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:  an  explanation,  I  am  inclined  to  le- 
that  he  complied  with  my  request,  be- 
s  he  has  practically  given  a  public  in- 
ion  to  State  crfficTals  who  consider  that 

are  suffering  injustice  to  bring  their 
s  before  honorable  members. 
It.  Groou. — No.  I  did  not. 
tr.  KELLY. — I  am  glad  to  know  that 
iisapprehen(^  the  Minister.  Such  an 
tation  would  have  been  very  improper, 
ave  risen  mainly  to  suggest  that  when  the 
t  Estimates  are  prepared  the  Minister 
uld  formulate  a  ccwnprehensive  scheme 

Sealing  with  this  matter,  so  that  those 
o  do  work  for  the  Commonwealth  may 
actually  paid  for  their  work.  As  pay- 
nts  have  been  made  for  ten  months  of 
:  current  financial  year,  this  discussion 
not  of  miKh  value,  except  as  an  indi- 
tion  of  our  wishes  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [ro.24].— 
am  at  all  times  opposed  to  the  working 
overtime,  and  I  am  still  more  opposed 
the  working  of  overtime  that  is  not  paid 
tr,  but  I  recognise  a  diiBculty  in  this  case, 
he  Cwnmonwealth  utilizes  the  services  of 
ate  olEcers,  for  which  it  naturally  has  to 
ly.  If  the  work  is  dtxie  during  the  time 
>r  which  the  States  pay  those  (^Ecers, 
ley  have  no  claim  upon  the  sum  paid  by 
le  C<xmnonwealth ;  but  if  it  is  d(»ie  in 
wartime  they  should  be  reimbursed, 
he  proposal  of  the  honorable  member^for 
[aranoa,  if  carried,  may  do  some  good, 
t  might  be  advisable  to  send  to  the  Pre- 
lier  of  Victoria  copies  of  Hansard 
ontaining  the  report  of  this  discus- 
ion,  when,  perhaps,  Mr.  Bent,  who. 
t'ith  all  his  ruggedness  has  his  good 
>oints,  might  see  that  an  injustice  is 
leing  done.  I  shall  take  every  opportunitv 
)t  bringing  under  the  ncrfice  of  honorable 
iiembers  cases  of  officers  who  work  over- 
time and  are  not  being  paid,  because  the 
Commonwealth  is  rich  enough  to  pay  its 
r>ificm  for  all  the  work  that  is  done  by 
them.  I  am  glad  that  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral confirms  the  high  opinion  held  of  Mr. 
O'Halioran  by  all  who  know  that  gentle- 
man; and  the  strongest  recommendations 
ought  to  be  made  to  the  State  Government 
to  hold  the  scales  of  justice  evenly. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio>  [io.26].~The 
Attorney-General  has  put  the  Committee 
in  an  unfortunate  position.  He  is  asked 
to  take  some  definite  action,  and  the  only 
suggestion  he  can  make  is  that  he  shall  once 
more  fnmmim^nato    Fn  ii    c  Go\'em- 

nch  has 
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hitherto  met  with  no  success.  I  think  the 
Attorney-General  might  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Grooh. — We  cannot  refuse  to  pay 
the  States  for  services  rendered. 

Mr.  CROUCH.—The  remedy  seems  to 
be  either  to  accept  the  amendment  or  to 
indict  the  Treasurers  of  the  States  for  the 
misapprc^riation  of  trust  funds.  Person- 
ally, I  prefer  the  amendment  of  the  honor- 
able monber  for  Maranoa;  and,  moreover, 
I  think  that  there  is  a  constitutional  point 
involved,  inasmuch  as  there  is  discrimina- 
tion between  the  States  in  that  Mr.  Addi- 
son, in  New  South  Wales,  is  paid  for  ser- 
vices precisely  similar  to  those  for  which 
Mr.  O'Halioran,  in  Vicrtoria,  it  refused 
payment. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [10.30].— 
I  recognise  the  difficulty  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  also  the  difi!culty  of  the  Com- 
mittee. This  work  has  been  performed, 
and  must  be  paid  for  under  the  agreement 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States 
Governments.  The  States  Governments  hold 
that,  as  the  services  of  their  officers  are 
rendered  during  office  hours,  the  individuals 
are  not  entitled  to  the  money  paid  by  the 
Commonwealth.  This  Parliament  has  de- 
clared emphatically  against  sweating;  and 
yet  we  find  the  Commonwealth  using  the 
States  Governments  as  a  means  to  sweat 
States  c^kers.  I  had  perstmal  experience 
of  Mr.  O'Halioran,  who  is  a  first  class 
officer,  during  the  proceedings  in  my  elec- 
tion petition.  Had  Mr.  O'Halioran  been 
occupied  only  during  office,  hours  in  that 
work,  I  should  have  nothing  further  to  say ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  for  fourteen  nights 
he  was  engaged  up  to  11  o'clock,  and  on 
one  occasion  until  after  midnight ;  and  he 
performed  his  duties  so  admirably  that  this 
Parliament  voted  a  sum  of  money  as  com- 
pensation to  him.  However,  as  has  been 
pointed  out,  the  State  Government  decline 
to  allow  him  one  farthing. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Had  the  State  Go- 
vernment to  employ  another  man  to  do  Mr. 
O'Halloran's  work  while  he  was  engaged 
on  the  election  petition? 

Mr.  CHANTER. —No;  Mr.  O'Hal- 
ioran did  his  State  work  during  the  day> 
and  the  Commonwealth  work  at  night.  Fur- 
ther. Mr.  O'Halioran  was  engaged  in  the 
election  petiticxi  of  Kennedy  v.  Palmer^ 
and  for  tiiat  work  he  has  not  received  any 
of  the  money  we  voted  as  compensation.  I 
think  we  might  intimate  to  the  States  'Go- 
vernments that,  inasg^(;^|^jj^GlTO^lff 
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declared  against  sweating,  we  shall  in  the 
future  employ  oar  own  officers  to  do  this 
kind  of  work.  A  very  grave  wrong  is  being 
perpetrated  in  the  case  of  Mr.  O'Halloran, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Attorney-General  will 
make  such  strong  representations  to  the 
Premier  of  Victoria  that  in  the  future  com- 
pensation so  voted  will  go  to  those  for 
whom  it  is  intended. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  20  {Court  of  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration),  £920,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  paper — 

Bounties  Act  1507. — Provisional  Regulations — 
Stitutory  Rules  190S,  No.  32. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Size  of  Grain  Bags. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [10.37].— 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has 
been  drawn  to  scwne  figures  published  in 
the  Herald  of  this  evening  and  in  the 
Age  of  yesterday,  relating  to  the  white 
man's  burden.  These  figures  show  that 
wheat  bags  have  been  weighted  up  to  475 
lbs.,  and  that  others  range  down  to  350 
lbs.  I  know  I  am  voicing  the  opinion  of 
every  hcmorable  member  when  I  urge  that 
the  Minister  should  take  steps  to  prevent 
this  sort  of  thing  being  continued. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adjouned  at  10.38  p.m. 

S.  rnatr. 

Friday,  2j  March,  1908. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 
and  read  prayers. 

MILITARY  BOOTS. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  beg  to  ask 
the  Minister  representing  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  without  notice — 

I.  Is  the  Uinister  aware  that,  both  under  the 
State  and  Commonwealth  GovA&BeDtt,  officers 


commanding  volunteer  regiments  in  New  South 
Wales  and  other  States  have"  for  many  years 
past  so  managed  the  capitation  grants  made  tgr 
Parliaments  as  to  provide  their  men  with  a  pair 
of  military  boots  annually? 

2.  Was  not  the  contracting  for  and  supgly^  of 
such  military  boots  conducted  in  precisely  simi- 
lar terms  to  other  articles  of  uniform? 

3.  Is  it  not  a  faet  that  recently  an  order 
was  issued,  by  authority  of  the  Minister,  pro* 
hibititig  the  purchase  and  supply  of  military 
boots  from  regimental  ftmds? 

4.  Is  it  a  fact  that  officers  commanding  regi- 
ments made  strong  tepresentntioas  as  to  the  in- 
jury that  the  said  order  would  inflict  upon  die 
numbers  and   attendance  of  members  of  the 

Force? 

5.  As  a  result  of  these  and  other  representa* 

tions,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  fresh  order  was 
issued  authorizing  the  expenditure  from  regi- 
mental fimds  of  sufficient  money  to  purchase 
one-half  pair  of  boots  per  man  per  yesj? 

6.  Did  the  said  order  specify  whether  right 
or  left  boots  were  to  be  supplied,  or  [a)  was 
the  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  commanding 
officers,  or  {b)  19  it  considered  desirable  that  the 
right  half  battalion  shall  be  supplied  with 
right  boots  and  the  left  hand  battalion  with  left 
boots,  or  vice  vertif 

7.  If  the  military  authorities  have  decided 
that  members  of  the  Mintary  Forces  are  to  be 
supplied  with  but  one-half  pair  of  boots  per  an- 
num, have  they  made  any  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment by  which  such  members  are  enabled  to 
purchase  the  other  one-half  pair  of  a  similar 
pattern,  or  is  a  citizen  soldier  permitted  to 
exercise  his  own  pleasure  in  purchasing  the  other 
boot  ? 

8.  What  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken  by  the 
Military  Department  to  make  provision  for 
suitable  boots  for  the  feet  which  are  not  offi- 
cially shod? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order!  I  point 
out  to  the  honorable  senator  that  clearly 
that  question  is  a  departure  altogether  from 
the  principle  on  which  a  question  should  be 
framed.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  one  by 
which  it  is  sought  to  bring  about  a  feeling 
of  ridicule  and  contempt  with  regard  to 
the  administration  of  a  Department.  This 
I  do  not  think  should  be  attempted  in  the 
form  of  a  question. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Mr.  Presi- 
dent  

The  PRESIDENT.— If  the  honorable 
senator  will  give  notice  of  the  questions,  I 
shall  then  have  made  those  alterations 
which  1  think  are  necessary  in  order  to 
comply  with  the  rule  relating  to  the  asking 
of  qtiestions. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  I  beg  to 
give  notice  of  the  qtiestions  for  Wednesday 
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POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Senator  MILLEM.  —  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice- President  of    the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  whether  he  has  seen  in  this 
Dioming*s  newspaper  a  statement  purport- 
uig  to  give  an  outline  of  the  work  to  be 
pndeitaken   by   the  Ccxnmittee  of  Inquiry 
into  the  administraticm  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  and,  if  so,  whether 
be  has  noticed  that  it  is  said  the  work  is 
to  be  limited  to  inquiries  into  the  trouble 
within  the  Department*  and,  further,  whe- 
ther it  is  to  be  understood  tberefrom  that 
the  Coauuittee   will  not  inquire  into  the 
causes  of    the    ccxnplaints    which  have 
emanated  from  the  genial  public? 

Senator  BEST. — ^The  complaints  which 
hive  been  made  in  Parliament,  and  I 
dxHild  say  those  whidi  have-  been  cate- 
gOfically  stated  in  the  press,  irill  be  in- 
quired intOL 


LAUNCESTOX  POST-OFFICE. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— I  beg  io  ask  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  without  notice, 
whether  any  prc^ess  has  been  made  with 
the  inspecticMi  of  the  Launceston  post-<^ce, 
about  which  I  asked  a  question  some  weeks 
ago,  when  he  stated  that  it  would  be  taken 
in  hand? 

Soiator  KEATING.— I  cannot  speak  of 
my  own  knowledge.  I  know  that  imme- 
diately after  the  question  was  asked  here, 
the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  was  in- 
structed to  send  an  officer  to  make  the  ne- 
oereary  inquiry  and  furnish  a  report.  I 
shall  ascertain  during  the  day  what  stage 
the  inquiry  has  reached. 

PAPER. 

Soiator  BEST  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper — 

Botuktics  Act — Provisional  Regulations. — Sla- 
lolory  Rales  1908,  No.  33. 

XOMIXATIOX  PAPER:  BOWEN. 

Senator  GIVEN'S.  —  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Minister  representing  the  Pos;  master- Gene- 
ral, without  notice,  when  the  papers  r?I;it'- 
ing  to  the  delay  of  a  nomination  paper  at 
Bowen  at  the  recent  Senate  election  are 
likely  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
Senate?  It  is  some  time  since  their  pro- 
duction was  ordered  by  the  Senate,  and  I 
think  that  we  should  be  furnished  with  the 
Ittpen  without  further  delay,  so  that  we 
mj  see  what  was  dcme. 

LM5}— » 


Senator  KEATING.— I  do  not  quite 
know  when  the  papers  will  be  available, 
but  I  shall  make  inquiries  on  the  subject 
during  the  day,  and  do  all  in  my  power  to 
have  them  tabled  as  early  as  possible. 

ADJOURNMENT  {Formal). 

Northern  Territory. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  received 
fnnn  SenaW  Sir  Josiah  Sym<»i  an  inti- 
mation that  he  desires  to  move  the  adpuriv. 
meat  of  the  Senate,  to  call  attention  to  & 
matter  of  urgency,  viz.,  "the  sutanission  to 
Parliament  for  consideration  of  the  pro- 
iX)sed  agreement  for  the  transfer  of  tlie 
Northern  Territory  to  the  Coomionwealth." 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SY^ION  (South 
Australia)  [xi.io]. — I  move — 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjotun  imtil 
10  o'clock  to-morrow  momiDg. 

Four  honorable  semUers  having  risen  in 
their  places. 

Question  proposed. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  need 
hardly  say  that  I  am  sorry  to  interpose, 
even    for    a    few    minutes,    before  the 
resumption  of    the  consideration  of  the 
Tariff.    But  I  think  that  honorable  sena- 
tors will  feel  with  me  that  the  matter 
to  whidi  I  propose  to  call  attention  is  of 
veiy  grave  and  serious  importance,  and 
that    ccxistitutes    the     best    apology  I 
can    offer    for    e\m    briefly  otxupying 
their    attention.      I    believe    that  they 
will    agree    with    me    that    the  public 
mind  has  become  possessed,  or  is  certainly 
becoming  possessed,  of  what  .ve  all  feel 
is  a  highly  important  national  nwd — the 
taking  over  of  the  Northern  Territory  and 
its  control    by   the   Commonwealth.  I 
think  thatt  there  is  a  settled  feeling  on  that 
subject  now,  and  that  it  will  not  be  satis- 
fied unless  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible 
Parliament  has  the  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering and  deciding  the  terms  on  which 
tlialt  transfer,  whose  accomplishment  is  in- 
evitable, shall  take  place.      In  view  of 
that,  I  recently  asked  a  question  of  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
which  I  repeated  at  his  courteous  invita- 
tion at  a  later  date.    I  must  say  that  the 
answers  which  he  then  gave  me,  courteous 
as  they  were,  advanced  the  matter  very 
little  farther,  and,  indeed,  were  calculated 
to  fill  with  consid^able  ccHioem  those  who 
are  deeply  interested  in  "this  question.  My 
honorable  friend's  first  answer  was  fhat  the 
matter  would  be  intnxiuced  as  soon  as  the 
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state  of  business  on  the  notice-paper  would 
permit.    That  is  a  stereotyped  formula  to 
which  we  are  not  unaccustomed — it  is  not 
meant  to  tell  us  anything,  and  of  course  it 
does  not.    I  quite  agree  that  whilst  there 
is  a  pressure  of  other  business,  scune  mat- 
ters of  more  or  less  public  importance  must 
remain  in  iibeyance.    But  it  gives  us  no 
indication  of  when  this  very  vital  question 
— vhal  in  the  national  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia— is  l-lkely  to  be  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  ParKameiK.    The  second 
answer  which  my  honorable  friend  gave, 
in  response  to  an  interjection  of  mine,  was 
that  the   matter   was   not   likely   to  be 
introduced,   in    fact,    that   it   would  not 
be     introduced      to     th-Is  Parliament 
until      the      South      Australian  Bill 
had   received   the   Royal   assent.  We 
all    admit    that    business   must    be  ar- 
ranged by  the  Executive  Council  according 
to  its  importance,  but  it  is  the  second 
answer  of  the  Minister  which  is  of  great 
importance  in  relatifHi  to  the  consideration 
and  decision  of  this  questicxi.     I  ha^e 
adopted  this  method  of  moving  the  ad- 
journment in  order  that  the  Minister  may 
have  an   opportunity  of  giving   a  fuller 
answer,  with  some  explanation  in  it,  and, 
if  I  may  say  so  without  implying  any  re- 
flection iipon  him,  a  more  definite  answer. 
There  have  been  promises  for  a  long  time 
back  that  this  matter  would  be  dealt  with 
at  an  early  date  and  expeditiously.  Those 
promises  have  not  been  fulfilled.      I  do 
not  make  any  ccmiplaint,  nor  do  I  move 
this  motion  for  the  purpose  of  offering  any 
censure,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  pnmii&es  of 
the  clearest  character  have  been  made  ex- 
tending over  a  considerable  time,  and  in 
the  most  formal  and  solemn  manner.  Let 
me  recall  to  the  Minister's  recollectio:i  the 
real  position  of  this  great  national  ques- 
ti(Mi.    The  terms  were  arranged  between 
Mr.  Deakin,  the  Prime  Minister,  and  Mr. 
Price,  the    Premier   of   South  Australia, 
about  Christmas  time  in   1906,  and  em- 
bodied in  writing  in  the  form  of  an  agree- 
ment between  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
State  of  South  Australia.      They  contain 
a  stipulation,  to  which  I  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Minister  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  Millen. — Was  the  agreement 
arrived  at  before  or  after  the  general  elec- 
tion? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  I 
think  it  was  immediately  after  the  general 
election,  but  the  Minister  will  be  able  to 


state  definitely  whether  that  was  so.  This 

was  the  stipulation  to  which  I  refer : — 

The  cooditions  set  out  above  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  respective  ParliameDti  of  the 
CommoDwealth  and  the  State  for  coosideratioa 
without  delay. 

In  a  great  national  transacticm  of  this 
character  it  is  on  the  face  of  it  essential 
that  there  should  not  be  a  moment's  delay. 
Suspense  only  leads  to  diflkrulty  and  com- 
plication. Delay  produces  apathy  in  soma 
quarters,  and  on  the  other  hand  may  pro- 
duce a  great  deal  of  inccmvenience  and 
difficulty  in  others.  Therefore,  the  Prime 
Minister  undertook  that  the  conditions  set 
out  should  be  submitted  for  aHtsiderati(»i 
to  the  ComnKxiwealth  Parliamoit  without 
delay.  That  is  essential,  because  there 
may  be  the  greatest  and  widest  differences 
of  opinion  as  to  the  terms  embodied  in  the 
agreement.  In  fact,  when  it  was  origi- 
nally notified  to  Parliament,  and  the  agree- 
ment became  a  parliamentary  paper,  indi- 
cations were  given  that  there  was  not 
absolute  unanimity  in  regard  to  its  terms. 
The  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil will  therefore  see  the  urgent  necessity 
of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  agree- 
ment in  its  present  oc  any  other  form  is 
to  be  adopted  by  this  Parliament.  The 
agreement  further  stipulated  that  its  terms 
were  not  in  any  way  binding — 

Until  and  unless  approved  of  by  both  Parlia- 
ments, and  legislation  is  passed  enabling  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  State  to  legally  carry 
out  the  proposed  surrender  and  acceptance  of 
the  Northern  Territory. 

There  was  first  of  all,  therefore,  the  (Ali- 
ga'tion  undertaJcen  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament,  without  delay,  the 
terms  of  the  agreement,  and  secondly,  the 
arrangement  that  it  should  be  in  no  way 
binding  on  either  side  until  adopted  by 
both  Parliaments.  Thei  next  thing  that 
happened  was  that  Parliament  met  in 
February  of  last  year.  On  that  occasion, 
owing  to  the  intended  departure  of  the 
Prime  Minister  for  London  to  attend  the 
Imperial  Conference,  no  real  business  was 
brought  before  Parliament,  but  the  ar- 
rangnnent  for  the  control  of  the  Northern 
Territwy  was  considered  of  such  surpass- 
ing importance  that  in  the  short  speech  then 
made  by  the  Governor-General,  it  was  one 
of  the  few  subjects,  if  not  the  only  sub- 
ject, of  first-class  importance  mentioned. 
It  was  referred  to  in  these  terms:  — 

The  general  agreement  which  M^^^tUf "  l^ve 
nrrivcd  at  with  thgigGieviiwdiAt-w'^^Ute  of 
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So-jtk  Australia  fdr  the  transfer  to  the  Coin* 
■Mnwralth  of  the  Northern  Territory  will  also 
be  ttm  submitted  for  your  approval. 

"Thtfi"'  meant  upon  the  rdtum  of  the 
Prink*  Minister.  The  Prime  Minister  re- 
turnr-d,  and  Parliament  re-assembled  at 
Lk  end  of  June  or  the  beginning  of  July 
t'i  l&st  yrar,  but  ntMhing  has  been  done 
^  i  V.  I  am  not  putting  it,  nor  do  1  ask 
x\t  S»-nate  to  say,  that  there  may  not  have 
l"*^  difficulties,  because  on  the  re- 
a.«s  mMing  of  Parliament  the  other 
O.unlw  had,  after  a  little  while,  to 
Ln  Vrtalce  the  consideration  of  the  TariflF. 
Ei;t  I  do  think — as  a  senator  of  South 
Ai:itr.ilia,  and  having  regard  also  to  the 
rjti  <oal  interests  of  the  Commonwealth — 
'•>-cn  in  a  questicm  of  diis  magnitude  an 
0[Hi  vrtuniiy  should  have  been  made  for  tlie 
o>  to'.iltration  of  the  tenns  of  the  agree- 
n.  nr.  South  Australia  perfoimed  her 
[•arr.  She  kept  her  word,  but  the  Minis- 
(rv.  for  reasons  that  I  dare  say  they  felt 
WT.-  suffi.-if-nt,  did  not  keep  theirs.  South 
Aiistralia  adopted  the  agreement. 

N^mator  Millen. — At  what  date? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— As 
'  irU  as  No\-ember  last.  I  am  glad  the 
Kviorable  senator  asked  that,  because  there 
h>  t<ae  particular  circumstance  which  I  wish 
I'.t  T»>int  out  in  connexion  with  it.  The 
M'nistrv  in  South  AustraFia.  carrying  out 
tri-i  obtigaUon  whidi  vested  upon  them, 
in:r<».!uced  the  agreement  attadied  to  a 
re-^-ilution,  in  order  that  Parliament  might 
cxrTf-s  its  approval  of  the  terms  and  con- 

:  -ms  upon  which  the  transfer  was  sought 
1  •  It  m3«Ie  to,  and  accepted  by,  "the  Com- 
m  -nAealth.  The)-  desired  to  oecure  the 
:\  ■.To\aI  of  their  Parliament  to  those 
I'-m-i  l;efore  they  introduced  the  Bill. 
^^lt  is  what  ouglifc  to  have  been  dwie 

S^tor  Stoky. — That  is  the  advantage 
of  ha\ing  a  Labour  GOTemment — they  do 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  will 
nnc  uy  that  it  is  because  it  is  a  Labour 
Orttmment,  but  the  South  Australian  Go- 
^trninent  are  entitled  to  credit.  Whether 
w*"  ap-ee  ot  disagree  with  the  terms  of  the 
inyiument,  it  ought  not  to  be  kept  in  abey- 
anro.  when  undoubtedly  there  will  be  con- 
s'-lfTable  criticism  of  it  in  the  Federal  Par- 
liuDent,  so  far  as  I  can  gather.  The  Sou'.h 
Australian  Parliament  carried  that  resolu- 
tv^  before  the  middle  of  November,  but 
vhm  the  Bill  was  introduced  early  in  De- 
oenber,  a  good  deal  of  objection  was  taken 
ca  Ae  gromid  that  the  South  Australian 


Government  and  Parliament  had  done  their 
part  in  approving  of  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  ought  to  take  no  other  step  un- 
vil  the  Cc»nmunwealth  Parliament  had  also 
approved  of  them.  That  was  business, 
but  in  deference  to  the  wish  of  the  South 
Australian  Government  the  Parliament  over- 
looked that  and  passed  the  Bill,  which  was 
then  reserved  for  the  Royal  Assent.  I 
suppose  that  was .  done  because  of  some 
little  doubt  that  exists  with  respect  to  the 
power  of  South  Australia  to  deal  aBso- 
lutely  on  her  own  account  with  the  tran.s- 
ference  of  the  Territory.  I  ask  the  Min- 
ister to  make  clear  to  the  Senate  why  we 
have  been  hanging  back  all  the  time.  Why 
are  we  hanging  back  now?  ' 

Senator  McGsegob.  —  Can  we  set  the 
Tariff  aside? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  We 
could  have  had  opportunities.  I  am  not 
putting  this  in  the  way  of  censure,  but  there 
will  come  a  time,  I  hope  socxi,  when  we 
shall  be  free  of  the  Tariff  in  this  Chamber 
for  a  little  while. 

Senator  Gunntie. — ^We  have  the  Naviga- 
ti(Xi  Bill,  which  will  take  some  omsiderable 
time. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  We 
have  been  informed  that  that  Bill  is  not 
to  be  introduced  this  session.  This  question 
is  of  equal  importance  with  any  other  mea- 
sure that  has  been  indicated  as  likely  to 
ccmie  under  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  st^mit  that  we  might  very  well 
adopt  the  course  adopted  in  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senatw:  Guthrie.  —  And  at  here  on 
Saturdays  and  Mwidays? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
quite  willing  to  do  so  in  the  interests  of 
having  this  question  settled.  All  that  is  de- 
sired to  be  known  is  not  whether  wo  a.'e 
passing  the  Bill  or  not,  but  whether  v,e 
are  agreeable  to  the  terms  to  which  South 
Australia  has  assented,  and  to  which  the 
Commonwealth  Prime  Minister  agreed. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — Would  it  not  l;e 
well  to  let  the  Tariff  be  passed,  and  then 
the  tempers  of  some  members  might  l>e 
better  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.~I  do 
not  think  that  any  questkwi  of  temper 
will  be  introduced  into  the  considera- 
tion of  a  subject  of  this  kind.  It 
is  too  big  a  subject.  Every  man  who, 
like  Senator  W.  Russell,  is  not  indisposed 
to  take  a  large  view  of  these  j-rMtigpes- 
tions,  feels  that  tJi'*'^'^Mi?^^fWtory 
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must  inevitably  be  taken  over  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament.  We  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  terms 
of  the  agreement.  We  hare  had  them  Iw- 
fore  us  for  eighteen  months,  and  if  we  had 
that  opporltmity  we  should  be  able  to  say 
whether  or  not  we  assent  to  them,  or  whe- 
ther we  desire  to  modify  them.  The  course 
adopted  by  the  South  Australian  Parlia- 
ment is  an  excellent  one  for  us  to  follow, 
and  I  can  see  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
Government  affording  the  Senate,  if  not  the 
House  of  Representatives,  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  the  matter  at  an  early  date. 
If  we  wait  for  the  R<^al  Assent  to  be  given 
to  the  South  Australian  Bill,  as  the  Min- 
ister's seomd  answer  indicated,  and  this 
Parliament  disappro^-es  of  the  terms  of  the 
agreement,  that  Bill  will  simply  become 
waste  paper,  and  all  that  has  been  done  in 
South  Australia  will  be  as  if  it  had  never 
been  done  at  all.  In  themeantime, difficulties 
have  arisen  in  South  Australia  in  con- 
nexicMi  with  Xorthem  Territory  lands,  and 
I  saw  by  the  newspajiers  only  the  other  day 
that  actually  litigation  is  atwut  to  begin 
in  connexion  with  some  questiOT  of  the 
leasing  of  lands  in  the  Territory.  If  we 
are  gcnng  to  take  over  ttie  Northern  Terri- 
tory, let  us  say  so  at  once,  and  if  it  is 
desired  that  there  should  be  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  terms  so  far  agreed  to,  let  that 
be  said  at  once.  It  is  only  fair  that  the 
people  of  South  Australia  should  be  re- 
lieved from  any  uncertainty  or  suspense, 
and  that  this  national  question,  as  X  call 
it,  should  be  solved  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible opportimity.  It  is  for  these  reasons 
that  I  invite  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  give  the  Senate 
some  definite  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  ask  the  honorable  senator^  to 
begin  with,  whether,  when  the  Tariff  is 
disposed  of  in  this  Chamber,  an  oppor- 
tunity will  be  afforded  of  considering  the 
agreement.  And,  above  all,  if  there  is  a 
prospect,  as  I  am  sure  we  all  hope  there 
may  be,  of  our  having  a  little  relief  from 
our  letjislative  duties,  I  hope  we  shall 
be  told  that  an  opportunity  will  be  given, 
before  even  that  happy  event  takes  place, 
of  dealing  with  the  agreement.  I  point 
out  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  the  serious  importance  of  the  ques 
tion,  not  merely  as  a  matter  of  business,  but 
in  view  of  the  desirability  of  having  it 
settled,  not  only  in  the  interests  of  what  is 
best  for  the  Commonwealth,  but  of  giving 
the  Commonwealth  that  whidi  is  urged  in 
many  quarters,  an  opportunity  of  having 
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control  of  lands  and  territory  of  i^  own> 
wherein  it  can  make  an  effort  to  develop  at 
least  one  portion  of  Australia  according  tf> 
whatever  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  Ccm- 
monwealth  itself  may  be,  irrespecti\'e  of 
any  State  interference. 

Senator  ColoneP  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.34]. — The  matter  which  has 
been  sprung  on  the  Senate  this  morning  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  great  consequence,  but 
I  venture  to  say  that  it  does  not  possess 
anything  like  so  strong  a  claim  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Chamber  or  of  another 
place  as  another  questicm  which  I  shall 
(Xily  name  and  not  argue,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  the  establishment  of  the  Fede* 
ral  Capital.  The  questim  brought  for- 
ward by  Senator  Symon  is  cme  of  quite 
rwent  origin ;  and  while  I  admit  its  impcff- 
tance,  I  must  say  that  I  have  never  heard 
any  very  urgent  reascm  why  at  a  stage  of 
the  session  when  matters  are  very  coti- 
fused,  and  a  gigantic  question  like  that  of 
the  Tariff  is  still  far  from  settled,  we 
should  set  aside  every  other  question  to 
consider  a  matter  which,  although  it  may 
ha\e  been  deeply  studied  by  Senator 
Symon  and  his  colleagues  in  the  represen- 
tation of  South  Australia,  has  occupied  far 
less  of  the  attention  of  hwiorable  senators 
from  the  other  States  than  perhaps  South 
Australian  senators  imagine.  I  know  per- 
fectly well  that  at  the  last  State  election 
in  Queensland  the  honorable  senators  who 
were  returned  Tvere  pledged  at  almost 
every  meeting  to  oppose  the  proposal  whictk 
has  been  made. 

Senator  Guthrie. — No. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  know  what 
happened  in  Queensland,  and  the  honor- 
able senator  should  not  contradict  me  when 
I  speak  with  knowledge. 

Senator  M illen.  — And  the  honorable 
senator  is  speaking  of  the  successful  can- 
didates at  the  Queensland  election. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Of  course  I 
am.  Senator  Guthrie  may  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  doings  of  candidates  in 
whan  this  Chamber  is  not  at  the  mmoent 
interested. 

Senator  McGkegob. — Let  us  get  back  to 

the  Tariff. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  agree  with 
Senator  McGregor  that  we  should  get  back 
to  the  Tariff.  T  venture,  with  great  re- 
spect for  the  honorable  and  learned  soia- 
tor  who  has  introduced  this  subject,  to  say 
that  I  for  one  shall  most/  stronglv  1  oppose 
the  -Commonwealt9^d'l3^SiffdNg^ta  this 
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oev  proposal  until  the  quesdcm  of  the 
F«teral  Capital  is  settled. 

Senator  Gutbkik.— It  is  settled ;  it  is  to 
be  at  Dalgety. 

Tbe  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  honorable 
mators  not  to  discuss  that  question, 
thoogh  thev  may  allude  to  it  incidentatlv. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— That  is  all 
I  prapOBe  to  do.  I  repeat  that  I  should 
cppoce  the  Commonwealth  entering  into  a 
will]  and  great  proposition,  whhle  a  con- 
stitndanal  obligation,  whidi  is  to  be  found 
ttt  out  in  tbe  Statute  creating  the 
CLononiFealth,  remains  imdiscfaarged 
and  undecided.  The  question  introduced 
hs  Senator  Symon  involves,  if  it  in- 
volves anything  at  all,  not  only  the  taking 
«ef  of  tbe  Northern  Territory,  but  heavy 
financial  obligations,  including  a  couple 
of  millions  sterlli^  of  debts,  and  also  the 
building  of  railways  which  will  cosit'  several 
millions.  The  building  of  these  railways 
»  a  part  of  the  proposition  which  has  been 
submitted.  Thtte  is  a  Northern  Tciritory 
nilvar,  which  sonte  honorable  senators 
drure  should  be  given  an  easterly  curve, 
that  it  may  be  linked  up  with  the  railway 
systems  of  Queensland  and  New  Soitdi 
Wal« — a  proposal,  in  whirfi,  by  the  way, 
I  «^lirely  concur.  It  will  be  of  no  use  for 
(he  Commonwealth  to  take  over  the  North- 
em  Territory  without  sc»ne  reasonable 
neam  of  communicat;<Hi  with  it.  We 
can  never  'e.Tire  a  reasonable  annexion 
with  Territory  bv  water ;  whilst  a  con- 
onion  of  the  railways  in  the  Territory  with 
tho%e  of  (Queensland  and  New  South 
Vales  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Cnomonwealth  as  a'  whole.  Still,  the  pro- 
ject is  a  gigantic  one,  and  ^  financial 
obligations  it  would  involve  are  tremen- 
doos.  and  can  cmlv  be  faced  if  the 
Ministry  and  those  who  keep  them  in 
power  are  willing  10  adopt  a  very  different 
polic\-  of  Commonwealth  finance  than  that 
which  has  hitherto  been  followed.  We 
cunot  entertain  these  huge  projects  until 
«e  are  pre|med  to  face  the  inevitable 
poticy  of  public  borrowing.  Certainly 
tan  coat  of  the  wchIcs  inv(rived  in  the  pn>- 
pottl  wtaxh.  is  bang  discuned,  could  never 
lie  defrayed  out  ^  the  puHic  revenue. 
The  proposal  inrolves  new  and  great  com- 
plications and  difficulties,  and  th^  being 
sDt  Id  aipie  that  there  should  be  immediate 
Jdian  in  this  matter  is  unreasonable.  Tbe 
actioo  taken  in  bringing  it  forward  this 
■orntng,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  is  me 
which  I  ventore  re^wctfully  to  protest 
Sffainst    It  may  possess  some  element  of 


urgency  fnxn  the  South  Atutralian  stand- 
point, but  from  the  Ccwnmonwealth  stand- 
point it  cannot  be  said  to  be  urgent  as  com- 
pared with  other  matters  which  have  been 
clamouring  for  settlement,  and  which  if  the 
proper  order  of  precedence  be  observed 
should  be  settled  before  it.  The  wie  which 
above  all  these  matters  I  name  as  demand- 
ing the  earliest  settlement  is  the  question 
of  tbe  Federal  Capital. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vkc- Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [11.40]. — 
I  must  confess  that  this  motitxi  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Senate  came  upon  me 
W'lth  very  considerable  surprise.  I  thought 
that  at  least  Senator  Symon  might  have 
communicated  his  intention  to  move  it. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — I  am 
sorry  I  did  not. 

Senator  BEST.— My  surprise  was  grept 
when  I  heard  from  the  honOTable  senator 
that,  in  his  opinion,  this  was  a  matter  of 
urgency,  and  much  greater  when  I  heard 
him  state  there  had  been  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  I  cannot  admit  that 
the  matter  has  been  hung  up  by  the  Go- 
vernment, or  that  there  has  been  any  un- 
reas<Hiab1e  or  undue  delay  in  its  considera- 
tion. I  agree  that  it  is  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance,  I  regard  'it  as  a  gigantic 
project  which  is  certainly  entitled  to  the 
deliberate  and  calm  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate, certainly  not  at  the  closing  hours  of 
an  extraordinary  session,  but  at  a  time 
when  we  should  be  in  a  position  to  deal 
with  it  quietly  and  deliberately.  What 
has  actually  taken  placet  so  far  is  this : 
A  provisitmal  agreement  was  entered  into, 
and  months  after  that,  it  was  taken  up 
by  the  South  Australian  GovCTnment,  and 
tiien  fflily  at  the  close  of  a  session  of  the 
State  Parliament,  that  is  to  say,  in  De- 
cember last. 

Senator  Sir*  Josiah  Symon. — No,  in 
November.  The  resolution  was  adopted 
in  the  early  part  of  November. 

Senator  BEST. — I  speak  subject  to 
correctilon,  but  my  recolldction  is  that 
the  Bill  was  passed  by  the  Soirth  Aus- 
tralian   Parliament   in    December  last. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Sthon. — ^That  Bill 
was  passed  in  the  begirming  of  Deconber, 
but  the  agreement  was  adopted  a  m(Kith  be- 
fore. 

Senator  BEST. — That  may  be  so,  but 
the  point  I  was  making  was  that  the  piovi- 
sional  agreement  had  been  entered  into 
some  eleven  or  twelve  months  pri<H-  to  that, 
and  the  South  Australian  Parliament  did 
not  deem  it  a  matteii«»jfeikfegeae^Q^mt  it 
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was  necessary  to  deal  with  it  at  all  until 
December.  If  it  was  considered  a  matter 
of  urgency  there,  we  might  have  expected 
that  when  the  South  Australian  Parliament 
met,  I  think  in  June,  1907,  it  would  have 
been  one  of  the  first  matters  dealt  with. 
As  I  have  said,  the  South  Australian  Par- 
liament did  not  attempt  to  deal  with  it  un- 
til December  last. 

Senator  Guthrie. — They  dealt  with  it 
as  soon  as  they  could. 

Senator  BEST. — I  am  dealing  with  the 
suggestion  that  the  matter  is  one  of  great 
urgency. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — The  Com- 
monwealth Government  in  the  Governor- 
General's  speech  did  not  refer  to  the  Bill 
at  all,  but  said  that  the  agreement  would 
be  submitted  immediately  Parliament  re- 
assembled. 

'  Senator  BEST.— I  am  dealing  with  the 
matter  from  the  stand-point  of  urgency, 
as  so  strongly  put  by  my  honorable 
friend,  and  I  say  that  so  far  as  South 
Australia  is  concerned,  there  has  certainly 
been  no  sensational  excitement  there  on  the 
subject. 

Senator  Guthrie. — There  was  a  reas(Hi 
for  that  in  the  trouble  existing  between  the 
two  Houses  of  the  State  Parliament. 

Senator  BEST.— The  South  Australian 
Parliament  having  dealt  with  the  Bill  in 
December  last,  the  Bill  was  sent  cm  to  us 
and  we  found  thab  it  contained  something 
which  we  did  not  altogether  approve  of,  and 
which  we  regarded  as  to  swne  extent  a  de- 
parture from  the  provisional  agreement. 
KoUowing  that,  in  February  last — and  we 
are  now  only  in  March — there  was  a  Con- 
ference of  representatives  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian and  C<xiun(Hiwealth  Governments, 
and  as  a  result,  it  was  determined 
that  a  Bill  should  be  drafted  by 
the  Commonwealth  Goverrunent,  and  when 
drafted  should  be  submitted  for  the  ohi- 
sideration  of  the  Government  of  South  Aus- 
tralia. That  Bill  is  now  being  drafted, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  submit  it 
in  the  ordinary  way  to  the  Government 
of  South  Australia  for  their  consideration. 
As  a  matfer  of  fact,  were  not  this  an  ex- 
traordinary session,  as  has  been  hinted  by 
my  honorable  friend,  this  Parliament 
would,  at  the  present  moment,  be  in  re- 
cess, and  the  matter  could  not  possibly  be 
dealt  with  until  late  in  the  year.  That, 
of  course,  was  recognised  at  once  by  the 
South  Australian  Parliament  itself.  They 
could  not  definitely  know  our  arrangements, 
and  could  not  possibly  be  aware  when  we 


could  get  the  Tariff  through.     They  were 
fully  aware  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
affairs,    the    Commonwealth    Parliament  . 
would  not  deal  with  it  until  August  or 
Septembn,  or  perhaps  December  next. 

Senator  Guthwe.— At  the  eaxliest,  in 
June. 

Senator  BEST.— At  the  very  earliest,  in 
June.  I  think  that  it  is  obvious,  from 
the  action  of  the  S,outh  Australian  Parlia- 
ment itself,  that  there  has  been  no  room 
for  reproach  on  the  ground  of  delay,  so 
far  as  the  Federal  Government  is  concerned. 
My  honorable  friend  was,  I  think,  hardly 
fair  to  the  Government  in  that  respert. 
He  must  recognise  that  since  we  met  on  the 
22nd  of  January  last,  we  have  been  abso- 
lutely absorbed  in  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill. 
This  Chamber,  at  the  present  moment,  is 
devoting  itself  incessantly  and  assiduously 
to  its  duties  in  relation  to  that  measure. 
The  other  Chamber  was  equally  absorbed 
in  the  Tariff  last  year.  It  is  true  that 
they  saw  fit  to  indulge  in  a  short  recess, 
to  which  they  were  reasonably  entitled 
after  their  arduous  labours. 

Senator  Pearce. — I  hope  that  the  Min- 
ister will  think  the  same  of  the  Senate. 

Senator  BEST, — I  ask  honorable  sena- 
tors— even  if  the  Government  felt  disposed 
— even  if  everything  as  between  the  Fede- 
ral Government  and  the  South  Australiin 
Government  were  settled,  so  far  as  the 
terms  were  concerned — whether,  in  rclaticm 
to  a  gigantic  project  of  this  kind^  this 
would  be  a  reascmable  or  proper  time  to  in- 
troduce it  to  Parliament  ?  I  think  it 
would  not.  I  think,  moreover,  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  such  importance  that  fuller 
time  and  consideration  will  be  necessary 
in  order  to  do  justice  to  the  Common- 
wealth, and,  indeed,  to  South  Australia 
itself. 

Senator  Chataway. — ^And  what  about 
justice  to  the  Northern  Territory? 

Senator  BEST.~We  have  to  do  justice 
to  the  Northern  Territory  also — justice  to 
all  parties  concerned.  Under  all  these 
circumstances,  it  would,  I  think,  be  mis- 
leading the  Senate  for  me  to  suggest  that 
there  is  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
matter  being  dealt  with  this  session.  I 
view  the  prospect  hopefully  fron  the  way 
in  which  hcmorable  senators  are  concentrat- 
ing their  energies  upon  finishing  the  Tariff, 
and  getting  rid  of  what  I  submit  is  a  sub- 
ject of  infinitely  mwe  urgency,  although 
not  of  greater  importance.  There  are  also 
other  important  [|p||§"g^  Qitk)g(^  " 
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fane  to  deal,  one  of  whidi  has  been  men-  South  Aostralian  Parliament  has  not  been 
tiooed    by    Senator    Neild.      We    are  received.     From  the  reply  given  a  few 
bepiog  faith,  to  the  very  letter,  with  the  days  ago  I  rather  gathered  that  it  was 
South  Aostralian  Government.     We  have  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  wait, 
aewf  suffered  the  remotest  reproach  frcmi      Senator  Guthrie. — We  cannot  take  over 
tfaetn.     There  is  nothing  which  could  be  the  NOTthern  Territory  until  the  Royal  as- 
iD^gested  by  way  of  urgency  which  would  sent  is  given  to  the  Bill, 
ail  upon  this  Parliament  to'  deal  with  the      Senator  VARDON.— The  Federal  Bill, 
s^^ject  during  the  closing  hours  of  this  ses-  as  well  as  the  South  Australian  measure, 
sioa.    While  I  admit,  therefore,  that  it   will  require  the  Royal  assent.  Therefore,  it 
must  take  an  early  place  in  our  business  is  necessary  that  both  Bills  should  be 
during  the  next  session,  I  also  say  that,  in   passed.    It  would  be  useless  if  the  Royal 
the  QTi^nary  course,  that  is  the  place  that  tt  assent  were  given  to  the  one  and  not  to  the 
should  tate,  and  it  is  ooe  which,  I  think,  other.    The  South  Australian  Parliament 
will  be  satisfactwy  to  all  concerned.    As  have  fulfilled  their  part  of  the  contract  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  assent  of  the  Impaial  far  as  the  agreement  is  cmcemed.  They 
GorerfBDent  to  the  Bill  passed  by  the  South   may  have  made  some  alterations  which,  per- 
Australian    Parliament,    to    which    my   haps,  will  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Com- 
booorable  friend  has  referred,  the  Go-   monwealth  Parliament.    But  for  that  reastm 
mninent  would  prefer  that  assent  to  be  Jt  is  the  more  necessary  that  the  agreement 
iwei\-ed.      But   I  mentioned  to  my  hon-   should  be  taken  up  and  its  conditions  cot- 
orable  friend    a  little  while  ago   that  if   sidered.     This  is  not  a  matter  of  import- 
be  would  repeat   the  question  which  he   ance  simply  to  South  Australia.    It  is  also 
tsktd   1  should  be  very  glad  indeed    to   important  to  Western  Australia,  because  the 
^Ive  him  a  definite  statement  as  to  whe-   matter  of  the  railway  to  the  western  bwder 
Iher  we  would  permit  the  lack  of  that  as-       gouth  Australia  is  involved  in  this  same 
«nt  to  stand  in  the  way.^     I  have  con-  agreement.    From  my  pdnt  of  view,  there - 
sidered  that  point,  and  discussed  it  with   fo^g^       matter  is  urgent.    Senator  Symon 
the  Piime  Mimster.    If  other  public  busi-  ij^g  quoted  the  last  paragraph  of  the  agree- 
ness  did  not  impose  an  obstacle,  we  t^ould   ^^^^  ^^ich  shows  that  it  was  promised 
have  no  difficulty  in  going  on  with  the  that,  without  delay,  the  subject  would  be 
matter,  notwithstanding  that  the  assent  has  introduced  to  Parliament  in  order  that  an 
Dot  been  obtained.  agreement  might  be  arrived  at  bv  the  State 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  S\'M0N.— Hear,  hear,  j^^j  Federal  Parliaments.  There  is  a 
Senator  BEST. — I'  hope  that  that  as-  good  deal  of  force  in  the  argument  used 
suranoe  will  prove  satisfactory  to  my  hon-  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Exf^utive 
oraUe  friend.  I  can  only  say  in  addition,  Council,  that  there  have  been  very  impor- 
to  mv  honorable  friend  and  to  the  other  tant  matters  with  which  this  Parliament  has 
South  Australian  senators,  that  the  subject  had  to  concern  itself.  I  think  that  my 
•ill  receive  prompt  attenticm,  and  I  trust  colleague  will  be  satisfied  with  the  answer 
«tll  find  an  early  place  in  our  programme  that  has  been  given.  We  now  know  de- 
rluring  the  next  session,  having  regard  to  finitelv  that  thne  will  be  no  undue  delay, 
the  many  other  urgent  measures  which  are  but  that  as  soon  as  possible  this  matter 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government  will  be  taken  up  and  dealt  with.  I  am 
anti  of  Parliament  very  glad  to  leam  that  there  is  no  inten- 

Senator    VARDON    (South    Australia)   tion  of  shelving  it,  but   that  it  will  be 

[11,50].  I  desire  to  discuss  this  matter   handled  in  a  practical  way. 

frfr  from  any  carping  or  fault-finding  Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
spirit.  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  point  put  [11.54]- — I.  on  behalf  of  tho^e  who  are 
h\  mr  honorable  colleague,  Senator  Symon,  associated  with  me  in  the  Senate,  beg  to 
relating  to  urgency-.  I  look  upon  the  say  that  our  desire  for  urgency  in  the 
sMtletoent  of  the  Northern  Territory  ques-  matter  that  has  been  brought  under  our 
tkm  as  being  urgoit  from  a  national  point  notice  by  Senator  Symon,  cannot  be  ex- 
of  view.  I  think  that  the  Commonwealth  ceeded  by  any  one.  But  I  would  add  that, 
oQ.'ht  to  take  over  the  Terriiory,  and  de-  so  far  as  the  Cfflnmonwealth  Parliament  is 
liie  means  for  its  occupation  and  develop-  concerned,  the  Tariff  is  at  present  the  most 
nent  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  Minister  say  important  piece  of  legislation  that  can  be 
just  now  that  the  Government  do  not  intend   dealt  with.    It  was  because  it  was  felt  that 
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attempted  to  urge  the  Government  to  do 
anything  hastily.  I,  for  one,  am  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  that  has  been 
given  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  and  with  the  promise  that 
early  next  sessicm  the  matter  will  be  dealt 
with.  Every  one  must  admit  that  this  Par- 
liament, in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
would  have  prorogued  last  December,  if  not 
at  the  latter  end  of  November.  Neither  the 
Parliament  nor  the  people  of  South'  Aus- 
tralia could  have  expected  the  Government 
to  deal  with  it  before  Tune  or  July  nCxt. 
Consequently,  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  the  assurance  of  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council,  that  the  interests 
of  South  Australia  will  be  OMiserved  by  the 
ccHisideration  of  the  subject  early  next 
sessi(Mi. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMON  (South 
Australia)  [11.56]. — I  merely  wish  to  !>ay, 
in  withdrawing  the  motion,  that  I  trust  that 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil will  acquit  me  of  any  discourtesy  in  not 
giving  him  notice  of  my  intention  to  brmg 
this  subject  forward.  There  were  cir- 
cumstances which  made  me  overlocA:  what 
otherwise  I  certainly  should  have  done,  in 
intimating  to  him  before  the  Senate  met  to- 
day that  I  intended  to  ask  the  induTgence 
of  honorable  senators  in  order  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  subject. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — The  honorable 
senatcM*  might  have  informed  his  ccdleagues 
from  Sou^  Australia  as  well. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  in- 
formed Senatw  McGregor  this  morning. 

Senator  McGregor. — That  is  so. 

Senator  Guthrie. — The  honorable  saia- 
tor  left  earlv  last  night. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Yes.  I 
do  not  for  one  motaent  suspect  my  honor- 
able friend  and  his  colleagues  of  failing 
to  appreciate  the  great  importance  of  this 
question,  I  think  that  the  people  of  South 
Australia,  as  well  as  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth,  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
declaration  that  my  h<Miorable  friend  has 
made  in  respect  of  his  appreciati(Hi  of  the 
magnitude  and  national  tmpwtance  of  the 
subject.  I  am  satisfied  to  have  received 
the  intimation  that  there  is  no  reasonable 
probability  of  the  agreement  being  brotight 
under  the  coiuaderatitxi  of  Parliament  until 
early  next  sessi<»i.  My  desire  was,  as  I 
said  before,  that  there  mi^^t  be  a  clear 
and  definite  intimation  that  operatims  in 
reference  to  the  taking  over  of  the  Northern 
Territory,  with  which  South  Australia  is  so 
seriously  ccmoerned,  would  not  be  sus- 


pended. I  am  also  satisfied  on  a  pointy 
which  gave  me  a  little  uneasiness,  as  to  its 
being  considered  an  essential  condititxi  of 
the  consideration  of  the  agreement  by  this 
Parliament  that  the  Royal  assent  ^ould 
be  given  to  the  South  Australian  Act.  I 
am  glad  that  my  hcmorable  friend  has  in- 
formed us  that,  after  consultation  with  the 
Prime  Minister,  nothing  of  the  sort  is  an- 
ticipated, and  that,  if  it  were  convenient 
to  do  so,  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with 
irrespective  of  that  Royal  assent.  I  am 
sure  that  my  hcHiorable  friend  will  accept 
my  assurance  that,  the  matter  being  cleared' 
up  in  that  way,  satisfaction  will  be  given  to' 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  question, 
and  the  people  of  Australia  will  be  enabled 
to  feel  that,  at  the  earliest  possible  mwnent 
next  session,  the  whole  subject  will  be 
brought  under  consideration.  I  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  motirai. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

TELEPHONE  CONNEXION: 
RIVERINA. 

Senator  GRAY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

Mr.  Thomas  Henley,  M.L.A.,  of  New  Soulb 
Wales,  having  stated  in  the  Sydney  Monang 
Herald  a  few  days  ago—That  a  farmer  in  the 
Riverina  had  expended  fifty  pounds  in  placing 
a  telndiODe  in  his  home,  and  opon  making  ap- 
plication for  the  connexion  to  be  made  at  the 
nearest  post-office,  which  would  cost  two  pounds, 
the  reply  was  given  that  no  funds  were  avail- 
able. The  gentleman  offered  to  loan  the  two 
pounds  on  the  ordinary  terms — ^Will  the  Minister 
ttate  whether  any  such  offer  was  made,  and  if 
so,  whether  it  was  accepted  by  the  Department? 

Senator  KEATING.  —  Inquiries  are 
being  made,  and  an  answer  will  be  fur- 
nished as  early  as  possible. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  CLASSIFICATION 
AND  PROMOTION. 

Case  of  Mr.  Blakney. 
Senator  DOBSON  asked  the  Minister  of 
H(xne  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Do  the  Deputy  Postmaster-Ocneral  for 
Tasmania  and  "the  Deputy  Public  Service  In- 
spector each  concur  in  the  published  opinion  of 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  that  Mr,  E. 
A.  Blakocy  was  "best  fitted"  of  the  officer* 
under  his  control  "  to  fill  the  position  "  of  senior 
counter  clerk  in  the  Telegraph  Branch,  Hobait? 

2.  Do  Uie  Deputy  Postmaster-General  and  the 
Deputy  Public  Scfrvice  Inspector  each  agree 
with  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  that  the 
■tlx  appellants  who,  in  his  published  opinion,  are 
'*  directly  concerned "  in  Mr.  Blakney's  promo- 
tion "  have  no  good  ground  of  complaint,  as  it 
it  undoubted  that  he  it  better.  4t>le  tEaa  they  to 
conduct  the  work  ? 
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3.  Do  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  and  the 
O^mty  Public  Service  Inspector  each  concur  in 
the  published  opinion  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  '*  that  it  is  undoubted  that  Mr 
Blakney  can  give  better  and  more  efficient  ser- 
Ttce  therein  than  any  of  those  claiming  the  posi- 
tion"? 

4.  Do  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  and  the 
Deputy  Public  Service  Inspector  each  concur  in 
the  poblished  opinion  of  the  Public  Service 
OHnmissioner  that  every  officer  in  his  Depart- 
ment who  is  senior  to  Mr.  Blakney  "is  not  so 
saitable  for  the  special  character  of  the  duties 
/cf]mred  at  the  Telegraph  Counter"? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  Public  Ser- 
vice Craiunissioner  supplies  the  following 
answer — - 

The  Public  Service  Commissioner  is  not  aware 
that  either  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  or 
Deputy  Public  Service  Inspector  has  expressed 
any  opinion  on  the'  extracts  quoted  from  report 
of  Public  Service  Commissioner.  In  the  papers 
already  laid  before  the  Senate,  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner  has  given  the  full  reasons 
'wbieh  actuated  him  in  awarding  an  increased 
salary  to  Mr.  Blakney. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

/ n  Committee    (Ctmsideration  resumed 
from  26th  March,  vide  page  9684) : 
"Schedule. 

Division  XIII. — Paper  and  Stationei^ — 
Item  356.  Paper,  vix. — 

(c)  Australian  Directories,  Guides,  and 
Time-Tablei,  per  lb.  {General  Tariff), 
6d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  6d. ;  and  on 
ud  after  loth  December,  1907,  ^d. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [12.2].— 
When  the  Tariff  was  introduced  in  another 
place  the  articles  mentioned  in  this  para- 
graph were  dutiable  at  6d.  per  lb.  in  each 
column  of  the  schedule.  Those  rates  were 
fxnsidered  satisfactory  by  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  bunness,  but  for  some  rea- 
ion  or  other  the  House  of  Representatives 
reduced  the  duty  against  the  United  King- 
dom to  4d.  The  United  Kingdom  is  the 
only  competitor  in  this  kind  of  work,  and 
I  do  not  know  why  any  preference  should 
b»  given  to  it.  I  am  not  .particular  as  to 
whether  a  request  for  a  higher  duty  in  the 
first  column  is  carried,  or  whether  the  duty 
in  the  preferential  column  is  increased  to 
6d.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  Wise's 
Poit  Office  Directorv.  Those  who  are 
mnning  this  work  employ  a  very  small 
nnmber  of  meii.  What  their  employ^  do 
is  to  take  from  the  municipal,  State,  and 
Federal  rolls  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  residents  in  the  various  towns  of  the 
different  States,  and  to  get  other  informa- 
tion that  is  compiled  by  municipal  and  Go- 
vernment officials,  and  also  Australian  ad- 


vertisements. The  information  and  the 
matter  is  printed  in  England,  because  it 
can  be  printed  more  cheaply  there  than  in 
Australia. 

Senator  W.  Hussell. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  sure  that  that  statement  is  correct  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes.  These  people 
have  the  work  printed  in  England,  because 
I  understand  that  in  Australia  there  is  no 
firm  which  is  prepared  to  undertake  the 
publication  of  this  Sirectory  at  the  price 
which  Wise's  people  are  prepared  to  pay. 
As  it  is  intended  to  be  a  purely  Australian 
publication,  as  its  inccMne  is  derived  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  as  the  Government  assist  indi- 
rectly in  procuring  much  of  the  information 
embodied  in  the  work,  there  is  no  reason 
why,  if  Wise's  people  will  not  have  it 
printed  in  Australia,  they  should  not  be 
made  to  pay  for  having  it  printed  abroad. 
No  doubt  honorable  senators  axe  aware  that 
there  is  published  in  Victoria  a  directory 
known  as  Sands  and  McDougall's  Direc- 
tory. In  connexion  with  that  work  a  large 
army  of  men  is  employed  year  in  and  year 
out  who,  unlike  Wise's  men,  do  not  go  to 
the  municipal,  State,  and  Federal  rolls  for 
infonnation,  but  from  house  to  house. 
A  special  duty  intrusted  to  the  men  i&  to 
ascertain  who  lives  at  a  certain  house,  and 
what  their  occupatitwi  is,  and  I  warrant  that 
all  the  information  contained  in  Sands  and 
McDougall's  Directory  can  be  taken  as  ab- 
solutely reliable.  The  firm,  therefore,  are 
handicapped  in  that  respect  because  they 
have  to  pay  for  the  information  which  they 
obtain  bv  these  methods,  whereas  Wise's 
people  obtain  tfce  information  indirectlv 
through  the  etpenditure  of  effort  and 
energy  by  the  various  authorities. 

Senator  Gray. — Have  there  been  any 
complaints  that  Wise's  Directory  is  not  to 
be  relied  uptm? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  not  com- 
plaining about  Wise's  Directory,  iMit  stat- 
ing that  Sands  and  McDougall's  Directory, 
compiled  as  I  described,  is  much  mMe  re- 
liable than  is  the  other  one. 

Senator  Macfarlake. — ^That  does  not 
follow. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  recognised 
b>  business  men  as  being  much  more  reli- 
able. 

Senator  Gray. — Ts  that  the  honorable 
senator's  statement  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes ;  and  it  is  one 
which  I  am  prepared  to  confirm.  I  know 
which  directwy  the  hcsiwable  senator  as  a 
business  man  would  prefer  if  be  wure  living 
in  Victoria.  C  f^nia\i> 
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Senate  Gkay. — I  should  want  the  best 
one,  whichever  it  was. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — However,  I  am  not 
here  to  make  disparaging  remarks  in  respect 
to  this  publication,  but  to  boldly  proclaim 
that  if  these  people  will  not  have  the  work 
printed  in  Australia  they  should  pay  an 
import  duty.  All  I  desire  is  that  there  shall 
be  at  least  a  duty  of  6d.  per  lb.  against 
the  United  Kingdcnn  as  was  originally  pro- 
posed. I  ask  the  representatives  of  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  will  agree  to  increase 
the  duty  in  the  general  Tariff  to  8d.,  or  to 
increase  the  duty  against  the  United  King- 
dom to  6d. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  H<»ne  Affairs)  [12.10]. — Originally 
the  Government  proposed  a  duty  of  6d.  per 
lb.  on  Australian  directories,  guides,  and 
time-tables,  that  is,  directories,  guides  and 
time-tables  the  contents  of  which  related 
particulaily  and  practically  solely  to  resi- 
dents in  Australia  and  other  matters  of 
Australian  amcern.  It  has  been  recognised 
by  the  Government  for  a  long  time  that  the 
very  undesirable  practice  has  been  followed 
of  getting  much  of  this  material  printed 
abroad,  and,  as  the  honorable  senator  said, 
the  printing  has  so  far  been  cfMifined  to 
the  United  Kingdom.  When  the  Tariff 
was  submitted  elsewhere  a  proposition  was 
made  by  the  Goi'ermnfflt  to  impose  a  duty 
of  6d.  pex  lb.  cm  all  such  printed  matter. 
Some  very  strong  representations  were  made 
to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  by 
deputati(xis  which  waited  upon  him  before 
the  proposal  was  ccHisidered  in  the  other 
House.  But  he  announced  ranphatically 
that  the  Government  desired  to  discourag^ 
as  far  as  they  possibly  could  the  printing  of 
such  matter  abroad  bfcause  it  peculiarly  re- 
lates to  Australia  and  therefore  should  be 
printed  in  our  midst.  If  there  is  any  print- 
ing that  local  printers  who  have  erected 
buildings  and  established  plants  might 
justly  expect  to  be  called  upon  to  do  it  is 
the  printing  of  directories,  guides,  and 
books  for  Australian  purposes.  Under  the 
circumstances  we  should  like  to  see  the  duty 
of  6d.  per  lb.  as  cwtginally  introduced  by 
the  Government  adhered  to,  and  will  sup- 
port a  request  to  make  the  duty  6d.  all 
round  without  any  preference  to  the  United 
KingdcMn. 

"Request  (bv  Senator  Findley)  put  — 

That  the  House  of  Representative?  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  dutv  on  item  1^6.  nara- 
grsiph  c  (imports  from  the  United"  Kingdom), 
per  lb.,  6d. 


The  Committee  divided- 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  16 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  12 


MajcM-ity 


Best,  R.  W. 
Findlcy,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Guthrie,  R,  S. 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating.  }.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  J, 
McGregor,  G. 
Needbam,  E. 


Chataway,  T.  D. 
Dobson,  H. 
Fraset,  S. 
Gould,  U. -Colonel 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
McCoU,  J.  H. 


Croft.  J.  W. 


Ayes. 

Kusscli,  K.  J. 
Russell,  W. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

roller.- 
Story,  W.  H. 

NOES. 

Millen,  K.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 
Pcarce,  G.  F. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Teller: 
Sayers,  R.  J. 

Paul 

I  Pulsford,  K. 


Questiffli  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Item  356.     Paper,  viz.: —  *  - 

(d)  Printed  matter  n.e.i.  (except  newspaper* 
registered  for  transmission  through  the 
post)  being  or  containing  advertisements^ 
including  Magazines  containing  adver-- 
tisemeats  being  more  than  one-tifth  of 
the  printed  matter  contained  within  the 
outside  covers,  per  lb.  (General  Tariff)*. 
6d.;  and  on  and  after  loth  December^ 
1907,  free. 

(e)  Printing,  in  Rolls  or  Folios,  known  a» 
Newspaper,  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
Newspapers  under  departmental  by- 
laws, in  sizes  not  less  than  20  x  3$ 
inches,  or  its  equivalent,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral  Tariff),  to  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  lotb  December,  1907,  free;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

{f)  Printing,  n.e.i. — on  and  after  loth  De- 
cember, 1907,  free. 

(G)  Writing  (plain)  cut  less  than  16  x  ij 
inches,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent,  s 
and  00  and  after  loth  E^ecemDer,  190^^ 
10  per  cent. 

(;)  Cartridge  and  Blotting,  per  cwt.  (General 

Tariff),  6s.  3d. ;  and  on  and  after  lotb 
December,  1907,  5s. :  (United  Kingdom)^ 
fis.  ;  and  on  and  after  loth  December*. 

1907,  4s.  6d: 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  HcHue  Affairs)  [12.17]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  ,^56,  paragraph  l),  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "6d. ;  and  on  and  after 
loth  December,  1CJ07,  free"  and  inserting  ii» 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "6d.,  up  to  and  includ- 
ing 9th  December,  1907." 
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As  the  item  now  stands,  newspapers  are  not 
tinnpt  under  it.  While  the  item  bene  a 
ij-:v,  "newspapers  registered  fw  trans- 
mi^iun  through  the  post "  were  enxpted 
fnun  it  by  its  wordings  but  when  it  was 
BuHe  frw,  "newspapers  registered  for  trans- 
r.iS'.i^xi  through  the  post  "  became  ewspted 
Ircm  the  "free"  provision,  also  by  the 
wording  of  the  paragraph.  The 
inicntlment  which  I  propose  will  make  the 
par^^raph  operative  wly  up  to  the  9th  De- 
ctxber,  1907,  and  so  newspapers  registered 
for  tr.tnsmission  through  the  post  will  fall, 
as  ttiey  ought  to,  under  item  371,  and  be 
free.   The  wording  which  I  have  prop(»ed 

•  ill  still  validate  the  collection  of  the  duly 
u-f>  to  and  including  the  9th  December. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
(12.19].— Under  tbe  arrangement  proposed 
l:%  tlv  Minister,  will  magazines  still  t« 
fr^.  notwithstanding  that  tb^  contain  any 
fj'.untity  of  advertisements? 

Senator  Keating. — Yes,  they  come  in 
nn-ler  item  371. 

Ref]uest  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [12.21]. — I  ino\*e— 

Thit  Ihe  House  of  Representatives  be  le- 
•^ume.!  to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  E,  by 
IfATiQ^  out  the  words  "  10  per  cent.,  and  on  and 
»ftrr  loth  Decembcf,  1907,  free"  and  iniertiog 
m  heu  thereof  the  words  "  10  per  cent,  up  to 
and  inrluding  9th  December,  1907." 

That  win  make  the  duty  operative 
t>nl>  up  to  and  including  the  9th  De- 
fvi^U'r.  and  thereafter  of  no  force  or 
eft<>ct.  The  result  will  be  that  *'  news- 
fkr»*r  *'    will   fall   under   paragraph  f, 

•  priming  Paper,  n.e.i.,  on  and  after  loth 
December,  1907,  free." 

Sfn.itor  Savess. — ^Will  country  papers 
g»-t  their  piper  free? 
S.nator  KEATING.— Yes. 
Request  agreed  to. 

S*flator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [12.23]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representative!  be  re- 
qur^trd  to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  G,  by  in- 
vri.ng  after  the  word  "inches"  the  words 
"  40']  not  in  stationery  packets." 

Suiionery  packets  come  in  under  item  .^57, 
[ur.i.i;raph  A,  at  30  per  cent,  (general 
Tariil)  and  20  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom). 
Mdin  writing  paper,  in  sizes  larger  than  16 
1  13  inches,  is  dutiable  at  only  5  per  cent, 
(general  Tariff)  and  free  (United  King- 
«!.im).  That  encourages  the  cutting  up  into 
Miuller  sixes  and  packing  of  it  in  the  Com- 
nK  imealth.  Paper  in  siaes  less  than  16  x  13 


inches,  imported  in  stationery  boxes,  com- 
petes with  our  own  manufacturers  of  sta- 
tionery. 

Senator  Savers. — The  request  will  mean 
an  increased  price  to  all  the  i>eoi)It;  in  the 
country. 

Senator  KEATING.— Not  at  all. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Quetnsland) 
[12.25]. — ^  informed  that  the  cartridge 
paper  specified  in  paragraph  j  is  used 
largely  in  the  drawing  and  exercise  books 
of  school  children.  All  modern  education- 
ists regard  drawing  as  an  es  ential,  on  the 
same  level  as  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic. That  being  so,  and  as  the  drawing- 
l)ooks  so  largely  used  in  schools  are  an  ab- 
solute necessity  for  the^hildren,  it  is  highly 
advisable  to  make  cartridge  paper  free.  I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  j,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  *'  Cartridge  and "  add 
inserting  the  following  new  paragraph  : — "  (JJ.J 
Cartridge,  free." 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [12.27]. — I  ^ro  "ot 
aware  whether  cartridge  paper  Is  used  to 
any  great  extent  in  children's  exercise- 
books,  but  the  better  classes  of  cartridge 
paper  are  used  for  drawing.  Cartridge 
paper  is  being,  and  can  be  very  easily, 
manufactured  in  the  CtKiimonwealth.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  reason  to  omit  it  from  this 
item  and  exclude  it  from  the  policy  of  pro- 
tection. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [12.28].— 
Senator  St.  Ledger  has  probably  moved 
this  request  with*  the  idea  of  ctrnveying  the 
impression  that  Australian  school  children 

are  to  be  handicapped  by  a  duty  upon  car- 
tridge paper.  Probably  he  believes  that 
Australia  is  not  capable  of  turning  out 
paper  suitable  for  drawing  at  a  price  ac- 
ceptable to  those  who  require  it.  But  the 
mills  in  Australia  are  turning  out  an 
article  equal  in  quality  and  as  reastmable  in 
price  as  that  imported. 

Senator  ^fILLEN.  —  The  paper  mills 
operated  by  the  Paper  Trust. 

Senator  FINDI.EY.— I  would  sooner 
have  the  operations  of  a  Paper  Trust  within 
the  Commonwealth  than  the  operations  of  a 
Paper  Trust  outside  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Millen.— Tlie  honorable  senator 
will  have  his  wish  amply  gratified. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Honorable  sena- 
tors know  mv  views  and  tliosc  of  the  party 
iti  whu-h  I  belong  with  resoect^o^I trusts. 
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SenatcK*  Millen. — Talk  against  them 
and  legislate  for  them  I 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  not  doing 
so.  That  is  an  unfair  way  of  putting  it. 
I  am  here  as  a  protecti<xiist  Labour  man. 
If  I  were  to  refuse  protection  to  an  indus- 
try because  it  is  alleged  to  have  beocane,  or 
to  be  becoming,  a  trust,  I  should  be  untrue 
to  the  principles  upon  which  I  was  re- 
turned. I  ask  that  this  industry  should  be 
given  protection,  and  if  the  free-traders 
opposite  are  anxious  to  put  down  trusts  let 
them  help  the  Labour  Party  in  their  efforts 
to  nationalize  industries  in  order  that  they 
may  be  controlled  and  managed  by  the 
people.  For  the  edification  of  these  anti- 
Australians  who  are  always  declaring  that 
we  cannot  in  Australia  tium  out  certain 
articles  and  commodities,  I  wish  to  exhibit 
samples  of  paper  turned  out  by  the  paper 
mills  in  Australia  which  will  be  found  equal 
in  quality  to  and  as  reasonable  in  price  as 
the  paper  manufactured  by  any  firms 
abroad. 

Senator    ST.    LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[12.52]. — I  think  the  point  is  being  missed. 
The  question  is  not  whether  this  paper  can 
be  manufactured  in  Australia ;  and  I  take 
this  oppOTtunity  of  saying  that  I  have  never 
used  that   argument  in  dealing  with  any 
duty.     It  is  not  denied  that  this  cartridge 
paper  is  very  largely  used  in  all  schools  as 
drawing  paper,  and  that  being  so,  I  am 
entitled  to  ask  the  Cwnmittee  to  permit 
as  much  freedcmi  as  possible  in  the  use  of 
it.    If  honorable  senators  are  not  willing 
to  make  it  absolutely  free  of  duty,  on  the 
ground  that  some  cartridRe  paper  is  being 
made  in  Australia — and  I  'do  not  know  that 
that  can  be  proved — I  am  entitled,  at  any 
rate,  to  ask  that  we  should  not  impose  a 
duty  of  Jd.  per  lb.  on  it.   Tf  it  will  satisfy 
the  Government  or  my  honorable  friend, 
Senator  Findley,  who  is  now  looking  after 
the  interests  of  the  Paper  Trust,  I  am  will- 
ing as  a  comnromise  to  agree  to  a  percent- 
age duty  in  this  case,  but  T  think  it  should 
represent  very  much  less  than  |d.  per  lb. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives lie  requested  to  amend  item  356, 
paragraph  J.   b\-  leaving  out  the  words 
"Cartridge  and"  and  inserting  the  fol- 
lowinK  r.e\v  paragraph  "  jj  Cartridge,  free" 
(Senator  St.  Ledger's  request)— put.  The 
Committee  divided. 

Aves      ...  ...  •■•  8 

Noes      ...  •••  19 


Goald,  Lt..Coloncl 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Uacfarlaoe,  J, 
MillcQ,  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Cbataway,  T.  D. 
tie  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
t-ivens,  T. 
Guthrie,  R.  S.' 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 


Symon,  Sir  Jobtdh 
Pulsford,  K. 
demons,  J.  S. 


Ayes. 

Sayers,  R,  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 


Tiller: 
Dobson,  H. 


Noes. 


Pcarce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Kuiscll,  W. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A 
Turley,  H. 
Vuidon,  J. 

Teller: 
Keedham,  K. 


Pairs. 

]  llesl,  R.  W. 

Crofi,  J.  W. 
I  Fraser,  S. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  356.     Paper,  viz.  : —  .... 


Majority 


TX 


K,  Strawboard,  per  cwt.  (General  Tariff),  3a. 
6d.,  and  on  and  after  toth  December,  1907,  is. 
6d. ;  (United  Kingdom),  as.,  and  on  and  after 
loth  December,  1907,  is.  6d. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[12.38].— I  intend  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
consider  a  request  for  a  reduced  duty  on 
strawboard.  Of  course,  1  am  not  at  all 
h(^ful  that  I  shall  be  able  to  carry  any 
reasonable  request  in  this  Chamber. 

Senator  Findley. — If  the  honorable  sen- 
ator proposed  a  protective  duty  he  would 
carry  it. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  hcmorable  sen- 
ator must  know  that  the  duty  on  straw- 
bcurd  is  one  of  the  highest  duties  in  tSie 
Tariff^  as  on  the  lower  qualities  it  runs 
up  to  60  or  70  per  cent.  What  is  mare, 
whether  the  duty  is  imposed  for  that  pur- 
pose or  not  its  effect  is  certainly  to  fatten 
one  wealthy  man  at  the  expense  of  every 
box  manufacturer  in  Australia. 

Senator  Findley. — That  is  only  the  hon- 
orable senator's  statement. 

Senator  MILLEN. --I  shall  endeavour  to 
prove  it.  I  say  that  tliere  is  in  Australia 
to-day  in  connexiwi  with  this  industry  no 
strcxiger  or  more  perfect  combine  or  trust 
than  that  which  exists  in  connexion  with  the 
manufacture  of  paper.  Not  only  do  the 
proprietors  come  together,  but  when  a  mill 
was  recently  started  in  Sydney  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  under  which  Australia  was 
divided  into  the  particular  spheres  of  opera- 
tion to  be  worked  by  the  Melbourne  and 
Sydney  concerns  r^pectivdy,  t 
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Sou  Cur  GzvENS. — We  shall  deal  with  the 
tnBts* 

Senator  MII.LEN. — What  honorable 
aoulon  are  doing  now  is  to  put  the  mann- 
tactucers  in  a  positicm  to  levy  toll  upwi  the 
peuf^  who  require  to  use  their  products 
as  the  raw  materials  of  the  industry  in 
vhich  they  are  engaged.  The  manufactur- 
ss  of  paper  have  not  the  decency  to  rest 
mntent  with  a  duty  of  25  or  30  per  cent, 
tn  the  article,  but  do  not  hesitate  to  ask  for 
50  per  cent.  Why,  the  daughters  of  the 
i«Yse  leech  were  never  in  it  with  the  people 
vho  run  these  particular  concerns.  I  do 
not  wish  to  mention  the  name  of  any  firm, 
but  they  are  known,  and  their  representa- 
ti\es  haw  been  seen  around  the  lobbies  of 
this  building  within  recent  hours.  The  first 
objection  I  take  to  the  duty  proposed  is 
that  being  a  fixed  duty  upon  an  article  the 
ralue  of  which  varies  very  much  it  is  com- 
paratively low,  I  should  say  as  low  as  i2\ 
or  15  per  cent.,  on  some  qualities  of  the 
article  produced,  whilst  on  other  qualities 
it  is  a  tronendcHisly  heavy  duty. 

Senator  Lynch. — What  would  be  the 
average  duty  ? 

Senatw  MILLEN. — The  average  is 
nner  any  comfort  to  the  man  who  happens 
to  be  using  the  article  on  which  the  duty 
pmes  moeX  heavily. 

Senator  Givens. — The  honorable  senator 
WTS  that  it  runs  up  to  70  per  cent.  If  he 
pmpoMS  to  make  the  duty  60  per  cent.,  I 
will  support  him. 

Senator  MfLLEN. — Senator Givens  pro- 
tably  would  do  so,  but  I  \-enture  to  say 
that  the  Committee  as  a  whole  is  not  game 
to  put  down  here  in  ad  valortm  terms  the 
rate  of  duty  proposed  to  be  levied  as  a 
fiiefi  duty.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  a 
fixcf]  duty  upon  an  article  that  varies  in 
price  is  unjust  in  its  incidence,  I  wish  the 
Coountttee,  seeing  that  the  industry  is 
fairly  established,  to  anent  to  a  proposi- 
tmn  that  a  dutr  of  25  or  30  per  cent, 
would  afford  sufficient  protection. 

Senator  Needhah. — There  is  only  me 
Brill. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  aware  that 
there  is  only  one  mill  here,  but  there  are 
« ry  many  people  who  have  to  use  the  pro- 
ducts of  that  mill,  and  every  additional  jQj 
oi  advantage  we  give  the  proprietors  of 
that  aill  in  the  form  erf  a  protective  duty 
enables  them  to  levy  toll  upon  those  who 
arc  forced  by  circumstances  to  use  its  pro- 
duos.  During  the  inquiry  by  the  Tariff 
rr—mwwin,  one  witnen,  who  was  a  repre- 


sentative of  the  industry,  offered  to  give  a 
guarantee  that  the  price  would  not  be  raised 
if  the  duty  for  which  be  asked  were  im- 
posed. I  have  it  chi  the  authcvity  of  per- 
sons who  are  not  afraid  to  put  their  names 
to  the  statement  that  the  new  price  list 
bisued  after  the  Tariff  was  introduced 
showed  an  increa^  in  the  old  prices  of 
fiom        los.  to  jQg. 

Senator  Lynch. — F<»  the  same  quality 
of  article? 

Senator  MILLEN.— There  would  be  no- 
Uwng  in  the  statement  if  it  did  not  apply 
io  articles  of  the  same  quality.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  price  list  was  issued  by  the 
Australian  Paper  Mills,  which  I  believe  is 
the  Sydney  firm,  and  that  the  statement 
that  the  iprice  would  not  be  raised  was 
made  by  a  representative  of  the  Afelboume 
firm,  but  when  I  challenge  contradiction 
ot  the  statement  that  the  Sydney  and  MH- 
boume  manufacturers  are  working  in  close 
unison  

Senator  Givens. — Is  it  not  a  good  thing 
to  get  rid  of  Inter-State  jealousy  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  do  not  disguise 
what  my  h<Miorable  friaids  opposite  want 
liy  every  means  possible,  they  are  seeking 
to  bring  about  the  establishment  of  these 
combines  in  the  belief  that,  having  built  up 
combines  and  trusts,  and  brought  opera- 
lions  in  a  particular  line  of  business  under 
one  control,  they  will  then  have  a  b^ter 
chance  of  being  able  to  nationalize  the  busi- 
ness. 

Senator  de  Largie. — That  will  come  for 
certain. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  not  quarr^- 
ling  with  honorable  senators  about  their 
policy,  but  I  say  that  their  object  is  clear. 
Although  they  may  thunder  against  trusts, 
they  are  prepared  to  favour  them,  and 
build  them  up  if  by  so  doing  they  can  bring 
the  operations  of  a  particular  business 
under  one  roof,  when,  I  admit  at  once,  it 
would  be  an  easier  matter  tn  nationalize  it 
than  it  would  be  if  it  cMitinued  in  the 
hands  of  competing  firms. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Have  we  not 
voted  for  the  fullest  power  to  control 
trusts  ? 

Senattx  MILLEN. — That  remains  to  be 
seen,  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  attitude  of 
the  hCHiorable  senatcx-'s  party. 

Senator  de  Largie. — There  are  <plenty  of 
trusts  in  free-trade  England. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  is  not  the 
point.  We  have  here  to  d^^l  with,  a  trust 
that  is  doing  requpJpai^j'Cs^oaie  there 
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is  oa\y  one  power  at  present  by  which  we 
can  do  so,  until  our  anti-trust  law  is  put  on 
di  better  footing,  and  that  is,  whilst  giving 
tliem  a  reas(Kiable  measure  of  protecticm,  to 
make  it  impossible  fox  them  to  unduly 
B.eocp'  the  consumer.  That  they  will  fleece 
tl:e-  consumer  to  some  extent  1  have  not  the 
sUghtest  doubt. 

Senator  Givens.  —  Why  not  prevent 
them  from  fleecing  him  at  all  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  should  be  pre- 
pared to  move  that  the  item  be  m^de  free, 
but  I  have  to  recognise  that  this  industry 
has  had  the  benefit  of  a  duty  for  some 
time,  and  that  a  large  number  of  hcmorable 
senators  would  not  support  me  in  such  a 
proposition.  I  have  to  si^»nit  a  practical 
proposal.  Under  a  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
the  industry  ought  to  be  able  to  develop. 
One  of  the  representatives  of  the  manufac- 
turers, Mr.  McDougall,  declared  that  a 
duty  of  IS.  was  equal  to  only  12 J  per  cent. 
Of  course  that  is  not  the  truth.  It  was 
true  so  far  as  regarded  one  quality,  but  it 
did  not  apply  to  the  whole  range  of  quali- 
ties. 

Senator  McGregor. — What  is  the  aver- 
age price  of  the  whole  range? 

Senator  MTLLEN.-— I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  A  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ought  to 
be  enough  in  all  ccxiacience.  It  is  difficult 
to  agree  upon  a  fixed  duty,  because  much 
depends  upon  the  quality  of  the  article. 

SenatOT  McGregor. — Would  the  honor- 
able senator  be  prepared  to  make  the  duty 
IS.  or  25  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  returns 
the  higher  amount  of  duty? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  to  be  a  little 
bit  cautious  about  suggestions  coming  from 
the  other  side,  and  I  do  not  claim  to  be  a 
lightning  calculator.  I  know  nothing  about 
these  various  ranges  of  qualities,  but  I 
should  be  inclined  to  say  that  the  sugges- 
titxi  might  be  accepted. 

Senator  Colcmel  Nkild. — Fifteen  per 
cent,  is  high  enough. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  admit  that  it  is 
high  enough,  but  I  know  the  protectionist 
feeling  of  the  Chamber.  I  by  no  means 
think  that  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ought  to 
be  imposed.  Indeed,  I  think  it  is  out- 
rageous. 

Senator  Givens. — Why  move  it  then? 

Senator  M ILLE  N .— We  have  fairly 
gauged  the  .strength  of  opposing  parties  by 
this  time,  and  I  know  that  if  I  sUrted  to 
try  to  give  effect  to  my  own  views  on  every 
item,  1  should  soon  be  sent  to  Coventry 
as  simply  wasting  the  time  of  honorable 
senators. 


Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor has  no  hope  of  carrying  a  duty  of  35 
per  cent. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Senator  Findley 
does  not  know  the  size  of  my  hopes.  I 
have  no  hesitatitxi  in  submitting  this  re- 
quest. I  ask  honorable  senators  to  remem- 
ber two  things — first  of  all  that  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent,  is  clearly  quite  suflScient ;  and 
further  that  it  is  more  equitable  to  have  an 
ad  valorem  than  a  fixed  duty  upon  an 
article  the  price  of  which  varies  very  mtx^. 
I  move — 

That  the  Houie  of  Rqmaentativra  be  xe- 
quested  to  make  the  duty  on  item  356,  para-' 
graph  K-  (imports  under  General  Tariff),  ad  val., 
25  per  cent 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [12.49]. 
■ — The  honorable  senator  who  has  just  re- 
sumed his  seat  has  referred  to  this  duty  as 
penalizing  a  number  of  persons  who  are 
using  strawboard.  Perhaps  it  would  be  as 
well  to  traverse  briefly  the  history  of  this 
industry  in  Victoria.  Befwe  any  straw- 
board  was  made  here  the  cheapest  that 
could  be  obtained  cost  j£iy  per  ton.  The 
Victcvian  Parliament  imposed  a  duty  of 
£4  per  ton.  That,  accwduig  to  the  reason- 
ing of  honorable  senatws  opposite,  should 
have  made  the  price  ^^21  per  ton.  But 
what  it  really  did  was  to  reduce  the  price 
to  £12.  It  established  the  manufacture  in 
this  country  of  an  article  which  was  sold 
for  less  than  the  price  of  the  imported 
material.  The  effect  upon  the  ccHisumer 
was  therefore  to  put  per  ton  into  his 
pocket,  and  also  to  put  j£4  into  the  reve- 
nue. I  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  these 
facts  and  they  cannot  be  disproved. 

Senator  Chataway. — Is  the  btmorable 
senator  sure  that  he  is  considering  a  com- 
parison between  strawboards  of  similar 
quality  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  dealing 
with  the  lowest  priced  strawboard.  My 
hcHiorable  frirad  does  not  expect  me  to  have 
the  intimate  technical  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dustry that  he  himself  probably  possesses. 

Senator  Millen. — What  was  the  price 
before  this  duty  was  imposed? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  was  £S  per 
ton. 

Senator  Millen. — The  price  list  shows 
that  on  the  24th  August  the  price  of  Broad- 
ford  strawboard  was  increased  from  j£j  los. 
to  £9. 

Senator  TRENWITH.—There  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  why  it  should  be  dearer.  This 
has  been  a  dry  sfj^^jt^^g^j^tra- 
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lit,  and  straw  has  an  immeiise  value  erary- 
whm  that  it  did  not  possess  before.  The 
reason  for  the  iixrease  is  so  obvious  that  I 
am  sure  that  Senatn  Millen  will  recc^ise 
it  as  being  a  suffident  one.  The  price  of 
straw  last  year  was  companatively  unimpor- 
tant, and  it  was  even  permitted  to  rot  in 
many  places. 

Senator  Millen. — The  point  is  that  on 
the  24th  August,  when  the  Tariff  was 
t^led.  the  price  of  Broadfwd  strawboard 
was  increased  frcno  j£y  los.  to  j£g.  Later 
ODi  when  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
duced the  duty  from  2S.  6d  to  is.  6d.,  the 
sunufacturers  lowered  their  price. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  that  the  htxiorable  senator^ 
statements  are  incorrect,  and  have  not 
soffici^t  information  to  deal  with  that  as- 
pect of  the  case.  A  ptunt  in  the  corre- 
spondence referred  to  by  Senator  Millen 
was  that  the  strawboard  made  at  Broad< 
ford  is  not  of  the  same  quality  as  that  im- 
ported. 

Senatcv  Millen. — ^The  only  reference  to 
quality  was  that  a  fixed  duty  falls  with 
unequal  incidence  upon  varying  qualities. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  shall  not  deal 
with  that  point,  because  it  has  been  suffi- 
ciently discussed.  The  allegation  has  been 
made  that  the  finer  qualities  of  strawboard 
smtable  for  the  manufacture  of  the  smaller 
kinds  of  boTCS  cannot  be  made  in  this 
countr>- — that,  in  fact,  the  card  made  is 
not  good  enough.  It  has  been  said,  for 
instance,  that  jewellery  boxes  cannot  be 
made  of  it.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  jewel- 
lay  box  made  from  Broadford  card.  As 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  it  is  as  good  as 
could  be  obtained  anywhere,  and  as  small 
as  could  be  desired.  I  wish  to  intimate 
that  when  the  present  request  is  disposed 
of,  I  intend  to  submit  one  in  favour  of  an 
increase  of  duty  in  the  general  Tariff 
column.  I  do  not  propose  to  affect  the 
duty  against  the  United  Kingdom. 

Senator  Millen. — As  nothing  cones 
from  the  United  Kingd(»n  that  does  not 
matter. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— That  may  1* 
so.  but  I  see  no  reason  whv  as  good  straw- 
hoard  !thould  not  be  made  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  in  Holland. 

Sniator  Vakdon. — Does  the  honwable 
lenator  know  of  one  mill  in  Great  Britain  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  do  not,  but  I 
see  no  rea.wn  why  it  should  not  be  made 
tiiere.  Probably  it  will  be  if  we  give  a 
nibstantial  preference  to  Great  Britain. 


Senator  Macfarlanb. — ^What  is  straw- 
board  made  of  ? 

■  Senator  TRENWITH.— It  is  made  of 
straw. 

Senator  Macfarlane.— What  sort  of 
straw  ? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— Of  the  straw 
that  goes  to  waste  very  frequently  on  Vic- 
torian farms. 

Senator  Macfaslans. — In  Holland  it  is 
made  of  rye  straw. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— In  Uiis  ootmtry 
it  is  made  from  wdinary  wheaten  and  oaten 
straw.  I  intend  to  propose  that  the  dutv 
be  2s.  per  cwt.  under  the  general  Tariff.  I 
should  move  that  it  be  2s.  6d.,  but  as  an- 
other place  reduced  the  duty  frcxn  2s.  66. 
to  IS.  6d.,  I  think  there  is  a  better  prospect 
of  a  duty  of  2s.  being  agreed  to.  No  duty 
could  be  too  high  upon  this  product,  be- 
cause it  is  made  fr«n  a  raw  material  which 
is  frequently  permitted  to  rot  because  there 
is  no  use  for  it  in  Australia. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  hoxorable 
senator  could  better  achieve  his  purpose  by 
prohibiting  strawboard  fnxn  being  imported. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— If  the  Commit- 
tee were  willing  I  should  have  no  objection 
to  such  a  proposition.  My  views  on  that 
point  are  so  well  known  that  the  honorable 
senator  might  have  saved  himself  the  inter- 
jection. The  industry  gives  employment  to 
a  number  of  wood-cutters  and  carters  and 
other  workers  to  the  rattmt,  in  one  firm 
alone,  of  nearly  ;^ioo  per  week. 

Senatw  Millen. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  say  that  -^100  per  week  is  paid  in 
connexion  with  the  manufacture  of  straw - 
board  alone? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— A  great  de.1l 
more — nearer  ^300. 

Senator  Millen. — The  man  who  wouM 
sav  that  would  say  anything. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  state  the 
facts.  In  addition,  to  that,  it  is  alleged 
that  one  manufacturer  at  anv  rate  is  mak- 
ing an  enormous  fortune.  So  that  we  have 
these  facts  ccnnbined — that  strawboard  is 
now  immensely  cheaper  because  of  the  local 
manufacture;  that  a  considerable  number 
of  persons  are  provided  with  employment 
in  its  manufacture ;  and  that  at  least  one 
capitalist  is  making  immense  profits  out  of 
the  industry.  Surely  these  are  effects  which 
we  should  like  to  see  increased. 

Sitting  suspended  from  t  to  2.15  f.m. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [2.15!.— 
In  submitting  his  request  (or  ^  Jkiw^r^  duty 
Senator  Millaa  ^ 
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two  statements  which,  upon  examination, 
will  not  be  found  to  be  correct.  He  said 
that  the  existing  duty  was  in  the  interest 
of  a  paper  combine  or  trust,  and  that  since 
it  had  been  fotined  the  price  of  strawboards 
had  been  increased.  So  far  as  my  inf«- 
mation  goes,  there  is  no  oombine  or  trust- 
It  is  true  that  in  1895  there  were  in  Vic- 
toria three  mills  known  as  the  Barwoit 
Paper  Mills,  the  Broadford  Paper  Mills, 
and  the  Melbourne  Paper  Mills.  They 
have  been  formed  into  one  company,  and 
duly  registered  under  the  Ccxnpanies  Act, 
and  the  statement  that  has  been  made  fre- 
quently here  and  elsewhere  that  it  is  an 
industry  run  entirely  by  Sands  and 
McDougall  is  absolutely  incorrect.  It  is 
true  that  about  twenty  years  ago,  Mr. 
McDougall,  of  that  firm,  looking  into  the 
future,  and  anticipating  it  too  rapidly> 
embarked  in  the  strawboard  mill  industry 
located  at  Broadford.  I  am  informed  that 
he  invested  no  less  than  ^50,000,  and, 
like  many  men  who  do  the  pioneering  work 
m  particular  lines  of  conunexcial  enterprise, 
he.  so  to  speak,  blazed  the  track,  but  he 
suffered  a  considerable  loss.  Howevei, 
during  that  period  the  industry  has  had  a 
somewhat  varied  career.  With  the  small 
measure  of  protection  which  it  has  had,  it 
has  succeeded,  but  not  succeeded  to  thai 
extmt  whidi  every  well-wisher  of  Austra- 
lian industry  would  desire.  It  has  had  to 
contend  against  manifestly  unfair  competi- 
tion. Those  who  advocate  free-trade  prin- 
ciples trot  out,  not  infrequently,  the  argu- 
ment that  many  industnes  have  a  very 
great  natural  protectimi  in  the  charges  that 
arc  made  for  the  carrying  of  ipartiailar 
commodities.  In  one  ot  the  circulars  which 
have  been  sent  to  honorable  senators  bv  a 
Sydney  firm,  the  statement  is  made  that  the 
freight  on  strawboard  equals  £,2  a  ton. 

Senator  Millen. — Why  not  state  that  ii 
runs  from  a  lower  figure  up  to  that  sum? 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  In  a  circular, 
Kirth  and  Company  state  that  the  freight 
on  strawboard  runs  from  a  lower  figure  up 
to  j£2  ICS.  a  ton,  while  Fuertb  and  Nail 
state  that  the  freights  per  sailer  equal  i8s. 
90.  per  ton.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  straw- 
board  is  carried  on  swne  of  the  sailing 
ships  at  times — when  the  tramp  ships  en- 
gage in  a  freight  war — for  as  low  as  3s.  od. 
per  tern.  How  is  it  possible  for  any  Aus- 
tralian industry,  when  goods  are  carried  "^t 
such  a  low  rate,  to  expect  to  succeed  un- 
less it  gets  what  I  consider  a  legitimate 
measure  of  protection? 


Senator  Macfarlame. — Is  that  by  wright 
or  by  measurement  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  by  mea- 
surement. 

Senator  Macfarlane. — It  would  not  pay 
for  the  handling  of  the  material. 

Senator  Guthrie.— They  want  it  for 
stiffening. 

Senator  Millen. — They  want  straw- 
board  for  stiffening? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  carried  for  as 
low  as  2s.  6d.  a  ton  measurement,  and,  as 
I  ton  of  boards  equals  ij  tons  measure- 
ment, that  means  3s.  9d.  Senator  Millen' 
also  said  that  in  consequence  of  an  increase 
ill  the  price  of  strawboard,  the  different 
users  had  been  forced  to  increase  their 
prices  by  from  10  to  20  per  cent. 

Senator  Millen. — I  did  not  say  any- 
thing about  from  10  to  20  .per  cent. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  circular  does. 

Senator  Millen. — Bm  the  honorable 
senator  connected  my  name  with  the  state- 
ment. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Before  the  Tariff' 
Commission,  Mr.  Auslebrook,  a  box-maker, 
of  Brisbaiie,  was  examined  in  regard  to 
a  suggestion  that  an  additional  duty  of  is. 
should -be  placed  on  strawboard. 

What  would  the  additional  is.  per  cwt.  upoa 
strawboard  add  to  the  price  of  a  dozen  of  such 
boxes? — You  are  coining  down  to  the  infinitesi- 
mal ;  but,  as  I  consume  about  200  tons  of  straw- 
board  per  annum,  the  additional  duty  would 
mean  a  difference  of  £200  to  me. 

But  what  would  that  £aoo  distributed  over  the 
whole  of  the  work  you  do  mean?— An  additkm 
of  about  2  per  cent,  to  llie  cost. 

In  spite  of  that  admission,  made  by  a  man 
engaged  in  a  similar  line  of  industry  to 
the  two  firms  which  have  circularized  hon- 
orable senators,  other  makers  of  bostes  say 
that,  because  there  has  been  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  strawboards,  they 
have  been  ccmipelled  to  increase  the  price 
of  their  boxware  by  from  10  to  20  per 
cent. 

Senator  Millen.— Why  was  there  any  in- 
crease at  all? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  increase  is 
not  due  to  the  duty. 

Senator  Millen.— Why  did  it  take  place 
concurrentiv  with  the  movement  of  the 
duty? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— It  is  due,  so  I  am 
informed,  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  price  of  the  raw  material. 
Although  this  straw  is  absolutely  useless  to 
the  average  Victorian  farmer,  yet  he,  know- 
ing that  there  is  a  scarcity  of  rain,  and  in 
some  parts  a  '^^^ 
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there  is  only  one  maker  of  sCrawboard  in 
the  State,  has  held  out  for  an  increased 
prioe  for  his  straw,  as  he  sometimes  does  in 
the  case  of  other  commodities. 

Senator  Millen. — Why  was  there  a  fall 
in  the  price  of  strawboard  in  December 
after  the  other  House  had  lowered  the 
dutv? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  am  dealing  with 
the  particular  period  when  those  engaged 
in  the  industry  had  to  pay  an  increased 
prke  for  the  straw.  There  have  been 
periods  when  the  people  interested  in  the 
facttxy  at  Broadfco'd  have  been  able  to  get 
straw  at  £1  a  ton.  There  have  also  been 
periods  when  they  have  had  to  pay  as  much 
as        a  Xxxi  for  it. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  curious  that 
these  things  happen  just  as  the  duty  moves 
up  or  down. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— We  know  that 
certain  things  happen  at  certain  times  of 
the  year,  and  by  a  stretch  of  imagination 
one  can  fit  them  in  with  a  statement  that 
is  made  with  the  desire  to  damage  the  re- 
putation of  this  industry  or  a  particular 
factory. 

Senatcx*  Millen.— -It  is  not  a  statemait, 
but  a  fact,  whkh  is  (hi  official  reccvd. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — This  is  an  indus- 
try whidi  deserves  every  encouragement. 
It  is  a  natural  and  a  primary  industry. 
The  farmers  have  received  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage by  its  establishment  at  Broadford. 
Those  engaged  in  the  wood  industry  are 
materially  concerned  in  its  progress.  As 
much  as  ^£4,000  a  year  is  paid  to  the 
woodmen  in  and  around  the  district.  And, 
apart  from  what  is  paid  to  the  lime-buniers, 
as  much  as  j£5,ooo  a  year  is  paid  to  the 
farmers  fcx  die  straw.  In  fact,  over 
•r.6,000  a  year  is  paid  in  wages  to  those 
engaged  in  the  industry. 

Smator  Millen. — Whence  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  get  all  this  infmmation  ? 

Senatw  FINDLEY. — I  got  the  informa- 
tion from  those  who  are  directly  roncemed 
in  the  mill  which  I,  in  conjunction  with 
others  senators,  visited  last  Satiu-day.  I  did 
not  count  the  hands,  but  I  do  not  doubt 
for  a  moment  that  there  are  82  engaged  in 
the  factory.  It  is  worked  on  the  three- 
shifts  system.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
with  the  additional  protection  for  which 
.  Senatw  Trwiwith  asks,  the  strawboard  frwn 
Holland  and  Japan  will  not  have  such  a 
big  market,  and  the  local  industry  will  be 
in  a  far  better  positicw*  than  hitherto  it  has 
been  in.  I  am  informed  that  recently  the 
N'ew  South  Wales  Government  called  for 


tenders  for  the  supply  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  strawboard.  "Huee  tenders  were  re- 
ceived, namely,  one  fnwn  Victwia,  one 
item  Japan,  and  «re  frwn  Holland.  Ths 
price  of  the  Victorian  tenderer  was  los. 
a  ton ;  the  Japan  tenderer  asked  2s.  6d. 
a  ton,  while  the  price  of  the  Holland 
tenderer  was  £^  a  ton.  Although  there 
is  a  duty  of  30s.  a  ton  on  strawboard, 
still  the  representative  of  the  Holland  mill 
was  able  to  put  in  a  tender  at  £1  los.  less 
than  the  Victorian  price,  and  the  Holland 
tenderer  quoted  as.  6d.  a  ton  less  than  the 
Japanese  tenderer.  Last  night,  Senator  Var- 
don  pointed  out  how  acute  the  oompetition 
is  beocxning  in  respect  of  the  Japanese,  who 
are  engag^  in  certain  lines  of  industry; 
he  exhibited  calendars  that  were  printed  at 
Yokohama;  and  no  doubt  what  is  taking 
place  in  regard  to  the  printing  trade  there 
is  occurring  in  almost  every  line  of  industry 
in  Japan.  Japanese,  it  is  said,  are  now 
extensively  engaged  in  the  making  of  straw- 
board.  There  i^  no  reason  why  the  Cwn- 
mittee,  having  declared  in  favour  of  a 
protectionist  policy,  should  not  give  to  this 
industry  that  protection  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled. Last  year  we  imported  about 
j^24,ooo  worth  of  strawboard  from  Hol- 
land and  Japan. 

Senator  Millen. — How  much  from  tach 
country  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  have  not  the 
statistics  for  each  country  at  hand. 

Senatw  Millen. — We  impcnrted  jQi,Qcx> 
wOTth  fnxn  Japan,  but  the  hcmorable  soia- 
tor  always  trots  in  the  bogy. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— There  is  no  bogy 
about  Japan.  The  very  fact  that  a  Japan- 
ese mill  tendered  to  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  for  the  quantity  which  it  re- 
quired recently  shows  cwiclusively  that 
Japan  as  a  competitor  is  not  a  bogy,  but 
an  actuality.  The  wages  in  Holland  are 
in  swne  cases  about  a  quarter  of  those  paid 
in  Australia,  while  the  hours  run  from 
twelve  or  fourteen  per  day.  In  Japan  they 
are  from  twelve  to  sixteen,  and  we  know 
that  the  trages  there  are  cmly  from  6d.  to 
IS.  per  day. 

Senator  Millen. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  give  the   total   imports   as  over 

;^20,000  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  gave  the  impor- 
tation of  strawboard  as  _;^24,ooo. 

Senator  Millen.  —  According  to  the 
official  return  it  is  ;^i6iooo.  The  honor- 
able senator  must  have  included  othea:  kinds 
of  boards.  Digitized  by  VjOOv  IC 
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Senator  FINDLEY. — To  show,  from  an 
industrial  point  of  view,  what  increased 
protection  given  to  the  manufacturer  means, 
since  the  imposition  of  this  higher  duty  by 
another  place  the  hours  of  the  employes  at 
Broadford  have  been  reduced  frcan  twelve 
to  eight  per  day,  which  means  to  those  who 
have  embarked  their  capital  in  the  industry 
a  further  expenditure  in  wages  of  con- 
siderably over  ;^i,ooo  per  year.  There- 
fore with  the  eight  hours  system  and  better 
wages,  and  the  fact  that  the  industry  has 
never  been  on  what  mi^ht  be  called  a  sub- 
stantial basis,  the  measure  of  protection 
which  it  asks  for  ought  to  be  readily  given. 
They  are  making  at  Broadford  a  board 
equal  in  quality  to  any  imported  either  from 
Holland  or  Japan.  The  users  of  the  boards 
have  no  fault  to  find  with  their  quality, 
but  scane  folks  in  Sydney  are  complaining 
about  being  handicapped  owing  to  the  sug- 
gested increase.  It  is  remarkable  that  we 
have  heard  ^ew,  if  any,  complaints  from 
any  Victorian  boxmakers  about  it.  The 
wail  comes  from  New  South  Wales,  the 
State  whidi  has  for  a  consideiable  period 
been  wedded  to  the  free-trade  fallacy. 

Senator  Vardon. — Here  is  a  complaint 
from  a  boxmaker. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— A  Victorian? 

Senator  Vardon.  —  No,  New  South 
Wales. 

Senator  FINDLEY.—That  is  what  I  am 
saying.  No  oxnplaints  have  been  made  by 
the  Victorian  bcomakers. 

Senator  Millen.— For  the  obvious  rea 
son  that  the  manufacturers  have  a  ccanpletc 
trust  here  and  can  practically  do  what  they 
like  with  the  Victorian  boxmakers. 

Senator  FINDLEY.—That  statement 
has  been  made  more  than  once  to-day,  but 
so  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
a  complete  trust  in  this  industry. 

Senator  Millen.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  deny  that  it  exists? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  want  proof  that 
it  does  exist.  There  existed  at  one  time 
independoit  companies,  which  have  now 
been  formed  into  one  company,  and  they 
may  have  regulated  prices,  but  tHat  has 
been  done  in  a  hundred  and  one  lines  of 
business  in  various  States. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Such  as  to- 
bacco? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— If  the  honorable 
senator  can  point  to  anything  that  these 
people  have  done  similar  to  what  has  been 
done  bv  the  Tobacco  Combine  in  Austra- 
lia, then,  strong  as  my  protectionist  prin- 
ciples are,  I  will  not  be  so  enthusiastic  in 


supporting  the  proposal  for  an  increased 
duty.  This  is  an  industry,  anyhow,  that 
deserves  encouragement.  It  has  had  to 
struggle  for  existence,  .and  has  demonstrated 
that  an  article  equal,  and  in  scMne  cases 
superior,  to  the  imported,  can  be  turned 
out,  while  since  its  establishment  wages 
have  been  increased,  hours  have  been  re- 
duced, and  the  users  of  the  oxnmodity  have 
been  in  no  way  disadvantaged. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [2.35]. — I  do  not  intend  to  give  a 
silent  vote  <mi  this  item.  I  intend  strenu- 
ously to  oppose  Senator  Milieu's  request, 
and  to  support  the  one  which  will  be  moved 
to  increase  the  duty.  I  am  not  afraid  to 
say  that  in  company  with  other  honorable 
senators  I  visited  the  strawboard  mill  at 
Broadford  last  Saturday.  I  was  pleasantly 
surprised  to  see  the  conditions  obtaining 
there.  My  visit  removed  from  my  mind 
the  idea  that  I  had  regarding  the  insani- 
tary and  offensive  conditions  that  sometimes 
obtain  in  similar  manufactures.  The  oc- 
cupation is  very  clean  and  healthy  as  con- 
ducted in  the  Broadford  mill.  If  there  is 
a  natural  industry  in  Australia,  the  manu- 
facture of  strawboards  is  essentially  one.  I 
see  no  reascm  why  we  should  have  <xily  one 
mill  throughout  this  great  Commonwealth. 
I  believe  that  if  the  ^otection  is  increased 
it  will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  similar 
mills  in  the  agricultural  portions  of  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  here  a  copy  of  the  circular 
from  Fuerth  and  Nail  Limited,  from  which 
Senator  Milieu  has  endeavoured  to  make 
great  capital,  regardini;  the  statement  made 
to  the  Tariff  Commission  bv  the  manufac- 
turers of  strawboard  that  if  the  protection 
was  increased,  they  would  not  increase  the 
price  of  their  product.  I  admit  that  they 
have  since  increased  the  price,  but  that  was 
due,  not  in  any  way  to  the  increased  pro- 
tection, but  to  conditions  over  which  neither 
they  nor  any  one  else  in  Australia  had 
control. 

Senator  Millen. — If  the  honorable  sena- 
tor means  that  it  was  due  to  the  increase  in 
the  price  of  the  raw  material,  I  quoted 
portion  of  Mr.  McDougall's  evidence,  in 
which  he  pointed  out  that  he  would  take 
the  risk  of  that,  and  still  give  a  guarantee 
not  to  incre.Tse  his  price. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  quite  agree 
that  ^^r.  McDo'J^all  made  that  st.Ttement, 
hut  the  meteorological  conditions — the 
want  of  rain — increased  the  price  of  straw. 

Senator  Millen. — Mr.  McDougall  said 
he  would  take  that  risk,  r^^^^l^ 
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Senator  NEEDHAM. — Instead  of  the 
increased  duty  playing  into  the  hands  of 
the  alleged  paper  combine,  the  farmers  who 
had  straw  to  sell  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  and  charged  an  increased  price  to 
Messrs.  Sands  and  McDougall. 

Senator  Mxllen. — Mr.  McDougall  said 
tbey  would  take  all  that  risk  and  still  gua- 
nntee  not  to  raise  the  price. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  do  not  attempt 
ID  deny  that,  but  here  is  a  iHoduct,  or  by- 
pnxioct,  which,  but  for  this  mill  in  Broad- 
ford,  would  have  gone  entirely  to  waste, 
and  because  there  was  a  scardty  of  it,  the 
pec^le  who  hajJ  supplies  of  it  increased 
the  price.  If  Senator  Millen  wants  to 
make  capital  out  of  his  asserti<xi  that  Mr. 
McDougall   . 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  not  my  assertion. 
It  can  be  found  in  question  80789,  which 
Mr.  McDougall  now  tries  to  repudiate 
tiuough  the  honorable  senator  on  the  floor 
of  this  Chamber. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Mr.  McDougall 
never  asked  me  to  make  this  statement.  I 
am  speaking  from  what  I  saw.  I  wwit  to 
tiie  mill  last  Saturday  in  order  that  I  might 
be  able  to  deal  with  the  subject  the  more 
intelligently  when  it  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Every  member  has  not  a  technical 
knowledge  of  all  the  industries  which  the 
schedule  touches,  and  it  is  our  duty,  if 
we  have  the  time,  to  make  investigations 
Oft  the  spot  in  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  as 
to  the  cfMiditions  obtaining,  and  the  prob- 
able results  of  any  duties  that  we  may  im- 
pose. Reference  has  often  been  made  in 
the  discussion  on  this  schedule  to  the  new 
protection.  It  has  been  stated  that  it  will 
nevet  be  put  into  effect  by  the  Government, 
or  by  the  manufacturers  who  are  receiving 
increased  protection.  But  in  this  case  the 
manufacturers,  immediately  the  duty  was 
increased  gase  the  benefit  of  it  to  theii 
empIo\^. 

Senator  Millen. — How  could  it  be  anv 
benefit  to  them  unless  thev  raised  the  price? 

Senator  ^EEDHA^f.— They  reduced 
the  hours  of  the  emp'o^-es  from  twelve  to 
eight  per  day,  and  (he  onlv  reason  why  the 
prfce  of  the  manufactured  article  was  in- 
creased was  that  the  price  of  straw  went 
ap.  For  those  reasons  I  shall  vote 
against  Senator  Millen's  request,  and  sup- 
port the  highest  possible  duty  that  can  be 
imposed,  not  only  in  order  to  protect  the 
manufacturers  in  the  Broadford  mill,  but 
in  the  hope  that  the  industry  will  be  estab- 
lidied  in  every  agricultural  centre  in  Aus- 


tralia. The  prindpal  comptxients  of  straw- 
board  are  straw,  lime,  and  alkali,  and  its 
manufacture  gives  work,  not  only  to  the 
men  engaged  in  the  mill,  but  to  those  who 
cut  and  cart  the  timber,  and  burn  the 
lime. 

Senator  Colonel  \EILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.42]. — I  cannot  make  out  who  on 
earth  receives  the  ;£6,ooo  worth  of  wages 
said  to  be  paid  in  connexion  with  this  in- 
dustr)-,  because  tlie  investigations  of  the 
Tariff  Ccmmission  show  that  in  one  case  it 
was  said  that  thirty -one  men  and  seven  boys 
were  employed,  and  in  another  case  "about 
a  dozen  hands  and  a  few  more  carting  fire- 
wood." 

Senator  Millen. — Then  there  is  Mr. 
McDougall's  admission  that  the  manufac- 
ture of  strawboard  was  largely  automatic. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  was  coming 
to  that.  It  was  stated  positively  that  the 
manufacture  of  strawboard  is  largely  an 
automatic  affair,  and  does  not  require  the 
employment  of  many  hands.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  box  industry  in  Australia  em- 
ploys at  least  6,000  hands.  To  set  up  a 
demand  for  high  rates  of  duty  cm  behalf — 
to  put  the  figure  as  high  as  we  can — of 
somewhere  between  fifty  and  sixty  adults 
and  lads,  who,  according  to  the  protection- 
ist theory,  are  to  be  benefited^  while  6,000 
other  persons  are  to  be  injured,  is  a  pro- 
position that  does  not  appeal  to  me.  On 
cue  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number,  I  shall  certainly  vote 
against  a  high  rate  of  duty,  and  in  favour  of 
Senator  Millen's  rather  extravagant  proixi- 
sal.  I  wanted  him  to  move  something  lower. 
I  think  his  proposal  is  extravagant,  but 
I  must  vote  for  it,  as  the  best  thing 
that  offers.  This  tax  is  not  opposed 
merely  by  a  few  honorable  senators 
from  New  South  Wales  and  other  States. 
It  was  opposed  bafore  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission bv  the  South  Australian  box- 
makers,  in  whose  interest  Mr.  Silver 
gave  evidence ;  the  Victorian  Master 
Printers'  Association,  represented  bv  Mr. 
Pratt ;  bv  Alexander  Auslebrook,  of 
Brisbane;  by  the  Xew  South  Wales  Prin- 
ters and  Boxmakers'  Association  :  and  bv  .1 
Mr.  Firth,  who  is  in  business  in  a  very 
larire  way  as  a  box  manufacturer. 

Senator  Findley. — They  want  free-trade 
in  the  raw  materials  of  their  industry  and 
to  lie  protected  a;;ainst  imported  boxes. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Tiiey  do  not 
want  anything  of  the  kind,  and  the  honor- 
able senator's  statement  is  not  onlv  extrava- 
gant, but  inaccurate.  Or^g^g|^hich 
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we  are  now  discussing,  they  have  made  a 
simple  request,  that  the  duty  should  be  15 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  I  believe  that  that 
would  be  a  fair  thing  in  the  interests  of  all 
concerned,  but  as  Senator  Millen  has 
moved  a  request  for  a  duty  of  25  per  cent., 
it  should  certainly  receive  the  support  of 
honorable  senators  who  do  not  desire  tu 
crush  a  widely-spread  industry  for  the  sake 
of  one  Victwian  OMnbine.  In  addressing 
the  Committee,  Senator  Findley  denied  that 
there  was  a  trust  in  the  paper  manufactur- 
ing business,  but  by  way  of  interjection, 
when  Senator  Needham  was  speaking,  he 
said  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  duties 
would  be  to  bring  other  competitors  into 
the  field  who  would  destroy  or  crush  the 
trust.  The  honorable  senator  gave  away 
his  own  panorama  by  absolutely  contradict- 
ing himself.  One  minute  there  was  no 
trust,  and  five  minutes  afterwards  there  was 
a  trust  to  be  crushed.  That  is  tyfncal  of 
the  brilliant  but  very  unoxivindng  orati»y 
to  which  we  have  been  treated  on  this  item. 
However,  we  can  quite  understand  the  en- 
thusiasm displayed  by  a  few  gentlemen  who 
were  the  happy  guests  of  this  avnbine  last 
week.  We  all  know  the  influence  of  en- 
vironment, and  recognise  the  unconscious 
bias  which  may  be  created  by  hospitalities 
courteously  extended.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  the  boxmaking  trade  is  one 
wtiich  affects  almost  every  retail  industry 
throughout  the  Ccxnmaiwealth,  since  these 
paper  boxes  are  very  largely  displacing  the 
everlasting  brown  paper  and  string  to 
which,  some  time  ago,  we  were  accustomed. 
When  the  Tariff  was  first  introduced  in 
August  last,  and  the  duty  was  fixed  at  •is. 
tid.  per  cwt.,  the  price  of  boxes  was  raised 
in  Svdney  by  15  per  cent,  on  boot  boxes, 
10  per  cent,  on  shirt  boxes,  and  20  per 
cent,  on  uncovered  packing  boxes,  whilst 
in  ^^elbourne  prices  were  raised  15  per 
cent,  all  round. 

Senator  Findley. — The  boxmakers  raised 
the  pric^  of  their  own  voliti(Hi,  and  blamed 
the  Tariff. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  When  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  co- 
inciding action  of  Sir  William  Lyne, 
ns  Alinister  in  charge  of  the  Tariff, 
reduced  the  duties  from  2S.  fid.  to 
IS.  6d.  per  cwt.,  the  Sydney  box- 
makers  reduced  their  prices  to  within  5  per 
cent,  of  the  prices  they  charged  when  the 
duty  was  only  is.  per  cwt.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  Victorian  boxmakers  <lid  then, 
but  let  us  hope  that  they  were  fair, 
and  did  likewise.    There  has  been  so  much 


said,  and  very  well  said,  by  SenatcH:  Millen 
on  this  subject  that  I  shall  not  repeat  any 
of  his  statements,  or  attempt  to  enlarge  upon 
any  of  his  arguments.  I  have,  however, 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  befwe  his  request 
is  put  to  a  vote,  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Cconmittee  the  matters  to  which  I 
have  so  briefly  referred. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[2.51]. — Before  we  go  to  a  divisicm,  1 
should  like  to  give  the  Committee  the  bc«e- 
fit  of  some  infcHination  I  have  received  on 
this  important  questi<m.  Hcnorable  sena- 
tors opposite  have  several  times  called  for 
the  authority  upon  which  statements  have 
been  made  from  this  side,  and  my  authority 
for  the  informatiwi  which  I  propose  to 
give  the  Committee  is  a  circular  issued  by 
the  Queensland  Master  Printers  and  Allied 
Trades  Association.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  conclusions  at  which  they  have  arrived 
after  careful  consideration,  or  any  speech  I 
may  make  on  the  subject,  will  influmce  a 
vote,  but  I  still  think  it  is  right  that  in- 
formation supplied  by  so  responsible  a 
body,  comprised  of  men  who  may  be  sup- 
posed to  know  all  about  this  business, 
should  be  placed  before  the  Cwnmittee.  I 
take  the  opportimity  of  saying  that  the 
circular  seems  to  me  to  fully  confirm  the 
judicious,  and,  indeed,  the  moderate,  pro- 
posal sulHnitted  by  Senator  Millen.  I 
quote  the  following  from  the  drcular : — 

The  old  dtity  of  11.  per  cwt.,  with  freight  and 
expensec,  amonnts  to  a  protectioii  of  75  per 
cent.,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason 
why  it  should  be  increased  to  any  further  ex- 
tent to  support  one  strawboard  milt,  which  only 
employs  about  twenty  hands. 

T  do  not  know  that  that  statement  is  ab- 
solutely correct,  because,  as  a  guest  of  the 
important  firm  concerned  in  the  manufacture 
of  strawboard,  I  certainly  saw  more  than 
twenty  hands  employed  at  the  mills. 

Senator  Lynch. — X)i3  not  the  honorable 
senator  see  more  than  fifty  hands? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  do  not  know 
the  exact  number  that  I  saw  emplcqred,  but 
as  I  am  giving  the  statement  (Hi  (xie  side,  it 
is  only  fair  that  I  should  admit  that  when 
I  was  at  the  mills  I  saw  more  than  twenty 
hands  employed.  The  opinicm  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Associaticm  should  be  placed 
before  the  Committee,  as  well  as  that  of 
honorable  senators. 

Senator  de  Largie. — No.  If  the  hcmor- 
able  .senator  knows  the  statement  to  be  in- 
correct, he  should  not  quote  it. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  do  not  shel- 
ter myself  behind  the  statement  appearing 
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in  die  cticulmr  or  bdiind  the  infcHmation 
I  penocully  acquired. 

Senator  McGregor. — But  the  h<XKX'able 
anutor  is  reading  a  statement  whidi  he 
knows  to  be  untrue. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER. — I  do  not  know 
vhy  I  should  be  so  frequently  interrupted 
when  I  am  adopting  a  perfectly  impartial 
attitude  in  presenting  this  information  to 
the  Committee. 

Senator  Lynch. — ^Tbe  trouble  is  that  the 
honor^le  senator  acknowledges  the  state- 
Bcni  be  has  quoted  to  be  an  err<x-^  and  yet, 
in  atl  seriousness,  he  asks  honwable  sena- 
vxi  to  accept  the  balance  of  the  circular  as 
tnc 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER. — I  do  nothing 
of  the  kind,  and  Senatc»'  Lynch  must  know 
it  I  am  moely  placing  these  facts  before 
the  Committee. 

Senator  UcGbecor. — ^How  can  they  be 
facts  if  they  ar»  not  true? 

The  CHAIRMAN— Order.  I  ask  hon- 
orable senators  not  to  interrupt,  but  to  per- 
■it  Senator  St.  Ledger  to  continue  his  re- 
■arks. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  jnitting 
the  statements  of  the  members  of  the  As- 
sociation to  which  I  have  referred  befwe 
Cooanittee,  and  honorable  senators  may 
rnd^  of  their  value.  I  have,  at  the  same 
tim^.  admitted  that  I  am  tmable  personally 
In  confirm  one  of  the  statements  made. 
What  fairer  attitude  could  I  take  up?  The 
armlar  goes  on  to  say— 

TW  new  duty  of  a.  6d.  per  cwt.  U  cqaWs- 
kat.  witk  frei^U,  Ac,  to  ■  protection  of  loa^ 
per  ccbL  Evcd  with  the  present  heavy  protec- 
tive dnlies  Isrge  quantities  of  strawboards  hare 
to  be  iaporled,  as  the  quality  made  10  Victoria 
nl*  nits  a  limited  class  of  work. 

Srnator  Gmsis. — The  quality  is  good 
for  an)  thing. 

Vnator  ST.  LEDGER.~It  may  be  so. 
1  ui  only  putting  these  facts  before  tne 
^'■amin'v-    W*hy  should  honorable  senators 
I*-  «>  impatient  when  asked  to  listen  to  e^  i- 
«hicfa  may  or  may  not  be  correct  ? 

S-rutcr  GfTEXS. — am  astonished  tl.at 
hrvnrable  senator,  as  a  lawyer,  should 
T"*^  an  €x  statement  and  call  it 

r.-  CHAIRMAN— Order.  I  again 
aA  Imarable  •enafion  to  allow  Senator  bt. 
tfdj^  to  mnttmir  his  speech. 

Saator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  dov  propose 
to  lue  sonecim^  wfaidi  may  be  OQondeied 


against  my  own  case.  The  circular  con- 
tinues— 

The  proposed  preference  to  Great  Britain  it 
unreal,  at  no  itrawboard  it  made  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Senator  Lynch. — The  quantity  of  straw- 
board  importeil  from  the  United  Kingdom 
last  year  was  8,000  cwt. 

Senator  Millen. — But  what  was  the 
country  of  origin? 

Senator  ST.  LKDGER.— The  members 
of  this  Queensland  Association,  I  have  no 
doubt,  are  as  strongly  in  favour  of  British 
preference  as  is  any  member  of  the  Com* 
mittee.     They  further  say — 

Strawboard  ii  an  article  largely  used  by  prin> 
ters,  iQanufacturing  stationeri,  and  bos  .manu- 
facturers, and,  so  far  as  Australian  manufacture 
is  concerned,  is  only  made  by  the  company 
which  controls  the  paper  mills  in  Victoria)  thus 
conslituting  an  absolute  monopoly, 

I  Itelieve  that  is  so.  I  believe  that  the 
company  manufacturing  strawboard  in  Vic- 
toria  has  a  oKxiopoly,  and  if  that  be  so, 
we  have  an  additional  reason  for  being 
careful  about  the  dutus  we  impose.  The 
circular  continues— 

The  following  figures  wilt  tbow  the  exorbittsi 
rate  of  this  duty — 

Home  cost,  £^  to  £,$  ton- 
Duty  at  £i  on  per  (on  equals  40  per  cent. 
Duty  on  ros.  per  ton  equals  36  per  cent, ; 
while  in  addition  to  the  duty  the  freight  and 
charges  afford  an  additional  protection  of  from 
/3  to  per  ton,  which  it  equal  to  tnother  6» 
to  70  per  cent. 

I  have  inquired  as  to  whether  the  freights 
are  really  so  high,  and  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  say  that  I  have  beffn  infcM-roed  that  they 
are  not.  I  do  not  say  that  the  statements 
contained  in  the  document  which  I  have 
read  are  absolute  facts.  They  may  not  be 
incontrovertible.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  is 
well  known  that  there  is  only  one  manufac- 
turer of  strawboard  in  this  country.  A 
manufacturer  will  naturally  desire  the 
highest  duty  he  can  get.  It  is  btit  human 
nature.  But  we  have  to  cotifcider  not 
merely  the  interet-ts  of  tl*  manufar-lurfrrfc, 
1-tUt  of  tJw?  cfxisum^rs.  I  agree  with  Swa- 
tr*r  Mill^,  and  sljall  vole  with  him  ac- 
f^/r'linjrly, 

.S^at'yT  KEATINC  (Tasmania-  Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  \^z\  -'J  lie  djr<?:tion 
il  ft  i'.i.s  (l"  b;it<-  has  lak'.'n  v^'ni\  to  roe  to 
indi'ate  cl«;ar]y  that  the  Commiti'ie  wo»jld 
be  w'-')  a'3*iv-d  to  l*-a\e  ti.'  it'-iij  fc'ai;d 
a«.  it  d<jtrs  in  tL«*  'lariT.  fhi  t*.«-  fjiif 
thje  duty  has  l/«m  criticised  *k  fA*TTing  iw 
nj  uch  jx'A  '* -1  ion .  Syrn  sJfjr  M  i  j  len  has 
mcAftl  to  make  t!*e  duty  25,;^er  ceirf.  in- 
Mfrad  of  IS.  6d.  pi9|jtgiB»fey&fe<&gUd'l 


9756 


Tariff 


[SEX  ATE.] 


(<SE(raw5oard). 


thiU  IS.  6d.  per  cwl.  represents  i  very 
mudi  higher  ad  valorem  duty  than  25  pet 
cent. 

Senator  Millen. — On  the  lowtt  grade. 

Senator  KEATING.— Senator  Trenwith, 
however,  is  of  opinion  that  a  duty  of  is. 
6d.  is  not  sufficient.  These  ronflicting 
views  seem  to  show  that  it  would  be  well 
to  adhere  to  what  was  agreed  upon  in  an- 
other place.  When  the  Tariff  C(»nmissi(Xi 
were  investigating  matters  in  relation  to  this 
industry,  they  received  evidence  to  show  that 
a  duty  of  is.  per  cwt.  was  not  sufficient. 
They  recommended  a  duty  of  2s.,  and  the 
Government  proposed  a  duty  of  3s.  against 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  2s.  6d.  against 
imports  from  foreign  countries.  Represen- 
tations were  made  to  the  effect  that  card- 
board box  manufacturers,  portmanteaux 
makers,  and  bookMnders  depended  very 
largely  on  strawboard  as  a  raw  material. 
These  people  said  that  if  strawboard  were 
made  dearer,  they  would  hardly  be  enabled 
to  compete  against  outside  manufacturers. 
Accordingly,  the  House  of  R^resentatives 
made  the  duty  is.  6d.  all  round.  I  trust 
that  that  decision  will  be  maintained,  not- 
vithstanding  the  "divergent  views  expressed 
as  to  the  inadequacy  or  supersufficiency  of 
the  duty. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[3.4]. — It  has  to  be  remembered  that  the 
strawboard  with  which  we  are  dealing  is 
the  cOTipIeted  article  But  bookbinders  and 
boxmakers  use  strawboard  simply  as  a  raw 
material.  They  have  shown  a  desire  to 
meet  the  strawboard  manufacturers  in  a 
fair  and  reasonable  manner.  Ever  since 
1902,  the  duty  CHI  strawboard  has  been  is. 
per  cwt.  I  believe  that  that  was  a  very 
fair  compromise  between  the  manufacturers 
of  this  article  and  those  who  use  it.  1 
am  prepared  to  stand  by  the  Tariff  of  1902. 
If  Senator  Millen  will  withdraw  his  iire- 
sent  proposal,  and  move  one  to  the  effect 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  is.,  I  shall  sup- 
port him. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.7]. — My  object  is  to  reduce  the  dutv.  1 
am' not  at  all  wedded  to  or.e  form  of  reduc- 
tion. I  am  anxious  to  meet  the  views  cf 
those  who  think  that  it  ought  to  l:e  reduced. 
If  some ,  honorable  senators  wish  to  make 
the  duty  is.,  I  shall  be  glad  to  withdraw 
my  present  proposition. 

Request,  by  leaw,  withdrawn. 


Request  (by  SenatOT  Millen)  put — 

That  the  Honie  of  Repreientatives  be  ze> 
quested  to  make  the  duty  m  item  356,  paragraph 
K  (imports  under  General  Tariff),  per  cwt.,  xs. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  7 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  14 

Majority    ...  ...  7 

Atss. 

Cbataw.^y,  T.  D.  I  Sayers,  R.  J. 

Cktutd,  Lt-Colonel       1  St.  Ledeer,  A.  T. 
Millen.  E.  D.  Teller: 
Neitd,  Colonel  |  Vardon,  J. 

Noes. 

de  Largie.  H.  Pearce,  G.  F. 

Givens,  T.  Stewart,  J.  C. 

Henderson,  G.  Story,  W.  H. 

Keating,  }.  H.  Trenwith,  W.  A. 

Lynch,  P.  J.  Turley,  H. 
MtColi,  J.  H. 

McGregor,  G.  Teller: 

Needham,  E.  Findley,  E. 

PAHtS. 

Dobson,  H.  Kussell.  W. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah  Best,  R.  W. 

Pulsford,  E.  Croft,  J.  W 

Clemens,  J.  S.  Frascr,  S. 

Macfariane,  J.  Russell,  E.  J. 

Gray,  J.  P.  Guthrie,  R.  S. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  n^atived. 

Request  (by  Senator  Trenwith)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  356,  paragr^h 
K  (imports  under  General  Tariff),  per  cwt.,  as. 

Senator  VARDO  N  (South  Australia) 
[3.12]. — I  think  it  is  a  most  unholy  sham 
to  pretend  that  the  duty  proposed  would 
give  any  preference  to  Great  Britain.  It 
is  perfectly  well  known  that  strawboard  is 
ihade  in  Holland,  and  scaroely  anywhere 
else. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.13]. — Do  I  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  opposing  this  reqtiest  ? 
Senator  Keating. — Yes. 
Senator  MILLEN. — As  Senator  Vardon 
has  pointed  out,  the  proposed  duty  would 
give  no  preference  to  Great  Britain.  There 
is  not  a  single  strawboard  mill  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Senator  Trenwith.  —  The  honorable 
senator  savs  so;  but  does  he  know  it? 

Senator'MILLEN.— Will  the  honorable 
senator  denv  it? 

Senator  Trenwith. — If  Senator  Millen 
will  tell  me  that  he  knows  that  strawboard 
is  n(A  made  in  England,  I  will  believe 


him. 
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Senator  MILLEN. — Statements  of  that 
kind  have  been  made,  and  have  never  been 
contradicted. 

Senator  Tukley. — ^Tbe  statistics  sliow 
riut  8,000  cwt.  of  strawboard  came  fiom 
tbe  United  Kingdom,  which  is  given  as  the 
country  of  origin. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  have  been  told 
that  there  is  a  small  mill  near  Manchester 
that  makes  sc»nething  like  strawboard,  but 
I  have  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  what  we 
know  as  strawboard  is  made  in  England. 

Senator  Thenwith. — It  would  be  very 
strange  it"  there  were  not  a  strawboard  fac- 
tors in  England. 

Senator  MILLEX. — As  to  Senator 
Torley's  statement,  it  has  always  been  a 
matter  of  some  doubt  as  to  whether,  when 
"oountry  of  origin"  is  mentiwied  in  the 
statistics,  the  goods  referred  to  are  abso- 
lutdv  manufactured  there. 

Senator  Turlev. — That  is  what  we 
understand. 

Senator  K  eating  . — These  figures  are 
based  upon  Customs  declaratiwis. 

Senator  MILLEN. — In  Great  Britain 
there  is  not  one  factory  which  is  turning 
out  the  strawboard  with  which  we  are  now 
dealing.  The  bulk  of  the  commodity 
whidi  oomes  here  does  not  come,  and  is  not 
likely  to  oonK,  frcxn  {i  country  where  straw 
coounands  a  far  greater  value  than  in  Hol- 
land. What  is  attempted  to  be  done  is 
not  to  give  a  preference  to  Great  Britain, 
but  to  put  a  higher  duty  on  strawboard. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
f.^.ifi]. — On  this  very  point  I  quoted  to  the 
Committee  an  ext  ract  f  rom  a  circul  ar 
issued  by  the  Master  Printers  and 
Allied  Trades  Association,  in  which  they 
distinctly  stated  that  the  strawboard  which 
comes  under  this  item  is  not  made  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  therefore  the  British  pre- 
ference is,  to  use  their  own  word  "  un- 
real." Scsiator  Trenwith  is  using  an 
unreal  British  preference  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  a  higher  duty  cm  this 
article,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  even 
doing  justice  between  the  manufacturers  of 
strawboard  and  its  users.  In  the  face  of 
the  distinct  stat^nent  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular to  which  I  have  referred,  we  are  en-, 
titled  to  inquire  whether  the  Minister  is 
satisfied  that  this  British  preference  is  not 
ui  unreal  thing. 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  Minister  pro- 
poKs  to  vote  with  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— We  ought  to 
h»e  a  definite  statement  frcrni  the  Minister 
u  to  vhetho:  the  position  of  Senate  Tren- 


with is  sound.  I  am  very  glad,  however, 
to  learn  that  he  is  ffoing  to  resist  the  re- 
quest, and  I  hope  that  oh  this  occasion  the 
Government  will  be  stnmg  enough  to  carry 
their  own  proposal. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Repr^en- 
tatives  be  requested  to  make  the  duty  on 
item  356,  paragraph  k,  "Strawboard" 
(imports  under  General  Tariff)  per  cwt.  2s. 
(Senator  Trenwith's  request)— put.  The 
Committee  divided. 


Aves 
Noes 


Vimilcy,  F. 
Givens,  T. 
I.vnch.  P.  J. 
McCoIl,  J.  H. 
Mc(>recor,  fi. 
NeedhaiBf  E. 


Best,  R.  W. 
('hatawav,  T.  D. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colone! 
tieadersun,  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
MillcD,  E.  D. 


Croft,  J.  W. 
Fraser,  S. 
Russell,  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Russell,  E.  J. 


...  II 
...  II 

ATKS. 

Slcwart,  J.  C 
Smry,  \V.  H. 
1  tenwith.  W.  A 
Turlev.  H. 

■  TeUcrr 
lie  I.argic,  IL 

Nets. 

Ncild,  Colonel 
I'circe,  G.  F. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Tetter  T 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Pairs. 

Tulsford,  E. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Dobson.  H. 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Macfarlane,  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negatire. 
Request  negatived. 
Item  356.    Paper,  viz. — 

L.  Bags,  ad  vat.  {General  Tariff).  30  per  cent. ; 
and  on  and  after  loth  December.  1907,  per  cwt., 
8s. ;  -(United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.;  and  on 
and  after  loth  Decemtwr,  1907,  per  cwt.,  7s.  6d. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  ta-^o]-— I"  accord- 
ance with  the  notice  I  gave,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qnested  to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  L,  by 
inserting  the  letters  "o.e.i."  after  the  word 
"  Bags." 

This  request  is  necessitated  by  the  fact  that 
paragraph  a  includes  "  all  printed  bags  and 
cartons." 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  356 — 

M.  N.E.I.,  inrludinc  Cardboard;  Pastcbourd ; 
Pulpboard* ;  Cloth-lined  Boards ;  and  Cloth- 
lined  Paper;  Floor  Paper;  Paper-hangings  or 
Wall  Papers;  and  Toilet  Paper  in  roll  or 
packets,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per  cent._; 
(United  Kingdom),  15  pet  cent. 

«I4ote. — Pulpboard  shall  mean  a  pulp  paper 
whether  plain,  <»I<>"Bf^fl,of,=,<@fee5§fe'* 
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size  of  single  royal  30  x  25  inches  or  its  eqniva- 
Icnt,  wcigEs  80  lbs.  or  over  per  ream  01  480 
sheets.  Paper,  which  is  below  the  we^bt  which 
coDstitutes  "boards,"  to  be  dealt  with  nndei 
the  paper  duties. 

Senator  KEATING  {Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [3.21]. — With  a  view 
to  requesting  the  insertion  of  the  words 
after  "  Millboard "  in  paragra{^  N,  I 
move- 
That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  U,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  Cardboard ;  Paste- 
board.'* 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.22].— 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  proposal  of  the 
Minister  to  delete  these  articles  from  this 
item  with  a  view  to  admitting  them  imder 
paragraph  n  free  from  the  United  Kingdom 
and  at  5  per  cent,  from  other  cotmtries. 
If  we  can  make  strawboard.here  for  every 
kind  of  purpose,  why  cannot  we  make  card- 
board and  pasteboard  which  at  present  are 
dutiable  at  20  and  15  per  cent.?  Where 
does  the  consistency  come  in  in  transferring 
these  articles  from  one  paragraph  to  the 
other  ?  I  am  not  looking  at  this  proposal 
from  the  stand-point  of  a  mill-owner  or  a 
printer,  but  from  a, national  aspect.  It  is 
just  as  easy  to  make  cardboard  and  paste- 
board here  as  it  is  to  make  strawboard, 
But  they  are  not  likely  to  be  made  locally 
unless  a  protective  duty  is  imposed.  It 
seems  that  there  is  an  eleventh  hour  kuid 
of  unanimity  in  respect  of  this  request. 
Strong  representations  were  made  to  the 
Tariff  Commission  in  favour  of  the  im- 
position of  a  protectionist  duty  in  the  in- 
terests of  those  who  make  straw  and  other 
boards,  and  now,  when  we  are  nearing  the 
end  of  our  labours  on  the  Tariff,  we  are 
confrcnted  with  a  request  desiring  tlie 
articles  to  be  made  dutiable  at  5  per  cent, 
in  the  general  Tariif  and  admitted  free 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  th^  being  admitted  free  under 
departmental  b^-law,  but  if  we  are  grang 
to  start  admitting  them  free  in  that  way, 
<xi  the  representation  of  certain  interested 
printers,  then  ever^-  printer  from  A  to  Z 
will  be  entitled  to  make  a  similar  repre- 
sentation, because  he  requires  certain  kinds 
of  board.  I  am  rather  surprised  at  the 
attitude  of  the  Government,  because  if 
we  yield  to  every  representation  that 
is  made  in  respect  of  reduced  duties, 
we  shall  get  ourselves  into  a  very  funny 
petition  indeed.  From  a  protectiwiist 
point  of  view,  it  would  be  much  more 
advisable  for  the  Government  to  allow  these 
articles  to  corae  in  imder  departmental  by- 


law^ than  to  admit  them  free  from  the 
United  Kingdcon,  and  at  5  per  cent,  from 
other  countries. 

Senator  Givens. — Is  the  honorable 
senator  going  to  submit  a  motion? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes;  I  shall  move 
a  request  in  regard  to  a  departmental  by- 
law. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[3-24]- — This  is  a  case  where  all  parties 

are  agreed. 

Senator  Findley. — They  have  only 
agreed  within  the  last  day  or  two,  then. 
Read  the  Tariff  C<»nmissicHi's  report. 

Senator  VARDON.— There  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  come  to  a  reasonable 
position,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour.  The 
Paper  Manufacturers,  Cardboard-makers, 
Manufacturing  Stationers,  and  Master 
Printers'  Association,  asked  for  this  altera- 
tion, and  the  mill-owners  joined  in  their 
request. 

Senator  Givens. — Where  do  the  public 
come  in?  Have  we  not  a  right  to  say 
what  is  good  as  well  as  the  members  of 

that  association? 

Senator  VARDON.— I  think  that  we 
ought  to  take  the  testimony  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  trade.  If  the  mill- 
owners  had  felt  that  it  would  do  them  any 
injury,  they  would  not  have  consented  (o 
thi.s  proposal.  The  fact  is  that  cardboard 
and  pasteboard  are  not  made  here,  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  reason  why  duties  of 
20  and  15  per  cent,  should  be  impooed. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  the  Ministur 
has  seen  At  to  move  the  request,  because 
otherwise  I  should  have  done  so.  This  is 
not  a  questioi  of  giving  protecticm  becau&e 
an  industry  does  not  exist. 

Senator  Findlev. — When  shall  I  tie  in 
order,  sir,  in  moving  a  request  to  insert 
the  words  "  under,  departmental  by- 
law"? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
senatcMT  wants  to  make  the  articles  dutiable 
tmless  they  come  in  under  departmental 
t^-law,  those  who  are  of  that  opinion 
will  have  to  vote  against  Ae  present  request, 
and  to  submit  a  request  for  the  insertion  of 
a  new  paragraph  **  mm.  Cardboard,  Paste- 
board, under  departmental  by-law,  free." 
But  I  point  out  that  if  they  should  carry 
a  request  to  eliminate  the  words  in  para- 
graph M,  even  should  they  agree  to  a  re- 
quest to  admit  the  articles  under  departmen- 
tal by-law  in  a  separate  paragraph,  they 
would  still  fall  under  paragraph  n?  undor 
which  they  would  be  admii^^ji^a^^^  5 
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per  cent,  or  free,  aoccvding  to  the  country 
of  origin. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.28].— 
I  hope  that  the  Government  will  agree  to 
the  insertion  of  the  words  which  I  wish 
to  be  introduoid.     All  I  desire  is  that  if 
cardboard  and  pasteboard  cannot  be  made 
in  the  Commonwealth,  they  shall  be  ad- 
mitted  free   under  departmental  by-law ; 
otherwise  I  want  to  make  them  dutiable. 

Senator    KEATING    (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [3.29]. — The  dif- 
ficulty is  thaf  when  it  is  provided  that  an 
article  shall  come  in  either  at  a  low  rate 
cr  free,  as  prescribed  by  departmental  by- 
law, there  is  always  a  purpose  ica  whidi 
it  ii  introduced.      That  purpose  is  set 
for^  in  the  schedule,  and  a  departmental 
by-law   is    framed   accordingly.      If  no 
porpofie  or  object  is  assigned,  the  Depart- 
nmt  does  not  know  in  what  direction  to 
frame  its  bv-law. 

ScnatcM-  GrvENS. — Senator  Flndley  had 
better  rote  against  this  request,  and  leep 
these  articles  dutiable. 
Question  put.     The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes       ...  ...  ...  14 

Noes      ...  ...  ...  8 


Majority 

Beit,  R.  \V. 

CluUway,  T.  D. 

Oobion,  H. 

Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 

HeodenoQ,  G. 
jLcatiog,  J.  H. 
Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


de  Laigie,  H. 
FindUy,  E. 
GWeiu.  T. 
lIcGregcr,  C 


Ayes. 

Sayfrs,  R.  J 
St.  Ledger.  A.  J. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley.  H. 
Vardda,  J. 


TeUer: 
McColl,  J.  H. 


Noes. 


Stewart,  J,  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 


Tellers 
Lynch,  P.  J. 


Faibs. 


Ct»T.  J.  P. 
Uilien.  E.  D. 
Uacfulanei  J. 
TnlifoTd,  E. 


r.uthric.  R.  s. 
Necdham,  E. 
Russell.  E.  J. 
Crofl,  J.  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.341-— I 
vant  cardboard  and  pasteboard  put  in  a 
leparate  paragrai^,  to  be  admitted  under 
departmental  by-law  at  5  per  cent. 
(General  Tariff)'  and  free  (United  King- 
dom). I  understand  that  the  Minister  is 
agreeable  to  that  request  if  I  stipulate  the 
jiuipuaea  f<Mr  wfaidi  the  articles  are  to  be 
iBi|iorted. 


S«iator  GiVENS. — ^Why  not  propose  to 
make  them  free  in  both  columns? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Because  we  have 
observed  the  principle  of  preferential  trade 
throughout  the  Tariff  so  far.  I  will  specify 
the  purposes  for  which  these  articles  are  to 
be  utilized  as  printing,  boxmaking,  and 
kindred  trades. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^That  will  admit 
thwn  for  everything. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— These  boards  are 
to  be  admitted  free. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  is  a  silly  re- 
quest. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Then  let  the  hon- 
orable senator  vote  against  it. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — The  hcwiorable 
senator  does  not  know  what  he  wants. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  put  a  compass 
on  the  honorable  senator  the  other  day  to 
enable  him  to  find  his  way  about,  and  yet 
he  has  lost  himself  lately. 

Senator  W.  Russell. — I  hope  the  hcai- 
orable  senator  will  stick  to  the  truth.  I 
win  ask  him  to  withdraw  that  statement. 

Senator  Best.— Why  move  the  request 
at  all? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  desire  that,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  shown  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  these  f>oard.s  are  being  made  in 
Australia,  they  shall  be  dutiable  at  20  iper 
cent  under  the  General  Ttriif,  and  at  15 
per  cent,  if  imported  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Hcrnie  Affairs)  [3;4o]. — If  that  is 
Senator  Findley's  object,"  then  the  course 
he  now  proposes  is  not  the  right  one  to 
take.  Where  departmental  by-laws  are 
mentioned,  certain  items  are  subjected  to 
duty  or  made  free  as  prescribed  for  certain 
purposes  set  out.  The  Department  there- 
upon proceeds  to  frame  its  by-laws  to  give 
effect  to  that  iprovision.  If  we  inserted 
here  a  request  for  the  free  admission  of 
cardboard  and  pasteboard  for  bcomaking, 
printing,  and  kindred  trades,  as  prescribed 
by  departmental  by-law,  the  question  of 
thar  production  within  the  Commraiwealth 
would  never  arise,  and  no  by-law  could  be 
framed  under  that  incision  to  say  that  the 
duty  should  cease,  or  that  the  articles 
should  be  dutiable  under  another  heading, 
when  their  production  had  been  sufficiently 
established  in  the  Commonwealth.  It 
would  be  necessary  for  the  honorable  sena- 
tor, in  order  to  achieve  his  object,  to  move 
that  the  articles  should  be>  dutiable  at  the 
lower  rate  until  atgip«xdalna^6>^i£  issiv^ 
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stating  that  the  local  manufacture  was  suf- 
ficiently established  to  supply  the  needs  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Findley. — I  will  move  the  re- 
quest in  that  way. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  a  provision  of  that  sort  Depart- 
mental by-laws  generally  prescribe  the 
sizes  to  which  the  particular  article  shall 
be  cut,  so  that  it  may  be  apparent  that  it 
is  not  being  imported  for  any  purposes 
other  than  tiiose  specified  by  Parliament 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.421-— 
Then,  I  shall  move  a  request  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  new  paragraph — 

MM.  Cardboard  and  Pasteboard,  ad  val.  20 
per  cent.  (General  Tariff] ;  15  per  cent.  (United 
Kingdom). 

The  CHAIUMAN.— It  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  honorable  senator  to  submit 
the  request  in  the  following  form — 

That  the  House  of  Repiesentatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356  by  inserting  after 
paragraph  M  the  following  new  paragraph  : — 

"  MM,  To  come  into  operation  on  date  to  be 
fixed  by  Proclamation,  and  in  the  meantime  sub- 
ject to  duty  as  specified  in  sub-item  (N)  below. 
Proclamation  to  issue  ;is  soon  as  it  is  certified 
to  Parliament  by  the  Minister  that  similar  card- 
board and  pasteboard  fitted  for  the  require- 
ment of  local  industrtei  can  be  produced  in  the 
Commonwealth  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply 
the  demands  of  such  industries,  but  no  such 
Proclamation  to  issue  except  in  pursuance  of  a 
joint  address  passed  on  the  motion  of  Ministers 
by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  stating  that  such 
production  is  sufBcicnt  for  the  purposes  re- 
quired— 

Cardboard  and  pasteboard,  ad  val.,  (General 
Tariff),  20  per  cent-;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent. 

Senator  FINDLEY.--I  move  accord- 
ingly, sir. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.46]. — This  is  carrying  to  a  ridiculous 
extent,  what,  under  certun  circumstances, 
might  be  regarded  as  a  good  prmciple.  In 
connexion  with  ircm  and  other  articles^  it 
had  perhaps  s(xnething  to  recommend  it. 
Senator  Findley  is  the  last  man  in  the  world 
to  move  to  reduce  a  duty  if  he  thought  there 
was  any  prospect  of  the  establishment  of 
an  industry  which  it  would  protect. 

Senator  Findley. — I  am  not  moving  to 
reduce  the  duty. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  honorable  sen- 
atw  is  moving  that  these  articles  should  be 
taken  out  of  an  item  in  which  they  would 
be  dutiable  at  20  per  cent,  and  that  they 
should  be  made  free. 

Senator  Givens. — No,  the  Goveniment 
took  the  articles  out)  of  the  itan. 


Senator  MILLEN.— Senator  Findley  is 
now  dcang  that,  and  fax  soax  reason  known 
only  to  himself  is  attaching  the  pious  de- 
claration that  sane  future  Parliament  may 
at  SOToe  future  time  make  the  articles  duti- 
able. I  wish  now  to  find  out  whether  the 
Minister  is  going  to  support  this  absurd 
request.  If  he  is  we  might  just  as  well 
attach  this  pious  declaration  to  every  article 
in  the  Tariff.  I  hope  that  ^e  Minister  will 
not  permit  the  Tariff  to  be  disfigured  by 
attaching  such  an  absurd  declaration  to  the 
duties  on  this  article  when  it  really  amounts 
to  nothing.  I  should  like  to  hear  whether 
the  honorable  senator  proposes  to  carry  out 
the  original  idea  of  the  Go^'emmott  in  this 
matter. 

Senator  W.  RUSSELL  (South  Australia) 
[3.48]. — This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ri,sen 
to  speak  to-day,  and  it  is  Senatw  Findley 
who  has  brought  me  to  my  feet.  The  hon- 
orable senator  has  suggested  that  I  require 
a  compass  to  find  my  way  about,  and  that 
is  about  the  most  imgentlemanly  observa- 
tion that  I  have  listened  to  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Senate.  In  view  of 
what  has  taken  pla<^  in  the  last  few  min- 
utes, it  is  extraordinary  that  an  honorable 
senator  who  has  occupied  so  much  of  the 
time  to-day  should  talk  ot  the  necessity  of 
compasses  fac  any  other  member  of  the 
Committee.  Senator  Findley  has  himself 
made  use  of  three  or  foiur  (lifFerent  awn- 
passes  and  has  called,  amongst  others,  on 
the  members  of  the  Government  to  help 
him  to  explain  a  matter  he  did  not  under- 
stand. I  think  that  when  an  honorable 
.senator  has  nothing  to  say  on  a  subject  he 
should  leave  the  debate  to  those  who  know 
something  about  it.  Senator  Findley  is 
influenced  by  too  great  self-esteem  and  has 
a  habit  of  looking  down  upon  other  honor- 
able senators.  I  hope  that  in  future  he  will 
treat  other  honorable  senators  differently. 
When  other  honorable  senators  desired  to 
speak  he  called  for  a  division,  although  he 
had  previously  wasted  half  an  hour  himself, 
and  then  he  got  up  to  speak  again  when  he 
did  not  know  for  the  life  of  him  what  he 
was  talking  about. 

Senator  Millen. — I  should  like  to  hear 
what  the  Minister  proposes  to  do. 

Senator  Keating. — I  said  that  I  would 
support  Senator  Findley's  request. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.50]. — Then  I  must  confess  not  merely 
my  surprise  but  my  regret.  The  Minister 
came  forward  with  an  intelligible  proposi- 
tion in  asking  the  Committee  to  take  cer* 
tain  artkles  out  oji^imj^pviilfi^^^^  might 
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fall  into  a  subsequent  item.  Honorable 
senatOTS  were  with  him  in  the  proposal  he 
made,  but  before  it  is  carried  into  effect, 
because  of  a  frown  or  a  threat  from  Sena- 
tor Findley  he  immediately  withdraws  and 
tries  to  ccmpromise  in  some  way  by  at- 
taking  this  particular  useless  and  solemn 
provision  with  respect  to  a  proclamation 
which  involves  practically  the  passing  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Smator  Lynch. — The  honorable  senator 
objects  because  the  ^finisterial  proposal  was 
in  his  fa.vour. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Even  Senator  Find- 
ley- does  not  pretend  that  these  articles  are 
made  here,  and  surely  Senator  Lynch  does 
not  wish  to  impose  a  high  duty  upon  ar- 
ticles that  are  not  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator  Gitens. — I  hope  the  hcxiorable 
senator  will  help  us  to  make  these  articles 
free. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  am  glad  to  hear 
that,  because  I  assume  that  Senator  Givens 
is  going  to  vote  against  Senator  Findley's 
request. 

Senator  Givens. — No,  I  am  going  to 
rote  f<M-  it. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Senator  Givens  does 
not  wish  to  make  this  article  free,  but  he 
does  wish  to  destrov  the  preference  pro- 
pcBed  for  Great  Britain,  and  I  am  not 
gang  to  join  him  in  doing  that.  Tt  is 
deplorable  that  the  Minister  after  submit- 
ting an  intelligible  proposal  should  revert 
to  the  old  position  merely  because  Senator 
Findley  is  displeased,  and  should  in  reply 
to  a  question  as  to  what  he  intends  to  do 
say  in  eifect  "I  am  going  to  do  what 
Senator  Findley  wants." 

Senator  Keating. — I  am  going  to  see 
tiut  the  duty  shall  be  5  per  cent,  and  free 
until  the  circumstances  provided  for  in  Sen- 
ator Findley's  request  arise. 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
E3-53]- — W'e  have  just  witnessed  a  most 
eztracHrdinary  exhibition  of  feebleness  of 
purpose.  The  Government  having  declared 
in  favour  of  duties  at  a  certain  rate,  with- 
draw from  their  positicm  when  they  5nd 
that  it  displeases  one  of  their  supporters 
who  appears  to  exercise  great  authority  over 
them.  Senator  Findley,  for  some  reason 
which  he  has  not  divulged,  but  which  he 
probably  knows  very  well,  said  that  he 
was  not  satisfied,  offered  Ministers  the 
benefit  of  his  advice  and  requested  them  to 
take  certain  actifxi.  If  any  honorable  sen- 
ator on  this  side  had  adic^ted  a  similar 


course,  Ministers  would  have  put  thar  feet 
down  and  said  "  We  propose  to  take 
certain  action  which  we  believe  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  we  are  not  goinj;  to  be.  diverted  from 
our  course."  These  goods  can  or  cannot 
be  made  in  Australia,  and  the  action  pro- 
posed by  Ministers  showed  that  in  their 
opinion  they  could  not  be  made  here,  and 
were  not  likely  to  be  made  here  in  the  im- 
mediate future.  They  theref(»e  proposed 
that  the  duty  should  bear  scxne  relation  to 
the  existing  position. 

Senator  Best. — Does  the  honorable  sena- 
tor wish  to  miss  the  train  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  have  no  <^jecticm  to 
missing  half-a-dozen  trains.  I  do  not  care 
twopence  about  the  trains. 

Senator  Best. — We  have  had  all  this 
inane  trash  before. 

Senator  Chataway. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  Senator  Best  in  order  in  saying 
that  an  honorable  senator  is  talking  inane 
trash  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  wwds  were 
applied  to  the  honorable  senator  who  wa.s 
speaking  they  should  be  withdrawn. 

Senator  Best. — Strictly  speaking,  it  is 
hardly  a>rrect  to  say  that  they  were  ap- 
plied to  Senator  Gray,  but  I  am  very  happy 
to  withdraw  them. 

Senator  GRAY.— I  shall  not  feel  hurt  by 
anything  the  hmorable  senator  can  say. 
Ministers  have  thnnselves  to  blame  for  the 
ccHitinuanoe  of  this  debate.  Everything 
was  going  on  satisfactorily  until  Ministers 
inspired  by  Senator  Findley  took  up  a  new 
position.  I  have  persMially  done  all  I  could 
to  assist  Ministers  in  passing  the  Tariff, 
but  when  they  go  out  of  their  way  to  accept 
a  proposal,  to  which  they  were  previously 
opposed,  involving  the  imposition  of  duties 
on  articles  which  cannot  be  manufactured 
here,  honorable  senators  on  this  side  have  a 
perfect  right  to  enter  a  prtrtest.  We  agreed 
with  the  proposal  at  first  submitted  by  the 
Government. 

SenatCM"  Givens. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senatOT  agree  that  we  should  now  go  to 
a  vote? 

Senatw  GRAY. — As  there  is  such  an 
unanimous  desire  to  go  to  a  vote  I  shall 
give  way,  but  I  give  honorable  senators 
opposite  fair  warning  that  if  there  is  any 
more  of  this  kind  of  thing  I  shall  do  what 
I  can  to  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Senator  Millen.  —  1  should  like  to 
know  exactly  what  is  to  he  the  effect  of 
Senator  Findley 'sisieqw^tUfatOgtteried. 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Minister  pro- 
poses to  include  cardboard  and  pasteboard 
in  paragraph  n. 

Senator  Millen. — So  that  if  the  request 
is  carried  it  will  still  be  open  to  honorable 
senators  to  vote  for  duties  of  s  per  cent, 
and  free. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ■-.  15 

Noes     ...  ...  ■■•  10 


Majority 


dc  Largic,  H. 
Findley,  K. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating  ].  H. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McCoII,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 


Chataway,  T.  D. 
Gould,  Lt.-ColoneI 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Netld,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


ATES. 

Needham,  E. 
Russell,  W. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
Givens,  T. 

NOES. 

Sayers,  R.  J- 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Vardon, 'J. 

Teller: 
Dobson,  H. 

PAIRS. 

Symon,  Sir  Josioh 
Pulsford.  E. 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
Macfarlane,  ]. 


Best,  R.  W. 
Ciofl,  J.  W. 
Eraser,  S. 

Russell,  E.  J 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Request  agreed  to. 
Item  356.    Paper,  viz.  : — 

N.  Millboard;  G rey board  ;  Lemhcrbonrd  ; 
Woodboard ;  and  Manilaboard,  on  and  after 
10th  December,  1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  cent.  ;  (United  Kingdom},  free. 

Request  {bv  Senator  Keating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  N,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "  Millboard"  the  words 
"Cardlward;  Pasteboard." 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [4.1].— 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  during  these 
debates  about  the  necessity  of  malung  free 
such  goods  as  are  required  for  the  carry- 
ing on  of  other  industries.  The  5  per  cent, 
duty  on  millboard,  paragraph  n,  is  not 
protective.  It  is  purely  and  simply  a 
revenue  and  preference  duty.  I  am  against 
this  sham  preference,  which  disfigures  the 


Tariff  from  beginning  to  end.  If  there 
were  any  reciprocity,  I  should  favour  it. 
I  move — 

Thst  the  Hotue  of  Representatives  be  re* 
quested  to  make  item  356,  paragraph  tt,  free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [4.5]. — The  articles 
dealt  with  in  paragraph  n  are  mainly  raw 
material,  and  are  imported  both  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. Certainly  if  a  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
is  imposed  on  those  imported  frcmi  foreign 
countries,  it  must  necessarily  have  the  effect 
of  diverting  trade  to  Great  Britain.  I 
therefore  hope  that  the  Committee  will  see 
the  wisdOTi  of  adhering  to  the  duty. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  8 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  IS 

Majority       ...  ...  7 


Ayxs. 


Gray.  J.  p. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
Needham,  E. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 


nest,  R.  W. 
Chatawav,  T.  D. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating  J.  H. 
McCoIl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 


Pulsford,  E. 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
Macfarlane,  ]. 
Dobson,  H. 


Story.  W.  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Giveos,  T. 


Noes. 


Millen,  F,.  D. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Trenwith.  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Findley,  E. 


Pairs. 


Croft,  J.  W. 
Fraser,  S. 
Rujsell,  E.  J. 
Russell,  \V. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [4.12].— I 
desire  that  chrorao  paper,  uncoated,  shall 
be  admitted  free.  I  therefore  propose  to 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  by  in- 
serting the  following  new  para^ raph  :— "  FF. 
Chromo  Boards,  uncoated,  free." 

Progress  reported. 

Senate  «lio0p^(i«^  (Sog^Ic 
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Souse  of  iftcpiTsrntatfljrs. 

Friday,  ^7  March,  igoS. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  diair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PAPUA:    SUSPENSION  OF 
SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 

Mr.  KELLY. — There  is,  in  this  morn- 
ing's issue  of  the  Argus,  a  paragraph  to  the 
eflect  that  infcwrmation  has  been  received  by 
the  Prime  Minister  that  the  Acting  Admin- 
istrator of  Papua,  Judge  Murray,  has-  sus- 
pended the  Surveyor-General,  Mr.  Dnmi- 
mond.  X  should  like  the  Prime  Minister 
to  state  whether  that  information  has  been 
received  by  him,  and  upon  what  ground 
the  Acting  Surveyor-General  has  been  sus- 
pended? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Perhaps  the  best 
answer  would  he  to  lav  the  papers  on  the 
l^Ie.  The  Surveyor-General  has  been 
suspended,  not  by  a  personal  act  of  the 
Acting  Admin;$trator,  but  by  resolution  of 
the  Executive  Council.  In  laying  the 
papers  on  the  table,  let  me  add' that  the 
suspensiwi  relates  to  the  land  transactions 
of  crfikrere.  As  previously  mentioned,  so 
soon  as  we  heard  of  those  transactions,  and 
before  any  direct  charges  had  been  made,  I 
addressed  to  the  Acting  Administrator  a 
strongly-worded  memorandum  setting  forth 
the  only  conditicMis  on  which  crfficers  should 
be  allowed  to  have  dealings  in  land. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Was  the  Prime  Minister 
aware  of  this  when  the  Estimates  relating 
to  Papua  were  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Cowmittee? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  I  had  just  re- 
ceived information. 

Mr.  KELLY.— When  the  Estimates 
were  under  ccmsideratlon  honorable  mem- 
bers were  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  Papua  was  running 
smoothly. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  was  asked  a  direct 
question  on  the  subject,  and  replied  that 
the  contrary  was  the  case. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then,  I  misapprehended 
die  bonorabte  gentleman.  In  futtue  cases 
of  a  similar  nature  will  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter give  the  House  information  at  the  earli- 
est possible  moment,  instead  of  waiting  for 
the  activities  of  the  press  to  enlighten  hon- 
orable members? 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  not  waited  for 
the  activities  of  the  press  to  enlighten  hon- 
orable members  on  this  subject.  The  papers 
were  submitted  to  me  on  the  very  day  that 
the  Estimates  relating  to  Papua  were  be- 
fore the  Committee,  and,  in  reply  to  a 
question,  I  then  stated  that  I  was  scary  to 
say  that  affairs  in  Papua  were  not  running 
smoothly;  that  charges  had  been  made 
againsp  officers,  and  that  a  charge,  for 
which,  apparently,  there  was  no  prima 
facie  justification,  had  been  laid  against  the 
Acting  Administrator.  Following  up  that 
statement,  I  said  more  than  once,  in  answer 
to  questions,  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
that  I  thought  the  Ccwnmittee  might  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  present  Acting  Chief 
Surveyor  would  not  be  continued  in  that 
office.  That  was  as  clear  an  intimation  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  regret  that  I  did  not  hear 

it, 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
brought  to  the  House  the  papers  which  I 
had  -dealt  wirth  that  afternoon,  and 
should  have  laid  them  on  the  table  had 
the  discussion  taken  a  more  direct  turn,  or 
had  any  hcHUH'able  monber  asked  for  in- 
formation. I  am  not  satisfied  with  the 
reccnnmendatlons  made  in  this  connexicm, 
and,  ccMisequently,  as  regards  penalties,  at 
all  events,  the  case  is  still  sub  judice.  I  did 
not  wish,  unless  asked  to  do  so,  to  inter- 
vene By  laying  before  the  Committee  the 
propositions  submitted  to  me,  since  they 
could  not  be  dealt  with  for  at  least  six 
weeks  or  two  months,  the  time  that  must 
necessarily  elapse  befwe  a  reply  can  coaic 
from  Papua. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Then,  there  is  much  tur- 
moil in  Papua? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  expressly  mentioned 
that  fact,  but  did  not  wish  to  plunge  the 
Committee  into  the  incomplete  inquiry  at 
the  time,  since  certain  recommendaticxis 
had  been  questioned  by  me. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Having  regard  to 
the  unsatisfactory  ccHidition  of  affairs  in 
Papua,  does  not  the  Prime  Minister  think 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  appoint  an 
Administrator  without  delay,  and  to  vest 
him  will  full  power? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  already  have  an 
Acting  AdministratCH-.  The  tuxKMraUe 
mmber  has  evidently  in  mind  an  indepen- 
dent appointment.  I  do  not  think  it  de- 
sirable to  make  such  an  appmntment 
until  the  issues  raised  by  these  charges  and 
counter-charges  a|^^4s?K^jC0Qle 
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STATES  DEBTS. 
Xew    South    Wales  Loan. 

Mr.  McDonald.— In  vicAv  of  the  re- 
ported partial  failure  of  the  recent  New 
South  Wales  loan,  will  the  Government  in- 
troduce without  delay  a  Bill  to  ccMisoUdate 
the  States  debts,  and  thus  save  other  States 
from  a  similar  experience? 

Mr.  Bkuce  Suith. — X  do  not  know 
that  the  Commonwealth  would  be  able  to 
obtain  better  terms. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— r  am  satisfied,  on  the 
authority  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  the  advice  of  leading  finan- 
cial experts  in  Great  Britain,  that  the  Ccwn- 
monwealth  could  secure  much  better  terms. 
I  should  not  venture  to  offer  my  own  opinion 
on  the  subject  as  having  special  weight. 
When  in  London  recently  I  found  no  two 
opinions  with  reference  to  it.  Every 
financier  consulted  stated  that  if  the  Com- 
monwealth appeared  in  Londwi  as  the  only 
Australian  Iwrrower,  the  immediate  result 
would  be  an  appreciation  of  Australian 
securrties. 

Mr.  BKXJCE  SMITH.— When  the  Prime 
Minister  expresses  the  opinion  that  in  at- 
tempting to  float  a  loan  on  the  London 
market  the  Cwnmonwealth  would  m^ 
with  a  much  better  reception  than  would 
the  eldest  State  of  the  Union,  has  he  in 
mind  the  report  made  two  years  ago  by  Mr. 
Coghlan,  in  which,  after  commenting  upon 
the  fall  of  Australian  stocks  from  j£gg  to 
since  Federation,  he  said  that,  hav- 
ing cmisulted  the  Stock  EKhange,  he  found 
the  objecticHi  to  Australian  loans  was  due 
not  to  the  prospects  of  the  country  but  to 
the  class  of  legislation  being  passed  by  the 
C(»nm(»iwea1th  Parliament? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  I  did  not  remember 
that  statement,  but  that  by  no  means  im- 
plies that  something  of  the  sort  may  not 
occur  in  Mr.  Coghlan 's  memorandum. 
Even  if  that  opinion  was  expressed,  I  am 
happy  to  ITave  been  convinced  on  the 
spot  that  there  has  since  been  a  steady 
improvement  in  the  standing  of  Australi:t. 
I  made  no  reference  to  the  loans 
of  any  particular  State.  Being  asked 
a  direct  question  in  regard  to  the  flota- 
t\on  of  a  loan  bv  one  of  the  States,  I 
deliberately  replied  in  the  most  geno-al 
terms.  I  merely  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Commonwealth  loans  on  the  London  market 
would  meet  with  a  better  reception  than 
those  of  any  State,  particularly  if  Aus- 
tralia had  only  one  borrower,  and  gave  my 
authority  for  that  view.  I  by  no  means 
reflected  on   the  opinions  expressed  two 


years  ago  by  Mr.  Coghlan.  If  it  is  not 
irrelevant,  I  may  mention,  as  further  il- 
lus'trating  the  necessity  and  value  of  plac- 
ing the  public  of  Great  Britain  in  posses- 
sion of  fuller  information  upwi  the  affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth,  that  one  of  the 

largest  firms  

Mr.  SPEAKER.—I  am  afraid  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  now  proceeding  to 
debate  the  questicm. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  information  I  am 
about  to  give  affects  the  prospects  of  future 
flotafions  of  loans.  One  of  the  largest 
firms  of  brokers  in  London  informed  me, 
without  my  seeking  the  information — hav- 
ing called  on  me  in  regard  to  other  matters 
— that  immediately  after  the  recent  Con- 
ference in  London,  their  business  in  Aus- 
tralian securities  increased  fivefold.  In*- 
quiries  were  so  numerous  that  they  were 
sending  one  of  their  partners  to  Australia 
to  c^tain  more  information  to  enable  them 
to  assist  their  clients  by  advice  respecting 
'Australian  im-estments.  I  merely  pcnnt 
the  moral  that  as  we  are  better  known, 
and  better  understood,  our  securities  im- 
prove, and  will  continue  to  improve,  on  the 
London  market. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Secretary  to  Cabinet  Committee. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Does  the  Postmaster- 
General  think  that,  having  regard  to  its 
disorganized  state,  he  is  justified  in  with- 
drawing frOTi  the  New  South  Wales  branch 
of  the  Departm«it  cxie  of  its  ablest  officers, 
Mr.  Bramble,  to  act  as  secretary  to  the 
Cabinet  Committee?  To  my  mind,  Mr. 
Bramble  is  the  king-pin  of  his  branch 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  it  is  a  mistake 
to  take  him  away  from  his  work  when  a 
less  responsible  officer  could  discharge  the 
duties  of  secretary  to  the  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  MAUGER. — In  the  circumstances, 
I  think  I  am  fully  justified,  and  if  proof 
of  that  justification  were  wanting  it  would 
be  found  in  the  facts  which  the  honorable 
member  has  mentioned. 

SALE  OF  IMPURE  FOODS. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Has  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter read  a  sub-leader  in  to-day's  Age^ 
which  shows  clearly  that  poisonous  foods 
are  being  exposed  for  sale  in  Victoria  ?  I 
put  this  question  to  him  in  view  of  the 
necessity  of  the  Government  endeavouring 
to  preserve  the  lives  of  the  people  already 
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bere,  as  well  as  seeking  to  induce  immigra- 
tion to  Australia.  Will  the  Prime  Minister 
endeavxHir  to  induce  the  States  to  put  down 
vith  a  strong  hand  the  sale  of  impure 
I  foods? 

I  Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  understand  that  there 
b  a  stringent  Pure  Foods  Act  in  Vic- 
trvia,  and  that  its  administration  has  led 
to  the  discoveries  referred  to.  So  far  as 
the  Commerce  Act  permits  us  to  deal  with 
imports,  ever>'  precaution  is  being  taken  to 
prefect  the  public.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
honxable  member  that  such  a  safeguard 
is  absolutely  essential. 

IMMIGRATION. 
Land  for  Settleuent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  view  of 
the  debate  on  the  questicm  of  immigration 
which  has  taken  place  in  connexion  with 
ihe  Estimates,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Prime  Minister  has  had  his  attention  called 
10  a  telegram  published  in  the  press  that 
jesterday  at  the  Wagga  land  office,  249  ap- 
plications were  lodged  for  one  block  of  630 
acres  on  a  ccmditional  lease,  at  a  rental  of 
IS.  6d.  per  acre,  and  whether  he  ctHislders 
discloses  a  ccmditicm  of  affairs  that 
should  induce  us  to  invite  the  immigration 
I  (rf  a  class  that  is  desirous  of  settling  on 
the  land? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Were  all  the  appli- 
cants landless? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Yes,  nearly  all  of 
them. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  had  noticed  the  tele- 
gram. I  am  noting  and  recording  such  in- 
formation in  regarf  to  all  the  States,  be- 
rau&e  it  is  material  to  questions  which  will 
be  raised  presently ;  but  which  are  not 
matters  for   direct   consideration   by  this 

'  Parliament  at  this  moment. 

I  Mr.  KELLY.— Following  the  question 
put  by  the  honOTable  meml^r  for  Calare, 
I  desire  to  know  whetiur  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  read  a  cablegram  in  this  nx>min^'s 
papers  reporting  that  Mr.  Price,  Premier 

1  of  South  Australia,  in  a  speech  delivered 
at  Bristol,  said  that  there  was  plenty  of 
land  available  on  easy  terms  in  South 
Australia,  and  that  there  was  room  there 
for  millions  of  people. 
Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  also  noted  that  tele- 

i  grun  with  great  satisfaction. 

DRY  FARMING. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Is  the  Prime  Minister 
aware  that  Mr.  Strawbridge,  the  Surveyor- 
General  of  South  Australia,  has  lately 
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visited  America  to  inquire  into  the  Camp- 
bell system  of  farming,  which  is  reported 
to  be  siutable  for  the  cultivatitm  of  land  in 
dry  areas,  and  will  the  honorable  gentle- 
man 0(xnmunicate  with  the  South  Austra- 
lian Government  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of 
hanng  the  report  circulated  throughout  the_ 
Commonwealth  ? 

Mr.  Fisher.  —  The  Victorian  Govern- 
ment have  already  received  a  report  on  the 
subject  from  S«iator  McColl. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.~As  I  am  reminded  hv 
the  honorable  member  for  Wide  Bay,  the 
Victorian  Government  obtained  a  report 
from  Senator  McColl,  giving  the  result  of 
that  gentleman's  recent  visit  to  America. 
The  South  Australian  Government  have  had 
an  officer  lately  reporting  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Senator  McCoU's 
report  was  made  some  time  ago. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  and  the  report  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantle  is  recent;  America  is  a  progressive 
country  in  agriculture  as  well  as  in  every- 
thing else.  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  that  such  information  cannot  be 
too  widely  circulated.  One  of  the  best 
methods  of  obtaining  publicity  is  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  press  to  the  matter, 
wh«i  I  have  no  doubt  the  r^rt  will  be 
reproduced. 

NORTHAM  POST-OFFICE. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  had  in- 
quiries made  as  to  the  delay  in  cwnmencing 
work  at  the  Northam  post-office? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  find  that  there  has 
been  a  misunderstanding  of  my  previous 
reply.  Being  asked,  without  notice,  if  I 
knew  of  this  case,  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
known  public  wwks  delayed  in  certain 
States  owing  to  pressure.  I  did  not  know 
the  Northam  case,  and  the  statement  I 
made  did  not  refer  to  that  post-office.  In- 
quiry shows  that  there  has  been  no  such 
delay  in  the  ease  of  the  Northam  post-office. 
The  plans  have  been  returned  to  the  De- 
partment of  Home  Affairs,  and  it  is  some 
question  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
work  that  has  caused  the  delay. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  there  likely  to 
be  any  further  delay? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  ascertain  the 
exact  facts. 

SETTLERS    IN  WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.-^I  desire  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minis(e)^<Mi  l^iO^g^l^ 
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whether  the  Victorian  Government  have  de- 
cided to  repatriate  from  Western  Australia 
loo  families  reported  to  be  stranded  there. 
I  may  say  that  I  am  asking  this  question 
in  consequence*  of  a  telegram  which  I  have 
received  from  Tasmania.  I  am  informed 
that  the  Western  Australia  lecturer  has 
unsettled  several  families  in  Tasmania,  and 
I  desire  to  know  whether  there  is  any  truth 
in  the  report  that  there  are  loo  Victorian 
families  in  Western  Australia  who  desire  to 
return  to  their  own  State? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  to  inform  my- 
self on  many  matters  in  order  to  satisfy 
honcn-able  m«nbers.  My  last  information 
on  this  question  was  an  indignant  reply 
from  the  Premier  of  Western  Australia, 
pointing  out  that  no  Victorians  who  were 
desirable  settlers  had  been  "  stranded  "  in 
that  State,  that  there  was  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  land,  and  that  he  was  mak- 
ing arrangements  in  regard  to  employment. 
I  believe  that  the  Premier  of  Victoria 
stated  to  the  newspapers  that,  under  the 
drcumstances,  he  intended  to  take  no  ac- 
tion in  the  matter. 

i'OST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Loss  OF  Articles  Posted  at  Eaglehawk 
—  Inquiry  Fee  —  Cancelled  Mail 
Contract:  Guarantee. 

Sir  JOHN  QUICK  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

1.  What  action  has  been  taken  to  investigate 
the  complaints  made  by  Mr.  Hay  Kirkwood 
as  to  letters  containing  cheques,  postal  notes, 
and  valuables  posted  at  Eaglehawk  not  reaching 
their  intended  destination? 

2.  Is  there  any  prospect  of  confidence  in  the 
office  being  restored  by  the  offenders  being  dis- 
covered and  punished? 

3-  What  check  and  supervision  of  officials 
exist  in  the  Eaglehawk  office? 

4.  In  cases  of  complaints  of  loss  of  letters 
or  property  in  the  past,  would  it  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  require  aggrieved  persons  to_  sign 
written  p.%Tticuiar3,  in  prescribed  form,  without 
demanding  an  inquiry  fee  of  a^d.,  which  seems 
fike  adding  insult  to  injury? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  The  complaint  of  Mr.  Hay  Kirkwood  ' that 
letters,  &c.,  posted  at  Eaglehawk  do  not  reach 
Iheir  destination  has  been  referred  to  the  depart- 
mental detectives,  who  are  inquiring  into  tlie 
matter. 

a.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  discover  the 
offenders,  and,  if  successful,  the  guilty  officers 
will  be  prosecuted. 


3.  The  staff  of  the  Eaglehawk  post-office  is 
under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Post- 
mistress, and  the  office  is  inspected  periodically 
by  the  District  Inspector. 

4.  As  senders  who  have  safeguarded  their  cor- 
respondence by  registration  are  "required  by 
Universal  Regulations  to  pay  a  fee  of  a^d.  be- 
fore inquiry  is  made  with  respect  to  alleged 
missing  articles,  it  is  considered  reasonable  to 
require  the  same  fee  from  those  who  have  not 
taken  any  precaution,  although  in  many  in- 
stances thieir  letters,  ftc,  are  said  to  have  om- 
tained  valuable  article.  No  fee  is  required 
when  inquiries  are  made  by  addressees.  . 

In  all  instances  in  which  the  fault  lies  with 
the  Department  the  fee  is  returned  to  the 
sender. 

Mr.  BAJIFORD  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

What  is  the  exact  cost  to  the  Commonwealth 
in  actual  cash,  of  the  failure  of  James  LaiDg 
and  Co.  to  carry  out  their  contract  for  the 
carriage  of  the  Commonwealth  mails? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— In  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  matter  is  now  the  subject  of  legal 
proceedings,  it  is  not  considered  advisable 
to  make  any  statement  on  the  subject  at 
present. 

PAPUAN  DEATH  RATE. 

Mr.  AfcWILLIAMS  asked  the  Prime 

Minister,  upon  notice — 

Whether  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Jones, 
given  in  his  evidence  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Papua,  has  been  given  effect  to, 
namely,  that  a  medical  tnan  with  tropical  ex- 
petience  be  sent  to  the  Northern  Division  for  a 
sufficient  length  of  time  "to  determine  what  the 
cause  of  this  alarming  death  rate  is"? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  question  is  as  followfr— 

Yes.  Dr.  Beaumont,  the  chief  medical  officer, 
visited  the  Northern  Division  and  inquired 
specially  into  this  matter ;  and  since  then  Dr. 
Strong  has  been  appointed  to  a  post  in  the 
Division. 

FEDERAL   CAPITAL  SITE. 

Mr.  FULLER  asked  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, upon  noticf — 

Will  he,  before  consideration  of  the  Federal 
Capital  Site  Bill,  communicate  with  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
taining from  him  whether,  in  the  event  of  the 
Canberra  site  being  chosen,  he  will  be  pre- 
pared to  deal  liberally  with  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  the  area  of  land  re- 
quired ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  have  pleasure 
in  laying  before  Parliament  any  communi- 
cation that  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales  thinks  fit  to  sen^  relating  to  any 
proposed  Capi|;yiti^^.GoOgle 
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Mr.  Fuller. — Will  the  Prime  Minister 
coauxiunicate  with  the  New  South  Wales 
Premier  now? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber wishes  me  to  do  so.  The  intimation 
given  will  cover  any  other  infonnation  de* 
ared.  I  take  it  that  the  h<»iorab]e  member 
requires  this  particular  information,  and 
also  intimates  that  any  further  information 
will  be  welcomed. 

STRIPPER  HARVESTERS. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  it   not  true,   as  alUged  by  many  Vic- 
toiian    farmers,    thkt    stripper    harvest^-s,  size 
5  f(.  6  in.,  were  sold  by  manufacturers'  agents 
during  the   last  six  months  of  1907  for 
each,  cash  price? 

a.  Is  it  not  alio  true  that  manofactureTs  have 
H>ld  stripper  harvesters,  size  5  ft.  6  in.,  for  £^3 
each,  credit  price,  taking  promissory  notes  for 
three  years,  and  charging  the  fanner  lo  per 
cent,  interest  7 

3.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  repairing  of 
stripper  harvesters  is  done  during  the  slack  time 
of  the  year  by  special  hands,  who  make  a 
charge  for  such  work  quite  independent  of  the 
contract  price  of  the  machines? 

4.  Has  the  Minister  any  means  of  checking 
the  jiTice  of  Stripper  harvesters  sold  to  farmers 
by  ihc  country  agents  of  manufacturers.  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAP  MAN.  Careful 
inquiry  will  be  made  as  to  the  statements 
of  the  hooOTable  member. 

.\RSE\AL:  NEW  GARDEN  CITY. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  (for  Mr.  Crouch) 
asked  the  Minister  of  Defence,  upon 
noiUc — 

1.  If  the  italemeot  made  by  Brigadier-General 
Cordon,  District  Commandant  of  New  South 
Wiles,  as  10  the  new  garden  city  for  workmen 
ukI  new  anenal  in  the  Syd»ey  Morning  Herald 
of  the  astb  inst.,  was  made  with  authority? 

2.  If  the  capacity  of  the  new  arsenal  is  to  be 
50,000  rifles  yearly,  fo.r  how  many  years  will 
thr  arsenal  operate  at  this  rate? 

3.  In  reference  to  General  Cordon's  state- 
ment "  I  consider  the  Government  should  build 
model  buildings  for  its  workmen  " — '*  with  good 
homes,  sanitation,  gardens,  playgrounds,  and 
swimming  baths  provided  at  a  reasonable  cost,'* 
bow  much  will  this  add  to  the' cost  of  the  pro- 
posed small  arms  factory  ? 

4-  Docs  the  Minister  approve  of  this  declara- 
tion of  its  District  Commandant  on  its  behalf? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
oiable  member's  questi<ms  are  as  follow  : — 

1.  Ko. 

2.  Capacity  of  small  arms  factory  is  esii- 
uted  at  45,000  per  annum,  working  one  shift. 
Under  full  pressure  a  i\umbcr  approaching 
135,000  probably  could  be  tomcd  out  annually. 
The  Government  believe  that  there  will  be 
fall  work  for  all  time  for  factory  working 
Aormally. 
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3  and  4.  The  question  was  submitted  lo  Par- 
liament merely  as  a  business  propositi-co.  Be- 
fore dealing  with  such  matters  the  approval  of 
the  House  would  be  sought.  The  Minister  has 
not  yet  considered  these  questions. 

NAVAL  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— May  I  remind 
the  Prime  Minister  of  a  question  which  I 
asked  yesterday  about  further  correspond- 
ence in  the  way  of  letters,  telegrams,  or 
cablegrams  from  the  Admiralty,  which  he 
said  he  would  be  willing  to  lay  <»i  the 
table? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  not  had  time 
this  moming  to  look  into  the  file.  I  have 
some  doubt  whether  the  cables  have  been 
published,  but  shall  consider  whether  any 
more  papers  can  be  laid  on  the  table  bef(»e 
our  next  meeting. 

SIZE  OF  GRAIN  BAGS. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  asked  the  Minister  of 

Trade  and  Custons,  upon  notice — 

I.  If  be  saw  the  following  paragraph  in  the 
Age  of  yesterday — 
"  Considerable  interest  was  manifested  in  a 
load  of  wheat  delivered   at  the  Rain- 
bow railway  station  on  Monday  by  Mr. 
N.    McKcnzie  on   account  of   Mr.  W. 
Fuller.      Amongst  the  bags  of  wheat 
weighed    and    taken    delivery    by  Mr. 
Rajash  was  one  which  measured  4  ft. 
6  in.  in  length,  and  turned  (he  scale 
it  475  lb. — the  largest  ever  delivered  in 
Rainbow — exactly   5  lb.  short  of  eight 
husbels.    This  i^g   attracted   much  at- 
ICDtion.    Another  of  the  bags  of  wheat 
weighed     462     lb.,     whilst     the  third 
heaviest   weighed   410   lb.    Other  bags 
weighed  333  lb.,  311  lb.,  310  lb.,  down 
to  the  usual  weight "  ? 
a.  Will  he  draw  the  attention  of  the  States 
Piemiers  to  the  matter,  and  ask  them  if  they 
are  fair  loads  for  human  beings  to  carry,  and 
what  steps  they  will  take  to  atone  for  their  in< 
action  in  the  gast? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
nnswers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow  : — 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Whilst  it  is  not  considered  expedient  to 
take  the  precise  course  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member,  representations  will  be  made  to 
the  States  Governments  to  enlist  their  assist* 
ance  in  the  direction  desired,  and  their  attention 
will  be  invited  tb  the  recent  action  by  the  New 
Zealand  Government. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paper : — 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department — Papers  re- 
specting the  retirement  at  the  age  of  65  years 
of  John  Brown,  late  clerk.  Accounts  Branch, 
Postmaster-Generars  S^K^tJ?^ (9@^¥eP««« 
Office,  Melbourne.  O 
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ESTIMATES. 
/«  Committee  of  Supply:  Consideration 
resumed  from  26th  March  {vide  page  9734)- 
Department  of  Home  Affairs. 

Division  2 1  (Administrative  Staff), 
;£9,846,  agreed  to. 

Division  22  {Electoral  Office),  £6,6$%. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [10.54].— I  de- 
sire to  ask  the  Minister  representing  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  whether  any  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  an  amendment  of 
the  Electoral  Act,  in  order  to  overcome 
se\'eral  weaknesses,  which  were  made  ap- 
parent during  the  last  election.  This 
matter  has  been  discussed  here  before,  and 
it  is  only  right  that  we  should  be  informed 
whether  an  amending  Bill  is  in  course  of 
preparation,  and  as  to  the  lines  on  which 
it  will  proceed. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [10.56]. — The  whole  of  the  com- 
plaints and  suggesticms  which  have  been 
placed  before  the  Government  from  time  to 
time,  have  been  noted  by  the  Electoral  De- 
partment, and  OKisideration  is  now  being 
given  to  an  amending  Bill,  with  a  view  to 
remedying  the  defects  referjed  to  here,  and 
in  another  place.  But  the  principal  con- 
sideratiwi  wiU  be  given  to  complaints  which 
turn  on  postal  and  absent  voting,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  scrutiny.  In  addition,  ef- 
forts will  be  made  to  bring  the  rolls,  and 
the  divisions  to  which  they  relate,  into 
line  with  the  rolls  and  divisions  of  the 
States  electorates.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  efforts  have  been  made  to  simplify 
and  cheapen  the  system,  by  inviting  the 
States  Governments  to  work  in  harmony 
with  the  Commonwealth  Government  in  re- 
ference to  the  rolls,  and  all  the  States,  ex- 
cept Tasmania  and  South  Australia,  have 
accepted  the  invitation. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  The  ■  Tasmanian 
Government  have  taken  that  course. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  is  true  that 
the  Tasmanian  Government  have  given  an 
intimation  to  that  effect,  and  we  under- 
stand that  the  South  Australian  Govern- 
ment will  also  do  so.  It  is  anticipated 
that  very  shortly  throughout  Australia 
there  wtU  be  a  much  cheaper  and  better 
system  in  oonnexicm  with  the  rolls. 
'  Sir  JOHN  QUICK  (Bendigo)  [10.57]. 
- — I  desire  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government  complaints  by  electoral  regis- 
trars in  various  places  within  my  district  as 
to  the  miserable  allowances  they  receive. 
I  am  informed  that  in  some  instances  the 


allowance  is  not  more  than  5s.  or  los.  a 
year  for  duties  which  include  the  super- 
vision and  revisicxi  of  the  rolls  every  year, 
and  answering  inquiries  and  engaging  in 
correspondence  with  the  electors.  If  this 
work  is  to  be  properly  done,  some  better 
arrangement  will  have  to  be  made.  I  feel 
ashamed  to  answer  complaints  in  reference 
to  such  wretched  pay.  It  is  a  farce  that 
an  officer  of  this  kind  should  receive  a  few 
ihillings  a  year;  and  it  would  be  better  to 
hand  it  over  to  some  officer  already  em- 
ployed, perhaps,  in  connexicm  with  the 
Post  Office.  There  must  be  s«ne  con- 
solidation of  duties  in  order  that  the  Com- 
monwealth may  not  be  brought  into  con- 
tempt, and  almost  disgrace,  by  such  sweat- 
ing allowances.  Complaints  reach  me  so 
often,  that  I  think  the  glaring  evil  is  not 
confined  to  my  district,  but  must  extend 
over  the  Commonwealth ;  and  I  hope  in- 
quiries, will  be  made  with  the"  view  of  the 
application  of  some  drastic  remedy. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [10.59].— I  ex- 
pected a  more  elaborate  answer  from  the 
honorary  Minister.  Had  the  Estimates 
been  dealt  with  as  soon  as  Parliamoit  met, 
mwe  honorable  members  would  doubtless 
have  directed  attention  to  the  matter  of  an 
amendment  of*  the  Electoral  Act.  It  is 
simply  because  twelve  or  fourteen  months 
have  elapsed,  and  an  election  is  appa- 
rently a  considerable  time  ahead,  that  the 
matter  has  been,  as  it  were,  allowed  to 
drop.  We  are  told  that  the  Electoral 
Department  has  noted  the  complaints,  but 
the  Department  can  do  nothing  less  than 
note ;  and  what  I  want  to  know  is  the 
proposed  acti(Hi  of  the  Govenunent.  The 
repiy  I  have  received  this  morning  is  some- 
thing like  the  stereotyped  letters  which  one 
receives  occasionally  trom  Government  De- 
partments. To  men  of  the  world  the 
answer  of  the  Minister  is  merely  a 
child's  answer.  I  desire  to  know  whe- 
ther an  amending  Electoral  Bill  has  yet 
been  drafted.  The  Minister  representing  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  referred  to  the 
absentee  vote  and  to  the  postal  vote.  The 
provisions  relating  to  the  registraticm  of 
these  votes  are  shockingly  defective.  I 
did  expect  that  the  Minister  would  have 
placed  some  new  schone  in  this  connexion 
before  the  Committee.  Thai,  we  heard  no 
defence  of  the  enormous  expmditure  to 
which  the  Commonwealth  has  been  sub* 
jected,  owing  to  elections  which  have  been 
badlv  conducted  by  our  officials,  and  of 
which  the  disputed  Senate  election  in  SouHi 
Australia  is  a  nc^ewOTthy  example. 
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Mr.  McWiixiAUs. — It  took  the  senator 
who  was  elected  uxteen  numths  to  ob- 
tain his  seat. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  I  think  that 
the  Minister  ought  to  have  outlined  the  way 
ID  which  the  Government  intend  to  amend 
the  Electoral  Act.  I  would  further  point 
out  that  we  can  no  longer  rely  upon  the 
police — who  are  State  officials — for  the 
oompilatioi  of  our  electOTal  rolls,  and  I 
had  hoped  that  the  Minister  would  have 
intimated  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  esublish  a  separate  Departmrat  to  deal 
with  electoral  matters. 

Mr.  Page. — ^That  is  what  we  have  al- 
ways been  promised. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Many  honorable  members 
hi\t  asked  for  that,  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  Minister  has  yet  pixxnised  it. 

Mr.  McWnxiAMS. — Have  we.  not  got  a 
s^urate  Electoral  Department? 

Mr.  WILKS.— No.    The  electoral  office 
is  a  branch  of  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs.    The  presiding  c^ficers  at  electitms 
are  «i!y  called  upon  to  perfwm  t"heir 
duties  once  in  three  years,  and  it  naturally 
follows  that  they  are  not  possessed  of  the 
requisite  information  to  enable  them  to 
successfully  administer  an  exceedingly  intri- 
cate Act.     It  would  be  cheaper  for  the 
countn.',  and  we  should  obtain  more  effi- 
cient service,  if  this  work  were  undertaken 
by  the  officials  of  a  separate  Department-  I 
strtrngly  object  to  postal  officials,  especially 
in  the  outl)-ing  districts,  being  called  upon 
to  administer  such  an  intricate  Act.    It  is 
impossible  to  ^  the  ordinary  citizen  to 
master  its  provisimis.    So  far  as  electoral 
matters  are  concerned  there  is  no  room  for 
the  eKTcise  of  parsimoiy.    I  can  never 
understand  any  Department  urging  that  elec- 
tions should  be  conducted  upon  the  most 
economical   lines.    What  does  it  avail  if, 
when  leading  public  men  ask  the  electors  to 
register  their  votes,  the  machinery  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  do  so  is  faulty  ?  T 
strongly  advocate  the  expenditme  of  a  sum 
of  money  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  secure 
as  nearly  as  possible  a  perfect  electoral 
system. 

Sir  WnxiAM  Lyne. — Was  not  this  sub- 
ject (Uscussed  at  length  cm  a  previous  occa- 
»fln.  and  was  not  a  statement  made  by  the 
Attorney -General  in  reference  to  it? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  admit  that  it  has  been 
discussed,  and  that  we  have  received  the 
stereotyped  answer  tiiat  our  representatitms 
»«ild  be  COTsidered.  But  is  that  to  satisfy 
tile  Conmittee?  What  I  desire  to  know  15 
whether  an  amending  Electoral  Bill  has 


"been  drafted,  and  if  so,  what  is  the  gene- 
ral character  of  its  provisiwis.  There  are  a 
number  of  other  matters  to  which  I  might 
refer,  as,  for  example,  the  question  of 
contingent  voting,  and  that  of  the  seccmd 
ballot.  These  are  matters  uptm  which 
great  differeiKe  of  opinion  exists,  but 
which  are  of  great  public  concern.  Upcsi 
public  platforms  Ministers  have  repeatedly 
acknowledged  the  necessity  for  amending 
the  Act.  Some  have  suggested  the  adop- 
tion of  the  system  of  contingent  voting, 
and  others  that  of  the  second  ballot.  Cer- 
tainly the  present  system  is  very  unsatisfac- 
tory from  the  point  of  view  of  the  facili- 
ties which  it  offers  to  the  electors  for  re- 
gistering their  political  opinions. 

Sir  William  Lvne.  —  A  Bill  has  been 
drafteH'to  deal  with  most,  if  not  all.  of 
the  matters  to  which  the  hcmorable  m«nber 
refers. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  the  Minister  repre- 
senting the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  had 
made  that  statement  it  would  have  saved 
considerable  time. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— If  the  honorable 
member  had  listened  carefully  to  my  re- 
marks, he  would  have  gathered  that  that 
was  so. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  did  listen  to  the  honor- 
able Minister's  remarks  very  attentively, 
but  the  only  thing  I  could  gather  from 
them  was  that  the  need  for  an  amendment 
of  the  Electoral  Act  had  been  "noted." 
Such  a  statement  may  serve  its  purpose 
very  well  at  an  afternoon  tea  party  at 
Brunswick,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  here. 
You,  sir,  must  be  satisfied  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  our  Electoral  Act  is  exceedingly 
faulty,  because  in  Queensland  the  electors 
have  grave  cause  for  complaint  regarding 
the  facilities  afforded  them  for  recording 
their  votes.  The  provisicms  relating  to  the 
registration  of  postal  and  absentee  votes  are 
an  absolute  scandal. 

Mr.  Page.— Wipe  out  the  absentee  vote.  * 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Does  the  honorable 
member    suggest    the    abolition    of  the 
absentee  vote?    Whv,  the  party  to  which 
he  belongs  pioneered  that  proposal. 

Mr.    Page. — Experience    makes  fools 

wise. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Had  these  Estimates  been 
considered  within  a  reasonable  period  of 
the  last  election,  I  am  satisfied  that  almost 
every  honorable  member  of  this  Committee 
would  have  voiced  most  serious  complaints. 
There  is  scarcely  an  honorable  member 
who,  under  the  provisicms  of  the  Act, 
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would  not  have  been  unseated  had  hi&  elec- 
tion been  disputed  before  the  High  Court. 
The  honorable  member  for  Riverina  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Echuca  have 
had  costly  experiences  in  this  connexion.  I 
do  trust  that  very  shortly  an  amending 
Electoral  Bill  will  be  introduced. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [ii.isl- 
— I  listened  very  attentively  to  tlie  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley,  and 
also  to  the  interjections  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Minister  representing  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  with  a  view  to  ascertain- 
ing what  alterations  of  the  electoral  law 
are  axitemplated  by  the  Government,  but  I 
failed  to  gather  even  the  remotest  idea  of 
the  nature  of  those  alterations. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  not  possible  to 
give  details  now. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  ask  for 
details.  But  if  any  alteratimis  of  the 
existing  law  are  contemplated,  I  should 
like  to  know  the  nature  of  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  interjected  just 
now  that  we  are  dealing  with  most,  if  not- 
all,  the  objectitms  raised  by  the  hraiorable 
member  for  Dalley. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  objections 
raised  bv  the  honorable  member  related  to 
the  administration  of  the  Act  rather  than 
to  its  faulty  provisions. 

Mr.  WiLKS.—They  related  to  both. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  referred  to  the  need  for  amending 
the  present  method  of  registering  absentee 
votes,  but  nearly  all  his  remarks  related 
to  matters  of  administration. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  referred  to  the  questiwi 
of  contingent  voting,  and  to  that  of  the 
second  ballot. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  held  this  Parliament 
up  for  nearly  two  days  while  he  discussed 
the  proposal  relating  to  this  nomadic  vote. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  have  not  held 
this  Parliament  up  for  two  days  in  regard 
to  any  matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  party  to  which 
the  honorable  member  belongs  did  so. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  wrong.  The  Labour  Party 
strenuously  advocated  the  making  of  pro- 
vision for  the  recording  of  the  votes  of  elec- 
tors absent  from  their  divisions.  But 
postal  voting,  in  which  there  is  no  secrecy, 
is  quite  another  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — By  what  other  sys- 
tem could  the  votes  of  persons  living  in 
isolated  places  be  recorded? 


Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  admit  that  the 

abolition  of  the  postal  voting  system  would 
prevent  the  recording  of  a  certain  number 
of  votes  but,  no  matter  what  system  is 
adopted,  there  will  be  some  electors  unable 
to  vote.  The  danger  resulting  from  the 
destruction  of  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
occasioned  by  postal  voting  is  not  compen- 
sated for  by  the  opportunity  given  by  the 
system  for  the  recording  of  votes  from 
places  distant  frcxn  pollinj/  booths.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  most  of  those  who  have 
hitherto  voted  by  post  could  have  recorded 
their  votes  at  polling  booths  had  they  chosen 
to  do  so.  Electors  unable  to  vote  at  the 
polling  booths  at  which  their  names  are  en- 
rolled can,  at  present,  vote  at  any  other 
booth  at  which  a  divisional  returning  officer 
is  stationed. 

Mr.  Harper. — ^We  might  improve  our 
methods. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes ;  but  postal 
voting  is  an  engine  for  trickery,  corruption^ 
and  coercion.  There  has  been  a  consider- 
able attempt  to  use  the  postal  provisicms  of 
the  Act  to  coerce  employ^. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  have  been 
used  by  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Fuller. — During  the  last  Queens- 
land elections,  supporters  of  the  Labour 
Party  witnessed  hundreds  of  postal  votes. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Then  it  is  time 
that  provisions  which  make  for  wrong-doing 
were  abolished. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^There  have  been  all 
kinds  of  abuse  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Not  by  the  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— For  the  purposes 
of  my  argument  it  does  not  matter  who  is 
responsible  for  the  abuse;  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  abuse  shows  that  the  syston 
should  be  altered.  Does  the  Government 
proptwe  to  alter  it  ?  An  Amending  Bill  to 
alter  it  would  do  good ;  but  the  last  Amend- 
ing Bill  altered  merely  for  the  sake  of 
altering,  without  improving  matters,  and 
the  elections  held  under  it  soon  afterwards 
gave  the  worst  results  that  we  have  had. 
The  Minister  told  us  that  we  were  ap- 
proaching a  time  when  there  would  be  one 
system  of  collection  and  one  Department 
for  both  Cmnmonwealth  and  State  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  Huhe  Cook. — I  said  that  the 
boundaries  of  the  State  electorates  would 
be  made  coterminous  with  those  of  the 
C<xnmonwealth,  to  facilitate  the  .using  of 
^neral  rolls.    Digitizectby vjOOQLC 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR.— We  have  been  try- 
ii^  for  four  or  five  years  to  bring  diat 
about. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  has  been  brought 
about  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Yes,  but  I 
gathered  from  the  Minister  that  South  Aus- 
tralia has  not  yet  agreed  to  it,  though  I 
kxK>w  that  several  years  ago  that  State  was 
desirous  of  making  its  electoral  boundaries 
ootermiiKMis  with  those  of  the  CcHnmcxi- 
vealth,  and  of  having  a  jdnt  Electoral 
Dqiartment.  I  am,  dieref<»e,  at  a  loss  to 
knour  why  an  agreement  has  not  been 
arrived  at. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — In  both  Tasmania 
and  South  Australia  arrangements  are  now 
almost  complete. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  the  Minis- 
tet  think  that  they  will  be  further  forward 
when  the  next  Estimates  are  submitted? 

Mr,  Hume  Cook. — Yes. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— What  is  the  cause 
of  the  delay  ? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Tasmania,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  has  now  adofHed  boundaries 
coterminous  with  Ccxnmonwealth  boun- 
daries. 

Mr.  EATCHELOR.— The  recent  Senate 
election  in  South  Australia  shows  that  the 
nAls  are  now  in  a  very  bad  state.  It  is 
astooishing  how  iKMnadic  our  pc^lation 
seeau  to  be,  because,  even  in  metropolitan 
districts,  the  rolls  beccxne  almost  useless 
after  two  or  three  vears.  One  cause  of 
difficulty  is  that  jiersons  who  apply  to  be 
enrolled  as  electors  for  the  State,  believe 
that  that  enrolment  will  make  them  Com- 
monwealth electors  too,  and  the  reverse; 
whereas,  it  is  one  of  the  absurdities  of  our 
system  that,  although  the  qualifications  are 
the  same,  separate  applications  have  to  be 
made  on  different  forms.  This,  however, 
should  be  obviated  by  the  creation  of  a 
joint  Department,  and  I  hope  that  Minis- 
ters will  expedite  the  change. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [11.28].— I  am 
among  those  who  have  had  to  suffer  from 
tir  defects  of  our  electoral  system,  and,  in 
jmtke  to  myself,  I  may  say,  in  reply  to 
a  remark  by  the  hoooraUe  member  for 
DslJey.  that  no  reimlHsrsement  has  been 
made  to  me,  though  it  was  stated,  a  long 
while  ago,  that  there  would  be  such  a  re- 
inborseaient. 


Mr.  WiLKs. — No  doubt  the  money  will 
be  voted  on  the  Estimates.  Tb«e  have 
been  four  or  five  other  cases  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  PALMER.— At  any  rate,  I  have 
rewix-ed  nothing  yet.  The  defects  of  the 
electoral  law  lie  gieatly  in  its  administra- 
tion, though  my  personal  observation  leads 
me  to  believe  that  the  Chief  Electoral  Oflicer 
and  his  staff  are  dwng  what  they  can  to 
remove  difficulties.  I  have  a  suggesti(Mi  to 
maike,  which,  so  far  as  Victoria  is  ccm- 
cerned,  at  any  rate,  I  think  will  prove 
valuable  At  present,  separate  rolls  are 
made  up  for  many  small  districts,  where- 
as the  names  of  ^e  electors  residing  in 
them  could  very  well  all  be  put  on  the  one 
roll.  This  would  make  it  unnecessary 
to  use  the  absent  votmg  provisicms.  Any 
elector  whose  name  appears  on  the  toUs 
for  that  group  should  be  permitted  to  vote 
at  any  of  the  polling  places  within  the 
group.  If  that  course  were  adopted,  many 
of  the  difficulties  which  the  electors  now  ex- 
perience would  be  <^viated,  and  the  retum- 
mg  (^licers  upon  the  day  of  election  would 
be  relieved  of  a  good  deal  of  clerical  work 
in  cmnexion  with  the  "  Q "  and  other 
foms.  I  wish  now  to  refer  briefly  to  the 
administratifxi  of  the  Electoral  law.  Whilst 
I  make  no  complaint  so  far  as  the  Justices 
of  the  High  Court  are  concerned,  I  believe 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Parliament 
that  the  Court  of  Disputed  Returns  should 
not  have  regard  to  mere  technical  objections 
in  dealing  with  a  petition ;  that  no  honor- 
able member  should  be  unseated  on  a  mere 
technicality.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing, however,  that  in  my  own  case,  and, 
I  believe,  to  a  certain  extent  in  other  cases, 
the  decisions  of  the  Court  have  been 
largely,  if  not  wholly,  based  upon  tedini- 
caltties.  If  it  is  the  intention  of  Parlia- 
ment that  cases  shall  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  equity  and  good  conscience  rather  than 
upon  mere  technicalities,  I  think  we  should 
take  care  to  have  that  intention  explicitly 
declared,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
a  mistake  to  be  made.  There  are  other  direc- 
tions in  which  improvements  might  well 
be  carried  out.  It  is  well  known  that  many 
officers  selected  by  returning  cMfficers  make 
serious  blunders  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties.  In  the  Echuca  electorate,  in 
connexion  with  the  'first  election  at  which 
I  was  returned,  some  of  the  most  expUdt 
instructions  by  the  Department  were  dis- 
regarded. It  is  monstrous  that  the  Crown 
as  well  as  candidates  should  be  put  to 
great  expense  as  the  result  of  such  mis- 
takes, whilst  thosg,jf^^@©^fem  go 


977J  Estimates.        [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Sstimatea. 


free.  Those  cheers  receive  emoluments, 
and,  as  servants  of  the  Crown,  should  be 
called  upon  to  bear  some  porticxi  of  tlic 
cost  incurred  by  the  Government  as  the 
result  of  thdr  blunders.  I  put  these  con- 
siderations before  the  G>aimittee  with 
some  diffidence,  but,  as  one  who  has  suf- 
fered, fee!  that  1  am  justified  in  doing  so. 
The  fundamental  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  that  every  adult  shall  be  entitled 
to  exercise  the  franchise,  and  any  violation 
of  that  principle  should  be  rectified  at  the 
earliest  moment. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [11.35].— I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  these  Estimates,  to  the  evident 
confusion  which  exists  amongst  the  return- 
ing officers  respecting  the  counting  of  votes. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  obtains  through- 
out Australia,  but  in  some  of  the  elector- 
ates at  the  last  general  election,  bal- 
lot papers  were  brought  to  the  assistant 
returning  offtc&r  from  various  booths,  and 
were  evidently  pooled  in  the  office,  the 
total  result  for  the  whole  diWson  alone 
being  announced.  At  the  last  election  for 
the  electOTate  of  Echuca,  the  results  of  the 
polling  at  all  booths  where  more  than  100 
votes  were  recorded,  were  announced  sepa- 
rately. The  ballot-papers  were  counted 
at  the  counting  centres,  but  the  results  were 
declared  separately  by  the  officer  in  diarge. 
There  appears  to  be  some  confusion  on  the 
part  of  returning  officers  regarding  the  in- 
terpretation to  be  placed  on  the  section 
which  enables  them  to  pool  votes  and  de- 
clare the  result,  and  if  that  is  so,  definite 
instructions  should  be  issued  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  uniform  system.  Having  regard 
to  the  confusion  which  had  previously 
arisen,  ons  may  assume  that  the  last  elec- 
tion for  the  elect^-ate  of  Echuca  was  con- 
ducted on  strictly  l^al  lines.  As  I  have 
said  on  that  occasitm,  the  returns  for  every 
one  of  the  booths  polling  nwre  than  100 
votes  were  separately  announced.  If  that 
system  is  in  accordance  with  the  prosper 
reading  of  the  Act,  I  hope  that  instruc- 
tions will  be  issued  accordingly. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [11.40].— 
I  agree  with  all  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  has  said  as  to  absentee  vot- 
ing, and  am  sure  that  unless  proper  pre- 
cautitMis  are  taken,  bribery  may  occur  in 
ccmnexion  with  the  system.  As  to  the 
system  of  voting  by  post,  we  know  that  it 
IS  open  to  very  grave  abuse.  I  still  hold 
a  bundle  of  sworn  declarations  by  ipersmis 
who  declare  that  they  were  cwnpelled,  on 
one  occasion,  to  vote  by  post,  in  accordance 


with  the  desire  of  their  emplc^ers.  What 
occurred  here  at  the  last  general  electioo 
was  nothing  to  the  operimce  of  Queens* 
land  in  connexion  with  the  recent  general 
election  for  the  State  Parliament  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Boothby  wai 
speaking,  the  honorable  member  for  Illa- 
warra  made  an  interjectiwi  which  was 
scarcely  fair,  with  regard  to  what  the 
Labour  Party  had  done  in  Queens- 
land. I  am  sure  that  he  will  acquit  me 
of  any  desire  to  put  before  the  Committee 
an  incorrect  statement  of  the  facts,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  his  party,  when  I 
quote  from  the  Brisbane  Courier,  «ie  of  the 
most  bitter  opponents  that  the  Kidstcm 
party  had  to  fight.  That  newspaper,  in 
its  issue  of  6th  February — the  day  follow- 
ing the  general  election — announced  that 
the  state  of  the  poll  then  was  "  Socialists, 
twenty-seven ;  Kidston  Socialists,  twenty- 
five  ;  and  Ministerialists,  twenty. ' '  At 
that  time  the  postal  votes  had  not  beoi 
counted.  The  result  of  their  counting 
was  that  twenty-five  Ministerialists,  instead 
of  twenty,  were  returned.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Fhilp  ,party,  as  the  result  of 
voting  by  post  system,  won  ten  seats. 
How  were  those  postal  votes  obtained  ? 
Mr.  Philp  was  placed  in  power  by  the 
Czar-like  ukase  of  the  Governor,  and  his 
Government  appointed  no  less  than  315 
justices  of  the  peace,  whom,  it  was  said, 
could  earn  from  15s.  to  los.,  and 
expenses,  per  man,  in  collecting  votes.  And 
for  whom?  Their  creator,  of  course. 
Thev  collected  postal  votes  for  Mr.  Philp, 
and  the  country  showed  what  it  thougHt  of 
them  by  returning  the  Kidston  party, 
which  swept  them  out  of  magisterial 
existence.  To-dav,  they  no  longer 
disgrace  the  cwnmission  of  the  peace. 
Hcmorable  members  will  agree  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Yarra,  I  represent  the  most  compact  con- 
stituency in  Australia.  In  my  constituency 
no  polling  booth  is  further,  in  s(;me  dis»- 
tricts,  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  frcwn  the 
most  distant  elector ;  and  yet  postal  votes 
were  exercised  at  the  general  election  to 
the  large  number  of  1,095.  But  the  report 
of  the  Divisional  Returning  Ofiicer  stunrs 
that,  at  the  by-election  which  fdlowed,  the 
number  of  postal  votes  was  much  analler.; 
and  the  reason  was  that  the  oflScers  of  the 
Electoral  Department  welre  pn  the  keen 
watch,  and,  therefore,  the  same  system  of 
bribery  and  corruption  could  not  be  carried 
out-  as  was  proved  in  the  High.  Court  to 
have  been  carrie4iti£e«tb)ilLt@eC^l^l  elec- 
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tion.  Honorable  members  will  be  sujr- 
liriaed  to  bear  that  there  were  mare  postal 
wees  eaercised  in  Melbourne  at  the  general 
dectiao  before  the  last  than  there  were  in 
At  nhole  of  Western  Australia,  or,  it  may 
hMiK  been.  South  Australia.  And  in  cme 
dodrict  of  the  Melbourne  electorate  which 
il  ihe  most  thickly  populated,  and  where 
ao  poUii^  booth  is  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  nile  from  any  elector,  thoe  ven  more 
postal  Totea  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  con- 
stitucDcy.  Those  who  believe  in  the 
•ecrecy  of  the  ballot,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  freest  franchise  in  the  world,  must  give 
this  matter  their  serious  attention.  If 
postal  votes  or  absent  votes  are  to  be  ex- 
nosed  it  must  be  under  such  conditions 
Aat  the  papers  should  be  free  from  the 
obaerratkn  of  the  electors'  employers,  or 
other  invested  persons.  In  95  per  cent, 
of  the  cases  of  postal  voting  in  Melbourne 
the  mannei  of  voting  was  made  known  to 
iiilacsied  persons,  and  in  many  cases  the 
rating  papers  (fisaf^ieared  betwean  the 
•oidenoe  and  the  pillar  box. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hum«-~Trea- 
amcr)  [11.50.]. — In  reply  to  the  hcxiorable 
for  Echuca,  I  may  say  there  is  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  Additional  Estimates 
in  oonnexion  with  the  subject  he  men- 
tkned,  but  the  question  of  the  payment  of 
tibe  expenses,  and  especially  the  legal  ex- 
fniKS,  is  under  consideration  now.  In  one 
or  two  cases  the  Govemmoit  are  in  a  dtffi- 
c^cy  as  to  what  to  do;  because,  if  we 
|iaid  all  the  legal  expenses,  we  might  be 
offerii^  a  great  inducemmt  to  litigati(»i. 
Bat  for  that  fact,  I  should  not  hesitate  for 
a  Booient  to  pay  the  legal  expenses. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division   13   {Public  Service  Commis- 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [ii.si.J.— I  de- 
ttie  to  refer  to  the  Public  Service  Corn- 


Sir  WiLLiAH  LvNE. — If  the  honorable 
■ember  attacks  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner,  he  certainly  must  attack  me  with 
him.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner 
■s  one  of  the  best  officers  we  have,  and  he 
mist  be  protected. 

Mr.  Sawson. — He  is  a  man  who  has 
backbone. 


Sir  WnxiAK  Lyne. — There  is  an  under- 
anent  of  feeling  against  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Gommissioaer  whidi  I  do  not  Pike 


Mr.  PAGE.— I  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  honorable  members  will  aUow  me  to  have  Western  Australia'^ 


a  word.  I  do  not  propose  to  attack  the 
Commissioner,  and  I  merely  made  the  re- 
mark I  did,  because  I  know  the  sore  spot 
of  the  Treasurer.  What  I  desire  to  do  is 
to  draw  attention  to  the  item  of  ^^50  for 
the  ecpenses  (rf  Courts  of  Inquiry. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  item  is  in 
subdivision  2,  whereas  we  are  now  dealine 
with  sub-division  i. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  I  will  postpone  my 
remarks. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [11.53]. 
—In  discussing  the  Estimates  for  the 
branch  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner, we  ought  to  avoid  any  abuse  of  that 
gentleman  simply  because  we  do  not  agree 
with  the  system,  and  there  ought  to  be  no 
attempt  to  shield  the  whole  system  under 
the  pretence  that  to  do  so  is  to  protect  the 
Commissioner.  I  am  sure  that  the  great 
majority  of  honorable  memb»s  have  the 
very  highest  opinion  of  that  gentleman,  and 
are  prepared  to  give  him  every  latitude  and 
fair  play.  Then,  we  should  avoid  the  even 
more  fatal  mistake  of  attempting  to  cloak 
up  every  error  on  the  plea  that  any  criti- 
cism is  an  attack  on  the  Commissioner.  I 
have  no  intention  of  attacking  the  Commis- 
sioner, but  merely  desire  to  point  out  that 
there  are  many  alterations  urgently  required 
in  the  existing  system.  First,  there  ought 
to  be  decentralization,  and  much  greater  re- 
sponsibility placed  on  the  heads  of  De- 
partments in  the  various  States.  There  is 
a  very  strong  feeling  amongst  officers  in 
outlying  positions  that  they  have  not  the 
same  chance  of  preferment  that  is  enjoyed 
by  those  within  the  immediate  ken  of  the 
Ccmunissioner.  I  brought  a  case  under 
notice  yesterday,  and  showed  that  the  docu- 
ments inviting  applicatioas  for  preferment 
reached  officers  two  days  after  the  date  on 
which  those  applications  had  to  be  sent  in. 
It  is  of  no  use  to  say  that  the  notificaticm 
had  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  because  every 
public  servant  does  not  buy  that  pu^li- 
cation. 

Mr.  Hume  Coor.— The  Gasette  can  be 
seen  at  every  post-office. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  think  this  diffi- 
culty could  be  got  over  by  making  the  do- 
cuments or  slips  the  first  notificaticxl  or  ad- 
vertisement, instead  of,  as  at  present,  the 
last ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
Minister  has  promised  to  bring  this  sug- 
gjestion  under  the  notice  of  the  Commis- 
sioner.     Public  virants  ^/-Owed»Iand, 
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Tasmania  should  have  exactly  the  same 
opportunity  to  apply  for  preferment  as 
have  those  in  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria ;  but  the  present  system  has  been  go- 
iqg  on  for  some  years,  and  ought  to  at 
once  be  altered.  A  much  greater  reform 
is.  needed  in  the  constitution  of  the  Boards 
of  Appeal.  I  do  not  blame  the  Commis- 
sioner, because  the  fault  lies  with  the  Act ; 
but  there  is  practically  no  appeal  against 
the  decisions  of  the  Appeal  Boards,  seemg 
that  the  Commissioner  can  veto  or  uphold 
those  decisions  as  he  likes. 

Mr.  Page. — ^A  public  senant  has  the 
right  to  take  civil  action. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— But  no  public 
servant  ought  to  be  compelled  to  do  that. 
The  system  of  appeals  in  New  Zealand  is 
infinitely  superior  to  that  in  the  COTimrai- 
wealth.  In  the  Dominion,  the  Appeal 
Court  consists  of  a  representative  of  the 
Commissioner  or  the  Government,  and  a  re- 
presentative of  the  public  servants,  and 
they  sit  with  the  stipendiary  magistrate, 
whose  decision  is  final. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  the  system 
of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  cmnplained. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— No;  the  positiwis 
are  oitirely  d^erent ;  ^  contention  of  the 
homx-able  member  is  that  seryuits  should  be 
compelled  to  resort  to  a  Court  of  law. 
ThCTC  are  many  public  sarants  not  in  a 
positicHi  to  go  to  law,  and  many  who  think 
the  game  not  worth  the  candle.  No  m«n- 
ber  of  the  Public  Service  should  be  cwn- 
pelied  to  go  to  law  against  the  Ccanmis- 
sifHier.  My  information  is  that  the  system 
of  appeal  in  New  Zealand  has  been  a 
COTiplete  success.  Here  our  system  of 
appeal  is  practicallv  no  appeal  at  all, 
because  the  Board  of  Inquiry  is  compelled 
to  forward  its  leoommendation  to  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Commissioner,  who  is  v^ed 
with  power  to  veto  it. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — It  is  an  appeal  from 
Philip  drunk  to  Philip  sober. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Whilst  I  believe 
that  the  CommissicKier  should  be  vested 
witfi  great  powers,  I  do  not  hcJd  that  he 
should  possess  autocratic  power.  In  New 
Zealand,  the  Appeal  Court  is  a  thor- 
oughly impartial  tribunal,  and  its  judg- 
ment is  absolutely  final.  I  invite  the 
Minister  to  consider  the  merits  of  the 
two  systems.  I  hold  that  the  system 
whidi  has  prov^  suc^  an  unqualified  sue- 
^  in  New  Zealand  is  infinitely  better 


than  is  our  system.  Further,  the  stipetkr 
diary  magistrates  throughout  Australia 
would  be  trusted  by  the  public  servants  of 
the  Commonwealth  to  act  in  a  fair  way  a.* 
between  themselves  and  the  Public  Service 
Commissicmer.  If  we  are  to  make  o«ir 
Public  Service  a  contented  body,  ve  niust 
assure  fair  play  to  our  c^ers  in  any  dis- 
pute which  may  arise  between  themselves 
and  the  Public  Service  Comnusumer. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [12.5].— I  should 
like  scxne  informaticm  in  regard  to  the  sala- 
ries paid  to  officials  in  the  clerical  tiinsiort 
of  the  Departmfflit  amtrolled  by  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner.  I  notice  that  the 
registrar's  salary  has  been  increased  frcxn 
;^36o  to  ^£400,  and  that  the  senior  clerk 
has  advanced  from  ^£335  to  ^^360,  whilst 
the  salaries  of  four  clerks  have  been  in- 
creased from  ;£73o  to  £91$.  I  desire  to 
know  whether  these  increases  are  merely 
automatic  increases? 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — They  aie  the  incre- 
ments recommended  by  the  PuUic  Service 
Commisuooer. 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^There  is  no  special  in- 
crease? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — No. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  I  should  like  some 
information  in  regard  to  the  expenses  con-f 
nected  with  Courts  of  Inquiry  and  Boards 
of  Appeal.  Last  year,  I  note  that  ^£150 
was  voted  in  conn»i(xi  with  Boanls  o£ 
Appeal,  and  in  omnexitMi  with  Coiuts 
of  Inquiry.  How  was  that  money  rat- 
pended? 

\fr.  HuicE  Cook.- — If  the  honorable 
member  will  put  his  question  a  little  later, 

I  shall  obtain  the  information. 

Mr.  PAGE. — What  I  desire  to  know  is 
whether  the  amounts  I  have  mentioned  re- 
present the  total  sum  expended  upon  thes^ 
Courts  of  Inquiry  throughout  the  Commoo-I 
wealth?  I  do  not  think  that  it  can.  X 
should  also  like  to  know  under  what  item 
the  expenditure  connected  with  Boards  of 
Appeal  is  included.  For  instance,  not 
long  since,  three  (rflicials  had  to  travel  froni 
Brisbane  to  Toowoomba  and  back.  Where 
would  the  expenditure  incurred  by  them  be 
shown? 

Mr.  HtmE  Cook. — Probably  some  of  \i 
is  included  under  "travelling  expenses," 
for  wMdi  Parliament  is  asked  to  appn>> 
priate  ^^400, 

Mr:  PAGE.— 1  do  not-think  w.  Then 
an  amount  is  sepid^nrtt^MnB^^^^l^lmatK 
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Id  cmcr  tbe  eiq)ense  of  holding  examina- 
cioDft,  including  advertising.  Last  year, 
j^joo  was  voted  for  this  purpose,  and  this 
vear  we  are  asked  to  appn^riate  ^£500. 
'Whv  is  the  increase  necessary? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Largely  because 
CTtra  hands  have  to  be  employed  in  the 
post -office. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Do  I  understand  that 
cxamin^ons  are  to  be  held  nuxe  fre- 
'joeotly? 

Mr.  HuiCE  Cook. — If  more  persons  are 
tJ  he  eniplo>ed,  thery  must  be.  Last  year 
j^425  was  expended  in  this  OOTmexion,  al- 
though only  j^joo  was  voted. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Then  there  is  an  item  re- 
lating to  the  expenses  amnected  with  the 
dectwo  of  diviaonaJ  representatives.  Does 
that  vole  rrfer  to  divisional  representatives 
for  the  Coaunonwealth,  or  merely  for  one 
Stale? 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — I  shall  obtain  the 
detirtrd  information  for  the  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  do  not  propose  to  attack 
tile  Public  Service  Commissioner  for  the 
administratioa  of  the  Public  Service  Act, 
because  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is  to  blam& 
The  blame  rests  up(Mi  Parliament  for  hav- 
ing passed  the  Act  in  tbe  form  that  it  did. 
When  that  measure  was  under  consideration 
in  this  House,  I  was  under  the  impression 
that  no  regulations  could  be  framed  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  practically  over- 
riding its  provisions.  We  were  repeatedly 
told  that  by  Ministers,  and  I  iimocently 
accepted  their  amnance.  But,  like  good 
wine,  I  have  improved  with  When 
Bills  are  under  coosideratioQ  in  future,  I 
iolend,  if  poanble,  to  prevent  matters  be^ng 
left  to  regulation.  The  legnlatioos  which 
have  been  framed  under  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Act  practically  deprive  many  public 
nrants,  accused  of  offences,  of  the  right 
to  have  their  cases  tried  before  a  proper 
Board  of  Inquiry.  The  power  to  take 
evidence  is  deleg^ed  to  the  stipendiary 
mapstrates  of  the  districts  in  which  such 
cases  occur,  and  is  then  transmitted  to  the 
Board  of  Inquiry.  Under  this  system.  I 
cnmplatn  that  an  officer,  located  in  Bris- 
bne,  who  is  being  tried  for  his  official  life, 
Rorives  a  better  trial  Bian  do  offioers  in  re- 
note  portions  of  the  Commonwealth.  That 
is  manifestly  unjust.  Further,  it  is  un- 
Br^ish.  Ex-ery  man  has  a  right  to  a 
fiir  trial.  We  all  know  that  in  conduct- 
'bs  an  inquiry,  it  is  an  advantage  to 
tuinine  witnesses  in  persrni. 


Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — Very  often  a  man's 
eye  tells  the  truth,  when  bis  tongue  does' 
not. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Recently,  a  friend  of  mine 
in  Brisbane,  who  has  had  a  IcHig  experience 
in  connexion  with  criminal  cases,  told  me 
that  he  knew  whether  a  man  was  guilty  (rf 
any  offence  charged  against  him  after  he 
had  had  ten  minutes'  ocxiversation  with  him. 
It  is  verv  rarely  that  such  persons  are  de- 
ceived. As  a  rule,  when  one  has  a  man 
in  front  of  him  whom  he  can  question,  he 
can  tell  largely  from  his  manner  whether 
his  statements  are  true,  and  magistrates 
and  others  often  base  their  decisions,  not 
so  mudi  upon  what  a  witness  says,  as  upon 
the  opinion  of  his  character  they  form 
from  his  manner.  I  know  that  until  the 
Ministry  alters  the  regulation,  rwthing  can 
be  done;  but  if  that  step  is  not  taken,  I 
shall  try  to  have  an  alteration  made,  T 
have  been  told,  on  good  authority,  that  the 
regulation  is  ultra  vires,  notwithstanding 
the  (pinion  of  the  Attwney-General,  who 
is  not  infallible.  Scnne  of  his  dedsions 
have  been  upset  recently. 

Mr.  Wynne.— When? 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  hcxiorable  member 
knows  that  both  doctors  and  lawyers  differ, 
and,  in  the  cme  case,  the  patients  die, 
while,  in  the  other,  they  bleed.  No  one 
desires  that  injustice  shall  be  done  to  em- 
ployes who  are  on  their  trial.  Can  the 
Minister  inform  me  undCT  what  headings 
the  expenses  of  the  boards  of  inquiry  are 
provided  for? 

Mt.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honor- 
ary Minister)  [12.17]. — L*5t  year  there 
was  no  expenditure,  although  jQ$o  was 
provided  for  boards  of  inquiry,  and  £,\SO 
for  boards  of  appeal.  Consequently, 
the  votes  this  year  have  been  reduced 
to  jQso  in  each  case.  Similar  remarks 
apply  to  the  election  of  the  divisicMial  re- 
presentatives. Thev  cover  the  whole  of 
Australia,  and  are  ixM  confined  to  any  par- 
ticular State. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (South  Australia) 
[12.18]. — I  think  that  this  is  a  fitting  op- 
portunity to  discuss  the  administration  of 
the  Public  Service  Cbmmissiwer.  I  should 
occupy  a  ccmsiderable  time  were  I'  to  dis- 
cuss in  detail  the  many  matters  in  regard 
to  which  I  find  fault  with  that  administra- 
tion. It  is  useless  to  assume,  because  the 
Commissioner  is  an  admittedly  good  man, 
that  the  administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  satisfacto^gitiz  J^y@©©^  « 
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exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  and  much  dis-  to  submit  to  a  second  examination  those 
content  is  occasioned  by  grievances  which    who  have  given  practical  proof  of  their 
could  be  easily  remedied.    The  repcwts  of    ability  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  to 
the   Public   Service   Conunissioner,  when    them.    I  shall  not  enumerate  all  the  other 
one  knows  the  facts,  often  make  one's   reasons  for  discontent  and  dissatisfactioa. 
blood  boil.    Is  it  not  idle,  for  sample,    South  Australian  officers  have  reasm  to 
for  him  to  report  to  Parliament  that  no  re-   complain  because  there  has  been  no  re- 
ductions in  salary  have  taken  place  in  con-   classification  there  such  as  took  place  in 
sequence  of  the  classification  of  the  Ser-   Victoria,   and,   I  think,  in  New  South 
vice  when,  as  has  been  pointed  out  re-   Wales.    Had  there  been  a  reclassification^ 
peatedly  in  this   Chamber,   many    South   postmasters  whose  salaries  were  consider- 
Australian    postmasters    ha\e    had    their   ably  reduced  as  a  omsequence  of  the  origi- 
salaries  reduced  by  ^£150  and  lesser  sums?   nal  classification  would  have  had  an  oppor- 
A  piece  of  tyranny  which  recently  came   tunity  to  get  their  positions  improved  be- 
under  my  notice  relates  to  the  entrance   cause  of  the  improvement  in  the  business  of 
examination  systnn.    Two  )Oung  ladies  in   their  offices.     These  and  similar  matters^. 
South  Australia  passed  an  entrance  exami-   however,  could  best  be  investigated  by  a 
natirai  much  more  severe  than  was  neces-   Royal   Commission.      If  complaints  are 
sary  to  show  their  qua.lificati<»is  for  the   brought  forward  in  this  Chaml^,  and  no 
work  whidi  they  desired  to  do,  and  were  action  is  taken,  the  effect  is  apparently  to 
temporaiily  appcmited  as  teleplume  atten-  condone  the  administratioi.     It  would  be, 
dants.    I  believe  that  the  appointments   therefore,  far  better  to  have  complaints  in- 
were  not  made  permanent,  owing  to  a  dis-   vestigated  by  a  Committee  or  Royal  C<»n- 
agreement  between  the  inspector  and  the    mission.     The  appointment  of  such  a  body 
Deputy    Postmaster -General,  as    to   how    in  the  near  future  would  allay  a  great  deal 
manv  persons  should  be  employed.     The    of  dissatisfaction. 

Public  Service  CcanmissitMier   is  charged       Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [12.29]. — I  have 
with  the  duty  of  saying  how  many  persons    already  said  that  I  questicm  the  utility  of 
shall  be  employed  in  any  Department,  the   much  of  the  discussi(»i  on  the  Estimates; 
Minister  and  departmental  head  respon-   hut  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  opinion 
sible  for  the  work  to  be  done  having  no   in  connexion  with  this  division  that,  in  the 
"  say  "    in    the    matter.     In    the   case  interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  Service, 
with   which    I    am   dealing,   the   ladies   an  amending  Public  Service  Bill  should  be 
gave  the   fullest  satisfaction;  but,  after   introduced.      So  many  elements  of  dis- 
some  months,  were  told  that  they  must   content  are  now  operating  against  the  efFec- 
again  present  themselves  for  examination,    tiveness  of  the  Service  that  it  is  necessary. 
On  this  occasion,  not  having  opportunity   that   some   such    step  should  be  taken* 
for  special  preparation,  they  failed  to  gain    I  believe  that  in  the  Public  Service  Com- 
a  sufficient  number  of  marks.      I  ask  how    missioner  we  have  an  officer  who  is  dis- 
many  examinations  must  be  passed  by  ap-   charging  conscientiously,  fairly,  and  to  the 
plicants  for  positions  in  the  Public  Service?   best  of  his  ability,  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
Every  one  knows  that  a  person  who  has   tion.    It  is  beyond  doubt  that  he  is  over- 
passed an  examination  well  might  not  be   weighted  by   having  impceed   upon  hiiw 
able,  twelve  months  later,  to  pass  the  same   duties  which  no  one  individual  could  rea- 
examination,  even  if  the  same  questimis   sonably  be  expected  to  overtake.  Corn- 
were  set.     But  once  having  shown  the  pos-   plaints  are  oonstantlv  bong  made  in  the 
session  of  the  necessary  qualifications,  ap-  House  as  to  dissatisfaction  in  the  service, 
pointees  who  satisfactorily  discharge  the   but  we  are  debarred  by  the  Act  frota  any. 
duties  assigned  to  them  should  not  be  again   personal  communication  with  the  Commis- 
subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  examination.        sioner.    I  am  sure  that  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  time  elapsed  generally  have  faithfully  observed  the  pro- 
between  the  two  examinations?  •      vision  in  the  Public  Service  Act  that  he 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Over  twelve  shall  be  free  from  any  direct  personal  re- 
months.  I  think.  Of  course,  the  case  is  presentation  by  us.  I,  personally,  have 
different  where  persons  pass  an  examina-  had  no  communication  with  him  in  xe- 
tion,  and  are  not  appointed  to  the  Service,  spect  to  any  appointment,  except  in  one- 
If  such  iiersons  presented  themselves  again  case.  As  '  the  law  stands,  we  can- 
.ifter  a  long  interval,  it  might  not  be  unfair   not   see   that   justice   is  done   in  cases 
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with  a  desire  to  exercise  an  impartial  judg- 
ment, inequalities  have  occurred  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  advantages  of  the  service. 
I  hope  that  at  an  early  stage  an  amoiding 
Bill  will  be  introduced,  and  that  it  will 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  additional 
Commissioners  to  co-operate  with  and  assist 
the  present  CommissioneT  in  his  laborious 
work.  In  expressing  that  hope,  I  do  not 
suggest  ioT  one  nKxnent  that  Mr. 
McLachlan  has  failed  to  deal  fairly  with 
all  cases  with  which  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  deal.  But  the  time  has  arrived 
when  that  excellent  officer  should  have  ad- 
ditional as»stance  so  that  he  may  be  able 
to  devote  more  attention  to  general  prin- 
ciples than  to  individual  cases,  the  consi- 
deration of  which,  under  pr^nt  conditions, 
must  largely  interfere  with  his  more  respon- 
sible duties  of  general  administration. 
Whilst  I  recognise  that  it  is  well  that  tem- 
porary employment  in  the  Public  Service 
should  be  available,  I  feel  satisfied  that 
the  system  requires  to  be  better  regulated. 
I  have  recently  brought  before  the  Post- 
master-General cases  relating  to  contract 
post-offices,  and  the  discharge  fron  the 
service  of  male  and  female  employ^  who 
have  done  excellent  work  for  the  Depart- 
ment. Although  I  am  sure  that  the  Post- 
master-General and  hb  colleagues  are  in 
sympathy  with  the  representations  that  have 
been  made  to  them  on  the  subject,  those 
people  are  suffering  a  great  injustice.  If 
for  no  other  reason  than  to  remove  such 
injustices  an  amending  Bill  should  be  in- 
troduce at  the  earliest  possible  mcxnent. 
I  also  think  that  it  should  provide  for  a 
Board  of  Commissicxiers,  as  it  is  unreascHi" 
able  to  expect  one  C(»nmissiaier  to  attend 
to  the  administration  of  a  huge  service  ez- 
tending  over  the  whole  Coomxmwealth. 
Such  a  change  would  be  in  the  interests,  not 
only  of  the  Public  Service,  but  of  the 
penile.  It  would  be  well  to  review,  in  the 
light  of  our  experiences  since  the  establish- 
ment of  Federation,  the  whole  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  service,  I  hope  that  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  these  Estimates  will 
«)nvey  my  representations  to  the  Minister 
nf  Hc«ne  Affairs. 

Colonel  FOXTON  (Brisbane)  [12.39].— 
I,  like  other  hcxiorable  members  who  have 
spcAen,  believe  that  in  Mr.  McLachlan  we 
have  an  officer  well  fitted  fen*  the  positicm 
of  Public  Service  Commissicmer.  I  am  not' 
personally  acquainted  with  him,  but  gather 
from  honorable  members  generally  that  he 
is  a  fair  man,  has  a  good  grasp  of  the  work 
of  the  Department,  and,  in  short,  is  emi- 


nently qualified  for  the  positicm  that  he 
cxxmpies.  1  have  often  thought  of  direc- 
tions in  which  the  system  could  be  im- 
proved. Like  the  honorable  member  for 
Franklin,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that 
some  such  system  as  that  which  exists  in 
New  Zealand,  if  applied  to  the  Common- 
wealth, would  tend  to  a  very  large  extent 
to  allay  the  undoubted  dissatisfaction  that 
permeates  the  service.  The  New  Zealand 
system,  however,  could  be  improved  ujXMi. 
1  do  not  approve  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  individuals,  whether  public  ser- 
vants or  members  of  the  general  [Miblic,  be- 
ing adjudicated  upCMi  by  a  tribunal  that  is 
practically  responsible  to  no  one. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able member  think  that  the  Public  Service 
CcMnmissioner  should  be  responsible  to  Par- 
liament ? 

Colonel  FOXTON.— I  shall  deal  pre- 
sentlv  with  that  phase  of  the  question,  and 
the  tumorable  member  will  find  that  I  am 
in  accord  with  him.  The  positicm  of  the 
Commissioner  under  the  Act  is  such  that 
it  is  only  in  respect  of  his  general  adminis- 
tration that  there  is  an  appeal  from  him  to 
Parliament.  It  is  difficult  to  bring  an  ap- 
peal to  this  House  frcrni  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner's  decision  in  respect  of  an 
individual  c:ase,  and  the  aggrieved  public 
servant  has  to  go  to  law  to  seek  redress. 
A  very  important  improvement  could  be 
made  upcm  the  New  Zealand  system,  which, 
as  described  by  the  hcHK»-able  member  fca 
Franklin,  permits  of  an  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Commis»oner  to  a  Board 
consisting  of  a  representative  of  the  Com- 
missioner, a  representative  of  the  com- 
plainant or  that  section  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service  which  is  interested  in  the 
appeal,  and  the  stipendiary  magistrate 
of  the  district.  I  understand  that  in  New 
Zealand  stipendiary  magistrates  are  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner.  That  might  be  regarded  as 
a  slight  objection  to  the  system.  In  the  case 
of  the  Commonwealth,  however,  we  should 
have  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  a  stipen- 
diary magistrate,  who  would  be  in  no  way 
under  the  jurisdicticm  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  of  the  Commonwealth.  He 
would  be  absolutely  independent  of  him, 
and  might  be  expected  therefmre  to  be  more 
impartial  as  Chairman  of  such  a  Board 
than  he  would  be  if  he  were  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  would  cost  ;£ioo.ooo 
per  annum  to  apply  such  a  system  to  so 
vast  a  country  as  the  CommonwealtJi. 
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Colonel  FOXTON.— I  Bo  not  agree  with 
the  hwiorable  member.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  it  would  not  cost  more  than  does 
the  present  system.  I  have  had  scMue  ex- 
perience of  the  system  in  force  in  Queens- 
land, which  bears  some  resemblance  to  that 
in  operation  in  New  Zealand.  The  Board, 
instead  of  being  the  final  Court  of  Appeal, 
is  required  in  respect  of  every  case  to  make 
a  report  and  recommendation  to  the  Min- 
ister. We  should  then  get  what  the  honor- 
able monber  for  Wannon  desires,  namely, 
the  respcHuibility  of  the  Minister  to  Par- 
liament. It  would  require  very  good 
grounds  for  a  Minister  to  disregard  the  re- 
port of  such  an  indepmdent  board,  seeing 
that  for  any  action  he  might  take  he  would 
be  responsible ;  and  my  suggestion  would 
mean  a  considerable  improvement  on  the 
present  system,  under  which  the  Commis- 
sioner is  practically  an  autocrat.  I  have 
nothing  to  say  against  the  Commissioner 
personally,  because  1  am  satisfied  he  al- 
ways acts  with  the  best  of  motives  from  his 
point  of  view,  fiut  there  is  undoubtedly  a 
very  strong  feeling  of  dissatisfactim 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  service^  a 
dissatisfaction  which  the  system  I  have 
suggested  would  tend  to  minimize.  Al- 
though the  Commissiwier  is  eminently 
well  qualified  foi  his  position,  and  is  a 
man  in  whcMn,  I  am  sure  most,  if  not  all, 
hwiorable  members  have  perfect  confidence, 
he  necessarily  has  to  see  through  the  eyes 
of  his  inspectors.  The  question  arises 
whether  the  inspectors  in  the  outlying  States 
are  in  all  cases  the  best  men  for 
such  positicHis ;  and  my  own  impressim 
is  that  they  are  not.  There  ^  are 
cases — which  I  do  not  care  to  mention, 
at  all  events  now — in  which  it  has 
been  made  manifest  that  the  inspectors  have 
not  reported  equitably  and  fairly.  We  find 
that  in  the  Department  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  especially  in  the  Department 
of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcuns  in 
Queensland,  there  is  a  great  deal  c>f  dissatis- 
faction, and  large  bodies  of  c^Scers  openly 
state  that  they  have  been  passed  over  in  the 
most  unblushing  manner — that  men  have 
been  pitchforked  over  their  heads  in  a 
wav  for  which  there  is  no  justification. 

Mr.  Mahon. — In  any  large  service  there 
are  complaints  of  that  kind. 

Colonel  FOXTON.— Possibly,  but  we 
ought  to  do  our  best  to  minimize  them.  If 
there  were  only  occasional  complaints, 
one  might  hesitate ;  but  when  we  find 
the  complaints  general— when  we  find 
that    officers    not    persmally  interested 


jam  in  the  ctxnplaints — there  is  evidently 
something  wrong.  Having  regard  to 
the  high  character  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, I  believe  that  the  fault  must 
lie  in  tiie  reports  of  the  inspectors,  or  of 
the  heads  of  Departments.  We  sometimes 
find  that  the  Commissioner  is  not  in  accord 
with  the  Government ;  and  I  do  not  blame 
him  for  that,  because  either  side  may  be 
right  or  wrong.  We  have,  however,  been 
furnished  with  a  printed  paper  in  connexioti 
with  the  Postal  Department,  having  refer- 
ence to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  as 
to  the  status  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  in 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  That 
office  having  been-created,  the  Secretary  to 
"^c  Department  very  naturally  represented 
that  the  officer  who  was  to  assist  him  in  his 
administrative  work,  should  be  placed  in 
the  administrative  branch.  To  that  the  Com- 
missioner simply  replied  that  he  was  unable 
to  fall  in  with  the  view  presented,  and  re- 
fused his  sanction.  If  the  work  of  the 
Secretary  is  so  great  that  it  has  to  be  di- 
vided, it  necessarily  follows  that  those  who 
take  on  themselves  a  porticm  of  the  respcwi- 
slbility  for  the  administration  should,  al(Hig 
with  the  Secretary,  be  placed  in  the  ad- 
ministrative branch.  I  c(»npliment  the 
Postmaster-General  on  the  fact  that,  not- 
withstanding tlie  attitude  of  the  Commis- 
^oner,  the  Government  prc^x>se  to  give  the 
Assistant  Secretary  a  salary  commensurate 
with  the  duties  he  has  to  perfwm.  I  hope 
that,  if  .  there  is  an  amendment  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Act  in  contemplation,  such  a 
provision  as  that  which  I  have  suggested 
will  be  incl  uded,  because  I  believe 
that  would  largely  tend  to  allay  the 
uneasy  feeling  there  is  throughout  the 
service.  From  my  experience  of  the 
Public  Service  Act  in  Queensland,  I 
do  not  think  that  the  expense  would 
be  anything  like  what  the  htxicurable  mem- 
ber for  Cootgardie  suggests.  The  inquiries 
would  not  be  more  numerous,  nor  would 
the  evidence  be  any  more  vcduminous,  than 
in  the  cases  which  are  at  present  investi- 
gated ;  the  only  differenoe  would  be  a  slightly 
(lifTerent  tribunal,  whose  recommendations 
would  go  to  the  Minister  for  final  decisim. 
With  the*  Minister  would  rest  the  responsi- 
bility of  dealing  fairly  as  between  the 
Cwnmissioner  and  the  public  servants ;  and 
that,  in  my  opinion,  would  provide  a  fur- 
ther check  on  anything  in  the  nature  of 
autocracy. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [12.55].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Brisbane  sug- 
gests a  plan  of  appeal  from  the  decisions 
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of  the  Public  Sefvice  Commisskmer ;  and 
raises  the  question  whether  it  is  desirable 
that  thase  decisions  should  be  reviewed  by 
some  ajthority.  The  [M'oposal  involves  a 
reversal  of  the  deliberate  determination  of 
Parliammt  some  time  ago  that  finality 
should  rest  with  the  Commissitxier  ;  and  for 
this  purpose  his  t^ce  was  invested  with 
the  security  of  tenure  enjoyed  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  No  step 
backward  should  therefore  be  taken  with-^ 
out  proof  that  the  present  system  has 
fa:led  and  that  better  methods  were  avail- 
able. Has  such  proof  been  given  ?  To  my 
thinking,  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  BrisbLia  would  invoh^  such  a 
huge  expenditure  as  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
practicable as  a  remedy. 

Colonel  .FoxToN. — I  do  not  suggest 
a  standing  board,  but  a  board  which 
would  probably  be  composed  of  different 
individuals  for  each  case. 

Mr.  MAHON.— That  makes  little  dif- 
ference as  to  the  cost  of  the  honorable 
member's  proposal.  If  the  hearing  of  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Conunis- 
sioner  is  to  be  of  any  value,  the  board 
should  in\'estigate  the  case  on  the  spot. 
That  might  work  all  right  in  a  ocHnpact 
country  like  New  Zealand,  but  in  a 
spacious  territory,  such  as  that  of  the 
Commonwealth,  it  would  entail  on  the 
people  an  enormous  burden  in  the 
shape  of  travelling  expenses  and  the 
payment  of  substitutes  for  crflicers  who  were 
engaged  in  hearing  appenls.  The  honor- 
able member  may  not  be  aware  that  this 
Parliament  has  already  bad  some  experi- 
ence of  boards  of  inquiry.  Under  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Act  there  is  provisicm  for  boards 
of  inquiry  into  any  disputes  or  any  charges 
levelled  against  officers. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — ^Tbat  is  not  quite  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  know  it  is  slifthtly 
different,  but  the  difficulties  and  troubles  in 
connexicKi  with  those  boards  would  be  re- 
peated and  aggravated  in  tiic  case  of  the 
boar^  suggested  by  the  honorable  member. 
At  the  present  time,  an  ofiicer  feeling  ag- 
grieved may  obtain  a  board  of  inquiry  in 
certain  circumstances.  A  large  number  of 
sudi  inquiries  have  been  held  during  the 
currency  of  the  Public  Service  Act.  The 
Public  Service  Commissioner  summarizes 
the  results  in  his  report,  and  he 
states  that  there  were  twenty -six  boards 
of  inquiry  in  1903,  at  a  (xist  of 
£^*S9Zi  forty*-four  in  ^  1904  at  a 
oost  of  jQ^fi^^'t  seventy-six  in  1905  at 


a  oost  of  ;£3,255;  and  fwty-six  in  1906  at 
a  cost  of  ^2,008 — a  total  of  192  boards 
at  a  cost  of~^io,5i2  in  trax'elling  and  other 
expenses  spread  over  the  four  jears.  Then, 
in  the  case  of  Queensland,  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  there  were  three  in- 
quiries held  in  1903  at  a  cost  of  ^260; 
ten  in  1904  at  a  cost  of  ;^i,268 ;  eleven  in 
1905  at  a  cost  of  ^^925;  and  eight  in  1906 
at  a  cost  of  j[fiiS — a  total  thirty-two 
inquiries  at  a  cost  of  £^,o$%.  That  is  a 
very  expensive  method  of  correcting  the 
possible  abuses  in  the  Public  Service. 

Cc^onel  FoxTON. — ^And  is  not  going  to 
law  expensive? 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
does  not  advise  his  friends  to  go  to  law. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — N'b,  and  I  never  go 
to  law  mvself  if  I  can  help  it. 

Mr.  RiAHON.— Quite  right;  the  hon- 
orable member's  practice  reinforces  mv  con- 
tention. We  should  not  encourage  litiga- 
tion in  the  Public  Service  at  the  expense 
of  the  country.  We  ought  to  devise  some 
cheaper  and  less  cumbrmis  method  of  dis- 
posing of  such  cases. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber would  not  deprive  public  servants  of 
the  right  of  appeal? 

Mr.  MAHON.— Certainly  not. 

Sitting  suspended  from  t  ta  2. 15  p.  m. 

Mr.  MAHON. — The  principal  argument 
which  I  have  urged  against  the  proposal 
to  constitute  local  boards  of  inquir>,  is 
.based  uptm  the  ground  of  the  expenditure 
which  would  be  involved.  But  there 
are  many  other  grounds  which  justify  the 
Government  in  disregarding  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Brisbane. 
In  the  first  place,  these  Ixiards  would  ar- 
rive at  different  determinations  regarding 
the  value  of  similar  positions  in  the 
various  States,  so  that  in  a  very  short 
time  anomalies  would  be  created  greater 
than  those  which  existed  previously,  thus 
making  uniform  classification,  or  any  other 
arrangement  of  the  service,  practically  im- 
possible. The  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane  has  been  discussed 
previously  in  this  House,  and  the  Com- 
missioner was  asked  to  give  his  opinimi 
upem  it,  which  he  did.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  points  out — 

If  the  proposed  substitution  were  adopted, 
the  Chairman  would  be  a  Iceal  State  offieial, 
and  the  Commonwealth  Government  would  be 
entirety  unrepresented.  The  stipendiary  ma^s- 
trate  or  Judge,  while  possibly  familiar  with  the 
geoeral  procedure  adopted  ip^^dmiiiisAcmg  the 
Public  Service  A<iiim^^^6^^M^Wei''tnu\A 
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Iiave  DO  practical  knowledge  of  tke  questiona 
that  would  arise  or  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
other  States^  or  of  the  difficulties  that  had  to  be 
overcome  in  order  to  produce  a  classificatioDt 
based  on  a  uniform  tystem,  and  sufficiently 
el&tfic  to  embrace  the  thousands  of  officers 
working  under  widely  differing  ronditions,  and 
whose  rights  were  protected  by  the  Constitution 
upon  transfer^to  the  Commonwealth. 

thiiik  that  that  statement  of  the  position 
disposes  of  the  contention  of  the  honorable 
member.  But  in  m-der  that  it  may  never 
be  revived,  I  had  better  quote  one  or  two 
other  very  ccmclusive  paragraphs  from  the 
Commissioner's  rep<»:t.  For  instance,  he 
says — 

Six  separate  Boards  of  Appeal  constituted  as 
proposed,  acting  io  their  respective  States,  and 
making  rccommendatibns  entirely  from  local  ex 
farte  knowledge  and  evidence,  each  Board  in 
its  own  conclusions  differing  from  the  other,  and 
with  but  the  scantiest  knowledge  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Public  Service  Act,  of  its  require- 
ments, or  of  the  operations  that  have  taken  place 
under  it,  to  guide  them,  would  in  a  short  time 
produce  ^  state  of  disorganization  and  chaos. 

After  referring  to  other  aspects  of  the 
matter,  the  Commis^oner  proceeds — 

If  the  Board's  conclusions  were  final,  the  result 
would  be  a  number  of  classification  schemes, 
varying  according  to  the  different  views  of  the 
several  Boards  of  Appeal  in  each  State,  a  con- 
tinuation of  anomalies,  and  a  fresh  crop  of  ap- 
peals evolved  by  the  difference  of  action  as  be- 
tween States. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  what 
applies  to  appeals  ixom  classification  bears 
with  equal  force  and  relevance  on  appeals 
against  decisions  as  to  other  matters. 
So  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossiblp 
to  get  uniformity  in  respect  of  any- 
thing. Now,  thp  main  idea  underlying 
the  Public  Service  Act  is  that  uniform 
omditions  shall  prevail  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  due  allowance  being  made 
to  officers  who  reside  in  remote  localities 
where  the  cost  of  living  is  high.  The  Com- 
missioner adds — 

The  object  aimed  at  by  Uie  Act,  that  is, 
uniformity  of  classi6catioa  thioughoat  the  Com- 
monwealth would  be  defeated.  There  must  be 
one  controlling  head ;  if  the  recommendations 
of  the  different  Boards  were  carried  out  the 
utmost  confusion  and  dissimilarity  oi  payment 
for  the  same  work  would  result,  injustice  would 
be  inflicted  on  officers  who  were  not  appellants 
by  others  passing  over  their  heads,  and  unless 
there  was  one  focussing  centre,  as  in  the  Com- 
missioner, the  Service  would  soon  become  more 
chaotic  than  it  was  in  the  States. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  further  on  the 
suggestion  crfFered  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane.  But  T  should 
like  to  make  a  few  remarks  cor^- 
cerning  the  position  which  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  occupies  in  regard 
Mr.  Mahon. 


to  the  Government  of  Vac  day.  Rightly 
or  ,wrong;ly,  this  Parliament  has  placed  the 
Commissioner  in  a  position  of  independence 
and  freedom  from  parliamentary  control 
similar  to  that  occupied  by  a  Supreme 
0«iit  Judge,  whose  salary  is  not  voted  by 
Parliament,  but  is  specially  appropriated. 
We  appointed  him  for  a  fixed  term  and 
gave  him  absolutely  a  free  hand.  After 
an  experience  of  six  years,  I  do  not  know 
that  we  can  say  that  that  complete  inde- 
pendence of  the  Executive  and  of  Parlia- 
ment has  been  wholly  justified.    In  saying 
this,  I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflections 
on  the  Commissioner,  because  it  would  re- 
quire sranebody  approaching  an  archangel 
to  give  absolute  satisfaction  in  such  an 
oflice.    But  it  seems  to  me  that  there  ought 
to  be  vested  in  the  Executive  of  the  day 
—either  in  the  Cabinet  or  tKe  Governor- 
General  in  Council — ^authority  to  review  the 
decisions  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner in  mattere  of  policy.     I  do  not  sav 
that  the  Executive  should  be  entitled  to 
review  every  appointmeint  or  promotion 
made  by  the  Commissicmer,  but  in  matters 
of   pol icy    a ffecting   the   Public  Service 
throughout  the  States  and  bearing  inti- 
mately upcMi  the  financial  results  of  our 
large  Public  Service  Departments,  the  con- 
trol   should   be   in    the  hands   of  the 
Government.    In  this  respect,  the  Com- 
missicmer  exercises  power  whidi  ought  not 
to  be  conferred  uptMi    any  one  man. 
The   Government,   for  instance,  should 
have  s(HDething  to  sa^  as  to  the  grading 
and  wages,  not  of  individuals,  but  of  large 
numbers  of  public  servants.    It  should  be 
the  function  of  Ministers,  subject  to  Par- 
liament, to  say  whether  the  cost  of  De- 
partments was  excessive,  or  whether  a  niore 
liberal  policy  should  not  be  pursued  as  to 
wages  and  conditions.     In  such  matters, 
the  Commissioner  ought  to  be  more  amen- 
able to  Executive  OMitrol,  and  wherever 
a  OMiflict  arises  between   him   and  the 
Executive,  the  latter  should  have  a  wider 
discretion,  provided  that  the  particulars  of 
any  conflict  between  the  Commissioner  and 
the  Executive  should  be  placed  befwe  Par- 
liament forthwith.    In  that  way  we  should 
secure  the  best  results.    A  continuance  of 
the  system  under  whidi  the  CwnmissiOTier 
may  pull  <Hie  way,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
Government   is   unitedly   pulling  another 
way,  cannot  safely  be  continued.  Take 
the  instance  mentioned  bv  the  honorable 
member  for  Brisbane,  where  the  Govern- 
ment decided  that  an  officer  discharging; 
administrative  duties  should  be  nonoted 
from  the  clericalDdiwsIai&jOOgTe 
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Mr,  Mauger. — He  had  been  endowed 
with  administrative  duties  with  the  Com- 
missicner's  consent. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Exactly.  The  Cbmmia- 
nooer  irgued  tKat  the  office  in  quration 
should  be  kept  in  the  clerical  divisiwi, 
tibough  charged  with  duties  belonging  to 
a  higher  grade.  It  is  difficult  to  follow, 
and  still  more  difficult  to  agree  with,  such 
reasoning.  Those  who  read  the  corres- 
pondence will  be  struck  by  the  failure  of 
the  Commissioner  to  reply  to  one  salient 
point.  Though  the  highest  salary  fixed 
for  the  clerical  division  is  j£6oo,  be  him- 
self classified  one  officer  in  that  division  as 
worth  ^650  per  annum,  and  when  the 
Commissifmer  leaves  such  a  charge  without 
answer,  he  discounts  the  remainder  of  Ms 
argument  against  the  transference  of  this 
officer  to  the  administrative  divisi(HL  Some 
reference  may  now  be  made  to  the  attitude 
of  the  CommissicHier  towards  the  public 
servants  of  Western  Australia.  On  many 
occasions  since  the  Commonwealth  assumed 
control  of  the  Customs  and  Postal  Depart- 
ments, I  pointed  out  that  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing in  Western  Australia  was  considerably 
in  excess  of  the  cost  of  living  in  the  other 
States.  Anybody  wRo  is  industrious  enough 
to  loc^  up  Hansard  will  find  that  I  re- 
peatedly Ivought  that  fact  under  the  notice 
the  Goveniment.  The  rep4y  was  that  ai- 
kmances  were  made  to  officials  located  in 
the  tropical  and  gold-fields'  belts  of  that 
State.  But  I  contended  then — as  I 
do  now — that  the  cost  of  living — 
even  in  the  coastal  districts  and  around 
Perth — is  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
cost  of  living  elsewhere.  The  Com- 
missimier  himsel  £  recognised  the  exces- 
sive cost  of  Jiving  in  the  gold-fields  and 
tropical  portions  of  that  Siate,  and  allow- 
ances were  accordingly  paid  to  officers  and 
teadents  in  those  areas.  But  he  refused 
to  recommend  any  increase  of  the  general 
salaries  payable  to  <^keis  in  Western  Atis- 
tralia  on  account  of  the  higher  ccst  of  liv- 
ing there.  Quite  recently,  however,  he  has 
agreed  to  advance  the  salaries  of  all  offi- 
cers who  are  not  in  receipt  of  tropical  or 
gold-fields'  allowances  by  5  per  cent. 
At  the  same  time  he  has  committed  the  in- 
consistency of  not  advancing  proportionately 
the  allowances  of  the  officers  on  the  gold- 
fields  and  in  tropical  latitudes.  The  rela- 
tive disadvantages  of  life  at  these  remote 
stations,  in  comparison  with  life  at  more 
favorably  situated  places,  have  not  dimi- 
nished. '  Vet  the  Commissi(xier  has  reduced 
the  disparity  in  the  remuneratiwi  of  the 


(^cers  so  placed,  and  in  so  doing  has  in- 
creased the  difficulty  of  inducing  crfficers 
located  in  Perth  or  <mi  the  coast  to  take 
up  duties  in  the  ncwth-west  and  on  the 
remoter  gold-fields.  This  is  not  just  to 
the  officers,  nea  advantageous  to  the  De- 
partmoits  coooemed,  nor  is  it  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  public.  It  may  refresh  the 
memory  of  the  Minister  if  I  read  the  fol- 
lowing questi<xis  and  answers,  which  I  put 
to  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  16th 
July  last — ■ 

1.  Has  the  Public  Service  CommissUmer  in- 
formed him  that,  as  the  cost  of  living  in  Western 
Australia  is  greater  than  in  the  eastern  States, 
an  allowance  to  meet  such  enhanced  cost  of  the 
necenariet  of  life  should  be  granted  to  the  pub. 
lie  servants  in  that  State?— Yes. 

2.  Does  the  Govemmeot  propose  to  grant  the 
allowance  recommended  by  the  CommissioneT, 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  estimate  of  the  increased 
expenditure  on  public  servants*  salaries? — The 
matter  is  to  receive  consideration  in  connexion 
with  the  Estimates.    The  cost  is  estimated  at 

3-  As  the  cost  of  living  in  Western  Australia 
was  greater  from  1901  to  1906  than  it  is  now, 
owing  to  the  disappearance  of  the  sliding  scale 
duties  and  to  other  circumstances,  does  he  pro- 
pose  to  grant  those  public  servants  who  were  in 
the  service  from  1901  to  1906  any  allowance  to 
cover  the  enhanced  cost  of  living  during  that 
period;  and,  if  not,  why? — The  pi«posed  allow- 
ance is  based  u|>on  the  present  cost  of  living, 
and  can  be  varied  or  withdrawn,  as  circum- 
stances warrant.  It  is  not  usual  in  such  cases, 
nor  is  it  intended  in  this  instance,  to  make  the 
payment  retrospective. 

The  reply  to  the  third  question  is  palpably 
evasive  and  unsatisfactory.  It  simplv 
dodges  the  main  point  involved.  If  living 
now  costs  less  than  it  did  before,  why  should 
the  public  servants,  whose  right  is  now  ad- 
mitted, be  denied  an  aliowanca  for  tht* 
period  when  it  cost  them  more  to  live  than 
it  does  at  present?  The  Minister  should 
not  allow  himself  to  be  the  vehicle  for  con- 
veying evasions  to  plain  questions  put  in 
this  House.  If  the  Commissioner  can  jus- 
tify his  action,  he  ought  to  do  so;  if  he  has 
no  justification,  then  a  frank  admission  of 
the  fact  is  the  straightforward  course  to 
take.  Another  practice  of  '  the  Commis- 
sioner calls  for  some  notice.  He  is  em- 
powered by  the  Act  to  suspend  an  officer 
who  owes  a  single  creditor  an  amount  suffi- 
cient in  law  to  entitle  him  to  make 
him  insolvent.  But,  apparently,  publk: 
servants  may  owe  their  butchers,  bakers, 
drapers,  and  other  tradesmen,  small 
amounts,  aggregating  more  than  £50,  with- 
out the  CommissicHier  taking  action,  not- 
withstanding proof  that  they  have  been 
sued  and  verdi(^g.^,o|>Jgi@cJ^f^  them. 
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When  a  case  of  the  kind  occurred  a  few 
years  ago,  I  thought  that  the  Commissioner 
was  in  the  wrcMig.  A  public  servant  was 
sued  ,for  a  debt  of  less  than  ;^5o,  and,  as  he 
made  no  defence,  the  Court  gave  an  order 
against  him;  but  the  Commissiwier  refused 
to  su^nd  him  or  to  take  any  steps  to 
ccMnpel  the  officer  to  pay  up.  In  justi- 
ficati<m,  he  wrote — 

It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  most  undesir- 
able precedent  for  a  Department  to  interfere  in 
money  disputes  between  an  oflBcer  and  a 
tradesman  wfao  may,  or  may  not,  have  a  juit 
claim. 

I  pdnted  out  tliat  the  man  had  been  ad- 
judged by  a  Court  of  law  to  owe  the 
money,  adding — 

I  am  unable  to  agree  with  the  dictum  that  it 
is  "most  undesirable"  for  the  Department  to 
intervene  in  monetary  disputes  between  public 
servants  and  their  creditors.  It  should  not  be 
undesirable  to  take  action,  which  the  Public 
Service  Act  authorized  (if  not  required)  the  De- 
partment to  adopt  in  certain  cases  

Respecting  this  particular  case,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  creditor's  claim  is  not  correctly 
described  as  "  a  dispute."  Having  been  adjudi- 
cated upon  by  a  Court  of  law,  which  awarded 
the  creditor  a  verdict,  there  is  no  longer  "  a 
dispute "  between  a  tradesman  and  a  pubftc  ser* 
vant.  The  issue  now  is  whether  the  public 
servant  is  to  be  permitted  to  disregard  an  award 
of  a  Court  of  Justice.  It  would,  I  think,  be 
an  abdication  of  plain  duly  if  the  administrators 
of  the  Public  Service  Act  refused  assistance  in 
giving  effect  to  a  Court's  lawful  decision. 

The  Commissioner's  statement  was  that — 

Mr.  Withers  has  not,  so  far  as  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  the  Commissioner  disclosed, 
given  his  version  of  the  transaction  leading  up 
to,  and  including,  the  Court  proceedings  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Palmer. 

To  which  I  repHed — 

That  Withers  has  failed  to  give  "  his  version 
of  the  transactioh~"  is  not  now  to  the  point.  His 
neglect  to  submit  his  defence  to  the  Court 
should  certainly  not  be  allowed  to  operate  so 
as  to  defeat  the  rights  of  a  creditor,  as  ap- 
praised and  recorded  by  a  Court  of  Justice. 

The  Commissioner  also  said  that — 

It  does  not  appear  that  it  would  be  right  or 
proper  to  put  the  punitive  clauses  of  the  Act  into 
motion  on  the  ex  farle  statement  of  a  party 
interested. 

My  answer  was — 

No  request  has  been  made  that  "  the  punitive 
clauses  of  the  Act  should  be  put  into  motion 
on  the  ex  farte  statement  of  an  interested 
party."  Action  is  not  suggested  because  of  Pal- 
mer's statement,  but  in  view  of  Wither's  failure 
to  recognise  a  decision  of  the  Court — a  totally 
different  matter.  Although  the  Commis^oner 
apparently  considers  that  Withers  should  "  give 
his  version  of  the  transaction,"'!  am  surprised 
to  notice  that  he  does  not  propose  to  ask  for 
it.  I  do  not  see  the  applicability  to  this  case 
of  the  Commissioner's  reference  to  "probable 
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extortionate  demands."  All  the  creditoi  here 
asks  for  is  compliance  with. a  judgment  of  a 
Court  of  justice,  and  I  apprehend  it  is  not  in* 
tended  to  apply  the  word  "extortionate"  to  it.- 
Here  the  matter  ended,  so  far  as  the  Com- 
missioner was  concerned ;  but  I  believe  the 
individual  in  question  was  ultimately  sus- 
pended, and  that,  as  the  result  of  the  ac- 
ticxi  taken  in  his  case,  numbers  of  othere. 
liquidated  their  petty  debts  with  great 
promptitude.  The  honorable  member  for 
Brisbane  says  that  a  number  of  complaints 
have  reached  him  about  officers  being 
passed  over.  Very  probably.  That  is  a 
general  experience.  But  doss  he  imagine 
that  in  any  large  army,  such  as  the  Public 
Service,  some  will  not  always  be  found 
who  are  caivinced  their  merits  are  not 
being  reci^nised  ?  So  long  as  promotion 
is  by  merit  instead  of  by  seniority,  com- 
plaints about  partiality  will  be  made.  An 
officer's  estimate  of  his  capacity  often  dif- 
fers from  that  of  his  superior  or  of  those 
wwking  with  hiroj  and  those  who  do  not 
receive  the  promoticm  or  the  increase  of 
salary  to  which  they  deem  themselves  en- 
titled, naturally  find  fault.  It  has  been 
my  duty  to  investigate  many  of  these  com- 
plaints, and,  with  a  ixmple  of  receptions, 
there  was  no  warrant  for  the  belief  that 
partiality  had  been  shown  in  the  promo- 
ti<His.  If  any  complaint  is  to  be  made,  it 
is  not  as  to  the  exercise  of  political,  but 
rather  of  social,  influence.  That,  however, 
is  impossible  to  trace.  The  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner  is  largely  in  the  hands 
of  his  inspectors,  who,  although  vested 
with  very  large  powers  and  privileges, 
on  the  whole  perform  their  duties 
fairly  well.  In  the  matter  with 
whidi  the  Government  dealt  «»ne  time 
ago,  of  inspectors  seeking  appoint- 
ment as  Deputy  Postmasters-General.  I 
think  that  Ministers  acted  quite  properly. 
As  these  inspectors  are  called  upon  to  report 
upon  the  qualifications  of  other  applicants, 
they  should  not  compete  for  the  positions 
sought  by  those  applicants.  An  inspector 
occupies  an  exceptionally  favorable  grotmd, 
and,  if  he  chose  to  do  so,  could  undoubtedly 
damn  the  chances  of  an  opponent.  There 
is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  desire  to 
refer.  The  Minister  is  aware  that  the 
secretary  to  the  Public  Service  CcHiimis- 
sitxier  will  be  due  for  retirement  at  the 
end  of  the  present  half-year,  and  I  wish  to 
know  whether  it  is  proposed  that  the  salary 
which  he  was  receiving,  after  nearly  forty 
years  of  service  shall  be  paid  to  his  suc- 
cessor. The  full  amount  of  ^.6qq  is  on  the 
Estimates.  On  ge©Hfftl(R^ltegi@fficer 
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appointed  to  a  new  pcmti(»i  should  not 
start  ut  the  maximum  salary  enjoyed  by 
bis  pRdecxss<Hr. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  think  that  the  h<Mi- 
orable  member  may  take  that  for  granted. 

Mr,  AUHON.— I  am  glad  to  have  that 
assurance. 

Mr.    THOMAS     BROWN  (Calare) 
[2.4;]. — I  was  pleased  to  hear  the  remarks 
made  by  the  hwiorable  member  for  Bris- 
bane in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  dis- 
diarged  the  duties  of  his  c^ce.    Most  of 
the  representatives  of  New  South  Wales 
had  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  in 
pre- Federation  days,  first,  as  Under-Sec- 
retary for  Public  Works,  and  subsequently 
as  Under-Secretary  for  Mines  in  that  State. 
In  both  those  Departments  he  did  excel- 
lent votkf  and  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
monwealth be  has  proved  himself  a  very 
able  and  ccHnpetent  officer.    A  great  deal 
of  the  criticism  levelled  at  the  adminis- 
tration   of    his    Department    to-day  is 
found2d  upon  conditions  for  which  the  Go- 
vernment, and  not  the  Commissicmer  him- 
self, is  responsible.    When  we  passed  the 
Public  Service  Act,  we  had  before  us  very 
limited  information  as  to  the  general  con- 
ditions of  the  service,  and  the  Ctxnmis- 
sioner,  who  has  to  administer  it,  often  finds 
his  efforts   hampered   by   its  provisiwis. 
Having  regard  to  the  circumstances  under 
vhidi  it  was  passed,  the  wmder  is  that 
it  has  not  proved  more  imperfect  than  it 
is.  It  has  been  in  operation  for  some  time, 
and  its  imperfections  are  veil  known  berth 
to  the  administrator  and  the  Government. 
In  the  last  Parliament,  reform  was  pro- 
mised.  We  were  told  that  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  had  on  the  stocks  a  Bill  to 
giw  expression  to  the  knowledge  gained  in 
the  administratiOT  of  the  principal  Act. 
In  other  words,  it  was  to  remove  the 
blemishes  of  the  system  and  to  enable  the 
service  to  run  as  smoothly  as  possible. 
Nothing,  however,  has  since  been  heard 
of  it.   The  consideration  of  the  Tariff  has 
interfered,  in  all  probability,  with  its  in- 
troduction, but,  in  justify  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, it  should  not  be  delayed  one  day 
longer  than  can  be  avoided.    I  hope  that 
the  Government  have  the  measure  well  in 
hand,  and  that  under  it  we  shall  remove 
the  cause  of  much  of  the  adverse  criticism 
directed  against  the   Department,  and  a 
great  deal  of  the  friction  now  obtaining 
throughout  the  service.    In  making  fhat 
statement.  T  feel  that  I  am  only  doing 
justice  to  the  Commis^oner.    I,  in  commcm 


with  other  hoocw^Ie  monberg,  wish  to  see 
this  important  branch  of  the  service 
strengthened  and  rendered  more  efficient; 
but  my  experience  as  a  member  of  the 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  leads  me 
to  hope  that  we  shall  not  revert  to  the  old 
condition  of  affairs  which  prevailed  in  that 
State,  where  the  control  of  the  Department 
was  practically  in  the  hands  of  the  Minis- 
terial head,  and  its  administration  gene- 
rally was  subject  to  political  influence. 

Mr.  Chanter. — There  is  more  favoritism 
under  the  Commonwealth  system  than  ever 
prevailed  under  that  to  which  the  hcHior- 
able  member  refers. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able member  has  had  a  longer  political  ex- 
perience than  I  have  had ;  but  I  should 
like  to  hear  what  evidence  he  has  in  sup- 
port of  his  assertion.  I  do  not  think  that 
Mr.  McLachlan  would  be  swayed  by  poli- 
tical influence  or  any  improper  considera- 
tion in  administering  the  Department. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  favoritism  to  which 
I  refer  is  due,  not  to  Mr.  McLachlan,  but 
to  those  who  recwnmend  him  to  do  certain 
things. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  that  re- 
spect, an  amendment  of  the  Act  could  be 
made  with  advantage.  The  Public  Service 
Gxnmissioner  is  located  in  Melbourne,  and 
cannot  possibly  be  personally  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  every  case  sulHnitted 
for  his  consideraticm.  He  must  necessarily 
act  largely  uprai  the  evidence  submitted  to 
him,  of  which  the  reports  of  his  responsible 
cheers  form  a  oxisiderable  part.  Where 
there  is  a  ocxiflict  between  an  aggrieved 
public  servant  and  the  ofiicer  called  upon 
to  repwt  upon  his  case — an  officer  sup- 
posed to  be  disinterested,  but  who  may, 
nevertheless,  be  animated  by  most  bitter 
feelings  against  the  aggrieved  party  —  it 
is  only  natural  that  the  Public  Service 
Conmiissioner  should  accept  the  versiwi  of 
the  facts  put  before  him  by  his  resp(Hisible 
servant.  If  he  finds  that  that  <5ficer  is 
untrustworthy — that  his  repoits  cannot  be 
relied  upcai — he  can  get  rid  of  him.  No 
matter  who  occupies  the  position  of  Com- 
missioner, the  situaticMi  in  that  regard  must 
remain  unchanged  in  the  absence  of  an 
amendment  of  the  Act.  What  we  need  to 
do  is  to  provide  a  readilv  accessible,  and 
not  too  costly,  medium  of  appeal  between 
the  public  servant  aggrieved  and  the  offi- 
cer at  the  head  of  his  Department.  We 
should  have  a  tribunal  to  investigate  com- 
plaints impartially,  and  put  before  the 
Commissioner  and  the  EKCutive  the  Jesuit 
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of  its  inquiry.  The  honorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  has  on  the  notice-paper  a 
motion  with  that  (^ject  in  view.  His  pro- 
posal is  that  tha  Cranmissioner  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of 
police  magistrates  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  constitute  any  one  of  them 
a  Court  of  Inquiry  to  investigate  a  com- 
plaint, and  to  submit  the  evidence  with  a 
report  thereon  to  the  <^cer  in  charge.  It 
is  only  by  some  such  method  that  some- 
thing like  justice  in  the  treatment  of  these 
cases  can  be  secured.  An  attempt  made 
to  establish  a  Board  within  the  D^art- 
ment  was  found  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
to  be  unworkable.  The  Cwnmonwealth 
comprises  such  a  vast  territory,  and  our 
officers  are  so  widely  scattered— many  of 
them  being  remote  from  centres  of  popula- 
tion— that  the  appointment  of  such  a 
Board  would  mean  the  erection  of  a  piece 
of  machinery  so  expensive  that  I  do  not 
think  Parliament  would  agree  to  it.  The 
suggestion  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  West  Sydney  has  very  much  to  recom- 
mend it,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  amending 
legislation  which  the  Government  has  in 
view  scnnething  will  be  done  to  meet  this 
difficulty.  I  am  sure  that  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, from  the  Commis^iwier  downwards, 
would  weloxne  any  device  of  this  character 
that  would  enable  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  the  position  to  be  arrived  at. 
Whilst  our  Public  Service  comprises 
many  excellent  cheers,  animated  solely 
by  a  desire  to  do  their  duty,  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  assume  that 
it  consists  wholly  of  such  men.  It  often 
happens  that  a  man  of  great  ability  has 
also  great  failings,  and  allows  his  personal 
prejudices  to  override  his  sense  of  justice, 
so  that  public  servants  under  his  ccmtrol 
often  suffer  injustice,  and  have  no  redress. 
The  report  and  the  word  of  their  superior 
officer  always  count  against  them,  and, 
when  a  conflict  arises,  they,  at  the  very 
outset,  stand  a  discredited  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  suggest? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  suggest 
that  the  Government  replace  the  present 
ineffective  Public  Service  Act  by  a  new 
piece  of  up-to-date  legislative  machinery. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  *the  Act  out  of 
date  in  five  years  ? 

Mr.  THOklAS  BROWN.— Yes.  The 
Act  was  brought  into  existence  under  con- 
ditiwis  that  render  it  a  matter  of  surprise, 
not  that  it  is  imperfe;-'t,  but  that  it  is  sn 
perfect  as  we  find  it.     We  had  to  deal 


with  the  public  smrices  of  the  Common- 
wealth on  imperfect  dnTormaticn ;  but  wo 

now  know  where  the  Ac*t  is  faulty,  and 
are  in  a  position  to  amend  it.  One  of 
the  amendments  I  advocate  is  the  provi- 
sion of  Some  means  to  enable  an  aggrieverl 
officer  to  appeal  to  an  independent  tri- 
bunal, and  have  his  case  pnDperly'  investi- 
gated. The  very  naSture  of  the  service  ia 
such  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Oxnmis- 
sifxier  to  make  himself  atoquainted  with 
every  case  <xc  every  grievance,  or  to  in- 
vestigate it  in  a  satisfactwy  manner.  To 
the  desired  end,  I  recommended  a  pro- 
posal that  is  before  the  House  in  tho 
shape  of  a  Bill  introduced  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  West  Sydney,  who  seeks 
to  enable  the  Commissioner  to  constitute 
local  courts  of  inquiry,  presided  over  by 
police  magistrates  or  other  local  justices. 

Mr.  SiN'CLAiR. — That  is  what  the  Pub- 
lic Service  objects  ta 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  not 
aware  thnt  that  us  so.  It  may  be  that 
the  Public  Service  has  a  better  proposal, 
but  I  know  that  in  one  State,  at  least,  the 
officers  are  very  dissatisfied  with  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  administration  is  responsible  for  the 
friction,  but  rather  that,  if  inquiry  were 
institiAed,  it  would  be  seen  that  the  ad- 
ministration is  correct.  But,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  inquiry  or  means  of  investi- 
gation of  the  character  I  have  suggested* 
the  crfficers  feel  there  is  injustice,  and  tho 
dissatisfaction  increases.  The  proposal  of 
the  hcmorable  member  for  West  Sydney 
would,  in  the  end,  make  the  Public  Ser- 
vice more  satisfied  with  the  decisicms,  even 
if  these  turned  out  to  be  not  very  widely 
different  from  those  arrived  at  at  presents 
The  servioes  of  police  magistrates  and 
other  justices,  who  discharged  similar 
duties  in  the  States,  would  be  always  avail- 
able in  different  centres  of  population,  and 
the  courts  could  be  constituted  at  the 
minimum  of  expense.  The  suggestion  does 
not  mean  the  introductI<m  of  any  foreign 
authority  into  the  administration,  t^t 
s'mplv  a  tribunal  to  take  evidence  locally, 
and  the  forwarding  of  that  evidence,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  presiding 
(rfficer.  few  whatever  it  might  be  worth,  to 
the  Commissioner,  who  would  then  be 
placed  in  a  better  position  to  deal  wiSth 
complaints. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Would  the  decision 
of  the  Commissioner  be  final? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— To  the  same 
extent  that  it  is  final  at  the-*pjeseQti  time ; 
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iml  I  do  not  thii^  that  the  decision  of 
the  Commissioner  ought  to  be  diAurbed 
\n  anj  hipher  authority  except  for  very 
(.iftcient  reasons.  There  is  trouble  in  the 
LiAt.'r  tranches  of  the  service,  owing  to 
fact  that  under  the  present  system  it 
is  prai:tira,lly  the  dec^ion  of  the  superiOT 
i&vr  that  obtains,  and,  in  many  cases, 
thf  superior  officer  is  actuated  by  Inas  to 
su-  h  an  exteftr  that  the  public  servant  is 
pia-ird  in  an  unfortunate  and  unhappy 
position.  There  are  other  directions  in 
«h'rh  amending  legislation  is  required, 
notaUIv  the  condition  that  all  junior 
(4)>'ers.  such  as  telegraph  messengers,  shall 
rvtire  at  a  certain  age  if  the  Department 
t«  un:ible  to  promote  them  to  higher 
gnd.-^  That  condition  not  (Xily  entails 
Rreat  injustice,  but  is  largely  responsible 
for  tte  un5a^lsfa<Aorv  position  into  whidi 
ih-  Dtrpartment  has  drifted.  I  have  now 
in  n)i:Ml  an  instance  which  came  under  my 
ro(  *v.  and  whidi  will  convey  to  the  Com- 
miiiee  how  the  condition  operates.  In 
1  CTiuntry  *iown  a  telegraph  messenger  was 
appointed ;  and  was  trained  by  the  post- 
mister  to  such  a  state  of  efficiency  that 
he  could  take  charge  of  the  ofiice.  He 
could  do  the  telegraphic  operating  work, 
and  shteTwl  to  all  the  postal  W(»k;  and 
fo  satisfied  was  the  Department  with  turn 
thdt.  when  relieving  w(»k  was  required, 
the  services  of  this  voung  man  were  called 
tnio  mjuisition.  But,  as  soon  as  be  at- 
taiTffl  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  was 
**jiifj  upon  to  retire,  cw>  the  ground  that 
tvi,^  was  no  opening  for  promotion  at 
tl-ic  time.  Thus  the  Department  lost  the 
f«^uHs  of  the  training  which  had  extended 
*>^rr  a  number  of  years,  and,  of 
«•  'ir^e,  the  services  of  a  bright 
»"1  intelligent  young  officer.  An- 
f*^tT  messenger  was  selected  to  fill 
Ills  (.!  \r^,  but  he  was  a  young  lad  who 
knr«  [vxhing  of  the  routine  work  and  had 
!■»  I«*im  e^TfTvthing  of  telegraphy;  and.  In 
the  nvintime.  the  business  at  the  office  had 
**!  •-xf-.-n<l»^i  that  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
i^r-  po-'tmaster.  not,  however,  until  there 
h.'ii  U-i-n  a  lot  of  trouble  and  inquiry,  with 
an  i<tisi,int  to  practirallv  do  the  work  which 
\}A  pr.'vioiislv  lieen  done  by  the  traine-l 
who  had  h*vn  thrown  out  on  the 
^fit'A,  The  operation  of  the  Art  in  this 
fnrvxif.n  h.>s  done  a  great  deal  towards 
•Jl»'*^Mni/ing  and  upsetting  the  routine 
•"-k  ».f  the  Dep.irtment,  and  I  believe  it 
K  xtmrmiotX  In  the  Cmnmissioner,  and  all 
t^i^fTTwiiroIlinrr  he.ids,  that  something  should 
I'-d'W  in  ord-'r  to  rectify  the  trouble  Ih-it 


has  arisen.  Only  recently,  in  order  to  fill 
up  gaps  in  the  Service,  and  to  secure  the 
advantage  of  the  training  bestowed  on 
youths  similarly  circumstanced,  the  Com- 
missioner held  a  special  examination,  and, 
in  this  roundabout  way,  a  number  of  them 
have  been  re-appointed.  There  are  many 
other  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act 
similarly  faulty,  and  it  is  only  by  a  com- 
prehensive and  complete  amending  Bill  that 
the  anomalies  and  difficulties  can  be  re- 
moved. In  the  meantime,  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  injustice  to  place  alt  the  bur- 
den and  opprobrium  on  the  Commissioner. 
If  there  is  any  blame  it  should  rest  upon 
the  Government  for  refusing  to  arm  the 
C<xnmissioner  with  the  necessary  efficient 
legisIati(Hi  to  enable  him  to  satisfactorily 
discharge  the  functions  of  his  high  oflBce. 
The  Commissioner  cannot  go  b^ond  the 
bounds  of  the  Act,  no  matter  how  he  may 
feel  disposed  to  do  so;  and,  therefore,  he 
has  to  hold  his  hand,  and  do  the  best  he 
can  with  the  legislation  at  his  disposal. 
I  trust  that  as  soon  as  the  Tariff  and 
other  business  is  out  of  the  way,  the  Go- 
vernment will  bestow  on  the  Commissioner 
the  necessary  power  to  smrwth  awav  diffi- 
culties in  order  that  the  Public  Service  of 
the  Commonwealth  may  be  better  managed 
and  more  contented  than  it  can  possibly  be 
under  present  conditions. 

Mr.  JOSE  P  H  COOK  (Pa  rramatta) 
[3.12]. — I  have  listened  to-day  to  a  gteat 
number  of  complaints,  directed  by  way  of 
criticism,  against  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner and  the  Act  under  which  he  works. 
My  impression  just  now  is  that  what  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  needs  more 
than  anything  is  a  little  cordial  support 
from  the  members  of  this  House.  The  con- 
dition of  affairs  is  not  satisfactory  by  any 
means. 

Mr.  TiioMAs  Brown. — The  Commis- 
sioner is  not  altogether  respmsible. 

Mr.  JOSKPH  COOK.— I  am  not  sure 
that  the  Commissioner  is  not  being  made  n 
scapegoat  for  serious  and  deep-seated 
trouble  elsewhere.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  honorable  member  for  Cab  re  proposes 
to  do  by  way  of  an  amending  Bill,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that,  if  anvthini;.  the  Act  re- 
quires tighteninf;  up  a  little  in  some  of  its 
provisions,  so  as  to  strengthen  the  Com- 
missioner rather  thnn  weaken  his  authoritv 
in  any  way.  I  am  afraid  that  a  steady 
proc-ess  of  undermining  is  iM;rmitted.  which, 
if  it  is  not  corrected  \erv  soon,  will  jnake 
the  Public  Service  C'ommissioner  a  mere  bv- 
word  instead  of  fe,^e«5*{5'65^ti?ity  in 
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the  Service  he  ought  to  be.  I  shall  not 
countenance  anything  which  tends  in  that 
direction.  Whatever  faults  and  failures  may 
be  written  down  against  the  legistaticm 
which  we  have  passed,  better  a  thousand 
times  the  troubles  we  have,  than  have  re- 
course to  political  influence  such  as  some 
of  us  have  been  accustomed  in  the  various 
States  of  the  Commonwealth.  I  shall  not 
say  any  more  on  that  point  now^  because  I 
have  a  suspici(xi  that  the  matter  will  a>me 
up  again,  perhaps  in  a  more  acute  form, 
later  on.  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  at  the  present 
time  a  well -officered,  and,  in  some 
respects  a  highly-paid,  staff  of  gentle- 
irtcn  connected  with  the  Department  of 
Home  ABairs,  who  are  supposed  to 
look  after  our  Commonwealth  buildings 
and  repairs  of  various  descriptions. 
I  believe  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  a 
forward  movement  might  be  made  in  con- 
nexion with  this  Department.  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  continue  to  pay  thousands 
of  pounds  to  the  States  to  do  wwk  for  us 
which  we  are  well  qualified  to  do  for  our- 
selves. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  that  we  have 
already  passed  the  first  item  of  this  divi- 
sicxi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  merely  wish 
to  say  that  the  soot»er  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  makes  better  use  of  the  t^ial 
staff  which  has  already  been  organiaed, 
and  whidi  I  believe  to  Be  thoroughly  com- 
petent, the  better.  The  States,  no  doubt, 
do  their  best  for  us,  but  I  do  rwt  think 
that  they  do  as  well  for  us  as  we  can  do  for 
ourselves,  with  the  aid  of  our  existing  mach- 
inery, which,  if  necessary,  might  easily  be 
expanded  at  a  very  slight  expmditure.  I 
trust  that  the  Minister  will  seriously  inquire 
into  this  matter. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [3.18].— I  do  not 
intend  either  to  condemn  or  praise  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Commis^oner.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  know  very  little  about  that  officer, 
but  I  do  know  that  it  is  impossible  fen: 
one  man  to  be  seized  of  the  qualifications 
of  all  the  public  servants  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Consequently  he  has  to  rely  upon 
information  which  is  supplied  to  him.  But 
it  is  very  questitmable  whether  he  acts 
upon  that  iifforroation  in  all  cases. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Naturally  he  ac- 
cepts the  statements  of  superior  officers  in 
preference  to  those  of  subordinates. 

Mr.  STORRER.  —  Unfortunately  he 
does  not.   Only  the  other  day  I  put  various 


questioiu  to  the  Minister  relating  to 
the  promotion  of  an  officer  in  the  Postal 
Department  at  Hobart.  This  officer,  I  be- 
lieve, was  about  34th  on  the  list,  and  yet 
he  was  prcxnoted  over  the  heads  of  all  his 
superiors,  notwithstanding  that  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General  of  Tasmania  recom- 
mended the  prcHnotion  of  another  officer  to 
the  position.  When  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  promotes  an  officer  be  ou^t 
to  be  prepared  to  tell  this  Parliament  the 
reasons  which  have  pr(xnpted  his  action. 
In  the  absmce  of  that  inftHmation  honor- 
able members  occupy  a  very  difficult  posi- 
tion indeed.  I  repeat  that  it  is  impossible 
for  any  single  individual  to  be  seized  with 
the  qualificaticxis  of  all  our  public  servants, 
and  whttj  the  Commissioner  refuses  to  act 
upon  the  recommendations  of  heads  of  De- 
partments he  adopts  a  very  high-handed  at- 
titude indeed.  I  hope  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  evasive  answers  which  have  been 
given  in  another  place,  we  shall  yet  learn 
the  true  reason  underlying  the  promotion 
of  Mr.  Blakrtey  in  Tasmania. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [3.21].— 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  whc^e  of  our 
Public  Service  is  seething  with  discontent. 
In  New  South  Wales  I  am  constantly  hav- 
ing brought  under  my  notice  cases  in 
which  gross  injustice  has  heea  drae.  But 
I  do  not  saddle  the  Commissioner  with  re- 
sponsibility in  this  connexion.  In  order  to 
{uevent  the  exercise  oi  pt^itical  influence 
we  appointed  a  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner, who  is  absolutely  independent  of 
Parliadaent  It  was  pmnted  out  at  the 
time  that  officers  were  entitled  to  rise  from 
grade  to  grade  in  the  order  of  their 
seniority  until  they  reached  the  highest 
positions  in  the  service.  Nobody  could 
take  excepti(xi  to  that  view.  But  I  am  in 
a  position  to  prove  that  in  practice  it  has 
been  absolutdy  departed  from.  In  the 
service  to-day  senitMity  is  of  no  value 
whatever.  The  increments  paid  and  the 
promotions  made  are  alleged  to  be  based 
upon  merit.  I  know  of  cases  in  which 
junior  crfiicerg  have  been  pnxnoted  over  the 
heads  of  seniors  who  are  capable  of  pass- 
ing any  practical  examination  relating  to 
their  work.  Yet  they  have  no  remedy 
whatever.  Of  course  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments are  supposed  to  inquire  into  certain 
matters  and  to  report  to  the  Commissioner. 
But  in  manv  cases  their  reports  are  purely 
of  a  formal  character. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Public  cheers 
luve  no  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner  in  B?g^S|J|^e(5?9§t^- 
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At.  CHANTER.— I  know  of  a  tele- 
graphist in  an  important  office  outside  of 
Sydney  who  has  been  in  the  service  for 
twenty-seven  years.     He  has  not  a  single 
black  mark  against  him,  and  his  own  im- 
mediate superiors,  and  also  the  head  of  the 
Department,  declare  that  he  is  a  first-class 
man.  But  somebody  in  the  Central  Admin- 
istraticxi  in  Sydney  holds  a  different  opinion. 
This  officer  has  frequoitly  been  call«l  upon 
to  take  charge  of  the  Telegraphic  Depart- 
ment,  bat,    notwithstanding    that  he  is 
thoroughly  competent,  and  has  a  rei-ord 
extending  over  twenty-seven  years,  he  has 
been  refused  promotion  whilst  those  who 
have  not  half  that  term  of  service  to  their 
credit  have  been  promoted  over  his  head. 
I  ask  hcxiorable  members  whether  that  is 
fair?    Yet  public  servants   who  labour 
mder  thme  disabilities  have  no  means  of 
redress  opta  to  diem.    If  they  dare  to  ap- 
pn»cfa  a  nealbex  of  Parliament,  iand  he 
ventures  to  put  their  case  before  the  Minis- 
ter or  the  Public  Service  Commissioner, 
they  are  at  once  told  that  they  have  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  the  regulations.  Thus 
a    perfect    state    of    terrorism  prevails. 
Rather    than    submit  to  such  conditions 
officers  with  a  reaxd  of  twenty  years'  ser- 
vice have  resigned.    The  Minister  will  do 
well  to  inquire  into  this  matter.    I  do  hope 
that  very  shortly  we  shall  be  asked  to 
amend  the  present  Puhlic  Service  Act,  so 
that  justice  may  be  d«ie  to  the  public  ser- 
vants over  whom  we  are  supposed  to  exer- 
cise control,  but  over  whOTo  we  really  exer- 
cise none. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^There  certainly 
oug^t  to  be  an  effective  method  of  appeal 
provided. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly.  Although 
the  old  system  of  favoritism,  under  which 
Ministers  were  approached  by  members,  no 
longer  obtains.  oflScers  at  headquarters  are 
approached,  in  some  cases  by  members  of 
Parliament,  and  become  biased,  so  that 
thev  do  wrong  to  sane  individuals  in  trying 
to  raise  the  status  of  others.  We  can  only 
remove  this  evil  by  the  introduction  of  an 
efToctive  appeal  board,  which  will  allow 
of  the  investigation  of  complaints  of  in- 
iustice  in  the  broad  light  of  day.  I  shall 
not  sav  more  on  the  subject  now,  because 
I  hare  some  remarks  to  make  on  the  Post- 
master-General's Estimates.  I  bring  no 
charge  against  any  Minister  or  permanent 
head ;  but  I  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Min- 
isters, when  wrong-doing  is  alleged,  to  in- 
vestigate the  complaints  made,  and,  if  the 


machinery  to  rectify  them  is  inadequate,  to 
invite  Parliament  to  legislate  in  the  int^ests 
of  justice. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division    24    {Public    Works  Siaif), 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.35]— The 
Minister  has  told  us  that  there  has  been  re- 
organizatifHi  in  this  Department,  and  I  am 
glad  to  know  it ;  but  I  should  like  him  to 
explain  what  has  been  done.  There  is 
certainly  a  re-arrangement  of  the  items 
affecting  the  Public  Works  Staff.  The 
total  salaries  paid  to  the  officers  of  this 
staff  is  £,l,2oi,  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  cCTitral,  or  executive,  staff  is  propor- 
tionally too  expen»ve.  It  has  a  Director- 
General  at  jQ^oo  a  year,  with  professional 
assistants  and  clerks,  making  it  cost  about 
£i,QOOj  or  practically  as  much  as  the  cost 
of  what  I  may  call  the  working  staffs  in 
New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  Queensland,  and 
Western  Australia.  If  we  were  criticising  a 
business  concern,  we  should  say  that  the 
executive  staff  is  overweighted.  The  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Parramatta  has  said  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  is  time  that  we  had  a 
Public  Works  Department  of  our  own,  and 
I  think  so,  too.  At  present  we  pay  mote 
than  ;^6,ooo  per  aruium  to  States  officials. 
I  do  not  take  excepti(»i  to  the  total  cost 
of  the  public  works  supervision — -^15,041 
— because  the  amount  expended  oa  addi- 
titms,  new  wwks,  buildings,  and  spedal 
defence  provisicHi  is  ;^8i9,874,  upon  which 
the  cost  of  designing  and  supervising 
amounts  to  less  than  2  per  cent.  That  is 
not  very  much,  seeing  that  recently  an 
architect  in  the  Old  Country,  who  gained 
a  competition  for  the  design  and  erection 
of  a  certain  building,  made  35  per  rent, 
commission  out  of  it.  The  Treasurer  used 
to  be  of  opinion  that  we  should  control  our 
own  public  works. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  of  that  opin- 
ion now. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  think  that  we  might 
very  well  do  that.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  we  have  an  assistant  lighthouse  en- 
gineer at  j^345  per  annum,  when  we  have 
not  taken  over  the  control  of  lighthouses. 
What  are  his  duties?  Is  he  a  designer  of 
lighthouses  or  an  inspector?  Surely  one 
man  could  not  inspect  all  the  lighthouses 
alOTR  the  Australian  coast? 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.42]. — 
In  view  of  the  high  salaries  paid  by  the 
COTtimtxi  wealth  for  the  supervision  of  pub- 
lic works,  I  do  not  thinJr  that  j«e,  should 
any  longer  depe^t^^  t>t^§{|v^gj^ts 
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the  States  for  the  carrying  out  of  these 
WOTks.  If  more  men  are  needed  to  enabi<; 
the  CcMnmonwealth  to  do  that,  they  should 
be  appointed  and  adequately  paid  to  make 
our  service  effective.  All  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  OMistruction  of  public  works 
must  know  that  now  often  an  extraordinary 
delay  takes  place  between  the  voting  of 
money  by  Parliament  and  the  carrying  out 
of  a  work.  A  Minister  has  always  been 
able  to  stave  off  applications  for  works  by 
saying  that  parliamentary  sancticxi  must 
be  obtained  for  tbem;  but  under  the  pre- 
sexit  Commonwealth  system  mimths,  and 
sometimes  years,  elapse  after  the  money 
has  been  voted  before  public  works  are 
taken  in  hand.  This  state  of  affairs 
should  not  have  arisen.  We  should  have 
our  public  works  undertaken  with  sufficient 
energy  and  activity  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth.  A  great  3eal 
of  the  congestion  which  has  occurred  is  due 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  branch  of  the 
Department  of  Home  Affairs  has  been  or- 
ganized. We  accepted  a  super6uous  offi- 
cer from  the  Defence  Department,  and 
placed  him  in  charge  of  the  Public  Works 
branch.  That  was  a  mistake.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  had  the  experience  or  the 
energy  necessary  for  the  proper  perform- 
ance of  his  duies. 

Mr.  Mauger. — His  energy  is  boundless. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  must  be  directed  in 
the  wrong  channels.  The  results  would  not 
lead  one  to  suppose  that  he  has  any. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  is  a  trained  mechanical 
engineer. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  do  not  pretend  to  lie 
an  expert  in  engineering ;  but  I  fail  to  see 
the  necessity  for  appointing  a  mechanirnl 
engineer  as  Inspector-General  of  Public 
Works.  I  frankly  admit  that  until  he  was 
appointed  I  did  not  know  of  his  existence, 
and  do  not  know  what  are  his  quaHficn- 
tions.  I  am  judging  him  entirely  by  his 
work,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  of 
an  entirely  uns.it isfactory  character.  It 
seems  to  me  thnt  we  are  paying  too  much 
for  it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  what  wav? 

Mr.  SALMON.— We  ar«  not  getting  tlie 
vork  done. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  may  be  that  he  has  no 
working  staff. 

Mr.  SALMON'.— Has  he  asked  for  a 
working  staff?  There  is  nothing  to  bhow 
that  he  has  not  such  a  staff.  I  do  niit 
know  whether  the  Minister  knows  anything 
about  this  officer ;  I  know  very  little  of 
him.    It  seems  to  me  that  a  mistake  was 


made — that  we  should  have  obtained  frc»ii 
one  o£  the  States  a  high-class  officer  having 
experience  in  the  particular  branches  of 
public  works  that  have  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  Commonwealth.  A  man  may  Le 
a  skilled  and  celebrated  mechanical  en- 
gineer, and  yet  unfit  to  carry  out  the  ma- 
jority of  the  works  under  the  control  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  has  misunderstood  me.  What 
1  wished  to  convey  was  that  Colonel  Owen 
had  had  practical',  as  well  as  theoretical* 
training  as  an  engineer.  He  is  also  a 
military  expert. 

Mr.  SALMON.— T  understand  that  tlie 
whole  of  his  training  has  been  really  in 
relation  to  defence  works. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — He  has  been  en- 
gaged in  architectural  work,  as  well  as  in 
the  construction  of  buildings.  His  mili- 
lary  work  is  merely  sec^dary.  He  is  a 
man  of  very  high  qualifications. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  Government  wouJd 
have  acted  wisely  in  securing  from  one  of 
the  States,  as  it  could  easily  have  done, 
an  officer  who  had  had  practical  experience 
in  carrying  out  works  of  the  multifarious 
character  dealt  with  by  the  Commcmwealth. 
We  should  not  he  satisfied  to  have  in  this 
position  a  man  whose  ability  and  training 
run  in  only  one  direction.  What  we  need 
is  a  man  capable  of  building  a  post-c^Acc 
or  other  public  structure,  and  of  inspecti-ig 
repairs — a  man  able  to  adWse  the  Commcm- 
wealth,  and  to  direct  an  up-to-date  bran:h 
of  public  works  which  will  give  us  i.iore 
satisfaction  than  we  have  at  present.  I  mm 
not  prepared  to  allow  this  subdivision  to 
pass  until  1  receive  from  the  Government 
a  satisfactory  assurance  that  we  are  goi^ig 
to  have  a  very  much  better  state  of  things 
in  the  Department.  I  think  that  it  is  a 
disgrace  to  the  Commonwealth  Service. 
Taking  the  Commonwealth  Service  as  a 
whole,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  proud 
of  it,  and  may  regard  it  as  a  marked  im- 
provement upon  what  prevailed  in  pre- 
Federal  days.  But  I  do  not  feel  that  in 
this  branch  we  have  anything  like  the  ser- 
vice we  are  entitled  to  expert.  I  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  be  able  to  give  us  an 
assurance  that  in  this  regard  the  wishes  and 
legitimate  desires  of  the  public  will  be 
more  fully  consulted  than  they  have  been 
during  the  last  few  vears. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [3.50].— I 
hope  that  the  Minister,  in  thinking  out  this 
matter,  will  judge  for  himself  of  Utf  capa- 
city and  work  o&i^d  t{fkp^d3gUBeral, 
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rather  than  trust  to  the  ex  parte  informa- 
tion of  an  honorable  member  who  feels 
justified  in  speaking  in  the  House  of  the 
unfitness  of  an  officer  for  a  position  of  this 
kind,  without,  as  he  admits,  luiowing  any- 
thing about  his  qualificati(ms.  It  is  not 
just  to  any  crfGcer  of  the  Public  Service 
that  his  demerits  should  be  canvassed,  when 
the  canvasser  himself  admits  that  he  does 
not  even  know  what  are  his  qualifications. 

Mr.     Salmon. — I  know  his  wwk,  or 
rather  want  of  work- 
Mr,  KELLY. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mean  to  say  that  this  crfficer  does  no 
work? 

Mr.  Salmon. — Judging  by  the  results, 
be  does  not  do  the- work  we  are  entitled 
to  have. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
ought  to  know,  if  he  has  taken  even  the 
most  sup^fidal  

Mr.  Salmon. — I  frankly  admit  that  I 
do  not  know  him  as  well  as  the  honorable 
member  does. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  is  obvious  that  the 
honwable  member  does  not  know  the  De- 
partment as  well  as  I  do.  I  have  had 
caiise  for  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
slowness — I  shall  not  say  the  slackness  of 
the  central  staff — of  the  Department  in 
having  work  carried  out.  I  know,  how- 
ever, that  they  have  to  depend  on  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Departments  of  the  States. 
The  States  Departments  will  naturally  do 
tbdr  own  work  first,  and  the  Common- 
wealth work  has  to  wait. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — It  is  not  fair 
to  charge  the  delay  against  our  own 
officers. 

Mr,  KELLY. — It  is  not  fair  to  attri- 
bute it  to  any  officer  of  the  central  staff. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  have  had  to  take 
wwk  out  of  the  hands  of  the  States  aii- 
thoriries  after  waiting  for  months  to  have 
it  carried  out. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Exactly.  I  am  con- 
rinced  that  that  is  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
I  hope  that  honorable  members  will  ad- 
dress themselves  to  this  question  in  an 
entirely  impersonal  spirit.  I  am  sure  that 
it  is  their  desire  that  we  should  obtain  the 
best  ofllicxrs  available,  and  a  thoroughly 
up-to-date  Department,  but  I  do  not  think 
*e  shall  do  so  by  entering  upcm  a  canvass 
of  the  personal  qualifications  of  officers, 
with  which  the  Minister  and  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  are  bdst  fitted  to 
<feal.  I  hope  that  when  we  do  touch  the 
trouble,  we  shall  go  to  the  root  of  it. 

Mr.  Salmon. — leaving  the  top  alone, 
and  getting  down  to  the  lower  grades. 


That,  of  course,  is  the  honorable  member's 
idea. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  do  not  wish  to  incur 
any  further  interjectitxis  from  the  honor- 
able member.  My  suggestion  is  that  we 
^ould  endeavour  to  arrive  at  a  better  ar- 
rangement with  the  States — if  we  must  have 
an  arrangement  with  them — for  the  speedy 
carrying  out  of  public  works ;  but  do  not 
let  us  canvass  the  private  qualifications  of 
(^cers,  especially  when  we  ourselves  con- 
fess that  we  do  not  know  anything  about 
them. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Colonel  Owen 
is  a  very  good  man. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  ( B our ke— Honor- 
ary Minister)  [3.53]. — Dealing  first  of  all 
with  the  alleged  lack  of  qualifications  on 
the  part  of  the  Inspector-General  of  Public 
Works,  1  should  like  to  say  that  whilst  I 
have  no  p^'smal  knowledge  of  them,  the 
facts  sulnnitted  to  me  go  to  show  that 
Colonel  Owen  is  an  ofiker  of  extremely  wide 
experience,  of  large  practical  knowledge, 
and  a  man  the  like  of  whwn  it  would  be 
difficult  to  obtain,  having  regard  to  the 
peculiar  position  that  he  occupies.  He 
has  had  experience,  for  some  years, 
in  an  architect's  ofiice ;  he  has  had 
some  practical  experience  in' building  and 
construction  works,  and  a  wide  and  varied 
experience  in  regard  to  the  construction  of 
fortifications  and  other  defence  works. 
From  the  facts  that  have  been  placed  be- 
fore me,  I  am  satisfied  that  he  is  an  ex- 
tremely capable  officer. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — At  any  rate,  he  had  a 
good  reparation  in  New  South  Wales  as 
an  active  officer. 

Mr.  Page. — And  he  had  a  reputation 
in  the  Military  Department ;  we  had  some 
difficulty  in  obtaining  his  services. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Any  faults  ap- 
parent in  the  administratis  largely  arise 
fr(»n  present  conditims. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — And  the  system. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— And  the  system. 
The  fact  is  that  we  are  not  quite  ripe  for 
a  Public  Works  De'partment  of  our  own, 
but  the  time  is  approaching  when  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  have  one;  and 
the  reorganization  proposed  under  these 
Estimates  is  a  step  in  that  direction.  But 
luxiorable  members  must  recollect  that 
when  Federation  was  inaugurated  there 
were  a  verv  few  public  works  in  hand. 
If  I  remember  rightly,  only  some ^1^30, 000 
or  £46 , 000  was  sperft  :n  public  works 
in  the  first  year,  whereas  the  expenditure 
now  is  nearly  ;£i,ooo,oop^  , 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — The  small  expen-  Sir  John  Foksest. — ^And  the  officers  aft 

diture  in  the  first  year  was  due  to  the  fact  the  central  staff  will  not  bo  farniliar  with 

that  we  did  not  get  the  Estimates  through.  local  conditions. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— But  in  the  second  .          McWiluams  .—  More  oentraliza- 

year  of  Federation,  the  expenditure  was  ^'^} 

nothing  like  what  i/t  is  at  the  present  Sir  John  Forrest.— We  desire  those 

time.  works  to  be  done  locally. 

Mr.  McWiluams.— Is  not  the  trouble  Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  appears  to 

due  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  works  are  roe   that  ^  hoiuvable  members   desire  an 

so  long  in  hand?  impossibility.      They    desire  decentrali- 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  shall   explain  ^J^Y?^'                           s^me    time,  a 

tha-t  matter  directly.     As  I  sav,  we  were  W°^^s,Departm«>t    centered  m 

not  readv  for  a  piblic  Works  Department  ^J^"bo"rne.     What  we  would  really  like, 

of  our  6wn,  because  there  was  not  suffi-  f  .course,  would  be  to  have  our  own  staflF 

cient  work  to  justify  its  establishment,  """'^  throughout  the  Com- 

and,  consequently,  the  system  was  adopted  ^^^^^^^^  K^t.  as   I  said  before  the 

by  nhiiTJ^e  rj;  very  largely  upon  *the  T  T*!?"'']'' 

States  ofScen  to  justify  that  step;   and,  therefore,  we 

.,.,,,,*             *  J  •              c  ^^^^  to  reorganize  from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  McWiluams.— And  m  «)me   of  Salmon.-Is  that  Hhe  reason  we 

the  States  there  are  some  really  first-class  h&ve  all  those  unexpended  balances? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— That  is,  in  part, 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Notwithstanding  the  reasoiL 

the  fact  that  the  officers  in  the  Spates  are  ^tr.  Salmon.— That  we  have  not  enough 

capable  men,  the  system  is  bound  in  scxne  work? 

cases  to  involve  a  certain  amount  of  delay,  Mr.  HUME   COOK. — No;    we  have 

owing  to  the  fact  that  plans  and  sped-  plenty  of  work,  but  we  cannot  get  it  done 

ficaYions  have  to  be  remitted  to  the  central  quickly  enough. 

office  for  approval.     Hitherto  the  prac-  Sir 'John  Forrest.— It  is  all  circum- 

tice  has  been,  first  of  all,  to  have  a  sketch  locution,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  Northam 

plan  prepared  by  a  State  (rfficer,  and  that  post  Office ! 

plan  has  to  be  remitted  to  the  InspeAor-  Mr.  Page.— The  remark  of  the  honorary 

General  here  for  approval.    If  the  plan  Minister  is  a  censure  on  the  Department, 

proves  to  be  not  quite  right,  it  has  to  go  Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  is  not  a  cen- 

back;   and  thus  there  is  a  constant  flow  sure  on  the  Department,  but  it  is  on  the 

of  correspondence,  plans,  and  I  know  ndt  s^sftem.     If  States  officers  receive  instruc- 

what  between  the  central  office   and   the  lions  from  one  of  the  States  Premiers,  and 

Stst^-  also  receive  instructions    from   the  Com- 

Mr.   McWiLLiAMS. — What    amount  of  raonwealth  Department,  which  instructions 

work  -in  ordinary  repairs  can  be  done  with-  will   they    follow?    Under   the  circum- 

out  reference  to  the  head  crffice?  stances,  we  have  been  more  or  less  in  the 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Fifty  pounds,  I  hands  of  the  States, 

think,  may  be  expended  m  that  way.  Mr.  Page.— Why  not  do  the  same  as  is 

Mr.  McWiluams.— So -that  if  an  ex-  Jone  in  the  Attorney-General  s  Department? 

penditure  of  £51  be  contemplated,  it  must  ^^^e  Crown  Law  officers  cannot  undertake 

be  sanctioned  at  the  head  officd?  *°r^  ''Sitm^^  ^..^?i^"*"t^/*  S?^' 

TTTiA.T^  r^r^r^v     T     J    .   J  *u  *  Mr.  HUME  COOK. — I  do  not  know 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.-I  understand  that  ^.(^^  ^^^^         „^                   j„  ^^^^  ^ 

It  IS  proposed  to  increase  that  amount.    In  -   j,,.;^  ^^^^   but  the  suggestion,  which 

any  case,  under  the  new  scheme  it  is  pro-  y^J^^         ^^^^  before,  is  a  gcid  one. 

posed  to  have  sketch  plans  prepared   in  j  ^ 

our  own  Department.     The   reason    for  ^.^^^       Home  Affairs  is  growing.  For 

this  IS  that  very  often  the  sketdi   plans  j^^^^^^     ^^^^  Goveirroent  have  jSst  been 

orig.nallv  prepared  by  States  offiotrs,  are  ^^^^             ^^.^^  ^j^^  „ 

not  at  all  smtable,  or  m  owfotmity  with  ^         ^                   t,^^^      ^  ^^^^ 

the  general  plans  and  specifications   ap-  ^^^j       information  has  been  collected 

pliable  in  the  Ccmmonwealth.  tabulated,  and  we  have  arrived  at 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Then  the  staff  at  the  stage  when  it  is  necessary  to  appoint 

the  central  office  will  have  to  be  increased,  an  expert  oafcer  to  make  recommendations 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Quite  so.  to  the  Goremment  as  to  th*^;<^^o  be 
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proceeded  with  first.  Each  of  the  several 
States  has  been  asked  to  supply  a  report, 
setting  fcHth  what  are  ctmsido^d  to  be  the 
principal  lights,  beacons,  and  so  forth  that 
are  necessary,  and  the  shipping  companies 
have  been  asked  to  send  similar  informa* 
tion  frooi  their  point  of  view.  This  infor- 
mation, as  I  say,  has  been  collected  and 
collated,  and  we  have  now  to  appoint  an 
officer  in  charge  to  carry  out  the  work  for 
which  proWsion  is  made  in  the  Estimates. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  a  large  extent 
to  the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Mili- 
tary Engimer. 
Mr.  Pace.— We  will  knock  that  item 

ODtt 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  do  not  know 
that  the  item  will  be  knocked  out,  but  in 
any  case,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or 
two  about  it.  The  defence  scheme  neces- 
sarily involves  some  work  in  this  connexion, 
and  if  we  are  to  have  the  work  d<xie  in 
Australia  by  Australians,  it  will  probably 
be  done  cheaper  under  the  system  suggested 
by  the  Government  than  if  we  import  a 
oiititary  engineer  of  the  Royal  Engineers  in 
Great  Britain  o€  from  elsewhere.  What  is 
proposed  is  that  the  Director-General,  being 
himself  an  expert,  shall  have  the  assistance 
of  an  Assistant  Military  Engineer,  and  that 
they  between  them  shall  carry  out  the 
works  ordered  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Defence  Department.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Director-General  has  hitherto,  without 
any  extra  pay,  and  at  great  inconvenience 
to  himself,  dtxie  a  large  part  of  the  work, 
but  it  is  now  proposed,  and  I  think  rightly, 
that  he  should  have  the  assistance  provided 
for  on  the  Estimates.  Htxiorable  mem- 
bers should  not  blame  the  Department  

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — It  is  not  the  De- 
partment, but  the  system  we  blame. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  think  that  hon- 
orable members  ought  to  recognise  that, 
ander  existing  conditions,  it  is  impossible 
to  act  differently.  I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers, if  they  can,  to  give  us  information 
which  will  lead  us  to  do  better,  because  the 
Department  is  not  above  learning.  But  if 
it  is  propcsed  to  establish  a  huge  Public 
Works  Staff,  with  an  army  of  inspectors, 
to  carry  oat  small  works  and  repairs  all 
over  Australia,  it  will  prove  much  more  ex- 
pensive than  the  present  system.  The 
hcMwable  member  for  Dalley  desired  to 
know  why  it  was  that  there  was  such  a  large 
turn  proposed  on  the  Estimates  for  the 
central  staff.  The  reason  is  that  the  staff 
is  not  only  professional,  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  word,  but  is  a  staff  which 


does  immense  work  in  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  other  details.  The  central 
oflSce,  being  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  the 

work  can  te  done  here  without  

Mr.  WiLKS.— What  about  the  other 
States? 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  Government 
can  never  see  beyond  Victoria. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  Victorian 
staff  being  on  the  spot,  we  are  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  services  of  the  c^Bcers  io 
order  to  save  money  on  the  works  carried 
out  in  this  State;  and  the  same  step 
would  be  taken  if  we  happened  to  be  in 
New  South  Wales.  The  fact  that  the  cen- 
tral office  is  here,  enables  it  to  proceed  with 
local  work  witlwot  any  reference  to  the 
State  Public  Works  Department.  This,  in 
some  measure,  accounts  for  the  size  of  the 
central  staff,  and,  in  the  light  of  that  fact, 
the  expenditure  is  not,  by  any  means,  ab- 
normal. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [4.4].— 
The  honorary  Minister  has,  I  think,  rather- 
missed  the  point,  because  no  one  really 
wishes  to  blame  the  Department.  So  far 
as  1  have  seen,  the  Department  does  its 
work  really  well  when  it  undertakes  it;  but 
the  trouble  is  the  delay  in  necessary  re- 
pairs. Up  to  quite  recently,  if  repairs 
were  required  to  a  small  building  in  a 
cnuntrv  village,  the  central  office  had  to  l)e 
requisitione-.l,  and  all  the  routine  gone 
through,  before  the  work  could  be  under- 
taken. This  state  of  affairs  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Government,  with  the  mag- 
nificent result  that  up  to  "® 
spent  on  repairs  without  reference  to  the 
head  office.  If  the  cost  of  repairing  a  post- 
office  in  the  remote  portions  of  Queensland, 
Western  Australia,  or  Tasmania  amounts 
to  ^5 1 ,  the  c^cer  responsible  for  under- 
taking those  repairs  has  to  make  an  elabo- 
rate report  to  the  central  office  in  ifel- 
boume,  and  thus  delay  ensues.  The  In- 
spector of  Public  Works  in  my  own  State 
— who  is  a  thoroughlv  competent  man.  and 
who  has  to  superintend  a  very  large 
expenditure  in  connexion  with  the 
work  of  his  State  Department — is 
obliged  to  make  a  complete  report 
to  the  central  office  in  MeljxHirne 
whenever  a  Commonwealth  undertaking  ex- 
ceeds £50.  Until  we  adopt  a  system  of 
decentralization,  and  vest  greater  powers  in 
the  local  aiuthorities,  delay  is  inevitable. 
As  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
has  asked,  '*  How  can  an  official  in  the 
central  crffce  know  the  reqviremCTts  of  re- 
mote portions  (S^m^^y  (Qw©®IJf©ilth  ?" 
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The  Department  can  be  successful  only  by 
adopting  a  greater  degree  of  decentraliza- 
tion than  has  hitherto  been  attempted. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4.9]  — I  desire 
some  infcHmation  in  regard  to  the  offices  of 
assistant  military  engineer  and  inspector 
of  rifle  ranges.  I  cannot  imderstand  why 
the  Department  of  Home  Affairs  requires 
the  services  of  these  two  crfficials.  Whilst 
the  present  Treasurer  presided  over  the  De- 
partment of  Home  Affairs  he  appointed 
Colonel  Owen  as  Inspector  of  Public 
Works. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  apptwnt 
Colonel  Owen.  '  It  was  the  right  honorable 
mmber  for  Swan.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
opposed  his  appointment. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  have  not  time  to  look 
up  Hansard,  but  my  recolIecticHi  differs 
from  that  of  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — Colonel  Owen's 
appointment  was  suggested  to  me,  and  I 
opposed  it,  because  I  did  not  believe  in  the 
duplication  of  the  ofiices,  and  because  I 
did  not  know  very  much  about  him. 

Sir  J  OHN  F  ORREST.  — The  honorable 
member  recommended  him  to  me. 

Mr.  PAGE.— What  was  stated  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party,  and  scane  mem- 
bers of  the  Opposition,  as  likely  to  happen 
in  regard  to  this  Department,  has  hap- 
pened. We  said  that  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge  was  being  introduced,  and  that  the 
Department  would  ultimately  become  very 
expensive.  On  the  first  Estimates,  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  appointment  of  an 
Inspector-General  of  Works  and  a  clerk,  at 
a  total  cost  of  about  jC^,5oo.  I  was  afraid 
at  the  time  that  ultimately  there  would  be 
the  dupIicaticHi  which  we  now  seem  likely 
to  get.  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  need 
a  Commonwealth  stafT  when  there  are  States 
staffs  to  do  this  work.  The  States  staffs 
have  no  more  to  do  than  they  had  to  do 
prior  to  FederaticMi;  there  has  been  merely 
a  transference  of  cmtrol.  I  know  that  in 
Queensland ,  Commonwealth  and  State 
works  take  their  turn.  Commwiweaith  work 
is  not  put  on  one  side  to  allow  State  work 
to  be  pushed  ahead.  If  votes  have  lapsed 
because  State  officials  have  shelved  appli- 
cations, Ministers  have  neglected  their  duty 
in  allowing  it.  They  slKmld  have  called 
upon  outside  firms  to  do  what  was  neces- 
sary. As  for  the  Brisbane  Post  Office,  I 
know  that  most  faithful  supervision  is  being 
given  there;  in  fact,  that  the  contractors 
are  growling  that  it  is  too  much.  The  In- 
spector-General of  Works  was  an  (rfficer  in 
the  Defence  Forces. 


Mr.  Salmon. — ^Whwe? 

Mr.  PAGE.— In  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  that  the  trouble? 

Mr.  Salmon. — C^tainly  not. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  understand  that  General 
Hutton  omsented  to  allow  him  to  join  the 
Home  Affairs  Department  only  on  addition 
that  he  should  continue  his  military  vatk. 
A  man  recommended  as  Colonel  Owan  was 
— and  I  have  had  a  lot  to  do  with  him  in 
cOTnexion  with  works  carried  out  in  Queens- 
land— must  be  an  up-to-date  engineer.  In 
the  construction  of  fortifications  he  is,  no 
doubt,  without  his  superior  in  the  CtMnmon- 
wealth.  We  were  lucky  to  get  such  a. man. 
Of  course,  he  has  his  fads,  but  we  all  have 
them. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — They  show,  at  least,  an 
active  brain. 

^ir.  PAGE. — Yes.  Sometimes  it  hap- 
pens that  the  State  authorities  pigeon-hole 
his  instructions,  and  therefore  works  are 
delayed ;  but  he  shows  no  want  of  energy. 
Generally  speaking,  I  regard  the  Hcxne  Af- 
fairs Department  as  the  fifth  wheel  of  a 
coach.  Its  officers  are  so  bound  about  by  red 
tape  that  only  a  knife  would  cut  through. 
If  a  window  has  to  be  put  into  a  post- 
office  on  the  .Queensland  and  South  Aus- 
tralian bwder,  application  to  spend  half-a- 
crown  has  to  be  made  to  Melbourne,  and 
at  one  time  a  broom  could  not  be  bought 
without  getting  authority  from  the  head 
office. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  know  a  post- 
master who  had  to  pay  out  of  his  own 
pocket  ioe  a  window  which  he  put  in. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — That  svstem  has 
been  altered. 

Mr.  PAGE.— At  any  rate,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  having  an  assistant  military  engi- 
neer and  a  military  inspector  of  rifle  ranges 
in  connexion  with  this  Department,  and  I 
intend  to  move  for  the  elimination  of  the 
two  item  pronding  for  them.    I  move — 

That  the  item  "Assistant  Military  Engineer 
£345'"  it^™    "  Inspector    of  Rifle 

Ranges  jC'ii"  o"'- 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [4.21]. — 
When  one  tries  to  do  his  public  duty  apart 
from  private  or  personal  feeling,  I  protest 
against  objections  being  raised  to  his  course 
of  action.  This  is  the  opportunity  to  bring 
complaints  about  the  Departments  before 
the  Government,  and  I  did  what  was  right 
in  drawing  attenticoi  to  the  position  of  the 
principal  officer  of  the  Public  Works  Staff. 
It  is  not  my  custom  to  make  personal  at* 
tacks  on  individuj^^j,^^,,^  Google 
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Mr.  Kexxy. — I  am  afraid  that  the  hcm- 
orable  member  did  so  in  this  case. 

Hi.  salmon. — The  homnrable  mem- 
ba  should  be  the  last  to  make  such  a  re- 
mark. It  i&  not  long  since  he  made  an 
attack  upon  another  ofliceT. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  hope  that  the  honorable 
member  will  be  as  sorry  for  his  attack  on 
Colonel  Owen  as  1  have  been  for  the  oc- 
mirence  of  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  have  not  the  same 
justification. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  think  quite  the  same. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Any  attack  1  ma^  have 
made  has  been  couched  in  impersonal 
terms.  The  honorable  member  probably 
feels  sorry  when  he  remembers  the  language 
vhich  he  'used  in  speaking  of  an  oBicer 
and  a  gentleman,  and  I  cSiject  to  an  at- 
tempt to  pla<%  my  statement  on  the  same 
low  level.  The  cases  are  not  parallel,  as 
any  one  who  cares  to  look  up  our  records 
will  see.  I  have  not  m..de  an  attack  on 
any  individual.  I  am  not  known  per- 
sonally to  the  Inspector-General.  If  I 
have  oflFended  an  honorable  member  by 
speaking  against  an  offi(%r  who  happens  to 
be  a  personal  friend,  I  am  sorry,  though  I 
tlunk  that  in  this  Ch'amber  we  should  leave 
personal  considerations  out  of  the  question. 
There  was  nothing  very  vicious  in  what  I 
said,  and  I  spoke  in  the  dischar^  of  what 
X  conceived  to  be  my  dutv.  No  one  had  a 
right  to  accuse  me  of  Seing  actuated  by 
personal  motives. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  this  heat  the 
result  of  the  Australian  Natives  Associa- 
tion's Conference? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Although  there  were 
200  delegates  at  that  Conference,  no  re- 
mark like  that  of  the  honorable  member 
few  Wentworth  was  made  there.  With  regard 
to  the  statement  made  by  way  of  interjec- 
tion by  the  honorable  monber  that  my  op- 
position to  this  branch  of  the  Department 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Inspector- 
General  came  from  New  South  Wales  

Mr.  Kelly. — I  asked  the  hcwiorable 
member  if  that  was  the  reason  for  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
ought  to  have  known,  and  doubtless  did 
know,  that  it  was  utterly  unnecessary  to 
address  such  a  question  to  vae. 

Mr.  JoSEra  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
moBha  oug^t  to  be  the  last  to  say  a  vrord 
against  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wentworth  desires  to  treat  lightly 
a  statement  which,  if  unccmtradicted,  would 


do  all  the  damage  that  he  desired  it  to  do. 
This  is  the  first  time  that  such  a  charge 
has  been  made  against  me  in  this  House, 
and  it  is  utterly  unjustifiable.  Never  by 
word  or  deed  have  I  shown  the  slightest 
animus  towards  any  person  appointed  to 
the  Commonwealth  service  fr«n  any  other 
State  than  Victoria.  I  defy  the  honorable 
member  to  show  that  I  have  dorte  so.  In 
these  circumstances,  his  question  was  un- 
justifiable— I  was  going  to  say  ungenerous 
— but  "since  I  do  not  expect  any  generosity 
fitxn  him,  I  shall  not  use  that  word.  His 
remark  was  utterly  improper,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  pierce  his  pachydermatous  cover- 
ing. His  laugh  justifies  my  criticism.  If  he 
were  at  all  sensitive,  he  would  receive  this 
chastisement,  which  is  entirely  deserved,  in 
a  contrite  spirit.  His  cachinnatory  explo- 
sions show  that  he  does  not  realize  the 
seriousness  of  the  position.  It  is  imfortu- 
nate,  but  we  ought  rather  to  pity  than  to 
blame  him.  Coming  to  the  questicxi  im- 
mediately under  consideration,  I  may  say 
that  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  siq?port  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  hworable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa. 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  the  officer  wanted 

for? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  believe  that  Colonel 
Owen  wants  him. 

Mr.  Page. — But  there  are  two  of  these 
men. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Then  the  Inspector- 
General  should  have  their  services  if  he 
requires  them.  I  have  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Minister  a  state  of  aifairs 
which  I  think  oughl  not  to  be  allowed  to 
continue.  I  wish  to  see  urgent  pub!  ic 
works,  in  respect  of  which  votes  have  been 
passed,  carried  out  without  delay.  Instead 
of  this  policy  of  laissez  faire,  we  should 
have  an  up-to-date  Department.  In  many 
cases  money  has  been  voted  over  and  over 
again  for  certain  public  works,  but  we  are 
unable  to  get  them.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
some  energy  will  be  thrown  into  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  service,  in  order  that 
the  people  may  obtain  that  for  which  they 
are  prepared  I0  pay. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [4.30].— 1  do 
not  propose  to  follow  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie  along  the  particular 
line  of  abuse  that  he  has  seen  fit  to  aduot. 
and  which  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
quite  w<Mthy  of  this  Chamber.  I  ask  hon* 
orable  members  who  were  present  to  say 
whether  it  is  not  true  that  his  remarks. 
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against  the  administration  of  a  public  De* 
portment,  nor  to  the  way  in  which  that  De- 
partment could  be  made  most  effective,  but 
against  the  Inspector-General  of  Public 
Works.  The  honorable  member  stated  that 
that  officer  was  not  the  best  man  who  could 
be  found  for  the  position,  but  he  admitted 
towards  the  close  of  his  remarks  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  his  qualifications.  I 
then  rose  ana  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Minister  would  judge  of  this  officer's  ser- 
vices from  his  own  knowledge,  and  not 
upon  the  ex  forte  stalem&its  of  an  h(Hior- 
able  member  who,  after  canvassing  his 
qualifioUions  in  this  House,  admitted  that 
he  knew  nc^ing  about  them.  If  this  atti- 
tude on  my  part  has  been  responsible  for 
the  honorable  member's  abusive  frame  of 
mind,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  time  of  the  Conmittee  has 
been  wasted  in  such  a  frivolous  way. 

Am»idment  n^atived. 

Pn^msed  vote  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Obder  of  Business — ^Alleged  Corrup- 
tion   OF    Honorable  ^Iehbers — 

Acting  Administrator  of  Papua. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Pallarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [4.33]. — In  moving — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn, 

may  I  say  thai  the  first  business  on  Tues- 
day will  be  the  second  reading  of  the 
Surplus  Rex-enue  Bill. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.34].— Some  two 
or  three  weeks  ago,  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter,  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Prime  Minister  certain  charges  of  corrup- 
tion, made  by  way  of  innuendoes,  against 
members  of  this  Parliament.  "It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  honorable  member  for 
I.ang  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  whe- 
ther his  attention  had  been  directed  to  the 
report  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  O.  C- 
Beale,  who,  by  innuendo,  charged  honor- 
able members  with  corrupticm.  His  at- 
tention was  also  called  to  an  article  in 
the  Bulletin  which,  by  inference,  made  a 
similar  charge  against  many  hCHK»able 
members.  The  Prime  Minister  prcxuised 
that  he  would  try  to  devise  some  means  to 
sift  such  charges  to  tlie  bottom,  and  to  con- 
sider whether  the  law  coulB  be  set  in  mo- 
tion. These  charges  have  been  the  pro- 
perty of  the  public  for  something  like 
three  weeks,  and  I  should  like  to  know 


whether  the  Prime  Minister  has  yet  given 
any  ctmsideratitxi  to  the  matter.  I  presuooe 
be  will  say  that  he  could  not  force  the 
people  concerned  to  give  evidenre,  but  will 
he  tell  us  what  steps  he  has  taken  ? 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [4.35]-— In 
the  course  of  discussion  recently,  some 
statements  were  made  cwiceming  the  pre- 
sent Acting  Administrator  of  Papua.  Al- 
though I  did  not  attach  much  importance  to 
them,  seeing  that  Judge  Murray  has  been 
amply  vindicated  by  the  report  of  indepen- 
dent Royal  Commissicmers,  still  I  appre- 
hend the  Government  will  not  permit  these 
aspersions  on  a  valued  and  eminent  public 
servant  to  pass  unnoticed.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister having  had  no  earlier  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  the  matter,  this  will,  perhaps, 
be  a  fitting  occasion  to  remove  any  doubts 
entertained  that  the  present  Administrator 
of  Papua  retains,  imdimtnished,  the  full 
confidence  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [4-36]- — ^In  reply  to  the 
h(xK>rable  member  for  Dalley,  I  have,  in 
accordance  with  my  undertaking,  communi- 
cated with  honorable  members  in  different 
parts  of  this  House,,  with  a  view  to  the 
nomination  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses,  to  lay  down  a  form  of  procedure 
to  be  applied  to  such  cases. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — ^Then  that  Committee  will 
not  have  power  to  inquire  into  these 
charges  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— They  will  have  power 
to  frame  a  form  of  procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  any  cases  of  this  kind  that  may 
occur.  If  it  be  thought  necessary,  the 
power,  when  givoi,  may  be  afterwards  ap- 
plied to  charges  already  made. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Committee  will  hare 
no  power  to  summcm  the  parties. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— They  need  have  no 
such  power  at  present.  The  proposal  is 
that  they  shall  prepare  a  scheme  which 
will  enable,  in  some  effective  way,  and  with- 
out ostentation  or  advertisement,  charges 
of  this  kind  to  be  tried  in  an  expeditious 
and  summary  fashion,  so  that  the  offenders 
may  be  brought  to  book. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— One  of  the  alleged  of- 
fenders will  be  leaving  for  London  next 
week. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  sources  of  information  denied  to 
me,  if  he  knows  who  the  offenders  are. 
I  have  stated  the  progress  that  has  been 
made.  It  is  only  to-day  that  I  received 
the  names  of  two  i5j|it,|fer^(5Jol©g1<i5ibers 
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who  have  kindly  omsented  to  art,  and  be- 
lieve the  list  will  be  comoleted  on  Tues- 
day. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — When  I  say,  "one  of  the 
allied  offenders,"  X  mean  one  of  the  mem- 
bers accused.  I  do  not  want  to  be  mis- 
understood. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — In  reply  to  the  hon- 
o^ble  member  fc»-  Coolgardie,  during  the 
time  I  was  in  the  House  no  statement 
was  made  reflecting  up(Mi  the  character 
of  Judge  Murray.  The  only  statement 
that  I  heard  that  could  have  been  chal- 
lenged, and  that  was  challenged  almost  im- 
mediately, was  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
been  the  "  head  and  front  of  the  offend- 
ing "  in  connexion  with  the  charges 
agains;  the  late  Administrator  of  Papua, 
Captain  Barton.  The  word  "  offending," 
or  the  implication  that  there  was  any 
oSaxe  in  giving  evidence  on  that  matter,  is 
of  oiurse  inappropriate,  and  cannot  be  sus- 
tained. Judge  Murray,  as  he  then  was, 
gave  evid«K%  in  that  cmnexion  of  a  very 
important  character.  That  was  his  duty. 
He  could  not  have  avoided  it  if  he  had  de- 
sired. He  was  bound  to  state  the  facts  as 
he  blew  them,  and  to  give  his  own  opinions. 
That  he  ditl.  Although  it  is  not  unnatural 
that  the  friends  of  the  late  Administrator 
should  resent  his  evidence,  yet  the  only 
implication  that  I  heard  was  the  phrase  I 
have  quoted. 

Sir  John  Foriuest. — Did  not  he  repeat 
some  private  conversations  at  a  dinner 
table? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— My  recollection  is  that 
he  rejjeated  conversations  which  took  place 
on  board  the  Merrie  England — a  public 
t^Ksel  belonging  to  the  Goverimient,  and  not 
to  any  private  perscxi — relating  to  the 
management  of  Papua  and  the  attitude 
adopted  towards  white  settlers.  I  am 
speaking  from  memny,  but  that  is  my  re- 
collection. It  was  alleged  on  behalf  of 
the  then  Administrator  that  those  conver- 
sations ought  to  have  been  considered  [  ri- 
vileged,  b«^use  they  took  place  at  a  dinner 
table.  My  recollection  of  the  rejoinder  is 
that  this  was  practically  a  public  dinner 
t^le,  at  which  all  the  public  officers  on 
board  attended  without  needing  to  be  in- 
vited, and  without  being  indebted  to  any 
one's  hospitality. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^And  it  was  stated  that 
Eiecutive  Council  meetings  were  held  in 
that  room. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  was  alleged  that 
even  at  meal  times  it  was  really  an  cSfvdaX 
gltbering,  and  that  c^cial  matten  were 


discussed  in  a  way  that  did  not  preclude 
their  being  referred  to  outside.  In  any 
case,  whatever  may  have  been  said  in  that 
regard,  it  would  not  have  justified  the  im- 
putation that  an  cfficer  who  gave  evidence 
affecting  the  policy  pursued  in  the  Posses- 
sion was  an  offender.  The  word  did  not 
imply  a  diarge,  because  it  forms  part  of 
a  well-known  quotaticm.  I  took  it  ^at  the 
word. was  loosely  applied.  Moreover,  the 
statement  was  replied  to  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  or  by  others  in  a 
way  that  called  for  no  further  statement 
on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Royal  Ccnnmission  ccmpletely 
exonerated  Judge  Murray. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  so.  The  Royal 
Cbmmission,  which  consisted  of  three 
highly  competent!  and  entirely  indepoident 
persons,  accepted  the  views  that  were  put 
forward  by  Judge  Murray  and  by  others, 
but  of  course  his  evidence  attracted  more 
attention,  because  he  was  the  next  highest 
(^cer  in  the  Possession. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Commission  excul- 
pated him  frtMn  that  explicit  charge. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes.  If  I  had  thought 
that  there  was  any  challenge  of  any  Go- 
vernment officer  in  what  was  stated  during 
the  debate,  I  should  at  once  have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  deal  with  it.  I  heard  ncme, 
unless  the  inference  from  a  familiar  quota- 
tion was  so  interpreted. 

Questitm  resolved  in  the  afiSrmative. 

House  adjourned  at  4.40  p.m. 

5  mate. 

Tuesday,  31  March,  igo8. 

The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

QUARANTINE  BILL. 
Assent  reported. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing papers — 

Federal  Capital — Further  correspoodence  be- 
tween the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  dated  35th  February  to  30th 
March,  1908. 

Pacific  Islaod  Labourers. — Stotement  afaowing 
the  number  of  Islanders  returned,  and  the  num- 
ber of  ex«nption»,  %fg„,ed  by  GoOglC 
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Repatriation  of  Kanakas. — Return  showing  the 
cost  of  repatriating  Kanakas  during  the  years 
1906-7  and  1907-8. 

Public  Service  Act  igoa — 

Amendment  of  Regulation  104. — Statutory 
Rules  1908,  No.  36. 

Amendment  of  Regulation  104. — Statutory 
Rules  1908,  No.  38. 

Amendment   of  Regulation   104. — Statutory 
Rules  1908,  No.  40. 
Census  and  Statistics  Act  1905 — 

Provisional     Regulation  — Deolaration 

Officer  under  Section  7. — Statutory  Rules 
1908,  No.  37. 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  Quarter  ended  30th 
September,  1907. — Bulletin  No.  5. 

CARTRIDGES. 
Senator  F£:ARCE  asked  the  Minister 
representing  the  Minister  of  Defence,  upon 
notice — 

I.  How  many  years  has  the  present  contract 
for  the  supply  ,  of  cartridges  with  the  Colonial 
Ammunition   Company   yet  to   run  ? 

a.  Will  the  Minister  advise  Parliament  be- 
fore giving  an  extension  of  time  to  the  con- 
tract ? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  answer  to 
the  first  question  is,  "Until  the  year  1914/' 
nnd  the  answer  to  'the  second  question  is, 
"  Yes." 

Senator  PEARCE  asked  the  Minister 
representing  the  Minister  of  Defence,  upon 
notice — 

1.  Has  the  Minister  for  Defence  asked  Mr. 
Hake,  chemical  adviser  to  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment, to  report  as  to  the  feaubilily  of  "blanks" 
for  cartridges  being  manufactured  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  the  coinage  of  silver  at  the  Com- 
monwealth Mint? 

2.  Will  the  Minister  inform  Parliament  of 
the  nature  of  the  report  when  presented? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  answer  to 
each  question  is  "  Yes." 

WIRELESS  TELEGRAPHY. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  asked  the  Min- 
ister representing  the  Postmaster- General, 
iffion  notice — 

Will  the  wireless  telegraph  station  proposed 
to  be  erected  on  the  coast  of  Western  Aus- 
trnlin  be  placed  on  the  mainland  at  or  near 
Fremantle  or  on  Roltnest  Island? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  intention  is 
to  place  the  station  referred  to  on  the 
mainland. 

TELEGRAM  DELIVERY. 

Senator  STEWART  asked  the  Rlinister 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  upon 
notice — 

I.  Has  the  attention  of  the  Postal  Depart* 
meat  been  drawn  to  a  paragraph  in  the  Brit- 
bane  Courier  of  the  a4tii  inst.,  in  which  it  is 


stated  that  a  telegram  addressed  to  Mew*, 
t'inlayson  and  Sons,  Brisbane,  was  despatthed 
from  Sydney  at  11.58  a.m.  on  Saturday,  the 
a|st  inst.,  but  was  not  delivered  to  them  till 
Monday,  the  33rd  inst.,  at  ia.8  p.m.,  thus  oc- 
cupying 48  hours  in  transmission? 

2.  If  not,  will  the  Minister  ascertain  whether 
the  statement  referred  to  is  correct,  and,  if  so, 
bow  such  unreasonable  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
the  telegram  took  place? 

Senator  KEATING.  —  The  Acting 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Bfisbane,  has 
furnished  the  following  information: — 

The  statement  that  the  telegram  was  not  de- 
livered until  13.8  p.m.  on  33rd  instant,  is  in- 
correct. On  Saturday,  the  21st,  a  message  was 
received  for  "  Finlayson,  Temperance  Hall," 
at  13.51  p-™-i  and  was  taken  out  for  delivery 
at  t.5  p.m.  on  the  same  date.  The  messenger 
found  the  hall  closed,  and  left  a  slip  under  the 
office  door  at  the  hall,  and  the  message  was 
eventually  delivered  at  8.37  a.m.  on  Monday^ 
the  33rd  instant,  to  the  caretaker,  at  the  hall. 
As  there  are  no  instructions  from  Messrs.  Finlay- 
son  and  Sons  as  to  the  disposal  of  their  messages 
after  oflBce  hours,  there  was  00  unavoidable  de- 
lay in  delivery. 

PRICE  OF  HARVESTERS. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (for  Senator 
\V.  Russell)  asked  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council,  upon  notice — 

If  he  can  inform  the  Senate  whether  the 
manufacturers  of  harvesters  in  the  Common- 
wealth have  reduced  their  selling  price  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Act  of  1906? 

Senator  BEST. — Inquiries  are  being 
made  in  reference  to  the  matter,  and  when 
the  information  is  detained  it  will  be  duly 
made  known  to  the  Senate. 

ELECTORAL  ACT. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  asked  the  Minister 
of  Home  Aifairs,  upon  notice— 

Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  bring 
down  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Electoral  Act  before 
the  close  of  this  session? 

Senator  KEATING.— A  new  Electoral 
Bill  is  in  course  of  preparation,  but  it  is 
hardly  probable,  I  think,  that  it  can  be 
introduced  during  this  session. 

MILITARY  UNIFORMS. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  asked  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  he  aware  that  the  Officer  commanding 
the  No.  3  Battery,  A-R.A.  (Fremantle),  recently 
announced  that  he  had  placed  an  order  in  Lon- 
don for  clothing  for  bis  men,  including  100 
tunics  or  jumpers  and  too  pairs  of  trousers? 

a.  Is  this  uniform  known  as  **  Undress "  ? 

3.  Cannot  Undress  and  Full  Dress  unifona 

be  procured  in  Australia?  r^r-»/^rvT/:> 
*^  Digitized  by  ^ OOQ IC 
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4.  If  the  utswer  to  question  No.  i  is  in  the 
ifinnatire,  will  lie  Uke  steps  to  have  the  order 
cutcellcd  and  traoaferred  to  an  AnstnUaa  cs< 
tabtishment? 

SenalOT  KEATING.— The  answers  to 
^  honorable  senate's  questicns  are  as 
follow— 

I.  The  Minister  was  not  aware  of  su(!h  being 
the  cue,  but,  in  reply  to  a  telegram,  the 
Comnundant,  Western  Australia,  states  that  an 
onkr  has  bwn  placed  in  London  at  stated. 

a.  No.  Full  Dress. 

3.  Yes. 

4.  The  action  of  the  Officer  Commanding  the 
GOi^aaT  of  artillery  referred  to  conflicts  with 
the  explicit  instructions  of  the  Department.  He 
is  beiDg  asked  for  an  explanation,  and  full 
particulars.  H  the  Minister  finds  that  there  is 
tise  to  do  so  be  will  give  instructions  for  tBe 
Older  lo  be  cancelled,  and  suitable  action  will 
be  blra  with  regard  to  the  Officer  Command- 
iig  after  lus  explanatioik  hai  been  received. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 
In  Committet     (Conaderadon  resumed 
fioro  27th  Mardi,  vide  page  9762) : 

Schedule. 

[Kvinon  XIIT. — Paper  and  Stationery — 
Item  356.  Paper,  viz.  : — 

(r)  Coated  Boards,  n.e.i.,  which  at  the 
size  of  a  single  royal,  30  x  35 
inches,  or  its  equivalent,  weighs 
80  lb.  or  over  per  ream  of  480 
sheets — oa  and  after  loth  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
35  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
ao  per  cent  

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [3.39].  — I 
won  • 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
<tMtted  to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  P,  by  in- 
citing the  following  new  paragraph  : — 

"FP,  Pulpboard  in  the  Reel  for  coating,  sub- 
jea  to  Departmental  By-laws,  free." 

These  boards  are  used  for  a  very 
spedal  class  of  work.  Last  week  I 
endeavoured  to  get  coated  boards  made 
free,  because  they  are  used  fat  a  special 
class  of  work,  but  it  was  ascer- 
tuned  afterwards  that  coating  is  done  in 
Australia,  and,  therefore,  the  proposal  has 
been  changed  with  a  view  to  having  uncoated 
boards  made  free,  as  they  are  tnot  made 
liere.  I  have  seen  the  manufacturers, 
who  have  informed  me  that  they  do 
not  make  the  boards,  but  do  the  coat- 
ing. It  ought  to  be  very  gratifying, 
>"3«d,  to  honorable  senators  to  find 
•hat  we  have  artists,  engravers,  and  printers 
»ho  can  turn  out  postcards  so  well  as  they 
*>■  I  have  not  seen  anywhere  a  superifur 
of  work.  The  postcards  I  have 
^  deixct  Australian  scenes  painted 
Australian   artists.      I   do  noc  an- 
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ticipate  any  objecticn  to  my  proposal. 
The  coating  of  the  boards  is  prac- 
tically a  mcmopoly ;  but  the  manufacturers 
have  guaranteed  that  they  will  iiot  raise  the 
price,  and,  if  possible,  will  Iowa  it.  Tbe 
present  price  is  51s.  per  gross,  Imperial 
size,  and  in  no  case  will  this  be  exceeded ; 
but  it  may  possibly  be  reduced. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Before  this  request 
can  be  received  it  will  be  necessary  iat  the 
C(Hnmittee  to  dispose  of  paragraph  p. 

Senator  Keating. — The  hcmorable  sena- 
tor moved  a  request  on  Friday  just  before 
we  reported  progress. 

Senator  McCOLL.— Yes,  I  did.  . 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  request  •  mca- 
tioned  by  Senator  McCoU  on  Friday  was 
to  insert  in  a  separate  paragraph  the  words 
"  Chromo  boards,  uncoated,  free."  It 
was  called  on,  but  I  do  not  understand  that 
it  was  moved.  It  will  be  necessary  f<x 
paragraph  p  to  be  disposed  of  before  a 
request  for  a  new  paragraph  can  be  sub- 
mitted, ajs  the  articles  in  the  proposed  new 
sub-item  are  not  specifically  mentioned  in 
the  item. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [2.41]. — Just  as  we 
were  about  to  report  progress  on  Friday 
afternoon,  Swator  McColl  moved  a  re- 
quest for  the  purpose  of  making  uncoated 
cluomo  boards  free.  I  have  been  ginng 
consideration  to  the  proposal,  and  I  see 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  adopted  Vt 
it  is  altered  to  read — 

Pulpboards  in  rolls  for  the  manufacture  nf 
coated  boards,  under  Departmental  By-laws, 
free. 

The  honorable  senator  has  used  what  is 
practically  the  same  language,  but  I  think 
that  instead  of  using  the  word  * '  coating  " 
he  might- adopt  the  phrase  "  for  the  manu- 
facture of  coated  boards."  Under  para- 
graph M,  pulpboard  oHnea  in  at  duties  of 
ao  and  15  per  cent.  Provided  that  the 
material  is  imported  for  the  piu^pose  of 
being  converted  into  coated  board,  and 
thus  giving  employment  here,  I  have  no 
objection  to  its  being  made  free. 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [2.42].— 
Personally  I  have  no  objection  to  acceding 
to  the  Minister's  suggestion ;  but,  as  he 
knows,  the  subject  is  a  very  technical  one ; 
and  the  definition  I  have  submitted  has 
been  agreed  to  between  the  printers  of 
these  works  of  art  and  the  manufacturers. 
I  suppose  that  the  meaning  of  the  two  de- 
finitions is  almost  identical,  but  if  the 
Minister  insists  upon  having  his  own  defini- 
tion, of  course,  I  iR^Lf^OfOgle . 
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Senator  Keating. — On  reference  to  the 
Customs  officers,  I  find  that  they  would 
give  the  same  interpretation  to  both  sets  of 
words*  so  that  it  does  not  matter  which  set 
is  adopted. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  356.     Paper,  viz.  ; —  

(Q.)  Gummed  paper,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  20  per  cent. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.47]. — I  think  it  is  reasonable 
that  on  this  article,  as  on  many  others,  a 
preference  should  be  given  to  the  United 
Kingdom.    Therefore  I  move — ■ 

That  the  House  of  Representativei  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  cm  item  356,  paia. 
graph'  Q  (imports  from  the  United  Kingdom), 
ad  val.  15  per  cent. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes    7 

Noes   13 


Majority 


ATBS. 


Grav,  J.  P. 
MiUen,  E.  D 
Pearcc.  G.  F. 
Pultford,  £. 


Best.  R.  W. 
Findley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating,  J. 
Lynch.  P.  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 


Chataway,  T.  D. 

Macfarlane,  T. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Dobson,  H. 


Sayers,  R.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Ncild,  Colonel 


Noes. 

McGregor,  G. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H.  . 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Tnriey,  H. 

Teller: 
Needham,  E. 

Pairs. 

Croft,  J.  W. 
de  Largie.  H. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Ruaaell,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Item   356.     Paper,   viz.  : — 
(T)  Cards,   Playing,  in  sheet  or  cut,  per 
doKn  packs,  31. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.53]. — I  move — • 

That  the  Home  of  Represeatatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356  by  leaving  out  para, 
graph  T,  and  inserting  it  in  item  357,  paragraph 

A. 

A  charge  of  3s.  per  dozen  packs  on  these 
carets  is  equal ,  on  the  declared  value  of  these 
goods,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  about  75 
per  cent.  This  is  altogether  unreasonable, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  even  honorable 
senators  who  are  in  favour  of  high  pro- 


tective duties  desire  that  there  should  be 
this  discrimination  between  different  sorts 
of  cards. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  HOTie  Affairs)  [2.55]. — The  object 
of  the  honorable  senator's  request  is  to  cut 
down  the  protection  proposed.  The  duty 
of  3s.  per  dozen  packs  on  playing  cards 
is  the  same  as  that  imposed  imder  the 
Tariff  of  1902,  and  is  the  duty  that  was 
recommended  by  both  sections  of  the  Tariff 
Cfflnmission.  Obviously,  it  was  recognised 
by  the  members  of  the  Tariff  Commission, 
as  it  has  been  by  the  Government  and  by 
Parliament  in  the  past,  that  playing  cards 
should  be  subject  tc  a  higher  duty  than 
the  duties  proposed  under  item  357,  para- 
graph A.  Under  the  1902  Tariff  the  in- 
dustry fot  the  manufacttiie  of  these  cards 
has  grown  up,  and  has  beoi  well  estab- 
lished in  Sydney.  I  believe  that  they  are 
also  made  in  Melbourne,  and  that  con- 
siderable employment  is  giv«i  in  connexion 
with  their  manufacture.  I  am  sure  that 
Senator  Pulsford  does  not  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  misunderstand  the  object  of  his 
request,  and  to  construe  it  as  a  desire  on 
his  part  to  cheapen  playing  cards  to 
the  user.  The  honorable  senator  has 
frankly  admitted  that  his  object  is  to  re- 
duce the  proted:i(m  proposed  to  be 
afforded,  and  1  hope  the  Ccnomittee  will 
not  accept  the  request. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2-57]. — The  Minister  has  scarcely 
done  me  justice  in  his  remarks.  My  object 
is  that  this  protective  duty  should  be 
stated  in  a  way  that  can  be  understood. 
Does  the  Minister  admit  that  the  duty  pro- 
posed represents  an  valorem  diity  of 
75  per  cent 

Senator  Keating. — These  cards  vary  in 
value,  as  the  honorable  senator  must  know, 
and  I  suppose  that  on  some  qualities  the 
duty  would  represent  as  much  as  80  per 
cent. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  dare  say  that 
on  some  kinds  of  playing  cards  this  duty 
would  be  as  high  as  100  per  cent.,  but  the 
average,  according  to  the  declared  value 
of  last  year's  imports,  is  over  75  per  cent. 
I  say  that  it  is  outrageous  -that  a  protective 
duty  at  the  rate  of  75  per  cent,  should  be 
imposed  in  the  form  of  a  specific  duty, 
when  perhaps  very  few  members  of  the 
Committee  are  aware  that  such  a  very  ex- 
travagant ad  valorem  duty  is  being  sub- 
mitted. If  the  Minister  is  not  prepared  in 
this  case  to  accept  a  duty  of  30  per  cent., 
as  imposed  on  %t,S^^HScil5^^  item 
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357,  paragraph  a,  let  him  ask  for  40  per 
cent.  If  the  honorable  senator  wants  75 
per  cent.,  let  him  have  the  pluck  to  say  so 
straight  out. 

Kequest  negatived. 

Item  356.  Paper,  tIx.  : —  .... 

(T)  Roo6ag,  SheathiDg,  and  Insulating  Paper, 
ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  KEATING  Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Heme  Affairs)  fj-o]- — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  356,  paragraph  T,  free. 

If  honorable  senators  will  look  back  to  iton 
125,  they  will  find  that  dieathing,  roc^g, 
and  boiler  felt  is  free  untler  that  item,  and 
I  have  moved  this  request  because  para- 
graph V  of  item  356  involves  a  contradic- 
tion of  item  125,  since  it  makes  the  same 
class  of  ^x>ds  dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  imdei 
the  general  Tariff. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3-1J. — 1  understood  the  Minister  to  say 
that  this  is  practically  the  same  item  as 
item  125.  Does  the  honorable  senator  crai- 
tend  tliat  this  paper  is  the  same  as  felt? 

Senator  Keating. — Yes ;  roofing  and 
sheathing  paper  is  the  same  as  roofing  apd 
sheathing  felt. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  seems  to  me  that 
if  this  paragraph  of  item  356  includes 
articles  already  included  in  item  125,  it 
might  be  left  out. 

Senator  Keating. — If  it  is  made  free 
the  effect  will  be  the  same. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  356.  Paper,  viz.  : —  .... 
(4A)  Writing  and  Typing  Paper  (plain),  in 
iheeta  not  less  than  16  by  13  inches, 
ad  val.  (Genentl  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [3-2]. — In  accordance 
with  notice,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
()uested  to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  AA,  by 
leaving  oat  the  word  "  Typing "  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "Type-writing." 

The  use  of  this  word  "  typing  "  has  led  to 
a  good  deal  of  oxifusion  and  dispute  as 
to  whether  duplicating  and  such  paper  is 
Dot  referred  to.  The  is  intenc^  to 
OKer  typewriting  paper. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [3.3].— 
I  desire  that  this  paper  should  be  made  free 
of  duty.    I  therefore  move- 
That  the   House   of   Representatives  be   re-  - 
9w«ed  fo  make  item  356,  paragrafA  AA,  free. 


I  have  frequently  moved  in  cases  like  this 
that  articles  which  cannot  be  made  here 
should  be  admitted  duty  free,  so  that  re- 
venue should  not  be  collected  upcm  them, 
and  that  the  people  who  require  to  use  them 
should  get  them  at 'the  lowest  possible  cost. 
I  must  confess  that  I  have  not  had,  so 
far,  much  support  from  the  alleged  free- 
traders in  the  Committee  in  giving  effect 
to  so  laudable  an  object.  I  find  that, 
whilst  free-traders  are  perfectly  willing  to 
impose  taxation  on  Australian  taxpavers  in 
order  to  protect  manqfacturers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  they  absolutely  refuse  to  give 
protection  to  Australian  manufacturers.  I 
hope  that  honorable  staiators  will  permit 
typewriting  paper  to  be  admitted  free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [3.4].— The  duty  pro- 
posed in  this  case  is  per  cent,  on  imports 
under  the  general  Tariff,  whilst  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  are  to  be  free, 
and,  of  course,  the  object  is  to  give  a  pre- 
ference to  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  hoped 
that  . the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
on  this  paper  imported  from  countries  othei 
than  the  United  Kingdom  will  serve  to 
divert  the  trade  from  those  countries  to 
Great  Britain.  This  paper  is  made  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  it  would  therefore  be 
only  in  respect  of  importations  from  other 
countries  that  the  duty,  small  as  it  is,  would 
be  operative. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [3.5].-^ 
I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  .with  the  Minister's 
explanation.  If  this  duty  is  to  be  operative, 
It  can  only  be  where  countries  other  than  the 
United  Kingdom  can  suppiv  Australia  at  a 
cheaper  rate.  I  hope  that 'honorable  sena- 
tors_  who  refuse  to  give  protection  to  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  will  assist  me  in  this 
case  to  refuse  to  give  protection  to  British 
manufactures.  If  they  do  not  believe  in 
protection  at  all,  where  is  the  logic  in  vot- 
ing for  protection  to  British  manufactures. 
If  this  paper  is  imported  frcsn  countries 
other  than  the  United  Kingdom,  we  shall 
raise  revenue  on  it,  and  I  am  opposed  to  a 
purely  revenue  duty.  For  these  reasons  I 
shall  persist  with  my  request,  and  I  hope 
that  it  will  be  carried. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [3.7].— 
There  is  one  reason  why  countries  other  than 
Great  Britain  can  sell  us  goods  at  a  cheaper 
rate. 

Senator  Givens. — What  is  that? 
Senator    TRENWITH.  ~  They  pay 
lower  wages  than  are  paid  in  Great  Britain. 

Senator  Givens. — No,  the.  United  States 
can  supply  us  with[:|poodsi:9>»3^3flil^  than 
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can  the  United  Kingdom,  although  the 
wages  paid  in  the  United  States  are  hi^ier 
than  those  paid  in  the  United  Kingdcxn. 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  The  paper 
included  in  this  paragraph  can  be 
supplied  by  countries  'other  than  Great 
Britain  more  cheaply  than  Great  Britain  can 
supply  it  CMily  because  lower  wages  are  paid 
in  fc»eign  countries.  With  the  exception 
of  Australia  and  the  United  States,  there  is 
no  other  country  in  the  voclA  that  pays  as 
high  wages  as  are  paid  in  the  United  King- 
dom. We  talk  of  a  White  Australia,  and 
I  earnestly  hope  that  Australia  will  be  kept 
white,  but  in  pursuance  of  that  policy  we 
should  prevent  the  possibility  of  impcffts 
from  Japan  and  other  countries  where 
orioured  labour  is  employed. 

Senat<Mr  Givens. — None  of  this  writing 
paper  comes  from  Japan. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  told  that 
these  writing  papers  do  ccMne  fran  Japan, 
as  well  as  from  other  places.  We  should 
have  a  feeling  of  kinship  with  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  where  we  can  without 
any  sacrifice  to  Australia  we  should  give 
British  manufactures  a  preference. 

QuesticMi  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


7 

14 


Majority 


Lynch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 
Pulsford.  E. 


Fmdley,  E. 
Gould,  Lt.-ColoneI 

Henderson,  G. 
Keating,  1.  H. 
McColl, J.  H. 
Hillen,  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  0.  F. 


Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
Dobson,  H. 
Hacfarlanc,  J. 


Ayks. 

Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 

Teller: 
Givens,  T. 


Noes. 


Russell,  E.  J. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
Trenwith,  W. 
Tutlcy,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 


A. 


Teller: 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Paiks. 

Dcst,  R.  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Russell,  VV. 
dc  Largie,  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  356,  Paper,  viz.        .   .  . 

And  on  and  after  loth  December,  1907 — ■ 
(BB)  Copying,  Tissue,  and  Tissue  Cap  Paper 
and    I'aper    for    Paper    Patterns,  in 
sheets  or  rolls,  weight  not  to  exceed 
9  lb.  for  500  sheets  so  x  30  mchesi  ad 


val.  (General  Tariff),  5  pet  c^t.  ; 
and  on  and  after  loth  December* 
1907,  free;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

(im)  Baryta  Surface  Coated  Paper  or  Board 
for  Photographic  purpMei — on  and 
after  iqth. December,  19071  free. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [3.10]. 
— I  desire  to  move  a  similar  request  to 
make  paragraph  bb  free  in  the  first 
column.  I  want  to  see  those  free-traders 
who  profess  free-trade  principles  continu- 
ally voting  for  protection  for  the  British 
manufacturer,  when  all  the  time  they 
would  not  give  an  iota  of  protection  to  the 
Australian  manufacturer. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  HtMne  Affairs)  [3.14]. — That  para- 
graph is  already  free  in  the  first  columti. 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  356,  paragraph  DD,  to 
read  as  follows : — "  Paper  specially  prepare! 
for  coating  with  photogiapbic  emulsions— on  and 
after  loth  December,  1907,  free." 

As  the  paragraph  stands  it  is  confined 
simply  to  one  class  of  such  paper  coated 
by  a  special  process.  We  propose  to  make 
it  applicable  to  all  similar  papers. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Aifairs)  [3.16].— I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Represen.tativeB   be  re- 

?uested  to  amend  item  356  by  adding  the 
oliowtng  new  paragraph 

"  (EC)   Waxed   stencil    paper   and  Carboa 
paper,  in  packets  or  otherwise,  free." 

Under  the  old  Tariff  these  articles  were 
dutiable  as  "  Paper  n.e.i."  at  15  per  cent. 
Under  this  Tariff  they  would  be  dutiable 
according  to  the  manner  in  which  they  rame 
in.  If  in  boxes,  they  would  be  dutiable  at 
30  and  25  per  cent,  as  manufactured  sta- 
tionery under  item  357,  paragraph  a.  If 
they  came  in  in  large  sizes,  to  be  cut  up 
locally,  they  would  be  dutiable  at  20  and 
15  per  cent,  under  paragraph  m  of  item 
356.  They  are  not  manufactured  locally, 
they  are  in  great  demand,  and  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  immediate  prospect 
of  their  local  manufacture. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.18].— Under  this  request  carbOT 
paper  of  any  size  will  be  free? 

Senator  Keating. — Yes. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Thank  you; 
I  wanted  that  done. 

Request  agreQ^jJftcibyGoOgle 
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Iteo  357.  (a)  Stationery,  manufactured;  in- 
eluding  .  .  Pencil  Cases;  Pen  and 
Pencil  SeU  and  Penholders  n.e.i. ; 
....  Paper  Lace ;  ....  ad 
tkI.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent.  .  .  , 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [3. 19]. — I  move — 

Thai  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
ijttesled  to  amend  item  357,  paragraph  A,  by 
leaving  on(  the  words  '*  Pencil  Cases,  Fen  and 
Pencil  Sets,  and  Penholders  n.e.i." 

My  object  vh  to  insert  those  articles  in  item 
364,  where  they  OHne  in  more  appropri- 
^y,  at  the  same  rates  of  duty. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.20]. — Wooden  penholders  have 
already  been  made  free  of  duty,  but  there 
are  a  number  of  metal  and  bone  penholders 
used  by  school  children.  I  have  a  samule 
here.  Is  it  the  Minister's  intention  to  bring 
tfiem  under  a  subsequent  item  ? 

Senator  Keating. — Yes ;  all  pens  atid 
pendls  will  be  dealt  with  under  iton  364. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
\a  of  H<mae  Affairs)  fS**']- — ^  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
((iiested  to  further  amend  item  357,  paragraph 
A.  by  leaving  out  the  words  "  Paper  Lace." 

Lace  paper  is  already  made  free  under  item 
356,  paragraph  o.  This  is  only  putting 
the  article  in  twice  by  inverting  the  wofds. 

Keqoest  agreed  to. 

Item  357.    .    .  . 
(B)  Manufactures  of  Paper  n.e.i.,  including 
Printers'   Matrices,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  (United  King* 
dom),  25  per  cent. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3-23]-— 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qtKStcd  to  amend  item  357,  paragraph  B,  by 
leaTing  out  the  words  "  including  Printers* 
euthces,"  and  inserting  the  followring  new 
{Mtagtaph : — "(Ba)  Matrices  for  stereotyping 
purposes,  having  a  superficial  area  of  13  square 
nchei  or  under,  each,  is.  For  every  square 
iadi  of  superficial  area  over  12  square  inches. 
Id." 

This  matter  was  discussed  when  we  ^ealt 
vith  item  187,  under  which  electrotypes 
and  stereotypes  are  dutiable  at  the  same 
rates  as  I  now  propose  for  printers'  mat- 
ricts.  These  matrices  are,  roughly  speai:- 
ing,  moulds  fr<»n  matter  already  in  type. 
They  are  imported  and  have  been  admitted 
at  a  very  tow  duty,  with  the  result  that 
*otk  which  should  have  been  done  in  Aus- 


tralia has  not  been  done  here,  to  the  dis- 
advantage of,  at  any  rate,  some  printers. 
A  duty  of  30  per  cent,  upon  them  is  prac- 
tically no  duty  at  all,  because,  probably, 
the  value  of  the  matrice  itself  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  id.  Even  a  duty 
of  100  per  cent,  would  cmly  be  equal  to 
a  fixed  duty  of  2d.,  and  would  not  stop 
the  importaticm.  These  moulds  should 
be  treatejd  in  the  same  way  as  electrotypes 
and  stereotypes. 

Senates'  Pitlsfokd.  —  The  hcworable 
senator  should  ask  ioc  a  duty  of  i,ooo  per 
cent. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  The  honorable 
senator,  being  fair-minded,  will  see  that  as 
the  Committee  has  put  a  fixed  duty  on 
electrotypes  and  stereotypes,  printers' 
matri<%s  should  be  treated  similarly. 

Senator  Millen.  —  On  the  hcHiorable 
senator's  reasoning  the  duty  on  the  matrices 
should  not  be  so  high,  because  they  give  an 
op^ortimity  of  some  work  being  done  here, 
while  the  electrotypes  and  stereotypes  leave 
no  work  to  be  done. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  The  matrices 
leave  only  a  small  amoimt  of  work  to  be 
dOTie  in  stereotyping.  A  satisfactory  pro- 
tective duty  will  cause  the  whole  of  the 
work  to  be  dcme  here.  Under  the  present 
fixed  duty  very  few  stereotypes  and  elec- 
trotypes will  find  their  way  into  the  Com- 
nuHiwealth,  and  I  hope  that  the  duty  I  now 
propose  will  stop  the  importaticm  of  these 
cheap  moulds.  When  the  1902  Tarifif  was 
introduced  I  tmderstand  that  a  similar  pro- 
posal was  (^>erative  for  a  short  while. 
Much  of  the  matter  ccHitained  in  the  Re- 
view of  Reviews,  which  has  a  fairly  large 
circulation  in  Australia,  was  up  to  then 
printed  frc«n  casts  or  stereotypes  made  frcwn 
imported  moulds,  but  when  the  duty  was 
imposed  those  moulds  ceased  to  c«ne  in, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  the  work 
in  that  oflBce  has  been  done  by  Australian 
workmen,  from  matter  set  up  by  liix)type 
or  monoline  machines  or  by  hfuid.  For  imi- 
fcxmity,  if  for  no  other  reason,  the  free- 
trade  members  of  the  Ccnnmittee  ought  to 
agree  to  my  request,  which  not  merely 
comes  from  the  artisans  and  printers,  but 
is  also  approved  of  by  the  employing  prin- 
ters of  the  Ccwnmonwealth. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter  of  Home  Affairs)  [3.28.]. — I  am  not 
personally  acquainted  with  the  value  of 
these  matrices,  but  if  it  is  correct,  as  Sena- 
tor Findley  states,  that  they  would  be 
worth  about  id.  each,  the  is.  duty  which 
be  ksks  for  is  entif^y^^ispH^tol<t)^^. 
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Senator  FnroLEY.  ■ —  I  nnean  that  the 
paper  mateiial  is  worth  about  id.,  but  the 
ytoA  dotK  in  the  mould  might  be  wmth 
ICS.  or 

Senator  KEATING.  —  I  cannot  agree 
that  it  is  necessary  to  bring  them  an  a  level 
with  item  187. 

Senator  Findley. — ^When  we  were  dis- 
cussing item  187,  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  said  he  would  agree  to 
this  request  if  I  submitted  it  later  cwi. 

Senator  KEATING.—That  is  the  first 
I  have  heard  of  that  undertaking,  al- 
though I  have  gone  through  my  divi- 
sions csrefuUy  to  ascertain  if  any 
such  arranp^enls  existed.  When  the 
honorable  senator  referred  to  item  187, 
it  struck  me  that  there  was  a  sub- 
stantial difference  in  that  case,  because  it 
covers  stereotypes  and  electrotypes  "  for 
advertising  purposes."  I  suppose  that 
printers'  matrices  might  be  brought  into  the 
CommcMiwealth  to  set  up  a  book  that  had 
been  printed  abroad,  and  h^vc  nothing  to 
do  with  advertisements  at  all.  Of  course 
they  might  a»iie  in  as  advertisements.  If 
they  were  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of 
printing  in  rtie  Commonwealtli  a  book  that 
had  been  printed  abroad  it  is  obvious  that 
they  would  not  come  in  as  single  matrices. 
In  regard  to  advertisements  it  is  plain  that 
the  bulk  of  the  matter  imported  would  not 
be  very  large,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
greater  part  of  the  matter  brought  in  for 
magazines,  books,  and  literary  purposes 
would  be  very  bulky^  and  the  duties  of  30 
and  25  per  cent,  would  have  sc»ne.  appre- 
ciable operati(»i  on  them. 

Senator  Millen. — Would  you  value  it 
as  so  much  paper  ? 

Senator  KEATING.— I  was  wondering 
how  the  value  would  be  ascertained.  I 
suppose  it  would  be  arrived  at  by  the 
amount  paid  to  the  exporters  abroad  by 
whoever  was  importing  the  article. 

Senator  Findley. — No  Customs  official 
could  value  them. 

Senator  JCEATING.— The  only  way  to 
ascertain  the  value  would  be  by  the  amount 
paid  by  the  importer  to  the  person 
sending  them  heref.  I  will  certa  ;inly 
make  inquiries  from  my  colleague  in  regar(l 
to  this  matter,  as  I  can  assure  Senate 
Findley  that  this  is  the  first  I  have  heard 
of  it,  and  on  hearing  his  arguments  it 
seemed  to  me  that  there  was  some  justifi- 
cation for  a  distinction  between  the  articles 
brought  in  for  advertising  purposes,  aind 
those  brought  in  for  other  purposes. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[3.32]. — ^There  is  perhaps  some  reason  in 


the  request  submitted  by  Senator  Findley. 
The  matrices  referred  to  are  really  taken 
from  type,  and  are  sent  here  so  that  stereo- 
types may  be  made  frcxn  thm  In  order  that 
books  or  c^er  matter  may  be  printed  from 
those  stereotypes.  No  doube  if  these  mat- 
rices come  in  it  tells  somewhat  against  the 
printers,  because  the  whole  of  the  work  of 
the  setting  of  the  type  is  done  abroad. 

Senator  Millen.— The  hwiorable  sena- 
tor's argument  is  based  cki  the  assumption 
that  if  the  matrices  are  shut  out  the  print- 
ing will  be  done  here.  * 

Senator  VARDON. — At  present  I  am 
assuming  nothing  of  the  sort.  The  object 
of  importing  matrices  is  to  save  the  setting 
up  of  type  here.  I  do  not  see  exactly  how 
the  value  of  the  matrices  is  to  be  fixed  in 
the  way  proposed  by  Senator  Findley,  be- 
cause matrices  of  12  inches  square  or  less 
need  not  necessarily  be  of  anything  like 
the  same  value.  The  duty  on  matter  set 
up  in  the  larger  type  might  be  as  much  as 
the  setting  up  is  wrarth,  but  matter  set  up 
in  the  smaller  type  would  be  of  greater 
value  so  far  as  the  printer's  labour  is  con- 
cerned. There  is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty 
in  connexion  with  this  proposal.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  much  need  for  such  an 
alteraticMi  as  is  suggested.  I  am  not  aware 
that  matrices  are  being  sent  here  at  the 
present  time,  and  at  any  rate  I  have  not 
heard  of  it  in  the  course  of  business.  After 
all,  considering  the  type  printing  machines 
we  possess,  the  value  of  the  matrices  is_not 
^-ery  great.  I  think  we  might  let  the  duty 
stand  as-  it  is. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.35].— 
I  would  like  to  know  the  decision  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  my  request,  be- 
cause I  think  on  a  previous  occasion  I  had 
an  assurance  from  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  that  he  would  sup- 
port the  request  when  I  moved  it  later. 

Senator  Best. — ^Yes. 

Senator  Keating. — I  understand  now 
that  my  honwable  colleague  gave  that 
assurance. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Aves     ...  ...  ...  15 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  7 


ifajority 


8 


Findley,  K. 
Givens,  T. 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  T. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 


Aves. 

Pcarce.  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart.  T.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turlcy.  H. 
^  -  Teller  r 
Digitized  i^kjiO^^B^ 
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Gray,  J.  P. 
UiUen,  £.  D. 
Netld.  Colonel 
Pnlsfud.  E. 


Cnlhrie,  R.  S. 
Croli.  J.  W. 
B«M,  R.  W. 
RasKtl,  W. 


Noes. 

'  St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

TeiUr: 
Sayers,  K,  J.' 

Pahs. 

demons,  J.  S. 
Chataway,  T.  D. 
Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson.  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 
Request  agreed  .to. 

Item  358  (Printias  and  stencilling  inks 

n.e.i.).  a^eed  to. 

Item  359.  Printing  ink  invoiced  at  6d.  and 
ondei  per  lb.  ad  vaJ.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
ccat;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.40].— 
I  oxwe — 

Tkat  the  House  of  Represeotatives  be  rc- 
^nerted  to  amend  Hem  359  by  inserting  before 
the  word  "  Printing  "  the  word  '*  News." 

I  wish  the  item  to  read  "  News  printing 
uik  invoiced  at  3d.  per  lb.  'and  under  and 
in  punkages  of  not  less  than  i  cwt.,  ad 
ral.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent.  ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

SoiatoT  MiLLEN. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  making  no  provision  for  ink  invoiced 
at  6d.  per  lb.  That  would  fall  back 
under  the  previous  item  and  come  in  at 
6Jd-  per  lb. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— How  is  that? 

Senator  MnxEN. — ^That  is  the  effect  of 
the  request. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  desile  to 
do  that.  If  the  Committee  agrees  to  the 
^teiation  I  suggest,  will  news  printing 
ink  be  dutiable  at  6^d.  per  lb.? 

Senator  Millen.— No,  but  all  invoiced 
oter  3d.  per  lb.  will  be. 

Senator  FINDLEY,— I  will  deal  with 
that.  Since  the  alteraticHi  of  duty  was 
nude  in  another  place  there  is  no 
dcnbt  that  news  printing  inks  have 
been  so.  invoiced  that  not  even  an  expert 
onld  tell  the  correct  value  of  some  of  the 
inb  tavoced  between  6d.  and  is.  6d.  a  lb. 
Thev  could  not  tell  whether  the  price 
vu  correct  if  invoiced  at  6d.,  or  in* 
torrect  if  invcHced  at  is.  It  is  only 
after  the  work  has  been  ccxnpleted 
*al  one  can.  really  judge  the  quality 
of  a  particular  ink,  and  give  ah  approxi- 
■ttte  estimate  of  its  value.  That  mudi 
tiann  is  dene  by  the  alteration  made  else- 
^l^ere  is  evidenced  bv  the  fact  that  a 
<innderable  am(Mmt  Of  dumping  is  being 
on  by  the  ntakers  of  various  kin<£ 
«  ink,  particalarly  throughout  Gteat  Bri- 


tain. I  hold  in  my  hand  an  invoice  giving 
the  prira  of  jobbing  black  ink  at  7jd.  per 
lb.  Nothing  would  be  easier  than  f<x  the 
makers  to  invdce  that  ink  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Senator  Millen. — Or  at  3d. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— They  are  not 
likely  to  do  that,  because  that  would  be  a 
bit  below  the  mark.  We  find  printers* 
blue  ink  invoiced  at  is.  3d.,  and  ultra- 
marine ink  invoiced  at  is.  I  mention 
that  incidentally  to  confirm  my  statement 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  dumping  is 
carried  on. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Or  false  invoicmg. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes.  Honorable 
senators  who  feel  interested  can  consult  a 
catalogue  printed  and  published  by  one  of 
the  ink  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain, 
and  inks  which  are  invc^oed  at  the  prices 
I  have  stated  are  quoted  at  5s.,  6s.,  and 
7s.  per  lb. 

Senator  Turlev.— Why.  lower  the  duty 
if  dumping  is  going  on? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  only  propose 
to  lower  the  duty  in  respect  of  news  inks, 
so  that  those  who  want  what  is  considered 
a  better  quality  of  ink — ^job  printing  ink- 
shall  not  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
it  Iwought  in  invoiced  at  6d.  per  lb. 

Senator  MitXEN.— The  effect  of  the  re- 
quest will  be  to  increase  the  duty  on  all 
mks  over  the  value  of  66.  per  lb. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  rfFect  of  the 
request  will  be  to  prevent  some  persons 
who  are  invoicing  their  inks  under  their 
value  from  continuing  a  practice  which  is 
mimical  to  established  industries  here.  The 
manufacturers  of  the  better  qualities  of 
jobbing  inks  in  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales  have  dennmstrated  that  they  can 
turn  out  inks  equal  to  some  of  the  best 
inks  made  in  any  part  of  the  world.  But 
while  this  imfair  competition  exists,  there 
is  little  or  no  hope  of  the  success  of  the 
local  industry. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.48].— The  sole  effect  of  this  request 
will  be  to  very  mucfi  more  than  double  the 
duty  on  a  large  proportitm  of  the  imported 
inks. 

Senator  Givens. — ^Why  not  do  that  if 
we  want  to  jpiotect  Australian  manufac- 
turers ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  is  jus?t  as  well 
that  the  Committee  should  know  that 
Senator  Findley  is  proposung  to  take  all 
inks  except  those  used  by  the  big  daily 
press  

Senator  Trenwith.— And  ralsq^Jwi  Ae 
small  country  press.  Digitized  by  V^-QCfglC 
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{PrwUng  Ink). 


Senator  MILLEN.— What  Senator 
Findley  asks  is  that  every  small  jobbing 
printer  shall  pay  a  much  heavier  duty  on 
his  ink,  but  he  does  not  ask  that  the  big 
daily  press  shall  pay  more  than  30  per 
cent. 

Senator  Givens. — No;  it  railv  means 
that  the  better  quality  of  ink  shall  not  be 
thought  in  as  news  ink. 

Senator  MILLEN. — In  his  proposal. 
Senator  Findley  has  stated  the  pnoe  of 
the  ink  per  lb.,  and  set  out  that  it  shall 
be  imported  in  bulk.  He  might  just 
as  well  have  admitted  that  he  was  aslung 
the  Committee  to  more  than  double  the 
dutv,  except  in  the  case  of  the  news  ink 
used  by  the  daily  press,  and,  of  course, 
very  much  more  largely  used  by  the  big 
daily  newspapers  than  by  the  small  coun- 
try ones. 

Senator  Findley. — In  any  case,  they 
would  have  that  without  any  alteration. 

Senator  MILLEN.— No. 

Senator  Findley. — Th^  would  have 
the  better  quality  of  ink. 

Senator  MILLEN.— There  is  no  better 
quality  of  ink  used  by  the  daily  pre^  than 
by  the  up-country  press.  The  honorable 
senator  is  asking  the  Committee  to  very 
materially  increase  the  duty. 

Senator  Findley. — How? 

Senator  MILLEN. — Because  the  inks 
on  which  the  honorable  senator  proposes  to 
levy  a  duty  of  30  pw  cent,  are  those  with 
which  newspapers  am  printed,  but  all  inks 
which  are  valued  at  ni  )te  than  3d.  per  lb. 
are  to  be  brought  under  the  {H'evious  item, 
which  imposes  a  duty  of  6^6.  per  lb..  For 
instance,  inks  vhkAi  were  valued  at  fiom 
4d.  to  66.  per  lb.  will  fall  under  item  358, 
which  deals  also  with  "  Inks,  n.e.i.,  and 
be  dutiable  at  6|d.  The  duty  will  range 
from  100  to  nearly  200  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  ink.  1  am  afraid  that  Sena- 
tor Findley  does  not  quite  understand  the 
effect  of  his  request  He  says  that  his  sole 
object  is  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  manipu- 
lation of  invoices,  but  I  tell  him  that  thaf 
can  be  carried  on  under  his  proposal.  If 
the  value  is  prescribed  at  6d.  per  lb., 
men  who  have  ink  valued  at  yd.  per  lb. 
may  be  under  a  temptation  to  falsely  in- 
voice it  at  6d.,  and  it  is  exactly  the  same 
with  mra  who  have  ink  valued  at  6d.  per 
lb.  I  ask  the  Committee  to  refuse  to  im- 
pose a  duty  which  -will  equal  nearly 
200  per  cent,  on  certain  kinds  of  ink,  and 
run  down  to  100  per  cent,  on  other  kinds. 
If  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  is  not  high 
enough,  let  Senator    Findley   submit  a 


straight  proposition  to  increase  the  rate, 
and  not  attempt  to  hriag  news  ink  under 
item  358. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [3.54]. 
— I  think  that  Senator  Findley  will  achieve 
his  object  sufficiently  if  he  is  content  with 
the  insertion  of  the  word  "  News."  The 
intention  of  another  place  was  to  prevent 
inks  which  are  not  newspaper  inks  from 
being  imported  at  a  lower  duty  than  they 
should  be,  and  that  appears  to  be  what 
Senator '  Findley  desires.  I  agree  that 
the  reduction  in  value  per  lb.  of  the 
inks  which  are  to  come  m  at  that  duty- 
will  not  avail  anything  where  the  ex- 
porters or  importers  are  dishmiest.  If, 
however,  the  word  "  News "  is  inserted 
before  the  words  **  Printing  Ink,"  the 
importers  will  have  to  make  a  declaraticxi, 
and  should  they  declare  falsely  they  will 
be  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  perjury.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  package  provl- 
si(xi  ought  not  to  be  insisted  upcxi  in  order 
to  secure  the  "wholesale  instead  of  retail 
padcing  of  the  artide. 

Sendtor  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.56]. 
— I  can  see  from  Senator  Millen's  argu- 
ment  that  it  would  place  many  news- 
paper job  printers  in  a  manifestly  unfair 
position  if  the  request  were  carried  in  its 
present  fcMm.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Committee,  I  should  like  the  request 
to  be  altered  so  as  to  read— 

Newi  Printing  Ink  invoiced  at  6d.  per  lb.  aftd 
under,  and  in  packages  of  not  less  than  ^  cwt. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  only  request 
before  the  Committee  at  the  present  tinoe 
is  to  insert  the  word  "News  befcxe  the 
words  "Printing  Ink." 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3-57]- — I  ^  gl^  that  Semtor  Findley, 
has  agreed  to  alter  the  wording  of  his 
request.  I  do  not  think  that  the  use  of 
the  word  "  News "  is  material,  but  I 
shall  not  object  to  its  insertion.  The 
difference  between  news  ink  and  Jobbing 
ink  is  only  a  question  of  qualitv.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  news  ink  from  being 
used  for  jolting  work.  It  would  be  very 
difficult  to  get  a  country  prints-  to  declare 
that  ink  which  is  being  sent  to  him  for 
news  ink  primarily  would  Jiever  be 
used  on  a  rough  poster.  The  main 
thing  whidi  determines  the  diaracter 
of  any  ink  is  the  package  in  which 
it  is  imported,  and  11^  primarilv 
intended  and  used  for  newspaper  worfc 
comes  out  dn  large  packages.  Jobbing 
inks  are  exported  in  smgil  packages.  If 
the  words  "  q!»Siti^<Li(l)i©^terted  the 
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faonxable  senator  will  secure  the  object 
vhich  be  has  in  view,  even  witfaotic  (lie 
iiuertion  of  the  word  **  News." 

Seoator  Findley. — I  prefer  the  word 
"News"  to  be  inserted. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  S6uth 
Wales)  [3.58]. — It  seems  to  me  that  this 
pK^ionl  is  intended  \o  benefit  a  few  large 
{vioting  establishments,  while  alk  the 
snuller  ones  are  to  pay  a  higher  price  for 
tbnr  ioks.- 

Seaator  Findixy. — ^They  are  all  on  the 
same 'footing  in  regard  to  news  printing 

ink. 

Senator  Colonel  N  E ILD .  — In  a  1  arge 
number  of  cases  country  newspaper  c^fims 
do  jobtnng  wotIc  as  well  as  newspaper 
work. 

Senator  Firn>i.tY. — ^They  will  all  have 
to  pay  ^  same  rate  of  duty. 

Senat(^  Colonel  NEILD. — ^How  can  we 
expect  a  country  printer  to  dean  up  his 
n^lers,  and  get  out  a  new  variety  of  ink  in 
order  to  strike  off  a  few  posters  which  are 
wanted  in  a  hurry?     The  declaration  to 
which  S«iator  Trenwith  has  referred  is 
most  necessary  I  admit ;  but  I  fear  that 
it  would  lead  to  a  crop  of  perjury  cases. 
Po^le  would  be  declaring  that  "they  were 
importing  i[nk  for  newspaper  purposes,  and 
hardly  a  day  would  pass  by  without  a  lie 
being  given  to  the  d«:larati<Mi,  made,  per- 
haps, in  ^re  fcvgetfulness.  Country  prin- 
ters oertamly  would  not  clean  up  their 
rollers  merely  to  print  posters  or  dodgers 
or  anything   wanted  in    a   hurry,  and 
a  great   (teal    of   the   work   whidi  is 
done   m    country     oflSoes    is  required 
hurriedly    in    connexion    with  travelling 
shows.      It    is    ridtculoife    to  suppose 
that   they    would    clean     the  rollers, 
carefully  put  away  tlie  ink  in  respect  of 
which  declarations  have  been  made,  and 
get  out  new  ink  in  order  to  do  work  re- 
quired in  a  hurry. 

Senator    VARDON    (South  Australia) 
[4.1]. — "  News  "  ink  is  a  very  wdl-under- 
stood  term.     It  does  not  mean  ink  that 
is  used  solely  for  the  purpose  of  print- 
ing newspapers.     It  is   a  term  applied 
to  a  quality  of  ink  which  the  proprietors 
of  small  newspapers  can  purchase  cheaply, 
and  which  they  can  use  in  the  printing  of 
posters  as  well  as  of  their  newspapers.  '  If 
we  were  to  describe  this  ink  as  "  news- 
paper "  ink,  with  the  condition  that  it  was 
oily  to  be  used  for  the  printing  of  news- 
papers, the  positiffli  would  be  very  dif- 
ferent.   But  "  news  "  ink  is  merely  de- 
scriptive of  a  quality  of  ink. 


Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Hmne  Affairs)  [4.2]. — At  first  this 
request  came  as  a  surprise  to  me.  I  do  not 
think  that  Senator  Findley,  when  circu- 
lating his  list  of  requests,  intended  to  move 
this.  He  was  probably  influenced  to  some 
extent  by  a  letter  which,  I  suppose,  in  com- 
mon with  other  honorable  senators,  he  re- 
ceived during  the  day.  I  was  aware  that 
there  had  been  some  considerable  conflict 
of  .opinion  in  another  place  with  respect  to 
the  duties  to  be  imposed  on  this  and  the 
previous  item.  I  knew  that  the  matter 
had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Tariff  Ccnn- 
mission,  after  listening  to  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  pro  and  cot.  Certain  repre- 
sentaticHis  were  made  to  the  Government 
with  respect  to  the  duties  which  should  be 
imposed  in  amnexion  with  these  two  itans, 
but  other  representations  were  made  bv 
master  printers  in  other  parts  of  the  Com- 
mOTwealth,  and  it  was  precisely  because  it 
was  impossible  at  this  stage  to  get  the 
opinion  of  master  printers  in  other  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth  in  reply  to  the  repre- 
sentaticms  in  the  letter  received  to-day.  that 
I  determined  to  take  no  iK^ioe  of  the 
latter.  Senator  Findley  proposes  that  item 
359  should  read — 

News  printing  iak  invoiced  at  6d.  per  lb.  and 
under,  in  packages  containing  not  less  than  i 
cwt. 

When  the  Tariff  was  introduced  in  another 
place,  the  wording  of  this  item  was— 

News  printing  ink  invoiced  at  under  3d.  per 
lb.,  and  in  packages  of  not  leu  tban  i  cwt. 

After  cOTsiderable  discussicHi  the  previous 
item  358  was  agreed  to  as  it  stands,  at 
6^d.  and  6d.,  or,  in  the  alternative,  30 
.and  35  per  cent.,  whichever  returns  the 
higher  duty.  That  was  agreed  to  upOT 
the  understanding  that  the  Treasurer 
would  modify  the  next  item,  and  alter  ft 
frond  the  form  in  which  it  originally  ap- 
peared to  that  in  whidi  it  now  appears. 

Senator  Findley. — The  Treasurer  would 
not  have  agreed  to  the  suggested  alteration 
if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  circtmistances 
in  which  ink  is  being  imported  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Senator  KEATING.— That    may  be, 

but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  item  358  was 
passed  in  another  place  as  it  stands  in  the 
schedule  on  the  distinct  understanding  that 
item  359  would  be  altered  from  the  form 
in  which  it  was  first  introduced  to  the  form 
in  which  it  now  appears.  One  strong  argu- 
ment put  forward  for  the  adoption  of  that 
course  was  that  item  359,  as  cwieinalW  in- 
troduced, would  befi^i«i^*nKsfi)iO^|@r  to 


:d806 


[SENATE.]  T  r  <  iltms  360-363). 


persons  who  wished  to  use  ink  which  would 
be  invoiced  at  from  3d.  to  6d.,  and  would 
also  prejudice  the  proprietors  of  country 
printing  c^ces  who  did  jobbing  work  as 
well  as  the  puUicatim  of  newspapers.  Until 
Seiator  Vardon  spoke  just  now,  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  "  news  *'  printing 
ii^  was  iidc  used  solely  in  thei  printing  of 
newspapers.  Senate  Vardon  has  explained 
that  "  news "  printing  ink  has  a  de- 
finite trade  acceptati<xij  and  is  merely  .ink 
of  inferior  quality,  the  use  of  whidi  is  not 
confined  solely  to  the  printing  of  news- 
papers. In  view  of  that  explanation,  and 
as  Senator  Findley  has  altered  his  original 
proposal  frran  3d.  to  6d.,  I  see  no  objec- 
tion to  the  restoration  of  the  word 
"news."  But  I  must  say  that  at  first 
the  request  came  rather  as  a  surprise  to 
me.  As  matters  now  stand,  I  think  the 
Committee  might  ask  honorable  members 
in  atiother  place  to  put  the  item  in  the 
form  suggested  by  Senator  Findley. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (bv  Senator  Findley)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representativei  be  re- 
quested tO'fuKaer  amend  item  359  by  inKiting 
after  the  words  *' per  lb."  tbc  words  "and  in 
.packages  containing  not  less  than  i  cwt." 

Itepi  360  (Writing  ink,  &c)  agreed  to. 

Item  361.  Ceramic  Transfers  for  pottery,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [4.9]. 
— more — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
auested  to  make  item  361  (imporu  under  General 
Tariff),  free. 

These  ceramic  transfers  are  required  by 
manufacturers  of  pottery  in  Australia. 
We  hope  that  the  pottery  industry  will  be- 
come  a  Very  important  industry  in  the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator  Keating. — We  can  get  plenty 
of  these  transfers  from  the  United  King- 
d<»n. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Of  course  we  can, 
but  if  new  and  artistic  patterns  are  pre- 
pared elsewhere,  our  manufactures  will 
be  debarred  their  use  unless  they  are  pre- 
pared to  pay  duty  upon  than.  The  Go- 
vernment seem  to  have  gone  mad  in  sub- 
mitting proposals  for  an  insane  prefereiKK, 
which  amounts  to  nothing.  A  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  would  not  keep  out  artisric  pat- 
terns produced  in  countries  other  than  the 
United  Kingdom  if  they  were  approved  by 
the  public  taste,  and  our  manufacturers 
should  be  in  a  position  to  obtaip  the  most 
artistic  patterns  produced  in  any  part  of 


the  world  so  that  their  goods  may  be  made 
as  attractive  as  pottery  manufactured  else- 
where. For  these  reasons,  it  is  altogether 
inadvisable  that  the  proposed  preference 
should  be  agreed  to,  when  its  only  effect 
will  be  to  impose  an  unnecessary  tax  upon 
the  people  who  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
the  .duty. 

QuesticKH  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  9 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  14 


Majority 


•••  5 


Givens,  T. 
Lvnch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needbam,  E. 
FuUfoid,  E. 


Ayss. 

Kussell,  E.  ]. 
Stewart,  T.  C. 
Turley,  H. 

TelUr: 
Story,  W,  H. 


Noes 


de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Gould,  Lt..Coloiicl 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Keating,  J.  H.  ' 
McCoU,  J.  H. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Pearce,  G.  F. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Trenwitfi.  W.  A. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Henderson,  G. 


Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Clemoni,  J.  S. 
Dobson,  H. 
Chataway,  T.  D. 


Pahs. 

Best,  R.  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Russell,  W. 
Cioft,  J.  W. 

Questi<xi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Reqvest  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  363.  Kindergarten  Materials  prescribed- 
by  Departmental  By-laws,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  xitb 
December,  1907,  free;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4.14]. — I  ^sh  to  inquire  from  the 
Minister  whether  this  item  covers  the  raw 
material  required  for  the  Kindergarten 
Army  which  the  Government  propose  for 
the  defence  of  Australia? 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  363.  Paper  Patterns,  not  being  con- 
nected or  associated  with  advertising  matter, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  LYNCH  (Western  Australia) 
[4.15]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  363  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "not  being  connected  or  associated  with 
advertising  matter,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  there- 
of the  word  "each.'* 

My  object  is  subsequently  to  move  re- 
quests asking  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make  the  duty  ijd.  under  the  general 
Tariff  and  id.  on  imports^fron  the  United 
Kingdom.  TM^'iila^^ti^^Qgi^some- 
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ithit  insignificant  matter,  but  it  is  most 
impoitaDt  to  those  who  have  made  any 
inquiries  into  it.  The  owners  of  a  few 
London  periodUrals,  which  have  no  literary 
pretensions  whatever,  give  away  these 
paper  patterns  gratis  with  their  periodicals. 
Sametimes  as  many  as  three  or  four  sepa- 
rate patterns  are  given  away  with  a  two- 
peimy  joumai.  I.  have  here  a  sample  of 
hi^-das[  work  dune  in  Australia  by  Aus- 
traJiaD  hands.  Besides  those  engaged  in 
the  trade  of  making  the  patterns,  a  large 
amount  of  employment  is  given  to  sten- 
dllers,  printers,  and  artistic  designers. 
Those  engaged  in  the  trade  of  making  pat- 
teros  for  women's  apparel,  find  that  the 
free  p^'terns  given  away  by  British  peri- 
odkais  compete  seriously  with  them.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  impress  upon  the  Com- 
mittee the  need  for  supporting  those 
who  have  already  started  the  industry  here, 
by  giving  them  a  reasonable  degree  of 
protecnon  against  the  imfair  form  of  com- 
petition with  which  they  have  been  strug- 
gling. 

Senator  Muxen. — Where  is  the  unfair- 
ness? 

Senator  LYNCH.—I  hold  in  m;^  hand 
a  sample  of  the  oxnpetition  of .  which  the 
Australian  pattern  manufacturers  justly 
complain.  It  is  alleged  to  be  a  literary 
production,  and  has  the  usual  atxompani- 
ment  free  patterns.  It  finds  its  wa^ 
to  many  Australian  hcxnes,  and  nothing  is 
charged  for  the  patterns. 

Soiatw  St.  Ledger. — How  many  people 
are  gimi  onployment  by  the  industry  in 
Australia? 

Senator  LYNCH.— Sufficient,  at  all 
events,  to  warrant  the  production  of  an 
Australian  publication  such  as  I  have  here, 
showing  what  can  be  and  is  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. If  the  hworable  senator  will  ex- 
amine the  patterns  in  it,  he  will  find  that 
the)'  lack  nothing  in  artistic  design  and  re- 
finement of  taste.  My  object  is  to  put  a 
tax  on  the  stuff  that  is  now  circulated  here. 
free,  because  I  desire  to  see  the  people  en- 
gaged in  this  industry  protected  in  com- 
mon with  the  steel  rail  makers  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  banana,  growo-s  of 
Queensland,  and  those  employed  in  the 
timber  industry  in  various  States.  There 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  protect  the 
anall  man  as  well  as  the  large  man. 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  honorable  sena- 
tor wants  a  high  duty  on  paper  patterns 
fee  tiie  home  of  the  poor  woman,  but  a 
kw  duty  on  machinery  for  the  Western 
Australian  nrines.' 


Senator  LYNCH.—That  gag  is  getting 
blue-mouldy.  I  move  my  request  in  the 
interests  of  those  engaged  In  this  small  but 
not  inconsiderable  industry,  and  also  in  the 
subsidiary  industries  which  it  helps  along. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4.20].— This  Chamber  has 
reached  about  the  lowest  depth  of  degra- 
dation in  a  proposal  of  this  character  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
senator  must  not  refer  to  the  Chamber  in 
those  terms. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  will  withdraw 
those  words,  and  say  that  the  proposal 
now  made  is  about  the  most  degrading 
which  has  yet  been  made  in  connexion  with 
the  Tariff. 

Senator  Findley. — Is  that  remark  in 
order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
senator  must  not  refer  to  any  request  as  de- 
grading. I  ask  him  to  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Very  well.  I 
will  withdraw  all  phrases  and  let  the  pro- 
posal stand  on  its  own  merits  or  dwnerits, 
whatever  they  may  be,  but  no  proposal  has 
yet  been  made  which  will  serve  outside  this 
thamber  as  a  better  illustration  of  the  spirit 
which  pervades  the  Tariff  as  a  whole.  The 
paper  patterns  referred  to  are  used  by 
nearly  every  woman  in  Australia.  We  are 
to  impose  taxation  of  an  absurd  diaracter 
upon  the  women  of  Australia  because,  per- 
haps, half-a-dozen  vcxnen  or  girls  are  get- 
ting a  small  amount  of  employn^t. 

Senator  Millen. — In  reproducii^  pat- 
terns designed  on  the  other  side  of  die 
world. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  suppose  they 
reproduce  patterns  which  have  been  created 
in  the  great  fashion  centres  of  the  world. 
The  majority  of  Australian  women  get  in 
the  course  of  the  year  a  number  of  pat- 
terns, and  a  proposal  to  tax  them  in  this 
absurd  fashion  for  the  sake  of  a  few  people 
will  surely  not  commend  itself  to  the  judg- 
ment of  die  Ccunmittee.  We  have  sought 
in  various  ways  in  dealing  with  the  Tariff 
to  lower- taxaticH^  wherever  possible  on  the 
women  of  Australia.  I  understand  that 
a  special  reduction  was  made  in  the  case 
of  gloves.  I  hope  we  shall  not  take  the 
frtep  now  suggested,  because  if  we  do  we 
shall  put  ourselves  in  a  position  which 
you,  sir,  would  not  allow  me  fully  to 
describe. 

.  Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  {4-241-— 
Some  honcH-able  senators  ane-wid^  the  im- 
pression that  thi&  ^itee^in^fi^gl^hicb 
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should  not  engage  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Committee,  but  from  a  protectionist 
point  of  view  it  is  very  important.  There 
.are  in  this  State,  as  well  as  in  two  or 
three  others,  industries  that  have  been 
created  in  this  particular  line,  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  considerable  numb^  of 
women.  It  is  a  very  nice  line  of  occupa- 
ti(Mi,  but  the  industry  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  some  time,  seriously  threatened  by  tiie 
manifestly  unfair  c(»npetiti(Hi  of  those  en- 
gaged in  similar  work  abroad. 

Senator  PulsfOrd.— Why  manifestly 
unfair  ? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Because  there  are 
publications  coming  into  the  Ccnnmonwealth 
duty  free,  the  publishers  of  which  have 
been  approached  by  the  paper  pattern 
people  with  an  offer  of  their  surplus  sup- 
ply, in  order  to  advance  their  circulation, 
and  have  no  doubt  been  subsidized  by 
these  pattern  people  with  a  view  to  get- 
ting the  patterns  sent  to  the  Commonwealth 
without  charge.  The  publishers,  as  they 
receive  an  advantage  from  the  pattern 
people,  are  only  too  glad  to  put  the  i>at- 
tems  inside  their  periodicals. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  not  the  subsidy  the 
other  way  about?  Why  ^ould  the  pat- 
tern-makers give  their  patterns  for  nothing? 

Senator  FJNDLEY. — The  patterns  are 
put  in  the  periodicals  with  no  description 
upon  them,  but  they  are  advertised  in  an- 
other part  of  the  periodical  at  so  much 
each.  Buying  the  pap»s  is  like  dipping 
*  into  a  lucky  bag.  You  take  your  chance 
of  what  the  pattern  will  be,  and  people  de- 
siring to  get  a  particular  pattern  often  keep 
on  buying  the  periodical. 

SenatcHT  Mzllen. — So  it  is  die  periodical 
that  the  honorable  senator  wants  to  keep 
out? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No.  I  want  to 
keep  out  the  patterns  because  the  industry 
has  been  established  here,  and  so  long  as 
they  are  allowed  to  come  in  free  in  the 
magazines  it  is  manifestly  unfair  trading.^ 

Senator  Lynch. — Let  them  stick  to  their 
last. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Let  the  news- 
paper man  stick  to  his  business,  and .  not 
mix  it  up  with  patterns.  A  oraiaderable 
number  of  wranen  are  employed  in  Austra- 
lia in  pattern  making,  while  work  is  given 
to  engravers  and  printers.  The  industry 
directly,  and  indirectly,  provides  a  OMi- 
siderable  amount  of  employment. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [4.28],— This  item 
was  free  in  the  1902  Tariff,  and  the  TariflF 


C<Hnmission  reccMumended  that  it  should 
still  be  free.  The  Government  proposed 
that  patterns  should  be  dutiable  at  5  pex 
cent.'  (General  Tariff),  and'  free  (United 
Kingdom).  When  the  Tariff  Commission 
investigated  the  matter,  several  witnesses 
attend^].  The  main  conplaint  <rf  those 
engaged  in  making  patterns  was  that  diey 
had  to  pay  15  per  cent,  upon  the  paper 
which  they  used,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
that  should  be  made  free.  Some  of  the  manu- 
facturers said  it  would  satisfy  them  if  that 
were  done.  One  witness,  a  dealer  in  art 
needlework  and  paper  patterns  in  Sydney, 
objected  to  the  impositiwi  of  a  duty  upon 
paper  patterns  chi  the  grounds  that — 

I.  They  were  practically  raw  material,  being 
of  no  value  till  worked  up ; 

3.  They  were  tools  of  trade  to  very  manv  in- 
dustrious women,  who  made  up  the  garment* 
of  the  household; 

3.  It  would  give  but  little  employment  even 
if  the  whole  of  the  Australian  trade  were  K- 
cured]  and, 

4.  It  has  been  successfully  carried  on  for 
years  without  duty. 

The  Tariff  Commission  also  quote  that  wit- 
ness as  saying  that — 

A  duty  on  paper  patterns  would  seriously  in- 
crease their   cost.     The   freedom   from  duty 
of  the  paper  for  local  makers  would  not  be 
objected  to. 

It  must  be  apparoit  that  these  articles  are 
used  practically  as  tools  of  trade  by-  many 
perscxis.  Thoe  has  hitherto  been  no  duty 
upon  them  while  their  manufacturers  have 
heea  paying  15  per  cent,  oa  tb«r  raw 
material.  Considering  that  the  finished 
articles  are  used  for  the  purposes  of  other 
industries,  and  that  the  manufacturers  have 
in  the  past  been  subjected  to  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent,  on  thetr  raw  material,  while  they 
have  had  no  protection  against  ccxnpering 
patterns  craning  from  abroad,  they  are 
surely  in  a  very  much  better  position  now 
with  the  15  per  cent,  duty  removed  from 
their  raw  material,  and  a  5  per  cent,  duty 
imposed  oh  completed  patterns  coming 
from  foreign  countries.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  the  wisdom  of  adhering  to 
the  duties  as  they  stand.  If  honcH-able 
senators  refer  back  to  item  356,  paragraph 
BB,  they  will  notice  diat  copying,  tissue* 
and  tissue  cap  paper,  and  paper  iot  paper 
patterns  are  now  free.  Thty  have  been 
relieved  of  the  15  per  cent,  duty,  and  al- 
though paper  patterns  come  in  freely  from 
Great  Britain,  as  before,  they  do  not  come 
in  freely  from  abroad.  .  As  to  the  neces- 
sity of  these  pap^Jo^  ^@E@igp&poseSf 
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the  poGitioD  is.  I  ttunk,  a  much  im|Mcoved 
(ne  for  tbe  paper  pattern  manufacturers, 
and  conserves  the  interests  of  other 
workers  who  are  interested. 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
[4.J1]. — I  hope  the  Committee  will  follow 
the  advice  given  by  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs.  If  there  are  any  goods  which 
should  be  admitted  duty  free,  they  are 
those  which  come  under  this  item.  When 
Senator  Findley  stated  that  the  patterns 
imported,  are  surplus  patterns,  I  really 
tbvik  he  knew  that  his  statement  was  inac- 
curate. His  experience  must  teach  him 
that  in  all  publications  the  greater  the  cir- 
culation the  more  valuable  the  producticxi 
is.  These  patterns  are  published  by  hun- 
dreds of  thousands,  and  distributed 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  Artists  of 
tbe  very  highest  class,  receiving  large  sala- 
ries, are  engaged  to  produce  them,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that,  with  the  limited  circu- 
lation in  Australia,  they  could  not  be  pro- 
duced at  a  cost  of  less  than  about  ten  times 
the  price  at  which  pco^  are  at  present 
en:U)led  to  buy  th^.  There  is  scarcely  a 
home  in  Australia  the  wives  ahd  daughters 
of  which  do  not  receive  a '  benefit  from 
hanng  these  patterns  placed  within  their 
reach  at  a  nominal  price,  and  to  impose 
such  a  duty  as  is  proposed  on  stich  ar- 
ticles, the  value  of  which  is  inestimable, 
is  absurd.  Local  publishers  are  not  in 
a  position  to  give  the  same  value  as  re- 
gards artistic  work  of  this  kind  as  the 
publishers  of  London  and  Paris,  who  em- 
ploy the  best  artists. 

Senator  Lynch.  —  Why  did  you  not 
think  of  that  on  steel  rails? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  know  at  tiines  my 
ttonorable  friend  has  an  extraordinary 
amount  of  ccxnmon  sense,  but  at  other 
times  displays  an  extraordinary  l^k  of  it. 
Perhaps  the  honorable  senator  will  be  able 
to  eiplain  what  steel  rails  have  to  do  with 
patterns,  when  I  have  done.  I  can  only 
say  that  if  this  item  were  one  pertaining  to 
Western  Australia,  I  am  sure  my  honor- 
able friend  would  jump  to  the  rescue  of 
the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  at  once. 
But  he  indicates  that  lie  is  going 
to  support  a  duty  on  an  article  which 
goes  into  the  home  of  every  woman  in 
Australia,  and  is  valuable  to  her  in  r^rd 
to  her  home  affairs.  It  is  proposed  to 
put  a  duty  on  a  large  number  of  artistic 
newspapers,  which  the  ladies  and  women 
of  Australia  know  the  value  of. 

Senator  Needham. — ^What  is  the  dif- 
ference? 


Senator  GRAY. — I  will  say  the  wonm 
of  Australia,  if  the  htxiorable  aoiator 
takes  any  exception  to  the  term  I  used. 
My  idea  is  that  there  is  no  nobler  word 
than  "  woman,"  but  the  articles  coming 
under  the  Item  go  into  the  highest  as  well 
as  the  humblest  of  hcnnes. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  the  honorable 
sraator  say  that  this  duty  would  be  a  tax 
on  the  people  who  take  the  papers  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — Absolutely. 

Senator  Findley. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  reconcile  that  with  the  vote 
he  gave  on  steel  rails  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  thought  that  was 
another  "steel  ndls"  friend.  Some 
honorable  senators,  when  they  find 
they  have  no  evidence  to  back  up  thrir 
arguments,  immediately  fly  to  some 
single  instance  that  has  nothing  to  do  witi? 
the  subject  under  discussi<Mi.  If  the 
mover  of  the  request  had  as  much  evidena 
before  him  on  this  matter  as  I  and  other 
honorable  senators  had  in  favour  of  the 
duty  on  steel  rails,  I  venture  to  say  be 
would  nc^  have  made  such  a  foolish  pro- 
position as  to  put  a  tax  on  these  patterns: 
and  not  only  that,  but  to  indirectly  in- 
crease *the  cost  of  the  magazines  which 
import  the  patterns.  I  hc^,  that  con- 
sidering all  sides  of  the  case,  the  Com- 
mittee will  support  the  Government. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4.36]. — There  is  one  point  thai 
has  not  beoi  mentioned,  and  I  think  it 
is  worthy  of  note.  These  patterns  car 
hardly  be  turned  out  in  Australda  with- 
out a  pattern  obtained  from  the  hones  of 
fashion  in  the  Old  World  to  work  upm. 

Senator  Millen. — They  are  mostly  re- 
productions. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Exactly. 
And  if  they  are  kept  out  of  Australia 
we  shall  find  that  people  here  will  get 
single  copies  of  'the  patterns,  and  pirate 
them  wholesale.  Senator  Gray  says  it  is 
costly  to  reproduce  the  patterns,  but  ii 
would  be  impossible  to  protect  them  bv 
any  form  of  copyright  or  patent,  as  "the} 
are  annuig  out  contimiously.  Therefore: 
if  the  proposed  duty  is  pla<»d  on  than, 
people  in  Australia  will  be  able  to  pirate 
the  work  of  the  brains  and  the  hands  oi 
other  people.  I  intend  to  vdte  for  tht 
item  to  be  free. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[4-38]. — I  shall  vote  against  the  request 
for  the  reason  that  the  mo^  unsatisfactor\ 
I  nformation  has  been  giv&x  in  support  of 
Mt,  and  I  may  D^edSi^fcot^lemataf 
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Lynch  does  not  give  satisfactory  infra:- 
mahiwi  in  such  a  case,  the  reason  must 
be  that  there  is  no  satisfactory  informaticxi 
to  give.  We  have  received  no  vatas- 
matkm  as  to  what  number  of  people  are 
concerned  in  this  industry,  and  have  not 
been  told  what  is  the  relative  proporticm 
beiween  the  proposed  duty  and  the  value 
of  the  article  whicli  is  to  be  the  subject 
of  the  dut)-.  Senator  Lynch  wishes  to 
j)ut  duties  of  ijd.  or  id.  on  each  pat- 
tern, ami  has  not  told  us  what  proportion 
the  duty  in  eith»  case  would  bear  to  the 
actual  00^  of  production. 

Senator  Pulspord. — About  1,000  to  7. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— A  duty  of 
i\d.  or  id.  on  these  patterns,  Avhich  en- 
joy almost  universal  circulation,  would 
not  be  under  200  per  cent.  Especially  in 
\ie\v  of  the  strong  arguments  advanced 
by  the  Minister  of  HcHne  Aff^rs  in  sup- 
jmrt  of  the  stand  the  Government  has 
(aken  up,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we 
have  had  no  satisfactory  informatim  in 
supptwt  of  the  request,  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  sit  down  heavily  upon  it. 

Senator  VARDON  {South  Australia) 
[4.42]. — I  look  on  the  proposed  duty  as 
a  tax  on  our  homes,  because  many  of  the 
daughters  of  our  homes,  who  are  clever 
with  their  needles,  buy  these  patterns,  and 
are  able  to  make  blouses  and  dresses  for 
themselves,  thus  saving  a  great  deal  of 
expense  in  employing  other  people  to  do 
the  work.  As  I  lode  upon  the  pn^iosed 
duty  simply  as  a  tax  in  that  way,  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  at  all  fair  to  vote 
for  Jt 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [4.44].— I 
do  not  know  what  relation  the  duty  pro- 
jjosed-  bears  to  the  value  of  the  article, 
and,  possibly,  the  duty  indicated  may  be 
somewhalt  high.  At  the  same  time,  I  must 
certainly  dissent  from  the  view  that  our 
own  people  cannot  design  these  patterns. 
We  have  been  told  that  they  would  simply 
pirate  whiOt  has  been  done  in  other  coun- 
tries. I  think  we  should  encourage  the 
arti.stic  faculties  of  our  people.  I  have 
shown  to  the  CcxnnAtee  swne  postcards 
produced  in  Australia,  and  I  have  never 
seen  them  surpassed,  and  rarely  equalled. 
There  is  a  30  per  cent,  duty  on  posft- 
rards  now,  which  has  encouraged  the 
artist  to  get  them  out.  If  we  do  not 
make  a  start  in  encouraging  our  pec^Ie 
we  shall  not  aftain  to  anything  like  perfec- 
tion. The  duty  proposed  may  be  some- 
what high,  but  if   the  mover  were  to 


modify  it  I  think  the  Committee  might 
support  him.  At  any  rate,-  I  will  vofite 
iot  his  request. 

Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  364.  (A)  Pens,  n.e.i.,  without  holders, 
or  not  including  holders,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

(B)  Ink  Stands,  Fountain  Pens,  Pencils  n.e.i., 
and  Rulers,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent.;  and  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907,  5 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent. ;  and 
on  and  after  nth  December,  1907,  free. 

(c)  Academy  Boards,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
»907»  5  pel"  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  25  per 
cent. ;  and  on  and  after  itth  Decem^r,  1907, 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4-46]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Repreientatives  be.  re- 
quested to  amend  item  364,  paragraph  A,  by 
leaving  out  ail  the  words  after  the  letters  n.e.i., 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  Pen- 
holders of  iMoe  or  metal  (except  gold  or  silTcr, 
or  gold  and  silver  plated)  and  Wood  Pencils 
having  metal  protectors,  free." 

1  may  draw  atVenticm  to  the  fact  that 
under  item  329,  the  Canmittee  agreed  to 
make  wooden  penholders  free.  I  hold 
in  my  hand  a  card  of  school  requisites. 
There  are  a  number  of  penholders  of  bone, 
metal,  and  wood,  all  priced  at  id.  X 
des-Ire  to  make  bone  and  metal  holders 
duty  free.  They  are  clean  and  whole- 
some.  The  youngst^s  canndt  chew  them, 
and  thus  there  are  no  chewed  ends  to  be- 
come the  medium  of  infection.  Here 
is  a  school  pencil  with  a  metal  protector 
for  its  top.  It  is  used  in  every  public 
school.  It  seems  to  me  that  after  we  have 
been  freeing  school  requisities,  it  would  be 
preposterous  to  charge  a  duty  on  these 
small  items. 

S»iator  MiLLEN. — ^Are  these  descrip- 
tions requisite,  seeing  that  the  letters 
"  n.e.i."  are  used7 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  think  so, 
but  on  that  p>oint  I  am  quite  willing  to  be 
guided  by  the  Minister  ajnd  his  expert  ad- 
viser. While  we  are  encouraging  educatiMi 
in  every  way,  we  ought  not  to  impose  a 
duty  on  articles  of  bone  or  metal,  which 
are  of  the  same  value  as  articles  of  wood, 
and  freer  from  the  risk  of  transmitting 
germs  of  disease. 

S«iator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [4.48]. — The  honor- 
able senator  practically  projioses  to  leave, 
us  the  onlv  pens  and  penholders  that  will 
be  dutiable,  those  which  are^ manufactured 
wholly  or  partly  og^jpgidbpijit^glEhaTO 
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DO  objedkn  to  that  object  being  achieved, 
bat  1  draw  the  attenti<n  of  the  Committee 
to  the  fact  that  I  have  given  notice  of  a 
rfries  of  requests  foK  the  insertion  of  dew 
paragraphs,  ranging  from  o  to  i,  in  item 
364.  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  to  that 
item  articles  which  appear  elsewhere  in 
the  scheQule.  If  Senator  N'eild  will  re- 
frain from  pressing  his  request  just  now, 
I  fbill  be  agreeable  to  allow  him, 
uttbout  specifically  mentioning  *'  bone " 
(Tf  "wood/'  to  move  a  request  prac- 
ticaily  stating  that  all  penholders  ex- 
*vj<  those  made  partly  or  wholly  of  gold 
or  tUxer  shall  be  free.  If  we  make  a  re- 
quest  for  the  insertion  of  a  new  paragraph 
— >— that  wiii  cover  everything  which  he 
daim  to  adiieve.  The  intermediate  para- 
graphs, in  respect  of  which  I  prc^xKe  to 
anKc  requests,  are  a  little  complicated,  as 
boaonUe  senators  will  observe  if  they  will 
cdd  them,  but  they  are  required  in  order 
to  validate  practices  whi(±i  have  taken 
piaae  up  to  the  present  time. 

Senator  Colonel  N£iU3.~Will  that  cover 
pndls  with  metal, or  bone  protectors? 

Senator  KEATING. — New  paragraph 
t  will  irK:lude  pencils  of  wood  with  metal, 
rubber,  or  other  attachments.  At  the  pre- 
feot  time,  they  are  being  charged  as  fancy 
goods,  under  item  326 ;  but,  under  the  new 
paragraph,  they  will  be  admitted  free  from 
the  L'nrted  Kingdom,  and  at  5  per  cent, 
from  other  countries.  That  vrill  cover  pen- 
rih.  So  far  as  pens  are  oxioemed,  I  ^atl 
he  agreeable  to  make  free  all  except  those 
wluch  are  made  wbtrfly  or  partly  ox  gold  or 
alter. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — In  the  drcum- 
ttanoes.  I  very  willingly  fall  in  with  the 
mention  of  the  Minister.  No  doubt  he 
ii  the  best  judge  of  how  these  matters 
should  be  arranged,  and,  as  the  result  will 
be  the  same  to  the  parent,  I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  the  request. 

Request,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Senaibr  KEATING  <Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  AflFairs)  {4.50].— Pursuant  to 
Dotioe,  I  move — 

T%at  the  Home  of  Krprrspntatives  be  re- 
<)<KUed  to  «innid  item  364  by  adding  the  follow- 

oe  new  paragraph  : — "  (d)  Pencils  and  Pen- 
mderi  of  wood,  free;  »nd  on  and  after  7th 
Dracnber,  t^foj  (D)  Pencils  of  wood,  but  not 
tbclBdiag  Pencils  with  metal  or  other  clamps  or 

uijclwenti,  also  Pen  Handles  of  wood  (to. 
tlodiBS  metal  attachments  for  diIm),  free." 

I  may  explain  that  this  is  a  request  for  the 
transfer  of  item  329  as  it  stands  to  this 
put  of  the  x^edule. 
Hequest  agreed  to. 


Senator  KEATING  (Tasmaniar-Minis- 
ter  of  Htxne  Affairs)  [4.513- — In  accord- 
ance with  the  notice  I  gaxe,  I  mo\'e — 

That  the   House  of   Representatives   be  re* 

a nested  to  further  amend  item  by  adding 
le  following  new  paragraph  : — "(k)  Fancy  Pen- 
cils, ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent.;  and  on  and 
after  7th  December,  1907  (General  Tariff),  30 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom],  35  per  cent." 

This  is  a  new  paragraph,  which  we  desire 
the  other  House  to  insert  in  this  place  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  clearness.  At  the 
present  time,  tlM»e  articles  are  dealt  with 
as  fancy  goods  imder  item  326,  whtdi  im- 
poses duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[4.56J. — I  should  like  to  know  what  is 
the  Alinister's  idea  of  a  fanqr  pencil.  I 
suppose  that  it  is  cme  which  takes  a  man's 
faiKy.  Fancy  pencils"  will  be  an  ex- 
traordinary working  phrase.  We  are  really 
asked  to  impose  a  duty  without  under- 
standing what  articles  will  be  covered 
by  the  phrase,  or  how  the  Depart- 
ment can  possibly  interpret  what  it 
is  meant  to  cover.  I  suggest  to  the  Minis- 
ter that  he  should  not  press  the  request 
for  the  insertion  of  this  new  paragraph  e, 
but  should  deal  with  the  matter  in  new 
paragrai^  G  by  adding  the  words  "  Fancy 
Cases  made  wholly  or  partly  of  gold,  sil- 
ver, aluminium,  or  nickel."  That  is,  I 
think,  the  ccxnmon  or  trade  definition  of 
a  fancy  pencil  or  pencil  case.  A  very  large 
number  of  the  pencils  which  are  used  are 
really  pencil  cases,  because  they  can  be 
folded  and  put  in  one's  pocket.  Some  of 
them  are  made  of  wood,  and  these  pro- 
bably will  be  taxed  at  5  per  cent,  when  im- 
ported from  foreign  countries,  and  ad- 
mitted free  from  Great  Britain.  But  a 
fancy  pencil  might  be  made  of  any  kind  of 
material.  If  we  fail  to  define  what  we 
mean  by  "  Fancy  Pencils,"  it  will  be  very 
hard  for  the  Department  to  interpret  the 
words. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania—Minis- 
ter of  Honae  Affairs)  [5.0]. — Although  to 
sc»ne  of  us  it  mi;y  appear  rather  difficult  to 
define  a  "fancy"  pencil,  it  is  such  a  ijejicil 
as  would  ordinarily  be  regarded  by  the 
trade  as  coming  within  the  category  of 
"fancy  goods,"  and  there  has  been  very 
little  dispute  between  the  Customs  autho- 
rities and  the  trade  as  to  the  goods  which 
come  within  that  general  designation.  I 
point  out  further  that  to  accept  the  hon- 
orable senator's  suggestion  to  include 
these  goods  in  paragraph  c  would  not  ef- 
fect one  of  the  purposeS|<^have  j»entioned 
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for  moving  my  request,  namely,  the  vali- 
datifHi  of  the  coUectini  of  di^  that  has 
hitherto  taken  place  under  the  Tariff. 
If  it  were  not  necessary  to  validate  the 
ot^lection  of  duty  on  these  articles  at  35 
per  (xnt.,  I  should  be  prepared  to  fall  in 
with  Senator  St.  Ledger's  suggestion. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [5.2]. — In  accordance 
with  notice,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  364  by  adding  the 
following  new  paragraph  : — "  (F)  Pencils  of 
Wood,  with  metal  rubber  or  other  attachments, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  free." 

The  object  here  again  is  greater  clearness. 
These  articles  were  dutiable  as  fancy  goods 
under  item  326.  At  present  they  are  re- 
garded as  dutiable  under  364,  paragraph 
B,  pencils  n.e.i.,  at  5  per  cent,  and  free, 
but  so  that  there  shall  be  no  douto  on  die 
subject,  it  is  thought  well  that  they  should 
appear  in  the  Tariff  in  the  form  I  have 
{H-oposed. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
tee  of  Home  Affairs)  [5.3]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
quested  to  further  amend  item  364  by  adding 
the  following  ucw  paragraph  : — '*  (G)  Pencil 
Cases,  Pen  and  Pencil  Sets,  and  Pen  holders 
a.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent." 

This  is  a  transfer  bodily  of  these  articles 
from  item  327A,  covering  manufactured 
stationery.  We  propose  to  ronove  them 
from  that  item  to  what  is  regarded  as  a 
more  appropriate  place  in  the  Tariff. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.4]. — Does  the  Minister  propose 
that  there  should  be  so  high  a  duty  as  30 
per  cent.,  or  25  per  cent.,  upon  the 
cheaper  pencil  cases  ?  There  are  all  kinds 
of  pencil  cases  besides  gold  and  silver 
pencil  cases.  There  are  aluminium  and 
nickel  pencil  cases,  and  some  made  of 
vegetable  ivory.  Does  the  Minister  pro- 
pose these  high  duties  on  all  these  goods? 

Senator  Keating. — ^Yes,  they  were  in- 
cluded in  the  general  item  of  manufac- 
tured stationery  under  the  old  Tariff,  and 
previously  under  this  Tariff. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[5.5]. — I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  agree 
to  amend  his  request  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  cases "  the  words  "  wholly  or 
partly  of  gold,  silver,  aluminium,  or 
nickel."  These  are  the  wily  pencil  cases 
which  X  think  should  bear  so  high  a  duty 


as  30  or  35  per  cent.  I  UOas  it  that 
any  man  who  wishes  to  have  a  gtdd  peninl 
— to  hang  on  his  watch  chain-— should  be 
prepared  to  pay  a  reasonable  duty  on  it ; 
but  the  ordinary  fancy  folding  pencdl 
cases  which  many  of  us  like  to  have 
should  not  be  dutiable  at  so  high  a  rate. 
I  am  afraid  that  notwithstanding  the  Min- 
ister's expressed  intention,  unless  we  are 
very  careful,  the  Customs  officers  may  de- 
pend upon  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  impose 
higher  duties  on  these  goods  than  honor- 
able senators  generally  believe  they  should 
bear.    I  formally  move — 

That  the  request  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "cases"  the  words  ''wholly  or 
partly  of  gold,  silver,  aluminium,  or  nickel." 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [5.7]. — I  hope  that 
the  honorable  senator  will  not  press  his 
amendment.  I  have  pointed  out  that  the 
request  I  have  submitted  proposes  a 
bodily  transfer  of  these  articles  from  the 
very  comprehensive  item  327A  under  which 
they  would  be  dutiable  at  30  and  25  per 
cent,  and  under  which  those  duties  have 
already  been  collected  upm  them.  These 
requests  are  being  made  in  order  that  any 
one  may  readily  see  the  dtfties  imposed  on 
these  articles.  I  f  Senator  St.  Ledger 
considers  the  other  allied  items  in  con- 
juncticai  with  the  request  which  Senator 
Nelld  intends  to  propose,  and  which  I 
have  agreed  to  support,  he  will  see  that 
it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  duties  of  30 
and  25  per  cent,  will  be  charged  on  tiie 
cheaper  kinds  of  pendl  cases.  I  think 
also  ithat  it  would  be  wise  not  to  speci- 
fically set  out  the  materials  of  these  goods, 
as  by  so  doing  it  is  possible  we  might  omit 
one  or  two  which  ought  to  be  mentioned. 

SenatOT  St.  Ledger. — In  view  of  the 
Minister's  explanation,  I  shall  ncA  press 
my  amendment. 
*    Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  H<xiie  Affairs)  [5.10]. — ^I  move — ■ 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  364  by  adding  the 
following  new  paragraph: — "  (h)  School  Pen 
and  Pencil  Sets  and  Boxes,  free." 

This  is  merely  a  transfer  of  item  330,  the 
item  to  which  Senator  Neild  referred  in 
conjunction  with  item  329. 
Request  agreed  ta 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [5.11]. — I  move — 

That    the    House   of    Representatives   be  re* 

Juested  to  further  amend  item.364by  adding  the 
ollowing  new  para8i^{^(;-n7't{i4CE@i^i0'eBcU 
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Sets  and  Boxes,  ad  Tal.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. ; 
and  «n  and  after  7th  December,  1907  {Generiil 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35 
per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after   .    .    1908,  free." 

This  is  a  new  item.  These  articles  are 
DOW  classed  with  fancy  goods,  and  we  de- 
sire to  make  them  free.  The  duty  00 
them  under  the  general  Tariff  was  35  per 
cent,  up  to  the  7  th  December  last,  after 
which  the  duty  under  the  general  Tariff 
was  30  per  cerJc.  We  wish  to  take  them 
out  of  the  previous  item  in  which  they 
were  included,  and  make  them  free,  from 
a  date  which  must  later  on  be  decided  by 
Parliament. 

Request  agreed  ta 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.12]. — In  accordance  with  <the 
suggestion  of  the  Minister,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  364  by  adding  the 
following  new  paragraph  : — "  (j)  Penholders, 
other  than  of  wood,  and  not  being  partly  or 
wholly  made  of  gold  or  silver,  free." 

Request  agreed  to. 

Postponed  item  329  And  on  and 

after  7th  December,  1907 — Pencils  of  wood,  but 
not  including  Pencils  with  metal  or  other 
clamps  or  attachments,  also  penhandles  of 
wood  (incIudiDg  metal  attachmcDta  for  nibs), 
free. 

Request  (by  Senator  Keating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  leave  out  jtem  339. 

Postponed  item  330.  School  Pen  and  Pencil 
Sets  and  Boxes,  free. 

Request  (by  SenatOT  Keating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  te< 
quested  to  leave  out  item  330. 

Item  365  (Maps)  agreed  to. 

Soiator  GivENS. — I  have  a  request  to 
prc^)06e  on  item  365. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  declared  the 
item  passed. 

Item  366.  Globes :  geographical,  topographi- 
cal, and  astronomical,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [5-i6]- 
—I  intended  to  move  that  both  these  items, 
which  cover  purely  educational  requisites, 
should  be  free  in  both  columns.  I  move- 
That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  (imports  under 
General  Tariff),  free. 

The  item  was  free  under  the  former  Tariff, 
and  both  sections  of  the  Tariff  Commission 
leoonunended  that  it  should  be  free  in  this. 


Why  should  we  put  a  tax  upon  globes  or 
maps  when  we  know  that  the  work  of  pro- 
ducing them  cannot  be  absolutely  correctly  ' 
done  in  any  one  country,^  but  requires  col- 
laboratioQ  ? 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  against  the  5  per  cent,  duty  on  any- 
thing. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  am,  but  the  hon- 
orable senator  is  a  free-trader,  and  is  al- 
ways prepared  to  tax  the  Australian  tax- 
payer for  the  benefit  of  the  British  manu- 
facturer, while  he  will  not  tax  him  fw  tiie 
benefit  of  the  Australian  manufacturer. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  always  against  Great  Britain. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor IS  always  against  Australia,  even  on 
free-trade  items. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [5.i8].~I  hope  the 
honorable  senator  will  see  that  it  is  ad- 
visable to  retain  the  item  as  it  stands,  be- 
cause we  can  get  the  most  of  these  articles 
that  we  want  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  as  there  will  be  no  duty  in  the  second 
column  there  will  be  no  tax  upon  the  Enow- 
ledge  thus  acquired.  There  was  a  neces- 
sity in  the  previous  item  for  making  some 
differentiation  between  the  maps  of  Aus- 
tralia and  of  other  countries,  because  there 
is  at  present  being  very  extensively  used 
m  all  the  States  of  the  Cwnmonwealth  a 
recently -issued  map  of  Australia  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  hon- 
orable senator  is  not  in  order  in  discussing 
the  previous  item. 

Senator  KEATING.— It  is,  at  anv  rate, 
desirable  that  we  should  encourage  the  im- 
portation free  of  what  we  know  will  be 
reliable,  when  we  know  that  information 
conoeming  Australia  that  oomes  from 
other  countries  is  often  most  misleading, 
and,  instead  of  being  educational,  has  the 
verv  opposite  effect. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.19].— The  Minister  has  shown 
that  the  5  per  cent,  duty  is  practically  a 
bogus  preference,  because  he  says  that  no- 
thing will.  ccMne  ixom  foreign  countries. 

Senator  Keating. — ^With  the  5  per  cent, 
dutv  imposed. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— The  Minister 
said  that  practically  everything  came  from 
Great  Britain. 

Senator  Keating. — I  said  that  we 
could  get  from  Great  Britain  all  that  we 
wanted  from  abroad. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— In  the  circum- 
stances the  charg©,jtgajrij§t(isi@igOiteintries 
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b  of  no  advantage,  even  from  a  protec- 
tionist point  of  view.  I  shall  Vote  for  the 
request. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  9 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  15 


Majority 


Givcns,  T. 
Gray,  J.  P, 
Lyocb,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Pulsford,  E. 


de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E 
Fraaer,  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-CoI(»el 
Keating  J.  H. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
Millen,  t.  D. 
Nctid,  ColoQcl 


Ates. 

Sl«wart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Turley.  H. 

Teller: 
Needfaanii  E. 

Nobs. 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  ]. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  LedEEcr,  A.  J. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Vardon,  J, 

Teller: 
Henderson,  G. 

PjUU 

Croft,  J.  W. 
Hiithrie,  R.  S. 
Best.  R.  W. 
RusseU,  W. 


Cbataw^y,  T.  D. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
D<4»oa.  H. 

Questi(»i  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  367  (Parchment)  j  item  368  (School 
and  Drawing  Slates) ;  and  item  369  (Stay 
Paper  and  Stay  Cloth),  agreed  to. 

Item  370.  Licbt.pausrohpapicT,  and  l«aUier- 
ette,  ad  val.  (General  TarifT),  5  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [5.25]. — I  move —  - 

Tliat  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  370  by  leaving  out  the 
word  "  Licht-pausroh papier,"  and  inserting  the 
following  new  paragraph  : — '*  (B)  Licht-pausroh- 
papier,  free." 

This  article  should  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  we  have  treated  "  paper  specially 
prepared  tor  coating  with  photographic 
emulsiwis,"  under  paragraph  dd,  of  item 
356.  I  understand  that  it  is  paper  pre- 
pared in  that  way,  although  it  is  not  used 
for  taking  photographs  in  the  ordinary 
sense.  It  is  used  for  taking  faelio  prints  of 
desi^s. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[5.27]. — Is  there  any  cfcjection  to  using  the 
English  term  for  licht-ps-usrohpapier?  It 
means  light  tracing  paper  unprepared.  It 
is  brought  in,  sensitized  in  Australia,  and 
used  for  the  purpose  of  reproducing  archi- 
tects' and  engineers'  plans  by  a  very  simple 
process  known  as  heliographing.    This  paper 


is  also  unported  prepared  and  ready  for  use. 
In  that  state  it  is  called  '*  Licht-paus- 
papier,"  the  syllable  "idi"  meaning  raw, 
or  un[»epaTed.  Under  the  old  Tariff  the 
prepared  paper  paid  15  per  t^t.  duty,  and 
the  unprepared  came  in  free.  The  Min- 
ister proposes  novi  to  allow  the  unprepared 
paper  free,  but  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  is 
imposed  in  this  schedule  upon  the  prepared 
or  sensitized  paper.  1  wish  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  approve  of  a  lower  duty 
CHI  the  prepared  article.  As  the  Tariff" 
reached  us  there  was  a  full  difference  of 
25  per  cent,  between  the  unprepared  and 
the  prepared,  because  this  paper  comes  frcnn 
Germany.  The  duty  which  the  Minister  now 
asks  us  to  take  off  is  a  purely  revenue  one 
on  a  Goman  production.  Having  taken  ofF 
that  5  per  cent.,  and  allowed  free  the  raw 
material  for  the  one  individual  in  Australia 
who  is  engaged  in  sensitizing  this  form  ot 
paper,  we  may  reascmably  reduce  the  duty 
upon  the  prepared  article. 

Senator  Keating. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  mean  that  the  prepared  paper  conies 
under  item  410,  as  sensitized  paper? 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  might  just  as 
well  be  dealt  with  here  under  the  paper 
division.  If  the  Minister  will  agree  to  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  the  prepared 
paper,  it  will  be  a  great  concession  to  the 
large  number  of  draughtsmen  and  en- 
gineers who  use  it.  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying  that  there  is  only  one  man  in  the 
Commonwealth  who  is  attempting  to  sen- 
sitize licht-pausrohpapier.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence  of  25  per  cent,  between  the  prepared 
and  unprepared  paper.  If  we  make  this  item 
free,  assuming  the  duty  on  item  410  is  car- 
ried at  30  per  cent.,  there  will  be  a  differ- 
ence of  30  percent,  instead  of  25  percent. 

Senator  Fihdlev. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  got  a  sample  of  the  particular 
paper  to  which  he  refers? 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  could  show  a 
sample,  but  I  do  not  attach  mtxh  impor- 
tance to  it.  I  do  not  know.one  paper  from- 
another,  but  the  honorable  senator  can  look 
at  the  sample  I  have  if  he  likes.  By  means 
of  these  papers  draughtsmen's  plans  are 
produced.  They  are  known  as  helios.  They 
are  not  photographic  papers  in  the  ordinary 
sense.  The  method  is  to  place  plans  on- 
the  papers  and  to  expose  than  to  the  sun's. 
rays,  but  they  cannot  be  used  for  photo- 
grap4iic  purpc^. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  point  out 
that  if  these  papers  are  included  in  item 
410  I  cannot  allow  the  lu^rable  senator 
to  discuss  the  m^^fSePB^  feOSgle 
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Senator  MILLEN. — ^They  are  not  set 
out  under  item  410,  and  at  present  we  are 
dealing  with  tracing  papers.  This  is  the 
only  place  in  the  Tariff  where  tracing  paper 
of  the  kind  I  refer  to  is  mentiwied.  The 
papa-  I  am  dealing  with  is  like  tracing 
paper.  I  would  ask  the  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs  to  accept  a  slightly  lower  duty  on 
the  prepared  paper. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [5.32].—!  cannot  pro- 
mise Senator  Millen  that  I  will  accept  a 
knrer  rate  of  duty  on  the  finished  article,  but, 
in  any  case,  I  would  point  out  to  him  that 
the  proper  method  of  procedure  would  be  to 
move  a  request  for  a  new  paragraph  to  item 
410,  because  I  understand  from  the  Cus- 
tonts  c^cials  that  30  per  cent,  is  charged 
on  the  paper  referred  to  under  the  authority 
of  the  provisions  cwitained  in  that  item. 
As  I  have  stated,  the  paper  is  not  used  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  an  ordinary  photo- 
graphic landscape  or  subject,  but  is  used 
for  a  [4x>tc^raphic  or  sun-print  process  by 
which  replicas  of  plans  and  desigiu  are 
taken. 

Senator  Millen. — ^Whicb  have  to  be 
hand-drawn. 

Senator  KEATING.— It  is  a  photo- 
graphic operation.  The  sun'is  the  medium  of 
causing  the  print  to  take  place  cm  another 
surface.  The  sensitized  paper  ccwnes  under 
"  photographic  films  and  papers,"  on  which 
there  is  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.  It  will  be 
[voper  when  that  item  is  under  discussion 
for  Senator  Millen  to  move  a  request  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  this  particular  kind  of 
paper.  But,  as  there  is  nothing  dealing 
vitb  sensitized  papers  in  the  presoit  item, 
I  would  ask  the  Committee  to  make  this 
paper  in  its  raw  state  free. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  371  (Books  n.e.i.,  Prospectuses  and 
Catalogues  (other  than  trade)  n.e.i.,  and 
all  printed  matter  n.e.i. — agreed  to. 

Division  XIV.— Vehicles. 
.  Item  372.  Bicycles,  Tricycles,  and  similar 
Vehicles  n.e.i.,  and  Frames  thereof,  whether 
partly  or  wholly  finished,  ad  val.  ^General 
TariS),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35 
per  cent. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [5.34]- — I 
intend  to  ask  the  COTomittee  to  request 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  &x  instead 
of  the  duties  of  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 
cent,  duties  of  25s.  and  20s.,  but  before 
dmng  so  I  will  ask  the  Comtunittee  to  re- 
quest the  House  of  Representatives  to  re- 
rtore  fro  formi  the  original  duties  of  « 


specific  character  which  were  imposed  an 
bicycles  when  the  Tariff  was  first  intro- 
duced in  another  place,  and  which  operatea 
up  to  a  certain  date.  The  first  request  I 
will  submit  is  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
validating  collections  imder  the  (xigmai 
proposals.  This  is  necessary  owing  to 
an  omission  on  the  part  of  somebody  or 
other  in  transferring  the  Tariff  from  one 
Chamber  to  the  other.    I  move — 

That  the  Hoi^e  of  Rcpreseatati\'e$  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  37a  by  inserting  the 
original  duties,  viz.  (General  Tariff),  ^  5s. 
each,  or  ad  val.  30  per  cent.,  and  {United  King- 
dom), /5  each,  or  ad  val.  25  per  cent.,  which- 
ever rate  rcfiima  the  higher  duty,  up  to  and  in- 
cJudine  loth  December,  1907;  and  on  and  after 
nth  December,  if)07." 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [5.423.— If  the  re- 
quest just  carried  is  acceded  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  doubt  of  that,  the  duties 
would,  without  any  further  action,  stand  at 
30  and  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  I  now 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  37a  (imporU 
Qoder  General  Tariff),  ass.  each. 

I  wish  to  point  out  that,  at  the 
outset,  in  another  place,  as  honorable 
senators  are  aware,  a  heavy  specific 
duty  was  proposed  to  be  imposed 
on  bicycles  imported  into  tlie  Common- 
wealth. In  the  discussion  that  took  place 
elsewhere,  it  was  ctxisidered  that  a  general 
Tariff  of  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  with  a 
prefwence  of  30  per  cent.,  was  very  rea- 
sonable protection,  but  since  the  specific 
duties  ceased  to  operate,  and  the  ad  valorem 
duties  have  been  operative,  it  has  been 
found  that  in  actual  practice,  while  another 
place  was  dealing  with  the  whole  can- 
pleted  bicycle,  and  taking  that  as  the 
article  in  respect  of  which  the  duty  was  to 
be  imposed,  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  only 
articles  made  here  to  any  extent  are  bicycle 
frames  and  forks.  Provision  is  made  in 
the  Tariff  for  the  admission,  at  a  very  low 
rate  of  duty,  ot  free,  of  most  of  the  parts 
of  bicycles  fw  assembling  here.  The 
duties  of  35  and  30  per  cent.,  which  are 
supposed  to  operate  as  a  duty  against, the 
completed  bicycle,  are  absolutely  inopera- 
tive in  that  regard  altogether,  because  ccrni- 
pleted  bicvcles  are  not  imported.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  frames  and  forks  are  im- 
ported. Frames  and  forks  are  also  raade 
very  largely  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
forn»  the  basis  ofDoici^^ndwtrpQgU^at  is 
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called  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  fran 
locally-made  frames  and  forks  and  im- 
ported parts. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  the  Minister 
propose  to  leave  the  wording  of  the  item 
as  it  is? 

Senator  KEATING.— Yes. 

Senator  Millen.— And  the  duty  will  be 
the  same  oa  a  frame  as  on  a  completed 
bicycle  ? 

Senator  KEATING.— Exactly. 

Senator  Millen. — Will  not  that  have  a 
tendency  to  stop  the  local  indiutry,  and  to 
encoura^[e  the  importatitxi  of  completed 
machines? 

Senator  KEATING. — No;  because  so 
many  of  the  parts  ccrae  in  free.  Pretty 
weil  everything  but  the  small  leather  bags 
will  ccMiie  in  free.  Inquiry  has  shown  that 
the  reducticMi  of  the  duties  on  the  frames 
would  have  a  very  injurious  effect  <m  the 
local  industry,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
profitable  to  build  bicycles  here  from  im- 
ported and  ready-made  frames  and  forks. 
The  invt»oed  prices  of  frames  and  forks 
range  from  los.  to  15s.  for  the  cheapest, 
up  to  30S.  for  the  dearest. 

Soiator  Millen.— The  honorable  sena- 
tes wants  to  levy  a  duty  of  253.  on  an 
article  worth  onW  los. 

Senator  KEATING.— The  duties  of  30 
and  25  per  cent,  range  from  3s.  6d.  to 
8s.  6d.  per  frame  and  fork,  making  a 
total  price  of  13s.  6d.  to  38s.  6d.,  as 
against  36s.  sd.  to  46s.  8d.  for  the  locally- 
made  frames  and  forks. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Will  not  the 
effect  of  the  request  be  that  the  finished 
article  will  ccrnie  in  under  a  duty  of  25s.  ? 

Senator  KEATING.  —  No;  all  our 
frames  and  forks  should  be  made  locally. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — But,  under 
this  request,  will  it  pay  them  to  do  so? 

Senator  KEATING.— I  think  so.  The 
<^ject  is  to  encourage  the  local  making  ot 
frames  and  forks — a  diing  which  is  very 
desirable.  If  we  can  conserve  the  local 
making  of  the  frames  and  f«ks — what  is 
really  the  most  essential  part  of  a  bicycle 
so  far  as  strength  and  durability  are  cot- 
cemed — practicSly  all  the  other  parts  will 
come  in  at  a  lower  rate  or  free,  and 
give  a  considerable  amount  of  employ- 
ment to  those  who  are  concerned  in 
making  the  frames.  Other  parts,  some 
of  which  are  patented,  will  come  in  at 
lower  rates,  or,  in  some  instances,  free 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  I  hope  that 
the  C(xnmittee  will  see  its  way  to  concur 
in  the  request,  because,  as  a  duty  on  com" 
pleted  bicycles,  it  is  really  inoperative. 


Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales> 
[5.50]. — The  Minister  has  made  rather  st 
startling  proposition.  Quite  apart  fr(Hn  the 
heavy  duty  which  he  proposes  to  levy  on 
the  frames  and  forks,  he  is  asking- 
the  C<xnmittee  to  agree  to  the  same 
duty  being  diarged  cm  a  part  of 
a  machine  as  on  the  machine  itself.  It 
is  quite  true  that  under  the  old  Tariff 
occupation  was  given  to  a  number  o£ 
persons  in  importing  parts  and  putting 
them  «)gether  hoe,  but  there  was  a  reason 
for  that,  as  my  honorable  friend  will  dis- 
coiver  if  he  makes  inquiry.  He  is  seek- 
ing to  destroy  that  reason,  because  any  one 
outside  could  send  in  a  machine  for  exactly 
the  same  duty  as  would  be  charged  if  it 
were  sent  in  in  parts.  When  a  frame  will 
pay  as  much  duty  as  a  machine,  what  in- 
ducement will  there  be  for  any  one  to  bring 
out  the  parts  ?  A  machine  will  pay  only 
25s.  or  20s.  whether  it  is  imported  in  parts 
or  cofliplete.  That  does  not  appear  to  be 
good  policy,  even  frcxn  the  protecticxiist 
stand-pcnnt. 

SenattH*  E.  J.  Russell. — We  do  not 
want  them  to  bring  out  that  part? 

Senator  MILLEN.— There  will  be  no  in- 
ducement to  ipersons  to  send  out  other  parts 
of  the  machine,  minus  the  forks. 

Senator  Trenwith. — The  bulk  of  the 
machine  might  be  an  objection. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  might  be,  but 
the  difference  between  the  cost  of  the  im- 
ported and  locally-made  articles  represents 
a  wide  margin,  namely,  los.,  as  against 
36s.  2d.  It  will  be  absolute  folly  to  tell 
both  manufacturers  and  importers  that 
they  will  be  charged  just  as  much  on  a 
frame  as  cm  a  completed  machine. 

Senator  Findley. — It  is  very  difficult 
to  get  at  these  people,  and  this  seems  to 
be  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  done. 

Senator  MILLEN. — A  duty  of  30  oer 
cent,  on  a  completed  machine  comes  to 
very  much  more  than  25s.,  which  the  Min- 
ister now  proposes  to  levy. 

Senator  Findley. — No,  it  is  not,  because 
machines  come  in  Eere  invoioed  at  from 

£s  to  £$• 

Senator  MILLEN.— Will  the  honorable 
senator  tell  me  that  a  duty  of  258.  per 
machine  is  less  than  a  duty  of  30  per  cent. 
on  jCsf 

Senator  Findley. — Not  on  a  maoime 
which  is  valued  at  X3- 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  number  of 
machines  whidi  would  come  in  at  that  value 
would  be  very  small  indeed.  I  should  say 
that  the  average  |i«!tse'1c^  Mfdwgltechines 
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eiceeds  j£$.  The  proposal  of  the  Minister 
appears  to  me  to  be  in  direct  conflict  with 
what  I  thought  protectionists  had  in  view 
when  framing  the  Tariff.  Does  the  Ccxn- 
mittee  soiously  want  to  impose  a  duty 
which  represents  250  per  cait.  on  the  value 
of  the  article? 

Senator  Fimdley. — On  a  frame  which 
is  w<Kth  from  los.  to  30s. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  item  covers 
lArycles,  tricycles,  and  similar  vehicles  and 
frames.  A  duty  of  25s.  on  a  frame  which 
the  Minister  says  is  imported  at  a  cost  of 
los.,  represents  a  duty  of  250  per  cent.  It 
is  really  anOTialoua  to  have  completed  bi- 
cycles and  parts  dealt  with  in  one  item. 
In  the  case  of  the  timber  division,  we  did 
not  deal  with  v^icles  and  parts  in  that 
way.  but  separately.  Here,  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  it  is  sought  to  group  c»ie 
portion  of  the  machines  with  the  ccmpleted 
machines.  Do  protectionists  mean  to  say 
that  they  seriously  want  a  duty  of  250  per 
cent,  on  any  article?  Are  they  going  to 
admit  that  our  conditions  are  so  far  be- 
hind those  prevailing  elsewhere  that  our 
manufacturers  cannot  hope  to  carry  on  th? 
industry  unless  they  haw  a  duty  equal  to 
250  per  cent.,  unless  we  levy  a  duty  of 
25s.  on  an  article  which  can  be  landed 
.here  from  the  other  side  of  the  world  for 
xos.  7  I  think  that  the  Minister  has  had 
this  request  placed  in  his  hands  by  petsrais 
who  have  not  seen  the  effect  of  thdr  own 
argument.  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  frames 
will  be  made  here,  if  they  cost  when 
thev  could  be  imported  at  the  low  price 
which  the  Minister  has  stated?  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  Minister  has  been 
misinformed  bv  his  advisCTS. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [5.58I.— 
Senator  Millen  has  only  presoited  one  side 
of  the  question.  The  whole  of  his  argu- 
ments have  been  directed  as  thouirh  a  re- 
quest had  been  submitted  fcr  duties  of 
25s.  and  20s.  on  imported  frames  and 
forks.    The  item  reads — 

Bicycles,  Tricycles,  and  similar  Vehicles, 
n.e.i.,  and  Frames  thereof,  whether  partly  or 
wholly  finished. 

Under  that,  I  understand  that  a  complete 
l»c\'cle  could  be  admitted  

Senator  Millen. — But  the  Minister  said 
just  now  that  completed  bicycles  do  not 
come  in,  and  therefore  the  sole  object  of 
altering  the  duty  is  to  tax  the  frame. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— When  the  Minis- 
ter made  that  statement,  the  honn-able 
toiator  said,  if  I  followed  him  cwrectly, 
Ifaat  piobaUy  tiie  completed  article  would 


be  admitted.  If  it  should  turn  out  that 
instead  of  importing  the  parts  they  import 
the  oxnpleted  Ixcycles,  then  item  a  pro* 
tectuxiist  point  of  view  duties  of  25s.  and 
20S.  are  not  heavy. 

Senator  Millen. — No;  but  it  is  going 
to  destroy  the  local  industry  of  putting 
the  parts  together. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  do  not  think 
that  it  is  gcnng  to  do  jmything  of  the  kind. 
Under  the  old  Tariff  complete  bicycles 
were  dutiable  at  20  per  cent.,  and  the  im- 
porters introduced  machines  that  were  in- 
voiced at  from  ^^3  to  ^£5.  Since  the  new 
Tariff  has  been  introduced,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  frames  and  forks,  all  parts  of  bi- 
cycles have  been  duty  free.  These  frames 
and  forks  which  comprise  the  major  por- 
tion of  tibe  machine  are  being  imported  at 
very  low  values. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  senator 
need  not  believe  that  the  Cust(xns  officers 
are  such  fools. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  do  not  believe 
that  they  are  fools,  but  it  is  diflBcult  even 
for  an  expert  to  say  definitely  what  is  the 
real  value  of  any  particular  article. 

Senator  Millen. — They  pulled  up  the 
importers  of  harvesters,  and  why  can  they 
not  pull  up  the  importers  of  bicycles. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— They  could  deal 
with  the  harvesters  because  the  differences 
in  values  amounted  to  pounds,  whilst  here 
we  are  dealing  with  a  difference  which 
is  a  matter  of  only  a  few  shillings.  I 
assert  that  it  wcMild  be  difficult  even  for 
an  expert  to  say  what  is  the  real  value  of 
an  imported  bicycle.  In  this  request  the 
Minister  has  the  approval  not  only  of  the 
local  manufacturers  of  bicycles,  but  also 
of  their  employes. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  not  a  question  of 
lhar  approval.  This  is  dcxie  at  their  insti- 
gation. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Well  suppose  itf 
is ;  they  are  in  a  country  which  has  pro- 
claimed in  favour  of  a  certain  policy  and 
they  have  as  much  right  to  consideraticm  in 
the  application  of  that  policy  as  has  any- 
body else. 

Senator  Sayers. — Every  one  wants  his 
"  cut  in  "  now. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  a  mani- 
festly unfair  way  of  putting  it.  So  far  as 
these  people  have  had  their  "  cut  in  "  they 
have  demtmstrated  that  they  can  put  bicycles 
together  and  turn  them  out  as  well  as  any 
imported  article.  They  import  certain 
necessary  parts  that  are  r»9t  made|here,  but 
the  machiies  tlfiS^^'«  SifiVB'S^S  much 
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satisfactitn  as  do  imported  bicycles,  and 
tbeir  prices  are  as  reasonable  as  are  those 
of  the  people  with  whom  they  are  com- 
peting. 

Senator  McGkegos.— Many  big  firms  in 
the  old  country  make  bicycles  just  as  they 
are  made  here,  by  assembling  the  parts. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  so.  Some 
of  the  big  foreign  factories  are  indebted  to 
other  people  for  certain  parts  of  the  bicycles 
they  turn  out.  I  admit  that  it  is  difficult 
to  secure  for  the  manufacturers  of  bicycles 
a  truly  protective  duty  because  of  certain 
attempts  on  the  part  of  importers  to  take 
advantage  of  the  TariflF.  The  request  now 
submitted  proposes  an  improvement  upon 
the  Tariff  as  it  originally  reached  the 
Senate,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  supported. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [6.4]. — I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  not  agree  to  the  request.  I 
can  assure  honwable  senators  that  there  was 
no  duty  in  the  Tariff  as  originally  proposed 
which  created  more  surprise  in  the  Old 
Country  than  that  on  bicycles.  It  was  re- 
ferred to,  I  believe,  in  every  newspaper 
published  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
alteraticHi  of  the  duty  to  30  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  was  accepted  as  some  sort  of  a 
reasonable  ccxnprauise.  If  hcxiorable  sen- 
atoes  will  give  the  matta-  attention  they 
must  see  that  '30  per  cent.,  with  10 
per  cent,  on  the  English  price  added,  or  a 
duty  of  33  per  cent,  should  be  sufficient 
protection  for  any  local  industry.  Honor- 
able senators  must,  if  they  look  into  the 
matter,  admit  bow  very  impOTtant  it  is  to 
the  VOTkers  in  the  ulterior  of  Australia  who 
have  to  travd  vast  distances  that  they 
should  be  able  to  get  a  good  bicycle  at  a 
fair  price. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Which  they  never 
did  until  we  made  them  here. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  suppose  there 
is  no  country  in  the  world  in  which  it  is 
So  desirable  that  bicycles  should  be  avail- 
able at  a  moderate  price.  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  any  doubt  that  if  the  views 
of  the  users  of  bicycles,  and  their  name  is 
legion,  could  be  ascertained,  they  would 
be  found  to  be  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
of  the  duty  of  30  per  cent,  rather  than 
of  an  increase  on  that  duty.  There  is 
another  point  of  view  from  which  this 
matter  might  be  considered.  There  is 
such  a  large  demand  for  bicycles  that 
desirable  material  of  which  they  can  be 
made  should  be  imported  «t  as  low  a 
rate  of  duty  as  possible.  We  ate  doing 
our  utmost  to  establish  a  large  bicycle 
manufacturing  industry  here  by  admitting 


bicycle  parts  at  a  moderate  rate  of  duty. 
Personally,  I  would  say  at  once  that 
bicycles  should  be  admitted  absolutely  free 
of  duty,  because  of  the  extent  to  which 
they  are  used,  but,  having  in  view  the  de- 
sirabilitv  of  cheap  bicycles,  and  the  amount 
of  work  which  the  industry  affords  at  the 
present  time,  I  do  not  think  there  can  be 
any  solid  basis  on  which  to  prefer  this  re- 
quest. Although  I  am  but  repeating  what 
SenatcM*  Millen  has  already  so  ably  said,  I 
think  we  should  give  scxne  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  specific  duty  asked  for  repre- 
sents an  ad  valorem  duty  of  quite  an  exira- 
ordinary  amount.  Even  the  most  ardent 
protectionist  might  well  be  asked  to  pause 
before  he  inflicts  such  a  duty  upon  this  in- 
dustry. I  suppose  that  every  mewbct  of 
the  Committee  has  been  supplied  with  the 
circular  frran  which  the  Minister  has 
already  quoted.  I  find  that  amongst  other 
things,  it  states — 

Tliese  framei  and  forks  are  to  be  bought  in 
Birmingham  at  as  low  a  price  as  los.  and 
15s.,  complete. 

It  was  afterwards  said  that  the  price  runs 
up  to  30s.  The  circular  goes  on  to  inform 
us  that  the  frames  and  forks,  which  cost 
in  Birmingham  los.  and  15s.  complete, 
cost  from  35s.  to  40s.  to  produce  in  Aus- 
tralia. In  the  name  of  oxnmon  sense,  and 
on  behalf  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  men 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Aus- 
tralia who  use  bicycles,  I  ask  whether  it  is 
desirable  that  we  should  increase  the  cost 
of  these  machines  at  this  extraordinary 
rate  7  I  point  out  that  when  an  ad  valorem 
rate  is  imposed,  and  includes  both  the  com- 
pleted article  and  parts,' that  is  a  fair  ad- 
justment, but  where  a  specific  duty  is  im- 
posed on  parts  and  on  the  completed 
article,  it  is  an  unfair  duty,  even  from  the 
protectionist  point  of  view.  Howe\'er 
honorable  senators  choose  to  look  at  this 
matter,  I  think  they  cannot  but  desire  that 
the  Minister  should  withdraw  his  request. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [6.10]. 
— At  first  glance  there  does  seem  to  bie 
some  force  in  Senator  Millen's"  argument 
that  the  imposition  of  the  same  duty  on 
parts  as  cm  the  ojmpleted  article  must  nave 
the  effect  of  discouraging  the  assembling  of 
the  parts  here,  and  lead  to  the  importation 
of  the  ompleted  bicycle.  However,  I 
think  that,  after  all,  it  can  be  shown  that 
that  is  not  necessarily  the  result.  Whilst 
it  is  proposed  to  impose  a  duty  on  forks 
and  frames,  the  great  bulk  of  the~  parts  of 
bicvcles  are  admitted  free,  and  the  effect 
is  to  induce  ptople  to  assemttle  the  parts  in 
the  {>immbavtialtb,gi7jMj«^r(Ji^O§l^pOKV 
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the  eompleted  machine.  The  allegation 
that  this  duty  represents  an  ad_  val:^em 
duty  of  250  per  cent,  is  not  well  founded. 
The  duty  is  undoubtedly  very  high  on  the 
cheaper  frames,  but  these  cheaper  frames 
would  probably  be  made  here  even  if  the 
duty  were  lowered.  We  can  make  the 
cheaper  frames  and  forks,  but  pec^le 
somecimes  require  very  high-class  forks  and 
frames,  which  we  do  not  make  here,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  duty  on  these  should 
be  oomparatively  light.  I  believe  that  if 
our  people  require  som^hing  which  we 
cannot  xoalce  hoe,  diey  should  be  permit- 
ted to  obtain  it  without  having  to  pay  a 
tax,  and,  in  the  case  o£  an  article  whidi 
we  cannot  make,  a  duty  is  obviously  a  tax. 
With  referoice  to  the  increased  cost  which 
it  is  said  we  have  to  dread  if  duties  are 
ia^msed,  I  remind  Senator  Pulsford  that 
wxx  duties-were  imposed  on  these  articles, 
and  sinoe  the  ccHnmencement  of  the  partial 
manufacture  of  bicycles  in  Australia,  these 
wwhww*^  have  gone  up  in  quality  and  down 
in  price  very  materi^ly.  The  hcoiorable 
seaatsx  probaUy  knows  that  in  the  early 
history  of  the  bicycle,  when,  [nobably,  the 
cost  of  manufacture  was  very  little  mote 
than  it  is  to-day,  the  price  was  Ihree  times 
as  hi^  as  it  is  now. 

Senatcff  Pxh-sfobd. — In  England  as  well 
as  Australia. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  talking  of 
Australia. 

Senator  Millen. — Can  the  honorable 
senator  say  whether  the  reducticai  in  price 
of  the  local  machine  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  costs  four  times  as  much  to  manu- 
facture important  parts  of  it  here  as  it 
costs  in  England? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  know  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  it  is  possible  to  pay  a 
very  much  higher  price  for  bicycle  frames 
produced  in  Australia  than  dut  for  which 
they  can  be-  produced  abroad,  and  still 
supply  to  the  consumer  a  cheaper  bicycle 
than  the  imported  article.  All  our  e:^p»i- 
cnce  teaches  that  protectim  to  the  locaily- 
made  article — and  ccmsequently  to  bicycle 
frames — makes  it  impossible  for  the 
importer  to  charge  the  fancy  prices 
which  'he  is  able  to  charge  where  there 
is  no  local  competition.  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  effect  of  this  duty, 
high  though  it  may  be,  and  is,  on  the 
lower  class  of  frames,  will  be  to  give  em- 
ployment to  our  people,  and  at  the  same 
lime  enable  those  who  use  bicycle^  in  the 
bush  or  elsewhere  to  procufe  a  mbte  reliaMe 
and  cheaper  machine  than  they  could  get 


if  we  imposed  no  duty,  and  thus  left  them 
open  to  the  exploitation  of  the  importers. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
[6.15]. — There  seems  to  be  some  idea  in 
the  minds  of  honorable  senators  opposite 
that  it  is  a  little  ridiculous  to  charge  the 
same  duty  on  parts  of  bicycles  as  cxi  the 
oxnpJeted  machine.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  even  honorable  senators  opposite 
would  be  very  much  inclined  to  destroy 
what  has  become  practicaJly  an  established 
industry  in  Australia — the  assembling  of 
the  bicycle  parts  into  the  finished  ma- 
chine. In  order  to  afford  them  an  op- 
portunity of  rCTOving  the  anomaly,  I 
move — 

That  the  request  be  amended  by  addmg  the 
words  "  or  ad  val.  30  per  cent.,  whidiever  rate 
returns  tbe  higher  duty." 

I  do  SO  f (h:  the  purpose  of  restricting  the 
importation  of  the  highest  grades  of 
bicycles,  and  to  give  a  full  opportunity  for 
having  all  the  l^cles  used  in  Australia, 
made  and  assembled  by  Australian  work- 
men. 

Senator  Keating. — Thirty  per  cent,  is 
the  existing  duty. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[6.17]. — Do  I  understand  the  Minister  to 
say  that  he  has  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment? 

Senator  Keating. — I  se/s  no  objection 
tG  it  as  an  alternative  duty  if  it  is  no 
higher  than  ^at  already  operative. 

Senate  MILLEN. — No  one,  even  in 
this  Chamber,  has  had  the  audacity  to 
prbpose  a  higher  duty  than  250  per  cent., 
and  no  one  will  wrest  frcwn  the  Minister 
his  laurels  in  that  regard.  Vt  will  go 
down  to  posterity  as  an  additional  laurel 
upcm  his  brow  that  he  has  eclipsed  even 
Senator  Findley  by  proposing  the  highest 
protective  duty  ever  pdc  forward  in  this 
or  any  cHher  Parliament. 

Saiator  Keating. — ^A  duty  of  £5  5s. 
eadi  on  bicycles  was  submitted  in  another 
place. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  Minister  has 
proposed  250  per  cent,  uprai  the  frames 
and  forks. 

Sena'tor  McGregor. — That  would  be 
the  rate  if  nothing  but  los.  frames  and 
forks  wCTe  brought  in. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  is  the  rate  on 
a  los.  article,  and  the  .  Minister  says  they 
are  invoiced  at  that.  We  all  know  that 
his  informatics  came  from  tl^  cMiference 
held  between  tB(^»1lr3u9^3Mjd§(l^are  in 
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the  profits  that  th^  hope  to  obtain 
means  of  the  legislation  which  we  are  now 

passing. 

Senator  Lynch. — The  duty  will  be  250 
per  cent,  only  on  gas  piping. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Whether  it  is  gas 
piping  or  not,  those  men  practically  say 
that  our  machinery  is  so  d^olent  or  our 
artis:(ns  are  so  incompeterft  

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — Our  wages, 
are  so  much  higher. 

Senator  MILLEN. — The  difference  in 
wages  cannot  be  so  much  as  the  difference 
between  10s.  and  40s.,  because  the  labour 
is  not  in  it.  Even  if  the  English  work- 
men worked  for  nothing,  and  flie  English 
manufacturer  got  his  material  for  nothing, 
a  los.  duty  would  be  ample.  I  have  no 
desire  to  delay  the  completion  of  the 
Tariff  or  to  keep  this  Chamber  sitting, 
but  when  a  startlbg  i»-opos?tion>  of  this 
kind  is  brought  forward  honorable  senators 
cannot  be  expected  to  allow  it  to  go  to  a 
division  in  silence.  The  duty  proposed 
is  outrageous.  No  differ^ce  in  labour 
condi'tions  can  make  up  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  10s.  and  the  duty 
of  25s.  This  is  the  one  portion  of  the 
machine  which  a  few  people  in  Australia 
are  making,  and,  no  matter  what  the  cost 
will  be  to  the  men  who  have  to  use  thd 
machines,  we  are  asked  now  practically 
to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  these 
frames  and  forks  in  OTder  to  enable  a 
few  people  to  make  here  at  a  cost  of 
40s.  that  which  can  be  imported  for  los. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  is  not  fair .  to 
take  the  lowest  price. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Had  the  Minister 
proposed  an  ad  valorem  duty  it  would 
not  have  been  p(»sible  for  me  to  argue 
in  that  way,  but  he  has  proposed  a  fixed 
duty  of  25s.,  which  applies  just  as  much 
to  a  los.  frame  as  to  a  ,15s.  one. 

Senator  Findlev. — Or  a  ^£15  bicjcle. 

Senator  MILLEN.— But,  as  the  bicycle 
is  admitted  free,  barring  the  frame  and 
forks,  so  long  as  it  comes  in  in  parts, 
that  argument  does  not  apply'.  In 
order  tbat  the  frames  shall  be  made 
here,  to  give  employment  to  a  hand- 
ful of  people — Tiot  even  a  handful — ^we 
are  asked  to  put  a  tax  upwi  the  thou- 
sands of  people  who  use  bicycles,  because 
it  cannot  be  contended  that  this  duty  will 
lower  prices.  Its  effect  must  be  to  increase 
them,  because  the  local  manufacturers  have 
told  us,  by  means  of  their  circular,  that  it 
costs  them  frcxn  35s.  to  405.  to  make  this 


particular  p<HticHi  of  the  machine,  which 
is  to-day  imported  foe  los.  or  upwards. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — The  people 
need  not  pay  the  tax,  but  can  have  an 
AustraliaiJ-made  bicycle,  as  I  have. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Those  in  the  trade 
tell  us  frankly  that  every  (xie  of  these 
frames  locally  made  is  going  to  cost  from 
35s.  to  40S.,  because  they  cannot  i^oduce 
it  under. 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell. — ^The  Austra- 
lian bic>'cle  costs  me  less  than  the  impOTted* 
despite  the  so-called  tax. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  quoting  the 
statement  of  the  person  who  calls  himself 
the  secretary  to  the  conference  of  repre- 
^tatives  of  employers  and  employes  en- 
gaged in  the  trade.  The  honorable  senator 
may  rest  assured  that  those  people  have  not 
put  f(»:ward  anything  except  in  the  light 
most  favorable  to  themselves.  They  can- 
plain  that  they  have  to  compete  with,  a 
frame  sent  out  from  the  Old  Country  at 
as  low  a  price  as  los.,  and  that  it  costs 
them  frcxn  35s.  to  40s.  to  produce  a  frame. 
If  they  are  honest  in  making  this  state- 
ment— if  it  is  not  a  deliberate  lie — it  is 
clear  that  the  duty  cannot  lower,  but  must 
raise,  the  price  of  the  completed  bicycle. 
Therefore,  whatever  may  be  the  effect  of 
duties  in  other  cases,  it  will  in  this  case 
be  an  additioial  impost  upon  every  man 
who  buys  a  bicycle.  The  bicycle  is  met 
with  with  increasing  frequency  in  country 
distrrcts.  It  is  used  by  men  travelling  to  Io(^ 
foi  a  livelihood,  where,  twenty  years  ago, 
hOTses  were  used.  In  those  days,  it  was 
easier  to  find  free  agistmoit  for  the  horse. 
To-day,  with  cotmtry  becoming  cmclosed 
and  fenced,  a  man  has  to  pay  nightly  for 
acccMnmodation  for  his  horse  when  travel- 
ling, and  even  then  has  difficulty  in  getting 
it.  The  c<x)sequen(»  is  that  the  bicycle  is 
largely  taking  the  place  of  the  horse  in  that 
direction,  and  also  in  a  hundred  other  ways 
in  the  business  life  of  the  CMnmimity.  It 
is  obvious,  on  the  showing  of  the  man  who 
speaks  for  those  interested  in  the  trade, 
that  the  duty  will  increase  the  price  of  the 
bicycle  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  benefit 
which  will  be  conferred  upMi  the  small 
handful  of  people  engaged  in  the  trade. 

Senator  STORY  (South  A^istralia) 
[6.24]. — Senates  Millen  states  that  there 
are  only  a  handful  of  men  interested  in 
this  trade,  but  he  will  see  by  the  Blue 
Book  'that,  last  year,  bicycles,  tricycles, 
and  similar  vehicles  and  parts,  were  im- 
ported to  the  value  of  over  _;^i53,ooo. 
That  sum  would  ^ploy^-.a  v^  large 
handful  of  peoplejgitizeci  by  LjOOglC 
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Senatcff  Mxxjjen. — ^What  proportion  of 
that  amount  is  represented  by  frames? 
The  bulV  of  it  is  repres^ted  by  the  other 
parts  of  the  machine,  which  it  is  still  pro- 
posed to  allow  in  free. 

Senator  STORY. — No;  another  line  in 
the  Blue  Book  gives  **  Cycle  parts,  n.e.i., 
^17,211."  My  chief  objectioi  to  the 
Minisler's  pn^)o6al  is  that  it  is  not  high 
oiough.  The  Tariff  Commission,  after 
taking  evidence,  reccHnmended  a  duty  of 
5s.  per  bicycle.  That  would  have  had 
the  effect  of  absolutely  shutting  out  cheap 
and  unsuitable  bicycles.  If  I  cannot  get 
a  higher  duty,  I  shall  cheerfullv  support 
that  propcMed  by  the  Minister,  because  it 
will  have  a  tendency  to  shut  out  the  cheap 
uoieliable  machines,  which  have  been  re- 
sponsible for  hundreds  of  accidents  and  a 
good  manv  deaths.  One  paragraph  in  the 
dicular  referred  to  by  Senator  Millen  is, 
as  follows — 

If  X  firm  import,  say,  500  madiioet  annually, 
thej  can  be  bandied,  i.e.,  unpacked,  wheels  put 
in,  snd  adjusted  by  one  man  (i^  machines  a  da^) ; 
whereas  a  firm' of  Australian  builders  turning 
out  500  complete  cycles  per  annum  would  em- 
ploy 15  to  IS  hands,  the  wages  in  the  first  case 
being  iomc  £100  per  annum,  and  in  the  latter 
j£i,Soo  to  j£a,ooo  per  annum. 

Since  the  imposition  of  the  present  duty, 
one  Melbourne  finn,  instead  of  impmting 
tite  frames  ready  built,  have  been  import- 
ing the  tubing  and  cutting  it  up  here,  thus 
putting  practically  three  times  the  asnount 
of  latxmr  into  the  machine  that  th^  were 
doing  under  the  lower  duty.  The  Minis- 
ter's request,  with  Senator  E.  J.  Russell's 
amendment,  will  have  the  effect  of  partially 
but  not  wholly  shutting  out  the  Canadian 
bicycles,  because  the  Massey-Harris  factory 
in  Canada  turns  out  such  immense  num- 
bers of  madiines  that  it  will  pay  them  to 
ship  their  surplus  stock  to  Australia  rather 
thui  to  build  the  machines  in  Australia, 
even  with  the  duty  proposed. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[6.27].— An  ad  valorem  duty  is  surely  the 
better  in  this  case,  because  the  price  of  bi- 
cycles varies  very  much.  It  does  not  seem 
right  to  tax  the  parts  at  the  same  rate  as 
the  complete  bicycle.  Senat<»:  £.  J- 
Ruuell's  pn^Ksal  will  not  make  it  any 
better,  because  the  duty  of  25s.  on  the 
frames  and  forks  will  nearly  always  be 
more  than  30  per  cent.  Duties  of  30  per 
cent  and  35  per  cent.,  as  proposed  in  the 
schedule,  are  surely  high  enough,  and  are 
fairer  in  princi{rie  than  the  rate  propc  .ed 
hj  the  Minister. 


Question — That  the    request  (Senator 
Keating' s)  be  amended  by  adding  the 
words,  "or  ad  val.,  30  per  cent.,  whidi- 
ever    rate    returns    the    higher    duty " 
(Senator  E.  J.  Russell's  amendmenit) — 
put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  13 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  7 


de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Henderson,  G. 
Keating,  T.  H. 
Lvnch,  P.  J. 
UcCoU,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 


Gould,  Lt.-CoIoBel 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Majority      ...  6 

Arts. 

Needham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
•Story.  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

TelUr.- 
Rutsell.  E.  J. 

Nobs. 

Pulsford,  E. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller.- 
Sayers,  R.  J. 

Pairs. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Macfarlane,  I. 
Clemens,  J.  5. 
Chataway,  T.  D. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Dobson,  H. 


Best,  R.  W. 
Givens,  T. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Stewart,  }.  C. 
Russell,  W. 

I  Questicm'so  resolved~in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.32  to  7.45  f.m. 

Request,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Request  (by  Senator  Bating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the    House  of    Representatives    be  re- 

?uested  to  make  the  duty  on  item  37a  (imports 
rom  the  United  Kingdom),  each  20s.,  or  ad  val. 
35  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  returns  the  higher 

duty. 

Item  373.  Children's  Tricycles  (General 
TariH),  ad  val.  25  per  cent. }  (United  Kingdom}, 
20  per  cent. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [7-47]' — Surely  there  is  no  need  for 
so  extravagant  a  duty.  We  know  perfectly 
well  that  these  tricycles  are  merely  toys 
for  the  use  of  youngsters.  To  charge  such 
extraordinary  duties  as  25  per  cent,  and 
20  per  cent,  on  children's  toys  seems  to  me 
to  savour  of  more  than  extravagance.  The 
previous  duty  was  20  per  cent.,  but  even 
that  I  considered  an  extortion,  and  pro- 
tested against  it.  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
move  a  request  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  make  the  duty  in  the  general 
Tariff  20  per  cent.  I  do  not  think  I 
should  accomplish  any  good  purpose  by 
speaking  at  length^,^^^t@(3^{e  The 
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request  is  one  which  must  surely  appeal  to 
every  one  who  has  a  child  in  his  house,  or 
hopes  to  have  one.  These  tricycles  are 
toys,  and  the  duty,  in  my  opinicm,  is  far 
too  high.     I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to.nake  the  duty  on  item  373  (imports 
under  General  TarifT),  20  per  cent. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [7.50].— As  far  a:* 
the  United  Kingdom  is  ccxicerned,  the  duty 
is  the  same  as  was  the  general  duty 
originally.  The  reason  for  placing  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent,  on  tricycles  imported  from 
other  countries  is  simply  to  retain  the  rate 
of  duty  against  the  United  Kingdran  at 
20  per  cent.,  and  to  give  her  a  preference 
over  foreign  countries.  When  the  item 
originally  came  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives it  dealt  with  **  children's 
bicycles,''  but  it  was  not  very  long  before 
certain  importers  prepared  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  item  by  trying  to  introduce  into 
the  Commcxiwealth  under  it  bicycles  osten- 
sibly far  the  use  of  children,  but  really  for 
verv  grown-up  children.  Therefore,  it  was 
nltered  to  its  present  description.  The 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  general  Imports  has 
lieen  put  in  to  give  Great  Britain  a  prefer- 
ence. I  will  follow  the  excellent  example 
of  Senator  Neild,  and  leave  the  question 
to  the  C(Hnmittee. 
'  Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  374.  Motor  Cycles,  Tricycles,  and  simi- 
tar Vehicles,  n.e.i.,  and  Frames  thereof,  whether 
partly  or  wholly  finished,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per 
cent. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [7.53].— It  is  my  in- 
tention to  move,  in  accordance  with  notice, 
a  request  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  reimpose  the  original  duties  for  the 
])eriod  of  their  operatiwi.  The  duties,  as 
originally  introduced,  were  general  Tariff, 
each  j£i  o  los. ,  or  ad  val .  30  per 
cent. ,  and  United  Kingdom  Tariff, 
each  ;^io,  or  ad  val.  25  per  cent. 
Those  duties  were  afterwards  altered  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  exist- 
ing duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent.,  but,  in 
<loin(;  so,  and  in  transmitting  the  measure 
to  the  Senate,  an  omission  occurred,  and 
the  original  duties  do  not  appear  in  the 
schedule.  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
validate  the  collection  of  the  duties  up  to 
the  time  they  ceased  to  operate,  to  restore 
them  in  the  schedule.  Honorable  senators 
will  understand  that    they    are  amply 


validating  the  operation  of  the  original 
duties  up  to  the  time  they  ceased  to  be 
operative.     I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested  to  amend  item  374  by  inserting  the  ori- 
ginal duties,  viz.  :-r-(General  Tariff),  each,  j^io 
los.,  or  30  per  cent.  ad.  val.  whichever  rate  re- 
turns the  higher  duty;  (United  King.doin),  each, 
£10,  or  35  per  cent.  ad.  val.  whichever  rate  re- 
turns the  higher  duty,  up  to  end  including  10th 
December,  1907 ;  and  on  and  after  nth  Decem- 
ber, 1907. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  375  (Cycle   Tubing   and  Forks) 
agreed  to. 

Item  376.  Perambulators  and  Go-carts,  and 
parts  thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 

35  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1907,  30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom)  36  per 
cent.;  and  on  and  after  iith  December,  1907, 
2$  per  cent. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania^Minis- ' 
ter  of  Home  Affairs)  [7.57]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  376  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "parts  thereof  n.e.i.,"  and  iotcrting  in 
lien  thereof  the  words  "bodies  therefor.** 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  next  item  deals 
with  "  Perambulatw  or  Go-cart  body  and 

under-gear."  Therefcn-e,  if  the  request  is 
agreed  to  I  shall  have  to  ask  the  Committee 
to  request  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
leave  out  the  words  ' '  body  and  imder- 
gear  "  in  that  item,  and  insert  the  words 
"  parts  n.e.i."  Then  item  377  will  read-*- 
Perambulator  or  Go-cart  parts  n.e.i.  (General 
Tariff),  20  per  cent,  ad  val. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
15  per  cent. 

That  is  a  lower  rate  of  duty  than  the  pre- 
vious one.  The  effect  will  be  that  parts 
n.e.i.  will  axne  in  at  the  lower  rate,  but 
the  body  of  the  perambulator  will  come  in 
at  the  higher  rate. 

Senator  Findlet. — According  to  the 
circular,  they  are  making  the  bodies  of 
perambulators  in  Sydney. 

Senator  KEATING.  That  la  so,  and 
if  this  request  be  carried,  it  will  give  them 
additional  protecticm,  because  it  will  in- 
crease the  duties  on  the  bodies  from  15 
and  20  per  cent  to  25  and  30  per  ooit. 
respectively. 

SoiatcH:  FiNDLEY. — ^They  are  also  mak- 
ing parts  in  Sydney. 

Senator  KEATING.— They  are  not,  1 
think,  making  the  whole  of  the  parts 
there.  If  the  words  "bodies  therefor'* 
are  substituted  for  the  words  "  parts,"  the 
bodies  will  be  dutiable  at  the  tugber  rates 
I  have  mentioned. 

SenatOT  Findlev. — Cannot  they  import 
the  bodies  in  partSi?,gjtizedbydOOg[e 
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Senator  KEATING. — No;  but  6iey  may 
impoft  the  bodies,  other  parts,  and  under- 
gear.  This  alteration  is  necessary  to  re- 
move an  anomaly  in  the  incid«x%  of  the 
Tariff  on  British  goods.  Under  the  present 
vording  of  items  376  and  377,  complete 
under  gears  from  America  are  imported  at 
7o  per  cent.,  whereas  British  undergears, 
being  minus  the  springs,  are  dutiable  at  25 
per  cent.,  as  "  parts  thereof,"  under  item 
376.  We  are  really  penalizing  the  Eng- 
lish undergear  because  it  is  charged  duty 
under  item  376,  and  giving  preference  to 
die  American  article,  which  comes  in  as 
a  complete  undergear  under  item  377.  I 
understand  that  the  present  practice  of  the 
trade  is  to  ha\'e  the  springs  of  go-carts  manu- 
factured locally,  but  the  wheels  and  the  axles 
are  imported  from  England,  and  complete 
mdergears  for  perambulators  are  obtained 
from  America,  so  that  the  preferrace  to  the 
English  manufacturer  desired  to  be  given 
by  item  377  cannot  operate.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  instead  of  it  operating,  the  ccmtrary  is 
the  case.  I  hope  that  honorable  senators 
will  see  the  advisableness  of  transposing 
the  words  in  the  way  I  have  proposed. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [8.6].— I 
understand  that  the  Minister  wants  to  give 
the  protecti(xi  which  the  manufacturers  of 
these  articles  desire.  On  this  occasion  the 
requests  do  not  come  from  Victorian,  but 
frcMn  Xew  South  Wales,  manufacturers. 
The  manufacturers  of  the  latter  State  point 
oat  that  they  can  make  every  part  of  the 
undergear  except  the  wheels  and  the  axles. 
They  mention  that  the  undergear  consists 
of  the  following  parts  : —  ' 

Two  steam  l>ent  ash  bandies,  and  one  straight 
Imdle,  six  <teel  stays  for  bracing  the  liandles 
ud  ules,  four  steel  springs,  and  four  steel 
tyred  or  rubber  tyred  wheels  with  axles. 

They  go  on  to  say  that  they  have  en- 
tered into  a  contract  with  a  local  manu- 
facturer for  the*  supply  of  certain  bent- 
wood  ware,  in  the  belief  that  they  would  get 
duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent,  in  favour 
of  this  request,  but  if  there  is  no  addi- 
tional protection  to  be  given  other  than  the 
duties  of  30  and  15  per  cent,  under  the 
next  item,  the  mariufacturefs  of  the  gear 
in  the  different  States  would  be  handi- 
capped. If  they  can  make  all  the  parts 
with  the  exception  of  those  which  I  have 
stipulated,  surely  they  ought  to  get  the 
same  measure  of  protection  in  that  regard 
as  they  do  tmder  item  376. 

Request  agreed  to^ 


Senator  LYNCH  (Western  Australia) 
[8.10]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of   Representatives   be  re- 

?uested  to  further  amend  item  376  by  adding  the 
ollowing  new  paragraph : — ^"B.  Wickerwork 
bodies,  ad  Tal.  (General  Tariff),  45  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  40  per  cent."  ' 

We  have  already  agreed  to  request  duties 
of  45  and  40  per  cent,  on  lotinges,  set- 
tees, and  chairs  of  wickerwork,  because  they 
are  imported  from  cheap-labour  countries, 
such  as  China,  Japan,  and  the  Straits 
Settlements. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN 
(Senator  ColcHiel  Neild). — May  I  suggest 
to  the  honorable  senatcx-,  that  "  wicker- 
ware"  does  not  come  from  the  East,  and 
that  the  leito  is  generally  applied  to  willow 
work? 

Senator  LYNCH. — I  understand,  sir, 
that  the  tenn  refers  to  the  method  of 
weaving  the  material,  and  that  it  includes 
willow,  rattan,  and  cane,  and  bamboo. 

Senator  Findley. — The  lionorable  sena- 
tor had  better  specify  the  materials  in  his 
request. 

Sena'tor  LYNCH.— I  intend  the  term 
'  *  wickerwork  ' '  to  cover  those  materials. 
At  the  pres«it  time  we  are  <Hily  oonsider- 
ing  the  importation  of  Chinese  wicko-- 
work,  which  is  mostly  composed  of  cane. 
Here  is  an  illustraK<»i  of  a  perambulator 
body  which  was  imported  lately  from 
China.  The  shipment  included  150,  and 
the  selling  prire  in  Melbourne  was  8s. 
each.  I  am  informed  on  the  best  au- 
thority that  it  Avould  take  an  expert 
wickerworker  at  least  a  day  of  ten 
hours  to  produce  the  article,  so  that 
the  labour  cost  of  the  locally-made  article 
would  be  more  than  the  wholesale  price 
of  the  imported  article.  I  am  sure  that 
ir  is  not  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to 
allow  perambulator  bodies  made  of  this 
material  to  be  treated  more  favorably  than 
wicker  lounges,  settees,  and  chairs  coming 
from  the  cheap-labour  countries. 

Senator  K  EATI NG  (Tasmania — Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [8.14]. — The  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  senator  will  go 
simply  as  far  as  w'.ckerwork,  although  he 
seems  to  desire  that  it  should  go  beyond 
what  is  ordinarily  known  as  wickerwork 
and  cover  other  material.  I  do  not  think 
that  it  wjould  be  competent  for  the  Customs 
cheers  to  give  that  extensive  interpreta- 
ti(»j  to  the  term  "  wickerwork."  They 
would  have  to  give  it  the  more  limJted 
meaning  unless  Parliament  expressly  men- 
tioned the  other i^^^Hyr^Qi^dlpesume 
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that  the  honoraUe  senator  intends  it  to 
go  only  so  far  as  perambulator  bodies. 
When  the  Tariff  was  submitted  to  another 
place  the  question  of  bodies  was  .under 
C(»isideration  in  connexion  with  item  377. 
Realizing  that  they  are  mostly  made  of 
materials  sudi  as  the  h<»K>rab]e  senator 
has  mentioned,  it  was  proposed  to  levy 
a  specific  duty  of  5s.  3d.  each,  but  when 
the  item  was  reached  ^he  Treasurer,  in  con- 
sequence of  further  consideratitHi,  put 
forward  a  substituted  proposal,  and  that 
is  the  one  whieh  is  now  attacjied  to  iftera 
377,  which  imposes  duties  of  20  and  15 
per  cent.  I  have  just  moved  successfully 
in  the  direction  of  having  the  bodies  trans- 
ferred to  item  376,  in  order  to  get  the 
benefit  of  the  higher  duties  of  30  and  25 
p»  cent.,  and  I  hope  that  my  honorable 
friend  will  regard  that  as  sufficient  in  the 
circumstances.  My  haiorable  colleague,  as 
I  have  said,  intended  to  propose  a  high 
specific  duty,  but  decided  subsequently  to 
propose  an  ad  valorem  duty.  It  should,  I 
hope,  satisfy  Senator  Lyndi  if  we  can  in- 
duce the  House  of  Representatives  to  make 
these  bodies  dutiable  at  30  and  25  per  cent. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
f8.i6]. — There  are  two  matters  to  which 
I  should  like  to  .direct  the  attentirai  of 
Senator  Lynch.  One  is  that  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Minister  we  have  already 
decided  to  request  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  give  the  mal»rs  of  these 
bodies  an  increased  protecticm  of  from  20 
to  30  per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff 
and  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  upon  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  That  should, 
to  some  extent,  lessen  the  force  of  the 
claim  which  the  honorable  senator  now 
puts  forward  for  a  specific  duty. 

Senator  Lynch.- — I  do  not  think  it  will 
affect  this  particular  class  of  bodies. 

Senator  MILLEN. — When  we  reached 
this  item  a  few  minutes  ago  bodies  of 
perambulators  and  go-carts  were  dutiable 
at  20  per  cent.  We  have  decided  to  re- 
quest that  they  should  be  made  dutiable  at 
30  per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff,  and 
in  proportion  as  we  have  raised  the  ad 
•valorem  duty  we  have  lessened  any  com- 
plaint which  Senator  Lynch  might  feel 
justified  in  urging  on  behalf  of  those  in- 
terested in  the  trade.  The  next  point  to 
which  I  should  like  to  direct  the. attention 
of  the  honwable  senator  is  that  in  none  cf 
the  circulars  which  have  been  sent  to  hon- 
orable senators  in  connexion  with  these 
matters  have  the  manufacturers  expressed 
the  opinion  that  they  are  not  quite  satisfied 


with  the  measure  of  protection  accorded  by 
the  Tariff,  subject  to  the  removal  of  the 
anomaly  with  which  the  Minister  has 
dealt.  That  having  be^  adjusted,  they 
are  perfectly  satisfied.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  sa^  that  it  should  be  suflSdent  for 
the  Committee  that  the  manufacturers  are 
satisfied,  but  there  should  certainly  be  a 
very  strong  case  made  out  before  we  ven- 
ture to  give  them  a  higher  measure  of  pro- 
tection than  that  which  they  regard  as 
sufficient. 

Request  negatived. 

Item  377.  Perambulator  or  Go-cart  body  and 
under-gcar  each  (GcQeral  Tariff),  5s.  3d. ;  and 
on  and  after  itth  December,  1907,  ad  val.  20  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  5s.;  and  on  and  after 
iith  December,  1907,  ad  val.  15  per  cent. 

Request  (by  Senator  Keating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  377  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "body  and  under-gear,'^  and  inserting  io 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "  parts  a.e.i." 

Item  378.  Cycle  parts  plated  brazed  enamelled 
or  permanently  joined  (including  rims) ;  cycle 
accessories  and  parts  thereof,  including  Steel 
Trouser  Clips,  Steel  Toe  Clips,  and  Bands, 
Parcel  Carriers,  Inflator  Clips  and  Connexions, 
Bells,  Saddles  and  Saddle  Covers,  Tool  Bags, 
Repair  Outfits,  and  the  like,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  nth  De- 
cember, 1907,  15  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
20  per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after  nth  December, 
1907,  10  per  cent. 

Request  (by  Soiator  Keating)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
quested  to  amend  item  378  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "joined"  the  letters  "n.e.i.";  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "accessories"  the  letters 
"n.e.i.";  by  leaving  out  the  words  "Tool 
Bags";  and  the  words  "and  the  like." 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [8.25].— 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  Minister  whether 
any  of  the  articles  enumerated  in  item  378 
are  manufactured  in  any  part  of  the  Con* 
monwealth.  If  they  are,  does  the  hwi- 
orable  senator  think  that,  duties  of  15  and 
10  per  cent,  are  protective  duties?  If 
these  articles  are  not  manufactured  here, 
I,  as  a  protectionist,  contend  that  they 
should  be  admitted  duty  free.  The  Min- 
ister can  scarcely  contend  that  these  are 
protective  duties,  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  as  the  Tariff  was  originally  intro- 
duced, the  duties  proposed  were  25  and 
20  per  cent. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [8.26].  —  I  under- 
stand that  possibly  some,  though  not  many, 
of  these  parts  are  bein^  manufactured  iii 
the  CbmmonweaIt^.g^^.^VfjtIQ^^{^some 
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of  tbem,  tbe  work  of  plating,  brazing, 
coamelling,  and  pennanently  jnning^  is 
carried  on  here.  The  parts  are  im- 
ported in  a  less  finished  ftwm  at  lower 
duties,  and  in  connexi<Mi  with  them  it 
is  tbe  work  of  plating,  brazing,  enamel- 
ling, and  permanently  joining  that  receives 
the  amount  of  protection  here  provided 
for.  As  the  duties  do  not  cover  the  whole 
of  the  work  connected  with  the  imported 
article,  they  may  be  considered  reasonably 
protecti^-e. 

Item  379.  Cycle  parts,  n.e.i.,  including  Steel 
Bars  for  the  maoufacture  of  Rims;  also  un- 
finidied  parts,  namely.  Ball  Heads,  Bottom 
BruAets,  Lugs.  Fork  Ends,  Bridges,  Sprocket 
Vrbeels,  Nipples,  Spokes,  Spoke  Washers;  and 
all  Val«8  for  Tyres ;  Chains,  Cyclometers, 
Speedometers,  Infiators,  Hubs,  and  Pedals,  ad 
vil.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent.;  and  on  and 
after  iith  December,  1907,  5  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  10  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  nth 
December,  1907,  free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [8.27].— I  gave  notice 
of  a  request  in  connexion  with  this  item 
the  object  of  which  is  to  re-cast  the  de- 
scriptim  of  the  articles  made  dutiable 
under  it.  It  will  be  found  that  the  only 
effect  of  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  ver- 
tnage  of  the  item  is  to  amplify  the  descrip- 
tion of  two  or  three  articles  which  appear 
in  the  item  as  it  stands.     I  move — 

That  the  Houm  of  Representatives  be  re- 
4)»ested  to  amend  item  379  to  read  as  follows : — 

"  Cycle  parts  n.e.i.,  including  Steel  Bars  for 
the  manufacture  of  Rimi;  also  parts,  namely. 
Ball  Heads  not  pennaaently  joined  and  parts 
{hereof  plated  or  unplated,  Bottom  Brackets,  in- 
cluding Bracket  Shells  and  plated  or  unplated 
Axles,  Cups,  Cranks,  Cotter,  and  Locking  Pias, 
Lubricators,  and  Chain  Wheels,  Hubs,  including 
SDrocket  Wheel*,  Lock  Rings,  and  Free  Wheel 
Clutches,  Lugs,  Fork  Ends,  Bridges,  Nipples, 
Spokes,  Spoke  Washers,  Chains,  Pedals  and 
parts  thereof,  all  Valves  for  Pneumatic  Tyres, 
also  Cyclometers,  Speedometers,  and  Inflators." 

Reqtiest  agreed  to. 

Item  3S0.    Vehicles,  viz. : — 

(a)  Boston  Chaises,  Dog  Carls,  Gigs,  Tilburys, 
and  other  two-wheeled  vehicles  on  springs  or 
thorough  braces,  each  (General  Tariff),  /6  tas. ; 
and  on  and  after  iitb  December,  1907,  ad  val. 
35  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  £6;  and  on 
and  after  nth  December,  1907,  ad  val.  30  per 
cent.  

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.32]. — I  am  reluctant  to  do  any 
thing  to  arrest  the  splendid  progress  which 
we  are  now  making  with  the  Tariff,  but  I 
think  we  have  come  to  an  item  which  re- 
quires a  little  attention.  I  propose  to 
move  a  request  for  the  restoration  of  the 
duties  on  this  paragraph  as  cuiginally  pro- 
posed.    I  cannot  understand  how  the  Go- 


venunent  came  to  adopt  ad  valorem  instead 
of  fixed  duties  cm  these  articles.  I  have 
looked  through  the  debate  in  another  place, 
but  failed  to  discover  any  reasons  for  the 
departure  of  the  Government  from  their 
original  proposal.  The  building  of 
vehicles  is  an  industry  that  can  be  carried 
on  in  almost  any  country  town  in  Aus- 
tralia. There  is  verv  little  probability  of 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  cconbine  or 
monopoly  being  formed  in  it,  so  that  any 
duty  that  we  may  fix  upon  vehicles  will  be 
for  the  bmefit  solely  of  an  industry  that 
can  be  established  in  all  parts  of  Australia. 
The  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commissicxi 
recommended  fixed  duties,  whidi  the  Go- 
vernment adopted,  with  a  little  addition  in 
order  to  give  a  preference  to  the  Old  Coun- 
try. In  the  digest  of  the  evident  given 
in  the  report  of  the  protecticmist  sec- 
tion of  the  CcHnmission  many  reascms  are 
stated  why  a  fixed  is  very  mijch  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  an  ad  valorem  duty.  The 
greatest  competition  which  our  workmen 
have  to  face  comes  from  the  cheaper  kinds 
of  imported  vehicles.  I  am  no  advocate  of 
giving  any  advantage  to  the  rich  man,  who 
is  well  able  to  pay  a  handsome  price  for 
any  vehicle  that  he  may  require.  I  look 
at  thi&  question  solely  ftom  the  stand-point 
of  the  worker.  Are  we  giving  that  amount 
of  protection  that  will  really  protect  and 
give  additional  work  to  our  own  people  ? 
A  great  deal  of  the  work  which  is  now 
being  sent  out  of  the  coimtry  for  the  build- 
ing of  vehicles  is  for  the  very  cheapest 
kinds.  That  is  the  best  reason  for  im- 
posing a  fixed  duty  which  will  undoubtedly 
protect  and  insure  that  the  whole  of  the 
work  is  done  in  Australia.  This  is  an  in- 
dustry in  which  Australia  can  supply  her 
own  requiremmts.  We  have  the  raw  ma- 
terial, if  any  coimtry  in  the  world  has  it, 
for  the  building  of  all  kinds  of  vehicles. 
Consequently  our  own  requirements  should 
be  supplied  by  our  own  workmen.  A  very 
suspicious  circumstance  in  regard  to  the 
cheaper  kinds  of  vehicles  imported,  as  I 
am  informed  by  those  in  the  industry,  is 
that  the  majority  of  them  bear  no  maker's 
name,  which  suggests  that  they  are  prac- 
tically prison-made. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Has  the  honor- 
able senator  the  slightest  evident^  of  that? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  the 
opinion  of  both  employers  and  employ^ 
to  corroborate  what  I  am  stating. 

Senator  Gray. — Can  the  honorable  sena- 
tor mention  a  single  pnspn  in  England 
where  those  vehiqJpz^yife^Og  Ic 
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Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  prisons  to 
which  I  refer  are  in  countries  other  than 
England. 

Senator  Gkay. — Can  the  honorable  sena- 
tor give  a  specific  instance? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  the  en- 
dence  of  both  employers  and  employes  that 
such  is  the  case.  I  am  told  that  the  cheaper 
kinds  of  buggies  comb  frcmi  America,  and 
are  evidently  made  in  prisons,  or  otherwise 
the  maker's  name  would  be  attached  to 
them. 

Senator  Gray. — Scane  good  onesare  made 
in  Australia  and  stmie  awfully  poor  ones, 
just  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  do  not  say 
that  every  buggy  produced  in  Australia  is 
all  that  it  should  be,  but  the  hcmorable 
senator  will  admit  that  we  haw  the  raw 
material  iiere,  and  that  there  is  no  great 
amount  of  craftsmanship  required  in  the 
making  of  bu^^s  that  our  own  workmen 
cannot  master.  As  we  wish  to  make  the 
Tariff  protective,  and  as  these  articles  can 
be  made  in  almost  any  country  town  in  Aus- 
tralia, we  should  impose  a  duty  that  will 
be  protective  bej-ond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  I  am  told  that  the  ad  valorem 
duty  now  fixed  is  little  belter  than  a  mere 
revenue  duty.  We  do  not  want  revenue 
duties  on  articles  of  this  kind  that  we  Can 
make  in  Australia. 

Senator  Gray. — What  is  the  amount  of 
the  imports? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  not  the 
figures  here,  but  looTcing  at  them  recentlv,  I 
noticed  that  they  are  increasing.  We  have, 
therefore,  every  reasMi  for  raising  the  duty 
to  the  level  originally  proposed  by  the  Go- 
%'ernment.  .  If  we  place  a  properly  pro- 
tective duty  on  them  we  shall  insure  that 
thev  will  all  be  Australian  made.  .  In  some 
of  the  items  which  we  have  already  dealt 
with  we  have  raised  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  of  these  vehicles.  We, have,  ftw 
instance,  put  a  duty  on  hubs. 

Senator  Savers. — To  help  our  own 
people  to  make  them. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Still  they  are 
a  raw  material  of  the  coach-builder.  If 
we  wish  to  do  the  right  thing  it  is  therefore 
necessary  to  raise  this  duty. 

Senator  Findley. — We  put  a  duty  on 
hubs  because  hubs  are  being  made  here. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— We  put  a  duty 
'  in  that  case  on  the  raw  material  of  this  in- 
dustry. 

Senator    Trenwith. — Surely    a  duty 
piakes  hubs  cheaper,  because  we  are  mak- 
p^ing  them  here. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Until  such  time 
as  those  hubs  are  made  in  sufBcient  quan^- 
tities  in  Australia,  the  honorable  senatcMT 
will  admit  that  they  will  be  dearer,  al- 
though ultimatdy  I  belie\-e  that  they  will 
be  cheaper. 

Senator  MnxSN. — ^Did  the  honorable 
senator  say  that  the  35  per  cent,  duty  is 
only  a  revenue  cne? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  very  litrie 
else.  At  any  rate,  it  does  not  give  the 
amount  of  effective  protectiwi  that  is  neces- 
sary. I  wish  to  see  all  our  whicles  made 
in  Australia.  Whether  a  duty  is  35  or  65 
per  cent.,  if  it  does  not  give  the  protection 
I  desire,  I  do  not  regard  it  as  effective. 
Figures  mean  nothing  if  a  duty  does  not 
effect  the  object  aimed  at.  The  best  way 
to  achieve  the  desirable  end  of  having  aU 
our  vehicles  made  in  Australia  is  to  impose 
a  fixed  duty.    I  move — ■ 

That  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  380,  para- 
graph A  (impoits*  under  General  Tariff)',  each. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Heme  Affairs)  [8.42]. — Senator  dc 
Largie  was  good  enough  to  tell  me 'during 
the  dinner  adjournment  that  he  intended  to 
test  the  feeling  of  the  Cwnmittee  upKxi 
SMne  of  these  duties.  I  was  in  a  position 
to  inform  him  that,  owing  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  Government  in  another  place, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances* 
it  will  be  imixwsible  for  us  to  support  his 
proposal  to  revert  to  the  fixed  duties  cxigi- 
nally  proposed.  When  the  item  was  before 
another  place,  my  colleague,  follon-ing  out 
the  recommendation  of  the  Tariff  Commi^- 
siwi,  endeavoured  to  get  fixed  duties  im- 
posed upon  all  these  vehicles.  He  fought 
very  strenuously  to  induce  the  Committee 
of  another  place  to  agree  with  iiim,  but 
unfortunately .  it  was  impossible  to  hide 
from  ourselves  t!ie  fact  that  one  of  the  dis- 
advantages of  a  fixed  duty  in  regard  to 
articles  of  this  kind,  which  range  in  value 
to  very  great  extremes,  was  that  upwi  the 
cheaper  articles  a  very  high  rate  was  im- 
posed if  it  was  converted  into  its  ad 
valorem  equivalent,  whereas  on  the  much 
dearer  articles  it  bore  very  lightly.  Many 
of  these  articles  which  have  been  imported 
are  of  \-ery  high  cost.  They  are  imported 
because  they  are  costly,  and  because  there 
is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  people  who 
use  them  to  believe  that  they  cannot  be 
turned  out  of  such  quality  in  the  Common- 
wealth. It  is  desirable  that  the  rate  of 
dutv  upwi  such  articles  ^xHild  be  at  feast 
as  high  as  that  i^|)^^i@^^|^  ones. 
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The  Government,  influenoed  by  that  con- 
sideration, and  by  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
position for  fixed  duties  did  not  seem  to 
be  even  a  practicable  or  acceptable 
one  for  the  consideration  of  another 
jplace,  announced  through  the  Treasurer 
that  tl^  would  move  to  substitute 
for  those  cxig^nally  tabled  the  ad 
valorem  rates  now  shown  in  the  schedule. 
It  was  moved  in  regard  to  paragraph  a  to 
replace  the  fixed  duties  with  ad  valorem 
rates  of  35  P^r  cent.  (General  Tariff)  and 
30  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom).  The  Trea- 
surer induced  the  Coenmittee  of  another 
place  to  adopt  tiiose  rates  in  respect  of  the 
wbc^e  of  these  paragraphs  from  a  to  h, 
including  paragraph  f,  in  r^ard  to  which 
the  Government's  original  proposal  was  fcff 
rates  of  30  and  20  per  cent.  Even  those, 
and  others  subsequent,  the  Committee  of 
another  place,  on  the  general  understand- 
ing, raised  to  35  and  30  per  cent. 
Personally,  I  think  35  per  cent,  and  30 
per  cent.,  so  far  from  bnng  reVCTue 
duties,  as  Senator  de  Largie  would  sug- 
gest, taken  all  round  on  the  various 
goods,  gire  very  fair  and  reasonable  pro- 
tection. Of  course,  I  can  quite  under- 
stand, -with  the  honorable  senatcH*,  that 
there  may  be  a  few  varieties  of 
articles,  in  respect  of  whidi  35  per  cent 
or  30  per  cent,  may  not  amount  to 
very  modi.  But,  taking  the  general  run  of 
the  articles  comprised  in  the  paragraphs.  I 
think  anT  fair-minded  man  will  admit 
Buties  of  35  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent., 
or  practically  one-third  the  value  of  these 
goods,  to  be  very  reasonable  protection. 

'Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[8.46]. — In  order  that  the  Committee  may 
know  the  exact  posfdcxi,  I  think  the  figures 
'•n  regard  to  the  imports  ought  to  be 
given,  espeaally  as  -  Senator  de  Laigie 
snggesterJ  that  of  the  articles  im- 

ported under  the  item  were  made  in  gaols. 

Senator  Gray.— There  is  no  such  evi- 
dence ;  that  is  only  a  statement. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— There  is  not 
a  tittle  of  evidence  in  support  of  it. 

Senator  Lynch. — How  do  you  account 
f<x  the  articles  coming  in  iinbranded? 

Seutor  ST.  LEDGER.— The  Customs 
Tetnms  as  to  vehicles,  n.e.i.,  for  1906  show 
that  the  value  of  the  imports  was  £,2^,^09. 
That  must  orily  represent  the  smallc^ 
fraction  of  the  total  value  of  the  v^icles 
laed  in  Australia,  and,  assuming  that  the 
fipues  are  ooirect,  the  coachbuilders  of 
Australia  must  have  had  99  per  cent,  of 


the  trade.  Having  an  immense  porticm 
of  the  trade  already  under  the  lower  duty, 
what  reason  can  there  be  for  mcreasing 
the  duty,  and  adopting  the  suggestion 
of  Senator  de  Largie?  The  places  of 
origin  of  the  imprnta  were  the  United 
Kingdomi  Canada,  Hong  K<Hig,  New 
Zealand,  Belgium,  Gennany,  and  the 
United  States.  The  imports  fnxn  Hong 
Kong  under  this  item  only  amounted  to 
jQx2 ;  so  that,  if  the  question  of  the 
goods  being  manufactured  in  eastern 
countries  or  in  gaols  is  raised,  the  whole 
thing  ccHues  to  only  £,12.  lyith  regard 
to  the  proposed  specific  duty  of  £,6  12s.  on 
any  vehicle  landed  in  Australia  under  para- 
graph (a),  by  the  time  it  was  taken  to  the 
interior  parts  the  freight  would  amount  to 
as'  much  again.  To  ship  a  vehicle  frcxn 
Melbourne  or  Sydney  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia or  Queensland  must  cost  more  than 
£6  I2S.  I  think  the  case  for  increasing 
the  duty  Is  not  very  strtmg,  and  there  is 
not  the  shadow  of  a  reason  few  the  large 
specific  duty  proposed  by  Senator  de 
Largie.  I  hope  the  (jovernment  will  be 
able  to  carry  their  proposal ,  because  I  re- 
cognise that  it  is  hopeless  to  endeavour  to 
increase  the  duty. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [8.50].— I  cannot  allow  this  series 
of  duties  to  pass  by  without  saying  a  word 
to  indicate  my  sense  of  the  high  rate  that 
already  exists.  I  doubt  very  much  whe- 
ther some  honoraEle  senators  are  not  losing 
sigWt'  to  some  extent  ot  what  big  figures 
really  mean.  A  duty  of  35  per  cent. 
General  Tariff,  plus  one-tenth,  cranes  to 
38J  per  cent.,  and  a  United  Kingdony 
Tariff  of  30  per  cent.,  plus  one-tenth, 
comes  to  33  per  cent.  Surely  such  duties, 
on  articles  which  are  so  bulky  that  the 
freight  of  them  of  itself  constitutes  an 
enormous  protection,  should  give  our 
carriage-makers  everything  that  the  most 
ardent  protectionist  could  desire  If  I 
could  see  the  shadow  of  a  chance  of 
carrying  anything  of  the  sort  I  would  oro- 
pose  a  very  material  reduction.  I  believe 
that  the  duly  under  the  last  Tariff  was  only 
25  per  cent.,  and  under  that  Tariff  the 
vast  bulk  of  the  trade  of  Australia  in 
vehicles  of  all  kinds  was  undoubtedly  in 
the  hands  of  the  Australian  makers.  To 
ask  for  an  increase  on  the  rates  that 
have  already  been  a^^d  upon  by  another 
place,  is  to  verge  very  closely  <mi  the  point 
of  prtrfiibition.  That  'is  practically  what 
Senator  de  Largie  aims  at.  I  suppose  that 
the  best  thing  h0|f^^^(gQ^[ew  do 
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is  not  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Committee 
in  seeking  for  reductions  on  these  rates,  but 
quietly  to  submit. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.55].— J  would  not  again  trouble 
the  CtMnmittee  if  it  were  not  for  the  state- 
ment of  Senator  St.  Ledger,  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  evidence  for  the  assertion 
that  I  made  regarding  the  importation  of 
priscHi-made  vehicles.  I  did  Xi6t  wish  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Ccmmittee  by 
quoting  evidence,  but  when  an  hcxiOTabte 
senator  so  flatly  contradicts  a  statement 
of  mine,  I' feel  it'is  my  duty  to  furnish 
the  C(Mnmittee  with  evidence. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Quote  the  evi- 
dence.   You  did  not  do  so. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  was 
simply  because  I  wanted  to  save  the 
time  of  the  Committee.  The  honorable 
senator  was  trying  to  lead  the  Committee 
to  believe  that  there  was  no  such  evidence 
given  to  the  Tariff  C^xnmission. 

Senator  Gray. — You  said  so  yourself. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  will  read  the  evidence 
honorable  senators  are  so  anxious  to  obtain. 
It  is  not  one-sided,  and  it  does  not  come 
from  any  particular  section  of  the  com- 
munity or  from  any  particular  part  of  the 
Commonwealth,  because  I  find  that  it  has 
been  given  before  the  Tariff  Commission 
by  witnesses  hailing  fnHn  all  parts  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  report  of  the  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commissicm  states — 

A  Western  Australian  coachbuilder  stated 
that  he  bad  a  stroag  snipicion  that  a  good  deal 
of  the  stuff  coming  to  his  State' was  prison  made. 

Then  there  was  a  Victorian  witness — • 

A  Melbourne  coachbuilder  asserted  that  the 
buggies  imported  from  America  at  such  prices 
as  £9o  per  dozen  were  prison-made  goods. 

I  think  the  price  quoted  is  quite  sufficient 
proof  of  that. 

Senator  Gray. — You  can  get  them  made 
here  for  less  than  that. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  report  con- 
tinues— 

They  were  not  allowed  to  be  sold  in  that 
country,  and  so  were  sent  abroad. 

Senator  Gray. — He  did  not  give  any 
proof. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  an  angel 
from  heaven  came  to  give  evidence  about 
this  matter  our  free-trade  friends  would 
cast  all  kinds  of  doubts  on  that  angel's 
veracity.  There  is  evidence  that  priscm- 
made  goods  were  brought  to  Australia, 

Senator  Gray. — Where  is  it  given? 


Senator  DE  LARGTE. — I  am  quoting 
only  a  digest  of  the  evid«ree.  If  the 
honorable  senator  wants  the  whole  of  it  let 
him  read  the  voluminous  evidence  taken  by 
the  Commission.     The  report  goes  on — 

Another  Melbourne  coachbuilder — 

Senator  Gray. — ^We  do  not  believe  all 
these  Melbourne  yams ;  we  have  had  them 
before. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  cannot  under- 
stand why  honorable  senators  are  so 
anxious  to  drown  my  vdce.  The  report 
states — 

A  Melbourne  coachbuilder,  one  of  a  Committee 
appointed  by  a  meeting  of  employers  and  em- 
ployes to  give  evidence  before  the  Commission — 
said  that  at  one  time  be  worked  in  America, 
and  had  learned  from  the  superintendent  of  a 
prison  there  that  prison-made  goods  had  been 
exported  from  America  to  Australia-.  He  could 
not,  however,  say  whether  the  practice  still 
prevailed,  but  be  did  know  that  prison-made 
goods  could  not  be  sold  in  America,  and  had  to 
be  exported  somewhere. 

Senator  Gray. — ^That  is  a  Melbourne 
yarn. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.^I  think  it  shows 
that  the  witness  was  very  careful  about  his 
evidence.  An  East  Brisbane  coachbuilder 
also  gave  evidence,  and  perhaps  Senatw  St, 
Ledger  will  pay  some  attention  to  a  state- 
ment coming  frcHxt  Queensland.  The  Bris- 
bane coachbuilder  asserted  that  many 
prison-made  buggies  came  into  Australia. 
He  stated — 

They  were  exported  "  in  the  white.'*  He  got 
his  information  from  the  trade  journals.  It 
was,  he  said,  very  difficult  to  get  absolute 
proof,  as  the  buggies  were  first  bought  by, 
dealers. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^Rea'd  on. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— When  I  have 
given  evidence  to  prove  my  case  that  is 
sufficient,  more  especially  as  my  dogmatic 
friend,  no  matter  whether  he  knows  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  subject  or  not,  rises 
and  says  there  is  no  proof  when  there  is 
absolute  proof.  I  think  I  have  proved 
that  the  cheaper  made  kinds  of  buggies 
coming  in  at  ridiculously  low  prices,  with- 
out any  makers'  names  being  attached  to 
them,  have  been  made  in  pristxis  and  at 
such  pla(%s  that  the  makers  are-  ashamed  to 
put  the  brand  on. 

Senator  ST  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[8.59].— Senatn:  de  Largie  went  to  some 
trouble  to  discredit  mv  statement.  I  asked 
him  to  ccMitinue  reading  the  report  of  the 
Commission,  but  he  did  not  do  so.  How- 
ever, I  will  read  it. 

Senator  Findlev. — Re^^  the  whole  of 
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Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  will  read 
one  paragraph,  and  if  the  honorable  s«ia- 
tor  is  not  satisfied  he  can  go  on  and  read 
the  rest  lumself.  I  will  ask  the  Commit- 
tee to  listen  to  the  continuatim  of  the  re- 
port of  the  CommissuHi  in  proof  of  the 
portion  I  took  up.  I  did  not  take  up 
tfiat  stand  to  disooura^  Senatw  de  Lar- 
gie, but  to  point  out  that  so  far  as  the  de- 
bate went  we  had  no  evidence  of  the  im- 
portation of  prison-made  buggies  into 
Australia.  Senator  de  Largie  read  from 
the  repOTt  of  the  Commission  to  substan- 
tiate his  position,  and  then  stopped  short — 

The  Victorian  Coiiector  of  Customs  stated  in 
evidence  that  when  Mr.  Kingston  was  Minister, 
exhaustive  inquiries  were  made  into  the  matter 
of  the  importation  of  prison-made  goods,  with 
the  rexnlt  that  it  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Department  that  the  rumours  were  without 
foundation. 

Senator  LYN'CH  (Western  Australia) 
[9.1]. — I  am  rather  astonished  at  the  atti- 
ttjde  of  the  Government  on  this  item,  see- 
ing that  it  was  introduced  in  another  form 
elsewhere,  and  only  abandoned  by  the 
Treasurer  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of 
numbers.  I  am  satisfied  that  their  pre- 
sent attitude  roust  be  very  pleasing  to 
free-trade  senators,  because  it  means  a  re- 
duction of  duty.  If,  however,  we  had 
been  invited  to  restore  the  cniginal  pro- 
posal for  levying  fbud  duties,  they  would 
have  had  very  much  fault  to  find.  I  re- 
gret very  much  indeed  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  seen  fit  to  adhw  to  their 
original  proposal. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  requested  to  make  the  duty  on 
item  380,  paragraph  a,  *'  Boston  Chaises, 
Dog-carts,  &c.,"  each  £^6  12s.  (Senator 
DE  Lascie's  request) — put.  The  C(»n- 
mittee  divided. 
Ayes 

Noes  ... 


10 

13 


Majority 


<!*■  largie,  H. 
Findley,  £. 
Henderson,  G. 
I.vnch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  C. 
Needbam,  E. 


Best,  R.  W. 
Gould,  Lt. -Colonel 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
UUlen.  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel 
Pnlsford,  E. 
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Arcs. 

Pearce.  G.  F 
Russell,  K. 


Stewart 


ell,  E.  J. 
art.  J.  C. 


Teller: 
Story,  W.  H. 


Ncis. 


Sayers.  R.  J. 

St.  Ledger.  A.  J. 
iTrenwith,  W.  A. 
'Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
McColI.  J.  H. 


Croft,  J.  W. 
Guthiie,  R.  S. 
Givens,  T. 
Turlcy,  H. 
Russell,  W. 


Paus. 

Cbataway.  T.  D. 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
Marfarlane,  J. 
Mulcahy,  K. 
Dobson,  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  380.  Vehicles,  viz.  : —  

(8)  Buggies,  four-wheeled —  Waggons  fc. 
carrying  goods.  Waggons,  smgle  or 
double-seated,  Waggons,  express  (with- 
out tops,  mounted  on  springs  or  thor- 
ough braces)  each  (Genetal  Tariff),  £9 
i8s. ;  and  on  ai>d  after  nth  December, 
1907,  ad  val.  35  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  and  on  and  after  nth 
December,  1907,  ad  val,  30  per  cent. 

Request  (by  Senator  de  Largie)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  380,  para- 
graph B,  each  (imports  under  General  Tariff), 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [9.7]. — If  the  duty  be  increased  it  will 
have  a  far  more  reaching  effect  than  is 
imagined  by  some  honorable  senators  who 
believe  in  protection.  It  will  certainly 
encourage  the  local  manufacture  of  wheels, 
spokes,  and  hubs.  In  Australia  we  have 
a  gum  known  as  the  York  gum,  which  is 
admittedly  the  best  timber  in  the  wwld 
for  the  manufacture  of  hubs.  Un- 
doubtedly the  duty,  if  increased,  will  give 
an  impetus  to  the  coachbuilding  trade.  I 
remind  honorable  senators  that  exactly  the 
same  price  is  -charged  for  the  imported 
vehicle,  which  carries  no  guarantee,  as  for 
the  locally-made  vehicle,  which  is  guaran- 
teed to  the  purchaser.  In  my  opinion. 
Senator  de  Largie  has  submitted  a  reason- 
able request.  I  am  surprised  at  the  Go- 
vernment in  so  tying  the  hands  of  their  re- 
presentatives in  the  Senate  that,  in  the  light 
of  further  informaticm  which  has  been  sup- 
plied during  the  (X)nsideration  of  the 
schedule,  they  caimot  support  their  pro- 
tectionist friends  in  the  desire  to  impoEe  an 
effective  duty  on  vehicles.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  request  will  be  carried. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [9- 10]. — I  had  hoped 
that  the  recent  vote  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted as  an  indicatiwi  of  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  all  articles  in 
this  item.  When  the  fixed  duty  on  para- 
graph A  was  displaced  elsewhere  by  ad 
valorem  duties  of  35  and  30  per  oent., 
those  rates  were  applied  to  the  remaining 
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cwiginally  proposed  by  the  Government  were 
lower  than  xYvos^  rates.  The  inequality  of 
the  fixed  duty  became  very  apparent  to  the 
Government  on  account  of  the  difference  in 
quality  and  price  of  the  imported  articles. 
The  imposition  of  different  fixed  duties  on 
the  various  classes  of  vehicles  led,  in  some 
instances,  to  confusion,  and,  at  any  rate,  to 
claims  being  made  that  certain  vehicles 
should  ornie  in  under  one  head,  when,  pro- 
perly speaking,  they  should  come  in  under 
another  head.  There  is  one  advantage  in 
having  ad  valorem  duties  of  55  and  30  per 
cent,  on  \'^icles  generally,  and  that  is  that 
every  vehicle  cwnes  in  under  these  para- 
graphs at  the  one  rate,  and  no  dispute  can 
arise  between  the  importer  and  the  Customs 
House.  It  simplifies  administration.  I 
remind  honorable  senators  that  under  the 
old  Tariff  the  highest  duty  on  any  of 
these  articles  was  25  per  cent,,  and  that 
we  are  now  proposing  duties  of  35  and  30 
per  cent. 

Senator  N£E£«am. — Yes,  but  the  Go- 
vernment have  imposed  a  duty  of  40  per 
cent,  on  other  articles. 

Senator  KEATING.— We  should  have 
been  prepared  to  give  reasonable  percent- 
ages on  other  items  if  we  had  had  the  sup- 
port of  my  tumorable  frioid. 

Senator  Needham. — I  have  supported 
the  Government  to  raise  dtities. 

Senator  KE  ATI  NG.  —Not  on  every 
item.  When  it  is  recollected  that  these 
vehicles  differ  very  largely  in  value  and 
quality,  it  must  be  admitted  that  35  and  30 
per  cent,  are  adequate  protective  duties.  I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  adhere  fo  the 
ad  valorem  rates  which  are  levied  under 
this  item. 

Question  put.    The  Ccwomlttee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  10 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  12 


Fairs. 


Croft,  J.  W. 

Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Givens,  T. 
Turlev.  H. 
Russe'li,  W. 


Chatnway,  T.  D. 
C lentous,  J.  S. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Dobson,  H. 


Majority 


de  Largie,  H. 
J-'indley,  E. 
Henderson,  O. 
Lvncb,  P.  J 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  K. 


Best,  R.  W. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Cray,  J.  P. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
McCoII,  1.  H. 
Millcn.  K.  D. 
Neilfl,  Cdoari 


AVES. 

I'earct,  t;.  V. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Stcry,  W.  JI. 

Teller  : 
Russell,  £.  J. 

Nors. 

Pulsford,  E. 
St.  Ledger.  A.  J. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 
VardoB,  J. 

Teller.- 
Sayera,  K.  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  i8o.    Vehicles,  tiz. 

G.  All  carriages  or  conveyances,  n.e.i.,  band 
trucks,  and  parts  n.e.i.,  of  vehicles,  iacludiog 
axles  and  springs  when  imported  separately,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  iitb 
December,  1907,  30  per  cent. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia)  [9. 18]. 
— I  understand  that  this  item  includes 
chilled  iron  wheels,  although  they  are  used 
for  railway  carriages  or  tram  cars,  and  not 
for  vehicles  drawn  by  horses. 

Senator  Keating. — It  does  include  them. 

Senator  STORY. — It  seems  to  me  that 
these  chilled  iron  wheels  should  be  included 
either  in  it«n  Z70A,  Manufactuies  of 
Metals  n.e.i.,  or  item  222,  dealing  with 
wheels  of  a  certain  diameter.    I  move — 

That  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  380,  paragraph  c,  by  in- 
serting after  the  letters  "  n.e.i."  the  words  "  (ex- 
cepting chilled  iron  wheels}." 

Senator  Keating— What  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  propose  to  do  with  them? 

Senator  STORY.— They  would  come 
automatically  under  the  item  Manufactures 
of  Metals  n.e.i.  It  seems  to  me  that  thi& 
is  not  the  proper  place  for  them. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  desire  to  raise  or  lower  the  duty 
on  them? 

Senator  STORY.— I  am  not  thinking  so 
much  of  the  duty  as  of  the  proper  classifi- 
cation of  these  wheels.  We  have  already 
[Mssed  an  item  covering  wheels  of  a  certain 
diameter. 

Senator  Keating. — That  item  refers  to 
steel  wheels. 

Senator  STORY.— I  do  not  see  why  any 
difference  should  be  made  between  iron  and 
steel  wheels  used  for  practically  the  same 
purposes.  We  are  not  dealing  in  item  380 
with  railway  carriages  or  tram  cars,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  chilled  iron  wheels  should 
'ce  included  under  item  170A,  Manufactures 
of  Metals  n.e.i. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
t';r  of  Home  Affairs)  [9.23]. — Senator  Story 
desires  that  chilled  iron  wheels  should  be 
excepted  from  this  item,  in  order  to  im- 
prove the  classification  projrosed.  I  under- 
stand on  reference  to  the*  Customs  authori- 
ties that  what  [|fa6^4i(mo»l9^^n£lor  pro- 
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poses  would  not  improve  the  classification, 
and  that  tbe  wheels  referred  to  are  properly 
included  in  this  item,  under  which  they 
are  dutiable  at  35  and  30  per  cent. 
Senator  Story  does  not  desire  to  reduce 
the  duties  which  these  articles  have  to 
bear  under  this  item,  but  if  they  are 
transfored  to  item  170A,  Manufactures  of 
Uetals  n.e.i.  they  will  be  dutiable  at 
25  and  20  per  cent.,  which  would  be  a 
reducticm  of  10  per  cent,  cm  imports  whe- 
ther under  the  General  Tariff  or  from  the 
Lmted  Kingdom.  The  honOTable  senator 
refened  also  to  item  32a,  of  Division  VI., 
which  oorers  steel  and  steel  rimmed  wheels 
of  over  50  inches  diameter  in  the  tread,  for 
trades  and  waggons,  and  which  bears  a 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  under  the  General 
Tariff,  and  is  free  on  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  These  chilled  iron  wheels 
are  a  differwit  class  of  wheels  altogether, 
and  the  low  rate  of  duty  on  steel  wheels 
indicates  that  they  are  not  manufactured  in 
the  Commonwealth.  To  remove  chilled 
iron  wheels  from  the  item  now  under  dis- 
cQsnon  would  be  to  make  them  dutiable  nt 
a  lower  rate  than  is  now  proposed,  and  T 
therefore  ask  the  hcmorable  senate  not  to 
press  his  request.  If  he  desires  that  the 
general  reader  of  the  Tariff  should  know 
encily  where  to  find  these  articles 
he  drauld  request  that  they  may  be  sped- 
ficaliy  mentioned  in  the  item.  That  might 
be  done  by  requesting  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  insert  after  the  letters 
1'n.e.i."  the  words  "  incltt(£ng  chilled 
iron  wheels  "  ;  and  that  would  not  inter- 
fere wiih  the  duties  now  imptraed  on  such 
articles. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.26]. — I  have  been  so  occupied 
«n&:  I  left  the  chair  a  few  minutes  ago 
in  getting  up  a  Ifttle  information  which 
1  »ish  to  put  before  the  Committee,  that 
I  rnust  be  excused  if  I  do  not  know  how 
best  ID  secure  an  amendment  which  I  de- 
sire should  be  made  in  this  paragraph  of 
Item  380.  It  includes  axles  and  springs 
•hen  imported  separately,  and  I  wish  to 
(JirecT  the  attention  of  the  I^Iinister  to  the 
<le»jability  of  fixing  some  materially 
lower  rate  of  duty  than.  35  per  cent,  on 
the  patent  American  axle  known  as  the 
Tnnken  Roller  Bearing  Axle.  I  obtained 
from  the  local  agents  two  samples,  one  of 
a  ball  and  one  of  a  roller- bearing  axle, 
*l"ch  can  be  inspected  in  the  corridor. 
I  was  asked  by  the  Sydney  representatives 
of  this  very  valuable  invention  to  see  whe- 
wr  i  could  not  obtain,  in  the  interests  of 


the  users  of  axles,  some  reduction  of  the 
very  high  rate  of  35  per  cent. 

Senator  de  Larcie. — Is  it  not  rather 
in  the  interests  of  the  importers? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  suf^ose 
that  the  importing  firm  get  a  commis- 
sion on  the  twsiness.  I  lKlie\'e  that  im- 
porters generally  do  not  transact  business 
for  philanthropic  purposes,  whatever  manu- 
facturers are  said  to  do.  It  appears  that 
the  reducti<»i  in  the  draught  of  vehicles 
and  waggons  to  which  roller-bearing 
axles  are  attadied  amounts  to  from  40 
to  80  per  cent.,  arcording  to  the  grade 
conditions,  and  for  heavy  drawing,  es- 
pecially in  the  country,  these  axles  would 
be  of  the  greatest  value.  They  are  also 
used  in  connexitm  with  motor  cars.  As 
the  chassis  for  motor  cars  are  free  under 
the  Tariff,  and  as  these  axles  would  be 
free  if  they  came  in  attached  to  the 
chassis  for  motor  cars,  it  is  not  asking 
very  much  to  request  a  reducticm  in  the 
rate  of  duty  on  these  articles  when  im- 
ported separately.  I  may  point  out  that 
they  are  costly,  and  are  worth  from  j£6  up 
to  _;^30  for  a  set  of  four  arms.  I  should 
be  glad  if  an  opportunity  were  afforded  to 
enable  some  Government  expert  to  inspect 
them,  as  it  would  be  seen  at  once  that 
they  a  re  exceedingl  y  elaborate,  a  nd  by 
no  means  to  be  included  amongst  ordi- 
nary axles.  I  belie\'e  that  they  are  the 
only  axles  of  the  kind  which  are  made  at 
the  present  time.  In  what  form  w<Hild 
it  be  most  convenient  for  me  to  submit 
a  request  that  the  dirty  should  be  left 
at  the  old  rate  of  15  per  cent.? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN 
(Senator  McColl). — If  the  honorable 
senator  desires  the  axles  menti(Hied  to  be 
admitted  it  a  lower  duty,  he  had  better 
submit  a  request  for  a  separate  para- 
graph. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  specify  the  kind  of  axle? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Yes.  It  will 
be  better  to  specify  roller-bearing  and  ball- 
bearing axles. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia) 
[9.32]. — As  I  can  see  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  my  request  being  agreed  to, 
after  the  expressi<ms  of  opinion  which  I 
have  heard,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Request,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Senator  Colcmel  Neild.-t-I  wishi  to 
move  now  for  the  in£eft5odb0|:.jiGI6l^J&a- 
graph  GG. 
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Senator    K  E  ATI  N  G    (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [9.33]. — I  under- 
stand, after  communicaltion  with  the  Cus- 
t(xns  officer   who  knows  the  operation  of 
this  division  of    the    Tariff,  and  after 
viewing  the   exhibit   produced,  that  (he 
articles  referred  to  by  Senator  Neild  are 
not  made  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
they  are  essential  in  ccmnexion  with  tlie 
oxist  ruction    in    the    GcMmnon wealth  of 
motor  lorries  and  waggons  and  motorcars. 
As  there  are  later  provisions  in  paragraphs 
I  and  J  to  admit  chassis  for  mtkor  w^ag- 
gons  and  lorries  and  motor  cars  at  5  per 
nent.,  and  free,  the  position  is  seemingly 
■somewhat  anomalous.     I  shall  therefore 
have  no  objection  to  Senator  Neild  moving 
to  insert  after  the  word  "Axles"  in  this 
paragrapli  the  letters  "n.e.i.,"  and  sub^ 
sequently   t  he  following    new  sub-para- 
graphs:— Paragraph  i,  sub^paragraph  (c) 
Axles    for    motor    lorries    and  waggons 
(General    Tariff),  5  per   cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),    free ;     paragraph    j,  sub- 
paragraph   (c)    Axles    for    motc^  cars 
(General  Tariff),  5   per   cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free." 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  do  not  want 
to  get  under  the  honorable  senator's 
guard.  WouM  it  not  be  as  well  'to  limit 
the  class  of  axles  by  describing  than  as 
roller-bearing  or  ball-bearing? 
Senator  KEATING.— Yes. 
Request  (by  Senator  Colonel  Neild) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  380,  paragraph  G,  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "Axles"  the  letters 
"n.e.i.  " 

Item  380.  Vehicles,  viz.  : —  .... 
And  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907 — 
(I)  {a)  Bodies  for  Motor  Lorries  and  Wag- 
gons and  parts  thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  35  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 
{i)  Chassis  for  Motor  Waggons  and  Ix)r- 
ries,  ad  val.   (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free.   .   .  . 

Request  (by  Senator  Colonel  Neild) 
proposed — ■ 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  ^ao,  paragraph  I,  by 
adding  (he  following  new  sub-paragraph  : — 

"  {c)  Roller  bearing  and  Ball  bearing  Axles 
for  Motor  Lorries  and  Waggons 
(General  Tariff),  ad  val,  5  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  free." 

Senates  KEATING  (Tasmania — Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [9.40]. — As  I  pre- 
viously indicated,  we  see  no  objection  to 
providing  here  for  the  introduction  of 
these  jjai^icular  axles  for  this  specific  pur- 
pose at  the  lower  rates  proposed. 

Request  agreed  to. 


Item  380.    Vehicles,  vi*.  : —  .... 

And  on  and  after  nth  December,  1907 — 

())  (a)  Bodies  for  Motor  Cars  and  parts 
thereof  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
35  per  cent.j  (United  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent. 

(#)  Chassis  for  Motor  Cars  and  Rubber 
Tyres  for  one  Car,  ad  vaL  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom}, free. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [9-42]. — In  ac- 
cordance with  notice,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  380,  paragraph  ],  sub- 
paragraph {£),.  by  leaving  out  the  words  **  and 
Rubbier  Tyres  for  one  Car"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "but  not  including  Rubber 
Tyres." 

Rubber  tyres  will  then  fall,  as  was  in- 
tended, under  item  350,  "  Rubber  Manu- 
factures n.e.i.,"  and  be  dutiable  at  25 
per  cent,  under  the  General  Tariff,  and 
at  20  per  cetit.  if  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom.,  They  are  manufac- 
tured in  the  Cominmwealth  to  a  cmsider- 
able  extent. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.43]. — On  one  or  two  occasicxis 
the  Minister  has  indicated  the  desirability 
of  making  the  Tariff  conform  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  usages  of  trade.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  customary  for  imported  cars  to 
be  sold  with  extra  tyres. 

Senator  Findley. — ^Why  should  people 
be  allowed  to  import  an  additional  set  of 
tyres?  If  they  want  tyres,  let  them  get 
th^  made  in  Australia. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Because  it  is 
the  cust(xn  of  the  trade. 

Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  trying  to  knock  custom  down  every 
day. 

Senator  Best. — ^To  knodc  the  CustOTis 
duties  down. 

Senator  PULSFORD.- -Apparently  the 
honorable  senator  is  trying  to  raise  them 
until  life  will  not  be  worth  living. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  Colonel  Neild) 
agreed  to — 

That  the   House  of   Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  380,  paragraph  j, 
by  adding  the  following  new  sub-paragraph  : — 
"  (f )  Roller  bearing  and  Ball  bearing  Axlec 
for  Motor   Can,   ad   val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom),  free.** 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.45] —I  move- 
That  the   Houfe  ..of .  ^Hfireientatives   be  re- 
quested to  furthEP'Wfl5^ey^3§o  by  adding 
the  following  new  sub-paragraph  :— "  (K)  Roller 
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bearing  and  Ball  bearing  Axles,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  ij  pet  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per 
cent." 

The  I  o  per  cent,  would  be  inopera- 
tive, for  the  article  is  an  American  patent. 
We  have  dealt  with  axles  for  motor  cars, 
but  these  ball-bearing  and  roller-bearing 
axles  are  of  the  greatest  use  in  the  country 
for  heavy  loading,  and  I  am  asking  for  the 
old  rate  of  dut>-.  In  the  last  Tariff  I  be- 
lieve the  axles  were  dutiable  at  15  per  cent., 
and  1  am  suggesting  that  that  rate  should 
be  imposed  instead  of  having  the  very  liigh 
rate  we  have  passed  cm  axles  of  a  general 
character. 

Senator  Tsenwith. — We  mate  roller 
bearings  in  Australia. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  lq.46]. — I  think  Sena- 
tor Neild  first  brought  up  this  questicsi  on 
paragraph  g  of  item  380,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

All  Carriages  or  Conveyances  n.e.i.,  Hand 
Trucks  and  part«  n.e.i.,  of  vehicles,  including 
Axin  and  Springs  when  imported  separately 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent ;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 

As  I  understood  the  honorable  senator,  it 
ttjs  his  desire  to  have  the  particular  axles 
named  in  the  request  imported  at  a  lower 
rate  of  duty  or  free  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  in  motor  lorries,  motor  waggons, 
and  motor  c^rs. 

Senator  Colmiel  Neild. — The  extract  I 
read  shows  clearly  that  I  did  not  make 
anv  limit. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  must  have  mis- 
understood the  honorable  &enat(»-.  I  sug- 
gested to  him  that  the  best  course  would  be 
to  insert  after  "Axles"  the  letters  "  n.e.i." 
so  as  to  deal  specifically  with  certain  classes 
of  axles  in  a  subsequent  sub-item,  and  then 
paragraph  c  of  item  380  would  leave  the 
higher  rate  of  duty  operative  against  all 
axles  not  specifically  dealt  with.  I  sug- 
gested that  when  we  got  to  paragraph  j  the 
hoiicrable  senator  should  move  that  those 
axles  imported  for  the  purpose  of  motor 
cars,  motor  lorries,  and  motor  waggons 
should  be  dutiable  at  the  lower  rates.  The 
present  position  with  regard  to  all  axles 
other  than  the  ones  we  have  lowered  to  5 
per  cent,  and  free  is  that  they  remain  at 
35  per  cent,  and  .30  per  cent.  That  is  the 
dotv  that  will  remain  operative.  If  the 
honorable  senator  wishes  to  make  roller- 
bearing  and  ball-bearing  axles,  n.e.i., 
dutiable  at  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent., 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  cannot  go  that 
far.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  adhere 
to  the  present  position. 


Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.50]. — ^There  seems  to  be  some 
misapprehensicKi  on  the  part  of  the  Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs.  Unfortunately,  lie 
did  not  catch  what  I  said  on  the  subject. 
I  must  say  that  I  desired  to  move  the  re- 
quest in  a  general  way,  as  is  shown  by  the 
following  paragraph  from  the  letter  I 
referred  to — ■ 

The  reduction  in  draught  of  vehicles  and 
waggons  with  Timken  roller-bearing  axles  at- 
tached is  from  40  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent., 
according  to  the  conditions;  and  for  heavy 
drawing,  especially  in  the  country,  they  will 
become  indispensable. 

Having  read  that  paragraph  clearly,  I  was 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Minister  imderstood 
the  position,  and  that  I  would  have  the 
opportunity  later  on  of  moving  what  I 
then  mentioned — a  request  for  the  old 
rate  of  duty  of  15  per  cent.  That  the 
Committee  assented  to  the  importation  c^f 
roller-bearing  axles  for  motor  car  purposes 
at  5  per  cent,  and  free  shows  that  there 
was  some  reason  for  their  introdix:- 
ticm  for  that  purpose.  If  they  are 
of  advantage  for  motor  cars,  surely 
t  hey  a  re  of  advantage  to  the  genera  1 
waggon  users  of  the  country,  and  as  the 
Committee  placed  a  duty  of  35  per  cent,  on 
nxles  generally,  I  desired  to  have  a  duty  of 
15  per  cent,  on  these  particular  axles. 
While  the  Minister  objects  to  a  dutj'  of  15 
per  cent. ,  I  hope  he  understands  that  these 
articles  are  not  made  here. 

SenatOT  Trenwith— Roller-bearing  axles 
are  bang  made  here. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — It  cannot  be 
said  that  I  made  a  mistake.  The  Minister 
objects  to  the  duty  being  15  per  cent.,  and 
therefore  I  know  I  cannot  carry  mv  re- 
quest. If  I  am  permitted,  I  will  amend 
my  request  to  make  the  general  duty  25 
per  cent. 

Request  amended  accordingly,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Division  XV. — Musical  Instruments — 
Item  381.  Musical  Instruments  n.e.i.;  Musical 
Boxes ;  Pianolas,  and  other  Attachments  or 
Articles  for  rendering  Music  by  Mechanical 
Process;  and  Metronomes  and  the  like,  ad  val. 
20  per  cent. 

Senator    GRAY   (New   South  Wales) 

[9-54]-— I  movt;— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  381  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  Musical  Instruments  n.e.i.,"  and 
adding  the  following  new  paragraph  : — "  (B) 
Musical  Instruments    n.e.i.,  15  per  cent." 

My  reascm  for  moving  this  request  is  that 
I  recognise  that  the  musical  instruments 
inentioned  in  the  itan  might  be  ccwisidered 
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as  belonging  to  what  might  be  termed  the 
luxuries  of  musical  life,  but  other  musical 
instruments  come  imder  an  entirely  difTerent 
categoqr. 

Soiator  Best.  —  Has  my  honorable 
friend  overlcc^Ged  item  386,  whidi  permits 
military  band  instruments  and  other  or- 
chestral instruments  to  come  in  free? 

Senator  GRAY.— Yes.  I  will  withdraw 
tbe  request 

Request,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Item  agreed  ta 

Item  382  (Organs,  pipe);  and  item  383 
(Metal  pipes  for  pipe  organs)  agreed  to. 

Item  384.  Pianos,  viz.  : — 
.    .    .    .    and  oa  and  after  nth  December, 
1907. 

(a)  Grand  and  Semi-grand,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingilom),  35  per  cent.    .    .  ■ 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
[9-57]- — I  intend  to  oiove  a  request  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  make  the  duty 
CHI  imports  under  tlie  General  Tariff  20  per 
cent.  Much  as  I  value  time  at  present, 
seong  that  we  are  all  anxiou&  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Commonwealth  to  dispose  of 
the  Tariif,  I  reot^nise  that  chis  item 
should  be  carefully  considered  in  all  its 
details  befwe  alloWing  an  increase  of  duty 
upon  the  old  rate  to  take  place.  There- 
fore, I  shall  have  to  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  for  giving  reasons  why  the 
old  rate  of  duty  on  pianos  should  be  ad- 
hered to.  There  are  two  aspects  from 
which  this  item  can  be  debated.  The  first 
is  to  view  it  from  a  purely  business 
aspect,  as  has  been  done  with  regard  to 
the  manufacture  of  other  goods  such  as 
starch,  woollens,  boots,  aind  furniture. 
Then  I  would  call  the  attentiffli  of  the 
Committee  to  the  higher  stand-points  from 
which  a  matter  of  this  kind  must  be  viewed. 
Frcrni  the  protectionist  stand-point,  we 
have  first  to  consider  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions under  which  this  industry  was  estab- 
lished, and  is  carried  on.  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  in  New  South  Wales  it  has 
been  conducted  in  a  manner  which  has 
been  highly  Creditable  to  its  initiators. 
Not  only  was  it  started  there  under  a  free- 
trade  Tariff,  but  it  was  developed  to  a 
very  large  extent  indeed  under  that  policy. 
It  has  beai  stated,  I  belie>'e,  that  up  to 
tbe  introduction  of  the  first  Federal  Tariff, 
when  a  general  dtity  was  imposed,  Mr. 
Beale  had  been  producing  600  pianos  per 
annum.  When  his  manager  was  giving 
evidence  before  the  Tariff  Commission  he 
did  not  ask  for  the  imposition  of  an  addi- 


tional duty.  He  admitted  that  the  out- 
put from  the  factory  had  been  increasing^ 
year  by  year  since  1900,  Other  evidence- 
in  the  same  direction  was  gvrea.  It  is- 
quite  evident  that  when  he  began  to  ce- 
rate, Mr.  Beale  believed  that  in  Australia 
there  was  an  opening  for  a  pianoforte  in- 
dustry under  condititms  that  were  very  dis- 
similar  from  those  which  exist  to-day.  He 
must  have  held  the  opinion  that  dw  indus- 
try could  be  carried  on  without  the  aid  of 
a  duty,  because  he  could  not  know  that 
Federation  would  become  an  accomplished 
fact,  or  that  New  South  Wales  would 
have  any  other  fiscal  policy.  Seeing  that 
the  industry  progressed  under  free-trade 
conditions,  we  may  asstmie  that  Mr. 
Beale  thought  that  no  duty  was  required 
to  make  it  a  success  from  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness stand-pcunt.  Undor  the  FederatioD 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  was  levied  on  piano* 
fortes*  and  that  also  gave  satisfaction  to 
Mr.  Beale.  Not  one  iota  of  evidence  has 
been  adduced  to  show  that  from  a  busi- 
ness aspect  he  needs  an  additi<Hial  duty  as 
a  manufacturer.  From  the  report  of  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, I  find  that  Mr.  Beale's  manager 
claimed  that  his  instruments  were  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  any  instruments  made  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  He  did  not 
ask  for  an  increased  duty,  but  stated  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth  if  a  higher  duty  were 
imposed  on  pianos  in  order  to  induce  for- 
eign manufacturers  to  start  factories  here. 
Both  Mr.  Beale  and  his  representative  ad* 
mitted  that  every  development  which  they 
could  possibly  tlesire  was  taking  place  in 
the  business.  The  protectionist  section  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  based  their  report 
on  very  shallow  grounds,  and'with  practi- 
cally no  evidence  to  support  their  recom- 
mendation. Mr.  Marland,  of  Mary- 
borough, in  Queensland,  told  the  Tariff 
Commission  that  he  employed  no  hands, 
and  desired  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.  I  find 
that  equally  poor  evidence  was  given  on 
the  other  side,  because  there  was  practi- 
cally only  one  witness  examined,  and  I  do 
not  suppose  that  the  evidence  is  very  re- 
liable. I  wish  to  deal  with  the  cc«t  of 
the  imported  and  Australian  pianos.  It 
is  a  business  axiom  that  the  greater  tbe 
output  the  larg^  the  reduction  in  manu- 
facturing expenses.  Every  manufacturer 
knows  that,  r^ardless  of  tlw  output  up  to 
a  certain  point,  his  business  has  to  bear 
such  charges  as  rent,  taxes,  salaries,  inter- 
est, depredation,  and  management.  Of 
course,  I  do  not  include  the  cost  of  en- 
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laipBg  wwks  or  effecting  alterations  and 
tepairs.  May  I  be  pemdtted,  rir,  to  sub- 
nk  my  request  in  a  form  different  from 
that  which  I  indicated  at  the  beginning  of 
ny  remarks? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— As  the  request  has 
not  ^  been  stated  from  the  chair,  it  can 
be  moved  in  any  form  that  the  honorable 
senator  wishes. 

Senator  GRAY.— Then  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  RqireMntatnei  be  re- 
qserted  to  make  the  duty  on  Hem  3S4,  para- 
(raph  A,  ad  nt.  (imports  imdcT  General  Tariff), 
^  per  cent. 

It  wilt  be  remembered  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
deirt  of  the  Executive  Council  that  in 
another  place  the  present  duties  of  30  and 
15  per  <*nt.  were  <Hily  carried  by  one  vote. 
The  duties  which  I  am  prc^x>sing  represent 
a  compromise,  and  are  not  in  accOTd  with 
mr  po-sona  I  desire.  I  f  the  honorable 
senator  is  prepared  to  accept  the  oompro- 
nise  I  shall  have  no  more  to  say. 

Senator  Best. — Let  us  get  to  a  division 
and  test  the  feeling  of  the  Committee. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Has  the  Minister 
agreed  to  this  proposal? 

Senator  Best. — No. 

Senator  GRAY. — If  the  Minister  would 
agree  to  what  I  suggest,  the  whole  positicm 
would  be  altered.  Hcmorable  senators 
realize  that  the  manufactured  cost  of  any 
article  is  decreased  according  to  the  in- 
oease  in  the  output.  We  are,  therefore* 
justified  in  assuming  that,  as  Mr.  Beale's 
annual  output  of  pianos  was  600  under 
free-trade,  1,500  under  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent.,  and  is  now  between  1,700  and 
i.Soo.  the  present  manufacturing  cost  of 
his  pianos  must  be  very  considerably  less 
than  it  was  when  he  turned  out  only  600 
mder  free-trade. 

SenatOT  Lynch. — And  is  not  his  price 
less  also? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  argubg  that  the 
manufacturing  cost  must  be  less,  and  I 
think  the  facts  in  connexion  with  the  in- 
dustrv  will  show  diat  Mr.  Beale  is  able  to 
manufacture  as  cheaply  as  are  manufac- 
torers  elsewhere.  If  he  was  dmng  well, 
and  his  business  was  developing  under 
fiee-^de  with  an  output  of  only  600  each 
year,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume  that 
he  is  now  (k»ng  an  extraordinarily  good 
fc»«infffff  when  ht  is  sdling  three  times  the 
mnber  of  pianos,  and  has,  besides,  the 
adrantage  of  Ihis  very  hig^  duty.  It  has 
(xen  stated  that  Mr.  Wertheim,  a  very 
large  importer  of  pianos,  intends  to  manu- 


factiue  these  instruments  io  Australia.  He 
has  stated  that  he  would  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  commence  the  manufacture  of  pianos 
in  the  Commonwealth  under  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent.  When,  in  addition  to  that  sUte- 
ment,  it  is  known  that  Mr.  Beale,  on  his 
own  evidence,  does  not  require  any  in- 
creased duty,  I  should  like  to  be  told  what 
practical  reason  can  be  given  for  the  in- 
creased duty  proposed  in  this  Tariff. 
When  a  local  manufacturer  is  doing  so 
well,  making  such  large  profits,  and  de- 
veloping his  business  to  such  an  extent  as 
has  been  stated,  and  is  satisfied  with  a  duty 
of  25  per  cent.,  and  when  Mr.  Werttwmi 
is  prepared  to  start  the  manufacture  of 
pianos  in  Australia  under  that  duty,  why 
should  we  tax  the  purchasers  of  pianos  in 
Australia  to  the  tune  <rf  5  per  cent,  mcve 
to  encourage  an  industry  that  is  already 
thriving  and  progressing?  To  show  that  I 
am  not  overstating  the  case,  I  r^ind 
h<Hiorable  senators  that  Mr.  Beale,  in  the 
Adelaide  Advertiser  of  i3tb  June,  1903, 
advertised— 

We  fell  800  pianos  a  year  in  Avatralia. 

It  will  be  found  that  Mr.  Carl  Johann 
Vader,  manager  for  Beale  and  Company, 
gave  the  following  evidence  befwe  the 
Tariff  Commission.  I  refer  honoraOK* 
senators  to  question  96389 — 

How  many  pianos  are  you  turning  out? — 
Last  year  we  turned  o\it  1,500. 

Is  that  yoar  largest  output? — ^We  are  now 
increasing  it. 

Has  it  been  increasing  every  year  since 
1900? — Yes. 

At  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  increased 
output,  the  cost  price  of  Beale  pianos  mtist 
be  less  then  in  the  years  priOT  to  1903. 
With  reference  to  the  cost  price  prior  to 
1903,  Mr.  Beale  writes,  in  a  letter  signed 
by  himself,  and  dated  28th  August, 
1905-— 

It  is  impossible  lo  obtain  by  purchase  pianos 
of  the  quality  of  our  iatxie  at  even  one-third 
more  money  {i.e.,  than  the  cost  of  his  pianos) 
under  free-trade. 

In  another  letter,  signed  by  Mr.  Beale 
himself,  and  dated  14th  May,  1898,  he 
wrote — 

The  cost  of  German  pianos  comparable  in 
quality  [i.e.,  with  his  own)  is  50  per  cent, 
higher  without  duty. 

From  that  it  would  appear  tiiat  Mr. 
Beale  did  not  require  the  assistance  ot  any 
duty  at  aU.  In  1B97  and  1898  Mr.  Beale 
supplied  the  following  figures  showing  the 
cost  price  at  his  factory  of  439  pianos,  and 
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they  show  that  the  average  factcvy  cost  per 

piano  was  ^19  12s.  66. — 

Cost  of  production  at  factory  .  Total. 

'82  Haydn  ...  £^6  9  0  ...  £1,34^  o 

12  Happy  ...  16  9   o  ...  197  o  o 

169  Handsome  19  o   o  ...  3.211  o  o 

166  Handy  ...  21  5   o  ...  2^65  o  o 

to  Hasty  ...  33  o__  o  ...  230  o  o 

48  iMrmann  ...  23  o*  o  ...  I1I04  o  o 

a  Imperial  ...  30  o  o  ...  60  o  o 

439  j£8,6i6   6  o 

Average,  £tg  12s.  6d. 

Mr.  Beale's  output  has  been  almost  quad- 
rupled since  that  time,  and  hence  his  pre- 
sent manufacturing  cost  must  be  very  much 
lower  than  these  figures  denote.  In  his 
latest  catalogue,  Mr.  Beale  states — 

Our  pianos  are  priced  much  lower  than  the 
better  class  of  German  pianos  are  priced  in 
Europe  itself. 

In  June,  1902,  Mr,  Beale  invoiced  some 
pianos  to  a  Melbourne  firm^  and  I  pror^Ke 
to  quote  from  an  exact  copy  of  the  invoice. 

Senator  Needham. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  fighting  a  very  forlorn  hope. 

Senator  CRAY. — 1  remind  the  hcwiorable 
s«iator  that  I  am  not  responsible  for  that. 
Lord  Palmerston,  a  celebrated  British 
statesman,  when  asked  by  a  clergyman  how 
he  could  enjoy  himself  when  he  realized 
the  responsibilities  of  the  positim  he  held 
as  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  replied, 

1  take  every  means  in  my  power  to  faith- 
fully consider  every  question  brought  be- 
fore me,  and  I  am  not  responsible  for  the 
consequences."  I  can  assure  Senator  Need- 
ham  that  whether  any  speech  I  make  in- 
fluences a  vote  or  not  does  not  affect  my 
sleep.  The  only  thing  that  troubles  me  is 
that  I  may  not  do  justice  to  the  interests 
involved  in  this  question,  not  only  of  the 
manufacturers  and  importers,  but  of  the 
purchasers  of  fiianos  throughout  Austialia, 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  invcnce  re- 
ferred to — 

484  George-street, 

Sydney,  30th  June,  1902. 

Shipped  per  S.S.  Warrego — 
8  cases  Beale  Pianos  as  follows  : — 

2  Beale-Vader  patent,  Walnut,  No.  t  Upright 
Grand,  Nos.  13311,  13313.  £^^  i<y^-~£57- 

2  Beale.Vader  patent,  Walnut,  No.  2  Upright 
Grand,  Nos.  13309,  1331a,  £31  10s.— ;^63. 

a  Bcaie-Vader  Patent,  Walnut,  No.  3  Uptight 
Grand,   Nos.    13388,   13281,  £33— £66. 

2  Beale-Vadcr  Patent,  Walnut,  No.  4  Boudoir 
Grand,  Nos.  13371,  13285,  £3S.~£76. 

All  with  patented  iron  and  steel  timing-system, 

Eatented  hitchpins,  {latented  hexagonal  strings  in 
ass,  Isermann  action,  iron  action  standards, 
nickled  gun-metal  brackets  and  pressure-bars. 
Double-sconces. 


It  should  be  noted  that  these  invoice  prices 
include  the  following:  —  Manufacturing 
(XKt,  case  and  ccKt  of  packing,  all  fr^ght^ 
and  other  expenses  of  shipment  to  Mel- 
bourne, and  Mr.  Beale's  factory  profit. 
His  cost  prices  therefore  must  be  very 
much  less  than  the  figures  referred 
to  in  the  invoice.  Fnxn  corrected 
and  departmental  figures  furnished  by 
the  Customs  aiithorlties,  I  find  that 
in  1906,  12,263  pianos  were  imported  at  an 
average  cost  of  ;^22  los.,  which  is  higher 
than  the  factory  cost  of  Beale's  pianos  in 
1897  and  1898,  notwithstanding  his  then 
limited  output.  The  imported  pianos  in- 
cluded a  number  of  very  cheap  instruments 
imported  by  furniture  shops,  which  tended 
to  lower  the  average  price  of  pianos  in  good 
repute  imported  frtxn  first-class  makers. 
The  statement  has  been  made  by  Beale  and 
Company  that  the  cost  of  importing  is 
very  mudi  less  than  some  of  the  import«8 
malEe  out,  inasmtKh  as  fxeigh'ts  have  been 
as  low  as  5s.  per  ton.  We  know- 
that  a  few  years  ago,  owing  to  a  freight 
war  which  scMnetimes  exists  among  shipping 
companies,  very  low  freights  were  in  vogue. 
But  I  am  in  a  position  to  give  honorable 
senators  information  as  to  the  average 
freight  ruling  during  the  last  thr'ee  or  four 
yeajs.  I  received  the  following  letter  fran 
james  Service  and  Canpany — 

Dear  Sir, — Freight  on  pianos. — Referring  to 
your  verbal  inquiries  as  to  the  rates  of  freight 
ruling  from  Germany  by  steamer  for  the  past 
3  years,  namely  1905-6-7,  we  beg  to  inform  you 
that  a  reference  to  the  company's  Hand  Book 
shows  that  freight  per  German-Australian  5.S. 
Company's  steamers  from  German  ports  to 
Melbourne  during  the  period  named  was  33». 
per  cubic  metre  of  35.3  cubic  feet.  Trusting 
that  this  information  will  be  useful  to  you. 

We  are. 

JAS.  Sekvice  &  Co. 

I  have  the  following  from  the  Nord- 
deutscher-Lloyd  Cwnpany — 

With  reference  to  your  inquiry,  we  beg  t© 
inform  you  that  the  ruling  freight  on  pianos 
per  our  steamers  from  Hamburg  during  the 
past  three  years  has  been  about  40s.  per  tOD 
of  40  cubic  feet. 

I  may  menticxi  that  the  highest  class  of  im- 
ported pianos,  such  as  Lipp*  Bechstein, 
Steinway,  Ronisch,  Schwechten,  Bluthner, 
Broadwood,  and  Erard,  cost  mote  than 
double  the  price  of  Beale's  pianos  to  im- 
port. To  the  invoice  price  of  these  high- 
class  imported  pianos  must  be  added  very 
heavy  expenses  of  importation  of  sucb 
bulkv  articles.  The  a^^afi«  otDenses  in- 
curred in  the  ioifto^aitit&aiQO^Cupri^t 
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lano  invoked  at  j£2o  from  the  factory 
^Koad  to  the  wareEbuse  in  Melbourne  is  as 

Cue  ukI  pAcking,  £a  5s. ;  expenses  from 
bdofy,  f^.bl  Hamtnirg,  t^s. ;  sea  freight,  32 
fccC.  5s.;  wharfage  at  Melbourne,  5s. 

ftr  40  feet ;  stocking  at  Melbourne,  is.  Sd.  per 
«  feel ;  canape  to  Melbourne,  3s. ;  unpacking  and 
MiihBC,  TS. ;  uuttianoe  at  las.  6d.  per  cent,  on 

i»t  XL  od. ;  buying  eommission.       per  cent. 

^  jj^ao,  toft. ;  interest  and  exchange,  3^  per  cent. 

£aOt  ■4S.  ;  total,  £^  iis.  Qd.  On  a  piano 
mmctA  at  jCsc  the  charges  would  be  about  19s. 
wHiriaaial  or  ^fg  los.  gd.  in  all.  These  figures 
icptcWBt  tbe  fair  STeraj^e  cost  of  importing 
meet  fiom  Germany;  vid  London  the  chaises 

VMM,  of  course,  be  lujgber.    During  a.  recent 

fraght   war   ocean   freights  were  temporarily 

b«er,  b«t  the  charge  has  now  gone  back  to  the 

eld  ignre. 

At  tiiat  time  there  was  a  war  of  freights 
Mwmi  sailing  \-esseIs,  and  very  low 
fnij^ts  were  taken ;  but  that  is  one  of  the 
enepcions  that  prove  the  rule — - 

Fran  these  facts  it  is  abundantly  evident  that 
Vr.  Bcale's  written  statement  that  he  manufac- 
tncs  pianos  at  lower  prices  than  they  can  be 
tapoited  into  Anstralia  is  correct.  It  is  also 
endcnt  that  there  is  no  ground  for  any  increase 
■i  the  doty.  Ifr.  Beale  knows  this  well,  for  in 
a  ktter  written  and  signed  by  himself  in  Febru- 
ary, 1902,  referring  to  his  piano  manufacturing 
bnnboi,  Mr.  Beale  sUte»~"  Now  the  whole 
canecm  is  in  a  very  cooiplete  and  strong  posi- 
tion, irre^wctive  of  Tariffs." 

Without  any  duty  he  himself  acknowledged 
that  his  firm  was  not  only  manufacturing 
pianos,  but  was  healthy  and  progressive — 

Mr.  Beale  in  his  advertisements  shows  that  be 
%m»  another  advantage  over  the  Britidi  and 
fotetgn  manufacturer*.  He  openly  states — "  No 
patent  for  any  parts  of  pianos  have  been  taken 
«aK  in  Australia  from  abroad.  Hence  the  entire 
fcU  of  discovery  and  practice  is  open  to  us 
"vhich  IS  not  open  to  any  manufacturer  in  tbe 
world."  This  means  that  other  manufacturers 
Wve  to  rcMiect  patent  rights  and  pay  royalties 
f«r  UBinf  the  rc«ntts  of  tnventon^  brains.  Mr. 
Bcalc  amply  appropriates  these  without  pay< 
mmt — and  bouts  of  it. 

Ahfaongh  tiiis  statement  has  been  handed 
to  me,  personally  I  do  not  complain  so 
tmEfa  as  some  of  our  importing  friends  do, 
lecanse  t  recognise  that  Mr.  Beale  ns  a 
■unufaclurer.  so  long  as  he  acts  fairly  from 
a  bnuoess  point  of  view,  is  within  his 
xixfats;  but  it  is  tuifair  that  he  should 
take  an  advantage  in  that  way,  and  boast 
«f  it. 

Snator  Needhah. — ^Why  not  hare  a 
Avinnn  and  test  the  feeling  of  the  Com- 

Sautor  GRAY. — As  the  honorable  sena- 
ftr  has  annoanccd  that  he  has  made  up  his 
mad,  I       trying  to  bring  suflBcient  facts 


to  bear  upon  him  to  induce  him  to  treat  this 
matter  in  the  interests  of  Australia. 

Senator  Needham. — I  never  stated  that 
I  had  made  up  my  mind. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  treating  the  sub- 
ject at  present  ixom  a  purely  business  as- 
pect, although  I  regard  it  from  a  very 
much  higher  stand-point.  The  present 
duty  is  almost  prohibitive  on  the  ordinary 
pianos  which  the  middle  and  working 
classes  can  buy.  There  is  scarcely  a  home 
in  Australia  in  which,  if  the  man  is  of  sav- 
ing habits,  there  will  not  be  found  two 
articles  which  are  both  absolute  necessaries 
in  their  respective  ways — a  sewing  machine 
and  a  piano.  The  use  of  the  piano  should 
be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way  in 
order  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  the 
great  gift  of  harmonv  which  the  Almighty 
has  given  to  us — 

The  average  expenses  connected  with  the  im- 
portation of  a  piano  invoiced  at  £30  are,  as  pre- 
viously  shown,  ^^8  iis.  gd.  per  instrument.  On 
a  piano  invoiced  at  they  amount  to  £t)  los. 
9d.  per  instrument.  That  is  a  natural  protection 
of  42  per  cent,  on  a  piano  invoiced  at  £20,  and 
of  30  per  cent,  on  a  piano  invoiced  at  £i$- 

The  present  duties  were  only  carried  by 
one  vote  in  another  place — 

Only  about  one-tenth  of  the  pianos  imported 
are  of  British  manufacture  (see  Customs  Returns 
for  1906)  as  a  considerable  number  of  German 
pianos  come  vid  England.  Hence  the  duty  will 
on  nine-tenths  of  the  imports  be  30  per  cent. 
In  assessing  the  value  for  duty  one-tenth  is  added 
to  tbe  invoice  price  under  tbe  Customs  Act,  mak- 
ing the  duty  3:1  per  cent.,  and  the  duty  is  also 
collected  on  all  expenses  to  f.o.b.  at  port  of 
shipment  at  the  same  rate.  This  vrill  moke  the 
duty  over  35  per  cent,  on  prime  cost.  Add  the' 
natural  protection  to  the  duty  of  33  per  cent,, 
and  Mr.  Beale  will  have  a  total  protection  on 
pianos  invoiced  at  ;^ao  of  about  77  per  cent.,  and 
on  those  invoiced  at  ^£35  a  protection  of  about 
65  per  cent.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  very  few 
manufacturers  receive  01  expect  to  receive  such 
a  prohibitive  protection  as  the  proposed  Tariff 
offers  to  Mr.  Beale. 

As  for  the  pianoforte  industry  languish- 
ing, it  is  admitted  by  all  manufacturers, 
present  and  prospective,  that  it  was  in  a 
most  flourishing  conditiwi  under  free-trade 
conditions  and  under  a  20  per  cent,  duty, 
and  is  so  under  the  present  rates.  That 
is  proved  by  the  profits  Mr.  Beale  was 
making  Under  free-trade,  when  he  was 
satisfied  with  that  condition  of  affairs. 
Those  p^fits  must  be  very  much  greater 
now,  taking  into  consideration  the  large  ad- 
ditional output  and  the  necessarily  de- 
creased expenses.  When  a  manufacturer 
is  satisfied  with  things  as  they  are,  and  a 
prospective  manuf acturer^ks  for  nothing 
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mOTe  than  25  per  cent.,  the  Committee,  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  at  large,  should 
realize  that  any  increase  of  duty  will  simply 
be  a  tax  upon  all  those  who  use  pianos  over 
and  above  those  manufactured  here — 

Under  Fed«ra(ioD  be  obtiiined  free  access  to  the 
market*  of  all  the  other  States,  from  which  he 
had  previously  been  excluded  bv  heavy  duties. 
A  dutv  of  20  per  cent,  was  imposed  on  all  im- 
ported piaiMs  bv  the  first  Federal  Tariff,  and 
Mr.  Beale  was  thus  put  in  a  very  strong  position. 
As  before  shown,  his  output  has  increased  from 
43g  pianos  in  the  year  1897-8  to  over  1,500  in  the 
year  1905,  and  is  still  increasing.  These  facts  de- 
monstrate that  the  business  is  not  languishing  for 
want  of  a  higher  duty,  and  the  duty  of  30  per 
cent,  and  25  per  cent,  makes  the  position  of 
Beale  as  the  holder  of  a  monopoly  sounder  than 
ever.  Mr.  Beale,  in  a  letter  written  and  signed 
by  himself  

Senator  Best. — Let  us  get  to  a  division. 

Senator  GJIAY. — I  have  only  just 
begun.  Thu  is  to  me  one  of  tbe  most 
serious  questions  in  the  whole  Tariff.  I 
should  not  have  taken  the  responsibility 
of  occupying  tbe  time  of  the  Committee 
if  I  had  not  felt  that  this  was  a  tax 
upon  the  (Cultivation  of  one  of  the  great- 
est gifts  give.i  to  mankind. 

Senator  Trenwith.— Upcxi  one  of  the 
neoessaries  of  life? 

Senator  GRAY. — It  is  a  necessary  of 
life  in  a  certaia  sense,  and  the  honorable 
senator,  if  he  desired  the  best  musical 
educaticn  for  his  dau^ltas,  would  see 
the  advantages  of  d>tauung  tbe  best  in- 
strumenta  he  could  get.  To  many  of  us 
music  is  one  of  the  pleasures  of  life,  and 
we  hope  to  allow  others  to  enjoy  the  same 
pleasure.       ,  .' 

Senator  Nbedham. — Cannot  the  Aus- 
tralian make  a  piano  to  provide  harmony 
in  his  own  home? 

Senator  GRAY.— -The  honorable  senator 
told  me  on  one  occasion  that  fish  is  fish ; 
so  a  piano  is  a  piano,  and  a  fiddle  is  a 
fiddle;  but  would  the  honorable  senator 
know  tbe  difference  between  a  common 
violin  costing  15s.  and  a  Stradivarius 
worth  ;^7oo?  Australians  can  make 
pianos,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  but  common 
sense  rebels  against  'the  assertion  that  be 
can  make  them  equal  to  those  turned  out 
by  the  finest  experts  in  other  countries,  with 
all  the  benefits  of  generations  of  artistic 
skill.  Does  Sena^  Needham  mean  to 
tell  me  that  those  instruments  with  whidi 
the  Besses  o'  the  Bam  band  diarmed 
thousands  (rf  pec^e  in  Atntralia  

Senator  Best. — All  those  instruments 
are  admitted  free. 


Senakor  GRAY.— Why  ?  Does  the  hon- 
orable senatcn:  say  that  musical  instru- 
ments cannot  be  made  in  Australia? 

Senator  Best. — The  particular  musical 
instruments  now  before  the  Committee  can 
be  made  in  Australia. 

Senator  GRAY.  —  Cannot  we  make 
musical  instrimients  for  brass  and  other 
bands?  Senator  Trenwith  would  say  that 
if  they  are  not  made  here  they  ought  to 
be,  and  so  a  duty  ought  to  be  imposed 
on  them.  Much  of  the  charm  <rf  tfa& 
music  of  that  famous  band  came  from  the 
highly -trained  skill  of  the  English  work- 
men cwnposing  the  band,  but  much  of  it 
came  also  from  the  quality  of  the  instru- 
ments themselves.  Aluslcal  instruments  of 
that  kind  can  be  made  in  Au^alia,  but 
no  leading  band  would  think  of  u^g  an 
Australian- made  instrument  unless  it& 
qualitv  had  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction^ 
not  of  politicians,  but  of  the  best  musicians, 
in  the  wwld.  The  conditions  which  make 
it  necessary  that  these  instruments  should 
be  admitted  free  absolutdy  rule  with  r^ard 
to  pianos. 

Senator  LvNCii. — I  thought  you  were  in 
a  hurry  to  get  the  Tariff  through? 

Senator  GRAY. — If  tbe  honorable  sena- 
tor had  been  in  as  great  a  hurry  to  get  the 
Tariff  through  as  I  have  been  he  would 
have  spared  giving  the  Senate  fifty  speeches 
during  the  Tariff,  whilst  I  have  only  made 
two. 

Senator  Keedmam. — ^What  a  statement  f 
Senator  GRAY. — If  the  htniorable  sena- 
tor looks  at  Hansard  I  venture  to  say  that 
he  will  find  that  I  have  not  made  two 
speeches  of  more  than  ten  minutes  each  on 
the  Tariff,  whilst  Senator  Lynch  will  be 
found  to  have  made  fifty.  Mr.  Beale  has 
an  absolute  monopoly  in  the  manufacture  of 
pianos  so  far  as  Australia  is  concerned.  I 
do  not  say  that  he  is  misusing  that  mono- 
poly, nor  do  I  enter  into  the  personal  side 
of  the  question  at  all,  except  to  say  that 
I  consider  it  only  fair  to  the  importers 
to  point  out  instaiKes  where  I  think  Mr. 
Beale  has  unfairly  attacked  them.  Whilst 
I  have  given  scwne  facts  which  I  have  dis- 
covered for  myself  and  others  which  have 
been  given  me  by  importers  interested  in 
the  matter,  I  may  state  that  I  do  not  put 
forward  the  opiruons  furnished  me  as  al»o- 
lutely  being  my  view  of  the  question,  be- 
cause if  I  were  tto  take  the  importers'  view 
I  might  be  a  little  biased  in  their  directi(M>, 
and  if  I  took  Mr.  Beale's  view  I  might  be 
a  little  biased  in  his  direction.  Th«refcffe  I 
ask  the  CommittAgfs^t^kd^tPQgl^  and 
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test  It  from  a  practical  stand-point  Mr. 
Beale  poses  as  a  very  strong  protectionist. 
Tet  we  find  that  the  advertisements  of  iiis 
pianos  oa  the  railway  stattGOs  are  imported, 
whereas  he  could  get  them  printed  here.  I 
am  not  blaminf  Mr.  Beale  personailv. 
Senator  FiNDi^y. — I  am,  though. ' 
Senator  GRAY. — If  I  were  a  manuf^c- 
tmer  and  could  get  my  printing  at  a  rate 
of  50  per  cent,  less  from  abroad,  I  think  it 
would  be  a  fair  business  deal.  I  would 
do  absolutely  the  same  as  Mr,  Beale. 
Whilst  paying  the  duties  that  the  Common- 
wealth consider  fair  and  equitable  if  the. 
prices  of  the  local  articles  were  above  those 
of  the  imported  articles,  I  consider  thai  I 
would  have  a  perfect  right  to  go  to  the  Old 
Country  or  anywhere  else  for  my  goods. 
At  the  same  time  it  does  seon  odd  that  a 
gentleman  who  poses  as  a  strong  protec- 
tioolst,  and  who  is  look^  upon  almost 
as  a  prohibitionist,  should  patrcxiize 
foreign  countries  for  the  goods  he  wants 
in^ead  of  the  countrv  in  which  he  mono- 
polizes a  certain  industry. 

Senator  Fikdley. — Mr.  Beale  could  have 
and  should  have  got  his  enamel  printing 
done  in  Australia. 

Senator  GRAY. — He  should  nc*  pose 
as  such  an  extreme  protectionist.  To 
show  I  was  correct  in  my  statement  as 
to  Mr.  Wertheim,  I  would  point  out 
that  he  has  stated  that  be  is  jH^pared  to 
cstaUish  a  factory  in  Melbourne  for  the 
nanufacture  of  pianos  provided  that  the 
rate  of  duty  is  fixed  at  25  per  cent.  Since 
making  that  ^tement  Mr.  Wertheim  has 
notified  the  public  through  ^e  columns  of 
the  Herald  that  he  has  purchased  ground, 
and  is  about  to  establish  a  factory.  If  Mr. 
Wertheim  with  a  25  per  cent,  duty  is  pre- 
pared to  come  into  competition  with  Mr. 
Beale,  the  only  manufacttuer  of  piarws  in 
Australia,  a  man  whose  industry  has  been 
established  for  ten  years,  who  has  a  large 
factory  with  plant  and  machinery  well  laid 
down,  and  who  advertises  that  he  manu- 
factures 1,600  pianos  yearly,  that  should 
be  a  guarantee  that  a  25  per  cent,  duty  is 
the  maximum  manufacturers  of  pianos  in 
Australia  wish  for.  In  my  opinion  35  per 
cent,  is  too  much.  I  have  a  circular  which 
has  been  issued  by  a  very  large  number  of 
importers,  but  I  ccHifess  that  it  is  very  much 
on  tile  same  lines  as  the  posititHi  which  1 
have  enileavoured  to  place  before  the  Com- 
adttee*  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it 
accessary  to  read  it.  Mr.  Beale  made 
some  very  unfair  charges  against  the  im- 
porters, but  I  will  only  take  a  few  items 
in  respect  to  whidi  complaint  has  been 


made.  Mr.  Beale  made  a  statement  with 
regard  to  certain  pianos  being  sold  retail  at 
very  large  profits  as  against  thdr  cost  to  the 
importers.  In  coimexion  with  that  mattor 
Mr.  Beale's  circular  states — 

Messrs.  Allan  and  Conpuiy  uy — 
"Our  cheapest  U  Thtirmet,  about  £20  tot., 
including  case."  A  partner  in  Messrs.  Chap- 
pell  &  Co.,  of  London  and  Liverpool,  travel- 
ling  recently  through  Australia,  ask^d  permission 
to  visit  oar  factories.  "The  importers  abused 
you  so  violently  in  Mclbowne  and  Sydney  that 
I  wished  particularly  to  see  for  myself."^  He 
came,  inspected  everything,  and  expressed  much 
satisfaction,  remarking,  "I  am  delighted  to 
see  that  a  British  concern  here  in  Australia 
makes  such  headway  against  these  Germans.  I 
was  disgusted  to  find  that  Thttrmer  pianos, 
exactly  as  sold  to  us  delivered  in  Liverpool, 
freight  paid  and  cases  included,  at  £20  are 
sold  in  Australia  by  dealers  at  £ys  retail." 
ThUrmer  is  a  fifth-rate  shop  at  Meissen,  a  snail 
town  «f  Saxony. 

That  is  a  distinct  statement  made  to  honor- 
able senators.  That  statement  was  made 
by  Messrs.  Beale  and  Company,  and  I 
think  that  I  am  perfectly  justified  in  giv- 
ing the  reply  of  the  other  side.  Mr.  Beale, 
qtjite  imnecessarily,  taunts  the  importers 
with  having  resorted  practically  to  corrup- 
tion, because  they  have  sought  to  put  their 
views  hctoK  honorable  senatcxs. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — He  should  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 

Senator  GRAY.— I  do  not  think  that  in 
this  respect  the  one  side  is  better  than  the 
other.  Mr.  Beale  has  done  his  fair  share 
of  lobbying ;  he  has  done  his  best  to  influ- 
ence honorable  members  of  both  Houses, 
and  if  he  was  justified  in  dcnng  so  the  im- 
porters were  equally  justified  m  resorting 
to  the  same  practice.  F«  my  own  part,  I 
do  not  think  that  lobbying  should  be  in- 
dulged in  by  any  one. 

Senator  Henderson. — ^What  does  the 
honorable  senator  think  of  the  Beale  piano? 

Senator  GRAY.— I  am  glad  that  Mr. 
Beale  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  piano 
manufactory  in  New  South  Wales.  1  am 
personally  acquainted  with  him,  and  wish 
him  prosperity,  just  as  I  wish  success  to  all 
our  manufacturers.  I  should  be  sorry  to 
cast  any  reflection  on  Mr.  Beale  or  his 
pianos,  although  I  think  tfhat  in  some  re- 
pects  he  has  acted  indiscreetly  and  has 
jumped  at  conclusions  that  are  scarcely  fair. 
In  a  circular  which  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
show  any  honorable  senator,  the  importers 
prove  OMicIusively  that  with  me  exception 
the  maximum  price  charged  by  them  for  a 
Thiirmer  piano  has  been  £50.  In 
one  case  a  charge  of  £$6  was  made, 
but  that  was  l^^by®0©§l€Pecial 
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features  that  it  possessed .  H  aving 
regard  to  the  freight,  advertising,  and 
other  charges,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  these 
instruments  are  sold  in  many  cases  on  the 
deferred  paymrat  system,  ^50  is,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  a  reasonable  pnoe,  and  about 
equal  to  that  which  Mr.  Beale  would 
charge  for  a  piano  of  his  own  manufac- 
ture. My  experience  is  that,  taking  value 
for  value,  the  imported  piano  is  equal  to 
any  that  Mr.  Beale  can  manufactiure.  In 
this  circular,  we  have  the  statement  that — ■ 

Mr.  Beale  quoted  an  assertion  that  "ThUr- 
mer "  pianos,  exactly  as  delivered  in  Liverpool, 
freight  paid  and  cases  included,  at  j^ao,  ate 
told  in  Australia  by  dealers  at  £7$-  ^^'^ 
Matement  Mr.  Beale  unblushingly  repeats,  al- 
though he  knows  of  our  contradiction,  dated 
the  6th  December,  1907,  in  which  we  showed 
that  the  average  selling  price  of  the  "Thtir- 
mer"  pianos  was  under  ;£50,  and  that  we  had 
never  sold  a  "ThUrmcr"  piano  at  anything  like 
so  high  a  price  as  jCy^. 

I  feel  very  strongly  upon  this  question. 
The  gift  of  music  is  one  of  the  greatest 
with  which  man  is  endowed,  and  adds 
materially  to  his  sodal  enjoyment.  The 
Australians  are  a  musical  people.  Our 
climate  has  perhaps  something  to  do  with 
our  leanings  in  that  direction,  whilst  the 
love  of  mu^c  so  common  amongst  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  ac- 
centuated  by  the  fact  that  owing  to  our 
sparse  population  we  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity for  enjoyment  in  other  directions 
which  more  thickly -populated  coimtries 
offer.  There  are  few  homes  in  Australia 
in  which  there  Is  not  a  piano.  Every 
parent  is  ready  to  incur  considerable  ex- 
X>endi!rure  in  giving  his  children  a  musical 
education.  In  Victoria  alone  2,500  music 
teachers  signed  a  petiticHi  praying  the  Par- 
liament not  to  increase  the  duty  on  pianos 
under  the  first  Federal  Tariff.  A  similar 
iwtition  was  signed  by  700  teachers  in 
New  South  Wales.  Had  the  pianoforte 
teachers  throughout  Australia  been  ap- 
pealed to,  I  am  sure  that  at  least  10,000 
would  have  petitioned  Parliament  not  to 
increase  the  old  rates  of  duty. 

Senator  Best. — Do  not  let  us  miss  our 
trains. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  understand  "that 
Senator  Vardon  also  desires  to  speak  to 
the  question,  and  I  think  therefore  that 
the  Minister  should  either  agree  that  pro- 
gress be  reported  a't  once,  or  accept  the 
rompromise  I  have  suggested.  I  have 
produced  conclusive  evidence  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  this  increased  duty. 
Nevertheless,  I  am  prepared  to  agree  to 


the  old  rate  being  increased  by  5  per  cent., 
and  I  hope  that  thalt  (xxnpromise  will  be 
accepted.  Surely  music  teachers  should  be 
capable  of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  this- 
question.  The  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Coiuicil  would  consider  it  little 
short  of  imp^inmce  for  a  layman  to  ex- 
pKSS  an  opinion  upon  a  question  of  law» 
and  surely  he  should  be  ready  to  con- 
cede that  those,  who  devote  their  time  and 
attention  to  the  teaching  of  music  are  com- 
petent to  express  an  opinion  upon  this 
question.  There  is  not  a  great  singer,  or 
young  pianist  of  promise,  who  does  not 
leave  Australia  for  Berlin,  Leipsic,  or  some 
other  place  to  finish  his  musical  educa- 
tion^  for  the  simple  xeason  that  in  this  re- 
spect Germany  sets  a  standard. 

Senator  Henderson. — There  is  no  com- 
pariscm  between  the  teacher  and  the  piano ! 

Senator  GRAY. — There  is,  inasmuch  as 
the  music  teacher  tries  to  bring  to  fruiticm 
the  gifts  which  have  been  given  the 
children ;  and  to  that  end  the  best  instru- 
ments possible  must  be  obtained.  No  musi- 
cian is  satisfied  with  any  but  the  best^ 
which  should  be  freely  admitted  as  a  means 
of  education  to  all  concerned  in  the  advance 
o£  music.  Of  course, 'other  conditions  be- 
ing equal,  preference  will  be  given  to  the 
local  article,  but,  for  all  the  reastwis  I  have 
suggested,  I  think  the  com^n'omise  offered 
ought  to  be  accepted. 

Senator   VAR0ON    (South  Australia> 
[11. 10]. — I  am  surprised  at  the  attempt  to 
increase  the  duties  on  pianos.    Under  the 
Tariff  of  1902  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  was 
sufficient 'to  enable  this  industry  to  prosper. 
I  have  no  desire  to  depreciate  the  colonial 
made  instrument,  which  I  have  every  reasc»> 
to  believe  is  good  in  all  respects ;  but  when 
a  manufacturer  is  able,  under  the  duty  T 
have  mentioned,  to  expand  his  business  and 
flourish,  it  is  somewhat  indecent  to  supeest 
a  higher  impost.    I  regard  a  tax  on  pianos 
as  a  tax  on  the  home.    We  ought  to  do  alt 
we  can  to  cultivate  the  art  of  music,  thaik 
which  there  is  no  more  refining  influence,, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  piano  in  the  home 
of  every  man,  because  it  is  very  often  the 
means  of  keeping  the  family  together,  and 
out  of  mischief.    A  piano  is  good  in  every 
home. 

Senator   Henderson. — We   all  bt-Ueve 
that. 

Senator  VARDON.— Then  the  honor- 
able senator  ought  to  vote  for  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent.  If  the  duty  proposed  be  im- 
posed, an  absolute  monopoly  wilt  be  givei> 
to  Mr.  Beale,  ^i^^^MS,f@t3t^i^  '-"T 
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well.  Hoir  l<uig  will  it  be  befwe  Mr. 
Beale,  oc  any  otiier  local  manufacturer, 
will  be  able  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Commonwealth?  In  the  meantime,  the 
pec^le  are  to  be  taxed  to  the  extraordinary 
extent  proposed. 

SenatOT  Findley. — Other  people  have 
intimated  thcdr  intenticn  of  starting  fac- 
tories. 

Senator  VARDON.— So  much  the  bet- 
ter, but  it  will  be  many  years  before  the 
local  output  wilt  be  equal  to  the  demand. 
Mv  advice  is  to  allow  the  business  to  ex- 
pand gradually  as  hitherto.  We  ought  to 
do  everything  possible  to  cultivate  music  as 
a  refining  influence  amongst  our  people. 
The  facts  which  have  been  put  before  us 
show  that  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  would 
give  adequate  protection  to  the  local  manu- 
facturer of  pianos,  and  if  that  rate  is 
moved  for  I  shall  support  the  request. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  requested  to  make  the  duty  on 
item  384,  paragraph  a  (Imports  under 
General  Tariff),  ad  val.  25  per  cent.  (Sena- 
tor Grav's  request) — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 
Ayes 

Noes  ... 

Majority 

Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Cr»v,  J.  P. 
McColl,  I.  H. 
Milieu,  E.  D. 
Netid,  Colonel 
Peaice,  G.  F. 

de  Largle,  H. 
Henderson,  C. 
Keating  J.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  1. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needbam,  E. 
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Ayes. 

PuUfoid,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Tiller  : 
St.  Ledger,  A.  }. 

Noes. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Slo/y,  W.  H. 
Tienwitb,  W.  A. 
Teller: 
'■  Findley,  E. 

Pairs. 

Turlcy,  H. 
Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Givens,  T- 
Russell,  W. 


superior.  In  view  of  that  fact,  and  of  the 
constant  statement  of  Ministers  that  they 
desire  to  give  preference  to  English  manu- 
facturers, I  hope  that  my  request  will  be 

agreed  to. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.22]. — Does  the  Minister  ccm- 
sent  to  this? 

Senator  Best. — Na 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Then,  in  all 
friendliness,  I  ask  him  to  report  progress, 
because  I  should  like  to  speak,  on  the  pro- 
posal before  the  Cwnmittee,  and  I  have  too 
much  respect  for  hcHiorable  senators,  .some  of 
whom  have  only  just  returned  from  travel- 
ling in  the  wilds,  to  keep  the  Ccramittee 
sitting  longer  at  this  hour.  No  time  will 
be  lost  if  I  am  given  an  opportunity  to 
speak  to-morrow.  .  If  I  speak  now,  I  shall 
occupy  perhaps  half-an-hour,  which  I  re- 
cognise it  would  not  be  fair  to  do  at  this 
time  of  night. 

Senator  Best. — Let  me  finish  this  divi- 
sion. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No;  that  is 
unreasonable. 

Senator  Pulsford. — We  have  got 
through  five  pages  of  the  Tariff  to-day. 

Senator  Best. — Then,  if  honorable  sena- 
tes allow  me  to  take  item  384,  I  shall 
consent  to  the  reporting  of  progress. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 


Molcahy,  E. 
Svinoo,  Sir  Josiah 
Chataway,  T.  D. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
Dobson,  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
[11.20]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qoeMed  to  make  the  duty  on  item  384,  para- 
graph A  (imports  from  the  United  Kingdom),  ad 
Tal.  20  per  cent. 

It  has  been  stated  over  and  over  again  that 
most  of  the  pianos  which  are  now  imported 
are  cS.  German  manufacture,  but  that  the 
English  pianos  are  equally  good,  if  not 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 


Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
(.rav,  J.  P. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
Millcn,  E.  D. 
Neild.  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


(le  Largie,  H. 
Henderson,  O. 
Keating,  T.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 


Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Chatnwav,  T.  D. 
riemons,  J.  S. 
Macfartane,  J. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Dobson,  H . 


10 
II 


Ayes. 

Pulsford,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
Vardon,  J, 

Teller: 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Noes. 

Kussell,  E.  ]. 
Stewart.  1.  f 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Findley,  E. 

Pairs. 

Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Givens,  T. 
T.irlev.  H. 
Kussell,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Request  negatived. 

Progress  reported.  Q^Qgjg 

Senate  adjourned  at  11.30  p.m. 
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|t}ouse  of  £lrprcscntatibrs. 

Tuesday,  31  March,  igc^. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  zead  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  MAHON  presented  a  petition  from 
certain  members  of  the  Commonwealth 
Public  Service  in  Western  Australia  pray- 
ing the  House  to  preserve  to  them  their 
former  rights  as  members  of  the  public 
service  of  the  State,  and  particularly  their 
'ight  to  long  leave. 

Petition  received  and  read. 

FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  consider  the,  advisableness  of  the 
Commonwealth  securing  the  services  of  the 
champion  brass  band  of  Australia — the 
Newtown  Band — to  perform  in  the  Aus- 
tralian Court  at  the  Franco-British  Exhi- 
bition, as  part  of  the  scheme  for  advertising 
Australia,  for  which  this  House  has  just 
voted  ;^2o,ooo? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  proposal  to  send 
a  band  to  the  Exhibition  has  already  been 
submitted  and  declined. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL. 
Inspection  of  Suggested  Sites. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  observed  in 
the  press  last  week,  an  intimation  to  the 
effect  that  the  pilgrimage  of  horiorable 
members  to  ToMna,  which  the  Treasurer 
was  to  conduct,  was  also,  if  possible,  to 
be  extended  to  Tumut.  I  desire  to  know 
whether  the  breakdown  which  occurred  was 
arranged  by  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
order  to  pre\ent  the  inspecti<m  of  Tumut? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Treasurer  whether,  in  view  of  the  reported 
disappearance  of  a  number  of  Federal 
Members  who,  under  his  guidance,  went  to 
inspect  a  proposed  Federal  Capital  Site  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tooma,  he  proposes 
to  send  out  a  search  partv  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXK.— Yes;  I  shall 
send  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  KFXLY. — Now  that  the  expedition 
to  Tocana  has  taken  place  with,  I  regret  to 
say,  rather  disastrous  results  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir,  will  the  Prime 
Minister  tell  us  when  the  Federal  Capital 
Site  question  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
dealt  with  by  this  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN." — As  soon  as  the  business 
of  Parliament  permits.  That  may  be 
next  week. 


POSTHASTE  R-GE  N  R  RAL'  S 
DEPARTMENT. 
Collection  or  Mails  by  Motor  Gas — 
Cancelled  Mail  Contract  —  Cabi^ 
Code — English  Mails — Cabinet  Com- 
mittee OF  Inquiry — Euployment  of 
Asiatics. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.  —  Last  week  I 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
motor  car  service  for  thecollecticm  of  letters 
in  Adelaide.  I  desire  now  to  learn  whe- 
ther h"s  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
following  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the 
Adelaide  Advertiser,  and  was  published  in 
the  Melbourne  press  on  Saturday  last — 
Tax  UsB  OF  Motor  Cars. 

Melboarac,  March  29. 
Reports  received  by  Mr.  Mauger  (the  Post- 
master-General) from  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  of  South  Australia  with  reference  to 
the  pillar  clearance  work  of  the  motor  car  ser- 
vice in  Adelaide,  show  that  the  recent  break- 
downs have  not  been  continued,  and  that  there 
is  a  prospect  of  the  smooth  working  of  the  new 
cars  in  the  near  future.  Premature  collections 
from  pillars  will  be  specially  guarded  against. 
Mr.  Mauger  has  approved  of  calling  for  ten- 
ders for  cars  to  clear  pillars  in  Prahian. 

I  desire  to  know  if  the  Postmaster-General 
has  noticed  also  the  following  paragraph — 

Mail  Motors  ik  Troublx. 
The  motors  employed  to  collect  letters  at 
Hindmarsh  met  with  two  mishaps  on  the  Port- 
road  last  week.  On  one  occasion,  it  is  said^ 
something  went  wrong  with  the  steering  gear, 
and  the  driver  ran  against  a  vehicte  and  was 
thrown  out.  In  the  second  instance  the  motor 
stopped,  and  another  had  to  be  sent  for. 

I  ask  the  Postmaster- General  whether  he 
still  thinks  the  service  satisfactory,  or 
whether  it  can  be  improved  upon? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  service  is  as  sat- 
isfactory as  any  service  in  an  experimental 
stage  can  be  expected  to  be.  Steps  have 
been  taken  which  will  make  the  service 
quite  as  satisfactory  as  the  hcmOTable 
member  can  desire. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  desire  to  know  from 
the  Postmaster-General  whether  he  has  any 
information  with  regard  to  the  ;^25,ooo  re- 
coverable from  Messrs,  James  Laing  and 
Company,  under  the  cancelled  mail  con- 
tract, or  whether  he  has  given  up  all  hope 
of  recovering  the  money  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — The  only  information 
I  have  is  that  action  is  proceeding. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter has,  no  doubt,  observed  that  there  is  to 
be  an  International  Telegraph  Conference 
held  at  Lisbon  in  June  next,  and  that  there 
is  an  idea  abroad  U^at  t^e(^^Iities' at  pre- 
sent enjoyed  in  ihi  i^^monwealth  in  the 
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matter  of  the  cable  code  may  be  curtailed. 
I.i  other  words,  it  is  believed  that  words, 
which  are  not  very  easily  pronounced,  are 
not  to  be  allowed  in  ca.ble  messages,  and, 
if  that  be  so,  it  will  be  a  very  serious  thing 
for  Australia.    I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  Prime  Miiiister  will  take  steps  to  see 
that  the  present  facilities  we  enjoy  in  this 
regard  are  continued.    It  is  most  important 
for  a  country  so  isolated  as  Australia  to 
have  the  facilities  to  which  I  refer.  I 
know   of   one    firm   who   are  spending 
4,000  ki   the  preparaticm  of  a  code 
under  the  old  reflations,  and  if  the  new 
rule  should  come  into  operaticxi,  the  busi* 
ness  of  the  country  will  be  much  inter- 
fered with. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — So  far  as  I  can  learn, 
we  have  no  official  information  of  such  an 
intention.  There  are  rumours  to  that 
dfect,  but  whethn  they  relate  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  present  practice,  or  are 
merely  proposals  in  relation  to  future  bud- 
ness,  we  are  not  aware.  However,  it  is 
propoGed  that  the  Comnmiwealth  shall  be 
represented  at  the  Lisbon  Conference,  and 
steps  will  be  taken  to  protect  any  ri^ts 
we  now  enjoy. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmaster- General  whether  he  caimot 
etpedite  the  delivery  of  the  English  mails? 
The  Commonwealth  Parliament  House 
seems  to  be  about  the  last  point  of  de- 
liTwy.  I  heard  of  English  mail  letters 
being  delivered  at  Toorak  and  all  over  the 
dty  about  luncheon  time  to-day,  but  I  have 
only  just  now  received  mine. 

Mr,  M AUGER. — J  shall  make  inquiries 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  a  ques- 
tim  with  reference  to  a  Committee  which 
has  recently  been  appcunted  to  investigate 
affairs  concerning  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department.  I  understand  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  three,  consisting  of  Cabinet 
Ministers,  has  been  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. Will  the  Prime  Minister  tell  the 
H<nue  what  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  is  to 
be — for  instance,  whether  evidence  fr<xn 
persons  outside  is  to  be  invited ;  and  gene- 
rally as  to  what  it  is  proposed  to  do? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Of  course,  strictly 
speaking,  a  Cabinet  has  no  Committees. 
All  its  business  is  dcme  by  the  whole 
Cabinet.  But  in  view  of  the  frequency, 
number,  and  gravity  of  tHe  complaints 
made  with  reference  to  the  working  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  twoMin- 
isten — one  of    whom,  the  Minister  of 


Home  Affairs,  is  directly  connected  with 
one  branch  of  our  postal  administration, 
inasmuch  as  he  represents  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner — were  asked  to  render 
aid  to  the  Postmaster-General  in  ccmdact- 
ing  an  investigatioi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  why  I 
asked  the  questicm.  I  wish  to  faiow 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  confine  the  in- 
quiry to  the  relations  between  the  Com- 
missioner and  the  Department,  or  to  those 
between  the  Department  and  the  public. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  inquiry  is  not  to 
be  confined  to  the  relaticms  between  De- 
partments. The  whole  range  of  questions 
in  which  the  public  are  interested  will  come 
before  the  Committee  in  cme  shape  or  an- 
other. The  proceedings  of  the  Coounittee 
have  commenced.  Inquiries  have  been  di- 
zected  to  certain  officers  in  the  various 
States,  mostly  the  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General,  in  reference  to  specific  questions 
relating  to  the  administratiwi  of  the  De- 
partment. Their  recommendations  will  be 
considered  when  they  arrive.  Afterwards 
the  inquiry  will  be  extended,  so  as  to  be 
directed  to  public  complaints  of  any  char- 
acter. When  those  complaints  have  bewi 
classified,  consideration  will  be  given  to 
them.  The  inquiry  is  intended  to  be  ex- 
haustive. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  not  public 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Part  of  it  may  be 
made  public  as  it  proceeds. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson.  — ■  That  is  not 
usual  with  Cabinet  Committees. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— At  the  present  stage  it 
will  not  be  public,  but  it  will  receive  and 
register  public  complaints. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook, — It  will  not  be  satis- 
factory unless  it  is  public. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Not  satisfactory  to  the 
public,  the  honorable  member  means?  But 
the  matters  with  which  the  Committee  are 
dealing  more  particularly  at  this  moment  re- 
quire no  participaticm  on  the  part  of  the 
public  than  has  already  been  taken  by  com- 
plaints which  must  be  replied  to  in  the 
form  of  reports  bv  <^cers.  As  I  have 
said,  the  intention  is  not  to  stop  there,  but 
to  deal  with  any  further  ipublic  onnplaints 
made  with  r^ara  to  the  Departmoit.  These 
complaints  will  be  classified  in  cwder  that 
the  inquiry  may  be  searching.  If  the  Go- 
vernment find  that  the  means  of  ini-estiga- 
tion  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  are 
not  sufficient  there  will  be  no  hesitation 
about  asking  this  House  ior  further  power 
to  deal  with  the  idilBeolWajOOgle 
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Mr.  CROUCH.— May  I  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  ihe  Government 
will  extend  the  scope  of  the  inquiry,  so  that 
it  may  include  the  relations  between  the 
Treasury  and  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment? I  ask  that  questitm  because  I 
have  received  a  letter  which  ccxitains  a  re- 
commendation that  a  certain  telephcme 
should  be  constructed.  The  letter  says  that 
the  Postmaster- General  is  satisfied  that  the 
telephone  is  necessary,  but  that  the  matter 
has  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  for  advice  on  financial  matters 
in  connexion  therewith.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister,  therefore,  whether 
the  scope  of  the  inquiry  will  be  extended 
so  as  to  include  the 'relations  between  the 
Department  and  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  manner  in  which 
each  year's  Estimates  are  prepared  is  fairly 
well  known ;  and  the  manner  in  which 
those  Estimates  are  dealt  with  afterwards 
by  this  House  is  thoroughly  well  known. 
Certain  sums  are  voted  for  certain 
purposes.  If,  however,  the  demands  for 
new  services  during  the  twelve  mwilhs 
go  up  by  leaps  and  bounds,  far  surpassing 
anything  anticipated  when  the  Esttnutes 
w«e  prepared — so  that  if  it  was  estimated 
that  there  would  be  a  demand  for  5,000 
telephones  there  is  actually  a  demand  for 
20,000 — the  amount  of  money  available  is 
of  course  far  short  of  what  is  required. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  a  difficulty 
that  has  been  experienced  over  and  over 
again  during  the  past  seven  years  to  my 
knowledge. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  But  the  honorable 
member  knows  that  the  demand  for  new 
services  during  the  last  twelve  months  has 
.greatly  «tceeded  what  could  have  be«i 
f(»eseai  when  the  Estimates  were  pre- 
pared, even  in  the  light  of  our  etperienoe 
of  previous  years. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  Department  intro- 
duced the  toll  system  before  they  were 
ready  for  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  were  told  that  the 
toll  system  would  be  found  to  be  so  hor- 
ribly unpopular  that  possibly  our  calcula- 
titms  were  affected  by  that  prophecy  when 
estimating  the  number  of  people  who  would 
take  advantage  of  it.  The  Estimates  were 
also  exceeded  in  consequence  of  an  exten- 
sion of  the  area  within  which  lines  micht 
be  required.  Demands  out  of  all  propor- 
ticm  to  a  reascxiable  estimate  of  the  Trea- 
surer have  been  made 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Were  the  Estimates 
made  by  the  Treasurer? 


Mr.  DEAKIN,— By  the  Department 
first,  and  then  sulHnitted  to  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Is  the  Postmaster- 
General  aware  that  Asiatics  are  being  em- 
ployed in  the  carrying"^  of  mails  from  Port 
Hedland  to  Marble  Bar,  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia ?  If,  after  inquiry,  he  is  satisfied 
that  that  statement  is  correct,  does  he  pro- 
pose to  take  any  acti<xi  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  propose  to  take 
whatever  action  is  neoe&sary  to  carry  out 
the  policy  of  this  House  and  of  the  De- 
partment ;  that  is,  that  white  labour  is  to 
be  employed  in  carrying  our  mails. 

PRIVILEGE  :  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question  based  on  certain  infcnma- 
tion  he  gave  on  the  mt^ion  for  adjournment 
on  Friday  in  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  of  this  Parliament  to  devise 
means  of  procedure  in  respect  of  charges 
of  corrupti<Hi.  I  desire  to  know  whether, 
when  this  Committee  has  devised  or  dis- 
covered means  of  procedure,  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Prune  MiliLster  to  introduce 
legislation,  and  if  so,  whether  in  that  case 
the  charges  placed  before  this  House  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Lang  and  the 
hoiKffable  member  for  Hunter  will  be  im- 
mediately investigated? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  hope  to  give  notice 
to-ni^t  of  the  members  the  Government 
prop(»e  to  appoint  on  the  Committee. 
The  Committee  will  be  asked  to  report  at 

once,  and  that  will  probably  require  some 
action  by  this  House,  to  be  taken  as  soon 
as  time  permits.  Afterwards,  it  will  be 
OMnpetent  for  the  House  to  decide  which, 
if  any,  of  the  charges  already  made  shall 
be  investigated.  If  thev  come  within  the 
new  Act  they  can  be  dealt  with. 

CHINESE  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  noticed 
the  following  statement  made  by  Mr.  Angus 
McLeod,  President  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Australian  Natives  Association 

at  Perth :—   

Perth,  March  39. 

Mr.  Angus  McLeod,  president  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  A.N.A.,  stated  that  when  the 
Federal  inquiry  in  regard  to  Chinese  evading 
the  immigration  regulations  was  set  afoot,  his 
association  would  be  ready  wi|h  facts, to  show 
that  a  number  of  g^^Ji^o^gg^^jntered 
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the  Commonwealth.  In  1903  b  Chinese  was  al- 
lowed into  Western  Australia  on  a  special  cer< 
tificate  for  the  puipose  of  scienflfic  research, 
mnd  la  months  later  he  was  ironing  shirts  in 
Perth  latmdry.  He  was  summoned  and  con- 
victed for  the  purpose  of  deportation,  but  de- 
apite  the  sentence  he  was  still  in  Perth. 

Will  the  Prime  Minister  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made,  and  does  he  not  think  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when,  in  view  of  the  ex- 
tent of  our  coastline,  all  Chinese  in  Aus- 
tralia ought  to  be  registered? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  I  have  noticed  the 
paragraph ;  and  the  statement  made  as  to 
the  Cblnaman  ironing  shirts  is  correct. 
But  the  law  has  been  since  aAoed  so  as 
to  close  ihe  loop-hole  through  wliidi  he 
managed  to  remain.  The  statement  as  to 
the  influx  of  young  Chinamen  is  receiving 
special  attention,  and  its  accuracy  will  be 
known  very  shortly. 

SIZE  OF  GRAIN  BAGS. 

Mr.  POYNT(7N.~I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  great  mis- 
^prehension  as  to  the  shape  of  the  wheat 
bags  it  is  proposed  lb  introduce,  he  will 
secure  one  of  the  dimensitms  described  in 
iIms  regulations,  and  having  had  it  filled 
with  wheat,  will  place  it  in  some  portion 
in  the  precincts  of  the  House,  bo  that  hon- 
<HabIe  members  can  aso^ain  whether  it 
is  a  handv  shape  of  bag? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  I  think 
that  this  question  ought  rather  to  be  ad- 
dressed  to  Mr.  Speaker.  If  Mr.  Speaker 
will  give  pemiission,  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  have  one  of  the  proposed  new  wheat 
bags  here,  and  also  one  of  the  size  advo- 
cated by  honorable  members,  so  that  we 
may  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  Will  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Cust(»ns  also  get  one  of  the  475 
lbs.  bat's  which  were  carried  on  the  Vic- 
'  lorian  Railways,  at  Rainbow,  last  week? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  do  so,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Indi  will  imdertake  to  carry  it  tn. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.  —  These  questions 
are  truly  national  ! 

Mr.  POYNTOK.— I  desire  to  pmnt  out 
that  my  inquiry  has  not  reference  to  the 
nze  of  the  bags,  but  is  designed  to  elicit 
whether  the  shape,  as  described  by  the  re- 
gulations, is  convenient  for  handling. 
Hence,  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Min- 
ister, without  giving  me  any  flippant 
answer,  is  prepared  to  bjing  one  of 
tiie  new  bags  here?     If  he  cannot  get 


a  full  bag,  let  have  an  empty  one. 
Honcwable  members  will  then  be  able  to  s^ 
the  shape  of  the  liags  which  are  to  come 
into  use. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Cer- 
tainly. 

SECRET  DRUGS,  CURES,  AND 
FOODS. 

Mr.  Beale's  Report. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Last  week  the  Prime  Min- 
ister promised  to  lay  up«i  the  table 
papers  with  reference  to  Mr.  Beale's  report 
CKi  secret  drugs  and  medicines.  May  I  ask 
him  whether  he  will  adhere  to  that  promise, 
and,  if  so,  when  the  papers  will  be  pro- 
duced? 

Mr.  DEAKIN,— The  papers  were  before 
me  this  mwning.  They  have  not  yet 
reached  my  hands  to  be  laid  upMi  the 
table.     Perhaps  they  will  arrive  later, 

QUARANTINE  BILL. 
Assent  reported. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of  a 
message  frcKU  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  recommending  an  appropriation  for 
the  puq;)oses  of  this  Bill. 

ALBANY  FORTS. 
Sir  JOHN  FORREST  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  ufion  notice — 

I.  Whether  any  report  was  made  by  Colonel 
Wallaclc,  who  recently  inspected  the  Forts  at 
Albany  (King  Geoi^e*s  Sound)  as  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  armaments  to  'Cpcl  an  attack  ? 

3.  Whether  the  guns  are  sufficiently  powerful 
to  repel  hostile  cruisers? 

3.  Whether  the  Forts  are  sufficiently  manned, 
and,  if  so,  what  are  the  numbers  of  permanent 
officers  and  artillerymen,  &c.  ? 

4.  How  many  01  the  men  belonging  to  the 
Albany  Forts  are  workinf;  in  Fremantle,  and 
whether  permanent  provisitsi  for  the  Forts  at 
Albany  and  Fremantle  is  to  be  made,  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  right 
hcHiorable  member's  questiims  are  as  fol- 
low— 

r.  No. 

3.  These  guns,  which  are  one  6-in.  Mark  IV. 
and  two  Mark  VI.,  were  manufactured  in 
1889-1890,  and  are  regarded  as  much  inferior 
weapons  to  the  6-in.  Mark  VII.  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  place  in  Fixed  Defences.  The  guns 
at  Albany  would  be  useful  against  an  un- 
armoured  cruiser,  but  cannot  ht  regarded  as 
efficient. 

3.  No.   See  4. 

4  and  3.  Five.  At  Fremantle  full  provision 
will  be  made  when  forts  are-  co^lete.  There 
is  much  diiFerenc(Diiaz^Pfil^i(i@@D9[i£garding 
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the  re-aimiog  of  Albany,  but  if  deteimined  upoa 
it  will  await  the  complctioQ  of  more  urgent 
work. 

It  is  not  only  a  question  of  re-artntog  forts 
and  of  personnel  for  gunSi  but  also  of  garriion 
troops  for  land  defence  of  forts. 

Viewing  the  question  solely  from  stand-point 
of  numlKrs,  in  the  Commonwealtb  there  are 
ii,8oi  infantry  under  training  at  present.  The 
Garrison  Troops  stipulated  in  C.I.D.  and  Com- 
monwealtb officers'  reports  as  necessary  for  land 
protection  of  forts  numbers  9,550.  In  the  event 
of  sudden  hostilities  there  would  be  a  surplus 
of  only  3,351  infantry  under  training  available 
for  land  protection  at  Albany  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  Ccmtioent. 

SOUTH     AUSTRALIAN  LETTER- 
CARRIERS  AND  MAIL-CART 
DRIVERS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (for  Mr.  Bat- 
cuelor)  asked  the  Minister  representing 
the  Minister  of  Hcwne  Affairs,  uton 
notice — 

1.  How  many  letter  carriers  are  there  in 
South  AustnliK? 

2.  How  many  assistant  letter  carriers? 

3.  What  is  the  difference  in  tbe  salaries  and 
duties  of  these  officers? 

4.  How  many  mail-cart  drivers  are  there? 

5.  How  many  assistant  mail-cart  drivers? 

6.  What  is  die  difTcrence  iA  the  salaries  and 
duties  of  ttiese  officers? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing infonnaticwi — 

I.  Seventy-two  letter  carriers  (thirty-sii 
Grade  I.   and  thirty-six  Grade  II.} 

a.  Thirty-nine  assistant  letter  carriers. 

3.  Salaries — 

Assistants — Minimum,     ^(to ;  maximum, 

jCt»o- 

Grade  I. — Uuimumi  j£ti4;  maximum^ 
Grade  II. — Minimum,  /13a;  maximum, 
Duties — 

Tbe  class  of  work  is  the  same,  the  diflcr- 
ence  in  classification  being  mainly  due 
to  variation  in  length  of  service. 

4.  Four  mail  drivers. 

J.  Four  assistant  mail  drivers. 
.  Salaries — 

Assistant   mail  drivers — Minimum,   £60 ; 

maximum,  j^iio. 
Mail  drivers — Minimum,  ^^114;  maximum. 

Duties — 

The  duties  are  of  the  same  character, 
but  the  erade  of  the  officer  is  governed 
largely  by  his  service  as  mail  driver. 

FINANCIAL  ARRANGEMENTS 
BETWEEN 
COMMONWEALTH  AND  STATES. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.—About  a  fort- 
night ago,  the  Prime  Minister,  in  reply  to 
the  ri{^t  hcMOTable  member  for  Swan, 


stated  that  he  would  be  pjepared  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  Gorarnment  pro- 
posals in  regard  to  the  financial  relaticms 
of  the  Ccramcai wealth  and  States  before 
the  coining  Cwiference  of  Premiers.  I  de- 
sire to  know  whether  the  Prime  Minister  is 
prepared  to  make  a  more  definite  statement 
as  to  the  time  when  we  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity to  ccmsider  those  proposals. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  name  the  day  when  the  pto- 
posals  will  be  ready  to  lay  befcve  the 
House. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— It  will  be  this 
session? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Before  the  Premiers 
meet. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  ufon  notice — • 

I.  Whether  the  Government  will  give  this. 
House  an  oppon{untty  of  discussing  before 
being  submitted  to  the  Conference  the  new 
proposals  of  the  Government,  to  be  submittect 
to  the  Premiers'  Conference  next  month,  iik 
regard  to  the  financial  arrangements  betweeik 
the  Commonwealth  and  States^ 

a.  What  are  the  reasons  that  have  actuated 
the  Government  to  withdraw  from  the  proposals 
made  by  the  Government  to  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ferences at  Melbourne  and  Brisbane,  and  wfaicb 
were  agreed  to  by  die  States  and  accepted  by 
the  Commonwealtb  at  the  Brisbane  Conference 
in  April  last  year? 

3.  Does  the  Government  consider  this  with- 
drawal justifiable  or  fair  or  courteous  to  tbe 
States  which  agreed  to  tbe  Commonwealth  pro- 
pqsuls,  more  especially  seeing  that  Parliament 
has  never  been  given  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  arrangements  which  were  agreed 
to  by  tbe  Stales  and  Commonwealth  at  Bri^ane 
in  April  last  year  with  the  approval  of  both 
parties  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— In  reply  lo  the  honor- 
able member's  questicxis,  I  beg  to  state — 

At  Brisbane  the  Commonwealth  submitted 
complete  proposals  for  talcing  over  the  debts 
of  the  States,  and  making  payments  to  their 
Treasuries,  but,  tlic  Premier*  'having  resolved 
that  the  question  of  taking  over  the  debts  should 
be  postponed,  no  agreement  was  attained. 

Any  consideration  given  by  the  P.irliament 
must  be  to  the  proposals  as  a  whole.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  agreement  will  be  arrived  at 
with  the  Premiers  after  their  Conference  next 
month.  In  that  event,  it  will  be  at  once  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament. 

So  far  there  is  no  restriction  of  any  kind 
upon  the  freedom,  either  of  the  Commonwealtb 
or  of  the  States,  preventing  them  from  varyio^ 
their  proposals.  The  announcement  already 
made  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  include  in  their  scheme  a  provision  for  Old- 
age  Pensions  necessarily  implies  a  modificatioD 
of  tbe  Brisbane  prflpgnafeBbyLaOOQlC 


Papeta. 


[31  March,  1908.]      Surplus  Reoeime  BUI.  9847 


ELECTORAL  ROLLS. 

Mr.  WATRINS  (for  Mr.  Webster) 
asked  the  Minister  repmenting  Ae  Minis- 
ter of  Hcxne  Affairs,  upon  noHee — 

WhetlKr  he  will  supply  the  House  with  the 
fellowiag  information  ; — 

t.  The  number  of  aames  removed  from  the 
Federal  electoral  toll  during  the  collection 
made  in  1906? 

a.  The  Dumber  of  names  added  to  ihe  roll 
ased  tit  the  last  Federal  election? 

3.  The  number  of  names,  male  and  female, 
respectively  added  to,  or  removed  from,  each 
dirtsional  roll  in  New  South  Wales  during 
1906? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Tlie  information 
is  being  iprepared,  and,  when  ready,  will 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Federal  Capital  Site — Further  correspondence 
between  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  ^sth  February  to  31st  March, 
190S. 

Pacific  Island  Labourers — 
Statement  showing  the  number  of  islanders 
returned,  and  &e  number  of  owmptions, 

Repatriation  of  Kanakas. — Return  showing 
the  cost  of  repatriating  kanakas  during  the 
years  1906-7  and  1907-8. 
Papua — Suspension  of  R.  M.  Ommmond,  Ute 
Acting  Chief  Government  Surveyor. 

Public  Service  Act— Regulations  Amended 
fProvbional) — 

No.  104 — Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  36. 
No.  10^— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No. 
No.  104 — Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  40. 
Census  and  Statistics  Act — ' 
Regulation    (Provisional)  —  Declaration  by 

Officer — Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  37. 
Statistics  of  the  Commonwealth — Population 
and    Vital  Statistics— Bolletin    No.  5— 
Quarter  ended  aoth  September,  1907. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE  BILL. 
Second  REAinNG. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
^cr)  [3.33]. — I  move — 
That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

1  cannot  justly  be  accused  of  making 
speeches  of  undue  length  in  moving  the 
seomd  reading  of  Bills,  and  on  this  occa- 
sion I  shall  again  attempt — I  hope  success- 
fully— to  explain  clearly  and  concisely  the 
objects  in  view,  and  the  effect  of  the  main 
provisions  of  the  measure.  When  intro- 
duced, the  Bill  was  aanrapanied  by  a 
DKiDorandimi  which  has  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  which  I  wish  em- 
todied  in  Hansard  for  future  reference.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary,  to  insure 


its  appearance  in  that  publication,  that  I 
should  read  it ;  perhaps  it  will  meet  with 
the  wishes  of  honorable  members  if  I 
merely  draw  attention  to  it  now,  on  the 
understanding  that  it  will  be  incorporated 
in  the  official  report  as  if  actually  read  by 
me. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — If  only  the  document 
referred  to  were  concerned,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  be  convenient  to  permit  its  publica- 
tion in  Hansard  without  putting  the  Trea- 
surer to  the  trouble  of  reading  it ;  but  I 
feel  bound  to  point  out  that,  were  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  request  granted,  I  should 
have  to  grant  similar  requests  from  other 
honorable  members,  and  it  might  come 
about  within  a  short  time  that  written  and. 
perhaps,  lengthy  discourses,  no  part  of 
which  had  been  spoken  in  the  Chamber, 
would  be  handed  in  for  publication  in 
Hansard.  I  think  it  desirable,  therefore, 
that  the  Treasurer  should  read  the  memo- 
randum he  speaks  of. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  sure 
that  it  would  be  a  disadvantage  if  some 
speeches  were  handed  in  instead  of  being 
delivered.  The  memorandum  reads  as  fol- 
lows— - 

The  bookkeeping  clauses  of  the  Constitution, 
sections  eighty-nine  and  ninety-three,  have  been 
found  to  hamper  considerably  the  finances  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  strict  system  of  crediting  revenue,  debit- 
ing actual  expenditure,  and  paying  monthly 
balances  to  the  States  means  that,  whatever  the 
financial  obligations  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
the  coming  month  or  the  coming  year  may  be, 
the  Treasury  must  be  emptied  of  cash  at  the 
end  of  each  month. 

The  difficulties  were  comparatively  small  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  Commonwealth,  before 
the  establishment  of  large  national  undertak- 
ings and  the  bookkeeping  clauses  were  never 
intended  to  last  beyond  these  preliminary 
stages.  They  were  made  abnlole  for  five 
years  after  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties, 
but  were  terminable  after  that  period  at  the 
will  of  Parliament.  Those  five  years  have  now 
elapsed,  and  Parliament  has  power  to  put  an 
end  to  the  operation  of  sections  eighty-nine  to 
ninety-three  by  legislation  under  section  ninety- 
four. 

Section  ninety-four  is  far  more  elastic  than 
the  temporary  sections.  Those  sections  contain 
a  special  appropriation  to  the  States  of  all  un- 
expended revenue ;  and  while  they  remain  in 
force  the  Commonwealth  is  bound  to  return  to 
the  States  every  penny  that  is  not  actually 
expended.  Under  section  ninety-four  the 
special  appropriation  b^  the  Constitution  ceases 
and  in  its  place  there  is  a  requirement  that  the 
Federal  Parliament  should  appropriate  to  the 
States  all  surplus  revenue,  t.«.,  all  revenue 
which  it  does  not  require  for  Commonwealth 
purposes. 

In  legislation  under  section  ninety-four,  there- 
fore, the  Parliament  may  provide  for  the  re- 

tention  of  '"™«  □*!fii-,fc^,;1@0c5§lr''"' 
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expended  at  the  end  of  any  given  month,  is 
aeveitheless  required  for  and  appropriated  to 
the  public  pnaposes  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  is  therefore  not  in  any  sense  **  surplus 
revenue." 

This  Bill,  after  providing  that  the  temporary 
clauses  &hall  ccise  to  operate,  ^^bstitute8  par- 
liamentary provisions  for  the  same  purpose 
and  enables  the  Commonwealth  at  any  t'nie  to 
withdraw  from  the  Consolidated  Revenve  and 
pay  to  Trust  Account  moneys  which  have  been 
appropriated  by  the  Parliament  for  any  special 
purpose. 

The  Bill  does  not,  of  course,  affect  die  opera- 
tion of  section  eighty-seven  (the  Braddon 
Clause) ;  but,  while  the  Commonwealth  re- 
mains during  the  currency  of  the  Braddon 
Clause  under  an  obligation  to  return  to  the 
States  three-fourths  of  the  net  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue,  it  will  have  power  to  retain 
anything  over  and  above  that  amount  which  it 
requires  and  has  appropriated  for  Common- 
wealth expenditure. 

The  Bill  makes  no  radical  alteration  in  tbt^ 
method  of  crediting  revenue  and  debiting  ex- 
penditure. It,  however,  makes  provision  for 
certain  minor  adjustments  as  to  which  the 
terms  of  .the  Constitution  itself  were  not 
sufficiently  explicit,  but  as  to  the  justice  of 
which  there  can  be  no  dispute.  For  instance, 
there  is  a  definition  of  New  Revenue.  New 
Revenue  is  revenue  which  is  credited  ta  the 
States  on  a  population  basis. 

Amounts  were  received  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Treasury  which,  although  received  in  a 
particular  State,  could  not  by  reason  of  their 
nature  be  credited  to  such  State.  Again,  the 
Commonwealth  earns  interest  on  money  in  its 
hands  in  London.  This  interest  is  not  col- 
lected in  any  State,  and  docs  not  belong  to  any 
State. 

It  ba«  been  divided  on  a  population  basis. 
The  expenditure  for  the  production  of  Gazettes 
and  Federal  parliamentary  reports  is  borne  on 
a  population  basis;  the  proceeds  of  sale,  being 
practically  a  reimbursement  of  that  expendi- 
ture, are  also  distributed  on  a  population  baisis 
without  respect  to  the  State  in  which  they  are 
received.  Considerable  amounts  have  been  re- 
ceived for  rebates  made  by  shipping  companies 
in  respect  of  freight  from  Great  Britain  to 
Australia.  It  is  practically  impossible  to'  trace 
the  items  on  which  the  freight  oi  the  various 
shipments  were  originally  charged,  and  it  has 
been  the  practice  to  distribute  such  amounts  on 
a  population  basts.  In  practice,  the  greater 
part  of  the  revenue  received  by  the  new  Com- 
monwealth Departments,  which  really  do  not 
appertain  to  any  particular  Slate,  is  being  dis* 
Iributed  on  a  population  basis ;  and  this  Bill 
lnys  down  definite  rules  in  accordance  with' 
which  such  amounts  are  to  be  credited.  It  has 
been  found,  however,  that  an^  precise  lulc 
which  can  be  laid  down  for  this  purpose  will 
cause  some  anomalies;  and  therefore  two  pro- 
visos have  been  inserted  to  give  a  measure  of 
elasticity  to  the  system ,  and  to  enable  the 
Treasurer  to  credit  on  a  population  basis  any 
items  of  revenue  which  obviously,  from  their 
nature,  should  be  so  distributed,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  lo  credit  to  a  particular  State  any 
items  of  revenue  which,  from  their  nature, 
obviously  ought  to  be  so  credited. 
Sir  William  Lyne. 


The  necessity  fcH-  this  Bill  will,  I  am  sure, 
appeal  to  honorable  members.  Since  the 
inception  of  Federation  we  have  every 
year  handed  over  to  the  Treasurers  of  the 
States  a  sum  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
three-fourths  of  Cust(»ns  and  Excise  re- 
venue to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the 
Constituti<Hi.  I  propose  to  put  before 
hon(»:abIe  members  s(xne  figures  which  will 
clearly  show  what  we  have  dme  in  that 
respect. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Every  one  is  fami- 
liar with  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  may  be  familiar  with  the  amounts, 
but  there  are  others  who  are  not.  The 
follmving  sums  have  been  returned  to  the 
States  in  excess  of  the  three-fourths  to 
which  they  were  entitled: — ¥<x  the  half- 
year  ended  30th  June,  1901,  ;^S77,845  ;  in 
1901-2,  ;^;888,74i;  1902-3,  ;£i,i45»234i 
1903-4.  ;^74S»332i  1904-S.  ;£73S»286 ; 
1905-6.  /^829,9io ;  1906-7,  ;£8o5.766. 
The  total  amount  so  paid  for  the  six  years 
«as  ^5.728,114. 

Mr.  McDonald. — That  statement  does 
not,  apply  to  all  the  States.  Queensland, 
for  instance,  has  been  receiving  less  than 
her  three*foujibs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  aware  of 
that.  I  have  quoted  these  figures  in  order 
to  show  first  of  all  that  the  Commonwealth 
has  returned  to  the  States  revenue  that 
which  rightly  belonged  to  us,  and 
which  could  have  been  utilized  in  carrying 
out  various  works,  for  which  a  demand  has 
been  made  on  many  occasicms.  In  tlie 
second  place,  the  figures  show  that  the 
accusation  of  extravagance  made  againsd 
us  by  representatives  of  the  States,  and  re- 
peated o\er  and  over  again  with  a  desire 
to  injure  the  Commonwealth,  is  absolutely 
without  foundation. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  unfortunate 
feature  of  the  situation  is  that  while  some 
of  the  States  have  had  returned  to  them 
more  than  their  three-fourths  of  Customs 
and  Excise  revenue,  others  have  had  paid 
to  them  less  than  the  three-fourths. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  have  made 
a  distribution  according  to  law,  so  that 
neither  the  Government  as  a  whole,  nor 
the  Treasurer,  caji  be  held  blameable  in 
that  regard.  The  result  of  the  system 
hitherto  adopted  has  been  that  works 
which  should  have  been  spread  over  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
surplus  reventie,  have  been  held  in  abey- 
ance, and  that  certain  services  have  no  doubt 
been  staned.     This  j^g^^^epart- 
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ments  ate  making  urgoit  demands  for  works 
whkfa,  as  I  have  said,  should  have  been 
spread  over  a  number  of  years.  In  sub- 
mitting the  Additi<xial  Estimates,  I  shall 
make  a  statement  as  to  our  present  experk- 
lUtnie^  and  the  demands  of  the  Depart- 
ments, which  I  think  will  astonish  honor- 
able men^rs. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^\Vhy  wait  until  the 
Additional  Estimates  are  submitted?  Why 
does  not  the  honorable  member  tell  us 
frankly  what  he  proposes  to  do? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  speak 
frankly  ;  but  I  cannot  now  put  before  the 
House  the  actual  amounts  proposed  to  be 
ezpoided,  since  the  framing  of  tiie  Addi- 
ticKial  Estimates  has  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted. It  is  sufficirat  to  say  that  I  am 
called  upon  this  year  to  find  mcxi^,  in 
many  cases,  fot  works  which,  had  we  been 
aUe  to  nuke  the  provision  for  which  this 
Bill  provides,  would  have  been  spread  over 
a  nimiber  of  years. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
gentleman  would  have  been  able  to  keep 
a  nest-egg. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  mniey  would 
have  been  spent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  money 
has  been  spent  by  the  States,  and  not  by 
the  Commonwealth,  which  is  in  greater 
need  of  it.  Whilst  sectiwis  89  and  93  of 
the  Coostitution  are  in  force,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  hand  over  to  the  States  every 
penny  of  the  revenue  that  we  do  not  spend 
during  the  linaiKrial  year.  Perhaps  the 
principal  object  that  I  have  in  view  in  in- 
troducing this  Bill  is  to  enable  the  Go- 
vemmNit  to  keep  in  hand  sufficient  money 
to  meet  our  liabilities  in  respect  of  wrnks 
which  this  Parliament  has  declared  shall 
be  carried  out,  so  that  the  liability  incurred 
in  re.spect  of  any  one  year  shall  not  be 
carried  forward  to  burden  the  next  financial 
year. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  States  will 
feel  the  burden,  no  matter  how  the  money 
is  dealt  with. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  present 
state  of  affairs  is  to  continue,  I  do  not 
think  that  we  shall  be  able,  in  any  one 
year,  to  find  the  money  necessary  to  meet 
tfw  demands  for  various  works. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  long  is  this 
Bill  to  remain  in  operation? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  remain 
in  force,  at  all  events,  until  1910. 

Sir  John  Forhest-  —  That  is  not  far 
ahead. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  shall  need, 
not  (xily  this  year,  but  next  year,  and  also 
in  1910,  the  arrangement  for  which  it  pro- 
vides. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAXis. — If  this  Bill  te  car- 
ried, what  money  will  it  enable  the  Cc»nmon- 
wealth  to  retain  every  year  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  have  men- 
tiwied  the  amount  of  surplus  revenue  re- 
turned during  previous  years. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Does  the  Trea.surer 
mean  to  say  that  this  Bill  will  enable  the 
Government  to  retain  the  whole  of  the  one- 
fourth  of  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  to 
which  the  Commonwealth  is  entitled  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will,  and  we 
shall  also  be  able  to  retain  any  revenue  from 
olher  sources.  Last  year,  in  additira  to  the 
cme-fourth  of  Customs  and  Excise  revenue 
that  we  were  entitled  to  retain,  we  received 
from  various  services — chiefly  from  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department — something  like 
./"300,ooo  stated  to  be  profit.  That  sum 
went  into  the  general  revenue,  and  instead 
of  being  devoted  to  the  carrying  out  of 
works  of  which  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  was  in  urgent  need,  was 
handed  over  to  the  Treasurers  of  the 
States,  the  Commonwealth  being  left  to  ob- 
tain, in  some  other  way,  the  revenue  re- 
quired for  pressing  public  works. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  always  had 
plenty  of  money. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  can  only  say 
that,  if  the  demands  upon  the  Treasurer  are 
to  continue  in  the  same  proportion  as  has 
recently  been  the  case,  we  shall  shortly  find 
ourselves  in  a  different  position.  We  hare 
to  be  very  careful. 

Mr.  Hutchison.  —  The  Commonwealth 
has  now  assumed  control  of  lighthouses  and 
quarantine^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  have.  The 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  has  entered 
into  a  new  contract  with  the  Railway  De- 
partments of  the  States  for  the  carriage  of 
mails,  and  we  have  a  number  of  new  ser- 
vices to  provide  for. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  revenue  is  a  re- 
curring crop. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  our  Customs  revenue  can  be  so  de- 
scribed. If  the  new  Tariff  is  to  have  the 
effect  that  we  anticipate,  we  shall  have  for 
some  years  a  somewhat  decreasing  revenue. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  there  any  evi- 
dence of  a  falling  off  in  revenue? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is.  I  can- 
not sav  for  the  mmnent  MAatJiaA;e  (been  the 

Digitized  by  VjUOv  It. 


9850  Surplus  Revenue     [REPRESENTATIVES.]  BiB. 


returns  for  the  last  fortnight,  but  prior  to 
that  our  Customs  and  Excise  receipts  fell 
back  to  the  estimate  that  I  made  last  year. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  ought  to  do 
so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  fact  that 
they  have  gone  back  to  that  estimate  shovs 
that  the  Tariff  is  not  likely  to  permanently 
increase  our  revenue- 
Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hwiorable  gen- 
tleman estimated  that,  as  compared  with 
the  returns  for  last  year,  the  CustMns  and 
Excise  revenue  for  this  year  would  show  an 
increase  of  ;£i,ooo,ooo. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— An  increase  of 
j^8oo,ooo  odd. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— What  is  the  total 
excess  up  to  date  of  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue  for  the  financial  year  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  anticipate 
that  the  excess  over  my  estimate  will  be 
about  ^1,000,000,  or  a  little  more.  Some 
honorable  members  declared  that  we 
should  have  an  increased  revenue  of  about 
^£2,000,000  or  j^3,ooo,ooo,  but  that 
prophesy  is  not  likely  to  be  realized 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^We  reduced  to  a 
considerable  extent  the  duties  proposed  by 
the  GovernmeiU. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— That  is  not 

so. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  must  ask  honor- 
able members  not  to  make  sudi  frequent 
inter jectiois.  The  Treasurer  is  moving 
the  second  reading  of  a  Bill,  and  on  such 
an  occasion,  above  all  others,  ought  to  be 
listened  to  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  him 
to  have  a  complete  record  of  his  speech 
in  Hansard,  and  to  put  before  honorable 
members  the  infonnation  they  desire  to 
obtain.  That  cannot  be  done  while  inter- 
jections are  constant,  and  in  such  circum- 
stances the  Minister  must  necessarily  lose 
the  thread  of  his  speech.  The  Bill  we 
are  discussing  deals  with  surplus  revenues 
in  the  abstract,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I 
can  allow  in  the  discussion  of  it  any  re- 
ference to  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
the  Tariff  is  producing  more  or  less  revenue 
than  did  the  first  F^eral  Tariff,  or  more 
or  less  rewnue  than  the  Treasurer  estimated. 
Such  questions  are  entirely  apart  frwn  the 
purposes  of  the  Bill,  as  I  understand  it. 
No  side  issues  should  be  introduced.  If 
they  are  the  debate  upon  the  motion  must 
become  interminable. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Common- 
wealth now  proposes  to  enter  upon  a  large 
expenditure  in  respect,  first  of  all,  of  har- 


bor and  coast  defences,  as  well  as  upon 
other  works  which  I  shall  not  now 
enumerate. 

Mr.  Joseph  CookT. — The  Treasurer's 
memoraiuium  states  that — 

_  Those  five  years  have  now  elapied,  and  Par- 
liament has  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  opera- 
tion of  lections  eigbty-ninc  to  ninety-three  by 
l^tslation  under  lection  ninety-four. 

What  modifications  of  sections  89  to  93 
of  the  Cmstitution  does  the  Minister  pro- 
pose? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Bill  vir- 
tually repeals  those  sections. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  a  Bill  which 
repealed  sections  of  the  Constitution  would 
be  unconstitutional. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that, 
under  section  94  of  the  Constitution,  it  will 
be  found  that  we  can  make  a  redistribu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  know,  but  this 
Bill  does  not  propose  to  do  thai. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  should  pre- 
fer if  these  matters  were  raised  in  debate, 
and  not  while  I  am  moving  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  is 
intended  now  to  enter  on  large  ex- 
penditure for  the  purpose  of  harlxir  and 
coastal  defence,  and  ;^250,ooo  appears  in 
the  Works  and  Buildings  Estimates  under 
this  head.  It  is  practically  impossible  to 
expend  any  con^derable  portion  of  this 
sum  befixe  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 
although  ttiere  will  be  large  expenditure  on 
Commonwealth  wcvks  and  buildings.  If 
these  mcmeys  are  voted »  and  the  present  sys- 
tem continues,  we  shall  have  to  re-vote  the 
money,  and  place  it  as  a  charge  against 
next  year's  Estimates,  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, we  must  pay  the  sum  oi  mwiey  under 
the  present  system  to  the  States.  The 
revenue  of  next  year  will  have  quite  suffi- 
cient claims  on  it  without  being  burdened 
with  this  expenditure,  a  large  proportion 
of  which  essentially  belongs  to  this  year. 
The  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  of  the 
present  year  is  abnormally  large.  I  ex- 
pect to  receive  at  least  ,000,000  more 
than  I  anticipated  when  delivering  my 
Budget  in  August  last;  and  I  desire  to 
earmark  a  portiwi  of  this  revenue  for  these 
special  defence  and  other  works. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Will  the  States  not  have 
to  be  paid  for  the  buildings,  or  some  ar- 
rangement made? 

Sir  WILLIAM  I.YNE.—Perhaps  it  is 
too  late  to  say  it,  but  the  ;^5,ooo.ooo  ot 
j^6,ooo,ooo  we  have  spent  ought,  I  think, 
in  the  first  inst.n«,  to  Ig^gyg^^t  .ny 
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nie  in  partial  payment  for  ttx  buildings; 
but,  as  it  is,  we  shall  bare  to  find  money 
for  that  purpose  hereafter.  The  right 
booorable  meinber  for  Swan  told  me  the 
other  night  that  I  had  about  ^1,000,000 
or  thereabouts  in  trust  funds,  but,  having 
made  inquiries,  I  am  able  to  say  that  that 
h  not  so,  ahfaoo^  there  are  some  trust 
funds. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^According  to  the 
puUic  aocounU,  thae  was  ^£340,000  on  the 
31st  December  last 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  The  special 
trust  funds  l^alized  by  tte  Amending 
Aut^t  Act  on  the  31st  December,  1907, 
amounted  to  j£io4,74o,  made  up  as  fol- 
lows— 

Snail  arms  unmiinitian  ...  £3^,666   5  o 

Defence  clothing  material        ...      5,387  14  10 
Small  arms     ...         ...         —      0,617   5  • 

DcfcTTcd  pw,  military  (N.S.W.)      1,105   3  3 
Coamosweauh  ammunitkm  ma- 
teiial  ...         ...         ...  38  15  4 

Vaclaimed  ndlhia  pa;^ 

Military       ...  ^1,248  17  11 

Naval  ...       355   5  3 

  1,604   3  2 

CosUkiu  officers'  overtiine         ...  1,627 
Defence  stores  coIlectiOBS  (Q.)...  11,453   5  9 
PeiKsms  leeopped  by  Brit^  Go- 
vernment     ...         ...         ...  25,311   2  6 

CovcnuBCttt  Printer     ...         ...  4,263  14  o 

Repatriation  of  Pacific  illaDden  756    o  o 

Pki&c  Cable  Board    ■.■         ...  43   9  o 

NxTal  agreement — Special  pay  ...  7,406  13  o 

Registry          ...          ...         ...  381   8  3 

Guarantee  fund           ...         ...  7,131  13  3 

DcfalcatiaiB     ...         ...         ...  125  13  8 


Total 


These  balances  include  amoums  advanced 
to  puUic  officers. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — On  the  31st  De- 
cember the  amount  was  ;^340,ooo. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  speak- 
ii^  from  the  Treasury  books,  as  prepared 
by  the  Treasury  officialSi  and  i  venture  to 
think  that  tbey  axe  correct. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  also  got  my  in- 
fonnation  at  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Does  the  Treasurer 
think  that  this  has  anything  to  do  with 
the  Bill? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  st  has 
emrything  to  do  with  the  Bill.  It'  is  as- 
inted  that  the  Bill  is  not  necessary,  be- 
came these  moneys  are  held  in  tmst,  and 
I  uy  that  there  is  a  grave  doubt  as  to 
wbeth^  the  moneys  are  legally  held  in 
trust. 

-  Sit  Jcoor  FonxsT. — Carnioc  the  Tiea- 
snrer  inaugurate  a  new  trust  aocountr? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  question 
whether  there  is  any  power  at  the  present 
moment,  except  under  secliwi  13  of  the 
Audit  Adt.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
Treasurer  has  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
mitting amoimts  to  London,  and  not  dis- 
tributing amongst  the  Stales  the  unex- 
pended portions  of  the  remit'tanoes  at  tl«j 
end'  of  the  financial  year.  At  present  the 
balances  of  London  accounts  over  the 
various  States  amount  to  £250,^04;  and 
that  is  to  what  'the  right  htxiorable  mem- 
ber fw  Swan,  I  think,  was  refwring  the 
other  night.  But  it  must  be  remembered 
that  all  remittances  which  have  been"'sent 
to  London  have  been  accompanied  wfth 
definite  orders  on  contractors;  and  the 
orders  having  been  given,  and  the  drafts 
purchased,  the  expenditure  has  been  ocm- 
sidered  as  final.  As  I  said,  I  desire  to 
earmark  a  portion  of  the  revenue  for 
special  defence  and  other  w<vks;  and  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  legal  to  do  this  with- 
otft  further  legislation.  The  Amended 
Audit  Act  of  1906,  for  instance,  gives 
the  Treasurer  power  under  section  13  to 
create  a  harbor  and  coastal  defences  trust 
fund,  and  to  pay  into  such  fund  any 
money  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  the 
account.  It  is  not  intended,  how- 
ever, to  rely  upon  the  authority  con- 
tained in  the  Audit  Act,  as  there  is  sOTne 
doubt  whether  a  transfer  to  the  trust  fund 
might,  after  all,  be  held  not  to  be  expen- 
diture within  ^e  meaning  of  sectim  89 
of  the  Constitutioi ;  and  that  is  why  I 
am  introducing  this  BilV  Honorable  mem- 
bere  know  that  this  is  the  section  which, 
tip  to  the  present  time,  has  regulated  the 
brxjkkeeping  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  I  should  like 
the-  Treasurer  to  explain  how  far  he  is 
modifying  our  powers  relating  to  the  book- 
keeping. It  may  be  clear  to  the  Minister, 
but  it  is  not  clear  to  us. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  will  permit  me  to  proceed,  I 
shall  give  any  information  he  desires  at 
the  conclusion  of  my  remarks.  Section  89 
of  the  Constitution  directs  that  the  Com- 
monwealth shall  credit  to  each  State  the 
revenue  rollected  therein  by  the  CcmuKHi- 
wealth,  and  shall  debit  to  each  State : 
(a)  the  expenditure  therein  incurred  solely 
for  the  maintenance  or  continuance,  as  at 
the  time  of  transfer,  of  any  Department 
transferred  from  the  State  to  the  Com- 
monwealth; and  (b)  the  prc^xvtitm  of  the 
State,  aooording)>gfiQe(il«iC»@i(&g[a>f  the 
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pef^le,  in  the  othei*  expenditure  of  the 
Ccxnmonwealth. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  is 
leaving  the  accountancy  side  of  the  book- 
keeping al(Hie. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  except  so 
far  as  concerns  the  trust  funds.  The  bal- 
ance is  directed  to  be  paid  over  monthly 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  the  point, 
and  the  <xily  point. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVNE.— Probably  it  is 
the  great  point. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thousw. — And  there  is 
an  endeavour  to  interpret  "  new  revenue." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Probably,  but 
the  interpretation  of  "expenditure"  is  the 
more  importacnt. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  have  to  find 
the  interpretation  of  "expenditure,"  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Bill,  in  the  Bill  itself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  but  not 
the  interpretation  of  the  words  in  the  Ccm- 
stitution.  So  long  as  this  section  stands, 
there  is  a  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  credit- 
ing any  amount  to  a  trust  fund  in  the  man- 
ner desired.  That  is  not  my  opinioi,  but 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  I  have  oxi- 
sulted.  The  words  "  debit  to  each  Stater 
the  expenditure  therein "  might  possibly 
be  held  not  to  include  payments  to  a  trust 
fund  with  a  view  to  further  expenditure. 
It  has  been  thought  wise,  therefore,  to  ask 
Parliament  to  exercise  the  powers  which  it 
undoubtedly  possesses,  under  secticm  94  of 
the  Constitution,  to  virtually  repeal  sec- 
tions 89  and  93,  and  to  provide  a  new 
basis  for  distributing  its  surplus  revenue. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — We  cannot  repeal 
an  English  Act. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  cannot 
actually  repeal,  and,  therefore,  I  use  the 
word  "  virtually."  The  Constitution  gives 
us  power  to.  alter  these  sections.  The 
present  Bill  will  effect  the  object  I  have 
indicated.  It  directs  that  from  a  date  to 
be  fixed  by  proclamation  new  bookkeep- 
ing provisions  are  to  be  followed  bv  the 
Treasury  instead  of  the  old  provisions 
enacted  by  sections  89  and  93  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — A  new  system  of 
bookkeeping. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  New  book- 
keeping. I  know  the  Treasury  officials 
are  not  anxious  about  it,  but  if  we  wish  to 
do  what  we  conceive  to  be  right  for  the 
country,  this  must  be  done. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  do  the  States 
Treasurers  think  of  the  proposal? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Well,  I  can 
guess. 

Mr.  DiKiALD  Thomson. — ^The  Minister 
does  not  ^Hxtpose  to  alter  the  bookkee^nng 

provisicms  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Only  so  far  as 
the  trust  funds  are  concerned;  I  am  not 
dealing  with  the  distribution  on  a  per 
capita  basis  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Has  the  Treasurer 
any  figures  showing  how  this  Bill  will 
affect  the  different  States? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not, 
but  I  shall  obtain  them  before  the  discus- 
sion is  closed.  I  think  I  may  say  that  it 
practically  means  that  the  State  will  have 
\-ery  Kttle  raeyre  returned  than  the  three- 
fourths. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  They  will  have  »o 
more? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  They  will 
have  very  little  more.  The  most  impcMt- 
ant  of  the  new  provisions  will  be  found  in 
clause  4,  sub-clause  d.  The  word  "ex- 
penditure," which  this  Bill  declares  shall 
include  payments  to  trust  accounts,  does 
not  refer  to  the  word  recurring  in  section 
89  of  the  Constitution — a  section,  as  I 
have  explained,  that  it  is  desired  virtualW 
to  repeal — but  to  the  word  "  expenditure  " 
contained  in  the  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  says  that? 
It  is  dnly  an  opinion,  and  I  say  the  con- 
trary. 

Sir  WIIXIAM  LYNE.  —  When  the 
Treasurer  is  now  directed  by  Parliament 
to  debit  certain  expenditure  to  the  States, 
he  is  told  that  this  expenditure  mav  in- 
clude payments  to  trust  funds  established 
Mnder  the  Audit  Act.  The  immediate  ef- 
fect of  the  exercise  bv  Parliament  of  the 
powers  conferred  on  it  bv  section  94  of 
the  Constitution  will  be  that  without  any 
doubt  a  considerable  sum  may  be  paid  into 
a  trust  fund  fcH*  future  expenditure,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  handed  over  to 
the  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  is  there 
power  to  make  trust  funds  at  all? 

Mi.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Section  8t  of  the 
Constitution  gives  that  power. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— There  is  power 
under  the  Constitution  :  I  think  under  sec- 
tion 81,  as  the  honOTable  member  fcx-  Flin- 
ders points  out.  Foe  a  period  of  fi\'e  years 
we  cniild  not  do  it.  but  that  term  has 
passed.  We  can  do  it  now  under  the  sec- 
tion indicated. 

Mr.  Johnson. — This  will  really,  be  a 
suspense  account.  DigitizedbydoOglc 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  a  sus- 
pense account  for  works  aAliorized  by 
ihk  Parliament.  I  also  want  honor- 
able members  to  taJce  notice  of  the  fact 
that  the  States  will  this  year  get  at  least 
^^750,000  more  than  was  antidpated 
vould  be  returned  to  them.  That  is 
mainly  owing  to  the  increase  of  revenue 
from  Customs  and  Excise.  There  will  be 
an  increase  of  ;^i,ooo,ooo,  three-fourths 
of  which  the  States  will  get.  So  that  they 
will  be  in  a  very  good  position  indeed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  Treasurer  led  them 
to  believe  that  thev  would  get  more. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Xo,  I  did  not. 
I  calculated,  in  the  Budget,  that  the  States 
would  have  returned  to  them  ^103,000 
more  than  their  three- fourths  after  the 
GHnroonwealth  had  taken  its  one-fourth. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — In  addition  to  the 
i;75o,ooo? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  £103,000 
above  the  three-fourths  to  which  they  are 
entitled.  I  think  the  estimated  increase 
of  revenue  was  £870,000.  Now,  how- 
CTier.  it  appears  that  the  increase  will  be 
£1,000,000  more,  of  which  they  will  get 
£750,000.  So  that  they  are  really  placed 
in  a  splendid  financial  position. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Will  the  Minister  make 
the  matter  a  little  plainer  ?     Does  he  mean 
that  under  his  proposed  scheme  the  States 
6^  £75o»ooo  over  and  above  their 
three- fourths? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  The 
£750.000  is  an  amount  addit£onal  to  that 
which  the>-  would  have  received  if  my  es- 
timate had  not  been  exceeded.  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  a  very  ccmsiderable  sum  will 
in  any  case  be  paid  this  year  to  the  States 
Treasurers,  the  Cwnmonwealth  is  perfectly 
justified,  as  long  as  it  obeys  section  87  of 
ttw  C(Histitution — the  Braddcm  section — in 
retaining  the  amount  which  it  requires  for 
purposes  to  which  it  is  ccMumitted.  Now, 
ar,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  vords  in  regard 
to  one  or  two  other  matters  which  are  dealt 
with  under  this  Bill.  In  framing  the 
daoses  which  are  to  supersede  the  sec- 
tions of  the  ConstituticHi  which  direct  the 
botdc-keeping  of  the  Treasury,  the  oppor- 
tunity has  been  taken  to  give  certain  specific 
directi(Mi5  not  given  by  the  Constitution. 
For  instance,  the  Constitution  does  not  pro- 
vide for  the  crediting  of  any  revenue  on  a 
p(^latton  basis.  Section  89  directs  that 
the  Comm<mwealth  shall  credit  to  each 
State  the  revenues  collected  therein  by  the 
Conononwealth.  It  does  not  provide  for 
die  crediting  of  revenue  received  outside 


the  Commonwealth,  as,  for  instance,  inte- 
rest on  moneys  in  London.  Nor  does  it 
provide  that  such  items  as  "  forfeited 
deposits  on  contracts  for  new  works, ' ' 
and  "  part  cosft  of  erectim  of  telegraph 
and  telepiione  lines,"  shall  be  credited, 
as  is  manifestly  fair,  on  a  populaticm  basis. 
In  the  matter  of  the  erectim  of  telepfatme 
and  telegraph  lines,  for  example,  the  case 
is  this:  Some  private  individuals  very 
often  pay  to  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
pa  i*tn:ent  an  amount  of  money  to  defray 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of  a 
line  which  they  are  anxious  to  obtain. 
That  money  go--s  into  the  Cwisolidated 
Revenue,  and  dc«s  not  belong  to  any  par- 
ticular Stske. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.  —  The  Treasury 
must  pay  it  to  some  State.  What  do  they 
do  with  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  have— pro- 
bably without  absolute  legal  authority — re- 
turned it  to  the  States  per  capita.  The 
money  goes  into  the  general  revenue,  and 
is  distributed  on  a  population  basis.  The 
Treasurer  has  in  the  past  taken  the  respon- 
sibility of  so  crediting  such  amounts ;  but 
as  the  opportunity  now  arises  to  legalize 
this  practice,  advantage  is  taken  of  it  in 
th is  Bill.  In  cert ai n  exceptional  cases 
also  expenditure  in  a  State  has  not  been 
debited  to  the  State  as  directed  in  the  Con- 
stitution. For  instance,  an  arrangement 
was  made,  in  which  the  States  of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  concurred,  that 
the  expen<Jiture  on  the  border  Customs 
Houses  should  be  equally  divided  between 
the  two  States  instead  of  the  State  on 
whose  side  of  th^  river  a  particular  staticm 
happened  to  be  being  debited  with  the  ex- 
penditure. Technically,  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  legal.  Therefore,  I  am  pro- 
posing to  make  it  legal  under  this  Bill.  It 
is  the  proper  thing  to  do.  Section  89  of 
the  Constitution  directs  the  Treasurer  to 
debit  to  a  State  the  expenditure  "  there- 
in." To  meet  the  difficulty  I  have  ex- 
plained, and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  as 
they  occur,  the  word  "therein"  has  been 
omitted  from  clause  4  of  this  Bill.  In 
the  c^jservations  which  I  have  made.  I 
have  explained  the  technical  features  of 
the  measure.  In  doing  so,  I  have  tried  to 
be  brief,  and  to  the  pcnnt. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — If  the  interpreta- 
tbn  were  given  by  the  High  Court,  it 
would  be  of  more  value. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE>— But  tlw  honor- 
able member  knc^'AM  SveQ&^g*^  an 
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interpretation  by  the  High  -Court  unless 
some  perscm  takes  a  case  there. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.  —  The  Treasurer 
is  pro|x>sing  to  repeal  obtain  sections  of  the 

Constitution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Bill  does 
propose  to  legalize  some  things  which  the 
Treasury  has  done. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^The  Government 
have  no  power  to  alter  the  Constitution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  tried  to 
explain  the  Bill — and  think  I  have  suc- 
ceeded— in  such  a  way  that  it  may  be  im- 
derstood  by  any  lay  mind.  It  is  an  im- 
portant Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  that  will  no 
doubt  be  criticized  very  acutely — and  pro- 
bably very  adversely— by  some  of  the 
States  Treasurers. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — By  all  of  th«n. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  not  be 
criticised  adversely  by  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  at  all  evaits,  and  I  think  the 
matter  appeals  to  the  Commonwealth  more 
than  to  any  other  party.  The  States 
Treasurers  ought  to  consider  that  they 
hare  received  in  the  past  the  immense 
sums  of  money  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  that  they  are  going  to  recdve,  at  all 
ei'ents  this  year,  another  very  large  sum  of 
mone-^  if  the  actual  three-fourths  of  last 
year  is  taken  as  a  basis. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — About  400,000 
additional  this  year,  if  the  Treasurer's  es- 
timate be  right. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  so;  I 
think  it  comes  to  about  that  amount — that 
is.  having  regard  to  the  estimate  which  I 
made  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  actual 
returns  that  are  coming  -in  from  Custcnns 
and  Excise.  Admitting  that  the  honor- 
able member's  estimate  of  j^i  ,400,000  is 
correct,  I  think  that  the  States  Treasurers 
should  not  grumble  in  view  of  the  very 
large  sum  of  mone}-  that  is  being  returned 
to  them. 

Mr.  WiLKS.  —  It  is  their  money,  al- 
though it  is  a  large  sum. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  will  be  their 
money  when  they  receive  it.  What  I  de- 
sire to  impress  upon  the  House  and  upon 
this  Parliament  is,  that  the  works  which 
the  Commonwealth  has  to  do,  and  the 
works  that  are  ahead  of  us  before  1910 — 
that  is.  before  we  can  make  any  adjustment 
with  the  States  at  that  period — are  of  such 
a  character  that  they  require  the  Treasurer 
and  Parliament  to  see  that  we  have  the 
money  to  carry  them  out.  They  are  works 
which  Are  of  a  necessary  character. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Is  the  Treasurer 
oontemplating  any  especially  large  expen- 
diture within  the  next  two  years? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— I  do  not  know 
that  there  will  be  any  large  expenditure 
except  this — that  the  expenditure  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  has 
sprung  up  to  such  an  extent  this  year  that 
it  really  frightens  me ;  and  I  am  not  easily 
frightened  in  regard  to  fimmdal  matters. 
If  what  the  Department  requires  for  liext 
year — and  probably  it  is  right  in  requir- 
ing it  in  the  interests  of  the  jHiblic— is 
voted,  the  expenditure  will  certainly  be 
ver>'  large  indeed.  I  have  to  find  this 
money,  and  I  have  to  look  ahead  to  see 
what  we  are  to  do  to  provide  it.  Already 
I  have  been  asked  to  find  extra  money  to 
be  expended,  not  this  year,  but  next  year, 
cm  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
alone,  amounting  to  jQyxi,ooo. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.— The  Department 
ought  to  be  put  in  commission. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  am  not 
speaking  about  what  ought  to  be  done,  nor 
am  I  complaining.  But  I  was  attacked 
to-day  by  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
in  regard  to  finding  money  for  works  for 
Post  Office  purposes.  The  fact  is  that  the 
demands  have  been  so  heavy  during  the 
past  year  that  I  cannot  find  the  money 
until  Parliament  votes  it. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — ^The  Treasurer 
has  set  down  a  great  deal  more  on  the  Es- 
timates for  post  and  telegraph  purposes 
this  year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  have 
only  been  enabled  to  do  that  because  of  the 
expansion  of  the  revenue  frcMU  Cuskhhs 
and  Excise. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— Through  the  taxa- 
tion of  the  people. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  money 
were  not  raised  in  that  way,  it  would  hare 
to  be  raised  in  some  other ;  and  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  whether  he  would  like 
it  to  be  raised  by  means  of  direct  taxation  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Direct  is  always 
better  than  indirect  taxation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  Tariff  had  not  been  made 
as  high  as  it  is — and  it  is  not  half  Idf^ 
enough  yet;  it  is  lower  than  any  other 
piDtectitmist  Tariff  in  the  world — we 
should  have  been  in  difficulties  in  carrying 
out  works  that  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  say  must  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— So  ^ar  as  the  Trea- 
surer's experienc^|j|ie£;;i^^$4®  been 
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any  difficulty  in  meeting  tbe  ordinary  ex- 
penditure monthly  out  of  the  month's  one- 
fourth  of  the  levenoe? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— 4  believe  there 
has  been  some  difficult}-  on  one  or  two  oc- 
caaons,  but  not  ance  I  have  been  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury.  I  believe  that  on 
one  or  two  occa^ons  arrangements  had  to 
be  inade  that  woe  not,  pertiaps,  of  an  al- 
together legal  character.  But  the  position 
is  that  on  the  31st  of  the  month  the  Trea- 
sury is  depleted.  Suppose  a  demand  is 
coming  in  on  tbe  2nd  or  3rd  of  the 
next  month.  The  Treasurer  has  no  money 
to  Djeet  it.  He  has  to  wait  until  the  money 
required  comes  in  from  the  ordinary  sources 
of  revenue.  I  say  that  that  is  not  a  proper 
position  in  which  to  place  the  CommOT- 
weaith  Treasurer.  I  desire  to  say,  in  con- 
cltnoa,  that  I  shall  give  further  details 
by-and-bv.  To  meet  demands  over  and 
above  the  money  voted  by  Parliament  to 
carry  out  works  required— and  properly 
required — by  one  or  two  Deputments,  I 
have  had  practically  to  exhaust  the  Trea- 
surer's advance,  until  I  could  get  it  re- 
couped by  the  passing  of  a  Supply  Bill. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Treasurer  al- 
ways has  to  do  that  until  he  gets  his  Es- 
timates through. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  like 
to  do  it.  In  my  opinion,  a  certain  sum 
(rf  uKMicy  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  re- 
serve in  case  a  serious  demand  upon  the 
Treasury  suddenly  arises.  At  present,  if 
tbe  Treasurer  were  put  in  that  position, 
be  would  have  to  resort  to  a  system  of 
financing  that  I  think  the  Commcmwealth 
oi^t  not  to  be  expected  to  be  cnnpeUed 
to  resort  to. 

Jlr.  WiLXS. — The  Treasurer  means  that 
he  would  have  to  go  and  consult  his 
"  uncle"? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  been 
aUe  to  carry  on  without  having  to  do  that, 
and  do  not  think  that  I  shall  have  to  do 
it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  objection  is  th«e  to 
the  House  cwisidering  this  Bill  after  the 
Premiers'  Confererce,  in  order  that  the 
Prenuers  may  have  an  opportunity  of  of- 
fering suggestions? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE —I  think  that 
we  ought  to  know  our  own  minds.  This 
is  one  of  the  things  which  the  Conmon- 
wealth  Parliament  has  to  deal  with.  My 
eqierience  of  Conferences  has  been  such 
that  I  never  expect  very  much  to  come  out 
of  them.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk ; 
but,  as  far  as  I  am  conoemed,  if  the 


Cabinet  agrees  with  me,  I  shall  go  right 
on  in  the  way  I  have  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  Treasurer 
can,  without  derogating  from  the  rights  of 
this  House  at  all,  hear  what  tbe  Premiers' 
Conference  has  to  say. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  thihk 
that  we  should  delay  matters.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  the  debate  will  ta^. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  Treasurer 
goes  to  the  Conference  in  the  mood  which 
he  has  just  expressed,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  much  will  come  out  of  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  say- 
ing or  thinking  anything  detrimental  to 
the  States  Premiers.  But  we  should  make 
up  our  minds  in  regard  to  a  question  such 
as  this,  in  which  we  are  so  vitally  inter- 
ested. The  Premiers*  Conference  will 
have  large  questions  to  deal  with  in  the 
proposals  for  the  transfer  of  the  States 
debts,  without  waiting  for  this  matt«r, 
which  is  small,  in  OMUparison.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  each  month  we  have 
to  pay  to  the  States  money  which,  if  the 
Bill  were  passed,  we  could  keep  in  reserve 
to  meet  the  appropriations  of  the  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — While  the  Parliament 
hesitates,  the  Premiers  of  the  States  will 
continue  to  do  the  same. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  of  the 
same  opinion.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  wait  unduly.  If  the  matter  can  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Conference,  well  and 
good ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
delay  merely  that  the  Piemiers  may  pick 
holes  in  the  measure.  Several  Treasurers 
have  already  objected  to  the  proposals. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  think  that  the 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales  merely  asked 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  let 
the  views  oi  his  Goveriunent  be  known  be- 
fore the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  WILUAM  LYNE.— I  have  lead, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  that  some  of 
the  Treasurers  of  the  States  object  to  the 
proposal  altogether. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Western  Australia  would 
not  join  in  the  last  Conference  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  PoyNTON. — How  does  the  Treasurer 
propose  to  cranpensale  the  States  for  tbe 
buildings  and  other  public  works  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commonwealth? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  does  not 
arise  in  this  oxumicm;  the  matter  can  be 
discussed  when  we  are  considering  the 
transfer  of  tbe  Staies  #ebte^and  other 
financial  anaogefiiMs^  ^vOf*^&d§^*^  there 
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is  roran  for  difference  of  opinicm  on  the 
subject.  It  might,  for  instance,  be  pro- 
posed that  all  sums  paid  to  the  States  in 
excess  of  three-fourths  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  should  go  to  reduce  the 
amount  to  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth 
after  an  apprais^ent  had  been  agreed 
upon.  But  in  doing  that  we  should  be 
curtailing  our  powers  in  regard  to  the 
carrying  out  of  absolutely  necessary  works. 
I  do  not  think  that  we  should  do  that,  or 
that  we  should  wait  any  longer  befrae 
making  a  definite  arrangement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  can  carry  out 
necessary  public  works. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Bill  is  not 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  do  that. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  can  spend  one- 
fourth  of  the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  trouble  is 
that  we  cannot  spend  fast  enough  the 
money  voted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Minister's 
speech  is  the  clearest  evidence  that  we  do 
not  need  the  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Under  the  pre- 
sent system  votes  must  lapse. 

Mr.  Page. — Whose  fault  is  that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  due  to  a 
fault  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  the  fault  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  not  spending  the  mcmey  voted 
h\'  Parliament 

'  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  In  many 
cases,  even  when  contracts  have  been  called 
for,  the  financial  year  expires  before  the 
money  voted  by  ParlCament  can  be  spent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  have  re-votes  ! 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  improper 
to  swell  the  Estimates  with  i»roposals  for 
re- votes. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallev. — The  present 
system  tends  to  make  State  members 
popular  and  Comm«iweaIth  monbers  un- 
popular. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  think  that 
the  Government  has  taken  a  proper  course, 
and  I  hope  that  honorable  members  will 
finish  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  as 
earlv  as  possible. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4.31]. 
— I  listened  carefully  to  the  Treasurer's 
speech,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to 
subscribe  to  his  proposals.  My  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  is  not  dictated  by  any 
hostility  to  the  Government,  but  is  due 
to  my  firm  conviction  that  the  mea- 
sure 1$  unnecessary,  and  oceeds  our  con- 
stitutional powers.    It  is  Ae  duty  of  this 


House,  not  only  to  saf^fuard  and  defend 
the  interests  of  the  Ccmunonwealth,  but 
also  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  States. 

Mr,  DuGALD  Thouson. — ^The  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  people  of 
the  States  are  one. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yes,  and  I 
think  that  we  should  be,  if  anything,  even 
more  careful  in  seeing  that  no  injustice  is 
done  to  the  States  than  in  trying  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  Commcnwealth . 
The  Bill  is  a  tedbnical  measure,  andf  no 
doubt,  repressions  of  opinion  by  htxiorable 
members  learned  in  the  law  will  carry- 
more  weight  than  those  of  non-legal  mem- 
bers. I  make  the  pronouncement  that 
this  Bill  will  not  be  allowed  to  have  eflFect 
until  the  High  Court  has  given  a  decision 
upon  it.  I  look  upon  the  Bill  as  uniieces- 
sary  and  mischievous.  Seven  and  a  half  of 
the  ten  years  during  which  the  Braddon 
provision  of  the  Constitution  may  not  be 
altered  have  already  elapsed,  and  as  cmly 
two  and  a  half  years  remain,  it  is  strange 
that,  with  an  increasing  revenue,  the  Trea- 
surer should  complain  that  he  cannot  do 
this  or  that  for  want  of  mon^.  Why  was 
it  that  ;^8oo,ooo  was  returned  to  the  States 
last  year  over  and -above  three-fourths  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue,  if  we 
were  short  of  money  to  carry  on  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Commonwealth  ?  Why 
were  not  the  works  for  which  the  money 
WHS  voted  carried  out?  Why  are  public 
works  frequently  not  commenced  until 
nearly  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  so  that 
the  money  voted  by  Parliament  cannot  be 
spent?  The  reason  is  that  the  Public 
Works  Department  makes  insufiidait  pre- 
paraticHi  in  advance,  and,  I  believe,  often 
waits  until  money  is  voted  before  doing  so. 
Consequently  vo'es  lapse,  and  mwiey  has 
to  be  re-voted.  I  pass  by  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  dealing  with  new  revenue, 
which  amounts  to  only  ;^i2,ooo  a  year 
altogether,  although  half  the  provisions  of 
the  measure  are  ccMicemed  with  its  distri- 
butKMi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  not  much 
objection  to  those  clauses. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No;  but  the 
Bill  is  not  necessary  for  those  pur- 
poses. Its  real  object  is  the  attempt 
made  in  paragraph  d  of  sub-clause  4  of  ■ 
clause  4  to  interiM-et  section  87  of  the 
Constitution.  We  know  that  Parliament 
has  no  power  to  amend  or  interpret  the 
Ccmstitution.  It  might.f  d£^caufi&  de- 
clare that  a  provHif'^df^P^^i^ution 
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has  a  certain  meaning,  but  that  declaration 
would  have  no  effect  in  determining  the 
meaning,  which  can  be  authoritatively 
settled  only  by  a  decision  of  the  High 
Court.  An  Order-in- Council,  ot  a  Minis- 
ter's directicm,  is  as  effective  as  an  Act  of 
the  Parliament  f<x  the  interpretation  of 
any  proWsiMi  of  the  Constitution.  There- 
ioKj  I  think  we  are  being  asked  to  exceed 
our  powers.  At  a  time  when  we  are  all 
desixYNu  to  promote  friendship  and  a  feel- 
ing of  cammoir  interest  between  the  States 
and  the  CommcHiwealth,  there  is  brought  in 
a  Bill  to  talce  from  the  States  money  to 
which  they  are  entitled,  ifl  the  Ccwimon- 
v.-ealth  does  not  spend  the  whole  of  its 
one  fourth  of  the  Customs  and  Excise  re- 
%-enue.  The  provision  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, as  setting  forth  the  main  object  of 
the  Bill,  practically  enacts  that  appropria- 
tion of  moneys  by  Parliament  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  expenditure  under  section 
87  of  the  Constitution.  The  Treasurer 
admitted  that  that  is  practically  the 
whole  aim  of  the  Bill ;  that  everything  else 
is  merely  "leather  and  prunella."  The 
Bill  is  obviously  intended  to  have  effect 
only  until  the  end  of  1910. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  may  be  in  force 
longer. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  have  been 
informed  that  new  proposals  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted in  a  few  weeks— perhaps  in  a  few 
(lavs — for  settling  the  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  States  and  the  Commcmwealth 
for  all  time. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Not  for  so  Icmg  as  that. 

Sir  JOHN  iFORREST.— The  Prime 
Minister  said  "finslly."  Therefore,  the 
Bill,  if  passed,  will  be  in  force  only 
until  the  end  of  1910,  when  sec- 
tion 87 ,  or  the  Braddon  provision 
of  the  Constituticm,  as  it  has  been  called, 
can  be  amended.  Let  us  examine  that  pro- 
vision. It  prohibits  the  CfMnmonwealth 
frcpm  spending  more  than  CMie-fourth  of  the 
net  re\enue  from  Customs  and  Excise. 
The  wordir^  of  the  section  is  very  impor- 
tant, since  it  clearly  shows  what  was  the 
intention  of  those  who  framed  it.  It  does 
not  provide  that  the  States  are  to  receive 
only  three-fourths  of  tihe  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise revenue;  it  really  implies  that  they 
rfiall  receive  more,  because  the  words  "  not 
oxve  than  <xie-fourth"  are  used.  Then, 
again,  it  !^ould  be  noted  thatt  the  section 
(£es  not  provide  that  not  more  than  that 
proportion  shall  be  applied  towards  the 
"appropriations"  of  the  Cranmonwealth. 
Under  this  Bill,  however,  it  is  proposed  to 


interpret  the  words  "  its  expenditure " 
which  appear  in  section  87  as  meaning  "  ap- 
propriations by  Parliament ' '  whether  those 
appropriations  be  expended  or  not.  What 
was  the  intention  of  the  Convention  in  re- 
gard to  what  should  be  the  financial 
arrangements  between  the  CommcHi- 
wealth  and  the  States  for  the  first 
ten  years  of  the  Federation?  I  pro- 
pose now  to  deal  only  with  the  ten  years 
period,  since  at;  the  end  of  1910  the  system 
fcff  which  the  Braddon  section  provides 
may  be  replaced  by  another.  What  was  to 
be  done  with  the  revenue  obtained  from 
duties  of  Customs  and  Excise  for  the  first 
ten  years  and  thereafter  until  ParKament 
otherwise  provided?  In  the  first  place 
it  was  declared  that  the  bookkeeping  sys- 
tem should  be  adopted  for  the  first  five 
)ears  period  and  thereafter  until  Parlia- 
ment otherwise  provided — tha't  the  Com- 
monwealth should  credit  re\'enue  and  debit 
expenditure  and  pay  the  balances  to  the 
several  States  as  provided  by  section  93. 
After  five  years,  if  Parliament  desires, 
under  section  87,  -die  Commonwealth  was 
to  pay  to  the  States  three-fotu-ths  of  the 
Cus-oms  and  Excise  revenue  on  such  basis 
as  it  deemed  fair,  and  also  under  section 
94  all  surplus  revenue,  or,  in  other  words, 
all  mtMieys  not  applied  towards  its  ex- 
pentfiture  out  of  the  one-fourth  of  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  revenue  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Section  94  means 
a  great  deal  more  than  that.    It  means  all 

surpluses  from  any  source  of  taxation. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST. —  I  am  not 
dealing  with  that  matter,  and  there  may 
be  some  room  for  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  point.  Until  1910  we  are  to 
hand  over  to  the  States  three-fourths  of 
the  CustOTis  and  Excise  revenue  and  all 
surplus  revenue,  or,  in  other  words,  all 
moneys  not  applied  towards  the  Federal 
expenditure  out  of  the  one-fourth  to  which 
the  Cwnmcmwealth  is  entitled.  The  Com- 
monwealth is  to  make  these  payments  un- 
der section  94  on  such  a  basis  as  the  Par- 
liament deems  fair.  This  becomes  neces- 
sary when  we  do  away  with  the  book- 
keeping system,  for  then  we  shall  have 
nothing  to  guide  us  in  regulating  the  pay- 
ments, and  a  svstem  of  distribution  w'M 
have  to  be  adopted  by  the  Parliament. 
tt  is  perfectly  clear  tha't  under  section  87 
the  Commonwealth,  up  to  the  end  of  1910, 
can  expend  rach  year  the  whole  of  the 
one-fourth  of  Customs  a«f£xc|Mje 
that  it  is  entitl^3'*?f^^P^g^^ 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Does  the  right 
honorable  member  mean  that  it  can  expend 
the  whole  of  its  one-fourth  only  in  the 
year  in  which  such  revenue  is  collecied  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  the  Consti- 
tution the  word  '*  annually  "  is  used. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Constitution 
provides  that  the  mcmey  may  be  applied 
annually.  An  appropriatiwi  is  an  annual 
appropriation. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  hold  that 
the  Commonwealth  cannot  expend  more 
than  one-fourth  of  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue,  and  that  if  in  any  one  year 
it  does  not  spend  the  whole  of  that 
one-fourth,  then  under  section  87  it  must 
pay  the  balance  to  the  States  or  apply  it 
to  the  paymrat  of  interest  on  the  debts  of 
the  States.  Is  it  reasonable  to  assume  that 
the  words  **  its  expenditure  "  appearing  in 
section  87— that!  is  to  say,  the  annual  ex- 
penditure of  the  CtHumonwealth — means 
"  annual  appropriation,"  and  not  a  penny 
of  the  appropriation  spent.  If  that  were 
the  true  interpretation  to  be  placed  upon 
the  words,  all  that  we  should  have  to  do 
would  be  to  appropriate  each  year  large 
amounts,  place  these  large  sums  in  reserve, 
and  thereby  reduce  the  balance  re- 
turned to  the  States.  We  might  pass 
a  measure  providing  for  a  large  expendi- 
ture— as  we  have  done  recently — and  hs 
told  that  we  could  not  expend  much  of  it 
during  the  current  financial  year,  and  be 
able  to  withhold  from  the  States  the 
amount  so  appropriated.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  is  the  intention  of  section  87.  I 
cannot  place  On  the  plain  English  of  the 
section  any  interpretation  other  than  that 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  about  other 
moneys,  apart  from  the  revenue  received 
from  Customs  and  Excise  duties? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— My  conten- 
tions are  as  to  the  meaning  of  secticm  87, 
though,  of  course,  the  larger  the  amount 
received  from  other  sources,  the  less 
the  CiMnmonwealth  will  expend  out 
of  its  one-fourth  of  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue,  and  the  more  it  will  have  to  re- 
turn to  the  States  out  of  that  one- 
fourth.  That  is  the  practice  which  has 
been  followed  for  the  last  seven  years,  and 
it  might  fairly  have  been  alloAved  to  run 
its  course.  The  Treasurer  has  not  shown 
any  reason  for  this  proposed  change.  He 
has  not  shown  any  shortness  of  funds. 

Sir  WiLUAH  LvNE. — There  will  be  a 
large  increase  of  expenditure. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— At  the  end  of 
the  year   the  Treasurer  will  find  that  he 
has  a  vastly  greater  revenue  than  he  antir 
cipated ;  tliat  his  expenditure  has  not  been 
more  than  was  estimated ;  and  that  he  has 
in  hand  a  very  large  sum  which,  in  my 
opinion,  under  section  87  of  the  Constitu- 
ti(»i.  ought  to  be  returned  to  die  States.  If 
this    Bill    is    within   our    powCTS,  this 
money  will  be  paid  into  a  Trust  Fund — a 
procedure  for  which  I  contend  there  is  no 
authority.    It  may  be  ancient  history,  but 
I  should  like  honorable  members  to  recall 
the  drcumstanoes  under  whidi  section  87 
was  passed.    It  will  be  remembered  that, 
as  the  Oxistitution  left  the  Convention,  it 
was  intended  that  that  clause  should  be 
perpetual,  but,  at  the  Conference  of  Pre- 
miers held  in  Melbourne  in  1899,  the  ten 
years'  limitation    was   inserted.  Whilst 
they  made  that  alteration,  however,  the 
Premiers  allowed  clause  94  to  remain  as 
passed  by  the  Convention.    The  Attorney- 
General  will  doubtless  say  that  we  have  in 
this  case  another  illustration  of  the  dan- 
ger of  making  an  amendment  in  a  clause 
without  COTsidering  its   effect   upon  the 
whole  Bill.      Secticm  94  was  intoided  to 
apply  to  section  87  as  passed  by  the  Ccm- 
vention,  but  that  secticm  has  now  to  serve 
1  purpose  altogether  different,  I  think,  and 
much  wider  than  that  which  was  in  the 
mind  of  the  Convention.    The  Convention 
did  not  intend  section  94  to  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  it  was  intended  to 
deal  only  with  the  one-fourth  of  CustcMns 
and  Excise  revenue  retained  by  the  Con- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Groom. — We  have  to  read  the  Con- 
stituti(xi  as  it  stands. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  conse- 
quence of  the  amendment  made  in  section 
87  by  the  Conference  of  Premiers,  it  does 
not  serve  the  duty  that  it  was  intended  to 
serve. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  have  to  read 
the  Constitution  as  it  stands. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Quite  so;  but. 
in  the  High  Court,  a  few  days  since,  I 
heard  the  Chief  Justice  declare  that  the 
Court  would  alwavs  give  full  consideration 
to  the  intention  o^  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stituticm. 

Mr.  W,  H.  Irvine. — As  shown  in  the 
Constitution. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No  doubt. 
The  Chief  Justice,  however,  stated  that  the 
intention  ox  its  framers  ^'^pnld  alw^s  be 
considered  by  the  ClQj(a«^  by|.f^^}g|gt,  at 
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(he  Coaference  of  Praniers  in  1899,  sec- 
tioo  87,  whid),  as  it  ]eft  the  Convoition, 
was  intended  to  exist  in  perpetuity,  was 
limited  to  a  period  of  ten  years. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  was  a  naember 
of  the  Coav&axxi,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
was  the  intentioa  that  that  provision  should 
moain  in  perpetuity. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  Attomey- 
Geoeral  will  tell  the  Treasurer  that  it  was 
so.  In  interpreting  section  94,  we  should 
not  omit  to  bear  in  mind  its  histcxy,  and 
what  it  was  intended  to  mean  as  it  left 
the  Convention. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Iktine. — That  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous principle  of  cmstruction. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  putting 
the  actual  facts  before  the  House. 
Nothing  will  be  settled  in  regard  to  the 
meaning  of  section  94  until  the  High  Court 
has  had  to  deal  with  it ;  and  it  is  more 
ditficult  to  construe  now  than  it  would  have 
been  had  section  87  been  placed  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  left  the  Convention.  As  I  said 
just  now,  I  believe  that  the  words  "surplus 
revenue,"  when  interpreted  bv  the  High 
Court,  may  have  an  entirely  different  mean- 
ing from  that  which  the  Conventicm  in- 
tended. In  my  opinion  the  words  ^Ye^e 
intended  by  the  Convention  to  apply  to  the 
unexpended  balance  of  the  one-fourth, 
which  was  the  maximum  the  Ccmmonwealth 
could  spend.  I  wish  to  make  it  quite  clear, 
as  I  have  said  once  or  twice  before,  that 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Commonwealth  to  spend 
the  whole  of  the  one-fourth  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  revenue.  But  I  say  most 
certainly  that  "apprt^riation"  cannot  be 
deemed  to  be  "  expenditure  "  as  proposed 
in  this  Bill.  One  would  think  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  labour  the  point,  because  the 
idea  that  under  section  87  of  the  Constitu- 
tion appropriation  should  be  deemed  to 
mean  expenditure  is  one  tiiat  ought  to  be 
flouted  by  every  reasCTiable  person. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — "  Applied  "  annually 
means  to  expend  aimually. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — The  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  when  in  crffice  has 
paid  money  on  an  apprc^riaticxi  in  many 
cases. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— When? 

Sir  William  Lynb. — I  mean  all  that 
London  money. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  was  a 
«D(e  for  that  expenditure. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Ltne. — I  know ;  but  it  was 
expended  00  an  appropriation. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— It  was  the  sys- 
tem which  Sir  George  Turner  instituted  of 
sending  the  money  Home  ready  to  be  paid, 
and,  in  any  case,  my  following  that  prac- 
tice has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Bill. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  think  the  Bill 
affects  the  practice. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— We  are  not 
dealing  now  with  what  we  should  like  to 
do,  or  what  would  be  convenient,  but  with 
what  is  statutory  and  just  to  the  States, 
even  if,  in  doing  justice,  we  injure  our- 
selves. The  CcMnmonwealth  may  spend  the 
whole  of  the  one-fourth,  but,  if  it  does 
not  spend  the  whole,  I  ccwitend  that  the 
unexpended  balance  must  be  paid  monthly 
to  the  States.  Supposing  we  concede  for 
one  moment  that  appropriation  does  mean 
expenditure,  what  would  be  easier  than  for 
the  Federal  Government  or  Parliament  to 
place  large  sums  on  the  Estimates  which 
we  knew  could  not  be  required,  such,  for 
instance,  as  the  j^20,ooo  for  advertising 
Australia,  when  we  know  that  we  shall 
spend  no  more  than  j^5,ooo?  There  'v* 
also  a  vote  of  ^250,000  for  armaments, 
although  we  know  we  are  not  going  to 
spend  any  such  sum.  What  is  really  pro- 
posed by  this  Bill  is  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  the  balance,  and  thus  deprive  the 
States  of  it,  although  we  may  not  spend 
sixpence  of  it.    Is  that  fair? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^An  appropriation 
lapses  if  it  is  not  used. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  so. 
and  very  properly  so;  but  there  is  no 
lapse  in  the  case  of  a  trust  fund.  Where  is 
our  power  to  make  trust  funds,  and  thus 
take  the  mtxiey  away  from  the  States?  A 
trust  fund  is  a  means  of  holding  money 
until  the  owner  claims  it,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  we  cannot  appropriate  ^250,000 
for  armaments,  and,  placing  the  money  in 
a  trust  fund,  thus  deprive  the  States  of  it. 
X  sav  that  such  a  proposal  is  neither  rea- 
sonable nor  proper, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  I  think  the 
right  honorable  member  did  scxnething  like 
that  in  regard  to  the  naval  payments. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  a  special 
trust  fund  created  in  that  oonnexitxi. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  paid 
every  month,  but  we  have  an  appropriaticm 
for  it,  and  it  must  be  paid  during  the  year 
in  wiiich  it  was  voted. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  whole  of  it  is 
not  paid  during  thei^ttiir.vjOOgle 
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Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Then  it  ought 
to  be,  because  it  is  an  expenditure  of  the 
year.  Acaxxling  to  the  proposal  and  in- 
tention of  the  Treasurer,  this  money  will 
not  be  returned  to  the  States,  but  will  be 
appropriated,  to  be  reappropriated,  per- 
haps, later  cm  to  quite  another  object,  be- 
cause money  put  into  a  trust  fund 
can,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  be  taken 
out  of  that  fund,  and  expended  as 
we  like.  This  is  a  subterfuge  to  keep 
this  money  from  the  States,  and,  by  put- 
ting it  into  a  reserve  fund  called  a  trust 
fund,  deprive  them  of  their  just  due. 
That  was  not  the  intenticm  or  meaning  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  has 
not  been  done  by  any  Treasurer,  under  the 
advice  of  any  Attorney- General,  dur- 
ing the  seven  years  of  Federation. 
There  are,  I  believe,  twenty-four  trust 
funds  already,  for  the  most  part  legitimate, 
thojgh  there  may  be  or>e  or  two  not  quite 
so.  On  the  31st  December  last,  according 
to  the  public  accounts,  there  was  ;^344,ooo 
to  the  credit  of  those  trust  funds.  I  be- 
lieve that  was  an  excessive  amount,  owing 
to  special  circumstances  at  the  particular 
time ;  and  it  has  not  been  so  large  since, 
though  it  has  been  over  jQioo,ooo.  Trust 
funds  are,  no  doubt,  very  convenient,  and, 
speaking  generally,  \then  diey  are  bond 
fide,  are  unobjectionable.  But  the  pro- 
posal in  the  Bill  is  not  bend  fide;  it  does 
not  propose  a  trust  fund  for  a  specific  pur- 
pose, as  in  the  other  cases  mentioned.  The 
Rill  has  for  its  object  the  placing  of  large 
sums  in  reserve,  to  be  used  hereafter, 
either  for  the  purpose  declared,  or, 
probablv,  reappropriated  later  cm  for  some 
other  purposes,  the  States  in  the  meantime 
being  deprived  of  their  mcMieys.  The 
Treasurer  clearly  stated  that  the'  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  retain  these  numeys,  and 
place  them  in  reserve  funds  to  be  used  as 
necessary  later  on. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  will  be  no 
moneys  beyond  the  one-fourth. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— If  we  used 
the  whole  of  t.he  one-fourth  for  Common- 
wealth purposes,  I  should  have  nothing  to 
say ;  what  I  object  to  is  taking  the  mwiey 
and  putting  it  on  one  side,  and  not  using 
it.  During  the  last  seven  years  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  have  tried  their 
I)est  to  limit  their  expenditure.  As  I  have 
said,  time  and  again,  there  has  been 
no  extravagance  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government.  There  may  be  some  matters 
in  which,  had  we  the  time  over  again,  we 
might  act  diiFerently ;  but,  generally  speak- 


ing, the  Commonwealth  Government  and 
Parliament  have  been  eamomical,  and  tried 
io  return  as  much  as  possiBle  to  the  States. 

My  predecessor,  Sir  George  Turner,  went 
to  great  lengths  in  the  latter  direction,  be- 
cause those  were  rather  hard  days  in  the 
Slates,  and  his  efforts  were  beneficial  to 
some  of  them,  especially  Tasmania  and 
Queen.sland,  who  suffered  a  great  loss  of 
revenue  owing  to  Federation. 

Mr.  Bahford. — Queensland  occasionally 
did  not  get  her  three-fourths. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  so, 
while  some  other  States  were  getting 
very  much  more  than  their  three- 
fourths.  However,  the  Federal  Go- 
^■e^unent  did  their  best  all  along, 
and  it  has  been,  the  ,polic>'  through- 
out to  economize,  bearing  in  view  the  great 
obligations  that  lie  on  the  States  Govern- 
ments. We  must  not  forget  that  the  States 
Governments  have  in  their  hands  the  settling 
of  the  people  on  the  land,  and  the  open- 
ing up  and  development  of  the  country 
by  means  of  railways,  roads,  and  bridges, 
i/1  additi(»i  to  the  respcuislBility  of  the 
public  education.  With  a  knowledge  ot 
all  these  facts,  I,  when  Treasurer,  desired 
to  give  rather  than  take  away  from  the 
States.  Now,  however,  we  have  a  proposal 
to  take  money  away  from  the  States, 
not,  in  my  opinion,  legitimately,  or 
in  a  bond  fide  way,  but,  by  what 
I  may  call  a  side  wind — by  altering 
the  procedure  which,  up  to  the  present, 
has  been  acknowledged  to  be  right.  If  such 
a  step  be  taken,  without  any  necessity,  it 
will  embitter  the  feeling  between  Common - 
mtmwealth  and  States.  It  is  true  that, 
without  counting  the  first  half-year  of 
Federation,  which  was  very  unsettled,  there 
has  been  returned  to  the  States,  during  the 
■six  years,  over  ;£5,ooo,ooo  more  than  the 
three-fourths  of  the  revenue  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Commonwealth  could  have  spent  that 
money  had  it  been  in  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia to  do  so.  But  an  such  case  the 
States  would  have  suffered,  Tasmania  and 
Queenslajnd  very  largely.  It  is  ikw  pro- 
posed that  we  sboyld  retain  this  money 
for  the  future,  and  put  it  out  of  reach  ill 
a  reserve  fund,  called  a  trust  fund,  so  that 
later  on,  when  it  has  accumulated,  we  may 
appropriate  it,  possibly  for  some  other  pur- 
pose altc^her.  That  was  not  the  feeling 
that  honorable  members  had  towards  the 
States  in  the  early  days  of  Federation, 
nor  is  it,  in  my  opinion,  the  intenti<xi  of 
section  87  of  th«„j;;;@D^f!fti|i4mO^€wever, 
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tbere  is  another  matter  of  law  to  which  I 
dxMild  like  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Attoraey-General.  Besides  the  objections 
I  have  already  raised,  I  have  to  say  fur- 
ther that  the  Bill  is  opposed  to  section  36 
of  the  Audit  Act.  What  does  that  section 
say?— 

Every  appropiiation  made  out  of  the  Omioli- 
^tcd  Rereoue  Fund  for  the  service  of  any  fin&n- 
cial  year  shall  lapse  and  cease  to  have  any  effect 
for  any  purpose  at  the  close  of  that  year. 

Bir.  Gbooh. — But  there  are  trust  funds. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST,— This  is  not 
a  bond  fide  trusb  fund  at  all.  The  sectiixi 
goes  on — 

and  say  balance  of  the  mtuteys  so  appropriated 
lAidi  may  then  be  unexpended  shall  lapse,  and 
tte  aocomiU  of  the  year  shall  be  then  closed. 

Bir.  Gbooh. — Did  the  trust  funds  lapse 
when  the  faoaorable  member  was  Trea- 
snrer? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  think 
they  (tid.     But  they  were  bond  fi.de  trust 
funds.      This^  howevw,  is  an  attempt  to 
make  a  trust  fund  of   that  which  is  not 
a  trust   fund  at  all.      This  Bill  says 
that,    notwithstanding    what    the  Audit 
Aa   provides,   sums,    having    been  ap- 
pro[Kiated,   shall    be    tegarded    as  ex- 
pended.     There    is   to    be    a  reserve 
fund;  that  is  what  it  means.     The  term 
"Trust  Fund"  is  a  subterfuge.      It  is 
not  a  trust  fund  in  the  true  sense  at  all.  A 
trust  fund  is  a  fmid  established  in  relation 
lo  moneys  that  do  not  belons  to  the  Go- 
Tonmoit,  and  which  have  to  be  paid  when 
the  owner  comes  along ;  or  it  is  a  fund,  es- 
t^ished    for    departmental  convenience. 
Why,  in  these  late  days,  should  this  at- 
tempt be  made  to  take  money  away  from 
the  States  and  keep  it  in  reserve  for  some 
other  purposes?     This  is  not  a  matter  of 
likes  or  dislikes.      It  is  a  matter  of  the 
interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  by  which 
we  are  bound.     The  question  at  issue  will 
not  be  settled  until  we  have  an  authorita- 
tive judgment  upon  it  hv  the  High  Court. 
I  await  with  snne  curigsit)'  the  course 
my  honorable  friend  the   leader   of  the 
Labour  Party  will  take  in  regard  to  this 
matter.     I  am  anxious  to  know  whether 
be  will  do  justice  to  the  States.     I  am 
of  opinion  that  'the  facts  must  appeal  to 
him  that   this   is    an   attempt — an  un- 
justifiable   one  —  to    try    to    get  money 
Aat    is    Iqtal !  y    due '  to    the    S't  a  tes 
put  aside  to  be  used  hereafter  for  various 
purposes.     I  am  certainly  surprised  that 
my  hoiKvable  friends,   the  Prime  Min- 
iiter  and  the  Attorney-General,  should 
have  subscribed  to  this  Bill.      I  can 
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well  understand  the  Treasurer  wanting 
money  to  be  put  aside  to  be  used  by  him. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  he  has  looked  very 
closely  into  the  technicalities  of  the  mea- 
sure. But  that  remark  cannot  apply  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Attorney -General. 
I  cannot  understand  how  they  can  have 
allowed  such  a  Bill  to  be  introduced. 
Every  measure  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment must  have  the  imprimatur  of  the  At- 
torney-General. How  the  Attorney - 
General  can  tell  us  that  what  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do  under  this  measure  is  in  accord 
with  secti(x>  87  of  the  Constitution,  I  can- 
not understand.  The  Bill  will  do  a  great 
deal  of  harm.  It  certainly  can  do  no 
good.  It  must  irritate  the  States.  The 
questiai  concerned  is  not  likely  to  be 
settled  until  we  obtain  a  decision  from 
the  High  Court;  and  we  have  figured  in 
that  Court  already.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  encourage  these  difficulties 
which  necessitate  our  appearance  in  the 
High  Court  in  opposition  to  the  States, 
especially  during  these  last  years  of  the 
operatlcm  of  the  Braddon '  section.  I 
desire  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
opinions  which  I  have  expiessed  are 
those  which  I  honestly  hold,  and  which 
have  actuated  me  ever  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  House,  and  while  I  was  the 
Treasurer  of  the  CommtMi wealth.  My  de- 
sire is  to  do  justice  to  the  States  as  well 
as  to  uphold  the  interests  of  the  Common- 
wealth. This  is  an  unnecessary  Bill.  It 
is  a  mischievous  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  which, 
in  mv  opinion,  exceeds  our  powers  under 
the  Constitution,    I  therefore  move — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "That"  be 
left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  six  months." 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  beg  to  second  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [5.20]. 
— I  expected  that  we  should  have  some 
reply  from  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  oxistitutional  pcnnts  that  have  beoi 
raised  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan.  I  can  well  understand  the  warmth 
which  my  right  honorable  friend  displayed 
in  dealing  with  what,  according  to  his 
view,  is  an  attack  upon  the  States,  and 
upon  States  rights,  under  the  Constitution. 
I  cannot,  for  my  part,  agree  as  to  that 
attack  from  the  cwistitutional  point  of 
view.  I  may  add  that  when  the  Bounties 
Bill  was  before  this  House,  the  course 
which  has  now  been  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment was  suggested  bymu^f^i^ 

Sir  WnxiAH  mii^.^R^^'^.^ 
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Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  had  antici- 
pated that  there  would  be  some  little 
acknowledgment  of  that  fact»  but  it  is  a 
matter  about  which  I  niake  no  complaint 
at  all. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  merely  omitted 
to  acknowledge  it — quite  un'mtenticmally. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— It  is  a  mere  per- 
sonal matter,  about  which  I  do  not  feci 
one  way  or  another.  But,  on  that  occa- 
sion, I  went  pretty  fully  into  what  I 
thought  was  the  tnie  wew  of  the  Consti- 
tuticHi.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  very  much 
more  at  this  stage  on  that  point,  except 
this — that  I  think  my  right  honorable 
friend  the  member  for  Swan's  ccmdemna- 
tion  of  the  Bill,  and  his  indignation  at 
such  a  measure  being  brought  forward, 
were  to  some  extent  based  upon  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  section  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  which  he  referred. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  the  wav 
in  which  the  section  has  been  interpreted 
in  practice  anyway. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.  —  I  certainly 
sh(>uld  be  very  sorry  to  impose  on  honor- 
abl;  members  a  long  constitutional  argu- 
me  It ;  and  the  only  excuse  I  can  make  for 
going  into  the  matter  at  all  is  that,  as  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  feels 
gra\e  doubts  about  the  question,  I  ought, 
as  a  matter  of  ordinary  courtesy  to 
him,  to  do  so.  I  think  that  even 
if  we  do  not  mtertain  strong  doubts 
we  ought  to  express  our  opinions.  The 
view  which  I  put  on  a  former  occasion  is 
this :  The  matter  all  depends  upon  the 
proper  interpretation  to  put  upcm  two  or 
three  sections  of  the  Constitution.  With 
regard  to  the  view  that  has  been  put,  that 
advice  has  been  given,  and  that  a  practice 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Department,  that 
argument  would  be  very  strong  except  for 
this  fact :  that  during  the  five  years,  until 
October,  1906,  no  other  practice  could  be 
followed  except  the  distribution  which  the 
section  expressly  provided  for.  The  fol- 
lowing seems  to  me  to  be  the  scheme  un- 
der which  the  financial  sections  of  the 
Constitution  were  drafted. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  rourse  now 
proposed  was  never  suggested  before. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  know 
that  it  could  have  been  suggested  up  to 
October,  1906.  What  I  submit  is  this : 
that  the  whole  frame  of  the  Constitution, 
its  basis,  so  far  as  finance  is  concerned,  is 
first  of  all  section  8t.  That  section  gives 
us  that  general  power  of  appropriaticxi 
which  every  self-governing  community  has 


through  its  Parliament.     If  it  is  to  be  a 

Parliament  at  all — anything  more  than  a 
municipal  institution — it  must  have  a 
gener.Tl  power  of  appropriating  its  revenue. 
That  section  says — 

All  revenues  or  moneys  raised  or  received  by 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  Commonwealtlk 
shall  form  one  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  maoDer  and  subject  to  the- 
charges  and  liabilities  imposed  by  tint  Cfmstitn- 
tion. 

To  leave  out  of  consideradon  the  "  charges 
and  liabilities  "  for  the  moment,  let  us  see 
what  would  be  involved  in  the  meaning  of 
the  term  "appropriation."  "Appropria- 
tion "  does  not  mean  merely  appropriation 
for  the  ordinary  current  services  for  the 
mcKith,  or  for  the  year.  It  covers  the 
putting  of  money  to  any  purposes — for, 
as  I  understand  it,  this  year  or  next  year 
or  any  other  future  time — so  long  as  those- 
purp(»es  are  legitimately  purposes  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  are  auttunized  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  I  mi^t  take  a  very 
simple  instance.  Suppose  this  Parliament 
borrowed  money,  and  desired  to  create 
a  sinking  fund  for  its  repayment.  That 
is  the  simplest  example  of  all.  You  may 
have  two  kinds  of  sinking  funds.  You 
may  have  a  sinking  fund  whereby  Parlia- 
ment annually  pays  towards  the  repayment 
of  the  debt  <%rtain  mtxieys,  by  means  of 
which  it  provides  for  principal  and  inter- 
est. But  there  is  another  and  a  mote 
usual  kind  of  sinking  fund,  such  as  is  es- 
tablished in  nearly  all  the  States  of  the 
Union.  You  borrow  money,  say,  in  Eng- 
land, and  you  agree  with  the  lender  that 
you  shall  pay  him  annual  interest,  and, 
when  the  time  for  redemption  comes,  the 
principal.  In  the  meantime  Parliament 
may  say,  '*  We  shall  create  a  sinking 
fund,  putting  aside  annually  enough  to 
enable  us  to  pay  the  debt  when  it  becomes 
due."  That  would  be  making  a  trust 
fund. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— ft  would  be  an 
annual  appropriation. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Such  action 
would  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  a  parliamentarv  ap- 
nropriation.  Mv  right  honorable  friend 
has  asked,  "  Where  is  the  authoritv  to 
maJce  a  trust  fund?"  I  say  'that  there 
is  authority  to  make  a  trust  or  other 
fund,  or  any  pocket  or  reserve  we  may 
wish  to  make,  so  long  as  the  ultimate  pur- 
poses of  the  espend^re  are  Common- 
wealth purposes.  "Sow/^e^m^jSMe  how 
far  the  general'  ^^dSfe^'VMHgdSrn  by 
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subsequent  proW^ons.  Secticm  87,  on 
which  he  laid  very  great  stress,  was  un- 
■faoLcedly  introduoed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Scaties,  uhI  the  full  meaning  must  be 
gncn  to  it  frooQ  that  stand-point.  I 
abmld  be  the  first  to  join  with  my  honor- 
able friend  in  leprobating  any  attempt  to 
twice  language  in  order  to  deprl>-e  the 
Sum  of  the  t^itimate  guarantee  which 
t!i,at  section  affords  them. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Bkown. — It  was  meant  to 
l«  «erv  plain. 

Mr.'w.  H.  IRVINE.— I  think  that  it 
is  plain.     It  says  that — 

Daxinc  the  period  of  ten  years  after  the  cs- 
IkblkftlUbrat  of  the  CommoDwealth,  aod  there- 
of l«r  mtil  the  I'vliameot  otherwise  piovides, 
•I  the  ar\  revenue  of  the  Commoa wealth  from 
datin  of  l.~<Bloms  and  of  Excite,  not  more 
tkatt  uAf- fourth  shall  be  applied  aanuallv  by 
tW  Coamoo wealth  towards  Ut  expenditure. 

What  i»  the  difference  betM'cen  tha*!  and 
the  e^tvession  in  section  81  ?  To  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purposes  of  tlie  Com- 
maowealtb,  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  be 
applied  towards  the  expenditure  of  the 
Coaunon wealth.  All  the  money  which  we 
appiopriAte  is  expended,  if  not  this  year, 
next  \ear  or  some  other  year.  It  is  the 
expenditure  of  some  year.  We  may  ap- 
pcopriale  this  year  for  one  hundred  pur- 
poses in  connexiun  with  which  the  actual 
expenditure  will  not  take  place  this  year. 

Ut.  Johnson.— It  is  ndt  necessary  to 
distribute  funds  derived  fitun  other  sources 
titan  Costoou  and  Excise,  although  the 
TreasaRT  has  been  doing  it. 

Mr.  TitXEY  BsowN. — But  there  is  an 
absolute  limitation.  If  h  applies  to 
twd^'c  months,  it  must  mean  three-fourths 
•  ithin  thooe  twelve  months. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.  -The  Kmitation 
is  nut  a  lunitatiun  of  the  actual  expendi- 
tmc,  but  of  the  amount  which  mav  be 
tikni  for  the  purposes  of  the  expenditure. 
A  Anam  of  revenue  is  flowing  past,  and 
rcction  87  of  the  Constitution  says  that 
the  .Commonwealth  ^all  not  take  more 
than  one-fourth  of  it.  Suppose  we  re- 
tomcd  to  the  States  only  three-fourths, 
rotdd  their  Treasurers  say  to  us,  "  You 
hav*  returned  to  us  three- fourths,  and 
have  purported  to  apply  the  rest.  We 
wish  to  go  into  your 'books  and  estimates, 
to  asocTta'n  whether  you  have  actually  ex* 
pmded  daring  this  month  the  moneys 
vhirli  you  have  not  returned  to  us "  ? 
That  was  not  intended  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.    Sodh    a    piDvinon  would  have 
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rendered  the  goi-emmertt  of  the  Common- 
wealth almost  unworkable. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  curious  thai 
the  practice  which  the  honorable  anc 
learned  m«nber  says  is  not  necessary  has. 
imder  legal  advice,  been  followed  foi 
years. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVIXE.-I  should  lib 
to  see  any  contrary  opinion  that  has  beer 
expressed  by  an  A^toniey- General. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  useless  to  smotha 
up  legal  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  aware  of 
any  legal  opinion  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Gkoou. — No  such  opinion  has  been 
given. 

Sir  John  Forhest. — There  is  certainly  a 
letter  by  Mr.  Justice  Isaacs  to  me  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Applied  an 
nually  towards  expenditure  must  not  be 
taken  to  mean  applied  to  annual  expendi- 
ture. We  should  be  pre\-ented  from  per- 
fwming  a  very  large  ntmiber  of  the  func- 
tions ordinarily  performed  by  every  British 
Government,  if  it  were  different. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  not  beer 
prevented  so  far. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Owing  to  our 
^■ery  abundant  revenues,  we  have  not  found 
it  necessary  to  put  aside  funds  to  meet  con- 
tingencies ;  but,  as  I  ventured  to  suggest 
when  the  Bounties  Bill  was  before  us,  and 
we  were  asked  to  agree  to  the  appn^riatior 
of  ;£55o,ooo  to  be  expraded  over  a  period 
of  fifteen  years,  as  a  matter  of  ordinar;i 
prudence,  such  as  a  business  man  would 
adopt  in  the  conduct  of  his  own  affairs,  wc 
should  put  aside,  out  of  our  present  largt 
and  abundant  revenue,  something  to  meet 
our  future  obligations,  in  years  when  tht 
revenue  will  probably  be  gneatly  dim- 
inished. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  should  no; 
undertake  obligations  which  we  canno; 
meet.  We  have  the  Constitution  before  us 
in  black  and  white. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Does  the  honorable  am 
learned  member  carry  forward  into  .scc:ioi' 
94  the  interpretation  of  all  surplus  rcvcnui 
as  revenue  unappropriated  or  not  expend-'d ! 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  the  view 
I  put  before. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— The  honorable  an(; 
learned  member  did  not  belie\'e  in  the  aj) 
propriation  of  money  for  Ijounties. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  opposed  th( 
Bounties  Bill  strongly ;  but  I  supported  th< 
measure  for  granting  a  bpuntv'  for.  the  pro 
duCtion  of  irwi.  Digitized  by  vjOOQiC 
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Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — The  honorable  and 
Uearned  member  opposed  the  other  Bill. 

Mr.  GsooM. — I  think  he  said  that  we 
should  consider  the  financial  positicm  before 
granting  the  bounties. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes.  I  sug- 
gested that  it  would  be  a  prudent  thing  to 
do,  and  what  a  business  man  would  do. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^This  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE— I  agree  with  my 
TigHt  honorable  friend  that>  no  matter  how 
d^irable  the  course  which  I  have  sug- 
gested, its  desirability  does  not  make  it  con- 
stitutional. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  is  surplus  re- 
venue ? 

■Mr.'  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  referred  to 
the  matter  to  show  that,  if  we  adopt  the 
view  which  the  right  hc»iorable  member  for 
Swan  contends  for,  we  shall  be  prevented 
from  carrying  out  a  large  number  of  func- 
tions which  every  Gov^fnuncsit  should  be  able 
to  perform.  I  gave,  as  an  instance,  the  mak- 
ing of  a:  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  of 
debts.  Another  instance  is  the  providinjg 
for  bounties  the  payment  of  which  is 
spread  over  a  large  number  of  years.  Then 
there  is  the  making  of  provision  for  the 
payment  of  contracts  which,  perhaps,  can- 
not be  carried  out  in  less  than  five  or  six 
years. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — That  is  the  str<mg- 
est  instance  that  can  be  given. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— It  is  highly  de- 
arable,  and  indeed  necessary,  that  this 
Parliament  should  have  power  to  put  aside 
re\enue  to  meet  future  (^ligations.  That 
being  admitted  to  be  desirable,  we  must 
ascertain  whether  the  power  has  been  taken 
from  us.  It  would  require  a  very  clear 
-and  explicit  provision  to  deprive  us  of 
powers  ordinarily  exercised  by  every  Par- 
liament invested  with  the  control  of  taxa- 
tion and  expenditure.  All  I  find  is  a 
general  power  of  appropriation.  Section 
87  contains  a  limitation  introduced  to  pro- 
tect the  States  during  a  particular  period. 
That  provision  declares  that  the  Common- 
wealth is  not  to  apply  annually,  or  to  take 
annually  for  its  expenditure,  more  than  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  revwiue  coming 
in.  To  read  that  as  showing  that 
what  is  meant  is  annual  expenditure 
cuts  down  the  power  of  appropria- 
tion given  by  preceding  sections  to 
an  exceedingly  small  [wint.  The  Cmisti- 
tution  [iroviiies  a  further  limitation.  Not 
onlv  is  there  a  limit  upon  the  amount 
which  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  can 


apply,  but  a  method  is  prescribed  fcM"  dis- 
tributing, during  the  five  years  immediately 
succeeding  the  imposition  of  uniform  duties 
of  Customs  and  Excise,  the  balance  to  be 
returned  to  the  States.  They  must  be  given 
at  least  three-fourths  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  which  is  annually  collected, 
and  may  be  given  more;  and  section 
89,  read  with  secti(xi  93,  recognises  that 
the  Commonwealth  must  give  the  States  so 
much,  and  that  it  may  give  them  more, 
and  that  the  amount  which  must  be  paid  to 
the  States  must  be  distributed  for  a  cer- 
tain period  in  a  particular  way. 

Mr.  Groou. — ^And  the  balance  must  be 
paid  over. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes.  After  five 
years  have  elapsed.  Parliament  is  to  make 
such  provision  as  it  may  think  fair  for  the 
payment  of  all  surplus  revenues,  using  the 
most  general  term  possible. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Does  surplus  revenue 
mean  balance  ?   Are  the  terms  ccHivertible  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— No. 

Mr.  Johnson. — "Surplus  revenue"  is 
used  only  cmce. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Yes. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  word 
"  balance  "  is  used  in  section  87. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— It  refers  to  the 
unapplied  balances.  I  have  always  imder- 
stood  the  words  "surplus  revenue"  in 
these  provisions  to  have  a  particularly  wide 
application,  and  to  mean  the  revenues 
which  the  CommcMiwealth  is  going  to  return 
to  the  States. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  word  '*  bal- 
ance "  was  used  when  section  87  was  per- 
petual. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— It  would  not 
make  the  slightest  difference  to  my  argu- 
ment if  section  87  were  perpetual.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  words  "  surplus  re- 
venue "  in  section  94  mean  simply  the 
money  that  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
has  to  return  to  the  States.. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Section  87  governs 
the  position,  and  the  word  used  in  ft  is 
"  balance." 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  word 
"balance"  is  used  in  that  section  for 
the  purposes  of  the  section.  The  words 
"  surplus  revenue  "  are  used  in  section  94 
to  cover  everything.  It  may  include  mcmev 
raised  by  direct  taxation,  fees  from  patent.s 
post-office,  and  other  revenue. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  would  scarcely  appiv 
to  such  revenue,  because  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  the  States  is  a--proportkHi  of  the 
Customs  and  Eieiised  fcewafiiDg IC 
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Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  returns 
from  the  post-office  are  revenue ;  but  could 
it  be  said  that,  if  the  revenue  from  stamps 
aund  telegrams  throughout  Australia  is  not 
actually  spent  in  paying  the  Ctxonuxiwcalth 
servants,  it  must  be  returned  to  the  States  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  what  has 
been  done  in  the  past. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — ^The  practice  has 
not  beoi  quite  as  aact  as  that. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVIXE.— Then,  according 
to  the  argument  of  my  right  hcxiorable 
friend,  the  Constituticm  has  been  broken. 
If  ibe  Constitution  were  read  as  he  reads 
it,  the  system  of  government  would  be 
absolutely  unworkable. 

Mr.  Johnson. — We  still  crane  to  what 
is  meant  by  "  surplus  revenue." 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  question  de- 
pends on  what  is  the  meaning  of  "  sur- 
plus." My  contention  is  diat,  reading 
these  pnnrisions  together,  "  surplus  "  means 
OMXiey  that  has  not  been  appropriated 'by 
Parliaunent.  It  is  a  very  simple  meaning ; 
tboe  is  nothing  to  cut  it  down.  It  gives 
full  effect  to  our  right  as  a  Parliament  to 
approiM-iate  our  money  as  we  think  fit  for 
Federal  purposes ;  it  also  gives  full  effect 
to  the  provisions  of  section  87  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  States. 

Mr,  TiLLzy  Brown. — But  what  about 
the  question  of  policy  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  another 
matter.  If  I  believed,  as  does  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan,  that  in  pass- 
ing this  Bill  we  should  transgress  otu-  con- 
stitntioaal  powers,  or  that  we  should  be  at- 
tempting, by  means  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  place  upcHi  the  Cmstitution  an 
intopreutitxi  that  we  have  power  to  do 
soQMhing  that  we  could  not  possibly  do,  I 
should  feel  as  indignant  as  he  apparently 
does.  But  I  do  not  regard  this  proposal 
in  that  light.  Subject  to  one  important  ccm- 
sideration,  to  which  I  shall  refer  in  a  mo- 
ment,  I  think  that  this  is  a  very  reasonable 
business-like  proposition  to  make,  and  that 
it  does  not  impinge  upcm  the  rights  of  the 
Sutes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  curious,  if  this 
power  is  so  clearly  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution, that  it  has  not  occurred  to  any  one 
before  to  seek  to  use  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  afraid  that 
sometimes  it  does  not  occur  to  us  to  do  that 
whkh  we  oug^t  to  do.  Having  regard  to 
the  view  I  have  expressed,  I  should  not  in 
ordinary  circumstances  have  the  slightest 
dttcalty  in  giving  my  entire  support  to  this 
Bill,  but  I  must  say  that  I  feel  that-  it  is 
my  unfortunate  that  it  diould  have  been 


brought  forward  at  the  present  juncture. 
When  I  suggested,  whilst  the  Bounties  Bill' 
was  under  consideration,  that  the  course  foi 
which  this  measure  provides  should  be 
adopted,  we  were  contemplating  that  large 
iron  wcftks  which  were  then  in  progress 
would  soon  be  absorbing  the  large  bounties 
proposed,  under  that  Bill,  to  be  paid.  We 
know  now  that  that  exigency  has  passed 
away  iot  the  time  being.  Therefore,  diat 
particular  cause  of  urgency  no  IcMiger  exists. 
I  think  I  find  myself  in  absolute  agreement 
with  the  right  honwable  member  for  Swan, 
in  believing  that  even  in  the  exercise  of  our 
undoiU}ted  rights  we  ought  to  be  as  careful 
as  we  can  not  to  wound  the  susceptibilities 
of  the  States;  although  it  may  be  that 
sometimes  demands  couched  in  language 
that  is  altogether  too  strwig  are  made  upon 
us  by  some  members  of  the  States  Legisla- 
tures. 1  read  recently  that  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  had  requested— and  per- 
haps the  same  request  also  emanated  from 
other  quarters — that  the  Premiers  of  the 
States  should  have  an  opportunity  at  the 
forthcoming  Conference  to  place  their  views 
before  us  with  regard  to  this  Bill,  so  that 
the  Parliament  might,  with  a  full  know- 
ledge of  what  were  the  views  of  the  States 
authorities,  ei^rcise  its  powers  in  this  re- 
gard. Why  should  we  not  afford  them  that, 
opportunity  ? 

Mr.  McDonald.— Is  it  wise  that  we- 
should  submit  questions  of  great  national 
policy  to  the  determination  of  the  Premiers 
of  the  States  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— No;  but  there  is 
a  difference  between  doing  that  and  adopt- 
ing the  course  which  has  been  suggested  by 
one  if  not  more  of  the  Premiers  of  thfr 
States.  I  said  as  strongly  as  I  could  at  an 
early  stage  this  session  that  I  thought  that 
Conferences  of  States  Premiers  had  re- 
peatedlv  gone  rather  too  far ;  but  that  is  not 
exactly  the  present  situatitHi.  My  conten- 
tion is  that  ultimately  the  ronstitutiMial 
power  and  the  constitutional  duty  of 
settling  these  financial  questions  rests  upon 
this  Parliament. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Surely,  in  common 
courtesy,  we  should  consult  the  States 
Treasurers  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  so;  but 
the  Constitution  gives  us  the  power,  and 
imposes  up<m  us  the  duty,  of  effectually 
settling  the  financial  question  according  to 
the  b«t  of  our  own  lights.  I  go  even 
further,  and  say  that  if  the  Premiers  of 
the  States  unanimously  arrived^Lii  con- 
clusion which  we  ^^fib^'MWWB^ere* 
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the  best  solution  of  the  problem  as  affecting  weaved  in  regard  to  the  relations  of  the 
the  future  of  Australia,  we  should  abdi-  Commonwealth  and  the  States.  I  anti- 
cate  the  rigtUs  that  are  vested  in  us  if  we  cipated  that  the  Attcxney-General  would 
were  to  give  way  to  them.  Honorable  at  least  maJee  stxne  reply  to  the  state- 
members  cannot  expect  me  to  put  more  ments  as  to  the  uncodstitutianality  of  the 
strongly  than'  that  the  view  that  I  hold  in  Bill. 

''his  regard.     I  hold,  however,  that  when  Sir  Wiluam  Ltne. — I  have  asked  tlie 
we  are  called  upon  to  exercise  our  ex-  Attorney -General  to  do  so  later  on. 
remelv  important  duties  in  regard  to  the  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  have 
'inancial  relations  of  the  States  and  the  thought  that  as  soon  as  such  an  amend- 
Commonwealth,  and  are  asked,  on  the  eve  ment  as  that   now  before  us  had  been 
of  a  Conference  of  Premiers,  to  delay  what  moved,  a  replv  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
is,  after  all,  onlv  a  fractional  part  of  the  ment  would  be  made.     I  am  afraid  that 
settlement   of   the    financial  question— to  the  Ministry  does  not  realize  the  gravity 
rtay  our  hand    until    those   representing  of  the  position.     We  cannot  even  regard 
States  interests  have  had  an  oppOTtunity  to  as  altogether  satisfactory   the  statement 
put  their  views  before  us— we  ought  not  to  made  by  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  extreme 
-egard  .such  a  request  as  unreasonable.    It  course  that  the  Government  contemplate, 
would  have  been  infinitely  wiser  for  the  Coming  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  should  have 
Government  to  bring  in  this  proposal  as  expected  to  hear  the  honorable  monber  for 
oart  of  a  general  scheme  for  the  settle-  Flinders  express  the  opinion  that  he  has 
nent  of  the  financial  relations  of  the  Com-  just,  voiced.      If  I  remember  rightly,  this 
monwealth  and  the  States.      I  therefore  Bill  embodies  a  criticism  which  he  made 
regret  that  we  are  forced  now  to  vote  upon  some  time  ago.     I  should  not  go  so  far 
;he  Bill.      1  should  very  much  prefer  to  as  to  say  that  the  Ministry  have  pirated  or 
ice  its  further  consideration  postponed  by  plagiarized  his  proposal,  and  have  incor- 
the  GoTCrnment;  but  if  we  are  forced  to  porated  it  in  this  measure,  but  the  fact  re- 
vote  upon  the  actual  merits  of  the  Bill,  mains  that  this  Bill  follows  closely  upon 
then,  thinking,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  not  wily  the  suggestion  which  he  made.    And  what 
A-ithin  our  constitutional  powers,  but  em-  does  the  Treasurer  say  about  it?   We  hare 
bodies  a  prudent  and  sensible  course  to  had  from  him  a  general  statement  that  in 
adopt,  I_  shall  feel  onnpelled  even  now  to  some  wav  or  other  the  bookkeeping  pro- 
support  it.  visions  of  the  Constitution  had  hampered 
Mr.     TOSEPH    COOK    ^Parramatta)  h™-      ^'o*  '""ch  evidence  has  been  fur- 
"5.451.-1   should  have  preferred,  before  "''^Iied  as  to  the  way  in  which  those  con- 
speaking,  to  hear  a  statement  bv  a  Minis-  stitutional  provisions  do  hamper  him  ;  we 
ter  as  to  the  attitude  which  the  Govern-  h-^^e  to  take  his  bare  statement  that  they 
ment  intend  to  take  up    respecting   the  have    done    so.     When    questioned  as 
amendment  moved  bv  the  right  honorable  whether    he    is    contemplating  any 
member  for  Swan.   '  The  right  honorable  'a^ge,     extraordinaiy  expenditure — and 
meml)er  is  an  ex-Treasurer  of  the  Com-  tl'at'     I    hold,     would    be    the  only 
monweal'h,  and  has  taken  the  grave  course  justification    for   this   departure    at  the 
of  movlnc;  wli^it  is  t.int.imount  to  the  re-  present  time — the  Treasurer  says  that  he 
jection  of  the  Bill.      Nevertheless,  not  a  floes  not  contemplate  any  expenditure  out- 
word  either  of  approval  or  of  disapproval  side  the  ordinary  channels.      He  says  that 
or  a  definition  of  the  attitude  of  the  Go-  he  has  no  large,  ambitious  schemes  in  ccmi- 
vernment  is  forthcoming.      In  accordance  templation,  and  if,  as  he  also  said,  he  has 
with  their  usual  attitude,  the  Government  difficulty  in  financing  month  by  month 
have  simplv  put  their  proposals  before  the  any  of  the  claims  for  expenditure  which 
House,  with  little  or  no  explanation.    The  are  made  upon  him,  why  does  he  want  to 
sooner  a  departure  from  that  absurd,  un-  take  this  additional  power  at  the  present 
healthv,  and  disastrous  state  of  things  is  t'nie?     I  put  those  two  questions  to  the 
made  the  better.      We  have  already  ex-  Treasurer.     I  asked  him  in  the  first  place 
perienced  what  results  from  the  refusal  of  whether  he  had  in  contemplation  any  large 
the  Ministrv  to  open  questions  of  this  kind  scheme  of  extraordinary  expenditure,  and 
to  fair  and  general  debate,  according  to  he  said  that  he  had  not ;  that  he  simply  an- 
old-time  methods   of   parliamentary   pro-  ticipated  an  expansion  of  the  ordinary  ex- 
cedure.      Such  proceedings  will  not  help  penses  as  provided  for  in  the  Estimates  year 
the  Commonwealth  to  unravel  the  skein  by  year.     In  the  next  Djace  I  asked  him 
of  difiKultv  which  the  Constitution  has  very  plainly  ife,|i!&ei:s^$el])QibCwhether 
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<!uruig  any  month  of  the  year  he  had  any 
difficulty  in  financing  the  needs  of  the  Cora- 
fDoowealth  out  of  our  one-fourth  of  Cus- 
toQis  and  Excise  revenue,  and  he  again  re- 
jdied  in  the  negative.  Why,  then,  is  this 
pcoposal,  so  drastic  and  far-reaching  as  it 
affects  the  relations  of  the  Commonwealth 
irith  the  States,  brought  forward  at  the 
preset^  time?  After  hearing  the  argu- 
ments pro  and  con  as  to  the  constitutionality 
■of  the  Bill,  and  having  read  the  Constitti- 
■tioa,  so  far  as  my  abilities  will  permit  me, 
I  have  DO  doubt  as  to  the  constitutionality 
of  the  procedure  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vemment.  There  is  no  doubt  that  we  can 
vary  the  arrangements  with  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  our  surplus  revenue ;  that  we 
can  if  we  choose  create  these  proposed 

trust  accounts  

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
mMnber  might  take  the  example  of  all 
special  appropriations  which  do  not  lapse 
under  the  Audit  Act. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  power 
to  create  these  special  trust  accounts,  and, 
as  I  think,  to  make  provision  for  any  ex- 
traordinarily large  additional  expenditures 
which  may  from  time  to  time  come  under 
the  purview  of  this  Parliament.  I  do  not 
attack  the  constitutionality  of  this  Bill ;  I 
attack  its  wisdom,  its  inopportuneness. 
Like  many  of  the  other  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government,  it  is  tentative,  paltry 
and  entirely  inadequate  to  meet  the  finan- 
oal  situation.  As  such  it  comes  fitly  from 
a  Government  that  has  been  proceeding  on 
those  lines  through  the  whole  course  of  its 
oistence,  and  is  to-day  only  fulfilling  the 
promise  of  its  career  made  frcrni  the  begin- 
ning of  its  existence.  I,  therefore,  amfine 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  question 
whether  it  is  wise,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
eight  years  of  the  ten  that  have  to  run 
before  a  re-arrangement  of  the  whole 
financial  position  must  take  place,  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  this  piecemeal  way. 

Mr.  W.  H.  iRTOnE. — ^We  are  promised 
the  financial  pr(^>osals  this  session. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Predsely.  It 
teems  to  me  to  indicate  a  peculiar  attitude 
OD  the  part  of  the  Government  toward  these 
great  qnestiona  of  public  coooem,  that  this 
legislation  riKMild  be  introduced.  Last 
year  the  Govemmttit  sutmiitted  a  definite 
and  oomprehoisive  scheme  at  the  Brisbane 
Premiers'  Conference.  That  scheme  was 
accepted  by  both  Commonwealth  and 
States,  as  the  right  hcHiorable  member  for 
Swan  made  quite  ckeax  this  aftemocm,  and 
yet  the  Gofonment  do  not  hesitate  to  up- 


set that  whole  arrangement,  and  to  sulxmt 
in  its  place  this  paltry,  ii^sufficioit  attempt 
to  keep  from  the  States  surplus  revenue 
which  has  hitherto  been  paid  over. 

Mr.  Page. — Will  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber support  the  scheme  of  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— i  may  say  that 
I  propose  to  move  a  prior  amendment. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  referring  to  the  finan- 
cial scheme  of  the  right  hcmorable  member 
for  Swan,  which  the  honorable  member  fw 
Parramatta  says  has  been  cast  aside. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  its  broader 
features,  I  think  that  scheme  was  a  good 
one. 

Mr.  Page. — And  the  honorable  member 
will  give  it  the  whole  of  his  support?" 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  shall  not  give 
the  whole  scheme  the  whole  of  my  support, 
but  I  shall  give  the  wh<de  of  my  supp(»t 
to  some  features  of  it. 

Mr.  Page. — The  boocM-able  member  is  on 
safe  ground  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  would  not  expect  me  to  agree  with 
every  detail  of  the  scheme?  I  do  say, 
however,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  best 
scheme  proposed  by  a  Treasurer  up  to 
date,  and  I  believe  that,  shorn  of  one  or 
two  of  its  provisions  which,  I  think,  err  a 
little  on  the  side  of  generosity  to  the  States 
— though  that  is  a  good  side  to  err  on — the 
scheme,  on  the  whole,  is  a  statesmanlike 
proposal  for  the  settlement  of  this  much- 
vexed  question.  But  now  we  find  the  new 
Tresuurer  ctxning  in  and  upsetting  that 
scheme  in  this  piecemeal  way.  Such 
legislation,  I  think,  is  unwise;  and,  as  I 
shall  propose  in  my  amendment,  I  think  we 
ought  to  wait  until  the  whole  relations  of 
the  States  and  the  Conuncmwealth  can  be 
taken  into  account.  I  propose  to  move,  if 
the  prior  amendment  is  withdrawn  to 
enable  me  to  do  so,  that  all  the  wwds 
after  "  That  "  be  omitted,  in  order  to  in- 
sert "  the  consideraticMi  of  this  Bill  be 
postptmed  until  the  financial  relatims  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  the  States  can  be 
dealt  with  as  a  whole."  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  what  we  have  a  right  to  do  under 
the  Cmstitution.  It  has  been  the  cturse  of 
this  Parliament  in  the  past  that  we  have 
been  fighting  for  some  supposed  rights  we 
have  under  the  Constitution — rights  which 
we  could  turn  against  the  States  to  their 
detriment  and  to  our  advantage.  That  is 
entirely  a  wrong  attitude  to  assume.  We 
ought  not  to  consider  whether  we  .have  this 
or  that  right,  bugitiaveb^Ais^^kgit&k  well 
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within  the  rights  which  are  plain  on  the 
face  of  tix  C<Ki8tituti(xi,  so  that  he  who 
runs  may  read,  and,  by  degrees,  acquire 
the  further  confidence  of  the  people,  in  the 
hope  and  belief  that  they  will,  in  time, 
trust  us  with  such  further  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  the  unfolding  of  our 
functions  and  powers  may  require  at  their 
hands. 

Mr.  Page. — If  the  honorable  member 
gave  that  advice  to  the  States,  it  would  be 
very  beneficial ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  think 
that  such  advice  can  hurt  either  Ccxnmcxi- 
wealth  or  States.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say 
that  the  States  do  not  transgress  th^r  func- 
tions; but  are  we  not  inviting  them  to  do 
so  when  we  strain  ours  ? 

Mr.  Page. — They  have  trailed  their  coat 
on  the  ground  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  I  may  use 
an  illustration,  we  are  in  the  position  of 
Britishers  defending  the  fnxitiers  of  India 
against  the  Russians  at  Herat,  when 
the  people  outside  are  nibbling  all 
the  time  in  an  endeavour  to  get  nearer  and 
nearer  the  positiim  in  order  to  menace  it. 
The  vast  expenditure  on  those  frtxitiers  has 
to  be  maintained  from  year  to  year,  all 
because  of  that  nibbling;  and  so.  when 
we  assume  the  attitude  I  have  indicated  in 
regard  to  our  rights  under  the  Constitution 
— when  we  or  the  States  begin  nibbling  on 
the  borders  of  the  Constitution,  and  strain- 
ing at  this,  that,  and  the  other  right— it 
devolves  on  those  who  are  concerned  to 
take  steps  to  defend  themselves,  and  assert 
their  position. 

Mr.  McDonald. — ^Are  we  the  outsiders 
"nibbling"  at  the  States? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
that  both  Ccnnmonwealth  and  States  are 

nibbling. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — And  the  honorable 
member  is  tugging  on  the  parochial  ^de. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No.  An  hon- 
onible  member  who  stands  up  for  a  sane, 
wise,  and  moderate  use  of  Federal  powers 
is  the  best  guardian  of  the  Constituticm, 
and  not  the  man  who  tries  to  strain  the 
CcHistitution  to  the  detriment  and  posable 
injury  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Page. — ^The  honorable  member  for- 
gets that  the  same  people  who  elect  us 
elect  the  States  members. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  for- 
get ;  and  I  suppose  it  is  wonderful  that  we 
do  not  agree.  We  are  all  one  people,  but 
-'■■■•^w  or  other  we  seem  to  work  in 
'iffoent    directions,    which  clash 


and  conflifl.  It  is  our  dtity  to  try 
to  avoid  conflict ;  aiKl  the  better  way  is  to 

confer  frankly  and  fully  with  each  other, 
so  as  to  understand  where  the  points  of 
difference  are,  and  where  justice  is,  in  the 
matters  oa  which  there  is  diffnence  of 
opinion. 

Mr.  McDonald. — It  is  a  pity  that  some 
of  the  States  have  noF  taken  up  that  atti- 
tude. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  are  we  free 
from  blame?  The  High  Court  is  engaged 
hearing  appeal  after  appeal  on  this  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  power;  and  I  am 
sure  the  hraxirable  member  is  not  prepared 
to  say  c^-faand  who  is  r^t  and  who  is 
wrong.  Where  we  are  not  certain,  our 
duty  is  not  to  move  unless  scxne  great  public 
cMnpulsion  is  put  upon  us. 

Mr.  McDonald. — What  is  the  use  of 
the  ConstituticHi  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  we  keep 
within  the  limits  of  our  ascertained  powers 
— those  which  are  obvious — there  is  plenty 
for  this  Parliament  to  do  for  many  a  year. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Did  the  New  South 
Wales  Premier  think  of  that  when  ho 
seized  the  wire  nettmg? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  think 
that  reference  will  help  us  to  discuss  this 
matter. 

Mr.  McDonald.— If  the  Federal  Go- 
vernment had  taken  the  proper  course 
then,  they  would  have  straiglttened  mat- 
ters out. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Anyhow,  I  ask 
whether  it  is  wise,  after  the  lapse  of 
eight  or  ten  years,  to  make  this  violeoft 
irruption  into  the  relations  at  present  exist- 
ing between  the  Canmcwwealth  and  the 
States.  Would  it  not  be  wiser  to  wait 
until  we  can  deal  with  tbe  finances  as  a 
whole,  as  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  do 
in  a  way  to  avoid  all  fricticxi,  and  pro- 
vide that  there  sEafl  be  no  mistake  here- 
after ? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Wait  until  we  are 
bankrupt  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  figures 
show  that  for  the  last  six  full  years  we 
have  returned  to  tbe  States  surpluses  of 
over  j;£8oo,ooo,  which  we  ccMiId  not 
spend.  Are  we  banknqit,  when  we  cao- 
not  spend  mm^s  whidi  are  giva>  to  ua 
to  spend? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^And  yet  the  honor- 
able member  says  there  is  no  money  few 
old-age  pCTsicms  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  nerer 
said  such  a  thing.      I  ^^mderstaad  the 
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Treasurer  is  now  asking  for  power  to 
^^opriate  a  large  portion  of  that  money 
to  axty  purpose  that  Fartiament  may  deem 
fit. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  why  should 
Parliament  not  deem  any  purpose  fit  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK,— If  the  Trea- 
staer  deares  to  sulxnit  a  I»opo6al  re- 
quiting extraordinary  expenditure,  there  is 
no  need  for  this  Bill  in  order  to  finance 
it.  Of  what  does  the  Treasurer  com- 
plain? He  says  tha^  sometimes  he  has 
not  any  money  left  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  only  a 
portion  of  what  I  said.  According  to  the 
Constitution  we  should  never  have  a  prany 
at  the  end  of  the  mxith. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  Trea- 
surer will  have  money  when  the  new  month 
be^ns.  The  Treasurer  has  told  us  he 
has  never  had  a  month  in  which  he  could 
not  meet  currerit  claims  out  of  the  one- 
fourth  of  the  revenue. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  did  not  say 
that.  The  honcM-able  manber  asked  me  if 
I  zt  any  time  had  had  to  ^arrange  matters, 
and  I  said  that  T  bdteved  I  mid  had  tb 
do  so  oDCB  or  twice. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  because 
of  that  the  Treasurer  proposes  to  re- 
anange  the  whole  financial  relations  of 
the  Conunonwealth  and  the  States  with 
respect  to  the  surplus !  If  the  Treasurer 
had  in  coatemplation  any  large  scheme  of 
public  expenditure  which  was  absolutely 
necessary,  he  would  be  quite  jufetified,  per- 
haps, in  asking  Parliament  to  upset  the 
ymeat  relatimship,  but  the  honorable 
member  says  he  has  no  such  sdieme. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  I 
had  not  any  hCrga  scheme.  The  hoow- 
able  member  surely  ansiders  that  the  De- 
Crace  proposals  xepresant  a  large  measure 
of  expenditure. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— But  there  is 
nothing  in  that  to  justify  an  alteration  of 
tbe  present  finaixnal  relaldons  of  Com- 
moo wealth  and  State.  If  the  Treasurer 
has  in  contemplation  over  and  above  what 
is  provided  at  present,  any  further  ht^e 
vote  in  prospect  of  whidi  he  desires  *to 
aocumolate  large  funds,  and  which  cannot 
be  financed  in  the  ordinary  way,  there 
m^t  be  some  reason  for  the  Bill,  but  there 
is  no  need  for  such  a  measure,  in  view  of 
die  ordinary  mcotfaJy  expenditure.  There 
is  no  need  to  wan  Ae  Slates  that  they 
may  not  expect  any  surplus  in  the  fntere 
as  io  the  i»st. 


.  Sir  William  Lyne. — If  we  carry  out 
our  works  as  we  should,  I  do  not  know 
where  the  States  are  going  to  gdt  any 
surplus  from. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— May  I  ask  the 
Treasurer  what  he  pn^ioses  to  do  about 
the  transferred  properties?  These  pro- 
perties have  been  vested  in  'the  Common- 
wealth for  seven  years,  and  the  CcHisti- 
tution  clearly  says  that  the  mcnnent  they 
become  so  vested,  we  shall  take  all  their 
current  obligations.  Yet  for  seven  years 
we  have  left  the  States  to  pay  the  in- 
terest on  those  propeities,  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  deprive  them  of  part  of  their 
share  of  the  revenue. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  one-fourth? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  surplus  of 
the  one-fourth,  which  the  Treasurer  has 
not  been  able  to  .spend. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — The  hcmorable 
member  misunderstands. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  wants  this  Bill  so  that 
h;  may  pay  into  a  trust  account  the 
balance  ox  the  <x)e-fourth  now  paid  to  the 
States. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  I  only  want  to 
make  trust  funds  of  sums  of  money  appro- 
priated by  Parliament,  and  nothing  more. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Precisely.  But 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  take  this  power 
when  the  Treasurer  comes  to  Parliament 
and  gets  an  Appropriation  Hill  passed  in- 
volving such  an  extreme  course  as  this. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  cannot  take 
such  a  course  until  we  pass  this  Bill. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
has  no  such  large  schemes  in  his  mind  as 
will  prevent  there  being  plenty  of  time  to 
make  a  bnnd  and  wise  re-arrangement  of 
the  whole  financial  relationships  between 
the  .C(xnmonwealth  and  the  States.  Until 
that  can  be  done,  it  is  far  better 
to  leave  this  tinkCTing  little  proposal 
alone,  and  discuss  the  subject  in  its  larger 
aspects.  I  urge  the  Treasurer,  even  now, 
not  to  persevere  with  this  Bill.  I  say  very 
frankly  to  him  that  I  wish  to  take  no 
course  that  would  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment, having  regard  to  the  position  of  af- 
fairs OTi  the  Tariff  and  other  matters,  but 
I  cannot,  and  will  not,  vote  for  this  Bill. 
I  ask  the  Treasurer  now,  in  the  interests 
of  a  fair,  amicable,  and  reastmable  atti- 
tude being  assumed,  both  by  the  States 
themselves  and  by  the  Treasurer  when  he 
meets  the  Premiers  next  month  in  C<xifer- 
ence,  not  to  persevere  ^i^^H^^Kfl^^ 
is  bound  to  anger  the  whcue  ortnc^Srates. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — Have  they  not 
been  angry  all  the  time  ?  They  have  made 
statements  against  the  Commonwealth 
which  they  have  no  right  to  make. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  at  the  last  Conference  they  agreed  to 
proposals  submitted  by  the  honcwable  gen* 
tleman's  own  Government  ?  That  does  not 
look  like  angry  antagonism. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — -They  did  what? 
They  never  did  agree. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— SubBtatitially, 
they  did. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  beg  pardon,  they 
did  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  agreed 
substantially  to  the  Government's  pro- 
posals. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  did  not. 
Sir  John  Forbest. — They  did. 
Sir  William  Lyne. — They  d!id  nothing 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  far  as  the 
financial  scheme  of  the  Government  was 
concerned,  they  did. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  agreed  to 
everything  that  we  went  down  upon. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
has  raised  another  matter  to  which  I  should 
like  to  address  myself  for  a  moment.  This 
Bill  does  not  touch  the  larger  financial 
problems  at  all.  For  instance,  the  Trea- 
surer says  that  the  bookkeeping  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  are  hampering  him. 
He  means  only  a  small  part  of  the  book- 
keeping provisions  and  their  ramificaticms. 
This  Bill  will  leave  the  bookkeeping  pro- 
visions intact  so  far  as  accounting  for  the 
revenues  of  the  States  is  concerned. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  very  little 
about  the  bookkeeping  secticms. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
said  that  the  bookkeeping  sections  of  the 
Ccmstitution  have  been  found  to  hamper 
considerably  the  finances  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  quite  true. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  could  not 
have  said  very  much  more  ^XHit  them  than 
that.    But  he  did  not  say  what  he  should 

have  said — that  the  hampering  was  only 
caused  with  regard  to  the  check  which  he 
felt  was  imposed  upon  him  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  disposal  of  surplus  funds.  The 
bookkeeping  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, if  this  Bill  goes  through,  will 
continue  as  before,  with  all  their  routine, 
and  with  all  the  troid>les  and  anxie- 
ties  to  our   merchants   which   exist  at 


the  present  time.  One  the  urgent 
problons  facing  this  Parliament  is,  bow 
to  do  away  wi&  those  bodckeeping  provi- 
sions as  far  as  the  mere  accountancy  side 
of  them  is  concerned,  and  so  far  as  they 
affect  the  trading  relations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.  It  is  that  which  is  giving 
trouble.  When  every  merchant  has  to  dis- 
sect a  suit  of  cloth^  to  find  out  what  be 
has  to  pay  on  the  cloth,  on  the  buttcxis, 
on  the  linings,  and  on  everything  else  be- 
fore he  can  do  his  business,  he  is  naturally 
irritated.  It  is  that  system  which  we 
want  to  abolish.  It  is  that  side  of  tl» 
bookkeeping  sections  which  we  want  to  do 
away  with  as  quickly  as  we  can  do  it  on 
a  fair  basis.  The  Treasurer  is  CHily 
dealing  with  an  aXom  of  the  bookkeeping 
sections.  The  hampering  will  still  remain, 
though  the  Treasurer  will  cwily  be  benefited 
to  the  extent  that  moneys  at  present  paid 
away  to  the  States  need  not  be  immediately 
spent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  our  not  hav- 
ing to  re-vote  and  re-raise  the  UKXiey 
wanted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  if  it  is  re- 
voted,  who  is  depri\'ed  of  revenue  but  the 
States?  Have  they  ever  complained  of 
the  Treasurer  causing  such  sums  of  money 
to  be  re-voted?  Suppose  he  cannot  pay 
a  ;^So,ooo  bill  at  the  end  of  the  mmth, 
and  the  money  has  to  be  re-voted  next 
month.  Do  the  States  complain  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  States  do  not, 
but  the  C(xnmonwealth  should. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Trea- 
surer is  not  hampered  in  these  respects, 
what  does  he  want  this  Bill  at  all  for,  un- 
less to  save  money  to  meet  some  extra- 
ordinary expenditure  ?  I  *  should  say  it 
would  be  for  the  States  to  sug^t  some 
such  trouble  as  the  Treasurer  has  sug- 
gested, so  as  not  to  deplete  th«r  revraue 
unduly  one  month  and  inflate  it  the  next. 
The  Treasurers  of  the  States  are  just  as 
keenly  interested  in  having  a  steady  ex- 
penditure rather  than  a  qutsmodic  and  in- 
termittent one,  as  the  Commonvealtti 
Treasurer  himself  can  be.  It  is  as  much  to 
their  interest  to  know  what  their  monthly 
commitments  are,  and  what  their  monthly 
payments  are  to  be,  as  it  is,  to  the  Trea- 
surer's. But  they  make  no  complaint,  be- 
cause there  happens  to  be  a  specially  large 
demand  one  month  and  an  especially  easy 
one  the  next. 

Sir  William  Lviib. — rihould^ihkik  they 
would  not.        D'9'f'^«^  ,y\5rw™TP"  ' 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  they  make 
DO  such  complaint,  why  should  the  Trea- 
surer? The  money  is  there  and  if  the 
Treasurer  cannot  pay  it  one  month  he  can 
pay  it  the  next.  Where  is  the  trouble?  I 
tell  the  honorable  gentleman  candidly,  that 
I  expected  him  to  say  to-day,  in  justifica- 
tion of  this  Bill,  that  he  had  in  ccmtempla- 
tion  some  extraordinarily  large  expenditure 
over  and  above  what  he  has  found  it  pos- 
sible hitherto  to  account  fot  in  the  (xdinary 
monthly  fashicHi. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — When  the  honor- 
able member  sees  the  Additional  Estimates 
he  will  know  that  I  have. 

Sir.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  this  Bill 
riKHild  wait  until  we  have  the  Additional 
Estimates  before  us.  If  that  be  the  reason 
for  it  those  Additional  Estimates  ought  to 
have  been  on  the  table  long  ago.  But 
when  the  year  is  entirely  closed  it  seems 
that  the  Treasurer  is  going  to  bring  forward 
Additional  Estimates  for  the  year. 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  have  them  soon  enough. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  hope  that  if 
they  are  reasonable,  we  shall  pass  them. 

Su-  William  Lyne. — I  say  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  them  reasonable  on  the 
previoas  basis. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  say  again— 
and  this  is  all  that  I  want  to  say — that  if 
that  is  the  only  reason  for  bringing  in  this 
Bill,    then    tliose    Additional  Estimates 
ought  to  have  accompanied  the  Bill,  so 
that  we  might  see  the  real  reason  which 
the  Treasurer  has  for  bringing  it  forward. 
Otberwise,   he  has  shown  no  reason  for 
this  violent  interference — ^and  it  is  a  violent 
interference — with  the  relationships  which 
have-  existed  for  eight  years,  and  which 
must  terminate  in  two  more  at  the  outside. 
I  say,  therefore,  that  the  Treasurer  is  go- 
ing atw>ut  this  business  in  the  wrong  way. 
The  real  question  for  us  to  consider  is  not 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  do  this  under 
the  Constitution.      That  is  a  very  argu- 
able qtiestion.      It  is  no  doubt  a  very  in- 
teresting  question    for    lawyers   to  talk 
about.      But  the  practical  question  for  us 
is,  as  to  whether  it  is  wise  for  us  to  do 
tids  kind  of  thing  at  this  time. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  aevet  brought 
fanraid  a  pr(^)osaI  which  tfie  h(»iorable 
member  has  not  asked  me  to  postpone. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Trea- 
surer had  postponed  some  proposals  which 
be  was  asked  to  postpone,  the  C<xnmon- 
vealth  would  have  been  in  much  better 
odour  to-day  than  it  is. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  given  up 
trying  to  get  it  into  better  odour  with  some 
people.  If  we  do  our  duty  we  need  not 
be  afraid  of  any  one. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Since  that  is 
the  declarati<xi  of  the  OxmiKXiwealth 
Treasurer,  on  behalf  of  the  Conomonwealth 
Govenmient,  all  that  I  have  to  say  is  that 
it  only  emphasizes  more  strongly  the  obli- 
gation resting  upon  us  to  try  to  induce  this 
Parliament  to  extend  the  fullest  possible 
consideration  to  the  States,  and  to  meet 
them  

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  has  been  a 
lot  of  consideration. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-— And  to  meet 
them  with  the  utmost  amicability. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Are  they  to  he 
amicable  also? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
says  that  he  has  "  done  with  "  than. 

Sir  WiLtiAM  Lyne. — I  say  that  I  am 
not  going  to  be  drawn  this  way  and  that 
wav,  because  some  people  think  one  thing 
and  some  another. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  drawn  "  this  way,"  as  he 
puts  it,  because  he  has  to  be  drawn.  I 
am  not  speaking  in  a  personal  sense,  but 
because  of  the  terms  that  exist  in  relation 
to  the  States  and  the  C(»nmonwealth.  The 
Treasurer  is  tied  to  the  States  for  ten 
years,  and  cannot  get  away  from  them  for 
that  term.      Since  he  is  tied  to  them  in 
these  vital  relationships,  and  in  regard  to  the 
financial  question,  why  begin  to  flout  them 
with  regard  to  comparatively  small  matters 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  but  very  im- 
portant matters  so  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned ?     I  say  that  if  we  pass  this  Bill 
we  are  still  tied  to  the  States.    The  book- 
keeping sections  will  not   be  abrogated. 
We   shall   still   be   tied   to   the  States 
by    the    Braddon    secticMi.  Therefore, 
the   Treasurer   need   not   try   to  shake 
himself  free  in  this  airy  and  easy  way. 
He  cannot  do  it.      The  relationship  is 
there.    What  he  is  trying  to  do  is  to  es- 
cape from  one  part  of  this  relati<xiship 
without  doing  either  the   States  or  the 
Commonwealth  very  much  good. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — One  or  two  of  the 
States  are  inclined  to  make  themselves 
angry  without  any  cause. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— The  Treasurer  has 
no  reason  to  complain  of  some  of  the  Pre- 
miers. 

Sir  WitLiAM  Lyne. — No,  not  of  some 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  seems  to  mc, 
with  regard  to  this  matter,  that  the  same 
thing  is  happening  as  with  regard  to  some 
of  the  other  Departments.  We  have  first 
cjne  Treasurer,  and  then  another,  propos- 
ing different  schemes,  and  different 
methods  of  administratitm.  The  result  is 
that  there  is  nothing  but  chaos.  We  have 
new  schemes  following  new  schemes  until 
the  people  outside  are  bewildered,  and 
small  wonder  if  the  Prraiiers  of  the  States 
are  bewildered,  too.  The  same  thing  has 
happened  with  regard  to  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  and  the  Defence 
Department.  No  one  Minister  is  there 
for  long,  and  there  is  constant  cause  for 
criticism. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Ministry 
h;is  been  in  office  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Ves;  but  Min- 
isters have  continually  changed  their  port- 
folios. To-day  we  have  the  Postmaster- 
General  busily  engaged  in  undoing  nearly 
all  that  his  predecessor  did. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — A  good  job,  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  so.  The 
same  thing  is  happening  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Defence  Department  and  of  the 
Treasury.  When  all  seemed  plain  sailing 
for  a  final  re- arrangement  of  the  financral 
problem  with  a  minimum  of  friction,  the 
Treasurer  said,  "  The  scheme  will  not  do. 
It  must  be  set  aside." 

Sir  WiLLiASC  Lyne. — It  is  a  good  thing 
that  it  was  not  accepted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Seeing  that  the 
Govemmoit  is  annually  agreeing  to  dif- 
ferent schemes,  the  Premiers  of  the  States 
may  well  be  anxious.  We  should  try  to 
deal  effectively  with  the  bookkeeping  sec- 
tions of  the  Constitution. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  Bill  does  not 
affect  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why  has  it 
Itcen  brought  forward  at  this  juncture? 
Why  has  the  consideration  of  the  Estimates 
been  interrupted  to  enable  it  to  be  put 
through  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Because  it  is  a  very 
important  measure.  We  wish  to  be  able 
to  meet  the  demands  upon  us. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  so  impor- 
tant that  it  should  form  part  of  the  finan- 
cial proposals  of  the  Government. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  States  will 
not  agree  for  ten  years  to  crane  to  our 
proposals  for  the  transfer  of  their  debts 
to  the  Commonwealth,  must  we  wait  ten 
years  before  dealing  with  this  matter,  too? 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  two  are 
quite  distinct. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then  why  does  the 
honorable  member  sav  that  they  should  be 
dealt  with  together? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Trea- 
surer is  anxious  to  attack  financial  problems 
let  him,  first  of  all,  settle  the  questicm  of 
the  transferred  properties.  How  are  the 
States  'to  pay  interest  on  the  money  bor- 
rowed on  those  properties,  if  the  surplus 
revenue  is  not  paid  to  them  ?  Are  they  to 
meet  their  interest  obligations  out  of  their 
three-fourths  share  of  the  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise revenue? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  is  opposed  to  the  Commonwealth 
having  money  which  would  enable  it  to  pay 
the  interest,  or  at  least  part  of  the  interest, 
due  on  the  transferred  properties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Trea- 
surer will  say  that  he  intends  to  pay  into 
a  trust  account  the  money  required  to  pay 
the  interest,  we  shall  be  glad  to  help  him 
to  amend  the  Bill  so  that  it  may  be  done. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — t  shall  think  the 
niatter  over. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  knows  that  it  is  not  his  inten- 
tion to  do  that.  The  States  must  take 
strong  exception  to  the  proposal  to  keep 
back  from  them  the  surplus  revenue  while 
the  obligation  to  pay  interest  remains  with 
them.  Under  the  Constitution,  they  are 
not  expected  to  do  this,  and  it  is  only  be- 
cause they  have  received  the  surplus  month 
by  month  that  the  matter  has  b^n  allowed 
to  lie  in  abeyance  so  long.  The  whole 
question  is  one  which  should  have  been 
settled  before  a  Bill  like  this  was  intro- 
duced. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.jo  to  7.45  f.m. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Even  at  this 
stage  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Treasurer 
not  to  persist  in  pushing  the  Bill  through, 
and  thus  adding  to  the  friction  in  the  re- 
latitms  between  the  Commmwealth  and  the 
States.  It  would  be  better  to  deal  with 
the  business  which  must  be  oMiipleted  be- 
fore the  session  can  close.  The  fact  that 
able  lawyers  join  issue  as  to  the  constitu- 
ti<»iality  of  the  measure  should  give  us 
pause. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  supports  our  position. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  is  certainly 
one  of  the  ablest  constitutional  lawvers 
either  in  ac  out  of  the  Oambor^  i  The 
Minister  has  faileag'ttf^^^tSs^S^i^  of 
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indent  public  necessity  for  passing  the  Bill. 
I  beliere  that  there  will  not  be  peace  be- 
tween the  States  and  the  Commonwealth 
tmtil  the  financial  knot  has  been  untied, 
and  each  is  made  independent,  so  that  each 
may  exercise  freely  its  functi<xis  and  powers 
wiUxiut  interference  by  the  other.  Only 
to-day  I  came  across  this  statement  of 
Kichard  Cbbdoi,  who,  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  forgotten,  was  a  great  sodal  philosopher 
as  well  as  an  advocate  of  free-trade :  "  Un- 
settled questions  have  little  regard  fen-  the 
peace  of  nations."  The  financial  ques- 
tion, while  it  remains  unsettled,  will  have 
little  regard  for  the  peace  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  solution  is  financial  inde- 
pendence. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — The  hcaiorable 
member  is  trving  to  prevent  that  solution. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  trying  to 
inevmt  the  honorable  member  from  in- 
creasing the  irritation  which  now  onsts. 
A  larger  scheme  is  becoming  hourly  more 
urgent.  The  difficulties  confronting  the 
Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
surplus  money  are  but  small,  and  should 
stimulate  him,  not  to  the  introduction  of 
measures  like  this,  but  to  the  consideration 
and  settlement,  if  possible,  of  the  larger 
financial  questitms  whose  solution  is  neces- 
sary for  future  peace.  There  are  many 
aspects  of  the  financial  question,  and  the 
most  important  and  pressing  seems  to  me 
tibe  oompleti(ui  oi  the  purchase  of  the  pro- 
perties transferred  by  the  States  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Groom. — ^The  valuation  is  being 
proceeded  with. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  has  been 
going  on  for  seven  years. 

Mr.  Groom. — No;  only  for  two  years — 
tiiat  is,  the  detailed  valuations. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  for  five 
years  Ministers  have  done  nothing.  At 
any  rate,  after  seven  years  we  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  a  solution. 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^The  work  is  nearly  com- 
pleted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  next  mat- 
ter in  order  of  importance  is  the  book- 
keeping arrangement,  not  merely  as  it 
affects  the  distribution  of  surpluses,  but 
also  as  it  affects  the  manner  of  account- 
ing for  mone\'S  received  in  and  for  a  State, 
and  for  the  disbursement  of  money  cm  behalf 
of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth.  Then 
there  is  the  troublescxne  question  of  how 
best  to  bring  about  a  fer  capita  bas's. 
whidi,  perhaps,  must  be  agreed  upcm  before 
financial  peace  can  be  secured;  The  settle- 


ment of  these  questions  is  preliminary  to 
the  transfer  of  the  debts  of  the  States  to 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  making  of  pro- 
vision for  the  expiration  of  the  Braddon 
secticm.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  did  as  much  as  was  possible 
to  settle  them  at  the  Conference  held" 
in  Brisbane  with  the  Premiers  of  the 
States.  No  question  in  the  arena  of 
Federal  politics  can  be  axnpared  in 
importance  with  the  financial  question. 
Before  any  good  is  dcxie,  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  States  each  will  have  to 
be  independent  of  the  other.  There  will 
have  to  be  State  ctwitrol  of  State  finan- 
ces, and  Federal  control  of  purely  Federal 
finances.  I  was  reading  to-day  an  essay 
in  the  Edinburgh  Review  of  January  last, 
in  which  the  writer,  in  discussing  the  future 
of  the  British  Empire,  makes  this  state- 
ment, which  seems  to  me  to  apply  with 
equal  force  to  our  relations  wiUi  the 
States— 

If  we  adhere  steadily  to  the  principle  that 
local  revenues  are  to  be  expended  locally,  and 
if,  at  the  same  time,  we  give  all  reasonable  en- 
couragement to  local  self-government  and  shun 
any  tendency  towards  over-centralization,  we 
shall  steer  clear  of  one  of  the  rocks  on  which 
the  Roman  ship  of  state  was  wrecked.  Un. 
skilful  or  unwise  finance  is  our  greatest  danger. 

That  is  equally  true  of  out  relations  with 
the  States;  unwise  or  imskilful  finance  is 
also  our  greatest  danger.  No  other  danger 
locmiing  up  is  comparable  with  it.  My 
judgment  is  that  the  tentative  pn^xsal  in 
this  measure  is  unskilful  in  its  treatment 
of  a  large  question,  and  is  iiMSnitely  un- 
wise, having  regard  to  the  imminence  of 
the  settlement  of  the  larger  question  whicli 
must  be  faced  within  the  next  two  years. 
It  would  be  very  much  better  to  postpone 
the  consideratiai  of  this  matter  until  we 
can  deal  with  the  whole  broad  question  of 
finance.  When  we  come  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  larger  question,  I  hope  that 
the  Treasurer  will  meet  the  Premiers  at 
the  coming  Conference,  and  am  sure  that 
with  a  reas(»iable  attitude  on  his  part,  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  way.  I,  for 
one,  have  seen  year  after  year  a  growing 
disposition  on  the  cart  of  the  States  to- 
wards its  favorable  treatment. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  seen 
such  a  disposition  ot  the  part  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  sing- 
ling out  any  one  State. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Such  a  disposition 
was  not  shown  in  the  statanent-lQ9>de  the 
other  day  by  Ikfi^iWi9teV»OOg^C 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Wade 
would  not  be  doing  his  duty  to  his  State 
if  he  did  not  take  up  a  critical  attitude 
with  regard  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  He  is 
responsible  for  the  soundness  of  the  finances 
of  his  State,  and  since  the  whole  question 
is  now  ripe  for  settlement,  he  takes  up  the 
reascxiable  attitude  that  he  should  at  least 
be  paid  the  compliment  of  consultatim. 
The  requirements  of  courtesy  alone  make 
it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer 
to  discuss  this  question  freely  and  frankly 
with  the  Premiers  of  the  States. 

Mr.  McDonald. — How  is  he  to  go  to 
the  Conference  of  Premiers  if  he  is  not 
invited  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— To-day  there  is 
a  statement  that,  the  Cmference  having 
been  fixed,  Federal  Ministers  are  to  be  in- 
nted. 

Mr.  McDonald. — Was  not  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  Prime  Minister  should 
be  invited  to  an  earlier  Conference  discussed 
for  some  time  amCHigst  the  Premiers? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  was  invited. 

Mr.  McDonald. — After  a  strenuous 
fight  amongst  the  Premiers. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  about  time 
that  we  asserted  ourselvra  in  a  reasonable 
way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  The  more 
Ministers  assert  themselves  in  this  discour- 
teous way  the  further  they  will  be  fran 

the  preservation  of  amicable  relations. 

Mr.  McDonald.  —  What  about  the 
shameful  imputations  that  States  legisla- 
tors are  constantly  making  against  this 
Parliament  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
the  hcHiorable  member  to  look  a  little 
nearer  home  before  he  begins  to  hurl 
anathemas  at  others.  Let  him  reflect  on 
the  dilatoriness  of  this  Parliament  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Federal  Capital  question,  and 
the  question  of  the  transferred  properties. 

Mr.  Groom. — We  made  every  eff(at  to 
get  the  States  to  come  to  a  settlement  of 
the  question  of  the  transferred  properties. 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
took  action  when  he  was  Minister  of  Home 
Affairs. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  There  had 
been  a  Government  in  office  for  four  and 
a  half  years  before  that  honorable  member 
was  Minister  of  Home  Affairs.  No  one 
will  make  me  believe  that  it  should  take 
seven  years  to  value  ;£io,ooo,ooo  worth 
of  property. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member's  policy  be  adopted  we  shall  be 
seventy  years  in  settling  the  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  deeply  re- 
gret this  attitude  of  antagonism  on  the 
part  of  the  Treasurer,  and  his  implied  dis- 
courtesy to  the  States. 

Mr.  Groom. — No. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  want  them  to  be 
courteous  to  us. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  regret  the 
absence  of  a  disposition  on  his  part  to 
meet  the  representatives  of  the  States 
fairly,  and  to  talk  to  them  frankly  con- 
cerning the  outstanding  issues  between  us. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  have  always 
done  so,  but  some  of  the  States  have  re- 
sented our  action. 

Mr.  .  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  hoiorable 
gentleman  cannot  dispose  of  ihese  matters 
altogether  in  the  way  that  he  thinks  fit- 
The  Constitution,  so  far  as  financial  mat- 
ters are  concerned,  ties  us  to  the  States  for 
some  years,  and  there  is  every  obligation 
on  our  part  to  consult  them  and  to  treat 
them  as  they  ought  to  be  treated  before 
we  begin  to  deal,  as  the  Treasurer  pro- 
poses,  with  this  fractional  part  of  the 
financial  scheme.  I  do  not  advocate  that 
we  should  put  ouTselTOS  under  the  heel  of 
the  States  as  suggested  1^  the  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy. 

Mr.  Hbnky  Willis. — That  is  the  posi- 
tion that  they  are  trying  to  establish. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  that  re- 
lieve us  of  our  obligation  of  courtesy  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.  —  No;  but  our 
position  is  paramoimt. 

Ur.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Let  us  do  our 
duty  as  we  ought  to  do  it,  and  then  we 
shall  be  on  strong  grounds  to  meet  any 
encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  States. 
Oblifi.itions  of  courtesy  require  that  we 
should  pay  them  the  compliment  of  con- 
sultation, as  we  have  done  so  far  in  regard 
to  the  broad  general  financial  question. 
That  is  my  sole  contention.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  the  States  are  spotless, 
or  that  they  have  not  many  a  time  gone 
out  of  their  way  and  caused  irrita- 
tion between  the  Commonwealth  and 
themseh-es.  But  that  does  not  relieve  us 
of  the  obligation  of  the  present  position. 
A  Conference  of  States  Premiers  is  about 
to  meeV.  It  -is  proposed  to  invite  Federal 
Ministers  to  attend  that  Conference,  and 
yet  we  find  the  Treasurer,  immediately 
before  the  holding  of  itt/aaserHnei^ah'  we 
should  take  our>3£|ifl%d^xA»^Q^Stegard 
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to  the  settlement  of  a  section  of  the 
financdal  question.  I  do  ncft  wish  to  put 
the  Commoowealth  under  the  heel  of  the 
Slats ;  my  desire  is  to  put  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  strongest  possible  poshion, 
and  it  will  be  in  such  a  position  when  it 
has  exhausted  the  possibilities  now  open 
to  it  for  the  courteous  ^atment  of  the 
States.  I  urge,  thevefore,  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  measure,  and  propose  to 
moTC  ■ 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  That  "  be 
left  oat,  with  a  ricw  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  *'  the  «>iuiderfttioo  of  this  BiU  be  post- 
poocd  nntil  the  financial  lelations  of  the  Com- 
monwealth and  the  States  can  be  dealt  with  as 
a  whole." 

Mr-  SPEAKER.— To  put  that  amend- 
meric  would  be  to  -antiapate  the  deter- 
minatioD  of  the  issue  raised  by  the  right 
hooorable  member  for  Swan.  It  will 
therefore  be  necessary  for  the  r^t  bon- 
onUe  member  to  temporarily  withdraw 
his  amendment  before  the  new  amendment 
can  be  moved. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [8.6]. 
— If  I  may  be  permitted,  I  should  like  ito 
say  that  I  did  not  intend  to  be  in  any 
way  hostile  to  the  Government  in  sub- 
mitting my  amendment,  and  since  that 
moved  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  is  more  moderate,  and  quite 
satbfactcvy  to  me,  I  desire  the  permission 
of  the  House  to  wididraw  my  amendment. 

Amendmoit,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook) 
proposed — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "That"  be 
left  out,  with  n  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
words  "the  consideration  of  this  Bill  be  post- 
poaed  until  the  financial  relations  of  the  Com- 
BtODwealth  and  the  States  can  be  dealt  with  as 
i  whole." 

fttotioii  (by  Mr.  Fisher)  proposed — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.7]. — I  do  not  know  whether  the 
boQorable  member  for  Parramatta  intends 
his  motion  to  be  hostile  to  the  Governmait. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Treasurer  is  at 
liberty  to  say  whether  or  not  he  will  con* 
lent  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
biit  roust  TKk  discuss  the  questicHi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  it  is  the 
desire  of  the  hcmorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  and  others  that  the  debate  cm  this 
very  important  question  be  adjourned,  I 
^11  offer  no  obje(!tion. 

Modem  agreed  to;   debate  adjoumed. 


ESTIMATES. 

/«  Committee  of  Supply  (Consideration 
resimied  from  27th  March,  vide  page  9794). 

Department  of  Home  Affairs. 
Division   25    (Census   and  Statistics), 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[8.9]. — Have,  the  Government  taken  any 
steps  to  fill  the  gap  ui  our  statistics  be- 
tween the  last  volume  of  Cdghlan's  Seven 
Colonies  and  the  first  volume  of  Com- 
monwealth statistics  issued  by  Mr. 
Knibbs?  There  is  a  gap  of  two  or  three 
years  in  which  we  have  no  complete  sta- 
tistics of  the  Commonwealth  ■  and,  in  order 
to  fill  the  gap,  it  is  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  some  action.  As  will  be 
readily  understood,  "the  lapse  of  time  makes 
the  statistics  more  difiicult  to  obtain ;  and, 
in  my  opinicm,  the  years  involved  are  im- 
pOTtant.  Coghlan's  Seven  Colonies  covers 
a  very  considerable  period,  and  turings  the 
statistics  of  Australia  and  New  Zsiland 
up  to  a  certain  time;  and  the  tmderstand- 
ing  was  that  Mr.  Coghlan  should  fill  up 
tlie  gap.  When  he  left  for  England,  he 
took  material  with  him,  so  I  understand, 
which  would  enable  him  to  bring  his 
volume  up  to  date;  but  I  have  seen  a 
newspaper  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Coghlan  does  not  propose  to  carry  out  the 
work.  If  that  be  so,  the  Commonwealth 
Statistician  ^ould  do  something,  or,  other* 
wise,  there  will  be  a  gap  of  two  or  three 
important  years  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Federation. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honwary 
Minister)  [8.12]. — T  can  assure  the  h<xior- 
able  member  that  there  will  be  no  gap. 
Arrangements  have  been  made,  and  are  be- 
ing carried  out,  to  effect  the  purpose  the 
honorable  member  has  indicated,  and  the 
whole  of  the  statistics  will  be  brought  up 
to  date  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [8.14].— I 
should  like  to  understand  whether  it  is 
proposed  tliat  Mr.  Coghlan  should  com- 
plete the  work,  or  whether  the  Goveniment 
Statistician  is  going  to  do  so.  The  original 
ajrangemenl  was  that  Mr.  Coghlan  should 
do  the  work,  ah3  I  think  the  Common- 
wealth will  be  very  well  served  if  that  ar- 
rangement can  be  carried  out,  even  if  there 
is  some  additional  expense. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [8.15]. — Mr.  Coghlan  decided 
not  to  cOTiplete  the  work,  and  therefore 
the  onus  has  been  thrown  pn  ^b?-Stfttjstical 
Department       Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  it  a  matter  of  nuxiey  ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  do  not  think  so, 
but  rather  that  it  is  a  matter  of  personal 
'  oxivenience. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.16].— 
The  Minister's  attention  should  be  drawn 
to  tbe  itera  of  £i,9S°  for  "  Other  print- 
ing." I  am  not  surprised  at  this 
axwmous  sum,  having  noted  the  absurdly 
expensive  me^thods  of  the  crffice,  and  the 
numerous  progressive  statistics  issued. 
Honorable  mMnbers  receive  a  monthly  pro- 
gressive report  of  trade  returns,  printed 
on  superfine  ipaper,  in  the  most  expensive 
style,  a  sheer  waste  of  moneJy.  At  the 
very  most,  these  repmlts  are  not  required 
more  than  onoe  every  three  months;  and 
even  that,  1  should  say,  is  unnecessary. 
We  do  not  need  to  have  printed  every 
mcMith  returns  of  the  shipping,  and  minor 
details  about  imports  and  exports.  Such 
information  might  be  all  very  well  duiing 
a  Tariff  discussion;  and  even  then  we  did 
not  get  the  exact  figures  from  the  statistical 
office.  In  my  opinion,  the  Minister  ought 
to  put  his  foot  down,  and  see  that  this 
extravagant  expenditure  is  stopped.  The 
printing  bill  is  already  very  OHisiderable, 
and  this  "other  printing"  is  unwarrant- 
able. I  should  not  complain  if  these  re- 
ports were  issued  every  half-year,  but,  eren 
then,  I  think  there  is  room  for  economy. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.18].— I  desire 
to  call  attention  to  the  large  increase  of 
expenditure  in  this  Department.  In  post- 
age and  telegrams  I  see  there  has  been 
spent  some  £,y>o,  and  I  desire  to  know 
whether  or  not  it  is  a  fact  that  in  some 
Departments  there  is  a  growing  practice  on 
the  part  of  officials  to  use  the  telegraphs 
when  not  really  necessary,  in  order  to  save 
the  trouble  of  corresponding  by  letter. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  much 
of  this  £^QO  haft  been  expended  in  postage 
and  how  much  in  unnecessary  telegrams. 
Then  there  is  another  large  item  of  /i,650 
for  temporary  assistance,  and  I  desire  to 
say  that,  in  my  opinion,  except  in  circum- 
stances of  extreme  urgency,  a  check  should 
be  placed  on  the  engagement  of  such  as- 
sistance. Although  employment  tem- 
porarilv  does  not  give  those  employed  a 
prior  right  to  permanent  apiwintments.  the 
general  impression  is  in  the  minds  of  those 
so  anploved  that  ihere  is  some  (defer- 
ential claim.  If  a  sta(f  is  insufficient  to 
Ho  the  work  required  it  ought  to  be  ascer- 
tained what  extra  assistance  is  required, 
and  permanent  appointments  ought  to  be 
made  to  meet  the  demand.     I  agree  with 


the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  that 
the  issue  of  monthly  reports  is  not  neces- 
sary. I  presume  ■  that  later  on  these 
monthly  reports  will  be  issued  annually 
in  volume  form,  and  will  require  to  be  re- 
printed ftnr  that  purpose.  I  think  that 
this  item  of  *'o&ier  printing"  might  be 
reduced,  and,  therefore,  I  mo\-e — 

That  the  item  "  Other  printing,  ;^3i95o,"  be 
reduced  by  ^i,ooo. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [8.2i]. — I  hope  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  will  not  persist  with  his 
amendment,  more  especially  as  the  major 
portion  of  this  year  s  wwk  has  already 
beoi  done,-  and,  consequently,  the  saving 
that  oould  be  made  would  be  infinitesimal. 
I  have  made  a  pranise  to  the  honcnable 
member  for  Coolgardie,  which  I  repeat  to 
the  hcxiorable  member  for  Lang,  that  the 
suggeAions  made  in  reference  to  the 
monthly  bulletin  shall  be  placed  before 
the  Minister,  and  an  effort  made  to  ^ect 
as  much  saving  as  .Is  reasonable  and 
proper. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.22].— I  have 
no  desire  to  press  the  amendment  if  the 
honorary  Minister  assures  us  that  he  will 
give  instructions  for  proper  economy  to  be 
exercised  in  this  printing.  I  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MALONEY  melbourne)  [8.23].— 
I  desire  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  hon- 
orable members  the  item  of  ^^104  for  crffice 
cleaners.  These  cleaners  are  women,  and 
their  method  of  appointment  is  most  un- 
satisfactory, seeing  that  there  is  a  separate 
list  kept  for  every  Department.  This  is 
the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  bring 
this  matter  forward,  and,  as  we  reccq^se 
under  the  Federal  Government  that  women 
doing  the  same  work  as  men  shall  receive 
similar  pay,  I  suggest  that  these  women 
cleaners  should  be  'taken  on  in  the  same 
way  as  men,  namely,  by  registration.  If 
that  were  done  charges  of  favoritism,  which 
I  think  have  some  tinge  of  support,  could 
not  be  made.  In  one  case,  I  regret  to 
sav.  there  was  made  a  charge  of  this  kind 
which  I  shall  later  on  bring  under  the 
notice  of  honorable  members. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.24]. — Reverting  to  the  question  of  sta- 
tistics, I  may  say  that  I  have  no  wish  what- 
ever to  see  the  mcmthly  bulletins  discon- 
tinued. They  serve  a  very  useful  func- 
tion, both  here  and  in  the  States. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  function  do  they 
serve?  Digitized  by  GoOqIc 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  place  be- 
fore us  as  quickly  as  possible  tabtdated  in- 
fonnatioa  relative  to  the  facts  with  which 
fhey  are  concerned,  instead  of  having  to 
wait  a  year  for  t+ie  information,  we  get  it 
montfaly. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Who  suggested  waiting  a 
year?  I  said  three  months,  and  so  did  the 
honoraUe  member  for  Lang. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  see 
vhat  would  be  gained  by  waiting  even 
three  months.  The  sooner  the  figures  are 
made  available  the  better. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^Tliey  only  compare 
month  with  mcmth  and  do  not  gi\'e  a  general 
survej-. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Cootgardie  has  said  that  the 
work  has  to  be  done  all  aver  again. 

Mr.  Mahon. — So  it  has. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  take  it  that 
when  the  statistics  are  made  up  month  by 
month  they  are  made  ready  for  use  in  per- 
manent form. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^That  shows  how  little  the 
honorable  member  knows  about  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suppose  that 
the  honcn-able  member  for  Coolgardie  knows 
it  all.  At  any  rate  the  tabulation  of  these 
figures  is  of  material  assistance  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  annual  volume.  I  challenge 
the  honorable  member  to  prove  to  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Just  in  the  same  way  as  a 
man's  monthly  balance  assists  in  preparing 
his  annual  balance. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so,  and 
no  bankn-  could  get  oa  withtMit  a  monthly 
balance. 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^But  he  does  not  publish 
bis  monthly  balances  to  the  world. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  world 
wants  this  infonnatim  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  way  in 
which  our  statistics  are  prepared,  and  I 
hope  to  see  the  Department  go  very  much 
farther,  instead  of  being  contracted  in  any 
way.  Indeed  I  rose  rather  to  make  a  sug- 
gesticm  as  to  the  expansion  of  the  Depart- 
ment rather  than  for  its  contraction.  I 
have  for  a  long  time  had  the  firm  ccn- 
viction  that  this  Census  Department  could 
be  made  of  material  assistance  to  the 
manufacture  and  producers  of  Australia, 
It  seems  to  me  that'  if  the  continent  is 
thoroughly  gripped  statistically,  it  ought 
iittiraztely  to  be  possible  to  forecast  with 
approximate  accuracy  the  manufacturing 
and  productive  requiremoits  of  Australia 
for  a  year  or  two  ahead.    I  think  that  if 
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these  statistics  were  made  readily  available 
to  our  manufacturers  and  producers,  they 
would  be  of  very  material  assistance  to 
them  as  indicating  the  particular  industries-- 
to  which  they  should  devote  their  capital' 
and  energies.  I  see  no  difficufty  in  making 
such  forecasts  upon  a  reasonably  appioxi- 
roa  e  basis.  I  hope  to  sea  the  Census  De- 
partment grow  in  that  direction  particularly. 
. I  see  no  reason  why  questions  relating  to- 
estimating  the  probable  avenues  of  emplov- 
ment  should  not  become  addenda  to  tlie- 
work  of  this  already  useful  Department.  I 
believe  that  if  its  energies  could  expand,  it 
would  be  of  great  assistance  both  to  the  un- 
employed in  Australia  and  to  manufacturers- 
and  producers.  I  know  that  it  cannot  be 
expanded  in  that  direction  yet,  because  its 
present  limited  sphere  has  not  been  fully 
exploited,  and  cannot  be  for  some  little 
time  to  come.  I  also  express  the  hope  that 
when  the  yearly  volumes  make  their  ap- 
pearance they  will  come  to  us  in  as  handy 
a  form  for  reference  as  we  have  been 
accustomed  to  in  the  bocAs  issued  bv  Mr. 
Coghlan.  I  do  not  think  that,  in  relation 
to  the  size  of  the  volumes  and  their  handi- 
ness  for  referenre  purposes,  Mr.  Coghlan's 
work  could  have  been  improved  upon.  But, 
as  far  as  I  have  seen,  I  have  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  Census  Department,  and  I 
hope  that  its  work  may  expand  rather  than 
be  contracted. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.31].— 
The  horrarable  member  who  has  just  re- 
sumed his  seat  has  managed  to  import  a 
great  deal  of  warmth  into  the  matter. 
He  has  also  misled  the  Committee  as  to 
the  exact  position  which  I  took  up.  What 
I  said  was  that  these  monthly  volumes- 
were  practically  of  no  use,  because  the 
figures  contained  in  them  were  merely  pro- 
gress figures,  which  had  to  be  altered 
periodically.  I  have  a  monthly  volume 
before  ma  now.  I  ask  any  honorable 
member  of  what  possible  use  it  is  to  us 
to  know  that  in  the  month  of  March, 
1907,  we  imported  from  oversea  JQ44 
worth  of  bones,  hoofs,  and  horns?  Would 
it  not  be  sufficient  to  know  that  we  im- 
ported £500  worth  of  bones,  hoofs,  and 
horns  in  the  year  1907  ? 
.  Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  should  sav  that 
it  would  be  of  the  Amost  importance  to  a 
man  who  deals  in  those  goods  to  see  the 
importations  month  bv  month. 

^fr.  MAHON.— He  could  get  all  the 
information  that  he  required  on  making 
inquiries  of  the  Customs  pepartmenL  I 
do  not  see  why  tlftsi©«Afin*sfi1vfelgl»)ouId 
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be  caJIed  on  lia  pay  for  this  mcmthly 
iafonnation  for  his  benefit.  Again,  it 
cannot  be  oi  much  use  to  anybody  to 
know  that  we  exported  j£i  worth  of  cur- 
rants in  March>  1907,  and  that  we  ex- 
ported jQS  worth  of  oversea  origin.  What 
practical  advantage  can  be  served  by  the 
monthly  publication  of  these  particulars? 
I  ask  honorable  monbers  to  loc^  through 
one  of  these  vt^umes  for  tbemselTCS,  and 
to  say  whether  the  statistics  are  worik 
printing  on  this  superic»-  paper.  PexaoD- 
allyj  I  do  not  tbii^  they  are.  When  «e 
receive  a.  bill  for  nearly  ^^4,000  for  print- 
ing for  this  new  office,  we  ought  to  begin 
to  inquire  whether  it  is  all  justified.  I 
regret  that  the  honorable  member  far  Lang 
has  decided  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Only  on  the  under- 
standing that  the  Minister  would  nake  in- 
quiries with  a  view  to  hanng  the  amourtt 
of  printing  curtailed. 

Mr.  MAHON.—That  is  not  a  promise 
of  much  value.  It  is  mexely  a  general 
undertaking.  I  do  not  mean  to  cast  any 
aspnsion  On  tibe  Bfinislfcr,  but  certainly 
a  gekieral  nndertakki^  is  not  so  vahiaUe 
as  a  specific  undertaking.  What  I  de- 
sire is  the  discontinuance  of  these  mcHithly 
volumes.  In  my  ofibaon,  it  would  be 
quite  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes 
to  have  liie  reports  issued  af  the  end 
of  every  three  months.  That  does 
not  mean  that  the  figures  would  ndl  be 
coBipLled  in  the  Depaitment  at  the  end 
of  every  month.  Any  honorable  member 
caa  satisfv  himaelf  tiiat  these  volames  are 
not  read  bv  members  of  Parliament  gene- 
rally. Thev  lie  aboot  nntouched.  I 
think  we  ougfht  to  take  advantage  of  the 
4^p(M*tunity  offered  to  make  a  very  consi- 
derable saving  in  this  very  heaw  item. 
With  a  view  of  impresang  upon  the  Go- 
vernment the  dearf^Ieness  of  discontinu- 
ing these  monthly  publications,  and  issuing 
the  statistics  not  oftener  than  every  three 
months,  I  move — 

That  the  item  *' Other  printing.  jf3»95o»" 
nducerf  hf  jQt-^ 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [8.35].— 
I  hope  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  will  not  press  his  amendment 
to  a  division.      I  regret  very  mud»  to 
hear  his  remarks.      I  have  always  been 
fond  of  the  study  of  statistics.     It  is  not 
often  that  I  find  myself  in  accord  with 
every  word  that  the  honorable  member  for 
^^^l^rramatta  savs,  but  I  must  pay  him  the 
-aliment  of  saying  that  I  agree  with 
remark  that  he  made  in  refoenoe  to 


tiie  ststiAics  pt^Iished  hy  the  Census  Of- 
fice. We  cannot  have  oor  statistics  pcd>- 
lished  too  promptly.  I  take  it  that  tfaeae 
monthly  issues  are  simply  Hke  bankers* 
monthlv  balances.  A  man  who  is  interested 
even  in  bones,  hoofs,  and  boms  may  want 
to  see  the  amoont  of  imports  and  exports 
in  any  particular  month.  The  bttiorable 
member  for  Cocrigardie  savs  that  a  busoness 
man  can  go  to  the  Customs  House  and 
aaoertain  what  he  wants  to  know.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  h(XK»able  member  has 
ever  tried  to  get  information  of  this  kind 
from  the  Customs  House.  I  once  spent 
three  months  in  hunting  up  infocmatiiHi  on 
a  subject;  and  I  say,  "  God  help  the  man 
who  goes  to  the  Custcuns  House  to  get 
statistics."  These  monthly  recwds  are 
not  meai^  to  be  read  from  ewer  to  cover, 
but  a  member  of  Parliament,  or  a  member 
of  the  public  who  wants  statistical  infor- 
mation on  any  subject  few  any  mcHith,  turns 
to  one  of  these  bo(^,  and  bunts  it  up.  I 
doubt  whether  the  moithly  issues  are  tiie 
cause  of  rnndi  exptnae.  Wbedier  tiiey  are 
or  not  can  be  ascertained  br  putti^  a 
question  to  the  Minister.  I  shall  certainly 
vote  against  the  amendment.  I  maintain 
that  we  do  not  spend  enough  in  collecting 
statistics.  The  natim  that  stands  foremost 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world  today  is 
America,  and  thm  is  no  nation  that 
spends  more  on  the  collection  and  publics* 
tion  of  statistical  information,  further, 
the  pricing  of  these  hoc^  ^ves  employ- 
ment to  men  who  support  the  party  to 
which  the  honorable  member  for  Coolg^vdie 
and  I  bekxig.  I  do  not  oppose  his  aaoeod- 
ment  for  that  reason,  however,  but  umply 
because  I  honestly  dtink  that  we  do  not 
spend  enough  money  on  ootleding  aUtutici. 
I  doubt  whether  mtch  money  would  be 
saved  if  we  discontinued  the  pubUcation  of 
the  mcnthly  statistical  volumes  In  any 
case,  the  figures  would  have  to  be  made  up 
monthly.  They  would  always,  have  to  be 
readv  to  hand,  month  by  month,  for  the 
preparation  of  the  quarterly  or  yearly 
volumes. 

Mr.  TOHNSON  Oang)  [8,3«].— I  do 
not  wi^  it  to  be  understood  that  I  denie 
in  anv  way  to  belittle  the  work  performed 
bv  the  Census  Office.  I  si^>pose  that  I  can 
appreciate  as  keenly  as  any  honorable 
member  can,  the  advantages  of  the  inftxr- 
mation  contained  in  these  statistical 
papers.  On  more  than  one  occasion  hon- 
orable mendiers  have  found  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  than  -4o  be  i  of  oon- 
siderable  8eTvio&giti^ntvit>3fi^l£remem- 
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bered  that  Parliament  is  not  sitting  all  the 
year  round.  If  the  statements  were  issued 
quarterly,  I  think  they  would  serve  all 
practical  purposes.  I  have  no  i^jecticm  to 
their  being  issued  monthly,  eacept  that  the 
coA  is  altQg^her  disproportionate  to  the 
aenice  rendered.  And  if  tbey  do  not 
lequiie  to  be  reset  in  the  annual  volumes 
the  ultimate  coEit  will  not  be  so  great.  It 
Wis  for  that  reason  that  I  called  attention 
to  what  I  thought  was  an  opportunity  for 
curtailing  expenditure  on  account  of  the 
printilng  of  the  Census  Oflioe. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  item  is  so  large 
partly  because  the  Commonwealth  is  now 
undertaking  work  whidi  Mr.  Coghlan  used 
to  do  for  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Not  in  the  same 
form. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Not  exactly ;  but  the 
woric  will  be  quite  as  good. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  monthly  state- 
ments are  liable  to  alteration  in  the  light 
of  fuller  particulars,  and  are,  therefore, 
only  approximatdy  Friable. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bbown. — Mr.  Coghlan 
used  to  issue  two  sets  of  statistics,  me  of 
them  being  issued  quarterly. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— A  quarterly  issue 
would  lessen  the  cost.  I  suggest  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  that,  as 
Ripply  for  only  two  months  oi  the  year 
reouins  unvoted,  he  should  withdraw  his 
amendment.  It  fd^obably  requires  only  a 
hint  from  the  Minister  to  insure  a  siJjstan- 
tial  reduction  of  expenditure  in  the  future. 

>lr.    DUGALD    THOMSON  <Nordi 
Sydne>  )  (8.43].— If  the  publications  of  the 
Statis6cal  Office  are  too  elaborate,  there  is 
too  much  economy  in  the  publication  of  the 
lists  of  Commonweakh  public  servants. 
These  hai-e   been   issued  loose,  without 
bindii^,  and  the  sheets  cannot  easily  be 
Icept  tc4;etber.    The  cost  of  printing  is  so 
targe  tlut  a  slight  extra  opense  en  binding 
would  be  amply  justified.    If  the  ^eets 
are  not  bound,  the  cost  incurred  in  printing 
will  be  practically  wasted. 
Amendment  n^atived. 
Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Division    26    {MeUmclogtctd  Branch), 

Wr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calaie) 
[g.^t;]. — I  feel  sure  Hiat,  under  the  able 
management  of  Mr.  Hunt,  the  Meteoro- 
logical Office  will  become  a  credit  to  the 
Commonwealth,  and  I  wish  to  point  out  a 
manner  in  which  its  usefulness  may  be  in- 
creased. In  New  South  Wales,  prior  to 
Federation,  weather  reports  were  sent  to 


selected  centres,  and  exhibited  at  the  local 
post-offices  for  public  infonnati<xi ;  hot 
since  Federation  the  number  of  these 
centres  has  been  hardly  increased.  This 
anomaly,  therefore,  now  exists,  that  a  num- 
ber of  o4her  townships  of  considerable  and 
growing  importanoe  are  not  supplied.  I 
urge  the  Government  to  increase  this  ser- 
vice, and  make  it  mote:  efficient.  Nothing 
can  be  of  greater  advantage  to  those  on  the 
land  than  to  have  timely  and  regular 
weather  information.  Where  stations  are 
connected  with  telephcMte  bureaux  it  ought 
to  be  possible  f<M-  diose  who  wi^  for  it  to 
obtain  weatho'  information  from  the  Iccal 
telegraph  office. 

Mr.  Frazbk. — Information  as  to  whetha 
it  is  likely  to  rain  not  day? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Foiecasts 
have  an  interest,  but  they  are  not  so  im- 
pCfftant  as  records  of  rainfall,  which  are 
extremdy  useful  to  those  who  are  dealing 
in  stock,  or  are  following  agriculturar  pur- 
Miits.  I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
take  every  means  to  make  tiie  Department 
as  useful  as  possible  to  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [8.49].— I  rise 
to  repeat  a  protest  which  I  made  once  be^ 
fore  in  reference  to  the  transfer  to  Mel- 
bourne of  the  Meteiological  Department, 
although  the  Meteorologist  declared  that 
this  is  not  the  best  position  for  it. 

Mr.  Page. — Where  is  the  best  position? 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— He  said  that  Sydney 
is  a  better  position,  because  the  climatic 
changes  there  are  not  so  frequent.  The 
Minister  of  Hcmie  Affairs,  however,  nrac- 
tically  told  him  that  it  was  none  of  his  busi- 
ness. Another  matter  to  which  I  draw  at- 
tention is  the  fact  that,  while  two  forecasts 
are  issued  every  twenty-four  hoars  for  the 
States  (rf  Victoria  and  Tasmania,  onlv  one 
is  published  for  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  there  is  a  feeling  amongst  those 
connected  with  shipping  in  Sydney  that 
they  are  not  getting  as  much,  or  as  reliable, 
informalion  frwn  the  Conunonu-ealth  as 
they  got  from  the  State.  I  think  that  the 
office  should  be  better  wtn-ked  undw  Com- 
monwealth control  than  under  State  control, 
and,  therefore,  I  join  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Calare,  with  whose  remarks 
I  cordially  agree,  in  urging  the  Minister 
ty  make  it  as  useful  as  possible. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dallev)  [8.52].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Nepean  has  brought  a 
very  important  raatta-  under  the  rotioe  of 
the  Minister.  T  wish  to  draw  attention  tn 
another  which  concerns  the  interests  of 
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-Sydney.    It  is  the  practice  to  fly,  from  the 
•tower  of  the  General  Post  Oflfce  there,  a 
.flag  warning  persons  of  the  approach  of  a 
"southerly,"  and  some  time  atgo  I  asked 
thAt  at  night-time  this  warning  might  be 
jjiven       means  of  a  lamp.     The  Post- 
master-General  told  me  that  the  matter 
came  under  the  Department  of  Home  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Mauges. — I  also  said  th^  the  har- 
bor authwities  urged  that  the  light  should 
not  be  showa  The  harbormaster,  in  per- 
sonal conversatim,  and  by  writing,  urged 
me  on  no  account  to  sanction  it. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  could  understand  the 
harbormaster  objecting  to  lights  which 
might  confuse  navigation ;  but  a  red  light 
on  the  tc^  of  the  Post  Office  tower  would 
be  too  high  to  do  so.  Many  a  catastrophe 
might  have  been  avmded  had  this  warning 
been  given  in  the  past.  I  speak  on  behalf 
of  those  who  earn  a  livelihood  on  the  water, 
or  pass  their  time  on  it  in  pleasuring. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
bei'  urge  his  request  in  spite  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  harbonnaster  ? 

Mr.  WILKS. — A  broader  expression  of 
opini(Hi  should  be  asked  For.  I  do  not  say 
■that  the  harb(»:master  is  so  jealous  of  the 
powers  of  the  Board  that  he  would  say 
that  a.  thing  was  dangerous  if  he  believed 
it  not  to  be ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  be 
has  «taggerated.  The  experience  I  gained 
by  yachting  in  my  younger  days  tells  me 
that  the  light  would  not  create  any  confu- 
sion. Any  one  on  the  harbor  would  have 
to  look  upwards  at  an  angle  of  about  75 
degrees  in  order  to  see  it.  I  ask  the  Min- 
ister to  cause  further  inquiry  to  be  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [S-SS]-— Per- 
-faaps  the  Postmaster-General  will  tell  the 
•Committee  whether  the  harbormaster  ad- 
vanced any  leascm  why  this  light  should 
mot  be  exhibited? 

Kir.  Mauger. — ^We  made  inquiries,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  cehain  that  it  was.  the 
harbormaster  who  objected ;  but  the  ship- 
ping authorities  urged  that  it  should  not 
be  done,  as  the  light  might  be  mistaken 
by  vessels  at  sea,  and  a  disaster  oc- 
casioned. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It   would  be  im- 
possible for  a  vessel  along  the  coast  to 
see  a  light  nhibited  from  the  top  of  the 
Sydney  General  Post  Office;    the  head- 
land would  obscure  it.     A  red  light  need 
not  necessarily  be  shown.    Another  colour 
■■r  a  flashlight  could  be  used ;  but  it  is 
■inly  desirable  that   there   should  be 
such  warning,  if   it  can  be  given 


without  risk.  I  do  not  desire  to  set  my 
opinicxi  against  that  of  the  shipping  au- 
thaities. 

Mr.  HtJME  Cook. — Yie  shall  have  in- 
quiries made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  would  be  desir- 
able Yo  arrive  at  a  sdwme  wheret^  ship- 
ping in  the  harbor  could,  without  danger 
to  shipping  outside,  be  warned  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a  "  southerly." 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisini    27    {W&rks   and  Buildings), 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [8.57].— 
This  divisi(xi  provides  for  an  expenditure 
of  ^^29,824  in  respect  of  rent.  It  calls 
for  attention  that  in  some  of  the 
States  the  Commmwealth  is  renting 
buildings  in  townships  where  we 
should  have  our  own  structures.  I  have 
often  drawn  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  want  of  foresight  shown  by  the 
Government  in  failing  to  purchase  suit- 
able sites  in  new  centres — mcse  particu- 
larly in  Western  Australia — and  erecting 
thereon  their  own  postal  buildings.  We 
find,  however,  that  year  after  year  the 
Government  continue  to  pay  exorbitant 
rents  to  private  individuals  for  infericv 
accommodaiion.  For  a  much  smaller 
capital  oiftlay  they  could  provide  build- 
ings adequate  for  their  needs,  with  suffi- 
cient accommodation  for  their  officers. 
Considerable  econcHnies  could  thus  be  ef- 
fected. It  is  a  rather  sad  commentary  on  tbe 
public  spirit  of  the  Administration  to  find 
in  some  parts  of  Australia  banking  institu- 
tions and  private  individuals  erecting  ex- 
pensive buildings,  whilst  the  Ciovemment 
is  represented  by  an  iron  shed  in  whicfa 
the  temperature  dtu'ing  the  summer  mcxiths 
>s  ahnost  unbearaUe.  I  do  not  suggest 
that  the  Government  should  erect  public 
(^Sces  in  towns  that  are  purely  ephemeral ; 
I  am  speaking  now  of  proved  gold- 
fields,  which  are  likely  to  remain  for  many 
generations  permanent  cerftres  of  popula- 
tion. Although  the  Government  might 
have  to  expend  a  considerable  amount  in 
giving  effect  to  this  suggestion,  they  would, 
in  the  long  run,  effect  considerable  sav- 
ings, I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  give 
the  matter  his  attention. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9-1].— This 
divi^on  makes  provisions  for  repairs  and 
maintenance  of  postal  and  telegraphic 
buildings.  When  last  year's  Estimates 
were  under  consideration,  I  drew  the  at- 
tention of  the  Postmastn-General  to  some 
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very  necessary  work — the  painting  of  the 
Manicknlle  Post-<^fice — which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  have  carried  out.  The 
Minister  then  gave  me  to  understand  that 
be  had  oUcained  from  his  oflkers  some  in* 
fonnation  which  led  him  to  believe  that 
(be  wwk  had  been  carried  out  since  I  had 
previously  brought  the  matrer  under 
notice.  When  I  went  home  during  the 
teces&T  however,  I  found  that  it  had  not 
been  touched ,  but  that  some  internal 
work,  which  I  did  not  consider  of  special 
urgency,  and  which  I  had  never  asked 
for,  had  been  done.  I  made  a  further 
representaticNi  to  the  Postmaster-General, 
who  assured  me  that  the  painting  of  the 
exterior  would  be  carried  out ;  but,  altiiough 
I  have  made  represmtaticms  to  the  De- 
partment of  Home  Affairs,  have  inter- 
viewed Mr.  Oakeshatt,  who  has  charge  of 
the  wwks  branch  of  the  Home  Affairs 
Offire  in  Sydney,  and  have  repeatedly  in- 
terviewed the  Deputy  Postmaster-General, 
nothing  has  yet  been  done.  The  last  re- 
port that  I  received  was  that  a  ^tate  c^Bdal 
had  said  that  the  work  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
that  is  ccMitinually  occurring. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— What  right  has  any 
State  offidal  to  say  that  a  Comnxxiwealth 
work  should  or  should  not  be  done? 

Mr.  Mauger. — At  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  ijrdered  a  galvanized- iron 
fence  to  be  erected  in  a  certain  place  where 
it  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
children.  The  State  authorities,  however, 
blocked  the  work  for  mcmths,  until  T 
ordered  that  it  should  be  done  forthwith. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  When  Common- 
wealth work  is  appro\'ed,  it  is  often 
blocked  at  every  turn  by  the  Public  Wwks 
Departments  of  the  States,  and  will  not  be 
carried  out  until  State  undertakings  have 
been  attended  to. 

Mr,  IklAUGER. — ^Where  they  object  to  a 
Commonwealth  work  they  passively  oppose 
it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — It  is  worth  consider- 
ing whether  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs  should  not  have  an  independent 
Works  Branch.  I  raise  my  protest  against 
the  delav  in  carrying  out  work  already  ap- 
proved, and  against  the  unnecessary  and 
unwarrantable  interposition  of  States 
oflbials  with  the  object  of  thwarting  the 
inteotion  of  the  Commonwealth  Ministers  in 
ngard  to  sudi  undertakings.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  Marrickville  Post-office  is 
mnply  disgraceful.  The  exteriw  walls — 
where  street  loungers  lean  against  them — 


are  greasy,  dirty,  and  shabby  looking,  be- 
sides being  insanitary,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  from  the  Minister  an  assurance 
that  they  will  be  painted  forthwith. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.7].— The 
objectim  raised  by  the  hfXMH-aUe  member 
for  Lang  applies  to  almost  every  Depart- 
ment which  has  to  invoke  the  assistance  of 
the  Works  Departments  of  the  States.  The 
latter  seem  to  make  it  a  practice  to  shelve 
Ccxnmonwealth  wwk  as  long  as  States  work 
remains  to  be  done.  There  may  be  finan- 
cial reasons  why  we  cannot  establish  a 
WcH-ks  Department  of  our  own.  It  would, 
doubtless,  involve  an  expenditure  so  stupen- 
dous that  I  do  not  think  we  should  be 
justified  at  present  in  imdertaking  it;  but 
we  should,  at  all  events,  give  the  (^Boers  of 
the  various  Departments  more  power  than 
they  appear  to  have  to  carry  out  works  in- 
volving a  trifling  expenditure,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  Works  Departments  of 
the  States.  For  some  time  there  has  been 
a  proposal  to  erect  a  new  post-office  at 
Katoomba,  and  also  wie  at  Lithgow.  The 
site  for  a  new  post-office  at  Katoomba  has 
been  purchased,  and  I  understand  that  plans 
have  been  prepared,  but,  although  the  mat- 
ter has  been  in  hand  for  some  years,  I  do 
not  know  that  a  transfer  has  actually 
been  drawn  up.  The  work  was  deter- 
mined upcm  before  I  entered  this  House, 
and  still  the  townspeople  are  crying  out 
for  it,  and  the  Department  is  paying  a 
much  larger  rent  than  the  interest  on  the 
proposed  outlay  would  involve.  No 
headway  seems  to  have  been  made. 
The  case  of  the  Lithgow  Post-office  is  even 
worse,  because  the  Department  has  not  yet 
made  up  its  mind  where  they  will  place  it. 
Before  we  adjourned,  an  item  of  ;;^i,ooo 
was  placed  on  the  Estimates  towards  this 
building,  and,  in  my  youthful  parliamen- 
tary innocence,  I  thought  the  matter  was 
quite  settled.  However,  nothing  has  been 
d(xie;  and  there  is  a  dispute  amongst 
the  townspeople  themselves  as  to  where 
the  r^ce  ought  to  be.  Owing  to  the  pre- 
sent arrangements  the  business  is  in  a  state 
of  chaos ;  and  I  think  the  Department 
ought  to  take  on  itself  the  responsibli-y 
of  saving  where  the  post-ol5ce  shall  be 
placed.  I  understand  that  the  De- 
partmental Inspectors  have  on  two  dif- 
ferent occasions  recommended  sites ;  and 
the  late  Postmaster- General  visited  the 
place,  and  selected  one  for  himself. 

Mr.  Mauger. — After  the  late  Postmas- 
ter-General  had  „mde  jn?rde»*i».  the 
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ground  was  unsafe,  and  strcxigly  reoam- 
mended  that  die  building  should  not  be 
placed  there. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Then  the  Department 
ought  to  have  selected  another  site.  At  the 
present  time,  owing  tb  want  of  room,  do 
pttson  can  write  a  telegram  at  the  office  at 
Lithgow  without  everybody  seeing  what  is 
written. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  was 
there  two  years  ago,  and  was  then  going  to 
have  things  alt^d  immediately. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Well,  nothing  has 
been  done  yet ;  and  oflScers  and  public  are 
alike  incwivenienced.  I  trust  that  the  De- 
partment will  see  that  there  is  no  further 
irritating  delay,  because  I  am  tired  of  bring- 
ing this  matter  np  again  and  again. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to.  - 

Division  28  {Governor-GeneraV s  Estab- 
lishmetU),  ^£8,189. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [9-16]-—. 
The  »pendituie  on  these  vice-regal  estab- 
lishmeitts  continues  to  expand.  There  is 
no  incvease  in  the  cost  of  maintaining 
Government  House  in  SydneV)  but  I 
think  that  if  the  Govraimient  were  doing 
their  duty  a  decrease  would  be  shown  in 
Biis  connexion.  I  have  no  caiception  of 
the  purpose  for  which  an  establishment  for 
the  Governor-General  is  maintained  in  Syd- 
ney. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  is  dcme  under  an  Act. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  know  of  no  Act  which 
compels  the  Go^-emor-Genera!  to  live  in 
Svdnev,  or  in  one  particular  spot  within 
the  Commonwealth.  At  all  events,  it 
costs  £,^,S^S  to  "P  Sydney  Go- 
vernment House  for  the  Governor-General, 
and  seeing  that  we  are  providing  j^4.ooo 
odd  for  a  residence  for  His  Excellency  in 
Melbourne,  I  th'.nk  the  expenditure  in 
Sydney  is  sheer  waste.  Then,  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  this  ;^^2»585  does 
not  represent  the  tdtal  outlay. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Not  by  a  long  way ! 

Mr.  MAHON. — In  subdivision  No.  3 
we  find  a  sum  of  ^^698  put  down  for  non- 
recurring works  at  Government  House, 
Sydney.  If  the  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  knows  of  any  additional  expenditure 
concealed  elsewhere  in  the  Estimates,  I 
hope  he  will  take  the  Committee  into  his 
confidence.  It  is  not  enough  for  tlie  Go- 
vernment to  declare  that  the  Estimates  are 
similar  to  those  of  last  year.  An  establish- 
ment of  the  kind  in  Sydney  is  a  mere  show 
place,  and  of  no  practical  value  to  the 
Commonwealth.    No  man,  woman,  or  child 


in  Australia  is  better  for  this  expenditure — - 
certainly  sot  those  in  the  back  blocks,  who 
have  to  pay  the  taxes  to  keep  this  estaUish- 
ment  going. 

Mr.  Hemst  Waxjs. — How  can  we  haw 
a  Governor-General  wUbout  properly  hous- 
ing him? 

Mr.  MAHON.— There  is  a  Government 
House  in  Mdboume. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Ltne. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  it  unfair  to  have  a  Govern- 
ment House  in  Sydnev? 

Mr.  Page. — Why  not  one  in  Brisbane  ? 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment were  atting  in  Sydney,  I  ^ould  op- 
pose the  upkeep  of  a  Government  House  in 
Melbourne. 

Mr.  Hensv  Wn.i.is. — One-third  of  the 
pe(^le  of  Australia  live  in  New  South 
Wales, 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  do  not  see  the  rele- 
vance of  that  fact. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — There  is  some 
society  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Then  the  Gmemment 
House  there  is  kept  up  for  the  benefit  of 
society  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Of  course;  we 
cannot  live  without  society. 

Mr.  MAHGN.~If  the  Government 
House  in  Sydney  is  merely  for  the  benefit 
of  society,  f  suggest  the  elimination  of  the 
subdivision  No.  1.  Let  society  pay  for  its 
own  entertainment.  The  hoiwrable  mem- 
ber belongs  to  a  party  which  is  eternally 
declaiming  against  class  legisIatxKir  and  yet 
he  is  prepared  to  maintain  an  establish- 
ment carried  on  solely  for  tfie  benefit  of  one 
class  of  society. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— The  humblest 
people  go  there. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Surely  a  very  smell 
number.  I  venture  to  say  that  very  few 
of  the  honorable  member's  constitutents 
visit  Government  House. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — When  they  are  not 
there,  their  representative  is. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Then  they  enjoy  them- 
selves by  proxy.  However,  I  think  there 
is  no  real  justification  for  this  item  in  the 
Estimates,  arxl  I  offer  that  opinion  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  Treasurer.  If  the 
Government  House  in  Sydney  were  of  any 
utility,  I  should  not  a  have  a  word  to  say  ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  a  piece  of  extravagance 
whidi  the  taxpayers  of  th&>Cbaunanwealth 
ought  not  to  be  oedipeHedMQ<S^  tC 
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Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.21].— We  now 
ace  the  evil  of  Sui^v  Bilb  every  tiro  or 
tfiree  mnnrhs,      Here  is  an  item  in  vhidk 
MBe  retrencfament  migbt  be  made,  but^  of 
coiBse,  no  Utep  can  be  taken  becanae  ten 
■innths  o€  the  financial  year  have  already 
^psed.     The  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie  may  not  have  taken  a  very  popular 
stand,  but  it  is  a  good  stand,  aqd  I  hope 
that  on  the  next  Estimates  we  shall  not 
have  the  expenditure  proposed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  up  establishments  for  the 
Governar-GoieraK  in  vaiious  States.  One 
establishment  at  the  Seat  of  Govenonent 
is.  qoite  sufficient,  and,  tfaoiudi  I  naturally 
sbould  like  to  see  His  Excellency  visit  my 
own  Stat^  I  consider  the  present  expendi- 
ture extravagant.     I  may  point  out,  how- 
erer,  that  the  honorable  manber  for  Cool- 
gardie  has  not  presented  the  matter  in  its 
worst  li^it,  because,  in  additicm  to  the 
^8.189  required  for  the  establishments  in 
Melbourne  and  Sydney,  we  find,  on  refer- 
ence to  page  41  of  the  Estimates,  a  sum  of 
j^2,2oo  for  the  Governor- General's  office, 
whKrh  means  printing  and  stationery,  tele- 
grams, and  so  forth. 

Sir  WuuAU  Lyme. — ^We  ore  not  discuss- 
ing that  item  now. 

Mr.  WI1.KS.— I  am  merely  incidentally 
referring  to  it.  We  thus  have  an 
expenditure  of  ^10,000  per  annum 
over  and  above  the  salary  paid  to 
the  Governor-General,  and  I  think  the 
public,  if  they  knew  the  facts,  would  have 
a  per^t  right  to  clamour  against  such  ex- 
travagantx.  I  know  it  is  (Xily  beating  the 
ak  for  any  man  to  attack  such  an  august 
institution  as  the  Governor-Gaieral*s  estab- 
liAment.  We  deare  to  have  the  ablest 
men  to  fill  that  position ;  but  the  people  are 
entitled  to  know  that  when  they  pay  the 
salary  they  do  so  "  all  in."  If  we  pay 
the  Governor- General  y^io.ooo  a  year,  and 
it  proves  insufficient,  we  ought  not,  by  such 
items  as  these  to  which  I  have  referred, 
increase  the  expenditure  by  another 
;£io,ooo.  The  public  ought  to  know  that, 
directly  and  indirectly,  the  Governor- 
General  costs  over  ;^zo,ooo  per  annum. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — These  tele- 
grams and  so  forth  are  offidal,  and  we  do 
not  want  the  Governor-General  to  pay  the 
cost. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No,  but  the  public  gene- 
rally believe  that  the  Governor-General 
costs  j^io,ooo  a  year,  and,  having  their 
own  business  to  attend  to,  they  do  not 
know  that  there  is  an  additional  ;£io,ooo 
expended.    All  we  can  do  now  is  to  draw 


attendoo  to  the  matter,  because  Supply 
has  already  bera  granted  foe  ten  moiMhs 
Di  the  year.  In  addition  to  Ae  Go- 
vecoor-General,  there  are  the  States  Go- 
vernors ;  and,  in  my  opini(»i,  the  people  of 
Australia  are  paying  too  dearly  for  services 
of  this  character.  At  the  Sydney  Govern- 
ment House  ;£55o  is  paid  to  caretakers,, 
charwomen,  and  in  miscellaneous  ex- 
penditure, while  the  maintenance  of 
the  house  is  £,y>9,  and  of  the  grounds 
is  j£i,ooo,  while  ^£30  is  expended 
on  diiiia,  glass,  and  so  faHh;  axkd 
all  these  diarges  are  duplicated  in 
Melbourne.  All  this  is  an  aivument  ftv 
the  speedy  s^Iement  of  the  Capital  Site 
and  the  estabtisfament  of  one  Governor- 
General's  residence  there.  I  believe  in 
paying  our  Governor-General  a  salary  com- 
HKnsurate  with  the  position  which  he  occu- 
pies in  Australia.  But  when  we  see  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  receives 
^'"^y  per  annum,  and  has  a  civil 

list  prop(»tionate  to  that,  whilst  our  Go- 
vernor-General receives  ;^io,ooo  and  has 
in  addition  a  civil  list  amounting  to  quite 
as  much,  there  is  reason  for  inquiry.  If 
there  are  to  be  saving;!,  I  believe  in  start* 
ing  from  the  head  and  not  from  the  lower 
ranks,  where  there  is  less  room  for 
CGonomy.  I  am  not  cavilling  at  the 
amoiut,  bm  if  I  were  an  elector  and  saw 
that  in  addition  to  the  Governor-General's 
salary  of  0,000  there  was  an  additional 
experkditure  of  ;£  10000  on  his  establish- 
ment, I  confess  that  I  should  be  stag- 
gered. What  is  the  explanation?  We 
are  told  that  the  Governor- General  enter- 
tains largely.  Well,  we  do  not  expect 
our  Governor-General  to  be  merely  a  sodal 
pivot.  We  desire  him  to  be  a  connecting 
link  between  us  and  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. It  has  to  be  remembered  that  many 
men  who  have  come  to  Australia  to  be  Go- 
vernors or  Gov»nors-General  have  done  so 
to  enaUe  them  to  rehabilitate  their  own 
fortunes. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Oh  I 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  all  very  weU  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Nepean  to  say, 
*'  Oh,"  but  the  facts  are  as  I  have  stated 
them.  I  do  not  say  our  Governors  or 
Governors-General  have  made  money  out 
of  their  positi<»is,  but  I  do  say  that  many 
of  them  ha^'e  come  to  Australia  to  rehabili- 
tate their  own  private  fortunes.  What  I 
mean  is  that  they  make  a  saving  by  being 
enabled  to  live  in  Australia  without  in- 
curring the  expenditure  to.  which  ithey  are 
put  when  in  Engbundi  by  L:i£t0^Qhat  an 
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expenditure  of  ;^io,ooo  in  addition  to  the 
Governor- General's  salary  is  more  than 
we  ought  to  incur.  In  my  opinion,  the 
honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  has  done 
well,  in  bringing  the  matter  forward.  No 
matter  is  touched  more  gingerly  than  ex- 
penditure relative  to  the  Governor-General. 
-But  it  is  necessary  to  critidse  these  mat- 
ters sometimes.  I  suppose  that  while  we 
expect  the  Governor- General  to  perambu- 
late between  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  we 
shall  have  to  incur  extra  expenditure.  I 
hope  that  what  has  occurred  will  induce 
the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  to 
urge  the  speedy  settlement  of  the  Federal 
Capital  question. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[9.30]. — It  is  generally  agreed  that  we 
should  have  a  repreaentaHve  of  the  King 
in  Australia,  and  ve  should  house  him  de- 
cently. To  talce  excepttcm  to  such  items 
as  have  been  criticised  is  a  mistake.  Items 
such  as  telephones  and  postage  do  not 
really  involve  actual  expenditure.  They 
are  merely  bookkeeping  entries.  Then, 
again,  we  have  to  maintain  the  houses  and 
grounds  which  are  provided  for  the  Go- 
vernor-General's use.  The  grounds  are 
maintained  as  much  for  the  pleasure  of 
the  public  as  for  the  use  of  the  Governor- 
General.  Espedally  is  that  the  case  in 
VictOTia,  where  virtually  no  txie  is 
excluded  itom  Government  House  grounds 
cn  reception  days.  As  far  as  I  can 
und»stand,  many  of  these  items  are 
merely  bookkeeping  oitries;  and  when 
they  are  duplicated  it  simply  means 
that  they  are  cross-entries.  Then  as 
to  the  Government  House  in  Syd- 
ney, does  any  one  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  keep  the  represen- 
tative of  the 'King  all  the  year  round  in 
the  climate  of  Melbourne,  when  he  could 
enjoy  life  in  Sydney? 

Mr.  Crouch. — Why  not  have  a  Govern- 
ment House  in  every  country  town? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Governor- 
General  visits  every  State  in  the  Uni<Mi, 
and  he  goes  as  the  welcxxne  guest  of  the 
people.  New  South  Wales  has  provided  a 
residence  for  His  Excellency.  What  more 
could  she  do? 

Mr.  Pace. — Pay  for  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— She  does  pay 
for  it. 

Mr.  Pace. — No;  the  people  of  the 
Commonwealth  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  has  to  be 
remembered  that  one-third  of  the  people  of 
the  CommcMiwealth   live   in   New  South 


Wales,  and  they  wish  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  Viceroy.  The  Governor- General 
of  Canada  has  one  residence  at  Ottawa 
and  another  in  Quebec.  DufTerCn  TerracCr 
Quebec,  is  a  ^reat  public  prommade,  and 
a  very  beautiful*  place  it  is,  too,  right 
alon^ide  the  St.  Lawrence.  There  is 
nothmg  to  take  exception  to  in  these 
amounts,  .unless  honorable  members  wish 
to  break  down  our  present  system  of  Go- 
vernmeiA,  and  say  that  we  shall  have  a 
republic. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  expense  would  be 
greater  then. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.-It  would  in- 
deed be  very  much  greater.  As  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  President  of  the  United 
StatK,  we  really  do  not  know  what  the 
total  amount  is.  We  are  told  that  the 
President  receives  ^^10,000  per  annum,  b»t 
y/e  do  not  know  what  the  other  expenditure 
is.  Certainly  the  cost  of  maintaining  a  great 
establishment  like  the  White  House  at 
Washington  must  be  greater  than  ;^io,ooo 
a  year.  There  are  items  in  the  Estimates 
ot  more  importance  than  this,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  reascm  for  cavilling 
at  the  expenditure  involved  in  enabling  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  to  continue 
their  hospitality  to  the  Govemor-GeneraK 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.34].— I  be- 
lieve that  the  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  was  intended  to  show 
whv  we  should  proceed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  fix  upon  a  site  for  the  Federal  Capital. 
At  the  same  time,  we  should  not  overlook 
the  fact  that  when  we  do  have  such  a 
place — "  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished  " — the  people  of  Afelboume  and 
Sydney  will  still  desire  to  see  ^e  Go- 
vernor-General occasionally. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Instead'  of  having  two 
establishments  we  shall  want  three. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes;  there  will  be 
three  establishments  the^i,  which  will  have 
to  be  kept  up.  I  think  that  there  would 
not  be  so  much  comment  upon  this  expendi- 
ture if  the  Governor-General  were  to  distri- 
bute his  favours  a  little  more  evenlv  be- 
tween the  two  capitals.  Sydney  sees  too 
little  of  the  GovernorGeneral  in  compari- 
son with  Melbourne.  It  must.  I  think,  be 
admitted  by  Ministers  that  His  Excellency 
spends  more  of  his  time  in  Melbourne  than 
in  Sydney.  He  goes  to  Sydney  at  Eastw 
for  a  little  while,  but  I  am  not  sure  that 
he  goes  at  any  other  time  of  th'e  year 
unless  for  a  flyinjg  visit. 

Mr.  Austin   CHAPMAN.-r^Oh,    yp,  he 


does. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— At  any  rate,  the 
people  of  Sydney  would  like  to  see  him  a 
little  oftener.  There  is  a  feeling  that  Mel- 
bourne enjoys  something  of  a  monopoly  of 
the  advantages  accruing  from  the  presence 
of  the  Governor- Gt-neral  and  his  suite  in 
dm  city.  My  only  complaint  is  that  we 
do  not  see  him  quite  as  often  as  we 
dxMild  like  in  the  pcinapal  city  of  the 
CoauDCKiwealUi.  There  is,  1  notice,  a  great 
difference  between  tbe  cost  of  the  upkeep 
of  Goveriunent  Houses  in  Melbourne  and 
Sydney.  There  is  a  difference  of  jdoo 
in  the  upkeep  of  tbe  grounds  alone.  For 
ihe  u[Jceep  of  the  grounds  in  Sydney  there 
is  an  expoiditure  of  ^1,000;  whilst  on 
the  grounds  in  Melbourne  there  is  an  ex- 
penditure of  ;^i,3oo.  Then,  again,  for 
the  House  itself  there  is  jQsoo  for  ma:ln- 
tenanoe  in  Sydney,  and  ;^6oo  in  Mel- 
bourne. In  Melbourne  again  sanitation 
and  water  supply  absorb  j£i,i6S,  There 
is  an  increase  in  the  appropriaticm  for 
the  Melbourne  establishment  to  that  ex- 
tent, the  amount  last  year  being  ^^2,915, 
whilst  this  year  it  is  ;£4,oB^.  Perhaps 
the  Minister  in  charge  will  explain  what 
is  meant  by  the  item  "  non-recurring 
works'*  on  account  of  both  Melbourne  and 
Sydney  Governmerit  Houses,  and  why  the 
whole  of  the  expenditure  in  connexion  with 
Govenmient  House  is  not  placed  under 
one  heading?  When  we  have  dealt  with 
it  under  tt^  Department  of  Hone  Affairs 
we  should  not  have  to  deal  with  it  again 
in  connesdon  witib  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.. — The  explana'tiwi  is 
that  m  the  one  case  the  amount  is  more 
or  less  personal,  and  in  the  other  it  is 
purely  c^dal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Would  it  not  be 
more  convenient  to  have  this  expenditure 
plaoed  under  one  heading  under  one  De- 
partment? One  would  then  be  able  "to 
know  what  was  spent  on  Government 
House  without  having  to  search  through 
different  divisicuis  of  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  BowDEK. — ^Will  tht  Minister  ex-" 
plain  what  is  meant  'the  expenditure 
on  sanitation  and  water  supply? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Hon- 
orary Minister)  [9.40]. — For  sOTie  time 
past  the  State  Premier  of  Victoria  has 
been  asked  to  come  to  an  understanding 
with  us  in  respect  to  this  item.  In  Sydney 
tbe  State  Government  pays  out  of  its  own 
funds  the  expenses  connected  with  sani- 
tation and  water  supply.  In  Melbourne, 
however,  after  a  long  series  of  negotia- 
tkns.  the  State  Premier  declined  to  do 
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so,  and  as  we  are,  so  to  speak,  tenants-at- 
will,  we  must  meet  the  obligation. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — These  are  practicall] 
water  and  sewerage  rates? 

Mr,  HUME  COOK.— Yes.  The  roonev 
is  paid  to  the  Melbourne  and  Metrc^litan 
Board  of  Works. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  anything  paid  to  the 
Sydney  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— No,  or,  if  so,  k 
is  paid  by  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.42].— 1 
quite  see  that,  in  view  of  the  refusal  of 
the  State  Government,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  Commonwealth  to  pay  this  amount. 
We  have  to  thank  the  people  of  Victoria 
for  their  hospitality  in  housing  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  and  Governor- 
General  in  the  temporary  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment; but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  ptd)lic  spirit  of  New  South  Wales, 
under  more  difficult  circumstances,  is  a< 
least  not  less  than  that  of  Victoria,  for 
New  South  Wales  does  not  charge  us  for 
this  item,  while  Victoria  does.  I  rise  to 
point  out  that,  while  we  properly  rect^nise 
the  advantages  which  we  enjoy  here,  there 
is,  in  the  instance  before  us,  evidence  of 
a  growing  restiveness  in  certain  official 
Victorian  quarters  at  our  continued  resi- 
dence here,  in  view  of  which  it  is  desir- 
able that  we  should,  at  ^e  earliest 
moment,  get  into  quarters  of  our  own  a1 
the  Seat  of  Government  in  New  South 
Wales,  when  chosen. 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphan. — It  has  been 
chosen. 

Mr.  KELLY.— When  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal Site  is  finally  decided  on,  I  am  glad 
to  believe  that  it  will  not  be  where  tbe 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  desires  to 
have  it,  but  at  a  site  within  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution.  I  merely  point  the 
moral  of  the  demand  of  the  Victorian 
Government  for  an  increased  payment  for 
the  water  supply  and  sanitation  of  Go- 
vernment House, 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.45!.— The 
Minister  has  stated  that  the  Common- 
wealth is  a  tenant-at-wiU  of  the  Victorian 
Government.  I  understand  that  we  have 
a  lease  of  these  buildings  for  as  long  as 
we  choose  to  occupy  them,  and  I  ask  whe- 
ther there  is  not  a  similar  arrangement  in 
regard  to  Government  House?  The  Pre- 
mier of  Victoria,  in  his  too- frequently  ex- 
pressed desire  to  beHttle  Fecterationi 
wishes  to  build  [^«^AfcPWJgWcrnment 
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Howe  grounds,  not,  I  think,  because  tbey 
afford  the  best  site  available,  but  because 
he  does  not  wish  to  have  the  Governor- 
General  where  he  is.  If,  however,  the 
Commonwealth  holds  Government  House 
on  the  terms  I  have  indicated,  we  should 
have  to  be  consulted  before  anything  could 
be  done. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honor- 
ary Minister)  [9.46]. — I  find  from  the 
oMcers  of  the  Department  that  my  state- 
ment is  correct,  but  lhat  we  are  not  in 
danger  of  losing  possession  of  either  Go- 
x-ernment  House  or  this  building,  because 
we  may  hold  them  as  long  as  we  choose  to 
occupy  them.  The  two  non-recurring 
items  about  which  I  have  been  questioned 
are  for  the  replacing  of  broken  china,  the 
upholstering  of  furniture,  and  the  making 
of  slight  alterations  in  the  two  Government 
Houses. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  29  (A/iscellemeous),  £$7,900. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [9.47].  —  Can 
the  Minister,  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
expenditure  of  ^^1,500  for  lighthouses, 
tell  the  Committee  when  it  is  proposed  to 
transfer  the  control  of  lighthouses  to  the 
Commonwealth?  'In  1901  the  then  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Customs  informed  me 
that  the  transfer  would  be  made  in  about 
six  months,  but,  although  six  years  have 
elapsed  since  then,  nothing  has  been  dcme. 
If  the  Minister  can  make  an  authoritative 
statement  on  the  subject,  it  will  be  a  great 
convenience  to  a  large  number  of  men  who 
are  preparing  for  examinations  to  enable 
them  to  be  transferred  from  the  non-cleri- 
cal to  the  clerical  division  of  the  State 
service. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [9.49]. — Information  relating  to 
lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys  has  been 
collected  from  various  authorities,  iiKluding 
those  interested  in  shipping,  throughout 
Australia,  and  last  week  provision  was 
made  by  the  House  for  the  payment  of  an 
assistant  lighthouse  engineer,'  who  will 
shortly  be  appointed  to  advise  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Has  any  part  of  the 
vote  of  j£i,SOo  been  spent? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— A  large  part  of  it 
has  been  spent  in  obtaining  the  infcsmation 
of  whidi  I  spoke.  Probably  a  Bill  will 
be  introduced  next  session  to  transfer  the 
control  of  lighthouses,  beacons,  and  buoys 
to  the  CommcMi wealth. 


Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  t9-5i]-— I  wish 
to  know,  in  reference  to  the  proposal  to 
vote  j£i  ,000  to  cover  the  exp^ise  of  choos- 
ing a  site  for  the  Federal  Capital,  whether 
it  is  intended  to  have  any  more  excursions 
into  New  South  Wales  for  this  purpose. 
The  result  of  the  expediticm  to  Tooma  last 
week  is  that  the  whereabouts  of  se\'eral 
legislators  is  at  the  present  time  unknown  ; 
they  have  apparently  got  lost  in  the 
wilderness,  and  a  number  of  motors, 
which  were  used  to  negotiate  impracticable 
roads,  have  been  disabled.  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  cost  of  rejxiiring 
these  car!>  will  be  borne  by  the  Common- 
wealth or  by  their  owners.  If  a  site  is 
not  soon  determined  upon,  the  cost  of 
exploring  expediticms  will.be  greater  than 
would  suffice  to  erect  all  the  buildings 
necessary  to  accommodate  the  various  De- 
partments at  the  Seat  of  Government.  Is 
it  intended  to  hare  any  more  excursions, 
and  further  delay  in  the  settlement  of  this 
question  ? 

Sir  William  Ltne. — I  have  not  seen 

Canberra  yet. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Then  the  sooner  the 
honorable  member  does  so  the  better.  I 

move — 

That  the  item  "  Expenses  in  coanexioo  with 
choosing  the  site  of  the  Capital  of  the  Common- 
weatth,  ^1,000,"  be  reduced  by  £5^- 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [9.54]. 
— I  agree  with  the  honorable  membar  for 
Lang  that  these  trips  are  becoming  very 
expensive ;  but  I  wish  to  direct  attention  to 
another  directicMi  in  which  econcuny  might 
be  effected.  At  the  present  time,  hundred- 
weights of  instructions,  regulations,  rolls, 
and  forms  are  distributed  by  the  Electoral 
Office  throughout  Australia.  Not  only  does 
the  preparation  of  this  matter  cost  an  enor- 
mous sum,  but  its  transport  is  also  very 
expensive.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  rocna 
for  a  great  deal  of  saving,  both  in  printing 
and  in  carriage. 

Mr.  WiLKS.T-Must  not  the  htmorable 
member  confine  his  remarks  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  Lang? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  would  be  more 
ojnvenient  to  dispose,  first  of  all,  of  ttie 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber feu:  Lang. 

Mr.  JoiiNSON. — In  wder  not  to  blodc 
discusaon,  I  ask  permisskm  to  temporarily 
withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the^  amendment  be 
withdrawn  ?         Digitized  by  CjOOglC 


BstimaUa.  [31  Masch,  1908.] 


BiHtftateg. 


9887 


Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [9.56].— I 
object,  and  I  do  so  for  the  reason  that  I 
wish  to  discuss  the  question  which  it  in- 
volves. There  is  some  justification  for  ob- 
jection being  raised  to  the  recurrence  in 
the  Estimates,  year  after  year,  of  an  item 
cowering  expenses  in  connexioo  with  choos- 
ing a  site  for  the  Federal  Capital.  The 
Government  are  entirely  responsible  for  the 
present  position.  Whilst  the  question  is 
treated  as  being  undecided,  hcmornMe  mem- 
bers, and  particularly  those  who  were  re- 
turned at  the  last  general  election  for  the 
first  time  to  this  Parliament,  are  fully 
justified  in  visiting  the  various  suggested 
sites.  Believing  that  the  decision  of  the 
la^  Parliament  is  to  be  reviewed,  they  de- 
sire  to  place  themselves  in  a  positicm  to  be 
able  to  make  a  wise  selection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  last  inspecticn 
resolved  itself  .into  a  motor  reliatulity  con- 
test. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Next  to  Dalgety,  I 
think  that  the  Tooma  site  is  the  best. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — It  would  be 
much  better  to  build  the  Capital  on  the 
other  nde  of  the  river. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  think  that  the  sug- 
gested site  of  Tooma  is  a  v^  convenient 
and  beautiful  one,  but  Dalgety  is  roy  first 
chuoe.  I  am  absoloCely  opposed  to  pro 
vision  being  made  for  these  en:tnrsions»  fof 
the  reason  that  a  majority  q{  honorable 
members  in  the  last  Parliament  determined 
that  Dalgety  should  be  the  ate  of  the 
Capital.  That  being  so,  the  present  posi- 
tion is  due  to  the  indeci^on  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Th/e  Prime  Minister 
stated,  in  reply  to  a  questi<xi  this  after- 
noon, that  the  Capital  Site  question  would 
profaablv  be  dealt  with  next  week. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  hope  that  it  will  be 
tx«^bt  forward  in  such  a  way  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  carry  out  the  decision  of 
both  Houses  of  the  last  Parliament  that  a 
ceitain  site  should  be  secured.  Parlia- 
ment having  already  decided  the  questuMi, 
there  is  no  room  for  further  discussion,  and 
1  hope  that  this  will  be  the  last  occasion 
on  which  provision  will  be  made  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  cost  of  inspecting  sug- 
gested sites. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sidney)  [10.  i}. — It  is  inadvisable,  on  an 
item  nidi  as  diat  immediately  under  cni- 
nderation,  to  enter  irpon  a  <]iscusucKi  of 
the  Capital  Site  questitm,  but  the  honor- 
aMe  memlber  for  Kalgoorlie  has  endea- 
voured to  advance  his  own  views  upon  it 
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to  such  an  extent  that  smne  reply  is  neces- 
sary. I  deny  that  a  majtvity  of  members 
of  the  last  Parliamrat  was  in  favour  of 
the  site  that  was  chosen. 

Mr.  Frazek. — Was  it  not  necessary  that 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  should  be 
passed  by  an  absolute  majority  in  both 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  was; 
but  those  who  carried  Dalgety  were  honor- 
able members  who  voted  against  the  only 
other  site  then  left  in  the  running  with  it — • 
a  site,  the  selection  of  which  would  not 
have  been  a  fulfilment  of  the  spirit  of  the 
compact  made  with  New  South  Wales;  but 
would  have  created  a  feeling,  not  merely 
of  irritation,  but  of  anger  in  that  State, 
and  would  have  strained  the  bonds  df  the 
Uniixi. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Then  we  shall  have 
to  repeal  the  Seat  of  Government  Act  be- 
fore we  can  make  another  selection  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  voted 
for  the  Dalgety  site,  and  so  did  many 
others  '  who,  with  me,  from  the  first 
favoured  the  selection  of  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  Frazeh. — Surely  the  honorable 
member  would  not  approve  of  each  Parlia- 
ment reviewing  the  decision  of  its  pre- 
decessor upon  this  question? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Until  the 
final  stage  has  been  readied  we  have  a  right 
of  review  and  cannot  be  deprived  of  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN'.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  enter  upon  a  general  dis- 
cussion of  the  question. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON —I  have 
no  intention  to  do  so.  I  shall  only  say 
that  I  hope  that  when  the  Parliament  is 
considering  this  quesj^ion — and  I  am  not 
advocating  any  particular  site — it  will  have 
regard  to  what  was  meant  by  the  cwicession 
granted  to  New  S6uth  Wales,  and  will  not 
endeavour  to  make  it  a  valueless  one  or  a 
concession  in  effect  to  some  other  State. 

Mr.  WH.KS  (Dallev)  [10.5].— We  were 
told  by  the  Minister  a  few  moments  ago 
that  the  item  relating  to  the  cost  of  inspect- 
ing suggested  sites  for  the  Federal  Capital 
was  non-recurring.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  has  appeared  on  the  Estimates  year  after 
year.  Last  year  we  appropriated  ;^i,ooo 
ifor  this  purpose,  and  only  ;^ioo  was  used. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  item  is  very 
much  in  the  nature  of  a  bunch  of  carrots. 
Are  we  to  be  captured  by  such  a  device? 
The  honorable  member  for  Wentworth  was 
told  this  afternoon  bv  the  Prime  Minister 
that  the  Federal  Capital  Site  question  would 
probably  be  dealt  with  next  week.  Thi't 
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being  so,  the  necessity  for  the  item  dis- 
appears. If  the  whole  question  is  to  be 
re-opened,  then  new  members  must  natu- 
rally desire  to  avail  themselves  of  every 
apportunity  to  visit  the  suggested  sites,  but 
«nce  the  Prime  Minister  has  said  that  next 
week  we  can  deal  with  this  question  there 
is  no  necessity  fdt  the  item  to  remain  on 
;he  Estimates. 

Mr.     THOMAS     BROWN  (Calare) 
[10.7]. — I  wish  to  emphatically  controvert 
the  assertion  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  that  the  Capital  Site  question 
has  been  closed.      Unfortunately  that  is 
not  the  position.    The  Seat  of  Government 
Act  does  not  fix  the  site.     True,  it  names 
Dalgety,  but  it  was  passed  for  the  purpose 
of   facilitating   negotiations  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  State  concerned, 
and  before  the  Dalgetv  site  can  be  finally 
chosen  further  legislation  will  be  neces- 
sary.   There  should  be  an  oppcvtunitv  of 
judging  as  to  the  merits  of  the  different 
sites,  and  the  statute  was  intended  to  em- 
able  us  to  so  judge.    So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  should  be  glad  if  honorable  mem- 
bers who  desire  to  do  so  would  visit 
Lyndhurst,    Armidale,    Cowna,  Dalgety. 
and  Canberra,  so  that  they  may  be  placed 
in  a  positicm  to  arrive  at  a  oonclusion. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.       HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10. 11]. — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
item  of  j£2$,soo  in  ccmnexion  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Electoral  Act.    I  think 
a  large  saving  might  have  been  effected  with 
much  better  service  as  the  result.  Hun- 
dredweights of  printed  matter  are  destroyed 
as  of  no  use  by  returning  officers,  and  yet 
the  administration  is  so  ra.d  that  forms  ab- 
solutely necessary  are  not  to  be  had  at  the 
polling  booths,  with  the  result  that  in  South 
Australia  a  large  number  of  people  were 
deprived  of  the  franchise.    Here  there  is 
room  for  much  inquiry,  and  I  may  point 
out  that  the  working  of  the  CcMnmonwealth 
Act  has  been  very  defective  as  ccxnpared 
with  the  wc^king  of  the  South  Australian 
Act.      There  hare  '  been  mistakes  which 
would  not  have  occurred  if  we  had  been 
w(N-king  under  the  State  Act   to  which  I 
have  referred.    However,  I  now  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  vote  of  j^i  ,500  towards 
the  expense  of  making  inquiries  and  pre- 
paring plans  for  additional  lighthouses  re- 
quired on  the  coast  of  Australia.    Do  I 
understand  that  the  Commonwealth  is  at 
the  present  time  expending  money  on  light- 
houses and  so  forth,  which  are  not  under 
their  control  ?    In  s«ne  States  there  are  no 


light  dues  at  all,  and,  therefore,  thb  will 
prove  a  very  unprofitable  administration. 
I  hope  that  before  undertaking  any  re- 
sponsibility the  Government  will  consider 
the  advisability  of  imposing  light  dues 
throughout  Australia.  In  South  Australia, 
the  light  dues  show  a  profit  over  expendi- 
ture, but  that  is  not  so  fn  Queensland  and 
some  other  States,  and,  therefore,  I  hope 
the  Goverrmient  will  act  with  caution  until 
such  time  as  proper  legislation  is  intro- 
duced and  passed. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [10.16]— I 
should  like  to  know  whether  any  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  in  regard  to  paying 
the  expenses  of  those  concerned  in  the  re- 
cent South  Australian  election  legal  pro- 
ceedings. Is  it  proposed  to  recoup  the 
candidates  their  expenses,  seeing  that  all 
the  trouble  arose  through  the  acts  of  de- 
partmental officers? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — I  think  the  Treasurer 
two  or  three  days  ago  said  that  the  whole 
matter  was  before  the  Departurent — ^it  is 
a  questim  of  law. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— If  nothing  can  be  done 
under  present  circumstances,  an  Act  ought 
to  be  passed,  because  neither  of  the  candi- 
dates ought  to  be  called  upcm  to  bear  this 
expenditure.  I  should  now  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  item  of  ;^5oo  towards  com- 
piling a  map  of  Australasia-  When  is  that 
map  going  to  be  placed  before  us?  Is  the 
Treasurer  waiting  until  we  can  see  on  it 
the  site  of  the  Federal  Capital?  This 
item  has  appeared  on  the  Estimates  year 
after  year,  and  the  work  is  apparently  no 
nearer  ctxnpletion. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[10.19]. — As  to  the  item  of  ;^23»5oo,  ex- 
penses in  connexiMi  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Electoral  Act,  I  think  there  may 
be  something  in  the  owiterftion  of  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Hindmarsh  that  saving 
may  be  effected  in  the  printing  and  so  forth, 
though  I  do  think  at  the  last '  general  elec- 
tion there  was  an  elTort  made  at  cutting 
.  down  expenses,  which  gave  rise  to  a  serious 
problem  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  se- 
crecy of  the  ballot.  This  diflficulty  is  mcwe 
particularly  felt  in  country  districts.  For 
the  first  time  the  Department  introduced 
the  principle  of  dispensing  with  a  poll 
clerk  at  a  great  number  of  booths,  with  the 
result  that  the  whole  of  the  work  had  to  be 
done  by  one  officer,  who  was  very  often  a 
local  resident  with,  perhaps,  some  bias.  A 
great  deal  of  suspicion  was~aroused|Qn  this 
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Mr.  Hutchison. — The  Act  itself  de- 
ttFoys  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  now 
dealing,  not  so  much  with  the  questimi  of 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot,  as  with  the  proper 
return  of  the  votes  recx>rded.  The  depar- 
ture I  have  indicated  was  made  on  the 
score  of  economy,  and  the  result  was  that 
at  a  number  of  polling  booths  in  the  coun- 
try ,  where  there  were  f rom  50  to  1 00 
voters,  the  whole  administration  was  in  the 
hands  of  one  man,  on  whose  discreticxi  and 
honesty  everything  depended. 

BIr.  McDouGAU.. — Were  there  not  cases 
<rf  retuming  officers  and  poll  clerks  canvass- 
ing candidates  over  ballot-bcnes  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  may 
be;  but  all  I  am  pointing  out  now  is  that 
the  «nployment  of  two  clerks  would  mini- 
mize the  possibility  of  maladministration. 
The  State  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
would  never  think  for  one  moment  of  con- 
ducting an  electicxi  under  such  conditions. 
I  do  not  say  that  there  were  any  malprac- 
tices— I  do  not  know  of  any — but  the  ccm- 
ditions  are  such  as  to  invite  maladministra- 
tion, and  the  remedy  is  the  employment  of 
two  officers.  This  would  mean  very  little 
extra  expense,  and  the  additional  security 
would  more  than  compensate  for  the  outlay. 
Unless  something  is  d<xie  to  protect 
etectors  in  isolat^  places  the  Common- 
wealth system  may  be  brought  into  disre- 
pute; and  Z  denre  to  enter  my  emphatic 
protest  against  saving  money  at  the  sacrifice 
of  properly  conducted  elections. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [10.25].— I 
should  like  to  have  a  little  information 
from  the  Treasurer  with  reference  to  ar- 
rangements for  ctxnpleting  the  lighting  on 
the  Queensland  coast.  Last  May,  when 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  was 
Acting  Prime  Minister,  he  visited  North 
Queensland.  I  took  occasion  to  write  to 
him  prior  to  his  leaving  Melbourne,  a^ng 
him  to  investigate  diis  matter.  I  had  had 
communications,  personal  and  otherwise, 
with  several  members  of  the  Torres  Straits 
Pilots'  Association,  who  urged  upon  me, 
when  I  was  last  at  Thursday  Island,  the 
absolute  necessity  for  extra  lighting  upon 
the  coast  between  Cairns  and  Thursday  Is- 
land. It  is  a  very  dangerous  coast,  and 
at  present  it  is  not  nearly  so  well  lifted 
as  it  ought  to  be. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  that  about 
thirty  new  lights  have  been  asked  for. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— I  am  sure  that  new 
lights  are  absolutely  necessary  on  the 
coast  to  which  I  have  referred.  The 


Queensland  Govermnent  has  kept  a  num- 
ber of  lights  going  without  receiving  any 
revenue,  and  under  all  the  circumstances 
they  have  done  very  well  indeed.  They 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  place  addi- 
tional lights  on  the  coast  since  the  Com- 
monwealth is  about  to  take  over  this  work. 
It  is  advisable  that  we  should  do  it  thor- 
oughly when  we  are  doing  it  at  all. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  cannot  do  any 
more  until  we  take  over  lighthouses. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— Are  any  steps  being 
taken  to  provide  for  some  of  the  lights 
that  are  requisite? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  so,  but  I 
am  not  sure. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Have  not  the  Go- 
vernment invited  the  shipping  conpanies  to 
make  representations? 

Sir  William  Lynx.— Yes,  that  has  been 
going  on  for  a  \ong  time. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— When  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  returned  from  the 
north,  I  had  a  letter  from' him,  in  which 
he  said  that  he  had  consulted  some  of  the 
pilots,  who  convinced  him  of  the  necessitv 
of  having  more  lights  on  that  coast.  1 
hope  to  have  an  assurance  from  the  Trea- 
surer that  Queensland  is  not  b^g  neg- 
lected in  this.matter. 

Su-  William  Lyne.  —  Queensland  is 
never  neglected. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.29]. — There  is  a  vote  upon  the  Esti- 
mates in  regard  to  compiling  a  map  of 
Australasia.  What  is  being  done  in  that 
matter?  Is  it  proposed  to  take  in  New 
Zealand  and  Fiji?  We  have  heard  some- 
thing about  the  necessity  for  more  lights 
on  the  western  coast,  but  very  Httle  is  said 
about  the  Queensland  coast.  Going  down 
that  coast  lately,  I  found  that  the  ship 
anchored  because  the  captain  could  not 
pick  up  a  certain  light.  In  the  morning 
he  found  that  if  he  had  kept  on  his 
course  five  minutes  longer,  he  would  have 
picked  up  the  light  quite  easily.  But  he 
said  that  the  coast  was  so  dangerous  that, 
although  he  had  been  on  it  for  about 
twenty  years  and  knew  it  very  well,  yet  if 
he  could  not  pick  up  a  light  to  the  minute 
he  always  went  to  anchor.  Beyond 
Thursday  Island  also  more  lights  are  ur- 
gently necessary.  I  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer, who  is  a  practical  business  man,  wlU 
look  into  the  matter.  I  also  notice  a 
vote  for  the  payment  of  gratuities  to  offi- 
cers who  have  made  sug^sticms  whidi 
have  led  to  the  adoptum  ^r^^f^ffl^ 
economies.    I  shoma  ifxe^'to^nOTOTnether 
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this  is  a  newly -established  system^  or 
whether  it  has  been  in  operation  for  any 
kngth  of  time?  If  so,  what  good  results 
have  followed  from  the  sug^stions  made 
by  (dicers?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  good 
idea  to  give  gratuities  of  this  kind.  It 
is  quite  common  in  ccmuiierGial  houses  to 
do  this  sort  of  thing,  but  in  private  con- 
cerns the  men  who  nuke  the  suggestions  are 
those  who  get  the  money.  On  what  basis 
is  this  Commonwealth  money  distributed  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10,32]. — In  relation  to  the  electoral  ad- 
ministration, I  should  like  to  make  an  ob- 
servaticxi  regarding  the  striking  of  names 
off  the  rolls.  There  seems  to  be  something 
very  lax  in  this  directitm.  Electors  have 
told  me  that  their  names  hare  be«i  Struck 
off  the  rolls,  although  they  were  on  for 
years  previously,  and  voted  at  the  last 
election.  They  do  not  know  why  it  has 
been  done,  nor  why  their  names  did  not 
appear  on  the  supplementary  rolls.  Pos- 
siblv  one  reason,  so  far  as  the  large 
centres  are  concerned,  may  be  that  the  re- 
turning crfficers  are  most  inadequately  paid. 
S(Kne  of  their  assistants  get  nearly  as  much 
for  temporary  work  as  they  do  for  a  whole 
year's  service.  As  to  gratuities  to  officers, 
I  desire  to  point  out  that  scxne  time  ago  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  looking  through  a  new 
mail  van.  In  the  c&d  vans  there  was  no 
roan  for  the  proper  sorting  of  letters^  and 
it  was  always  a  marvel  to  me  how  the  work 
was  done.  In  the  new  mail  vans  there  are 
"ingenious  arrangements  by  means -of  which 
the  work  can  be  expeHitiously  done.  I 
understand  that  some  of  the  <^cers  who 
are  doing  the  sorting  work  gave  advice  to 
the  Department  as  to  the  best  method  of 
constructing  the  cars.  If  those  suggestions 
were  valuable,  1  hope  that  the  c^Bcers  will 
have  a  share  in  the  ^"Ote  upon  this  Divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  TuiJOR.— They  could  not  get  a 
share  of  the  Home  Affairs  vote. 

Mr.  Mauger.- — I  have  already  consented 
to  three  or  four  awards  for  valuable  sug- 
gestions made  in  my  Department. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that.  The  amount  seems  very  small 
for  this  one  Department.  I  hope  that  real 
encouragement  is  being  given  to  officers, 
and  believe  that  enormous  savings  are  likely 
to  be  made  if  consideration  is  fairly  given 
to  suggestions  made. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [10.36]. 
— The  matter  of  the  valuation  of  pro- 
perties taken  over  from  the  States  has  been 


before  us  for  several  years,  I  believe  that 
the  whole  of  the  prc^rties  have  now  beer» 
valued. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Everything  is  in 
readiness  for  the  Ccmmcxiwealth  to  do 
what,  in '  fairness,  it  should  have  done 
several  years  ago,  namely,  to  come  to  ai> 
arrangement  with  the  States  Govemment» 
to  pay  for  the  properties  thus  taken  over. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — We  could  not  do 
that  until  they  were  valued. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— But  sei-en  years 
have  elapsed  since  Federation,  and  the 
valuati<»i  has  only  just  been  OHnpleted. 
Some  of  the  States  have  been  very  anxious 
to  have  the  matter  settled.  I  am  aware 
that  objection  is  taken  to  cash  being  paid. 
That  is  a  matter  of  arrangement  between 
the  States  and  the  Commonwealth,  but  cer- 
tainly the  States  should  be  relieved  of  the 
payment  of  interest  far  nuxiey  bwrpwed  00 
the  properties  taken  over  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  the  States  have 
been  relieved  by  the  large  amount  of  money 
we  have  paid  to  them? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.  —  Whether  the 
CommCTiwealth  has  been  generous  to  the 
States  in  returning  money  does  not  affect 
the  point  that  there  was  a  distinct  agree-' 
ment  between  the  States  and  the  Common- 
wealth in  regard  to  these  properties,  which 
should  be  paid  for  in  some  shape  or  form. 
There  was  a  square  deal  between  the 
Cmnmonwealth  and  the  States,  and  the 
Commonwealth  should  carry  out  its  part  of 
the  agreement  by  relieving  the  States  of  the 
interest  on  the  cc«t  of  COTStruction,  I  hope 
that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  giving  attention 
to  this  matter,  and  that  there  will  thus  be 
removed  what,  in  some  of  the  States  at 
least,  has  been  a  cause  of  fricticxi. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [10.39]. — The  honorable  member 
for  Robertson  has  asked  a  questiOT  with 
rega  rd  to  the  preparation  of  a  map  of 
Australasia.  The  work  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Department  of  Lands  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — They  haw  been  3 
long  time  over  it. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  informa- 
tion supplied  to  me  in  reference,  to  the 
matter  is  as  follows — 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon  .  that  the 
action  taken  by  this  Department  up  to  date,  U 
the  computation  of.  the  prcrieStiop-tralKhidi  the 
map  is  to  be  comJ^aiia^'^^Oi^  ^ 
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laid  don  dwrtly  upon  linen,  and  the  sfaeeta  for> 
warded  to  the  Z>epartiaent  of  Home  Affairs,  Mel- 
bonme,  with  a  view  to  the  various  States  being 
asked  to  show  in  outline  the  main  coast  lines, 
features,  frc,  apon  the  sheets  of  the  projectioa. 
Accompanying  such  sheets  will  be  a  memo, 
showing  what  is  desired  the  States  should  add 
to  the  sheets  with  a  view  to  uaiform  action  being 
taken  by  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Nothing  has  been 
done;  they  have  simply  sent  over  a  piece 
of  calico. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— That  is  all  1 
know  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Were  tenders  invited  for 
the  preparation  of  the  map? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK:.  —  I  am  not 
sure.  I  have  been  asked  a  question 
with  regard  to  gratuities  paid  to  offi- 
cers. Each  Department  pays  its  own 
gratuities,  and  (^cers  are  permitted  to 
communicate  directly  with  the  Minister. 
There  is  no  go-between  that  can  take  the 
credit  of  any  suggesti<m  that  may  be  put 
forward.  No  matter  how  humble  the  offi- 
cer, he  may  send  his  suggestion  direct  to 
the  Minister.  Several  such  suggestions 
have  been  rewarded-  With  respect  to  the 
transferred  properties,  the  valuaticms  are 
now  complete,  and  Colonel  Miller  is  pre- 
paring a  report  which  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Minister  in  a  few  weeks,  when 
action  vUl  fellow,  though  how  soon  I 
cannot  say.  There  will  be  no  undue 
delay.  As  to  the  taking  over  of  the  con- 
trol of  the  li^thouses,  the  authorities  of  the 
States  have  been  consulted,  and  advice  has 
been  obtained  from  ship  captains,  pilots, 
and  all  others  likely  to  be  able  to  give  in- 
formation of  value.  Something  has  also 
been  done  in  the  preparation  of  plans,  and 
Parliament  has  made  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  officer  to  further  assist  the 
Government  in  this  matter.  Nothing  more 
can  be  done  until  the  States  Departments 
are  transferred  to  the  Commonwealth,  and, 
in  all  probability  earlv  next  sessioi.  for 
tfiat  purpose  a  Bill  will  be  introduced. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [10.44].— The 
taking  mer  of  the  control  of  lighthouses, 
benoons,  and  buoys  is  a  very  important 
natter,  and  I  hope  that  a  Bill  will  be 
introduced  to  give  eflfect  to  it  early  next 
sessiim.  On  the  Queensland  coast,  in 
particular,  the  increased  volume  of  trade, 
which  has  necessitated  the  employment  of 
ships  of  larger  draught,  carrying  of  course, 
bigger  and  more  valuable  cargoes  and  a 
larger  number  of  passengers,  has  made  it 
increasingly  necessary  to  improve  the  light- 
ing of   the   intricate    waters    of  the 


Barrier  and  Torres  Straits.  Ships'  officers, 
pilots,  and  all  ccmnected  with  shipping  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  im- 
provement is  urgent.  CcMisiderable  atten- 
tion should  also  be  given  to  the  lighting  of 
part  of  the  coast  of  Western  Australia  and 
of  part  of  the  Victorian  coast.  I  cannot  be 
accused  of  speaking  in  a  provincial  spirit 
in  .this  matter,  because  New  South  Wales 
has,  perhaps,  the  best  lighted  coast  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  10.48  p.m. 


Senate. 

Wednesday,  /  April,  tgo8. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  11  a.m. 
and  read  prayers. 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S 
DEPARTMENT. 

Queensland   Telegraph   Operators  — 
Obsolete  Automatic  Transiutters — 
Telephone  Connexion,  Riyerina. 
Senator  STEWART.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General  whether  he  is  yet  able  to  furnish  a 
reply  to  the  questions  which  I  put  to  him 
on  25th  ultimo  as  to  the  position  of  tele- 
graph operators  in  Queensland? 

Senator  KEATING.  —  The  honorable 
senator  on  the  date  named  asked  me  the 
following  questions  : — 

I.  Is  it  true  that  owing  ta  the  scarcity  of  tele- 
graph operators  ia  Queensland,  officers  are 
working  from  oine  to  sixteen  hours  straight  off 
without  a  break,  even  for  a  meal? 

1.  Is  it  the  case  that,  notwithstaudiug  this 
scarcity  of  operators,  four  telegraphists  are  now, 
or  were  recently,  engaged  in  purely  clerical 
branches  in  the  head  office? 

3.  Is  it  true  that  the  present  Poslmaater.Gene- 
ral  recently  stated  in  reply  to  a  question  as  fol- 
lows : — "  uutTuctions  have  been  given  that  will 
prevent  working  for  long  periods  without  an  in- 
terval for  a  meal ;  also  that  telegraphists  are  not 
to  be  utilized  for  relieving  in  purely  clerical 
branches,  and  temporary  bands  will  be  employed 
to  meet  requirements? 

4.  If  so,  why  are  those  instructions  not  carried 
out? 

I  informed  the  honorable  senator  that  in- 
fcMniation  was  being  obtained,  and  would 
be  furnished  to  him  as  soon- «  aiaiUble. 
The   following  aMeH^yna*P^g*<-been 
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furnished  by  the  Acting  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  to  qifestions  i  and  2,  namely — 

t.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  it  is  not  true  that 
owin^  to  scarcity  of  operators  telegraphists  are 
working  from  niae  to  sixteen  hours  straight 
off  wiuiout  a  bre^,  even  for  meals.  It  is. 
however,  a  fact  that  in  Brisbane,  out  of  a  staff 
of  seventy.two  telegraphists,  two  are,  as  a  rule, 
kept  omin  their  turn  from  nine  to  ten  hours 
daily,  except  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  in  times 
of  emergency — such  as  serious  interruptions'  to 
lines — a  larger  number  of  officers  have,  to  meet 
public  requirements, 'been  on  duty  from  nine  to 
Mxteea  hours  without  leaTing  the  office  for 
meals.  However,  ax  a  rule  telegraphists  do  not 
work  continuously  during  their  hours  of  attend* 
ance,  and  they  have  at  all  times  the  opportunity 
of  partaking  of  refreshments.  Tea  is  handed 
round  to  telegraphists  between  4  and  j  p.m. 
daily,  and  hot  water  is  provided  for  those  who 
choose  to  make  their  own  tea ;  and  if  they  wish 
they  may  send  out  for  a  meal. 

3.  Three  telegraphists  are  at  present  tem- 
porarily employed  in  clerical  branches  here ; 
one  in  the  inspection  branch,  viee  an  officer  act. 
ing  as  inspector  during  the  latter's  absence 
on  sick  leave;  one  in  the  office  of  the  manager 
of  telegraphs  for  twentv^one  days,  during  the 
absence  of  the  permanent  officer;  and  one  trans- 
ferred from  TownsviUe  to  the  staff  room  for  six 
months,  pending  permanent  appointment.  These 
temporary  transfers  in  no  way  interfere  with  the 
hours  of  duty  of  other  telegraphists  in  Brisbane. 
Ten  telegraphists  are  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  relief,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
telegraphists  from  any  cause,  and  at  country 
offices  temporary  assistance  is  afforded  as  far 
as  practicable  whenever  required. 

That  concludes  the  report  of  the  Acting 
Deputy  Postmaster- General.  The  answers 
to  the  remaining  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — ■ 

3.  Yes,  in  reply  to  a  question  relating  to  con- 
ditions in  Victoria.  The  concluding  ^xtion  only 
applied  to  circumstances  then  existing  in  that 
State. 

4.  See  answers  to  numbers  i  and  3. 

Senator  KEATING.— On  the  2sth  ul- 
timo the  following  questions  were  also 
asked  by  Senator  Stewart — 

t.  Is  it  the  case,  as  stated  in  the  TransmiUer 
newspaper,  of  i8th  inst.,  that  the  automatic 
transmitters  in  the  Sydney,  Melbourne,  and 
Brisbane  offices  "are  of  an  obsolete  type,  and 
should  have  been  thrown  OQ  to  the  scrap  heap 
a  dozen  years  ago"? 

B.  If  so,  will  arrangements  be  made  for  the 
installation  of  up-to-date  instruments  as'carly  as 
possible  ? 

I  then  stated  that  inquiries  were  being 
made,  and  that  a  reply  would  be  furnished 
when  available.  I  reorived  this  morning 
the  following  reply  from  the  Postmaster- 
General  : — 

I.  No.  It  is  reported  that  two  patterns  of  auto- 
matic transmitters  are  m  use  in  the  Sydney  and 
Brisbane  offices,  one  of  which  is  modem.  The 
other  is  old,  but  still  useful,  and  certainly  not 
such  as  should  be  thrown  on  the  scrap  heap. 
It  is  also  reported  that  automatic  duplex  has 


been  worked  perfectly  by  the  electrical  en- 
gineer of  Victoria  with  the  Wheatstone  trans- 
mitter  used  in  the  Uelboume  office,  both  witb 
Sydney  and  Adelaide  t^cei,  up  to  ninety  word* 
per  minute. 

a.  All  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to 
procure  the  latest  and  most  improved  patterns  of 
those  instruments. 

Senator  GRAY. — Is  the  Minister  of 
Heme  Affairs  yet  in  possession  of  infor- 
mari(m  respecting  the  question  that  I  put 
to  him  on  the  27th  instant? 

Senator  KEATING.— On  the  date 
named  the  honorable  senator  piif;  to  roe  the 
following  question : — 

Mr.  Thomas  Henley,  H.L.A.,  of  New  South 
Wales,  having  stated  in  the  Sydney  Morning 
Herald  a  few  days  ago — That  a  farmer  in  the 
Riverina  had  expended  fifty  pounds  in  placing 
a  telephone  in  his  home,  and  upon  making  ap- 
plication for  the  connexion  to  be  made  at  the 
nearest  post-office,  which  would  cost  two  pounds, 
the  reply  was  given  that  no  fimds  were  available. 
The  gentleman  offered  to  loan  the  two  pounds  oa 
the  oi;dtnary  terms — Will  the  Minister  state 
whether  any  such  offer  was  made,  and  if  so, 
whether  it  was  accepted  by  the  Department? 

I  then  promised  that  an  inquiry  would  be 
made.  The  Deputy  Postmaster-General , 
Sydney,  has  furnished  the  following  infw- 

mation : — • 

There  is  absolutely  no  record  of  such  an  applt* 
cation  having  been  received,  and  the  postraasterr 
Urana,  which  office  was  named  by  Mr.  Henley^ 
knows  nothing  of  the  matter. 

QUESTIONS:  SUPERVISION  OF. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Before  ask- 
ing the  questions  standing  in  my  name 
with  reference  to  the  supply  of  military 
boots,  may  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  it 
has  undergcMie  certain  emendations  since  I 
first  gave  notice  of  it,  and  that,  althouglk 
I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  regarded  as  a  pre- 
cedent, I  recognise  that  at  this  stage  of 
the  session  it  would  be  exceedingly  incon>- 
venient,  Mr.  President,  to  occupy  even  five 
minutes  in  discussing  your  acticHi^  If  it  be 
noted  that  I  do  not  wish  your  action  in 
making  these  em«idations  to  be  regarded 
as  a  precedent,  I  shall  say  no  more  on  the 
subject,  but  ask  the  Minister  representing 
the  Minister  of  Defence  the  questions 
standing  in  my  name. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Since  this  matter 
has  been  raised,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  well 
that  I  should  read  the  letter  addressed  to 
me  by  Senator  Neild,  and  the  reply  which 
was  sent  to  him,  so  that  h<»ior{U>le  senators 
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Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— May  I  be 
permitted,  Mr.  President,  to  point  out 
that  I  am  not  at  all  anxious  to  go  into  the 
matter  at  this  stage?  The  point  at  issue 
is  simp]y_  the  elimination  of  certain  ques- 
tions; but,  if  you  so  will,  the  matter  may 
remain  over,  or  be  passed  by,  a  note  simply- 
being  made  that  I  respectfully  take  excep- 
tion, but  not  in  the  way  of  challenge,  to 
what  has  been  done; 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  am  in  the  hands 
of  the  Senate,  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
since  reference  has  been  made  in  the  Sen- 
ate, on  two  or  three  occasicms,  to  my 
action  in  exerdsing  what  I  believe  to  be 
the  right  of  the  President  to  sub-edit  ques- 
tions and  to  eliminate  from  them  that 
which  I  do  not  amstder  properly  comes 
within  the  right  of  honorable  senators  in 
askmg  questions,  I  should  explain  what  has 
ix&x  done  in  this  case.  Senator  Neild  ad- 
dressed a  communication  to  me,  and  to  that 
I  hawe  caused  a  reply  to  be  sent  him,  but 
if  IxHKM-able  senators  have  no  desire  to 
have  the  matter  discussed  at  present  I  am 
quite  willing  that  it  should  stand  over. 

HoNOKABLE  SENATORS. — Hear,  hear. 

Tl»  PRESIDENT.— I  should,  how- 
«rer,  add,  that  I  will  continue  to  deal  with 
questions  as  hitherto,  so  as  to  keep  them 
within  such  limitations  as,  in  my  judgment, 
are  in  accordance  with  parliamentary 
practice. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Am  I  right  in  as- 
suming, Mr.  President,  that  your  intima- 
tioa  to  the  Senate  is  that  you  intend  to 
continue  the  supavision  of  questicxis  as 
\ou  have  hitherto  dcwie? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Certainly. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Under  the 
circumstances  I  shall  decline  to  ask  the 
qutrstions  standing  in  my  name. 

PAPERS. 

Senator  BEST  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Federal  Capital  Site  :  Copy  of  telegram  from 
the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  dated  jist  March,  190S. 

Papua  :  Copies  of  correspondence  relating  to 
the  dealing  in  land  by  officials. 

Copies  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  ap- 
pointiiient  of  Mr.  O.  C.  Beale  as  a  Royal  Com- 
nisuoD  to  inquire  into  the  legislation  and  ad* 
ninistration  of  laws  relating  to  secret  drugs. 

Papua — Ordinances  of  1907 — 

13.  Native  Children  Custody  and  Reforma- 
tion. 

14.  Sandalwood  and  Rubber, 

15.  Animals  Restriction. 


CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

/«  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  31st  March,  vide  page  9841). 

Schedule. 

Division  XV.— Musical  Instruments— 
Item  384.  Pianos,  viz.        .    .    .    .   and  on 
and  after  12th  December.  1907 — 
■   B.  Upright    (except    outside    packages  in 
which   pianos   are  ordinarily  imported 
when  containing  such  goods),  ad  val., 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  {United 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 
C.  N.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  40  per 
cent.;  and  on  and  after  12th  December, 
^907.  30  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom), 
30  per  cent.;   and  on  and   after  tatb 
December,  1907,  25  per  cent. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  rii.iol  — 
I  move —  ■* 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  384,  paragraph  B,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  (except  outside  packages 
m  which  pianos  are  ordinarily  imported  when 
containing  such  goods)." 

Those  words  were  inserted  when  outside 
packages  under  the  Tariff  would  have  been 
liable  to  pay  duty.  Item  450,  however, 
now  provides  that  outside  packages,  n.e.i., 
"  including  the  sole  containing  package  in 
which  goods  are  ordinarily  imported  "  shall 
be  free,  so  that  these  words  are  unneces- 
sary. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator   GRAY    (New   South  Wales) 
[11.16J. — move- 
That  the   House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  384,  para- 
graph B  (imports  under  General  Tariff)  ad  val 
as  per  cent. 

When  this  request  has  been  disposed  of  I 
intend  to  move  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
o,\  importations  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
After  the  discussion  of  last  night,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state  at  length  the  reasons 
for  the  proposed  reducticHi.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  ordinary  upright 
piano  is  to  be  found  in  the  homes  of 
pi-isons  of  every  class.  Some  honorable 
senates  may  have  regarded  grand  pianos 
as  within  the  reach  only  of  the  well-to-do, 
and  therefore  fairly  taxable  at  30  per  cent, 
as  luxuries.  The  upright  piano,  however, 
IS  in  no  sense  a  luxury,  being  found  in  the 
houses  of  miners,  farmers,  and  persons  of 
moderate  an3  small  means  everywhere 
throughout  Australia.  Therefor*,  even 
protectionists  should  impose  upon  these  in- 
struments as  low  a  duty  as  posible.  A 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  is  almost  i^rohibitive. 
The  monopolistic  Ijxal  maliufacturer,  who 
is  a  resident  of  NeSPSMviles,  has  done 
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a  healthy  and  progressive  business  under 
free-trade,  and  under  a  20  per  c«it.  pro- 
tective duty,  and  he  has  not  asked  for  a 
higher  duty  than  25  ,per  cent.,  the  rate 
asked  for  by  the  representative  of  the 
Wertheim  Company,  which  may  perhaps 
establish  a'  factory  here.  Furthermore,  we 
have  heard  from  Mr.  Beale  that  be  intends 
to  export  his  pianos  to  India,  the  Philip- 
pines, the  Pacific  Islan()s,  and  Europe — a 
proof  that  his  cost  of  manufacture  is  \'ery 
much  the  same  as  that  of  his  rivals  abroad, 
seeing  that  in  the  markets  which  I  have 
named  he  must  sell  in, competition  with  their 
manufactures.  I  read  yesterday  his  state- 
ment that  his  pianos  cost,  on  the  average, 
jQig  18s.  each,  while  imported  pianos  cost, 
f.o.b.,  from  ^20  7s.  6d.  to  ;^2o  los.  each, 
which,  with  the  freight  and  other  diarges, 
together  with  the  duty  of  30  per  cent., 
brings  their  landed  cost  up  to  jt3S  each. 
Therefore  Mr.  Beale  makes  a  very  good 
profit  on  the  instrumrat  which  he  sells  for 
estch. 

Senator  Givens. — So  do  the  importers  on 
the  pianos  which  they  sell  for  jQ6o  each. 

Senator  GRAY. — The  imported  pianos 
sell  for  a  little  under  ^^50,  and  the  figures 
whkh  I  have  just  given  show  the  prc^ts  of 
Beale  and  Cixnpany  to  be  .much  greater 
than  those  of  the  impwters. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  the  hcaiorable 
senator  wish  us  to  believe  that  pianos  can 
bf?  made  in  Australia  more  cheaply  than 
abroad  ? 

Senator  GRAY. — I  am  merely  repeating 
the  statements  of  Mr.  Beale,  Tfie  fact  that 
his  company  is  now  in  a  position  to  ex- 
port, and  to  sell  in  foreign  markets  in  oc>m- 
petiticHi  with  makers  abroad,  shows  that 
its  cost  Is  not  much  greater  than  thars. 
Mr.  Beale  has  acknowledged  that  he  is 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  business  which 
his  company  has  been  doing.  It  has  de- 
ydoped  continuously  since  1900,  although 
it  was  majtinK  satisfactory  progress  uncler 
free-trade.  The  ifinister,  however,  has 
given  no  reason  for  his  proposal  to  increase 
the  duty  by  5  per  cent,  more  than  the  re- 
presentative of  the  Wertheim  Company 
asked  for,  and  the  rate  with  which  Mr.  Beale 
would  be  satisfied.  The  manager  of  Beale 
and  Cmnpany  stated  that  the  company  did 
not  need  an  increase  of  duty,  but  that  a 
rate  of  about  33J  per  cent,  would  he  neces- 
sary to  get  German  and  other  foreign  firms 
to  establish  factories  in  Australia.  A  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  will  be  a  heavy  tax  upon 
the  general  community.  It  will  have  to  be 
paid  by  every  mother  who  wishes  to  give 


her  daughters  a  musical  education,  and  by 
every  teacher  of  music.  Wh«)  we  consider 
the  conditicHis  under  which  our  population 
lives,  how  scattered  our  settlement  is,  we 
should  do  all  we  can  to  encourage  musical 
education.  Bishop  Green  replied  In  his 
old  age,  when  asked  what  were  the  greatest 
pleasures  of  life,  '*The  harmony  of  music 
and  the  singing  of  birds."  Those  who 
know  the  pleasure  which  the  gift  of  music 
gives,  will  realize  the .  importance  of  en- 
couraging its  acquirement,  and  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will,  at  least,'  do  nothing  to 
take  this  pleasure  from  the  pec^le. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.37]. — The  courtesy  shown  by 
the  Minister,  last  night,   will  cause  me 
to  curtail  my  remarks  very  consideraUy, 
which  will  be  an  evidence  to  him  that  he 
has  lost  nothing  by  his  action.   I  strongly 
support  the  request.      Tlie  fact  that 
though,  for  five  or  six  years,  there  has  been 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  pianos,  no  second 
factory  has  sprung  into  existence  in  Aus- 
tralia, makes  it  absurd  to  penalize  tbe 
lovers  of  music  throughout  the  CtHnmon- 
wealth  on  the  off  chance  that  some  one 
may  be  induced  to  start  a  sectMid  factory 
somewhere   between    PotI    Darwin  and 
southern  Tasmania.    The  existing  factory 
was  .started,  and  lield  its  own,  under  free- 
trade,  and  it  has  made  considerable  prtK 
gress  under*  a  protective  duty  of  20  per 
cent.    The  company  has  made  it  known 
that  it  was  doing  well  under  the  old  Tariff, 
and  no  one  is  better  pleased  than  I  am 
to  hear  of  its  success;  but  that  is  no  rea- 
son why  thousands  of  music  lovers  should 
pay  dearly   for   pianos   to   increase  its 
profits,    or    to    slightly    increase  tiie 
chance  oi  another  fnxAxxy  being  started. 
For  these  reasons,  and,  without  going  into 
the  question  which  was  properly  raised  by 
Senator  Gray  last  night  as  to  the  represen- 
tations   or     misrepresentations,  charges, 
countercharges,  and  accusations  and  expla- 
nations— there  is  no  need  for  me  to  beat 
the  drum  a  second  time — 1  shall  support 
the  request.     On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite 
right  that  T  should  say  a  few  words  on  a 
matter  Avhich  affects  an  industry  in  my  own 
State,  and,  in  a  much  larger  degree,  affects 
the  whole  of  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  rn  .VJ] 
— There  has  been  a  somewhat  lengthy  dis- 
cussion on  this  item,  but  there  are  one  or 
two  phases  of  it  which  will  bear  emphass. 
We  are  now  dealing  wi^^thejincl^t  piano, 
generally  knowii'^W  Vd^^eS^ument; 
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and  this  U  not  merely  an  article  of  furni- 
ture, but  an  instrument  which  is  admitted 
to  have  an  elevating  effect  in  every  home 
where  it  finds  a  place.  It  affords  one  of 
the  most  innocent  of  alj  the  artistic  plea- 
sures which  man  enjoys ;  and  I  know  noth- 
if^  that  appeals  to  our  sentiments  so  much 
as  the  idea  of  providing  in  every  home 
music  wbicfa,  in  many  cases,  tends  to  har- 
raonv,  in  more  senses  than  one,  and  keeps 
the  family  tc^ether.  We  know  that  the 
manufacture  of  pianos  has  been  started  in 
Australia ;  and  I  think  it  would  be  disloyal 
to  institute  any  comparism  between  the 
Australian  jnxKSuct  and  the  imported  article. 
The  Australian  instruments,  so  far,  are  in 
t\-Kry  way  worthy  of  Australia ;  but  it  is 
no  use  disguising  the  fact  that  if  a  musi- 
dan  requires  a  really  good  instrument,  he 
must  turn  to  the  foreign  product.  No  doubt 
the  Australian  pianos  will  attain  that  ex- 
celtenof  whidi  appeals  to  musicians,  as  it 
has  been  attained  in  the  course  of  genera- 
tions in  other  countries. 

Senator  Givens. — The  Australian  pianos 
keep  in  tune. 

Senator  MULCAHY.  —  No  doubt  the 
keeping  of  a  piarx>  in  tune  is  a  great  point, 
but  that  is  no  monopoly  of  Mr.  Beale's, 
although  I  understand  that  he  has  a  very 
useful  appliaooe   directed   to  that  end. 
There  are  many  manufacturers  who  will 
guarantee  their  pianos  to  keep  in  tune  in 
almost  any  kind  of  climate.    We  are  now 
asked  to  increase  a  dut^  which,  up  to  the 
present,  has  resulted  in  the  creation  of 
only  one  manufacturing  firm,  which,  I  may 
saj".  started  operations  under  free-tra<te 
oonditions.  It  was  then  apparently  flourish- 
ing, and  it  certainly  has  flourished  under 
a  duiv  of  20  per  cent.    What  is  the  out- 
ade  competition  that  this  firm  has  to  meet  ? 
It  is  not  the  competition  of  Great  Britain, 
became  the  figures  show  us  that  out  of  a 
total  of  ;£24i,ooo  worth  of  pianos  im- 
ported. Great  Britain  furnished  only  10 
per  cent,  or  £24,^00  worth.    What  we 
are  asked  to  do  is  really  to  increase  the 
duty  against  German  pianos       about  50 
pet  cent ;  and  that  seems  to  me  most  un- 
reasonable.   Whatei«r  our  sentiments  may 
te  in  regard  to  Germany,  it  is  the  home 
of  muiic,  and  the  place  where  the  best 
instruments  in  the  world  ar3 -manufactured. 
1  am  glad  that  Senator  Gray,  as  a  consis- 
tent free-trader,  is  coming  to  reason ;  be- 
cuKe  it  is  a  fwactical  matter  we  have  now 
to  decide.    Most  of  us  know  that  pianos 
are  mostty  bought  on  the  credit  system.  I 
suppose  that  out  of  every  ten  pianos  nine 


are  so  ifurcfaased,  and  if  we  impose  a  very 
high  rate  of  duty  we  shall  tax  a  number  of 
households  that  I  am  sure  we  have  neither 
the  desire  nor  the  intentifHi  to  tax.  We 
shall  not  stop  the  importation  of  German 
pianos  by  a  30  per  cent,  duty ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  regard  the  proposed  increase  a« 
quite  tmnecessan. .  This  is  a  tax  which  will 
bear  most  hardly  on  a  large  number  of 
artisans,  small  farmers,  and  others  who 
cannot  afford  any  additicmal  burden  of  the 
kind.  I  am  quite  willing  to  fall  in  with 
Senator  Gray's  proposal,  merely  pointing 
out  that  the  preferential  duty  will  make 
very  little  difference,  in  view' of  the  fact 
that  only  one  piano  in  ten  comes  from 
Great  Britain. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [11.37]. 
— I  wish  I  could  become  enthusiastic  over 
the  request  submitted  by  Senator  Gray,  but 
I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
.  Senator  Gray.— Neither  can  I. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— We  are  asked  to 
reduce  the  duty  in  the  gmerat  Tariff 
frcm  30  per  cent,  to  25  per  cent. ; 
and,  I  suppose,  that  apfuoximately 
will  mean  a  reduction  of  about  j£t  on  tfaie 
cost  of  a  piano,  taking  the  price  f.o.b.  to 
be  somewhere  aJ»ut  j^2o. 

Senator  Givxns. — And  importers  have 
the  cheek  to  sell  such  pianos  at  j£6o. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not  desire  to 
go  into  that  question.  I  am  assuming  that 
if  we  cs.rry  the  request  of  Senator  Gray,  the 
purchasers  will  get  the  full  benefit  of  it; 
and,  if  they  do,  I  estimate  it  will  mean  a 
reduction  of  about  j£i  on  eadi  instrumevit. 
T  his  item  appeals  to  me  perscHially ;  and, 
und^  such  circumstances,  I  suppose  an^ 
honorable  senator  is  inclined  to  say,  per- 
haps,  more  than  he  ought.  I  do  not  pur- 
pose, however,  to  give  way  to  that  ten- 
dency, but  merely  to  draw  attention  to  an- 
other aspect  of  the  questioi.  Most  of  us, 
I  think,  know  something  about  .pianos  and 
music  generally,  and  we  are  forced 
to  recognise  that,  unfortunately — and 
I  use  the  word  advisedly — the  best 
pianos  do  not  come  from  England. 
What  is  proposed  is  a  reducti(m  of  5  per 
cent.  <Hi  the  pianos  made  in  Germany,  the 
country  which  is  best  fitted  to  produce  such 
instruments.  The  preferential  duty,  frmn 
my  point  of  view,  does  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion very  much.  Pianos  from  England  are, 
and  always  have  been,  inferior  in  those 
qualities  which  appeal  to  the  musioan  and 
the  artist — that  is  inferior  to  German,  and, 
occasionallv.  French  pianos*  Wtule,  of 
course,  I  shall  vot«)iiKifetihe^M^u^^^  the 
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consequent  reduction  in  the  second 
oolunm,  I  express  my  regret  that  it  means 
so  little — that  we  are  largely  beating  the  air. 
I  am  afraid  we  are  merely  satisfying 
the  desire  we  all  have,  as  human  beings,  to 
have  a  reduction  in  the  duties,  however 
small  that  reduction  may  be,  when  we 
think  it  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the 
community.  I  regret  that  it  is  impossible 
to  fix  a  lower  duty  than  that  suggested  in 
the  request,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so 
many  honorable  senators  have  spoken,  I 
shall  not  say  pathetically,  but,  at  any  rate, 
eloquently,  as  to  the  desire  to  make  as  free 


Senator  Fkasek. — Does  the  Vice-Presi' 
dent  of  the  £i»cutive  Council  ctmtradict 
what  I  say? 

Senator  BEST.— Undoubtedly  I  do- 
nearly  every  word.  After  investigation,, 
the  Tariff  CMimissicm  recommended  that 
grand  and  semi-grand  pianos  should  bear 
a  duty  of  £,1^   or  30  per  cent. 

Senator  Clehons. — I  remind  the  Min- 
ister that  the  Tariff  Commissiwi  had  no 
evidence  whatever  frwn  Mr.  Beale. 

Senator  BEST.— I  can  only  refer  Sena- 
tor demons  to  page  486  of  the  evidence, 
where  he  will  find  that  Mr.  Vader,  mana- 


as  possible  the  opportunities  in  Australia  ger  for  Messrs.  Beale  and  Company,  gave 
f<x  developing  musical  and  other  artistic  evidence  on  the  p(»nt. 

SenatOT  Clemons. — I  said  that  we  had 
no  evidence  from  Mr.  Beale. 

Senator  BEST.— The  evidence  of  Mr. 
Vader  was — 

I  wish  to  state  further  that  it  would  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth  that  a  duty  of 
33  per  cent,  should  imposed  u[>on  pianos, 
in  order  to  induce  foreign  manufacturers  to  start 
factories  here. 

Senator  Gray. — The  honorable  senator 
surely  does  not  belie\'e  that  the  manufac- 
turer would  state  aryything  to  the  con- 
trary? 

Senator  BEST. — My  honorable  friend, 
of  course,  prefers  to  believe  the  importer. 

Senator  Clemons. — Remember  that  I 
referred  to  Mr.  Beale.  Though  he  came 
before  the  Tariff  Commission  he  gave  us 
no  evidence. 

Senator  BEST.— Mr.  Vader's  evidence 
goes  on — 

That  pianos  turned  out  Aould  be  quite  equal 
to  those  at  present  made  by  these  manufacturer* 
in  their  own  country,  for  they  can  have  the  same 
materials,  if  desired,  or  they  can  use  materials 
which  we  have  found  to  be  more  suited  to 
Australian  climatic  conditions.  The  cost  to  the 
consumer  should  not  be  more  than  at  present. 
The  number  of  pianos  imported  into  the  Com- 
monwealth in  1904  was  9,103.  If  all  these  in- 
struments were  made  here  employment  would  be 
afforded  to  from  2, too  to  2,200  people  directlv 
in  the  piano  factories  themselves,  as  well  as  to  a 
large  number  of  others  connected  with  kindred 
industries — such,  for  instance,  as  saw-milling, 
glue-making,  &c. 

That  calculation  was  made  upon  the  basis 
of  the  figures  of  1904,  when  ojily  9,000 
I>ianos  were  imported.     The  impcvtationfr 


tastes. 

Senator  FRASER  (Victoria)  [11.40].— 
I  am  sorry  we  are  obliged  to  struggle  so 
hard  for  the  reducticm  of  a  duty  which 
affects  so  much  the  dweller  in  the  cottage. 
This  industry  was  started  under  free-trade, 
and  apparently  did  well.  Under  the 
Tariff  of  1902  a  duty  of  zo  per  cent,  was 
imposed  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  believe  that 
the  industry  did  even  better.  But  we  are 
now  told  that  this  manufactory  will  be 
closed  unless  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
duty — ^that,  without  an  increase,  no  other 
factories  will  be  started.  That,  however, 
is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  past  hist(»y 
of  the  industry.  The  increase  really 
means  a  handicap  on  every  little  home 
throughout  the  Conuntm wealth. 

Senator  Givens. — The  increased  duty 
means  that  manufacturers  will  come  to 
Australia,  instead  of  makinj;  pianos  at  the 
other  end  of  the  world. 

Senator  Best. — What  a  calamity  that 
would  be  I 

Senator  FRASER. — The  duty  amply 
means  that  every  music  teacher  and  player 
will  be  taxed. 

Senator  Givens. — Nothing  -of  the  kind  I 

Senator  ERASER.— At  any  rate,  that 
is  my  opinion ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  Government  will  accept  the  request 
proposed  by  Senator  Gray.  It  is  not 
right  to  tax  the  whole  of  the  users  for  the 
sake  of  cme  manufacturer,  who  is  doing 
well  under  present  conditions.  If  Mr. 
Beale  were  a  struggling  man,  there  might 


be  something  in  the  proposal  to  increase  since  1903  have  consistently  gone  up,  show- 


the  duty,  but  I  have  no  belief  in  "greas- 
ing the  fat  pig." 

Senator  BE  ST  (Victoria  —  Vice-  Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [11.43]. — 
I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  Senates 
Fraser  and  others  to  what  has  actually 
taken  place  in  regard  to  this  duty. 


mg  that  the  duty  of  20  per  cait.  was  in- 
sufficient to  protect  effednvely  the  Austra- 
lian manufacturers. 
Senator  Gray. — Mr.  Beale  does  not  say 

so. 

Senator  Frases. — Was  the  Australian 
manufacturer  crusl^i^^GoOglc 
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Senator  BEST. — The  20  per  cent,  duty 
was  not  suflkient  to  induce  (Mher  manu- 
factums  to  start.  But  no  sooner  do  we 
impose  or  suggest  ihe  higher  duty  recom- 
mmded  by  the  A  section  of  the  Tariff 
Coflunissicm,  than  we  have  Mr.  Wertheim 
coming  forward  and  undertaking  to  lay 
down  ;^30,ooo  in  'che  establishment  of  an- 
other factory  in  Australia. 

Senatw  Gray. — ^And  he  says  that  he 
does  not  want  more  than  25  per  cent. 

Senator  BEST.— I  do  not  admit  thai. 
Wbne  there  is  a  good  margin  of  duty  the 
greater  is  the  inducement  to  foreign  manu- 
facturers to  start  factories  in  Australia, 
and  that  is  what  the  Government  want. 
Tbey  do  not  want  merely  to  protect  Mr. 
Beale.  Mr.  Beale,  whose  acquaintance  I 
have  not  the  pleasure  of  having,  is  a  well- 
ttcognised  Australian  manufacturer  who, 
no  doubt,  can  look  after  himself.  The 
Government  are  not  concerned  with  his  in- 
terests. What  the  GovemuKtit  are  con- 
cerned about  is  the  onployment  of  our  own 
pet^le,  and  the  further  establishment  of 
factories  in  Aurtralia.  There  is,  at  pre- 
sent, an  enormous  margin  for  internal  cc»n- 
petidon.  We  are  importing  nearly  13,000 
jMa^  per  annum,  representing  a  value  of 
something  like  ;^250,ooo.  I  take  it  that 
only  about  j^^25,ooo  of  that  represents 
pianos  wblch  come  from  the  United  King- 
dwn.  Consequently,  the  duty  of  30  per 
cent  in  the  general  column,  would  operate 
-gainst  about  ;£z20,ooo  worth  of  pianoG 
impcxted  from  Germany. 

Senator  Gray. — The  greatest  of  musical 
countries  as  the  Minister  well  knows. 

Senator  BEST.  No  doubt,  and  for 
those  who  desire  the  luxury  of  a  first-class 
German  piano,  the  additicmal  5  per  cent 
viU  not  make  any  difference  whatever. 
The  point  that  I  seek  to  emphasize  is  that 
it  is  not  Mr.  Beale  that  we  are  looking 
after,  but  the  establishment  of  factories  in 
Australia.  I  impress  upon  hcaiorable  sena- 
tors that  the  20  per  cent,  duty  has  not 
during  the  last  six  years  been  effective  in 
creating  an  additional  factory.  It  is  an 
oouious  fact  that  at  this  moment  we  have 
no  second  piano  factory  in  the  country ; 
but  no  sooier  do  we  increase  the  duty  than 
«e  have  another  manufacturer  craning  for- 
ward to  establish  a  factory  here.  The 
1904  importations,  which  were  con- 
siderably less  than  those  of  to-day, 
were  7,102 ,  whilst  to-day  they  are 
12. 263;  the  value  of  tfie  imports  in  1904 
being  J^io%,^o6,  whereas  to-day  they  are 
£t\ijoQo.   If  I  remember  rightly  the  im- 


portaticxis  for  1907  were  in  value  upwards 
of  ;£30o,ooo.  What  is  conclusively  showr 
is  that  these  importations  have  increased 
year  by  year  by  scxnething  like  25  per  cent 
Even  on  the  bsisis  of  the  1904  importations, 
it  was  estimated  that  the  manufacture  of 
these  instruments  would  afford  employmaii 
to  upwards  of  3,000  perscms.  That  em- 
ployment would  be  correspcMidingly  in- 
creased were  there  a  greater  number  of 
locally -manufactured  pianos.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  sly  that  the  dfect  of  the  increased 
duty  will  be  to  shut  out  all  German  impcw- 
taticms.  That,  of  course,  will  not  be  so, 
but  the  effect  of  the  duty  will  be  in  tht 
direction  not  only  of  increasing  employment 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  in  pursuana 
of  our  declared  policy,  but  of  also  utilizing 
our  own  timber  and  of  increasing  employ- 
ment indirectly  in  the  manner  that  I  hav< 
indicated.  Under  these  circumstances,  1 
do  say  that  a  reasonable  case  has  beer 
made  out  for  the  further  protection  of  thit 
industry.  I  further  ask  honorable  senaton 
to  accept  last  night's  division  as  a  fair  test. 

Senator  Grav.  —  We  are  now  dealing 
with  different  pianos.  One  was  a  piam 
for  the  wealthy ;  we  are  now  dealing  with 
the  piano  of  the  poor. 

Senator  BEST. — The  original  proposal 
of  the  Government  was  for  a  duty  of 
j[,i6  los.,  or  40  per  cent.,  in  the  general 
column,  and  ^^15,  and  30  per  cent. — afe 
recommended  b^^  the  A  section  of  tht 
Tariff  CommissicMi — against  the  United 
KingdcMn.  But  another  pl.ice  saw  fit  ic 
strike  that  out  and  to  impose  duties  of  3c 
and  25  per  cent  They  also  thought  i; 
desirable  that  these  duties  should  he  ap- 
plied to  uprights.  I  contend  that  last 
night's  divisicm  ought'  to  be  regarded  as  a 
fair  test  division.  Therefore,  in  dealing 
with  the  upright  piano  we  should  assent 
to  the  same  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent. 
I  would,  in  conclusion,  point  out  that  even 
in  the  one  factory  which  «e  have  estab- 
lished in  Australia  employment  is  found 
for  something  like  450  hands,  and  that 
something  like  ;^6o,ooo  per  annum  Is  piid 
in  wages.  There  is  ample  room  for 
two  or  three  like  factories,  and,  there- 
fore, for  an  enormous  increase  of  employ- 
ment When  we  realize  that  the  extra  5 
or  10  per  cent,  will  have  that  encouraging 
effect,  why  should  we  not  give  our  own 
people  the  benefit  of  the  increased  pro- 
tection ? 

Senator  Gray. — Because4t  is  going  to  be 
a  lax  upon  the  pe^jpte-byLaOOglc 
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Senator  BEST. — It  is  going  to  be  no 
tax  on  the  people  whatever.  The  cottager 
is  not  going  to  pay  is.  -  extra  duty  by 
virtue  of  this  duty.  This  particular  class 
of  piano  can  be  most  readily  made  in  Aus- 
tralia. It  is  the  higher  class  of  instrument, 
such  as  is  purchased  by  those  who  can 
afford  to  pay  more,  which  wiil  be  increased 
in  price  by  this  increase  of  duty.  In  view 
of  the  facts  which  I  have  mentioned,  and 
of  the  desire  for  uniformity  in  the  duties, 
I  urge  that  the  schedule  rates  should  be 
adhered  to. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [11.56]. 
—I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  the 
imposition  of  extra  duties  will  have  no 
effect  whatever  in  increasing  the  price  of 
these  pianos  to  those  who  use  them,  whilst 
it  will  have  a  material  benefit  in  enabling 
the  manufacturers  pf  Australian  pianos  to 
give  ilncreasesi  employment.  Xor  do  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Beale  is  very  anxious  to 
hare  the  duty  increased  or  kept  \-ery  high. 
A  high  dutv  will  be  sufik:ient  to  induce 
other  manufacturers  to  come  here,  and  lir. 
Beale  will  not  then  be  able  to  enjoy  a 
monopoly,  whereas  if  the  duty  is  made 
low  he  will  have  to  face  the  competition 
of  other  manufacturers  as  well  as  that  of 
the  importers.  The  same  thing  occurred 
with  regard  to  another  duty.  When  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  duty  on  con- 
densed milk  by  5  per  cent,  nearly  every  milk 
factory  in  Australia  was  opposed  to  it. 
Why?  Because  they  aijoyed  a  mono- 
poly of  local  manufacture  under  existing 
duties,  whereas  they  knew  that  if  the 
duties  were  increased  so  as  to  keep  out 
foreign  impOTtationSf  they  would  ha^'e  to 
face  the  competition  of  other  I6cal  manufac- 
turers. An  increase  of  the  duty  on  pianos 
will  probably  have  the  effect  of  indudng 
other  manufacturers  to  come  here,  and  we 
may  have  one  or  two  factories  es.ablished 
in  Sydney  or  Brisbane.  It  is  a  laudable 
desire  on  our  part  that  the  pianos  used  in 
Australia  should  be  manufactured  here. 
Sena.or  Gray  has  referred  to  the  natural 
protection  which  the  manufacturer  gets  as 
being  sufficient.  He  pointed  out  the  enor- 
mous expense  to  which  importers  of  pianos 
were  liable  cki  importing  pianos  f.o.b.  from 
Germany  or  England.  But  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  except  in  regard  to  those  portions  of 
New  South  Wales  within  easy  reach  of  the 
port  of  Sydney,  the  piano  manufacturers 
of  Australia  will  enjoy  no  na'.ural  protec- 
tion whatever,  because  it  costs  just  as  much 
to  send  a  piano  from  Sydney  to  Adelaide, 
'  Perth,  as  to  bring  it  from  England  or 


Germany.  Therefore,  I  contend  diat  Mr. 
Beale  or  any  other  manufacturer  of  Aus- 
tralian pianos  is  entitled  to  the  fair  pro- 
tection that  any  ordinary  protectionist  is 
inclined  to  give  to  an  Australian  industzy. 

Senator  Lynch. — What  about  the  poor 
cottager  ? 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  increased  duty 
will  not  increase  the  price  to  the  "pocx' 
cottager"  one  iota.  The  wily  effect,  if 
the  duty  is  sufficiently  effective,  will  be  to 
induce  the  manufacture  of  pianos  in  Aus- 
tralia instead  of  at  the  other  end  of  the 
world,  and  work  will  thus  be  provided  for 
Australian  artisans.  A  further  result  will 
be  that  the  enormous  amount  of  money  now 
spent  on  pianos  in  Australia,  instead  of 
going  into  the  i>ockets  of  foreign  manufac- 
turers will  be  retained  in  this  country. 
The  percentage  duties  leave  the  door  open 
for  all  kinds  of  invoice  falung,  and 
bogus  valuati(»is.  I  prefer  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  A  secticHi  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission to  make  the  duty  in  the  general 
column  or  30  per  cent.,  whichever  rate 
returns  the  higher  duty,  and  after  the  pre- 
sent request  has  been  defeated  I  intend  to 
move  accordingly. 

Question  —  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested  to  make  the  duty  on 
item  384,  paragraph  b,  "  Pianos,  Up- 
right," ad  val.  (imports  under  Genval 
Tariff),  25  per  cent.  (Senatm*  Gray's  re- 
quest)— put.     The  Cfxnmittee  dinded. 

Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Clemoos,  J.  S. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Fraser,  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-ColoQel 
f.ray,  J.  P. 
Macfnrlane,  J. 
McColl,  I.  H. 
Millen,  D. 


IS 
12 


Ans. 

Mulcahy,  E. 
Neild.  Colc»eI 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Pulsfbrd,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Tttler: 
Vardon,  J. 

Nobs. 

Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Tienwith.  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

Tellrt: 
Needham,  E. 


Best,  R.  W. 

Findley,  E. 
Givcns,  T, 
Henderson,  0. 
I.vnch  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 

Pairs. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah        |  Keating,  j.  H. 
Dobsoa,  H.  RusseM,  W. 

Chataway.  T.  D.  |  Russell,  E.  J. 

Question  so  resolved  in  ^he  affirmative. 
Request  agree(|„Js)^edbyCiOOgle 
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Request  (by  Senator  Gsat)  put — 
Tbat  the  Home    of    RepreacaUtives  be  te> 
qveited  to  make  tbc  dutj  on  item  384*  paragraph 

B,  "  Piuios,  Upright,"  ad  val.  (imports  from  the 

United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  14 

Xoes     ...  ...  ...  12 


Majority        ...  ...  2 

Ayes. 


Cioft,  J.  W. 

Ncild.  CoIoDcI 

Frucr,  S. 

Pearee,  G.  F. 

Goold,  U. -Colonel 

Puis  ford,  E. 

C«y,  J.  P. 

Sayeis,  R.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Macfarlaae,  J. 

McColI.  J.  H. 

Milla.  £.  D. 

Teller: 

Ualtahy,  £. 

St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 

Nobs. 

Best,  R.  W. 

Stewart,  J.  C. 

'le  Laigic,  H. 

Story,  W.  H. 

GivRu,  T. 

Trenwitb,  W.  A. 

HenderaoD,  G. 

Turley,  H. 

Lrodi,  P.  J. 

UcGregor,  G. 

Teller: 

Ncedbam,  £. 

Findlcy,  E. 

Pairs. 

Symon,  Sii  Josiah 
Dobson,  H. 

Keating  T.  H. 

Russell,  W. 
Rosaell,  E.  J. 

Cbattway,  T.  D. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Soiator  Ghat)  agreed  to— 

That  the  House  of  Represent atives  be  re- 
qiKstrd  to  make  the  duty  on  item  384,  para- 
graph c,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.  ; 
iCnited  Kingdom),  20  per  cent, 

Itan  385  (Musical  Instruments,  parts  of 
and  accessories,  &c.)  agreed  to. 

Item  3S6.  Military  Band  and  Orchestral 
Mnuc^il  Instrument  .  .  .  Tenor 
Trombones,  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Eificutire  Council)  [12.9].— I 
desire  to  remove  the  limitatiai  which  is 
imposed  in  the  phrase  "  Tenor  Trom- 
bones," and  therefore  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Kepiesentatives  be  re- 
qaested  to  amend  item  386  by  leaving  out  the 
word  *'  Tenor  "  before  the  word  "  Trombones." 

Request  agreed  to. 

Dirision  XVI. — Miscellaneous. 

Item  387  (Bags,  Baskets,  Boxes,  Cases, 
or  Trunlcs,  with  or  without  fittings,  &c.), 
agreed  to. 

Item  388.  Baskets,  tIz.,  Workmen's,  of  rush 
and  straw,  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [12.12]. — I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Rr preseotatives  be  re- 
qunted  to  amend  item  388  by  leaving  ont  the 
word  "and"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
ward  "or." 


Senator  Fulsford. — Why  not  strike  out 
the  word  "Workm«i's,"  as  there  must  be 
a  difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  the 
baskets  ? 

Senator  BEST. — No,  the  word  has  a 
recognised  meaning  in  the  Department. 

Senator  Trenwith. — These  are  the  bas- 
kets u.sed  for  holding  carpent«s'  tools. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  389  (Articles  which  bear  ad^'enise- 
ments,  &c.),  agreed  to. 

Item  3go.  Curled  Hair  and  Curled  Fibre,  ad 
val.,  as  per  cent. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  EMcutive  Council)  [12.13]- — 
This  item  is  not  intended  to  apply  to 
human  hair,  or  imitations  thereof,  and 
therefore  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Repreacntatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  %rjo  by  inserting  the 
words  •'  suitable  for  upholstering  purposes." 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  3QI.  Filters,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.,  15  per  cent. 

Senator  CLEMOXS  (Tasmania)  [12.14]. 

— 1  move — 

That  the  House  o  f  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  391  free. 

I  think  that  honorable  senators  are  aware 
that  a  very  large  variety  of  locally-made 
filters — and,  if  necessary,  I  shall  add  im- 
ported filters— are  put  on  the  market  which, 
from  a  medical  point  of  view,  are  most 
inefficient.  Of  late,  this  subject  has  in- 
terested me  a  little,  and  I  desire  to  bring 
certain  facts  before  the  Commit:ee.  It  is 
not  very  long  since  a  scientific  test  was 
made  by  the  best  authorities  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  ascertain  which  kinds  of  fil- 
ters were  adequately  satisfactory.  The 
result  of  the  test  was  that  only  two  out  of, 
I  think,  itearly  100  filters  were  declared  by 
high  medical  authorities  to  be  really  ade- 
quate for  the  purpose  for  which  a  filter  is 
u.sed.  There  was  one  variety  of  Berkfeldt 
filter,  a^id  one  variety  of  the  Pr.steur  filter. 
The  first  of  these  is  made  in  England,  and 
the  other  in  France.  They  are  patented 
filters,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  are  not 
being  made  in  Australia.  I  suppose  that 
for  the  most  part  the  makers  of  filters  in 
Australia  rely  chiefly  uptm  the  sponge  to 
do  the  work  of  filtration. 

Senator  Best. — Oh,  na 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— I  should  say 
that  is  so  in  'die  case  of  the  majority  olF 
filters  made  here. 

Senator  Best. — I  do  not  wish  to  adver- 
tise the  name  of  a  particular  filter,  but  it 

is  not  so.  DigitizedbyGoOgle 
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Senator  CLE^IONS.— I  do  not  wish  the 
honorable  senator  to  advertise  a  particular 
filter,  but  I  repeat)  what  I  have  said  as  to 
the  result  of  a  very  extensive  test  recently 
tnade  by  the  high^  sdentific  authorities 
in  the  United  Kingdomi  which,  of  course, 
was  undertaken  with  the  desire  to  prevoit 
danger  to  human  life  from  the  drinking 
of  impure  water. 

Senator  McGregor. — Does  the  honoi  ■ 
able  senator  desire  that  defective  filters 
should  be  admitted  free? 

Senator  CLEMONa— Senator  McGre- 
gor knows  that  what  I  desire  is  that  we 
should  admit  free  the  filters  which  have 
been  proved  to  be  effective  for  the  purpose 
for  which  a  filter  is  int^ided,  and  the  hon- 
orable senator  should  join  with  me  in  that 
desire.  We  know  how  important  the  pro- 
per filtratim  of  water  is,  not  cwily  in  the 
country  districts,  but  in  the  large  towns  of 
Australia.  The  non-filtrati(ni  of  water  is 
largely  responsible  for  the  frequent'  out- 
breaks of  typhoid. 

Senator  Findlev. — Filters  that  are 
most  highly  recommended  are  made  in 
Australia. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Senator  Findley 
is  aware  that  I  am  not  decrying  anything 
made  in  Australia.  I  never  do  that.  I 
state  that  "the  result  of  probably  the  most 
important  investigation  of  filters,  that  was 
ever  made,  showed  that  of  nearly  one  hun- 
dred various  forms  of  filters  only  two  were 
I»onounced  to  be  really  effective  by  the  enu- 
nent  authorities  who  conducted  the  test. 
T\xdt  legatt  was  strongly  condemnatory 
of  a  vast  vari^y  of  filters  commonly  used. 
They  sta!ted,  as  some  of  us  are  aware,  that 
many  so-called  filters,  instead  of  being 
effective  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
are  intended,  positively  increase  to  those 
asing  them,  the  danger  of  imbibing 
Qoxious  germs.  I  hope  that  honorable  sena- 
tors will  recc^nise  that  we  ought  to  put 
within  the  reach  of  the  public  of  Australia 
the  best  filters  that  the  world  can  produce, 
irrespective  of  where  they  are  made,  and 
for  that  reason  we  should  allow  filters  to 
come  in  free.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that 
this  duty  of  15  per  cent,  is  a  protective 
duty,  and  it  should  ncK  be  necessary  to 
argue  the  matter  at  length  to  induce  Sena* 
lor  Best  to  accept  the  request  I  have 
moved.  The  hcmorable  smator  cannot 
attach  very  much  importance  to  the  revenue 
aspect  of  ihe  question,  as  according  to  the 
statement  supplied  to  honorable  senators, 
onlv  £,^14,  was  paid  in  duty  on  filters  in 
1906.    This  is  an  item  in  the  TariflF  which 


should  certainly  be  free,  as  I  am  sure  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  proper  filtra- 
ticHi  of  water  is  one  of  the  best  means  that 
could  be  adop>ted  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
disease. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [,12.25]. — 
Senator  Clemons  has  really  furnished  the 
Committee  with  a  very  substantual  reason 
(ot  insisting  upon  the  dutiee  proposed. 
He  has  very  properly  said  that  the  result 
of  a  test  of  some  100  varieties  of  filters 
in  the  Old  Country,  showed  that  ohly  two 
of  them  adequately  and  effectively  an- 
swered the  purpose  of  providing  abso- 
lutely pure  water.  That  is  a  very  striiHig 
reason  why  the  enormous  percentage  of 
those  which  may  be  regarded  as  defective 
filters  should  not  be  placed  on  the  Aus- 
tralian market  free  of  du&>'  under  high 
sounding  titles.  If  there  were  some  guar- 
antee that  only  the  three  or  four  filters  that 
have  been  proved  to  be  effective  would  be 
imported  there  would  be  s(»ne  force  in  the 
honorable  senator's  argument;  but  it  is 
probable  that  those  filters,  because  of  their 
command  of  more  important  markets,  would 
be  less  known  here  than  the  defective  filters. 
We  are  really  being  asked  to  open  the  door 
to  the  bogus  filters  which  formed  the  large 
proportion  of  those  examined  in  the  test 
to  which  the  honorable  senator  has  referred. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  not  pretend  that  15  per  cent,  is  a 
protective  duty? 

Senator  BEST.— It  is  not  a  high  duty, 
but  it  would  have  a  discouraging  influence 
upon  importations.  It  is  intended  to  be  a 
protective  dutj'.  It  is  the  duty  that  was  im- 
posed under  the  old  Tariff,  and  the  duty 
recommended  by  both  sectitms  of  the  Tariff 
Cwnmission  after  investigation. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^There  was  no  evi- 
dence. 

Senator  BEST.— I  do  not  know  what 
the  evidence  was,  but  both  sections  of  the 
Commission  reoxnmended  a  duty  of  15  per 

cent,  on  filters. 

Senator  McGregor. — An  Adelaide  firm 
manufactures  filters  that  are  sent  all  over 
Australia. 

Senator  BEST.— We  need  not  trarel  one 
hundred  yards  frc»n  this  building  to  find 
one  of  the  best  and  most  popular  filters 
made  in  the  Conun<xi wealth.    It  is  used  by 

nearly  all,  if  not  all,  the  cordial  manu- 
facturers in  this  city,  and  commands,  to 
some  extent,  an  bf4feo^C<J"ty 
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proposed  is  a  mildly  protective  cme,  and 
it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  retained. 

Question  put. 
Aves 

N'oes  ... 
Majority 


Clmons,  J.  S. 

r,»T,  J.  P. 
HtcfuUne,  J. 
McCoU,  J.  H. 


Best,  R.  W. 
tt  Largie,  H. 
FindlcT.  E. 
Frater;  S. 
Gims,  T. 
HendsrioD,  G. 
I,yndi,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Miilra.  E.  D. 
Mulcahv.  E. 
NeedbuD,  E. 


The  Committee  divided. 

  6 

...  20 

  14 

Atbs. 

St.  Ledger,  A.  ]. 

Teller: 
PuUford,  E. 

Noes. 

Pcarce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  ]. 
Sayers,  R.  J 
Stewart,  T.  C 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Croft,  J.  W. 


Pairs. 


Symon,  Sir  Jesiab 
Dobsos,  U. 


Keating  T.  H. 
Russell,  W. 


Question  so  resoh'ed  in  the  negatire. 

Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  392.  Boats,  Launches,  and  Yachti,  im* 
ported  in  any  vessel,  or  whicli  have  been  put 
om  of  uy  vessel  off  the  coast  of  Australia,  and 
tn  tubseqaently  brought  into  Australia,  includ- 
ing all  fittings,  ad  va!.,  ao  per  cent. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wal«)  [12.26.]. — I  suppose  that  there  is 
no  duty  unposed  on  a  large  ship. 

Senator  Best. — Large  ships  are  not  im- 
ported. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Yes,  they  are. 
SenatOT  Best.— There  is  no  duty  on 
them. 

Senator  PULSFORD.  —  If  there  is  no 
duty  on  a  big  s*iip,  why  should  a  duty  be 
imposed  <hi  a  little  ship?  Why  should 
there  be  a  duty  «i  a  yacht  if  there  is  none 
on  a  ship? 

Senator  Fit^DLEV.  —  Let  us  impose  a 
duty  on  ships  if  the  htmorable  senator 
thinks  tliere  should  be  a  dutv  cm  yachts. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I'have  no  doubt 
that  Senator  Findley  is  sufficiently  intelli- 
gent to  know  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of 
imposing  a  duty  on  yachts.  I  suggest  that 
it  should  be  logical,  even  from  the  pro- 
tectionist point  of  view,  that,  having  no 
(juty  on  big  ships,  we  should  not  impose  a 
duty  on  small  ships. 

Senator  Savers. — We  build  yachts  in 
Australia  as  well  as  they  are  built  in  any 
lun  of  the  wcffld. 


Senator  PULSFORD.— I  suppose  there 
are  some  people  who  would  say  that  we 
can  also  build  big  ships.   I  move — 

That  the  House  -  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  392  iree. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [12.27]. — 
This  item  is  intended  to  cover  boats  which 
do  not  come  here  on  their  own  bottcnns.  As 
honorable  senators  are  no  doubt  aware,  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission recommended  this  duty  of  20  per 
cent.,  and  the  free-trade  secti<xi  reoxn- 
mended  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  A  dnty  of 
20  per  cent,  does  not  provide  any  unreason- 
able protecti<xi,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  boats,  laimchesi  and  yachts  are  freely 
made  in  Australia. 

Senator  Findley.  —  No  protectimist 
duty  is  unreasonable. 

Senator  BEST.  —  Certainly  a  20  per 
cent,  duty  on  this  item  is  not  unreasonable, 
and  I  hope  that  honorable  senators  will 
see  their  way  to  agree  to  it. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[12.28]. — There  is  a  difficulty  in  this  matter 
which  prevents  me  from  supporting  the 
request  submitted  by  Senator  Pulsford. 
Honorable  senators  will  remember  that 
when  we  were  dealing  with  marine  machi- 
nery, I  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
Conmittee  the  ver^  peculiar  and,  I  think, 
unsatisfactory  position  which  arises  from 
the  fact  that  while  a  fully  equipped  vessel 
can  be  brought  here  free,  if  a  ship-builder 
in  Australia  wishes  to  avoid  the  payment 
of  duty  on  the  engines  and  other  machinery 
with  whicli  it  must  be  fitted,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  expedient  of  bringing 
them  in  in  bond  and  then  sailing  with  them 
out  of  Australian  waters  in  bwid  on  a 
voyage,  which  may,  or  may  not,  be  spuri- 
ous, when  he  can'  bring  them  in  free.  When 
I  directed  attention  to  the  matter,  the  Com- 
mittee was  not  prepared  to  assist  me  in 
ronoving  the  anomaly.  I  point  out  that  if 
we  were  to  agree  to  Senator  Pulsford's  re- 
quest, we  should  create  just  such  another 
anomaly,  because  whilst  the  maker  of  a 
yacht  in  Australia  would  have  to  pay  duty 
on  the  different  materials  and  fittings,  he 
used,  under  Senator  Pulsford's  proposal, 
it  would  be  possible  to  import  a  completed 
vessel  free  of  dutv.  One  effect  of  that 
wouli]  probably  be  that  the  industry  of 
yacht  building,  which  is  at  present  carried 
on  to  some  extent,  at  any  rate  in  Sydney, 
would  be  transferred  to  New  Zealand. 
The  boats  would  be  built  there,  sailed 
here,  and  brought  in  free /underrilis  pro- 
posal.     Much  as  >7g'Wlkfr-%^^i»itie& 
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connected  with  the  shipbiuiding  trade. 
Senator  Pulsfc^  will  see  that  by  his  pro* 
position  he  will  be  dcong  a  distinct  injus- 
tice to  our  local  builders. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [12.31]. — I  was  not  present  when 
this  subject  came  up  before,  and  the  point 
of  view  put  by  Senator  Millen  had  not  at- 
tracted my  attentioa.  I  n  the  circum  • 
stances,  1  ask  leare  to  withdraw  my  re- 
quest. 

Request,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Item  agre«l  ta 

Item  393.  Oart  and  Scnlts,  ad  val.  20  per 
cent. 

Senator  CLE  MONS  (Tasmania) 
[12.32]. — Will  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  agree  to  modify  this 
item  by  making  oars  and  sculls  for  racing 
boats  free?  I  do  not  know  that  it  will 
largely  affect  the  item  from  the  Minister's 
point  of  ^-iew,  but  it  will  help  on  the  most 
healthy  spcat  in  the  C^mcmwealth. 
In  nearly  every  four  or  ^ght-oar  racing 
boat  in  Australia,  oars  or  sculls  made  in 
England  axe  used.  Nearly  every  sculler 
uses  them  also.  One  of  the  reascjhs  is  the 
kind  of  wood  out  of  which  they  are  made. 
The  English  oars  used  are  made  either  by 
Norris  or  Ayling.  I  know  of  many  cases 
where  they  have  been  imported,  not  be- 
cause those  who  use  them  want  only  an 
article  made  in  England,  but  because  it  is 
recognised  that  they  are  better  made  in 
England  at-  present,  and  that  there  are 
better  opportunities  there  for  getting  the 
timber  which  is  most  suitable  for  racing 
purposes.  Of  all  the  sports  indulged  in 
by  English-speaking  people,  there  is  none 
so  healthy  or  free  f rtnn  gambling  or  other 
contamination  as  rowing. 

Senator  Henderson.  —  Are  not  the 
racing  boats  mainly  built  of  cedar? 

Senator  CLE  MONS.— 1  am  glad  to 
say,  because  I  have  had  something  to  do 
with  racing  in  my  time,  that  most  excellent 
racing  boats  are  made  in  Melbourne,  but 
the  best  oars  and  sculls  are  at  present 
made  in  England,  although  they  may  be 
used  here  in  Australian  made  boats.  The 
two  firms  I  have  named  have  world-wide 
reputations.  Most  rowing  clubs  in  Aus- 
tral'.a  are  rather  short  in  their  finances, 
because,  although  healthy,  the  sport  is 
very  expensive,  and  the  payment  of  the 
duty  will  be  a  serious  raa!tter.  We  could 
encourage  the  sport  to  scxne  extent  1^  re- 
lieving the  members  of  rowing  clubs  of 
this  impost.  If  oars  and  sculls  are  made 
here  to  satisfy  rowers  and  scullers,  they 


will  buy  them,  whether  the  item  is  free  or 
tkK,  because  the  cost  of  importing  is  con- 
siderable. The  duty  r^resents  a  tax  that 
operates  largely  against  every  healthy  row- 
ing club  in  the  Commonwealth.  I  sup- 
pose that  so  far  as  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment is  ccKicemed,  no  ocmfusion  or 
anomaly  will  be  created  by  what  I  pro- 
pose, because  oars  and  sculls  for  racing 
boats  are  emirely  different  frcHn  those  used 
In  ordinary  rowing  boats.    I  move — 

That  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCt  be  re- 
<iuested  to  amend  item  393  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing new  paragraph  : — B.  Oars  and  Sculls 
for  Racing  Boats,  free." 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [12.363. — • 
We  may  all  forgive  Senator  Clemons  few 
making  this  proposirion,  having  in  view  bis 
past  reputation  and  connexilon  with  this 
fine  sport.  Biit  Australian  scuUens  and 
oarsmen  have  established  themselves  on 
more  than  one  occasion  as  the  diampions 
of  the  wOTld,  and  ha^-e  been,  as  a  rule, 
accustomed  to  use  their  own  Australian- 
made  sculls. 

Senator  Clemons. — With  great  respect 
I  tell  the  h<xiorable  senator  that,  it  is  not 

so. 

Senator  BEST. — Some  may  prefer  one 
class  of  scullsj  and  others  another;  but  I 
have  reason  to  know  that  certain  diam;HOn 
scullers  prefer  Anstralian-made  sculls, 
even  taking  them  abroad  with  them  and 
bringing  them  back  with  their  laurels. 

Senator  Givens. — Are  they  made  out  of 
Australian  wood  ? 

Senator  BEST.-— I  do  not  know  that, 
but  there  is  no  reason  why  racing  sculls 
should  not  be  made  here.  They  have 
already  ^tood  the  test,  and  have  in  every 
way  answered  their  purposes.  I  admit 
that  the  exception  asked  for  is  a  small 
OHL',  but  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
be  made. 

Qtiesti(m  put.     The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  z6 


Majority 


Ates. 


CleRKMIS,  J.  S. ' 
Givens,  T. 
Gould,  I,t.-Colonel 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Henderson,  G. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Neild,  Colonel  D,g|t„ 


Pearce,  G.  F. 
Pulsford,  E. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 
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Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 

I:"iiitJI«y,  E. 
Frascr,  S. 
Lynch,  V.  J. 
McCoU,  J.  H 
McGregor,  G. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Nccdham,  E. 


Kuss«ll,  E.  J. 
Saycrs,  R.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Si.  l-cdRcr,  A.  T. 
Story,  W.  H. 
'irenwith,  W.  A. 


SymoD,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson.  H. 


Teller: 
Ae  Largie,  H. 

I  Keating,  J.  H. 
I  Russell.  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  394  (Carpet  sweepers,  &c.),  agreed 

to. 

Item  305-  Brushes,  viz. — 

(a)  Hair    Brushes,    Tooth,  Scrubbing,  and 

other  Brushes  n.c.i.,  and  Bru^  Sets 
for  halls,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom^,,  25  per 
cent. 

(b)  Hog-hair,  Sable-batr,  Camel-hair,  Bad- 

ger-hair,    in    White    Metal,    Tin,  or 
Quill,    i-inch    or    under,  including 
Aerographs,  ad  va!.  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  c«t. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 
Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [12.40]. — 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Represent&tiTes  be  re- 
quested to  amend  iteoa  395,  paragraph  B,  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  Hog-hair,  Sable-hair, 
Camel-hair,  Badger- hair,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  Artists'  Brushes." 
The  object  of  the  paragraph  is  to  admit 
artists'  brushes  at  5  per  cent,  and  free.  The 
words  which  I  desire  to  leave  out  are  a 
limitati<xi,  because  we  are  anxious  to  admit 
those  brushes  whether  they  are  made  oi 
the  real  hair  or  some  excellent  unitation. 
We  wish  to  malce  the  paragraph  more  com- 
prehensive. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [12.42]. 
— It  is  enviously  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  many  honorable  senators,  that 
this  paragraph  should  be  completely  free, 
for  the  reasons  contained  in  the  description 
of  the  articles  covered  by  it.  Why  then  tax 
them  at  5  per  cent,  under  the  General 
Tariff?  While  I  hope  that  England  will 
be  famed  for  her  art  for  many  centuries  to 
come,  I  cannot  pretend  that  she  has  a  mono- 
poly of  it,  or  of  the  instruments  used  in 
it.     I  therefore  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qaested  to  make  item  305,  paragraph  B  (imports 
nndrr  General  Tariff),  free. 

Question  put.  The  Ctnnmittee  divided. 
Aves  ...         ...  13 

Noes   16 


Clemoni,  T.  S. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Henderson,  G. 
Lynch  P.  J. 
Macfarlane,  }. 
Needham,  E. 

Best,  R.  W. 
de  Lai^ie,  U. 

Fraser,  S, 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Milieu,  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Ncild,  Colonel 


Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson,  H. 


Ans. 

Pulsford,  E. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
Givens,  T. 

Noes. 

Tearce,  C  F. 
Kussell,  K.  J. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  }. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Fmdley,  £. 

Pairs. 

Keating,  1.  H. 
Russell,  W. 


Haioritj 
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Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Sitting  suspended  from  12.45  ^  ^■45 

Item  396  (Co3ce)  agreed  to. 
Item  397.  Manures,  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [2.55]. — I 

move — - 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  397  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing new  paragraph  :— "  (a)  Superphosphates, 
per  ton  (General  Tariff},  lOs.;  (United  King- 
dom), 5s." 

Subsequently,  if  that  request  be  adopted, 
I  intend  to  ask  the  Counittee  to 
agree  to  a  request  for  the  insertion 
of  the  following  paragraph :  — "  (b) 
N.e.i.,  free."  The  object  of  the  pre- 
sent request  is  to  give  a  small  protection 
to  the  superphosphates  industry.  It  has 
been  established  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
five  years,  and  certainly  it  is  one  of  our 
best,  perhaps  cm  of  our  most  flobrishing, 
industries.  It  represents  an  investment  of 
something  approaching  ,000,000,  and 
mplovs  about  1,000  men  at  a  cost  of  about 
■/"i  50,000.  Honorable  senators  will  natur- 
ally ask.  Why  is  a  protective  duty  sought  at 
this  stsge?  Hitherto  we  have  been  able, 
without  any  difficulty,  to  compete  with  the 
importations  frcnn  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Europe,  but  recently  large  importations  have 
been  made  in  Japan.  In  the  latter 
countrv  there  exist  great  natural  facili- 
ties for  the  production  of  superphos- 
phates, and  labour  is  obtainable  at  about 
one-twelfth  of  the  cost  which  is  paid  in 
Australia.  The  large  cbsnping^iiKrations 
which  have  takeff'fitS^ych^ig^Jtht  years 
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have  created  considerable  misgivings. 
Under  the  old  cmiditions  the  imposititm  of 
the  duty  proposed  would  not  have  been 
sought,  but  we  regard  with  a  large  degree 
of  apprehension  the  inroads  which  are  be- 
ing made  by  Japan  in  consequence  of  their 
cheap  production  of  superphosphates.  We 
have  endeavoured,  by  legislation  and  other- 
wise, to  protect  ourselves  against  dumping 
operations,  but  when  we  see  that  the  local 
industry  is  liable  to  be  injured,  workmen 
discharged  from  employment,  and  capital 
employed  unprofitably,  it  is  our  duty  to 
give  a  reasonable  measure  of  protection. 
I  have  no  reason  to  fear  that  this  duty 
would  result  in  any  increased  price  to  the 
consumer. 

Senator  Millen.— That  is  the  very  thing 
which  the  manufacturers  have  brought 
about  now  by  a  combination. 

Senator  BEST.— The  Erst  thing  we  have 
to  do  is  to  secure  the  establishment  of  the 
industry  on  a  sound  and  healthy  basis, 
and  then  should  ccwnbinations  be  formed 
they  may  be  regulated  by  our  internal 
legislation.  We  have  large  phosphatic 
deposits  in  the  various  States.  I  be- 
lieve that  there  are  enormous  deposits 
in  South  Australia  which  are  cap- 
able of  being  profitably  worked.  There 
are  deposits  in  Tasmania  from  which  sul- 
phuric acid,  which  is  a  very  important  ele- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  superphos- 
phates, can  be  readily  obtained.  There  are 
similar  deposits  in  Western  Australia  and 
in  Queensland. 

Senator  Clemons. — Of  what? 

Senator  BEST.— Of  phosphatic  rock. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — No.  The  only 
phosphatic  rock  in  the  Conmonwealth  is 
m  South  Australia.  There  are  deposits  of 
pyrites  everywhere  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Givens. — Superphosphates  are 
being  manufactured  at  Broken  Hill  and 
at  Mount  Lyell. 

Senator  BEST. — And  in  several  other 
places  in  the  Comm(Hi wealth.  The  duty 
proposed  would  amount  to  about  12^ 
per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff,  and 
about  6  per  cent,  on  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  is  submitted  merely 
as  a  measure  of  protection  against  dump* 
ing  operations.  I  repeat  that  there  is  no 
reasOT  to  fear  that  the  consumer  will  be 
in  any  way  penalized  under  the  operation 
of  this  duty,  and  as  its  imposition  will 
tend  to  maintain  the  industry  in  a  healthy 
condition,  I  recommend  the  request  to  the 
Committee. 


Senator  CLEMONS.  (Tasmania)  [3.4J. 
— I  cannot  congratulate  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  upon  the  ac- 
curacy of  his  information,  and  if  he  has 
been  accurately  informed  I  cannot  con- 
gratulate the  honorable  senator  upon  the 
way  in  which  he  has  tried  to  give  the  in- 
formation to  the  Ccxnmittee.  We  have  to 
deal  here  with  a  oxnparatively  simple  ques- 
tion. It  is  well  known  that  superphos- 
phate is  manufactured  by  the  application 
of  sulphuric  acid  to  phosphatic  rock,  and 
the  world's  supply  of  the  phosphatic  rock, 
which  every  manufacturer  of  superphos- 
phate requires,  is  obtained  practically  from 
one  island,  known  as  Ocean  Island. 

Senator  Lynch.— And  Christmas  Island. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  practi- 
cally in  the  same  group  as  Ocean  Island. 
To  show  the  extent  to  which  Ocean  Is- 
land is  resorted  to  for  supplies  of 
phosphatic  rock,  I  may  say  that  both  Aus- 
tralian and  Japanese  manufacturers  of 
superphosphate  obtain  their  supplies  of 
phosphatic  rock  fr<xn  that  island.  South 
Australia  is  the  only  State  in  the  Com- 
monwealth in  which  so  far  a  phosphatic 
deposit  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  phos- 
phatic rock  has  been  discovered,  and  I 
say  advisedly  that  if  the  South  Australian 
deposit  were  good  for  the  manufacture  of 
manures  the  people  who  own  it  would  be 
in  possession  of  an  immense  fortune,  as 
every  manufacturer  of  superphosphate  in 
Australia  would  be  delighted  to  be  able 
to  c^tain  his  supplies  of  phosphatic  rock 
from  that  source.  Unfwtunately,  al- 
though many  scientific  investigations  of  the 
deposit  have  been  made,  speaking  gener- 
ally the  quality  is  not  good  enough  for 
the  purpose.  Though  the  South  Austra- 
lian deposit  is  now  availed  of  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  there  would  be  a  rush  of  people 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  superphos- 
phate to  obtain  supplies  fmn  that  source 
if  the  quality  were  what  is  required.  As 
I  have  said,  superphosphate  is  made  by 
the  application  of  sulphuric  acid  to  phos- 
phatic rock.  Sulphuric  acid  is  manufac- 
tured very  largely  by  the  Mount  Lvell 
Company,  bv  Cuming,  Smith,  and  Com- 
pany, of  Melbourne,  and  other  oxnpanies, 
and  is  derived  from  pyrites.  Every 
pyritic  ore  contains  sulphur,  and  it 
is  the  sulphur  extracted  from  these 
pyritic  ores  that  is  applied  by 
the  manufacturers  to  phosphatic  rock 
to  turn  it  into  superphosphates.  I  believe 
that  the  Mount  Lyell  Comppy  are  now  the 
largest  manuf act^^r ^^sl^v^jd^hates 
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in  Australia,  and  they  started  their  opera- 
tions when  superphosphates  were  free  of 
duty.  They  have  practically  no  difficulty 
to  surmount,  but  the  <Mie  difficulty  common 
to  all  engaged  in  this  industry  in  Aus- 
tralia of  acquiring  supplies  of  phosphatic 
rock. 

Senator  STOity. — Except  that  Japanese 
superphosphates  can  be  landed  in  Austra- 
lia at  a  cheaper  rate  than  that  for  which 
the  locally-manufactuied  article  can  be 
idd. 

Senator  CLE  MONS.— Speaking  gene* 
rally,  I  think  that  is  not  a  fact.  There 
have  been  only  a  few  casual  shipments 
from  Japan,  and  the  quantity  of  super- 
phosphates imported  is  comparatively  in- 
signiticant  compared  with  the  quantity 
locally  produced. 

Senator  Story. — What  about  the  impor- 
tations this  year? 

Senator  CLE  MONS. — I  cannot  give  the 
honorable  senator  the  figures  with  respect 
to  the  importations  up  to  date. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Twenty-four  thou- 
sand tCMis  of  phosphatic  rock  were  im- 
pend from  Ocean  Island. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I   have  already 
said  that  the  supplies  of  phosphatic  rock, 
which  is  the  basis  of  the  manufacture  of 
superphosphates,  not  only  in  Australia,  but 
elsewhere,  have  to  be  obtained  from  Ocean 
Island.    I  regret,  quite  as  much  as  Senator 
Story  can  possibly  do,  that  South  Austra- 
lia cannot  supply  our  manufacturers  with 
the  phosphatic  rock  they  require. 
Senator  Story. — She  can. 
Senator   CLEMONS.— If  that  be  so, 
then  the  owners  of  the  island  near  South 
Australia,  which  cmtains  the  deposit  re- 
ferred to,  possess  scxnething  better  than  a 
big  gold  mine,  and  I  should,  like  to  own 
but  a  twentieth  share  in  it.    The  Mount 
Lvell  Company  are  manufacturing  super- 
phosphates to  such   an  ext«it,   and  so 
cheaply,  owing  to  the  advantage  they  have 
in  owning  the  mines  from  which  the  sul- 
phur, and  consequently  the  sulphuric  acid, 
which    they   require,   are  obtained,  that 
their   competition   with  other  Australian 
manufacturers  has  become   severe   and — 
I   gieatlv   dislike  to  mention  names — 
Messrs.  Cuming,  Smith,  and  Company,  of 
Melbourne,  are  b^ng  beatep  by  them. 

Senator  Story.— -No,  they  are  being 
beaten  by  the  Japanese. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  not  so. 
They  are  being  beaten  by  the  Mount  Lyell 
CcMopany,  because  of  the  advantage  pos- 
jessed  Of  that  ccnnpany  owiog  to  &e  fact 


that  their  own  mines  provide  them  with  a 
better  supply  of  the  sulphur  necessary  to 
manufacture  sulphuric  acid  than  can  be 
obtained  from  any  otner  mines  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.   The  othA  firm  to  which  1 
have  referred  is  at  the  present  mcxnent  com- 
pelled to  purchase  pyrites  from  which  to 
extract   sulphuric   acid,  and   the  Mount 
.Lyell   Cwnpany,   working  cm  their  own 
supply  of  pyrites,  are  ccmsequently  at  a 
distinct  advantage.    It  is  clear  that  the 
competitors  of  the  Mount  'Lyell  Company 
must  pay  much  more  for  the  pyrites  trom 
which  to  extract  sulphur  than  the  Mount 
Lyell  Company  have  to  pay,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  they  are  being  left  behind 
in  the  local  ccxnpetition.    I  do  not  believe 
that  the  imposition  of  the  proposed  duty 
would  help  those  sufiFering  trom  the  ccmi- 
petition  in  the  slightest  degree,  but  a  pro- 
bable result  of  its  imposition  would  be 
that  the  Mount  Lyell    and    other  com- 
panies     manufacturing  superphosphates 
would  avail  themselves  of  the  duty  by 
forming  a  ctxnbine  to  put  up  the  price. 
The  duty  cannot  be  necessary  to  the  Mount 
Lyell  Company,  because  they  began  their 
industry  about  four  years  ago,  when  there 
was  no  duty  imposed  on  this  article ;  they 
made  big  strides  in   the  business,  and 
largely  increased  their  output.    I  am  satis- 
fied that  they  are  not  suffering  from  the 
effects  of  any  importation  of  superphos- 
phates, real  or  imaginary.    If  this  duty  is 
imposed,  it  will  represent,  neither  more  nor 
less,  than  an  added  cost  to  the  price  which 
fanners  must    pay    for  superphosphates. 
Any  one  who  is  conversant  with  the  modem 
prioress  in  agriculture  must  recognise  that, 
speaking  generally,  our  farmers  cannot  use 
too  much  superphosphate.     One  of  our 
chief  troubles  in  connexion  with  the  cul- 
tivation of   land  in  Australia  for  many 
years  past  has  been  due  to  a  neglect  to 
apply  scientific  methods  in  the  industry. 
So  far,  our  farmers  have  not  used  nearlv 
enough  superphosphates,  but  their  supplv 
in  the  future  must  depend  upon  the  supply 
of  phosphatic  rock. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Was  this  question 
inquired  into  by  the  Tariff  Commission  ? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  cannot  answer 
the  honorable  senator  definitely  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

Senator  Pulsford.  —  Both  sections  of 
the  CcHiimission  reaunmended  that  there 
should  be  no  duty  on  this  article. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Speaking  from 
memory,  I  think  I  can  assure  Senator  Mul- 
cahy that  no  oneigiaftadey^Q^|ig[t&on  to 
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&K  Tariff  Commission  for  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  on  superphosphates.  The  Mount 
Lyell  Cwnpany  are  dmng  very  well,  and 
their  operaticms  in  the  manufacture  of 
superphosf^ates  is  ^responsible  for  a  large 
percentage  of  their  annual  profits.  I  em- 
phasize my  stat«nent  that  if  the  phos- 
phatic  deposits  in  South  Australia  were  of 
sufficiently  high  quality  the  owners  would 
have  a  big  fortune  at  their  tx)mmand  for 
the  obvious  reason  that  at  the  presmt  time 
manufacturers  of  superphosphate  have  to 
go  to  Ocean  Island  for  their  supplies  of 
phosphatic  njck.  We  do  not  need  be 
protected  against  the  importation  of  sul- 
phuric acid,  because  no  ship  would  bring 
tt  to  Australia  except  at  excessive  rates  of 
freight.  Practically  the  same  rates  of 
freight  would  be  charged  on  sulphuric  acid 
as  are  charged  on  explosives,  and  we  have 
therefore  no  reason  to  fear  in  Australia  anv 
importation  of  this  article.  Though  it  is 
scarcely  relevant  to  the  question,  I  admit 
that  sulphur  is  sometimes  imported  by 
tYios/^  who  cannot  c£tain  pyrites,  but  that 
is  a  very  expensive  means  of  chaining  the 
raw  material  for  the  production  of  sul- 
phuric acid.  I  am  certain  that  the  imposi- 
tion of  this  duty  can  only  lead  to  an  in- 
creased price  of  the  article. 

Senator  Best. — It  would  only  affect 
62,000  tons  as  against  134,000  tons. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — It  is  not  to  be  im- 
posed cwi  phosphatic  rock. 

Senator  Best. — No;  that  would  be  free. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  can  scarcely 
understand  Senattx  Best's  interjection.  The 
honorable  senator  will  agree  that  the  ques- 
tion of  importation  does  not  come  into  the 
matter  if  there  is  to  be  a  combine.  Whilst 
the  Mount  Lyell  Company  are  doing  well 
now,  and  do  not  require  this  duty,  if  it  is 
imposed,  as  business  m«i,  they  would  no 
dotUtt  be  prepared  to  aivail  themselves  of 
the  oi^XMtunity ,  by  comtttnatton  with 
other  manufacturers  of  superphosphates, 
to  secure  this '  extra  los.  per  tcm. 
We  have  nothing  that  it  is  necessary 
to  protect.  There  is  no  question  of  our 
wanting  to  protect  pyrites  or  phosphatic 
rock.  If  we  have  that  rock,  it  is  just  as 
good  to  us  as  gold.  We  might  just  as  well 
impose  a  duty  on  gold  to  protect  our  gold 
mines,  as  impose  a  duty  on  phosphatic 
rock,  if.  we  have  it  in  Australia.  Seeing 
that  it  will  inevitably  result  in  adding  to 
the  cost  to  every  farmer  of  what  he  ought 
to  be  using  far  more  than  he  is  at  present, 
it  would  extremely  bad  in  the  interests 
6f  the  Commonwealth  to  impose  a  duty. 


Senator  STORY  (South  Australia) 
[3.16.] — If  I  thought  that  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  on  superphosphates  would  in- 
crease the  cost  to  the  farmer,  I  should  not 
be  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  but  I  feel  abso- 
lutely certain  that  it  will  not.  Senator 
Clemons  has  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
Nft.  Lvell  Company  has  the  advantage  of 
other  makers,  but  L  have  been*  assured  by 
the  Australian  manufacturers  that  they  do 
not  fear  the  competition  of  the  Mt.  Lyell 
Company,  or,  in  fact,  the  competitiwi  of 
any  Australian  or  English  manufacturer. 

Senator  Millen. — Not  of  the  Australian 
manufacturers,  because  they  are  all  in  the 
ring. 

Senator  STORY.— But  they  do  fear  the 
Japanese  manufacturers,  and  the  dumping 
of  Japanese  manures  in  Australia.  Pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  Japan  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  very  much  larger  quan- 
tity of  superphosphates  than  will  ever  tie 
wanted  there,  and  the  Japanese  will  be  pre- 
pared to  dump  the  surplus  into  Australia. 
Before  superphosphates  were  manufac- 
tured in  the  Commonwealth,  the  price  was 
very  much  iiigher  than  it  is  now.  I  sup- 
pose that  every  lionorable  senator  has  been 
supplied  with  a  copy  of  this  circular,  which 
shows  that,  before  the  advent  of  local  manu. 
facturers,  the  price  of  superphosphates  in 
Australia  was  ^5  per  ton.  There  are  now 
at  least  nine  Australian  manufacturers,  and 
surely  their  very  number  causes  a  certain 
amount  of  competiticxi,  which  will  prevent 
an  absolute,  combination  to  raise  prices. 
Since  the  advent  of  the  Australian  mal»rs 
the  price  has  been  reduced  to  jQ^  7s.  6d. 
per  ,  ton.  The  Australian  manufacturers 
are  prepared  to  guarantee  that  in  the  event 
of  this  duty  being  imposed  they  will  not 
raise  their  price  to  the  consunum.  Th^ 
are  prepared  to  give  any  guarantee  that  . 
the  Government  think  necessary. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  guarantee  is 
not  worth  the  paper  it  is  written  upon. 

Senator  STORY.— Senator  St.  Ledger 
"  accentuates"  the  fact  that  he  knows  more 
than  any  other  honorable  senator  does,  but 
surely  an  arrangement  can  be  made  between 
the  manufacturers  and  the  Government,  if 
necessary,  to  guarantee  that  their  assurance. 
that  the  price  will  not  be  raised  shall  be 
effective. 

Senator  St.  Ledgfr. — That  can  only  be 

done  by  an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Senator  STORY.— As  a  matter  of  fact. 
Senator  Clemons  has  shown  that  the  Aus- 
tralian makers  can  supply  the  articleito  the 
consumers  at  the  \:f^vs^  yrot^Q^i^ing 
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tbey  have  not  to  compete  against  the  dieap 
labour  ot  Japan. 

Senator  Cleicons. — The  Mount  Lyell 
Company  can  do  it  in  any  case. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Ho^r  much  comes  in 
from  Japan? 

Senator  STORY. — In  1906,  only  4,000 
cwt. 

Senator  Best!  —  Three  thoiisand  tons 
came  in  last  year. 

Senator  STORY. — ^H<M»orabIe  senators 
have  been  supplied  with  a  cutting  from  the 
Ikfelboume  Age  of  recent  date,  showing 
that  the  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society  at 
Warrac^abeal  called  for  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  superpbosi^iates.  The  object  of 
those  fanners  in  co-operating  is  to  obtain 
goods  and  retail  them,  to  their  shardx>idm 
at  wholesale  inrices,  so  that  the  farmer  who 
wants  (xily  one  ton  of  superphosphate — 
practically  a  retail  quantity — gets  it  at  a 
wholesale  price.  The  whole  of  the  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers,  recognising  that  the 
object  of  the  Co-operative  Society  was  to 
sell  retail  quantities  at  wholesale  rates, 
quoted  a  reasonable  price  which  was  very 
much  lower  than  that  prevailing  before  the 
article  was  manufactured  in  Australia,  but 
a  certain  Mr.  H&sell,  on  agent  for  Japan- 
ese ocxiqMLnies,  was  able  to  quote  a  price 
of  several  shillings  less  per  ton,  and  got 
the  contract. 

Senator  Findlet. — Is  it  a  fact  that  be 
is  the  agent  for  Japanese  ccsnpanies? 

S^at<»'  Best. — ^Has  he  not  an  industry 
in  South  Australia? 

Senator  STORY.— Yes.  But  I  know 
that  he  is  the  agent  for  Japanese  ccmi- 
panies.  I  have  travelled  with  him  from 
Melbonrne  to  Adelaide,  and  I  know  that 
he  has  a  much  greater  admiratitHi  for 
Japanese  than  for  Australian  workmen. 
It  is  a  very  fair  assimipticm  when  he  is 
able  to  undersell  all  the  Australian  manu- 
facturers that  he  is  supplying  Japanese 
superphosphates. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  total  value  of 
Japanese  superphosphates  imported  in  the 
last  year  given  in  the  <^5cial  returns  was 
only  '£^90- 

Senator  STORY.— That  was  for  1906. 

SenatOT  Best. — ^12,000  worth  was 
imported  in  1907. 

Senator  STORY.— I  am  sure  that  the 
importations  have  increased  largely.  It 
is  because  of  the  alarming  increase  of  the 
importaticns  from  Japan  and  Germany 
that  the  necessity  for  the  proposed  duty 
exists.  PriOT  to  the  advent  of  the  Aus- 
tralian makers,  it  was  found  that  the  im- 


ported manures  were  largely  adulterated, 
and  in  South  Australia  and  Victwia  spe-r 
cial  legislaticm  had  to  be  passed  to  dteal 
with  the  qtiesticHi. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  Good  legislation, 
too. 

Senator  STORY.— It  was,  undoubtedly, 
but  it  was  necessary,  because  the  manures 
were  imported  from  foreign  countries,  over 
which  the  States  had  no  control. 

Senator  Findley. — The  States  have  no 
control  over  them  now. 

Senator  STORY.  —  But  the  States 
authorities  have  absolute  control  over  the 
local  manufacturers,  and  can  prevent  the 
farmers  bemg  robbed  by  the  supply  of 
adulterated  manures. 

Senator  Clemons. — They  have  abso- 
lutely the  same  .control  over  imported 
manures. 

Senator  STORY.— It  is  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  analyze  a  shipment  of  manures 
than  to  supervise  their  local  manufacture. 
The  circular  to  which  I  have  referred 
contrasts  the  rate  of  wages  paid  in  Japan 
with  those  paid  in  Australia,  as  follows— 

The  workman  in  Japan  receives  only  y^d.  to 
lod.  pei  day  of  eleven  hours,  whereas  the  aver- 
age wage  paid  at  present  in  thU  indusiry  in 
Australia  is  7a.  per  day  of  eight  hours;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  maaufacturer  in  Japan  gets 
just  twelve  times  as  much  labour  for  the  same 
amount  paid  by  the  Australian  manufacturer. 
In  addition  to  this,  Japan  has  superior  facilities 
in  regard  to  cheap  raw  material,  and  can  land 
superphosphates  in  Australia  at  lower  rates  by 
subsidized  steamers. 

That  is  an  additional  advantage  held  by 
the  Japanese  over  the  Australian  maker. 
A  large  amount  of  capital  is  invested  in 
the  Australian  industry,  whilch  must  ex- 
pand enormously.  Every  year  the  amounfl 
of  wheat-growing  land  for  which  this 
manure  is  principally  used  is  increasing. 
In  South  Australia  alone  there  are  mUlions 
of  acres  that  have  never  yet  been  used 
for  wheat-growing — light  lands  which  can 
grow  wheat  only  wtlth  the  u^  of  super- 
I^osphates. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  going  to  make  it  more  difficult  fc* 
those  lands  to  be  used. 

Senator  STORY.— If  I  thought  that 
the  imposition  of  a  duty  would  make 
manures  more  expE^nsive  to  the  farmer,  I 
should  be  one  of  the  first  to  vote  against 
it.  But  the  mantrfacturers  give  an  as- 
surance that  they  will  not  increase  the 
price. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  about  a  re- 
duction of  theD,gB||9^^G(T^fenorable 
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senator  seems  to  think  that  an  increase  of 
the  pace  is  the  only  thing  to  be  looked 
at. 

■Senator  STORY.— This  industry  is  just 
the  same  as  any  other.  There  are  nine 
manufacturers  in  all  the  States  except 
Western  Australia.  If  the  combination 
to  which  Senator  Millen  referred  is  mak- 
ing such  a  good  thing  of  it,  that  it  is 
worth  any  one  else's  while  to  go  into  the 
industry,  I  am  certain  that  men  of  capital, 
like  Senator  demons  and  Senator  Mul- 
cahy,  instead  of  investing  thwr  money  in 
Government  bonds,  will  put  it  iiAo  a  fac- 
tory for  producing  superphosphates,  and 
enter  into  ocMnpetiti(Mi  with  the  combina- 
tion of  nine  companies  who  are  alleged  to 
be  making  such  glorious  profits  by  rob- 
bing the  Australian  farmers.  I  do  not 
apprehend  *that  anything  of  the  sort  will 
take  place.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  are  business  people 
who  are  satisfied  with  a  fair  business  pro- 
fit. All  that  they  desire  is  to  be  pro- 
tected against  !the  dumping  of  this  pro- 
duct frcMn,  cheap-labour  countries.  They 
have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  each  other. 
It  would  not  matter  if  one  ccxnpany  had  a 
monopoly  of  sulphuric  acid,  which,  bv  the 
way  it  has  not.  I  am  glad  ^that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  has 
introduced  this  request.  If  he  had  not 
done  so,  it  was  my  intention  to  move  it, 
because  I  realize  the  magnitude  of  this 
grea^t  industry,  and  recognise  its  immense 
possibilities  of  expansion.  The  local  com- 
panies are  now  producing  185,000  tons, 
and  employ  785  men,  but  those  are  CMily 
the  hands  in  their  immediate  employ.  In 
additicm,  there  are  hundreds  occupied  in 
quarrying  the  rock,  carting  it  to  the  fac- 
tory, and  supplying  the  other  necessar}'  in- 
gredI«As  and  materials,  including  fuel. 
When  we  estimate  what  the  industry  will 
be  in  a  few  )ears'  time,  taking  into  con- 
sideration its  probable  expansion  if  we 
only  impose  a  protective  duty  sufficiently 
high  to  enable  Australian  manufacturers  to 
compete  against  the  cheap  labour  of  Japan 
and  against  the  black  labour  of  other 
countries — and  the  proposal  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  is  for 
a  moderate  duty— «e  must  see  that  there 
is  ample  justificaticxi  for  this  proposal, 
and  I  hope  that  the  request  will  be 
agreed  to. 

.Senator  MULC.MIY  (Tasmania)  [3.31]. 
—I  would  like  to  give  a  lift  to  this  indus- 
try if  it  were  not  that  sr.  many  larger  in- 
terests would  be  nfFected  by  the  imposition 


of  a  duty.  I  think  the  principal  portion 
of  the  material  which  is  used  by  the  Mount 
Lyell  Company — ^the  sulphuric  add- — is 
made  from  rock  brought  over  frran  the 
Moimt  I-yell  mines. 

Senator  Storv. — There  is  plenty  of  it 
at  Wallaroo,  in  South  Australia. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  know  that. 
There  is  plenty  of  it  everywhere,  but 
there  is  very  little  pyritic  rock  so  rich  as 
that  being  mined  at  Mount  Lyell,  so  to 
some  extent  this  may  be  regarded  as  a 
Tasmanian  industry.  Therefore,  if  it 
affected  Tasmania  alone,  one  might  agree 
to  a  larger  rate  of  duty  being  imposed. 
But  there  is  one  matter  which  we  must  re- 
member in  connexion  with  this  item,  and  it 
always  affects  my  vote  when  we  are  deal- 
ing with  primary  industries,  and  particu- 
larly with  the  fanners.  We  have  im,posed 
duties  on  certain  goods,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  benefit  to  the  industries  concerned, 
those  duties  must  penalize  the  farmers  for 
some  time. 

Senator  Storv. — ^The  farmer  must  have 
everything  free. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  think  that  if 
the  farmer  had  most  things  free  Tt  would 
not  be  a  bad  thing  for  the  production  of  the 
Commonwealth.  One  fact  not  referred  to 
as  frequently  as  it  ought  to  be  is  well 
known  in  connexion  with  the  fanning  in- 
dustry, and  that  is  that  it  is  the  natural 
tendency  of  farmer.^;  getting  <m  fresh 
ground  to  exhaust  that  ground  of  all  its 
fertile  properties  before  renewing  them. 
That  has  been  going  on  for  years  in  Tas- 
mania, where  there  is  the  most  fertile  land 
in  the  world. 

Senator  Story. — Queensland  has  the 
most  fertile  land. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— Wherever  a  far- 
mer takes  up  rich  land,  his  tendency  is 
to  go  Ml  using  and  re-using  it  until  its 
fertile  qualities  become  exhausted  and  re- 
quire renewing.  There  is  a  vast  area  of 
land  in  Australia  that  has  been  exhausted 
of  its  fertile  qualities  through  unscientific 
farming.  Crop  after  crop  of  the  same 
nature  has  been  produced  from  it.  The 
history  of  the  superphosphate  industry  is 
a  good  indication  of  that  state  of  affairs. 
A  little  while  ago  the  manure  in  use  was 
the  ordinary  stable  manure.  Afterwards 
guano  was  used,  and  then  a  method  was 
discovered  of  producing  from  phosphatic 
rock  a  product  having  superior  qualities. 
Just  at  the  time  when  the  farmers  are 
feeling  the  necessity  of  using  this  materi::!, 
it  is  proposed  to  impose  a^ty  oniit,  in 
face  of  the  fact  tteKbti^yflA^nQQ^Jfe  of 
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this  particular  kind  of  manure  has  de- 
veIo[:«d  without  any .  assistance  in  the  way 
of  a  duty. 

Senator  Story.  —  Do  you,  as  a  protec- 
tionist, say  tliat  the  impositioa  of  a  duty 
increases  the  price? 

Senator  MULCAHY. — I  do  not  want 
my  protectionist  principles  to  interfere 
with  the  large  farming  industry  npw  de- 
pendent on  superphosphates.  I  have  never 
claimed  to  be  anything  but  a  commcsi- 
soise  protecticmist.  I  am  not  going  to  im- 
pose a  penalty  on  all  farmers  simply  to 
encourage  the  superphosphate  industry. 
What  is  that  industry  compared  with  the 
fanning  industry  which  is  to  a  great  ex- 
tent dependent  on  it,  and  which  is  becom- 
ing more  dependent  on  it  every  day  ?  I 
quite  understand  Senator  Story's  intention, 
but  I  would  like  the  honorable  senator  to 
look  at  the  question  broadly.  In  South 
Australia  there  are  enormous  areas  of  very 
poor  land — ^the  poorest  land  in  any  of  the 
States.  Those  areas  can  be  easily  culti- 
vated and  worked,  but  above  everything 
else  they  need  the  kind  of  manure  with 
which  we  are  now  dealing.  What  does 
Senator  Story  propose  to  do?  For  ihe 
sake  of  what  is  a  miserably  small  industry 
compared  with  the  fumii^  industiy  he  is 
going  to  penalize  all  the  fanny's  of  South 
Australia  ? 

Senator  Story. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  price  will  not  be  increased  by  one 
farthing  per  t<Mi. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— That  is  an  as- 
sertion based  on  a  statement  made  here  by 
interested  people  who  have  come  forward. 

Soiator  MiLLEN. — And  we  have  the  f^^ 
Oiat  they  have  already  got  a  price  agree- 
ment amongst  themselves. 

SdnatOT  Story. — That  is  another  asser- 
ti<Hi. 

Senitfor  Millen. — It  has  been  published 
and  never  denied. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— If  it  has  not 
been  demCMistrated  that  the  manufacturers 
have  a  ring  amongst  themselves  it  will  be 
equally  admitted  that  they  are  not  able  to 
produce  the  highest  (Quality  of  superphos- 
phatic  manure  reqmred  from  material 
within  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  has  been  de- 
monstrated that  they  can. 

S^ator  MULCAHY. — The  fact  remains 
that  the  Mount  Lyell  Ccsnpany  have  sent 
experts  away  thousands  of  miles  to  the 
Scnith  Sea  Islands  to  look  for  this  rock,  at 
very  heavy  expense,  when  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  obtain  it  neair  at  band. 


Senator  Findley. — If  it  is  advantageous 
to  the  farmer  to  get  superphosphates  from 
Japan,  why  not  let  the  Japanese  come  into 
Austra.Ha(  and  make  the  manure  here? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— The  honorable 
senator  is  opening  up  a  tc^ally  different 
question.  The  great  fear  of  some  honor- 
able senators  is  that  something  is  going  to 
happen  in  connexion  with  Japanese  impor- 
tatuKis.  If  honorable  senators  wish  to  do 
the  ri^t  thing,  and  I  should  be  perfectly 
willii^  to  help  them,  the  proper  course  is, 
when  both  Houses  of  Parliament  are  satis- 
fied that  the  superphosphate  industry  is 
developed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  supply 
all  Australian  demands,  to  impose  a  duty 
by  proclamation.  I  have  only  heard  of 
one  place  where  there  are  phosphatic  de- 
posits in  South  Australia. 

Senator  Story. — I  know  of  several. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  know  only  of 
one,  and  I  went  into  the  matter  some  years 
ago.  We  thought  that  we  had  phosphatic 
deposits  in  Tasmania,  and  the  Government 
Geologist  was  sent  to  examine  the  localities 
where  they  were  supposed  to  exist,  but  they 
were  not  there.  Australian  and  Tas- 
manian  farmers  require  this  manure. 

Senator  Story. — Because  Tasmania  has 
not  the  phosphatic  rock  the  honprable  sen- 
ator is  sgainst  the  duty. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— The  honorable 
senator  should  not  impute  motives  like  that. 
If  there  were  any  reason  why  I  should  be 
influenced  in  that  way  it  iS  the  fact  that 
the  principal,  ingredient  in  the  manufacture 
of  superphosphatic  manures  is  a  by-product 
of  the  Mount  Lyell  mines  in  Tasmania, 
and  therefore  I  should  be  in  favour  of  the 
duty  for  Tasmanian  purposes.  It  is  not 
fair  to  tax  Australian  farmers  until  we 
have  established  the  fact  t!hat  superphos- 
phatic manure  can  be  produced  here  at  bed- 
rock prices,  and  that  our  natural  conditions 
are  such  as  to  enable  us  to  give  farmers 
the  manure  they  require  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible rates.  We  do  not  regulate  the  prices 
of  wheat.  Our  farmers  have  to  realize  at 
whatever  they  can  get  in  the  market. 

Senator  Turley. — You  are  progressing 
towards  free-trade  fast. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— It  may  be  a  good 
thing  if  X  am,  if  my  protectionist  friends 
are  going  to  take  the  bit  in  their  teeth  like 
this  and  run  mad  on  every  little  protectiw- 
ist  item — 

Senator  Story. — Little  item  ? 

Senator  MULCAHY.-r^es.  , 
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Senator  MULCAHY.— It  is  a  little  in- 
dustry compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
farming  industry  which  it  is  proposed  to 
cripple.  The  superphosphate  industry  is 
insignificant  compared  with  the  farming  in- 
dustry, which  depends  on  these  superph(»- 
phates. 

Senator  LYNCH  (Western  Australia) 
[3.40]. — I  am  going  to  oppose  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  because  I  believe,  in 
view  of  the  increasing  quantity  of  superphos- 
phates bdng  used  throughout  Australia,  it 
IS  very  necessary  that  we  should  admit  to 
.this  country  the  cheapest  form  of  fertilizer. 
We  know  that  our  State  settlemoits  are 
now  being  pushed  out  into  the  drier 
regicms,  and  that  the  settlers  in  those  locali- 
ties are  greatly  penalized  unless  they  can 
obtain  the  cheapest  form  of  fertilizer  in 
order  to  make  their  areas  productive. 

Senator  Findlev. — Why  not  admit  all 
things  free  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers — 
all  the  methods  of  communicatitm,  engines, 
rails  and  everything  else? 

Senator  LYNCH. — I  suppose  the  honor- 
able senator  is  chiding  me  on  votes  I  have 
given  on  other  items  dealing  with  farming 
implements. 

Senator  Findley. — If  manure  is  going 
to  be  cheap  to  the  fanner  so  should  every- 
thing else.. 

Senator  LYNCH. — If  this  country  were 
setting  out  to  be  simply  a  manure  producing 
country  I  could  understand  the  views  of  the 
honorable  senator,  but  when  we  have  a  large 
dry  area  aa  which  we  desire  to  s^tle  either 
now  or  in  the  near  future  a  large  number 
of  people,  the  question  is  what  is  to  be 
done  to  make  the  land  productive? 

Senator  Millen.  —  Circumstances  are 
forcing  us  out  into  the  drier  areas. 

Senator  LYNCH. — It  is  unfortunately 
this  country's  besetting  difficultv  that  under 
existing  circumstances  we  have  to  force  our 
population  into  rainless  districts.  We  are 
very  much  in  need  of  an  adequate  rainfall 
in  many  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
to  overcome  this  climatic  difficulty  resort  has 
been  made  to  the  use  of  superphosphates, 
in  order  that  the  crop  may  be  got  in  early 
and  got  out  early  beftwe  the  dry  weather 
of  summer  comes  along  to  shrivel  it  up. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  really  a  ccarec- 
tive  of  drought.  You  might  as' well  put  a 
duty  on  irrieation  as  on  this  item. 

Senator  Trenwith.— The  honorable  sen- 
ator knows  very  little  if  he  says  that  super- 
phosphates can  be  used  without  rain. 

Senator  Millen. — No  one  says  so. 

Senator  LYNCH.— I  have  not  attempted 
to  say  that,  but  superphosphates  are  being 


largely  used  in  dry  climates  to  force  the 
crops  80  as  to  get  them  out  before  the  sum- 
mer sun  c<Mnes  on  them. 

Senator  Findley. — Agricultural  imple- 
ments are  used  in  dry  as  well  as  wet  areas, 
and  the  honorable  senates  voted  for  a  duty 
on  them. 

Senator  LYNCH. — For  my  part  I  care 
not  where  the  fertilizer  comes  from,  and  I 
hold  that  it  would  be  an  absolutely  mis- 
taken policy  to  enforce  any  conditions  that 
would  render  our  dry  areas  less  productive 
than  they  could  be  made.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, when  it  comes  to  making  a  chmce 
between  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
ttiese  manures  in  our  several  States  and  in- 
creasing the  area  of  land  that  can  be  used 
for  farming,  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of 
going  for  the  enlarged  area,  and  so 
creating  for  numbers  of  men  an  infi- 
nitely better  means  of  livelihood  than 
could  be  obtained  in  the  cities.  I  think 
that  the  rate  of  wage  in  this  industry  has 
been  fixed  at  as  low  as  6s.  and  6s.  6d.  per 
day.  I  do  not  allow  that  fact  to  influence 
me  in  the  slightest  degree,  but  I  su^srest  to 
the  Committee  that  it  is  far  preferable  to 
enlarge  the  area  under  cultivation,  espe- 
cially in  the  drier  regions,  by  enabling  the 
fanners  to  obtain  the  cheapest  possible  fer- 
tilizer, no  matter  whence  it  may  come. 
Under  existing  conditions,  we  are  face  to 
face  with  the  fact  that  our  people  are  being 
forced  into  the  drier  regions. 

Senator  Givens. — Who  is  forcing  them? 
The  free-traders  ! 

Senatw  LYNCH. — The  arbitrary  condi- 
tions of  circumstance. 

Senator  Givens. — No ;  the  locking  up 
of  the  lands  is  forcing  them  out. 

Senator  LYNCH. — Our  people  will  con- 
tinue to  go  into  the  dry  regions  until  we 
can  provide  an  adequate  remedy,  and  it  is 
a  simple  act  of  justice  «i  our  part  to  see 
that  all  such  persons  are  afforded  every 
chance  to  make  the  lands  productii'e,  and 
achieve  some  result  from  their  lidxMirs. 
Diu^ing  the  last  twenty  years,  we  have  had 
periodical  droughts,  and  statistics  show 
that  we  have  had  to  import  wheat.  For 
instance,  we  imported,  in  1897,  7,000^000 
bushels,  and,  in  1903,  9,000,000  bushels. 

Senator  de  Lakgie. — ^Would  a  plentiful 
supply  of  superphosphates  have  prevented 
those  importations? 

Senator  LYNCH.— I  do  not  say  thai  it 
would.  On  five  occasions  during  the  last 
twenty-two  years  we  hare  been  obliged  to 
import  wheat.  What  is  the,  remedy  pro- 
posed for  Australi%;|it,zS»«^W5«©gte  in 
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possessing  a  dry  climate?  Evidently  it  is 
to  increase  the  cost  of  artificial  manures. 
Thait  will  be  a  mistake  if  it  is  done.  I 
believe  that  by  encouraging  the  local  manu- 
facture of  superjrfiosphates  we  shall  re- 
duce the  number  of  settlers  in  our  dry 
areas,  and  to  that  extent  diminish  the 
amount  of  settlement,  and  producti(xi.  I 
intend  to  oppose  the  request. 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [3.50]. — I 
believe  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  in  a  Parliament  in 
Australia  to  put  a  duty  on  manures.  It 
has  alwavs  been  considered  a  wrong  thing 
to  impose  any  artificial  barriers  between  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil  and  those  factors  that 
will  aid  him  in  its  cultivation.  The  use 
of  manures  during  the  last  eight  or  ten 
years  has  revolutionized  farming  in  very 
many  districts.  Much  of  our  scnl  is  not 
very  ridi,  especially  in  the  plain  country. 
It  has  been  found  that  the  use  of  manures 
with  a  moderate  rainfall  has  almost 
doubled  the  crops.  Of  course,  without 
moisture  superphosphates  do  more  harm 
than  good,  but  with  the  manure  and  a 
little  moisture,  a  man  obtains  a  much 
better  crop. 

Senator  Storv. — The  honorable  senator 
has  argued  that  protective  duties  do 'not 
increase  the  prices  of  articles. 

Senator  McCOLL. — ^Th?y  hzxe  done  so 
in  some  cases. 

Senator  Story. — Why  make  an  excep- 
tion in  this  instance? 

Senator  McCOLL. — Because  I  am  not 
prepared  at  the  present  time  to  subject  the 
farmers  to  the  risk  of  an  experiment  of  this 
description.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  who 
are  the  parties  to  be  considered  by  us? 
Ought  we  to  consider  a  few  manufacturers 
in  the  centres  of  population,  or  the  great 
body  of  agricultural  population  upon 
whom  the  prosperity  of  the  ComnKHi- 
wealth  absolutely  depends?  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  we  have  to  depend  almost  en- 
tirely upon  productions  from  the  soil. 
To  that  source  we  owe  our  exports,  and 
consequent  large  returns  to  the  country. 
We  have  been  told  that  there  is  no  chance 
of  the  price  of  superphosphates  being  in- 
creased ;  but  there  are  certain  indications 
which  point  to  the  formation  of  a  ring 
which  is  keeping  up  the  price.  For  in- 
stance, the  Melbourne  Age  of  the  27th  of 
)kf ardi  published  the  following  report  'f rc»n 
Warracknabeal— 

All  tlie  manufacturers  have  been  written  to 
asking  for  gaotatfons  for  fertilisers,  and  with 
one  exception  Ihe  price  asked  was        7s.  6d. 


per  ton.  This,  it  was  considered,  was  evidence 
that  the  various  firms  had  combiaed  to  keep 
the  price  up.  Tfic  a^ciation  decided  to  pur- 
chase 350  tons  from  Mr.  Hnsell  at  £^  is.  per 
ton,  as  he  was  the  only  one  who  bad  stood 
aside  from  the  combine.  The  chairman,  Mr.  S. 
Atkin,  said  the  manure  was  better  in  quality 
than  was  arranged  for. 

We  have  beard  a  good  deal  of  Japan  as 
an  exporter  of  superphosphates. 

Senator  Story. — Mr.  Hasell  stood 
aside  frcxn  the  oHnbine  because  he  was 
importing  t"he  article  from  Japan. 

Senator  McCOLL.— -I  do  not  care 
whence  he  was  importing  it.  We  w'ant  to 
give  the  farmer  as  cheap  a  fertiliier  as 
can  be  obtained. 

Senator  Findi.ev. — Why  not  allow  the 
Japanese  to  come  in  to  aid  the  farmer? 

Senator  McCOLL. — That  is  quite  a 
different  argument.  Frc»n  several  districts 
I  havfc  received  letters  in  which  the  far- 
mers have  protested  most  vigorously 
against  any  duty  being  imposed  on  these 
majnures. 

Senator  Story.— Hut  the  hcxiorable  sen- 
ator is  supposed  to  represent  manufac- 
turers as  well  as  farmers. 

Senator  McCOLL. — I  represent  every 
one  in  this  State,  and  am  trying  to  do 
j  ustice  to  all.  It  has  been  «t  at  ed 
that  the  price  of  superphosphates  will 
not  be  raised  bv  the  local  manu- 
facturer if  the  duty  be  imposed,  but 
ill  the  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  25th 
February  last,  I  fmd  an  article  headed 
"  Chemical  Manures — Is  there  a  Price 
Agreement?"  The  concluding  paragraph 
reads  as  follows — 

After  the  above  matter  was  in  type,  several 
local  manufacturers  of  manure  approached  the 
Minister  for  Customs  with  a  request  that  he 
should  endeavour  to  induce  the  Senate  to  im- 
pose a  duty  on  imported  chemical  manures.  In 
view  of  that  circumstance,  we*  thought  it  desir- 
able to  make  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  simi- 
larity in  prices  set  out  in  the  Agricultural 
Gazette  did  mean  that  makera  were  acting  in 
concert.  We  have  it  on  reliable  authority  that 
such  is  the  case;  all  the  larger  makers  of  super- 
phosphate, and  two  out  of  three  importing  firms 
in  Victoria  having  come  to  ^n  understanding 
not  only  as  to  prices  in  this  State,  but  with 
other  manufacturers  and  importers  in  New  South 
Wales  and  South  Australia,  'not  to  trade  within 
each  othei's  provinces ;  the  only  States  open  tb 
all  being  West  Australia  and  Tasmania. 

That  is  a  nice  exhibition  of  the  Federal 
spirit !  They  are  to  operate  only  in  their 
own  preserves,  and  not  to  go  outside  and 
give  the  public  the  benefit  of  competiticMi. 

Senator  Stoby. — That  is  the  statement 
of  an  importer,  which  the.  hOTorable  sena- 
tor accepts  witbbut^queniaA^OglC 
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Senator  McCOLL. — I  am  quoting  the 
statement  from  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 
which  is  a  reputable  newspaper.  The 
article  continues — 

Further,  wc  are  informed,  not  only  are  prices 
fixed  at  7s.  6d.  per  ton  (in  Victoria),  but,  as 
the  analysis  indicates,  the  intrinsic  value  has 
been  reducedf  as  a  comparison  with  the  details 
given  in  the  Agrieulturtu  Journal  of  Febniarjr, 
1907,  shows.  This  difference,  it  is  alleged,  is 
equal,  to  5s.  to  9s.  per  ton  disadvantage  to 
buyers. 

This  is  an  article  which  can  be  manipu- 
lated very  easily.  Unless  you  have  a  scien- 
tific test,  you  cannot  tell  the  difference  be- 
tween manures.  Therefore,  these  people 
are  not  only  raising  the  price,  but  also  re- 
ducing the  actual  value  of  the  article  by 
from  5s.  to  9s.  per  ton. 

European  superphosphates  are  as.  6d.  to  4s. 
per  ton  dearer  owing  to  rise  in  cost  of  raw 
material.  Concessions  by  way  of  discount  to 
Farmers'  Unions  have  been  withdrawn;  and  we 
learn  that  an  additional  i  per  cent,  interest  is 
this  season  charged  by  the  firms  in  agreement 
on  sales  made  on  terms.  This,  however,  we 
believe  is  not  quite  all  the  story,  for,  owing  to 
the  present  large  production,  with  prospects  of 
further  increase  when  the  new  works  of  the 
Mount  Lyell  and  Wallaroo  Company  in  South 
Australia  are  open,  it  has  been  found  desirable 
to  &nd  a  market  for  surplus  output  rather  than 
induce  greater  local  consumption  by  lower  prices; 
so  one  company  at  least  is  sellmg  superphos- 
phate delivered  at  main  New  Zealand  ports  at 
7as.  6d.  to  75s.  per  ton,  payine  freight  and  in* 
surance,  as  against  the   lowest  wholesale 

price  to  agents,  and  7s.  6d.  to  farmers  on 
this  side. 

What  then  becomes  of  the  statement  that 
the  price  of  the  article  will  not  be  in- 
creased ?  The  production  of  the  article  has 
been  increased  largely,  but  instead  of  pro- 
ductitHi  and  com[)erition  tending  to  lower 
the  price  of  the  article  to  the  farmer,  as 
we  have  been  told,  we  find  that  these 
people  are  takyig  the  product  out  of  this 
country  and  dumping  it  into  New  Zealand 
at  a  price  much  lower  than  that  at  which 
they  sell  it  to  our  own  people.  In  the 
fade  of  these  facts,  is  it  any  wonder  that 
we,  who  are  trying  to  protect  the  farmers' 
interests,  should  object  to  this  request?  I 
trust  that  it  will  be  rejected. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [3.58].— 
I  trust  that  the  request  will  be  carried. 
Senator  Lynch  made  a  very  strong  speech 
in  opiwsition  to  the  proposal.  Again,  he 
showed  his  inconsistency  as  a  protection- 
ist. It  will  be  recollected  that  while  the 
Bounties  Hill  was  under  consideration  he 
made  a  strong,  and,  in  a  measure,  a 
pathetic  appeal  in  favour  of  a  bounty  for 
the  encouragement  of  an  industry  for  the 
production  of  superphosphates. 


Senator  Lvnch. — Having  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view  as  I  have  now. 

Senator  F I ND  LEY.— The  honorable 
senator  was  then  prepared  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  industry  by  asking  the  tax- 
payers to  ctKitribu^  so  many  thousands 
a  year  in  otAa  to  secure  its  establishment. 
For  what  purpose?  So  that  it  would  be 
able  to  provide  farmers  and  others  with 
manures  at  a  price  which  would  be  satis- 
factOTy  as  CQmp.ued  with  the  prices  of 
imported  manures.  Tt  is  a  remarkable 
thing  that,  in  respect  to  an  industry,  when 
a  request  is  made  that  will  not  place  the 
farmer  or  the  primary  producer,  at  any  dis- 
advantage, honorable  senators  claiming 
to  be  protectionists  should  say  that  their 
first  duty  is  to  see  that  the  cheapest  article 
is  provided  for  a  certain  section,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  conditions  under  which  it  is 
made  or  manufactured.  If  protection  is 
a  ^ood  thing  in  conneximi  with  industries 
which  are  established  in  closely  populated 
parts  of  the  Ccxomonwealth,  it  cannot  be 
a  bad  thing  foe  the  farmers.  I  can  under- 
stand this  request  being  opposed  by  hon- 
orable senators  who  have  talKn  strong  ob- 
jecticKis  to  every  protective  duty,  but  when 
Senator  Lynch  claims  that  the  fanner 
should  get  this  material  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
sible, no  matter  under  what  labour  condi- 
tions it  is  produced,  he  is  very  illogical. 
If  a  farmer  is  to  be  permitted  to  get  his 
manures  from  Japan  because  it  will  be  an 
advantage  to  him,  surely,  on  that  litne  of 
reasoning,  the  instruments  which  he  re- 
quires for  the  cultivaticHi  of  his  land 
should  be  allowed  to  c(»ne  in  free?  I 
cannot  understand  the  position  in  which 
some  protectionist  senators  must  find  th«n- 
Kelves. 

Senator  Millen. — Why  does-  not  the 
honorable  senator  apply  to  this  question  the 
argument  which  he  used  when  moving  to 
free  corsets  from  dutv? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  did  not  move  to 
free  corsets  from  dutv.  That  is  merely  an 
aside.  Senators  Lynch  and  McCoU  have 
in  various  divisions  been  found  voting  in 
support  of  duties  <m  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  madiinery  on  the  ground  that, 
as  they  are  manufactured  in  the  Common- 
wealth, the  applicarion  of  the  principle  of 
protection  to  the  industry  would  lead  to  the 
employment  of  Australian  workmen  under 
Australian  conditions,  and  that  internal 
competition  would  tend  to  lower  the  cost  of 
agricultural  implements  to  the  farmer.  If 
they  considered  that  contention  sound  and 
logical — and  I  sayoiha^  titV^^^Q^l^  can 
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they  reccMKile  with  it  their  present  conten- 
tion that  manures  from  abroad  should  be 
admitted  free  of  dutv  ?  As  other  honor- 
able senators  have  pointed  out,  the  industry 
for  the  manufacture  of  this  particular  kind 
of  manure  is  established  in  various  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Considerable  sums 
of  money  have  been  invested  in  it,  and  it 
gives  employment  to  a  large  ntmiber  of 
men. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — How  many  ? 
Senator    FINDLEY.— Probably  about 
x.ooo. 

Senator  MnxEN. — ^Not  anything  like  that 
number. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— T  venture  to  say 
that  directly  and  indirectly  the  industry 
finds  employment  for  quite  1,000  men. 
Every  member  of  the  Committee  is  of 
opinion  that  the  demand  in  Australia  for 
superphosphates  will  largely  increase,  and 
the  increasing  demand  will  give  increased 
employment  in  the  industry.  If  honorable 
senators  will  not  protect  the  industry,  it 
will  in  a  short  period  of  time  have  to  close 
op. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  getting  command 
of  the  local  marlKt  to  a  greater  extent  every 
year. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — It  is  not  doing 
anything  of  the  kind.  According  to  the 
figures  quoted,  I  think,  by  Senator  Millen 
bv  way  of  interjection,  manures  to  the  value 
of  ^700  were  imported  from  Japan  in 
Z906,  whilst  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  hps  stated  that  the  im- 
ports Itam.  Japan  last  year  amounted  in 
value  to  j£i2,ooo. 

Sena^  Millen. — ^The  local  manufac- 
turers have  about  seven-»ghths  of  the  total 
trade  to-day. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— T  can  hardly  be- 
lieve that  that  statement  is  correct. 

Senator  Best. — There  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  have  the  whole  of  it. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  so.  If 
this  request  is  not  agreed  to  the  probabiKtv 
is  that  in  a  few  years'  time  the  Japanese 
manipulators  will  have  the  Australian  mar- 
ket in  th«r  hands,  and  we  know  what  we 
may  expect  when  that  takes  place.  When 
I  sav  that  there  is  not  mudi  ocHnmercial 
hcHi^ty  about  the  Japanese  trader,  I  am  not 
toeing  merely  my  own  opinion  after  a 
'\-isit  to  Japan,  but  the  opinion  of  persons 
who  have  had  many  years'  expeirience  of 
the  Japanese. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  honorable 
senator  constantly  says  the  same  thing  about 
the  white  trader. 


Senator  FINDLEY. — The  statement  has 
been  made  that  within  a  short  period  of 
time  the  quality  of  the  locally-manufac- 
tured manures  has  deter  ioraterl.  That  is 
a  charge  made  against  the  Australian  article 
by  men  who  profess  to  be  anxious  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 
If  they  were  so  anxious  to  decry  this  Aus- 
tralian industry,  why  did  they  not  look  for 
(pinions  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  Japanese 
superphosphate?  If  they  had  done  so 
they  would  have  found  that  the  Australian 
article  is  superior  in  every  respect  to  the 
article  imported  from  Japan.  This  is  an 
industr;^  which  deserves  protection,  and  if 
it  receives  the  encouragement  to  which  it 
is  entitled,  it  will  turn  out  as  good  an 
article  as  any  that  can  be  imported,  and  at 
a  reasonable  price.  A  guarantee  is  given 
by  those  interested  that  the  price  of  super- 
phosphates will  not  be  increased  if  this 
duty  is  imposed. 

Senator  Millen. — They  have  increased 
the  i»-ioe  already  as  a  result  of  combina- 
ti(m. 

Senator  FINDLEY.—We  know  that 
since  the  establishment  of  the  industry  in 
Australia  there  has  been  an  immense  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  superphosphates  as 
compared  with  the  price  ruling  before  the 
establishment  of  the  local  industry. 

Senator  Story.  —  And  the  imported 
article  was  inferior  in  quality  as  well. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that.  As  the  farmers  are  given 
a  guarantee  that  the  price  will  not  be  in- 
creased, and  as  in  Victoria  and  South  Aus- 
tralia they  are,  by  State  legislation,  pfo- 
tected  against  the  adulteration  of  the 
article,  honorable  senators  need  not  fear 
that  they  will  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  acceptance  of  so  reasonable  a  request 
as  that  submitted  by  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council. 

Senator    MACFARLANE  (Tasmania) 

[4.8]. — The  Minister  began  his  speech  by 
saying  that  the  Australian  manufacturers  of 
superphosphates  are  doing  very  well.  If 
that  be  so,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon- 
orable senator  who  has  demanded  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  duty  ?  Did  the  local 
manufacturers  ask  that  this  request  be  sub- 
mitted ? 

Senator  Gray. — It  is  not  the  poor  far- 
mers who  asked  for  the  duty. 

Senator  Story. — It  is  the  people  who 
believe  in  a  White  Australia. 

Senator  MACFARLANfi. — In  view  of 
the  combination  D(§bl6bbyR»Ct^l^t>rmed 
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amongst  the  local  manufacturers  of  super- 
I^osphates,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  do  not  require  the  imposition  of  this 
duty  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  indus- 
try, I  fail  to  see  why  the  Minister  has 
submitted  this  request 

Senator  Best. — I  told  the  hoiorable 
senator  that  it  was  intended  to  protect  the 
local  manufacturers  against  dumping. 
Xo  less  than  ^£200,000  worth  of  manures 
is  imported. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— Both  the 
protectionist  and  free-trade  sections  of  the 
Tariff  Commission  have  recommended  that 
there  should  be  no  duty  imposed  on 
manures,  and  I  am  opposed  to  the  request, 
because  the  imposition  of  the  duty  would 
increase  the  taxation  cm  farmers. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[4.10]. — I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  to 
hear  the  Vice-President  of  the  Kxecutive 
Council  submit  this  request.  Until  I  re- 
ceived a  circular  from  local"  manufacturers 
this  morning,  I  had  no  idea  that  there  was 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  impose 
a  duty  on  manures.  I  find  now  that  Min- 
isters take  up  the  same  position  as  the  local 
manufacturers,  and  w^ish  to  impose  such  a 
duty.  In  South  Australia.,  the  Adelaide 
Chemical  Works  and  the  Wallaroo  Smelt- 
ing Works  are  manufacturing  superphos- 
phates. The  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Coti- 
pany  has  already  started,  or  is  contemplat- 
ing the  starting  of,'  the  same  business,  and 
I  have  heard  no  suggestion  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  any  of  these  companies  that 
thev  cannot  carry  on  without  a  duty.  I 
think  that  if  they  suffered  any  hardships 
because  of  the  fact  that  no  duty  is  imposed 
on  manures,  I  should  ha^'e  heard  something 
about  it. 

Senator  Best. — Does  trie  honorable 
senator  mean  to  say  that  the  South  Aus- 
tralian manufacturers  have  not  sought  his 
assistance  in  the  matter? 

Senator  VARDOX.— They  have  not. 

Senator  Best.— It  is  very  extraordinary 
that  thev  should  not  apply  to  the  honor- 
able senatOT. 

Senator  Millen. — They  are  not  like 
Viclorian  manufacturers,  who  are  always 
hanging  around  begging  for  more  and 
more. 

Senator  VARDOX. — I  had  an  interview 
this  morning  with  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  are  responsible  for  this  request,  and 
their  chief  complaint  was  with  respect  to 
the  importations  from  Japan.  It  is 
the  cheap  labour  employed  in  the  indus- 
try in  Japan  that  is  causing  them  inccHi- 


venience.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Miruster  in  moving  the 
request.  If  it  is  the  yellow  man  who  is 
causing  the  trouble,  I  suggest  that  the 
Minister  should  prc^X}se  a  speci6c  request 
for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  manures 
imported  from  Japan,  leaving  manures 
imported  from  other  countries  free  of  duty. 
That  is  a  proposal  which  would  be  con- 
sistent with  the  position  which  the  Vice-. 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  has 
taken  up.  If  there  is  only  one  country 
against  whose  manures  we  desire  to  be 
protected,  let  us  specifically  refer  to  that 
country.  I  should  like  to  say,  from  the 
farmer's  point  of  view,  that,  whilst  we 
tax  all  his  implements,  and  whilst  reoog- 
ni^g  that  with  other  people  he  should 
ccmtribute  something  in  this  way,  he  cheer- 
fully submits  to  that  taxation,  he  is  then 
put  into  competition  with  all  the  cheap 
labour  of  the  world  in  the  disposition  of 
his  product.  He  has  to  compete  with 
the  cheap  labour  of  Russia,  Greece,  Ar- 
gentine, and  other  countries,  and  it  is  use- 
less for  him  to  cwnplain.  If  honorable 
senators  in  placing  him  at  a  disadvantage 
by  imposing  this  duty  could  rectify  mat- 
ters by  regulating  the  prices  of  his  pro- 
ducts, the  position  would  be  entirely  dif- 
ferent. The  prices  of  his  products  are 
r^fulated  by  the  world's  markets,  and  that 
being  so,  he  should  not  be  subjected  to  a 
duty  on  manures.  Senator  Lynch  pointed 
out  just  now  that  the  drier  areas  of  coun- 
try in  Australia  are  gradually  being 
opened  up,  and  this  must  lead  to  an  in- 
creased consumption  of  superphosphates, 
because  country  with  a  limited  rainfall 
can  onlv  be  profitably  mltiv'ated  bv  the 
aid  of  these  manures.'  Their  use  is  not 
confined  to  the  drier  areas  of  country,  be- 
catise  inferior  land,  with  a  reasonable  rain- 
fall, can  also  be  profitablv  cultivated  with 
the  aid  of  superphosphates.  This  al! 
poes  to  show  that  the  demand  for  this  ar- 
ticle will  increase  year  by  year  as  settle- 
ment extends,  and  that  is  a  strong  reason 
why  we  should  refuse  to  impose  a  duty, 
because  the  output  of  the  local  manufac- 
turers must  be  very  largely  increased.  If 
the  only  objection  is  to  the  low  price  of 
labour  in  this  industry  in  Japan,  I  repeat 
that  the  Rlinister  should  submit  a  request 
to  make  manures  free  from  other  countries 
and  dutiable  if  imported  from  Japan. 
That  would  be  the  logical  course  to  take, 
and  unless  the  Govenunent  are  prepared  to 
take  it,  I  shall  not  vote  iot  the  proposed 

duty.  D,git,zedbyG00g[e 
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Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[4.16]. — I  dxHild  not  have  inftervHied  at 
this  stage  but  for  Senator  Story's  state- 
ment that  the  Atlstraiian  manufacturers 
are  prepared,  if  a  duty  be  imposed,  to 
give  a  guarantee  not  to  raise  prices.  I  in- 
terjected at  the  time  that  the  guarantee 
was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  written  on. 
1  did  not  mean  by  that  remark  to  reflect 
in  the  slightest  degree  on  the  personal  in- 
tegrity of  the  Australian  manufacturers. 
I  was  simply  pointing  out,  what  every 
sdiool  boy  ought  to  know,  that  a  guarantee 
IMF  that  lund  is,  as  a  matter  of  law,  not 
worth  the  paper  it  is  written  on.  I  meant 
no  reflection  whoever  upon  the  personal 
or  financial  integrity  of  the  firms  ooo- 
cemed. 

Senator  IkfcGxEGOR.  —  The  honorable 
senator,  would  not  take  such  a  guarantee 
if  it  were  written  on  tables  of  stone. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— Such  a  guar- 
antee if  written  on  tables  of  stcxie  would 
probably  be  neither  clearer  nor  nx»e  bind- 
ii^  than  if  written  on  paper.  The  Govem- 
ment,  in  departing  frran  the  arrangement 
made  in  another  Chamber  bv  propositi  to 
alter  this  item,  are  not,  if  I  may  suggest 
it  to  them,  going  sufficiently  far.  We 
might  well  have  expected  notice  to  be  given 
of  an  important  request  of  this  kind  some 
time  aga 

Senator  Millen. — ^The  Minister  could 
not  give  notice  of  it.  He  had  not  then  re- 
ceive) bis  instructions. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— Possibly  the 
whip  had  not  gone  round,  or  was  not  suffi- 
ciently heavy  upon  the  back  of  the  Go- 
vernment. But  now,  on  the  eve  of  con- 
cluding the  Tariff  debate,  a  request  con- 
cerning a  most  important  item  is  sprung 
upon  us  without  notioe.  Possibly  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  thought 
that  the  fighting  power  of  the  Opposition 
in  this  Chamber  was  exhausted.  We  all 
•  desire  to  Iwing  this  business  to  a  speedy 
conclusion,  and  if  we  get  fair  and  straight 
play  we  shall  give  fair  and  straight  play 
in  return.  We  had  a  right  to  expect  a  few 
hours'  notice  at  least  of  this  move.  Now 
that  the  Government  are  going,  of 
their  own  accord,  or  being  driven, 
along  this  track,  either  by  influence  in- 
side this  Chamber  or  bv  some  power  out- 
side it,  they  should  go  a  little  further. 
They  are  surely  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  developments  upcm  the  other  side  of 
the  world  to  know  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  nitrogen,  which  is  said  by  the 
greatest  sdentists  to  be  <xk  of  most 


powerful  factors  in  the  development  of 
agriculture.  Possibly,  as  nitrogen,  aooord- 
mg  to  the  scientists,  will  play  a  most  im- 
portant part  in  promoting  the  agriculture 
not  only  of  Australia,  but  of  the  wotM. 
the  Minister  will  accept  mv  suggestion  to 
insert  a  prospective  prohibitive  duty  against 
the  importation  that  product  in  its  manu- 
factured state. 

Sena^  Best. — ^The  honorable  senator 
is  growing  positively  humorous ! 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  did  not  in- 
tend to  be,  but  DOW  that  the  Government 
are  grasping  for  more  and  more  at  this 
late  stage  of  the  Tariff,  without  giving  us 
notice  of  their  intenticms  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  draw  the  honor- 
able senator's  attention  to  the  fact  that  he 
has  already  dealt  several  times  with  the 
question  of  notice  not  having  been  given 
of  this  request. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— Then  I  will 
content  myself  with  suggesting  that  the 
Government  may  still  more  ccnapietely 
achie\'e  their  purpose  if  they  move  a  re- 
quest to  bring  nitrogen  or  other  scientific 
manufactures  used  for  the  purpose  of 
manures  under  the  operation  of  the  duty 
now  proposed. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia) 
[4.23]. — I  am  delighted  that  Senator 
Lynch  and  Senator  Vardon,  who  sit  upon 
opposite  sides  of  the  chamber,  are  going 
so  exactly  upon  the  same  lines.  Senator 
Lynch  a  few  days  ago  was  most  eloquent 
in  advocating  a  duty  on  cane  lounges, 
settees,  and  wickerwork  generally,  in  order 
to  shut  out  the  product  of  cheap  black 
labour.  To-day  he  is  equally  eloquent  in 
his  attempt  to  induce  the  Committee  to 
admit  free  the  product  of  Japanese  labour 
in  the  shape  of  artificial  manures.  That 
is  beautiful  consistency  !  The  honorable 
senator  is  usually  strong  in  his  assertion 
that  we  must  shut  out  frmn  Australia 
black  or  other  Asiatic  immigration,  but 
on  this  occasion  he  advocates  the  free  ad- 
mission of  a  i»oduct  of  cheap  coloured 
labour.  The  night  before  last  Senator 
Vardon  was  most  eloquent  in  proposing  a 
duty  on  certain  almanacs — a  part  of  the 
printing  trade  that  be  knows  something 
about — because  they,  were  made  in  Japan. 
To-day  he  advocates  the  free  admissioi  of 
Japanese  manures.  I  feel  bound,  there- 
fore, to  compliment  those  two  honorable 
senators  on  the  consistency  of  their  in- 
consistency. 

Senator  Lynch. — The  honorable  senator 
was  v«y  "  rocky)ig'ti^bfBfei3<DgL9lities. 
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Senator  STORY.— Timber  is  not  the 
product  of  Asiatic  labour  anywhere.  Bear- 
ing out  my  statement  that  a  large  amount 
of  manures  was  imported  in  1906,  and  a 
larger  amotmt  in  1907,  comes  the  news 
that  only  to-day  a  steamer  has  arrived  at 
Melbourne  with  a  cargo  of  1,000  tons  of 
Japanese  superphosphates. 

Senator  Lynch. — Does  not  that  make 
our  country  richer,  and  th«rs  poorer  ? 

Senator  STORY. — Should  it  not  rather 
be  an  inducement  to  Senator  Lynch,  even 
at  this  late  hour,  to  reconsider  his  decision* 
and,  if  he  cannot  vote  for  a  duty  to  pro- 
tect this  most  important  industry,  at  any 
rate  to  refrain  frcnn  votingj  at  all?  The 
honorable  senator,  as  a  protectionist^  has 
argued  that  if  the  local  manufacturer  is 
crushed  out  and  the  importer  has  the  full 
control  of  any  market,  the  latter  will  im- 
mediately raise  the  price  to  the  consumer. 
That  is  perfectly  true,  but  to  my  astonish- 
ment the  honorable  senator  who,  through- 
out the  discussion  of  the  Tariff,  has  been 
a  ctHisistent  protectionist,  excepting  on 
one  or  two  items  of  mining  machin- 
ery, and  has  been  especially  emphatic  in 
his  advocacy  of  the  exclusion  of  the  pro- 
duct of  black  and  Asiatic  labour,  has  on 
this  item  slipped  from  the  protectionist 
nath  and  from  the  White  Australia  ideal, 
and  desires  to  admit  duty  free  the  product 
nf  Japanese  superphosphate  manufac- 
turers. The  ultimate  effect  of  that  policy 
must  be,  according  to  his  own  arguments 
on  previous  items,  to  shut  up  Australian 
factories,  and  allow  the  cheap  labour  of 
Tapan  to  overwhelm  an  important  Austra- 
lian industrv. 

Senator  HENDKRSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) f-l-z?]- — I  shall  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee for  many  minutes,  nor  shall  I  re- 
flect upon  ■  honorable  senators  for  the 
grievous  sins  that  they  are  committing  in 
respect  of  this  item.  I  pitv  Senator  Var- 
don  somewhat,  and  feel  intensely  sorry 
for  Senator  Lvnch.  I  support  the  request 
moved  by  the  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  in  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the 
best  interests  of  Australia  that  the  item 
should  carry  a  duty.  There  is  nothing 
that  I  know  of  to  prevent  Australians  from 
becoming  expert  manufacturers  of  manures 
f^ual  to  anything  that  can  be  made  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world. 

Senator  Millen.  —  They  are  expert  in 
that,  because  they  are  running  the  quality 
down  as  they  run  the  price  up. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Probably  that 
may  be  said  about  almost  anything,  but 
my  reason  appeals  to  me  in  the  opposite 


directioi.  If  a  number  of  manufac* 
turers  ^  oigaged  in  the  production  of 
manures,  it  will  be  to  their  advantage  to 
produce,  not  an  inferior,  but  the  very  best 
article.  Senator  Gray  will  admit  that 
■when  he  enters  upon  tfie  manufacture  of 
any  goods,  he  desires  to  make  the  very 
best  in  order  to  shut  the  other  fdlow  out 
of  the  market. 

Senator  Gray. — I  do  not  think  about 
doing  that  at  all.  I  endeavour  to  make 
the  h«st  article  and  let  it  take  its  chance. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— To  make  the 
best  money  out  of  an  industry  one  has  to 
produce  the  best  article.  That  is  business 
all  the  way  through,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
the  manufacturers  engaged  in  making 
superphosphates  are  inspired  by  exactly 
the  same  idea.  Therefore,  I  believe  the 
Government  are  doing  a  proper  thing.  The 
duty  will  not  injure  the  farmer  or  anybody 
else,  but  we  shall  benefit  Australia  as  a 
whole  when  we  have  set  ourselves  the  task 
of  providing  for  our  own  requirements. 
Surely  there  is  no  place  where  fertilizers  of 
every  descriptim  can  be  manufactured 
better  than  in  Australia,  and  therefore  I 
will  suppcHTt  the  request  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Question — ^That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  requested  to  amend  item  397  by 

adding  the  following  new  paragraph,  "  (a) 
Superphosphates,  per  ton  (General  Tariff), 
los. ;  (United  Kingdom),  5s.  (Senator 
Best's  request) — ^put.  The  Committee 
divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  IS 


Majority 


Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
de  T.argie,  H. 
Givens,  T. 
Henderson,  G. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 

Clemons,  J.  S. 
Ciould,  Lt. -Colonel 
dray,  J.  P. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
McColl.  ].  H. 
Millen.  E.  D. 
Mulcahy^  E. 


Ayes. 

Russell.  E.  ;. 

Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  \V.  H. 
TrcQwith,  W.  A 

Teller: 
Findley,  E. 
Noes. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
PuUford,  E. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  T. 

Teller: 
Sayers,  K.  J. 


PAns. 

Keating,  }.  H.  1  Symon,  Sir  Josiab 

Russell.  W.  I  Dobson.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Request  negatiig|g|f„g<,j,^GoOgIe 
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Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [4.35I.— 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re. 
quested  to  amend  item  397  by  adding  the  fol- 
wwing  new  paragraph  : — *'  A.  Superphosphates, 
per  ton  (General  Taritf),  5s.;  (United  Kingdom), 
free." 

I  move  this  request  with  a  view  to  giving 
those  hoiMxable  senators  who  have  pro- 
claimed   theniselve&    strcHig  preferential 
traders  an  opportunity  of  voting  to  give 
preference  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Senator  Best. — The  United  Kingdran 
provides  three-fourths  of  the  imports. 
Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  15 


Best,  R.  Vr. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
de  I^rgie,  H. 
Findlcy,  E. 
C'mta,  T. 
HendcrsoD,  G. 
McGregor,  G. 


Majority       ...  ...  3 

AVBS. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
StoTv,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 


Clemons,  }.  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-CoIoDcl 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Lnch,  P.  J. 
IteCoU,  J.  H. 
Hillen.  E.  D. 
Hnlcahy,  E. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Keating, 

Ki 


ng.  J.  H. 
11.  W. 


Teller: 
Needham,  £. 
NoiS. 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Pulsford,  E. 
Sayers,  K.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  I. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

7elUr: 
Macfarlane,  J. 
Faiu. 

ISymon,  Sir  Josiah 
DolMon,  H. 


Questicm  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  398  (Rope,  Cordage,  &c.)  agreed 

to. 

Item  399.  Fishing  and  Rabbit  Nets,  and  Net- 
ting therefor  j  Fishhooks ;  Floats  for  Fishing 
Nets;  and  Lines,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20 
percent;  and  on  and  after  lath  December, 
'9'7t  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  ao  per 
cent.;  and  an  and  after  lath  December,  1907, 
free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
oi  the  Executive  Council)  [4.39].— I 
move- 
That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qnesled  to  amend  item  V19  by  leavlne  out  the 
semicolon  and  the  words  "  and  Lines.*^ 

The  words  "and  lines"  appear  in  the 
Item  owing  to  a  misapprehension.  The 
effect  of  striking  them  out  will  be  that 
fishing  lines  will  fall  under  item  398, 
which  we  have  just  passed.  These  lines 
Me  made  in  every  port  in  Australia,  and  I 
am  sure  hwiorable  senators  will  agree  to 
[352] 


them  having  the  protection  aflforded  by 
item  398. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[4.40]. — There  is  one  point  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee.  In  the  Tariff  we 
have  made  free  the  tools  of  trade  of  quite 
a  number  of  occupaticms.  We  are  now 
dealing  with  the  tools  of  trade  of  one  of 
the  hardest  worked  classes  of  our  citizens, 
and  it  is  proposed,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  to  make  them  subject  to  a  duty  of 
25  per  cent. 

Senator  Best. — Nets  are  free,  but  lines 
are  made  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth. 

Senator  Findley. — The  amateur  fisher- 
man can  well  afford  to  pay  for  lines  and 
hooks. 

Senator  MILLEN.— On  this  matter,  as 
usual,  Senator  Findiey  knows  nothing  more 
than  he  can  learn  in  Bourke-street  or  Col- 
lins-street. Otherwise,  he  would  be  aware 
that  therd  is  a  considerable  number  of 
men  who  obtain  their  living  by  line  fishing. 
We  have  allowed  the  tools  belonging  to  a 
large  nimiber  of  occupations  to  come  in 
duty  free,  and,  as  a  matter  of  equitv  and 
justice,  it  is  only  right  that  we  should 
make  duty  free  the  tools  of  trade  of  fisher- 
men, whose  occupation  is  more  hazardous, 
and  certainly  less  surrounded  by  the  plea~ 
sures  of  life,  than  probably  is  any  other 
occupation. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [4.43]. — The 
tools  of  trade  of  the  fishermen  are  left 
free  by  item  399.  Fishing  and  rabbit  nets, 
and  netting  therefor,  and  floats  for  fishing 
nets,  are  to  be  subject  to  a  5  per  cent,  duty 
under  the  general  Tariff,  and  under  the 
United  Kingdom  Tariff  they  will  be  free. 

Senator  I^Iillen. — Is  not  a  line  a  tool 
of  trade? 

Senator  BEST.— \o. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor does  not  know  what  he  is  talking  about. 

Senator  BEST. — The  honorable  senator 
has  absorbed  all  the  knowledge  on  this 
subject,  as  on  other  subjects. 

Senator  Millen. — I  do  not  say  that,  but 
I  know  all  about  this  matter. 

Senator  BEST. — Fishing  lines  are  made 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  The  in- 
dustry is  a  well-established  one,  and  there 
is  no  reason  whatever  why  it  should  not 
revive  a  reasonable  protection  of  25  per 
cent. 

Senator  E.  J,  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
ste^d  "senator  Mfeg^^^SHT  thU 
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?iestion.  He  has  repeatedly  stated  in  the 
hamber  that  he  was  returned,  not  to  re^ 
doce  the  Tariff,  but  practicaHy  to  main- 
tain die  existing  Tariff,  and  to  rectity 
anomalies. 

Senator  Millen. — These  lines  were  free 
previously. 

Senator  Best. — The  duty  was  20  p« 
cent. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— Yes,  as 
cordage.  The  local  industry  was  estab- 
lished with  a  protection  of  20  per  cent. 
Very  early  in  the  morning  when  its  mem- 
bws  ought  to  iiave  been  in  bed,  instead  of 
dealing  with  the  Tariff,  the  question  of 
fishing  hooks  cropped  up  in  another  place, 
and,  strange  to  say,  somebody  suggested 
the  inclusion  of  the  words  "  and  lines  "  in 
this  item.  The  suggestion  was  adopted  be- 
cause it  was  not  recognised  at  the  time  that 
it  was  taking  away  a  protecticxi  from  a  well- 
established  industry  not  only  in  VicttMia, 
but  throughout  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  It  may 
be  doubted  whether  it  is  possible  to  pro- 
duce fishing  lines.  But  I  h<^d  in  my  hand 
over  twenty  samples  of  various  kinds  which 
I  believe  will  catch  from  the  smallest  fish 
to  a  shark.  I  submit  that  any  honorable 
senator  who  was  returned  to  maintain  the 
rates  in  tfie  old  Tariff  must  vote  to  retain 
tiie  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  fishing  lines. 

Senator  Millen. — According  to  this 
document,  which  was  placed  in  our  hands 
by  the  Government,  thev  were  free  before. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— If  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  refer  to  item  398  of 
the  old  Tariff  he  will  find  that  th^  came 
undn*  cordage  and  were  dutiable  at  20  per 
cent. 

Senator  SAVERS  (Queensland)  [4.50]. 
—I  am  surprised  at  any  honorable  senators 
advocating  this  request  when  thousands  of 
jjersons  have  to  make  their  living  by  fishing 
off  the  coast  of  not  one  State  alone  but  all 
the  States,  especially  as  the  tools  of  every 
other  trade  are  admitted  free.  I  suppose 
tiiat  there  is  no  body  of  men  who  work 
harder  or  receive  less  than  do  our  fisher- 
men. 

Senator  Henderson. — They  do  not  fish 
with  these  lines. 

Senator  SAVERS.— Surely  the  honorable 
senator  must  be  aware  that  what  are  called 
-deep-sea  fish  are  caught  with  these  lines? 
For  instance,  schnapper  and  trumpeter  are 
caught  with  hand  lines,  though  a  few  of 
the  latter  variety  may  be  caught  in  a  net. 
I  reallv  cannot  understand  why  at^  honrar- 
aUe  senator  should  desire  to  levy  a  protec- 
tive duty  on  fishing  lines.    The  poeitioD 

ould  be  different  if  the  proposal  were  one 


to  levy  a  duty  on  all  lines  required  for  fish- 
ing rods,  because  they  are  irfiiefly  used  by 
amateurs,  but  it  is  simply  absurd  to  tax 
the  lines  by  means  of  which  men  have  to 
make  their  living  cm  our  coast.  Rightly  or 
wrtMigly,  the  other  House  decided  to  allow 
these  articles  to  come  m  free  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  at  5  per  cent,  from 
other  countries.  I  am  amazed  at  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  making  a  stand  on 
this  item  when  even^thing  was  proceeding 
so  smoodily  here.  Is  it  fair  or  reasonable 
to  tax  the  lines  by  means  of  which  the  ordi- 
nary fisherman  obtains  his  living,  especially 
when  the  duty  produces  such  a  small  sum  ? 
I  shall  vote  against  the  request,  as  this  is 
purely  a  revenue  duty  and  affords  no  pro- 
tection to  any  one. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  requested  to  amend  item 
399,  "  Fishing  and  Rablnt  Nets,  &c.,"  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  ;  and  Lines  " 
(SenatOT  Best's  request) — ^put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 


Aves 
Noes 


16 

XI 


Majority 


Best.  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
dft  I.nrgic,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
Mcroll,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needhun,  E. 


Ana, 

Rassell.  E.  J. 
Slewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turlcy,  H. 
Vatdon,  J. 


Teller: 
Hendmam,  G. 


Noes. 


Pairs. 


SymoD,  Sir  Josish 
Dobscm,  H. 


Clemens,  J.  S.  Pcarc*.  G.  F. 

Gould,  Lt.'ColcmeI  PaUford,  E. 

Gray,  J.  P.  Saycrs,  R.  J. 

M.icfiiiane.  J.  St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Millen,  E.  D.  Tetter- 

Mulcmhy,  E.  Neild,  Colonel 

Keating,  J.  H. 
Rmscll,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affixmative. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  14-5^ 
— I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  399  free. 

If  there  was  any  reason  for  g;iving  a  pre- 
ference on  any  of  these  items,  a  preference 
should  have  been  proposed  on  item  398. 
But  00  this  item  it  cannot  have  any  effect, 
because  a  number  of  the  articles  with  which 
it  deals  are  not  produced^  jto^Jtlrf^United 
Kingdom.  althobfiiH^^fti^-^aV'Sfc^shaped 
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and  turned  out  there^  Senators  Millen 
and  Sayers  have  treated  us  to  a  very 
eloquent  disquisition  on  the  absolifte  need 
of  alJowing  tools  of  trade  to  come  in  free. 

SataUM*  Millen. — ^And  the  hcHic»able 
senator  voted  to  put  a  duty  of  25  per  cent, 
on  them. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  voted  to  put  a 
duty  on  tools  of  trade  whidi  can  be  pro- 
duced here.     But  here  are  articles  which 
we  db  not  [voduce,  and'whidi  I  hope  will 
be  allowed  to  come  in  free,  because  they 
are  required  in  the  prosecution  of  certain 
industries,  which  are  essential  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  CommcMiwealth.     Fishing  is 
a  >'ery  important  industry  for  the  develop- 
ment of  which  the  Parliament  has  appro- 
priated a  considerable  sum.     Why  should 
we  hamper  the  industry  by  impospg  a  duty 
on  its  essentials?    Again,  rabbit  nets  and 
netting  are  essentials  to  the  men  engaged 
in  the  industry  of  trapping  rabbits.  That 
U  beocxning  a  very   important  industry. 
In  many  parts,  in  fact,  nearly  all  over 
Australia,  rabbits  are  beocxning   a  pest, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  the  means  of  Iffiep- 
ing  them  in  check  should  be  obtainable  as 
dwaply  as  possible.    Thia  duty  represents 
merely  a  bogus  preference  as  do  many 
other  duties  which  disfigure  this  Tariff 
from  end  to  end. 
Qi^ion  put.    The  Committee  divided 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  13 

Noes     ...  ...         ...  13 

Atxs. 

Russell,  E.  J. 


CleoKws.  J.  S. 
CivcDft.  T. 
HndcnoD,  G. 
LriKh,  P.  J. 
HcGregor,  G. 
Nerflham,  E. 
Ftthfwd,  E. 


Stewart.  I.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Turtey.  H.. 
Vardflo,  J. 

Tetter.- 
Croft,  J.  W. 

NOKS. 

Neild.  Colooel 
Pearee.  G.  F. 
Say  en,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Findley,  £. 

I  Keatinc  J.  H. 
'  RuskU,  W. 

Question  so  reserved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  400.  Yam* —  ..... 

(C)  Cotton  Yarn — on  and  after  i2tb  Decem- 

ber, 1907,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
15  per  cent. ;  (United  KiDgdom)^  10 
per  cenL 

(D)  Cott,  free. 

(K)  N-E.I.,  including  How  Vara,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 

[35^}-« 


Best,  R.  W. 
dc  L»rgie,  H. 
Gould,  l^.-Colonet 
Gray,  I.  P. 
UcCblf,  J.  H. 
Millen.  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  £. 

Snnon,  Sir  Jimah 
Dobfoa,  H. 


Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [5.5]. 
— I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  Minister  that 
it  becomes  necessary  for  same  manufac- 
turers to  imp(Mt  a  kind  of  cotton  yam  that 
has  undergone  a  process  known  as  *'  mer- 
cerizing." The  object  is  not  to  adulterate 
a  maKrial  which  should  be  made  entirely 
of  wool,  but  to  produce  a  design  or 
pattern  on  a  woollen  material  by  the 
use  of  a  silk  or  mercerized  cottm  thread. 
The  disability  of  the  material  is  in  no 
way  affected  by  tHe  use  of  this  mercerised 
cotton  yarn,  btrt  a  certain  appearaiKe  re- 
quired to  suit  the  public  taste  is  c^>tained 
by  mixing  a  thread  of  merc^ized  cotton 
yarn  to  form  a  check  or  a  stripe.  I 
therefore  suggest  that  mercerized  cotton 
yarn  should  be  admitted  free.  Drapers  in 
a  large  way  of  business,  finding  that  cer- 
tain designs  of  imported  materials  become 
very  'fa^ionable  and  are  much  inquired 
for,  send  patterns  to  local  manufacturers 
if  the  material  can  be  manufactured  locally 
at  practical  prices,  and  ask  them  to  supply 
a  material  like  the  pattern  submitted,  show- 
ing a  design  prodtxxd  by  the  use  of  mer- 
cerized cotton  yarn.  I  might  mention  that 
the  price  of  this  yam  ranges  from  4s.  to 
5s.  per  lb.  It  is  somewhat  dearer  thai* 
wool  yam,  and  is  only  used,  as  T  have 
said,  as  a  substitute  for  silk  to  embellish 
a  woollen  material.  I  propose  to  move  a 
request  for  the  insertion  of  a  new  para- 
graph making  mercerised  cotton  yam  free. 

Senator  Best. — There  is  no  ohjecticm  to 
that,  but  it  would  be  necessary  first  of  all 
in  this  paragraph  to  insert  the  letters 
"n.e.l"  after  the  word  "yam." 

Request  (by  Senator  Mitlcaht)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re 
quested  to  amend  item  400,  paragraph  c,  by,  in- 
sertine  after  the  word  "  Yam  **  the  Ictteri 
"n.e.i." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to 
Senator  Mulcahy  that  as  mercerized  cotton 
yarn  is  not  referred  to  in  the  paragraph, 
the  Committee  will  deal  first  of  all  with 
the  paragraph,  and  the  honorable  senator 
can  then  sulanit  a  reauest  for  the  insertirai 
of  the  new  paragraph  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania^  {5-^o\. 
—I  have  already  said  that  whilst  I  do  not 
approve  of  a  protective  policy  to  foster  in- 
dustries. I  do  not  approve  of  anything  that 
would  hamper  an  established  industry. 
Under  the  Tariff  of  1902,  cotton  yarn  was 
free  of  duty.  We  are  nQ.t  manufacturing 
cotton  yam  in  theizQP9P^$!M9>@P4^pCto  any 
appreciable  extent. 
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Senator  Turley. — It  is  being  manufac- 
tured in  Queensland  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  repeat  that  it 
is  not  being  manufactured  to  any  appreci- 
able extent,  and  it  is  the  raw  material  of 
th<.-  people  who  make  cottwi  socks  and 
stockings.  It  was  advisedly  made  free  of 
duty  under  the  old  Tariff  with  the  obiect 
!>f  assisting  people  engaged  in  what  pro- 
mises to  l»  an  important  industry. 

Senator  Turley. — What  industry  is 
that  ? 

Senator  CLE7fONS.— The  making  of 
cotton  socks  and  stockings  for  which  cotton 
yarn  is  used.  I  can  assure  Senator  Turlev 
that  those  engaged  in  that  industry  would 
welccMne  the  &ee  admission  of  cotton  vam. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  expre^ed  a  de- 
sire that  it  should  be  free  of  duty.  It  was 
made  free  under  the  old  Tariff  in  the  in- 
terests of  a  protected  industry,  and  al- 
though that  industry  is  still  in  existence  it 
is  now  proposed  to  tax  its  raw  material. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  protectionist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  recom- 
mended that  cotton  yam  should  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— No  doubt  for  the 
reason  that  I  have  given.  I  see  no  reason 
for  the  imposition  of  duties  of  15  and  10 
per  cent,  on  cotton  yarn,  when  their  only 
effect  will  be  to  handicap  to  a  greater  or 
lesser  extent  the  industry  of  those  engaged 
in  making  cotton  socks  and  stockings. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [5.12]. — I  hope 
honorable  senators  will  see  their  wav  to 
permit  these  duties  to  remain.  The  protec- 
tion afforded  by  them  is  OHnparatively 
small,  but  it  would  have  an  encouraging 
effect,  and  should  be  considered  in  con- 
junction with  other  legislation  with  which 
we  have  dealt.  We  have  passed  a  Boun- 
ties Bill  in  which  we  have  iprovided  en- 
couragement, by  way  of  bounty,  for  the 
growth  of  cotton  in  Queensland.  It  is  be- 
ing freely  grown  in  that  State,  and  we 
have  reason  to  antidpate  that  it  wilt 
shortly  be  grown  to  a  very  much  larger  ex- 
tent than  it  is  at  present.  The  necessary 
plant  has  been  laia  down  for  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  yarns,  and  just  when  the 
people  concerned  are  starting  this  new  in- 
dustry, relying  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
Government,  it  would  be  \*ery  discouraging 
and  possibly  disastrous  to  them  if  tlw 
C(>mmittee  did  not  agree  to  the  imposition 
nf  these  duties. 

Senator  Clemons. — To  wh(xn  is  the 
honorable  senator  referring? 


Senator  BEST. — To  certain  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  yam  in  Queensland. 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  What  do  they  do 
with  the  yam  that  they  manufacture? 

Senator  BEST. — It  furnishes  the  neres- 
saiy  raw  material  for  other  industries. 

Senator  Clehons. — I  never  heard  of 
these  manufacturers. 

Senator  BEST.— I  admit  that  the  in- 
dustry has  just  been  started.  X  have  it 
oa  authoritative  information,  verified  by 
certain  telegrams  sent  to  Senat<H:  Turlev, 
and  information  given  to  the  Cust(»ns  De- 
partment. The  people  to  whom  I  have  re- 
ferred have  made  all  their  arrangements 
for  .proceeding  with  the  industry.  As  I 
said,  the  duties  proposed  are  very  mode- 
rate, and  I  hope  tKat  the  Comnaittee  will 
agree  to  them. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [5.14]' 
— Wheii  the  Tariff  was  first  introduced,  a 
duty  was  imposed  on  cotton  piece  goods. 
Certain  people  acquired  a  plant  originally 
established  at  Ipswich  for  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  piece  goods,  and  with  the  idea 
of  continuing  the  manufacture  of  such 
goods  they  did  a  great  deal  in  the  way  of 
inducing  farmers  to  cultivate  cotton,  with 
which  they  could  supply  the  local  mills. 
Whra  cotton  piece  goods  were  made  free 
the  company  realized  that  they  had  no 
chance  of  competing  against  the  outside 
world  in  those  articles;  but,  having  the 
place  in  going  order,  they  were  able  to 
manufacture  cotton  yam,  with  which  they 
supply  the  market  to  a  very  great  extmt. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  is  it  used  for  ? 

Senator  TURLEY. — It  is  used  to  a  con- 
siderable ei^nt  in  the  manufacture  of 
blankets. 

Senator  Clemons. — We  do  not  make 
blankets  in  Tasmania  out  of  cotton  yam. 

Senator  TURLEY.— There  are  different 
qualities  of  cotton  yarn,  which  are  bought 
up  by  people  in  Victoria  and  other  places 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  blankets 
and  flannels.  A  considerable  amount  is 
used  in  a  number  of  industries.  In  very 
few  cases  can  it  be  said  that  garments  are 
all  wool. 

Senator  Cleicons. — We  should  like  to 
see  it. 

Senator  TURLEY. — I  am  not  sure  of 
that.  I  have  had  all-wool  clothing,  and 
some  made  of  a  mixture  of  cotton  and 

w^''the"better  ^^tizl^^yi^ftgtfi'™^ 
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SenatcH-  Cleuons. — Surely  the  honor- 
able senator  will  admit  that  all-wool 
blankets  would  be  better? 

Senator  TURLEY.— Yes,  provided  that 
I  could  aiford  to  pajr  for  them.  If  I 
were  compelled  to  procure  a  cheaper  ar- 
ticle, as  a  large  number  of  people  are,  I 
should  want  to  get  what  suited  my  pocket. 
As  this  Parliament  has  already  passed 
bounties  for  the  production  of  cotton,  in 
order  to  i'^duce  the  farmers  in  West  More- 
ton  or  oth^r  districts  to  take  up  that  in- 
dustry, we  should  not  allow  all  cottCHi 
manufactures  to  come  in  free  when  we 
know  that  a  mill  has  been  put  up  for  the 
production  of  cotton  yam  and  other  cot- 
tcm  goods. 

Senator  Mux,CAHr. — Can  the  honorable 
senator  give  any  infcmnaticn  as  to  the  ez- 
tent  of  the  worts? 

Senator  TURLEY.— I  cannot  at  pre- 
sent,  although  the  history  of  the  factory 
has  been  given  in  this  chamber  several 
tim^.  The  building  is  substantial,  and 
otRitains  a  considerable  amount  of  ma- 
chinery. The  Queensland  Government  at 
one  time  gave  a  bounty  for  the  production 
of  cotton  piece  goods,  and  a  certain  amount 
was  made.  For  one  reascxi  and  another, 
very  little  raw  cotton  was  produced  after 
that  time.  The  ccnnpany  have,  without 
the  intervention  of  the  Government,  pro- 
cured informati<xi  regarding  cotton-grow- 
ing, and  supplied  it  to  the  farmers,  and 
have  obtained  also  the  best  cotton  seed 
arailable,  and  practically  given  it  free  to 
the  fanners  around  the  district  to  induce 
them  to  grow  the  raw  matwial  to  supply 
the  mill.  As  they  have  done  so  mudi  in 
the  direction  favoured  bv  this  Chamber 
when  it  passed  the  Bounties  Bill,  it  is  only 
reasonable  for  us  to  give  them  a  small 
amount  of  protecticm  for  producing  cotton 
yam  or  other  cotton  goods,  which  will  go 
some  way  towards  meeting  the  d^ands  of 
other  people  in  Australia. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [5.20]. 
—I  am  glad  that  Senator  Turley  has  beem 
able  to  give  us  some  information  on  this 
question.  The  use  of  cotton  yam  in 
woollen  fabrics  is  often  called  adultera- 
tiwi,  but  strictly  speaking  it  is  not  re- 
garded by  people  who  understand  ^e 
trade  as  adulteration  at  all.  It  is  a  mix- 
ture. Certain  people  require  flannel  of  a 
certain  price,  or  blankets  of  a  certain 
weig^lt.  Their  purse  will  not  allow  them 
to  purchase  the  finest  qualities.  Woollen 
nuteiial  mixed  with  cotton  is  being  largely 


manufactured  in  Australia.  It  is  also 
being  adulterated  or  mixed  in  some  of  the 
mills  with  something  which  many  people 
regard  as  worse  than  cotton — the  material 
generally  spoken  of  as  "shoddy."  But 
there  may  be  various  degrees  of  quality  of 
shoddy. 

Senator  Tueuey. — Shoddy  is  an  adul- 
terant, because  it  is  simply  rag  torn  up. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— There  are  good 
and  bad  shoddies.  In  any  warehouse  in 
Australia  can  be  found  tweed  goods  which 
are  ccmposed  to  a  large  extent  of  shoddy, 
but  which  are  really  more  highly  prioed- 
and  more  sightly  and  durable  than  some 
of  the  so-called  wools  would  be.  These  are 
requirements  of  trade,  which  will  exist  so 
long  as  human  nature  remains  what  it  is. 
People  will  be  poor,  and,  to  quote  the  old 
Irish  proverb,  "  Poor  people  must  have 
poor  weddings,"  so  they  must  have  cheaper 
qualities  of  flannels  or  blankets.  It  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  a  certain  amount 
of  adulteration  or  mixture  makes  such 
articles  unfit  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  are  used.  A  low-priced  flannel,  adul- 
terated to  a  certain  extent  with  cotton,  is 
not  a  bad  material,  although  it  is  not  pure 
wool.  The  only  deceit  about  it  is  when  it 
is  sold  as  pure  wo(^  at  a  higher  price  than 
people  would  otherwise  pay  for  it.  Look- 
ing at  the  matter  in  an  econfflnical  and  in- 
dustrial light,  the  Australian  manufacturers 
will  have  to  compete  to  a  certain  extent 
with  outside  manufacturers  of  these 
articles,  and,  therefore,  cotton  yarn  will  be 
necessary.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  in 
Queensland  the  yarn  "is  being  manufac- 
tured. Although  some  honorable  senators 
think  thai  its  use  in  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  goods  should  be  prevented,  I  see 
no  obiection,  as  it  will  have  to  be  used,  to 
ctxifining  its  use  to  that  manufactured  in 
Queensland. 
Request  (by  Senator  Clemons)  put- 
That  the  House  of  Representative!  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  400,  paragraph  c  (imports 
under  Geaeral  Tariff),  free. 

The  Coounittee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  7 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  21 

Majority      ...  ...  14 

Arts. 

Gould,  Lt.-Colonel       i  Neild,  Colonel 
Gray,  T.  P.  |  Pulsford,  E.  U 

Macfarlane,  J.  j  Teller- 

Millen,  £.  D.  1  Clemons,  J.  S. 
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Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Fruei,  S. 
Givent,  T. 
Henderson,  G. ' 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Mulcfthy,  E. 
Needham,  E. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson,  H. 


NOXS. 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  £.  J. 
iJayers,  R.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turlcy,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller. 
Findley,  E. 

Pairs. 

[  Keating,  ,|.  H. 
I  RnsseU,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Request  (by  Senator  Mulcaht)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested  to  further  amend  item  400  by  inserting 
Uie  following  new  paragraph  : — "  cc  Mercerised 
cotton  yarn,  free." 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 
That  the   House  of   KepreMatatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  400,  paragraph  B,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "  Hose,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  word  "  Hosiery." 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [5.28]. 
— Are  the  Custoaas  cheers  satisfied  that 
they  will  have  no  difiBculty  in  discriminat- 
ing between  "  Wool  Yarn  n.e.i.,"  under 
paragraph  B,  and  "  Hosiery  Yarn  n.e.L,'' 
under  paragraph  £  ?  There  are  yams  speci- 
fically made  tor  hosiery  purposes,  but  there 
are  other  yarns  made  for  the  purpose  of 
weaving  cloth,  and  which  may  incidentally 
be  used  for  hosiery. 

Senator  Givens.— They  are  very  dis- 
similar. 

Senator  MULCAHY.—If  the  Customs 
officers  are  not  satisfied  that  they  can  dis- 
criminate, it  would  be  better  to  admit  both 
at  the  lower  rate  of  duty. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [5.29]. — We 
have  already  passed  paragraph  b,  and 
it  IS  put  in  its  present  form  no  doubt 
at  the  instance  of  the  manufacturers  whose 
raw  materid  it  is.  There  will  be  some 
diificulty  in  the  way,  but  the  Department 
is  very  anxious  if  possible  to  meet  the 
manufacturers,  and  such  a  discriminaticm 
is  made. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [5.31]. 
— I  think  the  Vi<»-P resident  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  is  not  fully  informed  on 
this  matter,  but  I  would  like  him  to  go 
into  it  between  now  and  the  closing  of  the 
Tariff. 

Senator  Best. — have  already  ccwi- 
sidered  it.  We  cannot  do  what  the  hon- 
orable senator  suggests. 


Senator  MULCAHY.— We  cannot  re- 
commit now,  but  it  may  be  desirable  to  re- 
commit later  cm.  All  I  want  is  the  Min- 
ister to  inquire  if  these  two  yarns  are  not 
scxnetimes  of  the  same  nature.  I  want  to 
prevent  the  Customs  ofiicials  having 
trouble,  and  to  relieve  the  importers  of 
yam  for  ^e  making  of  hosiery  from  being 
sometimes  called  upon  to  pay  the  higher 
rate  of  duty  because  the  yarn  might  be 
used  for  something  else. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [5.32]. 
— I  understand  that  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  has  moved  a  request 
to  alter  the  word  "Hose"  into  "Hosiery." 
I  wi^  to  bring  under  his  norice  one  con- 
sideration which  possibly  he  has  over- 
looked. I  expect  the  honorable  senator 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  garden  hose 
made  of  indiarubber  covered  with  a  kind 
of  cotton  yarn  is  frequently  used. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — It  is  not  covered 
with  yam. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  The  hose  is 
covered  with  a  substance  that  might  come 
tmder  the  paragraph. 

Senator  Givens. — Hoses  are  covered 

with  canvas. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — The  covering 
might  be  termed  "cordage."  I  desire  to 
know  from  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  -  Council  whether  he  is  sure 
that  the  word  "Hose"  was  not  put  in 
on  purpose  to  cover  these  articles.  A  kind 
of  garden  hose  manufactured  probably 
abroad  and  probably  also  in  Australia  is 
in  common  use.  It  is  made  of  indi.irubber, 
inside,  but  is  covered  with  something  that 
resembles  cordage. 

Senator  Best. — The  hose  is  covered 
with  a  certain  cotton  material,  whicb 
comes  in  free  already. 

Senator  CLEMONS. —As  the  para- 
graph stands  the  hose  I  refer  to  might  be 
included. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [5.35]. 
— I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  400,  paragraph  %,  free. 

I  notice  that  only  the  free-trade  members 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  recommended  a 
duty  on  these  articles.  The  protectionist 
section  recommended  that  they  should  be 
free,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  they  should 
nut.  The  paragraph  includ^  all  fingering 
wools  and  other  wools  thi^ce  und^y  the 
women  of  AustraJii  ^ftdiAW^@$^^amily 
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stockings.  Eveiy  waman  is  continually 
aigased  in  knitting  stockings  for  bet 
family. 

Senator  Vabsjos. — ^And  tbe  mxA  is  used 
by  machinists. 

Senator  GIVENS.—  1  am  particularly 
concerned  with  the  household  use  of  this 
article.  It  is  an  essential  for  every  family 
and  I  desire  it  to  come  in  free.  I  remind 
honorable  senators  that  the  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  will  gire  atn  effective  preference,  be- 
cause 90  per  cent,  of  the  fingering  wools 
used  for  knitting  stockings  and  of  yam 
used  in  factories  is  made  in  England. 

Senates  Fznduey. — Then  the  wool  will 
come  in  duty  free. 

Senator  GIVENS.— The  English  manu- 
facturers will  be  si^ject  to  no  outeide  com- 
petition, and  will  be  able  to  put  up  the 
prices  of  their  goods  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  duty.  They  have  done  that  continually 
in  the  past  where  there  has  been  no  outside 
com  petition. 

Senator  Finoley. — Does  that  not  apply 
to  everv  item  in  the  Tariff  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. — As  far  as  I  am  ctm- 
ccroed  that  question  does  not  influence  me 
in  tbe  slightest,  because  I  have  been  against 
the  preferential  duties  all  the  time. 

Senator  FiNOLfcY. — The  hpuwable  sena- 
tor has  voted  for  them. 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  have  never  voted 
for  a  preference  except  to  preserve  the  baU 
ance  of  the  Tariff  where  it  was  necessary  to 
put  on  protective  duties.  I  have  never 
voted  for  a  preference  where  the  duty  was 
not  necessarv  to  protect  an  Australian  in- 
dnstry.  Where  the  question  of  Australian 
protecdon  does  not  come  in,  I  want  goods 
to  be  free.  The  wool  coming  under  this 
paragraph  should  be  free  b«:ause  it  is 
a  conunoQ  article  of  household  use,  and  is 
raw  matoial  wtxnen  use  in  knitting 
stockings.  In  addition,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  by  Senator  Vardon,  this  yam  is  the  raw 
matenal  of  a  number  of  hosiery  manufac- 
turers, and  as  the  duty  is  merely  a  revenue 
dutv,  the  Coounittee  ought  to  make  it  free. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [5.39]. 
—I  would  like  to  remind  honOTable  sena- 
tors who  are  prepared  to  give  preference  to 
Great  Britain  of  the  quantity  of  yam  made 
partly  or  wh<dly  of  vmci  imputed  in  1906. 
Hk  total  unpfHts  were  m  a  value  of 
£9<'»935.  and  0*  tliem  £15,234  worth 
came  fnRn  the  United  Kingdom  and 
;£i3'326  worth  from  Germany.  Be- 
tweeti  ;£i5,ooo  and  j£i6,ooo  wurth  alto- 
gether of  these  yams  came  from  Europe, 
and  it  is  only  to  that  wool  that  the  duty  of 
5  per  cent  really  applies. 


Senator  Gitsns. — It  will  enable  the 
English  manufacturers  to  put  up  th^ 
prices. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  think  we  might 
very  well  leave  the  preference  to  Great 
Britain  as  it  is. 

Questicm  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  15 


Majority 


Clcmons,  J.  S. 
Croft,  J,  W. 
Givens,  T. 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
Necdham,  E. 


Best,  R.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Gould,  Lt. -Colonel 
McCol!.  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Millen.  £.  D. 
Mulcaby,  E. 


Ayes. 

PuUford,  E. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart.  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 

Teller: 
Vardon,  J. 

Noes. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 

Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Lcdfier,  A.  J, 
Trerjwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
Henderson,  G. 


Pjuks. 

Symon,  Sir  Josiah         I  Keating,  T-  H. 
Dobson,  ll.  I  Russell,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  401  (Reaper  and  Binder  Twine  and 
Yarn)  agreed  to. 

And  on  and  after  lath  December,  1907 — 
Item  402.  Sewing  aod  Embroidery  Silks  and 
Twists;  Household  Threads  uid  Cottons;  Sewing 
Threads  and  Cottons  n.e.i.  for  manafactaring 
purposes,  and  Saddlen^  Twine,  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — ^Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [5.42]. — I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  40a  bv  lenvingr  out  the 
comma  and  the  words  "  aod  Saddlers'  Twine." 

These  words  were  put  in  by  a  mistake. 
Saddlers'  twines  were  dutiable  at  20  per 
cent,  under  the  old  Tariff  and  are  freely 
made  throughout  the  whole  Ccnumxiwealth. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [5.43]. 
—As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  item  is 
eminently  satisfactory,  but  I  would  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  another  place 
an  effort  was  evidently  matle  originally 
to  ^ve  a  preference  of  5  per  rent,  to  tK? 
United  Kingd<Hiu  This  preferencei  to 
which  some  people  seem  to  attach  a  cer- 
tan  amount  of  importance,  was  remowd. 
If  certain  honwa%^i^1^o^^ff«°« 
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at  giving  a  preferenre  to  the  United  King- 
dom, I  cannot  detect  any  difference  be- 
tween this  item  and  the  la^  item  we 
voted  on. 

Senator  McGregor. — It  is  a  kind  of 
give  and  take. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Yes.  I  am  won- 
dering what  is  becoming  of  those  ardent 
preferentialists  who  were  so  anxious  to  re- 
tain 5  per  cent,  as  the  general  Tariff  in  the 
last  item. 

Senator  Givens. — Ask  your  colleagues. 

Senator  Cl.EMONS.— In  this  case  it  is 
not  a  question  so  much  of  talking  to  one's 
colleagues  as  to  all  sides  of  the  Chamber. 
We  will  say  that  the  Ministry  are  responsible 
tor  the  preference  in  rhe  last  item.  I 
cannot  understand  why  they  fought  so 
hard  to  give  a  preference  of  s  per*  cent, 
to  Great  Britain  in  the  last  item>  while 
in  this  item  and  in  the  two  following  items 
all  goods  are  admitted  free.  Surely  this 
item  afforded  another  opportunity  for  the 
Ministry  to  exhibit  their  marvellous  prefer- 
ence to  Great  Britain.  Why  does  not  Sena- 
tor Findley,  who  is  full  of  enthusiasm  of 
same  sort,  vote  to  make  the  general  Tariff 
on  this  item  5  per  cent.  ? 

Senator  Best. — The  honorable  senator 
ounplains  when  we  do  that,  and  also  when 
we  do  not 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  complain- 
ing of  the  Minister's  inconsistency,  and  he 
cannot  retaliate  upon  me  so  far  as  this 
or  any  other  item  is  concerned.  I  am 
not  afraid  of  any  vote  I  have  given,  but 
T  am  glad  to  see  that  the  Ministry  are 
afraid,  or  reluctant  or  unwUling,  to  extend 
a  preference  on  this  item. 

Item  403  (Unserviceable  Cbrdage,  &c.); 
item  404  (Metal  Cordage,  Sec.) ;  and  item 
405  (Copying  Apparatus,  &c.),  agreed  to. 

Item  406.  Fumtgators,  Atomiiers,  Odorixers, 
Vaporueis,  and  the  like,  ad  val.  (Geaeral 
Tariff),  «i  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  so  per 
cent.  I  and  on  and  after  lath  December,  1907, 
15  pet  cent. 

Senator  LYNCH  (Western  Australia) 
[5-48]. — I  desire  atomizers  to  be  dealt  with 
in  a  new  paragraph,  and  made  free,  as 
they  are  used  by  men  employed  at  rock 
drilling  in  mines.  They  may  be  made  in 
Australia. 

Senator  McColl. — For  what  purpose 
are  they  used? 

SenatOT  LYNCH. — An  atomizer  is  used 
by  a  person  who  is  employed  with  a  rock 
drill  to  prevent  particles  of  rock  from  get- 
ting into  his  lungs,  and  thus  driving  him 
into  a  hospital. 


Senator  McColl. — I  understood  that 
the  atCHnizers  in  this  item  are  used  in  the 
toilet. 

Senator  LYNCH.— If  that  is  the  case, 
it  will  alter  my  intention;  but  1  desire  to 
know  definitely  whether  the  atomizers  used 
by  miners  come  under  this  item? 

Senator  Best. — The  atomizer  whidi  ia 
referred  to  in  the  item  is  a  tculet  arrange- 
ment for  spraying  perfume.  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  the  article  which  the  hon- 
orable senator  says  is  used  in  connexion 
with  mining.  .  . 

Senator  LYNCH.— I  assure  the  Mmis- 
ter  that  atomizers  are  used  by  miners  in 
connexion  with  rock  drilling,  and,  with  a 
view  to  subsequently  moving  a  request  for 
the  insertion  of  a  new  paragraph,  I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  406  by  leaving  out  the 
word  "  Atomizer!.'* 

I  understand  that  the  atomizers  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  item  correspond  with  the 
articles  I  have  named? 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [S-SiJ- 
—The  word  "  atomizer  "  may  be  used  to 
describe  an  instrument  which  is  used  for 
two  different  purposes.  I  am  not  quar- 
relling with  the  duty  which  relates  to  the 
instrument  which  is  used  purely  for  toilet 
purposes.  But  an  atomizer  is  also  used 
by  a  miner  when  working  a  rock  drill,  and 
it  is  most  desirable  that  it  should  t)e  made 

free.  , , 

Senator  Best.  —  Does  the  honorable 
senator  know  that  it  is  so  used? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  know  that  the 
term  atomizers  is  used  by  the  miners  them- 
selves. As  the  Minister  knows,  a  rock 
drill  is  employed  for  making  holes  in  very 
hard  ground,  from  which,  of  course,  dust 
flies.  The  miner  uses  an  atomizer  practic- 
ally to  prevent  his  lungs  being  injured  by 
the  dust. 

Senator  Mxjlcahy.— That  is  a  respirator. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— No;  it  is  used  as 
a  spray  on  the  machine  to  prevent  the  dust 
from  flying. 

Senator  de  Largie. — That  is  called  a 
spray. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— In  Tasmania,  it 
is  called  an  atomizer.  I  suggest  to  the 
Minister  that  he  can  put  the  matter  beyond 
all  dispute  by  aiS^ting  this  form  'of 
words — 

FumigatoTS,  Atomizers,  Odorixers,  Vaporizen^ 
and  the  like,  used  for  toilet  purposei. 

If,  as  he  says,  atranizers  are  used  for  toilet 
purposes  only,  h^p!fe<^'€^9<9gt^«  ««> 
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making  that  perfectly  clear,  and  it  would 
meet  the  desire  of  Senator  Lynch  tot/. 

Senator  Best. — Fumigatorb  for  ^let 
purposes? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  interjection 
just  shows  how  we  may  be  deluded  bv  this 
group  of  articles.  No  doubt  a  fumigator 
is  often  ordered  by  a  medical  man  to  be 
used  for  the  puitpose  of  disinfecting  a 
house  in  which  there  has  been  an  infectious 
disease:  I  cannot  understand  why  an  in- 
strument of  that  kind  should  be  grouped 
Tith  an  odorizer,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
Senator  Best  would  desire  to  see  an  tnstru- 
meat  used  for  sanitary  purposes  put  in  the 
same  category  as  an  ordinary  article  <A 
toilet  use  such  as  an  odorizer. 

Senator  Best. — The  item,  as  it  stands,  is 
quite  right,  because  these  are  all  articles 
of  a  kindred  character. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Yes;  but  they 
are  not  put  to  the  same  use. 

Senator  Best. — The  fumigatcv  is  an  ap- 
paratus whidi  is  used  for  spraying  and 
disinfecting  with  formalin. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  what  I 
imagined.  Surely  the  Minister  does  not 
want  to  put  that  article  in  the  same  cate- 
gory as  a  tralet  article? 

Senator  Best. — All  these  instruments 
are  of  the  same  character,  and  that  is  why 
the  introduction  of  the  words  "  few  toilet 
purposes  "  would  ntrt  be  proper. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  ask  the  Minis- 
tir  to  consent  to  the  i^m  bang  altered  to 
read — 

Atomizers,  Odorizen,  VaporUert,  end  the 
like,  for  toilet  purposes. 

SenatOT  Best. — ^You  only  want  vapor- 
izers {qh  toilet  purposes. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Surely  the  Min- 
ister wants  the  others  to  be  used  for  tmlet 
purposes? 

^ator  Best. — For  housdiold  and 
toilet  purposes. 

The  CHATRMAN.— May  I  suggest  that 
the  end  which  hooOTable  senators  are  seek- 
ing to  attain  would  be  met  by  Senator 
Lynch  moving  a  request  to  insert  the  letters 
"n.e.i."  after  the  word  "Atomizers,**  and 
a  request  to  add  the  following  paragraph 
"b.  Atomizers  for  jnining  purposes, 
free"? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  would -not 
touch  fumi gators. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria- Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [5.56]- — A 
vaporizer  is  a  glass  bottle  with  a  rubber 
buib.  These  articles  are  all  of  the  same 
class,  and  are  made  here.   The  only  atcm- 


izers  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  item 
are  the  spraying  articles  I  have  described. 
1  suggest  to  Senator  Lynch  that  he  need 
not  bother  about  taking  the  word  *'  Atom- 
izers "  out  of  this  item. 

Senator  Lynch. — ^Under  what  item  would 
atomizers  for  mining  purposes  come? 

Senator  BEST. — If  they  arc  not  men-, 
tioned  in  the  schedule,  they  would  be  free, 
but  I  should  like  to  hear  the  bcncK-able 
senator  describe  them. 

Senator  LYNCH  (Western  Australia) 
[5;57]' — An  atomizer,  as  understood  in 
raining,  is  an  instrument  which  has  been 
invented  lately  by  a  South  African  miner. 
It  is  specially  used  in  very  dry  ground, 
where  rock  drilling  is  carried  cm,  for  the 
purpose  of  separating  the  particles  of  rock 
in  the  air,  and  so  making  the  air  purer  fen 
the  miner. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  nothing  like  a 

spray  ? 

Senator  LYNCH. — It  is  a  patented 
mechanical  instrument.  It  is  a  combination 
of  a  spray.  ^  I  have  cmly  read  the  history 
of  its  invention  in  the  Mining  Journal. 

Senator  Best. — Is  it  attached  to  the 
rock  drill? 

Senator  LYNCH.— I  believe  that  it  is. 

Senator  Best. — Then  it  will  come  in 
under  "  Machinery  n.e.i." 

Senator  LYNCH.  —  If  the  at<xnizer 
which  is  used  for  toilet  purposes  is  worthy 
of  consideratiwi,  I  suggest  to  the  Minister 
that  the  miners'  at(»nizer  is  a  very  suit- 
able subject  for  special  consideraticxi 
at  our  hands.  I  intend  to  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chairman,  to  ask  fcff  the 
insertion  of  the  letters  "n.e.i."  after  the 
word  "  Atcraiizers,"  and  of  a  new  para- 
graph, making  atomizers  f<w  miners  free. 

Request,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Request  (by  Senator  Lynch)  proposed — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
quested  to  amend  item  406  by  inserting  after 
the  word  *' Atomiiets "  the  lettert  *'n.e.i." 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[5-59]-— The  Minister  has  stated  that  the 
item  with  which  we  are  dealing  does  not 
cover  the  atomizer  referred  to  by  Senator 
Lyndi.  If  that  is  so,  he  can  indicate  to 
the  Ccmunittee  the  item  under  which  it 
comes. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  some  new  inven- 
tion, about  which  we  know  nothing. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  not  prepared 
to  believe  that  the  Customs  <^ers  wUl  not 
find  some  item  whidngiwiUb^&KsOBgs&en- 
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Senator  Best. — I  have  said  that  if  it  is 
attached  to  a  rock  drill,  it  will  come  in  as 
**  Machinery  n.e.i." 

Senator  MILLEN.— At  a  duty  of  20  per 
cent.  ? 

Senator  Best. — Yes. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  Lynch)  agreed  to — 
Hiat  the   House  of   Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  406  by  insertmg 
Ae  following  new  paragraph :—"{")  Atomizer* 
for  mming  purposes,  free." 

Item  407  (Cork  Mats,  &c.)  agreed  to. 

Item  408.  Corks—  .   .  ^ 

(A)  Small  Corks  (up  to  8-01.  bottles),  bimgs 
and  rings,  per  !!>■>       !  *'*'^ 
after  lath  December,  1907,  free. 
(b)  N.E.I.,  per  lb.,  6d. ;  and  on  and  after 
12th  December,  1907,  free. 
Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [6.3]. — I  move- 
That  the   House  of   Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  40S,  para- 
graph A,  per  lb.,  IS. 

This  is  i  proposal  to  revert  to  the  duty 
imposed  under  the  Tariff  as  originally  in- 
trodtJced  in  amther  place.  I  think  this 
Item  did  not  receive  the  attenti(xi  there  to 
which  it  was  entitled.  Under  the  old  Vic- 
torian Tariff  there  was  a  duty  of  4d.  per 
lb.  on  these  corks,  and  at  that  time  a  very 
large  number  of  cork-cutting  machines  were 
in  operation  in  this  State.  When  the  Vic- 
torian duty  was  abolished  by  the  first 
Federal  Tariff,  practically  the  whole  of 
those  machines  were  thrown  out  of  use  and 
a  number  of  men  in  the  cork-cutting  in- 
dustry had  to  join  the  army  of  the  unem- 
ployed. One  of  our  objects  is  to  remove 
anomalies  existing  under  the  old  Tariff,  and 
as  this  is  the  only  opportunity  we  may  have 
to  do  justice  to  this  industry  I  take  advan- 
tage of  it. 

Senator  Givens. — How  many  men  are 
employed  in  the  industry  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  at  the  present  time  there  are  more 
than  twenty  employed  in  the  industry 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  but  prior  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Tariff  of  1902  there 
were  130  employed  in  Victoria  alone.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  industry  is  not  a  very 
important  one,  but  we  have  given  protec- 
tion in  this  Tariff  to  smaller  industries, 
and  it  will  be  admitted  that  it  was  a  very 
great  hardship  upon  men  who  had  sunk  the 
little  capital  they  possessed  in  the  purdiase 
of  cork -cutting  machines  and  found  em- 
plovment  at  this  work,  that  they  should 
have  to  seek  work  at  another  calling.  As 
honorable  senators  have  been  supplied  with 


a  good  deal  of  printed  matter  in  c«in«iion 
with  this  item,  I  shall  not  delay  the  Com- 
mittee further. 

Senator  B  E  ST  (Victoria— Vice- Prea- 
dent  of  the  Executiw  Council)  [6.6]. — I 
should  have  been  glad  if  the  honorable 
senator  had  given  me  earlier  notice  of  his 
intention  to  move  this  request. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — I  should  have  done 
so,  but  I  understood  that  SenatOT  Trenwith 
intended  to  move  it. 

Senator  BEST. — I  have,  howe\-er,  had 
an  opportunity  of  finding  out  what  my  hon- 
orable colleague  the  Treasurer  had  to  say 
in  connexion  with  this  item.  The  Govern- 
ment were  very  anxious  to  secure  the  im- 
position of  the  duty  proposed,  but  in  an- 
other place  a  proposal  to  make  the  item  free 
was  carried  against  them.  We  will,  of 
course,  support  the  duty  we  cniginally  pro- 
posed. 

Question  put.   The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  15 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  12 


Majority 

Best,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
Findley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Henderson,  G. 
Lvnch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 

demons.  J.  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Gray,  J.  P. 
M.icfarlane,  J. 
McColl,  T-  H. 
MiUen,  £.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 


AVES. 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  £.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith.  W.  A. 
Turley.  H. 

Tfller.- 
de  Largie,  H. 
Noes. 

Neil'l,  Colonel 
Pulsford,  E. 
Savers,  R,  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller.- 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Faiks. 


Keating,  T.  H.  I  Svmon,  P't  Josiab 

Russell,  W.  I  Dobson,  H. 

Ouestion  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  de  Largie)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  408,  para- 
graph D,  per  !b.,  6d. 

Item  409.  Explosives,  viz. : — 
(A)  Cartridges,  n.e.i.,  filled,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  rath  December,  1007,  20  per 
cent. ;  {United  Kingdom),  30  per  cent. ; 
and  on  and  after  lath  December,  1907, 
15  per  cent. 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — ■ 

That  the  House  of  RepTMent^4«3  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  400,  ^ptfnraniph  a,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "  filled."  ^ 


Tariff 


[i  Apul,  1908.] 


{Item  409). 


992T 


Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [6. 11].— I 
ootioe  that  these  cartridges  were  tree  under 
the  Tariff  of  3902.  They  are  used  through- 
out the  Coamxxiwealth  because  certain  ver- 
min, such  as  hares,  dogs  and  foxes  can  only 
be  killed  by  the  gun.  I  am  informed  that 
the  price  of  cartridges  has  been  increased 
from  8s.  to  10s.  per  100  since  this  duty  was 
imposed.  As  cartridges  wa^e  free  under  the 
old  Tariff,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
<]acsied  to  make  item  409,  paragraph  A  (impoxti 
under  General  Tariff),  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [6.r2]. — I  do  not 
think  that  the  Committee  should  agree  to 
this  request.  Cartridge  cases  and  powder 
are  admitted  free,  and  the  filling  of  these 
cartridges  in  the  Conrunon  wealth  is  a  recog- 
nised industry.  It  is  very  convenient  for 
men  to  be  able  to  have  the  cartridges  they 
prefer  to  use  filled  locally  to  order.  I  hope 
honorable  senators  will  agree  to  pass  this 
item  as  it  stands. 

Qoestiai  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Aves     ...         ...         ...  12 

 IS 


Nbes 


Majority 


Cemons,  J.  S. 
Gould.  Ll.-ColoDel 
Gray.  }.  P. 
Macfarlaoe,  T. 

Millen,  £.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Neild,  Colooel 


Bea,  R.  W. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
de  I^gie,  H. 
OiveM,  T. 
Rmderson,  C 
Lynch,  p.  J. 
UcGfc^r,  O. 
Needham,  E. 


Svmon,  Sir  losiah 
Dobno,  R. 


Aras. 


Pulsford,  E. 
Snyers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger.  A.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 


Teller: 
McCoU,  J.  H. 


Noes. 


Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

THler: 
Findley,  E. 


Paibs. 


I  Keating,  J.  H. 
I  Russell,  W. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Iten  409.  ExpIoHves,  vix.  : — 

(c)  Fuse,  n.e.i.,  per  coil  of  34  feel  or  less, 

and  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
quantity,  per  coil  (General  Tariff), 
i^d. ;  and  on  and  after  lath  Decem- 
ber, tgo7,  }d. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
id. ;  and  on  and  after  12th  Deeember, 
1907,  id,  


Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [6,17].— 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Repreieatativeft  be  re> 
quested  to  make  the  duty  on  item  409,  para- 
graph c,  (imporU  under  Geoeral  Tariff),  per 
coil,  td. 

If  that  request  is  carried,  I  shall  after- 
wards move  for  a  duty  of  Jd.  against  the 
United  Kingdom.  There  are  in  Victoria 
two  fuse  factories,  in  Avhich  large  sums 
money  have  been  invested.  The  Bendigo 
one  represents  an  outlay  of  about  ;£2o,ooo. 
Employment  is  given  to  a  fairly  large 
number  of  hands. 

Senator  Millen. — I  have  jiist  read  it 
all. 

Senator  FINDLEV. — On  oije  or  two 
occasions,  when  I  liave  hot  stated  my 
reasons  for  submitting  a  request,  honorable 
senators  opjwsite  have  found  fault  with 
me.  Now,  when  I  am  saying  a  few 
words,  they  do  not  want  the  explanation. 
I  am  prepared  to  sit  down  if  the  Conmiit- 
tee  desire  it. 

Senator  Millen. — With  all  these  circu- 
lars in  our  hands,  it  seems  a  pity  for  the 
honorable  senator  to  read  them  out. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  did  not  read 
a  word  from  the  circulars.  Miners  who 
hare  had  experience  of  fuse  in  the  different 
States  assert  that  no  fuse  of  better  quality 
than  that  made  in  Australia  is  placed  on 
the  market. 

Senator  Gray.— It  is  the  best  in  the 
world  !    Go  on. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— According  to 
mining  inspectors'  reports,  it  is  tt^  b«t 
of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

Sen^itor  Clrmons. — What  mining  in- 
spector? 

_  Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  the  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  Hake,  the  Inspector  of  Explo- 
sives for  Victoria.  A  number  of  mine- 
owners  have  also  the  highest  opinion  of  it 
Mr.  Lazarus,  of  Bendigo,  who  with  his 
brother  had  a  mine  there,  used  this  fuse 
tma.  considerable  time,  and  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  results  obtained  from  it.  It 
is  also  stated  by  those  who  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  judge  that  imported  fuse  deterior- 
ates on  long  voyages,  and  consequently  its 
use  often  endangers  life  and  limb. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-  Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [6.20].  

My  colleague  in  another  place  accepted  the 
lower  duty  under  a  misapprehension.  He 
at  once  explained  the  mistake  he  had  made. 
I  therefore  have  no  hesitation  in  support- 
ing the  request. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [«."]— I6j,,f,(^^li" 
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state  of  affairs  into  which  we  have  drifted. 
A  private  member  proposes  something,  and 
the  Minister,  with  a  splendid  anxiety  to 
g<:t  on  with  the  business,  at  once  an- 
nounces his  entire  concuirence  with  the 
raising  of  the  duty.  Fot  a  good  many 
years  I  was  a  member  of  a  Chamber  that 
was  specially  concerned  in  the  granting  of 
taxation.  I  must  o^vn  that  it  is  a  novel 
experience  to  me,  although  it  may  be  a 
useful  one,  to  find  private  members,  with- 
out a  message  from  the  Crown,  proposing 
taxation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order! 

Senator  Best.— The  honorable  senator 
did  not  work  then  under  the  Common- 
wealth Constitution.  This  is  perfectly 
right  under  our  Ctmstitution. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  Chair- 
man thinks  that  it  is  improper  for  me  to 
discuss  this  phase  of  the  question.  The 
Minister,  on  the  other  hand,  suggests  that 
it  is  perfectly  proper  for  private  members 
{o  initiate  or'increase  taxation. 

SenatOT  Best. — In  this  case  the  honw- 
able  senator  simply  proposes  a  request  for 
an  amendment  elsewhere. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  shall  not 
take  up  time  by  quoting  the  Constitution, 
but  I  think  my  memory  is  suflSciently 
accurate  to  affirm  that  the  Constitution  re- 
fers to  the  initiation  of  taxation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  senator  not  to  discuss  the  con- 
stitutional aspect  of  the  matter,  as  to  whe- 
ther we  can  or  cannot  submit  requests  for 
the  impositicxi  of  taxatioa 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.—I  quite  ap- 
preciate and  respect  your  direction,  sir, 
and  do  not  intend  to  attempt  to  trespass 
upon  your  ruling.  I  am  making  only  a 
passing  reference  to  the  unusual  incident 
of  a  private  member  practically  proposing 
taxation. 

Senator  Best. — It  has  been  done  fifty 
times  befcse  in  this  Chamber. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  again  direct 
the  honorable  senator's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  that  question  is  not  before  the 
Committee. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.—I  submit, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  that  it  is  in- 
volved. However,  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
behind  your  ruling;  but  I  am  sure  you 
will  permit  me  to  reply  to  the  Minister's 
statement  that  this  thing  has  been  done 
fifty  times  before.  Murder  has  been  com- 
mitted in  this  world  fifty  times  and  a 
thousand  times  fifty  times,  but  that  does  not 
make  it  any  the  less  murder  to-day.  A 


thousand  offences  against  the  laws  of  God 
and  man  have  been  oxmnitted  in  the  past, 
but  that  dees  not  make  them  any  more 
appnqiriate  to-day.  My  honorable  and 
learned  friend,  with  whom  I  would  be  the 
last  to  have  a  personal  difference,  should 
not  practically  challenge  me  with  the  pro- 
po^ititm  that  a  thing  is  right  because  it  has 
been  done  a  great  many  times.  I  regret 
that  this  proposal  has  been  made.  I  do 
not  think  it  my  duty  to  follow  the  lead  of 
any  private  member  in  imposing  taxati<Ki ; 
and  shall  therefore  vote  against  it. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [6.25]. — It  is  very  necessary  to  give 
wise  consideration  to  this  item,  and  not 
to  rush  madly  to  a  decision.  I  have  a 
vivid  recollection  of  a  f^oA  many  dif- 
ferent makes  of  fuse.  I'his  is  a  matter 
that  has  cost  a  good  many  Australian 
miners  their  lives. 

Senator  Findley. — Not  the  Australian 
fuse. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Wherever  the 
fuse  came  from,  it  has  been  responsible 
for  a  great  many  of  the  fatal  and  minor 
accidents  in  Australian  mining.  Whilst 
I  have  used  miles  of  fuse,  I  do  not  think 
that  I  ever  handled  a  piece  made  in  Vic- 
toria. I  have  used  several  of  the  imported 
fuses,  and  have  headed  agitations  to  pre- 
vent mine-owners  from  supplying  certain 
classes  of  fuse,  because  of  its  inferiority 
and  the  disconnexions  of  the  explosive  in 
it.  There  is,  however,  an  imported  fuse 
known  as  Bickford's,  which  is  the  best  ever 
put  into  a  miner's  hands. 

Senator  TBENwrrn. — That  is  the  man 
who  started  the  Victorian  fuse  making. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— His  fuse  is 
being  imported.  I  suppose  that  if  fuse  is 
made  in  Bendigo  the  Bendigo  miners  will 
get  it  immediately  it  is  made,  and  conse- 
quently in  the  very  best  oxiditirai.  But 
I  questicm  very  much  whether  a  yard  of 
Victorian  fuse  would  be  seen  in  any  of 
the  Queensland  or  New  South  Wales 
mines.  In  Western  Australia,  so  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  there  is  scarcely  a  miner 
who  will  take  any  other  kind  into  a  mine 
with  him  than  Bickford's  double  tape, 
which  is  known  to  be  thoroughly  safe  and 
reliable.  This  is  a  matter  upon  which  we 
ought  to  be  very  careful.  The  duty  as  it 
stands  is  sufficiently  high.  I  should  not 
like  to  give  a  vote  that  would  prevent 
Bickford's  fuse  from  coming  into  Aus- 
tralia, or  increase  its  price. 

Senator  McGkegos. — Could  not  Bklk- 
ford  manufacturgJt^§^r<2oog[e 
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Senator  Tbenwith. — He  did. 

Senaior  HENDERSON.— Probably  he 
oould;  but  the  fact  remains  that  he  does 
mot. 

SenatOT  Findley. — One  would  think 
ircHn  the  honorable  senator 's  reasoning, 
tdat  only  one  kind  of  fuse  was  imported 
or  used  in  Australia. 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  Very  few 
kinds  of  fuse  are  used  in  Australia,  be- 
cause the  Australian  miners  have  long  ago 
discovered  that  Bickford's  is  a  reliable 
ooe. 

SiitiHg  suspended  from        to  7.45  p.m. 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [7.45].— 
There  is  no  doubt  that  very  much  of  what 
Senator  Henderson  has  said  is  perfectly 
correct.  In  mining  there  is  nothing  to  be 
more  careful  about  than  the  selection  of 
good  fuse,  and  I  suppose  defective  fuse  has 
been  the  cause  of  more  explosions  in  mines 
than  anything  else.  I  would  like  to  point 
out,  however,  that  the  factwy  making  the 
largest  quantity  of  fuse  in  Australia,  and 
which  sends  fuse  all  over  Australia,  is  that 
of  Bickford,  Smith,  and  Company,  of  Ben- 
digo.  They  are  the  company  making  the 
fuse  of  which  Senator  Henderson  speaks  so 
highly.  They  purchased  their  factory 
at  Bendigo  in  1888,  when  it  was  a  small 
affair,  and  have  been  carrying  on  business 
there  since.  I  believe  the  fuse  manufac- 
tured by  that  company  is  the  only  kind  in 
use  in  the  Bendigo  district,  where  there  are 
some  150  mines  at  work.  To  my  know- 
ledge there  has  never  been  any  ctxnplaint 
whatever  about  it.  With  regard  to  the  way 
the  factory  is  managed,  and  to  the  ques- 
tion of  wages,  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  similar  place  in  Australia  where 
there  are  better  conditions,  or  conditicxis 
even  as  ^ood.  In  a  way,  the  manner  in 
which  ttus  factory  is  carried  on  can  be 
compared  with  Cadbury's  cocoa  factory  in 
the  Old  Country.  The  greatest  attention 
is  paid  to  the  torafort  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed, and  the  wages  are  excellent  That, 
however,  is  only  a  subsidiary  question.  The 
real  question  is :  Are  they  making  a  good 
fuse  that  the  miners  can  depend  upon  for 
safety  and  uniformity  ?  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  about  that.  Bickford,  Smith, 
and  Company  started  the  factory  under  a 
duty  imposed  by  the  Victorian  Parliament, 
That  duty  was  taken  away,  I  think,  under 
Federation,  and  it  is  a  slight  thing  to 
give  them  the  increase  they  ask  for.  It 
only  amounts  to  one  farthing  on  the  coil. 


Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [7-5o]- — There  is  one  point  I  wanted 
to  make  previously,  and  that  is,  whatever 
may  be  the  opinions  of  honorable  senators 
who  are  theoretical  miners,  the  practical 
miner  regards  the  fuse  as  being  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  cmnexion  with 
his  calling. 

Senator  Best. — That  is  our  chief  con- 
tention. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— It  is  said 
that  Bickford  commenced  making  this  fuse 
at  Bendigo,  but  nobody  will  tell  me  that 
Bickford  is  in  the  Bendigo  business  at 
the  present  time. 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  right. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No  one  can 
say  that  the  perfection  attained  bv  B'ck- 
ford  in  this  material  has  been  attained  by 
the  Australian  manufacturer.  Otherwise 
the  Bickford  fuse,  which  is  being  imported 
in  very  large  quantities,  would  not  be  im- 
ported. Nobody  would  bring  Bickford  fuse 
from  England  to  Australia  for  the  mere 
fim  of  importing  it. 

Senator  McGregor.— It  is  because  thev 
have  not  tried  the  Bendigo  fuse.  They  do 
not  bring  Bickford  fuse  to  Bendigo. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  ques  ion 
very  much  whether  that  is  the  case.  It  is. 
quite  possible  that  it  would  be  an  easv 
matter  to  find  some  Bickford  fuse  in  sfflnV 
of  the  Bendigo  mines.  Nobody  imports 
It  sunply  for  the  fun  of  dcnng  sa  Bick- 
ford fuse  is  the  most  costly  fuse  on  the 
market  to-dav.  I  will  give  the  position  re- 
gardmg  the  fuses  that  are  used  as  I  knew 
it  something  like  four  years  ago.  There 
were  three  brands  of  fuse.  One  we  could 
purchase  at  7jd.  per  coil ;  another  at  8Jd. 
per  coil;  but  for  the  Bickford  fuse  we 
never  paid  less  than  lojd.  per  coit,  and 
we  were  prepared  to  pay  that  twice  over 
in  preference  to  using  the  stuff  that  could 
be  got  at  7id.  per  coil,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  Bickford  fuse  was  reliable. 
Every  time  we  had  to  use  fuse  we  knew 
our  lives  were  in  our  hands. 

Senator  Millen. — The  Bickford  fuse 
was  a  fuse  and  a  life  insurance  as  well. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— That  is  pre- 
cisely th&  position. 

Senator  McGregor. — Would  not  the 
duty  induce  Bickford  to  come  here  and 
manufacture  again? 

Senator  HENDERSON.  —  No  dun- 
would  induce  Bickford  to  come  here.  Can 
anybody  tell  me  why  he  left  Australia? 

Senator  McColl. — The  company  in 
Bendigo  is  Bicl^^j|^  §^@©^|l^pany. 
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Senator  HENDERSON.— Bickford  is 
not  in  the  business  now. 

Senator  McColl.— Quite  wrong. 

Senate  HENDERSON.— Is  the  Bick- 
ford fuse  imported? 

Senator  McColl. — No,  it  is  made  here. 
It  is  better  than  any  fuse  that  cones  Into 
the  country.  It  is  made  both  here  and  at 
Home. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  am  very 
sorrv  indeed  for  the  honorable  senator's  in- 
formation in  respect  to  this  matter.  The 
Bickford  fuse  comes  here  in  miles  from 
the  Old  Country,  and  it  is  used  because  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  a  double  tape. 

Senator  McColl. — It  is  double  tape 
fuse  ihat  is  made  at  Bendigo. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  candidly 
admit  that  I  have  never  used  the  Victorian 
fuse. 

Senator  Best. — Senatw  McColl  is  a 
mining  man. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  know  that, 
but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  that 
the  honorable  senator  has  used  a  yard 
of  fuse  for  every  thousand  yards  I  have 
used. 

Senator  McGregor. — The  honcwable 
senator  did  not  use  all  the  good  fuse  in 
the  world. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No,  I  did 
not,  but  I  always  refused  to  use  bad  fuse. 

Senator  Findley. — So  do  the  Bendigo 
minera,  and  that  is  why  they  take  the  local 
article. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— Probably  that 
is  so.  I  am  not  interfering  at  all  with 
what  the  Bendigo  miners  are  doing.  If 
they  are  taking  the  locally-made  fuse,  my 
position  is  absolutely  tenable.  The  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  schedule  gives  them 
an  opporttmity  to  continue  using  the  Ben- 
digo fuse.  I  am  not  endeavouring  to  com- 
pel theoft  to  use  Bickford  fuse,  but  I  am 
trying  to  prevent  the  Committee  doing  any- 
thing that  will  force  other  peqale  to  use 
fuse  that  is  inferior  to  Bickford  fuse. 

Senator  McColl. — You  are  absolutely 
wrong  in  stating  that  the  Bendigo  fuse  is 
inferior.  It  is  fullv  as  good  as  the  im- 
ported fuse,  if  not  better. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  have  been 
mining  in  Australia  for  the  past  twentv-two 
years,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time 
i  have  been  using  fuse.  How  strange  it 
is  that  in  the  northern  mines  of  Qu^ns- 
land,  where  I  mined  for  gold,  in  the  south- 
ern mines  of  New  South  Wales,  where  I 
mined  for  coal,  and  in  the  mines  of  West- 
ern Australia,  where  I  worked  for  years,  I 


never  came  in  contact  with  one  foot  of 
Victorian  fuse. 

Senator  Best. — That  is  cmly  a  cmn- 
cidence. 

Senate  HENDERSON.— It  is  a  cwn- 
cidenra  with  a  force  behind  it  that  com- 
pels me  to  take  the  stand  which  I  am  now 
taking,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  Ministry 
will  not  endeavour  to  increase  the  duty. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  vote  for  the  duty 
as  it  stands,  but  if  the  Ministry  are  stupid 
enough  to  make  an  attempt  to'  increase  it, 
then  in  the  interests,  not  only  of  the 
miners  but  of  the  general  community,  and 
to  prevent  as  many  accidents  as  I  possibly 
can,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against 
them. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  requested  to  make  the  duty  on 
item.  409,  paragraph  c  (imports  under 
General  Tariff),  per  coil,  id.  (Senator 
Findley's  request) — ^put.  The  Commit- 
tee divided. 

^es     ...  „,  ...  8 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  15 


Majority 


Best,  R.  W. 
Findley,  E. 
Lynch  P.  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 

Chat«iray,  T.  D. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Gould,  Lt.-ColoDcl 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Macfarltkne,  T. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Mulctihy,  E. 
Needbam,  E. 


Fraser,  S. 
Russell,  W. 
Givens,  T. 
Keating,  J.  H. 


Arcs. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Stewart,  J.  C. 

NOKS. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Sayers,  R,  J. 
St.  Ledger,  X.  J. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardoo,  J. 

niter: 
Henderaon,  G. 

PAnis. 

Pulsford,  E. 
DobsoD,  H. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Symon,  Sir  Josiah 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  n^atlved. 

Ttem  410.  Lantern  Slides;  Photographic  Sen- 
sitized Films  and  Paper;  Photographic  Mounts; 
Photographic  Backgrounds  (mounted  or  on- 
mounted);  Photographs  of  Australian  subjecta; 
Postcards  {sensitized  with  or  without  letter 
press) ;  Powdered  Magnesiam ;  Sulphite  of  Soda ; 
Metnbtsulphite  of  Soda ;  Metabisulphite  of 
Potash;  Nitrate  of  SiWer;  and  Chloride  of 
Gold,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  pej  cent.; 
and  on  and  after  12th  December,  1907,  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.5"].— I 
have  given  notice  o^n^,^Rte@^ 
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several  requests  in  connexion  with  this  item. 
My  object  is  to  eliminate  those  articles 
which  are  not  made  in  the  Commonwealth 
ind  to  make  them  free.  The  articles  whidi 
Till  be  left  in  the  item  are  made  here,  and 
irCKii  that  stand-point  the  duty  is  protec- 
live.     In  the  first  instance,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  410  by  leaviog  out  the 
words  "  and  Paper,"  and  inserting  before 
"  Photographic  Mounts "  the  words  "  Pboto- 
gtapbic  Sensitized  Papers  o.e.i.,  Linen,  or  other 
Material." 

Senator  MACFARLANE  (Tasmania) 
[8.6]. — I  desire  to  ascertain  from  the  Min- 
ister whether  he  intends  to  move  a  reqtiest 
for  the  cnoission  of  the  words  '*  Sen^tized 
Films  "  ? 

Senator  Best. — Certainly  not. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— Under  item 
341  sensitized  films  were  made  free. 

Senator  Bbst. — Yes,  for  use  in  ccmnexion 
with  kinwnatographs,  bioscopes,  and  kine- 
toscopes,  which  is  quite  another  thing. 

Senator  MACFARLANE. — They  are 
not  made  in  this  country. 

Senator  Best. — Those  are  not,  but  the 
others  are. 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— I  understand 
from  a  photographer  that  they  are  not  made 
in  Australia,  and  therefore  I  ask  the  Min- 
ister to  afford  me  an  opportunity  to  submit 
a  request  for  the  omission  of  the  words 
*'  Sensitized  Films  "  from  this  item. 

Request,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Senator  MACFARLANE  (Tasmania) 
[8.8]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  410  hy  leaving  out  the 
words  "  Sensitised  Films." 

Senator  PtiLSFOur*. — For  what  purpose? 

Senator  MACFARLANE.— Because  I 
understand  from  a  photographer  in  a  large 
way  of  business  that  the  articles  are  not 
made  in  this  country.  Under  item  341  we 
have  made  sensitiaed  films  for  certain  pur- 
poses free,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be 
made  free  for  photographic  purposes. 

Senator  BEST  ('Victoria— Vice-  Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.9]. — I 
hope  that  Senator  Macfarlane  will  not  press 
his  request.  Under  item  341  we  did  make 
fr«  certain  sensitized  films,  because  they 
are  not  made  in  the  Commonwealth.  They 
are  different  from  the  sensitized  films  which 
are  used  in  omnezion  with  photographic 
apparatus.  It  must  be  known  to  honcn:- 
able  senators  generally  that  a  plant  has 
been  purchased  and  a  factory  is  being 
erected  for  the  production  of  photographers' 
sensitized  films  on  a  very  large  scale.  A* 


member  of  a  very  enterprising  firaa  has 
been  in  America  and  has  made  all  his  ar- 
rangements for  the  establishment  of  a  fac- 
txxy  here,  because  he  was  encouraged  to 
that  end  by  the  terms  of  the  Tariff.  I  sas- 
gest  that  in  the  circumstances  we  shoura 
grant  this  reasonable  protection  of  30  and 
25  per  cent.  I  may  add  that  at  ptesent 
these  films  are  only  made  cxi  a  very  small 
scale  here,  but  the  enlargement  of  the  busi- 
ness is  proceeding. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8. 11]. — I  propose  to  ask  the  Committee  to 
add  the  words  ' '  and  Paper ' '  to  the  words 
which  Senator  Macfarlane  desires  to  be 
omitted  from  the  item. 

Senate  Best. — I  intend  to  move  a  re- 
quest for  the  omission  of  those  words  and 
the  substitution  of  the  words  "  Pboto- 
graphic  Sensitized  Papers  n.e.i.,  Linen  or 
other  Material." 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— At  what  rate 
of  duty? 

Senator  Best. — The  obiect  ai  my  pro- 
posal is  to  make  free  certain  articles  wtuch 
are  not  made  here,  and  to  leave  those  ar- 
ticles which  are  made  here  subject  to  the 
duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— I  am  satisied. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmwiia)  [S.ia]. 
— I  do  not  know  whether  every  honorable 
senator  h  fully  seized  of  the  eiffoet  of  ttie 
Minister's  proposal.  The  item  includes 
certain  articles  which  are  being  partly 
manufactured  here.  Does  the  Miaisfeer  in- 
tend to  strike  out  the  words  *'  Sensitized 
Paper  "  for  the  purpose  of  levying  a  higher 
or  a  lower  duty  ? 

Senator  Best. — To  make  it  free. 

Senator  MULCAHY. — Sensitia^  paper 
of  all  kinds? 

Senator  Best. — T  want  the  Committee 
to  request  the  omission  of  the  \Yords  "  and 
Paper,"  the  substitution  of  the  wm-ds 
' '  Photographic  Sensitized  Papers  n.e.i. , 
Linen  or  other  Material,"  and  the  insertion 
of  the  following  new  paragraphs-  - 

"  Photographic  Materials,  vir.  : — 

(A)  Platinotype  Paper,  Autotype  Paper,  and 

Scenic  Backgrounds,  free. 

(B)  Metabisulphite  of  Pota<>siiiro  and  Mcta* 

bisulphite  of  Ro  'iiim.  tinder  f]cpnrt- 
mental  by-laws,  free." 

Senator  Millen.^ — That  will  stiU  leave 
some  sensitized  papers  in  this  item  ? 

Senator  Best. — Certainlv. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [8.14].  - 
I  hope  that  protect  ion  i  st  senators  will 
realize  the  seriousness  of  the  request  of 
Senator -Macfarlane.  Ar  soon  as  the  Tariff 
was  introduceg^^.^t^*wl@3^^rpti8ing 
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5rm,  with  an  establishment  in  each  State, 
decided  to  start  manufacturing  operations 
in  a  very  extensive  way.  It  is  only  right 
that  every  honorable  SMiatcM*  should  know 
that  sensitized  films  will  be  made  here  in 
a  very  short  period. 

Senator  Min-CAHV. — Are  they  being  made 
here  now? 

Senator  FINDLEY. — The  machinery  is 
on  its  way  to  Australia,  and  it  would  be  a 
cruel  wrong,  I  think,  to  this  enterprising 
firm  to  delete  the  words  "  Sensitized 
Films  "  from  the  item.  It  is  an  industry 
which  ought  to  receive  every  encouragement 
at  our  hands.  I  feel  sure  that  when  it  is 
established  it  will  give  satisfacfion  to  every 
one  wha  is  engaged  in  the  photographic 
business  throughout  Australia. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [8.15]. 
— There  is  very  good  reas<Ki  to  anticipate 
the  early  erection  of  machinery  and  build- 
ings for  the  carrying  on  of  this  industry 
in  Australia,  but  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  deal  with  this  anticipated  industry 
in  a  manner  different  to  that  in  which  we 
have  already  decided  to  deal  with  other  in- 
dustries which  it  is  expected  will  be  estab- 
lished within  the  CcMnmonwealth  at  no  dis* 
t^t  date.  We  have  dealt  with  other  cases 
of  this  kind  by  making  provision  for  the 
imposition  of  certain  duties  by  the  issue  of 
a  proclamation  after  a  resolution  has  been 
carried  by  this  Parliament  stating  that  the 
industiry  has  been  established  locally  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the  imposition 
of  the  duty. 

Senator  Findley.- — Let  us  do  one  thing 
or  the  other.  What  is  the  use  of  mislead- 
ing people? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— Why  should  we 
treat  one  industry  differently  from  another  ? 
Why  should  we  not  in  this  case  follow  the 
practice  we  have  already  laid  down  in  re- 
gard to  industries  which  it  is  anticipated 
will  shortly  be  establi^ed  in  Australia?  I 
do  not  wish  to  suggest  that  in  this  instance 
there  is  any  desire  to  deceive  the  Committee, 
but  I  believe  that  in  at  least  one  other  in- 
stance the  Committee  was  induced  to  agree 
to  the  impositicHi  of  duties  on  a  mere  empty 
statement  without  corroboration  that  some- 
thing was  going  to  be  done  at  some  future 
undefined  date. 

Senator  Best. — The  honorable  senatw 
is  referring  to  textiles. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— Yes,  I  am  refer- 
ring to  dress  materials.  Some  of  the  ar- 
ticles included  in  this  it^  are  already 
being  manufactured  here,  and  I  should  like 
to  see  their  manufacture  encouraged  within 


reasonable  bounds.  They  are  referred  to 
in  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  a 
worthy  Australian  Federalist,  and  I  be- 
lieve a  sound  protectionist. 

Senator  Findley. — Who  is  he? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— Mr.  Beattie,  of 
Hobart — one  of  the  best  landscape  photo- 
graphers in  Australia. 

Senatw  Findley. — He  has  lately  eulo- 
gised Australian  productions. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— He  has,  and  he 
has  done  more,  I  think,  than  any  cme  else 
in  Australia  to  advertise  Australian  pictur- 
esque.spots.    He  writes— 

The  principal  photographic  materials  manufac. 
tured  in  the  States  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  photographic  art  are  dry  plates  and  sensi- 
tive papers.  These  are  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  the  production  of  photographic  work,  and  it 
is  essential  that  both  should  be  of  reliable  and 
good  uniform  quality.  As  a  large  user  of  Aus- 
tralian sensitive  papers  (by  compulsion),  I  regret 
to  say  that  it  possesses  neither  of  these  quali. 
ficationt. 

Senator  Findley. — Why  "by  cwnpul- 
ston  "  ?  There  is  wholesale  dumping  being 
carried  on. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— I  wish  Senator 
Findley  to  listen  to  what  this  man  has  to 
say,  because  he  is  a  fair-minded  man,  and 
states  his  case  fairly.  Referring  to  Aus- 
tralian made  sensitized  paper  he  writes 
further — 

When  it  is,  however,  obtainable  in  good  order, 
I  must  say  that  its  quality  is  equal  to  the 
English  or  American  makes;  but,  owing  to  its 
uncertainty  in  this  respect,  and  the  heartbreaking 
losses  occasioned  thereby,  I,  along  with  the  other 
members  of  our  professioo,  fail  to  understand 
why  we  should  be  penalized  for  the  beneift  of 
a  few  firms,  who  boycott  the  better  class  of  im- 
ported papers  to  push  their  own  inferior  manu- 
factures. 

Australian  Dry  Plates  are  simply  laughed  at 
by  the  professioa  in  Australia,  the  English 
plate,  which  is  unapproachable  in  every  way, 
bemg  exclusively  used. 

In  the  face  of  this  professitmal  opinion  I 
do  not  think  we  should  increase  these  duties 
in  the  way  proposed.  We  have  decided  to 
encourage  other  industries  by  the  imposititMi 
of  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent., 
and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  we 
should  go  beyond  that  measure  of  protection 
in  this  case,  and  also  why  we  should  depart 
fnwn  the  very  wise  course  we  previously 
adopted  in  respect  of  industries  to  be  estab- 
lished of  recommending  the  imposition  of 
duties  when  by  resolution  of  Parliament  it 
has  been  affirmed  that  the  local  industry 
is  sufficiently  established  to  warrant  their 
miposition.  I  should  prefer  Senator  Mac-  . 
farlane  to  specifically  mention  in  his  rc- 
qirest  the  articles  on  which  he  thinks  duties 
might  be  imposed.  ang,|ft^(thO©§tei 
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wtich  we  have  previously  adopted  providing 
for  the  withholding  of  the  suggested  protec- 
tior.  until  it  has  demonstrated  that  the 
articles  can  be  manufactured  of  good  qual- 
ity in  the  CommcKiwealth. 

SenatcM*  Macfarlane. — Is  the  Minister 
prepared  to  agree  to  Senates  Mulcahy's 
proposal? 

Senator  Best.— No. 

Request  negatived. 

Requests  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 
That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested  to  amend  item  410  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  and  Paper,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  there* 
of  the  words  Photographic  Sensitized  Papers 
n.e.i..  Linen,  or  other  Material." 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  410  by  leaving 
out  the  words  "  Photographic  Backgrounds 
(mouoted  or  imnunrnted)"  and  the  semicoIoD  fol- 
lowine- 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [8.25].— 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  410  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "  letterpress"  the  words 
"Stereoscopic  Views"  and  a  semicolon. 

In  sutttnitting  this  request  I  desire  to  say 
that  an  enterprising  Australian  has  for 
years  made  trips  to  almost  every  part  of 
the  earth,  and  has  taken  many  thousands  of 
views  of  various  places.  He  has  estab- 
Itslied  a  business  in  three  of  the  States,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  reproducing  stereoscopic 
views  of  these  scenes.  I  have  samples  of 
them  here  and  can  assure  the  C<Mnmittee 
that  the  work  is  done  by  Australian  work- 
msiy  and  tiie  letter-press  on  the  back  of  the 
views  is  printed  by  Australians. 

Soiator  Chataway. — The  scena7  is  not 
Australian. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— The  collection  in- 
cludes scenery  in  Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  Queensland,  Tasmania,  South  Aus- 
tralia, India,  Great  Britain,  Europe,  and 
Aaa.  That  these  cards  are  of  the  highest 
class  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Education  Department  of  Victoria  has  in- 
troduced them  into  the  schools  of  the 
State.  The  production  of  these  cards  con- 
stitutes an  industry  which  might  legiti- 
mately  be  granted  a  measure  of  protection. 

SenatOT  Cbataway. — ^To  prevent  any 
one  else  introducing  these  views,  now  thai 
ihe  man  to  whom  the  honorable  senator 
refers  has  produced  them. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — No;  any  one  who 
pleases  is  at  liberty  to  take  photographs 
of  the  same  scenes  and  reproluce  them. 
The  people  engaged  in  this  industry  have 
to  pav  duty  on  sonoe  of  the  raw  materials 
used  in  connexion  with  their  production. 


and  are  to  that  extent  placed  at  a  disad- 
tage  as  compared  with  foreign  manufac- 
turers of  stereoscopic  views. 

Senator  Millen. — How  are  they  placed 
at  any  disadvantage? 

Senator  F I NDLEY.— Because  they 
have  to  pay  duty  on  the  raw  materials 
they  use. 

Senator  Millen. — ^Does  noc  that  make 
the  raw  materials  cheaper? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— As  Senator  Millen 
is  aware,  in  dealing  with  this  Tariff,  we 
have  imposed  some  duties  on  articles  that 
are  not  made  in  Australia,  though  I  have 
not  voted  to  do  so.  Some  of  the  raw 
materials  of  this  industry  are  dutiable, 
and  I  consider  that  an  Australian  industry 
of  this  kind,  which  is  of  an  educati<xial 
character,  d«erves  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection. 

Senator  Savers. — How  do  outsiders  ob- 
tain their  advantage  if  not  under  this 
Tariff? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  so,  and 
if  the  representations  which  have  been  made 
to  myself  and  other  honorable  senators  had 
been  made  in  another  place,  the  proposal 
I  now  make  would  probably  have  been 
agreed  to  there.  As  sooti  as  the  matter 
was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Cus- 
toms authorities,  they  admitted  that  the 
people  to  whom  I  have  referred  are  placed 
at  a  disadvantage,  and  it  is  in  order  to 
relieve  them  of  that  disaWlity  that  I  sub- 
mit my  request. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.27]. — We  cannot  let  this  request  go 
without  SOTtte  further  information  than 
Senator  Findley  has  given.  According 
to  the  hmiorable  senator,  some  Australian 
has  be«i  abroad,  has  taken  {Olographs, 
and  then  converted  them  into  stereoscopic 
views  in  Australia,  and  now  he  wishes  to 
impose  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  upon  any- 
body else  who  wishes  to  introduce  stereo- 
scopic views.  The  honorable  senator  en- 
larged up<m  the  educational  value  of  these 
views,  but  why  we  should  specially  edu- 
cate our  people  by  means  of  this  particular 
set  of  st^eoscopic  views,  and  should  not 
permit  them  to  obtain  other  equally  good 
views  for  the  same  purpose,  I  am 
unable  to  understand.  Senator  Findley 
admits  that  his  proposal  is  one  which 
would  impose  a  tax  upon  the  education  of 
the  people,  in  respect  of  a  knowledge  of 
what  is  to  be  seen  abroad.  If  that  kind 
of  thing  is  to  be  done,  we  might  just  as 
well  impose  a  duty  of  30*PW  cent,  on 
works  of  art.     iDa^ridv  Kfi^^^jgHHiister 
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to  ocplain  why  he  remained  silent  whM 
Senator  Findley  brought  forward  this  en- 
tirely new  proposal,  which  is  so  much  at 
variance  with  opinions  which  members  of 
the  Government  have  expressed  in  con- 
nexion with  other  items. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.30]. — 
Senator  Chataway  is  quite  in  error  in  say- 
ing that  Senator  Findley's  proposal  is  new 
to  the  Government.  It  is  not.  It  was 
contained  in  the  Tariff  as  originally  intro- 
duced. The  wwd  "phc^graphs"  only 
was  used,  but  this  was  limited  in  another 
place  by  the  addition  of  the  words  "  of 
Australian  subjects."  That  limitatioi  had 
the  effect  of  admitting  stereoscopic  views 
from  other  parts  of  t^  world  free.  The 
case  made  out  by  Senator  Findley  is  that 
there  is  established  in  three  of  the  States 
a  photographic  business  whose  prc^nietor 
is  sufficiently  enterprising  to  send  through- 
out the  world  photc^aphers  to  take  the 
most  attractive  views. 

SenatOT  Chataway. — Senator  Findley's 
argument  was  that  some  Australian  had 
done  so  in  the  past. 

Senator  BEST.~No.  It  is  an  old  es- 
tablishment in  Australia.  The  negatives 
taken  by  the  travelling  photographers  are 
sent  to  the  proprietor  in  Australia,  who 
finishes  them  and  turns  them  into  regular 
stereoscopic  views  of  a  verv  high  class. 
Some  have  been  exhibited  to  me  and  to 
other  honorable  senators.  As  the  request 
was  comprehended  within  the  original  pro- 
posal of  the  Govmunoit,  and  involves  the 
encouragement  of  an  excellent  industry,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  supporting  it. 

Senator  Chataway. — Is  duty  paid  on 
the  negatives  ? 

Senator  BEST.— Yes. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [8.34]. — If  I  have  any  idea  about 
the  views  of  honorable  members  of  both 
Chambers,  it  is  that  anvthing  in  the  nature 
of  the  goods  referred  to  should  be  either 
free  or  as  nearly  free  as  possible.  Works 
of  art  are  free  under  other  items.  There 
are  numerous  other  instances  in  which  the- 
common  sense  of  the  community  and  their 
love  of  the  beautiful  has  overwhelmed  the 
de»re  for  the  promotion  of  protectirai  to 
these  exceedingly  limited  industries.  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  will 
reject  the  proposal. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.35]. — It  would  be  inadvisable  to 
follow  Senator  Pulsford's  advice,  because 
there  are  many  articles  in  this  item  that 


are  essentially  taxable,  and  that  we  should 
not  think  making  "as  free  as  pos- 
sible." Why  should  niirate  of  silver  and 
chloride  of  gold  be  made  free? 

Senator  Pulsford. — I  referred  only  to 
stereoscopic  views. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  beg  the 
honorable  senator's  pardon.  I  thought 
that  he  argued  for  making  the  whole  item 
free.  Any  man  with  an  idea  of  chemistry 
can  produce  nitrate  of  silver  or  chloride  of 
gold  in  Australia  without  trouble. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[8.36]. — The  difliculty  which  cwifronls  me 
is  that,  as  I  gather  from  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council,  negatives 
are  dutiable. 

Senator  Best. — Yes,  under  item  413. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  seems  anomalous 
to  charge  a  duty  upon  negatives  which 
might  be  in  the  possession  of  the  enter- 
prising Australian  about  whc»n  Senator 
Findley  has  been  so  eloquent,  and  allow 
some  one  who  develops  negatives  outside 
Australia  to  send  the  completed  views  in 
free. 

Senatw  Findley. — ^Therefore  the  hon- 
wable  s»iator  ought  to  vote  for  my  request. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  would  appear  so 
at  first  sight.  I  do  not  want  to  go  to  the 
extreme  of  taxing  the  negative  and  allowing 
free  the  print  taken  from  it.  That  would 
be  an  inducement  to  an  Australian  or  any- 
body else  to  develop  his  plate  outside  Aus- 
tralia and  send  the  print  in.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  object  to  Senator  Findley*s  pro- 
position that  because  some  <xie  has  taken 
a  photograph  in  New  York  we  should  place 
a  duty  cwi  some  one  else  who  takes  a  photo- 
graph 3n  LondOT.  The  honorable  senator 
cannot  tell  me  that  any  one  is  sufficiently 
energetic  to  have  visited  and  taken  photo- 
graphs of  the  snenery  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  honor;ible  senator,  because 
this  Australian  is  said  to  have  \-isited  all 
the  beaut v  spots  of  the  world,  would  mr.ke 
dutiable  astronomical  views  which  can  only 
be  taken  by  scientific  men  at  the  various 
Obser\'atories.  Is  it  desirable  to  put  a  tax 
o;i  those,  merely  in  the  interests  of  the  one 
^di\-idual  to  whom  the  honorable  senator 
refers?  A  reascmable  way  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty would  be  to  accept  ^nator  Findley's 
request,  but  to  considernbly  r^uce  the 
duty  OT  the  item,  which  is  double  that  of 
the  1902  Tariff.  Will  the  Minister  accept 
a  reduction  of  the  duty?  The  item  covers 
licht-pauspapier — light  tracing  paper  in 
the  prepared  state^gitWeJ^inCdlDfc^^greed 
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to  make  light  tracing  paper  in  the  unpre- 
pared   state  —  licht-pausrohpapier  —  free. 
Thit  paper  is  prepjued  in  Australia  by, 
I  believe,  one  man  only,  in  a  small  wajj, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  used  by  engi- 
neers and  draughtsmen  all  over  Australia 
for  duplicating  their  plans  by  the  helio 
process.    It  is  rather  a  heavy  handicap  on 
them  to  place  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  on  the 
paper  they  use  merely  because  one  man  in 
Australia  is  attempting  in  a  primitive  way 
to  sensitize  the  unprepared  paper.  The 
paper  I  refer  to  is  not  the  ordinary  paper 
used  by  photographers,  but  comes  under 
the  term  "sensitized   paper."      At  this 
stage  of  the  Tariff  I  shall  not  propose  to 
make  a  separate  paragraph  of  it.    It  is 
far  better  to  leave  it  where  it  is,,  and  re- 
duce the  diitv  after  the  body  of  the  item 
has  hetn  dealt  with. 

Questi(» — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be   requested   to   further  amwid 
item  410  bv   inserting  after   the  word 
"  letterpress  "  the    words    **  Stereoscopic 
Views"  (Seiiator  Findlkv's  request)  put. 
The  Cotnmitt^  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  13 

Noes     ...  ...         ...  10 


Majority 


Best.  R.  w. 
dc  I.argie,  H. 
Find  Icy,  E. 
Henderson,  G. 
llcnreqor,  G. 
Needhun.  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


Cbalawav.  T.  D. 
Gould,  U.-Colooet 
Mtcfarltwe,  J. 

hillen,  E.  D. 
Halr^y,  E. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Atks. 

Russell,  E.  T. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Tmley.  H. 

Teller: 
Lyoch,  P.  J. 

Noes. 

Sayers.  R.  J. 
St.  T-ed?er,  A.  J. 
Vatdon,  J. 

Tfllfr: 
Pulsford.  E. 


Gtveni,  T. 
Keating.  T.  H. 
Gnlhrie.  R.  S. 
Rnucll.  W. 


FAns. 

I^l'-TT.ons.  T-  S. 
SymoD,  Sir  Josiah 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Dobson.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  Ibe  affirmative. 
Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 
That  the   House   of   Repretentativet  be  re- 
<|«sted  to  further  amend  item  410  by  leaving 
oat  the  words  "  Metabinilphite  of  Soda ;  Meta- 
Unlphite  of  Potash." 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [8.46!. 
— If  my  recollection  is  correct,  the  words 
*'  photographic  mounts  "  were  left  out. 

Senator  Best. — No. 


Senator  MULCAHY.— I  understood  the 
question  to  be  put  Bhat  the  wwds  '*  photo- 
graphic mounts,  photographic  backgrounds 
(mounted  ot  unmounted) ' '  be  left  out. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN 
(Senator  Colonel  Nkild).  —  Senator  Mul- 
cahy  is  ccurect  in  saying  that  in  the  first 
instance  I  put  the  question  in  that  way,  but 
I  re-stated  it  before  the  matter  went  to  a 
vote. 

Senator  MULCAHY. — Unless  some  one 
wishes  to  move  a  lower  rate  of  duty,  it  is 
my  intention  to  move  a  request  for  the  duty 
on  imports  under  the  general  Tariff  to  be 
25  per  c«it.,  and  later  on  to  move  that  the 
United  Kingdcnn  Tariff  be  so  per  cent. 

SenatOT  Chataway. — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  In  the  past  the  practice 
has  been,  when  a  request  to  leave 
certain  words  out  of  an  item  has  been 
carried  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  new 
paragraph,  to  complete  the  new  para- 
graph before  dealing  with  the  part  of  the 
item  .from  which  the  words  have  been 
taken.  Would  it  not  be  more  consistent  to 
do  that  in  the  present  instance  ? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
It  has  been  done  both  ways  befcM-e.  The 
matter  is  (xie  fix  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of    the    Executive   Council)    [8.52]. — I 
move- 
That  the   House  o  f   Representatives   be  re- 

auested  to  further  amend  item  410  by  adding 
le  following  new  paragraphs  ; — 
"  Photographic  Materials,  viz. : — 

(a)  Platinotype   Paper,   Autotype  Paper, 

and  Scenic  Backgrounds,  free. 

(b)  Hetabtsulphite  of  Potassium  and  Meta- 
bisulpbite  of  Sodium,  under  depart- 
mental by-laws,  free.*' 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.54]- — I  would  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  if  iie  cannot  see  his 

way  to  include  aristotype  paper  in  para- 
graph A.  I  understand  that  paper  is  not 
made  in  Australia. 

Senator  Best. — I  have  made  inquiries  re- 
garding aristotype  paper  and  find  it  is  made 
to  a  very  large  extent  in  Australia. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [8.55]. 
— I  would  like  a  ruling  as  to  whether,  if  I 
submit  a  request  to  make  the  duty  under 
the  general  Tariff  in  item  410  25  per  cent., 
and  the  Ccanmittee  decides  to  retain  the 
duty  of  30  per  cent.,  I  would  be  in  order 
in  moving  the  following  proviso — 

To  come  into  operation  on  a-^ate  to  ibe  fixed 
by  proclamation.    F|9(^ii8«^AQ3t@)<dg^d  iood 
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as  a  joint  address  has  been  passed  on  the  motion 
of  Ministers  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
stating  that  the  manufacture  is  sufficiently  es- 
tablished in  the  Commonwealth.  Until  suCh 
proclamation  is  issued,  duties  to  be  20  per  cent, 
and  15  per  cent. 

Senator  Findley. — If  that  applies  to  tiie 
whole  of  the  articles  it  is  a  farce,  because 
a  lot  of  them  are  being  made  here  at  pre- 
sent. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— I 
think  the  honorable  senator  would  be  in 
order  in  moving  such  a  request.  The  ques- 
tion at  present  before  the  Chair  is  the  rate 
of  duty  under  the  general  Tari£f. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  Mulcahy)  put — 

That  tbe  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
quested  to  make  the  duty  on  item  410  (imports 
under  General  Tariff),  ad  val.  35  per  ccnL 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  XX 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  13 


Majority 

Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Macfarlane,  }.. 
McCoU,  I.  H 
Millen.  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Neild,  Colonel 

Best.  R;  W. 
de  Larcifi  H- 
Henderson,  G. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 
Fearce,  G.  F. 


Ayes 

Pulsford.  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

TeUer: 
Chataway,  T.  D. 

Nois. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H 

Teller: 
F:ndley,  E. 

Pairs. 

Given*,  T. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Russell,  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 


Clemons,  J.  S. 
Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson,  H 
Gray,  J.  P. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Item  411.  Cameras,  and  Magic  or  Optical 
Lanterns,  including  lenses  and  accessories,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  12th  December,  1907,  5  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after  latli 
December,  1Q07,  free. 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qjiestcd  to  amend  item  4ri  by  inserting  after 
the  word  *' accessories'*  the  letters  "  n.e.i." 

Item  41Z  (Photographic  Accessories  of 
Rubber,  &c.);  item  413  (Photographic  Dry 
Plates  and  Negatives);  item  414  (Prepared 
Plates  for  Engravers  and  Lithographers); 
item  415  (Smoking  Pipes,  n.e.i.,  &c.);  and 
item  416  (Clay  Smoking  Pipes),  agreed  to. 


Item  417.  Works  of  Art,  framed  or  unframed, 
imported  for  public  institutions  or  purposes  un- 
der Departmental  By-laws,  free. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.3]. — I  wish  to  remind  honorable 
senators  that  the  Minister  was  good  enough 
to  give  a  promise  that  by  the  time  this  item 
was  reached  he  would  look  into  a  matter 
which  was  brought  forward  by  Senator 
Millen.  I  believe  that  he  mentioned  thai 
under  this  item  stained  glass  windows 
would  be  dealt  with,  and  I  desire  to  know 
what  he  intends  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.4]. — I 
made  smne  inquiries  as  to  whether  stained 
glass  windows  or  other  artistic  glass 
should  be  admitted  duty  free,  and  found 
that  the  highest  class  of  -work  is  done 
here.  Printed  testimtmials  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  equal  to  the  best  imported  stand- 
ards are  at  the  disposal  of  honorable  sena- 
tors. On  the  production  of  this  class  of 
work  there  are  engaged  five  firms  in  Mel- 
bourne, four  firms  in  Sidney,  three  firms 
in  Adelaide,  two  firms  m  Perth,  and  two 
firms  in  Brisbane.  I  may  mention  that, 
in  addition  to  the  testimony  which  was 
borne  by  my  honorable  colleague  as  to 
some  very  artistic  work  which  had  been 
done  in  Tasmania,  I  hold  certain  testi- 
monials which  speak  in  the  highest  pos- 
sible terms  .as  to  the  artistic  character  of 
Australian  work.  We  have  various  firms 
engaged  in  the  industry,  and  if  the  work 
can  be  done  here  as  well  as  it  is  done 
abroad,  there  is  .no  reas(Mi  why  we  should 
import  any  articles  of  this  description. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.6]. — I  rise  to  remind  Senator 
Best  that  when  we  were  discussing  item 
249  Senator  Millen  submitted  a  request 
for  the  omission  of  the  word  "  Heraldic," 
and  that  a  long  debate  ensued.  The  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs  was  then  in  charge 
of  the  Tariff,  and  after  he  had  given  us 
much  more  information  than  Senator  Best 
has  just  supplied,  he,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Senator  Millen,  agreed  to  include 
stained  glass  windows  in  item  417. 

Senator  Best. — Oh,  na 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  have  just  as 
good  a  memory  as  has  the  honorable  sena- 
tor. 

Senator  Best. — I  am  only  stating  what 
my  honorable  colleague  has  told  me. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— If  Senator 
Keating  has  told  the  htmorable  senator 
anything  different  from  what  I  have  said, 
he  must  have  a  very  bad  memory.  I  think 
that  if  he  tu™  upjh,nfi^g^g«port 
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of  his  speech  he  will  find  that,  in  respcmse 
to  a  request  fnxn  Senator  Millen,  he  made 
a  distinct  premise  that  stained  glass  win- 
dows could  easily  be,  and  would  be,  in- 
cluded in  this  item.  I  see  no  reason  why 
Senator  Best  or  Senator  Keating  should 
go  back  upon  the  distinct  pnxnise  which 
was  made  to  the  Committee. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.8]. — I 
most  distinctly  protest  against  my  honor- 
able friend  venturing  to  charge  my  honor- 
able colleague  or  myself  with  going  back 
upon  any  promise  that  we  made.  We 
have  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  Perhaps 
I  had  better  read  from  Hansard  what  took 
place  on  the  occasioi.  Senator  Keating 
said — 

I  was  present  at  tlie  tmvetliDg  of  s  stained- 
glus  window  at  Launceston,  and  there  expressed 
my  pleasare  and  satisfaction  that  such  stained- 
glass  windows  could  be  made  in  Australia. 
The  writer  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  ad- 
hering  to  the  Tariff  as  it  was  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  attached  an  ex- 
tract from  one  of  the  fuily  papers  jrabUsbed 
m  Launceston,  giving  Setailii  as  to  thu  decora- 
tive art  in  churches. 

Subsequently  he  said — 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  sort  of  glass  can  be, 
and  is,  manufactured  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Needmam. — We  admit  that  he 
made  that  statement,  but  let  the  Minister 
read  his  concluding  statement  on  that  item. 

Senator  BEST. — I  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter  until  a  lew  moments  ago. 

Senator  Millen. — We  huve  discovered 
that. 

Senator  BEST. — However,  my  honor- 
able colleague  is  here  now  to  speak  for 
himself,  and  whatever  he  promised  will,  of 
course,  be  redeemed. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [9.10]. — I  have  not 
had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  discus^on 
as  I  was  engaged  elsewhere. 

Senator  Needham. — I  simply  mentioned 
that  the  honorable  senator  made  a  promise 
to  include  stained  glass  windows  in  this 
item. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  made  no  pro- 
mise of  the  kind.  I  mentioned  that  I  had 
been  waited  upon  bv  certain  persons  who 
were  interested  in  having  stained  glass  win- 
dows made  free,  and  that  long  before  the 
question  was  raised  here  I  had  declined  to 
make  any  promise  to  them.  I  have  not 
re-read  what  I  said  on  that  occasion,  but  T 
feel  certain  that  Hansard  will  show  that'I 
^ply  stated  to  Senator  Millen  that  the 
proper  place  for  disoisslng  the  matter  was 


in  connexion  with  an  item  in  the  miscel- 
laneous divisioi.  I  pointed  out  that  the 
request  if  carried  would  go  beyond  the  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  those  who  were  respon- 
sible for  its  submission,  because  it  would 
permit  of  the  free  admissicm  of  not  wily 
.church  windows,  hut  also  the  parts  that  are 
imported  and  assembled  into  the  various  de- 
signs which  find  expression  in  windows  in 
ecclesiastical  and  other  buildings.  I  simply 
indicated,  as  I  am  sure  Senator  Millen  wilt 
remember,  that  the  proper  time  to  discuss 
the  proposal  would  be  when  we  reached 
this  item.  Although  representations  of  a 
very  strong  character  had  been  made  to  me, 
I  declined  to  pnxnise  to  support  any  sudt 
proposal.  I  opposed  the  idea  and  pointed 
out  that  if  it  were  to  be  discussed,  free 
from  every  other  consideration,  there  was 
one  p1ac%  in  which  it  could  be  raised,  and 
an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  any 
one  to  submit  a  request.  But  as  for  sup- 
porting a  proposal  to  include  heraldic  glass 
m  this  item  I  certainly  gave  no  such  pro- 
mise. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[9- 13]' — I  had  overlooked  this  item  until 
attention  was  drawn  to  it  by  Senator  de 
Largie.  But  I  have  a  recollection  of  the 
discussion  which  I  originated  some  time 
ago.  I  had  not  had  an  opportunity  ot 
looking  up  the  debate,  but  I  think  that  my 
honorable  frifends  have  misconstrued  The 
statement  of  the  Minister.  I  cannot  re- 
collect any  remark  which  justifies  the  state- 
ment of  Senator  Needham  that  Senator 
Keating  made  a  definite  promise.  One  of 
my  cwnplaints  about  this  Ministry  is  that 
one  cannot  get  a  definite  promise  about  any- 
thing. It  would,  indeed,  startle  me  if  in 
this  matter  the  Minister  had  ccunmitted  him- 
self, because  at  that  time  there  was  no  rea- 
son why  he  should.  Although  he  is  poli- 
tically young,  still  he  has  b^n  here  long 
enough,  I  venture  to  say,  not  to  give  a  pro- 
mise unless  he  is  absolutely  compelled  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  gave 
me  the  impression  that  he  was  trving  to  get 
rid  of  the  matter  for  the  time  being.  He 
uttered  a  great  many  phrases  about  matters 
which  were  not  pertinent  to  the  subject,  and 
I  thought  that  he  was  displaying  some  sikiU 
at  considerable  length  in  avoiding  the  real 
issue.  I  hope  that  he  will  not  do  so  to- 
night. 

Senator  Keating. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  remember  that  I  commenced  my 
speech  on  that  occasion  by  qtioting  the  fact 
that  I  had  seen  the  completed  works  in 
l4aunce5ton  andr^piffQyeditf»tiHa4-e 
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Senator  MILLEN. — I  remember  that  the 
honorable  senator  brought  in  a  little  testi- 
monial to  his  own  powers  of  percepti<m ; 
but  tlie  question  is  whether  ckt  not  we  ought 
to  make  heraldic  glass  free  under  this  itaa. 
Senator  Best  objects  to  the  proposal,  be- 
cause in  Australia  we  can  produce  very, 
high  quality  work  of  this  kind.  That 
remark  applies  to  every  other  work  of  art 
which  is  admitted  free.  The  honorable 
.senator  said  that  a  certain  number  of  per- 
sons are  engaged  in  turning  out  work  of 
the  highest  quality.  Cannot  the  same  ^ing 
be  said  in  regard  to  works  of  art  sudi  as 
statuary  and  pictures  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — But  the  difference 
is  that  a  stained  glass  window  is  not  a  work 
of  art. 

Senator  MILLEN. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  seriously  say  that? 

Senator  TaENWriH. — Yes ;  because  an 
artist  does  not  touch  the  glass.  A  stained 
glass  window  is  merely  a  reproduction  by 
a  first-class  artisan  of  a  work  of  art. 

Senator  MILLEN.  —  The  honorable 
senator  might  just  as  well  tell  me  that  a 
steel  engraving  is  not  a  work  of  art  because 
more  than  one  man  was  engaged  on  the 
operation.  When  he  says  that  one  of  these 
exceedingly  handsome  windows  is  not  to  be 
classed  as  a  work  of  art,  I  ask  him  to 
define  what  a  wcHrk  of  art  is. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  is  a  copy  of  a 
work  of  art.  The  real  work  of  art^  the 
drawing,  would  be  admitted  free. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  fear  that  I  must 
regard  the  honorable  senator  as  hopeless. 
I  propose  to  submit  a  request  which  will 
test  the  question  whether  the  Committee 
agrees  with  Senator  Trenwith  that  a  stained 
glass  window  is  not  a  work  of  art  or  with 
me.    I  movfr— 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  _  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  417  by  adding  after  the 
word  "  by-laws  "  the  words  "  also  Stained  Glass 
Windows  for  churches  or  public  institutions 
under  departmental  by-laws," 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Australia) 
[9.20]. — In  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  T  stated  that  the  honorable 
senator  promised  the  Cwnmittee  that  he 
would  agree  to  the  inclusion  of  stained  glass 
windows  in  item  417.  I  find  on  referer»ce 
to  f/tmsard  that  mv  statement  was  scarcely 
correct.  I  should  like  to  say  now  that  when 
we  were  dealing  with  item  249  T  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  honorable  senator 
would  be  willing  to  include  stained  glass 
windows  in  item  417.  beca^ise  when,  during 
the  d'srussion,  Senator  Millen  said  that 
he  would  move  his  request  again  when  the 


C(xnmittee  reached  item  417,  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  replied  that  there  would 
then  be  no  confusion. 

Senate  Keating. — If  the  ixxiwable  sen- 
ator will  permit  me,  the  cmfuuai  I  was 
referring  to  was  the  possible  ccxifusion  be- 
tween heraldic  glass  and  completed  stained 
glass  windows. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — Just  so.  Senator 
de  Largie,  in  referring  to  the  matter,  was 
also  desirous  that  there  should  be  no  mis- 
understanding, and  the  impression  con- 
veyed to  my  mind  by  the  discussion  which 
took  place  on  the  previous  item  was  that 
the  Klinister  would  be  quite  willing  when 
the  Committee  reached  item  417  to  accept 
the  request  which  Senatw  Millen  then 
moved  and  which  he  has  again  submitted 
to-night. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9.23]. 
— Before  Senator  Milieu's  request  is  put 
to  the  Omimittee  I  wish  to  move  a  prior 
request.     I  wish  this  item  to  read — 

Works  of  Art,  framed  or  unframed,  imported 
for  public  institution!  or  churches  under  Depart* 
mental  By*laws. 

Honorable  senators  must  be  aware  that  the 
authorities  of  various  churches  in  the  Cc«n- 
tnonwealth  imprat  some  of  the  finest  pic- 
tures that  find  their  way  to  Australia. 
Under  this  item  as  it  now  stands  they  would 
be  unable  to  import  these  pictures  free  of 
duty,  because  churches  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  item,  and  I  believe  that  in  the  Com- 
mcmwealth  they  are  not  covered  by  the  defi- 
nition of  a  "  public  institution.  '  Under 
the  item  as  it  stands  persons  interested  in 
public  institutims  would  be  able  to  import 
works  of  art  free  of  duty,  and  I  desire  to 
permit  church  authorities  to  do  the  same. 

Senator  Best.— What  about  item  419. 
It  would  cover  pictures  n.e.i.  imported  for 
churches  as  well  as  for  public  institutions, 
and  private  people. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  looked  at  that 
item,  but  we  recognise  an  element  of  danger 
in  the  letters  "  n.e.i.,"  as  we  have  to  look 
for  other  items  in  which  the  articles  they 
refer  to  are  made  dutiable  or  are  admitted 
fret,  as  the  case  may  be. 

SenatOT  Best. — In  this  case  they  cover 
pictures  not  included  in  item  420,  and  also 
certain  picture  advertisements  under  sta- 
tionery which  we  have  made  free. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Will  Senator  Best 
assure  the  Committee  that  with  the  en»p- 
tion  of  the  pictures  refened  to  in  420,  and 
the  stationery  pictures  referred  to,  the 
wcH-ds  "  Pictures  n.e.i."  in  item  419  cover 
the  pictures  that  miK||,|^b^@?^le 
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Senator  Best. — I  am  so  assured  by  the 
officers  of  the  Department. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  under  the 
Tariff  as  it  stands  pictures  imported  for 
churches  are  admitted  free. 

Senator  Best.— That  is  so. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  it  is  un- 
necessary that  I  should  move  the  request 
that  I  intended  to  move. 

Senator  Lt.  -Colonel  GOULD  (Sew 
South  Wales)  {9.25]. — I  wish  to  ask 
a  questicm  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
*'  Pictures  n.e.i."  and  "  Works  of 
Art,  framed  or  unframed,  imported 
for  public  institutions,"  are  admitted 
frea  under  separate  items.  Why  should 
we  have  two  different  items  dealing 
with  the  same  matter.  It  seems  to  roe  that 
there  was  clearly  in  the  mind  of  the  framer 
of  this  pcMTticm  of  the  schedule  the  necessity 
of  making  a  distinction  between  works  of 
art  and  (vdinary  pictures  which  could  not 
be  so  described. 

Senator  Best. — Item  417  would  cover 
otho'  tilings  besides  pictures,  and  in  item 
419  pictures  not  dealt  with  in  other  itons 
in  the  Tariff  are  made  absolutely  free. 

Senator.  Lt.-Colonel  GOULD.—Then 
we  are  to  tmderstand  that  in  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Tariff  pictures  for  churches 
would  be  regarded  as  coming  under  item 
419- 

SenatfM*  Best. — Yes. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9.29]. 
— Is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  prepared  to  accept  Senator  Millen's 
request?  I  am  sorry  that  the  honorable 
senator  is  not  able  to  say  at  onx  that  he 
will  do  so.  I  am  sure  that  be  is  not  alto- 
gether destitute  of  artistic  taste,  and  I 
therefore  legret  that  he  diould  have  said 
that  there  is  no  limit  to  our  excellence  in 
the  production  of  stained  glass  wwk.  I 
am  sorry  also  that  one  of  his  suppcntei? 
should  nave  asserted  that  a  stained  glass 
win<jow  does  not  represent  art. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  did  not  say  so. 
I  said  that  a  stained  glass  window  was  not 
a  work  of  art.  It  often  does  represent  art, 
and  of  a  very  high  order. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  Senator  Trenwith  should  say 
that  a  stained  glass  window  does  not  repre- 
sent a  work  of  art. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Some  do  not. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  so,  and 
if  we  relied  entirely  upcm  Australian  pro- 
ductions I  am  afraid  that  many  would  not. 
I  should  like  to  remind  Swiator  Trenwith 
tiiat  some  of  the  finest  works  of  art  pro- 
duced in  the  bistCKy  of  the  world  a^  re- 


presented by  the  stained  glass  windows  in 
the  Old  Country.  Some  of  the  very  finest 
art  producticms  of  human  hands  and  skill 
are  represented  by  stained  glass  windows. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — Many  are  as  well 
known  as  the  most  famous  paintings. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Of  course  they 
are,  and  in  many  cases  they  represent  the 
very  highest  artistic  attainment. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  418  (Works  of  Art,  being  Statu- 
ary), item  419  (Pictures  n.e.i.),  item  420 
(Pictures,  being  Coloured  Supplements  for 
Newspapers),  item  421  (Undertakers'  Re- 
quisites), and  item  422  (Wall  and  Ceiling 
Parts)  agreed  to. 

Item  433.  Coitoa,  Asbestos,  and  other  pack- 
ings ;  including  Sheet  Asbestos,  and  Cord,  ad 
val.  20  per  cent. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.32]. — I  de- 
sire to  alter  the  wording  of  this  item,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  put  cm  the  free  list 
certain  articles  that  are  not  made  in  Aus- 
tralia.  I  move — • 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qncsted  to  amend  item  423  b^  leaving  out^  after 
the  word  "packings/' the  semicolon  and  the  words 
"  Sheet  Asbestos,  and  Cord,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  a  comma  and  the  words  "  Asbestos 
Cloth  (with  or  without  wire)  proofed  with 
rubber;  Asbestos  Cord.** 

I  shall  afterwards  propose  a  new  para- 
graph, making  certain  other  asbestos  pre- 
parations free. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9.33]. 
— I  understand  that  the  Minister  proposes 
to  leave  out  sheet  asbestos? 

Senator  Best. — And  substitute  words 
which  mean  exactlv  the  same  thing. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Does  the  honor- 
able senator  not  propose  to  make  it  free? 

Senator  Best. — No. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  the  honorable 
senator  is  satisfied  that  the  words  which 
he  is  substituting  are  an  exact  equivalent 
of  sheet  asbestos,  I  will  not  pursue  the 
subject.  Personally,  I  do  not  think  they 
are. 

Request  agreed*  to. 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  423  by  adding 
the  following  new  paragraph: — "  B.  Asbestos 
Millboards,  Asbestos  Yam.  Asbestos  Cloth  (with 
or  without  wire)  unproofed,  free." 

Item  424  (Asbestos  Pipe  and  Boiler 
Covering.  &c.),  item  425  (Inks  and  Stains 
for  Leather),  and  item  426  (Articles  r.e.i. 
of  Celluloid,  &c.)  agreed  to. 

Item  427.  Sorgical  ABl^ancet.  n^e-i.,  inelud- 
ing  Belts,  Trua«i4zi(ii4sVS«n«gB»(:es,  Breast 


9940  Tariff 


[SENATE.]  {Fire  Brigade  Appliances). 


Support*,  Vaccination  Shields,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariif),  25  per  cent.;  {United  Kingdom),  af;  per 
cent. ;  and  on  and  after  lath  December,  igcrjt 
so  per  cent. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [g-Z^l 
— This  is  one  of  those  dangerous  "  n.e.i." 
items  to  which  I  c^ject.  Item  422  includes 
a  number  of  surgical  appliances,  which 
are  made  free.  More  than  cmce  1  have 
objected  to  putting  heavy  duties  on  such 
articles,  and  my  <^jecti(Mi  still  remains,  in 
spite  of  many  defeats.  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  few  articles  in  this  item  should 
have  been  removed  from  the  fre^  list. 
Whether  they  are  made  here  or  not,  they 
should  be  free.  It  is  a  great  blot  on  this 
Tariff  that  we  should  be  taxing  articles  of 
medicine  and  surgical  appliances.  I 
move — 

That  the  House  o£  Repreaentativet  be  re* 
quested  to  make  item  427.  (imports  under  General 
Tariff),  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.37]; — The 
reasMi  why  the  articles  specified  in  this 
item  are  made  dutiable  at  25  per  cent,  and 
so  per  cent.,  while  a  large  number  of  other 
surgical,  dental,  and  veterinary  instnnnoits 
are  made  free  imder  item  442,  is  that  these 
are  made  here,  while  those  are  not.  Hence 
the  distinction.  I  submit  that  25  per  cent, 
is  a  fair  protection  to  give. 

Question  put.  The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ..-  •••  '4 

Noes     ...  ■••  " 


Majority 


Ates. 


Chataway.  T.  D. 
demons,  J.  S. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Could,  Lt. -Colonel 
Henderson,  G. 
Macfarlane,  J. 
McColI.  J.  H. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Best,  R.  W. 
Findley,  E. 
McGregor,  G. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Needham,  E. 
Russell.  E.  }. 


Pearce,  G.  F. 
Pulsford,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  I- 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Turley,  H. 

Teller: 
Lynch,  P.  ]. 

NOES. 

Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Vardoa,  J. 

T  filer. • 
Giveni,  T. 

Paiks. 

I Keating,  J.  H. 
Ruasell,  W. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 


Symon,  Sir  Josiab 
Dobion.  H. 
Gray,  J.  P. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Request  agreed  to. 


Request  (by  Senator  Cleuons)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  House  of  Repreaentativa  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  437  (imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom),  free. 

Item  428  (Articles  imported  by  the  Cwn- 
monwealth),  item  429  (Articles  imported 
for  the  official  use  of  the  Governor-Gene- 
ral), item  430  (Articles  imported  for  the 
official  use  of  the  State  Governors),  item 
431  (Articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the 
Blind,  Deaf,  and  Dumb),  and  item  432 
(Uniforms,  Flags,  &c.,  impcurted  by  Con- 
suls) agreed  to. 

Item  433.  Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  n.e.i., 
viz. : — Fire  Escape  and  Fire  Ladders,  Ladder 
and  Hose  Carriages,  and  Water  Towers,  Ixec. 

Senator  McCOIX  (Victoria)  [9.44].— I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  433  by  inserting  after 
tbe  word  "Towers"  the  words  "Woven  Canvas 
Hose,  inches  in  diameter  and  over,  plain  or 
rubber  Imed." 

That  is  the  hose  tised  by  fire  brigades  all 
over  Australia.  It  is  a  special  make,  the 
best  of  which  is  produced  in  Dundee — 
the  "  Rob  Roy  "  hose,  made  by  McGregor. 
The  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade  will  be  im- 
porting, this  year,  25,000  teet  of  it.  That 
is  only  one  brigade,  and  there  are  ninety- 
nine  in  Victoria,  considerably  more  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  many  in  the  other  States. 
The  duties  of  25  per  cent,  and  20  per 
cent,  in  item  349,  under  which  this  hose 
would  otherwise  fall,  will  me:m  a  very  seri- 
ous expense  for  the  brigades  to  meet 
Hose  of  this  size  is  not  made  in  this  coun* 
try,  although  smaller  hose  is.  The  Com- 
mittee, I  am  sure,  have  no  wish  to  pena- 
lize those  bodies,  which  exist  for  the  pub- 
lic good,  and  are  maintained  partly  by 
public  subscriptitHis,  by  compelling  them 
to  pay  a  large  amount  to  the  Cmnmon- 
wealth  revenue. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice- Prea- 
dent  of  the  Executive  Council)  [9-45]. — I 
quite  admit  the  correctness  of  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  honoraUe  senator  as  to 
this  class  of  canvas  hose  not  being  made 
here,  and  I  h&ve  no  objection  to  the  re- 
quest. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.46].— I  hope  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  will  also  consent 
to  the  addition  of  a  few  words  which  I 
intend  to  submit.  I  would  like  the 
words,  "apparatus  for  saviitfS[f<^^ Aces' 
to  be  ad^ed  to  the  ^lii^ 
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Senator  Best.  —  That  is  already  in- 
cluded in  the  item. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  item 
does  not  include  nets  and  similar  ap* 
pliances  into  which  pec^fe  cut  fire 
have  to  jump  to  save  their  lives.  I  do  not 
want  to  harrow  any  one's  feelings,  but  at  a 
great  fire  in  Sydney  a  few  years  ago,  since 
the  inception  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
while  the  Senate  was  actually  sitting,  a 
young  man  driven  to  the  top  of  a  high 
buildii^  by  the  heat  of  the  fire  {lom  betow 
was  at  last  fcaced  to  make  an  awful  leap 
— a  leap  that  ended  in  death.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  I  have  to  own  that 
this  occurred  because  the  Fire  De- 
partment had  not  provided  the  nets  or 
whatever  appliances  are  used  for  perscms 
to  jump  into.  When  any  one  passes  that 
lofty  building,  as  I  and  other  New  South 
Wales'  senators  have  frequently  to  do,  the 
thought  is  borne  back  to  us  with  a  feelii^ 
of  much  more  than  sorrow  that  any  human 
being  should  be  placed  in  sudi  an  unfor- 
tunate position  as  that  young  man. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^Your  proposal 
would  not  make  any  difference  if  the 
brigade  neglected  their  duty. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — It  is  not  a 
questi<»i  of  neglecting  our  duty.  Some- 
tunes  we  find  out  what  our  duty  is  only  by 
the  occurrence  of  tragedy. 

Senator  Best. — ^What  words  does  the 
bcmorable  senator  wish  to  add  ? 

SenatcM-  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  sug- 
gested the  addition  of  the  words  '*  and  ap- 
paratus for  saving  life  at  6res,"  but  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to,  be  guided  by  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  as  to 
what  words  would  include  appliances  such 
as  nets  by  means  of  which  those  cut  off 
frran  below  by  fire  may  effect  their  escape. 

Senator  Best. — Will  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "  life-saving  appliances  under  de- 
partmental bv-laws"  cover  the  position? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  shall  be 
mobt  happy  indeed  to  fall  in  with  the  view 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  because  I  am  sure  we  all  have 
one  object  in  view — the  protection  of 
human  life —  and  that  being  provided  for 
I  accept  the  Minister's  su^estion.  I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Repreteotatlves  be  re- 
quested to  fuT^er  amend  item  433  by  inserting 
after  the  word  '* mbber-lined "  the  words  "alio 
Life-Saving  Appliaocei,  under  departmental 
by-Um." 

Request  agreed  to. 


Item  434  (Minor  articles  prescribed  by 
Departmental  By-laws) ;  item  435  (Models 
of  inventions,  &a);  item  436  (Collections 
of  Antiquities) ;  and  item  437  (Spedmois 
of  Natural  History,  &c.)  agreed  to. 

Item  438.  Passengers'  personal  effects ;  Pas- 
sengers' Furniture  and  Household  Goods  which 
have  been  in  actual  use  by  such  passengers  for 
at  least  one  year,  not  exceeding  j^so  m  value 
for  each  adult  passenger*,  free. 

*Two  members  of  a  family,  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  but  not  less  than  twelre  years,  may 
be  reckoned  as  one  adult. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9.5,?! 
— This  item  seems  to  carry  with  it  a  re- 
commendation on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
that  any  immigrant,  or  for  that  matter  any 
citizen  of  the  Commonwealth,  returning 
from  abroad,  shall  be  allowed  to  bring  into 
the  Commonwealth  furniture  and  house- 
hold goods  free.  But  there  is  a  proviso 
that  the  fumituie  and  bous^dd  goods 
shall  not  exceed  £50  in  value  for  each 
adult  passenger.  If  we  are  going  to  re- 
cognise the  principle — and  it  is  a  desirable 
one  too — it  seems  to  me  we  are  making  the 
limitation  too  low.  I  can  quite  conceive  that 
many  immigrants  from  England,  desirable 
from  many  ^points  of  view,  might  come 
here,  and  bring  furniture  and  household 
goods,  preferring  to  do  so  than  to  sell 
them,  and  I  think  the  limitation  of  jCso 
is  too  low.  I  would  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Coundl,  se«n^  that 
the  Government  recognises  the  principle  I 
have  menticmed,  to  increase  the  amount. 
I  suppose  it  is  assumed  that  a  man  coming 
to  Australia  will  not  have  more  than  /^so 
worth  of  furniture  and  household  goods. 
If  he  is  a  valuable  immigrant,  and  brings 
anything  at  all,  he  will  bring  goods  of  a 
greater  value  than  ^50,  and  it  would  not 
be  a  pleasant  thing  to  tell  him  on  his  ar- 
rival that  we  will  onlv  allow  him  to  bring; 
in  £5^  worth  of  his  goods  free,  and  will 
tax  the  rest.  The  limitation  is  too  low,  even 
for  a  man  of  very  humble  means,  and  is 
too  low  altogether  for  a  persm  possessed 
of  cfxisiderable  means.  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  anything  more  than  the  occasion 
requires  if  the  Government  made  the 
limitation  ;^i5o. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.56]-— 
The  j£5o  limitation  contained  in  the  item 
was  in  the  Tariff  of  1902,  and  is  the 
limitation  which  existed  previously  in  cer- 
tain State  Tariffs.  The  limitation  is  ^?o 
for  each  adult.  The  first  thing  I  would 
point  out  is  that  if  a  man  comes  to  Aus- 
tralia  with  foi^g.^(^^^^5^g{^ife,  hu 
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wilt  be  able  to  bring  in  hous^old  goods  to 
the  value  of  ;^3oo. 

Senator  Clemons.- — No ;  if  you  will 
look  at  the  footnote  you  will  see  that  he 
can  not. 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  so.  He  could 
brinff  in  household  ^ects  valued  at  ^200. 

Senator  Cleuoms. — ^The  children  must 
be  over  twelve  years  of  age.  There  is  no 
allowance  whatever  if  a  child  is  under 
twelve  years.  If  there  were  six  children 
under  twelve  years  of  age  they  would  not 
count  at  all. 

Senator  BEST.— I  do  not  know  about 
that. 

Senator  Cleuons. — The  footnote  says 
that  two  members  of  a  family  under  18 
years  of  age,  but  not  less  than  12  years  of 
age,  may  be  reckoned  as  one  adult.  An 
immigrant  may  bring  in  four  children  under 
12,  and  he  would  be  allowed  to  bring  in  no 
additional  household  effects  on  that  account. 

Senator  BEST.— A  case  of  that  kind 
might  occur.  I  submit  that  the  limitation 
is  a  very  reasonable  one  as  regards  immi- 
grants who  come  here  alone.  It  is  very 
seldom  that  they  bring  any  furniture  at  all. 
An  unmarried  man  coming  to  Australia 
brings  no  furniture. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  would  not  matter 
in  a  large  number  of  those  cases. 

Senator  BEST.  —  I  would  p(ant  out, 
moreover — and  I  speak  from  experience 
—-that  the  Customs  Departmmt  are  most 
liberal  in  their  allowances  in  connexinn 
with  people  bringing  in  furniture.  The 
limitation  is  one  which  we  are  aocustbmed 
to,  and  it  was  in  operation  in  certain  of 
the  State  Tariffs. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  fg.sS].- 
— Senator  Best's  answer  does  not  make  the 
position  much  better.  Until  I  pointeH  it 
out  to  him  he  did  not  recognise  that  if  a 
man  comes  to  Australia  with  a  wife  and 
familv,  and  his  children  are  under  i3  years 
of  age — they  would  be  desirable  inuni- 
grants,  I  suppose — no  additional  allowance 
is  made  him  with  regard  to  the  goods  he 
may  bring  in  free.  The  item  ought  to  be 
more  elnstic  in  one  of  two  directions. 
Hither  the  amount  should  be  increased  to 
£150,  or  two  children  should  be  reckoned 
as  one  adult,  no  matter  what  are  their  ages. 
If  the  latter  course  were  adopted  it  would 
save  the  Customs  authorities  from  inquiring 
into  the  age  of  a  man's  children,  and  would 
probably  save  the  father  of  a  family  mak- 
ing mis-statements  regarding  his  children's 
ages. 

Senator  Best. — I  will  agree  to  the  latter 
proposal.    I  am  assured  by  the  Customs 


(^cials  that  on  no  occasion  have  they  en- 
forced duty  on  the  furniture  of  returning 
dtizens  or  immigrants. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  a  very 
dangerous  thing  for  the  Customs  authori- 
ties to  admit.  Thev  ought  to  interpret 
the  Act  as  it  passed  Parliament.    I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qaested  to  amend  item  4';8  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "under  eighteen  yean  of  age  but  not 
less  than  twelve  yean"  in  the  explanatory  note. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senatw  CLEMONS.— Still  another  al- 
teration is  wanted,  as  the  Vice-President  of 

the  Executive  Council  will  see.    I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  le- 
qnested  to  farther  amend  item  438  by  inserting 
tiie  words  "being  children"  after  the  word 
'*  family  "  in  the  explanatory  note. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  439  (Pictnial  Illustrationsi  &c.), 
agreed  to. 

Item  440.  Scientific  Instruments  and  Appafft. 
tus  (and  materials  for  scientific  purposes)  for 
use  in  Universities,  Colleges,  Schools,  or  Public 
Hospitals,  or  any  Public  Institution  under  de- 
partmental by-laws,  free. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 

Wales)  [10.  i]. — On  an  earlier  item  I 
raised  the  questi(»i  that  while  microscopi- 
cal instruments  were  free  microscc^s  were 
apparently  dutiable.  I  should  like  to  be 
absolutely  sure  that  this  item  covers  micro- 
scopes for  the  institutions  designated 
th^in. 

Senator  Best. — I  think  that  I  gave  an 
assurance  <hi  that  pmnt  to  my  honorabie 
friend. 

Staiator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  should  pre- 
fer to  get  an  assurance  on  this  item  rather 
than  in  a  tentative  way  as  on  the  previous 
occasicm. 

Senator  Best. — gave  my  honorable 
friend  that  assurance  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, and  I  confirm  it  now. 

Item  agreed  to. 

Item  441  (Machinery  specially  designed, 
&c.),  agreed  to. 

Item  442.  Surgical  and  Dental  and  Veterinaiy 
Instruments  and  Appliances  (not  being  Furni- 
ture), viz.  : — 

Amputating;  Cupping;  Dissecting;  Examining 
and  Operating;  Veterinary;  Lint;  Gauies; 
Bandages  n.e.i. ;  Ligatures;  Oil  Silk;  Poroplas- 
tic  Felt;  Splints  and  Artificial  Limbs  and  Kyes; 
Snrgicai  Pessaries,  except  of  glass;  Operation 
Bags  fitted  with  Instruments;  Syringes,  except 
of  glass;  Galvano-cautery  Batteries  and  Appli- 
ances; Operating  Tables;  Dressing  and  Jnstru. 
ment  Trays;  Accidei^.g^s^^eaO^Jgie 
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Air  Appar&tos  for  legs  and  arms ;  X-ray  Ap- 
paratus except  Motors ;  Snake-bite  Oiitfiti ;  Medi- 
cated and  Absorbent  Wool  and  Surgical  Dress- 
ings ;  Aseptic  Paper ;  Impression  Trays ;  Dental 
Rnbber;  Dental  Alloy  and  Cements;  Amalgam 
and  Gold  Filling  in  Pellets  or  Cylinders,  ad  vat. 
(General  Tariff),  10  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after 
12th  December,  1907.  free;  [United  Kingdom), 
free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.3}. — I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  44a  by  leanQg  out  the 
words  "  Operating  Tables." 

In  Sydney  alcKie  five  firms  are  making  a 
speciality  of  operating  tables.  I  know 
that  they  are  described  by  leading  surgeons 
as  tables  of  a  very  fine  type  indeed. 

Senator  Pulsford. — If  they  are  taten 
out  of  this  item  what  will  happen? 

Senator  BEST.— Under  item  299  they 
will  be  dutiable  at  35  and  30  per  cent. 

Senator  Colcmel  Neild. — Oh,  that  is  too 
miserable.  Drop  the  request  and  let  us 
get  on. 

Senator  BEST.— Under  the  previous 
Ta^  c^ierating  tables  were  liable  to  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Senator  Clehons. — Withdraw  the  re- 
quest. 

SenatOT  BEST. — This  is  a  recognised  in- 
dustry, and  I  submit  that  the  protection 
should  be  given. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.5]. — I  am  loath  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  for  e^en  five 
minutes,  but  I  remind  the  Minister  that 
the  number  of  operating  tables  which  are 
wanted  iii  the  Commonwealth  cannot,  I 
sippo%,  amoimt  to  half-a-dozen  per 
annum. 

Sfnator  Best. — Do  they  not? 

Senator  Colwiel  NEILD. — No,  because 
once  thev  are  supplied  thev  will  remain 
in  positiOTi  for  years.  Surelv  we  do  not 
want  to  raise  revenue  from  the  tables  on 
which  poor  humanity  is  to  be  carved  ?  I 
ask  the  Minister  not  to  press  the  request. 
I  have  occupied  the  time  of  the  Cunmittee 
very  little,  and  if  I  make  a  friendly  ap- 
peal to  my  honorable  friend  I  think  that 
he  might  give  way. 

Senator  Best. — My  honorable  friend 
cannot  expect  every  friendly  appeal  to  be 
successful.      The  last  one  was. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  very 
sorry  ihat  the  Minister  will  not  yield.  I 
hope  that  the  Ccnunittee  will  negative  his 
IMoposal. 


Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  13 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  13 


Best.  R.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 

Findley,  E. 
Henderson,  G. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 

Chataway,  T.  D. 
demons,  J.  S. 
Gould,  Lt. -Colonel 
Macfarlane,  J. 
McCoU,  J.  H. 
Milleo,  E.  D. 
Mnlcahy,  E. 

Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Russell,  W. 


Am. 

Rnsaell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 

Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turlev,  H. 

Telleri 
Givens,  T. 

Noes. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Pulsford,  E. 

PAIBS. 

Gray,  J.  P. 
Symon,  Sir  Josiah 
Dobson,  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 

Senator  MILLEM  (New  South  Wales) 
[10.9]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
Quested  to  amend  item  442  by  iuserting  after 
tne    words    "  Operating    Tables"    the  words 

"  Dental  Chairs  j" 

I  need  hardly  remind  honorable  senators 
that  a  dental  chair  is  a  chair  with  many 
movements  and  many  parts.  It  can 
readily  be  understood  that  these  chairs  are 
not  yet  made  in  Australia.  Probably  the 
Minister  will  accept  my  proposal  to  in- 
clude them  in  this  item. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.10]. — 
I  am  informed  that  dental  chairs  are  made 
here. 

Senator  Millrn. — Oh  I  Any  chair  can 
be  made  here. 

Senator  BEST.— It  will  be  noted  that 

the  introductory  words  to  this  item  are — 
Surgical  and   Dental   and  Veterinary  Instru- 
ments aod  Appliances  (not  be-ng  Furniture). 

An  item  dealing  with  furniture  and  in- 
cluding dental  chairs  has  already  been 
passed.  I  point  cut  that  they  really  can- 
not be  included  in  this  item ;  but,  apart 
from  that,  I  urge  that,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
being  made  here,  they  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted free. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[10.11]. — Surely  no  one  will  pretend  that 
the  kind  of  chair  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  which  I  suppose  most  honorable  sena- 
tors have  unfortunately  filled,  at  some  time 
or  other,  can  be  regarded;^like^an|«dinary 
piece  of  furnitui^^l^^  TstMrffc'ljEltomfort; 
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If  the  Minister's  view  is  right,  an  operat- 
ing table  might  also  be  called  a  [»ece  of 
furniture. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.12]. — I 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Repreaeotatives  be  re- 
quested to  further  amend  item  443  by  leaving 
cut  the  words  "except  Motors,"  aod  inserting 
the  following  words,  vis  :— '*  X-rav  Tubes,  Tube 
Shields,  Fluorescent  Screens,  Tube  Holders, 
Apparatus  for  localization  and  stereoscopic 
radiograpby." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  present 
item  includes  "  X-ray  apparatus  except 
Motors."  The  parts  of  the  X-ray  appa- 
ratus which  will  be  covered  by  the  item 
in  the  proposed  new  form  will  be  all  ex- 
cept motors  and  motor  interruptors,  which 
are  not  included  therein  at  present.  Of 
course,  if  the  request  in  regard  to  electric 
motors  is  accepted  elsewhere,  motors  over 
10  horse-power  will  be  free;  otherwise 
they  will  be  liable  to  duty.  In  any  cir- 
cumstances motors  are  specially  excepted 
from  the  item  before  the  Committee,  but 
it  is  thought  that  this  is  the  clearer  method 
to  adopt  so  as  to  avoid  any  difficulties  in 
regard  to  interpretation. 

Senator  Millen. — If  the  words  "ex- 
cept Motors  "  are  deleted  from  this  item 
under  what  item  will  the  motOTS  fall  ? 

Senator  BEST.— They  will  be  dutiable 
as  machinery,  as  they  now  are  under  this 
item.  But  the  object  of  the  request  is 
to  specify  clearly  the  ccmponent  parts  of 
the  X--ray  apparatus  which  are  intended  to 
be  free. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.13]. 
— I  want  to  see  the  whole  of  the  X-ray 
apparatus  made  free.  I  understand  that 
the  Minister's  proposal  is  to  request  the 
cHnissi(Mi  of  the  words  "  except  Motors " 
and  the  insertion  of  various  articles  in  the 
blank. 

Senator  Best. — Which  constitute  the 
component  parts  of  the  X-ray  apparatus. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— -So  that  they  may 
be  dutiable? 

Senator  Best. — No;  they  are  free  here. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Is  the  object  of 
the  present  request  to  enlarge  the  items 
of  the  X-ray  apparatus  which  will  be 
free? 

Senator  Best. — The  object  is  to  except 
motors  which  are  already  excepted  and 
motor  interruptors. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— With  a  view  to 
insert  other  wwds? 


Senator  BEST.  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.14].— 
My  honorable  friend  evidently  misunder- 
stood me.  I  asked  the  Committee  to  re- 
quest the  omission  of  the  words  "  except 
Motors,"  and  in  their  stead  to  include  the 
oxnponent  parts  of  the  X-ray  apparatus, 
which  I  have  already  enumerated,  and  all 
of  which  will  be  admitted  free. 

Senator  CLE  MONS  (Tasmania) 
[10.15]. — Senator  Best  will  give  me  his 
assurance  that  the  words  whidi  he  pro* 
poses  to  insert  will  include  the  whole  of 
the  X-ray  apparatus,  I  shall  be  satisfied. 

Senator  Best. — I  am  told  that  they  in- 
clude everything  except  motors  and  motor 
interruptors. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— And  those  would 
be  liable  to  the  ordinary  duty  imposed  00 
motors  ? 

Senator  Best. — ^That  is  so. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Items  443  (Theatrical  Costumes)  and 
444  (Trophies),  agreed  ta 

Item  445.  Goods  which  have  been  passed  hj 
the  Customs  and  subsequently  sent  out  of  the 
Commoowealtb  for  repairs,  which,  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Minister,  -cannot  be  reasonably  done 
in  the  Commonwealth,  may,  upon  re-introduc- 
tion, under  departmental  by-laws,  be  admitted 
upon  payment  of  duty  on  the  dutiable  value 
only  of  any  repairs  or  additions  to  the  goods. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania) 
[10.19]. — I  ask  Senator  Best  to  agree  to  a 
request  to  strike  out  some  of  these  words. 
It  is  not  conceivable  that  any  (mk  would 
send  an  article  out  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  England  or  America  to  have  some  re- 
pairs done  to  it,  unless  they  could  not  be 
done  here.     Hie  item  reads — 

Goods  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Cus- 
toms and  subset^uently  sent  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  repairs,  wbtch,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Minister,  cannot  be  reasonably  done  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  dearable  that  we 
should  ask  the  M^ister,  whoever  he  may 
be,  to  say  whether  or  not  certain  repairs 
could  be  done  in  the  Commonwealth.  No 
one  is  going  to  be  so  ridiculous  as  to  send 
articles  out  of  the  Commonwealth  for  re- 
pairs which  could  be  effected  here. 

Senator  Best. — This  item  is  intended 
for  the  protection  of  persons  who  send 
goods  out  of  the  Commonwealth  for  re- 
pairs, so  that  when  they  are  returned  duty 
can  only  be  charged  on  the  repairs. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  ask  the  Minis- 
ter to  agree  to  a  request  for  the  omission 
of  the  words  "  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Minister,  cannot  be  rea^Onahlvwdwe  in 
the  Commonwealtftla'"'^^  W^iSff^low 
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all  these  goods  in  respect  of  any  repairs 
made  to  come  in  free,  and  save  the 
Minister,  whoever  he  may  be,  frran  hav- 
ing to  say  that,  in  his  opinion,  certain 
repairs  could  not  be  dme  in  the  Ccnmnon- 
wealth.  No  one  would  abuse  the  privi- 
lege. Who  would  send  an  article  to 
Europe  or  America  for  repairs  which  could 
be  done  here? 

Senator  Givens. — This  only  shows  the 
evil  of  the  free-trade  doctrine  under  which 
goods  are  imported  to  which  repairs  can- 
ned be  made  here. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— That  is  not  the 
pcunt.  The  point  is  that  we  should  not 
throw  upon  any  \finister  the  onus  of  say- 
ing whether  or  not  certain  repairs  can  be 
made  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.21]. — I 
hope  the  Committee  will  retain  the  words 
referred  to.  They  are  most  important. 
If  they  were  not  retained,  any  one,  of 
his  own  volition  and  without  restriction, 
could  send  his  goods  elsewhere  to  be  re- 
paired, and  on  bringing  them  back  be 
liable  only  in  respect  of  the  repairs,  al- 
though the  repairs  might  just  as  readilv 
have  been  made  in  the  Commonwealth  if 
it  were  not  for  the  existwice  of  a  certain 
prejudice.  This  practice  would  no  doubt 
he  adopted  by  the  importing  agents  for 
special  classes  of  goods. 

S«iator  MiLLEN.  —  Why  charge  the 
owner  of  the  goods  when  they  are  returned 
repaired  for  wwk  that  oould  not  be  done 
in  Australia? 

Senator  BEST; — Because  in  the  case  of 
repairs  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minis- 
ter, could  not  be  done  in  Australia,  when 
the  repaired  article  was  returned,  if  it 
were  not  for  this  item  it  would  be  dutiable 
not  onlv  in  respect  of  the  value  of  the  re- 
pain;,  but  of  the  value  of  the  whole 
article. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
\to.2ji\. — The  Minister  has  shown  conclu- 
sivelv  that  whilst  the  earlier  portion  of  il^he 
item  may  be  necessary  

Senator  Clemons. — The  reference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Minister? 

Senator  MILLEN. — Yes,  I  think  those 
words  are  quite  necessary.  The  whole 
object  of  the  Tariff  is  to  impose 
duties  in  respect  of  things  which  can 
be  mnde  in  Australia,  and  that  principle 
should  be  applied  tn  this  case.  Before 
goods  are  sent  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  repairs,  the  Minister  must  cer- 


tify that  the  repairs  cannot  be  done  in 
Australia,  and  that  being  so,  there  is 
neither  sense  nor  justice  in  charging  duty 
on  the  repairs  when  the  goods  are  re- 
turned.    I  move — 

That  tbe  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  445  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  upon  payment  of  duty  on  the  dutiable 
value  only  of  an^  lepairs  or  additions  to  the 
goods,"  and  by  inleiting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
word  "  free." 

Senator  Best. — ^Tbat  would  opei  up  the 
whole  thing  to  fraud. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Let  us  see  where 
the  fraud  could  come  in.  If  amended 
as  I  suggest,  the  item  would  read — 

Goods  which  have  been  passed  the  Customs 
and  subsequently  sent  out  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  repairs,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minis- 
ter, cannot  reasonably  be  done  in  the  Common- 
wealth, may,  upon  re-introduction  under  de< 
partmental  by-laws,  be  admitted  free. 

That  would  apply  to  these  repairs  the 
principle  which  we  have  applied  to  goods 
which  cannot  be  manufactured  in  Australia. 

Senator  Best. — A  man  might  send  out 
the  minor  part  of  a  machine,  and  bring 
back  an  entirely  new  machLne. 

Senator  MILLEN. — When  they  were 
called  uptxi  to  give -a  dedsicm  before  it 
was  sent  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  to 
whether  the  proposed  cc|>airs  oould  be 
made  in  Australia,  would  not  the  officers 
know  the  machine  when  it  was  returned? 

Senator  Best. — It  might  have  been 
passed  in  that  way  long  before. 

Senator  MILLEN. — If  fraud  might  be 
worked  in  the  way  the  honorable  senator 
sugge^s,  importers  might  in  the  same  way 
import  a  new  machine,  and  say  that  it  was 
an  old  machine  repaired. 

Senatw  Gitens. — Does  the  hcmorable 
senator  propose  to  request  that  there  should 
be  a  preferential  duty  attadied  to  this 
item? 

Senator   MILLEN. — ^We    can  discuss 
that  later  on.    In  the  meandme,  I  ask  the 
Committee  to  agree  to  a  request  to  strike 
out  the  words  to  which  I  have  referred. 
Question  put.    The  Conunittee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  zi 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  15 


Majority 


Chataway,  T.  D. 
ClemODs,  J.  S. 
Gould,  Lt. -Colonel 
McColl,  T.  H. 
Millen,  £.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 


Atks. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pulsford,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Lpdger,  A.  J. 
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Best,  R.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E, 
Givens,  T. 
HendersoQ,  G. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McGregor^  G. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


Noes. 

Russell,  E.  }. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardoa,  J. 

Teller: 


Gray.  J.  P. 
Symon,  Sir  Jorioh 
DobsoD,  H. 


Paibs. 

I Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Keating,  ].  H. 
Russell*  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Reque^  negatived. 
Item  agreed  lo. 

Item  446.  Goods  brought  back  to  Australia  by 
the  person  who  was  owner,  or  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  such  owner  at  the  time  of  exporta- 
tion, after  exportation  without  drawback  having 
been  paid  thereon ;  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
section  151  of  the  Customs  Act  igoi,  free. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.29]. — I  3sk  the  Minister  to 
consent  to  a  request  for  the  omission  of 
the  words  "  at  the  time  of  exportaticMi." 
He  will  see  'that  the  owner  of  the  goods 
at  the  time  of  exportation  would  not  bo 
Kkely  to  have  a  legal  refMiesentative.  If 
I  re.id  the  item  incorrectly,  my  honorable 
and  learned  friend  will  put  me  right,  but 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  words  "at  the 
lime  of  exportation  "  set  up  a  diflSculty 
which  is  practically  insurmountable.  So 
long  as  the  owner  of  goods  is  alive,  he 
will  not  have  a  legal  representative  in  the 
sense  involved  in  this  item.  I  think  the 
words  10  which  I  refer  might  be  omitted 
without  the  slightest  detriment  to  the  re- 
venue. I  have  no  doubt  'that  what  is 
meant  is  that  if  a  person  leaves  the  Com- 
monweal h  with  goods  in  his  pc^sessicxi  on 
which  duty  has  been  paid,  and  dies 
abroad,  those  goods  being  returned  in 
charge  of  the  legal  representative  of  the 
deceased  should  be  admitted  free.  I  am 
afrnid  that  the  words  at  the  time  of 
exportation "  render  this  item  a  nullitv. 
I  propose  to  move  a  request  to  leave*,  out 
those  words,  but  will  not  do  so  if  there 
is  some  explanation  that  will  get  over  the 
difficultv. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10. ^i]. — 
The  honornble  senator  appears  to  He  nut- 
ting upon  this  item  a  limitation  which  it 
does  not  bear.  He  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  owner  of  the  goods  has  died 
abroad.  That  is  not  necessarily  so.  This 
is  the  recognised  provision. '  Personal 
effects  cmne  in  under  item  4.^8.  This  item 
deals  with  travellers'  samples,  which  must 


be  checked  on  expOTtation.  Would  it 
meet  the  honorable  senator's  views  to  in- 
.•sert  the  words  ' '  at  the  time  of  exporta- 
tion "  after  the  word  "owner"  where  it 
first  occurs,  instead  of  where  it  second  oc- 
ciurs? 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.32]. — Yes.    I  move — 

That  the  Hoose  of  Representatives  be  re- 
qvested  to  amend  item  446  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "owner,"  first  occurring,  the  words 
"at  the  time  of  exportation,"  and  leavinp  out 
the  words  "at  the  time  of  exportation " "after 
tfie  word  "  owner,"  second  occurring. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[10.33]. — I  think  that  Senator  Neild  is 
making  a  mistake.  If  a  man  goes  abroad 
in  this  way,  leaving  behind  him  a  power  of 
attorney,  and  dies  abroad,  the  man  with 
the  power  of  attorney  will  not  be  able  to 
act  for  him. 

Senator  Best. — He  could  act.  That 
would  be  governed  by  the  terms  of  the 
power. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Item  447.  Blankets,  Rubber  or  Wool  for 
Printing  Machines,  Top  Cloths  for  Ruling 
Machines,  when  imported  with  the  machines  of 
which  they  form  a  necessary  working  part,  one 
or  more  as  required  for  working  the  mnchine; 
and  Felts  and  Wires  for  Paper  Making 
Machines,  free. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[lo-asl- — the  item  mean  that  if  one  of 
these  blankets  or  top  cloths  should  wear 
out  a  new  one  imported  separately  would 
be  dutiable? 

Senator  Best. — Certainlv. 

Senator  VARDON.— Then  it  is  a  very 
sillv  provision. 

Senator  Givens. — They  could  be  made 
here. 

Senator  VARDON. — They  are  not  made 
here.    I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representnt'ves  be  re- 
quested to  Amend  item  447  by  leaving  out  the 
words  "  when  imported  with  the  macliines  of 
which  they  form  a  necessary  working  part,  one 
or  more  as  required  for  working  the  machine,** 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  fio.361. — 
If  imported  separately  these  articles  would 
be  liible  under  different  items.  The  hwi- 
orable  senator's  proposal  practically  means 
going  over  what  we  have  already  done. 

Senator  CHATAWAV  (Queensland) 
[10.37]. — The  Vice-President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  has  given  an  absolutely  in- 
adequate explanation. 

Senator  Best. — This  is  fiQi-theAiff^  for 
speeches,  at  all  ev&i^.^'^ 
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Seoator  CHATAWAY.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  imagines  that  I  am  going  to 
sit  here  and  be  bullied  by  him,  just  because 
it  happens  to  be  nearly  twenty  minutes  to 
eleven,  into  passing  anything  without  an 
adequate   explanation,    he    is  mistaken. 
Senator   Vardon's  statement  is  perfectly 
correct.     These  blankets,  which  are  not 
blankets  in  the  ordinary  sense,  are  not  made 
by  the  people  who  make  the  machine,  but 
are  bought  by  them  from  some  one  else 
when  putting  up  the  machine.      They  gi\-e 
what  is  called  a  "spare."  Under  this  item 
half-a-dozen  spares  can  be  imported  with  a 
machine,  but  if  a  spare  is  bought  after  the 
machine  has  been  brought  in,  dutv  has  to 
be  paid  on  it.     The  proposal  is  absurd. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.39]. 
—The   Vice-President    of  the  Executire 
Council  must  either  accept  Senator  Var- 
don's request  or  strike  the  whole  item  out. 
It  is  absurd  to  dlow  the  articles  to.  come 
in  free  with  the  machine,  and  at  the  same 
time  make  them  dutiable  if  they  want  re- 
newing.    It  is  fair  that  they  should  oxne 
m  free,  and  I  snppwt  the  request. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Aves      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  14 


Cbataway,  T.  D. 
CleiBcau,  J.  S. 
Gould.  Lt.-CoIonel 
Uacfarlane,  ). 
McToll,  J.  H. 
Millm.  E.  D. 
Uvlcalir,  E. 


Majwity       ...  ...  2 

Ates. 

Neild,  Colonel 
Pulsford,  E. 
Sayen,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 


Best,  R.  W. 

de  Largic,  H. 
Fiadley,  E. 
Headerson,  C 
Lvoeb,  P.  J. 
McCrrgor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


Tetter: 
VardoB,  J. 
Noes. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story.  W.  H, 
TrcDwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 


Gray,  J.  P. 
Symon,  Sir  Joiish 
Dobwm.  H. 


Teller: 
Givens,  T. 
Pairs. 

I Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Russell,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  to. 

Item  448.  Scienti&c  lostrumeots  and  Ap- 
paratus, viz. — 

(B)  Instruments  made  of  glass  for  measur- 
ing the  density  of  Liquids  Solids  and 
Gases;  including  Hydrometers,  Sac- 
dwrometeis,  Laetometen,  Salimo- 
meters.  and  Barkometers — on  and  aftei 
latk  December,  itjoy,  ad  val.  {Gmeral 
Tariff),  ao  per  cent ;  (United  King- 
<Ioni)i  t5  per  cent. 


(I)  Scientific  lostnimeots  for  measuring  Ab- 
sorption, Di^rsion,  Reflection.  Re- 
fraction, and  Rotation  of  Light,  and 
for  Colour  Analysis  and  Colour  Com- 
parison, free. 

Senator  CLEMOXS  {Tasmania)  [10.45]. 
— This  seans  to  me  to  be  an  imnecessary 
exception.  We  are  now  dealing  with  a 
long  category  of  scientific  instruments  and 
apparatus,  and,  with  this  one  exception, 
all  are  free.  I  suppose  that  some  one  has 
written  a  letter,  or  otherwise  communicated 
with  the  Government,  asking  Parliament  to 
place  a  duty  on  these  few  articles. 

Senator  Turley. — These  articles  are 
being  made  in  Australia. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— That  mav  be, 
but  why  make  such  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  scientific  instnmients?  If  these  in- 
strimients  are  being  made  here,  they  will 
probably  be  sold,  whether  there  be  a  duty 
or  not.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Coimcil  if  he  can  en- 
lighten me  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  word 

Barkometers  "? 

Senator  Best. — I  am  informed  that  it  is 
an  instrument  to  test  the  astringent  strength 
of  bark. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— All  the  other 
words  in  this  paragraph  are  built  on  pro- 
per derivations,  and  why  should  we  de- 
grade our  Tariff  bv  permitting  such  a  word 
as  "  Barkometers  "  ? 

Senator  Best. — We  are  simply  calling 
a  spade  a  spide. 

Senator  CLEMOXS. — At  any  rate.  1 
move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  item  448,  par.igraph  B,  free. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.48]. — 
This  motion  brings  us  back  to  scKne  ancient 
history.  In  the  case  of  items  255  and  256 
which  included  glass  scientific  apparatus, 
the  latter  was  struck  out  with  a  view  of 
making  them  dutiable,  seeing  that  similar 
articles  are  manufactured  in  Queensland. 
The  paragraph  now  under  consideration 
embraces  practically  the  same  class  of  in- 
struments, and,  therefore,  it  is  only  con- 
sistent to  make  it  dutiable. 

Request  negatived. 

Amendment  (l^  Senator  Best)  agreed 


That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  amend  item  448,  paragraph  x,  by 
inserting  the  word  "Intensity"  after  the  word 

*'  Dispersion." 

Item  449  (Ophthalmic  instruments  and 
appliances)  agrMt^j^jfej^^GoOgle 
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Tanff  [SENATE.]  {FruU  and  Vegetabtes). 


Item  450.  Outside  packages  n.e.i.,  including 
the  90le  containing  package  in  which  goods 
are  ordinarily  imported,  free. 

Request  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 

That  the  House  of  Repretentatives  be  re* 
quested  to  amend  item  450  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "  imported "  the  words  "  when  con- 
taining such  goods." 

Postpoaed  item  54.  Fruit  and  Vegetables, 
Tis. 

Fruits,  Dried,  viz.  : — 
(a)  CuirantSa  per  lb.,  3d. 
(B)  Dates,  per  lb.,  ad. ;  and  oa  and  after 
31H  October,   1907,  id  

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.52]. — With  regard  to  paragraph 
A,  I  point  out  that  a  duty  of  zd.  per  lb. 
on  currants  was  all  that  was  asked  for  by 
the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  CcMnmissitm,  the 
B  section  recommending  only  20  per  cent. 
Even  a  duty  of  zd,  per  lb.  is  equal  to  an 
ad  valorem  duty  of  about  xco  per  cent. 
Now  it  is  proposed  to  increase  that  duty 
by  one-half.  So  that  a  duty  equal  to  some- 
thing  like  150  per  cent,  is  proposed. 
Surely  this  is  an  enormous  rate.  It  would 
be  absurd  to  agree  to  it.  It  is  time  to  take 
notice  of  the  way  in  which  important  re- 
venue-producing items  are  being  treated, 
the  revenue  being  thrown  recklessly  away. 
Why  should  we  impose  a  duty  of  150  per 
cent,  on  an  article  such  as  is  used  in  every 
home  in  the  Ctxnmonwealth  ?  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  the  Committee  is  willing  to  pass 
.1  duty  exceeding  2d.  per  lb.,  and  there- 
fore I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Regresentatives  Be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  item  54,  paragraph 
A,  Currants,  2d.  per  lb. 

Questi(Mi  put.   The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Chataway,  T.  D. 
Clemons,  J.  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 
Macfarlane,  J. 
Millen,  E.  D. 

Best,  R.  W. 
i\c  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Oivens,  T. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  G. 
Needham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 

Symon,  Sir  losiah 
Gray.  J.  P. 
Dnbson,  H. 


9 
16 


Ayes. 

Pulsford.  E. 
Savers.  R.  J. 
St."  Ledger, 'A.  J. 

TelUr: 
Mulcahy,  E. 

Noes. 

Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  J. 

Teller: 
Henderson,  G. 
Pairs. 

I Keating,  J.  H. 
Gutbrie,  R.  S. 
Russell,  W 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatii%d. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [ii.o]. — 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  Ee  re< 
quested  to  make  the  duty  on  item  54,  para- 
graph B,  2d.  per  lb. 

The  Tariff,  when  first  introducedi  pro- 
vided f(»  that  Huty.  I  feel  sure  the  rea- 
sonableness of  the  request  will  meet  with 
the  approval  of  the  majority  of  honorable 

senators. 

Senator  Clemons. — Not  even  the  protec- 
tionist secticMi  of  the  Tariff  Cranmission 
thought  that  a  duty  of  id,  per  lb.  was  not 
ample. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — DiUes  are  ^own 
in  South  Australia,  and  are  produced 
under  totally  different  c(»iditions  frcxn 
those  which  prevail  in  the  other  countries 
from  which  imports  chiefly  come. 

Soiator  Chataway, — There  is  a  bounty 
on  dates. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— In  the  Bounties 

Act  we  have  provided  a  certain  sum  of 
money  each  year  for  the  encouragement  of 
date-growing. 

Senator  Millen. — They  want  to  get  at 
the  Public  Treasury  in  two  ways. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  the  pro- 
per way  to  establish  the  industry.  Sena- 
tor Chataway  said  that  we  are  encouraging 
the  industry  by  means  of  a  bounty.  We 
have  done  that  in  ctmnexion  with  coffee. 

Senator  Chataway. — But  we  did  not  in- 
crease the  duty. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— We  provided  a 
duty  of  3d.  per  lb.  on  coffee.  The  dates 
produced  in  South  Australia  are  grown 
under  healthy  conditions,  and  as  regards 
flavour  they  are  much  superior  to  anv  im- 
ported dates. 

Senator  ifiLLEN — Were  the  samples 
you  have  sent  to  vou  from  Mildura? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— No;  dates  are  not 
grown  there, 

SenatOT  Millen. — know  that,  but  the 
samples  might  have  beoi  sent  from  th«e. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Dates  do  grow  at 
Mildura,  but  the  fruit  does  not  ripen.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  climate  is  sufficientU- 
hot  for  them.  If  there  is  one  reason  that 
should  move  the  Committee  in  favour  of  a 
dutv  against  imported  dates  it  is  contained 
in  the  report  which  has  been  presented  to 
the  Senate  in  connexion  with  Secret  Drugs, 
Cures,  and  Foods.  In  thaft  report  there  is 
the  following  reference  to  dates — ■ 

A  personal  friend,  who  was  for  many  years 
•a  exporter  of  dates  and  otiter  produce  from 
Northern   Africa,  b)t«.oi@0^  l@sidenl 
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merdiant,  related  as  follows  : — Dates  are  Broueht 
in  bandies  from  the  iolerior  on  camels'  backi. 
which  are  tmloaded  everr  night,  the  loose  hair 
and  general  dir<  are  well  mixed  up  in  the  pro- 
cess. Before  packing,  the  dates  are  '*  washed  '* 
ia  tanks  which  are  themselves  never  cleaned 
from  year  to  year.  Water  is  added,  any  water,  as 
the  liquid  diminiibes  in  the  tanks  whence  the  dates 
are  tucea  for  packing.  Daring  the  season  the 
packers  are  gathered  from  the  streets  or  any- 
where, ragamuffins  with  anv  or  every  kind  of 
disease,  and  all  irredeemably  dirty  and  insani- 
tary. The  dates  are  pressed  into  tne  boxes  with 
the  packers'  feet.  Details  do  not  matter.  "  No 
more  dates  for  me,"  he  added,  "  I  have  never 
toocbed  them  since." 

Senator  Vardon. — What  authority  is 
that? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  is  contained 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Beale,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.  Honorable  senators 
may  laughj  but  these  statements  have  \xea 
made  by  tourists  visiting  the  parts  xaexi' 
tioned. 

SenatOT  Chataway. — Did  Mr.  Beale  say 
he  saw  that? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— He  said  a  ner- 
scmal  friend  of  his,  who  was  an  exporter 
of  dates  from  Northern  Africa,  made  those 
remarks.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  remarks  in  respect  to  dates  are 
also  applicable  to  figs. 

Senatw  Millen. — Beale's  repcvt  is  the 
greatest  collection  of  hearsay  evidence  ever 
seen. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — In  my  opinion  it 
is  oat  of  the  most  valuable  documents  that 
has  ever  been  presoited  to  Parliament. 
In  the  interests  of  those  who  would  be  en- 
couraged by  the  imposition  of  the  increased 
duty,  and  in  the  interests  of  public  health, 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  agree  to 
the  reqtiest. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[11.5].  —  I  would  like  to  say  very 
briefly  that  this  request  is  made  solely  in 
the  interests  of  the  Mildura  raisin  and 
currant-growers.  As  far  as  Uie  date  in- 
dustry of  Australia  is  concerned,  what- 
e\-er  it  may  be  in  the  future,  at  present  it 
is  hardly  in  its  infancy,  and  Parliament 
has  already  passed  a  bounty  on  dates. 
That  is  suflBcient  encouragement  for  the 
growers.  There  is  also  a  duty  of  id.  per 
lb.,  which  is  the  mosi  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  Cixnmission  ventured  to 
suggest.  The  proposal  can  only  have  one 
object  in  view,  that  is,  to  shut  out  "dates,^ 
not  in  the  interests  of  any  one  growing' 
them  here,  but  simpiv  because  they  come 
into  competition  with  the  dried  fruits 
which  Mildura  sends  <Hit.  There  ought  to 
be  a  limit  beyond  which  the  Committee 


will  not  go.  There  is  a  dutv  on  dates  re- 
cwnmended  by  the  protectionist  secticm  of 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  there  is  also  a 
bounty. 

Senator  Findley. — It  is  not  equal  to 
that  on  currants. 

Senator  MILLEN.— Probably  the  hon- 
orable  senator  has  been  moved  to  make  this 
proposal  by  the  currant-growers  of  Mil- 
dura. 

Senator  Findley. — The  htmorable  sena- 
tor is  not  onrrect  in  making  that  statement. 
The  proposal  does  not  come  from  Mildura. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [11.8]. 
— The  invoice  price  of  dates  is,  I  think,  if 
anything,  under,  rather  than  over,  id.  per 
lb.  The  existing  duty  is  id.  per  lb.,  and 
surely  Senator  Findley  cannot  be  in  earnest 
in  pressing  this  request. 

Senator  Findley. — Am  I  ngt  in  earnest? 
I  do  not  do  these  things  for  fun. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11. 9].  —  Senator  Findley  has  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  the  haii<-raising 
paragraph  he  read  referred  to  dates  coining 
fmn  Northern  Africa.  The  CustCMns  re- 
turn ^ows  that  practically  the  whole  of 
the  dates  coming  to  Australia  aie  exptM'ted 
frcHD  Asia. 

Senator  Findley. — I  did  not  say  coming 
from  Northern  Africa.  I  said  the  state- 
ment was  that  of  an  exporter  from  Northern 
Africa. 

Question  put.    The  Conmittee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  12 

Noes     ...  ...  14 


Majority 


Best,  R.  W. 
de  Largie,  H. 
Findley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Henderson,  G. 
McGregor,  G. 
Ncedfaam,  E. 


Chataway,  T.  D. 
Clemons,  ].  S. 
Gould,  Lt.-Colonel 


McCoU. 


Macfarlane,  T. 

11,  T.  rf. 
Millen,  E.  D. 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 


Ayes. 

Russell.  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
Story,  H. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Lynch,  P.  J. 

Noes. 

Pulsford,  E. 

Sayers,  R.  J. 
St.  Ledper,  A.  J. 
Turley,  H. 
Vardon,  ]. 

Teller: 
Neild,  Colonel 

Pairs. 

ISymon,  Sir  Josiab 
Gray,  J.  P. 
Russell,  W. 


Keating,  J.  H. 
Guthrie,  R.  S. 
Dobson,  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative 

Request  negatived.  C^r^r\n]t:> 
Item  agreed  to.D'9'ti^««^v^OOgie 
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Clause  t  (Short  title). 

Seiwitor  PuLSFORD. — Is  ft  right  to  refer 
to  this  measure  as  "  The  Custmis  Tariff, 
1907?" 

Senator  Best.— We  can  give  it  any 
title  we  like.  The  duties  incOTporated  in 
the  schedule  were  really  inqwsed  on  the 
Sih  August,  1907. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  2  to  5  agreed  ta 

Clause  6  (Applica'tiofi  of  Tariff). 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11. 15]. — I  have  given  notice  of 
a  request  in  connexion  with  this  clause, 
and  as  it  deals  with  a  matter  of  consider- 
able importance,  I  ask  the  Minister  to 
agree  to  report  progress  now,  so  thtk  it 
may  be  discussed  to-morrow. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  "Executive  Coimcil)  [11.16]. — 
Let  it  be  discussed  to-night.  I  am  very 
anxious  that  the  Bill  shall  be  put  through 
to-night,  so  that  a  copy  of  all  the  requests 
may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  odiet  Chamber  as  so(»i  as  pos- 
sible. The  (^Scers  have  had  a  ccHisuderable 
amount  of  work  to  do,  and  it  will  faciU- 
tate  matters  if  we  complete  our  oonsidera- 
ticHi  of  the  measure  to-night. 

Senator  Clemoks.— It  is  in  connexion 
with  the  schedule  that  the  requests  have 
t:een  carried. 

Senator  BEST. — I  am  assured  bv  the 
officers  that  the  carrying  of  the  Bill  to- 
night will  make  a  considerable  differHice 
to  them. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.  J  7]. —It  is  altogether  un- 
reasonable to  ask  me  to  go  on  now,  in 
view  of  the  exceedinc  gravity  of  my  pro- 
posal. I  should  not  h.xve  brought  it 
forward  had  I  known  "that  I  would  be 
driven  in  a  comer  like  this.  I  have 
hardU  spoken  to-day  or  yesterday,  and 
my  long  absence  is  an  additional  reason 
why  the  Minister,  bv  reporting  progress, 
should  g'.ve  me  an  opportunity  to  put  for- 
ward my  proposal  to-morrow. 

Senator  Best. — There  was  a  general 
understanding  that  the  consideration  of  the 
measure  should  be  completed  to-night. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  was  no  party 
to  it.  If  the  Minister  persists  in  trea^t- 
ing  me  in  this  unfair  wav,  it  is  useless  to 
brmg  the  matter  forward. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  The  honorable 
senator  can  move  the  recommfctal  of  the 
Bill. for  the  reconsideration  of  the  clause, 
and  Chen  discu&s  the  matter. 


Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  7  to  9  agreed  :o. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [iz.20]. — 
In  accordance  with  notice,  I  move — 

That  the   House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  insert  the  following  new  schedule. 

SCHBDOLX  **B." 
Rebate  for  Home  Coasumption. 

No.  of  Item  in  Schedule  "A,"  133. 

Tariff  Item. — Piece-goods  of  any  material, 
when  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Rubber  Water* 
proof  Clolh.  ■ 

Rebate. — Up  to  and  including  iitb  Decembert 
1907,  three-fourths  of  the  duty  paid. 

No.  of  Items  in  Schedule  "  A,"  162  and  165. 

Tariff  Item. — Machinery,  and  parts  thereof, 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  Fibrous  Matertala 
and  Felt,  and  Felt  Hats,  when  installed  for  use 
in  a  Woollen  Mill  or  a  Hat  Factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  such  Materials,  Felt,  and  Hats. 

Rebate. — Up  to  and  including  28th  November, 
1907,  the  full  duty  paid. 

I  have  already  explained  that  as  the  Tariff 
was  originally  introduced,  it  contained  a 
schedule  providing  for  a  rebate  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  on  piece  goods  when 
imported  under  item  123,  and  a  rebate  of 
the  whole  duty  on  machinery  and  parts 
thereof  for  certain  purposes  when  imported 
under  items  162  and  1 65 .  The  other 
House  saw  fit  to  strike  out  the  schedulej 
but  on  item  123  duty  was  paid  from  the 
8th  August  to  the  nth  December,  1907, 
and  on  items  r62  and  165  from  the  8th 
August  imtil  the  28th  November.  In 
same  cases  the  rebate  was  paid,  but  in 
other  cases,  although  it  was  claimed  it  was 
not  paid.  The  object  in  requesting  -  the 
inserti(xi  of  this  new  schedule  is  to  permit 
of  small  claims  for  rebate  during  the 
period  I  have  mentioned  being  duly  paid. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.23]. — I  simply  rise  to  ask  the 
Minister  a  question.  In  the  case  of  a 
firm  who  paid  duty  under  protest,  and  who 
did  not  raise  the  prices  of  the  machinery 
articles  they  sold  in  consequence  of  any 
increase  of  the  duty,  have  they,  imder 
this  proposal,  a  reasonable  hope  of  getting 
a  refund  of  the  duty  so  paid  ? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vioe-Prerf- 
dent  of  the  Executive  Cotmcil)  [11.24]. — 
The  answer  to  mv  honorable  friend's  ques- 
tion is  *'  No."  '  Under  the  Tariff  as  it 
was  originally  presented,  the  Goverrunent 
proposed  to  give  the  manufacturers  of  rub- 
ber waterproof  cloth  a  rebate  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  duty  paid  on  the  piece 
goods  which  tiiey  used.  In  some  cases, 
the  manufacturers  got  tbeir^Tehate^  but  in 
other  cases  thef  '^a^ W*dyg«^  or  got 
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it,  anil  the  oljject  of  the  new  schedule  :s 
to  tr*-3t  all  p^rs*ins  alike  during  the  periods 
iB»-ru;tJoed  in  the  new  schedule. 

S^n.itor  Clemons. — Is  the  Government 
sjitisnt-<)  that  the  rebate  is  going  to  the 
person  properly  entitled  to  it? 

Senator  BEST. — Certainly,  because  it 
is  jI\  done  under  our  supervision. 

Seiut4ir  Cleuons.  —  Has  the  Govem- 
mefit  se«n  that  th^  r^te  is  gcung  to  the 
user  or  consumer? 

Senaior  BEST.— It  is  all  ri^t.  We 
are  acting  on  just  the  same  principle  as 
when  articles  are  made  up  in  bcmd. 

Request  agreed  to. 

Title  agreed  to. 

Excise  Tariff  Bill. 

Clauic  3  (Incorporation}. 
Progress  reported. 

PRIVILEGE:  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
L  POX  PROCEDURE. 

PRESIDENT.— I  have  to  report 
the  rr'>-ip«  of  the  following  message  from 
thr  H<ci-«  of  Representatives: — 

Heuage  No.  33. 

Mt  P11MDE.XT. 

J\'  H'-ivt^  of  R«|>rc!v«ntalive3  transmits  to  the 
S«n.'e  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  this 
(£•>   tgrr^d   to   by    the    House  of  RepreseDta* 

I  rhjt  A  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  join  with  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
.■»«n.iie,  lo  inquire  and  report  as  to 
the  best  procedure  for  the  trial  and 
puoislimenl  of  persons  charged  with 
the  interference  with  or  breach  of  the 
powers,  privileges,  or  immimitles  of 
either  Hnuse  01  the  Parliament  or  of 
the  Members  or  Committees  of  each 

V  Th.it  the  Members  of  this  House  upon 
\uth  Committee  be  Mr.  Bamford,  Mr. 
Fuller,  Sir  John  Quick,  and  Mr. 
Wi»r  ;  t»o  to  be  a  quorum. 

1  T!i't  su'.h  Committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  pai>ers,  and  records. 

4  Tit  .t  A  Mcs^.i^je  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
reijuestinK  it  to  appoint  a  similar  Com- 
mittee em|K)wer,-d  to  act  conjointly 
« itb  the  Committee  of  this  House. 

TV  H->ase  of  Representatives  requests  the 
^Maitr  ic  t;<[ioint  a  Committee  as  asked  by  para- 
tT*l^  4  '  f  the  Mid  resolutions. 

¥.  W.  HOLDKR. 

Speaker. 

Hobtr  of  Representatives, 

Melboimie,  ist  April.  tgoS. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to*~ 

Tkat  tbe  coosadcratioa  of  the  meuagc  be  an 
Order  of  the  Daj  for  to-morrow. 
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AMERICAN  FLEET. 

Senator  BEST  {Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [11.30]. — 
I  haye  to  lay  cm  the  table  certain  cable- 
grams with  respect  to  the  proposed  visit  of, 
the  American  Fleet.  The  material  porticm 
of  one  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  is  as  follows — 

Arrival  of  United  States  Fleet  in  Australia 
will  not  be  affected  by  visit  to  Japan.  Armoured 
cruisers  will  not  cross  Pacific,  but  entire  battle 
fleet,  consisting  probably  of  sixteen  battleships, 
will  visit  Australia,  probably  divided  into  two 
squadrons  of  eight  each. 

I  have  to  lay  on  the  table  also  a  copy  of 
another  cablegram  from  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  the  following  effect : — 

Ministers  will  be  glad  if  American  Govern- 
ment can  be  informed  that  strong  desires  have 
been  expressed  by  Governments  of  Wfcstem  Aus- 
tralia, South  Australia,  Tasmania,  and  Queens- 
lands  that  fleet  should  call  at  Fremantle,  Ade- 
laide, Hobart,  and  Moretoo  Bay. 

Senate  adjourned  at  11.33  P->°> 


Jllottse  of  iirpresmtatibes 

Wednesday,  i  April,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  tlie  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

VISIT  OF  AMERICAN  FLEET. 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — In  continuation  of  cer- 
tain cablegrams,  relating  to  the  approach- 
ing visit  of  the  American  fleet,  that  I  ha\e 
already  read  to  the  House,  I  now  have 
pleasure  in  reading  the  material  parts  cjf 
two  others  received  and  one  sent  by  us  in 
order  that  honorable  members  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  exact  petition  at  the  present 
time.  The  first  cablegram,  dated  zist 
March,  reads — 

Fleet  will  leave  San  Francisco  6th  July,  and 
sail  for  Melbourne  vid  Hawaii  and  Samoa, 
arriving  about  ist  SeplAnber.  After  stay  of 
tea  days  fleet  will  proceed  to  Sydney,  and  tA-^y 
ten  days. 

That  was  not  made  public  before  because,, 
as  I  have  stated,  the  proposed  visit  to 
Japan,  and  afterwards  to  New  Zealand, 
was  mentioned  after  the  receipt  of  this 
message,  and  it  appeared  possible  that  these 
dates  migtit  be  changed.  It  was  luidesir- 
able  to  mention  the(tteui^Hj*edOg*£  sure 
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that  no  alteration  w6uld  be  made.  A  fur- 
ther cablegram  has  just  been  received  frtMn 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
stating  that — 

Arrival  of  United  States  Fleet  in  Australia 
will  not  be  affected  by  visit  to  Japan.  Armoured 
cruisers  will  not  cross  Pacific,  but  entire  battle 
fleet,  consisting  probably  of  sixte(»a  battle-ships, 
will  visit  Austnilia,  probably  divided  into  two 
squadrons  of  eight  each. 

Honorable  Members.— Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.' — If  my  memory  serves 
me  rightly,  we  have  not  yet  seen  in  these 
waters  a  battleship,  strictly  so-called,  of 
any  nation'.  In  connexion  with  this  matter 
I  sent  yesterday  the  following  cablegram 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies — 

Ministers  will  be  glad  if  American  Govera- 
ment  can  be  informed  that  strong  desires  have 
been  expressed  by  Governments  of  Western 
Australia,  South  Australia,  Tasmania,  .md 
Queensland  that  Fleet  should  call  at  Fremantle, 
Adelaide,  Hobart,  nnd  Morelon  Ray. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 
fcJlowing  papers  :— 

United  States  of  America  FIeet^ablegram» 
(dated  3ist  and  31st  March)  from  and  to  Secre* 
tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  ai  to  period  of 
visit  and  ports  of  call. 

Secret  Drugs,  &c. — Correspondence  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  O.  C.  Beale  as  &  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 


FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

Mr.  BOWDEX.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether,  in  view  of  the  re- 
turn of  the  expedition  to  fhe  Tooma  site, 
and  the  likelihood  of  the  Tariff  being  re- 
turned to  us  at  an  early  date  from  an- 
other place,  he  will  give  the  House  an 
<q)portunity  to  consider  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill  as  soon  as  the  Estimates  have 
been  disposed  of? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  replied  yesterday  to 
a  .similar  question  stating  that  if  business 
perrfiitted  we  might  reach  the  Bill  next 
week. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like  to 
know  what  business  the  Prime  Ministei 
proposes  to  ask  the  House  to  consider  be- 
fore the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  is  dealt 
with,  and  whether  he  will  not  consider  the 
advisableness  nf  dealing  with  that  measure 
immediately  after  the  Estimates  are  dis- 
posed of? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — That  is  exactly  what  I 
propose.  When  the  Estimates  are  disposed 
of  hy  this  House  I  propose  to  bring  on  the 
Bill. 


AMERICAN  CANNED  MEATS. 

Alleged  Shortage  of  Suppues. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Is  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  in  a  positicm  to  say  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  that  there 
is  a  shortage  of  supplies  of  canned  meat  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  and,  it  so, 
whether  an  expansion  of  oiu*  export  trade  in 
that  direction  may  be  anticipated? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  was  good  enough  to  give  me 
notice  of  his  question,  the  answer  to  which 
is  as  follows — 

On  reading  the  statement  referred  to,  I  imme- 
diately cabled  to  London  for  precise  informa- 
tion, and  received  a  reply  stating  that  it  was 
considered  the  report  was  exaggerated,  and  that 
^e  re-shipment  of  meats  referred  to  stocks 
withdrawn  by  the  Admiralty.  I  have  since 
heard  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  re-ship- 
ment of  the  canned  meats  was  caused  by  the 
British  Government  having  resold  surplus  old 
stock  at  a  low  price.  The  facts  do  not  disclose 
any  additional  opening  for  Australian  pre- 
served meats. 

COMMONWEALTH  OFFICES  IN 
LONDON. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  any  arrange- 
ment has  vet  t)een  made  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  site  offered  by  the  London  County 
Council  for  Ccxnmonweaith  c^ices  in  Lon- 
don? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  London  County 
Council's  offer  was  declined  by  this  Go- 
vernment. Since  then  nothing  further  has 
transpired  with  regard  to  the  site  so  offered.. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Has  any  other  site 
been  offered  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Other  sites  have  been 
suggested,  but  not  by  the  Londcxi  County 
Council. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.  —  Has  anything 
been  done? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  Nothing  committing 
the  House. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Can  the 
Prime  Minister  say  what  site  is  ^ered 
to  the  Government,  where  it  is  situated, 
and  how  generally  the  positimi  stands  re- 
specting the  offer? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Several  sites  ha\e  been 
offered  to  this  Government;  and  the  last 
two,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  last  one.  is  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trafalgar  Square.  But 
in  each  case  particulars  as  to  plans  and 
other  details  have  been  a^cedJor^^iu]  these 
are  now  on  theirDWl^^.^  ^v^^^-'Sl^ 
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DEFENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Katax.  Brigades'  Long  Service  Medals. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Some  three  years  ago 
I  sugge^d  in  this  House  that  members  of 
our  partially -paid  naval  forces—the  naval 
brigades — should  receive  long-service  medals 
similar  to  those  awarded  to  members  ot  our 
partially-paid  land  forces,  t  should  like 
the  Minister  of  Defence  to  say  whether  the 
Department  has  yet  dealt  with  the  pro- 
posal ,  and  whether  it  ever  comes  to  a 
decision  cm  any  question  ? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  can  only  say,  in  reply 
to  the  second  part  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's question,  that  there  are  many  experts 
in  tiie  Department.  Without  expressing 
an  opinicxi  ot  the  first  part  of  his  question, 
and  with  due  reservations.  I  fail  to  see 
why  long-service  medals  should  not  be 
given  to  members  of  our  partially-paid 
naval  forces.  I  shall  look  into  the  matter 
and  give  the  honorable  member  some  infor- 
matiOT  la^  on. 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S 
DEPARTMENT. 

Recognition  of  Secretaries  of  Service 
Unions. — Mail  Service  to  Papua. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Has  the  Post- 
ma^r-Goicral  yet  made  any  arran^ment 
for  the  rea^nition  of  the  secretaries  of 
unions  or  associations  connected  with  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  by  the 
bead  of  that  Department  and  the  Public 
Service  CcHnmissioner  7 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  matter  is  one  for 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  and  is 
now  under  his  ctmsideration. 

Mr.  MAHON. — Seeing  that  there  is  only 
a  monthly  mail  service  to  Papua,  and  a 
weekly  service  as  far  as  Cooktown,  which 
is  otIv  380  miles  frcHn  Port  Moresby,  does 
not  the  Postmaster-General  ccxisider  it  de- 
sirable, having  regard  to  the  development 
of  the  territory,  to  establish,  say,  a  fort- 
nightly service  between  Cooktown  and  Port 
Moresby  ? 

Mr.  DEAK.IN.— If  I  may  be  permitted 
to  answer  that  question,  I  should  like  to 
say  that  we  have  on  several  occasions  com- 
municated  with  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  with  regard  to  this  service,  but 
that  it  is  maintained  by  the  Department 
that  the  prospective  returns  from  it  would 
not  warrant  its  cwisideration.  We  had 
fmnerlv  an  intermittent  service  from 
Cooktown  by  a  very  small  steamer,  but  the 


proprietors  of  that  vessel  did  not  tender 
again  when  tenders  were  last  invited  for 
th^  carriage  of  mails.  Having  regard  to 
the  interests  of  Papua  and  of  Australia, 
as  ctmnected  with  those  of  Papua,  X  think 
that  an  extensiOT  of  the  service  is  desir- 
able. If  the  House  will  be  prepared  to 
consider  it,  I ,  or  whoever  occupies  my 
present  position,  mav  make  some  proposal 
in  regard  to  it  in  connexion  with  next  year's 
Estimates. 

Mr.    Mahon. — Does   not   the  Merrie 
Engird  go  to  Papua  ? 
Mr.  DEAK.IN.— Occasionally. 

PRIVILEGE  :  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
UPON  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  it  would  be  a 

saving  of  public  time  if  honorable  mem- 
bers would  consent  to  allow  me  to  move, 
without  notice,  what  is  practically  a 
formal  motion  carrying  out  the  will  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  powers,  privileges, 
and  immunities  of  Parliament.  I  liave 
shown  the  motion  to  as  many  members  as 
possible. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Is  it  the  pleasure  of 
the  Houso  that  the  Prime  Minister  have 
leave  to  submit  this  motion,  without 
notice  ? 

Honorable  Members  :  Hear,  hear. 
MotiOT  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

1.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  with  a  Select  Committee  of  Uie  Senate, 
to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  best  proredurc 
for  the  trial  and  puni^ment  of  persons  charged 
with  the  interference  with,  or  breach  of,  the 
powers,  privileges,  or  immunities  of  either 
House  of  the  Parliament  or  of  the  members  or 
Committees  of  each  House. 

2.  That  the  members  of  this  House  upon  such 
Committee  be  Mr.  Bamford,  Mr.  Fuller,  Sir 
John  Quick,  and  Mr,  Wise;  two  to  be  a  quorum. 

.3.  That  such  Committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  recordg. 

4.  That  a  message  be  seat  to  the  Senate  re- 
questing it  to  appoint  a  similar  Committee,  em- 
powered to  act  conjointly  with  the  Committee 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.42].— U  it 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  sulxnit 
for  the  consider ati(Mi  "By  this  proposed 
Select  Committee  charges  which  have  al- 
ready been  made,  one  by  Mr.  Beale,  and 
the  other  by  the  Sydney  Bulletin  against 
members  of  this  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat- Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [2.43]. — It  is  not  pro- 
posed that  this  Cwnmittee  shall  exercise 
judicial  functicMis.      The  Committee  will 
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suggest  some  method  of  dealing  witE 
changes ;  and,  if  the  method  suggested  is 
appropriate  in  the  cases  mentioned,  action 
can  be  taken. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

POST   AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT : 

Revenue  and  Expenditttke. 

Motion  (by  Mr;  Dugald  Thomson) 
agreed  to — 

1.  That  the  following  Returns  be  laid  tm  the 
Table  :— 

Return  No.  i,  showing — 

{a)  the  Qumber  of   pefBianent  employii 

engaged  in  postal  work  only; 
(4)  their  total  lemuneration ; 
(e)  the   pumbcT   of   temporary  employes 

engaged  in  postal  work  only ; 

{d)  thctr  total  remuneration; 

(e)  the  number  of  permanent  employes, 
including  tbe  administrative  staff,  en- 
gaged  partially  in  postal  work; 

(/)  the  sum  representing  the  proportion 
of  their  total  remuneration  which 
may  be  fairly  allocated  to  postal 
work ; 

(g)  the  number  of  temporary  employes 
engaged  partially  in  postal  work; 

{h)  the  sum  representing  the  proportion 
of  their  total  remuneration  which 
may  be  fairly  allocated  to  postal 
work ; 

(/)  the  total  of  all  other  expenditure 
solely  for  postal  purposes; 

{i)  the  sum  representing  the  proportion 
of  the  total  of  all  other  expenditure 
(not  solely  for  postal  purposei)  which 
may  be  fairly  allocated  to  postal 
purposes ; 

(/)  the  total  purely  postal  revenue  for  the 
year; 

(m)  the  sum  representing  the  proportion 
of  the  total  of  all  other  revenue  or 
credits  (not  solely  for  postal  ser- 
vices) which  may  be  fairly  allocated 
to  the  postal  service; 

[n)  the  resulting  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure,  or  of  expenditure  over 
revenue. 

Return  No.  a,  showing  the  same  in  regard 

»o  telegraphic  services. 
Return  No,  3,  showing  the  same  in  regard 
to  telephonic  services. 
The  total  expenditure  and  revenue  of 
tbe  three  Returns  to  agree  with  the 
total    Departmental    expenditure  and 
revenue  for  the  year  dealt  with, 

2.  That  similar  Returns  be  prepared,  dealing 
with  the  expenditure  and  revenue  of  the  last 
completed  financial  year,  and  be  presented  an* 
nually  with  the  Departmental  Estimates. 

3.  That,  should  the  Department  find  it  aeces* 
tary  to  depart  from  the  form  of  the  returns  as 
outlined,  any  form  substituted  shall  show,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  tbe  excess  of  revenue  over 
expenditure,  or  expenditure  over  revenue,  in 
each  of  the  three  services. 


Telephones  :   Notice  or  Discontinu- 
ance :  ESSENDON  TO  KeILOR  LiNE  

Allowances  to  Queensland  Rail- 
way   Stationmasteks    Acting  as 

POSTllASTERS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

I.  Has  a  new  regulation  been  recently  issued 
requiring  telephone  subscribers  to  give  three 
months'  notice  of  their  intention  to  discontinue 
the  service? 

a .  Does  this  regulation  say  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  such  notice  three  months  rental  shall 
be  paid? 

3.  Seeing  that  at  least  six  months'  rental 
must  be  paid  in  advance,  does  he  not  think  it 
unfair  to  require  this  long  notice  of  discon- 
tinuance ? 

4.  Is  he  aware  that  already  this  regulation  is 
causing  great  trouble,  anDoyapce,  and  loss  to 

subscribers? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  The  answers  to  the 
hcHiorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

1.  Not  recently.  The  regulation  referred  to 
was  issued  in  February,  r907. 

2.  No ;  but  this  is  implied. 

3.  No,  because  after  a  line  has  been  rented 
for  one  year  notice  can  be  given  at  any  time 
during  the  six  months  for  which  rent  has  been 
paid,  and  if  the  period  of  notice  expires  before 
the  end  of  the  six  months  the  difference  in 
rental  is  refunded,  rent  being  only  charged  up 
to  the  date  of  expiration  of  notice  of  discon- 
tinuance. 

4.  No. 

This  is  really  extending  the  privilege  and 
not  curtailing  it. 

Mr.  PAGE  (for  Mr.  Crouch)  asked 
the  Postmaster-General  t  ufon  notice — 

I,  Whether  a  promise  to  erect  a  telephone  line 
from  Essendon  to  Keilor  was  made  as  far  back 
as  Jime,  1907? 

3.  Whether  all  the  moneys  required  under  the 
guarantee,  &c.,  were  paid  on  i6th  September, 
1907? 

3.  Whether  in  January,  1908,  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Melbourne,  promised  that 
tbe  telephone  would  be  completed  in  one  week? 

4.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  line  has  not  yet  been 
commenced  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  Inquiries  are  being 
made,  and  answers  will  be  furnished  as 
earFy  as  possible. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (for  Colonel  Foxton) 
asked  the  Posbnaster-General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  it  a  fact  that  an  allowance  is  made  to 
Railway  Station-masters  in  Queensland  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  Postmaster  when 
that  office  is  held  by  them,  and  that  such  allow- 
ance is  supposed  to  be  paid  half-yearly? 

3.  Is  he  aware  that  such  allowances  are  con- 
siderably in  arrear,  and,  il^so,  can.  he  state 
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Mr.  MAUGER.  —  The  answers  to  the 
honor^le  men^ier'^  questims  are  as  fol- 
kwr : — 

t.  Payment  for  the  duties  referred  to  is 
Bade  by  the  Postmaster-General's  Department 
to  the  Railways  Commissraners. 

2.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  payment  in  this 
K^iect  being  in  arrear,  but  am  having  inqnirtei 
Bude. 

DEFENCE. 

coupensation  to  bohbabdieb  suergold 
— Cadet  Encampment  :  Complaints  re 
Food  —  Easter  Encampment  :  Pay- 
ments TO  Militia. 

Mr.  MALONEY  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  ufon  notice — 

Re  Bombardier  Shergold  :  Has  the  Defence 
Department  yet  paid  him  his  compensation  for 
accident  in  the  tield  Artillery  manceuvres? 

Mr.  EWING. — No  recommendation  has 
been  made  by  the  Commandant,  and  I  was 
not  aware  that  any  claim  had  been  received 
from  Bombardier  Shergold.  I  have  ob- 
tained the  papers  from  the  Commandant's 
OfEce,  and  will  give  instructi(»is  foe  the 
matter  to  receive  further  itmnediate  am- 
sideration. 

Mr.  SALMON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  he  awsre  tliat  serious  complaints  have 
been  made  regarding  the  food  supplied  to  the 
Cadets  at  the  encampment  last  week? 

a.  Will  he  make  inquiry,  and  also  submit  diet 
scale  and  amount  of  money  allowed  contractor 
per  head  to  provide  same? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  noticed  in  the  press 

two  references  to  some  complaint  having 

been  made,  but  I  know  nothing  officially. 

When  I  saw  the  press  references  I  asked 

the  Commandant  for  a  report,  and  his  reply 

contains  the  information  desired  by  the 

honorable  member.     It  is  as  foUoWs: — 

There  were  no  complaints  with  respect  to 
rations. 

The  first  meal  was  issued  to  the  Cadets  on 
arrival  in  camp  on  Monday  night  (a3rd  ultimo). 
The  Cadet  boys  from  various  centres  began  to 
arrive  at  6.30  p.m.,  the  last  into  camp  were 
fiom  Horsham  and  Ballarat,  and  intervening 
towns.  This  body,  consisting  of  about  300 
cadets,  arrived  in  camp  at  11.30  p.m.  AU  were 
provided  with  a  meal  before  retirmg.  The  late- 
ness of  this  meal,  and  the  fact  that  only  four 
of  the  officers  attending  the  camp  had  any  pre- 
vious experience  of  camp  work,  caused  some 
•light  confosion,  and  coosequent  dissatisfactioD, 
over  the  issue  of  breakfast  on  Tuesday  mom- 
sng;  diia  wmt  immediately  adjusted. 
The  daily  scale  of  rsttoos  woa — 
lha.  of  bread, 
lb.  meat. 

lb.  mixed  vegetables, 
j  lb.  potatoes. 


3  OSS.  sugar. 

i  oz.  salt. 

i  oz.  tea. 

I  lb.  jam. 

I  lb.  treacle. 

I  lb  pudding. 

i  lb.  rice  or  oatmeal. 

Total  weight  of  ration,  4lbs.  3J01.  The  total 
amount  issufcd  to  members  of  the  Milttia  Forces 
in  camp  is  4  lbs.  8  17-33  ozs.  per  day,  and  to 
members  of  the  Permanent  Forces  in  quarters 
4  lbs.  5-6  OS.  per  head  per  diem.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  the  daily  ration  was  very 
liberal  for  boys  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and 
fourteen  years.  The  contract  price  was  8^d. 
per  bead  per  diem.  Tbis  includes  coolu,  fuel, 
and  transport.  The  contract  price  in  the  case 
of  the  Militia  Forces  is  qd.  per  head  per  day. 
The  Militia  scale  allows  i|  Ids.  of  meat  daily. 
It'will  be  seen  that  the  allowance  of  meat  was 
^  lb.  per  head  daily.  Instead  of  a  heavy  meat 
ration,  which  is  unsuitable  for  boys,  one  meal 
daily,  consisting  partly  of  meat,  was  om^dcred 
quite  sufficient,  the  medical  officer  of  -the  camp 
fully  concurred  in  this.  Breakfast  consisted 
of  porridge  and  treacle,  bread  and  jam,  and  tea. 
Rice  was  substituted  for  porridge  on  alternate 
days.  There  was  a  plentiful  supply  of  bread, 
the  amount  provided  was  the  same  as  that  al- 
lowed to  the  adult  forces,  vu.,  Iba.  per  day. 
The  tea  was  good,  and  was  always  tested  prior 
to  issue.  When  any  shortage  occurred  in  the 
first  issue  of  rations,  additional  quantities  were 
immediately  forthcoming.  The  officers  super- 
vised the  meals  of  the  Cadets  under  their  own 
charge  on  all  occasions.  There  was  an  entire 
absence  of  d i ssatisf action  in  regard  to  the 
amount  and  quality  of  food  supplied.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  rations  was  submitted  to  the 
Medical  Officer  daily.  He  expressed  himself 
as  being  entireljj  satisfied  with  the  quantity, 
quality,  and  variety.  The  apportionment  of 
food  to  messes  was  supervised  by  a  Staff  Officer 
at  every_  meal. 

I  visited  the  camp  on  Tuesday,  the  34th 
instant.,  arriving  at  1-45  p.m.  I  at  once  as- 
sembled the  Commanding  Officers,  Head-quar- 
ters Staff  and  Medical  Officer,  and  went  care- 
fully into  the  matter  of  food  supplies  and  sani- 
tation generally,  and  directed  an  alteration  in 
tbe  daily  allotment.  I  made  further  inquiries 
of  Officers  and  Cadets— more  than  half  the  en- 
tire number — taken  at  hapbasard  from  the 
various  companies,  and  found  that  all  were  well 
satisfied  with  the  food  supplies.  The  health 
of  the  camp  was  excellent  throughout. 

Mr.  PAGE  (for  Mr.  Crouch)  asked  the 
^linister  of  Defence,  upon  notice — 

1.  As  the  two  extra  days  at  the  V»ming 
Easter  camp  were  tmexpected  and  exceptional, 
and,  until  recently,  unannounced,  can  he  see  his 
way  to  pay  such  militiamen  as  have  already 
served  the  necessary  time  under  the  regulations 
to  cam  the  £6  8s.  annually  granted  tnem  for 
such  two  extra  days  if  they  serve  them? 

2.  Will  payment  be  made  in  Victoria  this 
year,  as  in  other  States,  immediately  on  com- 
pletion of  camp? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low: — 
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it  appears  that  the  militia  in  Victoria  have 
already  put  in  so  many  parades  and  drills  that 
four  days  in  camp  will  make  up  the  i6  days' 
training  for  which  pay  is  provided.  If  eranted, 
volunteeit  would  also  have  a  Mrong  claim  to 
be  paid.  The  total  liabiltlr  would  Amount  to 
approximately  ^£14,000,  and  no  provision  has 
been  made  for  such  a  large  aum.  The  Govern- 
ment will  provide  rations  and  expenses  for  the 
two  extra  days'  training,  but  I  am  unable  to 
suggest  payment  for  the  two  extra  days,  incui- 
ling  so  Urge  an  expenditure. 

a.  Departmeotally,  there  is  no  objection.  If 
Commanding  Officers  give  notice  immediately, 
such  could  be  done. 

SECRET  DRUGS,  CURES,  AND 
FOODS, 

Mr.  Beale's  Report. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, upon  notice — 

1.  Have  any  payments  of  any  kind  been  made 
to  Mr.  Beale  in  connexion  with  his  Commission 
relating  to  Secret  Drugs,  &c.  ? 

2.  If  so,  what  is  the  amount  of  such  pay- 
ments, and  for  what  purpose  has  such  money 
been  paid? 

3.  What  is  the  cost  of  printing,  &c.,  to  date, 
in  connexion  with  the  report? 

4.  Is  the  report  complete ;  if  not,  what  is  the 
estimated  cost  of  the  complete  report? 

5.  Before  any  further  money  is  expended  in 
printing  the  report,  will  the  Government  see 
that  it  is  properly  edited  and  any  objectionable 
matter  eliminated  therefrom? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

I  and  2.  No  payments  have  been  made  to  Mr. 

Be.ile  for  bis  services.  The  sum  of  £(A  58.  4d. 
was  reimbursed  to  Mr.  Beale  on  the  submission 
by  him  of  a  voucher  showing  that  be  bad  paid 
thnt  sum  to  Messrs.  W.  T.  Baker  and  Company 
for  making  blocks  for  illustrations. 

3.  The  account  for  printing  has  not  yet  been 
submitted,  but  on  the  title-page  of  the  report 
there  is  a  statement  that  the  approximate  cost  of 
printing  was  ^^477  8s.  Freight  charges  amount- 
ing to  £12  have  been  paid. 

4.  The  report  is  described  by  Mr.  Beale  as 
a  progress  report ;  but  it  is  understood  that  any 
supplement  will  be  very  brief. 

5.  No  further  money  is  proposed  to  be  ex- 
pended upon  the  present  report. 

Mr,  Johnson. — The  answer  to  the  first 
question  is  very  indefinite. 

Mr.  DEAKIN- — I  think  the  answer  to 
the  question  is  most  definite;  not  a  penny 
has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Beale. 

Mr.  Johnson. — For  his  services. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— Or  for  anything  else. 
The  only  payment  made  was  a  payment 
through  Mr.  Beale  to  Messrs.  Baker  and 
Company. 


JAM  MANUFACTURERS  COMBINE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  "asked  the  Minister 
of  Trades  and  Cust<»is,  upon  notice — 

I.  Whether  it  is  true,  as  sUted  by  the  Age^ 
that  the  principal  Victorian  Jam  Manufacturers 
have  formed  a  "  combine "  and  now  dictate 
prices  to  the  fruit-giowers? 

a.  Has  not  the  combine  in  question  already 
closed  a  competing  jam  factory  at  Richmond 
by  unfair  undercutting  in  the  selling  price  off 
a  certain  class  of  preserve? 

3.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  prior  to  the  cominf 
into  existence  of  the  Jam  Combine,  fruit-growers 
could  buy  the  wooden  buckets  used  ia  market* 
ing  raspberries  at  prices  ranging  from  las.  U> 
18s.  a  dozen? 

4.  Is  it  true  that  the  Jam  Combine  recently 
bought  a  shipment  of  raspberry  buckets  before 
such  buckets  were  landed,  and  put  the  telling 
price  of  them  to  the  fruit-growers  up  to  245.  a 
dozen  ? 

5.  If  the  allegations  against  the  Jam  Combine 
are  true,  will  the  Minister  take  prompt  stepft 
to  prevent  the  fruit-growers  from  being  further 
Beeced  in  the  directions  indicated? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Full  in- 
quiries will  be  made  into  the  matter. 


PAPUAN    LAND  SCANDALS. 
Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Minister  of 
External  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

T.  Referring  to  the  rumoured  land  scandals 
in  Papua,  is  be  aware  that  serious  charges  have 
been  made  against  certain  Government  officials 

to  the  following  effect  : — - 

*'  The  representative  of  a  Melbourne  com- 
pany recently  made  application  for  an 
area  of  i,aoo  acres  for  rubber  planting  at 
Mann  Manu,    He  applied  personally  at 
the  Crown  Lands  Office  for  information 
as  to  what  lands  were  already  taken 
up    in    the    locality.      The  Acting  Go- 
vernment   Surveyor    (Mr.  Drummond) 
put  him  off  on  the  plea  that  he  was 
then  "too  busy."    The  agent  then  ap- 
.  plied  officially  in  writing  for  the  infor- 
mation but  received  no  reply.  He  called 
again  at   the   Lands  Office,   when  be 
received  a  rough  tracing  of  the  lands 
already  taken  up,  whereupon  he  started 
for    Manu    Manu.     Meanwhile  Drum- 
mond, and  another  lands  official  named 
Pinney,  put  in  an  application  for  the 
pick  of  the  identical  block  which  the 
agent  was  on  his  way  to  inspect? 
3.  Is  it  correct  that  the  Papuan  Land  Board 
(consisting   of   the   aforesaid    Mr.  Drummond, 
and  the  Director  of   Mines  and  Agriculture, 
Hon.  Staniforth  Smith),  passed  Drummond  and 
Pinney 's  applications,  and  that  when  they  came 
before  the  Administrator  of  the  Territory,  he 
refused  to  give  his  assent  to  them? 

3.  Did  a  junior  clerk  in  the  Treasury  then 
apply  for  this  identical  land  on  behalf  of  a 
syndicate,  which  included  Drummond,  Pinney, 
and  Champion,  the  latter  bein^  acting  Trea- 
surer ;  and  was  not  the  application  lodged  mt  9 
a.m.  on  and  Jan^i^gry^^^iga^e^QR^  ^er  the 
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office  opened  after  the  holidays,  and  two  houn 
befoie  the  afent  of  the  Melbourne  company  was 
Me  to  put  m  hU  application? 

4.  In  Tiew  of  the  foregoing,  will  the  Govem- 
Bent  request  the  Administrator  of  Papua  to 
hold  an  inquiry  into  the  allegations,  and  also 
into  matters  inTolving  the  Director  of  Mines 
and  Agriculture — statements  having  been  pub- 
licly made  about  him  by  a  late  Magistrate  of 
dw  Territory  to  the  followiog  effect : — 

(<)  That  he  (the  Director)  was  penpnally 
interested  in  Drummond't  secuniig 
the  land  in  question? 
{i]  That  he  (the  Director)  is  virtually  an 
agent  for  a  Melbourne  company  pro- 
moter named  Bloomfield,  and  has  per- 
sonally engaged  managers  for  several 
of  Bloomfield's  companies  in  Papua; 
and 

\t]  That  forms  of  application  for  land 
signed  by  Bloomfield,  or  others  on 
his  behalf*  bat  otherwise  blank,  have 
been  filled  up  and  lodged  by  some 
person  in  the  Crown  LAnds  Depart- 
ment, UDder  the  authority  of  the  said 
Director  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  answers  to  the 
hoDorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low:— 

I,  2,  3.  The  papers  laid  on  the  table  yester- 
day answer  these  questions  with  full  detail. 
Jfr.  Champion's  name  nowhere  appears  in  con- 
nexitm  with  the  syndicate. 

4.  The  allegations  regarding  Messrs.  Drum- 
aood  and  Pinney  have  already  been  inquired 
uto.  Allegations  i  and  a  concerning  the  Direc- 
tor of  Agriculture  are  not  warranted  by  any 
evidence  given  at  the  inquiry. 

It  is  known  that  application  forms  signed  by 
llr.  Bloomfield  were  left  with  the  Director  of 
Agriculture,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of 
tlKse  have  been  lodged. 

NORFOLK  ISLAND. 
Mr.  MALOXEY  asked  the  THnie  Minis- 
ter, mpcH  notice — 

1.  Vnut  progress  has  been  made  to  bring 
Norfolk  Island  into  the  Commonwealth? 

a.  Can  he  inform  the  House  whether  the  Is- 
land will  be  a  Territory  or  attached  to  any 
State? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

t.  A  draft  Bill  for  this  purpose  is  almost 
completed. 

2.  It  is  proposed  to  make  the  Island  a  Terri- 
tory of  the  Commonwealth. 

ESTIMATES. 

In  Committee  of  Supply  (Consideration 
fesumed  from  jrst  March,  vide  page  9891) : 

Department  of  the  Treasury. 

Division  30  {The  Treasury),  £9,^3- 
Mr.    DUGALD    THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [2.51].— In  dealing  with  these 
Estimates  of  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 


sury, I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to 
verv  cOTsiderable  increases  of  expenditure, 
both  in  these  Estimates  themselves  and,  in- 
cidentally, in  the  Estimates  for  the  other 
Departments.      I    wish    to    deal  with 
not   merely    the    administration   of  the 
Department   of   the  Treasury,   but  also 
ihe    Treasurer's    adounistration    of  the 
finances    of    the    Commcawealth.  '  I 
am  not  gcung  to  make  my  atatonent  a 
lengthy  one,  but  I   think  I  can  show 
that  there  have  been  considerable  increases 
of  expaiditure  which  seem  to  be  commit- 
ting us  to  extravagance,  imless,  of  course, 
explanations  by  the  Treasurer  can  show  the 
cCKitrary.    I  think  that  it  would  be  unfor- 
tunate if,  merely  because  so  much  of  the 
financial  year  has  elapsed,  we  were  to  ac- 
cept these  Estimates  as  being  of  little  in- 
terest to  the  Committee,  and  not  to  submit 
them  to  the  careful  examination  which  other 
Estimates  have  received.  Hitherto  the  Par- 
liament of  the  Commonwealth  has  not  de- 
served the  accusatim  of  ^itravagance  that 
has  been  so  freely  made  in  conn^itm  with 
it.    The  members  of  this  Chamber,  and 
also  the  members  of  another  place,  have 
examined  with  a  very  proper  care,  and  have 
criticised  with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the 
public  interest,  the  accounts  that  have  been 
submitted  by  various  Treasurers.     I  am 
afraid,  however,  that  on  this  occasicxi  that 
criticism  is  considerably  blunted,  and  that 
that    examination    is    not    in  evidence. 
Possibly,  the  partial  cause  is  that  we  ha^'e 
been  passing  Supply  Bills  month  by  month. 
The  usual  tendemcy  of  living  by  Supply 
Bills  is  to  encourage  excessive  expenditure 
in  Departments,  and  to  make  Parliament 
less  ea^er  and  less  careful  to  examine  the 
Estimates,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
money  has  practically  been  all  spent. 

Mr.    WiLKS. — Parliament   has  surren- 
dered its  effective  power. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  It 
is  a  very  dangerous  system.  Under 
it,  Parliament  surrenders  its  functions ; 
ard  unless  it  has  the  strength  of 
mind,  when  the  Estimates  do  ctxne 
befwe  it,  tliough  its  criticism  may 
be  of  very,  little  use  as  to  the  acpenditure 
of  the  current  year — unless  then,  I  say.  it 
has  the  strength  of  mind  and  the  deter- 
minaticm  to  see  to  it  that  the  expenditure  is 
not  imduly  increased — it  means  that  thi; 
year  that  is  neglected  becomes  a  stepping- 
stone  to  a  higher  level  of  expenditure  in 
future  years. 

Mr.  Fishes. — The  hcHunable  m^ber's 
argument  means  tii9tzaffieywu>tilit)3fflQe  tfas 
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Estimates  immediately  they  are  laid  upcm 
the  table. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  ought 
to  tackle  them — to  use  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's word — at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, and  do  with  as  few  Supply  Bills  as 
can  possibly  be  arranged. 

Mt.  Fisher. — That  is  not  possible  if  we 
are  going  to  sit  all  the  vear  round. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  know 
that  there  are  difficulties,  created  by  the 
extensiffli  of  the  length  of  the  session.  Of 
course,  the  excuse  this  time  is  that  we  have 
been  dealing  with  the  Tariff.  But,  never- 
theless, I  do  say  that  it  is  possible  to  bring 
in  the  Estimates  earlier  than  they  are 
usually  brought  in,  and  not  to  require  the 
constant  granting  of  supply  for  unchecked 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  cannot  see  that.  We 
must  have  Supply  Bills,  because  this  House 
would  not  allow  the  Appropriation  Bill  to 
become  law  l(xig  before  Parliament  rose. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— We  can 
consider  the  Estimates  at  an  early  date 
in  the  sessiwi.  What  we  do  with  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  is  quite  another  thing. 

-Mr.  Fisher. — We  must  pass  Supply 
Bills  if  we  sit  all  the  year  round. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  we 
have  considered  the  Estimates  that  does 
not  matter.  If  Supply  Bills  are  based 
upon  Estimates  which  we  have  ONisidered, 
there  is  not  the  same  objecti(m  to  them. 
What  I  am  really  obiecting  to  is  the  pass- 
ing of  Supply  Bill  after  Supply  Bill  with- 
out having  considered  the  Estimates,  or 
having  approved  of  them. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Based  on  the  old  Esti- 
mates? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  would  applv  to 
the  Works  Estimates  rather  than  to  these 
Estimates,  which  consist  mainly  of  salaries. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— T  have 
taken  some  figures  out  of  these  Estimates, 
.md  in  doing  so  I  may  state  that  I  am 
not  merely  dealing  with  the  Treasurer's 
administration  of  his  own  Department. 
That  is  a  minor  duty,  so  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned. I  am  dealing  with  hfs  adminis- 
tration of  the  finances  generally.  I  find, 
from  a  rough  examination  of  the  Estimates 
— of  course  one  has  to  go  through  a  good 
many  .figures  to  obtain  these  particulars — 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  practically 
in  all  the  Departments  under  the  different 
headings  to  which  I  will  refer.  In  salaries 
and  temporary  assistance,  the  total  in- 
crease is  ;^6i,3i8.     In  postage  and  tele- 


grams, the  increase  is  ;^2,i20,  spread  over 
all  Departments.  In  printing,  the  increase 
is  jf.i^SSi,  spread  over  all  Departments, 
except  one.  In  travelling  expenses,  thef 
increase  is  £2,115,  spread  over  all  De- 
partments except  one.  In  office  requisites, 
account  books,  and  so  on,  the  increase  i» 
j£^'957t  spread  over  all  Departments  ex- 
cept one.  In  incidental  and  petty  cash 
«rpenditure,  the  increase  is  ^398,  spread 
over  all  Departments  except  one.  These 
figures  make,  with  the  increase  of  jQ6i,$i& 
in  salaries,  a  total  of  j£t5,B39. 

Sir  WiLLiAif  Lyne.— Since  when? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— As  com- 
pared with  the  appropriation  of  last  X*"- 
A  proportion  of  the  increases  in  salaries  are 
increases  due  to  our  Public  Service  Act.  I 
quite  recognise  that,  as  the  mmbers  of  this 
Committee  must  recognise  it. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lynb. — Do  the  honorable 
member's  figures  zetate  to  Ull  Depart- 
ments? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
quoting  these  figures  as  evidence  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  finances  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — ^Tbe  figures  are 
not  confined  to  the  Treasury? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Oh,  no. 
I  can  give  them  for  the  Departments 
separately. 

•  Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  con- 
trol over  the  other  Departments. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  will 
mention  the  particulars  for  the  Treasurer's 
information ;  but  will  first  conclude  what 
I  have  to  say  on  this  point.  We  all  recog- 
nise that  if  not  one  additional  employ^  were 
added  to. the  Commonwealth  service,  there 
must  be,  under  the  provisions  of  our  Pub- 
lic Service  Act,  increases  of  expenditure, 
by  the  movement  of  ^iicers  from  grade  ta 
grade,  and  through  increases  within  the 
classes.  The  increases  must  be  earned  by- 
merit  and  service,  but,  given  these,  they 
come  automatically.  Consequently,  if  there 
were  not  an  increase  in  the  numljer  of 
public  servants  in  any  one  year,  there 
would  still  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
service,  a'hd  this  will  continue  to  be  the 
case  until  the  retirements  balance  the  in- 
creases, an  equilibrium  which  is  not  likely 
to  be  reached  for  many  years.  The  in- 
creases to  which  I  have  referred,  however, 
are  due  largely  to  additions  to  the  service. 
It  must  not  be  thought  that  I  have  tried  to 
be  too  critical.    I  have  not  taken  into  ac- 

h^  nS^eSli^S&^^^C^o 
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Teats.  I  have  not  reckoned  in  the  Metereo- 
i<^;ical  and  Statistical  I>epartinents ;  the 
increase  in  the  Printing  OScCt  which,  being 
largely  for  ibaterial  and  wages,  may  be  due 
to  an  increase  of  work  ;  the  increases  in  the 
Defence  Department,  except  so  far  as  the 
central  administrattOT  is  ccfncerned ;  nor  the 
large  increases  in  the  Postmaster-General's 
Department  ,in  connexion  with  the  climatic 
allowance  of  an  additional  5  per  cent,  to 
certain  officers  in  Western  Australia  and 
elsewhere,  and  certain  alloualnces  to  post- 
masters. I  have  dealt  only  with  the  De- 
partments and  the  routine  work  they  have 
been  dtnng  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
the  Department  of  External  Affairs  the  in- 
creases amount  to  ^jfisi- 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  no  wish  to 
prevent  the  criticism  of  my  administration, 
but,  as  I  fear  that  the  bcmcM-able  member's 
remarks  may  lead  to  a  second  Budget  de- 
bate, if  he  is  permitted  to  discuss  expen- 
diture not  axning  under  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury,  I  ask  whether  he  is  in  order?, 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— My  allu- 
sion to  other  Departments  has  been  only 
inddoAal,  and  the  elabcvation  which  I 
was  about  to  make  was  asked  for  by  the 
Iblinister.  I  am  criticising  his  administra- 
tim,  not  merely  of  the  Treasury,  but  of 
the  finances  generally,  and  ft  is  customary, 
in  financial  debates  elsewhere,  to  criticise 
the  administraticHi  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  or  a  State  Treasurer,  not 
only  in  regard  to  his  own  Department,  but 
in  regard  to  the  finances  generally. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  has  been  cus- 
tomaiv,  in  dealing  with  Estimates,  to 
allow  a  general  Departmental  debate  on 
the  first  item  of  eadi  Department,  and  I 
underetood  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Svdney  to  refer  only  incidentally 
to  the  expenditure  of  other  Departments. 
Hmfore,  he  was  net  out  of  ordetf  but  he 
must  not  deal,  in  detail,  wifh  the  expendi- 
ture of  any  other  Department  than  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  bow  to 
your  ruling,  sir,  and  merely  pmnt  out  that 
the  Minister  asked  for  the  figures  which  I 
was  about  .to  give,  and  then,  when  I  pro- 
ceeded to  comply  with  his  reqirest,  took 
the  pcnnt  of  onler. 

Sir  WaUAK  Lyne. — I  merely  asked 
whether  the  figures  given  by  the  honorable 
member  referred  to  one  Department  or  to 
all  the  D^artments. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
are  large  increases  of  expenditure  in  the 
Tueasury- 


Sir  William  Lyme. — If  the  honorable 
member  refers  to  page  36,  he  will  see  that 
the  total  increase  is  only  £91. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The 
total  increase  may  be  £,91 ;  but,  in  com- 
paring the  tcicai  expenditure  of  a  Depart- 
ment duiung  two  years,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  some  items  in  one  year  do  not 
occur  the  next.  For  instance,  last  year  we 
voted  ^^46,000  extra  for  electoral  expendi- 
ture, which  we  are  not  asked  to  vote  this 
year,  because  no  elections  are  to  take 
place.  In  the  Department  of  the  Treasury 
there  is  an  increase  of  £5,143  in  salaries 
and  tonporary  assistance,  of  £270  in 
postage  and  telegrams,  of  ^£20  m  print- 
ing, of  £^^5  in  travelling  expenses,  of 
^235  in  office  requisites,  and  of  £t5  in 
incid«ital  «penses  and  petty  cash,  making 
a  total  of  £5t96S.  The  greater  part  of 
these  increases  occur  in  connexion  with  the 
Auditor-Gcfneral's  Department.  The  in- 
creases there  of  salaries  come  to  nearly 
;^5,ooo,  which  is  equal  to  almost  50  per 
cent,  on  the  expenditure  of  last  year. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — That  is  accounted 
for  by  the  transfer,  of  certain  officials  from 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That 
mav  be  a  good  answer,  but  I  can 
show  that,  notwithstanding  that  trans- 
fer, there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  .the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs.  I  do  not  see  what 
good  reason  there  can  be  for  these 
increases  throughout  all  the  Departments, 
in  connexicMi  with  the  items  which  I  have 
enumerated.  If  we  are  not  prepared,  or 
have  not  an  opportunity,  to  give  to  these 
Estimates  the  close  scrutiny  they  require, 
in  order  that  each  of  the  items  to  which  I 
have  referred  may  be  tested,  we  ought,  at 
least,  to  indicate  diat  in  passing  them  we 
desire  that  they  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a 
proper  basis  for  future  Estimates.  They 
ought  not  to  be  accepted  as  a  basis  for 
further  increases  next  year  and  thereafter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  had  a  big 
fight  in  mv  eff<»ts  to  keep  down  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
hcmorable  gentleman  savs  that  he  has  been 
sitting  tightly  on  the  Treasury*  chest,  but 
judging  by  these  items  he  is  a  lighter 
weight  than  I  imagined.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  Estimates  should  satisfy 
the  Treasurer  that  there  has  been  a  re- 
markable increase  in  every  Department.  I 
recognise  that  possibly  tlje  fact,  that  he 
had  charge  of  [li^e3d?^0<Dgk  House 
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prevented  him  frcxn  giving  to  them  the  at- 
tention that  they  would  otherwise  have  re- 
ceived from  him. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  could  not  have 
p.iid  more  attention  to  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Treasurer,  at  all  events,  ought  to  take 
care  that,  in  the  absence  of  good  reason 
■for  so  doing,  future  Estimates  are  not 
framed  on  the  basis  of  those  now  before  us. 
I  have  not  included  in  my  figures  the  me- 
teorological and  statistical  branches  of  the 
Department  for  Home  Affairs.  The  items 
relating  to  those  branches  of  the  service 
are  not  quite  new,  but  I  have  not  endea- 
voured to  take  any  advantage  of  the  in- 
creases relating  to  them  or  in  any  new  ser- 
vice. An  examination  discloses  that  items 
relating  to  the  routine  work  of  the  old  De- 
partments have  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that,  in  passing  these  Estimates,  we  should 
indicate  by  mcrticm  our  sense  of  the  neces- 
sity for  some  reduction  in  future  Esti- 
mates. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — And  so  pass  a 
vote  of  censure  dn  the  Treasurer? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do 
not  suggest  that. '  On  one  occasion  we  re- 
duced the  Estimates  of  the  Department 
of  Defence  by  ;^i30,ooo. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Government 
themselves  did  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  at 
the  request  of  Parliament.  I  am  quite 
willing  that  the  Minister  should  propose 
to  reduce  these  Estimates,  not  by  ;^i3o,ooo, 
but  merely  by  j£i,  as  an  indication  of 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  as  to  what 
ought  to  w  done.  I  for  one  am  not  pre- 
pared, without  reason  shown,  to  refrain 
from  recording  some  protest  against  the  all- 
round  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  routine 
work  of  the  Departments,  apart  alto- 
gether frcMn  the  Quarantine,  Meteorologi- 
C£>1,  and  Statistical  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hope  that  the 
honorable  member  will  not  move  the  amend- 
ment he  has  indicated  until  he  has  heard 
what  I  have  to  sav  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  the  Minister  should 
speak  before  I  submit  my  proposition.  I 
cannot  recall  the  exact  words  used  by  him 
in  submitting,  during  the  financial  year, 
various  Supply  Bills  to  the  House ;  but  I 
understood  him  to  say,  on  each  occasion, 
that  they  provided  for  the  services  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  scale  of  last  year's 
Estimates. 


Mr.  Crouch.— That  was  the  statement. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Quite 
so ;  the  honorable  gentleman  said  that  there 
was  nothing  in  tliem  to  which  special  at- 
tention need  be  called. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  had  to  use  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  the  Treasurer's  ad- 
vance account  to  keep  the  Departments 
going,  and  I  had  no  oxitrol  over  much  of 
the  expenditure  to  which  the  honorable 
member  refers. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
endeavouring  to  lay  the  blame  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Treasurer ;  but  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the 
assurance  given  to  the  House  that  the 
Supply  Bills  provided  for  the  carrying  on 
of  the  services  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the 
scale  of  last  year's  Estimates,  we  now 
find  that  there  has  been  a  c<Hisiderable 
increase,  we  must  hold  the  Government 
responsible.  I  recognise  that  the  Trea- 
surer might  hsivt  found  himself  compelled 
to  meet  unforeseen  items;  but  I  do  say 
that  the  cost  of  the  ordinary  routine  work-, 
ing  of  the  Departments  should  not  have 
been  increased  under  the  Supply  Bills,  un- 
less Parliament  was  so  informed. 

Mr.  Mauger." — The  honorable  member 
would  not  include  in  his  complaint  of  in- 
creased cost  the  cost  of  meeting  in- 
ordinate public  demands  for  telephones  or 
other  reproductive  works. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
not  taking  them  into  account,  nor  am  I 
taking  into  account  the  cost  of  new  De- 
partments. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If  20,000  additional 
telephones  are  supplied,  must  have  a 
commensurate  increase  in  the  number  of 
telephone  attendants. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.-^I  am  not 
taking  into  account  an  increase  of  ^£87,000 
in  respect  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment, nor  an  increase  of  ^61,000  ir> 
connexion  with  the  Department  of  Defence. 
But  when  we  find  that  increases  have  oc- 
curred in  the  mere  working  expenses  of 
every  Department,  and  that  no  explana- 
tion is  offered  

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  answer  given 
to  me  when  I  inquired  about  these  in- 
creases was  that  the  Departments  were 
undermanned. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  the 
increases  relate,  not  only  to  the  cost  of 
manning  the  service,  but  to  expenses  ir> 
respect  of  postage  and  telegrams,  and 
other  working  expe^s^gsbydoOglc 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  because 
of  increased  business. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  only 
expbnation  I  can  offer  for  the  increase  in 
respect  of  postage  and  telegrams  is,  that 
the  Departments  have  shown  a  teidency  to 
make  greater  and  greater  use  of  the  tele- 
graph wires  where  letters  would  hav^  met 
the  case. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  money  paiJ 
in  respect  of  telegrams  goes  into  the 
general  revenue. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
what  the  crfficers  think.  In  dealing  with  the 
cost  of  telegrams,  they  say,  in  effect, 
"After  all  it  is  only  a  book  entry ;  the  cost 
to  the  Government  is  nothing."  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  increased  use  of  the  tele- 
graph wires  by  the  various  Departments  of 
the  Commonwealth  means  an  increased  de- 
mand on  telegraph  operators  and  telegraph 
wires,  and  often  results  in  general  business 
being  blocked.  I  should  like  to  think 
that  this  increase  in  respect  of  telegrams 
was  due  to  increased  departmental  ac- 
tivity. That  would  be  a  rather  surpris- 
ing development ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  the 
true  aptanation  Is  that  many  officers  cfxi- 
sider  that  it  is  less  troublesome  to  send 
a  telegram  than  to  write  a  letter.  In  these 
Estimates  the  cost  of  telegrams  is  not  sepa- 
rated from  the  cost  of  postage,  but  there  must 
have  been  a  cwisiderable  increase  in  the  tele- 
graphic messages  sent  by  the  Departments, 
for  the  large  increase  shown  under  that 
heading  would  not  be  due  wily  to  addi- 
tional postage.  We  have  always  devoted 
very  serious  attention  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  several  Governments  that  have  been  in 
power  since  the  establishment  of  Federa- 
tiai.  HoncKable  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  have  been  ready  to  consider 
any  legitimate  criticism  of  the  Estimates, 
and  even  Government  supptnters  have  criti- 
cised any  proposals  that  seemed  to  suggest 
Federal  extravagance.  I  am  aftaid,  how- 
ever, that  we  are  departing  from  that 
stand.  Owing  to  circumstances  which  are 
rather  extraordinary,  we  have  allowed  a 
series  of  Supply  Bills  to  be  passed  with,  T 
fear,  the  usual  result.  Expenditure  has 
gone  on  increasing,  and  there  has  been  no 
(^poffttmity  of  criticising  it.  In  scHne 
cases,  apparently,  the  expenditure  has  not 
been  restricted.  It  has  sGnply  been  a  case 
of  "Here  is  a  demand  to  spend  money, 
and  we  must  spend  it." 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  can  assure  the 
hmoable  member  that  I  have  done  all  I 
can  to  avoid  increased  expenditure. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
that  the  figures  that  I  have  menticoied 
would  justify  the  Minister  in  making  a 
searching  examination  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  Departments.  The  Estimates  of  work- 
ing expenses  are  composed  of  a  number 
of  small  sums  which,  grouped  together, 
represent  large  amounts,  the  total  shows  a 
great  expansion,  but,  under  the  circiun- 
stances,  we  can  do  nothing  effective.  There 
may  be  a  tendency,  I  am  afraid,  to  .iccept 
these  Estimates  as  legitimate,  and  as  ful- 
filling the  desires  of  Parliament,  and  to 
make  them  the  basis  of  the  Estimates  of 
next  year,  and  an  excuse  for  large  increases 
then.  In  the  Treasurer's  Department 
there  is  an  increase  of  nearly  50  per  cent, 
in  the  salaries — that  is,  in  the  Auditor- 
Gen;;ral's  branch.  This  may  be  perfealy 
explainable  by  the  transfer  of  crfBcers,  it 
may  be,  from  the  Customs  Department ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  the  expenditure  has 
increased  in  the  latter  Department  also  to 
the  extent  of  ;^^i3,5o2. 

-Mr.  Fisher. — I  do  not  think  there  has 
been  much  increase  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  Customs  Department  since  the  start. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  do 
not  thiikk  there  has,  until  tins  year. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne. — The  Commerce 
Act  is  administCTed  by  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.-^But  I 
have  allowed  for  the  j£  1 2 ,000  on  that 
account.  If  I  have  erred  at  all,  I  think  I 
have  erred  on  the  side  of  not  being  un- 
duly critical ;  but  I  must  protest  against 
an  increase  which  is  serious,  and  more 
marked  than  any  increase  in  other  Esti^ 
mates,  even  after  allowing  for  the  addi- 
tional expenditure  caused  by  new  legisla- 
tion. Unless  the  Minister  can  show  that 
this  increase  is  justified,  nc^  merely  in  his,^ 
but  in  other  Departments,  or  will  otherwise 
satisfy  me,  I  must  enter  a  protest  in  the 
least  offensive  way,  of  indicating  that  Par- 
liament does  not  accept  these  Estimates 
as  the  proper  basis  of  future  Estimates, 
but  will  require,  in  the  future,  evidence  of 
the  need  for  considerable  increases  in  the 
items  to  which  I  have  referred. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.30]. — I  desire  to  take  the  present 
opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  on  Uie 
criticism  that  has  been  off&red  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  North  Sydney.  In  the 
first  place,  I  have  to  say  that,  while  I  have 
been  Treasurer;  I  have  tried  mv  l>est  to 
keep  down  expenditure,  especialK-  ii^  one 
or  two  of  the  l^^B^W&OCl^feof  all. 


9963  Salimatea.        [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Bttimates. 


however,  I  was  met  with  the  objection  that 
I  had  no  right  to  interfere.  I  know  what 
my  rights  are  as  Treasurer,  and,  though 
there  might  be  some  questicxi  raised  as  to 
interference  in  "the  expenditure  of  money 
authorized  by  Parliament,  I  take  it  that  I 
have  _  a  right  to  the  fullest  information 
when  it  is  sought  to  have  additfonal  ex- 
penditure in  any  one  of  the  Departments. 
Every  proposal  for  additional  expenditure 
has  been  criticised  bv  me  most  keenly. 
That  has  been  so,  not  only  in  regard  to 
salaries,  whidt  are  under  the  oontrol  of 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  but  in 
cases  where  I  have  been  requisitioned  to 
supply  the  funds  to  enable  the  number  of 
employes  to  be  increased.  These  re- 
quests have  in  sc»ne  cases  almost  fright- 
ened me,  and  I  have  done  my  best  to  keep 
the  expansion  within  bounds.  In  some 
Departments  I  Have  refused  any  advance 
of  money  except  cm  the  certificate  of  the 
Public  Service  C(xnmissioner,  who  I  know 
has  taken  a.  very  great  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter. All  along  -  the  line,  however,  it  is 
lu-ged  npoa  me  that  the  Departments  have 
hitherto  been  undermanned,  more  especially 
in  the  case  of  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs  and  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Departmertt.  I  have  interviewed  both 
Ministers  and  heads  of  Departments,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  really 
necessary  to  temporarily,  at  any  rate, 
make  liiie  fresh  appointments  desired,  and 
I  conceive  that  "tiiU  is  the  duty  of  a 
Treasurer  who  desires  to  keep  the 
Estimates  within  reasonable  limits.  I 
fear  that  unless  a  firm  grip  is  taken,  we 
may,  in  a  year  or  two,  find  ourselves  in 
such  a  position  that  there  will  be  an  out- 
cry for  retrenchment.  I  am  met  with 
statements  to  the  effect  that  certain  De- 
partments are  earning  much  more  than  in 
the  past,  and  that  the  expansion  of  busi- 
ness makes  additional  assistance  neces- 
sary ;  and,  again — I  am  referring  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs  and  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partments—I was  ad\ised  by  ooe  of  the 
principal  heads  of  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment that  in  Sydney  the  business  could  not 
be  carried  on  unless  more  assistance  was 
given — that  e%'erything  was  checked  owing 
to  undermanning. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  widening 
of  tlw  duties  may,  of  course,  account  for 
that  in  the  Customs  Department,  Init  ihe 
increases  I  refer  to  are  in  every  Depart- 
ment. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  statement 
to  me  is  that  every  Department  has  been 
undermanned,  and  I  have  asked  one  mem- 
ber of  the  proposed  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet  to  look  into  this  very  question, 
and  see  whether  it  is  really  neressary  to 
make  the  additicmat  appointments  which 
have  been  asked  for. 

Mr,  McWiLLiAMS.  —  The  honorable 
gentleman  is  on  a  good  wicket  this  time 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  generally 
am ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  have  had  to  bear 
a  great  deal — X  shall  not  say  abtxse — but 
of  odium,  because  I  would  not  grant  the 
money  asked  for.  I  hai'e  no  desire,  of 
course,  to  curb  reproductive  expenditure, 
but  only  to  check  any  undue  eipansicHi  in 
the  administrative  Departments.  I  canrxX 
go  into  the  details  now,  but  I  hope  to  have 
the  Additional  Estimates  on  the  table  to- 
morrow or  the  next  day,  when  honorable 
members  will  be  able  to  judge  how  this  ex- 
pansion has  progressed.  I  do  not  blame 
any  one,  and  the  expansion  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  and  inevitable ;  but  I  am 
not  going  any  further  until  Parliament 
votes  the  money  which  has  been  asked  for. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  very  serious  mat- 
ter, and  one  for  the  House  to  deal  widi. 
I  hope,  however,  that  there  will  be  no- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  no 
vote  of  censure  contemplated. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~But  if  an  ad- 
verse vote  be  given,  I  shall  certainly  think 
I  am  censured.. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — If  the  Minister 
thinks  this  money  ought  not  to  be  spent, 
he  ought  not  to  hesitate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  told  that 
in  order  to  meet  the  public  requirements, 
more  officers  ought  to  be  appointed,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  mc«iey  must  be  spent. 
I  may  say,  however,  that  I  have  not  gone 
to  the  length  deared,  because  1,570  new 
appointments  were  reccxnmended,  and 
I  

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  The  Minister's 
position  would  have  been  very  much 
strengthened  if  a  general  Ccunmittee  of  In- 
quiry, and  not  a  Cabinet  Ccxnmittee,  had 
been  appointed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  a 
m.->tter  for  the  Cabinet  or  the  Prime  Min- 
ister. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Tiiou.soN. — In  this  mat- 
ter, we  are  reallv  .supporting  the  Minis^. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  the  criticism,  but  I  do  not  desire  a 
vote  which  may^^j||]^^<3,t9p5gf<5ensure. 
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That  I  should  resist  to  the  fullest  extent, 
wtiile  welcoming  criticism  which  bears  me 
out  in  the  position  I  have  taken  up.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  heads  of  the  De- 
partments will  take  notice,  as  I  shall  my- 
self, of  such  speeches  as  that  delivered  by 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney. 
The  carrying  out  of  the  works  need  not 
all  be  rushed  into  the  one  year,  but  should 
go  on  year  by  year.     I  have  pointed  out 
to  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  and  to 
the  heads  of  Departments,  that  the  last  year 
or  two  have  been  boom  years,  and  that, 
therefore,  the   time   may  come   when  we 
shall  feel  the  pinch,  and  have  to  retrench. 
Personally,  I  have  no  desire  to  see  a  re- 
petition of  what  occurred  in  the  past  in 
New  South  Wales ;  and  1  have  issued  a 
warning  accordingly.     A  Minister  at  the 
head  of  the  Departinent  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms or  of  the  Post  and  TelegrapB  Depart- 
ment, must  depend  on  his  officers  to  a  large 
extent — he  can  only  govern  totals,  and  not 
always  these.     The  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  referred  to  the  danger  of 
Supply  Bills,  but  was  generous  enough  to 
sav  that  this  session  their  submissicm  h:}d 
been  caused  by  the  cwisideration  of  the 
Tariff.     Personally,  I  think  Supply  Bills 
are  highly  improper,  and  I  have  fought 
against  them  in  the  State  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Fishes. — What  else  could  we  have 
dene? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  of  no 
other  way,  unless  time  is  specially  set 
apart  early  in  the  session  for  the  cmsidera- 
tion  of  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Fisher.  —  Suppose  the  Treasurer 
did  so? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  Parlia- 
ment knows  what  it  is  voting. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  There  is  no 
objection  to  passing  Supply  Bills  if  we  have 
considered  the  Estimates. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Estimates 
are  laid  upon  the  table  early  in  the  session. 
The  honorable  member  means,  I  suppose, 
that  they  should  be  passed  up  to  the  stage 
of  introducing  the  Appropriation  Bill? 

Mr.  FiSHEB. — We  always  vote  Supply 
on  the  basis  of  the  old  Estimates. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — My  point  is 
that  the  expenditure  has  increased  tremen- 
dously. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that  it 
has.    The  honorable  member  said  that  he 
fhoueht  in  connexion  with  the  expenditure 
on  postage  and  various  things  of  that  kind 
,     AaI  there  was  a  mwe  general  use  of  the 


telegraphic  service  by  the  Departments  than 
was  formerly  the  case,  and  that  that  en- 
tailed the  employment  of  additional  hands 
and  additional  lines.  I  cannot  speak  from 
experience  as  to  whether  that  is  so. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  I  only  sup- 
posed so  because  of  the  increase  of  expen- 
diture under  that  heading. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.^I  should  hardly 
think  that  that  is  the  explanation.  I  doubt 
whether  there  has  been  an  increased  use 
of  the  telegraph  service  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  It  is  only  from  the  Departments 
which  use  the  telegraph  most  that  we  can 
find  that  out.  As  to  the  increases  in  the 
Customs  Department,  1  find  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  that  the  increased 
expenditure  is  ;£i>498.  In  regard  to  the 
AucUtor-General'soEce,  provision  was  made 
for  the  transfer  of  officers  who  were  pre- 
viously in  the  Post  Office  and  the,  Customs 
Department.  Those  (^cers  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Auditor-General,  and  their 
salaries  are  now  debited  to  his  Depart- 
ment. The  increase  is  due  to  the  larger 
Customs  revenue,  and  to  the  cons^uent  in- 
crease of  tt  OTk.  That  is  the  answer  given 
to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  ray  Department 
as  to  the  reason  for  the  Auditor-General's 
Department  being  increased.  I  knew  it 
before,  but  I  thought  it  advisable  to  get 
a  statement  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr,  McWiLLiAMS. — It  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  an  increase  of  Customs 
revenue  means  increased  expenditure  on  the 
Customs  Department. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  I  was 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  I  went  to 
the  Customs  House  in  Sydney  to  look  into 
some  complaints  as  to  there  being  a  block 
in  the  work.  I  found  in  <Mie  room — the  in- 
voice room,  I  think  it  was — that  the  space 
was  insufficient.  I  had  to  have  the  room 
enlarged,  and  to  appoint  a  number  of  fresh 
officers,  because  of  the  increase  of  work. 
Increased  importations  involve  an  increased 
amount  of  checking.  When  there  is  an 
enormous  increase  of  business  we  must  have 
additional  officers  to  do  it.  I  wanted  the 
Postmaster- General  to  hear  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydnev. 
because  I  know  that  he  is  doing  his  best 
to  keep  down  expenditure  in  his  Depart- 
ment in  a  reasonable  way.  It  takes  a  man 
versed  in  administration  to  control  the 
cers  and  the  expenditure  of  a  great  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  Department 
must  grow.  D,g,„edbyGoOgIe 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  must  grow, 
and  as  long  as  it  does  not  grow  inordi- 
nately I  do  not  mind.  But  I  am  told  that 
the  Department  has  absolutely  been  under- 
manned. Later  on  I  shall  hare  to  come 
down  to  the  House  with  additional  Esti- 
mates to  cover  a  number  of  items,  the  par- 
ticulars amcerning  which  will  make  the 
C(Hmnittee  thoroughly  aware  of  the  growth 
of  the  Department.  Practically  all  the 
money  voted  on  last  year's  Estimates  for 
the  Department  has  gone  in  nine  months, 
and  I  have  had  to  make  provision  to  carry 
on  for  the  addititmal  three  mcmtfas  of  ttw 
year.     That  is  really  the  positi(xi. 

Mr.  &IcWiLUAMS.  —  Has  the  money 
grnie  osk  npenditure  on  fresh  works,  ox  has 
it  been  spent  departmentally  ? 

Sir  WTLLTAXi  LYNE.  —  On  works, 
and  departmentally  also.  But  I  do  not 
wish  to 'deal  more  fully  with  the  subject 
now.  I  hope  that  honorable  members 
opposite  will  recognise  diat  I  have  tried 
for  more  reasons  than  one  to  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  Departments  in  such  a 
way  that  it  can  never  be  said  of  me  that 
I  allowed  an  undue  increase  of  expendi- 
ture while  I  was  Treasurer.  Where  money  is 
required  I  want  to  give  the  fullest  amount 
that  is  necessary,  but  no  more.  I  want  to 
see  the  Departments  increase  as  they  should 
increase,  proporticmately  with  the  work  to 
be  d(Hie.  But  I  do  not  want  to  have  the 
blame  attached  to  me  that  I  allowed  De- 
partments ,to  grow  unduly,  or  that  I 
squandered  money  in  any  shape  ioem. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.46].  —  The 
speech  of  the  hcmwable  member  for  North 
Sydney  must  have  been  very  refreshing  to 
you.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  view  of  the  interest 
wfarch  you  always  take  in  the  critidsm  of 
the  Estimates.  I  agree  with  the  hwior- 
able  member  that  by  our  system  of  pass- 
ing Supply  Bills  we  are  giving  up  control 
over  the  Treasury,  and  the  Departments. 
We  have  virtually  surrendered  our  power 
as  representative  men,  and  all  that  we  can 
do  is  to  wait  until  next  year's  Estimates 
come  before  us,  and  to  say  what 
we  intend  to  do  with  regard  to 
them.  I  appretnate  the  detailed  state- 
ments which  the  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  has  given  us.  Their 
preparation  must  have  involved  a  large 
amount  of  research.  The  Treasurer  him- 
self admits  that  there  has  been  increased 
eXjHjncIiture,  and  says  that  he  welcomes 
critirism  though  he  fears  a  vote. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  fear  a 
vote,  but  I  should  take  it  as  a  vote  of 
censure. 

Mr.  WILKS. —  I  am  not  concerned 
about  a  vote,  because  I  have  suffidoit  par- 
liamentary experience  to  know  that  a  vote 
cast  with  regard  to  any  Minister  would  be 
ineffective.  We  should  not  expect  a  Min- 
ister to  continue  in  his  positi(»i  in  face  of 
an  adverse  vote  rni  his  Estimates.  I  hope, 
however,  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  be 
thin-skinned  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  getting  that 
way. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Fot  many  years  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  skin  has  been  rather 
tough.  I  should  have  classified  him  as 
belonging  to  the  rhinoceros  order.  I  am 
well  aware,  through  inspired  paragraphs 
in  the  press,  that  for  some  time  past  the 
Treasurer  has  been  trying  to  carry  out  the 
duties  that  properly  belcHig  to  his  office,  by- 
keeping  a  tight  hand  ori  the  public  funds. 
The  same  inspired  paragraphs  have  led  us 
to  believe  that  there  has  been  almost  a 
riot  in  the  Cabinet  through  other  Ministers 
desiring  to  get  more  money  for  the  pur- 
poses of  their  Departments. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  WILKS— It  has  been  sUted  in 
the  press  that  there  was  a  real  trial  of 
strength  between  the  Treasurer  and  the 
political  heads  of  some  other  Departments 
who  were  not  satisfied  with  the  mcmey 
allotted  to  them. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lynb. — I  must  say  that 
those  rumours  are  not  true,  and  that  the 
Ministers  referred  to  have  cm  all  occasions 
treated  me  in  the  most  generous  way ;  be- 
cause I  have  been  pretty  severe. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  pleased  to  know 
that  the  rumours  to  which  I  refer  were 
exaggerated,  and  that  the  Treasurer  has 
had  the  generous  assistance  of  his  col- 
leagues in  the  Cabinet.  He  also  admits 
that  our  method  of  passing  frequent  Sup- 
ply Bills  is  not  a  good  one,  but  I  point  out 
that  the  «ily  voice  raised  against  them  on 
many  occasions  was  my  own.  Time  after 
time,  some  excuse  was  made  for  introduc- 
ing such  measures — either  that  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  to  get  on  with  scwne  other 
business,  or  that  the  public  servants  were 
waiting  to  be  paid,  or  that  the  Treasurer 
wanted  for  s<xne  other  reaswi  to  get 
the  Bill  through.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  next  session  we  shall  be  able  to 
deal  with  the  Estimates  early  in  the  vear. 
so  that  our  control  over  the  expenciiturp 
will  not  be  merely  a  myth. ^  -I  shpuliLlike 
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to  draw  attenticm  to  the  enormous  growth 
of  expenditure,  bearing  out  what  the  Trea- 
surer has  admitted.  He  says  that  we  are 
now  enjoying  fat  years,  but  that  we  may 
have  lean  years  to  follow,  and  that  some 
drastic  retrenchment  may  be  forced  upon 
him  if  he  does  not  take  a  stand  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  If  honorable  members  look  at 
the  abstract  of  expenditure,  they  will  find 
tfiat  increases  in  all  Departments,  special 
a|^n^riati(xis,  wdinary  votes,  and  «cpen- 
diture  on  new  works,  amount  to  ^£980,6^1 
for  the  year  1907-8.  On  a  percoitage  basis, 
tiiat  is  about  a  25  per  cent,  increase  over' 
the  total  expenditure  for  the  year  .  1906-7. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown.— What  for? 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  member 
will  find  the  details  if  he  looks  at  the 
abstract. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — What  have  we  got 
for  it? 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  admit  that  special  ap. 
propriations  amount  to  ;^294,ooo,  and  that 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  ac- 
counts for  an  increase  of  ^181,000.  But, 
notwithstanding  that,  there  is  an  increase  of 
close  upon  ^^700, 000  over  and  above  the 
expenditure  of  1906-7  for  all  the  Depart- 
ments. I  know,  however,  that  Parliament 
is  not  inclined  to  pay  much  attentiOT  to 
these  matters  at  the  present  time.  Honor- 
able members  say  that  the  money  has  all 
been  spent,  and  the  mere  recital  of  the  ex- 
penditure is  not  suffident  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee.  If  the  Trea- 
surer desires  to  make  his  ccmtrol  over  the 
finances  efTective,  he  is  doing  the  right 
thing  in  inviting  criticism.  The  criticism 
which  he  has  received  shows  that  honorable 
members  appreciate  the  work  that  he  is 
doing  in  keeping  a  tight  grip  ovef  expen- 
diture. In  the  early  days  of  Federation, 
we  had,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Ccwnmon- 
wealth.  Sir  George  Turner,  who  made  a 
name  for  himself  in  Victoria  during  her 
days  of  trouble  by  his  careful  control  of 
the  finances,  which  enabled  him  to  pull  his 
State  out  of  the  mud.  Any  Treasurer  who 
f(klow5  in  Sir  George  Turner's  footsteps, 
even  if  he  errs  on  the  side  of  parsimony, 
is  a  far  mate  useful  Treasurer  to  the  Com- 
monvealth  than  would  be  a  spendthrift 
«■  one  who  neglected  bis  duty. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  no  spend- 
thrift, except  with  my  own  monev. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  other  day,  I  said 
that  the  Treasurer  was  a  miser  in  regard 
to  public  expenditure.  But,  after  all,  it 
is  the  dutv  of  a  Treasurer  to  be  careful 
vith  the  public  funds.   I  can  quite  under- 


stand a  Treasurer  making  a  good  excuse 
for  increased  expwiditure,  and  saying  that 
for  every  needful  develbpment  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  and  the  Cus- 
toms Department  we  get   additional  re- 
ceipts.   If  we  can,  by  spending  j£t,  get 
an  increased  return  of  25s.,  that  is  busi- 
ness.   But  when  we  see  so  large  an  in- 
crease of  expenditure  over  that  for  the 
year  1906-7,  it  is  cmly  right  that  we  should 
make  our  protest.    The  hcmorable  member 
for  Ncvth  Sydney  has  shown  the  growth  of 
the  Departments  in  detail.    If  hcmorable 
members  look  at  the  Estimates,  they  will 
find  that  tRere  have  been  increases  in  every 
Department.    On  the  ordinary  votes,  the 
increase  is  practically  ;^340,ooo ;  the  in- 
crease for  additional  works  is  ;^^347,ooo. 
Now  we  are  told  that  in  a  day  or  two  the 
Treasurer  intends  to  dump  down  on  the 
table  Additional  Estimates  that  will  stag- 
ger us.    He  fears  that  if  we  go  on  in  this 
way  there  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  a  call 
for  retrenchment.    We  do  not  want  to  live 
in  a  fool's  paradise.    It  is  far  better  to 
keep  a  careful  contic4  over  the  finances 
now  than  to  have  to  cut  down  expenditure 
a  few  years  hence.    My  ccHitention  in  re- 
sisting Supply  Bills  all  along  has  been, 
not  that  the  Government  would  not  use 
wisely  the  mcmey  voted,  but  that  Parlia- 
ment was  surrendering  its  control  over  pub- 
lic expenditure.    In  my  view,  it  is  the  duty 
of  a  public  man  to  keep  his  finger  upon 
the  expenditure  of  the  country,  and  to  see 
that  care  is  exercised  in  the  administration 
of  every  Department.    He  tells  the  elec- 
tors that  he  will  do  so  when  he  offers  him- 
self as  a  candidate.    One  of  bis  highest 
functi(Mis  as  a  public  man  is  to  exer- 
cise   control    over     the     public  funds. 
If  we  are  to  surrendier  this  right,  why 
should  we  go  through  the  farce  of  discuss- 
ing Estimates?    I  understand  the  Trea- 
surer's dilemma.  He  says  that  it  is  all  very 
well  for  hcHiorable  members  to  ccxnplain 
that  he  has  nc^  proper  control  of  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  but  he  adds  that  he  him- 
self has  cause  for  complaint,  under  the 
circumstances,  in  regard  to  their  attitude 
towards  the  expenditure  of  the  Postal  or 
some  other  Department.    Honwable  mem- 
bers advocate  large  expenditure  in  their  own 
electorates,  and  yet  find  fault  with  him  for 
not  having  proper  control  over  the  finances. 
An  honorable  member  cannot  properly  urge 
economy  on  the  Treasurer,  and  then  ask  for 
extravagant    expenditure.      His  attitude 
should  be  consistent  in  regard  to  all  the 
Departments.    T^z^r^isi^OgiOold  us 
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that  he  has  been  informed  by  other  Minis- 
ters that  their  Departments  are  unworkable 
because  undermanned.  Of  course,  they  rely 
upon  the  statements  of  their  officials.  But 
are  we  to  be  content  with  such  statements  ? 
Are  we  going  to  leave  matters  entirely  to  the 
(^ials  ?  I  support  the  criticism  of  the  hon- 
orable member  foe  North  Sydney,  and  trust 
that  in  the  future  he  will  strtmgly  expose 
the  introduction  of  Supply  Bills.  I  have 
suggested  that,  instead  of  having  a  prixo- 
gation,  we  should  have  a  short  adjournment 
very  soon,  so  that  we  may  do  the  financial 
work  of  next  year  at  the  proper  time.  The 
abstract  on  page  5  of  tihese  Estimates  shows 
that  the  yearly  expenditure  of  the  Com- 
monwealth is  increasing  tremendously.  This 
year  there  is  an  increase  of  about 
30  per  cent,  on  the  expenditure  of 
last  year.  The  Commonwealth  cannot 
stand  increases  like  this.  But,  by 
voting  money  by  passing  Supply  Bills, 
Parliament  loses  its  control  of  the 
purse.  I  hope  that  honorable  members  will 
feel  that  a  close  examination  of  the  Esti- 
mates is  necessary,  and,  to  be  effective,  it 
should  be  the  first  work  of  the  session.  I 
have  heard  it  said  by  many  a  Treasiirer  on 
the  introducticm  of  a  Supply  Bill  that  it  is 
to  be  the  last.  I  believe  the  Treasurer  said 
that  about  the  last  Supply  Bill.  I  hope, 
however,  since  there  have  been  so  many 
lasts,  that  it  will  be  the  final  last. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4-0]. 
— I  regret  that  the  Treasurer  replied  to 
the  criticism  of  the  hOTorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  before  the  other  side  of  the 
case  had  been  put.  I  give  place  to  none 
in  advocacy  of  econcxny ;  but  what  is 
called  economy  is  often  merely  sitting 
hard  on  the  Treasury  chest,  and  refusing 
to  make  provision  for  needed  and  useful 
public  works,  sometimes  with  tlie  result  of 
bringing  about  increased  expenditure  in 
the  future.  The  expenditure  of  the  last 
few  months  disposes  me  to  criticise  ad- 
versely the  action  of  the  Treasurer  in 
starving  the  Departments. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  dealt,  not 
with  the  expenditure  for  general  purposes, 
but  with  departmental  expenditure. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— T  have  not 
looked  very  closely  into  the  departmental 
expenditure,  because  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  parsimony  which  has  characterized 
the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  country  works 
must  have  led  to  economy  in  departmental 
administraticm. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  excluded  in- 
creases on  poblic  works. 


Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— My  attention 
win  be  confined  to  the  administration  of  the 
Treasurer  during  the  past  few  months  in 
regard  to  necessary  public  works,  whicli  h  is 
been  so  parsimonious  as  to  reflect  no  :re'3it 
on  him.  Calare  is  a  country  electoral 
division  embracing  a  considerable  area , 
where  the  population,  although  scattered 
among  small  centres,  is  increasing  steadily, 
and  consequently  requires  increased  fadli- 
ties  in  the  way  of  mail  service,  post-office 
accommodation,  and  the  extension  of  tele- 
graph and  telephone  lines.  The  Depart- 
ment of  the  Postmaster-General  has  of  late 
years  done  \eoman  service  in  trying  to  meet 
the  growing  needs  of  settlement,  and  in  no. 
way  can  we  better  commend  ourselves  lo 
the  people  than  by  providing  them  with 
facilities  for  communication.  But  during 
the  past  few  m<xiths  work  has  been  practi- 
cally stopped,  because  the  Treasurer 
has  refused  to  grant  the  necKSary 
funds.  As  an  instance  of  this,  I 
mav  say  that,  when  a  few  months  ago  I 
visited  Molong.  a  very  old  township  in  the 
middle  of  a  well-settled  district  in  mv 
electorate,  I  found  that  the  mails  were 
still  being  oMiveyed  frcrni  the  railway  sta- 
tion to  the  ]K)st-cfiice  by  the  letter-carrier. 
At  one  time,  he  could  do  this  easily,  carry- 
ing the  sack  cm  his  back,  but  of  late  he 
has  had  to  provide  a  hand  cart,  and  the 
work  has  increased  so  much  that  the  pub- 
lic are  deprived  of  his  services  in  other 
directions.  I  represented  the  matter  to 
the  authorities,  with  the  result  that  tenders 
were  called  for  the  conveyance  of  mails 
between  the  railway  station  and  the  post- 
crffice,  and  a  suitable  tender  was  accepted. 
But.  on  passing  through  the  town  the  other 
day,  I  found  the  lelter-carrier  still  en- 
gaged in  the  work,  because  the  Treasurer 
has  refused  to  provide  the  money  neces- 
sary to  pav  the  contractor.  The  people  of 
that  town  also  jjetitioncd  for  a  telephone 
bureau.  They  obtained  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  subscribers,  and  complied  with  all 
the  departmental  rules,  their  application 
being  finally  approved.  But,  for  want  of 
means,  nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the 
Department.  In  another  instance,  after  the 
retirement  of  a  non-official  postmaster,  the 
people  in  the  locality  petitioned  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  office.  That  was  ap- 
proved of,  and  another  officer  nominated, 
at  a  fixed  salary.  But  the  Department  has 
since  had  to  make  it  known  that  the  ap- 
pointment cannot  be  made  until  funds  are 
available.  I  have  receiwdA-oMnmuBKation 
from  one  of  the  Qettt^g' Sf^d^g  tgf  the 
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district,  and  one  of  the  chief  movers  in 
the  matter,  in  which^  he  tells  me  that  the 
pec^Ie  there  seriously  think  of  subscribing, 
or  obtaining  in  some  other  way,  mcwiey  to 
carry  out  this  service  until  the  Department 
can  supply  the  necessary  funds.  Similar 
occurrences  are  taking  place  in  other  .parts 
of  my  electwate,  and  in  other  electorates, 
and  no  criticism  by  the  press  and  poli- 
ticians of  Sydney  can  do  more  to  bring 
Federatitm  into  popular,  contempt  than  ttw 
parsimoiy  of  tlw  Treasurer  in  regard  to 
impcfftant  and  much-needed  public  works. 
We  experience  great  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing postal  and  tel^aphic  facilities  that 
are  urgently  needed.  It  must  be  shown 
that  a  service  asked  for  will  pay  practi- 
cally from  the  start,  and  in  some  cases 
guarantees  have  to  be  given.  The  people 
cannot  understand  why,  after  all  these  pre- 
liminaries have  been  disposed  of,  such  a 
big  Department  should  have  to  »plain  that 
it  has  not  available  the  funds  necessarv  to 
provide  for  such  services,  and  that  they 
must  wait  until  the  necessary  provisi(si  has 
been  made  by  the  Treasury.  "Hiis  ques- 
ticm  may  seem  unimpcotant  to  some  people, 
but  it  is  of  vital  concern  to  those  directly 
interested,  and  the  oantinuance  of  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs  will  do  more  to  bring 
the  Federatiwi  into  disrepute  than  will  any 
criticism  hurled  at  it  by  the  Svdney  press 
or  by  the  Governments  of  the  States.  The 
parsimcmy  displayed  by  the  Treasurer  is 
not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  whom 
we  are  here  to  serve,  nor  will  it  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Federation.  I  have 
cited  only  a  few  of  the  causes  for  con- 
plaint  against  the  Ccnnmonwealth  which 
exist  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I  daresay 
that  the  position  is  the  same  in  the  other 
States.  Throughout  the  press  of  New 
South  Wales  complaints  of  the  underman- 
mng  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment are  made  from  time  to  time,  and  we 
are  told  of  a  condition  of  affairs  that 
ought  not  to  obtain  under  the  regime  of  a 
Government  which  professes  to  be  taking 
the  lead  in  the  humanitarian  movement. 
Men  in  the  Postmaster-General's  Depart- 
ment who  produce  docto-s'  certificates 
.ibowing  that  their  health  will  be  vitally 
affected  by  their  remaining  on  duty  are 
often  compelled  to  stand  bv  their  posts  be- 
'caase  the  Department  has  not  a  proper  re- 
lieving staff.  For  the  same  reason  the 
whole  system  of  annual  leave  is  practicallv 
at  a  dead  stop.  Honorable  members  will 
readily  understand  that  men  who  have 
served  for  years  in  the  heat  of  the  back 


country  need  to  be  relieved  when  thev  get 
run  down.  Under  present  conditions, 
however,  they  are  relieved  only  under  the 
most  extreme  pressure.  Those  acquainted 
with  the  development  of  New  South  Wales 
know  that  its  postal,  telegraphic,  and 
telephonic  work  has  increased  by  leaps  and 
bounds  during  the  last  few  years,  and 
that  there  has  not  been  a  proportionate  in- 
crease in  the  staff  of  the  Department. 
The  consequence  is  that  we  have  men 
working  at  high  pressure,  and  numerous 
complaints  of  sweating.  When  we  pro- 
ceed to  investigate  the  matter,  we  are 
led  first  of  all  to  suppose  that  the  Deputy 
Postmaster- General  and  his  staff  are  re- 
sponsible. A  brief  inquiry  is  sufficient 
to  show,  however,  that  they  have  made 
years  ago  the  necessary  representations  as 
to  the  need  for  meeting  the  Rowing  de- 
mands on  the  service.  Then  we  are  told 
that  the  Public  Servi<»  Commisdoner,  with 
a  desire  for  economy,  has  refused  to  in- 
dorse the  recdtnmendations  of  his  respon- 
sible officers,  but  finally,  as  the  result  of 
questifflis  put  to  Ministers  in  this  House, 
we  ducover  that  the  Commissioner  has 
made  recommendations  for  a  large  increase 
in  the  service,  and  that  the  stumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  such  an  increase  is  to 
be  found  on  the  door-step  of  the  Treasury. 
I  understand  that  the  Commissioner  last 
year  recwnmended  something  like  1,000  new 
appointments  to  the  Public  Service,  and 
that  although  that  rec«nmendation  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Cabinet  for  consideration  in 
connexicm  with  the  framing  of  these  Esti- 
mates, no  pnm»on  has  b^  made  to  give 
effect  to  it.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  ought 
not  to  be  tolerated.  If  any  one  ought  to 
he  familiar  with  the  needs  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  it  should  be  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  in  each  of  the 
States,  and  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner, who  has  to  look  after  the  strength 
and  efficiency  of  the  service.  If  we  are  tc 
permit  the  Treasurer,  in  the  name  of 
econfflny — falsely  so-called — to  frustrate 
the  ^orts  of  those  officers — ^to  over-ride  tiie 
recommendations  of  the  responsible  men  in 
a  Department — we  might  as  well  let  him 
take  sole  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  run  them  at  his  own  sweet 
will.  Whilst  he  refuses  to  grant  the  sup- 
plies necessary  to  carry  on  urgent  works, 
he  practically  controls  the  whole  Federal 
machine,  and  denies  to  responsible  cheers 
the  opportunity  to  carry  on  the  service  on 
lines  which  experience^ -leads  them  to 
believe  are  the  D(oafrtieM0Qgf^  The 
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post-card  craze  has  largely  increased  the 
work  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
and  last  Christmas  a  great  deal  of  fricticHi 
and  dissatisfaction  was  created  in  Sydney 
owing  to  its  inability  to  deal  with  the  great 
rush  of  work  so  caused.  That  inability 
was  due,  not  to  want  of  foresight  on  the 
part  of  the  responsible  crfEcers,  but  to  the 
refusal  of  the  Treasurer  to  provide  them 
with  the  means  to  avoid  it.  In  order  that 
there  might  be  no  block  of  business,  the 
Deputy  Postmaster- General  was  obliged  to 
employ  a  number  of  temporary  hands.  In 
that  way  the  ipressure  was  relieved,  but 
these  unfortunate  men,  who  had  served  the 
Commonwealth  well,  were  told  when  they 
should  have  received  tBeir  wages  that  no 
money  was  available,  and  thev  had  to  go 
without  any  pay  during  the  holiday  season. 
After  i»essure  had  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  Treasurer,  the  necessary  funds 
were  made  available. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  {Mr. 
Batchelor). — I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  is  now  going  beyond  a  reasonable 
discussion  of  the  Treasurer's  Estimates. 
He  is  entering  too  fully  into  details  relat- 
ing to  the  Department  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  con- 
scious that  in  directing  this  critidsm  to  the 
Postmaster-General  and  his  responsible 
offirers,  I  shall  not  be  hitting  at  those  who 
should  be  rightly  blamed  for  the  trouble. 
1 1  is  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  my  re- 
marks to  the  Minister  primarily  responsible 
that  cm  these  Estimates  I  have  gOne  into 
details  in  cwinexion  with  the  working  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraoh  Department.  The 
Treasurer  should  not  consider  that  the  only 
charge  against  which  he  has  to  guard  is  one 
of  wasteful  expenditure.  There  is  a  true 
and  a  false  economy,  and  in  connexion  with 
the  matters  to  which  I  have  referred,  the 
hcHiorable  gentleman  has  indulged  in  a 
false  ecOTicmy  which  will  tend  to  brine:, 
not  only  his  Government,  but  the  whole 
Federal  machine,  into  disrepute.  I  hope 
that  the  folly  of  the  parsimony  displayed 
by  the  Txeasurer  will  be  brought  hwne  to 
him  so  strongly  that  he  will  make  provision 
for  the  iproper  equipment  and  efficiency  of 
the  Public  Service.  What  becomes  of 
everv  penny  which,  by  this  process  of 
squeezing,  is  saved  ?  It  goes  to  enrich  the 
State  Treasuries,  and  yet  members  of  the 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  have  com- 
plained to  me  of  the  parsimony  of  the 
Federal  Government  in  failing  to  make 
pronsion  for  postal,  telegraphic,  and  tele- 


ph(»iic  facilities  for  small  centres  of  popu- 
lation, as  well  as  in  the  other  directions 
which  I  have. indicated.  Such  a  conditicm 
of  affairs  is  certainly  unhealthy,  and  I  trust 
that  the  Treasurer  will  recognise  that  by 
being  over-zealous  in  his  desire  to  keep 
do%vn  expenditure,  he  is  doing  an  iniustice 
to  himself,  to  the  Postmaster- General's  De- 
partment, to  the  CcMnmon wealth,  and  especi- 
ally to  the  people  primarily  affected. 

Mr.  KELLY  <W«itworth)  [4.25].— I 
hold  in  my  hand  the  papers  which  the 
Prime  Minister  was  kind  enough  to  lay  on 
the  table  this  morning  in  connexion  with 
Mr,  Beale's  Commission.  I  must  confess 
that  the  papers  filled  me  with  mystificatim 
more  than  any  other  feeling ;  and  I  am 
anxious  that  the  Prime  Minister  should 
help  us  to  understand  the  exact  reason  for 
the  Government  departing  fr<Hn  its  original 
promise  or  understanding  in  regard  to  the 
expense  of  this  inquiry  and  the  report. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — What  has  this  to 
do  with  the  Treasurer's   Estimates  ? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  think  that  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  by  the  Government 
in  violation  of  a  promise,  or  a  misunder- 
standing, if  the  Prime  Minister  prefers  the 
latter  word,  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
the  Treasurer.  I  find,  on  referring  to  the 
papers,  that  a  letter  was  written  to  the 
Prime  Minister  b^  Mr.  Beale  on  the  19th 
July,  1905,  in  which  the  writer  said — 

I  am  willingt  if  your  Government  will  give 
me  an  authoritative  Commission,  to  obtain,'  at 
my  own  expense,  information  on  various  matters. 

To  that  Mr.  Deakin  replied  on  the  27th 
July- 

It  is,  of  course,  understood  that  your  investi- 
gations will  not  entail  any  cost  on  Common- 
wealth funds.  , 

Mr.  Deakin.— Neither  they  did — not  a 
farthing ! 

Mr,  KELLY. — Mr.  Beale  replied,  ac- 
cepting the  Cc»nmission  to  go  abroad,  and 
stating  that  "the  work  would  not  entail 
any  charge  on  the  Cwnmonwealth." 

Mr.  De\kin. — And  it  entailed  no  charge 
wliatever— not  a  penny. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Yet  to-day,  in  answer  to 
a  question,  tlie  Prime  Minister  stated  that 
there  h:iil  l>een  no  payments  to  Mr.  Beale 
lor  his  services,  but  that  various  sums  had 
been  paid  to  that  gentleman,  one  on  ac- 
count of  a  voucher  produced  for  certain' 
i\ork  done. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  was  onlv  a  sum  paid 
through,  and  not  to,  Mr.  Be^Ie. 

Mr.  KELLY  —I  am  glad  the  Prime 
Minister  says  that^  b^tj?^^5?lfe^ 
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whole  cause  of  my  mystification.  Why 
should  sums  be  paid  through  Mr.  Beale? 
After  all,  Mr.  Beale,  however  qualified  by 
nature's  gifts,  was  .-in  unauthcH-ized  person, 
and  not  a  practitiraier,  and  yet  he  went 
abroad  to  inquire  into  the  most  technical 
matters. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batcheloh). — Wilt  the  honorable  member 
connect  his  remarks  with  the  Estimates  for 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  KELl.Y. — This  is  a  matter  con- 
cerning the  distribution  of  funds,  against 
the  opress  understanding  between  the  Go- 
wmment  and  honorable  members. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.  —  I 
ask  the  honwable  monber  to  connect  fais  re< 
marks  with  the  Estimates  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  take  it  that  the  Trea- 
surer paid  this  monev. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
That  fact  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  a  con- 
nexion. It  must  be  remembered  that  we  are 
not  discussing  the  whole  Budget',  and  that, 
c»i  the  items  before  us,  there  cann^  be  a 
general  financial  discussion. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  bringing  this  mat- 
ter up  now  solely  as  a  matter  of  conveni- 
enoe. 

Mr.  DcAiUN. — I  have  no  objection,  only 
the  honOTable  member  is  labouring  under 
a  misunderstanding. 

■  Mr.  KELl.Y.— T  point  out  that,  on  the 
first  item  of  the  Estimates  of  each  Depart- 
ment, the*  whole  administration  of  a  De- 
partment mav  he  discussed. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.  — 
The  honorable  member  will  see  that  the 
matter  he  refers  to  is  not  within  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  desire  to  know  why 
the  Treasurer  paid  this  amount. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne. — I  paid  it  as  Trea- 
surer, but  it  appears  on  the  Estimates  of  the 
Department  of  External  Afifairs. 

Mr.  KELLY.-*That  is  my  complaint. 
Why  did  the  Treasurer  pay  this  money  to 
I9ie  Department  of  External  Affairs?  I 
am  anxious  to  find  out  whv  the  Treasurer 
has  ignored  the  promi.se  which  the  Prime 
Minister  made  to  the  House. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.  —  I 
cannot  allow  the  honorable  member  to 
pursue  this  course.  This  is  not  the  right 
time  to  bring  up  the  matter  referred  to — 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Department  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Do  I  understand,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  amounts  paid  by  tlie 


Treasurer  are  not  open  to  discussion  on  the 
first  item  of  the  Treasury  Estimates? 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.  - 
This  matter  could  properly  be  discussed  on 
■the  Estimates  of  the  Department  of  Exter- 
nal Affairs.  The  mere  paving  over  of  the 
money  on  behalf  of  another  Department 
does  not  bring  the  transaction  within  the 
Treasury  administration. 

Mr.  Deakin. — May  I  speak  on  the  point 
of  cx'der?  If  the  argument  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wentworth  were  correct, 
every  Department  of  the  State  and  every 
operation  of  administration  could  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  Estimates  for  the  Treasury, 
because  ultimately  everything  comes  to  the 
Treasury.  Had  1  an  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  the  honorable  member,  I  could 
satisfy  him  that  this  is  not  a  wise  time  to 
bring  this  matter  forward,  because,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  papers  have  been  in  his 
possession  only  a  short  time,  be  does  not 
realize  that  Mr.  Beale  made  two  arrange- 
ments, and  received  two  authorities,  con- 
ducting  all  inquiries  entirely  at  his  own  ex- 
pense.  I  can  point  out  also  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  think  this 
discussion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Deakin.— On  the  question  of  pay- 
ment, now,  in  regard  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mission Mr.  Beale  was  paid  nothing.  The 
Commonwealth  undertook  the  expense  of 
printing,  and  certain  blocks  were  obtained, 
which  were  paid  for  through  Mr.  Beale. 
Mt.  Beale  himself  never  received  a  far- 
thing. The  only  «tpense  was  that  to  which 
I  have  referred.  It  was  after  a  Royal 
Commission  was  issued  to  him. 

Mr.  Kelly. — On  the  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— What  is  the  point 
of  order? 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  mean  the  point  of  order 
which  I  raised  when  you  prevented  mv  con- 
tinuing my  speech,  although  the  Prime  Min- 
ister has  very  cleverly  contrived  to  reply  to 
it. 

The  CHATRMAN.~I  gave  a  ruling. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Then  I  should  like  vour 
ruling  as  to  whether,  during  the  discussion 
of  the  Treasurer's  Estimates,  an  honorable 
member  is  at  liberty  to  question  the  act  of 
the  Treasurer  in  paying  out  funds  contrary 
to  an  understanding  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  re- 
ferred to  can  be  discussed  only  in  am- 
nexion  with  the  Estimates  for  the  Depart- 
ment with  which  it  is  immediately  con- 
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Mr.  Kelly.— The  fact  that  the  Trea- 
surer paid  the  money  confers,  accOTding  to 
your  ruling,  no  right  whatever  to  raise  the 
questicm  on  these  Estimates? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Not  that  fact  alone. 

Mr.  Beakin. — The  honorable  mranber 
will  have  another  chance. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  am  afraid  tiiat  I  shall 
have  to  take  the  only  chance  open  to  honor- 
able members,  to-morrow. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  31  (Audit  O^ce),  ^17,038. 
.  Mr.  Johnson.  —  I  desire  to  know 
whether,  on  this  division,  the  question  of 
the  payment  to  Mr.  Beale,  just  referred 
to  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
can  be  discussed  ? 

the  CHAIRMAN.— I  think  not,  unless 
the  honorable  member  can  show  that  there 
has  been  some  irregularitv. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [4  35].— I  desii^ 
to  direct  attention  to  the  item  of  £25  for 
the  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Northern 
Territory.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Collins, 
of  the  Treasury, '  has  gone  to  Addaide 
in  connexi<»i  witli  this  matter,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  that  fi^entleman  is  an  able 
officer,  of  whom  the  Commonwealth  ought 
to  be  proud.  I  have  been  told,  however, 
that  the  South  Australian  Government,  in 
order  to  make  as  large  an  account  as  pos- 
sible against  the  Commtm  wealth,  have 
charged^  cost  price  for  different  articles 
which  are  second-hand  and  in  an  almost 
obsolete  condition,  as  if  th^  were  new 
material.  That  i&  a  story  which  is  cur- 
rent amongst  a  number  of  officials  in  the 
Northern  Territory,  and  the  matter  is  one 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  looked  into. 
Mr.  Collins  has  dcuie  his  work  well«  but,  of 
course,  he  deals  only  with  Treasury 
vouchers,  and  has  no  idea  of  the  condition 
of  the  material  when  it  is  taken  over.  If 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  rumour,  an  op- 
portunity is  here  presented  for  saving,  per- 
haps, some  thousands  of  pounds. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [4.37]- 
— It  is  a  great  pity  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber should  make  so  general  and  serious  a 
statement  without  disclosing  any  foundation 
whatever  for  it.  I  do  not  believe  that 
such  a  thing  would  be  attempted  by  the 
South  Australian  Government — I  am  satis- 
fied I  can  vouch  that  much.  The  hwior- 
able  member  for  Corio  ought  to  refer  the 
matter  back  to  his  authoritv,  and  ask  for 
some  proof,  or,  as  another  honorable  mem- 
ber did,  admit  that  he  has  been  entirely 
mistaken. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 


Division  32  (Government  Printer), 
£14,9^6. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Catare) 
[4- 38]- — In  the  newspapers  this  morning 
there  was  a  paragraph  indicating  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take  the 
work  of  printing  the  electoral  rolls  frcxn 
the  State  Government  Printing  Office  in 
New  South  Wales  and  have  it  done  at  the 
i»ntral_  office  in  Melbourne,  and  some  in- 
formation on  this  point  would  be  accept- 
able. I  take  it,  judging  from  previous 
actions  of  the  Government,  that  this  is  one 
of  those  unfounded  rumours  which  are  cir- 
culated for  the  purpose  of  discrediting  the 
Commonwealth  and  Commonwealth  ad- 
ministration. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.3Q]._The  hon- 
orable member  for  Calare  has  referred  to  a 
matter  to  which  I  had  intended  myself  to 
call  attention.  I  think  that  the  printing  of 
the  electm-al  rolls  might  well  be  continued 
in  Sydney  until  the  Federal  Capital  is  es- 
tablished, when  a  desire  to  centralize  sucti 
work  could  be  well  understood.  I  hope 
the  nmiour  referred  .to  is  unfounded, 
though  the  action  suggested  is  on  all-fours 
with  that  which  was  advocated  by  some  of 
ihe  members  of  the  Goverrunent  in  regard 
lo  having  all  the  postage  stamps  printed  in 
Melbourne.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
Treasurer  is  still  allowing  the  stamps  to 
be  printed  in  the  printing  office,  Sydney  ? 
The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custwns  noids 
assent.  I  am  glad  that  he  does,  because 
on  the  last  occasion,  when  we  discussed 
the  matter,  I  think  he  was  an  advocate  of 
the  stamps  being  printed  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  must  take  the  Minis- 
ter's denial,  and  am  glad  that  he  is  now  as 
strcmg  an  advocate  as  I  am  of  their  being 
printed  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — I  want  them 
all  to  be  printed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Snowy  River. 

Mr'  WILKS. — If  it  is  a  fact  that  it  is 
contemplated  to  print  the  electoral  rolls 
for  New  South  Wales  in  Melbourne,  I 
must  say  that  it  will  be  a  very  expensive 
thing  to  do. 

Mr.  Batchelok.  —  Just  as  sensible  as 
printing  the  rolls  for  South  Australia  in 
Sydney. 

Mr.'  WILKS.— It  must  be  cheaper  to 
print  them  where  the  electoral  office  for 
the  State  is.  The  process  of  revising  the 
electoral  rolls  is  constantly  going  on.  The 
plates  are  stereotyped,  and  the  rolls  are 
altered  frcxn  m(xithigtoe«i^thOC^9ib2elec- 
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toral  c^Bce  in  Sydney  can  control  this  work 
far  more  economically  when  the  printing  is 
done  close  to  hand,  than  would  be  the  case 
if  the  rolls  were  printed  in  Melbourne.  It 
will  be  a  great  mistake  to  disturb  the  pre- 
sent airangonent  until  the  Capital  Site  is 
established*  and  we  have  our  own  [uinting 
office. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  fHume— Trea- 
surer) [4-43]- — I  have  not  heard  anv  offi- 
cial statemoit  to  the  effect  that  it  is  in- 
tended to  print  the  ^ectnral  rolls  for  New 
South  "Wales  elsewhere  thjm  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  WiLXS. — A  member  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  asked  a  question 
on  ^  subject  last  nig^t. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  It  has  not 
been  before  the  Cabinet,  and  I  have  not 
heard  it  suggested.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  statranent  is  true.  In  regard  to  the 
stamps,  it  was  considered  necessary  some 
time  ago  by  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment to  appcnnt.  a  Commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  questimi  pf  stamp  printing, 
and  into  the  class  of  printing  that  was  re- 
quired. But  it  will  take  two  years  before 
the  recommendations  made  can  be  brought 
to  a  head.  I  believe  tiiat  it  has  been 
stated  in  New  South  Wales  that  I  said 
that  the  work  of  stamp  printing  was  to  be 
removed  to  Melbourne.  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  find,  however,  that 
Mr.  GulHck.  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment Printer,  differs  from  other  prin- 
ters as  to  which  is  the  better  style  of  die 
to  adopt.  I  have  compared  stamps 
printed  from  a  steel  die  and  those  printed 
by  the  other  process,  which  is  considered 
to  be  cheaper.  I  must  say  the  cheaper 
method  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the 
other.  But  Mr.  GulHck  wants  them  to  be 
printed  in  the  old  fashion.  Fersonally, 
T  should  prefer  the  steel-die  method,  al- 
though it  is  more  expensive.  I  am  in 
favour  of  having  the  best  class  of  stamp 
printing,  because  it  must  be  remembered 
that  stamps  are  saleable  commodities.  I 
believe  th^t  Sir  John  Forrest's  idea,  while 
he  was  Treasurer,  was  that  the  stamps 
should  be  printed  at  the  head  office,  wher- 
ever it  was.  But  it  all  depends  upon 
whether  there  is  to  be  a  Government  Print- 
ine  Office  or  whether  the  work  is  to  be 
done  at  a  State  Printing  Office.  Sir  John 
Forrest  held  the  opinion  that  all  the 
stamps  ought  to  be  printed  at  one  office, 
under  the  control  of  the  Treasurer.  That 
is  a  very  proper  idea,  too.  There  is  no 
question  abcnit  that.. 


Mr.  Page.— Why  not  do  it  instead  of 
talking  about  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because,  for 
one  thing,  we  shall  not  be  ready  to  adopt 
the  new  method  for  at  least  two  vears. 
I  wish  to  say  also  in  reference  to  the 
prmting  office  that  the  State  Printing 
Office,  Melbourne,  does  most  of  our  parlia- 
mentary work,  and  does  it  well.  There 
has  been  a  strong  agitation  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Commonwealth  Printing 
Office.  The  only  reason  why  I  have  not 
moved  in  that  matter  is  that  we  are  not 
yet  established  in  our  own  capital.  When 
we  are,  we  shall  have  to  have  a  printing 
office  of  our  own.  I  think  that  an  officer 
trom  South  Australia  is  coming*  over  lo 
Victona  to  undertake  the  printing,  not  of 
the  whole  of  the  stamps,  but  of  some 
kinds.  But  that  does  not  apply  to  New 
tKJuth  Wales. 

Mr  Thomas  Brown.— Will  the  Trea- 
surer look  into  the  matter  about  the  print- 
mg  of  the  electoral  rolls? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  never 
heard  a  rumour  to  the  effect  that  the 
electoral  rolls  for  New  South  Wales 
were  to  be  printed  outside  the  State. 
I  shall  certainly  make  inquiries,  but 
I  feel  sure  that  the  statement  is  an 
absolute  mvth.  Some  one  has  made  it 
with  the  view  of  injuring  the  Common- 
wealth. I  do  not  think  that  there  is  the 
slightest  shadow  of  reason  for  any  one  to 
be  apprehensive  on  the  subject.  In  ad- 
dition to  that,  as  I  told  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales  after  he  made  his  state- 
ment, no  person  has  given  the  Government 
Pnntmg  Office,  Sydney,  more  work  to  do 
than  I  have.  Knowing  it  as  well  as  I 
do,  I  am  quite  aware  that  printing  can  be 
done  there  perhaps  more  economically  than 
anywhere  else  in  Australia.  It  is  a  most 
up-to-date  office,  and  I  am  not  likely  to 
take  any  work  away  from  it. 

Mr.  Page.— Are'  not  other  State  Go- 
vernment Printing  Offices  up-to-date? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  so  up-to- 
date  as  is  the  New  South  Wales  offirp 
Considering  that  I  had  so  much  to  do  with 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  Svdnev. 
myself,  I  am,  of  course,  well  aware  that 
It  IS  an  up-to-date  establishment.  The 
rumour  about  the  eleotoral  rolls  is  mere 
nonsense.  I  can  assure  honorable  mem- 
bers that  so  far  as  I  know  there  is  no  in- 
tention to  take  the  printing  of  the  rolls 
away  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothbv)  r4.5o].— 
This  question  of  the  printing  of  stamps 
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seems  to  be  a  perennial  source  of  trouble,  ticians  over  there — particularly  the  head  of 
It  has  been  discussed,  tor  a  good  many  the  present  Government,  and  Mr.  Car- 
years,  I  thought  that  we  had  at  last  ruthers,  the  head  of  the  previous  Gov^- 
reached  finality.  But  still  it  crops  up  ment — have  raised  this  question.  But 
a^ain.  The  fault  that  I  have  to  find  they  have  never  had  a  leg  to  stand  upon. 
with  the  Government  is  that  they  have  not  _Mr.  Bowoen. — The  honorable  member 
arrived  at  a  decision  on  the  question  CHie  said  just  now  that  they  got  up  on  dieir 
way  or  the  other.  "  hind  legs." 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  believe  that  an  Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Under  the  cir- 

officer  who  is  about  the  best  expert  in  Aus-  cumstances,   I  withdraw  the  legs.  We 

tralia  has  been  rei^ntly  appointed.  have  had  from  the  honorable  member  for 

Mr.   BATCHELOR. — I  do  not  think  North  Sydney  quite  a  sermon  in  regard  to 

that  the  appointment   has  actually   been  the  need  for  carefully  criticising  increases 

made.      Probably  the  Minister  is  making  of  expenditure,  even  where  they  may  be 

a  mistake.     He  knows  that  the  oflScer  in  necessary.      But  when  an  opportunity  to 

question  had  been  recommended  for  ap-  save  money  occurred  in  connexion  with 

pointraent  to  another  position,  but  was  pre-  the  printing*  of  stamps,  every  New  South 

vailed  upon  to  relinquish  it,  and  to  take  Wales  representative  sitting  on  the  front 

the  positi(xi  of  Stamp  CwnptroUer  for  the  Opposition  bench  ccanplained  about  the  pr<>- 


Sir  William  Lvne. — Sir  John  Forrest  ney  Printing  Office,  and  the  Minister  had 

dealt  with  the  matter  up  to  a  certain  point,  to  ^plain  that,  rather  than  that  the  suscep- 

and  I  think  that  I  have  the  officer  under  tibilities  of  the  "  Ma  "  State  in  this  mat- 

my  charge  now.  ter  should  be  wounded,  it  had  been  deter- 

Mr.   BATCHELOR. — I  do  not  think  mined  to  allow  the  stamps  required  for 

that  the  Treasurer  has  actually  taken  over  New  South  Wales  to  be  produced  by  the  in- 

the  officer.      I  believe  that  -he  is  still  effective  and  expensive  method  there  in 

officiallv  stamp  printer  in  Adelaide,  though  force.    The  antique  method  of  New  Soutli 

the  work  of  printing  stamps  over  there  has  Wales  is  to  continue,  and  I  believe  that 

been  abandoned.     I  have  constantly  pro-  Queensland  is  also  to  be  allowed  to  carry 

tested  against  the  parochial  spirit  shown  in  on  its  clumsy,  and  still  more  ancient,  mode 

this  matter.      It  seems  to  be  an  astonish-  of  stamp  printing.    The  printing  of  the 

ingly  small  thing  for  the  Premier  and  poll-  stamps  required  for  the  four  other  States, 

ticians  of  New  South  Wales  to  be  troub-  however,  is  to  be  done  by  the  CommcHi- 

ling  about.     If  New  South  Wales  could  wealth  in  Afelbourne,  and  I  hope  that  the 

have  carried  out  the  work  of  stamp  print-  Treasurer  will  soon  complete  all  the  neces- 

ing  as  cheaply  as  it  was  being  done  in  sary  arrangements. 

South  Australia,  prcfeably  she  would  have  Sir   William   Lyne. — That   has  been 

had  the  work  to  do.      We  hear  a  great  done. 

deal  about  the  unfederal  spirit  displayed  ^^r-  BATCHELOR. — Is  the  officer  in 

by  representatives  of  other  States  in  're-  Melbourne  who  has  been  appointed  to  con- 

lation  to  the  question  of  the  Capital  Site,  trol  the  printing? 

But  here  is  a  case  where  it  is  manifestly  Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  but  he  is  re- 
cheaper  for  certain  work  to  be  done  in  the  ceiving  instructions  to  come  here  as  soon 
Commonwealth    Printing    Office,  and  as  as  he  can. 

socm  as  it  is  proposed  to  take  that  step.  Mr.     BATCHELOR.  —  S<xne  months 

New  South  Wales,  through  her  Premier,  ago,  he  sold  his  house  under  the  impres- 

gets  on  her  hind  legs  and  howls  till  the  .sion  that  he  was  to  go  to  Melbourne  al- 

air  is  blue.  niost  immediately ;  but  he  has  had  to  stay 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  Sydney,  not  New  in  Adelaide  ever   since.     The  inquiries 

South  Wales,  makes  all  the  fuss.  which  have  taken  place  occasioned  delay, 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  —  Mr.  Wade  is  but  need  not  have  affected  Mr.  Cook's  en- 
Premier,  not  of  Svdnev.  but  of  New  South  gagement. 

Wales,   and   is  the  representative  of  the  ^I"".  Bowden.— The  New  South  Wales 

people  of  that  State.    Personallv.  I  think  stamps  are  the  best  in  the  Commonwealth, 

that  the  people  do  not  care  a  snap  of  the  Mr.  BATCHELOR. — That  statement  is 

fiRf^rs  about  the  stamp  printing.      It  is  unsupported  by  facts.    In   my  opinion, 

ridiculous  to  suppose  that  they  do.      But  there  has  been  a  miscalculation  as  to  the 

for  political  purposes,  and  to  raise  an  out-  extent  to  which  persons  in  other  parts  of 

cry  against  the  Federal  authorities,  poli-  the  world  will  buy  W'^ttips  it  they  are 
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printed  on  better  paper.  We  should  have 
m  view,  not  the  demands  of  the  Philatelic 
Society,  but  the  requirements  of  our  own 
public,  and,  therefore,  need  not  give  con- 
sideration to  the  possibility  of  adopting 
later  the  more  costly  production. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  in  favour  of 

it 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  sfamp-col- 
lecting  craze  may  cease  at  any  time,  and, 
indeed,  the  post -card  craze  has  largely 
taken  its  place.  Therefwe,  if  we  go  to 
great  expense  for  the  sake  of  a  fad,  we 
may  not  get  the  results  which  are  expected. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  do  not  want 
our  stamps  to  be  the.  laughing-stock  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Has  the  honor- 
able member  ccxnpared  Australian  stamps 
with  those  of  other  countries? 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — I  have  rompared 
South  Australian  with  New  South  Wales 
stamps. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  could  show  the 
honorable  member  some  very  fine  speci- 
mens of  South  Australian  stamps.  I  doubt 
if  any  Ixit  an  expert  could  detect  any  dif- 
ference in  the  quality  of  printing,  though 
there  is  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
paper,  and  a  vast  diff»ence  in  the  cost  of 
production.  The  honorable  memb^  may 
like  stamps  i^inted  on  good  paper,  but 
the  OTdinary  ccxnmercial  roan  does  not  put 
any  additional  value  on  such  stamps.  In 
my  c^ini(xi,  it  will  be'  a  mistake  to  increase 
tlw  cost  of  the  Postal  Department  by 
printing  our  stamps  on  paper  of  better 
quality  than  is  requisite. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  must  do 
what  we  can  to  minimise  the  risk  of  for- 

Sir   WtLUAU    Lyne.  —  That   is  the 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— So  far  as  forgery 
is  rancemed,  it  is  not  more  difficult  with 
one  paper  than  with  another,  everything 
turning  upon  the  OMitrol.  A  strong  reason 
for  having  all  the  printing  of  stamps  done 
in  Melbourne  is  that  it  can  be  kept  under 
better  control  in  one  than  in  several  offices. 
I  ask  the  Minister  to  bring  aboyt  finality 
in  the  matter  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
undvstand  that  Mr.  Cook  is  practically  on 
his  way  here,  and  I  feel  certain,  from  my 
experience  of  him  in  South  Australia,  that 
his  wcM-k  will  speedily  oc»nmend  itself  to 
the  Government,  and  will  save  the  Common- 
wealth a  great  deal  of  moiey.  Our  chief 
doty,  as  custodians  of  the  public  purse, 
ii  to  see  that  administration  is  efficient. 


and  not  unduly  costly,  and  I  hope  that  less 
parochial  spirit  wilt  in  the  future  be  shown 
in  these  small  mattns  by  representatives 
of  the  most  important  State  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.6].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Boothby  ramplains  of 
the  display  of  the  parochial  spirit  by  the 
representatives  of  what  he  termed  the 
"  Ma"  State;  but  even  if  we  were  fight- 
ing for  the  "  Ma  "  State,  it  may  be  said 
of  him  that  all  he  is  concerned  about  is 
**Pa'_'  Cook.  So  long  as  "Pa"  Cook 
gets  his  billet,  the  honorable  member  will 
be  satisfied.  He  oxicluded  his  speech  bv 
saying  that  he  hoped  that  "Pa"  Cook 
would  at  OTce  be  brought  over  from  Ade- 
laide, and  that  the  pecty  parochial  spirit 
would  not  again  be  shown  bv  representa- 
tives of  the  "Ma"  State.  He  objected 
to  the  stamps  printed  in  New  South  Wales, 
on  the  ground  that  they  are  antique;  but 
amongst  the  "  common  or  garden  "  variety 
of  persons  with  wh<»n  I  mix,  to  apply  the 
word  "  antique  "  to  a  wcwk  of  art  is  to 
enhance  its  value. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Would  the  hraorable 
member  call  antique  eggs  artistic? 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  the  honorable  member 
had  the  artistic  temperament,  he  would 
not  ask  the  question.  When  we  have  a 
Commonwealth  printing  office  in  the  Com- 
monwealth Seat  of  Government,  it  will  be 
parochial  to  ask  that  any  printing  which 
could  be  done  there  should  be  done  in  a 
State  office.  It  was  not  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  but  an  earnest  and  ar- 
dent Labourite  representing  Blayney,  who 
brought  up  this  matter  in  the  State  Par- 
liament last  night.  He  complained  that 
artisans  in  the  Sydney  Government  Print- 
ing Office  were  losing  their  employment, 
and  asked  that  they  should  not  be  sud- 
denly deprived  of  their  means  of  earning 
a  livelihood.  But  the  honorable  member 
for  Boothby  has  gone  back  upon  his 
fellow  Lalmiirite.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  not 
one  of  these  men  who  earn  their  livelihood 
in  the  Government  Printing  Office  of  New 
South  Wales  resides  in  my  electorate.  The 
Treasurer  says  that  it  will  take  twelve 
months  to  put  the  new  plaat  in  position. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — More  than  that. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  hope  that  when  we  go 
to  the  Federal  Capital  we  shall  take  over 
not  only  "Pa"  Cook  but  other  printers,  and 
I  trust  that  my  friendly  relations  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  will  not  be 
disturbed  by  any  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  data,  o{,;;P,.J'^<@l5i^(^  "M." 
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State.  I  am  glad  that  ttie  Treasurer  in- 
tends to  have  sook  of  this  wwk  done  in 
New  South  Wales.  • 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5-11]- — The  honorable  member 
for  Boothby  made  some  allusion  to  a  ser- 
mon which  I  am  alleged  to  have  delivered, 
and  I  think^  as  a  axnptimait  to  him,  I 
should  make  some  reference  to  his  prayer 
on  behalf  of  certain  individuals  engaged  in 
printing  stamps.  He  asserted  that  hwor- 
able  members  on  the  front  Opposition 
bench  had  raised  objections  to  the  proceed-' 
ings  in  connexim  with  the  printing  of 
stamps  for  the  Commonwealth.  I  have 
never  spoken  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — But  the  hwuvable  member 
has  thought  a  lot. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
CHilv  thought  that  the  Commcxiwealth  should 
deal  with  the  question  without  favoring  any 
State.  If  the  Government  find  that  the 
work  which  they  require  can  be  dc*ie,  or 
the  material  they  desire  can  be  obtained 
more  economically  in  one  State  than  in 
another,  they  have  a  right  to  choose  ac- 
cordingly, 

Mr.  Batchelor. — That  is  all  I  have 
asked  for. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— When  I 
held  office  I  acted  upon  that  principle  in 
dealing  with  my  own  State  as  well  as  with 
others.  It  is  unfair  that  one  State  should 
be  gix'en  a  considerable  advantage  in  respect 
of  prices  paid  for  work  done  for  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  but  in  dealing  with  such  mat- 
ters the  responsible  Minister  should  take 
care  that  the  estimates  in  all  cases  are  in 
respect  of  the  same  article,  and  that 
such  article  is  the  best  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  wish  now  to  refer  to  the 
reply  made  by  the  Treasurer  .  to  the 
observations  which  I  made  earlier  in 
the  debate.  There  seems  to  be  some  mis- 
appreh^sion,  especially  on  the  part  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Calare  as  to  what 
my  objections  were.  I  in  no  way  objected 
to  the  increased  expenditure  that  is  necessi- 
tated by  new  works,  new  enterprises,  or  the 
growth  of  business,  nor  did  I  make  any 
reference  to  an  increased  expendi- 
ture of  ^£826,000  in  connexion  wi:h 
new  enterprises  or  developments  for 
•which  the  Estimates  provide.  We 
shall  be  able  to  deal  with  the  items 
relatinp  to  that  expenditure  when  we 
reach  them.  I  merely  touched  upon  in- 
creases in  respect  of  seven  of  the  ordinary 
items  of  departmental  expenditure,  namely, 
salaries,  temporary  assistance,  postage  and 
telegrams,    printing,    travelling  expenses. 


requisites,  and  incidental  'aad  petty 
c^sh.  I  made  no  reference  to  the  eotpendi- 
ture  of  the  new  Departments  nor  to  the 
expenditure  of  about  ^£12,000  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Commerce  Act. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  remind 
the  honwable  member  that  we  are  now 
dealing  with  an  item  relating  only  to  print- 
ing. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  had 
overloc^ed  that  fact.    I  did  not  object  in 
any  way  to  increased  expenditure  due  to 
increased  wcvk  and  an  increased  revenue, 
nor  did  I  take  into  account  increased  ex- 
penditure in  respect  of  printing.    By  way 
of  illustration  I  would  point  out  that  when 
a  Railway  Department  increases  its  revenue 
by  ;^ioo,ooo,  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
proportionate  increase  in  its  expenditure. 
As  a  rule,  its  expenditure  is  increased  by 
50  or  60  i^er  cent.     No  one  has  ever  ob- 
jected to  an  increase  in  such  circumstances, 
but  a   Parliament  would  very  properly 
object  to  the  increased  revenue  of  that 
Department   being  c(xn.pletelv  swallowed 
by   increased  expenditure.    ''Thaf  seems 
to  be  the   position  in  relation  to  some 
of  the  items  I  have  criticised.     I  had  in- 
tended to  move  that  these  Estimates  be  re- 
duced by        as  an  indication  of  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Committee  that  they  should  not 
be  made  the  basis  of  future  expenditure, 
but  after  the  remarks  made  by  the  Trea- 
surer I  shall  not  do  so.     The  honorable 
gentleman  has  practically  agreed  with  the 
tenor  of  my  criticism,  and  ought  really  to 
come  over  to  this  side  of  the  House.  In 
moving  such  a  motion,  I  should  not  have 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  attribute  to 
the  Treasurer  the  respOTsibility  for  the  in- 
crease.     In  the  remarks  which  I  offered 
I  had  no  desire  to  reflect  on  the  central 
office  of  the  Treasury.    The  Treasury  it- 
self is  free  from  the  objection  which  I 
raised.    My  experience  leads  me  to  believe 
that  it  is  excellently  managed.     Had  the 
Treasurer  refused  to  take  notice  of  the 
points  that  I  wished  to  emphasize,  I  would 
have  moA-ed  jthe  reduction  ■  I  have  indi- 
cated ;  but  since  he  has  said  that  he  seeks, 
and  will  seek,  to  prevent  the  mere  swelling 
of  expenditure  without  cause — such  as,  I 
infer,  from  the  appearance  of  these  Esti- 
mates, has  been  taking  place — I  shall  not 
do  so.      It  is  highly  desirable  that  whilst 
providing  for  new'  enterprises  and  develop- 
ments,  we  should    set    our    face  sternly 
against  that  which  has  occurred  in  all  De- 
partments that  haii^jiiB*^(Ltfia@tfffl@upcr- 
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vision — the  unnecessary  growth  of  expen- 
diture to  the  consequent  injiuy  of  the 
ootmnunitv. 

Mr.  K'ELLV  (Wentworth)  [5.20].  —  I 
have  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  Trea- 
surer in  permitting  the  Government  Printef 
to  print  a  document  which  the  House  un- 
derstood would  not  have  to  be  printed  at 
the  public  expense.  I  understand  that  on 
these  Estimates  I  am  not  permitted  to  go 
into  details,  so  that  I  shall  not  malce  more 
than  a  general  reference  to  the  report  in 
question.  In  order  to  substantiate  my 
case,  however,  I  shall  refer  briefly  to  the 
promise  which  the  Government  made  to 
the  House,  and  the  arrangement  arrived 
at  between  them  and  the  party  concerned. 
I  refer  to  the  agreement  made  with  Mr. 
Beale  that  his  Commission  and  bis  le- 
port  and  everything  coDcemed  with  it 
should  entail  no  expense  to  the  Gorom- 
ment. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  thought  that  the 
Prime  Minister  explained  that  matter. 

Mrv  KELLY.— Unfortunately,  he  did 
not ;  but  perhaps  the  Treasurer  will  be 
a^le  to  do  so.  If  honorable  members  will 
look  at  the  Beale  papers  laid  upon  the 
table  to-day  

Mr.  Austin  Chapican. — Which  item  is 
the  honorable  member  discussing? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  hope  that  the  Minis- 
ter will  not  try  to  shelter  himself  behind 
any  narrow  reading  of  the  Standing 
Orders.  If  there  is  nothing  to  hide,  he 
should  be  the  first  to  court  the  fullest  dis- 
cussion; but  if  there  is  something  to  con- 
ceal, I  hope  that  he  will  take  a  point  of 
order  in  an  open  way,  instead  of  whisper- 
ing across  the  table  to  you,  Mr. .  Chair- 
man, a  suggestion  as  to  the  procedure  that 
should  be  adopted. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  The  report  to  which  the  hon- 
orable member  refers  is  not  covered  by 
these  Estimates.  It  relates  to  the  Esti- 
mates of  the  Department  of  External 
Affairs. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  I  have  only  to 
consider  the  item  of  printing  which  is  now 
before  us,  and  am  not  supposed  to  know 
whether  the  printing  of  the  report  in  ques- 
tion relates  to  this  or  to  some  other  item. 
I  must  ask  the  honorable  member  for 
WentwOTth,  however,  to  withdraw  the  re-: 
mark  just  made  bv  him,  which  was  a  re- 
flectioo  upon  myself. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  intended  no  reBection, 
upon  the  Chair,  and  should  be  the 
very  last  to  make  a  reflection  upcoi  you 


personally  or  upon  your  office.  The  pro- 
mise to  which  I  refer  appears  in, these 
papers. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  have  informed  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  report  to-whidi  the 
hcxiorable  member  refers,  is  not  covered  by 
these  Estimates.  I  have  just  asked  the 
Under-Secretary  to  the  Treasurer,  and  he 
says  that  the  printing  of  it  is  provided  for 
in  the  Department  of  ExtCTnal  Affairs. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — I  sutxnit  that  the 
Treasurer  is  responsible  for  every  farthing 
spent  on  Government  printing.  The  Go- 
vernment Printer  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Treasurer,  and  in  the  Treasurer's  De- 
partment, and  not  a  single  penny  can  jbe 
spent  on  |»inting  documents  unless  the 
prin^  receives  specific  directions  from  the 
Tieasurer.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that 
the  question  of  printing  this  report  is  one 
for  the  Treasure-,  and  does  not  come  with- 
in the  administraticm  of  the  Department  of 
External  Affairs.  I  submit  that  the  honor- 
able mwnber  for  Wentworth  is  entirely  in 
order  since  he  is  addressing  himself  to  the 
only  Minister  who  can,  and  does,  control 
the  printing  of  public  documents. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— 1  have  been  asked 
to  give  a  ruling,  but.  in  the  first  place.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  is  going  to  say,  and,  in  the 
sec^d  place,  seeing  that  we  are  now  deal- 
ing with  the  questi<xi  of  Govemmoit  print- 
ing, I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusim  ex- 
cept that  all  printing  comes  under  that 
head,  unless,  of  course,  there  is  some 
specific  item  in  which  it  can  be  included 
elsewhere.  Honorable  members  will  see 
that  if  I  did  not  take  that  view,  endless 
difficulty  would  arise  in  trying  to  decide 
as  to  which  Departrnwit  each  item  of  print- 
ing was  connected  with. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — If  the  Chairman 
turns  to  page  15  of  the  Estimates,  he  will 
see  that  there  is  an  item  for  printing  in  the 
Department  of  External  Affairs. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Of  course,  if  there 
is  a  special  item  under  whidi  this  subject 
can  be  discussed,  that  is  a  different  matter. 

Mr.  KELLY. — At  question  time  to-day, 
a  reply  was  given  by  the  Prime  Minister 
to  the  effect  that  certain  printing  in  con- 
nexion with  this  report  was  done  in 
Sydney,  and  that  ^^13  had  to  be  paid  in 
freight  in  order  that  the  copies  might  be 
brought  to  Melbourne  and  distxibuted 
amongst  honorable  members.  It  is  that 
matter  to  which  I  nowrdesiw--.tt»^  address 
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Mr.  Groom. — How  is  this  a  question  of 
printing? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  just  shown  that 
the  fact  that  these  reports  were  printed  in 
Sydney  necessitated  a  large  payment  for 
fjeight,  which  might  have  been  a\'oided. 
I  find  that  the  report  prepared  bv  Mr. 
Beale  was  printed  in  Sydney  on  the  8th 
August,  1907,  and  that  the  forwarding  of 
the  copies  to  Melbourne  necessitated,  as  I 
have  said,  a  [payment  of  ^13.  Ccmse- 
quently  I  feel  that,  on  the  Estimates  be- 
fore us,  I  am  entitled  to  ask  why  the  Go- 
vernment authorized  the  printing  of  this 
document,  in  view  of  the  promise  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  to  which  I  must  refer  in 
or;ier  to  prove  my  contention. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  may  inform  the 
honorable  member  that  this  expenditure  is 
not  provided  for  in  these  Estimates,  but  is 
provided  for  in  the  Additional  Estimates 
of  the  Department  of  External  Affairs. 
These  Additional  Estimates  will  be  sub- 
mitted in  a  few  days. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Minister  will 
now  see  the  difficulty  to  which  I  previously 
referred.  In  the  first  place,  we  were  told 
that  this  particular  matter  was  not  dealt 
with  in  the  Estimates  for  the  Txeasury, 
and  now  we  are  told  that  it  is  not  in  the 
Estimates  at  all.  I  think  that,  on  the 
question  of  printing,  the  honorable  member 
for  Wentvvorth  is  in  order  provided  he  does 
not  discuss  the  report  itself. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  do  not  propcwe  to  dis- 
cuss the  report  itself,  but  merely  to  refer 
to  it  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  promise 
of  the  Prime  Minister  that  no  expense 
would  be  incurred — a  promise  which  I  take 
to  cover  printing. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
for  the  honorable  member  to  refer  to  any 
prcMnises  in  the  way  he  is  doing.  The 
honorable  member  is  referring  to  two 
different  matters  at  once. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  can  understand  the 
desire  of  the  Treasurer  ncrt  to  have  this 
question  debated,  but  I  am  sure  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  be  the  first  to  welcome 
a  discussion.  Mr.  Beale,  when  he  was 
seeking  to  be  appointed  a  Rwal  Commis- 
sion, wrote  on  the  19th  July,  1905 — 

I  am  willing^  if  your  Government  will  give 
me  an  authoritative  commission,  to  obtain  at  my 
own  expense — 

the  subject-matter  of  this  report.    To  that 

the  reply  was  sent— 

It  is,  of  course,  understood  that  your  investi* 
gallons  will  not  entail  any  cost  on  Government 
fundt. 


Mr.  Deakin. — Ndther  did  they. 
Mr.  KELLY.— Then  Mr.  Beale  replied 
as  follows — 

The  work  will  not   entail   any  cost  on  the 

Commonwealth. 

The  first  knowledge  the  House  had  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Beale  as  a  Royal  Com- 
mission was  on  the  29th  August,  190^, 
when  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter 
asked  a  question  in  reference  to  a  para- 
graph in  the  Melbourne  Age,  which  stated 
that — 

He  (Mr.  Beale)  is  proceeding  to  Europe  at 
bis  own  espease,  and  will  fulfil  his  commission 
without  cost  Lo  the  Federal  Government  and 
Parliament.  The  Prime  Minister  has  given  Mr. 
Beale  an  official  letter  of  introduction. 

In  answer  to  that  question,  the  Prime  Min- 
ister emphasized  the  fact — 

He  (Mr.  Beale)  has  undertaken  this  very  use- 
ful mrk  without  cost  to  the  Commonwealth. 

I  venture  to  say  that  the  appcuntment  of 
Mr.  Beale,  however'  qualified  that  gentle- 
man may  be  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  cannot  go  into  the  question  of  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Beale,  although  he  will 
be  quite  in  order  in  referring  to  the  cost  of 
printing. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  auite  agree  with  that 
view,  and  I  was  only  incidentally  making 
reference  to  the  undoubted  fact  that,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  promise  of  the  Prime 
Minister — a  promise  which  covered  the  cost 
of  printing — the  House  would  not  have  in- 
dorsed the  appointment  of  an  unqualified 
Commissioner.  After  Mr.  Beale  returned 
to  this  country,  we  heard  nothing. of  any 
proposal  to  reimburse  any  expenses  in  cor>- 
nexion  with  the  Commission.  We  know 
now,  from  the  papers,  that  the  Commission 
was  of  an  unusual  nature,  because  the 
Prime  Minister  wrote — 

It  may  be  explained  that  it  is  not  the  practice 
of  the  Government  to  issue  Commissions  in  a 
case  of  this  kind. 

The  CHAIRMAN. — It  appears  to  me 
that  the  honorable  member  is  endeavouring 
to  discuss  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Beale  as 
a  Royal  Commission.  If  the  honorable 
member  will  confine  his  remarks  to  the  cost 
of  the  printing,  he  will  be  in  order,  but,  if 
he  goes  beyond  that,  he  will  be  distinctly 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  like  to 
know  whether  it  would  not  be  permissible 
for  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
to  refer  to  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 
mission as  a  pretext  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  going  to  the  expense  ol  print- 
ing this  report?  DigitizedbyLaOOQlC 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  —  I  have  already 
ruled  that  the  hOTorable  member  for  Went- 
worth"  is  in  order  in  dealing  with  the  cost 
of  "le  printing  of  the  report ;  but  that,  if 
he  goes  on  to  deal  with  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Beate,  be  will  be  distinctly  out  ot 
order. 

Mr,  KELLY. — I  quite  agree  with  the 
Chairman  on  that  point ;  and  I  made  the 
quotation  merely  in  order  to  show  that  the 
appCHHtment  ot  the  Royal  Commission — an 
appointment  which  authorized  the  expendi- 
ture of  mon^>  including  the  cost  of  print- 
ing— was  of  an  unusual  nature. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — Who  were  the 
members  of  the  Royal  Commission? 

Mr.  KELLY.  —  One  man,  Mr  Beale, 
who    was    a    very    important  political 
element    in   the  community,   in   the  per- 
son   of    the    Chairman    of    the  New 
South     Wales    Chamber     of  Manufac- 
turers.      However,   that   is   bv  the  way. 
The  promise  was  made  to  this  House  that 
the  Commission  would  entail  no  expense 
on  the  Commonwealth ;  and,  in  view  of 
that  absolute  statement,  the  House  per- 
mitted the  Commissic«i  to  go  on  its  way. 
I  now  ask  the  Treasure  how  he  can  jus- 
tify the  paym«it  of  any  sura  of  money  in 
connexion  with  the  expense  of  printing  the 
repmt.    It  strikes  me,  having  regard  to 
the  answers  given  by  the  Prime  Minister 
to-day,  that  this  Commission   may  have 
been  deliberately  appointed  in  order  to  en- 
able the  expense  incurred  by  Mr.  Beale  to 
be  shouldered  on  to  the  Commonwealth. 
I  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion. 

Mr.  Storrer.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  has  been  ruled  out  of 
(wder  by  one  Chairman,  on  attempting  to 
discuss  this  question  earlier  to-day.  Is  it 
usual,  or  is  it  in  order,  for  an  hcmorable 
member  so  placed  to  introduce  the  same 
subject  later,  when  another  honorable  mem- 
ber occupies  the  chair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  the  custom 
for  the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  uphold 
the  ruling  of  the  Deputy  Chairman.  But, 
so  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
he  is  showing  cause  why  this  report  should 
not  ha\-e  been  printed.  I  have  stopped 
the  honor^le  member  from  goii^  beyond 
that  subject,  and  I  shall  see  that  he  does 
not  deal  with  more  than  the  questi(Hi  of 
the  printing. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  can  quite  understand 
the  reluctance  of  sotae  honorable  members 
to  receive  aiiy  infatuation  on  this  subject. 
I  point  outj' however,  that  I  have  not  pre- 


viously addressed  myself  to  that  subject  on 
the  items  before  us,  so  that  the  point  of 
order  is  scarcely  valid.      In  reply  to  a 

question  to-day,  the  Prime  Minister  said 
that  no  payment  had  been  made  to  Mr. 
Beale  for  his  services,  and,  of  course,  that 
fact  is  obvious.  But  the  Prime  Minister 
went  on  to  say  that  a  sum  of  j£6B  odd 
was  reimbursed  to  Mr.  Beale  on  the  sub- 
missicxi  by  him  of  a  voucher  showing  that 
he  had  paid  that  amount  to  Messrs.  Baker 
and  Company  for  making  blocks  for  illus- 
trations. We  find,  as  I  have  already  said, 
that  the  report  was  printed  in  Sydn^,  and 
a  large  cost  incurred  in  omveying  the 
copies  to  Melbourne. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Was  that  out  of  the 
Treasurer's  advance? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  do  not  know ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  method  adopted  has  led 
us  into  scHDewhat  unusual  paths. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  the  Neild 
business  over  again. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes ;  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  on  all-fours  with  the  Neild  case.  How-, 
ever,  I  am  now  asking  for  information  ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  (^vemment  have  no 
objectionable  facts  to  conceal,  however 
anxious  they  may  appear  now,  by  raising 
points  of  order,  to  prevent  me  pursuing  my 
remarks.  I  ask  the  Treasurer  .whether  this 
account  with  Messrs.  Baker  and  Company 
was  incurred  before  or  after  Mr.  Beale 
was  made  Conmissioner  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — After  ;  long  after. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then  I  say  that  it  is 
most  extraordinary  for  the  Commonwealth 
to  delegate  its  arrangements  for  printing 
to  any  but  its  own  officers.  The  moment 
the  report  of  a  Royal  Qxnmission  is  sent 
in,  the  Government  may  print  it  or  not, 
as  they  choose,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House ;  but  they  have  no  right  to  delegate 
the  power  to  any  one,  however  important 
a  political  entity  he  may  be.  To  give  Mr. 
Beale,  or  any  one  else,  the  right  to  incur 
expense  on  the  part  of  the  Commcmwealth 
is  a  bad  practice,  which  I  hope  I  shall  not 
see  repeated.  I  think  that  I  have  submitted 
— with  great  difficultly  owing  to  the  con- 
stant interrupti(His — a  case  which  requires 
a  certain  answer  from  the  Government.  I 
certainly  think  that  it  is  "  up  to  them  "  to 
explain  why  they  have  gone  back  on  their 
prwnise  to  this  House,  and  have  dcme  some- 
thing which  the  Treasurer  only  a  few  yeais 
ago  in  New  South  Wales  turned  a  Govern- 
ment out  of  office  for  doing. 

Sir  William  LYNE.-rrThereis  no  com- 
parison betweenD]^efeMgpVi9^>@^C 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.41]. — The  Treasurer  says  riiat  there  is 
no  comparison  between  the  case  cited  by 
the  hmorable  member  for  Wentwcvth  and 
this. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  was  no 
charge  few  collecting  the  information  and 
preparing  the  report  in  this  case. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  is  a  de- 
mand here  for  charges  and  out-of-pocket 
expenses  incurred  in  getting  blocks;  and 
that  in  spite  of  the  fact  tluit  in  the  very 
printing  office  where  the  report  was  printed 
there  is  a  fuller  and  better  equipment  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  blocks  of  the 
cbaractar  contained  in  Mr.  Beale's  teport 
than  can  be  found  in  any  office  in  either 
Sydney  or  Melbourne.  The  Government 
Printing  Office  in  Sydney  is  about  fhe  best 
equipped  establishment  in  Australia  for  the 
production  of  this  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  charge  is  for  ob- 
taining advertising  blocks  that  they^  do  not 
keep  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  a  charge 
for  making  blocks  for  illustration  purpc^s. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  illustratiOTs  are  fac- 
similes of  advertisements. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  not  Mr.  Gul- 
lick,  the  Government  Printer  in  Sydney,  as 
well  able  to  make  a  block  as  Mr.  Baker? 
Mr.  Guilick  will  "  take  on  "  any  kind  of 
printing  or  illustration  work  that  is  re- 
quired of  him,  and  is  able  to  illustrate  any 
Comroissioa's  report. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  has  refused  work 
only  recently  on  account  of  being  rushed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  are  to  un- 
derstand, then,  that  that  is  the  reason  why 
this  work  was  done  for  Mr.  Beale  else- 
where?   CaJi  the  Government  state  that? 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  was  done  in  London. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  it  was 
done  before  Mr.  Beale  was  appointed  a 
Royal  Commissioner? 

Mr.  Deakin. — No.  As  I  have  already 
told  the  Committee,  the  honcHrable  member 
has  quite  confused  two  different  vears. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  afraid 
that  the  Prime  Minister  is  trying  to  con- 
fuse me.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Beale  was 
appcunted  a  special  Cwmnissioner  after 
coming  back  from  London. 

Mr.  Deakin. — After  one  visit ;  and  then 
he  paid  another,  and  went  through  America 
collecting  informaticm. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  was  this 
expense  incurred  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  was  because  the  blocks 
could  not  be  obtained  elsewhere  than  in 
London,  and  at  anything  like  the  figure  for 


which  they  were  obtained  in  London,  that 
they  were  got  there. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  does  not 
bring  us  nearer  to  the  pcnnt. 

Mr.  Deakxn. — It  does. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  on  the 
point  as  to  whether  it  was  done  before 
Mr.  Beale  was  appointed  Commissioner  or 
after. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^After. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  he  did 
go  to  London  as  Commissioner? 

Mr.  Deakin, — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not  un- 
derstand that. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^There  were  two  visits  to 
Londtm. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  I  must  ask  the 
honorable  m^ber  to  confine  himself  to  the 
question.  The  question  is  not  whether 
Mr.  Beale  went  to  London  as  Conunis- 
sioner  or  not.  If  the  honorable  member 
intends  to  discuss  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Beale  as  Commissicmer  be  will  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Strictly  speak- 
ing, pa'haps  you  are  right,  Mr.  Chairman, 
but  may  I  put  this  point  to  you?  The 
matter  all  depmds  upwi  this :  whether  this 
expenditure  was  incurred  by  Mr.  Beale  as 
Commissioner,  or  before  his  appointment 
as  Commissioner.  We  had  a  definite 
statement  from  the  Prime  Minister  that  no 
expenditure  would  be  incurred  in  the  pre- 
paration and  printing  of  the  report.  Our 
contention  is  that,  to  get  an  excuse  for  in- 
curring this  expenditure  in  the  preparation 
and  printing  of  this  report,  Mr.  Beale  was 
appointed  a  Ccxnmissioner,  and  that  the 
matter  should  have  been  re-sulxnitted  to 
this  House.  That  is  the  pcwnt  which  I 
wish  to  get  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  As  long  as  the 
honorable  member  confines  himself  to  that 
point,  he  will  be  in  order;  but  if  he  is 
going  to  discuss  the  rights  and  wrongs  of 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Beale,  he  will  be 
out  of  order.  I  must  ask  him  not  to 
follow  that  course.  The  task  is  quite  dif- 
ficult enough  to  deal  with  the  Estimates, 
and  to  confine  honorable  members  to  the 
matters  under  discussion.  I  can  only  do 
that  with  the  assistance  of  the  Committee 
themselves. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  The  point 
which  we  wish  to  bring  out  is  that  the 
Government  declared  to  this  House  that  no 
expenditure  would  be  iiwurted  by  Mr. 
B^Ie  in  the  prepan^ticai  ioMll&fi&t£ 
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Mr.  Deakzn. — No;  in  the  pr^aiation 
of  "  a  "  report.  No  expenditure  was  in- 
cuured  in  the  preparation  of  the  report  to 
which  reference  was  then  made.  As  I 
have  said  before,  that  report  was  never 
printed.  This  is  another  report,  made 
after  Mr.  Beale  was  appointed  a  Royal 
Commissioner.  I  have  already  explained 
that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  we  are  to 
understand  that  Mr.  Beale  received  two 
appointments  from  the  GoTemment — one 
under  which  no  expenditiu-e  was  to  be  in- 
curred, and  another  under  which  the  ex- 
penditure of  a  Royal  CommissicMier  was  to 
be  incurred? 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  no  e]q)enditure,  ex- 
cept that  whidi  was  incurred  in  connexion 
with  the  printing,  and  we  paid  for  every 
penny  of  that  ourselves.  Enxpt  for  this 
one  account  having  been  paid  for  that 
purpose — and  on  our  being  satisfied  that 
it  was  a  proper  expenditure  to  incur,  it  was 
paid  by  us — Mr.  Beale  has  never  received 
a  penny  on  account  of  his  report. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  state  for  the  infcnnaiatiai  of  the 
Committee  why  these  two  different  arrange- 
ments were  made  with  Mr.  Beale? 

The  CHAIRMAN'.  —  The  honorable 
raemlier  is  out  of  order  in  discussing  that 
point. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Perhaps  we  had 
lietter  wait  until  we  get  the  Additional  Es- 
timates before  as.  We  are  getting  the  in- 
fonnation  in  driblets.  Later  cm,  I  hope, 
we  shall  get  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [5. 46]. — May  I  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that  we  have  just  had  an 
example  of  the  privil^e  which  every  hon- 
orable member  enjoys  in  connexion  with 
the  discussion  of  Supply ;  but  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  opportunity  has  been  used 
mainly  for  mischievous  purposes? 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  that  remark  in  order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.- 1  hope  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  withdraw  the  remark. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  you  desire  it,  sir, 
certainly. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  was  absolutely  unjusti- 
fiable. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  manner  in  which 
the  affair  has  been  discussed  shows  that 
it  was  lightly  picked  up  for  the  time 
being  to  make  some  amusement  in  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  if  the  hcmorable  member  ior 
PanamatU  really  wishes  more  informa- 
tion  


Mr.  Keixy. — Does  the  Prime  Minister 
really  believe  what  be  has  said  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— After  I  had  given  the 
infomiati<»  twice,  a  demand  ior  it  was 
made  a  third  time,  and  I  pointed  to  the 
papers  as  containing  the  answer. 

Mr.  Kelly.  —  The  Prime  Minister 
pointed  to  the  papers,  but  his  reply  does 
not  satisfy  me.  I  will  give  him  my 
opinion  as  to  the  action  of  the  Government 
in  appcanting  Mr.  Beale  a  Royal  Ccmunis- 
stoner. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  mind  the  hon- 
orable member's  opinicwi,  and  am  not  at- 
tempting to  satisfy  him.  I  am  satis- 
fying the  Committee,  and  am  pointing 
out  that ,  although  all  very  well  in  its 
way,  this  kind  of  conduct  can  be  pushed 
too  far.  The  hwiorable  member,  having 
asked  to  be  put  right  upon  the  facts  of 
the  case  for  the  fourth  or  fifth  time, 
I  again  directed  attention  to  the  papers 
themselves.  A  glance  at  them  will  show 
that  Mr.  Beale  received  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction. It  was  clearly  stated  that  there 
was  to  be  no  expenditure  incivred  in  can- 
nexion  with  his  first  inquiries.  No  ex- 
penditure was  incurred  up  to  the  date  when 
he  was  appointed  a  Royal  Commis5i(»ier. 

Mr,  Kelly. — After  he  had  collected  the 
information  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — On  the  second  occasion 
Mr.  Beale,  who  had  visited  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  a  number  ot  cities  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
where  he  placed  himself  in  touch  with  the 
highest  authorities  on  the  questitm  into 
which  he  was  inquiring,  prepared  tas 
matter.  He  included  in  his  report 
no  opinions  of  his  own  on  any  sub- 
ject, but  simply  collected  and  collated  the 
opinicKis  of  all  these  authorities.  The  only 
expense  incurred  by  us  in  this  connexicm  is 
in  relation  to  the  printing  and  publishing 
of  the  report.  The  whole  amount  is  that 
paid  to  the  printer  in  Sydney,  the  jQi^  for 
carriage,  and  the  one  account  for  certain 
blocks  that,  I  think,  could  cwily  be  obtained 
in  London.  Mr.  Beale  paid  two  visits. 
That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  it 
all.  I  must  sav,  also,  that  I  do  not  know 
of  any  Royal  Commission  in  any  State,  or 
in  any  part  of  Australia,  that  has  been  con- 
ducted in  this  economical  fashitxi.  I  do 
not  know  any  other  Commissi<xier  who,  at 
his  own  cost,  has  travelled  at  an  expense 
of  hundreds  of  pounds,  who  has  collected 
expert  information,  and  mid  the  whole  of 
his  expenses  out^gRfg^^^^i^yo^igrt,  and 


9980  Saimate$.        [KEPRESENTATIVES.]  Estimates. 


given  all  that  to  the  Ccmimonwealth,  re- 
ceiving not  one  penny  himself.  This  is 
not  like  the  other  case  menticxied,  where  a 
Royal  Commissioner  received  a  sum  of 
money  for  expenses  in  Nevr  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Was  it  expenditure  out 
of  pocket? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No,  certainly  not. 
It  was  expenditure  incurred  for  making 
translations.- 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  will  be  out  of 
order  to  go  into  a  matter  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  propose  to 
dwelt  upcHi  it  further,  except  to  say  that 
no  expenses  of  any  kind  have  been  charged 
by  Mr.  Beale.  Any  outlay  there  was  he 
paid.  As  to  his  qualifications  and  the 
value  of  his  report,  perhaps  I  should  be 
out  of  order  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  not  in 
nuesiion  now. 

"  Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  We  have  in  Mr. 
Beale's  report  a  document  which  had  in- 
volved him  in  many  months  of  travelling 
and  many  months  of  labour. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Surely  this  is  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  honorable  mem- 
bers will  allow  me  to  hear  what  the  Prime 
Minister  is  saying,  I  shall  be  able  to  ex- 
press  my  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  in 
order  or  not. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Our  cmly  expense  has 
been  the  printing.  Not  a  penny  has  been 
paid  for  Mr.  Beale's  labour,  not  a 
penny  for  his  travelling  expenses, 
not  a  penny  for  the  mass  of  typewritten 
evidence  embodied  in  his  report.  Not  a 
penny  has  6een  given  to  him  directly  or 
indirectly  fot  anything  that  he  has  dtme. 
No  nxxiev  was  by  us  spent  in  axnptUng 
the  report,  but  only  in  printing  it.  That 
is  the  sum  total  of  our  expenditure. 

Mr.  BowDBN. — ^Yet  we  find  that  money 
has  been  spent. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— For  the  sixth  time,  I 
have  pointed  out  that  the  statement  that 
no  expenditure  was  to  be  incurred  was 
made  as  to  the  first  arrangement,  not  as  to 
the  Royal  Commission  report.  There  was 
no  statement  as  to  whether  that  would  cost 
anything.  But  no  cost  has  been  incurred 
in  which  Mr.  Beale  shares. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  the  reason 
why  Mr.  Beale  was  appointed  a  Royal 
C(»nmis»CHier,  I  presume? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  interjection  is 
out  of  order,  and  the  Prime  Minister  will 
be  out  of  order  in  discussing  the  point  any 
further. 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  the  matter  any  further.  It  is  not 
worth  while. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [5.53]— I 
should  not  have  risoi  again  but  for  the 
acticMi  of  the  Prime  Minister  in  accusing 
me  of  speaking  with  a  motive.  - 

Mr.  Deakin. — "  Without  a  motive,'*  I 
should  have  said. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Prime  Minister 
may  think  it  fitting  in  one  who  occupies 
his  high  crffice  to  insult  a  private  member. 
I  shall  not  deal  with  that  aspect  of  the 
case. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  not  to  allude  to  a  remark 
that  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KELLY. — 1  was  alluding,  sir,  to 
the  last  insult  of  the  Prime  Minister,  with 
which  I  do  not  intend  to  deal  further.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  worth  while.  What 
the  Prime  Minister  has  suggested  is  that, 
although  it  was  promised  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  man  to  do  this  work  was  gtnng 
to  entail  no  cost  for  printing  or  in  any 
other  way,  the  fact  that  on  his  return  from 
one  expedition  he  is  appointed  a  Royal 
ConunissifHier  to  enter  upon  another,  ab- 
solved the  Government  from  its  original 
promise.  But  the  fact  that  that  second 
expedition  was  going  to  entail  cost  upon 
the  Commonwealth  was  not  explained 
to  Parliament.  The  understani^ng  of 
honorable  members .  was,  so  far  as  the 
Commission  was  concerned,  not  as  to 
whether  cme  journey  or  another  journey 
was  entailed  upon  Mr.  Beale.  The  ques- 
tion that  concerned  us  was  that  there  was 
to  be  no  expense  to  the  Commonwealth 
connected  with  Mr.  Beale.  The  Prime 
Minister  may  think  that  he  has  at 
last  succeeded  in  making  his  case  abso- 
lutely plain,  but  he  has  not  sircceeded  in 
satisfying  me  that  the  departure  made  in 
this  case  in  the  administration  of  the  De- 
partment was  a  proper  one,  ot  that  the 
course  that  has  been  followed  is  not  an 
extremely  dangerous  precedent  for  similar 
cases  in  future. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [s-SS]— Al- 
though the  Prmie  Minister  has  explained 
that  Mr.  Beale  went  away  on  two  difTer- 
ent  occasions,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
both  occasions  related  to  the  same  subject. 
The  Prime  Minister's  statement  as  to  no 
expense  at  all  being  incurred  was  calcu- 
lated to  lead  h(Hiorable  members  to  believe 
that  the  Commonwealth  would  be  put  to 
no  expense  whatever.  Whether  Mr.  Beale 
went  away  on  two  trips  ot^on  one  really 
makes  no  differertOeiii^edbyLaOOQlC 
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Sir  WiLXXAM  Lyme. — Suppose  that  after 
lir.  Bcale  reported,  the  Prime  Minister 
thought  it  was  wocth  while  to  print  the  re- 
port. Was  be  to  put  it  in  a  pigpon-hole 
and  not  print  it? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter aMtued  the  House  that  there  would  be 
no  oo6t  tu  the  Commonwealth  whatever, 
he  had  no  right  to  order  the  report  to  be 
|tfio!ed  wtthcvt  a  motion  agreed  to  by  this 

Sir  WxixiAU  Ltoe. — Why  not,  if  it 
were  a  valuable  document?  Did  not  the 
House  order  it? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  House  ordered 
it  to  Ns  primed  it  would  be  a  different 
outter ;  but  if  the  Prime  Minister  assured 
the  H'Hisr  that  there  would  be  no  cost 
for  printing  or  anything  else,  I  say  that 
\^  ou^ht  not  to  haw  had  it  printed  under 
those  crrcumstances  without  the  order  of 
the  Hotise.  He  ought  not  to  have  incurred 
A  charge  when  he  had  assured  the  House 
tlul  there  would  be  no  charge  whatever  of 
any  kind. 

Sir  WtLLiaif  I^vne. — Did  the  Prime 
Minister  say  there  would  be  no  charge  for 
prnaing? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  His  assurance 
afiecicd  printing  as  well  as  everything 
else. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  is  no  jurti- 
catioQ  whatever  for  saving  that. 

XIr.  JOHNSON.— there  is  the  fullest 
justification  in  the  positive  assurance  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  On  the  29th  August, 
1905,  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter 
drew  attention  to  a  stat^nent  in  the  Age  to 
the  effect  that  Mr.  Beale  was  proceeding  to 
Europe  at  his  own  expense,  and  would  fulfil 
his  conmisnoD  without  cost  to  the  Com- 
■OBwcalth  Goveminent  and  Parliameift. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — So  he  did. 

TV  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
smnter  must  confine  his  remarks  to  the 
Triimn;:  of  the  report.  He  will  not  be  in 
order  in  discussing  the  appointment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — I  am  discussing,  not 
the  appmntment,  but  the  printing  of 
ft*  report  And  I  will  take  this  oppor- 
TwitT  of  saying  that  I  attach^o  blame  to 
"SU.  Beale  in  the  matter,  nor  do  I  want  to 
ducos  his  qualifications  or  the  merits  of 
his  apponotnient  in  any  way.  I  merelv 
vant  to  refer  to  the  breach  of  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  I  wish  to  know 
who  authorised  this  printing,  and  why  it 
«u  done  after  the  assurance  of  the 
I^nme  Minister  that  there  would  be 
BO  expense  at  all  ?    On  the  30th  August, 
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1907,  when  the  honorable  member  for  Dal- 
ley  asked  whether  an  amount  was  provided 
in  the  Supply  Bill  then  before  us  for  the- 
report  upon  patent  medicines,  drugs  and 
foods,  the  Treasurer  replied  that  he  did 
not  know  that  anything  had  been  paid  in- 
connexion  with  that  report.  When  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  stated  that 
it  had  been  suggested  that  j^soo  had  been- 
paid,  the  Treasurer  replied  that  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Department  knew  nothing  about 
it.  Of  course,  the  money  was  not  paid  ta 
Mr.  Beale,  but  it  was  paid  for  the  printing 
of  the  report.  This  afternoon  I  was  in- 
formed, in  reply  to  a  question  upon  notice, 
that  no  payment  was  made  to  Mr.  Peale 
for  his  services,  but  that  5s.  4d.  was 
reimbursed  to  him  on  the  submissitm  of  a 
voucher  showing  that  he  had  paid  that  sum 
for  the  making  of  blocks  for  illustrations. 
This  case  is  similar  to  that  referred  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Dalley.  The 
gentleman  who  received  payment  in  th.-'i 
case  was  not  rewarded  for  his  services,  but 
was  reimbursed  expenditure. 

Sir  WiixxAM  Lyne. — Personal  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  understand  not. 
The  Government  led  honorable  membeirs  10 
believe  that  this  inquiry  would  cost  the  coun- 
try nothing,  but  the  orintinc;  of  the  report 
cost  approximately  ;^477  ^s.  Honorable 
members  have  been  deceived  by  the  assur- 
ances of  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  should  be  ashamed  to  suggest  such 
a  thing. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Th*-  Treasurer  told 
the  h(Biorable  member  for  Dalley  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  y?5oo  having  beer* 
paid,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  jQaJI 
ha&  been  paid  or  is  to  be  paid  for  printing, 
and,  in  addition,  two  other  sums  of  jQi^ 
and  ^68  5s.  4d. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — How  have  1  de- 
ceived honorable  members  ?  The  statement 
that  I  have  done  so  is  monstrous  and  untrue. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  ask  that  the  Trea 
surer  be  requested  to  withdraw  those  words 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  Treasurer 
to  do  so;  but  the  honorable  memlwr  for 
Lang  must  also  withdraw  the  statement 
that  the  Treasurer  has  deceived  honorable 
members. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  withdraw  the  ex- 
pression. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  do  not  impute  to  the 
Treasurer  the  intention  to  deceive  honorable 
members;  but  the  ^fgs^ 5iKji©€»5lWen'» 
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made  by  bim  and  the  Prime  Mmist^'  was 
that  honorable  members  were  deceived. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Did  the  honorable 
member  think  that  i!r.  Beale  would  be 
asked  to  pay  the  cost  of  printing  the  re- 
port? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  but  the  Govern- 
ment assured  the  House  that  no  expense 
would  be  incurred.  Was  the  printing 
authorized  by  him  or  by  the  Government  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— By  the  Govern- 
ment. I  presume,  thouKb  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Honorable  members 
were  led  to  believe  that  the  country  would 
be  put  to  no  expense  in  this  matter,  and  we 
have  therefore  a  rieht  to  protest  against 
the  expenditure  which  has  been  incurred 
in  the  teeth  of  such  an  assurance.  The 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth  was 
justified  in  calling  attrition  to  this  matter. 
\o  doubt,  the  statements  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  Treasurer  were  at  the  time 
made  in  good  faith ;  but,  in  spite  of  their 
assurances,  an  expenditure  of  over  ;£5oo 
has  been  incurred. 

Mr.  Crouch. — This  is  a  sequel  to  the 
piano  duties  debate. 

Mr.  TOHNSON.— The  interjection  is 
worthy  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.'  BOWDEV  (Xepean)  [6.7].— The 
question  under  discussion  is,  not  whether 
the  report  on  secret  medicines,  cures,  and 
food^  should  or  should  not  have  been 
printed,  but  whether  it  should  have  been 
printed  without  reference  to  honorable  mem- 
bers. The  distinct  undertaking  was  given 
bv  Ministers  that  Mr.  Beale's  investigation 
should  not  cost  the  Commonwealth  any- 
thing. The  Prime  Minister  informed  us  that 
Mr.  Beale's  first  visit  to  the  Old  Country- 
had  not  cost  anything,  and  that  it  was  only 
in  re^'ar<l  to  it  that  the  undertaking  was 
piven.  T  do.ibt  if  honor;tbIe  meml>ers  knew 
enoup;h  al)OTit  the  matter  to  distinguish  be- 
tween tlie  first  and  srrnnd  visit,  or  were 
awnre  tliat  Mr.  Beal'^  had  on  one  occasion 
a  letter  of  authority  and  on  another  a  Royal 
Commission.  We  understood,  however, 
that  no  expense  was  to  be  incurred  by  the 
Commonwealth.  There  were  various 
opinions  as  to  the  advisahilitv  of  sanction- 
ing the  inquiry,  and  had  it  been  known 
that  it  would  involve  a  large  sum  for  print- 
ing, manv  honorable  members  would  have 
had  more  to  say  about  the  matter.  The 
printing  of  the  report  has  cost  over  ;^5oo, 
and  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth 
was  therefore  justified  in  drawing  attention 
to  the  promise  that  no  expense  would  be 
incurred.     That  promise  was  given  on  two 


or  three  occasions,  in  reply  to  specific  ques* 
tions.  A&  late  as  last  August,  when  a 
Supply  Bill  was  before  us,  the  Treasurer 
said  that  neither  he  nor  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  knew  anything  about  a  pay- 
ment having  been  made  to  Mr.  Beale. 
Strictly  speaking,  that  was  correct  except 
in  so  far  as  a  pa>'ment  aX.  was  made 
directly  to  Mr.  Beale  in  respect  of  blocks 
purchased  by  him  when  in  England  for  use 
in  the  printing  of  bis  report.  The  fact 
remains,  however,  that  the  House  was  told 
that  this  report  would  cost  the  Common- 
wealth nothing,  whereas  in  respect  of  print- 
ing alone  it  has  involved  an  expenditure  of 
over  ;£5oo.  The  Prime  Minister,  how- 
ever, took  it  upon  himself  to  have  the  report 
[printed,  and  since  he  led  the  House  to 
believe  that  no  expense  would  be  incurred, 
he  must  shoulder  the  responsibility  for  that 
outlay. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  33  (Governor-General's  0-ffice) 
jQ2,2QQ,  division  34  {Unforeseen  expendi- 
ture) jQyoo,  and  division  35  (Refunds  of 
revenue)      20,000,  agreed  to. 

Division  36  (Advance  to  the  Treasurer) 
^£200,000. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Xepean)  [6.12].— I 
should  like  the  Treasurer  to  state  whether 
or  not  the  amount  paid  in  respect  of 
blocks  for  Mr.  Beale's  report  was  pro- 
vided out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance  Ac- 
count. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [6.13].— The 
Treasurer  has  just  been  asked  whether  the 
amount  paid  to  Mr.  Beale  in  respect  of  ex- 
penses  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  shall  not  answer 
that  question  because  it  is  not  fairly  put. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  shall  put  it  in  any  way 
the  honorable  member  pleases  pronded  he 
will  give  me  the  information. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  says  that  the  amount  was  paid  to 
Mr.  Beal& 

Mr.  KELLY.— Paid  to  Mr.  Beale  for 
expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  purchase 
of  blocks  for  illustration  purposes.  The 
liability  was  incurred  by  Mr.  Beale  and 
discharged  by  him  before  he  actually  re- 
ceii-ed  the  money  from  the  Government.  I 
wish  to  know  if  the  Treasurer  paid  the 
amount  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance  Ac- 
count? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.14]. — In  answer  to  the  honorable 
meml)er  for  Nepean,  who  first  put  the  ques- 
tion to  me,  I  may  say  thatj  have  iust  con- 
sulted the  Secreta53iiz^^kei<V@^t^r  who 
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is  unable  at  a  moment's  notice  to  say  that 
the  money  was  £u:tualty  paid  out  of  the 
Treasurer's  Advamx  Account.  If  it  was 
paid  during  the  period  under  review,  it 
must  have  been  paid  out  of  that  account, 
siooe  there  is  no  other  vote  out  of  which  it 
could  have  been  met. 
Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Depakthent  of  Trade  and  Customs. 
Division  37  {Ceniral  Staff)  jQzoaoj, 
Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [6.15].— I 
wish  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms  whether  there  has  been  any 
hitch  in  connexion  with  the  collection 
of  the  absolutely  new  duties  recently 
imposed.  As  honorable  members  are 
aware,  duties  have  been  impoe>ed  in  new 
ways.  I  understand,  for  instance,  that  in 
some  cases  duty  is  paid  upon  goods  ac- 
cording to  their  weight :  goods  of  similar 
diaracter  but  of  varying  weights  are  diarged 
varying  duties.  DiiSiajltv  has  been  expe- 
rienced by  the  officers  of  the  D^artment 
in  determining  in  some  cases  the  correct 
dvtv  to  be  collected,  and  I  should  like  to 
bunr  if  arrangements  that  are  likely  to  be 
satisfactory  have  vet  been  made. 

Mr.  AUSTIN"  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs^ 
[6.17]. — There  is  always  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  in  administering  a  new  Tariff, 
and  especially  one  under  which  radical 
changes  have  been  made.  So  far  as  1 
am  aware,  however,  the  dficers  of  the 
Department  have  overcome,  or  are  over- 
coming by  degrees,  the  difficulties  experi- 
enced in  connexion  with  the  Tariff,  and 
ever)thing  is  working  smoothly.  I  shall 
be  >ery  pleased  if  any  honorable  member 
will  p«nt  out  where  any  friction  is  occur- 
ring, so  that  we  may  deal  with  it- 
Mr.  McWir.LiAMS. — Has  the  Minister 
had  brought  under  his  notice  the  over- 
lapping of  difTcicnt  items? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN. -1  have, 
and  we  are  endeavouring  to  prevent  over- 
la[ipinp.  Our  desire  is  to  avoid  anv  un- 
due li;irshnes.s,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
our  efforts  in  that  directitm  are  proving 
satisfactory. 

Mr.    McWiLLiAMS. — There    are  some 
cases  of  hardship. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  shall 
be  glad,  if  it  is  within  my  power,  to 
remedy  any  case  of  hardship  that  may  be 
brought  under  my  notice. 

Mr.    KELLY    (Wentworth)  [6.19].— 
Some  time  ago,  in  order  that  the  Comp- 
tnrfler-General  of  Custtnns  might  devote 
[3543—2 


his  attention  wholly  to  certain  Tariff 
duties,  as  well  as  to  work  in  connexion 
with  his  visit  to  the  Old  Country,  Mr. 
Lockyer,  of  New  South  Wales,  was  ap- 
pointed Assistant  Comptroller-General.  I 
presume  that,  after  the  Tariff  has  been 
disposed  of,  Dr.  Woollaston  will  be  freer 
than  he  is  at  present  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  Comptroller-General,  which  I 
understand  are  now  ably  discharged  by 
Mr.  Lockyer.  Will  the  Government,  in 
that  case,  still  retain  Mr.  Lockyer  as  As- 
sistant Comptroller- General,  or  will  lie 
revert  to  his  former  position"  as  "senior  Col- 
lector of  Custwns  in  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[6.io]. — It  is  a  fact  that  the  arrangement 
to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  has  referred  was  made;  but  we 
have  not  yet  decided  what  shall  be  done 
after  the  Tariff  has  been  disposed  of  by 
Parliament.  .Some  alteration  will  be 
necessary,  but  the  changes  to  be  made 
have  not  yet  been  definitely  decided  upon. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  inform  the  honorable 
member  and  the  House 'generallv  of  any 
change  that  we  determine  to  make. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [6.J1].— There 
iippears  in  this  division  the  item  "  Ex- 
penses incurred  by  British  C(msul, 
Chicago,  adverti.<:ing  Australia,  £^So-'* 
Can  the  Minister  state  whether  the  adver- 
tising in  question  was  attended  with  any 
success  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[6.22]. — The  departmental  explanation  is — 

Nothing  lias  been  expended  under  this  head- 
ing. Action  was  taken,  but  the  proposals 
brought  forward  by  the  Prime  Minister  will 
probably  absorb  this  item.  It  was  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ofTer  of  the  British  Con-  , 
sul  at  Chicago  (Mr.  Alexander  Finn)  to  have  full 
information  about  Australia  made  available,  to 
answer  inquiries  in  regard  to  this  country ;  and 
to  advertise  by  displaying  maps,  distributing 
pamphlets,  and,  if  possible,  showing  samples  of 
the  produce  and  resources  of  this  country.  The 
British  Consul,  who  has  on  several  occasirtn- 
kindly  placed  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  this 
Department,  has  offered,  with  his  Vice-Consi-' 
to  manage  the  office,  and  the  small  expenditure 
proposed  would  be  utilized  to  defray  expenses 
for  such  items  as  rent,  clerical  assistance,  sta. 
tionery,  &c.  The  amount  was  based  on  an  esti- 
mate made  by  the  Consul. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[6.23]. — Can  the  Minister  explain  what 
is  being  d<xie  in  regard  to  the  experiments 
with  Dr.  Danysz's  rabbit  virus? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Those  experiments 
were  provided  for  in  last  year's  Estimates 
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.and  there  is  no  item  relating  to  them  in 
the  Estimates  now  before  us. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Has  the 
Government  no  expenditure  in  oninexicMi 
with  Dr.  Danysz's  experiments? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — N& 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

division  38  (Patents),  £13,357  i  and 
division  39  (Trade  Marks,  Designs  and 
Copyrights),  ;^;3,838,  agreed  to. 

Division  39A  (Quarantine),  ;£8,500. 

Mr,    DUGALD    THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)*  [6. 24]. — I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Minister  has  yet  decided   upon  any 
course  of  action  as  to  the  acquisition  of 
quarantine    buildings    in    the  different 
States.     It  is  surely  undesirable  to  take 
over   properties,  the   situation    of  which 
is    unsuitable,    or    sites   that    are  too 
valuable   to   be    put    to   such    a  use. 
For  instance,  the  quarantine  property  in 
Sydney — which  happens  to  be  in  my  elec- 
torate—is very  valuable,  and  the  trans- 
ferred cost  must  be  wry   large.  The 
questicms  arise  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
have    property    in    that    position,  and 
whether  the  whole  of  the  area  is  required  ? 
Values  have  greatly   increased   of   late ; 
and,  in  view  of  the  interest  on  the  trans- 
ferred properties,  the  cost  of  quarantine 
will  appear  to  be  considerably  increased  on 
a  comparison  .betwewi  Commonwealth  and 
States.     These  matters  require  attention 
before  the  properties  are  transferred.  Some 
of  the  stations  are,  I  believe,  unsuitable ; 
and  some  arrangement  for  exchange  might 
be  made,  seeing  that  the  States  have 
nothing  to  lose,  but,  on  the  cmtrary,  might 
gain. 

Mr.    AUSTIN    CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Mona  ro —  M  in  is  ter   of    Trade   and  Cus- 
toms)   [6.26].  —  I    shall    be   glad  to 
make    a   note   of   what   the  hcmorable 
member    for    North    Sydney    has  said, 
hecause,    to   a   large   extent,    I    am  in 
accord  with  him.    Before  the  issue  of  the 
proclamation,  it  is  our  intention  to  seek 
the  advice    and  assistance    of    those  in 
authority  in  the  States.    It  would  be  most 
undesirable  to  take  over  properties  which 
are  ton  valuable  for  the  purpose,  or  are 
in  other  respects  imsuitable.   Howe\'er,  the 
States  Governments  have  been  administer- 
ing quarantine  for  many  years,  and  their 
interests  are  our  interests ;   and,    as  the 
question  will  be  approached  from  a  com- 
mon-sense stand-point,  I  anticipate  no  dif- 
ficulty.   What  has  been  said  in  regard  to 
the  quarantine  ground  in  Sydney  is  very 
true,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  the 
advice  and   assistance  of  the  honorable 


member  for  North  Sydney.  Our  only  object 
is  to  make  quarantine  administration  uni- 
form for  the  benefit  of  the  Common- 
wealth; and  I  hope  that,  with  the  assist- 
ance and  co-operation  of  the  States,  the 
transfer  will  be  amicablv  accomplished. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.29]. — I  had  intended  to  ventilate  quite 
a  number  of  complaints,  but  the  innocent, 
good-humoured  face  of  tiie  Minister  quite 
disarms  me.  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  gxv^  me  an  assurance  that  any  little 
troubles  will  be  fixed  up  satisfactorily,  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  accept  his  statement. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I   have  much 
pleasure  in  giving  the  assurance. 
Proposed  ^'0te  agreed  to. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Division    40     (New    South  Wales), 

^£75.965- 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[7.45]. — I  should  like  to  know  to  what  the 
item  for  border  stations  refers.  I  had 
an  idea  that,  under  Inter-State  free-trade, 
all  such  stations  had  been  done  away  with. 

Mr.  Johnson. — These  stations  are  neces- 
sary owing  to  the  bookkeeping  section. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— If  there  has  to  be 
this  arrangement  under  the  bookkeeping 
section  on  some  txvders,  one  would  think 
it  would  be  necessary  elsewhere,  though 
that  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden. 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[7.46]. — Bookkeeping  has  still  to  be  ob- 
served on  the  borders,  because  there  are 
certain  transactions  between  State  and 
State. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [7.47]— Al- 
though there  are  large  amounts  provided  in 
the  Estimates  to  pay  the  charges  of  border 
stations  betw^n  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  I  do  not  6nd  that  there  is  any 
similar  expense  incurred  on  the  border  line 
between  Queensland  and  South  Australia. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — There  is  no 
trade  route  there. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— But  there  is  trade 
going  on  between  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland,  and  I  see  no  reference  to  any 
border  stations  there.  It  seems  to  me  a 
pity  that  there  should  be  this  expense  after 
we  have  had  Inter-State  free-trade  for  owr 
five  jears. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [7.48]  — I  think 
the  honorable  member  for  Corio  is  quite 
right.  If  there  are  now  no  Inter-State 
duties  it  is  hard  to  Mn4etstand-,fr^y  there 
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on  the  border  between  New  South  Wales 
and  VicKxia.  Altogether,  it  would  appear 
that  on  the  border  there  is  an  annual  ex- 
penditure amounting  practically  to  _;^2,ooo ; 
and  I  desire  to  know  whether  that  is  really 
necessary.  What  do  these  collectors  find 
to  do? 

-Mr  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[7.50]. — The  money  referred  to  is  for  the 
payment  of  Customs  oflScers,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  an  Inter-State  trade,  of 
whidi  an  accotmt  has  to  be  kept.  I  am  as- 
sured bv  oBacers  that  the  utmost  economy 
is  practised  and  the  expenses  kept  down 
as  low  as  possible.  It  is  essential,  how- 
ever, in  the  interests  of  the  Department, 
that  those  crfficers  should  be  there. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — This  expenditure  arises 
because  of  the  bookkeeping  section  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes. 

Prtqwsed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  41   (Victoria),  £61, i^^. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[7.51]. — I  hardly  care  to  refer  to  the  ques- 
tkn  of  prunoticm  in  the  Public  Service, 
seeing  that  we  have  a  Commissicxier  who 
sees  to  such  matters.  I  desire  to  say,  how- 
ever, in  connexi(»i  with  the  examining 
officers  of  the  Customs  Department  that, 
although  they  are  usually  men  who  have 
been  trained  specially  in  the  course  of  years 
for  their  work,  they  find  that  others,  pos- 
sibly cheers  frcwn  the  clerical  branch,  with 
eight  or  nine  years'  service,  are  promoted 
o\er  the  beads  of  men  who  have  had 
tfiirty  years'  experience.  Conditions  such 
as  these  are  very  much  calculated  to  make 
a  man  do  no  more  than  his  bare  duty,  and, 
indeed.  I  have  heard  that  ppim<xi  ex- 
presseil  in  the  past  by  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Victoria. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Do  any  of  us  do 
anv  mwe  than  our  bare  dutv  ? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Certainly.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Robertson  knows  very 
we!!  that  there  are  ways  and  ways  of  doing 
our  dutv ;  and,  if  there  is  discontent,  it 
canned  be  to  the  interests  of  the  Depart- 
ment. As  a  protectionist,  I  desire  to  see 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs 
properly  administered,  and  while  there  may 
have  been  different  decisions  

The  CHAIRMAN.— A  discusabn,  such 
as  that  on  which  the  honorable  monber  is 
entering,  ought  to  have  takai  place  on  the 
fint  hem.  We  are  now  dealing  with  de- 
tails. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  was  only  endea- 
vouring to  show  how  detrimental  it  is  to 


the  interests  of  the  service  when  promo- 
tions are  made  which  are  felt  to  be  unjust. 
The  cwnplaints  on  this  score  have  been 
very  pronounced  in  connexirai  with  the 
landing  waiters.  We  cannot  blame  the 
Commissioner,  because  promotions  are 
usuallv  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
superior  officer,  who  claims  to  be  the  best 
judge  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  There 
are  many  qualilicatiuis  other  than  fitness 
that  lead  to  an  (Acer's  promotion.  A  man 
may  be  an  irritable  individual,  and  the 
officer  above  him  may  not  like  him.  I  know 
that  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  there 
has  been  great  disoxit^t  among  the  land- 
ing waiters  because  of  the  manner  in  whk:h 
promotions  are  carried  on.  The  Public  Ser- 
vice Cranmissioner  is  placed  in  his  position 
to  see  tliat  justice  is  done.  But  still,  he 
carries  out,  to  a  large  extent,  the 
recommendations  of  the  heads  of  De- 
partm«its.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
has  been  known  in  the  Customs  De- 
partment, as  well  as  in  other  Depart- 
ments, that  an  c^cer  has  been  placed  over 
the  head  of  a  senior  <^<xr,  and  the  first 
thing  the  superseded  man  has  known  of  it 
has  been  when  he  has  seen  the  notice  in 
the  Gazette.  Then,  perhaps,  he  inquires 
why  tlie.  prtxnotuxi  has  been  made,  and  as- 
serts his  own  fitness  for  the  position.  But 
he  is  told  that  it  is  tmf(»tunate,  but  that 
the  promoti(xi  has  now  been  gazetted,  and 
nothing  can  be  dtme.  If  that  sort  of  thing 
is  continued  it  will  mean  good-bye  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  public  service,  and  will  be 
another  nail  in  the  coffin  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  the  government  of  the  Service  by  a 
Commissioner  who  is  simply  a  Czar.  If 
an  (^cer  is  to  gain  nothing  by  applying 
himself  to  his  work,  and  if  he  is  to  have 
another  man  placed  over  his  head>  it  will 
simply  mean  that  cheers  will  continue  to 
do  their  bare  duty  and  no  more.  That  will 
certainly  not  be  in  t^e  interest  of  the  Ccxn- 
mon  wealth. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro)  [7.57]. — I  am  advised  that  the 
cases  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ports  have  been  referred  to 
the  Public  Service  Cwnmissioner,  and  that 
he  states  that  the  officers  promoted  were 
senior,  and  as  efficient  as  the  officers  who 
made  complaints.  Other  things  being  equal 
the  senior  officer  should  receive  promoticHi. 

Mr.  Mathews. — In  the  Custtms  De- 
partment that  has  not  been  the  rule. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  myself 
have  felt  the  force  of  what  the  honorable 
member  has  said.    An  officer's  fitness  for 
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promotion  is  very  frequently  a  matter  of 
opinion.  But  I  can  say  this  from  my  know- 
ledge of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms—that I  cannot  put  my  finger  on  any 
one  particular  case  where  there  has  been 
the  shadow  of  suspicion  of  favoritism. 
There  are  many  instances  of  alleged 
favoritism,  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  probe  to  the  bottom,  but  when 
inquired  into  I  found  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  complaint.  The  statistics  of  the 
Department  show  that  since  the  establish- 
ment of  Federatitm  the  number  of  <^cers 
has  been  decreased  and  the  average  rate  of 
salary  has  been  considwably  increased.  I 
quite  recognise  that  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  deserving  oflScers,  especially  in  the 
lower  grades  whose  salaries  I  should  like 
to  see  increased.  It  would  be  a 
very  good  thing  if  we  could  increase 
them,  but  in  the  aggregate  it  would 
involve  such  a  latge  sum  that  it  would  be 
very  difficult  for  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missicmer  to  recommend  increases.  Of 
course  recommendations  for  promoti(Mi  have 
to  come  from  the  heads  of  Departments. 
If  the  honorable  member  knows  of  any  case 
where  there  is  the  slightest  suspicion  of 
anything  in  the  nature  of  favoritism,  I 
^ould  be  glad  to  know  of  it.  It  is  well 
in  the  interest  of  the  service  that  we  should 
prc^  such  cases.  If  an  crfBcer  thinks  that 
he  has  been  unfairly  passed  over,  and 
h  dissatisfied,  that  is  not  good  for 
the  service  to  which  he  belon^^.  But 
it  is  of  no  use  to  deal  with  this  matter 
in  a  general  way.  Wie  must  have  reference 
made  to  the  particular  cases.  In  the  in- 
stances menticMKd  by  the  h(MiorabIe  mem-, 
ber,  as  I  said  before,  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  has  reported  that  the  oflScers 
promoted  were  senior.  I  feel  sure  that  the 
heads  of  Departments  are  themselves  only 
too  anxious  to  see  that  no  suspicitm  of 
favoritism  creeps  in.  From  my  knowledge 
of  the  officers  of  the  Department,  I 
can  say  that  they  have  to  work 
very  hard,  and  often  very  long  hours, 
for  very  small  pay.  I  can  say  of  them 
that  they  do  their  duty  well  and  seem 
anxious  to  do  their  best.  I  believe  that  in 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs  we 
have  cheers  as  good  as  are  to  be  found  in 
any  private  establishment  in  the  world. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  42  (Queensland),  j£56,22g. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [S.ol.— In 
connexion  with  division  42,  relating  to  the 
\xAe  for  Queensland  officers  of  the  De- 
partment of  - Trade  and  Customs,  sh^Il  1 


be  in  order  in  discussing  the  payment  of 
the  sugar  bounties?  It  seems  to  me  that 
as  the  Queensland  Collector  of  Customs 
15  the  officer  who  advises  the  Government 
in  this  matter^  this  would  be  a  oonvoiient 
and  proper  time.  If,  however,  you  think, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  discussion  should 
be  deferred  until  we  deal  with  the  sub- 
divisi<xi  relating  to  travelling  ezpetises  and 
tempor&ry  assistance,  I  shall  bring  it  up 
then. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  we  are  getting  inta 
a  method  of  dealing  with  Estimates  that  is 
not  appropriate  to  their  consideration  in 
C(Hnmittee.  When  the  Budget  is  introduced 
and  is  discussed  on  the  first  item  of  the 
Estimates,  it  Is  quite  reas(HiabIe  for  any 
bcMioraEIe  member  to  discuss  any  particular 
item  or  matter  of  policy,  but  if  we 
are  going  to  have  a  discussion  on 
matters  of  policy  on  any  division  in 
the  Estimates,  we  shall  go  beyond  what  is 
the  proper  practice.  If  that  were  to  be  al- 
lowed, the  h(»iorable  member  will  see  that 
it  would  be  possible  for  every  question  that 
can  be  imagined  to  be  discussed  on  the 
Estimates.  I  take  it  that  the  division  with 
which  we  are  now  concerned  deals  purely 
with  the  administration  of  the  Department^ 
and  not  with  the  collection  of  the  sugar 
Excise  or  the  payment  of  bounties.  We  are- 
concerned  purely  with  how  the  officers  per- 
fc»in  their  duties. 

Mr.  Mahon. — On  the  point  of  order,  I 
submit  that  as  the  Collector  of  Customs  in 
Brisbane  is  the  official  charged  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department  in  Queens- 
land, where  the  Excise  duty  is  being  col- 
lected, I  shall  be  in  order  in  discussing 
the  collection  of  that  duty,  and  ina- 
dental  matters,  on  this  division.  If  we  are 
to  be  narrowed  down  to  discussing  the  man- 
ner in  which  an  officer  discharges  his 
duties,  it  will  be  utterly  impos^ble  to  dis- 
cuss intelligently  nine-tenths  of  the  items 
on  the  Estimates.  It  is  impossible,  when 
we  are  dealing  with  15,000  or  16,000  offi- 
cers, for  honorable  members  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  manner  in  which  any 
particular  one  discharges  his  duties.  There- 
fore, unless  we  are  permitted  to  discuss,, 
not  the  general  question,  but  the  question  of 
how  the  Excise  duty  is  collected  under  the 
superintendence  of  this  particular  indi- 
vidual,  I  am  afraid  that  our  discussion  and 
consideration  of  the  Estimates  will  be  a 
mere  matter  of  form.  If  you  rule  against 
me  now,  I  submit  that  on  a  later  sub- 
division of  division  42,  namely,  that  pro* 


[i  Atbxl,  1908.]  Salimates. 


9987 


v«Ang  for  temporary  assistance,  which  im- 
iloufatnlly  must  be  an  item  dealing  with 
cfae  colkctioo  of  tbe  Ennse  in  Queensland, 
I  shall  be  justified  in  discussing  the  par- 
ticular matter  to  which  I  have  referred. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  be  quite  in  order  if  he  thinks 
that  the  orilection  of  the  EKise  duties  is  not 
%xang  properly  conducted,  in  discussing  the 
■Batter.  But  he  will  not  be  in  order  in 
dealing  with  the  question  of  whether  or 
not  die  duties  oi^t  to  be  collected.  That 
B  a  qoestion  which  has  been  decided  by  the 
House,  by  the  passage  of  a  Bill. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— As  long  as  I  am 
n:*  narroned  down  to  the  precise 
Banner  in  which  this  crfiicer  discharges 
his  dudes  I  am  perfectly  content.  I  think 
tfau  we  ought  not  to  proceed  further  with 
ifae  Etfimatffi  of  tbe  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs  imtil  we  know  more  about  the 
coklectioa  of  the  Excise  duties  in  Queens- 
land, and  more  about  the  cost  of  collecting 
tboB  and  of  distributing  the  bounty.  I  take 
it  that  the  Government  are  largely  in- 
fiucBced  in  regard  to  tbe  estimates  of  re- 
venue and  as  to  the  amount  that  will  be 
[aid  away  in  bounties,  by  the  information 
nippbcd  by  the  Collector  of  Customs  in 
Brviane.  In  that  case  the  Minister  ought 
to  fatour  the  Committee  with  some  infw- 
aition  on  that  pcnnt  bef<»re  we  go  further. 
The  present  positicm  of  matters  in  relation 
to  Lie  sugar  duties  is,  I  submit,  a  menace 
li>  the  taxpayers  of  Australia.  The  fact 
dut  out  of  a  total  revenue  frcxn  sugar  of 
;£746,ooo,  j^58o,ooo  is  passing  into  the 
pockm  of  private  individuals,  is  a  serious 
maOer. 

The  CHAIRMAN,— I  point  out  to  the 
honorahle  member  that  were  I  to  allow  him 
ft»  (fcil  with  the  matter  which  he  is  now 
dinuinff.  the  whole  question  of  whe- 
tJw  I  bounty'  should  be  given,  and  as 
to  «'^»*tbrt-  Excise  duty  could  be  charged, 
could  I*  debated-  I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  himself  will  see  that  he  is 
going  t«>and  the  scope  of  these  Estimates 

Mr.  MAHOX. — I  hardly  think  that,  sir, 
l«atfie  tbe  question  of  the  payment  of 
hooories  and  the  payment  of  Enrise  is  fixed 
|>T  law.  Therefore  it  would  be  useless, 
if  not  irrelevant,  for  me  to  raise  that  ques- 
titn  DOW.  But  I  think  that  I  may  discuss 
mddnitally  tbe  position  of  affairs,  seeing 
that  the  policy  of  the  Eadse  duties  is  in- 
^ntved  ia  the  eKpeoditure  we  are  now  asked 


The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing 
that  matter. 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  hope,  sir,  that  I  make 
my  meaning  clear — ^that  this  officer  being 
the  one  who  advises  the  Govenunent, 
this  is  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the 
information  and  reports  which  he  must 
have  supplied  to  the  Government  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  pursue  the  policy  which  they 
are  pursuing.  I  think  that  I  can  discuss 
that.  If  we  are  to  be  narrowed  down  to 
the  manner  in  which  an  individual  is  dis- 
charging his  duties,  and  whether  he  is  pro- 
perly rewarded  by  the  salary  set  opposite 
his  title  or  not,  we  should  be  turning  our 
consideratitxi  of  the  Estimates  into  some- 
thing approaching  a  farce. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  the  ruling  wbidi  I 
have  given. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  was  saying  "if  it 
were  so;"  I  do  not  sav  positively  that  it  is. 
I  am  putting  a  hypothetical  case.  I  re- 
peat that  it  is  on  the  information  of  this 
officer  that  the  Government  act.  There- 
fore we  are  entitled  to  protest  against  the 
position  into  which  the  matter  has  been 
permitted  to  drift.  That,  out  of  sudi  a 
large  revenue  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  is  trying  to  evade  my  ruling,  and 
I  must  ask  him  to  obey  it.  If,  merely  be- 
cause this  (rfFicer  is  responsible  for  the  col- 
lection of  certain  duties,  and  gives  advira 
to  the  Government  on  the  subject,  I  were 
to  permit  a  discussion  of  policy,  it  would 
open  up  a  general  debate,  and  I  could  not 
prevent  similar  discussions  on  other  items. 
I  ask  the  honorable  men^r  not  to  refer 
to  this  matter  more  than  incidentally. 

Mr.  Frazes. — In  regard  to  the  position 
which  the  Committee  has  now  reached  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Does  the  honorable 
member  rise  to  a  jwint  of  order,  or  to  dis- 
agree with  my  ruling? 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  wisli,  to  express  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  positi<xi.  As  the 
honorable  member  for  Cbolgardie  did  not 
rise,  I  presume  I  have  the  right  to  be 
called  on,  and,  .should  I  digress,  I  shall 
be  subject  to  your  correction.  In  regard 
to  this  particular  item,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  now  in  the  position  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  allow  my 
ruling  to  be  discussed.  If  the  honorable 
member  wishes  to  disagree  with  it,  he  must 
move  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  is  surely  (ComDetent^or 
an  honorable  raemb^KQ'^feSd^flftsarf^^^t 
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of  view  which  may  not  have  occurred  to 
yourself  or  the  hwiorable  member  for  Cbol- 
gardie.  I  submit  that,  when  we  are  con- 
sidering the  salary  of  an  oflScer  such  as 
this,  it  is  competent  to  give  reasons  why 
he  should  or  should  not  be  paid  the 
amount  allotted  to  him.  If  the  hmorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  can  show  that  the 
Collector  of  Customs  for  the  State  of 
Queensland  has  been  guilty  of  conduct  which 
does  not  justify  tlie  payment  to  him  of  his 
full  salary,  the  honorable  member  will  be 
within  his  righls  in  doing  so. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  was  not  called  to 
order  for  that  line  of  criticism. 

Mr.  Frazer. — If  ihe  honorable  member 
can  show  that  the  administrative  acts  of 
this  officer,  or  the  conduct  of  those  under 
his  control,  have  not  been  satisfactory,  be 
will  be  justified  in  presenting  instances  to 
the  Committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  led  me  to  believe  that  he  intended 
to  discuss  the  item ;  but  he  is  now  travers- 
ing my  ruling.  I  therefore  ask  him  to  move 
to  disagree  with  it,  or  to  confine  himself  to 
the  item. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  am  presenting  a 
phase  

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  is  out  of  order,  and  I  ask  him 
to  discontinue  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Of  course,  I  obey  your 
ruling,  sir ;  but  I  presume  that  you  will 
not  rule  me  out  of  order  for  endeavouring 
to  point  out  that,  if  it  is  within  the  know- 
ledge of  the  honorable  member  for  Cool- 
gardie that  certain  actions  have  been  taken 
by  members  of  the  staff  under  the  control 
of  this  officer  which  are  not  in  the  public 
interest,  he  is  at  liberty  to  demonstrate 
that  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MAHON.— When  called  to  order, 
I  was  about  to  add  that  the  cost  of  collect- 
ing the  Excise— fw  which  this  c^icer  is 
primarily  responsible— amounts  this  .year 
*o  £7>3^^-  Although  I  cannot  furnish 
proof  that  he,  or  any  one  connected  with  the 
Department,  has  been  guilty  of  neglect  of 
duty,  I  submit  that  we  are  entitled  to  consider 
whether  one  who  has  led  the  country  into 
such  heavy  expenditure  should  continue  to 
receive  the  salary  allotted  to  his  office.  I 
do  not  wish  to  refer,  except  incidentally, 
to  the  enormous  burden  which  these  duties 
impose  on  the  people  of  Australia,  or  to 
the  excessive  proportion  which  passes,  not 
into  the  public  Treasury,  but  into  the 
pockets  of  private  individuals.   We  should 


have  an  oppOTtunity,  if  not  now,  on 
another  occasion,  to  discuss  the  effect  of 
this  policy.  When  I  ccmamenced,  I  asked 
your  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  have  the  discussicm  on  this  item,  or 
on  a  later  one,  providing  iot  the  employe 
ment  of  tempcxary  assistance,  mudi  of 
whidi,  no  doubt,  is  required  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Excise  duty.  I  hope  that  be- 
fore we  get  any  further  the  Minister  will 
inform  us  what  amount  of  Excise  is  Hkely 
to  be  collected  this  year.  The  figures 
placed  before  us  were  compiled  some  tinoe 
ago,  and  the  Government  should  now  be  in 
possession  of  later  statistics  concerning  the 
cost  of  collection,  and  the  total  amount 
likely  to  be  collected. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.19]. — I  take  it  that  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment generally  was  afforded  when  the  first 
item  was  befixe  the  Ccwamittee.  I  have 
risen  to  call  attenti<Mi  to  the  item — 

Deduct  allowance  to  be  made  by  Department 
of  External  Aflairs  for  the  services  rendered  in 
connexion  with  the  Immigration  Rectrictkm  Act* 

£300. 

Similar  entries  appear  elsewhere.  Why  are 
these  amounts  deducted? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Custtxns) 
[8.20]. — When  one  Department  performs 
a  service  for  another,  a  charge  is  made. 
This  allowance  is  given  to  recoup  the  Des 
partment  of  Trade  and  Custcras  for  ser- 
vices rendered  in  connexion  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Immigration  Restriction 
Act,  and  is  similar  to  the  allowances  paid 
by  the  CcwnmOTwealth  to  the  States  for  the 
performance  of  postal  and  other  duties  by 
State  officials. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — But  where  is  there 
a  credit  for  this  and  similar  deductions  ? 
There  should,  I  take  it,  be  a  credit  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Department  of  External 
Affairs. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMA'X.— Wherever 
there  is  a  debit,  there  will  be  a  credit  to 
balance  it.  In  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
I>er  for  Coolgardie,  I  may  say  that  the 
total  amount  of  bounty  estimated  to  be  paid 
for  the  present  financial  year  is  ^£573,000, 
while  the  excise  collected  in  Queensland 
amounts  to  ^ro8,ooo,  though  we  cannot 
give  exact  figures  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Excise  collections  iot 
nine  months  must  aggregate  more  than 
that. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAP^LAN^L  have 
given  the  figweg  f^iifipMP WHl©.^^  The 
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total  collections  for  the  Commonwealth 
are  estimated  at  ^746,000.  As  to 
the  cost  of  collection,  the  Customs  officers 
are,  as  far  as  possible,  utiTIzed  to  ccmduct 
the  work  attaching  to  the  inspection  of  the 
sugar  districts,  the  payment  of  bounty,  and 
the  coUectiwi  of  Excise.  It  is  very  diffi- 
cult, except  in  the  case  of  temporary  offi- 
cers, to  d[ivide  salaries  in  accordance  with 
the  duties  perfcmned.  No  special  statis- 
tics are  availaUe,  but,  although  the  work 
is  so  great,  involving  an  expenditure  in 
txMinty  amounting  to  ;^573,ooo  durng  the 
present  financial  year,  the  general  expen- 
diture of  the  State  has  been  increased 
through  the  sugar  work  by  only  135.  4d. 
per  ^100  of  revenue  collected.  Without 
the  sugar  work,  it  would  cost  the  Depart- 
ment IIS.  5d.  to  collect  £ioo  of  re- 
venue, and  with  it  the  cost  is       4s.  pd. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.25].— I  am 
glad  to  see  evidnice,  Mr.  McDcHiald,  of 
your  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  your  endeavours  to  <x>nfiiie  hon- 
orable mraibers  to  the  item  before  the 
Chair,  although  your  perscHial  desire  and  in- 
clination, no  doubt,  would  be  to  give  them 
every  oj^rtunity  to  ventilate  grievance. 
The  general  debate  closed  when  the  first 
item  was  disposed  of.  As  a  rule,  criticism 
of  the  Estimates  is  hostile  to  the  Minister ; 
but  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  good  work 
dooe  by  the  boarding  officers,  and  to  sug- 
gest the  strengthening  of  this  brandi,  par- 
ticulatly  fn  Queensland,  but  also  in  the 
other  States.  Last  year.  Parliament  ab- 
solutely prc^ibited  the  importation  of 
opium,  and  we  require  a  stronger  body  of 
boarding  inspectors  and  assistants  to^  en- 
foroe  that  dedsicHi.  Last  year,  provision 
was  made  for  twenty  boarding  assistants 
an  Queensland,  but  this  year,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  work  of  these  officers  has  been 
increased,  only  nineteen  are  provided  for. 
We  are  suffering  a  loss  of  ;^6o,ooo  per 
annum  in  respect  of  duty  formerly  col- 
lected on  opium,  yet  we  find  that  it  is 
still  being  introduced  into  the  Common- 
wealth. It  is  only  reasonable  to  assume 
that  the  smuggling  which  is  going  on  is 
due  io  the  want  of  more  of&ers  in  the 
Dqnitment.  I  am  glad  that  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  CustcHUs  has  endeavoured  to 
cope  with  the  trouble.  I  should  be  out  of 
order  in  referring  to  the  local  product:on 
of  opium,  but  I  desire  to  point  out  that 
the  Minister  should  not  be  hampered  in  his 
efforts  to  prevent  it  being  smuggled  into 
Awfralia  by  the  want  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  assistants.    A  boarding  inspector  or 


boarding  inspector's  assistant  to-day  must 
have  the  capacity  of  a  detective  and  the 
knowledge  of  a  seaman.  In  order  that  he 
may  be  properly  qualified  to  search  a  ves- 
sel with  a  view  of  thwarting  efforts  to 
smuggle  goods  into  the  Ccanmonwealth,  he 
must  have  had  a  nautical  training.  The 
average  landsman  has  no  idea  of  the  way 
in  which  goods  can  be  secreted  on  board 
ship.  We  need  men  who  have  been  before 
the  mast  to  oc^  with  the  efforts  of 
smugglers. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thouson.  —  In  other 
words,  a  boarding  inspector  cannot  see  un- 
less he  has  been  to  sea. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  This  is  a  part 
of  the  service  which  is  overlooked.  The 
position  is  the  same  in  regard  to  examining 
officers.  The  more  power  we  give  the  Min- 
ister to  deal  with  commerce,  the  more  as- 
sistants we  need  to  give  him.  The  other 
day,  the  honorable  gentleman  determined 
to  issue  a  regulation  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  cornsacks  above  a  certain  size, 
and  an  increased  staff  will  certainly  be 
necessary  to  prevent  the  violation  of  that 
humane  regulation.  I  am  glad  that  the 
Minister  has  determined  to  issue  such  a 
regulation;  and  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to 
strengthen  his  hands.  If  he  had  in  his 
electorate,  as  I  have,  many  men  who  earn 
only  IS.  iJ^d.  per  hour,  he  would  recognise 
the  necessity  for  appointing  more  examin- 
ing officers  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
cornsacks  capable  of  holding  more  than 
200  lbs.  of  com.  Then,  again,  as  we  have 
a  high  Tariff,  the  necessity  for  a  full  staff 
of  officers  is  greater  than  ever. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member's  remarks  are  not  relevant  to  the 
questicm.  He  has  professed  a  very  high 
appredaticm  of  my  desire  to  keep  honor- 
able members  to  the  point,  and  I  must  ask 
him  to  confine  his  observations  to  the  ques- 
ticHi  immediately  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Mv  desire  is  to  point  out 
that  the  Collector  should  have  a  full  and 
efficient  staff  to  protect  the  revenue.  The 
higher  the  Tariff,  the  greater  will  be  the 
inducement  to  smuggle,  and  the  more  press- 
ing the  need  for  a  full  staff  of  cheers.  In 
the  past,  too  many  Collectors  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  selecting  the  wdinary  type 
of  official  for  the  jxsition  of  examining 
officer  or  boarding  inspector.  My  own 
knowledge  of  seaports  teaches  me  that  men 
of  nautical  training  are  necessary  for  such 
positions,  in  order  that  spauggling  may 
be  put  down.    y^taatel^Li^dlgfey  be 
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surreptitiously  introduced  into  the  Common- 
weaith  in  small  quantities,  and  we  need 
expert  officers  to  cope  with  the  evil. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [8.35].— The 
honorable  member  for  Robertson  was  rather 
hard  on  me  just  now  when  he  insinuated 
that  I  did  not  know  what  I  was  talking 
about  in  reference  to  the  deduction  of 
jC^oo  in  respect  of  the  allowance  made  by 
the  Department  of  External  Affairs  for 
services  rendered  under  the  Immigration 
Restriction  Act  I  told  the  hcmorable 
member  that  the  amount  Bad  been  debited 
to  the  Department  of  External  Affairs,  and 
was  credited  in  this  divisim.  In  support 
of  my  statement,  I  would  draw  his  atten- 
tion to  division  16,  item  2,  of  tha  Esti- 
mates of  the  Department  of  External  Af- 
fairs, in  which  ^£900  is  provided  for 
payment  to  the  Customs  Department  in  re- 
spect of  services  of  crfficers  under  the  Im- 
migration Restriction  Act.  At  page  61  of 
the  Estimates  of  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs,  there  is  a  deduction  of  ;^^2oo 
in  respect  of  the  allowance  to  be  made  by 
the  Department  of  External  Affairs  for 
services  so  rendered  in  Queensland.  At 
page  49r  we  have  £200  so  deducted  in  re- 
spect of  New  South  Wales;  at  page  55  a 
deductiwi  of  ;^2oo  in  respect  of  Vic- 
toria; at  page  65,  a  deduction  of 
in  respect  of  South  Australia;  and, 
at  page  69,  a  deduction  of  £250  in  respect 
of  Western  Australia;  making  a  total  of 
;^900.  That  being  so,  it  is  simply  a  mat- 
ter of  cross  entries.  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  help  the  Minister  to  explain  the 
item. 

Mr.  JOHXSOX  <Lang)  [8.36].— In  this 
division,  we  have  an  item  of  j£i44  in  re- 
spect of  an  engine-driver,  who  must  neces- 
sarily possess  some  technical  knowledge, 
whilst  prox'isioi  is  made  for  ^^330  in  re- 
spect of  a  watchman. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  if«n  of 
jCS3°  relates  really  to  three  watchmen. 

Mr.  JOHN'SON.— It  struck  me  that 
there  was  a  very  great  difference  in  the 
rates  of  pay  for  two  men  performing  duties 
so  entirely  dissimilar,  and  that  really  the 
emoluments  ought  to  be  reversed.  But  if 
three  watchmen  are  concerned,  of  course 
the  matter  has  a  different  complexion. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[8.38]. — In  answer  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  tang.  I  would  point  out  that  pro- 
vision is  made  for  a  salary  of  only  ^^44 
in  respect  of  an  engine-driver,  as  against 
a  salary  of  £156  appropriated  for  that 


purpose  last  year.  The  officer  who  received 
the  higher  salary  died  a  little  white  ago, 
and  his  successor  is  to  oxnmence  at  the 
lower  rate.  The  item  of  ^330  lelates 
reallv  to  three  watchmen,  who  are  to  be 
appointed  to  enable  oversea  vessels  to  be 
searclied  and  watched.  Those  appoint- 
ments have  not  vet  been  made. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.39].— 
Under  the  heading  of  '*  General  Divia<xi,"^ 
the  item  "  Coxswain  (including  arrears), 
£162  "  appears.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  why  an  officer  of  the  Department 
has  had  arrears  of  pay. 

Mr.  AusnN  Chapkan.— The  reference 
is  to  arrears  of  increment  granted  by  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [8.40].— Why 
have  the  border  stations  been  done  away 
with  on  the  Queensland  and  New  South 
Wales  border?  So  far  as  we  can  judge 
frcnn  the  Estimates,  bordw  stations  are  stilt 
kept  going  between  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — There  are  bor- 
der stations  between  Queensland  and  New- 
South  Wales  wherever  there  are  trade 
routes. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— It  certainly  appears 
frttn  the  Esdmat^  as  if  the  border  statknis 
had  been  dme  away  with  between  Queens- 
land and  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[8.41]. — The  honorable  member  is  quite 
right,  I  find  on  inquiry.  There  is  only 
one  officer  employed  as  between  Queens- 
land and  New  South  Wales,  and,  there 
fore,  it  has  not  been  thought  worth  while 
to  separate  the  items. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  43  (South  Australia),  ;£28,65i. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.42]. 
—I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  not  a  proper  audit  staff  in  South 
Australia ;  and  I  desire  to  know  whether 
it  is  the  intention  to  place  South  Australia 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  States  in 
this  respect.  According  to  the  Auditor- 
General,  things  are  far  from  satisfactory  it> 
the  Customs  Department  in  South  Austra- 
lia; and  I  very  much  desire  to  know,  not 
only  if  an  audit  staff  will  be  appointed, 
but  when  inspectors  will  be  provided.  It 
is  necessary  that  there  should  be  some 
supervision,  if  only  for  the  sake  of  imifw- 
mity.  But  there  are  great  complaints  <wi  the 
part  of  the  Customs  agents.  It  is  said  that 
the  present  system,  withopt^  benefi^ng  the 
Department,  is  a  giea;t($hcbi»^HQ^Mo  the 
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■gents.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  method 
ss^gesicd  by  the  agents  would  be  safe  or 
vise,  but.  at  any  rate,  they  should  not 
suffer  any  more  inconvenioice  than  is  suf- 
fered elsewhere. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.45].— I  indorse 
vtut  the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh 
has  said;  and  I  desire  to  call  attention 
10  similar  weakness  in  connexi<m  with  the 
aamining  officers.  We  ha^-e  read  of  the 
difindties  in  conwrion  with  Customs  de- 
tection in  South  Australia;  and  I  desire 
to  kncnr  from  the  Minister  whether  he 
thinks  this  branch  of  the  service  is  as  strong 
as  it  mifbt  be,  not  only  in  that  State,  but 
ihroughmit  tBe  Commonwealth. 

Mr.   AUSTIN    CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Mocuro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[$.46].— The  matter  of  the  audit  staff  is 
being  cnnsidered-    There  is  no  doubt  that 
soBte  alteration  should  be  made,  and  I 
hope  to  be  able  shortiv  to  intimate  what  has 
(J-jfie.    In  regard  to  the  change  of  the 
$>«^3i  3s  affecting  the  Custt»ns  agents,  I 
havi  had  representations  made  to  me  pre- 
vvAtU  by    the    honorable   member  for 
Hnulman>h.  the  honorable  member  for  An- 
gis.  and  others.    In  addition,  representa- 
toii  have  been  made       merchants,  and 
th?  emL-aiour  of  the  Department  is,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  meet  the  oxivenience  of  all 
thi?ie  oonremed.    We  always  invite  sug- 
gesti-sns.  because  we  desire  the  business  to 
rua  sooothly,  while  taking  care  that  tlie 
Twenoe  does  not  suffer.     Some  changes, 
Bude  during  the  absence  of  the  late  Min- 
uter in  London,  are  now  on  their  trial ; 
W'!,  only  to-day,  the  matter  was  before 
ni'    Our  only  desire  is  to  do  the  best  we 
*"in  in  a  business  way,  and  secure  unifor- 
oLtT  as  far  as  possible,  though,  of  course, 
onifonnitv  must  not  be  pressed  too  far. 
Thp  practice  which  may  be  good  at  one 
vrt  nuv  not  be  suitable  to  another ;  and 
I  iholc  that  the  merchants  and  others  are 
(■^pnnii^  to  recognise  that  fact.    I  .ngree 
■Hh  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  that 
■e  vhnuld.  as  far  as  possible,  strengthen 
our  *taff  In  new  of  the  smuggling  of  opium 
^!  rth^  commodities.     Wherever  there 
i*  1  Customs  House  there  will  be  .smug- 
Rlin;: .  and  the  prohibition  of  opium  makes 
the  pnsitiiKi  xvry  difficult  when  we  remem- 
t»  the  large  niunbers,  especially  those  of 
ene  nationalitr.  who  will  have  it  if  pos- 
I  quite  agree  that  we  must  secure 
thf  mpn  hAt  fitted  to  perform  dtuies  which 
arp  all  important ;  at  the  same  time,  a  shin 
pus  one  port  and  be  bailed  up  at 


another,  with  the  result  of  the  discovery  of 
fraud. 

•Mr.  WiLKS. — We  must  not  forget  that 
we  are  losing  ;^l5o,ooo  per  annum  in  <^ium 
duties. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Although 
it  is  a  fact  that  we  are  losing  ^^60,000  a 
year,  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  in- 
duce Parliament  to  reverse  its  decision  in 
regard  to  the  importation  of  opium.  In 
my  opinion,  the  greatest  safeguard  against 
fraud  is  the  desire  of  the  great  bulk  of 
merchants  and  traders  to  have  honest  deal- 
ings. They  feel  that,  unless  there  is  pro- 
per supernsion  and  examination,  they  are 
in  danger  of  competition  at  the  hands  of 
those  who  smuggle  or  obtain  some  undue 
advantage.  Therefore,  honest  merdisnts 
and  traders  are  always  anxious  to  help  the 
Customs  authorities  as  far  as  possible.  I 
shall  have  no  hesitation  in  asking  the  Trea- 
surer for  advice  and  assistance,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  he  has  such  a  grip  of  the 
Cust«ns  Department,  over  which  he  so  long 
presided.  Every  effort  will  be  made  in  the 
directions  indicated ;  and  we  shall  do  our 
best  to  avoid  any  undue  interference  with 
the  course  of  bu^ness,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  cmserving  the  public  interest  in  the 
matter  of  revenue. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.50].— I  am 
convinced  that  the  Minister  is  filled  with 
good  intentions,  and  will,  therefore,  be 
guite  prepared  to  give  us  full  information 
m  regard  to  the  item  of  ;^500  for  law 
costs  and  the  preparation  of  cases.  I  ob- 
ser\'e  that  last  year  while  £20  was  voted 
on  this  account,  a  sum  of  ^4-359  ex- 
pmded.  The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
txxns  is  doing  the  best  he  can  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department,  and  half 
the  troubles  are  naturally  nek  due  to  him- 
self; but,  while  be  found  his  De- 
partment an  Augean  stable  when  he 
started,  I  am  sure  he  will  find  its 
funds  absolutely  cleaned  out,  if  he  goes 
on  to  spend  over  ^£4,000  when  only  jQzo 
has  been  voted.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  proportion  of  this  expenditure  was  due 
to  the  preparation  of  cases,  and  how  much 
was  due  to  cases  which  were  actually  tried 
in  Court.  The  honorable  member  for  Hind- 
marsh  raised  this  question  the  other  day  on 
a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House ; 
and  1  think  the  Government  showed  good 
cause  for  their  action  in  that  instance.  But 
when  there  is  such  a  discrepancy  between 
the  amount  voted  and  the  amounts  spent,  I 
think  there  is  some  justifiation  for  inquiry. 
How  much  of  this  mone\-  W^vdu^fbtbe 
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preparation  of  cases  which  were  not  pro- 
ceeded with? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
The  discrepancy  does  look  rather 
extraordinary,  but  I  have  to  inform  honor- 
able members  that,  when  £20  was  voted 
last  year,  we  had  no  idea  that  great  Cus- 
toms frauds  would  call  for  investigation. 
Honorable  members  agree  that  when  the 
frauds  were  discovered,  my  colleague  was 
quite  right  in  having  them  thoroughly  m- 
vestigated  at  whatever  cost  was  necessary. 
However,  we  expect  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  law  expenses  incurred  in  South  Aus- 
tralia will  be  recouped. 

Mr.  Kelly.— In  what  way  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  cases 

are  not  settled  yet.  . .  .  , 

Mr.  Kelly.— Are  costs  paid  before  cases 

are  settled  ?  ,     „  , 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Cases  do 
not  go  very  far  before  a  little  is  wanted 
on  account.  But  in  some  cases,  where  we 
succeed,  we  are  recouped,  though,  in  other 
cases,  to  win  does  not  mean  to  get  all  the 
costs.  The  honorable  member  fear  Hind- 
marsh  admitted  the  other  day  that  had  he 
previously  heard  the  Ministerial  explana- 
tion he  would  not  have  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  This  is  a  matter  in 
which  we  cannot  tell  what  money  will  be 
required;  frauds  might  be  discovered  to- 
morrow, necessitating^  further  expenditure, 
which,  of  course,  would  subsequently  have 
to  be  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.54].— The 
Minister  has  not  really  answered  my  main 
question,  which  was  as  to  how  much  of  the 
expenditure  had  been  incurred  in  preparing 
cases  not  subsequently  proceeded  with. 
That  is  the  main  concern  with  Parliament, 
because  we  are  anxious  to  prevent  frauds 
on  the  revenue.  If  the  whole  of  this  ex- 
penditure has  been  on  cases  in  which  the 
Courts  were  actually  invoked,  well  and 
good;  but  if  a  portion  has  been  spent  in 
making  general  inquiries,  which,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  of  which  we  know  nothing, 
did  not  result  in  prosecutions,  it  is  rather 
a  serious  state  of  affairs;  and  the  Com- 
mittee is  entitled  to  some  information.  Here 
is  an  instance  where  we  have  a  charge  for 
law  costs  and  the  preparation  of  law  cases, 
^4,000.  I  want  to  know  what  the  costs 
were,  and  what  the  cost  of  preparation 
was  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[8.55]. — I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  fair  for 


the  honorable  member  to  take  the  line  that 
he  has  done  with  regard  to  this  item.  He 
has  referred  to  cases  being  aband<Mied.  It 
was  clearly  shown  the  other  day  that  the 
cases  were  not  given  up  by  the  Depart- 
ment. The  parties  against  whom  we  were 
proceeding  pleaded  guilty.  Honorable 
members  watch  these  cases  pretty  closely, 
and  they  know  that  there  is  a  good  answer 
to  be  given  in  all  these  instances.  While 
I  have  not  all  the  figures  here,  I  take  it 
that  very  little  of  this  expenditure  has  been 
incurred  in  cases  that  have  been  dropped 
by  the  Department. 

Mr.  Hutchison.  —  The  Department 
would  have  to  prepare  a  case  even  if  the 
parties  afterwanls  pleaded  guiltv, 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— Certainly. 
The  preparation  is  done  by  our  own  dfi- 
cers,  and  does  not  involve  a  large  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  Kelly. — If  the  preparation  is  done 
by  the  Department's  officers,  why  is  this 
expenditure  charged? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— A  very 
small  amount  of  the  money  has  relati(»i 
to  cases  that  have  not  been  gone  on  with. 
But  parties  in  many  instances  have 
pleaded  guilty,  and  were  prepared  to  pay 
the  fines  and  costs  rather  than  go  into 
Court. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  proportion  of  the 
money  represents  preparation  of  cases,  and 
what  proportion  represents  law  costs? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— A  very 
small  amount  of  it  is  concerned  with  the 
preparation  of  cases  that  have  not  beerk 
g(xie  on  with. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Then  I  understand  that 
practically  none  of  this  expenditure  has 
been  incurred  in  the  preparation  of  cases 
that  have  not  been  gone  on  with  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  must  not  put  words  into  my 
mouth.  I  am  advised  that  every  penny 
of  this  money  is  for  cases  that  have  been 
proceeded  with  by  the  Department  and 
taken  as  far  as  the  Court,  though  some  of 
it  may  relate  to  cases  that  have  not  actually 
gone  into  Court. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.58].— I 
understand  that  a  change  has  been  in- 
itiated in  reg.ird  to  Customs  duties  claimed 
from  oversea  ships.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Minister  whether  such  a  change  has 
been  initiated,  and,  if  so,  what  the  exact 
effect  of  it  is?  Formerly,  of  course,  every 
barber's  shop  on  a  mail  steamer  had  to 
have  all  its  odds  and  ends  counted, 
and  then  duty  had  to  ^(^^^[^  what 
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was  taken  out  before  the  ship  left  Aus- 
tralia again.  I  am  informed  that  a  slight 
change  has  been  made  in  the  method  of 
collecting  duties,  and  that  now  the 
odIv  things  fot  which  the  Department, 
looks  for  dut]^  are  those  of  a  highly  duti- 
able diaracter,  sudi  as  scoits.  I  wish 
to  know  what  the  change  is,  as  the  matter 
is  of  some  importance. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  shall  be 
happy  to  inquire  whether  a  change  has 
been  made,  and  give  the  informaticm  to  the 
hc^Mxable  member. 

Mr.  KELLV. — It  is  only  reasonable  to 
surest  to  the  Minister  that  we  are  entitled 
to  know  what  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  administration  of  the  Department. 
This  is  a  matter  that  does  not  affect  the 
mere  policy  of  any  particular  oflicer,  but 
is  a  change  that  I  suppose  has  been  made 
as  the  re^t  of  an  alteration  of  Ministerial 
pc^icy.  The  Minister  ought  to  be  able  to 
tell  us  what  has  been  done.  I  am  not 
asking  for  more  iiifc»mation  than  the  Ccnn- 
mittee  is  entitled  to  have. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Mmiaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[9.0]. — I  am  afraid  that  the  honorable 
member  again  wishes  to  put  into  my  mouth 
something  which  I  did  not  say.  I  know 
of  no  change  in  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  respect.  The  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber assumes  that  there  has  been  a  change. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  did  not  say  so.  I  said 
that  I  was  infcnmed  that  there  was  a 
dbuige. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  hon- 
orable member  referred  to  the  collecticm 
of  duties  on  particular  articles.  I  am  ad- 
vised that  there  has  been  no  change  what- 
ever, so  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give 
the  honorable  member  any  information. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.1].— The 
Minister  quite  misunderstands  me.  I  have 
not  tried  to  put  words  into  his  mouth. 
That  would  be  the  last  place  in  which  I 
should  trv  to  place  anything.  What  I  am 
concerned  about  is  this :  I  believe  that 
there  has  been  a  certain  change  in  the 
policy  of  the  Department  in  regard  to  the 
collection  of  duties  frcsn  oversea  mail 
steamers.  I  think  that  a  change  of  that 
nature  involves  a  change  of  Ministerial 
policy.  The  Minister  may  not  regard  it 
as  such.  It  may  have  been  done  without 
Klinisterial  sanction. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
^}pna^o — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[9.2]. — I  can  assure  the  honorable  member 
that  if  any  change  has  been  made  it  is 


without  Ministerial  sanction  or  Ministerial 
knowledge.  As  the  honorable  member  ap- 
pears to  be  so  positive,  it  will  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  make  inquiries  as  to 
whether  a  change  has  been  made.  If  so, 
it  will  be  a  departure  from  the  policy  that 
has  been  hitherto  pursued. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [9.3].— I 
notice  under  the  heading  of  contingencies- 
that  last  \ear  the  appropriation  for  stores^ 
fuel,  and  light  was  £^5,  whilst  the  ex 
penditure  was  £131.  This  year  the. 
amount  set  down  opposite  that  item  is. 
j^43o.  What  is  the  reason  for  this  inor- 
dinate increase? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  increase 
is  principally  to  pay  for  a  supply  of  beam 
scales  that  are  necessary  for  the  work  of 
the  Department.  Their  use  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  delivery  of  goods. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.4].— Some 
of  the  itcxns  imder  the  heading  of  cc»i- 
tingencies  have  grown  very  largel)-.  Last 
year  the  total  vote  was  ^£3,730.  This 
year  it  is  ^^4,910.    This  is  wily  one  in- 
stance of  the  growth  of  expenditure  under 
the  heading  of  contingencies.    It  is  going 
on  throughout  the  service,  and  is  quite 
distinct  from  an  increase  in  salaries,  which 
proceeds  by  the  ordinary  method  prescribed 
b^  the  Public  Service  Act.    The  eitpen- 
dituie  is  largely  on  account  -  of  office 
requisites.     Evei^   Department  seems  to 
have  made  a  greater  demand  for  these  pur- 
poses, and  seems  to  have  spent  a  great  deal 
more  money  than  was  asked  for.    In  view 
of  the  fact  that  we  have  ahead  of  us  ccxi- 
siderable    expenditure    on    Defence  and 
rail  way   CMistruction  between   State  and 
Siate,  the  transfer  of  the  Northern  Terri- 
tory, and  increased  postal  facilities,  I  think, 
that  we  might  be  more  careful  in  watching, 
the  outflow  of  the  pence.    Here  we  have- 
for  instance  an  increased  expenditure  ont 
postage  and  telegrams.   I  should  not  be  in 
order  in  referring  back  to  divisims  withi 
which  we  have  dealt,  but  I  may  remark 
that  the  expenditure  under  this  heading  has 
largely  increased  in  all  the  Departments. 
There  must  be  an  end  to  tin's  sort  of  thing. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  increasing  expendi- 
ture through  the  employment  of  more  t^- 
oers.    It  is  a  case  of  increasing  expenditure 
through  the  embossing  of  letter  paper  and 
envelopes^  and  a  ntrmber  of  things  like 
that.   I  do  not  think  the  Department  ought 
to  be  extiavagant  in  this  direction.  Care 
should  be  taken  to  economize  in  these  re- 
spects if  the  af]^j^^^|^@(5Jggf^wealth 
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are  to  be  managed  in  a  reasonable  man- 
ner. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
£5,6]. — I  agree  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  that  every  care  must  be 
exercised.  But  he  must  recollect  that  our 
revenue  has  been  largely  increased.  We  are 
dealing  with  a  considerable  increase  of 
business,  and  therefore  we  miist  expect  to 
incur  more  expenditure  on  postage  and 
telegrams.  There  is  an  increase  of  £50 
under  that  heading  in  this  instance.  Every 
care  is  Ulcen  to  see  that  there  is  no  ex- 
travagance. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.7]-— I  am 
surprised  at  the  explanation  offered  by  the 
Minister.  He  says  that  increased  busmess 
•means  increased  postage  and  telegrams. 
But  we  find  that  last  year  the  expenditure 
for  these  purposes  in  South  Australia  was 
£432,  whilst  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year  is  ;^4oo  —  a  decrease  of  £32. 
Evidently  the  Minister  believes  that  busi- 
ness is  not  going  to  increase.  I  hope  that 
he  will  not  be  pessimistic,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  should  see  to  it  that  economy  is 
rigidly  enforced  in  these  details  of  De- 
partmental expenditure.  Anything  you 
like  can  be  spent  on  embossing  letters  and 
envelopes.  The  Minister  is  usually  opti- 
mis'ic  in  his  views.  I  am  therefore  as- 
tonished at  his  saying,  as  he  does  in  these 
Estimates,  that  since  not  so  much  mor«y 
will  be  required  in  South  Australia  for 
postage  and  telegrams  this  year,  as  was 
rer)uired  last  year,  there  is,  inferentially, 
to  be  a  decrease  of  business !  I  sincerely 
hope,  however,  that  the  Minister  will 
harden  his  heart,  and  see  that  the  most 
rigid  economy  is  practised  in  regard  to 
these  details. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
fo  „]._The  honorable  member  for  Went- 
worth is  hardly  so  logical  as  he  usually  is. 
nor  is  he  justified  in  suggesting  that  the 
explanation  which  I  gave  was  not  a  good 
one.  If  he  had  been  following  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  schedule  closely — as  he 
generally  does— he  would  know  that  the 
Treasurer  does  not  anticipate  such  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  next  year  as  was  re- 
reived  during  the  past  vear.  When  the 
honorable  member  becomes  a  better  protec- 
tionist, he  will  know  that  one  of  the  effects 
of  a  good  Tariff  is  not  to  increase  business 
in  the  wav  of  importatitms.  That  is  the 
reason  whv  we  have  not  asked  for  so  large 
an  amount  cf   money    for   postage  and 


telegrams  as  was  spent  last  year.  It  may 
please  the  honorable  member  to  bait  me 
about  these  details,  but  it  does  not  look 
well  in  cold  print  to  have  him  charging  me 
with  not  showing  hcmesty  of  purpose  be- 
cause I  do  not  put  down  £500  or  £600 
for  postage  and  telegrams  when  I  am  ad- 
vised by  my  respcxiaUe  officers  that  ^^400 
will  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.10].— I  am 
compelled  to  continue  to  endeavour  to 
elicit  information  from  the  Minister.  Now 
his  attitude  is  this:  A  good 'Tariff,  he  as- 
sures us,  decreases  business ;  and  he  was 
referring  to  business  in  connexion  with  post- 
age and  telegrams.  This  is  evidence  that 
the  Tariff  recently  passed  is  superlatively 
bad,  because  the  estimated  expenditure  of 
the  Department  on  this  item  last  year  was 
^£350  and  the  actual  expenditure  £432- 
This  is  his  own  admission.  I  only  hope 
that  he  meant  what  he  said. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.12].— In  this, 
as  in  other  Departments,  attention  must  be 
directed  to  the  largeness  of  the  increases. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  practice 
of  this  Department,  as  I  have  reason  to 
believe  it  to  be  the  practice  in  other  De- 
partments— to  use  the  telegraph  unneces- 
sarily, merely  to  save  the  trouble  of  letter 
writing.  If  (^cers  leave  to-day's  work  over 
imtil  to-morrow  because  they  can  then  use  the 
telegraph,  the  expense  of  administration 
must  be  increased.  Generally  speaking,  the 
heads  of  the  Customs  Department  cannot  be 
charged  with  extravagance.  On  the  con- 
trary ,  considering  the  efficiency  of  rtieir 
officers  and  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  if 
any  charge  lies  against  them,  it  is  that  of 
cheese-paring.  The  Minister  has  admitted 
that  in  the  near  future  we  must  expect  a 
large  decrease  in  the  re\'enue  frc»n  Customs 
duties.  If  that  comes  about,  the  reduction 
in  trade  will  require  a  reduction  in  the  staff 
of  the  Departmoit  and  in  its  cost.  The 
amount  asked  for  contingencies  this  year  is 
j£^4,9io.  Last  year  only  ^^3,730  was 
voted,  though  the  actual  expenditure  was 
larger.  Only  £20  was  voted  for  law  asts 
and  the  preparation  of  cases,  but  the  actual 
expenditure  was  ^^4,359,  and  if  similar 
law  costs  have  to  l>e  incurred  this  year,  the 
expenditure  on  contingencies  will  not  be 
less  than  ;^io.ooo.  However,  as  Supply 
for  only  two  months  of  the  finarKial  year 
remains  unvoted,  we  cannot  do  much  more 
than  protest  against  unnecessary  increases, 
in  the  hope  that  the  expenditure  for  die 
forthcoming  vear  will  be 
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Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.17].— As 
subdiviskm  No.  3  deals  with  the  Ncuthem 
Territory,  I  wish  to  know  if  the  Minister 
is  aware  that  there  is  now  a  large  exporta- 
tion of  l«:ood  mares  from  Australia,  mostly 
to  Japan  and  the  East,  with  a  view  to 
forming  cavalry  there.  Horses  are  now 
bred  in  the  Northern  Territory,  and  might 
be  bred  there  in  greater  nxmibers  to  the 
immense  advantage  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  of  the  Empire.  Has  the  Minister  con- 
sidered the  exportation  I  speak  of  in  con- 
Dexi(xi  with  the  defence  proposals  of  the 
Go>-ernment?  I  merely  wish  to  point  out 
the  need  for  checking  it  in  scwne  way,  un- 
less it  is  intended  to  leave  unhorsed  many 
of  the  mounted  regiments  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  incorporate  in  our  Defwice 
Forces. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  is  the  annual  ex- 
portati<xi? 

Mr.  'KELLY. — T  cannot  tell  the  honor- 
able member,  though  the  figures  could  be 
easily  obtained.  I  am  informed  by  persons 
who  take  an*  interest  in  breeding  that  this 
is  a  serious  matter. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRftfAN  (Mr. 
WiLKs). — The  hcmorable  member's  remarks 
would  apply  better  to  the  Defence  Esti- 
mates, though  if  he  can  connect  them  with 
any  officer  whose  salary  is  provided  for  in 
thu  subdivision,  I  shall  permit  him  to 
continue. 

Mr.  KELLY. — If  an  Exdse  were  im- 
posed on  the  expOTtation  of  horses,  it  would 
be  one  of  the  important  functions  of  the 
offii^rs  of  the  Department  to  supervise  the 
expcKtation  of  brood  mares.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Corio  makes  a  study  of 
military  questions,  and  I  should  like  his 
support  for  my  suggestion  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  consider  the  advisability  of 
imposing  an  Emse  duty  on  the  exportatim 
of  brood  mares  suitable  foe  breeding 
cavalry  horses. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  submit  that  the  honor- 
able member's  remarks  are  out  of  order,  as 
there  is  no  reference  in  the  subdivision  to 
brood  mares ;  and  that  he  should  take  your 
hint,  Mr.  Temporary  Oiairroan,  that  the 
matter  could  be  better  discussed  under  the 
Defence  Estimates. 

The  TEM1»0RARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
The  honorable  member  for  Lang  must  per- 
mit the  Chair  to  decide  whether  the 
bonOTable  member  for  Wentworth  is  getting 
away  from  the  question. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  glad  that  a  proper 
rebuke  has  be^  administered  to  the  honor- 
able meoAxT.  If  such  a  duty  as  I  propose 
were  imposed^  the  expcxtation  of  horses  and 


mares  would  have  to  be  regulated  with  re- 
gard to  our  local  requirements,  and  tte 
countries  to  which  it  was  prop(»ed  to  ex- 
port.  If  action  were  taken  in  this  direction, 
Australia  would  largely  benefit.    The  sort 
of  horses  required  for  cavalry  purposes 
can,  perhaps,  well  be  bred  in  the  Time- 
stone  country  north   of   the  Macdonnell 
Ranges,  to  supply  not  CHily  the  require- 
ments of  the  Australian  Defence  Forces, 
but  of  the  King's  Forces  throughout  the 
Empire.    Every  military  nation  in  Europe 
nowadays  breeds  hwses  on  a  large  scsde 
under  Goverrunent  supervision,  and  cane- 
fully  regulates  the  export  of  stock  and 
the  importation   of   new   blood.  If 
in   Australia   arc   to   have   a   large  de- 
fence force,  we  must  do  the  same,  and 
might    very    well    work    in  conjunction 
with  the  Imperial  Government.    Land  in 
large  areas  can  probably  be  obtained  more 
cheaply  in  the  Northern  Territory  than  else- 
where, and  would  certainly  be  available  if 
the  control  of  die  Territory  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Commonwealth.     I  ask  the 
Minister  to  take  into  his  consideration  the 
exportation  of  brood  mares  to  which  I  have 
referred  and  the  suggestions  which  I  have 
made,  so  that  if  the  Ministry  bring  in  their 
ill-matured  defence  proposals,  they  may  not 
be  lacking  in  the  one  essential  of  a  mobile 
mounted    force— horses.      The  Minister 
should  note  the  seriousness  of  this  export 
to  Japan  and  the  East. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.26]. — I  have  a  question  of  some 
importance  to  put  to  the  Minister,  and  have 
no  doubt  that  his  nttention  has  been  di- 
rected to  it  on  more  than  one  o-x^asion.  I 
refer  to  the  steps  taken  to  secure  identity 
of  decision  in  the  different  States  in  rog.ird 
to  the  classification  of  imports.  There 
were  complaints  that  imports  were  classi- 
fied in  one  State  under  a  certain  hf-ading, 
whilst  in  another  State  tii,=v  were  rlnssi- 
fied  under  a  different  heading.  I  re-ojrnise 
the  difficultv  of  securing  identical  and 
rapid  decisions  over  so  large  an  area  as  the 
Commonwealth  comj)Tises ;  but  I  uiide'-- 
stood,  when  a  complaint  was  previously 
made,  that  steps  were  to  be  taken  t,>  n*- 
move  the  trouble.  I  have  heard  it  stated 
that  the  Government  intend  to  appoint  an 
Inspector-General ;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  proposal  has  any  relation  to 
an  attempt  to  secure  identity  and  rapi<iitv 
of  classification  in  the  different  States.  The 
question  is  highly  important.  I  shouUl 
like  to  know  whether  the^difiicul^es  caused 
by  these  varyii^itde«6vAiflj^@gl^ve  been 
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to  any  extent  overoMne,  and  whether  there 
is  any  proposal  to  still  further  facilitate 
the  giving  of  pronpt  and  identical  deci- 
sions? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPIklAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[9.28]. — So  far  as  possible,  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  cope  with  the  diflSculties  to 
which  the  honorable  member  has  referred. 
One  can  readily  understand  that  troubles 
of  this  kind  are  likely  to  arise  when  one 
remembers  the  number  of  decisions  that 
have  to  be  given.  The  decisions  already 
given  under  the  new  Tariff  probably 
amount  to  over  10,000,  and  further  steps 
are  necessary  to  bring  about  the  desirable 
reform  which  the  honorable  member  has 
mentioned.  It  is  proposed  to  make  an 
effort  to  seecure  it  by  the  appointment  of 
three  inspectors,  who  will  be  able  to  visit 
every  Custcxns  port  in  Australia  at  least 
once  in  twelve  immths;  but  their  visits  to 
the  more  important  ports  will  be  far  more 
frequent.  After  the  Tariff  has  been  dis- 
posed of  by  Parliament,  the  Comptroller- 
Genera  I,  who  is  an  officer  of  wide  experi- 
ence and  great  ability,  will  be  able  to  visit 
the  chief  centres,  with  the  object  of  bring- 
ing the  various  decisions  into  uniformity, 
and  prcwnoting  rapidity  of  decision.  The 
questitti  of  the  appointment  of  three  in- 
spectors is  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner.  We  hope  to 
secure  for  this  work  young,  bright,  ener- 
getic men,  well  versed  in  Customs  proce- 
dure, and  trust  that  their  efforts,  coupled 
with  those  of  the  Comptroller-General,  will 
bring  about  the  desired  change. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.30].— This 
seems  to  be  the  only  division  in  which  the 
expenditure  under  the  heading  of  "  Con- 
tingencies ' '  during  the  year  has  been 
bulked.  It  will  be  found  that  the  money 
expended  is  not  detailed,  as  it  is  in  every 
other  division.  That  seems  to  indicate  that 
the  central  office  is  not  keeping  a  check 
on  departmental  expenditure  in  the  North- 
em  Territory,  but  I  hope  that  there  is 
some  other  explanati(xi. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Ciustoms) 
[9.31]. — We  expect  to  obtain  the  detailed 
mformation  from  the  Northern  Territory. 
The  expenditure  is  made  up  at  the  end  of 
the  ;  ear  

Mr.  Kelly. — And  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended is  simply  telegraphed  to  the  cen- 
tral office? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
90. 


Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division      44     (Western  Australia), 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [9.32].— I 
wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vanment  to  the  fact  that  owners  of  coastal 
steamers  trading  between  Perth,  Wyndhanif 
and  Singapore,  are  difFermtiating  between 
ports  d;nd  between  traders  at  various  places. 
ScHne  time  ago,  perscxis  on  the  ncnrth-west 
coast  were  being  served  wi&  produce 
by  traders  at  Geraldton,  but  the  steam- 
ship companies  trading  fr<»n  Fremantle 
along  the  coast  actually  refused  to  take 
cargo  from  Geraldton.  I  brought 
the  matter  under  the  attention  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  obtained  from 
the  Crown  Solicitor  an  opinion  that,  under 
the  mail  contract,  the  owners  of  these  ves- 
sels are  not  o^mpelled  to  carry  goods  from 
port  to  port.  I  desire  that  the  Minister 
shall  direct  the  attention  of  the  Collector 
of  Cust(Mns  to  the  practice,  in  order  that 
steps  may  be  taken  for  its  abolition.  The 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  under  the 
mail  ccmtract,  has  no  power  to  cmnpel  these 
vessels  to  take  goods  from  one  port  to 
another;  it  can  simply  direct  that  if  pas- 
sengers or  goods  are  carried,  not  more  than 
certain  rates  shall  be  charged.  The  posi- 
tion is  rendered  the  more  serious  by  the 
fact  that  these  steamers  afford  the  only 
means  of  transit  along  the  coast.  They 
enjoy  an  absolute  monopoly.  I  am  not 
sure  what  power  the  Minister  possesses 
in  this  regard,  but  he  ought  to  be  able  to 
devise  a  scheme  to  prevent  steam-ship  com- 
panies Uom  boycotting  the  traders  of  any 
port.  The  opinion  of  the  Crown  Solicittx' 
reads  as  follows — 

The  contract  is  for  a  mail  service,  but  .  .  . 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  compel  the  contractor 
to  take  all  the  goods  offered  for  Geraldton  or 
any  other  port.  Sometimes  it  may  be  impossible 
to  carry  all  that  is  offered  at  all  the  ports  for 
all  the  ports  in  a  vessel  the  size  of  the  vessels 
employed  in  this  service,  and  the  contractor 
must  exercise  his  discretion  in  selecting  what 
he  will  take  or  leave. 

The  contract,  in  my  opinion,  allows  the  con- 
tractor to  decide  what  cargo  he  will  take  for 
any  port,  so  long  as  he  carries  such  cargo  as 
he  reasonably  can  carry  for  any  port,  and  he 
is  only  limited  to  the  amount  to  be  charged  for 
the  cargo  he  does  carry. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  the  facts  men- 
tioned, admitting  they  are  thie,  do  not  show 
that  any  breach  of  the  contract  has  been  com- 
mitted by  the  contractor;  and  I  do  not  think 
any  contractor  would  undertake  to  carrv  on 
every  trip  all  the  cargo  offered  at  all  the  ports 
for  all  toe  ports.  The  laws  as  to  overloa'ding 
would  sometimes  prevent  him  carrying  put  the 
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I  read  that  (minion  only  to  show  that  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  cannot 
oome  to  the  assistance  of  the  people  of  the 
ncntb-west,  who  are  now  relying  upcm  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to  help 
them.  It  is  intolerable  that  these  vessels, 
having  an  absolute  monopoly,  should  dif- 
ferentiate between  one  port  and  another. 
No  <Hie  could  defend  such  a  policy.  If 
they  had  no  available  space,  the  position 
would  be  different ;  but  cm  the  up  journey 
from  Freraantle  to  the  north-west,  they 
rarely  carry  a  full  cargo.  The  opinion  of 
the  people  concerned  is  that  these  tactics 
have  b^en  resorted  to  because  of  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  steam-ship  owners  to 
transfer  the  trade  from  Geraldton  to  Fre- 
mantle.  The  Minister  should  have  power 
to  compel  their  vessels  to  take  cargo  at 
any  port  of  call  for  any  other  port  at 
which  they  touch,  provided,  of  course,  that 
they  have  space  for  it,  and  that  the  cwi- 
signees  are  prepared  to  pay  the  ordinary 
rates.  The  ship-owners  concerned  would 
benefit  by  the  transfer  of  the  trade  of 
Geraldton  to  Fremantle,  since  the  latter 
is  practically  a  day's  further  sail  from 
Broome.  Geraldton  is  the  natural  port,  or, 
at  any  rate,  the  trading  centre  for  the 
north-west,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  deprived 
of  its  geographical  advantages  by  the  tac- 
tics of  any  shipping  oxnpany.  I  make 
the  recital  of  the  facts  as  brief  as  possible, 
feeling  sure  that  it  is  only  necessary  to 
state  them  to  win  the  sympathy  of  the 
Minister  and  the  Committee  iae  the  pet^le 
who  are  bang  penalized. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trada  and  Customs) 
[9.40]. — Owing  to  representations  made  by 
the  honorable  member,  we  have  made  in- 
quiries in  this  matter;  but  they  are  not 
complete  yet,  and  we  are  doubtful  whether 
there  has  been  any  infringement  of  the  law, 
and  also  as  to  our  powers  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  the  kind.  The  statement  that 
has  been  made  shows  the  seriousness  of  the 
position,  which  necessitates  the  closest  in- 
quiry. Immediately  there  is  any  result 
from  the  inquiries,  I  shall  be  glad  to  ac- 
quaint honorable  members  with  what  action 
it  is  proposed  to  take. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — What  about 
the  conmon  carrier  law  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Th" 
might  apply  but,  if  the  facts  are  as  stated, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  are, 
some  intervention  is  required.  The  mat- 
ter shall  have  my  closest  attention. 


Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.41].— I 
should  like  to  ask  what  has  been  done  in 
Western  Australia  in  connexion  with  the 
gbods  traffic  to  Geraldton  for  tranship- 
ment by  sea  to  Fremantle.  I  understand 
that  a  few  years  ago  the  Western  Australian 
Government  charged  less  freight  on  goods 
which  were  carried  over  Government  lines 
and  intended  for  shipment  on  the  Govern- 
ment steamers,  than  was  diarged  on  goods 
which  were  intended  to  be  shipped  on  ves- 
sels belonging  to  some  ounpeting  line.  This 
question  was  brought  before  the  House  as 
a  constitutional  point  some  years  ago,  and  I 
desire  to  know  whether  the  practice  is  con- 
tinued. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  am  not  aware 
of  the  facts,  but  I  shall  make  inquiries. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [9.43].— The 
honorable  member's  recollection  of  the  facts 
is  somewhat  topsy-turvy.  A  private  rail- 
way company  has  a  line  between  Mid- 
land Junction  and  Walkaway,  and  thev 
charged  excessive  prices  to  the  people  of  the 
Murchiswi  gold-fields  for  the  carriage  of 
goods  frcMn  Perth  to  Cue.  After  repeated 
and  vain  efforts  to  induce  the  railway  com- 
pany to  reduce  their  rates  to  reasonable 
limits,  the  Government  put  on  a  steamer,  I 
think  the  /ulia  Percy,  and  ran  gcxxls  from 
Fremantle  to  Geraldton,  and  thence  on  the 
Government  line  to  Cue.  These  are  the 
facts  so  far  as  I  remember. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.44].— 
That  is  what  I  intended  to  con- 
vey. I  mean  that  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Government  were  charging  a  lesser 
freight  on  goods  carried  over  their  own 
lines,  and  intended  to  be  shipped  in  a  Go- 
^'e^nment  steamer,  than  they  were  charging 
for  the  carriage  of  goods  intended  to  be 
ccmveyed  in  some  other  vessel. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  know  nothing  about 
that. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Division  45  (Tasmania),  £S,^j6,  agreed. 

to. 

Department  of  Defence. 
Division   46   (Central  Administration), 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.45!.— At 
this  late  hour  it  is  hardly  fair,  I  think,  to 
ask  honorable  members  to  discuss  the  far- 
reaching  Defence  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  EwiNG.— All  this  money  has  already 
been  voted. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  the  consideration  of 
the  first  item  of  tiiptilSef^akbiiidi&Slfids  us 
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the  only  opportunity  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  Government  policy. 

Mr.  Ew7NG. — The  honorable  member  is 
not  talking  of  the  new  defence  policy? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  am  speaking  of  the 
Govonment  defence  policy  generally.  We 
are  now  asked  to  vote  large  sums  of  money 
for  a  defence  force  which  is  on  what  may 
be  broadly  called  the  militia  principle,  al- 
though we  know  nothing  definite  as  to 
whether  the  Government  intend  to  main- 
tain or  supersede  that  principle. 

Mr.  Crouch. — We  can  do  nothing  with- 
out a  Bill. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  we  are  asked  to  rote 
this  money  for  the  upkeep  of  a  certain  s>-s- 
tem,  when  we  are  not  certain  whether  that 
system  is  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  system  must  continue 
for  two  months. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Owing  to  the  uncertamty 
which  exists  right  through  the  Department 
as  to  the  continuance  of  the  system,  a  great 
deal  of  harm  is  being  done  to  the  Defence 
Forces  of  Australia;  and  the  socwier  we 
know  definitely  the  intenti<»is  of  the  Go- 
vernment the  better.  I  have  read  the 
Prime  Minister's  celebrated  speech  with  the 
pleasure  which  that  gentleman's  speeches 
always  affwd,  but  I  cannot  find  out  from 
that  speech  what  the  Government  intentions 
are  in  regard  to  the  militia  system.  In  the 
first  part  of  the  speech,  for  instance,  I  saw 
that  the  militia  system  is  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  Hutchison.- -Not  abolished,  but 
absorbed. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Absorbed,  much  in  the 
sense,  I  suppose,  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Lang  was  nearly  absorbed  by  the  croco- 
dile—that is,  a  kind  of  absorption  that  is 
practically  destruction.  Then  in  another 
part  of  the  speech  we  are  told  that  the 
Prime  Minister's  intention  is  to  elevate  the 
status  of  the  militia,  and  we  have  a  right  to 
know  what  he  is  going  to  do — absorb  or 
elevate  ?  Is  the  elevation  to  be  by  means 
of  a  bomb,  or  by  some  more  gentle  pro- 
cess? 

Mr.  EwiNC. — Whatever  the  process,  no- 
thing can  be  done  under  these  Estimates. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  this  is  the  only  op- 
portunity we  have  of  ascertaining  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Government. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Before  any  alteration  is 
made  of  the  kind  su^^ted,  the  House  will 
have  the  fullest  opportunity  of  ccHisidering 
it,  and  subsequently  a  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced. 


Mr.  KELLY. — But  in  the  meanwhile  I 
think  the  forces  have  a  right  to  expect  some 
sort  of  declaration  from  the  Government. 
We  know  that  the  Prime  Minister  does  not 
now  propose  to  go  ahead  with  the  scheme 
in  toto,  but  that  the  intention  now  is  to  rurt 
the  militia  system  side  by  side  with  the  new 
national  guard  system. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— That  is  a  matter  to  be 
dealt  with  on  the  next  Estimates. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Of  course,  I  know  that 
it  is  more  cwnfortable  to  put  off  trouble. 
We  shall  not  have  the  next  Estimates  until 
next  year. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — And  I  premise  that  no- 
thing shall  be  done  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  am  delighted  to  hear 
that  the  Ministrj-  propose  to  do  nothing  ! 
They  have  been  doing  that  for  the  last 
five  or  six  years. in  connexion  with  the  De- 
fence Fcffces. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Do  1  understand  that  no 
Bill  will  be  brought  in  during  the  next 
twelve  months? 

Mr.  EwiNc. — What  I  said  was  that  no- 
thing will  be  done  to  alter  the  status  of 
the  Defence  Department  without  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House. 

Mr.  KELLY. — That  does  not  get  us  any 
"  forrader."  A  Bill  may  be  introduced  at 
the  fag  end  of  the  session,  or  a  measure  of 
glorious  proportions  and  somewhat  uncer- 
tain details  may  be  brought  down  just 
when  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the 
enthusiasm  incidental  to  the  visit  of 
the  American  fleet.  I  am  as  full 
of  martial  enthusiasm  as  is  even  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio,  but  these  are 
matters  I  prefer  to  deal,  with  in  a>ld  blood ; 
and,  therefore,  I  suggest  that  it  would  be 
better  to  report  progress  now.  Personally. 
I  have  no  desire  to  impede  the  passage  of 
the  Estimates,  nor  do  I  think  such  a  de- 
sire is  shared  by  honorable  members  on 
this  side.  It  is  only  courteous,  however, 
to  the  House  in  a  matter  of  such  import- 
ance, to  give  an  opportunity  for  a  rational 
discussion. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — It  is  only  to  o'clock.  Let 
us  go  on  for  another  hour. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.52].— What 
would  be  the  use  of  honorable  members 
ccraing  prepared  to  discuss  these  Estimates 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  money 
has  practically  been  expended.  This  is  onlv 
another  instance  of  the  evil  of  Supply 
Bills.  Here,  in  Estimates  involving  lar^ 
sums  of  mttiey,  we  have  no  power  of  re- 
vision,  iDspection^.^^or^^si@^(eTen 
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months  of  the  financial  year  have  already 
expired,  and  we  have  no  power  whatever 
over  this  expenditure  of  some  j^joo.ooo 
odd.  We  can,  however,  obtain  fr<xn  the 
Minister  some  definite  statement  as  to  the 
time  when  we  may  expect  the  Defence  Bill 
to  be  introduced.  I  did  hope,  after  the 
elaborate  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  a 
few  mcxiths  ago,  that  this  session  would  not 
be  allowed  to  close  without  our  having  dealt 
with  this  matter.  The  Prime  Minister 
placed  befiM'e  honorable  members  a  novel 
idea  as  to  policy,  not  of  his  own,  but  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  based  on  expert  advice. 
When  I  made  some  inquiry  as  to  the  cost, 
the  honcM-able  gentleman  informed  me  that 
the  calculatiois  were  not  his,  but  were 
those  of  officers  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment. From  that  day  undl  now  we  have 
noticed  the  Minister  of  Defence  taking  his 
part,  and  the  Prime  Minister  taking  more 
than  his  part,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Depart- 
ment. I  desire  to  know  when  we  are  likely 
to  have  the  Defence  Bill  introduced,  and 
whether  it  will  be  laid  before  us  contem- 
poraneo-jsly  with  the  Estimates  next  year? 
An  intimation  such  as  I  desire  would 
simplify  the  position,  and,  I  am  sure, 
facilitate  business.  I  draw  attenticm  to 
the  fact  that  upon  these  Estimates  there 
is  an  increase  for  1907-8  over  1906-7  of 
jQSg.ooo.  I  should  like  the  Minister  to 
explain  upcm  what  lines  that  increase  is 
warranted.  It  may  not  be  a  good  thing 
to  remind  him  of  past  promises,  but  cMie 
of  the  strongest  arguments  for  Federation 
placed  before  the  people  seven  or  eight 
years  ago  was  that  by  the  abolitiai  of  the 
six  separate  systems  of  defence  that  existed 
in  pre- Federal  days,  the  expenditure  would 
be  greatly  reduced.  But  the  fact  is  that 
the  expenditure  to-day  is  much  larger  dian 
it  eror  was  before.  I  am  not  here  to 
argue  that  there  is  no  warrant  for  this  in- 
crease. But  certainly  there  is  no  evidence 
of  an  inclination  to  carry  out  the  promise 
that  was  made  to  the  people  that  we 
should  have  a  more  efficient  defence  ser- 
vice at  a  reduced  cost.  We  necessarily 
have  to  rely  to  a  great  extent  upon  our  ex- 
pert officers  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
amounts  which  we  are  a.<!ked  to  vote.  We 
are  not  in  a  position  to  know  whether  the 
expenditure  is  warranted  or  not.  The 
dvil  authority  cannot  say  whether  the  sums 
required  are  extravagant.  Even  the  poli- 
tical head  of  the  Department  is  very  little 
more  versed  in  these  matters  than  ordinary 
members  are.  However  good  the  infor- 
mation which  he  supplies  to  us  may  be. 


and  however  laudable  his  intentions  may 
be,  the  military  heads  of  the  Department 
■are  the  only  parsons  who  can  give  us  satis- 
factory assurances  with  regard  to  ninety- 
nine  items  out  of  a  hundred  in  connexion 
with  the  Defence  Department.  Indeed, 
the  only  true  test  of  whether  our  defences 
are  efficient  in  the  test  of  war.  Australia 
has  never  yet  been  plunged  into  war,  and 
I  hope  she  never  will  he.  But  without 
that  test  we  have  to  take  things  on  trust. 
We  cannot  discuss  these  Estimates  without 
having  regard  to  the  new  defence  policy  of 
the  Government.  When  is  that  policy  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  House?  We  were 
told  by  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  defence 
speech  that  the  present  political  head  of 
the  Department  was  an  enthusiast  of  the 
warmest  kind,  and  that  no  man  who  had 
been  at  the  head  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment had  the  details  at  his  fingers'  ends 
to  such  a.  degree  as  the  present  Minister 
has. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — He  never  said  that. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Prime  Minister 
spoke  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  even 
more  eulogistic  terms  than  I  can  do.  Per- 
sonally I  regret  that  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence surrendered  his  responsibilities  in 
allowing  the  Prime  Minister  to  declare  the 
defence  policy  of  the  Government.  Al- 
though the  speech  was  most  eloquently  de- 
livered, it  ought  to  have  come  from  the 
Minister  himself. 

Mr.  EwiNC. — It  was  big  enough  as  a 
statement  of  policy  to  come  fxom  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  was  surprised  that 
such  a  stickler  for  propriety  as  the  Min- 
ister did  not  insist  upcm  delivering  the 
speech  outlining  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Here,  however,  we  have  an  increase 
of  ;^89,ooo,  and  the  least  that  the  Minis- 
ter can  do  is  to  explain  why  it  is  necessary. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  this' is  a  party  ques- 
tiwi.  It  can  be  approached  without  the 
slightest  idea  of  party  feeling.  If  any- 
thing concerns  the  people  of  Australia  as 
a  whole,  it  is  the  defence  of  their  country. 
Whatever  criticisms  are  presented  are  not 
hostile  to  the  Minister  personallv.  We 
merely  seek  for  information  as  to  these 
large  increases.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  me,  too,  that  the  naval  are  out  of  all 
proporti<xi  to  the  military  Estimates.  Tor 
the  purposes  of  a  sea-bound  continent  like 
ours,  the  provision  for  naval  defence  ought 
to  be  larger  P«»^r^io^t^(tft:^t«'»<fe 
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for  military  defence.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  Government  pay  more  attention  to  the 
naval  side  of  the  question,  and  less  to  the' 
military  side.  The  naval  expenditure 
this  year  is  ;^6o,ooo  —  and  that  for 
a  continent  with  a  coast-line  of  8,000  miles 
and  with  an  enormous  volume  of  com- 
merce, which  is  growing  out  of  proporti(m 
to  that  of  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
Our  coastal  trade  is  also  very  large.  If 
there  is  to  be  efficient  defence  at  all,  or  if 
there  is  any  danger  of  invasion,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  our  naval  provision  is  suf- 
ficient. The  military  expenditure  is 
^^614,000,  whilst  we  propose  to  spend 
only  ;^6o,ooo  on  naval  defence. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^Therc  is  also  ;^2So,ooo 
for  naval  purposes,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  find  on  page  72. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  part  of  the  new 
defence  provision  of  the  Government.  But 
we  cannot  discuss  that  now.  I  am  talk- 
ing of  the  Estimates  for  the  year.  The 
proportion  of  naval  expenditure  to  mili- 
tary is  as  one  to  ten. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  the  Min- 
ister might  tell  us  what  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  Governmoit  to  carry  out  their 
new  schme. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  am  hopeful  of  extrnct- 
ing  some  information  as  to  when  the  De- 
fence Bill  will  be  brought  forward,  and 
whether  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  it  this  session. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Do  jhe  Go- 
vernment even  know  the  cost  of  their 
scheme? 

Mr.  WILKS. — If  the  approximate  cost 
is  given  to  us  it  will  be  sufficient.  The 
Prime  Minister  in  his  speech  tried  to  make 
us  believe  that  all  these  new  plans  would 
be  carried  otit  for  practically  the  same 
monev  as  has  hitherto  been  expended. 
When  I  asked  him  whether  the  figures  were 
his  own,  he  said  "God  forbid;  they  are 
not."  I  certainly  was  not  satisfied  that 
the  new  scheme  could  be  carried  out  for 
the  same  ncpenditure  as  in  1906-7.  I 
do  not  blame  the  experts  for  asking  for 
increased  expenditure.  "Hiere  is  no 
science  that  is  so  little  exact  in  re- 
gard to  its  estimates  as  is  military  science. 
The  estimates  are  always  more  or  less 
speculative.  The  Minister  does  not  know 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  sufficient.  He 
mav  he  told  by  his  officers  that 
we  have,  for  example,  for  its  size, 
the  best  enulpped  transport  service 
in    the    world;    but    we     know  that 


if  suburban  butchers,  bakers,  and  grocers 
could  not  convey  supplies  to  our  encamp- 
ments, the  result  would  be  disastrous.  We 
have  certainly  not  an  efficiait  transp<»t 
service.  Howevo*,  it  is  fatuous  to  suggest 
any  improvements  on  the  present  system. 
The  only  thing  I  can  hope  for  is  to  elicit 
inf(»mation  from  the  Minister.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  made  a  good 
pomt  when  he  said  that  the  Ministry  would 
probably  be  astute  enough  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  enthusiasm  caused  by  the  visit 
of  the  American  fleet  to  launch  their  de- 
fence scheme.  A  man  with  a  cork  eye, 
as  they  say  in  Queensland,  could  see  that 
they  could  not,  in  their  own  interest,  take 
a  better  occasion.  We  do  not  wish  the 
matter  to  be  pushed  through  in  that  way, 
however,  though  I  should  be  glad  if  what- 
ever enthusiasm  results  has  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing our  naval  expenditure.  Many  in- 
teresting subjects  could  be  dealt  with  on 
these  Estimates ;  but  they  are  tetter  re- 
served for  another  occasion.  We  have  to 
find  out  what  arm  of  the  Defence  Force  is 
weakest,  and  most  requires  attention,  and 
how  we  can  get  most  return  for  our  ex- 
penditure. The  true  test  of  an  army's 
efficiency  is  warfare.  To  render  our  fcmres 
efficient  in  war,  I  would  gladly  vote  any 
reasonable  sum. 

Mr.  HuTcrasoN. — What  would  the  hon- 
orable member  call  a  reasonable  sum? 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  depends  dh  circum- 
stances. No  amount  would  be  unreasonable 
during  the  progress  of  a  war.  For  vears 
the  Labour  Party  has  preached  the  most 
rigid  economy  in  regard  to  military  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  HtJTCHisoN. — Only  in  certain  direc- 
tions. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  a  test  proved  that  our 
military  service  had  been  starved,  the 
Labour  Party  would  be  the  first  to  find 
fault.  According  to  some  honorable  mem- 
bers, there  is  no  need  for  a  Defence  Force  ; 
but  I  am  oxiservative  enough  to  take  the 
opposite  view.  I  do  not  regard  the  whole 
world  as  my  brother,  and  in  time  of  trouble 
I  ^ould  like  to  see  the  British  peonies 
predominate.  I  do  not  cavil  at  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  honorable  member  for 
Richmond,  who,  perhaps,  has  done  better 
than  his  predecessors,  though,  very  likelv, 
the  same  thing  will  be  said  of  the  man  who 
follows  him.  The  political  head  of  the 
Defence  Department  who  wishes  to  intro- 
duce new  ideas  has  a  sorry  tjni^,,  b^c^use 
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be  has  to  rely  so  oxnpletely  on  his  exoert 
advisers.  Probably,  however,  a  shrewd 
man.  like  the  ipresent  Minister,  can  dis- 
tinguish true  experts  from  those  who  are 
only  advertised  as  such.  I  do  ndt  see  why 
the  properly  trained  Australian  soldier 
should  not  be  as  good  as  any  in  the  world. 
Australians  excel  in  law,  medicine,  and 
many  other  walks  of  life,  and  I  do  not  see 
why,  if  properly  trained,  the  active- 
brained  Australian  should  not  excel  in  the 
ait  of  war.  I  am  not  one  of  tho&e  who 
think  that  we  can  get  good  officers  cxily 
by  importing  them.  It  would  be  a  f^ood 
thine  to  obtain  fn»n  Great  Britain  a  gen- 
eral officer  who  had  had  actual  experience 
in  war.  We  might  very  well  say  to  the 
Old  Country:  "We  are  part  of  the  Em- 
pire, and  wish  to  make  our  defences  as 
good  as  they  can  be.  If  you  will  send  as 
the  most  capable  officer  you  can  spare,  we 
will  entrust  to  him  the  funds  necessary  to 
put  our  defence  in  perfect  order,  accord- 
ing  to  his  lights."  If  we  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  such  a  man,  we  must  relv  wholly 
00  him.  The  strong  mind  must  dominate, 
and  I  cannot  think  it  pos^ble  that  satis- 
factioa  can  be  obtained  mider  a  system 
which  makes  a  master  mind  inferior  to  a 
board  or  council.  I  would  rather  have 
the  blunders  of  such  a  man  t(^eth«'  with 
his  excelloicies  than  the  ineffidency  of  a 
council. 

Mr.  EWING  (Richmond— Minister  of 
Defence)  [10.19]. — As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber fcM-  Dailey  has  pointed  out,  supply  has 
already  been  voted  for  ten  months  of  the 
currCTit  financial  year,  and  therefore  these 
Estimates  are  not  of  much  importance. 
Expenditure  incidental  td  the  new  defence 
9di«ne  carmot  receive  consideration  until 
that  scheme  has  obtained  Parliamentary 
approval.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  future, 
though  it  will  be  dealt  with  as  early  as 
the  state  of  public  business  will  permit. 
While  at  times  we  may  quarrel  bitterly, 
and  may  profess  to  think  very  little  of  each 
other  politically,  in  the  back  of  ev-ery 
man's  brain  there  is  the  desire  to  do  the 
best  for  the  country,  and  I  am  sure  that 
boHOTable  members  will  not  allow  their 
political  leanings  to  operate  to  the  detri- 
ment of  her  welfare.  I  have  been  in  Op- 
positicHi,  and  know  the  tendency  to  believe 
that  everything  a  Govenmiwit  does  is 
wrong ;  hat  the  defeiKe  of  a  country  is  too 
serious  fen*  any  honorable  member  to  trifle 
with.  I  have  been  long  enough  at  the 
head  of  the  Defence  Department  to  justly 


appreciate  the  present  position.  Were  I 
not  oHistrained  by  my  sense  of  obliga- 
tvcm  to  the  country,  I  would  not  face  the 
labour,  vexation,  and  worry  which  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  defence  scheme  must 
entail.  The  task  taxes  to  the  utmost  one's 
physical  and  mental  vigor,  but  it  is  worth 
doing,  and,  although  personally  I  should 
be  glad  to  leave  offics  to-morrow,  I  hope 
to  remain  there  long  enough  to  do  some- 
thing towards  placing  our  defence  in  a 
sounder  and  more  wholesome  condition. 
No  man  could  see  what  I  have  seen  with- 
out being  obsessed  bv  the  need  for  reform, 
and  appealing  to  every  party  to  forget 
party  (^ligations  in  considering  the  question. 
The  honorable  member  for  Dailey  has 
stated  that  the  ^£65,000  expended  on  local 
naval  defence  is  inadequate.  Under  the 
new  defence  proposals  of  the  Government, 
the  expenditure  in  the  first  year  after  the 
approval  of  the  scheme  will  be  ^£350,000, 
in  the  next  year  _;£4i4,ooo,  and  in  the  year 
following  that  ;£47 1,000,  while  on  the 
land  forces  the  expenditure  will  be  in  the 
respective  years  ;£789,ooo,  ;£796,ooo,  and 
;^8i9,ooo,  an  increase  of  approximately 
^200,000  on  the  present  Estimates.  The 
vote  for  the  instructional  staff  this  year  is 
£2,000  more  than  was  expended  last  year. 
Every  one  will  agree  that  our  forces  re- 
quire more  instruction.  The  increis*=-d 
personnel  in  the  Permanent  Forces  is  to 
provide  the  necessary  staff  to  instruct  the 
Citizen  Forces  and  to  properly  look  after 
rifle  ranges,  stores,  and  equipment.  The 
Estimates  also  provide  for  an  increase  of 
^^4,45 1  in  connexion  wfth  the  Militia 
Forces,  the  object  being  to  complete  the 
existing  units  and  to  provide  the  requisite 
men  for  the  field  and  machine  guns  al- 
readv  in  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  obvious 
that  if  we  have  machine  guns  we  must 
have  competent  men  to  look  after  them. 
There  is  an  increase  of  in  respect 

of  the  Volunteer  Forces,  and  an  increase  of 
-/^6,i6o  in  respect  of  camps  and  .=chcols  of 
instruction.  This  increase  is  to  provide 
for  the  largely-increased  number  of  men 
attending  camp,  and  I  am  sure  that  honor- 
able members  .generally  are  desirous  of  our 
camps  of  training  being  mo.-e  largely 
availed  of.  In  respect  of  the  mainten- 
ance of  existing  arms  and  equipment  there 
is  an  increase  of  and  an  incrt^se 

of  £,2, 7,^6  in  the  item  relating  to  artillerv 
ammunition.  We  have  a  m.ignificent  arm 
in  the  i8i-pounder.  and  it  is  imperative 
that  our  men  should  receive  more  training 
in  its  handling.  Digitized  by  LaOOQlC 
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Mr.  Crouch.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  field  artillery  can  be 
dficiently  worked  by  a  citizen  soldiery  ? 

Mr.  EWING.— That  is  a  question  that 
might  well  be  asked.  The  modem  18^- 
pounder  is  a  very  fine  weapon.  Generally 
speaking,  experts,  if  questioned  on  the 
subject,  declare  that  it  takes  years  to  make 
a  gunner.  Whether  that  is  so  or  not  I 
am  satisfied  that  our  gunners  need  more 
opportunities  for  training  than  they  have 
had.  The  htmorable  member  foi  Corio, 
like  myself,  has  doubtless  known  members 
of  the  militia  to  excel  our  permanent  men 
in  field  practice. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^There  are  no  permanent 
men  in  the  Australian  field  forces. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  have  in  mind  what 
took  place  in  an  artillery  contest  in  the  old 
days  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honomble 
gentleman  says  that  there  must  be  in- 
creased training ;  is  that  why  he  is  provid- 
ing for  less  than  we  have  had? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  honorable  member 
is  now  speaking  of  the  new  scheme.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  already  stated  that 
more  than  three  weeks'  training  must  be 
provided  for  the  special  arms  of  the  ser- 
vice, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter's speech  was  only  the  millinery  in  the 
shop  window.  We  want  to  know  what 
the  Government  have  on  the  shelves. 

Mr.  EWING. — If  a  man,  instead  of 
making  a  good  display  in  his  fnmt  win- 
dow, keeps  all  his  goods  in  a  cellar,  he  is 
not  likely  to  do  much  trade.  To  return 
again  to  the  review  of  the  Estimates,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  is  a  decrease  of 
;^i9  in  respect  of  small  arm  ammimition, 
whilst  there  is  an  increase  of  ;^i»3io  in 
regard  to  general  contingencies,  that  in- 
crease being  neorasarv  to  provide  for  ex- 
pansion of  forces.  The  items  relating  to 
railway  and  steamer  fares  and  freight 
show  an  increase  of  ;^i,205,  to  provide 
for  increased  personnel  and  a  greater  num- 
ber of  inspections,  as  well  as  for  addi- 
lionnl  training.  Then,  again,  it  will  be 
noted  that  there  is  an  increase  of  ;^20,o.i;5 
under  the  heading  of  Cadet  Corps.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  already  stated  that  for 
the  next  three  vears  an  additional  sum  of 
X20.000  will  be  spent  upon  the  Cadet 
Forres. 

^^r.  Kelly.  —  How  many  davs*  in- 
rroased  training  is  it  proposed  to  give  the 
field  artillery? 


Mr.  Crouch. — At  present  uxteen  days 
are  allowed. 

Mr.  EWING.  —  Representations  were 
made  that  the  field  artillery,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity offered,  would  certainly  put  in  a 
few  more  days*  training,  and  the  Govern- 
ment readily  agreed  to  provide  the  addi- 
tional ammunition  necessary. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  will  require  more  than 
sixteen  days  to  make  men  dfident  for  that 
arm. 

Mr.  EWING.— Certsunly.  My  own 
opinim  is  that  six  weeks  per  annum  would 
t«  a  limited  time  to  allow  for  such 
training. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  Switzerland  eighty- 
four  days  are  allowed. 

Mr.  EWING. — My  reading  leads  me  to 
believe — and  we  laymen  arrive  at  our  con- 
clusions by  reading  the  views  of  experts 
on  these  questions — that  the  two  great  fac- 
tors in  modem  warfare  will  be  artillery 
and  infantry.  Such  a  belief  may  be  some- 
what  opposed  to  Australian  ideas  on  the 
subject,  but  Ian  Hamilt(m,  in  dealing  witii 
the  great  Russo-Japanese  campaign,  ap- 
pears to  so  regard  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — He  is  an  artilleryman, 
and  other  «cpert5  doubt  his  ccHiclusions. 

Mr.  EWING.— That  may  be.  It  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  modem  T8|-pounden 
are  good  gims,  but  our  expenditure  upon 
them  is  comparatively  useless  unless  we 
have  good  men  behind  them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  was  proved  during 
the  war  to  which  the  honorable  member 
has  referred. 

ilr.  EWING.— Absolutely.  There  must 
be  longer  tnuning  for  the  artillery.  In 
Australia  people  generally  have  much  re- 
gard for  the  mounted  infantry.  The  horse, 
however,  is  valuable  only  as  a  means  of 
rapidly  transferring  the  infantry  from  one 
point  to  another.  Ian  Hamilton  declares 
that  the  cavalry  in  the  Russo-Japanese  war 
— I  am  not  referring  to  mounted  infantry 
— -were  valuable  frequently  because  they  got 
to  a  given  point  before  ^he  infantry,  and 
were  able  to  prepare  meals  for  them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — But  the  cavalry  in  that 
war  were  not  mounted  infantry.  The 
strategical  cond'tions  of  Australia,  whero 
the  country  is  fia't  and  adaptable  to  the 
use  of  horses,  are  slightly  different  from 
those  of  Manchuria. 

Mr.  EWING.— Quite  so,  and  after 
Mukden  had  been  passed  the  cavalrv,  ap- 
parently,  began  to  do  tettt5j,g|c,g[g 
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Mr.  Mathews.— The  British  Inielligence 
Ueputment    cboughTi   that  mounted 
would  be  useless  in  South  Africa,  but  they 
autde  a  mistake. 

Mr.  EWIXG' — I  have  endeavoured  to 
asceitain  why  the  Briti^  War  Office  autho- 
rities made  such  a  singular  mistake  as  to 
refuse  ia  the  first  ini^anca  the  offer  of 
Australian  mounted  infantry,  but  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  in- 
foniutioa  on  the  pcunt.  The  artillery 
will  play  an  important  part  in  future  wars, 
ud  unless  we  have  first-cla&s  men  behind 
our  gom,  we  might  almost  as  well  be  with- 
out them.  The  next  necessity  is  a  om- 
skknible  augumentation  of  our  infantry. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bsown. — Uow  are  the 
GovenBDcnt  gcnng  to  obtain  nuxe  in- 
fantry? 

Mr.  EWING.— By  every  man  accept- 
ing ibe  responsibility  of  doing  something 
for  tbe  defence  of  his  countrjr.  If  a 
covntn'  is  good  enough  to  live  m  it  ought 
to  b&  good  enough  to  protect. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Judging  from  the  reports 
of  experts,  whA  is  quite  as  essential  as 
infantry  and  artillery  is  the  equiinnent 
necessuy  to  make  Uie  army  a  fighting 
■adtine. 

Mr.  EWING.— Unquestionably.  The 
Goi>rfnaient  has  taken  very  definite  acticMi 
in  f'-gard  not  only  to  <^taining  equlp- 
arnt,  bat  in  providing  for  fts  local  pro- 
dactioa,  as  well  as  for  the  local  manufac' 
tare  of  cordite.  Our  policy  is  to  establish 
1  rifle  factory-  and  also  a  cordite  factory 
in  .\ustralia,  and,  having  regard  to 
OUT  remoteness  from  the  great  pro- 
ducing countries  of  the  old  world,  the 
c^l^iihment  of  such  factories  here  is 
•^imienilv  desirable.  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  neoessar)-  for  me  to  <^er  any  further 
<ibscr\-ations  at  the  present  stage.  These 
Estimates  are  rea  11  y  Dead  Sea  fruit, 
vm  the  financial  year  to  which  they 
rrhtc  has  almost  expired.  'Before  any 
c^ln^e  is  prc^xi&ed  bv  the  Go\emment  hon- 
orable members  will  have  so  ample  an  op- 
rommitv  of  discussing  it  that  I  am  sure 
tixy  will  be  satisfied  tha't  the  Ministry 
has  dfalt  fairly  with  them.  In  these  cir- 
OButances.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Esti- 
ootes  of  die  Department  would  be  passed 

»Mjight, 

Fmpess  reported. 

Hsott  adjoonied       10.37  P-b* 
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The  President  took  the  chair  at  1 1 
a.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

LAUNCESTON    POST  OFFICE. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Can  the  Minister 
of  Home  Affairs  furnish  any  information 
this  morning  with  reference  to  the  inspec- 
ticMi  of  and  report  upon  the  Launceston 
Post  Office,  promised  to  me  some  time 
ago? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  inspection 
with  a  view  to  report,  in  regard  to  the 
state  of  affairs  at  the  Launceston  Post 
Office,  which  was  promised  at  the  request 
of  the  honorable  senator,  has  taken  place, 
and  I  am  informed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General — 

Tbe  inspector  detailed  for  the  purpose  recom- 
mended that  the  Launceston  Post-office  staff  be 
increased  bv  two  telegraphists,  two  assistants, 
and  one  clerk,  and  tbe  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General,  Hobart,  reported  that  an  amount  bad 
been  placed  on  the  Additional  Estimates  of  die 
Department  of  bit  State  to  cover  thoie  appoint* 
meats. 

Prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  inspector's  lecom- 
mcndation,  however,  recommendations  had  been 
received  from  the  Deputy  Postmaster-Genentt 
for  the  appointment  of  two  assistants  at  Laun- 
ceston. These  appointments  were  approved, 
and  the  papers  relating  thereto  were  referred 
to  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  last  month 
for  necessary  action. 

Tbe  positions  of  telegraphist  and  clerk  wilt 
receive  consideration  as  soon  ai  funds  are  avail- 
able. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  presented  by  Senator  Hender- 
son. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

Visit  to  Tooma. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILI)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs,  ufon  notice — 

I.  Was  the  recent  expedition  of  Federal  mem- 
bers to  Tooma  organized  by  the  Department, 
and,  if  not,  by  whose  authority  and  direction 
was  it  conducted? 

3.  tfow  many  members  of  the  Federal  Par- 
liament reached  Tooma? 

3.  How  many  had  returned  by  a  p.m.  OQ 
Tuesday,  the  31st  March? 

4.  The  average  number  of  breaksdown  per 
motor  car  engaged  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
party? 

5.  Are  the  motor  cars  in  guest  k>n  the  pro- 
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6.  It  it  considered  that  the  delivery  of  letten 
will  be  facilitated  by  the  uie  of  these  or  simi- 
Ut  carl? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  answer  to  the 
honorable  senator's  questicms  is — 

I  to  6.  It  is  regretted  that  the  honorable 
senator  did  not  accompany  the  party  as  ex- 
pected. A  number  of  uiembers  had  expressed 
a  wish  for  some  months  past  to  visit  Tooma, 
and  arrangements  were  made  as  usual  for  con- 
veyance. All  the  members  of  the  part,y 
reached  Tooma,  and  all  but  six  bad  returned 
on  Tuesday,  at  a  p.m.,  the  others  heme  de- 
layed ow:ng  to  breakdown  of  some  of  the 
motor  cars.  I  cannot  say  how  many.  The 
motor  cars  are  not  the  property  of  the  Postal 
Department,  nor  is  it  intended  to  purchase 
them  or  utilize  them  in  the  delivery  of  letters. 

PRIVILEGE  : 
SELECT  COMMITTEE  UPON 
PROCEDURE. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
sident  of  the  Executive  Council)  [n-?]- — 
A  message  was  yesterday  received  from 
another  place,  informing  us  that  a  Select 
CcMnmittee  had  been  appointed,  to  join  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  best  procedure  for  the 
trial  and  punishment  of  persons  charged 
with  interference  with,  or  breach  of  the 
powers,  privileges,  or  immunities  of  either 
House  of  the  Parliament,  or  of  its  mem- 
bers or  committees.  The  Committee  was 
given  the  necessary  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records,  and  four  mem- 
bers have  been  nominated  to  it,  I  there- 
fore move — 

I.  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to 
join  with  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
best  procedure  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of- 

Cersons  charged  with  the  interference  with  or 
reach  of  the  powers,  privileges,  or  immuni- 
ties of  either  Hoyse  of  the  Parliament,  or  of 
the  Members  or  Committees  of  each  House. 

a.  That  the  Members  of  this  Senate  upon 
such  Committee  be  Senators  Colonel  Neild, 
Henderson,  Turley,  and  Chataway ;  two  to  be 
a  quorum. 

3.  That  such  Committee  have  power  to  send 

for  persons,  papers,  and  records;  and  that  the 
first  meeting  01  the  Committee  be  held  in  the 
Senate  Committee-room  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
8th  April,  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

4.  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  conveying  the  above  resolutions. 

Our  standing  orders —337  to  341 — do  not 
provide  for  the  receipt  of  a  message  from 
another  place  in  the  terms  of  that  which 
has  come  to  us,  hut  I  have  endeavoured 
to  ^body  their  spirit  in  ncminating  to  the 
Cc»nmittee  the  number  nominated  in  an- 
otlier  place.   The  object  of  the  Committee 


is  to  devise  means  for  dealing  with  an 
acknowledged  evil  and  hardship  that  hon- 
orable senators  and  others  have  to  suffer 
by  reason  of  the  actions  of,  in  many  cases, 
imscrupulous  and  irrespMisible  persons 
and  newspapers. 

Senator  Gray. — Have  they  not  to  suffer 
from  us? 

Senator  BEST.  —  On  the  whole,  they 
have  the  best  of  the  deal.  I  commend 
the  moticm  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Senate.  The  senattx^  ncnninated 
possess  our  full  confidence. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Is  the  Committee 
to  deal  with  anything  that  has  been  done? 

Senator  BEST. — No.  Its  business  is  to 
report  as  to  the  best  procedure  for  the 
trial  and  pimishmenti  of  (lenders. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[11. 11]. — Very  few  words  should  be 
necessary  to  commend  the  motion  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Senate.  Parliaments 
and  similar  bodies  do  well  to  accept  with 
good  grace  legitimate  criticism,  frran  what- 
ever source  it  may  come ;  but  we  are  some- 
times subjected  to  reckless  abuse  which 
may  take  effect,  not  merely  upon  indivi- 
dual members,  but  upon  the  parliamentary 
institution  itself.  The  purpose  of  the 
Ccmnmittee  is  to  suggest  some  orderly  and 
simple  procedure  for  determining  whether 
fhere  is  or  is  not  grotmd  for  statements 
made  against  Parliament  No  one  would 
attempt  to  curb  legitimate  criticism;  but, 
without  referring  more  particularly  to  cer- 
tain sPatements  which  have  recently  ap- 
peared in  the  press,  I  say  that  honorable 
senators  have  had  reason  to  smart  at  the 
imputations  on  their  good  name,  and  that 
of  PaYliament.  Believing  that  the  pro- 
cedure with  which  we  are  familiar  has 
grown  out  of  date,  and  that  some  better 
system  should  be  provided,  I  heartily  sup- 
port the  moticxi. 

SenatOT  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
fii.14]. — I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  say 
that  the  Committee  will  not  propose  a 
course  of  action  in  regard  to  statements 
which  have  recently  been  made. 

Senator  Clemons. — That  took  away  the 
ground  for  its  appointment. 

Senator  Best. — When  the  report  is  pre- 
sented it  may  be  within  our  power  to  deal 
with  those  who  have  offended. 

Senator  Millen. — The  first  thing  to  de-  ■ 
cide  is  the  proper  course  of  procedure. 
Afterwards,  if  necessary,  we  can  take  ac- 
tion against  offendeBSieitizeobyLaOOglC 


PrwSege:  8deA       [2  April,  1908.]      CommAtoe  upm  iVooedure.  10005 


Senator  PEARCE.— I  take  it  that  the 
Committee  vUl  be  seized  of  the  fact  that 
certain  charges,  affecting  this  Senate  as 
now  constituted,  have  been  made,  and  will 
recommend  action  which  will  establish  a 
pieoedent  in  all  future  cases  of  the  kind. 

Senator  Mxllen. — ^The  business  of  the 
Committee  ts  rather  to  provide  a  general 
prooedure. 

Senator  PEARCE.— If  all  that  is 
needed  is  a  measure  under  which  indi- 
Tiduals  who  make  slanderous  statements 
can  be  proceeded  against,  the  Farlia- 
moitary  Draftsman  can  prepare  it  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a  Select  Committee. 
If  this  Select  Committee  is  goin^  to 
inquire  into  slanderous  charges  which 
haw  been  made  against  members  of  the 
Federal  Farliamttit,  more  particularly  in 
rebtion  to  the  Tariff,  then  it  is  very  neoes- 
UT)  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  appoint  it 
nerc-Iv  to  draft  a  form  of  procedure. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Is  not  the  motion 
:n  admission  that  we  have  no  procedure 
for  dealing  with  such  cases? 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  is,  and  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  tells  us 
Cfajt  the  Committee  is  to  frame  rules  of 
prnccdure,  which  are  not  to  apply  to  cases 
thai  ha\e  already  occurred. 

Serutor  Mxllen.  —  He  says  that  the 
Committee  is  asked  to  recommend  a  form 
of  procedure,  so  that  the  Parliament,  if  it 
dKoses,  may  take  action. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Whilst  the  Vice- 
Pnsudent  of  the  Executive  Council  was 
^Making,  he  was  asked  whether  the  form 
oi  procedure  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  Com- 
wttee  would  apply  to  cases  that  had  al- 
Radv  oocurted,  and  he  said  that  it  would 
not. 

Senator  Best.  —  No ;  I  said  that  the 
Coomiittee  was  merely  going  to  advise  Par- 
liament as  to  the  procedure  to  adopted. 

Seutor  PEARCE.— The  public  at  the 
^nsmt  time  have  in  mind  a  general  accu- 
•ition  of  corruption  made  by  a  manufac- 
tmcr  and  a  certain  Sydney  journal  against 
what  anf  devribed  as  "T<vy"  members 
of  the  Federal  Parliament 

Senator  Millen.  —  In  one  case  the 
amnant  of  the  alleged  bribe  is  named. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  so.  The 
Commiuee  is  to  be  appointed  because  Par- 
liament considers  that  the  old  method  ot 
dealing  »ith  such  cases  is  inept,  and  de- 
nies it  \u  devise  a  procedure  that  will  en- 
able the  Legislature  to  vindicate  its  honour. 
Bm  onlea  it  will  repwt  to  Parliamoit 


how  it  can  vindicate  its  honour  in  respect 
to  charges  already  mude,  there  is  no  tieed 
for  it. 

Senator  Millen. — It  will  do  sa 

Senator  PEARCE.— Then  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  I  desire  that  a  Select  CcMnnuttee 
shall  be  appointed  that  will  enable  us  to 
deal  with  cases  that  ha\'e  already  occurred, 
and  not  merely  with  cases  that  may  arise 
hereafter.  Charges  of  corruption  have 
been  made  in  circulars  actually  distributed 
amongst  honorable  members,  and  my  desire 
is  that  those  who  make  those  charges  shall 
be  called  upon  to  come  into  the  open  and 
justify  them.  I  understand  that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  now 
says  that  the  Committee  will  make  a  re- 
commendation as  to  the  procedure  which 
should  be  adopted  in  dealing  with  those 
as  well  as  with  future  cases. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[11. 19]. — I  hope  that  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  in  his  reply  will 
explain  exactly  what  is  intended,  for,  like 
Senator  Pearce,  I  have  been  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Select  Committee  pro- 
posed to  be  appointed  is  to  farmulate  a 
procedure  to  be  applicable  to  defamatory 
statemmts  already  made  against  Parlia- 
nimt  as  well. as  to  future  cases. 

SenatOT  Best.— The  wcn-ds  of  Uie  motion 
are  "  The  best  procedure  for  the  trial  and 
punishment  of  persons  charged." 

Senator  McGREGO'R.— I  shall  be  satis- 
fied if  the  object  of  the  Committee  is  to 
niake  recommendations  concerning  tlieise 
matters.  I  do  not  think  that  it  could  in- 
stitute prosecutions,  but  if  it  submits  a 
report  justifying  such  proceedings  on  be- 
half of  the  ParUament,  then  it  will  justify 
its  appointment. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [11.22]. 
— I  agree  practically  with  every  word  that 
Senator  Pearce  has  uttered.  I  wish  to 
ask,  first  of  all,  whether,  if  a  charge  has 
been  made,  it  will  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  Select  (Committee  to  inquire  into 
the  origin  of  it.  I  contend  that  it  will  not. 
Unless  it  travels  beyond  its  scope,  the  Ccsn- 
mittee  will  be  debarred  from  making  an 
in-iuiry  into  charges  that  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  made. 

Senator  Best. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — Then  what  is  the 
reason  for  the  motion?  We  know  that  it 
arises  from  the  fact  that  in  another  place 
statements  were  made  that  defamatory 
charges  reflecting  gravely,  upon  the  honour 
of  certain  membc^ti0&  ^MH®^gI@d  been 
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made  in  prcxninent  newspapers,  and  else- 
where. This  motiwi,  however,  permits  no 
inquiry  whatever,  on  the  part  of.  the  pro- 
posed Committee,  into  the  sources  of  those 
charges.  It  absolutely  ignores  them.  The 
Committee  is  merely  asked  to  formulate  a 
procedure,  and  the  moticm  does  not  in  any 
way  touch  the  charges  made. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  doubtful  whether 
under  it  the  Committee  would  have  power 
to  call  before  it  the  editw  of  the  news- 
paper in  which  the  charge  appeared. 

Senator  CLE MONS.— Precisely. 

Senator  Millen.  —  Is  not  this  to  be  a 
preliminary  inquiry  to  determine  first  of  all 
the  procedure  to  be  adopted. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— 1  put  it  to  the 
Senate  fairly  that  this  motion  means  noth- 
ing except  that  a  Select  Committee  of  both 
Houses  is  to  be  appointed  to  draft  a  Bill. 
It  is  a  strange  departure  fnxn  the  ordinary 
functions  of  the  Executira  that  a  Select 
Ccxnmittee  should  be  asked  to  draft  a  mea- 
sure which  ought  to  be  drafted  and  intro- 
duced by  the  Government.  I  certainly  do 
not  object  to  the  personnel  of  the  proposed 
Committee,  but  I  do  object  to  any  Commit- 
tee being  asked  to  draft  a  Bill. 

Senator  Millen. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor did  not  object  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Cwnmission  to  inquire  into  the  Tariff 
in  order  to  obtain  information  on  which  the 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  could  be  framed. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  did.  The  Sen- 
ate should,  if  it  desires  to  enlarge  the 
Ijowers  of  the  proposed  Committee,  give 
it  full  authority  to  inquire  into  charges 
against  the  honour  of  Parliameitt  that  have 
been  made  outside,  and  mentioned  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  Parliament  can  em- 
power a  delega<[ion  to  take  evidence  on 
oath,  but  h  seems  to  me  that  this  motion 
looks  very  like  an  attempt  to  burk  in- 
quiry, i  have  no  doubt  that'  the  Com- 
mittee will  do  its  work  well,  but  7c  is 
simply  to  bring  up  a  report  as  to  the  pro- 
ceflure  to  be  adopted,  and  the  present 
charges  will  be  allowed  to  drop. 

Senator  Millen. — No,  an  inquiry  will 
take  place  under  tlfe  procedure  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee. 

SL-nator  Best. — Of  course.  The  ques- 
tion of  agailnst  whom  we  shall  proceed  will 
be  a  subsequent  matter. 

Sen-itor  CLEMONS.— Who  is  to  decide 
what  persons  shall  be  proceeded  against? 

Sena!t(»  Best. — Parliament,  by  all 
means. 


Senator  CLEMONS.— The  Committee 
should  be  given  an  opportimity  to  report 
to  Parliament  on  the  desirableness  of  pro- 
ceedings being  instituted  against  ciertain 
individuals  or  newspapers. 

Soiator  Best. — PftrliainenC  can  deal 
with  that  mattM. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Then  why  does 
it  not  do  so? 

Senator  Millen. — Because  we  have  not 
the  procedure  that  is  likely  to  lead  to  suc- 
cess. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— We  have  ample 
pbwer,  apart  altogether  from  this  proposal, 
to  appoint  a  delegation  to  make  a  tbcHough 
and  searching  investigation.  There  has 
been  distributed  amongst  honorable  .sena- 
tors a  circular  containing  an  utterly  libel- 
lous reflection  on  the  Senate,  but  we  have 
apparently  treated  it  with  indifference.  I 
refer  to  the  statement  diat — 

Money  has  been  largely  subscribed  by 
foreigners  and  their  local  dealers — the  namei 
and  amounts  can  be  supplied  if  desired — 

I  should  like  v-ery  miKh  to  see  them — 

for  the  maintenance  of  paid  agents  (o  influence 
Parliament — the  agents  themselves  not  being 
experts. 

Senator  Findley. — That  is  only  one  of 
several  statements  of  the  kind.  A  Sydney 
newspaper  asserted  that  ^10,000  was  sub- 
scribed for  the  purpose. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  I  have  not  the 
other  statements  at  hand,  but  I  certainly 
desire  that  this  one  shaU  be  inquired  into. 
The  Committee  should  be  asked  to  report  on 
these  charges.  This  certainly  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  drift  into  a  "  sort  of  don't- 
do-it-af^ain-warning ;  if  you  do,  we  have 
means  to  deal  with  you."  That  is  the  way 
in  which  the  motion  appeals  to  me. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria) 
[11.29.]. — I'  seems  to  me  that  the  neces- 
sitv  for  this  proposition  arises  from  history. 
Parliament  has  had  to  rely  on  a  procedure 
so  inefficient  that  it  has  pimply  been  able 
to  call  crffenders  to  the  bar  and  to  say  in 
effect  to  them.  "  You  have  behaved  very 
badly,"  and  then  let  them  go.  What  we 
now  seek  is  to  obtain  a  procedure  by  which 
we  may  deal  effectively  with  offences  com- 
mitter! either  before  or  after  the  adoption 
of  the  procedure  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee. To  ask  the  Committee  to  inquire 
into  these  charges  would  be  to  call  upon  it 
to  take  action  under  a  form  of  procedure 
that  we  know  to  be  inefficient.  The  sooner 
a  Oxnmittee  of  this  kind  gets  to  work  the 
sooner  we  may  png^,t^@lEy(^^  if 
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necessity  arises,  and  render  unlikely  a  re- 
petition of  the  offences  alleged  to  have 
been  committed.  FelrsonaUy,  I  do  not 
see  any  charge  against  monbers  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  statement  read  by  Senatw 
Clemens.  It  is  true  there  is  a  diarge 
made  against  agrats  of  endeavouring  to 
influence  Parliament,  but  the  allegaticm  to 
which  I  should  take  exception  would  be 
one  that  Parliament  had  been  improperly 
influenced. 

Soiator  GivENS. — Is  an  attempt  to  in- 
fluence Parliament  not  an  offence/ 

Senator  TREN  WITH  .—Certainly,  but 
it  is  not  an  offence  <m  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment 

SenatOT  Clehons. — ^There  is  said  to 
have  been  an  expenditure  of  money. 

Senator  TRENWITH.  —  Yes,  by 
agents.  However,  my  point  is  that  we 
are  not  now  considering  whether  these 
diarges  have  been  made,  but  whether  Par- 
liament has  procedure  to  protect  itself 
against  such  charges;  and  I  think  that 
question  has  been  answered  abundantly  by 
tiie  history  of  tiie  past. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [11.32]. — ScMne  years  ago,  in  the 
State  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales, 
on  my  motion,  the  editor  of  a  daily  news- 
paper was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
House.  But  when  we  got  the  gentleman 
there  we  did  not  know  what  to  do  with 
him — he  was  a  sort  of  pet  tiger  on  the  pre- 
mises. When  the  dinner-hour  arrived,  I 
entertained  my  priswier  as  hospitably  as 
possibte,  and  we  dined  and  wined  to- 
gether. Afterwards  he  set  the  whole 
Legislative  Assembly,  including  the 
Sjeaker,  at  defiance,  and  the  only  result 
was  his  return  to  Parliament  as  a  member. 
He  is  now  a  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
AH  this  arose  owing  to  the  absence  of  pro- 
per procedure  for  dealing  with  such  cases. 
The  proposal  now  really  is  to  provide 
machinery  for  dealing  with  charges  of  the 
kind,  including,  if  need  be,  those  made  in 
the  past,  as  well  as  the  present  and 
the  future.  It  will  be  quite  possible 
later  on  to  appoint  the  same  or  another 
Committee  to  make  inquiry  into  particular 
charges ;  and  we  should  then  have  the  pro- 
cedure under  which  to  take  action.  I  take 
it  that  this  Committee  is  little  more  than  a 
sort  of  Standing  Orders  Committee,  to 
frame  regulatims  to  be  submitted  to  Par- 
liament for  approval. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [11.33]-— 
I  take  it  that  the  desire  is  to  appoint  a 
Coamiittee  for  the  purpose  of  devising  stxne 


means  for  protecting  Parliament  from 
charges  of  the  kind  which  have  beai  re* 
ferred  to.  I  do  not '  see  what  good  can 
OTme  from  the  appdntment  of  this  Com- 
mittee, unless  it  is  empowered  to  make  ex- 
haustive inquiries  into  those  charges;  it  is 
(%rtainly  true  that  had  those  charges  not 
been  made  there  would  have  been  no  pro- 
posal to  appoint  a  Committee. 

Senator  Stewakt. — That  is  not  the  ob- 
ject in  appointing  this  Caiunittee. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— That  may  be,  but 
at  the  same  time,  no  Ccmmittee  would  have 
been  suggested  but  for  the  statement  which 
appeared  in  the  Sydney  Bulleiin,  that  four 
honorable  members  have  received  ^£2,500 
each  for  voting  in  a  certain  way  in  regard 
to  the  oil  duties.  When  serious  statements 
of  that  kind  are  made,  it  ought  to  be  within 
the  province  of  any  C<unmittee  appointed^ 
to  ascertain  their  correctness  or  falsity. 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^At  present  we  have 
no  machinery  by  which  sue),  slandea^rs 
can  be  punished. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— I  am  strongly  of 
opinicm  that  a  statement  of  that  kind,  made 
in  a  publication  which  has  an  extensive  cir- 
culation, not  only  in  Australasia  but  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  should  be  inquired 
into.  Then  we  have  Mr.  Beale  printing 
and  publishing  broadcast  a  circular,  in 
which  he  declares  that  immense  sums  of 
money  have  been  collected  by  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  free-trade  policy,  and  that  this 
money  has  been  used  by  paid  lobbyists  for 
the  purpose  of  influencing  the  votes  of  hon- 
orable meml>ers  in  this  and  another  place. 

Senator  Stewart. — Mr.  Beale  does  not 
say  that. 

Senator  FINDLEY.-— I  leave  it  to  any 
fair-minded  man  to  read  into  the  circular 
any  other  meaning. 

Senator  Clemons. — There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  a  charge  of  bribery,  and  of  ac- 
cepting bribes. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Quite  so ;  and  every 
member  of  the  Federal  Parliament  is  slan- 
dered by  such  statements.  This  Commit- 
tee ought  to  have  power  to  examine  Mr. 
Beale,  seeing  that  that  gentleman  declares 
that  names  can  be  supplied.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  statement  by  Mr.  Beale  is  an 
open  invitation  to  call  him,  because  it  would 
appear  that  he  desires  an  opportunity  to 
prove  his  statement. 

Senator  Chataway. — What  Mr.  Beale 
said  was  that  he  could  supply  the  names 
of  the  people  who  subscribed  the  mcmey. 

Senator  Clemons. — And  also  the  names 
and  the  amounte^,^^^  Q^ofeoke  of 
"sums  of  mwiey.  <~> 
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Senator  FINI)LEY.— If  Mr.  Beale  can 
supply  the  names  of  those  who  subscribed, 
as  he  says,  large  sums  of  money  in  order 
to  influence  members  of  the  Federal  Par- 
liament in  regard  to  the  Tariff,  be  ought 
to  be  called  upcm  to  do  so^ 

Senator  Clehons. — ^And  we  must  not 
forget  that  Mr.  Beale  also  said  that  he 
could  name  the  amounts. 

Senator  FINDLEY.—There  is  no  doubt 
that  Mr.  lieale  means  dishonest  and  unfair 
influence ;  and  the  Committtee  ought  to 
have  power  to  examine  both  that  gentle- 
man and  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
statement  in  the  Bulletin. 

Senator  Pear(^. — If  Mr.  Beale  does 
not  .mean  dishonesty,  there  is  no  meaning 
in  his  statement. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Sinc«  the  appear- 
ance of  that  paragraph  in  the  Bulle- 
iiti,  other  statanents  are  being  made. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  state- 
ment in  the  Bulletin  can  be  proved  up 
to  the  hilt.  I  do  not  believe  that  that  is 
so,  but  there  ought  to  be  an  opportunity 
afforded  to  those  who  make  such  state- 
ments of  showing  their  authority. 

Senator  Millen. — Suppose  those  people 
declined  to  give  evidence  before  the  Can- 
mittee,  what  then? 

Senator  FINDLEY.—That  fact  alone 
would  show  the  hollowness  of  their  charges. 

Senator  Millen. — There  is  no  proce- 
dure under  which  the  inquiry  could  be 
continued. 

Senator  Cleuons. — Mr.  Beale  really  in- 
vites inquiry,  because  he  says  that  names 
ahd  amounts  can  be  supplied. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— What  is  the  good 
of  the  Committee  if  it  cannot  make  such 

inquiries  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  is  intended  to 
<X)nfer  powers. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— To  do  what? 
Senator  Trenwith. — Perhaps  to  punish. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Surely  -the  most 
business-like  way  would  be  to  give  the 
Committee  power  to  call  witnesses. 

Senator  Millen. — Suppose  the  charges 
were  not  sustained  or  proved,  what  then? 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  An  impression 
that  has  been  created  in  the  C(Hnmonwealth 
in  reference  to  the  dishonesty  of  memb^ 
of  Parliament  would  be  raaaoved. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Then  what  would 
become  of  the  man  who  had  committed  the 
offence? 

Senator  Pbakce. — Th«  Committee  would 
recommend  what  should  be  done  with  him. 


Senator  FINDLEY.— At  any  rate,  such 
a  man  would  be  branded  as  a  libeller  and 
a  liar  throughout  Australia,  whereas  if 
similar  statements  are  permitted  to  ba 
made,  much  injustice  will  be  dCKie  to  Par- 
liament and  parliamentarians. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania) 
[11.40]. — I  am  glad  that  this  important 
and  delicate  subject  is  receiving  some  ven- 
tilation. I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doubt  that  the  great  latitude  and  liberty 
allowed  to  the  press  in  Australia  is  de- 
generating in  some  cases  into  gross  licence. 
Public  men  are  not  merely  held  up  to  ridi- 
cule, but,  as  in  the  present  case,  are  the 
victims  of  the  most  foul  charge  that  can 
be  directed  against  them.  The  charge  is 
that,  not  satisfied  with  the  remuneration 
paid  for  their  services,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment have  actually  been  selling  their  votes 
in  the  most  corrupt  fashion.  I  am  largely 
in  sympathy  with  hcmorable  senators  who 
seem  to  think  we  are  taking  a  somewhat 
weak  and  infective  meth(^  of  dealing 
with  this  matter.  But  what  can  we  really 
do?  It  is  admitted  that  the  old  procedure 
in  such  cases  results  in  nothing  but  bring- 
ing Parliament  into  ridicule;  and  I  am 
sore  we  desire  nothing  of  that  kind.  We 
know  what  occurred  in  the  Victorian  Par- 
liament not  very  long  ago.  There  was 
then  a  grotesque  failure  of  the  Parliament 
to  emerge  with  any  dignity  from  the 
difficulty  it  found  itself  in.  The  diffi- 
culty I  see  is  that,  although  we 
are  appointing  what  I  take  to  be 
an  advisory  Ccxnmittee,  with  power,  no 
doubt,  to  search  legislaticxi  dealing  with 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament,  it 
is  suggested  that  they  should  be  asked  to 
deal  ex  post  facto  with  off"ences.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  some  special  actim  by 
Parliament  ought  to  be  undertaken,  apart 
altogether  from  the  advisory  Committee.  I 
do  not  see  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
any  evidence  in  regard  to  the  libels,  be- 
cause the  libels  are  there,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  altogether  a  wrong  sort  of 
tribunal  to  investigate  charges  made 
against  members  of  Parliament.  Stil). 
however,  the  Ccnuiuttee  may  be  able  to 
5Ugp;est  some  procedure  which  will  a|>plv  to 
similar  cases. 

Senator  Clehons. — It  is  a  question  of 
drafting  a  Bill. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— If  a  Bill  has  to 
be  drafted,  making  punishable  such  offen- 
ces, how  can  we  apply  that  Bill  to  offences 
in  the  past?  There  is  no  daAt4hdt,both 
Houses  of  the  Par!3iW^S^d^MSipoo 
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thtmt  vho  have  made  the  charges  to  either 
subsuntiate  them  or  apolc^ze;  but  I  can- 
noc  Me  bow  the  Cnnuntttec  can  accomplish 
an\thing  of  that  kind. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[11.43]. — '  <Jo  not  intend  to  vote  against 
the  motion,  though  I  do  not  agree  with  the 
piocednre  adopted.  Two  serious  charges 
fiom  different  quarters  have  been  made 
aj>ain»t  members  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment. One  diarge  is  made  by  Mr.  Beale, 
« ho,  I  understand,  wrote  a  report  on  secret 
*lnigs  and  medicines.  I  have  read  that 
report,  and  all  I  can  say  is  that  the  man 
« ho  amid  write  such  stuff  is  just  the  sort 
of  person  who  would  make  any  kind  of 
Ti- kkrss  charge. 

Senator  Stewast. — He  ought  to  be 
writing  novels ! 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER. — Quite  so; 
ukI,  therefore,  I  sutxnit  that  a  charge 
cming  from  such  a  quarter  is  worthy  of 
imlv  oontesnpt. 

Senator  Findlet.— That  is  all  very 
velt.  but  the  charges  have  been  made. 

Seaator  ST.  LEDGER.— Another  im- 
portant aspect  of  the  case  is  that  a  certain 
more  or  less  notorious  journal  has  also 
node  a  charge.  I  wish  to  express  my  own 
iniiriduaJ  (^inicm  with  regard  to  charges 
nude  against  Parliament  by  such  journals. . 

Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
u<r  IS  annoyed  with  that  journal  because 
it  czlied  him  a  bookkeeper. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  not  in  the 
sl:ghte>t  degree  annoyed  about  itj  because 
«tuti  members  of  Parliament  have  to 
tear  is  not  that  such  journals  will  slander 
ibcni.  or  wen  slander  Parliament,  but 
t*Jt  they  will  not  do  so.  The  more  they 
do  that  kind  of  thing  the  more  contemp- 
tible ibey  are,  and  the  more  secure  the  in- 
dhidoals  libelled  may  feel  in  respect  of 
their  own  int^frity.  Either  Parliament 
has  sufficient  power  to  punish  those  who 
nake  such  charges  or  it  has  not.  But 
«fai!  is  proposed  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
feeble  way  of  dmng  what  Is  desired.  It 
■ay  do  some  good,  and  for  the  possible 
good  that  it  may  do  I  shall  not  oppose 
ihe  nntion.  But  still,  in  my  view,  it  is  a 
feeble  and  ineffective  way  of  dealing 
voK  the  charges  that  have  been  made 
against  members  of  Parliament. 

Senator  McCOLL  (Victoria)  [n.47].— 
As  has  already  been  said,  this  is  a  very 
diXcult  question  to  deal  with.   We  need 


to  be  very  careful  le^  we  make  ourselves 
look  ridiculous.  I  have  never  known  a 
Tariff  to  be  dealt  with  when  such  charges 
were  not  made,  fiut  I  have  never  heard 
of  members  of  Parliament  being  hurt  by 
charges  of  the  kind.  Personally,  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  general  public  believe 
them.  I  fear  that  we  are  getting  rather 
squeamish  about  this  matter. 

Senator  Mulcahv.— I  do  not  think  so. 
Many  of  the  general  public  do  believe 
them. 

Senator  McCOLL. — I  was  not  aware 
of  what  the  charges  were  until  I  heard 
Senator  Findley  state  them  this  morning. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  accusations  can 
have  gone  far,  otherwise  they  would  have 
come  to  my  ears.  If  a  direct  charge  is 
mada,  it  ought  to  be  met  on  the  spot,  and 
at  the  time.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government,  who  are  the 
keepers  of  the  corporate  honour  of  Par- 
liament, at  once  to  take  steps  to  communi- 
cate with  these  people,  and  to  ask  for 
a  corroboration  of  the  charges  made. 

Senator  Millen. — Suppose  they  refused 
to  give  the  evidence? 

Senator  McCOLL. — Then  the  public 
would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  truth  of  the 
charges.  The  Government  are  shirking 
their  duty.  They,  as  the  keepers  of  the 
corporate  honour  of  Parliament,  ought  to 
have  c<»nmunicated  immediately  with  these 
people,  and  said,  "  You  have  made  slan- 
derous charges  against  members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  we  now  ask  you  to  give  proof  of  your 
statements,  and,  if  they  are  not  proved,  to 
disown  them."  I  am  very  doubtful  about 
the  procedure  that  we  are  taking.  It  will 
not  shut  people's  mouths.  It  will  not  stop 
the  press  from  writing  things  about  us.  I 
fear  that  we  are  manifesting  an  irritation 
and  a  squeamishness  that  are  not  desinble 
under  the  circumstances. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[11.48]. — Senatcn-  McColl  ha-i  expresed  the 
opinion  that  we  are  showing  unnecessary 
irritaticHi  and  squeamishness.  I  think  he 
must  admit  that  if  we  suddenly  commenced 
to  prosecute  the  people  who  have  made 
charges,  without  first  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary evidence,  we  should  certainly  show  un- 
wise irritation.  As  it  is,  we  are,  I  think, 
taking  the  most  dignified  and  sensible 
course,  that  is,  of  preparing  the  road,  so  that 
if  Parliament  thinks  fit  it  can  later  on  deal 
with  those  who  have  made  these  charges, 
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Senator  McColl. — It  means  simply 
shelving  the  matter  of  the  charges  that 
have  been  made. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— If  the  honor- 
able senator  desires  the  Committee  to  in* 
quire  into  charges  that  have  been  made, 
what  are  the  particular  chai^  to  which 
he  refers?  Any  number  of  diarges  may 
be  raked  up  which  have  at  various  times 
been  made  against  Parliament  and  its 
members. 

Senator  Findlev. — These  are  specific 
charges. 

Senator  CHATAWAV.— Take  the  case 
mentioned  by  Senator  Pearce  not  long  ago 
in  the  course  of  a  personal  explanation. 
That  was  a  case  of  a  most  gross  charge, 
one  of  the  worst  that  could  be  made  against 
the  penonal  hixiour  of  an  individual. 
Surely  that  charge  was  more  worthy  of 
refutation  or  reprobation  by  members  of 
the  Senate  than  is  a  general  charge  that 
some  members  somewhere  or  other,  in  one 
or  the  other  House,  received  money. 

Senator  McColl. — There  was  no  charge 
of  corruption  in  that  case. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— There  was  a 
breach  of  privilege,  anyhow.  Some  general 
charges  have  been  made  against  certain 
members,  who  it  is  said  have  been  bribed. 
But  many  other  charges  might  crop  up. 
The  questitMi  is  whoe  would  the  inquiries 
of  the  Committee  cease?  If  it  were  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  things  which  have 
o(x:urred  in  the  past,  there  would  be  no  end 
to  its  investigations.  So  far  as  I  can 
understand  the  course  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment is  a  formal,  dignified  method  of 
preparing  the  necessary  machinery  for  deal- 
ing with  any  cases  of  breach  of  privilege 
which  may  occur.  Our  powers  in  con  - 
nexion  with  breaches  of  privileges  are  thf 
same  as  those  of  the  House  of  Commons 
— that  is,  until  this  Parliament  makes  laws 
to  protect  itself. 

SenatOT  Givens. — Could  not  Parliament 
sue  for  libel  in  the  ordinary  way  ? 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— The  House  of 
Conunons  is  very  little  better  off  than  we 
are  in  dealing  with  such  questions.  It  has 
certain  powers.  The  Tower  of  London  is 
not  far  from  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
and  an  offender  can  be  ordered  to  be  im- 
prisCTied.  But  Parliament  may  be  pro- 
rogued twenty-four  hours  afterwards, 
when  the  prisoner  would  have  to  be  re- 
leased. It  seems  to  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  adopting  the  wisest  course  in  pre- 
paring the  ground,  instead  of  rushing  into 
pction  in  a  spirit)  of  irritation  and  squeam- 


ishness,  possibly  with  the  result  of  finding 
themselves  bumping  their  heads  against  a 
wall,  and  unable  to  do  anything  conclu- 
sive. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [11.51.]. — I  think  that  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  show  ttiat  honor- 
able senators  are,  at  all  events,  anxious  to 
do  swnething  in  this  matter.  It  would  be 
almost  a  calamity  if,  after  the  subject  had 
been  mooted  and  proposals  had  been  made 
by  the  Government,  we  declined  to  give 
the  necessary  power  to  proceed.  I  take  it 
that  what  we  have  to  consider  is  what  is 
the  best  method  of  procedure.  Suppose 
that  after  inquiry  it  is  found  that  we  have 
not  power  to  punish — we  shall,  at  all  events, 
have  shown  the  public  that  we  have  taken 
steps  to  clear  Parliament  fran  charges 
made  against  it.  That,  to  my  mind,  is 
sufficient  to  justify  the  action  that  I  intend 
to  take  in  supptwrting  the  Government. 
Those  honorable  senators  who  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  manner  in  which  the  subject 
has  been  proposed  to  the  Senate  should 
suggest  a  better  course.  If  they  can  do 
so  I  am  quite  prepared  to  support  them. 
But  I  am  opposed  to  dointi  nothing.  To 
allow  a  matter  of  this  kind'  to  be  brought 
forward,  and  then  for  Parliament  to  drop 
the  whole  matter  quietly,  would  present 
the  appearance  of  fearing  that  there  was 
something  in  the  enlarges. 

Senates  St.  Ledger. — ^The  last  stage 
will  be  worse  than  the  first. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  think 
so.  Suppose  it  is  found  that  Parliament 
has  not  the  power  to  punish  those  who 
make  libellous  statfements.  If  this  Com- 
mittee is  able  to  show  exactly  what  our 
powers  are  we  shall  be  able  to  do  justice 
to  ourselves  and  to  Parliament  in  taking 
whatever  steps  are  shown  to  be  best. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — But  this  proce- 
dure will  not  enable  its  to  act  at  this 
time. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  should  have 
expected  that  Senator  St.  Ledger,  as  a 
legal  man,  would  have  been  able  to  s-i^- 
gest  a  means  of  procedure.  If  he  c^ti  sug- 
gest a  better  method  than  that  wliiih  the 
Government  have  proposed,  I  am  quite  pre. 
pared  to  support  it,  but,  the  matter  hav- 
ing been  taken  in  hand,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  allow  it  to  drop.  If  we  did  that  it 
would  look  very  suspicious  in  the  eyes  of 
the  public. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[11.54.]. — I  do  not  know  (^^^^(Si^par- 
tkularly  competent  to  express  anOopmion 
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vfoa  a  point  of  this  kind,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Government  are  talcing  a 
wrong  course  to  bring  about  the  result 
vhich  it  seems  they  are  desirous  of  achiev- 
ing. What  is  it  that  the  Go\-ernment 
want?  It  is  discovered  that  Parliament 
has  not  sufficient  power  to  deal  with  in- 
dindtials  who  conunic  breaches  of  the 
powers,  pri\ileges,  and  immunities  of  either 
Houses  of  Parliament.  Persons  who 
offend  in  that  manner  can,  under  existing 
cmditioas,  pursue  th»r  way  impunislied. 
What  the  Govenmient  want  to  discover, 
ApparendT,  is  some  method  by  which  tlwy 
nay  be  Uouglit  to  justice.  The  next  ques- 
tion ii,  whether  this  method  is  the  best. 
Whit  does  the  (government  propose  fo  do  ? 
The>  propose  to  remit  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  oimbeTs  of  Parliament  the  function  of 
diacowring  and  suggesting  the  best  pro- 
cedure for  lihe  trial  and  punishment  of 
pernos  charged  with  breaches  of  the  privi- 
lejw  and  immunities  of  either  House  of 
Farliamnit,  or  of  ihe  members  of  Commit- 
t«  of  either  House.  My  objection  to  the 
nrihod  proposed  is  that  I  do  not  think  that 
a  Selea  Committee  of  laymen,  with  no 
knowledge  of  legal  procedure,  is  the  best 
Knd  of  au  hority  for  devising  ways  and 
neuu  for  punishing  breaches  of*  law. 

^eutor  Best. — There  is  an  otperienced 
1'«}<T  and  constitutimalist  on  the  Commit- 
tee—Sir John  Quick. 

Senator  STEWART.— If  the  Govern- 
mea  dewre  to  deal  wiih  this  matter  right 
of  hand,  they  have  their  own 
m^aI  officers  to  appeal  to,  who  are 
qinie  capable  of  suggesting  what  ought  to 
be  dooe.  If  more  extended  legal  powers 
reiiuired.  what  ihe  Government  ought 
to  do  is  to  bring  in  a  Bill  providing  for  new 
(Mditiier).  I  am  sure  that  the  Senate 
»oold  be  vtry  glad  to  agree  to  it.  But  I 
w  not  see  How  the  matter  is  to  be  for- 
vvded  bv  the  appointment  of  four  lavmen 
m  each  Chamber. 

Senator  Best. — That  is  not  so.  There 
w  two  professional  men  on  the  Committee. 
Soutor  STEWART.— The  Go%'ernment 
professional  men  in  their  own  ranks 
"w  P*T.  Why  remit  a  matter  of  this  kind 
A  UToen  who  know  nothing  dxMit  legal 
proaeihire? 

SottlDr  Best. — I  will  explain  exactly. 
Snaiot  STEWART.— I  shall  be  very 
W  if  the  Minister  will.     I  have  no  de- 
to  lay  anything  about  the  alleged 
against  members  of  Parliament,  be- 
2^thai question  does  not  crop  up  on  the 
P**«Bt  aocian.     But  I  should  like  to  hear 


the  Vice-President  of  the  Eifficutive  Coun- 
cil give  us  some  information  as  to  why  he 
desires  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee rather  than  to  obtain,  a  definite 
opinion  fran  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [11.59]. — 
I  regret  very  much  that  for  one  reascm  or 
another  considerable  misapprehension  has 
been  shown  concerning  the  moti<xi  now 
before  the  Chair.  The  position  is 
simply  this:  That  Parliament  for  years 
past  has  been  subjected  to  defamatory  and 
slanderous  statements.  As  a  rule,  Parlia- 
ment has  been  content  to  listen  to  those 
statements  with  contempt — a  contempt 
that  in  many  cases  they  deserved. 
But  latterly  matters  have  beocwne  more 
acute  by  reason  of  alleged  charges  of 
corrufltion  having  been  made  in  some  news- 
papers. We  thereupcHi  looked  round  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  remedy,  and  we 
found  that  for  years  past  the  State  Parlia- 
ments had  been  ccmtent  to  rely  upcm  the 
most  feeble  of  remedies.  In  our  Standing 
Orders,  for  instance,  it  is  provided  that — 

Any  senator  complaiaiDg  to  the  Senate  of  a 
statement  in  a  newspaper  as  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege «hall  produce  a  copy  of  the  paper  contain- 
ing the  ttatement  in  questioo,  and  be  prepared 
to  give  the  name  of  the  piLater  or  publisher 
and  also  submit  a  substantive  motion  declaring 
the  person  in  question  to  have  been  guilty  of 
contempt. 

What  has  been  regarded  as  anybody's 
business  has  been  nobody's  business,  and 
for  many  reasons  which  we  need  not  go 
Into,  no  individual  senator  has  found  it 
necessar}'  or  wise,  except  in  a  few  instances, 
to  adopt  that  procedure.  But  referring  to 
the  cases  in  which  a  similar  procedure  has 
been  followed  in  the  State  Parliaments, 
has  any  tbiiig  >been  more  unsatisfactory , 
has  anything  as  a  rule  been  less  dignified, 
so  far  as  the  House  taking  the  acticm  was 
concerned  ?  I  do  not  want  to  refer  to  recent 
cases  in  Victoria  where  the  triumphant  hero 
of  the  hour  has  been  the  man  who  has  been 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  House  has 
suffered  indignity  by  reason  of  its  own  im- 
pcrtence.  There  are  cases  where  persons 
have  laid  themselves  out  to  attract  the 
attention  of  Parliament  in  order  to  minis- 
ter to  their  own  vanity,  and  to  be  made 
much  of  by  being  broughti  before  a 
House  of  Parliament  to  be  dealt  with. 
When  stKh  persons  have  been  tnought  to  the 
bar  in  some  cases  a  fine  has  been  recorded 
and  in  other  cases  they  have  4)een  put  on 
the  leads  and  treatn^tiz&e^a^iiO^I^BQost 
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royal  fashicm,  simply  laughing  at  what  the 
House  had  done  and  its  impotence. 

Senator  McColl.— That  only  proves  the 
timidity  of  the  House  to  use  its  powers. 

Senator  BEST.— If  my  honorable  friend 
desires  to  be  a  reformer,  he  is  starting 
rather  late  in  the  day,  because,  as  he  is  an 
old  parliamentarian,  it  has  been  in  his 
power  to  propose  a  method  for  remedying 
that  impotent  condition  of  affairs.  it  is 
really  the  same  so  far  as  the  House  of 
Commons  is  conrerned,  and  unless  they 
have  resorted  to  the  more  serious  form  of 
impeachment,  to  be  followed  by  dire  «mi- 
sequences,  the  usual  condition  of  affairs 
has  been  as  I  have  described.  The  Go- 
vernment have  felt  with  honorable  senators 
that  it  is  undesirable  that  that  state  of  af- 
fairs should  prevail  here.  They  have  con- 
sidered that  this  is  not  a  party  question, 
but  a  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  whde 
Parliament,  and  not  by  one  House  alone. 
Therefore,  quite  irrespective  of  party  feel- 
injj,  they  have  invited  both  Houses  to  con- 
tribute to  a  joint  Committee  of  experienced 
parliamentarians.  Without  any  indication 
of  party  feeling,  thev  have  invited,  on  an 
impartial  basis,  parties  on  all  sides  to  join 
in  suggesting  what  precedure  shall  be  de- 
vised in  order  to  properly  cope  with  the 
defamatory,  scandalous,  and  unscrupulous 
statements  whidi  are  so  frequently 
launched,  and  to  devise  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery. SenatcHT  Stewart  has  asked.  Whv 
have  not  the  Government  introduced  a  Bill 
on  the  subject.  Had  they  taken  that  step, 
the  objection  would  have  been  launched 
that  it  was  a  party  proceeding  on  their 
part,  and  more  than  that,  the  subject  is  too 
important,  too  delicate,  to  be  handled  in 
that  way. 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  Senator  McColl 
said  that  the  Government  were  in  charge 
of  the  corporate  honour  of  Parliament. 

Senator  BEST. — To  some  extent  that 
may  he  so;  but  with  the  impotent  machi- 
nery at  present  in  existence,  it  would  be 
useless  for  the  Government  to  attempt  to 
proceed  against  any  one.  But  the  point  I 
am  making  in  reply  to  Senator  Stewart  is 
that  it  would  have  been  very  unwise  for  the 
Government  to  attempt  to  introduce  a  Bill. 
The  subject  is  too  delicate  and  too  important 
to  be  so  dealt  with,  and  the  Government  will 
be  materially  assisted  by  the  inquiries  of 
representatives  frc»n  all  parties  in  the  Par- 
liament. The  next  point  which  has  been 
made  is  that  the  Committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 


certain  alleged  charges  of  corruption. 
That  is  exactly  what  it  is  not  to  be  ap- 
pointed for,  and  what  it  would  be  unwise 
to  appoint  it  for.  In  the  first  place,  let 
the  machinery  be  settled,  and  then  we  shall 
know  how  to  deal  with  those  who  are  guilty 
of  similar  charges. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Why  not  say  guilty 
ot  these  charges? 

Senator  BEST.— When  the  machinery 
has  been  duly  devised,  tt  will  be  for  the 
Parliament  itself  to  declare  what  pro- 
cedure shall  be  resorted  to  in  regard  to 
either  past  or  future  charges. 

Senator  Givens.— Will  the  new  law  be 
retrospective,  then? 

Senator  BEST.— That  will  be  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Parliament  to  decide. 

Senator  Clemons. — This  is  a  proposal 
to  shelve  the  whole  thing. 

Senator  BEST. — My  honorable  friend 
is  wrong  in  making  that  suggestion,  and 
it  is  not  a  proper  one  to  make.  To  my 
mind,  this  is  the  most  prudent  course 
which  could  be  followed  in  the .  circum- 
stances. ■  1  have  not  read  the  charges  in 
question,  but  understand  that  they  apply 
to  the  members  of  one  House. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  No;  Mr.  Beale's 
charges  apply  to  the  Senate,  and  were  cir- 
culated here  amongst  honorable  senators. 

Senator  BEST. — That,  of  course,  I  can- 
not say  ;  but  I  understand  that  the  charges 
which  were  made  applied  to  one  House. 

Senator  de  Largie. — ^The  more  s»ious 
charges  do. 

Senator  BEST.—Exactly.  What  has 
the  Senate  to  do  with  charges  which  were 
made  against  the  other  House?  It  is  for 
another  place  to  protect  itself. 

Senator  Gray. — We  have  to  deal  with 
charges  against  Parliament  as  a  whole. 

Senator  BEST. — My  honorable  friend 
has  misapprdiended  what  I  said.  I  have 
learned  that  the  more  serious  charges  have 
been  made  against  another  place. 

Senator  Clemons. — Are  there  grades  of 
corruption,  then  ? 

Senator  BEST.— It  is  for  the  other 
House  to  protect  its  own  corporate  honour. 
When  charges  are  made  against  the  Senate 
or  against  the  Senate  in  omnexion  with 
others,  then,  of  course,  a  joint  COTomittee 
may  be  appcnnted.  But  cm  the  present 
occasicm  the  appcmitment  of  a  jtunt  Com- 
mittee is  desired  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
vising machinery.  It  is^ecognised  that 
an  acute  need  f(Hr[jfp^^^i^d@i|Qfi0df@  been 
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deiDonstrated.  .1  submit,  with  great  con- 
fidence, that  we  are  following  the  most 
prudent  course  in  asking  a  representative 
body  to  advise  Parliament  as  to  what  is 
the  wiser  plan  to  pursue.  In  o(»nmend- 
ing  the  motion  with  confidence  to  honor- 
able senators,  I  desire  to  emphasize  the 
delicate  nature  of  tiie  work  which  the  joint 
Committee  will  have  to  undertake.  The 
question  of  public  criticism  and  its  limita- 
tion has  to  be  dealt  with  most  cautiously. 
This  Parliament  would  not  be  justified  in 
curtailing  in  any  way  public  criticism  of  a 
legitimate  character ;  but  where  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  legitimate  and  illegi- 
timate public  criticism  begins  is  a  most 
important  matter.  I  submit  that  this  de- 
licate subject  can  be  handled  more  wisely 
bv  a  repruentative  body  than  it  could  be 
by  the  Government. 

Senator  McCotx. — Will  it  not  be  neces- 
sary, sir,  for  you  first  to  submit  that  part 
of  the  motion  which  affirms  the  principle 
of  appointing  a  Select  Committee  before 
we  proceed  to  deal  with  the  names  of  its 
members?  I  agree  with  the  names  which 
are  proposed,  because  I  do  not  think  that 
better  men  could  have  been  nwninated ; 
but  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opini<»i 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  is  required. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  point  out  to 
the  hoTKwable  senator  that  the  first  part  of 
the  motion  affirms  the  desirability  of 
appcrinting  a  Select  Committee,  and  in- 
volves the  whole  principle.  As  regards  the 
second  part,  it  will  be  open  to  any  honor- 
able senator  to  request  that  the  Select  C«n- 
mittee  should  be  balloted  for,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  a  demand  for  a  ballot,  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  very  little  use  in  sub- 
mitting the  moliion  Tn  -partfs.  But.  of 
course,  the  matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Senate. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  might  be  an  in- 
dication that  some  senators  objected  to  the 
appcHntmmt  of  a  Select  Committee,  but  did 
not  object  in  any  way  to  the  personnel  pro- 
posed. 

The  PRESIDENT.— If  it  is  so  de- 
ared,  I  shall  put  the  motion  in  parts. 

Question — That  a  Select  Committee  be 
appcnnted,  to  join  with  a  Select  Con- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
inquire  and  report  as  to  the  best  procedure 
for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  persons 
charged  with  the  interference  with  or 
breach  of  the  powers,  privileges,  or  im- 
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munities  of  either  House  of  the  Parliament 
or  of  the  members  or  Committees  of  each 
House — put.    The  Senate  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Best,  R.  W. 
Chataway,  T.  D. 
Croft,  J.  W. 
tie  Largie,  H. 
P'raser,  S. 
Gould.  Lt.-Colonel 
Gray,  J.  P. 
HtndersoD,  G. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Macfailaoe,  J. 
Milieu,  £.  D. 


Clemons.  J.  S. 
McColl,  J.  H. 
Sayera,  R.  J. 


...  21 

  5 

 16 

Ayes. 

Mulcahy,  F. 
Needham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Pulsford,  £. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C 
St,  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Neild,  Colonel 

Noes. 

Vardon,  J. 

Teiler: 
Findley,  E. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Question — That  the  members  of  this 
Senate  upon  such  Committee  be  Senatws 
Colonel  Neild,  Henderscm,  Turley,  and 
Chataway ;  two  to  be  a  quorum — resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Question — That  such  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re 
cords,  and  that  the  first  meeting  of  the 
C<Hnmittee  be  held  in  the  Senate  Committee 
Room  on  Wednesday  next,  the  8th  April, 
at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. — proposed. 

Senator  Findley. — As  a  matter  of 
order  I  should  like  to  ask  you,  sir,  whether 
it  is  competent  for  me  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  this  questioni  that  ^he  Committee 
have  power  W  call  the  proprietor  and  edi- 
tor of  the  Sydney  Bulletin,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Beale,  in  ctmnexion  with  this  inquiry.  In 
speaking  to  the  original  question,  I  mMi- 
tloned  that  the  proposed  appointment  of 
the  Committee  was  the  outcome  of  certain 
charges  made  by  the  Sydney  Bulletin  and 
by  Mr.  Beale,  and  it  was  said  that  the 
Committee  would  not  have  the  power  to 
call  the  people  who  are  alleged  to  have 
made  the  charges.  That  is  my  reason  for 
asking  whether  I  am  in  order  in  moving 
in  the  direction  I  have  indicated. 

The  PRESIDEiNT.— The  honorable 
senator  would  not  be  in  order  in  submit- 
ting such  an  amendment.  I  remind  him 
that  what  the  Senate  has  decided  is  to  ap- 
point a  Select  Committee4o  inqiure  into 
and  report  as  to  [t^zliestVpr^t^^C  The 
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motion  carried  is  in  Tery  broad  terms,  and 
does  not  deal  with  any  spedfic  case. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Question — That  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  conveying  the 
above  resolutions — resolved  in  the  aflkma- 
tive. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  BILL. 

/«   Committee   (Consideration  resumed 
from  ist  April,  vide  page  9951). 
Clauses  2  to  9  agreed  to. 
Schedule. 

Introductory  paragraphs  agreed  to. 

Tobacco  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  made  in  Ans- 
tralia,  both  from  imported  and  locally-grown 
leaf,  per  lb.  is.  3d.,  and  on  and  after  5th  Oc- 
tober, 1907,  IS. 

Senator  Cl£hons. — I  have  not  usen  to 
move  any  request  in  connexion  with  this 
item,  but  in  OTder  to  ask  you,  sir,  hOTr  you 
will  rule  with  regard  to  the  insertion  of  a 
new  item,  of  which  I  have  given  notice, 
dealing  with  glucose.  I  wish  to  know 
where  you  consider  it  would  be  most  con- 
venient to  introduce  the  matter.  I  propose, 
in  accordance  with  an  alteration  agreed  to 
in  the  item  confectionery  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill,  to  move  a  re- 
quest that  confectionery  containing  glucose, 
paraffine  wax,  or  plaster  of  Fans,  should 
be  »cisable  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Senator  Muixzauy.  —  Is  there  a  very 
special  reascxi  for  including  glucose? 

Senator  Clehons.  —  There  is  a  very 
special  reason,  because  we  have  inserted  a 
similar  provision  in  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill,  and  it  was  understood  that  it  would 
be  followed  as  a  corollary  by  a  like  pro- 
visicMi  in  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— In  my  opinion— 
and  should  the  honorable  senator  differ 
from  it  he  will,  of  course,  be  at  liberty  to 
refer  my  ruling  to  the  President — he  can 
only  move  to  insert  a  new  item  in  this 
sdwdule  dealing  with  confectionery  con- 
taining glucose.  He  cannot  move  the  in- 
serticm  of  any  item  dealing  with  confec- 
tionery containing  parafline  wax  or  plaster 
of  Paris.  In  the  schedule  to  the  Customs 
Tariff  Bill,  there  was  an  item  dealing  with 
confectionery  which  included  confectionery 
containing  parafline  wax  and  plaster  of 
Paris  as  well  as  glucose,  but  in  the 
sdiedule  now  under  consideration,  no  item 
{lealing  with  confectionery  is  included. 
When  the  Senate  went  into  Committee  in 
the  first  instance  on  these  Bills,  I  intimated 
duu,  in  my  opinion,  the  '^D^c--ttee  had 


not  the  power  to  make  requests  for  the  in- 
sertion of  new  lines  not  appearing  in  the 
schedules.    Senator  demons  will  note  that 
there  is  no  proixjsal  in  this  schedule  dealing 
with  confectionerj'.    There  was  such  a  pro- 
posal contained   in  the   schedule  to  the 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  and  it  was,  therefore, 
competent  for  the  Committee  to  deal  with 
a  request  covering  confectionery  containing 
glucose  or  other  substances.     There  is, 
however,    in     this     schedule     an  item 
dealing   with    glucose,    and    as  confec- 
tiuiery    is    made     containing  glucose, 
the    honcffable    senator    would,    in  my 
opinion,  be  in  order  in  proposing  a  request 
for  the  insertion  of  a  special  item  dealing 
with  confectiOTery  ccmtaining  glucose.  As 
there  is  no  line  in  the  schedule  dealing 
with  either  confectionery,  parafline  wax,  or 
plaster  of  Paris,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
\a:  competmt  for  me  to  receive  a  zeqtiest 
foff  the  impositi(»i       an  Eireise  duty  on 
confectionery  containing  either  of  those 
substances,  or  any  substance  not  dealt  with 
in  the  schedule  as  it  stands.    As  I  said  at 
the  opening  of  my  remarks,  should  the 
honorable  senator  think  it  advisable  he  can 
obtain  the  ruling  of  the  President  on  the 
rpoint.    I  shall  not  have  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  adoption  of  that  course.  The 
ruling  I  have  now  given  is  consistent  with 
what  I  said  when  we  first  went  into  Oxn- 
mittee  on  these  Dills  and  with  a  ruling 
g^ven  in  connexi(»i  with  the  Bounties  Bill. 

Senator  Clemons.— I  am  sorry  that  in 
the  circumstances  I  did  not  privatelv  con- 
sult with  you,  sir,  before  I  raised  this  ques- 
tion. You  will  agree  that  the  point  vou 
have  raised  is  an  extremely  important  me. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
senator  proposes  to  dissent  from  my  mUng 
I  suggest  that  he  should  not  raise  the 
point  until  we  come  to  the  item  glucose.  I 
have  called  on  the  item  tobacco,  and  no 
such  request  as  the  honorable  senator  has 
suggested  could  be  moved  in  connexicoi  with 
that  item.  If  after  we  have  dealt  with  the 
item  now  before  the  Committee,  Senator 
Clemons  will  move  his  propt»ed  request.  I 
shall  rule  that  I  cannot  receive  it,  and  then 
the  honorable  senator  will  be  at  libertv  to 
take  such  action  as  he  thinks  desirable. 

Senator  STEWART  (Quejensland) 
[12.27]. — I  wish  10  move  a  request  for  the 
onussion  of  the  word  "both"  and  the 
words  "locally  grown."  The  first  item 
would  th«»  read — 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  n^^HPf^l^  ^"■* 
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My  object  is  to  provide  for  a  different  duty 
in  the  case  of  locally-grown  leaf.  If  X 
suooeed  in  getting  ttiiese  words  deleted.  I 
shall  move  a  request  for  the  insertion  of 
a  new  item  to  follow  that  now  under  dis- 
cussion — 

"  From  locally-grown  leaf,  per  lb-,  gd." 
As  honorable  senators  will  understand,  the 
intention  is  to  give  a  certain  amount  of  pro- 
tection and  encouragenmtt  to  the  growth 
of  toba£x»  in  Australia,  I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representa rives  be  re- 
qnected  to  amead  tfae  item  '*  Tobacco,  mano- 
factured  n.e.i.,  made  id  Australia>"  by  leaving 
out  the  word  **  both "  .  and  the  words  "  and 
locally-grown." 

Senat<x'  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [12.29]. — Senator 
Stewart's  request  were  canied  and  the  new 
item  he  suggests  were  inserted,  the  effect 
would  be  that  differential  excisable  duties 
would  be  imposed  upon  tobacco  made  horn 
imported  leaf  and  tobacco  made  from 
locally-grown  leaf.-  But  there  would  be  no 
provision  to  cover  the  manufacture,  which 
is  very  common,  of  tobacco  from  a  mixture 
of  locally-grown  and  imported  leaf.  As  the 
item  now  stands,  both  in  this  and  the 
second  line,  it  covers  all  tobacco  locally 
made,  whatever  be  the  proportions  of 
locally-gTDwn  and  imported  leaf  used  in 
it,  or  whether  ^e  tobacco  be  wholly  made 
from  either  leaf.  The  duties  as  they 
stand  bear  a  relaticm  to  the  import  duties. 

Senator  Givens.  —  The  Import  duties 
were  altered  in  this  Chamber. 

Senator  KEATING.  —  A  request  has 
been  made  10  alter  them,  but  I  trust  that 
another  place  will  not  accept  it. 

Senator  Gitens. — Is  it  not  desirable,  in 
case  anothn-  place  does  accept  it,  to  make 
a  similar  request  on  this  item  to  preserve 
tfie  balance? 

Senator  KEATING.  —  Such  a  request 
would  disturb  the  relations  between  the 
duties  ver>*  greatly,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
local  growers  and  manufacturers.  As  I 
stated  on  the  corresponding  item  in  the 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  the  Government,  after 
a  considerable  amount  of  discussion  on  the 
subject  in  another  place,  obtained  frcHn  the 
Queensland  Government  the  services  of 
Mr.  Neville,  the  tobacco  expert  of  that 
State.  He  went  into  the  matter  carefully 
with  the  Customs  officers,  and  with  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Tariff.  Frc9)osals 
were  submitted  in  another  place  modifying 
the  original  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  preserving  the  previous  protection  in 
Kgsrd  to  tobacco  of  pd.  per  lb.,  while  by 


the  imposition  of  duties  of  Excise  in  rela- 
tion to  the  import  duties,  provisioi  was 
made  for  encouraging  the  growth  of 
tobacco  leaf  in  Australia  and  the  stemming 
in  Australia  of  imported  leaf,  rather  than 
its  importation  already  stemmed.  Those 
proposals  met  with  the  acquiescence  of  an- 
other place.  I  hope  Senator  Stewart  will 
realize  rhe  danger  of  disturbing  the  duties 
which  have  been  so  adjusted.  So  far  as  I 
know,  there  was  nothing  of  a  party  signi- 
ficance in  the  decisiwi  ultimately  arrived  at. 
It  was  recognised  on  all  sides  in  araHber 
place,  even  by  those  who  held  very  diver- 
gent views  about  the  (nriginal  proposals,  that 
this  compromise  securely  and  adequately 
protected  and  conserved  all  interests,  with- 
out giving  one  an  imdue  advantage  o^'er 
the  other.  For  that  reason,  and  also  for 
the  reason  which  I  first  urged,  I  hope  that 
the  request  will  not  be  persisted  in. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  |.i2-343. 
— This  is  a  very  interesting  item,  about 
which  some  honorable  senators  may  have 
conflicting  and  scmiewhat  erroneous  ideas. 
From  a  proteciionist  point  of  view  two 
considerations  arise.  On  the  one  hand, 
some  honorable  senators  desire  to  protect 
the  manufacturers  specially,  and,  in  fact, 
almost  solely.  It  other  words,  they 
desire  to  protect  onlv  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
those — and  it  is  with  them  that  I  am  in 
sympathy- — who  desire  to  encourage  the 
growth  of  tobacco  in  Australia.  I  am  gl^d 
to  be  with  them  in  that  desire.  X  am  not 
OKicemed  at  all  to  help  on  the  operations 
of  the  big  Tobacco  Trust  which  represents 
the'  manufacturers  here.  To  use  an 
analogy,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  say 
which  I  should  care  to  encourage — the 
production  of  wheat  in  Au^ralia  or  its 
manufacture  into  flour — I  should  certainly 
say  under  those  circumstances  that  I  ciiose 
to  encourage  its  growth. 

Senator  Story.  —  Why  not  encourage 
both? 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  After  making 
long  inquiry  into  the  question,  not  only 
on  the  Tariff  Commission,  but  elsewhere, 
I  have  come  to  the  ccxiclusion  that  if  any 
honorable  senator  wants  specially  to  help 
on  the  growth  of  tobacco  in  Australia  he 
can  do  it  well  and  .easily  by  increasing  the 
duty — and  that  is  the  nwmal  method 
adopted  by  protectionistis — oa  imptnted 
unmanufactured  tobacco.  If  some  honor- 
able senators  hajt^  not  their  ^^uf^nsight 
clouded  scmietimes'  by  giving  oodnderatiop 
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to  the  desires  of  the  manufacturers,  they»  be- 
ing protectionists,  would  see  with  me  that 
the  way  to  encourage  tiie  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Australia  is  to  adopt  their  ordinary 
metiiod  of  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on 
tobacco  imported  in  an  unmanufactured 
form.  I  am  glad  than  in  the  Customs 
Tariff  Bill  we  increased  the  import  duty 
on  urmianufactured  tobacco. 
Senator  Story. — properly. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  interjection.  To  precisely  the 
extent  to  which  we  have  increased  that 
duty,  we  have  helped  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Australia — if  protection  does  help,  as 
Senator  Story  believes  that  it  does.  If  we 
had  wanted  to  help  it  more — assuming  al- 
ways that  protection  will  help  it — we  could 
have  done  so  by  putting  a  still  heavier 
duty  on  imported  unmanufactured  tobacco. 
What  would  have  been  the  result*  to  the 
CMnbine?  The  axnbine  are  here  to  make 
tobacco  in  its  finished  condition,  and  to 
sell  it  at  a  profit.  They  do  so.  What 
would  be  ^he  result  if  this  Parliament 
said  to  tliem,  "If  you  are  going  to  carry 
on  these  operatims  of  yours,  and  to  make 
all  these  profits,  we  shall  take  care  that 
you  do  so  by  consuming  and  using  tobacco 
grown  in  Australia,  and  90  encouraging 
the  growth  of  Australian  tobacco,  but  we 
shall  not  enable  you  to  do  it  by  merely  im- 
porting tobacco  which  has  probably  been 
grown  by  yourselves  in  America?"  That 
is  the  true  inwardness  of  the  whole  of  this 
tobacco  question.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
manufacturers  here  will  say  that  no 
tobacco  is  offering  in  Australia  that  they 
can  manufacture  in  a  form  palatable  to 
Australian  smokers,  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  import  leaf.  That  may  or  may  not 
he.  I  have  grave  doubts  about  it.  I  be- 
lieve that  tobacco  can  be  grown  in  Aus- 
tralia just  as  wheat  is  grown,  but  it  is  not 
to  the  interests  of  the  tobacco  cwnbine  to 
bring  it  about. 

Senator  Gitens.  —  The  proper  way  to 
aaxmplish  the  object  which  the  honorable 
senators  and  myself  have  in  view  is  to  re- 
duce the  Excise  on  tobacco  made  from  Aus- 
tralian leaf. 

Senator  CLEMOX.S.— N'o.  The  way  to 
accomplish  our  object  is  to  adopt  the  hon- 
orable senator's  ordinary  protectionist 
method  of  impcHiing  a  higher  duty  on  the 
imported  leaf. 

Senatw  Stewart. — Cannot  we  arrive  at 
the  same  result  in  this  way  ? 

Senator  CLRMONS.— We  cannot,  and 
if  we  triedt  the  combine  would  beat  us. 


SenatCff  Givens. — The  protectim  is  now 
ruled  by  the  import  duty.  If  we  reduce 
the  Excise,  Australian-grown  leaf  will  have 
so  much  more  protection. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  does  not  want 
more  protection  in  that  way.  If  the 
Excise  duty  is  retained,  the  combine  will 
have  abundant  protection  .so  long  as  they 
use  Australian-grown  leaf. 

Senator  Stewart. — There  is  only  a  dif- 
ference of  6d. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— But  the  difference 
to  the  ccHnbine,  if  they  use  Australian 
leaf,  is  enormous.  We  iiave  imposed  an 
import  duty  on  unmanufactured  tobaax)  of 
3s.  6d.  per  lb.  It  was  3s.  3d.  That 
means  that  for  every  pound  of  Australian- 
grown  leaf  iJiat  the  combine  care  to  use 
in  the  production  of  the  finished  article, 
they  can  avoid  paying  a  duty  of  3s.  6d. 
When  we  remember  the  price  the  txnnbine 
would  have  to  pay  for  Australian  leaf,  the 
enormous  difference  is  discernible  at  once. 
Thev  do  not  and  will  not  pay  more  than 
an  average  of  about  6d.  per  pound  for  the 
Australian  leaf  itself,  whereas,  if  they  im- 
port the  unmanufactured  tobacco,  they 
have  to  pay  an  import  duty  of  35.  66.,  in 
addition  to  the  cost  of  growing  that  to- 
bacco elsewhere.  There  is  no  readier  way 
of  compelling  the  combine  to  use  Austra- 
lian leaf,  and  so  encouraging  the  growth 
of  tobacco  in  Australia,  frcmi  the  point  of 
view  of  protectionists,  than  by  still  fur- 
ther, if  nece^ry,  increasing  the  protective 
duty  on  unmanufactured  tobacco. 

Senator  Givens. — ^We  cannot  go  back  to 
the  import  duty  on  tobacco  now. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— No;  but  what  if 
we  do  not?  We  have  said  to  the  CMn- 
bine— "If  you  import  your  leaf  you  shall 
pay  3s.  6d.  per  pound  on  it,  but  if  you 
want  to  make  bigger  pn^ts,  the  road_  is 
clear  fw  you — you  can  do  so  by  using 
Australian -grown  instead  of  imported  to- 
bacco." They  have  a  magnificent  oppw- 
tunity.  The  Tariff  Commission  supplied 
evidence  in  abundance  that  they  can  buy, 
and  have  Ixiught,  Australian -grown  to- 
bacco at  prices  ranging  frwn  6d.  to  lod. 
per  pound.  If  they  use  a  large  percent- 
age of  that,  their  profits,  which,  as  they 
admit,  are  all  right  now,  will  become  enor- 
mous.    We  offer  that  temptati<Hi  to  them. 

Senator  Givens. — They  will  not  import 
unmanufactured  tobacco  at  3s.  6d.,  but 
wilt  import  it  under  item  21  of  the  Cus- 
toms Tariff  scb^^,^^^ijiefcte  un- 
stemmed.  ^' 
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Senator  CLEMONS.— They  may  oi 
may  not ;  but,  in  any  case,  we  have  put 
heavy  duties  00  all  unmanufactured  to- 
bacco. 

Senabv  Stewast. — ^They  could  import 
manufactured  tobacco  at  3s.  6d. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  But  they  are 
manufacturing  here. 

Senator  Stewart.— They  are  manufac- 
turing it  unstemraed. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — The  question  of 
stemming  or  unstemming  does  not  affect  the 
main  question.  The  combine,  operating  in 
Australia,  are  engaged  in  turning  out  manu- 
factured tobacco  in  a  c<Hnmerdat  form,  and 
in  order  to  do  that  they  have  to  use  un- 
manufactured leaf.  They  can  get  that  un- 
manufactured leaf  (Mily  in  two  ways— by 
importing  it  and  paying  a  heavy  duty,  or 
by  using  the  hcane-grown  leaf,  and  paying 
no  duty  on  it,  but  subsequently  paying  the 
same  Eidse  whether  the  leaf  is  imported  or 
home-grown.  The  lever  which  we  hold  to 
compel  them  to  use  Australian-grown  to- 
bacco is,  from  the  point  of  view  of  honor- 
able senators  opposite,  supplied  by  the  im- 
port duty  <m  the  leaf  itself.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  Senat<H'  Stewart  will  not  attempt 
to  <£stiirb  the  Esnse.  By  so  doing  he  will 
not  secure  the  object  be  has  in  view.  He 
will  not  indiKe  the  growth  of  another 
pound  of  tobacco  in  Atistralia,  but  will 
simply  be  playing  into  the  hands  of  the 
combine,  adding  to  their  profits,  and  even 
going  further  by  removing  from  them  the 
incentive  to  use  more  Australian-grown  to- 
bacco. 

Senator  Givens. — Why  should  we  col- 
lect a  large  Excise  on  tobacco?  Why  should 
the  tobsuxo  smoker  be  penalized? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  hope  that  the 
honn-able  senator  will  forgive  me  fcx*  not 
£<nrig  into  that  question.  The  important 
pmnt  is  the  effect  of  the  tobacco  duties  on 
the  growing  of  tobacco  in  Australia.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  encouraging  its  manufac- 
ture, or  it  ought  not  to  be. 

SenatOT  Givens. — It  will  give  a  greater 
protection  if  we  wipe  out  the  Excise  alto- 
gether. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  My  opinion  is 
that  the  best  way  to  encourage  the  growth 
of  tobacco  in  Australia  is  not  by  reducing 
the  Excise  duties,  but  by  keeping  them  up. 
If  the  request  were  agreed  to  the  ccmbine 
would  say,  "You  have  made  it  all  the  easier 
for  us,  and  made  still  greater  the  profits 
which  we  shall  derive  by  importing  our  un- 
manufactured tobacco  from  America."  It 
can  have  no  other  result.    As  a  matter  ot 


fact,  the  combine  are  doing  well  at  presoit, 
and  any  reduction  of  the  Ezdse  must  ob- 
viously add  to  thtir  profits.  Theref(»e,  it 
would  add  to  their  opporttuiities  of  con- 
tinuing the  same  methods  as  they  are  carry- 
ing on  at  present  —  namely,  importing 
tobacco,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  their  own 
plantatims  in  America,  and  using  it  under 
our  Customs  and  Excise  conditions  in  such 
a  way  as  to  make  a  large  profit  by  manu- 
facturing it  in  Australia.  If  Senator 
Givens  wanted  to  take  hold  of  the  Combine 
by  the  throat  and  force  them  to  use  Aus- 
tralian tobacco,  there  is  a  very  plain 
method  open  to  him — to  increase  the  Ex- 
cise. 

Senator  Givens.  —  That  is  nonsense. 
The  h(niorable  senator  wants  to  get  more 
revenue. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  not  dealing 
with  the  question  of  revenue  at  all.  I  am 
dealing  with  the  Combine  and  its  opera- 
tions. If  the  Excise  were  increased,  the 
Combine  would  say,  "The  duties  Parlia- 
ment has  imposed  on  us  have  been  in- 
creased by  the  imposition  of  the  Excise. 
We  will  have  to  make  up  fbr  that  scMne- 
how."  How  can  that  be  done?  It  is  as 
open  and  clear  as  daylight  that  they  can 
make  up  the  difference  by  supplanting 
unmanufactured  imported  tobacco  on  whi(£ 
they  have  to  pay  import  duties,  with  to- 
bacco grown  in  Australia,  on  which  they 
have  to  pay  no  import  duty  at  all. 

Senator  Givens.— It  would  be  the  same 
if  there  were  no  Excise  duties. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— If  the  Excise 
duties  were  wiped  out  altogether,  the  result 
would  be  that  the  Combine  wourd  say  to 
every  Australian  tobacco  grower,  "  Take 
away  your  stuff.  We  won't  have  it  at  any 
price."  They  do  not  care  two-pence  for 
the  Australian  tobacco,  but  if  th^  were 
forced  to  say :  "We  will  have  to  take  this 
Australian  tobacco  in  order  to  make  our 
profits,"  they  would  give  Some  considera- 
tion to  ifl. 

Senator  Findley. — A  reduction  in  the 
Excise  duty  will  not  mean  any  reduced 
price  to  the  consumer. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— We  all  know 
that. 

Senator  Givens. — Would  a  higher  Ex- 
cise mean  an  increased  price? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not  think 
so. 

Smator  Givens. — Well,  why  not  put 

on  5s.  or  6s.  a  lb. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— A  higher  Excise 
within  limits  would  not  increase  the  price 


10018  Excise  Tariff  [SENATE.] 


of  tobaooo,  because  the  price  would  then 
be  governed  the  pnix  of  the  imported 
manufactured  artide.  But  the  Comtnne 
would  have  to  lock  about  for  the  profits 
they  were  losing,  and  they  would  make 
them  up  by  using  an  additional  proporti<ux 
of  Australian-grown  tobacco. 

Senator  STORV  (South  Australia) 
[12.48]. — I  am  entirely  in  sympathy  with 
the  object  of  Sendtcn:  Stewart  in  E»opo6- 
ing  this  request,  but  the  Minister  of  Home 
Anairs  has  pointed  out  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  would  occur  owing  to  the  fact 
that  so  many  tobaccoes  locally  made  are 
composed  of  partly  Australian  leaf  and 
partly  American  leaf.  In  some  brands  of 
Australian-made  tobacco,  three-fourths  of 
the  tobacco  used  is  Australia-grown,  and 
one-fourth  American. 

Senator  Cleuons. — There  is  very  little 
Australian. 

Senator  STORY.— Some  of  the  brands 
are  Australian.  I  know  what  1  am  talk- 
about,  because  I  have  had  the  advantaige 
of  going  through  most  of  the  tobacco  fac- 
tories in  Australia,  and  have  made  very  full 
inquiries.  Another  objedion  to  the  request 
is  the  fact  that  nearly  all  of  what  are 
called  purely  Australian  tobaccoes  are 
covered  with  the  imported  leaf.  There 
has  not  yet  been  grown  in  Australia  leaf 
of  the  peculiar  gloss  and  smoothness 
which  makes  tobacco  in  the  plug  look  so 
nicely  finished.  If  the  request  -vere  agreed 
to,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  manufac- 
turers, in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
lower  Excise,  to  cover  their  tobacco  with 
Australian-grown  leaf  of  a  rougher  tex- 
ture, which  would  make  it  look  a  very  in- 
ferior article,  and  that,  I  am  afraid, 
would  increase  the  prejudice  that  already 
exists  against  Australian  ■  tobacco.  I  am 
entirely  with  Senator  demons  in  desiring 
to  encourage  in  every  way  the  growth  of 
Australian  tobacco.  I  believe  if  it  is  en- 
couraged sufficiently,  that  in  the  not  very 
distant  future  we  shall  be  able  to  grow  in 
Australia  the  great  bulk  of  the  tobacco  con- 
sumed in  the  Commonwealth.  I  hope  the 
request  will  not  be  agreed  to.  It  would 
lead  to  endless  complications,  and,  1  be- 
lieve, to  deceptions  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 
facturers to  a  very  much  greater  extent  than 
obtains  at  present.  We  know  that  mixed 
tobacco  is  sold  as  American  leaf.  If  the 
request  were  agreed  to,  the  effect  would  be 
to  make  the  purely  Australian  tobacco  ap- 
pear inferior  to  American  tobacco,  because 
the  finish  would  not  be  nearly  as  good. 


Senator    PULSFORD    (New  South 
Wales)  [12.51]. — In  fixing  specific  duties 
on  most  of  the  articles  with  which  we  are 
dealing,  we  are  accustomed  to  impose  the 
duties  on  large  quantities — for  instance, 
tons.     When  we  have  an  Excise  duty  of 
so  much  per  lb.,  we  are  apt  to  lose  sight 
of  what  a  large  amount  it  may  come  to  per 
ton ;  and  when  we  propose  to  take  off  a 
large  pioporticm  of  that  duty,  we  lose 
sight  of  the  great  amount  that  we  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  dealers  or  the  protected 
manufacturers.      The  importer  of  manu- 
factured tobacco  must  pay  3s.  6d.  per  lb., 
which  comes  to  ^^392  per  ton.     The  local 
manufacturer  is  in  the  position  of  only 
being  called  upon  to  pay  js.  6d.  per  lb., 
or  IS.  9d.  per  lb.,  which  will  be  the  rate 
if  the  request  made  by  the  Senate  be 
agreed    to,     and    an     additional  Ex- 
cise   duty    of    IS.   per  lb.,  or  a  total 
of  2s.  9d.  per  lb.,  which  gives  him  a  pro- 
tection of  £,%^  per  ton,  supposing  he  uses 
nothing  but  imported  tobacco,  on  which  he 
is  paying  the  full  charges.   But  if  the  local 
manufacturer  uses  all  Austral  ian-prown  to- 
bacco, th«i  the  only  charge  to  which  he  is 
subject  is  that  of  is.  per  lb.  Excise  duty. 
He  escapes  altogether  the  heav}'  charge  of 
IS.  9d.,  per  lb.  which  has  to  be  paid  on 
imported  tc^>acco.    The  Excise  duty  of 
IS.  per  lb.  amounts  to  £112  per  ton,  and 
the  difference  between  that  amount  and  the 
amount  which  has  to  be  paid  per  ton  on  the 
imported  tobacco  is  immense.    It  is  so  pro- 
digious that  if  Australian  tobacco  were  of 
first-class  quality  there  would  not  be  a 
pound  of  foreign  tobacco  imported.  The 
margin  is  so  great,  however,  that  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  reduced — certainly  it  ought 
not  to  be  increased.    Everjbody,  I  hope^ 
can   see  that  the  enormous  margin  ex- 
isting has  not  stimulated   the  production 
of  fine  tobacco  in  Australia,  and  increasing 
that  margin  by  a  third  or  a  fourth  mcwe 
is   not   likely   to   further   stimulate  the 
industry.      Honorable  senators  know  that 
I  am  anxious    to   reduce    duties  where 
they  can  be  legitimately  reduced.  The 
Excise  duty  in  this  case  is  levied  a  long, 
way    under  the   level   of   the  Custans 
duties,  and  the  margin  is  of  such  an  enor- 
mous character  that  the  proposal  to  increase 
it  is,  I  think,  exceedingly  rash,  and  if 
carried   would   show    honorable  senators 
to  be  altogether  neglectful  of  the  con- 
sideration they  owe  to*-^  _rewMiue  of 
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Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [12.54]. 
— Like  Senator  Story,  I  am  sympathetic 
towards  the  request  sutwutted  by  Senator 
Stewart;  but  I  foresee  very  |^eat  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  giving  full  effect  to 
it     Senator  Stewart  is  desirous  of  giving 
the  full  measure  of  protectioD  to  the  Aus- 
tralian-grown tobacco  and  to  those  manu- 
facturers turning  out  the  Australian-grown 
tobacco  in  a  manufactured  state.  Thexe 
is  a  duty  at  present  operative  of  is.  6d. 
per  lb.  on  stemmed  tti>acco,  and  2S.  per 
lb.  on  unstemmed  tobacco.    If  the  manu- 
facturers of  tobacco  import  their  raw  ma- 
terial stemmed  they_  have  to  pay  zs.  tjer 
111.  duty  on  it,  but  if  they  introduce  it  un- 
stemmed they  only  have  to  pay  is.  6d. 
per  lb.   Hiis  gives  a  clear  meastu-e  of  pro- 
tecticm  to  the  amount  of  is.  6d.  per  lb. 
to  the  grower  of  Australian  tobacco  leaf.. 
No  doubt  the  effect  of  that  protection  will 
be  10  encourage  people  to  put  more  land 
under  cultivation  for  the  purpose  of  growing 
tobacco  leaf.  Senator  Stewart  wants  to  give 
further    protection    to    the  Australian 
grower.      All      manufactured  tobacoKs 
whether  made  from  Australian  or  imptnted 
tobacco  pay  a  duty  of  is.  per  lb,  and  Sena- 
tor Stewart's  request  is  to  make  the  duty  in 
fai'our  of  ihe  Australian  grower  is.  96.  per 
lb.     I  see  difficulties  in  the  way  of  levy- 
ing Excise  on  tobaccoes  made  entirely  from 
Australian  tobacco.      Like  Senator  Story, 
I  have  visited,  and  observed'  the  operations 
carried  on  in,  tobaco)  factories  in  two  or 
more  States.    I  believe  with  Senator  Story 
that  there  is  no  absolutely  Australian  to- 
bacco manufactured. 

Senator  Stohy.  —  Only  some  of  the 
twist. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  I  believe  it  is 
quite  a  rarity  to  find  any  Australian  tobactx) 
made  up  as  Australia-grown  leaf.  As 
Senator  Story  has  pcunted  out,  the  quality 
of  the  article  is  improved  by  an  admixture 
of  American  and  Australian  tobaccoes.  At 
any  rate,  by  mixing  the  leaf  a  flavour  ac- 
ceptable to  the  palate  of  the  majority  of 
moken  is  given. 

Senator  Gkat. — All  the  erideiKe  proves 
that. 

Senator  FINDLEY.  —  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  are  innumerable  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  the  request,  and  to  a 
^reat  exteat  it  would  open  the  door  to  those 
who  would  be  dishmiest. 

Sifting  Musptndtd  fram  i  to  2.2$  P-m. 


Senator  FINDLEY.— When  the  Com- 
mittee adjourned  for  lunch,  1  was  pointing 
out  that  the  seeming  impossibility  of  giving 
full  effect  to  the  request  of  Senator 
Stewart  made  it  almost  impossible  for  me 
to  record  a  vote  in  its  favour.  I  was  stating 
that  the  Australian  grower  to-day  has  a 
protective  duty  to  the  extent  of  is.  6d. 
per  lb.,  and  that  if  the  request  which  the 
CcHnmittee  has  already  made  to  another 
place  be  agreed  to,  he  will  have  a  further 
protection  of  3d.  per  lb.,  that  is  a  protec- 
tion of  IS.  9d.  per  lb.,  on  the  unstemmed 
tobacco,  and  of  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  on  the 
stemmed  tobacco.  I  am  satisfied  that  even 
if  the  present  request  were  carried,  it 
would  not  cause  any  larger  consumption  of 
Australian  tobacco.  The  unokers  will  have 
that  which  suits  them  best,  and,  say  what 
we  will,  the  average  smoker  prefers  the 
tobacco  made  from  the  imported  leaf.  If 
we  reduce  the  Excise  duty,  who  is  to  be 
advantaged?  I  agree  with  Senator  Clenxxis 
that  the  Australian  grower  will  get  no  fur- 
ther advantages,  because  there  will  be  no 
additional  consumption  of  Australian  leaf. 
The  pipe  smoker  will  not  get  the  advan- 
tage;  he  will  have  to  pay,  I  think,  the 
same  price  if  the  Excise  duty  be  reduced 
as  he  is  paying  to-day.  Then  into  whose 
pockets  would  the  reduced  Excisa  go  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  go  into 
the  pockets  of  that  combine  whidi  has  al- 
most a  monopcdy  of  the  Australian  mar- 
ket, and  which  we  kncm  is  making  im- 
mense profits  in  connexion  with  this  induft- 
try.  For  these  reasons,  I  feel  that  I  can- 
not support  the  request. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [2.18]. 
■ — I  had  intended  to  move  a  request  to  the 
effect  that  all  the  ingredients  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  article  should  also  be 
dutiable.  But,  on  inquiry,  I  found  that, 
while  a  very  large  proportion  of  outside 
material  is  used  by  the  manufacturers  in 
the  preparation  of  manufactured  tobacco, 
they  have  to  pay  Excise  duty  on  the  weight 
of  the  outside  ingredients,  and  get 
the  vrhcAe  of  those  ingredients  free  of 
import  duty  under  departmental  by- 
laws. I  think  it  is  very  hard  that  they 
should.  I  admit  that  I  cannot  cure  the 
evil  by  submitting  a  request  for  an  amend- 
ment of  this  line  in  the  sdiedule.  It  is 
strictly  relevant  to  the  issue,  however, 
wh^her  they  should  be  afforded  fiuther  as- 
sistance by  a  remission  of  the  Excise  duty. 
They  -undoubtedly  gain  a  slight  advantage. 
I  propose  to  read  again  4~^^«K^f»esting 
statement  which  itS!FSmtW£~i^tep\y  t9 
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an  inquiry.  On  the  24th  September,  1902, 
Senator    Pulsfcwd   asked    the  fdlowing 

questicHi — 

Wtat  are  approximately  the  average  quan- 
tities of  the  various  articles  which  are  being 
delivered'  free  of  duty  to  the  tobacco  manu* 
facturera— as  referred  to  in  the  questkm 
answered  on  the  38th  August— per  month,  for 
the  whole  CQmmonwealth  ? 

The  honorable  senator  was  informed  that 
the  monthly  average  for  the  Commonwealth, 
was  estimated  as  follows — 

Sugar,  19,884  lbs.;  liquorice,  2r,7o6  lbs.; 
glucose,  2,240  lbs. ;  glycense,  171342  lbs. ;  gum 
arnbic,  303  lbs. ;  block  juice,  161  lbs. ;  essential 
oils,  42  gallons;  Savoring  essences,  32  gallons; 
tags,  2 .  tons «tarch,  200  lbs. ;  cigarette  papers, 
£iyt  value ;  spices,  5,063  lbs. }  vaseline,  18 
lbs. ;  dry  ingredients,  146  lbs. ;  spirits,  1,280^ 
gallons. 

Senator  Keating. — Were  all  those  quan- 
tities imported? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Not  necessarily. 
It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  great  regret 
to  me  that  our  tobacco  manufacturers  are 
practically  encouraged  by  a  departmental 
by-^law  to  miix  in  Itheii"  tobacco  all  the 
ingredients  I  have  mentioned. 

Senator  Findley.  —  In  Great  Britain 
tobaoco  manufacturers  are  not  permitted  to 
add  anything  to  the  tobacco  leaf. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— No.  Our  tobaoco 
manufacturers  derive  a  considerable  advant- 
age from  being  able  to  add  all  these  in- 
-gredients  —  not  perhaps  the  whole  advan- 
tage, because  some  of  the  articles  are  pro- 
duced locally,  and,  in  any  case,  they  pay 
Excise  duty  on  the  bulk  weight.  But,  so 
far  as  any  imported  ingredients  are  used, 
this  Government,  followmg  the  practice  of 
previous  Ministries,  enables  the  manufac- 
turers to  use  those  ingredients  free  of  im- 
port duty. 

Senator  Findley, — And  with  the  assist- 
ance of  those  ingredients  they  are  able  to 
make  from  100  lbs.  of  tobacco  leaf  112 
lbs.  of  manufactured  tobacco. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  am  glad  that 
the  honorable  senator  has  been  able  to  work 
that  out.  I  feel  sure  that  Senator  Stewart, 
now  that  he  has  had  the  advantage  of  hear- 
ing the  figures  for  1902,  will  reo^nise 
with  me  that  the  Tobacco  Combine  wants 
no  furtheir  rights  or  concessions.  In  fact, 
I  hope  that  the  d^y  will  come  when  he  and 
others  will  join  with  me  in  trying  to  get 
that  departmental  by-law  revoked,  and  tak- 
ing proper  steps  to  induce  the  Ministry  to 
see  how  wrong  it  is  to  the  consumers  gene- 
rally that  tobacco  manufacturers  should 
have  the  privilege  of  avoiding  the  payment 


of  import  duty  because  they  are  going  to  mix 
all  those  ingredients  with  ordinary  tobacco 

leaf. 

Request  negatived. 
Item  agreed  ta 

Item  (Tobaoco,  hand  made,  strand),  itenk 
(Cigars),  item  (Cigarettes),  and  item  (Snuff) 

agreed  to. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [2.24]. 
Now  that  we  have  passed  all  the  items  re- 
lating to  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes,  and 
snuff,  I  suggest  to  the  Chairman  that  this  is 
a  convenient  place  for  me  to  submit  a  re- 
quest for  the  insertion  of  the  new  item  I 
have  indicated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  I-  do  not  think  I 
can  receive  the  request  at  this  stage.  I  can 
only  receive  it  in  connexiai  with  the  item 
"  Glucose  "  when  it  is  reached. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Perhaps,  sir,  it 
will  be  convenient  for  me  to  test  the  ques* 
tion  now. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  suggest  to  the 
hcMiorable  senator  that  it  will  strengthen 
his  case  if  he  submits  his  request  after 
the  item  "Glucose"  has  been  reached. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  think  thai! 
would  be  rather  a  oxioessim  on  the  part 
of  the  Chairman. 

The  CHAIRMAN— If  the  honorable 
senator  submits  a  request  now  for  the  in- 
sertion of  a  new  paragraph,  I  shall  have 
to  rule  that  it  cannot  be  received,  but  if 
he  submits  a  request  in  connexion  with  the 
item  "Gluoose,"  I  shall  rule  that  it  can 
be  received. 
Senator  CLEMONS.— I  move- 
That  the  House  or  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  insert  after  the  item  "Snuff,"  the 
following  new  item  ; — "Confectionery  contaiiw 
ing  Glucose,  Paraffine  Wax  or  Plaster  of  Paris, 
per  lb.,  2d." 

The  CHArRMAN.— For  the  reasons  I 
have  already  given,  this  is  a  request  whtcfai 
I  axnider  that  I  cannot  receive. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  beg  to  submit  a 
formal  dissent  from  the  ruling. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  Senator  demon* 
has  handed  in  a  formal  dissent  from  my; 
ruling  in  these  words — 

I  dissent  from  the  Chairman's  ruling  to  the 
effect  that  be  cannot  receive  a  request  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  insert  a  new  item 
as  follows: — "Confectionery,  containing  glu- 
cose, paraffine  was  or  plaster  of  Paris,  2d.  per 
lb." 

/«  /A«  Senate: 

The  Chairman  of  Comhittees. — 1 
have  to  import  that  in  .  Committee  on  a 
Bill  for  an  Act  D^s^^to^diHilg^  Excise, 
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when  CMisidering  the  schedule,  after  having 
dealt  with  the  item  SnufF,  Senator  Clemons 
moved  a  request  to  insert  the  following  new 
line — 

"  Coofectionery  oontaining  glocose,  paraffibe 
wax,  or  plaster  of  Palis,  per  lb.,  ad." 

I  ruled  that  I  could  not  receive  that  re- 
quest, because  it  was  a  request  to  insert  a 
new  item  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill,  and 
not  a  request  to  amend  or  omit  an  item  al- 
ready in  the  schedule.  I  did  so  in  accord- 
ance with  what  I  take  to  be  a  direction 
contained  in  section  53  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  provides — 

The  Senate  may  at  any  stage  return  to  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTcs  any  proposed  law 
which  the  Senate  may  not  amend,  requesting  by 
message  the  omission  or  amendment  of  any  items 
or  provisions  therein.  And  the  House  of  Re- 
preseotatives  may,  if  it  thinks  &t,  make  any 
«f  such  omisuons  or  amendments  with  or  with- 
out modifications. 

J  am  not  called  upon  to  construe  the  Con- 
stitution, but  we  have  no  Standing  Orders 
io  guide  us  in  this  matter,  and  it  sems 
to  me  that  section  53  of  the  Constitution 
means  that  in  resnect  of  an  item  in  a 
schedule  to  a  Bill  we  can  only  request  its 
omission  or  amendment,  and  that  we  cannot 
ir\sert  any  new  item  or  provision  in  the  Bill. 
I  intimated  to  Senator  Clemons  that  I 
thought  he  could  to  some  extent  deal  with 
the  matter  be  proposed  to  raise  under  the 
item  "Glucose  "  in  the  schedule,  which  was 
under  consideration,  by  moving  a  request 
for  the  insertion  of  a  sub-item  under  that 
iine,  making  ctMifectionery  containing  glu- 
cose liable  to  an  Excise  duty.  However, 
that  point  does  not  arise  at  this  stage.  My 
ruling  was  that  the  honorable  senator  could 
not  move  his  request  for  the  insertion  of  a 
new  line  in  the  schedule,  seeing  that  it 
did  not  propose  the  amendment  or  omission 
of  any  existing  item  in  the  schedule. 

Senator  Cleuons. — I  have  listened  at- 
tentively to  what  the  honorable  senator  has 
said,  because,  al^ough  the  matter  was  in- 
cidentally referred  to  in  Ccxnmittee  a  little 
time  ago,  I  had  not  been  able  to  grasp  the 
real  objection  to  my  request.  In  making 
his  statement  the  Chairman  called  atten- 
tion to  section  53  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  I  venture  to  say  thijit  I  am 
sorrv  such  a  reference  was  made.  I  do  not 
wi^  again  to  bring  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate,  and  consequentlv  to  suggest 
for  the  consideraticHi  of  honorable  members 
in  another  place,  any  question  of  the  limita- 
tion of  the  powers  of  the  Senate.  As  vou, 
sir,  have  been  a  member  of  the  Federal 
Pariiament    since    the   inauguration  of 


Federation,  I  need  not  remind  you  that  this 
matter  was  threshed  out  at  very  great  length 
some  years  ago,  and  the  conclusi<»i  th«i 
arrived  at  was  that  in  the  moving  of  re- 
quests, even  upon  Moiey  Bills,  and  not- 
withstanding section  53  of  the  Constitution, 
there  is  practually  no  limit  placed  upon 
the  powers  of  the  Senate.  I  shall  make 
no  further  reference  to  the  bearing  of  the 
constitutional  sectitm  quoted,  because,  al- 
though the  Chairman  of  Committees  re- 
ferred to  it,  I  do  not  think  that  he 
attaches  very  much  importance  to  the  re- 
ference since  he  did  not  proceed  to  argue 
upon  that  basis.  With  respect  to  any 
limitations  imposed  by  our  own  Standing 
Orders,  I  might  remind  you,  sir,  of  a 
ruling  which  you  gave  a  short  time  ago. 
Though,  before  you  gave  that  ruling,  I 
had  dissented  frcrni  the  views  it  enundated, 
I  may  remind  you  that  it  was  given  in 
connexion  with  a  reference  to  you  upon 
a  question  somewhat  similar  to  that  which 
has  now  arisen.  I  have  no  means  at  hand 
of  quoting  the  exact  words  you  used 
in  giving  that  ruling,  but,  putting  the 
matter  in  simple  language,  you  ruled  that 
in  the  Senate  we  do  not  amend  these  Bills, 
but  request  another  place  'to  do  certain 
things.  In  this  case,  I  proposed  that 
we  should  request  another  place  to  insert 
something  that  does  not  now  appear  in  the 
schedule. 

SenatOT  Best. — The  previous  ruling 
was  given  in  cmnexicHi  with  the  Botmties 
Bill. 

Senator  Clemons  . — I  think  it  was. 
All  that  I  have  asked  is  that  we 
should  request  another  place  to  do 
something.  Where  a  request  is  sub- 
mitted that  is  not  in  contraventimi  of  our 
Standing  Orders— and  you,  sir,  ruled  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  refer  that  a  simi- 
lar request  did  not  ccHitravene  our  Stand- 
ing Orders — ^your  ruling  has  been  that 
there  is  practically  no  limitatitxi  to  the  re- 
quests which  the  Senate  can  make  to  an- 
other place.  The  question  whether,  be- 
fore the  Excise  Tariff  Bill  becomes  law, 
such  an  addition  as  I  have  proposed 
can  be  made  to  it  is  one  which  must 
be  settled  elsewhere;  but  as  to  our  right 
to  make  the  request,  there  is,  as  I  have 
already  said,  no  limit  to  our  powers  so 
long  as  the  request  submitted  is  in  con- 
formity with  our  Standing  Orders.  There 
is,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  standing  order 
that  would  prevent  the  Chairman  of  Coti- 
mittees  from  receiving  fsticfau-^  I  request. 
The  Chairman  (fia'''ff^yq\^8^JSJSor  do 
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I  think   he  believes   that  we  have  any  Senator  Best.— I  was  under   the  im- 

standing  order  which  would  prohibit  his  pression  that  the  question  now  submitted 

receiving  such  a  request  has  practically  been  decided  by  you,  sir. 

Senator  Peakce. — We  have  no  Stand-  in  dealing  with  a  point  which  arose  in  con- 
ing Orders  to  guide  us  in  this  matter  at  nexion  with  the  Bounties  Bill.  An  effort 
aW.  was  then  made  to  submit  a  request  for  the 

Senator  Clemons. — I   agree   with  the  inclusion  of  some  additional  items.   We  had 

honorable  senator  in  that  respect,  and  he  occasion  to  look  into  the  question,  and  we 

will  agree  witfi  me  that  there  is  nothing  discovered  that  it  had  been  ruled  by  the 

in  our  Standing  Orders  which  woold  pro-  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

hibit  him  from  receiving  such  a  request  as  that  such  requests  could  not  be  made. 

I  submitted  in  Conmiittee.  Senator   Clemons. — We   have  already 

Senator  Pearce.— Hear,  hear.  done,  in  dealing  with  the  Customs  Tariff 

Senator  Clemons.— That  being  so,  how  Bill,   precisely    what    I   have  requested 

are  we  to  decide  the  question?   I  say  that  should  be  done  in  this  case, 

our  Standing  Orders  do  not  forbid  the  Senator  Best.— Oh,  no,  that  is  exactly 

Chairman  of  Committees  to  receive  such  what  we  have  not  done, 

a  request,  and  the  practice  of  the  Senate  Senator  Turley.— That  was  an  amend- 

does  not  prohibit  the  moving  of  such  a  ment  of  the  Bill. 

request.      There  is  no  reason  why  the  Senator  Clemons.— No,  we  passed  a  le- 

request    which     I     moved     should    not  -quest. 

be  received  by  the  Chairman  of  Commit-  Senator  Best.— The  Chairman  of  Com- 

tees,  and  I  agam  emphasize  the  point  „ittces  distinctly  stated  that  no  new  or 

whxh  you,  sir,  made  m  giving  a  rulmg  fresh  items  could  be  introduced  into  the 

the  other  day,  when  we  were  dealing  with  schedule. 

the  competence  of  this  Committee  to  make  Senator  Clemons.— But  a  request  was 

a  certain  lequest  to  another  place  to  do  moved,  and  agreed  to. 

certain  things.      I  think  that  you  said  Senator  Peakce.— A  request   upon  an 

that  in  such  a  case  there  is  practically  no  existing  item. 

limitation  to  the  requests  we  can  make.  Senator  Best.— I  am  sure  that   I  am 

Senator  Millen.— The  honorable  sena-  accurate  when  I  say  that  the  Chairman  of 

tor  contends  that  the  Senate  can  make  any  Committees,  at  the   outset,    stated  that, 

request  it   pleases,  and  it  is  for  another  ,frhilst  he  was  prepared  to  accept  requests 

place  to  dedde  whether  it  is  within  its  upon  anv  item  included  in  the  schedule, 

powers  to  grant  the  request.  he  could  not  receive  requests  for  new  items. 

Senator  Cleuons. — I  have  been  try*  Senator  Colonel   Neild. — Any  number 

ing  to  quote  the  President's  ruling  that  have  beai  received. 

it  was  competent  for  the  Senate  to  make  any  Senator  Best. — The  Chairman  of  Com- 

request  that  did  not  traverse  the  Stand-  mittees  has  on  no  occasion  accepted  a  re- 

ing  Orders  ch:  the  established  practice  of  quest  for  a  new  item  in  the  schedule  to  the 

the  Senate,  and  that  the  validity  of  giving  Custfxns  Tariff  Bill. 

effect  to  a  request,  which  is  a  totally  dif-  Senator  Peakce. — Hear,  hear. 

ferent  matter,  must  be  determined  else-  Senator    Colonel    Neild. — The  Vice* 

where,  and  is  not  within  our  province.  President  of  the  Executive  Council  has 

The  question  raised  is  of  great  importance  himself  moved  dozens  of  them. 

to  the  Senate.    If  you,  sir,  were  to  rule  Senator  Best. — Every  request  I  moved 

that  such  a  request  as  I  have  moved  is  out  had  some  relation  to  an  item  already  exist - 

of  order,  and  that  it  is  not  competent  for  ing  in  the  schedule  to  the  Custcuns  Tariff 

the  Chairman  of  Committees  to  receive  it.  Bill. 

you  would — I  am  sure  tmwillingly  so  far  Senator  Cc^mel  Neild. — The  request 
as  you  are  personally  ctMicerned  as  Presi-  in  this  case  is  similarly  related  to  an  item 
dent  of  the  Senate— be  taking  away,  to  a  in  the  schedule  to  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill, 
certain  extent,  from  the  rights  and  privi-  Senator  Best. — It  has  no  such  rela- 
leges  of  the  Senate.  I  am  quite  convinced  tion,  and  that  is  just  the  point.  .  I 
that  vou  have  no  desire  to  do  that,  and  I  understood  that  the  ruling  of  the  Chair- 
submit,  with  confidence,  that  there  is  man  of  Committees  to  which  I  have  re- 
nothing  to  prevent  such  a  request  as  I  ferred.  and  with  which  I  agree,  was  ac- 
moved  in  this  case  being  received  by  the  cepted.  We  have  to  deal  here  with  an 
Chairman  of  Committees,   and  pn^ierly  exactly  parallel  case,  because^  ai^tically 


made  by  the  Senate  to  another  place. 
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Tariff  Bill  as  appear  in  the  Custwns  Tariff 
Bill.  I  quote  from  clause  5  of  the  Esurise 
Tariff  Bdl— 

The  duties  of  Excise  specified  in  the  ichedule 
are  hereby  imposed  according  to  the  schedule, 
as  f rom  the  time  of  the  imposition  of  tncfa 
duties  or  such  later  dates  as  are  mentioDed  in 
the  schedule. 

These  are  practically  the  woi^s  made  use 
of  in  the  CustcHns  Tariff  Bill,  and,  con- 
sequently, if  it  is  the  accepted  practice  of 
the  Senate,  and  it  has  been  the  practice 
followed  in  dealing  with  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill,  this  is  an  exactly  parallel  case.  I 
made  a  reference  to  a  ruling  which  vou- 
gave  in  connexion  with  the  Bounties  Bill, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  Senate.  I  have 
■personally  my  own  views  about  that,  but  I 
need  not  trouble  honorable  senators  with 
them  at  this  juncture.  We  have  had  a  rul- 
ing given  in  connexicm  with  the  Bounties 
Bill  on  a  pcunt  which,  I  thinlc,  is  fairly 
parallel  to  that  which  has  arisen  in  this 
case.  I  am  arguing  from  the  stand-point 
of  your  ruling,  sir,  and  not  expressing  my 
own  individual  views.  As  mentioned  by 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  I  do  not 
think  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  overlook  the 
terms  of  sectitm  53  of  the  Cwistitution. 

Senator  Clehons. — It  would  be  better 
not  to  refer  to  that. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  honorable  senator  to  say  so.  I  do  not 
see  the  force  of  the  objecticm  raised  to 
the  introduction  of  a  matter  which  might 
suggest  a  limitatitm  of  our  powers,  because 
wluttever  our  powers  are  we  have  to  abide 
by  them. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor should  not  introduce  that  reference. 

Senator  Best. — I  do  not  wish  to  labour 
the  point,  but  I  say  that  the  Chairman  was 
called  uptm  to  read  section  53  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  coming  to  a  decision  on  the 
point  raised.  It  is  too  big  a  subject  to 
attempt  to  enter  upon  at  this  juncture.  I 
urge,  firstiv,  that  the  practice  which  the 
Chairman  has  now  upheld,  has  already 
been  establi^ed  by  him  and  accepted  by  the 
Senate  in  connexion  with  the  Customs 
Tariff  Bill,  of  which  this  Bill  is  an  exact 
parallel,  and.  secondb'.  that  you,  sir,  have 
practically  decided  this  matter  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Bounties  Bill. 

Senator  Stewart.  —  The  question  at 
issue  appears  to  be  whether  the  Senate  has 
the  rierht  to  suggest  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives an  amendment  of  a  particular 
Mcwiev  Bill.  That  rigHt  is  given  to  us  by 
the  Constitution,   So  far  a»  I  can  see,  that 


is  all  that  Senator  Clemons'  request  means. 
The  Chairman  has  treated  it  as  though  it 
were  a  -request  for  an  addition  to  the 
schedule,  but,  even  if  it  is  an  addition,  it 
is  still  an  amendment  of  the  schedule.  The 
Chairman  has  ruled  that  no  request  can  be 
submitted  except  for  an  'amendment  upon 
some  item  already  enumerated  in  the 
schedule,  but  I  submit  that  any  honorable 
senator  has  the  right  to  move  a  request  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  should 
amend  the  schedule  in  any  direction 
which  the  Committee  think  propsr.  We 
ought  not  to  tie  our  hands  in  the  hard  and- 
fast  fashicm  which  the  Chairman's  ruling, 
if  given  effect  to,  will. bring  about. 

Senator  Givens. — "  Cabin'd,  cribb'd, 
confin'd." 

Senator  Stewart. — It  will,  as  the  hon- 
orable senator  says,  crib,  cabin,  and  con- 
fine discussion  and  legislation.  We  are 
here,  not  to  be  bound  by  precedent  and 
more  especially  by  bad  precedent,  but  to 
create  our  own  procedure  and  precedents 
for  ourselves  as  we  go  along,  making  our 
own  Constitution,  so  to  speak,  day  by  day. 
If  this  sort  of  thing  is  persisted  in,  the 
powers  of  the  Senate  will  very  soon  be 
whittled  away,  so  mudi  as  to  be  almost  in- 
nsible.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  p^t  a 
new  idea  into  amy  Money  Bill  which 
another  place  chooses  to  send  to  us.  We 
shall  be  merely  in  a  position  to  reject,  en- 
large, diminish,  or  otherwise  deal  with  the 
actual  proposals  which  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives send  up.  The  Constitution 
contemplated  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  to  my  mind,  is 
that  while  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  the  privilege  of  initiating  Money  Bills, 
that  is  the  utmost  degree  to  which  their 
power  exceeds  that  of  the  Senate.  In  all 
other  respects  the  Senate  has  co-ordinate 
powers.  I  do  not  see  the  profit  to  the  Sen- 
ate, or  to  the  community,  in  limiting  our 
power  in  the  strict  and  unreascHiable  fash- 
ion which  will  result  if  the  Chairman's 
ruling  is  upheld. 

Senator  Tbenwith. — The  Chairman  of 
Committees  has  in  this  issue  given  a  cor- 
rect ruling.  Of  course,  we  are  just  starting, 
and  our  Standing  Orders  are  not  a  com- 
plete guide  in  this  connexion,  but  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Standing  Orders,  we  have  the 
Constitution,  within  the  limits  of  which  it 
must  alwavs  be  our  aim  to  act.  This  Cham- 
ber is  limited  in  its  powers  with  regard  to 
certain  matters.  Whilst  ^  its  powers  are 
largely  co-ordinft1^(zWji|iCiK@fc©gllQmotber 
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place,  it  has  not  the  power  to  initiate  taxa- 
tion, and  I  questi(xi  whether  it  has  the 
power  to  request  another  place  to  initiate 
taxation. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  have  we  been 
doing  but  requesting  another  place  to 
initiate  taxati(»i  ? 

Senator  Trenwith. — We  have  been  re- 
questing them  to  vary  matters  of  taxation 
that  they  have  already  initiated.  Clearly, 
Senator  Clemcms'  proposal  is  a  request  for 
the  initiation  of  new  taxation,  which  is  not 
contemplated  or  referred  to  in  the  Bill  as 
it  came  to  us.  He  proposes  a  request  for 
the  imposition  of  an  Excise  duty  upon,  not 
merely  glucose,  but  paraffine  wax  and  plas- 
ter  at  Paris.  There  is  no  proposal  in  the 
Bill  to  put  an  excise  duty,  high  or  low, 
upon  those  two  articles. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  proposal  is 
with  regard  to  "  Confecticmery  containing 
glucose,  paraffine  wax,  or  plaster  of 
Paris." 

Senator  TRENwrrn. — The  proposal  deals 
with  confectionery  COTtaining  certain 
ingredients.  Clearly  that  means  taxation  cm 
those  things  when  thev  are  contained  in  con- 
fectionery. I  think  that  is  a  bar  to  this 
request.  In  addition,  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  has  established  a  practice  which 
up  to  the  present  we  have  adopted,  but 
which,  of  course,  does  not  bind  us  if  we 
see  the  necessity  of  departing  from  it  and 
establishing  a  new  practice,  but  unless  there 
proves  to  be  a  necessity,  and  the  Senate 
affirms  that  necessity  in  some  corporate 
way,  we  must  be  bound  by  the  practice  al- 
ready established.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  you  yourself  have  upon  at  least  one 
casion  confirmed  the  spirit  of  the  Chair- 
man's ruling  in  that  oonnexlcxi. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  question  sub- 
mitted to  me  is  not  quite  on  all-fours  with 
that  which  arose  in  connexion  with  the 
Bounties  Bill.  As  the  matter  has  been  re- 
ferred to,  it  may  be  well  for  honorable 
senators  to  see  clearlv  what  was  the  con- 
clusion arrived  at  by  both  Houses  in  regard 
to  the  Sugar  Bonus  Bill.  That  will  clear 
away  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  in  the 
minds  of  some  honorable  senators.  There 
being  a  differ^ice  pf  opinion  in  regard  t'^ 
the  Sugar  Btmus  Bill  as  to  the  power  nf 
the  Senate  to  propose  an  amendment  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  bur- 
den of  taxation  upon  the  people,  the  Senate 
contended  that  it  had  that  power,  but 
when  the  Bill  was  returned  from  the  Senate 


with  amendments,  Mr.  Speaker  is  reported 
in  Hansard  of  9th  July,  1903,  page  1963, 
as  having  said — 

I  think  that  my  position  requires  me  to  point 
out  to  the  House  that  this  message  covers  an 
amendment  made  by  the  Senate  in  the  Bill* 
which  amendment  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it 

would,  if  passed,  '*  increase "  a  "  proposed 
charge  or  harden  on  the  people,"  and  that  it  i» 

in  direct  contra ventioD  lof  sub-sectioo  3  of 
section  53  of  the  Constitution  that  such  an 
amendment  ^ould  be  made  by  the  Senate. 
The  alteration,  if  sought,  should  have  been  bj 
request,  and  not  by  amendment. 

This  led  to  a  considerable  amount  of  debate 
in  both  Chambers,  and  eventually  the 
Senate  decided  to  make  a  request.  When 
that  came  before  another  place,  Sir  Ed- 
mund Barton,  who  was  then  Prime  Minis- 
ter, is  reported  in  Hansard  of  24th  July^ 
1903,  page  2610,  to  have  observed — 

We  have  given  close  consideration  to  that 
question,  and  we  have  come  to  this  conclusion  : 
that  where  the  Senate  can  amend,  it  ordinarily 
is  not  able  to  suggest ;  but  where  its  amendment 
cannot  be  by  way  of  increase  it  is  intended  by 
the  Constitution  that  it  should  retain  the  power 
of  suggestion,  as  in  other  cases.  Where  the 
Senate  admittedly  could  not  make  an  amend- 
ment to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  people^  it 
can,  as  in  other  cases,  make  a  suggestion  which, 
if  adopted  by  us  and  carried  into  effect,  would 
increase  the  burdens  upon  the  people. 

Therefore,  with  regard  to  a  Bill  of  such  a 
character  as  the  Sugar  Bonus  Bill,  it  is 
clearly  and  definitely  laid  down  that  this 
Chamber  is  enabled  to  amend  in  some  res- 
pects and  to  suggest  amendments  in  other 
respects,  where  the  suggestion  is  with  a  view 
of  increasing  the  burdens  of  taxation  upcm 
the  people.  But  there  is  a  distinction  be- 
teween  that  Bill  and  this.  Although  any 
allusion  to  the  Con^ititution  as  limiting  our 
powers  has  been  deprecated,  I  feel  that 
upon  a  matter  of  this  sort  we  cannot  avoid 
turning  to  the  Constitution  to  see  what 
powers  are  conferred  upon  us.  If  we 
attempted  to  exceed  the  powers  given 
to  us  by  the  Constitution,  the  other 
Chamber  naturally  would  resent  our 
action,  and  point  out  to  us  where  we  had 
made  a  mistake,  if  it  were  a  mistake.  Then 
we  should  have  to  retrace  the  steps  we  had 
taken.  It  is  therefore  much  better,  when 
a  matter  can  be  clearly  and  definitely 
fettled,  that  we  should  not  attempt  to 
ignore  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
exist,  however  much  we  may  desire  the  ful- 
lest p<»sible  power  and  liberty  for  the 
Senate.  I  quite  agree  that  we  should  not 
limit  our  powers  where  we  can  possibly 
avoid  it,  but  we  6^^5|ff,J@(5(^l§onsti- 
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ntion.  Section  53  of  the  C(»istitutkxi  i»:o- 
vides  6rst  that — 

Piopoied  Uws  ftppTopiiating  levenue  or 
mamKy%  or  imposiog  toxatioa  shall  not  origi- 
ksi*  xa  the  Senate. 

This  Bill  is  unquestionably  a.  law  impos- 
ing taxation,  and  therefore  ve  cannot 
origioate  it.  The  next  sub-section  pro- 
fides  ^t — 

The  Senate  may  not  amend  proposed  laws 
iapouac  taxation. 

Then  folloirs  the  provision  that — 

The  Senate  may  at  any  stage  retuin  to  the 
Hooie  of  RepmentatiTes  any  proposed  law 
«bkh  the  Senate  may  not  amend-— 

surfi  u  this  one — 

mfaaling  by  message  the  omission  or  amend- 
■eat  of  any  items  or  provisions  therein. 

We  are  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  abso- 
lotely  precluded  from  amending,  and  then,, 
io  order  to  give  a  certain  amoimt  of  lati- 
fade  to  the  Senate,  it  is  provided  that  we 
mat  request  certain  things  by  message. 
Unfortunately,  it  appears  that  we  are  tied 
bi  the  wording  of  that  sectim.  We  may 
Rqoest  only  the  omisuon  or  amendment  of 
any  item  or  provision  contained  in  the 
KIL  Admittedly,  in  this  case,  we  are 
not  attempting  to  request  the  omission  of 
iBT  ii«n  or  provisiwi  in  the  Bill.  The 
propoul  is  to  insert  a  new  item,  and  the 
qostion  is — Is  that  an  amendment  "  of 
ani  items  or  provisions  therein"  ?  To  me 
it  dies  not  appear  to  be  such  an  amend- 
mea,  because  we  are  not  called  upon  to 
deal  in  this  Bill  with  the  question  of 
paraffine  wai  or  plaster  of  Paris.  The 
Bill  does  deal  with  glucose,  and  I  take  it 
■lut  it  is  perfectly  a>mpetent  for  tis  to 
siait  a  request  for  an  amendment  deal- 
ing  with  glucose  in  confectioner)-,  but 
we  must  stop  at  glucose,  and  cannot 
am  such  a  request  any  further.  Allu- 
sion has  been  made  to  one  or  two  other 
Went  decisions  of  the  Chair,  but  those 
*«e  evoked  in  another  direction,  and 
upon  a  different  character  of  Bill.  The 
last  nutto-  referred  to  was  the  Bounties 
Bill— a  Bill  which  clearly  we  had  the 
^ht  to  amend  in  certain  particulars,  and 
to  reqiKSt  the  amendment  of  in  others. 
Tlw  dedsion  given  from  the  Chair  in  that 
cur  was  that  the  Senate  had  no  power  to 
■akt  alterations  that  would  have  the  effect 
of  altering  the  destination  of  the  grant 
*"<^t.  or  of  creating  another  bounty. 
As  far  as  creating  another  bounty  is  CMi- 
«raed,  that  would  run  on  very  similar 
fines  to  inserting  another  clause  in  the 
Bill    What  I  want  bonoraUe  senators  to 


realize  is  that  this  is  a  Bill  which  we  may 
not  amend  in  any  respect  whatever.  Thai 
power  is  specifically  taken  away  frmn  us, 
and  a  limited  power  is  given  us  in  ex- 
change, and  beyond  that  limited  power  1 
do  not  think  we  can  go.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  have,  of  course,  to  up- 
hold the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees. 

Senator  Clehons.' — I  wish  to  know,  for 
my  guidance,  if  I  am  to  understand  from 
your  ruling,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  quit* 
competent  for  me  to  move  a  request  that 
confectionery  coiVtaining  siny  glucose  be 
subject  to  an  Excise  duty  ? 

The  PRESIDENT:— I  think  it  is. 

Senator  Cleuons. — Under  these  circum- 
stances, is  it  not  conpetent  for  me  to  move 
that  request  at  the  stage  at  whidi  we  have 
arrived  ?  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Pre- 
sidoit  is  aware  that  I  moved  the  request 
after  the  Committee  had  finished  dealing 
with  the  item  "  Snuff." 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  will  not  give  a 
ruling  on  that  point  now.  I  would 
point  out  that  we  have  to  deal  with  thi 
item  "Glucose,  per  cwt.,  4s.,  and  on  and 
after  nth  October,  1907,  is."  I  think  thai 
when  the  Committee  reaches  that  part  of 
[he  schedule  the  honorable  senator  will  be 
perfectly  in  order  in  submitting  his  re- 
quest. 

Senator  Clehons. — Is  that  to  say  that 
I  will  be  out  of  order  in  bringing  the  re- 
quest on  now? 

Senatw  Pearce. — Before  that  question 
is  answered,  Mr.  President,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  no  hcHiorable  smator  can  ask 
you  to  give  a  hypothetical  ruling. 

The  PRESIDENT.  —  These  matters 
have  first  of  all  to  ba  referred  to  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  who  is  the  first 
authority.  Clearly  I  am  not  entitled  now 
to  give  a  direction  which  the  Chairman 
of  Commirtees  may  or  mav  not  agree  with. 
It  is  open  to  him  to  consider  what  is  the 
best,  place  for  the  request  to  be  moved, 
but  I  'think  that  the  proper  place  would 
be  after  the  word  "  Glucose." 

Senator  Ci.emons. — I  was  only  askinp 
for  the  President's  guidance  in  order  to 
save  time. 

In  Conftniiiee: 

Item  (Starch)  agreed  to. 

Amylic  Alcohol  and  Fusel  Oil,  12s.  per 
ealloD. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [a/S^-^r^  hft^e  to 
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move  a  request  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  make  the  duty   in  respect  to 

amylic  alcdiol  and  fusel  oil  13s.  per  gal- 
lon, instead  of  12s.  The  duty  on  spirits 
n.e.i.  under  the  Excise  (Spirits)  Tariff 
Act  amounts  to  13s.  per  gallon,  and 
amylic  alccAol  and  fusel  oil,  if  they  are 
to  be  excisable,  should  really  come  under 
the  same  rate  as  spirit^  n.e.i.  Honorable 
senators  will  observe  that  amylic  alcc^ol 
and  fusel  oil  appear  as  a  new  item  in  the 
schedule  of  Excise  duties.  The  reasm 
for  that  is  that  they  are  specifically  men- 
tioned for  the  firs^t  time  in  rtie  Customs 
Tariff  Bill,  where  an  import  duty  is  im- 
posed on  them.  They  are  included  in  the 
schedule  to  this  measure  in  order  that  the 
Excise  duty  may  also  be  shown.  I 
move- 
That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  Amylic  Alcohol 
and  Fusel  Oil  13s.  per  gallon. 

Request  agreed  ta 

Glucose,  per  cwt.,  4s.;  and  on  and  after  nth 
October,  1907,  is. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.7]. — I  am  somewhat  surprised 
10  find  that  with  an  import  duty  ot  jQS 
per  ton  a  moderate  Excise  duty  equal  to 
j£4  per  ton  has  been  cut  down  to  20s. 
i)er  ton,  and  therefore  I  propose  to  ask 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  recon- 
sider the  matter,  w^th  the  view  of  .  re- 
storing the  Excise  duty  of  ^£4  per  ton. 

Senator  Storv. — Are  yen.  not  in  favour 
of  keeping  duties  low? 

■  Senator  PULSFORD. — I  am,  and  lam 
in  favour  of  keeping  protection  low.  I 
am  in  favour  of  admitting  glucose  free 
altogether,  and  having  nenher  Customs 
nor  Excise  duties;  but  it  is  alsurd,  from 
my  point  of  view,  that  we  should  charge 
one  dealer  in  glucose  a  duty  of  per 
ton,  and  anoiher  man  only  j£i  per  ton. 
I  am  not  sure  what  the  value  of  glucose 
per  too  is. 

Senator  Clemons. — Twenty  pounds  to 
jQ72  per  ton. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Is  that  free  of 
duty? 

Senator  Clemons. — ^That  includes  the 
import  duty. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  take  it  that 
the  value  of  glucose  at  the  present  time 

in  America,  which  is  the  chief  country 
of  production,  is,  roughly,  about  £12 
per  ton,  and  an  import  duty  of  jQS  00  an 
article  valued  at  ^£12  per  ton  is  a  very 
He;  duty ;  but  when  there  is  a  sudden  re- 
duction of  the  Excise  duty  from  j£4  per 


ton,  to  £1  in  favour  of  local  manufac^ 
turers,  the  protection  afforded  is  very  great 
indeed. 

Senator  McGregor. — Are  you  not  in 
favour  of  local  production? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  am  quite 
willing  to  see  all  sorts  of  production  here, 
but  I  do  nek  want  to  see  any  one  indus- 
try in  Australia  favoured  with  duties 
which  penalise  other  industries.  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  the  principles  of  free- 
trade  and  protection  now,  but  I  suppose 
every  honorable  senator  knows  thaV  we 
free-traders  hold  that  if  cme  industry  is 
favoured  by  the  imposition  of  a  duty,  all 
the  others  are  penalized.  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  penalizing  all  the  users  of 
glucose  in  order  that  a  partlctilar  firm 
may  get  a  very  large  benefit. 

Senator  McGregor. — If  you  increase 
the  Excise  duty,  will  not  that  penalize  the 
users  of  the  glucose? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  wish  honor- 
able sHuitois  to  note  the  enormous  dif* 
ference  between  the  Excise  duty  of  j£i 
per  ton  and  the  import  duty  of  j£B  per 
ton.  Is  there  any  reason  for  it?  Is  not 
a  proteftion  of  per  ton  quite  suffi- 
cient on  an  article  prepared  and  sold  in 
the  United  States  at  somewhere  about  j£t2 
per  ton?  If  a  protection  of  ^£4  per  ton 
will  not  enable  us  to  make  glucose  in  Aus- 
tralia at  the  present  time — the  raw  ma- 
terial is,  1  believe,  maize  

Senator  Clemons. — That  is  not  the  only 
raw  material. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— If  that  is  not 
the  only  raw  material  I  take  it  that  the 
manufacturers  have  got  something  cheaper 
still. 

Senator  Story. — Would  not  an  Excise 
duty  of  per  ton  be  a  greater  burden  on 
the  consumer  than  an  Excise  duty  of  /".j  ? 

Senator  PULSFORD.— No,  not  so  long 
as  there  is  an  import  duty  of  ;f,S  per  ton. 
The  honorable  senator  knows  that  this  in- 
dustry is  to  be  started  because  that  import 
duty  of  £B  per  ton  is  in  existence,  and  thfe 
tAject  is  to  work  the  industry  under  that 
duty  and  so  di\-ert  into  the  pockets  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  industry  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  the  per  ton.  Honorable  sena- 
tors must  know  that  very  well.  In  mv 
opinion,  it  is  not  right  to  give  a  protection 
of  per  ton,  but  -^4  per  ton  is  as  much 
as  even  the  most  ardent  protectionist  should 
desire.    I  therefore  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  make  the  duty  on  Glurase  4s.  per 
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Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [3.10]. 
— Senator  Pulsford  knows  that  I  agree  with 
him  on  broad  principles,  but  really  the 
questioa  befwe  the  Seoate  is — Shall  we  in- 
crease the  Excise  and  increase  the  cost  of 
the  article  ? — because  I  admit  the  iiKreased 
Esa^  means  an  increased  cost,  just  as  in 
the  same  way  an  increase  in  an  import 
duty  means  an  increased  cost.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  Senator  Pulsford,  myself,  and 
others  have  missed  our  chance.  Feeling  as 
we  do,  we  ought  to  have  reduced  the  import 
duty.     It  is  too  late  now  to  do  that. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  r3.11]. — In  regard  to 
Senator  PuUford's  proposal  I  wish  to  say 
that  as  the  schedule  was  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  it  was  proposed 
to  make  the  Excise  duty  on  glucose  4s.  per 
cwt.,  but  my  colleague  in  another  place 
thought  that  if  glucose  was  to  be  used  in 
Australia  it  was  desirable  that  what  we  use 
diould  be  manufactured  in  Australia  under 
oor  own  supervision,  and  therefore  the  duty 
was  reduced  to  is.  per  cwt. 

Request  n^atived. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [3.12]. 
— I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re* 
q Betted  to  amend  the  item  "Glucose"  by  add- 
ing tie  following  new  sub-item  : — "  Glucose, 
Confectionery  containing,  per  lb.,  ad." 

In  common  with  other  members  of  the  Tariff 
Commission  I  have  given  this  questicm  the 
most  earnest  and  careful  consideration. 
Honorable  senators  may  be  reminded  that 
in  the  schedule  to  the  Custcxns  Tariff  Bill 
the  Committee  has  inserted  a  request  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  add  a  new  item 
making  confecticHiery  attaining  glucose  and 
certain  other  ingredients  dutiame  at  4d.  per 
lb.  This  was  dedded  upon  because  we 
thought  that  an  import  duty  of  4d.  per  lb. 
would  practically  prohibit  amfecticmery 
glucose  coming  into  Australia. 

Senator  Givens, — It  will  be  a  very 
strong  deterrent,  anyway. 

Senator  CLEMONS. — I  agree  with 
SenatOT  Givens  in  that.  As  to  why  it  was 
desired  to  prohibit  ccmfectionery  contain- 
ing glucose  coming  into  Australia  I  will 
read  the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commissimi 
on  the  subject  signed  bv  myself,  Mr.  Fuller, 
ex-Soiator  Higgs,  and  Senator  McGregor- 
Important  and  definite  eridence  •nn%  given  on 
tins  sobject  by  Mr.  Wi)kui50n,  Goveramcnt 
Analyst  for  Victoria.  His  evidence,  detailed 
on  pages  537-539,  may  be  summarized  as  a  clear 
indication  that  the  use  of  glucose  in  confec- 
tionerjp  is  mdoinble  and  nnnecessary ;  that  it 
awaas  a  caamercUl  ndvantage  to  manufacturers 


and  a  disadvantage  to  coosumers,  and  that  it 
is  used  as  a  substitute  for  sugar  or  fruit  juices. 
This  opinion  was  supported  by  a  manufacturer. 
It  was  further  confirmed  by  the  cross-examina- 
tion of  a  witness  in  Victoria.  An  important 
witness,  who  to  some  extent  defended  the  use 
of  glucose,  had  no  objection  to  provisions  for 
identifying  confectionery  in  the  manufacture  of 
which  glucose  had  been  used ;  as  to  the  amount 
of  glucose  in  imported  coaf ectionerj ;  ia  tocally 
manufactured. 

The  recommeiKlation  made  was  that  confec- 
tionery of  any  kind  whatever  containing 
glucose,  and  certain  other  ingredients, 
should  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  4d. 
per  lb.  The  report  I  have  read  iras  ap- 
proved of  by  two  free-trade  members  of  the 
TariflF  Cmnmission  and  two  protectionist 
members.  I  should  like  to  make  some  re- 
ference to  the  actual  evidence  we  took. 
The  signatories  to  the  recommenda- 
tion I  have  quoted  were  influenced 
largely  by  the  evidwic*  of  Mr.  W. 
P.  Wilkinscm,  Government  Analytt 
for  Victoria  and  Analyst  of  the  Central 
Staff  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs.  While  I  dqprecate  personal 
allusions,  I  venture  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  we  could  find  no  better  guide  in 
the  Commonwealth  than  that  gentleman. 
Opposition  to  my  proposal  has  already  ap- 
peared befwe  the  Committee  in  a  circula- 
tory form.  I  would  sooner  be  wrmig  with 
Mr.  Wilkinson  on  a  matter  of  this  sort 
than  right  with  those  who  want  to  use 
glucose  for  commercial  advantages.  Be- 
cause, after  all,  the  question  is  whethw 
we  shall  make  an  honest  and  determineil 
effort  to  improve  the  quality  of  the  articles 
which  we  allow  to  be  made  in  our  midst, 
or  whether  we  shall  lean  to  commeicialian, 
and  have  regard  not  merely  to  the  fadlities 
afforded  to  manufacturers,  but  to  their  pos- 
able  prc^ts.  While  we  are  at  times  apt  to 
boast  of  the  advance  in  Australian  legisla- 
tion dealing  with  food  adulteration  and 
kindred  subjects,  I  venture  to  state  that,  in 
very  many  respects,  we  are  still,  despite 
all  our  progressive  notions  and  ambitions, 
very  far  behind  older  countries  The  ob- 
ject of  my  request  is  to  make  an  effort 
to  reach  the  level  whirh  has  Ijeen  attained 
in  Europe.  In  Switzerland  there  was 
passed,  in  1899,  a  law  forbidding  the  use 
of  glucose  in  food.  In  Germany  there 
was  a  politically-inspired  scientific  inquiry, 
and  the  resolutions  which  were  arrived  at 
are  all  set  forth  in  strange  language,  be- 
cause it  represents  a  translation  of  the 
original  text,  in  Mr.  Wilkinson's  report.  In 
scientific  attainment  England  cannot  pre- 
tend at  times  Dtpizgety  Vbc^&^^lCermany. 
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Even  in  Germany  it  is  recognised  that  the 
use  of  glucose  as  an  article  of  food  is  un- 
desirable, And,  I  venture  to  say,  also  un- 
necessary. 

SenatOT  Mulcahy. — ^Would  not  the 
proper  thing  be  to  prohibit  its  use? 

Senator  CLE  M  ONS .  —The  object  of 
this  duty  is  to  prohibit  its  use,  but,  as  the 
honorable  senator  knows,  we  do  not  say 
that  confectionery  containing  glucose  is 
hereby  prohibited.  We  take  the  other 
ireans,  which  Senator  Best  suggested  to  us, 
of  putting  on  a  duty  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Senator  Givens,  will  be  a  strwig  deter- 
rent. I  do  not  wish  to  mention  any  names, 
but  the  largest  ronfectionery  manufactura*, 
I  think,  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  cer- 
tainly in  Victoria,  gave  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission particulars  of  the  quantity  of 
glucose  that  he  used.  He  instituted  a  com- 
parison, and  stated  that  for  every  1,000 
tons  of  sugar  that  he  used  he  employea 
350  tons  of  glucose.  Sugar,  for  which 
glucose  is  a  substitute,  is  undoubtedly  a 
valuable  article  of  food.  Every  scientific 
authwity  will  support  that  statement.  It 
is  a  pity,  I  think,  that  most  of  us  do  not 
eat  more  sugar  than  we  do.  Its  value  as  a 
food  is  undoubted,  and  yet  the  Committee 
has  been  circularized  by  the  other  side  to 
oppose  my  request.  Glucose  is  made,  as 
many  starchy  subjects  are  made,  fnnn 
practically  any  kind  of  vegetable  matter. 
It  is  only  a  few  weeks  since  I  quoted 
frcHn  a  Melbourne  newspaper  an  extract 
detailing  some  horrible  disclosures  made 
by  a  sanitary  inspector,  who  was  prosecut- 
ing an  individual  because  he  had  60  or  70 
tons  of  rotten  potatoes  with  maggots 
creeping  all  through  them,  which  rendered 
his  house  and  yard  an  offence  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood generally.  The  man  was  con- 
victed ;  but  the  picnnt  of  the  whole  thing 
was  that  he  said  in  his  defence  that  tl^ 
potatoes  were  there  stored  to  be  converted 
mto  glucose. 

Sen.tlor  Millex,  I  f  they  had  been 
there  for  the  purpose  of  producing  alcohol, 
wou  Id  not  liiey  hairc  been  Muallv  objection- 
ahlf? 

Senator  C!JL3:M0\S.  1  agree  with  the 
booprable  sSBsfor  that  j^lcohot  affords  an 
GtHcellerii  ttoile;  but.f  jiitKly  mention  that 
instance  to  show  tt^t  jsi'i^e  is  made  from 
practically  any  kind  of  Wgetable  matter, 
whether  it  is  in  a  statr-  of  decav  or  in  a 
jme  condition,  I'.lucose  is  made 
from  ni,ii?r-'  r  r  potatoes.  The 
if  xaa'ij^  is  vtry  limited.  If  we 
jnsnti*?ictured  here,  probably 


it  will  not  be  made  out  of  maize.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  supply  of  potatoes  is  exces- 
sive in  some  years,  and  discarded  p>otatoes, 
which  cannot  be  used  for  human  consump- 
tion, will  no  doubt  be  cwiverted  into 
glucose.  Senator  Millen's  interjecti<Mi  re- 
minds me  of  how  we  dealt  with  the  Ex- 
cise duty  on  spirits.  It  was  decided,  with 
a  unanimity  of  which  I  felt  decidedly 
proud,  that  when  brandy  or  whisky  was 
made  fnxn  the  proper  ingredisnts — that  is, 
made  under  such  conditions  as  to  secure 
the  purity  and  the  ownparative  perfectioi 
of  the  article — it  should  pay  a  lower  Ex- 
cise duty.  It  is  notorious  that  a  large 
quantity  of  the  brandy  and  whisky  which 
are  put  into  human  consumption  is  derived 
almost  entirely  frwn  by-products,  waste 
products,  and  refuse  matter. 

Senator  Millen. — And  the  alcohol,  as 
alcohol,  is  just  as  good. 

Senator  CLEMOiNS.— The  honorable 
senator  knows  that  that  is  a  debatable 
point.  A  vast  majority  of  the  members 
of  the  Senate  said  that  it  was  not,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  balance  of  the  medi- 
cal evidence  supports  their  view.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  decided  here  that,  if  in  the 
case  of  whisky,  a  distiller  derived  praO- 
tically  the  whole  of  the  article  from  the 
distillation  of  the  refuse  products  of  the 
Colonial  Sugar  Company,  he  should  pay 
an  extra  Excise  duty,  but  that  if  a  man 
distilled  brandy  from  grapes  and  whisky 
from  malt,  he  should  pay  a  lower  Excise 
duty,  and,  of  course,  our  object  was  to 
encourage  the  proper  production  of  the 
articles.  If  \ye  did  that  then,  we  ought 
to  do  so  now.  The  opponents  of  my  pro- 
posal have  apparently  relied  {jp  this'  argu- 
ment, and  on  no  other — that  glucose  is 
harmless.  But  that  is  a  mistake.  It  is 
manufactured  out  of  potatoes,  or  maize, 
or  vegetable  refuse.  In  order  that  it  may 
be  used  by  cwifectioners,  it  has  to  be  clari- 
fied. In  other  words,  it  has  to  be  made 
colourless,  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary 
to  treat  it  with  sulphuric  acid,  which  sub- 
se<]uently  is  removed.  It  is  stated  that 
with  the  removal  of  the  sulphuric  acid 
every  other  substance  of  a  poiscmous 
nature,  such  as  arsenic,  which  has  been 
found  occasionally  in  glucose,  is  also  re- 
moved. One  of  the  first  reascHis  for  ob- 
jecting to  the  use  of  glucose  was  because 
there  was  an  appreciable  risk  of  its  con- 
taining poison.  If  I  concede  to  the  oppcm- 
ents  of  my  proposition  that  glucose,  as  put 
into  confectionery,  can  be  guaranteed  to 
be  free  from  arsenic  or  sulphuric  acid,  or 
any  other  deadly  i3gi>iyiq%^®*SSg*3ge  *> 
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we  come?   We  arrive  at  the  stage  whidi 
they  reach  in  their  circular.     We  arrive 
IKictically  at  a  bald  negation,  which  can- 
inot  coBimend  itself  to  any  honorable  sena- 
lior.      Practically,  the   cwifectioners  say, 
We  will  guarantee  that  the  glucose  we 
shall  not  contain  any   poisonous  sub- 
Kinoc."   They  are  careful  not  to  give  any 
(leacription  of  the  properties  of  glucose. 
Thet  are  cireful  not  to  say,  what  is  an 
undeniable  fact,  and  what  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
who  surely  is  far  above  thrm,  has  em- 
^'hasiied  more   than   once,   namely,  th.it 
glucose  vhen  freed   from  every  possible 
liQuon  is  a  highly  indigestible  substance. 
In  the  language  of   these   very  confec- 
tiwer^.  it  is  used   in  order  to  make  the 
ftjnftictionerv  "  more   chewy."     It  gives 
prater  substance  to  the  confectionery  than 
<Ws  sugar.    What  induces  them  to  use  it 
h  the  fact  that  it  is  cheaper  than  sugar. 

Senator  Givens. — But  the  price  per  ton 
b  about  the  same? 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— It  costs  a  little 
more  per  ton  than  does  sugar.  Is  it  likely 
tiui  the  makers  of  confectionery  would 
imyon  glucose  at  a  duty  of  jQS  per 
t'jn.  bringing  its  cost  up  to  £22, 
«bcn  they  could  get  sugar  at  between 
£ti  and  -^,20  per  ton,  unless  they  de- 
rived a  cnnunercial  advantage  from  its  use? 
Thtre  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  they 
<in.  Mr.  Wilkinson  disclosed  to  the  Tariff 
CrnuniBion  the  advantage  which  they  de- 
nwil.  and  other  competent  authorities  on 
ihe  u^ject  have  confirmed  everything  that 
he  said.  The  special  property  of  glucose 
vlurlhaakes  conft-ctioneTs  give  £22  for  it, 
*»  i^inM.  perh^iji'.  /^fS  per  ton  for 
Hilar,  a  that  it  h  is  a  lumderful  property 
atKwtiing  a-atiT.  It  i^i  obnous  that  if 
1  tnanufirturer,  bv  puttiiig  in  i  lb.  of 
tlttrnr.  can  ab*r»rh  into  il^e  confectionery 

II  Ih.  of  v4tef.  and  sell  th<i  wKole  product 
at  li*  pnre  of  lus  confectionery,  he  is 
brtler  than   he  could   do   if,  by 
in  A  pound  of  sugar,  he  managed 
I  «B  dnorfa  «bou(  ow-<ishth  of  a  pound  of 
L  ^nua.   I  will  m^aSt  duit  that  is  not  the 
K  «ir  nsnn,  btt  dint  U  vhv  they  want 
wtirte,     Ttiey  also  say  that  the 
I  of     glu^rose      makes     the  pro- 

'  <fi^  "  oyi*p  chnvx  ."  In  regard  to  the 
luuiiiii  ihr-  mofectiAners  use,  let  me  quote 
t'f  «i.Vrrt?  nf  a  Virtorinn  manufacturer, 
-,r4  it  »■.]]  siio^  whv  the  mmufacturers  are 
r-^Vi'tiDt  !n  lourii  the  question  of  glucose. 
TVt  ««!d  ftuKh  rather  it  was  left  un- 
^*'«iAad.  1  pTopose  to  quote  from  the 
W  'teli^lqr  Mr.  Hoftdl^,  who  came 


before  the  Tariff  Commissicn  in  Mel- 
bourne,  as  giving  a  fair  indication  of  what 
is  being  done  in  the  confectionery  trade 
in  cOTinexion  with  the  use  of  glucose.  I 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  answers  given  by  this  witness,  and  to 
the  way  in  which  he  gave  his  evidence. 
I  quote  from  page  568  of  the  Minutes  of 
Evidence,  Vol.  II.,  question  3829 — 

You  are  adcing  lu  to  asnst  you  with  regard 
to  sugar? — Yes. 

Will  you  tell  me  the  oompositton  of  your 
Jujubes?— Principally  gum  aud  gelatine. 

The  jujube  I  refer  to  now  is  the  jujube  of 
which  you  reduced  the  price  by  3id.  a  lb. 
yesterday ;  what  is  that  made  of  ? — From  gum 
principally. 

Wholly  gum? — Sugar  and  gum. 

Is  there  any  glucose  in  it? — ^Yei. 

Theu  why  do  you  not  answer  distinctly,  and 
say  what  is  in  it ;  arc  the  contents  of  that  jujube 
one-third  glucose,  one-third  gum,  and  oae-tmrd 
sugar  ? — It  is  about  that. 

I  invite  the  Committee  to  notice  what  was 
the  demeanour  of  this  witness.  He  was 
first  asked  what  was  in  his  jujubes,  and 
his  answer  was  glib,  prompt,  and  ready, 
"  Gum  and  gelatine."  His  next  answer 
was  "  Gum  principally,"  and  he  was  still 
evading  the  question  and  reluctant  to  make 
an  admission.  Then  he  wa$  asked 
whether  they  were  made  wholly  of  gum, 
and  he  said,  *'  No,  of  sugar  and  gum," 
and  he  would  not  make  any  admission  ex- 
cept to  a  leading  question.  He  was  then 
asked  the  ordinary  leading  question,  "  Is 
there  any  glucose  in  them?"  and  then  he 
admitted  that  his  jujubes  con»sted  of  one- 
third,  glucose. 

Senator  Lynch. — It  had  to  be  dragged 
out  of  him. 

Senator  CLEMONS.  —  As  Senator 
Lynch  says,  it  had  absolutely  to  be  dragged 
out  of  him,  and  his  final  answer  was  that 
his  jujubes  cwitained  one-third  gum,  one- 
third  gl  ucose,  and  one-third  sugar.  I 
could  quote  lar^ly  from  the  evidence  to 
show  what  is  going  on,  and  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  quote  from  evidence  given  by 
a  manufacturer  who  objected  to  the  use  of 
glucose  and  said  why.  A  witness  named 
Caffrey  was  asked— 

Do  you  make  glucose  jujubes? — I  have  great 
objcctioD  to  using  glucose. 

Why  ?— I  consider  it  deleteri^*^*"alth. 

Do  you  consider  that  is  t  to 

make  about   jujubes  made  e< 
lieve  that  it  is  injurious  ii 
consumed.    I  am  only  giv 
idea  of  its  effects.    I  find 
produce  constipation  in  ch  ,^  I 

fection  made  of  purd^Bi^il  by  ^OO^ IC 
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With  regard  to  the  adjective  "chewy^V  to 
which  I  have  referred,  I  may  say  that  this 
witness  was  asked — ■ 

Is  it  not  found  that  glucoM  keeps  a  lolly 
softer  than  si^rar? — It  has  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a  lolly  that  will  be  "  (Aewy,"  and  that  U 
the  lolly  I  spoke  of  as  likely  to  produce  coniti- 
pation. 

We  know  that  that  is  Mie  of  the  effects 
of  the  use  of  glucose. 

Senator  McGregor. — ^These  aie  india- 
rubber  lollies. 

Senator  CI.EMONS. — I  agree  with 
Senator  McGregor  that  that  would  be  the 
best  description  of  them.  I  am  glad  that 
he  and  I  are  at  one  in  this  matter.  I 
have  perhaps  occupied  more  of  the  time 
of  the  Committee  than  I  should  have  done, 
but  I  feel  earnestly  and  strongly  in  this 
matter,  and  forttmately  it  is  one  with 
which  we  can  deal  quite  apart  from  any 
fiscal  considerati<xi.  Whatever  happens,  I 
am  delighted  that  in  regard  to  the  im- 
ported article  we  have  inserted  an  item 
in  the  Cnstcans  Tariff  which  we  hqpe  and 
believe  will  have  the  <^ect  of  prtdubiting 
ttie  importation  of  confectionery  containing 
glDcose.  My  pleasure  on  that  account 
would  be  very  largely  added  to  if  we 
could  succeed  in  preventing  the  use  of 
glucose  by  Australian  manufacturers  of 
confectionery.  Reverting  for  a  moment 
to  the  commercial  aspect  of  the  question, 
I  am  satisfied  that  if  Australian  manufac- 
turers were  bold  enough  to  face  this  ques- 
tion fairly,  and  advertise  to  every  one  that 
tbey  sold  no  ccmfectionery  containing  glu- 
cose, they  would  not  merely  enhance  the 
estimation  in  which  they  are  held  by 
the  pidslic  in  deciding  to  prodiKs  an 
article  of  high  quality,  but  they  would 
also  undoubtedly  increase  their  own  pro- 
fits. I  cannot  imagine  why  they  do  not 
see  that.  They  have  not  now  the  oppor- 
tunity to  say  that  they  cannot  afford  to  do 
so,  because  we  permit  the  importation  of 
confectioiery  COTitaining  glucose.  I  should 
have  been  prepared  to  go  to  the  length  of 
im'pcsing  a  duty  of  66.  or  8d.  per  pound 
to  prevent  the  use  of  glucose  in  imported 
confectionery.  But  it  is  equally  desirable 
that  it  should  not  be  used  in  confecticMiery 
locally  manufactured.  Honorable  sena- 
tors who  are  animated  by  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  establishment  of  industries  in 
Australia  should  make  a  determined  effort 
to  see  that  self-respecting  manufacturers 
are  pitied  by  a  desire  not  merely  to  make 
good  profits  and  pay  good  wages,  but  also 
to  produce  a  superiw  article  oi  which 


Australians  can  be  proud.  Honorable 
senators  of  the  Labour  Party  would  not 
only  join  with  me,  but  would  d»ire  to 
lead  me  in  an  effort  to  improve  the  wages 
conditicMis  in  any  Australian  industry,  and 
I  ask  them  especially  to  say  now  that 
they  are  animated  by  a  desire  to  achieve 
the  object  I  have  indicated. 

Senator  Givens. — Did  the  honorable 
senator  quote  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson  as  to  the  indigestibility  of  glu- 
cose? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I    did,    but  I 
could  quote  further  evidoice  given  by  that 
gentleman.     I  quote  the  following*" three 
questions  and  answ«%  from  his  evidence- 
Yon  would  not,  X  soppose,  enconiage  the  tise 
of  glucose  in  prefereiice  to  die  use  of  sngar?— 
No,  I  wonid  not. 
You  would  tend  to  discouTase  its  U3c?—Yet. 
The  only  way  we  can  discourage  it  it  by 
means  of  the  Tariff?— That  is  the  most  direct 
method. 

He  was  also  asked  this  question — 

You  are  distinctly  of  opmiw  that  the  use  of 
glucose  should  not  be  permitted  in  jellies  or 
wines  unless  a  declaration  to  that  effect  t» 
made? — Its  use  in  wine  is  prohibited  under  the 
Wine  Act  of  Victoria. 

I  am  glad  to  kiww  that  in  the  State  of 
Victwia,  at  any  rate,  it  has  been  dedded 
that  there  shall  be  no  glucose  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  wine.  I  go  further,  and 
ask  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  to  de- 
cide that  there  shall  be  no  glucose  in  any 
article  of  food,  and  certainly  not  in  con- 
fectionery. I  feel  that  I  have  delayed 
the  Committee  too  long,  and  I  oSct  ar» 
apology  and  excuse.  The  apology,  that  I 
think  the  subject  very  important,  and  the 
excuse,  that  I  have  ^iven  it  much  amsider- 
ation  quite  outside  my  labours  in  connexi<H> 
with  the  Tariff  Commission.  I  have 
not  been  omtent  to  rest  upcm  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  high  as  his  authoritr 
on  the  subject  is,  but  I  have  taken  privately 
every  step  by  questioning,  verbally  and 
through  correspondence,  the  best  authwi- 
ties  on  the  question. 

Senator  Lynch. — Is  not  Mr.  Wilkinson 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Pure  Foods  Act  in  Victoria? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— He  is  the  Go- 
vernment Analyst  of  Victoria,  and  the 
analvst  specially  retained  by  the  Common- 
wealth Department  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
and  stands  as  high  in  his  profession  as  anv 
one  in  the  Ccxnmonwealth.  I  haVe  had  his 
opinion  confirmed  bv  every  inquiry  I  made 
from  the  best  sources  to  which  I  could  go 
for  sound  inforii»)|i@sb  e;m.tfld<Mt^.  E 
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have  had  correspondence  with  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son apart  frwn  the  evidence  he  gave  before 
the  Tariff  Commission,  and  he  is  as 
strongly  as  he  possibly  can  be  of  the 
optniai  that  we  might  do  decidedly  bene- 
ficial work  in  the  interests  of  every  one  in 
the  community  if  we  practically  prohibited 
the  use  of  glucose  in  confection^y.  I  say, 
finally,  that  in  so  doing  we  should  be  in- 
flicting no  injury  on  any  protected  manu- 
facturer in  Victoria.  We  have  removed 
from  our  Australian  manufacturers  all 
competition  from  glucose  confectionery 
imported  frtHn  abroad.  We  have  im- 
posed a  duty  of  4d.  per  !b.  upon 
imported  glucose  confectionery,  and,  in 
suggesting  the  imposition  of  an  Ex- 
cise duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  confec- 
tionery in  which  glucose  is  used,  I  am 
careful  to  preserve  the  same  modicum  of 
protectirai  that  has  been  decided  upon 
under  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [3.43]. — No  member 
of  the  Cwnmittee  can  take  the  slightesi  ex- 
ception to  the  time  which  Senator  Clemons 
has  orcupied  in  submitting  his  request. 
Some  time  back,  when  we  were  dealing 
with  the  items  in  the  Customs  Tariff, 
the  honorable  senator  dealt  earnestly 
and  at  some  length  with  the  use  of 
^uoose  in  imported  confectioiery.  I 
,  speak  for  myself,  and,  I  think,  for 
several  other  membm  of  the  Ccnnmit- 
tee,  when  I  say  that  the  arguments 
brought  forward  by  the  honorable  senator 
00  that  occasion  against  the  use  of  glucose 
in  confectionery  were  very  strong  indeed. 
He  greatly  impressed  the  Committee  and 
Ministers.  So  much  so  that  when  we  had 
listened  to  what  he  had  to  put  before  us,  we 
took  steps  to  make  further  inquiry  into  the 
whole  questicHi  of  the  use  of  glucose  in 
ai^'  article  of  food.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor, on  the  occauon  to  which  I  refer, 
quoted  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and  referred  to  the 
fact  that  he  had  given  evidence  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  strongly  discouraging 
the  use  of  glucose  in  articles  of  food- 
After  Yeading  Mr.  Wilkinson's  evidence 
and  the  honorable  senator's  remarks,  the 
Cast<»n8  authorities  thought  it  necessary  to 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  exact  effect  of 
glucose  upon  the  human  system.  Before 
consalting  Mr.  Wilkinson,  reference  was 
made  to  Dr.  Xorris,  the  Chairman  of  the 
,  Board  of  Public  He^ilth  of  Victoria,  and 
the  oSar  charged  with  the  administration 
of  the  Health  Acts  of  that  State.  That 
course  was  thought  desirable  because  Dr. 


Norris  is  a  patholc^st,  and  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son  an  analyst  pure  and  simple.  The  re- 
port whidi  Dr.  NcmtIs  furnished  to  the 
Comptroller-General  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, on  23rd  March,  1908,  was  very 
brief,  but  to  the  point.  It  was  to  the  effect 
that  glucosa  is  not  necessarily  an  injurious 
article  for  human  consumption,  but  that  it 
may  be,  and  is,  used  in  certain  drcum- 
stances  in  connexion  with  the  manufacture 
of  jams  from  what  may  be  called  spent 
fruits,  or  fruits  of  which  the  juices  have 
already  been  extracted  and  used  for  other 
purposes.  Dr.  Norris*  report,  which 
speaks  for  itself,  is  as  follows — 

From  the  physiological  point  of  view,  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  the  use  of  glucose  io 


confectionery  and  other  foodstuffs.  This  is,  of 
course,  on  the  assumption  that  proper  Mandards 
of  purity  for  the  substance  are  fixed  and  main- 
tained, a  course  which  is  necessary  to  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  substance  is  now  latgely  pre- 
pared by  chemical  means,  and  that  bv  the  use 
of  impure  chemicals  the  finished  product  may 
be  impure.  In  this  connexion,  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  the  standards  fixed  under  our  Pure  Food 
Act,  for  different  forms  of  commercial  glucose. 

To  show  the  absurdity  of  objecting  to  glucose 
as  a  foodstuff,  only  one  physiologicnl  fart  need 
be  mentioned,  via.  .—-That  cane  sugar  is  value- 
less as  a  tissue  food  until  it  has  been  converted 
in  the  diseative  tract  into  what  is  practicnllv 
glucose,  whereas  glucose  can  be  absorbed,  and 
utilized  bv  the  system  without  aay  digeition  or 
fermentation. 

Glucose  is  the  sugar  of  fruits,  and  m  laTge 
proportion  of  the  cane  sugar  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  jam  is,  by  tl^  action  of  the  fruit 
acids,  in  the  presence  of  heat  converted  into 
gluooic. 

Senator  Findley.— There  is  a  remark- 
able difference  there  between  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Health  and  the 

analyst. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  shall  read  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  report  shortly.  The  final  para- 
graph of  Dr.  Norris'  report  deals  with  the 
uses  to  which  glucose  can  be  improperly 
put  in  ccHinodon  with  the  manufacture  of- 
jam — 

Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  mention  the  one 
objection  to  the  use  of  glucose  in  jam  manufac- 
ture, viz. : — That  owing  to  its  freedom  from 
liability  to  crystatltznlion,  it  can  be  used  to 
make  jams  from  inferior  fruit,  or  partly  ex- 
hausted fruit  pulp,  the  juice  of  which  has  been 
used  to  malce  svrups  or  jellies.  This,  however, 
is  a  matter  which  should  be  controllable  by 
other  means. 

That  is  the  opinion  obtained  from  the 
chief  public  pathologist  of  Victoria.  He 
distinctly  states  that  glucose  is  more  diges- 
tible than  ordinary  cane  sugar,  and  that 
the  process  of  digestiwi  of  cane  sugar  ac- 
tuallv  involves  il^  ci«iver^^~y^g|^Kx»e. 
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Senator  FxNDUY. — He  also  says  that  in- 
ferior fruit  can  be  made  to  appear  like 
good  fruit  by  the  admixture  of  glucose. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  said  that  Dr. 
Norris  drew  particular  attention  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  its  use  in  making  jams  from  in- 
ferior fruit  or  partly  exhausted  fruit  pulp, 
the  juices  of  which  had  been  used  to  make 
syrups  or  jellies.  After  receiving  that  rt- 
port,  the  Department  invjted  a  communica- 
tion upon  the  subject  from  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
the  Governmoit  Analyst  of  Victoria,  who 
also  acts,  as  Senate  Clem(His  stated,  as 
the  analyst  for  the  Central  Department  of 
Trade  and  Customs  for  the  Coinmonwealth. 
His  report,  received  on  ist  April,  1908, 
reads  as  follows — 

In  evidence  before  the  Tariff  Conanaissioa  I 
endeavoured  to  make  the  point  clear  that  autho* 
rities  on  food  and  food  analysis  do  not  legaid 
the  use  of  glacose  in  foodstuffs  as  detrimental, 
provided  the  glucose  used  is  pure.  Since  the 
date  of  that  evidence  additional  information  on 
this  subject  has  appeared,  and  I  attach  transla- 
tion hereto  of  the  recently  expressed  authorita- 
tive opinion  of  the  President  of  the  Imperial 
Z>epartRient  of  Health,  Berlin.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  opinion  is  expressed  that  it  has 
never  been  proved  that  commercinl  glucose  is 
injurious  to  health,  and  that  no  objections  can 
be  raised  against  its  use  from  a  health  point  of 
view.  Another  authority,  Dr.  Wiley,  Chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  United  States  of 
America,  in  his  work  on  Foods  and  their  Adulte- 
ration, Philadelphia,  1907,  states  on  page  485  : — 
"  Glucose  containing  harmful  substances  : — The 
bleaching  of  glucose  by  sulphurous  acid  natur- 
ally leads  to  the  introduction  into  candies  of 
this  substance.  It  is  present  in  minute  quanti- 
ties, however,  and,  if  the  glucose  is  carefully 
made,  I  may  add — negtigibTc  quantities.  The 
danger  of  over-sulphuring  must  not  be  lorgottcn, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  draw  a  line  of  demarkatinn 
between  what  may  be  regarded  as  negl  gble 
and  injurious  quantities.  The  abandonment, 
therefore,  of  the  use  of  sulphur  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  only  safe  way  of  protecting  the 
consumer  against  an  adulteration  of  this  kind." 

Dr.  Wiley  also  states  on  page  384  : — "  In  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  glucose  is  not 
regarded  by  the  majority  of  hygienists  as  a 
substance  injurious  to  health.  If  it  be  injurious, 
it  ia  due  more  to  a  lack  of  care  in  manuf.irture 
than  to  any  inherent  properties.  Pure  glucose, 
being  simply  a  hydrolyzcd  production  of  starch, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  substance  injurious  to 
health.  The  objections  to  glucose  which  have 
been  legitimately  made  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  acids  which  have  been  used  in  converting 
the  starch,  and  also  the  sulphurous  acid  which 
has  been  used  in  bleaching  the  product,  have 
not  been  entirely  removed.  It  appears  that  the 
glucose  used  for  food  purposes  can  be  freed 
from  all  objection  by  inverting,  the  starch  with 
which  it  is  made  with  diastase  and  avoiding  the 
use  of  all  bleaching  reagents.  The  glucose  thus 
made  would  not  he  water-white,  nor  is  it  de- 
sirable for  edible  purposes  that  it  be  so,  since 
it  is  always,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  manufacture 
of  certain  candies,  used  in  connexion  with  natur- 


ally coloured  food  products.  There  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  a  glucose  made  as  above,  and 
possessing,  as  it  naturally  would,  an  amber  or 
reddish  colour  would  be  made  less  desirable  than 
a  product  which  is  absolutely  colourless.  This 
suggestion,  therefore,  is  made  to  the  manufac- 
turer of  glucose  for  edible  purposes,  m  the  in- 
terests of  public  health,  and  to  avoid  any  pos- 
sible condemnation  of  the  glucose  by  reason  of 
the  method  of  manufacture,  namely,  that  the 
use  of  acid  in  the  manufacture  of  glucose  be 
discontinued,  that  malt  or  some  other  form  of 
diastase  be  substituted,  and  that  bleaching,  ex. 
cept  bv  passing  through  animal  charcoal,  be 
entirely  omitted.  The  product  made  in  this  way 
would  be  free  from  the  objecttoni  which  have 
been,  and  mav  in  the  future  still  be,  urged  with 
reason  against  the  use  of  the  article  at  the 
present  time." 

Senator  Cleuons. — Is  it  not  a  fair  com- 
mentary on  that  to  say  that  it  is  a  laboured 
argument  to  prove  a  negative  result  ?  The 
most  that  it  is. hoped  to  prove  is  that 
glucose  is  harmless,  and  not  that  it  has 
the  value  of  sugar. 

Senator  KEATING.— I  followed  Sena- 
tor demons'  argument  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Wilkinson's  statements,  and  will  deal  with 
it  immediately.  Mr.  Wilkinson  goes  on 
to  say — 

Hutchison,  the  well-known  English  authority 

on  food,  states  in  his  book  on  Food  and  Dietetics, 
1906,  page  374,  that — "  Commercial  glucose,  on 
account  of  its  incapability  of  crystallizing,  is 
often  used  to  make  jam  from  inferior  fruit  or 
from  the  remains  of  fruit,  the  juice  of  which  ha» 
been  used  to  make  fruit  syrups  and  jellies.  Such 
jam  may  have  a  good  appearance,  but  is  deficient ' 
in  fruit  flavour.  It  is,  however,  quite  whole- 
some and  nutritious." 

I  come  now  to  Mr  Wilkinson's  concluding 
remarks.  As  typewritten,  I  may  say,  the 
word  "  not  "  appears,  but  the  Comptroller-  - 
General  of  Customs  and  the  cheers  and  I, 
too,  consider  that  it  is  a  slip,  and  that  the 
word  should  be  "now."  I  will  read  it 
first  with  the  word  **  not,"  and  afterwards 
with  the  ^vo^d  "  now  " — 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  (now?)  koowa 
th.it  the  glucoses  (moaosaccharids)  are  more 
easily  of  digestion  than  sucrose  or  cane-sugar 
(disaccharids),  for  in  the  process  of  digestion 
sugar  cannot  be  assimilated  until  it  has  been  con- 
verted in  the  alimentary  canal  into  glucoses 
(dextrose  and  laevulose)  for  the  action^  of  the 
enzyme  ferments. 

Glucose  containing  an  undue  proportion  of 
sulphurous  acid  compounds,  as  I  stated  before 
the  Tariff  Commission,  would  certainly  be  ob- 
jectionable for  use  in  foods,  as  the  compounds 
of  sulphurous  acid,  as  proved  by  the  experiment 
of  Wiley  and  the  Health  Department  of  Berlin, 
are  decidedly  poisonous  to  human  beings.  The 
fixation  of  standards  in  regard  to  the  permis- 
sible proportions  of  mlphurous  acid  comp6nnds  * 
in  glucose  and  6ther  foods  (is)  vetted  in  State 
control  under  the  several  State  Health  Acta  and 
Pure  Food  laws.  i 
Digitized  by  V<J OOQ IC 
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The  last  sentence  seems  to  be  involved,  as 
apparently  the  word  "  is "  has  been 
omitted. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  hmiorable  sena- 
tor  can  have  his  choice  of  *'  now "  or 
**  not "  in  the  first  sentence,  because  the 
whole  argument  is  that  the  human  being 
must  do  the  digesting. 

Senat<H-  Givens. — How  is  it  that  the 
German  Army  authorities  prescribe  double 
rations  of  sugar  because  of  its  nutritive 
qualities,  while  we  hear  nothing  of  their 
prescrilwng  glucose? 

Senator  KEATING. — That  point  also, 
I  propose  to  deal  with  directly.  It  has 
been  ascertained  that  in  Germany  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  induce  the  authorities  to 
place  glucose  on  the  same  level  as  beet 
sugar  in  the  uniform  food  standards  of  the 
Empire  with  r^ard  to  its  use  in  ^e  manu- 
facture of  foods.  I  have  here  a  copy  of 
a  long  memorandum,  dated  23rd  June, 
1906,  and  addressed  to  the  Imperial  Board 
of  Health,  Berlin,  presumably  by  seme 
perstxis,  whose  signatures  are  not  given,  in- 
terested in  the  use  of  glucose.  I  have  also 
a  translation  of  the  very  much  longer 
reply  or  advice  given  by  the  expert  officer. 
I  do  not  propose  to  read  the  whole  of  it, 
but  the  notes  that  have  been  made  here 
for  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Interior, 
in  order,  apparently,  to  enable  him  to  give 
bis  reply  to  the  petition,  clearly  show  in 
various  places  that  glucose  is  nc^  regarded 
as  inherently  harmful  or  injurious  when 
used  as  a  food  or  in  connexion  with  foods. 
It  is  pointed  out  in  the  report  that  in  Eng- 
land glucose  is  used  very  largely  in  con- 
nexion with  marmalades,  jams,  and  syrups, 
but  that  when  it  is  present  beyond  a  certain 
percentaRe  the  manufacturers  are  liable  to 
prosecution. 

SenatOT  Givens. — Why  prosecute,  if 
glucose  is  good? 

Senator  KEATING.— For  the  reason 
which  I  gave  before,  that  it  ^may  be  used 
in  connexicHi  with  spent  fruits,  and  that  its 
actiffii  then  is  to  make  the  article  appear 
to  contain  the  juices  of  which  the  spent 
fruit  has  been  exhausted. 

Senator  Chataway. — Did  you  not  read 
the  statement  that  it  was  perfectly  healthy? 

Senator  KEATING. — Yes;  but  that  it 
was  deceiving.  That  was  in  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph  of  Dr.  Norris'  report. 

Senator  Findlev. — It  would  be  waste 
matter  except  for  malting  irtto  glucose. 

Senator  KEATING.— The  conclusion 
of  the  repcfft  in  regard  to  the  petificm  that 


has  been  made  to  the  Imperial  authorities 
in  Berlin  reads — 

If,  therefore,  according  to  the  data  so  far 
collected,  no  objections  can  be  raised  against 
the  use  of  glucose  from  a  health  point  of  view, 
we  can  still  not  recommend  an  increased  use  of 
it  in  the  manufacture  of  food,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  above-stated  inferiority  of  the 
goods,  bat  also  because  on  increaaed  consump- 
tion of  glucose  would  mean  a  decreased  con- 
sumption of  beet-sugar,  which  hat  undoubtedly- 
proved  itself  a  good  food. 

Even  if  glucose  is  not  injurious,  they  could 
not  recommend  any  course  that  would  -in- 
crease its  use  in  connexion  with  foods,  be- 
cause the  result  would  be  to  decrease  the 
consumption  of  beet  sugar.  The  report 
continues — 

A  remarkable  fact  regarding  glucose  should 
not  be  forgotten,  that  in  spite  of  its  relatively 
low  ^rice  it  has  made  barely  any  headway  in 
the  household  as  a  substitute  for  beet>sugar. 
All  this  goes  to  show  that  whatever  de- 
fects glucose  may  have  are  defects,  not  due 
to  any  inherent  vices,  but  defects  due  to 
the  process  by  which  it  is  manufactured. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  ordinary  sugar. 

Senator  Givens. — No. 

Senator  KEATING.— If,  in  the  manu- 
facture or  the  handling  of  sugar,  certain 
methods  were  used,  the  honorable  senator 
will  admit  that  there  might  be  injurious 
defects. 

Senator  Givens. — Sugar  is  not  made 
frwn  spent  matter. 

Senator  KEATING.— Neither  is  proper 
glucose.  As  far  as  the  extracts  I  have  quoted 
go,  they  show  that  there  is  no  inherent  de- 
fect or  vice  in  glucose  itself  that  caused 
steps  to  be  taken  in  Germany  to  discourage 
its  use  beyond  a  certain  extent,  but  that  its 
injurious  properties  are  due  entirely  to  the 
method  by  which  it  is  manufactured. 
Eliminating  from  ccMisideration  the  in- 
jurious ingredients  which  there  may  be  in 
glucose  manufactured  in  a  certain  wav,  we 
get  to  what  Senator  Clemons  regarded  as 
a  negative  position.  That  is  that  glucose 
is  neither  good  nor  harmful  as  far  as  food 
is  concerned.  In  spite  of  Senator  Clemons' 
statement  that  glucose  is  indigestible,  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Wilkinson,  the  Victorian 
Government  Analyst,  and  Dr.  Norris,  the 
Victorian  Government  Pathologist,  clearly 
goes  to  show  that  it  is  more  digestible  than 
cane  sugar. 

Senator  Clemons. — Mr.  Wilkinson  does 
not  say  that. 

Senator  KEATING.— Mr.  Wilkinson 
stated — 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  .is  now  known  that 
the  glucoses  {mosf^ffff^^i^^O&gJ^  easy 
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of  digestion  tlian  sucroce  or  cane-sugar  (disac- 
cbarids),  for  in  the  process  of  digestion  sugar 
canaot  be  assimilated  until  it  has  been  converted 
in  the  alimentary  caual  into  glucoses. 

The  relative  digestibility  of  glucose  is 
greater  than  that  of  sugar,  according  to  the 
testiouxiy  of  both  the  Government  AnaU  st 
and  the  Chief  Health  Officer  of  Vic- 
toria- As  far  as  the  prc^ibition  of  the  use 
rf  glucose  in  Germany  is  concerned,  it  is 
quite  evident  from  the  report  made  in  order 
to  enable  a  reply  to  be  given  to  the  peti- 
tion, that  they  intend  to  discourage  the  use 
of  glucose  in  order  not  to  decrease  the  con- 
sumption of  beet  sugar.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  see  that  it  is  not  advisable  to 
adopt  any  course  with  regard  to  glucose 
and  its  use  in  the  Cbmnunwealth  that 
would  ind:cate  that  the  Committee  had 
made  up  its  mind  that  under  no  circum- 
stances should  it  be  used  at  all.  We  have 
dealt  with  the  question  of  the  importation 
of  confectionery,  of  which  glucose  forms 
an  ingredient.  I  contend  that  the  better 
course  for  us  to  take  is  to  so  frame  our 
measures  as  to  practically  make  it  impos- 
sible for  any  person  who  desires  to  use 
glucose  in  the  Ccmimonwealth  to  use  any 
other  glucose  than  that  manufactured  here 
under  our  own  supervi^on. 

Senator  Gitens. — You  will  have  six 
State  authorities  dealing  with  it. 

Senator  KEATING.— We  shall  not  have 
six  different  State  authorities.  If  glucose 
is  to  be  manufactured  under  Excise  condi- 
tions, it  will  be  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Commonwealth,  unhampered 
and  unfettered  by  the  States. 

Senator  Findley. — Why  should  the 
Commonwealth  be  burdened  with  that  ex- 
pense when  the  manufacturers  could  use 
sugar  ? 

Senator  KEATING.— What  expense 
would   the   Commonwealth   be  burdened 

with? 

Senator  Findley. — Expense  will  be  in- 
curred by  the  suggestion  which  you  make. 

Senator  KEATING.— The  very  fact 
that  we  impose  Excise  is  to  enable  us  to 
carrv  out  the  necessary  supervision,  and  in- 
stead of  there  being  a  burden,  the  resultant 
rei-enue  will  be  more  than  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate the  Cwnmonwealth  for  aiiy  expOTse 
incurred.  I  hope  honorable  senators  will 
see  their  way  to  give  effect  to  a  rolicv  of 
that  kind.  Then  we  shall  be  satisfied  that 
all  glucose  manufactured  in  the  Common- 
wealth is  manufactured  under  conditions 
which  will  make  it  certain  that  it  will  con- 
tain none  of  the  deleterious  ingredients  re- 


ferred to  by  Senator  demons.  Glucose 
could  be  used  for  confecticwery,  or  any- 
thing else,  so  long  as  it  is  manufactured 
under  our  supervision  and  our  regulations. 

Senator  Clemons. — With  regard  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the  questicKi 
of  the  digestibility  of  glucose,  it  would  be 
just  as  much  to  the  point  to  say  that  water 
is  more  digestible  than  any  article  of  food. 

Senator  STORY  (South  Australia)  [4.7]. 
— I  think  the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs 
hait  successfully  combated  all  the  argu- 
ments of  Senator  Clemons  as  to  the  whole- 
someness  of  this  product.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  authorities  quoted  by  Senator 
Keating,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  opini<xi 
of  Mr.  W.  D.  Hargreaves,  M.A.,  F.I.C., 
who  is  the  Government  Analyst  of  South 
Australia,  and  who  certainly  should  be 
as  good  an  authority  as  either  Senate 
Clemons  or  any  of  the  witnesses  who  gave 
evidence  before  the  Tariff  Commission. 

Senator  Findley. — I  would  not  take 
him  as  a  better  authority  than  •  Mr. 
Wilkinson. 

Senator  STORY.— Mr.  Wilkinson  gave 
evidence  that  glucose  was  only  harmful  if 
there  was  a  great  quantity  of  sulphurous 
acid  in  it.  The  ai^:ument  in  favour  of 
encouraging  the  production  of  glucose  in 
Australia  is  that  its  production  can  be 
supervised,  and  that  the  local  health  au- 
thorities can  make  sure  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  sulphurous  acid  or  other  dele- 
terious ingredient  to  be  of  any  harm. 

Senator  Givens.— How  often  is  the 
Victorian  Pure  Food  Act  evaded? 

Senator  STORY.—That  has  nothing  fo 
do  with  the  case.  I  propose  to  give  to 
the  Commhtee  the  opinion  of  a  qualified 
gentleman  as  to  the  wholesoneness  at 
otherwise  of  glucose.  A  number  of  ques- 
tions were  sent  to  Mr.  Hargreaves  re- 
garding this  matter,  and  I  have  his  an- 
swers. Thf  first  question  was,  "  Is 
glucose  undesirable  in  the  manufacture  of 
confectionery?"  Mr.  Hargreaves  re- 
plied— 

Pure  glucose  is  wholesome  and  nutritious, 
and  is  more  easy  of  digestion  than  cane  su^ar, 
for  before  cane  sugar  can  be  digested  it  has  to  be 
changed  to  dextrose  and  laevulose.  Devtrose 
is  chemically  the  same  as'  pure  glucose.  There- 
fore, provided  the  glucose  is  pure,  it  is  not 
undesirable  in  confectionery. 


Question  No.  2  was.  "  Is  it  nece»ary 
in  confectionery?"  The  reply  ta  that 
was  as  follows — 


Certain  forms  of  confectionery  which  are 
popular  can  be  made  by  th^^^^J^wotet 
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and  caanoc  be  nude  from  cane  in^ar  alone. 
In  this  respect  gloooie  is  necessary  in  confec- 
tioaery. 

The  third  question  asked  was,  "  Is 
glucose  of  oonimeicial  advantage  to  mana- 
facturers?  "  To  that  question  Mr.  Har- 
greaves  replied — 

From  the  point  of  view  of  qnestion  3,  it  is 
a  cosniDerciai  advantage.  If  the  question  im- 
plies that  glucose  can  be  used  as  an  adulterant 
to  cheapen  the  manufacture,  it  would  appear 
that  there  is  no  commercial  advantage  in  its 
DsCi  since  glucose  is  dearet  than  cane  sugar. 

Hie  fourth  question  was,  "  Is  it  a  dis- 
advantage to  consumers?  "  To  that  the 
reply  was — 

Having  regard  to  the  answers  to  questions  i 
and  3,  pare  glncoae  is  not  »  disadvantage  to 
ontsnmers  with  reqiect  to  either  their  healths  or 
Anr  pockets. 

Mr.  Hargreaves  was  also  asked  \rtiether 
ghicose  is  a  substitute  for  cane  sugar.  He 
lepUed — 

In  respect  to  confectionery,  glucose  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a  snbstitnte  for  cane  sugar. 

The  sixth  questicm  asked  was,  "  Is 
glucose  a  substitute  for  fruit  juices?" 
The  reply  was — 

•   Clocose  is  not  a  siAititute  for  fni:t  juices 

in  confectionery. 

Mr.  Hargreaves  'nas  also  asked  whether 
glooose  is  not  more  dangerous  in  confec- 
tionery ^an  plaster  of  Paris.  Honorable 
sesiattHS  will  see  from  the  r^Iy  that 
glucose  is  not  such  a  dangerous  article  to 
heaftfa  as  Senator  demons  would  make  us 
believe. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Who  sent  those 
questions  to  Mr.  Hargreaves? 

Senator  STORY.— I  sent  them  to  Mr. 
Hargreaves  through  a  mtUual  friend. 
Sexiator  Clonons  some  time  ago  suggested 
that  plaster  of  Paris  and  glucose  were 
equally  dai^;araus. 

Senator  Clehons. — I  suggested  nothing 
of  the  sort.  I  have  not  mentioned  plaster 
of  Paris. 

Senator  STORY.— The  reply  of  Mr. 
Hargreaves,  to  the  question  respecting 
placer  of  Paris  is  as  follows— 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  this  question. 
Plaster  of  Paris  is  indigestible,  and  would  be 
decidedly  objecti<mable  in  confectionery ;  but 
I  haw  never  met  with  any  confectionery*  in 
whidi  it  was  used.    Glucose  is  wliolesome. 

Senator  Clemons. — Mr.  Wilkinson  says 
in  his  evidence  that  most  commercial 
glucose  omtauis  plaster  of  Paris. 


Senator  STORY.— Mr.  Hargreaves  fur- 
ther states  in  answer  to  the  qnestion  ad- 
dressed to  him — ■ 

8.  Is  arsenic  frequently  found  in  glucose? — 
I  have  tested  upwards  of  fifty  samples  of  glu- 
cose used  in  South  Australia,  and  found  that 
arsenic  was  not  present-  in  any  of  the  samples. 
If  glucose  were  made  with  acid  containing 
arsenic,  then  arsenic  would  be  present  in  the 
glucose. 

9.  Have  you  found  excessive  quaatities  of  sul- 
phurous acid  in  analyses  of  glucose? — Sulphurous 
acid  is  at  the  present  time  the  most  aoticeable 
imparity  in  commercial  glucose.  It  is  difficult 
to  say  what  constitutes  an  excessive  quantity  of 
sulphurous  acid.  Before  a  limit  can  be  fixed 
further  investigations  are  necessary.  In  the 
latge  number  of  glucoses  analyzed  in  this 
laboratory  some  were  fotmd  to  contain  either 
no  sulphurous  acid  or  sulphites,  or  only  traces 
of  these  substances,  while  only  one  sample  bad 
a  decidedly  excessive  quantity.  The  majority 
of  the  samples  contained  less  than  10  grains  of 
sulphurous  acid  per  lb.  of  glucose. 

Senator  Clemons. — I  should  say  that 
they  did.  Mr.  Wilkinson  warned  us  be- 
cause he  fotmd  one  sample  ctmtaining  5 
grains  per  lb.  and  another  containing  6 
grains  per  lb. 

Senator  STORY.  —  The  writer  con- 
tinues— 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  why 
glucose  cannot  be  ihanufactured  so  as  to  be  prac< 
tically  free  from  sulphurous  acid  or  its  com- 
poonds.  There  will  be  less  sulphurous  acid  in 
the  confectionery  than  in  the  glucose  from  which 
the  confectiooeiy  is  made,  as  some  will  be  given 
ofF  in  the  process  of  manufacture.  It  must  be 
remembered  in  this  connexion  that  some  manu- 
facturers use  solutions  containing  sulphurous 
acid  and  sulphites  in  the  manufacture  of  con- 
fectionery, and  the  quantity  used  is  very  much 
greater  than  that  likely  to  be  present  in  the 
glucose. 

Glucose  is  an  article  of  food  which,  among 
others,  has  been  standardized  in  Victoria, 
so  that  there  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty 
in  determining  whether  or  not  any  sample 
ccMnes  up  to  the  standard  and  is  fit  for 
human  consumption. 

Senator  Findley. — Have  the  other  States 
similar  Acts? 

Senator  STORY.— Yes ;  South  Australia 
has  a  more  drastic  Health  Act  than  has 
Victoria. 

Senator  Clemons. — Then  how  did  the 
Government  Analyst  of  South  Australia  get 
that  variety  of  analyses? 

Senator  STORY.— Senator  Findley 
claims  to  be  a  protectionist.  Last  year  we 
imported  over  2,700  tcms  of  glucose.  AH 
the  raw  materials  frwn  which  it  is  made 
are  grown  in  Australia.^practicany  in  all 
the  States.      Digitized  by  VjOOgle 
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Senator  ClemONS. — This  request  does 
not  touch  that  question. 

Senator  STORY. — I  am  addressing  a 
protectionist  senator  who  has  been  very 
active  in  apparent  opposition  to  the  item. 

Senator  Findley.— -Because  it  will  mean 
a  greater  consumption  of  glucose. 

Senator  STORY.— It  will-mean  a  greater 
employment  of  Australian  labour  in  manu- 
facturing the  article.  If  all  the  glucose 
which  is  used  in  Australia  were  made 
locally  it  would  take  the  product  of  about 
6,000  acres  of  land.  The  best  glucose  is 
or  can  be  made  from  potatoes. 

Senator  Clemons. — Not  the  best  kind. 

Senator  STORY. — Glucose  can  be  made 
from  potatoes  which  are  grown  largely  in 
Victoria,  in  the  south-eastern  parts  of  South 
Australia  and  in  Tasmania.  At  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  the  market  price  is  too 
low  to  pay  the  growers.  On  some  occasions 
the  price  has  been  so  low  that  they  Kave 
not  been  dug  out  of  the  ground. 

Senator  Clemons. — Only  omx  in  seven 
years  since  Federation. 

Senator  STORY.— If  the  Committee 
would  assist  to  establish  an  industry  for  the 
manufacture  of  glucose  anywhere  in  Aus- 
tralia or  in  each  State  the  surplus  crop  of 
potatoes  could  be  put  to  good  use,  and  the 
growers  would  not  be  called  upon  at  times 
as  they  now  are  to  sacrifice  a  year's  labour. 
On  a  number  of  occasions  Senator  Clemons 
has  said  that  he  would  be  the  last  person  to 
hamper  or  stifle  an  Australian  industry. 

Senator  Clemons. — A  good  industry. 

Senator  STORY.— To-day  the  honorable 
senator  told  the  Committee  that  he  was  very 
desirous  to '  encourage  the  growth  of  to- 
bacco, and  yet  he  is  now  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  accept  a  motion'  which  if  carried 
here  and  adopted  elsewhere  would  certainly 
have  the  effect  of  hampering  if  not  stifling 
an  industry  which  ultimately  would  employ 
a  large  amount  of  labour. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  will  have  the 
effect  of  vastly  improving  the  confectionery 
industry.  It  is  really  the  best  advertise- 
ment it  could  get. 

Senator  STORY.— Tt  will  also  have  the 
effect  of  prevwiting  the  growers  of  maize, 
potatoes  and  other  vegetable  products  from 
getting  a  higher  price  than  they  get  under 
existing  circumstances.  I  know  that  a 
company  sent  an  expert  to  Europe  and 
America  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  most 
modern  system  of  manufacturing  glucose, 
and,  if  a  protectionist  inducement  he  given 
here,  to  purchase  the  most  modem  ma- 


chinery. It  is  prepared  to  start  right 
away  to  manufacture  glucose,  for  which 
there  is  a  large  market. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  honorable  sen- 
ator is  doing  the  greatest  damage  to  Aus- 
tralian axifectionery  by  suggesting  that 
sort  of  thing. 

Senator  STORY.— On  this  question,  the 
honorable  senator  has,  what  the  boy  in  the 
street  would  call  a  "rat."  He  refuses 
to  listen  to  anything  in  favour  of  glucose. 
His  mind  is  absolutely  made  up.  From 
the  report  of  the  Tariff  Commission,  he 
quoted  evidence  which  just  suited  his  pur- 
pose, and  which  was  intended  to  damage 
the  quality  of  this  substance  in  the  eyes 
of  hwiorable  senators.  No  doubt,  if  time 
permitted,  I  could  quote  from  the  same 
witnesses  evidence  which  would  very  much 
modify  his  argument.  He  gave  as  CMie 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  u^d  that  glu- 
cose absorbs  a  large  quantity  of  water. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  loses  considerable 
weight  in  boiling. 

S^iatw  Cleuons. — Of  course,  it  does. 

Senator  STORV.— Then  how  can  it  ab- 
sorb and  hold  a  considerable  quantity  of 
water  ? 

Senator  Clemons. — Of  course,  it  can 
and  does.  The  two  things  are  not  an- 
tagonistic. 

Senator  STORY.— When  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son was  giving  evidence  before  the  Tariff 
Commission,  he  referred  to  an  article  of 
which  I  presume  he  approved.  I  propose 
to  quote  a  few  lines  in  order  to  show  that 
glucose  is  not  the  dangerous  compound 
which  the  honorable  senator  would  have 
the  C<xnmittee  to  believe  it  is. 

Senator  Clemons.- — I  did  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  I  have  always  said 
that  the  most  which  can  be  proved  is  a 
nega'tive. 

Senator  STORY.  —  I  invite  honorable 
senators  to  listen  to  this  quotation — 

Can  you  give  any  information  about  its 
chemical  properties  or  physiological  effects? — 
Yes.  I  have  here  two  or  three  articles  on  the 
subject  of  its  use,  translated  principally  from 
the  Germaii  Journal  of  Foods  and  Food  .Pro- 
duets.  I  have  condensed  them,  and  perhaps  I 
may  read  them. 

On  the  question  of  the  unrestricted 
use  of  starch  syrup  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  foods,  he  said  that  two  German 
writers  had  recently  discussed  the  various 
uses  of  starch  syrup  in  the  preparation  of 
foods  and  emphasized  that — 

I.  Starch  syrup  is  now  much  purer,  and  it  is 
prepared  so  that  there  can '  be/Sb^yglufic,  ob- 
jections to  its  generaP'Oie^dby  VjlJvjyLC 
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That  statem«it  is  quoted  by  a  witness 
who,  according  to  Senator  Clemons,  has 
cmdemned  the  use  of  glucose  in  un^ 
measured  terms. 

2.  Many  fruit  jellies,  marmalades,  keep  better 
and  retain  a  better  appearance  when  prepared 
with  starch  synip  than  with  cane  sugar. 

That  statement  is  quoted  by  a  witness 
who,  Senator  Clemons  wants  the  Cwnmit- 
tee  to  believe,  has  absolutely  condemned 
glucose. 

3.  Many  confectioneries,  as  caramels  (rock- 
drops),  bon-boQs,  &c.,  if  a  permanent  trans- 
parency is  desired,  or  the  pralines,  soft  shimmer 
cakes,  and  fondants,  to  obtain  a  delicate  taste 
and  melting  on  the  tongue,  cannot  be  made 
without  the  use  of  starch  syrup  in  conjunction 
with  ordinary  sugar — the  best  contain  up  to 
50  per  cent,  of  it. 

That  is  only  one  extraxrt  from  the  evidence 
given  by  a  witness  who,  Senator  Clemons 
desires  the  Conunittee  to  believe,  has  ab- 
solutely condemned  glucose  as  an  article  of 
diet.  I  am  sorr)*  to  hear  that  a  protec- 
tionist like  Senator  Findley  intends  to  op- 
pose the  encxMjragement  of  that  which,  if 
established,  would  be  a  very  large  and  im- 
portant Australian  industry. 

Senator  FINDLEV  (Victoria)  [4.29].— 
I  think  that  this  matter  can  be  discussed 
quite  apart  frMU  fiscalism.  When  we 
talk  about  protection,  we  ought  first  to 
consider  whether  it  is  not  of  the  highest  and 
the  most  supreme  impcxtance  to  protect 
the  life  and  the  health  of  every  perstui  in 
the  cc»nmunity.  The  strongest  argument 
used  in  favour  of  the  use  of  glucose  is  that 
it  is  harmless.  On  the  other  hand,  every 
one  is  agreed  that  sugar  is  nutritious  and 
that  glucose  is  used  because  it  is  cheaper 
-dian  sugar. 

Senator  Story. — No,  it  is  dearer. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — The  market  price 
of  glucose  is  apparently  slightly  higher 
tiian  the  price  of  sugar,  but  manufacturers 
of  oxifectionery  obtain  an  advantage  by 
using  it  as  a  substitute  for  sugar.  They 
are  not  in  business  mierely  for  the  sake  of 
£tieii  health  but  to  make  as  much  mraiey 
as  they  can,  and  they  would  not  use  glu- 
cose, which  is  not  nutritious,  as  a  substi- 
tute fw  sugar,  which  is,  if  the  expense 
were  greater.  Senator  Story  has  stated 
that  in  all  prcrfjability  a  factory  will 
be  established  in  Australia  in  which  a  large 
sum  of  money  will  be  invested  if  we  place 
no  restrictiOTi  upOT  the  use  of  glucose  in 
confecticMiery.  I  would  not  care  if  ten 
•udi  factories  were  to  be  established  if  I 
had  made  up  my  mind  that  glucose  is  in- 


jurious to  health  when  used  as  a  substitute 
for  sugar  in  the  manufacture  of  confec- 
tionery. 

Senator  Story. — But  the  honorable  sena- 
tor should  not  make  up  his  mind  to  that. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  have  made  up 
my  mind  that,  though  it  may  not  be  in- 
jurious, it  is  not  nutritious.  There 
is  evidence  that  it  causes  constipation 
amongst  children,  if  not  amongst  adults, 
and  we  know  that  oxistipation  is  account- 
able for  very  many  derangements  of 
the  human  system.  Under  the  Pure  Foods 
Act  in  Victoria  glucose  must  be  of  a 
certain  standard  before  it  can  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  "confectionery.  That  is 
all  right  for  Victoria,  but  what  about  the 
other  States.  I  am  not  aware  that  similar 
Acts  have  been  passed  in  any  of  the  other 
States. 

Senator  Story. — We  have  a  more  drastic 
law  in  South  Australia. 

Senator  Clemons. — Nothing  of  the 
kind. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  not  aware 
tha't  on  the  statute-book  of  any  of  the 
other  States  flhere  is  an  Act  similar  to 
the  Pure  Foods  Act  of  Victoria.  When 
we  were  dealing  with  the  Customs 
Tariff  Bill,  Senator  Clemons  submitted 
a  request  in  connexion  with  the  use 
of  glucose  in  imported  confectionery  : 
there  was  nolt  a  discordant  note,  and 
Senator  McGregor,  the  leader  of  the 
party  with  which  I  am  associated,  gave 
his  hearty  approval  to  the  request.  The 
unanimity  of  opinion  as  to  the  results 
which  follow  the  use  of  glucose  in  confec- 
tionery is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  both 
sections  of  the  Tariff  Commissicm  recom- 
mended that  its  use  should  not  be  per- 
mitted. 

Senator  Clemons. — Senator  McGregor 
and  ex-Senator  Higgs  agreed  with  me  on 
the  point. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Senator  McGregor 
and  ex-Senator  Higgs  are  known  through- 
out the  Commonwealth  as  consistent  and 
strong  advocates  of  protection.  Senator 
Clemons  is  as  well  known  as  a  consistent 
supporter  of  the  other  fiscal  theory,  and  T 
say  that  protectioni^its  anci  free-traders  are 
agreed  that  something  should  be  done  in 
this  matter  in  the  interests  of  Australian 
citizens.  Notwiliistanding  the  evidence 
quoted  from  high  scientific  authorities  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  glucose  ijo  one  has 
said  that  gluco.se  is  mpre  advantageous  to 
the  human  system  thaivnts  sugai.  Sugar 
is  a  naturjd  pnSffiiii^^V6i^M^,^and  we 
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have  passed  legislation  wHich  we  hope  will 
have  the  effect  of  pennanently  establishing 
the  sugar  industry  in  the  Commcm wealth. 
I  remind  bcHiorable  senates  that  if  we 
refuse  to  permit  the  use  of  glucose  in  the 
manufacture  of  oxifectionery  we  shall  om- 
fer  a  considerable  advantage  upon  the 
sugar  industry,  and  our  action  in  this  mat- 
ter may  mean  merely  the  transference  of 
employes  from  one  industry  to  another. 
But  if  the  proposal  submitted  by  Senator 
demons  were  to  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
placing some  men  in  a  particular  line  of 
business  and  against  that  were  set  the  pre- 
servation of  the  health  of  thousands  of 
children  and  adults  who  use  confectionery, 
it  would  still  have  my  support.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  statements  that  have  been 
quoted,  and  the  circulars  which  have  been 
sent  to  honorable  senators  in  ccMinexion 
with  this  matter,  I  have  come  to  the  om- 
clusi(xi  that  in  the  manufacture  of  confec- 
tuMiery  sugar  is  preferable  to  glucose.  I 
agree  with  Senator  Clemwis  that  the  con- 
fectionery  industry  of  Australia  would  re- 
ceive a  world-wide  advertisement  if  it  were 
made  publicly  known  that  Australian 
manufacturers  did  not  use  glucose.  I 
agree  with  him  also  lliat  instead  of  injur- 
iously affecting  the  manufacturers  the 
result  would  be  ccmsiderably  to  their  ad- 
vantage. It  would  be  proclaimed  Vo  the 
world  that  the  Australian  Parliament  was 
one  of  the  iirst  to  lay  down  definitely  and 
distinctly  that  cwifectionery  should  be 
al»olutely  pure  and  wholes(xne  before  it 
was  placed  on  the  market  for  sale.  Fcn- 
the  reasons  I  have  stated* I  shall  suppwt 
the  request. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
[4.37].— I  shall  not  take  up  much  time  in 
(lebaiing  this  matter,  but  as  it  concerns 
(be  health  of  the  people,  I  do  not  care 
to  give  a  silent  vote  upai  Senator  Qctichis' 
request.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  grievance 
of  honorable  senators  who  are  moving  in 
the  matter  is  not  so  much  against  the  use 
of  glucose  in  the  manufacture  of  cwifec- 
tionery  as  against  the  adulteration  of  glu- 
cose  itself. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  is  certainly  not 
so,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— There  seems 
to  be  no  evidence  from  any  reliable  source 
that  pure  glucose  is  injurious  to  health. 

Senator  Clemons. — ^Again,  the  most 
that  the  hcHiorable  senator,  can  say  is  that  it 
is  harmless. 

Senator  £.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  have 
had  the  c^portunity  of  consulting  one 


or  two  •  reports  frwn  reliable  sources 
by  men  whose  onlv  interest  was  the 
preservation  of  the  public  health,  and 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the 
imposition  of  a  sweeping  tax  upon  Any 
particular  ccxnmodity  is  the  best  means 
to  adopt  to  preserve  the  health  of  the 
people.  I  believe  that  the  preservation  of  the 
public  health  can  be  best  attended  to  by 
the  health  authorities  of  the  States.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  States  that  have  not  yet 
moved  in  this  matter  will  do  so  at  a  very 
early  date.  In  passing  the  Victorian  Pure 
Foods  Act,  the  State  Legislature  was  ex- 
tremelv  careful  about  the  preservaticai  of 
the  health  of  the  people,  and  in  dealing 
with  the  so-called  adulterants  of  confec- 
tionery, they  prescribed  the  use  of  certain 
ingredients,  but  did  not  include  glucose 
amongst  them.  I  give  the  standard  for 
confectionery  from  the  VictOTian  Pure 
Food  Act — 

Confectionery  shall  contain  no  paraffine ;  nor 
any  foreign  mineral  substance;  nor  any  injurioul 
colouring  agent,  nor  any  chloroform  or  other 
injurious  flavouring  agent;  nor  any  drug  con- 
cerning which  any  restrictive  legiUation  it  in 
force  J  nor  any  glucose,  other  than  standard  glu- 
cose. 

Whilst  the  Act  distinctly  prescribes  the  use 
of  half-a-dozoi  ingredients  in  the  manu- 
facture of  confectionery,  it  places  no  re- 
striction upon  the  use  of  glucose  of  stan- 
dard quality.  That  confirms  my  view 
that  the  remedy  for  the  matter  with 
which  Senator  ClemOTS  wishes  to  deal 
had  better  be  left  to  State  legisla- 
ticm.  We  might  just  as  well  propose  the 
impositim  of  a  heavy  tax  upon  any  article 
of  consumption.  We  know  that  water  is 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  confectionery, 
but  would  any  hcmorable  senator  contena 
that,  because  a  particular  manufacturer 
used  water  that  contained  iniurious 
microbes,  we  should  put  a  tax  on*  microbes 
to  compel  all  manufacturers  of  confec- 
tionery to  use  pure  water?  We  are  dealing 
with  an  exactly  similar  case.  I  have  had 
c^portunities  to  learn  the  way  in  which 
glucose  is  used  in  many  industries.  It  was 
used  in  oonnexicm  with  one  industry  wicti 
which  I  was  connected,  and  not  as  a  substi- 
tute for  sugar,  because  unadulterated  glu- 
cose is  much  dearer  than  sugar.  In  connexion 
with  that  industry  I  never  heard  of  any 
complaints  because  of  the  use  of  glucose. 
I  have  seen  children  eating  glucose  itself, 
and  regarding  it  as  a  luxury.  It  was 
glucose  of  a  very  high  standard,  and  I 
never  knew  any  of  these  children  to  suffer 
in  any  way  from  ^^tab^dogWd 
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very  loath  to  give  any  vote  which  might  en- 
courage the  use  of  anything  which  would 
injuriously  affect  the  health  of  the  people. 
There  are  many  articles  in  the  confec- 
tiooery  line  whidi  could  not  be  brought  to 
the  standard  of  perfection  whidi  they  have 
reached  to-day  were  it  not  for  the  use  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  glucose.  In  this 
State,  at  all  events,  by  the  passing  of  the 
Pure  Foods  Acts  the  State  Legislature  has 
made  provisiwi  for  the  health  of  the 
people,  and  we  might  leave  other  States  to 
follow  on  similar  lines.  We  should  cer- 
tainlv  not,  in  protesting  against  the  use  of 
an  adulterated  and  impure  article,  impose 
a  quite  unnecessary  tax  on  a  pure  standard 
article.  1  should  certainly  not  vote 
against  Senator  Cl«nons'  request  if  I 
thought  that  tn  doing  so  I  should  be  doing 
anvthinc;  which  would  tend  to  injuriously 
affect  the  health  of  the  people.  If  i 
thought  that  the  use  of  pure  glucose  in  coi.- 
fectiooery  would  have  any  such  effect,  I 
should  he  prepared  to  absolutely  prohibit 
it.  But  I  do  not  think  so,  and  I  intend 
to  rote  against  the  request. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[4.44]. — I  am  as  anxious  as  any  one  can 
be  th.it  all  articles  used  foe  human  con- 
sumption  shall  'be  pure  and  of  the  very 
best  quality.  I  know  that  in  Victwia  there 
is  in  force  what  might  be  called  an  up-to- 
date  Food  and  Drugs  Act — perhaps  the 
ratBt  advanced  legislation  of  the  kind  in 
anv  of  the  States.  I  think  that  Senator 
Storv  was  under  a  misapprehension  in 
suggesting  that  the  Soufh  Austrnl'an  Act 
was  a  more  drastic  piece  of  legislatiai). 

Senator  McGregor.  —  The  honorable 
senator  referred  to  the  Health  Act. 

Senator  VARDON  — The  South  Aus- 
tralian Health  Act  is  a  very  good  Act. 
There  has  been  prepared  in  South  Aus- 
tralia a  Bill  for  an  Act  which  might  be 
considered  quite  as  up-to-date  as  the  Vic- 
torian Pure  Foods  Act,  and  I  think  it  is 
right  that  such  legislaticm  should  be  passed. 
The  care  of  the  health  of  the  peoplfe  with 
regard  to  foods  is  a  nuestion  more  for  the 
States  than  for  the  Cranmonwealth  Parlia- 
ment. There  is  being  established  in  South 
Australia  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
glucose. 

SenatOT  Xeedham. — It  is  an  impure  ar- 
ticle at  any  time. 

Senator  VARDON.— That  is  a  matter 
of  opinion.  Senator  Story  has  read  replies 
from  Mr.  Hargreaves,  the  Analvst  for 
South  Australia,  stating  that  there  is  no 
impurity  in  glucc»e  when  it  is  made  up  to 


standard.  In  the  south-east  of  South  Aus- 
tralia potatoes  are  very  largely  grown.  I 
was  in  that  part  of  the  State  a  year  or 
two  ago,  and  saw  acres  of  ground  literally 
full  of  potatoes,  into  which  the  fork 
was  not  put  because  the  potatoes  were 
not  worth  digging  at  the  iprice  then  ob- 
tainable. One  of  the  objects  of  the 
new  factory  in  South  Australia  is  to  give 
potato-growers  a  better  market  for  their 
produce.  No  doubt  glucose  is  used  very 
largely  in  confectionery,  and  it  is  thought 
that  if  its  use  is  restricted  in  the  wav  pro- 
posed, the  effect  upon  that  industry  will  be 
very  damaging.  The  whole  gist  of  the 
matter  is  not  whether  .glucose  should  be 
used,  but  whether  it  should  be  of  a  stan- 
dard quality  so  that  it  shall  not  be  in- 
jurious. Senator  E.  J.  Russell  made  re- 
fertfnce  to  the  regulations  issued  under  the 
Pure  Food  Act  of  Victoria,  and  to  the 
standard  set  up  for  glucose.  It  is  pro- 
vided in  Victoria  that  it  shall  not  be  used 
in  confectionery  unless  it  conforms  to  that, 
standard.  If  Senator  Clemons  will  pro- 
pose that  glucose  shall  not  be  used  in 
confectionery  unless  it  is  up  to  standard, 
he  will  acoocnplish  what  he  is  really  aiming 
at.  He  should  add  to  the  word  **  glu- 
cose "  the  words  "  if  containing  more  than 
I  per  cent,  of  ash,  estimated  on  the  basis 
of  a  degree  of  concentration  equal  to  a  i 
degrees  Baum6,  or  containing  arsenic."  He, 
would  then  be  quite  sure  that  the  material 
used  was  up  to  standard,  and  could  not  be 
injurious. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  not  the  honor- 
able senator's  suggestion  presuppose  that  , 
arsenic  is  occasionally  present? 

Senator  VARDON. — It  has  been  stated 
in  evidence  that  there  are  sometimes  tracpv 
of  arsenic    We  should,  therefore,  provide 

in  the  way  which  I  suggest  that  there  must 
be  no  arsenic  in  glucose.  One  manufac- 
turer states — 

Since  the  confectionery  trade  has  used  glucose, 
it  has  been  the  means  of  increasing  the  v.uiety 
and  keeping  quality  of  sweets,  and  it  is  almost 
as  essential  as  sugar  in  the  confectionery  of  to* 
day.      In  all  boiled  confectionery  the  use  of 
glucose  adds  to  the  lustre  and  brilliancy  of  the  ' 
goods,  and  it  has  a  decided  tendency  to  prevent 
their  becoming  sticky  and  prevents  granulation  ' 
for  8L  considerable  period.      In  all   the  other  I 
softer  classes  of  confectionery  the  use  of  glucose  i 
improves  the  texture  and  consistency  and  render*  j 
the  resultant  manufactures  of  a  lesser  sweetness 
(there  is  SDch  a  thing  as  having  some  kinds  of 
confections  too  sweet).     With  Hie  use  of  glti- 
cose  confectioners  have  considerably  altered  the 
consistency    of    the    old-fashioned    ^omfit  pjn 
goods,    such    as    aniseed    balls    and  sugar 
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almonds,  which  used  to  be  made  hard  and  brittle, 
but  now  do  not  affect  the  most  fragile  teeth. 

The  use  of  glucose  is  a  matter  of  consi* 
derable  importance.  The  testimony  of  scien- 
tific men  is  somewhat  conflicting,  but  if 
Senator  Clemons  will  add  to  his  request 
the  words  which  I  have  suggested,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  support  him^  as  by  that  means 
we  can  provide  that  ncHhing  injurious  shall 
be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  confec- 
tionery. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives be  requested  to  amend  the  item 
*'  Glucose  "  by  inserting  the  following  new 
sub-item.  —  "Glucose,  Confectionery 
containing,  per  lb.,  2d."  (Senator 
Cleuons'  request)^put.  The  Committee 
divided. 
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Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Request  negatived. 

Item  (Invert  Sugar  and  Invert  Syrup), 
item  (Saccharine,  &c.),  and  item  (Golden 
Syrup,  &c.),  agreed  to. 

Title  agreed  ta 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  is 
that  I  report  the  Bill  to  the  Senate,  with 
a  request  .for  an  amendment,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again  on  receipt  of  a  message  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  resiiect  of 
the  said  Bill. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  reported  with  a  request. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 

That  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again 
on  receipt  of  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  reference  to  such  Bill. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild, — I  take  it  that 
the  effect  of  a  request  having  been  made  in 
this  Bill  is  tantamount  to  an  amendment 
having  been  made  in  an  ordinary  Bill,  and 


that  notice  must  be  given  before  a  motkxr 
is  submitted  for  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
We  are  not  required,  without  notice,  to  adc^t 
the  report  on  a  Bill  in  which  amendments 
have  been  made,  and  I  submit  that  the  same 
rule  must  be  applied  to  a  Bill  on  which  re- 
quests have  been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  procedure  tiiat 
has  hitherto  been  adopted  in  connexion  with 
Bills  of  a  similar  character  to  this,  is  that 
where  a  report  has  been  submitted  with  a 
request,  the  Senate  has  adopted  that  report 
forthwith,  but  that  may  have  been  done  in 
consequence  of  no  objection  paving  been 
raised.  We  have  no  standing  orders  speci- 
fically  setting  forth  what  is  to  be  done  in 
such  a  case,  but  our  practice  is  that  the 
adoption  of  a  report  cannot  be  proceeded 
with  at  CMice  if  there  are  any  amendments 
reported.  In  this  case  we  have  a  request 
reported,  and  I  think  the  reascming  in  the 
one  case  would  apply  -to  the  other  case. 
The  Journals  of  the  Senate  in  connexion 
with  the  first  Excise  Tariff  Bill  state — 

Senator  Best  also  reported  that  the  Committee 
recommend  that  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill  be  re- 
turned to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a 
message  conveying  the  requests  of  the  Senate 
to  the  House  of  Represeatativei  to  make  certain 
amendments  in  the  Bill  as  set  forth  ia  a  sche- 
dule to  the  message,  and 

That  the  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again 
on  receipt  of  a  message  from  the  House  oT 
Representatives. 

Ordered — That  the  report  from  the  Committee 
be  considered  to-morrow. 

Our  Standing  Orders  do  not  deal  specifi- 
cally with  cases  of  this  character,  but  do 
deal  with  cases  where  we  have  an  ordinary 
Bill  reported,  and  there  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  later  date  fixed  for  the  adopti<xi 
of  tbe  report  If  any  objecticm  is  taken  to 
the  report  at  the  present  time  the  proper 
thing  would  be  to  make  it  an  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  do  not  object 
to  this  motion,  but  we  are  in  rather  a  novel 
position.  I  want  to  move  the  recwnmittal 
of  the  Cust(Hns  Tariff  Bill  on  one  or  two 
specific  items  only,  and  if  the  report  on  the 
Bill  is  adopted  I  shall  be  tmable  to  move 
such  a  motion.  Also- 1  wish  to  see  the 
schedule  of  the  requests  that  have  been 
made,  because  I  want  to  know  what  it  is 
necessary  to  do. 

The  PRESIDENT.— As  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  the  report  of  this  Bill  being  taken 
at  once,  I  will  put  'the  question  to  the 
Senate,  and  the  question  of  adopting  the 
report  of  the  other  Bill  can  be  dealt  with 
when  it  comes  up.  _  _ 

Question  resolvedianetlie  Vaflfi^QgiU^ 
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CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

Bill  reported  with  requests. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Execurlve  Council)  [5.5]. — I 
move — ■ 

That  the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to 
enable  the  report  to  be  adopted  forthwith. 

Senator  Cc^cmel  Neild. — I  cA>yect  to  this 
motion.  No  notice  has  been  given,  and 
there  is  no  reason  for  such  extrawdiiiary 
baste. 

Senator  BEST. — Standing  order  No.  433 
which  deals  with  this  matter,  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

In  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  any  Standing 
•r  Sessional  Order  or  Orders  of  'the  Senate  may 
be  suspended  on  motion  duly  made  and  seconded, 
without  itotice;  provided  that  such  motion  is 
carried  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  senators. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Under  the  stand- 
ing order  quoted  by  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Coimcil,  the  moti<xi  he  has 
moved  can  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  with- 
out notice,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for  it 
10  be  carried  by  an  absolute  majority — that 
is  nineteen  senators  must  vote  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Standing  Orders  to  liable 
the  report  to  be  adopted. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[5-9]- — While  I  admit  at  once  the  relevancy 
of  the  matter  under  awsideration  to  the 
standing  order  quoted  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
<Ient  of  the  Executive  Council,  I  think  the 
Senate  might  have  expected  some  explana- 
tion of  the  necessity  for  the  motion,  but  1 
assume  that  the  htmorable  senator  will  re- 
medy that  cHnission  later  on.  I  am,  as  the 
honorable  senator  knows,  desirous  ot 
bringing  the  session  to  an  early  close; 
hut  I  think  that  before  we  make 
Mich  a  wide  diversion  on  so  important 
a  Bill  frcHn  the  procedure  established 
some  reasons  should  be  giv^.  Whilst  I 
am  desirous  of  assisting  die  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Coumnl  to  complete  the 
business  of  the  session,  I  think  the  Senate 
should  be  told  where  the  urgency  comes  in. 
If  there  is  no  other  business  for  the  Senate 
to  do  to-morrow  we  might  follow  the  ordi- 
nary course  and  take  the  report  on  the  Bill 
then,  but  if  there  is  business  that  re- 
quires our  attention  to-morrow,  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  has 
some  reason  for  the  motion  he  has  sub- 
mitted. I  am  hopeful  that  the  honorable 
senates-  will  be  able  to  tell  us  that  the  Esti- 
mates will  be  ready  fcHr  us  to  go  on  with  to- 
nioiTow.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  a 
very  grave  danger  of  the  Senate  being  left 


without  anything  to  do,  and  if  there  is  no 
work  that  requires  our  attentiw  to-morrow 
there  is  no  reastxi  why  we  should  not  deal 
with  the  report  cm  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill 
then.  There  can  only  be  urgency  if  it  is 
necessary  to  get  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill  out 
of  the  way,  so  as  to  make  way  for  other 
public  business. 

Senator  Peabce. — By  getting' the  Bill  to 
another  place  to-morrow,  a  day  will  be 
gained  there. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  stated  that  when  the  Estimates  have 
been  dealt  with,  another  place  will  deal 
with  the  Federal  Capital  Bill. 

Senator  Findley. — Start  again. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  senator  is  fair.  I  have  done 
everything  to  expedite  the  passage  of  the 
Tariff,  but  it  is  one  thing  to  adopt  the 
unusual  course  proposed,  which  is  only  in- 
tended to  be  adopted  in  cases  of  great 
urgency,  and  another  thing  to  adopt  it  in 
order  to  avoid  an  hour  or  two's  work  to- 
morrow. Some  reason  should  be  given  why 
we  should  pass  over  the  safeguards  pro- 
vided by  the  Standing  Orders.  If  the 
passage  of  the  motion  means  that  we  shall 
be  left  without  any  work  to-morrow,  I  am 
utterly  opposed  to  it ;  but  if  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Coimcil  can 
assure  us  that  by  ^ving  effect  to-  the  pre- 
sent motion  the  Senate  will  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed with  other  business  to-morrow,  I  shall 
support  him. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.12]. — I  wish  to  intimate  my  in- 
tention to  move  for  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — You  can  do  it 
by  moving  an  amendment. 

Senator  PULSFORD.—I  do  not  wish 
to  be  put  in  the  position  of  losing  my  op- 
portunity of  moving  for  the  reocHnmittal 
of  the  Bill.  If  the  motion  is  passed,  will 
I  have  an  opportunity  of  moving  in  that 
direction  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  motion  at 
present  before  the  Senate  is  that  the 
Standing  Orders  be  suspended  as  to  en- 
able the  adoption  of  the  report  to  be 
moved  forthwith.  I  have  already  ex- 
plained that  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  an 
absolute  majority  of  the  Senate  in  favour 
of  that  motion,  and,  if  the  motion  is 
carried  by  an  absolute  majority,  a  motion 
for  the  adopticHi  of  the  report  will  be  sub- 
mitted, and  then  the  honorable  senator 
would  be  in  order  in  subfitittiMUd  potion 
of  the  kind  he  inQlM^^ 


10012  CuOom  Tariff  [SENATE.] 


Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.13]. — I  shall  vote  against  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders, 
for  the  reasons  given  by  Senator  MiHen 
and  for  other  reasons.  When  the  Senate 
has  made  requests  numbering  some  300,  it 
seems  exceedingly  undesirable  to  proceed 
with  this  undue  haste.  I  admit  that  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
has  the  Standing  Orders  on  his  side,  but 
those  who  take  a  different  view  have  their 
right  to  vote,  and  I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable senator  will  succeed  in  carrying  his 
motion.  He  will  not  get  nineteen  senators 
to  support  it,  and  we  may  just  as  well 
leave  the  adoption  of  the  report  yntil  to- 
morrow, and  go  on  now  with  another  Bill 
(HI  the  notice-paper,  which  I  am  sure  the 
hcxiorable  senator  desires  to  have  passed. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— V  ice-P  resi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [s-hI- — I 
have  interpreted  the  wishes  of  the  Senate 
to  be  that  we  should  complete  the  Exdse 
and  Customs  Tariff  Bills  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  so  that  the  requests  may  be 
printed,  and  everything  be  done,  in  order 
to  allow  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  another 
place  with  the  least  possible  delay.  I 
consider  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  moment 
that  these  Bills  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
another  place  to-morrow. 

Senator  Millen. — Will  they  be  pro- 
ceeded witli  then? 

Senator  BEST. — I  think  the  honorable 
senator  should  content  himself  with  my  as- 
surance that  it  is  of  great  importance  lhat 
the  measure  should  be  received  by  another 
place  to-morrow.  I  have  practically  as- 
sured my  colleagues  in  another  place  that, 
so  far  as  my  judgment  went,  with  the 
cordial  help  of  the  Senate,  which  I  ex 
pected,  these  Bills  will  be  ready  tomorrow. 
So  far  as  1  know,  they  will  be  proceeded 
with  bv  another  place  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment.  I  am  aware  that  hmor- 
able  members  of  the  Opposition  in  an- 
other place  have  asked  for  time  in  which 
to  consider  our  requests.  I  suggest  to 
honorable  senators  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable for  the  Government  to  hurry 
forward  those  requests  in  another  place 
when  the  Opposition  protested  that  they 
wanted  further  time  for  their  consideration. 
The  Government  is  anxious  that  their  con- 
sideration shall  be  proceeded  with  else- 
where with  the  least  possible  delay.  It 
is  only  by  the  co-operation  of  all  parties 
here  that  we  can  hope  to  terminate  the 
session  socm.  I  trust  that  I  have  satisfied 
my  hmorable  friend  as  to  the  urgency  of 


this  motion,  and  if  he  is  so  satisfied  I 
would  appeal  to  Senator  Neild  whether 
he  cannot  see  his  way  to  allow  the  report 
to  be  adopted  without  any  dissent  on  his 
part,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  tak- 
ing a  division.  If  I  were  to  speak  at 
great  length  I  could  not  demonstrate  more 
conclusively  than  I  have  done  the  urgency 
of  the  motion.  The  co-operation  of  all 
parties  is  required  in  order  to  achieve  the 
end  at  which  we  aim,  and  that  is  the  early 
closing  of  the  session.  The  sooner  these 
Bills  are  returned  to  the  other  Chamber 
the  sooner— consistently,  of  course,  with 
the  reasCTiable  rights  of  the  Opposition — - 
will  they  be  proceeded  with  there.  Before 
I  resume  my  seat,  I  shall  be  very  glad  if 
1  can  get  an  indjcaticm  that  honorable 
senators  are  satisfied  with  the  ui^ency  of 
this  motion.  I  think  I  may  accept  an  as- 
surance from  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion. 

Senator  Millen. — Personally,  after 
what  the  honorable  senator  has  stated,  I 
am  satisfied,  and  had  he  so  expressed  him- 
self at  the  first  I  should  not  have  spoken. 

Senator  BEST.— I  thfWght  that  we 
thoroughly  understood  one  another.  I 
trust  that  Senator  Neild  will  see  his  way 
to  approve  of  the  motion. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  very  well. 

Senator  Needham. — ^The  Minister  can 
carrv  the  motion  without  his  help. 

Senator  BEST.— Oh,  no;  I  suptpest 
that  under  the  circumstances  my  honorable 
friend  might  waive  his  objection. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — All  right,  but 
I  shnll  move  for  a  reconmiittal. 

Senator  BEST. — I  can  move  the  adc^ 
tion  of  the  report  if  there  is  no  objection 
to  this  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT,— There  is  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Senate  pre- 
sent. 

Question  resoU-ed  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 

That  the  report  from  the  Committee  of  the 
'^'bole  on  the  Customs  TarilT  Bill  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  agaiD 
on  receigtt  of  a  message  from  the  House  of  Re- 

prcssatativcs  in  reference  to  such  Ilill. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.19]. — I  move— 

That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  tfae  recon- 
sideration of  clauKe  6. 

I  wish  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which 
I  desire  a  recommittal  of  the  clatise  deal- 
ing with  the  area  of  prefi^i^nc».^|in  the 
first  place,  let  n&'^'iWWlSdAbn  of 
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honorable  senators  very  briefly  to  the  bis- 
tacy  of  the  agitation  00  bebalf  of  what 
is  ,known  as  preference.  I  suppose  the 
&rst  movem»it  in  that  direction  took  place 
in  the  "  eighties  "  at  a  conference  held  in 
London.  At  that  time  a  delegate  from 
Cape  Colony,  Mr.  Hofmeyr,  made  a 
proposal  that  there  should  be  an  Empire 
agreeoient,'  whereby  a  Tariff  diarge  equal 
to  2  per  cent,  on  imports  fn»n  all 
fweign  countries  into  every  part  of 
the  British  Empire  should  be  made,  with 
the  view  to  getting  together  a  special  fund 
for  defence  purposes.  The  ground  which 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Hofmeyr  and  thosfe 
who  supported  him  was  that  it  was  an  Em- 
pire movement,  and  that  the  object  was  to 
GonscJidate  and  strengthen  the  Empire. 
Mr.  Hofmeyr  defined  his  views  in  this 
way — 

The  feasibility  of  promoting  a  closer  union 
between  the  rartons  parts  of  the  British  Empire 
by  means  of  an  Imperial  TariiT  of  Customs,  to 
be  leried  independently  of  the  duties  payable 
under  exi&ting  Tariffs,  on  goods  entering  the 
Empire  from  abroad,  the  revenue  derived  from 
mm  Tariff  to  be  devoted  to  the  general  defence 
of  the  Empire. 

That  was  something  like  the  first  stage  of 
the  movement.  I  shall  now  refer  to 
what  took  place  at  the  Ottawa  Confer- 
ence which  was  held  in  1894,  when  the  first 
definite  steps  with  regard  to  preference  were 
taken.  But  I  should  like  to  have  a  quorum 
present,  sir.  [Quorum  farmed.]  I  was 
anxious  to  have  as  many  senators  present  as 
possible,  because  I  am  quite  certain  that  to 
the  majority  of  the  Senate  the  history  of 
dus  agitation  is  unknown,  and  it  is  impor- 
tant that  senators  generally  should  know 
what  has  been  done  in  the  past  and  what 
the  position  is  to-day.  At  the  Ottawa  Con- 
fereiKe  of  1894  the  following  resolution 
was  carried — 

That  this  Conference  records  its  belief  in  the 
advisabilitv  of  a  Customs  arrangement  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  by  which  trade 
within  the  Empire  may  be  placed  on  a  more 
favorable  footing  than  that  which  it  carried 
OD  with  foreign  countries. 

In  1897,  when  Canada  brought  in  her 
Tariff,  a  preference  was  granted  to  the 
whole  of  the  British  Dominions.  In  her 
revised  Tariff  of  last  year  I  find  thelol- 
lowing  provision  in  regard  to  preferential 
rates — 

The  rates  of  Customs  duties,  if  any,  set  forth 
in  column  i,  "British  Preferential  Tariff,"  shall 
apply  to  goods  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  following  British  countries  when  imported 
^rect  from  any  British  country  :— 

{«)  United  Kingdom; 

(>)  the  Brittih  Colony  qf  Bermuda; 


{e)  the  British  Colonies  commonly  called  the 
British  West  ladies,  including  the  fol- 
lowing : — The  Bahamas;  Jamaica; 
Turks  and  C&icos  Islands ;  the  Lee- 
ward Islands  (Antigua,  St.  Christo- 
pher-Nevis, Dominica,  Montseriat,  and 
the  Virgin  Islands) ;  the  Windward 
Islands  (Grenada,  St.  Vincent  and  St. 
Lucia);  Barbados;  Trinidad  and  To- 
bago ; 

{di  British  Guiana; 

(e)  British  India; 

(/)  Ceylon; 

ig)  Straits  Settlements; 
(A)  New  Zealand ; 
it)  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
(;)  Natal; 

(*)  Orange  River  Colony; 

(i)  Transvaal ; 

(m)  Southern  Rhodesia; 

{n)  any  other  British  Colony  or  Possession 
admitted  to  the  beneht  of  the  British 
Preferential  Tnriflf  in  Canada,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  prorMsd — 

That  is  the  position  to-day  in  Canada. 
What  is  the  position  in  New  Zealand^ 
which  also  has  in  her  Tariff  certain  prefer- 
ential rates?  In  that  country  the  prefer- 
enpe  is  given  on  goods  "the  produce  or 
manufacture  of  some  part  of  the  British 
Dominicxis. ' '  That  is  very  clear,  very 
emphatic.  The  list  of  goods  on  which  a 
preference  is  given  in  New  Zealand  is 
smaller  than  the  li&t  of  articles  on  which  a 
preference  is  given  in  the  Tariff  which  has 
been  under  consideration  here  lately.  But 
whatever  the  preference  is  it  is  given  to  the 
British  Dominions.  It  does  not  exclude 
a  certain  part  of  the  British  Dominions..  I 
want  to  know  why  in  our  Tariff  all  parts 
of  the  British  Empire  enxpt  the  United 
Kingdom  should  be  excluded  from  the  pre- 
ference. If  I  had  taken  up  the  time  of 
honorable  senators,  as  I  might  easily  have 
done,  for  several  hours,  with  an  Iiis- 
torical  review  of  what  .  has  taken 
place,  I  Should  have  been  able  to  show  that 
from  first  to  last  the  whole  basis  of  the 
agitation  for  preferential  duties  has  been 
tt^  strengthening  and  binding  together  of 
the  Empire.  From  an  economical  point  of 
view  I  nave  always  opposed  the  preferential 
system.  I  disbelieve  in  it.  I  am  quite 
certain  that  ultimately  it  will  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  to  the  Empire.  But  when 
an  important  part  of  the  Empire  like  Aus- 
tralia elects  to  give  a  preference  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  excludes  India  with 
its  300,000,000  people,  I  think  I  am  bound 
at  once  to  call  attention  to  the  grave  omis- 
sion and  to-  ask  why  it  is  made.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  in  India  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  Eint)ire.^hDUgh  the 
people  may  belong  f^^^t^^^Uy^^Ve  have 
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people  who  possess  the  highest  intelligence, 
and  are  capable  of  recognising  when  they 
are  slighted.  If  we-pass  this  measure  and 
show  the  people  of  India  that  we  are  de- 
termined to  exclude  them  frcmj  what  we 
allege  to  be  a  benefit,  it  will  tend  to  in- 
crease that  element  of  dissatisfaction  which 
every  lover  of  the  Empire  regrets  tu  find 
existing  in  India  at  the  present  moment. 
I  have  no  wish  to  delay  the  Senate,  al- 
tliough,  as  I  have  said,  this  is  a  matter 
which  might  have  been  dealt  with  at  very 
great  length.  I  wish  that  it  should  bo 
dealt  vihh  apart  from  all  the  sordid  con- 
siderations which  arise  in  dealing  ordi- 
narily wiih  a  Tariff,  and  on  the  higher 
ground  of  statesmanship,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  what  is  good  for  the  whole 
Empire,  and  what  might  really  help  the 
Empire,  while  at  the  same  time,  causing 
as  little  friction  as  possible'  between  its 
various  parts. 

Senator  Millen. — I  wish  to  direct  at- 
tention to  some  other  maHters  dealt  with 
in  .^e  Bill,  but  I  presume  that  the  dis- 
cussion at  the  present  stage  mu^  be 
limited  to  the  specific  motion  submitted. 

The  PRESIDENT.— At  present  there 
is  a  motion  before  'the  Senate  for  the  re- 
committal of  the  Bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
reccHisidering  clause  6.  It  is  perfectly 
competent  for  any  honorable  senator,  by 
way  of  amendment,  to  suggest  the  recon- 
sideration of  other  clauses  of  the  Bill,  or 
(»f  items  in  the  schedule  If  that  course 
is  adopted,  in  order  to  prevent  any  diffi- 
'•ulty  in  the  minds  of  honorable  senators 
in  voting  t  shall  put  separately  the  ques- 
tion in  respect  of  each  proposal  for  re- 
c<msideratic«i.  Tliat  is  to  say,  I  shall 
put  the  question  on  Senator  Pulsford's 
motion,  that  the  Bill  be  recomipitted  for 
the  purpose  of  reconsidering  clause  6,  and 
then,  as  a  separate  question,  that  it  be  re- 
committed for  the  purpose  of  reconsider- 
ing any  other  clause,  or  an  item  in  the 
schedule,  if  that  be  suggested,  so  that 
honorable  senators  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  upon  each  proposal  sub- 
mitted. 

Senator  Millen. — When  this  matter  is 
disposed  of.  will  it  still  be  competent  for 
me  io  speak  to  the  motion  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report? 

The  PRESIDENT.— Yes,  that  motion 
will  be  revived.  Standing  order  205  pro- 
vides that — 

On  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port the  Bill  may  on  motion  be  recommitted, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part. 


The  motion  now  before  the  Senate  is  not 
an  amendment  of  the  motion  for  the 
adoption  of  the  report 

Senator  Best. — I  do.  not  wish  to  be 
precluded  from  replying  to  any  honorable 
.senators  who  may  desire  to  speak  to  this 
motion. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[5-.'i3]- — I  think  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
put  myself  in  order,  since  you  have  pointed 
out  that  it  is  competenic  for  any  honorable 
senator  to  move  for  the  recommittal  of 
any  other  clause,  or  an  item  in  the 
schedule.  There  is  one  portion  of  the 
schedule  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Minister.  It  will  be 
ranembered  that  a  request  was  agreed  to 
for  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  4d.  per 
lb.  upon  impOTted  confectionery  ocmtain- 
ing  glucose.  That  request  was  adopted 
by  the  Committee  with  the  idea  that  when 
•the  schedule  of  the  Exdse  Bill  was  reached 
a  proportionate  duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  would 
be  imposed  upon  locally-manufactured 
confectionery  containing  glucose.  I  was 
one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  request  for 
a  higher  import  dutv  on  confectionerj-  con- 
taining glucose.  But  in  the  interval, 
having  ascortained,  as  other  honorable 
senators  have  done,  that  there  were  two 
sides  to  the  question ,  I  voted  against 
the  request  made  in  connexion  with  "the 
schedule  to  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill 
to  impose  an  Excise  duty  on  locally-manu- 
factured confectionery  containing  glucose. 
We  have  declined  to  accefrt  a  request  for 
an  Excise  duly  upon  confectionery  contain- 
ing glucose,  and  it  therefore  does  seem  to 
me  that  we  should  review  our  requests  for 
the  imposition  of  a  higher  import  duty  on 
such  confecti<Miery.  I  think  it  was  in  the 
mind  of  every  honcffable  senator  when  that 
request  was  agreed  to  that  it  would  be  fol- 
lowed later  by  a  request  for  the  imposition 
of  an  Excise  duty. 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  not  correct 
It  was  not  in  my  mind  that  that  would  be 
done. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  cannot  pretend  to 
say  what  was  in  the  mind  of  anv  member 
of  the  Senate-  1  can  only  refer  to  what 
honorable  senators  said,  and  the  advocates 
of  a  higher  duty  upon  imported  confec- 
tionerv,  containing  glucose,  rested  their 
case  verv  largely  upon  the  fact  that  the  * 
would  follow  up  the  request  then  proposed 
with  a  proposal  for  the  imposition  of  an 
Excise  duty  on  the  samerclass^Qf|  confec- 
tionery.   As  we^i^'altayPSft'^to  re. 
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quest  the  imposition  of  an  Excise  duty, 
we  should  certainly  recommit  the  schedule 
of  this  Bill  with  a  view  to  reviewing  our 
request  for  an  increased  duty  on  imported 
c<mfectionery  <x>ntaining  glucose.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  better  that  I  should  not  make 
any  motiOTi  in  ccmnexion  with  this  matter, 
and  I  should  be  content  not  to  do  so  if  I 
had  an  assurance  from  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  that  he  would 
beai  in  mind  the  acticm  taken  in  Commit- 
tee on  tbe  Excise  Tariff  BUI,  and  would 
end^vour  to  have  the  anomaly  ctsrected 
elsewhere. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  think  it  would 
be  better  for  the  honorable  senator  to  move 
an  amoidment  in  order  that  he  may  be 
sure  of  an  oppoftunity  to  deal  with  the 
matter. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  shall  do  so,  and 
with  cwKurrence,  I  can  withdraw  it  later 
on  if  that  seems  desirable.    I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion,  "  alio  for  the  reoxisideratioa  of  item  45, 
requested  paragrai^  G." 

Senator  Colonel  Neiu>. — Shall  I  be 
debarred  frcwa  moving  for  the  Fecommittal 
of  an  item  earlier  than  that  referred  to  by 
Senator  Millen  ? 

The  PRESIDENT.—No. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Ey  leave,  I  should 
like  to  amend  my  motion  by  including 
clause  8  alsa 

Motion,  by  leave,  amended  accordingly. 

Senator  Colonel  Is'EILD  (New  Soutli 
Wale&)  [5.4o]. — I  desire  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  item  17,  "Table  Waters,"  with  a 
view  to  substitute  for  the  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  imder  the  general  Tariff  a  duty  of 
IS.  3d.  per  dozen,  and  of  pd.  per  dozen  on 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom.  I  in- 
tend to  propose  a  much  higher  duty  than 
that  which  the  Government  submitted.  The 
great  bulk  of  the  mineral  waters  imported 
are  cheap  Japanese  and  German  waters, 
the  price  of  which  varies  from  SdT^to  is. 
,per  dozen.  A  duty  of  25  per  cent-  ad 
valorem  upon  these  importaticxis  would 
amount  to  a  mere  fraction,  no  more  than 
2d.  Of  3d.  per  dozen.  The  imported  Eng- 
lish waters  are  twice  as  costlv.  and  there- 
fore mider  the  schedule  as  it  stands  an 
enormous  advantage  is  given  to  the 
Japanese  vendor  of  cheap  waters,  there 
beuig  no  United  Kingd«n  preference.  The 
English  Malvern  Spring  Water,  which,  in 
half-pint  sizes,  costs  is.  7d.  per  dozen,  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  one-half,  or 
less  than  one-half  that  price  for  Japanese 
and  German  waters.   UiUiappily,  I  had  not 
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an  opportunity  to  bring  the  matter  tinder 
the  attention  of  the  ^nate  before,  be- 
cause the  seccmd- reading  debate  terminated 
unexpectedly  on  the  second  day.  I  had 
an  urgent  call  to  Sydney,  which  I  could 
not  set  aside,  and  so  missed  my  op- 
portunity to  deal  with  the  matter  at  the 
pr{^r  time.  I,  therefore,  ask  a  little 
consideration  from  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Encutive  Council.  I  have  aome  con- 
fidence that  my  proposal  will  be.  assented 
to,  because  it  would  involve  higher  duties 
than  the  Government  has  proposed,  an  in- 
crease in  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  Tariff,  ,and,  at  the  same  time,  a  more 
e-.]uitable  arrangement  as  between  the 
v^dors  of  different  table  waters.  Another 
matter  I  wish  to  have  reconsidered  is  the 
flashlight  test  of  kerosene.  This  is  dealt 
with,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  item  234,  para- 
graph pp,  because  the  Tariff,  in  its  amended 
loan,  is  not  befcffe  honwable  senators,  and 
I  may  not  be  .accurately  describing  the 
item.  That  is  wie  of  the  reas(»is  why  I 
did  not  desire  that,  at  this  stage,  the  am- 
sideration  of  the  Bill  should  be  hurried. 
I  understand  that  we  have  agreed  to  a 
flashlight  test  of  97  degrees,  and  I  wish 
the  test  to  be  reduced  to  73  degrees.  I 
wish  to  submit  a  lower  flash  point  than  97 
degrees,  for  reasons  contained  in  what 
seems  to  be  an  important  communication, 
that  only  came  to  hand  to-day  from  one  of 
the  Farmers  and  Settlers'  Associations  of 
New  South  Wales.  The  secretary  writes  in 
these  terms — 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  by  fixing  the 
flash  test  at  97  degrees  F.,  such  brands  of  kero- 
sene oils  as  "  Royal  Daylight  "  and  "  Petrolite," 
which  Bash  at  about  86  degrees  F.,  will  be 
classed  under  the  item  "  Oils  n.e.i.,"  dutiable 
at  6(1.  per  gallon. 

Senator  Vardon. — Those  are  all  fuel 
oils. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Exactly — 

The  brands  of  oils  mentioned  arc  for  use  in 
oil  engines,  which  are  now  vastly  used  by 
farmers  in  shearing  and  chaff -cutting,  Sc.  The 
action  of  the  Senate  in  making  them  dutiable 
at  6d.  per  gallon  will  prohibit  their  importa- 
tion, with  tbe  result  that  all  users  of  oil  engines 
will  have  to  pay  in  future  a  higher  price  for 
a  higher  flash  test  oit  than  is  required.  Nor 
does  the  higher  flash  test  give  as  good  results 
in  oil  engines  as  the  oils  which  flash  qtiicker 
and  give  a  greater  amount  of  power. 

The  facts  stated  in  that  letter  may  ma- 
teriallv  alter  the  views  of  honorable  sena- 
tors as  to  the  desirability  of  practically 
excluding  those  fuel  kerosene  oils.  This 
is  a  matter  of  great  ccmsequence  to  a 
large  number  of  i^R^Aefs^^fuQ^^^ubmit 
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ihe  proposal  in  the  interests  of  the  great 
body  of  those  who  use  oil  engines.  An- 
other matter  that  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee W  reconsider  is  contained,  I  be- 
lieve, in  item  410,  although  I  cannot  be 
sure,  as  about  a  dozen  amendments  were 
submitted  on  that  item  last  night.  I  de- 
sire to  omit  "  sensitized  films  and  ansto- 
t\pe  .paper,"  and  add  a  new  paragraph  as 
follows: — "Photographic  sensitized  films 
and  aristotype  paper,  free."  It  was  stated 
last  night,  no  doubt  in  the  best  of  faith, 
that  those  articles  were  made  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Senator  Best. — Aristotype?  .  Yes. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  ex- 
cellent authority  positively  contradicting 
the  statement.  I  hare  t^re  a  declaration 
iigned  by  scnne  of  the  leading  photo- 
graphers of  Melbourne,  and  also  the  as- 
sertion of  a  lar^  Melbourne  dealer  in 
photc^raphic  materials,  so  that  I  am  not 
nvntng  here  as  a  diampion  of  my  Stat'e, 
or  of  anybodv  connected  with  it.  In  this 
communication  a  strong  protest  is  made 
against  the  unhappilv  inaccurate  state- 
ment made  in  this  Chamber  last  night  as 
to  photographic  sensltired  films  and  aristo- 
type paper  being  made  in  the  Ccmimon- 
wealth.  That  is  positivelv  denied,  and 
in  the  circumstances  X  undeitoc^  to  sedc 
the  recommittal  of  the  item,  so  that  the 
Committee  might  reconsider "  a  decision 
which  was  clearly  arrived  at  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. The  fact  that  I  have 
limited  matters  so  much  will,  I  hope,  plead 
with .  the  Ministry  and  with  honorable 
senators  in  the  direction  of  granting  the 
reconsideration  which  I  ask  for.  For  my 
nwn  pirt,  I  will  pledge  that  IK>  material 
time  will  be  occunied  in  the  consideration 
of  thcs*  items  if  they  are  recommitted. 
I  therefore  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion — "also  items  17;  2^4,  ri'()uested  paia- 
grnph  PP ;  and  410,  in  respect  of  photographic 
sensitized  films." 

Senator  Millen.-  Does  ihe  hcxiorable 
senator  propose  to  deal  with  sensitized 
paper  under  item  410? 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD.— No,  I  am  not 
touching  that  question,  because  the  Com- 
mittee understood  and  dealt  with  it  with 
knowledge. 

Senator  MULCAHV  (Tasmania^  [5. $2]. 
— Af;er  the  long  discussion  of  the  Tariff, 
I  feel  loth  to  nsk  for  the  recommittal  of 
items.  b:^ause  I  know  thaft  the  Senate  is 
naturally  tired  of  this  work,  which  has 
been  hefore  us  directly  for  two  or  three 


mcMiths,  and  indirectly  since  last  August. 
L  know  that  honorable  senators  are  heaitiiy 
sick  of  it,  and  desire  to  get  through  wiib 
it  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  at  the  same 
time  a  large  public  duty  devolves  upon 
us,  as  we  are  now  giving  the  finishing 
touches  to  a  Tariff  which  we  hope  will 
remain  the  Tariff  of  Australia,  compara- 
tively speaking  undisturbed,  for  some 
years  to  cone.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
honra-able  senator  who  feels  that  anomalies 
still  exist  to  try  to  induce  the  Senate  to 
correct  them,  in  the  hc^  that  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  will  fall  into 
line.  We  have  made  a  good  many  altera- 
tions in  the  schedule,  some  of  which  have 
not  been  wise,  while  other  proposals  have 
been  negatived  p^urely  through  a  misunder- 
standing of  what  was  intended  to  be  done. 
I  desire  to  move  that  the  following  words 
be  added  to  the  moticm,  "  also  items  106. 
107,  108,  114,  117,  120,  123  of  paragraph 
B,  and  132.  Those  are  all  in  the  Tex- 
tiles Divisicm.  .  I  sincerely  hope  that, 
in  order  to  give  the  public  a  consistent 
Tariff,  which  shall  be  a  great  im- 
pro\*ement  upon  the  previous  one  by 
removing  anomalies,  the  Government  will 
listen  to  what  I  have  to  say,  and  con- 
sent to  the  recommittal  of  those  items.  If 
the  majority  are  against  me,  after  I  try  to 
ccmvince  them,  I  shall  accept  the  decision 
willingly,  but  I  consider  that  there  is  full 
justice  in  a  request  that,  where  we  have 
made  serious  mistakes  and  rendered  the 
anomalies  rather  worse  than  they  were  be- 
fore, the  Government  should  consent  to  a 
reconsid^'atim.  That  honorable  senators 
happen  to  be  tired  of  the  Tariff  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  forget  our  public  duty. 
We  are  here,  not  to  consider  ourselves,  but 
to  try  to  perfect  our  work. 

Senator  Best. — If  we  stay  for  the  neict 
twelve  months,  we  shall  have  the  same 
story. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— The  honorable 
senator  has  no  ri^t  to  object  in  that 
strain.  We  have  not  had  the  same  story 
for  twelve  months.  We  have  been  here  fo* 
a  considerable  time,  and  the  Senate  has 
excelled  itself  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Tariff.  But  it  is  impossibie  to  expect  hon^ 
orable  senators  to  be  so  fully  acquainted 
with  all  the  technicalities  of  trade  as  to  be 
able  to  deal  fully,  and  at  once,  with  items 
as  thev  come  up.  I  resent  the  Minister's 
remark ,  a  I  though  I  sympathize  with  his 
desire  to  get  the  Tariff  through.  His 
anxiety  to  do  so  is  not /greatw  than  mr 
own,  and  any  ini^blMittils^^irf^l^  suf- 
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itTw%  U  not  greater  than  that  which  other 
hcncnbb  senators  have  tt»  suffer.  As  a 
okidIvt  of  the  Government,  it  is  his  duty 
to  Itsttn  respectfully  to  any  suggesticxi 
brot^bt  forward,  not  for  persMial  ends  or 
for  trade  interests,  but  in  the  interests  of 
die  public.  In  items  106  and  107,  such 
uliclei  as  underpants,  undershirts,  under- 
mb,  and  coo^iaations,  which  reallv  be- 
kng  to  hosier)',  are  included  with  other 
uiides  of  apparel  and  attire.  We  have 
pot  inpottd  10  high  a  rate  of  duty  on  the 
boKty  items,  in  which  those  articles 
ibould  pnperiy  appear.  Surely,  theref<xe, 
it  is  not  imreasooable  to  ask  the  leader  of 
die  Senate  to  consent  to  place  them  in  the 
itcnu  to  vbich  they  properly  belong,  and 
Bike  tbem  dutiable  at  the  same  rates  as 
lie  bnne  by  other  goods  of  exactly  the 
ttne  oatuie,  which  are  also  being  made 
hat  The  Committee  has  agreed  to  raise 
the  rale  00  "Apparel  and  Attire  n.e.i.," 
b  iteta  107,  from  35  per  cent,  to  40  per 
OBtt..  becaiise  a  great  proportion  of  the 
aiticlts  cweied  bv  it  have  to  be  made  from 
vented  material,  which  is  already  subject 
to  a  uoewbat  high  duty.  The  object  is 
to  midtK  ^  conditions  of  manufacture. 
Bat  dut  does  not  apply  to  hosiery  goods, 
ar;  made  from  yam,  most  of  which 
'ft  nixxted.  The  other  articles  in  items 
106  aid  107  are  made  from  tweeds  or 
dortu  of  various  kinds,  which  come  in 
ondfT  1  much  higher  duty  than  they  rame 
«  unler  before.    In  item  108,  although 

HofBes  have  agreed  to  admit  other 
^  i  cotton  goods  duty  free,  there  are 
incliafcd  such  articles  as  towels,  counter- 
P-inft,  .(uilts,  and  other  cotton  manufac- 
^'-1^  »hich  are  not  made  here,  will  not  !« 
^  here,  give  no  employment  of  any 

^«e,  am]  are  household  necessaries, 
^wioc  Best.— Did  we  not  have  all  this 
pw»  to  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
«» the  itan? 

i'^tttt  MLXCAHY.  —  That  renwrk 
■  jiM  h;  a  sufficient  answer  to  anv  pro- 
f^-tMti  for  the  consideration  of  any  item. 
7"«utpi  how  absurd.  Is  the  Senate  so 
"MiJliUc*  that  we  have  done  evervthing 
Mmii  ? 

icatof  BiST. — It  has  been  done  very 
»dl. 

,J»>tor  MULCAHY.— No  doubt  it  has 
Aide  to  sait  the  hoiorable  senator, 
wt  to  suit  the  general  public,  as  he 
•"'  fad  Gut  afterwards  to  his  cost,  and 
to     aw  of  the  Government,  if  he  takes 
•P  *«  mitvde  towards  a  perfectly  re.a- 
pnipottL   I  do  not  want  to  waste 


tune.  I  have  no  idea  of  doing  anything 
of  that  kiivd,  nor  am  I  raising  this  ques- 
tion for  party  considerations.  I  am 
simply  speaking  about  technical  items  in 
connexifm  with  which  I  have  a  technical 
knowledge.  In  these  items  I  know  we 
have  made  some  mistakes,  and  if  the  Bill 
is  reconmjitted  we  can  correct  anomalies  in 
duties  which  are  insigni^cant  from  a 
revenue  stand-p<nnt,  but  which  will  cause 
considerable  trouble.  Why  should  we 
allow  certain  articles  to  ccxne  in  dutv  free 
and  place  duties  on  other  articles  of  the 
same  kind  called  by  different  names?  The 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
may  say  I  have  used  this  argument  before. 
So  I  have,  and  if  it  is  a  right  argument 
it  cannot  be  used  too  often.  With  regard 
to  item  114,  which  raises  the  rates  of 
duties  on  blankets  and  flannels,  I  have 
had  the  advantage  of  discussing  the 
matter  with  scHoe  of  those  immediately 
concerned  with  the  manufacture  of  those 
goods.  They  say  thaSt  the  duty  is  alto- 
gether unnecessary.  They  have  more 
work  than  they  can  do  fxnv,  and  are  lay- 
ing down  large  additional  plant.  I  am  not 
so  particular,  however,  abmit  tiiat  item,  be- 
cause, fortunately,  Australia  is  manufa- 
turing  blankets  and  flarmels  to  a  very  large 
extent,  and  therefore  the  item  is  not  so 
important  as  some  of  the  other  items  I 
have  referred  to.  The  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  himself  should  be 
very  glad  to  reconsider  the  item  of  glores, 
which  the  Senate  has  decided  to  make 
practically  free.  I  do  not  think  gloves 
should  be  imported  free.  I  voted  for 
tbem  coming  .in  free  because  it  was  the 
lesser  of  two  evils,  and  I  could  not  get 
what  I  desired  carried.  The  Vice-Presi- 
dent (^posed  them  being  allowed  in  free, 
and  he  should  be  only  too  glad  of  the 
opportunity  to  have  the  item  reconsidered. 
The  most  important  matter  of  all  is  item 
123,  paragraph  b.  The  Senate,  in  its  de- 
sire to  protect  the  local  manufacturer,  has 
gbne  to  an  'extreme  that  will  result,  and 
is  resulting,  in  extremely  high  duties  being 
imposed  upon  fabrics  on  which  I  know 
honorable  senators  do  not  wish  to  impose 
such  duties. 

Senator  Lynch. — When  do  you  expect 
to  get  finished  with  the  Tariff? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— If  the  leader  of 
the  Senate  consents  to  a  recommittal,  the 
whole  matter  can  be  discussed  and  dealt 
with  in  half-an-hour. 

Senator  Best. — The  honorably  senator's 
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Senator  MULCAHY. — I  am  giving  my 
reasons  now  for  asking  for  a  rea»nmittal, 
and  am  assuming  that  the  honorable  sena- 
tor may  be  induced  to  reconsider  this  item. 
With  a  majority  behind  him,  and  a  desire 
to  get  rid  of  the  Tariff,  he  is  taking  up 
the  attitude  of  saying  that  he  will  not 
reconsider  any  item  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee, no  matter  what  reasons  are  brought 
forward.  Is  it  a  solid  reason  to  give  to 
the  public  that  the  Tariff  is  ix^  to  be  re- 
committed because  we  have  been  sitting  * 
here  too  Iraig?  Are  we  not  paid  to  do 
public  work? 

Senator  Best. — Should  we  recommit  be- 
cause of  an  individual  expression  of 
opinion  ? 

Senator  MULCAHY.— It  is  not  an  in- 
dividual expression  of  opinion,  but  will  be 
coincided  in,  if  not  by  a  majority,  at  any 
rate  by  a  large  number,  of  senators,  and 
certainly  by  a  vast  majority  of  the  trade. 
A  high  duty  is  being  imposed  on  fabrics 
coming  in  for  dresses  for  women  and 
children  of  the  poorer  classes.  What  do 
the  Labour  Party  think  of  that? 

Senator  Macfarlane. — If  we  go  over 
these  matters  again  it  will  be  like  beating 
the  air. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— This  is  the  time 
for  me  to  put  forward  my  reasons  for  ask- 
ing for  a  recommittal.  It  is  my  duty  to 
put  forward  such  reascms  as  I  think  should 
induce  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  to  consent  to  what  I  ask. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  there  any  prospect 
iif  the  C(Hnmittee  arriving  at  a  different 
decision  if  we  do  recranmit? 

Senator  MULCAHY.  —  Is  that  any 
reason  for  not  trying  to  convince  the  Com- 
mi  Jtee  of  the  necessity  for  a  different 
de<-ision  ?  The  fact  is  that  on  both  sides 
of  the  Senate  honorable  senators  are  tired. 

Senator  Millen. — I  have  asked- a  fair 
■question. 

Senator  MULCAHY. — It  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  quite  fair.  We  ?re  trying  to 
put  this  Tariff  on  the  statute-book  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  recognised  as  the  Aus- 
tralian Tariff  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
We  do  not  want  to  have  Tariff  anomalies 
brought  up  and  dealt  with  year  after  year. 

Senator  Best. — Everv  honorable  senator 
who  was  defeated  in  his  proposals  should, 
accnrding  to  the  honorable  senator,  have  the 
right  to  ask  the  Committee  to  reconsider  the 
matter  because  the  majoritv  was  wrong. 

Senator  MULCAHY.  —  Undoubtedlv. 
And  no  leader  of  the  Senate  has  any  right 
TO  attempt  to  deprive  hoiorable  senators  of 


that  privilege.  I  see  that  the  desii«  of 
h<Hiorable  senators  to  get  rid  of  the  Tariff 
is  too  strong  fur  me.  I  have  very  briefly 
dealt  with  some  important  items  which  I 
think  should  be  reconsidered.    I  move- — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
motion — "also  items  io6,  107,  108,  114,  X17, 
120,  123  paiagTapb  B,  and  132." 

Senator  Givens. — Why  not  recwisider  the 
whole  Tariff  ? 

Senator  MULCAHY. — I  am  not  asking 
for  anything  but  the  reconsideration  of 
seven  or  eight  items  out  of  450.  Most  of 
the  matters  to  be  considered  are  in  sub- 
items.  It  is  not  A  question  of  reconsider- 
ing the  whole  Tariff  at  all.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  trying,  it  seems  against  fate  and 
hope,  to  make  the  Tariff  what  it  ought  'to 
Ije  before  it  leaves  the  Chamber — that  is  a 
better  Tariff  than  it  was  when  it  came  here. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [6.9 1. — 
With  regard  to  the  qu^tion  of  a  recom- 
mittal, there  are  various  features  in  the 
Tariff  which  personallv  I  should  indeed  be 
glad  to  have  reomsidmd  by  honorable 
senators.  Those  items  were  submitted  by 
the  Government,  and  urged  strongly  by  the 
Government,  but  a  majority  thought  fit  to 
vote  against  their  proposals,  and  I  there- 
fore consider  it  my  duty  to  respectfully 
bow  to  the  decision  given.  The  suggestion 
of  Senator  Mulcahv — because  he  still  re- 
tains the  opinion  which  he  forcibly  urged  in 
regard  to  certain  matters — is  that  honwable 
senators  were  wrong  in  coming  to  certain 
determinations  after  hearing  the  reascms  he 
advanced. 

Senates  Mulcahv. — That  is  the  opinion 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  public. 

Senator  BEST. — The  Senate  represents 
the  public,  and  I  think  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  may  be  taken  for  all  practicable 
purposes  to  represent  the  majority  of  the 
public.  The  requests  the  honorable  senator 
submitted  received  the  closest  scrutiny  and 
attention,  and  the  items  in  connexitHi  with 
them  were  under  consideraticm  not  merely 
for  hours,  but  for  days  and  days  together. 
I  will  undertake  to  say  that  if  the. honor- 
able senator  succeeded  in  getting  the  Bill 
reccKnmitted  and  another  twenty  days  were 
occupied  in  reconsidering  the  items,  he  and 
others  would  be  prepared  to  rise  up  and 
urge  precisely  the  same  reasons  as  he  did 
to-day.  They  would  say  that  the  majority 
were  wrong  and  that  some  particular  item 
should  be  placed  under  another  item. 

Senator  Pulsford. — I  anj  not  asking  for 
a  recrniMderation.DigitizedbyLaOOglC 
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Senator  BEST. — I  am  not  dealing  with 
the  honorable  senator  now.  No  honorable 
senator  can  say  that  we  have  been  too  hasty 
in  the  considerati<Mi  of  the  Tariff,  and  I  look 
with  pride  to  the  fact  that  it  has  received 
the  most  careful  scrutiny  and  thoughtful 
attention  here.  We  have  done  ourselves 
justice  in  regard  to  it,  and  I  am  quite  cer- 
tain that  it  will  lea\-e  the  Chamber  much 
improved  in  many  respects.  When  the 
Senate's  requests  are  bemg  submitted  in 
another  place  I  shall  bring  the  representa- 
tions that  have  been  made  by  Senator  Mul- 
cahy  under  the  notice  of  my  colleagues 
there. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — They  cannot  be  con- 
sidered then. 

Senator  BEST. — If  not,  so  much  the 
better. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — That  shows  your 
sinceritv,  and  it  is  very  worthy  of  you. 

Senat(»-  BEST.— It  is  just  about  the 
same  amount  of  »ncerity  as  came  from  the 
tMnxwable  senatcH'  when  he  r^roached  me 
for  as^sting  him  in  connntum  with  the 
timber  dutira.  That  kind  of  hypocrisy  I 
carmot  stand. 

The  PRESIDENT.— The  honorable 
senator  must  not  use  the  word  "  hypocrisy." 
I  ask  him  to  withdraw  it. 

Senator  BEST.— I  withdraw  it.  The 
honorable  senator  charged  me  with  hypo- 
crisy, and  be  is  the  last  man  who  should 
do  so.  The  suggesticuis  for  a  reomimittaU 
which  I  admit  have  been  urged  with  mudi 
earnestness,  are  jeally  impracticable  if  we 
are  to  look  fat  a  reasonable  terminaticm  of 
the  session.  If  we  had  hastily  gone  through 
the  Tariff  it  would  be  another  matter.  If  I 
accepted  the  suggestion  of  Senator  Mulcahy 
there  would  be  no  prospect  of  the  Tarifr 
leaving  the  Senate  before  Easter. 

Senator  Mitlcahy. — Is  that  your  argu- 
ment against  the  recommittal? 

Senator  BEST. — That  is  an  argument 
completely  satisfactory  to  me. 

Senator  Mixxen. — Is  there  a  chance  of 
levei  ung  the  previous  decisions?  That  is 
tbe  best  argument. 

Senator  BEST. — Seeing  Senator  Mul- 
cahy used  the  same  arguments  when  the 
Bill'  was  in  Committee,  why  should  the  hon- 
orable senator  have  any  reascm  for  thinking 
that  the  Committee  will  reverse  its  deter- 
mination if  the  measure  were  recommitted  ? 
I  hope  the  hMwrabte  senator  does  not 
think  that  in  challenging  the  position 
he  is  taking  up  and  denying  the 
reasonabteness  of  the  claim  he  has  made, 
I    am   acting    in  *  any  spirit  but  that 


of  the  interests  of  the  public.  If  I  thwight 
that  these  matters  had  not  received  ample 
,c<Misideration  my  attitude  might  be  different. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Those  remarks 
do  not  apply  to  the  proposition  I  have 
moved.  , 

Senator  BEST. — One  matter  on  which 
m^'  hcHiorable  friend  laid  great  stress  was 
with  regard  to  kerosene  and  the  flash- 
light test.  It  was  fully  discussed  here, 
and  a  determination  was  arrived  at. 
I  am  aware  of  the  representations  which 
have  been  made,  and,  without  giving  any 
definite  promise,  I  may  say  that  the  matter 
will  be  reconsidered  by  the  Cabinet,  not 
%vith  the  object  of  altering  the  test,  but 
with  the  desire  of  furnishing  a  means 
whereby  the  oils  for  motive  purposes  shall 
at  least  be  made  available  at  the  cheai)est 
possible  rates.  I  do  not  suggest  that  we 
are  likely  to  ccme  to  a  satisfactory  ccmkIu- 
sicn ;  but  I  assure  my  honorable  friend  that 
tht  Government  have  s«ne  proposals  under 
consideration. 

Senator  Millen. — To  distinguish  be- 
tween oils  for  light  and  fuel  ? 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. ^ — How  can  tbf'v 
without  an  alteration  of  the  flash-light? 

Senator  BEST.— The  matter  will  have  to 
in,'  considered  in  another  place,  and  if  it 
is  possible  to  find  a  practical  solution  of 
the  difficulty,  our  request  will  be  open  to 
amendment  there  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
Ix>sition  of  Senator  Pulsfwd,  he  must  re- 
collect that  we  have  been  engaged  on  tb  - 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  for  ten  weeks. 
Its  principle  of  preference  has  already 
been  affirmed,  not  onlv  by  the  other  Hoitse, 
but  also  by  the  Senate.  A  feeling  of  duty 
and  loyaltv  to  the  Mother  Country ;  a  re- 
cognition of  the  voluntary  grant  of  our 
I  ibertjy  and  autonomy — these  things 
[.Tompted  a  desire  on  our  part  to  show  some 
preference  to  her,  but  my  honorable  friend 
wants  it  extended  to  the  British  Posses- 
sions. 

Senator  Pulspord. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  explain  why  he  wishes  to  differen- 
riate? 

Senator  BEST. — For  substantial  reasons 
we  differentiate  between  the  Mother  Coun- 
try and  the  Colonial  Possessions.  Possess- 
ing self-government  like  ourselves  they 
regulate  their  own  affairs,  and  impose 
Cust<nns  duties  with  a  due  regard  to  their 
individual  interests.  We  have  already  en- 
tered into  a  preferential  arrangement  with 
South  Africa  cm   business   terms,  and  a 
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Senator  Givens. — Was  not  our  olFcar  to 
Great  Britain  also  rejected? 

Senator  BEST.— No;  it  has  not  been 

considered.  We  are  engaged  in  negotia- 
tions with  Canada  for  a  reciprocal  arrange- 
ment in  regard  to  trade.  There  is  a  vast 
difference  between  the  Mother  Country 
and  British  Possessions  which,  like  Austra- 
lia, first  look  after  their  individual  in- 
terests. 

Senator  Pulsfokd. — ^The  honorable 
senator  is  aware  that  the  Posses^Mis  to 
which  he  refers  contain  only  12,000,000 
or  r 5,000,000  people,  whereas  he  excludes 
India  and  other  i>arts  of  the  Empire  with 
a  population  of  300,000,000,  and  under 
the  government  of  the  Mother  Country. 

Senator  BEST. — I  am  .pointing  out,  by 
way  of  illustration,  that  the  policy  of  the 
self-governing  Possessions  is  to  loc^  after 
their  individual  interests.  We,  being  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  and  owing  no 
allegiance  to  them,  apart  f  ran  the  questim 
of  oxiunon  citizenship,  are  in  a  position  to 
deal  with  them  on  a  business  basis. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Then  the  honorable 
senator  is  throwii^g  over  the  Empire  idea  ? 

Senator  BEST.— No;  I  recognise  that  in 
regard  to  trade  a  friendly  rivalry  exists 
between  various  parts  of  the  British  Em- 
pire. The  rea.<ions  for  extending  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  United  Kingdom  do  not  apply 
to  the  British  Possessions.  And  what  is  more, 
the  adoption  of  my  honorable  friend's 
motion  would  involve  the  reconsider- 
ation of  the  whole  Tariff.  It  would  mean 
the  undoing  of  all  our  work.  It  would 
mean  that,  whereas  we  had  considered  our 
position  with  regard  to  the  United  Kingdwn 
alcme,  it  would  have  to  be  considered  in  re- 
gard to  the  vnrious  British  Possessiwis. 
Can  he,  coming  in  at  the  death,  as  it  were, 
reasonably  expect  the  Parliament  to  undo 
its  work  in  a  light  and  airy  way  ? 

Senator  Pulsford.  —  The  honorable 
senator  is  not  accurate  in  that  statement. 

Senator  BEST.— I  think  that  I  am 
strictly  accurate.  The  quotations  as  to  the 
imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
foreign  countries  influenced  honorable  sena- 
tors in  coming  to  a  decision  on  each  item. 
We  considered  how  our  trade  with  the 
United  Kingdom  might  be  affected  by 
granting  a  preference,  and  we  excluded 
from  our  minds  all  the  British  Possessions. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  Senator  Millen  said, 
that  a  request  was  made  in  regard  to  item 
45G,  and  tlie  idea  in  the  mind  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  that  a  corresponding  request 
sliould  be  made  in  regard  to  local  confec- 


tionery in  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill.  The 
C(»nmittee  saw  fit  to  reject  a,  proposal  for 
the  imposition  of  an  Excise  duty  on  con- 
fectionery attaining  glucose. 

Senator  Givxns. — Yes,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Government. 

Senator  BEST.  —  Undoubtedly:'  I 
should  say  that  the  decision  concerning  local 
confectionery  involves  a  reconsideration  of 
item  45G.  I  shall  certainly  bring  the  mat- 
ter under  the  notice  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues elsewhere*  and  see  that  it  is  recon- 
sidered in  accordance  with  the  su^estioik 
made  by  Senator  Millen.  I  ask  my  hon- 
orable friends  opporite  to  consider  how  im- 
practicable, if  we  desire  to  rise  within  the 
next  two  or  three  weeks  

Senator  Mulcahy. — That  is  a  nice  rea- 
son to  give. 

Senator  BEST. — My  hcMiorable  friend 
did  not  wait  until  I  had  completed  my  scti- 
tertce.  If  it  is  desired  to  rise  within  a 
reasonable  time,  what  folly  it  would  be  to 
waste  time  in  the  way  which  has  been  sug- 
gested !  Frwn  that  stand-point  the  pro- 
posals of  'my  hcHiorable  friends  are  imprac- 
ticable. If  every  honorable  senator  is  to 
take  it  for  granted  that  because  his  view- 
on  an  item  was  not  accepted,  therefore  he  is 
entitled  to  a  recon^deration,  it  will  mear> 
the  reconsideration  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Tariff.  I  hope  that  my  hwiorable 
friends  will  not  press  thdr  proposals  for  the 
reconmiittal  of  items. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  propose  to  sub- 
mit the  propositions  seriatim,  so  that  it  may 
be  open  to  honcnrable  senators  to  Tc4e  on 
each  question  as  they  think  lit. 

Question — That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  the  rec(»isiderati(»i  of  dauses  6  and  S 
— put.    The  Soiate  divTded. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  3 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  22 


Majority 


Gray.  J.  P. 
Neild,  Colonel 


Best,  R.  W. 
Chataway.  J.  D. 
Crof(.  J.  \V. 
de  I-argie,  H. 
Fiodley,  E. 
Givens,  T. 
Keating,  J.  H. 
Lynch,  P.  J. 
Macfarlane,  }. 

McGregor,  G. 
Millen.  E.  D. 

Mnlcahy,  E. 


...  19 

Ayes. 

I  Teller: 
\  Pulsford,  E. 

NOES. 

Needham,  E. 
Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Siiyers,  R.  J. 
Stew.irt,  J.  C. 
St.  Ledi;er,  A.  J. 
Trenwith.  W.  A, 
Turlcy,  H. 
V^rilon,  3- 
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Qnestioa  so  zaolTed  in  Hat  negative. 

Motion  negatived. 

Senator  Millen. — I  ask  leave  to  with- 
<lraw  my  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of 
item  45G. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

.Question—That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  die  recQOsideratBon  of  item  17  of  the 
schedule— -put.     The  Senate  divided. 

Ayes     ...    3 

Noes     ...  ...         ...  22 


Majority 


Neild,  Cb/oneJ 
Pahford,  £. 


Bert.  R.  W. 
Crvft,  J.  W. 
de  Largie.  H. 
Fiadiey,  E. 
CivcDSt  T. 
Cray.  J.  P. 
HendersGD,  G. 
Keating,  ].  H. 

P,  J. 
liufulaQe,  J. 
McGtc^oi,  G. 
UVUen.  D. 
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AVES 

I  Teller: 
I  Mulcaby,  £. 

Noes. 

Needham,  E. 
Pcarce,  G.  F. 
Riusell,  E.  J. 
Sayers,  R.  J, 
Stewart,  J.  C. 
St.  Ledgec.  A.  J. 
Trenwith,  W.  A. 
Turk?.  H. 
Vardon.  J. 

Teller; 
Chataway,  T.  D. 


Quesdon  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Motion  negatived. 

Question — ^That  the  Bill  be  reoommitted 
lor  the  reconsideration  of  item  234,  para- 
gtiph  PP,  of  the  scjiedule — resolved  in  the 
negative. 

Question — ^That  the  Bill  be  reoommitted 
for  the  reconsideration  of  item  410  of  the 
schedule — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Question — ^That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
f<x  the  reconsideratiMi  of  item  ro6  of  the 
schedule — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Question — That  the  Bill  bs  recommitted 
for  the  reconsideraticai  of  itan  107  of  the 
schedule — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Question — That  the  Bill  be  recoounitted 
for  the  reconsideration  of  item  108  of  the 
atdkedule — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Question — That  the  Bill  be  reccHnmitted 
for  the  reconsideration  of  item  114  of.  the 
schedule — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Senator  Findley. — Let  the  oth«  pro- 
posals be  put  together. 

Honorable  Senators. — Hear,  hear. 

Question — That  the  Bill  be  recommitted 
for  the  reconsideration  of  items  117,  120, 
123,  paragraph  b,  and  132  of  the  schedule 
— resolved  in  the  negative. 

Origina]  question— That  the  repcHt  from 
tfie  Comnutiiee  of  Uie  Whole  on  the  Customs 


Tariff  Bill  be  adopted,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee have  leave  to  sit  again  on  receipt  of 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  reference  to  such  Bill— resoiwd  in 
the  affirmative. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.35  to  7.45  p.m. 

OFFICERS  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

Second  Reakng. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [7.45].— I 
move — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

This  Bill  has  been  in  the  hands  of  hon- 
»able  senators  for  some  time.  On  the 
face  of  it,  it  purports  to  grant  certain 
gratuities  to  the  widows  of  certain  officers 
under  cmditions  and  circumstances  which 
I  propose  to  explain.  Honorable  senators 
will  be  aware  that,  under  section  84  of  the 
CcKistitution,  officers  coming  over  to  the 
service  of  the  Commonwealth  with  a  trans- 
ferred Department,  or  States  officera  subse- 
quently coming  into  the  employ  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Government,  are  entitled  to  re- 
tain certain  rights  which  they  possessed  in 
the  States  service.  The  officers  in  respect 
of  whom  it  is  proposed  to  grant  certain 
gratuities  under  this  Bill,  unfortiinately  for 
their  wives  and  families  or  other  representa- 
tives, would  not  be  entitled  to  any  gratuity 
or  help  from  the  States  Governments.  The 
reason  I  have  referred  to  the  84th  section 
of  the  Constitution  is  that  it  establishes  a 
principle  which  in  thb  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment invite  honorable  senators  to  extend  in 
respect  of  the  representatives  of  officers  who, 
if  they  had  remained  in  the  service  of  the 
State,  would,  as  a  matter  of  grace,  have  re- 
ceived the  gratuities  which  un^  this  Bill 
it  is  propceed  they  should  be  granted. 

Senator  Millen. — As  a  matter  of  grace  ? 

Senator  BEST.— Yes,  so  far  as  the  States 
Governments  are  concerned  it  would  be  as 
a  matter  of  grace,  but  in  accordance  with 
their  practice. 

Senator  Millen. — I  should  like  the  hon- 
orable senator  to  make  that  clear.  Are  we 
to  understand  that  if  the  officers  had  re- 
mained in  the  employment  of  the  States 
there  would  be  no  legal  right  to  these 
gratuities  ? 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  so;  but  there 
was  an  established  practice  of  granting 
such  gratuities.  In  some  of  the  cases 
dealt  with  in  this  Bill  the  officers  referred 
to  suffered  death  in  the>di9di»ge  of  their 
dutv.    In  otb^ti{si^^.^Qa^s  of  the 
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officers  oxx^rned  were  deprived  of  gratui- 
ties by  reason  of  the  merely  accidental  cir- 
cumstance that  the  State  Executive  Council 
did  not  meet  in  time  to  accept  their  resig- 
nation before  they  died.  Under  the  Vic- 
torian practice  an  (^cer  approaching  death 
was  entitled  to  resign  in  order  to  secure 
certain  gratuities  for  his  representatives. 
The  mere  fact  of  his  resigning  secured  that 
advantage  for  them.  In  other  States  it 
was  the  practicB  that  the  resignation  should 
not  only  be  made  but  accepted  by  the 
£xecuti\'e,  and  in  scxne  of  the  cases  dealt 
with  in  this  Bill  there  did  not  happen  to 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  at  which  the 
resignations  might  have  been  accepted  be- 
fore the  officers  died.  Unfortunately  the 
widows  are  in  straitened  circumstances,  and 
have  lost  the  benefit  of  the  operation  of 
the  rule.  The  States  Governments  were 
asked  to  consent  to  the  payment  of  these 
amounts,  but  for  reasons  best  known  to 
themselves  they  have  not  seen  their  way 
to  do  so.  The  Government  feel  that  the 
cases  dealt  with  in  this  Bill  are  of  so  dis- 
tressing and  unusual  a  character,  and  are 
cases  of  such  hardship  that  they  have  no 
hesitation  in  -recommending  Parliament  to 
pay  these  gratuities  even  out  of  what  is 
known  as  "  other  "  expenditure.  It  would 
nave  been  quite  ptjssible  to  have  inserted 
amounts  covering  these  gratuities  in  the 
Estimates,  and  that  course  would  have 
been  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
States  Parliaments,  but  the  Government 
'thought  it  better  that  both  Houses  of  the 
Federal  Parliament  should  have  an  uncon- 
trolled discreticMi  to  deal  with  these  cases 
as  they  thought  proper.  Apart  from  that, 
the  inclusion  of  the  amounts  in  the  Esti- 
mates might  have  involved  very  omsider- 
able  inconvenience  and  trouble  should  ex- 
ception be  taken  to  any  of  them,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  Senate,  as  that  might  have 
rendered  necessary  the  submitting  of  re- 
quests for  amendments  in  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  We  thought  that  the  proposals  for 
granting  these  gratuities  should  be  intro- 
duced in  the  form  of  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
so  that  Parliament  might  be  given  the  op- 
portunity to  decide  whether,  in  each  case, 
the  merits  warranted  the  granting  of  the 
proposed  gratuity  or  ccMnpensation.  I  ad- 
mit at  once  that  the  Bill  involves  a  new  de- 
parture, and  it  will  be  for  hcmorabte  sena- 
tors to  exercise  their  discretion  in  dealing 
with  it  on  that  ground.  But  when  I  point 
out,  as  I  propose  to  do  in  Committee,  the 
character  of  the  cases  in  which  honorable 
senatOTs  are  invited  (o  give  relief,  they  will 
Senator  Best. 


see  that  the  Government  a;^  asking  them  to 
do  only  a  bare  act  of  justice. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[7.51]. — There  is  at  all  times  a  certain 
amount  of  hesitancy  or  delicacy  in  attempt- 
ing anything  in  the  nature  of  criticism  of  a 
proposal  such  as  that  contained  in  this  Bill, 
because  whatever  views  one  may  take  of 
them  he  must  always  recognise  that  they 
bring  under  notice  cases  of  hardship.  There 
is  a  further  reascxi  which  would  probably 
induce  honorable  senators  to  regard  this 
Bill  with  toleraticm,  and  it  is  that  the  cases 
with  which  it  deals  come  to  us  as  a  legacy 
due  to  the  transfer  of  certain  functions 
fnxn  State  to  Cnnmonwealth  oxitrol,  and 
it  cannot  be  said  that  they  have  arisen 
through  any  fault  of  our  Public  Swvice 
Commissioner  or  .of  the  Commonwealth  De- 
partments. 

Senator  Best. — Under  the  Common- 
wealth PubHc  Service  Act  officers  in  the 
Commonwealth  service  must  insure  their 
lives,  and  that  miist  limit  the  number  of 
these  cases  arising  in  the  future. 

Senator  MILLEN. — That  is  so.  I  point 
out,  partly  as  a  justification  for  what  I  anti- 
cipate will'  be  the  brevity  of  the  s|)eecbes 
to  be  delivered  on  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  that  it  provides  for  something  like 
a  dozen  separate  cases  on  which  we  can 
pass  no  general  judgment,  and  each  of 
which  must  be  dealt  with  in  Ccanmittee  on 
its  merits,  as  disclosed  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council.  There  is 
only  one  matter  connected  with  the 
Bill  which  seems  to  me  to  invite 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  is  as  to  how  far  it  is  to 
be  taken  as  a  precedent  guiding  the  course 
to  be  adopted  in  the  case  of  all  other 
officers — and  whether  they  be  few  or  many 
I  do  not  know — who  may  have  passed  fnnn 
the  service  of  one  of  the  States  Govern- 
ments to  the  Federal  service.  I  am  sure 
honorable  senators  would  be  glad  to  hear 
any  information  which  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  is  in  a  position 
to  give  as  to  the  liabilities  it  might  lie  con- 
tended we  should  incur  should  this  Bill  be 
assented  to. 

SenatcH-  Best. — There  is  no  liabilitv. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  very  fact  that 
the  Bill  has  been  uitroduced  proves,  of 
course,  that  there  is  no  legal  right  to  these 
gialuities.  If  the  legal  right  existed  this 
Bill  would  not  be  necessary.  It  is  tBere- 
fore  proper  that  the  Government  should 
cwne  to  Parliament  in  the  p^son  of  an  em- 
ployer, and  represBpfz$b8^'c^U>g40ship» 
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involved  in  certain  cases  justifies  them  in 
asking  Parliament  to  make  special  gratui- 
ties. But  if  we  assent  to  this  Bill  T,  and  I 
suppose  other  honorable  senators,  should  like 
to  know  to  what  extent  we  are  committing 
ourselves  in  future.  The  point  is  one  on 
which,  perhaps,  it  would  be  difficult  for  the 
Vke-President  of  the  Executive  Council  to 
^re  informadon. 

S^iator  Best. — It  would  not  be  possible 
to  give  any  definite  or  reliable  information. 
Each  case  must  be  dealt  with  oa  its  own 
iDerit&. 

Senator  MILLEX. — I  anticipated  the  re- 
ply, and  Senator  Best  will  agree  that  it 
places  honorable  Sfcnators  in  a  somewhat 
difficult  position.      If  I  were  asked  defi- 
nitely to  assent  to  a  proposition  that  every 
officer  transferred  from  the  service  of  a 
State  Goremment  to  that  of  the  Federal 
Government  should  be  entitled,  because  of 
soDe  incompleteness  or  defect  in  the  State 
law,  or  by  reason  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill, 
to  consider  that  in  his  behalf  a  claim  for  a 
gratuity  might  be  made  against  the  Com- 
monwealth, I  should  at  once  return  a  nega- 
tive answer  to  the  proposition.      On  the 
other  hand,  when  we  come  to  consider  these 
cases  in  Committee  we  may  see  that  thev 
merit  some  consideraticm.     My  fear  is  that 
by  assenting  to  this  Bill  we  shall  lav  it  down 
almost  as  a  principle  to  be  followed  on 
future  occasions  that  the  Cwnmonwealth 
will  take  upon  itself  a  liability  which,  if  it 
exists  at  all  morally  or  legally,  should  pro- 
perly have  been  shouldered  by  the  States 
Governments.      These  claims,  of  courser 
rest  upon  the  idea  that  an  employer  is.  in 
certain  circumstances,  to  some  extent  under 
a  moral  obligation  to  those  who  serve  him 
faithfully.      The    only   point  which  I 
dedre  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Senate  is  as  to  how  far  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  will  commit  us  to  adopt  a  similar  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  of  every  other  officer  who, 
having  previously  served  one  of  the  States 
Governments,  passes  over  to  the  service  of 
the  Commonwealth,  under  circumstances 
which  leave  him  without  a  legal  claim  on  his 
pievious  employer.     Bv  consenting  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  I  should  not  care 
to  be  considered  as  assenting  to  a  far-reach- 
ing propositifHi  of  that  kind.     I  shall  not 
oppose  the  motion  for  the  second  jeading, 
but  1  should  like  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
that  at  present  I  do  not  assent  to  the  pro- 
position that,  if  we  pass  this  Bill,  every 
officer  similarly-  transferred  will  be  entitled 
to  consider  that  we  have  given  him  any 


claim  or  hold  upon  the  consideration  of 
this  or  any  future  Parliament  of  the  Cwn- 
monwealth. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [7. 56]  — I 
should  like  to  ascertain  if  I  can  at  this 
juncture  whether  any  claims  were  made  in 
respect  of  persons  other  than  those  whose 
names  are  referred  to  in  this  Bill.  Eleven 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
total  amount  involved  is  ^£2,438.  I  notice 
that  nearly  all  the  gratuities  proposed  are 
in  respect  of  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales  officers. 

Senator  Best. — No.  Some  Victorian 
crflicers  are  included. 

Senator  Millen. — T  had  not  noticed 
what  Senator  Findley  mentions,  but  it  does 
not  affect  what  I  have  said. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — I  am  not  finding 
fault  with  what  the  honorable  senator  has 
said.  The  greater  number  of  the  officers 
referred  to  in  the  Bill  were  in  the  service  of 
the  State  Government  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  I  should  like  to  ascertain  whether  any 
similar  claims  have  been  made  by  Vic- 
torians. 

Senator  Best. — Outside  tliose  referred  *o 
in  the  Bill? 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Yes. 

Senator  Best, — I  have  no  doubt  that 
other  claims  were  made,  but  the  merits  of 
these  claims  commended  themselves  to  the 
Minister,  and  he  therefore  recommoided 
the  payment  of  these  gratuities. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Am  I  to  under- 
stand that  all  claims  made  for  gratuities  are 
ronsidered  by  the  Minister,  and  that  Tf  in 
his  opinion  they  are  entitled  to  serious  con- 
sideration they  are  to  be  met  by  the  pass- 
age of  such  a  measure  as  that  which  is  now 
before  the  Senate?  Is  this  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  gratuities  to  be  granted  in 
this  way? 

Senator  Trenwith. — ^Parliament  can  do 
what  it  likes  at  any  time. 

Senator  Gray. — The  Government  have 
not  been  very  generous  if  we  are  to  judge 
by  this  Bill. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — It  is  not  a  question 
of  generosity,  but  a  question  of  principle 
that  is  involved.  I  dare  say  that  we  shall 
be  given  particulars  in  regard  to  all  these 
cases  when  we  get  Into  Committee  on  the 
Bill,  but  before'  we  reach  that  stage  I 
should  like  to  ascertain  from  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Encutive  Coundl  if  any  ap- 
peals have  been  made  for  nmilar  oxisider- 
aticn  to  that  proposed  to  be  g^^f^  the 
persons  referred  to  in  the  Bill.  ^ 
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Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [7.59].— There  is  one  word  which  I 
should  like  to  say  in  support  of  the  motim. 
The  principal  grant  but  one  which  I  see 
proposed  in  the  Bill  is  on  behalf  of  the 
wicknv  of  an  officer  who  many  years  ago 
caused  a  deal  of  iVorry  and  trouble, 
and  I  am  verv  glad  indeed  that  I  have 
the  privilege  of  supporting  a  measure  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  give  assistance  to 
my  late  antagcwiist's  widow.  I  am  very 
glad  indeed  to  be  permitted  to  take  part  in 
a  matter  of  the  kind,  while  I  know 
well  that  some  of  the  other  cases  are  tho- 
roughly deserving  of  the  consideration  of 
any  well-disposed  member  of  any  pcvticm 
of  the  Legislature.  I  hope  the  secwid  read- 
ing will  go  on  the  voices. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [8.1]. 
— One  does  not  care  to  oppose  or  even  to 
criticise  a  measure  of  this  character,  be- 
cause there  are  no  doubt  special  features 
of  hardship  in  connexion  with  each  of  the 
cases  mentioned.  But  we  have  also  to  ctm- 
sider  that  while  only  a  small  sum  of 
;^2,438  is  involved  in  this  Bill,  it  may  be 
the  beginning  of  a  IcHig  and  severe  bom- 
bardment of  the  Treasury. 

Senator  Gray.— I  shall  be  vety  glad  if 
it  ia  so  if  they  are  only  worthy  of  it. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  no  doubt 
that  each  case  which  has  been  submitted 
by  the  Government  is  worthy,  and  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  other  cases  equally 
worthy.  But  we  must  never  forget  that 
outside  of  the  Public  Service  there  are 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  widows  and 
orphans  who  have  to  find  tttie  money  to 
compensate  these  people,  and  who  are 
themselves  in  much  more  impoverished  cir- 
cumstances than  are  those  with  whom  we 
are  dealing.  The  huge  army  of  workers 
in  Australia  are,  as  a  rule,  very  much 
worse  off  than  are  those  employed  in  the 
Commonwealth  or  States  Civil  Services.  If 
State  and  Commonwealth  employes  do  not 
receive  princely  salaries,  they  at  least  have 
the  advantage  of  constant  emplovment. 
Thev  are  never  afraid  of  being  out  of  work 
if  they  behave  themselves,  and  their  ser- 
vices are  dispensed  with  only  when  age  has 
Tendered  them  to  a  certain  extent  unfit  to 
perform  their  duties.  Contrast  th«r  fa- 
voured position  with  that  of  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  people  who  are  not 
in  the  Public  Service,  who  do  not  know 
whether  thev  will  be  in  wwk  or  out  of 
work  to-morrow,  whose  living  is  entirelv 
dependent  uoon  the  exigencies  of  the  labour 
market,  and  whose  life  is  one  long  con- 


tinued struggle  against  a  number  of  ad- 
verse forces.  Those  are  the  people  who 
have  to  find  the  money  tb  compensate  the 
widows  of  public  servants  when  they  find 
themselves  in  difficulties.  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  think  it  is  extremely  desirable  thati  Par- 
liament should  clearly  indicate  to  the  Pub- 
lic Serv  ice  that  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  as- 
a  precedent. 

Senator  Gray. — It  is  an  obligation. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  consider 
it  as  an  obligation  in  the  slightest  degree. 
No  man  would  be  more  willing  than  my- 
self to  provide-  for  evwybody  if  it  were 
possible,  but  we  know  that  ttiat  cannot  be 
done,  and  in  those  circumstances  indU- 
crimtnate  charity  at  the  expense  of  a  ntm- 
ber  of  people  who  themselves  are  in  need 
of  charity  is  not  to  be  commended.  If 
Senator  Gray  would  only  assist  the  Labour 
Party  in  so  amending  our  social  oxiditions 
that  no  one  need  be  in  want,  there  would 
not  be  the  slightest  necessity  for  a  measore- 
of  this  character. 

Senator  Gray. — I  prrxnise  fhat  I  will. 
I  have  always  dcme  so,  and  will  axitintie 
to  do  so. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  have  not  seen 
very  strong  symptoms  of  the  hcHKvable 
gentleman's  desire  in  that  direction  since  he 
came  into  this  Chamber.  Fmbably  he 
thinks  he  is  on  the  right  track.  I  think  he 
is  on  the  wr«ig  track.  I  shall  always 
watch  very  keenly  any  proposal  of  this 
kind,  because  I  know  that  the  money  to 
pay  this  compensation  has  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  people  who  have  very 
little  left  for  themselves. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [8.6J. 
■ — lake  other  hoiHwable  senators  whq  have 
spoken,  I  regard  this  Bill  with  scxne  ap- 
prehension. I  know  the  custom  in  my  own 
State,  but  T  do  not  know  that  of  some  of  the 
other  States,  and  therefOTe  it  is  difficult  to 
deal  on  general  principles  with  the  whole 
of  them.  But  in  Victoria  "there  was  a 
custom — indeed  a  law — which  provided  a 
retiring  allowance.  That  law  was  fre- 
quently violated,  because  the  spirit  of  it 
was  designed  to  give  a  man  who  had  serve<l 
his  time  in  the  Public  Service  something  to 
keep  him  in  the  evening  of  his  life.  Very 
frequently  there  were  deathbed  resiE:nations 
and  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  Bill  was 
defeated  by  the  man  getting  his  allowaiKe 
when  he  had  really  reached  the  end  of  his 
life. 

Senator  Bmt.|^—  Thaf^M~jfl^  only 
known  but  aooepte<$  as  Ug^imatec^ 
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SaaXat  Miuw.— And  Victoria  was  an 
accessory  to  the  fact. 

Senator  TRENWITH— I  know  that  it 
was  wmked  at,  but  personaJly  I  was  al- 
ways opposed  to  it.  I  propose  voting  for 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  as- 
sume that  in  Committee  each  of  the  special 
<ases,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
them,  will  be  explained,  so  that  we  may 
be  empowered  to  arrive  at  a  judgment  on 
ihan  separately.  I  think  there  is  no  great 
danger  of  this  being  a  precedent  that  may 
involve  us  in  a  large  expenditure,  because 
although  there  are  u  considerable  number 
of  State  ser\'ants  who  came  over,  most  of 
th«n  had  statutory  rights  in  their  States 
befor^  and  those  rights  are  preserved  to 
them  in  the  Cmistitution,  and  would  have 
to  be  met  anyhow.  Apart  from  that,  there 
cannot  be  a  great  many  public  servants 
who  could  have  claims  such  as  those  made 
in  this  Bill. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  a  vanishing  quan- 
tity, of  course. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— It  will  be  a 
rapidly  vanishing  quantity.  In  any  case 
there  cannot  be  a  great '  number  l^use 
n»st  of  the  States  provided  either  by  in- 
surance or  some  other  method  for  retiring 
allowances,  pensions,  or  other  provisions  for 
their  public  servants.  The  Commonwealth 
has  provided,  I  think  wisely,  that  the  pub- 
Ik  servante  shall  be  required  to  provide 
thdr  own  retiring  allowances  by  an  equit- 
able system  of  insurance. 

Senator  Millen. — Does  that  applv  to 
military  officers? 

Senator  TRENWITH.— I  am  not  sure. 

Saiator  Best. — Military  officers  hare 
regulations. 

Senator  TRENWITH.— We  can  safely 
pass  the  seccmd  reading  now,  and  then 
we  shall  have  the  cases  before  us  on  their 
merits,  and  deal  with  e*ach  of  them  as  it 
commends  itself  to  us. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (\ew  South 
Wales)  [8.10].— I  shall  be  glad  if  the 
Minis:er,  in  his  reply,  will  tell  us  whether 
these  amounts  or  any  pwtion  of  than  have 
already  been  paid. 

Senator  Best. — None  have  been  paid. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  notice  "that 
this  Bill  has  been  in  existenco  now  for 
many  months,  having  passed  another  place 
in  November  <w  December  Ja^t.  It  seems 
-pitiaUe  that  all  these  widows  should  be 
kept  so  long  on  tenter-hooks  while  we 
have  been  discussing  a  miserable  Tariff. 

Senator  GRAV  (New  South  Wales) 
[8.ir]. — I  heartily  congratulate  the  Go- 


janment  upon  what  they  are  doing  in  this, 
Bx  .     My  only  fear  is  that  tbey  have  n^ 
i^^yj^Zn^  the  necessities  of 
widows  m  the  amounts   which   th«y  ^ 
giving     A  tbtal  sum  of  ^^2,440  at  c 
cent,  is  only  £^2o  a  yeS  tobe  diJi^ 
j^gst  eleven  of  thei     There  fs  ^ 
little  bread  about  that,  and  I  see  sriU 
^    butter.     I    take    it    thi?  'Se 
Government    would    not    have  brouSj 
forward    the     Bill     unless     they  f^ 
««t    there    was    a    certain  obligatiS^ 
them,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  ^ 
the  officers  had  remained  in  thrState  s^ 

S^^S^tnT  would  h«e 

^  paid  to  them.  I  assume  that  the 
Govermnent  have  fixed  these  amounS  pre! 
portionately  to  those  sums.  I  do  ^ 
know  whether  the  Vice- President*  of  the 
Executive  CouncU  mearft  to  indicate  that 
Li^d^r?  'I/??  .compensation  of  thij 
I    A  the  future  in  the 

hands  of  the  Minister.     If  so  f  ulS-  Hp 

S^be^/ll^  o7'th'e"sTstt 
to  be  followed,  so  that  we  may  fuUv 
appreciate  what  we  are  doing.  ^ 

Senator  Best.-^Wc  only  deal  with  the 
cases  mentioned  in  the  Bill. 

Swjator  GRAY.-Then  is'the  power  of 
the  Government  to  be  limited  to  the  cases 
now  before  us? 

Senator  Best.— Certainly. 

Senator  GRAY.— Will  the  Minister  have 
power  to  ronsider  other  cases  wiUiout  bring- 
ing them  before  Parliament? 

Senator  Best.— We  can  consider  them, 
but  we  cannot  pay  without  the  consent  ot 
Parliament. 

Senator  PEARCE  (We^em  Australia) 
L«  — We  cannot  go  into  these  par- 
ticular cases,  and  so  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  that  aspect  of  the  Bill.  But  ihere 
must  be  a  large  number  of  officers  in  ihe 
various  services  who  will  be  in  exactly  the 
same  position  as  these  officers  were  in 
and  whose  widows  will  have  the  same  claim 
as  these  widows  have.  It  is  impossible  for 
us  to  decide  these  cases  on  their  merits. 
But  the  Government  should  endeavour  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  officers  now  in  the 
Commomvealth  service  who  are  not  t-ro- 
vided  for  either  by  insurance  or  by  ^he 
rights  which  they  brought  over  with  them 
from  the  States.  Of  course,  the  officers 
who  have  joined  the  service  since  Federa- 
tion are  not  affected,  because  thev  are  pro- 
vided for  by  insurance.  We  haw,  there- 
fore, to  co"si^er^,  mijy  '  that  section  who 
had    not    their^  IState    gratuity  rights 
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preserved  to  them.  The  Government  could 
easily  find  out  how  many  of  such  cises 
there  are.  I  fancy*  that  they  will  ftnd  a 
sufficient  number  \o  warrant  the  introdjc- 
tion  of  a  Bill  to  lay  down  a  definite  prin- 
ciple upon  which  they  should  be  -lealt 
with.  One  objection  to  the  course  I'ow 
bang  followed  is  that  it  practically  puts 
the  Minister  in  a  poshion  of  distributing 
largesse,  and  the  widow  who  can  Uing  the 
most  influence  to  bear,  or  who  has  the 
best  means  of  making  out  a  strong  case, 
may  get  the  best  treatment.  That  would 
not  be  the  case  if  certain  definite  lines 
were  laid  down,  as  in  the  old  States  Acts, 
under  which  the  gratuities  were  made. 
Under  those  Acts  the  length  of  service, 
the  merit  of  the  crfficer,  &c.,  had  to  be 
taken  into  consideration. 

Senatctr  Chataway. — That    was  "done 
under  the  old  system. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes;  that  was  done 
instead  of  individuals  being  picked  out,  as 
is  the  case  in  this  measure.  We  shall 
-  have  more  of  these  cases  ccxning  up,  and 
it  would  be  well  for  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  machinery  Bill  to  deal  with  the 
whole  matter.  The  p^sent  measure  will 
establish  a  precedent,  and,  in  future,  every 
widow  of  a  civil  servant  will  make  a  claim 
for  compensation,  and  this  Parliament, 
having  voted  these  sums,  cannot,  for  the 
sake  of  decency,  refuse  in  the  future  lo 
giv^  to  every  widow  of  a  civil  servant  the 
same  consideration  as  that  which  the 
widows  affected  by  the  Bill  are  re- 
ceiving. Instead  of  it  being  left 
to  the  Minister  to  decade  on  the  merits 
of  the  cases  brought  before  him,  it 
would  be  wise  to  have  some  definite  lines 
laid  down  to  cover  all  such  cases  in  future. 
It  might  also  occur  that  some  poor  wranan 
who  does  not  know  what  is  being  done  in 
these  cases,  and  who  has  no  friends  to  see 
that  she  gets  the  same  consideration  that 
these  people  are  getting,  will  receive  no 
ctxisideration  at  all,  owing  to  her  want  of 
ki  owledge.  But  if  there  was  an  Act  deal- 
ing with  all  such  cases  in  a  uniform 
fashion,  there  would  be  no  possibility  of 
differential  treatment  being  meted  out,  and 
no  fear  of  any  persons  entitled  to  com- 
pensation being  overlooked  through  their 
want  of  knowl^ge,  or  want  of  enterprise. 
The  Goverrunent  should  institute  inquiries 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  possible  claims 
in  the  future,  and  see  if  they  would  not  be 
justified  in  bringing  in  a  measure  to  place 
all  cases  on  a  unifcHm  footing. 


Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.  i6]. — I  agree  with  those  honorable 
senators  who  have  been  looking  on  this 
Bill  with  some  doubt.  At  first  V  felt 
rather  inclined  to  oppose  the  second  read- 
ing unless  we  got  swne  further  informa- 
tion. Of  course,  our  sympathies  go  out 
to  those  in  trouble,  and  I  am  not  one  who 
would  endeavour  to  deprive  these  widows 
of  some  little  recompense,  but  th&  point 
really  lies  in  what  would  be  the  intai)re- 
tation  of  the  title  of  the  Bill.  The  title  is 
"Officers  Compensation  Act."  That  infers- 
that  we  have  to  conpensate  the  people  con- 
cerned for  something  that  they  have  lost 
through  our  fault  or  through  the  fault  of 
the  States  Governments,  fran  which  we 
have  taken  certain  liabilities.  If  we 
come  to  discuss  the  cases  in  detail, 
we  find  that  in  a  number  of  instances 
the  States  Gm-emments  have  refused 
to  sanction  the  payments  on  account 
of  the  (^iicers  having  been  taken  over  by 
the  Commonwealth^  and  that,  therefore, 
the  CMnmOnwealth  is  oBliged  to  compen- 
sate their  widows.  In  one  case  compen- 
sation is  being  paid  to  a  man,  and  I  take 
it  that  he  has  been  injured  in  the  execution 
of  his  duties.  When  the  Bill  was  in  an- 
other place,  I  heard  the  case  mentioned  of 
a  man  in  the  Telegraph  Department  who 
lost  his  life  probablv  through  the  neglect 
of  the  Department  in  providing  him  with 
unskilled  assistance.  That  is  a  case  where 
compensation  should  be  paid,  and  there 
are  other  cases  which  doubtless  come  under 
the  same  heading.  I  think  that  honor- 
able senators  would  be  entitled,  in  Ccwn- 
mittee,  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  to  state  whether  the 
amounts  are  being  paid  as  compensation, 
or  given  as  gratuities.  A  gratuitv  i<v 
something  that  is  given  for  nothing,  but 
ccmipensation  is  a  payment  to  wipe  out 
some  debt  or  moral  obligation.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  point.  If  the 
Bill  is  a  measure  to  honestlv  C(»npensate 
])eople  in  respect  of  that  to  which- 
they  are  morally  or  legally  entitled,. 
I  shall  vote  for  ewry  item  in  it, 
but  if  the  Ministry  hare  sent  down- 
these  proposals  because  thev  think  gratui- 
ties should  be  given  to  some  people  be- 
cause they  h:ippen  to  be  the  widows  of 
persons  who  have  been  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, I  shall  feel  inclined  to  oppose  the- 
measure,  no  matter  how  unpleasant  that 
dutv  may  be.  In  Committee.  I  shall  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil for  further  detaite?^«''^v^*^*-'8t<- 
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Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.20]. — I  am  sorry  I  was  not  pre- 
sent to  hear  the  second  reading  of  the 
measure  moved,  because  if  I  had  been  I 
should  have  some  idea  as  to  the  pri[nciple 
guiding  the  Go\'erTunent  in  the  matter. 
The  Senate  has  now  arrived  at  a 
stage  when  it  is  quite  possible  for  us 
to  make  a  very  grievous  blundex  in  this 
kind  of  legislaticm.  That  can  be  done 
very  easily. 

Senator  Gray. — I  do  not  think  we  can 
do  that. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  all  depends 
on  the  merits  of  tBe  case. 

Senator  CpAXAWAY. — If  the  Government 
cannot  gi\'e  the  infonnation  it  would  be 
better  to  throw  out  the  measure  at  once. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  cannot  think 
that  the  small  number  of  cases  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  are  the  only  ones  in  the  Com- 
monwealth where  the  widows  of  public  ser- 
vants are  entitled  to  receive  consideraticm. 
We  have  a  very  large  number  of  public 
servants,  and  to  think  that  the  small  num- 
ber of  cases  included  in  the  Bill  are  the 
only  ones  deserving  of  cc»i»deration  from 
tht  public  purse  can  scarcely  be  credited. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Vfce-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  pointed  out 
that  the  great  majority  of  State  servants 
who  came  over  to  the  Commonwealth  were 
already  provided  for  under  the  State  laws. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  From  the 
nature  of  the  measure,  I  quite  expect  that 
it  is  cmly  to  meet  excepticxial  cases.  I  can 
scarcely  ^ink  that  we  are  to  have  a  recur- 
ring crop  of  similar  cases  oxning  before  us, 
arid  only  very  exceptional  cases  would 
justify  the  Government  in  bringing  for- 
ward a  measure  of  this  kind.  Af  the  same 
time,  I  should  have  preferred  a  well- 
thought-out  scheme  of  insurance  of  our 
public  servants  and  those  dependent  on 
them  to  be  brought  forward.  When  we 
have  such  an  army  of  public  servants 
we  can  understand  that  there  must  of 
necessity  be  a  large  number  of  women  de- 
prived of  their  husbands  whilst  those  hus- 
bands are  in  the  service  of  the  Commcm- 
vealth,  and,  theref(»re,  a  scheme  must 
be  formulated  whereby  the  dependents  of 
those  public  servants  may,  in  the  event  of 
death,  pet  s<Mne  relief.  This  is  a  measure 
designed  to  overcome  the  difficulty  for  the 
time  being.  It  does  nc$  provide  for  the 
future,  and ,  ccwisequently ,  as  Senator 
Pearce  has  pointed  out,  we  may  have  a  re- 
curring crop  of  cases  for  c(Hppensaticai  ccMn- 


ing  up  from  time  to  time,  which,  on  thrir 
merits,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  take  up. 

Senator  Gray. — These  cases  mu:.t  be 
getting  less. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Be  that  as  it 
may,  I  think  it  would  have  been  much 
more  satisfactory  in  the  long  run  had  tht 
Government,  instead  of  bringing  in  a  mea- 
sure to  deal  with  special  cases,  brought 
down  a  scheme  of  insurance,  or  submitted  an 
old-age  pensi(His  scheme  to  deal  with  public 
servants  thrown  upon  their  own  resources. 
I  think  that  such  a  scheme,  while  it  would 
impose  a  much  larger  responsibiHty  from 
the  financial. stand-point,  would  prove  more 
satisfactory  in  the  long  run  than  the  mea- 
sure now  before  us. 

Senator  Gray. — I  thought  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  bring  in  such  a 
scheme  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I    hope  they 
will  do  it  soon.   Seeing  that  the  cases  dealt 
with  in  the  Bill  have  stood  over  for  so 
long,  I  think  they  might  have  been  allowed 
to  stand  over  until  a  scheme  on  broader 
principles  than  supplying  the  needs  of  a 
few  individuals  for   the  time  being  was 
brought  down.     I  know   most  honorable 
senators  will  support  the  measure,  as  I  in- 
tend to  do,  but  I  think  many  of  us,  in  our 
better  judgment,  may  have  a  suspicion  that 
we  are  taking  a  step  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion.    Very  often  our  sympathy  gets  the 
better  of  our  judgment  in  such  cases.  At 
anv  rate,  I  am  glad  to  see  the  Government 
bringing  down  prc^x^als  of  this  kind  from 
time  to  time.   The  party  to  which  I  belong 
hai-e  always  tried  to  make  the  Government 
the  model  employer,  so  that  it  might  be  an 
example  to  private  employers  in  the  way 
of  providing  compensation  when  servants- 
come  to  an  untimely  end.    I  am  sorrv  the- 
measure  cannot  be  extended  to  take  in  all" 
the  widows  in  the  community  who  are  in  a- 
similar  position  to  those  being  dealt  with. 
That  is  the  most  regrettable  aspect  of  the 
measure,  but,  seeing  we  cannot  remedy  it, 
I  suppose  we  shall  be  obliged  to  accept  tfie 
Bill.     I  hope  the  Government  will  bring 
do\vn  a  well-thought-out  scheme,  so  that, 
instead  of  having  cases  brought  before  us 
in  this  wav,  the  persons  to  receive  (xanpen- 
sation  will  know  exactlv  what  they  are 
entitled  to.    That  would  be  a  more  satis- 
factory thing  than  to  have  political  influ- 
ence used  when  the  widow  of  some  public 
servant  requires  help.    That  is  what  I  am 
afraid  of  under  the  present  circumstances, 
and  such  a  state  of  affairs  will  not  cwn- 
mend  itself  ttBi^ilh^  t^&diQAi^IC  We  may 
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be  setting  a  very  bad  precedent  by  pasang 
the  Bill,  and,  later  mi,  we  may  see  the 
foolishness  of  tbe*whole  affair.  However, 
I  do  not  think  any  of  us  have  the  heart- 
lessness  to  expose  a  measure  of  this  kind. 

QuesticHi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

/«  Committee : 

Clause  I — 

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Officers  Com- 
pensation Act  1907. 

.  Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [8.27]. — I  think  it  is  clear  that  the 
date  should  be  1908.  There  is  also  the 
possibility  that  when  we  have  gone  through 
the  measure  we  may,  wish  to  alter  the  w«d 
*'  Cwnpensation,"  and,  perhaps,  put  in  the 
words  "  Special  allowances,"  or  something 
of  that  kind.    I  move — 

That  the  clause  be  postponed. 

Motion  agreed  to;  clause  postpcmed. 

Clause  2 — 

There  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Conaolidated 
Revenue  Fund,  which  is  hereby  appropriated  ac< 
cordingly,  the  following  sums  : — 
To  widow  of  Lieutcn  ant-Co  I  oncl  Bayly, 
formerly  Commandant,  South  Aus- 
tralian Military  Forces  ...         ...  ^£487 


Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 

of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.28].— This 
case,  briefly  stated,  is  that  at  the  end  of  1899 
Lieut. -Colonel  Bayly  proceeded  to  South 
Africa.  He  was  very  ill  when  there  suffer- 
ing from  enteric  and  exposure  to  cold.  He 
returned  to  Australia  ini  90 1  very  ill  again, 
gradually  becoming  more  decrepid  until 
24th  August,  1904.  He  then  went  under 
a  course  of  treatment  unsuccessfully.  He 
retired  on  the  17th  of  April,  1905.  A 
Medical  Board  repOTted  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1905,  that  his  case  was  hopeless. 
He  was  suffering  from  paraplegic^  ataxia, 
resulting  from  exposure  and  enteric  when 
on  active  service.  Lieut. -ColtMiel  Bayly  died 
on  the  2ist  September,  1906.  The  Military 
Finance  Regulations,  paragraphs  128  and 
129,  provide  that  compensation  may  be 
recOTimended  by  a  Board  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  case,  to  the  widow  and 
family  of  anv  member  of  the  Permanent 
Forces  who  dies  of  any  disease  contracted 
on  duty.  It  is  provided  that  the  amount 
of  cornpensation  is  not  to  exceed  tnree 
years'  pav,  regulated  by  scale  frcrai  the 
maximum  down  to  half  the  maximtmi 
amount.  The  Military  Board  has  con- 
sidered the  matter,  and  reccHnmend  that  a 
equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  three  years' 


pay  be  nanted  to  Mrs.  Bayly.  Lieut.- 
Cc^Hiel  Bayly's  salary  wh«i  Commandant 
in  South  Australia  was  £6^0  per  annum, 
so  that  a  quarter  of  three  years'  pay 
would  be  ^487  ICS.  Mrs.  Bayly  is  io 
destitute  circumstances,  and  is  dependent 
on  the  charity  of  a  few  relatives. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Is  this  "  othw  " 
expenditure  ? 

Senator  BEST.— Yes. 

Senator  Mulcaiiy. — Is  there  no  obliga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment of  the  State  in  which  this  officer 
served  some  years  before  he  left  for  South 
Africa? 

Senator  BEST.— I  dealt  with  that  ques- 
tion before  my  honorable  frifend  returned 
to  the  Chamber.  For  some  years  after 
the  Commonwealth  was  established  it  was 
the  practice  to  refer  these  cases  to  the 
State  Governments,  who,  as  a  rule,  con- 
sented to  the  payments  which  were  charged 
as  "  transferred  "  expenditure.  But  for 
some  reason  or  other,  which  I  will  nc(t  pre- 
tend to  deal  with  at  this  juncture,  the 
State  Premiers  cannot  see  their  way  to 
OMisent  to  these  particular  cases  being  de- 
bited to  '*  transferred  "  expenditure.  We 
think,  however,  that,  rather  than  that  the 
relatives  of  these  Comm(nwealth  oflioers 
should  suffer,  we  should  meet  the  obliga- 
tions so  far  as  the  gratuities  are  concerned. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.31]. — I  desire  to  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
drait  of  the  Executive  Council  if  he  is.  pre- 
pared to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether, 
if  the  Commonwealth  had  not  been  estab- 
lished and  this  ofl'icer  had  remained  in 
the  CTiploy  of  the  Govonment  of  South 
Australia^  he  would  have  got  compensation 
from  that  quarter? 

Senatot  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.32]. — I 
referred  fully  to  that  question  when  I  was 
introducing  the  measure.  In  Victoria  it- 
was  a  practice  in  hard  cases,  where  men 
had  suffered  death  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  or  whilst  in  actiw  service,  to 
offer  their  relatives  some  gratuity  or  com- 
pensation. An  amount  for  that  p'.irpcse 
was  usually  placed  on  the  Estimates,  »nd 
probably  a  similar  practice  prevailed  in  the 
other  States.  I  think  that,  in  the  circum- 
stances I  have  mentioned,  the  relatives  of 
these  officers  might  have  looked  forward 
successfully  to  the  grant  of  such  gratuities 
bv  the  States  Parliaments. 
'  Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [8.33].— I  think  that  perhaps  I 
.-an  throw  a  little  Iig;5|S,|^;g©it^I(This 
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oSik^r  was  only  in  South  Australia  for  a 
brief  while — he  was  a  New  South  Wales 
c^cer,  who  would  not  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  South  Australia  unless  there  had 
been  a  CommcMi wealth.  In  New  South 
Wales  it  was  the  practice  prior  to  Fede- 
ration for  cases  of  this  kind  to  receive 
liberal  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  >'ar- 
lianient. 

Senator  Gray. — The  h<xiorable  senator 
does  not  call  this  liberal  treatment  ?  ' 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— No.  I  think 
that  in  New  South  Wales  it  would  have 
been  the  annual  payment  of  a  sum,  which 
would  have  thrown  this  little  dole  utterly 
into  the  shade. 

Senator  GRAY  (New  South  Wales) 
[8.34]. — The  Minister's  explanation  has 
convinced  me  that  the  proposal  of  Senator 
Pearce  is  me  which  the  Government  should 
take  into  their  earnest  consideration. 

Senator  Best. — In  this  case  the  proposal 
is  in  strict  accordaixx  with  the  regulations. 

Senator  GRAY. — I  assume  that  otherwise 
the  proposal  would  not  have  borne  sudi  a 
mean  aspect  as  it  does.  It  represents  the 
payment  of  ^^25  a  year  to  the  widow  of  an 
officer  who  practically  died  in  service. 

Senator  Trenwith. — That  is  £2$  a  year 
with  the  right  at  her  death  to  leave  ;^400 
to  sonoebody. 

Senator  GRAY. — It  is  equivalent  to  about 
13S.  per  week.  I  trust  that  in  all  these 
matters  the  Government,  while  acting 
equitably,  will  be  as  generous  as  it  is 
passible  for  them  to  be  To  my  mind  these 
amounts  do  not  appear  to  be  equitable  or 
generous. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [8  35]. 
— I  remind  honorable  senators  that  a  very 
impjortant  question  is  involved  in  this  mea- 
sure. It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the 
various  States  the  practice  of  dealing  with 
civil  servants  with  regard  to  pensions  or 
allowances  varied.  When  certain  Depart- 
ments were  transferred  there  was  an  under- 
standing with  the  States  that  no  ofiicer  was 
to  suifer  by  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
transferred  to  the  -  Commonwealth  service. 
I  know  that  in  various  cases  there  has 
been  some  not  very  creditable'  wrangling 
in  xegixd  to  retiring  or  death  allowances  on 
the  ground  that  the  claims  had  not  been 
established  by  law.  In  Tasmania  the  prac- 
tice in  this  matter  was  not  a  good  one. 
For  many  years  a  civil  servant  or  the  rela- 
tives of  a  deceased  civil  servant  had  to 
trust  to  the  humanity  of  Parliament  and 
the  good  nature  of  its  members.  It  was 
only  those  who  had  influence  at  their  com- 


mand who  were  able  to  br:ng  their  cases 
before  the  Parliament  and  get  that  full 
consideration  which  ought  to  have  been  ex- 
tended to  all  claimants.  That  difiiculty 
was  removed  by  the  Government  of  the  day 
inducing  both  Houses  to  pass  a  joint  reso- 
luticHi  adopting  a  scale  of  retiring  and 
deatJi  allowances.  That  is  how  the  matter 
stood  when  various  services  in  Tasmania 
were  transferred  to  the  Conmcxiwealth.  I 
beliera  that  in  other  States  a  somewhat 
similar  practice  was  in  vogue.  Are  we  by 
passing  this  Bill  establishing  a  precedent 
— and  I  hope  that  we  are — which  the.  Com- 
monwealth will  recognise,  namely,  that  a 
transferred  officer  or  the  relative  of  a  trans- 
ferred officer  shall  be  treated  in  exactly 
liie  same  way  as  if  he  had  retired  from  or 
died  in  the  servSce  of  his  State? 

Senator  Best. -Of  course,  we  are  not 
committing  ourselves  to  any  future  cases. 
We  are  dealing  with  only  fRese  cases,  but 
the  step  we  are  taking  is  in  the  direction  to 
which  the  h(Hiorable  senator  suggests. 

Swiator  MULCAHY. — I  am  very  pleased 
to  hear  that.  I  hope  that  the  practice  which 
is  being  initiated  will  be  continued,  and 
that  justice  will  be  done  in  every  case. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  address  his  remarks  to  the  par- 
t'cular  part  of  the  clause  under  considera- 
tion, as  it  is  not  regular  to  discuss  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  at  this  stage. 

Senator  MULCAHY. — I  am  sorry,  sir, 
if  I  have  transgressed  the  rule.  I  only 
want  to  express  the  hope  that  the  practice 
which  is  being  initiated  to-night  will  be 
extended,  and  that  we  shall  not  be  making 
fish  of  one  class  about  whom  we  know 
Sttmething  and  flesh  of  another  class. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  Colonel  Kicardo,  formerly 
Commandant,  VictdlTian  Military 
Forces  ...         ...         ...         ...  £134 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-T  resi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.38].— 
Colonel  Ricardo  had  no  leave  of  absence 
for  thf  last  few  years  of  his  life,  and  his 
widow  and  children  have  been  left  powl) 
provided  for.  This  gratuity  of  £134  is 
equal  to  two  mwiths'  pay,  as  by  the  regu- 
lations he  could  have  obtained  two  months' 
leave. 

Senator  Gray. — Is  that  all  that  the  Go 
vernment  are  proposing  to  give  to  the 
widow  ? 

Senator  BEST.— Yes. 

Smator  Gray  — Well,  the  Gorernment 
are  wonderf ully^|«,e™.^QQg(g 
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Senator  SAVERS  (Queensland)  [8.39].— 
I  desire  to  know  if  there  is  any  scale  on 
which  these  payments  are  fixed,  because  on 
looking  through  the  Bill  it  would  seem  that 
some  persons  are  to  get  a  great  deal  more 
than  are  others.  I  do  not  know  what  ex- 
planation the  Minister  can  give  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Senator  Best. — I  have  explained  each 
case  very  conclusively.  In  Lt.-Colonel 
Bayly's  case  the  sum  represents  a  fourth 
of  the  amount  in  the  terms  of  the  regula- 
tions, and  the  grant  to  Mrs.  Ricardo  is  in 
lieu  of  two  months'  leave  of  absence  to 
which  her  husband  was  entitled. 

Senator  SAVERS.— Is  no  gratuity  be- 
yond that  to  be  given  ? 

Senator  Best. — No.  I  shall  deal  with 
each  case  as  it  is  reached. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  Master  Gunner  Price, 
formerly  Military  Clerk,  Central 
Administration     ...  ...  ...  ;fiio 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.40]. — 
Master  Gunner  Price  died  on  the  17th  Feb- 
ruary, 1906,  having  just  commenced  six 
months'  leave  of  absence  on  full  pay  which 
had  "been  granted  under  the  regulations. 
Had  he  lived  he  would  have  received  a  half- 
year's  pay,  viz.,  ;^iio.  He  was  stationed 
at  Thursclay  Island  and  Nwth  Queensland 
between  and  1899.  In  the  latter  year 
he  went  to  South  Africa,  where  he  had 
typhoid  fever,  and  returned  to  Australia  in 
1 900.  A  Iward  of  medical  officers  re- 
ported that  the  disease  from  which  he  died 
was,  undoubtedly  caused  by  residence  in 
Thursday  Island  and  North  Queensland 
whilst  CHI  service,  and  that  it  might  have  been 
accelerated  by  enteric  fever  contracted  in 
South  Africa.  The  Military  Board  recom- 
mended full  comp^sation  under  the  regu- 
lations, viz.,  three  years'  pay.  The  Crown 
Solicitor  has  advised,  however,  that  no 
claim  lies  against  the  Commonwealth,  be- 
cause there  is  no  proof  that  the  disease  from 
which  Price  died  was  contracted  on  active 
service  or  dutv.  His  widow  and  voung 
family,  three  in  number,  are  in  straitened 
circumstances,  and  it  is  desired  as  an  act  of 
grace  to  grant  a  sum  of  jQiio  to  her. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  Sergeant-Major  Fraier, 
formerly  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Militaiy  Forces  ...         ...  ■■  £Vi 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Exemtive  Council^  [8.431- — 
This  officer  died  in  England  while  serving 
abroad  for  instruction,  and  it  is  desired  to 


pay  his  widow  a  gratuity  equal  to  two 
months'  pay  at  j£iSo  per  annum.  The 
widow  and  family  are  in  poor  circum- 
stances. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.44]. — In  one  case  two  months'  pay  was 
granted  to  the  widow  because  the  officer  was 
entitled  to  two  months'  leave  of  absence. 
In  another  case  six  months'  pay  was  granted 
to  the  widow  because  the  officer  was  en- 
titled to  six  months'  leave,  and  now  it  is 
proposed  to  grant  to  this  widow  only  two 
months'  pay.  I  desire  to  know  if  her  hus- 
band was  entitled  to  two  months'  leave  of 
absence  when  he  died. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8-45]. — 
I  cannot  definitely  say  that  that  was  so. 
The  fact  remains  that  Sergeant- Major 
Eraser  was  in  service  abroad  at  the  time, 
and  I  can  hardly  sav  on  what  basis  the 
two  months'  pay  has  been  estimated.  The 
Minister  went  into  the  matter,  and  ochi- 
sidered  that  in  the  circumstances  two 
mimths*  pay  would  be  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation.    Only  jf,io  is  involved. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[8.46]. — The  Minis.er  will  recognise  that 
whether  the  amount  involved  is  j£$o  or 
30  pence  the  principle  sliould  be  the  same. 
I  was  trying,  as  I  did  on  the  second 
reading,  to  arrive  at  some  ddinite  under- 
standing as  to  the  method  of  compensation 
ad(^ted.  We  have  dealt  with  three  cases, 
and  so  far  they  have  bee»  very  well  ex- 
plained. But  we  have  come  to  a  fourth 
case,  where  the  Minister  will  own  he  has 
been  unable  to  give  any  satisfactory  ex- 
planation. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  ex-Gunner  Watson,  Royal  Australian 

Artillery,  Victoria  ...  ...  £24 

Senator  BEST  (Virtoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.48].— 
I  find  that  Gunner  Watson  was  granted 
three  nxxiths'  leave  cm  full  ■  pay  under 
Military  Regulation  487.  He  was  then 
discharged  as  medically  unfit  on  account 
of  phthisis.  He  is  being  supported  bv 
his  fa'ther,  who  is  sixty-eight  ye.irs  of 
age,  and  who  has  not  means  sufficient  to 
support  an  invalid  son.  It  appears  that 
he  might,  under  the  regulations,  have 
been  granted  six  months'  leave  on  full  pav 
prior  to  his  discharge.  Had  the  Depart- 
ment been  fully  informed  of  the  circum- 
stances, a  further  three  months'  leave 
vould  h;ive  been  6rg^n|g(|v  GB^gfe^'^y 
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pic^xised  is  in  lieu  of  the  three  months' 
leave  of  absence  which  would  have  been 
granted  to  him. 

Paragra;^  agreed  ta 

To  widow  of  J.  Wilson,  formerly 
Senior  Lineman,  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral's Department,  New  South  Walei  £mo 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.52].— 
From  the  particulars  supplied  in  connexion 
with  this  case,  I  find  that  Mr.  Wilscxi  was 
a  senior  lineman  in  the  Construction 
Branch,  Svdney.  He  died  at  St.  George's 
Cottage  Hospital ,  Kogarah,  New  South 
Wales,  CHI  tha  9th  November,  1906,  frcwn 
shock  frcsn  bums  received  while  fixing  a 
telephone  cable  on  to  a  telephone  post  at 
Kt^arah.  He  was  not  a  contributor  to  the 
New  South  Wales  Superannuation  Fund. 
Mr.  Wilson's  widow  wrote  to  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  intimating 
that  she  had  been  left  with  two  little 
children,  and  that  when  all  her  late  hus- 
band's debts  and  claims  were  satisfied,  she 
would  have  absolutely  m^ing,  And  asked 
for  consideration.  The  Deputy  Postmas- 
ter-General submitted  the  case  as  <Mie  for 
special  consideration  of  the  Department 
for  granting  a  gratuity,  and  the  Postmas- 
ter-General approved,  on  the  24th  June 
last,  that  a  gratuity  of  ^100  for  widow, 
and  ^£50  for  each  child,  be  granted. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  there  anything  to 
show  that  Wilson's  death  was  contributed 
to  in  any  way  by  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  Department? 

Senator  BEST. — I  have  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  any  negligence  m  his 
part,  or  on  the  part  of  tlw  Department. 
His  death  was  due  to  one  of  those  unfor- 
tunate accidents  which  will  always  hap- 
pen. The  case  seems  to  be  a  pretty  hard 
one. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
t^-S3]- — I  think  that  this  is  a  case  in  which 
we  are  all  agreed  that  the  compensation 
proposed  is  wholly  inadeqiiate.  It  appears 
that  this  man  was  killed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty.  He  did  not  omtribute 
t>y  negligence  or  othmrise  to  his  death. 
His  wife  was  lei^  a  widow,  and  his  child- 
xen  fatherless.  The  breadwinner  has  been 
takm  from  them,  and  all  the  compensation 
the  GOTemm«it  propose  to  give  is  a  sum 
of  y^zoo.  I  consider  that  that  sum  is 
wholly  inadequate,  and  that  this  man's 
widow  and  family  ought  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  Commonwealth  until  the  members 
of  the  family  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
selves, and  the  widow  dies  or  remarries. 


That  is  a  principle  which  I  think  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament  might  very  well  lay 
down  in  sudi  cases.  In  addition  to  the 
lump  sum  of  ;^200  proposed,  I  think  we 
should  provide  the  widow  with  an  an- 
nuity. 

Senator  Gray. — With  los.  per  week. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  think 
that  I  OS.  per  week  would  be  sufficient.  1 
understand  that  the  deceased  left  two 
children,  and  per  week  would  not  be  at 
all  extravagant  compensation  to  pay  until 
the  children  are  able  to  provide  for  them- 
selves. After  that,  the  contribution  might 
be  reduced.  The  widow  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Bayly  is  to  be  given  jQat^t,  which 
is  more  than  double  that  proposed  to  be 
given  to  the  widow  of  this  man  Wilson. 
Her  husband  was  cut  off  in  the  flower  of 
his  youth,  1  suppose,  and  in  the  full  tide 
of  his  usefulness  as  a  citizen,  a  husband, 
and  a  father,  and  I  think  that  his  widow 
and  children  ought  to  be  a  charge  on  the 
Commonwealth.  I  do  not  suppose  that  it 
would  be  oHnpetent  f<M-  me  to  move  an 
amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
senator  desires  to  move  i<x  an  increase  in 
the  amount  he  must  do  so  by  way  of  re 
quest,  but  it  is  competent  fox  him  to  move 
for  a  reduction  by  way  of  amendment 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  preipared 
to  move — 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  be  re- 
quested to  vote,  in  addition  to  the  £200  proposed, 
an  annuity  at  the  rate  of  £,t  per  week  to  the 
widow  01  ].  Wilson  until  the  youngest  child 
hai  reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  There- 
after, the  weekly  contribution  to  be  reduced 
to  los.,  and  to  be  wholly  withdrawn  should  the 
'widow  re-marry. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.55].— 
Before  Senator  Stewart  submits  a  motion, 
I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say.  I  have 
been  supplied  with  some  additional  infor- 
mation in  connexicm  with  the  case,  and  in 
a  memorandum  Mr.  Young,  the  Deputy 
Postmaster- General,  says — ■ 

In  view  of  the  recent  special  instructions 
issued  :is  to  granting  compensation  on  the  death 
or  serious  injury  of  an  officer  while  in  the 
execution  of  hU  duty  provided  there  have  been 
a  contributory  cause  in  the  form  of  defect  in 
departmental  plant,  &c.,  or  negligence  on  th<! 
part  of  the  Department  through  its  authorized 
officers,  it  is  not  seen  how  anv  special  mone- 
tary compensation  can  be  made  in  the  late  line- 
man Wilson's  case,  ns,  although  he  met  his 
de.ith  whilst  in  the  execution  of- his  duty,  there 
was  no  contributory  defect  or  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  Department.  It  is  submitted  by 
Mr.  Burgess  (representing jE^Jfew^uth  Wales 
Electrical  Teleph£ie^iaattt3l!iVa£iAfpl^fi^ 
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Branch  Union)  that  Mrs.  Wilson's  appobtment 
as  semi-ofiiciai  Postmistress  at  Marengo  is  not 
compensation,  but  whilst  it  may  be  argued  that 
the  allowances  as  Postmistress  are  only  pay- 
ment for  services  rendered,  yet  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  the  Department  has  specially 
afforded  Mrs.  Wilson  the  opportunity  of  earning 
such  allowance,  and  in  that  respect  it  does 
amount  to  a  material  help  to  Mrs.  Wilson,  in 
her  sad  loss. 

Senator  Stewart. — What  is  she  getting? 

Senator  BEST.— She  is  evidently  get- 
ting a  reasonable  livelihood,  though  it  is 
true  that  she  renders  services  for  what 
she  earns.  The  Department  has  sought  to 
give  her  help  that  she  might  not  be  desti- 
t  ute.  I  would  point  out  to  Senator 
Stewart  that  it  would  be  a  little  unwise 
for  us  to  attempt  to  deal  with  these  cases 
on  the  generous  scale,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
which  he  has  suggested,  unless  we  are  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  circum- 
staiM^s.  I  have  already  explained  that 
this  case  received  the  full  ccxisideration  of 
the  Minister,  and  the  proposal  in  the  Bill 
is  the  result  of  his  determination.  If 
honorable  senators  consider  that  ;^200  is 
not  sufficient,  it  would,  1  think,  be  better 
to  suggest  an  increase  in  the  Itmip  sum 
than  to  propOGe  that  provin<xi  should  be 
made  for  an  annu^yi  since  that  would 
take  the  form  of  a  pensicHi,  and  we  have 
rigidly  set  our  faces  against  pensions,  and 
should  not  encourage  than  in  any  shape  or 
form. 

Senator  Clemons. — It  is  very  easy  to 
purdiase  an  annuity. 

Senator  BEST.— Undoubtedly.  But  I 
am  talking  about  the  Government  estab- 
lishing a  system  of  pensions. 

Senator  Gray. — This  would  not  be  a' 
pension  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term. 

Senator  BEST.— What  Senator  Stewart 
proposes  certainly  would  be  a  pension. 
The  honorable  senator  suggested  that,  in 
addition  to  the  ^200,  there  should  be  an 
annuity  provided  at  the  rate  of  £1  per 
week  for  a  certain  term  and  los.  per  week 
for  a  certain  other  term.  Having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Wilson  has 
l>een  given  employment,  and  that  the  Min- 
ister came  to  the  conclusion  that  ;^2oo 
was  reasonable  compensation,  I  hope  Sena- 
tor Stewart  will  be  satisfied.  I  shall 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  the 
honorable  senator's  remarks  on  this  case, 
and  will  ask  him  to  say  whether  he  thinks 
the  circimistances  warrant  an  increase  of 
the  amount.  No  doubt  any  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  honorable  senators 


will  receive  full  craisideratioa  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  if  it  is  desired 
that  this  amount  should  be  increased,  pro- 
visicxi  for  that  purpose  might  be  made  on 
the  Estimates,  sinoe  to  endeavour  to  in- 
crease the  amoimt  now  mi^t  involve  the 
introduction  of  another  measure  and  a 
fresh  message. 

Senator  Colonel  N E I LD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.0]. — I  had  occasi<Hi  to  make  in- 
quiries recently  into  the  matter  of  these  con- 
tract or  semi-cMllicial  post-offices,  and  learned 
frcm  the  Deputy  Postmaster- General  of  New 
South  Wales  that  the  minimum  net  amount 
was  jQjS  a  year.  The  minimum  amount 
actually  pa:d  is  something  over  £110,  but 
out. of  that  the  recipient  has  to  provide  a 
messenger,  so  that  it  is  realty  reduced  to 
about  jCyS  as  a  minimum.  Of  course, 
in  stxne  post-offices  it  is  much  higher, 
rimning  at  times  into  over  ^200. 

Senator  Best. — I  have  the  figures  here, 
as  follow  : — Personal  allowance,  per 
annum;  light,  cleaning,  fuel,  ^7  per  an- 
num ;  delivery  of  telegrams,  per 
annum ;  rental  value  of  quarters,  j^zo  per 
annimi;    total,  ^^no  per  annum. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.2]. — We  should  do  well  to  coiv- 
sider  the  advice  offered  by  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council.  However 
strong  our  sympathies  may  be  in  the  direc- 
tion of  endeavouring  to  succour  those  who 
need  succour,  there  would  be  great  danger 
in  adopiing  the  course  suggested  by  Sena- 
tor Stewart. 

Senator  Gray. — The  hcmorable  senator 
must  remember  the  vastly  different  aspect 
that  has  been  phiced  on  it  bv  the  infm- 
mation  wh:di  the  Minister  has  now  given 
us. 

Senator  HENDERSON. -Even  if  the 
Minister  had  not  been  able  'to  furnish  us 
with  that  information,  it  would  have  been 
unwise  for  us  to  attempt  to  establish  a 
svstem  of  annuities  or  pensions  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  agree  with  Senator 
Stewart  that  the  amount  allotted  to  this 
widow  is  altogether  too  small.  The 
Workmen's  Compensation  Acts  already  in 
existence  provide  that  the  lump  sum  granted 
to  the  widow  shall  be  at  least  equal  to 
three  years'  wages  in  full  of  her  late 
husband  when  he  was  working. 

Senator  Trenwith. — Where  there  ha& 
been  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  em- 
ployer. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— No  condition 
of  that  sort  is  necessar}-.  .If  there  has 
been  negligence  onDi|heedpasti€fC^Cein- 
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plover  the  compensadop  reooreped  at  oom- 
mon  law  may  go  as  high  as  from 
to  ;^i,ooo.  This  man  as  a  senior  lines- 
man would  have  received  at  least  j£i  a 
week.  That  for  three  years  would  mean 
a  total  of  ^450,  and  to  that  amount  his 
widow  is  entitled.  Whatever  other  arrange- 
ment the  Department  can  make  in  the  way 
of  giving  her  employment,  it  is  quite  fair 
should  be  made,  but  the  Commonwealth 
should,  at  any  rate,  discharge  its  respon- 
sibility to  her  by  paying  a  sum  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Work- 
men's Cfnnpensation  Acts.  I  therefore 
suggest  ro  Senator  Stewart  -"to  drop  the 
question  of  annuities,  and  move  a  request 
that  this  widow  shall  receive  a  lump  sum 
equal  to  three  years'  wages  of  her  late 
husband  in  full. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.7]. — I  am  entirely  in  sympaldiy 
with  Senator  Stewart's  effort  to  give  fur- 
ther assistance  to  the  widow  of  this  lines- 
man, but  I  shall  not  go  with  him  so  far 
as  to  requeA  another  place  to  grant  an 
annuity.  I  am  in  favour  of  increasing 
the  sum  set  down  in  the  schedule,  because 
it  is  entirely  inadequate.  Senator  Hen- 
derson has  put  forward  a  phase  of  the 
question  which  deserves  serious  considera- 
ticm. 

Senator  Best.— It  is  not  three  years 
clear  in  Western  Australia- 
Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  was  about  to 
put  forward  the  same  point  before  Senator 
Henderson  rose.  According  to  the  Min- 
ister's statement  this  man  meV  his  death 
in  the  execution  of  his  dutv..  The  De- 
partment, of  course,  say  that  it  was 
through  no  negligence  of  theirs. 

Senator  Chataway. — ^They  gavte  the 
widow  a  job. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— For  the  mo- 
ment, but  if  this  man  had  been  employed 
outside  the  service,  his  widow  could  have 
applied  iot  compensation  under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  if  there  is  such 
an  Act  in  New  South  Wales.  In  Western 
Australia  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act  is  almost  a  prototype  of  the  Imperial 
measure. 

Senator  Best. — But  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  all  Jaw  costs  and  like  ex- 
penses are  deducted  from  the  three  years' 
compensation. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.—I  will  not  dis- 
pute that.  I  would  remind  Senator  Tren- 
with  that  an  employer  cannot  plead  con- 
tiibutory  negligence  when  a  claim  for  com- 


pensation  is  made  under  that  Act.  The 
only  way  in  which  the  action  can  be  de- 
feated is  by  proving  that  the  fatality  was 
caused  by  the  wilful  neglect  or  suicidal 
conduct  of  the  employ^.  This  unfortunate 
woman  has  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
putting  in  motion  any  law,  even  the  com- 
mon law.  We  need  not  establish  the  pre- 
cedent of  annuities  or  paisions,  but  we 
should  request  another  place  to  increase  the 
sum  pnq)08ed  from  ;^oo  to  an  amount 
equivalent  to  three  years'  wages  which  the 
man  would  have  eanied.  1  take  exception 
also  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council's  request  to  Senator  Stewart  to  re- 
frain fr<an  pressing  his  proposal,  and  his 
ofter  to  place  the  honorable  senator's  re- 
marks before  the  Minister  who  has  already 
considered  the  matter.  This  Committee 
should  not  waive  its  right  to  legislate,  and 
wait  for  the  opinion  of  any  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  If  the  Minister  is  to  be  the  final 
arbiter,  why  was  the  Bill  sent  up  to  us? 
The  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  has  given  the  facts  of  the  case 
as  they  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  De- 
partment, but  the'  Bill  has  ccrnie'  before  us 
in  the  ordinary  consituti(Mial  manner  for 
us  to  agree  or  disagree  with.  The  Chair- 
man has  already  ruled  that  it  is  within  our 
power  to  move  a  request  for  an  increase  or 
an  amendment  for  a  decrease.  That  is 
the  proper  and  constitutional  course!  to 
follow  without  remitting  any  item  back  to 
the  Minister.  The  facts  put  before  the 
Committee  justify  Senator  Stewart's  desire 
to  further  help  the  widow,  and  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  assist  him  if  he  moves  a  re- 
quest for  an  increase  of  the  amount,  so 
that  the  case  may  be  brought  into  line  with 
others  that  have  occurred  in  the  industrial 
world  outside. 

Senator  MULCAHV  (Tasmania)  [9.12]. 
— I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  taking  these 
questions  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Govemn^nt,  in  introducing  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  are  jesponsible  to  Par- 
liament to  see  that  justice  is  dcme.  They 
have  better  opportunities  of  inquiry,  and  of 
familiarizing  themselves  with  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  than  we  hare.  Pre- 
sumably, they  have  asked  Parliament  to 
do  what  is  best.  The  Commonwealth  has 
adopted  the  policy  of  paying  adequate 
salaries,  and  leaving  its  servants  to  make 
proper  provision  for  thonselves.  We  have 
decided,  so  far,  not  to  give  pensi(»is. 

the  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
senator  to  deal,  not  with  the  genera!  prin- 
ciple, but  with  the  particular  case  invcrfved. 
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Senator  MULCAHY.— What  I  have 
stated  is  a  reascm  why  we  should  not 
for  an  increase  of'  any  particular  amount. 
What  is  proposed  is  to  piclc  out  one  case, 
the  circumstances  of  which  happen  to  ap- 
peal to  our  sympathies.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  if  we  do  so  we  shall  be  doing 
a-i  injustice  in  other  cases.  I  do  not  like 
meddling  with  the  amounts  at  ali.  If  any- 
thing of  this  kind  is  to  be  doie,  I  should 
prefer  it  to  be  introdwxd  on  some  broad 
and  general  principle  which  could  be  pven 
effect  to  without  appealing  to  the  humane 
sentiments  of  honorable  senators  in  this 
way.  I  would  sooner  see  the  Bill  passed 
as  the  Government  have  introduced  it,  if 
the  Government  sec  no  reason  for  increas- 
ing the  amounts. 

Senator  Needham. — The  Government 
are  not  all-wise  in  these  matters. 

Senator  MULCAHY.— They  ought  to 
l>e  much  better  posted  up  as  to  each  par- 
ticular case  than  ordinary  members  of  Par- 
liament can  be. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[9.14]. — From  inquiries  which  I  have 
made.  I  gather  that  the  claim  in  this  casp 
is  much  strtMiger  than  I  supposed.  It 
appears  that  this  man  met  his  death  owing 
to  the  employment  of  temporary  hands  who 
did  not  thoroughly  understand  their  work. 
That  is  the  statement  that  was  made  by 
the  Minister  who  must  be  supposed  to  be 
cmiversant  with  the  facts. 

Senator  Best. — Who  made  the  state- 
ment ? 

Senator  STEWART.— Mr.  Chapman. 
If  it  is  true  that  owing  to  the  employment 
of  temporary  hands  who  did  not  understand 
the  work  this  man  lost  his  life,  it  makes 
the  case  for  the  payment  Of  increased  com- 
pensation to  his  widow  all  the  stronger, 
Sfxne  honorable  senators  have  treated  my 
proposal  as  if  it  were  an  attempt  to  revive 
the  old  pensions  system.  It  is  nothing  of 
the  kind.  The  principle  I  advocate  is  that 
if  a  man  loses  his  life  in  the  service  of  the 
community  those  dependent  upon  him  should 
be  a  charge  on  the  community  until  they 
are  able  to  look  after  themselves.  I  thinlt 
that  is  a  principle  which  will  find  accept- 
ance in  the  mind  of  every  man.  In  the 
case  under  ccmsideration  a  man  was  doing 
work  for  his  country  that  had  to  be  done 
bv  some  one.  Owing  to  a  misadventure  he 
lost  his  life.  He  did  not  contribute  to  the 
cause.  Not  only  was  he  free  from  blame 
as  far  as  that  is  concerned,  but  the  De- 
partment vhich  employed  him  actually 
cCHitributed  to  his  death  by  placing  with 


him  at  his  ytotV  men  who  did  not  under- 
stand their  duty.  That  is  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Chapman,  and  I  think  hraiorable 
senators  will  admit  that  the  widow  of  this 
man  has  a  double  claim  to  the  additicmal 
payment  I  have  suggested.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  an  annual  payment,  I 
made  that  proposal  in  preference  to  a  lump 
sum  being  paid,  because  I  know  that  when 
people  get  a  comparatively  large  sum  of 
naoney  into  their  hands  they  are  more  likely 
to  fritter  it  away. 

Sttiator  Best. — Suppose  there  was  an 
annual  payment  and  the  widow  married 

again  ? 

Senator  STE  WART.  —To  give  this 
wcxnan  jQ\  a  week  the  Government  would 
require  to  invest  something  like  ;^i,7oo  or 

;^I,800. 

Senator  Millen. — It  would  not  be  any- 
thing like  that. 

Senator  Clemons. — The  questtm  of  an- 
nuity would  be  determined  by  her  age. 

Senator  STEWART.— It  would  not  be 
very  much  less  than  the  amount  I  have 
mentioned.  Although  personally  I  should 
prefer  an  annual  payment  to  the  payment 
of  a  lump  sum,  I  gather  from  the  speeches 
of  honorable  senators  that  there  is  not  any 
likelihood  of  my  proposal  being  carried, 
and  I  shall  not  proceed  further  with  it. 
I  move — 

That  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  be  re- 
quested to  incrcise  the  amount  of  compensatioil 
to  the  widow  of  J.  Wilson  to  £^^. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[9.19]. — The  statement  made  by  Senator 
Stewart  as  to  there  being  contributwy 
negligence  on  the  part  of  a  Commonwealth 
Department  in  this  caSe  induces  me  to  rise 
to  again  ask  the  Vice-President  of  tlie 
Executive  Council  for  information  regard- 
ing the  matter,  because  when  scmae  time 
ago  I  asked  the  honorable  senator  if  there 
was  anything  in  the  report  from  which  he 
was  then  reading  as  to  whether  there  was 
a  possibility  of  the  Department,  through 
employing  incompetent  hands,  having  ccm- 
tributed  to  the  fatality,  the  honorable  sena- 
tor said  tJiat  was  not  correct. 

Senator  Best. — ^That  is  so.  T  read  the 
official  memorandum. 

Senator  M ILLE  N.  — The  honorable 
senator  rrad  the  official  memorandum,  which 
indicate<l  that  the  information  of  Senator 
Stewart  was  incorrect.  Before  voting  on 
this  proposal  we  should  have  any  further 
information  the  Minister  possesses  on  the 
matter  furnished  to  us.  Ar~far^s_|L,am 
able  to  judge.  theDBiS^ysiJbflt)^!^;^^ 
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was  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment alters  the  whole  aspect  of  the 
case.  In  the  one  instance  it  is  not 
extending  grace  or  charity  to  the 
widow,  but  paying  a  just  compensation  to 
her.  But  if  there  was  no  negligence  chi 
the  part  of  the  Departm^t  we  fall  back  cm 
.  the  p06iti<Mi  first  placed  before  us  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.21]. — I 
read  the  official  memorandum  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  indicated  most  clearly  that 
there  was  no  negligence  whatever  on  the 
part  of  the  Department.  I  believe  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Chapman,  did  say  that 
some  temporary  inexperienced  hands  were 
engaged  on  the  work  in  question  at  the 
time  the  fatality  occurred,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  any- 
thing done  by  those  inexperienced  hands 
brought  about  the  fatality. 

Sotator  Stewart. — T^at  is  practically 
what  he  said. 

Senator  BEST. — The  point  is  that  the 
Deputv  Postmaster- General  —  the  respon- 
sible officer — was  asked  to  report  on  this 
particular  subject.  I  have  given  the  House 
the  result  of  his  report,  and  it  establishes 
very  clearly  that  there  was  no  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Department. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [9.22]. 
— I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
questicm  of  contributory  negligence  on 
the  part  either  of  the  Department  or 
the  man  who  lost  his  life.  There  is 
one  good,  sound,  honest  principle  that 
ought  to  govern  this  measure,  as  it 
governs  every  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  and  that  is  that  contributory  negli- 
gence has  practically  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  fixing  C(unpensad(Xi. 

Senator  Henderson. — The  man  has  lost 
his  life. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— The  man  has  lost 
his  life,  and  that  is  sufficient.  We  all 
ought  to  know  what  is  the  guiding  prin- 
ciple in  Workmen's  Compensation  Acts. 
That  principle  is  good  enough  for  me,  and 
I  hope  it  is  good  enough  for  the  Senate. 

SenatOT  Millen. — You  are  not  quite 
correct  in  your  statement. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— I  do  not  want  the 
honorable  senator  to  teach  me  what  should 
be  the  guiding  principle  of  a  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act. 

Senator  Millen. — Under  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act.  where  it  is  shown 
that  there  has  been  negligence  on  the  part 


of  the  employer,  he  is  liable  to  pay  heavier 
cwnpensation. 

Senator  CLEMOXS. — I  am  not  con- 
cerned with  that,  but  with  the  argument 
that  has  been  brought  into  the  debate,  that 
if  the  unfortunate  victim  of  this  fatality 
had  been  proved  to  be  guilty  of  negligence 
in  the  eyes  of  the  law  he  would  not  be 
entitled  to  any  ccwnpensation.  That  is  an 
abhorrent  principle,  and  ought  not  to  find 
its  wav  into  any  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act. 

SenatcH-  Best. — It  has  not  entered  into 
this  debate  at  all. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— I  have  heard  it 
stated.  I  certainly  intend  to  support  the 
request.  The  principle  laid  down  by  Sena- 
tor Needham  and  Senator  Henderson  with 
regard  to  the  method  of  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  compensation  is  a  sound  <me. 
With  regard  to  Senator  Stewart^s  first  sug- 
gestion about  providing  an  annuity,  I  sym- 
pathize with  him,  and,  while  1  do  not 
agree  that  the  Commonwealth  l  arliament 
should  grant  pensi(xis,  I  sympathize  with 
the  desire  to  grant  to  the  widow  in  this 
case  an  annuity  instead  of  a  lump  sum. 
By  doing  so,  we  shall  be  endeavouring, 
not  only  to  give  her  cwnpensation,  but  to 
go  a  step  further,  and  see  that  it  continues 
for  her  benefit.  It  would  be  an  endea- 
vour to  protect  her,  perhaps,  against  her 
own  lack  of  knowledge  in  handling  what 
might  seem  a  fairly  large  sum  of  money  in 
one  lump.  On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot 
agree  that  the  Federal  Parliament  should 
establish  a  pens'ons  system.  To  my  mind,, 
there  is  an  easy  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Senator  Stewart 
would  approve  of  it,  but  a  direction  might 
be  given  that  the  sum  of  ^450,  which  he 
proposes  as  wompensation,  and  which  I 
hope  will  be  carried,  shall  be  invested  for 
the  purchase  of  an  annuity  in  some  tho- 
roughly secure  and  sound  companv  carry- 
ing on  business  in  Australia.  I  know  of 
a  company,  the  security  of  which  is  un- 
impeachable. I  am  not  connected  with  it 
in  any  way.  I  refer  to  the  Australian 
Mutual  Provident  Society. 

Senator  Stewart. — How  mudi  would 
she  get? 

Senator  CLEMONS. — It  would  depend 
on  the  wcnnan's  age. 

Senator  Stewart. — It  would  not  be  a 
very  large  income. 

Senator  CLEMOXS.— It  would  be  a  fair 
amount.  I  used  to  know  the  tables  of 
annuities,  but  I  have^  forgotten  them. 
Speaking  fromDiieodlileicKarPOQli^  woman 


10066  Oj^EoEfV 


[S£NAT£.l  Compauatum  BiU. 


happens  to  be  fifty  years  of  age  ;£45o 
would  in  all  probability  purchase  for  her 
an  annuity  of  £,40. 

S^iator  Best.— -She  is  spoken  q£  as 
having  young  children,  and  I  assume  she 
is  young  toa 

Senator  CXEMONS.— Of  course,  if 
this  widow  were  younger  the  amount  would 
purchase  a  lesser  annuity,  but  whether 
Sfnator  Stewart  agrees  to  add  my  suggestion 
to  his  request  or  not  I  do  not  much  care, 
except  that  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  with 
him  in  the  view  that  we  should  carry  this 
compensation  a  little  further  and  lend  to 
this  wranan  our  protective  aid.  On  the 
other  hand,  however,  the  money  might  be 
more  useful  to  her  in  a  lump  sum. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.37].- — I 
think  the  Committee  will  make  a  rather 
serious  departure  if  honwable  senators 
accept  Senator  Stewart's  request.  He  is 
proceeding  mi  a  wrong  basis  in  saying  that 
following  the  lines  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  the  widow  in  this  case  would 
get  ^450,  assuming  that  to  be  three  years' 
pay.  Even  under  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act  she  would  only  be  entitled  to 
;^45o  less  the  law  costs,  and  those  ccsts 
might  amount  to  a  considerable  sum  of 
money. 

Senator  CucicoNS. — Why  deduct  law 
costs  that  do  not  exist?  Why  should  we 
punish  this  woman  at  all  7 

Senator  BEST. — We  are  not  punishing 
her.  The  Government  have  acted  towards 
her  with  the  greatest  genercteity.  They  have 
provided  her  with  the  means  of  livelihood, 
and  that  surely  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideraticHi.  Senator  Stewart  seeks  to  deal 
with  the  matt^  as  though  it  were  on  the 
lines  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
and  AS  if  the  Government  were  d(»ng  no- 
thing at  all  but  paying  the  ^£450  compen- 
sation. 

Senator  Clemohs. — ^Your  argument  is 
one  of  two  things:  Either  that  she  would 
not  otherwise  get  a  means  of  livelihood,  or 
that  you  are  giving  her  money  she  does  not 
earn. 

Senator  BEST. — A  workman  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act  would  not 
be  entitled  to  £,AS°- 

Senator  Givens. — ^Very  often  there  are 
no  law  (x>sts  in  the  matter. 

Senator  BEST. — ^Very  often  there  are 
considerable  law  costs,  and  if  we  strike  an 
average  there  is  bound  to  be  something, 
second  argument  is  that  the  fact  that 
Government  have  piwided  this  widow 


widi  a  position  worth  something  like 
;^iio  per  annum  is  entitled  to  considera- 
tion in  assessing  the  compensaticm  we 
should  pay  her.  The  third  matter  I  would 
emphasize  is  that  this  ^£200  compensation 
has  been  assessed  by  a  sympathetic  Minis- 
ter after  full  inquiry.  As  far  as  I  am 
aware,  the  £zoo  dwuld  be  regarded  as  a 
^nerous  contribution.  Of  course  we  are 
not  liable  to  pay  anything  at  alL  This 
is  piutly  a  matter  of  grace  oa  the  part  of 
the  Government,  and  we  should  not 
let  our  generosity  outrun  our  discretion  in 
cases  of  this  kind.  Having  regard  to  all 
the  circumstances,  the  Postmaster-General 
has  assMsed  the  compensation  at  3Q20Q,  and 
the  Committee  would  do  well  to  pass  the 
amount  as  it  appears. 

SenatOT  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[9'3o]*— A  few  minutes  ago  Senatn- 
Clenxxts  made  some  reference  to  the  term 
"contributory  negligence,"  spoke  of  it  as 
a  principle  which  was  abhOTrent,  .and,  it 
seemed  to  me,  wideavoured  to  infer  that 
those  who  had  previously  used  that  term 
were  trying  to  imply  that  this  unfortunaie 
man  had  been  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence, and  that  we  were  using  the  term  as 
a  means  of  shielding  the  Commonwealth 
from  making  a  jusi  contributian  to  his 
widow.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
here  when  the  term  was  used. 

Senator  Cleuons. — I  inferred  that 
from  what  I  heard. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  assure  the  honor- 
able senator  that  the  term  was  not  used 
in  that  spnse,  but  with  a  view  to  showing 
that  if  the  Commtmwealth  itself — the  em- 
ployer— had  been  guilty  of  contributwy 
negligence  there  would  have  been  a  just 
and  honest  claim  for  a  larger  ccrapensation 
than  might  otherwise  have  been  looked  for. 
What  was  said  was  spdcen  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  the  widow  of  the  imfiortunate 
man,  and  certainly  not  with  any  desire  to 
shield  the  Commcxiwealth,  or  other  em- 
ployer, if  such  negligence  were  shown  to 
exist.  The  whole  discussion  rested  oti  an 
interjection  by  Senator  Henderson,  who 
pointed  out  that  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  applied  whether  there  was  negli- 
gence on  either  side  or  not ;  but  that  out- 
side that'  Act  a  claim  for  contributory 
nef^ligence  might  be  put  in.  It  is  that 
which  caused  me  to  raise  the  question,  be- 
cause I  say  unhesitatingly  that  if  this  man 
met  his  death  because  of  any  inccKnpetence 
on  the  part  of  men  sent  out  by  a  public 
Department,  there  was  contributorv  negli- 
gence  on  the  part    , ,1^,  lig^ef^fe  and 
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the  widow  might  have  looked  for  a  much 
larger  sum  than  any  which  has  been  men- 
tioned in  this  chamber  to-night. 

Senator  Best. — And  probably  would 
have  had  a  legal  right  to  it. 

Senator  MILLEX.— Exactly.  I  trust  that, 
the  day  is  far  distant  when  the  Common- 
wealth will  force  any  widow  of  a  deceased 
public  servant  to  go  to  the  Law  Courts  to 
get  compensatiOTi  to  which  she  is  entitled. 
I  hope  that  Senator  demons  will  accept 
my  assurance  that  I  had  not  the  slightest 
de^re  to  shield  the  Cwranonwealth  from 
any  obligaticxi,  legal  oi  mwal,  that  rests 
upon  it. 

Senator  HENDERSON  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.35]. — When  speakmg  previously 
on  this  matter,  1  had  not  before  me  the 
whcde  of  the  facts  COTinected  with  the  posi- 
tion I  wish  to  put  befwe  honorable  sena- 
tors, and  it  is  only  fair  that  I  should  now 
point  out  what  the  position  of  the  widow 
would  be  under  the  operation  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  so  that  honorable 
senators  mav  farm  a  avrect  judgment.  A 
claim  may  be  made  for  three  years'  wages. 
That  amount  may  be  granted  by  the  Court, 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  cer- 
tain sum  fcMT  law  costs  in  the  case  is  de- 
ducted. If.  for  instance,  a  widow  was 
entitled  to  a  sum  of  ^^450-  costs 
amounting  to,  perhaps, 
would  be  deducted  from  the  total,  and  the 
balance  would  be  handed  to  the  widow. 

Senator  Clucons. — But  the  Government 
would  deduct  that  because  ther  would  have 
to  pay  it  to  some  one  else.  There  is  no 
ana1<^  in  this  case. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  was  going 
to  make  that  point.  I  have  been  referring 
toca.<%s  in  which  a  law  suit  is  involved,  and 
whilst  the  nnmey  is  taken  from  the  widow 
it  is  paid  to  persons  who  have  rendered  ser- 
vice in  the  effort  to  obtain  for  her  what  she 
is  entitled  to.  In  this  case  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  law  costs,  btif  I  do  not  think  that 
should  alter  the  position  very  much. 

Senator  Best. — Yes.  As  the  Govern- 
ment deny  all  liabilitv  if  the  widow  desired 
to  recover,  she  would  have  to  ccanmence  an 
action  which  tlw  Government  would  resist, 
and  then  law  costs  would  be  involved. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— But  the  Go- 
vernment would  still  have  to  pay  over  the 
full  amount.  The  onlv  difference  would 
be  that  in  one  case  the  full  amount  would 
be  paid  to  two  people  and  in  the  other  only 
to  one.    In  (Xie  case  Ae  full  amount  would 


be  paid  to  the  widow,  and  in  the  other  the 
Government  would  pav  her  the  full  amount 
minus  the  amount  of  the  law  costs,  but  they 
would  still  be  called  upcm  to  pay  the  full 
amount  all  the  same. 

Senator  Best.— Does  not  the  "honorable 
senator  see  that  there  would  be  law  co^s  in 
this  case  because  the  Government  deny  all 
liability. 

Senator  HENDERSON.— I  sincerely 
trust  that  the  Government  and  Parliament 
will  see  their  way  to  deal  at  least  as  gene- 
rously with  this  widow  as  she  might  expect 
to  be  dealt  with  if  she  made  a  claim  imder 
a  Workmen's  C(Hnpensation  Act. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
[9.40]. — It  seems  to  me  that  the  sum  set 
down  in  this  case  is  totally  inadequate.  It 
has  struck  me  that  whilst  there  might  be 
some  justification  for  a  denial  of  liabilitv 
by  the  Government,  cxi  the  ground  that  Wil- 
son was  not  a  junior  officer  but  an  experi- 
enced man  aware  of  the  risks  of  his  calling, 
it  should  still  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  oc- 
cupied a  respondble  position,  and  we  have 
in  these  days  reached  a  stage  when  it  has 
become  recognised  as  a  duty  of  those  carry- 
ing on  industries  to  maintain  maimed  ser- 
vants and  to  provide  for  the  widow  and 
children  of  one  whose  death  has  been  due 
to  the  f.ict  that  he  has  had  to  follow  a  dan- 
gerous occupation.  I  think  it  remarkable 
that  a  sum  of  ;^200  should  be  proposed  in 
this  case.  I  have  heard  Federal  statesmen, 
amongst  others,  say  that  every  adult  is 
worth  ;^300  to  the  State  in  which  be  hap- 
pens to  live,  and  althouj^  this  man  lost  his 
life  in  the  employment  of  the  Common- 
wealth, it  is  assumed  that  his  life  was  worth 
to  his  widow  onlv  two-thirds  of  what 
it  would  be  worth  to  the  State  in 
which  he  resided.  We  are,  however,  not 
laying  down  general  principles  but  dealing 
with  individual  cases,  and  we  have  to  con- 
sider what  is  the  best  we  can  do  for  the 
widow  of  the  man  Wilson.  I  am  glad  to 
learn  that  the  Post  and  TelegrapTi  Depart- 
ment has  secured  suitable  occupation  for 
her.  It  is  probable  that  other  honorable 
senators  have  more  experience  of  cases  of 
this  kind  than  I  have,  but  I  have  known  of 
cases  where  charitablv  disposed  people 
have  interested  themselves  on  behalf  of  a 
widow,  and  as  a  result  have  handed  over 
to  her  a  lump  sum.  which  has  been  devoted 
to  the  purchase  of  a  business.  A  widow 
left  with  children  is  greatiy  hamoered,  and 
being  without  business/experienoe  and  findr 
ing  competitiaeig'1l«^>lQeaV@§J»  not  been 
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long  before  widows  who  have  been  assisted 
in  this  way  have  found  themselves  in  a 
worse  position  than  they  were  in  before  they 
received  such  assistance.  Rather  than  that 
the  CommOTiwealth  should  give  this  widow  a 
lump  sum,  and  then  be  free  of  all  liability, 
it  would,  I  think,  be  better  that  she  should 
be  given  a  little  less  and  that  the  Ctnnmon- 
wealth  Government  should  take  upai  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  providing  her 
with  some  suitable  occupation. 

Senator  Best. — They  have  done  so. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  am  aware 
of  that,  but  I  should  like  to  feel  that  it 
would  not  be  considered  that  the  Comm<Mi- 
wealth  would  be  clear  of  all  responsibilitv 
by  voting  under  this  Bill  a  lump  sum  that 
might  be  considered  adequate. 

Senator  Millen. — Governments  do  not 
often  turn  widows  out  of  employment. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL.— I  hope  the 
day  will  never  come  when  they  will  do 
sa  There  should  always  be  room  in  a 
large  Government  department  for  the  em- 
ployment of  a  person  in  the  unfortunate 
position  of  the  widow  in  this  case.  I  trust 
that  the  proposed  gratuity  will  be  in- 
creased to  some  extent,  but  not  to  such 
an  extent  as  would  be  considered  sufficient 
to  free  the  Commonwealth  Government 
from  the  responsibility  of  providing  this 
widow  with  suitable  occupatuxi. 

Senator  TRENWITH  (Victoria)  [9.43]. 
— This  is  a  remarkably  awkward  positicMi 
for  the  Committee  to  be  placed  in,  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  emphasize  the  wisdom  of 
Senator  Pearce's  suggestion  that  we  should 
deal  with  these  matters  in  some  compre- 
hensive way  on  general  lines.  We  are 
here  dealing  with  a  very  hard  case.  Sena- 
tor Stewart's  proposal  seems  to  imply  that 
it  would  be  well  to  adopt  the  lines  of  a 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  which  would 
provide  compensatiwi  to  the  extent  of  three 
years'  wages,  with  freedom  from  all  fur- 
ther responsibility.  I  think  that  in  this 
case  something  very  much  better  has 
been  done.  We  are  not  dealing  with  gen- 
eral principles,  but  with  a  special  case, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Government 
have  dealt  with  it  in  a  far  more  satisfac- 
tory way  than  that  which  has  been  Inuded. 
and  which  we  have  l)een  asked  to  follow, 
of  paying  comfiensation  to  the  extent  of 
three  years'  wapes,  and  then  washing  our 
hands  of  all  further  responsibilitv.  I 
feel  that  if  we  were  dealing  with  the 
questicNi  of  the  amount  of  compensatiwi 
whidi  should  be  given  in  such  a  case  in 


the  form  of  a  lump  sum,  two  or  three 
years'  wages  would  be  a  very  inadequate 
provision.  I  remember  that  I  once  suc- 
ceeded in  embodying  in  a  Bill  the  prin- 
ciple that  at  least  three  years'  wages 
should  be  gi\'en  in  case  of  death,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  suggested  three  years' 
wages  as  the  amount  of  compensation  be- 
cause I  knew  the  difficulty  of  securing 
anything  at  all.  Still,  I  believe  that  five 
or  even  six  years'  wages  in  this  case  would 
not  be  as  ample  a  provision  as  that  which 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  has 
made.  It  has  made  it  its  business  to  find 
employment  of  a  suitable  character  for  this 
unfortunate  widow,  and  we  know  that,  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  public  em- 
ployment, it  will  be  permanent  so  long  as 
she  exerts  herself  to  do  her  duty.  She 
and  her  family  are,  therefore,  so  far'  as 
the  Commonwealth  is  cMicerned,  perman- 
entlv  provided .  for,  and  in  addition  to  that 
it  is  proposed  that  she  should  be  given  a 
lump  sum  of  £200.  I  am  sure  that 
Senator  Stewart  would  like  to  know  that 
every  unfortunate  widow  was  as  well 
provided  for.  I  shall  vote  foe  the  Go- 
vernment proposal. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[9.44]. — Before  the  request  goes  to  a  vote 
1  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  with 
reference  to  the  argument  used  by  Senator 
Trenwith.  He  bases  his  support  of  the 
Government  proposal  on  the  ground  that 
they  have  practically  provided  for  the 
widow  and  family  of  this  man  Wils(»i.  In 
moving  my  request  I  took  that  into  cot- 
sideration  just  as  fuliv  as  Senator  Tren- 
with has  done.  Rut  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Government  are  not  doing  any- 
thing by  way  of  charity  for  this  widow. 
If  she  is  filling  a  position  in  the  postal  ser- 
vice for  which  she  is  receiving  ;^iio  per 
year,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  she  is 
earning  the  money,  and  is  entitled  to 
receive  it  without  any  stigma  of  charity 
being  attached  to  her.  I  am  very  glad  to 
know  that  the  Government  have  provided 
for  this  woman  to  that  extent,  and 
I  hope  they  will  continue  that  provision, 
whether  my  request  be  carried  or  not. 
But  I  think  that  in  the  case  of  a  woman 
who  has  been  deprived  of  her  husband, 
even  if  she  be  assuretl  any  work  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years,  ;^^2oo  is  not 
sufficient  compensation.  I  hope  that  my 
request  will  he  carried. 

Request  negatived. 

Paragraph  agreed  to.  nr^r^r*I<^ 
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To  widow  of  S.  Bnmettt  formerly  Tele- 
graph Lineman,  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral's Dcpartmeot,  New  South  Wales  j^soo 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.46]. — On 
the  iith  November,  1902,  Mr.  Burnett 
was  killed  on  the  railway  line  whilst  re- 
turtiing  to  Armidale  on  a  railway  tricvcle 
after  attending  to  some  work  on  his  sec- 
tion. He  was  not  a  omtributor  to  the 
New  South  Wales  Superannuaticm  Fund. 
His  widow  wrote  intimating  that  he  had 
left  her  with  four  children  ill-provided 
for,  and  asked  for  pecuniary  relief.  The 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  re- 
commended that  an  amount  of  compensa- 
tiwi  be  allowed,  and  on  the  19th  January, 
1903,  the  Postmaster- General  approved  of 
that  course  being  adopted,  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  South  Wales  being  asked  to 
concur  in  the  payment  of  the  amount.  The 
Premier  of  that  State,  however,  protested 
against  the  ^proposed  payment  being  made 
,  solelv  at  its  expense. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [9.47]. 
— I  desire  to  ask  whether  anything  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  providing 
ployment  for  this  widow,  because  it  is  de- 
sirable to  know  if  the  Government  are  dO: 
ing  the  same  thing  in  all  cases? 

Senator  Best. — I  believe  not. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  W.  R.  Child,  formerly 
Sorter,  Postmaster-Genera  I's  De- 
(Hirtment,  New  South  Walet      ...  £137 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.48].-— 
Whilst  on  sick  leave^  on  the  14th  March, 
1905,  Mr.  Child,  who  had  not  at- 
tained the  age  of  sixty  years,  ap- 
plied to  be  retired  from  the  service  on 
account  of  ill-health,  but  before  the 
necessary  Executive  authority  could  be 
obtained,  he  died,  and  the  Government 
of  New  South  Wales  declined,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  consent  to  the  payment 
of  a  gratuity  to  his  representative.  Had 
Mr.  Child  been  retired  as  desired,  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  gratuity 
amounting  to  jfji6  7s.  3d.  He  was  not 
a  contributor  lo  the  New  South  Wales 
Superannuation  Fund.  If  a  meeting  of 
the  Cwnmonwealth  Executive  had  been 
held,  and  the  jesignation  accepted  before 
he  died,  his  widow  would  have  been  legally 
entitled  to  the  gratuity.  It  would  then 
have  been  charged  as  transferred  expendi- 
ture to  New  South  Wales.  But  the  New 
South  Wales  law  and  practice  prior  to 


Federation  did  not  allow  of  a  gratuity  be- 
ing given  unless  the  Executive  had  actually 
retired  the  officer.  It  was  held  that  he 
could  not  be  retired  after  his  decease 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  G.  H.  Chapman,  formerly 
Telegraphist,  Poitraaster-Geaeral's 
Department,  New  South  Wales  ...  £^97 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  —  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.49]. — On 
the  Z4th  June,  1901,  Mr.  Chapman  ap- 
plied to  be  allowed  to  retire  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  This  application 
was  approved  by  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral on  the  ist  July,  1901,  but  Mr. 
Chapman  had  died  on  the  28th  June. 
The  widow  applied  for '  payment  fo  her 
of  the  gratuity  which  would  have  been 
payable  to  her  husband  had  be  been  retired 
as  proposed.  He  was  an  ex-contributor 
to  the  New  South  Wales  Superannuaticm 
Fund,  and  cwisequently  the  amount  con- 
tributed by  him  to  that  fund,  plus  interest 
— jf,i22  i8s.  4d. — was  refunded  to  his  re- 
presentative. Had  he  been  retired  in  due 
course  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  a 
gratuity  of  £2^6  15s.  6d.,  in  additiwi  to 
the  amount  of  his  contributions  to  the 
fund. 

Senator  Millen. — That  contribution  was 
made  by  New  South  Waleg. 
Senator  BEST.— Yes. 
Paragraph  agreed  to. 

To  widow  of  J.  Clarke,  formerly  Inland 
Mail    Cleric,  Postmaster-General's 
Department,  New  South  Wales   ...  £i'9 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  ~Vice-Presi- 
derit  of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.50]. — 
This  is  another  case  of  a  gratuity  in  lieu 
of  six  months'  pay.  Mr.  Clarke  died  on 
18. h  October,  1906.  He  reached  the  age 
of  sixty  years  on  the  i7tiii  August,  1906, 
and  on  the  27th  September  stated  that  he 
desired  to  be-  retired,  and  asked  for  six 
months'  leare  on  full  pay.  Owing  to  the 
large  amount  of  work  In  progress  at  the 
General  Post  Office,  Sydney,  in  connexion 
with  the  annual  mail  'renders,  he  agreed 
to  ctmtinue  duty  until  the  inland  contracts 
came  into  operation,  about  the  middle  of 
January,  1907.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  ctMtiributor  to  the  New  South 
Wales  Superannuation  Fund,  and  had  he 
been  retired,  he  would  have  been  entitled 
to  a  pension.  No  gratuity,  or  refund  of 
his  oxitributions  to  that  fund,  was  payable 
to  his  representative. 

Paragraph  ^|r^,t^oOgIe 
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To  widow  of  T.  Martin,  formerly  Tele- 
graphist, Postmaster- General's  De- 
partment, Queensland      ...  ...  £500 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9-50- — 
It  is  ^ated  that  Mr.  Martin  died  after 
<»ie,  day's  illness.  The  claim  is  made  on 
the  ground  that  he  contracted  plague  in 
the  Chief  Telegraph  OflSce,  Brisbane.  In- 
quiry was  ma.(&,  and,  as  the  health  officer 
at  Brisbane  stated  that  in  his  opinion  Mr. 
Martin  must  have  contracted  plague  in 
that  office,  the  Postmaster-General  ap- 
proved that  a  gratuity  should  be  provided 
for  his  widow  and  family.  The  Deput\' 
Postmaster-General,  Brisbane,  reported  thrft 
he  understood  that  Mrs.  Mastin  had  five 
young  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  and  that  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tirai  which  would  therefore  be  payable  on 
the  basis  which  \k  had  been  af^mived  to 
adopt  in  such  cases,  was  ;^500. 

Paragraph  agreed  to. 
Clause  agreed  to. 
Postponed  clause  i — 

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Officers  Com- 
pensation Act  1907. 

Senator  TURLEY  (Queensland)  [9.52].' 
— Senator  Pulsford  has-  pointed  out  that 
the  mird  "  Compensation  "  is  not  suitably 
used  in  the  short  title  of  this  Biil.  I 
think  that  the'  Minister  has  proved  con- 
clusively in  every  case  that  the  Common- 
wealth is  under  no  legal  liability,  and 
therefore  a  correct  title  should  be  adopted. 
That  we  have  been  granting  gratuities 
is  borne  out  by  the  recoounendations  of  the 
heads  of  the  D^artments  and  the  Post- 
master-General. In  each  case  the  pro- 
posed pa)-ment  is  referred  to  in  ofiictal 
papNs  as  a  gratuity,  and  therefore  it  is 
only  fair  to  use  that  word  in  the  ^ort 
title.     I  move — 

That  the  word  "Compensation"  be  left  out, 
with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word 
"  Gratuity." 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.55]^ — 
I  suggest  to  my  honorable  friend  that 
there  is  reailv  not  very  much  in  a  word. 
If  any  alteration  is  made  in  the  Bill  it 
will  InTOK-e  delay.  To  begin  with,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  could  not  bs 
adopted  to-night,  and  our  amendment 
would  have  to  be  approved  elsewhere.  If 
we  listened  to  the  suggestion  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  it  would  be  rjecessary  to  use 
the  phrase  "Officers'  Widows  and  Repre- 
mtatives  Gratuities  Act  1908."    The  pre- 


sent short  title  is  compiehensive,  and  I 
think  meets  'the  situation. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Title. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[9.56]. — For  the  reason  which  the  Minister 
has  just  given,  I  do  not  prc^iose  to  niove 
an  amendment  in  ttte  long  titld  of  the 
Bill,  but  I  cannot  refrain  frwn  drawing 
attention  to  its  ertremely  unsatisfactory 
wording.    It  is — 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  compensation  to  be  paid 
on  retirement  or  on  decease  of  certain  ofifoen 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  retirement  has  already  taken  place, 

and  the  cheers  unfortunately  are  dead. 

Senator  Keating. — Not  in  all  cases. 

Senator  MILLEN.— The  long  title  is 
wcffded  as  if  the  retirement  were  to  take 
plac%  in  the  future,  and  as  if  the  money 
woe  to  be  paid  on  a  death  taking  place  in 
the  future.  I  suggest  for  the  oxisidera- 
tion  of'  the  draftsman  that  it  would  have 
been  better  if  he  had  used  the  following 
long  title — 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  compensation  for  certain 
retired  officer!  and  the  widows  of  certain  de- 
ceased officers. 

Title  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  amendment. 
Report  adopted. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.58]. — 
Owing  to  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff 
this  Bill  has  been  standing  on  the  notice- 
paper  sinoe  the  22nd  January,  and  as  there 
is  almost  unanimity  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  these  amounts,  may  I  suggest  that 
the  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  me  to  move  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  to-night? 

Senator  Clemons. — Will  that  expedite 
the  payment  of  the  money  to  a  single  per- 
son? 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  the  object. 

Senator  Clemons. — Will  the  honorable 
senator  assure  me  that  if  we  do  not  sus- 
pend the  Standing  Orders  there  will  be  any 
delay  in  that  regard  ? 

Senator  BEST. — If  we  do  not  suspend 
the  Standing  Orders  to-night  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill  will  be  made  an  order 
of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

Senator  Clehons. — I  am  not  conoemed 
with  ,  that,  but  with  the  payment  to  thrae 
persons.  Would  that  deiaj- ^Itw  the  desti- 
nation of  the  mone^i?zedbyCiOOgle 
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Senator  BEST.— I  should  think  that  if 
we  read  the  Bill  a  third  time  to-night  it 
would  expedite  the  payment  of  the  motiey. 
Mcveover,  I  am  reminded  by  my  h<xx>rable 
o^league  that  the  GoverncM--Genieral  will  be 
leaving  Melbomne  oa  Saturday  next. 

Senator  Clemons.  —  Those  are  good 
grounds  for  asking  for  a  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders^  but  nothing  else  said  was. 
Under  other  circumstances  I  should  object 
to  their  suspensbn. 

Moticm  (by  Senatcv  Best)  agreed  to. 

That  the  Standing  Orden  be  stttpe&ded  to 
enable  tbe  Bill  to  pau  thnragh  it^  remaining 
stage  withoat  delay. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

AUSTRALIAN  INDUSTRIES 
PRESERVATION  BILL. 

/n  CcmmiiUf  (Consideration  of  House 
of  Representatives'  amendments) : 

Clause  4 — 

15B.  (i.)  If  the  Comptroller-Gcoeral  believes 
that  an  offence  has  been  committed  against  this 
Part  of  this  Act,  be  may  by  writing  under  his 
hand  require  any  person  whom  he  belieres  to  be 
Capable  of  giving  any  information  in  relation 
to  the  alleged  offence  to  answer  questions  and 
to  produce  documents  to  hfan  or  to  some  person 
named  by  him. 


H&us€  of  RefresenUUive^  Amendments. — ^After 
"  Act "  insert  **  or  if  a  complaint  has  been  made 
.in  writing  to  the  ComptroIIer-Geaeral  that  an 
offence  has  been  committed  against  this  Part  of 
tbis  Act  and  the  Comptrollcr-Geoeral  believes 
that  the  offence  has  been  committed " ;  after 
**him"  line  8,  insert  "in  relation  to  the  alleged 
ofience." 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.2]. — 
Tbe  first  of  these  is  a  verbal  amendment, 
the  object  of  whidi  is  evidently  to  provide 
tiiat  in  the  evoit  of  a  complaint  being 
made,  it  shall  be  put  into  writing. 

SenatOT  Millen. — The  amendment  does 
not  make  it  compulscwy  to  put  the  com- 
plaint in  writing.  It  is  quite  optional ; 
but,  if  the  ctxnplaint  is  made  in  writing, 
then  certain  things  shall  be  done. 

Senator  BEST.— By  the  first  part  of  the 
proposed  new  section,  if  the  C^ptroller- 
General  believes  that  an  offence  has  been 
committed,  he  may  act  of  his  own  volition, 
and  then,  by  the  amendment  of  another 
place,  if  a  oxnplaint  has  been  made  in 
writing  that  an  offence  has  been  com- 
mitted, ami  he  believes  that  it  has  been 
committed,  he  may  act.  . 


Senator  Millen. — There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  a  verbal  complaint  being  made,  be- 
cause then  the  Comptroller-General  can 
take  action  under  the  first  provision. 

Senator  BEST.  —  The  Comptroller- 
General  may  get  his  information  frc»n  cnie 
source  or  the  other,  but  the  words  which 
are  inserted  are  

SenatOT  Clemons. — Surplusage. 

Senator  BEST.— They  are  pureiv  of  a 
surplus  dkaracter.  They  certainly  do  not 
make  the  clause  any  worse.    I  move — 

That  the  amendments  be  agreed  to. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.5]. 
— The  Minister  said  that  the  first  amend- 
ment means  nothing,  or,  if  he  did  n(rt  say  it, 
he  ought  to  have  said  it.  But  it  means  some- 
thirtg  to  the  Senate  if  we  accept  it.  It  is 
really  a  cin-iosity  in  legislatiwi.  I  do  hot 
suppCBe  that  we  have  ever  had  such  an  in- 
stance. The  clause  provided  originally 
that  if  the  Comptroller-General  believed 
that  an  offence  had  been  ccMnmitted.  he 
might  do  certain  things.  The  other  place 
add  that  if  a  complaint  has  been  made  in 
writing  to  the  Comptndler-General  that  an 
offence  has  been  committed,  and  he  believes 
that  it  has  been  committed,  he  may  do 
exactly  the  same  thing.  The  amendment 
is  an  absolirte  farce.  In  the  interests  of 
decent  draftsmanship,  we  should  not  allow 
such  rubbish  to  be  put  into  an  Act.  I  do 
not  know  who  the  author  of  the  amend- 
n»ent  is,  but  it  is  sheer  unadulterated  rub- 
bish. It  is  adding  to  the.  Bill  so  many 
words  without  modifying  or  altering  one 
jot  or  tittle  of  its  original  meaning.  Does 
not  the  Minister  agree  with  what  I  am 
saying  ? 

Senator  Best.— It  is  the  amendment 
from  another  place. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— Does  the  Mini.?- 
ter  ask  us  to  accept  it? 

Senator  Best. — There  is  no  harm  in  it. 
Senator  CLEMONS.— Surely  we  have 
more  interest  in  decent  legislation  than  to 
be  ccHitent  with  the  plea  that  there  is  no 
harm  in  it.  The  thing  is  farcical  beyond 
credibility.  Why  put  such  stuff  into  an 
Act  simply  because  it  comes  from  another 
place?  We  are  not  perfect,  but  no  honor- 
able serutor  could  possibly  have  moved 
sudi  an  amendment.  If  it  had  been 
moved,  it  would  have  been  laughed  out  be- 
fore the  last  word  was  entmciated.  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  leave  the  Bill  in  a 
decent  fom. 

Motion  agreed  ta 
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SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-  Presi 
dent  of  the  Executive  Council)  [lo.io]. — I 
move — 

Thftt  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
3.30  p.m.  on  Wednesday  nest. 

We  have  made  excellent  progress,  and  I 
have  assurances  thati  another  place  will 
have  finished  the  Estimates  by  Tuesday 
next.  We  shall  then  be  in  a  position  to 
proceed  with  them  at  once  when  we  meet 
on  Wednesday.  I  propose,  by  leave,  to 
give  the  necessary  notice  to-night  to  enable 
the  sea>nd  reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  to  be  taken  fcvthwith  on  that  day. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South- 
Wales)  [lo.ii]. — In  view  of  the  Minister's 
statement,  we  may  now  take  it  for  granted 
that  his  attitude  and  remarks  this  after- 
noon about  desiring  to  get  a  little  time  for 
a  little  work  were  largely  bluff.  I  suppose 
that  that  is  now  patent  to  every  honorable 
senatOT. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania)  [10.12]. 
— In  the  e\'ent  of  the  Estimates  not  reach- 
ing us  in  time  for  consideration  on  Wed- 
nesday, will  the  Minister  be  prepared  with 
business  for  the  Senate  to  go  on  with  ? 
Senators  from  distant  States  will  be  coming 
here  for  2.30  cm  Wednesday.  Are  there 
any  means  whereby  the  Minister  can  in- 
timate that  there  will  be  no  work  to  do. 
and  that  "t  will  not  be  necessary  for  them 
to  attend?  That  would  be  a  matter  of 
convenience  to  senators  who  have  to  travel. 
I  understand  that  the  Minister  is  relying 
on  the  Estimates  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
for  work  on  Wednesday. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[10.13]. — ^  disappointed  that  the  Min- 
ister has  seen  any  justification  for  sub- 
mitting the  motion,  as -I  was  in  hopes  that 
he  would  be  able  to  announce  that  another 
place  was  likely  to  finish  the  Estimates  to- 
morrow, and  that  we  could  go  on  with 
them  on  Tuesday.  I  gather  that  there  is 
some  doubt  of  that,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  Minister,  rather  than  ke^  honorable 
senators  idling  about,  has  proposed  an  ad- 
journment until  Wednesday.  He  gave  us 
as  full  an  assurance  as  any  Minister  can 
when  dealing  with  the  uncertain  and  ec- 
centric proceedings  of  a  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  Estimates  would  be  ready 
for  us  by  Wednesday.  I  assume  that  he 
is  satisfied  that  there  is  very  little  risk  that 
they  will  not  be.  If  they  are  not,  I  hope 
he  will  tell  us  that  we  shall  not  be  required 
to  go  on  with  anything  else,  for  I  do  not 


view  with  pleasure  the  prospect  of  taking 
any  fresh  or  serious  business  this  session. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.14]. — 
To  the  best  of  my  information,  the  Esti- 
mates are  likely  to  be  here  on  Tuesday.  I 
am  pretty  well  assured  that  that  is  so.  If 
they  are  here  on  the  Tuesday,  we  shall  be 
in  a  position  to  go  on  with  them  on  the 
Wednesday.  If  they  are  not  here  by  the 
Wednesday  morning,  it  will  be  too  late  for 
me  to  oHnmunicate  with  hcHiorable  sena- 
tors. Another  place  may  be  engaged  on 
them  until  midnight  on  Tuesday  in  order 
to  let  us  have  them  on  Wednesday. 

Senator  Clehons. — Unless  they  finish 
by  midnight  on  Tuesday  they  cannot  let 
us  have  them  by  Wednesday. 

Senator  BEST.— There  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not.  If  the  other  House 
finishes  with  them  by  that  time,  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  at- 
tempt to  communicate  with  honorable  sen- 
ators. At  present  the  ccwisi  deration  of  the 
Estimates  is  the  only  business  I  can  see 
before  me,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  them 
here  on  Wednesday. 

Questicm  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Suspension  of  Standing  Orders  : 
Absolitte  MAjoRrrv — Remounts  for 
India. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.16]. — 
I  move — 

That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  CLEMONS  (Tasmania) 
[10.16].— There  is  a  matter  I  wish  to  refer 
to  with  regard  to  the  procedure  this  even- 
ing and  the  validity  of  certain  work  we 
have  dcxK.  A  little  while  ago  there  was 
a  motion  without  notice  to  suspend  the 
Standing  Ordera' dealing,  of  course,  with 
a  subject  with  which  we  were  all  in  sym- 
pathy. The  President  declared  the  motion 
to  be  carried.  Standing  order  433  reads 
as  follows — 

Id  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  any  standing  or 
sessional  order  or  orders  of  the  Senate  may  be 
suspended  on  motion  duly  made  and  seconded 
without  notice;  piovtded  that  such  motion  u 
carried  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  senators. 

No  steps  were  taken  by  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  ascertain  whether  the  motion  was 
carried  by  an  absolute  majority  of  honor- 
able senators.  It  was  obvious  to  all  of  us 
that  there  were  not  ninetMQ  senators  in 
the  Chamber  at  tbt),j3SM*ydOOgle 
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Senator  Findley. — ^There  were. 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  is  obvious 
that  there  were  not,  but  further  than  that, 
if  there  were  nineteen  senators  present, 
the  President  did  not  ascertain  that  fact, 
CM-  declare  that  the  necessary  majority  was 
present  to  carry  the  motion.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  any  risk  of  the  work  being 
invalidated,  because  1  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  entry  the  Clerk  will  make  in 
the  Journals  of  the  Senate.  The  usual 
entry  is — 

And  tbere  being  an  abiolute  majority  oi  the 
senators    pretent,    the    motion    was  declared 

carried. 

I  venture  to  say  that  the  Clerk  will  hardly 
make  that  entry  at  his  own  risk.  I  would 
like  to  know  what  entry  will  be  made. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  would  point  out 
that  the  motion  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate, that  it  was  declared  carried,  and  that 
it  was  not  challenged  by  any  hcHiorable 
senator,  as  it  might  have  been  if  it  were 
considered  that  an  absolute  majoritv  of 
honorable  senators  was  not  present.  While 
it  has  been  customary  for  the  President  to 
say,  "  There  being  an  absolute  majority  of 
members  present,  the  motion  is  carried," 
that  forms  no  part  of  the  requirements  of 
the  standing  order.  The  order  makes  a 
certain  provision,  and  the  presumption  is 
that  the  statutory  number  of  members  were* 
jMCsent. 

Senator.  CLEMONS.— I  am  desirous  of 
knowing  whether  we  are  gtung  to  establish 
a  precedent  in  this  matter  or  not.  You 
have  indicated,  sir,  that  the  invari- 
able practice  is  for  the  President  to 
say,  "And  there  beine  an  absolute  ma- 
jcffitv  of  members  present,  I  declare  the 
motion  carried.*' 

Senator  Best. — You  do  not  say  that  is 
necessarj? 

Senator  CLEMONS.— It  is  necessary, 
for  the  reason  that  in  the  Senate  we 
follow  an  established  practice,  and 
our  established  practice  with  regard  to 
this  method  of  procedure  has  invariably 
been  for  the  President  to  say.  "  There 
being  an  absolute  majority  of  senators 
present,  I  declare  the  motion  carried."  If 
such  a  statement  is  not  made  by  the 
authority  of  the  presiding  officer,  where  is 
the  slightest  proof  that  we  have  cfflnpHed 
with  our  standing  order? 

The  PRESIDENT.— It  also  has  to  be 
bcKTie  in  mind  that  the  motim  was  sub- 
nutted  by  the  leave  of  the  Senate.  The 
Senate  gives  leave  to  submit  motions  when 


it  sees  fit,  and,  in  this  instance,  the  Sen- 
ate appeared  to  give  leave.  ,  The  matter 
having  been  allowed  to  pass  without  any 
challenge,  ev^  if  there  were  ground  for 
dtalloige  at  the  time,  is  in  itself  strong 
presumptive  evidence  that  the  Standing 
Orders  were  complied  with.  An  entry  will 
be  made  in  the  Journals  in  accordance  with 
the  facts,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge  there 
will  be  no  danger  of  anything  that  has  been 
done  to-night  being  challenged. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales). 
[to.  20]. — I  wish  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  seeking  some  information 
from  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council.  Some  little  time  ago  I  asked 
the  honorable  senator  to  make  inquiries 
with  regard  to  the  action  being  taken  by 
the  Government  in  connexion  with  a  trust 
or  combine  amongst  horse-breeders  being 
brought  about  by  a  circular  from  the  Re- 
mount Department  of  India.  I  would 
like  to  know  the  result  of  those  inquiries. 

Senator  Best. — A   telegram   has  been 
sent  to  the  Indian  'authorities.     I  would  • 
ask  the  honorable  senator  to  submit  the 
question  without    leave    on  Wednesday 
next. 

QuesticHi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  10.33  p.m. 


Piouse  of  Erpresrntattbrs. 

Thursday,  2  April,  ipo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m. 
and  read  prayers. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

Distribution  of  Plans  and  Booklets. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— There  has  re- 
cently been  circulated  among  honorable 
members  a  report  upon  the  Tooma  site,  in 
which  reference  is  made  to  a  plan  prepared 
by  Mr.  Chesterman,  which,  however,  does 
not  accompany  it.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  will  cause  it  to 
be  distributed  amongst  honorable  members. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  will  make  inquiries 
from  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs,  and 
whate\'»  information  it  possesses  shall  he 
made  available  to  honorable  members.  I 
hare  received  to-day  from  the  Premier  of 
New  South  ^\t^fi?e<?S?<5'©'^Ie^^*"'S 
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the  Canberra  site,  which  were  sent  in  res- 
praise  to  the  suggestum  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Illawarra. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Why  not  pass  them  round  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN,— They  will  be  distri- 
buted to-day. 

%.  JOSEPH  COOK— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  be  good  enough  to  intimate  to  the 
House  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  re- 
gard to  the  fixing  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— A  Bill  dealing  with 
the  Seat  of  Govemmait  has  been  on  the 
table  for  mcmths,  and  the  proposing  of 
amendments  in  it  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Has  the  covering 
message  been  received? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes. 

Later — 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  find  that  the 
message  rerommends  an  appropriation  for 
expenditure  in  respect  of  a  site  in  the 
■  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety,  making  it  im- 
possible for  Parliament  to  vote  mtxiey  for 
another  site.  Will  the  Prime  Minister  deal 
with  that  difficulty  before  we  get  into  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bill?  The  resolution  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bill  reads — 

That  it  is  expedient  that  an  appropriation  of 
money  be  made  for  the  purposes  of  a  Bill  for 
an  Act  to  determine  more  definitely  the  Seat  of 
Government  in  the  neighbourhooci  of  Dalgety 
and  the  territory  there  within  which  it  stall  be, 
and  to  provide  for  the  grant  to  and  -acceptance 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  the  territory,  and  to 
provide  for  other  matters  in  relation  thereto. 

I  fail,  therefore,  to  see  how  in  Cnnmittee 
we  can  discuss  any  other  site 

Mr.  DEAKIN.^— On  the  proposal  to  omit 
certain  words  conveying  the  instruction  of 
the  House,  an  opinion  can  be  expressed 
that  some  other  site  should  be  chosen,  and 
then  the  steps  necessary  to  another  selection 
will  be  taken.  I  have  consulted  the  At- 
torney-General on  the  point,  and  he  says 
that  the  omission  of  those  words  would  re- 
quire the  Bill  to  be  set  aside,  and  leave  the 
field  open  for  the  selection  of  another  site. 

-Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— With  all  respect 
to  the  Attorney-General,  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  within  his  functi<wis  to  express  an 
opinion  on  a  question  of  Parliamentary  pro- 
cedure. Will  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me 
to  ask  you  a  question  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter, which  is  befwe  Parliament,  though  not 
immediately  befwe  the  House?  I  wish  to 
know  in  what  posititm  we  stand  in  regard 
to  the  message,  and  its  effect  on  the 
Bill.  ' 


Mr.  DEAKIN.— May  I  answer  the 
questnn,  subject  to  correction  by  Mr. 
Speaker?  The  Bill  and  its  covering  mes- 
sage tmdoubtedly  relate  to  Dalgety  only ; 
but  the  opinion  of  the  House  can  be  ascer- 
tained on  a  moti(Mi  to  omit  certain  words, 
implying  that  Dalgety  is  not  acceptable. 
If  such  a  motion  were  carried,  the  Bill 
would  be  laid  aside, '  and  we  should  have 
to  begin  de  novo.  The  consideration  of 
the  measure  is,  however,  the  first  step  that 
must  be  taken,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Par- 
liament has  already  chosen  Dalgety.  The 
Bill  was  introduced  as  a  Government  mea- 
sure, but  Ministers  will  vote  in  regard  to  it 
according  to  their  opini(His. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Is  there  any  reason  why 
another  message,  making  no  mention  of  Dal- 
gety, should  not  be  brought  down? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  can  be  done  if 
Dalgety  is  rejected. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  a  question  with- 
(Mit  notice.  In  view  of  the  fact  tliat  the 
hmorable  ^ntleman  has  annoiaiced  that 
next  week  we  shall  deal  with  the  questicxi 
of  the  Capital  Site,  I  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther he  has  any  photographs  or  pictures  of 
Dalgety,  showing  thp  immortal  Snowy 
River,  the  heights  of  Kosciusco,  and  the 
peaks  covered  with  perpetual  snow,  so  that 
we  can  see  these  features  when  forming  an 
opinion  of  the  beauties  of  the  situation? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  do  not  know  whether 
any  illustrations  can  e(jual  the  honorable 
member's  vivid  descriptions,  but  whate\-er 
we  possess  shall  be  placed  at  his  disposal. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— With  reference  to  the 
question  put  by  the  honcarable  member  for 
Darwin,  I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
wh€?ther,  if  such  photographs  are  avail- 
able, he  will  see  that  the  boulders  are 
shown,  instead  of  their  being  turned  into 
beautiful  shrubs  and.  trees,  as  was  dcme 
on  scHne  ^Ktstcards  issued  with  reference  to 
this  particular  Capital  Site. 

»Mr.  MATHEWS.- 1  should  Jike  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister,  without  notice, 
whether  before  we  go  into  the  quesfclon  of 
the  Federal  Capital  Site,  he  will  obtain 
information  with  regard  to  water  conser- 
vation, and  as  to  whether  we  shall  have  to 
adc^t  a  gravitation  or  a  pumping  scheme 
at  Tooma? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— If  there  is  any  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Full  narticulars  are 
cootained  in  Mr.  (StjoatecipJuriO^^if 
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SUPREME  COURTS  :  RECIPROCITY. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Has  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter noticed  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  King's 
Counsel  of  the  Victorian  Bar,  in  asking  for 
adraissuxi  to  the  New  South  Wales  Bar  a 
day  or  two  ago,  had  to  rely  cm  his  English, 
and  not  upon  his  Victorian  qualification  ?  If 
so,  does  he  not  think  Aat,  having  regard 
to  what  should  be  Federal  redprocit}',  such 
a  state  of  affairs  is  anomalous  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN*.— I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  profitable  to  discuss  what  Federal  recip- 
rocity ezrsts  between  the  States,  but  under- 
stand that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  reciprocity 
between  the  Supreme  Courts  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria  does  not  at  present 
exist 

PRIVILEGE.— SELECT  COMMIifTEE 
UPON  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  desire  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  or  not  the 
Select  Committee  on  Parliamentary  Privi- 
leges, to  the  appmntment  of  which  this 
House  agreed  yesterday,  will  inwstigate 
the  specific  charge  made  by  the  Sydney 
/iuUeiin  that  certain  members  of  this  Par- 
liament receiyed  ^^10,000  from  the  Stan- 
dard Oil  Company  for  voting  tor  free  oil, 
and  also  whether  it  mil  also  inquire  into  the 
<X)rrectness  or  otherwise  of  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Beate  in  a  circular  issued  by 
him  that  certain  firms  subscribed  certain 
sums  to  enable  lobbyists  to  influence  the 
votes  of  members  during  the  Tariff  debate  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN'.  —  It  was  generally 
agreed,  when  the  question  was  considered 
by  the  House,  that  the  present  method  of 
ctealing  with  such  libels  was  inade- 
quate. A  new  method  is  to  be  substituted. 
The  Committee,  which  will  consist  of  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  will  recommend  a 
simpler  and  more  expeditious  way  of  deal- 
ing with  offences  of  the  diaracter  named. 
As  I  have  already  said  on  two  occasions, 
there  will  be  no  objection,  if  the  House 
^inks  it  necessary,  to  refer  the  cases  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member,  or  any 
others,  to  the  Committee  for  inquir>'. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Whilst  recognising  *he 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  such  offences  under 
the  exi^ng  system,  I  would  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether,  in  view  of  the  very  seri- 
ous imputation  upon  every  member  of 
tfiis  Parliament,  he  could  not  directly  re- 
quest the  editor  of  the  Sydney  Bulleiin  and 
Mr.  Beale  to  furnish  more  definite  infonna- 
tkm  as  to  ^  charges  made  by  diem? 


Mr.  DEAKIN. — ^The  paragraph  in  the 
Bulletin  was  brought  under  notice  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Manufacturers'  Assoda- 
tion  of  New  South  Wales.  I  asked  that 
further  particulars  be  obtained.  The  Sec- 
retary acknowledged  my  reply,  and  if 
my  recollection  serves  me  rightly,  led  us  to 
suppose  that  he  would  endeavour  to  take 
some  action.  We  have  received  no  fur- 
ther cmnmunication.  I  do  not  .  know 
that  the  Government  ought  to  put  questions 
to  particular  papers  or  individuals,  but  if  it 
is  desired  have  no  objectitm  to  asking  for 
further  infonnation. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Is  die  House 
to  understand  from  what  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter has  just  said  that  he  does  not  deem  it 
to  be  his  duty  as  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  action  specially  to  preserve 
the  reputation  of  the  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  already  stated 
diat  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  h<Miorable 
member  said  just  now  that  the  House,  if 
it  chose,  might  take  acticai. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
has  misunderstood  me.  I  have  stated,  on 
other  occasitHis,  that  our  reason  for  not 
availing  ourselves  of  the  existing  methods 
for  dealing  with  such  cases,  is  that  they  are 
utterly  inefficient.  What  I  now  say  is  that 
a  definite  complaint  having  been  made  to 
the  Government  some  weeks  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  paragraph  referred  to,  I  re- 
quested the  Secretary  of  die  Association 
malung  that  oomplaint  to  supply  us  with 
further  information,  and  that,  although  my 
recollection  is  that  we  were  led  to  infer 
that  the  Association  would  look  into  the 
matter,  we  have  had  no  further  cwnmuni- 
cation  from  it.  I  can  ask  Mr,  Beale  for 
anything  he  has  to  say  with  reference  to 
the  charges,  if  any,  contained  in  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— In  the  e\«nt 
of  the  Committee  recommending  a  proce- 
dure which  will  apply  only  to  future  cases, 
win  the  Prime  >IinisteT  object  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Commissi(Hi  to  thor- 
oughly investigate  the  charges  already 
made,  so  that  the  stigma  cast  upota  honOT- 
able  members  may  be  removed? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  the  Committee 
can  be  trusted  to  deal  with  this  question 
in  the  present  and  for  the  future,  so  far  as 
suggesting  to  this  House  the  proper  method 
of  procedure. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Prime 
Minister  inteni^tiztoby  iakOC^LOiction  in 
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regard  to  the  facts  alleged,  irrespective  of 
the  repOTt  of  a  Select  Committee,  or  any- 
thing else? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Docs  the  honorable 
member  mean  to  ask  whether  I  propose  to 
institute  an  inquiry  in  this  House*  as  to 
whether  there  is  any  foundation  for  the 
charge?  If  so,  my  reply  is  that  I  cer- 
tainly do  not.  I  cannot  believe  thai  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  allegations.  I  regard 
any  such  implications  as  absolutely  incred- 
ible. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — The  Prime  Min- 
ister is  CHily  shunting  the  questi<xi. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  not. 

Mr.  KELL\. — I  am  sure  every  hanat- 
able  member  will  agree  with  the  Prime 
Minister  in  regarding  as  incredible  the 
extraordinary  slanders  contained  in  the 
paragraphs  referred  to.  But  it  is  the  people 
outside  whom  we  desire  to  satisfy  that  the 
state  of  affairs  alleged  does  not  obtain. 
I  may  say,  further,  that  the  fact  that  this 
BulUt-tn  article  was  brought  under  the 
Prime  Minister's  notice  by  an  important 
body  like  the  Chamber  of  Manufactures 
of  New  South  Wales,  shows  that  these 
slanders  are  believed.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  people  think  there  is  something  in  the 
statements  that  have  been  made,  I  ask 
whether  the  Prime  Minister  will  investi- 
gate the  matter  for  himself,  or  ask  the 
House  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  do  so? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  hias  already  been 
pointed  out — thouj^  the  honorable  mem- 
ber made  a  new  suggestion  in  conclusion — 
that  we  are  practically  powerless  in  a  case 
of  this  kind  with  the  machinery  which 
Parliament  at  present  possesses.  I  am  now 
asked  whether  I  will  move  for  a  Committee 
ti!  make  inquiry  into  the  statements,  and 
without  any  expectation  of  results  say  that 
if  the  House  wishes  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Will  the  PrCme  Minister 
give  time  for  a  motion  for  appointment 
of  a  Select  C<»nmittee  or  Royal  Commis- 
sion* to  be  discussed? 

Mr.  ^JPEAKER.— There  is  a  propei 
way  to  ask  questions,  and  that  is  by  rising 
in  the  House  and  addressing  the  Chair. 
Further,  it  is  necessary  under  the  Standing 
Orders  that  no  honorable  member  should 
ask  two  OHisecutive  questions  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  honorable  members  who 
may  desire  to  ask  &  questim.  It  is  not 
proper  to  ask  questions  whila  seated,  and 
I  ask  h(xiorable  manbers  to  keep  to  the 
method  which  has  hitherto  been  cu&tom- 
atr. 


Mr.  Henry  Willis. — If  ao  honorable 
member  should  catch  your  eye,  sir,  would 
it  not  be  in  order  to  ask  the  question  ut- 
ting,  in  order  to  maintain  the  continuity 
of  the  infonnatton? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  in  order  to 
ask  questions  sitting  at  any  time,  nor  can 
I  guarantee  the  continuLty  of  questions — 
quite  the'  reverse.  The  Standing  Orders 
provide  that  no  honorable  menuier  may 
ask  two  questicMis  or  mom  in  succession 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  honorable  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  think  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  is  a  very  desirable  step; 
and  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  the 
duty  should  not  be  cast  on  that  Coinmittee 
of  inquiring  as  to  the  truth  oi  the  allega- 
tions that  have  teen  made?  Surely,  it 
ought  "to  be  possible  to  obtain  some  addi- 
tional information. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— Although  this  is  a 
slight  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  ap- 
pointment, the  suggestion,  if  there  is  to  be 
any  action,  is  an  excellent  (jae.  The  Com- 
mittee might  be  asked  to  do  as  suggested. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  received  the 
following  message  fron  the  Senate — 

The  Senate,  having  taken  into  consideration 
Message  No.  3)  of  the  House  of  Representativet, 
dated  ist  April,  190S,  acquaints  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  the  Senate  has  agreed  to 
the   following  resolutions 

1.  That  a  Select  Coinmittee  be  appointed, 

to  join  with  a  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  in- 
quire and  report  as  to  the  best  pro- 
cedure for  toe  trial  and  punishment 
of  persons  charged  with  the  inter- 
ference with,  or  breach  of,  the 
powers,  privileges,  or  immunities  of 
either  House  of  the  Parliament  or 
of  the  Members  or  Commrttees  of 
each  House. 

2.  That  the  Members  of  this  Senate  upm 

such  Committee  be  Senators  Colonel 
Neitd,  Henderson,  Turley,  and  Oiat- 
away ;  two  to  be  a  quorum. 

3.  That   siich   Committee   have   power  to 

send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records;  and  that  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Committee  be  held  in  the 
Senate  Committee-room  on  Wednes- 
day next,  the  8th  April,  at  half.post 
Ten  o'clock  a.m. 

4.  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  House 

of  Representatives  conveying  the 
above  resolutions. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Prime  Minister,  in 
reply '  to  the  houOTabte  member  for  Koo- 
yong,  has  stated  that  he  has  no  objection 
to  asking  the  proposed  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  truth  or  otherwise  of  the 
statements  which  have  been  made.  But 
supposing  the  allei|^„|^^^Qg4^  to 
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appear  bef<xe  the  Committee,  is  there  any 
power  to  ccHnpel  them  to  do  so?  I  am  of 
opinion  that  there  is  no  such  power,  but  it 
is  foe  the  Prime  Minister  to  say. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.~I  have  in  my  hand  the 
terms  of  the  appointment  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  see  that  according  to  paragraph 
3,  they  are  given  power  to  send  lor  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — But,  I  think,  they  will  not 
be  able  to  compel  the  attendances  of  wit- 
nesses unless  there  is  some  legislation. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  not  certain  as  to 
that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  suggest  to 
the  Prime  Minister  that,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  he  might  move  at  cmce  that  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  Ccwnmittee  to  investi- 
gate ^  barges  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  This  would  give  the  Commit- 
tee the  requisite  authority  to  undertake  the 
inquiry. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— With  the  assistance  of 
the  Attorney -General,  I  shall  draft  the 
necessary  addition  to  the  resolutim. 

DEFENCE. 

Adamstown  Rifle  Range — Field  Aktil* 
LXBY  Guns — ^Allowance  to  Otficbks. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Is  the  Minister  of 
Defence  aware  that,  although  he  has  given 
instructions  to  have  the  rifle  range  at 
Adamstown  repaired  after  the  damage  done 
by  the  floods,  no  work  has  yet  been  carried 
out?  Will  the  Minister  see  that  the  range 
is  repaired,  so  that  it  may  be  ready  for  the 
annual  shooting  competiti(xis,  which  come 
o»t  very  shortly? 

Mr.  EWING.  —  Undpr  the  circum- 
stances, yes. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  beg  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  without  notice',  a  ques- 
tion concerning  an  inquiry  which  I  made 
of  him  a  few  days  ago.  I  then  desired 
to  know  whether  the  new  i8J-pounder  guns 
had  yet  been  distributed  to  the  artillery. 
In  reply,  the  Minister  stated  that  a  pro- 
pcNtion  of  the  guns  had  been  distributed. 
I  now  wish  to  know  what  proportim  has 
been  distributed? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  cannot  inform  the 
hoRorable  member  exactly  in  detail,  but  1 
thii^  that  the  gtms  have  been  distributed 
i.i  all  the  States  except  one.  I  will  ascer- 
tain f  cm:  the  hcxiorable  mepiber. 

Mr.  Kellv. — Does  the  Minister  mean 
that  they  have  been  distributed  to  the 
whole  field  artillery  of  the  States? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  think  that  nearly  all 
the  States  now  have  the  i8i-pounders. 
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Mr.  Kelly. — Have  they  been  given  to 
the  regiments  yet? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  understand  so. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  -of  Defence,  wttiiout  notice,  when 
the  return  with  reference  to  allowances 
made  to  military  oflScers  in  lieu  o£  quarters 
will  be  available? 

Mr.  EWIN.G. —  I  will  make  inquiries, 
and  inform  the  houOTable  member  to- 
morrow. 

PAPUA. 

Sir  William  McGregor — Land 

Scandals. 
Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.—  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  when  Sir 
William  McGiegcw  declined  the  appoint- 
ment of  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Papua,  he 
made  a  statement  encouraging  the  belief 
that  he  might  at  a  future  period  consider 
the  oSa? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Speaking  from  mens 
ory — I  have  had  no  notice  of  this  question  < 
— Sir  William  McGregor's  difficulty  was 
caused  by  his  existing  relations  with  the 
Col<Hiial  Office,  and  the  conditions  on 
which  his  pension  became  available.  I 
briieve,  however,  that  the  obstacle  disap- 
peared after  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  wish  to  know  frcwa  the 
Prime  Minister  if  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the 
press,  that  nothing  has  been  done  in  regart] 
to  the  land  scandals  in  Papua? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  understand  that  the 
first  statement  made  was  that  the  scandals 
arose  because  of  inaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  whereas  the  fact  is  that,  since 
the  rep»t  of  the  C<»nmission  was  received 
OHidemning  certun  parts  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, we  have  got  rid  of  twelve  or  four- 
teen officers  of  the  Papuan  service,  which, 
honorable  members  know,  is  a  very  smalt 
one.  Most  of  these  have  resigned,  some 
under  compulsion. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  elements  of  trpuble 
were  there  before  the  Commonwealth  took 
over  Papua. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  late  Administrator, 
four  resident  magistrates,  two  or  three  aS' 
sistant  magistrates,  the  Government  Secre- 
tary,- several  other  t^Scials,  and  'an  officer 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  in  a  month 
or  two,  have  left,  or  are  about  to  leave.  In 
point  of  fact,  we  are  changing  the  whole 
Administratis  as  rapidly  as  possible,  hav- 
ing due  consideration  to  those  ccmcerned, 
and  the  difficulty  in  filling  vacancies. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  position  seems  to  be 
worse  than  it  waaiitizectbyLaOOQlC 
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Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  scandals  became 
knoAvn  because  whatever  was  done — and  I 
expressed  a  very  strong  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion— seems  to  ha\e  been  dtMie  in  the 
light  of  day.  I  have  been  sorry  to  read 
in  the  press  reflections  on  Mr.  Staniforth 
Smith,  whose  conduct  of  affairs  in  Fapua 
has  been  most  energetic  and  valuable.  In 
his  endeavours  to  encourage  land  settlement 
as  the  basis  of  future  prosperity  and  deve- 
lopment, he  undoubtedly  went  too  far  when 
he  allowed  an  (Meet  sitting  with  him  on  a 
Land  Board  to  be  an  applicant  for  land. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Are  the  proceedings  of 
such  Boards  conducted  in  public? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  sa  At  all 
events,  they  must  come  before  the  Execu- 
tive Council.  The  Government,  so  far 
frcHn  haWng  rested  upon  the  old  Papuan 
Administration,  are  rapidly  and  thoroughly 
re-constituting  it. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — And.  getting  good 
experienced  men  to  fill  the  places  of  those 
who  are  leaving? 

Mr.  DEAKIN,— I  think  so.  We  have 
been  censured  for  not  appcunting  a  new 
Administrate  long  ago;  but  the  <^ice  of 
Administrator  will  not  be  vacant  for  a 
week  to  come,  and  there  are  the  charges  I 
have  previously  mentioned  to  'be  disposed 
of. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT:  CABINET 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  Will  the 
Prime  Minister  say  whether  the  Cabinet 
C(»nmittee  appcnnted  to  report  on  the  de- 
moralization of  the  postal  service  is  for 
the  purpose  of  allaying  the  public  clamour 
-against  the  Govirnment  for  shirking  re- 
spohsibilitv  for  culpable  mismanagement? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  should  say  that  such 
questicms  are  the  best  possible  instance  of 
demoralization. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 

Report  (No.  14)  presented  by  Mr. 
Stokrer,  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  adopted. 

SERVICES  BY  STATES*  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  reference  to  the 
payments  on  accoimt  of  services  rendered 
by  States'  c&cers  to  the  Canmon- 
wealth,  I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs  has  sent  to  the 
Premiafrs  of  the  States  that  immediate 
and  forceful  letter  he  promised  last 
Thursday  ? 


Mr.  GROOM. — I  am  not  aware  that  I 
promised  an  immediate  and  forceful  letter. 
What  I  promised  to  do  was  this :  I  pro- 
mised to  look  into  the  case,  and  find  out 
whether  the  officers  were  doing  work  which 
required  special  remuneration.  The  repre- 
sentati(H)s  have  not  yet  been  sent.  But 
whatever  pnmise  I. made  I  will  faithfully 
keep. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Jlr.  BATCHELOR.  —  I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  in  what  order  he  pro- 
poses to  take  the  business  of  the  House 
during  the  next  few  days? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  soon  as  we  have 
disposed  of  the  Estimates  we  hope  to 
take  up  the  question  of  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal Site.  Of  course,  the  most  important 
matter  is  the  Tariff.  Until  we  are  in  a 
positicHi  to  deal  with  the  requests  made  by 
the  Senate  we  shall  proceed  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Capital  Site ;  and  in  what  time 
offers  with  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^When  will  the  Tariff 
be  dealt  with  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  should  hope  early 
next  week. 

ADDITIONAL  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Treasurer,  without  notice,  when 
we  may  expect  to  see  the  Additi<mal  Esti* 
mates?  1  put  the  question  to  save  time. 
There  is  likely  to  be 'a  debate,  X  undM- 
stand,  on  the  Estimates  of  the  Post  and 
Telegrairfi  Departmoit. 

Mr.  Deakjn.— What  I  A  debate  on  the 
Post  Office  Estimates? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  will  put  a 
hypothetical  case.  "If"  we  are  to  have 
a'  debate  *oa  the  Post  and  Tedegraph  Esti- 
mates, and  a  new  set  of  Estimates  are  to 
be  dealt  with  immediately  after,  it  is  a 
fair  thing  to  suppose  that  there  will  be  a 
full  debate  on  them.  Time  would  be 
saved,  I  think,  if  we  had  them  on  the 
table  now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot  ^te 
the  exact  date  when  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates will  be  tabled.  I  have  been  work- 
ing at  them  this  morning.  I  think  tbey- 
will  be  in  rough  print  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  Treasurer 
mean  that  thev  are  not  ready  yet? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— No,  they  are 
not.  It  takes  Some  little  time  to  {cet  the 
Estimates  into  proper  order. 

Mr.  Jo^PH  Cook. — It  is  over  a  month 
since  they  were  P^^pj^^GoOglc 
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CASE  OF  MESSRS.  FREEMAN  AND 
WALLACE. 
Mr.  CHANTER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Alinister,  without  notice,  whether 
he  will  afFwd  me  an  opportunity,  during 
the  present  session,  to  submit  a  motion  of 
which  I  have  given  notice,  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee.     The  matter 
in  questi(»i  is  one  of  urgency.     I  desire 
that  the  House  shall  have  all  the  informa- 
,  tion  available.    I  belie^-e  that  the  House 
would  be  glad  if  I  bad  an  opportunity  of 
proceeding  with  the  motion  during  the  pre- 
sent session. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  quite  recognise  that 
the  question  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refers  is  a  very  special  one.  It  relates 
to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wal- 
lace. Inasmuch  as  the  motion  indirectly  ■ 
challenges  the  action  of  a  colleague  of 
mine,  the  Government  desire  to  offer  no 
opposition  to  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  cannot  undertake  to  afford  an 
opportunity  of  interposing  -  at  any  lime  un- 
less the  mcAton  is  to  be  carried  without  op- 
poMti<m. 

TARIFF. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer, wilthout  notice,  whether  he  will  be 
gjood  enough  to  circulate,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, a  Khedule  of  the  requests  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Senate  in  connexion 
with  the  Tariff?  It  is  believed  that  the 
Senate  will  complete  its  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  to-day. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— A  schedule, 
clearlv  defining  the  -alterations  suggested  by 
the  Senate,  will,  I  hope,  be  ready  to- 
morrow. Probably  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table  then,  but  if  it  is 
ready  I  will  do  so.  I  think  the  honor- 
able member  will  Hnd  that  the  schedule 
will  clearly  show  the  requests  which  have 
been  made. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Many 
bonwable  membm  will  be  leaving  to-mor- 
row for  the  other  States,  and  as  it  is  de- 
ur^le  that  they  should  be  able  to  take  with 
them  copies  of  the  schedule  of  Tariff  re- 
quests, I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Treasurer  will  make  an  effort  to  have  them 
readv  for  distribution  in  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Certainly.  I 
think  that  they  will  be  ready. 

TELEGRAPHISTS  A\D  MILITARY 
CAMPS. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmaster-General  a  question  without 
noticp.    It  has  reference  to  some  questions 
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which  were  put  to  the  same  Minister  yes- 
terday with  regard  to  the  annual  leave  of 
telegraphists  in  his  Department.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  officers 
in  the  Sydney  Telegraph  Office  last  year 
had  to  pay  5s.  per  man  for  substituted 
service,  in  order  to  permif  them  to  attend 
a  military  camp.  Is  the  Minister  aware 
of  their  having  been  refused  leave  this  year 
for  such  purposes ;  and  that  it  is  the  cusbxn 
in  his  Department  to  refuse  these  men  two 
hours*  leave  on  Saturday  afternoons  in 
order  to  attend  drill  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  already  issued 
instructions  to  the  effect  that  all  the  men 
who  can  be  spared  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  the  "  get 
out." 

Mr.  MAUGER.— What  does  the  honor- 
able member  mean?  The  instructions  are 
that  wherever  men  can  be  spared  they  must 
be  allowed,  without  any  o>st  to  themselves, 
to  go  to  the  encampments. 

Mr*  Joseph  Cook. — The  military  men 
cannot  be  spared.  What  the  Minister 
say  now? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  will  make  further 
inquiries,  and  will  see  what  can  be  done. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  a  question  relating  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta.  Does  he  think  it  is  a  right  thinp;. 
when  private  employers  allow  their  men  to 
go  away  to  attend  encamoments — often  to 
the  inconvenience  of  their  business — that 
the  Go\'ernment  should  not  strain  a  point 
to  allow  their  own  employ^  to  attend. 

Mr,  DEAKIN. — I  know  that  instruc 
tions  have  been  given  that  the  officers  of 

the  Department  shall  strain  all  the  points 
possible,  and  if  these  instructions  are  not 
being  carried  out,  shall  be  happy  to  have 
inquiries  made  why  that  is  not  being  done 

PAPER, 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  laid  upon  the  table 

the  following  paper — 

Public  Service  Act. — Third  report  on  the 
Commonwealth  Public  Service,  issued  the 
Commissioner. 

QUESTIONS  WITHOUT  NOTICE. 
Mr.  AIALONEY.— In  view  of  the  fact 
that  40  minutes  have  been  devoted  this 
afternoon  to  questions  without  notice,  will 
the  Prime  Minister  take  into  consideraticm 
the  desirableness  of  insisting  upon  all 
questions  being  asked  u,^^5gg[?g 
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Mr,  DEAKIN. — In  another  sessicm  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  desirable  to  take  action 
'n  that  directicHi.  Meantime,  having  re- 
gard to  the  volume,  variety,  and  interest 
of  the  subjects  discussed,  although  one  is 
not  able  to  reply  as  completely  as  one 
would  like  to  questi(xis  without  notice,  I 
think  that,  on  the  whole,  business  is  likely 
to  be  furthered  at  this  stag^  by  the  present 
[vactice. 

DEFENCE. 

Prize  Monet  :  Northebn  Rifle  Asso- 
cjATioH — Easter  Training:  Unat- 
tached Officers  and  Senior  Com- 
mands. 

Mr.  WILLIS  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, upon  notice — 

X.  Whether  he  U  aware — 
(a)  That  it   is   provided   in  Ae  Common* 
wealth  Military  Regulatioo  (559)  that 
a  State  Rifle  Association  shall  have 
general  rules  for  its  government? 
(B)  That  Rule  XI.  of  the  District  Rifle  As- 
sociation, New  South  \VaIe»,  states — 
{e)  Tber;   shall    be   a   meeting,  if 
practicable,   for  prite  shoot- 
ing held  at  least  once  a  year, 
at    such   time    and   place  at 
the    Council    may  appoint, 
and  the  Council  shall  draw  up 
the  programmes,  and  submit 
same   for   approval   of  the 
National     Rifle  Association 
Council,   make   up   all  the 
conditions     and  regulations 
for    conducting    such  prize 
meetings,    and    shall  cause 
.  due  notice  of  all  necessary 
matters  in   connexion  there* 
with  to  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic? 

fc)  That   Rule    XIZI.    gives   the  Council 
power  of  control   over   all  moneys 
necessary   to  carry   out  the  objects 
of   the   Association  ? 
(D)  That  'the   Northern   Rifle  A,ssociation 
of  New  South  Wales  has  .determined 
upon^  holding   a   meeting   for  prize 
shooting  at  Singleton  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  association? 
2.  Win  he — in  consideration  of  the  foregoing 
facts — take  such  action  as  will  result  in  placing 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Council  of  the  Northern 
Rifle    Association,    the    sum    of    money  appro- 
priated,  to  allow   of  the   prize   meeting  being 
held  on  the  rifle  range  at  Singleton? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
(xable  member's  questions  are  as*  f<A- 
low — 

I.  (A)  Yes. 
(B)  (c)  Yes. 

(c)  There  is  a  rule  to  that  effect. 

(D)  Yes. 

a.  I  am  informed  that  the  National  Rifle  As- 
j//^tm   of   New  South   Wales  is   the  body 
under  the  regulations  with  the  conduct 


of  all  ilUe  matches  other  than  those  laid  down 
by  th-  Military  Regulations,  and  the  promotion 
of  ^itte  shooting  generally.  The  Northern 
Rifle  Association  district  was  created  by  the 
National  Rifle  Association  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  alt  rules  for  the  government  of  each  dis- 
trict are  made  by  the  National  Kifle  Association 
of  New  South  Wales,  which  has  power  to  de- 
cide where  the  prize  meeting  in  each  district 
^all  be  held.  In  pursuance  of  the  powers  so 
possessed,  the  National  Rifle  Association  has 
decided  that  the  prize  meeting  shall  be  held 
at  Adamstown  (Newcastle),  and  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the 
National  Rifle  Association,  which  is  indorsed 
by  the  State  Commandant. 

Mr.  PAGE  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, upon  notice — 

1.  If  he  is  aware  that  in  previous  military 
Easter  trainings  in  Victoria  officers  who  have 
retired  from  active  service  in  the  forces, 
and  are  on  the  unattached  list,  have  superseded 
officers  who  are  engaged  in  active  military  train- 
ing, and  have  been  placed  in  command  of 
sham  fighte,  or  to  act  as  chief  staff  officers 
and  perform  other  senior  duties? 

2.  Will  he  direct  that  this  is  not  to  be  con- 
tinued in  future,  and  that  officers  on  the  un- 
attached list  shall  not  be  placed  in  senior  com- 
mands? 

Mn  EWING.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  is  as  fel- 
lows— 

I  and  a.  Officers  serving  on  the  unattached 
list  are  not  regarded  as  "officers  who  have  re- 
tired from  active  service,"  a«  they  are  really 
officers  on  the  active  list,  ljut  not  attached  to 
any  special  unit.  Section  24  of  the  Defence 
Act  and  Commonwealth  Military  Regulations 
r39  and  133  specially  provide  that  such  officers 
may  be  employed  for  duty  with  any  corps  or  on 
the  staff. 

Certain  officers  on  the  tmattached  list  have 
been  employed  as  provided  for  in  the  Act  and 
Regulations. 

No' instance  is  known  of  any  officer  on  the 
unattached  list  having  been  giyen  a  senior  com- 
mand. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 
Telegraphists  :  General  Post  Office, 
Steoiey  —  Registration   of  Appuca* 
tions  for  Employment,  Melbourne. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Post- 
master-General, upon  notice — 

r.  I3  it  a  fact  that  the  appointment  clerk, 
G.F.O.,  Sydney,  made  urgent  application  for 
the  creation  of  two  new  Telegraphist  positions 
from  the  Treasurer's  advance  account  m  Janu- 
ary last  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  such 
assistance  to  conduct  the  business  01  the  De- 
partment ? 

a.  Has  this  necessary  request  been  agreed  to? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Inquiries  are  being 
made  and  replies  will  be  furnished  as  early 

as  possible.  D,git,zedbyG00gIe 
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Mr.  MALONEY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Are  all  applicants  for  work  in  tbe  Postal 

Department,    Melbourne,   compelled   to  register 
their  names  at  the  office  of  the  Public  Service 
CommissioQer  of  tbe  CommonweaUh  ? 
3.  If  not,  who  are  they? 

3.  Does  not  the  Postmaster-General  think  it 
advisable  to  compel  all  seeking  employment  to 
register  with  tbe  Public  Service  Commissioner 
to  avoid  even  Ihe  appearance  of  official  patron- 
age? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The   Acting  Deputy 
Postmaster- General,    Melbourne,   has  fur-, 
nished  the  following '  replies  to  questims  i 
and  2,  namely — - 

1.  Yes,  excepting  those  who  ate  employed  in  a 
casual  or  exempt  capacity. 

2.  Office  cleaners  (female),  and  charwomen; 
exempt  watchmen,  cooks,  navvies,  linemen,  era- 
ployed  outside  the  metropolitan  area ;  casual 
telegraph  messengers  and  casual  letter  carriers. 

3-  lo  do  so,  I  am  informed,  would  involve 
delay  and  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the  Depart- 
ment 

CUSTOMS  SERVICE:  NEW  SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  upon 
notice — 

r.  Will  he  lay  upon  the  Tabic  of  the  House 
the  Comptroller-General's  Circular,  No.  88,  of 
the  and  February,  1906? 

2.  Was  this  Order  issued  with  tbe  knowledge 
and  approval  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner ? 

3.  Was  this  Order  made  generally  applic- 
able to  the  Pnblic  Service  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth ? 

4.  If  limited  to  the  Customs  Department,  was 
it  made  generally  applicable  to  that  branch  of 
the  service  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and, 
if  not,  why  was  it  made  specially  applicable 
to  the  Customs  service  in  New  South  Wales« 
and  enforced  upon  its  branch  of  the  Service? 

J.  Is  it  a  fact  that  this  Order  (ComptroUer- 
General's  Circular  No'.  88)  is  in  direct  contra- 
vention of  Section  6f),  sub-section  4,  of  the 
Commonwealth  Public  Service  Act,  and  of 
Re<nilatioo  No.  82  thereunder? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The 
answers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow — 

I.  Yet. 

3.  Yes.  The  Order  was  issued  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 

3.  The  Comptrolter-Generars  Order  was  issued 
to  the  Customs  Branches  in  tbe  various  States. 
Tbe  Public  Service  Commisuoner  informs  me 
Ifaat  a  similar  suggestion  was  sent  to  all  De- 
partments. 

4.  See  answer  to  No,  3. 

5.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner  docs  not 
consider  that  tbe  Order  contravenes  section  6q, 
sab-section  4,  of  Regulation  83,  for  the  reason 
that  the  period  of  recreation  leave  is  discre- 
tionarr,  18  d»s*being  the  maximum  period,  but 
the  Chief  Officer  or  Minister  has  power  to  re- 
duce this  where  circumstances  warrant  it. 


RABBIT  DESTRUCTION. 

Dr.  Danysz's  Experiments. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

What  action  does  the  Government  intend  to 
take  in  reference  to  the  continuance  upon  the 
mainland  of  the  experiments  with  the  Danyss 
microbe? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  in- 
formation at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  results  of  tlie  experiments  at 
Broughtciti  Island  are  not  deraied  to  jus- 
tify the  granting  of  permissim  for  carry- 
ing on  any  similar  experiments  on  the 
mainland. 

TENDERS  FOR  PAPER. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  asked  the. 
Treasurer,  upon  notice — 

In  regard  to  tenden  for  paper  accepted  by 
the  Treasurer  within  the  past  two  months,  will 

he  state— 

(a)  Were  some  accepted  that  were  not  the 
lowest  ? 

{d)  If  so,  by  what  percentage  each  such  ten- 
der accepted  exceeded  the  lowest  ten- 
der? 

{c)  Tbe  reason  for  such  preference? 

(1^)  What  Tariff  preference  existed  in  each 

case? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able member  is  referring  to 'an  inquiry  as 
to  the  purchase  of  Japanese  copying 
paper  at  an  increased  price  over  that  pre- 
viously paid,  I  declined  to  do  so.  This 
being  the  first  time  that  I  knew  that  the 
Japanese  paper  was  used,  I  gave  instruc- 
tions that  its  use  should  be  discontinued. 
If,  however,  the  honorable  member  refers  ■ 
to  tenders  for  paper  which  have  been  re- 
cently placed  befwe  me,  I  have  not  yet 
accepted  any.  I  am  considering,  how- 
ever, whether  to  accept  British  tenders, 
which  are  about  7  per  cent,  higher  than 
foreign,  principally  American. 

BARRISTERS  AND  SOLICITORS. 

Alleged  Coubihe. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  asked  the  Attorney- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  With  further  reference  to  questions  asked  * 
on  sStb  November,  1907,  as  to  the  alleged  il\egal 
operations  of  the  Barristers'  Combine,  has  th« 
Attorney-General  seen  the  Australian  Law  Timet 
of  March,  190S,  in  which  an  official  report  of 
the  work  of  the  Committee  of  Counsel  (Barris- 
ters' Association)  for  the  year  1907  is  published? 

a.  Has  he  seen  the  following  paragraph,  con- 
tained in  tbe  aforesaid  report  : — 

"  In  March  of  last  year  represeatatives  of 
tbe  Council  of  the  Law  Institute  again 
waited  upon  the  jCbmmiibul  of  Coun- 
sel, and)igU:ecid!ya^M«(dMibK  of  the 
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Solicitors. 


rule  with  regard  to  holding  briefs 
with  persoQS  not  oo  counsel  on  the  roll. 
The  Committee,  after  giving  further 
consideration  to  the  arguments  ad- 
vanced, could  not  see  their  w:ty  clear 
to  make  the  change  asked  for,  and 
the  Law  Institute  were  so  informed." 
During  the  year  1907  it  became  apparent 
to  ibe  Committee  of  Counsel  that  suffi- 
cient steps  had  not  been  taken  to  in- 
form members  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  practice  of  not  taking  briefs 
with  solicitors  had  been  relaxed  in 
cases  before  the  Federal  Cpurt  by  the 
arrangements  come  to  between  the 
Bars  of  New  South  Wales,  Queeiw- 
land,  and  Victoria,  and  the  committee 
accordingly  directed  that  a  copy  of 
the  resolutions  passed  to  give  effect 
to  that  arrangement  should  be  posted 
in  the  offices  of  Clerks  of  Counsel."? 

3.  It  he  aware  that  the  resolutions  referred  to 
kie  as  follows  :— 

{a)  That  in  cases  before  the  Federal  Courts 
sitting  io  South  Australia,  Western 
Australia,  and  Tasmania,  and  in  ap- 
peals in  such  cases  (wherever  such  ap- 
peals may  be  heard)  counsel  on  the 
roll  should  be  at  liberty  to  practise 
with  members  of  the  profession  in 
those  States,  although  they  do  not 
practise  exclusively  as  barristers. 

(i)  That,  except  as  aforesaid,  counsel  on  the 
roll  should  not  appear  with  any  other 
person  in  any  Federal  Court  unless 
such  person  be  of  counsel  on  the  roll 
in  Victoria  or  a  barrister  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  South  Wales, 
or  a  member  of  the  Bar  Association 
of  Queensland? 

4.  Is  he  aware  that  leave  to  sipn  the  roll  of 
counsel  is  a  privilege  which  may  be  refused  by 
the  Barristers'  Association  referred  to? 

5.  Is  not  the  boycott  of  solicitors  in  certain 
States,  and  barristers  not  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Counsel  (Barristers'  Association),  a 
practice  of  exclusive  unionism,  which  is  in  con- 
travention of  clause  49  of  the  Judiciary  Act 
1903,  which  states  ; — 

"Any  person  entitled  to  practise  as  a  barris- 
ter or  solicitor  or  both  in  any  State, 
shall  have  the  right  to  practise  in  any 
Court"? 

6.  If  the  law  at  present  existing  is  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  power  of  the  combine  to  enforce 
the  discrimination  mentioned,  will  he  t.ike  steps 
to  conserve  the  rights  of  individual  barristers, 
against  whom  the  combine  operates;  if  not,  will 
he  consider  the  advisability  of  so  amending  the 
law  as  to  effect  such  purpose? 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  follow — 

I.  Yes. 
3.  Yes. 


5.  It  would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  par- 
liamentary, practice  for  the  Attorney-General  to 
express  opinions  on  questions  of  this  nature. 

6.  As  the  Minister  administering  the  Judiciary 
Act,  I  have  not  sufficient  grounds  on  which  to 
take  action. 


ESTIMATES. 
/»  Committee  of  Supply  (Consideration 
resumed  from  ist  April,  vide  page  10003)  • 

Department  of  Defence. 
Division    46    {Central  Administration) 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.18]. — I  recognise  that,  as  the 
Prime  Minister  has  foreshadowed  a  new 
scheme  of  defence,  any  debate  on  the 
.question  of  policy  must  centre  round  the 
introduction  of  that  scheme.  I  ha\  e,  thoe- 
fore,  no  wish  to  delay  the  passing  of  these 
Estimates  by  entering  now  upon  that  ques- 
tion, but  should  like  to  put  to  the  ^Iiniste^ 
a  question  relating  to  the  reply  which  I 
have  just  received  to  a  query  that  I  put 
to  the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  calling 
of  tenders.  I  wish  to  know  whether,  in 
calling  for  tenders  for  supplies,  the  De- 
partment of  Defence  grants  to  goods  com- 
ing from  the  United  Kingdom  a  preference 
in  addition  to  that  fixed  by  the  Tariff  as 
against  imports  from  other  coimtries. 

Mr.  EWING  (Richmond— Minister  of 
Defence)  [3.20]. — Before  replying  to  the 
honorable  member  I  desire  to  state,  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wentworth  as  to  the  loca- 
tion of  our  i8j  pounders,  that  there  are 
eight  in  Victoria,  eight  in  New  South 
Wales,  four  in  Queensland,  and  four  in 
Western  Australia.  Four  more  are  on 
order  for  Tasmania,  and  four  for  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria  respectively.  We 
have  twenty-four  on  hand,  and  twelve  on 
order,  making  a  total  of  thirty-six.  Com- 
ing to  the  question  raised  by  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney,  the  Depart- 
ment calls  for  tenders  in  Australia  in  re- 
spect of  everything  that  can  be  made  here, 
but  , that  nearly  the  whole  of  our  remaining 
supplies  are,  I  think,  obtained  through  the 
War  Office.  That  practice  is  followed  in 
order  that  the  munitions  of  war  used 
throughout  the  Empire  may  be  uniform. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.21].— Tenderers  are  becoming 
very  restive  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which 
tenders  are  dealt  with,  and  this  may  tend 
to  the  injury  of  the  Departments.  As 
the  Minister  of  Defence  has  informed 
me,  however,  that  most  of  the  supplies  for 
his  Department  are  obtained  through  the 
War  Office,  I  shall  not  raise  the  question 
on  these  Estimates,  but  shall  bring  it  for- 
ward when  those  relating  to. the  Postmas- 
ter-General's Department  are  under  con- 
sideration. Digitized  by  LaOOQlC 
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Mr,  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.22]. 
— Some  time  ago  I  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence  whether  cadets  were  medically 
examined,  and  received  a  reply  in  the  nega- 
tive. The  honorable  gentleman  said  last 
night  that  it  was  useless  for  us  to  purchase 
guns  unless  we  bad  the  men  to  put  behind 
them.  I  agree  with  him,  but  go  further 
and  say  that  money  is  wasted  in  training 
the  material  to  put  behind  our  guns  unless 
we  make  sure  that  that  material  is  sound. 
Sir  John  Gorst,  who  was  Minister  of  Edu- 
cati<»i  in  the  Balfour- Government,  writes 
sn  his  book  entitled  Cfnldren  of  the  Na- 
tion— 

Millions  are  spent  in  proriding  ships  and 
rifles  and  guns  for  wars  that  will  never  take 
place :  the  smallest  outlay  is  grudged  towards 
proTiding  the  men  to  man  those  ships  and  fire 
those  guns  should  the  occasion  ever  arise  for 
the  people  to  defend  their  country. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Ministler  to  see  that 
the  medkal  examinaticm  insisted  upm  in 
regard  to  candidates  ior  admission  to  other 
branches  of  the  Defence  P'orces  shall  take 
place  also  in  OHUiexion  with  the  enrolment 
of  cadets.  A  Royal  Commission  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Commons  instructed  Dr. 
McKenzie  to  examine  the  children  attend- 
ing one  of  the  large  schools  in  Edinburgh, 
and  he  discovered  that  no  less  than  75  per 
cent,  of  them  were  suffering  from  s(xne 
defect  of  the  eye,  ear,  tx>se,  or  lungs. 
In  many  cmks  the  diefects  were  snail,  and 
could,  no  doubt,  be  cured  in  tune;  but 
they  were  such  defects  that,  if  the  boys 
were  not  examined  before  being  trained, 
might  prove  injurious  to  the  individual, 
and  lose  us  the  servi<%s  of  a  soldier 
after  the  expense  of  training  had 
been  incurred.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore, 
that,  putting  aside  the  humanitarian  as- 
pect, it  would  pay  the  Department  to  have 
these  boys  medically  examined.  In  Ade- 
laide, a  leading  medical  gentleman  of  large 
experience  is  quite  satisfied  that,  if  the 
school  children  of  South  Australia  were 
examined,  50  per  cent,  would  be  found  to 
be  defective;  and  we  must  remember  that 
the  conditi(His  there  are  infinitely  better 
tiian  they  are  in  the  slum  cities  of  Birm- 
ingham, Leeds,  or  even  Edinburgh.  The 
Premier  of  South  Awttralia  has  appointed 
Dr.  Rc^rs,  an  able  medical  gentleman, 
to  examine  i  ,000  school  children ;  and  I 
am  anxiously  awaiting  the  report,  because 
I  believe  it  will  be  shown  that,  in  spite 
of  any  defects,  a  military  training  wilt  be 
of  service  both  to  the  boys  and  to  the 
country*.  In  view  of  the  new  defence 
scheme^  and  of  the  fact  that  all  the 


vote  for  this  year  has  practically  been 
spent,  there  is  not  much  use  in  discussing 
these  Estimates;  and  I  content  myself  with 
expressing  the  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
see  his  way  to  have  the  same  examination 
in  the  case  of  the  boys  as  in  the  case  of 
the  adult  members  of  the  Fcwrces. 

Mr.  EWING  (Richmond— Minister  of 
Defence)  [3-28]. — When  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh  discussed  this 
matter  previously,  I  informed  him  that  in- 
structicKis  had  been  given  to  all  the  local 
authmities  to  see  that  such  views  as  he  had 
expressed  were  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  HxjTCHisoM.  —  A  proper  medical 
examination  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — A  proper  examination, 
though  I  do  not  think  it  went  as  far  as 
the  usual  medical  examination.  The  in- 
structions were  that  those  in  charge  should 
take  special  care  that  boys  were  not  al- 
lowed to  take  part,  who  did  not  appear 
fit  to  undertake  the  training. 

Mr.  HtrrCHisoN. — How  could  an  officer 
know  that? 

Mr.  EWING.  —  An  officer  could  dis- 
criminate as  to  the  very  good  and  the  very 
bad,  though  I  admit  that  intermediate 
cases  might  present  scMne  difficulty. 

Mr.  Hutchison.  —  The  Department 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  sudi  an  exami- 
nation in  the  case  of  the  men ! 

Mr.  EWING.  —  However,  I  shall  Uke 
into  cwisideratioi  what  has  been  suggested, 
and  see  whether  it  can  be  carried  into  effect. 
There  are  stxne  270,000  boys;  and  it  will 
be  readily  understood  that  some  difficulties 
may  disclose  themselves. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [3.29].— Be- 
.  fore  I  became  a  member  of  this  House,  I 
was  always  struck  by  the  fact  that  the 
Estimates  seemed  to  come  up  iox  considera- 
tion after  the  money  had  been  actually 
expended;  and  I  am  very  swry  that  I  am 
now  taking  part  in  what  appears  to  be  a 
farce. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honwable  member  is 
censuring  himself,  inasmuch  as  he  assisted 
to  pass  Supply  Bills. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Had  I  been  as  old  a 
bird  as  the  honorable  member,  I  should 
have  resisted  Supply  Bills;  and  I  shall 
know  better  the  next  time.  Defence,  I 
know,  is  expensive,  but  I  am  surprised  to 
find  an  increased  outlay  in  view  of  a  de- 
creasing staff,  and  the  other  facts  of  whnh 
we  have  been  informed. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^And  a^decrease  in  effi- 
ciency. Digitized  by  La OOQ IC 
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Mr.  Page. — Who  says  that? 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  refer  the  honorable 
member  to  the  Prime  Minister  who,  some 
months  ago,  told  us  that  we  were  14  per 
per  cent,  short  of  the  proper  complement  of 
officers,  and  10  per  cent  short  of  the  proper 
strength  in  rank  and  file.  The  question  of 
defence  is  one  to  be  taken  seriously. 

Mr.  Page, — Not  in  Australia  I 

Mr.  PALMER.— It  is  a  question  that 
ought  to  be  taken  seriously.  We  have  al- 
ready had  two  schemes  prepared  by  per- 
scms  more  or  less  efficient ;  and  there  is  an- 
othw  scheme  in  prospect.  These  dianges 
thanselves  make  for  inefficiency;  and  we 
should  endeavour  to  attairi'scnne  sort  of  con- 
tinuity. There  is  an  impression  abroad, 
which  I  share,  that  the  present  system  is 
not  receiving  the  encouragement  that  it 
might  receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — In  what  respect? 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  do  not  tliink  the  ex- 
isting forces  are  bong  encouraged  as  they 
might  be,  simply  because  there  is  another 
scheme  in  prospect. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^There  has  been  no  inter- 
ference with  the  eidsting  forces. 

Mr,  PALMER. — In  July,  1907,  a  num- 
ber of  young  men  in  my  constituency  wrote 
to  me  expressing  their  desire  to  establish  a 
troop 'of  Light  Horse;  and,  although  I  laid 
that  letter  before  the  Minister,  no  success 
attended  my  efforts  to  meet  their  wishes.  A 
volunteer  is  worth  half-a-dozen  pressed 
men  at  any  time;  and  I  understand  that  the 
forty-four  men  who  were  concerned  in 
sendinj^  the  letter,  have  since  increased  to 
over  eighty.  As  a  layman,  like  the 
Minister,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  most 
valuable  arm  of  our  defence  is  the  Light 
Horse.  It  is  a  force  more  mc^ile  than 
troops  on  foot,  and,  therefore,  more  likely 
to  render  effective  service  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Ckouch. — 'Were  these  men  volim- 
teers? 

Mr.  PALMER. — Thev  were  volunteers 
desirous  of  forming  a  troop  of  Light 
Horse. 

Mr.  Crouch. — But  m^bers  of  the 
Light  Horse  are  paid, 

Mr.  PALMER.— At  any  rate  these  men 
volunteered  to  serve  in  the  miHtia. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — That  is,  they  volun- 
tee  red  to  serve  for  pay. 

Mr.  PALMER.—At  all  events,  they 
desired  to  form  part  and  parcel  of  the 
present  scheme  of  defence;  and  my  point 
is  that  that  scheme  is  being  discouraged, 
though  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  failure, 


if  the  means  are  not  provided  to  malce  it  a 
success.  In  his  speech  on  the  defence 
policy  the  Prime  Minister  saf3  that  of  the 
22,000  militia,  not  more  than  half  were 
available  for  active  service,  llere  I  think 
there  is  room  for  some  inquiry,  seeing 
that,  according  to  the  Prime  Minister,  not 
more  than  half  of  the  men  arei  available, 
after  we  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  train- 
ing them.  Before  we  undertake  any  scheme 
of  conscription  we  ought  to  exhaust  our  ie> 
sources  in  the  way  of  volunteers, 

Mr.  CROUCH  <0»io)  [3.38].— This  is 
no  occasion  for  a  speech  on  the  general 
defence  question ;  but  Parliament,  and  the 
public  generally,  are  waiting  for  the  BdU 
which  must  precede  our  third  scheme  of 
defence.  My  object  now  is  to  im- 
press on  the  Minister  of  Defence 
that  he  should  avoid  in  the  new 
scheme  all  the  inefficiencies  and  defects 
of  the  second  sdieme.  The  Military 
Board  I  regard  as  an  unfortunate  experi- 
ment. Only  a  shwt  time  ago  we  were  told  of 
a  gun  which  arrived  in  Sydney,  which  was 
not  unpacked,  and  had  been  loA  for  about 
twelve  months.  The  Minister  of  Defence, 
with  his  usual  generosity,  took  all  the  re- 
sponsibility ;  and  he  could  not  point  to  any 
officer  who  could  really  be  said  to  be  answer- 
able for  the  ocxurrence.  It  is  the  absolute 
absence  of  respcmsibility  that  seems  to  make 
the  Military  Board  so  unsuccessful,  and  to 
have  brought  about  the  present  chaos  in 
the  Department.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  Minister.  I  believe  that  if  the  Min- 
ister were  working  with  a  General ,  Officer 
Commanding,  whether  permanent  or 
militia' — with  a  man  who  had  control,  and 
who  felt  some  responsibility — things  would 
be  very  much  improved.  The  Minister 
has  dcme  very  good  work.  No  Minister 
has  faced  the  problem  with  a  stronger  de- 
termination to  work  hard,  or  has  shown 
greater  enthusiasm  in  his  task.  But, 
unfortunately,  the  Minister  is  purely  a 
political  head.  He  holds  his  position  be- 
cause, in  the  first  instance,  a  ccHistituency 
chooses  him,  and  then  because  the  Go- 
vernor-General selects  him  as  a  colleague 
of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Keixy.  —  The  Prime  Minister 
selects  him  to  be  a  colleague. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  speaking  from 
•the  true  ccmstitutimial  stand-point.  The 
Prime  Minister  reonnraends  the  Minister 
of  Defence  for  the  choice  of  the  Governor- 
General. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  think  ^faat  the  i  Prime 
Minister  selects  an)iitinoOQane6d6)giC 
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Mr.  CROUCH.— However,  that  does 
not  matter.  On  scmie  other  occasion,  I 
will  show  the  honorable  member  that  he 
is  quite  as  wrong  as  usual.  The  point  is 
that  the  Minister  of  Defence  cannot  look 
after  his  Department  without  the  support 
and  assistance  of  expert  military  authori- 
ties. The  expert  who  advises  him,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  ought  to  be  lesponsible  to 
the  Minister  for  the  condition  of  the 
Forces.  When  Ma|or-General  Hutton  was 
here,  that  was  the  situation.  But  in  1905, 
a  very  unfortunate  change  took  place.  We 
had  a  new  Defence  scheme  initiated,  and 
a  Military  Board  was  appconted,  of  which 
the  Minister  became  a  member.  When 
the  Minister  sits  as  a  member  of  the  Board, 
he  cannot  very  well  afterwards  criticise  his 
own  work.  He  has  to  stand  or  fall  as 
part  of  the  Military  Board,  on  which  he 
is  not  a  success,  bnause  be  is  not  an  ex- 
pert. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  Min- 
ister ignore  the  Board? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  more  the  Minister 
ignores  the  Board,  the  better  chance  he 
will  have  of  being  successful. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Except  that  two 
can  play  at  ignoring.  If  the  Minister 
i^n(Mes  the  Board,  the  Board  will  ignore 
him. 

"Kir.  CROUCH.— With  the  difference, 
however,  that  if  the  Board  ignores  the 
Minister,  its  members  will  "  fall  in." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Technically,  yes; 
but  in  practice  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Minister,  as  the 
civil  head  of  the  Department,  is  supreme. 
At  all  events,  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  will  accept  this  proposition : 
that  training  in  peace  must  always  be 
directed  to  the  work  required  of  a  military 
force  in  time  of  war.  The  object  must, 
therefore,  be  in  tiroes  of  peace  to  place 
the  Military  Forces  under  some  control, 
and  some  system  of  cvganization  in  which 
some  person  will  be  responsible  who  will 
Gommand  in  time  of  war.  Under  our 
present  system,  that  ccMiditi<m  is  not 
attained.  The  Inspector  General  does  not 
command.  He  only  inspects.  It  is  true 
that  he  has  powers  of  veto  and  of  obstruc- 
tion, but  he  has  no  powers  of  construc- 
ticKi.  He  does  not  command  or  direct  or 
control  in  time  of  peace,  and  yet  he  is  to 
be  the  ownmahding  officer  in  time  of  war. 
Consequently.  I  think  that  the  whole 
xnilitarv  service  at  the  present  time  is  in 
an  unfortunate  position.  We  cannot  blame 
tbe  members  <^  '^e  Military  Board,  mx 


can  we  blame  the  Minister.  It  is  like  a 
man  placed  in  a  responsible  position  sur- 
rounding himself  with  a  CtMnmittee.  The 
Committee  gets  tbe  blame  for  everything 
that  goes  wrong.  The  Military  Board  has 
turned  out  to  be  utterly  different  in  work- 
ing from  what  was  expected  when  the  new 
scheme  was  approved. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Were  there  no 
troubles  before  it  was  appointed? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— There  were,  but  when 
trouble  arose  the  Minister  of  Defence 
could  always  turn  to  the  General  Officer 
Comman^g,  Major-General  Hutt(Hi,  and 
say,  "That  thing  ought  to  be  altered." 
Majw-General  Hutton  was  the  respcHisible 
man.  He  was  in  oxmnand,  and  could  Siee 
that  he  was  obeyed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  he  was 
bundled  Home  for  doing  it. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— That  largely  resulted 
from  Major-'General  Hut'twi's  unfortunate 
want  of  tact  in  dealing  with  other  men,  and 
also  iuxa  the  fact*  that  he  had  to  bring  in- 
to existence  a  new  system  relating  to  the 
defence  affairs  of  six  different  States. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  think  that  the  General 
Officer  Commanding  system  was  in  exist- 
ence in  all  the  States  prior  to  Federation. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Yes.  I  cannot  speak  of 
the  effect  in  all  the  States,  but  in  Victoria, 
considering  the  amount  of  money  we  had 
to  spend  on  military  matters — not  more  than 
;^2oo,ooo  — ■  our  Defence.  Force  was  far 
more  efficient,  loyal,  and  ctmtent  than  it  has 
since  been.  The  members  of  the  Force  had 
the  feeling  that  they  were  being  properly 
led,  and  could  face  the  work  that  Uiey  bad 
to  do  with  far  more  certainty  that  if  war 
came  they  could,  so  far  as  their  numbers 
would  permit  than,  do  tbanselvra  credit. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  was  unques- 
tionably the  case  in  New  South  Wales  also. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Very  well,  then;  what 
is  the  reason  for  the  discontent  which  exists 
at  present?  It  does  not  exist  merely  among 
politicians  and  among  junior  officers — of 
whom  I  class  myself  as  one.  If  you  talk 
to  any  senior  man  in  the  service  he  com- 
pares with  great  discredit  to  the  Common- 
wealth regime  the  present  with  the  condi- 
tion  of  things  that  listed  before  Federa- 
tion. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  want  a  strwig  hand. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— We  want  a  strong  hand 
of  command.  If  you  start  ruling  an  auto- 
cratic body,  as  a  military  force  ought  to  be, 
by  means  of  a  CcHnmittee,  the  result  is 
bound  to  be  failure.  If,h(MKH-able  mem- 
bers will  do  me  tihgitilH)iiQat33(i^(t£g  the 
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remarks  which  I  made  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  Bill  which  inaugurated  the  new  de- 
fence system  in  1905,  they,  will  see  that  I 
predicted  the  state  of  things  which  I  say 
has  since  happened.  I  know  that  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  say  '*  I  told  you  so," 
but  I  do  feel  that  1  had  the  prescience  to 
see  clearly  the  positicm  in  which  the  Minis- 
ter would  be  placed  with  a  Military  Board 
of  no  authority.  Is  there  any  one  in 
this  Committee  who  can  look  with  any  de- 
gree of  satisfaction  upon  the  present  situa- 
tion and  consider  what  would  happen  if 
Australia  were  attacked  ?  I  think  that  the 
Minister  contemplates  the  position  with  less 
satisfaction  than  any  of  us.  I  must  say 
that  he  has  done  his  best  to  improve  things. 
Now  the  Military  Board  is  supposed  to  be 
composed  of  certain  c^icers  who  will  give 
to  it  continuity  of  purpose.  That  was  the 
principal  ground  upcm  which  its  constitution 
was  recommended.  It  was  ^aid  that  the 
system  of  having  general  officers  command- 
ing was  simply  that  of  bringing  officers 
from  England  who  in  a  short  time  would 
go  back  again,  without  giving  to  our  policy 
any  ccHitinuity  of  purpose  whatever.  But 
since  the  Military  Board  was  appointed,  it 
seems  to  have  become  simply  a  sort  of  fight- 
ing ground  f<x  better  pay  and  better  com- 
mands. It  was  stated  in  the  press  some 
time  ago — I  cannot  say  whether  the  facts 
are  correct — that  Colonel  Wallack,  the  pre- 
sent chairman  of  the  Military  Board,  was 
last  year  receiraig  -Tfioo  a  year,  whilst 
Brigadier-General  Gordcm  was  receiving 
;^9oo,  and  the  State  Commandant  of  Vic- 
tOTia  ;i^8oo.  That  islo  say,  the  man  who 
presided  over  the  Board,  and  had  some- 
times to  severely  criticise  the  Commandants 
as  its  chairman  was  receiving  less  pay  than 
his  subordinates.  I  do  not  blame  Colcmel 
Wallack  for  trying  to  obtain  the  State 
commandantship  of  Victoria,  which  meant 
a  lift  from  £600  to  ;^8oo.  Nor  do  I 
blame  Colonel  Stanley,  the  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, who,  I  believe,  was  trained  as  an 
ordnance  (^icer,  for  trying  to  improve  his 
position,  in  which  he  received  a  salary  of 
£650,  by  attaining  a  State  oxnmandant- 
ship  at  jCSoo. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  last  D.A.G.  received 
£900. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  think  that  Colonel 
Wallack.  while  Chairman  of  the  Board,  re- 
ceived j^6oo  per  annum.  I  do  not  see  how 
he  could  get  more,  unless  more  wa.s  paid 
to  him  before  Parliament  authorized  his  in- 
crease. 

Mr.  Ewmc-  ~i  think  he  received  ^^750. 


Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  understand 
how  his  salary  was  increased. 

Mr.  WiLKS.  —  The  Board  appears  to 
have  done  a  good  thing  for  him. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  Inspector-Gene- 
ralship, carrying  a  salary  of  ;^ii,5oo,  be- 
came vacant,  there  would  naturally  be  a 
struggle  for  that  position. 

Mr.  EwiNG.  —  I  find  that  the  last 
D.A.G. ,  who  is  now  Inspector- Genera  I, 
received  ;^8oo.  The  £400  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refers  was  the  salary  for 
half  a  year.  The  salary  of  the  D.A.G.  on 
last  year's  Estimates  was  ;^8oo. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— What  salary  did  Colo- 
nel Wallack  get? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^Whatever  was  paid  on  ac- 
count of  his  last  position.  I  think  he  was 
the  South  Australian  Conmiandant. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  appears  that  he  is 
now  receiving  ^£750  a  year. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — But  the  last  D.A.G.  got 
£800.  Colonel  Wallack's  salary  is  ^so- 
less  than  was  paid  last  year. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— But  Colonel  Wallack 
got  less  than  it  is  proposed  to  pav  him 
now,  and  less  than  the  State  Command- 
ants? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Yes,  I  have  no  doubt  about 
that. 

^fr.  CROUCH.— My  point  is  that  he  is 
getting  less  than  is  received  by  the  State 
Commandants  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  whom,  as  Chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Board,  he  had  to  control  and  correct. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  same  situ- 
ation arises  in  regard  to  the  English  Coun- 
cil of  Defence. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— But  instead  of  working 
out  an  Australian  Defence  scheme  of  our 
own,  such  as  the  Minister  will  perhaps  some 
day  lav  before  honorable  members,  we  are 
slavishly  following  English  precedents 
without  having  English  conditions.  If  we 
had  English  conditions  here— if  we  had  an 
enormous  body  of  troops,  if  those  troops 
consisted  principally  of  permanent  men,  if 
we  had  at  our  command  a  Iwdy  of  officers 
jjossessed  of  the  experience  and  abilitv  of 
officers  of  the  British  Armv,  if  we  had  the 
tremendous  range  of  ability  that  they  have, 
if  we  had  officers  who  were  constant!}'  get- 
ting experience  in  border  wars  all  o\-er  the 
Empire— there  might  be  some  reason  for  fol- 
lowing English  precedents  here.  But  it  is 
a  very  great  mistake  to  adont  the  English 
system  when  we  have  not  English  condi- 
tions. If  without  violating  the  Act  the 
Minister  could  utili7e  the  .services  of  the 
Inspector- Genera  I  as  a  General  Officer  Com- 
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manding,  I  believe  that  the  system  would'be  asking  him  to  commit  suicide.  If  Colonel 
inunediately  improved.  If,  of  course,  the  Stanley  was  not  receiving  a  sufficient 
present  Inspector- General  failed  in  that  salary,  his  salary  should  have  been  in- 
capacity he  vould  have  to  make  way  for  creased;  but  he  should  have  been  kept  in 
another  officer.  But  at  pr^ent  the  situa-  .the  position  of  Chief  of  Ordnance,  far 
tion  is  that  the  Inspector-General,  who  we  which  his  training  fits  him.  It  is  not 
are  told  would  in  time  of  war  have  to  lead  right  that  an  artillery  expert  shguld  be 
our  troops,  does  nothing  but  make  inspec-  transferred  from  his  proper  duties  to  be 
tions  and  write  reports.  Certainly  he  is  put  in  charge  of  field  forces.  Although 
capable  of  criticising  every  part  of  our  De-  we  have  heard  so  much  about  continuity  of 
fence  Forces,  but  he  does  not  occupy  ,i  policy,  the  changes  of  staff  have  been  so 
position  of  command.  The  fault  that  I  frequent  that  it  has  been  practically  im- 
find  with  our  Defence  system  at  present  is  possible.  The  first  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
that  instead  of  having  a  Federal  Defence  Colonel  le  Mesurier.  was  attracted  by  the 
Force  as  we  ought  to  have,  we  have  only  a  State  Commandantship  of  Western  Austra- 
union  of  six  State  systems.  We  have  no  lin  ;  but  he  has  already  grossly  offended  the 
Federal  defence  system  at  all.  I  do  not  rifle  clubs  there,  as  can  be  seen  frtKn  the 
know  what  need  there  is  for  having  State  papers  in  the  Library.  Having  pmmoted 
Commandants  in  every  State.  If  there  is  two  Chiefs  of  Ordnance,  it  was  necessary 
a  necessity  to  have  a  senior  officer,  in  charge  to  fall  back  on  the  officer  who,  I  think,  does 
at  Melbcnime,  Sydney  or  Brisbane,  why  claim  to  know  anything  about  big 
should  not  the  senior  militia  officer  be  ap-  guns,  and  who  has  been  engaged  all  his 
pointed  if  he  is  the  best  officer  available?  life  in  submarine  mining  and  field  engi- 

Mr.  EwiNG.— Would  the  honorable  mem-  neering. 

ber  make  him  a  permanent  officer  then,  or  ^^r.  Ewing. — He  is  a  first-class  man. 

would  he  continue  as  a  militia  officer?  Mr-  CROUCH. — He  is  a  splendid  en- 

•   Mr.  CROUCH.— Choose  the  best  man,  gincer;    but  the  Minister  has  found  it 

whether  he  is  permanent  or  a  militia  offi-  necessary  to  give  him,  as  understudy  and 

cer.  instructor,  the  Director  of  Ordnance. 

Mr.  EwiNG.— We  all  agree  about  that,  ^I"".   Ewmc— The  two  work  together, 

but  the  pOTnt  is  this — ^would  he  cease  to  be  Mr.    CROUCH. — ^Does    the  Minister 

a  militiaman  and  become  a  permanent  oBi-  allege  that  Colonel  Parnell  knows  any- 

cer?  'hing  about  OTdnance? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  he  does  CommOT-  Mr.  Ewing.—  I  find  him  an  excellent 

wealth  service,  he  should  be  paid  for  it.  ™an  to  work  with. 

Mr.    Ewing. — A  militiaman  competent  Mr.  CROUCH. — If  he  is  an  ordnance, 

for  the  work  would  probably  not  take  the  expert,  why  was  the  Director  of  Artillny 

salary  offered.  appointed  as  his  understudy  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH. — Has  the  Minister  Mr.  Ewing. — Of  course,  the  Committee 
tried?  In  Victoria,  six  or  eight  months  does  not  charge  me  with  being  influenced 
ago,  one  member  of  the  Military  Board  politically.  These  appointments  are  made 
was  able  to  defeat  another  in  a  competi-  on  the  recommendatitHi  of  the  FrcHuotion 
tion  for  the  Commandantship  of  the  State,  Board  and  the  Military  Board.  When 
the  late  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  artillery  a  recommendation  comes  before  us,  sup- 
expert,  Colmel  Stanley  thereby  getting  ported  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  the 
his  salary  increased  frran  ;^65o'to  ^800  Deputy  Adjutant-General  and  the  Chief 
a  year.  Colcwiel  Robertson  had  previously  of  Intelligence,  I  have  to  accept  it,  be- 
been  acting  as  Commander  of  the  Field  cause,  although  I  have  been  charged  with 
Forces  and  District  Commandant  of  refusing  to  hear  the  voice  of  experts,  I 
Victoria.  He  has  led  in  the  field  know  that  in  matters  of  this  kind  I  must 
as    many    as    4,000     troops,     whereas  be  guided  by  them. 

Colonel  Stanley  has  all  his  life  been  con-  Mr.  Wilks. — There  is  a  good  deal  of 

nected  with  big  gims,  and  has  never  had  human  nature  among  experts.    They  will 

more  than  280  men  under  him.     Although  "  stick  to  a  pal." 

he  has  absolutely  no  knowledge  of  field  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  should 

work,  he  has  been  put  in  charge  of  the  he  as  good  a  judge  of  human  nature  as 

^Victorian  Forces.-    If  war  arose,  I,  with  any  one. 

the  other  militiainen,  would  have  to  follow  Mr.  Ewing. — If  I  were  at  the  head  of 

him  into  the  field ;  but  if  I  asked  any  one  the  Defence  DepartrnenpfMj^JKdfo  four 

*o  serve  under  him,  I  should  be  knowingly  years  more,  I  a^BW^VVwbAgh  about 
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the  subject  to  be  ^le  to  say  So-and-so 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  right  man  for  the 
position." 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  Minister  would  really 
be  the  General  Officer  Commanding. 

Mr.  EwtNG. — I  believe  tiiat  (xie  could' 
learn  a  great  deal  about  defence  in  that 
time.  Nine-tenths  of  it  is  common  sense. 
If  an  expert  cannot  satisfy  me  that  what 
he  proposes  would  be  a  sensible  thing  to 
do  in  every-day  life,  I  refuse  to  sanctim 
his  proposal. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  does  the  Minister 
do  when  experts  differ  ? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^As  a  rule,  if  two  experts 
are  appointed  to  settle  a  question,  the  re- 
sult is,  not  a  dedsion,  but  a  quarrel.  All 
I  can  do  in  (%rtain  cases  is  to  accept  tbe 
opijiiixis  given  to  me. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  thank  tbe  Minister 
for  his  interposition,  and  admit  that  he 
is  doing  his  best.  I  have  not  brought 
any  matter  before  him  with  which  he  has 
not  tried  to  deal  reascmably.  My  point  is 
that  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  should  know 
something  about  ordnance,  and  when  the  new 
scheme  is  under  cwisideration,  I  hope  that 
the  Minister  will  be  able  to  provide  for 
respOTsibiiity  in  regard  to  re-organization. 
I  shall  be  glad  for  him  to  remain  in  office 
some  years  longer,  because  he  has  done 
ffjod  work.  We  have  had  too  many 
changes  of  Ministers. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  the  6rst 
Minister  who  has  satisfied  the  hcuiorable 
member. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— He  has  not  done  all 
that  I  wanted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  is  the  only 
Minister  whom  the  honorable  member  has 
not  attacked  fiercely. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Minister  should 
be  grateful  for  "the  light  which  I  throw 
upon  the  wtwking  of  his  Department, 
which  enables  him  to  know  of  things 
which  would  otherwise  be  concealed  from 
him.  He  usually  finds  my  suggestions 
reasonable,  and  acts  accordingly. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  am  ready  to  inquire  into 
any  matter  brought  before  me  1^  any  hon- 
orable member,  and  to  do  what  I  think 
right  in  respect  to  it. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Minister  has  said 
that  on  more  than  one  occasion.  With  re- 
gard to  the  field  artillery,  he  stated  yes- 
terday that,  in  his  opinion,  a  field  artillery- 
man should  have  fort^-two  days'  training. 

Mr.  EwxNG. — I  said  that  that  would  not 
be  an  ortieme  period. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  might  be  too  sborib 


Mr.  EwiNG. — It  migtk. 

Mr.  CROUCH.—Doos  not  .that  reply 
give  away  the  case  for  proposing  to  use 
militiamen  or  volunteers  foe  field  artillery? 
Such  men  could  not  afford  to  undergo 
forty-two  days'  training;.  The  Boers  found 
to  -^leir  cost  that,  while  th^  could  train 
infantry  quickly,  knowledge  of  the  ccm- 
plicated  machinery  connected  with  the 
modem  gun  takes  long  training  to  acquire. 
Unfortunately,  under  the  Act  we  cannot 
have  permanent  field  aAillerymen. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  do  not  know  how  that 
came  about. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  was  done  in  the 
face  of  my  protest.  Field  artillerymen 
cannot  be  employed  permanently,  aiid  the 
Department  gets  over  tbe  difficulty  by 
using  garrisod  artillery  to  fona  an  instruc- 
tional cadre  for  field  artillery.  The  Min- 
ister stated  in  a  recent  interview  that  the 
garrison  artillerymen  ought  to  be  confined 
to  garrison  work,  whidi  is  pradically  an 
indorsement  of  the  opinicm  that  there  must 
be  a  nucleus  of  permanent  men  for  the 
field  artillery. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Unfortunately,  there  is  no 
provision  for  thenk. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  hope  that  the  Min- 
ister will  considn  the  mafter  in  connexion 
with  the  new  defence  scheme.  Although 
he  has  been  generally  reasonable,  I  wish 
to  mention  an  instance  in  which  he  has 
not  done  raactly  what  Parliament  wishes 
to  be  done.  There  are  some  in  his  De> 
partmeiA  who  deliberately  try  to  prev«it 
effect  being  given  to  the  wirfies  of  Par- 
liament. The  matter  to  which  I  refer 
is  one  to  which  I  have  beto  drawing  at- 
tention during  the  last  seven  years — tbe 
granting  of  axnmissions  to  rankers.  Sec- 
tion II  of  the  Defence  Act  of  1903  pro- 
vides that — 

Id  the  &rst  appomtment  of  officers,  preference 
shall  be  givea,  in  the  cue  of  equality  of 
qualifications,  to  peraons  who  have  served  in  tha 
Defence  Force  for  three  years  withoat  a  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^But  that  Act  is  not 
carried  out. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  am  going  to  make 
an  effort,  so  far  as  this  matter,  at  all 
events,  is  ccmcerned,  to  have  it  carried 
out.  I  may  be  described  as  an  agitatM* 
for  raising  this  question  again  and  again^ 
but  I  think  that,  in  coaumxi  justice  to  the 
ranker,  we  should  see  that  this  right  is 
not  denied  him.  If  the  Act  had  been 
property  administered  fwfsenie^tiffe,  tbe 
Minister  would  nd^1lE^^iVW^^$Bhlt  u 
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be  does  to  secure  dficient*  artiHerymen. 
When  Senator  Playford  held  crfBce  as  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  the  Prime  Minister,  on 
his  behalf,  offered  to  arrange  for  me  to 
meet  him  and  some  of  the  cheers  of  the 
Department,  with  the  object  of  discussing 
an  amendment  of  the  regulations  relating 
to  the  granting  of  commissions  to  r.inkers. 
Unfortunately,  at  the  last  general  election 
Senates  Playford  was  Sefeated.  The  Con- 
ference, however,  took  place,  those  present 
being  the  Inspector-General.  Major-General 
Hoad ;  the  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Board,  Colonel  Wallaclc;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Military  Board,  Mr.  Pethebridge;  the 
present  Minister  of  Defence,  and  myself. 
At  that  Conference  it  was  agreed  that 
arrangements  ought  to  be  made  to  enable 
rankers  to  compete  for  commissions,  and, 
what  is  still  more  important,  that,-  in  all 
examinations,  their  military  experience 
should  be  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  precisely 
what  is  absolutely  igncved. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  is  the  use  of 
military  experience  on  the  part  of  candi- 
dates unless  they  have  a  "  toney  "  style? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  was  glad  to  find 
that  mil itary  men  1  ike  the  Inspector- 
Goieral  and  Colonel  Wallack  were  strongly 
in  favour  of  rankers  being  allowed  this 
right,  and  to  hear  than  admit  the  absolute 
necessity  for  better  oflBcers  in  the  Depart- 
ment. The  Prime  Minister  and  the  pre- 
sent Minister  of  Defence  have  always  been 
in  favour  of  rankers  being  eligible  for 
commissions,  and  the  Prime  Minister,  in 
September,  1905,  said  that  he  could  not 
conceive  of  a  Department  in  which  first 
consideratitxi  would  not  be  given  to  the 
professional  experience  of  a  man  or  an 
officer.  At  the  Conference  to  which  I 
have  referred,  however,  I  could  obtain  no 
definite  assurance  from  the  military  men 
present.  There  seemed  to  be  in  the  back- 
ground some  person  whom  (he  ofBcers 
were  afraid  to  offend.  It  certainly  was 
not  the  Minister,  and  the  officers  present 
agreed  that  the  course  pn^nsed  was  the 
right  thing  to  do. 

Mr.  EwiNG.— What  did  they  do? 

Mr.  CROUCH— After  a  good  deal  of 
correspondence  between  the  Departmmt 
and  myself,  new  regulations,  dated  4th 
F^vuary,  1908,  have  been  issued  in  re- 
gard to  appointments  to  first  commissions 
in  the  Roval  Australian  Engineers.  In 
the  first  place,  I  find  that  those  amend-id 
regulatioas  disregard  the  preferentx  granted 


bv  the  Act  to  candidates  who  have  seamd 
fox  three  years  without  a  commisacxi. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — They  are  presumed  to  be 
based  on  the  Act. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Act  provides  that, 
in  'the  case  of  equality  of  qualificaticHi. 
preference  shall  be  given  to  those  who  have 
served  for  three  years  in  the  ranks  "  with 
out  a*  commission."  In  these  amending 
regulations  those  significant  wwds  an 
omitted. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Does  the  omisuon  make 
any  practical  difference? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— It  does.  I  recognise 
that  the  Minister  cannot  do  everything, 
but  if  I  were  a  Minister,  and  my  specifir 
instructions  were  disregarded  b^  a  sub- 
ordinate, I  should  refuse  to  provide  on  the 
Estimates  for  his  salary  uqtil  I  had  from 
him  a  satisfactory  explanation.  In  thai 
way  alone  should  we  trea^  a  number  ol 
officers  in  this  Department  who  have  de 
ceived  the  Minister  and  Parliament.  If 
is  provided  in  the  rww  regulations  for  th( 
examination  of  candidates  for  appointment 
to  first  onnmissicHis  in  the  Rental  Aus- 
tralian Engineers,  that — 

To  be  etig:ble  for  appointment  in  the  Koyal 
Australian  Engineers,  a  candidate  .... 
must  have — 

{a)  Served  as  a  pupil  for  three  yean  in 
engineering  workshops  during"  wbkt' 
one  year  ^all  have  been  spent  iD  tbt 
drafting  office;  or. 

That  will  exclude  many  men — 

{i)  served  for  three  years  as  an  articled 
pupil,  or  its  equivalent,  in  a  ie~ 
putable  civil  engineering,  electrical 
engineering,  or  architectural  firm,  o» 
in  a  Government  engineering  or  archi- 
tectural office ;  or, 

(<)  completed  the  three  years'  course  for  p 
degree  of  bachelor  of  engineering,  or 
its  equivalent,  in  any  university  or 
technical  school. 

Only  such  persons  are  eligible. 

Mr.  Swing. — ^The  intention  was  to  make 
the  regulations  as  broad  as  possible,  and 
to  give  ample  opportunities  to  rankers  as 
well  as  a  preference  to  those  who  had 
served  for  "three  years.  If  the  regula- 
tion does  not  carry  out  that  intention  1 
shall  see  that  it  is  amended. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  officer'  instructed 
b^  the  Minister  to  draw  up  this  regtila* 
tion  has  evidently  induced  the  Minister  to 
cause  the  Governor-General  in  Courxal  te 
pass  these  provIsi<»i5,  in  the  belief  that 
th^  give  efre(^,gi^5^,^Ge«9^ 
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Mr.  EwiNG.— The  officer  may  be  under 
the  impressicm  that  he  has  camed  out  our 
inteiTticH). 

Mr.  CROUCH. — Then  the  oflScer  does 

nti  know  his  wor"k.  Will  the  Minister,  be- 
fore his  salary  in  the  Estimates  is 
reached,  give  us  the  name  of  the  (tffioer 
who  drew  ihem  up  ? 

Mr.  E  WING.  — is  it  not  a  ■Board 
business  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Once  again  we  find 
it  impossible  to  aheet  home  the  respcxisi- 
bility  for  these  matters.  The  offender  is  a 
committee,  not  a  man. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — 1  repeat  that  if  the  new 

regulation  ,  does  not  carry  out  the  intention 
of  the  Act  I  shall  see  "that  it  does. 

Mr.  CROUCH.  —  Honorable  members 
will  remember  the  case  of  Corporal  Watts, 
which  was  discussed  in  this  House  in 
September, ,  1905.  General  Gordon  re- 
fused to  allow  Watts  to  go  up  fur  ex- 
aminadon,  holding  that  he  had  not  the 
necessary  qualifications;  but  when  he  was 
permitted  to  present  himself  he  beat  all 
his  competitors.  When  his  case  was  dis- 
cussed in  this  House  the  Prime  Minister 
promised  that  military  qualification  should 
be  considered  in  the  making  of  appoint- 
merfts.  A  perusal  of  the  syllabus  for 
the  examination  of  candidates  for  com- 
missions in  the  Royal  Australian  Artillery 
will  show  how  that  promise  has  been 
carried  out.  Warrant  officers  and  men 
who  have  served  three  years,  in  the  Roval 
Australian  Artillery  may  go  up  for  ex- 
amination, but  the  regulations  have  been 
so  amended  as  to  deprive  rankers  of  the 
advantage  of  the  three  concluding  words  in 
section  11  of  the  Act  of  1903. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — How  can  the  omission  of 
the  words  "  without  a  commission  "  take 
away  the  preference  granted  by  section  n 
to  a  man  who  has  served  three  years  in 
the  ranks  J 

Mr.  CROUCH.  ~  The  preference 
granted  to  such  men  is  taken  from  them 
since  the  omission  of  the  words  places 
them  on  an  equal  footing  with  a  large 
number  of  men  who  have  held  a  commis- 
sion for  three  years.  The  svllabus  has 
been  divided,  with  a  cuteness  for  which 
there  is  no  apparent  reason,  into  obliga- 
tory and  voluntary  subjects.  The  obli- 
gatory subjects  include  arithmetic,  algebrp., 
gewnetry,  euclid.  plain  trigonometry,  men- 
™^tion,  elementary  hydrostatics  and  me- 
"cs,  and  the  use  of  logarithms.  That 
:e  hard  enough  for  a  ranker  to  face. 


Mr.  EwiNd. — But  things  are  better  than 
they  were,  are  they  not  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— They  are  xery  much 
better,  and  all  my  remarks  are  subject  to 
the  consideration  that  the  Minister,  in  this 
connexion,  has  made  a  very  great  improve- 
ment. Amongst  the  voluntary  subjects  are 
elementary  hydrostatics  and  mechanics, 
English  and  Australian  history,  military 
engineering,  map  reading  and  field  sketeh- 
ing.  We  must  remember  that  this  is  a 
competitive  examination,  and  see  how  it 
works  out.  According  to  the  regulations 
a  candidate,  in  order  to  count  marks  in  a 
voluntary  subject,  must  obtain  .5  marks 
in  that  subject.  The  regulation  goes  on  to 
say — 

The  marks  so  obtained  will  be  added  to  those 
gained  in  the  obligatory  subjects.  The  candi- 
date wjio  obtains  the  highest  total  number  of 
marks  in  the  obligatory  and  voluntary  will 
(provided  he  has  "qualined"  in  the  obligatorj 
subjects)  receive  tlie  'appointment. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  honorable  member's 
contention  is  that  this  addition  of*  the 
marks,  and  so  on,  virtually  renders  the 
whole  of  the  subjects  obligatory  ? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Absolutely.  What 
chance  would  an  ordinary  soldier,  after  two 
or  three  years  of  service,  have  against  any 
one  who  happened  to  know  all  about  elemen- 
tary hydrostatics  and  mechanics?  The 
maximtmi  number  of  marks  is  1,350;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  anv  B.A.  or  matricu- 
lated student  could  easily  obtain  1,250  or 
1,300.  But  what  I  desire  to  point  out 
most  emphatically  is  that  there  are  no  bub- 
jects  connected  with  the  work  which  the 
soldiers  will  have  to  perform  in  the  future. 
How  can  we  have  good  artillervmen,  if  we 
do  not  find  put  their  qualifications  as  artil- 
lerymen at  the  examinati(Mi  ?  Three  years 
at  Queenscliff  or  any  of  the  other  stations 
are  not  calculated  to  keep  up  a  man  in  mere 
text-book  education,  and  the  examination, 
as  I  ha^-e  said,  is  absolutely  silent  on  real 
professional  work. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  shall  look  into  the  mat- 
ter again,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  as  much 
improvement  after  the  next  revision  as  the 
honorable  member  has  been  good  enough  to 
acknowledfje  took  place  after  the  first. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— If  the  Minister  will 
make  as  much  improvement  as  he  did  the 
last  time,  he  will  satisfy  a  large  number  of 
men  who  desire  to  enter  for  this  examina- 
tion, htit  who  at  present  regard  such  a  step 
as  absolutelv  hopeless.  Four  commissions 
in  the  Royal  Australian  Artillery  are  adver- 
tised for  competition ;  but,  under  such  con- 
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ditkms,  what  rankers  oould  enter?  I  am 
quite  sure  that  if  the  Minister  were  put  on 
military  duty  at  Townsville  or  Thursday 
Island  for  two  or  three  years,  he  would  not 
care  to  face  an  examination  in  the  first 
three  bot^s  of  Euclid,  or  enter  into  a  com- 
petition with  more  highly  educated  or 
trained  minds  when  his  schooling  had  be- 
come rust\-.  I  question  very  much  whether 
the  way  in  which  these  regulations  are 
<lrawn  does  not  render  nugatory  the  deares 
and  c^inions  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  shall  look  into  the  whole 
matter  again,  and  do  the  best  I  can. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  have  to  thank  the 
Minister  for  the  attention  he  has  given  to 
this  matter.  I  have  to  add  that  the  hort- 
orable  gentleman  has  been  very  good  to  the 
men  whose  cause  I  have  been  fighting — 
there  has  been  no  Minister  of  Defence  so 
obliging  and  reasonable  in  e^-ery  way. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.32]. — I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the  House 
long,  because  in  the  first  place,  it  appears 
to  roe  absolutely  useless  to  address  myself 
to  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  Page.— Why? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Let  the  honor- 
able member  observe  the  sparse  attendance, 
and  then  repeat  his  question.  And  this  is 
so,  when  the  greatest  of  all  national  ques- 
ticxis  is  under  consideration,  and  we  are 
asked  to  vote  away  nearly  250,000. 
T  think  the  Minister  of  Defence  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  fact  that  he  is  the 
first  occupant  of  the  office  who  has  suc- 
ceeded in  satisfying  the  honorable  member 
for  Corio. 

Mr.  Crouch.— I  am  not  quite  satisfied, 
but  nearly. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  quite 
touching !  Perhaps  it  would  be  just  as 
well  to  banish  from  our  minds  all  recol- 
lections of  the  past,  when  these  Estimates 
ate  under  consid^ation,  because  my  ex- 
perience has  been  most .  unfortunate.  I 
na^'e  a  number  of  outstanding  troubles, 
none  of  which  I  can  get  rectified. 

Mr.  Page. — Has  the  Minister  not  pro- 
oused  anything? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes;  and  one 
Terr  serious  complaint  I  have  against  the 
Minister  is  that  he  has  deliberately  broken 
his  word  to  roe  in  connexion  with  a  very 
grave  matter. 

Mr.  Crouch. — 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
To  charge  a  Minister  with  deliberately 
breaking  his  word  is  c^ensive  to  me  as  a 
member  of  Parliament. 


The  CHAIRMAX.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  to  withdraw 
the  statement  to  which  exception  has  been 
taken. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK —Certainly,  I 
withdraw,  and  say  that  the  Minister  did 
not  keep  his  promise ;  though  I  think  that 
is  much  the  same  as  I  said  before.  There 
is  abundance  of  proof  in  the  House  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  am  saying;  indeed,  the 
Minister's  own  colleague  could  confirm  my 
statement.  Ho\iever,  the  matter  is  not  ripe 
for  treatment  yet,  though  there  is  a  nice 
little  drama  unfolding. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  am  quite  prepared  to  in- 
fbrm  the  House  as  to  any  action  I  have 
taken. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  mat- 
ter is  not  complete,  and,  in  the  interests 
of  the  men  themselves,  I  do  not  care  now 
to  discuss  it.  I  do  not  blame  the  Minister 
altogether,  except  for  the  fact  that  he  pro- 
mised, not  only  myself,  but  the  House, 
that  the  matter  should  be  rectified. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  have  much  hope — I 
thought  I  could. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— In  my  judg- 
ment, there  was  absolutely  nothing  in  the 
way  of  the  Minister  doing  what  he  pro- 
mised. 

Mr.  EwiNG.^ — wonder  whv  every  Min- 
ister of  Defence  for  the  last  eight  ■  years 
has  not  done  it ! 

Mr.  ■  JOSEPH  COOK. —Because  the 
opportunity  never  occurred  as  it  did  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  who  declined  to  take 
advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  the  honorable  member 
referring  to  Major  Lenehan? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
of  a  captain  who  has  commanded 
a  regiment  for  two  years,  with  a  cap- 
tain's pay  and  privileges,  and  who  has 
a  career  behind  him  such  as  few  in 
this  country  have,  or  may  ever  hope 
to  have.  However,  I  do  not  desire  tci  deal 
with  the  matter  now,  btrause,  as  I  say, 
the  time  is  not  ripe.  I  wonder  why  the 
Treasurer  looks  at  ma  so  jKitlu-ticaily  when 
I  refer  to  this  subject  '■  1  have  no  doubt 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  has  an  opinion 
of  his  own  on  the  matter.  Then,  I  am  un- 
fortunate in  other  respects.  For  four  or 
five  years,  I  have  been  endeavouring  to 
ha\e  a  rifle  range  provided  at  Parramatta, 
a  place  of  12,000  inhabitants. 

Mr.  EwiNG.^ — There  never  has  been  one 
there,  has  there  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No,  an-i  I  can- 
not gat  one.  DigitizedbyLaOOQlC 
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Mr.  EwiNG. — I  shall  arrange  for  it — 
trust  me,  and  it  will  be  all  right  I 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  took  all  the 
resources  of  the  Department  to  discover 
that  a  range  could  not  be  found  at  Parra- 
matta. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Who  is  the  commandant 
•ver  there? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— General  Gor- 
don, I  believe. 

.Mr.  Page. — No  wwider  a  range  could 
not  be  found  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  not  the 
pleasure'  of  G^ieral  Gord(xi's  acquaint- 
ance j  but  I  suppose  that  in  another  five 
years  we  may  hope  for  a  range.  Then,  in 
another  part  of  my  electorate,  the  Minister 
has  recently  abruptly  closed  the  rifle 
range. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  had  nothing  to  do  with 

it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Min- 
ister say  that  he  is  not  responsible? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  say  I  knew  nothing 
about  it.  I  shall  make  a  statement  when 
die  hcHiorable  member  sits  down. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  did  not  say 
diat  the  Minister  knew  anything  about  the 
matter.  His  oflScers  go  the  length  of  rip- 
ping up  the  arrangement  of  twenty  years, 
and  then  they  report  to  the  Minister  that 
ibey  have  done  it. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  honorable  member  is 
stxnetimes  hard  on  me  for  not  following  the 
advice  of  experts,  but  experts  did  this  thing. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— I  say  that  this 
is  a  simple  case  of  administrafion.  That  is 
all.  It  is  no  expert  matter.  Here  is  u  case 
in  which  there  is  a  conpany  of  riflemen 
seventy-five  strong,  who  have  had  a  range 
in  a  gully  for  eighteen  years  past ;  and  all 
at  once  some  interested  land-owner  reports 
that  some  bullets  are  dropping  on  his  pro- 
perty. We  cannot  get  to  know  who  the 
land-owner  is,  or  where  the  bullets  have 
dropped.  They  cannot  be  traced  All  that 
the  land-owner  has  to  do,  however,  is  to 
make  a  complaint  to  the  Department,  when, 
without  an  atom  of  ccmsideration  for  the 
riflemen,  the  range  is  absolutely  closed.  The 
riflemen  are  not  even  consulted  about  it, 
or  told  that  it  is  intended  to  close  it.  They 
have  no  opp<»:tunity  of  making  a  OHnpIaint 
bef  we  the  thing  is  dme. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Is  the  honorable  manber 
quite  sure  that  the  Minister  himself  did  not 
tell  him  about  this  matter  first? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  the  secre- 
tary of  the  rifle  club  told  me  abcwt  it.  The 
Minister  cerUinly  did  not.    All  the  infor- 


mation that  the  Department  has  on  the  sub- 
ject is  contained  on  one  sheet  of  paper  con- 
taining a  report  of  about  loo  words,  and 
it  has  taken  the  Minister  a  fortnight  to  get 
even  that.  There  is  not  a  word  from  the 
State  Commandant  about  it.  The  Com- 
mandant in  New  South  Wales  sems  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  anything  of  this  sort. 
One  finds  his  initials  on  a  paper  or  two,  and 
that  is  all.  If  anything  could  be  more  inept 
and  more  absurd  than  the  methods  of 
procedure  of  the  Defence  Department  I  do 
not  know  of  it.  Do  Honorable  monSers 
mean  to  tell  me  that  the  Minister  is  not 
respcHisible  for  that  kind  of  thing  ?  It  is  a 
Ministerial  matter  pure  and  simple.  If 
the  Minister  is  content  to  allow  his  cheers 
to  do  this  sort  of  thing  he  must  accept  the 
responsibility. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — The  Minister  has 
too  many  military  experts  lodcing  after 
things. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  is  not  a 
matter  of  expert  knowledge,  or  anything  of 
.the  sort.  It  is  a  pure  mattn*  of  business 
administratis  as  to  whether  officers  are  to 
be  allowed  to  close  ranges  and  deprive  rifle- 
men of  privileges  which  they  have  enjoyed 
for  twenty  years,  without  paying  them  or 
the  Minister  the  compliment  of  reporting 
about  it  until  called  upon  to  do  so.  That 
is  the  c(xnplaint  I  have  to  make. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  do  worse  things 
than  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  I  were  Min- 
ister they  would  not  do  them. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  I  am  too  easy-going?  I  do 
not  think  that  my  c^Scers  think  so. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  most  active  Minister 
we  have  ever  had. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Even  the  deputy  leader 
of  the  Opposition  cannot  find  it  in  his  heart 
to  blame  the  Minister  seriously. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  seem  to  be  the 
unfortunate  victim,  for  certainly  I  cannot 
get  a  thing  done  in  the  Department.  This 
range  is  closed  in  my  district,  and  when 
I  go  to  the  Minister  he  says  "  What  can  I 
do?"  I  have  tried  to  help  the  Ministw 
.in  every  way  I  could.  I  furnished  him 
with  a  series  of  photographs,  showing  the 
range  from  every  pcnnt  of  view.  The  re- 
port states  that  the  district  is  thickly  in- 
habited. There  is  not  a  single  house  on 
the  range  or  anywhere  near  it — not  one. 
The  report  also  says  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  cross  roads  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Now  and  again  ii|»giit^bykl^d^teibla 
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members  have,  I  dare  say,  lucked  their 
foot  against  a  stump  marking'  a  road.  That 
is  the  sort  of  road  that  is  to  be  found  on 
this  estate.  The  range  is  in  a  gully.  A 
more  perfect  place  for  a  rifle  range  there 
could  not  be.  Nothing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood has  been  altered  for  the  last  ten  years. 
Not  a  house  has  been  put  up  anywhere.  If 
the  Minister  could  see  the  place,  he  would 
not  hesitate  two  minutes  about  restoring  to 
the  riflemen  the  privileges  they  have  had, 
and  of  which  they  have  been  iieprived  with- 
out the  slightest  justificatiiui.  The  men 
have  been  deprived  of  their  opportunities 
of  practising,  and  can  get  no  satisfaction 
fran  any  oat.  Surely  sane  of  these  ex- 
perts in  Sydney  could  have  gone  up  to  the 
cli^b  and '  discussed  the  matter  with  the 
men,  with  a  view  of  determining  how  best 
they  could  continue  their  useful  practice. 
But  instead  of  that  the  experts  shut  down 
the  range  and  have  since  done  nothing 
whatever.  The  men  cannot  find  out  for 
what  reasc»i  the  action  has  been  taken. 
Thev  would  be  delighted  if  they  could 
ascertain  who  the  land-owner  is.  But 
the  Minister  does  not  know.  He 
must  forgive  me  if,  with  all  these 
things  taking  place,  I  say.  that  I  do 
not  think  he  is  doing  his  duty  in  respect 
of  the  complaints  that  are  made  in  my 
electorate.  It  is  about  time  that  a  move 
was  made  in  New  South  Wales  in  regard 
to  administrative  methods.  I  am  not 
pleading  that  the  Minister  should  ride 
rough-shod  over  his  officers,  but  I  am  say- 
ing that  in  awinexitm  with  the  administra- 
tive work  of  his  Department  he  should  trv 
to  infuse  a  business  spirit  into  them,  so 
that  grievances  may  be  rectified  without 
being  dragged  on  week  after  week  and 
month  after  month,  with  the  red  tape  leng- 
thening by  the  mile  whilst  the  affairs  of  the 
Department  stand  still.  I  believe  that  the 
exp1anati(Hi  of  the  matter  about  which  I 
have  been  complaining  is  that  some  one  had 
bought  a  block  of  land  swnewhere  near  the 
range.  That  is  all  we  can  surmise.  If 
the  riflemen  could  find  out  the  land-owner 
thev  might  be  able  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  him. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Has  another 
range  been  provided  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  the  men 
have  been  simply  told  that  their  old  range 
is  closed,  and  there  is  an  rad  of  it.  They 
have  not  even  been  paid  the  ocxnplimmt  of 
receiving  an  explanation  from  the  cheers 
responsible. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  pretty  rough. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  done  all 
that  I  could  to  bring  the  matter  under  the 
notice  of  the  Minister.  I  gctt  photographs 
for  him  showing  the  range  from  every  point 
of  view.  I  think  he  will  admit  that  he 
saw  no  house  in  the  whole  series  of  views 
presented. . 

Mr.  Page. — Where  is  the  range  sit- 
uated? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  near 
Gladesville.  The  oxidition  of  affairs 
which  has  been  revealed  in  oonnexim  with 
this  case  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  make  the 
Minister  take  action  of  a  drastic  character 
with  reference  to  these  matters  in  New 
South  Wales.  I  know  that  the  Min- 
ister is  more  or  less  in  the  hands 
of  his  officers,  but  ivhen  he  gets 
glaring  cases  like  this,  of  high-handed 
action— for  I  call  it  nothing  but  ruthless 
rough'-riding  over  men  who  are  doing  their 
best  to  serve  the  Commonwealth — he  ought 
to  see  that  fair  treatment  is  secured.  He 
should  insist  upon  his  officers  over  in  New 
South  Wales  behaving  as  man  to  man,  and 
should  inform  them  that  they  ought  not  to 
haw  clcsed  this  range  without  at  l«ist  dis- 
cussing the  matter  with  the  club.  I  am 
not  bringing  this  instance  forward  with  the 
idea  of  ventilating  a  grievance.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  my  mentioning  it  will  help 
me  to  get  the  trouble  rectified.  It  may 
produce  a  nasty  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
officers.  But  I  caimot  help  that.  I  simply 
quote  these  cases  as  being  symptomatic  of 
great  want  of  administrative  aptitude  in 
connexion  with  the  Forces  in  New  Soiith 
Wales. 

Mr.  Crouch. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber considers  the  "  nasty  feeling  '*  of  mili- 
tary authorities  when  they  are  criticised, 
he  will  never  get  anything  done. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  quite  in- 
different about  that.  I  make  these  remarks 
with  a  view  of  bringing  atx>ut  a  change  for 
the  better.  Has  the  New  South  Wales 
Commandant  nothing  to  do  with  a  matter 
of  this  sort?  Why  in  the  name  of  con- 
science do  we  need  to  pay  him  ;^900  a 
year  to  control  affairs  if  all  he  can  do  is 
to  scratch  his  initials  on  a  paper  like  this 
— ^which  a  boy  could  do  for  £$0  a 
year?  It  is  about  time  that  these  officers 
were  held  to  their  responsibilitv.  I  am 
afraid  that  they  are  not  held  to 'it  as  they 
ought  to  be  at  present.  Perhaps,  if  fhey 
ware,  serious  trouble  would  arise.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  discontent,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio,  has  pointed  out. 
The  whole  servi(!$it!zifibyK£t6higQk6th  it. 
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There  has  never  been  anything  like  it  so 
far  as  I  know.  Things  were  infinitely 
better  in  New  South  Wales  imder  State 
control  than  they  have  been  since  Federa- 
tion. The  honorable  member  for  Corio 
says  that  it  was  the  same  in  Victoria.  One 
of  the  prime  functions  to  be  developed  by 
the  Federal  Parliament  was  the  defence 
of  AustraHa.  The  very  greatest  of  all  the 
questions  with  regard  to  which  it  was  con- 
sidered that  Federation  would  secure  ad- 
vantages was  this.  We  were  told  that  at 
least  we  should  have  an  efficient  defence 
service.  But,  as  a  'matter  of  fact,  things 
are  very  mudi  worse.  In^ciency  is  ram- 
pant, I  am  afraid.  Certainly,  dissatisfac- 
tion is.  In  my  judgment,  what  is  required 
in  connexi<m  with  military  affairs  is  not  so 
much  a  strong  Minister  as  a  strong  man 
at  the  head  of  the  Forces. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —  Give  Major-General 
Hoad  a  "  show." 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  venture  to 
say  that  if  Major-General  Hoad  possessed 
all  the  strong  characteristics  that  the  hon- 
orable member  su^ests,  in  spite  of  his 
official  limitations  he  would  make  himself 
felt 

Mr.  Crouch.— He  cannot ;  he  is  made 
an  inspector  only. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  that  if  Major-General  Hoad 
were  able  to  express  his  opinions  strongly 
and  freely,  in  such  a  way  as  to  appeal  to 
the  people  of  Australia,  he  need  not 
trouble  about  the  technical  regulations. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honorable  member 
would  be  the  first  to  denounce  him  for 
doing  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  be  the 
first  to  commend  him  for  speaking  his 
mind  concerning  our  defences. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honorable  member 
is  inciting  military  officers  to  appeal  from 
the  Minister  to  the  people. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  at  all. 
All  I  want  Major-General  Hoad  to  do  is  to 
let  the  public  know  whether  our  defraices 
are  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  If  he  is  not 
permitted  to  do  that,  the  sooner  we  remove 
him  the  better. 

Mr.  Page. — If  that  statement  came 
from  a  Labour  member,  it  would  be  said 
that  we  were  inciting  the  military  forces 
to  rebellion.  When  all  is  said  and  dcxie, 
this  officer  is  only  Inspector-General. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  so, 
but  if,  as  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Corio 
has  told  us,  he  is  entitled  to  critidse  the 


forces  from  top  to  bottom,  where  is  this 
fearless  criticism? 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  printing  of  his  re- 
port has  been  ordered,  and  the  document 
will,  I  am  sure,  satisfy  the  honwable 
member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  had 
an  Inspector- General  for  three  years  now, 
but  no  fearless  criticism  has  been  forth- 
coming. It  is  about  time  that  we  got  some. 
All  I  suggest  is  that,  if  Major-General 
Hoad  were  the  strong  man  we  have  been 
led  to  believe  him  to  be,  and  I  have  no- 
thing to  say  against  him,  he  would  make 
his  influence  felt.  The  sooner  we  get  a 
strong  controlling  power  applied  to  the 
military  forces,  the  better  it  will  be  for 
our  defence  system.  Notwithstanding 
the  peregrinations  of  Major-General  Hoad, 
and  of  General  Finn  before  him,  the  dis- 
content does  not  cease,  nor  the  inefficiency 
become  less.  We  want  some  one  to  cut 
the  G(»xlian  knot. 

Mr.  Knox.— The  Minister  must  do 
that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
pleads  that  he  is  not  an  expert.  We 
want  a  strong  man  to  show  us  a  way  out  of 
our  troubles. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — We  have  had 
experts  from  the  Old  Country,  with  the 
result  that  confusion  has  been  worse  con- 
founded. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  not 
given  them  a  chance.  Major-General  Sir 
Edward  Button's  scheme  had  not  time  to 
mature.  He  wished  to  establish  a  mobile 
army  25,000  or  35,000  strong;  but  the 
proper  equipment  was  not  provided . 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McCay  asked  for , 
j^;8oo,ooo  for  the  purpose,  but  the  monev 
was  not  voted.  It  is  useless  to  blame  the 
experts.  Major-General  Hutton  was 
bundled  Home  before  effect  was  given  to 
his  scheme. 

Mr.  Stohrer.— That  was  the  best  place 
for  him.  He  brc^e  up  the  force  in 
Hobart. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Hobart  is  not 
all  Australia,  and,  in  spite  of  our  criti- 
cism, the  forces  have  the  profoundest  re- 
spect for  Major-General  Hutton,  and  think 
that  he  did  good  work.  That  is  the  view 
taken  by  the  rank  and  file. 

Mr.  Mathews.— I  do 'not  think  sa 

Mr  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  felt  that 
they  had  a  good  soldier  over  them. 

Mr.  Mathews.— The  honorable  member 
is  depreciating  Au«|i^^LiOOgIe 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  seems  to  think  that  every  one  who 
criticises  the  existing  state  of  things  is 
anti -Australian. 

Wr.  Mathews.— I  may  be  one-sided, 
but  the  hcncvable  member  is  equally  so, 
though  in  a  ccxitrarv  direction.  He  thinks 
everything  importe(i  good,  and  everything 
Australian  bad. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  the  honorable  member  permits 
himself  to  say  v.  hat  he  knows  is  not  correct. 
S(xnething  has  been  said  about  the  Mili- 
tary Board.  I  have  never  been  much  in 
favour  of  having  such  a  Board.  While  the 
devolu:ion  of  power  may  be  admirable  in  a 
large  army,  where  supreme  Imperial  inter- 
ests are  at  stake,  I  think  that,  considering 
the  size  of  our  Forces,  the  more  direct  and 
unitary  we  make  the  control,  the  better  it 
will  be  for  efficiency.  It  is  said  that  the 
Bn-rd  hardly  ever  meets. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  the  Council  that  does 
not  meet.    The  Board  is  always,  meeting. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Min- 
ister pay  consideration  to  its  recommenda- 
tions ? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — When  I  think  that  they  are 
right 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
did  not  consider  the  Board  capable  of  giv- 
ing advice  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  EwiHG. — On  general  principles  a 
well-informed  layman  Imows  as  mudi  as  a 
member  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  present  con- 
dition of  the  Forces  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  who  has  made 
himself  the  spokesman  for  the  new  order 
of  defence.  The  Prime  Minster  has  not 
given  any  Minister  time  to  gather  together 
the  threads  of  the  Defence  Department, 
and  to  apply  his  experience  and  ability  to 
the  solution  of  its  problms. 

Mr.  CROtTCH. — There  have  been  Mily  two 
Ministers  of  Defence  under  the  present 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— This  Ministry 
has  been  in  office  since  the  States  fede- 
rated. 

Mr.  Page.— What  about  the  Reid- 
McLean  >(inistry? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK. —It  was  in  office 
for  a  very  short  time,  but  ifs  Minister  of 
Defence  did  more  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
things  than  any  other  whom  we  have  had. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — He  introduced  the  Board 
system  which  the  hcmorable  member  con- 
cienms. 


Mr.  Crouch. — He  adopted  a  draft  made 
by  the  Labour  Government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  recollection 
is  that  he  was  not  enthusiastic  about  the 
scheme,  but  determined  to  give  it  a  trial. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  Board  has  done 
much  good,  and  the  socHier  we  have  a  uni- 
tary control  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
F(»TOs.  The  trouble  all  along  has  been  at 
the  top.  We  are  told  that  when  anything 
important  has  to  be  done,  the  State  Com- 
mandants are  regarded  as  of  no  account. 
Where  is  there  in  Australia  a  Commandant 
who  would  be  likely  to  be  consulted  to- 
morrow in  regard  to  any  important  question 
affecting  the  defence  policy  of  Australia? 

Mr.  Page. — They  were  all  invited  to  give 
expression  to  their  opinions,  and  the  invita- 
tion was  extended  to  the  honorable  member 
amongst  others. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  complaint 
is  that  I  do  not  know  what  I  have  to  criti- 
cise and  discuss.  Some  enrellent  speeches 
have  been  made.  As  I  said  last  night  the 
Prime  Minister  is  a  first-class  showman  to 
dress  a  shop  window.  He  does  the  work 
admirably,  but  the  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  does  not  know  what  he  means  in 
regard  to  the  new  defence  policy. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do;  and  I  am  with  him 
heart  and  soul. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  venture  to  say 
that  the  honorable  member  does  not  know 
definitelv  what  the  new  scheme  is.  He  does 
not  know  for  instance  what  the  Prime  l^fin- 
ister  proposes  to  do  in '  regard  to  the 
Militia  or  the  Volunteer  Forcra. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not,  and  I 
shall  listen  with  great  interest  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  exposition  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  scheme.  Meantime,  T  would 
point  out  that  it  seems  to  be  varying  every 
dav.  Dav  after  dav  we  have  some  modi- 
ficati<Hi  of  it.  That  is  rather  a  good  thing, 
but  we  must  wait  nt  le-ist  until  the  com- 
.plete  scheme  has  been  unfolded  before  we 
shall  be  able  to  criticise  it  as  we  have  be»i 
invited  to  do.  So  far  as  I  am  able  tf> 
judge,  the  scheme  requires  a  great  deal 
more  explanation.  We  are  supposed  to  be 
ndonting  the  Swiss  method  of  a  citizen 
soldiery. 

Mr.  Page. — Not  wholly. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  cominr  to 
that  point.  I  had  not  intended  to  touch 
upon  this  phase  of  the  question,  but  there 
is  one  consideration  that  I  .should  WVc-  to 
put  before  the  Minister  iirnassinfl.  I  under- 
stand that  SwiBlg^tSf^eP^m^l^^congested 
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mountainous  country,  for  which  room  could 
be  found  over  and  over  again  in  one  of 
our  States — ^iitcurs  on  defence  an  exp«idi- 
ture  of  ;£i,50OfO0O  per  annum.  Having 
regard  to  the  difference  in  values  that  ex- 
penditure is  equivalent  to  at  least 
j^3,ooo,ooo  per  annum  in  Australia.  That 
being  so,  how  are  we  going  to  establi^  a 
svstem  of  defence  over  3,000  miles  of  ter- 
ritory without  any  increase  in  our  Esti- 
mates? 

Mr.  Page. — The  Prime  Minister  savs 
that  there  will  be  an  increase. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  says  that 
there  will  be  no  increase  on  ttie  militar 
side. 

Mr.  EwiNO. — There  will  be  an  increase 
of  about  ;^2oo,ooo.  Has  the  honorable 
member  considered  the  number  of  men  in 

the  defence  forces  of  Switzerland? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  not 
material  to  the  issue  as  to  the  ^ficiency  of 
the  defences  of  Switzerland,  and  those  of 
Australia.  The  honorable  gentleman  and 
his  chief  have  laid  it  down  that  our  ideal 
should  be  to  secure  a  force  at  least  as  effi- 
cient as  is  that  of  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  How  is  that  efficiency  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  orpenditure  proposed,  when, 
having  regard  to  values  in  the  two  coun- 
tries, the  cost  of  Switzerland's  defence  is 
equal  to  ;^3,ooo,ooo  iper  annum.  How  are 
we  going  to  defend  Australia,  with  its  vast 
territory,  for  ^^800,000,  or  /"goo, 000  per 
annum,  under  a  scheme  approximatine  to 
that  adopted  in  Switzerland,  which  involves 
an  outlay  of  500,000  per  annum.  I 
(rfFer  this  criticism  with  the  desire  to  obtain 
an  answer.  I  do  not  intend  to  criticise  the 
new  scheme  until  it  is  placed  before  the 
House  in  concrete  form.  What  has  been 
done  so  far  has  been  largely  in  the  nature 
of  fireworks.  The  Prime  Minister  is  run- 
ning what  is  just  now  a  very  popular  show, 
and  we  shall  find,  when  we  come  to  touch 
the  fanciful  dream  indulged  in  by  him  and 
the  Minister  of  Defence,  that  things  will 
not  work  out  as  they  have  been  forecasting. 

Mr.  Page. — ^The  work  of  mapping  out 
a  policy  will  be  no  dream. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  we  come 
to  close  grips  with  the  question  we  shall 
discover  that  it  is  no  dream.  The  questiwi 
I  am  suggesting  will  then  have  to  be 
threshed  out  and  the  Government's  scheme 
will  wear  a  very  different  aspect. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  it  not  time  enough  to 
^■•♦he  devil  good  day  when  one  meets 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course 
everything  in  regard  to  the  defence  of  Aus- 
tralia is  all  right.  Under  our  present  sys- 
tem our  Forces  have  been  encouraged  to 
such  an  extent  that  they  are  3>ooo  below 
the  strength  for  which  the  Estimates  pro* 
vide.  There  is  a  shortage  of  500  kx  600 
officers  and  of  about  2,500  men.  There 
used  to  be  no  shortage  of  either  officers 'or 
men.     Why  is  there  one  to-day? 

Mr.  J.  R.  Catts. — It  must  be  due  to 
Federatiwi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  due  not  to 
the  act  of  Federation,  but  to  the  fact  at 
which  I  have  already  hinted,  that  since 
Federati(xi  no  Minister  of  Defence  has  had 
an  opportunity  to  mature  a  scheme  o' 
defence  and  to  carry  it  to  success.  Minis- 
ter after  Minister  has  passed  through  the 
Department  as  if  it  were  a  mere  stepping 
stone  to  some  other  Ministerial  positicm. 
Instead  of  obtaining  the  best  man  for  the 
office,  keeping  him  there,  and  backing  him 
up,  the  Prime  Minister  has  allowed  five 
or  six  different  members  of  the  Govemmttit 
to  act  as  Ministo'  of  Defence.  The  result 
to-day  is  chaos. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Would  the  hon- 
orable member  have  a  permanent  Minister 
of  Defence? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No;  but  no 
Minister  can  formulate  a  scheme  and  carry 
it  out  successfully  in  twelve  months.  We 
have  had  five  Ministers  and  five  schemes 
in  five  years.  With  every  new  Minister  of 
Defence  we  have  had  new  defence  proposals. 
And  here  we  are  to-day  still  going  to  do 
something.  I  am  blaming  not  the  present 
Minister  of  Defence,  but  the  Prime  Min- 
ister of  Australia,  for  permitting  such  a 
procedure.  He  seems  to  have  given  more 
attenticMi  to  the  passing  of  Ministers 
through  the  Department,  with  an  eye  only 
to  the  political  movements  of  the  roomenty 
than  to  the  maturing  of  a  proper  defence 
scheme.  We  shall  find  the  same  trouble 
ramifying  through  other  Departments. 

Mr.  Page. — ^That  is  the  fault)  of  party 
government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.—  We  have  had 
one  party  in  power  during  all  these  years. 
Why  was  the  right  honorable  member  f<w 
Swan  removed  from  the  office  of  Minister 
of  Defence  ?  Why  was  the  hcmorable 
member  far  Eden-Monaro  taken  iiom  that 
office? 

Mr.  Page. — Because  he  was  full  lup  of 
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Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — ^The  present 
Minister  intimated  last  nig^t  that  be  too 
was  tired  of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  trouble  so 
far  has  been  the  OHistant  changing  of  Min- 
isters. The  position  is  the  same  in  regard 
to  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
On  the  average  no  Federal  Posthiaster- 
Goieral  has  held  oflke  foe  more  than  about 
nine  moiths.  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Balaclava,  as  an  old  Postmas- 
ter-General of  Victoria  

Mr.  Wynne. — The  honorable  member 
should  speak  for  himself.  He,  too,  has 
held  office  as  Postmaster-General  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  speaking 
for  myself,  and  I  am  also  appealing  to  the 
honor^le  member  to  say  whether,  as  the 
result  of  his  experience,  he  thinks  that  a 
Minister  is  able  to  gather  up  the  threads 
of  the  Department,  stretching,  as  they  do, 
over  a  whole  c(»itinent,  in  six  or  seven 
months.  That  is  the  problem  which  we 
have  to  face,  and  for  its  existence  we  must 
h<^d  the  Prime  Minister,  who  disposes  of 
these  c^ces,  primarily  responsible.  It  is 
this  system  of  changing  that  has  caused 
the  chaos  existing  at  the  present  time  both 
in  the  Department  of  Defence  and  in  the 
Department  of  the  Postmaster-General. 
The  honcx-able  member  for  Corio  asked  this 
afternoon  what  would  happen  to-morrow  in 
Australia  if  war  broke  out:  If  we  desired 
to  move  5,000  or  7,000  men  from  one  of 
the  States  capitals  400  or  500  miles  inland 
we  should  find  it  impossible  to  do  so  for 
many  Aveeks,  owing  to  the  lack  of  equip- 
ment. Our  Forces  would  fall  an  easy  prey 
to  any  enemy  that  might  descenij  upon 
them,  not  because  they  are  not  well  trained 
but  because,  for  want  of  equipment,  they 
could  not  be  moved  rapidly  from  one  place 
to  another.  I'he  matter  is  one  not  so  much  for 
expert  knowledge  as  for  Ministo'ial  actifxi. 
The  Minister,  if  he  be  a  man  of  axnmon 
sense  and  penetrative  ability,  is  just  as  able 
as  any  soldier  to  discuss  questions  of  equip- 
ment and  mobilization,  niough,  of  course, 
in  regard  to  all  the  technical  arts  of  war 
he  must  rely  on  his  experts. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — The  commissariat  is 
the  chief  consideration  in  war. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— X^uite  so;  but  I 
understand  that  the  defects  in  equipmoit 
are  to  be  remedied.  This  is  a  step  m  the 
right  direction,  which  I  hope  to  see  fol- 
lowed until  we  have  a  mobile  army  capable 
of  moving  at  short  notice  to  repd  any  raid 


made  on  our  coasts.  When  we  have  done 
that  It  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  of  some 
new  and  airy  scheme.  We  have  never  yet 
had  a  perfect  scheme  carried  out ;  we  have 
never  taken  the  trouble  oc  time  or  gone  to 
the  expense  of  evolving  a  perfect  scheme. 
It  is  very  convenient  when  one  scheme  is  not 
working  well  to  propose  another ;  but  these 
changes  only  lead  to  chaos  and  trouble.  I 
should  hope  and  believe  that  our  defence 
system  could  be  changed  witii  ^ctency  and 
ability,  and  every  prospect  of  success,  if  I 
-saw  biat  the  most  was  being  made  of  the 
present  limited  means  at  the  command  of 
those  in  authority.  We  have  21,000  crffi- 
oers  and  men,  and  yet  I  guarantee  that  to* 
morrow  we  could  not  raise  an  army  of  any 
description  for  immediate  effective  work. 
These  men  could  not  be  moved,  and  all  the 
trouble,  in  my  judginent,  arises  fran  the 
absence  of  administrative  ability  at  the  head. 
Our  trouble  is  not  with  the  rank  and  file  or 
ordinary  officers,  but  is  with  those  at  the 
head;  and  the  sooner  that  conditicm  of 
affairs  is  altered  the  better  for  Australia 
and  all  concerned.  Whether  we  have 
militia  or  permanent  forces,  wp  must  have 
the  best  ability  at  the  top ;  and  if  that  best 
ability  be  amongst  the  volunteers — and  I  be- 
lieve a  good  deal  of  it  is  there,  though  it 
does  not  receive  proper  encouragement — it 
ought  to  be  recognised  and  placed  in 
command.  There  should  be  no  feel- 
ing of  estrangement  between  the  twor 
branches  of  the  forces.  So  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  volunteer  and  militia  ability  is 
being  squeezed  and  starved  to  death — it 
gets  no  "  show  "  at  all;  and  it  is  about 
time  this  state  of  things  was  altered.  I 
refer  again  to  the  way  in  which  we  have 
treated  our  men  in  Australia  who  have 
proved  their  wwth  in  the  defence  of  their 
country.  I  know  of  half-a-dozen  men  in 
the  militia  or  the  volunteers  who  did  splen- 
did service  in  South  Africa,  and  yet  whose 
value  is  not  recognised  by  the  Government. 
What  has  been  done  is  to  strip  them  of  the 
attributes  which  were  rightly  theirs  on  the 
battle-field,  and  to  take  thar  privileges  from 
them.  There  are  to-day  men  in  Australia 
who  could  have  ccHmnissitxis  in  the  British 
Army  if  they  chose ;  and  yet  we  can  find  no 
means  of  prtxnoting  them  to  even  a  subor- 
dinate militia  positi<»i  here. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — If  there  was  any  "  strip* 
ping  "  it  was  done  by  General  Huttcm. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do  not  think  that  the  hoO' 
orable  member  for  Pa^ramatta  is  correct 
in  his  latter  ?|»|fi3»fi!^G«iGlgkt  th«e  are 
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retired  Imperial  officers  who  are  endeavour- 
ing to  find  positicxis  in  the  Australian 
forces  to-day. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  has  no  re- 
levance to  what  I  said.  What  I  said  was 
that  there  are  cfficers  in  Australia  to-day 
who  have  been  invited  to  enter  the  Imperial 
service. 

^Ir.  Page. — Hear,  hear;  that  has  been 
publiclv  stated. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And,  therefore, 
we  may  take  it  that  those  men  are  quali- 
fied to  serve  in  high  positions  in  the  Im- 
perial Army,  though  they  are  not  con- 
sidered good  aiough  for  such  positions  In 
Australia. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to 
sav  that  the  Australian  officers  are  not  con- 
sidered good  enough. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  the  fact. 
I  have  just  told  the  honorable  member  of 
one  case — of  a  man  who  is  commanding  a 
regiment  on  a  captain's  pay,  although 
he  was  good  enough  to  be  a  colonel  in  South 
Africa,  where,  time  and  again,  he  received 
the  personal  commendation  of  Lord  Kit- 
chener. That  man,  however,  is  a  captain 
to-day. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Whose  fault  is  that?  Wa& 
that  not  General  Hutton's  own  action? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— No. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  can  show  how  General 
Hutton  advised  the  Government  in  the  mat- 
'ter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  that  re- 
lieve Ministers  of  their  responsibility? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^The  honorable  member  has 
been  talking  about  matters  being  all  right 
when  General  Hutton  was  here,  and  I  am 
pointing  out  that  the  acticm  complained  of 
was  taken  on  his  advice. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  dare  say  that 
General  .Hutton  recommended  that  promo- 
tion should  not  be  made  until  the  oppor- 
tunity arose. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — General  Hutton  advised 
the  Government  not  to  make  promotion  in 
the  cases  referred  to.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  in  this  matter,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
Go\'ernment  acted  cm  General  Hutton's  ad- 
vice instead  of  following  their  own  judg- 
ment. 

Mr.  Page. — I  think  the  Minister's  sym- 
pathies are  with  the  Australians. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  I  wish  to 
measure  the  Minister's  sympathy  in  prac- 
tical effort. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  officers  cannot  all  be 
V  colonels. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so;  all 
that  is  expected  is  that  promotion  shall  be 
given  when  opportunity  offers.  When  op- 
portunity does  offer  we  do  not  desire  those 
men  to  be  subject,  I  was  going  to  say,  to 
the  indignity  

Mr.  EwiNG. — Of  an  examination. 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  my  opinion  the  best 

men  are  the  colour- sergeants,  who  never  get 
any  higher.  In  this  respect  the  same  thing 
occurs  in  a  democracy  as  in  an  autocracy. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There  should 
lie  no  test  in  the  army  but  the  test  of  ability, 
and  the  best  soldiers  should  have  the  best 
positions. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  not  the  case,  how- 
ever. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  about  time 
that  there  was  a  better  recognition  of  our 
militia  and  volunteer  forces.  I  do  not 
blame  the  Minister  except  in  the  one  case 
when  he  felt  himself  weighed  down  by  the 
traditions  of  his  Department.  The  people 
of  Australia  have.no  desire  to  stint  the  de- 
fence expenditure  so  long  as  they  are  satis- 
fied that  the  money  is  put  to  the  best  pos- 
sible use. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — ^We  have  not  got 
much  for  our  money  so  far. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  eot 
very  little  so  far  for  our  money;  and  that 
is  the  point  of  my  criticism  this  afternoon. 
Indeed,  I  am  not  sure  that  we  are  living 
in  a  fool's  paradise.  It  is  of  no  use  having 
trained  and  willing  men,  if  we  have  not  the 
power  to  combine  them  in  a  mc^ile  foR%, 
and  so  put  their  training  and  ability  to  Uie 
best.  The  Minister  is  doing  something  to 
rectify  matters  in  this  connexion,  and  I  sav 
good  luck  to  him.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  ought  to  take  hold  of  the  De- 
partment on  its  administrative  side,  and 
shake  it  up.  Such  a  step  could  do  no 
harm,  and  might  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 
I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  new 
scheme  of  the  Government,  and,  as 
the  Minister  himself  said  last  night,  the 
Estimates  are  now  so  much  Dead  Sea  fruit, 
seeing  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  year  has 
expired,  and  we  have  bit  by  bit  iparted  with 
our  control  of  the  finances.  There  appears 
at  last  a  prospect  of  something  l>eing  done 
in  the  wav  of  the  proper  enuipment  of  our 
forces.  This  is  a  work  which  should  have 
been  carried  out  long  ago.  representing  as 
it  does  a  crying  need  in  Australia.  With- 
out such  equipment  our  forc6s>wiIl  continue 
to  be  inefficient,  a«diitiiHt:^>^Q<^J^the 
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demands  that  may  be  made  upon  them ;  and 
the  sooner  the  present  state  of  things  is  al- 
tered, the  better  for  us  all. 

Mr.  EWING  (Richmond— ^linlster  of 
Defence)  [5-35]- — I  should  not  have  risen 
to  reply  at  this  stage,  but  for  the  remark 
made  bv  the  hMiorable  monber  for  Parra- 
matta  about  my  breaking  my  word. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  withdrew  that 
statement. 

Mr.  EWING.— There  is  a  great  deal  in 
the  point  of  view  frcxn  which  honorable 
members  regard  Defence  questions.  There 
was  much  with  which  I  agree,  and  much 
with  which  I  disagree  in  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramalta;  but  to 
reiterate,  a  good  deal  depends  upon  the 
point  of  view.  First,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  the  ipresent  system  is  deplor- 
able, and  cannot  be  allowed  to  continue. 
On  that  point  we  are  agreed,  and  the  Go- 
vernment intend,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  in- 
troduce a  scheme  whidi  will  place  the  whole 
of  the  people  of  the  country,  not  behind  the 
Govenunent,  tut  on  the  line  of  defence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  says 
that  the  system  is  faulty,  whereas  we  say 
that  the  administration  is  faulty. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Will  the  Defence 
Bill  be  introduced  this  year? 

Mr.  EWING.— Certainly.  A  number  of 
officers  and  other  people — I  am  not  talkini: 
of  permanent  officers  especially — say  that 
a  change  will  mean  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
auid  will  never  be  carried  out.  We  shall 
never  have  the  desired  change,  un- 
less the  people  of  Australia  are  in  earnest. 
There  is  no  trouble  in  the  scheme  outlined 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  if  the  people  are 
aiive  to  the  danger  of  Australia.  The  Min- 
ister of  Defence,  whoever  he  may  be,  can 
do  his  share  if  the  people  really  feel  that 
this  work  of  reform  is  worth  doing.  The 
honorable  member  for  Echuca  said  ouite 
truly  that  there  are  a  number  of  young  men 
who  desire  to  join  the  Light  Horse,  and 
he  asked  why  they  are  not  enrolled.  But 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Light 
Horse  is  the  most  expensive  brazK^  of  the 
servio& 

Mr.  l^fcWxLUAHS. — ^And  the  most  use- 
ful. 

Mr.  EWING.— At  any  rate,  each  man 
costs  about  £17  per  annum. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown-— Why  should  it 
cost  so  much? 

Mr.  EWING. — That  is  what  it  costs 
under  the  {uesent  svstem.  Each  man  has 
to  have  a  bridle  and  so  forth,  and  be  pat<l 
jQj  or  j£i  a  year;  and  the  total  cost  is 


what  I  haw  said.  Such  a  force  of  100,000 
men  would  mean  an  expenditure  of 
^^1,700,000  per  annum,  on  this  branch 
alone.  The  system  really  breaks  down 
from  cost,  and  there  is  a  feeling  that  every 
man  ought  to  assist  in  defending  his  coun- 
try, and  ought  not  to  use  his  work  of  de- 
fence as  a  means  of  making  monev,  The 
present  system  provides  for  a  little  over 
20,000  men  on  a  peace  footing  It  is 
simply  ridiculous  to  regard  the  training  of 
such  a  number  of  men  as  an  adequafe  de- 
fence for  a  continent  like  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  we  cannot  make 
20,000  men  efficient,  how  can  we  malce 
100,000  men  eflfcient? 

Mr.  EWING.— There  is  a  better  day 
ccHning.  I  could  ne\er  understand  how 
any  one  connected  with  any  branch  of  the 
military  wganization  could  oppose  the  aug- 
mentation of  its  numbers.  It  is  all  right  in 
time  peace.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  wear 
a  uniform.  But  we  have  to  contemplate 
these  matters,  not  from  ihe  aspect  of 
times  of  peace,  but  from  that  of  our  re- 
quirements in  time  of  war.  Our  milftary 
preparations  are  all  a  farce,  unless  they 
are  adapted  for  war.  There  is  not  a 
man  in  the  Force  to-day  who,  if  war  broke 
out,  would  not  be  thankful  that  Parliament 
was  wiser  than  he  was  in  making  provision 
for  from  100,000  to  200,000  armed  men  in 
Australia.  We  cannot  go  on  in  the  present 
way.  It  is  impossible.  I  am  glad  to  have 
the  support  of  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Parramatta  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  with  regard 
to  the  sentiment  as  to  numbers.  I  attach 
very  much  taore  impOTtaiice  to  efficiency  than 
to  numbers. 

Mr.  EWING.- But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  constantly  saying  that  our  Forces 
are  not  efficient.  '  No  man  in  a  re- 
sponsible position  in  this  Chamber  should 
speak  either  highly  or  depreciatingly 
of  an  (rfBcer.  The  man  you  speak 
well  of  is,  of  course,  very  well  pleased, 
but  the  other  man  savs,  "  Why  was  I  not 
menticmed?"  Therefore,  a  Minister  should 
endeavour  to  keep  out  names.  It  is  not  fair 
to  mention  any.  When  honorable  members 
mention  any  (rfficer's  name  the  Minister  must 
he  silent.  If  ever  I  have  occasion  to  men- 
tion a  name  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  Parliament  to  enable  me  tb  deal 
severely  with  the  ofRcer  in  quesA:iot1. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  nnt  right  to 
mention  <rfiicers  in  that  way,,  unless  the 
Minister  is  pis^ne^  vo^^i^^^th  them. 
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Mr.  EWING. — I  quite  agree  with  my 
honorable  friend.  When  an  bcmorable 
member  says  tha^  ruch-aitd-sudi  a  State 
Commandant  is  not  dwig  his  duty,  I  say 
nothing.  If  I  have  occasion  to  say  that 
a  commandant  is  not  doing  his  duty,  I 
shall  go  furiher  than  tha^t.  Just  one 
word  with  regard  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber himself.  He  has  referred  to  matters 
in  connexion  with  his  electorata  I  may 
state  that  when  honorable  members  have 
brought  matters  before  me  I  haw  never 
OHisidared  them  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  part  of  the  House  where  honorable 
members  sit.  They  have  been  dealt  with 
solely  from  the  aspect  of  whether  the  com- 
plaint was  right  or  wrong.  If  a  com- 
plairtt  is  right,  then,  subject  to  my  judg- 
ment, matters  are  mended.  If  it  is  not 
well-founded,  the  facts  are  discussed 
with  the  honorable  member  who  mentiwis 
them,  and  we  generally  agree  that  the 
matter  should  not  be  interfered  with. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has 
mentioned  particularly  the  case  of  Colonel 
Cox,  and  has  said  ^at  I  broke  my  word. 
I  wish  that  he  had  put  the  case  a-  little 
more  pleasantly,  but,  of  course^  we  are 
accustomed  'to  little  compliments  of  that 
sort. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  put  it 
too  strongly. 

Mr.  EWING. —Colonel  Cox  is  an  officer 
who  obtained  a  certain  position  in  South 
Africa.  I  nuintain,  and  have  always 
maintained,  that  any  ofRcex  who  cm  the 
field  of  bat^la  wins  a  certain  positim 
should  not  afterwards  be  subjected  to  an 
examination  up  to  that  grade.  If  an 
officer  in  active  service  has  won  the  rank 
of  major  he  should  not  be  put  through  a 
book  examination  to  sea  whether  he  is  filt 
to  be  a  major.  If  on  the  field  of  battle 
he  wins  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel ,  he 
should  not  afterwards  be  put  through  a 
hook  examination  to  see  whether  he  is  fi't 
for  that  rank.  Now,  when  I  first  went 
into  the  case,  I  found  to  my  astonishment 
that  although  every  Minister  of  Defence 
had  tried  va  solve  the  problem — which 
seemed  a  very  simple  one — they  had  all 
given  it  up.  I  have  frequently  told  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  that  if 
I  had  my  way  Colonel  Cox  would  not 
have  been  a  cause  of  discussion. 

Mr."  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  said 
that  he  would  give  him  his  promotion. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  found  that  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  in  the  first  instance 
held  the  same  view  as  I  have  expressed 


with  regard  to  these  officers.  In  fact  it  had 
been  -determined  to  give  than  the  bieret  rank 
to  which  they  were  entitled.  But  then  Major- 
General  Hutton  appeared  on  the  scene, 
and  said  "  No,  this  must  not  be."  There- 
upon the  Government  of  the  day  accepted 
Major-General  Button's  view.  The  h(xi- 
orable  member  for  Parramatta  states  in  one 
breath  that  if  Major-General  Hutton  were 
at  the  head  of  the  Forces  everything  would 
be  all  right;  and  in  the  next  breath 
he  ccmdemns  me  because  I  have,  from 
the  time  which  has  elapsed,  been  fenced 
to  adhere  to  Major-General  Hutton's 
dictum.  The  Government  of  the  day  with- 
drew from  the  positicm  they  had  intended 
to  take  up,  and  the  cdScers  who  had  wc«i 
their  rank  in  South  Africa  were  not  made 
substantive.  All  that  happened  years  ago. 
Of  coiirse,  it  will  be  understood  that  the 
mere  giving  of  honorary  rank  is  practically 
nothing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.. — The  Minister  is 
leaving  out  stxne  facts.  He  ^lould  tell  the 
Ccxnmittee  that  two  colonels  got  their  rank. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  did  not  want  to  mention 
that  fact  in  justice  to  Major-General  Hut- 
tcMi.  It  is,  however,  a  fact  that  he  did 
choose  oflkers  for  supericn:  rank. 

Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — Did  he  give  any 
reason  for  favouring  two  only? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  do  not  remember  whe- 
ther any  reasons  were  given. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  were  two  very 
influential  citizens,  whereas  Colonel  Cox  is 
only  a  clerk  in  the  Railway  Department. 

Mr.  EWING.— What  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  saying  is  virtually  a  charge  against 
Major-General  Huthxi.  I  want  to  heep 
clear  of  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  MinistCT  is  not 
putting  the  facts  quite  as  they  are. 

Mr.  EWING.— Yes,  I  am.  I  have  had 
too  much  worry  about  this  matter  not  to 
know  tlie  circumstances  thoroughly  well. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  shall  supply  the 
missing  details. 

Mr.  EWING.— Major-General  Hutton 
advised  the  Government  of  the  day  not  to 
promote  these  officers.  The  Government 
took  his  advice  and  left  the  great  mass  of 
them  without  their  i»:<xnoti(xi. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — It  is  this  kind  of 
discussim  that  fills  the  service  with  dis- 
content. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  presume  that  Major- 
General  Hutlon  must  have  had  good  reasons 
fOT  what  he  recommended.  He  advised  the 
Government  to  do  ce]$9m  d^moq^Qm^hey 
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did  them.  We  will  dismiss  him  absolutely 
from  consideration.  I  will  grant  that  what 
he  did  was  right  in  his  Dpini<xi. 

Mr.  Maloney. — He  did  not  like  Austra- 
lians^  and  diey  did  not  like  him. 

Mr.  EWING. — When,  in  my  enthusiasm, 
I  looked 'into  these  cases,  I  said  to  myself, 
*'  Surely  I  have  power  to  put  right  this 
wrong."  We  were  all  apt  to  think  hope- 
fully that  it  could  be  arranged.  But  vhen 
investigating  the  matter  fully,  I  disa>vered 
that  to  deal  with  Co1(xk1  Cox's  case  meant 
dealing  with  fifty  other  applications  from 
officers  who  want^  promoticxi  without 
going  up  for  examination.  They  all  de- 
sired to  be  promoted  up  to  the  rank 
whidi  they  had  won  -in  South  Africa. 
One  officer  would  say,  "  I  was  a  major  in 
South  Africa,  and  now  I  want  to  be  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  major  without  exami- 
nation." There  were  about  fifty  applica- 
ticms  at  the  time.  Then  I  commenced  to 
*'  smell  a  rat/'  to  use  an  expression  which 
a  member  of  the  Opposition  might  employ ; 
although  we  do  not  talk  like  that  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamberi 

Mr.  Johnson. — How  would  the  Mini^ 
express  it? 

Mr.  EWING.— In  other  words,  I  com- 
menced to  realize  that  my  sympathetic  in- 
clinations werq  taking  me  further  than  was 
justified  by  prudence !_  I  asked  for  the 
matter  to  be  looked  into  departmentally  to 
ascertain  how  many  cases  of  the  kind  there 
were.  I  found  there  were  about  100  of 
them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  I  say  that 
there  is  not  one  case  in  the  hundred  that  is 
analogous  to  Colonel  Cox's  case. 

Mr.  EwiNG.  —  The  essence  of  the 
thing  is  obtaining  the  colonelcy  without 
examination. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No,  obtaining  the 
|»ivile^  of  command  when  the  oppwtunity 
occurred. 

Mr.  EWING. — Without  examination. 
The  point  is  whether  the  examination  shall 
be  held  or  not.  When  I  found  that  there 
were  100  cases,  I  began  to  have  a  little 
doubt  as  to  wl^ether  the  problem  could  be 
solved.  It  was  further  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  men  who  h&d 
attained  certain  ranks  in  South  Africa  had 
afterwards  passed  the  examinations  for 
those  ranks  in  this  country.  I  therefore 
found  that  to  do  what  was  desired  meant 
putting  xoo  officers  up  in  the  service  with- 
out ezaminatioa.  In  fact,  it  was  an  ap< 
psxently  imposuble  task.     I  do  not  say 


that  I  have  abandoned  it  yet.  As  the 
poet  says,  "  Hope  springs  et^nal  in  the 
human  breast." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Tbe  Minister  has 
abandcmed  it. 

Mr.  EWING.— I  tell  the  honorable  mem- 
ber that  I  should  be  very  glad  to  carry  out 
my  own  desire.  I  told  the  honorable 
member  that  I  would  pnxnote  Colonel  Cox 
if  I  could  do  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  told  the  House  too. 

Mr.  EWING— i  believed  then  that  I 
could  do  it.  But  luxiorable  members  will 
see  the  difficulty  when  there  are  100  men  to 
be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Page. — How  did  Major-General 
Hutton  come  to  promote  two  colonels  and 
leave  out  the  others? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook,— There  axe  only 
three  cases  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  EWING.— What  I  have  referred  to 
happened  years  ago,  when  a  recnnmenda- 
tion  was  made  by  Major-General  Hutton 
that  certain  men  should  get  certain  pro- 
motion, 

Mr.  Page. — Surelv  it  is  not  too  late  to 
repair  the  injury  and  to  give  Colonel  Cox 
his  prcxnotion, 

Mr.  EWING.— The  hcmorable  monber 
for  Parramatta  is  aware  that  Colcmel  Cc« 
will  be  provisi(»ially  gazetted  in  the  next 
Cazeite. 

Mr.  Kelly. — But  has  he  not  been  com- 
manding a  regiment  for  a  couple  of  years  ? 

Mr.  EWING.— The  point  is  that  he  has 
not  passed  his  exaimnation.  It  is  only  a 
questicm  of  examination. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Was  he  the  only  officer  of 
his  grade  who  did  not  receive  promotion  ? 
Has  not  the  Minister. promoted  other  offi- 
cers who  have  not  passed  examinations? 

Mr.  EWING. — There  have  been  cases  of 
provisimal  promotion.  I  felt  that  the  pro- 
visional appointment  of  this  c^icer  was  all 
that  I  could  do  before  he  passed  the  ex- 
amination. 

Mr.  Page. — The  Minister  jumped  the 
hurdle. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  has  done  no- 
thing at  all.  It  is  too  late  to  do  anything 
in  that  case  now. 

Mr.  EWING.— Colonel  Cox  was  asked 
to  go  up  for  examination,  and  he  went. 
He  passed  in  three  subjects,  and  there  was 
sufficient  justification  in  my  opinion  for 
promoting  him  provisicmally  unti  he  passed 
in  the  others.  cgitizedbyGoOgle 


10103  Sstimales.        [RCFRESENTATIVES.l  SstimatM, 


Mr.  Fisher. — Other  <^cers  have  not  had 
that  advantage. 

Mr.  EWING. — I  know  he  is  a  good 
<^&:er,  and  worthy  of  any  consideration 
whidi  is  departmentally  possible.  Let  me 
now  refer  to  another  matter.  Parramatta 
has  existed  for  many  years.  It  was 
established  before  I  was  bom,  and  even 
before  the  birth  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber who  now  represents  it  in  this  Parlia- 
ment. The  people  of  Parramatta  have 
never  had  a  rifle  range.  When  the  honor- 
able member  brought  the  matter  under  my 
notice  I  felt  that  there  ought  to  be  a  range 
there.  I  not  only  took  action  depart- 
mentally,  but  I  wrote  to  personal  friends 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Have  we  got  it  yet  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — The  honorable  member 
will  get  it.  To  show  that  matters  have  not 
been  neglected  in  the  honorable  member's 
district,  I  wrote  to  personal  friends  there, 
and  asked  them  to  assist  in  finding  a  suit- 
able place  for  the  range  if  the  military 
c^Bcers  could  not  find  one.  A  suitable 
place  was  discovered  on  the  catchment 
area.  Then  arrangements  required  to  be 
made  with  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Board. 
If  I  can  get  a  matter  concerning  the  De- 
partment 'helped  along  by  using  a  little 
outside  influence  of  this  kind,  I  always 
do  it.  The  result  is  that  we  shall  have  a 
rifle  range  in  Parramatta,  where  there  has 
never  been  one  before.  I  trust  there  may 
be  no  further  hitch — but  erne  is  never 
<[iiite  sure  till  finality  is  reached. 
Then,  take  the  case  of  the  Ryde 
rifle  range.  For  nineteen  years  the  itBe- 
inen  of  Ryde  were  in  the  habit  of  using 
a  certain  gully  as  a  rifle  range.  But  the 
officer  in  charge  of  rifle  ranges  reported 
it  to  be  dangerous,  and  the  Commandant 
closed  it.  When  I' heard  of -this,  I  in- 
formed the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta, telling  him  that  I  would  do  the 
best  I  could.  We  had  a  discussion,  and 
the  papers  were  sent  for.  Finding  that 
ihey  contained  only  a  brief  statement,  a 
sketch  and  a  further  report  were  called  for, 
and  when  these  were  sent  I  showed  them  to 
the  honorable  member,  who  placed  before 
me  photographs  of  the  locality,  and  stated 
facts  which  I  think  would  have  justified 
drastic  acticMi.  Of  course,  a  Klinister 
cannot  dismiss  an  offKer  for  want  ■  of  the 
business  knowledge  which  is  brought  to 
l)ear  on  the  affairs  of  everyday  life.  Be- 
fore anything  of  that  kind  is  done,  he 
must  be  given  a  chance  to  understand 
what  is  required  of  him:     Something  has 


been  said  about  the  need  for  obtaining 
brains,  ability,  and  energy  in  the  service. 
There  is  plenty  of  brains  and  ability,  and 
if  I  can  interleave  it  with  a  little  oxnmon- 
sense  and  practical  business  knowledge,  as 
in  bacon  the  fat  is  streaked  with  the  lean, 
it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  thr  country. 
Unfortunately,  many  cSioers  seem  to  be 
content  to  do  the  little  thing  that  falls 
within  their  department,  and  then  drop  the 
matter  altogether,  the  trouble  with  armies 
everywhere  being  that  intelligent  action  is 
rendered  almost  impossible  by  red-tape.  I 
have  sent  another  officer  to  Sydney  with 
instructions  to  repwt  to  me  exactly  what 
he  thinks  of  the  position. 

Mr.  Kelly. — For  what  reason  was  the 
range  declared  dangerous?  Because  per- 
sons might  walk  over  the  hill  from,  behind, 
not  knowing  that  shooting  was  taking 
place? 

Mr.  EWING.— There  were  other  rea- 
sons, such  as  the  position  of  the  road  on 
the  eastern  side,  and  the  fact  that  popu- 
lation was  increasing  to  the  north-east. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Any  munber  of  the  gen- 
eral public  a>uld  have  been  warned  off  the 
range  by  a  notice  board  or  a  flag. 

Mr.  EWING. — An  expert  would  prob- 
ably not  think  of  such  an  alternative. 

Mr.  Kelly. — When  the  .Minister  finds 
that  an  expert  has  advised  him  tmwisely* 
does  he  tnist  him  again? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  accept  the  opinion  of 
experts  only  when  th^  can  show  me  that 
it  is  right.  There  must  be  a  rifle  range 
at  Ryde ;  but  if  all  the  experts  declare  the 
present  range  to  be  dangerous,  I  cannot 
accept  the  responnbility  of  allowing  it  to 
be  used. 

Mr,  Kelly. — If  the  Minister  cannot 
trust  his  experts,  he  should  sack  them. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  would  be  a  terrible 
thing  for  any  one  to  be  killed. 

Mr.  EWING.— No  Minister  would 
allow  the  range  to  be  used  if  all  the  ex- 
perts reported  it  to  be  dangerous.. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  after  visiting 
it  himself? 

Mr.  EWING.— Na 

Mr.  Kelly. — Although  the  experts  re- 
commend the  closing  of  the  Ryde  range  as 
dangerous,  they  refuse  to  recommend  the 
resumption  of  land  behind  the  Randwick 
range,  notwithstanding  that  all  the  resi- 
dents of  the  locality  say  that  the  present 
arrangement  is  dangerous. 

Mr.  EWING.— No  doubt,  there  will 
always  be  spmethg)^,^  ^^3^0^^  and, 
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do  what  I  may,  I  shall  leave  something 
for  my  successor  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[6.4]. — When  defence  questions  are  under 
consideration  it  seems  to  me — and  I  say 
this  without  any  particular  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  deputy  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
^tion — that  everything  Australian  is  pretty 
certain  to  be  attacked.  The  InspecLor- 
General  has  been  traduced,  and  his  ability 
doubted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Who  has  traduced 

him? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— The  hondrable  mem- 
ber, at  any  rate,  is  not  satisfied  with  him, 
and  would  rather  have  an  imported  officer 
belonging  to  the  British  Army. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  not  said  so. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— We  are  told  that  if 
we  want  a  better  military  system  we  should 
obtain  an  English  officer  and  put  him  in 
charge,  because  our  own  officers  will  never 
be  able  to  bring  about  a  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs.  Bui  those  who  have  studied  the 
history  of  British  wars  know  that  mistake 
after  mistake  has  been  made,  and  that  it 
has  only  been  by  blundering  through  that 
victory  has  been  gained.  I  could  give  hun- 
dreds of  instances  in  which,  although 
battles  have  been  won,  nothing  but  blunder- 
ing took  place  at  the  commencement  of  the 
campaign.  This  is  true,  indeed,  of  the 
operations  of  foreign  as  well  as  of  those  of 
English  armies.  When  the  British  Army 
was  before  Sebastopol,  and  the  question 
was  whether  to  make  an  attack  or  wait  for 
developments,  we  know  how  greatly  the 
troops  suffered  for  want  of  proper  provision 
for  iheir  health  and  comfort.  So,  too,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Franco- Prussian  war, 
the  Pomeranian  army  was  wiped  out  by 
the  French,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  German  Army  subsequently  proved  itself 
to  be  the  best  in  the  world.  There  were 
similar  occurrences  during  the  Boer  war. 
OpinicHi  was  divided  as  to  whether  Colenso 
should  be  taken  by  a  frcoital  attack  or  be 
outflanked,  and  although  a  fnmtal  attack 
would  have  meant  an  immense  loss  of  life, 
it  is  ouestionable  whether  as  many  men  did 
not  subsequently  die  of  typhoid  and  other 
diseases  as  would  have  been  killed  in  actual 
fighting.  Australians  are  probably  as  good 
fighters  as  any  other  people,  and  I  believe 
that  there  is  nothing  that  we  cannot  do  as 
well  as  others.  But  the  men  in  the  ranks 
of  our  Defence  Forces  differ  from  those  in 
the  amy  of  the  Old  World,  and  if  they 
were  similarly  handled  there  would  be  a 
xevolution.     Australian  officers  understand 


their  men,  and  know  how  to  treat  tnem,  and 
although  ihey  have  been  adversely  criti- 
cised, frcMn  the  Inspector-General  down- 
wards, I  believe  that,  in  the  long  run,  Aus- 
tralian supervision  will  be  best.  We  must 
not  follow  slavishly  the  methods  of  the  Old 
World.  There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of 
Great  Britain  when  ccnnmissions  were  pur- 
chasable, so  much  being  paid  for  a  lieuien- 
ancy,  so  much  for  a  captaincy,  and  so  on. 
That  system  seemed  to  be  bad,  and  the 
examination  system  replaced  it.  It  was 
also  provided  that  men  might  rise  from  the 
ranks  to  be  commissioned  officers ;  but  the 
want  of  education  and  social  status  of  most 
of  the  rankers  caused  that  to  be  discouraged. 
The  same  thing  is  happening  here  to-day. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  very  necessary  that  men 
should  be  able  to  rise  from  the  ranks  on 
proving  their  ability  to  command.  At  the 
present  time,  however,  there  are  many  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  such  promotions.  For 
one  thing,  although  a  man  who  has  risen  to 
the  rank  of  sergeant-major  is  supplied  with 
a  horse  and  uniform,  if  he  were  given  a 
commission  he  would  have  to  provide  both . 
for  himself.    Uniforms  are  very  costlv. 

Mr.  Wilson. — A  uniform  costs  £40- 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— More  than  that  in 
some  instances.  We  must  bring  about  a 
system  under  which  it  will  nol  be  expensive 
to  be  an  officer.  That  is  necessary  if  we 
are  to  get  the  brains  of  the  community  into 
our  Defence  Forces.  I  have  no  desire  to 
speak  slightingly  of  the  value  of,  a  Univer- 
sity training.  It  is  well  that  every  man 
should  have  a  good  education,  but  an 
educated  man  is  not  necessarily  the  best  of 
fighters.  Yet,  what  do  we  find?  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  again  and  again  a  sub-lieu- 
tenant, who.  because  perhaps  of  a  Univer- 
sity career,  has  been  able  to  pass  certain 
examinations,  and  so  to  qualify  for  a  com- 
mission, is  placed  in  charge  of  a  detach- 
ment, althougli  the  sergeant-major  below 
him,  who  has  risen  from  the  position  of  a 
private,  and  is  familiar  with  every  branch 
of  the  work,  is  far  better  fitted  to  com- 
mand? We  must  deni  with  these  matters 
from  a  purely  Australian  stand-point,  and 
get  awav  from  old-world  us.Tgps.  The  orii\ 
inference  that  could  be  drawn  from  a  state- 
ment made  this  qfternoon  bv  the  honorable 
member  for  Corio  was  that  artillery  officers 
were  unfit  to  handle  larce  bodies  of  men. 

Mr.  Wilson. — He  did  not  sav  that. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  think  that  was  the 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  his  remarks. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  esprit  de  corfs  in 
the  Army.    Thg^^c|vajrQgggj^  very 
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often  a  contempt  for  the  artilleryman,  and 
the  artilleryman  is  very  often  inclined  to 
loolc  down  OR  the  infantryman,  and  vice 
versa.  Any  one  who  has  been  in  the  re- 
gular forces  or  the  militia  in  the  Old 
Country,  as  the  hraiorable  member  for 
Maranoa  and  I  have  been,  knows  that  that 
is  so.  There  is  really  no  reason  why  an 
artitlery  oSRcxt  ^ould  not  be  able  to  handle 
a  big  body  of  men. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^There  is  no  case  on  re- 
cord where  a  permanent  artillery  officer  has 
been  allowed  to  command  citizen  forces. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Lord  Roberts  was  an 
artillery  crfBcer. 

"Mr.  MATHEWS.— One  of  the  most 
successful  generals  of  whom  Great  Britain 
can  boast,  Sir  Charles  Napier,  was  an 
officer  of  the  engineers. 

Mr.  Crouch. — And  so  was  Lord  Kit- 
teener. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  could  name  hun- 
dreds of  artillery  officers  who  have  shown 
their  ability  to  handle  large  bodies  of 
men. 

Mr.  Crouch. — lxa6  Roberts,  until  he 
reached  the  rank  of  major,  was  an  artillery 

officer. 

Mr.  MATHEWS. — As  a  youngster  in 
India,  I  used  to  have  the  impression  that 
he  was  a  major  in  an  infantry  regiment. 
The  present  State  Cwnmandant  of  Victoria 
was  a  ranker,  but,  by  study,  qualified  for 
a  ccMnmission.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  be- 
cause a  man  has  been  in  the  ranks  he  is 
not  fit  to  take  charge  of  a  body  of  men. 
There  is  nothing  like  experience ;  it  is  only 
by  experience  that  men  can  fit  themselves 
to  ccmmand.  How  is  that  experience  to 
be  gained  ?  Happily,  we  are  not  always 
at  war,  and  our  men,  therefore,  must  be 
afforded  opportunities  for  training  in  con- 
nexion with  various  manoeuvres.  I  have 
no  desire  to  labour  this  question,  but,  as 
one  whose  ancestors  for  six  generations 
were  rankers  in  the  British  Army — my 
grandfather  was  with  Wellington,  fr<Mn 
the  lines  of  Torres  Vedras  to  the 
Loire,  and  my  father  enlisted  for  the 
Crimean  war  —  I  feel  strongly  upon 
it.  The  mere  fact  that  the  Victoria 
Barracks  are  in  my  electorate  does  not 
entitle  me  to  pose  as  an  expert,  but  wa 
have  abundant  evidence  that  men  of  the 
ranks  are  as  capable  of  learning,  and  of 
qualifying  for  leading  positions  in  our 
forces  as  are  men  in  higher  walks  of 
life.  These  Estimates  do  not  provide  for 
the  extension  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
Forces  foreshadowed  by  the  Prime  Min- 


ister, but  I  am  rather  surprised  tha^  they 
do  not  include  an  item  for  enlarging  the 
present  naval  dep6t  at  Williamstown. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Arrangements  have  been 
made,  not  for  enlarging  the  Williamstown 
depdt,  but  for  a  larger  dep6t. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  should  prefer  tiie 
dep6t  to  remain  at  Williamstown.  The 
exigencies  of  the  situation  may  require  it 
to  be  removed ;  but,  to  my  mind,  the 
\Villiamstown  site  is  a  good  one.  We 
have  had  a  depot  there  for  some  years^ 
and  there  are  many  reasons  why  that 
dep6t  should  be  retained.  There  is  ample 
land  for  its  extension<.  T  desire  now  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Minis'ter  oF 
Defence  to  the  Estimates  relating  to  the 
Ordnance  Department.  I  notice  that  pro- 
vision is  made  foe  an  inspector  of  ord- 
nance machinery  in  the  Estimates  relating 
to  Victoria.  The  duties  of  that  officer  ex- 
tend all  over  the  Commonwealth,  and  I 
fail  to  see  why  he  should  not  be  a  staff 
officer  in  the  Central  Administration. 

Mr.  Crouch. — ^Tlhe  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  Major  Harding. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am.  If  it  is 
necessary  at  the  present  time  to  have  an 
inspector  of  ordnance  machinery,  surely 
that  necessity  will  be  greater  by-and-by. 
It  will  be  observed,  however,  that  no  pro- 
vision is  being  made  to  train  men  for  that 
positicxu  The  office  is  in  the  professional 
divisicHi,  and  the  oonipant  of  it  ranks  as 
a  major.  We  are  told  that  nearly  every 
man  one  meets  in  America  is  a  colraiel, 
and  military  titles  certainly  seem  to  be  on 
the  increase  here.  The  machinery  sectitm 
of  the  Ordnance  Department  was  at  one 
time  oa  the  civil  side  of  the  service,  but 
we  now  have  an  ordnance  machinery  corps. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — .\i'tlfioers.  I  think  they 
have  always  been  on  the  military  side. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  do  not  think  so. 
In  the  old  days  the  officer  in  charge,  who 
was  a  man  of  exceptional  ability,  showed 
that  the  men  were  not  receiving  payment 
commensurate  with  their  services,  and  ulti- 
mately a  change  was  made.  But  whilst 
the  bead  of  the  corps  is  a  major,  the 
cdfioer  n«rt  to  him  in  Victoria  is  merely 
a  warrant  officer  artificer,  and  I  believe 
that  that  post  is  to  be  done  away  with. 
That  being  so,  the  next  crfRcer  to  the  major 
in  charge  will  be  a  staff  sergeant  artificer, 
drawing  iis.  per  day.  How  can  we  hope 
to  have  men  trained  and  ready  at  any 
time  to  take  the  place  of  the  inspector 
when  we  have  so  wide  a  g^?^  I^j^ms 
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to  me  thdt  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Department,  whilst  increasing  the  impor- 
tance of  his  own  office,  keeps  down  those 
under  him.  It  seems  absurd  that  we 
should  have  one  man  drawing  j£56o  per 
annum,  and  the  officer  next  to  him  receiv- 
ing only  IIS.  per  day. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  honorable  member 
thinks  'diat  the  gap  is  too  wide? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  do.  In  the  event 
of  the  inspector  being  incapacitated,  who 
is  to  talce  lus  place? 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — He  is  a  special- 
ist, I  presume? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— He  is  no  greater 
specialist  than  is  the  officer  below  him,  who 
is  drawing  wily  iis.  per  day.  Major 
Harding  himself  was,  I  think,  originally 
a  fitter  and  turner  or  engineer;  and,  under 
the  old  system,  he  rose  to  his  present  posi- 
tion. Now,  however,  he  has.  by  the  pre- 
sent system,  made  it  impossiUe  for  others 
of  similar  qualificatitms  to  rise  in  the  same 
way,  although  they  may  possibly  have  had 
a  better  training  than  himself.  We  must 
not  fcHTget  that  these  are  pioie^icMial  men, 
who  understand  th(»oughly  the  mechanism 
of  a  gun,  and  can  repair  and  make  it  fit 
for  use.  I  may  say  that,  in  my  <^inion, 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  is  in  no  way 
due  to  the  political  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment ;  and  I  dare  say  that  his  attention  has 
not  previously  been  drawn  to  this  anomaly. 
I  shall  feel  compelled  to  vote  against  any 
proposal  to  give  ^^a)or  Harding  a  hiRher 
salary  while  there  is  such  a  discrepancy 
between  his  remuneration  and  that  of  the 
man  next  in  position.  When  Major  Hard- 
ing has  to  go  away  to  Queensland  and 
New  South  Wales  for,  perhaps,  six*  weeks 
or  two  months,  his  aibx  is  locked  up.  and 
no  one  is  left  in  charge;  and  it  will  be 
readily  recognised  thait  if  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  is  to  be  maintained ,  there 
should  be  some  qualified  man  ready  to  take 
that  gentleman's  place  when  he  should  die 
or  retire,  otherwise  we  may  find  ap  en- 
gineer appointed  where  an  artilleryman  is 
required,  or  a  clerk  put  into  a  position 
that  an  artificer  ought  to  occupy.  1  may 
further  point  out  that  these  artificers  are 
underpaid,  and  do  not  occupy  that  rank 
and  position  which  should  be  theirs.  I 
trust  that  the  Minister  will  look  into  this 
matter,  and  make  sudi  arrangements  as 
will  be  to  the  best  interests  of  Australia. 

Sittiug  suspended  from  6.J0  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[■j.^^l. — Z  am  sorry  to  trouble  the  Com- 


mittee again  in  connexion  with  the  case  of 
Colonel  Cox ;  and  I  must  express '  my 
regret  that  that  <rificer's  name  has  been  men- 
tioned. I  am  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
what  has  taken  place  this  afternoon  may 
not  help  that  of&xr ;  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  that  what  1  am  doxng  now  will  meei 
with  his  approval.  However,  I  feel  so 
strongly  in  the  matter,  that  I  must  do  what 
I  am  doing  in  the  interests  of  simple  jus- 
tice to  a  deserving  man.  Since  the  Minis- 
ter has  mentioned  Colonel  Cox's  name,  it 
is  only  fair  I  should  let  honorable  mem- 
bers know  what  his  career  has  beoi,  and 
place  the  facts  on  record  in  Hansard,  to 
show,  if  nothing  more,  how  a  brave  man, 
who  devoted  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country  is  rewarded.  I  may  say  that  Cap- 
tain Cox  was  the  first*  roan  to  land  in  South 
Africa  on  behalf  of  Australia.  When  the 
war  broke  out  he  was  in  London  with  a 
company  of  lancers  sent  there  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Colonel  Burns,  and  the  offer  of 
himself  and  the  company  to  serve  at  the 
frcmt  was  accepted.  Captain  Cox  was  in 
South  Africa  at  tfhe  beginning  of  the  war 
and  remained  until  the  finish,  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  stat^nent  of  his  career 
there — 

Record  of  Service  of  Capt.  (Bt.  Major  and 
Hon.  Lieut.-Col.)  Charles  Frederick  Cox,  C.B. 
Date  of  birth,  2/5/63. 

la  ranks,  New  South  Wales  Lancers,  8/6/91 
to  10/3/94. 

Appointed  2nd  Lieut.,  11/3/94.    G.O.  212-94. 

Promoted  ist  Lieut.,  13/5/06.    G.O.  99-96. 

Promoted  Captain,  11/ 11/97.  G.O.  18S-97, 
and  G.O.  5-9S. 

Appointed  Brevet-Major,  5/ia/oa.  D.O.  805- 
oa. 

Appointed  Hon.  Lt.-Col.,  5/6/01.  G.O.  127- 
01,  and  D.O.  4-03. 

Command  of  Regiment  (temporarily),  18/7/06. 
D.O.  7i-o6,  and  1/10/06.    D.O.  107-06. 

lo  Command  of  Detachment  of  New  South 
Wales  Lancers  at  Aldershot,  1899  (six  months' 
continuous  training). 

Passed  Country  Course,  No.  4,  Class  B, 
25/2/95  to  7/3/95.    G.O.  93-95. 

Passed  Country  Course,  No.  7,  Class  B, 
20/4/96  to  1/5/96.    G.O.  116-96. 

Passed  for  Lieutenant,  G.O.  112-96. 

Passed  for  Captain,  G.O.  193-97. 

In  command  of  the  first  body  of  Colonial 
Troops  to  volunteer  and  to  land  in  South  Africa. 
South  Africa,  1S99-1902.  Operations  round 
Naawport,  3/ 11/99.  (Horse  shot  under  him, 
12/12/99.)  Operations  in  Cape  Colony,  1900. 
Operations  in  Orange  Free  State,  1900.  Opera- 
tions in  Transvaal,  1900,  iqoi,  and  190a.  Present 
at  the  following  general  engagements  : — Arundel, - 
Riet  River,  Klip  Drift  or  Modder  River,  Re- 
lief  of  Kimberley,  Dronfield,  Paardeburg,  Pop- 
lar Grove,  Driefontein  or  Abraham's  Kraal, 
Bloemfontein,  Brandfort  or  The  Glen,  Venters- 
burg-road,  Vanwyksiust,  Klip[iver8ber&  Doorn- 
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kop,  ValkheuvelpooTt,  DiamoDd  Hills,  Olifantft- 
fontcin,  Langkloof  near  Belfast,  Swaitzkop  near 
Belfast,  Wartberg  Hills,  and  Barberton. 

Minor  engagements  :-^olesberg.  Operations 
including  Arundel,  Rensberg,  and  Slingersfon- 
tein,  Waterval.  {Release  of  Prisoners),  Wilge 
River,  Zaaiwater,  Olifant's  River,  Sterkwatcr. 
Operations  around  •  Strathrae,  Elandskloof , 
Waterval  Onder,  Zevenfontein,  Welgelegen,  and 
Goedwerwatkt. 

Commanded  jrd  New  South  Wales  Mounted 
Rifles — 1,030  officers,  n.c.o.'s,  and  men.  Joined 
Colonel  Rimington's  Column  at  Standcrton  on 
2/5/o(,  and  remained  with  it  until  Lord  Kit- 
chener's big  Drive  started,  then  detached  on 
33/1/03,  and  given  command  of  a  Column  to  co- 
operate in  the  Drive,  and  remained  until  the 
end  of  the  war. 

Promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant -Colonel 
in  the  British  Army, '  on  the  Field,  in  South 
Africa,  5/6/01. 

Operations  in  Orange  River  Colony,  1901, 
igo2.  • 

Mentioned  in  Despatches,  London  Gazette, 
26/6/oa,  and  awarded  "C.B." 

Queen's  Medal  and  Clasps,  "  Relief  of  Kim- 
berley,"  "  Paardebcrg,"  "  Driefontcin,"  "Johan- 
nesburg," "Diamond  Hill,"  "Belfast," 

King's  Medal  and  Clasps,  "  South,  Africa, 
1901,"  and  "South  Africa,  iqoa."  . 

Diamond  Jubilee  Medal,  18Q7. 

"King's  Corotiation  Medal,"  igoa. 

Lieut.-Colonel  Cox  was  sent  for  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  big  Harrismith  Drive,  on  27th  Febru- 
ary, i()02,  and  personally  congratulated  on  the 
Field  by  Lord  Kitchener  for  his  work  on  the 
night  of  the  33rd  and  morning  of  24th  February, 
when  the  Boers  rushed  the  Driving  Line. 

In  the  official  "  History  of  the  Boer  War," 
published  by  the  London  Times,  it  is  stated 
that  :— 

*'  Garratt's  line  from  the  river  to  the  summit 
bad  been  cut  to  pieces ;  Begbie's  pom-pom 
jammed,  and  its  Commander  killed,  but  Cox, 
on  Rimington's  left,  realizing  the  situation, 
swung  round  his  nearest  picquets,  and  faced  the 
Boers — who  had  suflfered  somewhat  severely 
themselves — with  a  square  front,  the  issue  of  the 
fight  being  now  in  the  balance,  &c." 

Result  of  Drive: — 778  prisoners;  50  killed; 
25,000  head  of  cattle;  200  vehicles, 

Mr.  Page. — What  was  his  rank  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  was  pro- 
moter! to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  on 
the  field.  When  he  returned  to  Australia 
he  w^t  back  to  his  position  in  the  regi- 
ment, and,  asking  for  nothing,  was  oont^t 
so  to  serve.  Later  on.  Colonel  Bums  re- 
signed, and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel 
Vernon,  who,  however,  almost  immediately 
afterwards  also  resigned.  Captain  Cox  then 
became  the  senior  ofllcer  ;  and  he  was  recom- 
mended for  the  appointment  by  both  of 
his  superiors.  However,  the  authorities  in 
New  South  Wales  bepan  to  demur  to  giv- 
ing Captain  Cox  the  command,  rais- 
ing all  sorts  of  obstacles.  Captain 
Cox,  not  acting  of  his  own  accord, 
but   on   advice   of   others   in   the  ser- 


vice, made  application.  I  may  here  say 
that  Captain  Cox  desired  to  resign  long 
ago,  rather  than  fight  this  matter ;  and  it 
is  not  due  to  him  in  the  least  that  we  are 
discussing  his  position  to-day.  There  were 
others  in  the  service  in  New  South  Wales 
who  thought  it  was  time  to  take  a  stand 
for  simple  justice ;  and,  on  their  suggestion. 
Captain  Cox  put  in  a  claim  for  a  com- 
mand under  section  22  of  the  Defence  Act, 
which  is  as  follows : — 

The  Governor-Geoeral  may  appoint  any  person 
to  be  an  officer  or  promote  an  officer  for  distin- 
guished service,  or  for  marked  ability  and  gal- 
lr\ntry  in  active  service,  without  his  passing 
the  prescribed  examination. 

That  is  how  the  ^uble  began.  The  Go< 
vernment  declined  to  give  Captain  Cox  his 
rank ;  but,  as  he  could  not  be  passed  over, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
regiment.  One  would  have  thought  that 
an  officer  of  such  distinguished  service 
would,  at  least,  have  been  given  the  privi- 
leges and  rank  of  such  a  position,  if  only 
temporarily.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
although  he  has  been  commanding  the 
regiment  for  two  years,  he  is  still  receiving 
the  comparatively  paltry  pay  of  a  captain. 
This  is  a  pcwition  of  affairs  which  the  Min- 
ister could  alter  without  doing  an  injus- 
tice to  any  t^cer  in  the  service,  because 
there  is  not  <xie  who  would  raise  the  slight- 
est cavil  if  Captain  Cox  were  treated  in 
the  manner  tto  which  he  is  entitled.  It  is 
all  very  well  for  the  Minister  to  point  to 
hundreds  of  other  officers,  but  I  ask  whe- 
ther those  officers  have  colonelcies  to  accept 
— whether  there  are  opportunities  to  put 
them  in  command  even  if  the  Minister  were 
so  disposed.  There  were  two  officers  who 
went  through  the  war  in  command  of 
mounted  infantry.  The  moment  Colonel 
Carington  came  back  to  Australia  from 
the  war  he  was  gi^'en  a  provisional  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Who  did  that?  It  was 
not  the  Minister. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  say- 
ing who  did  it,  and  I  am  not  complaining. 
I  will  put  the  matter  fairly.  Colonel  Car- 
ingtcm  was  given  pay  privilege  and  rank  as 
a  colonel.  Later  on  another  omimand  fell 
vacant,  and  Colonel  Riley  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed to  the  provisional  command  of  a 
regiment,  with  the  pay  and  privileges  of  hi^ 
rank. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — That  was  years  ago,  too 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Not  long  ago. 
At  any  rate,  these  cases  occurred  when 
there  were  opport™iti«  fo^jjg^  That 
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is  the  point.  Further,  Cc^onel  Riley  was 
givtn  two  years  in  which  to  pass  bis  ex- 
aminations. I  say  now  that  he  ought 
not  to  ha\%  been  asked  to  pass  any  .ex- 
amination in  view  of  his  distinguished  ser- 
vices in  South  Africa.  But  in  the  mean- 
time he  enjoyed  the  pay  and  privileges  of 
his  rank. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — That  is  what  I  am  going 
to  do  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Cox  now, 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  what 
the  Minister  has  nc»t  done. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  told  the  honorable 
member .  outside  to-day  that  that  was 
arranged  for. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Min- 
ister say  that  Colonel  Cox  is  fo  get  his 
pav  and  privileges  from  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  the  ctwnmand  ? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  do  not  say  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
point. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  have  done  all  that  I 
oould  within  my  powers. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Thi:*  officer  has 
s**r\'ed  two  years  in  command  of  a  regi- 
ment on  captain's  pay.  Then,  finding 
that  there  was  no  other  possible  means  of 
getting  the  recognition  which  was  his  due, 
he  at  last  consented  to  go  through"  the 
examination.  He  was  considered  good 
enough  by  Lord  Kitchener  to  be  intrusted 
with  the  independent  onnmand  of  tnx^ 
in  South  Africa,  and  be  was  afterwards 
called  up  and  congratulated  upcxi  the 
splendid  work  whidi  he  had  done.  He 
is,  I  \-enture  to  say,  one  of  the  men  whom 
Ix>rd  Kitchener  would  ask  for  to-morrow 
if  Australians  were  going  to  take  part  in 
another  war.  But  when  "this  officer  re- 
turns to  Australia  we  find  that  he  is  put 
through  out-of-door  manceuvres  by  men  who 
have  probably  never  been  to  a  battle-field. 
Indeed,  I  doubt  whether,  if  some  of  them 
were  suggested  to  Colonel  Cox  as  officers 
who  should  go  with  him  into  a  fight,  he 
would  not  ask  for  them  to  ba  left  behind. 
The%  are.  the  men  who  are  now  engaged 
in  examining  Colonel  Coi  as  to  his  quali- 
6caticn  to  command  troops. 

Mr.  Ckouch. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  ho  was  a  colonel  in  South 
Africa? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Here  is  his  re- 
cord.  He  oommanded  the  third  contingent 
of  New  South  Wales  motmted  troops,  cm* 
sisting  of  1,020  men. 

Mr.  CfioucH. — Did  he  have  colonel's 
rank  in  South  Africa? 


Mn.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  recenved 
his  lieutenant-colonelcy  from  the  British 
Goverimient.  He  was  promoted  on  the 
field.  Not  only  that,  tnit  he  was  given 
a  C.B. 

Mr.  Crouch. — But  was  he  actually  a 
lierjtwiant-colonel  in  South  Africa? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes,  most  cer- 
tainly. He  joined  Colonel  Rimington's 
column,  and  remained  with  that  officer  for 
a  year — until  Lord  Kitchener's  big  drive 
at  Harrismith.  Then  Kitchener  de- 
tached him  from  Colcxiel  Rimington,  and 
gave  him  the  independent  command  of  a 
column.  He  went  through  the  remainder 
of  the  war  in  command  of  a  column.  His 
rank  was  then  that  of  lieutenant-colonel. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  t^iai  list  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand  does  not  say  that  he  re- 
ceived a  lieutenant-colonel's  commission. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  the  fact — that  to-day  he  is 
a  lieutenant -colonel  in  the  British  Army. 
I  am  quoting  from  the  official  record. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  about  it.  But 
the  Federal  Government  would  not  even 
pay  him  the  compliment,  when  they  gave 
him  the  command  of  a  regiment,  of  giv- 
ing him  more  than  captain's  pay.  I  want 
to  know  why  this  man,  who  has  no  powei- 
ful  friends,  has  had  to  wait  for  seven 
years  for  his  opportunity,  and  why  he  is 
singled  out  for  this  treatment,  so  different 
from  that  accorded  to  others  who  have  net 
seen  a  tithe  of  his  service? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Singled  out  for  different 
treatment  than  that  accorded  to  Colonel 
Carington  and  another  officer ;  but  he  was 
treated  just  the  same  as  a  ntunber  of  others. 
I  can  only  refer  the  hcxiorable  member 
for  the  reasm  to  the  General  Officer  Com- 
manding at  the  time — Major-General  Hut- 
toii. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  is  that  an 
answer?  If  Major-General  Hutton  took 
no  notice  of  this  man's  claims,  is  that  any 
reascm  why  the  Minister  of  Defence  should 
not,  when  the  opportunity  occurs,  do  him  a 
simple  act  of  justice  ?  There  is  not  a  single 
man  in  the  himdred  of  whom  the  Minister 
talks,  who  would  have  raised  the  slightest 
cavil  at  a  mere  act  of  justice  being  dcme  to 
this  officer.  These  are  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  I  propose  to  leave  it  there.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Colonel  Coat  will  get  through 
somehow.  I  hope  that  he  may,  I  trust 
that  what  I  have  bad  to  say  will  not  injure 
him  in  any  way.  Indeedi  I  do  not  know 
that  it  can  iiijuigigfeiB|.bydoOgle 
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Mr.  Page. — They  cannot  treat  him 
worse  than  they  have  done. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Such  are  the 
facts  of  the  case.  Colcmel  Cox  is  to-day 
devoting  himself,  with  all  the  assiduity  and 
loyalty  of  his  character,  to  the  service  of 
his  country.  He  is  a  man  who  would 
have  been  'in  a  far  better  dvil  posi'ticxt  to- 
day if  he  had  not  stuck  so  closely  to  this 
hobby  of  his. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — Such  men  ought 
to  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  Citizen 
Forces  are  to  be  «icouraged,  the  Govern- 
ment must  not  treat  in  this  fashicwi  men 
who  devote  their  lives  to  their  hobby,  and 
who  have  succeeded  in  winning  the  highest 
commendation  horn  the  best  officers  in  the 
British  Army.  This  is  no  proper  return 
to  make  to  such  a  man  as  that. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.2].— I  wish 
to  add  a  few  words  to  what  has  been  said 
about  the  case  of  Colcmel  Cox  by  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Parramatta.  I  agree 
that  this  officer  has  been  very  badly  treated. 
When  a  man  risks  his  life,  and  gives  up 
cwnfort  and  the  prospects  of  dvil  advance- 
ment, io  serve  his  country  in  war,  whilst 
the  feather-bed  soldier  stays  at  home,  it 
is  humiliating,  when  he  returns,  to  fin3 
that  the  men  who  have  looked  after  their 
own  private  interests,  have  received  all  the 
good  things.  There  seems  to  be  something 
very  "  fishy "  indeed  about  the  whole 
caseL  We  have  been  txAd  thajt  two 
officers,  OT  their  return  from  South  Africa, 
got  their  local  rank,  and  that,  as  soon 
as  there  was  an  opportunity,  they  were  put 
into  positions  of  command.  This  officer, 
however,  after  his  fine  service  In  South 
Africa,  was  required  to  pass  an  exami- 
nati(xi. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — There  is  another  case  of 
the  kind  in  Queensland,  as  the  honorable 
member  knows. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  am  well  aware  of  that. 
The  Queensland  crffioer,  whose  name  I  will 
iiot  mention,  served  with  hmour  and  dis- 
tinction in  South  Africa,  and  was  men- 
tioned in  despatches.  His  services  were 
publicly  recognised,  by  both  Lord  Roberts 
and  Lord  Kitchener,  on  the  field  of  battle. 
He  was  given  promotion  for  them,  and  was 
a  born  soldier,  brimming  over  with 
enthusiasm  for  his  work.  But  when  he  re- 
turned to  Australia,  what  happened?  He 
found  that  while  he  was  away,  he  had  lost 
his  promotion  in  his  regiment,  and  was 
told  that  he  would  have  to  return  to  the 


same  position  that  he  occupied  when  he 
left,  or  take  mme  at  all.  Being  a  high- 
spirited  individual,  he  said,  "  If  this  is  the 
treatment  I  am  to  get,  I  will  have  no  more 
of  it  "  j  and  he  fwthwith  left  the  service. 
When  an  o&cer  letums  from  war  with  the 
record  that  Colonel  Cox  has,  there  ts  some- 
thing wanting  in  our  military  system  if  we 
do  not  see  that  he  gets  a  "  square  deal," 
The  Department  must  know  what  this  man 
has  done.  Surely  it  is  more  hcxiorable  to 
be  prwnoted  on  the  field  than  by  mere 
seniority.  It  is  too  humiliating  to  put  such 
an  c^cer  under  instruction  or  examinaticxk 
frcm  men  whom  he  could  teach  in  matters 
of  military  tactics.  When  there  was  an  op- 
portimity  for  the  Government  to  step  in 
and  do  justice  to  this  officer,  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  Minister  did  not  do 
it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  never  asked  for 
anything  until  the  <^pOTtunity  occurred. 

Mr.  PAGE. — If  a  man  proves  himself 
to  be  a  soldier  oa  the  battlefield,  surely 
that  is  the  best  proof  of  his  fitness  that  we 
can  have. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — That  is  quite  right. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Surely  this  is  a  special 
case.  There  could  be  no  better  kind  of 
examination  than  that  whidi  an  (rfficer 
undergoes  in  war. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  quite  agree  that  he 
should  never  have  been  asked  to  go  up  for 
examination. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  treatment  that  this 
officer  has  received  seems  to  show  that  we 
do  not  want  soldiers  at  all,  but  merely  men 
who  have  a  theoretical  knowledge  of  mili- 
tary matters. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Kitchener  passed 
him  with  hcmours. 

Mr.  PAGE. — When  an  t^cer  shows 
ability  in  the  field,  and  an  experienced 
soldier  like'  Lord  Kitchener  thinks  fit  to 
call  him  up  and  say  that  he  is  deserving  of 
a  particular  rank,  it  is  a  cruel  injustice 
to  strip  him  of  that  rank  when  he  cranes 
back  to  his  own  country.  We  want  ex- 
perienced soldiers  in  Australia.  We  are 
constantly  sending  ofiicers  abroad  in  order 
that  they  may  gain  practical  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  war.  Here  is  a  man  who 
returns  to  us  ready  trained,  and  full  of  vim 
and  enthusiasm ;  but  simply  because  he  has 
not  social  influence  at  his  back,  he  does 
not  get  a  "  square  deal.'*  I  say  that  that 
is  monstrous. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Is  this  Committee 
impotent?  Por»aTf> 
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Mr.  PAGE. — It  seems  that  we  are.    I  partment.    If  Captain  Collins  and  Mr. 

wonder  the  honorable  member  for  Parra-  Savage  are  needed  in  London,  their  posi- 

matta,  considering  his  fotcefulne&s>  has  not  tions  in  the  Defence  Department  ^ould  be 

made  the  Government  do  scHuething  in  re-  either  abolished  or  filled  by  other  officers, 

gard  to  this  oflScer  much  earlier.  Coming  to  another  matter;  no  doubt  the  Min- 

Mr.  Kellv. — One  has  naturally  some  ister  saw  the  statement  in  the  Age  a.  few 

diffidence  about  bringing  up  the  case  of  a  days  ago  as  to  what  is  done  with  cheers 

particular  officer.  who  have  received  special  training  abroad. 

Mr.  PAGE. — When  a  member   knows  Or  their  return,  they  all  seem  to  expect 

that  an  officer  has  been  cruelly  wrcmged,  office  billets.    But  men  who  have  been  sent 

be  is  wanting  in  his  duty  if  he  does  not  to  England  or  to  India  to  increase  their 

get  the  wrong  righted.    Although  late  in  military  education,  instead  of  being  put 

the  day,  I  am  glad  that  the  action  of  the  into  offices,  should  travel  about  the  C<Mn- 

facmorable  member  for  Parramatta  has  had  raonwealth,  so  that  their  knowledge  ooay 

effect.  be  imparted  to  the  troops,  and  our  Defence 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  the  Minister  Forces  made  more  efficient, 

will  not  ^y  that  he  will  allow  this  (Acer  Mr.   Ewing. — Instructions    have  been 

his  back  pay.  given  about  that. 

Mr.  Ewing. — If  I   find  it  within  mv  Mr.  PAGE. — On  the  last  Estimates  I 

power  to  give  it,  he  will  get  it.     I  shall  drew  the  attention  of  the  Minister  to  this 

look  into  the  matter.  matter.    At  the  present  time,  officers  are 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  certain  that  the  hon-  employed  in  the  capitals,  doing  routine 

orable  member  for  Parramatta  may  take  work  which  could  be  better  performed  by 

the  Minister's  word.    He  has  never  failed  ordinary  clerks.      I  understand,  further, 

carry  out  a  promise  made  to  me.    No  that  not  one  of  the  permanent  artillery 

one  in  this  delxite  has  pointed  out  that,  men  in  the  Commonwealth  can  instruct 

although  we  are  paying  ;^9Co  for  a  Secre-  the  volunteers  or  militiamen  in  the  use  of 

tarv  to  the  Defence  Department,  the  officer  field  guns. 

filling  that  position  has  been  for  some  years  Mr.  Kelly.— -I  think  that  there  is  an 

absent  in  London,  as  representative  of  the  officer  in  Victoria  who  haS  passed  through 

Commonwealth.  ^  course  of  field  gunnery. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — He  is  only  paid  Mr.  PAGE. — Is  he  the  only  one  in  the 

for  the  work  he  does.  Commonwealth  ?    On    active    service  the 

Mr.  PAGE. — Yes;  but  his  salary  should  field  artillery  is  the  main  arm  of  a  force, 

not  be  drf)ited  to  the  Defence  Department  as  any  schoolboy  would  know,  and  it  is 

when  he  is  not  dmng  defence  work.     I  almost  Gilbertian  that  we  should  have  cxily 

should  like  to  know  what  the  final  arrange-  one  officer  able  to  give  instruction  in  the 

ment  is  to  be  in  this  matter,  and,  to  test  use  of  field  guns. 

the  feeling  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  Mr.  Ewing. — ^There  is  more  than  one ; 

the  jwesent  arrangement,  I  intend  to  move  but  we  have  not  enough. 

the  reduction  of  the  salary  bv  £1.     We  Mr.  PAGE. — Artillerymen   should  not 

are  also  asked  to  vote  £5^0  for  the  Di-  be  schooled  in  only  one  branch  of  their 

rector  of  Stores,  but  the  officer  who  fills  profession.      If  there  were  a  war  scare, 

that  position  is  at  present  acting  as  ac-  who  would  be  sent  to  instruct  the  volun- 

countant  in  the  London  ofiice.    Seeing  that  teers  and  militia  to  use  the  guns  of  the 

he  is  an  expert  in  military  stores,  and  par-  field  batteries  lying  at  the  different  de- 

ticularly  in  clothing,  the  country  needs  his  pots?  Only  the  officers   who   have  been 

advice  in  connexion  with  the  proposed  new  through  a  special  course. 

scheme  of  defence.  Mr.  Kelly. — ^There  are  no  ranges  on 

Mr.  Fuller. — Surely  we  are  going  to  which  to  practise, 

have  our  military  clothing  made  in  Aus-  Mr.  PAGE.. — It  would  not  be  difficult  to 

tralia?  obtain  ranges  for  field  guns. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  hope  so;  but  these  offi-  Mr.  Wilson. — What  about  the  4.7  guns 

cers  cannot  remain  in  Lwidon  and  do  work  sent  to  Warmambool  ? 

for  the  Defence  Department.    At  the  ore-  Mr.  PAGE. — I   understand   from  the 

sent  time,  the  CEief  Clerk  is  acting  as  honorable  member  for  Corangamite  that 

Secretary,  and,  fortunately  for  the  Min-  the  4.7  gun,  a  naval  or  fort  weapon,  was 
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Mr.  EwiNG. — It  was  one  of  the  South 
African  cow  guns. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Yes;  but  they  had  not 
the  cows  to  haul  it.  In  South  Africa 
tbe  Naval  Brigade  looked  after  these 
guns.  The  mechanism  of  the  present  field 
|;uns  is  as  delicate  as  that  of  a  watch,  and 
It  is  farcical  that  we  should  have  no  cme 
capable  of  instructing  men  in  their  man- 
agement and  care.  Directly  I  found  out 
the  true  state  of  affairs,  I  interviewed  the 
Minister  about  it,  and  he  promised  me  that 
it  would  be  altered;  but  he  says  that 
nothing  can  be  dcme  under  the  present 
Act 

Mr.  EwmG. — The  Act  does  not  allow 
us  to  have  pennanait  men  in  conne^on 

with  the  field  artillery. 

Mr.  PAGE. — That  seems  to  me  mon- 
strous. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — So  it  seems  to  me. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Surely  the  Government 
•an  rectify  matters.  They  should  break 
through  the  Act.  It  is  necessary  that  our 
men  should  be  instructed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  these  guns,  and  permanent  men 
are  certainly  needed. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  would  handle  the  Act 
if  we  got  a  chance. 

Mr.  r  AGE  .—Yes.  The  Minister 
should  have  no  hesitation  about  taking  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  if  he  has  to  do  any- 
thing before  the  Act  can  be  amended, 
Parliament  will  indenmify  him.  One 
might  as  well  give  a  musket  to  a  cow  as 
place  field  guns  in  the  hands  of  men  with- 
out instruction.  It  is  not  very  long  since 
the  Prime  Minister  made  a  famous  speech, 
in  which  he  said  that  our  defence  system 
had  gone  through  three  stages,  or  periods, 
the  first  being  the  G.O.C.  period,  the 
second  the  D.C.,  and  the  third,  I  inter- 
jected, was  the  period  of  muddle.  Unfor- 
tunately we  are  still  in  a  state  of  muddle. 
I  see,  however,  a  silver  lining  to  the  cloud, 
and. shall  be  heart  and  soul  with  the 
Prime  Minister  in  his  new  scheme,  since 
I  recognise  that  the  present  state  of  affairs 
must  not  continue. 

Mr.  Wilson. — How  are  we  to  officer  the 
Forres  uniipr  the  new  scheme  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  have  always  been  an  ad- 
vocate of  a  Military  College,  and  believe 
that  only  by  the  establishment  of  such  an 
institution  in  Australia  shall  ve  be  able 
to  c4}tain  all  the  dficers  we  require. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  should  also  make  it 
easy  for  non-commissioned  crfficers  to  obtain 
v-.jmmissions. 


Mr.  PAGE. — Quite  so;  but  we  must 
take  care  to  have  officers  whcsa  the  men 
will  respect. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^They  must  be  trained. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Certainly.  An  officer  can^ 
not  impart  instructi(xi  unl^  he  has  been 
well  instructed  himself.  If  we  had  a  Mili- 
tary College  in  Australia  we  should  have  a 
full  supply  of  officers.  I  hope,  however, 
that  we  .shall  not  deal  with  our  c^oerft 
as  Captain  Coi  has  been  dealt  with. 
As  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  has  said,  had  that  officer  paid 
as  much  attention  to  his  cxdinary 
civil  duties  as  he  has  done  to  his 
military  hobby,  he  would  have  occupied  a 
better  positicm  than  he  does  to-diy.  When 
a  man  is  prepared  to  sacrifice  something  fot 
patriotism  we  ought  to  be  ready  to  sacrifice 
something  for  him.  I  know  of  a  Victorian 
who,  after  serving  for  some  years  in  the 
hussars,  has  retired  on  half  pay  and  re- 
turned to  this  State.  He  is  only  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  has  been  an  adjutant  of  a 
cavalry  regiment,  and  when  in  South  Africa 
was  adjutant  of  a  cavalry  brigade.  He 
knows  his  drill  well,  and  has  excellent 
testimonials.  This  man  has  proffered  his 
services  to  the  CMnmanwealth.  Yet  the 
Minister  says  to  him,  "  I  cannot  place 
you."  We  are  short  of  skilled  officers,  but 
the  Minister  does  not  want  to  offend  the 
powers  that  be. 

Mr.  Maix>ney. — What  powers? 

Mr.  PAGE. — ^The  officers  in  the  ser\-ice 
who  are  running  the  show.  The  Minister 
is  anxious  to  secure  the  services  of  this 
officer,  but  cannot  place  him  because  if  he 
were  to  do  so  he  would  <^end  other  offi- 
cers. If  I  were  Minister  of  Defence  I  should 
place  him  quick  and  lively  if  I  found 
that  he  had  the  ability  that  he  claims  to 
possess.  The  honorable  member  for  Corio 
has  been  good  enough  to  hand  to  me  the 
volume  of  /Hansard  in  which  appears  the 
report  of  the  debate  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  McCay  on  clause  28  of  the 
Defence  Bill  of  1903.  Mr.  McCay  said, 
as  reported  in  Hansard  of  5th  August, 
1903— 

From  what  the  Minister  has  said,  we  have 
practically  do  permaneot  forces  as  fighting  units 
except  the  men  required  to  man  our  forts.  I 
move — ■ 

That  the  foUowmg  new  sub-clause  be  nrided  : — 
"  No   permanent   military    forces  shall  be 
raised,  maintained,  or  organiKd,  ex- 
cept for  administrative  staffs,  instruc- 
tional staffs,   garrison   artillery,  for- 
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That  is  exactly  in  accordance  with  what  the 
Minister  has  stated. 

The  repOTt  continties — 

Sit  JOBS  FOBUSI. — There  is  the  ordnance 
staff  to  uiovidc  for. 

Mr.  McCAY.— That  comes  under  the  heading 
of  **  administrative  itaff." 

The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney suppMted  Mr.  McCay,  whilst  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  said  — 

Field  artillery  approaches  garrison  artilleTy 
is  this  respect ;  and  the  Minister  is  making  a 
greai  mistake  in  accepting  this  amendment  with- 
out putting  in  field  artillery  as  well  as  garrison 
artillery. 

Mr.  HcCay.— That  would  allow  of  field  bat- 
teries as  fighting  units. 

For  what  other  purpose  do  we  need  them? 
I  do  not  know  why  the  amendment  was 
moved.  The  honorable  membei'  for  Corio 
went  on  to  say — 

1  do  not  see  why  there  should  not  be  per- 
manent field  batteries ;  they  certainly  woulu  be 
belter  than  militia  and  volunteer  field  artillery. 

Sir  John  i-'OUUtST.— They  are  all  garrison  ar- 
tillery in  reality. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— How  can  they  be  garrison 
artillery  if  some  of  them  are  drivers?  A  garrison 
artillery  gtm  \%  fixed  in  large  fortifications. 

Mr.  Reid. — Some  of  the  men  are  detailed  to 
set  as  drivers  although  being  garrison  men.  They* 
are  all-round  men. 

Every  artilleryman  in  the  Imperial  service, 
whether  he  is  in  the  field  artillery,  the 
garrison  artillery,  or  the  hwse  artillery,  has 
to  be  able  to  handle  garrison,  field,  and 
hone  artillery  gims.  He  has  to  undergo 
every  year  a  course  of  training  at  Shoe- 
bury  ness. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  is  possible  only  in 
the  case  of  permanent  men. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  have  permanent  men  in 
mind.  If  we  have  three  permanent  men 
for  each  gun — cme  to  load,  Mie  to  train, 
and  the  third  man  to  spcmge  out — the 
rest  of  the  work  can  be  done  by  any  one, 
and  we  can  rely  upon  the  guns  being  pro- 
po-ly  handled.  The  reasm  why  in  ^e  Im- 
perial service  nine  permanent  artillery  men 
are  attached  to  each  gun  in  action  is  to 
prevent  any  one  man  being  overworked  and 
to  provide  for  casualties.  At  the  battle  of 
Ingogo  there  were  only  one  or  two  artil- 
lerymen at  one  of  the  guns ;  the  rest  were 
infantry.  The  report  oF  the  d^te  con- 
tinties— 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Jo  the  extent  that  a  earri. 
■on  artillerymaii  drives  he  is  not  a  garrison 
artillervman.  The  right  honorable  member 
means. that  althouRh  we  choose  to  call  these  men 
garrison  artillery  the  whole  of  them  can  be  made 
into  infantry,  because  they  are  all-round  men. 

My  opinion  is  that  our  artillerymen  should 
be  all-round  men.  They  should  be  able  to 
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handle  a  carbine,  a  garrison  gim,  a  siege 
gun,  or  a  horse  artillery  gun. 

Mr.  Rem. — ^The  sailors  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ships  are  turned  into  infantry  if  the  nuthnrities 
choose.  Sailors  took  that  4.7  gun  up  to  Lndy- 
smith  from  the  H.M.S.  Powerful. 

Sir  John  Kohrbst. — If  there  is  anything  wrong 
in  Ihe  amendment  I  will  have  it  altercil. 

Mr.  CROUCH.- 1  understand  the  Minister  to 
say  that  he  wants  to  have  all-round  men,  so- 
that  if  he  choOseS  to  employ  them  as  infantry 
men  he  will  do  so. 

Then  I  find  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  spoke  to  the  question,  saying — 

It  seems  like  butchery  to  "have  a  go  '  at  the 
Minister  now.  It  is  not  real  warfare.  The 
right  honorable  gentleman  has  Capitulated  to 
the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Corinella. 
But  we  have  not  merely  to  look  to  the  present ; 
we  have  to  consider  toe  future  also.  During 
the  last  two  years.  Parliament  has  ahown  a  strong 
sense  of  economy  in  regard  to  military  matters, 
and  the  Commandant,  being  wise  in  his  genera- 
tion, has  cut  down  the  permanent  forces. 

The  h(»K>rable  member  proceeded  to  point 
out,  as  the  honwable  member  for  Ovio 
had  done,  that  the  Minister  was  making  a 
mistake  in  accepting  the  amendment,  but 
it  was  agreed  to.  I  hope  that  the  Minister 
will  either  cause  the  Act  to  be  amended, 
or,  so  to  speak,  take  the  bit  between  his 
teeth,  and  see  that  the  men  are  trained  in 
field  as  well  as  in  garrison  artillery  work. 
It  is  essential  that  we  should  have  in  our 
permanent  men  a  skeleton  army. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — That  was  the  trouble  in 
connexicm  with  the  cadre. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  men  belonging  to  the 
scientific  branch  of  the  service  should  be 
all-roimd  soldiers.  A  man  cannot  know 
too  mudi  about  artillery.  The  more  skil- 
ful we  make  our  gunners  the  better  ma- 
chines they  will  be  when  we  want  them. 
Those  who  were  members  of  the  first  Par- 
liament will  remember  the  debate  which 
took  place  in  this  House  with  regard  to- 
the  treatment  of  troops  on  the  Drayton 
Grange,  During  that  debate  I  attacked 
the  cfecer  in  charge,  Colcwiel  Lyster,  de- 
claring that  on  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sion I  thought  that  some  of  the  men  had 
been  crnelly  done  to  death.  I  still  hold 
that  opinion.  I  went  on  to  say,  howerer, 
that  the  man  in  charge  of  the  troops  on 
board,  Colonel  Lyster,  who  is  now  the 
State  Commandant  of  Queensland,  should 
have  been  han^d,  because  he  was  neither 
more  nor  less  man  a  murderer.  While  in 
Queensland  last  year  I  had  a  long  con\-er- 
sation  with  that  officer  in  regard  to  the 
Dravton  Grange  case,  and  having  heard 
all  that  he  had  to  tell  about  it  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  had  been  the  victim  of 
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circumstances.  At  the  time  he  did  not  tell  all 
that  he  knew,  because  an  officer  in  a  higher 
position  asked  him  not  to  do  so.  Since  that 
conversation  I  have  again  read  the  report  of 
the  CommissicHi,  and  in  the  light  of  the  in* 
formation  I  have  received  fr<»n  Colonel 
Lyster,  recognise  that  in  many  cases,  in 
the  first  instance,  I  placed  a  wrcmg  ccm- 
struction  upon  statem^s  in  it.  In  justice 
to  Colonel  Lyster,  therefOTe,  I  wish  to 
withdraw  unreservedly  the  remarks  that  I 
made,  and  to  express  my  regret  that  I 
should  have  uttered  them.  I  was  not  then 
in  the  possession  of  information  that  I  now 
have,  and  I  deeply  regret  that  I  made 
such  a  serious  charge  against  him. 
I  .told  him  that  at  the  first  opportunity  I 
should  withdraw  the  statement  I  then 
made.-  I  desire  the  Minister  to  tell  us 
more  particularly  what  is  going  to  be  done 
with  Captain  Collins  and  Mr.  Savage. 
When  the  proper  time  comes,  I  hope  to 
have  a  word  or  two  to  say  about  the  pro- 
pt'sed  new  defence  scheme,  which,  as  out- 
lined, has  my  entire  sympathy.  Anv 
country  worth  living  in  is  worth  defend- 
ing ;  and  our  arrangements  in  this  con- 
nexion cannot  go  on  as  at  present.  The 
Minister  told  us  this  afternocm  that  each 
mounted  infantryman  in  the  Ccxnm(xi- 
wealth  costs  J£I^  r-er  annum;  and  some- 
thing must  be  done  to  reduce  this  expendi* 
ture.  __ 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  the  htmcx-able  mem- 
ber accept  the  proposed  scheme  without 
modifications  ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— Xo;  but  I  believe  in  the 
scheme  as  outlined,  being  quite  in  favour 
of  universal  service.  As  honorable  mem- 
bers know,  one  of  the  planks  of  the  plat- 
form of  the  Labour  Party  is  a  citizen 
soldiery,  because,  if  there  is  one  thing  of 
which  we  are  afraid,  it  is  the  creation  of 
a  military  caste. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Can  we  nro- 
vide  the  cost  of  universal  service? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  think  so;  because  the 
Prime  Minister  informed  us  that  il  would 
not  mean  more  than  an  additional 
;^ioo,ooo  or  ^^200,000  a  year.  If  an 
dfictent  ser\'ice  can  be  got  for  an  additional 
expenditure  of  that  kind.  I  am  sure  there 
is  no  one  here  or  throughout  the  country 
who  would  raise  the  slightest  objection.  At 
present  our  forces  are  little  more  lhan  an 
assembled  mob ;  and  on  every  side  there  is 
dissatisfaction.  Arrangements  should  be 
made  in  order  to  prove  whether  or  not  our 
forces  are  efficient. 


Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — How  could  that 
be  .proved? 

Mr.  PAGE. — By  assembling  the  whole 
of  the  forces,  say,  at  Dalgety,  cm  a  certain 
day — that  would  prove  whether  they  were 
efiident  or  not.  I  am  satisfied  myself  that 
such  an  attempt  now  would  end  in  chaos. 
About  two  years  ago,  two  field  forces  were 
manceuvring  between  Rockhampton  and 
the  border,  and  on  the  second  day  the  men 
had  to  go  hungry  in  the  absmce  of  any 
"tucker,"  although  they  were  within  thirty 
miles  of  Brisbane.  I  am  afraid,  therefore, 
that  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  assemble 
the  troops  from  all  over  Australia  in  some 
parts  of  New  South  Wales,  they  would  be 
starving  before  very  long ;  but,  at  any  rate, 
the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  the  ftxces 
would  be  proved.  I  am  sure  we  all  desire 
that  the  hopes  of  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Minister  of  Defence  may  be  realized  in 
regard  to  the  rjew  defence  scheme,  which, 
it  it  does  not  mean  absolute  efficiency,  will 
provide  forces  that  can  be  made  efficient. 
Pejstmally,  I  should  be  willing  to  pay 
almost  anything  for  an  efficient  service; 
and  I  am  sure  that  no  c»ie  in  the  country 
would  say  a  word  against  any  reasonable 
expenditure.  But,  as  I  have  said  every 
session,  we  might  as  well  throw  the  mon^ 
into  the  sea  as  spend  at  in  the  way  we  are 
now  doing.  We  are  spending  practically 
,000,000  a  vear  merely  to  provide 
billets  for  people,  and,  in  the  matter  of 
defence,  we  have  been  living  in  a  fool's 
paradise.  If  the  hopes  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  Minister  of  Defence  are  only 
partially  realized,  we  sKall  have  a  ionx  of 
which  every  one  in  the  country  will  be 
proud. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[S.48]. — We  have  had  a  very  interesting 
address  from  the  honcM-able  monber  for 
Maranoa,  who,  as  one  who  has  seen  actual 
service  in  the  field,  knows  what  he  is  talk- 
ing about.  I  do  not  think  that  we  can 
expect  an  efficient  service  for  the  amount 
we  are  now  spending  on  the  militarv 
forces,  nor  do  I  believe  that  we  shall 
ever  have  efficiency  until  we  have  had  scHoe 
experience  in  actual  warfare.  It  is  rather 
sad  to  think  that  the  British  people  have 
usually  to  suffer  reverses  before  they  wake 
up  to  the  situation,  but  the  United  States, 
the  South  American  Republics,  and,  in- 
deed, almost  every  nation  has  had  similar 
experience.  In  my  opinion,  we  shall  havt 
to  spend  at  least  ;£2,o(X}iOoo  per  annum 
in  order  to  sectfteitii^dsaAffjidtoKi^efence 
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foice.  I  regard  with  dread  die  posd- 
bility  of  an  invasion  of  Australia,  be- 
cause, in  such  event,  those  honorable 
members  who  hare  been  preaching 
economy  in  this  connexion  will  stand  the 
risk  of  being  hanged  to  the  nearest  tree. 
No  estimate  of  military  expenditure  can 
be  made  to  a  fraction ;  there  must  be 
a  margin  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  and, 
even  then,  we  must  have  at  the  head  able 
men,  great  financiers,  and,  above  all,  dis- 
cipline throughout  the  fcHx:es.  In  Australia, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  have  no  discipline.  It 
is  proposed  by  the  Government  that  in  the 
future  there  shall  .be  spent  ;^2,qoo,ooo 
per  annum,  and,  therefore,  I  think  "the  re- 
sult will  be  to  that  extent  more  satisfac- 
t«ry  to  the  community.  However,  it  is 
of  very  little  use  discussing  or  attacking 
the  Estimates,  seeing  that  about  five-sixths 
of  the  money  has  already  been  spent ; 
and,  as  it  is  proposed  to  substitute  for  the 
present  system  of  defence  another  more  in 
aocordance  with  requirements  of  Australia, 
there  is  not  much  need  to  discuss  the  matter 
further  at  this  stage.  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  to-night  about  "  military 
caste,"  and  about  there  being  cliques  in 
the  service  here ;  but  that  cmly  shows  that 
there  is  in  Australia  what  is  rampant  in 
every  other  part  of  the  world,  and  I  really 
do  not  see  how  we  can  mend  matters  ex- 
cept by  having  more  efBcient  men  at  the 
head,  and  paying  them  adequate  salaries. 
There  is  a  cry  of  "  Australia  for  the  Aus- 
tralians," and  in  the  Military  Forces  an 
Australian  is  given  preference,  even 
though  he  may  not  have  had  experience  in 
actual  warfare.  In  my  ppinicxi  that  is 
the  height  of  stupidity.  I  believe  in  Aus- 
tralia for  the  Australians;  but,  in  order 
to  keep  Australia,  we  must  have  an  effi- 
oent  army.  Adequate  defences  are  the 
sorest  way  of  avoiding  war ;  and  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  what  money  is  necessarj-. 
I  am  looking  forward  to  the  opportunity 
of  saying  a  word  on  the  crude  and  im- 
practicable scheme  enunciated  by  the 
Prime  Minister ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  so  much  in  the  scheme  to  admire 
that  I  hope  it  will  be  introduced  just  as 
laid  before  us  a  few  mwiths  ago.  The 
Opposition  will  see  that  the  scheme  is 
made  shapely ;  and  we  must  remember  that 
every  perfect  work  is  at  first  crude  It  is 
a  broad  and  comprehensive  scheme  that 
any  one  may  work  at  and  improve,  and 
I  believe  that  the  value  of  citizen  soldiery 
is  a  secret  that  we  have  to  learn.  But 
even  in  the  new  scheme,  it  is  pn^KMed  to 


spend  the  paltry  sum  of  ;^3o,ooo  per  an- 
num on  rifie  clubs. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^That  is  a  mistake.  It  is 
proposed  to  spend  an  additicaial  ^£^10,000 
each  year  on  rifie  clubs ;  that  is  to  say, 
^50,000  next  year,  ;^6o,ooo  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  got  my  in- 
formation from  the  Prime  Minister's 
speech,  where  it  is  also  stated  that  there 
would  be  the  sum  of  j£io,ooo  spent  an- 
nually on  the  cadets. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — ^That,  again,  is  extra  ex- 
penditure. 

Mr.  HEXRY  WILLIS.— It  is  a  mere 
bagatelle. 

Mr.  E\viNG.— It  is  proposed  to  increase 
the  amount  voted  b\-  so  much  everv  \ear. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Govern- 
ment should  propose  to  increase  the  vote 
by  large  lump  sums.  Then,  in  regard  to 
the  guns  that  we  are  importing  at  enor- 
mous exp(»ise,  I  am  informed  that  we  have 
no  ammunition  for  them;  and  even  if  we 
had  the  ammunition,  I  believe  that  we  have 
not  the  men  to  work  the  guns.  Paltry 
sums  like  ;^io,ooo  for  cadets,  and 
yrzo,ooo  for  riflemen,  are  utterly  insuffi- 
cient. It  was  found  in  the  American  war 
that  the  men  who  could  use  the  rifle  did 
the  most  valuable  work.  In  the  Boer  war, 
too,  the  Boers,  who  were  experts  in  the  use 
of  the  rifle,  could  hold  their  own  against  the 
more  highly  trained  Tommy  Atkins.  If  we 
had  a  strong  force  of  Australian  riflemen, 
they  would  be  able  to  give  as  good  an 
account  of  themselves  as  did  the  riflemen 
in  the  United  States  and  in  South  Africa. 

■Mr.  Kelly. — Is  the  honorable  member 
aware  that,  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
six  months  elapsed  befcM-e  the  Ccmfederate 
Army  could  proreed  any  further,  because 
the\  (lid  not  know  how  ko  feed  themselveb 
on  the  march  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— At  an  early 
date,  I  hope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity 
to  legislate  on  defence  matters.  One  can 
then  say  what  one  desires  on  the  sabiect. 
In  the  meantime,  I  trust  that  the  Minister 
will  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  encourage 
the  rifle  clubs,  and  to  make  them  more  effi- 
cient. Everything  should  be  also  done  to 
induce  the  cadets  to  take  an  interest  in 
their  work,  and  to  so  train  them  that  they 
may  be  afterwards  drafted  into  the  citizen 
forces.  . 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.56].— The 
honorable  member  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat  has  directed  attention  to  the  un- 
doubted importag^j,eP^(5gt3i(5gg[^ent 
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riflemen  in  our  fon^s.  He. did  not  go  on  to 
say — but  I  presume  that  he  will  quite 
-admit — how  necessary  it  is  to  have  also 
those  men  organized  and  equipped  under 
-an  efficient  general  staff  and  officers.  It  is 
-of  no  use  to  have  efficient  riflemen  unless 
we  have  the  organization  to  bring  the  rifle- 
men to  the  scene  of  action.  We  need  to 
have  ammunition  trains,  baggage  trains, 
ordnance  trains,  and  all  that  organization 
which  goes  to  make  a  mob  of  armed  men 
into  an  efficient  fighting  army.  The  hon- 
orable member  also  omitted  to  say,  but 
it  is  ncxie  the  less  true,  that  it  is  of  no  use 
to  have  a  number  of  armed  men,  and  the 
means  of  taking  those  armed  men  to  the 
field  of  acticm,  unless  we  also,  have  the 
skilled  brains  to  direct  their  energies  to  the 
best  advantage.  We  need  to  have  a 
general  staff  in  the  background,  with  the 
requisite  knowledge  and  training  to  direct 
an  army  along  strategic  lines  to  ultimate 
victory ;  and  capable  commanders  in  the 
field  able  to  take  the  greatest  tactical  ad- 
vantage frcMn  the  actual  fields  of  battle. 
But  I  did  not  rise  so  much  to  refer  to  the 
necessity  for  having  equipment  and  brains 
as  well  as  arms,  and  the  knowledge  of  how 
to  use  them,  among  the  rank  and  file.  A 
very  important  pwnt  was  raised  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Maranoa  in  am- 
nexi<xi  with  the  permanent  Secretary  of  the 
Defence  Department.  1  do  not  wish  to  say 
a  word  against  Captain  Collins.  I  believe 
that  he  is  a  very  valuable  <rfiicer  in  what- 
ever secretarial  position  the  Ccwnmonwealth 
may  choose  to  put  him.  But  he  occupies  a 
verv  anomalous  position  when,  for  years, 
he  has  received  his  salary  as  Secretary  of 
the  Defence  Department,  whilst  he  him.=elf 
has  been  permanentlv  resident  in  London 
■doing  other  than  defence  work. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — It  is  chiefly  de- 
fence work,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  KELLY.— T)ie  work  done  in  Cap- 
tain Collins'  (^ce  in  London  is  lar^y 
•defence  work,  but  Captain  Collins'  own 
•duties  take  him  very  much  outside  his 
■office.  He  is  frequently  away  doing  the 
work  of  an  Australian  representative — I  do 
not  mean,  of  course,  of  a  High  C<Hnmis- 
sioner — in  London. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Does  he  not  purchase  all 
our  defence  materiel  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— He  has  all  sorts  of 
duties  placed  upon  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment from  time  to  time.  These  duties  vary 
from  his  being  asked  to  collect  works  on 
Aualralia  to  expediting  the  ^i[xnent  of 
defence  materiel.    He  discharges  a  variety 


of  work,  which  entitles  him  to  consider 
himself  the  chief  Commmwealth  repre- 
sentative in  London.  Of  course,  he  is 
not  a  High  Commissiwier,  but  he  is  un- 
doubtedly the  representative  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, doing  all  the  work  that  the 
Commonwealth  wants  done  there.  But  he 
occupies  an  ancHnalous  positi<xi,  because 
■year  after  year  he  is  drawing  his  salary  as 
Secretary  of  the  Defen<%  Department, 
whilst  he  is  1 2,000  miles  away,  and 
another  officer.  Commander  Pethebridge,  is 
doing  his  work  at  a  smaller  salary.  It  is 
not  fair  that  one  officer  should  be  down  on 
these  Estimates  for  ^900  a  year,  whilst 
the  man  who  is  doing  the  work  is  not 
getting  the  same  salary.  In  common  justice 
he  should  be  getting  the  same. 

Mr.  Tudor. — What  salary  does  the  hon- 
orable member  suggest  that  Captain  Collins 
should  get? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  should  say  that  he  de- 
serves everv  pennv  of  ^£900  a  year.  The 
only  fault  that  'l  personally  could  find 
with  the  late  work  of  Captain  Collins 
as  Secretary  for  the  Defence  Department 
may  not  be  regarded  by  other  honor- 
able members  as  a  fault  at  all.  In- 
deed, I  am  not  sure  that  I  regard 
it  as  a  fault.  I  refer  to  his  minutely 
careful  scrutiny  of  public  mwiey,  which, 
in  connexion  with  this  Department,  may 
occasionally  be  carried  too  far  in  a  faddy 
way.  But  still,  it  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, a  very  fine  fault  for  a  public  officer 
to  have.  I  find  that  Commander  Pethe- 
bridge is  to  receive  an  allowance  for  act- 
ing as  Secretary  for  Defence,  amounting 
to  j^200.  But  the  momerir  Captain 
Collins  comes  back  to  Australia  to  take 
up  his  duties — if  he  is  to  bo  brought 
back-  this  other  officer  will  have  to  be 
found  some  work  cwnmensurate  with  the 
higher  pay  that  he  haS  been  receiving 
during  Captain  Collins'  absence.  As  far 
as  I  can  gather  from  the  Estimates, 
there  is  no  place  for  Commander  Pethe- 
bridge to  fill  at  the  increased  salary. 
I  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  the  Min- 
ister ihat  it  is  essoitial  that  this  ques- 
tion of  an  absentee  Secretary  for  Defence 
should  be  settled,  in  justice  to  Captain 
Collins  and  to  Commander  Pethebridge,  at 
the  earlie-st  possible  moment. 

Mr.  EwiMG. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
the  other  night  that  the  High  Coounis- 
sionership  required  ccmsideration,  and  tha!t 
he  would  not  much  longer  delay  dealing 
with  the  questio^g.^,^^^^^(^oOgle 
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Mr.  KELLY. — I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
that.  In  this  debate  a  number  of  state- 
nents  have  been  made  about  the 
qualificaticms  of  certain  officers  who 
are  unable  to  get  promcticm  in  the 
Defence  Forces.  I  do  not  prc^ose  to  go 
into  that  subject.  It  has  already  been 
sufficiently  discussed.  But  I  regard  those 
instances  as  additional  examples  of  the  de- 
iboralization  that  exi^s  in  this  Depart- 
ment. That  demoralization  is  also  evi- 
denced in  the  great  shortage  of  men  of  I'He 
rank  and  file.  The  memorandum  which 
llie  Minister  has  circulated  shows  that  the 
rank  and  file  is  3,000  short  of  what  it 
ought  to  be,  even  for  Our  small  force. 
This  fact  undoubtedly  proves  diat  there 
is  a  lack  of  rattiusiasm  amongst  the  men. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  find  out  from 
the  returns  furnished  by  the  Minister 
what  is  the  similar  shcntage  in  officers.  It 
is  information  that  we  ought  to  have. 

Mr.  EwiNC. — Major-General  Hoad's  re- 
port shows  that. 

Mr.  KELLY. — At  any  rate,  even  in 
officers  there  is  a  considerable  shortage. 
These  facts,  considered  in  conjunction 
with  the  sort  of  complaints  that  have  been 
made  during  die  course  of  this  debate, 
pro\'e  coKlusively  that  the  Defence  Forces 
are  in  a  state  of  demoralization. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  shortage  of  officers  is 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  is  a  very  large 
shortage  indeed  for  a  small  f(»rce  01  25,000 
men.  Much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  about  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  policy  of  previous  Govern- 
ments. It  is  quite  ridiculous  to  talk  about 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  defence 
niahters.  when  we  have  not  yet  had  in 
Australia  a  deferxx  policy '  at  all !  No 
Government  has  yet  givci  us  what  we  can 
call  a  defence  policy.  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  new  "  policy  "  forediadowed  by 
the  Prime  Minister  is  no  0101%  a  policy 
than  any  enuiKiated  by  his  predecessws. 
A  policy  is,  I  take  it,  a  parliamentary 
or  go\'ernmental  decision  as  to  the  country's 
political  dangers  and  as  to  what  ideas 
ought  to  guide  the  country  in  the  general 
conduct  of  its  defence.  On  that  decision 
you  then  ask  your  expert  officers  to  pro- 
ceed to  build.  In  that  ^ense  no  Govern- 
ment has  yet  given  us  a  policy.  No  Go- 
vemmeot  has  yet  decided  what  dangns 
they  think  or  imagine  that  the  country  has 
to  fear. 


Mr.  EwiNG. — Except  in  general  terms. 
The  exceptions  are,  first,  a  raid,  and 
secondly,  national  existence. 

Mr.  KELLY.  —  Could  anything  be 
more  vague  ?  Every  country  that  ever 
e.\isted  has  been  subject  to  a  raid  or  to  an 
attack  on  its  national  existence  1 

Mr.  EwiNC— We  can  get  no  "  for- 
rader "  than  that. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Surely  the  Minister  can 
see  that  he  must  take  irfto  consideration 
the  politics  of  the  East  in  formulating 
any  Aus''ralian  defence  policy. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — That  is  ihe  national  ex- 
istence part  of  it. 

Mr.  KELLY. — In  taking  into  conudera- 
tion  the  politics  of  *the  E.-ist,  we  must  also 
consider,  from  our  own  point  of  view,  the 
adequacy  of  the  Imperial  Navy  to  hold 
the  Eastern  seas  continuously  from  the 
outbreak  of  any  possible  war  until  its  suc- 
cessful termination.  The  Government  have 
never  yet  attempted  to  solve  that  problem. 

Mr.  £  WING.  — ^The  British  Admiralty 
could  not  tell  us  definitely  whether  the 
British  Na\7  could  hold  Germany-  in 
check. 

Mr.  KELLY.— But  the  British  Govern- 
ment have  undoubtedly  la^d  it  down  as 
the  basis  of  their  defence  schemes  that  the 
British  Navy  is,  in  their  opinion,  adequate 
to  maintain  the  general  axnmand  of  the 
sea.  That  is  the  policy  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment. They  always  keep  the  Navy  at 
what  they  conceive  to  be  the  requisite 
strength  for  that  purpose.  We,  in  Australia, 
admit  that  we  are  dependent  upon  the 
British  Navy  to  protect  us  from  the  great 
risks  which  Britons  everywhere  depend 
upon  their  Navy  to  defend  them  frwn. 
That  is  all  well  and  good.  We  must  do 
so  obviously.  But  we  liave  never  yet 
decided  in  our  official  mind— Parliament 
has  never  vet  decided — that  the  Imperial 
Navy  is  adequate  for  this  very  purpose  in 
the  East.  We  have  never  yet  decided  in 
our  offidal  mind  whether  the  Imperial 
Navy  would  be  able,  ccmtinuously  frcxn  the 
outbreak  of  war,  to  maintain  the  cnnmand 
of  Eastern  seas  against  a  possible  com- 
bination of  powers  in  Europe  joined  by 
Japan,  with  whom,  however  little  we  wish 
it,  we  may  some  time  come  in  conflict. 
We  have  never  yet  attempted  to  solve  this 
question. 

Mr,  McDouCALL. — Is  it  not  reckoned 
that  if  Great  Britain  Vfim.  ,invdl«ed  in 

Digitized  by 


10116  EHmata,        [REPRESENTATIVES.]  Ettimata. 


such  a  struggle,  i  per  carft.  of  the  fleet 
would  be  detailed  for  service  in  Australian 
waters  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Ships  tied  to  Australia 
would  not  protect  Australia  from  those 
greater  risks  of  war — invasion — to  which 
I  have  been  referring.  As  a  matter 
of^  fact,  the  proper  defensive  naval 
base  iOT  Australia  in  an  Eastern 
war  would  be  Hwg  Kong,  whether 
we  have  a  navy  of  our  own  or  not. 
I  refer  to  the  alleged  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment simply  to  point  the  moraf  that,  until 
Ministers  decide  their  minds  upon  the 
question  of  the  ability  of  the  Imperial 
Navy  to  maintain  command  under  all  pro- 
bable circumstances  of  the  Eastern  seas 
continuously  from  the  outbreak  of  a  war, 
they  cannot  lay  the  basis  of  an  Australian 
defence  policy.  If  I  might  offer,  in  pass- 
ing, a  criticism,  though  a  friendly  one,  of 
the  foreshadowed  scheme — because  I  am 
seeking  information,  and  the  scheme  is  not 
before  us  in  the  concrete — I  would  say  that 
the  Prime  Minister  has  treated  naval  and 
military  defence  as  if  they  were  indepen- 
dent, whereas  they  are  inter-dependent,  be- 
ing both  complementary  to  each  other 
in  the  protection  of  the  country.  If 
Ministers  believe  the  Imperial  Navy 
to  be  inadequate  to  protect  us  from  in- 
vasion, an  Australian  Navy  will  be  a  waste 
of  energy,  because,  if  the  ccnnmand  of  the 
seas  were  lost  by  Great  Britain,  every  man 
in  the  Australian  Navy  would  be  so  much 
expensively  trained  energy  locked  In 
ships  in  blockaded  harbors.  If  the  Imperial 
Navy  lost  command  of  the  seas,  Australia 
would  be  constrained  to  put  up  on 
land  about  her  populated  centres  as 
good  a  fight  as  she  could.  She  would  have  to 
try  to  keep  up  her  end  until  Great  Britain 
could  send  help  from  the  main  centre  of 
war.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Ministers 
think  that  the  Imperial  Navy  can  maintain 
control  of  the  Eastern  seas,  why  do  they 
propose  a  great  military  expenditure  ?  What 
purely  raiding  expedition  do  they 
think  would  then  come  here  which 
200,000  or  300,000  men  would  be 
needed  to  repel  ?  Military  training  may  be 
excellent  for  the  improvement  of  the  national 
stamina,  but  huge  military  preparations  pre- 
suppose from  a  defence  point  of  view 
the  loss  of  British  supremacy  in 
Eastern  waters.  I  present  this  passing 
critidsm  only  to  point  out  the  need  for  a 
defence  policy.  We  have  had  a  Gene- 
ral Officer  Commanding  and  a  Board 
system    of    organization,    and    now  a. 


third  is  proposed,  it  being  thought,  ap- 
parently, ^that  a  system  of  organizatioo 
means  a  policy.  A  system  of  organization 
is  only  a  means  to  carry  out  a  policy,  and 
to  fight  about  systems  of  organi-zaticm  with- 
out a  policy  is  to  fight  without  knowing 
what  we  are  fighting  about.  Until  we  have 
a  policy,  it  is  hardly  useful  to  organize. 
The  blame  for  the  dnnoralization  of  our 
fon^s  rests  mainly  on  Parliamoit.  It  Is 
useless  to  attack  the  Board  system,  and  to 
point  out  that  it  has  not  led  to  improvements 
in  organizatim,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that 
it  has  been  given  the  opportunity,  and  it 
cannot  build  an  organization  until  we  have 
given  it  a  policy  as  a  foundation.  Again,  the 
allotment  of  troops  to  different  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth  cannot  -  proceed  until  it  is 
known  what  points  on  the  coast  line  are  to 
be  defended.  That  has  not  yet  been  settled, 
I  understand,  the  Minister  bein^  unable  to 
decide  between  the  reoMnmendations  of  the 
Imperial  Defence  Conmittee  and  those  of 
MajiW-General  Hoad's  and  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral  Gordon's  Committees. 

Mr.  Ewing. — ^Yes;  a  decision  has  been 
made. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Imperial  Defence 
Committee  recommended  that  two  fortresses 
should  cease  to  be  defended. 

Mr.  Ewing. — ^Yes;  those  at  Albany  and 
Townsville. 

Mr.  KELLY. — How  laig  is  it  since  a 
decision  was  arrived  at? 

Mr.  E w ING .  — The  final  decision  was 
come  to  a  few  days  ago. 

Mr.  KELLY. — And  yet  it  is  more  than 
two  years  since  the  Imperial  Defence  Com- 
mittee was  appealed  to !  The  Military 
Board  could  not  allot  troops  without  know- 
ing what  forts  were  to  be  defended,  and 
the  Minister  has  kept  it  waiting  ! 

Mr.  Ewing. — It  was  not  necessary  to  de- 
cide this  question  earlier,  because  we  were 
not  ready  to  defend  the  places  named.  It 
really  had  such  a  small  bearing  on  the 
whole  scheme  of  defence,  that  it  was 
hardly  worth  bothering  about.  Still,  I 
have  dealt  with  it  in  deference  to  the  theo- 
retical view  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^There  seems  to  be  more 
than  a  theoretical  view.  For  instance,  has 
the  Minister  decided  to  defend  Albany  ? 

Mr.  Ewing. — It  must  be  left  alone  for 
the  time  bein§ ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
when  m<xiey  is  available,  Parliament  will 
say  that  it  must  be  defended. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Let  me  show  the  bear- 
ing of  the  defence  of  this  port  on  o»ir 
military  org^nization.^^ 
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who  will  furnish  the  garrison  for  this  for- 
tress, will  have  to  be  brought  in  from  the 
Western  Australian  gold-fields;  but  if  Al- 
bany is  not  defended,  they  can  be  sent  to 
Perth  or  Fremantle.  The  Minister  appar- 
ently thinks  that  it  matters  little  where  men 
who  have  to  be  brought  a  distance  of  socae 
800  miles  are  sent,  and  that  the  Board 
should  be  able  to  carry  out  its  organization 
with  such  a  question  unsettled  !  1  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa 
that  the  military  position  is  fajcical.  The 
naval  position  is  no  more  satisfactor\'.  For 
this  state  of  affairs,  too,  we  have  to  blame, 
not  the  naval  officers,  or  those  administering 
the  Naval  Agreement,  but  the  Minister 
and  Parliament.  Into  what  an  absurd 
position  have  Ministerial  irresolution  and 
indedsion  placed  our  naval  defence ! 
Shortly  after  the  first  meeting  of  this  Par- 
liament, the  Naval  Director  recommended 
that  six  cruisers,  under  separate  Australian 
control,  -be  obtained  for  the  naval 
defence  of  Australia,  and  the  Go^-ernment 
of  the  day,  of  which  this  Government  is 
the  heir,  decided  against  that  recommenda- 
tion, and  in  favour  of  the  Naval  Agree- 
ment, which  aims  at  Imperial  naval  co- 
operation. The  Naval  Director  subse- 
quently made  furthar  representations  on  the 
subject,  and  it  was  decided — owing,  as  Mr. 
Playford  told  the  Argus,  to  differences  of 
opinion  in  the  Board — to  refer  the  whole 
question  to  the  Imperial  Defence  Commit- 
tee, the  highest  expert  authoritv  in  the  Em- 
pire. The  Committee  considered  Captain 
Creswell's  report  during  several  months, 
and  condemned  it,  declaring  that  it  showed 
'*  an  inappreciation  of  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  naval  strategy."  On  the  receipt  of 
its  report,  two  courses  were  open — to  act 
on  it  as  the  highest  expert  opinion  in  the 
Empire ;  or  to  refuse  to  do  so,  from  political 
considerations,  of  which  the  Government  is 
the  judge.  The  irresolution  of  Ministers 
{lennitted  them  to  take  neither  course.  The\- 
referred  the  report  to  the  officer  whose 
scheme  was  so  adversely  criticised  by  the 
Committee,  and  he  naturally  adhered  to 
his  first  opinion.  Then*  the  matter  was 
shelved  again,  and  although  other  poli- 
cies have  been  brought  forward,  we  have 
not  discovered  to  date  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  that  there  shall  be  CHie  control 
for  all  the  King's  ^ips,  in  whatever  part  of 
the  Empire  they  may  be,  or  whether  the 
Australian  ships  shall  be  undn  separate 
control,  as  if  Australia  formed  no  part  of 
the  Empire.  Surely  our  officers  cannot 
be  blamed  for  ineffioency  when  Ministers 


will  not  state  a  policy?  We  already  see 
signs  of  demoralization.  Under  the 
Naval  Agreement,  500  Australians  and 
New  Zealanders  are  being  trained  at  Aus- 
tralian rates  of  pay  in  the  best  school  of 
seamanship  in  the  world.  But  this  vear 
fewer  volunte«'s  are  going  to  England 
to  qualify  for  higher  ratings,  because 
of  the  want  of  encourag^ent,  due  to  the 
.  indecision  of  the  Government.  The  men  do 
not  know  what  may  happen  to  the  Agreement 
three  or  four  years  hence.  The  suggestion  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Maranoa,  to  test 
the  efficiency  of  our  field  fortes  by  a  sud- 
den m<^ilizati(xi  many  miles  from  a  centre 
of  populatiwi,  should  canmiend  itself  to 
the  Minister;  though  he  must  admit  that 
it  would  probably  be  six  weeks  or  two 
months  before  even  1,000  men  could  be 
equipped  as  a  self-supporting  and  mobile 
unit.  There  is  not  the  equipment,  the 
stores,  or  horses. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Would  the  hcmorable 
member  keep  all  the  necessary  waggons 
and  horses  in  stock? 

Mr.  KELLY.— Certainly ;  if  we  are  to 
be  ready  for  an  immediate  raid  on  the  out- 
break of  war. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — It  would  be  sufficient  to 
know  where  we  can  get  what  we  want. 

Mrf.  KELLY.— Does  the  Muiister 
know  where  he  could  get  horses? 

Mr.  EwxNG. — I  shall  know  that  pre- 
sently. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Defence  Forces 
have  been  under  Commonwealth  control 
for  seven  years,  and  the  Minister  tells  us 
that  "  presently  "  he  will  know  where  he 
could  get  horses  on  the  outbreak  of  war ! 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  have  established  a  corps 
for  the  purpose.  The  honwable  member 
should  really  find  fault  with  those  who 
preceded  me. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  not  finding  fault 
with  the  Minister,  though  he  is  responsible 
ioc  what  IS  being  dcxie  now.  My  criticism 
is  not  only  a  personal  one.  •  The  whole 
House  has  been  wickedly  itlack  in  regard  to 
military  matters,  and  largely  because  of  that 
wicked  slackness  our  forces  are  in  a  state  of 
demoralization.  In  the  speech  in  which 
the  Prime  ^finister  foreshadowed  the  new 
organization  we  had  estimates  of  the  cost 
of  the  proposed  Australian  National  Guard, 
but  in  thc^  estimates  I  find  no  provision 
whatsoever  for  horses  or  e.^uipment.  If  the 
fanx  is  to  be  organized  on  the  basis  of  the 
present  organization  in  Australia,  the  actual 
cost  of  hwsing  it  will  amount  to  some 

^561,000.     ^^^.^^^^^  by  Google 
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Mr.  EwiNG. — No  sane  man  would  think 
of  keeping  ^£500,000  worth  of  horses  in 
stock. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Then  what  would  a  sane 
man  do? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — He  would  know  where  to 
get  them  when  he  wanted  them. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
hsr  know  where  to  obtain  them?  1  sup- 
pose that  he  will  say  that  be  will  know 
"  presently  "  I 

Mr.  EwiNG.— We  ha\*e  created  a  body  of 
men  to  obtain  that  information.  When  I 
went  to  the  Defence  Department  there  was 
not  even  a  map  there.  It  is  time  that  we 
made  a  start. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  honorable  member 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Department  for 
about  eighteen  months,  and  it  is  certainh 
time  that  we  made  a  start !  I  do  not  in- 
tend, however,  to  criticise  him  personally.  I 
find  that  some  48,000  sets  of  saddlery 
'Hould  be  required  for  the  new  forre,  but 
there  is  no  reference  to  such  an  outlay  in 
the  Prime  Minister's  estimate?  On  the  Im- 
perial service  scale  a  divisiwi  which  num- 
bers some  20,000  men  will  require  1,585 
riding  horses  and  nearly  6,00c  draught 
horses.  Apparently^  however,  there  is  no 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
organize  the  vast  horde  of  unequipped, 
if  armed  men  which  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  into  existence.  I  speak  not 
as  a  captious  critic,  but  as  one  anxious 
to  ascertain'  how  the  Government  propose  to 
o\'ercome  this  difficulty.  Are  we  simply  to 
have  a  horde  of  men  who  will  remain  in 
the  one  place  in  the  hope  that  the  enany 
will  come  to  them,  or  are  we  to  have  a 
mobile  army? 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  honorable  member 
would  be  a  fairly  clever  Minister  if  he 
could   induce   Parliament   to  grant  him 

500,000  for  the  purchase  of  horses. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then  is  the  expense 
which  has  been  foreshadowed  to  be  a  mere 
instalment  of  the  total  expenditure  that  the 
Government  have  in  mind  ?  Does  the  Min- 
ister think  that  if  he  can  induce  the  coun- 
try to  bear  with  resignation  that  ihstalm»rit 
he  will  be  able  to  induce  it  to  submit  quietly 
to  additional  expenditure?  The  proper 
way  to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this  kind  is 
to  make  a  straightforward  statement  to  the 
Committee.  The  Minister  should  take  the 
Committee  into  his  full  confidence  and  trust 
to  the  patriotism  of  honorable  members.  I 
would  only  say  in  conclusion  that  I  thinV 
that  both  in  respect  of  their  Tand  and  sea 
defence  proposals  the  Goi-ernment  are  put- 


ting the  cart  before  the  horse.  It  takes  from 
six  years  to  ten  years  to  train  a  warrant  offi- 
cer, let  alone  a  commissioned  officer,  for  the 
highest  rating  in  the  navy ;  cmly  one  year  to 
build  a  ship.  What  should  we  do  first  of 
all  i*  Should  we  buy  our  ships  without  train- 
ing our  men,  or  should  we  first  of  all  train 
our  men  if  we  can  obtain  from  the  Admiralty 
vessels  in  which  to  train  them,  and  seek 
afterwards  to  purchase  our  ships  ?  On  the 
completion  of  the  Naval  Agreraient  we  shall 
ha\*e  enough  Australians  and  New  Zea- 
landers  trained  in  the  Imperial  Navy  to 
man  four  Australian  cruisers  if  we  desire  to 
purchase  them.  The  Government  instead  now 
propose  to  borrow  men  from  the  Imperial 
Navy  and  to  buy  ships  that  will  be  under 
the  patronage  of  this  Parliament.  In  other 
words,  we  are  to  have  our  ships  before  we 
have  the  men  to  man  them  I  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  feel  our  way  and  first  of  all  to 
train  our  men?  In  the  same  way  the  Go- 
>'ernment  are  proposing,  in  regard  to  the 
land  forces,  to  obtain  a  hord^of  men  before 
they  ascertain  how  they  are  going  to  secure' 
the  necessary  officers.  The  militia  is 
utterly  inadequate  to  provide  at  once  the 
number  of  officers  who  will  be  required'  for 
the  forces  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise. 
The  Ministry  should  first  think  about"  the 
establishment  of  a  Military  College.  They 
should  set  to  work  to  train  c^ers  as  quickly 
as  possible — to  build  up  the  forces  from 
something  that  we  have  at  present — and 
eventually  arrive  at  universal  service  if  it  is 
desired.  I  am  not  saying  anything  in  op- 
position to  the  princinle  of  universal  ser- 
vice. I  recognise  that  if  we  believe  diat 
Imperial  naval  strength  is  inadequate  to  our 
purposes,  and  if  we  consequently  feel  that 
our  policy  must  be  to  protect  the  coun- 
try from  invasicHi,  we  must  have  some- 
thing like  universal  service.  But  we 
must  have  efficiency.  The  cmly  way 
to  secure  that  efficiency  is  to  begin  by 
adopting  a  proper  method  of  training  our 
officers.  During  this  debate  the  Minister 
has  made  several  observations  which  seem 
to  me  to  show  that  he  has  no  confidence  in 
the  experts  in  his'Department.'  I  think  I 
can  safely  say  that  he  appears  to  have  lost 
confidence  in  a  number  of  them.  The 
Minister  prefers,  perhaps,  not  to  answer 
"Yes,"  but  he  cannot  very  well  say  "  No." 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  say  that  an  expert  is 
valuable  only  up  to  the  point  of  his  natural 
ability  and  training. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Quite  so.  But  his  train- 
ing  ought  to  be  valuable  to  a  layman  when 
technical  quesfioos  have  to 
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Mr.  EwiNG. — It  is.  I  never  think  of 
passing  over  an  expert  when  I  have  to  deal 
with  such  questions. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  honorable  gentleman 
would  naturally  cease  to  have  confidence  in 
an  ofSnxr  as  an  expert  when  he  believed  that 
his  training  had  not  been  what  it  ought  to 
have  been.  I  do  not  wish  to  ask  him  to 
say  anything  that  he  thinks  would  be  dis- 
loyal to  his  staff. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  have  not  lost  confidence 
in  any  one ;  I  always  have  hope. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Here  we  have  another 
statement  that  proves  omclusively  that  the 
Minister  has  not  implicit  confidence  in  his 
officers. 

Mr,  EwiNG. — In  every  c^Bcer  ?  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one  has. 

Mr.  KELLY.— In  that  case  the  duty 
of  the  Minister  is  not  to  attempt  to  shield 
the  offi(xrs.  He  will  never  place  the  De- 
partment on  a  satisfactory  basis  until  he 
settles  his  policy^  and  clearly  takes  the 
Committee  into  his  confidence  as  to  the 
abilitv  of  the  officers  to  carry  it  out.  When 
his  policy  is  dealt  with  he  will  have  to 
obtain  the  men  to  carrv  it  out,  and  if  he 
has  no  confidence  in  his  officers  he  should 
plainly  say  sa 

Mr.  EwiNG. — If  I  said  to  the  House, 
"  I  desire  to  select  certain  officers  to  do 
certain  work,"  would  the  honorable  mem- 
ber support  me? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  never  raised  a 
quibble  about  any  particular  oflker. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Quite  so.  But  Suppos- 
ing I  said  that  I  knew  certain  officers 
fairly  well,  and  thought  that  they  were 
essential  to  the  work  I  had  in  hand, 
would  not  the  honorable  member  reply  by 
asking  what  I  knew  about  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  should  rather  regret 
the  Minister  usurping  the  position  of  a  lay 
Goieral  Officer  Ccanmanding — making  ap- 
pointments over  the  head  of  his  Board, 
wldlst  allowing  that  Board,  whu:h  is  re- 
sponsible for  such  appointments,  to  con- 
tinue. If  the  Minister  wishes  to  take  up 
such  an  attitude  he  must  frankly  tell  the 
Committee  that  he  has  no  confidence  in 
his  responsible  officers  in  this  regard. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — I  do  not  say  that ;  I  ha\'e 
not  said  a  word  to-night  about  the  Board. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  not  referring  to 
the  fersonnel  of  the  Board,  nor  do  I  de- 
sire to  place  the  Minister  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. In  speaking  of  officers,  I  had  in 
mind  the  officers  generally.  The  Board 
has  the   responsibility  of  recommending 


promotions,  and  if  the  Minister  relieved 
it  of  that  duty  his  action  would  be  tanta- 
mount to  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in 
it.  I  say,  therefore,  that  he  ought  to 
come  to  the  House  and  say,  "  I  do  not 
believe  in  the  Board  for  this  purpose,  and 
think  it  should  be  abolished."  If  he 
freely  and  frankly  takes  the  House  into 
his  confidence,  and  urges  it  on  this  non- 
party question  to  set  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment right,  I  am  sure  that  he  will  be  sup- 
ported, and  that  he  will  make  a  success- 
ful appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  every  h(xi- 
orable  member. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.34].  —  Des- 
pite the  strong  temptation  which  such  a 
subject  as  the  Estimates  of  the  Defence 
Department  offers  for  discursiveness,  as 
evidenced  by  many  of  the  speeches  that 
have  been  delivered,  I  do  not  propose  to 
deliver  a  lengthy  address.  I  shall  reserve 
my  criticism  of  defence  matters  until  we 
have  before  us 'the  Government's  new  de- 
fence scheme,  recognising  that,  as  ten 
months  of  the  year  to  which  these  Esti- 
mates relate  have  ' expired,  it  would  be 
little  short  of  beating  the  air  to  discuss 
them.  I  have  risen  to  protest  against  the 
supersessi(Hi  of  the  British  flag  by  what 
is  called  the  Australian  flag  in  c(xinexi(»i 
with  our  Military  and  Naval  Forces. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  has  not  been  super- 
seded. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  King  has  approved 
of  what  has  been  done. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  hope  that  we  are 
not  to  have  a  permanent  supersessim  of 
the  British  flag. 

Mr.  EwxNO. — In  the  Navy,  the  Union 
Jack  is  flown  from  the'bow  and  the  Aus- 
tralian ensign  from  the  stem.  The  King 
has  approved  of  that  being  done. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  merely  desire  to 
guard  against  the  dropping  of  the  practice 
of  flying  the  British  flag  over  our  public 
buildings,  and  in  connexion  with  our  Naval 
and  Military  Forres.  We  have  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  the  British  flag. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  hcmorable  member 
means  the  Unicm  Jack,  which  is  mly  one 
of  about  twenty  British  flags. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  merely  a 
quibble.  Every  honorable  member  knows 
I  refer  to  the  Union  Jack  and  British  en- 
sign. The  Australian  flag  cannot  be  de- 
scribed as  the  British  flag,  but  the  Union 
Jack  is  the  British  flag  as  we  know  it. 

Mr.  Crouch.— It  is  perhaps  the  only 
one  of  which  the  honorable  member  knows. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  one  of  which  I 
am  proud,  and  of  which  the  honor- 
able member  himself  need  not  be  ashamed. 
He  would  not  be  able  to  remain  here  for 
twentv-four  hours  without  risk  of  being 
turned  out  of  the  country  if  it  were  not 
for  the  protection  of  that  flag.  1  raise 
this  point,  because  I  know  that  there  is 
on  the  part  of  a  certain  section  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  this  Par- 
liament a  strong  undercurrent  of  antipathy 
to  anything  British.  I  do  not  wish  to 
see  anything  in  the  nature  of  an  indignity 
offered  to  the  British  flag. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Do  not  discover  another 
mare's  nest. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  is  no  mare's 
nest.  I  am  basing  my  remarks  on  a  regu- 
lation recently  issued  by  the  Government, 
under  which  the  Union  Jack  is  in 
future  to  be  discarded  for  the  Australian 
flaj,'.  It  ill  becomes  some  of  our  young 
Australian  friends  to  attempt  to  put  a 
slight  on  the  British  flag.  I  remind  them 
that  their  forefathers  were  Britishers,  and 
would  not  have  been  in  this  country  but  for 
the  protection  of  Biitish  rule. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley.  —  Their  fore- 
fathers would  not  have  come  here  if  they 
had  not  been  starved  out  of  England. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— At  any  rate,  it  was 
the  Union  Jack  which  made  it  possible  for 
their  forefathers  to  come  here  and  enjoy  the 
freedom  which  is  theirs,  and  which  they 
assert  even  to  the  extent  of  insulting  the 
Mother  Country.  Thev  would  never  have 
been  able  to  come  and  take  possession  of 
Australia,  and  hand  down  the  national 
colours,  under  the  flag  of  any  other  country. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— There  could  be  no  White 
Australia  policy  but  for  the  Union  Jack. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Quite  so.  People 
mav  talk  about  Australia  for  the  Austra- 
lians, but  they  would  find  there  would  be 
no  Australia  at  all  for  us  if  it  were  not  for 
the  Union  Jack.  The  honorable  member 
for  Cook  may  sneer  at  the  Union  Jack, 
but  were  it  not  for  that  symbol  of  power 
our  position  here  would  be  \-ery  precarious. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts — As  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal exiplanaticHi,  I  should  like  to  sav  that 
it  is  not  true  I  sneered  at  the  Unicm  Jack ; 
it  is  an  untruth,  and  the  hmorable  member 
knows  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  for  Cook  to  withdraw 
the  statement  he  made  in  reference  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  withdraw  it.  l 
did  not  sneer  at  the  Union  Jack,  and  I 
never  have  done  so,  but  I  certainly  was 
amused  at  the  stage  thunder  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[9-45]- — After  all  this  wordy  warfare,  per- 
haps I  may  be  pennitted  to  say  a  few  quiet 
words  on  the  Defence  Estimates.  I  disagree 
entirely  with  the  opinion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  that  there  is  any  desire 
to  belittle  the  Union  Jack.  I  also  deny 
that  the  Union  Jack  is  responsible  for  our 
presence  here,  or  for  the  privileges  which 
we  now  enjoy.  The  Union  Jack  is  simply 
a.'i  emblem  of  British  spirit  and  pluck. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  has  proved  to  be 
potent  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  admit  its 
potency,  but  I  do  not  concede  that  it  is 
all  potent  in  the  matters  under  ccxisidera- 
tion.  I  hope  that  in  the  Commonwealth 
there  will  be  cultivated  a  Im-e  for  the  Aus- 
tralian flag  as  strong  as  the  love  of  the 
Bxitishers  for  the  Union  Jack,  and  that 
along  with  the  love  for  the  Australian  flag 
there  will  be  a  love  for  the  institutions  of 
the  country  fr<Mn  which  our  foroears  came. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  do  not  object,  so  Icmg 
as  there  is  no  anti-British  sentiment. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— When  the 
honorable  member  sees  in  love  for  the  Aus- 
tralian flag  a  desire  to  cultivate  an  anti- 
British  sentilnent,  he  has  certainly  dis- 
covered_  a  mare's  nest. 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  is  a  good  deal  of 
talk  about  "  cutting  the  painter." 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  best  re- 
ply I  can  give  to  that  is  to  point  to  the 
unanimous  and  whole-hearted  support 
which  Australia  lent  to  the  Mother  Countrv 
during  the  trouble  in  So'Jth  Africa.  When 
the  time  of  need  arose  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  people  of  Australia  offered  their 
lives  for  the  Empire.  However,  that  is 
not  what  I  rose  to  talk  about.  I  am  not 
disposed  to  adversely  criticise  the  Minister 
in  charge  of  these  Estimates.  I  am  aware 
that  he  did  not  find  a  bed  of  roses  when 
he  took  charge  of  the  Department,  and 
that  reforms  were  necessary.  Though  they 
cannot  be  brought  about  in  a  ^*y.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Minister  is  doing  his  best 
to  place  this  Department  chi  a  footi.  r  that 
will  secure  for  it  the  respect  of  t^ie  com- 
munity. That  ideal — and  I  regret  it- 
has  not  yet  been  attained,  but,  if  any  ory 
can  attain  it.  I  think  it  is  the  present  ^fin- 
ister.  Whatever  criticisms  I^er,  thu^efore. 
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are  not  directed  to  f  nistradng  his  eff<Hts,  but 
rather  by  way  of  assisting  him  to  make 
the  Department  more  effective.  The  Minis- 
ter will  admit  that  there  is  a  very  large 
measure  of  justificaition  for  any  adverse 
critidsm  that  may  be  offered.  Fnun  its 
inception  the  Commonwealth  has  been 
called  upcMi  to  spend  annually  about 
j^i, 000,000  on  defence,  and  there  is  a 
feeling  abroad  that  up  to  the  present  we 
have  obtained  very  little  for  our  mtMiey. 
The  honorable  member  for  Parramatta, 
who  made  a  very  excel  lent  speech,  em- 
phasized that  point,  but  he  seemed  to  miss 
the  cause.  In  the  opinion  of  that  honor- 
able member  the  cause  lay  not  so  much 
in  the  Department  as  in  the  fact  that  there 
had  never  been  a  substantial  Ministerial 
head — that  Ministers  had  come  and  gone 
so  rapidly  that  not  one  had  been  able  to 
find  and  give  effect  to  a  proper 
WOTkin^  system.  I  disagree  with  the 
idea  that  that  is  the  main  reason  for 
the  failure  of  the  Department.  The 
reason  is  deeper  rooted,  and  is  in  the  De- 
partment itself  rather  than  in  its  adminis- 
tration. The  CommcMi wealth,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  decided  at  the  outset  to  depart 
from  the  old  ideals  that  had  animated  the 
advisors  of  the  States  Governments  in  the 
matter  of  defence,  and  to  have,  instead  ot 
a  profes^onal  military  class,  a  citizen 
soldiery.  That  was  the  policy  laid  down, 
and  there  came  a  tug-of-war  between  the 
men  who  believed  in  the  Old  World  pro- 
fessional military  systems,  and  those  who 
tielieved  in  a  citizen  s(ridiery.  1  make  bold 
to  say  that  the  efftwts  of  a'  very  large  sec- 
tiwi  of  the  military  authorities  have  been 
in  the  directiwi  of  discrediting  and  frus- 
trating the  policy  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Parliament.  Those  authorities 
have  set  themselves,  not  openly  but 
covertly,  to  bring  discredit  on  the  prin- 
ciple, with  a  view  to  establishing  their  own 
ideal  ;  and  to  my  mind  that  has  been  the 
main  cause  of  the  fricticm  and  dissatisfac- 
tion. The  trouble  will  continue  until  such 
time  as  we  have  at  the  head,  not  only  a 
Minister  but  also  an  t^hcer  who  is  thor- 
oughly in  sympathy  with  the  Common- 
wealth policy.  We  require  a  man  there 
who  is  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  Austra- 
lian danocracy.  and  who  desires  to  build 
up  a  system  of  defence  on  the  basis  of  a 
citizen  soldi^y.  While  there  is  this  anti- 
pathy to  a  citizen  soldiery  we  can  expect 
nothing  but  the  chaos  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  whole  seven  years  of  Federa- 
tion. I  have  been  forced  to  these  conclu- 
sions  by  a  feeling  that  there  is  an  antipathy 


on  the  part  of  the  professicmal  military 
man  against  the  unprofessional  military 
man,  the  former  regarding  the  latter  as 
something  beneath  hun.  The  surprise  is 
that  our  dtizen  side  of  the  Defence  Forces 
has  ranained  so  strong  and  active.  We 
have  to  make  up  our  minds  now  whether 
we  shall  have  a  citizen  soldiery  or  a  profes- 
sional soldiery.  Are  we  going  to  place  on 
the  shoulders  of  this  young  C(xnmc»iwealth 
those  old-wOTld  methods  which,  by  their 
excessive  cost,  have  ground  down  democracy  ? 
Are  we  not  to  have  practical  effect  given 
to  our  ideal  of  a  citizen  soldiery  which, 
while  being  eflSdent  and  effective,  will  not 
be  costly."  Let  us  lay  down  definitely  the 
lines  of  such  a  policy,  and  see  that  we 
work  up  to  it.  We  must  have  a  certain 
permanent  force  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing efficient  drill,  but  we  must  make  our 
permanent  officers  understand  that  our 
ideal  is  to  defend  Australia  bv  means  of 
a  democratic  citizen  soldiery.  If  our  offi- 
cers will  not  work  up  to  that  ideal,  let 
them  be  sent  about  their  business.  Let 
them  go  to  the  old  world,  where  they  will 
find  opportunities  of  giving  effect  to  their 
own  antiquated  ideas  of  defence.  No 
matter  what  Government  we  have  in  power, 
so  long  as  the  wishes  of  Parliament  and 
of  the  people  of  this  country  are  prac- 
tically set  at  defiance,  there  will  be  diffi- 
culty and  confusion.  While  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  "new  de- 
fence proposals  of  the  Government  just 
now,  the  present  affords  an  opp(Mtunity  for 
hcHiorable  members  to  <rfFer  suggesticxis 
which  may  be  useful  to  the  Government  in 
preparing  their  scheme.  When  we  were 
dealing  with  this  subject  in  the  first  Par- 
liament of  the  CommtHiwealth,  I  was  one 
of  the  few  members  who  expressed  the  idea 
that  we  were  ccnnmitting  a  mistake  in  not 
attaching  greater  importance  to  the  naval 
side  of  defence.  I  believe  that  that  aspect 
of  the  question  has  been  too  much  neg- 
lected. Indeed,  the  neglect  has  been  little 
short  of  criminal.  First,  I  would 
emphasize  the  importance  of  the  defend 
of  our  harbors.  We  ought  to  spend  a  little 
more  on  providing  torpedo  boats  and  small 
fast  cruisers  that  we  could  place  along  our 
coasts.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
need  to  engage  in  the  omstruction  of  large 
war  vessels.  So  long  as  we  are  associated 
with  the  British  Empire  we  do  not  need  to 
do  more  than  look  after  the  defence  oT  our 
coast-line.  We  are  peculiarly  situated  in 
this  respect.  We  are  n<^  in  cl<»e  proxi- 
mity to  the  tergtl^flggdS^fGwdgte  pwrer 
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that  may  be  hostile  to  us  or  to  the  Empire 
to  whidi  we  belong.    Any  hostility  that 
may  arise  must  come  from  a  distance.  The 
enemy  must  concentrate  his  large  war  ves- 
sels at  some  point  distant  from  Australia. 
Where  Australia  might  be  made  to  suffer 
in  this  connexion  is  through  damage  done 
by  commerce  destroyers.    Our  commerce  is 
of  vital  concern  to  us.    The  first  aggressive 
action  by  an  enemy  would  probably  be, 
not  to  send  a  fleet  of  ships  to  Australia  to 
take  possession  of  any  part  of  our  country, 
but  to  despateh  a  few  swift  conmerce  de- 
stTc^ers  to  damage  our  trading  vessels  and 
harass  our  coasts.    We  want  to  be  in  a 
position  to  meet  that  danger.    We  have  no 
need  to  fear  troubles  within  our  own  bor- 
ders.   But,  so  far,  our  principal  prepara- 
tions for  defence  have  been  made  inland 
without  any  consideration  to  the  dangers 
that  may  come  to  us  from  oversea.    A  very 
effective  means  of  defence  could  f^e  pro- 
vided for  the  protection  of  our  harbors. 
In  addition  to  that,  we  need  to  train  and 
equip  our  young  men  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts to  participate  in  the  defence  of  their 
country.    First  of  all,  in  pursuance  of  that 
policy,  we  need  to  develop  our  rifle  clubs, 
and  to  give  every  c^portunity  for  our  young 
men    to  become  pn^ient  in  shooting. 
Good  shooting  is  largely  a  matter  of  prac- 
tice. Many  of  our  young  men  have  acquired 
skill  in  marksmanship,  and  have  been  able 
to  hold  .their  own  in  competitions  abroad. 
We  need  to  afford  increased  opportunities 
for  such  practice.     I  fee!  sure  that  if  we 
encourage  our  young  men,  in  their  spare 
time,  to  devote  themselves  to  this  training, 
providing  them  with  skilled  instruction,  they 
will  be  an  invaluable  asset  for  defence  pur- 
poses in  time  of  danger.    We  also  need  to 
encourage  the  Australian  Light  Horse.  I 
have  found  on  the  part  of  the  military 
authorities  a  certain  hostility  to  the  forma- 
tion of  light  horse  corps  in.  the  country  dis- 
tricts.   The  <^icers  seem  to  want  to  keep 
the  COTps  near  to  the  city.    In  fact,  they 
have  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  that  a 
light  horse  corps  must  not  be  established 
outside  a  certain  radius  of  a  city. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Perhaps  they  do  not 
like  to  travel  for  instructicmal  purposes. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  have  heard 
it  said  that  the  cheers  do  not  like  to  go 
into  the  little  bush  towns  and  country  cen- 
tres to  train  our  light  horsemen.  But  they 
need  to  be  reminded  that  the  Defence  Force 
exists  for  the  Cwnmonwealth,  not  for  the 
oflScers.  They  should  be  plainly  told  that 
if  they  do  not  like  to  go  into  ^  country 


districts  to  ^ve  instructkm  to  men  who 
desire  to  participate  in  the  development  of 
this  valuable  arm  of  our  forces,  we  have 
no  need  for  their  services.  It  has  to  be 
remembered  that  city  men  who  join  light 
horse  corps  have  means  of  earning  a  liveli- 
hood that  are  not,  as  a  rule,  associated  with 
horsemanship.  These  voung  men  generally 
occupy  positions  in  banks  or  stores  or  c^ces. 
Horsemanship  is  not  a  matter  of  daily 
occupation  with  thera.  It  is  rather  an  exer- 
cise or  a  pastime.  But  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts men  almost  live  in  the  saddle.  They 
practically  make  their  living  by  their  horse- 
manship. These  are  the  kind' of  men  tfhom 
we  want  for  this  sort  of  defen(%. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — -Those  were  the  men 
who  rendered  most  valuable  service  during 
the  Boer  war. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— They  were 
the  men  who,  without  any  previous  training, 
enlisted  for  service  in  Africa,  and  prov^ 
their  fitness  largely  in  consequence  of  their 
skilled  horsemanship.    I  am  asking  that 
the  Defence  Department   shall   not  dis- 
courage these  men  in  the  formation  of  light 
horse  corps,  but  shall  rather  endeavour  to 
utilize  their  services.    By  way  of  practical 
illustration  of  how  the  Departm«it  treats 
this  branch  of  the  service,  I  may  menticHi 
that  there  is  at  Condobolin  a  company  of 
men  who  have  been  applying  for  five  years 
past  to  be  registered  by  the  Department  as 
a  half -company  of  light  horse.   These  men 
did  not  wait  for  the  Department  to  come 
along  and  register  them.    They  ccmstituted 
themselves  a  corps  without  any  departmental 
influence.    They  number  about  fifty  men 
now,  and  include  some  who  went  to  South 
Africa  during  the.  war  and  rendered  valu- 
able service  there.    One  of  the  promoters 
of  this  very  company  is  a  young  man, 
long  resident  in  the  district,  who,  without 
any  previous  military  experience,  went  to 
South  Africa,  acquitted  himself  well,  was 
promoted,  and  was  selected  as-  cme  of  the 
Australian  representatives  who  went  Home 
to  the  King's  Coronation.     He  has  ccmie 
back  and  has  made  use  of  his  knowledge  by 
inducing  his  young  friends  in  the  district 
to  form  this  light  horse  corps.    He  gave 
them  instruction,  and  for  five  years  they 
have  continued  their  operations  with  little  ot 
no  sympathy  from  the  Department. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  new  scheme  would 
take  in  such  a  corps. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  was  told 
that  the  old  scheme  would  ido^^oj  but  I 
found  that  the  miHatPf d  bh^^^qgg' 
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strcmgly  opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  citizen 
soldiery  that  they  would  give  no  assistance. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  difficulty  was,  par- 
haps,  that  that  corps  could  not  be  linkeld 
up  with  anodier. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— There  are 
other  ccwps  at  Forbes,  40  miles  away,  and 
a!t  MolcHig,  all  three  places  being  con- 
nected by  railway ;  but  I  have  been  told 
that  under  the  new  system  they  will  be 
wiped  out,  because  th^  are  too  far  frcm 
Sydney.  I  have  also  had  appIicatiMis, 
asking  that  (X)rps  may  be  fcHmed  at 
Cowra  and  Temora,  both  on  the  railway 
line. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Cowra  has  ndt  a  rifle 
club. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  is  desired 
to  fonn  rifle  chibs  in  both  places.  Al- 
thou^  men  are  readv  to  place  themselves 
and  their  horses  at  the  service  of  the  De- 
partment, the  Departmeot'  refuses  to  ac- 
cept thar  offer.  The  Minister  has  said 
that  the  equipment  of  the  Australian  Light 
Hotsc  costs  the  Department  something 
like  ^17  per  man,  and  that  funds  are 
limited.  Why  should  the  co*  be  so, 
great?  Is  it  not  possible  to  work  on  more 
ecooomical  lines?  I  am  certam  that  the 
corps  at  Condobolin  has  not  cost  anything 
like  ;^I7  per  man  per  annum.  The  men 
there  have  offered  to  serve  without  re- 
muneraticm,  if  the  Departm«it  will  regis- 
ter rtie  corps,  and  provide  it  with  an 
instructor  ;  but  it  was  not  deemed  a  wise 
policy  to  allow  them  to  do  so.  I  wish  the 
Slinister  to  try  to  establish  an  Australian 
Light  Horse  corps  in  every  little  centre, 
but  on  cheap  lines.  Showy  gannenlts  and 
trappings  are  not  needed.  We  do  not 
want  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  calls  gilt-spurred  roosters. 

Mr.  McDouGAix. — ^Australian  soldiers 
are  not  needed  to  adorn  social  functions. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— No.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  brought 
forward  a  pathetic  case,  which,  although 
a  disgrace  to  the  country,  is  characteristic 
of  our  military  system. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  not  the  only  case  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.  —  Unfortu- 
nately, it  is  not.  Three  officers  did  good 
service  in  South  Africa,  two  of  ^hem  ob- 
taining promotion  on  their  return,  while 
the  third,  who,  so  far  as  the  papers  go, 
was  the  best,  was  Idft  out  in-  the  cold. 
The  two  who  were  pronoted  are  of  high 
social  standing,  while  <Aie  third  has  little 
social  status.      It  is  social  positicm  that 


largely  determines  prcxnoticxis  und^  the 
present  system.  That  is  in  accord  with 
the  military  ideas  of  the  old  world,  biVt  is 
incompatible  with  a  citizen  soldiery.  The 
man  who  desires  to  be  captain  of  a  little 
country  corps  has  to  fight  for  the  posi- 
tion  if  he  does  not  possess  social  stand- 
ing; bik  if  he  is  a  big  land-holder,  or  a 
local  magnate,  he  gets  the  position  with- 
out trouble.  We  shall  never  have  a  satis- 
factory citizen  soldiery  until  an  end  is  put 
to  this.  I  hope  that  every  encouragement 
will  be  given  io  the  development  of  our 
citizen  soldiery  cn  true  democratic  lines. 
I  desire  also  that  the  Minister  will  do 
what  he  can  to  give  members  of  rifle  clubs 
(^portunities  for  acquiring  proficiency  in 
the  management  of  fireanns,  instead  of 
permitting  treatmmt  such  as  the  hcmorable 
member  fat  Parramatta  has  complained 
of,  and  which  has  been  extended  to 
many  districts.  The  development  of 
the  Australian  Light  Horse  is  also 
desirable.  We  should  not  confine  our  de- 
fence preparations  to  the  big  cities,  but 
should  utilize  the  services  of  the  men  who^ 
living  in  the  saddle,  have  not  to  be  taught 
how  to  handle  and  manage  horses.  I  am 
pleased  to  know  that  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding equipment  is  reaiving  attention. 
Men  may  be  properly  drilled,  but,  without 
proper  equipm«it  or  the  ready  means  of 
obtaining  it,  they  must  be  at  the  mercy  of 
a  foe.  One  of  the  first  things  to  be  done  is 
to  establish  a  small-arms  factory,  so  that 
we  may  be  independent  of  outside  sources 
for  the  supply  of  ammunition  and  weapons. 
In  this  way,  we  can  base  our  defence  svs- 
tem  on  safe  and  sound  lines,  gradually 
developing  it  as  time  goes  on.  However, 
as  the  Minister  wishes  to  get  through  the 
Estimates.  I  shall  not  offer  any  further 
criticism  now. 

Mr.  KIXG  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[10.20].— It  is  not  mv  intention  to  deal  at 
lengfh  with  the  Military  Estimates,  be- 
cause most  of  the  money  set  down  for  the 
financial  year  has  been  already  spent,  and 
we  can  now  only  lament  its  expenditure. 
Above  all  things,  militarv  expenditure  is 
the  one  eternal  waste.  We  gel  no  return,- 
no  equivalent,  for  what  we  spend.  Occa-- 
sionallv  I  see  a  General  at  the  races,  and 
he  looks  all  right,  or  dancing  at  the  Town 
Hall,  or  on  horseback,  and  he  still  looks 
well.  But  it  seems  too  bad  that  nearly 
j^r,ooo,ooo,  or  5s.  per  head  of  the  popu- 
lation, should  be  spent  for  no  earthlv  ad- 
vantage. Only  lately,  in  the  United  States, 
President  Roos¥y^iJg,f:g;j3g^<|ig|erooster» 
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out  on  horseback,  and  found  that  half  of 
them  could  not  ride.  The  same  thing 
would  happen  here.  Without  wishing  to 
say  anything  disagreeable,  1  suggest  that 
the  Minister  should  start  by  dismissing  the 
whole  service. 

Mr.  WiLKS-  —  Would  the  btxiorahle 
member  depend  on  the  Salvation  Army? 

Mr.  KING  0'MAI.LEY.— Whom  have 
we  to  fight?  There  is  the  British  Fleet, 
and  there  is  the  United  States  Fleet  to 
protect  us ;  because  the  American  Na\'y 
Board  has  decided  to  keep  fourteen  battle- 
ships at  the  Phillipine  Islands  continu- 
ously, and  to  have  a  fleet  in  the  Pacific 
equal  to  any  other  there.  Only  eight  of 
the  battleships  visiting  Australia  will  re- 
turn to  America.  Therefore,  I  propose 
that, 'instead  of  wasting  our  money  on  mili- 
tary ocpenditure,  we  should  give  ;£ioo,ooo 
a  year  to  the  British  Fleet,  and  another 
^100,000  to  the  Yankees,  and  sav  to  them, 
"  You  look  out.  and  when  the  other  chap 
is  out  fighting,  take  care  of  this  place." 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  not  sub- 
sidize the  Japanese  as  well  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  the  Germans. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  would  not 
object  to  do  so  if  we  could  deircnd  upon 
their  promise  to  be  peaceable.  The  enor- 
mous sum  of  mraiey  that  we  waste  on  mili- 
tarism would  fill  the^  Northern  Territory 
with  immigrants.  It 'would  buy  millions 
of  acres  of  land,  and  settle  it  with  a  popu- 
lation whose  very  magnitude  would  keep 
out  invaders.  But  I  suppose  it  makes  no 
difference  what  I  say.  This  military  sys- 
tem of  utter  waste  will  go  on.  No  one 
seems  to  have  the  courage  to  attack  it.  I 
have  been  longing  to  be  the  Treasurer 
if  only  that  1  might  be  able  to  do 
so ;  but  that  seems  further  away  than 
ever.  I  am  almost  afraid  to  say  a  word 
against  the  military,  for  it  seems  that  the 
time  has  come  when  Australia  must  take 
all  its  orders  frcxn  the  men  on  hcvsdjack. 
Are  we  to  make  any  change?  If  we  could 
turn  the  whole  country  into  a  great  mili- 
tary school  so  that  we  should  have  no 
"common  soldiers"  I  should  not  mrnd. 
Our  (rfScers,  with  few  exceptions,  hold  the 
"  commtm  soldier  "  in  utter  contempt.  The 
lines  of  demarcation,  caste  and  rank,  are 
really  so  rank  that  one  can  smell  them  on 
turning  a  comer  sixteen  miles  away.  The 
h(»iorabIe  member  for  "Parramatta  has  re- 
ferred to-day  to  the  case  of  an  ot&cer  who 
has  a  real  grievance.  He  has  fought  foi 
his  country,  shown  his  ability,  valour,  and 
-Miiw  on  the  battlefield,  and  has  returned 


to  Australia  only  to  find  that  he  is  not 
wanted.  I  learned  recently  of  another 
o&cer  who  went  with  one  oT  the  Austra- 
lian contingents  to  South  Africa,  fought 
there,  was  wounded,  taken  prisoner,  and 
ultimately  released.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  the  High  Commissioner  of  South  Afrura 
appointed  him  judge  of  campensatims,  his 
duty  being  to  distribute  amongst  thd  Boers 
the  j£9,ooo,ooo  which  the  British  naticHi,  in 
the  greatness  of  her  generosity,  chose  to  give 
those  whose  property  had  suffered  during 
the  war.  Although  that  man  was  a  major 
in  South' Africa,  he  was  not  given  the  rank 
of  major  on  returning  to  Australia.  The 
Minister  will  never-  succeed  in  establishing 
a  satisfactory  system  until  he  secures  crffi- 
cers  who  are  in  sympathy  with  the  citizen 
soldiery.  When  one  talks  with  the  regular 
men  who  draw  regular  pay — the  regular  sol- 
diers whom  we  know  as  the  "  dandng  mas- 
ters," and  the  "Toorak  Society  Roosters  " 
• — one  finds  that  the^  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  Prime  Minister's  scheme.  Afl 
these  men  ridicule  it,  and  yet  neither  tlie 
Prime  Minister  nor  the  Minister  of  Defence 
has  the  courage  to  go  beyond  them.  The 
'Minister  to-day  spoke  of  experts  in  his  De- 
partment. An  expert  is  a  man  who  knows 
something  about  everything  except  the  ques- 
tion on  which  he  is  an  expert.  This  coun- 
try is  full  of  experts,  and  yet  some  of  them 
do  not  know  enough  to  come  in  out  of  the 
rain.  Experts  st^er  mostly  Uom  (vain 
storm.  I  am  amazed  that  my  brother  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party — the  representa- 
tives of  the  toilers,  the  battlers  and  the 
strugglers — should  talk  about  defence.  In 
the  name  of  Heaven  what  have  we  to  de- 
fend? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  said  that  the  honor- 
able member  owns  a  few  terraces. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.  —  I  listen 
with  amazement  as  my  brother  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  talk  of  defence.  Foe  all 
time  the  working  men  have  done  the  fight- 
ing, and  while  they  have  been  away  Mr. 
Boodlier  has  generally  been  grabbing  every- 
thing they  have  left  behind.  Hundreds  of 
Australians  who  fought  in  South  Africa  are 
to-day  walking  the  streets  of  Melbourne, 
Sydney,  and  other  State  capitals.  We  well 
remember  what  their  empl(^-ers  said  when 
they  volunteered  for  service :  "  Yes,  my 
boys,  go  forth  and  fight  for  your  country." 
They  wanted  to  get  them  away  so  that  dur- 
ing their  absence  they  could  snatch  every- 
thing that  their  fathers  and  mothers  had. 
Many  men  are  so^^,f|.tno|ti<(^p^^^^^  are 
always  ready  to  send  son^  one  els^  out  to 
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fight  for  them.  In  the  United  States  of 
America,  when  ^200  was  being  offered  to 
men  to  go  to  the  front  the  fat  men  were  all 
travelling  to  Canada. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  should  touch  them 
with  a  Federal  income  tax. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  should  sup- 
port an  income  tax  for  military  purposes. 
Why  should  not  those  who  have  property 
pay  for  its  protection?  I  repeat  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  great  military  school  in 
Australia,  so  that  we  need  have  no  common 
soldiers.  Let  us  have  no  one  below  the  rank 
of  a  colonel,  and  let  every  man  wear  a 
badge  on  his  shoulder  to  denote  his  rank 
and  authority.  The  Labour  Party  is  the 
only  party  in  this  House  that  can  boast  of 
a  fighting  man.  We  have  in  our  ranks  a 
man  who  carried  the  flag  in  South  Africa, 
and  yet  it  is  said  sometimes  that  we  are 
not  loyal.  We  are  all  proud  of  him,  and 
as  I  listened  to  his  speech  to-night  I  could 
not  help  feeling  glad  that  tie  was  the  man 
who  had  done  the  fighting  instead  of  me. 
The  honorable  member  for  Went  worth 
talked  about  spending  ^^500,000  on  horses 
iot  the  fwces.  He  shoi^d  remember  that 
horses  grow  old  and  die,  and  that  such  an 
expenditure  would  be  wasteful.  The  coun- 
try which  has  not  learned  to  encourage  men 
to  go  to  the  front  by  looking  after  them  on 
their  return — by  making  heroes  of  them — has 
not  learned  its  business.  Only  lately  in  the 
United  States  of  America  the  pension  valve 
has  been  opened,  so  that  every  man  who 
has  smelt  powder  will  receive  a  pension. 
Nothing  but  an  earthquake  suflScient  to 
bring  down  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  would 
change  our  military  svstem.  There  seems 
to  be  a  sort  of  bureaucracy  which  prevents 
the  Minister's  orders  being  carried  out.  If 
A  change  is  Qrd»«d,  it  is  so  made  that 
thac  is  no  difference.  I  am  in  favour  of 
an  Australian  Navy,  but  it  may  very  easily 
be  shut  up  like  other  navies;  and  in  any 
case,  why  this  scare  about  war?  So  long 
as  the  Anglo-Japanese  friendship  exists, 
there  can  be  no  onslaught  on  Australia  by 
Japan;  indeed,  I  believe  that  it  is  this 
frienddiip  that  has  prevented  a  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Japan. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  confine  himself  to 
the  item. 

Mr-  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  solemnly 
protest  against  this  waste  of  money  on  a 
useless  military  system.  I  c^ject  to  be 
taxed  to  buy  brsUd,  feathers,  and  other 
ornaments  for  roosters  who  are  of  no  use 
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to  me.  It  would  be  much  more  profitable 
to  utilize  our  permanent  army  in  shooting 
Western  Australian  rabbits  far  sale  in  Eng- 
land. However,  I  suppose  that  whatever 
arguments  we  advance,  these  Estimates 
must  be  passed ;  but  it  is  time  that  we  cut 
down  this  foolish  expenditure,  and  utilized 
the  mwiey  in  encouraging  immigration,  and 
in  irrigating  our  lands.  The  most  expen- 
sive gun  or  war  vessel  bec<xnes  (^olete  in 
ten  years;  and,  as  I  said  before,  there  is 
ro  reason  for  a  scare  about  war.  seeing 
that  we  are  thousands  of  miles  awav  frc~ 
everywhere.  No  fleet  in  the  world  could 
carry  sufficient  provisions  to  enable  an 
army  to  land  and  penetrate  twenty  miles 
inland,  and  even  if  that  could  be  done,  we 
are  well  able  to  defend  ourselves.  Let  us 
give  over  drilling  men  in  bodies  and 
squares,  because  the  time  is  past  for  that 
kind  of  warfare.  We  now  require  men 
with  heads  to  do  the  fighting,  and  every 
man  must  be  a  g^ral  to  get  out  of  the 
way.  The  Minister  ought  to  take  courage 
and  inaugurate  an  entirely  new  system  with 
new  men  and  new  ideas. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Naval. — Divisions  48  to  60  {^ew  South 

Wales),  ^6,582;  (Victoria),  £25,989; 
(Queensland),  ;^i9,o88 ;  (South  Austra- 
^'^)>  .^^^8,415;  (Western  Australia),  £300; 
and  (Tasmania),  £150,  agreed  to.  Divi- 
sions 61  to  76  (Thursday  Island),  ^^14,540  ; 
(King  George's  Sound),  ^£5,464,  agreed 
to.  Military. — Divisions  77  to  96 
(New  South  Wales),  £201, ySS  agreed  to. 
Military. — Divisions  97  to  115  {Victoria)^ 
£n9fS7'' 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Victoria)  [10.45].— 
The  Inspector-General  has  reported  that 
the  office  of  D.A.A.G.  for  Victoria  is  not 
necessary.  He  has  stated  that  one  of  the 
duties  of  that  officer  is  to  prepare  tickets 
for  reviews  and  issue  them. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — Not  only  with  regard  to 
that,  but  with  regard  to  other  matters  men- 
tioned in  the  Inspector-General's  report, 
consideration  will  be  given.  Every  refer- 
ence made  in  the  Inspector-General's  re- 
port will  be  sent  on  to  the  State  C(Hn- 
mandants  or  other  officers  concerned  for 
further  report,  and  will  subsequently  be 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  also  have  an  obser- 
vation to  make  with  regard  to  the  Victorian 
Permanent  Artillery  Band.  In  New  South 
Wales  the  baiulsmen  are  paid  6d.  per  day 
extra.  I  should  like  the  (M«?ister  to  con- 
sider the  propriet^'9(tfe*Si!te»fflrtPgil^-same 
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treatment  to  the  bandsmen  in  Victoria.  I 
also  believe  that  the  bandmaster  in  New 
South  Wales  is  given  the  positimi  of  war- 
rant officer  whilst  the  bandmaster  in  Vic- 
toria is  not.  A  proposal  that  the  band- 
master in  Victoria  shall  be  similarly  treated 
has,  I  believe,  been  made  to  the  Military 
Board,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
has  reached  the  Minister  himself.  It  will 
pr<^ably  be  sufficient  for  me  to  put  this 
observation  on  record  in  Hansard  in  order 
that  th^  Minister's  attention  may  be  drawn 
to  it  when  he  is  giving  consider aticm  to 
other  matters. 

Mr.  EwiNG. — The  same  treatmmt  will 
given  to  the  Victorian  bandsmen  that  is 
given  to  other  bandsmen,  unless  there  is 
sotAe  good  reason  to  the  contrary. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Mil:tary.  —  Divisions  ii6  to  i88 
{Queensland)  £92,04^,  {South  Australia) 
j£4^,yoo,  (Western  Australia)  £$9,144, 
(Tasmania)  £$S>3^^f  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

EXCISE  TARIFF  BILL. 

Bill  returned  frtmi  the  Senate  with  a  re- 
quest. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 
Bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  re- 
quests. 

OFFICERS'  COMPENSATION  BILL. 

Bill  returned  from  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

AUSTRALIAN  INDUSTRIES 
PRESERVATION  BILL. 
Bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  a  mes- 
sage intimating  that  the  amendments  made 
by  the  House  of  -Representatives  had  been 
agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace  : 
Select  Committee. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

That  the  remaining  business  be  postpfmed  until 
after  the  considerfttion  of  motion  No.  >  (General 
business). 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [10.50]. — I  do  not  know  by  what 
authority  the  Prime  Minister  profrases  the 
postponement  of  all  notices  of  motion  until 
after  the  consider  a  ticMi  of  the  second  motion 
on  the  list  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
hcMiOTable  member  for  Riverina.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Standing  Orders  provide  fix 


dealing  with  Orders  of  the  Day  in  a  certain 
manner;  and  standing  order  149  provides 
that,  unless  the  House  otherwise  orders^  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  shall  be  <fisp0Bed  of  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  notice- 
paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— It  is, the  custom  for 
the  leader  of  the  House  to  move  such  a 
motion  as  this  whenever  he  deems  that  the 
requirements  of  business  may  demand  it. 
But  at  the  same  time  it  is  the  right  of  an 
honorable  member  who  has  a  matter  of 
business  on  the  paper  to  object  and 
to  take  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  Of 
course,  when  an  h(»iorable  member  who  has 
a  motion  on  the  paper  objects,  that 
motion  has  to  be  dealt  with  separately  from 
the  other  motitms  covered  by  the  proposal 
of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Do  I  understand 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  power  to  dis- 
pose of  private  members'  business  in  their 
absence  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — The  honorable  mem- 
l)er  will  see  that,  if  honorable  members  who 
have  motions  on  the  paper  ire  not 
present,  the  House  cannot,  by  their  ab- 
sence, be  precluded  from  gmng  on  with 
other  business. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— But  I  never  knew 
that  the  Prime  Minister  had  power  to  dis- 
]X)se  of  private  members'  business.  . 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  necessities  of 
the  House  require  that  some  member  shall 
have  power  to  take  action  with  regard  10 
the  order  of  business.  Otherwise,  the  ab- 
sence of  an  honorable  member — who  might 
be  absent  intentionally  or  otherwise — 
would  prevent  the  whole  House  from  be- 
ing able  to  proceed  with  business  as  it  de- 
sired to  do.  That  would  be  an  impossible 
condition  of  things.  Therefore  it  is  that 
the  leader  of  the  House  always  has  power, 
in  the  absence  of  objection  from  honorable* 
memlwrs  having  business  on  the  paper, 
to  proceed  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Svdnev)  [10.53].— I  suppose  that  the  ob- 
ject of  this  motion  is  to  bring  to  the  top 
of  the  paper  the  proposition  standmg  in 
the  name  of  the  honorable  member  tor 
Riverina,  with  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee.  For  my  OTvn 
part,  I  think  that  it  is  highly  undesirable 
—although  I  quite  bow  to  your  ruling 
that  the  procedure  is  in  order— that  there 
should  be  power  for  any  one  in  this  House, 
in  the  absence  of  honorable  members  who 
have  certain  me»gflMi  b?OfeR:^t^' 
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without  the  motions  being  called  in  order, 
to  propose  that  those  motions  shall  be  dealt 
with  in  a  certain  way.  Apart  altogether 
from  that,  however,  I  think  it  is  very  in- 
vidious to  make  such  a  selection  ot  a  motion 
and  to  give  preference  to  it. 

Mr.  Dearin. — It  is  always  invidious, 
and  special  reasons  have,  of  course,  to  be 
given.  There  is  a  special  reas(»i  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  cannot 
see  that  there  is  any  special  reason.  The 
firm  in  question  axe  not  the  only 
people  whose  correspcmdence  has  been 
stopped  by  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment, although  they  are  the  only  firm 
who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  get  a 
member  of  this  House  to  move  in  their  in* 
terest.  I  do  noE  think  it  is  desirable  that 
preference  should  be  given  to  this 
motion,  or  that  there  ue  strong  reasons 
why  this  course  should  be  taken.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Prime  Minister  stated  earlier 
in  the  day  that  he  would  not  take  this 
course  if  the  motion  were  to  be  debated. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^We  cannot  if  it  is  to  be 
debated. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
Prime  Minister  can  take  it  that  the  motion 
would  be  debated.  I  understood  tTiat  he 
said  that  be  would  not  afford  an  opportu- 
nit\-  for  the  consideratiini  of  the  motitm  if 
it  were  to  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  there  were  to  be  a  I(Kig 
debate,  he  said. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  can 
assure  the  Prime  Minister  that  there  will 
be  a  dri»te. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Why  does  the  h(»orab]e 
member  debate  the  question  at  this  stage? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Because 
it  has  no  right  to  take  precedence  of  other 
members'  business. 

Mr.  CHANTER.-^Tfae  honorable  member 
has  supported  Governments  which  have 
done  this  often. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  must  mention  cases  to 
convince  me.  There  is  no  reason  for  giv- 
ing precedence-  to  this  motion.  I  know 
that  the  restriction  is  affecting  a'  certain 
firm,  but  it  is  also  affecting  many  others. 
Are  we  to  have  Committees  in  connexicm 
with  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  are  motions  for 
their  appointment  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others  7 
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Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  asked  that  it  take 
precedence,  b^ause  of  the  stage  of  the 
session,  if  it  is  done  without  det^ite. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
other  more  important  busi^ness  on  the  paper. 
I  object  to  precedence  being  given  to  a 
motion  merely  because  a  supporter  of  the 
Government  desires  to  bring  it  forward. 
Would  any  other  honorable  member  re- 
cdve  such  consideration? 

Mr.  Deakin. — Yes,  under  the  circum- 
stances. Fersmally,  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  suggesticHi  underlying  the  moticn ; 
but  as  the  action  of  the  Government  has 
been  challenged,  and  there  is  no  other  in- 
quiry open,  consider  it  proper  to  give  an 
opportunity  for  its  investigaticm. 

Mr.  Joseph  'Cook. — Will  the  honorable 
member  support  the  motion? 

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  I  leave  it  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have  no 
objection  to  the  motion  in  itself,  though,  as 
it  reflects  on  the  administration^  Ministers 
should  have. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Thai  let  it  be  brought 
forward.  If  the  honorable  member  re- 
fuses an  opportunity  to  Ixing  it  forwardj 
he  must  take  the  responsibility  of  buridi^ 
inquirv. 

Mr."  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Not  at 
all  i  but  I  see  no  reason  why  pieoedenoe 
should  be  given  to  it. 

Mr.  WILSON  (Corangamite)  [10.59].— 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  proposal  to  give 
precedence  to  the  motion  is  unreasonable. 
The  Prime  Minister,  in  answering  a- ques- 
tion asked  by  the  honorable  member  £n* 
Riverina  to-da^,  said  that  he  would  not 
allow  the  motuxi  to  be  brought  forward 
if  h  would  be  ■  debated  at  cwisiderabla 
length,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Norrh  Sydney  has  pointed  out  that,  if 
brought  on,  it  will  be  so  debated.  I  prtj- 
test  against  the  bringing  on  of  such  a 
motion  at  this  hour,  when  many  honor- 
able members  who  would  oppose  are 
absent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— As    it    is    now  11 
o'clock,  new  business  cannot  be  taken. 
Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

PRIVILEGE  :  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  PROCEDURE. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

I.  That  the  Select  Committee  of  thii  House, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  pro- 
cedure in  cases  of  breach  of  Privilege,  be  em- 
poweied,  jointly  with  the  Select-jCommitbre  simi- 
farly  appointed  by  %„^5f^'^®^>g4e 
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aad  report  upon  any  recent  allegations  reflecting 
upon  Parliament  or  any  of  the  members  thereof, 
and  for  such  purposes  to  exercise  all  sucb  poweri 
as  have  been  conferred  by  this  House. 

a.  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  Senate  asking 
it  to  similarly  empower  the  Committee  appointed 
by  it  so  as  to  enable  it  to  act  jointly  in  these 
inquiries  with  the  Committee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [ii.i].— The 
motion  contains  a  very  proper  extension  of 
the  Committee's  powers ;  but  I  wish  to 
explain  my  position  in  regard  to  the  Com- 
mittee's appointment.  While  I  was  not 
strongly  in  favour  of  its  appointment,  I  am 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  re- 
main a  Committee,  and  not  be  constituted 
a  Royal  Commission, 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  is  no  need  for 
that. 

Mr,  FISHER.— There  must  be  no  at- 
tempt to  convert  Select  Committees  into 
Royal  Commissions.  In  the  past,  we  have 
had  the  Ministerial  power  to  do  this 
abused,  and  I  shall  offer  strenuous  opposi- 
tion to  such  action  in  the  future,  and  shall 
take  the  most  serious  view  of  anything 
done  by  the  Government  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Scmietimes  it  is 
necessary,  to  enable  a  Committee  to  finish 
its  work. 

Mr.  FISHER.— If  that  is  found  .neces- 
sary, the  Committee  should  first  report  to 
Parliament,  and  be  discharged  as  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Swne  honorable  members 
have  accepted  positions  on  the  Committee 
on  the  understanding  that  they  are  not  to 
be  asked  to  sit  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  FISHER.^If  it  be  found  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  Royal  Commission,  the 
case  should  be  placed  before  Parliament, 
so  that  we  mav  know  what  is  to  be  done. 
I  emphasize  this  because  I  am  strongly 
against  the  practice  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. On  a  former  occasion  I  said 
nothing;,  because  I  thought  that  nothing 
could  be  gained  by  raising  the  matter  then. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11.4].— I  am 
glad  that  the  honorable  member  for  Wide 
Bay  has  taken  this  stand.  I  have  always 
been  against  the  easy  appointment  of  Select 
Committees  and  Royal  Commissions.  In 
this  case,  I  would  point  out  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  not  finish  its  work  before  the 
prorogation. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Then  it  will  be  re- 
appmnted  next  sessicxi. 

Mr.  WILKS. — That  makes  the  case  for 
it  still  weaker  than  it  was.  I  understood 
that  the  object  of  appointing  a  Committee 


was  that  procedure  might  be  devised  to 
immediately  deal  with  certain  cases.  Cer- 
tain opinions  have  been  circulated  for 
months  past,  and  the  socmer  an  effort  is 
made  to  remove  them  from  the  public  mind 
the  better.  I  thought  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister would  have  beoi  able  to  devise  a  mode 
of  procedure;  but  when  a  Select  Commit- 
tee was  proposed,  I  was  surprised  that 
Mr.  Speaker  and  the  President  were  not 
to  be  members  of  it,  because  they  are  the 
custodians  of  our  rights,  powers,  and 
privileges.  The  arrangement  is  a  clumsy 
one.  The  Cwnmittee  will  find  that  the 
parties  will  refuse  to  come  before  them, 
and  that  they  will  have  no  power  to  sum- 
mon them.  C(Misequently,  both  the  alleged 
f^enders  will  be  aJtHe  to  laugh  the  House 
to  scorn,  equally  &s>  it  was  thought,  they 
would  have  laughed  it  to  scom  under  the 
ordinary  system  of  tvinging  them  before 
the  bar. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  whole  thing  is  grand- 
motherly. 

^^r.  WILKS.— Exactly.  I  had  hoped 
that  the  Prime  Minister  himself  would  de- 
vise the  means  of  procedure,  but  be  now 
admits  that,  even  if  the  Committee  does 
discover  some  system,  it  will  still  be  neces- 
sary to  introduce  legislation  to  give  effect 
to  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.6]. — It  occurred  to  me  this  aftemocm 
that  the  Camnittee  might  well  investigate 
the  two  cases  which  have  been  brought  be- 
fore the  House,  but  I  see  there  is  a  diffi- 
culty. I  apprehend  that  the  Committee 
will  reccsnmend  the  adoption  of  some 
.summary  legal  procedure  before  the  High 
Court  in  connexion  with  such  cases  in 
the  future.  But  what  will  happen  if  the 
C<Mnmittee  do  reccxnmend  such  a  course, 
and  in  the  meantime  have  already  investi- 
gated the  two  cases?  On  the  whole,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  Prime  Minister 
would  be  well  advised  to  separate  the  two 
things. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [11.7].— Any 
legislaticm  that  might  be  devised  to  meet 
similar  cases  in  the  future  could  hardiv  be 
made  jetrospective,  and  put  into  force 
against  these  two  particular  sources  of 
slander. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  do  not  want  them  to 

escape. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  do  not  want  any 
slanderer  to  escape.  In  this  case  certain 
definite  charges  have  been  made.  My  ob- 
ject was  not  te,gte^@e9c5gtemed  to 
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give  evidence,  because  they  would  probablv 
refuse,  but  to  put  them  in  the  position  of 
being  called  on  and  of  refusing  to  sub- 
stantiate their  charges.  A  slanderer 
is  usually  a  cowardly  person  who  is  not 
prepared  to  oxne  forward  to  substantiate 
his  accusation.  If  they  did  refuse,  it 
would  then  be  the  dutv  of  the  Government 
to  advertise  the  fact  throughout  Australia, 
to  show  what  cowardly  slanders  a  journal 
like  the  Sydney  Bulletin  is  capable  of,  and 
the  extent  to  which  trade  competition  can 
induce  a  man  like  Mx.  B^le  to  distort  the 
truth. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [ii.Sl— 
it  would  be  rather  a  stupid  method  of  pro- 
cedure to  ask  the  Committee  to  arrange 
flome  method  to  be  followed  in  dealing 
with  these  or  future  offenders,  and  al&o  to 
inquire  into  the  offences  tHemselves.  That 
would  put  the  Committee  into  a  terrible 
tangle.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wide  Bav  regarding  the  turning 
of  Select  CcMnmittees  into  Royal  Commis- 
sions, which  the  Prime  Minister  tells  us 
is  not  going  to  be  dcme.  There  are  reports 
that  the  House  will  rise  within  the  next 
fortnight  or  three  weeks.  Consequently 
nothing  will  be  done  in  this  matter  at  all, 
because  a  Select  Committee  cannot  sit  dur- 
ing the  recess.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
amend  the  Standing  Orders  to  allow  it  to 
do  so.  I  hope  the  Prime  Minister  will 
withdraw  the  proposed  addition  to  the  mo- 
tion, or  otherwise  endless  difficulty  will 
ensue.  The  matter  should  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee 
to  bring  up  proposals  for  altering  the  pre- 
sent orocedure,  and,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
get  the  opimon  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown.  Government  could  have  done 
so.  The  whole  matter  could,  in  that  way, 
have  been  fiired  up  in  one  or  two  meetings, 
and  we  should  have  known  where  we  were. 
The  course  now  proposed  means  shelving 
the  matter  to  a  future  date. 

Mr.  KING  O '  M  AIXE  Y  (Darwin) 
fii.it]. — As  this  matter  concerns  the  whole 
of  Australia,  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
whether  it  is  because  of  their  deficiency  of 
intellect  that  no  representatives  of  South 
Au^alia  or  Tasmania  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  Cnnmittee,  whilst  Queens- 
land has  three,  and  the  other  States  have 
two  each? 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [11. 12]. — I  should  say  it 
was  because  of  the  excess  of  zeal  and 
alality  ai  some  oi  those  hoiorable  mem- 


bers that  it  has  been  thought  de- 
sirable to  keep  them  off  the  Committee. 
I  promised  to-day  to  submit  a  proposal,  as 
I  thought  the  Committee  could  do  scaae 
useful  work  in  these  two  cases  by  calling 
upon  the  persons  responsible  for  a  state- 
ment, but  admit  that,  beyond  that,  there 
is  no  immediate  prospect  of  their  dealing 
speedily  with  their  assertion^.  I  am  content 
to  leave  it  to  the  will  of  the  House  whe- 
ther what  is  suggested  should  be  done  or 
not. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Case  of  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

That  the  House  do  dow  adjourn. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [11.13]-— 
In  consideration  of  what  has  taken  place, 
and  the  gravity  of  the  question  involved 
in  the  motion  which  I  desired  to  submit  re- 
garding Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace's 
cOTrespcHidence,  and  in  view  also  of  the 
fact  that  the  matter  was  talked  out  to-night 
by  s(xne  who  should  not  have  taken  that 
course,  will  the  Prime  Minister  give  me  an 
oppwtunity  of  submitting  the  moticxi  to- 
morrow at  an  early  hour,  in  order  that  the 
House  may  express  its  opinion  uprai  it? 
Honorable  members  are  very  tender  about 
their  own  grievances,  and  pass  a  motion 
such  as  has  just  been  dealt  with,  since  it 
affects  themselves,  but  they  appear  to  be 
utterly  careless  as  to  what  embargo  may 
have  been  placed  on  people  outside.  We 
are  here  to  do  justice  to  all.  I  was  sur- 
prised to-nifiht  at  the  action  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Svdney.  I  have 
known  him  for  many  years,  and  what  he 
did  to-night  was  against  all  his  previous 
actions  in  Parliament.  I  have  no  personal 
interest  in  the  matter,  other  than  to  see 
justice  done,  and  so  far  as  I  can  I  shall 
see  that  justice  is  done  in  this  case,  no 
matter  whom  it  affects. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— I  simply  want 
justice  to  be  done  to  other  honorable  mem- 
bers who  have  motitxis  on  the  notice-paper, 

Mr,  CHANTER.— I  look  to  honorable 
members  to  help  me,  and  to  the  Prime 
Minister  to  allow  me  the  opportunity  I  ask 
for. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [ii.i4l- — However  im- 
portant this  matter  may  be  to  certain  per- 
sons, or  even  to  the  hmorable  menber,  it 
is  perfectly  impdMtg  ^tiS^^^I&  the 
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whole  course  of  Government  business  and 
the  Estimates  for  the  consideration  of  such 
a  question.  I  am  sorry  the  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  get  an  opportunity  to  put  his 
news  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  could  not  get  that  in 
five  minutes. 

Mr.  DEAKIX.— No;  that  was  at  a 
preliminary  stage.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  promise  the  honcH-able  member  any  more 
Government  time  at  this  period  of  the 
sessi<n. 

Question  resolved  in  the  afiirmaHve. 

House  adjourned  at  ii.ij  p.m. 


H^ouse  of  fiepresentatibes. 

Friday,  3  April,  igoS. 


Mr.  Speakeb  tot^  the  chair  at  10.30 
a.m.,  and  xead  jprayen. 

IMMIGRATION. 

Mr.  KING  O'MAIXEY.— In  this 
morning's  Age  the  Premier  of  Victoria  is 
reported  to  have  said  at  Glen  Waverley 

yesterday — 

When,  he  was  in  England  he  had  offered 
Mr.  Deakin  a  millioa  acres  in  writing. 
(Lau^ter.)  From,  that  time  to  this,  Mr. 
Deakin  had  done  nothing  to  t&ke  up  the  land. 
He  differed  altogether  with  Mr.  Irvine  in  the 
immigration  question,  because  they  must  pro- 
vide for  their  own  people  first.  When  they 
opened  up  some  land  recently  there  were  300 
applicants  for  one  piece.  Before  they  asked 
people  to  come  here  from  England  they  should 
provide  for  the  sons  of  the  pioneers. 

That  declaration  having  been  made  by  so 
able  and  practical  a  man,  will  the  Prime 
Minister  refuse  to  bring  immigrants  here 
until  provision  is  made  for  their  future? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  daily  expect  from 
the  Premier  of  Victoria  a  considered  reply 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Will  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  take  steps  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  other  Premiers,  and  especially 
those  of  the  Labour  Premier  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, twho  recently  ^ated  lin  England 
that  there  is  plenty  good  land  in  South 
Australia  for  immigrants  to  take  up? 

Mr.  Hedges. — And  in  the  West. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Yes;  in  all  the  States. 
WJien  the  views  of  the  Premiers  have  been 
ascertained,  will  the  Prime  Minister  give 
^ect,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  expressed 


desire  of  the  people  for  immigration  on  a 
large  scale? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— All  the  Premiers  have 
been  invited  to  express  their  opinions,  and 
to  furnish  statements  showing  the  land 
available  in  their  respective  States.  When 
they  have  done  so  information  will  be  laid 
bef(»e  Parliammt. 

Mr.  PALMER. — Has  the  attention  of 
the  Prime  Minister  been  directed  to  a 
Statement  made  by  the  Premier  of  Vio 
tcxia,  and  published  in  the  newsipapers 
three  or  four  days  ago,  to  the  effect  that 
certain  railways,  the  construction  of  whidj 
was  in  contemplation,  would  make  avail- 
able for  settlement  in  this  State  wocat 
3,000,000  acres? 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— I  read  that  sUtement. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE 
ADMINISTRATION. 

Recreation  and  Sicc  Leave. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  wish  to 
know  from  the  Postmaster-General — 

I.  Was  a  request  submitted  to  his  Department 
to  bring  into  operation  in  the  Public  Service 
of  his  Department  a  circular  order  identical 
with  the  Circular  No.  88  of  the  and  February* 
1006,  issued  by  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Cfustoms  ? 

3.  Hat  thii  order  been  Brought  into  general 
operation  within  his  Department,  and,  if  not, 
what  arc  the  reasons  for  its  non-application? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  good  enough  to  infwm  me  of  his 
intention  to  ask  these  questions,  and  I  have 
been    furnished    with     the  following 

replies: — 

I.  A  suggestion  to  that  effect  was  -received 
from  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 

3.  It  bas  not  been  brought  into  i^eratioo  in 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department,  because 
the  Acting  Postmaster-General  of  the  dav  was 
of  opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  PaT< 
liament,  in  passing  the  Public  Service  Act.  that 
leave  for  recreation  and  leave  on  account  of 
illness  should  be  dealt  with  as  two  entirely 
distinct  and  separate  matters,  hence  the  pro- 
vision in  section  69,  clause  4j,  of  the  Act. 

CADET  HEAD-COVERING. 
Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  wish  to  know 
from  the  Minister  of  Defence  if  provision 
has  been  made  to  supply  the  cadets  with  a 
better  head-covering  for  the  forthcoming  ert- 
campment  than  was  used  on  the  last  occa- 
sion, when  they  had  only  small  fwagxng 
caps. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Where  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— In  Tasmania.  I 
am  sure  that  the  Minister  will  agree  that 
forage  caps  are  not  the  pcoper  headwear 
for  boys  under  tbrnghotn^ifijoCXSgfeiaiia.  . 
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Mr.  EWING.— The  honorable  member 
mentioned  the  matter  to  me  about  a  week 
aga  Unquestionably  boys  should  not  wear 
caps  under  the  Australian  sun. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  sun  is  not  tob 
hot  in  the  winter  time. 

Mr.  EWING.— The  forage  cap  is  not  a 
complete  head-dress  for  a  cadet.  I  do  not 
know  vrby  it  was  permitted.  Inquiries 
will  be  made,  and  the  honorable  member 
informed  of  the  nsult.  Forage  caps  will 
not  be  used  at  future  oicampments. 

PAPUAN  LAND  SCANDALS. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  The  Prime 
Minister  stated  yesterday  that  Mr.  Stani- 
forth  Smith,  in  his  effort  to  encourage  settle- 
ment and  industry  in  Piapua,  had 
gone  too  far,  and  had  made  a  mis- 
take in  atlowing  an  crfficer  interested 
in  an  application  to  sit  with  him 
on  a  public  Board  which  had  that  applica- 
tion before  it.  I  wi^  to  know  whether 
'Mr.  Staniforth  Smith  was  aware  that  the 
officer  sitting  with  him  was  an  applicant, 
and  whether  the  applicatiOT  was  granted. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  There  were  two  ap- 
plications; the  first,  in  the  names  of  Mr. 
Drummond  and  Mr.  Pinney,  was  made  when 
Mr.  Drummond  was  sitting  with  Mr.  Stani- 
forth Smith  on  the  Land  Board.     The  fact 
that  be  was  an  applicant  was  patent  on  the 
face  of  the  document     The  application 
was  not  granted.    An  Executive  wder  was 
issued  that  officers  should  not  be  comiected 
with  land  applications.     The  second  -ap- 
[riication  was  made  by  Mr.  Watt  and 
others.      Mr.  Dnimmond's  name  did  not 
appear,    though    he    and    Mr.  Pinney 
were    to    acquire     an    interest  after- 
wards.     I     believe    it    was  generally 
known  that  the  parties  making  the  seccmd 
application  were  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  first.      In  both  cases,  probably, 
and  certainly  in  the  first,  the  probabilitv  is 
that  ilr.  Staniforth  Smith  knew  who  the 
applicants  were.  I  was  alluding  also  to  the 
fact  that  a'  statem^t  had  been  made  that 
Mr.   StanifOTth   Smith  had    allowed  an 
applicant,  Mr.  Bloomfield,  to  leave  with 
him  papers  in  blank,  to  be  filled  up  when 
certain  surveys  had  been  ccxnpleted.    I  re- 
ferred to  both  these  matters  as  certainly 
errors  on   Mr.   Staniforth  Smith's  part. 
But,  having  regard  to  the  great  work  he  has 
done  in  settling  the  country,  the  immense 
energy  he  exhibited  in  making  land  avail- 
able, and  -his  eager  search  everywhere  for 
proper  applicants,  I  venture  to  say  that,  in 
the  li^t  of  these  facts,  Mr.  Staniforth 


Smith's  acticHi  is  not  censurable  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  certain  press  ccnnments  would 
seem  to  imply. 
Mr.  Henky  Willis. — Was  that  land 

granted  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No;  the  first  applica- 
tion was  set  aside,  and  the  second,  when  it 
came  forward,  was,  I  think,  passed  by  the 
Land  Board  but  rejected  by  the  Executive 
Council.  An  inquiry  followed.  In  the 
Legislative  Council  ,both  Mr.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Drummond  have  seats.  We  have  to 
remember  that  tfaeqe  applicaticMU  are  not 
made  in  Papua,  as  they  might  be  in  a 
State,  without  their  purport  being  known. 
The  little  handful  of  people  at  Port 
Moresby  know  what  the  others  are  doing ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  in  regard 
10  these  transactions,  the  imputations  are 
unwarranted,  because  the  transactions  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  place  in  the  light  of 
day. 

UNDERGROUND  WIRES. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster -General  what  the  position  is 
with  regard  to  undergrounding  telephone 
and  telegraph  wires  in  Melbourne? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  work  is  being 
pushed  on  in  sections  by  the  Department 
of  Home  Affairs. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  the  work  being  done? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Yes,  and  within  the 
last  fortnight  a  further  contract,  involving 
an  expenditure  of  some  ;^^48,ooo  has  be«i 
let. 

TELEGRAPH  OPERATORS: 
MILITARY  TRAINING. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^I  desire  to  ask 
the  Postmabter-General  a  question  in  refer- 
ence to  the  case  which  I  brought  before 
him  yesterday,  of  three  telegraphists  in  the 
Sydney  Post  Office,  who,  in  order  to  attend 
tht:  annual  military  encampment  last  year, 
had  each  to  pay  5s.  to  a  substitute  to 
do  their  work.  The  Postmaster-Gendral 
promised  to  make  inquiries,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  if  he  has  dcme  so,  and  with 
what  result? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  made  inquiries, 
and  I  have  issued  instructions  that  these 
men  are  to  be  afforded  facilities  for  going 
to  camp  without  any  deductions  being 
made  fnxn  their  salaries. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 
Mr.  WATKINS.— I  understand  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  take 
the  discussion  of  the  Federal  Site  question 
on  Tuesday?       Digitized  by  LiOOgie 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — No  cHie  said  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Government 
said  the  question  would  be  considered 
immediately  after  the  Estimates  had  been 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  WATKIXS.— I  suggest  to  the 
Prime  Minister  the  advisability  of  fixing 
a  date  for  a  discussion,  in  order  that  there 
may  be  a  full  attendance  of  honorable 
members.  I  think  the  measure  is  important 
enough  to  justify  such  a  step. 

Mr.  DEAKIN'.— I  think  that  is  a  very 
proper  suggestion,  havjng  regard  to  the 
importance  of  the  matter,  so  long  as  no  un- 
due delay  is  involved.  We  are  now  be- 
tween the  reception  of  the  Tariff  and  its 
mnsideration.  That  consideration  must 
commence  as  soon  as  the  oflBcials  of  the 
Customs  Department  have  prepared  all  the 
particulars  hnwrable  members  are  likely  to 
require.  Th&ce  is  to  be  an  interval 
between  the  coiu:Iusion  of  the  Estimates 
and  the  dealing  with  the  Tariff,  and  in 
that  interval,  I  hope,  the  Federal  Capital 
site  question  may  be  disposed  of.  This 
ought  to  be,  at  latest,  on  Wednesday  next. 
Of  course,  there  must  be  some  debate, 
though  I  hope  it  will  not  be  at  any  length, 
and  it  should  be  concluded  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Wednesday  would  suit 
Inter-State  members  better  than  Tuesday. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  just  informed 
by  the  Treasurer  that  the  additional  Esti- 
mates will  be  laid  on  the  table  to-day, 
and,  perhaps,  it  would  simplify  matters 
and  insure .  a  better  attendance  if  we  de- 
cided to  have  the  debate  on  Wednesday. 
The  Treasurer  tells  me  that  the  additional 
Estimates  will  fairly  occupy  the  whole  of 
Tuesday ;  and  if  we  have  the  discussion 
cm  the  Federal  Capital  site  on  Wednesday, 
we  can  take  the  vote  on  Thursday,  which 
will  afford  honorable  members  ample  time 
to  be  -present. 

NEW  PROTECTION. 

Mr-  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  submit  the  new  pro- 
tection proposals  following  on  the  Senate's 
Tariff  suggestions,  or  whether  it  is  proposed 
to  wait  until  the  decision  of  the  High 
Court  has  been  given  before  introducing 
the  legislation? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  ~  Even  if  we  had  a 
whole  session  before  „s  it  would  be  unwise 
to  propose  legislation,  in  view  of  the  direct 
challenge  of  the  powers  of  the  Common- 
wealth during  the  recent  cases  bef(H%  the 
High  Court.    We  should  be  proceeding  in 


the  dark,  and  there  would  be  applications 
for  its  adjournment.  Cwisequently,  what- 
ever our  wishes  or  desires  may  be,  it  wil> 
be  necessary  to  wait  for  the  judgment,  be- 
fore st^Mn7tting  legislative  proposaJs. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  In  view  of  the  fact 
that,  as  freely  stated,  several  members  have 
voted  for  the  imposition  of  certain  dudes 
on  an  assurance  that  the  new  protection 
pr(qx)sals  would  be  applied,  I  desire  to 
know  from  tlie  Prime  Minister  whether,  in 
the  event  of  the  Hi^  Court  declaring  the 
new  protection  legislation  to  be  ultra  vires 
he  will  afford  Parliament  an  opportunity 
to  review  ceriain  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — That  contingency  wiU 
not  arise.  Whatever  the  terms  of  the  judg- 
ment may  be,  the  Government  propose  to 
proceed  with  their  new  protection  pro- 
posals i  it  is  only  a  question  of  the  particu- 
lar wav  in  which  they  should  pnx^eed. 

Mr. 'McWILLIAMS.  —  Following  up 
the  questicMi  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  may  I  ^sk  the  Prime  Minister, . 
without  notice!  whether,  should  the  con- 
tingency to  which  the  hmorable  member  has 
referred  arise,  it  will  be  possible  for  the 
Government  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of 
carrying  out  the  new  protection  policy 
without  an  amendment  of  the  Constituticm? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  Is  more  than  one 
contingency.  There  are  quite  a  series.  I 
do  not  indicate  what  they  are.  But  in 
regard  to  one  particular  contiT>gency 
nothing  could  be  done  without  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution. 

CASE  OF  MESSRS.  FREEMAN  AND 
WALLACE. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  desire  to  repeat  a 
questim  that  I  asked  last  night  on  the 
adjournment,  and  the  answer  to  which  I 
did  not  quite  catch.   The  Go^'ernment  have 
monopolized  all  the  time,  thus  depriving 
honorable  members  of  any  opportunity  of 
submitting  private  business ;  and  I  desire  j 
to  know  whether  the  Prime  Minister  will 
afford  facilities  for  dealing  with  the  case 
of  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  and,  io 
the  event  of  a  Select  Ccwnmittee  being  ap-  ! 
pointed,  to  permit  of  its  at  once  getting  to  I 
work,  so  that  we  may  have  a  report  before  | 
the  session  closes? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  admit  that  the  hon- 
orable member  is  placed  in  a  difficult  posi- 
tion, but  he  has  also  to  remember  that  the 
House  is  similarly  circumstanced.  That  is 
to  say,  there  is  no  immediate  opportunity 
of  resuming  the  discussion  which  was  com- 
menced last  night  on  tlui^hcMUMrable  mem- 
ber's motion.  -    Digitized  by  VjOOglC 
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Mr.  Chanter. — It  was  not  oxnmenced 
—I  could  not  readi  it. 

Bir.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
is  ccvrect,  and,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  have 
said  the  preliminary  discussicHi  before  the 
bmorable  member's  motion. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  had  cmly  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Of  course  no -one  was 
aware  that  an  objection  was  about  to  be 
taken.  The  hcmorable  member  must  see 
that  a  Select  Ccxnmittee  such  as  he  pro- 
poses would  require  at  least  a  fwtnight  ac 
three  weeks. 

Mr.  Chanter. — A  week  would  finish  the 
whole  thing — ^two  sittings. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  that  is  an 
extremely  sanguine  estimate.  With  the 
close  of  the  session,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Select  Committee  would  close.  Conse- 
quently, unless  the  honorable  member  has 
an  opportunity  of  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  his  proposal  sufficiently  early 
to  leave  time  enough  for  the  ccMnpletion  of 
the  inquiry — of  which  I  can  form  no  opin- 
ion myself,  but  which  I  have  been  in- 
formed must  take  two  or  three  weeks; 
indeed,  I  have  heard  twice  that  time 
named  

Mr.  Chanter. — The  House  should  have 
an  oppcRtunity  of  dealing  with  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  House  has  de- 
clined to  deal  with  the  matter  so  far. 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  has  not  had  an  op- 
portunity. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Before  we  give  the  hcn- 
or^e  member  another  opportunity,  we  must 
also  consider  the  claims  of  other  honorable 
members  who  have  ox)ti<ms  on  the  paper. 
We  are  anxious  to  do  that.  .  But  we  are 
so  close  to  the  end  of  the  sessi(xi  that  I 
fear  the  opportunity  will  be  useless  to 
the  honorable  member.  That  is  my  diffi- 
culty. I  feel  the  position  in  which  tne 
bonwable  member  is  placed.  It  is  only 
that  reason,  and  the  exceptional  position 
which  the  Government  occupies  in  regard 
to  this  matter  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  exceptional 
position? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  the  motion  has 
regard  to  acticm  taken  by  a  member  of  the 
Government  with  the  approval  of  the  Cabi- 
nA.  It  is  a  matter  that  cannot  other- 
wise be  dealt  with.  If  Hie  House  thought 
that  any  injiistice  was  likely'  to  accrue, 


and  that  a  full  inquiry  is  necessary,  the 
Government  is  prepared  to  grant  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  surrender  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government  to  the 
House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.~No.  In  this  matter 
the  duty  of  the  Minister  was,  in  a  sense, 
a  judicial  duty.  It  was  not  executive,  or, 
at  all  events,  not  administrative,  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  those  words. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  Minister 
concur  in  this  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No. '  I  do  not  wish 
to  debate  it  now ;  but  if  hcmorable  mem- 
bers will  consider  for  a  mcHnent  the  nature 
of  this  judicial  power  and  its  ex«:cise, 
they  will  see  that  the  Government  ought 
not  to  interpose  any  cmsid^'ations  of  the 
customary  character  in  regard  to  its  execu- 
tive administraticn.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, if  any  hcmcM^le  member  caal 
satisfy  the  House  that  in  this  case  or  in 
any  other  exercise  of  the  particular  Minis- 
terial power  in  question  real  injustice  has 
been  done,  or  that  'there  are  reasonable 
grounds  for  believing  that  injustice  has 
been  done,  I  think  that  the  Government 
should  leave  "the  matter  to  the  decision  of 
the  House  as  one  quite  apart  from  Min- 
■  isterial  responsibility  altogether. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  any  opportu- 
nity been  furnished  to  the  hc»iorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  to  ccmviiKe  the  Cabinet? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  has  been  no 
effort  to  convince  the  Government,  as  far 
as  I  know,  and  no  movement,  except  in- 
side this  House,  .to  dmsider  whether 
this  further  inquiry  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  House  has 
shown  no  anxiety  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Well,  all  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  is  requesting  is  an 
opportunity  to  ascertain  whether  the  House 
desires  it  to  be  OHisidered ;  and,  under  the 
exceptional  circumstaiK^s  of  the  case,  I  en- 
deavoured to  affOTd  him  an  opportunity. 
Unfortunately,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to 
give  effect  to  that  desire. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  In  view  of  the  reply 
given  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  the  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina,  relative  to  his 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committee  of  inquiry,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  whether  I  am 
to  understand  that  he  admits  that 
any    individual     whose  correspondence 

is  prohibited  u5,|^edtG?fey^»  of 
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the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act  is  pre%ente3 
from  going  to  a  Court  and  asking  for  an 
investigation  into  the  merits  of  his  case  ? 
Do  I  understand  frcMn  the  Prime  Minister 
that  that  is  a  correct  interpretation  of  his 
answer  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. —Substantially  correct. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister,  if  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  people  who  are  convicted  in  this  par- 
ticular fashion  are  denied  the  right  of  ap- 
pealing to  a  Court,  which  is  the*  privilege 
of  the  meanest  criminal  in  this  land,  does 
he  ihink,  considering  that  he  made  a  i^o- 
mise  that  an  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  discuss  this  questitxi  

Mr.  Deakin.— No;  an  opportunity  to 
bring  on  the  proposal  without  discussion. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Does  the  Prime  Min- 
ister think  that  he  is  justified  in  now  using 
the  fOTras  uf  the  House  to  prevent  an  in- 
x^estigaticHi  into  this  particular  case? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  that  the  last 
suggestion  is  not  fair.  Ministers  are  not 
using  the  forms  of  the  House  in  any  respect 
whatever.  They  were  used  last  night  to 
prevent  the  consideration  of  the  honorable 
member's  motion,  but  certainly  Ministers 
were  not  responsible  for  that.  The  mat- 
ter is  particularly  wie  which  the  House 
itself,  apart  from  the  Gov^iunent,  should 
be  allowed  to  decide.  This  I  was  anxious 
for. 

Mr.  McDonald. — If  there  had  been  a 
vote  last  night  the  moticHi  would  have  been 
defeated  by  two  to  oae. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Prime  Minister 
did  not  quite  reply  to  my  former  questioi. 
T  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  nqt  possible 
for  the  Government  to  give  one  day — say 
next  week — not  only  to  my  motion,  but  to 
other  motions  standing  in  the  names  of  pri- 
vate members  ?  Could  not  honorable  mem- 
bers have  one  day  to  complete  their  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  intimated  the  willing- 
ness of  the  Government  to  give  a  day,  but 
of  course  it  could  not  be  next  week,  when 
we  have  the  additional  Estimates  comuig  on, 
the  Capital  Site  questitxi  to  consider,  and 
the  Tariff  suggestions  of  the  Senate  to  take 
in  hand.  Then,  as  I  said,  the  Government 
hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  day,  or  longer  if 
possible,  to  private  members  before  we 
close ;  but  I  was  candid  enough  to  warn  the 
honorable  member  that  that  would  be  too 
late  to  be  of  any  use  to  him. 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  would  be  too  late, 
of  course. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Exactly. 


POST  AND  TKLEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Stanley  Mail  Service — Telegraphists' 
Pay,   Queensland  and  Victoria  : 

Sunday  Duty. 

Mr.  O'.MALLEY  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  he  aware  that  for  many  yean  the 
I'nion  Steam-ship  Company's  steamer,  plying 
between  Melbourne  and  Burnie  (TasmanU), 
called  at  Stanley  en  route,  delivering  and  tc- 
ceiving  mntls,  goods,  &c.  ? 

3.  Is  he  also  aware  that  the  Tasmanian  Go- 
vernment, by  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum 
of  money,  has  recently  made  great  improve- 
ments at  Stanley,  which  port  is  now  one  of 
the  best  and  safest  harbors  in  the  State? 

3-  Is  he  further  aware  that  the  Union  Com- 
pany has  discontinued  calling  at  Stanley  ever 
since  the  signing  of  the  Inst  mail  contract,  thus 
greatly  inconveniencing  the  producing,  distrt. 
buting,  and  business  interests  of  a  large  section 
of  agriculturists  in  Tasmania? 

4-  Will  the  Postmaster-General  insist  on  the 
company  calling  at  Stanley  en  routef 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Deputy  Postmas- 
ter-General, Hobart,  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing informatitm  in  connexion  with  ques- 
tions I,  2,  and  3 — 

For  some  years  the  Union  Company's 
steamers  called  at  Stanley,  and  during  the 
erection  of  the  breakwater  a  certain  amonat  of 
business  resulted;  but  when  that  work  was 
completed,  at  a  cost  of  £iT,ooo,  the  service- 
diminished  to  once  a  week,  as  the  business  did 
not  warrant  the  vessels  calling,  and  ceased  be- 
fore the  contract  was  entered  into.  Under 
the  present  time-table  maiU  for  Hobart,  Laun- 
ceston,  -West  Coast,  and  -  intermediate  ofiEces 
reach  Burnie  I'n  time  for  despatch  by  trains 
leaving  at  6  and  f  a.m.,  and  also  for  an  early 
delivery  as  far  as  Wynyard.  If  steamers 
called  at  Stanley  a  much  earlier  sailing  from 
Melbourne  would  be  necessary,  with  a  great 
risk  of  missing  trains  at  Burnie. 

4.  Strong  representations  will  be  made  to  the 
contractors  on  the  subject. 

^fr.  JOHNSON  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

t.  Is  it  a  -  fact  that  telegraphists  in  Queens- 
land and  Victoria  have,  for  some  time  past, 
been  receiving  for  Sundav  duty  a  day  and  a 
half's  pay,  while  in  New  South  Wales  only 
b.ilf-a-daY's  pay  is  allowed,  with  a  day  off  in 
lieu  of  Sunday? 

2.  Is  there  any  special  reason  for  having  a 
different  system  'in  New  South  Wales? 

3.  Is  it  intended  to  make  the  systems  uniform 
in  each  State;  and,  if  so,  when;  or,  if  not, 
why  not? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

1.  Yes. 

2.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner  has 
ruled  that  the  intention  of  Regulation  66  is  that 
where  an  officer  works  on  Sunday  and  time  off 
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addUkual  pay  for  a  full  daVf  and  •  propor- 
tionate part  for  leis  than  a  full  day ;  but  where 
■t  is  not  possible  to  so  conduct  the  work,  and 
an  officer  is  required  to  be  on  duty  oa  Mven  or 
more  consecutive  days  in  ooiise<|ueace-af  having 
to  work  on  Sunday,  be  shall  be  allowed  one 
and  a  half  day's  pay  for  a  full  day  on  Sunday 
and  a  proportionate  amonnt  for  less  than  a  full 
day. 

3.  The  practice  in  the  States  is  not  untfona 
owing  to  the  fact  that  time  off  can  be  given  in 
some  cases  and  not  in  others,  and  corresfMrnd- 
cBCe  is  now  proceeding  with  the  Commissioner 
with  a  view  if  possible,  of  securing  uniformity. 
Parliament  bas  decided  against  officers  working 
seven  days  a  week  where  it  can  be  avoided. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 


TOOMA. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (for  Sir  John  Quick) 
adced  the  Prime  Minister^  ufon  notice — 

Whether  he  will  cause  copies  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
Chnterman's  report  on  the  Tooma  site,  with 
plans  annexed,  to  be  available  for  circulation 
among  honorable  menUwrs  without  delay? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
oriole  member's  questioa  is  as  follows — 

A  copy  of  the  first  report  by  Mr.  Surveyor 
Chesterman  was  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
.Hoose  on  the  aoth  }uly,  1904,  and  printed;  a 
copy  of  the  second  report  was  tabled  on  the 
<gth  of  August,  1Q04,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
t^le,  not  priate<L  Heliographic  copies  of  the 
plans  mentioned  in  the  reports  were  placed 
before  the  House,  but  the  plans  have  never  been 
ttprodnced  for  circulation  amongst  members. 

I  have,  however,  obtained,  in  addition  to 
the  report  which  is  on  the  table,  a  certain 
number  of  typewritten  copies  of  the  second 
report  of  Mr.  Chesterman.  These,  with 
the  planK  that  we  have — although  they 
have  not  been  copied — 'Will  be  made  avail- 
able to  honorable  members  somewhere  in 
the  neig^bcx'hood  of  the  chamber. 

OPIUM  SMUGGLING:  iREWARD. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (for  Mr.  Crouch) 
asked  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs, 
ufcn  notice — 

I.  Whether  the  information,  which  led  to  the 
arrest  of  Wee  Wood  at  the  North  Melbourne 
railway  station  on  the  30th  December,  1907, 
by  which  the  Department  recovered  80  tins 
of  opium,  worth  £yio,  and  a  fine  of  £tfit 
caae  from  Constable  Thomas  Dunn,  of  Gee- 
long? 

a.  Were  the  constables  who  effected  the 
anett  in  Norlfi  Melbourne,  upon  Constable 
Duon't  telephonic  communication,  rewarded? 

3.  Is  Constable  Dunn  to  receive  any  part  of 
the  reward,  and  when  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— In  reply 
to  the  honorable  member— 

1.  Yes. 

2.  They  are  to  be  rewarded. 

3.  Yea;  all  the  rewards  will  be  paid  very 
shortly. 


TELEPHONE    LINE :  ESSENDON 
TO  KEILOR. 

lUx,  MAUGER.— Recently  the  honor- 
able member  Tor  Omo  aslced  the  follow- 
ing questions: — 

I.  Whether  a  promise  to  erect  a  telephone 
line  iiom  Essendon  to  Keilor  was  made  as  far 
back  a«  JuoCf  1907. 

a.  Whether  all  the  moneys  irqnired  under  the 
guarantee,  Ac-,  were  paid  on  16th  September, 
1907? 

3.  Whether  in  January,  1908,  tiie  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Melbourne,  promised  that 
the  telephone  would  be  completed  in  one  week? 

4.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  line  has  not  yet  been 
commenced? 

The  Acting  Deputy  Postmaster-General, 
Melbourne,  has  furnished  tke  following  re- 
plies : — 

I.  The  residents  were  informed,  prior  to 
June,  1907,  of  the  conditions  under  which  a  Ihie 
would  be  built. 

B.  Yes.  Necessary  moneys  were  forwarded 
on  the  date  mentioned,  but  a  delay  of  some 
weeks  occurred  before  the  residents  completed 
the  bond  for  the  constniction  of  the  line  under 
guarantee,  repMsentatiou  bavii^  been  made 
that  the  line  should  be  erected  without 
guarantee, 

3.  Mr.  Crouch  was  informed  on  i4tb  Janu- 
ary, 1Q08,  that  the  work  would  be  put  in  hand 
the  following  week.  By  this  it  was  meant  that 
the  pegging  out  of  the  line  would  be  com- 
menced, not  the  oonstruction. 

4.  This  new  line  is  awaiting  provision  of 
funds,  but  all  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  calling  of  tenders  for  the  necessary 
poles,  and  by.  the  time  these  are  in  it  is  ex- 
pected that  money  will  be  available. 


TELEGRAPHISTS :     NEW  SOUTH 
WALES. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Recently  the  honor- 
able member  for  Cook  asked  the  follow- 
ing questions: — 

1.  it  a  fact  that  the  Appointment  Clerk, 
G.P.O!,  Sydney,  made  urgent  application  for 
the  creation  of  two  new  telegraphist  positions 
from  the  Treasurer's  advance  account  tn  Janu- 
ary last,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  such 
assistance  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  Depart- 
ment? 

2.  Has  this  necessary  request  been  agreed  to? 

The  Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Syd- 
ney, has  furnished  the  following  infor- 
mation : — 

Presuming  that  the  questions  refer  to  two 
proposed  new  positions  ag  telegraphist  at  De- 
niliquia,  a  requisition  was  prepared,  as  usual, 
in  the  Appointment  Branch  of  this  office,  an^ 
submitted  oy  me  on  the  ayiA  January  last,  for 
the  creation  of  such  positions,  and  for  funds 
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lath  February  with  a  minute  by  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  asking  for  further  in- 
formation before  appointing  additional  hands, 
and  are  now  under  reference  to  the  inspector, 
who  is  being  asked  to  at  once  return  them  with 
his  report,  and  in  the  meantime  to  advise  by 
wire  as  to  the  present  position  of  the  matter. 

RAILWAY  STATION-MASTERS: 
POSTMASTERS'  ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Recently  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bri.sbane  asked  the  fol- 
lowing questions: — 

I.  It  it  a  fact  that  an  allowance  is  made  to 
railway  station-masters  in  Queensland  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  postmaster  when 
that  office  is  held  by  them,  and  that  such  al- 
lowance is  supposed  to  be  paid  half-yearly?" 

a.  Is  he  aware*  that  such  allowances  are  con- 
siderably in  arrear,  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  the 
reason  why,  and  when  such  allowances  will  be 
paid? 

An  answer  to  the  first  question  was  given 
on  the  ist  April,  and,  in  reply  to  the 
second  question,  the  Acting  Deputy  fost- 
master-General,  Bkisbane,  has  {furnished 
the  following  infwmation : — 

Payment  for  work  at  railway  stations  under 
lump  sum  agreement  made  yesterday  to  the 
end  of  March,  1908.  Payments  are  made 
monthly,  supplcmentarv  amoimts  for  new  offices 
opened,  Sec,  are  payable  quarterly.  Last  pay- 
ment to  the  end  of  December  was  made  on  lath 
February ;  the  voucher  for  March  quarter  has 
not  yet  been  received;  half  revenue  for  tele- 
graph, work  is  payable  quarterly,  and  was 
paid  up  to  the  end  of  December  on  31st  March, 
19^;  the  voucher  for  March  quarter  has  not 
yet  been  received.  Allowance  in  lieu  of  com- 
mission on  sale  of  stamps  (/700  per  annum)  i» 
paid  half-yearly,  and  was  paid  on  .^th  March 
settlement  to  the  end  of  last  December ;  .next 
payment  is  due  at  the  end  of  June.  No  pay- 
ments are  outstanding  for  services  rendered  by, 
or  commission  due  to,  railway  officials. 

PUBLIC    SERVICE:  . 
QUEENSLAND. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Akcher)  agreed  to — 
That  a  return  be  laid  upon  the  table  showing — 
I.  The  names  of  all  Commonwealth  officers 
who  have  been  promoted  in  Queensland  during 
the  past  two  years,  giving  their  past  and  present 
salaries. 

3.  The  names  of  all  officers  who  have  been 
transferred  during  that  time,  and  the  places 
to  which  they  have  been  transferred;  also  what 
salaries  they  were  and  are  now  receiving,  and 
.  their  length  of  servjcc  in  the  State  and  Com- 
monwealth  service. 

3.  How  many,  officers  there  are  in  Queensland 
who  have  been  and  are  still  in  receipt  of  £if>o 
_   tn  /}t$o  per  annum,  and  who  have  been  receiv- 
'  these  sums  for  ten  years  or  over^  and  the 
es  of  such  officers.. 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
BILL. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin,  for  Mr. 
Groom)  agreed  to — 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  an 
Act  relating  to  the  publication  of  parliamentaxy 
papers. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  a  first  time. 
PAPER. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  paper- 
Judiciary  Act  and  High  Court  Procedure  Act — 
Rules  of  Court — Practitioners  Admisuon  Rules 
— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  35. 

ADDITIONAL  ESTIMATES  (1907-8)- 
Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of 
messages  from  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vemcr-GeneisU,  trafHSmitting]  Additional 
Estimates  of  Expenditure,  and  Additional 
Estimates  of  Expenditure  for  Additions, 
New  Works,  Buildings,  &c.,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1908,  and  reccMnmend- 
ing  appropriatiwis  accordingly. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  Supply. 

ESTIMATES. 
In  Committee  of  Supply  (Consideration 
resumed    from    2nd    April,    vide  page 
10126) : 

Department  of  Postmaster-Genhrai^ 
Divisicxi  189  {Central  Staff),  ^£10,373. 
Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [11.4]-— 
I  think  that  we  are  all  agreed  that  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  embrac- 
ing as  it  does  telephtxies  and  telegra{diSy 
is  oxidiicted  to  the  diss^tisfacticm  of  the 
people  of  Australia,  including  the  members 
of  the  Ministry.  Every  one  appears  to  be 
more  or  less  dissatisfied  with  the  manages 
ment  of  this  most  important  Department. 
I  believe  that  we  are  also  more  or  less 
agreed  that  the  mismanagement  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  conducted  from  a  politi- 
cal and  not  from  a  business  point  of  view. 
For  a  very  great  many  years  I  have  held 
the  view  that  all  Government  Departments 
dealing  with  commerce  ought  to  be  managed 
as  nearly  as  possible  on  the  lines  of  private 
enterprise.  For  a  long  period  the  railways  of 
Victoria  were  imder  the  management  of  a 
Minister,  and  we  bad  great  mismanagement. 
The  annual  deficit  on  their  working  amoun- 
ted to  a  most  seriots  sum,  und  the  railways 
are  still  in  arrears  to  the  otent  of,  I  think, 
;^7,ooo,ooo.  At  last  the  oommimity  re- 
solved to  do  away  with  the  political  man- 
agement of  the  railways,  and  so  they  were 
placed  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of 
Ccxnmtssioners.       Fortunately,  Victoria 
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secured  in  its  Chief  Commissioner  a  very 
able  man,  and  the  railways  are  now  con- 
ducted as  nearly  as  we  can  ever  expect  them 
to  be  on  business  lines.  A  Government  en- 
terprise is  being  conducted  by  Commis- 
sioners on  fair  business  lines. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Does  not  the  hcm- 
orable  member  think  that  Government  en- 
terprise is  mudi  better  than  private  enter- 
prise in  regard  to  the  making  of  engines 
in  Victoria? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— No,  I  think  that 
it  is  very  much  wwse. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — That  is  not  what  the 
Commission  showed,  anywav'. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  was  a  member 
of  the  Commission,  and  can  tell  the  honor- 
able member  that  twenty-five  engines  were 
withdrawn  from  the  service  the  other  day. 
When  we  get  the  ordinary  *'  public  service 
stroke  "  trained  c^Scial  we  shall  have  the 
ordinary  Government  bungle. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  the  Post  Office  should 
be  put  under  private  oMitrol? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— No,  I  do  not  go  so 
far  as  that ;  but  I  think  we  ought  to  try  to 
get  as  nearly  as  possiUe  to  the  methods  of 
private  enterprise. 

Mr.  Webster. — They  have  had  a  trial 
of  jwivate  enterprise  in  the  United  King- 
dom. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  believe  that 
everybody  agrees  with  the  view  I  have  ex- 
pressed. I  know  that  the  PMtmaster- 
General  does,  because  in  the  Age  of  the 
loth  March,  he  is  reported  to  have  made 
this  statement — 

If  I  were  in  the  position  of  a  private  business 
firm  I  would  be  able  to  double  the  telephone 
fK»ines»  done  by  this  Department  in  a  very 
short  time.  What  I  me^n  is  that  if  I  could 
map  out  the  places  where  for  purely  business 
remtOD*  t  would  establish  new  cxounges  I 
wonld  be  able  to  enormously  increase  our  re- 
Tcnne.  I  am  convinced  that  these  new  exchanges 
wonld  pay  handsomely. 

So  that  the  honorable  gentleman  is  ob- 
▼icHisly  carrying  on  the  Department  subject 
to  political  exigencies. 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  to  stop  Jiim  from 
doing  otherwise  now,  if  he  so  wishes? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— If  the  honorable 
member,  strong'  man  as  he  is,  occupied  the 
position,  and  we  all  went  to  his  offico  and 
Kadgered  him,  for  political  purposes,  does 
he  mean  to  say  that  he  could  withstand 
such  attacks? 

Mr.  Pace. — I  cannot  plead  guilty  to  the 
soft  impeachment,  because  I  have  never 
applied  political  pressure  to  any  Depart- 
ment. 


Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.- That  is  not  a  bit 
of  good,  because  we  are  all  the  same  in 
that  regard.  Alt  I  want  to  point  out  ta 
the  Committee  is  that  the  Minister  has  ad- 
mitted that  he  cannot  get  awav  from  poli- 
tical pressure;  that  it  is  not  possible. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  Not  the  slightest  in- 
ference of  that  character  can  b^  drawn 
from  that  remark. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN'.— Perhaps  the  Min- 
ister was  not  correctly  reported ;  but.  ac- 
cording to  the  report,'  what  he  said  is  as 
plain  as  daylight,  and  he  reptiated  the 
statement — 

If  I  were  in  the  position  of  a  private  business 
firm  I  would  be  able  to  double  the  telephime 
business  done  by  this  Department  in  a  very 
short  lime, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— It  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained what  he  did  mean.  1  did  not 
understand  the  statement  at  the  time. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— The  Minister  went 
on  to  say — ■ 

If  I  could  map  out  the  places  where  for 
purely  business  reasons  I  would  establish  new 
exchanges  I  would  be  able  to  enormousiy  in. 
crease  our  revenue. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Why  does  he  not  do  it? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  he  cannot  do  it, 
he  ought  to  ccxne  here  and  ask  for  the 
necessary  power. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  what?  I  propose 
to  do. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— The  Minister  must 
differ  fr«n  ordinary  human  beings  if  he 
is  able  to  resist  political  pressure. 

Mr.  Page. — Would  the  honorable  mem- 
ber permit  one  of  his  managers  to  spend 
thousands  of  pounds  on  one  of  his  stations 
without  asking  his  consent? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— No;  my  stations 
are  conducted  on  the  ordinary  business 
lines  of  private  enterprise,  and  I  should 
expect  my  managers  before  incurring  ex- 
penditure to  first  ask  my  authority  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  Page. — ^That  is  what  we  wish  the 
Postmaster-General  to  do,  and  if  he  does 
it  he  will  get  the  money  he  requires. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— It  is  only  natural 
that)  honorable  members  should  wish  to 
oblige  their  constituents.  I  know  1  do, 
because  I  wish  to  see  them  get  what  is 
their  due. 

Mr.  Webster.— Not  to  the  extent  of 
doing  any  wrong? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— No;  I  do  not  for 
a  mcMnent  believe  that  ^^VTvi^U^^f  the 
Committee  woultf  WUtf  thJtf apt 
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to  give  our  ctMistituents  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt.  If  the  Postmaster-General  were 
faced  with  the  fact  that  as  a  business  man 
in  managing  his  Department  he  would  have 
to  sink  or  swim,  according  to  -the  success 
of  his  enterprise,  he  would  have  a  very 
considerable  inducement  to  do  what  would 
be  likely  to  make  it  succeed.  He  would 
follow  the  course  he  suggests  in  the  quota- 
tion I  have  made  from  the  Age,  and  would 
establish  these  telephone  exchanges  where 
they  are  required  and  would  pay»  and  not 
where  they  would  benefit  only  a  handful  of 
people. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  be  guilty  of  4iat  kind  of 
thing  ? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.  —  I  mean  to  say 
that  the  huiorable  gentleman  at  Uie  present 
time  feels  political  pressure,  and  he  has 
said  so  plainly  and  like  a  man. 

Mr.  Webster. — Where? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.  —  I  have  said  that 
his  statement  is  reported  in  the  Age  of  the 
loth  March,  1908. 

Mr.  Storber.  —  Would  the  honorable 
member  deprive  people  of  the  advantage  of 
telephones  in  districts  where  they  do  not 
pay? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  admit  that  if  I 
were  axiducting  t^ie  Department  as  a  pri- 
vate enterprise  I  certainly  would,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  should  be  run  entirely  on  the 
lines  wWdi  would  be  adopted  if  it  were  a 
private  ento'prise.  I  do,  howevo",  say  that 
we  should  follow  those  lines  as  closely  as 
possible^  and  should,  as  far  as  p(»sible, 
eliminate  the  influence  of  political  pres- 
sure. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Does  the  homwable 
member  beliere  that  social  gossip  should  be 
allowed  on  public  telephones? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— That  is  too  deep  a 
question  for  me.  I  hope  that  before  long  we 
shall  see  the  management  of  this  Depart- 
ment in  the  hands  of  swne  kind  of  per- 
manent head.  As  a  business  man  who  has 
been  fairly  successful,  I  make  the  sugges- 
titMi  that  it  should  put  under  the  manage- 
niHit  of  Ccwnmissioners.  We  should  have  a 
Commissioner  in  charge  in  each  of  the 
States,  who  might  bd  the  head  of  the  De- 
partment in  his  State.  Then  I  think  that  the 
Commissioners  should  be  required  to  meet 
once  a  vear  at  some  centre,  which  need  not 
always  be  the  same,  to  discuss  thoroughly 
the  work  of  the  Department.    Their  meet- 

g  should  be  held  before  the  Estimates  are 

imed,  and  each  Commissicmer  '  should 


submit  the  estimates  of  expenditure  re- 
quired in  his  State. 

Mr.  Mauger.— One  would  require  to  be 
in  charge  of  the  Departmmt  for  some 
little  time  before  he  could  carry  out  a  re- 
form of  that  sort. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN. — I  quite  sympathize 
with  the  Postmaster-General.  The  homw- 
able gentleman  fs  only  human,  and  I  have 
to  admit  that  he  has  done  very  good  work 
indeed  since  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
Department.  No  one  could  have  worked 
harder  or  better,  and  I  certainly  have  no 
wish  to  attack  him  in  any  way.  My  con- 
tention is  that  it  is  impcssible  to  satisfac- 
torily and  successfully' carry  on  the  work 
of  this  Department  when  the  respcxisible 
head  of  it  is  continually  changing.  That 
is  a  defect  in  the  system  which  I  think  we 
should  try  to  remedy.  My  suggestion  as  a 
business  man  is  that  we  should  appoint  a 
Commissioner  for  each  State,  that  once  a 
year,  before  the  framing  of  the  Estimates, 
the  Commissioners  should  be  brought  to- 
gether, and  that  each  should  be  asked  to 
submit  his  estimate  of  expenditure  required 
in  his  State.  The  Minister  would  then  go 
through  the  estimates  recommended,  and 
afterwards  submit  them  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Page.- — ^That  is  practically  what  is 
done  now. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— What  is  done  now 
is  somewhat  different.  According  to  the 
scheme  I  propose,  each  State  Ccxnmissioner 
would  be  a  responsible  man. 

Mr.  Page. — So  is  each  Deputy  Post- 
master-General. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  do  not  think  so. 
Under  the  present  system  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Deputy  Postmasters- General  h&ve 
not  sufficient  respimsibility,  and  have  to 
refer  nearly  everyttung  to  head-quatters. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^They  are  invested  with 
verv  extensive  powers. 

i'lr.  FAIRBAIRN.— Then  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  willing  to  exerdse  them.  I 
believe  that  with  a  Commissioner  in  charge 
in  each  State,  and  a  meeting  of  the  whole 
of  the  Commissioners  at  least  once  a  year 
to  discuss  the  whole  position,  we  should 
secure  better  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Department,  Under  existing  ctmdi- 
tions  every  one  is  dissatisfied ;  the  Minis- 
ter admits  political  pressure,  and  the  De- 
partment is.  in  a  state  of  disMganization. 
One  can  hardly  go  near  a  telephcHie  without 
becoming  nervous. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  honmable  tnanba 
will  admit  Uiat  even  thOrfeRbrtas*  have 
improved  recently^'  ^ 
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Mr.  FAIRBAIRX.— Yes,  I  think  that 
they  are  decidedly  better  than  they  used  to 
be»  and  the  Minister  certainly  deserves 
praise  for  his  energy.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
that  the  public  dissatisfaction  in  connexion 
with  the  telephone  service  is  entirely  chie 
to  the  fault  of  the  telei^one  operators.  I 
never  think  of  accusing  a  large  body  of 
people  of  being  less  worthy  than  any  other 
large  class,  though  perhaps"  I  sometimes  use 
unf^rliaznentary  language  at  the  telephone. 
It  is  the  system  that  is  really  to  blame, 
and  the  fault,  in  my  opinion,  is  due  to  the 
frequent  changes  in  the  responsible  head 
of  the  Department.  I  have  not  been  a 
member  of  the  Federal  Parliament  for 
\'ery  many  months,  and  yet,  since  1  was 
elected,  there  baie  been  two  Postmasters- 
General.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  is 
really  a  commercial  department,  making  a 
certain  charge  for  the  delivery  <rf  letters 
and  telegrams.  This  work  is'  done  in  a 
business  way  in  the  United  States,  and  I 
think  better  than  it  is  done  here.  I  should 
be  prepared  to  assist  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral and  the  Government  in  their  endea\'(H]r 
to  put  this  Department  cm  a  proper  busi- 
ness footing,  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  until 
that  is  done  it  will  never  give  satisfaction 
to  the  publia 

Mr.  M  AUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
master-General) [ii.zo]. — I  wish  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  thanking  hon- 
orable members  for  the  imiform  kindness 
and  patience  that  they  have  exhibited  in 
regard  to  this  very  difficult  Department 
during  the  few  months  that  I  have  bad  the 
hcmour  of  presiding  over  it. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — We  have  dcwie  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  We  have  been  attack- 
ing the  bcmorable  manber  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  the 
interjection,  but  I  do  not  think  it  expresses 
the  sentiment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  patience  of  some 
is  nearly  exhausted? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  can  only  say  that 
the  patience  being  «thibited  here  is  that 
whidi  has  been  exhibited  in  the  British 
House  of  C(Himuxis,  and  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  America  for  many 
years.  The  following  very  remarkable 
speech  was  made  upon  the  great  cen- 
tral Post  Office  of  Great  Britain  by  Mr.  R. 
W.  Hanbury,  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  : — 

You  bave  got  'to  tmtt  the  heads  of  the  De- 
partments, or  get  new  heads.   ■   .  • 


Mr.  Henry  Wilus.— Get  new  heads. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— r  trust  the  Committee 
will  give  me  fair  play.  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  while  there  may  be  diffi- 
culties and  grievances,  they  are  recognised, 
and  that  every  efTort  is  being  made  to  over- 
come them;  that  many  of  the  grievances 
in  regard  to  the  officers  have  been  reme- 
died, and  more  will  be  remedied  in  the 
immediate  future;  and  that  the  public  have 
services  at  charges  which  will  compare 
more  than  favorably  with  similar  charges 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  America 
not  excluded.  Mr.  Hanbury  continued— 
and  I  know  no  Department  where  the  work  is 
more  technical  and  more  complicated  than  the 
lost  Office.  The  Treasury  work  is  supposed  to 
be  hard  to  learn  (bv  ifie  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  worfciag  for  promotion  to  the 
Ministry),  but  the  technicalities  of  the  Post 
Office  IS  about  the  most  difficult  job  I  ever  had, 
and  I  do  not  think  a  Select  Committee  would 
be  really  able  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this 
matter. 

I  might  go  on  quoting  the  reasons  ad- ■ 
vanced  not  only  by  that  gentleman,  but 
by  the  occupants  of  the  .position  of  Post- 
master-General in  the  British  Government 
during  the  last  four  years,  showing  why  a 
i>eiect  Committee  could  not  be  accepted' by 
the  Government,  and  would  not  be  satis- 
factory to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
I  could  also  show  from  the  latest  reports 
that— although  the  great  American  Postal 
pepaxtment,  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fawkner  referred,  has  been  estab- 
lished for  OTier  a  hundred  vears— exactly 
the  same  charges  are  being  liiade,  and  the 
same  difficulties,  both  financial  and  mana- 
gertal,  are  presenting  themselves.  This  is 
the  report  which  has  come  to  hand  bv  the 
last  mail : — 

The  particular  and  striking  needs  in  this 
immense  business  institution  of  the  Government 
are  up-to-date  business  methods,  a  revised  svs- 
em  of  bbokkecping  permitting  the  taking  of  a 
trial  balance. 

The  honorable  member  for  North  Svdnev 
has  just  submitted  a  motion,  after  consult- 
ing with  myself,  bv  which  we  shall  en- 
deavour during  the  coming  twelve  montlis 
to  collect  as  much  data  as  will  enable 
to  present  a  balance,  and  show  the  profit 
and  loss  in  connexion  with  each  branch  of 
the  Department. 

Mr.   Hedges.— We  hare  all    been  at 
that  for  some  time. 

m.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber could  riot  have  been  at  it,  because  he 
has  not  been  here  very  long. 

Mr.  Hedges.— The  boiKM-able,  member 
will  find  It  m  /fep&wi^CjOOgle 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— I  hope  by  the  means 
which  we  are  at  present  adopting  to  be 
>able  when  the  Estimates,  twelve  nxMitfas 
hence,  are  presented  to  give  an  approximate 
balance,  showing  the  profit  and  loss  in  oon- 
nexion  with  eaoi  of  the  branches  of  the 
Department.  Honorable  members  will 
see  at  once  that  it  can  onl  y  be 
an  approximate  estimate,  when  I  say 
that  in  many  of  the  c^ces,  not 
excluding  the  general  post  offioes,  there 
are  men  who  are  for  a  few  minutes 
at  the  telephones,  a  few  minutes  at  the 
telegraph  branch,  and  a  few  minutes  sell- 
ing postage  stamps.  Their  services  are 
divided  amongst  the  various  branches. 
The  cost  of  such  services  can  only 
be  calculated  .  appr<»Eimately,  but  at 
any  rate  every  effort  will  be  put 
forth  to  present  a  st^Uement  that  will  show 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  positi<Hi  of  each 
of  the  branches  of  the  Department  under 
the  control  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  will  be  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  divide  up  the  duties,  especially  where 
<Hie  man  does  all  the  business  of  an  office 
himself. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  will  be  difficult  in- 
deed. I  had  a  Iwig  conversation  with  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney,  who 
fw  business  knowledge  is  not  to  be  excelled. 
He  admitted  frankly  that  the  difficulties 
presented  from  a  practical  point  of  view 
were  great,  and  that  the  statement  would 
have  to  be  only  approximate,  but  he 
thought  that  if  we  could  begin  on  the  lines 
si^gested  and  agreed  upon,  it  mi^t  lead 
to  the  achievement  of  a  result  that  every 
business  man  in  this  House  desires. 
With  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  htm- 
orable  member  for  Fawkner,  that  I  knew 
a  large  number  of  centres  where  suc- 
cessful and  paying  telephone  exchanges 
might  be  established,  I  say  that  so  long  as 
we  attempt  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
Post  Office  by  trying  to  take  all  capital  ex- 
penditure out  of  the  year's  revenue,  and  to 
do  all  the  work  that  is  necessary  in  the  Mie 
year,  charging  it  to  the  receipts  of  that  year, 
it  will  be  quite  impossible  fOT  me  to  carry 
out  my  ideas.  No  business  firm  tied  up 
in  that  way  could  possibly  expand. 

Mr.  Sampson. — And  the  country  districts 
are  suffering  accordingly. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  that  the  country  districts  are  being 
granted  greater  and  greater  facilities,  and 
that  those  facilities  are  being  availed  of 
in  a  most  striking  way. 


Mr.  Chanter. — Nothing  in  oomparistm 
with  what  is  being  done  in  the  towns  and 
suburbs. 

Mr.    MAUGER.  —  The    towns    and  ' 
suburbs  provide  the  greater  part  of  the 
revenue  from  which  the  expraditure  in  ttw 
country  is  defrayed. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  towns  and  suburbs 
get  their  life  from  the  country. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  cannot  enter  into  an 
academical  discussion  as  to  the  relationship 
of  town  and  country.  I  recognise  that  what 
the  honorable  member  says  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect, but  I  have  to  deal  with  the  matter 
from  a  practical  business  point  of  view.  I 
must  recognise  that  my  great  business 
centre  and  source  of  revenue  is  in  the  cities 
and  the  larger  towns,  while  that  revenue, 
or  a  very  large  prc^xxtim  of  it,  is  ex- 
pended in  affording  additional  facilities  to 
the  country  districts. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — For  the  most  part, 
the  country  districts  pay  their  way,  do  they 
not? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No,  not  by  a  long 
way.  I  shall  show  that  we  are  losing  an 
additional  ;^io,ooo  this  year  on  country 
mail  services  alone,  over  and  above  what  we 
have  Icet  on  previous  years. 

Sir  John  Forrest, — I  thought  the  hai- 
orable  member  was  talking  about  tele- 
ph(xies  and  telegraphs. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  same  applies  in  a 
less  degree  to  telephones. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^The  honwable  member 
exacts  the  lo  per  cent,  guarantee. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — That'  guarantee  sys- 
tem was  not  establi^ed  by  me,  and  is,  I 
think,  open  to  review  and  reconsideration. 
I  quite  realize  that  there  might  be  a  re- 
laxation in  that  regard,  and  I  will  do  my 
best  to  bring  it  about.  I  was  about  to  say 
that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  take  the  ordi- 
nary capital  expenditure — ^a  huge  sum  such 
as  is  necessary — and  spend  it  in  the  one 
year  out  of  revenue,  and  do  anything  like 
the  progressive  and  reproductive  work  that 
should  be  done  in  a  new  and  ^panding 
country  like  iHe  Comm<»iwealth. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member 
will  have  to  construct  works  out  of  loan 
money,  as  the  Railway  Commissioners  do. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No.  T  do  not  pro- 
pose to  detain  the  Committee  by  indicating 
schemes  that  might  be  adopted  nor  those 
which  I  will  submit  at  a  later  stage.  I  refer 
to  this  phase  of  ihe  questitxi  in  order  to 
show,  in  ithe  first  place,  that  I  have  givm  the 
matter  earnest  ccMisideraticn^  and  secondly, 
to  pwnt  out  the  sme^^^^^^ 
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whic^h  we  are  confronted  In  connexion  with 
the  Department.  It  was  that  which  I 
had  in  mind  when  I  spoke  on  the  occasion 
to  whidi  my  honorable  friend  the  member 
for  Fawkner  has  lefmed.  I  had  in  mind 
the  fact  that  there  are  in  States  like 
Queensland  a  number  of  centres  where  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  could,  and 
would  now,  if  the  capital  vtere  at  his  dis- 
posal, establish  exchanges;  where  he  could 
and  would  establish  exchanges,  in  country 
districts,  on  lines  that  would  give  farmers 
telephones  at  a  cost  of  lojd.  per  week,  three 
or  four  men  dividing  the  cost  of  the  service. 
But  under  present  conditions. we  are  unable 
to  do  this.  The  Treasurer  has  made 
great  advances  cmt  of  the  Treasurer's  ad- 
vance account  to  enable  me  to  do  much  of 
this  kind  of  work,  but  the  resources  at  our 
disposal  are  entirely  inadequate  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Department  for  in- 
creased facilities. 

^!r.  J.  H.  Catts. — And  yet  we  are  re- 
turning surplus  revenue  to  the  States. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Quite  so;  but  my 
honwable  friend  will  admit  that  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  is  not  respon- 
sible for  that  arrangement.  Let  me  give 
as  briefiy  as  possible  some  interesting  and 
telling  facts  in  oxinexion  with  this  great 
Department — facts  which,  I  venture  to 
think,  are  not  within  the  knowledge  of 
many  honorable  members,  and  of  which 
the  public  outside  certainly  know  nothing. 

Mr.  Frazu. — I  think  that  we  ought  to 
have  a  quwum  to  hear  these  interesting 
facts.    [Quorum  formed.'] 

Mr.  MAUGER.— For  the -first' financ.al 
year  after  the  establishment  of  Federatimi 
— the  year  ended  30th  June,  1902 — the 
total  revenue  of  the  Department  was 
^2,372,861,  while  for  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1 907 ,  the  revenue  amounted  to 
^£3. 130,034,  an  increase  in  five  years  of 
j£757»'73*  I"  other  words,  there  was  an 
average  increase  of  over  ;if^i5o,ooo  per 
annum,  notwithstanding  that  during  the 
five  years  reductions  in  charges  inv^ving 
a  loss  at  revenue  of  over  ;£ioo,ooo  per 
annum  were  made  by  way  of  concessions 
to  the  public  of  the  Commonwealth.  For 
the  financial  year  ended  30th  June,  1902, 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment was  ^^2,430,645,  while  the  expendi- 
ture on  new  works  and  buildings  which, 
under  State  control,  was  usually  charged 
to  loan  funds,  but  which,  under  the  Com- 
monwealth, is  provided  out  of  revenue, 
amounted  to  /',st,t49,  making  a  total  ex- 
penditure — including  payment   of  arrears 


frcMn  previous  years— of  ^£2, 467, 794  for 
the  year,  or  ;^94,933  in  excess  of 
the  revenue  receipts.  For  the  finan- 
cial year  ended  30th  June,  1907, 
however,  the  ordinary  «praditure  of 
the  Department  was  ;£2, 689,990,  while 
the  expenditure  for  new  works  and  build- 
ings which,  as  I  have  stated,  was  provided 
fen-  under  the  States'  rSgime  out  of  loan 
funds,  amounted  to  ^£275,783,  making  a 
total  expoiditure  for  the  year  of 
;£2,965,773,  or  ^164,261  less  than  the 
receipts.  In  other  words,  for  the  financial 
year  ended  30th  June,  1902,  the  total  ex- 
penditure of  the  Department  exceeded  the 
revenue  for  the  year  by  ;^94.933,  whereas 
for  the  financial  year  ended  30th  June, 
1907,  the  revenue  collected  exceeded  the 
total  expenditure  of  the  Department  by 
no  less  than  ^£164,261  

Mr.  Hedges. — Does  that  allow  for  in- 
terest on  buildings  and  telegraph  lines? 

Mr:  MAUGER.— The  revenue  collected 
last  year  exceeded  the  total  expenditure  of 
the  Department  by  ^£164,261 — an  amount 
which  it  is  thought  would  be  sufficient  to 
provide  practically  3  per  cent  interest  on 
the  value  of  the  transferred  properties  of 
the  Department.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in 
a  period  of  five  years  the  Department  has 
bettered  its  financial  positicm  to  the  extent 
of  j^259,i94  per  annum,  notwithstanding 
a  loss  of  revenue,  amounting  to  over 
j£ioo,ooo  per  annum,  involved  in  grant- 
ing to  the  publk:  many  reductions  on  the 
charges  made  when  the  Department  was 
under  State  ccMitrol  for  postal  and  tele- 
graph services.  That  is  the  position  to- 
day, notwithstanding  also  that  the  expen- 
diture for  new  works  and  buildings, 
amounting  for  the  five  years  to  no  less  than 
^^877, 695,  has  been  defrayed  out  of  re- 
venue, and  that  an  immense  amcunt  of 
additional  expenditure  has  been  entailed 
upon  the  Department  in  oxinexion  with 
Ocean  and  Inter-State  postal  services,  the 
Pacific  cable  guarantee,  the  granting  of  ad- 
ditional postal,  telegraphic,  and  telephcmic 
facilities  to  the  public,  the  consequent 
growth  of  expenditure  to  provide  for  those 
additional  services  and  the  stalT  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  Department,  and  the  payment 
of  a  higher  remuneration  to  a  large  bodv 
of  frfficials.  The  minimum  wage  provisions 
of  the  Act  alone  have  involved  in  respect 
of  this  Department,  an  additional  ex- 
penditure in  five  years,  of  over  ;£i90,ooo. 
That  was  a  just  provision  to  make,  and  it 
had  to  ba  met.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
Departmait   has   madc^^te^^i  orogress 
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ironi  the  p<Mnt  of  view  of  revenue;  and 
that  although  it  is  providing  for  new  works 
and  i>uildings  out  of  revenue,  it  is  earning 
sufficient  at  "the  present  time  to  pay  prac- 
tically 3  per  cent,  on  the  transferred  pro- 
perties, valuing  those  properties  at 
;£6,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  has  done  this  at  tlie 
expense  of  efficierin-  and  public  con- 
venience. 

Mr.  KTAUGER.— I  claim,  and  shall 
prove,  that  the  Department  is  just  as  eifi- 
ciently  conducted  to-day  as  ever  it  was, 
and  that  public  facilities  have  been  in- 
creased. I  shall  show  tha't  when  classi- 
fication was  made  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner reported  that  there  wefe  io8 
excess  c&aers  in  the  service,  and  that  all 
the  Depaitments  had  been  so  arranged 
that  they  were  manned  up  to  the  str«>gth 
necessary. 

Mr.  Hedges.  —  What  does  the  public 
say? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  must  deal  with  one 
subject  at  a  time.  The  public  have  so  availed 
themselves  of  tbe  facilities  for  communica- 
tion aiforded  by  the  Department  that  the 
growth  of  .business  has  been  abnormal,  and 
extraordinary  steps  have  been  necessary  to 
cope  with  it.  This  has  necessitated  the 
employment  of  a  large  numb»  of  tanpwary 
hands,  whom  we  are  now  malung  provisi<m 
to  replace  by  permanent  hands,  so  that 
sweating  may  cease,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Service  Act  may  be  observed. 

Mr.  Webstes. — Why  does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  the  increase  of  bu«ness 
has  been  abnormal?  Has  it  not  been 
natural  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  shall  not  stop  to  de- 
fine terms.  The  increase  of  late  has  been 
abnormal  in  OHnparison  with  that  of  former 
years. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  word  is  a  good  one 
to  shelter  behind. 

Mr.  Foster. — At  all  events,  the  efforts 
to  cope  with  the  abnormal  business  might 
also  have  been  abnormal. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Extraordinary  efforts 
have  been  made  to  cope  with  it,  as  I  shall 
show.  This  Parliament  has  imposed  a  uni- 
form charge  for  metropolitan  and  country 
centre  telegrams  which  was  a  reduction  of 
3d.  (XI  the  old  Victorian  charge,  has  im- 
posed a  unifwm  charge  of  pd.  for  tele- 
grams within  a  State,  whereas,  in  five 
States,  the  charge  was  is.,  and  has  made 
other  concessiiMis.  The  ccmcession  in  fees 
for  private  bags  and  boxes  involved  an 
immediate  loss  of  jQ2,$oo  per  annum;  the 
reduction  in  charges  on  Inter-State  money 


orders  frcwn  is.  to  6d.  per  j£s,  involi-ed 
an  immediate  loss  of  ;^4,ooo  per  annum ; 
the  reduction  in  the  postage  of  letters  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  an  immediate  loss  of 
jC9tOoo  per  annum;  the  abolition  of  the 
Inter-State  poundage  on  postal  notes,  an 
immediate  loss  of  ;^^5oo  per  annum ;  the 
adoption  of  uniform  terminal  and  transit 
charges  on  cable  business,  an  immediate 
loss  of  ;£i3,ooo  per  annum;  the  abolition 
of  charges  for  the  use  of  certain  telephone 
trunk  lines,  an  immediate  loss  of  ;£5,ooo 
per  annum ;  the  abolition  of  cable  charges 
on  teleijrams  to  and  from  Tasmania  and 
the  mainland,  entailing  upon  the  Depart- 
ment a  pavment  of  ;^5.6oo  per  atmum ; 
and  the  reduction  of  charges  for  the  use  of 
telephcMie  trunk  lines  and  slot  telephones, 
an  immediate  loss  of  ^2,000  per  annum. 
A  further  concession  was  given  to  the  public 
under  the  toll  system,  whereby  business 
men  in  Melbourne,  Sydney,  Brisbane,  and 
Adelaide,  can  obtain  an  exclusive  service 
of  1,000  calls  per  half-year  fw  jQs  per 
annum. 

Mr.  Webster. — What  was  the  loss  on 
that? 

.Mr.  MAUGER. — Although  there  was  an 
immediate  loss,  there  has  siiK!e  been  a  large 
increase  in  the  receipts.  The  result  has 
proved  the  wisdom  of  every  one  of  the  con- 
cessions which  I  hai-e  menticmed  to  be 
wise. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  would  have  been  still 
better  to  follow  the  rational  practice  of 
other  countries,  and  apply  the  toll  system 
universally. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  had  printed, 
for  the  convenience  of  honorable  members, 
a  statement  of  the  concessions  granted  to 
the  public,  and  the  benefits  gi\'en  to  the 
crfficers  of  the  Department  since  Federa- 
tion, and  while  there  are  still  many  serious 
grievances  to  be  remedied,  while  much 
overtime  has  been  worked,  and  leave  not 
granted,  a  study  of  this  document  will 
show  that  our  public  servants  are  better  off 
than  they  were  under  State  control,  and 
that  the  conditions  of  the  public  service 
are  better  than  exist  under  the  regime  of 
any  of  the  States.  The  reduction  of  the 
charge  for  the  use  of  public'  telephtmes 
from  3d.  to  id.  per  call  was  followed  by 
a  great  increase  of  business.  In  New 
South  Wales  the  calls  increased  from 
330,000  per  annum  to  1,245,000  per 
anfium,  which  gave  an  increase  in  Te\'enwe 
of  over  ;^i,ooo.  That  abnormal  increase 
in  business  could  not  be  anticipated.  There 
has  been  a  similar, Jiaefpgys^©tJ»g{lemtnd 
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for  private  telephones.     I  have  not  time 
to  read  to  honorable  members  the  mass  of 
detail  which  I  have  collected  to  show  how 
greatly  the  business  of  the  Department  has 
expanded ;  but  by  way  of  additional  illus- 
tration, let  me  say  that  in  1900  the  num- 
ber of  telegrams  transmitted   in  Victoria 
was   1,818,000,  and  in  1907  2,491,000, 
while  the  revenue  increased  from  ;t^io3,ooo 
to  jQi^itOoo,  notwithstanding  the  reduc- 
tion in  charges.    The  number  of  private 
bags  and  hoates  in  use  has  increased  from 
996  to  2,370  during  the  same  period.  The 
number  of  letters,  postcards,  &c.,  passing 
through  the  post-office  for  the  year  1906 
was  530,821,316,  our  ccnrespondence  per 
capita  being  now  equal  to  that  of  Great 
Britain,    and    exceeding    that    of  Ger- 
many,   France,    Holland,  Belgium,  and 
even   of   America.     As    for   the  circu- 
lation of  newspapers,  the  Commcmwealth 
rate   is    25.20   per  cent.,  while  that  of 
Germany  is  23,  that  of  France  36,  and 
that  of    Holland  41.     In  1902-3  the 
reY'enue    for    the    Commonw^th  was 
j£2,404,73o,  an  increase  of  x.34  per  cent, 
on  that  of  the  previous  year;  and  next 
year  ^owed  an  vicrebse  of  ;^io5,473i 
while  for  the  year  1906-7  there  is  an  in> 
crease  of  ^304,726,  or  10.79  per  cent. 
The  expenditure  has  not  increased  in  the 
same  ratio.    In  1902-3  it  was  ^^101,0^2 
larger  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  while 
for  1906-7  the  increase  on  the  year  before 
was  ;^i8i,ro9,  or  6.50  per  cent.  There- 
fore, while  our  inoxne  increased  last  year 
by  10  per  cent.,  our  expenditure  increased 
by  only  6  per  cent.     In   the  Additional 
Estimates  which  will  be  brought  down  to- 
day, the  Treasurer  has  provided  a  large 
sum,  so  that  temporary  hands  may  be  re- 
placed  by   permanent   offik^rs.      As  the 
revenue  of  the  Department  is  earned  mainly 
by  the  personal  exertions  of  its  officers,  it  is 
reascMiable  to  maintain  that  any  substantial 
development  of  the  revenue  must  necessarily 
be  followed  by  a  proportionate  additicm  due 
to  the  permanent  staff.    This  has  not  taken 
place  during  the  last  four  years,  wEich 
accounts  largely  for  the  heavy  demands 
now  made  on  the  financial  year  1907-8. 
In  my  opinicm,   it  is  essaitial  that  the 
permanent  staifs  in  the    seVeHal  States 
shall  be  adequately  strengthened  to  bring 
their  working  hours  within  the  statutory 
limit,  to  do  away  as  much  as  possible  with 
the  employment  of  temporary  hands,  and 
to  allow  ^Scers  to  enjoy  the  contusions, 
.  leave,  and  other  privileges  to  which  they 
are  entitled  under  the  Public  Service  Act. 
I  recc^ise  that  there  has  been  ground  for 


complaint,  especially  on  the  part  of  tele- 
gra^ists  and  sorters ;  but  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  meet  the  difficulty  by  the 
employment  of  temporary  hands,  and  hope, 
with  the  aid  of  the  provision  now  made  by 
the  Treasurer,  to  appoint  a  sufficient  num-  , 
bei  of  additional  permanent  hands  to  get 
rill  of  the  congestion .  and  trouble.  But 
while  we  have  heard  a  great  many  com- 
plaints about  decentralization  and  the  con- 
gestion of  work  in  the  Departmoit,  I 
would  remind  homM-able  members  that  the 
bame  complunts  are  being  made  against 
the  administration  of  the  Imperial  Post 
Office.  I  ask  them  to  listen  to  this  re- 
markable speech  uttered  by  Mr.  Austin 
Chamberlain,  in  April,  1903,  when  Finan- 
cial Secretary  to  the  Treasurer  and  Re- 
presentative of  the  Postmaster-General — 

In  a  great  administTation  like  this,  there 
must  be  decentralization,  and  how  difficuh  it  is 
to  decentralize,  either  in  the  post-office  or  the 
army,  when  working  under  constant  examina- 
tion in  question  and  answer  in  this  House,  no 
honorable  member  who  has  not  had  experience 
of  official  life  can  easily  realize.  But  there 
must  be  decentralization,  because  every  little 
petty  matter  cannot  be  dealt  with  by  the  Post- 
master-General or  the  Permanent  Secretary  to 
tiie  Post  Office.  Their  attention  should  be  re- 
served ID  the  main  for  large  questions,  and  I 
think  it  is  deplorable — absolutely  deplorable — 
that  so  much  of  their  time  should  be  occupied, 
as  under  the  present  crcumstances  it  necessarily 
is  occupied,  with  matters  of  very  small  detail. 

Mr.    Hedges. — Why   not  decentralize 

the  administration? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Do  honorable  mem- 
bers not  recognise  that  the  very  actions  they 
take  themselves  prevent  decentralisation  ? 

Mr.  Hedges. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Every  question  asked, 
every  return  called  for,  every  inquiry  made 
about  a  lost  letter,  every  demand  for  extra 
postmen,  means  centralization  in  its  very 
worst  form. 

Mr.  Webster. — We  are  obliged  to  come 
here  because  we  cannot  get  the  informatitM 
that  we  want  in  the  States. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— But  powers  have  been 
delegated  to  the  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — ^They  refuse  to  use 
those  powers. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— They  refuse  to  recog- 
nise their  responsibilities,  or  they  offer  a 
sort  of  passive  resistance. 

Mr.  Webster. — Why  does  the  Minister 
not  make  the  Deputy  ' Postmasters-General 
use  those  powers  ? 

Mr.  Pace. — Why  dops.  the  MJnister  not 

sack  them?  DigltizedbyCiOOglC 
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Mr.    MAUGER. — Because   I   have   not   of  their  time  should  be  occupied,  u  under  the 
the  power  to  do  so.  present  circumstances  it  necessarily  is  occupied, 

Mr.  Webster.— Do  I  understand  that  o/.,v"y  "mall  det^^^^ 

the   Deputy    Postmasters-General    do   nc^  ^rL^^tZi^.  t^^^^ 
exercise  the  powers  that  have  been  dele-  member  will  accept"  an  answerirSm  ^rone 

gated  to  them?  hut  the  hiehest  authority.      I  think  a  third  of 

Mr.   MAUGER.— I  do  not  think  that  /  l"°r~[       W'^S          «  low  estimate— 

thev   have  exercised  to  the  full  all   the  cupied  Knsw^^nT  n..i.",-lJl*  P»«1i^«  ~- 

powers  that  have  teen  delegated  to  them.  b"e?s1f  Thif 'iTo^^f  ard^rS^L^ISl; 

air  John  Forrest. — ^They  are  afraid  "^formation  in  order  that  I  may  be  in  a  positioii 

to  do  so.  *o  answer  the  inouiries  addressed  to  me  con- 

Mr.  MAUGER.-And  I  am  afraid  that  w33 V S  '^"y^P'i^at^  busing, 

many  of  the  instructions  issued  to  the  ^^"hlitnpS^T^Jjd^rlt.^^ 

Deputy  Postmasters-General  are  not  always  cause  were  shown.  * 

properly  understood,  or   have  been  very  The  honorable  member  went  on  to  sav  that 

sadly  misinterpreted.    A  concrete  example  he  had  had  an  estimate  made  of  the\!me 

recently    came    under    my    notice.      My  taken  up  in  preparing  returns  and  answS 

attention  was  directed  to  the   fact  that  to  questions  for^^memLrs  oMhe  HoSTrf 

sweating  of  a  gross  character  was  bemg  Commons,  and  to  point  out  that  miS^  of 

carried    out    in    connexion    with    con-  the  overtime  might  have  been  avoideddur 

tracts    for   the   supply  of   clothing,  and  ing  the  last  twelve  m1«S         for  the 

so  forth,   o  the  Department  in  Tasmania,  preparation  of  what  he  considered  u^J^^ 

I  communicated  with  the  State  authorities,  sarv  information  «»««red  unneces- 

and  madef  personal  investigation,  which      Sir  Iohm  Foddvc-p     4  j   ■  -i 

.atisBed  me  that  the  .llegatiS»  were  based  ti<^  pSi  te^^^suT^/""''" 

Mr.  FiSHER.-What  State  authorities?  tenV  Of  rnurlf T  '^^^ 
Mr.  MAUGER.-I  communicated  with  within  ThTiV  ^S^^-^  "^1"^'^ 

members  of  Parliament  and  referred  to  the  Ind  ^n  mnv,-nL^  f    m  asking  ques- 

minutes  of  evidence  given  before  a  Royal  nTst'       rJ^JT  i^ 
Commission.     I   th^   issued   an  c^der,  S  of  tl^^^ffl  that  every  questum 
which,  I  think,  honorable  members  will  re^  Suld  be  Imu-?«H  L  ^•^'"'i.trat.on  that 
gard  as  reasonable  and  fair,  that  in  every  mTstersVnS^  1^^^^^  the  Deputy  Post- 
contract  there  was  to  be  a  clause  that  in  mSch   exfrf       t  ^^f^^^V^*"?"' 
those  States  where  there  are  Wages  Boards  workpH  S^ti^  2f 
and  Arbitration  Courts  the  findings  of  these   '  "J^^*^  «nP'0)  es. 

tribunals  must  be  acted  on  in  the  matter  'if'  ^^^'^P'l""'^/^^  obhged  to  come 
of  wages  p   Si  '^^'^^  office,  because  the  Deputy 

Mr.  Webster.— What  is  wanted  is  a  ^^^™ters- General  dare  not  report  against 
living  wage.  \  administration. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  will  be  provided  ,  ^^uller.— How  can  the  information 
for  in  the  future  if  the  clause  to  which  I  ^  obtained  from  the  Deputy  Postmasters- 
am  referring  is  inserted.    The  order  went  *J6"*^ral  ? 

on  to  say  that  in  States  where  there  are  ^*AUGER. — By  letter  ot  by  per- 

no  Wages  Boards  or  Arbitration  Courts.  interview. 

the  wages  are  to  be  based  on  those  in  the      Mr.   Fuller. — But  if  they  refuse  to 
nearest  State,  where  there  arc  such  tribu-  answer  questicms? 

nals;  that  is  to  say,  the  wages  in  Tas-  Mr.  MAUGER.-If  thev  refuse  to  an- 
mania  will  be  based  on  the  Victonan  deci-  swer  questions  on  matters  within  their  con- 
sions,  and  the  wages  in  Queensland  on  the  trol,  they  are  not  obeying  instructions.  I 
New  South  Wales  deasions.  This  was  have  done  mv  best,  following  in  the  foot- 
dealt  with  in  one  of  the  States  in  steps  of  my  predecessor,  to  promote  decen- 
a  way  that  would  have  caused  end-  tralizatioi. 
less  trouble  had  the  error  not  been  de-      \i  w 

tected  bv  the  central  office.    However,  let  .  "^l  .wkbster.— I  have  done  my  best 
me  proceed  with  the  speech  of  the  repre-  SJ?*^'?  information  through  the  Deputy 
sentative  of  the  British  Postmaster-Gene-  ^tmasters-General,  and  have  failed, 
ral—  FisHEH.  —  Has  the  Postmaster- 

Their  attention  should  be  reserved  in  the  General  found  any  contumacious  disregard 
main  for  large  questions,  and  I  think  it  is  de-  instructions  by  the  /^eDUtV^  l&lSt- 

'trable — absolntely  deplorable — that  so   much   masters-General  ?     Digitized  by  VJiOOy  ic 


1 

E$timata,  [$  April,  1908.]  BtUmaU$.  10145 


Mr.  MAUGER.— Certainly  not ;  I  should 
not  like  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  but  in 
many  instances,  I  have  felt  that  I  have 
not  had  that  cordial  co-operaticm  which  I 
had  a  right  to  expect,  although  I  fully 
i^cognise  the  difficulties  of  their  position. 

Mr.  Page. — Then  the  .Postmaster- 
General  is  at  fault  in  not  seeing  that  he 
has  proper  co-operation  and  loyalty. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  is  a  coopera- 
tion which  is  easy  to  define,  but  there  is 
also  a  want  of  it  that  is  very  difficult  to 
i^KTibe.  I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that 
a  better  spirit  has  been  evinced  of  late; 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  otend  %e 
principle  of  decentralization. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  de-'^ire  to  be  very  clear 
as  to  whether  there  has  been  on  the  part  of 
the  Deputy  Postmasters -General  any  dis- 
r^ard  of  the  instructions  from  the  head 
office? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Apparent  disregard? 
No ;  but  there  seems  to  have  been  at  times 
a  misinterpretation  and  misunderstanding  of 
orders  wh:ch  is  very  hard  to  explain. 

Mr.  FiSH£K. — Does  the  Postmaster- 
General  think  that  there  is  a  sullen  indif- 
ference to  instructims  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— A' sullen  indiiference  ? 

Mr.  Fisher. — Yes. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Certainly  not.  As  the 
Deputy  Postmasters- General  arrives  at  a 
better  understanding  of  what  the  central 
office  really  requires,  I  think  that  even  any 
semblance  of  passive  resistance  will  pass 
away. 

Mr.  FiSHEK. — If  therie  is  any  paslve  re- 
sistance, they  are  flouting  their  orders. 

Mr.  MAUGER— I  am  satisfied  that  any 
difficulties  might  have  been  considerably  re- 
duced had  there  been  fron  the  inception 
that  cordial  feeling  and  co-operation  that 
there  ought  to  be  on  the  part  of  the  heads 
and  senior  officers  in  all  the  Stafes. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  is  a  serious  charge  the 
Minister  is  making. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  am  making  1.0 
charge. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  whole  Department 
must  be  disorganized. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  not  so.  As  I 
said  before,  matters  are  improving,  and, 
as  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General,  and  the 
senior  officers  in  the  various  States,  fully 
appreciate  the  responsibilit:es  delegated  to 
them,  the  machinery  will  work  with  satis- 
faction to  both  the  service  and  the  public. 

Mr,  Page. — And  how  much  time  does  the 
Postmaster-General  think  will  be  required 
to  effect  this  improvement? 


Mr.  MAUGER.  —  I  thmk  matters  are 
improving  every  day. 

Mr.  Page. — After  seven  years  of  Fede- 
ration the  Postmaster-General  is  complain- 
ing ! 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  improvement  should 
be  carried  out  in  a  dav. 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  When  we  remember 
that,  at  the  inauguration  of  Federation, 
six  different  Departments  on  six  different 
systems — Departments  absolutely  unknown 
to  <Mie  another — had  to  be  brought  into  line, 
the  wonder  is  that,  not  that  there  has  been 
any  misunckrstariding,  but  that  we  have  an 
organization  as  complete  as  that  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Page. — Not  one  of  the  six  Deputy 
Postmasters- General  were  in  office  when 
Federation  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Frequent  changing  of 
principal  officers  only  makes  the  position 
more  difficult. 

Mr.  Page. — Not  so;  it  should  make  the 
position  easier,  seeing  that  these  Deputy 
Postmasters- General  did  not  carry  on  the 
old  systems. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— But  thev  were  brought 
up  under  the  old  systems,  and  are  timid  and 
nervous.  I  believe,  howevw,  that  when 
they  thoroughly  appreciate  the  powers  dele- 
gated to  them,  there  will  be  a  cessation  of 
the  complaints  we  have  heard  to-day  frcwn 
honorable  members.  I  make  no  charge.  I 
believe  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  officers 
are  loyal  and  satisfied ;  that  a  large  number 
have  made  many  sacrifices  without  cmn- 
plaint  in  order  to  meet  the  abnormal  condi- 
tions, and  that  there  will  no  longer  be  a 
feeling  that  they  are  either  timid  or  nervous. 

Mr.  Webster.  . —  What  makes  them 
"timid 'and  nervous"? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Last  night  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maranoa  introduced  to 
me  a  postal  crfficer,  who  presented  to  me 
conditions  which  I  shall  take  steps  to 
change. 

Mr,  Page.  —  Has  the  Minister  taken 
steps  ? 

.Mr.  MAUGER. — Yes,  this  niOTning. 
I  admit  that  a  minority  have  had,  at  timeSr 
to  work  abnormally  long  hours  on  given 
days,  and  under  conditions  that  ought  not 
to  prevail.  I  am  sure,  however,  that, 
when  the  Additional  Estimates  are  passed, 
and  temporary  hands  are  replaced  by  per- 
manent hands,  and  overtime  that  cannot  be 
made  up  in  time  off  is  paid  for,  especially 
in  New  South  Wales,  much  of  the  dissatis- 
faction will  disappear.  T  have  issued 
orders  from  time  to  time^that  casual  em- 
ploy&,  doing  sldM'jteado'.C^lgi^  paid 
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E wailing  outside  rates,  and  I  have  laid 
sfwe  the  Public  Service  CcMnmissicwier 
anomalies  which  I  think  should  be  re- 
moved. I  could  give  a  great  deal  more 
information  did  time  permit.  I  may  say 
that  the  Cabinet  Committee  has  undertaken 
a  thoroughly  comprehensive  inquiry  which 
will  afford  ample  opportunity  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  all  ^rievanres.  Public  ser-. 
vants  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  will 
be  able  to  meet  the  Cnnmittee  face  to  face, 
and,  without  fear,  frankly  present  their 
cases. 

Mr.  Page. — Is  it  intended  that  the  Com- 
mittee shall  visit  the  diffeient  States? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Unquestionably. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  full  Committee? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  I  do  not  know- 
it  will  depend  on  circumstances. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  full  Cwn- 
mittee  travel  over  all  the  States,  we  might 
consider  whether  we  could  not  permanently 
do  without  them  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  does  not  follow  that 
all  the  States  will  be  visited,  or  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Committee  will  travel. 
New  South  Wales,  which,  so  far  as  this 
Department  is  concerned,  is  the  most  pro- 
gressive, is  a  storm  centre  as  it  were;  and 
special  attention  will  be  given  to  the  pub- 
lic requirements,  and  all  complaints  by  the 
public  servants  there.  The  Committee  will 
inquire  into  the  policy  of  decentralization, 
and  the  degree  to  which  it  may  be  ex- 
tended yvith  advantage ;  the  stafl5ng  of  the 
Department,  and  the  relationship  of  the 
Department  and  its  officers;  the  present 
pressing  needs  of  the  Department  in  re- 
gard to  expenditure ;  the  diflScuIties  of  the 
Departmoit  in  regard  to  the  carrying  out 
of  its  public  works,  including  nunor  altera- 
tions to  buildings  and  so  fcvtb;  the  pre- 
sent practice  and  future  policy  of  the  De- 
partment in  cCMinezioti  with  applications 
for  the  extensicwi  of  postal,  telegraphic,  and 
telephonic  services  in  country  districts,  and 
particularly  in  remote  and  sparsely -popu- 
lated parts  of  the  Cwnmonwealth ;  and  the 
future  management  and  financing  of  the 
Department. 

Mr.  Webster. — That  sounds  like  a  Go- 
vernor-General's speech  I 
■  Mr.  MAUGER.— I  am  afraid  that  what- 
ever I  do,  I  shall  not  succeed  in  satisfying 
the  honorable  member.  I  am  conscious 
of  having  made  many  concessions  and 
given  many  advantages.  I  have  relieved 
many  anomalies  under  extreme  difficulties 
— difficulties  of  which  honorable  members 
who  hare  not  been  associated  with  the  De- 


partment have  not  the  slightest  idea.  Mare 
than  that,  I  claim  that,  given  time,  it  will 
be  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  Depart- 
ment  is  by  no  means  disorganized.  It  is, 
however,  only  human,  and  capable  of  im- 
provement, and  I  am  satisfied  that  both 
the  public  and  members  of  this  Parliament 
will  be  satisfied.  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty, 
before  resuming  my  seat,  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  work— the  value  of  which  cannot  be 
estimated  by  the  salary  paid— done  by  the 
administrative  (^cers  of  the  Department. 
Mr.  Scott,  the  Permanent  Head,  and  Mr. 
Oxenham,  the  second  administrative  oflker, 
have  done  their  very  best  to  meet  diffi- 
culties that  have  occurred,  and  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  honorable  members  as 
far  as  those  wishes  could  be  met  within 
reason. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Is  not  centralizati(» 
at  the  bottom  of  all  the  trouble? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  does  the 
honorable  member  mean  by  carrying  out 
the  wishes  of  members  of  Parliament  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER,— So  far  as  they  are 
right ;  and  that  is  a  proper  thing  to  do. 
Decentralization  is  advisable  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  that  policy  will  be  extended  as 
far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  with  advan- 
tage to  the  Department  I  have  now 
under  consideifation  a  schtoe  fen-  dcung 
away  with  a  quantity  of  the  centralized 
work,  whilst  at  the  same  time  keeping  a 
hold  on  all  the  details  by  means  of  the 
central  administration. 

Mr.  Page. — What  does  the  honorable 
gentleman  think  of  the  criticism  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Fawkner  with  regard 
to  private  enterprise? 

Hr.  &IAUGKR. — In  my  opening  re- 
marks I  pointed  out  that  many  of  the 
methods  of  private  enterprise  cannot  be  our 

ideal  in  the  administration  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  The  methods  and 
objects  of  private  enterprise  and  those  of  a 
service  which  is  conducted  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  people  of  this  rountry,  are  en- 
tirely different  things. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[i2. 1 2].— The  Postmaster-General  has 
now  had  his  opportunity  of  making  a 
statement.  I  think  we  may  sum  it  up 
by  saying  that  he  has  admitted  that  the 
service  is  in  a  deplorable  condition.  His 
remarks  went  to  prove  that  we  could  not 
expect  anything  better  under  the  present 
administratis!.  ^  ■ 

Mr.  Mauger.— I'siisSd^jdsP^^^te. 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minister 
has  spoken  of  the  corruption  existing  in 
America,  and  said  that  that  was  a  system 
in  which  private  enterprise  had  been  at 
work.  There  may  be  corruption  and  there 
may  be  inefficiency  in  America,  but  as  to 
our  service,  the  trouble  is  that  the  De- 
partment is  administered  by  a  man  who 
has  bad  no  experience  whatever  in  postal 
affairs,  but  who  thinks  be  is  going  to  re- 
volutionize this  service.  The  Minister 
said,  "  I  will  do  this,"  and  "  I  will  do 
that." 

Mr.  Maugkk. — I   said   nothing  about 

corruption  in  America. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minister 
did,  and  he  has  it  in  writing.  He  said 
that  it  could  not  be  coped  with  by  means 
of  a  Select  Ccanmittee. 

Mr.  Maugkr.— The  Select  Committee 
reference  applied  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minis- 
ter's idea  of  remedying  the  trouble  in  the 
Post  Office  is  to  run  about  from  suburb  to 
subiub  inquiring  into  sweating  in  small 
offices.  He  has  done  that  in  Melbourne, 
and  I  suppose  he  will  do  the  same  in  Syd- 
nev.  To  strengthen  his  hands  he  has  gained 
the  assistance  of  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  who  is  to  go  into  the  mat- 
ter with  him,  and  who  is  to  obtain  ap- 
proximate returns  as  to  how  the  various 
branches  of  the  Department  pay.  Im- 
agine a  responsible  Minister  going  to  a 
member  of  the  Opposition  and  asking  him 
to  come  in  and  investigate  the  Department  1 

Mr.  DuCALD  Thomson. — ^The  Minister 
did  not  say  diat.  His  remark  was  in  con- 
nexion with  some  returns  which  the  Go- 
vernment offered  to  supply. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minister 
said  that  he  was  going  to  look  into  these 
matters  with  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney,  and  that  there  would  be 
approximate  returns  to  show  how  the  seve- 
ral bruKhes  paid,  and  as- to  whether  they 
were  managed  or  mismanaged.  That  is 
the  act  of  an  incc»npetent.  It  is  the  act 
of  a  man  who  does  not  know  his  busi- 
ness. It  is  the  act  of  a  man  in  despair, 
who  wants  to  do  SOTiething  and  does  not 
know  how  to  go  about  it.  If  the  Minis- 
ter really  wished  to  bring  about  decentra- 
limtion,  he  would  propose  to  put  the  De- 
partment under  the  control  of  Commis- 
sioners, who  would  see  to  the  proper  orga- 
nization of  it.  The  Chief  Commissioner 
should  be  an  expert.  This  is  a  Depart- 
ment that  requires  an  expert  at  the  head  of 
mffi^s.     Tat   great   source   of  trouble 


arose  at  the  beginning  of  the  Federation. 
Each  Minister  wanted  to  have  his  de- 
partmental head  brought  from  his  own 
State.  The  Postmaster- General  in  the 
first  Government  brought  down  from  Bris- 
bane a  gentleman,  Mr.  Scott — a  most  esti- 
mable man  personally — who  had  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  a  very  small  and  ineffi- 
cient service,  although  a  growing  one.  He 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  service  com- 
manding six  States,  iiKluding  the  great 
service  of  New  South  Wales,  whidh  is 
estimated  by  the  Minister  to  be  the  most 
prc^ressive  of  all  the  States  in  regard  to 
postal  matters. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  was  like  putting  a 
suburban  shopkeeper  in  control  of  Foy  and 
Gibson's. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  was  put- 
ling  an  inexperienced  man  in  control  of  an 
establishment  at  least  six  times  as  great  as 
that  of  the  State  from  which  he  came. 
The  second  in  command  of  the  Post  Office 
comes  frcnn  the  same  State — a  most  estim- 
able j^tleman  also,  though  his  proper 
place  is  not  at  the  head  of  this  service. 
We  want  a  man  from  the  United  States  or 
from  England,  who  could  teach  our  pe(^le 
something,  and  who  would  be  possessed  of 
organizing  capacity.  We  want  a  man  who 
has  grown  up  in  a  very  large  service, 
amongst  big  men. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — How  would  such  a 
man  know  our  local  conditions? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minis- 
ter's idea  of  "local  conditions"  is  that 
every  postal  service  in  Australia  should  be 
made  to  pay.  He  said  that  more  money 
is  lost  in  the  country  places  than  in  the 
cities. 

Mr.  Tudor. — What  are  the  English 
conditions  which  the  honorable  member 
would  desire  to  see  introduced  here? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honor- 
able member  can  make  his  own  speech 
when  I  have  done.  The  Minister,  as  I 
have  said,  desires  that  every  country  ser- 
vice shall  be  made  to  pay.  Good  graci- 
ous !  How  can  a  country  like  ours  be 
built  up  unless  we  are  prepared  to  spend 
monev  in  it? 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  not  say  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  is  onlv  by 
the  expenditure  of  capital  that  a  young 
country  can  be  developed.  The  Minister 
expects  to  be  able  to  go  into  the  wilds  of 
Australia,  open  tip  the  country,  and  make 
each  particular  servic&^pay.  That  is  the 
sort  of  tin-po£)iq)6lit^  ^^k^<il^l£c^ation 
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under  him,  and  it  is  the  cause  of  the 
failure  of  the  whole  service.  It  cannot 
be  expected  that  a  great  service  like  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  will  pay 
ftom  end  to  end.  If  the  Minister  tries 
to  make  it  pay  in  every  direction,  there 
must  be  inefficiency.  As  to  the  classifi- 
cation of  officers,  there  is  no  man  in  the 
service  competent  to  classify  them  at  all. 
The  Public  Service  Commissioner  is  a  most 
estimable  gentleman,  and  an  able,  con- 
scientious man.  But  he  knows  absolutely 
nothing  about  the  postal  ser%*ice.  He 
makes  appointments  upon  the  recommen- 
dations of  other  gentlemen  who  have  had 
no  experience.  They  themselves  get  an 
inkling-  from  inspectors,  who  make  reports. 
Upcm  those  reports  reccHnmendaticnis  are 
made. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Xot  always. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— In  many  cases 
the  reports  of  these  inspectors  are  initialled, 
sent  forward,  and  confirmed  by  the  head 
of  the  Department.  So  that  it  is  a  case  of 
one  incompetent  person  reammending  an 
appointment  to  another  incompetent  person. 
Ultimately  the  Postmaster-General  makes 
his  recommendation  to  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner,  and  it  is  confirmed.  There 
is  incOTipetence  from  beginning  to  end. 
People  who  have  had  no  experience  in  large 
affairs,  and  no  experience  in  telephonic  and 
telegraphic  business,  are  put  in  charge. 
The  whole  system  is  conducted  on  a  hand- 
to-mouth  basis.  The  service  is  full  of  dere- 
licts. There  are  men  in  it  in  charge  of  im- 
portant cffices  who  cannot  send  a  tele- 
graphic message — men  drawing  large  sala- 
ries, tw. 

Mr.  Storrer. — That  must  be  in  New 
Stuth  Wales. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Tn  every  Stale 
ill  the  Union. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — No. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— TlJe  honorable 
member  does  not  know. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — We  know  our  own 
State. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  honorable 
member  cannot  know  unless  he  has  been  in 
the  service. 

Mj.  Storres. — How  long  has  the  honoi- 
able  member  been  out  of  the  service  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  have  ob- 
tained  mv  information  from  men  in  the  sei- 
vice,  and  have  investigated  some  of  the 
cases  for  myself.  I  know  that  my  state- 
ments are  true. 


Mr.  Fuller. — Where  is  the  necessity 
fur  the  head  of  a  large  office  to  be  able  to 
send  a  message? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Unless  an  ad- 
ministrative officer  understands  the  whole 
business,  he  cannot  properly  control  the 
ofiicers  under  him,  nor  will  they  have  a 
■proper  respect  for  him.  The  honorable 
member  for  Fawkner  has  suggested  that  the 
Department  should  be  managed  by  Com- 
missioners. That  means  placing  the  whole 
administration  in  commission.  A  number 
of  public  services  has  been  placed  in  com- 
mission, and  in  not  one  instance  has  the 
experiment,  so  far  as  administration  is 
concerned,  been  a  failure. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  about  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Victorian  Railways? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  service 
is  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — But  is  it  satisfac- 
tory ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  believe  that 
the  railways  of  this  State  are  worked  to 
the  extent  of  thousands  a  year  mom 
cheaply  than  used  to  be  the  case,  and,  what 
is  more,  before  they  were  placed  in  com- 
mission the  Government  had  piled  up  an 
enormous  debt  on  which  the  service  was 
called  upon  to  pay  interest.  A  parallel 
case  is  furnished  bv  New  South  Wales. 
When  its  railways  were  placed  in  commis- 
sion the  GovernmCTit  said,  "  A  certain  sum 
should  be  ear-marked  on  which  no  interest 
shall  be  oaid.  because  it  was  frittered 
away."  The  same  remark  applies  to  Vic- 
toria, and  I  dare  say  to  some  extent  to 
other  States.  What  we  want  is  a  munici- 
palization of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  ser- 
vice. Where  are  those  who  are  socialistic 
rather  than  Socialists?  They  profess  to 
be  in  favour  of-  municipalizing  public  so*- 
vices.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  their 
hand.  Let  them  incorporate  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  and  put  at  its 
head  men  who  understand  the  buuness,  and 
call  upon  them  to  make  it  pay. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — And  give  them  000,000 
to  plav  with. 

Mr.'  HENRY  WILLIS-— For  the  sake 
of  their  reputation  they  would  endeavour 
to  make  the  service  pay,  and,  as  the  hwi- 
Arable  member  for  Dalley  sugge&te,  a  mil- 
lion pounds  of  the  money  which  has  been 
frittered  away  should  be  struck  off  the 
capital  so  that  the  service  would  only  be 
called  upon  to  pay  interest  on  a  legitimate 
debt  from  the  beginning  aq.d  not  on  an 
enormous   debt   M^yiifcd  J^S3®(9giigat«I 
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through  the  vasting  of  public  funds.  The 
Postmaster-General  savs  that  he  blows  of 
places  where,  if  a  telephone  service  were 
established,  it  would  pay  from  the  outset. 
Why  does  he  not  establish  a  service  in  those 
places? 

Mr,  Hume  Cook. — Where  is  the  re- 
venue to  come  from  ? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Is  there  dis- 
integration in  the  Ministry  itself?  If 
Ministers  know  of  a  system  by  which  they 
can  make  a  service  pay,  are  they  so  much 
at  variance  with  each  other  as  to  withhold 
from  the  Postmaster- General  the  funds 
which  would  enable  him  to  do  so? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  if  we  have  not 
the  f  unds  we  cannot  hel  p  w  ithholding 
them. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Govern- 
ment have  at  their  (X)mmand  any  sum  which 
may  be  required  up  to  one-fourth  of  the 
revenue  from  Customs  and  Excise  duties. 
During  the  last  seven  years  there  has  been 
returned  to  the  States  ;£5,ooo,ooo  which 
could  have  been  used  for  a  legitimate  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Not  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  paid  the  interest  on  the  values  of 
the  transferred  properties. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Govern- 
ment should  have  paid  the  interest  on  the 
values  of  those  properties,  but  even  then 
they  would  have  had  an  immense  sum  aggre- 
gating millions  which  miglit  have  been  used 
for  a  legitimate  and  reproductive  purpose. 
Although  the  Minister  knows  or  has  been 
advised  that  such  is  the  case,  not  a  move 
has  yet  been  made  in  that  direction. 
He  simply  says  that  he  has  been 
unable  u>  move,  because  the  Treasurer 
would  not  provide  him  with  the  necessary 
funds.  Surely  he  is  an  independent  man, 
and  could  have  told  his  colleague  that  he 
must  have  the  funds.  It  was  his  duty 
to  make  the  Depariment  pay ,  and  he 
should  have  told  the  Prime  Minister  that 
if  the  money  were  not  placed  at  h!s  dis- 
posal he  must  decline  to  be  at  the  head 
of  a  service  which  was  ruining  itself  by 
extravagance  and  incompetence,  and  simply 
because  he  was  unable  to  establish  services 
which  would  pay,  as  against  those  whidi 
could  not  be  expected  to  pay.  If  we  had  a 
strong  man  at  the  head  of  1^  Depart- 
ment the  position  would  be  very  different, 
but  while  we  have  at  its  head  a  man  who 
will  knuckle  under,  and  go  on  bended 
knee  as  soon  as  he  is  spoken  10  by  some 
one  higher  iii  authority ,  we  shall  have  no- 
thing done.     An  independent  man  with 


sonie  adhiinistrative  capacity,  and  with  the 
desire  to  do  something  fot  his  countrj-,  and 
to  make  the  servlcs  over  which  he  pre- 
sides a  success,  would  be  firm,  and  get 
what  he  wanted  from  the  Treasurer,  and 
what  is  more  he  wnuld  very  soon  come  to 
the  front  as  a  man  of  some  ability.  The 
Postmaster-General  has  Aated  that  he  in- 
tends to  go  in  fpr  decentralizaticm.  That 
result  would  be  obtained  if  the  service 
were  municipalize:!.  Let  it  be  placed  in 
commissicHi,  and  then  wc  i^hould  have 
complete  decentral^ation,  and  men  who 
could  le  spoken  to  and  would  l-e  respon- 
sible for  making  their  departments  pay, 
just  «s  the  water,  railway,  and  other 
municipalized  services  pay.  Every  dficer 
in  a  subordinate  position  would,  on  show- 
ing merit,  be  brought  to  the  front,  and 
those  who  were  not  fitted  for  their  positions 
would  be  retired,  as 'many  of  them  should 
be.  The  heads  who  are  expected  to  teach 
the  juveniles  in  the  services  would  be 
called  upon  to  understand  their  duties,  or 
else  they  would  be  cashiered.  There  should 
1)6  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  question 
of  buildings.  Of  late  the  buildings  have 
been  more  adapted  to  the  work  for  which 
they  are  required.  But  if  we  had  a  sys- 
tem by  which  the  architecture  for  the 
different  classes  of  offices  might  be  regu- 
lated the  present  difficulty  woOld  be  over- 
come. That  is  a  matter  rather  of  detail 
than  otherwise.  The  policy  which  the  Min- 
ister is  going  to  adopt  is  a  continuation 
of  the  present  policy,  notwithstanding  all 
its  defects,  with  the  addition  of  what 
he  calls  decentralization.  If  the  same 
evil  should  prevail  under  a  system 
of  decentralization  the  position  would 
be  no  better  than  it  is.  The  -Minister  has 
stated  that  every  Deputy  Postmaster- 
funeral  has  power  to  act,  but  that  he  will 
not.  This  is  a  matter  on  which  I  sup- 
pose the  Minister  could  have  a  few  words 
to  say.  .  He  has  the  authority  to  say 
that  'thcs?  officers  must  exercise  their 
power,  and  th.it  to  that  extent  there  should 
be  decentralization.  But  it  api)ears  that 
he  is  unable  to  act.  He  is  advised  that 
he  should  nor  act,  and,  what  is  more,  he 
says  that  when  somebody  told  h!m  that 
he  ought  to  dismiss  the  (^Bcers  in  ques- 
tion, he  said,  "No."  When  he  was 
reminded  that  Parliament  would  not 
countenance  their  inactiOT,  he  said,  "  No, 
Parliament  would  have  the  present  svs- 
tem."  What  an  idea  to  express!  If 
Parliament  were  of  my  way  of  thinking 
it  would  demand  an   IqMnediate  change. 
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and  the  Minister  who  would  not  enforce 
its  will  would  not  be  retained  here  for 
ten  minutes.  He  would  have  to  act,  And 
see  that  his  oflScers  did  their  duty,  or  call 
uptxi  the  proper  authority  to  find  a  com- 
petent man  to  fill  the  leadnig  position  in 
each  State.  At  some  time,  I  suppose,  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  consider 
my  proposal  to  place  .  the  Post  and 
Tel^raph  Department  in  commission.  If 
the  Labour  Party  be  true  to  its  policy 
it  must  support  the  municipalizati(xi  of  the 
service,  as  it  is  a  part  of  Uieir  programme. 
In  other  places,  I  recommended  this 
change  long  before  I  entered  this  Parlia- 
ment. I  shall  see  that  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  have  an  opportunity  of 
casting  a  vote  on  the  question  at  some 
future  time. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (KalgoorUe)  [12.33].— 
For  two  reasons,  I  do  not  intend  at  this 
juncture  to  enter  into  an  elaborate  review 
of  the  conditrons  which  exist  in  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department.  My  first 
reason  for  adopting  that  attitude  is  that, 
although  the  service — owing  to  very  rapid 
extension  which  has  been  found  necessary 
in  some  States — is  not  as  complete  as  ir 
might  have  been,  still  I  think  that  'an  effoH' 
is  being  made  to  meet  the  great  public 
necessities.  My  seccvid  reason  for  not  de- 
siring to  refriew  the  position  very  exten- 
sivelv  this  morning  is  the  Minister's  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  possibilities  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet.  I  think  he 
must  recognise  that  his  admission  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Cabinet  Comm"ttee  has 
been  found  necessary  to  renew  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  Department,  is  certainly 
a  heavy  denunciation  of  the  conditions 
existing  therein. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — But  cme  member  of 
the  Cabinet  C<xnmittee  had  occupied  the 
positicHi  previously. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  understand  not.  Had 
a  previous  Postmaster-General,  who  hap- 
pens to  be  in  the  Ministry,  been  placed  on 
the  Committee,  very  likely  the  assistance 
which  he  would  have  been  able  to  render  to 
his  colleagues  might  have  been  valuable. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Put  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  on  the  Committee,  since  he 
has  not  much  to  do. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  all  probability  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  CcMnmittee  will 
find  that  a  great  deal  of  work  must  be 
done  before  they  can  understand  the  posi- 
tion of  affairs,  and  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  advising  the  Government  how  to 
remove  some  of  the  undoubted  disabilities 


under  which  the  public  suffer.    The  admis- 
siaa  made  by  the  Postmaster-General  in 
regard  to  the  possibility  of  the  Cabinet 
Committee  being  engaged  upon  the  inquiry 
for  a  very  loag  time,  undoubtedly  suggests 
the  reflecticHi  that  it  would  have  been  more 
satisfactory  to  the  service  generally,  even 
though  the  inquiry  might  have  occiipied  a 
little  l(X)ger  time,  to  appoint  a  Select  C<»a- 
mittee  of  this  House,   which  o>uld  have 
entered  thoroughly,  and   more  independ- 
ently, into  various  questicms.    If  the  Cabi- 
net Cwnmittee  are  going  to  effectively  ct«i- 
sider  the  many  objections  and  complaints 
which  have  been  levelled  against  the  De- 
partment, and  which  are  being  nursed  by 
honorable  members,  that  inquiry  must  make 
a  serious  inroad  upcxi  the  time  which  they 
ought  to  devote  to  the  administration  of 
their  own  Departm«its.   All  the  statements 
which  the  Minister  can  obtain  from  Post- 
masters-General on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  in  regard  to  the  diflSculty  of  adminis- 
tering a  Department  of  this  kind,  will  not 
convince  hcHiorable  members  that  things  are 
not  in  an  unsatisfactory  state  here.    At  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  enter  into  the  general 
condemnation  which  somt  honwable  mem- 
bers have  made  of  the  present  conditim 
of  the  Federal  service.    In  my  judgment, 
the  people  of  Western  Australia,  for  in- 
stance, have  benefited  very  connderably 
from  the  federalization  of  the  Postal  and 
Telegraphic  Departmer\ts.    I  believe  fhat 
they  are  now  getting  many  services  which 
tliev  would  not  have  been  able  to  secure 
without  a  large  expenditure  of  borrowed 
money  if  the  Department  had  remained 
under   State  omtrol.     Although   I  dis- 
agree  with   the   regulation   requiring  a 
guarantee    in    regard    to   certain  tele- 
phmes,  and  regret  the  system  of  playing 
fast  and  loose  with  the  regulation  after 
it   had    been    api»oved    of    1^  this 
House,  still  I  think  that  a  considerable 
effort  is  being  made  to  meet  country  neces- 
sities   in    regard    to   these  ccaiveniences. 
I  strenuously  object  to  the  strict  enforce- 
ment of  this  provision  in  the  case  of  ap- 
plications from  country  districts  when,  in 
the  case  of  applications  from  metropolitan 
and  suburban  districts,  it  is  relaxed  or  en- 
tirely abolished,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of 
the    Melbourne- Sydney    telephone,  which 
has  not  realized  the  anticipaticMis  formed  in 
connexicm  with  it.   We  can  hope  to  do  very 
little  good  in  discussing  these  Estimates 
when  ten  months  of  the  financial  year  have 
passed,  and  when  we  have  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  Estimates  in  the  ordinary  way, 
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I  shall  have  something  more  to  say  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  comnitted  to 
writing  the  opinion  that  the  inspectors  al- 
most invariaWy  under-estimate  the  revenue 
likely  to  be  recdved  fn»n  Country  offices. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  glad  that  the 
Minister  is  taking  that  view  of  the  matter, 
because  in  a  State  of  nu^nificent  distances 
like  Western  Australia,  it  is  found  vftry 
difficult  to  cwivince  an  unsympathetic  <rffi- 
cial  that  mining  camps  are  likely  to  be  per- 
manent. Many  offices  that  have  been 
secured  only  as  the  result  of  persistent 
hammering  away  by  parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives have  been  found  to  give  very 
much  more  satisfactory  returns  than  were 
estimated  by  the  inspectors  who  reported 
upc»  the  applicaticms.  There  are  cme  or 
two  matters  affecting  Western  Australian 
officers  of  the  Department  that  I  should 
like  to  tning  under  notke.  This  is  the  first 
oocasioa  on  which  1  have  referred  to  such 
matters  in  this  House,  although  I  am  not 
going  to  say  that  I  have  not  frequently  had 
occasion  to  bring  the  position  of  officers 
under  die  notice  of  the  D^axtment.  I 
have  studiously  avoided  taking  up  the  time 
of  Parliament  with  the  grievances  of  public 
ser\'ants  until  it  has  been  demonstrated  that 
they  will  not  be  remedied  by  application 
to  their  Departments.  1  wish  to  say  that 
Western  Australian  officers  are  not  receiv- 
ing the  treatment  which  I  think  they  are 
entitled  to  receive,  and  I  again  bring  under 
notice  the  position  of  officers  located  in  out- 
side districts.  There  are  stations  in  West- 
em  Australia  so  far  removed  from  any 
lar^  centre  of  population  that  the  cost  of 
livmg  is  abnormally  high.  Generally 
speaUng,  the  cost  of  living  is  very  much 
higher  in  Western  Australia  than  in  any  of 
the  other  States.  The  only  State  in  which 
it  can  be  said  to  be  nearly  as  high  is 
Queensland.  Officers  stationed  in  outsida 
places  in  Western  Australia,  do  not  receive 
the  consideration  in  the  matter  of  living  al- 
lowances which  they  should  receive  at  the 
,    hands  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  the  Department 
has  no  control  whatever  over  the  matter  re- 
ferred to.  The  Public  Service  Commis- 
si<Mier  fixes  all  allowances. 

Mr. -FRAZER.— That  makes  it  only  the 
mi»-e  necessary  that  we  should  have  some 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  Minister  as 
to  the  view  he  takes  of  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  excessive  «tercise  of  authority  by 
the  Public  Service  Commissicmer.  As 
mfembers  of  Parliament  we  are  debarred 


from  approaching  the  Public  Service  Com* 
missioner  in  such  a  matter,  but  this  House 
should  not  be  debarred  from  having  the 
last  say  in  coraiexiwi  with  any  matter  affect- 
ing the  public  servants  under  the  control  of 
this  Parliament.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  control  of  the  Public  Service 
through  the  CommissicKier  has  been  alto- 
gether unsatisfactCM-y,  but  I  do  say  that 
there  should  be  such  a  review  of  his  powers 
as  would  enable  the  responsible  Minister 
and  Parliament  to  be  supreme  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  would 
be  returning  to  the  old  system  of  political 
patronage. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No,  it  would  not.  I 
am  not  in  favour  of  a  reversicMi  to  the  con- 
ditions existing  prior  to  Federatwn  in  con- 
nexion with  the  managemmt  of  the  Public 
Servfce  in  many  of  the  States.  But,  while 
giving  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  all 
reasonable  authority,  there  should  be  a 
point  at  which  Ministers  and  Parliament 
might  interfere  to  do  justice  whai  it  is 
demonstrated  that  a  real  grievance  exists 
and  is  not  remedied. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  the  Public 
Service  C<Mimissioner  will  not  do  justice, 
he  should  not  be  where  he  is. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  say  that,  in  my 
oiHni<m,  under  the  rule  of  the  Public  Ser- 
vice CommissicHier  injustice  has  been  dc«e 
to  many  (^cers  of  this  Department  in 
Western  Australia.  The  cost  of  liv- 
ing in  Western  Australia  Is  not 
higher  now  than  it  was  five  or  six 
years  ago,  and  yet  for  five  or  six  years 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  insisted 
that  the  conditions  of  living  were  the  same 
in  Perth  as  in  Melbourne.  Ultimately  he 
visited  Perth,  and  on  his  return  to  Mel- 
bourne made  a  recommendati<xi  that  an 
allowance  of  5  per  cent,  should  be  given 
to  officers  in  Perth  and  the  surrounding 
districts  on  the  ground  that  the  conditions 
in  Perth  were  not  the  same  as  those  in  Mel- 
bourne, or  generally  in  the  Eastern  States. 
Any  man  who  resides  in  Western  Australia 
must  be  aware  that  there  are  many  cir- 
cumstances which  make  the  cost  of  living 
in  that  State  very  much  higher  than  it  is 
in  Melbourne,  and  certainly  5  per  cent, 
does  not  represent  the  difference.  The 
Public  Service  Commissioner  admitted  the 
facts  after  fi\'e  years,  and  recommended  an 
extra  allowance.  But  the  injustice  to 
which  I  refer  is  found  in  the  fact,  first, 
that  it  was  deliived  five  years,  and,  second, 
that  whilst  the  Public  Service  Gxnmissioner 
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has  recommended  this  extra  allowance  on 

the  ground  that  the  cost  of  living  in  Perth 
is  higher  than  in  Melbourne  he  has  made 
no  provision  in  the  case  of  outside  dis- 
tricts in  Western  Australia  to  cover  the 
extra  cost  of  living  in  those  districts  as 
compared  with  the  cost  of  living  in  Perth. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Are  the  crfficers 
referred  to  getting  less  than  they  did  in 
the  service  of  the  State? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Western  Austra- 
lian officers  as  a  body  have  not  had  their 
positim  improved  as  a  result  of  Federal 
control.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
they  are  worse  off  than  they  were  under 
the  State  Government,  but  I  am  prepared 
to  say  that  their  positicm  has  not  been  im- 
proved, and  that  they  have  received  less 
under  Federation  than  have  officers  in  the 
other  States.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  whether,  seeing  that  it  is  admitted 
that  officers  in  Perth  are  entitled  to  an 
extra  allowance  of  5  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  officers  in  Melbourne,  he  does  not 
think  that  in  all  fairness  the  officers  on 
the  gold-fields  in  Western  Australia  should 
not  receive  some  extra  allowance  to  cover 
the  extra  cost  of  living  in  those  districts  as 
compared  with  the  cost  of  living  in  Perth  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — My  personal  opinion  is 
decidedly  in  accordance  with  what  the  hon- 
orable member  has  said,  but  I  have  no  say 
in  the  matter.  Personally,  I  believe  that 
the  conditions  with  which  public  officers  in 
remote  parts  of  Aiistralia  have  to  OMitend 
should  be  recognised  in  as  liberal  way  as 
possible. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  Minister. 
I  shall  take  another  opportunity  of  sug- 
gesting a  means  of  o\'erc(»ning  the  diffi- 
culty to  which  I  have  referred  should  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  adhere  to  his 
present  decision.  Having  received  such  an 
assurance  from  the  Minister,  I  cannot  rea- 
sonably ask  for  more. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  only  fair  that  I 
should  say  that  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner, at  a  function  held  on  Saturday 
night,  explained  that  he  had  made  his 
basis  the  conditions  existing  all  over  the 
Commonwealth,  and  that  he  felt  that  in 
giving  5  per  c«it,  extra  allowance  to  (rffi- 
cers  in  Perth  and  the  same  in  Kalgoorlie, 
he  was  doing  all  that  could  reasonably  be 
expected. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  trouble  is  that  he 
is  not  giving  the  extra  5  per  cent,  allow- 
ance to  officers  at  Kalgoorlie,  because  the 
officers  at  Kalgowlie  always  had  what  is 


called  a  Gold-fields  Allpwanra  as  a  recog- 
nition of  the  difference  in  the  conditicxis 
existing  in  Kalgoorlie  as  compared  with 
Perth.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner 
has  given  officials  in  Perth  a  5  per  cent, 
allowance  on  the  ground  that  the  cost  of 
living  is  5  per  cent,  dearer  there  than  it 
is  in  Melbourne;  he  has  not  added  the 
same  extra  allowance  to  those  previously 
enjoyed  by  officers  at  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^The  honorable  m^- 
ber  ccmtends  that  the  difference  in  tiw  cost 
of  liviiig  between  Kalgoorlie  and  Mel- 
bourne is  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — ^Yes,  it  is  20  per  cent, 
and  more. 

Mr.  Mauger. — An  independent  authOTity 
recently  estimated  it  at  i7j  per  cent. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  authority  has  not 
treated  too  liberally  the  position  of  those 
who  have  to  live  in  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  That  calculation  ap- 
peared in  an  article  in  an  English  news- 
paper, dealing  with  the  cost  of  living  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  Would  the 
honorable  member  give  an  increase  all 
round  in  consequence  of  the  increased  cost 
of  living  due  to  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  alUhave  our  own 
opinions  about  the  probable  effect  of  the 
Tariff.  I  accept  the  assurance  of  the 
Minister  that  he  believes  jn  the  justice  of 
the  case  which  I  have  been  putting.  I 
cannot  do  anything  further  now,  but  will 
make  an  effort  as  soon  as  convenient  to 
take  other  means  of  achieving  what  I  want. 
Another  important  matter  to  which  I  wbh 
to  direct  the  Minister's  attention  is  the 
provision  denying  civil  rights  under  certain 
conditions  to  officers  of  the  Commonwealth. 
A  man  employed  in  the  Public  Service 
should  be  entitled  to  exercise  his  civil  func- 
tions in  commcm  with  every  other  citizen. 
The  Minister,  who  claims  to  hold  democra- 
tic views,  must  hold  that  that  embargo 
should  be  removed.  When  a  man  has  given 
his  services  to  his  country  for  the  number  of 
hours  for  which  he  is  engaged,  no  other 
obligation  should  be  thrown  upon  him.  He 
should  be  as  free  as  any  other  man  is  when 
he  leaves  his  vtork  to  do  as  he  thinks 
advisable  during  the  hours  of  his  recrea- 
tion. He  should  be  allowed  uncondi- 
tional civil  rights. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Labour  Party 
would  not  allow  him  to  abuse  them. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  He  can  abuse  the 
Labour  Party  if  be  likes,  but  Common- 
wealth  officers  as  a  whole,  I  am  suft. 
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recognise  more  merit  in  the  programme  of 
the  Labour  Party  than  in  the  programme 
of  any  other  party. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Still,  the  honor- 
able member's  party  would  not  allow  dvil 
servants  to  abuse  them. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  are  prepared  to 
^ve  them  absolute  freedcnn  in  the  way  of 
civil  rights.  If  they  conduct  themselves 
as  decent  citizens,  as  they  are  sure  to  do, 
we  shall  find  no  fault  with  any  objections 
which  they  take  to  our  programme. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  unreasiKiable 
to  propose  to  let  them  abuse  their  own 
chiefs  and  their  own  Departments.  I  do 
not  believe  in  any  member  of  a  Depart- 
ment criticising  his  Department  outside. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— So  long  as  public  ser- 
vants do  not  disclose  the  confidential  busi- 
ness of  their  Departments — and  I  am  sure 
that  their  sense  of  right  and  honour  would 
pre\'ent  them  from  doing  anything  of  that 
kind — they  should  have  absolute  freedom' 
as  citizens. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Men  in  private 
employment  are  not  allowed  to  criticise 
their  own  employers  or  firms. 

Mr.  F  R A  Z  E  R .  — They  are  allowed  to 
express  their  political  views.  In  fact,  I 
have  known  many  men  in  private  employ- 
ment to  point  out  the  difficulties  and  dis- 
abilities to  which  private  employers  sub- 
ject those  who  work  for  than. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  p.m. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Minister  might 
well  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  the  allowances 
granted  to  mail  carriers  and  the  question 
of  promoting  officers  who  have  been  for  a 
considerable  time  in  one  grade.  Another 
point  worthy  of  consideration  is  whether  an 
arrangement  should  not  be  made  with  the 
Railway  Departments  of  the  States  for  a 
concession  to  officers  stationed  inland,  so' 
that  they  may  enjoy  their  limited  holidays 
by  the  seaside.  There  are  in  Western 
Australia  many  districts  so  far  inland  that 
an  officer  stationed  there  would  have  to  pay 
£20  in  respect  of  coach  and  trjun  fares  for 
his  wife  and  himself  to  the  coast.  I  dare 
say  that  there  are  many  oflBcers  similarly 
situated  in  other  States.  I  understand 
that  State  employes  are  franked  over  the 
railways  when  on  leave. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  railway  employes 
are  granted  free  passes. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— And  I  think  that  a 
special  concession  is  made  to  all  members 
of  the  State  Public  Service.     For  the  sake 


of  the  health  of  our  officers  in  the  inland 
districts,  we  should  endeavour  to  arrange 
for  conression  tickets  to  be  granted  them 
when  on  leave.  Another  question  of  great 
importance  is  whether  the  Government  are 
prepared  to  arrange  a  scheme  of  compensa- 
tion in  respect  of  the  dependents  of  public 
servants  killed  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty.  On  the  closing  day  of  la.st  ses- 
sion we  had  submitted  to  us  the  Offi<%rs' 
Compensation  Bill,  in  which  a  few  isolated 
cases  are  dealt  with,  according  to  no  fixed 
rule. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member 
contends  that  we  need  a  fixed  scheme? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  certainly  need  a 
fixed  scheme  of  compensation. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  —  At  present  the 
granting  of  compensation  in  such  cases  de- 
pends upon  the  mere  whim  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  is  so,  and  very 
often  deserving  cases  are  overlooked.  A 
few  days  ago  I  brought  under  tfie  notice 
of  the  Postmaster- General  a  case  to  which 
he  has  promised  to  give  his  favcvable  con- 
sideration. But  under  the  present  system 
many  cases  that  ought  to  receive  generous 
treatment  must  necessarily  be  missed.  In 
Western  Australia,  under  a  State  Act,  the 
dependents  of  a  man  killed  in  a  mine  or 
in  a  timber  mill  or  other  works  are  entitled 
to  ;£400  compensation,  but  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  that  Act  applies  to  State 
servants  has  not  yet  been  determined. 
There  is  nq  such  law  in  regard  to  <^cers 
of  the  Comrponwealth  service.  It  is  gwie- 
rally  conceded  that  a  scheme  of  compensa- 
tion such  as  I  have  suggested  is  urgently 
needed,  and  the  Government  would  do  well 
to  take  it  in  hand.  This  is  the  firat  oc- 
casion on  which  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to 
place  grievances  of  this  kind  before  the 
Committee ;  but  there  are  occasions  when 
publicity  must  be  given  to  such  matters.  I 
admit  that  the  Minister  and  his  officers 
have  given  a  good  deal  of  consideration  to 
some  of  these  suggestions,  but  the  House 
itself  must  take  action  if  the  dissatisfac- 
tion in  the  service  is  to  be  removed,  and 
fuller  consideration  given  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  public. 

Mr.  McWIIXIAMS  (Franklin)  [2.22!- 
— A  discussion  on  the  Estimates  rarely  has 
the  desired  effect,  but  since  a"  Committee 
of  the  Cabinet  has  been  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  working  of  the  Postmaster- 
General's  Department  I  propose  to  bring 
forward  two  or  three  matters  whicli  ought 
to  be  ventilated.     I  j(yn- issue  with  some 
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honorable  members  who  speak  rather 
harshly  of  the  present  administration  of 
the  Department.  The  present  Postmaster- 
General,  so  far  as  Tasmania  generally  ?s 
concerned,  has  done  more  to  decentralize 
the  work  of  the  Department  than  did  all 
his  predecessors.  That  being  my  experi- 
ence, I  think  it  only  fair  to  mention  it. 
The  present  system  in  regard  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  telephone  service  into  outlying 
districts  is  also  a  decided  improvement 
upon  that  which  was  in  vogue  a  few  months 
ago.  There,  is,  however,  a  great  deal 
more  to  be  done.  The  trouble  relating  to 
the  Department  at  present  arises  largely 
from  the  centralization  of  the  work  in  Mel- 
bourne. It  is^said  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  decentralize  it,  but  I  intend  pre- 
sently to  cite  a  case  which  clearly  shows 
that,  despite  all  efforts  in  that  direction, 
the  protests  of  local  officers  are  overridden 
by  the  Central  Administration  and  by  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner.  From  time 
to  time  questions  have  been  put  in  this 
House  with  regard  to  the  promotion  of  Mr. 
E.  A.  Blakney,  an  cfficer  in  the  Hobart 
General  Post  Office.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  laid  cm  the  table  the  whole  of 
the  papers  relating  to  the  case,  and  I  invite 
honorable  members  to  read  the  correspwid- 
ence,  most  of  which  is  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Betheras.  If  they  do,  they  will  find  that 
the  Commissioner  has  deliberately  disre- 
garded the  recommendations  of  the  Deputy 
Postmaster- General  and  the  Deputy  Inspec- 
t(x  in  Tasmania.  Mr.  Blakney,  a  junior 
(rfiicer,  was  promoted  from  one  gr&de  to  an- 
other over  a  number  of  officers  who  were  his 
senicnrs.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
g^^ther  from  the  recommendations  of  the 
Postmaster-General  and  the  Deputy  In- 
spector in  Tasmania,  Mr.  Blakney  is  a 
thoroughly  deserving  trfficer  ;  the  correspond- 
ence shows  that  even  those  over  whom  he  has 
been  promoted  have  not  a  word  to  say 
against  him.  Two  clerks  are  employed  at 
the  counter  of  the  Hobart  General  Post 
Office,  and  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General 
recommended  them  for  preferment.  It  was 
decided  that  cwie  of  the  two  clerks  should 
be  promoted  to  another  class,  and  when 
it  was  suggested  that  Blakney  should  be 
chosen  fo^  promotion,  Mr.  Bichard,  the  De- 
puty Inspector  in  Tasmania,  telegraphed  to 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner — 

I  rectnamend  only  such  officers,  Customs  De- 
partment and  Postmaster-General's  Department, 
as  report  on  aSth  February  last.  Xe  vacancy 
class  4  wilt  have  to  be  settled.  E.  A.  Blakney 
or  G.  T.  Creswell  I  do  not  consider  entitled — 
will  probably  be  other  officer. 
Mr.  MeWilliams. 


That  was  the  report  of  the  inspector  in 
charge  to  whom  the  Commissioner  is  sup- 
posed to  look  for  suggestiwis  in  regard  to 
promotions  in  the  service  in  Tasmania.  To 
that  telegram  Mr.  McLachlan  replied — 

The  Public  Service  Commissioner  certifies  that 
there  is  no  officer  available,  senior  to  the  one 
above-named,  as  capable  of  satisfactorily  per- 
forming the  duties  o{  the  poutkm. 

In  the  office  at  the  time  there  were  several 
senior  officers  who  had  already  discharged 
those  duties.  I  ocMne  now  to  a  further  tete- 
gram  from  the  Deputy  Inspector  to  the 
Public  Service  CommissiMier— 

E.  A.  Blakney  .  is  not  senior  nor  most  com- 
petent officer  for  selection.  Cannot  this  be 
stopped,  as  it  places  Blakney  over  number  of 
others  best  entitled. 

Notwithstanding  that  report,  Mr.  Blakney 
was  appointed  to  the  position.  I  come  now 
to  a  protest  made  the  officers  over  whom 
he  was  promoted.  In  their  petition  they 
•say — 

He  was  not  the  "senior  competent  officer," 
but  was  junior  to  twenty-five  officers  in  'the 
Clerical  Division — as  indicated  by  the  list  hereto 
attached — and  also  junior  to  twelve  officers  who 
are  in  the  General  Division,  and  who  retained 
clerical  status  when  classified. 

It  was  further  pointed  out  that  the  services 
of  any  one  of  those  cheers  were  available. 
The  petitioners  show  that  the  procedure 
followed  in  the  States  was  entirely  at  vari- 
ance from  that  usually  followed  in  tHe 
(rffice,  and  they  go  on  to  say — 

That  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Blakney  to  the 
same  position,  but  with  a  bigher  classification, 
gives  nim  a  better  status  than  is  held  by  ui 
who  hitherto  have  been  his  seniors,  and  some 
of  whom  have  for  years  discharged  the  very 
same  duties. 

I  know  of  my  perstxial  knowledge  that  the 

incident  has  created  intense  dissatisfaction, 
not  only  in  Hobart,  but  throughout  the 
Tasmanian  service,  there  being  officers  in 
Launceston,  senior  to  Mr.  Blakney,  who 
have  been  doing  similar  work,  whose  claims 
were  not  taken  into  consideration.  The 
Public  Service  Commissioner  can  know 
nothing  of  the  individual  capacity  of  the 
great  bulk  of  the  officers  of  the  service, 
and  yet,  in  this  case,  he  pr(»noted  a  man 
over  the  heads  of  his  seniors,  in  spite  of 
the  protests  of  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  and  Deputy  InspectOT  for  Tas- 
mania. It  is  idle  to  think  that  officers  will 
give  the  attention  to  their  duties  which  is 
expected  from  them  if  they  are  permitted 
to  feel  tiiat  the  recommendaticMis  of  those 
above  them,  who  alone  are  competent  to 
judge  of  their  fitness  and  energy,  will  be 
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disregarded  by  Mr.  Betheras  and  the  Com- 
missicmer,  sitting  in  Melbourne-  There 
could  not  be  a  more  glaring  instance  of  the 
abuse  of  centralization  than  that  to  which 
I  am  calling  attenticm.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  a  general  complaint  againA 
the  administration  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  Ministers  have 
made  a  mistake  in  appointing  a  Cabinet 
Committee  to  investi^te  them.  Nether 
Parliament  nor  the  country  will  be  satisfied 
with  that  investigaticHi,  and  I  suggest  to 
the  Minister  that  it  would  be  well  to  allow 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  such  as 
that  of  which  notice  has  been  given. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Are  there  not  enough 
Select  Cwnmittees? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— This  is  surely  a 
case  in  which  a  thoroughly  impartial  Com- 
mittee should  do  good  work. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook.. — If  a  Select  Com- 
mittee were  apptunted,  every  public  sarant 
possessing  a  grievance  w<xild  want  to  come 
befwe  it. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  am  suggesting 
the  appointment  of  a  Canmittee  to  investi- 
gate the  general  administration  of  the  De- 
partment. I  think  that  such  a  C(Mnmitte^ 
would  not  be  antagonistic  to  the  Minister 
CH*  to  the  Government,  and  that  if  an  in- 
quiry were  made  by  representative  men 
frcnn  the  different  States,  their  recommen- 
dations would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
Postmaster-General  in  carrying  out  re- 
forms. I  believe  that  he  is,  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  hcxiestly  attempting  to  improve 
matters.  '  The  Goverrmient  must  not  think 
that  the  appointment  of  a  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee  will  satisfy  the  community. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  cannot  expect  to  do 
that  unless  we  effect  the  necessary  reforms  ; 
but  we  think  that  we  can  make  manv 
changes  which  would  beneBt  both  the  public 
and  the  service. 

Mr.  CHAI4TEK. — Why  have  an  inquiry? 
Whv  not  trust  the  Minister? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.  —  Any  inquiry 
would  do  good ;  but  I  think  that  a  Com- 
mittee such  as  I  suggest  would  be  more 
effective  than  that  proposed.  I  urge  the 
Minister  not  to  allow  red  tape  and  official- 
dom  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that  much- 
needed  reform,  decentralization.  The  feel- 
ing of  Parliament  is  such  that  any  t^ial 
who  stands  in  its  way  should  know  that 
he  does  so  at  his  own  risk.  I  have  had 
brought  under  my  notice  startling  cases  of 
the  evils  of  the  red-tape  system.  There  have 
been  instances  in  which  it  has  taken  from 
100  to  150  days  to  answer  an  inquiry 


which  a  business  firm  would  answer  in  a 

few  hours. 

Mr.  Crouch. — It  takes  from  six  weeks 
to  two  months  to  obtain  a  reply  from  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  honorable 
manber  for  Hunter  last  session  read  a 
reply  received  from  the  Department  in 
answer  to  a  letter  he  had  written  x86  days 
before.  Some  years  ago,  whoi  I  sug- 
gested a  certain  change,  it  was  seven  or 
eight  months  before  I  received  a  reply, 
and  the  lady  concerned  had  been  sook  five 
months  out  of  c&ce  before  the  matter  was 
inquired  into. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  was  promised,  five  years  ago,  a  re- 
turn which  he  has  not  yet  got. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— E\'ery  village  in 
the  Commonwealth  has  a  po5t-<^Bce. 

Mr.  Malonev. — A  good  thing,  too. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  think  so.  One 
of  the  best  ways  in  which  the  Cc«nmon- 
wealth  can  help  its  people,  and  give  an 
incentive  to  settlement  in  the  back-blocks, 
is  to  increase  the  facilities  for  communica- 
tion with  outlying  places,  and  the  expense 
should  not  be  criticised  too  closely.  The 
complaints  coming  In  with  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  all  these  oftices  flood  the 
central  office,  and  it  is  preposterous  to  ex- 
pect a  few  men  there  to  deal  with  them.  It 
is  wonderful  that  a  system  under  which  the 
postal,  telegraphic,  and  telephonic  con- 
cerns of  all  Australia — from  Capricornia  to 
Tasmania,  and  from  the  eastern  States  to 
Western  Australia — have  to  be  dealt  with 
by  a  few  officers  in  Melbourne,  did  not 
break  down  much  earlier.  Until  we  have 
absolute  decentralization  we  shall  not  get 
the  results  which  we  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  our  expenditure  on  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [2.42].— It 
is  usual  for  members,  when  departmental 
Estimates  are  under  review,  to  lay  before 
the  Minister  concerned  any  grievances  in 
connexion  with  his  administration,  and  the 
need  for  reform.  This,  however,  is  not  an 
opportune  time  to  deal  with  the  many  com- 
plaints against  the  Department  of  the 
Postmaster- General.  Most  of  the  money 
covered  by  these  Estimates  .  has  already 
been  voted,  and  oae  who  does  not  wish  to 
be  unfair  to  the  Department  cannot  dis- 
cuss its  administration  until  the  Additional 
Estimates  have  been  brought  down,  and  it 
is  known  what  steps  the  Government  pro 
pose  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  present 
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credit  for  an  earnest  desire  to  bring  about 
reforms,  though  .  I  do  not  regard  the 
appointment  of  the  Cabinet  Cwnmit- 
tee  of  investigation  as  likely  to  meet 
the  public  demand  for  information, 
or  to  do  justtce  to  the  service. 
Undoubtedly  the  Cabinet  Committee  will 
do  some  good,  but  I  suggest  that  all  the 
information  that  is  necessary  could  be 
found  bv  them  in  '.heir  old  official  reports. 
As  a  mat.er  of  fact,  I  do  not  see  how  the 
appointment  of  such  a  Committee  is  likely 
to  bring  about  the  desired  results.  We 
have  been  told  by  the  Postmaster-General 
that  he  will  pursue  the  investigation  in 
Sydney,  but  he  does  not  say  that  the 
whole  of  the  Committee  will  sit  together 
at  all  times.  If  it  be  a  fact  that  the 
"Committee  in  Sydnev  will  be  represented 
by  the  Postmaster- General  and  the  Secre- 
tary, I  may  take  it  that  the  appcnntment 
of  *  the  other  two  members  is  practically 
a  make-beliew.  However,  that  is  another 
mat'ter,  the  discussion  of  which  I  shall 
postpone  to  a  later  period.  The  Post- 
master-General quoted  authorities  this 
morning  to  show  what  he  called  ihe  folly 
of  attempting  to  investigate  postal  ad- 
ministration by  means  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee or  a  Royal  Commissiwi ;  but  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  give  evidence  later  that  siKh 
investigations  are  actually  being  pursued 
in  Great  Britain  with  much  advantage  to 
the  service  and  tlie  public.  TTie  speech 
delivered  by  tiie  Postmaster-General  to-day 
is  full  of  informaticm ;  and  I  desire  to 
peruse  it  before  I  deal  in  detail  with  the 
question  of  postal  reform,  so  that  I  may 
be  in  no  danger  of  misquoting  or  misre- 
presenting him.  I,  therefore,  merely  give 
a  general  indication  of  my  attttude,  pend- 
ing the  opportunity  to  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [2.50].— The  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwvdir  has  suggested 
the  proijer  course  to  be  pursued  on  the 
present  occasion  with  reference  to  the  Esti- 
mates for  this  Department.  The  PoEt- 
master-General  himself  has  admitted  all 
the  weaknesses  to  which  we  have  been  draw- 
ing afterfiion  during  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  admit  that  there  are 
weaknesses  which  ought  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Bv  questions  day  by 
day,  and  bv  speeches  on  Supply,  these 
weaknesses  in  the  administration  have  been 
placed  before  the  country  ;  and  to-dav  we 
have  had  the  amusing  spectacle  of  a  Min- 
ister rushing  in  early  in  the  debate  to 
explain  matters,  thus  showing  that  hostile 


criticism  was  anticipated.  The  usual  cus- 
tom is  for  a  Minister  to  waJC  until  most 
honorable  members  have  dealt  with  the 
Estimates  of  his  Department,  but  to-day 
the  Postmaster- General  early  applied  a 
lubricant  to  ttie  overheated  bearin^^.  I 
ha\-e  no  intention  of  making  an  attack  on 
the  honorable  gentleman,  who  has  been 
only  five  months  in  office,  while  the  weak- 
nesses in  the  administration  have  been 
growing  ever  since  the  inauguration  of 
Federation.  There  have  been  many 
changes  in  the  political  head  of  this  De- 
partment, and  each  Minister  has 'been  de- 
sirous of  bringing  about  popular  reforms, 
so  as  to  prove  himself  indisjiensable  as 
an  administrator.  In  the  old  pre-Federal 
days  it  used  to  be  said  that  "  the  fool  of 
the  family  "  was  invariably  sent  by  the 
Cabinet  to  administer  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department ;  but  that  cannot  be 
said  of  the  present  Ministen.  The  only 
thing  that  can  be  said  is  that  ihe  present 
Government  have  plared  the  Minister  with 
the  biggest  halo  in  the  position  of  Post- 
master-General ;  but  St.  Samuel  tries  to 
do  too  many  things,  and  sometimes,  I 
think,  he  rather  oversteps  'the  bounds  that 
ought  to  be  observed  by  a  gentlwnan  in 
his  position.  We  know  that,  with  that 
humanity  which  distinguishes  him,  he  is 
anxious  that  all  sweating  and  other  evils 
should  be  abolished,  and,  though  he  may 
be  able  to  visit  some  suburban  post-(rffices, 
he  cannot  visit  every  office  in  Australia. 
The  Postmaster-General  ought  to  have 
under  him  officers  able  to  detect  and 
rectify  weaknesses ;  a  Minister  has 
quite  enough  to  do  if  he  moulds 
the  policy  of  his  Department,  and 
sees  that  it  is  carried  out.  It  is  not  the 
duiy  of  a  Postmaster-Gerieral  or  any 
other  Minister  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
an  inspector ;  he  Is  not  trained  to  such 
work,  or,  if  he  be  fully  qualified  as  an 
inspector,  he  is  not  in  his  proper  place 
as  Minister.  I  know,  however,  that  the 
Postmaster-General  is  besieged  with  invi- 
tations to  pay  visits  to  various  places,  and 
feels  that  he  cannot  refuse  them.  Not 
desiring  to  have  even  a  dint  in  his  halo, 
lie  is  most  anxious  to  gratify  every  re- 
quest ;  but  that  is  not  the  position  a 
Postmaster-General  should  occupy.  The 
cry  for  centralization  has  grown  up 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years. 
In  the  early  days  of  Federation,  those  who 
clamoured  for  decentralization  were  small 
in  number;  but  to-day  nearly  every  honor- 
able member  is  in  favour  ^^fj^fg^P*** 
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The  Postmaster-General's  admissions  and 
tr»c  document  he  read  "to-day  proved  that 
the  whole  Department  is,  in  his  own  words, 
in  a  state  of  hopeless  muddle ;  and  there 
could  be  no  severer  condemnatitm.  He 
rt-minds  me  of  Stephen  B  lackmore  in 
Dickens'  Hard  Times,  who  thought  that  all 
the  world  was  a  muddle. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  scarcely  think  that  is 
correct. 

Mr.  WILKS.— At  any  rate,  I  think  that 
I  am  practically  correct.  'Even  if  the  Post- 
master-General had  Napole(»iic  ideas  and 
powers  of  organization,  he  could  scarcolv 
have  touched  the  fringe  of  the  work  neces- 
sary, during  the  five  m(»iths  he  has  been  in 
power.  The  Postmaster-General  has  called 
to  his  aid  two  colleafj^s  to  form  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  and  I  guarantee  that  it 
took  him  some  little  time  to  so  overcome 
his  jealousy  as  a  Minister  to  seek  for  this 
assistance.  I  hope  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  will  ever  be  jealous  as  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  his  Department,  and  not 
allow  any  interference;  because  it  is  his 
place  to  devise  a  progressive  policy,  and  to 
see  that  it  is  carried  out.  This  Department 
is  the  biggest  spending  Department  of  •'h^ 
Comnxxiwealth,  being  responsible  for  some 
;^3,ooo,ooo  per  annum. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  practically  the  only 
earning  Department. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Quite  so;  and,  with  wise 
admioistratitxif  it  could  be  made  a  greater 
earning  Department.  I  hope  before  long 
to  see  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
in  the  bands  of  Commissioners,  just  as  is 
the  administration  of  most  of  the  Aus- 
tralian railways.  Of  course,  there  must  be 
a  political  head,  but,  at  the  some  time,  I  am 
of  the  strong  opinion  that  the  Department 
ought  to  be  administered  by  Commissioners. 
The  Department,  according  to  all  accounts, 
is  in  a  very  similar  position  to  that  of 
the  Australian  Railways  Departments  be- 
tore  Commissioners  were  appointed ;  and 
my  sug^^estion  would  in  no  way  undermine 
the  position  of  the  Postmaster- General,  but 
rather  strengthen  it.  In  the  case  of  the 
railways  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales, 
a  lump  sum,  of,  I  believe,  ,000,000  per 
nontb  is  voted  to  the  Commissioners,  who 
are  respmsible  for  the  smooth  running  of 
the  machine.  I  hope  the  remarks  I  made 
previously  were  not  taken  in  a  perscmal 
sense  by  the  Postmaster- General. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  only  interjecticwi  to 
which  I  nu^t  object  is  that  in-  which  Jud- 
kins  was  mentioned. 
[360] 


Mr.  Thomson. — What  has  Judkins  to  do 
with  the  Postal  Department? 

Mr.  WILKS. — How  can  we  keep  an  ir- 
repressible man  like  Judkins  out  of  any- 
thing? As  a  matter  of  fact,  Judkins  wears 
a  halo  whidi  is  many  sizes  too  large  for 
the  Postmaster-General;  and  I  srt  the 
danger  of  too  much  Judkins'  influence  in 
the  Department.  It  is  absurd  to  •'observe 
in  the  newspapers  that  the  Postmaatcr- 
General  has  been  visiting  suburban  offices- 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  son» 
\v?akness  in  the  local  business  Lirraiige- 
ments.  That  is  no  work  for  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown;  and  I  am  sure  that  ilie  "Irea- 
surer,  for  instance,  would  leave  hiH  offi- 
cers to  report  before  taking  any  action.  I 
can  understand  the  humane  object  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  is  anxious  for  the 
welfare  of  the  employ^  in  his  Department 
The  Postmaster-General  can  easily  exceed 
his  duty  in  looking  after  the  welfare  of 
the  i>eople  under  his  charge.  If  hv  uses 
his  mental  faculties  in  devising  an  up-to- 
date  scheme  for  remedving  the  we-ikresses 
that  he  has  admitted,  he  will  justify  him- 
self. I  have  'one  or  two  grievances 
which  1  wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  honorable  gentleman.  The  fir.»it  case 
is  that  of  a  contractor  in  New  South  Whales 
who  undertook  some  construction  work  for 
the  Department.  He  found  that  he  could 
not  obtain  the  timber  that  he  required  on  a 
certain  day,  and  he  therefore  telegraphed 
to  his  workmen  in  Svdney  not  to  come  up 
country.  The  telegram  was  not  deliwred. 
The  officer  who  received  it  did  not  advise 
the  contractor  that,  there  being  a  ijulilic 
holiday  in  Sydney,  the  message  could  not 
be  delivered.  The  con,sequence  was  that 
this  contractor  had  to  pay  for 
travelling  expenses  for  his  workmem 
from  Sydney  to  Tamworth.  He  applied 
to  the  Department  for  a  refund.  They 
admitted  that  they  were  wrong,  but  the 
only  redress  thev  would  make  was  to  re- 
turn him  the  gd.  which  he  paid  for  the 
telegram.  They  refused  to  recoup  him  for 
his  out-of-pocket  ^penditure.  Of  course, 
thev  sheltered  themselves  behind  the  pro- 
vision that  in  accepting*  a  telegram  the  De- 
partment takes  no  responsibility.  That  is 
quite  right  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things; 
but  surely  when  a  contractor  is  put  to  ex- 
penditure because  the  Department  does 
not  advise  him  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  deliver  a  telegram  they  ought  to  recoup 
him  for  the  loss  thereby  occasioned.  The 
second  case  which  I  desire^o  brine  under 
the  notice  of  the>g%(9At5tW>yOgl^  An 
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fsfficial  in  a  subordinate  position  in  the  cen- 
tral c^ce,  Sydney,  was  the  subject  of  a 
complaint  by  a  fellow-oflScer.  He  was 
suspended,  and  an  inquiry  was  made  into 
the  allegations.  The  result  was  that  the 
Goroplaint  was  not  upheld,  the  suspension 
was  removed,  and  the  officer  was  exoner- 
ated. He  is  a  very  old  o&cer  of  the  De- 
partment, and  does  not  occupy  a  highly- 
paid  p(»iti(X).  In  fact,  he  is  employed 
in  the  stables.  He  was  put  to  the  expense 
of  engaging  a  legal  representative  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Board  of  Inquiry,  and  this 
cost  him  /Ij  7s.  Application  has  been 
made  to  recoup  him  the  expenditure  to 
which  he  was  put,  but  the  Department  has 
refused  to  entertain  the  claim.  I  think  it 
is  a  fair  one,  inasmuch  as  the  charge  against 
hill  was  not  sustained.  Not  being  a  man 
with  a  glib  tongue,  he  did  not  feel  com- 
petent to  defend  himself,  and  therefore  was 
compelled  to  employ  a  legal  ^epresentati^■e. 
The  Postmaster -General-  might  make  a  note 
of  the  case  with  a  view  of  seeing  that  the 
officer  receives  fair  treatment.  Another 
matter  which  I  desire  to  mention  is  the  re- 
gulation issued  by  the  Department  in  Kew 
South  Wales  granting  officers  leave  on  St. 
Patrick's  dav.  I  do  not  care  "a  tinker's 
continental  "  whether  St.  Patrick's  Dav, 
St.  Andrew's  Day.  St.  David's  Dav,  St. 
George's  Day,  or  St.  Kangaroo's  Dav  is 
celebrated.  The  latter  would  appeal  to 
me  as  an  Australian  most  of  all.  It  is 
al:out  time  Australia  had  a  saint  of  her 
own,  and  St.  Kangaroo  would  do  just 
.ibout  as  well  as  St.  Patrick,  St.  David, 
or  St.  George.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
ire  all  myths. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh  ! 

Wr.  WILKS.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  is  sufficiently  well  read 
to  know  that  what  I  am  saying  is  correct. 
The  myths  may  be  very  pleasant,  but  that 
does  not  alter  the  fact.  The  point  that 
I  wish  to  make  is  that  I  see  no  reason  why 
officers  should  lie  given  leave  on  St.  Pat- 
rick's day — esijeciaMy  in  Xew  South 
Wales,  where  there  is  not  a  procession — 
when  those  who  Ijelong  to  the  military 
forces  are  not  allowed  time  off  to  devote 
tliemselves  to  military  duties.  Some  of 
them  have  been  refused  leave  except  on 
the  payment  of  substitutes. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  altered  that. 

Mr.  WlLKS.^The  Minister  must  have 
altered  it  within  the  last  week,  then. 

Mr.    Mauger. — Within   the    last  few 


Mr.  WILKS.— It  would  be  very  inter- 
esting to  know  how  much  this  granting  of 
leaw  on  the  17th  March  cost  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  officers  should  be 
allowed  off  on  public  holidays. 

iMr.  WILKS.— St.  Patrick's  Day  is 
not  a  proclaimed  holiday  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter  personally. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  New  South  Wales 
officers,  however,  knew  enough  to  ask  for 
the  same  holiday,  as  they  were  aware 
that  the  Victorian"  officers  were  getting. 
It  certainly  is  not  in  accordance  with 
what  ought  to  be  that  officers  should  be 
allowed  off  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  whilst 
others  are  not  permitted,  without  expense 
to  themselves,  to  attend  to  what  the.  Prime 
Minister  calls  the  duties  of  full  citizen- 
ship. I  do  not  wish  to  deal  with  the 
Estimates  generally.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  had  sufficient  astuteness  to  re- 
cognise and  admit  the  deficiencies  in  his 
Department.  I  hope  that  the  Cabinet  Cwn- 
mittee  will  do  good.  I  am  not  very  fond 
of  Select  Committees  myself,  as  honorable 
members  know.  I  hope  to  see  the  Post- 
master-General become,  not  the  hunianc 
"  St.  Samivel,"  but  a  commercial  Post- 
master-General, fully  seized  of  the  import- 
ance of  a  sound  policy,  which  will  make 
more  money  for  the  Department  and  at  the 
same  time  give  an  improved  service  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Depart- 
ment cannot,  apparently,  keep  pace  with 
the  demands  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  methods  are  too  an- 
tiquated. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  a  question  of 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

Mr.  WILKS. — No,  it  is  a  question  of 
antiquated  administration.  The  Post- 
master-General admitted  that  himself 
when  he  said  that,  whilst  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General were  permitted  by  the  re- 
gulations to  do  certain  things,  they 
shirked  their  resijonsibilities  and  sent 
matters  on  to  the  central  office.  That  is 
the  reason,  he  said,  why  the  central  staff 
is  clogged  with  business.  That  is  an 
.Tilinisslon  that  the  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General  have  been  neglecting  the  observ- 
ance of  the  regulations,  and  intensifying 
the  harmful  policy  of  centralization.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  if  the 
Pcatmaster-General  of  tbe>  Commonwealth 
devoles  himself  ci0tizin»Mfcr«Q®gjTOcy  he 
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will  be  the  most  hard-worked  member  of 
the  Ministry.      I  have  had  two  personal 
interviews    with|    Postmasters- General  in 
their  office,  once  when  the  bcxiorable  mem- 
ber for  Cbolgardie  occupied  that  position, 
and  once  during  the  rig^me  of  Mr.  -Syd- 
ney Smith,  formerly  member   for.  Mac- 
quarie.    On  each  occasion  I  saw  the  Min- 
ister with  a   pile  of  papers  in  front  of 
him.     I  thought  it  was  a  case  of  "  dress- 
ing the  shop  window  "  to  give  the  appear- 
.  ance  of  having  an  enormous  amount  of  work 
to  do.      When    these    gentlemen  tried 
to  con\'ince  me  that  they  went  through 
all    these    papers,    and    examined  be- 
fore signing  ^em,   I  could  hardly  be- 
lieve it.    But  still,  if  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral does  his  duty,  and  is  desirous  of  mak- 
ing his  Department  up-to-date,  so  as  to 
meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, he  must  necessarily  be  a  very 
hard-wtxked  man.    I  shall'  not  detain  the 
Conmaittee  further.    I  do  not  even  intend 
to  use  the  Additional  Estimates  for  the 
purpose  of  making  observations  relative  to 
the  administration  of  the  Department.  I 
intend,  as  far  as  I  can,  to  give  fair  play 
to  the  Cabinet  Committee.    I  hope  that 
good  will  result  from  their  work.    I  trust 
that  the  final  result  will  be  to  put  the  De- 
partment under  the  management  of  Com- 
missioners.   No  hcMiorable  member  who  has 
belonged  to  a  Select  Committee  or  a  Royal 
CommisstCHi  can  have  failed  to  observe  how 
easy  it  is  for  those  in  authority  to  befog 
any  number  of  men  who  are  inquiring  into 
departm«ital  management.    It  is  too  much 
to  expect  that  departmental  officers  will  al- 
low a  Committee  to  find  out  who  is  exactly 
respcxisible  for  anything  that  goes  wrong. 
All  that  I  can  hope  is  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  find  a  means  of  clearing  up 
various  grievances,  and  will  formulate  an 
up-to-date  scheme  for  the  improvement  of 
the    Post    and    Telegraph    service.  The 
Minister  is  fortunate  in  being  able  to  get 
his  Estimates  through,  as  it  appears  that 
he  will  do.     It  shows  the  advantage  of 
using  the  oil-can  before  the  friction  is  re- 
vealed. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  13.12]. 
— I  feel,  a-s  previous  speakers  ha\'e  done, 
that  it  is  not  desirable  to  take  up  the  time 
of  the  Committee  with  the  discussion  of  the 
details  of  the  Postmaster- General's  Esti- 
mates. But,  as  the  representative  of  a 
country  district,  T  am  smarting  on  acrount 
of  the  want  of  action  of  the  Departm,;nt 
in  coping  with  demands  for  new  canstruc- 


the  demands  upon  it  have  been  abnwmal, 
especially  in  jS'ew  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  fail  to  see  how  it  is 
possible  to  keep  pace  with  such,  a  growth 
of  business  unless  the  Department  is  fur- 
nished with  plenty  of  money.    People  are 
naturally    dissatisfied,    and    have  over- 
whelmed  honorable   members   with  com- 
plaints about  the  deficiencies  of  the  service. 
Week  in  and  week  out,  we  have  been  urged 
to  get  this  or  that  new  telephone  con- 
structed.   In  the  northern  districts  of  New 
South  Wales,  we  have  been  reduced  to  such 
a  position,  in  regard  to  want  of  facilities  for 
coping  with  the  growing  business,  that 
people  have  had  to  pay  double  rates  to 
get  telegrams  through  at  all.    We  have  alio 
been  called  upon  to  wait  for  three  or  f«ir 
hours  if  we  did  not  care  to  pay  the  double 
rates.      In  view  of  the  fact  that  every 
facility  is  given  to  the  people  in  the  cities, 
who  have  so  many  more  facilities  than  have 
country  folks,  is.  it  fair  that  the  peqple 
in  the  country  should  be  treated  in  the 
manner  I  have  described  ?     Sometimes  I 
have  felt  inclined  to  blame  the  Postmaster* 
General,  but  after  hearing,  many  explana- 
tions, I  am  willing  to  attribute  most  of  the 
blame  to  the  want  of  money.     I  hope  that 
in  connexion  with  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates a  very  vigorous  construction  policy 
will  be  foreshadowed,  and  I  for  one  will 
be  only  too  willing  to  vote  in  the  directicm 
of  vastly  increasing  the  amount  to  be  spent 
by  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
I  look  at  this  matter  from  a  business  stand- 
point.    If  we  go  into  the  work  effectively 
and  provide  the  facilities,  the  ccmstruction 
has  only  to  be  done  once,  and  it  may  be 
improved  upon  at  a  later  period.  Al- 
though we  may  feel  the  burden  a  little 
heavy  for  the  time  being,  yet  in  future 
years  we  shall  reap  a  benefit.      Let  me 
cite  a  case  to  illustrate  the  slowness  in  the 
provision  of  facilities  in  the  country.  k 
few  months  .Tgo  the  residents  of  a  district 
in  my  electorate  asked  for  the  erection  of 
a  telephone  wire  between  Uralla  and  Ar 
midale,  which  are  onlv  twenty  odd  miles 
apart,  and  were  told  by  the  Department 
that   it   would   cost  some   thousands  of 
pounds.      That  seemed  to  me  an  absurd 
over-estim.^te  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
poles  were  already  erected,  and  that  it  was 
proposed  to  erect  the  wire  along  a  rail- 
way line.    There  must  be  bimgling  of  an 
unpardonable  character  in  the  Department 
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Mr.  Maucer.— I  believe,  that  the  ten- 
demy  is  to  over-estimate  the  cost,  and  to 
under -est imute  the  income  in  all  tiie  coun- 
try L'lises. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— That  is  the  tendency, 
I  think. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  time  that  we  got  that 
admission  from  the  Minister. 

Mr.  SIauger. — That  is  what  I  minuted. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — Again,  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  admitted  that  a  very  large 
number  of  temporary  hands  have  been  em- 
ployed. There  seems  to  be  an  injustice 
going  on  in  the  Department.  The  em- 
ployes consider  it  is  an  injustice,  and 
are  squirming;  under  it.  I  refer  to  the 
fact  that  men  are  placed  in  offices 
temporarily,  Init  are  not  given  the 
salaries  attached  thereto.  I  hope  that 
that  jiractice  will  be  abandoned.  If 
a  man  docs  the  work  of  an  ofB(x,  it  is 
very  hard  that  he  ^ould  not  get  the  re- 
muneration attached  thereto.  If  a  man 
docs  a  day's  work  as  a  miner,  he  gets  a 
miner's  pay,  and  that  practice  obtains  in 
roost  directions  under  prfvate  enterprise, 
f  am  not  one  of  those  who  would  advocate 
the  methods  of  private  enterprise  up  to  the 
hilt  in  running  this  Department.  I  re- 
gard post  offices,  telephones,  telegraphs, 
and  railways  as  facilities  that  create  other 
sources  of  revenue.  I  hope  that  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  will  not  be 
starxed  in  order  to  run  it  on  a  paying 
basis.  Efficiency  is  what  we  require,  even 
if  it  should  cost  a  little  more  than  we  now 
pay.  The  people  who  are  served  with 
thos:^  facilities  are  only  too  willing  to  con- 
tribute bv  taxation  in  other  ways  towards 
their  up-keep. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  cannot  have  efficiency 
if  we  employ  19,000  men  for  six  months, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  period  replace  them 
with  other  men,  who  have  to  learn  to  do 
the  work. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  trust  that  as  far  as 
possible  the  system  of  giving  temporary 
emplovment  will  be  knocked  on  the  head, 
in  order  to  remedy  the  injustice  which  is 
now  done.  I  find  that  this  curious  De- 
partment is  so  mismanaged  that  it  allows 
telegraph  repairers  to  finanre  their  own  ex- 
penses when  sent  abroad  to  do  its  work. 
Fancy  a  man  who  is  drawing  jQi  or  a 
week  l)eing  sent  off  on  an  experlition  in 
connL'xion  with  which,  perhaps,  j£to  or 
j£i2  out-of-pocket  expenses  will  have  to  be 
defrayed  .straight  away.  I  know  of  one 
where  the  man  in  charge  of  the  office 
rapowered  to  advance  the  money  on 


account,  and  to  charge  it,  but  I  know 
of  another  instance  where  a  telegraph  re- 
pairer was  not  granted  a  solitary  penny. 
These  cases  suggest  to  my  mind  a  very  lax 
method  of  administration.  I  do  not  know 
whether  to  lay  the  blame  upon  the  head 
Department  in  Melbourne  or.  upon  the 
branch  Department  in  New  South  Wales. 
I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
trouble  originates  w:th  the  local  adminis- 
traticxi.  Another  evil  method  from  which 
we  are  suffering  is  the  undermanning  of 
countr)  post-offices.  In  the  country  dis- 
tricts the  business  has  expanded  so  rapidly 
that  the  Department  has  not  enlarged  the 
staffs  in  order  to  meet  the  local  require- 
ments, and,  therefore,  the  people  are  suf- 
fering in  a  wholesale  way.  I  ask  the  Post- 
master General  to  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  slightly  overman  the 
country  offices. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Of  course,  the  honorable 
member  is  acquainted  with  the  routine 
through  which  I  have  to  go  before  I  can 
appoint  even  an  assistant? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  admit  that  it  is  a 
very  circumlocutory  method,  but  surely 
a  quicker  one  could  be  devised.  Fr<xn 
what  I  can  glean,  there  is  a  ridiculous 
want  of  organization  in  the  General  Post 
Office  at  Sydney,  and  it  is  necessarT,-  to 
place  at  its  head  a  strong  man,  who  will 
see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  employ^. 
I  recognise  that  the  employes  occupy  most 
important  positions.  Whether  they  are  cm 
the  lowest,  the  middle,  or  the  top  rung  of 
the  lad<ler.  they  should  be  treated  as  im- 
portant servants  of  the  State,  and  not  as 
slaves.  There  is  too  great  a  tendency  right 
through  the  Public  Service  to  ignore  the 
rights  of  the  employ^,  and  to  sweat  them. 
Let  us  properly  finance  the  Department  so 
that  it  can  expedite  its  business  a  tittle 
more  than  it  does,  give  additional  facilities 
to  those  who  go  far  out  as  pi(Mieers  to 
wrestle  with  all  kinds  of  bad  conditions, 
and  treat  the  employes  a  little  better  than 
men  are  treated  under  private  enterprise. 

Mr.  SAMPSON'  (Wimmera)  [3.22].— I 
admit  that  the  Postmaster-General  has 
made  some  herculean  efforts  to  grapple  with 
a  v^rv  rapidly  increasing  business,  but  it 
must  be  the  common  experience  of  honor- 
able members,  especially  of  those  who  re- 
present country  districts,  that,  so  far,  the 
Department  has  not  succeeded  in  coping 
satisfactory  with  the  demands  of  the 
people,  i  would  urge  upon  the  Minister 
the  necessity  of  pushing  on  more  speedily 
with  thp  «;ountr}-  service^--    It  has  been 
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advanced,  I  think  very  effectively,  by  the 
tuxiorable  member  for  Coolgardie,  that  one 
of  the  most  potent  means  in  the  future  to 
improve  the  conditiixis  of  country  life  wilt 
be  a  teleplume  line  to  almost  every  househdd. 
Under  the  present  departmental  methods, 
there  is  no  reasonable  chance  of  that  ser- 
vice being  provided  with  anything  like  the 
rapidity  with  which  it  should  be  done.  I 
was  very  pleased  to  hear  the  Minister  an- 
nounce that  he  intended  to  reduce  the  10 
per  cent,  guarantee  demanded  from  groups 
of  people  who  applv  for  a  telephone  ser- 
vice in  a  country  district.  I  hope  that  that 
exorbitant  charge  will  be  reduced  very  con- 
siderably. Judging  from  my  own  corre- 
spondence, and  from  interviews  with  the 
officers  and  the  Minister,  I  belie\'e  that  the 
Department  is  anxious  to  give  greater  pos- 
tal facilities  in  the  remote  country  districts. 
But,  so  far,  my  experience  has  been  that 
too  great  a  desire  has  been  shown  by  the 
Department  to  establish  tho.^e  facilities  on 
commercial  principles.  1  have  noticed  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  officers  to  inflate 
the  cost  of  construction  and  to  under- 
estimate the  probable  revenue. 

Mr.  Maugeb.— I  am  trying,  as  the  hon- 
orable member  knows,  to  get  a  cheaper  kind 
of  line  constructed  in  the  country  districts. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— That  is  correct.  In 
my  opinion,  these  services  are  rightly  con- 
ducted by  a  State  Department,  and  the 
great  advantage  which  the  whole  community 
should  derive  from  that  method  is  that  the\' 
can  employ  the  financial  strength  of  the 
State  to  assist,  for  developmental  purposes, 
the  remoter  districts  throughout  the  Con- 
tinent. That  should  be  recognised  as  the 
principal  advantage  which  the  whole  com- 
munity can  reap  from  the  existence  of 
a  State  Department  to  provide  postal, 
telegraph,  and  telephone  services.  .  I 
hope  that  the  Minister  will  initiate  a  > 
system  under  which  the  Department  can 
grant  post-crffices  in  pioneer  districts  on 
easier  terms  than  at  present,  t"hat  he  will 
provide  for  a  reduction  of  the  10  per  cent- 
guarantee  demanded  frcwn  country  districts 
prior  to  the  erecticxi  of  telephnie  lines ;  and 
that  he  will  endeavour  to  get  the  money 
with  which  to  proceed  mc^e  rapidly  with 
Ibe  works.  The  Treasurer  should  te  pre- 
pared to  provide  the  money  which  is  neces- 
sarv  for  an  expanding  Department  of  this 
description.  In  America,  I  understand, 
about  5  per  cent,  of  the  .population  are  con- 
nected with  the  telephcme  as  against  i  per 
cent,  in  Australia,  showing  that  we  are 
very  mucfi  Ixhind  in  that  regard.   I  admit 


that  in  America,  ^with  its  rery  large  popu- 
laticMi,  it  is  much  easier  to  grant  telephcxie 
facilities  on  a  commercial  basis  than,  it  is  in 
a  sparsely  settled  country  like  Australia. 

Mr..  Mauger.-.— In  America,  the  charges 
are  higher  than  our  charges. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— We  should  lead  the 
way  a  little.  We  should  not  look  ro 
America  or  any  other  country,  but  we 
should  be  prepared  to  formulate  a  forward 
policy.  I  do  not  know  of  anv  directicm  in 
which  the  State  m'ght  with  more  advantage 
pursue  a  progressive  policqr  than  in  this 
important  Department.  One  of  the  first 
facilities  which  should  be  granted  to  a  coun- 
T'v  district  is  a  postal  service,  and  the  next 
essential  convenience  is  a  telephone  service. 
I  hope  that  if  the  Postmaster- General  has 
not  sufficient  money  with  which  to  carrv  out 
various  necessary  works  to  give  adequate 
facilities  in  country  districts,  he  will  appeal 
successfully  to  the  Treasurer  to  grant  him 
what  he  needs. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  shall  have  to  appeal 
to  Parliament. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [3.30].— It 
is  very  satisfactory  to  hear  from  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wimmera  and  others 
some  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department.  This  testi- 
mony somewhat  counter -balances  the  at- 
tacks made  in  the  press,  and  which  have 
found  echo  here  in  projected  motions  of 
inquiry  into  the  management  of  the  Depart- 
m^t.  The  first  thint^  that  strikes  one 
about  these  complaints  is  that  considerable 
encouragement  to  make  them  has  ccxne  from 
the  rich  metropolitan  newspapers.  Something 
in  the  nature  of  a  standing  invitation  is 
offered  the  public  to  find  fault  with  the 
Post  Office.  If  we  inquire  why  that  should 
be  so,  we  discover  that  before  the  Ccan- 
monwealth  took  over  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  tons  of  newspapers  were 
carried  free  by  post.  This  gratuitous  ser- 
vice was  a  very  good  thing  for  these 
wealthv  newspapers,  whose  proprietors  thus 
received  an  enormous  subsidy  from  the 
public  Treasury.  It  would  be  unnatural 
to  expect  persons  deprived  of  so  consider- 
able an  advantage  to  be  other  than  dis- 
affected towards  the  power  responsible  for 
wrenching  it  from  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  know  that  the  Federal  manage- 
ment of  post  and  telegraph  business  has  re- 
sulted in  very  substantial  concessi<Kis  to  the 
general  public.  A  few  years  ago  it  cost 
3s.  to  send  a  message  of  ten  words  by 
telegraph  from  Western  A^straliato  Vic- 
toria.    Now  theD,^?e8MK^Jf)0gto 
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privilege  of  sending  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth a  message  of  'sixteen  words  fcH- 
is.   Many  other  advantages  have  been  con- 
ferred on  the  public,  and  these  were  only 
possible  because  the  Department  withdrew 
the  heavy  subsidy  obtained  by  wealthy 
newspaper  proprietors.     There   is,  there- 
fore, some  reason  why  these  gentry  should 
squeal  a    little  when  they  contrast  the 
sombre  present  with  their  rosy  past.  How- 
ever, after   discounting  much  that  is  said 
against  the  Department's  methods,  there  is 
a  residuum  of  reasonable  and  justifiable  dis- 
satisfactiwi.    We  should  not  be  blind  to 
the  fact  tnat  the   functicms  of  the  Post 
Ofiice  have  rapidly  expanded  during  recent 
years,  and  that  there  is  naturally  some  diffi- 
culty in  keeping  pace  with  the  increasing 
demands  of  the  public,  .  But,  reverting  for 
a   momoit  to   the    newspaper  agitation 
against-  the  Department,   another  reason 
may  be  added  to  account  for  this  journal- 
istic   hostility.     The    Postmaster- General 
very  properly  desired  sMne  time  ago  that 
those  who  made  use  of  the  telephwie  system 
should  pay  according  to  the  use  they  made 
of  it.     It  is  a  sound  principle  to  which  no 
man,   whether   Socialist  or  individualist, 
could  object — that  those  who  enjoy  advan- 
tages should  pay  in  accordance  with  the 
measure  of  the  advantage  they  enjoy.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Department  has 
not  had  the  courage  to  carry  out  this  re- 
form as  fully  as  it  should  have  done.  It 
confines  the  regulaticm  in  respect  of  toll 
telephones  to  those  applying  for  new  ser- 
vices.     I  think  that  the  principle  should 
be  applied  all  round,  and  that  establish- 
ments which  make  frequent  use  of  the  tele- 
phone should  pay  according  to  the  facili- 
ties afforded  to  them.    The  Government  ap- 
pears to  have  been   intimidated  by  the 
clamour  raised  by  the  metropolitan  press  in 
the  interest  of  a  small  class.    Are  Ministers 
going  to  be  content  with  a  system  which 
axnpels  the  general  taxpayer  to  make  good 
the  shortage  of  revenue  due  to  the  wealthy 
few  enjoying  telephonic  services  for  which 
rtiey  do  not  adequately  pay  ?   Let  us  hope 
not.   They  should  have  the  backbone  to  in- 
sist <Mi  a  uniform  method,  and  such  a  scale 
of  payment  as  will  save  those  unable  to 
afford  the  luxury  of  a  teleph(Mie  from  the 
injustice  of  being  taxed  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
ply of  this  convenience  to  the  opulent  class 
and  to  rich  trading  corporations.  These 
people  should  not  be  permitted  to  shift 
their  burdens  on  to  the  masses,  because  the 
latter  cannot   ccwnmand    the  influence  of 
powerful  newspapers.    Surely  the  commer- 
cial element  has  already  scored  sufficiently 

Mr.  MahoH. 


at  the  ex^nse  of  the  community  in  our 
outlay  (HI  the  ocean  mail  servicei  and  on 
the  Sydney  to  Melbourne  telephone  line. 
We  could  well,  afford  to  dispense  with  the 
expensive  OHitract  which  the  Government 
has  entered  into  for  the  carriage  of  ovo-- 
sea  mails.  All  impwtuit  business  being 
now  done  by  cable,  a  huge  subsidy  for  the 
oversea  carriage  of  mail  matter  is  really 
unnecessary.  Mails  could  be  sent  by 
poundage,  which  for  all  practical  purposes 
would  serve  us  as  well  as  the  present  ex- 
pensive ccmtract,  In  the  establishment  of 
the  Sydney-Melbourne  telephaie  line  the 
Government  have  incurred  a  very  large  ex- 
penditure which  would  better  have  been  de- 
voted to  extending  telegraphic  and  telephonic 
facilities  in  the  country  districts.  I  am  at 
one  with  the  honorable  members  for 
Wimmera,  New  England,  and  others  who 
have  referred  to  the  neglect  of  countrv  dis- 
tricts as  oxnpared  with  the  attention  'gi^-en 
to  the  requirements  of  large  centres  of 
population.  If  it  is  complained  the 
country  services  do  not  pay,  th^ 
Postmaster-General  should  let  us  have 
a  balance-sheet  showing  the  financial  re- 
sults of  the  Sydney -Melbourne  telephwie. 
He  can  have  no  interest  in  concealing  the 
true  position  of  that  work.  Many  honcw:- 
able  menibers  believe,  as  I  do,  that  it  is 
an  unnecessary  duplication,  conceived  and 
carried  out  in  the  interests  of  a  few  traders ; 
and  that  whatever  revenue  is  earned  by  this 
telephone  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  decrease  in  the  telegraphic  receipts.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  go  on  with  their  proposal 
to  establish  penny  postage  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  B'razer. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  thev  do? 

}U.  MAHON.— I  do  not.    I  think  thrff 
.  the   present   Postmaster-General  has  too 
much  sense  to  father  a  scheme  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  not  mv  babv. 

Mr.  MAHON.— If  that  Bill  becomes 
law,  we  shall  have  no  money  at  all  for 
extending  the  facilities  of  the  Department 
to  country  districts.  The  Government  will 
consult  its  own  as  well  as  the  interests  of 
the  country,  by  dropping  that  measure  from 
the  paper.  I  urge,  as  other  honorable 
members  have  done,  the  adoption  of  a 
more  liberal  pjolicv  with  regard  to  country 
districts,  a  policy  which  will  not  hesitate  to 
take  a  little  risk.  When  the  post  and 
telegraph  business  was  iipder  the  control- 
of  the  States,  i$^]mpi»(@<^¥@i  more 
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enterprise.  For  instance,  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia the  tel^raf^  surve>-or  followed  up 
the  prospector  vith  ^reat  promptitude. 
That  is  the  pn^r  policy  to  pursue  in  a 
Departmmt  <m  which  the  r^id  settlement 
of  the  country  so  largely  depends.  Such 
a  poHc>-  is  in  strong  omtrast  to  the  hesi- 
tating attitude  taken,  for  instance,  in  re- 
gard to  the  line  to  Black  Range,  in  my 
electorate.  There  the  Government  refused 
to  move  until  the  town  was  firmly  estab- 
lished, and  it  became  obvious  that  a  line 
would  pay  its  way.  The  Postmaster- 
General  being  a  '  great  oppwient  of 
sweating,  I  should  like  to  direct  his 
attention  to  the  sweating  that  goes  on  in 
connexion  with  small -allowance  <^ces  in 
remote  parts  of  Australia.  I  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  honorable  gentleman  the 
rase  of  a  man  who  in  six  months  received 
2,079  letters,  and  despatched  1,9°^'. 
handling  altogether  3,987  letters  in  that 
time.  This  was  apart  from  the  news- 
paper receipts.  The  revenue  of  this  post- 
office  for  the  period  mentioned  was 
jQiS  13s.  3d.,  and  despite  that  fact  the 
man  in  charge  is  paM  only  ^12  per  an- 
num. He  supplies  his  own  building,  and 
performs  all  the  labour  necessary  in  con- 
nexion with  the  crffice  for  the  magnificerft 
sum  of  j£i2  per  annum. 

Mr.  Mauger. — 'What  are  the  receipts? 

Mr.  MAHOX. — Apart  from  the  news- 
paper business,  the  receipts  would  amount 
to  nearly  j£40  per  annum.  I  admit  that 
this  cffictf  is  Rationed  in  a  very  remote 
centre,  and  that  it  costs  a  good  deal  of 
money  to  carry  a  mail  there.  I  mention 
it  as  a  typical  case,  illustrative  of  the  pre- 
meditated parsimony  of  the  Department  in 
its  allowances  to  postmasters  in  these 
outlying  places.  Another  matter  about 
which  I  have  to  complain  is  the  difliculty 
of  getting  telephcxies  in  country  districts. 
Much  as  has  been  said,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Department  has  constructed  more  than 
250  or  300  miles  of  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone lines  within  my  electorate,  despite 
the  r.ipid  increase  of  settlement  and  popu- 
lation. This  is  a  serious  matter.  Complaint 
must  also  be  made  of  the  same  denial  of 
money  order  facilities  to  new  townships. 
The  reason  ^ven  is  the  absence  of  a  bank, 
and  the  necessity  of  getdng  an  escort  to 
{votect  the  money  in  transmission  to  the 
nearest  town  possessing  a  bank.  That 
leenis  to  me  altogether  insuSicimt.  I  know 
of  one  place  wboe  nearly  100  adult  miners 
have  to  send  some  15  miles  for  a  mcney- 


order  to  their  wives  and  families.  That 
should  not  be.  These  men  must  go  into  the 
township  themselves  or  intrust  tht^r  money 
to  some  one  else,  and  in  such  cases  mon^ 
has  often  been  lost.  Where  there  is  an 
allowance  ofiice,  and  a  reliable  person  in 
charge,  the  Government  might  strain  a 
poirti,  and  permit  the  issue  of  money  orders 
and  postal  notes,  as  well  as  of  stamps. 
I  should  have  a  good  deal  more  to  say 
but  that  I  understand  there  is  some 
arrangement  about  putting  the  Estimates 
through  to-day,  and  that  we  shall  have 
another  opportunity  at  a  later  stage  of 
discussing  the  policy  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [3.45].— I 
quite  agree  that,  smce  Federation,  the  Pos- 
tal Department  has  been  conducted  much 
more  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  of  Aus- 
tralia than  previously,  and  that  the  postal 
employes  have  enjoyed  on  the  whole  bet- 
ter ccmditions  than  under  the  State 
authorities.  At  the  same  time  there 
seems  to  be  a  great  amount  of  discontent 
on  the  part  both  of  the  public  and  the 
employes.  The  view-point  of  the  public 
has  been  fairlv  stated  here  to-day,  and 
my  purpose  In  rising  is  to  say  a  few  words 
on  behalf  of  some  of  the  employes.  In 
October  of  last  year  I  brought  up  here 
the. case  of  the  retiring  allowance  of  a  re- 
tired postman  named  E.  J.  Dyer.  He 
was  a  letter-carrier  of  Newtown,  Sydney, 
and  his  claim  had  been  hanging  fire  from 
the  28th  September,  1905.  He  was  en- 
titled to  a  month's  salary  for  each  year 
of  service  prior  to  the  State  Act  of  1895. 
That  is  the  view  of  the  legal  authcfrities 
of  the  Commonwealth.  In  some  cases  that 
rate  of  payment  has  been  made,  but  in 
this  and  several  others  a  stoppage  has  oc- 
curred. Payment  at  the  rate  of  a  fort- 
night for  each  year  of  service  prior  to 
1895  has  been  made,  but  the  balance  of 
the  money  has  been  in  dispute.  When  we 
were  dealing  with  the  case  before,  I  sug- 
gested to  the  Postmaster-General  that,  as 
the  Commonwealth  authorities  were  quite 
certain  that  they  were  acting  within  the 
law  in  paying  the  maximum  amount  of  a 
month's  pay  for  each  year  of  service,  the 
Commonwealth  might,  if  the  State  authori- 
ties were  the  objecting  parties,  pay  the 
amount  and  deduct  it  from  the  balances 
returnable  to  the  States.  The  Fqstmaster- 
General  said  then  that  it  was  impossible 
to  do  that.  My  investigations  at  the 
Treasury  since  then  have  shown  me  that 
it  could  be  done,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
has  been  done  in  ^^^^OOqIc 
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Mr.  Mauger. — I  stated  then  what  I 
had  been  informed  by  the  Crown  Law 
authorities. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  practice  was 
continued  until  the  State  authorities  took 
steps  to  bring  a  case  before  the  High 
Court.  That  case  has  been  pending 
for  about  eighteen  months.  It  seems 
peculiar  that  the  Commonwealth  authori- 
ties should  leave  it  in  the  power  of  tin 
State  people,  to  whose  advantage  it  was 
for  the  case  not  to  be  heard,  to  let  the 
matter  lie  dwrnant.  During  the  last 
eighteen  months  a  large  number  of  other 
people's  cases,  including  the  constitutional 
question  in  regard  to  the  new  Excise,  have 
been  heard  and  decided  by  the  High 
Court,  whereas  this  particular  case,  aflFect- 
ing  the  rights  of  the  humble  employes  of 
the  Postal  Department,  has  been  allowed 
to  stand  aside.  If  it  had  been  the  case 
of  some  wealthy  merchant  like  Mr.  H.  V. 
McKay,  of  the  Sunshine  Harvester  Works, 
or  if  some  other  big  interests  had  been  at 
stake,  they  would  have  been  able  to  bring 
sufficient  influence  to  bear  to  have  their 
cases  heard  and  to  push  the  authoriries 
along  j  but  because  it  happens  to  involve 
only  a  few  small  letter-carriers  scattered 
throughout  the  different  States,  with  not 
much  influence  and  very  little  monev  to 
hurry  anything  along,  this  case  has  been 
allowed  to  drop. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Did  this  Govern- 
ment do  that? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes,  this  Govern- 
ment has  done  it,  and  the  right  honorable 
member,  when  he  was  Treasurer,  promised 
to  see  these  postal  employes  paid.  The 
Postmaster- General  has  surely  heard  sufll,- 
cient  of  these  claims  for  retiring  allow- 
ances to  be  able  to  make  some  definite  jjro- 
nouncement  to-day.  I  admit  that  the  State 
authorities  are  largely  blocking  the  matter. 
The  Commonwealth  should  not  allow  that. ' 
At  the  same  time,  the  postal  employes  who 
are  suffering  this  disajbilitv  ought  to 
thoroughly  unders'-and  that  it  is  the  State 
authorities,  and  not  so  much  the  Federal 
authorities,  who  are  pre^-enting  them  from 
securing  the  rights  given  to  them  under  the 
Federal  Constitution.  This  is  a  question, 
not  of  State  rights,  but  of  the  Federal 
rights  of  postal  employes  being  blocked  bv 
the  State  authorities.  In  August,  1905, 
the  Common wea  1  th  Treasurer  decided  to 
.pay  the  maximum  amount  in  these  cases, 
based  on  their  services  as  permanent  em- 
ploy^. In  July,  1906,  the  Federal  Attor- 
ney-General reomimended  that  the  amounts 


should  not  be  paid  pending  the  decision  ia 
the  case  which  the  State  had  instituted 
against  the  Commcmwealth  in  respect  to  the 
payment  of  the  maximum  amounts.  To 
show  how  the  State  authorities  are  cn- 
deavouring  to  block  the  matter,  I  desire  to 
quote  the  following  significant  paragraph 
from  a  letter  from  the  New  South  Wales 
Attorney-General's  Department^  dated  nth 
July,  1906 — 

I  have  to  add  that  in_yiew  of  the  fact  men- 
tioned in  previous  letters  from  this  Department 
th.it  it  has  been  decided  to  teat  the  legality  of 
the  action  of  the  Commonwealth  Goverament  to 

paying  gratuities  at  the  higher  rate  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  it  is  presumed  that  payment  at  such 
rate  will  not  be  made  pending  a  settlement 
of  the  matter. 

That  shows  distinctly  that  it  is  the  State 
authorities  who  are  suggesting  that  these 
letter-carriers  and  other  employes  entitled 
■to  retiring  allowances  should  not  receive 
the.-n  pending  the  decision  of  the  case  in 
the  High  Court,  which  is  to  come  on  fcr 
hearing  presumably  at  their  own  sweet  'vill. 
When  the  House  met  after  the  Christmas 
adjournment,  I  noticed  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  very  solicitous  for  cer- 
tain postal  employes,  ano  was  rather  von- 
cerned  that  he  had  not  been  invited  to  the 
picnics  and  demonstrations  of  the  postal 
employes,  whilst  members  from  other  sec- 
tions of  the  House,  notably  from  the 
Labour  corner,  were  being  invited.  I  ex- 
pect that  the  postal  employes  now  recognise 
in  which  quarter  of  the  House  their  friends 
are  to  be  found,  and  are  consequently  in- 
viting them  to  their  functitMis  and  pouring 
their  grievances  into  the  ears  of  those  who 
are  sympathetic  with  their  troubles.  Accord- 
ing to  Hansard,  No.  61,  of  this  session, 
page  8822,  the  right  h<morable  gentleman 
.said — 

But  wlien  officers  are  necessary  they  should 
be  treated  on  a  high  standard  of  fair-minded 
liberality.  I  am  afraid  there  ,ire  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  men  in  the  Post  and  Tclegrapli 
Department  who  are  not  treated  in  that  way — 
whose  salaries  are  insufficient.  I  know  of  one 
man  of  twenty  years*  service  who  is  in  charge 
of  an  important  branch,  and  has  no  black  mark 
against  him,  whose  salary  is  j£i6o  per  year. 

That  is  a  startling  discovery  for  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  to  make.  As  cooi- 
pared  with  a  number  of  less  fortunate 
cmpIo)es,  that  man's  circumstances  are 
happy.  I  could  give  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  cases  of  letter  carriers,  with  no 
black  marks  against  them,  getting  far  less. 
I  may  mention  that  of  H.  Cooper,  assistant 
letter  carrier  at  Fetersham--Darticulars 
will    be    found^igiiifd  ^mt^^^i^^^&tweaUh 
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Gas£iie,  No.  23.  page  126— with  twenty  teen  years.  In  the  assistant  grade,  with 
years  sen-ica,  and  a  salary  of  £110  a  twelve  promotions  per  vear,  it  would  take 
year.  Compare  that  case  with  the  one  fifteen  years  before  the 'last  of  the  181  em- 
brought  forward  by  the  leader  of  the  Op-  ployfe  could  receive  promotion,  and  so  ol> 
position.  In  that  mail  s  grade,  there  are  tain  over  j£iio  per  annum.  Thev  would 
179  on  the  same  lavel  as  himself,  and  it  then  rise  to  £114  per  annum.  It  would 
will  be  mipossible  for  him  under  the  pre-  be  seventeen  vears  before  thev  could  reach 
sent  system  to  nse  above  £110  a  year  for  £126  per  annum,  and  th:rtv-two  years  be- 
about  seventeen  years,  although  he  has  ai-  fore  they  could  reach  £1x3  per  mnum 
readv  had  twenty  years'  service.  Another  The  average  length  of  service  in  that  grade 
case  IS  that  of  W.  R.  Morrisey,  assistant  is  ten  years,  in  competition  with  letter 
letter  earner  at  the  Sydney  General  Post  carriers  in  the  top  grade  for  vacant  posi- 
Office.  He  has  a  most  important  beat,  he  tions  as  sorters  are  fortv-one  seiiioras- 
has  had  seventeen  years'  service,  and  his  sistants  at  from  ^132  10^138  per  annum 
salary  is  £iiq  a  year.  Particulars  will  be  In  competition  with  the  letter  carriers  iii 
found  in  the  Commonwealth  Gazette^  No.  second  grade  for  promotion  there  are 
33»  page  60.  These  are,  not  isolated  fifteen  senior  assistants  at  from  ^120  to 
cases.  These  employes  have  no  pos-  A 126  per  annum,  and  sixteen  mail  dri\*ers 
sibie  hope  of  promotion  under  the  ;£"4  to  £126  per  annum 
present  grading  system.  A  salary  of  I"  competition  with  the  lowest  grade  there 
£110  a  year  ought  to  be  the  mini-  H°  general  assistants  seeking  positions 
mum,  and  employ^  with  long  service  ought  in  _  the  next  grade,  of  letter  carriers.  I 
to  be  g:\-en  an  opportunity  of  rising  to  a  think  that  the  Postmaster-Generai  ought 
maximum  of.  say,  ^156  a  year.  I  should  to  be  in  a  position  to  grant  some  relief 
like  to  place  the  position  and  prospects  of  ^'r*  Mauger. — I  have  no  control  over 
these  letter  carriers  before  the  Postmaster-  the  matter.  The  question  is  one  for  the 
Genera!  and  the  House.  Thev  are  divided  I'liblic  Service  Commissi(»ier,  whose  De- 
into  three  grades.  The  lowest  is  that  of  P^rtment  is  under  the  Minister  of  Hrane 
assistant    letter    carrier,  and    then   ccme  Affairs. 

grade  i  and  grade  2.    Those  in  grade  2  ^Ir.  J.  H.   CATTS. — It  will  be  seen 

are  eligible  in  turn  for  promotion  to  the  f-rom  the  statements  I  have  made  that  it  is 

position  of  sorter.    Under  the  grading  svs-  inipo5sible  for  these  letter  carriers  to  im- 

tem,  it  has  been  decided  that  one-third  of  prove  their  position,    At  least  one-third  of 

the  letter  carriers  shall  be  in  each  of  the  them  can  nerer  hope  to  obtain  a  salarv  of 

three  grades.    In   the  assistant's  grade,  more  than  £110  per  annum.      The  term 

there  are  at  present,  in  New  South  Wales,  "assistant  letter  carrier"  is  a  misnomer. 

181  employfe  at  £iro  per  annum.    They  have  three  grades,  all  doing  the  same 

ceceive  no  increments.    In  grade  i,  there  work,  although  varying  salaries  are  paid, 

are  179   employes,    receiving   salaries  of  Mr.  Mauger. — I  think  that  the  honor'- 

fjom  £114  to  £126  per  annum.    In  that  able  meniber  will  find  that  the  Public  Ser- 

grade  there  are  payable  two  increments  of  vice  Commissioner  is  proposing  some' change 

£6    per    year.      In    grade    2,    there  in  that  regard. 

are  179  employes,  whose  salaries  Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS. — I  hope  that  the 
range  ircan  ;^i32  to  ;i^i38  per  annum,  in  Commissioner  will  give  consideration  to  the 
that  grade  one  increment  of  £6  being  pay-  facts  that  I  am  now  putting  before  the 
able.  PrOTnotiwi  oxurs  from  those  pos?-  Committee.  Why  should  swne  letter  car- 
tions  to  the  position  of  sorter.  The  aver-  riers  be  condemned  lo  receive  for  all  time 
age  rate  of  prcanotion  since  the  introduction  a  salary  of  aaXy  £110  per  annum,  whilst 
of  the  grading  system  has  been  twelve  per  otheri^  can  work  up  to  ;^i38  per  annum, 
year,  so  there  is  very  little  hope  for  the  Annual  increments  should,  in  my  opinion, 
^reat*bulk  of  these  men  to  obtain  prcwno-  be  substituted  for  the  grading  svstem,' 
tion.  It  would  take  fifteen  years,  at  the  and  all  letter  carriers  should  have  an  op- 
rate  of  twelve  promotions  per  year,  for  r-ortunity  to  rise  to  a  maximum  of  per 
all  those  m  the  top  grade  to  make  progress,  annum.  Such  a  wage  would  enable  them 
The  average  service  in  that  grade  is  seven-  t''  keep  themselves  and  their  families  in 
teen  years.  The  average  rate  of  promotion  some  degree  of  comfort.  At  present  the 
in  grade  1  has  also  been  twelve  per  year,  grading  system  is  nothing  but  a  farce.  In 
and  it  would  take  fifteen  years  for  all  those  the  General  Post  Office,  Sydney,  assistants 
m  the  grade  to  recnve  promotion.  The  and  No.  i  grade  letter  carriers,  e 
average  service  in  ?hat  instance  is  four-  ployed  as  sorters  at'^jW^jgiio  fe;^! 
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per  annum ,  a  Uhough  sorters'  worlc  is 
valued  at  from  ^£138  to  ^^^162  per  annum. 
The  services  of  permanent  letter  carriers 
are  being  utilized  for  sorting,  so  that  the 
work  may  be  done  at  a  cheaper  rate.  A 
number  of  the  letter  carriers  in  the  highest 
grade  have  passed  the  necessary  examination 
to  qualify  for  the  position  of  sorters,  and 
they  were  given  to  understand  a  little  while 
ago  that  they  would  be  promoted.  No  pro- 
motions have  yet  been  made,  and  these  men 
are  still  doing  scoters'  work  for  less  than 
a  sorters'  pay.  The  Public  Service  Com-: 
missioner  has  determined  that  the  hours  of 
duty  for  a  letter  carrier  shall  be  eighty- 
eigli*t  per  fortnight,  with  one  day  of  four 
hours  off  per  week.  Ninety-six  hours  T>er 
fortnight  must  be  worked  before  overtime 
can  be  claimed.  The  letter  carriers  in 
the  Sydney  -General  Post  Office  average 
ninety-six  hours  per  fortnight,  and  although 
effect  should  have  been  given  twelve  months 
agD  to  the  ruling  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferred, there  has  been  no  time  off  in  lieu 
of  payment  for  overtime,  and  no  weekly 
half-holiday  has  been  allowed.  In  the 
country  and  suburban  districts,  a  number 
of  letter  carriers  work  frwn  no  to  120 
hours  per  fortnight,  with  no  time  off  in  lieu 
of  payment  for  overtime.  As  typical  cases, 
I  would  Doint  out  that  two  letter  carriers 
at  Woollongong  are  working  1 10  hours  oer 
fortnight,  three  at  Lithgow  120  hours 
fortnight,  and  one  at  Blackheath  working 
118  hours  per  fortnight.  There  are  many 
others  in  exactly  the  same  position. 

Mr.  Page. — How  do  they  manage  to  put 
in  so  manv  hours  per  fortnight? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— They  have  a  great 
deal  of  broken  time.  They  staxt  at  an 
earlv  hour,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  mid- 
night before  they  finish. 

Mr.  Page. — Surely  they  are  not  deliver- 
ing letters  all  the  lime. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Certainly  not. 
I.etter  carriers,  perhaps,  get  two  hours  crff 
about  noon,  but  that  is  absolutely  useless 
to  them,  since  it  is  occupied  in  going  to 
and  from  their  homes.  They  have  to  be  in 
attendance  ftOm  fourteen  to  sixteen  hours 
in  order  to  do  ten  hours'  work.  Their  at- 
tendance commences  very  often  af6  or  6.40 
a.m.,  and  finishes  at  from  8  p.m.  till  mid- 
night. Letter  carriers  in  the  General  Post 
Office.  Sydney,  hixe  to  assist  in  opening 
mail  bags,  trucking  mails,  and  handling 
them  as  they  arrive  on  the  lift.  In  the 
suouner  months  the  men  so  employed  are 

'ltd  iQ  p^piration  before  thfey  set 


out  on  their  beats. '  I  hear  an  hooor^l? 
member  cynically  crj  ing  "  shame." 

Mr.  Hedges. — Who  said  that? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  do  not  know. 
The  honorable  member  makes  a  readv  re- 
sponse, and  if  the  cap  fits  him  he  may  wear 
it.  These  men  are  bathed  in  perspiration, 
and  often  tired  out  before  leaving  the  office 
for  their  beats.  Their  work  begins  at  from 
6  a.m.  to  6.3/0  a.m.,  and.  as  a  rule, 
they  have  no  opportunity  to  get 
breakfast  until  10  a.m.  Wh«i  the  Post- 
master-General was  in  Sydney  recoitly,  he 
promised  the  letter  carriers  who  have'  now 
to  assist  in  handling  mail-bags  at  the 
General  Post  Office,  that  porters  should  be 
employed  in  that  capacity,  just  as  they  are 
in  the  General  Post  Office,  Melbourne. 
Although  the  promise  was  made  some  time 
ago,  the  desired  reform  has  not  yet  been 
carried  out.  The  men  are  beginning  to 
dou4}t  whether  the  Po&tmaster-General  wa& 
really  sincere  or  simply  made  the  promise 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  them. 

Mr.  Maucer. — The  promise  was  made 
not  nine  weeks  ago,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  gira  effect  to  it  in  less  than  sevei> 
months.  We  have  to  make  provision  on 
the  Estimates  for  the  change,  and  tber» 
adopt  the  procedure  I  have  indicated. 
.  Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  hope  that  the 
Postmaster-General  will  grant  the  pro- 
mised relief.  Letter  carriers  should  not 
be  called  upon  to  do  such  work  before  they 
set  out  on  their  ordinary  rounds.  There 
is  room  for  very  great  improvmient  in  the 
admin  istratifxi  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
Sydney.  The  Postmaster-General  has 
told  us  that  he  favours  a  policy  of  decen- 
tralization, and  is  doing  his  best  to  induce 
the  Deputy  Postmaster- General  in  each 
State  to  accept  some  larger  measure  of  re- 
sponsibility, but  thatj  so  far,  there  seem^ 
to  be  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
controlling  officers  in  the  different  States 
to  accept  the  responsibilities  of  their  posi- 
tion, and  that  consequently  there  is  an  ac' 
cumulaticKi  of  work  in  the  central  c^Sce 
and  business  is  blocked.  If  that  is  the 
position,  will  any  purpose  be  served  by 
our  giving  the  Postmaster-General  authority 
to  carry  out  such  a  sdieme?  It  would 
seem  that  his  efforts  to  secure  decentraliza- 
licHi  must  be  impotent  when  officers  refuse 
to  carry  out  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter; 
of  the  instructicxis  given  to  them.  I  find 
no  pleasure  in  ctxistantly  duxming  the  De- 
partment in  respect  of  the  grievances  of 
employes.  I  should  be  glad  if  ti»re  were 
in  operatioa  a  ijgrtemb^tbatOii^a^eEUiUe 
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the  postal  employ^  to  obtain  their  rights, 
and  to  fairly  put  their  grievances  before 
the  Department,  so  that  they  could  be 
finally  dealt  with  there.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  we  find  that  these  men  are 
compelled  to  go  outside  the  Department  to 
seek  redress  of  i  their  grievances,  because 
of  small  minded  and  indifferent  adminis- 
tration within,  and  have  to  induce  their  re- 
presentatives in  Parliament  to  put  ques- 
tions to  Ministers  in  the  House,  and  to 
bting  politu:al  ii^uence  to  bear  in  order 
that  scone  attention  may  be  paid  to  their 
complaints.  That  is  due  largely,  to  the 
lack  of  sympathy  shown  by  the  officers  con- 
trolling the  Department.  They  seem  to  be 
afraid  that  their  decisions  will  be  can- 
vassed, and  omsequentiy  they  do  not  give 
the  CTiploy6s  under  them  an  opportunity 
of  \-entilating  their  grievances  within  the 
Department.  As  I  know  that  a  number  of 
honwable  members  desire  to  catch  their 
trains,  and  the  hour  is  late,  I  should  be 
glad  if  the  Postmaster-General  would  agree 
to  progress  being  reported. 

'i>lT.  Maugek. — ^The  honorable  member 
will  have  another  opportunity  to  discuss 
these  matters  cm  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  opportunity 
to  discuss  these  matters  on  the  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates  will  be  very  restricted.  It 
is  cmly  once  a  year  that  we  have  an. oppor- 
tunity to  put  befcxe  the  Minister  aiid  the 
Committee  our  views  on  this  question,  and 
}  think  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  it. 
There  is  another  matter  affecting  the  for- 
age allowance  to  letter  carriers  that  I  de- 
sire to  bring  forward.  The  men  have  re- 
peatedly asked  that  the  fwage  allowance 
of  I2S.  per  week  should  be  increased  to 
14s.  per  week,  or  as.  per  day.  Instead 
of  that  request  being  granted,  however,  it 
has  been  laid  down  that  no  allowance  for 
forajge  shall  be  made  in  respect  of  a  tetter 
earner's  day  off,  so  that  the  payment  has 
really  been  redu(^  to  iis.  per  week.  Is 
i^  nc^  absurd  that  a  man  should  not  be  al- 
lowed anything  for  the  keep  of  h^  horse 
on  his  day  off?  These  officers  must  prac- 
tically starve  their  hwses  or  provide  for 
them  out  of  their  meagre  salaries. 

Mr.  Page. — Cannot  a  man  keep  a  horse 
on  lis.  per  week? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— For  some  months 
fodder  in  the  metropolitan  districts  has 
been  very  scarce,  and  prices  have  been 
high. 

Mr.,  Page.— No. 


Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  admit  that  the 
pnces  at  the  present  time  are  a  little 
easier,  but  they  have  been  very  high.  The 
letter  carriers,  the  men  on  the  lowest  nmg 
of  thte  official  ladder,  should  be  the  first 
to  receive  consideration,  and  1  certainly 
hope  that  the  Minister  will  take  action  in 
the  cases  I  have  brought  under  his  notice, 
especially  the  claim  for  retiring  allowance. 
The  Commonwealth  authorities  are  'of 
opinion  that  those  who  retire  are  entitled 
to  a  month's  pay  for  each  year  of  service. 
But  because  of  a  technical  quibble  bv  the 
authorities  of  the  States,  they  are  not  re- 
oeiring  it.  If  the  Commonwealth  reading 
of  the  law  is  correct,  the  men  should  re- 
ceive what  is  their  due,  and,  if  necessary, 
legislation  should  be  introduced  to  prevent 
them  from  being  deprived  of  what  they 
have  all  alOTg  looked  forward  to  as  the 
reward  for  long  service  and  a  provisiwi  f or 
old  age. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4. 18]. 
— I  shall  not  discuss  the  Estimates  at  length, 
because,  while  I  felt  indignant  about  the 
manner  in  which  postal  administration  has 
been  conducted  in  New  South  Wales,  I 
found  on  inquiry  that  the  Minister  is  not 
responsible,,  and  that  the  blame- for  the  in- 
efficiency about  which  there  has  been  so 
many  complaints,  rests  with  the  Treasurer. 
Therefore,  on  the  Treasury  Estimates  I 
ventilated  many  of  the '  grievances  I 
had  to  submit  against  the  postal  ad- 
ministration. There  are,  however,  one 
or  two  other  matters  to  which  I  should 
like  to  refer  now.  As  a  Ministerial 
Committee  has  been  appointed  to  investi- 
gate die  administraticHi  of  the  Department, 
and  as  further  proposals  fw  expenditure 
in  connexion  with  the  Department  are  to  be 
brought  fwward,  I  shall  content  myself  on 
this  occasion  with  a  reference  to  these  mat- 
ters. In  New  South  Wales,  the  feeling  is 
growing  that  the  contract  post-<^^  svstem 
leads  to  a  great  deal  of  sweating.  A  num- 
ber of  staff  offices  have  been  made  contract 
offices,  and  private  persons  put  in  charge 
of  them.  Nothing  is  to  be  said  against  the 
conduct  of  those  in  charge  of  contract 
offices,  though  the  public  would  naturally 
prefer  official  postmasters  and  postmis- 
trwses ;  but  it  is  complained  that  so  much 
work  is  required,  and  so  little  pay  is 
given,  that  the  offices  are  nothing  less  than 
sweating  shops.  A  number  of  these  offices 
were  contracted  for  on  the  understanding 
that  only  certain  duties  would  be  required; 
but  the  new  system  for  checking  telephone 
business  is  so  mipifee  bjiadOBemSl,  that 
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it  involves  a  great  deal  of  additional  work, 
and  one  postmistress  informed  me  that  it 
takes  her  txvelve  hours  at  the  end  of  each 
■week  to  deal  with  all  the  documents  con- 
nected with  it,  no  additional  allowance 
being  made  for  the  extra  work.  1  hope 
that  the  Postnraster-General  will  remove 
the  sti^a  which  now  justly  attaches  to 
the  contact  system,  of  being  a  sweating 
institution.  With  regard  to  the  mail  con- 
tractors, I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  case 
of  Considera:ble  hardship.  lo  Temora  ther^ 
is  a  contractor  who  undertook  to  carr^  the 
mails  between  the  post-oflke  and  the  rail- 
way station,  but,  during  the  term  of  his 
contract,  a  new  railway  line  was  opened 
up,  and  he  was  required  to  put  on  an  extra 
relay  of  coaches,  and  do  additional  work 
without  any  increase  of  pay.  He  has  told 
me  that  he  is  being  required  to  do  this 
work  because  his  cwitract  stipulated  that 
he  should  make  so  many  trips  a  day,  or 
more  if  required.  But  there  was  no  indi- 
caticw  that  he  would  have  a  regular  daily 
additional  service  to  perform.  What  he 
understood  was  that  he  would  be  required 
to  perform  whatever  extra  work  was  to  be 
done  in  consequence  of  a  break-down  or  an 
additional  service  of  a  special  nature.  In 
his  case  the  Department  was  guilty  of  an 
injustice  of  which  a  private  person  would 
not  be  guilty.  Were  a  service  discontinued 
during  the  term  of  the  contract,  the  De- 
partment would  reduce  the  payment  pro- 
portionately, and  yet  it  imposes  addi- 
tional services  without  extra  reward. 
I  Rope  that  the  Postmaster-General  will 
see  that  ordinary  (Ximmercial  morality 
is  observed  in  the  dealings  with  the 
officers  of  the  Department,  and  that,  in 
the  case  of  contractc»'s,  there  are  not 
imposed  conditions  which  private  people 
would  rKver  think  of  suggesting.  I 
have  no  desire  now  to  deal  with  the 
Estimates  of  the  Department ;  and  I 
content  myself  with  pressing  on  the  Minis- 
ter the  necessity  for  doing  away  with 
sweating  conditions  in  contract  c^ces,  and 
of  dealing  with  contractors  in  an  hc»iest 
straightforward  way,  setting  out  clearly  at 
the  outset  the  whole  of  the  conditicuis.  I 
specially  commend  the  ^tention  of  the 
Postmaster-Goieml  to  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint in  connexion  wfth  the  Mundooran 
and  Temora  contracts,  in  regard  to  which 
there  have  for  years  been  many  com- 
plaints. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.27].-<-I  had  intended  to  address  myself 
to  the  Estimates  of  the  Postmaster-General, 


but  time  does  not  permit  of  my  doing  so. 
However,  I  understand  that  the  Additi<Mial 
Estimates  are  very  important,  and  that 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  deal  with 
these  on  Tuesday ;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
the  Estimates  now  before  us  might  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  without  further  discussion. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [4. 28].— It 
is  all  very  well  for  the  deputy  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  say  that  he  desires  to  ex- 
pedite public  business;  but  I  have  two 
Cfxnplaints  which  I  desire  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  CcHnmittee.  One  com- 
plaint, which  I  have  voiced  on  many  occa- 
sicms,  is  that,  not  only  this  Government, 
but  every  preceding  Government,  have  fol- 
lowed the  bad  practice  initiated  in  New 
South  Wales  of  not  submitting  the  Esti- 
mates until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  prac- 
tically all  the  money  has  been  spent.  The 
Opposition  might  render  valuable  assist- 
ance if  they  could  induce  the  Government 
to  submit  the  Estimates  earlier,  when  hcwi- 
orable  members  would  have  some  control 
over  the  expenditure.  The  Estimates  for 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  were 
submitted  only  to-day,  somewhere  about 
the  luncheon  hour,  and  honorable  members 
who  have  grievances  to  i%ntilate  are  now 
asked  to  neglect  their  duty,  and  allow  the 
votes  to  pass  without  discussion.  The  first 
matter  I  desire  to  bring  under  notice  is  the 
sweating  which  goes  on  throughout  the 
whole  service.  I  ask  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral when  he  is  going  to  invite  Parliament 
to  take  steps  to  protect  the  public  servants, 
who  are  beinq  harassed,  and  are  not  re-, 
ceiving  that  fair  plav  which  they  are  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner?  All  responsibility  is  pIaoe<I 
on  the  shoulders  of  that  gentleman;  but. 
as  we  know,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  deal 
with  every  detail,  and  he  has  to  depend  on 
the  reports  of  others  in  the  matter  of 
classification  and  so  forth.  A  Public  Ser- 
vice Coramissiwier  was  appointed  in  wder 
to  remove  political  influence  and  favoritism, 
which  resulted  in  officers  of  merit  being  re- 
tained in  the  lower  grades  of  the  service, 
whilst  others,  with  inferior  qualifications, 
were  promoted.  I  point  out,  however,  that 
at  that  time  any  civil  servant  who  felt  ag- 
grieved could  approach  a  member  of  Par- 
liament with  a  view  to  a  ventilation  of 
the  grievance,  and  if  the  member  or  Minis- 
ter did  anything  wrong,  he  was  responsible 
to  Parliaiiient.  This  kept  in  check  any- 
thing like  undue  influence ;  hut  it  was  con- 
sidered that  a  reform  was  llpquired,  and 
the  Public  Service  Commtssidber^a^  ap- 
pointed.    I  say  RimieSliit^^Krf©*?^  and 
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with  all  dup  deference  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice C<Hninissioner,  and  without  reflecting 
on  him  persctfially  in  any  way,  that  there 
is  more  favoritism  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments to-day  than  there  was  under  the  old 
conditions. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  undertake  to  say  that, 
if  such  be  the  case,  it  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  Public  Service  Canmissioner. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  just  said  so, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  place  the  responsi- 
bility on  the  shoulders  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  believe,  ho^vever,  that 
the  honcM-able  member  is  largely  right. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  believe  that  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  is  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  favoritism  which  is  shown, 
and  that  he  acts  in  good  faith  on  the  reports 
he  receives.  It  is  notorious,  however,  that 
the  whole  Public  Service  is  seething  with 
discontent  Aien  who  have  been  in  the  ser- 
vice for  many  years,  who  are  without  a 
black  mark  againA  them,  &nd  who  arc 
ready  to  undergo  any  practical  examina- 
tion, find  themselves  anchored,  while 
juniors  by  the  dozens  ar^  placed  over  their 
heads. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  s<Hne  of  the  subordinate  officers  are 
mainly  responsible. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Commissioner, 
in  my  opinion,  is  above  showing  any 
favoritism.  The  fault  lies  with  the  su- 
perior officers  in  the  metropolitan  and  other 
central  districts.  If  an  unfortunate  public 
servant  cannot  get  their  favour  he  has  no 
chance  of  advancement.  I  have  here  lists  of 
cases,  though  I  do  not  intend  to  mention 
them  individually,  because,  under  existing 
conditions,  if  it  is  known,  no  matter  how 
seriously  aggrieved  a  public  servant  may 
be,  that  he  has  been  in  communication  with 
a  member  of  Parliament,  a  black  mark  is 
put  against  his  name,  and  he  is  informed 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  re- 
gulation so-and-so.  A  system  of  favoritism 
prevails.  There  is  no  right  of  appeal. 
There  is  no  redress,  unless  this  Parliament 
is  prepared  to  give  it.  A  youth  who  enters 
the  service  sees  a  goal  before  him,  and 
hopes  that  by  moving  on  step  by  step,  and 
by  the  proper  perfOTmance  of  his  duties, 
he  may  ultimately  reach  to  a  good  grade 
and  a  good  salary.  But  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  him  to  do  so  under  existing 
conditions.  I  know  of  meritorious  officers 
who  have  be&a  absolutely  passed  over  by 
their  superiors,  who  have  preferred  to  cai- 
sult  other  officers  hundreds  of  miles  away. 
Except  an  officer  has  the  good  fortune  to 


be  in  touch  with  the  metropolitan  centres 
he  has  very  little  chance  of  advarctment. 
Influenr^*  of  various  kinds  is  at  work  in. 
cliil>s  ;ind  in  other  quarters,  and  many  ex- 
cellent public  servants  are  befomiiij,'  dis- 
gusted with  the  conditions  which  exist. 
So  strong  has  this  fe^'ling  Lccome- 
that,  as  the  Minister  knows,  in  one- 
case  that  I  brought  before  the  House  aotat 
time  ago,  an  oSkst  of  twenty  years'  experi- 
ence, without  a  black  mark  against  his 
name,  became  so  disgusted  that  he  re- 
signed, and  wmt  to  earn  his  bread  outside 
the  service.  Other  crflicers  are  prepared  to 
do  the  same. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Was  that  in 
Xew  South  Wales? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes.  If  I  were  to 
mention  the  particular  place,  it  might  iiave 
the  effect  of  putting  a  black  mark  against 
the  names  of  other  crfficers  there. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — I  hope  we 
shall  never  introduce  pditical  favoritism 
again. 

-Mr.  CHANTER. — I  would  sooner  have 
that  than  the  departmental  and  club 
favoritism  which  prevails  now. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Then  we 
should  have  Black  Wednesdays  now  and 
again. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Can  the  honorable 
me:nber  point  to  an  instance  in  Xew  S<iuth 
Wales,  where  it  was  ever  proved  that  jkiH- 
tical  influence  inflicted  a  wrong  upon  any 
officer  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  loaded  the 
service,  and  retarded  the  promotion  of 
many  good  officers. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  suppose  that  there  is  no  political 
influence  now?  There  is  another  road  than 
the  political  by  which  influence  may  be- 
exerted.  I-et  me  give  one  instance.  At 
the  Deniliquin  Post-office — one  of  the  most 
important  offices  in  New  South  Wales ;  a 
repeating  staticHi  with  quadrupling  ma- 
chines— there  are  men  who  have  been 
twenty  years  in  the  service.  But  thev  have 
been  passed  over  for  promoticm.  On  whose 
report?  On  that  of  the  head  of  the  office? 
No;  but  on  the  report  of  the  head  of  the 
central  office  in  Sydney,  who  never  saw  the 
(^cers,  and  knows  nothing  at  all  about 
them.  He  could  ascertain,  if  he  chose, 
that  they  are  good,  practical  men,  with  no 
black  mark  against  them.  Who  were  the 
juniors  who  were  put  over  their  heads? 
Thev  were  men  from  favoured  circles 
where  these  influences  are^t  work.  I  know 
these  facts,  an^.gfti^^  ^pp@DgWW  @iember» 
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know  them,  too.  Influences  are  used  by 
little  circles  within  departmental  rooms. 
Any  one  who  cares  to  make  inquiri^,  as  I 
have  d<wie,  will  find  that  very  drastic 
changes  are  necessary  to  bring  about  a  feel- 
ing of  cOTitentment  in  the  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms and  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ments. One  would  suppose  that  when  pro- 
moticHis  had  to  be  made  infOTmation  would 
be  (4)tained  straight  from  the  (^fices  where 
officers  were  employed. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  head  is 
always  oxisulted. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  heads  are  not 
consulted  at  all.  Others  are  G(xtsulted  who 
know  nothing  about  the  oSioera  whose  in- 
terests are  concerned.  Oflkers  are  passed 
along  in  grades.  I  want  the  Minister  to 
explain  upon  what  principle  these  grades 
are  arranged. 

Mr.  Maugfji. — The  honorable  member 
must  ask  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  asking  the 
Minister  administering  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department.  I  am  just  about  tired 
of  always  being  shifted  on  to  the  Public 
Service  CcHumissioner.  The  Minister  has 
some  power  if  he  chooses  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  no  power  what- 
ever regarding  grading  and  classification. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  heard  that 
Statement  from  other  Ministers.  But  we 
cmce  had  a  strong  man  in  New  South 
Wales,  who  had  the  courage  to  administer 
his  Department  properly.  I  allude  to  the 
late  John  Want,  who  exercised  his  powers 
as  Minister  in  spite  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner.- 

Mr.  M  AUGER. — Would  the  honorable 
mtanber  counsel  the  Minister  to  break  the 
law  which  Parliament  has  made? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  3o  not  grow  Jack 
Wants  every  dav. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Minister  should 
be  in  a  position  to  exercise  a  little  control 
over  his  Department.  It  is  a  bad  thing 
for  the  administration  of  any  Department 
when  its  Minister  is  not  endowed  with  that 
authority.  All  that  a  Minister  can  do  now, 
apparently,  is  to  submit  a  recommendation 
to  the  Public  Ser\'ice  Conmissioner.  He 
has  not  the  power  to  appcont  an  oflice- 
cleaner,  or  even  to  engage  a  temporary 
hand. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  quite  correct. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  that  a  proper  state 
of  affairs  to  exist?  Who  should  be  in  a 
better  position  to  form  an  accurate  judg- 
AHpt  than  the  man  who  is  responsible  for 


the  administratifxi  of  a  Department?  It 
is  absolutelv  unfair  to  a  Minister  to  foist 
upon  him  junior  officers  inferior  in  merit 
to  senior  cheers.  If  he  were  a  strong  man, 
he  would  act  as  the  late  Honorable  J.  H. 
Want  did  in  New  South  Wales,  and  have 
his  own  wav  in  that  respect.  Under  the 
Public  Ser\-ice  Act,  there_  are  six  classifi- 
cations, namely,  lA,  zA,  iB,  2B,  iC, 
and  2C ;  and  to  the  various  classifications, 
of  course,  different  salaries  are  attached._ 
Without  any  examination,  junior  c^c^rs  are 
appointed  over  the  heads  of  senior  officers. 
I  think  that  public  officers  have  a  just 
right  to  claim  that  they  should  be  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  dancmstrate  whether  or 
not  they  possess  greater  merit,  more  prac- 
tical knowledge,  and  a  riper  experience. 
At  the  present  time,  that  oppartunity-  is 
denied  to  them.  Is  that  fair?  I  invite, 
not  only  the  Minister,  but  honorable  mem- 
bers generally,  to  look  at  the  matter  from 
that  stand-point.  Under  the  old  regime,  the 
complaint  was  that  favoritism  was  shown, 
and  it  was  continuously  urged  that  if  the 
Public  Service  were  put  under  a  Commis- 
sioner it  would  be  removed,  and  the  cancers 
would  advance  step  by  step  and  frcxn  grade 
to  grade  by  order  of  seniority,  contingent 
upon  the  possession  of  merit.' 

Mr.  McWiLLiAUS. — That  is  not  bnng 
done  now. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Exactly  ;  and  that  is 
what  1  complain  of.  We  have  a  greater 
evil  than  the  one  which  existed  in  those 
days.  Senicwity  does  not  count  at  all ;  but 
who  is  to  judge  of  a  man's  merit? 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^A  biased  man. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  want  to  know  what 
step  the  Postmaster-Genera  [  proposes  to 
take  to  remove  this  particular  grievance  of 
the  officers,  because  the  discontent  5s 
greater  in  his  Department  than  in  any 
other.  It  has  become  so  grave  a  matter 
that  honorable  members  will  find  them- 
seU'es  bound  to  interfere,  and  to  press  the 
Ministry  in  power  to  nmend  the  law,  in 
order  to  do  justice  to  public  officers.  On 
that  phase  of  the  subject,  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  dwell  at  greater  length,  be- 
cause I  believe  that  there  is  hardly  a  mem- 
ber who  does  not  indorse  my  views.  Some- 
thing has  been  said  in  reference  to  con- 
tracts and  sweating.  In  another  sphere  of 
life,  the  honorable  ^tlonan  at  the'  head 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  has 
taken  a  very  lively  interest — for  which  T 
commend  him — in  preventing  sweating. 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  I  ha>e  done  a  great 
deal  to  cure  it  heresi^fi^byCiOOgTe 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— I  give  my  honorable 
friend  credit  for  what  he  has  done,  both 
privately  arid  ministerially,  so  far  as  his 
limited  opportunities  and  powers  have  per- 
mitted him  to  do.  Hitherto,  the  people  of 
a  whole  district  have  been  provided  with 
an  official  post-office  and  an  official  tele- 
.graph  office,  under  officials  controlled  by 
the  Department.  But  now,  from  the  conn- 
mercial  or  other  point  of  view,  the  rule 
has  beoi  laid  down  that  if  an  office  fails 
to  return  an  annual  revenue  of  ^^400,  tl.e 
official  in  charge  shail  be  removed  and  re- 
placed by  some  one  who  has  contracted  for 
the  oflSce.  In  other  cases,  there  is  an  allow- 
ance <*ce,  and  it  is  more  particularly  cor>- 
ceming  the  latter  that  I  desire  to  speak, 
because  in  a  great  many  cases  th<Me  who 
hold  contract  offices  are  the  offendars  by 
having  put  in  tenders  at  too  low  a  price. 

Mr.  Mauger. — My  predecessor  made  a 
provision  that  all  craitract  crfficers  are  to  be 
paid  a  minimum  allowance  of  jQiio  a  year, 
and  that  is  being  paid  now. 

Mr.  CHAXTER.— I  am  tery  glad  to 
hear  that.  The  allowances  to  which  I  refer 
start  with  the  munificent  sum  of  £5  per 
year,  and  the  person  in  charge  of  the  office 
IS  supposed  to  be  present  from  8  a.m.  to 
6  p.m.,  to  do  the  necessary  work,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  mails,  and  in  swne  cases  to  rise 
at  midnight  or  2  a.m.  to  .receive  and  de- 
liver mails.  In  the  latter  case,  the  allow- 
ance might  amount  to  j£io  a  year.  A  little 
more  is  gi*en  where  a  person  has  to  attend 
to  telephones.  I  believe  that  £25  or  £30 
a  \ear  is  the  whole  amount  which  a  person 
revives  for  doing  all  the  postal  work  of 
a  dirfrict,  attending  to  the  telephcmes,  and 
receiving  and  despatching  mails,  although 
he  provides  his  own  residence.  If  that  is 
not  sweating  of  the  worst  possible  type.  I 
do  not  know  what  is.  That  is  done  under 
the  \*ery  eye  of  the  Department.  I  admit 
that  it  cannot  make  any  change  unless  it 
has  monev,  but  it  ought  to  take  strong  mea- 
sures to  see  that  an  equivalent  is  given  for 
the -services  which  are  rendered  m  allow- 
ance offices  in  country  places, 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  that  is  what  we  in- 
variably endeaTOur  to  do.  I  admit  that 
there  are  cases  where  an  alteration  must  be 
made;  but  the  hon<»-able  m«nber  will  agree 
with  me  that  there  are  also  cases  where  a 
person  has  taken  an  allowance  office  in  con- 
junction with  a  store,  given  up  the  sti^, 
and  lived  on  the  allowance.  We  are  not 
responsible  for  the  occurrence  of  such 
cases. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— There  may  be  excep- 
tional cases  of  that  kind.  The  honorable 
gentleman  will  recollect  that,  only  a  week 
ago,  I  introduced  to  him  a  deputaticm  from 
a  very  impOTtant  farming  district  regarding 
the  case  of  a  lady  who,  for  doing  all  the 
post  and  telephoie  wwk,  and  pro\'iding  her 
own  residence,  received  a  paltry  sum,  to- 
gether with  a  paltry  commission  on  e\'erv 
telegram  that  she  received  and  despatched. 

Mr.  Atkinson.— Does  the  honorable 
member  know  the  amount  of  the  salary  in 
that  case? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  was  under  ^30. 

Mr,  Mauger.— -What  were  the  receipts 
of  the  office? 

Mr.  CkANTER.— A  member  of  the 
deputation  told  the  Minister  that  they 
amounted  to  ^£79  per  annum.  An  honor- 
able member  has  stated  that  the  Depart- 
ment is  earning  more  mone/  in  the  metro- 
politan centres  than  in  the  country,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  is  doing  much  more  in 
the  former  places  than  in  the  latter.  But 
is  it  to  be  locked  upon  purely  as  a  com- 
mercial Department,  which  is  to  ac:  like  a 
shire,  and  to  spend  in  a  locality  the  money 
which  has  been  collected  tlierein  ?  Is  it 
not  intended  to  be  a  Department  for  the 
convenience  and  development  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, rather  than  one  in.  which 
finance  must  be  stiidi,?d  verv  closely  ? 
I  have  always  held  that  this  Department 
cannot  .ind  should  hot  for  manv  years  to 
come  be  worked  on  commercial  lines.  We 
must  extend  post  and  telegraph  facilities 
to  the  country  districts  whether  it  will  pay 
immediatelv  to  do  so  or  not.  I  suppose 
that  every  member  of  the  Committee  h^s 
had  the  same  experience  in  connexion  with 
applications  made  for  the  extension  of 
IKJstal  facilities.  An  application  for  a 
service  is  put  in,  and  a  reply  is  sent  to 
the  effect  that  the  revenue  is  estimated  at 
a  certain  amount,  and  that  as  the  cost  of 
the  service  would  be  greater  than  the  esti- 
mated revenue,  the  Department  do  not  see 
their  way  to  grant  the  apnlication.  I  have 
in  mind  a  case  where  a  bi-weekly  mail  ser- 
vice between  Wanganella  and  Deniliquin 
was,  in  accordance  with  the  determination 
to  run  the  Department  on  commercial  lines, 
reduced  to  a  weekly  service,  which  was  of 
no  practical  use  to  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict, because  it  did  not  fit  in  with  other 
mail  services.  The  Department  was  asked 
to  continue  the  convenience,  which  the  resi- 
dents had  enjoyed  for  the  past  twenty  vears 
to  my  knowledge,  and  because  the  service 
cost  the  Department  bgtjireen  £yo  and 

Digitized  by  LaOOgTC 


10172 


Estimites.        [RKI'KKSKXTATJVES.]  Estimates. 


j^8o  per  annum,  and  tfie  revenue  from  it 
was  only  between  j£^o  and  £as  per  an- 
num, the  paltry  difference  between  revenue 
and  expenditure  may  prevent  the  resump- 
tion of  the  bi-weekly  service. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — I  had  a  case  where 
the  Department  was  offered  a  clear  profit 
of  38  per  cent,  on  the  outlay,  and  they 
wojld  not  undertake  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  case  to  which  I 
have  just  referred  is  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Minister  or  his  offirers,  and  the 
peopli  concerned  have  offered  to  pay  the 
difference  between  revenue  and  expenditure 
out  of  their  own  pockets.  A  similar  course 
is  being  adopted  in  many  other  cases. 
Similar  complaints  must  be  made  in  con- 
nexion with  applications  for  the  extension 
of  telephone  services.  I  have  referred  to 
the  case  of  a  postmistress  in  charge  of  an 
allowance  post  office,  who,  finding  her  own 
house  .Tnd  attending  to  the  work  of  the 
Deiiartmeiit,  received  the  munificent  sum  of 
jQ-o  per  annum. 

Mr.  Maucer. — That  is  hardly  a  fair 
wav  to  put  it.  She  must  live  in  her  house, 
and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  these  people 
applv  for  the  positimi.  and  aie  paid  in  pro- 
portion to  the  work  they  do. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  some  cases  that 
may  be  sn,  but  in  others  I  have  known  a 
house  to  1  e  built  for  the  purpose.  The 
postmistress  to  whom  I  have  referred  is 
now  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  tele- 
phone business. 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  she  gets  so  much  for 
evp-v  call  on  the  telephone. 

Air.  CHANTER.— She  gets  a  miserable 
commission  on  all  telegrams,  which 
amounts  to  jQz  12s.  6d.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What   commission  does 
she  get? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— T  cannot  say  from 
memory,  but  the  whole  of  the  particulars 
were  supplied  by  the  members  of  a  depu- 
tation that  I  introduced  to  the  Minister  a 
week  or  two  ago.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  there  is  sweating  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  the  Minister,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Treasurer,  should  say 
whether  this  kind  of  thing  is  to  continue, 
or  whether  it  is  not  betto  that  they  should 
take  some  of  the  surplus  revenue  earned  ia 
metropdlitan  centres  to  provide  facilities 
which  would  add  a  little  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  people  in  the  country 
districts,  who,  under  trying  conditions,  are 
doint;  as  valuable  work  for  the  Common- 
wealth as  is  being  done  by  the  residents  of 
large  centres  of  population.      There  is 


another  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to 
direct  attention,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Echuca  is  not  pre- 
sent to  deal  with  it.     The  residents  of  a 
place  called  Gunbower,  which  is  about 
thirty  miles   from   Echuca,   applied  for 
telephone  connexion  with  that  town.  In 
reply  to  the  application,  the  Department 
asked  the  resident^  a  number  of  questions, 
and  amongst  them  the  Question,  "What  will 
you  guarantee?"     A  guarantee  to  pav  the 
interest  on  the  whole  cost  of  construction 
of  the  line  for  a  term  of  seven  years  was 
offered  by  a  resident  of  undoubted  means. 
Not  satisfied  with  this  guarantee,  the  De- 
partment replied,  "We  want  vou  to  supplv 
m  many  score  of  telegraph  ^wles  free  of 
cost,  pnd  to  arrange  with  the  owners  of 
properties  along  the  line  for  the  use  of  the 
wire  on  their  fences."      That  condition 
niso  was  complied  with,  and  then  a  report 
from  the  district  inspector  was  called  for. 
He  advised  the  Department  that  he  di-l 
not  see  any  prospect,  at  the  end  of  the  term 
of  seven  years  that  the  line  would  pav,  anH 
therefore  his  recommendation  was  against 
Its  construction.      In  spite  of  the  general 
demand  for  land  for  settlement  that  is  be- 
ing forced  upon  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States,  as  well  as  the  Federal  Parliament, 
this  ofiicer  undertook  to  sav  that  this  dis- 
trict  would   remain   stationary   for  seven 
years.      To-day  I  received  a  communica- 
tion, which  I  should  have  asked  the  honor- 
able member  for  Echuca  to  deal  with  if  be 
had  been  present;  in  which  I  am  informed 
that  a  further  report  has  been  made  bv  the 
district  inspector,  and  that,  althougli  he 
admits  that  he  has  been  told  by  the  guar- 
antor of  the  tine,  who  is  a  large  station- 
holder,  that  he  intends  to  cut  up  a  consider- 
able area  of  his  station  property  for  dairv 
farming,  he  still  says  that  there  will  be  no 
increase  of  population  in  the  di.strict  at  the 
close  of  the  seven  years'  period  for  which 
the  guarantee  has  been  offered.     How,  in 
the  face  of  the  general  demand  for  land, 
any  man  of  common  sense  can  sav  that 
a    district    which    is    known    to  te 
suitable     for     agricultural  development 
will   remain   stationary   for   seven  years. 
I    am    at    a    loss    to    understand.  I 
wish  to  diaw  attention  to  another  matter, 
which  applies  more   to  the  metropolitan 
than  the  country  districts.     A*  telegram, 
perhaps  of  the    greatest    importance,  is 
brought  to  a  house  by  a  telegraph  messen- 
ger.     In  .some  cases  that  I  know  of  he 
does  not  even  take  the  trouble  to  knock  or 
ring,  but  lea\-es  under  the^tgr  ^^ard 
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with  which  he  is  supplied,  having  marked 
on  it  the  words,  "  not  at  home,"  and  taTces 
the  telegram  back  to  the  office. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If  the  honorable,  mem- 
ber will  supply  me  with  the  particulars  of 
such  an  instance  I  will  at  once  report  it 
to  the  Public  Service  Commissi<xier,  and 
have  the  person  respOTsible  suspended. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  this  case  the 
ofTender  was  a  boy.  I  mention  it  be- 
cause it  was  my  own  experience.  An  ex- 
ceedingly important  telegram  was  sieal  to 
me.  A  card  was  placed  under  the  dow, 
saying,  "not  at  home."  The  telegram 
was  returned  to  the  station,  and  yet  my 
wife  and  myself  had  never  left  the  house 
for  the  whole  of  that  day. 

Mr.  Mauger. — How  long  ago  was  that? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— About  a  month  ago. 
I  mention  it  now  for  the  first  time.  I  do 
not  want  to  get  the  boy  sacked.  Mj  ob- 
ject' is  to  point  to  the  practice,  so  that  the 
Minister  may  make  provision  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  shall  happen  in  the  future.  I 
gave  the  boy  a  good  talking  to  afterwards, 
pointing  out  how  wrong  it  was  for  him  to 
do  a  thing  of  that  kind.  But  where  is 
the  necessity  for  taking  a  _  telegram 
back  in  such  a  case?  Would  it  not 
he  as  easy  to  put  the  telegrant  under 
the  d  or  as  to  put  the  card  there? 
Jf  the  [tflegram  is  not  left,  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  addressed  may  have  to 
go  a  considerable  distance  to  the'  telegraph- 
c&cc  foe  it,  and  may  find  the  office  closed. 
In  OTie  case  which  I  know  of,  where  the 
person  concerned  was  reallv  not  at  iKwne, 
he  went  to  the  telegraph  office  when  he  re- 
turned, but  failed  to  get  the  telegram  until 
the  next  morning,  because  the  office  was 
closed.  It  was  a  serious  matter  for  him, 
because  if  he  had  received  the  telegram 
at  night  he  could  have  taken  the  train  early 
next  morning  and  been  at  the  bedside  of 
a.  dying  relative. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Surely  that  was  his  mis- 
fortune, through  being  out.  Nottody  was 
to  blame  for  that 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  would  not  have 
happened  if  the  telegram  had  been  put 
under  the  door. 

Mr,  Mauger. — There  are  many  strcaig 
reasons  why  that  should  not  be  done. 
What  guarantee  would  there  be  that  the 
telegram  had  reached  the  person  for  whom 
it  was  intended? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Could  not  the  mes- 
senger inform  the  authorities  at  the  tele- 
grai^-office  that  he  had  put  the  telegram 
under  the  door?   Who  would  be  likely  to 


remove  the  telegram?  Besides,  most  of  the 
suburban  houses  now  have  letter-boxes, 
which  can  be  locked.  A  telegram  could 
be  put  in  the  letter-box,  and  if  necessary 
a  card  could  be  put  under  the  door  stat- 
ing, "Telegram  put  in  letter-box," 

Mr.  Mauger. — In  Melbourne  and  sub- 
urbs, not  5  per  cent,  of  the  houses  have 
letter-boxes. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  doubt  that,  but  in 
any  case  does  the  honorable  member  think 
that  the  practice  is  a  proper  one? 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  the  most  effecti\-e 
way  that  I  know  of  up  to  date. 

Mr.  OHANTER.— This  is  the  only 
State  where  I  have  known  it  to  be  done. 
It  was  not  done  in  New  South  Wales.  On 
what  system  is  the  Department  worked 
with  regard  to  telegraphic  and  postal 
centres  ?  The  present  arrangements  are 
most  peculiar.  For  instance,  Malvern  and 
Caulfield  adjoin,  the  boundary  being  the 
railway  line.  The  Malvern  post-o^»_  is 
practically  alongside  the  Malvern  railway 
station,  but  if  you  cross  the  line  you  are 
in  Caulfield.  The  Caulfield  office  is 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  away.  A  letter 
or  telegram  addressed  to  a  person  living  in 
Caulfield,  practically  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  Malvern  post-office,  is  sent  a  mile 
and  a-half  away  to  the  Caulfield  post- 
office,  and  then  back  practically  the  same 
distance  before  it  is  delivered. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— And  letters  that 
arrive  in  Melbourne  at  7  in  the  morn- 
ing are  not  delivered  in  that  district  until 
6  o'clock  at  night. 

Mr.  CHANTER,— That  is  because 
letters  are  sent  back  and  forward  in  the 
way  I  have  described.  Why  cannot  each 
post-office  be  taken  as  a  centre  from  which 
to  supply  a  certain  radius? 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  system  is  being 
worked  out  at  the  present'moment, 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  it.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  point  out 
what  has  been  happening  in  that  regard, 
because  it  was  a  serious  inconvenience,  and 
often  caused  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
letters  and  telegrams.  I  should  like  to 
hear  some  pronouncement  frcwn  the  Min- 
ister as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
previous  Postmaster-General  for  universal 
penny  postage  for  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.— That  Bill  is  dead. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  think  it  is. 
Some  remedy  should  be  found  for  the  evils 
which  I  am  about  to  recount.  I  want 
uniformity  in  the  Commonwealth — one 
postage  stamp,  o^.^,v%lji^oog[e 


10174  EslimaUs.        REPRESENTATIVES.]  Estimatef. 


The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
WiLKs). — Order  of  the  Day  No.  14 — 
"Postal  Rates  Bill" — deals  with  that 
matter.  I  cannot  allow  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  discuss  it  now. 

Mr,  CHANTER.— I  do  not  think  that 
that  Bill  quite  covers  the  question.  At  any 
rate,  the  question  has  been  discussed  here 
before  without  exception  being  taken  to  it. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
WiLKs). — Yes ;  but  I  am '  in  the  chair 
now. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then,  are  we  to 
understand  that  the  rulings  of  the  Chair 
are  not  to  be  uniform  ?  Shall  I  be 
in  order  in  stating  that,  owing  to  a  practice 
of  the  Department,  my  constituents  are  con- 
stantly being  called  upon  to  ipay  into  the 
revenue  mote  than  thev  ought  to  do.  Com- 
plaint is  very  goieral  in  my  electorate, 
which  is  on  the  Victorian  border,  that  busi- 
ness people  and  others  in  this  State,  who 
are  accustomed  to  penny  postage,  frequently 
place  only  aid.  stamp  on  letters  addressed 
to  mv  constituents,  with  the  result  that,  as 
penny  postage  is  non-existent  there,  the  ad- 
dressees are  called  upon  to  pay  not  onlv 
the  deficient  postage,  but  a  50  per  cent- 
■fine.  I  do  not  know  on  what  principle  that 
system  is  based,  but  it  ought  to  be  abol- 
ished. I  am  constantly  in  receipt  of  com- 
plaints from  Municipal  Councils,  Prc^jress 
Associations,  and  other  bodies,  in  respect  of 
this  surcharge.  In  many  cases,  people  re- 
fuse to  accept  delivery  of  letters  insuffi- 
ciently stamped.  The  difficulty  might  be 
overcome  by  the  adoption  or  the  zone 
system.  The  Department  should  provide 
that  letters  bearing  only  a  penny  stamp 
shall  be  delivered  within  a  certain  distance 
of  the  border. 

Mr.  Maugek. — That  alteration  could  not 
b.;  made  without  an  amendment  of  the  law. 

Mj.  CHANTER.— Then  the  law  ought 
to  be  amended.  The  cure  is  universal 
postage.  If  we  cannot  obtain  penny  post- 
age throughout  the  Cranmonwealth,  we 
should  have  a  general  two-penny  postage, 
so  that  all  the  States  would  be  treated 
alike. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Victoria  has  to  finance 
her  own  postal  system. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— But  that  state  of 
affairs  will  not  last  much  longer.  Since 
the  Minister  is  not  agreeable  to  progress 
bwng  leported,  I  shall  pause  to  give  him 
an  opportunity  to  r^ly  to  the  cwnplaints 
that  have  been  made. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
TiaSter-General)  [5.20].— Dealing  first 


with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kalgoorlie  that  what  he 
described  as  full  civil  rights  should  be 
granted  to  members  of  the  Commonwealth 
Public  Service,  I  take  it  that  he  means 
that  any  member  of  the  service  should  have 
a  right  at  any  time  to  obtain  extended  leave 
to  enable  him  to  contest  a  parliamentarv  or 
municipal  election. 

Mr.  Fhazer. — I  say  full  civil  rights. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Public  Service 
Commissioner  has  ^ery  strong  views  with 
regard  to  the  desirableness  of  allowing 
public  servants  the  privilege  of  contesting 
parliamentary  elections,  and  the  hontxrable 
member's  own  party  in  one  of  the  States 
is  divided  on  the  question.  I  have  no 
personal  opinion  to  offer  at  this  jundture, 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  Cabinet  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Frazeb.— What  justification  has  the 
honorable  member  for  asserting  that  our 
partv  is  divided  on  the  question? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — My  justification  is  that 
in  Queensland  a  State  ofiicer  resigned  his 
post  for  the  purpose  of  contesting  a  Stale 
parliamentary  election,  and  that  his  rctn- 
statement  by  the  Philp  Government  was 
strongly  opposed  bv  the  Labour  Pwtx. 
members  of  which  contended  that  since  he 
had  resigned  his  position  in  the  service,  he 
sliould  not  bo  allowed  to  resume  it. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Had  he  stood  as  a 
Labour  candidate,  he  would  not  have  been 
reinstated. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Government  have 

not  considered  the  question. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman, — I  refused  under 
the  law  to  reinstate  one  man,  and  he  was 
returned  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  know  that  cases  of 
the  kind  have  occurred,  and  there  is  a 
strong  diversity  of  opinion,  quite  irrespec- 
tive of  party  consideration,  as  to  the  ad* 
visableness  of  the  course  suggested  by  the 
honorable  member.  Before  any  member  of 
the  Government  could  express  an  opinicm  on 
so  important  a  question,  it  would  have  to 
be  considered  by  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Are  all  questions  relat- 
ing to  civil  rights  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole  ? 

Mr.  MAUCER— The  honorable  membei 
could  not  expect  me  to  express  my  own 
pei^onal  opinion  on  to  important  a  matter. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne. — The  question  is  one 
whidi  must  be  considered  by  the  Govern- 
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Mr.  Frazer. — The  Government  have  to 
OHisider  whether  ptd>lic  servants  should 
have  full  civil  rights. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  member 
mav  put  it  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  do. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  are  thousands  of 
private  employers  who  would  insist  upon 
an  employe  resigning  his  position  before 
cxwitesting  a  parliamentary  election,  and 
none  would  venture  to  say  that  that  was  a 
deprivation  of  civil  rights.  There  are 
two  sides  to  the  question.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Kalgoorlie  also  urged  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  with  the 
Railway  Departments  of  the  States  for  the 
issue  of  privilege  tickets  to  members  of  the 
Coomionwealth  Public  Service  stationed 
in  isolated  districts  when  on  leave. 
I  shall  make  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  States  Government,  and  shall  do 
my  best  to  obtain  for  Federal  public  ser- 
vants any  privilege  at  present  enjoyed  in 
that  regard  by  State  servants. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — We  should  hare  to 
pav  for  such  concessions. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  States  own  the 
railways,  so  that  their  position  is  very  dif- 
ferent frcxn  our  own.  I  sympathize  with 
public  ser\-ants  in  remote  districts,  who  have 
t3  suffer  the  disadvantages  of  climate  and 
isolaticm,  and  anything  I  or  the  Govemmwit 
can  do  to  help  them  will  be  done.  As  to 
the  question  of  allowance  offices,  I  may  say 
that  I  have  called  for  a  comprehensive  re- 
port to  enable  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  present  system,  and  its  bearing  on  indi- 
vidual cases.  I  trust  that  some  scheme  will 
be  evolved  to  enable  us  to  place  allowance 
and  semi-official  offices  upcm  a  satisfactory 
footing.  ■ 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Are  the  allowances  on  a 
uniform  basis? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — ^They  are  on  a  calcu- 
lated basis. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — They  are  very  low  in 
my  State. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — In  a  number  of  cases 
there  has  been  a  vast  improvement  on  the 
old  State  system. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Some  of  the  allowances 
are  a  good  deal  less  than  they  were  in  pre- 
Federation  davs. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— When  the  Department 
was  under  the  control  of  the  States,  men 
in  charge  of  loose  bags,  for  instance,  re- 
ceived no  pav,  but  every  man  who  has 
charge  of  a  loose  bag  under  the  Federal 
OMitrol  has  a  minimum  pay  of  jQi  per 
annum. 


Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — That  is  not  much. 

Mr.  MAUGER — It  amounts  to  a  con- 
siderable sum  per  annum. 

Mr.  AixmsoM. — The  payment  is  really 
made  to  enable  the  C(»mnonwealth  to  have 
some  control  over  the  men. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  much  appreciated 
by  the  men ;  and  I  would  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  that  a  payment  of  is.  per 
annum  would  give  us  control  over  them.  As 
tc  the  case  cited  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Riverina,  where  a  postmaster  was  not 
asked  to  report  on  the  qualification  of  an 
crfKcer  under  him  who  applied  for  promo- 
tion. I  may  say  that  I  shall  make  inquiries. 
When  those  inquiries  are  oxnplete,  I  shall 
make  representations  to  the  Public  Sen-ice' 
Commissioner,  who,  I  am  sure,  will  agree 
with  the  common-sense  proposal  made  by 
the  honorable  member  that  whai  a  man 
applies  for  promotion,  his  superior  ofiicer, 
who  knows  most  about  his  qualifications, 
or  disqualifications  should  be  consulted. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [5.28].— 
There  are  some  other  matters  which  I 
wish  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Min- 
ister. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Thev  can  be  dealt 
with  in  connexion,  with  the  Supplementary 
Estimates. 

Mr.  CHANTER.- 1  propose  to  avail 
myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  refer 
to  them.  I  have  not  yet  received  from  the 
Postmaster- General  a  reply  to  a  ccMnplaint 
that  I  brought  under  his  attention.  I  re- 
cognise that  he  has  done  very  well,  and  I 
wish  to  strengthen  his  hands.  When  ten- 
ders are  invited  by  the  Department  for  anv 
service,  it  is  presumed  that  no  disclosure 
will  be  made  in  regard  to  the  tenders  sent 
in  until  they  have  been  dealt  with.  I  am 
sfflTv  that  they  are  not.  I  hare  brought 
forward  a  case  in  regard  to  which  an  in- 
vestigation on  the  spot  is  demanded.  It 
occurred  at  Hay.  The  Department  invited 
tenders  in  the  ordinary  way  by  advertise- 
ment in  the  Gazette  and  in  the  newspapers, 
for  a  service  from  Hay  to  Darlington 
Point,  and  received  one  tender  only.  But 
considering  the  tender  too  high,  because 
the  amount  asked  for  was  larger  than  that 
paid  for  the  previous  year,  they  re-adver- 
tised, and  whereas  "the  first  offer  was  for 
£339,  the  second  was  for  £2^0.  There 
was  only  CHie  tender  on  the  second  occasion, 
and  it  came  from  the  person  who  put  in 
the  first  tender.  Tenders  were  not  again 
called  for  by  advertisement,  but  I  am  in 
a  positifxi  to  state  that  the  sum  demanded 
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others  were  invited,  not  in  the  usual  way, 
but  by  telegram,  to  undertake  the  service 
at  a  lower  price.  The  date  on  which  the 
first  tender  was  lodged  was  4th  September, 
1907,  and  that  on  which  the  second  was 
received  was  iith  December,  1907.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Inspector  for 
the  district,  and  he  recMimiended  that  tne 
tender  submitted  in  the  proper  form  should 
be  accepted.  Whilst  the  Department  did 
the  right  thing  in  re-advertising  for  ten- 
ders when  it  was  considered  that  the  first 
offer  was  too  high,  it  did  the  wrong  thing 
on  the  second  occasion  in  practically  divulg- 
ing by  telegram  the  <^er  made,  and  asking 
others  to  tender  for  a  less  sum.  There  is 
considerable  trouble  now  under  the  contract 
system,  but  if  practices  of  this  kind  con- 
tmue,  and  tenders  are  divulged,  persons 
will  cease  from  tendering  altogether.  The 
Minister  promised  to  make  an  inquiry  into 
the  matter  sMne  weeks  ago,  and  to  let  me 
know  the  result.  I  therefore  ask  him  now 
what  he  proposes  to  do?  Does  ne  pro- 
pose to  cancel  the  tender,  or  to  grant  an 
inquiry  by  crfficers  whom  he  can  trust,  to 
find  out  who  was  responsible  for  what  was 
done,  and  how  it  was  that,  in  spite  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  District  Inspector, 
the  Tender  Board  in  Sydney  accepted,  not 
a  tender,  but  an  informal  offer.  There  is 
another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  refer. 
I  am  afraid  that  it  will  take  me  two  or 
three  hours  to  discuss  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Then  why  not  deal  with 
it  on  the  Additional  Estimates? 

Mr.  CHA.NTEK— I  will  do  so,  if  I  can 
get  the  promise  that  there  will  be  no  more 
trickery.  I  apply  my  remark,  not  to 
any  action  of  the  Prime  Minister,  but  to 
what  was  done  by  members  of  the  Oppo- 
sition last  night,  who  told  me  that  they 
would  do  certain  things  and  then  did  the 
reverse. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — That  is  not  quite 
fair. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is.  I  was  told 
by  honorable  members  opposite  that  they 
would  not  oppose  a  motion  which  they  did 
oppose.  The  honorable  member  who  made 
that  promise  gave  it  to  me  personally,  and 
it  should  have  been  kept ;  but  as  he  is  not 
present,  I  ^ali  not  mention  his  name.  Just 
now  you  ruled,  Mr.  Wilks,  that  I  could 
not  discuss  the  Penny  Postage  proposal 
because  there  is  on  the  business-paper  a 
notice  dealing  with  it,  and  I  wish  to  know 
whether  you  will  rule  thaf  I  cannot  dis- 
cuss a  matter  which  is  the  subject  of 
L  another  notice  of  motion.    If  you  do,  your 


ruling  will  be  contrary  to  that  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  who  .stated  clearly  the  other  day 
that  a  notice  of  motion,  until  it  is  sub- 
mitted from  the  Chair,  Is  the  property  of 
the  member  who  put  it  on  the  business 
paper.  I  understand,  however,  thA  some 
little  difficultv  might  arise  if  I  spoke  at 
greater  kngth  to-day,  as  there  are  so  few 
honorable  members  present.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  can  oily  trust  to  the  fair- 
ness of  honorable  members  on  all  sides  not 
to  take  any  advantage  of  the  forms  of  the 
House,  so  as  to  prevent  my  fully  discuss- 
ing the  matter  to  which  I  have  referred  on 
Tuesdav  next. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [5-401.-1 
know  that  honorable  members  are  desirous 
of  concluding  the  cwisideration  of  these 
Estimates,  but  there  is  one  matter  I  desire 
to  place  most  emphatically  under  the  notice 
of  the  Minister.  I  refer  to  the  retention 
in  the  service  of  officials  who  have  reached 
the  statutory  retiring  age.  I  do  not  desire 
to  say  one  word  against  the  capabilities  or 
energy  of  the  gentleman  vho  now  occupies 
the  position  of  permanent  head  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  but,  with  an 
expanding  service,  it  is  wrong,  after  hav- 
ing fixed  a  retiring  age,  to  discourare  the 
younger  officials  in  their  natural  desire  for 
promotion.  I  do  not  say  that  this  gt»itle- 
man  does  not  possess  considerable  ability, 
but  there  is  no  justificatiwi  for  the  belief 
that  there  are  not  others  in  the  service  able 
to  fill  the  position,  if  he  were  allowed  to 
retire  on  his  pension.  I  desire  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  and  therefore  I  move — 

Thai  the  item  Secretary,  ji'1,000,"  be  re- 
duced by  j^i, 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnong— Post- 
master-General) [5.43]. — This  motion  is 
certainly  very  far-reaching,  and  deals  with 
a  subject  on  which  there  is  great  diversity 
of  opinion. 

Mr.  FRAZER.—jPerhaps  the  Postmaster- 
General  would  like  until  Tuesday  to  think 
over-  the  matter. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Why  not  bring  this  mat- 
ter up  on  the  Additional  Estimates? 

Mr.  Frazer. — Because  the  first  item  m 
the.'^e  Estimates  will  then  faa\'e  been 
passed. 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  is  a  first  item  in 
the  Additl{»ial  Estimates  referring  to  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  that  item  does  not 
provide  for  the  Secretary  in  the  general 
administraticMi. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Quite  true. 

Mr.  Frazer. — This  is  a^  matter,  which 
affects  every  oflScerciptitfeeb^csiofcQgfe  as  I 
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suggested  before,  the  Postmaster-General 
may  desire  to  have  until  Tuesday  to  think 
the  matter  over. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  desire  to 
have  until  Tuesday  to  think  the  matter 
over. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  suggest  that  the  h(Mior- 
able  member  for  Kalgoorlie  raise  this  ques- 
tirai  on  Tuesday.  We  do  not  wish  to  block 
the  Senate  in  their  consideratirai  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Why  shc»jld  this  block 
the  Senate? 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  Senate  expects  "tlie 
Appropriation  Bill  on  Wednesday.  This 
is  .  a  matter  that  cannot  be  decidied  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Then  we  shall  try. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Under  the  ciicum- 
stan(%s,  I  shall  move  that  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

Progress  reported. 

ADDITIONAL  ESTIMATES  (1905-6, 
1906-7). 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  receipt  of 
messages  fron  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor-General, transmitting  Additional 
Estimates  of  Expenditure,  aj>d  Additional 
Estjnatee  of  Expenditure  for  Additions, 
New  Works,  Buildinfrs,  &c.,  for  the  years 
ended  30th  June,  1906  and  1907,  and  re- 
commending appropriation  accordingly. 

Referred  to  Committee  of  Supply. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Business  of  the  Session. 
Mr.   DEAKIN   (B al I arat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [5  46]. — I  move — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

I  desire  to  point  out  that  unless  the  Appro- 
priation Bill  reaches  the  Senate  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  transaction  of  business  there  is 
likely  to  be  paralvM^d.  I,  therefore,  ask 
honorable  members  to  lend  their  best  assist- 
ance in  transmitting  the  Estimates — and  we 
are  now  ccmsidering  the  last  of  the  divi- 
sions— to  the  Senate,  in  order  that  the  ses- 
sion may  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  that 
the  little  time  left  in  bo'-h  Chambers  may 
be  devoted  to  busim^s  which  must  be  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Prime  Minister  is  not 
referring  to  the  Additional  Estimates? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— No.  There  are,  in 
addition  to  the  Estimates  now  under  con- 
sideratiwi,  the  Additional  Estimates,  and 
the  cu^omary  Estimates  for  Works  and 
Buildincis  to  be  dealt  with  on  Tuesdsiy. 

Questi<Mi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
House  adjourned  at  5.47  p.in. 


?i}ousc  of  i\cprcsmtatibrs. 

Tuesday,  7  Aprii,  igoS. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
and  read  pra\'ers. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Telephone  Attendants'  Ornaments  — - 
Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry — 
Classification  of  Post  Offices — 
Telephone  BtntEAux  and  Lettes 
Receivers. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— In  view  of 
the  statements  in  to-day's  Age  about  the 
grievance  of  female  telephone  attendants, 
who  complain  that  they  are  not  allowed  to 
wear  jewellery,  nor  certaiil  styles  of  head- 
dress, I  wish  to  know  if  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  aware  that  a  well  ornamented 
head  is  a  woman's  crown  of  glory?  Does 
he  think  it  his  duty  to  allow  interference 
with  the  rights  of  wc»nen  because  they  have 
to  work  for  their  living? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  My  officers  report 
that— 

Bangles,  Toose  sleeves,  lace  trimmings  in  sleeves 
and  gloves  are  at  all  times  liable  to  become  en- 
tangled  in  app.iratus  and  cause  trouble.  At- 
tendants should  therefore  not  be  allowed  to 
jeopardize  the  efficiency  of  the  service  by  w-car- 
ing  them. 

In  Sydney  Central,  the  only  New  South  Wales 
exchange  in  which  female  attendants  are  em- 
ployed, the  practice  is  not  allowed,  and  all  mem. 
bers  of  the  female  staff,  monitors  included,  are 
compelled  to  wear  closely -fitting  sleeves  from 
elbow  to  wrist. 

Complaint  was  recently  made,  through  the 
press,  of  continued  interruptions  and  disconnec- 
tions  at  Windsor  E.\change,  ami  upon  investi- 
gation it  was  found,  in  addition  to  other 
causes,  that  attendants  were  wearing  bangles, 
which  struck  the  switching  keys,  and  there  is 
no  dtrtibt  that  a  considerable  number  of  discon- 
nexions were  caused  thereby. 

Mr.  REID. — With  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  into'  the  Department  under 
the  control  of  the  Postmaster-General,  Kas 
the  Government  adopted  the  course  that  it 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment when  preparing  its  defence  scheme. 
Has  it  invited  the  departmental  officers 
to  offer  suggestions  for  improving  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  service? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Every  step  will  be 
taken  to  obtain  available  information  from 
every  source,  including  officers  and  ex-offi- 
cers of  the  Department.  These  have  al- 
ready been  invited  to  give  informaticHi. 

Mr.  Reid. — Publicly  iniited  ?  , 

Mr.  MAUGERgmT^fe^-LiOOQie 
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Mr.  PALMER-— When  is  the  new  clas- 
sification of  post-offices  likely  to  be 
gazetted  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — As  soot  as  the  neces- 
sary information  is  to  hand.  We-  are  obtain- 
ing it  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  —  I  have  received  a 
complaint  from  a  portion  of  my  consti- 
tuent as  to  the  delay  in  establishing  pub- 
lic telephone  bureaux,  and  fixing  letter  re- 
ceivers. I  understand  that  the  oontracU»'S 
for  the  supply  of  slot  machines,  or  the  ne- 
cessary attachments,  were  sc»ne  time  ago 
behind  in  their  (deliveries,  and  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Postmaster-General  whether  that 
difficulty  has  been  overcome. 

MAUGER.— I  think  that  the  sup- 
plies are  to  hand,  but  shall  make  inquiries 
to  satisfy  myself  on  the  point. 

PAPUA. 

New  Administrator — Treasijrer. 

Mr.  KELLY. — According  to  this  morn- 
ing's Age — 

Speaking  with  a  thorough  knowltdge  of  the 
present  position  of  affairs  in  Papua,  the  Bishop, 
in  the  course  of  cooversation  yesterday,  re- 
marked that  it  was  unfortunately  the  fact  that 
the  white  population  there  is  practically  divided 
into  two  camps,  and  the  aspirants  for  the  im- 
portant position  shortly  to  be  filled  are  the  ac- 
knowledged heads  of  these  camps.  Should  either 
succeed  in  getting  the  appointment  the  cleavage 
of  parties  would  most  probably  become  still 
more  marked,  and  however  unjust  it  might  be 
there  would  always  be  the  suspicion  of  partisan- 
ship in  the  decision  of  matters  in  which  the 
two  camps  were  deeply  interested.  What  is 
wanted,  therefore,  is  a  strong  man  who  would 
liave  no  local  prejudices,  and  who  would  not 
from  the  start  of  his  administration  have  to 
Overcome  the  feeling  that  h«  was  a  partisan,  but 
who  might  by  tact  and  Tirmness  be  able  to  recon- 
cile the  differences  which  now  exist,  and  which, 
if  not  removed,  might  easily  operate  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Commonwealth  possession. 

Will  the  Prime  Minister  take  steps  to 
immediately  appoint  as  Administrator  some 
one  new  to  the  service,  possessing  the  re- 
quisite knowledge  and  ability  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  difiicult  to  under- 
stand His  Lordship's  allusion,  because  the 
names  most  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
press  of  late  are  not  those  of  the  heads  of 
opi>osing  camps.  There  were,  formerly, 
two  ramps  in  Papua,  but  one  of  them  has 
prartirallv  disappeared  from  the  Adminis- 
tration. In  ray  opinion,  it  is  necessar.' 
that  the  charges  which  have  been  made 
shall  Ije  finally  dealt  with  before  any  ap- 
jiointment  is  decided  upon. 


Mr.  FRAZER. — Does  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter think  that  a  new  Admitiistrator  will  be 
appointed  before  the  prOTogation  of  Par- 
liament ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — No;  unless  our  antici- 
pation of  the  date  of  the  prorogation  is 
wrong.  The  papers  which  were  trans- 
mitted  to  Papua  a  week  <»-  ten  days  since 
will  not,  in  the  ordinary  course,  be  re- 
turned to  us  for  more  than  two  months. 

Later — 

Mr.  MAHON  asked  the  Minister  of  Ex- 
ternal Affairs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Does  the  Government  intend  to  appoint  a 
permanent  Treasurer  for  Papua? 

2.  Is  Mr.  H.  W.  Champion  an  applicant  for 
the  position? 

3.  It  this  Uie  <Acer  who  was  ceosuied  hy  die 
Rajyal  Commiasion  on  Papua  fox  admitted  dis- 
regard of  instructions  and  "rudeness  and  hasty 
action  "  towards  his  superior  officer  f 

4.  Does  the  Government  agree  with  the  Royal 
Commissioners  that  the  chief  of  the  Treasury 
should  be  a  "  thoroughly  competent  man,*'  one 
possessing  "  not  only  a  sound  knowledge  of 
finance,  but  who  has  had  good  training  and  ex- 

erience  in  approved  methods  of  Treasury  book- 
eeping  and  Customs  work"? 

5.  Is  it  tonsidered  tfiat  Mr.  Champion  pos- 
sesses these  qualifications  in  larger  measure  than 
officers  in  the  Commonwealth  service  who  are 
available  foi  the  positiop  at  an  adequate  salary? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  The  answers  to  the 
hcxiOTable  member's  questions  are — 
1.  Yes. 
a.  Yes. 

3.  Mr.  Champion  apologised  for  "  rudeness 
and  hastv  action,"  which,  accortfing  fo  the  Royal 
Commission,  were  "  fitly  described  as  unpre- 
cedented" — he  was  referred  to  as  a  "competent 
officer  for  audit  work." 

4.  Mr.  Champion  is  at  present  Acting  Trea- 
surer, applications  for  the  Treasurership  having 
been   invited,   and   no   nersons   possessing  the 

qualifications  mentioned  having  applied. 

5.  The  salary  offered  was  £$00.  No  appli- 
cant superior  to  Mr.  Champion  was  a  candidate 
for  the  post.  Mr.  Whitton,  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
Auditor-General's  office,  is  shortly  to  make  an 
inspection  of  the  Papuan  Treasury,  and  to  ad- 
vise as  to  its  future  management. 

COMMONWEALTH  MINT. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Referring  to  a  para- 
^ra  ph  in  to-day '  s  new  spapers,  does  not 
the  Prime  Minister  think  that  if  anything 
should  he  established  in  the  Federal 
Capital  it  is  the  Commonwealth  Mint? 
Until  the  Federal  Capital  is  established, 
rannot  arrangements  be  made  for  the  Im- 
perial authorities  to  strike  our  coinage  at 
a  certain  rate  of  mintagej^^s  is  done  for 
other  parts  of  theigEoi^kjiOOgle 
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Mr.  DEAKIN. — We  have  reached,  or 
are  about  to  reach,  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment, which  will  be  made  known  to  the 
House  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— Does  not  the  Prime 
Minister  think  that  the  Mint  should  pro- 
perly be  established  in  the  Federal 
Capital  ? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^And  also  the 
Small  Arms  factory  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Federal  CapiUl 
will  be  the  proper  place  in  which  to  <xntK 
all  Federal  enterprises  that  can  be  carried 
on  there  with  advantage.  It  ought 
to  Include  most  of  them;  but  I  have  not 
a  sufl&cient  knowledge  of  the  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  establishment  of  the  Mint  to 
give  a  definite  answer  to  the  honorable 
member's  question. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

Meeting  of  New  South  Wales  Repre- 
sentatives— Selection  of  Site. 
Mr.  CROUCH.— As  a  meeting  of  New 
South  Wales  r^resentatives  has  been  con- 
vened by  one  of  his  Ministers  to  consider 
the  Capital  Site  question,  will  the  Prime 
Minister  see  that  meetings  of  the  r^re- 
sentatives  of  the  other  States  shall  be 
similarly  convened,  so  that  this  purely 
Federal  question  may  be  decided  on  State 
lines? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  new  Committee 
charged  with  the  protection  of  the  rights 
of  Parliament  must  first  inform  me  as  to 
the  penalties  which  can  be  inflicted  on  any 
representative  refusing  to  obey  such  a 
summons. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether,  in  the  event 
of  the  wcwd  "Dalgety."  being  deleted 
from  the  Seat  of  Gwenraient  Bill,  to  be 
dealt  with,  I  understand,  on  Wednesday, 
the  House  will  have  an  c^portunity  to  go 
right  on,  and  make  whatever  selection  it 
desires  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  stated  last  week 
that  in  the  event  of  such  a  contingency 
we  should  at  once  commence  to  deal  de 
nov0  with  the  selectitm  of  a  site. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— The  same  Hay? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Why  not? 

AUSTRALIAN   MEN   OF  LETTERS 
FUND. 

^^r.  CHANTER.— I  understand  that  a 
Coounittee  is  to  be  appointed  fw  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  ;^50o  voted  by  Parlia- 
nrat  for  the  relief  of  Australian  men  of 
letters.   Can  the  Fritne  Minister  say  when 


that  CcHnmittee  will  be  appointed,  and 
when  distrilMitions  will  be  made?  Appli- 
cations for  relief  have  already  been  sent  in. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  appointed  next  week,  and 
will  at  once  enter  upon  its  duties. 

IMMIGRATION. 

Views  of  the  Victorian  Premier  and 
THE  Honorable  Member  for  Funders 
— Available  Land  —  Commonwealth 
Control  of  Land  and  Railways. 

Mr.  MALONEY.  —  As  the  Premier  of 
Victoria  is  cfflisidered  one  of  the  best  and 
most  up-to-date  Premiers  uhich  this  State 
has  had,  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Prime  Minister  to  the  following  quota- 
tion, appearing  in  a  leading  article  in 
yesterday's  Age,  of  remarks  made  by  him 
on  the  subject  of  immigraticHi — 

We  must  provide  hornet  for  those  we  bring 
here,  aad  we  must  find  land  for  our  own 
people  first.  There  are  aoo  applicants  for 
every  piece  of  land  we  have  to  offer.  Before 
we  ask  people  from  England  to  take  up  land, 
we  must  provide  land  for  the  sons  of  our  own 
pioBcen,  who  are  leaving  us  because  they  can- 
not find  suitable  homes  amongst  us. 

My  impression  is  that  I  have  heard  similar 
remarks  from  the  lips  of  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, and  I  desire  to  ask  him  if  he  is  in 
unison  with  the  Premier  of  Victwia  on  this 
subject  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — In  a  letter  with  which 
the  Premier  of  Victoria  has  recently  favored 
me,  he  enters  into  the  question  with  great 
fulness,  explaining  his  attitude  mwe  clearly 
than  in  the  expressions  just  read,  with 
which,  so  far  as  they  go,  I  concur. 

Mr.  CROUCH. — In  reference  to  the  im- 
migration proposals  made  last  week  bv  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders,  who,  I 
understand,  ingenuously  offered  to  allow 
the  Gm-ernment  to  make  use  of  his  new 
ideas — which,  by  the  way,  are  very  difficult 
to  discover — I  desire  to  know  whether  the 
Prime  Minister  will  cause  the  honorable 
member's  proposals  to  be  printed,  with  the 
new  ideas  appearing  in  block  type. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— When  the  question  is 
again  before  us,  I  can  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  to  <»nsult  with  my  hraiorable 
friend  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders. 

Later — 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Victorian  Go- 
vernment has  available  for  immigrants  only  some 
15,000  acres  of  land  of  doubtful  quality'? 

2.  Is  it  not  also  true  that  hundreds  oif  Vic- 
toiians  are  at  iR5ff(^^4s5iQOgfettte  because 
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of  the  inability  of  the  Victoiian  Goventment  to 
piovidc  them  with  land? 

3.  Is  (here  not  a  scarcity  of  land  for  intending 
srttlers  in  the  majority  of  the  Slates  of  the  Com- 
moawealth  ? 

4.  In  view-  of  the  fact  that  the  Governments 
vf  several  of  the  States  ttic  unable  to  find  suit- 
able land  for  their  own  ppople,  does  be  not 
think  that,  in  order  to  develoi)  his  immigration 
policy,  steps  should  be  taken  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution, so  as  to  give  the  Commonwealth  Par* 
liament  control  of  the  land  and'  railways  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  is — 

I,  a,  3,  and  4.  I  hope  to  lay  on  the  table  at 
an  early  date  a  letter  from  the  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria, in  which  the  lands  available  and  about  to 
be  made  available  are  set  out  in  detail. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  invite  the  honorable 
member  to  accept  this  as  a  sufficient  reply  for 
the  time  being  to  the  first  two  questions.  The 
third  will  be  answered  bv  letters  from  the  Pre- 
miers of  the  other  States.  In  reply  to  No.-  4, 
the  whole  of  the  steps  proposed  to  be  taken  to 
secure  immigration  will  be  dealt  with  in  con- 
nexion with  the  next  Estimates. 

ADELAIDE  CUSTOMS  FRAUDS. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON'.  —  It  is  sMted  in 
the  press  that  Messrs.  Harris,  Scarfe  and 
Cnnpany  have  been  punished  for  eight 
contraventions  of  the  Customs  Act,  there 
being  four  conplaints  of  <»mssion  of 
charges  irom  entry,  and  misdescription  of 
goods,  two  of  understatement  of  quantity 
for  duty,  and  one  of  undervaluation  of 
goods.  The  fines  imposed  total  £25.  Are 
these  contr.iventions  mrt  of  the  seventeen 
ch arges  w h ich  it  w as  un de r stood  wou I d 
be  placed  before  the  Law  Courts  ?  Does  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  not  think 
it  a  travesty  of  justice  to  impose  a  penalty 
of  for  offences  of  such  enormity,  and 
so  manv> 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  shall 
he  glad  to  give  full  particulars  to-morrow. 
I  understand  that  no  fraud  was  imputed, 
and  that  the  fines  inflicted  were  those  us- 
ually imposed. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Are  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion part  of  the  seventeen  charges? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  am  not 
clear  on  that  pomt. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Has  the  Cabinet  yet 
determined  when  the  present  session  shall 
come  to  a  close;  or  can  the  Prime  Min- 
ister give  the  House  an  approximate  idea, 
so  that  honorable  members  may  be  enabled 

make  their  anangements  accordingly. 


Mr.  D  E  AK I N .  — I  f  our  honorable 
friends  of  the  Oppositicm  will  assist  us  to 
pa.<s  the  small  number  of  measures  we 
are  asking,  we  shall  at  nice  prorogue. 

VOIDED  ELECTIONS. 

Expenses  of  Candidates. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  a  question  relating  to  the 
Additional  Estimates  in  which  provision  is 
made  for  a  claim  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Echuca  to  be  reimbursed  ;£i99i. ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  in  connexicui  with 
an  election  for  his  ctxistituency  which  was 
voided,  owing  to  the  alleged  default  of 
electoral  facials.  I  notice  that  na  pn»- 
vision  is  made  for  the  expenses  incurred  in 
connexion-  with  the  same  election  by  Mr. 
l^homa!!  Kennedvi  tht:  ex-member  for 
Echuca. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  meni 
ber  is  clearly  asking  a  questitHi  which  should 
be  put  when  the  Additicmal  Estimates  are 

under  consideration.  To  allow  it  to  be 
asked  now  would  be  to  anticipate  the  dis- 
cussion of  those  Estimates. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  I  intended  to  con- 
clude by  asking  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
he  would  consider  the  desirableness  of 
making  provision  on  the  Estimates  for  the 

expenses  inciurred  by  Mr.  Kennedy. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  That  question  may 
be  answered. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  matter  re- 
lates to  the  Treasury.  The  reason  no  pro- 
vision is  made  in  the  Additional  Estimates 
for' the  claims  of  other  candidates  is  that 
when  they  were  framed  I  had  not  received 
full  and  OHnplete  statements  of  claim  in 
respect  of  them.  No  detailed  applicaticm 
had  been  received  fr<xn  Mr.  Kennedy. 
This  morning,  however,  I  received  three 
applications,  including  one  ^  from  that 
gentleman,  and  after  consultation  with  the 
Prime  Minister  I  have  decided  to  bring  in 
a  short  Bill  covering  these  claims  imme- 
(liatelv  after  the  Additional  Estimates  hare 
been  disposed  of.  I  am  obtaining  the  par- 
ticulars as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Chanter. — There  will  be  further 

Additional  Estimates? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Only  to  meet 
the  claims  of  those  who  have  suffered  loss 
by  default  of  returning  officers  at  various 
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PAPER, 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  laid  upon  the  table 

the  following  paper — 

L^ands  Acquisition  Act — Grant  of  Right  of 
Carriage  Way  over  portion  of  the  road  of  ac- 
cess to  the  Iwttcry  site  at  Mount  Nelson,  Tas- 
mania. 

COMMUXICATIOX  WITH  FOREIGN 
GOVERKMEXTS. 

Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter,  upon  notUc — 

I,  Wbethcr  the  right  has  been  cUimed  by  the 
Canadian  Govemmenl,  and  gr.inted  by  the  Lon- 
don GovemiD-nt,  for  the  Governor-General  of 
Canada  to  communicate  directly  with  the  United 
States,  French,  and  other  Gorenimcnts  on  sub- 
jects of  mutual  interest? 

a.  Is  not  such  a  ^wer  included  iri  section  51 
(ag)  of  the  Australian  Constitution  Act? 

3.  Is  there  any  good  reason  why,  in  face  of 
the  delay  of  the  Colonial  Office  re  the  visit  of 
the  American  Fleet,  the  right  of  direct  com- 
muaication  with  the  American  Government  should 
not  be  maintained? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

I.  Yes,  on  special  subjects  of  mutual  interest, 
3.  The  boundaries  of  the  sub-s^ection  would  be 
difficult  to  define. 

3.  I  know  of  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonial  Office  in  connexion  with  the  visit  of 
the  Fleet.  Some  confideiittal  communications 
have  already  been  exchanged  with  the  Consul- 
General  for  the  United  States. 

SUEZ  CAN'AL  DUES. 

Mr.  KXOX  asked  the  Prime  Minister, 
upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  he  has  seen  the  report  thnt  the 
British  Government  has  already  received  back 
the  whole  of  the  capital  originally  invested  by 
it  .in  Sue*  Canal  shares,  together '  with  per 
cent,  interest  thereon  for  the  whole  time,  and  in 
addition  thereto  has  received  a  further  sum 
amounting  to  7,654,000.^  which  has  been  made 
in  profits  on  the  undertaking? 

2.  Will  he  be  good  enough  to  say  what  repre- 
sentations he  has  made  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  this  regard  with  a  view  to  securing  some 
reduction  on  the  existing  heavy  Canal  dues, 
which  cfmsiderably  increase  the  charges  upon 
Commimwealth  exports  and  imports? 

Mr.  DEAKIX.  —  The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low 

1.  Ves. 

a.  It  has  been  urged  that  the  time  has  arrived 
for  the  reduction  of  rates.  When  communica- 
tions now  on  route  have  reached  their  destination, 
fxipics  of  the  papers  will  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment. 


ESTIMATES. 

In  Commiiiec  of  Supply  (Consideration 
resumed  from  yi\  April,  vide  page  10177) : 

Department   of    Postmaster -General. 

Division  189  {Central  Staff),  £,\o,m, 
upon  which  Mr.  Frazer  had  moved — ■ 

That  the  item,  "Secretary,  j£i|00o,"  be  re- 
duced by  £i. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [3.19].— The 
amendment  which  has  been  moved  will  en- 
able my  remarks  to  take  a  wider  range 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  open  to 
me.  The  item  relates  to  the  per- 
manent head  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department,  and  we  know  that 
a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  duties  are  discharged. 
I  have  considered  very  seriously  the  pro- 
posals which  the  Government  have  made  in 
order  to  bring  this  Department  into  a  bet- 
ter state  of  ^ciency,  and  the  selection  of 
a  Committee  composed  of  three  Ministers 
seems  to  me  a  very  extraordinary  method 
of  endeavouring  lo  elicit  the  truth.  In  the 
first  place,  this  Committee  will  sit  in  judg- 
ment^ either  upon  the  present  Postmaster- 
General,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mit-ee,  or  ilie  late  Postmaster-General. 
Both  of  these  honorable  gentlemen  have 
been  in  charge  of  the  Department  for  two 
or  three  >ears,  to  say  nothing  of  previous 
periods;  and  it  seems  to  me  exiraordinary 
that  an  inquiry,  which  is  intended  to  be 
thorough  and  impartial,  should  be  con- 
ducted by  gentlemen  who  will  have  to  sit 
in  judgment  oh  their  colleagues.  How  can 
we  expect,  under  these  circumstances,  a 
thorough  investigation  of  abuses  in  the 
Department  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  is  quite  cor- 
rect ;  the  inquiry  is  more  as  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Department. 

Mr.  REID. — But  it  is  in  regard  to  the 
organization  that  complaint  arises.  No  one 
would  impute  to  any  Postmaster -General 
any  desire  but  to  do  the  best  for  the  De- 
partment. I  am  Iiappy  10  say  of  all  Min- 
isters who  have  occupied  office  in  the  Com- 
monwealth Government,  that  there  is  not 
one  who  has  not  been  possessed  by  the 
most  honorable  desire  to  discharge  his 
duties  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  Xo  per- 
sonal question,  I  am  sure,  can  arise  in  con- 
nexion with  either  the  late  Postmaster- 
General,  the  present  Postmaster-General, 
or  any  preceding  Postmaster-General ;  but 
the  public  require  something  more  than 
honorable  intenttpn^d  byWhlSU^o^ired  is 
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efficient  administration;  and  there  is  nc^  a 
Department,  whether  in  the  State  or  the 
Federal  sphere,  which  is  in  a  state  of 
greater  chaos,  or  which  is  giving  less  satis- 
faction to  the  public,  than  the  Department 
of  the  Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  Storreb. — A  good  deal  of  that  is 
caused  through  the  Public  Sernce  Com- 
missi(Hier. 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  no  desire  to  impute 
blame  to  any  cxie,  xkx  do  I  think  the  hon- 
orable member  has  any  such  desire ;  but  the 
House  and  the  public  look  for  a  proper  in- 
quiry in  order  to  ascertain  who  is  really  at 
fault.  There  is  no  desire  to  prejudge ;  we 
begin  with  the  feeling  that  the  Uepart- 
mem  is  in  a  grossly  disorganized  con- 
dition ;  and,  without  imputing  any  blarne, 
we  desire  to  know  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
organization. As  I  have  already  said,  it 
seems  to  me  an  extraordinary  way  of  prob- 
ing these  matters,  to  appoint,  as  a  Com- 
mittee, three  members  of  the  Cabinet,  who 
connot  be  expected,  in  the  course  of  hurtian 
nature— w  ithout  any  imputation  aga  inst 
their  integrity — to  investigate  in  the  same 
fearless  wav  that  some  disinterested  person 
would  be  able  to  do.     The  Postmaster- 

-  General  is  just  as  much  in\x>lved  in  this 
inquirv  as  any  officer  in  the  Department. 
He  is' the  head-centre  of  the  whole;  and 
his  ccmduct  is  just  as  much  a  subject  of 
inquiry  as  is  the  OHiduct  of  the  humblest 
officer.  What  would  be  said,  for  instance, 
if  any  member  of  the  Committee  were  in 
close  relationship  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Department?  We  find,  however,  that  the 
highest  officer  of  all,  on  whom  the  whole 
burden  of  responsibility  rests,  is  to  be 
judged  in  a  sort  of  Cabinet  council  by 
his  own  colleagues.  The  very  Minister 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Department,  and 
whose  conduct  must  be  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry, is  one  of  the  persons  chosen  to  make 
the  investigation ;  and  in  that  respect  we 
have  a  comicality  that  ^ve  should  not  expect 
to  find  ou'.side  the  pages  of  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan.  There  are  complaints  about  the 
management  of  the  Postmaster- General ; 
and  yet  that  hcmorable  gentleman  is  de- 
puted to  inquire  into  the  complaints ;  the 
persoaii  who  is  himself  accused  of  mis- 
management— nothing  worse  than  errors  of 
judjiment,  or,  perhaps,  want  of  capacity- 
is  to  be  one  of  the  judges ;  and  how  can 
we  expect  the  public  to  be  satisfied  with 
such  an  inquiry  ?  I  cannot,  at  the  present 
stage,  refer  to  the  Additicmal  Estimates  in 
detail ;  but  everything  that  has  been  said 
about  sweating  in  the  Departhient,  and- 

'■^  Alt  the  miserable  salaries  paid,  is  justi- 


fied by  these  Estimates.  An  enMroous 
number  of  new  t^cers  are  found  to  be 
necessary. 

Mr.  Mauges. — Does  that  not  show  that 
we  are  taking  the  first  step  to  reform  ? 

Mr.  REID.— Does  it  not  show  that  the 
officers  of  the  Department  have  been 
sweated  in  the  past  ?  And,  further,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  this  large  number  of 
new  officers  are  to  be  appointed,  thousands 
of  pounds  are  placed  cm  the  Additimal 
Estunates  to  pronde  temporary  assistance. 
■What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that  the 
Department  is  escaping  the  necessity  of 
properly  manning  and  equipping  the 
branches,  by  engaging  a  number  of  em- 
plo)6s  who  are  not  on  the  regular  staff. 

Mr.  Chanter. — A  number  of  the  Syd- 
ney staff  are  working  fr<xn  six  in  the  min- 
ing until  ten  at  night. 

Mr.  REID. — Without  going  into  de- 
tails, I  may  point  out  that  there  is  a  sura 
nf  ^20,000  on  the  Additional  Estimates 
for  further  assistance  in  the  case  of  New 
South  Wales.  This  simi  is  in  addition  to 
the  annual  Estimates,  and  can  only  refer 
to  the  three  months  of  April,  May,  and 
June  of  this  year. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  really  to  make 
Up  for  what  was  struck  off  the  main  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  know  by  whom 
any  votes  were  struck  off  the  main  Esti- 
mates; the  fact  that  the  money  is  provided 
cm  the  Additional  Estimates  shows  that  it 
has  to  be.  spent  in  the  three  months.  If 
we  multiply  this  j^20,ooo  by  four,  we 
have  ;^8o,ooo  which  ought  to  have  been 
spent  in  New  South  Wales  alone  in  carrying 
on  this  service  in  a  state  of  efficiency  with- 
out overworking  the  men  or  cutting  down 
salaries.  This  proposed  ^-ote  is  in  itself 
a  revelation,  and  the  most  damning  proof 
of  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  disor- 
ganization in  the  Department.  Can  we 
expect  Ministers  to  cmiduct  a  fearless  in- 
quiry into  their  own  conduct  and  their  own 
responsibilities?  Personally,  I  have  no 
such  expectation.  Just  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  respwisibility  that  rests  on 
the  Postmaster- General.  In  my  opinion, 
that  Minister  has  greater  pressure  on 
him,  in  the  way  of  actual  work  and 
responsibility,  than  any  other  monberof  the 
Government.  Of  cx>urse,  wh«»  a  Tariff  is 
under  consideration,  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  has  to  bear  an  enormous 
strain ;  but  that  can  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
passing  emergency.  Takmg  the  Depart- 
ments in  their  nbo^aktSl^iep^hg^w  not 


Ettmatea, 


[7  April,  1908.] 


Estimatea. 


lO'iHS 


one  in  which  the  Minister  has  nun-e  to  most  important  duty  it  is  true ;  but 
do  than  has  the  Postmaster-General.  In-  what  will  be  the  position  of  a  clerk 
deed,  there  is  work  in  the  Post  and  Tele-  in  the  presence  of  the  Minister?  Does 
graph  Department  for,  perhaps,  two  Min-  the  honorable  gentleman  put  an  officer 
istersj  and  how  is  it  possible  for  the  Post-  of  his  Department  in  a  fair  position 
master-General  to  act  on  this  inquiry,  when  that  officer  has  his  Minister 
which  will  involve  enormous  labour  and  re-  sitting  over  him?  If  his  evidence 
search,  and,  probably,  visits  to  other  parts  is  unpleasant  to  the  Minister,  if  in- 
of  the  Commonwealth.  .How  can  he  pro-  stead  of  saying  smooth  and  pleasant 
perly  perform  his  d^artmental  duties  while  th^gs,  he  has  to  say,  in  the  course  of  his 
he  is  engaged  in  a  roving  commission  ?  If  duty,  strong  and  rough  things  about  the 
the  Postmaster-General  were  the  abl«t  and  way  the  D^rtment  is  administered,  ana 
most  mdustrious  man  in  the  wwld,  and  about  injustices  which  have  occurred,  how 
giving  him  credit  for  all  the  diligence  and  can  he  be  expected  to  do  so  before  the 
ability  he  may  possess,  it  would  be  "\linister,  who  is  sitting  in  judgment  over 
physically  and  intellectually  impossible  him?  How  can  he  give  his  evidence  in  the 
foe  him  to  carry  on  the  every-day  way  in  which  we  should  like  him  to  give  it? 
work  of  this  enormous  Department  all  Every  word  said  in  oxnmendation  of  the 
over  Australia,  and  at  the  same  time  Department  is  a  tribute  to  the  Minister, 
act  as  a  capable,  and  efficient  presi-  every  viotd  of  criticism  is  a  criticism  of 
dent  of  the  proposed  inquiry.  Surely  Ministers  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
in  these  matters  we  must  act  with  some  Department.  Is  it  not  enough  to  ask  an 
dim  perceptioi  of  business  commonsense?  oflfcer  to  criticise  his  superiors,  without 
The  mere  fact  that  we  are  a  Parliament  having  the  Minister  sitting  in  judgment 
surely  ought  not  to  divorce  us  from  con-  upon  him?  Is  not  that  enough,  I  ask? 
siderations  of  ordinary  prudence.  What  I  wish  to  enter,  on  behalf  of  the  Post  and 
man  who  had  an  enormous  business  con-  Telegraph  crfBcers,  and  the  telephone 
oem  on  his  shoulders  would  dream  of  tak-  attendants,  of  all  ranks,  high  and  low,' 
tng  on-  some  other  enormous  business,  my  most  indignant  protest  against  putting 
when  his  own  ojncems  were  more  than  them  in  the  hands  of  a  Ministerial 
enough  to  alMorb  all  his  energies  and  coterie.  They  should  be  placed  in  the 
abUities?  The  head  of  a  business,  if  hands  of  some  independent,  fearless 
anythmg  was  wrong,  and  he  himself  could  tribunal,  which  would  have  nothing  to  do 
not  leave  the  helm,  would  not  leave  it  with  the  Department.  Instead  of  that, 
to  midertake  inquiries  in  various  branches,  thev  are  to  be  brought  in  touch  with  the 
He  would  prefer  to  exercise  his  own  Minister,  at  a  time  when  they  should  be 
judgment  upon  invesUgations  made  by  most  fearless,  and  when  they  should  have 
others,  and  he  would  desire  to  have  some  protection  behind  them  in  directing 
them  made  as  thonxighly  and  as  fearlessly  attention  to  things  which  point  to  ineffi- 
as  possible.  Suppose  a  report  from  ciency  of  administration  and  to  neglect.  I 
the  Committee  comes  before  this  House,  do  not  anticipate  any  good  whatever  from 
The  Postmaster-General  cannot  be  ex-  3^1  inquirv  so  conducted.  I  quite  agree 
pected  to  Mt  m  judgment  on  his  own  that  the  Slinistrv  are  in  a  difficultv  in  this 
^ort.  What  we  want  from  the  ^natter.  Any  Ministry  is  in  such  a  position 
Postmaster-Genwal  is  that  when  a  re-  ^^en  there  are  imputations  against  the 
port  IS  presented  to  the  Government,  and  ptficiencv  of  a  Department.  Every  Ministry 
to  Parliament,  the  honorable  gentleman  necessarily  put  in  a  position  of  diffi- 
sbould  have  his  head  clear  and  free_  from  ^,^1^^  ^^en.  If  the  poweV  were  proposed 
any  <^m  but  the  investigat-on  itselt,  ^^j^^^  the  hands  of  a  MiliisTer 
and  should  be  able  to  give  the  Government  deal  with  a  Department-sav  bv  a  Com- 
the  best  adviTO  on  the  report  which  has  ^itt^^  jhig  House— I  could  quite  under- 
come  before  hira.     But  with  the  prepara-  ^^^^  (he  Ministry  saying,  "We  are  re- 

iTli                                       u^u-T^  sponsible  to  Parlijiment ;  if  vou  want  to  set 

to  do.     His  function  IS  a  tnuch  higher  '       Committee  in  judgment  upon  us  in 

3?';             r!S^**°"  °!         Min.^er  and  P«tiSter-G^>eral,  we 

that  of  the  Government  IS  a  much  higher  '                 .  ^^^^  ^  position."  But 

OTe  than  that  of  mveshgation,  of  going  .          ^  J^-                    ^^^^  The 

frwn  one  place  to  another,  mvestigating  ^^^1  Government 

alle^  abuses,  jmd  examming  clerto,  and  .  .^.^^ 

SSSlt"^.L'*S.              ?L.t    is    a  sh^pe  or   form.  .The  Gp?ernment 

partment   have  to   say.      That    »    a  -        »  D,gitizedbyLiOOg[e 
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themselves  have  done  this.  They  have  them- 
selves considered  it  necessary  to  institute 
some  authoritative  inquiry.  I  say  that  if 
the  Government  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
an  inquiry  was  necessary — that  there  were 
things  that  required  to  be  probed  and 
examined  and  repented  upcxi — the  next 
duty  of  the  Ministry  was  to  appoint  seme 
competent,  disinterested,  and  impartial 
body  to  inquire  into  those  matters, 
and  to  report  upon  them.  But  instead 
of  the  legitimate  demands  of  the  public 
being  satisfied,  instead  of  this  House  being 
guided  in  the  wav  that  it  wanted  guiding  in 
dealing  with  these  matters,  we  have  had  a 
Committee  appointed  which  is  bound  to 
fail,  lxx;:iuse  there  is  not  the  root  idea  of 
confidence  and  impartiality  in  the  tribunal 
before  whom  the  men  upon  whose  testi- 
mony we  rely  will  appear.  Every  one 
of  these  cheers  who  appears.  vc»cing 
the  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  of  the 
Service,  complaining  of  injustice,  com- 
plaining of  wrong,  complaining  of  neg- 
lect, complaining  of  miserable  administra- 
tion in  this  business  of  the  Post  Office, 
will  be  himself  sat  in  judgment  upon  by 
the  Minister  who  conducts  that  Department. 
That  is  a  very  awkward  position  to  put  any 
man  in.  Instead  of  encouraging  men  to 
come  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  real 
honest  knowledge  and  experience,  the  Min- 
istry have  appointed  a  CcMnmittee  which 
will  destroy  the  possibility  of  our  obtain- 
ing the  testimony  we  wish  to  obtain. 

Mr.  Maucer. — There  is  not  the  faintest 
fear  of  anv  such  thing  hapjwning. 

Mr.  REID.-  No;  in  the  heavenly 
region  in  which  my  honorable  friend  lives, 
it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  get  a  drink  ! 
But,  unfortunately,  heavenly  as  are  his 
ideas,  men  have  some  experience  of  public 
affairs.  I  suppose  that  I  have  had,  pro- 
bably, a  greater  knowledge  of  the  Public 
Service  than  any  member  of  this  House, 
because  I  was  not  cmiy  a  Minister  for  many 
years,  but  I  also  had  the  honour  of  being 
a-  member  of  the  Public  Service  in  New 
South  Wales  for,  I  think,  a  period  of 
fourteen  years, 

Sir.  Fairbairn. — Was  the  honorable 
gentleman  a  member  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Service? 

Mr.  REID.— \o;  I  w.ns  not  there.  I 
had  a  softer  billet  than  any  billet  in  the 
PcMt  and  Telegraph  Depardnent  seems  to 
be.  In  fact,  it  was  so  soft  that  I  could 
not  stick  to  it ;  I  had  to  leare  it.  What 
I  say  about  bringing  members  of  the  Pub- 
^j^^ervice  before  a  Committee  such  as  this 


is,  that  if  they  are  expected  to  make  the 
freest  and  fullest  exposure  of  any  irregu- 
larities in  their  Department,  and  of  any 
shortcomings  in  their  superiors,  the  Minist^ 
should  have  had  to  examane  them  a  Ccxn- 
mission  which  would  protect  them  in  every 
possible  way.  They  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  criticise  the  man  who  sits  in  judg 
ment  upon  them.  That  is  a  monstrous  posi- 
ticm  to  put  any  public  servant  in.  But  that 
is  the  position  these  public  servants 
will  occupy.  I  do  not  expect  a 
frank  and  fearless  disclosure  before  such 
a  Committee.  It  is  no  reflection  on 
these  public  servants  at  all  to  say  that  oiw 
of  the  drawbacks  to  life  in  a  business  like 
theirs  is  this :  I  do  not  care  how  honorable 
you  are,  I  do  not  care  how  fearless  you 
are,  and  I  do  not  care  how  able  vou  are 
—you  have  always  a  .row  of  men  above 
you  who  have  a  tremendous  influence  over 
your  future  career.  It  is  one  of  the  pain- 
ful incidents  of  the  Public  Service  that 
the  members  of  it  have  joined  themselves 
to  an  occupation,  during  the  whole  course 
of  which  they  must  be  under  some  one — 
imc^^r  a  number  of  superiors — ^prc^bly 
each  one  of  wh<xn  can  have  an  unfavorable 
influence  upwi  their  career  and  advance- 
ment. That  is  in  itself  a  sufficiently  hard 
position  for  these  officers  of  all  ranks  to 
be  put  in.  I  enter  my  emphatic  protest 
against  the  nature  of  this  Committee,  and 
I  wish  to  say  that  whatever  they  raav  do, 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  inquiry  cannot  be 
a  thorough  and  fearless  one. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.40]. 
— I  do  not  know  how  far  at  this  moment 
I  am  entitled  to  discuss  the  general  subject 
of  the  financial  posititxi  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  I  presume  that 
the  whole  question  is  open  on  the  amend- 
ment as  well  as  on  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Frazer.— I  am  willing  tonporarily 
to  withdraw  the  amendment  if  the  h<Mi- 
orable  member  thinks  it  would  give  him 
greater  latitude. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  wish 

the  honorable  member  to  withdraw  his 
amendment ;  but  if  I  am  in  order  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  about  what  seems  to  me 
the  somewhat  extraordinary  position  into 
which  the  administration  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  is  drifting  frwn'a 
financial  point  of.  view.  The  figures  are 
somewhat  remarkable.  I  find  that  during 
the  last  year  or  two  the  expenditure  has 
been  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds;  not 
COTisistently  with  the  natural  expansion 
which  takes  place  in  the  of 
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a  great  Department  like  this,  but  to  a  very 
much  greater  degree  than  can  be  properly 
attributed  to  that  cause.  I  wish  to  direct 
the  attenticHi  of  honorable  members  to  a 
few  of  the  figures,  and  to  ask  the  Post- 
master-General if  he  can  give  the  Cfunmit- 
tee  some  explanation  of  what  they  show. 
If  I  am  wrong  no  doubt  the  honorable  goi- 
tleman  will  set  me  right,  but  to  put  the 
matter  shortly,  what  I  find  is  that  the  re- 
venue this  year  is  estimated  to  have  been 
increased  by  78,000,  which  represents 
an  increase  of  5.6  per  cent.  But  whilst 
that  is  so,  the  expenditure  of  this  Depart- 
ment as  shown  by  the  general  Estimates, 
and  without  taking  into  account  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates  at  all  

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — We  cannot  deal 
with  the  Additional  Estimates  until  we 
come  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  the  Treasurer 
will  allow  me,  1  will  show  how  1  propose 
to  ck:al  with  them  in  a  mcHnent.  I  ilnd  that 
whilst  the  revenue  has  increased  by  only 
5.6  |x:r  cent,  (hi  the  re\'enue  for  last  year, 
the  Estimates  which  are  now  before  the 
Committee,  without  taking  into  acrount  the 
Additional  Estimates  laid  on  the  table, 
show  that  the  exijenditure  has  increased  by 
7-8  (x-r  cent. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — What  does  the  honor- 
able member  include  in  expenditure? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  just  going 
to  tell  the  honorable  mi-mber.  I  find,  fur- 
ther, adopting'  the  same  rule  and  taking 
into  account  the  statements  placed 'before 
us  by  the  Treasurer  as  to  the  Additional 
Estimates,  which  will  involve  the  Com- 
niitti'C  \'Oting  ;i^io7,ooo  more,  lhat,  whilst 
the  revenue  will  have  been  increased  by 
5.6  iier  cent.,  the  expenditure  will  have 
been  increased  by  ik>  less  than  J1.5  per 
cent,  in  the  me  year. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Nearly  double  the 
increase  in  revenue. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Ves.  nearly 
double  that  increase.  I  find,  also,  that  the 
number  of  officers  emplojed  in  the  Post 
and  TeleL'raph  Department  will  have  be^n 
increas'-d  bv  over  1.500  in  number,  or  hy 
14.4  ner  rent.,  in  the  one  \ear. 

Sir  William  Lyn^e. — 1  do  nat  wish  to 
interrupt  the  honorable  meml)er,  but,  if  his 
speech  is  to  go  without  challenge,  there 
rousi  be  a  general  debate  at  this  stage  on 
the  Additional  Estimates. 

Mr.  losEPH  Cook. — Not  at  all. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Ves,  th?re  must  be. 
The  honorable  member  for  Flinders  has 
quoted  figures  based  upon  the  Additional 
Estimates,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  me. 


in  following  him.  to  quote  mv  own  figures, 
which  I  intended  to  quote  onlv  when  sub- 
mitting the  Additional  Estimates.  The 
speech  which  the  honorable  member  is  mak- 
ing, if  permitted  to  continue,  must  lead  to 
a  general  debate  on  the  Additbnal  Esti- 
ma>es  at  this  stage,  as  well  as  when  those 
Estimates  are  immediately  liefore  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— On  th,^  point  of 
order,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  have  no 
wish  to  adopt  any  course' which  would  em- 
barrass Ministers  or  the  Co.-imiittee  in  the 
discussion  of  this  matter.  If  it  would 
better  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  I 
am  prepared  to  postpone  mv  remarks  on 
this  subject  until  we  are  de.iling  with  the 
Adflitional  Estimates. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  would  be  more  con- 
venient if  the  honorable  member  would  do 
so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  claim  only 
that,_  either  now  or  when  we  di*al  with  the 
Additional  Estimates,  or  at  some  other 
time,  I  shall  have  the  right  to  discuss  the 
general  financial  aspect  of  this  most  im- 
portant Department. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  doubt  whether  the  honor- 
able member  could  discuss  it  on  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE. —>Iv  fear  is  that 
if  mv  remarks  are  postponed  until  the  Ad*- 
ditional  Estimates  are  before  the  Commit- 
tee, it  mav  then  be  pointed  out  that  I 
should  have  rai.sed  the  question  which  I  d.-- 
sire  to  raise  on  the  general  Estimates. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  dtscussi(»i  will  !« 
limited  to  the  Additicmal  Estimates  when 
we  come  to  deal  with  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN.~I  cannot  tell  at  the 
present  moment  how  far  the  Additional  Es- 
timates go;  but,  seeing  that  we  are  now- 
engaged  upon  the  general  discussion  on  the 
Estimates  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment, I  think  it  would  be  convenient 
at  this  stage  for  the  honorable  member  for 
Flin<lcrs  to  raise  the  question  he  proposes 
to  raise,  and  to  have  it  discussed  and  done 
with.  .  I  understand  that  there  is  no  vote 
in  the  Additional  Estimates  affecting  the 
Secretary  and  the  administrati\'e  branch  of 
the  Department. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Oh,  yes,  there  is. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  that  on 
the  first  vote  in  these  Estimates  for  the 
Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary,  we  have 
taken  the  general  discussion  and  review  of 
the  whole  Department.  That  being  so,  I 
feel  that  when  we  come  to  discuss  the  Ad- 
ditional  Estimatgs,^,U^w5r^j^^aty  to 
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confine  the  remarks  of  hcffiorable  members 
to  the  special  items  ointained  in  those  Es- 
timates. In  the  circumstances,  I  think  it 
would  be  more  convenient  for  the  Commit- 
tee to  continue  the  general  discussim  now. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  was  not  going  to 
sulxnit  the  Additional  Estimates  until 
after  the  Comniittee  had  disposed  of  the 
Estimates  now  under  discussion,  but  I  was 
asked  by  the  Opposition  to  sutaiit  tbem  its 
soon  as  posable. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  reason  given 
was  that  we  wished  to  discuss  the  real 
position  of  the  Department. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  that  I  sub- 
mitted thetan  at  an  unusual  stage,  but  that 
they  were  to  be  discussed  after  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Estimates-in-Chief. 

The  CHATTRMAN— Is  the  honorable 
gentleman  speaking  to  a  point  of  order? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes.  I  am  deal- 
ing with  the  point  of  order,  and  discussing 
what  you  said,^  sir,  a  minute  ago. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman  deal- 
ing with  a  point  of  order  ex  not? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Yes,  I  am. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
Minister  that  I  have  already  ruled  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  would 
be  in  order  in  discussing  at  this  stage  the 
question  which  he  has  raised.  Though  I 
shall  not,  of  course,  permit  him  to  go  into 
the  details  of  the  Additional  Estimates,  so 
long  as  the  honorable  m«nber  confines  him- 
self to  generalities,  I  shall  allow  him  to 
proceed. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  a  most  un- 
usual course. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  position  I 
desire  to  establish  is  that  whilst  the  reve- 
nue has  increased  only  by  the  compara- 
tively small  amount  of  5.6  per  cent,  over 
last  year's  figures,  and  whilst  we  might 
naturally  expect  the  expenditure  also  to  in- 
crease in  the  same  reasonable  proportion,  I 
find  that  if  we  take  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates into  account,  the  expenditure  has  in- 
creased by  the  very  extraordinary  amount 
of  II. 5  per  cent,  in  one  year.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Grey  asked  me  what  I  have 
included  in  expenditure,  and  the  question 
is  a  very  pertinent  one.  The  difficultv  in 
which  we  all  find  ourselves  in  discussing 
the  Estimates  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
•Department  is  that  the  accounts  of  the  De- 
partment— and  I  am  not  blaming  the  Go- 
Tgmment  in  this  matter,  because  they  are 
following  the  rule — are  not  pre- 
to  the  Ccxnmittee  in  sodi  a  way  as 


to  enable  honorable  membets  to  form  an  in- 
telligible idea  of  the  working  of  the  De- 
partment from  a  financial  point  of  view,  as 
.  they  certainly  would  be  able  to  do  if  they 
were  dealing  with  the  accounts  of  any  ordi- 
nary business  concern.  I  join  with  the 
honorable  monber  for  Fawkner  and  otber 
honorable  members  who  have  pre<%ded  me 
in  urging  the  necessity  of  as  sotxi  as  pos- 
sible endeavouring  to  pres«it  the  figures 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  D^xart- 
ment  as  the  accounts  of  a  going  concern,  so 
that  we  might  be  able  to  see  what  is  pm- 
perly  attributable  to  expenditure,  and  what 
to  revCTiue. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear.  We  have 
taken  steps  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.~I  am  very  glad 
to  hear  it,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
some  details  as  to  the  steps  which  have 
been  taken.  At  present  we  are  in  the 
dark,  and  must  make  the  best  conjecture 
we  can.  The  great  difficulty  is  that  in 
addition  to  the  total  expenditure  of  the 
Department  which  is  shown  on  page  44  of 
the  Budget  papers,  a  very  large  sum  ap- 
pears under  the  headirig  of  "  New  Works 
and  Additions."  Parliament  in  its  wisdom 
has  adopted  the  policy  that  these  should  be 
paid  for  out  of  rewnue — a  very  wise  policy 
in  which  I  think  we  should  all  concur  as 
far  as  it  can  practicably  be  done — but  pay- 
ing them  out  of  revenue  does  not  in  the 
least  mean  that  they  ought  to  be  debited 
to  revenue  in  a  capifol  account.  In  ord^ 
to  see  W  hether  the  Post  Office  is  really  work- 
ing as  a  business  concern  ought  to  wixk,  it 
is  essential  that  there  should  be  something 
like  a  capital  and  revenue  account — some 
means  by  which  we  should  be  able  tb  see 
how  much  is  attributable  to  revenue  and 
how  much  ought  to  be  put  down  to  capital. 

Mr.  Bo w DEN.  — Then  you  want  some 
sinking  fund  for  vour  capital. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Precisely  .w. 

Mr.  Fisher. — A  sinking  fund  for  money 
paid  out  of  revenue? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  iKMioraWe 
member  does  not  quite  follow  me. 

Mx.  Fisher. — I  was  questioning  the  in- 
terjecticMi. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  agree  with  the 
hcHiorable  member  to  some  extent  that  an 
actual  sinking  fimd  is  not  necessary  to  pro- 
vide f<M"  the  repayment  of  money  which  is 
not  borrowed.  But  if  you  have  a  going 
concern,  it  does  not  matter  where  you  get 
the  money  from,  if  you  want  to  see 
wheth^*  the  Post  Office  is  working 
economically  Digitized  by  GoOglc  . 


Eatimata. 


[7  Apskl,  1908.] 


Eitimata.  10187 


Mr,  Fisher. — I  agree  wholly  with  the 
honorable  member's  argument,  but  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  necessity  for  a  sinking  fund 
for  monev  which  is  paid  out  of  revenue. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
member  is  quite  right  in  the  abstract,  but 
although  you  may  not  have  a  sinking  fund, 
you  ought  to  debit  expenditure  of  that  kind 
to  capital.  This  year  a  sum  of  ^434*000 
is  paid  out  of  the  revenue  of  this  year  to- 
wards this  expenditure  of  the  Department. 
The  House  has  declared  that  it  should  be 
paid  out  of  revenue,  and  I  think  I  should 
U'  quite  justified  in  asserting  that  the 
House,  in  saying  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
Htetl  to  the  annual  expenditure,  has  also 
expressed  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  annual  revenue,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  quite  fair  to  do  so 
in  (Waling  with  the  accounts  of  the  Post 
f^kv  as  a  business  coAcem,  because  a  good 
ileal  of  the  money  which  is  expended  out 
f>f  revenue  is  expenditure  which  is  OTdi- 
narilr  met  by  payment  out  of  monej-s  bw- 
rowed. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  so. 
We  ne\-er  did  sudi  a  thing  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— A  good  deal  of 
the  expenditure  included  under  ' '  New- 
Works  and  Additions "  in  these  Esti- 
mates, for  undertakings  six;h  as  build- 
ing post  offices,  &;c.,  is  in  many 
of  the  States,  although,  perhaps,  not  in 
Western  Australia — and  it  certainlv  has 
been  so  in  some  States— met,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  out  of  borrowed  money. 

Mr.  Mavg£R. — In  ne^rlv  all  the  States. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  think  so.  But 
whether  it  has  in  fact  been  paid  out  of 
Ixirrowed  money  or  not  is  nof  the  questim 
to  wlxich  r  am  asking  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  If  a  business  firm  builds  a 
house  out  of  revenue,  or  sets  up  machinery 
of  a  comparatively  enduring  rharacti;r.  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  debit  that  as  part 
of  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure.  It 
'ought  to  be  spread  o*er  a  number  of  vears. 
I  am  making  this  allowance,  which  dimin- 
ishes the  strength  of  my  case,  but  I  think 
it  is  a  fair  one  to  make. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  Home  makes  loans  to  the 
Po^t  Offire,  which  are  so  paid  back. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— It  should  be 
debited  by  instalmsits  over  a  moderate 
number  of  >  ears — I  do  not  say  over  twenty 
or  thirty  vears. 

Mr.  Mauceh. — Over  two-thirds  of  the 
life  of  the  works  upon  which  the  money  is 
expended. 


Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  makingthis 
calculation  in  the  absence  of  any  authwi- 
tative  exposition  from  the  responsible  Min- 
ister and  his  takers.  We  ought  to  have  an 
authoritative  statement  from  him,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  officers,  of  what  ought  to 
be  taken  as  the  period  over  which  th^  ex- 
penditures  are  supposed  to  be  s^iceable. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — -We  ought  to  have 
the  annual  report,  which  has  beoi  pmnised 
now  for  five  vears. 

Mr.  W.  H.'  IRVINE.— Yes.  I  think  I 
am  making  a  very  liberal  allowance  indeed 
when,  instead  of  attributing  the  whole  of 
the  ^434.000  to  this  >ear,  I  attribute 
only  one-tenth  of  it  to  this  year. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— 1  am  glad  that 
the  Minister  agrees  with  that  statement. 
There  will  be  found  on  page  45  ot  the 
Budget  papers  what  is  called  a  comparisOT 
of  the  years  1901  to  1908,  and  under  tlie 
head  of  Postmaster-General  appear  an  that 
page  the  various  sums  which  in  each  of 
those  years  was  expended  out  of  revenue 
towards  "  New  Works  and  Additions," 
commencing  with  a  moderate  sum  in  1901-2, 
and  reaching  a  v-ery  large  amount  this  year. 
In  the  first  year  the  total  was  ^£37,000 ;  in 
190J-3  it  was  ^135.000  >  in  1903-4 
^^187,000;  in  1904-5,  ;£i3r,ooo;  m 
1905-6,  ^£146,000 ;  and  in  1906-7, 
^276,000,  while  this  year  it  is  ;£434,ooo. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  instead 
of  attributing  the  whole  of  the  ;^434,ooo 
to  this  year  

Mr.  Mauger. — have  an  estimate  on  the 
basis  of  10  per  cmt. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  was  not  aware 
of  that,  but  it  entirely  bears  out  the  view 
I  have  taken.  If  then  we  ought  to  place 
only  10  per  cent,  of  that  sum  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  year  

Mr.  Mauger. — ^;^^52,ooo,  including  the 
Additional  Estimates. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— But  the  Minister 
has  forgotten  that  if  this  jear  has  to  bear 
oily  one-tOTth  of  its  own  expendjtpre,  it 
must  bear  also  one-tenth  of  eaoi  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  preceding  years,  because  if 
earh  of  these  sums  has  to  be  spread  in  in- 
stalments over  ten  years,  then  every  year 
must  bear  not  only  its  own  tenth  but  a  tenth 
of  the  expenditure  of  each  year  which  has 
not  been  fully  met. 

Mr.  Mauger. — E\'ery  year  would  vary 
verv  much. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Every  year  the 
sum  has  been  igc^^n^QQgf^ 
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Mr.  Mauger. — And  so  have  the  receipts. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— True.  I  have 
given  the  Minister  the  benefit  of  the  smaller 
eatpenditures  in  previous  years,  and  instead 
of  taking  the  average  of  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  have  gone  back  to  the  beginning, 
taking  the  weak  as  well  as  the  strong 
jears.  Upon  that  basis,  and  assuming  that 
we  are  justified  in  saying  that  these  ex- 
penditures are  of  a  kind  that  ought  to  be 
spread  over  ten  years,  the  expenditure  this 
year,  instead  of  being  ;£434,ooo,  ccwnes  to 
;£i34,ooo— I  arrive  at  that  sum  by  adding 
up  all  those  expenditures  and  taking  one- 
tenth  of  them — and  not  ^£52,000  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Minister.  If  that  is  not  a 
tair  mode  of  trying  to  reduce  this  to  a  busi- 
ness proposition,  I  should  like  to  have  some 
other  suggestion  fran  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  carrying  on  the  Department. 
I  am  glad  that  the  Minister  agrees  with  me 
in  the  estimate  which  1,  quite  indepen- 
dently, arrived  at,  of  what  ought  to  be  at- 
tributed to  each  year. 

Mr.  Fishes. — A  strong  combination. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  should  regard 
it  as  a  very  feeble  ccwnbination  if  1  had 
not  the  Minister's  concurrence.  That 
amount  has  then  to  be  added  to  the  expen- 
diture of  this  year.  In  order  to  make  a  fair 
comparison  you  must  also  add  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  last  year  its  proper  share  of 
the  additions  which  had  been  paid  for  in 
that  year  and  in  the  preceding  years,  and 
so  on  back  to  the  beginning.  By  so  doing, 
you  will  arrive  at  a  proper  account.  With- 
out wearying  honorable  members  by  going 
into  the  actual  calculation,  which  every  one 
can  make  for  himself  from  pages  44  and  45 
of  the  Budget  papers,  I  find  the  result  to 
be  as  I  have  stated — that  the  expenditure 
has  been  increased  by  19,000  this  year. 
Last  year's  expenditure,  as  appears  from 
page  44  of  the  Budget  papers,  was 
_:^2,689,ooo.  I  have  to  add  to  that  year 
its  tenth  of  the  various  payments  for  pre- 
ceding years. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  the  whole  of  it,  be- 
cause a  portion  of  the  tenth  is.  paying  off 
the  principal,  and  it  would  be  reduced. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  amount  of 
one-tenth,  which  ought  to  be  attributed  to 
expenditure  each  year  includes  the  tenth  of 
each  preceding  year.  I  have  added  up  the 
various  tenths  which  ought  to  have  been 
attributed  to  last  year — the  figures  are 
all  to  Ije  found  in  the  Budget  papers 
—and  I  find  that  they  amount  to 
^91,000.  That  sum,  added  to  ihe 
;£2,689,ooo.  would  produce  ;^2,78o,ooo. 
during  the  present  financial  year,  adding 


the  ;£i34,ooo — which  represents  its  pro- 
porticHi — to  the  ;^2,865,ooo,  gives  us  a 
total  of  ;£2>999,ooo.  I  find,  therefwe, 
that  these  Estimates — without  touching  the 
Additional  Estimates  at  all — represmt  an 
increased  expenditure  of  _;£2i9,ooo,  whidi 
is  equal  to  7.8  per  cent.  So  that  in  re- 
spect of  these  Estimates  alone,  without 
taking  into  account  one  penny  of  the 
;^ioo,ooo  additional  which  is  being  ex- 
pended, we  find  that  whilst  the  revenue 
has  increased  by  only  5.6,  the  expenditure 
has  increased  by  7.8  per  cent. 

Mr.  Maugek*. — For  this  year  as  against 
last  year? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Of  course.  It 
is  a  fair  thing  to  assume  that  the  expendi- 
ture will  increase  in  a  growing  concern  

Mr.  Mauger. — But  not  in  the  same 
ratio. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Not  in  anything 
like  the-  same  ratio.  It  ought  to  increase 
at  a  less  ratio  than  that  at  which  the  re- 
venue increases. 

Mr.  Mauger. — This  expenditure  repre- 
sents accumulated  arrears. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  must  confess 
that  if  one  wishes  to  ascertain  anything 
from  the  Budget  papers — and  the  same  re- 
mark is  applicable  to  all  Budget  papers  

Mr.  Page. — Except  those  of  the  honor- 
able member  himself. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE. —If  one  wishes  to 
ascertain  any  special  information  from  the 
Budget  papers — and  a  similar  remark  is 
applicable  to  all  Bud^  papers,  my  own  in- 
cluded— he  has  to  wwry  through  them 
from  beginning  to  qnd  before  he  can  achic\"e 
his  purpose. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  not  the  hmorable 
member  think  that  that  state  of  affairs  is 
brought  about  intentionally  ? 

:\(r.  \V.  H.  IRVINE.— I  never  brought 
it  about  intentionally,  but  I  will  not  an- 
swer, for  other  Ministers.  Of  course,  the 
Postmaster-General  may  have  a  complete 
reply  to  my  remark.?  

Mr.  Thomas. — The  Postmaster- General 
will  make  the  position  quite  clear  directlv. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— No  doubt. 
When  we  come  to  the  Additional  Estimates, 
we  find  that  they  provide  for  an  increase 
in  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  ^107,000,  in  addition  to  an  ex- 
penditure of  ;^63,ooo  upon  new  works, 
without  one  single  farthing  being  added  to 
the  revenue.  But  I  put  aside  for  the  mo- 
ment the  ^63,000  provided  for  additional 
works — the  whole  of  which  ought  not  to 
be  contributed  by  this  year,,  but  onlv  one- 
tenth  of  it— as  iiB?Sia*fffi?kJjOOgl^ 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — Will  that  mone}'  be 
spent  this  year? 

Mr.  VV.  M.  IRVINE.— I  am  not  taking 
that  question  into  aMisid^ation.  I  am 
dealing  only  with  the  additional  ordinary 
expenditure  for  this  year  —  with  the 
j£io7,ooo. 

Mr.  Fisher. — And  recurring  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  \V.  H.  IRVINE.— It  is  rather  im- 
portant that  we  should  know  whether  or 
not  it  is  recurring  expenditure.  I  find 
that  that  additional  expenditure  provides 
for  the  employment  of  no  less  than  900 
additional  hands — new  men  who  are  cann- 
ing in  at  the  fifth  class  

Mr.  Maugeb. — It  provides  for  905  ad- 
ditional <rfficers. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Thus  we  find 
that,  though  upon  the  ordinary  Estimates 
the  expenditure  has  increased  by  7.8  per 
cent.,  as- against  an  increase  in  revenue  of 
5.6  per  cent.,  the  Government  now  ask 
u»— practically  in  the  tenth  month  of  the 
financial  year — for  an  additional  ^^107,000 
— which,  presumably,  will  all  be  expended 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months — and 
which  will  bring  the  expenditure  up  to 
11.5  per  cent.,  or  practically  double  the 
whole  of  the  increased  revenue. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Where  is  this  sort 
of  thing  to  end  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Exactly.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  in  a  great  De- 
partment like  the  Post  Office,  and  in  a  pro- 
gressive country  like  Australia,  there  must 
be  a  axitinual,  steady  increase  of  expen>- 
diture  in  proportion  to  the  revenue  Te- 
ceived.  But  I  think  it  has  always  been  the 
endeavour  of  every  Department,  and  of 
every  Minister,  to  see  that,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  increased  expenditure  shall  bear 
a  reasonable  ratio  to  the  increased  re\'enue 
— that  it  shall,  if  anything,  be  somewhat 
less. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Provided  that  adequate 
provision  has  been  previously  made  out  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  W.  H.  .IRVINE.— That  is  the 
point. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  the  whole  point. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — This  expenditure  repre- 
sents an  accumulaticm  of  arrears. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  the  result  of  sweating. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  Postmaster- 
General  may  have  a  complete  answer  to  the 
position  which  I  take  up,  but  the  least 
that  he  can  do  is  to  place  the  Committee 
in  possession  of  it. 

[36'] 


Mr.  Mauger. — If  the  hoiorable  mem-  , 
ber  had  been  presmt  on  Friday,  he  would 
have  gained  a  lot  of  information.  ' 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  think 
that  anything  was  said  on  that  particular 
point. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — I  shall  be  happy  to  give 
the  honorable  member  further  informatics. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  it  should  turn 
out  that  the  expenditure  for  the  present 
financial  year  has  to  be  increased  in  order 
to  make  up  for  sweating,  as  the  right  han- 
orable  member  for  East  Sydney  put  it — I 
do  not  know  whether  that  means  that  en- 
ploy^  have  been  underpaid  

Mr.  Reid. — Thev  have  been  ovei- 
worked  and  underpaid. 

^!r.  Webster. — They  have  not  been 
paid  for  the  work  which  they  have  done. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  they  have  not 
been  paid,  they  ought  to  be.  Everybody  is 
quite  prepared  to  see  justice  done  in  that 
direction.  But  the  Postmaster- General 
ought  to  tell  us  exactly  why  this  additional 
bill  is  presented  to  us.  As  vet,  we  have 
had  no  really  satisfactory  information  upon 
the  subject.  No  one  will  welcome  such  in- 
formation more  than  I  shall,  but  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  put  these  plain  figures  before 
the  C<Knmittee,  in  order  to  elicit  informa- 
ti(Mi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4-7]- — The  discussion  of  the  Addi- 
ticxial  Estimates  this  afternoon  has  taken 
me  SOToewhat  by  surprise.  Probably,  sir, 
your  ruling  is  correct,  but  I  did  not  anti- 
cipate that  the  Additional  Estimates  would 
be  discussed  before  the  consideration  of 
the  Estimates-in-Chief  had  been  concluded. 
If  I  interpret  your  decision  aright,  it  is 
that  at  this  period  a  discussion  may  take 
place  upon  the  .Additional  Estimates,  as 
weir  as  upon  the  Estimates  in-Chief  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  adoption  of 
that  course  will  save  time. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  am  quite 
agreeable  to  that  course  being  adopted, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  very  much  pre- 
fer it.  I  have  been  waiting  for  the  dis- 
cussion upon  the  Estimates-in-Chief  to  con- 
elude  before  making  a  statement  in  regard 
to  the  Additional  Estimates,  for  which  hon- 
orable members  must  understand  I  am  re- 
spcmsible.  I  am  not  going  to  allow  those 
Estimates  to  be  passed  without  placing 
upon  record  the  reasons  why  I  submit  them. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  the  reasons 
whv,  when  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
Estimates-in-Chief,  they  shpw  an  increased 

Digitized  by  La OOg IC 


10190  Eatimates.        [REPRESENTATIVES.]  E^imatea. 


expenditure  of  500,000  over  the  ex- 
penditure of  last  year? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Perhaps  I  can- 
not satisfy  hoxirable  membo^  in  that  re- 
gard. I  am  not  gcnng  to  be  placed  in  a 
false  position  because,  as  honorable  mem- 
bers know,  the  Treasurer  has  practically 
no  cmtrol  over  the  administration  of  any 
Department.  I  am  not  blaming  die  Postr 
master-General  at  all  for  the  increased  ex- 
penditure proposed,  because  I  know  what 
a  huge  Department  he  has  to  administer. 
But  for  my  own  protection  I  desire  to  place 
upon  record  the  reasons  why  I  have  been 
compelled  to  submit  these  Additional  Esti- 
mates. With  your  permission,  sir,  I  wish 
to  trace,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  history  of 
the  growth  of  the  increased  expenditure  of 
this  Departmait  up.  to  the  present  stage. 
These  Additional  Estimates  provide  for  a 
total  expenditure  of  ;^57 1,028. 

Mr  Page. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
You,  sir,  confine  honorable  members  pretty 
closely  to  the  point  at  issue,  and  yet  you 
are  allowing  the  Treasurer  to  make 
rambling  remarks  in  the  nature  of  a  finan- 
cial statement.  If  other  honorable  mem- 
bers attempted  to  adopt  that  course,  they 
would  be  promptlv  pulled  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order!  .  What  is 
the  honorable  member's  point  of  order? 

Mr.  Page. — I  desire  to  kix>w  whether 
the  Treasurer  is  in  order  in  making  prac- 
tically a  finaixHal  statement? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  was  waiting  to 
ascertain  exactly  what  line  the  Treasurer 
proposed  to  follow.  I  hope  that  he  is  not 
going  to  make  a  statement  dealing  with 
the  Estimates  for  the  whole  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Departments,  If  he  attempts 
to  follow  that  course,  he  will  be  out  of 
order.  But  he  will  *  be  quite  in  order  in 
dealing  with  any  of  the  Estimates  relajing 
to  the  Postmaster-General's  Department. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  was  mainly 
the  Postmaster -General's  Department  that 
I  was  referring  to.  There  was  only  one 
other  Department  about  which  I  intended 
to  sav  a  few  words,  in  order  to  make  the 
position  clear  to  honorable  members.  I 
desired,  sir,  to  quote  a  few  Hgures  regard- 
ing the  Defence  Department. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  have  passed  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  Defence  Department.  • 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that, 
and  that  is  where  the  trouble  comes  in.  We 
have  not  passed  certain  amounts  <xi  the 
Additional  Estimates. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  trouble  is  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  bring 
down  the  Additicaial  Estimates  socxi 
enough. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  brought 
down  the  Additional  Estimates  almost  tm- 
mediately  I  was  asked  to  do  so,  but  I  did 
not  anticipate  that  the  two  discussi<Mis 
would  be  dove-tailed  into  wie.  It  is  only 
to  the  items  for  the  Defence  Department 
that  I  wish  to  refer,  sir. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  order  in  dealing  with 
the  Estimates  for  that  Department. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  that  case,  I 
shall  reserve  whait  I  wish  to  say  until  we 
reach  those  Estimates.  After  deducting 
certain  totals,  these  Estimates  provide  the 
sum  of  ;4^57i,038. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  rise  to  order,  .ar,  be- 
cause it  appears  to  me  that  the  Treasurer 

is  attempting  to  depart  from  your,  ruling. 
He  has  mentioned  that  "  these  "  Estimates 
provide  the  sum  of  j£57 1,028.  That  is  the 
total  amount  of  the  Additional  Estimates, 
and  I  draw  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Estimates  for  the  Postmaster-General's 
Department  provide  £107,000  and 
^63,000,  making  a  total  of  ^£170,000  in 
round  figures.  Suppose  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  goes  outside  the  proposed 
appropriation  of  ^£170, 000,  the  other 
items  are  included  in  the  Estimates  for  De- 
partments which  have  already  been  passed, 
and  we  should  be  unable  to  discuss  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  submit,  sir,  that 
in  this  general  discussion  it  will  be  quite 
in  order  to  take  into  account  all  the  factors 
concerning  the  Estimates  now  before  the 
Ccwnmittee.  How  can  we  discuss  the  de- 
partmental finances  unless  all  the  factors 
are  on  the  board? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — What  I  am  arguing  is  that 
we  can  discuss  the  item  of  ^£170, 000,  but 
not  the  item  of  ;£57i.028. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  submit,  sir,  that 
the  Treasurer  will  be  quite  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing any  matter  relating  to  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  either  on  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates  or  on  the  Estimates-in- 
Chief ,  so  far  as  it  will  make  clear  its  whole 
financial  position. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  took  it  that  the 
Treasurer  was  merely  mentioning  incident- 
ally that  there  is  provided  a  certain  sum, 
out  of  which,  I  presume,  so  much  is  re- 
quired for  the  Post  and. '^'e^gr^aBlflj^epart- 
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ment.  I  did  Dot  understand  him  to  be  dis- 
cussing the  matter  at  all.  He  is  quite  in 
order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  I  merely 
wished  to  state  the  total  sum  which  is  pro- 
vided on  Ihese  Estimates,  but  if  the  desire 
is  not  to  discuss  in  detail  now  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates  as  well  as  the  Estimates- 
iD-Chief  for  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment I  shall  refrain  from  doing  so.  I 
may  mentioa  that  the  Department  abscvbs 
the  following  amount  

Mr.  Pace. — On  a  pcunt  of  order,  sir,  I 
desire  to  ascertain  whether,  if  the  Treasurer 
makes  a  general  statement  concerning  this 
Department  on  the  Estimates-in- Chief,  we 
can  discuss  afterwards  the  Additional 
Estimates  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  is 
now  cpnsidering  the  Estimates  relating  to 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department,  and 
so  Itxig  as  the  Treasurer  confines  himself  to 
them  be  will  be  quite  in  atd&c. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — That  is,  Estimates  amount- 
ing to  ^£107,000  i  he  must  not  go  outside 
that  proposal  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  provision 
for  this  Department  includes  £^1 07 ,000 
and  a  lot  more.  On  the  AdditicHial  Esti- 
mates there  is  provided  for  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  ;£io7,72o  under  or- 
Binary  votes,  ^^975  under  the  head  of 
Home  Affairs  for  maintenance,  £fi^,A^o 
under  the  control  of  the  Postmaster-Gen - 
Tal  Sfx  new  w<»-ks  and  buildings,  and 
j^27,3ri  for  the  erection  of  post  oSBces, 
Sec.,  making  a  total  of  ;£i99f3i6  for  the 
Department.  I  have  a  statement  which 
shows  the  increase  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture. I  am  sorry  thati  I  did  not  know  that 
the  discussion  was  likely  to  take  this  trend, 
otherwise  I  would  have  referred  to  these 
items  before  the  honorable  member  fw 
Flinders  spoke,  as  1  could  have  given  him 
a  good  deal  of  detailed  information  con- 
cerning the  matiters  cm  which  he  spoke 
generally. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — But  there  is  no  ad- 
ditiixial  revenue? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  I  shall 
state  the  revenue  presently,  because  I  have 
had  a  return  prepared  up  to  date.  Honor- 
able members  are  aware,  through  the  press, 
that  some  attacks  have  been  made  upon  me 
becaiue  I  would  not  and  could  not  provide 
mcxie^  enough  to  supply  the  requirements 
of  this  Department  during  the  last  seven  or 
eight  months.  I  propose  to  quote  some 
figures  in  order  to  show  how  die  depart- 
mental expenditure  has  grown  »nce  1900-1, 


when  it  was  ^£2,595,860.  In  1901-2  it  was 
;^2,383.8i5;  in  1903-3,  ^^2,568,846;  in 
1903-4,  ^£^2,697.454;  in  1904-5. 
£2,699,66^  ;  in  1905-6,  ^^2,784,664;  in 
1906-7.  ;^^2,965,773;  while  in  1907-8  it  is 
estimated  at  ^^3*498,503,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  ;£532,73o,  in  1907-8,  as  com- 
pared with  ^  previous  year. 

Mr.  McWnxiAMS. — It  is  about  time  the 
honorable  g^tleman  took  a  pull  on  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  com- 
plaining of  any  one,  except  that  I  have  my 
own  ideas  about  certain  diings. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^To  gain  what  in- 
ci-ease  of  revenue? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  shall  come 
to  that  immediately. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Are  those  ideas  for 
circulatiOT? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  submit- 
ting the  figures  so  that  they  shall  appear  in 
Hansard. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  gen- 
tleman said  just  now  that  he  had  some 
Ideas  of  his  own,  and  I  wish  to  know  if 
he  will  icommumcate  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.^Not  .at  the 
present  juncture.  The  reason  why  I  am 
going  into  this  detail  is  because  I  have  to 
protect  myself  as  Treasurer  against  the 
demands  few  large  increases  of  expenditure 
which  are  coming  forward. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hraiorable  gen- 
tleman means  that  he  has  to  protect  him- 
self against  the  Postmaster-General  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No.  My  hon- 
orable colleague  and  I  get  on  very  well  in- 
deed. I  am  not  blaming  him.  I  recognise 
that  it .  is  very  difficult  for  an  honorable 
member  who  is  new  to  the  positicm  to  have 
full  grip  and  control. 

Mr.  Page. — Whom  does  the  honorable 
member  blame? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  blame 
the  honorable  member  except  to  a  small 
extent,  because  sometimes  he  asks  for  works 
to  be  done  which  might  be  delayed  a  Uttle, 
and  that  is  the  case  with  a  large  number 
of  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Page. — For  what  purpose  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  think  that  my  con- 
stituents sent  me  here? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— One  reason  w-ns 
that  the  honorable  mmber  might  get  all  that 
he  could  out  of  the  Treasury  for  them.  In 
the  year  1900-1,  the  revenue  from  the  De- 
partment was  ;^2,269,502  ;  in  1901-2, 
j£2,372,86i;  in  1902-3,  £2,404,-j$o;  in 
i903-4»       ^12,5x0,203;      in  1904-5. 
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in  1906-7,  ;£3,i29»074;  while  the  revenue 
for  1907-8,  is  estimated  at  ;£3,297>ooo.  At 
the  end  of  the  present  financial  year  the 
difference  between  the  increase  of  expendi- 
ture and  the  increase  of  receipts  will  be 
;^364,8o4,  not  including  interest  on  build- 
ings, that  is  to  say,  the  expenditure  has 
increased  by  j£5i2,23°  in  1907-8,  while 
the  receipts  have  increased  by  only 
j£i6t,926,  the  difference  being  ;£364,8o4. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  Government  will 
not  propose  to  reduce  the  revenue  by  the 
adopti(»i  of  penny  postage? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— I  am  not  go- 
ing  to  deal  with  that  matter  now. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Can  the  honorable 
gentleman  state  what  profits  were  made  by 
the  Department  under  State  control  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  informa- 
tion has  been  given  previously,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  overweight  this  statement.  The 
increase  in  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  Department  of  the  Postmas- 
ter-General is  most  serious.  This  increase 
in  employes  is  necessary ;  but  the  only  rea- 
son that  can  justify  it  is  that  previously,  as 
the  Postmaster-Goieral  says,  the  Depart- 
ment was  starved. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  this  Government  has 
been  starving  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  the  year 
1 900- 1  the  number  of  permanent  employes 
was  9»930.  In  X901-2  the  number  on  the 
Estimates  was  10,152;  in  1902-3,  10,259; 
in  1903-4,  10,498;  in  1904-5,  10,772;  in 
1905-6,  10,759;  in  1906-7,  10,932;  and  in 
1907-8,  12,506;  an  increase  in  one  year 
of  1,574;  whereas  the  previous  average 
annual  increase  has  been  168.  The  aver- 
age salary  was,  in  1902-3,  ^^121,  and  in 
1907-8,  though  in  the  two  previous 

years  it  stood  at  j£iSS-  The  appointments 
made  recently,  however,  have  been  chiefly 
to  the  lower  grades  of  the  service.  When 
making  my  Budget  statement,  I  said  that 
I  had  been  asked  to  sanction  the  appoint- 
ment of  1,000  new  hands,  to  which  I  de- 
murred ;  but  I  found  myself  compelled  to 
make  provision  for  the  appointment  of  669, 
apportioned  among  the  States  as  follows: 
— New  South  Wales,  267  ;  Victoria,  22a ; 
Queensland,  103 ;  South  Australia,  17 ; 
Western  Australia,  25 ;  and  Tasmania,  35. 
During  the  year,  I  have  been  repeatedly 
applied  to  by  the  Postal  Department  to 
sanction  further  expenditure,  and  the  ad- 
vances which  I  made  over  and  above  the 
provision  on  the  Estimates  practically  ex- 
hausted my  account.  But  the  applications 
to  me  were  so  repeated  aiid  so  forcible  that 


I  was  bound  to  do  the  best  I  could.  The 
number  of  temporary  hands  actually  em- 
ployed on  the  31st  December  last  was 
1,908,  of  wh^  883  were  being  employed 
in  New  South  Wales,  300  in  Victoria,  320 
in  Queensland,  95  in  South  Australia,  321 
in  Western  Australia,  and  89  in  Tasmania. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  1,574  perma- 
nent hands  will  take  the  place  of  tempor- 
ary hands? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Postmas- 
ter-General will  be  able  to  supply  those  de- 
tails. -  I  asked  the  Public  Service  Ctm- 
missioner  to  inquire  into  the  ground  for 
every  recommendation  made  to  me,  and  al- 
lowed provision  to  be  made  only  on  his 
certificate ;  but  I  found  the  money  for 
every  appointment  which  he  cei^ified  to  be 
necessary.  I  therefore  provided  for  183 
new  officers  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance, 
The  Additicmal  Estimates  provide  for  905 
officers,  including  the  183.  These  olR- 
cers  are  distributed  among  the  States  as 
follows : — In  New  South  Wales,  480 ;  in 
Victoria,  315 ;  in  Queensland,  40 ;  in 
South  Australia,  43 ;  in  Westan  Australia, 
5;  and  in  Tasmania,  22.  Adding  these 
to  the  nunUier  provided  in  the  Estimates-in- 
Chief,  provision  in  the  total  Estimates  for 
the  current  year  has  been  made  for  1,574 
new  permanent  appointments.  Of  these. 
New  South  Wales  has  747,  Victoria  537, 
Queensland  143,  South  Australia  60, 
Western  Australia  30,  and  Tasmania  57. 
Other  appointments  to  the  service  do  not 
exceed  60. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IrVine. — I  was  right  in 
saying  that  the  increase  in  the  Postal  De- 
partment is  equal  to  about  15  per  cent. 

Mr  Mauger. — Not  one  too  many. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  is  another 
matter.  The  Committee  expects  '  an  ex- 
planation frcwn  the  Postmaster-General.  It 
is  not  getting  one  from  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  When  the 
draft  Additional  Estimates  were  sent  to 
me  from  the  Department,  although  the 
Postmaster -General  was  very  desirous  of 
obtaining  additional  expenditure,  I  found 
it  necessary  to  reduce  his  estimates  by 
;^73,ooo.  I  did  that,  making  what  I 
deemed  to  be  a  safe  calculation  as  to  the 
revenue  which  I  should  receive,  and  the 
amount  I  should  have  to  expend  out  of 
the  Commonwealth  one-fourth.  I  gave 
the  Postmaster- General  credit  for  ;^i7,ooo 
in  connexion  with  transfers  from  Ltxidon, 
which  he  has  paid  into  the  revenue,  though 
I  declined  to  do^^,  b^^OOglc 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — There  will  be  no 
money  for  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  to  deal 
with  if  the  Treasurer  expends  all  his 
revenue. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Unless  the 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill  is  passed,  some  of 
the  appropriations  will  lapse,  and  I  do  not 
wish  that  to  come  about.  If  that  hap- 
pened, the  mcmey  would  have  to  be  re- 
voted  next  year,  which  would  swell  the  Es- 
timates of  Expenditure  for  that  year. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Next  year  will  bear 
<Milv  its  own  expenditure. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  bear 
its  own  expenditure,  but,  if  we  do  not 
spend  the  money  that  we  vote,  and  tha  vote 
lapses,  we  shall  have  to  finj  the  money 
out  of  next  year's  revenue  for  a  vote  made 
this  year.  In  order  to  show  how  I  have 
had  regard  to  next  year's  expenditure, 
I  may  say  that  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  desired  me  to  provide 
^300,000  more  this  year  for  works  that 
would  not  be  commenced  until  n^  year, 
and  that  I  refused  to  accede  to  the  request. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  would  be  a  silly  business 
to  vote  money  this  year  for  works  next 
year. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  know 
that  it  would  be  silly,  and  I  only  mention 
the  fact  in  order  to  show  that  the  Depart- 
ment coitemplates  a  great  expenditure  next 
year. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Where  is  the  sense 
of  such  a  request? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not 
know. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  idea  was  to  ask  Par- 
liament to  auth(»ize  works  so  that  money 
could  be  spent  in  the  year  in  which  the 
money  was  voted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— As  I  said  be- 
fore, I  wily  mention  the  fact  to  show  that 
we  may  expect  soax  large  works  next  year. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  two  Ministers  ap- 
pear to  be  getting  mixed  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  not  so; 
I  have  had  these  matters  too  much  under 
ccHisideration  to  get  mixed.  In  ccmclusion 
of  my  remarks  upon  this  particular  ques- 
tion, I  desire  to  say  that  the  large  increase 
of  permanent  employ^  is  to  me  a  source 
of  great  concern,  and  I  have  agreed  to  the 
proposal  only  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
tinued assertion  that  the  Post  and  Tele^ 
graph  Department  cannot  be  efEciently 
carried  on  without  those  extra  appoint- 
ments, 'and  that  the  employment  of  so 
many  temporary  hands  is  not  conducive  ,  to 
ecwiwnical  working. 


Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  honorable  gentle- 
man put  that  statement  in  writing? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have,  be- 
cause I  desire  it  to  be  kept  as  a  record.  I 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  possible  for  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  or  any 
other  honorable  member,  five  or  six  years 
hence,  if  I  live  so  long,  to  point  to  me  as 
the  Treasurer  who  was  responsible  for  this 
increase  of  expraditure.  I  have  known 
such  a  thing  done;  and,  therefore,  I  pro- 
tect myself  on  this  occasion.  I  think  it  is 
quite  true  that  the  employment  of  so  many 
temporary  hands  is  not  conducive  to  econo- 
mical working.  Permanent  hands  doubt- 
less work  better ;  and,  if  they  do  not  fully 
know  their  duties  at  first,  they  very  soon 
learn  them,  and  in  many  respects  are  pre- 
ferable to  temporary  crfficers. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  is  a  very 
good  justification  for  substituting  perman- 
ent men  for  temporary  men. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  advised 
that,  as  occasion  presents  itself,  the  num- 
ber of  temporary  hands  will  be  reduced 
very  considerably,  and  that  that  is  the  jus- 
tification for  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
permanent  hands. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Would  not  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Minister  apply  to  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  permanent  hands,  to 
which  he  says  he  objects  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  ob- 
ject; I  am  merely  giving  the  informaticm 
as  to  the  number  required,  and  a  warning 
that  the  matter  must  be  carefully  looked 
into. 

Mr.  Povnton. — Is  there  not  also  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  temporary  em- 
ployes ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  and  I 
may  say  that,  as  Treasurer,  I  have  had  to 
find,  I  think,  ;^25,ooo  more  than  was 
voted  CHI  that  score.  When  I  asked  why 
the  increased  number  was  necessary,  I  was 
told,  in  addition  to  the  reasons  I  have  al- 
ready given,  that  the  volume  of  business 
was  so  great  as  to  necessitate  the  appoint- 
ments ;  and,  as  I  could  not  provide  for 
the  full  increase  of  permanent  employes, 
temporary  appointments  were  made  in  the 
meantime.  My  contention  is  that,  after 
the  number  of  permanent  employes  ap- 
pointed, the  number  of  temporary  employes 
ought  to  be  reduced  very  considerably.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  last  year 
or  two  have  been  boom  years,  and,  if  bad 
seasons  come,  a  large  army  of  permanent 
employes  may  proveeml»rrassingj  I  think 
that  the  right  Kttfmmd-^yM§^>for  East 
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Sydney  has  had  some  experience  of  similar 
conditions  arising  in  New  South  Wales, 
when  the  number  of  public  servants  had  to 
be  reduced.  It  is  asserted  that  in  the  past 
the  Departments  have  been  starved  in  em- 
ployes, and  thus  there  arises  the  demand 
for  such  a  large  increase  this  year.  But 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  demand 
for  works  expenditure  has  been  very  large, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  we  ought  not  to  force 
too  much  expenditure  into  one  year,  but, 
if  possible,  let  each  year  bear  a  fair  share 
of  the  increase.  I  cannot  resist  giving  a 
warning  that  the  rushing  up  of  expendi- 
ture may  prove  the  high  road  to  a  very 
strong  retrenchment  agitation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  Minister 
giving  a  quotation,  or  reading  words  which 
he  himself  has  written  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  the  last 
half-minute  or  so  I  have  read  what  I 
have  myself  written.  The  works  expendi- 
ture in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
in  1902-3  was  ;^i35,699  i  >903-4.  it  ^^as 
;^i87,8o9;  in  1904-5,  it  was  ;^i3i,829; 
in  1905-6  it  was  jCii6,5T5;  in  1906-7  it 
was  and  in   1907-8  it  \vas 

;£S'24,699,  the  last  mentioned  sum  being 
made  up  of  original  Estimates  £43A>°7^> 
and  Additional  Estimates  ^^90,621.  This 
shows  an  increase  over  last  year  of  about 
^^250,000. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — In  my  calculation, 
I  have  deducted  rnily  ;^i35,ooo  from  the 

;^S24,00O. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  order  to  ar- 
rive at  the  position  as  to  the  increase  over 
last  year,  there  must  be  deducted  .1^275,000 
odd.  I  should  have  liked  to  deal  with  the 
Defence  Estimates  now,  so  as  to  have 
placed  the  whole  financial  position  before 
honorable  members,  but  that  is  not  pos- 
sible at  the  present  stage. 

Mr.  Reid. — Will  the  Treasurer  give  us 
a  list  of  the  items  that  constitute  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  of  ;£25o,ooo  on  De- 
fence? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  but,  as  I. 
say,  I  cannot  do  it  at  the  present  stage. 
As  Treasurer,  I  feel  that,  in  the  face  of 
increasing  expenditure,  without  correspond- 
ing increase  of  revenue,  as  we  had  last 
year  and  one  or  two  years  before,  we  must 
be  very  careful  what  is  done  regarding 
these  Estimates.  I  admit  that  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  is  perhaps  the 
most  difficult  to  manage,  not  only  by  the 
Minister,  but  by  the  heads  of  the  branches. 
The  services  of  the  Department  are  so  far- 
"••ching  throughout  the  continent,  that  it 


requires  very  close  organizatiwi  in  order  to 
secure  efficiency  and  success. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Does  not  the  Trea- 
sury keep  the  accounts  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  there  no  regular 
account  kept  in  the  Treasury  of  the  ex- 
penditure and  revenue  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— All  the  revenue 
has  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — But  is  there  no 
account  kept  of  how  much  of  the  expendi- 
ture on  the  new  works  and  buildings  is  to 
be  attributed  to  the  expenditure  in  any  one 
year? 

Sir    WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  not 

made  any  attempt  to  keep  such  an  account ; 
but  what  I  do  think  is  that  there  ought  to 
be  an  annual  report  frtxn  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  REiD.--C(nitaining  all  the  tnftmna- 
tion  now  suggested. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Post- 
master-General is  not  to  blame  for  the  ab- 
sence of  a  report,  and  I  know  that  its  pre- 
paration would  be  difficult. 

Mr.  Reid. — Why  has  the  Treasurer  not 
made  the  suggestion  to  those  Ministers  on 
whom  he  has  been  trampling? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— 1  have  not 
been  trampling  on  any  Ministers — I  am  the 
most  docile  man  in  the  world.  All  I  desire 
is  to  protect  myself. 

Mr*.  Joseph  Cooic. — If  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  not  to  blame  for  the  absence  of 
a  report,  who  is? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  present 
Postmaster-General  has  not  been  l<xig  in 
office. 

Mr.  Reid. — Who  is  the  other  fellow  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Depart- 
ment cannot  be  worked  by  the  Postin aster- 
General  alone ;  he  must  have  the  assistance 
of  the  heads  of  branches. 

Mr.  Reid. — And  the  Postmaster-General 
has  taken  the  position  on  a  Ccwamittee  of 
Inquiry  in  order  to  fill  up  his  spare  time  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— And  I  think 
the  Postmaster-General  will  do  a  ctmsider- 
able  amount  of  good  on  that  Ccmimittee  of 
Inquiry.  I  do  not  agree  with  honorable 
members  who  are  of  opinion  that  this  com- 
mittee will  result  in  no  good;  because  the 
object  is  to  ascertain  where  the  public  are 
dissatisfied,  and  where  the  organisation  can 
be  improved. 
.  Mr.  Reid. — The  Postmaster-General  has 
not  time  for  that  wgriudbyLaOOQlC 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  members 
of  the  Committee  have  taJcen  the  responu- 
bility  on  themselves. 

Mr.  Batcuelca. — ^And  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  satisfy  themselves. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  was  pressed 
to  become  a  member,  but'  I  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  accept  the  invitation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  shall  find  when 
it  is  all  over  that  the  Committee  will  re- 
port that  they  ought  to  remove  themselves 
from  office  I 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
they  would  be  justified  in  making  any  such 
recommendaticMi.  However,  I  have  thought 
fit  to  put  the  po»ticHi  clearly  before  Par- 
liament and  the  country,  seeing  that,  dur- 
ing the  last  few  months,  I  have  done  my 
best  to  keep  down  expenditure  in  every 
possible  way.  I  have  been  blamed  for 
doing  this  by  those  \rfio  did  not  know  the 
financial  positicm  of  the  CcHnmonwealth, 
It  is  very  hard,  indeed,  to  meet  such  a  large 
increase  of  expenditure  in  one  year,  unless 
there  is  a  very  elastic  revenue ;  and  had  it 
not  been  fw  the  elastic  revenue  obtained 
since  the  imposition  of  the  present  so-called 
terrible  Tariff,  I  do  not  know  how  we 
should  ha\-e  dealt  with  the  expenditure  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  There 
has  been  a  great  clamour  for  works  ui  this 
Department,  and  my  reference  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Maranoa  applies  to 
almost  every  other  honorable  member.  The 
desire  amongst  us  is  that  our  constituents 
shall  be  properly  looked  after  in  the  way 
of  Post  and  Telegraj^  facilities. 

Mr.  Webster. — We  denre  to  see  the 
public  served. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  all  I  desire. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Quite  true,  and 
the  honorable  member's  constituents  are  part 
of  the  public.  I  hope  I  have  put  the  posi- 
tion clearly  before  honorable  members,  and 
shown  that  I  have  restrained,  in  part  at 
any  rate,  excessive  expenditure  in  connexion 
with  this  great  Department.  But  I  do 
urge  on  that  Deparbnent — I  have  urged  it 
many  times  privately  up«i  my  colleague 
the  Postmaster-General ;  and  he  is  taking 
the  right  course  now — to  see  whether  there 
is  not  some  fault  in  cramezitxi  with 
the  details  of  its  work.  That  is 
where  is  seems  to  me  that  there  is  scane 
fault.  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  Department 
give  satisfaction  to  the  public,  and  equally 
anxious  to  see  an  expansion  of  ccHiveniences, 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  extend  them, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 
But  we  cannot  expect  that  to  be  done  with- 
out finding  the  money.  .It  is  thus  that  I 


have  had  to  find  more  mooty  than  was 
anticipated  by  any  one  during  the  present 
year,  and  have  had  to  bring  down  these 
Additional  Estimates.  The  Canmittee  now 
know  the  whole  position  in  which  the  De- 
partment stands. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnong— Post- 
master-General) [4.51]. — I  do  not  propose 
to  deal  with  the  figures  which  have  been  given 
to  the  Committee  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  and  by  the  Treasurer.  My  hon- 
orable friends  have  given  the  increases  in 
lump  sums.  I  propose  to  give  them  in  per-, 
centages,  both  in  regard  to  revenue  and 
expenditure.  The  revenue  for  1902-3 
showed  an  increase  of  1.34  per  cent,  over 
the  revenue  for  1901-2 ;  of  4.39  per  cent, 
in  1903-4,  over  the  previous  year ;  of  4.87 
per  cent,  in  1904-5;  of  7.29  per  cent,  in 

1905-  6;  and  of  10.79  per  cent,  in  1906-7. 
This  year  it  is  estimated  that  the  increase 
will  be  approximately  5,38  per  cent. 

Mr.  Page. — Do  those  figures  represent 
the  whole  service? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — They  are  the  increases 
in  receipts  for  the  years  menticxied,  over 
the  previous  year's  receipts.  I  will  next 
give  in  percentages  the  increase  in  expendi- 
ture. Honorable  members  must  bear  in 
mind  that  we  are  now  paying  out  of  re- 
venue for  works  which  were  previously 
paid  for  out  of  loan  money. 

Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  Cmnmonwealth  had 
anv  loans  at  all  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No,  but  in  the  State 
days  many  of  these  works  were  paid  for 
out  of  loans.  In  1902-3  the  increased  ex- 
penditure over  X901-2  was  4-09  per  cent. ;' 
in  1903-4,  5.01  per  cent. ;  in  1904-5,  0.08 
per  cent;  in  1905-6,  3.15  per  cmt,;  in 

1906-  7,  6.50  per  cent.  In  other  words,  in 
1906-7  the  expenditure  increased  by  6.50 
p>er  cent. ,  whereas  the  receipts  increased  by, 
nearly  11  per  cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Can  the  Minister 
give  us  approximately  the  anticipated  re- 
venue and  expenditure  for  the  currait  year 
— I  mean  the  ratio? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  cannot  give  that  for 
this  year. 

Mr.  Reid. — Do  those  increases  to  which' 
the  Minister  refers  show  increases  of  ex- 
penditure im  one  year  over  the  year 
before? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Yes. 

Mr.  Reid. — Including  expenditure  on 
works  and  everything  else? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Including  works  and 
everything.  The  increase  of  revenue  in 
1906-7   over   iisnjz^ b>«a»Oj0Stei3»  or 
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31.86  per  cent.  The  increase  of  expendi- 
ture for  1906-7  over  1901-2  was  20.17  per 
cent.,  or  j£497>979* 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  does  not  look 
like  starving  the  Department — an  increased 
expenditure  of  20  per  cent,  to  get  30  per 
cent,  more  revenue ;  and  that  in  a  booming 
time.  It  cannot  be  said  that  that  lo(^  like 
a  starved  service. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  certainly  is  not  by 
any  means  an  inflated  service,,  especially 
when  honorable  members  bear  in  mind  that 
m  the  year  1904-5  we  had  practically  no 
increase  of  expenditure  at  all.  That  is 
where  the  trouble  has  arisen.  During  the 
last  three  years  the  sum  asked  for  by  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  has  been 
continually  reduced ;  and  last  year  we 
found  that  the  abnormal  increase  of  busi- 
ness and  the  shortage  of  <^cers  brought  us 
close  to  a  conditio  of  things  that  could 
not  continue.  There  were  complaints  all 
round  the  House. 

Mr.  Reid. — Why  did  the  Government 
continually  reduce  expenditure  when  it  was 
wanted? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Because  the  Treasurer 
who  preceded  the  previous  Treasurer,  hav- 
ing only  a  certain  amount  of  money  to 
spend,  cut  down  the  Department's  Esti- 
mates. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  Cabinet  is  all  one,  the 
Minister  should  recollect.  You  cannot 
split  a  Cabinet. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— My  honorable  friend 
has  asked  me  the  reason,  and  I  have  told 
him  plainly.  Some  of  the  reasons  for  this 
increased  expenditure  date  back  to  pre- 
Federal  days.  Just  previous  to  Federatiwi 
quite  a  number  of  telegraph  and  telephone 
lines- were  starved.  Some  of  the  poles  are 
now  rotten.  We  have  to  face  an  abnormal 
expenditure  to  put  these  works  into  an 
efficient  conditicxi.  We  have  had  to  face 
an  abnormal  expenditure  in  regard  to  wnks 
in  New  South  Wales,  South  Australia,  and 
Victoria. 

Mr.    Joseph   Cook.  —  Abn<»inal  in 

Sydney  ? 

Mr.  MAVGER.— In  the  way  of  under- 
grounding. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  was  done,  to  a 
great  extent,  before  the  Department  was 
taken  over. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— To  some  extent,  it  was 
done  in  Sydney,  but  not  in  Adelaide  and 
Melbourne;  and,  especially  in  Melbourne, 
the  undergrounding  has  been  a  cause  of 
ereat  expenditure. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Will  the  Minister 
allow  me  to  say  that  in  the  palculaticms 
which  I  Ifud  bexOTe  the  Committee  I  only 
debited  the  year's  accounts  with  10  per  cent 
of  that  expenditure. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  had  made  a 
calculation  something  like  that  of  the  hon- 
orable member,  on  the  basis  of  10  per  cent. 
In  the  appropriation  for  1907-8,  salaries 
and  contingerKies,  &c. ,  amount  to 
,^2,865,109,  and  Additional  Estimates 
amount  to  j£ioT,T2o.  Ten  per  cent,  on 
new  works — appropriation  for  1907-8, 
^^434,078 ;  and  Additional  Estimates, 
;^9o,62i — would  be  ^£52,470.  Add  that 
to  the  ;£2, 865,109  and  the  ^^107, 720,  and 
the  total  is  j£Zt°^5>^99-  T^^^t  calculation 
would  give  us  an  excess  of  revenue  for  the 
present  year,  over  the  expenditure,  of 
27**113;  the  estimated  revenue  being 
3,297,412.  I  fully  agree  with  the  h(«i- 
ori^Ie  member  for  Flinders  in  r^ard  to 
the  necessity  for  the  preparation  of  an 
annual  report.  But  such  a  repwt  must, 
of  course,  be  based  upon  reliable  data. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — So  far,  the  Minis- 
ter has  only  agreed  with  the  idea;  he  has 
not  done  tlie  thing. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Until  we  get  our 
works  and  buildings  transferred  definitely 
to  the  Commonwealth,  and  know  exactly 
our  capital  expenditure,  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible to  have  a  report  that  would  be  worth 
reading. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Surely  not.  The 
matter  to  which  the  Minister  has  referred 
does  not  affect  the  questiai.  The  interest  on 
the  transferred  buildings  is  a  fixed  sum. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Surely  no  balance- 
sheet  could  be  said  to  be  fair  until  the 
matter  of  the  transferred  buildings  is 
settled  up? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  Minister  could 
include  the  interest  on  those  buildings  in 
his  balanccsheet.  That  does  not  in  the 
slightest  degree  affect  the  matter. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  quite  admit  that  an 
annual  report  is  necessary,  and  should  be 
provided.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  provided 
next  year.  We  ought  to  have  approxi- 
mately a  statement  of  receipts  and  expen- 
diture for  the  various  branches  of  the  De- 
partment. We  ought  to  know  the  profits 
which  we  are  making  cm  the  telephone  ser- 
vices, or  the  losses  to  be  debited  to  it. 

Mr.  Webster. — Do  we  not  know  that? 

Mr,  MAUGER. — It  is  quite  impossible 
under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  heard  the  Minister  de- 
clare the  other  night  that  tte  telepbcme  sei^ 
vice  was  all  right.D,gjt„edbyCiOOgle 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— We  are  sureiy  dis- 
cussing a  business  matto-  in  a  buaness-Ulce 
way. 

Mr,  R£iD. — ^The  remark  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  was  a  sensible 
<»ie. 

Mr,  MAUGER.— I  think  it  will  be 
found  that  the  telephone  branch  is  the  best 
paying  branch  In  the  service. 

Mr.  Webster. — How  does  the  Minister 
know  that? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  make  the  statement 
fr<Mn  my  knowledge  of  the  Department.  A 
statement  regarding  the  various  branches  of 
the  Department  must,  however,  under  the 
best  of  conditions,  be  approximate.  Even  • 
in  the  central  <^ce,  officers  are  continually 
dividing  their  time  between  the  various 
■branches  of  the  Department ;  and  that  re- 
mark applies  partunilarly  to  the  larger 
country  offices. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  Minister  could  sepa- 
rate teleph<xies  and  telegraphs  almost  err- 
tirely. 

MV.  MAUGER. — I  do  not  know  that  we 
could  do  that.  We  intend  to  try  to  do  it, 
but  the  figures  will  be  only  approximate, 

Mr.  Page. — In  many  country  offices,  the 
telephone  work  is  combined  with  the  tele- 
graph work. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  where  the  dif- 
ficulty arises. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — What  I  meant  was  that 
it  is  quite  possible  to  separate  telephones 
and  telegraphs  from  the  purely  postal 
work. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  can  be  more 
easily  accomplished,  but  even  a  statement 
on  those  lines  would  be  approximate.  X 
roav  add  that  in  the  last  report  of  the  Post 
.and  Telegraph  Department  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  pointed  out  that,  although  the 
Department  has  been  in  existence  for  over 
100  years,  they  are  only  now  taking  the 
initial  steps  to  do  the  very  thing  that  my 
friend,  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders, 
asks  us  to  do. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Does  the  Minis- 
ter mean  that  we  are  to  wait  100  years  for 
a  proper  balance-sheet? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No  J  but  it  has  to  be 
remembered  that  we  have  had  to  amalga- 
mate the  post  and  telegraph  affairs  of  six 
States,  and  that  we  have  had  to  do  our 
work  in  the  face  of  shortage  of  moiKy, 
whilst  we  have  paid  for  the  whole  of  our 
new  works  out  of  revenue.  That  is  a  very 
great  accomplishment  in  itself,  and  could 
not  be  done  without  very  great  difficulty. 
But  I  fully  agree  with  the  business  prin^ 
ciples  laid  down  by  the  hontxable  member 


for  Flinders.  Already  we  have  taken  steps 
to  take  a  tally  during  the  coming  year  of 
the  work  done  by  the  officers  of  the  various 
branches,  and  to  drfwt  each  Department 
with  the  cost  of  Uie  wrark  done  for  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  Minister  will  want 
another  10,000  officers  to  do  all  that. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  quite  impossible 
to  arrive  at  an  approximate  estimate  unless 
it  is  done. 

.  Mr.  Reid. — ^The  Minister  should  not  go 
into  too  many  details  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  is  impossible  to 
arrive  at  an  estimate  unless  we  determine 
the  basis  upon  which  it  is  to  be  built. 

Mr,  Reid. — Do  not  carry  it  too  far. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— We  shall  try  not  to 
carry  it  too  far,  but  the  estimate  of  the 
co&t  of  branches  must  be  reasonably  ap- 
prcndmate  to  be  of  any  value  whatever, 

Mr.  Reid. — On  important  matters,  yes. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  the  present  Esti- 
mates are  cmsideied  in  the  light  <rf  the  c^- 
servations  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders,  it  will  be  found  that  this  excess 
revenue— ;^272,ii3 — will  practically  allow 
of  the  payment  of  3  per  cent,  interest  on 
transferred  properties,  taking  the  value 
thereof  at  000,000,  and  yield  a  balance 
9^  ,£92»ii3  to  be  brought  forward.  I  ad- 
mit that  I  have  not  included  the  10  per 
cent,  for  the  previous  years.  If  that  were 
included  it  would  reduce  the  balance. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — By  over  ^£100,000. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — Would  it  not  wipe  out 
the  balance  altogether? 

Mr.  MAUGER— No,  it  would  still  lea^-e 
us  with  a  balance  of  over  j^i  72,000, 

Mr.  W.  H,  Irvine. — My  criticism  was 
not  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Department 
had  not  paid  its  way,  but  was  directed 
to  the  point  that  it  was  desirable  not  to  in- 
crease the  expenditure  foe  the  year  faeycKid 
the  increase  of  revenue. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  expenditure  will  not  be  increased  at  the 
same  ratio,  because  we  shall  be  able  to  do 
away  with  one-fourth  of  the  temporary 
hands  that  we  have  at  present. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^They  would  have  to 
be  made  permanent  hands,  would  they  not  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  expenditure  will 
be  considerably  lessened. 

Mr.  Webster. — If  the  Department  had 
more  employes  than  it  required,  I  could 
understand  the  honorable  member's  state- 
ment. 

^  Mr.  MAUGER.— We  have  made  provi- 
sion for  temporary  hands,  and  are  provid- 
ing for  the  necessary  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  permanent  hands,  so  that  honors' 
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members  must  either  be  prepared  to  face  an 
increased  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the 
Department  or  to  allow  officers  to  continue 
to  do  work  allotted  to  higher  grades  with- 
out receiving  a  proportionate  increase  in 
their  remuneration,  and  to  allow  time  off 
to  accumulate.  In  other  words,  if  we  are 
to  properly  staff  the  Department,  Parlia- 
ment must  provide  the  necessary  means  for 
paying  for  tjiat  staflSng.  I  received  this 
morning  a  deputation  which  urged  that  we 
should  continue  country  mail  services  at  a 
loss.  Owing  to  the  increased  price  of 
fodder,  these  services  are  costing  us  this 
year  nearly  ^i^i  1,000  in  excess  of  the  cost 
for  last  year.  In  respect  of  a  very  large, 
number  of  them  we  are  losing  as  much  as 
50  per  cent,  over  and  above  receipts. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^And  are  not  the  contra^ 
tors  also  losing  money? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — If  we  are  to  pay  con- 
tractors on  the  basis  which  the  honorable 
member,  by  his  interjection,  seems  to  sug- 
gest, a  still  further  expenditure  will  be  in- 
curred. It  is  useless  for  honorable  mem- 
bers, on  the  one  hand,  to  oppose  sweating, 
and  to  demand  increased  postal  facilities 
if,  qn  the  other,  they  insist  upon  the  expen- 
diture being  kept  down.  The  Depart- 
ment is  faced  with  the  difficulties  with 
whidi  every  Government  post  and  tele- 
graphic service  in  the  world  is  confronted. 
It  has  to  pay  reascxiable  wages,  provide  for 
holidays  and  side  leave,  and  grant  many 
facilities  which  would  not  be  forthcoming 
if  the  Department  were  a  private  witer- 
prise.  We  have  also  to  provide  for  heavy 
losses  on  country  extensicwis,  and  these  must 
be  met  by  increased  expenditure.  A  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  expenditure,  as  sug- 
gested, would  show  exactly  in  what  respect 
losses  were  incurred  by  the  Department. 
If  the  Department  is  to  be  conducted  on 
business  principles,  Parliament  should 
vote  a  sum  to  meet  the  extraordinary  de- 
mands made  upon  it  to  provide  services 
which  in  no  way  relate  to  it.  In  respect 
of  our  oversea  mail  service  alone,  we  have 
to  pay  something  like  ;^i5,ooo  per  annum 
more  than  we  should  otherwise  have  to  do, 
because  of  a  provision  in  the  contract  relat- 
ing to  the  export  of  butter.  What  has  the 
carriage  of  butter  to  do  with  the  convey- 
ance of  mails?  Yet  we  find  that  that 
increased  cost  is  charged  to  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  We  are  paving 
heavy  subsidies  for  mail  steamers  to  carry 
passengers  and  cargo. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Such  charges  ought  to 
be  debited  to  the  State. 


Mr.  Page. — But  does  not  die  money 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  <xit  bodv  of 
taxpayers  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  no  objection  to 
the  present  systm  providing  that  my  De-  . 
partment  is  not  blamed  for  meeting  these 
demands. 

Mr,  Page.— The  representatives  of  some 
of  the  big  metropolitan  centres  may  find 
fault  with  the  system,  but  I  do  not. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Quite  so,  and  I  am 
sure  that  the  honorable  member  will  allow 
me  the  right  to  vindicate  my  Department. 
I  am  simply  pointing  out  that  we  have  to 
provide  facilities,  which  a  private  firm 
would  not  think  of  granting. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Then  the  Govern- 
ment should  apply  to  the  Department  the 
prindple  adopted  by  seme  Railway  Cchu- 
missioners  of  the  States,  who  say  that  if 
Parliament  requires  a  certain  policy  to  be 
carried  out,  it  must  provide  the  necessary 
funds. 

Mr.  ^^AUGER.— If  I  have  the  opportu- 
nity, such  a  scheme  will  be  submitted  at 
the  earliest  possible  momrat. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^That  will  be  about  ten  years 
hence. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  right  honorable 
member  is  gauging  the  time  by  his  own 
standard.  Last  year,  if  he  will  permit 
me  to  say  so,  he  screeched  about  sweating 
in  my  Department,  and  I  hope  that  he  will 
not  screech  to-day  about  the  expenditure 
incurred  by  the  Department  in  an  effort  to 
do  away  with  that  sweating. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  have  not  a  word  of  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  appreciate  the  fair 
criticism  in  which  the  right  honorable 
member  has  indulged. 

Mr.  Carr. — Has  the  Minister  obtained 
the  Public  Service  Commissicxier's  sanction 
to  his  proposals  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Commissioner  has 
agreed  that  there  is  need  for  the  increased 
number  of  hands  in  New  South  Wales  for 
which  I  have  asked.  I  should  like  to  say 
in  passing  that  very  often  fears  of  the  pro- 
bable effects  of  a  drought  are  not  realized. 
It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  during  the  last 
drought  the  business  of  the  Department  i»> 
New  South  Wales — where  it  was  most 
keenlv  felt — ^increased  in  respect  of  every 
branch. 

Mr.  Webster. — And  vet  the  staff  at 
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Mr.  MAUGER.  —  That  was  not  my 
fault.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner^ 
in  his  classification  of  1904^  showed  that 
there  was  an  excess  of  officers. 

Mr.  Webster. — What  about  the  Cabinet 
Committee  of  Inquiry? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  was  about  to  say,  in 
answer  to  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  that 
my  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that 
there  will  not  be  the  slightest  hesitancy  on 
the  part  of  officers — from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  grades  of  the  Sovice — in  making 
a  full  and  fair  statement  of  their  com- 
plaints. 

^r.  Page. — Does  the  Cabinet  Cc»miiit- 
tee  propose  to  personally  visit  all  the  States 
capitals  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER— Personally. 

Mr.  Webster. — And  together? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  will  be  a  matter 
of  arrangement. 

Mr.  Reid." What  is  Parliament  to  do 
while  the  Ministers  are  away? 

Mr.  MAUGER— When  I  neglect  the 
duties  of  my  c^Sce  it  will  be  time  to  cchu- 
plain.  It  is  quite  possible  to  administer 
the  work  of  the  Department  in  any  of  the 
States.  I  repeat  that  every  opportunity  will 
be  given  for  public  servants  who  think  that 
there  is  a  principle  at  stake,  or  that  there 
is  ground  for  complainti  to  make  known 
their  complaints  either  privately  or  pub- 
licly in  any  fcmn  they  please. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— Then  the  members  of 
the  Committee  will  have  their  hands  full 
for  the  next  few  months. 

Mr.  MAUGER- — I  do  not  know  how 
long  the  inquiry  will  take.  After  all,  much 
of  the  trouble  that  has  taken  place  has 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  the  several  De- 
partments of  the  Commonwealth  are  pass- 
ing through  evcdutionary  stag^.  We  have 
taken  over  services  from  six  different 
States,  and  it  is  only  by  experience  that 
we  can  determine  how  the  work  of  each 
■of  the  Departments  should  be  so  allotted 
as  to  enable  than  to  fit  in  with  eadi  other. 
A  great  deal  of  trwible  can  be  remdved  by 
-dearly  defining  the  relations  of  the  several 
Departments  and  by  avcnding  centraliza- 
tion. 

Mr.  Page. — How  long  will  the  Commit- 
tee be  at  work? 

Mr,  MAUGER— We  shall  deal  as 
quickly  as  possible  with  the  work  before 
lis. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.15].— We 
must  thank  the  two  Ministers  for  their  ex- 
planaticMis.  Taken  together  they  unfortu- 
nately have  the  effect  of  making  the  -posi- 
tion more  confused  than  it  was;  but  we 


may  be  able  to  obtain  some  inf(vmati<Ht 
fr<Kn  them.  Since  we  are  dealing  with  a 
question  of  finance,'  I  think  it  ri{^t  to  say 
that  it  is  rather  surprising  that  Ministers 
have  not  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  point  out  how  unfair 
it  is  to  debit  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  in  any  one  year 
with  expenditure  on  works  the  utility  of 
which  may  last  perhaps  for  thirty  years. 
The  Treasurer  has  given  us  details  of  in- 
creased expenditure  in  a  given  year  on  pub- 
lic works  relating  to  the  Department;  but 
that  is  a  grossly  unfair  way  of  making  a 
caaparison  of  reod.pts  and  expenditure. 
This  expenditure  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  will  be  incurred  on  works  and 
services  the  utility  of  which  may  last  for 
twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — On  the  a\'erage 
about  ten  yws. 

Mr.  REID. — Then  let  us  say  ten  years. 
But  we  should  begin  by  making  that  ad- 
justment of  the  figures  which  have  been  put 
before  us.  Given  plenty  of  money  we  can- 
not have  a  better  system  of  finance  than 
that  under  which  we  put  our  revenue  into 
permanent  and  reproductive  works.  But 
when  we  have  either  to  starve  the  public 
services  or  adopt  some  more  rational  sys- 
tem of  expenditure,  we  must  decide  upon 
debiting  permanent  works  on  an  annual 
basis — on  the  basis  of  one  year's  expoidi- 
ture  <m  one  year's  services. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^Boiled  down,  that  means 
that  we  shouM  have  a  loan  expenditure 
with  a  sinking  fund  of  ten  or  twelve  years' 
duration. 

Mr.  REID. — Absolutely.  I  ventured  to 
introduce  that  system  in  New  South  Wales. 
In  that  State,  as  well  as  in  others,  loans 
were  dealt  with  under  a  very  rotten  system, 
although  the  country  was  rich  enough  to 
stand  it ;  but  I  established  the  principle  to 
which  I  have  referred  in  connexicxi  with 
expenditure  on  buildings  or  works,  the 
utility  of  which  might  extend  over  any  given 
period.  I  decided  upcm  a  system  under 
which  each  year's  revenue  contributed  its 
share  to  the  expenditure  on  such  works. 
The  result  was  that  the  expenditure  on  a 
given  work,  having  a  life  of  ten  or  twenty 
years,  was  paid  for  proportionately  out 
of  the  revenue  of  those  ten  or  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  became  of 
that  system? 

Mr.  REID. — I  believe  that  it  was 
dropped  after  I  went  oiit  of  office.  I 
suggest  to  the  C<Mp|j^(fe®Ogre»e  must 
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come  when  we  must  cease  to  cripple  the  Fe- 
deration and  starve  its  services  by  insisting 
on  debiting  the  revenue  of  any  one  year 
Tith  the  expenditure  on  buildings  which 
may .  last  for  thirty  or  forty  years.  We 
shall  have  to  revise  our  principles  of  finance 
wbeo  we  have  not  the  money  to  enable  us 
lo  continue  the  present  system,  but  as  long 
as  we  have  the  money  available  we  cannot 
do  better  than  put  it  into  reprofluctive 
services. 

Mr.  Fisher. — ^The  system  of  paying  for 
works  expenditure  out  of  tbe  year's  re~ 
venue  has  led  to  great  economy  in  carrying 
out  works  and  buildings. 

Mj.  REID.— Although  it  may  not  al- 
ways be  visible,  anything  in  the  direction 
of  economy  is  to  be  commended,  and  we 
should  constantly  endeavour  to  secure  it. 
But  what  surprises  me  most  in  ccHinexion 
with  the  cMidition  of  affairs  in  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  is,  the  absolute 
lack  of  foresight,  or  some  greater  defect, 
in  estimating  the  number  of  hands  required 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Department. 
The  density  of  ignorance  which  prevails  in 
some  financial  quarters  in  the  Ctxnmon- 
wealth  service — I  do  not  know  where — is 
to  be  seen  on  a  reference  to  the  following 
figures : — In  the  year  1906-7  the  Govern- 
ment actually  spent  2,600  on  temporary 
assistance  for  carrying  on  the  Department 
in  New  South  Wales,  and  for  1907-8  they 
actually  propose  to  spend,  not  more,  but 
;^3,6oo  less  than  was  found  necessary  in 
the  previous  year.  Is  not  that  a  mon- 
strous state  of  things  ?  Instead  of  provid- 
ing jQi2,6oo  agiun,  or  something  more,  to 
meet  the  expansion  of  the  Department, 
and  the  increasing  demands  for  assistance, 
they  have  actually  submitted  an  estimate  of 
;^9,ooo  for  .1907-8,  ac  £3,600  less  than 
was  actually  spent  on  temporary  assistance 
in  the  year  before. 

Mr.  MAUGER.-^The  reason  for  that  was 
given — a  drought  was  feared. 

Mr.  REID. — I  suppose  that  anything  in 
this  world  can  be  explained,  in  a  House 
of  Parliament,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  There  is 
^^20,500  on  the  Additional  Estimates  for 
this  purpose. 

Mr.  REID. — The  amount  set  down  in 
the  Estimates-in- Chief  is  quite  apart  from 
the  vote  for  £20,500  in  the  Additional 
Estimates.  It  was  necessary  to  spend 
;^z3,6oo  in  1906-7,  and,  instead  of  the 
GovOTunent  recognising  that  fact,  and  the 
tremendous  pressure  there  must  be  for  the 
employment  of  more  hands,  we  were  asked 
to  vote  tbe  sum  of  ;£9,ooo  instead  of 


;^i2,6oo,  for  th«  current  year,  with  the 
result  that  Additi<xial  Estimates  are  brought 
down,  including  a  sum  of  ;^20,5oo  fw 
temporary  assistance,  over  and  above  the 
;^9,ooo  submitted  in  the  Estimates-in- 
Chief. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^The  drought  has  dis- 
appeared, I  suppose.  . 

Mr.  REID. — I  suppose  so.  T  should 
say  that  In  the  smallest  town  in  Australia 
people  have  better  ideas  of  business  than 
these  Estimates  disclose.  Ministers  must 
have  had  this  pressure  for  more  hands 
staring  them  in  the  face  fOT  years  and 
years,  and  yet  they  deliberately  put  down 
a  smaller  amount  for  temporary  assistance 
this  year  than  they  had  actually  to  spend 
in  the  year  before,  with  the  result  that 
now,  when  we  are  within  three  months  of 
the  end  of  the  finandal  year,  we  are  called 
upon  to  vote  another  ;£20^50o.  In  other 
States,  this  has  not  been  ao  glaring.  In 
Victcffia,  jQlfAoo  was  spent  on  temporary 
assistance  in  1906-7,  and  the  Government 
submitted  a  vote  on  the  Estimates-in-Chief 
for  1907-8  of  ;^7,ooo  for  this  purpose,  or 
;^40o  less  than  was  spent  in  the  previous 
year,  whilst  in  the  Additional  Estimates, 
a  vote  of  ;^8,566  is  asked  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  do  not  wish  to  labour  the  point, 
but  I  do  wish  to  show  that  honorable  iiieni- 
bers  are  left  to  the  most  extraordinary  scrt 
of  guidance  in  connexion  with  matters 
which  must  have  obtruded  themselves  upon 
the  Department  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  Surelv,  during  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  the  Postmaster-GenernI  must 
have  known  the  strain  upm  the  Depart- 
ment, and  the  enormous  increase  in  the 
volume  of  its  business?  Yet,  in  spite  of 
that,  and  with  the  result  of  past  experience 
pressing  upon  the  Minister,  the  Government, 
and  the  officials,  we  are  deliberately  asked 
to  vote  money  on  the  Estimates-in-Chief, 
apparently  on  the  assumption  that  the  tem- 
porary emergency  has  passed  avay,  and  that 
the  amount  required  for  temporary  assist- 
ance should  be  less  than  it  was  in  the 
previous  year.  There  is  another  reproach 
which  caii  be  made  in  ccmnexion  with  these 
votes  for  temporary  assistance.  They  mean 
that  men,  who  should  be  regularly  placed 
on  the  permanent  staff  in  this  Department, 
are  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  rule  under 
which  their  services  may  be  dispensed  with 
after  abcMit  six  months. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  no.  There  are. 
very  few  of  the  men  treated  in  that  way. 

Mr.  REID. — There  is^  a  law  to  that 
effect,  though  my  bioiiQvftblM£^!^^»y  get 
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over  it  in  some  way.  All  I  can  say  is 
that,  under  the  law  temporary  hands  can 
be  employed  only  for  a  strictly  limited 
period. 

Mr.  Mauger. — For  nine  months  at  most. 

Mr.  Webster. — And  it  was  carried  out, 
until  a  few  moiths  a^. 

Mr.  REID.— It  is  a  brutal  sort  of  thing 
that  men  required  to  do  honest  vork.  in 
carrying  cki  the  Department,  should  be 
shifted  about  in  such  a  way. 

Mr.  Mauger. — But  it  is  the  law. 

Mr.  REID.—"  It  is  the  law."  Here  is 
the  voice  of  helpless  political  imbecility. 

Mr,  Mauger. — It  is  a  law  whlih  the 
honorable  gentleman  helped  to  make. 

Mr.  REID. — But  does  that  law  prevent 
Ministers  from  putting  mcmey  on  the  Esti- 
mates to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
permanent  officials?  What  a*  superficial 
reply  the  hmcMrable  gentleman  has  given ! 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  a  law  for 
dealing  with  a  temporary  emergency. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  all,  and  the  deal- 
ing with  emergencies  in  that  way  should 
not  be  conterted  into  a  general  practice. 
We  have  always  protested  against  that. 

Mr.  REID.— But  that  is  just  what  has 
been  done. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  not  done  now. 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  gentleman 
claims  to  have  set  the  rule  aside,  and  says 
that  it  is  not  bang  d^e  now. 

Mr.  Maugek. — We  are  trying  to  prevent 

it 

Mr.  REID.— What  we  have  to  deal  with 
is  the  fact  that  this  rotten  state  of  things 
has  been  going  on  year  after  year  in  this 
Department,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  been 
permitted  to  continue. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Hear,  hear.  We  all  say 
that. 

Mr.  REID. — Somebody  is  resp(»isible 
for  its  ctmtinuance,  and  it  is  not  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee.  They  cannot  pos- 
sibty  administer  the  Departments ;  but  they 
are  entitled  to  some  cmsideration  from  the 
Ministry,  who,  in  making  provision  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  these  great  De- 
partments, should  submit  to  Parliament  a 
proper  schwne  of  expenditure,  which  will 
provide  for  the  employment  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  officers  at  a  proper  salary.  This 
is  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect  fran  the 
Government  of  the  country.* 

Mr.  Webster. — ^And  to  wwk  a  proper 
number  of  hours. 

Mr.  REID.— No  doubt.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  on  that 
point.    We  talk  with  horror  about  sweat- 


ing under  private  enterprise,  and  it  is  a 
great  evil  wh«%\'er  it  is  practised ;  but  is  it 
not  a  mcMistrous  thing  that  the  Common 
wealth  Government  should  be  the  chief 
sweater  in  Australia  to-day  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Oh,  that  is  nonsense. 

Mr.  REID.— I  say  that  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  it  is  so. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  a  bit  of  it.  That  is 
rubbish. 

Mr.  REID.— Well,  it  b  my  view. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Then  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman does  not  know  what  he  is  talking 
iibout. 

Mr.  REID.— Surely  the  need  for  the 
employment  of  hundreds  ajid  thousands  of 
temporary  hands  in  the  Department  is 
proof  that  some  one  is  overworked  ?  What 
can  it  pos^bly  mean?  Is  it  not  one  way 
of  sweating  a  man  to  jnake  him  do  the 
work  of  two?  And  is  not  that  just  as  bad 
a  way  of  sweating  a  man  as  cutting  his 
salary  down  by  one-half? 

Mr.  Hedges. — Some  can  hardly  be  said 
to  be  doinp  two  men's  work. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  aware  that  there  is 
little  or  no  trouble  in  the  delightful  State 
fr<xn  which  the  hcmorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantle  comes.  The  same  amount  of  mcmey 
is  not  asked  for  to  provide  for  tempm-ary 
assistants  in  Western  Ai^tralia  as  in  the 
other  States.  There  are'differoit  ways  of 
.sweating  a  man.  One  is  to  .give  him  less 
than  he  earns,  and  another  is  to  make  him 
do  the  work  of  two  men,  and  surely  that  is 
as  bad  a  way  of  sweating  as  the  other? 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  the  worst  way. 

Mr.  REID.— I  should  think  so,  and  it 
is  certainly  the  least  excusable  way.  Hchy- 
orable  members  are  prepared  to  vote  "any 
money  that  is  needed  for  the  proper  con- 
duct of  these  D^artments.  They  do  not 
wish  to  see  this  practice  of  largely  employ- 
ing temporary  and  casual  assistants  con- 
tinued. How  can  we  establish  a  depart- 
mental staff  on  proper  lines,  or  expect  effi- 
ciency, if  a  large  proportion  of  the  persons 
employed  in  a  Department  go  out  of  the 
service  every  few  months?  The  thing  is 
impossible.  I  wish  to  refer  to  only  one  or 
two  of  these  matters,  because  the  work  of 
the  Department  has  been  very  fully  dealt 
with.  With  reference  to  the  wail  about  the 
want  of  money,  I  should  like  to  say  that 
there  is  no  excuse  on  that  score  at  all.  The 
revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  is  more  than 
;£i,ooo,ooo  in  excess  of  the  Treasurer's 
estimate.  The  honOTab^  £^Jeimn  esti^ 
mated  that  it  Wmm  be  ^ss<^oo6  more 
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than  the  revenue  for  last  year,  Tiut  our  re- 
venue for  this  year  has  increased  by  nearly 
^2,000,000;  and,  in  view  of  that  fact,  of 
what  use  is  it  to  talk  about  a  scarcity  in 
the  mcaiey  chest? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — We  are  sending  sur- 
plus revenue  to  the  States  also. 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  see  as 
mudi  given  to  the  States  as  possible.  But 
our  first  duty  in  oMinexion  with  these  De- 
partments is' to  see  that  they  are  put  in  a 
proper  position.    We  should  do  that,  not 
CHily  in  the  interests  of  the  officers  of  the 
Department,    There  is  a  larger  interest  at 
stake.    These  huge  public  services  involve 
the  COTvenience  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  community,  and  for  that  rea- 
son should  be  placed  on  a  proper  business 
footing.    Xhe'  expenditure  has  gone  up  by 
j£i,5oo,ooo  over  that  of  last  year,  and  the 
,800,000  of  excess  re\-enue  has  prao- 
tically  been  mopped  up  already  by  these 
Estimates  of  Expenditure.     I  do  not  ob- 
ject to  expenditure  which  may  be  necessary 
to  pay  the  officers  employed  in  the  Public 
Service  proper  salaries.    It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  how  much  we  can  afford.    There  is 
no  doubt  as  to  the  power  and  the  ability 
of  the  State  as  an  employer  to  pay  the 
people  it  employs  proper  wages.  The 
country  does  not  grudge  fair  and  honest 
wages  being  paid  in  anj-  of  the  public  De- 
partments of  the  State.   The  Estimates-in- 
Chief  include  a  vote  for  additi<Mis  and 
new  works  of  j£34o,ooo,  and  yet  we  have 
in  the  Additional   Estimates  a  vote  of 
^41 1 ,000   set  .  down   for  this  purpose. 
What  sort  of  finance  is  this—that  we 
should  have  Additicmal  Estimates  involv- 
ing an  expenditure  of  ^£70,000  mwe  than 
is  provided  for  in  the  Estimates-in-Chief 
for  the  whole  year  ?    What  sort  of  finance 
is  it  when  the  votes  appearing  in  our  Ad- 
ditional Estimates  are  larger  than  those 
which  appear  in  our  Estimates-in -Chief  ? 
It  shows  a  dislocation  of  management  in 
some  of  the.se  Departments  which  is  de- 
plorable.     How  can  we  ever  have  our 
finances  in  a  proper  state  unless  the  Go- 
vernment are  able  to  forecast,  I  do  not  say 
absolutely,  but  with  a  certain  approach  to 
accuracy,  what  the  expenditure  in  a  given 
year  will  be  as  against  that  year's  revenue? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  are  asked 
to  vote  the  additional  amounts  for  two 
— -  months. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
irable  member  for  the  interjection.  The 
of  ;^34o,ooo  under  the  head  of  addi- 


tions and  new  works  in  the  Estimates-in- 
Chief  was  to  cov^  twelve  months'  expen- 
diture. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  I  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  not  to  enter  upcm  a 
general  discussion. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  obliged  to  you,  sir. 
I  admit  that,  to  be  in  order,  I  should  refer 
to  the  Post  Office  Estimates,  and  I  dxHiId 
prefer  to  deal  with  them.  If  honorable 
members  will  look  at  the  Estimates  for  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  they  will 
find  the  votes  set  down  for  additims  and 
new  works. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  figures  run  up  to 

;^i98,ooo. 

Mr.  REID.— They  nm  up  to  very  nearly 
the  total  amount  provided  for  in  the  .  Esti- 
mates-in-Chief. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  total  votes  for  works 
in  the  Estimates-in-Chief  for  this  Depart- 
ment amount  to  £434,000. 

Mr.  REID.  —  Here  we  have  about 
;^2oo,ooo  asked  for  for  two. months,  or 
nearly  half  the  amoimt  asked  for  for  the 
vear's  expenditure.  As  honorable  mem- 
bers are  aware,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
every  penny  that  has  not  been  spent  is 
written  off. 

Sir  John  Foksest. — It  is  going  to  be 
put  into  a  surplus  fund  now. 

Mr.  REID. — The  trust  fund  has  not 
been  established  vet.  I  see  now  what  this 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill  was  intended  for. 
Under  the  operation  of  that  Bill,  the 
;^2oo,ooo  set  down -in  the  AddititHial  Es- 
timates for  new  works  and  buildings  for 
this  Department  would  be  put  into  a  trust 
fund  to  be  spent  in  another  year. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^And  perhaps  in 
another  way. 

Mr.  REID. — Under  that  system  it  would 
be  possible  to  include  different  sums  of 
nKHiey  in  the  estimates  of  expenditure  for 
one  year  without  any  honest  intention  of 
spending  them  in  that  year,  but  with  die 
intention  of  spending  them  in  some  subse- 
quent year. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Or  perhaps  in  ctMi- 
nexion  with  another  service. 

Mr.  REID.— What  sort  of  finance  should 
we  have  under  Such  circumstances?  Otxr 
figures  would  show  no  true  indication  of  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth 

if  we  dealt  with  them  in  such  devious 
wavs ;  but  the  Surplus  Rev^ue  Bill  has,  I 
thi^  very  sensibfefgitils^  (p90i©gte 


Edimata.  [7  April,  1908.] 


EalitraUf  10!i03 


Mr.  Batchelor. — The  principal  item  of 
e3^)enditiire  is  for  undergrounding  tele- 
phone wires.  That  coyld  have  been  fore- 
seen. 

Mr.  REID.- — Surely  those  are  matters 
that  ought  to  have  beoi  foreseen  when  the 
Estiniates  were  being  prepared.  It  looks 
as  though  the  pec^le  who  framed  these 
Estimates  were  always  underground  and 
had  no  daylight  or  sense  or  understanding. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honwabTe 
member  think  that  the  Government  will 
spend  that  money  when  they  get  it  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  have  let  ccaitracts  for 

Mr.  REID. — T  admit  that  every  Govern- 
ment is  liable  to  criticism  of  this  sort.  We 
have  never  yet  been  accustomed  to  finances 
on  a  basis  such  as  they  ought  to  have  been 
on,  and  I  admit  that  it  is  easy  to  criticise. 

Mr.  Maugek. — It  is  quite  right,  I  think. 

Mr.  REID.— I  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  will  not  only  think  that  it  is  quite 
right  

Mr.  Maugbr. — I  am  sure  of  it. 

Mr.  REID.— But  will  do  his  best  to  put 
an  end  to  this  son  of  utterly  inaccurate 
and  haphazard  finance.  I  h4^>e  he  will  set 
the  example  to  begin  with,  and  impress 
upon  the  heads  of  the  Departments  when 
they  are  asked  to  give  their  Estimates  for 
a  given  year's  expenditure  that  if  they  do 
not  foresee' the  legitimate  and  necessary  ex- 
pansion of  the  Department  and  come  back 
afterwards  for  Estimates  the  need  for 
which  ought  to  have  be«i  foreseen,  it  will 
be  looked  upon  as  a  serious  lack  of 
effidency,  a  serious  cause  of  ccxnplaint. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  an  expendi- 
ture that  I  urged  them  in  the  very  first  year 
to  undertake.  It  has  taken  seven  years  to 
begin  it. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  an  expenditure  that 
I  urged  strongly. 

Mr.  REID. — The  Minister,  with  that 
everlasting  buoyancy  of  his,  which  enables 
him  to  float  without  going  anywhere,  is  al- 
ways in  a  position  to  say  "  Everything  will 
be  right  s<Kne  time,  now  that  I  am  here,'* 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  REID.— But  that  is  the  pith  of  the 
honorable  member's  attitude — that  every 
other  man  who  was  in  the  office  before  him 
was  either  asleep  

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  not  say  that  either. 

Mr.  KEID.— The  honorable  member  did 
not  say  it  in  so  niany  words,  but  he  must 
admit  that  tiie  whole  Department  has  gone 
into  chaos.  Who  is  responsible?  Is  it  not 
ttie  man  wiio  is  at  the  helm,  and  can  my 


honcwabie  friend  separate  himself,  as  he 
did  at  a  picnic,  from  the  Treasurer? 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct.  The 
right  honorable  member  is  gtnng  on  a  news- 
paper report,  which  he  ou^^t  to  know  the 
value  of. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  know  what  ser- 
geant it  was  who  said  it,  but  it  appeared 
in  the  newspapers.  The  hcmorable  member 
ought  to  apply  to  the  man  that  wrote  it 
and  get  his  authority.  But  the  honorable  . 
member  has  occasionally  in  this  debate 
made  remarks,  and  the*  Treasurer  has  also  - 
made  remarks,  which  are  utterly  foreign  to 
the  idea  of  Cabinet  responsibility.  The 
honorable  member  is  respcxisibie  for  the 
actions  of  his  predecessor  just  as  implicitlv 
as  if  he  were  his  predecessor  himself,  if 
such  a  thing  could  be.  I  must  ask  thu 
Government  to  do  better  with  this  Depart- 
ment in  the  future  than  they  have  done  in 
the  past.  What  is  the  use  of  talking  about 
the  state  in  which  these  works  were  handed 
over  to  us  in  the  year  1901?  Seven  years 
have  elapsed  since  then.  Surely,  in  seven 
years,  men  could  put  telegraph  wires  and 
telephones  into  a  better  state.  Surely, 
in  seven  years,  that  Department  should 
ha\'e  been  put  in  proper  order.  My 
great  objecticHi  to  this  scheme  .of  the 
Minister  is  that  it  will  multiply  his 
difficulties.  If  he  were  the  ablest  man 
in  the  world  he  would  have  enough  to 
do  in  the  ordinary  management  of  thai 
gigantic  Department  without  proposing 
himself  as  the  head  of  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  his  own  administration.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  comical  things  in  the  his- 
tory of  dEcial  life.  The  htmorable  mem- 
ber has  appointed  himself  as  Chairman  of 
a  Committee  to  report  upon  his  own  ad- 
ministration by  means  of  evidence  to  be 
given  to  him  by  his  own  subordinates.  The 
honorable  member  says,  "  I  am  sure  these 
<^ficers  will  do  their  duty  fearlessly,  and 
will  say  everything  they  have  ^  to  say 
in  the  way  of  COTiplaint."  What  I  have 
to  say  is  that  there  may  be  a  lot  of  ofixrers 
who  will  not,  and  the  men  who  do  not  will 
have  a  better  chance  than  the  men  who  do. 
That  is  my  experience,  and  I  say  it  without 
imputing  anything  wr«ig  to  any  one. 
There  are  two  methods  of  getting  on  in  any 
service.  One  is  by  fearless,  open  independ- 
ence, and  the  other  by  currying  favour  with 
superiors.  It  is  not  always  the  man  of  in- 
tegrity and  ability  that  succeeds.  It  is 
scanet^es  the  man  of  integrity  and  ability 
that  goes  to  the  wall, 
curries  favour  tf^t'^lfiblie^^SAlrt  is  an 
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evil  great  «iough  in  any  service,  but  tKis  is 
offering  a  premium  to  public  ofBcers  to  act 
in  that  way.  I  feel  sure  that  most  of  them 
will  scorn  it.  I  believe  that  the  public 
officers,  as  a  body,  will  act  fearlessly,  but 
I  do  ask,  "  What  is  there  between  thera 
and  this  Minister;  what  is  there  between 
them  and  this  Government,  if  their  evi- 
dence, being  fearless,  exposes  incapacity 
and  bad  administration?"  It  is  a  thank- 
less task.  To  go  to  the  highest  stages  of 
the  Department,  I  will  just  ccmceive  the 
Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  taking  Mr. 
Mauger,  the  Minister,  to  task,  and  saying, 
"  Look  here,  Mr.  ^^auger,  ^ou  have  in- 
vited me  to  express  my  opinions  on  this 
DepartmCTit.  In  my  opinion,  you  have 
managed  it  in  the  most  shocking  way.  You 
have  no  capacity  for  your  office.  In  this 
particular  case  you  acted  foolishly.  In  that 
particular  case  you  acted  still  more 
foolishly,  and  the  whole  of  the  blame  for 
this  state  of  things  rests  with  you."  I 
should  like  to  see  where  the  gentleman 
would  be  who  said  that.  I  believe  it  would 
not  be  true,  to  be^  with. 

Mr.  BAtcHELoR. — ^That  will  all  be  in 
the  report. 

Mr.  REID. — No  doubt  the  report  will 
be  drawn  up  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
Having;  plenty  of  time  on  his  hands,  he 
will,  of  course,  take  full  notes  of  all  the 
evidence,  and  draw  up  the  report,  which 
will,  at  least,  show  one  fact:  that  since 
the  Honorable  Samuel  Mauger  became 
Postmaster- General,  the  Department  has 
entered  upon  a  new  and  majestic  phase  of 
improvement  and  derelopment.  It  is  sure 
to  show  that. 

Mr.  Batchelor.— If  it  does  not  show 
that,  what  is  the  good  of  it  ? 

Mr.  REID.— What,  indeed,  will  be  the 
good  of  it?  Fancy  the  honorable  member 
reporting  of  the  Honorable  Samuel  Mauger, 
Postmaster-General,  that  he  has  been  a 
rank  failure  in  his  office !  Imagine  the 
absurdity  of  such  a  report ! 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  would  prove  him  to 
be  a  failure  if  he  did  that. 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member— 
because,  like  every  other  man  who  is  wOTth 

anything,  he  believes  in  himself — would 
naturally  say,  "  This  evidence  discloses  a 
giant  conspiracy  to  discredit  me.  These 
are  all  free-traders,  or  men  who  do  not  be- 
I ie ve  i n  teetota  1  ism .  My  view s  on  the 
liquor  traffic  and  on  protection  have 
poiscMied  the  minds  of  the  public  servants 
who  ha\'e  spoken  in  this  way  of  me."  That 
would  be  my  -honorable  friend's  view  upon 


their  even  well-merited  criticism.  But  thp« 
are  all  matters  of  conjecture.  What  I  do 
emphasize,  is  that  /f  Ministers  choose  to 
have  an  inquiry,  they  ought  to  make  it  a 
proper,  thorough,  and  independent  inquiry. 
This  is  not  that,  I  think  they  will  find, 
before  the  matter  is  doie  with,  that  they 
have  made  a  great  mistake,  and  that  in- 
stead of  bringing  peace,  ccxitentment,  and 
efficiency  to  the  Department,  they  have 
made,  and  will  make,  things  worse  than 
they  were. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [5.43].— A 
good  deal  has  been  charged  against  the 
Minister  during  this  debate,  to  a  great 
extent,  on  account  of  the  want  of 
revenue.  I  propose  to  point  to  one 
case  where  the  Minister  has  delibe- 
rately thrown  away  revenue  without  suffi- 
cient justification  for  his  action.  I  ap- 
proach this  matter  with  great  regret.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  should  have  to  deal  with  a 
question  of  this  kind,  and  to  blame  the 
Minister  fcHT  what  I  consider  very  injudi- 
cious acticm  <hi  his  part  in  the  eirerdse  of 
the  enormous  power  whi^h  Parliament  has 
given  to  him  to  plac%  an  embargo  upon  the 
correspondence  of  any  man  or  firm. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Would  the  hon- 
orable member  allow  all  kinds  of  corre- 
spondence to  go  through  the  post  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER— If  the  honorable 
member  will  bear  with  me,  he  will  see  diat 
I  am  not  in  fa%'0ur  of  that.  But  I  cer- 
tainly am  not  in  favour  of  any  Minister 
discriminating  between  one  man  and 
another. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  has  been  no  dis- 
crimination. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  there  has  been  a  cai- 
siderable  amount  of  discrimination  in  this 
and  other  cases.  If  an  evil  exists,  the 
remedy  should  apply  to  it  as  a  whole,  or  it 
should  not  apply  at  all. 

Mr.  Mauger. — According  to  that  reason- 
ing, no  thief  should  be  arrested  until  all 
thieves  can  be  arrested. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No;  the  honorable 
member  is  pre-jidlging  the  case.  I  ask  him 
to  bear  with  me,  because  I  intend  to  state 
my  view  of  the  case,  and  will  back  it  up 
with  the  views  of  some  of  the  mo^  pro- 
minent legal  and  medical  men  in  Victcwia. 
I  am,  therefore,  not  alone  in  my  opinicxi. 
The  firm  of  Freeman  and  Wallace — ^the 
Medical  Institute — have  been  carrying  txi 
business  for  a  great  numb^^of  yeacs. 

Mr.  Wynne.— Wbate«lak^Q^wss? 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  know? 

Mr.  Wynne. — I  have  an  idea. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  the  honorable 
member's  mind  open,  or  is  he  prepared, 
upcm  what  he  has  heard  some  one  say,  to 
form  a  judgment,  as  the  Minister  has  d<xie, 
without  an  inquiry?  That  is  practically 
the  positim.  The  Minister  caused  this 
gazettal  to  take  place  oa  the  51st  Decem- 
ber last. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  a  number  of  reputable  newspapers  re- 
fuse to  publish  their  advertisements, 
although  they  pay  high  prices  for  them? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  shall  be  very  glad 
if  the  honorable  member,  when  he  has  an 
opportunity  of  speaking,  Will  name  any 
newspaper  that  has  refused  their  adver- 
tisements.    I  can  name  newspapers  

The  CHAIRMAN.- 1  must  point  out  to 
the  htmorable  member  that,  while  he  will  be 
quite  in  order  in  dealing  in  a  general  way 
with  the  Minister's  actioi,  he  will  not  be 
in  order  in  discussing  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  the  particular  firm  to  which  he 
is  rdFerring. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Parliament  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  place  in  which  to  redress 
grievances.  The  Estimates  for  the  Post- 
master-General's Department  are  before  us 
at  present,  and  I  am  about,  regretfully,  to 
charge  the  Minister  with  practically  an  act 
of  maladministration.  Surely  I  can  show 
w^hy  I,  and  others  too,  have  formed  that 
conclusicHi. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  I  allowed  the 
honorable  member  to  go  into  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  this  particular  firm,  seme  other 
hcMiorable  member  would  pr<Aably  rise  ta 
point  out  in  reply  that  the  firm  was  very 
respectable,  or  otherwise.  A  discussion 
would  then  ensue,  not  on  the  Estimates  now 
befOTe  the  Committee,  but  on  the  question 
of  the  merits  of  the  firm.  Last  week  the 
honorable  menU»r  for  Wentworth  attempted 
to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  a 
certain  report  from  Mr.  Beale,  ordered 
I>y  the  Government  to  be  printed .  I 
pre^-ented  him  from  doing  •  so,  as  it 
did  not  a>me  withiii  the  purview 
of  the  Estimates  then  ^fore  the  Chair. 
There  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  gives 
the  Minister  certain  powers.  Supposing 
that  those  powers  were  exercised  in  the  case 
of  Tattersall's  sweeps,  and  hwiorable  mem- 
bers rose  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  sweeps,  then  tiie  discussion  that  would 
ensue  would  be  on  the  question  of  sweeps, 
and  not  on  the  question  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Department.     I  must  ask  the 


h(Miorable  member  not  to  follow  that 
course, 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  no  intention 
of  going  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  this 
case.  My  intenticm  is  to  discuss  the  action 
of  the  Minister,  and  what  led  him  to  take 
it.  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  High  Court 
has  laid  it  down  distinctly  that  Parliament 
is  the  only  place  where  a  decision  of  the 
Minister  in  a  case  of  this  kind  can  be  re- 
viewed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  is  of  opinion  that  this  is  such  a 
serious  matter,  surely  he  will  see  that  the 
proper  way  to  deal  with  it  is  either  by  a 
vote  of  censure,  or  by  some  other  direct 
motion. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  want  to  be 
forced  into  that  position,  but  I  think  I  may 
claim — and  I  have  precedents  for  it  not 
only  in  this  Parliament,  but  in  all  the  States 
Parliaments — that  when  the  Estimates  of 
any  particular  Department  are  under  con- 
sideration, every  action  of  the  Minister 
charged  with  its  administration  is  open  to 
review. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  has  always  been  al- 
lowed. I  have  never  knctwn  it  to  be  re- 
fused. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  wish  to 
prevent  the  honorable  member  from  pursu- 
ing that  line  of  argument,  but  I  desire  to 
prevent  him  from  discussing  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  particular  case  which  he 
was  opening  up,  and  which  would  inevitably 
lead  to  a  debate  quite  foreign  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — had  no  intention 
of  doing  as  you,  sir,  suggest.  I  merely 
wish  to  say  that  the  Postmaster- General 
was  wrong  in  taking  the  acticxi  that  he  did. 
I  contend  that  when  Parliament  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Minister  of  the  day  the 
extraordinary  power  of  imposing  a  prohi- 
bition on  private  correspondence,  it  ex- 
pected that  it  would  be  exercised  only  after 
due  precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
injustice  being  done. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Did  not  the  honor- 
able member  discuss  this  matter  on  Friday  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  did  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooe. — If  the  honorable 
member  would  broaden  the  terms  of  his 
motion  relating  to  this  matter,  I  would 
grant  him  his  Select  Cwnmittee  at  once, 
and  should  be  glad  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  When  Pariiament 
clothed  the  Postmaster -General  with  the  ex- 
traordinary power  to  w^ch  I  have  alluded, 
it  expected  tha$itizit<  b^mmldC^L^xercised 
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in  the  most  judicious  maimer  and  only 
after  the  persons  charged  had  been  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  rebutting  the  statements 
made  against  them.  I  ask  the  Postmaster- 
General,  in  his  reply,  to  state  whether  he 
took  the  action  which  he  did  upon  his  own 
responsibility,  or  whether  he  first  obtained 
t\ie  approval  of  the  Cabinet? 

Mr.  Mauger. — For  whatever  I  did,  I 
alone  am  responsible. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  When  Parliament 
gave  the  Postmaster- General  the  extraordi- 
nary power  to  which  I  have  referred — ^the 
power  to  interfere  with  a  maA's  means  of 
livelihood — ^it  expected  that  before  such 
action  was  taken,  a  statement  of  the  case 
would  be  made  to  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Surely  not.  If  the  Post- 
master-General is  the  responsible  head  of 
his  Department,  he  must  accept  full  re- 
sponsibility for  its  administration. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  This  Parliament 
never  intended  that.  Let  us  suppose  for 
a  moment  that  the  Postmaster-General  of 
the  day  were  a  fanatic,  whose  extreme 
fanaticism  induced  him  to  see  evil  where 
no  evil  existed. 

Mr.  Wynne. — In  that  case  Parliament 
would  restrain  him. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  Parliament  says 
that  the  Postmaster-General  was  right  in 
the  action  wbidi  he  took,  I  have  luthing 
more  to  say. 

Mr.  Kelly. — How  can  the  honorable 
member  learn  the  opinion  of  Parliament 
unless  he  submits  a  definite  motion  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  cannot  learn  the 
opinion  of  Parliament  unless  a  definite 
statement  is  made  by  the  Postmaster- 
General.  In  the  next  place,  I  ask  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  whom  he  de- 
rived the  information  upwi  which  he  acted? 
Was  not  that  information  founded  upon  a 
case  which  occurred  in  Victoria  nearly  two 
years  ago?  That  case  was  sutmitted  to 
the  Crown  law  authorities  of  this  State, 
and  the  Attorney -General  advised  that 
no  ground  for  a  prosecution  existed.  Sub- 
sequently the  Minister  allowed  himself  to 
be  used  to  inflict  an  injury  upon  this  par- 
ticular firm,  although  the  State  had  de- 
clined to  take  action  against  it. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^That  is  a  very  grave 
charge  to  make. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— When  a  charge  has 
been  made  against  a  firm,  I  submit  that  it 
should  be  inquired  into  immediately.  But 
the  charge  against  this  particular  firm  was 
'"'>de,  in  the  first  instance,  not  to  the  Post- 


master-General, but  to  the  Attorney-General 
of  Victoria. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  hcmorable 
member  would  not  confine  his  proposed  in- 
quiry to  the  mere  charge  that  has  been 
made? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  would  have  it  as 
open  as  possible.  The  gravamen  of  my 
complaint  against  the  Postmaster- General 
is  that  he  visited  an  extraordinary  punish- 
ment upon  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace 
without  giving  them  the  slightest  opportu- 
nity of  defending  themselves. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  member 
knows  that  a  prc^biticm  was  previously  im- 
posed upcm  the  correspondence  addressed  to 
that  firm,  and  that  a  similar  prohibition  ob* 
tains  in  New  Zealand  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  The  Postmaster- 
General  had  better  not  induce  me  to  "open 
up  those  cases  by  submitting  a  direct  mo- 
tion. I  am  familiar  with  the  whole  of 
them,  and  I  say  that  they  disclose  nothing 
against  the  firm  in  question.  When  the 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill  was 
under  oxisideration  in  this  Chamber,  some 
hcmorable  members  strcHigly  objected  to  it& 
provisions,  upon  the  ground  that  they  im- 
posed upon  an  accused  person  the  onus  of 
proving  his  innocence. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  voted  against  that  pronsioi,  I 
think? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  did  not. 
■Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  was  rather  a 
nasty  one. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  would  remind  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  that  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  affording  a 
man  an  opportunity  to  establisfi  liis  inno- 
cence and  denying  him  that  oppcntunity. 
The  Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill 
affords  an  accused  person  an  opportimity 
of  proving  his  innocence,  but  in  the  case  to- 
which  I  am  referring,  the  Postmaster- 
General  denied  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wal- 
lace that  opportunity.  As  Britishers,  and 
the  descendants  of  Britishers,  we  are  proud 
to  boast  that  it  is  the  right  of  the  humblest 
individual  to  be  heard  in  his  defence  be- 
fore punishment  is  inflicted  upon  him. 
That  is  all  for  which  I  am  OHitending. 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace  were  denied 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  their  de- 
fence before  the  terrible  weapcn  ythkh  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  was  used  against  them.  They 
were  branded  as  frauds  and  swindlers 
without  being  afforded  the  slightest  chance 
of  defending  themg^jf^bydoOglc 
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Mr.  Page. — ^The  howrable  member 
assisted  to  place  that  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Postmaster-General  when  the  Postal 
Bill  was  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— And  I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  did  so.  If  I  had  the  opportunity 
to-morrow,  I  would  take  it  away  from  him, 
because,  in  this  particular  instance,  he  has 
abused  it.  Immediately  after  a  prohibition 
had  been  imposed  upon  all  correspondence 
addressed  to  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wal- 
lace, that  firm  demanded  either  an  open 
inquiry  or  a  Select  Ctxnmittee  of  this  Par- 
liament, or  that  a  criminal  charge  should 
be  laid  against  them,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  afforded  an  (^portunity  to  obtain 
redress.  But  every  one  of  their  appeals 
was  disregarded.  Surely  honorable  mem-- 
bers  cannot  approve  of  that? 

Mr.  Mauges. — They  could  have  pro- 
ceeded against  any  one  of  these  men  for 
conspiracy. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  men? 

Mr.  Maugeb. — The  men  who  were  mixed 
up  in  the  case. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Who  were  these 
men?  Who  were  the  Postmaster-General's 
informants  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  papers  ccmnected 
with  the  case  were  laid  upon  the  table  of 
the  Senate,  and  can  be  laid  upon  the  table 
<ft  the  House  if  necessary. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Does  the  Postinaster- 
Goieral  say  that  be  even  read  th<^  gapers 
befcffe  he  toc^  action? 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  read,  marked,  learned, 
and  inwardly  digested  them. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Was  there  not  a 
case  in  which  this  firm  was  conceroed  be- 
fore the  High  Court  in  Sydney  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes.  There  was  a 
case  before  the  High  Court,  which  it  won. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  so.  The 
Postmaster- General  decidedly  won  his  case. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  can  see  very 
plainly  that  a  certain  number  of  honorable 
members  have  prejudged  this  matter,  and 
that  they  are  not  prepared  to  listen  to  any 
evidence  which  may  be  forthcoming. 

Mr.  Page.— It  is  too  "  fishy." 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  one  of  those  members. 

Mr.  Page.— I  would  "shoot"  them  all 
out. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Why  does  the  honor- 
able member  deny  this  firm  the  right  of  an 
inquiry  ? 

Mr.  Page. — Because  I  am  opposed  to  all 
qu^Jcs  " — even  to  "  quack  "  p(^iticians. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber himself  "quacks"  a  good  deal  oftener 
than  I  do.  Surely  h<morable  manbers — with- 
out being  in  possession  of  the  facts  of  thecase 
— are  not  going  to  deny  the  right  of  an  in- 
quiry where  a  grievance  is  alleged  to  exist  1 
The  Chief  Justice  of  the  High  Court  has 
clearly  laid  it  down  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  may  do  the  most  grievous  wrc»ig 
of  which  we  can  ccmceive,  without  any  re- 
dress being  obtainable,  except  at  the  hands 
of  Parliament.  No  appeal  can  be  made  to 
a  Court,  because  Parliament  has,  unwisely 
I  think,  placed  the  Minister  above  all 
Courts  in  that  regard.  It  was  denied  just 
now  that  in  a  previous  case  the  High 
Court  did  not  rule  in  favour  of  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  Wallace.  When  an  embargo 
was  laid  upon  their  letters,  they  appealed 
to  the  High  Court,  because  then  they  pos- 
sessed that  privilege,  and  it  was  removed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  anbargo  was  re- 
moved, not  on  account  of  any  judgment, 
but  on  acccrunt  of  the  firm  having  entered 
into  an  undertaking  to  obey  the  law. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  was  the  under, 
taking?  Does  not  the  honorable  gentleman 
know  that  the  firm  were  refused  leave  to 
send  through  the  post  a  book  called  Clini- 
cal Experiences,  which  could  be  read  by 
any  honorable  member  without  any  detri- 
ment to  his  morals?  Does  he  not  know 
that  in  that  book  there  were  only  four 
words  which  were  objected  to? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  Minister  has 
caused  me  to  digiess  a  little. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  Minister 
makes  an  irrelevant  interjection,  the  hcmor- 
able  member  is  not  called  upon  to  reply  to 
it.    I  ask  him  not  to  go  into  any  details. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Surely,  sir,  when 
the  Minister  is  allowed  to  make  a  state- 
ment which  I  know  is  not  correct,  it  is  my 
duty  to  correct  him  at  once. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  statement  does  the 
honorable  member  refer  to? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  knows  what  I  am  talking  about, 
because  he  gave  a  legal  opinion  at  that 
time,  and  so  did  Mr.  Pilcher,  another 
eminent  lawyer.  What  I  complain  of  is 
that  the  Minister  meted  out  punishment  to 
this  firm  <xi  ex  parte  statements,  and  with- 
out having  allowed  them  any  opportunity 
to  make  a  statement  in  defence.  Since  he 
took  that  step,  he  has  declined  to  grant  a 
departmental  in^p^byGoOgle' 
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Mr.  Maugek. — Is  it  likely  that  I  ani 
going  to  grant  an  inquiry  into  my  own 
actim? 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  If  the  Minister 
knows  that  he  acted  wrongly,  I  hope  that 
he  is  manly  enough  to  try  to  undo  the 
wrong .  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Senate  had  an  op- 
portunity to  appoint  a  Select  C<»nmittee, 
because  the  papers  were  lying  upon  its 
table  for  stxne  time. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman does  not  administer  the  law  in  a 
uniform  way.  In  this  case,  he  is  acting 
differmtly  fnxn  what  he  did  in  another 
case,  when  he  placed  an  embargo  upon  the 
ccHTespondenoe  of  Mr.  Ozenham.  Will  he 
tell  the  Commits  why  he  allowed  an  in- 
quiry to  he  held  in  that  instance,  and  with- 
in two  or  three  days,  removed  his  embargo  P 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  granted  no  inquiry. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber heard  Mr.  Oxenham,  or  somebody  else, 
who  was  able  to  get  a  word  into  his  ear, 
and  within  two  or  three  days  the  embargo 
was  removed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  in  that  case  as  I 
do  in  all  similar  cases.  When  I  received 
a  guarantee  that  Mr.  Oxenham  would  not 
US';  the  Post  Office  for  illegal  purposes,  his 
letters  were  allowed  to  go  through. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  not  the  firm  of 
Freeman  and  Wallace  entitled  to  similar 
treatment  ?■ 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^There  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Has  not  the  firm 
offered  to  give  any  guarantee  that  the  Min- 
ister likes  to  demand? 

Mr.  Mauger. — On  a  previous  occasion, 
the  firm  gave  a  guarantee,  and  broke  away 
from  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  another  mis- 
statement ;  and  if  the  Minister  persists  in 
that  line  of  conduct,  he  will  compel  me  to 
table  a  moticxi  upon  which  I  can  discuss 
these  matters.  His  last  interjectitxi  is  not 
only  unfair,  but  also  inaccurate.  I  have 
the  assurance  of  the  firm  that  they  never 
broke  away  fnxn  their  agreement  with  the 
Minister,  and  that  it  was  kept  in  every 
particular. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — It  must  be  a  firm  of  no 
reputaticm  if  they  went  back  upon  their 
pranise  to  the  Minister. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  firm  did  not  go 
back  upon  their  pnxnise,  and  I  on  th«r  be- 
half deny  that  they  did. 

Mr.  LiDOELL. — The  Minister  says  that 
they  did. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— An  embargo  was  also 
placed  upon  the  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Wren,  of  Melbourne,  who  carried  on  a 
business  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Ozenham, 
of  Sydney. 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  it  is  still  upon  him. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  embargo  upcn  Mr.  Wroi's  letters  was 
removed  ? 

Mr.  Mauger.-^No,  and  it  will  not  be 
removed  until  he  gives  an  undertaking  simi- 
lar to  that  which  Mr.  Oxenham  gave. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Am  I  to  understand 
that  the  Minister  takes  up  this  position, 
that  he  will  accept  an  undertaking  frtnn 
Mr.  Oxenham  but  not  from  this  firm  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  cases  are  not  analo- 
gous. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  section, 
the  press  of  the '  ConmcHiwealth  has  con- 
demned the  Minister's  action  towards 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Decidedly  not. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Both  the  Argus  and 
the  Australasian  have  condemned  the  hraior- 
able  gentl^an's  action  in  very  strong 
terms. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — As  those  newspapers  ac- 
cept the  firm's  advertisements  what  weight 
can  thev  carry  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  matter?  I  admit  that  politically 
the  Argus  is  not  friendly  to  the  Minister. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  member 
will  find  thai?  it  has  not  condemned  mv 
action. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  The  Min- 
ister will  have  an  oppCH^unity  of  replying. 

Mr.  .  CHANTER.— The  Leader,  the 
Australasian,  and  the  Bulletin  have  forcibly 
condemned  the  action  of  the  Minister,  which 
was  taken  upon  a  faked-up  case  presented 
two  years  ago  to  the  Attorney- General  of 
Victoria.  If  that  case  had  been  proceeded 
with,  the  individuals  would  have  been 
charged  with  fraud  and  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defending  themselves  in  open 
court.  But  the  State  authorities  had  de- 
clined to  go  tHi  with  the  case,  and  the  At- 
tomev-General  of  the  Commonwealth  would 
not  even  submit  it  to  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, though  somebody  else  got  a  loan  of  his 
ear  in  face  of  the  fact — which  has  been 
brought  under  his  notice  in  the  papers — 
that  to  a  certain  extent  it  was  a  blackmail- 
ing case. 

Mr.  Mauger. — My  honorable  friend  is 
quite  wrong  in  his  statement. 

Mr.  CHANTER  — I  am^Jot  wrong,  as 
a  reference  to  theo^M^yiO^giLe  But 
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if  the  honorable  gentleman  thinks  that  I 
am  wrwig,  why  does  he  not  mete  out  justice 
by  consenting  to  an  inquiry  of  SOTie  kind, 
when  men  could  be  sworn  and  examined? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  that  the  firm  have  a 
good  chance  of  bringing  the  case  bef<»e 
the  new  Committee  which  has  been  ap- 
pcHnted  to  investigate  the  working  of  the 
Post?  Office. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— They  have  the 
diance  of  making  an  appeal  from  Oesar 
to  Caesar.  All  I  desire  to  secure  is  an 
inquiry,  and  if  it  should  show  that  the 
Minister  was  justified  in  his  action  no  one 
would  be  more  pleased  than  myself,  for  I 
have  no  desire  to  assist  fraud  or  wrcmg- 
doing.  But  an  inquiry  is  refused  abso- 
lutely. 

Mr.  Reid. — Was  the  matter  referred  to 
the.  Athxney-Gaieral  of  the  Canmon- 
wealth  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes,  it  was.  I  am 
charged  with  not  having  carried  out  the 
functions  of  my  <^5ce,  and  I  say  that  the 
charge  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— All  I  know  is  that 
without  trial  of  any  kind  punishznent  has 
been  inflicted  upon  this  firm. 

Mr.  Sampson. — They  are  orly  asked  to 
comply  with  the  law. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  No,  they  have  ap- 
proached the  Minister  through  their  sdici- 
tora  and  are  prepared  to  give  him  any 
guarantee  that  may  reqture  if  they  are 
only  allowed  to  carry  on  their  buaness.  He 
denies  that  c(»icessi<xi  to  them,  and  gives 
it  to  others. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  only  a  few 
moments  since  the  honorable  gentle- 
man admitted  that  he  made  the  concession 
to  Mr.  (^enham  because  he  was  prepared 
to  ccmaply  with  certain  restrictions. 

Mr.  Mauger." — ^And  I  denied  it  to  Mr. 
'Wren  because  he  would  not  comply  with 
like  COTiditicxis.  Those  two  cases  were 
analogous. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Why  does  the  honor- 
able gentleman  deny  thie  concessic»i  to 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace? 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Because  theirs  is  not  an 
analogous  case. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  merely  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman.  Surely 
he  is  not  afraid  of  the  result  of  a  depart- 
mental or  parliamentary  inquiry?  Let 
him  formulate  a  conplaint  against  the  firth 
whtxn  he  has  accused  of  acting  with  fraud 
and  tried  on  ex  fafte  evidence.  Let  him 
be  hcxiest  and  just  by  bringing  a  complaint 


against  the  firm  so  that  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  go  into  a  Court  and  defend 
themselves. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^What  is  the  nature  of  the 
business  which  they  carry  cm?  Are  they 
manufacturers  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  quite  prepared 
to  discuss  the  nature  of  their  business  if 
the  Chairman  will  allow  me  to  proceed. 

The  CHAIRMAJT.— Ord«  I 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that  on  the 
staff  of  Freeman  and  Wallace's  Institute 
there  are  three'  or  four  medical  men  pos- 
sessing the  highest  attainments  and  quali- 
fications. 

Mr.  Reid.— Are  they  duly-qualified 
medical  practitioners? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Absolutely.  They 
possess  high^  attainments  and  dipkmas 
than  are  held  by  many  medical  moi  in 
ordinary  practice.  I  am  in  a  position  to 
prove  before  any  Committee  that  the 
charge  made  against  the  firm  by  the 
Minister  is  'absolutely  wrong,  that  they 
have  not  been  guilty  of  fraud  in  any  way, 
and  that  the  medical  men  on  their  staff 
are  as  reputable  as  any  medical  men  prac- 
tising in  Melbourne,  or  any  other  city  in 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus.— Of  what  has  the 
Minister  found  them  guilty? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Without  a  trial  the 
Minister  has  found  the  firm  guilty  of 
carrying  on  a  fraudulent  business.  These 
people  have  not  yet  had  the  justice  of 
being  brought  face  to  face  with  those  who 
originally  made  the  statement  to  the  Go- 
vernment; and  the  Postmaster- General  has 
placed  himself  above  all  Governments. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  the  case. 
The  State  Crown  Prosecutor  had  the  case 
in  hand,  and  it  was  at  his  instigation  that 
it  was  sent  on  to  the  Federal  Government. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  reply  to  that,  I 
may  say  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  state 
that  the  Attorney -General  for  the  State  of 
Victoria  said  that  he  had  not  seen  the 
papers,  or  taken  any  action  for  six  m<xiths 
prior  to  the  Postmaster-General  placing 
the  embargo  on  the  c(»:responderice. 

Mr.  MAt«5ER. — That  is  not  a  reply.  I 
said  nothing  about  the  Attomey-G^eral  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Which  is  the  higher 
— the  Crown  Prosecutor  or  the  Attorney- 
General  ?  The  fact  remains  that  the  State 
authorities  took  no  action. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Simply  because  they 
could  not,  and  ^mted  <g^^  could. 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
the  case  was  submitted  to  the  State  Crown 
Law  authcHrities,  who  said  there  was  no- 
thing in  it? 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^They  said  nothing  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— T  am  in  a  position  to 
say  that  they  did  say  something  of  the 
kind;  and,  therefore,  an  inquiry  is  neces- 
sary. There  is  some  CKie  behind  the  Min- 
ister in  this  matter.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  not  acted  on  his  own  initia- 
tive ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  serious 
injustice  has  been  done.  What  possible 
objection  can  there  be  to  an  inquiry  ?  Why 
cannot  the  embargo  be  ranoved  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  and  an  investigation  entered 
upon  fairly  and  squarely  ?  If  these  people 
have  done  wrcHig,  let  them  be  diarged,  and, 
if  guilty,  puni^ed.  In  the  name  of  jus- 
tice  

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  am  surprised  to  hear 
the  honorable  member  speaking  of  justice ! 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  expect  any 
sympathy  from  the  honorable  member,  be- 
cause I  know  he  is  connected  with  an  as- 
sociation that  is  persecuting  this  firm. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  a  fact. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  The  Postmaster- 
General  is  clearly  wrong,  in  face  of  the 
fact  that  the  members  of  the  Medical  De- 
fence Association  published  in  the  news- 
papers the  statement  that  they  were  pleased 
at  his  action. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  anothCT  matter. 
No  medical  association  approached  me  be- 
fore I  took  action. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Who  did  approach 
the  Postmaster-General? 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  was  guided  by  the  facts 
disclosed  in  the  documents. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  the  members  of 
this  medical  association  did  not  approach 
the  Postmaster-General,  who  did? 

Mr.  Mauger.— The  State  Crown  Pro- 
secutor, and  the  police  authorities,  sent  the 
papers  on,  and  said  it  was  a  case  in  which 
we  could  take  action,  but  one  in  which  they 
could  not. 

Mr,  Wynne. — What  more  does  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  desire? 

Mr.  CHANTER. — I  desire  justice. 

Mr.  Wynne. — ^And  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber has  got  justice. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Balaclava  is  a  member  of  the  legal 
profession ;  but,  after  what  he  has  said, 
I  could  not  recommend  him  to  any  friend 
of  mine  who  desired  an  honest  legal 
opinion. 


Mr.  Wynne. — I  am  out  of  the  I«gal 
business  now- 

Mr.  CHANTER— Mr.  Wren  runs  race- 
horses,  and  so  does  the  honorable  m^ber 
for  Balaclava,  but  why  is  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  fonner,  and  not  of  the  latter, 
stopped  ?  An  embargo  has  been  placed 
on  correspondence  in  connexion  with  Tat- 
tersall's  sweeps,  and  yet  there  are  mem- 
bers of  this  House  who  participate  in  the 
profits  of  such  sweeps,  and  their  correspon- 
dence is  not  stopped.  If  the  Postmaster- 
General  is  going  to  set  himself  up  as  the 
censor  of  the  morals  of  the  ccxnmunity, 
then,  for  God's  sake,  let  the  censorship  be 
applied  all  round,  and  not  to  ««  or  two 
individuals !  Throughout  the  States  of 
the  Commonwealth,  I  can  find  dozens  of 
cases  in  which  similar  firms  advertise  and 
receive  correspondence;  and  yet,  because  of 
certain  antagonistic  forces,  the  particular 
fiim  whose  case  I  am  presenting  is  treated 
in  this  drastic  and  cruel  manner. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — There  are  a  number  of 
similar  firms  advertising  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^They  will  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Are  there  not  medi- 
cal specialists  advertising  every  day  all 
over  Australia,  and  yet  are  not  interfered 
with?  Is  there  some  influence  behind  the 
Postmaster- Genexal  which  he  feels  '  bound 
to  obey? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — There  are  abortionists' 
advertisements  every  day .  in  the  news- 
papers. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Every  day  advertise- 
ments of  the  kind  can  be  sben. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber suggest  that  we  must  not  punish  those 
against  whom  we  have  evidence,  imti!  we 
have  evidence  against  all  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— But  in  the  present 
case  the  Postmaster-General  has  acted  on 
his  own  evidence,  which  is  not  supported 
as  it  ought  to  be  supported.  The  action 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  is  condemned 
by  Mr.  Purves,  Mr.  Coldham,  and  "hSx. 
Duffy,  who  are  three  leading  counsel,  and 
is  condemned  by  the  leading  analysts,  and 
also  by  an  ex-house  surgeon  and  other 
medical  men  of  high  authority. 

Mr,  Wynne. — Parliament  is  satisfied. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— T-hat  is  a  very  un- 
fair position,  in  view  of  <  affidavits  which  I 
could  read  if  I  were  permitted.  Ferstm- 
ally,  I  do  noj  care  a  snap  of  the  finger 
which  way  the  deciaon  goes,  but  I  desire 
to  see  the  Postmaster-General  act  fairly 
and  squarely. 
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Mr.  Wynne. — ^Wby  is  tbe  honorable 
member  so  heated  over  tbe  matter  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Because  Parliament, 
composed,  apparently,  of  men  like  the 
hcHiorable  member  for  Balaclava,  is 
prepared  to  see  a  wrong  done  with- 
out finding  a  remedy.  What  would 
tbe  honorable  member  for  Balaclava 
think  if,  because  of  one  or  two  com- 
munications about  his  racehorses — from 
people  wanting  tips,  for  instance- 
he  found  in  to-morrow  morning's  Common- 
vedleh  Gazette  a  notification  that  no  fur- 
ther ocnrespcHidence  will  be  delivered  to 
him? 

Mr.  Wynne.  —  That  would  certainly 
save  me  a  lot  of  trouble  I 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Quite  so,  but  that 
is  not  the  pcnnt.  I  venture  to  say  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  honorable 
member  would  be  one  of  tiie  most  dissatis- 
fied mca  in  Victcma. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.4.5  f  .m. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  propose  now,  in 
answer  to  the  Postmaster- General,  to  quote 
from  an  article  published  in  the  Leader  of 
1 2th  Mardi,  1906,  which  does  not  traverse 
the  merits  of  the  case — 

Uiuloubtedly  there  are  the  Meds  of  tyraiuy 
in  the  amplitude  of  this  power,  for  it  is  open  to 
the  Postmaster-General  to  act  on  his  own  initia- 
tive and  to  inflict  injury  without  offering  any 
opportunity  for  Tcmonstiance  or  explanation. 
He  may  be  right  or  he  may  be  wrong  in  the 
action  he  has  taken,  but  whether  he  be  right  or 
wrong  hat  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  and 
imposes  no  limitation  on  what  he  may  do.  The 
High  Court  has  declared  that  in  a  matter  

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
meinber  will  recognise  that  he  is  now  en- 
deavouring to  evade  my  ruling,  and  seek- 
ing, by  means  of  a  quotation  from  a  news- 
papCT  article,  to  introduce  a  statement  re- 
lating to  Court  proceedings,  which  I  think 
goes  beyond  the  ordinary  limits  of  debate. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  am  not  doing  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  prefaced  my  remarks 
with  the  statement  that  the  article  from 
which  I  proposed  to  quote  did  not  deal 
with  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  case,  but 
simply  pointed  out  the  only  course  open  to 
a  citizen  to  obtain  redress. 

The  pHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  be  in  carder  in  reading  such 
an  extract. 

Mr.  Chanter.— Then  I  beg  to  dissent 
from  your  ruling. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Will  the  honorable 
member  put  his  dissent  in  writing? 


Mr.  Chanter. — I  shall  do  so,  sir. 
It  is  with  ngxet  that  I  take  this  oourse^ 
but,  whilst  I  recognise,  and  have  every  re- 
spect fw  the  position  which  you  occupy,  I 
feel  that,  having  regard  to  the  privileges 
and  rights  of  honorable  m«nbeis  generally, 
it  is  my  duty  to  move — ■ 

That  the  Chairman — in  ruling  that  a  member 
could  not  read  an  extract  from  a  newspaper  in 
commenting  upon  the  action  of  a  Minister  in 
administering  his  office  as  one  not  consistent 
with  a  eiticen't  rights — is  not  supported  by  the 
Standing  Orders  for  the  guidance  of  debate. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  did  not  understand 
that  to  be  the  Chairman's  ruling. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Speaking  to  the  motion, 
I  would  say,  as  one  who  has  had  a 
lengthy  experience  of  parliamentarj,-  pro- 
cedure, that,  although  the  matter  has  not 
been  exactly  co\-ered  by  the  Standing 
Orders  relating  to  debate,  it  has  always 
been  the  practice  to  allow  honorable  mem'- 
bers  in  Committee  of  Supply  to  criticise 
in  the  fullest  possible  measure  the  Esti- 
mates of  any  Department  placed  before 
them  fw  consideration.  I  had  pointed  out 
that  a  certain  action  taken  by  the  Minister 
amotmted  practically  to  maladministration, 
ot,  to  describe  it  in  less  severe  terms,  that 
it  had  been  taken  without  that  full  consi- 
deration which  should  have  been  given  to 
the  subject  to  which  it  related. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  Chairman  accept 
the  honorable  member's  statement  of  his 
ruling  ? 

Mr.  Chanter. — Will  the  right  honor- 
able member  permit  me  to  proceed?  This 
is  the  first  occasi<xi  on  which  I  have  heard 
it  declared  that  a  charge  brought  against 
a  Minister  cannot  be  fully  referred  to  on 
the  Estimates  relating  to  his  Department. 
I  accepted  thq  ruling  of  the  Chairman  that 
I  would  not  be  in  order  in  discussing  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  Ministerial 
action  of  which  I  complained,  and  was 
pioceeding  to  quote  an  extract  frwn  a  news- 
paper article,  which  I  pointed  out  did  not 
deal  with  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
case,  when  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  interposed. 
The  extract  which  .1  was  reading  merelv 
points  out  the  course  citizens  ha\e  to  take 
— having  regard  to  certain  decisions  given 
by  the  High  Court — ^to  obtain  redress,  and 
I  feel  that  I  should  be  in  order  in  reading 
it.  I  am  bound  to  respect  your  ruling,  Mr. 
Chairman,  but,  if  it  is  permitted  to  stand, 
it  will  mean  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
us  in  Committee  pf  Supply  to  criticise  the 
actiOT  of  a  Minister  when  the  Estimates 
relating  to  his  Department  are  imder  con- 
sideration, or  ^gf^^^©^[grtides  in 
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favour  of  a  certain  line  of  actk».  If  that 
prooedme  is  to  be  adopted,  then  we  shall 
be  hobbled.  I  hold  that  I  was  perfectly 
within  my  rights  and  privileges,  and  that 
there  is  no  standing  order  to  prevent  me 
from  reading  the  extract  in  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  accept  the 
statement  which  appears  in  the  honwable 
member's  written  dissent  from  my  ruling 
as  correctly  setting  out  .  the  grounds  c«i 
which  I  held  that  he  would  not  be 
in  order  in  reading  the  extract  in  ques- 
ti(Xi.  The  ruling  which  he  attributes 
to  me  is  his,  not  mine.  In  this  coi- 
nexion  I  am  practically  the  sole  judge 
of  relevancy.  Honorable  members  have  al- 
ways possessed  the  right  to  discuss  griev- 
ances, and  are  entitled  to  avail  themselves 
to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  privileges  in 
that  regard.  The  position  I  have  taken  up 
is  that,  whilst  the  honorable  member  would 
be  in  order  in  discussing  in  a  general  way 
the  attitude  of  the  Minister,  he  would  not 
be  in  order  in  going  into  the  full  details 
of  the  case  which  he  was  discussing,  ff  I 
were  to  allow  the  honorable  member  to  go 
into  minute  details  as  to  the  decisions  of 
the  High  Court,  and  in  regard  to  various 
proceedings  prior  to  the  action  taken  by  the 
Postm  aster-Genera  1  

Mr.  Chanter. — That  was  not  my  inten- 
tion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  I  were  to  allow 
the  honorable  member  to  do  that,  other 
honorable  m«nbers  would  be  entitled  to 
claim  a  like  privilege,  with  the  result  that 
we  should  have  a  debate  bearing  solely 
upon  the  treatment  of  the  persons  to  whcHn 
the  honorable  member  has  referred,  and  the 
Estimates  themselves  would  be  entirely  lost 
sight  of.  There  is  already  in  existence  an 
Act  of  Parliament  which  gives  the  Post- 
master-General the  power  to  take  certain 
action,  and  my  opinion  is  that,  if  the  Min- 
ister has  exceeded  his  powers  under  that 
Act — if,  as  the  honorable  member  suggests, 
he  has  been  guilty  of  maladministration — 
he  is  deserving  of  censure,  and  that  the 
question  should  not  merely  be  brought  for- 
ward in  connexion  with  the  Estimates  of 
his  Department.  When  the  Estimates  are 
under  consideration,  a  discussion  may  take 
place  regarding  the  general  administration 
of  the  Department  to  whidi  they  relate, 
but  an  hcmorable  member  is  not  in  order 
in  discussing  some  general  grievance,  as 
the  hcMTorable  member  has  be«i  endeavour- 
ing to  do.  If  I  were  to  allow  such  a  pro- 
cedure, we  should  have  an  almost  endless 
discussion  on  many  matters  that  could  not 


be  legitimately  classed  as  ceming  within 
the  Estiibates.  I  have  allowed  the  bonor< 
able  member  ample  latitude  to  ventilate  his 
grievance,  but  it  would  appear  that  he  now 
desires  to  obtain  further  information  be- 
yond that  for  which  I  think  he  is  entitled 
to  ask  while  these  Estimates  are  under  con- 
sideration. The  h<xH>rable  member  is  quite 
in  order  in  disagreeing  with  my  ruling, 
but  not  on  the  grounds  whidi  be  hu 
stated. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^There  seems  to  be  a  mis- 
apprehension. I  was  not  disputing  your 
ruling,  Mr.  Qiairman,  nor  was  I  going  into 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  case.  Tb& 
article  which  I  wish  to  read  does  not  do 
that,  as  you  would  have  seen  had  I  been 
allowed  to  ccmtinue. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— In  that  case,  it  is 
irrelevant. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Although  it  gives  no 
opinion  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
case,  it  draws  attention  to  the  posititxi 
brought  about  by  the  High  Court's  de- 
cision, and  points  out  what  citizens  must 
do  if  they  wish  to  obtain  redress.  I  took 
excepttOT  to  your  ruling  because  you  held 
that  I  could  not  continue  to  read  the 
article,  being,  doubtless,  of  the  opinion  that 
it  dealt  with  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
case,  when  I  knew  to  the  contrary.  I  give 
you  my  assurance  that  no  part  of  the 
article  does  that.  However,  if  you  say  that 
you  have  not  ruled  that,  I  will  withdraw 
mv  motion.  I  merely  wish  to  put  the  case 
before  the  Committee^  so  that  justice  may 
be  done. 

Mr.  Reid. — In  all  these  matters  we  must 
be  guided  by  rules  which  have  no  reference 
to  the  merits  of  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration. Without  associating  myself 
with  the  views  which  the  hmorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  has  expressed,  I  wish  to 
point  out  that  there  is  a  principle  involved, 
which,  with  all  due  respect,  I  say  the 
Chair  has  not  quite  recognised.  The 
convenience  or  inconvenience  of  the  Com- 
mittee, as  affected  by  the  length  to  which  a 
subject  may  be  discussed,  is  beside  the 
question  of  a  member's  rights.  There 
could  be  no  principle  to  guide  our  pro- 
cedure if  we  were  to  try  to  decide  as  to 
the  length  at  which  an  honorable  membei* 
could  discuss  a  particular  subject.  From 
time  immemorial,  as  you,  Mr.  McDonald, 
have  been  the  first  to  recognise,  honorable 
members,  on  the  first  item  of  a  Depart- 
ment, have  had  the  right  to  discuss  everv- 
thing  connected  with  its  achi^inistration.  if 
the  honorable  n^§;pfeeffbyfciO©giiaa  is 
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•doing  that,  he  is  within  his  rights,  and  no 
power  can  deprive  him  of  them  on  the 
giound  that  he  is  speaking  at  an  incon- 
vmient  length,  or  because  of  a  dislike  to 
the  subject  which  is  being  brought  before 
us.  We  must  be  careful  not  to  allow  our 
rules  to  be  influenced  by  such  considera- 
tions; because  the  ruling  of  to-day  is  the 
law  of  to-morrow.  A  large  number  of 
honorable  members  may  be  absolutely  out 
of  svmpathy  with  the  honorable  member 
for  Riverina;  but  in  these  cases  we  must 
be  most  zealous  in  safeguarding  the  rights 
of  the  individual.  A  majority  has  always 
power  to  enforce  its  own  rights ;  but  one 
of  the  glories  of  our  parliamentary  insti- 
tuti<His  has  been  that  a  member  can  assert 
his  rights  against  the  whole  House.  One 
of  our  most  important  rights  is  the  right 
to  discuss  the  actims  of  Ministers  in  re- 
gard to  their  Departments,  and  who  is  to 
place  a  limit  on  the  tengtii  of  such  criti- 
cism, or  say  in  what  manner  it  shall  be 
made?  How  is  it  possible  to  criticise  the 
actions  of  a  Minister  without  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  case  concerned?  It  is 
contrary  to  reason  to  assert  that  an  honor- 
able member  can  criticise  the  action  of  a 
Minister  in  regard  to  a  particular  trans- 
action, if  he  has  not  the  right  to  explain 
why,  in  his  opini<Mi,  the  Minister  has  acted 
improperly,  and  that  he  cannot  do  without 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  the 
merits  of  the  case  are  with  the  Minist»^, 
instead  of  being  open  to  censure  he  may 
be  entitled  to  the  support  and  omfidence  of 
other  hcmorable  members.  I  suggest,  Mr. 
McDonald,  that  thfe  hcmorable  member 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  case.  His  whole  address  must  be  idle 
if  he  is  not  allowed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Allowed  to  go  into 
the  merits  of  the  case  I  He  has  been  talk- 
ing two  or  three  hours.  Surely  it  is  time 
that  he  got  to  them. 

Mr.  Reid- — I  am  thinking,  not  of  the 
hcxiorable  member  for  Riverlna,  but  of  the 
rights  of  individual  members.  If  one  hon- 
orable member  talks  too  long,  is  that  a  rea- 
son why  the  rights  of  all  others  should  be 
limited '  f<x  all  time  by  a  ruling  of  the 
Chair?  My  bwiorable  friend  or  myself 
may  to-morrow  be  the  victims  of  this  rul- 
ing, by  being  prevented  from  giving  reasons 
for  what  we  are  doing,  when  we  are 
basing,  on  the  soundest  ground,  a  protest 
against  Ministerial  actitHi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  recollect 
that,  when  in  trouble,  I  have  received  much 


sympathy  from  honorable  members  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
for  Riverina  would  be  cHie  of  the  first  to 
apply  the  gag  to  this  side. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is,  nevertheless,  our  duty 
to  guard  the  rights  of  honorable  members. 
I,  therefore,  suggest  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  if  the  hcmorable  member  for  Riverina 
is  in  order  in  canvassing  the  cronduct  of  the 
Minister,  he  cannot  be  precluded  from  dis- 
criissing  the  merits  of  the  case.  If  he  has 
a  right  to  do  that,  no  one  c:an  shut  his 
mouth ;  if  he  has  not,  his  mouth  should 
have  been  closed  long  ago. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  merely  wish  to  repeat 
that  I  am  not  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
case.  I  wish  to  place  the  Committee  in- 
possession  of  information  as  to  what  the 
Minister  had  done,  and  what  the  opinion 
about  his  a<:ticxi  outside  is.  That  opens 
up  a  case  for  inquiry.  I  wish  to  act  in 
compliance  with  your  ruling,  and,  in  pro- 
posing to  read  the  newspaper  article  in 
question,  I  was  not  transgressing  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  honorable  member 
might  withdraw  his  motion  of  dissent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  wish  to  do  so.  If 
Mr.  Chairman  thinks  that  I  am  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  case,  he  will  be  justified 
in  calling  my  attention  to  his  ruling.  I 
merely  wish  to  point  out  to  the  CcMnmittee 
what  the  Minister  has  said  in  respect  to 
the  applications  made  to  him,  and  to  assert 
the  inalienable  right  of  the  individual  to 
come  to  Parliament  for  redress.  I  am  not 
touching  upon  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
dispute  between  the  two  parties. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  belabour  the 
matter?  If  the  honorable  member  is  going 
to  withdraw  his  motion,  why  not  do  so, 
in  order  that  we  mav  get  on? 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  Chairman  has  said 
that  he  did  not  rule  as  I  thought  he  did, 
and  I  wish  to  put  myself  right  with  him. 

The  CHAIRMAN".— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  take  «ie  stand  or  another.  He 
has  handed  in  a  moticm  of  dissent  frcmi  mv 
ruling,  and  he  must  either  proceed  with  it 
or  withdraw  it.  I  have  not  prevented  him 
from  bringing  his  case  forward  or  debating 
it ;  but  it  is  for  me  to  decide  whether  a 
member  is  or  is  not  relevant.  I  ruled  that 
he  was  not  in  order  in  what  he  was  doing. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Moticm,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  very  much  regret 
the  position  in  which  I  have  been  placed 
to-night,  and  am  sorry  that  I  have  been 
called  upcm  to  say  anything  against  me 
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with  wh«n  I  have  been  on  most  friendly 
terms,  both  privately  and  politically.  The 
case  appears  to  me  of  very  ^reat  moment, 
and  I  ask  the  Committee  to  give  me  an  op- 
portunity to  place  it  before  honorable  mem- 
bers. Those  who  are  aware  of  my  loyalty 
to  party  know  that  it  is  a  strain  upon  me 
to  have  to  say  anything  against  a  Minist^ 
to  whose  Government  I  have  £^ven  loyal 
allegiance  But  I  should  be  recreant  to  my 
trust  if,  knowing  that  the  Minister  had 
made  .a  mistake  which  was  inflicting  grave 
injury  on  a  private  individual,  I  were 
coward  enough  to  say  ncMliing.  I  am  not 
alone  in  the  opinim  that  the  Minister's 
action  has  been  ill-advised,  and  I  hope  that 
he  will  retrace  his  steps.  A  consider- 
able time  prior  to  taking  this  action  I  ap- 
proached the  Minister  by  letter,  I  pleaded 
with  him  to  grant  an  inquiry  of  some  kind. 

Mr.  Maugek.  —  Hundreds  on  the  one 
side  and  hundreds  on  the  other  hare  writ- 
ten to  me  about  the  case. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  not  going  to 
speak  of  the  hundreds  who  have  written 
to  the  Minister  in  opposition  to  inquiry. 
I  am  going  to  show  that  my  action  is  not 
promoted  by  pique.  In  suppcnt  of  my 
statements  I  have  received  opmions  from 
three  of  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  dty, 
who  believe  that  the  action  taken  by  the 
Minister  is  not  justified  by  the  evidence 
placed  before  him.  Without  any  deroga- 
tion of  dignity  on  his  part,  he  could 
well  concede  what  this  firm  asks  for.  They 
have  been  punished  without  trial.  They 
ask  for  a  trial  in  some  form.  First  they 
ask  the  Minister  to  give  them  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  brought  face  to  face  with 
their  traducers,  and  enabled  to  rebut  tlie 
evidence.  Failing  that,  they  ask  the 
Minister  to  consent  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Select  Committee  of  this  House 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  Failing  that 
again,  to  show  their  bona  fides,  they  ask 
the  Minister  to  make  a  deliberate  charge 
sif^ainst  them,  and  to  give  them  an  oppor* 
tunity  lo  dt^feiid  themselves  in  a  court 
of  tlieir  country.  Are  they  right  in  mak- 
ing these  demands?  I  think  they  are. 
The  leading  journals  in  Melbourne  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  Commonwealth  have  said 
that  they  are  right. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  leading  metropolitan 
journals  have  not. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  mentioned  the 
Argus,  the  Ausiralasiati,  the  Age,  and  the 
Leader, 


Mr.  Mauger. — Neither  the  Age  nor  the 
ArgUs  has  written  in  favour  of  this  firm. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  But  they  support 
what  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  the 
Minister  should  not  put  himself  in  the  posi- 
tion-of  being  at  once  judge,  jury,  and  ad- 
vocate. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No ;  that  is  the  position 
in  which  Parliament  has  put  the  Minister. 

Mr.  CHANTER.~It  is  a  position  in 
which  Parliament  never  intended  the  Min- 
ister to  be  put.  I  was  one  of  those  mem- 
bers who  supported  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Act,  and  am  now  very  sorry  that  I  did. 
It  was  never  intended  that  one  member  of 
the  Cabinet  should  act  aloie.  Parlia- 
ment intended  that  in  the  case  of  an  alleged 
offence,  where  such  a  grievous  punishment 
was  to  be  meted  out,  there  would  be  Cabi- 
net consideration  and  approval  before 
action  was  taken. 

Mr.  Paijck. — Does  not  the  law  give 
control  to  one  Minister? 

Mr.  CHANTER.—The  law  gives  power 
to  the  Minister  to  stop  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's correspondence  to-morrow  without 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  defending 
himself.  There  is  no  reas(m  why  that 
should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Palmer. — The  Minister  could  not 
possibly  do  that. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Could  he  not?  It 
is  a  fact  that  if  the  Minister  diooses  to 
stop  the  correspondence  of  any  man  ot 
woman  in  the  Commonwealth  he  can  do  so 
to-morrow  without  giving  any  reasons  for 
his  action.  What  I  am  challenging  is  the 
exercise  of  that  power  without  the  right  be- 
ing given  to  the  individual  punished  of 
hearing  the  evidence  against  him  and  de- 
fending himself.  The  Minister  takes  up  the 
position — "  I  have  done  this,  believing  I 
am  in  the  right,  and  I  do  not  care  a  snap 
of  the  finger  what  \-our  interests  or  vour 
sufferings  are."  I  cannot  believe  that  this 
Parliament  ever  intended  to  put  such  power 
in  the  hands  of  any  Minister. 

Mr.  Palmer. — The  Minister  states  the 
evidence  upcm  which  he  proceeds. 

Jlr.  CHANTER.— He  does  not  state  it. 
Mr.  Mauger. — And  the  same  firm's  cxx- 
respondence  is  prohibited  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— So  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, will  the  Minister  deny  that  the 
correspondence  of  one  medical  man  who 
has  been  out  of  practice  for  several  years, 
and  of  another  who  has  been  dead  f<^  two 
years,  has  bean  stopped?^-*  . 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  the  Minister  has  done 
anything  except  carry  out  the  law? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^The  honorable  m«nber  is 
simply  attacking  the  Minister  on  a  matter 
of  paliCT. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  not  right  that 
an  honorable  member  who  belongs  to  an 
association  which  is  at  the  back  ot  this 
persecution,  should  make  any  statement 
about  it.  I  have  evidence  l^re  that  the 
Medical  Defence  Association  

Mr.  LiDDELL. — An  absolute  misrepresen- 
tation. It  is  not  a  persm  like  the  hwiOT- 
able  member  who  should  make  a  statement 
like  that. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  say  it. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  rise  to  order.  Is  the 
honorable  member  in  crdei  in  maldng  the 
statement  that  I  am  cCKinebted  with  an 
.associatioa  wl^ch  is  at  the  bade  of  the  action 
tsktn  by  the  Postmaster-General? 

Mr.  Mauc^r. — I  have  already  denied 
that  any  institution  has  asked  me  to  do  any- 
thing oi  the  kind. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  would  not  be  in  order  in 
directly  accusing  the  honorable  member  for 
Hunter ;  but  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
a  certain  associatimi,  to  which  the  honorable 
member  belcHigs,  was  at  the  back  of  the 
action  that  has  been  taken.  If  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hunter  denies  that,  I  am 
sure  that  the  h<Hiorable  member  f<x  Ri\'e- 
rina  will  accept  his  disclumer. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  what  I  stated 
— ^that  the  honorable  member  for  Hunter  is 
a  member  of  an  association,  which  is  at  the 
back  of  the  persecuticn  of  this  and  similar 
firms. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  Postmaster- General 
has  just  denied  the  statement. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  can  produce  from 
the  Age  newspaper  the  statement  of  the 
Medical  Defence  Association. 

Mr.  Johnson, — Surely  the  honorable 
member  would  want  a  better  authority  than 
the  Age  newspaper. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  would  be  a  poOT 
lookout  for  some  of  us  if  the  statements  of 
the  Age  newspaper  were  accepted. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  I  can  produce  a 
statement  from  the  Argus  if  that  would 
satisfy  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Surely  the  Minister's 
word  can  be  taken? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— And  my  word  ought 
to  be  taken.  I  Icnow  that  I  should  be  out 
of  order  in  referring  at  greater  length  to 
this  Assodation,  but  I  shall  take  another 


opportunity  of  dealing  with  it,  and  of 
proving  my  statem^ts  concerning  it.  I 
am  one  of  tliose  who  have  known 
the  pnsecutibn  of  this  particular  Assoda- 
tiwi,  atid  am  well  aware  that  they  will  stop 
at  nothing.  If  they  did  not*  approach  the 
Minister  directly,  they  are  ingenious 
enough  to  adopt  other  means  to  bring  about 
the  result  which  they  want.  We  have  in 
power  now  a  Postmaster- General  who  is  a 
protectionist  and  a  Liberal.  Most  men 
who  know  him  will  be  aware  that  he  is 
pretty  firm  in  regard  to  his  principles. 
Every  man  is  more  or  less  biased,  how- 
ever. Supp<Me  that  in  the  <x>urse  of  time 
— I  do  not  know  when  or  how — the  hcnior- 
able  gentleman  were  deposed,  and  we  had 
a  Conservative  or  Tory  Postmaster-General 
at  the  head  of  the  Department.  What 
chance  would  the  labour  unions  of  Austra- 
lia have  against  him  if  he  chose  to  use  his 
power  to  stop  all  their  correspondence?  He 
could  do  it. 

Mr.  Wynne.  —  He  would  soon  be 
"  bumped  out." 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  He  could  do  it, 
though. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  should  be  one  of  the 
first  to  help  to  "  bump  him  out." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— And  he  would  de- 
serve to  be  "  bumped  out." 

Mr.  Maugxr. — Yes. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  doubt  whether  the 
honorable  member  for  Hunter  would  be 

one  of  the  first  to  object  in  such  a  case. 
The  position  is  that  the  Postmaster- General 
has  taken  action  on  certain  statements  made 
to  him  bv  certain  individuals.  But  certain 
other  individuals  belcwiging  to  the  medical 
profession  have  told  the  Minister  that  a 
mistake  has  been  made. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  that  is  not  the  case; 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  that  it  is  the 
case.  Will  the  honorable  gentleman  tell 
me  that  Dr.  Amess  is  not  an  authority? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  a  different  matter. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  not  referring  to 
a  different  matter  at  all.  Will  the  Minister 
tell  me  that  Mr.  Jackson,  the  analyst  of 
this  city,  is  not  an  authority  ?  Will  he 
say  that  Mr.  Churchman  is  not  an  autho- 
rity? There  are  also  other  professi(xial 
opinicxis  which  are  diametrically  opposed  to 
the  acticHi  of  the  Minister  in  this  matter. 
Then  in  regard  to  the  opinions  supplied  by 
the  Attornev-General,  thejionorable  gentle- 
man is  well  aBri|tK?fedt)?fe6>^ke  other 
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opinions  in  »actly  the  opposite  direction. 
There  are  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Purves,  Mr. 
Coldham,  and  Mr.  Duffy. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  tb^  opinions  on 
A  case  stated  hy  their  own  client,  which  is 
A  very  different  matter. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  The  Minister  has 
their  opinions  in  the  papers  upon  which 
he  acted. 

Mr,  Mauger. — Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then  the  Minister 
deceived  the  parties,  because  he  allowed 
their  solicitors  to  see  papers  which  were 
supposed  to  be  the  papers  in  the  case. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  papers  have  been  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  have  been  before 
the  Senate  for  a  long  time. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina's  friends  will  be  able  to  make  out 
a  case  fcx-  oxispiracy  if  there  is  anything 
in  wh^  he  says. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  case  of  con- 
spiracy could  they  make  out? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Has  not  the  honorable 
member  seen  the  papers  laid  before  the 
Senate  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  not  seen  them, 
because,  as  I  intended  to  take  the  action 
which  I  tried  to  take  a  few  days  ago,  I 
purposely  kept  my  mind  free,  open,  and 
unbiased. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Knowing  nothing 
about  the  particulars  of  the  case,  the  hon- 
orable  member  is  making  a  very  intelligent 
speech  concerning  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Of  course,  I  know 
what  the  feelings  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bec  for  Parramatta  are  in  this  matter. 
There  is  a  section  of  the  community  who 
will  always  be  on  a  certain  side  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No;  that  is  not  so. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  it  from  the 
honorable  member's  surroundings.  What 
I  am  demanding  is  justice.  The  meanest 
individual  in  the  cwnmimity  has  a 
right  to  justice.  The  parties  in  this 
matter  demand  that  before  they  are 
punished,  they  shall  be  tried.  But 
the  Minister's  principle  '  is,  kill  first 
and  try  afterwards.  I  again  repeat 
that  a  trial  was  refused  before  punish- 
ment was  meted  out.  I  f  the  parties 
were  really  guilty  of  the  things  charged 
against  them,  it  is  not  likely  that  £ey 
would  desire  the  evidence  to' be  brought 
up  on  an  inquiry.  That  is  not  the  act 
of  a  guilty  person.  The  act  of  such  a 
person  would  be  to  hide  his  head  and  get 


away  as  soon  as  possible,  not  to  come  for- 
ward and  demand  investigation  with  a  view 
of  securing  justice. 

Mr.  Joseph  Code. — What  is  justice? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— What  I  now  mean  by 
it  is,  that  a  man  should  never  6e  condemned 
before  having  An  oppwtunity  to  defend 
himself  ^  that  he  should  not  have  his  bands 
tied  behind  his  back  and  be  punished  with- 
out  trial. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — These  are  serious 
charges  to  make  against  the  Minister. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  —  I  recognise  the 
seriousness  of  them,  and  regret  that  cir- 
cumstances h^ve  arisen  which  compel 
me  to  make  them.  I  do  not  want  to 
be  on  any  Ctxunittee  that,  may  be  ap- 
pointed. I  have  no  wi^  to  be  connected 
with  the  inquiry  in  any  way.  I  liave  <x> 
objection  to*  the  Minister  selecting  any 
person  he  thinks  proper  to  conduct  it. 
What  is  wanted  is  an  inquiry  in  ooniiexioa 
with  which  the  people  who  make  these 
charges  will  be  put  upon  oath,  and  be 
liable,  if  they  do  not  speak  the  truth,  to 
the  punishment  provided  for  persons  who 
swear  falsely  against  their  neighbour. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Does  the  bcmorable  mem- 
ber not  think  that  the  Committee  should 
be  appointed  by  this  House,  and  not  by 
either  the  Minister  or  himself? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  ask  that  it 
should  be  appcnnted  in  any  other  way.  I 
repeat  that  all  that  the  persois  concerned 
ask  for  is  some  kind  of  inquiry,  whether 
a  departm^tal  inquiry,  an  inquiry  by 
Select  Committee,  or  an  inquiry  by  any  of 
the  Courts  of  the  country,  balsed  upcm  a 
definite  charge  laid  against  them,  which 
would  give  them  an  oppOTtunity  to  defena 
their  huiour  and  their  business.  Is  that  an 
unreastmable  request  to  make?  It  might 
be  granted  even  at  this  late  stage,  three 
mcnths  after  the  injury  done  these  people. 
It  would  not  hurt  the  Minister  or  lower  his 
dignity  in  any  form,  but,  on  the  ccmtraiy, 
it  would  vastly  strength^  the  position  he 
has  taken  up  should  the  result  of  the  in- 
quiry be  to  justify  the  course  he  has 
adopted.  Should  that  be  the  result  of  an 
open  and  fair  inquiry,  the  public,  and 
every  cxie  ccncerned,  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Sampson.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  public  mind  is  very 
much  disturbed  by  what  has  taken  place? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— r  think  that  in  New 
South  Wales,  where  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  firm  is  known  p(^iti<^Uy  and  socially,  it 
is  disturbed.  I  ha^*e  known  this  genttemao 
in  social  circles  J<«r^,  nj/^XSTOgle 


Estimates.  [7  April,  1908.] 


Eaimates. 


10217 


Mr.  Mauger. — There  have  been  more 
requests  from  New  South  Wales  not  to 
alter  the  decinon  arrived  at  than  there  have 
been  against  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— In  New  South'  Wales 
what  has  been  done  is  looked  upon  by  man^ 
people  as  an  absolute  outrage,  because  it  is 
believed  that  the  Minister  is  discriminating. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  given  an  in- 
stance of  it  before,  and  I  have  only  to  re- 
peat it  again.  I  have  referred  to  the  acti<m 
of  the  Minister  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Oxen- 
bam. 

Mr.  Maugek. — ^Tbat  is  not  an  anal(^;oiis 
^se. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  should  be  for 
a  Committee  to  decide.  In  that  case,  the 
Minister  exercised  his  power  without  giving 
Mr.  Oxenham  an  opportunity  to  reply  in 
any  shape  or  form.  Then,  as  the  result  of 
the  operation  of  some  forces,  with  which  I 
am  in  no  way  concerned,  the  honorable 
gentleman  was  induced  to  mnove  the  em- 
bargo against  Mr.  Oxenham  within  a  few 
days. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^What  were  the 
forces? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  know,  but, 
as  a  result  of  their  operation,  the  Minister, 
in  a  few  days,  permitted  Mr.  Oxenham's 
rorrespondence  to  continue  to  go  through 
the  post  on  certain  guarantees  l^ing  given. 
These  people  offered  to  give  the  same 
guarantees. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  cases. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  only  differen- 
tiation is  that  the  hcxiorable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment— the  Minister  of  Mwals  foe  the 
Commonwealth — takes  it  upon  himself  to 
say  what  is  or  is  not  moral  and  what  is  or 
is  not  fraud.  It  is  not  the  duty  either  of 
this  Parliament  or  of  the  Minister  to  in- 
quire into  fraud.  The  Courts  of  the  coun- 
try are  established  for  that  purpase.  If 
fraud  is  alleged  against  any  CHie,  a  charge 
should  be  made  against  the  persons  con- 
cerned, and  should  be  inquired  into  by  the 
Courts. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Minister  has  acted 
under  the  5  7th  section  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Act,  which  gives  him  the  power 
he  claims,  and  the  hcuiorable  member 
helped  to  pass  that  Act. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— r  have  already  said 
that  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  assisted,  by  my 
vote,  in  the  passing  of  that  Act.  But  when, 
in  the  light  of  experience  of  its  operatitxi. 


we  see  that  we  did  wrong  to  pass  it,  are 
we  going  to  be  so  recreant  to  our  duty  as 
to  say  that  we  shall  C(»itinue  the  injustice 
it  permits?  Surely  not?  Surely  a  special 
appeal  of  this  kind  should  have  some 
weight  with  honorable  members?  If  you, 
sir,  will  permit  me  to  read  an  extract  frcnn 
a  paper  I  have  here,  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  see  that  it  cannot  be  considered  to  be 
out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  know  what 
extract  the  honorable  member  refers  to, 
but  if  it  is  the  extract  I  have,  already 
forbidden  him  to  reftd,  he  should  certainly 
not  read  it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Will  I  be  permitted 
to  read  an  extract  from  the  Argus  t 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  know 
what  the  extl'act  is. 

Mr.  Reid. — Let  the  honorable  member 
read  it  first,  and  say  that  it  is  an  ^racc 
afterwards. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  this  statement — 

How  verv  great  are  the  discretionary  poweri 
vested  in  the  Postmaster-General  under  the  Post 
Office  Act  wft>  clearly  shown  by  a  judgment  of 
the  High  Court  delivered  yesterday.  He  is 
authorized  to  refuse  to  deliver  mail  matter  ad- 
dressed to  any  person  or  persons  carrying  on  a 
fraudulent  or  immoral  business,  and  he  alone, 
it  would  seem,  is  the  judge  of  the  fraudulence- 
or  immorality.  His  action  is  not  examinable 
by  any  Court  either  on  an  application  tat  a 
mandamus  «r  on  a  proceeding  by  writ  of  cer- 
tiorari. No  mandamus  can  issue  because  the 
delivery  of  letters  is  not  a  Ministerial  act  which 
the  Postmaster-General  is  bound  in  virtue  of  his 
office  to  perform.  Nor  is  the  refusal  a  judi- 
cial act,  since  the  party  against  whom  the  order 
is  made  is  not  heard,  so  there  is  no  ground  for 
a  writ  of  certiorari.  As  an  executive  or  ad- 
miaistrative  act  there  is  no  apparent  means  of 
bringing  the  Fostmaster-Generars  determination 
under  judicial  review.  Without  attempting  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  the  Postmaster-General's 
decision  in  the  particular  case  before  the  Court, 
it  may  be  remarked  that  individual  Postmaster- 
Generals  may  differ  widely  in  the  meaning  they 
attach  to  the  term  "  immoral,"  and  yet  a  firm  so 
labelled  by  any  one  of  them  will  have  no  - 
chance  of  refuting  the  charge.  Of  course,  in 
the  last  resort  the  Postmaster- General  is  re* 
sponsible  to  Parliament,  but  Parliament,  save  in 
the  event  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  glaring  error, 
would  be  most  unlilcely  to  challenge  his  opinion. 
Seeing  that  the  Post  Office  is  a  monopoly,  and 
that  its  political  chief  is  armed  with  such  great 
personal  authority,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  all 
inriances  of  refusal  to  convey  correspondence 
the  utmost  care  and  most  scrupulous  impartiality 
will  ever  be  exercised. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  <hi  this  case; 
but  on  the  action  of  my  predecessOT  in  re- 
gard to  the  sapagj^j,^  Google 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  on  this  case; 
but  the  honcH-able  gentleman  can  take  it  as 
he  pleases. 

Mr.  Reid. — Now  the  hcHiorable  member 
can  say  where  he  got  the  extract  from. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  from  a  paper 
to  which  I  have  already  referred.  I  m^t 
read  other  extracts,  but  I  have  no  wish  to 
do  anything  which  might  bring  me  into 
oxiflict  with  the  Chair.  I  repeat  that  the 
Argus,  the  Australasian,  the  Age,  the 
Bulletin,  and  other  newspapers  published 
in  different  parts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
have  dealt  with  this  matter  on  the  same 
lines  and  have  contended  that  the  power 
exercised  by  the  Postmaster- General  is  too 
great.  In  one  newspaper  it  is  broadly 
stated  that  in  this  case  the  power  intrusted 
to  the  Minister  has  been  improperly  exer- 
cised on  the  ground,  which  I  have  urged, 
that  It  is  absolutely  improper  and  unjust, 
and  against  the  intention  of  Parliament  in 
passing  the  Act,  to  lay  this  ban  or  bar  upon 
any  persons  without  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity to  defend  themselves.  The  Min- 
ister has  asked  why  they  did  not  take  action 
against  certain  persons  for  conspiracy.  How 
could  they  do  so?  The  Minister  knows  that 
they  could  not  do  so.  The  persons  to  whom 
he  alludes,  and  who  I  will  not  name,  though 
I  could  name  them,  doubtless  entered  into 
a  conspiracy.  Their  conspiracy  did  not 
succeed,  and  the  heads  of  the  State  to  whom 
they  had  to  go,  and  to  whom  they  sub- 
mitted the  results  of  the  conspiracy,  in- 
stead of  laying  a  charge  of  fraud  against 
these  people,  said  there  was  no  primd  facie 
evidence  of  fraud,  and  would  not  go  on 
with  the  matter. 

Mt.  Mauger. — They  said  quite  the  op- 
posite. The  hcKiorable  member  has  not 
read  the  papers.    He  has  admitted  that. 

Mr.  CHANTER,— I  know  that  that 
statement  has  been  denied. 

Mr,  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  member 
said  he  had  not  read  the  papers,  and  now 
he  is  professing  to  state  something  which 
they  contain,  but  which  they  do  not  omi- 
tain. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  read  sworn 
statements. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  hwiorable  member 
might  have  read  the  papers  themselves. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  read  sworn 
statements  to  the  effect  that  the  Attorney- 
General  said  he  had  never  seen  the  papers 
six  months  after  they  were  transmif^ed  to 
the  Federal  authorities.  The  State  authori- 
ties desired  to  take  certain  action.  They 
tried  their  best  by  improper  and  underhand 


means  to  make  a  case  against  this  firm  and 
failed  to  do  so.  Having  failed,  they  or 
some  one  in  their  behalf  moved  the  Post- 
master-General, who  is  behind  the  hedge 
and  cannot  be  touched  except  by  Parlia- 
ment, to  do  that  which  they  dared  not  at- 
tempt to  do  themselves.  That  is  the  posi- 
tioa,  and  there  is  no  getting  away  from  it. 
This  firm  is  diarged  with  being  a  firm  of 
quacks.  That  is  a  statement  which  has  been 
made  here,  and  which  has  beexi  made  on 
several  occasions.  In  answer  to  that  charge 
I  have  only  to  say  that  on  their  staff  there 
are  Dr.  Kempster,  who  comes  from  Eng- 
land, and  whose  professional  titles  are 
L.R.C.P.,  London,  and  M.S. A.,  Loidon. 
That  is  a  pretty  good  title. 
Mr.'  LiDDEix. — I  do  not  think  much  of 

it. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  not  as  good 
as  a  member  of  the  British  Medical 
Association.  There  is  also  Dr.  Wallace, 
L.R.C.S.E.,  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.M. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Is  he  alive  to-day  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  he  is  not  in  the  firm 
at  all. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— There  are  two  Drs. 
Wallace,  and  the  honcurable  member  may  be 
under  some  misapprehension  on  that  account. 
There  is  Dr.  White,  M.D.,  Post  Graduate, 
New  York,  and  Dr.  Bell,  D.D.,  Lecturer. 

Mr.  Carr. — That  does  not  guarantee 
their  moral itv. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  char^  is  not  one 
of  immorality,  but  of  fraud. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Of  obtaining  money  by 
false  pretences. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Hunter  shows  that  he  is  prepared 
to  condemn  these  pet^le  without  evidence. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^The  diarge  is  practically 
one  of  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  ask  how  many 
medical  men,  the  honorable  member  in- 
cluded, can  say  that  they  have  not  taken  up 
the  same  class  of  cases  as  are  dealt  with 
by  this  firm? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Certainly  I  have  not. 

Mr.  CH.ANTER.— I  do  not  blame  them 
on  that  account.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  medi- 
cal man  to  give  relief  to  all  classes  of  suf- 
ferers. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — ^He  should  not  be  a  fraud 
and  an  imposter.  He  should  act  in  an  hon- 
arable  wav. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— As  a  layman  I  should 
prefer  to  go  to  an  institute  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  advice  of  a  number  of 
medical  men  of  high  professional  repute  to 
going  to  an  individual  memfer  of  the  pro- 
fession. Digitized  by  Ci OOg IC 
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Mr.  Wynne. — The  honorable  member 
would  not  have  much  left  after  he  went 
there. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — Perhaps  that  may  be 
sa  I  know  something  of  what  professional 
men  are,  and  though  there  are  members  of 
the  medical  profession  for  whom  I  enter- 
tain the  very  highest  respect,  Ihere  are  in- 
dividual manbers  of  that  profession  as  de- 
graded as  any  other  pers(xis  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  great  fault  I 
have  to  find  with  them  is  the  way  they 
write  their  prescriptiwis. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  how  far  some 
of  them  will  go  when  it  suits  their  purpose. 
But  ^at  is  quite  beside  this  question.  We 
have  to  deal  with  a  case  in  which  certain 
action  has  been  taken  which  I  wish  to  have 
reviewed.  Is  the  Minister  afraid  to  review 
it  ?  Are  bcHiorable  members  afraid  to  have 
it  reviewed?  Would  it  strengthen  <»- 
weaken  the  positiori  they  take  up  if  the 
matter  were  fully  inquired  into?  The 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  from  his  large  ex- 
perience in  the  Law  Courts,  is  aware  that 
they  will  have  no  evidence  which  cannot  be 
fully  substantiated.  Hearsay  evidence  will 
not  be  taken  in  ai  Court  of  law.  They  must 
have  something  definite  and  absolute  upon 
which  to  act.  In  this  case,  there  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  In  a  Court  of  law,  there  is 
some  redress,  because  an  individual  who 
makes  a  wilfully  false  statement  on  oath 
is  punishable.  In  the  Minister's  Star 
Chamber,  however,  anybody,  or  any  num- 
ber of  nobodies,  can  pour  into  his  sym- 
pathetic ear  scHnething  which  he  thinks  is 
right.  The  Minister  then  says,  "  All 
right,  the  case  is  tried ;  down  ;ou  go  to 
execution  at  once." 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  interest  would  any- 
body have  in  telling  lies  in  a  case  of  this 
kind? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  know  what  inte- 
rest one  party  behind  this  business  have  in 
telling  lies,  because  they  want  to  crush  out 
of  existCTice  everybody  outside  their  asso- 
ciaticm  who  offends  against  their  rules  in 
any  waj ,  and  one  of  the  greatest  offences 
is  to  advertise. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Have  they  appeared  in 
this  case? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— They  have.  It  was 
published  in  the  Age. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  have  not. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  could  produce 
their  statement  from  the  Age  commending 
the  Minister's  action. 


Mr.  Mauges. — That  is  a  very  different 
matter. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber believe  in  preference  to  unionists  ?  » 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do,"  but  not  to  the 
honorable  member's  union,  which  is  an  im- 
moral union  at  times.  I  do  not  believe  in 
preference  to  individuals.  I  wish  to  see 
them  treated  alike  and  f^rly.  Although 
the  Minister  may  assure  me  that  "he  has  not 
received  a  direct  visit  from  the  particular 
association  to  which  I  refer,  will  he  say 
that  he  has  not  received  visits  from  others? 
Will  he  say  that  he  acted  entirely  upon 
those  papers  without  any  other  influence 
behind  them? 

Mr.  Mauges. — Most  certainly.  I  acted 
on  the  advice  of  the  Attomev-General. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  acceft  the  Minis- 
ter's assurance.  I  had  a  different  opinion, 
and  am  glad  to  be  relieved  of  it. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  will  go  further,  and 
say  that  not  a  living  soul  but  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Attorney-General  knew 
that  the  prohibition  was  going  to  be  made 
until  it  was  made. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  now  an  ad- 
mission that  I  wanted,  and  that  is  some- 
what in  conflict  with  the  Prime  Minister's 
statement  the  other  ni^ht  that  the  matter 
had  been  reviewed  and  approved  by  the 
Cabinet.  The  Minister  now  says  that  it 
was  not  reviewed  and  approved,  by  the 
Cabinet. 

Mr.  Mal'GER. — I  do  no;  say  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  it  was  a  ri^ht 
thing  to  do,  why  did  not  the  honorable 
member  bring  it  before  his  colleagues? 
Did  Parliament  intend  that  one  Minister 
should  act  on  his  own  account,  or  d'd  it 
intend  that  he  should  act  lo\'any  by  his  col- 
leagues in  Cabinet  by  submitting  to  them  a 
matter  of  such  grave  importance? 

Mr,  Reid. — The  law  prevents  the  Min- 
ister from  taking  the  opinion  of  his  col- 
leagues.   The  law  makes  him  the  judge. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  law  gives  him 
the  power  to  act,  but  it  does  not  take  away 
from  him  the  duty  which  attaches  to  every 
Minister  of  submitting  matters  of  great 
importance  for  the  ccmsideration  of  all  his 
colleagues. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  he  remained  of  the  same 
opinion,  he  would  have  to  exercise  his 
power  despite  his  colleagues.  His  duty 
under  the  Act  is  to  give  his  opinion,  and 
not  that  of  his  colleagues.  He  must  make 
up  his  mind,  and  it  is  his  own  mind  that 
must  decide  the  case.     ^  . 
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Mr.  CHANTER.— I  agree  with  the 
honcvable  gentleman  that  it  is  the  Minis- 
ter's duty  to  act  upon  his  judgment,  but 
it  is  equally  his  duty  to  submit  cases  of 
Ihis  kind  to  the  Cabinet. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— When  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  was  in  the  Depart- 
ment, what  did  he  do  on  his  own  respon- 
sibilitv  that  he  did  not  first  submit  to  his 
Cabinet  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Since  the  hcmorable 
member  asks  me,  I  may  tell  him  that  1 
stopped  the  delivery  of  lettCTs  to  Tatter- 
sail's  in  Sydney  ten  years  ago*  without 
consulting  anybody. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then  the  honorable 
member  did  equally  wrong. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  the  htmor- 
able  member  was  cme  of  those  who  kicked 
up  a  row  about  it  then. 

Mr,  CHANTER,— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  quite  wrong.  I  am  sure  he  will 
withdraw  his  statement  when  I  tell  him 
that  I  never  approached  him  in  any  shape 
or  form,  by  word  or  letter,  in  any  case 
with  which  this  firm  was  connected  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr,  Kelly, — The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  referred  to  Tattersall's. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Nor  did  I  interfere 
in  Tattersall's  case.  I  am  not  declaiming 
against  the  Minister's  opinion  that  a  wrong 
is  being  done  in  regard  to  betting  or 
f^ambltng.  or  the  publication  of  these  mat- 
ters. What  I  am  declaiming  against  is  that 
any  Minister  should  take  acticm  against  one 
firm  and  leave  dozens  of  others  in  the  same 
tine  of  business  untouched.  The  Minister 
rannot  denv  that  that  is  the  case.  Does  he 
think  he  has  stopped  gambling  by  prohibit- 
ing Tattersall's  sweep  correspondence?  Is 
there  not  anv  amount  of  gambling  going 
on  in  this  city?  Why  does  not  the  Min- 
ister go  to  the  Stock  Exchange  and  the 
various  clubs  and  touch  them?  He  picks 
out  one.    There  is  no  justice  in  his  action. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  gen- 
tleman is  continuing  the  prohibition  against 
Tattersall's,  and  has  bean  worrying  one  or 
two  banks  who  have  received  letters.  He 
may  to  a  certain  extent  control  things  that 
he  considers  improper,  but  he  will  never 
stop  gambling  by  legislation,  because  it  is 
a  weakness  of  human  nature  that  will  go 
on  for  ever. 

Mr.  Kelly, — Is  that  any  reasm  why 
he  should  not  try  to  stop  it? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Then  he  should  trv 
to  stop  it  altogether.    He  should  not  pick 


out  one  case  only.  Within  200  or  300  . 
yards  of  this  building,  one  can  see  glaring 
instances.  If  the  Minister  has  time  to 
attend  to  his  Department — I  doubt  if  he 
has,  because  his  time  is  apparently  taken 
up  in  attending  to  the  morals  of  the  cran- 
munity — he  can  find  plenty  of  scope  for 
the  exercise  of  his  powers.  He  thinks  he 
has  stopped  indecent  literature  from  going 
through  the  post,  but  I,  and  several  other 
honorable  members,  recently  saw  passing 
through  the  post,  two  post-cards  that  would 
not  be  allowed  in  any  decent  household. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  honorable  member 
came  to  overlook  them.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  a  great  purist,  but  I  can  place  my 
three  score  years  of  life  against  those  of 
most  ordinary  men,  and  thank  God  that  I 
do  not  feel  ashamed  of  any  act  of  mine 
during  that  time.  If  a  man  is  going  to 
use  .a  Department  like  this  in  order  to 
establish  himself  as  the  censor  of  every- 
thing, he  should  clean  out  the  whole  stable, 
and  not  one  little  corner  of  it.  Is  the 
honorable  member  afraid  to  do  it?  Are 
there  influences  behind  that  personally  or 
politically  he  fears  ?  Why  is  he  not 
courageous  enough,  if  he  takes  action  in 
one  case,  to  take  it  in  others?  Why  does 
he  not  prove  himself  right  in  this  case  by 
granting  some  form  of  inquiry  by  which 
fair  play  will  be  given  ? 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Why  does  he  not  tackle 
the  big  daily  papers? 

Mr.  Mauger. — So  I  have ;  and  they  have 
left  out  quite  a  nimiber  of  advertisements. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— One  can  find  in  the 
Library  at  any  time  paper  after  paper 
with  that  sort  of  advertisement  in  it.  I 
feel  strongly  upon  this  matter.  An  abso- 
lute outrage  has  been  perpetrated  by  the 
Minister,  and  his  cwiduct  now  is  not  ccm- 
duci^'e  to  good  government.  If  I  had  done 
any  one  an  injury,  or  had  any  suspidtxi 
that  I  had  done  so,  I  should  at  once  grant 
the  freest  and  fullest  inquiry,  in  order  that 
I  might  stand  justified  or  condemned — I 
would  not  care  which. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  take  it  that  the 
Minister  is  oxifident  that  he  has  done 
right. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Up  to  the  present— 
I  do  not  know  what  he  may  do  later — he 
has  taken  "up  this  position:  "I  will  not 
have  the  matter  inquired  into.  I  have 
done  it.    That  is  enough." 

Mr.  Kelly.— Cannot  the  honorable 
member  make  him? 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  House  is  at  liberty 
to  order  an  inquiry.         ^  , 
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Mr.  CHANTER— The  House  is  very 
anxious  to  get  away  to  eat  its  Easter 
turkey.  It  showed  a  fine  disposition  the 
other  night  to  help  me.  If  action  in  a 
<xrtain  directicKi  v/ere  taken,  hcMX>rable 
jncmbers  (^posite  would  be  only  too  glad 
to  support  me,  if  -  they  thought  it  would 
put  the  Government  out.  They  would  not 
care  about  this  or  any  other  little  matter,' 
but  would  seize  the  chance.  That  is  party 
poAitics. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  the  hwlorable  member  for 
Hunter  would  vote  against  the  Government 
on  this  matter? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Yes ;  or  on  any  other 
matter  to  get  the  Government  out  of  power. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  BsowN. — We  thought  we 
had  vou. 

"Mr.  CHANTER.— There  is  many  a  slip 
'twist  the  cup  and  the  lip.  Honorable 
members  do  not  know  when  they  have  me. 
They  never  catch  me  sacrificing  my  prin- 
ciples. 

Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  honorable  member 
changed  his  seat  advisedly  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  came  here  for  the 
sake  of  convenience,  having  copious  notes 
and  wanting  a  table  to  put  them  on. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  were  afraid  the  hwior- 
able  member  might  have  left  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  CHANTER.—:  shall  be  glad  of 
the  right  honorable  member's  assistance. 
He,  in  giving  a  legal  opinion  for  these 
people,  fought  the  very  fight  that  I  am 
fighting  now. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  legal  c^inion  that  I 
gave  was  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Act.  It 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  all  I  am  con- 
tending for.  If  men  like  the  Right  Honor- 
able G^eorge  Houstoun  Reid,  leader  of  His 
Majesty's  Oppositicm  in  the  Parliament  of 
Australia,  say  that  it  is  possible  for  a 
Minister  to  do  wrong,  will  the  Postmaster- 
General,  or  any  other  Minister,  still  main- 
tain that  it  is  not  possible?  Any  man 
might  tmintentionally  do  wrong.  The  Min- 
ister in  this  case  has  shut  his  eyes  delibera- 
tely to  supreme  justice.  He  acted  upon 
what  he  believed  to  be  a  primd  facie  case 
made  out  to  him,  but  which  was  rejected 
hy  the  State  authorities.  He  did  not  act 
fairly  or  judicially,  although,  of  course, 
he  acted  within  his  powers.  He  did  not 
act  within  the  intentions  of  Parliament  or 
'in  accordance  with  the  British  principle 
that  no  roan  shall  be  punished  without  trial. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Tbe  honorable 
member  voted  the  other  night  to  compel  a 
man  to  convict  hmiself . 

Mr.  CHANTER.—There  was  a  decided 
difference  in  that  case.  There  a  man  was 
asked  to  prove  his  innocence.  In  this 
case,  he  is  not  allowed  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  not  the  dif- 
ference at  all. 

Mr.  CHANTER.—There  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference between  charging  a  man  with  an 
oifence  whilst  afftxding  him  an  opportunity 
to  establish  his  innocence,  and  punishing 
him  without  affca-ding  him  that  opportimity. 
But  it  is  about  time  that  I  heard  what  the 
Postmaster -General  has  to  say  with  regard 
to  this  matter.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  he 
can  see  his  way  clear — even  at  this  late  hour 
of  the  day — to  remove  the  embargo  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  correspondence  of 
the  firm  to  which  I  allude,  or  if,  as  an 
alternative,  he  will  grant  some  form  of 
inquiry  into  his  action.  He  need  have  no 
fear  of  his  conduct  being  inquired  into.  If 
he  has  erred,  he  is  not  the  first  Minister 
who  has  done  so. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Why  presume  that  he  has 
erred? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Whon  doctors  differ 
the  .patient  dies.  In  this  case  the  doctors 
differ.  Doctors  quite  as  eminent  as  is  the 
Postmaster-General  differ  frcMn  the  view 
which  he  holds.  If  an  inquiry  be  granted 
nobody  will  be  more  pleased  than  myself  to 
learn  that  the  Postmaster-General  has  justi- 
fied his  action.  If,  on  the  cwitrary,  his 
action  should  not  be  justified  by  the  evi- 
dence forthcoming,  he  is  not  the  man  that 
I  take  him  for,  if  he  will  not  admit  his 
error,  and  extend  relief  to  those  who  are 
at  present  suffering  as  the  result  of  his 
action. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnwig — Postmas- 
ter-General) [9.3]. — My  remarks  will  be  as 
brief  as  possible. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Oh,  no.  State  the  case 
fully. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  The  P93tmaster-General 
must  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— One  or  two  statements 
have  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Riverina  which  I  feel  it!  my  duty  to 
answer.  In  the  first  place  I  have  not  in 
any  way  discriminated.  This  particular 
case  was  sent  on  to  me  by  the  Victorian 
police,  with  an  intimation  that,  in  the 
t»pinion  of  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  a 
frimS  facie  case    had    been    made  out 
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the  State  authorities  been  able  to  take  action 
against  the  firm,  instead  of  being  impelled 
by  the  evidence  to  take  action  against  an 
individual.  They  thought  t^ie  case  was 
so  strong  that  it  should  be  considered  by 
the  Federal  authorities.  I  went  through 
the  papers  very  carefully  and  sent  them  on 
to  the  Crown  Solicitor  and  the  Crown  Law 
authorities,  and  the  Attorney-General  gave 
his  opinion  upon  them.  I  cmsidered  that 
opinion,  reconsidered  the  papers,  and  took 
the  action  which  has  resulted  in  the  pro- 
hibiticMi  imposed  upon  the  correspondence 
of  this  firm.  The  moment  that  I  imposed 
that  prohibition  I  was  asked  to  grant!  an 
inquiry.  Naturally  I  declined  to  do  so.  I 
took  the  step  which  I  did  deliberately,  and 
I  had  consulted  the  Crown  Law  c^ers 
up<m  the  matter. 

Mr.  Reid. — Did  the  Postmaster- General 
give  the  firm  an  opportunity  of  being  heard 
•oef ore  he  decided  to  take  action  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Most  decidedly  not. 
There  is  no  provision  that  I  should  (Jo  so, 
and  the  evidence  was  of  such  a  character 
that  there  was  no  call  for  me  to  do  so.  In 
my  judgment  there  can  be  no  question  at 
all  

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  did  not  the 
Postmaster-General  allow  these  men  to  be 
heard? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — For  the  simple  ^reason 
that  I  have  power  under  the  Act  to  Impose 
the  prohibition.  A  prohibition  has  been 
imposed  upon  the  correspondence  of  the 
same  firm  by  the  New  Zealand  Govern- 
ment, and  I  had  acted  upon  the  advice  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor  after  the  case  had 
l)een  submitted  to  me  by  the  State  authori- 
ties. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  position  of 
the  Postmaster -General  would  have  been 
stronger  if  he  had  first  heard  these  people. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— They  had  been  heard 
before.  If  honorable  inembers  will  take 
the  trouble  to  read  the  papers  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate  more  than 
six  weeks  ago,  I  am  confident  that  they 
will  indorse  my  miction.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister stated  publicly  that  he  would  offer  no 
opposition  to  a  Select  Committee  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate.  I  declared  that  I 
would  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  lay- 
ing the  whole  of  the  papers  before  Parlia- 
ment. As  the  Senate  met  before  this 
House,  the  whole  of  the  papers  were  laid 
upon  the  table  of  that  Chamber.  Honor- 
able senators  had  access  to  them.  For 
mcHiths  past  they  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire 
^nto  this  case,  and  they  have  not  done  so. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  I  understood  the 
Prime  Minister  to  say  that  he  had  no  sym- 
pathy with  the  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverinai  nrither  had  the  Post- 
master-General. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Undoubtedly.  The 
action  which  I  took  was  fully  warranted 
by  the  papers  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  was  backed  up  by  the  Crown  Law 
authorities.  But  the  Prime  Minister  held 
that,  however  strong  my  case  might  be,  and 
however  decided  my  view  upon  the  matter. 
Parliament  had  a  perfect  right  to  review  it. 
The  papers  which  are  now  upon  the  table 
of  the  Senate  were  forwarded  to  mi 
through  the  Victorian  police.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina  says  that  I  was 
prompted  to  take  action  by  the  Medical  As- 
sociation. In  reply,  I  repeat  what  I  said 
by  way  of  interjecti(Mi,  namely,  that  nether 
the  Medical  AnoctaticHi  nor  any  other  as- 
sociation, not  any  individual,  approached 
me  in  the  matter,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, until  after  my  decision  had  been 
made  public. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  would  not  have  been 
to  the  discredit  of  the  Medical  Association 
if  it  had  done  so.  It  would  rather  ha\-e 
been  to  its  credit. 

Mr,  MAUGER.— The  moment  that  my 
decisicm  was  made  public,  however,  not 
only  the  Medical  A^odaticm  but  a  great 
many  other  associations  and  many  news- 
papers declared  that  I  had  done  a  great 
public  good.  My  honorable  friend  said 
nothing  about  that.  If  representations 
have  been  made  upon  the  one  hand,  hun- 
dreds of  representations  have  been  made 
upon  the  other. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Then  why  refuse  an  in- 
quiry ?  Surely  it  would  strengthen  the 
Postmaster- General's  portion? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  prepared  to  take 

full  responsibility  for  my  action.  The 
papers  relating  to  the  case  have  been  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  Senate,  thus  chal- 
lenging the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. That  is  what  has  been  done.  I 
am  not  personally  offering  opposition  to  the 
honorable  member's  proposal  

Mr.  Chanter. — ^The  Postmaster-General 
has  pulled  the  strings  very  well. 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  I  have  pulled  no 
strings,  and  it  is  imfair  for  the  honorable 
member  to  suggest  that. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — If  the  Postmaster-General 
supports  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Coin~ 
mittee  to  inquire  into  this^se,Jie  KHjght  to 
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Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  not  going  to  sup- 
port it.     I  shall  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Kellt. — But  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral will  allow  his  colleagues  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— My  colleagues  will  not 
vote  for  it.  I  would  remind  honorable 
members  that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that 
action  has  been  taken  against  this  particu- 
lar firm. 

Mr.  Chanter. — If  the  Postmaster- 
Goierail  goes  into  that  matter  I  shall  reply. 

Mr.  AiAUGER.— Not  only  the  last 
Postmaster-General,  but  also  a  predecessor, 
took  action  in  connexion  with  this  finn. 
The  latter  recommen^Jed  that  the  Crown 
should  prosecute  these  people  upon  the 
evidence  then  in  its  possessitm. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Why  did  it  not  do  so? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  knmv.  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
case.  I  merely  wish  to  show  that  the 
statements  that  I  have  a  prejudice  against 
this  firm,  that  I  singled  it  out  for  special 
treatment,  and  that  I  was  backed  up  by 
the  Medical  Assodation,  are  all  contrary 
to  fact. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — The  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral has  a  very  strcHig  case. 

Mr.  Chanter. — He  has  a  very  good 
bai.'ker  in  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  listened  most  atten- 
tively to  my  honorable  friend. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  am  listening  very  at- 
tentivelv. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Every  case  with  which 
I  have  '  dealt,  under  the  law  either 
relating  to  Tattersall's,  or  to  indecent  pic- 
tures, or  to  medical  matters,  has  been 
brought  uiHler  my  notke  dther  by  the 
State  authorities  or  by  the  detectives  of  my 
own  De^rtmwit.  I  have  never  gone  out 
of  my  way  in  the  slightest  decree  to  find 
persons  to  prosecute.  But  when  cases 
have  been  brought  under  my  notice,  when 
the  papers  relating  to  them  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  me,  and  when  the  evidence  has 
appeared  so  strong  that,  in  my  judgment, 
there  was  no  gainsaying  it,  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  act,  and  T  should  have  no 
right  to  be  administering  the  Department 
unless  I  was  prepared  to  accept  full  re- 
sponsit»litv  for  my  actiwi. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — God  help  me  if  the 
Postmaster-General  were  my  judgp. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  that  my  honor- 
able friend  would  find  that  I  should  not 
be  very  hard  on  him.  But  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
this  case.  I  have  been  intrusted  with  a 
certain  respcmsibility,    and'   I  have  not 
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singled  out  any  -firm  or  individual  fat 
special  treatment.  I  told  Mr.  Oxenham, 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned,  what  I 
told  Mr.  Wren  and  others  upcm  whose  cor- 
respaidence  a  similar  prohibition  has  been 
imposed,  that  if  they  would  give  me  a 
written  undertaking  in  conformity  with  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  Crown  Law 
authorities  that  they  would  not  violate  the 
law  in  regard  to  postal  matters,  their  cor- 
respondence might  pass  through  the  post 
without  let  or  hindrance. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Then  why  refuse  the 
same  omsideratlon  to  Messrs.  Freeman 
and  Wallace? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— l*here  is  no  analogy 
between  the  two  cases. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Whv  does  not  the  De- 
partment make  a  cnarge  against  them,  so 
that  they  may  obtain  redress  in  a  Court 
of  law  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  the  House  chooses 
it  has  a  perfect  right  to  appoint  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  this  particular 
case,  and  into  all  the  facts  connected  with 
it.  We  have  offered  no  c^positim  to  the 
adoption  of  that  course.  The  Prime 
Minister  went  out  of  his  way  to  afford  the 
honorable  member  facilities  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion  relating  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  Postmaster- 
General  said  just  now  that  he  would  not 
vo:e  for  the  motion.  He  must,  therefore, 
vote  against  it.  Would  jiot  that  be  oppo- 
sition ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  should  wali  out  of 
the  chamber. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Surely  we  are  not 
going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  country 
bv  dividing  upon  this  question? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  know.  I 
deny  having  .selected  any  particular  firm 
for  special  treatment.  I  deny  having  dis- 
criminated, and  if  honorable  members  will 
only  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  papers* 
connected  with  this  case  alone — to  say  no- 
thing of  the  history  and  practice  of  the 
firm  in  question — I  am  sure  they  will  be 
satisfied  that  the  right  thing  has  been  done. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calarej 
[9- 13]  — I  do  lot  propose  to  traverse  the 
very  interesting  case  which  has  been  re- 
ferred to  bv  the  htmorable  member  for 
Riverina.  The  consideration  of  tha'.  matter 
had  better  be  left  until  another  occasion, 
when  it  can  be  dealt  with  upon  its  merits. 
I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  report  of  the  Public  Service 
CommissicHier,  and  to  certain  matters  which 
he  deems  to  tsgit^cfSQlfici^O^pSrtaiice  to 
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justify  him  in  dealing  with  them  at  cchi- 
siderable  length.  The  first  one  relates  to 
the  questirai  of  the  retirement  of  public  sei- 
vants  upon  attaining  a  certain  age,  namely, 
from  sixty  to  sixty-five  years.  The  Com- 
missioner deals  with  this  questicxi  on  pages 
12  and  13  of  his  report.  He  p<»nts  out 
that  during  1906  scmae  35  officers  were  ob- 
liged to  retire  on  account  of  having  attained 
the  age  limit,  and  that  during  1907-8  i8r 
cheers  will  be  due  to  retire.  He  also 
directs  attention  to  the  particular  acticm  of 
the  Postal  Department  in  retaining  the 
services  of  an  officer  who  has  passed  the 
maximum  age  limit,  namely,  sixtj-five 
years.  He  regards  diis  matter  as  of  so 
much  importance — so  far  as  it  affects  the 
efficiency  of  the  service — that  he  has  for- 
warded a  long  communication  to  the  De- 
partment in  regard  to  it.  He  pcnnts  out 
the  evil  of  allowing  officers — no  matter  how 
efficient  or  how  expert  they  may  have  been 
— to  occupy  an  important  position  in  the 
service  after  attaining  the  age  limit,  and 
the  reasons  which  actuated  Parliament  in 
fixing  that  limit.  Just  (xie  quotation  frcMn 
his  letter  will  set  out  his  position.  He 
writes — 

If  the  promotion  of  officers  to  the  highest 
positions  is  delayed  until  they  are  nearinK  the 
statutory  age,  no  marked  improvement  can  be 
expected  in  the  Service.  When  they  get  to  the 
highest  positions  they  have  oaly  a  few  years  to 
serve,  and  ijaturally  make  little  effort  to  effect 
reforms  or  improve  things,  their  main  object 
being,  with  few  exceptions,  to  make  matteit 
comfortable  for  themselves  for  the  few  years 
thev  have  to  remain.  '  This  must  be  bad  for  the 
public  interest:  but  if  officers  go  to  "the  top" 
in  the  earlier  years  of  their  lives,  they  naturally 
set  out  to  improve  matters,  and  so  build  up  an 
official  reputation.  • 

That  is  the  eflfect  which  it  has  upon  the 
rank  and  file.  But  the  effect  which  it  has 
upon  the  officer  primarily  concerned,  and 
upon  the  service  through  him,  is  set  out 
in  the  following  paragraph — 

In  a  Ser\-icc  where  officers  arc  kept  on  be- 
yond the  term  of  sixty-five  years,  it  must  inevi- 
tably follow  th.it  their  successors  are  likely  to  be 
men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  an  anti- 
quated rigime,  especially  when  the  head  posi- 
tions have  been  filled  for  a  series  of  years  by 
men  nearinfi  the  retiring  age,  because  when  an 
officer  is  approaching  the  time  for  his  severance 
from  the  Service,  he  makes  little  effort  to  change 
thin<;s;  his  mind,  as  a  rule,  ts  not  so  receptive 
as  a  younger  ninn's,  and,  as  a  consequence,  his 
cnnservalism  Iv  rcmes  .iccentuated. 

Those  are  the  iwsitions  which  the  Commis- 
sioner sets  out.  He  lays  down  very  clearly 
what  will  be  the  effect  upon  the  ser\'ice  if 
there  is  any  departure  frtMn  the  law,  and 
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he  draws  special  attention  to  the  case  of  a 
leading  trfficer  in  the  Postmaster- General's 
Department  being  retained  over  the  age 
limit,  and  the  d^noralizin^  effect  which  it 
has  upon  the  whole  sovioe.  Take  the 
cases  of  men,  s«ne  of  whom  do  not  hold 
very  high  positions  or  receive  large  salaries, 
out  of  which  they  can  provide  for  their 
old  age,  and  whose  superannuation  al- 
lowance, if  any,  is  very  small.  As  soon  as 
these  men  reach  the  age  limit,  they  are  re- 
quired to  go.  Their  cases  cannot  be  given 
special  consideration.  They  are  told, 
"  That  is  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the 
CcHomonwealth, ' '  and  their  appeals  are 
passed  over  without  result.  In  this  par- 
ticular case,  however,  the  Postmaster- 
General  makes  a  departure  in  favour  of  his 
right-hand  man — a  gentleman  against  whom 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  a  word,  who  has 
administered  the  Department  with  very  con- 
siderable capacity,  and  who  has  oxnmand 
of  his  faculties  despite  his  increasing  vears. 
It  is  not  from  the  point  of  the  individual, 
as  the  Commissioner  points  out,  that  this 
matter  has  to  be  looked  at ;  we  have  to  con- 
sider the  effect  which  it  will  have  on  riie 
whole  Department.  If  the  Minister  can 
make  a  departure  from  the  practice  cki  be- 
half of  his  leading  officer,  where  is  the 
line  to  be  dr*wn?  Why  not  allow  the 
humble  man  in  the  back  coimtry,  who  is, 
perhaps,  supervising  the  construction  of 
telegraphs  or  telephones,  or  any  man  in 
the  lower  grades  of  the  service,  the  same 
privilege  as  is  extended  to  this  leading 
(^c«-?  If  that  were  permitted,  it  would 
prodix^e  the  effect  which  the  Ccxnmissioner 
has  pointed  out.  He  says  that  the  state 
of  affairs  under  the  Commonwealth  would 
drift  back  to  what  it  was  under  the  States, 
and  that  for  years  officers  would  be  kept 
out  of  their  well'-earned  promotion.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  legitimate 
expectations  of  all  the  younger  officers  is  a 
matter  of  no  less  consideration  than  the 
pecuniary  circumstances  of  officers  who  have 
reached  the  retiring  age.  I  understand 
that  the  honorablfc  member  for  Kalpoorlie 
has  taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  pro- 
poses to  test  the  feeling  of  the  Ctxnmittee 
on  the  policv  which  the  Po^master-General 
has  initiated  of  practically  breaking  down 
the  spirit  of  the  law  in  the  interests  of  a 
particular  officer  in  his  Department. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  hold  that  if  we  have  a 
law  on  the  subject,  it  ought  to  apply  imi- 
versally, 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  what 
I  am  contending  foE,g„^^,,^GoOgle 
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Mr.  Frazer. — If  a  man  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder  has  to  go  out  when  he  reaches 
the  age  limit,  a  man  at  the  top  ought  to 
go  out  also. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— That  is  what 
the  Commissioner  is  contending  for.  In 
bis  report,  he  says  that  the  law  should  be 
honorably  observed,  and  applied  not  merely 
to  the  officers  in  the  lower  grades,  but 
right  through  the  service.  I  can  well 
understand  the  demoralizing  effect  which 
tiiia  departure  will  have.  Men  who  have 
devoted  their  lives  to  the  Public  Service, 
just  as  <»mpletely  as  this  particular  officer 
has  done,  and  given  the  country  the  benefit 
of  their  abilities,  are  informed,  when  they 
reach  the  age  of  sixt\-five  years,  that  they 
must  retire  in  the  terms  of  the  Act.  They  na- 
turally say,  "  If  we  were  only  placed 
alongside  the  Ministerial  chair ;  if  we  were 
fcHtunate  enough  to  hold  the  position  which  ■ 
his  leading  officer  occupies,  how  different 
would  our  treatment  be."  This  departure 
on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster-General  is 
not  justified,  and  must  tend  to  restore  the 
state  of  affairs  which  obtained  in  the  pre- 
Federal  days,  and  which  the  House  set  out 
to  refonn  when  it  framed  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Act.  I  think  that  this  initial  move  of 
the  Postmaster-General  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  .pass  by  without,  a  pro- 
test, and  certainly  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner  has  done  his  duty 
to  the  Public  Service  and  to  this  House 
in  calling  attention  to  a  breach  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
Another  matter  is  dealt  with  by  the  C«n- 
missioner  on  page  23  of  his  report.  Under 
the  head  of  "  Evasions  of  the  Law,"  he 
deals  with  the  case  of  another  officer  in 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department.  A 
very  able  and  courteous  <^ker,  who  ranks 
next  to  the  Secretary,  is  suddenly  {»x>moted 
f Fom  the  clerical  to  the  administVative  staff, 
and  we  have,  as  the  Commissioner  points 
out,  the  anomaly  of  two  administrators  in 
one  Department. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Are  there  not  two  adminis- 
trators in  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Com- 
missicmer  points  out  that  that  case  is  pro- 
vided for,  but  that  this  one  is  not. 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  propose  to  provide 
for  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  this  case, 
it  is  done  bv  a  Ministerial  act,  and  there 
are  spedal  conditions.  The  reasrai  why 
there  should  be  two  administrators  in  tlw 
Department  of  Trade  and  Customs  is  that 
its  operations  extend  over  a  big  area. 


Mr.  Mahon. — The  same  thing  applies  to 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department. 

Mr.  Page. — No;  it  operates  over  a  bigger 
area. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— In  every 
State  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Dq)artment 
has  an  administrator  in  the  person  of  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-GenCTal ;  but  here  by  a 
Ministerial  act,  and  behind  the  back  of  the 
CommissicHier  

Mr.  Mauger. — No;  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  not  read  the  whole  of  the  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mahon.— He  ought  to  know  that 
that  statement  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— To  be  abso- 
lutely accurate,  I  will  put  the  positi<»i  in 
another  way.  Without  the  consent  of  the 
CcHnmissicHier  

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  that  (^ce  was 
created  with  his  consent. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  office  of 
administrator  ? 

Mr.  Maugeb. — The  office  of  Assistant 
Secretary. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes,  but  the 
duties  and  functions  w«e  not  assigned  to 
the  position  with  his  consent,  and  that  is 
what  he  objects  to. 

Mr.  Maugkr. — ^Why  should  he  have  been 
made  Assistant  Secretary  unless  it  was  tor 
administrative  purposes?  Otherwise  .  he 
would  be  of  no  use,  and  he  had  betfer  have 
remained  as  he  was. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN. —Apparently 
the  Minister,  when  he  asked  the  Commis- 
sioner to  cMisent  to  the  alteration  of  the 
designation,  did  not  put  that  phase  to  him. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  phase  was  put  to 
the  Commissioner,  but  the  correspwidence 
appended  to  his  report  is  not  complete.  The 
h(X)orable  member  should  read  the  complete 
correspondence. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  corre- 
spondence attached  to  this  report  covers 
very  many  pages. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  not  complete. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  seems  to 
be  fairly  consecutive,  and  the  Canmis- 
sioner  upholds  the  pcsition  he  takes  up  very 
strongly. 

Mr. '  Page. — He  upholds  any  position 
which  he  takes  up. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes,  and  I 
believe  that  he  is  correct  in  this  particular 
case. 

Mr.  Page.— I  do  not ;  he  is  not  correct 
in  many  cases. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN,— jDiat  is  a 
matter  of  opii^fillil'^^WKf  Wii»-adminis- 
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trative  officers  required  in  the  central 
bureau  of  the  Postmaster-Goierars  De- 
partment ? 

Mr.  Frazer. — Judging  by  results  they 
want  about  sixteen. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  no  question  that 
quite  two  administrative  officers  are  wanted. 
The  honorable  member  cannot  expect  to  re- 
ceive an  annual  report  and  a  balance-sheet 
with  only  one  administrative  officer  there, 
and  he  will  not  get  it  either. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— If  the  Minis- 
ter thinks  that  the  appmntment  of  an  ad- 
ministrative officer  is  going  to  work  all  these 
wonders,  why  not  have  twenty  or  one  hun- 
dred? Why  not  make  every  member  of  his 
staff  an  administrative  c^cer  if  that  is  gdng 
to  insure  efficiency  ? 

Mr.  Frazer.— And  then  put  them  in  the 
place  of  the  Cabinet  Cranmittee. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes,  to  in- 
TCstigate  their  own  work.  I  do  not  desire 
to  weary  the  Committee  by  reading  ths 
whole  of  the  correspondence  about  this  case, 
as  it  is  in  print.  I  believe  that  if  hwior- 
able  members  will  peruse  it  carefully  they 
will  see  that  there  has  been  a  very  sharp 
conflict  between  the  Corrunissioner  and  the 
head  of  this  Department  with  respect  to 
this  appointment,  and  that  an  cfficer,  with- 
out his  duties  having  been  increased,  has 
been  raised  frcwn  the  clerical  to  the  admini- 
strative staff,  and  thus  given  aji  increased 
salary  which  the  Act  does  not  allow  to 
him  as  a  clerical  c^ker.  As  the  C(xnmis- 
sicmer  very  properly  asks,  if  the  Postmas- 
ter-General wishes  to  give  to  this  c^Scer  an 
increased  salary  for  the  services  that  he 
renders,  why  not  raise  the  salaries  of  all 
clerical  (^Scers  who  are  performing  equally 
important  work? 

Mr.  Mahon. — Why  did  not  the  Commis- 
sioner explain  why  he  raised  a  man's  salary 
above  the  amount  fixed  in  the  Act  for  the 
clerical  division? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  not 
aware  that  he  did. 

Mr,  Mahon. — Yes,  he  put  down  a  salary 
of  ^650  for  an  f^cer. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  proba- 
bility  is  that  an  explanatron  will  be  forth- 
coming. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  Commissioner  was 
challenged  about  the  matter  and  made  no 
reply. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— From  the 
very  strong  stand  which  the  Commissioner 
has  taken  in  this  case,  I  feel  very  sure  that 
'      is  a  reply  to  that  challenge,  and  that 


it  can  be  obtained  by  ihe  honwable  member 
if  he  so  desires. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  is  not  in  print. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Commis- 
sioner cliluns  that  this  acti(»i  on  the  part 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  is 
a  direct  evasion  of  the  law,  and  that  in- 
stead of  adding  strength  it  introduces  weak- 
ness in  that  it  has  created  two  administra- 
tive heads. 

Mr.  Page. — The  honorable  member  does 
not  say  anything  about  the  way  in  which 
the  Commissioner  evades  the  law  in  the  case 
of  the  lower  officers,  particularly  in  r^ard 
to  the  Boards  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Commis- 
simier  has  to  work  accwding  to  the  Act, 
and  I  believe  that  no  one  would  weloxne 
more  cordially  a  thorough  investigation  of. 
or  a  means  of  investigating,  these  matters 
than  he  would.  It  seems  to  me,  from  his 
attitude,  that  the  whole  desire  of  the  Post- 
master-General is  to  magnify  the  central 
bureau  and  make  it  practically  a  supervis- 
ing department  for  the  whole  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Why  should  it  not  be? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— For  the 
reason  that  in  point  of  territory  this  is  a 
very  big  Cwnmtxiwealth,  and  that  it  is  im- 
po^ble  to  administer  Post  and  Telegraph 
affairs  effectively  from  a  central  cSR(x.  The 
Commissioner  points  out  that  weakness. 

Mr.  Page. — We  must  have  a  central 
office. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes;  but  it 
is  not  necessary  for  the  Central  Office  to 
supervise  the  administration  of  the 
Deputy  Postmasters- General  in  every  de- 
tail. The  CcMnmissioner  points  out  that  he 
is  decentralizing  his  Department,  by  giving 
his  State  inspectors  larger  powers. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  same  thirig  has 
been  done  with  the  Deputy  Postiiiasters- 
General. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWX.— The  Central 
Office  should  concern  itself  chiefly  with 
matters  of  policy.  If  honorable  mem- 
Ijers  wish  to  find  out  how  much  the  work- 
injj  of  the  Department  is  clogged  by  the 
system  of  centralization,  they  have  only  to 
look  up  the  Commissioner's  report.  He 
sliows  the  need  for  greater  decentraliza- 
tion, and  quotes  a  pertineift  paragraph 
from  the  report  of  a  Commission  whidi 
rei^ntly  in\-es.igated  the  tendency  to  cen- 
tralization in  Great  Britain.  That  report 
.str.."ng!y  supports  his  policy.  If,  as  the 
Minister  savs,  there  is  oth^f  correspon- 
dence on  the  subj^^^gj^lgij^agl^ 
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fore  us,  so  that  we  may  be  fully  mformed.' 
Then  I  believe  it  to  be  unwise  to  make 

fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  another  in  the 
Service — to  retain,  after  he  has  reached 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  a  man  at  the 
top  of  the  tree,  and  to  compel  all  others 
to  retire  in  acocordanoe  with  the  pxoviuons 
of  the  Act. 

Mr.  Pace. — ^The  Secretary  to  the  Post- 
master-General is  not  the  only  ofl^cer 
whose  services  have  been  retained  beyond 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^What  ha»  been  done  is 
right  and  justifiable. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Then  the 
Minister  should  ask  Parliament  to  repeal 
that  provision  of  the  Act  which  requires 
public  servants  to  retire  on  leadiing  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  Officers  who 
have  not  strong  friends  are  turned  out 
willv-nilly,  while  influential  ofiicers  are  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  Mauger. — No  friend  made  repre- 
sentations 00  behalf  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  is 
willing  to  go;  but  we  have  urged  him  to 
remain  until  the  work  he  can  do  is  fin- 
ished. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Is  there  no 
other  man  in  the  service  who  can  do  the 
work  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — A  suitable  man  cannot 
be  picked  up  in  a  day,  a  week,  or  a 
month. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  Minis- 
ter, knowing  that  the  time  is  approaching 
•  when  Mr.  Scott  must  go,  should  make  pre- 
parations accordingly. 

Mr.  Maugek. — ^The  time  has  not  come 
yet. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.  —  There 
should  not  be  one  law  for  one  man  and 

a  different  law  for  another.  I  intend  to 
test  "the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  the 
action  of  the  Postmaster-General  in  rais- 
ing an  officer  to  the  administrative  division 
contrarv  to  the  provisions  of  tiie  Act.  I 
have  nothing  to  say  against  Mr.  Oxen- 
ham,  who  does  his  work  with  considerable 
abilitv ;  but  his  duties  are  not  n:ore  exact- 
ing than  those  of  the  Chief  Clerks  in 
Sydney  and  ^telboume,  who,  as  clerical 
officers,  cannot  obtain  more  than  a  certain 
maximum  salarv. 

Mr.  POYNT'OX  (Grey)  [9.37]— I  pro- 
test again,  as  I  did  some  years  ago, 
again^  what  appears  to  be  a  distinct  act 
of  favoritism.  The  provision  of  the  Act 
requiring  public  servants  to  retire  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years  should  be  enforced 
tiuoughout  the  service,  without  regard  to 


the  position  of  the  cSBoexs  affected.  Offi-. 
cers  in  the  lower  branches  of  the  service 
when .  approaching  the  age  of  sixty-iSve 
years,  are  treated  with  contemptible  mean- 
ness. Instead  of  being  allowed  to  remain 
until  that  age  is  reached,  and  then  being 
given  the  six  months'  leave  to  which  they 
are  entitled,  they  are  made  to  retire  at 
the  age  of  sixty-four  and  a-halt  years,  no 
matter  how  capable  they  may  be.  I  pro- 
tested against  the  r^ention  of  Sir  Charles 
Todd,  as  a  bad  precedem.  Under  the 
present  system,  officers  who  have  been  at 
the  head  of  Departments  have  ex-Ministers 
pleading  for  them,  as  has  happened  to- 
night. I  remember  when  the  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie  protested  against 
the  retention  of  the  services  of  fir  Charles 
Todd. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— When  officers  are 
turned  out  of  the  service  before  they  have 
readied  the  age  of  stxty-five.  the  rights 
which  are  supposed  to  be  preserved,  to 
them  by  the  Constitution  are  violated. 
Under  the  State  Act  there  was  no  question 
as  to  the  retiring  age.  Officers  taken- over 
from  the  South  Australian  service  have 
fared  very  badly  not  only  in  respect  to  the 
retiring  age,  but  in  regard  to  salaries  and 
many  conditions  which  obtained  under  the 
State  law. 

Mr.  Mahon.  —  The  position  is  much 
worse  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  think  there 
is  in  South  Australia  a  Commonwealth  at&- 
cer  who  would  not  say  that  his  treatment 
torday  is  OHiuderably  worse  than  it  was 
under  the  State  Public  Service  Act.  Hun- 
dreds of  them  have  not  received  from  the 
Commonwealth  an  increase  of  even  6d.  per 
annum,  although  under  the  State  law  they 
were  entitled  to  annual  increments.  The 
"  Federal  Ten,"  who  issued  a  manifesto 
in  favour  of  Federation  in  South  Australia, 
addressed  meetings  of  public  servants  in 
that  State  with  a  view  of  securing  their  in- 
fluence to  carry  the  Constitution  Bill,  and 
they  promised  them  that  under  clause  84  of 
that  Bill  their  rights  would  be  absolutely 
preserved  to  them.  Section  84  of  the 
Constitution  was  embodied  in  the  Public 
Service  Act.  in  order  to  protect  them,  y^ 
they  hare  been  robbed  of  hundreds  of 
pounds  to  which  they  were  entitled  under 
the  State  law.  I  was  amazed  to  hear  this 
evening  of  the  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  hands  employed  by  the  Department.  In 
South  Australia,  the  services  of  the  Depart- 
ment, more  particularly  in  country  districts> 
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'are  far  worse  than  they  were  priw  to  Fede- 
ration. Even  <Hi  the  recommendation  of 
the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  in  .South 
Australia  we  cannot  obtain  the  sorices  of 
an  additional  letter  carrier  in  any  place 
where  there  is  a  daily  delivery. 

Mr.  Mahon.— That  is  the  fault  of  the 
Public  Service  Commissitmer. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  certainly  not  the 
fault  of  the  Department,  because  on  its  be- 
half protests  have  been  made  over  and  over 
again. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Commissioner  is 
not  responsible  for  the  fact  that  men  in  the 
lower  grades  of  the  service  are  turned 
adrift  as  soon  as  th^-  reach  the  retiring 
age,  while  those  receiving  big  salaries  are 
in  many  cases  kept  <hi. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  ha.ve  allowed  all  that 
we  felt  could  render  eflSdent  service  to  con- 
tinue. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  singular  that 
only  the  men  receiving  big  salaries  are  kept 
on.  Ministers  and  heads  of  Departments 
always  discover  that  the  services  of  such 
men  are  of  special  value,  whereas  those  in 
the  .lower  grades  are  turned  adrift,  on 
leaching  not  the  retiring  age — sixty-five 
years — but  sixty-four  and  a-half  years. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^ITiat  cannot  be.  Those 
who  are  entitled  to  six  months'  furlough 
are  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  service. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— These  men  are  told 
that  they  must  take  their  six  months'  fur- 
lough before  instead  of  after  they  reach 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  I  regard  as  utter 
meanness  such  treatment  of  well-tried, 
hcKtest  servants.  We  should  be  loud  in  opr 
protests  if  a  private  employer  were  guilty 
of  it.  Many  of  the  men  whose  services  are 
retained  after  they  reach  the  retiring  age 
earn  as  much  in  one  week  as  others  do  in 
three  months. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  Mr.  Scott's  pension 
would  be  almost  equal  to  his  present  salary. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  not  referring  to 
Mr.  Scott.  I  protested  against  this  course 
of  action  in  connexicm  with  the  retirement 
of  Sir  Charles  Todd.  Jf  it  is  the  law  that 
public  servants  shall  retire  at  sixty-five  

Mr.  Mauger. — The  law  provides  that, 
under  certain  circumstances,  public  ser- 
vants may  continue  in  the  service  after 
reaching  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— How  is  it  that  the 
Minister  is  unable  to  point  to  one  case 
where  the  services  of  a  man  in  the  loiyer 
grade  have  been  retained  after  he  has 
reached  tlie  retiring  age? 


Mr.  Mauger. — I  shall  point  to  a  num- 
ber of  cases  where  we  have  protested,  uid 
urged  that  men  should  be  k^t  on. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— But  they  have  not 
been  kept  on. 

Mr.  M AUGES. — We  have  no  oxitrol  over 
them. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Minister  can  de- 
termine whether  the  services  of  <^licers  can 
be  retained  after  they  have  reached  the  re- 
tiring age. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  administrative  ctfB- 
cers  can. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  highly-paid  offi- 
(XTS  are  alcxie  receiving  consideratitm  in 
that  respect.  I  desire  once  more  to  protest 
agaipst  the  starving  of  country  services. 
Hundreds  of  small  mail  contracts  of  vast 
impOTtance  to  rural  districts — although  they. 
may  appear  unimportant  to  those  residing 
in  large  cities,  where  mails  are  delivered 
several  times*  a  day — ^have  been  cut  off. 
The  whole  trend  of  the  service  to-day  is  io 
the  direction  of  central izaticm.  The  Esti- 
mates bear  out  my  contention.  1  know  of 
cases  in  which  the  recommendation  of  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  of  South  Aus" 
tralia,  that  additional  letter  carriers  or 
messengers  should  be  employed,  has  been 
vetoed  by  some  one  in  the  central  adminis- 
tration. I  hope  that  the  representatives  of 
Western  Australia  will  not  think  that  I  am 
taking  exception  to  the  treatment  of  t^ficers 
of  the  Department  in  that  State  in  pointing 
out  that,  whilst  in  certain  cases  they  are 
entitled,  under  a  regulatim,  to  receive  5  per  • 
cent,  more  than  is  paid  to  men  doii^ 
similar  work  in  other  parts  of  the  State, 
that  regulatitm  has  not  been  applied  to 
South  Australia.  I  have  fairly  good  autho- 
rity for  the  statement  that  Commonwealth 
line  repairers  in  South  Australia,  working 
between  Point  Lincoln  and  Eucla,  receive 
no  such  allowance,  although  they  have  to 
work  side  by  side  with  men  in  the  Western 
Australian  branch  of  the  service  who  do. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  same  conditims 
prevail  in  the  northern  parts  of  Queens- 
land and  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.    Mauger.  —  Then,    that    is  un- 
doubtedly wrong. 

-  Mr.  POYNTON.— I  mention  the  matter 
so  that  the  Minister  may  make  inquiries. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  shall  make  representa- 
tions to  the  right  quarter. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— There  were,  at  one 
time,  two  sets  of  (^ficers,  and  the  allow- 
ances to  the  South  Australian  men  ranged 
from  j£20  to  ^^30  over  their  ordinary 
salary.    These  terms  applied,  to  the  men 
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engaged  on  the  northern  telegraph  system, 
between  South  Australia  proper  and  the 
Northern  Territorj-. 

Mr.  Henky  Wilus. — Did  these  officers 
get  the  same  allowances  as  the  Western 
Australian  officers? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  do  not  exactly 
know;  but  I  think  the  allowances  were 
fairly  unifOTin.  The  allowances  in  Uie 
case  of  South  Australia  were  fixed  under 
the  State  law,  and  were  ocMisiderably  cut 
down  under  the  Commtxiwealth  j  but,  on 
representations  being  made,  a  new  rate  was 
established,  which,  I  think,  is  fair,  and 
is,  I  understand,  observed  throughout.  The 
class  of  men  of  whc»n  I  am  speaking  are 
kept  moving  about,  and  lead  a  nxKt  un- 
pleasant kind  of  life,  some  of  them  having 
a  range  of  300  or  400  miles,  in  which  they 
have  to  attend  to  the  telegraph  lines  and 
keep  them  in  repair.  I  think  it  necessary  to 
menticHi  these  matters,  so  that  no  anomalies 
may  be  permitted.  When  speaking  last  on 
this  subject,  I  zeferred  to  what  I  termed 
a  bungle  in  the  calling  of  tenders  for  the 
mail  service  to  Spencer's  Gulf.  I  said 
then  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  parties 
to  benefit  would  be  the  Adelaide  Steam- 
ship Company;  and  I  am  still  of  that 
opinion.  I  pointed  out  then  that  the  ten- 
ders  were  called  in  such  a  wa^  as  to  enable 
this  company  to  obtain  a  contract  which 
has  resulted  in  inccxiveniencing'  a  number 
of  settlers  in  the  Franklin  Harbor  dis- 
trict. Under  the  State  law,  there  was, 
for  over  twenty  yeara,  a  mail  service  twice 
a  week  direct  from  Adelaide  vid  Port  Lin- 
coln and  Wallaroo ;  and  this  gave  a  great 
advantage  to  the  settlers  in  the  way  of  ob- 
taining supplies.  Under  the  new  system* 
there  was  a  service  twice  a  week,  but  the 
msuls  were  landed  at  Arno  Bay. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  contractors  ask  for 
jCsoo  a  year  more  than  they  did  last  year, 
in  order  to  continue  the  service;  and  they 
have  made  the  cost  absolutely  prohibitive. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  Minister  is  cor- 
rect, and  yet  his  statement  requires  ex- 
pianaticm.  My  ccMnplaint  is  that  the  De^ 
partment  never  asked  for  a  service  as  direct 
as  it  was  before.  The  Adelaide  Steam- 
ship Company  have  been  trying  to  get  out 
of  this  contract  for  years ;  and  the  Depart- 
ment gaw  the  cCHnpany  the  alternative  of 
tendering  by  way  of  Amo  Bay  or  Wal- 
laroo Bay ;  and  any  business  or  common- 
sense  man  would  have  known  that  <mly  <xie 
tender  could  be  put  in. 

Mr.  Mauger. — This  is  a  matter  of  de- 
centralization— it  was  left  to  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General. 


Mr.  POYNTON.— The  result  was  this 
tender  for  two  mails  to  Arno  Bay. 
After  that  there  was  socae  protest.  How- 
ever, the  Government  then  called  for  fresh 
tenders;  and  the  Adelaide  Steam-ship 
C(xnpany,  having  got  the  price  they  le- 
quizeid — in  fact,  I  think  they  got  j^2oo 
more  than  they  bad  under  the  previous  ccwi- 
tract — they  asked  for  j£s*^°  more  tot  the 
service  once  a  week  across  to  Wallaroo. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  this  is  a  case  where 
there  ought  to  be  a  subsidy  to  the  Depart^ 
ment,  seeing  that  this  is  not  a  matter  of 
postal  facilities,  but  one  of  passenger 
facilities  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.  — I  say,  unhesitat- 
inglv.  that  the  other  service  was  more  ex- 
peditious ;  in  fact,  a  passenger  can  now 
arrive  before  the  mails. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^Thafc  is  not  the  point. 
We  could  get  a  much  cheaper  mail  service 
in  a  different  way ;  this  service  is  for  mer- 
cantile purposes. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
more  is  being  paid  for  the  service  to-day 
than  was  paid  when  the  pet^le  received 
greater  facilities. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  oxnpany  would  not 
tender  again  at  the  same  priced 

Mr.  POYNTON.— As  to  the  report,  if 
I  were  asked  to  express  ^n  opinion,  I 
should  say  that  it  was  inspired  by  the  Ade* 
laide  Steam-ship  Company.  .Paragraph  5 
states  that  the  settlers  do  not  send  their 
produce  by  mail  steamer,  but  engage 
ketches,  and,  consequently,  that  the  trade 
is  not  a  lucrative  CHie  to  the  cwupany. 
How  was  that  information  obtained  ?  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  paragraph  was  in- 
spired by  the  shipping  company,  who  de- 
sired to  get  out  of  the  contract.  What  has 
it  to  do  with  the  Department  whether  or 
not  produce  be  sent  by  boat  ?  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  there  are  thousands  of  tons  of  pro- 
duce sent  by  boat  from  Adelaide  to  Frank- 
lin Harbor.  It  mav  be  true  that  wheat  is 
not  sent,  but  the  reason  is  that  the  boats 
of  the  company  charge  considerablv  more 
than  do  the  ordinary  ketches,  and,  further, 
very  little  consideration  is  shown  for 
cargoes  of  wheat  carried  by  mail  steamer. 
It  is  said  that  bags  of  wheat  and  so  forih 
do  not  receive  half  the  care  in  handling  on 
board  the  steamer  that  the v  do  on  board  the 
ketches.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Department ;  but,  singularly  enough,  we 
are  told  that  it  is  one  of  tHe  reasons  why 
the  boat  service  was  cut  oS.  Evervthing  in 
the  report  goes  ,to^,^|^^^@cf^g^^iberate 
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and  repeated  statement,  that  this  servi'-a  is 
solely  in  the  interests  of  the  Adelaide 
Steam-ship  Cmnpany ;  and  there  is  no  one 
in  the  Franklin  Harbor  district,  where 
there  are  over  1,000  settlers,  who  will  not 
support  that  statement.  Either  knowingly 
or  unknowingly,  the  Adelaide  Steam-ship 
Company  have  been  considered,  while 
the  settlers  have  been  deprived  of  a 
service  to  which  they  have  been  ac- 
customed for  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  thine  is  done  now,  and  of  course 
the  Adelaide  Steam-ship  Company  is 
in  a  position  to  charge  what  they 
like.  When  they  were  first  asked 
to  undertake  this  service  they  asked 
for  ^600.  When  requested  to  tender  a 
second  time  they  asked  for  £500.  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  the  Minister  or  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-Generai  had  insisted 
upon  the  carriage  of  the  mails  from  Wal- 
laroo, the  Department  would  not  have  had 
this  sum  to  pay^  and  they  would  have  had 
a  service  for  practically  the  same  price  as 
they  had  been  paying,  whilst  at*  the  same 
time  one  of  the  large  wheat-growing  dis- 
tricts in  South  Australia  is  placed 
at  a  great  disadvantage.  I  also  wish 
to  protest  against  the  meanness  of  the  De- 
partment in .  C(Xinexi(xi  with  payments  for 
services  rendered  by  certain  postmasters  and 
postmistresses  in  country  places.  Some  of 
them  have  to  Ke  at  their  posts  365  days  in 
the  year.  For  these  services  they  receive 
the  enormous  payment  of  j£6  a  year.  Who 
is  responsible  for  that  ? 

Mr.  Maugek. — What  is  the  amount  of 
business  done? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  may  not  be  very 
large.'  In  one  case  that  I  know  of  it  is 
only  j£i5  per  annum.  But  it  is. not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  amount  of  business.  These 
officers  of  the  Department  have  in  its  in- 
terests 10  be  at  their  posts. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  not  the  work  done  in 
connexion  with  a  store  in  most  cases  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— In  many  cases  a  place 
has  to  be  put  up  specially  for  the  acoxn- 
modation  of  the  postal  work. 

Mr.  Mauger. — People  come  along  and 
offer  to  do  ceriain  work,  and  the  rate  of 
payment  is  fixed  according  to  the  amount  of 
i)usiness  done.  You  cannot  possibly  pay  a 
minimum  rate  of  wage  when  the  income 
does  not  amount  to  (Xie-third  of  what  such  a 
rate  would  be. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— In  two  cases  of  which 
I  have  knowled^  the  people  in  charge 
have  to  be  up  all  night  twice  a  week  to 
meet  the  msul.    It  is  unfair  to  pinch  them 


down  to  £  paltry  payment  of   j£6  per 

annum. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If,  as  the  honorable 
member  says,  the  mail  service  is  only  twice 
a  week,  how  can  he  argue  that  the  people 
in  charge  have  to  be  present  365  <Uys  a 
year  ? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— But  stamps  have  to 
be  sold,  and  the  public  have  to  be  attends) 
to. 

Mr,  Maugek. — The  postal  officials  have 
not  to*  be  there  on  Sundays  and  holidays, 
or  after  the  shops  are  closed.  They  have 
only  to  be  present  during  ordinary  hours, 
and  to  attend  to  the  mail  twice  a  week, 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Plenty  of  these  people 
have  not  shops. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  where  the  mis- 
chief is.  They  had  shops  at  the  time  the 
ccmtracts  were  undertaken. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— No;  the  offices  are 
fixed  where  it  is  most  convenient  for  the 
mail  coach  to  change  horses.  It  is  unfair 
that  the  Department  should  pay  a  paltry 
pittance  for  such  work.  Another  matter  oif 
which  I  have  to  cwnplain  is  that  if  any 
postal  facility  is  wanted  in  a  country  dis- 
trict the  Department  demands  a  guarantee. 
But  there  is  no  questim  of  a  guarantee 
being  demanded  in  connexion  wiUi  any 
large  work  ft>r  one  of  the  big  cities.  Thfe 
Department  did  not  demand  a  10  per  cent, 
guarantee  in  connexion  with  the  new  tele- 
phone line  between  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 
but  on  a  country  telephcMie  service  a 
guarantee  of  10  per  cent,  plus  the  cost  of 
attendance  at  the  other  end  is  required. 

Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — Until  recently 
the  Department  would  not  even  take  guaran- 
tees in  some  cases. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^We  have  made  a  number 
of  relaxations  lately. 

Mr.  POYNTON. — Assuming  that  a  piece 
of  work  costs  £2^0,  why  should  the  De- 
partment demand  a  guarantee  of  ^^25  per 
annum?  If  the  mmiey  were  borrowed  the 
interest  <xi  it  would  not  be  10  per  cent.  It 
would  probably  not  be  more  than  3}  per 
cent. 

\f  r.  Maugue. — But  provision  would  have 
to  be  made  to  pay  the  money  back  if  it 
were  borrowed. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Five  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  an  ordinary  telephone  line  would  in 
thirteen  years  pay  back  the  whole  amount. 
Another  thing  of  which  I  complain  is  that 
the  Department,  in  making  an  estimate  in 
rei;ard  to  telephones,  reckcMis  the  revenue  at 
jC^S  01  £,2Q  per  annum,  as  the  case  may 
be,  but  makes  no  allowanoe^pr  the  iiKreased 
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revenue  which  mtist  follow  in  regard  to 
-  existing  lines. 

Mr.  Mauger. — On  the  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber's representatiMi,  I  made  a  change  in 
that  respect,  and  I  am  calculating  on  the 
basis  he  has  s'uggested. 

.Mr.  POYNTON.— I  am  very  glad  to 
get  that  admissi<Hi. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Further,  X  prwnise  that 
the  demand  of  10  per  cent,  will  be  imme- 
diately reviewed,  with  a  view  either  of  an 
extension  of  the  time  or  a  reductioi  of  the 
charge. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  something  to  get 
these  admissions.  They  show  at  least  that 
I  have  not  talked  in  vain.  After  a  good 
many  years'  political  experience,  I  know 
that  it  is  best  to  leave  well  alone,  and  1 
thank  the  Minister  for  what  he  has  pro- 
mised. I  trust  that  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry will  see  that  10  per  <xnt  is  unneces- 
sar>-',  and  that  5  per  cent.,  plus  the  cost 
of  the  attendant,  will  be  ample  to  protect 
the  Department  against  the  cost  of  re- 
newals and  everything  else.  There  is  no 
other  matter  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  at 
present. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.12]. — Whilst  almost  every  member  of 
the  Committee  has  joined  in  raiding  the 
Department,  and  in  the  effort  to  induce  the 
Postmaster- General  to  make  promises  in- 
volving further  expenditure,  in  order  to  re- 
dress grievances  in  his  particular  constitu- 
ency, when  the  time  arrives  for  the  piper 
to  be  paid  ■ 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  will  sing  a  different 
tune. 

Mr.    MATHEWS.— Undoubtedly  they 
will.   Only  to-day,  when  the  Treasurer  was 
giving  the  Committee  some  infcHination, 
we  heard  from  two  or  three  quarters  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  was  running  the 
expenses  up  pretty  high.    If  we  are  to 
carry  out  certain  w(»ks  we  must  pay  for 
them,  and  it  is  not  beocMning  of  h(MK>rable 
members   who  are  always  harassing  the 
Postmaster-General,  in  urging  upon  him  ihe 
■  construction  of  works  which  involve  expen- 
diture, to  complain  when  the  Committee  is 
asked  to  pay  for  them.    I  agree  with  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
that,  in  dealing  with  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph service,  which  requires  continually 
the  expwidilure  of  a  great  amoiuit  of  mone\- 
upon  new  buildings,  and  the  erection  of 
new  telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  it  is  im- 
possible to  finance  the  Department  out  of 
revenue.    It  seems  to  me  ridiculous  to  hope 
to  do  so,  vet  we  are  endeavouring  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Mauger. — We  have  done  it  up  till 
now. 

Mr.  Reid. — On  the  sCar\-ation  system. 

Mr.  MATHEWS— Exactly.  We  have 
done  it,  but  the  way  in  which  we  have  done 
it  has  given  great  dissatisfaction.  I  have 
always  been  a  cautious  iftdividuai,  and  I 
do  not  wish  to  tell  the  Postmaster-General 
or  the  Treasurer  that  they  might  alter  their 
system.  I  know  that  they  would  not  take 
my  advice  if  I  offered  it.  But  I  do  think 
that  greater  consideration  should  be  gi\-en 
to  this  phase  of  the  question  than  it  has  re- 
ceived in  the  past.  We  should  realize  that 
in  connexion  with  this'  Department  parti- 
cularly there  is  e\'ery  jear  a  great  expan- 
sion of  business,  and  the  money  required  to 
meet  the  demands  for  new  expenditure  must 
be  obtained  somewhere.  We  cannot  hope  to 
obtain  all  that  is  required  from  revenue, 
and  it  is  not  business-like  to  expect  to  get 
in  one  year  sufficient  revenue  fr<Mn  a  parti- 
cular work  to  cover  the  expenditure  upon 
it. 

Mr.  Mahon. — What  does  the  honoraole 
member  want  done  at  South  Melbourne? 

Mr.*  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  member 
wants  a  new  post-crffice. 

Mr.  Mathews.— The  Minister  need 
not  put  me  away.  In  c(»nm<Hi  with  most 
other  members  of  the  Committee,  I  wish  to 
see  the  post-offices  in  my  division  made  fit 
for  the  work  which  has  to  be  carried  on 
there.  The  Minister,  and  even  the  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie,  will  doubtless 
admit  that  from  the  manufacturing  stand- 
point my  division  is  the  most  important  in 
the  whole  of  Australia,  and  it  is  fair  on 
that  account  that  some  consideration  should 
be  given  to  it.  There  is  this  difference, 
however,  between  myself  and  other  honor- 
able members,  that  if  the  Government  un- 
dertake to  carry  out  the  works  required,  I 
am  willing  to  give  my  assistance  to  find 
the  wherewithal  for  the  pmrpcwe. 

Mr.  Thomas. — For  works  in  South  Mel- 
bourne or  throughout  Australia? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— For  the  whole  of 
Australia.  I  do  not  look  at  these  matters 
in  the  narrow  way  in  which  the  honorable 
member  for  Barrier  does.  In  view  of  the 
enormous  expenditure  which  is  necessary  if 
the  work  of  this  Department  is  to  be  pro- 
perly carried  on,  it  is  essential  that  we 
should  assist  the  Treasurer,  instead  of  ob- 
structing turn,  in  finding  the  mmey-  I  do 
not  wish  to  labour  the  question,  but  I  have 
a  few  words  to  say  with  respect  to  the 
work  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 
I  may  be  though^u^fa^^^iQ^&f^  stand 
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I  do,  but  I  do  not  blame  the  Conunissioner. 
I  believe  that  while  it  was  necessary  to 
put  a  stop  to  political  favoritism  in  our 
public  Departments,  we  have  created  some- 
thing worse  than  existed  there  before.  It 
was  necessary  that  something  should  be 
done,  but  though   Parliament  no  doubt 
meant  well,  I  think  it  did  not  do  what  was 
right  in  this  matter.     Our  public  servants 
are  worthy  of  consideration,  and,  as  I 
said  earlier,  in  discussing  the  Estimates,  if 
we  expect  anything  from  them,  we  should 
endeavour  to  make  their  position  as  satis- 
factory as  possible.    But  what  do  we  find  ? 
In  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
men  who  have  for  years  applied  themselves 
faithfully   to    the'  performance  of  their 
duties,  times,  without  number   find  c^Scers 
appdnted  over  their  heads,  and  they  have 
no  redress.     I  am  reminded  by  the  posi- 
tion of  the  head  of  a  Department  of  the 
story  that  a  little  boy  once  asked  his  father, 
What  is  a   great   man  ?   and   the  father 
said,  "  A  great  man,  my  son,  is  a  man  who 
has  a  lot  of  assistants  around  hun,  who 
take  the  blame  for  all  his  mistakes,  whilst 
he  takes  credit  for  all  their  good  ideas." 
The  heads  of  Departments  occupy  just  that 
position.     Men  below  them  get  credit  for 
nothing.     Unfortunately,  it  happens  in  a 
great  number  of  cases  that  if  a  man  is  a 
horticulturist,  and  makes  presents  of  nic^ 
flowers  oocasicmally,  or  of  a  pet  bull  dog,  or, 
in  other  words,  if  he  is  lickspittle,  it  is  pos- 
sible for  him  to  secure  promotion  over  men 
who  would  not  stoop  to  that  sort  of  thing. 
It  is  possible  in  these  Departments  for  a 
man  to  have  an  officer  put  over  his  head 
who  is  by  many  years  his  junior,  and  he  is 
unable  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
\x!T  think  that  if  we  reverted  to  political 
influence  that  would  be  prevented? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— No,  but  I  propose 
to  show  how  it  might  be  prevented.  I  am 
not  blaming  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner for  what  Occurs.  He  can  only  make 
use  of  the  machinery  with  which  he  is  pro- 
vided. He  has  to  take  his  advice  from 
heads  of  Departments,  who,  being  human, 
are  influenced  by  human  likes  and  dislikes, 
and  as  a  result  the  most  capable  man  does 
not  always  secure  promotion.  We  are  told 
that  he  is  the  best  judge.  But  I  say  that 
in  our  Public  Service  instead  of  an  apooint- 
ment  lieing  made  before  a  man  who  is  en- 
titled to  look  for  it  becomes  aware  of  what 
is  being  done,  e\*ery  appointment  should 
be  made  as  from  soiiie  future  date.  The 
man  who  feels  aggrieved  should  be  able  to 


apply  for  the  post,  and  have  his  claims 
considered,  and  should  be  able  to  show 
that  he  is  capable  of  carrying  out  the  duties 
of  the  position  to  which  aiwthw  has  been 
appointed.     That  is  not  asking  too  mudi. 

Mr.  Thouas.— Have  tbey  not  that  right 
now? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— No.  The  first 
the  man  knows  of  it  is  when  the  appoint- 
ment is  gazetted.  I  knew  a  case  in 
the  Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  where 
a  man  of  exceptional  ability  was  over- 
looked. Another  man  was  placed  over  hia 
head,  and  he  knew  nothing  of  it  until  the 
appointment  was  gazetted.  He  complained 
to  the  Commissi<»ier,  who  admitted  that 
he  believed  that  he  had  not  been  fairly 
dealt  with,  but  added  that  the  appoint- 
ment had  been  made,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  redress.  That  sort  of  thing  is  not 
fair^  and  men  treated  in  that  way  cannot 
be  expected  to  apply  themselves  to  their 
work  with  the  same  zeal  as  before.  Again 
I  say  I  do  not  blame  the  Commissioner. 
He  may  make  mistakes,  and  in  any  case 
he  could  not  please  everybody.  But  I 
blame  the  present  system.  The  law  should 
be  altered  so  that  a  man  who  feels  aggrieved 
might  be  allowed  to  prove  his  fitness  for 
the  positicm  beforehand.  His  claim  could 
be  easily  tested  by  examination.  If  he 
does  prove  his  fitness,  and  is  the  senior,  he 
should  undoubtedly  get  the  reward  of  his 
seniority  and  fitness.  I  believe  that,  under 
the  present  system,  this  sort  of  injustice  is 
more  rampant  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  than  in  any  other,  and  that  is 
why  I  am  applying  myself  so  strongly  to 
it  now.  The  Minister  must  have  had  cases 
of  the  sort  brought  under  his  notice.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  Commissioner  has,  and  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  stop  the  unrest 
and  discontent  which  is  being  caused  in 
the  Department  by  the  influence  which  is 
retarding  the  promotion  of  scmie  men,  and 
selecting  others  to  fill  posts'  which  they 
should  not  obtain. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Other  things  being  equal, 
seniority  ought  to  count ;  but  fitness  ought' 
to  count  before  senioritv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  agree  that  it  is 
foolish  to  promote  a  numskull  just  be^ 
cause  he  is  the  senior,  but,  fitness  being 
anything  like  equal,  the  senior  man  ought 
to  get  tne  chance,  and,  if  it  is  not  offered 
to  him,  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
proving  his  fitness. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — ^What  redress  has 
the  senior  officer  if  his  superi(»  officer  says 
that  his  junior  iSpfi^^  tgCoOgk 
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Mr.  MATHEWS— He  has  positively  no 
redress  under  the  present  syston.  Is  that 
better  than  the  old  system  of  political  in- 
fluence? The  head  of  the  Department 
selects  his  favourite  for  a  vacanc>',  and 
the  others  have  no  redress.  Will  this 
House  tolerate  that  sort  of  thing?  We 
have  heard  on  all  hands  condemnation  of 
the  unfortunate  CwnraissicHier,  who  is  not 
to  blame.  The  fault  lies  with  the 
system  which  the  Commissioner  has 
to  handle.  It  is  impossible  for  him 
to  know  the  fitness  of  every  man  in 
the  service.  He  has  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  heads  of  Departments,  and  if  he 
gets  bad  advice,  there  is  no  remedy.  We 
should  bring  into  effect  some  other  system 
vhkh  will  prevent  the  recurrence  of  what 
has  happened  in  the  past.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  the  people  in  the 
country  should  get  assistance  from  the  more 
closely  inhabited  centres,  and  that  when 
a  postal  or  telephone  service  is  needed  in 
distant  parts,  the  question  of  expense 
sh(Hild  not  always  be  considered.  One 
should  pay  for  the  facilities  given  to  others. 
That  applies,  not  only  to  postal  services, 
but  to  schools  and  railways.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  people  in  the  country  are 
the  first  to  cry  out  if  there  is  any  Socialism 
that  does  not  suit  themselves.  This  is  a 
form  of  Socialism  that  I  believe  in,  and 
that  will  have  to  be  brought  about.  The 
people  in  sparsely  peculated  districts 
should  have  the  same  fadlities  as  those 
in  thickly  settled  parts  enjoy. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Would  the  honorable 
fnember  be  in  favour  of  three  deliveries  a 
day  in  the  back-blocks? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— It  is  of  no  use  for 
the  honorable  member  to  put  up  a  straw 
man  in  order  to  knock  him  down  again. 
The  honorable  member  is  not  in  favour  of 
three  deliveries  a  day  in  the  back-blocks, 
and  I  do  not  know  why  he  should  think 
that  I  am  sillier  than  he  is,  because  I  have 
never  shown  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
people  in  the  towns  object  to  the  people 
in  the  country  Retting  every  facility  from 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  I 
am  sure  that  the\'  will  agree  to  pay  their 
share;  but  when  any.  loss  is  made*  it  is 
from  the  country  that  the  howl  conies  that 
it  was  a  sodalistic  idea  which  should  not 
have  been  countenanced.  In  spite  of  all  the 
grumbling  about  the  administration  of  the 
Department,  and  in  spite  of  many  fentures 
in  connexion  with  it  that  none  of  us  like 
to  see,  we  shcnild  never  forget  that  it  is 
all  a  question  of  mcHiey,  and  that  it  is 


foolish  to  endeavour  to  finance  the  Depart- 
ment entirely  from  each  year's  revenue. 
The  Minister  should  bring  ai)0ut  some  other 
system  -v^hereby  the  expenditure  could  be 
charged  over  a  larger  number  of  years,  in- 
stead of  to  the  current  year. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calate) 
[10.27]. — Are  we  not  to  bear  something 
from  the  Minister?  I  have  been  able, 
since  I  sat  down,  to  peruse  the  additional 
correspondence  to  which  the  Minister  seems 
to  attach  so  much  importance,  as  proving 
that  he  is  right  and  the  Conmiissioner 
wrong,  in  regard  to  the  creation  of 
the  position  of  Assistant  Secretary  to 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Departrnent. 
The  first  letter,  dated  31st  October, 
1906,  embodies  a  suggestioi  from  Mr. 
Scott  that  the  x)osition  of  Assistant  Secre- 
tary should  be  created  in  order  to  relieve 
him  of  duties  that  could  not  otherwise  be 
transferred,  and  a  recommendation  that 
Mr.  Oxenham  be  appointed  to  the  position, 
that  Mr.  TempletcMi  be  appointed  senior 
clerk,  and  that  another  accountant  should 
be  appointed.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Commissioner  on  the  iSth  January,  1907. 
On  jtbi  May,  1907,  Mr.  Scott,  on  behalf 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  came  along  with 
a  request  that  the  new  position  of  Assistant 
Secretary  should  be  placed  upon  the  ad- 
ministrative list.  Mr.  McLachlan  teplied 
on  the  30th  of  the  same  month  in  the  fol- 
lowing wOTds — 

The  Public  Service  Commissioner  has  given  full 
coQsideratton  to  this  matter,  but  cannot  we  hit 
way  to  Tccoramend  the  creation  of  a  second  ad- 
ministrative position  in  the  Central  Office. 

Then  begins  the  correspondence  as  printed 
in  the  Ccwnmissioner's  report.  The  Com- 
missioner first  of  all  sets  out  the  four  main 
divisiwis  of  the  service  as  the  Administra- 
tive, ProfessiMial,  Clerical,  and  General. 
He  points  out  that  the  maximum  salary 
fixed  by'  Act  of  Parliament  in  the 
Clerical  Division  is  ;^^6oo  per  annum — the 
position  that  Mr.  Oxenham  filled.  He  then 
sums  up  the  matter  as  follows — 

Tnder  the  I'ost  and  Telegraph  Act  the  per- 
manent head  of  the  Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment is  personally  charged  with  the  resjwnsi- 
bility  of  the  administration  of  tliat  Department, 
subject  to  certain  control  by  the  Minister,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment, like  other  permanent  heads,  is  fur- 
nisbei]  with  a  competent  staff  to  assist  him  in 
cnrryinfT  out  his  duties  and  responsibilities,  the 
chief  Central  staff  official  under  his  control  being 
Nfr.  Oxenham,  who,  until  recently,  bore  the 
designation  of  "Chief  Clerk,"  a  Clerical  Divi- 
sion position  carrying  a  salary  of  /'.600  pCr  an- 
num, the  prescribed  maximum  for  that  dtvision. 
Some  months  ago  K^giti$l8Ql}lliij*ls)<3^S&tioa 
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was  ftt  the  request  and  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  permanent  bead,  altered  to  that  of  "As- 
sistant Secretary."  This  having  been  effected, 
the  permanent  head  subsequently  submitted  a 
recommendation  that  the  position  of,  Assistant 
Secretary  be  placed  in  the  Administrative  Divi- 
sion. After  giving  full  consideration  to  the 
representations  made,  I  could  not  see  my  way 
to  accede  to  the  request,  and  the  Secretary  was 
informed  accordingly.  Thereafter  followed  a 
series  of  communications  between  this  office  and 
the  Department  on  the  subject,  the  contents  of 
which  I  consider  should  be  set  out  verbatim,  so 
that  Parliament  may  be  -  cognizant  of  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  as  I  note  that,  de- 
spite my  refusal  to  comply  with  the  depart* 
mental  request,  the  position  of  Assistant  Sec- 
retary appears  in  the  current  Estimates  as  an 
administrative  position,  with  a  salary  of  £700 
assigned  to  it. 

He  adds — 

There  is  one  matter,  however,  which,  to  my 
mind,  savouis  of  an  attempt  to  circumvent  the 
salary  limitations  prescribed  by  the  Act,  and 
which,  owing  to  its  special  importance  as  affect- 
ing the  proper  admuistration  of  the  Service, 
calls  for  special  attention. 

The  <X)ly  aTdditicHial  communication  is  one 
dated  loth  January  of  the  present  year, 
containing  .a  report  by  Mr.  Scott  on  the 
whole  position,  in  which  practically  the 
Minister  undertakes  the  serious  responsi- 
bility of  overriding  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner.  I  do  not  see  that  this  com- 
munication touches  in  one  iota  the  po«iti<»i 
'  set  out  by  that  o&cer.  It  practically 
bears  out  alt  that  he  contended  for. 
First  of  all,  the  request  for  an 
assistant  secretary  was  made  by  Mr. 
Soott,  without  any  referenoe  to  fhe 
transfer  of  that  position  to  another 
classification,  and  it  was  CHily  when  the 
request  came  some  months  later  to  place 
the  position  in  the  administrative  branch, 
where  an  increased  salary  could  be  allotted, 
tha't  the  objection  was  raised.  The  Ccmi- 
missioner  has  stood  by  his  objectioni  from 
that  point  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the 
Minister  has  been  compelled  to  take  the 
extreme  step  of  setting  aside  the  advice 
of  the  CtMnmissioner  and  practically  be- 
onning  a  law  unto  himself.  That  is 
what  I  object  to.  The  Parliament  placed 
these  various  powers  in  the  hands  of  the 
CcMnmissioner ;  and  if  the  Minister  xs  to 
override  his  decisions  and  recommenda- 
tions, practically  h*.s  ceases  to  be  an  c^Sce 
of  any  ccHisider'able  importance,  and  the 
sooner,  under  these  conditions,  it  is  wiped 
out.  and  the  Mimster  made  sole  arWter  the 
better. 

Mr.  Page.— Oh,  let  it  be  sooa   Let  us 

wipe  him  oiA. 

Mr.  Tkemat  Brown. 


Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  honor- 
able member  is  very  mercurial  at  times 
and  jumps  to  a  rapid  ccHicIusion. 

Mr.  Pace. — Only  last  week  I  heard 
the  honorable  member  asking  the  Minister 
lo  override  the  Commissioner  with  regard 
to  the  case  of  a  public  servant. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  do  not 
think  that  is  a  correct  statement  My  ex- 
perience of  Ministerial  administration  of 
the  Ptd>lic  Service  in  New  South  Wales 
was  of  such  a  character  that  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  adopted  by  the  C<xnmonwealth. 
The  present  sy^em,  with  all  its  flaws,  is 
a  very  great  improvement  upon  the  Minis- 
terial system,  and  we  ^all  be  very  wise 
to  mark  with  jealous  cara  the  attempts  of 
an^  Minister  to  make  an  inroad  upon  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Act.  I  contend  that  the  extracts  I 
have  read  do  not  detract  one  iota  from 
the  positicm  taken  up  by  the  Conamis- 
sioner.  He  set  himself  to  oppose  the 
transfer  of  this  t^cer  to  the  administra- 
tive division  for  the  reasons  he  gave,  and 
the  Committee  is  now  asked  to  vote  a 
salary  for  an  administrative  officer,  not 
with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner, 
but  in  direct  opposition  to  him.  My  de- 
sire has  been  to  state  the  real  position  so 
that  if  the  C(»nmitta3  in  its  wisdom 
should  decide  to  support  the  Minister  and 
belittle  the  section  of  the  Act  which  ap- 
points the  Commissioner  to  deal  with  the 
Public  Service,  it  will  do  so  with  its  eyes 
open. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
master-General) [10.38]. — The  Public 
Service  Commissioner  concurred  in  the  re- 
COTomendation  of  the  permanent  head  of 
the  Department  that  the  new  position  of 
Assistant  Secretary  be  created,  and  Mr. 
Oxenham  transferred  thereto ;  that  Mr. 
Templeton  be  transferred  to  the  position 
of  Chief  Clerk  in  place  of  Mr.  Oxenham, 
and  that  the  position  of  Accountant  be 
created  in  place  of  the  position  of  Chief 
Clerk.  The  Ccnnmissioner  did  that  for 
the  purpose  of  sftrengthening  the  adminis- 
trative staff  of  the  Department.  There 
was  no  other  reason  for  taJung  the  step. 
Mr.  Oxenham  would  have  been  just  as 
serviceable  as  Chief  Clerk  if  the  position 
of  Assistant  Secretary  was  not  gtnng  to 
carry  more  responsibility.  ' 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — If  that  is  the 
correct  position  which  the  Minister  is  tak- 
ing up,  whv  did  the  Department,  months 
later,  ask  the  C^^i^jg^^^K^  of 
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this  position  being  transferred  to  the  ad- 
ministrative division  7 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Because  it  was  mcmths 
later  before  the  staff  arrangenaents  were 
completed  and  the  duties  fully  defined. 
The  whole  point  is :  Is  a  second  ad- 
ministrative ofSasr  necessary  ?  By  con- 
senting to  the  prcnnoticHi,  and  agreeing 
to  the  creatim  of  the  new  office,  the 
Commissioner  agreed  that  it  was.  This 
proposal  wiginiUed  with  my  predecessor, 
and  has  my  concurrence.  The  honorable 
member  for  Coolgardie,  who  has  had  de- 
partmental experience,  in  fact,  any  ex- 
perienced perscHi,  must  recognise  that  a 
second  administrative  c^cer  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Is  the  Commit- 
tee to  understand  now,  frcan  the  Minister, 
that  this  office  was  created  and  the  salary 
allotted  without  the  omsrat  of  the  Com- 
missioner? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — ^The  position  was 
created  with  the  consent  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, because  it  was  really  required. 
It  was  required  in 'the  main  for-adminis- 
trative  purposes,  and  therefore  it  should 
carry  with  it  a  salary  ccanmensurate  with 
the  responsibility  pertaining  thereto.  The 
Government  approved  of  the  proposal, 
and  in  order  *to  test  the  justice  of  it  put 
a  sum  on  the  Estimates.  I  am  quite 
confident  that  the  Committee  will  be  act- 
ing rightlv  if  it  agrees  to  the  increased 
salary.  That  is  the  whole  case  in  a  nut- 
shell-. No  one  has  been  overridden.  The 
appcnntment  was  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Act,  and  brings  our  adminis- 
tratirai  into  line  with  that  of  New  Zealand, 
where  there  are  two  officers. 

Mr.  REli)  (East  Sydney)  [10.40].— I  do 
not  wish  to  re-open  a  matter  which  was  put 
before  the  Committee  at  such  length  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina,  or  to  say 
anything  of  what  has  been  dmie  in  the 
past ;  I  merely  desire  to  express  the  opiniwi 
that  the  Postmaster-General,  in  exercising 
the  very  arUtrary  power  given  to  him  by 
the  Postal  Act,  which  makes  him  a  judge 
without  appeal,  should  allow  those  affected 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  The  exercise 
of  this  power  is  very  different  frtmi  an  ordi- 
nary administrative  act,  in  regard  to  which 
he  may  take  the  advice  of  his  colleagues. 
In  the  exercise  of  what  is  a  judicial  func- 
tion,  although  he  may  consult  his  colleagues 
or  any  one  else,  the  law  requires  him  to 
iona  an  opinion  of  his  own  before  taking 
action  against  an  individual.  If  all  his 
colleagues  had  one  (^inioHj  and  he  the  con- 


trary, it  would  be  his  duty  to  act  on  his 
opinion;  but  it  will  strengthen  his  posi- 
tion with  Parliament  and  with  the  public 
if  he  follows  the  time-honoured  rule  of 
giving  those  affected  the  opportunity  to 
make  any  explanation  they  like  in  reply  to 
the  charges  brought  against  them.  In  ful- 
filling a  judicial  obligati<»i,  the  Minister 
should  act  judicially*  and  no  man  can  be 
said  to  do  so  who  does  not,  before  pro- 
nouncing judgment,  hear  the  person 
charged. 

Mr.  H  E  NRY  \V  I LLI S  (Robertson) 
[10.43]. — ^  agree  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney.  While  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  those  who  are  following  im- 
proper callings,  I  think  that  the  Minister 
should  hear  their  explanations.  I  imderstand 
that  the  effect  of  his  action  is  to  prevent  the 
delivery  of  cwrespondence  at  a  proscribed 
address,  even  to  members  of  the  fapiily  i^ot 
personally  concerned,  so  that  the  innocent 
have  to  suffer.  I  do  not  know  the  ineiits 
of  this  case,  but  it  is  contrary  to  my  ideas 
of  justice  to  give  a  decision  without  hearing 
both  sides.  There  should,  too,  be  the 
possibility  of  appeal.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Calare  has  brought  forward  a  glar- 
ing instance  of  the  attempts  of  the  ex-Post- 
master-General to  circumvent  the  Public 
Servi<£  Ccwamissitxier,  in  order  to  bring  his 
friends  to  the  frcmt,  and  to  increase  their 
salaries.  This  is  a  scandal,  and  is  about 
the  third  instance  of  the  kind  which  has 
come  under  my  notice.  The  officer  con- 
cerned matters  little;  but  in  this  case  he 
happens  to  be  one  who  travelled  to  Rome 
with  the  hcmorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro. 

Mr.  FitAZER. — I  do  not  think  a  perscHial 
motive  should  be  suggested. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— We  ard  not 
unaware  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
We  know  that  this  officer  travelled  with  the 
ex- Postmaster-General  for  months,  and, 
when  he  came  back,  a  new  position  was 
created  for  him,  for  which  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissitxier  said  there  was  no  need. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  approved  of  it. 

Sir.  Thomas  Brown. — He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  office  being  made  an  adminis- 
trative one. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  change 
was  proposed  so  that  the  officer  concerned 
might  get  j£iOO  a  year  more. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  Act  is  not  to 
apply  to  highly-paid  oSBeets,&nik  apply 
to  those  low  doM^ititt'^thd'^^md^tC 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— This  <^cer 
was  at  the  top,  and  receiving  the  full  re- 
inunerati(Hi  for  his  classification. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  Public  Service  Oxn- 
missioner  ofTered  no  opposition  to  the  crea- 
tion of  the  positiOTi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  did  not  know 
what  was  behind.  Why  was  he  not  told 
what  would  be  dcme? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  report  of 
the  Public  Service  C(Hninissionec  is  in  print, 
and  it  contains  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject.  He  saw  no  need  for  the  appoint- 
ment. When  the  present  Postmaster- 
General  accepted  office,  he  thought  that  he 
should  be  loyal  to  his  predecessw,  showing 
himself  to  be  a  mere  sapling,  capsU>le  of 
being  bent  in  any  direction.  At  last  pressure 
seems  to  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner,  and.  to  suit 
the  honorable  member  for  Maribymong, 
thintrs  have  been  made  to  read  pleasantly. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  only  difference  be- 
tween the  Public  Service  Commissioner  and 
the  Government  was  as  to  whether  the  office 
of  Assistant  Secretary  should  be  made  an 
administrative  Qne. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— There  is  the 
report,  in  which  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner states  that  he  opposed  this,  and 
protested  against  it  to  the  last. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bbown. — He  characterizes 
it  as  an  evasion  of  the  law. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  so.  It 
is  a  scandal.    I  have  brought  under  notice 
several  other  cases  in  which  the  same  Min- 
ister has  placed  juniors  over  the  heads  of 
seniors.    I  have  shown  that  after  the  last 
general  election  he  placed  over  the  heads 
of  seniors  postal  oflkials  who  were  engaged 
at  the  chief  polling  places  in  his  electorate. 
Mr.  Page.— Who  is  this  ? 
Mr..  HENRY  WILLIS.— A  Minister. 
Mr.  Frazer.— Then  he  ought  to  be  here 
to  make  some  reply. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  certainly 
think  that  he  ought  to  be. 

Sir  ToiiN  Forrest. — He  is  sick. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.52]. — I  have  no  desire  to  delay  the 
passing  of  these  Estimates  and  the  cover- 
ing Bill  to-night,  so  that  the  Senate  may 
proceed  to  deal  with  them  to-morrow.  That 
was  the  arrangement  when  ne  left  on  Fri- 
day for  our  homes,  but,  for  some  reason, 
an  honorable  member  opposite  deemed  it 
wise  that  the  further  consideration  of  these 
Estimates  should  be  postponed  until  to- 
day. From  the  same  quarter,  this  after- 
noon, we  have  had  a  lengthy  debate  re- 
specting a  certain  case. 


Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — A  lot  has  been 
discovered  since  Friday,  hence  the  debate 
to-day. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so.  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  the  num- 
ber of  hands  for  whom  he  has  provided  in 
the  Additi(Hiai  Estimates  is  all  that  has 
been  requested  of  him  by  the  Postmaster- 
General.  In  other  words,  has  he  given  the 
Postmaster-General  the  full  nun^)er  of  ad- 
diticMial  employes  for  whom  he  has  ap- 
plied ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Yes. 
Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Both  Ministers 
assent  to  that? 
Mr.  Mauger. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  there  will 
be  no  further  excuse,  so  far  as  the  Post- 
master-General is  concerned,  on  the  score 
of  want  of  men  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  this  year., 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  The  Post- 
master-General is  now  obtaining  all  the 
additional  hands  for  whcMn  he  has  asked? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Up  to  the  present. 

Mr.  Reid. — For  the  next  six  months,  I 
should  hope. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  know 
what  will  be  done  next ;  the  Post  and 
Telegra^  Department  is  a  very  erratic 
cme. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  I  should 
imagine.  It  has  lately  been  guilty  of  some 
very  erratic  acts,  and  I  propose  to  make  a 
few  observations  about  one,  to  which  al- 
lusion has  just  been  made  by  the  ^onor* 
able  member  for  Robertson.  '  A  very  un- 
wise attitude  has  been  adopted  by  the  Post- 
master- General,  as  well  as  by  his  prede- 
cessor, towards  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner. I  venture  to  say  that  if  names 
were  excluded  from  the  correspondence 
which  has  been  laid  before  us,  and  honor- 
able members  did  not  know  who  had 
written  the  memoranda,  they  would  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Scott  was  the 
Public  Service  Ccnnmissioner,  and  that  the 
Commissioner  himself  was  really  a  sub- 
ordinate officer  in  the  Departmnit.  The 
militant  and  patronising  tcme  adc^ited 
by  Mr.  Scott  in  this  correspcmdenoe 
is  entirely  misplaced.  It  conveys  the 
impression  that  he  has  been  tryii^ 
to  bully  the  Commissioner  to  do  what 
the  Commissioner  thinks  ought  not  to 
be  done.  That  tone  should  not  be  adopted 
by  an  officer  who  is  supposed  to  bo  under 
the  absolute  control  of  the  Public  Service 
Cwnmissioner.  If  the  Public  Service  Act 
does  not  apply  tO[jt|(«^^j5M4^©g[^5cers 
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of  the  service — if  it  breaks  down  when  it 
is  applied  to  the  heads  of  Departments — 
it  tweaks  down  when  it  is  jxit  to  the  <.nly 
real  test  that  can  be  applied  to  it.  If  the 
Commissioner  is  to  be  subjected  to  such  an 
indignity  in  relaticxi  to  highly-placed  offi- 
cials, bow  can  we  expect  loval  service  an 
the  part  of  the  lower-grade  (^Scers? 

Mr.  Reid.— Surely  the  Secretary  would 
not  write  in  the  way  mentioned  by  the  lion. 
orable  member  if  -the  Minister  had  not  au- 
thorized him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Mr.  Scott  dis- 
tinctly savs  that  he  is  authorized  by  the 
Minister  so  to  write.  The  Minister  should 
not  have  given  a  direction  for  such  cor- 
respondence to  be  addressed  to  the  Com- 
missicHier.  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  more 
destructive  of  the  disciplipe  of  the  Depart- 
ment than  that  officers  in  subordinate  posi- 
tions should  be  able  to  read  that  the  Min- 
ister had  directed  that  the  Commissicmer 
should  be  treated  in  this  way.  And  for 
what?  Simply  because,  acting  on  proper 
grounds,  he  said  that  in-his  judgment  there 
ought  not  to  be  two  heads  in  the  one  De- 
partment. That  is  an  unassailable  position 
to  take  up.  Mr.  McLachlan  says  that 
trouble  will  ensue  if  there  be  two  admhiis- 
trative  heads  in  the  one  Department.  In 
other  words,  he  stands  up  for  full  and  clear 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  man  at  the 
head  of  the  Department,  and  it  is  possible 
to  fasten  him  to  that  responsibility  only  when 
he  is  made  solely  responsible  for  his  own 
Department.  In  that  respect,  the  Commis- 
sioner has  adopted  an  attitude  which  will 
ctMnmend  itself  to  every  business  man  out- 
side the  Department,  as  well  as  to  every 
well-balanced  officer  in  it.  If  we  have  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  two  men 
adopting  different  attitudes  with  respect  to 
different  questions — if  we  put  Mr.  Oxen- 
ham  on  the  same  adnunistrative  plane  as 
Mr.  Soott — what  will  be  the  position?  Mr. 
Oxenham  will  have  co-equal  power  with 
Mr.  Scott. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Duties  may  be  delegated 
to  him  bv  the  Minister. 

Mr.  TOSEPH  COOK.— The  moment 
the  Minister  delegates  co-equal  powers  to 
these  two  c^icers,  he  will  lay  the  founda- 
tUMi  of  serious  trouble. 

Mr.  Mauger.— There  is  no  trouble  in 
New  Zealand,  where  the  positirai  is  exactly 
the  same. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— There  is  no 
analogy  between  New  Zealand  and  the 
Commonwealth.  New  2^aland  is  a  cwn- 
parativelv  small  country  to  administer,  and 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department 
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there  occupies  the  same  pcsition  as  a  chief 
clerk  in  one  of  our  State  Departments. 

Mr.  Mauger. — He  is  an  administrative 
oflker. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course  he 
is.  His  positiixi  is  precisely  that  of  a 
chief  clerk  in  a  State  Department,  and  his 
salary  is  about  the  same.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  placed  Mr.  Oxenham— the  As- 
sistant  Secretary — in  a  position  of  su- 
periority so  far  as  all  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General are  concerned. 

Mr.  Mauger.— No;  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General are  also  administrative 
officers. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— They  are;  bul 
their  decisions  are  liable  to  be  controlled 
in  every  way  by  Mr.  Oxenham  in  the  Cen- 
tral Office. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Why  did  Colonel  Out- 
trim  retire  from  the  position  of  Deputj 
Postmaster- General  of  Victoria  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Because  he  was 
disgusted  with  the  service,  and  he  left  for 
the  same  reascm  that  many  of  fbe  strong  men 
are  leaving.  The  moment  thev  reach  the  age 
limit,  or  get  near  to  it,  they  are  glad  to  go, 
and  it  is  one  of  my  chief  complaints  that 
the  best  men  are  being  driven  out.  In  New 
South  Wales,  at  the  present  moment,  there 
is  one  man  taking  his  six  months'  leave  pre- 
paratory to  retiring,  who  is  as  strong  a  man 
and  as  able  to  serve  his  country  as  any  one 
in  the  service.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Russell— a 
hardy  i^dependen^-minded  man,  who  is 
leaving  the  mc»nent  he  is  entitled  to  do  so, 
because  he  will  not  tolerate  the  humbug 
of  the  central  administration. 

Mr.  Mauger.t— He  has  never  said  a  word 
about  that. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Whatever  he 
may  have  said,  that,  I  believe,  is  the  true 
reason,  and  it  is  the  true  reaswi  with  many 
other  good  men. 

Mr.  Thomas.— It  is  about  time  that 
somebody  "shook "  up  the  New  South 
Wales  officials. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— All  I  can  say  is 
that  the  man  I  refer  to,  who  has  just  been 
"  shaken  "  out,  was  one  of  the  best  in  the 
Department;  and  if  the  honorable  member 
for  Barrier  thinks  that  to  be  good  for  the 
Department  I  do  not  share  his  opinion.  We 
may  appoint  Committees  or  Ccanmissions, 
but  we  shall  do  no  good  until  wj:  encourage 
the  ablest  trials  to  stay  and  do  their  best. 
There  must  be  something  radically  wrong 
when  officers  high  in  th^  ^i^ce  are  glad  to 
go  immediately  they  aire  aftitled  to  do  so. 
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Mr.  Thomas. — It  is  most  unusual  for 
men  to  be  glad  to. leave  the  Government 
service.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  one 
glad  to  do  so? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes. 

Mr.  ReiDw- — am  a  humble  example ;  I 
took  a  **  header  "  and  left  one  of  the  best 
billets  in  the  Public  Service. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  are  told  by 
the  Postmaster-General  that  he  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  all  the  hands  he 
needs,  and  that  everythug  is  rectified. 

Mr.  Mauger.— So  far  as  the  (Peers' 
salaries  are  OHiceroed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  have  the 
statement  that  since  Federation  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department  has  earned  30 
per  cent,  more  revenue  and  spent  20  per 
cent,  in  earning  it.  We  have  had  a  few 
boom  years  since  Federation,  and,  with  a 
rising  revenue,  there  cannot  be  said  to  be 
mudi  starvation  in  face  of  the  figures  I 
have  qucHted. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — That  all  depends  on  con- 
ditions. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Quite  so;  and 
I  assume  that  the  conditions  were  normal, 
as,  indeed,  they  were  at  the  time  of  Fede- 
ration. We  are  tdd  that  there  is  an  accu- 
mulation of  requirements,  which  necessitates 
special  provision  and  so  we  find  now  that 
there  is  a  revenue  5  per  cent,  higher, 
an  expenditure  1 1  per  cent,  higher,  new 
appointments  1 4  per  cent,  of  the  total ; 
and  that,  in  spite  of  the  bocming  returns, 
there  is  a  deficit  of  j^S52>ooo. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — ^That  is,  charpng  to  re- 
venue the  public  works  iar  this  year. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— These  calcula- 
tions leave  out  of  account  interest,  which, 
if  it  be  added,  means  that  the  Department 
is  losing  _;^6oo,ooo  or  ;£"7oo,ooo  sterling. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — So  far  as  I  can 
see,  the  interest  would  be  from  ;£i8o,ooo 
to  j£  1 90,000. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Well,  say 
;^20o,ooo — this  ^on's  a  loss  of  nearly 
;^6oo,ooo. 

Mr.  Maugek. — If  the  honorable  member 
spent  jQiOfOOO  on  building  a  new  wing  to 
his  warehouse  would  he  call  it  a  loss  be- 
cause it  was  charged  to  one  year  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That' is  not  the 
pcmit  I  am  not  suggesting  that  the  De- 
partment ^ould  be  made  to  pay ;  but  I  do 
suggest  that,  while  there  has  been  a  very 
esceptional  outgo,  a  consideraWe  influx  of 
new  hands,  a  heavy  deficit  on  the  year's 
transaction,  and  we  have  been  told  that  the 
Department  is  sweated  and  starred,  that 


discontent  is  seething  throughout,  and  that 
there  is  scxnething  wrcxig. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
statement  made ;  and  may  I  ask  the  Post- 
master-General how  he  accounts  for  it.  We 
have  had  placed  before  us  a  statement  of 
the  benefits  which  the  officers  have  enjoyed 
since  Federation  in  the  J^ape  of  longer 
furloughs,  more  holidays,  and  more  over- 
time. Aooxding  to  the  statesaeat  everything 
seems  to  be  "  as  rM;ht  as  right  can  be."  If 
tiiis  be  onrrect,  we  nave  the  curious  poaticm 
that  the  better  the  condition  of  the  men  the 
more  the  discontent. 

Mr.  AIauger. — ^I  do  not  know  that  dis- 
content does  rule. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  Post- 
master-General is  the  OTily  man  who  does 
not  know.  In  my  judgment,  things  are  far 
from  right.  I  was  not  here  last  Friday,  or 
I  should  have  taken  exception  to  the'  un- 
manly action  of  the  Postmaster-General 
when  he  tried  to  fix  the  blame  for  the 
trouble  on  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General 
of  the  States. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  did  not  try  to  do  that; 
the  honorable  member  is  under  a  wrong  im- 
pressiwi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Postmaster- 
General  distinctly  told  honorable  members 
that  he  was  not  getting  the  support  to 
which  he  was  entitled  from  the  Deptity 
Postmasters- General . 

Mr.  Storrer. — Not  in  that  language. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the  lan- 
guage as  I  understand  it;  and  no  one  can 
conceive  a  greater  reflection  on  the  men  who 
are  performing  the  duties  of  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General in  the  States. 

Mr.  Thoicas. — It  is  a  serious  charge 
against  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  a  serious 
diarge,  especially  when  the  Postmastv- 
General  fint  of  all  condemns  the  Deputy 
Postmasters-General,  and,  in  the  not  place^ 
js  glad  to  pay  his  tribute  of  admiration  to 
the  central  staff. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  correct — it  is 
only  half  the  truth.  I  bore  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  officers 
of  the  Department  were  doing  their  best. 

Mr.  McWilliams. — Did  the  Postmaster- 
General  not  say  that  the  Deputy  Postmas- 
ters-General were  not  doing  their  best? 

^fr.  Mauger. — No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Frazeh. — The  Minister  said  that  he 
did  not  get  the  assistance  that  he  expected 
from  them.         Digitized  by  vjOO^Ic 
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Mr.  MAurauL — ^Is  that  casdng  any  reflec- 
tion? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  can  conceive 
t)£  no  graver  reflection  upon  the  Deputy 
Postmasters-General  than  that  the  Postmas- 
ter-General should  have  said  sudi  a  thing 
about  them.  Had  I  been  here  I  should  have 
dutllenged  the  remark  instantly.  1  venture  to 
say  that  the  deputies  are  striving  their  very 
utmost  to  do  their  duty,  and  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  of  them  goes,  they  have  any 
thing  but  a  rosy  time  of  it.  I  know  an 
oOcer  in  Sydn^  who  acted  as  temporary 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  fcH-  some 
months.  He  is  a  man  of  ability  and 
loyalty,  as  the  Minister  knows.  When  a 
■election  had  to  be  made  of  a  Deputy  Post- 
naster-General  for  that  State  this  man 
would  not  put  is  an  application  for  the 
poutioo.  He  had  had  qmte  enough  (rf  it.  He 
was  only  there  six  months  and  did  not  want 
to  occupy  die  position  any  longer.  When 
we  see  this  kind  of  thing  going  on  through 
all  the  ranks  of  the  service  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top  we  must  recognise  that  there  is  a 
want  of  tone  and  effective  ocHitiol.  At  the 
same  time  there  must  be  a  want  of  sympa- 
thetic treatment  somewhere  or  c^her  from 
the  head  of  the  Department.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  where  the  trouble  is,  except 
that  I  believe  it  to  be  at  the  head.  I  will 
not  maition  names.  It  is  not  a  nice  thing 
to  do  at  all.  .  But  I  do  say  that  we  ought 
to  stop  blaming  those  a£  a  distance.  It  is 
very  cheap  and  easy  to  do  it,  but  these  men 
are  dc^g  th^  best  to  grapple  with  a  seri- 
ous positioa  in  the  States,  whilst  at  head- 
quart^s  the  red  tape  is  hang  lengthoied 
by  the  mile.  It  is  time  that  some  protest 
was  made  when  we  find  Minister  after  Min* 
ister  bespattering  the  central  authorities  with 
praise  for  all  that  they  do,  whilst  superbr 
officers  in  other  parts,  of  the  Continent  are 
binned.  I  do  not  believe  in  that  kind  of 
thing.  I  do  not  think  that  such  treatment 
is  jnst  or  is  deserved.  Hcmorable  members 
have  only  to  look  at  the  oorrespondence 
which  has  been  laid  upon  the  table  to  see 
the  source  of  the  trouble  in  this  D^iartment. 
I  draw  attention  to  this  opening  sentence  ir 
the  minute  oi  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 

OMRt — 

It  has  been  erident  for  some  copsiderable  time 
past  that  the  namber  of  aenior  «nd  respoosible 
officers  in  the  central  office  of  this  Department 
hu  not  been  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  work. 
It  was  anticipated  that  after  a  time  the  volume 
of  work  would  diminish,  in  which  event  the 
difficulties  tinder  whioh  the  »t»ff,  including  my- 
self, have  laboured  "would  have  been  lessened 
or  removed.  This  anticipation  has  not  only  not 
been  realixed,  bat  the  work  bat  been  iacieasiDg 


in  'volume  and  importance  from  year  to  ye>r, 
until  with  the  few  senior  officers  available  it 
has  become  unmanageable. 

If  honorable  members  will  think  over  that 
for  a  moment  they  will  see  that  the  begia- 
ning  of  the  trouble  is  undue  centralization. 
There  it  is,  and  it  unconsciously  comes  out 
at  the  very  beginning  of  this  correspcuidence. 
If  honorable  members  will  read  the  corre- 
spondence through  they  will  see  that  the 
same  note  dominates  the  whole  Department. 
1  therefore  say  to  the  Minister  that  if  he 
wishes  the  service  to  be  satisfactory  and 
^dent  he  will  remedy  this  state  of  diings. 
I  am  only  saying  now  what  I  have  said  for 
the  last  Seven  years.  I  feel  inclined  to  turn 
up  some  of  the  debates  of  former  years  to 
show  how  completely  I  forecasted  what  has 
exactly  come  about.  The  Minister  can  ap- 
point what  Ccxnmittees  he  likes,  but  unless 
he  insists  uptm  a  thorcmgh  devolution  of 
power  no  better  results  will  be  ^own  in 
the  future  than  have  been  shown  in  the 
past. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  only  justice  we  can 
get  is  from  the  Central  Office.  I  am  for  the 
Central  OflSoe  every  time.  That  is  my  ex- 
perience. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member's  experience  has  been  a  happy  one. 
I  admit  that  his  electorate  is  peculiarly 
placed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  not 
suffered  from  some  disabilities  which  have 
attadied  to  hcmorable  members  in  other 
instances.  -  I  wish  him  joy  in  his 
^orts,  and  am  glad  that  he  is  suc- 
ceetiing.  In  my  judgment  this  Cabinet 
Committee  can  do  no  good.  I  believe  that 
it  has  been  simply  appointed  to  stall  off 
inquiry  for  a  little  while.  It  is  a  political 
movement  and  nothing  else.  Something  had 
to  be  done,  and  so  the  Government  said, 
'*  We  will  do  this  in  the  Cabinet  and  then, 
perhaps,  we  shall  satisfy  those  people  out- 
side. ' '  But  when  a  Cabinet  appomts  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  worlung  of  a  De- 
partment over  which  a  Minister  presides  it 
is  time  for  that  Minister  to  consider  his  own 
position.  Instead  of  taking  the  Chairman- 
ship of  the  Committee  thus  appointed  he 
ought  to  realize  his  own  responsibility.  I 
hope  that  my  honorable  friend  will  not  think 
that  there  is  anything  personal  in  these  re- 
marks. But  it  is  time  for  the  Minister  in 
charge  of  his  Department  to  consido"  where 
he  stands  in  relation  to  the  Cabinet  and  the 
country.  The  Government  may  have  their 
Committee,  who  may  go  all  oiver  Australia, 
but  they  will  not  bring  about  content  in  the 
service.    Th^  will  not  obtain  the  requisite 
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decision.  They  will  not  find  that  many 
subordinate  (^(^rs  will  be  prepared  to 
stand  up  to  the  Minister  and  the  Secre- 
tary, who  may  happen  to  be  there.  Not 
many  of  the  underpaid  men  in  the  service 
will  be  prepared  to  tell  the  Minister  to  his 
face  that  he  is  not  treating  th«n  properly. 

Mr.  Mauger.— Some  of  th^  have  stood 
up  to  me,  and  told  me  things  pretty  plainly. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— A  few  of  them 
may  do  so.  But  that  is  not  the  way  to  get 
the  best  results.  This  inquiry  will  come  to 
nought,  as  in  my  judgment  it  is  .intended  to 
do.  It  is  meant  to  stave  off  pressure.  But 
the  public  will  not  be  satisfied  with  anything 
short  of  a  thorough  investigation,  and  that, 
in  my  judgment,  they  are  entitled  to  have. 
My  idea  would  be  to  get  a  few  of  the  best 
business  men  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Hear,  hear;  f  thought 
the  honorable  member  was  going  to  say 
from  outside ;  but  as  he  says  from  this 
House,  I  agree  with  him. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  I  think  we 
should  have  both. 

Mr.  Thomas. ^ — Now  I  do  not  agrcs 
with  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  not  appoint  one  or  two  first- 
class  business  men  from  outside,  with  one 
or  two  who  might  be  selected  from  this 
House  and  from  the  Senate.  Much, 
in  my  opinion  everything,  w<Hild  depend 
upon  the  personnel  of  the  Committee,  and 
we  should  have  a  Committee  of  indepen- 
dent men,  who  would  be  able  to  bring  their 
business  acumen  to  bear  upon  the  methods 
and  procedure  adopted  in  this  Department, 
and  see  whether  they  could  not  unravel  the 
tangled  skein  which  is  at  present  causing 
so  much  trouble  right  through  it.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  that  will  be  done.  If 
there  is  to  be  a  division  upon  these  Esti- 
mates, I  shall  be  compelled  to  vote  in  such 
a  way  as  will  express  my  view  of  what  the 
Government  have  done  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  Committee  of  the  Cabi- 
net, and  to  emphasize  the  necessity,  in  my 
judgment,  of  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  working  of  this  Department. 

:Jr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [11.22].— I  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  now  listen  to  reason. 
If  this  were  a  Wednesday  or  a  Thursday 
night  the  position  would  be  different.  I 
have  sat  up  all  night  with  Ministers  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  but  it  has  always 
been  understood  that  on  Tuesrlay  nights,  as 
honor;ibie  members  have  been  travelling 
during  the  day,  we  should  adjourn  at  about 


half-past  ten  o'clock,  and  it  is  now  nearly 
half-past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
would  postpone  the  settlement  of  the  'Fede- 
ral Capital  question ;  for  that  is  what  an 
adjournment  now  would  mean. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— That  does  not  frighten 
me.  The  Federal  Capital  question  is  not 
a  burning  question  in  my  constituency. 

Mr.  Mauger.  —  Unless  we  pass  these 
Estimates  to-night,  the  Senate  will  have 
nothing  to  do. 

.  Mr.  THOMAS.  —  I  am  not  at  all 
troubled  about  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  was  understood  that 
the\'  would  be  passed  to-night. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  Ministers  have  so 
arranged  the  business  of  Parliament  that 
there  is  nothing  for  the  Senate  to  do,  that 
is  not  the  fault  of  honorable  members.  It 
is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  that  we  should 
now  report  progress.  The  Estimates  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  are 
very  important,  and  this  is  only  the  second 
day  on  which  they  have  been  under  debate. 
Does  the  Minister  propose  to  report  pro- 
gress ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — We  must  go  on ;  we  can- 
not help  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  —  I  understand  that 
there  is  a  motion  bef«e  the  Committee  for 
a  reduction  of  j£t  in  the  salary  of  the 
Secretar>-  of  the  Central  Staff,  which  has 
been  moved  for  a  particular  purpose.  Per- 
sonally I  am  not  prepared  to  support  that 
motion,  because,  although  Mr.  Scott  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Central  Office,  I  have  a 
very  great  admiration  for  the  way  in  which 
he  conducts  the  business  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  The  motion  is  not 
aimed  at  Mr.  Scott  personally. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  admit  that  that  is 
so.  I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  the 
salnrv  of  each  Minister  does  not  appear  at 
the  head  of  the  Estimates  for  his  Depart- 
ment. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — What  a  nice  time 
he  would  have  if  it  did  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS.  —  I  believe  that  that 
u<;ed  to  be  the  practice  in  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  is  the  practice  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  used  to  be  the 
practice  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  thought  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  it  is  a  statu* 
tory  salary.  .^GoOglc 
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Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  Parramatta,  who  was  at  one  time 
Postmaster- General  of  New  South  Wales, 
says  that  it  was  the  practice  there, 
and  we  know  it  is  the  practice  in  the  House 
of  CcHnmcMis,  because  we  have  a  case  in 
point  where,  when  Mr.  Campbell-Banner- 
.  man  was  Minister  of  War,  a  reduction  of 
j£i  was  moved  in  his  .salary-,  which  led 
to  the  defeat  of  the  Liberal  Party.  I 
think  it  would  be  an  admirable  thing  to 
adopt  that  practice  here,  because,  if  hon- 
orable members  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
management  of  a  particular  Department* 
it  would  be  possible  to  deal  with  the  matter 
effectively  by  moving  a  reduction  of  j£i  in 
the  salary  of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  it. 
I  take  it  that  the  motion  fen*  a  reducti<»i  of 
jQi  in  Mr.  Scott's  salary  is  intended  as  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  working 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — ^And  as  a  protest  against 
the  retentifm  of  some  officers  who  are  over 
65  years  of  age,  while  the  services  of  others 
are  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  take  it  that  the  mo- 
tion in  this  case  is  a  motion  of  want  of 
confidence  in  the  working  of  the  Depart- 
ment generally.  Although  Mr.  Scott  has 
reached  the  retiring  age,  I  am  personally 
very  glad  that  the  C^vemment  have  de- 
cided to  retain  his  services.  I  should  be 
glad  to  see  his  services  retained  for  the 
next  twelve  mcHiths,  and  probably  for  some 
time  l<»g». 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Does  not  the  hcmwable 
member  think  that  some  other  officers  who 
have  been  turned  out  because  they  have 
reached  the  retiring  age,  are  just  as  capable 
of  doing  their  class  of  work? 

Mr.  THOMAS. — I  am  unable  to  say,  as 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  circumstances 
in  their  cases.  Compulsory  retirement  of 
an  crfKcer  after  he  has  reached  a  certain  age 
is  a  very  good  provision  as  a  general  rule, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  its  applicaticMi  ex- 
tended even  to  the  High  Court;  but  where 
there  are  special  reasons  for  retaining  the 
services  of  a  particular  officer,  the  Minister 
should  have  the  power  to  retain  them.  I 
have  said  that  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Soitt's 
services  have  been  retained,.  We  have 
heard  frcxn  the  hmorable  member  for 
Parramatta  a  strong  defence  of  the  Deputy 
Postmaster- General  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  of  the  staff  generally  in  the  head-office 
at  Sydney.  We  have  heard  that  thev  are 
unduly  interfered  with  by  the  Central 
Office  of  the  Department.  I  have  only  to 
say  that  since  I  became  a  member  of  the 
'Federal  Parliament,  and  even  before  that. 


I  have  not  been  very  favorably  impressed 
by  the  way  in  which  the  authorities  of  the 
head-office  in  Sydney  treated  the  consti- 
tuency I  represent,  which  is  as  much  a 
part  of  New  South  Wales  as  is  Parramatta, 
or  any  other  constituency  in  that  State. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Par- 
liament, and  after  bringing  grievances  exist- 
ing in  my  ccmstituency  under  the  notice  of 
the  Central  Office,  I  have  been  blocked  in 
my  efforts  to  obtain  justice  and  fair  play. 
I  might  instance  a  number  of  cases,  but  I 
shall  mention  one  in  particular.  It  has 
been  s^d  that  the  Central  Office  of  the  De- 
partment deals  unfairly  with  the  staff  at 
the  head-(^ce  in  Sydney;  but  this  is  the 
way  in  which  the  head-office  in  Sydnev 
treats  subwdinates  in  the  back-blocks  of 
New  South  Wales :  Some  time  since,  a 
young  fellow  was  engaged  as  a  tem- 
porary hand  at  Broken  Hill,  and  was 
paid  25s.  a  week.  He  was  entitled,  after 
a  time,  to  a  holiday  of  four  weeks. 
He  went  up  for  his  examinatiom 
asked  for  four  weeks'  holiday,  and  ob- 
tained it.  Whilst  on  holiday  he  disa>vered 
that  he  had  failed  ia  the  examinati(Hi,  and 
consequently  was  unable  to  go  on  to  the 
permanent  staff.  But  in  the  midst  of  his 
holiday  he  was  asked  by  the  Department 
to  go  into  the  office  and  do  certain 
work.  He  did  so,  and  when  he  found 
that  he  could,  not  become  a  permanent 
hand,  and  his  time  was  up,  he  asked 
to  be  paid  for  the  time  that  he  had  put 
in  at  the  request  of  the  Department 
during  his  holidays.  That  seemed  to  be 
a  fair  and  iust  demand.  The  postmaster 
at  Broken  Hill  sent  the  claim  on,  but  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-Genera]  in  Sydn^  re- 
fused to  pay  the  lad  for  the  two  or  three 
weeks  for  which  he  had  worked  during 
the  holiday  to  which  he  was  entitled.  I 
brought  (he  case  before  the  Central  OfEre 
in  Melbourne,  and  Mr.  Scott  said  he  must 
have  a  report,  although  from  the  way  in 
which  T  put  ir  he  admitted  that  it  ap- 
peared unjust  that  the  lad  should  not  be 
paid.  He  added,  however,  that  "there 
were  always  two  sides  to  a  question,  and 
he  must  hear  the  other  side.  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  the  bov  was  eventually 
treated  justly,  and  received  the  amount 
that  he  claimed.  That  case  does  not 
show  any  very  great  fair  play  on  the  part 
of  the  head  office  in  Svdney  towards 
those  in  subordinate  positions.  In  order 
to  show  how  "things  are  conducted  from 
*he  liead  office  in  Svdney->  I  may  state 
that  this  lad,  wtsspti^setlfi^pleMt^wly  in 
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the  hope  of  getting  a  p^manent  position, 
was  paid  35s.  a  week.  It  was  thought 
that  sonie  one  else  could  be  got  to  t^ce 
his  place,  but  he  was  asked  to  go  on  foi 
a  few  we^.  ■  The  poGtmaster  at  Broken 
Hill  was  quite  prepared,  Bad,  in  fact, 
wished,  to  employ  him.  The  bead  oflScc 
in  Sydney  said  it  would  employ  him,  but 
could  pay  him  only  205.  a  mek.  The 
young  fellow  refused  the  and  as  a 

compromise  they  oftered  him  22s.  6d.,  bui: 
he  was  able,  as  the  Hill  was  bomning  at 
the  time,  to  get  some  other  employment, 
and  so  left  the  Department.  That  busi- 
ness was  conducted,  not  through  the  Cen- 
tral Offioe  in  Melbourne,  but  throu^  the 

Seat  and  mighty  bead  ofi5ce  in  Sydney, 
y  c^inioit  is  that  the  Sydney  offioe  ought 
to' be  bustled,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad 
if  dw  central  or  aoiie  other  office  does 
bustle  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  hcnorablfl 
member  is  making  ex  forte  statements.  I 
should  like  to  bear  the  other  side. 

Mr:  THOMAS. — I  presume  the  honor- 
able member  did  not  make  ex  farU  state- 
ments when  defending  the  head  offioe  in 
Sydney  as  against  the  Central  Ofiice  in 
iielboiime. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  cite  any 
cases. 

Mr.  McWiLUAKS. — Some  of  the  de- 
puties have  done  thor  best. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— 1  un  dealing  only 
with  the  State  of  which  the  honorable 

member  for  Parraaiatta  and  myself  are  ze- 
presencatives.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
deputies  in  odier  States. 

Mr.  JosEra  Cook. — ^The  case  cited  by 
the  honorable  memb^  shows,  on  the  face 
of  it,  that  there  is  something  more  to  be 
said.  I  cannot  craceive  of  the  head  of- 
fice in  Sydney  fixing  those  salaries  without 
referenoe  to  the  Central  Offioe.  The  bon- 
iwable  member  must  bear  in  mind  also  that 
the  Coitral  Office  may  set  aside  their  ra- 
ctHnmendations,  bat  Uie  Sydney  oflioe  can- 
not set  aside  those  of  the  Central  Offioeh 

Mr.  Maugeb. — ^The  Sydnev  (^ce  did. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— When  l'  went  to  the 
Central  Office  in  Melbourne,  Mr.  Scott  said 
that  if  the  case  was  as  I  stated  it,  the 
lad  seemed  to  have  been  unjustly  treated, 
and  when  the  matter  was  further  investi- 
gated and  thought  before  the  Commis- 
sioner, the  Cranmissicner  recommoided 
that  payment  should  be  made.  I  did  not 
intend  to  say  anything  with  regard  to  that 
matter  until  I  heard  the  hcxuvable  member 
for  Farramatta's  remarks.    I  wish  to  know 


whether  the  Postmaster-General  intends  to 
make  the  toll  system  universal  throughout 
Australia.  At  present,  every  new  sub- 
scriber must  come  under  it,  but  those  who 
had  telephones  previous  to  a  certain  date 
are  allowed  to  continue  on  the  flat  rate. 
The  time  has  come  for  the  Minister  to  ea- 
tend  the  toll  system  dmmgfaout  Australia.  . 
Either  the  flat  rate  is  better  than  the  toll 
system,  or  the  toll  system  is  better  than  the 
flat  ra^e.  If  we  are  not  prepared  to  make 
the  toll  system  universal,  then  we  should 
do  away  with  it,  and  allow  those  who  are 
now  axnpelied  to  come  under  it  to  have 
the  flat  rate.  I  believe  I  was  the  flrst  in 
this  House  to  advocate  the  toll  system. 
I  have  always  believed  in  it.  One  argu- 
ment which  had  great  weight  with  me  was 
that  the  people  with  large  businesses  re- 
ceived under  the  flat  rate  a  great  deal  more 
service  from  the  Department  than  they 
were  paying  for.  The  very  iuA  that  a 
lai^  number  of  people  are  coming  under 
the  toll  s)Stem  confen  added  beiKfits  on 
those  who  remain  under  the  flat  rate. 
Whilst  the  telephone  snroe  is  not  as  good 
as  it  ought  to  be,  because  of  the  great 
pressure  that  exists — and  sometimes  I  be- 
lieve we  are  a  little  unreasonable  when  we 
want  an  answer  immediately  we  go  to  the 
telephone — we  must  remember  that  it  has 
gone  ahead  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  that 
the  Department,  ixit  being  able  to  get  the 
wire  or  the  instruments,  has  not  been 
able  to  cope  with  the  demand  for  new 
telephones.  Th(»e  under  the  toll  system 
do  not  use  the  telephone  as  often  as  tfiey 
would  if  imder  the  flat  rate,  becsAue  twf 
will  natorally  be  mose  caiefnl,  and  that 
means  that  those  who  still  remain  under  the 
flat  rate  are  reafang  a  large  advantage  from 
the  very  fact  that  so  many  ccme  under  the 
toll  system.  If  that  is  so,  the  time  has 
ccme  when  we  may  reasonably  opect  titose 
who  are  deriving  great  advantages  under 
the  flat  rate  to  be  brought  ui>der  the  toll 
system.  I  should  like  scxne  official  pro- 
nonncement  fran  the  Minister,  before 
the  vote  is  taken  on  the  amendment,  as  to 
whether  he  proposes  to  bring  under  the  new 
s>-stem  those  who  are  now  receiving  much 
greater  services  than  they  pay  for. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Some  of  those  under  the 
to\\  system  are  virtually  on  the  flat  rate, 
because  they  use  the  telephone  very  little. 
You  should  give  a  refund  to  those  people. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— That  raises  quite  an- 
other questitm.  The  Government  are 
charging  too  nuidi  for  die  toll  svst^o. 
The  teleidK>«  stould^,J^jg^^f^«>„.. 
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home  for  about  a  guinea  as  a  retaining  fee, 
and  a  certain  amount  should  be  d^ged 
from  the  very  first  conversation.  I  know 
that  my  proposal  to  make  the  toll  system 
universal  will  touch  the  well-to-do.  Un- 
fwtunateiy,  we  are  prepared,  even  in  this 
House,  elected  as  we  are  hy  adult  suf* 
frager  to  ttuicb  the  poor  a  great  deal  more 
readily  than  we  are  prepared  to  touch  the 
rich.  The  people  who  are  under  the  flat 
rate  system  at  the  present  time  are  no  doubt 
business,  and  wealthy  persons.  I  hope 
that  befoie  the  item  is  passed*  the  Minister 
will  be  good  enou^  to  ^te  whether  be 
IKvpoaes  to  adopt  Uie  toll  system.  I  should 
like  that  system  to  be  introduced  g«ieral)y, 
and  the  Department  to  provide  a  neat  little 
box  into  whidi  any  person  could  drop  a 
penny  who  desired  to  use  the  telephone, 
even  in  private  houses.  It  would  make  no 
difference  to  the  Government  so  long  as  the 
toll  telephone  was  used,  because  they  would 
be  paid,  but  under  the  flat-rate  system  the 
GovemmOTt  naturally  objected  to  the  tele- 
phone being  used  by  any  one  except  the 
subscriber.  I  believe  that  if  the  toll  system 
were  introduced  generally,  it  would  help 
the  telei^one  branch,  because  a  great  deal 
more  revenue  would  be  obtained  than  is 
now  received.  The  service  could  be  ex- 
tended, and  the  charges  reduced.  I  under- 
stand that  some  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  possibility  of  separating  the  tele- 
graph and  telephone  branches.  I  de- 
sire to  know  if  the  Minister  intends  to  take 
any  step  in  that  direction,  and  if  so,  w&en 
it  is  likely  to  be  taken.  I  also  wish  to 
know  when  he  intends  to  lay  upon  the  table 
a  report  showing  the  expoiditure  and  in- 
come in  connexion  with  each  post-(^5ce 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  only 
fair  that  honorable  members  should  be  fur- 
nished with  that  detailed  informaticm  in- 
stead of  being  told,  as  at  present,  that  the 
Department  earns  and  spends  so  much  per 
year.  I  should  like  the  Minister  to  tell  the 
Committee  when  a  Comm(»iwealth  postage 
stamp  is  likely  to  be  introduced.  It  is 
seven  years  since  the  Commonwealth  was 
established,  and,  in  my  opini<Hi,  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we  should  have  a  Com- 
mcxiwealth  stamp,  which  could  be  used  in 
any  State.  In  the  first  sesnoi  of  the  first 
Parliament,  when  a  Post  and  Tel^aph 
Rates  Bill  was  under  consideration,  I  moved 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  providing  that  a 
CcHnmonweatth  stamp  should  be  biought 
into  use  within  two  or  three  mmitfas  from 
the  passing  of  that  measure.  The  Prime 
Minister  asked  me  n(4  to  pnsa  my  proposal 


because,  be  said,  that  what  I  denred  would 

be  dcHie  as  early  as  possible.  He  certainly 
gave  Ds  the  impression  that  it  would  not  be 
long  before  it  was  done,  but  he  did  not 
want  'the  exact  time  to  be  prescribed  in  the 
Bill.  On  that  understanding,  my  amend- 
ment was  withdrawn.  Years  have  passed 
since  then,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  no- 
thing has  been  done. 

Mr.  Mauger. — good  deal  has  been 
done. 

Mr.  THOMAS  .—The  Commonwealth 
stamp  has  not  yet  arrived.  Those  who 
travel  from  State  to  State  have  to  carry 
postage  stamps  of  the  various  States.  It 
was  only  last  evening  that  a  stranger  asked 
roe  <Mi  the  railway  station  at  Murray 
Bridge  whether  I  would  be  good  enough  to 
post  in  Melbourne  two  letters  which  he  had 
forgotten  to  post  at  Adelaide.  I  replied 
that  I  would  gladly  oblige  him,  but  it  was 
possible  that  I  might  forget  to  post  his 
letters  on  the  day  I  arrived.  He  said  he 
was  quite  willing  to  take  the  risk.  As  He 
handed  the  letters  to  me,  I  observed  that 
eadi  bore  a  Sou^  Australian  stamp,  and  so 
I  told  hun  that  it  would  be  of  no  use  for 
me  to  .post  them  in  Melbourne.  Whatever 
has  been  dwie  in  the  matter  of  providing 
a  CommcHiweaith  stamp  has  been  done  in 
the  dark.  It  is  not  known  generally  that 
one  can  obtain  a  Commonwealth  stamp. 
Perhaps  the  Minister  will  explain  what  has 
been  dtme. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^There  is  no  Com- 
mcHiwealth  stamp. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  said  that  nothing  had 
been  done  in  the  matter,  but  the  Post- 
master-General replied  that  something  had 
been  dme.  At  any  rate,  I  have  not  vet 
seen  a  ComnKmwealth  stamp,  and  I  am 
very  anxious  to  learn  when  it  is  Ukely  to 
be  introduced.  I  wish  to  know  also  what 
has  been  done  in  regard  to  the  inspectors. 
This  is  another  matter  which  I  presume 
has  been  fixed  up  by  the  head  office  in 
Sydney,  though,  no  doubt,  the  Central 
OflSce  has  had  to  agree  to  it.  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Department  desired  at  first  diat 
New  South  Wales  should  be  divided  into 
districts  as  Queensland  was,  with  an  in- 
spector  in  charge  of  each.  I  thought  the 
idea  a  capital  one;  though  the  inspectors, 
who  lived  in  Sydney,  and  the  head  office 
there,  opposed  it.  But  after  the  matter 
had  come  before  Parliament  several  times, 
the  Honorable  Sydney  South,  when  Post- 
master-General, agreed  that  the  division 
should  be  made.  It  is  not,  however,  quite 
satisfactory.     M^itiz^amfkj^t&Si&f  for 
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instance,  has  been  divided  very  badly,  and 
forms  part  ot  the  districts  of  two  inspec- 
tors, one  of  whom  goes  as  far  as  Wilcan- 
nia,  and  the  other  as  far  as  White  Cliffs. 
Therefore,  if  anything  has  to  be  done  at 
Wilcannia,  it  is  necessarjr  to  bring  an  in- 
spector from  Wagga,  while  to  do  anything 
at  White  Cliffs,  an  inspector  has  to  be 
brought  from  Orange. 

Sir  William  Lvne.^ — If  I  were  at  the 
head  of  the  Department,  I  would  correct 
all  these  things. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Unfortunately  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  is  not.  I  ask  the  Com- 
mittee Avhether  it  thinks  that  it  was  a  bril- 
liant thing  for  the  head  office  in  Sydney  to 
so  subdivide  New  South  Wales  tfiat  two 
inspectors  have  to  travel  all  the  way  round 
by  way  of  Victoria  and  South  Australip  to 
get  to'the  district  which  T  represent?  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  way  in 
which  the  men  in  the  head  office  in  Sydney 
have  been  treated.  We  have  been  told 
that  able  and  distingaished  officers  are 
being  driven  out  of  the  service.  It  is  about 
time  that  some  of  them  were  driyen  out,  if 
they  cannot  make  better  arrangements  than 
that  of  which  I  am  complaining.  Another 
matter  upon  which  1  wish  information  has 
to  do  with  works  expwditure.  We  have 
been  told  that  there  is  not  sufficient  money 
to  carry  out  necessary  works.  Now,  a 
telephone  has  been  promised  for  a  long 
time  past  for  a  mining  township  called 
the  Pinnacle,  9  or  to  miles  from  Broken 
Hill.  I  have  received  letters  from  the  De- 
partment to  the  effect  that  reports  have 
been  received,  and  that  the  work  will  be 
commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  think  that  the 
appropriation  has  been  made.  If  not,  it 
will  be  made. 

Mr.  Maugex. — It  has  been  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— If  the  Minister  will 
give  me  his  assurance  that,  if  not  made,  it 
will  be  made,  I  shall  sit  down  at  once. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  will  be  made. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [11.58].— At 
this  hour  of  night,  I  have  no  in- 
tention <rf  making  a  long  speech; 
but  there  are  one  or  two  matters 
to  which  I  must  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Postmaster-General,  even  if  I  have  to 
speak  until  to-morrow  morning.  We  have 
heard  a  good  deal  about  the  general  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  Post  Office  administra- 
tion. No  terms  could  be  too  strong  to  use  in 
condemnation  of  the  condition  of  the  ser- 
vice. I  do  not  blame  the  present  Post- 
master-General, although  he  has  had  more 


experience  than  many  would  admit,  since 
before  receiving  his  pCHtfolio  he  acted  as 
sort  of  relieving  Minister.  The  appoint- 
ment of  a  Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry  is 
altogether  unsatisfactory.  Nothing  short 
of  a  Royal  Commission,  consisting  of  busi- 
ness men  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  will  be 
sufficient  to  make  a  thorough  investigatiwi. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Have  we  not  sufficient 
ability  in  the  House? 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  introduction  of  a 
little  ability  from  outside  would  not  be 
prejudicial  to  the  inquiry.     I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  Postmaster- General 
does  not  consider  that  the  practice  of  ap- 
pointing to  post-cffices  in  large  provincial 
towns  men  who  have  seen  Icmg  service  in 
remote  country  districts  is  unsatisfactory. 
Take,   for  instance,  the  position  in  re- 
gard to  the  post-office  at  West  Maitland, 
where  we  have  had  for  some  time  an 
officer  who  is  practically  past  all  useful 
work.     His  case  may  be  somewhat  excep- 
tional, since  he  has  not  enjoyed  the  b^ 
of  health.    He  is  approadiing  the  retiring 
age,  and  consequently,  as  he  could  not  hope 
for  any  higher  salary,  could  not  be  blamed, 
perhaps,  if  he  simply  marked  time  during 
the  remaining  term  of  his  service.  He 
has  been  granted  six  mwiths'  leave  of  ab- 
sence, and  his  ofEce  is  now  being  filled 
by  a  younger  man,  who  is  receiving  a 
much  lower  salary,    but   is  doing  much 
better  work.     I   understand  that  no  per- 
manent appointment  can  be  made  until 
the  retiring  officer's  leave  has  expired, 
and  that  the  relieving  officer  cannot  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  positi(Hi  because  he  is  a 
juniOT  in  the  service.     It  is  probable  that 
an  officer  who  has  reached  ihe  maximum 
salary  in  his  class  will  be  brought  from 
the  back-blocks  and  placed  in  charge.  I 
hope  that  the  Postmaster-General  will  con- 
sider this  question,  and  determine  whether 
it  is  not  better  to  appoint  as  postmasters  in 
large  provincial  towns  active  officers  who 
have  proved  themselves  capable  men,  al- 
though they  may  be  receiving  comparatively 
small  salaries,  rather   than   officers  fron» 
back-country  offices,  on  the  ground  that  they 
have  reached  a  certain  age,  and  the  maxi- 
mum salary  of  their  class.    In  many  coun- 
tiy  districts  telephones  are  needed  naore^ 
urgently  than  in  some  of  our  cities.  The 
people  residing  in  such  districts  frequently 
require  to  send  over  Icmg  distarKSs  urgent 
messages  for  medical  assistance.     Most  of 
them  are  practically  pioneers;  they  are 
hard  workers,  and  are  willing  to  assist  the- 
Department  in  ne^^,|l@^)^sgfeons  by 
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supplying  some  of  the  material  required,  as 
well  as  oy  contributing  towards  the  pro- 
posed expenditure;  but  they  have  not,  and 
do  not,  receive  the  oxisideration  that  should 
be  extended  to  them.  Money  has  been 
wasted  on  the  constructicn  of  a  telephone 
line  between  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  which 
is  not  likely  to  pay  for  some  years,  while 
country  districts  have  been  practically 
starved. 

Sir  William  L^-ne. — That  is  not  correct ; 
I  must  take  the  part  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  Treasurer  takes 
the  part  of  the  Postmaster-General  to  a 
greater  extent  than  he  ought  to  do.  I 
know  of  a  case  in  which  a  word  from  him 
would  have  enabled  a  district  to  secure  that 
for  which  it  had  asked  for  many  weeks. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  hCMiorable 
member  desired  me  to  supply  money  for  a 
certain  work. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No;  it  was  a  com- 
paratively trifling  want;  but  I  shall  make 
no  further  reference  to  it,  since  I  do  not 
want  to  create  friction  between  Ministers. 
Onnplaints  are  repeatedly  made  regarding 
delays  in  connexion  with  the  trunk  line 
between  West  Maitland,  Newcastle,  and 
Sydney.  An  expensive  line  has  been  con- 
structed, as  I  have  mentioned,  between 
Melbourne  and  Sydney,  but  although  the 
charge  in  respect  of  the  West  Maitland- 
Newcastle- Sydney  tnmk  line  is  nearly  the 
same,  subscribers  have  often  to  wait  for 
hours  to  get  connected.  I  appeal  to  the 
Postmaster-General  to  give  special  attention 
to  this  complaint.  He  has  prcunised  that 
the  service  will  be  improved,  but  his 
.  pnxnises  so  far  have  not  been  fulfilled. 
I  agree  with  the  reatarks  made  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barrier  regarding  the 
postal  inspectors.  In  our  country  dis- 
tricts, we  have  two  inspectors,  where  there 
should  probably  be  six,  and  consequently 
they  have  so  much  travelling  to  do  that 
their  duties  cannot  be  satisfactorily  carried 
out. 

.  Mr.  Page. — The  Treasurer  says  that  he 
has  no  more  money. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— The  Treasurer  has 
the  necessary  funds,  but  to  my  mind  they 
are  badly  distributed.  The  Deputy  Post- 
masters-6eneral  should  have  a  much  freer 
hand  than  they  have  at  pres«it.  I  am 
informed  that  before  even  a  telegraph  pole 
can  be  erected  in  a  country  district,  the 
necessary  permission  must  be  obtained 
frcxn   the  central   administraticHi.  The 
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Department  should  not  be  administered  in 
such  a  way.  The  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General  are  engaged  frnn  morning  until 
night  in  writing  and  signing  letters,  and 
are  unable  to  supervise  the  work  of  the 
Department.  They  should  be  given  moK 
freedom,  and  a  system  of  decentralization 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR(Boothby) [12.7  a.m.]. 
— I  hardly  thought  it  worth  while  to  discuss 
these  Estimates,  but,  in  view  of  the  extra- 
ordinary success  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Barrier  and  the  honorable  member 
for  Grey,  I  propose  to  make  a  few  (^sana- 
tions. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^The  matter  to  which 
the  honorable  member  refers  relates  to  a 
promise  which  was  made  to  me,  and  pro- 
visi(»i  for  which  was  once  made  on  the 
Estimates. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  think  it  singular  that  pro- 
mises should  have  been  made  to  him? 
Year  after  year,  in  connexion  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Estimates,  I  have  had 
promises  made  to  me ;  but  have  not  beeh 
able  to  obtain  their  fulfilment.  As  the 
Treasurer  appears  to  be  in  a  yield^ 
mood,  I  think  ft  desirable,  however,  to 
again  bring  forward  certain  grievances, 
although  my  experi«ice  is  that  very  little 
is  gained  by  disaissing  the  Estimates.  Il 
is  true  that  the  Post  and  Tejlegraph  De- 
partment does  not  deal  hurriedly  with  any 
question  that  comes  within  its  purview.  If 
the  Ministry  imagine  that  the  discontent 
in  the  service  will  be  allayed,  or  the  de- 
mand for  an  investigation  removed,  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Cabinet  Committee  of 
Inquiry,  they  are  makipg  a  huge  mistake. 
It  seems  somewhat  farcical  that  monbers 
of  the  Cabinet  should  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  their  own  acts. 

Sir  WitUAM  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  is  probable  that 
the  honorable  member  thinks  not,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  simply  appealing  from 
Cjesar  to  Caesar. 

Mr.  Mauger. — This  is  by  no  means  a 
new  experience. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  may  be, 
though  I  never  heard  such  a  proposal  as  a 
means  of  satisfying  the  public  mind  whether 
or  not  a  Department  was  administered  pro- 
perly. No  doubt  the  Postmaster- General 
will  act  as  President  of  the  Committee,  and 
the  officers  consulted  will  probably  tell  them 
that  they  fully  agree  with  the  policy  which 
has  been  followed.  Whatpossible  good  re- 
sult can  come  ir^,m^@S^^  The 
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Postmaster-General  could  sit  down  in  his 
office,  and»  discussing  the  matter  with  his 
colleagues,  arrive  at  exactly  the  same  re- 
sults. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  he  is  pre-judging  the 
case  ?  Had  he  not  better  wait  until  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  has  been  submitted  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR,— Is  the  Postmaster- 
General  going  to  bring  in  a  Te\xat  con- 
demnatory of  his  own  administration  ?  If 
he  does  not  bring  in  such  a  report  he  must 
bring  in  one  saying  that  matters  are  all 
right. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I.  am  certainly  not  going 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind  suggested. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Why  does  the 
Postmaster- General  not  act  as  a  Minister 
without  calling  upon  other  Ministers  to  as- 
sist him  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Because  the  relationship 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  to 
other  Departments  has  to  be  ocmsidered, 
and  also  the  relationship  of  (rflicers  to  the 
Public  Servi(^  Ccunmissioner. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Are  these  not  or- 
dinary Catnnet  matters? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No,  they  are  not. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  more  or  less 
chaotic  condition  of  the  Department  calls 
for  an  investigation ;  and  Parliament,  I 
feel  sure,  will  not  be  satisfied  with  an  in- 
quiry conducted  by  selected  members  of 
the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  even  if  the  Cabinet 
■  Committee  propose  reforms  which  will  re- 
move anomalies. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Postmaster- 
General  is  very  optimistic  as  to  the  result 
of  the  Cabinet  inquiry,  but  such  an  in- 
quiry must  be  more  or  less  an  absurdity, 
unless  it  is  perfectly  secret.  To  come  to 
the  proposal  immediately  before  us,  I  do 
not  care  to  vote  for  it,  if  it  is  intended  as 
a  "hit"  at  Mr.  Scott.  Personally,  I  do  not 
believe  in  this  systan  of  compulsory  retire- 
ment at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  I  think  that 
such  a  rule  shows  the  want  of  capacitv  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  supposed  to  gauge 
the  abilities  and  the  remuneration  of  the 
crfiicers ;  btxrause  the  mere  fact  that  a  man 
hah  reached  the  age  of  sixty-five  does  not 
prove  anything  as  to  his  fitness. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  the  age 
at  which  I  arrived  vesterdav. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Further,  if  we 
make  such  a  rule  as  to  retirement,  it  ought 
not  to  be  departed  from.-  The  honorable 
member  for  Bjurrier  says  -that  he  does  not 
know  that  any  of  the  other  crfBcers  who 
have  been  compulsorily  retired  at  the  age  of 


sixty-five  are  capable  of  performing  their 
duties,  but  that  he  does  know  that  Mr. 
Scott  is.  I  am  afraid  that  the  position 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  is 
the  position  of  Ministers,  and  also  of  the 
P  ubl  ic  Service  Commissioner.  These 
gentlemen  know  of  those  who  are  imme- 
diately around  them,  and  nothing  about 
other  tMcers.  Those  officers,  who  have  the 
greatest  amount  of  influence,  and  can  bring 
it  to  bear  on  Ministers  or  the  Commis- 
sioners, have  a  "  pull "  over  others  not  so 
favorably  circumstanced. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  do  not  know  that  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  is  "  get-at- 
able  "  in  that  way. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  am  not  suggest- 
ing corrupt  or  irregular  influence,  but 
merely  that  people  luiow  best  those  facts 
and  persons  with  whom  they  are  brought 
most  closely  into  contact.  I  suppose  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  is  responsible 
for  reading  the  Pd>Iic  Service  Act,  scwne- 
what  unfairly,  to  mean  that  the  retiring 
age  of  sucty-five,  means  actual  retirement 
at  sixty-four  years  and  six  months,  with 
six  months'  furlou^  preparatory  to  re- 
tirement. That  seems  to  me  to  be 
rather  a  mean  way  of  dealing  with  an 
old  hand.  I  am  "chock  full"  of  griev- 
ances, some  of  which  have  been  brought 
forward  on  many  occasions.  Some  relate 
to  cases  of  injustice  to  public  servants,  some 
to  South  Australian  offices.  The  Cabinet 
"  Committee  cannot  be  expected  to  rectify 
many  of  the  errors  of  administration  and 
of  neglect  which  have  occurred. 

Mr.  ^{auger. — I  rreognise  that  in  all 
probability  an  amendment  of  the  Public 
Service  Act  will  be  necessitated. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  alterations 
suggested  by  the  Minister  and  his  colleagues 
may,  or  may  not,  receive  the  support  of 
honorable  members.  Certainly  the  Govern- 
ment cannot,  trust  to  have  their  proposals 
blindly  accepted,  as  many  of  their  measures 
have  been  in  the  past.  While  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  the  appointment  of  the 
Cabinet  Committee  as  a  means  of  allaying 
discontent  or  restoring  public  confidence,  I 
admit  that  it  is  very  much  a  matter  for 
Ministers  themselves  to  decide  upon.  I,  at 
all  events,  shall  do  my  best  to  bring  about 
a  suitable  inquiry  with  a  larger  scope,  and 
including  members  of  Parliament  of  all 
parties. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [12.25  a.m.].— I 
agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby  that  we  i^fi,%  j^Ofebfte 
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the  administratioii  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
grafA  Department.  When  the  Gov^nment 
saw  that  I  had  put  a  notice  on  the  business- 
paper  for  the  appointment  of  a  Rc^al  Com- 
mission of  inquiry,  I  think  it  was  a  rather 
mean  trick  on  their  part  to  avoid  full  and 
impartial  investigaticm  by  appointing  a 
Cabinet  Ccxnmittee.  I  am  satisfied  that  a 
number  of  the  matters  that  require  to  be 
looked  into  relate  to  Ministerial  acts.  I 
do  not  think  that  a  Committee  appointed 
to  judge  its  own  acts  will  appeal  to 
honorable  members.  There  are  one  or  two 
matters  which  I  wish  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Postmaster- G«ieral,  and 
which  require  his  attention.  I  have,  on 
several  occasions,  had  to  complaih  of  the 
dilatoriness  of  the  Department  in  reply- 
ing to  correspondence.  Latterly,  as  the  re- 
sult of  c(»nplaints  made  some  time  ago, 
communications  have  been  acknowledged  on 
a  printed  form,  but  in  many  instances  that 
is  all  that  one  hears  about  a  matter,  unless 
one  writes  again  or  interviews  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General.  I  have  received  corre- 
spondence— perhaps  frcHn  a  member  of  the 
Council,  of  the  local  Progress  Association — 
relating  to  some  postal  matter.  I  have  for- 
warded it  to  the  Department.  It  has  been 
acknowledged.  Perhaps  I  have  lost  sight  of 
the  matter  fcH-  sane  mcmths.  But,  on  receipt 
of  another  letter  from  the  perstms  interested, 
J  have  looked  into  the  case  again,  and 
found  that  the  Department  has  done  noth- 
ing in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Can  the  honorable  mem- 
ber give  a  specific  case  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  have  brought 
specific  cases  under  the  Minister's  notice. 

Mr.  Mauger. — And  I  have  given  rea- 
sons in  every  instance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— But  not  satisfactory 
ones.  For  a  time  there  was  an  improve- 
ment, but  then  the  Department  fell  back 
into  the  old  state  of  neglect.  Here  is  a 
specific  instance  which  has  been  brought 
under  my  notify  to-day.  It  is  in  con- 
nexion  with  such  a  simple  matter  as  the 
crectifHi  of  a  pillar-box.  A  request  was 
sent  in  from  the  Progress  Association  for 
the  erection  of  a  pillar-box  at  Wanstead. 
An  inspector  was  sent  out  and  reported 
favorably  upon  the  request. 

Mr.  Saluon. — An  ordinary  letter  carrier 
might  report  upon  a  matter  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so;  but  I  am 
showing  the  red-tape  method  adopted  by  the 
Department  even  in  such  a  simple  matter. 
After  a  time  a  notification  was  received  that 
the  ^natter  had  been  approved,  and  that  a 
[3643—2 


receiver  would  be  erected  immediately. 
Some  weeks  went  by,  and  then  the  Depart- 
ment zecdved  another  reminder  that  the  box 
had  not  yet  been  erected.  That  necessitated 
another  visit  to  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General  to  ascertain  the  re<asOT  for  the  delay. 
Further  reports  followed  from  the  officers, 
and  later  on  advice  was  received  that 
the  matter  would  be  attended  to  imme- 
diately. But  only  to-day  I  have  received  a 
letter  which  shoivs  that  the  matter  which 
months  ago  was  to  be  attended  to  imme- 
diately has  not  yet  been  dealt  with.  The 
Postmaster-General  asked  me  for  a  specific 
instance  of  the  delays  to  which  I  referred, 
and  I  have  given  oae.  It  is  such  cases  as 
this  which  bring  upon  the  Department  de- 
served  public  discredit.  I  hope  the  Post- 
master-General will  inquire  into  the  un- 
necessary delay  to  which  I  refer. 

Mr.  SALMON.-:-The  pillar-box  might  have 
been  erected  in  much  less  time  than  was 
occupied  in  writing  the  correspondence  con- 
nected with  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  so,  and  the 
Committee  must  recognise  the  irritation 
caused  by  these  delays,  and  the  trouble  to 
which  honorable  members  are  put,  in  hav- 
ing to  make  repeated  visits  to  the  authori- 
ties, and  to  write  numerous  letters  about 
such  ccxnparatively  trivial  things  when 
their  time  is  already  fully  occupied 
with  other  public  matters.  These  small 
matters,  however,  are  imp(»tant  to  the  , 
people  immediately  ocxicerned.  Another 
matter  which  I  have  tried  time  after 
time,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  have 
dealt  with,  is  the  practice  followed 
in  retaining  the  radius  from  the  metro- 
polis fixed  for  the  application  of  penny 
postage,  so  far  as  New  South  Wales 
IS  concerned.  I  have  had  many  applica- 
tions to  deal  with  the  matter  from  people 
residing  just  outside  the  area  to  which 
penny  postage  is  extended.  We  can  quite 
understand  that  scane  time  ago  it  was  rea- 
sonable to  restrict  the  penny-postage  area, 
but  it  ought  to  be  understood  also  that 
from  time  to  time,  as  population  on  the 
boundaries  of  the  area  increases,  they 
should  be  extended.  Under  existing  condi- 
ti(xis,  people  CHI  one  side  of  a  street  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  penny  postage,  whilst 
people  on  the  other  side  of  the  same  street 
have  to  pay  2d.  for  the  same  service. 

Mr.  Page. — There  must  be  some  boun- 
dary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON. — Yes;  but,  as  popula- 
tion increases  on  the  boundar\-,  there  should 
be  some  elasticity  in  tha  ^egulatians  which 
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would  permit  of  an  extensitm  of  the  boun- 
dary ;  so  that,  at  least,  people  who  live 
on  different  sides  of  the  same  road  or 
street  should  not  be  treated  differently  in 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Page. — I  could  instance  the  case  of 
1  telegram  being  delivered  free  to  a  person 
on  one  side  of  a  street  and  a  charge  of  6d. 
made  for  the  delivery  of  a  telegram  to  a 
person  on  the  other  side  of  the  street. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Does  not  that  show 
the  necessity  for  an  amendment  of  the  re- 
gulations governing  these  matters,  or  of 
the  Postal  Act  itself? 

Mr.  Page. — If  the  boundary  is  extended 
some  one  else  will  be  dissatisfied. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— There  should  be  a 
certain  discretion  left  to  the  heads  of  De- 
partments to  meet  cases  of  this  kind.  In 
:nv  constituency,  Audlev,  Lily  Filly,  and 
Port  Hacking  are  just  outside  the  penny- 
postage  boundary,  but  in  the  last  few  years 
a  large  population  has  settled  in  those 
districts,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
.here  will  soon  be  as  lar{;e  a  population 
just  outside  the  boundary  as  there 
is  just  inside  it.  Does  not  the  Post- 
master-General think  that,  in  order  to 
.neet  cases  of  that  kind,  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  there  should  be  an  amendment 
of  the  Postal  Act,  if  that  be  necessary,,  in 
order  to  meet  the  needs  of  population 
settled  just  outside  the  present  limits  of  the 
[)enny- postage  areas.  The  only  other  mat- 
ter to  which  I  wish  to  draw  attention  at 
present  is  the  question  of  time  in  lieu  of 
money  for  Sunday  services.  In  Victoria 
and,  I  think,  in  South  Australia  time  and 
3  half  is  given  for  Sundav  work.  But  that 
is  not  done  in  New  South  Wales.  I  pro- 
pose to  quote  an  extract  fiom  a  letter  which 
describes  very  briefly  what  is  done  there — 

There  are  about  eighteen  or  oineteea  mea  ia 
the  head  ofiSce  who  perform  night  duty  regu- 
larly, who  have  to  be  given  a  night  off  prior  to 
Sundays,  and  consequently  the  night  staff  has 
two  or  three  men  of  the  regular  staff  off  every 
night  in  the  week, 

Mr.  Mauger.— We  took  steps  only  to- 
day to  have  that  altered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  the  Minister  tells 
me  that  that  is  going  to  be  altered  I  will  not 
read  any  more. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Does  the  Post- 
master-General intend  to  bring  the  Sydney 
practice  into  line  with  Melbourne  practice  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— What  I  have  stated 
applies  generally  to  those  unfortunate  people 
in  the  service. 


Mr.  Mauges. — ^They  have  what  they  call 
a  perpetual  roster,  and  they  also  ptit  one 
man  off  so  as  to  equalize  their  night  work. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— And  leave  the  staff 
short  in  order  to  do  it.  As  the  Minister 
tells  me  that  that  is  going  to  be  remedied,  I 
shall  take  up  no  further  time. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribyrnong— Postmas- 
ter-General) [12.41  a.m.].— The  question  of 
age  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  and  complex 
(KKf  and  the  Department  has  felt  that  to 
apply  a  hard-and-fast  rule  would  be  a 
great  mistake.  There  are  cases  of  men 
physically  and  mentally  quite  capable,  and 
to  discharge  them  when  they  are  doing 
good  work  is  not  right.  There  ought  to  be 
uniformifcy.  The  Public  Service  Act  will 
have  to  be  amended  in  several  directions. 

Mr.  Page. — ^There  was  never  a  Go- 
vernment yet  that  was  game  to  tinker  with 
tliat  Act. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— What  we  propose  to 
do  will  not  be  tinkering. 

Mr.  Fishes. — Can  the  Minister  indicate 
what  the  Goverranent  are  ^ng  W  do? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  cannot  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Is  there  a  feeling 
amongst  some  of  the  members  of  the  Min- 
istry that  the  Public  Service  Commissioner 
is  docxned? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  never  heard 
that  feeling  expressed  in  *the  faintest  de- 
gree. 

Sir  Wiluah  Lyne. — ^There  is  no  such 
feeling. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  heard  most 
loyal  support  given  to  him,  and  I  have 
heard  in  the  Ministry  expressions  of  opin- 
ioa  that  amendments  are  needed  in  the 
Public  Service  Act  in  the  interests  of  the 
service  and  of  the  Cc^nmissiwier. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — ^The  Commis- 
sicMier  desires  amendments. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  another  mat- 
ter altogether.  They  will  receive  ocnsid- 
eration. 

Mr,  Page. — The  Government  are  not 

game  to  do  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  think  it  will  be 
found  that  we  are.  With  regard  to  the 
setting  out  of  the  financial  position  of 
each  post-oflice  in  the  Ccwmnonwealth,  that 
has  already  been  done,  and  the  papers  will 
be  available  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Thouas, — Wha!t  about  the  toll  sys- 
tem and  flat  rate? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  too  big  a 
question  to  deal  with  to-night.  . 
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Mr.  Thomas. — What  is  the  Minister 
going  to  do? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  going  to  con- 
sider the  matter.  The  b(xiOTable  member 
should  not  expect  me  to  say  right  oS  what 
I  am  going  to  do  on  such  a  great  question. 

Mr.  Thomas.  —  Surely  the  honorable 
member  has  been  thinking  over  it? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  been  thinking 
over  a  good  many  things,  including  that 
big  one.  I  could  not  promise  definitely 
to-night  to  make  such  a  far-reaching 
thange  as  to  put  everybody  on  the  toll  sys- 
tem at  once.  .  An  extra  inspects  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Estimates,  and  the  dis- 
tricts are  to  be  re-allotted  so  as  to  prevent 
the  ancmialy  that  the  honorable  member 
pointed  out. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  about  the  penny 
postage  radius? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  a  matter  that 
must  be  amended  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  about  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Postal  Act  to  do  it  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — There  is  no  chance  of 
that  this  session.  In  regard  to  stamps, 
the  Stamp  Committee  presented  their  re- 
port, which  will  be  dealt  with,  but  there 
can  be  no  change  until  the  expiration  of  the 
Braddon  sectioi, 

Mr.  Thohas. — What  has  the  Braddon 
section  to  do  with  it? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Braddon  section 
^nd  the  financial  arrangements  have  every- 
thing to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  could  understand  the 
bookkeeping  section  affecting  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  refer  to  both.  We 
are  quite  prepared  to  submit  proposals  in 
regard  to  a  uniform  stamp. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [12.47  a-m.]. 
— Has  the  Minister,  as  Postmaster-General, 
or  have  the  Govenunent  as  a  Government, 
given  any  consideraticm  to  the  request  that 
during  the  period  intervening  before  Uie 
new  mail  contract  with  the  Onent  C<Hnpany 
takes  effect  the  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth should  pay  the  extra  amount  which 
has  to  be  paid  at  present  by  the  Government 
of  the  State  of  Queensland  to  enable  the 
mail  steamers  to  go  to  Brisbane? 

Mr.  Frazer. — Did  not  the  House  decide 
that  in  the  negative  on  an  am^dment  to 
test  the  question  ? 

Mr.  FISHER.— Na  That  test  vote  ap- 
plied to  the  new  contract.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  old  contract,  which  is  now  practi- 
cally on  the  same  basis  as  the  new  con- 
t  tract,  to  come  into  operation  in  1 9 1 o. 
The  interim  contract  contains  practically 


the  same  randitions  in  regard  to  the 
carriage  of  mails  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  that  being  so,  the  differ- 
ence in  cost  during  the  interregnum  ought  to 
be  borne  by  the  ConmMxiwealth  Government. 

Mr.  Frazeb.' — I  do  not  think  it  ought  to 
be. 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  have  the;  greatest  re- 
spect for  the  honcvable  member's  (pinion, 
but  after  all  Queensland  is  the  only  State 
which  has  to  make  the  payment,  although 
temporarily  it  applies  also  to  Tasmania.  Of 
course  nothing  can  be  dcme  except  by  the 
will  of  ParliamMit,  but  at  present  the 
Queensland  State  Government  are  paying 
the  extra  subsidy,  because  they  could  do  no 
better.  Any  one  examining  the  matter  free 
from  prejudice  must  see  that  it  is  fair  that 
the  C<xnmonweaIth  Government  should  pay, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  every  State 
should  have  a  share  in  the  mail  service,  and 
that  the  service  which -is  being  carried  on 
in  the  interval  has  all  the  restrictions  con- 
tained in  the  new  contract.  I  hope  that  the 
Postmaster-General  and  the  Treasurer  will 
consider  this  matter  before  the  final  set  of 
Estimates  is  dealt  with. 

Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [12.50  a.m.].— 
I  regret  very  much  the  answer  given  by  the 
Postmaster-General  regarding  the  installa- 
tion of  the  telephone  toll  system.  It  seems 
to  me,  from  his  answer,  that  he  has  not  yet 
discussed  whether  any  step  in  that  direc- 
tion is  to  be  taken.  It  practically  means 
that  nothing  has  been  drae  in  the  Depart- 
ment, and  that  its  policy  is  to  allow  things 
to  drift.  I  did  not  expect  him  to  say  to- 
night that  he  intended  to  introduce  the  toll 
system  to-morrow.  But  I  certainly  ex- 
pected him  to  say  whether  it  was  intended 
to  take  any  step  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  no  doubt  that 
it  will  come  to  the  toll  system. 

Mr.  THOMAS.—Has  the  Minister  no 
idea  as  to  the  time  when  it  will  be  estab- 
lished? For  instance,  will  it  be  done  in 
six  months,  or  twelve  years,  or  fifty  years? 
Perhaps  he  will  tell  us  that  it  cannot  be 
done  until  the  expiration  of  the  Braddon 
section.  I  do  not  intend  to  support  the  pro- 
posal before  the  Committee;  but  had  the 
salary  of  the  Minister  been  under  review, 
the  probability  is  that  I  should  have  been 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  it,  be- 
cause I  feel  that  the  matter  of  the  toll 
system  has  not  been  discussed  by  him. 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  has  been. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  feel  that  the  de- 
liberate intention  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man is  to  allow  things  to  remain  just  as 
they  are.  ^  , 
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Mr.  Mauger. — No. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Then  the  honorable 
gentleman  should  have  given  us  a  more 
emphatic  answer  than  he  did. 

Mr.  Maugeb. — I  could  not  state  the  exact 
time  when  it  will  be  done. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man did  not  say  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Ministry  ultimately  to  bring  all 
telephones  under  the  toll  system.  Am  1 
to  understand  now  that  that  is  the  inten- 
tion? 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  my  intention  to  re- 
commend that. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  Cabinet  has  not 
even  come  to  a  det^mination  on  that 
point? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Decidedly  not. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man has  not  even  reccmunended  that  to  the 
Cabinet? 

Mr.  Mauger. — No. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Can  the  honorable 
gentleman  say  when  he  will  recommend  it 
to  the  Cabinet? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Na 

Mr.  THOMAS.^Do  I  understand  that, 
personally,  the  Minister  is  in  favour  of 
everybody  coming  under  the  toll  system  ? 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  am  sure  that  that  must 
come. 

Mr.  THOMAS. — ^That  is  something 
gained,  but  not  much.  I  do  not  intend  to 
support  the  amendment,  but  it  is  my  in- 
tuition to  bring  this  questitm  of  the  toll 
system  befwe  the  Chamber  again  and 
again,  because  it  is  manifestly  imjust  to 
compel  some  persons  to  come  under  the  toll 
system  and  to  give  the  greater  advantages 
of  the  flat-rate  system  to  others. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [12.55  a-m.]. 
— ^A  little  time  ago  I,  as  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party,  was  waited  upon  by  a  num- 
ber of  men  who  had  been  empl(^'ed  by  the 
Department  in  dressing  telegraph  poles,  and 
who,  by  some  act  of  the  Department,  or  the 
Public  Service  Commissi(Hier,  had  been  de- 
prived of  wcffk  to  which  they,  considered 
they  were  entitled.  I  think  that  they  men- 
tlcxied  that,  owing  to  some  act  of  the 
Minister,  they  could  no  longer  be  employed 
in  that  way.  I  have  already  mentioned  the 
matter  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  If  I 
remember  aright  all  these  men  were  trades- 
men, who  were  employed  at  iqs.  a  day, 
until  it  was  discovered  by  the  Commissioner 
or  the  Department  that  they  could 
younger  persons  to  do  the  work  at  a  cheaper 
rate.    X  should  like  the  Minister  to  state 


whether  there  is  any  likelihood  of  these 
elderly  persons  being  employed  again  oa 
the  work. 

Mr,  MAUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
master-General)  [12.56  a.m.]. — The  men 
to  whom  the  hoiKHrable  member  has 
alluded  were  temporary  employ^  in 
the  pole-yard.  Ait&c  representations  were 
made  to  various  Ministers,  that  they 
ought  to  be  paid  the  rate  of  skilled  laboui, 
namely,  los.  a  day,  I  made  a  minute  in 
regard  to  their  payment,  and  also  the  pay- 
ment of  temporary  telephone  6ttKs.  1 
directed  that  the  ruling  rate  putside  should 
be  paid  inside  the  Department  to  temporary 
labourers  over  whom  I  had  control.  That 
was  the  order  I  issued,  after  the  men  had 
irrportuned  me  quite  a  number  of  times, 
because  I  felt  that  th«r  request  was  a 
right  one.  Afterwards  I  had  a  converia- 
tion  with  the  Conmiissioaer,  who  is  stnxigly 
ef  opinion  that  the  wOTk  is  classified  too 
highly  at  los.  a  day.  His  officers  zgr*te 
with  him  that  8s.  or  8s.  6d.  a  day  is 
enough.  He  is  doing  what  he  has  the  right 
Ui  do  under  the'  Public  Service  Act.  He  is 
appointing  permanent  officers  to  perform  the 
work  at  the  rate  which  he  has  fixed,  and 
over  which  I  have  no  oxit^l.  He  con- 
siders that  the  public  will  be  better  served 
by  permanent  employes,  that  the  rate 
which  be  has  adopted  is  ample,  and  ^at 
the  people  who  have  been  receiving-  tem- 
porary employment  have  been  well  treated. 

Question — ^That  the  item  "  Secretair, 
;^i,ooo  '*  be  reduced  by  jQi — ^put.  The 
Ccxnmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


II 
16 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Browo,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
CalU,  J.  H. 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 


Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J, 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Wisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahoo,  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
Page,  J. 


Ayes. 


Mathews,  J. 
Poyoton,  A. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 

Tellers  ■ 
Hutchison,  T. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


NOKS. 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  U.  H. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Amendment  negatived.^  t 
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Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [1.4 

a.m.]. — I  move- 
That  the  item  "Assistant  SecrcUry,  jCt^o"  be 

reduced  by  £u 

I  do  this,  not  because  I  think  that  the  c^Soer 
filling  the  position  is  overpaid,  but  because 
I  think  that  the  Government  should  have 
respected  the  recommendaticn  of  the  Public 
Service  Commissiwier,  and,  if  necessary, 
increased  the  maximum  salary  attainable  by 
o65cers  in  the  clerical  division,  so  that  other 
officers  similarly  situated  might  be  treated 
in  the  same  way.  I  also  wish  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  centralizati<xi  of  routine 
business  in  the  head  office  in  Melbourne, 
when  it  could  be  done  more  eflFectually  in 
^  capitals  of  the  States,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Deputy  Postnoasters-Goieral. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

DiWsion  190  {New  South  Wales), 
^^976,964 ;  division  191  (Victoria), 
^1^684, 153 ;  division  192  (Queensland), 
;^446,225;  division  193  (South  Australia) 
jQz62,6?,i^ ;  division  194  (Western  Aus- 
tralia), ;^288,799;  and  divisiwi  195  (Tas- 
mania), ^^136,079,  agreed  to. 

Resoluti<His  reported. 

Motion  ^y  Sir  Wilzjah  Lyne)  agreed 
to — 

That  the  Staading  Orders  be  suspended  in 

order  to  allow  the  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Soppl)'  to  be  adopted,  and  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  1907-8  to  be  passed  through  alt  its 
stages  without  delay. 

Resolutions  adopted. 
Resolution  of  Ways  and  Means,  covering 
resoluticHis  of  Supply,  adopted. 
Ordered — 

That  Sir  William  Lyne  and  Mr.  Mauger  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Bill  presented  by  Sir  William  Lyne, 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

House  adjourned  at  t.i3  a.m.  (Wednesday). 


Senate. 

Wednesday,  8  April,  igo8. 


The  Presipent  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 
Senator  VARDON  presented  a  petition 
from_  loi  producers  in  South  Australia 
praying  the  Senate  to  reduce  the  standard 
of  flash  of  kerosene  oil  to  73  deg.  Fahre- 
neit. 

Petition  received  and  read. 


Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[^-S^il- — As  the  probability  that  the 
matter  will  be  again  before  the  Senate — 
in  which  event  I  desire  to  take  action — I 
move — 
That  the  petition  be  printed. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[2.33]. — Whenever  it  was  proposed  to  print 
any  document  of  this  sort,  relating  to  the 
Tariff^  I  opposed  the  proposal,  and,  there- 
fore, I  intend  to  vote  against  this  moti<Hi. 

The  PRESIDENT.  —  According  to 
standing  order  92 — 

No  senator  shall  move  that  a  petition  be 
printed  unless  he  intends  to  take  action  upon 
it  and  informs  the  Senate  thereof. 

I  understood  the  hmorable  soiator  to  state 
that  he  intended  to  take  actifHi  upon  the 
petition  when  the  matter  again  came  before 
the  Senate. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2.34]. — I  desire  to  point  out  that 
a  short  time  ago  I  made  a  similar  state- 
ment, and  that  the  Senate  ■ 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  point 
oat  to  the  honorable  senator  that  at  the 
present  time  that  matter  is  not  open  to  dis- 
cussion. It  is  not  ,a  questim  as  to  Whe- 
ther the  ruling  on  that  occasicm  was  cor- 
rect or  not. 

Sena'tor  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  not 
challenging  the  ruling. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

SHIPS'  STORES. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  desire  to  ask 

the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, without  notice,  the  following  ques- 
tions— 

I.  What  is  ^e  total  amount  of  the  revenue 
collected  from  ships'  stores  from  8th  October, 
1901,  to  the  end  of  1907? 

a.  Out  of  such  total  what  amounts  have  been 
credited  to  the  respective  States — State  by 
State? 

Senator  BEST.— The  honorable  senator 
was  good  enough  to  give  me  potice  of  his 
intenticm  to  ask  these  questions,  and  there- 
fore I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  re- 
plies thereto  are  as  follow — 

1.  ^^133,460  IIS.  lod. 

2.  New  South  Wales,  ^fjS.Sis  las.  ad.;  Vic- 
toria, ;^a3,9-6  8s.  lod. ;  Queensland,  ;£lo,859 
6s.  id.;  South  Australia,  ;^2i,o8i  igs.  9d. ; 
Western  Australia,  /34,68i  7s.;  Tasmania, 
jf4,047  i8s.     Total,  j6i33t4^  i>8-  lod. 

NAVAL  AGREEMENT :  EXCHANGE. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Referring  to 
the  table  given  on  page  54  of  th9  Budget 
papers,  I  desire  to  ask  the  V^gPfesident 
of  the  Executive  Council,  without  notice. 
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     (  ;  


whether  the  words  at  the  head  theieofi 
"  Including  Exchange,"  mean  that  any 
charge  for  exchange  is  deducted  from  tire 
;^2oo,ooo  paid  to  the  Imperial  Government 
under  the  Naval  Agreement,  and,  if  so, 
how  much? 

Soiator  BEST. — No  exchange  is  de- 
ducted. 

EASTER  ADJOURNMENT. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  beg  to  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, without  notice,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  palpable  impossibility  of  completing 
the  work  now  beiore  the  Chamber  prior  to 
Easter,  it  is  intended  to  permit  honorable 
senators  to  have  an  Easier  adjournment, 
*.nd,  if  so,  when  and  for  how  lOTg? 

Senator  BEST. — At  the  present  moment 
I  am  hardly  in  a  position  to  make  a  defi- 
nite reply  to  my  honorable  friend.  The 
prospect  is  that  we  shall  have  the  Capital 
Site  Bill  here  for  ccmsiderati<»i  on  Friday 
next. 

Senator  Millen. — What  about  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates? 

Senator  BEST. — I  hope  to  have  the 
Additional  or  Supplementary  Estimates 
here  by  to-morrow,  and  perhaps  honorable 
senators  may  see  their  way  to  finish  the 
consideration  of  the  Estimates  by  to-mor- 
row night. 

Senator  Sir  JosiAk  Symon. — To-night. 

Senator  BEST.— I  hope  so,  indeed. 

Senator  Stewart. — ^The  money  has  all 
been  spent. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — It  is  not 
worth  while  to  bring  the  Estimates  before 
the  Senate  at  all.  ' 

Senator  BEST. — I  will  not  say  that  I 
should  not  like  to  have  the  Estimates  and, 
if  possible,  the  Additional  Estimates  put 
through  by  to-morrow  night.  1  hope  to 
leceive  the  Capital  Site  Bill  on  Friday 
next,  but,  perhaps,  I  may  be  able  to  make 
a  more  definite  announconent  to  morrow. 

POST  OFFICE :  STOCKWELL. 

Senator  STORY.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  representing  the  Postmaster-GCTe- 
ral,  without  notice,  some  questions  arising 
out  of  the  following  complaint  from  Stock- 
well,  which  appeared  in  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Advertiser  of  Saturday  last — 

Tbe  local  post-office  has  again  had  a  change 
of  officer.  Miss  Carter  has  lesigned  from  the 
service,  and  her  place  is  being  filled  tem- 
porarilv  by  Miss  Dunslan.  It  is  proposed  to 
mnke  this  a  telephone  ofHce  and  connect  it  with 
Nuriootpa,  whence  messages  will  be  transmitted. 
As  a  result  of  the  adoption  of  a  system  of 


making  the  small  country  townships  show  a 

credit  balance  every  year,  the  residents  are 
being  subjected  to  irritating  inconveniences. 
Telegrams  must  wait  till  they  are  called  for, 
&c.  Members  of  the  Commonwealth  Pailia- 
ment  talk  about  living  wages  and  minimum 
salaries  to  boys  and  labourexSi  and  yet  they 
allow  post-offices  in  the  country  to  be  taken  at 
£^o  a  year.  Tbe  lady  who  resigned  did  the 
work  for  £vt,  and  presumably  the  next  one  will 
only  get  Steps  are  being  taken  to  call 

a  public  meeting  to  protest  against  this  out< 
rageous  policy. 

Will  the  Minister  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  as  to  whether  those  statements  are 
correct,  and,  if  so,  does  he  consider  it  de- 
sirable to  attempt  to  effect  some  improve- 
ment? 

Senator  KEATING.— My  attention  has 
not  jH^viously  been  directed  to  the  para- 
graph in  question,  but  if  the  honorable 
senator  will  be  good  enough  to  supply  me 
with  a  copy  of  it,  I  shall  have  inquiries 
made,  and  furnish  him  with  the  result  of 
them. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

Senator    PULSFORD.— Referring     to  . 
ipage  115  of  the  Budget  papers,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of   the  Executive 
Council,  without  notice,  the  following  ques- 
tions— 

1.  Where  are  the  Trust  moneys  named  therein 
deposited? 

2.  Are  they  earning  interest? 

3.  If  so,  what? 

Senator  BEST.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  senator's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  They  form  part  of  the  Public  Account, 
and  are  deposited  in  the  ordinary  banks. 

a  and  3.  ;^8,ooo  earns  interest  at  3^  per  cent., 
;£io,ooo  earns  interest  at  3  per  cent.,  and 
^£25,000  earns  interest  at  4  per  cent. 

SYDNEY  MAIL. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  beg  to  ask 
the  Minister  representing  the  P(»tmaster- 
General,  without  notice,  if  he  can  tell  the 
Senate  why  the  letter  bags  from  Sydney 
containing  correspondence  for  honorable 
senators,  and  I  supp<Be  for  a  great  many 
other  persons,  were  not  sent  on  to  Mel- 
bourne last  night?  Will  he  kindly  com- 
municate with  the  respcmsible  Minister,  if 
there  is  such  a  perscxi,  and  see  what  has 
become  of  an  important  batch  of  correspon- 
dence? 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  Minister  is  en- 
gaged at  the  present  time  in  inquiring  into 
th*?  working  of  his  Department. 

Senator  KEATING.— This  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  heard  of  the  matter.  I 
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shall  certainly  deem  it  my  duty  to  make 
immediate  inquiri^,  and,  possibly,  if  the 
matter  is  mentioned  at  a  later  hour,  I  may 
be  able  to  give  the  honorable  senator  the 
informatim  which  he  desires. 

INDIAN  REMOUNTS. 

Senator  MILLEN.— May  I  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
without  notice,  whether  he  is  yet  in  receipt 
of  information  relating  to  communications 
between  the  Commonwealth  Government 
and  the  Indian  Government  on  the  subject 
of  remounts? 

Senator  BEST. — No  reply  has  yet  been 
received  from  the  Indian  Government  in 
ans\ver  to  our  cable. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers  : — 

Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  35. — In  the  High 
Court  of  Austialia. — Rules  of  Court. 

Additional  Estimates  of  Expenditure  and 
Additional  Estimates  of  Expenditure  for  Addi- 
tions, New  Works,  Buildings,  &c.,  for  the  year 
ending  joth  June,  190S. 

Copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Commissioner 
for  Lands,  Papua,  for  the  month  of  February. 

NotificattoQ  respecting  Right  of  Carriage 
Way,  Battery  Site,  Mount  Nelson,  Tasmania. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 
Senator  MACFARLANE  asked  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Coimcil,  up0H 

noiiee — 

Will  he  lay  on  the  table  of  the  Senate  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Government  to  the  de- 
spatches from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  dated  November  and  December  last, 
regarding  the  Navigation  Bill,  which  the  Go* 
vernment  stated  on  the  24111  March  wat  in 
course  of  preparation? 

SenatOT  BEST.— The  reply  has  not  yet 
been  sent. 

SURTAX  ON  SUGAR. 

Senator  CHAT  AW  AY  asked  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  ufon 
notice — 

In  view  of  the  statement  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  Natal  that  his  Government  proposes  to 
bring  up  the  question  of  surtax  on  sugar  from 
Australia  at  the  Customs  Conference  in  Pre- 
toria in  April,  has  the  Government  taken  steps 
to  see  that  the  Australian  views  on  the  matter 
are  placed  fully  before  the  Conference  in 
answer  to  Natal  ? 

Senator  BEST.— The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable senator's  questiwi  is  as  fellows- 
Yes;  the  statement  of  tbe  case  in  the  Prime 
Minister's  letter  of  aSth  February  (copy  of 
which  has  already  been  laid  upon  the  table  of 
(he  Senate),  has  been  followed  up  by  a  cable- 
gram reading — 

"  Urge   that  question   of  surtax  on  Aus- 
tralian sugar  be  reconsidered  at  Customs 


Conference.  Not  Iwunty  fed  within  mean- 
ing Sugar  Convention.  Bouiity  paid 
to  individual  farmers  who  produce  cane 
with  white  labour  and  not  to  manufac- 
turers of  sugar.  See  third  paragraph 
Prime  Minister's  letter  28th  February 
to  Premiers  South  African  States." 

I  piay  add  that  this  cable  was  sent  to  the 

High  Commisaoner. 

Senator    Chataway.  —What    was  the 

date? 

Senator  BEST.— I  have  not  the  date, 
but  I  will  ascertain. 

MAJOR  DOVE, 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs,  upon  notice— 

.  5"*"^°*  *°  ****  return  recently  laid  on  the 
ta^le  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  cadet  staff 
officers— 

I.  Why  was  there  omitted  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  length  and  character  of 
the  military  services  of  Major  Dove, 
adjutant  of  the  New  South  Wales 
ca4et  staff,  the  following  .—(a)  3 
years'  service  in  Scottish  RiBes,  pri- 
vate  to  oolour-sergeant;  (i)  3  a-ia 
years  in  the  Mounted  Rifles,  trooper 
to  sergeant? 

a.  In  the  Remarks  column,  why  was  it 
stated  regarding  the  major  and  lieu- 
tenant that  *'  Both  these  officers'  duties 
are  similar,"  if  it  is  a  matter  of 
common  report  and  knowledge  that 
this  is  not  so? 

3.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  senior  officer  is 
charged  with  higher  responsibility, 
wid  exercises  higher  authority,  than 
wose  lunior  to  him? 

4-  U  it  not  a  fact  that  the  State  Com- 
mandant and  the  Chief  Staff  Office. 
New  South  Wales,  look  to  Major 
Dove,  and  hold  him  responsible  for 
all  matters  arising  in  the  local  cadet 
force,  and  in  the  staff  of  same? 

5.  Is  It  not  a  fact  that  the  salary  paid  by 

the  Commonwealth  to  Major  Dove,  as 
adjutant,  is  no  higher  than  that  pre- 
viously paid  to  the  ariU  sergeant, 
major  attached  to  the  corps? 

6.  Is  not  the  salary  paid  to  Major  Dove 

materially  less  than  that  stipulated 
in  the  Financial  Regulations  as  the 
pay  attaching  lo  officers  of  equal  rank 
on  the  Administrative  and  Instruc- 
tional Staff  of  the  Commonwealth 
Military  Service? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  answers  to 
the  honorable  senator's  qnestijns  are  as 
follow  

r.  The  records  at  head-quarters  only  give  the 
commissioned  service   of   Brevet-Major  Dove, 

°'  officers  belong  to  the  Instruc- 

tional Staff  of  the  Cadets,  and  their  duties  are 
set  forA  m  paragraph  53  of  the  Standing 
Orders  for  the  Commonwealth  Military  Forces, 
which  reads — 

(a)  Officers  of  the  Instructional  Staff  are 

attached  D^t„feji^;^065g*epi  for 
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imparting  instruction  in  drill,  tactics, 
discipline,  organization,  and  adminis- 
tration. They  are  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Brigadiers  to  whose  bri- 
gade they  are  attached.  They  will 
assist  the  Brigadiers  and  Command- 
ing Ofl5cers  in  the  administrative 
duties  connected  with  their  com- 
mands. They  are  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Brigadiers  and  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  various  bri- 
gades, regiments,  and  corps,  as  in- 
structors in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
term.  It  will  be  their  special  duty  to 
instruct  (and  assist)  the  Brigade  Ma- 
jors and  Adjutants  of  regiments  in 
their  administrative,  clerical,  and 
other  duties. 
(J)  Staff  officers  will  personally  impart 
practical  and  theoretical  instruction 
to  officers  of  the  units  to  which  they, 
belong.  They  will  exercise  constant 
supervision  over  warrant  and  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  Instruc- 
■tional  Staff. 
{c)  Officers  of  the  Instructional  Staff  are 
not  to  be  coosidered  as  available  for 
District  Suff  duty,  except  under  very 
special  circumstances,  and  Brigadiers 
and  Commanding  Officers  will  invari- 
ably be  consulted  beforehand  should 
the  Staff  Officers  be  required  €or 
duty  away  from  the  units  to  which 
they  are  attached. 
There  is  no  knowledge  at  head-quarters  that 
any  departure  has  been  made  from  this. 

3.  From  a  general  point  of  view,  yes ;  but 
similar  duties  are  allotted  to  all  officers  of  the 
Instructional  Staff,  irrespective  of  rank  (vide 
standing  order  above  quoted). 

4.  There  is  a  Commanding  Officer  of  Cadets 
in  New  South  Wales  who  alone  is  responsible 
to  the  Commandant  for  all  matters  "  arising 
in  the  local  cfidet  force,  and  in  -the  staff  01 
wme."  .    ^  , 

5.  No.  From  a  communication  received  from 
the  District  Commandant,  New  South  Wales, 
the  State  Education  Department  employed  three 
non-commissioned  officers — instructors — vii.  : — 

I  at  a  salary  of  £3^5  p"  annum. 

3  at  a  salary  of  £200  per  annum. 
Brevet-Major  Dove  received  £32$  per  annum 
as  Adjutant  of  Cadets  under  the  Education  De- 
partment  of  New  Soutii  Wales.  On  appoint- 
ment to  the  Commonwealth  fie  received  /250 
per  annum,  and  provision  is  made  for  payment 
to  him  at  the  rate  of  ^275  per  annum  from  ist 
May  next. 

6.  Brevet-Major  Dove's  substantive  rank  is 
that  of  captain,  and  the  minimum  salary  al- 
lotted to  a  captain  of  the  Instructional  Staff 
is  £375  per  annum;  but  when  the  officers  who 
were  previously  employed  by  State  Govern- 
ments were  appointed  to  the  Cadet  Administra- 
tive and  Instructional  Staff  in  i()o6,  the  arrange- 
ment (fully  understood  by  the  officers  con- 
cerned), was  that  they  should  receive  the  same 
salary  as  that  paid  by  the  State  Governments, 
or  not  less  than  £250  per  annum,  i.e.,  (he 
minimum  pay  of  a  lieutenant  on  "the  Adminis- 
trative and  Instructional  Staff,  with  increments 
in  accordance  with  regulations.  All  first  ap- 
pointments to  the  Administrative  and  Instruc- 
tional Staff  of  the  Commonwealth  are  to  the 

Senator  Keating. 


rank  of  lieutenant,  but  as  Brevet-Major  Dove 
was  permanently  employed  under  the  State 
Education  Department  of  New  South  Wales 
he  was  permitted  to  retain  the  higher  rank. 
As  stated  in  (5}  Brevet-Major  Dove  has  re- 
ceived £25  per  annum  more  than  previously 
paid  by  the  State  Government,  and  from  itl 
May,  1908,  the  increase  will  be  ^£50  per  an- 
num. 

Senator  Coloiel  NEILD. — Arising  out 
of  the  Minist^'s  answer,  I  to  ask  him 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that  (^cers  in  other 
States  discharging  similar  duties  are  re- 
ceiving salaries  of  j£400  per  annum  ?  I 
should  also  like  to  know  whether  the  answer 
which  the  Minister  has  given  is  to  be  under- 
stood as  a  contracting  outside  the  law  as 
laid  down  in  the  regulations  under  the  Act? 

Senator  KEATING.— In  reply  to  the 
honorable  senator,  I  may  say  that  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  circumstances  to  which  he 
has  referred  by  way  of  onnparison — that 
is  to  say,  the  circumstances  that  may  pre- 
vail in  other  States.  I  promised  the  hon- 
orable senator  on  a  previous  occasion  that 
I  would  personally  undertake  the  obliga- 
tion of  seeing  that  this  particular  officer, 
and  I  think  some  other  officers  also,  got 
everything'  to  which  they  were  entitled  un- 
der the  law.  I  do  not  quote  exactly  the 
words  of  my  promise,  but  the  honOTable 
senator  was  good  enough  to  frame  a  re- 
quest in  his  own  wwds,  and  as  I  remem- 
ber them  they  were  that  I  would  see  that 
the  officers  got  everything  to  whidi  they 
were  legally  entitled.  I  have  brought  t^ 
matter  under  die  notice  of  my  colleague, 
the  Minister  of  Defoice,  who  has  given 
personal  consideration  to  it,  and  to  the 
questions  which  Senator  Neild  has  asked^ 
and  to  which  replies  have  been  given  to- 
day. The  replies  also  have  had  the  per- 
.sonal  supervision  and  attention  of  my  col- 
league. If  the  honorable  senates-  will  re- 
peat the  further  question  that  he  has  asked" 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  get  for  him  all  the 
information  that  1  can  obtain.  I  can  as- 
sure him  that  my  colleague  is  desirous  that 
the  officers  shall  recdve  all  that  they  are 
entitled  to  get.  There  is  no  dispositim 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
deny  to  them  any  rights  whatever. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Is  not  the 
Minister  aware  that  he  has  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  Senate  a  return,  which  has 
been  printed,  showing  that  the  staff  c^Scer 
for  cadets  in  Victoria,  where  the  forc^  are 
similar  in  strength  to  those  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  staff  officer  in  TVestem 
Australia,  where  the  cadet  forces  ace  i.^oo 
as  compared  witlb,gi7^(5o^^eSoutl* 
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Wales,  each  receive  salaries  of  j£a^  per 
annum ;  whilst  in  one  State  the  officer 
who,  according  to  the  return,  has  quali- 
fied for  no  military  rank  whatever,  is  dis- 
charging these  duties? 

Senator  KEATING.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able senator  to  be  kind  enough  to  give 
notice  of  bis  question.  He  will  be  aware 
that  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with 
the  details  to  which  he  has  referred.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  obtain  for  him  the  in- 
formation which  he  desires,  and  to  fulfil 
the  promise  which  I  have  already  made 
that  whatever  is  due  by  law  to  the  officers 
conrerned  they  will  receive. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  give  the 
Minister  notice  that  I  will  bring  the  matter 
forward  on  the  Appropriation  Bill.  Per- 
haps he  will  make  a  nbte  of  it. 

CARTRIDGE  BLANKS. 

Senator  PEARCE  asked  the  Minister  re- 
presenting the  Minister  of  Defence,  ufon 
notice — 

I.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  manufacture  of 
cartridge  "  blanks "  is  not  entirely  or  mainly 
one  of  chemical  science,  but  is  one  largely  of 
mechanical  science? 

a.  Will  the  Minister  consider  the  advisability 
of  getting  reports  on  the  feasibility  and  advisa- 
bility of  carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  cart- 
ridge "blanks"  conjointly  with  the  coinage  of 
silver  from  mechanical  engineers  of  high  re- 
pute in  addition  to  that  being  supplied  by  Mr. 
Hake,  the  chemical  adviser  to  the  Defence  De- 
partment ? 

Senator  KEATING.— In  reply  to  the 
honorable  senator — 

t.  Physics,  chemistry,  and  mechanics  are  in- 
•cluded  in  the  question. 

a.  Yei. 

PRINTING  COMMITTEE. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Hendekson)  agreed 


to— 

That  the  report  from  the  Printing  Commit- 
-tee  presented  to  the  Senafe  on  and  April,  1908, 

be  adopted. 

PRIVILEGE:  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  PROCEDURE. 
The  PRESIDENT  reported  the  receipt 
of  the  following  message  from  the  House  of 

.  Representatives : — 

Mr.  President, 

The  House  of  Representatives  transmits  to 
the  Senate  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 

this  day  agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives : — 

(i)  That  the  Select  Committee  of  this  House, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  procedure  in  cases  of  breach  of 
privilege,  be  empowered,  jointly 
with  the  Select  Committee  similarly 


appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  any  recent  alle- 
gations reflecting  upon  Parliament  or 
any  of  the  members  thereof,  and 
for  such  purposes  to  exercise  all  such 
powers  as  have  been  conferred  by 
this  House. 

(2)  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
asking  it  to  similaily  empower  the 
Committee  appointed  by  it  so  as  to 
enable  it  to  act  jointly  in  these  in- 
quiries with  the  Committee  of  this 
House. 

The  House  of  Representatives  requests  the 
Senate  to  empower  the  Committee  accordingly. 

F.  W.  HOLDER, 

Speaker. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Melbourne,  and  April,  190S. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [2.58]. — Under 
the  terms  of  the  Standing  Orders,  and  par- 
ticularly in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  mat- 
ter referred  to  in  the  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  already  been 
discussed  by  the  Senate,  and  that  what  I 
propose  to  do  in  connexion  with  it  will  be 
in  all  probability  regarded  as  purely  for- 
mal, I  ask  that,  by  leave,  the  message  may 
be  dealt  with  at  oncel 

Leave  granted. 

Senator  BEST.— I  move— 

1.  That  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  pio- 
cedure  in  cases  of  breach  of  privilege  be  em- 
powered, jointly  with  the  Select  Committee 
similarly  appointed  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, 'to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  any  re- 
cent allegations  reflecting  upon  Parliament  or 
any  of  the  members  thereof,  and  for  such  pur- 
poses to  exercise  all  such  powers  as  have  been 
conferred  by  this  Senate. 

2.  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  conveying  the  above  resolution. 

This  matter  was  very  fully  dealt  with,  as 
honorable  senators  are  aware,  when  the 
Select  Committee  was  appointed.  Repre- 
sentation* were  subsequently  made  else- 
where, and  it  was  decided  by  the  Govern- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  the  strongly  expressed 
wish  of  honmable  members  of  botii  Cham- 
bers, that  reflectic»is  which  have  recmtly 
been  made  upon  members  of  Parliament, 
and  upon  the  honour  of  Parliament,  should 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Ccanmittee  which 
has  been  appointed.  A  resolution  was 
thereupon  passed  in  another  place.  The 
position  now  is,  therefore,  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  section  of  the  Joint 
Committee  have  been  empowered  to  make 
these  further  inquiries.  Now  it  is  asked 
that  the  Senate  members  of  the  Committee 
shall  likewise  be  empowered  to  inquire  into 
the  matters  referred  to  ki'^th^erfns  of  the 
motion.  ^'9'^'^"'*  byT^XXJgTC 
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Senator  Givens. — Can  the  CMnmittee 
sit  when  the  session  is  ended? 

Senator  Story. — No. 

Senator  Givens. — Then  will  the  Govern- 
ment make  a  Royal  Commission  of  it? 

Senator  BEST. — It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
£he  Committee  will  make  a  considerable 
advance  with  their  work  befc»e  the  *»ession 
closes;  but  in  any  case  that  ^uestiOT  is  not 
now  under  consideraticMi. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3.1]. — I  rather  regret  that,  as  the  result 
of  the  action  taken  elsewhere,  two  matters 
that  appear  entirely  distinct  are  likely^  to 
become  confused.  In  saying  that,  I  think 
it  is  very  probable,  judging  frcmi  the  tone 
of  the  debate  the  other  day,  that  in  my 
views  I  am  in  a  minority  in  this  Chamber, 
but  it  would  have  been  far  better  to  leave 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  make  its 
inquiry,  and  devise  means  of  dealing  with 
cases  of  this  kind,  rather  than  to  ask  a  sec- 
tion of  those  against  whixn  an  allegation 
has  been  made  to  practically  cmduc^  an 
inquiry  into  that  allegation.  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  major  argument  addressed  to 
you,  sir,  in  the  debate  of  last  week — that 
the  practice  of  bringing  offenders,  or  alleged 
offenders,  before  Parliament  was  open,  not 
merely  to  the  charge  that  it  had  proved  use- 
less, but  that  Parliament  was  in  the  posi- 
tiwi  of  prosecutor  and  judge  in  its  own  case. 
The  Committee  will  be,  to  a  great  extent, 
in  exactly  the  same  position.  Instead  of 
Parliament  as  a  whole  making  the  in- 
quiry, and  calling  the  offenders  before  it, 
tt  delegates  that  task  to  a  section  of  its 
members. 

Senator  Findley. — The  honorable  sena- 
tor is  presupposing  that  these  people  can- 
not prove  the  charge.  How  can  they  be 
offenders  if  they  can  prove  what  they  have 
stated  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — My  main  point  is 
that  where  an  accusation  is  levelled  against 
Parliament,  Parliament  is  unfitted  to  in- 
quire into  it.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong  in  say- 
ing that  it  is  un6tted,  but  the  impression 
out»de  would  always  be  that  Parliament 
was  necessarily  prejudiced  in  its  own 
favour.  I  had  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  have  thrust  upon  it  simply  the  re- 
sponsibility of  devising  means  by  which  in 
any  cases  such  as  those  now  under  review, 
Parliament  could  have  taken  action  outside 
of  itself.  I  do  not  propose  to  suggest  the 
idea  that  is  in  my  mind,  but  at  any  rate 
machinery  could  have  b«n  devised  under 
which  Parliament,  instead  of  being  in 
the  position  of  a  Judge  could,  through 


some  properly-appointed  <rfiicer,  have 
stood  in  the  posititm  of  cOTipIainant, 
leaving  to  th%e  outside  parliamentary 
circles  to  determine  whether  the  state- 
ments made  were  libellous  or  justified 
in  the  public  interest.  I  suppose,  however, 
judging  from  the  previous  debate,  that  I 
am  in  a  minority  in  the  matter,  and  I  can 
<»ily  expr^  my  regret  that  the  action  taken 
in  the  Senate,  after  discussion  and  delibera- 
tion, is  likely  to  be  reversed  by  the  course 
adopted  elsewhere,  and  now  brought  for- 
ward for  our  acceptance. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.4].— I  am  rather  at  a  loss  to  fol- 
low  Senator   Millen's   argument,  which 
seems  to  be  that  Parliament  as  a  whole  is 
competent  to  deal  with  a  matter  which  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  Parliament 
are  not  fitted  to  deal  with.    But  I  have  an 
objection  to  the  motion  from  quite  a  differ- 
ent point  of  view.    If  Parliament,  or  its 
Committee,  is  in  a  position  to  make  these  in- 
vestigations, there  was  no  need  to  appoint 
the  Craimittee  to  propose  methods  by  which 
such  matters  should  be  inquired  into.  The 
duty  placed  upon  the  Committee  last  week 
was  similar  to  the  duty  that  falls  upon 
the  Judges  of  the  High  Court  to  prepare 
rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  business  that  is 
to  come  before  them.    I  name  the  High 
Court  because  it  is  the  newest  Australian 
creati<x).    Just  in  the  same  way  as  the 
Judges  are  empowered  to  do  all  that  is 
necessary  to  formulate  rules  of  Court  to 
enable  the  details  of  their  business  to  be 
properly  handled,  so  Parliament  has,  no 
doubt,  power  to  act  in  these  affairs,  but 
some  machinery,  some  rules  of  Court,  or 
Standing  Orders,  or  possibly  a  short  Act, 
may  be  needful  to  give  more  complete  and 
effective  powers  for  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ters refewed  to.    But  if  those  powers  are 
required,  how  is  the  Committee  to  investi- 
gate such  matters  without  powers?   If,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Cwnmittee  has  the 
power  to  make  the  inquiries  proposed, 
where  is  the  neces»ty  for  the  Committee  to 
draw  up  recommendations  for  Parliament? 
One  proposition  con6icts  entirely  with  the 
other.    I  draw  attention  also  to  the  hope- 
lessness of  the  Committee  dealing  with  these 
investigations  during  the  remainder  of  the 
present  session.    There  is  not  a  prospect  of 
their  being  able  to  do  so.    It  is  possible 
that  we  might  be  able  to  submit,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days,  some  machinery 
pnqxsals,  and  they  might  be  made  effica- 
cious; but  to  suppose  thar-tbeJCdmnittee 
wiU  be  in  a  podm^^'mtilPSSSSSn^ 


Privilege :  Select        [8  April,  1908.]   Committee  on  Procedure.  10257 


of  the  present  session,  to  investigate  these 
charges,  which  wfere  made  in  another  State 
— and  that  will  mean  bringing  a  lot  of 
people  here,  or  the  Committee  going  to  that 
State — is  to  expect  an  impossibility,  unless 
the  sessicm  is  to  be  prolonged  very  much  be- 
yond the  limits  that  honorable  members  of 
both  Houses  desire. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia)  [3.7]. — I  do  not  wish  to  re-open 
the  discussion  that  took  place  last  week,  but 
personally,  I  feel  unable  to  allow  the  mo- 
tion to  go  without  a  strong  protest.  Parlia- 
ment is  adopting  an  extremely  unwise  course 
in  appointing  such  a  Committee  at  all,  and 
is  going  still  further  in  a  course  of  error 
and  foolishness,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  in 
adding  to  the  duties  of  the  Cranmittee  those 
matters  which  the  Minister  has  enumerated. 
The  Senate  should  pause  before  affirming 
this  extension  of  the  Committee's  duties, 
which  are,  undoubtedly,  as  Senator  Neild 
pointed  out,  absolutely  in  conflict  with  each 
other.  There  is  also  the  oonsiHeration  sug- 
gested by  Senator  Givois,  that  it  is  really 
a  farce  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  when 
we  are  on  tjie  eve  of  a  prorogation.  It 
would  be  an  excess  of  folly  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Commission  upon  a  matter  of  this 
kind — a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
whether  Parliament  has  been  slandered  I 

Senator  Findlby. — Not  whether  it  has 
been  slandered,  but  whether  certain  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  received  large  sums  of 
money  in  respect  of  their  votes  on  the 
TariflF. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON— Who? 

Senator  Findley. — I  do  not  know  who 
thev  were,  but  that  is  the  allegation. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Exactly. 
The  proposal  is  to  appoint  the  Committee 
in  order  to  find  out  whether  the  allegation 
has  been  made.  It  is  contemptible.  If  Par- 
liament cannot  allow  a  railing  statement  of 
that  kind  to  be  made  in  the  press,  without 
any  specific  accusation,  but  must  go  forag- 
ing about  for  a  specific  accdsation,  then 
Parliament  is  not  worthy  of  its  name. 

Senator  Mthxahy. — The  accusation  was 
fairly  specific. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  was 
not,  and  it  is  a  humiliation  for  Parliament 
to  go  hunting  about  for  a  specific  accusation 
against  some  of  its  members.  Is  there  any 
member,  or  class  of  membens,  in  this  Par- 
liament towards  whom  any  of  us,  or  any 
one  outside,  can  point  the  finger  and  say 
that  he  or  they  have  received  a  bribe?  If 
there  is,  let  us  bring  the  matter  before  this 
Parliament  and  deal  with  it.  Nobody 


would  be  more  ready  to  inflict  the  utmost 
possible  punishment  if  allegatitms  of  that 
sort  were  made  without  foundatiOT  than  J 
should  be,  but  the  Committee  was  recom- 
mended to  the  Senate,  and,  no  doubt,  also 
to  another  place,  because  it  was  suggested 
that  there  was  a  defect  in  our  procedure, 
which  was  lumbering  and  ineffective,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  much  better  that  s 
shorter  procedure,  if  possible,  should  be 
adopted.  That  is  a  proposal  that  might 
ocMnmend  itself  to  any  of  us.  We  know 
that  the  procedure  of  Parliament,  in  re- 
gard to  its  privileges,  is  cumbersome  and 
difiicult  to  work,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  to 
use  Senator  Millen's  expression,  useless. 
It  has  its  advantages  in  some  ways,  but,  so 
far  as  regards  specific  inquiries  and  punish- 
ments, it  is  not  effective.  That  was  there- 
fore a  legitimate  subject  of  inquiry,  and  the 
motion  which  we  agreed  to  was  an  admis- 
sion by  us  that  snne  kind  of  remedy  or 
simplification  ou£ht  to  be  devised.  The 
Committee  might  even  report  that  it  was 
desirable  that  accusations  against  Parlia- 
ment should  be  remitted  to  the  High  Court 
— an  independent  tribunal  —  to  be  dealt 
with.  It  might  reccwnmend  the  simplifi- 
cation of  the  existing  procedure  or  the  sub- 
stitution of  some  other  more  effective  tri- 
bunal. But  having  conceded,  as  we  did  t4ie 
other  dav  by  passing  the  motion,  that  the 
powers  of  "Parliament  are  cumberswne,  al- 
though, perhaps,  not  altogether  ineffective, 
and  that  we  could  not  investigate  and  deal 
with  these  matters  ourselves,  it  is  proposed 
now  to  ask  a  Committee,  appointed  in  the 
expiring  days  of  the  session,  not  merely 
to  say  whether  the  procedure  pug^t  to  be 
improved  or  re-modelled,  but  to  hunt  aboui 
for  a  charge  and  report  to  Parliament 
whether  a  charge  has  been  made  or  not. 

Senator  Givens.,  —  The  Committee  will 
not  have  even  the  power  to  summon  wit- 
nessies . 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
proposal  is  surrounded  with  all  kinds  of 
difficulties.  I  pity  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  not  because  I  think  that  they 
will  hesitate  to  give  their  utmost  widea" 
vours  to  the  task  before  them,  but  because 
the  result  will  be  absolutely  futile. 

Senator  Findley. — ^The  Committee  would 
never  have  been  appointed  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  allegations  recently  made. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
honorable  senator  is,  no  doubt,  quite  right, 
but  the  object  of  its  appointment  was  not  to 
hunt  about  and  formulate- an  apcp^ticni  for 
people  who  nfi^^c^Ii^QgiienU  in 
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newspapers.  The  object  was  so  to  re- 
arrange and  simplify  the  iwocedure  either 
of  Parliament  or  of  some  other  body,  that 
■  when  charges  were  made  they  could  be  in- 
stantaneously dealt  with.  I  decline  to  believe 
or  admit  that  charges,  other  than  vague 
railing  statements,  have  been  made,  that  this 
Parliament  ought  to  take  any  cognizance  of. 
Where  is  it  to  end?  The  proposal  is  that 
the  Committee  should  inquire  into  allega- 
tions made  against  Parliament  or  individual 
members  of  it.  There  are  none.  Such  an 
inquiry  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  real 
purpose  of  the  Committee.  A  pretty  mess 
they  will  get  into.  If  they  are  ever  able 
to  investigate  the  charges  at'  all,  the  diffi- 
culties that  SenatOT  Givens  has  indicated 
will  be  found  insuperable,  and  the  inquiry 
will  result  in  a  perfect  fiasco.  That  is  not 
a  positiffli  in  which  Parliament  or  the  Senate 
ought  to  be  placed.  I  cannot  express  the 
feelings  of  indignatim  that  I  entertain,  in 
regard  to  a  proposal  that  the  Committee 
should  hunt  about  in  the  fffess,  where  all 
kinds  of  things  are  said  about  Parliament 
generally,  in  order  to  see  whether  some  dis- 
tinct allegatitMi  or  accusation  has  been  made 
that  ought  to  be  investigated,  or  in  respect 
of  which  somebody  ought  Vo  be  punished. 
Above  all,  there  is  the  point,  emphasized 
already  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  that 
there  are  only  two  or  three  days  for  the 
Committee  to  sit.  The  Minftter  rather 
evaded  the  question  when  he  was  asked 
if  the  Government  intended  to  convert 
the  Committee  into  a  Royal  Commission.' 
He  ought  to  state  at  once  whetKer 
that  is  the  intention  of  the  Go\'«7iment. 
Surelv  he  will  not  say  that  the  Government 
propose  to  turn  this  Committee  into  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  vague  statements 
which  nobody  believes? 

Senator  Findley. — Many  people  outside 
believe  them. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON-— I  do 
not  think  that  any  man  whose  opinion  is 
worth  considering,  for  a  mMnent  believes 
them. 

Senator  Findley.— A  statement  appear- 
ing in  a  newspaper  with  the  circulation  of 
the  Bulletin  leaves  some  impression. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  dare 
say  that  I  set  a  value  upon  the  Bulletin 
A%  fairly  as  does  Senator  Findley.    T  do 
not  disrei^ani  its  circulation ;  but  there  are 
jilwity  of  other  newspapers,  and  to  say  that 
^erer  a  reflection  is  passed  upon  Parlia- 
we  should,  as  a  body,  immediately 
t  a  Select  Committee  or  a  Royal 
ision  to  find  out  which  member  of 


Parliament  is  refttred  to,  or  what  certain 
perscxis  or  a  certain  individual  may  mean 
by  making  a  charge,  would  be  'to  reduce 
our  proceedings  to  a  level  of  folly  which 
it  is  difficult  to  contemplate  with  calmness. 

Senator  Findley. — No  one  objects  00 
criticism,  but  when  a  charge  of  disbooesty 
is  made  against  certain  members  of  the 
Parliament  surely  that  is  different? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Senator 
Findley  must  know  that  we  cannot  escape, 
not  merely  criticism,  but  vituperation.  I 
stand  before  my  honorable  friend  as  a  man 
who  has  bad  it  poured  ok&l  him,  but  I  am 
none  the  worse  in  my  own  (pinion,  and  I 
feel  stne  that  honorable  senators  generally 
do  not  think  less  of  me  on  that  account. 

Senator  Pearce. — But  the  h(»iorable 
senator  would  like  to  ha\e  an  opportunity 
to  hit  back. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  should 
like  to  be  able  to  deal  with  a  man  who 
accuses  me,  but  I  should  not  like  to 
,go  about  saying:  "Hit  me  on  the  nose, 
and  I  will  retaliate."  I  enter  my  most 
emphatic  protest  against  any  such  pro- 
ceeding as  is  now  proposed.  I  think 
it  is  frivolous  and  unnecessary.  I  hope 
the  Vice-President  of  the  F,xecutive  Coun- 
cil will  be  able  to  say  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  not  appoint  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  sit  in  judgment  upon  this  Par- 
liament. 

Senator  PKARCF.  (W(»itcrn  Australia) 
[3- 1 7]- — There  is  one  matter  to  which  I 
should  like  to  (Urect  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  Some  time  ago  the  Senate 
passed  a  Bill  for  the  protection  of  parlia- 
mentary witnesses.  At  the  p'^^sent  time 
any  witness  called  before  a  Royal  Com- 
mission or  a  Select  Committee  to  give  evi- 
dence, does  so  at  his  own  risk.  He  is  ab- 
solutely without  any  protecticm.  '  I  see  1^ 
the  business-paper  that  this  Bill  passed  tlx 
Senate,  and  was  arat  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives on  the  2ist  July,  1907,  nearly 
twelve  mcmths  ago.  It  has  been  on  thie 
business-paper  in  anothn  place  since  then, 
and  has  not  yet  been  passed.  My  advice 
to  witnesses  who  might  be  called  before  the 
proposed  Committee,  would  be  that  they 
should  not  attend  tmless  the  Government 
say  that  they  are  willing  to  protect  them  by 
securing  the  passage  of  the  Bill  to  which  I 
have  referred. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[3-19]- — The  circumstances  under  whidi  the 
Go\'erimient  introduced  thisnau^iMLtfpr  an 
inquiry  in  the  &x^^^^^\^*^liShxm 
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or  less  patent.  I  venture  to  say  that  on 
the  statement  which  honorable  members  are 
aware  appeared  in  a  certain  circular  and  in 
a  certain  newspaper,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible, as  directed  against  private  indi- 
\-iduaIs,  to  found  an  action  for  libel. 

Senator  Findley. — That  mav  be  so,  but 
certain  people  may  be  prepared  to  go 
further,  and  prove  what  they  say. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  have  seen 
the  circular  and  the  statement  which  ap- 
peared in  the  newspaper,  and  with  all 
humility,  since  lawyers  may  differ,  I  ven- 
ture to  ofifer  the  opinion  that  the  accusa- 
tion made  in  the  circular  or  in  the  news- 
paper, if  made  against  any  individual 
in  the  terms  these  are  made,  they  would 
afford  very  little  hope  for  the  founding  of 
a  successful  action  for  libel. 

Senator  Findley. — There  is  a  general 
agreement  upcm  that  point. 

Senator -ST.  LEDGER.— I  agree  with 
what  has  been  said  by  honcn-able  senators 
«i  this  side.  No  matter  how  this  ques- 
tion is  dealt  with,  the  proceedings  must  be 
more  or  less  futile,  and  may  very  probably 
bring  this  Parliament  more  or  less  into  con- 
tempt Further  than  that,  as  Senator 
Pearce  has  already  pointed  out,  the  per- 
sons whom  the  proposed  Committee  bring 
before  fhem  to  give  infcffmation  might, 
rnidet  our  procedure,  decline  to  say  one 
wtnrd.  As  the  honorable  senator  has  also 
very  properly  suggested,  they  would  be  en- 
titled to  say,  "  What  protecticm  can  you 
give  us  if  we  answer  these  questions."  The 
answer  to  that  must  be,  "None."  What 
hope  of  success  can  such  a  Committee  as 
is  proposed,  or  a  Royal  Commission,  have 
to  protect  Parliament  if  it  needs  protection 
under  the  procedure  which,  in  the  circum- 
stances, must  be  followed  in  this  particular 
case? 

Senator  Findley. — A  Royal  Conimissi(xi 
has  the  powers  of  a  Court. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— A  Royal  Com- 
missim  has  not  yet  the  powers  of  a  Court, 
Posably  if  the  Bill  to  which  Senator  Pearce 
has  referrred  were  passed,  we  should  have 
a  means  of  obtaining  information,  and  Par- 
liamoit  might  be  well  advised  as  to  the 
procedure  which  might  be  adoptedi  to  pro- 
tect itself  against  slanders  or  libel.  If  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government  this  Parlia- 
ment has  been  slandered  by  an  individual, 
or  by  a  newspaper,  it  is  dieir  duty  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  whole  resptmsibility  of 
dealing  with  the  inatter  effectively.  If  they 
felt  that  thev  were  not  armed  with  the  neces- 
sary powers,  it  was  their  dut^  to  ask  Par- 
liament! for  those  powers.  Of  course.  Par- 


liament can  look  after  itself.  It  possesses 
all  the  inwer  necessary  if  it  has  the  courage 
to  exercise  it.  In  this  matter  the  Govern- 
ment appear  to  have  assumed  that  Parlia- 
ment has  been  slandered,  and  it  is  fhere- 
f«e  their  duty  as  the  EiKcutive  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  protect  the  Parliament,  or  to  as- 
sist Parliament  to  protect  itself  against  the 
slanderers.  In  the  circumstances,  it  is 
their  duty  to  come  down  with  a  direct  mo- 
tion to  protect  Parliament  from  the  slan- 
derers. If.  they  had  asked  the  assistance 
of  Parliament  in  the  matter,  and  showed 
suiEcient  grounds  few  their  action,  does  any 
honorable  senator  think  that  any  member 
of  this  Chamber,  or  of  another  place, 
would  have  refused  his  assistance?  I  say 
that  the  Government  are  shirking  their  re- 
sponsibilities in  this  mattei.  If  they  feel 
that  Parliament  has  been  slandered  they 
are  neglecting  their  duty  when  they  refuse 
to  shoulder  the  responsibility  of  protecting 
Parliament  against  the  slanderers.  It  is 
dear  that  the  whole  of  the  action  which 
they  have  taken  is  intended  to  relieve  them 
of  their  responsibDity  in  a  most  important 
matter,  and  to  throw  that  responsibility 
and  the  consequences  on  to  the  shoulders 
of  a  Committee  or  Commission  of  Inquiry. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  Government  are 
entirely  shirking  their  responsibility  to 
adopt  a  proper  course  of  procedure  in  this 
matter. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.25]._l  refuse  to  believe  that  the 
hcxiour  of  this  Parliament  requires  that  the 
course  proposed  to  us  to-day  should  be  fol- 
lowed. Holding  this  view,  without  wast- 
ing further  time  in  talk,  I  simply  have  to 
say  that  I  intend  to  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [3.26].— I  should  like  to  have  made 
clear  oae  point  that  has  arisen  with  regard 
to  the  powers  of  the  proposed  Committee 
in  the  matter  of  summoning  witnesses  and 
calling  for  papers  which  might  require  to 
be  examined.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  power  for  this  purpose  is  granted 
in  the  motion  now  before  the  Senate  ? 

Senator    Best. — No ;    the  motion 
passed  the  other  day  provided  f uUv  for 
that. 

Senator  Peabce.— The  Committee  can 
summon  witnesses,  but  they  cannot  protect 
them  when  they  are  before  them. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  honorable 
senators  are  satisfied  that  the  Committee 
have  the  powers  to  whicb  I  referred,  I 
need  not  furtheroi^^  JpCfeOegk 
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Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [3.27]. — 
As  hoHOTable  senators  are  well  aware,  the 
original  idea  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  was  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the 
best  procedure  for  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  persons  charged  with  interference 
witb,  w  a  breach  of  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of,  dther.  House  of  Parliament  or  of 
the  members  or  Committees  of  either  House. 
Honorable  senatws  will  also  be  aware  of 
the  views  which  I  expressed  very  stnmgly 
on  the  matter.  It  was  the  machinery  of 
procedure  which  we  aimed  at. 

Senate  Gitens. — Does  not  the  homv- 
able  senator  think  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Government,  backed  up  by  the  advice 
of  the  Crown  Law  oflkers,  to  advise  as 
to  the  proper  procedure  ? 

Senator  BEST.— No.  I  think  I  ex- 
plained to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Senate 
that  it  was  not.  I  wish  now  to  say  that 
so  keenly  was  this  matter  felt  in  another 

place,  against  the  members  of  which  these 
charges  seem  to  have  been  more  especially 
levelled — though  they  might  be  said  to  re- 
flect to  some  extent  upon  the  Senate — that 
a  majority  of  honorable  members  elsewhere 
demanded  that  there  should  be  an  exten- 
sicwi  of  the  inquiry  relegated  to  the  pro- 
posed Committee.  The  Government  had 
a  right  to  give  consideration  to  the.  ex- 
pressed wishes  and  desires  of  a  majority 
of  hcxiorable  members  in  another  place. 
SenatCHT  Millen  has  said,  and  I  indorse  the 
statement,  that  a  number  of  honorable 
senators  expressed  a  similar  wish. 

Senator  Millen. — I  was  against  that. 

SienatOT  BEST. — I  am  aware  of  that, 

and,  personally,  I  was  opposed  to  it,  but 
I  am  referring  now  to  the  views  expressed 
by  a  number  of  honorable  senators.  The 
present  motion  has  been  submitted  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  strong  expression  of  feeling  in 
another  place,  which  has  been  substantially 
echoed  in  the  Senate.  For  the  reasons  I 
have  already  mentioned,  the  Government 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  concede  what 
was  desired  by  so  many  members  of  this 
Parliament. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — This  is  like 
a  moticui  that  we  should  trail  our  coat  to 
see  who  will  step  on  it. 

Senator  BEST. — However,  the  motitxi  is 
before  honorable  senators  in  acordance 
with  the  motion  passed  in  anc^her  place, 
and  it  is  desired  that  the  inquiry  by  the 


Committee  should  be  extended  in  the  tarns 

therein  set  out. 

Question  put.    The  Senate  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  13 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  la 


Majority 


Best,  R.  w. 
Croft.  J.  W. 
de  Largi«,  H. 
Findley,  E, 
HendersoD,  G. 
Keating,  J.'H. 
McGregor,  G. 


Givens,  T. 
Gould,  Lt.-ColoDel 
Macfarlaae,  1. 
Millen,  E.  D.  . 
Mulcahy,  E. 
Sayers,  R.  J. 
Stewart,  J.  C. 


AVES. 

Ifeild,  Colonel 

Pearce,  G.  F. 
Russell,  E.  J. 
Story,  W.  H. 
Ttenwith,  W.  A. 

Teller: 
Needham,  £. 

NOKS. 

St.  Ledger,  A.  J. 
Svmoa,  Sir  Tosiab 
Turley,  H. 
VardoD,  J. 

Tetter: 
Putsford,  £.. 

Paibs. 

I'  Clemoas,  }.  S. 
DobsoQ,  H. 


Lynch,  P.  J. 
Russell,  W. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL  1907-8. 

Bill  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 
That  so  much  of  the  Standing  Orders  be  sus- 
pended as  would  prevent  the  Appropriation  Bill 
oeing    passed    through   all    its   stages  without 
delay. 

MoticMi  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  fint  time. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Is  this  the 
stage  when  the  Minister  proposes*  to  dis- 
cuss the  Bill  ? 

Senator  Best. — No ;  on  the  second-read- 
ing stage. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Any  honorable 
senator  will  be  in  order  in  discussing  this 

motion. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[3'3S]- — I  anticipated  that  the  Minister 
would  deliver  his  speech  on  the  Bill  at  this 
stage. 

Senator  Best. — No,  on  the  second-read- 
ing stage,  in  accordance  with  the  practice. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  think  that  this  is 
the  stage  at  which  questions  raav  be  dis- 
cussed not  relevant  to  the  Bill  itself. 

The  PRESIDENT.  —  Any  honorable 
senator  is  entitled  to  address  the  Senate  at 
this  stage  of  the  Bill,  and  his  remarks  need 
not  be  relevant  to  the  question,  but  on  the 
second-reading  stage  the  discussion  will 
have  to  be  televantia Jthe  (SiUjinole 
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Senator  MILLEN. — I  did  not  wish  to 
speak  at  this  stage,  but  wanted  that  point 
to  be  made  clear  to  certain  honorable  sena- 
tors, who,  I  understood,  deared  to  bring 
f<xward  several  mattes. 

Question  resolved  in  the-  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [3.35].  —  I 
move — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Budget  was 
delivered  by  the  Treasurer  on  &  8th 
August,  1907,  and  that  his  speech,  to- 
gether with  full  expIanat(K7  papers,  has 
been  circulated. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — It  is  as 
ancient  history  now. 

Senator  BEST. — As  a  rule,  an  Appro- 
priation Bill  is. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symot*, — An  Appro- 
priation Bill,  embodying  the  Estimates 
ought  not  to  be,  so  far  as  the  Senate  is 
concerned. 

Senator  BEST. — From  time  to  time,  the 
Estimates  of  Expenditure  have  been  dis- 
cussed very  fully  in  the  Senate.  During 
the  financial  year  we  have  h/aA  no  less 
than  five  Supply  Bills,  covering  a  period  of 
ten  months,  and  appropriating  ;^3>8i3,439. 

Senator  Pulsford. — Is  the  Minister 
proud  of  that? 

Senator  BEST.— There  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of,  if  that  is  what  my  honorable 
friend  means.     A  Supply  Bill  was  sub- 
mitted in  July,  and  also  in  August;  two 
Supply   Bills    were    submitted    in  No- 
vember; and  the  fifth  Supply  Bill  was 
submitted  last  month.     On  those  various 
occasions   the  finances  and  the  Estimates 
wfte  discussed  fully.     It  will  also  be  re- 
membered that  £6i$,Z24,  was  appropriated 
by  the  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Act  passed  in  October  last,  when  the 
finances  were  fully  reviewed,  in  the  light  of 
my  statement  of  the  financial  position  up  to 
that  period.     Again,   when  the  CusIotis 
Tarifif  Bill  and  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill  were 
presented,  the  finances  were  fully  discussed. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  apart  from 
the  sums  which  are  provided  for  in  Ap- 
propriatitxi  Bills,  there  are  special  appro- 
priatims  for  such  purposes  as  the  payment 
of  a  bounty  upoi  the  production  of  sugar, 
payment  of  members  of  Parliament,  and 
other  purposes  which  are  clearly  set  forth 
in  various  Acts  of  Parliament.     I  pro- 
pose to  give  h<MiorabIe  senators,  as  concisely 
as  I  can,  a  bird's-eye  view  of  our  present 
financial  petition.     When  the  Treasurer 


delivered  his  Budget  in  August  last,  he 
anticipated  that  he  would  receive  from 
Customs  and  Excise  duties  ;£io,309,ooo; 
from  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
;£3ii90>ooo,  and  from  miscellaneous 
sources  ^£46,200,  making  a  total  revenue 
of  ;^^i3,745»20o.  He  estimated  that  the 
expenditure,  as  outlined  in  the  Estimates- 
in-Chief,  would  amount  to  £,$,9^1,99^* 
leaving  a  balanre  of  ;^7.777,2o8.  This 
surplus,  as  honorable  senators  are  aware, 
is  divisible  amongst  the  States ;  that  is 
to  say,  they  receive  three-fourths  of  the 
Custons  and  Excise  revenue,  plus  the  un- 
expended portion  of  the  Commonwealth's 
fourth  share.  The  three- fourths'  share 
to  which,  of  course,  the  States  are  entitled, 
is  estimated  at  ;£7,(S73,2i6,  and  the  Trea> 
surer  anticipated  that  the  C<xnmonwealth 
would  be  able  to  return  to  the  States  out 
of  its  fourth  share  ;^io3,992. 

Senator  Pulsford. — ^Are  not  the  States 
entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  surplus? 

Senator  BEST.— I  said  so. 

Senator  Ptn.SFORD. — No;  the  honorable 
senator  said  that  the  Commonwealth  is 
entitled  to  one-fourth  share  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  revenue. 

Senator  BEST.— It  is  entitled  to  expend 
every  shilling  of  that  share,  namely, 
^^2,557,739,  and  if  it  does  not  see  fit  to 
expend  the  whole  amount,  then  of  course 
the  balance  is  divisible  ankjngst  the 
States. 

Senat(V  Pxjlsford. — It  belongs  to  the 
States. 

Senator  BEST.  —  The  Constitution 
speaks  for  itself,  and  the  positicHi  is  as  I 
Ii^ve  stated. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syugn. — So  that, 
to  take  away  that  surplus  for  a  trust  fund 
would  be  proper? 

Senator  BEST. — I  contend  that  we  have 
a  right  to  appropriate  the  money,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  improper  to  appropriate 
it  if  ve  thought  it  necessary  to  do 
so.  Having  reminded  honorable  sena- 
tors of  the  financial  position  when  the 
Budget  was  delivered  in  Au^st  last, 
I  shall  proceed,  very  bnefly,  to 
state  what  has  since  taken  place.  As 
they  are  aware,  the  income  from  Customs 
and  Excise  duties  has  lately  e]K:eeded 
our  expectatiois,  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
think  that  the  increase  will  continue  in  the 
same  proportion.  Fot  the  nine  months 
ending  31st  March,  we  received  from  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  duties  063, 604.  In 
the  correspondiii^jti^jjpCfll^Ote  [(previous 
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financial  year,  the  total  sum  collected  from 
those  sources  was  only  ^7,297,991.  So 
that  the  figures  for  th^  current  year  show 
an  increase  of  j£it76$,'jo^  for  the  first 
nine  mcmths.  The  revenue  from  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Departn^t  has  also  been 
buoyant,  though  it  is  not  likely  to  exceed 
the  Treasurer's  estimate  of  j£5»i9o,ooo, 
which  he  made  in  Ai^ust  last,  but  in  which 
he  allowed  for  a  loss  of  ;^ii7,ooo  from 
the  establishment  of  penny  postage 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  His  es- 
timate of  the  revenue  from  the  Depart- 
ment was  really  ;£3j307,ooo,  as  against 
a  revenue  of  jQi,i29,oj4  for  the  previous 
year,  showing  an  increase  of  ^£1^^,926. 
So  far  as  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment is  concerned,  for  the  nine  months 
ending  31st  March,  1908,  we  received 
;^2, 475,622.  In  the  corresponding  periodof 
the  previous  year  we  received  ^^2.355,610; 
representing  an  actual  increase  for  the  rune 
months  of  ^120,012.  When  the  Treasurer 
delivered  his  Budget  Speech  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  States  would  receive  a 
total  sum  of  £l,Tl9,2go.  Already  in 
nine  months  the  Commonwealth  has  paid  to 
the  States  ^^7,505,448.  New  South 
Wales  in  1906-7  received  ;£3,o22,35i.  For 
the  nine  months  of  the  present  year  New 
South  Wales  has  received  ;^^3»oo7,275. 
Victoria  received  in  1906-7,  ^£2, 192,340. 
She  has  received  during  nine  months  of 
the  present  year  ;^2, 122,437.  Queensland 
in  1906-7  received  £,g^2,$6g.  During 
nine  months  of  the  present  year,  she  has 
received  ;£854,556.  South  Australia  re- 
ceived in  1906-7,  ^£645, 121.  She  has  re- 
ceived during  nine  months  of  the  present 
year  ;^668,io6.  So  that  South  Australia 
is  in  the  happy  position  of  receiving  during 
nine  months  of  the  present  year  substanti- 
ally more  than  she  received  for  the  whole 
twelve  months  of  1906-7.  Western  Aus- 
tralia received  in  1906-7,  ;^78o,i66.  Dur- 
ing nine  months  of  the  present  year  she  has 
received  ;^6o9 ,162.  Tasman  ia  received 
in  1906-7,  X262,293.  During  nine  months 
of  the  present  financial  year  she  has  re- 
ceived ^^243, 91 2.  So  that  the  totals 
are : — amount  paid  during  1906-7, 
^^7,844,840;  amount  paid  during  nine 
months  of  the  present  financial  year, 
;£7,505,448.  It  has  been  found  that  the 
Estimates-in-Chief  arc  short  of  the  depart- 
mental requirements.  Consequently,  there 
have  been  introduced  and  laid  upon  the 
table  to-day  Additional  Estimates. 

Senator  Fearce. — Could  the  honorable 
senator  tell  us  how  much  miscellaneous 

Senator  Best. 


revenue  has  been  received  during  the  nii» 
months  of  the  present  financial  year? 

Senator  BEST. — I  do  not  happen  to 
have  particulars  of  the  miscellaneous  reve- 
nue at  hand.  It  was  ;^^54,53o  during 
1906-7. 

Senator  Millen. — What  is  meant  by 
"Miscellaneous"  revenue? 

Senator  BEST. — It  includes  a  variety 
of  payments.  The  Additional  Estimates 
provide  for  a  sum  of  ;^57i,o28. 

Senator  Millen. — ^Are  there  not  two  lots 
of  Supplementary  Estimates? 

Senator  BEST. — ^There  are,  but  first  of 
all  I  will  deal  with  the  Additional  Esti 
mates,  representing  an  amount  of 
;£'57i,o28.  That  represents  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates  to  be  appropriated  up  to 
the  30th  of  June,  1 908.  There  have 
also  been  circulated  Additional  Estimates 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1906, 
and  for  the  year  ending  at  the  same 
date,  1907 ;  but  those  are  only  of  a  formal 
character.  They  simply  represent  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  Treasurer's  Advance. 
The  moneys  have  already  been  paid,  and 
the  payments  have  been  authorized  by 
Supply  Bills,  and  by  the  Appropriation 
Act.  These  Estimates,  therefore,  are  of 
a  formal  character,  and  the  Appropriation 
Bills  based  upon 'them  validate  the  pay- 
ments made  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Ad- 
vance. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Why  were  they  not 
presented  in  due  course? 

Senator  BEST.  —  These  things  are 
usually  left  over  for  a  year  or  two.  That 
is  not  an  unusual  experience  at  all.  As 
regards  the  present  Additional  Estimates, 
they  represent,  as  regards  ordinary  depart- 
mental payments,  a  sum  of  ^^159, 746,  and 
additional  new  works  and  buildings  are 
provided  for  to  the  extent  of  ;^4ii,282. 
I  think  that  it  is  fair  to  mention  to  the 
Senate  a  sum  of  ;^i34,o5o,  which  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  the  Estimates-in-Chief. 
Honorable  senators  will  probable  remember 
that  provision  was  made  for  harbor  and 
coastal  defence  to  the  extent  of  X^So.ooo, 
and  also  for  a  cordite  factory  j^^io.ooo — 
representing  in  all  ^^260,000.  Later  on 
in  the  same  Estimates  we  find  that  it  is 
proposed  to  deduct  an  amount,  which  it  is 
anticipated  will  not  be  spent  during  the 
year,  of  ;^;i25,95o. 

Senator  Millen. — Dealing  with  the  Es- 
timates ioi  purposes  which  the  Minister 
mentioned  just  n(B^,zS(R,vj6(^gtes  «• 
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pire  on  the  30th  of  June  if  the  money  is 
not  «ipended? 

Senator  BEST.— I  want  first  of  all  to 
make  clear  the  matter  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferredf  the  differoxx  between  the  sums 
which  I  have  named.  The  j£i54>°5<^  is 
also  included  in  the  Additional  Estimates. 
So  that  either  that  amount  in  the  Estimates- 
in-Chief  will  lapse,  or  it  will  lapse  so  far 
as  the  Additional  Estimates  are  concerned. 

Senator  NIillen. — ^As  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  spending  the  money  between  now 
and  the  30th  of  June,  it  af^ars  to  me 
that  it  will  lapse  anyhow. 

Senator  BEST.— That  remains  to  be 
seen.  The  Additional  Estimates  involve 
an  ocpendtture  of  jCsTtiOsS,  as  I  have 
already  explained.  But  the  actual  amount 
is  really  less  than  that  to  the  extent  of 
^134,050,  because  that  aanount  is  already 
provided  for  on  the  Estimates-in- Chief. 
We  are,  therefore,  proposing  actually  to 
expend  .£436,978  more  than  h  was  origin- 
ally intended  to  spend. 

Senator  Millen. — I  am  not  quite  clear 
as  to  why  the  sums  appear  two  Esti- 
mates. 

Senator  BEST.— I  will  explain  the  mat- 
ter again.  On  the  original  Estimates  there 
appeared  two  items,  one  for  Coastal  and 
Harbor  Defence  ;£25o,coo,  and  another 
for  a  cordite  factory  ;^io,ooo — total 
_;^26o,ooo.  In  the  same  Estimates  it  is 
assumed  that  there  would  probably  not  be 
expended  a  simi  of  :£i  25,950.  Deduct 
the  ;£i25r950  from  the  ;£26o,ooo,  and  the 
result  is  ^i34»o5o.  In  the  Additional 
Estimates  those  two  sums,  ;£25o,ooo  and 
_;^io,ooo,  have  been  again  inserted  with- 
out the  deduction  of  ;£[  25,950.  There- 
fore I  say  that,  whilst  we  are  osten- 
sibly providing  foir  an  additional  expendi- 
ture of  ;£$7 1 ,028,  the  real  additional 
amount  will  be  less  by  ^^134,050. 
We  cannot  disturb  the  old  figures,  because 
that  would  be  a  serious  matter,  they  being 
the  ba«s  on  whidi  the  Estimates  were 
prepared.  Consequently.  I  am  drawing 
especial  attention  to  the  fact  that,  instend 
of  our  actually  proposing  to  spend 
^£571.028,  we  shall  really  expend  on  ac- 
count of  these  Additional  Estimates 
^£436. 978.  That  is  to  say,  that  is  the 
amount  which  we  shall  spend  more  than 
was  originallv  provided  for  on  the  Esti- 
mates-in-Chief. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  this  what  has  hsp- 
pened :  that  an  amount  of  the  original 


Estimates  has  been  reduced,  and  that  re- 
duction carried  on  to  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  ? 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  actually  what 
will  happra. 

Senator  Millen. — But  we  are  surely  not 
going  to  pass  the- same  amount  twice? 

Senator  BEST. — Either  one  amount  or 
the  other  will  lapse. 

Senator  Pulsfosd. — Furaiy  bookkeep- 
ing! 

Senator  KIacfarlakb. — ^We  are  asked  to 
vote  the  money  twice  all  the  same. 

Senator  BEST.— The  Senate  will  be 
asked  to  vote  it  only  once.  If  the  sum  of 
;£436»978,  which  it  is  proposed  to  spend 
under  these  Additional  Estimates,  be  added 
to  the  total  amount  of  expenditure  under 
the  £stimates-in-Chief,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  total  proposed  expenditure  for  1907-8 
is  -104,970  f  against  an  expenditure  in 
1906-7  of  j£4>9^7,3'^^>  or  appar«>tly,  at 
all  events,  an  increase  for  the  year  of 
^^1,417,669. 

Sen^itor  Mulcahy. — ^The  Minister  said 
apparently." 

Senator  BEST.— For  reasons  which  I 
will  explain. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Is  the  Minister 
going  to  give  us  solid  figures  now? 

Senator  BEST.— I  have  been  doing 
nothing  but  ginng  solid  figures.  I  do  not 
understand  the  honorable  senator. 

Senator  Millen. — The  Minister  told  us 
that  scMne  of  it  did  not  matter. 

Senator  BEST.  —  Because  there  are 
always  savings  on  the  year.  On  the  figures 
which  appear  in  the  Estimates,  there  is  an 
increase  of  £1,417,669,  but  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  actual  increase  will  not  exceed 
;^r,  300,000. 

Senator  Millen. — The  other  17,000 
will  have  to  be  re-voted  next  year.  If  we 
pass  417,000  fOT  works  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year  

Senator  BEST.— Some,  but  not  all,  of 

that  would  be  for  works. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  not  the  lapsed  vote 
for  works? 

Senator  BEST.— It  will  be  from  various 
sources. 

Senator  Millen. — If  we  save  it  this  year 
we  shall  have  to  re-vote  it  next  year. 
Senator  BEST.— Undoubtedly. 
Senator  Millen. — So/tbaLit/~^/^™>t  a 
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Senator  BEST. — It  represents  "savings 
on  the  year."    That  is  the  recognised  term. 
It  is  only  fair   that   honorable  senators 
should  be  placed  in  possession  of  all  the 
particulars,  so  that  they  may  know  the 
exact  condition  of  the  finances.     The  in- 
crease that  I  have  referred  to  is  accounted 
for  in  the  following  way :  New  special  de- 
fence provisionj  ;^342fOOo;  Defence  in- 
creases on  new  works,  not  included  in  pre- 
vious  item,   ;^i,oi3;   Post   Office,  new 
wcH-ks,  increase,  ^^248, 916;  Customs,  new 
works,     increase,     ;^io,553 ;  ■  Trawler, 
;^i4,485;  new  works,  not  included  in  pre- 
vious items,  increase,  ^£7,358;  Defence,  or. 
dinary    expenditure,  inaease,  jQxi$,4i6; 
Post    Office,    ordinary    expenditure,  in- 
crease, £2iS,yg6  —  adding  to  that  sum 
the    increase    of    j£24&,gi6     for  new 
works  in  the  Post  Office,  gives  a  total  in- 
crease in  that  Department  of  £527,^12 — 
Custcxns  Department,  ordinary  expenditiu-e* 
increase,  ;^33,633 ;  Sugar  Bounty,  increase, 
;£244,487 ;    Governor-General,  Buildings, 
&c.,  increase,  ^^1,778;  External  Affairs, 
increase,  ^^24,774;  Attorney -General's  De- 
partment, increase,  ^^5,653;  Home  Affairs 
Department,  increase,.  ^£^3 1,046  ;  Treasury, 
increase,   ^£6,155;   Quarantine,  ^£8,500; 
Repayment,  money  order  advance,  and  in- 
terest, ;£30,oi8;  Bounties,  ^^25,000;  Rail- 
way Survey,  ;^i5,ooo;  total,  ^1,444,601. 
Only  a  small  proportion  of  the  ;^25,opo 
for  bounties  will  be  expended  before  the 
30th  June.   That  is  one  of  what  I  call  the 
savings  on  the  year. 

Senator  Millen. — Can  there  be  any  of  it 
spent  under  the  regulations? 

Senator  BEST.— There  may  be,  but  I 
should  say  very  little.  Still,  the  amount 
appears  in  the  year's  Estimates,  Only  a 
comparatively  small  pcvtion  of  the  ;^^i5,ooo 
for  the  railway  survey  will  be  expended. 
From  the  total  increase  of  444,601 
there  have  to  be  deducted  certain  ncm-recur- 
ring  items  shown  in  the  previous  year,  such 
as  .£25,129  for  election  expenses,  and 
^^^1,515  for  repatriation  of  Pacific  Island- 
ers, also  a  decrease  in  refund  of  fines  ;^288 
— total,  ;^26,932 — leaving  a  balance  of  in- 
crease of  ;^i,4i7,669;  but  there  will  be 
savings,  such  as  on  the  bounties  vote. 

Senator   Millen.  —  Expenditure  held 
over,  not  savings. 

Senator    BEST.  —  The  recognised 
term  

Senator  Millen. — And  misleading  term. 
Senator  BEST.— The  recognised  and 
well-known  parliamentary  term  is  "  savings 


on  the  year."  The  increase  for  the  year 
may  be  roughly  and  fairly  stated  at 
300,000.  A  considerable  proportion  of 
that  will  be  represented  by  valuable  assets 
in  our  new  buildings.  Another  substantial 
proportion  represents  the  White  Australia 
policy  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  there 
is  a  large  increase  in  the  sugar  bounty. 
There  is,  however,  to  some  extent,  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  revenue  fHmi  the  same 
source,  because  where  formerly  the  bountv 
was  j£a  and  the  Excise  £3  per  ton,  the 
bounty  is  now  and  the  Excise  £4. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  increase  represents 
Post  Office  expenditure,  which  has  been 
agreed  to  after  careful  and  full  inquiry, 
and  is  justified  by  the  general  expansion  of 
the  Department,  and  its  increased  revenue- 
producing  power. 

Senator  Millen.— Do  the  figures  which 
the  honorable  senator  is  about  to  put  before 
us  represent  the  compromise  between  his 
colleague.  Sir  William  Lyne,  and  bis  other 
colleague,  Mr.  Mauger? 

Senator  BEST.— The  figures  speak  for 
themselves.  Those  which  I  am  about  to 
give  represent  the  Estimates-in -Chief  and 
the  Additional  Estimates,  and  will  give  hon- 
orable senators  the  true  position  of  Post 
Office  finance.  The  appropriation  pro- 
vided for  the  year  1907-8  is: — Salaries, 
contingencies,  &c.,  ;£2,865,i09;  plus  new 
works,  including  telegraphs  and  telephones, 
and  Department  of  Home  Affairs, 
.£434.078,  making  a  total  provided  for  on 
the  Estimates-in-Chief  of  £3,299,187.  To 
that  must  be  added  the  amounts  provided 

on  the  Additional  Estimates  as  follows:  

Salaries,  £14,95^  for  905  officers — ^that 
sum  represents  the  salaries  of  those  ofiScers 
for  something  like  cme-third  or  one-quarter 
of  the  year — contingencies,  j£92,-j64;  fit- 
tings and  .furniture,  £975;  new  works, 
telegraphs  and  telephones,  £63,410; 
and  new  works  undertaken  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Home  Affairs,  £27,211 ;  making  a 
total  provided  on  the  Additional  Estimates 
of  £r99>3i'5-  The  total  requirements  for 
the  Post  Office  for  the  year  are,  therefore, 
£3-498, 503.  The  estimated  revenue  for 
the  year  is  ;£3,297,4i2,  showing  an  excess 
of  estimated  expenditure  over  revenue  of 

;£20I,09I. 

Senator  Pearce.— If  the  works  were 
built  out  of  loans  the  figures  could  be 
made  to  balance. 

Senator  BEST.— Without  any  difficultv. 
I  prop(»e  to  give  honorabIOm»tii^/a  sub- 
stantial illustratiofi^'ifiliV'^^'^'^ 
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Senator  Mulcahy. — If  the  Government 
paid  interest  on  the  value  of  the  transferred 
properties,  would  there  be  a  credit  balance? 

Senator  BEST.— We  should  still  hax-e  a 
substantial  surplus. 

Senates  de  Largie. — Especially  if  the 
Govenunent  practised  sweating  and  had  no 

pninimiim  wage. 

Senator  BEST.— Yes.  The  statement 
has  been  made,  and  is  no  doubt  correct, 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  Department  has 
increased  by  something  like  1,000,000 
since  1901-2.  But  it  should  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  revenue  has  increased  in 
like  proportion.  The  increase  in  revenue 
in  the  year  1906-7  over  the  year  1901-2 
was  ;£756,2i3,  and  the  estimated  increase 
in  1907-8  over  the  previous  year  is 
jC^^iSS^t  representing  a  total  increase  of 
j^924,55i  over  the  revenue  of  1901-2.  It 
is  also  pertin^t  to  point  out  that  the  ex- 
penditure on  account  of  new  works 
amounted  in  the  period  from  1901-2 
to  1906-7  inclusive,  to  4,^44.  Adding 
the  amount  provided  for  1907-8,  plus  the 
sums  asked  for  on  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates, a  total  of  £524,6^9,  gives  a  grand 
total  of  j£i,4S9>543  for  new  works  and 
additions  which  has  been  or  will  be  charged 
to  revenue. 

Senator  Pearce. — And  which  will  earn 
interest  instead  of  having  to  pay  interest. 

Senator  BEST.— Exactly.  But  this  very 
wholestxne  practice  of  ours  of  paying  for 
wOTks  out  of  revenue  is  opposed  to  the 
usual  practice  in  the  cmduct  of  Post 
Offices.  In  the  London  Post  Office  they 
calculate  that  new  works  have  a  life  of, 
say,  twenty  or  thirty  vears,  and  their  prac- 
tice is  to  spread  the  cost  over  two-thirds  of 
that  period.  Therefore,  .that  sum  of 
j^r,439,543  would,  according  to  the  Lon- 
don practice,  be  spread  over  a  period  of 
fifteen,  sixteen,  or  seventeen  years. 

Senator  Pearce. — According  to  the  State 
practice,  it  would  be  spread  over  100  years 
or  more. 

Senator  BEST.— -No  doubt  it  would  be 
spread  over  a  very  long  period  if  charged 
to  loans.  Let  me  illustrate  the  desirability 
of  dealing  with  this  matter  on  the  basis  of 
the  practice  adopted  in  London,  showing 
what  each  year  should  bear.  If  the  finan- 
cial year  1907-8  were  charged  with  a  pro- 
portion, say,  one-tenth— ^and  honorable 
senators  will  admit  that  that  is  a  fairly 
lai^  proportion  to  charge  against  each 
year — ^in  respect  of  new  worl^  estimated 
expenditure,  the  positim  would  be  as  fol- 
lows:—  Estimates- in-Chief    for  1907-8, 


salaries,  ctmtingendes,  &c.,  ;^2,865,io9. 
Additional  Estimates,  ;£io8,695.  The  ex- 
penditure on  new  works  proposed  for 
1907-8  is  ;^^434,o78  under  the  Estimates- 
in-Chief,  and  _;^9o,62i  under  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates,  or  a  total  of  ;^S24>699« 
One-tenth  of  that  amount  would  represent 
the  amount  that  w<mld  be  charged  to 
the  year,  namely,  £52,410,  making  the 
total  expenditure  chargeable  to  1907-8 
^3,026,274. 

Senator  Millen.  —  That  advantage 
would  disappear  in  the  course  of  timei 

Senator  BEST. — Then  we  come  to  the 
estimated  revenue,  which  is  ;^3,297,4i2, 
and,  therefore,  according  to  the  example  I 
am  now  giving,  an  excess  of  revenue  for 
the  year  of  ;^^27i,i38  is  shown.  This  ex- 
cess of  revenue  would  practically  allow 
for  the  payment  of  3  per  cent,  interest  on 
;^6, 000,000,  the  valuation  of  the  trans- 
ferred  pxapeAies,  which  I  believe  is  a  fair 
valuati(xi,  and  would  leave  a  balance  of 
;^9z,ii3  to  be  tMOUght  forward. 

Senator  Pearce. — That  is  a  very  satis- 
factory statement. 

Senator  Millen. — Is  the  valuation  of 
the  transferred  properties  which  the  honor- 
able senator  has  given  official? 

Senator  BEST.— Yes,  and  I  tfiint  it  is 
fairly  accurate. 

Senator  MiLLEN. — I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 
I  thought  it  was  more  like  ^10,000,000. 

Senator  BEST.— I  wish  to  put  before 
hcxiorable  senators  a  few  additional 
figures  which,  in  my  opinitxi,  are  full  of 
interest.  I  have  here  a  rtatement  show- 
ing the  percentage  of  increase  in  revenue 
for  each  financial  year  frwn  1901-2  to 
1906-7.  In  1902-3  the  increase  of  revenue 
over  the  previous  year  was  ;^3i,869,  re- 
presenting a  percentage  of  increase  of  1.34. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — In  these  figures 
the  honorable  senator  is  dealing  only  with 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Departmein. 

Senator  BEST.— Yes.  In  1903-4  the 
increase  over  the  previcHis  year  was 
;^ios,473,  representmg  a  percentage  of  in- 
crease of  4- 39-  Of  course,  I  could  give 
honorable  senators  the  actual  figures,  but  I 
think  that  all  that  'they  require  are  the 
figures  giving  the  percentages  of  increase. 
In  1904-5  the  increase  in  revenue  over  the 
previous  year  was  ^£122, 348,  represetnt- 
ing  a  percentage  of  increase  of  4.87.  In 

1905-  6  the  increase  was  ;^i9i,797»  a  per- 
centage of  increase  of  7.29,  and  then  in 

1906-  7  the  increase  over  the  previous  year 
was  ;i304,726,  represeifting^i«TCentage 
of  increase  of  Sg^^byTjT?OgrC 
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Senator  de  Largie. — It  is  increasing 
very  satisfactorily. 

Senator  BEST. — Honorable  senators 
will  see  from  these  figures  that  in  every 
year,  without  excepticai,  there  has  been  a 
gradual  but  certain  increase  upon  the 
revenue  for  the  previous  year. 

Senakor  Pearce. — ^With  extended  facili- 
ties. 

Senator  BEST.— Of  course^  I  shall  have 
something;  to  say  so  far  as  that  is  cor>- 
cerned.  Then  I  have  another  statement 
showing  the  percentage  of  increase  in  ex- 
penditure in  each  finandal  year  from 
1901-2  to  1906-7.  The  increase  in  the  ex- 
penditure in  1902-3  over  the  previous  year 
was  ;^ioi,o52,  representing  a  percentage 
of  increase  of  4.09.  In  1903-4,  the  in- 
crease was  j£t2S,6oS,  representing  a  per- 
centage of  increase  of  5-oi.  In  1904-5  the 
increase  over  the  previous  year  was  ;^2,2i2, 
a  percentage  of  0.0S.  In  1905-6  the  in- 
crease in  expenditure  over  the  previous 
year  was  £^4,99^,  a  percentage  of 
increase  of  3.15,  and  in  1906-7  the 
increase  was  j£i  81,1 09,  representing 
a  percentage  of  increase  of  6.50.  So 
that  the  position  is  that  the  increase 
in  revenue  for  1906-7  over  that  for 
1901-2  represents  a  percentage  of  increase 
of  31.86,  whereas  the  increase  of  expendi- 
ture in  1906-7,  as  compared  with  that  in 
1901-2,  represents  a  percentage  of  only 
20.17.  These  figures,  which  have  been 
supplied  to  me  by  the  Department,  and  are, 
of  course,  capable  of  verification,  speak 
eloquently  of  the  expan^on  of  this  great: 
business  concern  since  it  was  transferred 
from  the  management  of  the  States  to  that 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Pearce. — It  is  a  better  record 
than  any  State  Railway  Department  can 
show. 

Senator  BEST. — The  increase  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  1907-8  over  that  for  1906-7, 
so  far  as  officers  and  salaries  are  concerned, 
is  as  follows : — The  original  Estimates 
provide  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
officers  bv  669,  and  of  salaries  to  the  extent 
of  ;£,^8,ioo.  The  Additional  Estimates 
provide  for  905  officers  more,  whose  salaries 
for  the  proportion  of  the  year  would 
he  4.956.  I  have  already  pointed 
out  to  honorable  senators  that,  roughly,  it 
is  estimated  that  the  saLiries  of  these  905 
officers  for  the  year  would  amount  to  some- 
thing like  ;^7o,ooo.  The  total  increase 
in  the  number  of  officers  for  tlw  year  is 
1,574,  and  the  expenditure  involved  in  their 
^loyment  £5i>°5^- 


Senator  de  Largie. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  figures  showing  the  increase  in  re- 
venue in  each  State? 

Senator  BEST.— I  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  worry  hcmorable  senators  with 
details.  "I  thought  that  they  would  prefer 
the  gross  figures  showing  the  percentages  of 
increase  in  revenue  and  expenditure. 

Senator  Gray. — Has  the  honorable  sena* 
tor  any  figures  distinguishing  between  the 
revenue  from  telephwies  and  from  other 
postal  services? 

Senator  BEST. — No;  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  to  give  such  figures  at  this  stage. 
In  order  to  save  tinie,  I  shall  cause  to  be 
circulated  certain  papers  in  connexion  with 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  which 
are  worthy  of  the  attention  of  honorable 
senators.  One  of  these  papers  sets  out 
the  additional  facilities  granted  to  the  pub' 
lie  by  the  Department  since  Federation,  and 
it  is  eloqiKnt  of  the  advance  which  has  kvsen 
made.  It  starts  by  a  reference  to  the  very 
substantial  concession  in  the  reducti(Hi  of 
the  charge  made  upon  telegrams. 

Senator  Vardon. — Does  it  mention  any 
curtailments  of  public  conveniences? 

Senator  BEST. — No;  there  has  been  no- 
thing but  extensions  granted  to  the  public. 

Senator  Vardon. — There  have  been  some 
curtailments  of  public  conveniences. 

Senator  BEST.— There  may  be  some 
trumpery  little  matter  in  connexion  with 
which  persons  may  be  under  some  miscon- 
cxptitxi  and  believe  that  there  has  beoi  a 
curtaiUnent  of  public  convenience,  but, 
speaking  generally,  the  record  has  been  one 
of  consistent  expansi(»i  as  disclosed  by  the 
figures  which  I  have  already  quoted. 

Senator  Millen. — Where  has  there  been 
any  reduction  in  the  telegraphic  rates? 

Senator  Pearce. — In  every  State. 

Senator  Millen. — From  what  rate  to 
what  other  rate  ? 

Senator  Pearce. — In  Western  Australia 
it  used  to  cost  3s.  to  send  a  telegram  from 
Western  Australia  to  Queensland  which  can 
now  be  sent  for  is. 

Senator  BEST.— The  additional  facili- 
ties are  set  out  in  details  in  the  paper  to 
which  I  refer. 

Senator  Millen. — There  has  been  no  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  telegrams  to  New 
South  Wales. 

Senator  Pearce. — New  South  Wales  is 
not  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  BEST.— Let  us  look  at  what 
has  occurred  in  New  South  Wales  for  a 
moment.  I  find  that  wherr,thifiifl«)art- 
ment  was  under  SS^^toMrffiSBT  the 
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address  and  signature  were  free,  the  charge 
for  suburban  telegrams  in  New  South 
Wales,  Queensland,  South  Australia,  Wes- 
tern Australia,  and  Tasmania  was  6d.  for 
the  first  ten  words,  and  for  each  additional 
word  id.  Now  a  telegram  can  be  sent 
throughout  Australia  at  the  rate  of  sixteen 
words  for  is. 

Senator  Turley. — Before  Federation  the 
charge  everywhere  in  Queensland  was  is. 
for  ten  words  outside  a  certain  radius. 

Senator  BEST, — I  am  circulating  the 
statement  of  the  additional  fadlities  granted 
to  the  public  »nce  Federation,  and  it  will 
be  found  that  it  categorically  sets  out  what 
has  been  done. 

Senator  Millen. — But  the  honorable 
senator  said  that  it  sets  out  a  concession  in 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  telegrams 
when  there  has  been  no  such  concession  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Senator  Pearce. — Yes,  there  has.  Does 
the  h(M3orable  senator  require  to  use  six 
words  for  the  address  of  a  telegram  ? 

Senat<K  Millen. — For  the  address  and 
ugnatiire,  yes. 

Senator  BEST.— I  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  wise  for  us  in  this  connexion  to 
discuss  the  benefits  conferred  upon  indi- 
vidual States.  We  should  rather  take  the 
Commonwealth  as  a  whole  because,  so  far 
as  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  is 
concerned,  we  are  dealing  with  the  revenue 
as  a  whole. 

SenatcM-  Tueley. — Perscais  in  New  South 
Wales  sending  telegrams  outnde  that  State 
had  before  Federation  to  pay  2s.  or  3s.  for 
ten  words,  and  they  can  now  send  a  mes- 
sage of  sixteen  words  for  is.* 

Senator  Millen. — I  objected  to  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  saying 
that  there  was  a  concession  to  New  South 
Wales. 

Senator  BEST.— I  did  not  say  so.  I 
said  that  it  was  after  concessi<»is  had  been 
made  to  the  citizens  of  the  O^nmcHiwealth, 
who  must  fUl  be  treated  alike,  that  the  sub- 
stantial increase  of  revenue  to  which  I  have 
referred  has  taken  place,  and,  of  course, 
additional  requirements  to  meet  the  expan- 
sion of  the  Department  are  necessary.  A 
second  paper  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the 
attention  of  honorable  senators  has  also 
been  printed,  and  will  be  circulated.  .  It 
refers  to  the  benefits  to  officers  since  Fede- 
raticKi,  and  they  will  also  be  fotmd  to  be 
very  substantial. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — ^Tbey  do  not  seem 
to  appredate  them. 


Senator  BEST.— I  can  hardly  expect 
Senator  St.  Ledger  to  appreciate  them. 

SenatOT  St.  Ledger. — What  are  all  their 
complaints  about? 

Senator  BEST. — Perhaps  it  would  be 
cmly  fair  that  at  this  juncture  I  should 
staie  in  regard  to  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  what  has  been  done,  and  what 
is  contemplated  by  the  sub-Committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Cabinet  in  order  that  honor- 
able senators  may  be  given  an  outline  of  the 
scope  of  their  inquiry  into  the  working  of 
the  Department.  I  have  this  informatiorh 
on  the  subject  to  sulxnit  to  the  Smate.  It 
is  proposed  that  the  Committee  shall  in- 
quire into — 

1.  The  policy  of  decentraluation,  and  the  de- 
gree to  which  It  can  be  extended  with  advantage. 

2.  Staffing  of  the  Department.  The  lelation- 
&hip  of  the  Department  and  its  officers. 

3.  The  present  pressing  needs  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  regard  to  expenditure. 

4.  The  difficulties  of  the  Department  in  re- 
gard to  ttie  carrying  out  of  .its  public  works,  in- 
cluding minor  alterations  to  buildings,  &c. 

5.  The  present  practice  and  future  policy  of 
the  Department  in  connexion  with  applications 
for  the  extension  of  postal,  telegraphic,  and 
telephonic  services  in  country  districts,  and  par- 
ticularly in  remote  and  sparsely  populated  parts 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

6.  The  future  management  and  financing  of 
the  Department. 

Inquiries  are  being  made  of  ex^officers  of  the 
Department  who  have  occupied  responsible  posi* 
tioQs.  Suggestions  by  representative  public  mea 
upon  matters  within  Ae  scope  of  the  inquiry 
will  receive  consideration. 

Reports  are  being  obtained  from  the  Deputy- 
Postmasters-General  in  each  State. 

Complaints  made  by  members  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  during  the  last  13  months  will  be 
investigated  and  classified. 

The  abnormal  growth  of  postal,  telegraphic, 
and  telephonic  business  in  New  South  Wales 
during  the  last  twelve  months  will  demand  a 
thorough  investigation  by  the  Committee  in  that 
State  as  to  the  best  methods  to  provide  for  its 
being  efficiently  met,  and,  where  circumstances 
warrant,  other  States  will  be  visited 

The  Deputy  Postmasters-General  have  been 
instructed  to  classify  the  complaints  made  in 
Parliament,  and  those  which  have  been  cate- 
gorically  stated  in  the  press  during  the  last  la 
months,  for  investigation  by  the  Committee, 

Under  each  heading,  details  into  which  in- 
quiry is  considered  necessary  are  being  arranged. 

That  is  just  a  categorical  statement  of  the 
scope  of  the  proposed  inquiry. 

Senator  de  Lasgie.^ — Can  the  honorable 
senator  give  us  any  idea  as  to  how  the  Syd- 
ney-Melbourne teleph<»ie  line  is  paying? 

Senator  BEST. — No,  but  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  give  my  honorable  friend  the  in- 
formation when  we  are  considering  the  Es- 
timates in  Ccanmittee.  r^r\(^\f> 
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Senator  Millen. — I  tried  to  use  that  line 
last  week,  but  could  not. 

Senator  BEST. — In  amclusicHi,  I  desire 
to  make  a  statement  regarding  our  obliga- 
ticms  under  the  Braddon  secti(xi.  In  the 
early  portion  of  my  remarks  I  stated  that 
acccNTcKng  to  the  Budget  estimate  there 
would  be  paid  to  the  States  this  year  out 
of  our  one-fourth  share  of  the  Cust'cMns  and 
Excise  revenue  ;^io3,992.  But  that  esti- 
mate has  to  be  revised  in  the  light  of  the 
Addieional  Estimates,  and  the  increased 
revenue.  In  the  first  place,  we  must  add 
an  amount  for  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department.  As  the  Penny  Postage  Bill 
has  not  been  passed  its  revenue  will  not 
suffer  the  estimated  loss  of  the  17,000, 
so  that  the  probable  excess  above  the 
estimate  will  be  about  ^£107, 600.  The 
estimated  revenue  was  ;^3, 190,000,  and 
to  that  sum  has  to  be  added  ;^ix7,ooo 
on  account  of  the  non-introductton  of 
penny  postage,  making  a  total  of 
;^3,3o7,ooo.  But  we  estimate  to  receive 
only  ;^3, 297,000,  that  is  to  say,  ;^io7,ooo 
more  than  the  Budget  estimate.  It  will  be 
recognised  that  the  Treasurer  made  a  very 
close  estimate  when  he  deducted  ;^ii7/)00 
as  the  cost  for  half  a  year  of 
penny  postage.  Our  <me-fourth  share  of 
the  additional  Custcms  and  Excise  revenue 
may  be  set  down  roughly  at  ;£250,ooo, 
which,  with  the  ;^io3,992  and  the 
j^io7,ooo,  makes  a  total  of  ;£46o,992: 
We  must,  however^  deduct  a  further  in- 
crease of  expenditure  under  special  appro- 
priations, viz.,  for  increased  pay  to  mem- 
bers of  Pailiament  j£it,ooo,  and  for 
Kugar  bounty  5,000,  totalling  ^^32,000. 
The  total  amount  which  we  have  in  hand 
aiailable  for  esijenditure  is,  therefore, 
^'^28,993. 

Senator  Millen.— The  Government  have 
not  that  money  in  hand.  They  have  paid 
over  tbe  balance  to  the  States  at  the  end  of 
each  moQth. 

Senator  BEST,— My  honorable  friend 
must  know  v^is  that  may  be  the  law 
it  is  impossible  and'  iuapracticable. 

Senator  MiLi£H;~Tbe  Government  do 
not  want  a  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  if  they 
are  holding  back  money  from  the  States. 

Senator  BF.ST, — Surely  my  honorable 
friend  inii^t  know  tli.^t  we  are  obliged  to 
make  provision  ior  our  obligations,  and  that 
tens  of  thousiindi  of  pounds  are  set  aside 
for  that  purpo.";^.  '1  hst  is  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  and  that  is  what  every  Trea- 
surer must  do.  Otherwise  he  would  rapidly 
come  to  grief- 

Seeaior  IIulcahv — Does  not  the  Min- 
"vStt  OKao  that  by  tlie  end  of  this  current 


year  the  Treasurer  estimates  that  the  Com- 
monwealth will  have  handed  back  to  the 
States  ;£4oo,ooo  more  than  the  law  re- 
quires? 

Senator  BEST.— I  mentioned  most  defi- 
nitely what  had  been  handed  over  during 
the  first  nine  months  of  the  year. 

Senator  Millen. — How  mudi  in  excess 
of  the  three-fourths  of  the  Customs  and 
Excise  revenue  ? 

Senator  BEST.— I  gave  the  figures. 
During  the  nine  months  we  have  paid  to 
the  States  £7,505,448. 

Senator  Millen. — How  much  more  than 
the  three-fourths  share  is  that? 

Senator  BEST.— I  went  so  far  as  to 
cMitrast  that  amount  with  the  amount  paid 
in  1906-7. 

Senator  Millen.— But  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  not  say  by  how  much  that 
exceeds  the  three-fourths  share. 

Senator  BEST.— I  can  onlv  deal  with 
the  original  Estimates  and  state  what  has 
taken  place.  When  the  Treasurer  delivered 
his  Budget  it  was  estimated  that  the  States 
would  receive  from  the  Commonwealth 
;^7.779'290-  That  represents  the  three- 
fourths  share  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue,  plus  ;£io3,992.  I  went  into 
details. 

Senator  Millen.  —  The  question  I  have 
asked  has  not  been  answered,  even  on  the 
Minister's  own  showing. 

Senator  BEST.— I  mentioned  that  the 
original  Estimate  was  £7,779,290,  and 
that  in  the  course  of  nine  months  we  had 
paid  to  the  States  ^^7,505,448. 

Senator  Millen. — Yes,  but  the  honor- 
able senator  did  not  say  how  much  the 
payment  is  in  excess  of  the  three-fourths 
share. 

Senator  BEST.— No. 

Senator  Millen. — It  is  ;^7o8,ooo  in  ex- 
cess. 

Senator  BEST.— It  is  a  matter  of  cal- 
culation. In  this  sum  of  ^^7,779,290  was 
included  :^io3,992,  which  represented  a 
portion  of  our  one-fourth  share.  The  total 
available  amount  for  expmditure  is,  I  re- 
peat, £438,992.  Against  that,  the  Addi- 
tional Estimates,  after  the  deduction  of 
^134,050  included  in  both  the  Estimates- 
in-Chief  and  Additional  Estimates,  provide 
;^43<5,978.  There  is  apparently  a 
shortage  of  about  j£8,ooo,  but  as  honorable 
senators  know,  there  will  be  savings  which 
will  keep  the  expenditure  well  within  the 
revenue.  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  as 
shortly  and  concisely  as  possible  not  only 
the  figures  relating  to  the  Budget,  but  alsr 
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the  figures  regarding  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture since  its  delivery.  I  have  also 
directed  some  attention  to  what  is  con- 
templated in  regard  to  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph  Department.  Although  there  may 
be  room  for  complaint  in  regard  to  that 
Department — and  I  know  that  there  is — . 
yet  the  figures  indicate  very  clearly  that  it 
has  progressed  froai  the  time  it  was  taken 
over.  Necessarily  in  the  bringing  together 
of  six  vast  concerns  and  organizing  them 
under  Federal  authority  there  has  been 
room  fot  complaints.  All  that  remains  to 
be  done  is  to  see  that  the  Deoartment  is 
placed  on  a  better  footing  so  far  as  its  or- 
ganization is  concerned,  and  that  less  op- 
portunity for  complaint  is  given  to  the 
general  public.  I  hope  that  on  the  whole 
the  financial  position  of  the  Commonwealth 
will  be  found  to  be  eminently  satisfactory 
to  honorable  senators. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[4.40]. — I  am  sure  that  no  one  who  has 
listened  to  the  interesting  array  of  figures 
which  the  Minister  has  submitted  would 
imagine  that  it  was  possible  to  follow  him 
through  them  in  any  detail.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  my  time  has  been  fully  occupied 
in  dealing  with  the  Tariff,  it  has  been  quite 
impossible  for  me — and  I  believe  for  other 
honorable  senators — to  give  to  Federal 
finance  that  close  attention  which  would 
qualify  me  on  the  spur  of  the  mc«nent 
to  enter  into  a  criticism  of  the  Min- 
ister's statement.  It  must  be  regretted 
that  since  its  establishment  there  has  been 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  re- 
gard its  responsibility  in  relation  to  the 
finances  in  rather  a  perfunctory  manner. 
That  commenced  very  early  in  the  davs  of 
FederaticHi^  and  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
tendency  seems  to  have  broadened  out  until 
it  has  almost  become,  accepted  as  an  accom- 
plished fact.  I  am  not  extremely  hopeful 
as  to  an  early  amendment  of  this,  practice. 
•So  pronoimced  has  it  become  that  the  Sen- 
ate is  invariably  asked  to  vote  the  great 
bulk  of  the  money  expended  in  the  year 
befwe  the  Estimates-in-Chief  are  sub- 
mitted. 

Senator  Best. — Not  at  all.  From  the 
beginning  we  have  had  the  Estimates  be- 
fore us. 

Senator  MILLEN. — It  is  not  half  an 
hour  since  the  Minister  reminded  the  Senate 
that  it  had  already  authorized  the  expendi- 
ture of  ten-twelfths  of  the  items  which  are 
covered  by  this  Appropriation  Bill. 

Senator  Best. — Exactly,  and  with  each 
Supply  Bill  we  had  the  Estimates. 


Senator  MILLEN.— We  did  not  have 
the  Estimates  of  Expenditure  placed  before 
us.  We  were  merely  provided  with  a 
printed  document  emb<xlying  estimates  of 
expenditure  which  had  yet  to  be  revised  by 
the  other  House,  and  sent  to  us  in  the  form 
of  an  Appropriation  Bill.  We  are  told 
that  we  need  not  examine  monthly  Supply 
Bills  too  critically,  that  we  can  pass  them 
rather  as  a  matter  of  form,  because  they  re- 
present ordinary  expenditure  for  a  month 
or  two,  which  will  ccnne  before  the  Senate 
when  Uie  Estimates  proper  are  brought  un- 
der review.  But  when  the  Appropriation 
Bill  is  submitted,  we  find  ourselves  practi- 
cally unable  to  give  to  the  items  that  close 
consideration  and  analysis  which  they  are 
entitled  to  receive.  We  are  greeted  with 
the  comforting  assurance  that  we  need  not 
examine  the  Bill  critically  because  we  have 
already  sanctioned  the  expenditure  of  ten- 
twelfths  of  the  amount. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — It  does  not  matter 
a  button  if  we  do. 

Senator  MILLEN.— I  should  not  like 
to  think  that.  I  can  still  find  room  for 
some  slight  hope  that  circumstances  arising 
out  of  a  recent  measure  may  pave  the  way 
for  the  adoption  of  a  better  system,  if  de- 
sired. I  refer  to  the  Bill  which  altered 
the  date  for  holding  the  periodical  elec- 
tions. Whilst  at  first  sight  that  may  not 
appear  to  have  any  great  eff'ect  upon  our 
method  of  dealing  with  financial  questions, 
still  I  think  it  is  possible  that  it  will. 
Owing  to  circumstances  which  to  stxne  ex- 
tent were  not  within  our  control,  we  drifted 
into  a  state  of  affairs  when  there  was  no 
regular  period  for  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment— no  set  time  when  we  might  expect 
to  get  an  opportunitv  to  discuss  the  Esti- 
mates of  expenditure,  and  no  recognised 
date  at  which  it  might  hope  to  conclude  its 
deliberations.  But  if  Parliament  is  called 
together,  as  it  will  be  after  the  next  general 
election,  some  time  before  the  expiration  of 
the  current  financial  year,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  the  Government,  if  they  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity,  to  bring  down 
their  Estimates  early  in  the  session  so  that 
Parliament  can  have  them  under  review 
almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  new  finan- 
cial year.  It  can  then  give  the  considera- 
tion to  them  that  thev  require,  and  leave 
the  Appropriation  Bill  'to  be  considered  .-"t 
the  close  of  the  session.  T  am  hopeful 
thr.t,  when  the  new  Parliament  does  meet, 
towards  the  end  of  one  financial  year,  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  get  into  a  *'  regular 
stride,"  if  I  ftftyzeStty&iSQgl^that  we 
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shall  ha^-e  a  regular  period  at  which 
Parliament  will  meet— regular,  that  is, 
within  a  few  weeks;  and  that  it  will  be 
an  accepted  practice  for  Governments  to 
introduce  Estimates  at  the  earliest  possible 
date  after  the  assembling  of  Parliament. 
If  that  is  done,  we  shall  adopt  a  practice 
which  is  perhaps  observed  more  than  any 
other  practice  that  I  know  of  in  the  Brftish 
House  of  Commons — a  practice  which  en- 
ables those  who  are  disposed  to  pay  more 
or  less  particular  attention  to  the  finanrinl 
proposals  of  the  Government  the  fuUeA 
opportunity  of  «camining  them.  Turning 
to  the  remarks  of  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council,  I  regret  very  much  the 
limitations  put  upon  us  in  dealing  w?th  his 
speech.  He  has  obtained  the  suspension 
of  the  Standing  Orders  to  enable  this  Bill 
to  be  carried  through  all  its  stages  in  one 
sitting.  The  suspension  was  granted  with 
the  unanimous  approval ,  of  the  Senate. 
Therefore,  it  would  be  idle  to  do  more  than 
point  out  the  great  disabilities  which  are 
imposed  upon  any  honorable  senator  who 
desires  to  discuss  the  speech  of  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  as  it 
should  be  discussed. 

Senator  Best. — We  have  debated  the 
Estimates  on  five  occasions  already. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  do  not  think  that 
there  has  been  2i  definite  debate  on  the^  fi-^- 
ancial  positicm  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  Sena'te  this  year.  Honorable  senators 
have  taken  various  details  of  Supplv  Bills 
that  have  come  before  us,  but  I  have 
never  listened  to  anvthing  approaching  a 
financial  debate — such  a  delxite  as  might 
reasonably  have  resulted  from  the  speech 
just  delivered  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council.  That  being  so,  it  would 
be  folly  on  my  part  to  attempt  anything  like 
a  criticism  of  the  figures  to  which  I  have 
just  listened.  For  that  reason  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  even  a  pretence  of  look- 
ing iriio  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, There  are,  however,  one  or 
two  matter3  to  which  I  should  like  to  refer. 
First  of  all,  I  have  to  say  somelhinK  with 
regard  to  the  Ptat  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
moii,  I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  many 
bof  the  oomDlair^s  kIM'  h*y9  boecr  made, 
tud  mv&e  in  spitft  tte  ex&adr^inary 
HBttfaMtfiliEb  Department  is  supposed 
PPMn^Pranftorsd  upon  everv  man.  wiiman, 
:mJ  -hilil  in  AUBtrafia.  Ii  1"  ■  way. 
r  iili-T   r  'ma.rkable  that  in  ar  of 

all  iliiM-  added  bcri'-ri(s  yml  of  rr  ;i;i  id  ex- 
aUffiadnvifgi  iiweilgde||yiAMBMBa_j£ad  of 
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one  loud  wail  of  complaint — and,  I  think, 
with  ample  justification.     However,  what 
I  wish  particularly  to  refer  to  in  this  ccn- 
nexion  is  the  dif&nilty  which  the  ordinary 
man  has  in  understanding  the  figures  re- 
lative to  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment,    I  have  previously  referred  to  this 
subject,  and  have  indicated  a  more  busi- 
ness-like method  of  presenting  accounts, 
and  one  which  would  make  abundantlv 
clear  the  figures  relating  ko  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  connected  with    the  various 
branches  of  the  Department.     It  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  reflection  upon  the  manag«nent 
of  this  great  D^Mitaient  that  we  are  not 
able  to  tell  how  the  telephone  branch 
stands   as  compared  with    the  telegmph 
branch.     No  business  firm  would  so  "  box 
up  "  its  accounts  as  to  be  unable  to  know 
the  revenue-earning  capacity  and  the  expen- 
dfture  of  each  one  of  its  various  brandies. 
In  the  Railway  Department  of  New  South 
Wales,  for  instance,  it  would  evoke  a  smile, 
or  something  less  pleasant,  if  it  were  sug- 
gested that  the  railway  authorities  could  not 
tell  how  much  the  trams  earned  and  how 
much  it  costs  to  run  them.    I  see  no  great 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  telephoie  branch ; 
and  it  has  beccMne  a  matter  of  increasing 
interest  to  know  whether  the  telephcme 
branch  is  paying  its  way,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent, and  to  be  able  to  differentiate  the 
figures  of  that  branch  from  those  of  the 
telegraph  branch,  for  the  reason  that,  as 
most  of  us  are  aware,  the  use  of  the  tele- 
phone is  spreading  more  rapidly  than  is 
the  use  of  the  telegraph.    The  telephone 
IS  coming  into  all  our  homes;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  both  in  the  interests  of 
sound  administration,  and  in  the  public  in- 
terest generally,  the  Department  ought  to 
make  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  exact  finan- 
cial position  which  the  telephone  branch 
occupies.      Whilst  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Executive  Council  said  a  little  while 
p.go  that  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain  these 
figures,  I  would  remind  him  that  his  col- 
league, Mr.  Austin  Chapman,  when  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,   practically  gave  a  promise 
that  a  return  would  be  prepared  show- 
ing what  proportion  the  telephone  receipts 
and  expenditure  bore  to  the  total  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  the  Department.  An- 
other matter  to  which  I  wish  to  allude  has 
regard  to  the  capital  invested.  No  balance- 
sheet  issued  by  a  private  firm  or  by  a  pub- 
lic concern  can  be  considered  satisfactory 
which  does  not  set  forth  accur^^y  what 
liabilities  it  has,D^(ybdK|iU3tM)fims  are. 
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-The  Post  and  Telegraph  Departrnwit  never 
attempts  to  do  that.  All  that  it  attempts 
to  put  forward  is  a  statement  of  its  receipts 
and  expenditure — a  mOst  incomplete 
balance-sheet,  which  would  satisfy  no  busi- 
ness man.  While  I  do  not  say  that  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  must  be 
regarded  solely  as  a  business  institution, 
I  see  no  reason  why  its  accounts  should 
not  be  presented  in  a  business-like  way,  so 
that  Farliament,  which  has  to  deal  with 
them,  and  the  public,  which  is  keenly  in- 
terested in  them,  may  know  exactly  how 
this  big  revenue  earning  concern  of  ours 
stands.  I  have  heard  the  matter  referred 
to  frequently,  but  have  never  seen  that  any 
particular  steps  have  been  taken  towards 
the  realization  of  the  goal  to  which  I  point. 
I  do  trust  that  the  Cabinet  Committee, 
though  not,  perhaps,  specially  deputed  to 
inquire  into  this  particular  matter,  will 
make  some  recommendation,  not  only  with 
regard  to  amplifying,  but  also  to  simpli- 
fying the  accounts  of  the  Department,  so 
that  members  of  Parliament  and  fhe  general 
public  may  be  able  to  understand  clearly 
what  the  Department  is  doing,  what  it  is 
earning,  and  what  it  costs.  One  set  of 
figures  to  which  the  Minister  has  referred 
I  fail  to  understand.  He  referred  to  a 
sum  of  ^^400,000,  which  he  said  the  Com- 
monwealth held  in  excess  of  the  amount 
paid  over  to  the  States.  I  understand  that 
the  Conmonwealth  ConstituticHi  forbids 
that  kind  of  thing,  and  that  amounts 
which  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  has 
nor  appn^riated  must  be  paid  over  to  the 
States  at  the  end  of  every  month. 

Senator  Best. — ^We  are  appropriating  it 
by  this  verv  Bill. 

Senator  MILLEN. — T  am  not  speaking 
cf  the  amount  appropriated  bv  this  Bill. 
I  am  aware  that  once  a  certain  appropria- 
tion is  made,  it  is  not  necessary  absolutelv 
to  expend  it,  but  once  it  is  appropriated,  it 
is  withdrawn  frcMii  the  amount  returned  to 
the  States.  The  Minister,  however,  as  I  in- 
terpreted him,  referred  to  the  fact  that  the 
Government  was  providing  against  this  ob- 
ligation bv  putting  apart  a  sum  of 
;^40o,ooo  for  contingencies.  If  that  is  so, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  Government  is  an- 
ticipating the  Surplus  Re\enue  Bill.  If 
I  understood  the  Minister  aright,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  also  that  the  Government  is 
acting  in  contraventicm  of  the  Constitution, 
which  apparently  lavs  it  down  that  any 
surplus  not  required'by  the  Commonwealth 
for  its  own  purposes,  and  not  appropriated 
within  the  nxxith,  or  at  the  end  of  the  mcxith 


must  be  paid  over  to  the  States.  If  that 
obligation  had  been  carried  out  there  could 
have  been  no  ;^4oo,ooo  for  the  Government 
to  hold  for  contingencies,  to  meet  liabilities 
which  may  or  may  not  occur. 

Senator  Best. — By  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates laid  upon  the  table  we  are  appro- 
priating the  j;^40o,ooo,  and  this  ^£250,000 
for  hart)or  and  coastal  defence  forms  part 
and  parcel  of  that. 

Senator  MILLEN.— That  does  not  clear 
up  the  point.  Is  the  money  which  is  being 
appropriated  money  which  has  been  held 
back  during  the  past  nine  months,  or  is  it 
mcmey  which  the  Gowrnment  expect  to  re- 
ceive during  the  next  three  mmiths?  If 
it  is  mcmey  held  back,  I  say  -that  it  is  dis- 
tinctly held  back  in  Tiotati<Hi  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Senator  Best. — Not  at  all. 

Senator  MILLEN. — There  is  no  other 
way  in  which  the  Governmait  could  hold  it 
back. 

Senator  Best. — It  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Govertunent  to  do  so  in  violatkxi 
of  the  Constitution. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Auditor-General 
would  surely  step  in  if  the  Government  were 
doing  anything  contrary  to  the  Constitution  ? 

Senator  MILLEN. — He  probably  would, 
but  the  Auditor-General's  report  is  not 
before  us  yet.  The  fact  that  the  Min- 
ister does  not  give  a  simple  answer  to  my 
question  lends  colour  to  my  idea.  I  say 
that  if  this  is  not  merely  a  sum 
which  we  have  yet  to  receive,  but  is  money 
which  the  Government  have  received  and 
have  held  back  out  of  the  monthly  division, 
they  have  acted  improperly  and  contrary  to 
the  Constitution. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Are  the  books 
balanced  monthly  or  not? 

Senator  MILLEN. — That  is  the  point. 

Senator  Pearce.  —  Until  Parliament 
otherwise  provides  they  must  be. 

Senator  MILLEN, — The  Minister  said 
distinctly  that  the  Government  contend  that 
that  is  not  so,  and,  therefwe,  I  am  wonder- 
ing whether  there  is  some  way  known  to  the 
Treasury  officials  which  would  enable  the 
Government  to  do  indirectly  what  they  pro- 
pose to  do  openly  by  means  of  the  Surplus 
Revenue  Bill. 

Senator  Pearce. — We  should  hear  of  it 
from  the  Auditor-General  if  they  had  done 
that. 

Senator  MILLEN.— We  should  hear  of 
it  from  the  Auditor- General  in  time,  no 
doubt.  Another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  is  not  cme  that  mav^affectJiatters  in 
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the  Senate  just  now,  but  which  is,  never- 
theless, very  important.  I  am  speaking  of 
the  approaching  re-adjustment  between  the 
States  and  the  Commonwealth  of  their 
financial  relations.  It  is  extremely  diflScult 
to  deal  with  any  figures  in  considering  that 
re-adjustment,  because  of  the  fact  that  we 
are  now  in  a  period  of  transition,  a  pmod 
of  abnormal  figures,  and  of  increased  re- 
venue. I  am  not  saying  how  far  that  in- 
crease is  due  to  the  wholly  abnormal  yield 
of  revenue  generally,  and  how  far  it  is  due 
to  oi>erations  under  the  new  Tariff  arising; 
out  of  proposals  for  higher  duties.  Every 
scheme  that  has  been  put  forward  for  the 
solution  and  adjustment  of  the  financial  re- 
lations between  the  Conunonwealth  and  the 
States  has  embodied  the  central  idea  that 
there  should  be  paid  to  the  States  by  the 
Ccxnmonweatth  an  annual  sum  of  money — 
paid  either  directly  as  a  ccmtrlbution  from 
the  central  body  to  the  various  States,  or 
indirectly  by  the  Commonwealth  relieving 
the  States  of  obligaticwis  with  regard  to  their 
public  debts.  The  Constitution,  I  should 
like  to  point  out,  prondes  for  the  payment 
to  the  States  of  three-fourths  of  the  Com- 
monwealth revenue  under  the  section  known 
as  the  Braddon  section.  Now,  the  Ccmi- 
monwealth  has  paid,  in  addition  to  that,  a 
sum  of  money  amounting,  up  to  the  end  of 
the  last  financial  year,  to  ,;^5,728,n4.  This 
year,  I  gather  from  the  figures  given  by  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council, 
Something  like  ^^700,000  has  been  paid  to 
the  States  in  excess  of  the  three- fourths. 
But  it  is  rather  a  curious  fact  that,  instead 
of  the  States  expressing  satisfaction  at  the 
receipt  of  this  excess  amount,  they  are 
practically  making  it  the  basis  of  their 
claim  for  future  payments.  I  shwld 
be  the  very  last  to  say  that  the 
Commonwealth  is  not  under  a  very 
serious  obligation  to  pay  to  the  States  as 
much  as  possible  over  the  three-fourths 
which  is  guaranteed  to  them.  As  their  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  revenue  has  been  taken 
away  from  them,  we  have  to  return  to  the 
States,  in  some  way  or  other,  some  fairly 
substantial  contribution.  But  what  I  want 
to  point  out  is  tijat  we  have  to  be  just  to  the 
Commonwealth  before  we  can  afford  to  be 
generous  to  the  St/ites.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  State?  Promiers  rather  tend  to  overlook 
the  j;jc£  ll1.1t  in  the  early  days  of  Federa- 
tion, liefnre  the  Commonwealth  had  at- 
inDted  tf>  assume  all  its  responsibilities, 
'ture  was  necessarily  small,  and, 
it  was  enabled  to  return  more 
,  as  day  by  day  the  Com- 


monwealth takes  up  more  of  its  coistitu- 
tional  responsibilities,  its  expenditure  must 
grow.  Consequently,  the  States  must  receive 
a  smaller  proportion  of  the  revenue  than 
they  have  received  in  the  past.  The  States 
Treasurers  and  Premiers  naturally  keep  an 
eye  on  their  own  affairs,  but  they  seem  to 
me  to  overloc^  the  very  serious  c4)ligatioiis 
and  resp(Hi5ibiIities  which  must  devolve  upcm 
the  CommOT wealth. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — That  applies  to 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  but  not  so 
much  to  the  smaller  States. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  did  not  wish  to 
mention  any  States,  but  I  have  no  heata- 
tion  in  saying  that  the  representatives  of 
my  own  State  have  been  foremost  in  push- 
ing that  view  forward.  It  is  a  serious 
probl^  which  is  opened  up.  When  I  see 
that  we  have,  witMn  the  limits  of  our  om- 
stitutional  powers,  such  things  as  old-age 
pensions  to  provide  for,  that  we  have  de- 
fence to  make  effective  and  complete,  that 
we  are  within  measurable  distance  of  the 
time  when  we  have  to  take  over  the  North- 
em  Territory,  that  these  are  all  obligatioos 
clearly  within  our  constitutional  rights,  and 
in  respect  of  which  there  is  a  well'-voiced 
public  demand  that  we  should  attend  to 
them,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  might  rea- 
sonablv  ask  the  States  to  recognise  that  in 
proporticm  as  we  discharge  those  and 
kindred  obligations,  to  that  extent  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  CcxmncKivealth  must  un- 
doubtedly increase.  As  our  donands  in- 
crease, n<^  because  of  any  extravagance  but 
merely  by  the  enlargement  of  our  functions 
through  the  Cwnmonwealth  more  completely 
discharging  the  duties  for  which  it  was 
called  into  existence,  the  Commonwealth 
must  require  to  keep  a  larger  control  over 
the  revenues  which  it  collects,  and  to  that 
extent  will  probably  be  forced  reluctantly 
to  hand  back  less  and  less  to  the  States  as 
time  goes  on.  There  is  a  Conference  of 
Premiers  shortly  to  meet  in  this  city,  and 
every  one  will  be  deli&:hted  if  as  a  result  an 
amicable  and  reasonable  arrangement  is  ar- 
rived at  as  between  the  States  and  the  Con- 
monwealth.  I  do  not  think  there  \S 
anybody  either  in  the  Ministry  or  in  Par- 
liament itself,  and  certainly  not  in  a  Cham- 
ber such  as  this,  constituted  as  it  is 
especially  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
States,  who  would  deny  for  a  moment  that 
in  view  of  the  inter-relation  between  the 
State  and  Federal  finance  there  is  an  ob- 
ligaticm  upon  us  to  consider  most  tenderly 
the  requirements  of  the  States.  But 
whilst  subscribingg.^,^rtig^^^^.  the 
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Commonwealth  would  be  making  a  most  fatal 
mistake  if,  in  order  to  be  generous  to  the 
States,  it  was  unjust  to  itself.  One  thing 
which  I  fear  above  all  others,  judging  from 
the  many  public  utt^ant^  which  have  come 
under  my  notice,  is  the  possibility  of  the 
Federation  beii^  made  the  great  taxing 
machine  of  Australia,  whilst  the  States 
stand  fOTward  as  a  kind  of  bountiful  Fro- 
xidence  distributing  in  various  kinds  of 
concessions  to  the  people  the  amounts  which 
the  Commonwealth  has  raised.  I  want  to 
see  that  terminated. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — That  must  be,  so 
long  as  the  Commonwealth  controls  the 
Customs. 

Senator  MILLEN. — I  am  not  complain-' 
ing  of  the  amounts  which  we  are  paying  the 
States  to-day.  I  only  fear  that  a  demand 
may  be  made  not  merely  for  the  payment 
which  has  existed  in  the  past,  but  even  for 
an  enlarged  one.  Even  to-day,  whilst  the 
Commonwealth  is  pointed  to  as  the  big  tax- 
ing machine,  my  own  State  has  received 
enontious  sums,  has  been  enabled  to  show 
great  surpluses,  and  make  great  conc^ions 
to  the  people,  with  the  result  that  must  in- 
evitably f<^low,  wherever  you  have  one  body 
raising  the  money  and  another  spending  it. 
The  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  bring  about 
as  soon  and  as  completely  as  possible  an 
absolute  divorce  between  Federal  and  State 
finance.  It  is  quite  immaterial  to  me 
i\hether  that  is  done  by  means  of  the 
transfer  of  State  debts  or  the  payment  of 
a  fixed  sum.  The  main  thing  is  to  arrive 
at  a  fair  adjustment  between  the  two  bodies 
as  to  the  proportion  of  dustoms  revenue 
which  they  shall  receive,  and  a  distinct 
agreement  which,  frcHn  the  date  on  which 
it  is  arrived  at,  will  leave  the  Commcm- 
wealth  free  to  work  out  its  own  destiny  un- 
hampered by  any  consideration  of  State 
needs  or  State  necessities. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[5-5]- — Whilst  we  are  all  anxious  to  assist 
the  Go\'ernment  to  get  cm  with  the  work 
of  the  counftry  by  passing  the  Estimates, 
there  are  some  figures  which  I  have  ex- 
tracted from  the  Budget  speech  and  from 
other  financial  papers  that  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  lay  before  the  Chamber,  and, 
through  it,  before  the  public.  These 
figures  show  the  OTomious  increase  of  ex- 
Ijenditure  on  the  various  Departments  be- 
tween the  years  1901-2  and  1906-7.  I 
admit  that  they  are  capable  of  explanation, 
and  that  possibly  some  explanation  can 
be  given  to  account  for  what  certainly 


appears  to  be  an  enormous  increase,  but  if 
there  is  anything  that  requires  a  very  clear 
explanation,  it  is  this  drift  of  'the  Common- 
wealth finances.  The  cost  of  the  various 
Departments  in  detail  was  as  follows — 
Department,  igot-a.  I9<^7 

£  £ 

Governor-General  ...  29,185  ...  18,613 

Parliament    ...  ...  122,796  ...  i77>o6i 

External  Affairs  ...  32,876  ...  67,241 

Attorney-General  .,.  3,680  ...  37,609 

Home  Affairs  ...  12,381  ...  4i>38s 

Treasury      ...  ...  10,466  ...  171768 

Trade  and  Castoms  ...  262,503  ...  6^4,328 

Defence       ...  ...  861,218  ...  11035,795 

Fostmaster-General  ...  3,383,815  ...  2,966,098 

Totals     .../3.yi7.8ao  ...  ^^4.985.897 

That  shows  an  increase  of  ^1,268,077, 
roughly  from  three  and  three-quarter  mil- 
lions to  about  five  millions,  or  a  propor- 
tionate increase  of  nearly  33J  per  cent. 

Senator  Needhah. — Is  not  that  a  good 
sign? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— Not  with  ex- 
penditure. I  am  not  gwng  to  say  whether 
it  is  good  or  bad,  but  the  expenditure 
is  certainly  mounting  up  at  a  rapid  rate.  I 
can  see  in  the  various  items  in  the  Depart- 
ments several  cases  of  expenditure  which 
has  had  to  be  incurred  by  the  Ccwnmon- 
wealth,  and  a>nsequently  the  Government 
cannot  be  fairly  charged  with  the  respcm- 
sibility  of  the  whole  of  that  increase.  The 
principal  item  is  represr^nted  by  works. 
The  State  authorities  formerly  charged 
their  works  as  a  rule  to  loan  account,  but 
the  Commonwealth  Government  have 
charged  them  to  revenue.  The  increase  in 
the  expenditure  on  works  in  1906-7  over 
that  for  1 90 1 -2  was  as  follows: — Home 
Affairs,  ^9,285 ;  Census  and  Statistics, 
,■^5,007;  Trade  and  Custrans,  jQi,i62; 
Defence,  ;^i95»i59 ;  Postmaster-General, 
-^275, 737.  The  increase  of  33J  per  cent, 
in  the  total  expenditure,  even  if  reduced 
by  that  sum  of  ^£486, 350,  is  still  very 
targe.  It  is  only  right  to  say  that  in  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Custcnns  the 
amount  for  sugar  bounties  is  very  large, 
but  even  allowing  for  that,  the  increase  of 
expenditure  between  1901  and  1907  is  a 
subject  which  should  occupy  the  closest  at- 
tention of  the  Federal  Treasurer,  and  no 
fioubt  justifies  every  State  Treasurer  in 
closely  scrutinizing  the  expenditure  of  the 
Commonwealth,  seeing  that  the  States  are 
entitled  to  look  to  their  three-fourths  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  to  form  a 
very  large  proport!<m  of  their  own  reve- 
nues.    The  total  expenditme^pQyi4^  for 
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the  year  1906-7,  according  to  the  Trea- 
surer's Budget  speech,  was  £a*9^7>3°^i 
and  on  the  Estimates  now  before  us  the 
expenditure  ior  1907-8  is  ;^5,9fi7/992,  or 
nearly  ^^6, 000,000.  That  shows  an  in- 
crease 'of  000,000,  or  nearly  20  per 
cent.,  over  the  previous  year.  We  are  en- 
titled to  know,  even  in  the  Senate,  the  jus- 
tification for  so  lar^e  an  increase  of  expen- 
diture as  one-fifth  in  one  year. 

5«iator  Needham. — Why  does  the  hwi- 
orable  senator  say  "even  in  the  Senate"? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER. — Because,  as 
the  leader  of  the  OpptMition  has  pointed 
out,  it  has  usually  been  regarded,  whether 
as  a  matter  of  principle  or  of  necessity,  as 
not  the  right  or  duty  of  the  Senate  to 
closely  investigate  the  finances.  Although 
aa  a  new  senator  I  may  be  speaking  rashly, 
I  take  it  that,  with  few  limitations,  the 
powers  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  «tpendi- 
ture  are  equal  to  those  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  we  are  entitled 
to  the  opportunity  to  criticise  and  repress 
our  judgment  upon  the  revenue  and  expwi- 
diture  of  the  Commonwealth.  If  T  have 
the  time,  and  the  opportunity  is  afforded 
to  me,  I  shall  discuss  in  this  Chamber  the 
finances  down  to  every  farthing  in  the  De- 
partments. I  quite  agree  with  Senator 
Millen  that,  through  pressure  of  business 
and  possibly  through  circumstances  over 
which  no  one  has  control,  we  have  not  the 
time  nor  opportunity  in  this  Chamber  to 
investigate  the  finances  with  proper  atten- 
tion to  detail.  We  have  certainly  not 
done  so  for  ihe  last  twelve  or  eightem 
months,  and  we  do  not  know,  except'bv  ob- 
serving the  general  tendency  of  drift  in  the 
fin?.nces,  where  the  Commonwealth  is 
going  with  regard  fo  the  States  and  with 
regard  to  itself.  A  comparison  of  the 
expenditure  for  1901-z  and  1907-8  gives 
very  startling  results,  apart  from  anv  ex- 
planation or  defence  that  mav  be  offered. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  Minister  will 
enter  upon  a  detuled  defence  at  this  stage, 
but,  at  any  rate,  the  figures  as  they  stand 
require  explanation.  In  a  Chamber  of 
this  kind,  representing  the  interests  of  the 
States  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the 
Commonwealth,  we  are  bound  to  put  these 
matters  strongly  from  a  State  point  of  vie\T. 
The  Estimates  of  expenditure  for  1907-8 
amount  to  £5,967,992.  In  1901-z,  the 
Estimates  of  expenditure  submitted  to  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  amounted  to 
These  figures  show  an  in- 
crease in  the  expenditure  over  the  seven 
years  of  ;^2,234.774»  or  roughly  speaking 


an  increase  of  ;^2, 250,000  on  an  atpen- 
diture  of  ^^3,750,000,  or  put  in  another 
way  an  increase  of  ;£9,ooo,ooo  on  an  ex- 
penditure of  ;^i5, 000,000.  This  repre- 
sents an  increase,  roughly  speaking,  of  over 
60  per  cent.  Whilst  on  one  side  we  have 
a  right  to  consider  our  financial  powers 
under  the  Commonwealth,  the  States  Go- 
vernments, through  their  Treasurers,  being 
largely  dependent  upon  a  certairt  share  of 
the  revmue  from  Customs  and  Enase,  are 
entitled  to  point  out  to  the  Conuntmwealtfa 
Government  where  thor  expenditure  is 
drifting  to.  The  figures  I  have  quoted 
are  from  official  sources,  and  are  not  chal- 
lengeable. They  show  an  increase  of  over 
60  per  cent,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Com- 
mcHiwealth  Government,  and  it  is  therefore 
about  time  that  some  one  called  a  halt,  and 
certainly  if  a  halt  is  not  to  be  called,  good 
reasons  should  be  given  by  the  Common- 
wealth Government.  In  this  oonnexioi,  I 
refer  to  an  alarming  feature  in  Commcxi- 
wealth  finance  which  may  be  common  also 
to  State  finance.  Whether  our  Common- 
wealth expenditure  can  or  can  not  be  justi- 
fied, it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  increas- 
ing by  leaps  and  boimds,  whilst  our  popu- 
lation is,  comparatively  speaking,  station- 
ary. Since  the  Commonwealth  was  estab- 
lished, whilst  our  expenditure  has  been  in- 
creased by  40,  50,  or  60  per  cent.,  our 
population  has  been  increasing  only  at  the 
rate  of  from  1.2  to  1.5  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. From  his  stand-point,  Senator  Mil- 
len has  very  properly  pointed  out  that  we 
must  not  unduly  strain  the  financial  powers 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  response  to  any 
clamour  on  the  part  of  the  States.  I  can 
quite  understand  the  honorable  senator's 
contention.  He  speaks  as  a  representative 
of  a  large  State,  which  has  been  receiving 
continuouslv  from  the  inception  of  Federa- 
tion hundreds  of  thousands,  and  in  some 
years  almost  a  million,  of  pounds  more  than 
she  received  previous  to  Federation  from 
her  Customs  and  Excise  revenue.  The 
honorable  senator  also  properly  pointed  out 
that  that  advantage  given  to  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales  had  been  followed  bv 
the  very  unfortunate  result  th^t  it  ofFerpd 
an  almost  irresistible  temptation  to  the 
States  authorities  to  indulge  in  extravagant 
expenditure,  and  that  when  thev  found 
themselves  in  financial  difliculties  the  politi- 
cians responsible  for  that  state  of  affairs 
howled  against  the  Commonwealth.  The 
honorable  senator's  remarks  on  this  phase 
of  the  {Question  require  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration.     Prgclit^JvC^S^^  results 
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hare  followed  in  VictOTia.     Every  year 
since  Federation  was  accomplished  Vic- 
toria has  revived  nearly       000,000  more 
than  her  share  of  three-fourths  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise  revenue.      But  I  wish 
specially  to  call  attenticm  to  the  position  of 
Queensland,  as  one  of  what  are  called  the 
smaller    States.      On    three  occasions 
Queensland  has  received  less  than  her  share 
of  three-fonrths  of  the  Custcans  and  Exdse 
revenue.     She  was  not  entitled  to  an  equal 
share  of  the  one-fourth,  because  of  the  ex- 
cess  of  expenditure  in  Queensland,  but  the 
result  has  been  that  on  three  occasions  she 
has  not  received  her  proportion  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  CustcMns  and  Excise  revenue 
which  she  would  have  received  if  collecting 
the  revenue  as  an  independent  State.    We  re- 
quire to  closely  consider  the  position  of  the 
smaller  States  in  this  matter.  Notwith- 
standing the  very  large  increase  in  the  reve- 
nue frcan  Customs  and  Excise  duties  due  to 
the  revised  Tariff,  the  Treasure  in  the  tables 
which  he  placed  before  Parliament  pointed 
out  that  Qu^nsland  would  receive  this  year 
•^72.147  less  than  her  three-fourths  of  the 
total  revenue  from  Customs  and  Excise. 
New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  will  receive 
nearlv  _;^i,ooo,ooo  more  than  their  three- 
fourths  share  of  that  revenue.     Whilst  re- 
presentatives of  those  States  in  the  Senate 
may  very  properly  point  out  that  in  the 
circumstances  the  Commonwealth  is  not  to 
be  unduly  hampered  in  its  financial  opera- 
tions, I,  who  speak  on  behalf  of  a  State 
that,  on  the  figures  submitted  by  the  Trea- 
sury- himself,  is  to  receive  X72<347  less 
than  her  three-fourths  share  of  the  revenue 
from  Customs  and  En:ise.  am  entitled  to 
take  a  different  stand.     It  has  been  shown 
that  this  revenue  will  be  very  largely  in- 
creased  as   a   result   of  the  operations 
during    the    nine    months    of    the  fin- 
ancial   year   which   have   passed.  The 
Treasurer    has    now    only    to  forecast 
the  probable  revenue  for  the  three  months 
remaining,  and  I  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council  to  sav  now  whe- 
ther the  Treasurer  anticipates  that  Queens- 
land will  after  all  receive  her  fair  share 
of  three-fourths  of  the  Customs  and  Ex- 
dse revenue  of  the  Commonwealth?  In 
determining  the  respective  finandal  posi- 
tions of  the  States  and  the  Commonwealth 
under  the  operation  of  the  Constitution, 
the  States .  authorities  have  a  right,  not 
absolutely  to  assume,  perhaps,  but  to  a 
large  extent  to  presume,  that  each  State 
will  ra^ve  at  least  its  three-fourths  of  the 
total  Commonwealth  rei^nue  from  Customs 


and  Excise.  According  to  the  Treasurer's 
t^les,  Queensland  will  not  receive  her 
share  this  year. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — Queensland  has  not 
been  receiving  her  share  for  some  time. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— That  is  so, 
and  I  am  glad  of  the  interjection  from  a 
representative  of  the  State  of  Tasmania, 
because,  from  the  same  table  submitted  by 
the  Treasurer,  I  find  that  he  estimates  that 
Tasmania  will  receive  £2^,106  less  than 
her  share.  The  reason  must  be  that  the 
expenditure  in  the  two  States  as  against 
the  share  of  the  Customs  and  Endse  re- 
venue created  to  themselves  a  deficit  in 
each  case  to  the  amoudt  stated. 

SenatM  Mulcahv. — ^The  real  reascm  is 
that  we  pool  the  Customs  revraue  for  pur- 
poses of  expenditure. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  aware  of 
that.  The  Customs  and  Excise  reveniie  is 
pooled,  and  the  various  States  are  debited 
with  the  expenditure  in  them. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able senator  not  to  dwell  too  long  upon 
that  phase  of  the  question,  because,  really, 
it  is  not  strictly  in  order  at  this  stage, 
though  it  would  have  been  on  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  admit  that 
that  is  so;  but  I  wished,  if  possible,  to 
discover  what  would  be  the  surplus  above 
three-fourths  of  the  Customs  and  Excise 
revenue  which  the  smaller  States  would  re- 
ceive. I  shall  not  at  this  stage  pursue  the 
matter  further,  because  I  am  sure  that  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
win  direct  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer 
to  the  criticisms  addressed  to  this  aspect 
of  the  finances  of  the  Cmnmonwealth. 
The  object  I  hare,  had  in  view  has  been 
to  point  out  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
reason  for  our  unrest  with  regard  to  the 
increasing  expenditure  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  in  every  Department  of  the  Public 
Service  that  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Commonwealth  there  is  unrest,  dissatis- 
faction, and  almost  absolute  chaos.  In 
the  case  of  the  two  great  Departments  of 
Defence  and  Posts  and  Telegraphs, 
it  may  be  said  that  it  will  require 
the  best  efforts  of  Parliament  to  dis- 
cover the  most  effective  means  to  make  them 
properly  perform  the  duties  expected  of 
them.  When  side  by  side  with  a  large 
increase  of  expenditure  we  have  universal 
complaint  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  various 
Federal  Departments,  it-4s  surely  the 
duty,  not  only  ofa^eeS^iaai^&SN  both 
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Houses  of  the  Federal  Parliament,  to  very 
carefully  scrutinize  every  item  of  expendi- 
ture. Might  I  say,  further,  that  we  have 
reason  to  re^et  that,  with  respect  to  the 
current  financial  year,  we  have  not  the  op- 
portunity to  do  our  duty  in  ttus  matter 
thoroughly  and  effectively. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.25]. — The  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  painted ,  in  very  rosy 
colours,  the  financial  position  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  in  still  rosier  colours  the 
financial  abilities  and  performances  of  the 
Government.  I  think  the  honorable  sena- 
tor laid  the  brush  on  a  good  deal  more 
heavily  than  the  circumstances  warranted. 
I  feel  that  the  large  revenue  which  has 
been  collected,  and  whicK  has  been  poured 
out  in  certain  instances  to  the  States  by 
the  million  sterling  almost,  represents 
money  which  in  the  first  instance  has  been 
improperly  extorted  from  the  people.  I 
cannot  understand  any  person  having,  as 
the  menjbers  of  the  Federal  Government 
ought  to  have,  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth  at  heart,  allowing 
themselves  to  extort,  or  even,  shall  I  say 
collect,  from  the  citizens  revenue  by  the 
million  more  than  is  required  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  public  expenditure  in  Aus- 
tralia. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  financial  policy  of  the  Government  has 
Iieen  exceedingly  weak.  Instead  of  taking 
liold  of  the  Kre.1t  questions  which  remain 
unsettled,  and  dealing  with  them  in  a 
cnmplete  and  comprehensive  scheme,  the 
Government  seem  to  know  how  to  do  no- 
thing but  to  appeal  to  the  Customs  House, 
using  their  pet  scheme  of  protection  to  raise 
money  that  is  not  wanted. 

The  PRESIDENT.^1  point  out  to  the 
honorable  senator  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  that  respect  is  not  now 
under  consideration.  I  gave  honoi*able 
senators  a  very  fair  opportunity  before  this 
debate  was  entered  upon,  by  pointing  out 
that  they  would  not  be  bound  by  the  rules 
of  relevancy  in  discussing  the  first  reading 
of  the  Bill,  but  that  in  dealing  with  the 
second  reading  they  would  be  bound  by 
those  rules.  I  have  already  given  honor- 
able senators  a  great  deal  of  latitude,  per- 
haps more  than  I  should  have  dfxie,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  To  be  relevant  on 
the  motion  before  the  Senate,  honorable 
senators  should  discuss  the  administration 
of  the  Departments,  and  the  amount  of 
money  proposed  to  be  expended  in  con- 
nexion with  them.  It  would  be  c<xnpetent 
for  than  to  make  cnnpariscxis  as  lo  the 


decrease  or  increase  of  expenditure,  but 
the  protectionist  policy  of  the  Government, 
or  any  matter  of  that  kind,  is  quite  beside 
the  questioi  at  the  present  stage.  T  ask 
SenatOT  Pulsford,  in  the  drcumstances,  not 
to  depart  from  the  question  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  discuss  the  protectionist  policy 
of  the  Government. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— I  fancy  that 
under  your  ruling,  sir,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  will  be  tied  up  a  little  more  than 
were  the  members  of  another  place  in 
dealing  with  thefee  matters.  However, 
you  certainly  did  point  out  that  the  first 
reading  of  the  Bill  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  dealing  with  certain  matters,  and  I  can 
only  regret  that  I  did  not  take  advantage 
of  that  opportunity. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Perhaps, 
sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  point  out  how 
that  ruling  will  circumscribe  the  remarks  of 
honorable  senators  on  a  matter  of  the 
highest  and  most  vita!  importance,  because 
in  dealing  with  this  Bill  we  are  in  practi- 
cally the  same  position  as  is  the  House  of 
Representatives  when  it  is  oxi&idering  the 
Budget,  and  I  think  that  that  is  how  it  has 
always  been  treated  here  before.  On  the 
first  reading  of  the  Bill,  as  you  very  kindly 
reminded  us,  we  deal  with  grievances,  thai 
is,  questions  which  necessarily  have  no  re- 
lation to  the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill  or 
the  financial  statement.  But,  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  the  Minister  made  what 
is  a  Budget  speech  in  this  Chamber.  I 
think,  sir,  that  on  all  previous  occasions, 
ai  this  stage,  we  have  dealt  with  the  finan- 
cial positi(»i  of  the  Commcmwealth.  I  ask 
you,  sir,  whether  as  that  has  been  the  prac- 
tice, and,  as  you  have  been  good  enough 
to  allow  sCHne  latitude,  you  cannot,  subject 
to  further  consider atiCHi,  extend  it  to  Sena- 
trr  Pulsford.  Those  who  have  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  financial  position  must 
feel  that  we  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  chi 
the  footing  that  the  Minister  has  practically 
delivered  a  Budget  speech  involving  not 
merely  the  details  of  departmental  ex- 
penditure, but  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
Government.  At  the  moment,  sir,  I  did  nc^ 
notice  the  full  force  of  the  pcunt  to  which 
you  were  directing  our  attaiticm,  but  I  am 
sure  that  you  would  not  wish  to  curtail  the 
opportunities  which  we  have  to  deal  with 
various  matters  in  relation  to  the  finances. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  senator  that  in  the  other  House 
it  is  generally  in  Ccxnmittee  of  W^s  and 
Means  that  the  d^ii^^  and 
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that  at  that  time  it  is  in  ocdex  fcr  its  mem- 
b«'8  to  debate  the  ptriic^  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  therein  detailed.  When  the 
AppropriaticMi  Bill  comes  to  the  Senate,  we 
are  not  considering  the  matter  o'  taxation » 
but  merely  the  question  of  expenditure. 
Oil  the  moticMi  for  its  first  reading,  we  have 
the  opportunity  not  only  to  ventilate  griev- 
ances, but  also  if  we  see  fit  to  debate  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government  as  it 
may  be  known  to  us.  It  is  true  that  the 
Vice-Pjesident  of  the  Executive  Council  al- 
luded to  co'tain  sums  which  had  been  paid 
tr-  the  various  States  out  of  surplus  xe- 
\xnue.  I  did  not  attempt  to  prevent  hcn- 
orable  senators  from  dealing  with  that 
questim  as  it  was  raised  by  the  Minister. 
Senator  St.  Ledger  was  dealing  with  the 
matter  at  rather  great  length,  and  although 
it  appeared  to  me  that  he  was  exceeding  the 
latitude  which  he  was  entitled  to  take,  still, 
not  desiring  to  curtail  debate,  I  did  not 
interpose  until  towards  the  end  of  his 
speech,  when  I  reminded  him  that  he  was 
getting  astray.  When  I  called  Senator 
Pulsford  to  order,  he  was  discussing  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government, 
and  the  fact  that  they  were  drawing 
millions  of  pounds  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  under  a  highly  protective 
system  of  Custcnns  and  Ei^cise  duties.  I 
held  that  that  was  not  the  question  which 
wtf  had  to  consider  at  the  present  stage. 
1  f  the  Government  choose  to  come  down 
with  proposals  for  increased  taxation,  either 
at  the  CustOTi  House,  or  otherwise,  it 
is  quite  open  to  honorable  senators  to  de- 
bate them.  But  at  this  stage  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  it  is  not  open  to  them  to 
debate  the  question  which  Senator  Pulsford 
was  seeking  to  discuss.  I  fihd  that  I  have 
not  laid  down  a  new  rule,  because  in  the 
session  of  1905,  this  question  was  raised, 
and  my  predecessor  ruled  that — 

On  the  second  reading  of  an  Appropriation 
Bill,  whose  sole  object  is  tbe  appropriation  of 
the  consolidated  Tcvenue,  discussitms  on  such 
questions  at  land  tax,  protection  and  free-trade, 
a  new  scheme  of  taxation,  are  not  in  order. 

I  am  only  following  the  practice  which  has 
been  laid  down  here,  and  certainly  follow- 
ing what  I  think  is  the  proper  course  in 
dealing  with  the  measure  at  the  present 
stage.  The  rule  of  relevancy  is  as  strict 
in  connexion  with  an  Appropriation  Bill  at 
this  stage  as  it  is  in  connexion  with  any 
other  measure  at  a  like  stage. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah   Svmon. — Will  you 
forgive  me,  sir — looking  at  the  importance 
of  the  matter — if  I  say   a  few  words, 
[365] 


having  reference  to  this  particular  occasion  ? 
You  will  recollect  that  when  the  first  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  was  moved  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  was  asked 
by  Senator  MMlen  whether  he  proposed  tc- 
make  his  statement  then.  I  understood, 
in  fact  it  was  anticipated,  that  he  would 
do  so  at  that  stage. 

Senator  Best. — Oh  no,  I  said  that  I 
followed  my  honorable  friend's  practice, . 
and  the  usual  practice. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — My  hcmor- 
able  friend  did  not  menti(»T  my  practice. 

Senator  Best. — No. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Perhaps  it  will  be 
better  if  the  Minister  does  not  interrupt, 
as  Senator  Symcm  only  desires  to  address 
a  few  words  to  the  Chair. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — When  the 
motion  for  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill  was 
put  Senator  Millen  rose  and  intimated,  as 
I  gathered,  that  his  understanding  was  that 
a  statement  was  to  be  made  by  the  Minis- 
ter. I  took  it  frwn  the  Minister's  remarks 
on  that  occasion  that  a  financial  statement 
would  be  made  on  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill.  I  am  obliged  to  my  hcmorable 
friend  few  mentiming  my  practice.  What 
happened  in  the  session  of  1904? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  remind  the  hon- 
OTable  senator  that  that  is  not  a  matter  for 
discussion  at  great  length.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  an  observation  being  made  to 
further  elucidate  the  position,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  honorable  senators  will  be  in 
order  in  discussing  what  was  done  on  a 
previous  occasion.  I  intend  to  adhere  to 
the  ruling  I  have  given,  subject  of  course 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  I  gave  hon- 
orable senators  generally  a  fair  indication 
of  the  position,  because  I  went  rather  out 
of  my  way,  I  think,  to  tell  them  that  on 
the  first  reading  they  could  deal  with  any 
matter,  but  that  on  the  second  reading  the 
rule  of  relevancy  would  apply.  I  have  not 
interfered  with  any  honorable  senator  who 
has  desired  to  criticise  any  word  uttered 
by  the  Minister,  but  beyond  that  I  shall  not 
allow  any  speaker  to  go. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symqn  I  was  not 

going  to  say  one  word,  sir,  by  way  of  ex- 
tending the  discussi(»i.  My  allusicm  to 
what  occurred  in -the  session  of  1904  was 
merely  to  explain  

The  PRESIDENT.— That  question  is 
not  before  the  Senate. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Svmon. — I  want  to 
suggest  to  you,  sir,  that  it  is  an  uidulgence 
which  you  might  grant  ta  Senator  Puls- 
ford.   He  was  u^decbtAeifid^mfim,  in 
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fact  we  have  all  been  under  tbe  impres- 
sion, that  the  standing  order  relevant  to 
the  first  reading  of  an  Appropriatiwi  Bill 
was  introduced  to  enable  the  Senate  to  dis- 
cuss grievances  merely  in  the  sense  in 
which  they  are  discussed  on  the  motion  for 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply  in  the 
other  House,  and  not  with-  a  view  to  shut 
out  a  discussion  on  the  general  statemMt  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  the  finances 
of  the  Commmiwealth.  It  was  fron  that 
point  of  view,  sir,  that  I  was  merely  sug- 
gesting that  a  little  latitude  might 
be  allowed  to  Senator  Pulsford,  who  was 
evidently  under  the  impressim,  as  we  all 
were,  that  the  old  procedure  was  to  be 
followed. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— In  view  of  your 
ruling,  sir,  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  very  well 
ctxitinue  my  remarks.  I  quite  understood 
from  the  remarks  of  Senator  Best  that  he 
was  speaking  on  the  secmd  reading  of  the 
Bill,  and  that  there  would  be  a  financial 
debate.  I  gathered  that  while  honorable 
.senators  might  on  the  first  reading  introduce 
matters  outside  finance  altogether,  in  a 
second-reading  speech  they  could  still  deal 
pretty  well  with  the  general  subject  of 
finance.  I  regret  that  I  missed  the  op- 
portunity to  speak  at  the  previous  stage. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [S-4i]-— It  is  somewhat  futile  to 
offer  any  remarks  at  this  juncture,  because 
the  larger  proportion  of  the  money  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  vote  has  been  spent. 
During  the  present  session  we  have  dealt 
with  five  Supply  Bills,  and.  therefore,  we 
have  had  many  opportunities  for  referring  to 
various  matters  relating  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. I  am  aware  that  the  late  arrival  of 
this  Bill  is  attributed  to  the  intervention  of 
the  Tariff  Bills,  but  I  venture  to  think  that 
even  in  their  absence  the  Bill  would  have 
arrived  here  late  in  the  session,  and  so  con- 
tinued the  pernicious  system  of  submitting 
the  Estimates  to  the  Senate  towards  the 
end  of  the  financial  year.  In  my  opinicm 
they  ought  to  be  introduced  at  a  very  early 
period  in  the  session,  so  that  we  might  have 
a  voice  in  determining  how  the  Mtmey 
should  be  spent.  I  propose  to  refer  to 
several  matters  which  I  do  not  think  have 
been  mentioned  previously.  In  connexion 
with  the  Department  of  External  Affairs 
we  are  asked  to-  vote  _y^^2o,ooo  for  advertis- 
ing the  resources  of  Australia.  I  have  no 
objection  to  vote  in  that  direction,  but  it 
invc^ves  rather  a  big  question.  What  are 
the  resources  of  Australia  that  we  are  de- 
sirous of  adv«-ti«ng,  and  what  is  the  ob- 


ject  which  we  have  in  view  in  publishing  the 
advertisements  ?  There  can  be  only  one  ob- 
ject in  view,  and  that  is  to  bring  here  a 
number  of  persons  from  the  Old  Land ;  in 
other  WOTds,  to  encourage  a  judicious  influx 
of  immigrants.  No  one  in  the  chamber  is 
more  desirous  of  seeing  a  number  of  per- 
sons coming  to  these  shores  than  I  am — 
there  is  no  c«e  more  o^tsant  of  our  great 
resources  than  I  am^ — but  before  we  spend 
;£2o,ooo  in  advertising  our  resources  we 
ought  to  be  in  a  position  to  tell  those  who 
may  think  it  advisaUe  to  swallow  our  bait 
that  we  have  something  to  offer  to  them. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Syhon. — What  is 
the  bait  which  is  offered  to  them  to  swal- 
low? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— The  bait  which 
I  think  is  being  offered  to  people  in  the 
Old  Land  is  &at  in  Australia  there  is 
plenty  of  land .  available  for  intending 
settlers. 

SenatOT  Sir  Josiah  Svmon.— And  is 
there  not? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— There  is;  but  at 
the  present  lime  it  is  locked  up.  The  best 
land  in  Australia  to-day,  so  far  as  agricul- 
tural requirements  are  concerned,  is  cer- 
tainly locked  up. 

Senator  Millen. — By  "  locked  up"  the 
honorable  senatbr  means  that  the  owners 
want  market  value  for  it. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— They  are  wait- 
ing to  get  a  better  price  than  they  can  get 
to-day. 

Senator  Millen. — I  know  plent}'  who 
wcHild  be  glad  to  get  to-day's  selling  price 
if  it  were  offered  to  them. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — Before  we  spend 
^30,000  or  ;^40,ooo  in  advertising  the  re- 
sources of  Australia  it  is  imperative  that 
land  monopolies  be  broken  up.  E\-en  in 
to-day's  newspapers  there  is  a  reply  to  the 
Prime  Minister  from  the  Premier  of  Vic- 
toria, in  which  he  practically  says  that  there 
are  1,000,000  acres  of  land  in  this  State 
on  which  intending  immigrants  can  settle, 
but  that  the  land  4s  held  by  private  indi- 
viduals. I  realise  that  the  population 
of  Australia  is  too  small.  I  retx>gnise  the 
necessity  for  a  judicious  scheme  of  immi- 
gration, and  for  developing  our  great  natural 
resources.  But  I  also  recognise  the  neces- 
sity of  first  supplying  the  needs  of  our 
people  within  our  own  shores  and  who  are 
anxious  to  settle  upon  the  land.  In  e^-ery 
capital  city  in  the  Canmonwealth  to-day 
there  are  un«nplo\-ed.  ^Within  a  stone's 
throw  of  this  bifiMb^t)iVBa^.Qg<^  days 
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ago,  a  numbo'  of  men  gathered  about  the 
Treasury  stei».  Some  of  them,  perhaps, 
were  not  genuine  unemployed,  but  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  majwity  were  really 
in  want  of  employment. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Fifty  per  cent,  of 
them  would  not  move  away  from  this  city 
to  take  any  employment. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — I  venture  to  say 
that  90  per  cent,  of  the  unemployed  in  Vic- 
tenia  and  in  other  States  would  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  any  opportunity  of  taking 
their  part  in  the  de\'elopment  of  our  natural 
resources.  'The  facts  point  to  the  neces- 
sity of  either  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment or  the  States  Governments  taking  steps 
to  break  up  effectively  the  land  monopoly 
that  exists  in  a  greater  degree  in  this  coun- 
try than  it  exists  in  the  Old  Land  from 
which  many  of  us  come. 

Senator  Findley. — It  is  bad  raiough  in 
Australia,  but  not  nearly  so  bad  as  in  old 
lands. 

Senator  NEEDHAM. — In  proportion  to 
population  and  to  area  the  evil  is  worse  in 
Australia  than  it  is  in  European  countries. 
The  question  of  land  settlement  is  intimately 
ccmnected  with  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  improvement  of  the  de- 
fence of  Australia.  We  cannot  defend 
&is  country  unless  we  have  a  sufficient 
population.  We  need  the  manhood  to 
defend  it.  We  can  never  have  that  man- 
hood unless  we  break  up  the  monopoly  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — ^There  is 
not  much  land  monopoly  in  the  north-west 
of  Western  Australia,  is  there? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— There  is  un- 
doubtedly land  monopoly  in  the  State  from 
which  I  come. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Not  up 
Kimberley  way. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— There  we  have 
men  in  possession  of  large  blocks  of  country 
which  they  are  not  using. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon.— But  in  the 
undefended  part  of  the  country  there  is  no 
land  monopoly. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— We  have  in  Wes- 
tern Australia  the  example  of  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  which  is  certainly  in 
possession  of  a  great  area  of  land.  While 
I  am  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  defence 
proposals  of  the  Government,  and  while  I 
shall  willingly  vote  for  expenditure  to  make 
their  scheme  as  perfect  as  possible,  I  point 
out  that  at  the  present  time  a  certain  amount 
of  injustice  is  being  inflicted  upon  those  men 
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who  are  doing  their  duty  in  participating  in 
training  for  the  defence  of  Australia.  I 
think  tihat  the  periods  fixed  for  the  annual 
camps  are  too  short  for  effective  purposes. 
Moreover,  many  men  who  would  like  to  take 
part  in  the  camps  cannot  afford  to  do  so 
owing  to  the  loss  of  time  entailed.  Loss 
of  time  means  loss  of  wages.  The  Go- 
vernment might  reasonably  take  into  consi- 
deration the  desirableness  of  making  an  al- 
lowance to  those  working  men  who  are  will- 
ing to  undergo  training  to  make  themselves 
effective  defenders  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  uniforms.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  father  of  a  family 
ought  to  be  put  to  the  expose  of  providing 
uniforms  for  his  boys  who  belong  to  the 
cadets.  I  notice  that  certain  expenditure 
for  the  Electoral  Department  is  provided 
for  in  this  Bill.  I  think  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  the  responsible  Minister 
should  recognise  the  necessity  of  amending 
the  Electoral  Act.  The  system  under 
which  we  have  worked  has  certainly  contri- 
buted— will  not  say  to  corruption,  but  to 
certain  practices  which  are,  to  say  the  least 
of  them,  reprehensible.  They 'have  been  the 
means  of  involving  citizens  in  unnecessary 
expenditure  through  the  bungling  of  elec- 
toral officers.  I  will  now  nfer  briefly  to 
the  fact  that  a  document  has  been  presented 
to  us  which  piirports  to  show  the  benefits 
conferred  upon  the  officers  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  since  Federation. 
While  I  do  not  deny  that  many  Common- 
wealth officers  have  received  benefits,  I 
nevertheless  think  that  they  are  being  de- 
prived of  some  of  the  privileges  of  citizen- 
ship. For  instance.  Commonwealth  public 
servants  are  denied  the  right  of  taking  part 
in  political  affairs. 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon. — Thev  are 
not  denied  their  rights  as  ciHzens  at  all. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— If  a  public  ser- 
vant of  the  Commonwealth  chooses  to  be- 
come a  candidate  for  any  particular  public 
office — say  a  Town  Clerk,  a  Road  Board, 
the  State  Parliament,  or  the  Commonwealth 
Parliament — he  is  immediately  called  upon 
to  resign  his  position  in  the  service. 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  Kxperience  has 
shown  that  that  is  a  most  desirable  thing 
to  do. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— When  I  was  a 
public  servant  in  Western  Australia,  be- 
cause I  had  the  temerity  to  offer  myself  as 
a  candidate  for  a  public  position,  I  was 
called  upon  to  resign.  I  refused  to  do 
so,  and  remained  in  m\:,  position  until  I 
was  returned  tQ)|||^c:qj^l^@l^|c$l^  sought. 
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I  fail  to  see  why  any  citizen  of  Australia 
who  is  employed  bv  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment should  have  to  renounce  his  rights 
of  citizenship.     Public  servants  should  be 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  take  part  in  public 
matters    outside   office    hours.  Because 
they    are    public    servants,    they  ought 
not'  to   be    deprived    of    any  position 
within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia.    Another  matter  that    is  before 
us  is  the  recommendation  to  give  to  Com- 
monwealth public  servants  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  over  men  in 
the  same  grades  in  other  States,  owing  to 
the  extra  cost  of  living  in  the  West.  I 
welcome  that  proposal.      It  is  only  right 
that  such  a  concessicm  should  be  made. 
There  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  cost 
of  living  in  Western  Australia  and  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  Commonwealth.  But 
I  do  not  think  that  the  concession  goes  far 
enough.      A  stipulation  has  been  made 
that  officers  in  receipt  of  district  allowances 
shall  not  receive  this  concession  of  5  per 
cent.     Consequ«itly,  the- majority  of  the 
Western  Australian  public  servants  will  not 
benefit  by  th&  concession,  because  they  are 
already  in  receipt  of  district  allowances 
which  operate  on  the  gold-fields.  The 
eold-fields  allowance    was    given  before 
Federation.      It  was  recognised  that  the 
cost  of  living  on  the  gold-fields  area  was 
much  greater  than  the  cost  in  the  metropo- 
litan area.     That  system  was  continued  by 
the    Commonwealth    Government.  But. 
strange  to  sav,  whilst  the  Commonwealth 
proposes  to  make  an  increase  of  5  per  cent, 
to  the  public  servants  in  the  metropolitan 
nrea,  on  account  of  the  cost  of  living  being 
dearer  in  the  West  than  it  is  in  the  other 
States.     thev     refuse     to     make  that 
concession     to     those    officers    who  are 
situated     in     the     distant    portions  of 
the    State    where    the    cost    of  living 
is   25  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent,  higher. 
The  matter  is  now  almost  settled.    I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  settled  adTCrsely  to  the  offi- 
cers in  the  gold-fields  portion  of  our  State, 
aUhouQ^h  it  is  not  just  that  it  should  be  so. 
I  shall  conclude  with  a  slight  reference  to 
the  Publ'C  Service  Arf.  in  connexion  with 
the  Public  Servine  Con?missioper.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  this  afternoon  as 
to  the  administration  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph and  other  Departments  imder  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government,  but 
I  think  there  would  not  b-*  so  manv  com- 
plaints .either  from  the  publ-c  or  from  the 
^  officers,  if  we  had  not  a  Public  Service 
''ommissioner  standing  between  the  Minis- 
Senator  Needkam. 


ter  and  the  service,  and  between  the  ser- 
vice and  the  people.  We  have  heard  an 
example  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner telling  a  Minister  that  he  was  not  to 
have  a  certiin  number  of  employes  to  carry 
on  his  Department.  The  Postmaster- 
General  was  desirous  of  increasing  the  staff 
in  order  to  a>pe  with  the  growing  demands 
or  his  Department,  but  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  said  "  No,"'  and  thoe  the 
matter  ends.  I  know  that  [wior  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Coaunissicmer,  there  was 
a  danger  of  political  interference.  I  do 
rtX  advocate  that  system,  but  in  the  pre- 
sent Public  Service  Act  we  have  gone  right 
ta  the  other  extreme.  I  say  unhesitatingly 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  Parliament 
should  insist  upon  the  Government  of  the 
dav  bringing  down  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Public  Service  Act  in  mrder  to  take  away 
from  the  Public  Swvice  Commissioner,  no 
matter  who  he  may  be,  some  of  the  very 
arbitrary  powers  vested  in  him.  I  am  not 
in  any  way  personal  in  making  these  re- 
marks. I  do  not  refer  in  the  slightest  to 
the  gentleman  that  at  present  holds  the 
position  of  Commissioner.  I  am  speaking 
simply  of  the  powers  attached  to  his  office. 
I  think  that  my  opinion  is  generally  shared 
by  my  colleagues  in  this  Chamber,  and  in 
another  place.  I  hope  that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  will 
consider  my  remarks  worthy  of  notice,  be- 
cause the  Public  Service  Commissicmer, 
with  the  powers  vested  in  him,  is  certainly 
standing  between  the  service  and  the  Min- 
ister, and  the  people  to  whcnn  the  Minister 
is  respcHisible. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON  (South 
Australia)  [6.4]. — Senator  Needham  made 
snme  remarks  about  the  Public  Service  and 
tht  Public  Service  Commissioner,  but  he 
seems  to  forget  that  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  was  put  in  that  iposition  for 
th*;  very  purpose  of  standing  between  the 
Minister  and  the  service,  and  particularly 
between  Parliament  and  the  service,  sub- 
ject, of  course,  to  certain  rights  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  this  was  done  itx  the  protec- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  people  in  the 
fir^t  place^  and  in  the  seomd  place  for  the 
protection  of  the  Civil  Servants  against 
themselves.  A  tirade,  not  against  the  gentle- 
man who  holds  the  (^ce- — the  honorable 
scnatar  disclaimed  that — but  against  the 
office  itself,  comes  not  merelv  a  little  late 
in  the  day,  but  is  altogether  in  confiict 
with  the  policv  of  the  Gcsferr^ent  1  apd  of 
Parliament,  wheif '«Ji^^PiftffPs®Afe  Act 
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was  introduced  and  passed.  For  my  part, 
I  am  not  inclined,  if  we  are  to  have  a 
Public  Service  Commissioner  at  all,  to  re* 
strict  his  powers,  and  make  him  a  mere 
tool  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  or 
a  cxKnplaisant  public  officer.  He  must 
be  given,  if  not  absolutely  arbitrary 
powers,  at  all  events  strong  powers,  and  be 
placed  in  a  positicm  in  which  he  is  iperfectly 
independent  of  the  Minister  of  the  day.  If  he 
is  not  in  that  position,  his  office  had  better 
be  abolished  altogether.  There  are  many 
reasons,  which  were  all  threshed  out  when 
the  Act  was  passed,  operating  both  ways, 
but  after  exhaustive  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject,  it  was  felt — and  the  feeling 
was  well  grounded — that  a  Public  Service 
Commissioner,  under  a  carefully  framed 
Public  Service  Act,  was  absolutely  essential 
for  not  merely  the  organization,  but  also 
the  care  and  control  of  the  Public  Service 
in  the  interests  of  the  community.  One  of 
the  best  things  we  could  have  nowadays,  if 
tKe  illustration  which  Senator  Needham 
gave  is  accurate,  is  that  the  Public  Service 
CommissiOTier  should  put  his  foot  down  and 
say  that  a  particular  Department  is  over- 
manned, or,  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  Minis- 
ter, for  some  reasons  of  economy,  wants 
to  starve  the  Department,  and  reduce  the 
number  of  officers  in  it,  that  the  Depart- 
ment is  undermanned. 

Senator  Needhau. — Does  the  honwable 
senator  contend  that  the  Pest  Offic;  is 
overmaimed  ? 

Senator  Sir  JO^AH  SYMON.— That  is 
not  the  question  which  we  are  discussing 
at  present.  What  the  honorable  senator  in- 
veighed against  was  the  office  of  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  and  the  arbitrary 
powers  conferred  upon  the  holder  of  it. 
The  Commissioner  must  have  large  powers, 
and  if  he  is  to  be  an  effective  officer,  must 
be  given  absolute  independence  of  the  Min- 
ister of  the  day  and  to  a  large  extent  of 
Parliament,  but  not  altogether  of  Parlia- 
ment, because  Parliament  can  always  re- 
peal the  Act.  I  do  not  desire  to  follow  the 
honorable  senator  on  to  what  he  called  the 
dangerous  ground  of  the  land  question, 
from  which  he  appeared  to  shrink. 

Senator  Needham. — I  went  as  far  as  the 
Standing  Orders  would  allow  me.  I  was 
not  afraid  to  tackle  the  question  itself. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— The 
honorable  senator  might  have  extended  the 
expressi(m  which  he  used,  because  the  whole 
question  is  a  perfect  quaking  bog.  I  am 
not  at  all  indisposed  to  have  land  purchase, 
and  all  that  son  of  thing,  in  wder  to  pro- 


mote settlement  imder  a  properly  cMiducted 
policy,  for  w^ich  no  doubt  provision  is 
made  in  these  Estimates,  but  there  has  been 
a  great  deal  of  misrepresentation,  and  the  . 
question  of  unoccupied  and  locked-up  lands 
is  very  largely  made  a  mere  electicxi  ad- 
vertisement to  influence  the  unthinking 
masses.  Senator  Needham  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  his  allusion  to  the  neces«ty  of 
the  introduction  of  manhood  into  this  coun- 
try as  a  means  of  defence,  for  he  must 
know  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  others 
who  use  that  phrase  do  not  mean  the  in- 
troduction of  men  into  the  settled  parts  of 
the  States.  What  they  refer  to  is  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  occupaticHi  of  our  unoccu- 
pied lands.  The  lands  locked  up  in  Aus- 
tralia are  a  mere  flea-bite  compared  with 
those  immense  areas. 

SenatOT  Needhau. — Every  blodc  in  Vic- 
toria is  over-applied  few. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMON.— I  am 
talking  not  of  Victoria,  but  of  the  whole 
Commonwealth,  which  has  to  be  defended. 
What  we  want  is  a  manhood  occupati<Mi, 
1  do  not  say  of  Central  Australia,  but  of 
the  North,  the  North-West,  and  the  North- 
Kast  of  Australia.  It  is  idle  and  silly  to 
talk  about  the  land  being  locked  up  in 
those  parts,  and  to  urge  that  as  a  reason 
against  the  introduction  of  immigration. 

Senates  de  Lasgie. — ^I'be  land  in  the 
Northern  Territory  and  the  North-West  is 
held  on  long  leases. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAJI  SYMON.— Some 
of  it  is  held  under  lease,  but  immense  areas 
are  not  under  lease  at  all. 

Senator  Needham. — Fortj-two  years* 
leases  are  given  in  the  Northern  Territory. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Not 
for  the  whole  of  the  Territory.  There  are 
millions  of  acres  wholly  unoccupied.  The 
danger  to  Australia  in  the  event  of  a  hos' 
tile  descent  is  in  connexion  with  that  part 
of  the  Continent,  and  not  with  the  closely- 
settled  parts.  The  taking  up  of  the  land 
in  those  parts  may  involve  pioneering  diffi- 
culties. Men  may  have  to  put  their  backs 
into  the  work,  if  thev  want  to  open  up  or 
use  the  land,  to  an  extent  which  might  not 
be  necessary  if  the\-  were  given,  .it  a  price, 
the  already  settled  and  cultivated  lands  in 
the  settled  areas.  Senator  Mulcahy  re- 
ferred to  the  unemployed  who  will  not  go  ^ 
outside  the  cities.  We  all  know  that  the  ; 
cities  have  an  attraction  which  tiie  country 
has  not,  and  that  there  is  hard  pioneering  1 
work  to  be  done  in  the  country,  but  the 
people  who  will  be  brought  here  to  go  out 
on  to  those  unoc^ajf^i^^a^g^ipj^J^haps 
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have  to  put  their  muscles  and  hearts  into 
the  opening  up  of  the  land  to  make  it  use- 
ful just  as  the  original  pioneers  did  when 
they  came  on  to  the  land  which  they  ac- 
quired, and  which  is  now  settled.  We  for- 
get that.  Perhaps  it  is  not  as  agreeable 
to  men  to  go  to  the  North-West  or  to  the 
Northern  Territory  to  open  up  the  land  and 
make  homesteads  there. 

Senator  de  Largie.— That  is  just  about 
the  last  place  where  you  could  expect  a 
stranger  to  our  climate  to  go. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  ap- 
preciate that,  but  still  all  that  land  must 
be  developed  some  time  or  other.  The  men 
who  came  here  in  the  early  days  had  to 
face  the  same  arduous  difficulties,  and  per- 
haps even  greater  difficulties  in  those  parts 
of  Australia  which  are  now  the  most  fa- 
voured for  settlement.  People  will  have 
to  face  difficulties  if  they  intend  to  oanipy 
those  other  lands.  I  agree  with  Senator 
de  Largie  that  perhaps  a  man  would  not  go 
to  those  parts  fr(Mn  choice,  but  he  has  to 
go  there  to  earn  his  living.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  misrepresentation  upon  the  whole 
question.  It  is  certainly  a  very  large  one, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  iti  has  to  be  settled 
here  and  now.  The  subject  of  immigration 
is  not  exactly  before  us,  but  those  matters 
which  are  fairly  relevant,  as  Senator  Need- 
ham  has  put  them,  may  be  dealt  with.  The 
emphatic  language  which  he  used  in  regard 
to  the  breaking  up  of  the  land,  and  all  that 
sort  of  thing,  is  simply  the  language  of  the 
platform. 

Senator  Needhah. — Language  which  the 
honorable  senator  does  not  like  to  use  when 
he  is  on  the  platform  ! 

Senator  Sir  TOSIAH  SYMON.— I  al- 
ways deal  with  those' statements  when  I  am 
on  the  platform,  and  I  find  that  my  audi- 
eirces,  when  the  matter  is  explained  to  them 
clearly,  and  when  mere  declamation  is  not 
oflFered  to  them,  take  the  right  view,  and 
see  at  once  that  the  claptrap  to  which  they 
usually  listen  is  not  the  sort  of  thing  to 
advance  this  country.  The  hcxiorable  sena- 
tes showed  how  he  had  been  a  kind  of  vil- 
lage Hampden  in  regard  to  the  civic  rights 
of  public  servants  in  Western  .Australia, 
and  had  defied  I  do  not  know  what  authori- 
ties. But  he  had  his  way.  Why  should  he 
complain  that  public  servants  have  not  the 
rights  of  citizens? 

Senator  Needham. — I  want  them  to  have 
their  wav,  too. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— What 
happened  to  the  honorable  senator? 

Senator  Needham. — I  was  elected. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMdN.— The 
honorable  senatcw  was  like  the  King  in  the 
Scriptures :  he  achieved  his  purpose.  But 
if  all  the  public  servants  did  the  same  thing 
no  work  would  be  dcMie.  Whatever  De- 
partment he  was  in  in  Western  Australia,  I 
am  sure  that  he  did  his  work  well,  and  was 
as  thorough  and  good  a  servant  as  he  is  a 
senator,  but  when  he  talks  in  that  vehement 
way  about  the  public  servants  not  having 
the  rights  of  citlzois  he  is  drawing  upcui  his 
imagination. 

Senator  Trenwith. — I  wish  all  citi2ens 
had  such  rights. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  wish 
we  all  had  their  rights  and  privileges  and 
the  same  amount  of  leave  each  year.  I  get 
none.  They  get  their  leave  and  regular 
salaries,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see  they  have 
the  most  unbounded  opportimities  of  agita- 
tion for  their  rights.  I  again  enter  my  pro- 
test against  the  opportunity  to  which  the 
Senate  is  entitled  of  dealing  with  the  finan- 
cial posititm  of  the  Commonwealth  being 
postponed  to  so  late  a  period  of  the  session^ 
although,  of  course,  I  recognise  that  the 
Appropriation  Bill  must  always  come  up 
last.  The  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  stated  that  the  Budget  speech  had 
been  delivered  on  the  8th  of  August.  That 
is  about  eight  months  ago.  There  have  been 
so  many  changes  in  the  Government's  finan- 
cial proposals  since  then  that  it  is  difficult 
to  know  what  positicm  they  take  now.  I 
am  not  putting  it  in  that  way  from  any 
desire  to  cavil  at  the  Government.  I  have 
protested  again  and  again  upon  oocasions 
similar  to  the  present  against  the  alsolute 
disrespect,  if  I  may  use  that  expresaon^ 
which  is  shown  to  the  Senate  in  postpcming 
all  opportunity  to  deal  with  financial  mat- 
ters until  this  period  of  the  session.  Of 
course  the  Appropriation  Bill  should  be 
practicallv  the  last  measure  dealt  with  in 
the  session.  Years  ago.  when  you,  sir,  were 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  you  assisted 
me  in  urging,  or  advocated  on  your  own 
account,  that  some  means  should  be  de- 
vised' similar  to  the  moving  of  the  first 
line  of  the  Estimates  in  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply in  another  place,  by  whidi  the  financial 
statement  might  be  delivered  in  the  Senate 
under  circumstances  which  would  enable 
honorable  senators  to  devote  sufficient  time 
to  the  Budget  proposals  of  the  Government, 
and  to  deal  with  them  with  the  same  faci- 
lity, and  as  effectively  as  they  can  be  dealt 
with  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I 
put  it  to  the  Vice-President-of  the  jLxecu- 
tive  Council  now,  tt^ated^oid^tQ^n^ght 
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well  be  given  to  densing  some  oieans  to 
give  the  Senate  an  opportunity  10  do  its 
duty  under  the  Constituticm  in  dealing  vnth 
Conunonwealth  finance,  and  at  a  proper 
time.  It  is  impossible  that  the  Senate 
can  do  so  now.  I  am  not  speaking,  Mr. 
President,  with  respect  to  your  view  as  to 
the  proper  prcxsdure  to  be  followed 
at  the  present  time.  1 1  could  not  be 
done  now,  whatever  might  be  the  pro- 
cedure.  We  are  apt  to  fcvget  that  under 
the  ConstituticHi  in  mattcn^  of  finanoe  the 
Senate  has  co-ordinate  powers  with  the 
otbor  Chamber.  There  is  a  difference  of 
procedure  in  the  two  Houses,  but  the 
powers  are  coordinate.  That  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Ccmstitutim  of  the 
Senate.  I  personally  should  not  have  been 
a  party,  nor  would  Senator  Trenwith  have 
been  a  party,  to  the  creation  of  the  Senate 
under  the  Constitution  unless  these  powers 
had  been  fairly  and  honestly  ccmferred 
upon  it.  These  powers  have  been  con- 
ferred on  the  Senate,  but,  unhappily,  we 
have  not  exercised  them. 

Senat<M:  Tkenwith. — Not  quite. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— They 
have  been  conferred  absolutely,  though  the 
procedure  in  the  two  Houses  differs.  The 
only  difference)  between  the  Senate  and 
another  place  is  that  we  cannot  initiate 
^nancial  proposals. 

Senator  Trenwith.— That  is  a  very  im- 
portant difference^ 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
Is  a  privilege  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, but  we  have  absolutely  the  same 
financial  power  and  oxitrol.  That  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  we  can  go  into 
«very  detail  of  these  Estimates  and  make 
requests  upon  them.  Those  requests  are 
nothing  but  amendments.  We  can  aban- 
<Jon  or  insist  on  them,  and  the  fight  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  wily  arises  should 
the  other  Chamber  disagree  with  our  re- 
quests. I  say  that  on  every  occasion  on 
which  we  n^lect  to  assert  our  powers,  we 
are  lowering  the  axistitutional  positicm  of 
the  Senate.  I  speak  in  no  spirit  of  cen- 
sure of  the  present  Government,  any  more 
than  of  any  other,  but  I  say  that  Govern- 
ment after  Government  in  the  Common- 
wealth has  ignored  the  Senate,  and  has 
kept  it  in  a  position  of  degradation — I 
think  that  is  the  only  word  I  can  use — in 
view  of  the  status  which  it  should  occupy 
under  the  Cwistitution. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  Senate  has  its 
remedy,  if  it  cares  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
On  the  first  reading  of  the  first  Supply 


Bill  that  oxnes  along,  we  can  deal  with 
the  whole  questicm  of  the -  financial  policy 
of  the  Government. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Hon- 
orable senators  might  put  their  feet  down 
and  throw  out  the  Appropriation  Bill; 
but  of  course  that  would  be  a  very  extreme 
measure  to  adopt. 

Senator  Trenwith. — It  will  be  a  bad 
day  v^en  tb^  do. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  shall 
have  a  word  to  say  about  that. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — We  might  do  a 
good  many  things  which  no  one  would 
dream  of  doing. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Of 
course.  I  wish  to  add  that  the  throwing 
out  of  an  Appropriation  Bill  is  quite  with- 
in the  power  of  any  I-egislative  CouraJil  in 
the  States  Legislatures  of  this  country. 
But  we  are  in  a  different  position,  and  it 
was  because  it  was  never  intended  that  the 
Senate  should  be  driven  to  any  such  extra- 
ordinary measure  that  these  co-ordinate 
powers  weie  given  it  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. But  we  are  never  gi^-en  an  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  them. 

Senator  Best. — On.  the  first  Supply  Bill 
submitted  the  Senate  might  discuss  every 
item  in  the  Estimates. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— That 
is  not  the  question,  and  that  is  not  the 
remedv  for  the  evil  with  which  I  am  deal- 
ing. We  have  not  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government  before,  us.  We  should 
have  the  Budget  submitted  in  the  Senate, 
and  should  be  in  the  same  position  as  are 
honorable  members  in  another  place  to 
deal  with  ibe  finanaal  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  is  for  that  we  ought  tcr 
fight.  We  can,  as  Senator  Pearce  has 
said,  deal  with  the  items,  of  the  Estimates 
on  a  Supply  Bill,  and  with  the  Bill  itself ; 
but  that  is  not  what  I  want,  nor  is  it  that 
to  which  we  are  entitled.  In  fact,  it 
would  be  derogatory  for  us  to  do  that ; 
but  what  we  are  entitled  to  is  an  oppor- 
tunity in  some  way — and  it  should  not  be 
beycmd  the  wit  of  man  to  devise  a  meani 
— to  have  the  financial  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment brought  before  the  Senate  with- 
in a  reas(xiabte  time  after  it  is  submitted 
in  another  place.  I  can  say  for  myself 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  Commonwealth 
Government  in  1904,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  order  to  maintain  its  dig- 
nity and  power,  I  brought  before  my  col- 
leagues suggestions  with  a-.view  to  carry- 
ing out  s(»nethingDQi£izyje>ylniii03fi«£'er,  in 
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that  year  the  Government  of  which  I  was  a 
member  was  in  <^ce  only  from  August,  and 
after  the  motiOTi  of  want  of  confidence  had 
been  moved,  it  was  impossible  in  October, 
November,  and  the  early  part  of  Dec^i- 
ber  to  do  anything  in  the  direction  I  oon- 
.  templated.  But  I  submit  that  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  might 
bring  under  the  notice  of  his  colleagues,  I 
will  not  say  the  desire,  but  the  necessity 
that  exists  for  giving  the  Senate  an  oppor- 
tunitv,  in  the  «c«cise  of  its  powers  und^ 
the  Constitutiwi,  to  deal  with  rfie  financial 
policy  of  the  Government  as  a  concrete 
whole.  I  should  like  also  to  say,  in-  view 
of  the  ruling  which  you,  sir,  have  given, 
that  I  hope  on  another  occasion,  when  we 
are  dealing  with  a  similar  Bill,  and  the 
Vice-President  of  ihe  Executive  Council  is 
in  a  position  to  deliver  a  Budget  statement 
as  the  Treasurer  delivers  it  in  another 
place — and  I  hope  the  honorable  senator 
will  be  able  to  deliver  many  such  statements 
— he  will  do  so  on  the  first  reading  of  the 
Bill,  so  that  there  will  be  no  possibility  of 
honorable  senators  being  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  views  upon  the 
financial  policy  of  the  Government  as  a 
whole.  There  is  one  other  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Government,  and  that  is  the  sugar  bonus. 
On  behalf  of  my  own  State,  I  protest 
again,  as  I  have  dwie  before,  against  this 
enormous  charge  upoi  the  people  of  this 
country. 

Senator  Millen. — Unfortunately,  it  is 
levied  undo*  a  ccxitract,  and  we  cannot 
break  it. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMON.— Well, 
"I  propose  to  keep  on  at  the  question  until 
the  time  arrives  when  we  can  sweep  the 
charge  away.  I  do  not  take  this  view 
because  of  anv  feeling  against  Queensland 
or  in  any  parochial  or  provincial  spirit,  but 
I  hold  that  it  is  monstrous  that  ;^50o,ooo 
a  year  should  be  paid  over  to  the  Queens- 
land sugrr  growers  to  assist  them  in  get- 
ting rid  of  a  particular  kind  of  labour,  and 
that  it  should  be  taken  from  the  pockets 
of  taxpayers  in  the  other  States,  who  are 
not  directly  interested  in  the  matter  at  all. 

Senator  Chataway.  —  The  honorable 
senator  should  not  forget  that  we  collect 
more  than  the  amount  stated  in  Excise. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SY^ION'.— Very 
little  more. 

Senator  Chatawav. — Very  considerably 
more. 


Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SVMON.— But  the 
ccmsumers  have  to  pay  the  Excise  as  well ; 
that  is  the  pity  of  it. 

Senator  Chatawav. — It  is  vour  policy. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— It  is 
not  my  policy. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  Australia's  policv. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— Sena- 
tor Chataway  has  given  himself  away. 
He  said  that  we  collected  more  in 
Excise.  I  said  that  it  amounted  to 
very  little  more;  but  the  real  point  is 
that,  whatever  it  amounts  to,  it  is  the  tax- 
payers of  South  Australia,  Victoria,  Wes- 
tern Australia  and  Tasmania  who  must  pay 
this  j^5oo,ooo  or  ;^^75o.ooo  more  to  the 
Queensland  sugar  growers.  I  cannot  for- 
get the  eloquence  with  which  Senator  Pearce 
not  long  ago  showed  how  utterly  inequit- 
able it  was  because  the  people  of  Western 
Australia  had  to  pay  out  of  their  own 
pockets  for  keeping  alien  labour  out  of 
their  mines. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order.  I  point 
out  to  the  honorable  senator  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sugar  bonus  is  already  settled  by 
Statute,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
that  policy  is  a  matter  which  can  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  am 
not  discussing  the  policy  which  is  respon- 
sible for  the  sugar  bonus,  but  this  item  of 
expenditure,  and  I  protest  against  it.  Sta- 
tute or  no  Statute.  I  denounce  the  Statute. 
I  say  that  the  provision  under  which  this 
money  is  paid  is  one  of  the  most  monstrous 
legislative  provisions  that  was  ever  passed. 

Senator  Needham. — ^Would  the  hcmor- 
able  senator  propose  to  amend  the  Statute 
if  he  were  in  power  to-morrow  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.— I  ob- 
ject to  the  expenditure,  and  when  we  ccane 
to  the  item  it  is  possible  that,  with  Senator 
Needham's  assistance,  I  may  move  a  re- 
quest to  omit  it. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — But  the  honorable 
senator  would  not  break  a  cwitract  ? 

Senator  Sir  JOSIAH  SYMON.  —  I 
should  not  break  a  ccmtract ;  but  there  are 
certain  moral  obligations  which  do  not 
amount  to  contracts. 

Senator  Pearce. — The  contract  was  only 
to  pay  Excise  until  the  kanakas  were  re- 
moved. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — No,  it  is  for  a  term 
of  vears. 

Senator  Sir  JOSI.\H  SVMON.— I  leave 
this  matter  with  the  protest  which  I  have 
felt  that  it  has  always  been  incumbcmt  upon 
the  representative£»a^€^  VC^P^n^  than 
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Queensland  to  offer.  A  reference  was 
made  by  the  Vice-Presidoit  of  the  Execu- 
tive Councii  to  surplus  revenue,  and  I  wish 
only  to  say  with  r^pect  to  that  that  I  think 
the'hono-able  senatOT  was  mistaten  in  what 

•  he  said.  I  do  hope  that  he  will  take  the 
matter  into  ccmsideration,  and  will  put  it  to 
his  colleagues  that  the  Federal  Parliament 
would  be  committing  an  act  of  gross  poli- 
tical immorality  if  it  withheld  from  the 
States  any  portion  of  the  surplus  revenue 
unless  the '  mcNiey  had  been  required  for 
actual  expenditure  incurred.  Certainly,  to 
put  it  into  a  trust  fund  would  only  be'an- 

-  other  way  of  putting  it  into  some  <Hie  else's 
pocket. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Senator  Colonel  XEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [7.45]. — Having  a  little  regard  for 
the  Standing  Orders,  sir,  I  suggest  that  a 
quorum  should  be  formed.*  [Quorum 
fcrmed,^  During  the  discussicms  on  Supply 
Bills,  a  large  number  of  grievances  have 
been  trotted  out,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by 
trotting  them  again  out  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. I  merely  wish  to  indicate  to  Minis- 
ters my  desire,  when  in  Committee,  to  get 
some  definite  and  satisfactory  information 
Cii  certain  matters  which  I  have  brought 
before  the  Chamber,  namely,  the  salaries 
ot  two  officers  in  the  Defence  Force,  and 
Ihf:  pay  of  two  sergeants  in  the  same  force. 
I  hope  that  my  honorable  friends  opposite 
will  he  in  a  position  to  reasonably  satisfy 
me  cm  those  points  when  we  reach  the  itons 
in  Committee. 

Senator  Keating. — The  honorable  sena- 
tqi  brought  this  matter  before  me  so  spe- 
cifically in  connexion  with  the.  last  Supply 
Bill  that  I  have  here  an  officer  from  wh<»n 
I  think  I  can  get  all  the  information  whidi 
he  desires. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  thank  my 
honorable  and  learned  friend. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Jn  Committee: 

Clauses  i  to  3,  and  First  Schedule, 
agreed  ta 

Second  Schedule. 

The  Parliament— Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments: Usher  of  the  Black  Rod. 

Dinsions  1  to  10  {The  Partiamenf),  pro- 
posed vote,  ^30,4*1- 

Senatnr  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [7.52]- 
 I  notice  that  our  respected  Clerk  hasbem 


absent  froin  his  post  for  a  good  while.  I 
desire  to  know  whether  there  is  any  pros- 
pect of  his  return  to  duty,  or  whether 
any  arrangement  is  contemplated  with  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  a  successw  to 
him. 

Seiiator  Lt.-Colone!  GOULD  (New 
South  Wales)  [7.53]- — Unfortunately,  owing 
to  his  continued  illness,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  give  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
leave  of  absence  for  a  further  period  of 
six  months,  and  at  its  expiratitxi  he  will  re- 
sign his  position.  He  has  been  a  very  old 
and  faithful  public  servant,  and  it  was  felt 
that  the  least'  that  we  could  do  would  be  to 
treat  him  with  ttvery  .possible  consideration. 

Honorable  Senators. — Hear,  hear. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [7.54].— 
The  contemplated  retirement  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Parliaments  affords  us  an  excellent 
opportunity— one  which  may  not  recur  for 
many  years — to  remwe  fran  the  list  of  our 
offi)::ers  what  I  consider  is  an  excrescence. 
It  is  more  than  probable,  at  any  xate,  i 
hope,  that  upon  Mr.  Blackmore's  retirement 
the  Clerk  Assistant  will  be  appcnnted  to 
the  position  of  Clerk,  and  that  the  gentle- 
man who  formerly  occupied  the  positicm  of 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  will  be  advanced 
to  the  position  of  Assistant  Clerk.  That, 
in  my  opinion,  is  all  very  right  and  proper, 
l»ut  then  it  will  create  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  which  I 
suppose  the  President  may  want  to  fill  by 
the  transfer  of  the  Clerk  of  Papers  or  the 
AcccHintant.  Here  is  an  opportunity,  with- 
out dcnng  an  injustice  to  anv  one,  'to  get 
rid  of  an  office  which  is  nothing  less  than 
a  useless  excrescence.  It  is  ridiculous  to 
see  a  gentleman — sometimes  a  fine  looking 
gentleman — dressed  in  a  tail  coat,  knee 
breeches,  and  buckle  shoes,  carrying  a 
black  .rod  before  him. 

Senator  de  Largie. — But  he  does  not 
carry  a  black  rod. 

Senator  Best. — He  acts  in  the  capacity 
of  Clerk  of  Select  Committees. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Let  us  call  the  offi- 
cer bv  that  title,  and  not  **  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod."  The  Ministry  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  trying  to  get  rid  of 
what  has  been  a  useless  encumbrance. 
What  do  we  want  with  an  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  ?  We  are  now  sensible  people, 
and  are  not  like  a  nimiber  of  savages  going 
in  for  useless  ceremonial,  as  was  done  in 
the  old  feudal  times.  I  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  endeavour  to  accomplish  a 
very  necessary  ai^d  .^d^ra@(3^5g.J^.which 
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must  -ODmmend  itself  to  the  common  sense 
of  any  one  who  has  ever  given  thought 
to  the  question. 

.  Senator  DK  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [7.55].— A  very  favorable  opportunity 
is  provided  for  carrying  out  the  idea*  which 
has  been  expressed  by  Senator  Givens.  No 
doubt  the  opening  and  closing  of  Parlia^ 
raent  must  be  attended  with  some  ceremony  ; 
but  we  might  very  well  change  the  title  of 
this  office,  even  if  we  do  not  change  the 
duties  of  the  officer.  Probably  we  could 
not  do  very  well  without  an  usher  on  cere- 
monial occasions  here,  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  officer  should  not  be  called  merely 
the  usher.  The  major  portion  of  his  work 
lies  in  connexion  with  the  positim  of  Clerk 
of  Select  Committees.  If  he  were  de- 
signated Clerk  of  Select  Cc«nmittees  and 
Usher  it  would  be  a  more  sensible  designa- 
tion 'han  is  that  of  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod.  I  trust  that  the  leader  of  the  Sen- 
ate will  state  what  is  intended  to  be  done. 
It  is  just  as  well  that  we  should  be  told 
at  once  whether  a  sensible  name  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  our  usher  or  whether  a  meaningless 
term  is  to  be  continued. 

Senator  Keating. — Probably  tliere  are 
very  few  officers  whose  time  is  more  con- 
stantly occupied. 

Senator  Givens.— Certainly  not  in  carry- 
ing the  black  rod. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  urge  against  the  office,  but  I  have 
a  strong  objectimi  to  the  present  designa- 
tion of  its  occupant. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Is  not  the  honor- 
able  senatOT  pursuing  a  shadow  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No.  It  is  only 
proper  that  the  designaticxis  of  our  cheers 
should  be  brought  into  harmony  with  the 
duties  which  they  have  to  discbarge.  In 
my  opinion,  *'  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  "  is 
a  ridiculous  designation,  and  it  can  be  re- 
vised with  much  credit  to  ourselves. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Ewcutive  Council)  [8.0]. — Honor- 
able senatcMrs  who  have  addressed  them- 
selves to  this  subject,  have  indicated  very 
clearly  that  it  is  not  to  the  occupant  of 
the  office  of  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  that 
they  are  making  any  objection.  He  is  an 
officer  who  commends  himself  to  our  con- 
fidence, and  we  know  that  he  does  his 
duty. 

Senator  Mulcahv. — We  are  not  discuss- 
ing the  man. 

Senator  BEST.— I  am  glad  that  that  is 
quite  .clear.    The  position  is  that  he  has 


been  appointed  to  the  office  of  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod  and  Clerk  of  Select  Com- 
mittees. It  is  in  connexion  with  that  office 
that  his  salary  will  be  paid  up  to  the  30th 
of  June  next.  If  we  were  to  strike  out 
the  words  "of  the  Black  Rod,"  and, 
simply  describe  him  as  "  Usher  arid  Clerk 
of  Select  Committees,"  it  might  involve  a 
fresh  appointment.  That  is  a  point  as  to 
which  1  express  no  definite  (pinion  without 
an  opportunity  of '  looking  into  it  more 
fully.  But  certainly  on  the  present  Es- 
timates we  cannot  hope  to  m^e  any  al- 
teration. We  are  entitled  to  hear  the  views 
of  hcmorable  senators  in  relation  to  the 
office,  and  Ministers  will  have  pleasure  in 
consulting  with  the  President  in  connexion 
with  the  matter  when  the  next  Estimates 
are  being  framed. 

Senator  Lt.  -Colonel  GOULD  (New 
South  Wales)  [8.i]. — I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  to  ease  the  minds  of  my  hon- 
orable friends.  There  is  a  certain  amount 
of  advantage  in  retaining  the  title  "U^er 
of  the  Black  Rod,"  inasmuch  as  it  is  a 
well-known  parliamCTitary  crffice,  just  as  is 
that  of  "  Sergeant  at  Arms."  in  the  other 
House.  The  title  conveys  some  idea  of 
the  work  performed  by  the  crfiicer.  Of 
course,  it  is  quite  possible  that  if  the  officer 
himself  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  opinion,  he  might  feel  rather  aggrieved 
that  we  do  not  provide  him  with  a  black 
rod.  He  does  not  possess  that  insignia 
of  crffice.  But  there  are  certain  duties 
which  attach  to  the  oStx. 

Senator  de  Lakgk. — Could  they  not  be 
carried  out  just  as  well  if  we  called  the 
officer  by  another  title? 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  GOULD. — They 
could  be  carried  out  just  as  well  if  we  gave 
him  no  title,  at  all,  and  if  he  were  simply 
designated  by  his  own  patronymic.  It  has 
been  suppested  that  we  might  call  him 
simply  "  The  Usher."  Well,  there  might 
be  half-a-dozen  ushers.  We  require  the 
title  "Usher  of  the  Black  Rod*'  to  in- 
dicate certain  spedfic  duties  that  have  to 
be  performed  by  that  offrcial.  It  has  to 
be  remembered  that  he  acts  as  Clerk  of 
Select  CcMnmittees,  and  that  the  dudes 
pertaining  thereto  absorb  a  large  amount 
of  his  time.  I  dare  say  that  honorable 
senators  generally  like  to  see  the  smiling 
face  of  the  usher  in  the  chamber.  I  do- 
not  think  that  we  have  any  reason  to 
change  the  name  of  the  office. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[8.5].— There  has  been  very  little  buuness 
in  this  discussi«,.^^^J^^<@^|^  the 
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opening  speech  of  Senator  Givens,  but 
if  it  were  as  fully  charged  wtih  milk 
and  water  as  was  that  of  Senator  de 
Largie,  he  might  as  well  have  not  made 
it.  My  objection  is  not  to  the  aame 
"  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod."  I  consider 
that  the  office  is  a  superfluity.  I  think 
that  we  are  paying  ;^55o  per  annum  in  re- 
turn for  very  little  service  rendered.  Of 
course,  some  useful  work  is  done.  No  one 
^ubts  that.  But  I  put  it  to  honorable 
£enatc»'s  whether  we  want  an  'jfiicer — do 
ix»  care  what  he  is  called— to  perform  the 
duties  which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  aiid  to  pay  him 
^550  per  annum  for  performing  them? 
In  the  Queensland  Parliament  there  are 
seventy-two  members  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly. There  the  Clerk  Assistant  is 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod.  There  are  only 
thirty-six  members  of  the  Senate  to  keep 
in  order.  In  my  opinion,  the  Clerk  As- 
sistant might  very  well  be  appointed  Usher 
of  the  Black  Rod,  in  addition  to  huldiog 
his  present  crffice.  I  think  that  the  £550 
is  absolutely  wasted. 

Senator  de  Lasgie. — What  is  the  honor- 
able senator's  proposal  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— I  propose  that  the 
Clerk  Assistant  should  perform  the  duties 
of  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  in  addition 
to  his  present  duties,  and  that  we  should 
abolish  the  fifth  t^cer  in  the  list — Usher 
of  the  Black  Rod,  Clerk  of  Select  Commit- 
tees, and  Secretary'  of  the  Joint  House  Com- 
mittee. With  regard  to  Select  Committees, 
a  few  are  appcnnted  in  some  sessions. 
In  other  sessions  we  have  none.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  duties  of  Secretary,  of  the 
Joint  House  Committee  are  important.  But 
are  we  warranted  in  paying  an  officer  ;£550 
a  year  to  perform  them?  Are  we  warranted 
in  paying  such  a  salary  in  the  first  place 
for  an  officer  who  renders  no  useful  service 
to  this  Chamber?  I  do  not  sdy  that  with 
any  idea  of  disrespect  to  the  officer  himself. 
I  am  on  perfectly  friendly  terms  with  him. 
But  I  cannot  permit  anything  of  that  kind 
to  come  between  me  and  my  public  duty. 
J  see  an  offi(xr  here  for  whcmi  there  is  no 
«arthly  use  under  the  sun.  We  might  just 
as  well  throw  the  money  we  are  paying  him 
into  the  Yarra  for  anv  benefit  that  the  Com- 
monwealth receives  from  his  services.  While 
the  old  state  of  things  existed,  while  Mr. 
Blackmore  was  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments, 
Mr.  Bovdell,  Clerk  Assistant,  and  Mr.  Up- 
ward. Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  I  did  not 
think  it  desirable  to  press  the  Government 
upon  the  matter.'  But  now  that  an  oppOT- 


tunity  has  occurriid  of  dealing  ^ectively 
with  it,  I  think  that  the  Government  ought 
to  realize  what  their  duty  is.  I  wish  to 
take  the  sense  of  the  Committee  upcm  the 
question.    I  therefore  move — 

That  the  House  of  RcprescDtatives  be  le- 
quested  to  leduce  the  item  "  Uiber  of  the  BUck 
K:fd,  Clerk  of  Select  Committees,  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Joint  House  Committee,  £s5°>"  ^7 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.10]. — I  really' thought,  frcan  the 
opening  remarks  of  Senator  Stewart,  that 
something  tremendous  was  to  be  hurled  at 
us.  He  has  said  that  there  was  "  no  busi- 
ness ' '  in  the  remarks  which  I  made.  The 
mountain  has  been  i  n  labour  and  has 
brought  forth  a  ridiculous  mouse.  The 
"business"  of  Senator  Stewart'is  remarks 
consists  in  a  proposal  to  reduce  the  vote  bv 

SenatcMT  Givens. — ^The  carrying  of  the 
request  would  have  a  very  important  bear- 
ing. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  understand 
that  the  honorable  senator,  who  got  up  with 
the  air  of  a  man  about  to  do  something 
wonderful,  would  submit  something  more 
effective.  It  was  hardly  worth  his  while 
to  occupy  so  much  time  in  moving  his  re- 
quest. 

Senator  Lt. -Colonel  GOULD  (New 
South  Wales)  [S.ii].— I  should  not  like 
honorable  senators  to  labour  under  a 
misapprehensicHi  with  regard  to  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  (^cer  in  question. 
Senator  Stewart  is  absolutely  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  all  that  he  has  to  do  is  to 
sit  in  this  chamber  and  occasionally  to  per- 
form certain  ceremonial  functions.  A  num- 
ber of  important  duties  devolve  upon  him. 

Senator  Stewart. — No  duties  that  can- 
not be  performed  by  an  officer  at  a  much 
lower  salary. 

Senator  'Lt.-Colonel  GOULD.  —  The 
Usher  has  not  only  to  be  in  attendance 
while  the  Senate  is  sitting,  but  he  has  also 
to  act  as  Secretary  to  Select  Committees. 
Then,  again,  he  is  Secretary  of  the  Joint 
House  CcHnmittee. 

Senator  Mulcahy.-— He  receives  ;^5o 
extra  ior  those  duties. 

Senator  Lt.-Colonel  GOULD.  —  The 
duties  involve  a  cwisiderable  amount 
of  work.  If  honorable  senators  turn 
to  page  8  of  the  Schedule  they  will 
find  that  the  officer  has  the  control 
of  the  refreshment  room,  of  the  electric 
lighting,  Queen's  Hall,  Parliamentary 
Gardens,  Engineer,  Assistant  Engineer,  and 
Lift  Attendant.  D^tiJsctti?ik3«Bl£)^6x:eives 
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^50  extra  for  being  Secretary  of  the  Joint 
House  Coaimittee.  But  I  ask  hmcffable 
senators  to  realize  that  this  aSBcet  has  office 
duties  to  discharge  which  necessitate  his 
constant  attention.  The  whole  of  his  time 
is  occupied.  It  is  necessary  to  have  an 
officer  for  these  purposes.  The  extra  j£5o 
paid  to  him  as  Secretary  of  the  Joint  House 
Cwumittee  is  no  inordinate  rerauneratiOT 
for  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  him.  He 
acts  as  Accountant  in  conneximi  with  the 
other  functiwis  that  I  have  enumerated, 
and  has  to  keep  an  eye. on  other  officers  and 
to  see  that  there  is  no  undue  expenditure. 
I  should  also  like  honorable  senators  to 
realize  that  while  Mr.  Blackmore  has  been 
away  <hi  leave  of  absence  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  appcunt  a  temporary  officer.  But 
the  other  officers  have  had  increased  duties 
thrown  upon  than,  and  have  had  to  give 
up  a  great  deal  more  of  their  time  to  their 
work.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience go,  I  can  say  that  the  c^ce  in 
question  could  not  be  abolished  without  im- 
posing upon  the  other  officers  a  greater 
amount  of  work  than  is  fair  and  reasonable. 
I  am  quite  sure  that  th^  honorable  senator 
who  has  moved  the  request  has  no  idea  of 
anything  like  that  being  desirable. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [8.14]. 
— Let  us  take  the  first  statement  of  the 
honorable  senator  who  has  just  resumed  his 
seat,  with  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  Usher 
of  the  Black  Rod.  He  stated  that  that 
officer  attends  the  meetings  of  the  Senate. 
Is  his  presence  here  necessary,  and  for  what 
purpose  ? 

Senator  Lt. -Colonel  Gould. — He  has 
other  duties  to  perform  besides  that. 

Senator  STEWART.— We  will  deal 
with  them  as  they  come  along.  I  am  deal- 
ing now  with  his  duties  in  this  chamber.  I 
ask  honorable  senatws  who  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  observing  to  state  what  his 
duties  here  are.  Could  they  not  be  per- 
formed by  the  Clerk  Assistant  ?  I  under- 
stand that  the  particular  function  of  the 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  is  to  collar  dis- 
orderly members  and  rush  them  out  of  the 
chamber.  That  sort  of  thing  has  never 
been  necessary  here,  nor  do  1  think  it  ever 
will  be.  If  it  is,  the  ordinary  policeman 
ought  to  be  sufficient.  Does  the  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod  perform  a  single  useful 
function  in  this  chamber?  He  is  a  super- 
fluity. With  regard  to  his  position  as 
Secretary  to  the  House  Committee,  a  com- 
pany handling  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  per  annum  could  get  a  S«:retary 


for  ;^55o  a  year,  and  yet  we  are  told  that 
this  paltry  refreshm»it  rocxn,  whose  turn- 
over probably  does  not  amount  to  more  than 
a  thousand  or  two,  requires  a  Secretary  to 
be  paid  at  that  extravagant  figure.  A 
great  deal  is  made  of  the  secretaryship  of 
Select  Committees.  When  we  appoint  a 
Select  Committee  there  are  any  number  of 
men  in  the  Civil  Service  who  are  capable 
of  acting  temporarily  as  Secretary. 

Senator  Millen. — Are  they  not  already 
fully  occupied? 

*  Senator  STEWART.— There  are  always 
men  who  could  be  got  for  that  particular 
purpose. 

SenatOT  Millen. — They  ought  to  be  put 
out  of  the  service  if  there  is  no  work  for 
them. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  say  that 
there  is  no  work  for  them.  The  service 
is  in  a  continual  state  of  flux.  There  are 
always  temporary  men  being-  taken  on  and 
put  off.  If  a  competent  permanent  offi- 
cial is  appointed  to  be  Secretary  of  a 
Select  Committee,  as  I  have  known  men  to 
be,  and  another  man  is  required  in  his 
place,  a  temporary  hand  can  be  taken  on. 
so  that  thm  is  no  need  for  us  to  keep  a 
permanent  ofinial  here  and  pay  him  ^550 
per  annum  for  the  performance  of  duties 
which  may  never  exist.  I  do  not  know 
what  attitude  Senator  McGregor  proposes 
to  take.  I  appealed  to  him  as  leader  of 
my  party  on  this  q  uestion  some  t  ime 
ago,  and  asked  him  to  interview  the 
Government.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  has  done  so.  He  appeared  then 
to  favour  my  proposal.  He  seems  now 
to  be  against  it.  Whv  did  he  not  tell 
me  straight  out  when  I  spoke  to  him  that 
he  did  not  approve  of  what  I  was  doing? 
Probably,  as  a  ^ood  boy,  I  would  ha\e 
subsided  on  hearmg  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  support  my  proposal.  The  inventory 
of  this  official's  work  as  detailed  bv  the 
President  certainly  sounded  formidable — 
very  much  more  so  than  it  is  in  realitv.  I 
can  only  repeat  that  we  are  absolutely 
wasting  this  money  and  ought  to  make  some 
new  arrangement.  I  have  suggested  to  the 
Government  an  arrangement  which  is  al- 
readv  in  operati(Mi  in  Queensland,  and  has 
acted  very  well  for  many  years.  It  could 
be  introduced  here  without  dcnng  an  injury* 
to  any  one.  No  one  need  be  turned  out 
of  the  service  or  displaced. 

Senator  Givens. — This  is  a  specially 
favorable  opportunitv. 

Senator  STEWART.— The  opportunitv 
is  specially  favorfl|te^dai»<Lin^Qftltf  occur 
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again  in  onr  time.  I  want  to  see  a  little 
economy,  and  shall  therefore  insist  upon 
my  request. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Ejrecutive  Council). — [8.20].— 
I  wish  to  urge  Senator  Stewart  not  to  per- 
sist in  his  request.  We  are  now  dealing 
with  the  Estimates  for  the  year  which  ends 
on  the  30th  June  next.  The  honorable 
senator  is  moving  a  request  upon  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  present  year. 

Senator  Stewart. — This  will  be  an  in- 
struction for  next  year.  What  else  can  I 
do? 

Senator  BEST.— The  honorable  senator 
has  made  strong  representations.  If  it 
happens  that  the  present  occupant  of  the 
position  is  promoted  to  be  Clerk  Assistant, 
it  will  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  consultation  no  doubt  with  the 
President,  to  inquire  as  to  whether  there  is 
any  room  for  the  econcany  suggested. 

Senator  Stewart.— The  President  thinks 
there  is  not. 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  all  the  more 
reason,  why  we  should  hesitate,  because  the 
President,  as  head  of  the  Senate,  says 
that  there  are  duties  for  the  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod  to  perform.  This  is  simply  a 
question  of  fact.  Are  there  duti^  to  per- 
form? If  those  duties  can  be  distributed, 
undoubtedly  we  shall-  be  called  upon  to 
ascertain  if  the  economy  suggested  can  be 
brought  about.  But  for  us  to  say  blindly 
now  that  the  office  shall  be  abolished  with- 
out inquiry,  in  face  of  the  statement  of  the 
President  that  there  are  duties  attached  *^o 
it  which  have  not  yet  been  distributed, 
would  be  a  mistake.  I  assure  the  hcMiorable 
senator  that  if  the  promotion  which  he  has 
indicated  takes  place,  that  will  be  a  reason 
why  inquiries  should  be  made  bv  Ministers, 
in  c(Hisultation  with  the  President.  I  hope 
that  he  will  withdraw  the  request  now  that 
I  have- given  him  that  assurance. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
f8.23]. — I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not  obeyed 
Senator  Stewart's  instructions  in  this 
matter. 

Senator  Stewart. — I  did  not  instruct  the 
honorable  senator.  He  promised  to  speak 
to  the  Government.  ■ 

Senator  McGREGOR.— When  Senator 
Stewart  and  myself  had  a  conversation  cm 
the  subject,  I  took  up  the  same  attitude  as 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executiw  Coun- 
cil has  taken  up  mw.  I  am  certain  that 
every  honorable  senator  will  be  prepared  to 
support  the  Government  if  in  the  next  year's 
Estimates  they  show  that  they  ha^'e  made  a 


legitimate  economy  in  ccmnezion  with  the 
services  of  Parliament. 

Senator    Min.CAHY.  —  And    in  botli 

Houses.     Not  in  one  House  only. 

Senator  McGREGOR.— In  either  House 
I  must  say  in  justice  to  Senator  Stewarl 
that,  if  it  was  not  neglect,  it  was  a  lapse 
on  my  part  not  to  do  what  he  asked  me, 
but  I  must  plead  as  an  excuse  the  important 
Tariff  business  upon  which  we  have  been 
engaged  for  so  long.  I  really  forgot  to 
consult  any  member  of  the  Government  on 
the  question.  I  do  not  think  that  the  way 
in  which  Senator  Stewart  is  attempting  tc 
carry  out  the  reform  is  the  proper  one  to 
adopt.  We  are  interfering  with  a  state  of 
affairs  that  has  continued  so  far  during  the 
whole  of  the  financial  year,  and  that  ought 
to  continue  up  to  the  30th  June  next.  It 
is  after  that  date  that  any  reform  should 
take  place. 

Senator  Stewart.  —  The  appcnntment 
will  be  made  before  then. 

Senator  McGREGOR.  —  Appointments 
are  not  made  in  such  a  hurry.  It  is  hardly 
possible  for  honorable  senators,  unless  the)' 
make  particular  inquiries,  to  know  exactly 
what  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  has  to 
do.  Is  Senat(»  Stewart,  or  am  I,  who  am 
a  member  of  the  House  Committee,  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  that  officer  is  worth 
^500  or  ;^6oo  a  year?  We  know  that  if 
the  position  were  put  up  to  public  auction 
we  could  probably  get  somebodv  to  take  on 
the  duties  for  ;^i50  a  year.  There  are 
any  number  of  people  in  Australia  prepared 
to  occupy  Senator  Stewart's  position,  and 
to  declare  emphatically  that  they  could 
carry  out  the  duties  of  a  senator  as  well  as 
any  of  us  can  for  half  the  salary,  and,  in 
fact,  for  nothing  at  all.  Some  of  them 
would  be  quite  prepared  to  take  it  for  the 
honour.  It  would  be  far  better  if  honor- 
able senators,  after  ventilating  this  ques- 
tion as  they  have  done  this  evening,  left; 
to  the  Government  in  the  meantime.  With- 
in the  next  two  months  I  shall  do  all  I  pos- 
sibly can  to  carry  out  Senator  Stewart's 
wishes.  I  will  speak  both  to  the  President 
and  to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  see  if  any  economy  can  be 
effected.  I  am  sure  that  if  thev  are  satis 
iied  that  something  can  be  done  they  will 
do  it,  but  we  should  not  be  in  such  a  hiu-ry 
as  to  interfere  with  the  Estimates  for  the 
present  year.  If  they  are  passed,  and 
things  are  left  as  they  are  until  the  30th 
June,  I  hope  that  anytljing  that  can  be 
done  for  the  fi^eff j^(bPOfegle 


10290  Appropriation  [SENATE.] 


Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania)  [8.27]. 
—The  Conunittee  is  greatly  indebted  to 
Senator  Stewart  for  bringing  this  question 
forward.      He  has  always  the  courage  of 
his  opinions,  and  is  not  afraid  to  say 
things  that  may  be  unpopular  for  the  time 
being.     The  personal  equation  is  bound  to 
be  largely  present  in  the  minds  of  honor- 
able senators  in  questions  of  this  kind.  At 
the  same  time,  a  great  many  of  us  talk  to- 
gether from  time  to  time,  and  are  of  opin- 
ion that  there  is  some  extravagance  in  the 
number  and  cost  of  officers  of  both  Houses. 
The  honorable  senator  wishes  to  give  e£Fect 
to  what  is  in  the  minds  of  many  as  well  as 
himself.     We  find  it  difiicult,  because  in 
this  case  a  particular  officer  is  involved,  to 
take  action.     Hut  we  might  do  what  Sena- 
tor McGregor  has  suggested — that  is,  ask 
the  President  and  the  Government,  when 
the  resignation  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments is  handed  in,  to  consult  the  Senate 
liefore  anything  permanent  is  done  in  the 
way  of  a  full  reinstatement  of  the  number 
of  officers.      It  is  due  to  various  c^Scers 
who  have  held  positions  here  that  they 
should  receive  promotion  as  their  seniors 
retire,  so  long  as  they  have  performed  all 
their  duties  satisfactorily.     At  the  same 
time,  by  arranging  the  work  to  be  dcffie,  it 
might  be  possible  to  do  with  one  ofSoeT 
less  without  injustice  to  any  officer  now  in 
the  service  of  the  Parliament.    If  an  un- 
dertaking were  given,  that  that  would  be 
considered  before  any  new  appointmoit  was 
made,  Senator  Stewart  might  be  disposed 
to  withdraw  his  request. 

Question — That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  be   requested   to   reduce  the 
item  "  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  Qerk  of 
Select  Committees,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Joint  House  Committee,  ^£550,"  by  j£i — 
put.   The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes    ■  ...  ...  ...  2 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  18 


Majority 


Givcns,  T. 


Uest.  R.  W. 

Chataway,  T.  O. 
fie  L^rgic,  H. 
Oould,  Lt. -Colonel 
Ke.atmg,  J.  H. 
McGregor,  C. 
Millen.  E.  D. 

Mulcahy,  F,._ 
Verdham,  E. 

•eild,  Colqpcl 


...  16 

Ayes. 

I  Teller. 
!  Stewnrt,  J.  C. 

Noes. 

Pearce,  G.  F.  . 
PuUford,  E. 
Russell,  E.  ]. 
Savers.  R.  J. 
St.  Led<;er.  A.  ]. 
Trcnwith,  W.  A. 
Turley,  H. 

iFmdtey,  E.  * 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Request  negatived. 
Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Divisions  11  to  16  {Department  of  Ex- 
ternal Aifairs),  proposed  vote,  ;^8i,964. 

External  Affairs  :  Coscmonwealth 
Gazette — Auen  Iumigration  :  Inctcc- 
TiON  OF  Vessels — High  Couuissxones 

— COBai(»fWEALTH  OFFICES,  LONDON  

Captain  Collins— Historical  Records 
— Papua  :  Administration  :  Land  Scan- 
dals— -Australian  Men  of  Letters 
Fund  —  Advertising  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [8.35].— 
I  wish,  in  connexi<Hi  with  the  proposed 
vote  of  ;^i,8oo  for  the  printing  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth  Gazette,  to  make 
some  inquiries.  The  amount  stated  would 
average  about  ;^38  per  week  as  the  cost 
of  the  printing  and  publicaticm  of  the 
Gasette.  I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Minister  how  many  copies  are  distrilwted, 
whether  they  are  distributed  gratis,  and  if 
not,  what  revenue  is  derived  from  the  sale  of 
the  publication,  and  whether  there  are  any 
receipts  in  connexion  with  the  supply  of 
the  information  contained  in  it. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.36]. — I 
think  there  are  something  like  2,000  copies 
of  the  Commomvealtk  Gazette  issued.  They 
are  sent  to  hcxiorable  saiators  amongst 
other  perscMis. 

Senatcff  Givens. — I  do  not  get  one. 

Senator  Findley.— Not  I. 

Senator  Chataway. — I  think  they  are 
posted  to  hoHOTable  senators ;  I  always  get 

one. 

Senator  BEST.— They  can  certainly  be 
obtained  by  bcmorable  senators.  I  under- 
stand that  scHnething  like  2,000  copies  of 
each  issue  are  distributed.  They  are  avail- 
able at  all  the  post-offices,  public  libraries, 
and  schools  of  arts^  The  proceeds  or  pro- 
fits from  the  publication  are  merely  nominal. 

Senator  Findley.— ^an  any  citizen  of 
the  Cmnmonwealti)  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
Gazette  free  of  charge  ? 

Senator  BEST.— No.  There  would  ap- 
pear to  be  scarcely  any  public  dfemand  for 
the  Gazette,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  die  publicaticm  are 
purely  nominal.     p,^,,,,  ,;GoOgle 
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Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [8.39]. — I  wish  to  direct  attention  to 
the  vote  of  jQi, 000  for  interpreters'  fees, 
legal  and  other  expenses,  in  connexion  with 
the  administration  of  the  Immigration  Re- 
striction Act.  This  is  a  vote  which  will 
have  to  be  increased  in  the  future  if  we 
are  to  maintain  at  some  of  our  out-of-the- 
way  ports,  especially  on  the  north-west 
coast,  the  close  scrutiny  of  vessels  from 
eastern  ports  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. At  present  the  only  port  in  Western 
Australia  at  which  it  can  be  said  that  a 
close  scrutiny  is  maintained  to  pre^'ent  the 
introducticHi  of  undesirable  immigrants  is 
th3  port  of  Fremantle.  At  the  ports  at 
which  it  is  most  likelv  that  undesirable  im- 
migrants would  be  introduced,  we  have 
practically  no  scrutiny.  At  the  ports  on 
the  .north-west  coast  of  Western  Australia, 
one  oflicer  has  practically  to  carry  out 
all  CommcHiwealth  work,  and  he  is  so  busy 
when  a  ship  arrives  in  looking  after  the 
work  of  the  Custcxns  Department,  that  he 
ii  unable  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  disooveT  whether  undesirable  immi- 
grants are  stowed  away  in  the  vessel.  I 
have  frequently  seen  statements  appearing 
in  the  newspapers,  which  go  to  show  that 
the  number  of  Asiatics  finding  their  way 
into  the  Commonwealth  must  be  far  in  ex- 
cess of  the  number  indicated  by  the  offi- 
cial figures.  I  hope  that  the  Government 
will  adopt  some  means  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty.  It  will  be  of  little  use  for  this 
Parliament  to  have  declared  in  favour  of 
a  White  Australia  policv  unless  we  are 
able,  by  a  closer  scrutiny  of  vessels  arriv- 
ing at  our  out-of-the-way  ports  than  has 
been  possible  in  ihe  past,  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  undesirable  immigrants. 

Senator  McGREGOR  (South  Australia) 
[8.42!. — I  sgree  with  much  that  has  been 
said  by  Senator  de  Largie.  Something 
should  certainly  be  done  to  protect  Aus- 
tralia ai^ainst  evasions  of  the  Immigration 
Restriction  Act.  I  do  not  know  that  any 
scrutiny  of  vessels  arriving  at  our  ports 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  I 
should  like  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  what  I  think  is  the  only 
effectiw  method  of  preventing  imposition 
!>y  aliens.  Every  alien  in  Australia  who 
is  not  entitled  to  vote  as  an  elector  for  the 
Commonwealth  should  be  obliged  to  obtain 
a  certificate  of  residence  on  which  his  i^o- 
tograph  or  other  means  of  identSficntion 
should  appear,  and  any  such  alien  who 
cannot  produce  such  a  certificate  shiould 
be  at  once  depc»ted.    That  is,  irf  my 


opinion,  the  only  way  in  which  the  Immi- 
gration Restriction  Act  can  be  given  full 
effect. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [8.43].— 
The  matter  to  which  Senator  de  Largie  has 
referred  has  been  for  some  little  time  past 
under  the  consideration  of  the  I)epartinent 
of  External  Affairs.  The  States  Govern- 
ments have  been  communicated  with,  and 
by  their  pennission  wc  are  asking  t^ie 
police  for  certain  reports  in  connexion  with 
the  matter.  I  shall  be  glad  to  bring  the 
further  representations  made  bv  Senators 
de  Largie  and  McGregor  under'  the  notice 
of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [8.44]. — I  have  a  suggestion  to 
make  to  the  Department.  From  my 
knowledge  of  the  north-west  coast  of  West- 
ern Australia,  I  .do  not  think  that  it  is  pos- 
sible for  us  to  station  a  sutficient  number 
of  officers  at  each  port  to  insure  the  clo^e 
scrutiny  of  vessels  that  is  necessar}-.  I 
make  the  suggestion  that  an  oflficer  should 
te  appointed  who  should  devote  the  whole 
of  his  time  to  this  particular  work.  If 
a  vessel  be  arriving  from  Singapore,  he 
should  go  on  board  the  vessel  at  the  first 
port  at  which  he  touches,  at  Derby  or 
Broome,  for  instance,  and  remain  on  board 
until  she  reaches  Fremantle  or  is  leaving 
Australia  again.  In  that  way  he  would 
come  into  touch  with  what  was  going  on  on 
board  of  a  steamer  much  better  than  he 
could  do  by  simply  observing  things  from 
a  wharf.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible 
by  any  other  method  to  secure  that  close 
scrutiny  of  immigrants  which  is  an  absolute 
necessity. 

Senator  Findley.— Why  not  extend  the 
system  to  Port  Darwin  and  Thursday 
Island  ?  ^ 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  ha\e  no  ob- 
jection. I  am  merely  suggesting  a  method 
b>  which  to  deal  with  that  part  of  the 
coast  which  I  know.  Of  course,  the  same 
plan  could  be  adopted  in  the  Northern 
Territory  and  Queensland.  In  Western 
Australia  we  ha\-e  had  a  number  of  casea 
where  Chinese  stowaways  hai-e  left  tbm 
boat  after  it  had  been  'in  Fremantle  foi 
nearly  a  week.  It  is  practically  impossible 
to  prevent  an  influx  of  undesirable  persons 
unless  the  Commonwealth  has  an  dEcer 
stationed  on  the  boat. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  I'8.47].--I 
am  very  much  obliged  Ao  my  honorable 
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friend  for  the  suggestion  uhicli  he  has 
made.  No  doubt  he  will  be  very  pleased 
to  learn  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  re- 
quested the  Customs  autJiorities  in 
Western  Australia  to  reoommend  a  man  for 
that  very  purpose.  It  is  the  intenticm  of 
the  Department  to  place  a  man  cxi  board  of 
an  incoming  vessel. 

Sraator  PiNDLEY. — I  hope  that  the  De- 
partment will  also  put  a  man  on  the  boats 
at  Thursday  Island  and  Port  Darwin. 
'  Senator  BEST. — If  the  experiment  in 
Western  Australia  be  successful,  it  will  be 
an  encouragement  to  the  Department  to  ex- 
tend it  to  Port  Darwin  and  Thursday 
Island. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [8.48]. 
— We  are  entitled  to  some  information  from 
the  Government  with  regajd  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  H  igh  Ccanmi  ssioner ,  or  how 
they  propose  to  carry  on  the  Commonwealth 
uflioes  in  London,  for  which  a  vote  of 
£4,400  is  required  by  the  Department  of 
External  Affairs.  Although  the  Common- 
wealth has  existed  for  seven  years,  still 
we  have  not  a  High  Commissionea*  in  Lon- 
don, or  any  one  to  represent  us  crfficially. 
When  the  Constitution  Bill  was  adopted 
b/  the  people,  it  was  contemplated  that  the 
Commonwealth  would  have  a  High  Com- 
missioner in  London,  and  thus  c^viate  to  a 
laige  extent  the  necessity  and  expense  of 
mamtaining  six  Agents -General  for  the 
States.  But  so  far  we  have  dcMie  nothing 
in  that  directi<Hi,  and  successi\e  Govern- 
ments seem  to  have  been  too  frightened  of 
the  State  Governments  to  proreed  to  do 
anything  definite. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — We  cannot  do 
away  with  the  positiwi  of  Agent -General. 

Senator  GIVENS. — No ;  but  we  can 
do  away  with  the  necessity  for  the  States 
to  maintain  six  Agents-General  in  London. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — The  States  are  the 
fudges  of  that  necessity,  not  the  Ccmunon- 
wealth. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  our  duty  to 
fulfil  our  part  of  the  task  which  was  laid 
upoa  us  by  the  people  when  they  accepted 
the  Constitution  Bill.  Successive  Govern- 
ments seem  to  have  deferred  too  much  to 
the  opinions  of  State  Governments.  Year 
after  year  a  Conference  of  State  Pre- 
miers is  held.  The  Government  seem  to 
take  more  notice  of  the  State  Premiers 
than  they  do  of  the  bodv  which  was  estab- 
lished under  the  Constitution  to  look  after 
State  rii;hts  and  interests.  The  way  fn 
whid)  the  Goverrunent  are  continually  de- 
ferring to  the  opinion  of  the  State  Premiers, 


who  very  often  are  mere  ephemeral  creai- 
tures,  is  a  slight  to  the  Senate.  If  senators 
are  going  to  allow  themselves  to  be  over- 
looked in  that  manner,  and  their  proper 
and  due  function  to  fall  into  abeyance, 
there  is  no  reason  for  the  existence  of  the 
Senate.  Australia  has  been  derided  and 
libelled  from  one  end  of  the  Old  Country 
to  the  other.  The  acts  of  the  Common- 
wealth Government  and  Parliament  have 
been  denounced  there,  and  we  have  not  had 
in  Londcm  a  jesponsible  diicer  to  put  an 
authoritative  view  before  the  public,  v^ho 
necessarily  were  forced  to  believe  what  they 
had  heard  or  read  against  us. 

Senator  DE  Largie. — The  gentleman  we 
have  in  London  is  carrying  out  the  work 
as  well  as  could  any  High  Commissioner. 

Senator  GIVENS.— It  is  not  contended 
by  any  one  that  Captain  Collins  is  more 
than  a  mere  makeshift  High  Commis- 
sioner. 

Senator  de  Largie.— He  may  be  doing 
the  work  quite  as  well  as  it  would  be  doiK 
by  a  man  with  a  higher  title  and  a  larger 
salary. 

Senator  GIVENS.— Perhaps ;  but  he 
has  not  yet  made  very  much  noise  in  Lon- 
don, nor  does  it  appear  to  me  that  his 
work  has  been  very  effective  in  the  direc- 
tion I  have  indicated,  and  that  is  to  de- 
fend Australia  from  slanderers  and  libel- 
lers. 

Senatcn-  de  Largie. — The  man  who  gets 
most  lime-light  does  not  do  most  work. 

Senator  GIVENS.— WUl  the  honorable 
senator  say  that  Captain  Collins  is  the 
best  man  for  the  position? 

Swator  DE  Largie. — Our  difficulty  is  to 
get  a  good  man  for  the  post. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  do  not  think  that 
Australia  is  suffering  from  such  a  dearth 
of  suitable  men,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
find  a  High  Cwnmissioner.  Another  ques- 
tion on  which  I  should  like  to  get  a  little 
information  is  the  prospect  of  the  Com- 
monwealth acquiring  suitable  oflkes  in 
London.  We  are  cmtinually  cfaai:ged  by 
the  States .  with  ■  extravagance ;  but  we 
find  that  Victoria,  to  whwih  we  return  a 
lar^  surplus  every  year,  can  afford  to 
secure  a  site  in  London,  and  to  build  offices, 
while  the  Cwnmonwealth  is  seemingly  too 
poor  to  secure  a  suitable  site  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  in  danger  of  being  overshadowed 
altocether  by  the  States,  when  the  people  in 
the  Old  Country  will  hardly  know  that  we 
have  a  unified  form  of  Government  in  re- 
gard to  national  affairs.  Why  should  we 
indulge  in  a  paramonioua''poli(^  Jn^wder 
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to  allow  the  States  to  launch  out  into  ex- 
travagance at  our  expense?  We  are  en- 
titled to  get  an  explanation  from  the  re- 
presoitative  of  the  Govommait.  I  hope 
that  the  High  C<miinissi(Xier  Bill  will  be 
passed  as  socxi  as  possible,  and  that  the 
Government  will  proceed  to  erect  proper 
offices  in  London  and  appoint  a  suitable 
High  Commissioner,  so  that  the  affairs  of 
Australia  may  receive  in  the  Old  Country 
that  due  and  dignified  attention  to  which 
thev  are  justly  entitled. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[8.56]. — Whether  the  States  maintain  or 
aboli^  their  Agents-General^  is  a  matter 
which  rests  entirely  with  themselves.  The 
advantages  <»:  disadvantages  which  accrue 
from  the  maintenance  of  Agents-General 
in  I^ndon  is  a  matter  entirely  between  the 
States  and  their  own  people.  It  ought 
not  to  be  necessary  to  point  out  that  fact 
in  this  Chamber.  I  agree  with  much  of 
what  Senator  Givens  said  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a  High  CcHnmissioner. 
But  let  us  discuss  the  question  of  the  High 
Comnussionership  and  its  duties  without 
any  reflection  upon,  or  reference  to,  the 
Agents- General  in  London. 

Senator  Givens. — I  did  not  reflect  upon 
any  Agent-General  or  State. 

Senator  ST.  LEDG^IR.— I  am  xery 
pleased  to  hear  that  statement  from  the 
honorable  senator. 

Senator  STE;WART  (Queensland) 
[8.58]. — It  does  seem  strange  that  after 
an  existence  of  seven  years,  the  Common- 
wealth h'as~  no  representative  in  London. 
We  hear  a  great  deal  on  the  subject ;  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  under  the  surface  there 
is  some  reascm  why  an  appointmoit  has  not 
been  made.  It  must  be  evident  to  every 
one  that  the  Conuwuiwealth  ^ould  be  re- 
presented by  an  offidal  of  that  kind  and 
standing  in  I,ondoa.  I  should  like  to 
hear  frcxn  the  Government  why  a  High 
Commissioner  has  not  been  appointed.  I 
have  heard  many  reasons  for  this  derelic- 
tion of  duty  on  their  part.  I  have  heard 
it  whispered  that  some  leading  politicians 
are  eagerly  grasping  or  gasping  for  this 
political  plum,  that  the  Government  can- 
not make  up  its  mind  to  select  a  man,  and 
that  therefore  Australia  is  not  represented 
at  the  heart  of  the  Empire.  It  appears  to 
me  that  her  interests  are  being  deliberately 
sacrifice<J  to  those  of  a  few  grasping  poli- 
tidans. 

Senator  Cotwiel  Neild. — Oh  ! 
Senator  STEWART.— The  honorable 
senator  who  interjects  is  probdjly  in  the 


rumiing  for  the  positicm.  We  should 
be  very  sorry  to  lose  him,  but  I  am  sure 
that  he  would  make  a  vary  good  High 
Commissioner  if  we  did  send  tmn  to  Lm- 
doa.  Anyhow,  I  thuik  the  Govmiment 
ought  to  make  an  .appointment.  If  the 
leading  politicians  to  whom  I  have  referred 
cannot  agree,  why  should  they  not  draw 
lots  for  the  appointment  or  shake  dice  for 
it?  Why  should  they  not  play  "  two-up  " 
and  settle  it  in  that  fashion  if  they 
cannot  settle  it  in  s«ne  other  way  ?  For 
goodness  sake  let  us  have  some  representa- 
tive appointed.  Senator  St.  Ledger  took 
Senator  Givens  to  task  for  referring  to  the 
States  Agents-General.  I  understood  that 
one  of  the  reaswis  given  for  Federaticm  was 
that  one  representative  of  Australia  in 
L(xidon  would  be  sufficient,  that  the  various 
States  agencies  would  be  abolished,  and 
that  therefore  a  great  saving  would  be  ac- 
ccHnplished  as  far  as  Australia  generally 
was  concerned.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
statement  frcHn  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  as  to  the  real  reascwi 
why  the  positicm  has  not  been  filled.  He 
might  supplement  that  by  giving  us  a  re- 
liable list  of  aspirants.  I  dare  say  that  he 
knows  a  great  deal  more  about  the  subject 
than  he  cares  to  disclose.  The  Government 
ought  at  any  rate  to  weigh  well  the  utter- 
ances of  SenatCHT  Givens.  We  have  Aus- 
tralia reviled  and  misrepresoited  every 
week  in  London,  and  there  is  no  one  in 
authority  to  answer  back.  That  is  a  state 
of  things  that  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
continue. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.4]. — I 
do  not  f<H"  a  mranent  discount  the  import- 
ance of  an  early  appcnntment  of  a  High 
Commissioner.  I  recognise  that  if  the 
Conmcxiwealth  is  to  be  truly  and  well  re- 
presented in  Londoi  we  must  endeavour  to 
secure  a  man  who  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
upholding  the  interests  of  Australia  in  the 
heart  of  the  Empire,  I  may  say,  in  pass- 
ing, that  during  the  last  twelve  months  Aus- 
tralia has  had  the  unique  advantage  of  hav- 
ing the  Prime  Minister  himself  in  L(Hidon, 
and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  man 
within  the  limited  time  at  his  disposal 
could  have  dispelled  so  many  of  the  mis- 
conceptions and  misrepresentations  which 
existed  in  a  discreditable  form  in  regard 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

Senator  Givens. — We  cannot  always 
have  the  Prime  Minister  in  London. 

Senator  BEST.— That  i?  true.  But  the 
great  advantage  [s|ti^k)>t^l8>^teresence 
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there  will  not,  I  am  sure,  be  discounted  by" 
hcmorable  senators.  I  admit  that  the 
work  in  London  has  been  very  efficiently 
done  by  a  limited  number  of  oncers.  But 
it  is  not  to  be  considered  for  one  moment 
that  the  results  are .  omipletely  satisfac- 
tory. We  have  already  given  a  promise 
that  a  Bill'  for  the  ap^rantment  of  a  High 
C(xnmissioner  will  be  introduced  this  year. 
Of  course  it  is  quite  impossible  in  the  clos- 
ing hours  of  the  sessicm  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  an  important  subject  of  this  kind. 
But  we  have  no  difficulty  in  giving  honor- 
able senators  the  promise  that  a  Bill  for 
the  appointment  of  a  High  Cwnmissioner 
will  be  introduced.  If  is  of  equal  impor- 
tance that  we  should  also  select  an  eligible 
site  for  CommwiweaJth  offices  in  London. 
We  thought  that  we  had  a  reasonable 
chance  of  obtaining  a  site  which  appeared 
to  us  to  be  an  eligible  one  if  we 
could  secure  it  on  reasonable  terms.  We 
considered  the  preliminary  negotiations 
which  to(dc  place  while  my  two  colleagues, 
the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Treasurer,  were 
in  LondcHi,  would  eventuate  in  securing  the 
Strand  site. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  think  that 
the  Minister  will  be  in  order  in  discussing 
that  question  cm  this  it«n. 

Senator  BEST.— The  question  has  been 
raised ;  but  if  I  am  relieved  from  replying 
further  I  shall  be*  glad. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.7]. — It  is  paxticularly  refreshing 
to  hear  some  of  the  members  of  the  party 
of  eccHiomy  making  such  a  splendid  demon- 
stration  of  tra^c  profligacy.  But  what  in 
the  world  do  we  want  a  High  Commis- 
siooer  in  Lcmdon  for?  What  would  he 
have  to  do?  We  have  no  debt;  there  is  no 
immigration.  He  might  cxrasionally  have 
a  gaol  bird  to  capture,  but  that  would  ap- 
pear to  be  lather  the  function  of  the  ch- 
eers of  Scotland  Yard  than  of  a  High 
C<nnmissi(xier.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
would  have  to  do.  except  perhaps  to  be  a 
kind  of  modem  Mr.  Turveydrop,  professor 
of  deportment.  What  else,  in  the  name  of 
.thunder,  would  he  have  to  do?  Wlib  can 
tell  me?  I  would  suggest  that  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  Commonwealth  in  London 
might  be  very  readily  met  by  a  succession 
of  perambulating  senators — one  at  a  time. 
But  if  we  want  Australia  to  be  thoroughly 
represented,  what  is  the  matter  with  send- 
ing a  father,  mother,  and  progeny  of  Aus- 
tralian rabbits?  They  would  be  a  splendid 
advertisement  of  the  fecundity  of  Aus- 
tralia. 


Senator  Pulsford. — Is  all  this  in  order? 
Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— The  honor- 
able senator  himself  is  occasumally  in  the 
condition  that  he  has  iust  named.  As  to 
the  adequate  representation  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  Lmdon — has  not  Senator 
Pulsford  been  there  lately?  Has  he  not 
kept  up  the  Australian  end  with  a  brilliancy 
of  declamation  and  a  splendid  vigor  that 
have  caused  him  to  return  crowned  with 
laurels  ?  I  wish  to  draw  attention-  to  an 
extraordinatiy  ^tate  of  affairs  .that  has 
existed  far  some  time  in  connexion  with  the 
gentleman  who  is  at  present  acting  as  our 
London  representative,  but  whose  services 
are  most  eminently  necessary  in  connexion 
with  the  Government  defence  scheme.  The 
Secretary  of  Defence  has  been  displaying 
deportment  in  London,  particularly  in 
connexion  with  the  maij  contract  that  was 
not  a  contract,  but  only  an  option.  We 
ought  to  have  that  officer  out  here.  Either 
he  is  a  superfluous  officer  in  Australia,  or 
he  ought  to  be  here.  I  cannot  understand, 
when  the  whole  policy  of  defence  is  in  the 
balance,  the  permanent  head  of  the  ad- 
ministrative branch  being  absent  from  Aus- 
tralia for  years  t(^;ether. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  salary  of  that 
officer  is  provided  for  uiider  another  head- 
ing. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  am  merely 
mentioning  that  as  one  of  the  extraordinary 
features  in  connexion  with  this  item.  Not 
cmly  is  the  Secretary  of  Defence  absent, 
but  he  is  still  down  on  the  Estimates  as 
Secretary  of  Defence.  I  notice  that  he  has 
no  fewer  than  four  clerks  to  help  him  in 
London.  I  can  quite  understand  the  neces- 
sity for  them  if  he  has  a  large  number  of 
contracts  to  make  like  that  with  James 
Laing  and  Sons.  I  also  observe  that  the 
sum  of  £^,200  is  down  for  contingencies. 
Imagine  that  large  sum  being  spent  on  con- 
tingencies, when  the  four  clerks  draw  be- 
tween them  only  ^£450. . 

Senator  Best. — The  wie  for  contingen- 
cies contains  an  excess  amount  of  Xi.ooo, 
which  was  to  be  a  preliminary  d^xsit  in 
connexicm  with-  the  contemplated  contract 
for  the  Strand  site. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— We  axe  told 
in  a  footnote  that  the  total  vole  does  not 
include  the  salary  of  the  t^oer  in  charge. 
That  is  dealt  with  elsewhere.  So.  that  we 
are  spending  a  fair  amount  of  monev  on 
our  representation  in  London,  and  getting 
wry  little  advantage  from  it.  The  results 
have  been  e«:eedin|l^;^m»tQ^^g  the 
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last  two  years.  I  may  mention  by  way  of 
illustration  the  mail  contract  and  the  nfles, 
with  which  cme  cannot  hit  a  hay-stack. 
Perhaps  the  Minister  will  kindly  give  me 
some  infonnatim  about  a  matter  in  which  I 
take  a  keen  interest,  namely,  the  sum  of 
^^650  fen*  the  cotlecticm  of  historical  re- 
cords. Is  that  money  to  be  spent  in  Lcmi- 
don  or  is  it  to  be  spent  in  collating  and 
editing  Tecords  in  Australia? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [9.13]. — Frcwn  the  rmarks  made  on 
the  subject  of  the  representation  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  London  it  would  seem 
that  some  honorable  senators  are  never 
satisSed  unless  an  enormous  expenditure  is 
being  incurred.  Complaint  has  been  made 
that  the  office  in  LondcHi  is  conducted  with 
a  staff  comprising  onlv  four  clerks  at  very 
moderate  salaries.  Unless  we  are  making 
a  great -splash  in  London  with  an  enormous 

.  staff,  some  bonOTable  senators  seem  to  think 
that  we  are  doing  nothing.  Personally,  I 
think  that  we  are  incurring  quite  as  much 
expenditure  in  connexion  with  the  office  as 
is  justifiable.  What  do  we  desire  a  staff 
in  London  for  at  the  present  time  ?  There 
are  many  things  to  be  settled  in  connexion 
with  Federal  politics  before  we  establish  a 
Lwidon  office  on  a  large  scale.  Until  the 
changes  that  are  necessary  take  place,  and 
the  Commcsiwealth  Parliament  has  passed 
legislation    dealing    with    certain  very 

'important  matters  of  finance,  I  do  not  see 
that  we  require  to  incur  larger  expenditure 
in  London.  We  have  a  very  satisfactory 
officer  there  now.  What  are  his  principal 
duties?  As  far  as  1  know  they  consist  of 
the  purchase  of  material  required  for  de- 
fence purposes.  Captain  Collins  is  just 
as  well  fitted  for  that  work  as  any  man 
whom  we  could  send  to  London.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  Captain  Collins  will  carry  out 
the  duties  oxuiected  with  the  advertising  of 
Australia  and  the  correction  of  misrepre- 
sentation as  well  as  could  any  man  whose 
name  has  been  mentioned  as  likely  to  be 
appointed  High  Commissioner.  Several 
persons  have  been  mentioned  from  time  to 
time.  The  most  satisfactory,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  is  the  present  Prime  Min- 
ister. But  we  are  informed  that  the  Prime 
Minister  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
position.  Mr.  Watson,  whose  name  has 
also  been  mentioned,  will  not  accept  the 
appointment  either.  AVhom  can  we  send 
there  to  be  more  satisfactory  ? 

Senator  Stewart. — Sir  JcAm  Forrest. 


Senator  DE  LARGIE.— No  doubt  he 
would  get  much  of  the  limelight  and  spend 
all  the  mcHiey  we  could  supply,  but  I 
have  grave  doubts  whether  the  work  of  the 
office  would  be  done,  any  more  satisfactorily 
under  his  guidance  than  by  the  present  oc- 
cupant of  the  position.  I  am  satisfied 
with  the  work  that  is  going  on  there.  The 
cost  is  quite  high  enough.  There  is  no 
need  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  have  an  enormous 
toll  to  foot  for  our  representation  at  the 
heart  of  the  Empire,  as  Senator  Stewart 
phrases  it.  We  are  getting  very  good  ser- 
vice for  the  money,  seeing  that  there  is  only 
a  small  staff  of  four  officers,  whose  salaries 
do  not  exceed  a  total  of  jCsso.  If  we 
had  a  larger  bill  to  foot,  an  outcry  would 
be  raised  that  altogether  too  much  money 
was  being  spent  m  our  Xx)ndon  offices. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) fp-i?]* — My  complaint  is  not  as  to  the 
small  amount — ^;^550 — set  down  for  the 
I-ondon  offices,  but  I  really  wonder  what 
services  have  been,  or  may  be,  rendered  to 
Australia  in  return  for  that  CT-nenditure. 
As  a  young  nation,  we  are  not  represented 
in  London  as  we  ought  to  be. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — We  are  often  mis- 
represented there. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— That  is  a  very 
pertinent  interjection.  The  only  man  that 
I  know  of  who  has  effectively  replied  to 
the  calumnies  against  and  misrepresenta- 
tions of  Australia  has  been  Mr.  CogMan, 
the  present  Agent-General  for  New  South 
Wales.  He  has  dealt  effectively  with  the 
slanders  uttered  against  Australia  and  Aus- 
tralian methods  by  people  who  have  made 
their  money  in  Australia,  and  have  gone 
Home  to  spend  it.  I  was  ho^>eful,  fr<xn 
statements  made  at  the  beginnmg  of  this 
session,  that  steps  would  be  taken  ere  now 
bv  the  Government  to  settle  once  and  for 
all  the  question  of  the  representation  of 
Australia  in  L(Hidon,  and  also  of  erecting 
there  ?  building  .which  would  reflect  credit 
upon  this  young  nation. 

Senator  Findlev. — It  would  run  us  into 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  money. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  agree 
with  that  statement  at  all. 

Senator  Findley. — Why  is  the  honorable 
senator  in  such  a  violent  hurry  to  go  to  the 
unnecessary  expense  of  erecting  a  palatial 
building  in  London  ? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  do  not  want  a 
palatial  building. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
senator  will  not  be  in  order  in  discussing 
the  question  of  a  B!^^,b^n@Dog[e 
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Senator  NEEDHAM.— Would  I  not  l« 
in  order  in  pointing  out  the  amount  of  ex- 
penditure necessary  for  a  building  of  our 
own,  as  aunpared  with  the  rent  which  we 
pay  for  the  present  on«? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  h<»K)rabIe 
senator  was  referring  to  the  question  of  the 
site  for  a  new  building,  which  is  dealt  with 
in  a  separate  Bill.  He  can  deal  with  the 
present  office  for  which  the  rent  set  out  in 
the  schedule  is  paid. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.  —  The  present 
office  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth.  Without 
attempting  to  depreciate  the  abilities, 
energy*  and  zeal  of  Captain  Collins,  who 
tentatively  represents  Australia,  I  consider 
that  we  haw  no  standing,  there  as  a  Com- 
monwealth .  There  are  in  London  the 
High  Commissioner  of  the  Dominion  of 
New  Zealand,  and  the  High  Commissioner 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Will  any 
honorable  senator  suggest  that  the  represen- 
tation of  Captain  Collins,  good  man 
though  he  may  be,  is  as  effective  as  would 
be  that  of  a  man  occupying  the  position  of 
High  Commissioner  of  Australia?  I  do 
not  say  that  if  Captain  Collins  were  ap- 
pointed High  CMnmissioner  to-morrow  he 
would  not  be  as  good  as,  or  better  than, 
any  gentleman  whose  name  has  been  so  far 
suggested  for  the  position.  But  at  pre- 
sent he  has  no  status,  and  cannot  carry  the 
weight  that  a  properly  appointed  High 
Commissioner  would  carry.  The  question 
of  the  Agents- General  of  the  States  has 
been  raised  by  Senator  St.  Ledger.  I 
should  like  to  see  those  positions  entirely 
abolished.  T  am  just  as  eager  to  abolish 
them  as  I  am  anxious  to  abdish  the  Legis- 
lative Councils  and  the  Governors  of  the 
various  States.  All  that  we  want  is  one 
Governor- General  In  Australia,  and  one 
High  Commissioner  to  represent  the  whole 
Commonwealth  in  the  Old  Land. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.22]. — 
Honorable  senators  have  reason  to  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
Captain  Collins  has  managed  the  offices 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  London. 

Senator  Givens. — Then  why  did  the 
honorable  senator  promise  just  now  to  in- 
troduce a  High  Commissioner  Bill  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year? 

Senator  BEST. — For  present  purposes 
and  until  the  High  Commissioner  is  ap- 
pointed, Captain  Collins  is  doing  most  ex- 
cellent work.     By  his  management  of 


money  intended  for  the  purchase  of  defence 
material,  and  by  his  investments,  he  has 
shown  a  profit  which  more  than  covers  the 
cost  of  the  London  offices.  He  has  also, 
by  his  representations  in  regard  to  uisur- 
ance  and  freights,  and  in  connexioa  with 
the  despatch  of  various  orders,  rendered 
valuable  service.  He  does  all  this  with 
a  stair,  besides  himself,  of  an  accountant, 
three  clerks,  two  typists,  and  a  message 
boy.  He  has  certainly  shown  splendid 
business  capacity,  and  has  done  all  that 
was  ever  expected  of  him  in  his  temporarv 
occupation  of  the  position.  Senator  Xeed- 
ham  asked  for  information  as  to  the  item 
of  £^5°  for  the  collection  of  Australian 
historical  records.  This  work  is  practi- 
cally a  continuation  of  what  was  originally 
started  by  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment. All  the  ardiives  of  London  and 
other  places  were  searched  for  records  con- 
nected with  Australian  history.  These 
have  been  edited  by  Mr.  Bladen,  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  a  report  published  bv 
him  was  printed  and  circulated  as  a  par- 
liamentary paper  in  1903.  Mr.  Bladen  is 
still  engaged  in  editing  the  results  of  the 
researches.  None  of  the  j£65o  has  been 
spent  in  London,  but  ;^25o  of  it  has  been 
used  to  meet  expenses  incurred  by  Mr. 
Bladen  in  Australia. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [9.25].— I  am  exceedingly  pleased 
with  the  statement  which  the  Minister  has 
jtist  made.  The  re<X)rds  of  Australian' 
history,  placed  by  the  New  South  Wales 
Government  in  the  very  capable  hands  of 
Mr.  Bladen,  who  h  now  Chief  Librarian 
in  Sydney,  have  been  brought  up  to,  per- 
haps, the  most  interesting  point  in  Aus- 
tralian history — the  immense  development 
which  took  place  during  the  governorship 
of  Governor  Macquarie.  I  am  delighted 
to  hear  that  this  most  important  work  is 
being  carried  on  bv  the  Commonwealth,  and 
bv  a  gentleman  who  has  pro^-ed  his  capa* 
citv  so  thorouEhlv  as  Mr.  Bladen  has  done. 

Senator  GIVEXS  ^Queensland)  \9.26l 
— The  administration  of  Papua  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  moment,  especially  at  the 
present  time.  Revelations  have  recently 
been  made  with  regard  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Possession  which  call  for  the 
gravest  consideration  by  Parliament,  and 
the  Government.  Attention  has  been  called 
every  year  by  certain  hcmorable  senators  in 
the  most  emphatic  way  to  the  administra- 
tion of  Papua,  and  we  were  pleased  to 
see  a  little  while  ago  that  the  Government 
seemed   inclined^^g^g^,  j^i^g^j^  new 
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rigimt  and  to  put  affairs  upon  a  more  satis- 
factory footing.  But  the  recent  revela- 
tkms  hai'e  ^own  that,  however  good  their 
intentioiis  may  have  been,  success  has  not 
yet  crowned  their  efforts.  I  refer  to  what 
are  called  the  land  scandals,  which  show 
that  certain  (rfBcials  in  Papua  have  been, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  practically  ccmspiring 
together  to  pick  the  eyes  out  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  get  hold  of  the  best  parts  for 
tt^mselves,  actually  using  their  (rfficial  posi- 
tions to  further  their  designs.  If  the 
statements  in  the  papers  that  have  been 
placed  at  the.  disposal  of  h«K>rable  senators 
are  correct,  a  disgraceful  state  of  affairs  is 
disclosed  which  ^ould  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  for  a  moment  longer.  It  is  a 
repetition  of  what  took  place  in  every  State 
in  Australia,  and  for  which  Australia  is 
paying  very  dearly  now,  when  the  old-time 
cliques  who  ruled  the  roost  in  the  young 
days  of  the  States  combined  and  conspired 
together  to  collar  the  pick  of  the  country 
for  themselves  and  their  friends,  to  the  de- 
triment of  Australia  and  almost  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  stopping  settlement  in  the  most 
suitable  areas.  With  all  the  experience  of 
those  days  to  guide  us,  the  Government 
should  be  exceedingly  careful  to  guard 
against  a  repetition  of  that  sort  of  thing  in 
Papua.  It  has  been  suggested  that  things 
have  not  had  time  to  settle  down  there  yet, 
but  are  in  a  state  of  transition.  It  is  true 
that  at  present  we  have  no  permanent  ad- 
ministrator at  the  head  of  Papuan  affairs. 
I  alwavs  understood  that  the  present  Act- 
ing Administrator,  Judge  Murray,  was  to 
be  appcnnted  to  that  position.  I  have  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  about  one-half 
of  the  white  settlers  in  Papua,  and 
I  frequently  recei^•e  letters  from  them,  and 
from  others  with  whom  I  have  no  pers<Hial 
acquaintance,  and  every  letter  which  I  have 
recently  received,  either  from  those  whcnn 
I  know,  or  from  those  whcxn  I  do  not 
know,  refers  in  the  highest  terms  to  Judge 
Murray,  and  malces  the  claim  that  he  is 
undoubtedlv  the-  best  qualified  man  they 
have  ever  had  for  the  position  of 
permanent  Administrator.  I  do  not 
know  Judge  ^fuiray  at  all,  but  I  give  the 
opinion  of  him  formed  by  men  on  the  spot, 
who  have  to  liv-e  under  him  and  should 
have  the  best  opportunities  of  judging  the 
merits  of  his  methods  of  adnunistration.  In 
lefereoces  to  the  land  scandals,  it  has  been 
tuftgested  in  some  of  the  newspapers  that 
Mr.  Staniforth  Smith,  who  was  at  one  time 
m  respected  member  of  the  Senate,  is  an 


aspirant  for  the  position  of  Administrator. 
I  know  that  when  he  was  a  monber  of  the 
Saiate  he  did  aspire  to  that  positicm,  but 
since  his  appcnntment  to  his  present  official 
position  in  New  Guinea,  he  has  been 
satisfied,  and  ,is  no  longer  an  aspirant 
for  the  .position  of  permanent  head 
of  the  Government  in  the  Terri- 
tory. That  being  so,  it  is  hardly  fair 
to  suggest  that  there  is  any  rivalry  between 
him  and  Judge  Murray  for  this  position. 
The  difficulties  which  have  recently  arisen 
in  the  Territory  have  been  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  old  nest,  or  coterie,  or  clique  of 
facials  has  not  been  completelv  rooted  out 
as  it  ought  to  have  been.  Attention  was 
called  from  time  to  time  to  their  misdeeds, 
but  s«ne  of  them  have  been  allowed  to 
continue  in  office,  and  Mr.  Staniforth 
Smith  and  Judge  Murray  appear  to  have 
been  powerless  to  withstand  them  or  to  de- 
feat their  machinations.  For  the  last  four 
years  attention  has  been  called  in  the 
Senate  to  the  misgovernment  of  the  little 
clique  of  officials  in  the  Territory  who  ar- 
rogated to  themselves  the  right  to  run  the 
country  in  their  own  interests.  I  believe 
that  the  Government  have  tried,  and  are 
trying,  to  improve  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  the  Territorv.  I  give  them  credit 
for  that,  but  their  methods  have  not  been 
nearly  drastic  or  radical  enough.  It  is 
impossible  to  ctmvert  a  bad  administration 
into  a  good  one  by  merely  grafting  on  to  it 
one  or  two  good  men,  whilst  the  old 
clique  or  coterie  is  left  untrammelled.  Mr. 
Staniforth  Smith  is  only  one  member  of  the 
Land  Board  of  Papua,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  other  members  of  the  Board 
to  overrule  him.  From  the  information  we 
have  received,  it  is  not  possible  for  any  one 
to  say  exactly  what  are  the  merits  or  de- 
merits of  the  case  in  connexim  with  the 
alleged  land  scandals.  I  shall  not  on  that 
account  make  any  further  r^erence  to  the 
matter  than  to  say  that  the  disclosures 
already  made  indicate  a  grave  amdition  of 
affairs  which  should  be  improved  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  I  repeat  that  the 
acticm  of  the  Government  in  trying  to  im- 
prove the  administration  has  not  been  suffi- 
ciently drastic.  Thev  should  have  entirely 
weeded  out  the  members  of  the  old  clique, 
whose  administration  for  a  number  of  years 
has  resulted  in  nothing  but  dissatisfaction 
to  the  wiiite  people  living  in  the  Territory, 
and  to  every  one  who  has  Inisiness  with  it. 
To  show  that  the  white  residents  are  emi* 
nentlv  reascHiable  and  areprepared  to  sup- 
port fair  and  l«^^e5|e^^?'^^?^^^§fe  ^ 
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repeat  my  statement  that  tbei<  all  &peak 
now  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  Acting 
Administrate,  Judge  Murray.  That  being 
so,  the  Government  should  take  a  further 
st^,  and  appoint  this  gentleman  to  the 
position  of  permanent  head  pf  the  adminis- 
tration in  Papua.  They  should  give 
him  full  power  to  deal  effectively  with  the 
officials  who  have  been  carrying  on  a  course 
of  misconduct  that  has  been  a  disgrace  to 
tU,-  CommCMiwealth  as  the  controlling 
authority.  The  Government  cannot  say 
that  they  have  not  been  warned  in  this 
matter.  Year  after  year,  I  have  stood  up 
in  this  chamber,  and  tried  to  induce  the 
Government  to  bundle  out  the  misdoing 
officials  neck  and  crop. 

Senator  Best. — To  whom  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  refer  as  the  officials  who 
ought  to  be  bundled  out  ? 

Senator  GIVE  XS.— There  was  a  clique 
of  them.  Mr.  Staniforth  Smith,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  frequently  called  atten- 
ticm  to  the  misdoings  of  some  of  them.  We 
are  responsible  for  the  proper  gwernment 
of  the  Territory,  and  we  cannot  shirk  our 
responsibility.  We  have  no  doubt  two  good 
men  there  at  present  in  Judge  Murray  and 
Mr.  Staniforth  Smith,  but  the  Government 
should  deal  in  a  drastic  way  with  officials 
who  in  at  least  one  instance  have  been 
proved  to  be  guiltv  of  wrong-doing.  We 
are  far  removed  frc«n  Papua,  not,  per- 
haps from  the  point  of  view  of  the  actual 
distance  which  separates  the  Territory  from 
the  CcmmcMiwealth,  but  fran  the  point  of 
view  of  the  difficulty  of  ready  communica- 
tioi.  We  cannot  in  the  circumstances  se- 
cure good  goverrmient  by  a  system 
of  omtralization,  and  the  Government ' 
should  appoint  as  Administrator  the  man 
on  the  spot  in  whom  they  have  con- 
fidence, and  in  whom  the  white, 
residents  have  confidence,  and  should 
give  him  full  authority  to  deal  with  wrong- 
doing officials.  In  view  of  the  difficulty 
of  ready  communication  with  Papua, 
when  one  instance  of  wrong-doing  has  been 
broupht  to  light  we  can  assume  that  many 
others  have  occurred  which  have  not  been 
discovered.  Complaints  have  been  fre- 
quently received  from  the  Territory  from 
men  who  have  gone  there  to  open  up  the 
coimtry  and  improve  it.  but  they  have 
fallen  upon  deaf  ears,  and  those  wHo  have 
made  them  have  received  verv  little  satis- 
faction. Now  we  have  absolute  proof  of 
wrong-doing — if  the  papers  forwarded  bv 
the  Acting  Administrator  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  proof — on  the  part  of  a  clique 


of  officials  who  wished  to  enrich  themselves 
at  the  expense  of  the  country  and  every  one 
living  in  it.'  Another  pcnnt  I  should  like 
to  mention  in  this  connexion  is  that  I  do 
not  think  we  can  have  any  thorough  system 
of  communication  with  Papua  until  we 
have  established  the'  check  of  public 
opinion  upon  the  c^iaU  in  the  Territory. 
The  white  residents  have  continually 
petiticmed  this  Parliament  and  the 
Federal  Government  to  give  them  some 
voice  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Territory.  We,  who  believe  in  home  rule 
for  Australia,  and  for  every  other  part  of 
the  Empke,  should  be  prepared  to  apply 
the  principle  in  the  Territory  under  our 
own  control.  The  white  residents  of 
Papua  have  claimed  representation  upcm 
the  local  Legislative.  Council.  It  is  at  pre- 
sent composed  entirely  of  officials  who  are 
the  judges  of  their  own  CMiduct  and  the 
directors  of  their  own  methods  of  acticai, 
and  some  representation  of  the  white  resi- 
dents on  the  Council  would  be  a  salutary 
check  upon  it,  and  has  been  asked  for  time 
Snd  again.  This  is  to  me  an  exceedinglv 
important  question,  but  as  honorable  sena- 
tors appear  to  be  animated  by  a  desire  to 
deal  with  the  Estimates  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible I  shall  not  dwell  upon  it  as  long  as  I 
should  otherwise  do.  I  will  rally  add  that 
the  Committee  has  a  right  to  expect  from 
the  Minister  representing  the  Government 
in  ri»e  Senate  srame  authoritative  declaration 
of  the  intenticHis  of  tfie  Goremment  in  con- 
nexion with  Papua. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[9.40].— I  do  not  think  that  Senator  Givens 
need  make  any  apology  or  excuse  for  taking 
up  a  little  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
considering  the  question  of  the  administra- 
tion of  Papua-  Papers  laid  on  the  table 
in  both  Houses  of  the  Federal  Parliament 
show  that  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  wait 
for  a  time  before  speaking  very  strongly 
about  what  is  occurring  there.  Some  very 
important  matters  are,  to  use  a  legal 
phrase,  at  present  sub  judice.  But 
the  papers  show  that  the  question 
of  the  administration  of  Papua  is  one 
of  the  most  important  which  can  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment, r  take  a  very  great  interest  in  d» 
Territory,  and  settlers  there,  and  perscxis  . 
otherwise  interested  in  it  have  spoken  very 
strongly  to  me  about  the  wwk  of  Govern- 
ment there.  From  what  I  can  gather  from 
those  persons,  and  from  the  papers  to  which 
I  ha^-e  referred,  it  would  ^mear  that  the 
administration  of  ,^<JfeRg»  the 
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present:  time  is  in  a  critical  position,  and 
much  will  ctepend  on  the  course  which  the 
Go\'emment  pursue  in  regard  to  two  im- 
portact  matters.  They  must  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  who  is  to  be  the  responsible 
officer  charged  with  the  admioistration  of 
affairs  in  New  Guinea.  I  have  been  very 
mixJi  pleased  with  what  Senator  Givens  has 
had  to  say  on  this  subject,  because  I  am 
in  a  position  to  indorse  his  remarks.  From 
every  source  of  inquiry  and  information,  it 
is  clear  that  the  claims  of  Judge  Murray 
to  the  position  of  Administrator  are  par- 
ticuUrly  strwig.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
when  the  permanent  appointment  is  dealt 
with,  the  express  wishes  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Papua,  as  well  as  of  the 
white  settlers  m  tlte  Territory,  will  be 
given  careful  conaderation.  Probably, 
we  should  be  in  closer  touch  with  Papua 
than  we  are  now,  and  it  is  a  difficult  ques- 
tion to  decide  how  we  can  be  brought  into 
closer  toudi  with  that  Territory.  We  have 
a  precedent  in  the  representation  given  in 
Congress  to  Territories  of  the  United 
States  befwe  they  had  become  States. 
The  United  States' Congress  provided  that 
when  a  Territory  which  was  looking  forward 
to  representation  in  Congress,  possessed  a 
certain  population,  it  shcmld  be  entitled  to 
elect  a  represraitative  who,  without  a  vote 
in  Cbngi^,  should  be  given  a  con- 
sultative power.  He  might  be  oxisulted 
in  me  of  the  chamber — I  think  the 
Senate.  It  might  be  possible  for  us  to 
adopt  a  similar  practice  in  dealing  with' 
Papua,  and  in  that  way  give  s<Mne 
representation  in  the  Federal  Parliament 
to  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory. 
Whether  we  should  follow  the  lines  adopted 
in  the  United  States,  or  should  mark  out 
a  new  course  for  ourselves,  is  a  difficult 
question  to  determine,  but  the  administra- 
tion of  Papua  so  far  has,  unfortunately, 
been  attended  with  mistakes  which  have 
been  more  or  less  tragical. 

SenatOT  Keating. — I  do  not  think  that 
the  hixiorable  senator's  representation  of 
the  positicHi  of  Territories  of  the  United 
States  is  quite  correct. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  do  not  say 
that  it  is;  but  I  have  made  the  suggestion 
as  indicating  a  precedent  which,  if  fol- 
lowed, might  bring  us  into  closer  touch 
with  the-  administration  of  affairs  in 
PaiHia. 

Senator  Keating. — The  status  of  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  has  been  under 
the  oonrideration  of  the  Government  in  ccm- 
noion  with  the  administratiort  of  Papua. 


Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  that  aspect  of  the  ques> 
lion  has  been  considered.  A  desire  that 
it  should  be  given  consideratim  is  my 
excuse  for  making  these  remarks.  The 
future  of  Papiia  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant questicms  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment will'have  to  deal.  I  hope  that  what 
has  been  said  here  will  receive  the  most 
earnest  consideration  at  their  hands,  and 
that  no  clique  inside  or  outside  Papua 
will  interfere  with  the  policy  which 
we  think  is  designed  to  promote  its  best 
interests.  We  have  a  suffioently  strong  in- 
dication of  how  and  where  wnmg  has  been 
done.  We  have  also  a  clear  indication  of 
how  and  where  we  may  do  right.  I  hope 
sincerely  that  this  will  be  the  last  occa- 
sion on  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  make 
any  complaint  concerning  the  administration 
of  the  Territory. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria  — Vice-Presi-- 
dent  of  the  Executive  Council)  [9.46]. 
— The  various  matters  which  have  Been 
mentioned  by  honorable  senatws  are  worthy 
of  the  consideration,  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  have  received  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  manner 
in  which  the  Government  viewed  the  re- 
velations in  regard  to  certain  land 
scandals  in  Papua,  may_,  perhaps,  be 
judged  best  by  the  severe  terms  of  the  last 
minute  on  the  subject  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  There  were  three  officials 
primaijly  implicated.  One  was  Mr. 
Drummond,  who  was  a  surveyor;  and 
the  others  were  Mr.  Pinney  and  Mr. 
Ardlie.  It  was  reccxnmended  by  the 
Executive  Council'  that  Mr.  Drummond 
should  be  suspended,  and  he  has  been. 
It  was  recommended  that  Mr.  Pinney 
should  be  fined  £2$,  and  I  believe  that  no 
punishment  or  award  has  been  made  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Ardlie.  When  a  full  report 
of  the  case  arrived,  it  received  grave  and 
Jengthy  <x>nsiderati<Hi  ftom  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, who  wrote  the  following  minute — ■ 

The  offences  herein  indicated  appear  to  call 
for  the  severest  punishment,  but  at  present  I 
am  quite  unable  to  account  for  the  penalty 
proposed  to  be  inflicted  upon  Mr.  Pinney,  or 
the  omission  of  Mr.  Ardlie.  Though  occupvinf; 
a  much  Irss  responsible  position  than  Mr.  Drum- 
mond, Mr,  Pinney's  conduct  in  the  second  appli- 
cation seems  at  least  as  culpable.  Ilavinj*  re- 
gard to  his  behaviour  in  the  two  cases  men- 
tioned, a  fiae  of  ^^2^  is  wholly  inadequate,  amf 
the  fact,  that  this  fine  is  all  that  is  suggested 
in  his  case  embarrasses  me  in  considerinp  the 
flatter  in  which  Mr.  Drummond's  abuse  of  his  , 
office  should  be  dealt  with.  >  A  further  report,  i 
convejing  the  opi^fgiSfe^^Ua^^feCouncil,  j 
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and  also  ^our  own  opinion  upon  the  relative 
responsibility  of  these  three  offenders,  should 
be  made  by  telegraph.  The  penalities  to  be 
imposed  ought  to  be  adjusted  in  relation  to  each 
other  as  well  as  to  wrong-doing.  Information 
is  also  required  why  Mr.  Ardlie's  participation 
in  this  matter  has  apparently  passed  unnoticed. 

I  feel  S(miewhat  reluctant  to  enter  at  any 
great  length  into  these  matters;  nor  do  I 
think  it  necessary  to  do  more  than  say  that 
the  Government  consider  that  these  cases 
must  be  treated  with  the  utmost  severity, 
provided,  of  course,  that  the  charges 
of    misccxiduct   are   conclusively  proved. 

I I  was  the  belief  that  they  had  not 
been  dealt  with  sufficiently  severely  which 
caused  the  Prime  Minister,  before  he 
accepted  the  recommendation  of  the  Execu* 
live  Council,  to  require  further  information 
as  to  the  apparent  disparity  in  regard  to 
the  punishment.  The  minute  indicates  the 
views  of  the  Government  on  the  subject  of 
reprimanding,  in  the  severest  way,  any- 
thing approaching  the  appearance  of  a 
land  scandal. 

Senator  Givens. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  officials  found  guilty  of 
such  an  offence  as  conspiring  to  obtain  land 
for  themselves,  should  be  maintained  in 
the  service? 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  precisely  the 
aspect  of  the  matter  the  Government 
will  deal  with  as  soon  as  they  have 
obtained  full  information.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  laid  down,  in  strict  terms, 
the  regulations  which  it  is  proposed 
must  be  observed  in  regard  lt>  any 
interest  which  an  <^cer  shall  acquire  in 
any  lands  in  Papua.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  me  to  quote  the  regulations,  as 
they  have  been  circulated  amongst  honor- 
able senators.  But  they  go  to  impress 
upon  the  Executive  Coundl  Hie  necessity 
for  taking  the  utmost  precauticm  to  pre- 
vent the  taking  up  of  land  by  (^icials 
directly.  Under  certain  circumstances,  and 
with  the  direct  permis^cm  of  the  Adininis- 
trator,  they  may  be  permitted  to  hold 
shares  in  a  company,  but  that  is  a  matter 
for  the  exercise  of  his  discretion. 

Senator  Givens. — I  do  not  think  that 
they  should  hold  shares  in  these  com- 
panies. 

Senator  BEST.— My  honorable  friend 
will  find  that  the  terms  of  the  regulations 
are  very  stringent. 

Senator  Givens. — Thev  will  always 
favour  the  company  in  which  they  are  inte- 
rested. 

Senator  BEST.— The  Administrator  will 
he  in  a  position  to  judge  whether  or  not  his 


consent  should  be  given.  My  honorable 
friend  has  referred  to  a  clique  of  old  offi- 
dals. 

Senator  Givens. — It  was  the  oxistant 
complaint  of  most  of  the  white  people  in 
Papua  that  if  they  did  not  act  in  con- 
sonance with  the  wishes  of  that  particular 
clique  they  would  be  practically  hounded 
out  of  the  country. 

Senator  BEST. — It  appears  to  me  that 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  there  has 
been  an  extraordinary  turning  out  of  c^- 
cials.  During  last  year  alwie  no  fewer 
than  foiuteen  officials  have  left  the  place, 
and  from  that  stand-ooint  there  has  been  a 
decided  purging,  which  will  be  extended  if 
those  who  are  mainly  implicated  in  the  land 
scandals  lose  their  offices.  My  honorable 
friend  also  contended  that  the  people  in 
the  Territory  should  have  direct  representa- 
tion in  the  Legislative  Coundl.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Commonwealth  Statute  there  is 
to  be  an  Executive  Council  consisting  of, 
I  think,  six  principal  officers,  and  a  Legis- 
lative Council  including  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Council  and  three  persons  nomi- 
nated by  the  Government. 

Senator  Givens. — But  not  a  single 
elected  representative. 

Senator.  BEST.— That  is  quite  true ;  but 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  although 
Papua  is  of  about  the  same  area  as  is 
Victoria — 88,000  square  miles — it  coitains 
only  750  or  800  white  people.  One  can 
hardly  think  that  it  has  been  sufficiently 
developed  and  populated  with  white  persons 
to  jusrify  a  further  instalment  of  self- 
government  such  as  has  been  suggested. 

Senator  Needham, — Those  800  white 
persons  ought  to  be  entitled  to  a  represen- 
tative. 

Senator  BEST.— Ultimately  that  must 
happen,  but  we  have  to  proceed  most  care- 
fully. My  honorable  friend  must  see  that 
in  a  Territory  where  the  white  pt^mlation 
is  so  limited  the  election  of  representafives 
might  lead  to  serious  abuses. 

Senator  Givens. — If  one-third  of  the 
members  of  the  Lefjislative  Coimcil  were 
elected,  would  they  not  be  a  useful  check 
upon  the  officials? 

Senator  BEST.— Undoubtedly  there  is 
much  to  commend  what  has  been  suggested 
by  my  honorable  friend,  and  that  will  be 
the  natural  development  of  affairs.  "The 
Government  will  take  the  responsibilit}- 
of  appcanting  an  Administrate  within 
the  next  month  or  two.  We  require 
a  strong,  able  man  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  t^,i^^(5ogtes  °^ 
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the  position.  The  name  of  Mr.  Stani- 
forth  Smith  has  been  mentioned.  It  has 
been  with  mix;h  satisfaction  that  we  have 
noticed  the  splendid  work  that  he  has  been 
able  to  do,  and  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  the  Territory,  which  was  only  taken 
over  on  the  ist  September,  1906,  has  been 
very  satisfactory.  I  propose  to  quote  only 
the  more  important  developments  which 
haw  taken  place — 

Since  the  dcw  land  law  came  into  operation 
there  haye  been  163  appHcatioDs  granted  for 
128,922  acres.  Now  there  nrc  lifty  plantations 
actually  at  work.  A  hand-book,  giving  par- 
ticulars likely  to  be  useful  to  intending  settlers 
or  fnvcslors  has  been  published,  and  has  met 
with  a  very  considerable  demand.  The  work 
of  surveying  has  been  delayed  owing  partly  to 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  men,  but 
arrears  are  being  rapidly  overhauled,  and  no 
serious  inconvenience  has  yet  1>een  met  by 
planters.  During  the  last  twelve  months  an 
Agricultural  Department  has  been  established, 
which  has  purchased  742,500  rubber  seeds,  and 
has  sold  to  planters  40,000  Para  rubber  trees 
and  <)5,cxio  Sisal  hemp  plants  which  have  been 
raised  in  its  nurseries.  Seven  Government 
plantations  have  been  started,  in  which  over  too 
kinds  of  plants  of  economic  value  are  now 
growing.  Plantations  have  also  been  begun  at 
the  head -quarters  of  the  Resident  Matfistrates. 
Analyses  of  soil  have  been  made,  and  reports 
obtained  of  specimens  of  tobacco,  Abre,  ftc. 
Classificatioa  of  native  plants  has  been  com- 
menced. A  botanical  library  has  been  inaugu- 
rated, and  works  are  available  for  the  use  of 
residents.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  timber  industry  in  regard  to 
which  a  new  law  has  been  passed.  An  expert 
is  now  at  work  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
examining  native  timber  and  classifying  it.  A 
vigorous  policy  of  road  construction  has  been 
entered  upon.  Cut  roads  and  bridle  tracks 
are  beinf!  opened  to  the  centres  where  agricul- 
tural settlement  is  most  Ukely  to  occur. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Royal  Commission  a  sum  of  ;^5.ooo 
has  been  placed  on  the  Estimates  for  that 
purpose. 

Roads  have  been  made  in  mining  districts 
from  Tamatn  to  the  Gira,  and  from  Buna  Bay 
to  the  Yodda ;  in  the  central  division,  from 
Port  Moresby  to  the  Astrolabe,  continuing 
through  Sogeri  and  Kemp  Welch  districts  to 
Hood  Bay.  The  entrance  to  Port  Moresby  has 
been  surveyed  and  marked  with  beacons  and 
buoys,  so  that  vessels  may  now  enter  in  all 
weathers  and  at  all  times. 

Senator  Givens. — Has  the  honorable 
senator  any  return  showing  the  amount 
which  has  been  spent  on  road-making? 

Senator  BEST. — I  understand  that  about 
j^i.ooo  has  been  spent,  and  we  have  inti- 
mated that  a  vote  of  :£5.ooo  will  be  avail- 
able shwtly.  Mr.  Staniforth  Smith, 
whom  we  all  know,  is  responsible,  and  en- 
titled to  credit  tot  most  if  not  all  of  the 


reforms  to  which  I  have  referred.  There 
has  been  a  distinct  developmental  policy 
energetically  pursued,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate 
land  scandals,  the  report  frran  Papua 
would  have  been  of  an  exceedingly  satis- 
factory character. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [10:0]. 
— As  a  represent:^.! ive  of  -i  State  not  far 
removed  from  Papua,  and  as  one  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  conditior.s  t"here,  T 
have  to  congratulate  the  Government  on 
the  proposal  to  devote  ;^S,ooo  'o  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Possession.  I  think 
that  this  is  ^he  first  time  th«t  the  item  has 
appeared  on  the  Estimates.  We  used  to 
spend  ^^io.poo  per  annum  on  the  admin- 
istration, but  the  whole  sum  was  swallowed 
up  in  official  salaries  and  t^Iice  expenses, 
and  the  amount  devoted  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  was  infinitesimal.  I 
hold  that  _;^5,ooo  is  not  a  sufBcient  $um. 
Although  excellent  work  has  been  done  by 
.Mr.  Staniforth  Smith  in  organizing  the 
Agricultural  Department,  and  in  other  de- 
velopmental work,  vet  he  has  not  been  able 
10  do  as  much  as  is  desirable,  especially  in 
the  inaking  of  roads  to  the  gold-fields.  -  I 
have  had  a  long  and  varied  exp«-ience  in 
connexion  with  roads  in  North  Queens- 
land, where  the  conditions  are  similar  to 
those  in  Papua.  To  make  a  road  through 
miles  of  scrub  such  as  we  have  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  a  considerable  amount 
uf  mmey  is  requinte. 

Senator  Bfst. — In  a  tropical  country 
we  ha\'e  to  go  slowly  in  the  matter  of 
expenditure^  especiallv  on  such  works  as 
roads. 

Senator  GIVENS.— How  are  settlers 
and  prospectors  to  get  over  the  country  un- 
less they  have  roads  to  travel  on?  How 
many  miles  of  roads  does  the  Minister 
think  could  be  made  for  j£i,ooo  through 
Queensland  scrub?  In  former  days,  it 
was  considered  nothing  for  the  Queensland 
Governmehf  to  make  special  grants  rf 
/".^oo  and  ;^i,ooo  to  make  roads  to  the 
gold-fields. 

Senator  Findlev. — Settlement  should 
precede  road-making. 

Senator  GIVENS.— But  the  miners 
have  been  hard  at  work  in  Papua  for  years 
with  hardlv  a  single  track  to  travel  over. 
The  honorable  senator  seems  to  be  imable 
to  comprehend  anything  beyond  the  shib- 
boleth of  the  ' '  fat  men/^  ^XPi  fe'^  ^" 
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Senator  Findley. — To-night  the  honor- 
able senator  is  all  for  "  spend,  spend, 
spend."  To-morrow  it  will  be  all  "eco- 
nomize, economize,  economize,"  with  him. 

Senator  GIVENS.— I  want  to  see 
money  spoil  where  the  spending  of  it  will 
be  profitable.  It  is  all  very  well  for  an 
hoTforable  senatOT  who  lives  in  &feIbourne, 
where  one  can  travel  about  in  a  tramcar 
over  good  suburban  roads  paved  with  mac- 
adam or  wood  blocks,  to  object  to  good 
loads  being  mad^  for  the  miners  of 
Fapua. 

Senator  Findley. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable senator  know  that  part  of  this  vote 
is  not  for  the  making  of  roads  ? 

Senator  GIVENS. — I  hope  that  a  good 
part  of  It  will  be  devoted  to  that  purpose, 
but  the  amount  is  not  sufficient. 

Sai^tor  FmoLEY. — ^We  do  not  want  to 
make  reads  to  the  moon. 

S^ator  GIVENS.— But  we  do  want  to 
make  roads  to  minimize  the  hardships 
which  white  people  have  to  endure  in 
Papua.  We  cannot  develop  a  Territory 
like  this  without  opening  it  up  by  means 
of  roads.  We  ought  to  give  every  assist- 
ance to  tiie  men  who  are  doing  good  work 
in  parts  of  the  country  where  there  is  not 
tven  a  mule  track,  and  where  native  car- 
riers have  to  be  employed  to  carry  the 
tucker  and  goods  of  'the  miners  seventy  or 
eighty  miles  in  some  instances.  We  ought 
to  do  all  we  can  lo  develop  the  country, 
and  especial'y  to  enable  tlie  white  men 
who  are  working  there  to  pursue  their  avo- 
cations iirofitably.  A  man  has  a  very 
small  chance  of  pursuing  mining  at  a  profit 
when  he  can  get  onlv  enough  to  pay  for 
the  carrying  of  his  tucker  ujid  tools  to  the 
place  where  he  works.  The  making  of  a 
road  may  mean  all  the  difference  between 
conducting  mining  profiiabiy  or  otherwise. 
While  I  congratulate  the  Government  on 
this  step  in  advance,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  j^s.ooo  is  quite  insuflRcient.  We 
shall  promote  the  prosperity  of  Papua  to 
a  very  much  greater  extent  if  "we  spend 
more  money  in  de\"eloping  the  country, 
which  I  am  satisfied  is  capable  of  carrying 
a  large  and  prosperous  population.  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  Government  will  not 
])uisue  a  parsimonious  policy,  but  will  do 
all  that  is  possible  to  encourage  the  settlers 
who.  in  any  case,  have  to  undergo  very 
many  and  severe  hardships,  and  who  de- 
ser\-e  all  the  ronsideration  that  we  can  ex- 
"•end  to  them. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
[ ro.6]. — In   view  of   what'  Senates 


Givens  has  said,  I  should  very  much  like 
to  submit  a  request  for  an  increased  vote. 
I  am  sOTry  that  it  is  not  possible  to  do  so. 
I  long  ago  came  to  the  cemclusion  that 
;^5,ooo  was  not  a  sufficient  sum  to  prcxnote 
a  proper  development  policy  in  Papua. 
The  discrepancy  between  the  expenditure 
of  ;£20,ooo  on  the  administration,  and  a 
paltry  ji^5,ooo  on  development  is  remark- 
able. I  recognise  the  difficulties  attaching 
to  developing  such  a  country.  I  also  re- 
cognise the  valuable  work  that  has  been 
performed  by  the  present  director  of  agri- 
culture, mines  and  lands.  I  know  that  he 
i-  capable  of  doing  very  much  more  use- 
ful work.  There  is  ample  scope  for  his 
abilities  and  energies  in  making  the  Pos- 
session very  much  more  valuable  than  it  is 
at  .present.  I  support  the  contention  of 
Senator  Givens  that  ;^^S,ooo  is  inadequate 
for  promoting  the  policy  of  development 
as  rapidly  as  it  ought  to  be  pnxnoted,  in 
view  of  the  richn^  of  tiie  country  ccxn- 
mitted  to  our  charge. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [10.9].— I 
wish  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  whether  he  can  give  the 
Committee  any  information  as  to  the  par- 
ticipants in  the  vote  of  ;^5oo  to  assist  in- 
digent Australian  men  of  letters  ? 

Senator  Best. — A  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed scsne  time  ago  in  connexion  wiA 
this  matter,  and  a  ieport  from  them  was 
laid  before  Parliament  in  October  last. 
So  far  no  muiey  has  been  «pended. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Is  it  proposed  to 
expend  money  on  those  who  are  deserving 
of  a  grant,  and  if  so.  who  are  to  get  it? 

Senator  Best.— It  is  proposed  that  there 
shall  be  representatives  of  each  State  to  in- 
quire into  the  merits  of  claims. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — Who  are  to  com- 
pose the  State  Committees? 

Senator  Best. — I  understand  that  they 
are  to  be  appointed  next  week. 

Senator  FINDLEY. — Is  there  any  limit 
to  the  time  Vrithin  which  claims  can  be 
made? 

Senator  Best. — Regulati(xts  will  be 
framed  in  connexion  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  fund.  Particulars  will  be 
notified  in  due  course. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[10.13]. — I  wish  to  direct  attentitm  to  the 
vote  of  ,i<j2o,ooo  for  advertising  the  re- 
sources of  the  Commonwealth.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  such  a  vote  has  appeared  bn 
the  Estimates.  It  marks  the  introduction 
of  a  policv  of  immigratiotf;~^iGtvjkra  nxMt 
important'  subjaf  W'l^  VtSSfflST 
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Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice -Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.14]. — If 
my  honorable  friend  will  allow  me  to  inter- 
vene, I  will  explain  the  position.  The  sum 
of  ;^20,ooo  has  been  placed  on  the  Esti- 
mates, and  the  unexpoided  pc»ti(Hi  of  it 
will  lapse  on  the  30th  June.  The  Prime 
Minister  has  declared  that  he  intends  to 
place  on  next  year's  Estimates  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  purposes  of  an  immigraticxi 
policy.  Before  that  is  dealt  with,  the 
Prime  Minister  will  expound  the  policy  of 
the  Government  on  the  subject.  When  that 
is  done,  there  will  be  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunitv  for  discussing  the  whole  question 
oxnpletely.  This  item  is  simply  an  expir- 
ing item,  in  ccxinexion  with  which  we  have 
not  been  able  to  earn*  out  all  that  we  de- 
sired. As  a  matter  of  fact,  only  jC^,5o;i 
has  been  expended,  partly  in  connexion 
with  Renter's  telegrams,  and  partly  on  the 
purchase  of  copies  of  a  publication  called 
Australia  To-day.  The  distribution  of 
5,000  copies  of  Prolific  Australia  was  also 
undertaken.  Several  items  of  that  charactn 
accounted  fox  £1,50$,  The  ^^20,000, 
therefore,  is  an  expiring  vote,  and  will  be 
revived  on  the  next  Estimates.  The  Go- 
vernment will  then  declare  their  policy  in 
connexion  with  that  vote.  This  amcmnt 
might,  in  the  drctmistances,  be  permitted 
to  go. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[10.15], — Probably  the  time  indicated  by 
the  Minister  would  be  the  best  at  which  to 
debate  this  important  question.  I  will  yield 
to  his  wish,  and  thank  him  for  his  sug- 
gestion. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Attorney- General  —  Clerical  Staff — ■ 
Defence  of  Prisoners — High  Court  : 
Tipstaffs  :  Travelling  Expenses — 
Court  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitra- 
tion :  Advektising  :  Travelung  Ex- 
penses. 

Divisions  17  to  20  {Attorney-General's 
Department),  proposed  vote,  j£i^,2Z9. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Australia) 
[10.16]. — Will  the  Minister  explain  the  rea- 
son for  the  new  expenditure  of  ^^3^0  for  a 
clerk  in  Grade  D  ?  What  are  that  officer's 
duties,  and  what  were  the  reasons  for  the 
appointment  ? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.17]. — I  can- 
not detail  the  officer's  duties.  In  the  work 
of  the  Office  it  was  found  necessary  to  obtain 
further  assistance,  and,  therefwe,  this  pro- 
fessional aSBoer  was  appcmited. 


Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.18]. — Who  are  the  prisoners  foe 
which  the  item  of  ^^20  for  "  Defence  of 
pris(xiers  "  is  required  ? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.  ig]. — This  is 
in  connexion  with  a  provision  of  the  Judi- 
cature Act,  by  which  criminals,  upon  the 
Judge's  certificate,  may  receive  professional 
assistance. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [10.20].— 
Provision  is  made  under  the  division  "  High 
Court "  for  one  tipstaff  at  jQiys,  two  at 
jCis6,  and  two  at  £144.  Why  the  differen- 
tiation in  salaries?  Are  not  the  duties 
similar? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [10.21]. — One  of 
the  tipstaffs  is  a  senior  officer,  who  was 
transferred  at  the  salary  he  now  receives. 
The  two  last  appointed  receive  the  minimum 
salary  for  the  c^Bce,  and  in  due  time  wilt 
be  entitled  to  iiKrements. 

Senator  Findley. — Are  these  <^cers  ap- 
pointed by  the  respective  Judges? 

Senator  BEST. — ^They  are  Common- 
wealth officers,  appointed  by  the  Governor- 
General,  but  no  doubt  the  Judges  axe,  to 
some  extent,  consulted. 

Senator  Findley. — Is  their  remuneration 
fixed  by  the  Public  Service  CcMnmissioier  ? 

Senator  BEST. — It  is  fixed  under  the 
Public  Service  Act,  and  they  are  remune- 
rated according  to  their  class. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[10.22]. — Can  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  state  how  much  of  the 
;^3,ooo  foe  travelling  expenses  for  the 
High  Court  has  been  spent? 

Senator  BEST.— It  will  all  be  spent. 
Last  year  £2,g$ci  was  spent. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [10.23].— 
What  does  the  item  of  ;^ioo  for  advertis- 
ing, under  the  division  "  Court  of  Con- 
ciliation and  Arbitration,"  mean? 

Senator  Best. — It  is  for  advertising 
awards,  common  rules,  and  general  notices 
in  newspapers. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Australia) 
[10.24]. — Why  is  it  necessary  to  provide 
;^250  for  travelling  expenses  for  the  Court 
of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  in  view  of 
the  liberal  travelling  expenses  allowed  in 
connexion  with  the  High  Court  under  the 
last  divisiOT?  What  particular  travelling 
expenses  are  provided  for  by  this  item  ? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-President 
of  the  Executiveb,g(Jpuigie^^g||^This 
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provision  is  made  for  cases  where  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Court  has  to  travel  in  con- 
nexion with  the  work  of  the  Court. 
little  was  expended  in  that  way  last  year, 
and  I  am  not  certain  whether  all  this  sum 
will  be  spent,  but  it  is  provided  to  be  avail- 
able if  necessary. 
Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Home  Affairs — Recoup  of  Election  Ex- 
penses— Electoral  Office  :  Western 
Australia — Collection  of  Statistics 
—Commonwealth  Year- Book — Office 
Cleaners — Medical  Officers'  Retain- 
ing Fees — Gratuities  for  Valuable 
and  Practical  Suggestions — Map  of 
Australasia — Lighthouses. 
Divisions  21  to  29  (Department  of  Home 

Affairs),  proposed  vote,  £2^^,o:^6. 

Senator  MILLEN  (New  South  Wales) 
[10.26]. — Is  there  not  scnne  item  relating 
to  candidates'  expenses  at  the  recent  South 
Australian  election? 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Hnne  Affairs)  [10.27]. — It  was  in- 
tended to  make  certain  provisicm  in  the 
Supplementary  Estimf^tes  to  meet  what  the 
honorable  senator  is  thinking  of,  but  since 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  were  intro- 
<iuced  in  another  place,  it  has  been  de- 
cided to  make  special  provision  imder  a 
special  Act  to  meet  the  special  circum- 
stances of  this  case.  On  previous  occa- 
sonSt  in  connexion  with  the  Melbourne  elec- 
tion and  the  Riverina  election,  special  pro- 
visioi  was  made  by  the  Government  for  re- 
couping certain  candidates  the  expenses 
they  incurred  in  oHinexion  with  elections 
afterwards  avoided  on  account  of  the  fault 
of  Government  oflScials.  We  intend  to  fol- 
low the  like  course  in  this  case.  The  only 
matter  now  under  consideration  is  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  Government  should  re- 
cognise its  responsibility  for  certain  legal 
costs.  The  fullest  consideratitm  will  be 
given  by  the  Government  to  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances,  and  the  Government  will 
recognise  their  responsibility  without  tak- 
ing any  course  that  may  hereafter  be  cal- 
culated to  induce  defeated  candidates  to 
indiscriminately  enter  upon  a  course  of  liti- 
gaticHi. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [10.28]. — The  various  sums  set  out 
under  the  Division  of  "  Electoral  Office  " 
are  very  small.  I  have  a  suspicion  that 
they  do  not  cover  the  whole  of  the  cost, 
and  that  there  are  other  items  in  the  Esti- 
mates- ccmnected  with  the  expenses  of  the 
office.   Only  is  set  down  for  Western 


Australia.  I  am  afraid  there  is  room  for 
criticism  of  Ihis  office,  at  all  events  in  that 
State.  There  was  previously  room  for  very 
much  criticism,  but  we  at  last  (d)tained  a 
man  who  seemed  to  tmderstand  the  work* 
ing  of  our  electoral  laws.  The  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  gave  a  specific  pr<»nise  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  that  that  c^cer  at  Perth 
would  be  permanently  appointed  to  the 
head  of  the  Western  Australian  branch, 
but  he  was  not  appointed,  and  the  Depart- 
ment lost  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  elec- 
tcMral  matters  in  Western  Australia.  I  do 
not  know  who  has  tieen  put  in  charge  of 
the  work  in  that  State,  but  I  am  sure  that 
he  is  not  a  better  man.  Is  the  Minister 
certain  that  we  shall  not  get  into  the  same 
confused  state  in  our  electoral  aifairs  in 
Perth  as  obtained  prior  to  the  appointment 
of  the  man  whose  services  ,were  dispensed 
with  ?  The  moment  he  left  the  CwnmcHi- 
wealth  service  he  was  sSapped  up  by  the 
State  authorities,  who  knew  a  good  man, 
and  gave  him  a  position  in  the  State  Elec- 
toral Office.  I  regret  to  say  that  a  certain 
amount  of  influence  that  was  not  at  all 
creditable  to  the  Government,  in  view  of 
the  definite  premise  given  by  the  Minister, 
was  brought  to  .bear  to  get  rid  of  that 
officer.  There  was  a  scandal  in  connexion 
with  his  dismissal.  I  suppose  we  shall 
have  to  wait  to  ascertain  whether  the  pre- 
sent occupant  of  the  position  can  do  the 
work  better  than  it  was  done  bef<»e  that 
gentleman  took  it  over.  Does  this  item  re- 
present the  total  expense  of  the  Electoral 
Office  in  Western  Australia? 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [xo.30]. — ^The  hawr- 
able  senator  has  made  some  reference  to 

the  apparent  smallness  of  these  votes,  but 
I  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  fact  that  they  refer  only  to  the  Chief 
Electoral  Officer,  the  senior  clerk,  and  other 
officers  of  the  central  branch  of  the  De- 
partment, and  also  to  the  salaries  provided 
for  the  Chief  Electoral  Officer  in  each  of 
the  different  States.  As  honorable  sena- 
tors are  aware,  many  of  the  officers  dis- 
charging electoral  duties  in  the  different 
States  are  not  ccxifined  simply  to  the  per- 
formance of  that  work.  In  any  case  these 
votes  do  not  apply  to  the  general  rank  and 
file,  if  I  may  so  refer  to  them,  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Electoral  administration,  who 
are  officers  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  and 
Customs  Departments,  and  other  Common- 
wealth officers  in  various  parts  of  the  dif- 
ferent States,  but  to  the  head  officers  of  the 
Electoral  adminis^a^^'VinO^ihglidf  the 
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State  capitals,  and  the  officers  of  the  cen- 
tral staff.  That  is  a  reason  why  the  vote 
appears  small,  but  if  honorable  senators 
vill  analyze  it,  they  will  find  that  it  pro- 
vides for  fairly  reas(xuible  remuneration  to 
the  oflScers  c(»icemed.  With  regard  to 
the  question  raised  by  Senator  de  Largie  as 
to  the  appointment  of  an  oflScer  in  Perth, 
so  far  as  the  particular  (rfficer  to  whom  he 
has  made  reference  is  concerned,  I  believe 
that  he  was  a  very  excellent  officer. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — He  was  the  best 
man  we  ever  had  in  the  office  in  Western 
Australia. 

Senator  KEATING, — That  may  be  so, 
but  there  were  reasOTis,  for  which  the  Go- 
vernment or  myself  cannot  be  held  respon- 
sible, but  for  which  I  suppose  Parliament 
might  be  held  responsible,  why  that  parti- 
cular officer  could  not  be  appointed  in  cer- 
tain circumstances.  Senator  de  Largie  re- 
ferred just  now  to  a  statement  I  made  on 
the  floor  of  the  Senate.  The  honcu'able 
senator  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  when  I 
made  that  statement  I  was  carrying  out 
duties  in  this  Chamber  as  an  honorary 
Minister,  and  after  a  reference  to  the  officer 
of  the  Home  Affairs  Department,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  Minister's  box  on 
the  occasion,  I  stated  that  the  position 
which  this  officer  was  then  occupying  was  a 
temporary  position,  and  it  was  intended 
that  it  should  be  made  a  permanent  one. 
If  I  did  not  make  that  clear  that  was  cer- 
tainly the  information  I  received^.  It 
may  be  that  in  trannnitting  the  informati(Mi 
to  the  Senate,  I  conveyed  the  impression 
that  instead  of  die  position  itself  being  con- 
verted from  a  temporary  to  a  p^manent 
one.  this  temporary  officer  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed permanently. 

Senator  de  Largie.  —  The  h<Hiorab)e 
senator  said  that  this  officer  was  to  be  made 
a  permanent  officer. 

Senator  KEATING.— That  may  be  so, 
hut  in  making  the  statement  I  was  acting 
for  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  in  con- 
nexion with  a  Department  over  which  I  had 
no  personal  control,  and  I  endeavoured  to 
convey  as  well  as  I  could  the  information 
given  me  by  a  permanent  officer  of  the  De- 
partment. I  would  not  for  a  mom«it  at- 
tempt to  shelter  myself  behind  any  dficer, 
and  say  that  I  was  misinformed.  I  have 
read  what  1  said  on  the  occasion  referred 
to,  and  I  accept  the  full  measure  of  per- 
sonal responsibility.  I  was  suddenly  asked 
for  information  upon  a  matter  of  which  I 
knew  nothing.      I  was  informed  by  the 


officer  in  attendance  that  the  temporary 
position  was  to  be  made  a  permanent  one, 
and  I  may  have  conveyed  the  impre^ion, 
though,  if  I  did,  it  was  without  design, 
that  the  particular  a&cer  occupying  the 
temporary  position  was  to  be  made  a  per- 
manent officer.  I  take  full  respcmsibility  for 
that,  but  any  one  in  the  same  circtmistances 
might  have  taken  and  oxiveyed  a  wrong  im- 
pression in  the  same  way.  With  respect 
to  the  officer,  I  understand  from  every  re- 
port concerning  him  that  he  is  a  most  effi- 
cient officer.  I  believe  from  what  Senator 
de  Largie  has  informed  me  that  his  services 
have  been  secured  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment. I  have  occasicm  every  week  to  re- 
gret that  the  limitations  imposed  upon  ad- 
ministration by  the  Public  Service  Act  pre- 
vent Ministers  from  availing  themselves  of 
the  services  of  officers  whose  merits  and 
capacity  to  discharge  duties  required  to  be 
discharged  in  the  service  of  the  ConmuHi- 
wealth  could  not  but  be  recognised. 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[10.37]. — In  oMinexion  with  the  vote  for 
the  Statistical  branch  of  the  Department, 
I  should  like  to  say  that  I  am  given  to  un- 
derstand that  a  number  of  mounted  troopers 
are  employed  in  collecting  information  for 
the  Department.  I  am  not  an  advocate  of 
extravagant  expenditure  at  any  time,  but 
I  have  been  told,  and  the  MimstN  will  be 
able  to  say  whether  my  information  is  cor- 
rect, that  these  men  receive  the  magnificent 
remuneration  of  6s.  per  day — is,  6d.  each 
for  three  meals,  and  is.  6d.  for  a  bed. 

Senator  Trenwith. — But  that  is  in  ad- 
dition to  their  pay. 

Senator  VARDON.  —  The  States  Go- 
vernments  pay  their  salaries,  but  cmsider- 
ing  that  they  have  very  often  to  raver  a 
large  area  of  country  in  collecting  this  in- 
formation, it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  not 
be  going  too  far  if,  in  addition  to  the 
allowance  for  three  meals  and  a  bed,  they 
were  given  something  to  provide  them  with 
a  drink  of  lemonade  on  their  way.  I 
know  that  clerks  who  do  not  occupy  a  very 
high  grade  in  the  service  of  the  States  re- 
ceive travelling  expenses  amounting  to  8s. 
per  day,  and  considering  the  work  which 
these  collectors  of  statistics  have  to  do,  they 
might  be  given  a  little  better  remuneration 
than  that  which,  if  my  informaticHi  is  cor- 
rect, is  now  paid  them  for  their  work. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[10.40]. — It  is  highly  desirable  that  the 
gap  between  the  publication  of  States 
statistics  and  CommcHiw^alth  statistics 
should   be   bridg^ize(m?et3 @sOQt@J  as 
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possible.  During  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  and  in  cxmnexicm  with  some 
ottwr  debates  the  necessity  fox  this  was 
painfully  apparent.  I  do  not  wish  to  re- 
flect in  any  way  upon  the  Minister  or  the 
Statistician.  I  have  never  appealed  to  the 
Commonwealth  Statistician  without  getting 
correct  information  immediately.  I  do  not 
wish  to  compliment  or  to  criticize  any  offi- 
cer, but  I  will  say  with  regard  to  the  Statis- 
tician himself  that  he  has  amply  satished 
every  inquiry  that  has  been  made  by  honor- 
able senators.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  be 
able  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  in  a  ^'ery 
shwt  time  the  statistics  of  the  Common- 
wealth will  be  published  in  a  form  handy 
for  reference. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [10.42].— In  reply  to 
Senator  Vardon,  I  may  say  that  as  far  as 
possible  we  utilize  the  services  of  States 
oflScers  in  collecting  information.  We  do 
so  on  a  system  of  co-operation  with  the 
States  authorities.  The  particular  crfBcers 
to  whom  he  refers  may  be  remunerated  at 
the  rate  he  mentions,  but  whatever  rate  they 
receive  is  a  matter  of  arrangement  betweeii 
the  Commonwealth  and  States  Govern- 
ments. 

Senator  Tubley. — But  the  Cwnmcm- 
wealth  Government  do  not  pay  these  men 
directlv. 

Senator  KEATING.— No,  we  pay  the 
States  Governments.  If  the  States  Govern- 
ments asked  us  for  payment  for'  this  work 
at  the  rate  of  6s.  or  8s.  a  day  we  should 
make  the  payment  accordingly.  We  find 
the  States  Governments  willing  to  co-oper- 
ate with  us,  and  we  utilize  the  services  of 
their  officers  wherever  we  can.  We  ask 
them  what  amount  of  remuneratic»i  we 
should  pay,  and  without  quesction  we  pay 
what  they  ask. 

SenatcH-  de  Largie. — But  we  have  a  scale 
of  allowances  for  <^Bcers  of  the  Canmon- 
wealth.  service. 

Senator  KEATING.— That  is  another 
matter. 

Senator  de  Largie. — Could  the  Minister 
say  whether  the  scale  referred  to  by  Sena- 
tor Vardon  is  in  accordance  with  the  Com- 
monwealth scale  of  allowances? 

.Senator  KEATING.— Work  of  this  kind 
done  by  Commonwealth  (^kxrs  is  paid  for 
in  accordance  with  the  Commcmwealth 
scale,  but  where  we  utilise  the  services  of 
States  officers  we  pay  whatever  the  States 
Governments  ask. 

Senator  Turlev. — And  they  do  not  allow 
payment  to  be  made  to  States' (rflicers  direct. 


Senator  KEATING.— That  is  so.  They 
have  asked  that  in  all  cases  tlie  payment 
slnuld  be  made  to  tfie  Slates  Treasurers. 
With  regard  to  the  question  raised  by  Sena- 
tor St.  Ledger,  I  should  like  to  say,  without 
going  into  too  much  detail,  that  I  hope  that 
before  we  rise,  or  before  Easter,  to  have 
in  the  hands  of  honorable  •^natois  the  first 
issue  of  the  (^cial  Year-Book  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  will  contain  a  great  deal  of 
information — practically  all  the  statistical 
informaticMi  covering  the  last  six  years 
which  would  be  useful  to  the  public.  It  will 
be  a  little  more  bulky  than  succeeding  issues 
are  likely  to  be.  Ac  the  same  time  we  pro- 
pose to  continue  the  publicatim  of  ^atistkrs 
periodically,  whether  monthly  as  at  present 
OT  quarterly  is  a  matter  for  further  deter- 
mination. Another  matter  which  is  at  pre- 
sent engaging  the  attention  of  my  honorable 
colleague,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
tcwns,  and  myself  with  the  object  of  secur- 
ing the  best  results,  is  the  particular  form 
in  which  the  stati.stical  information  shall  be 
published.  We  have  to  determine  whether 
it  should  follow  absolutely  the  form  of  the 
Tariff  OT  the  alphabetical  order  adopted  in 
a  great  many  other  countries.  That  is  a 
matter  to  which  we  are  giving  the '  closest 
attention,  and  I  hope  that,  whatever  the  de- 
termination come  to  may  be,  the  result  will 
be  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  those 
who  require  to  consult  the  statistics  of  the 
Commonwealth . 

Senator  VARDON  (South  Australia) 
[10.45]. — I  am  obliged  to  the  Minister 
for  the  infOTmati<m  which  he  has  given,  as 
I  was  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangement. A  complaint  was  made  to  roe 
on  the  subject,  and,  therefore,  I  was 
anxious  to  ascertain  the  true  positifMi. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [10.46]. — ^The  item  of  ^^^104  for 
c^oe. cleaners  under  the  head  of  "Census 
and  Statistics,"  seems  to  call  for  an  ex- 
planation, because,  under  the  head  of  "Ad- 
ministrative Staff,"  we  have  passed  an 
item'  of  jQ^zg  for  office  cleaners  for  the 
Departments  of  External  Affairs,  At- 
torney-General, Home  Affairs,  Trade  and 
Customs,  and  Postmaster- General.  I  sub- 
mit that  that  item  of  should  have 
been  divided  amongst  those  Departments. 
If  all  the  expenditure  for  office  cleaning 
in  connexion  with  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs  had  been  included  in  that  item, 
we  should  not  find  an  item  of  jQio^  for 
crffice  cleaners  under  the  h?ad  of  "  Census 
and  Statistics,"  D^c^(iSB©0§ljg8o  for 
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office  cleaners  under  the  head  of  '*  Meteoro- 
logical Branch."  I  Uiink  that  it  is  some 
evideoce  of  a  little  carelessness  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  Estimates. 

Saiator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [10.47]. — Unfor- 
tunately for  the  Ccanmonwealth,  all  the 
Departments  are  not  housed  under  one 
roof.  The  Departments  of  the  Attwney- 
Geno'al,  External  Affairs,  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms, and  Postmaster-General,  are  practi- 
cally housed  under  cme  roof  in  Spring- 
str^,  and  the  ofiioe  cleaning  is  carried  out 
under  the  supennsitxi  of  one  man,  who 
also  acts  fts  messenger  to  the  Department 
of  External  AiFairs.  The  Department  of 
Home  Affairs  is  distributed  through  the 
city.  We  have  roost  of  our  crffices  in 
Russell-street.  We  have  a  Meteorological 
Branch  in  Carlton,  and  a  Statistical 
Branch  at  the  Rialto  in  Collins-street,  and 
in  various  other  ways  we  are  scattered 
round  the  city.  The  item  of  ^104  is  the 
provision  for  two  c^e  cleaners  at  Carlton 
at  the  rate  of  j£x  per  week. 

SsiatOT  PtJMFORD. — I  am  not  complain- 
ing about  the  amount,  but  pointing  out  the 
irregularity  in  lumping  the  oflfce  cleaning 
for  the  Departments  on  page  21. 

Senator  KEATING.— But  those  Depart- 
ments are  really  under  the  one  roof. 

Senator  Pulsford. — But  the  expendi- 
ture should  be  split  up  amongst  them. 

Senator  KEATING.— That  may  be  so; 
but  that  has  not  been  the  practice  hitherto, 
and  the  bunching  of  the  expenditure  en- 
ables honorable  senators  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  cost  of  cleaning  the  Departments. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Australia) 
[10.49]. — I  should  like  the  Minister  to  fur- 
nish some  informaticm  regarding  the  item 
of  ^200  for  retaining  fees  fen*  COTimon- 
veaioi  medical  officers. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— "Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [10.50]. — This  vote 
is  required  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  cer- 
tain medical  officers  in' the  different  States 
who  are  called  upon  to  make  the  necessary 
examinati<xis  of  persons  seeking  entrance 
to  the  Public  Service.  In  order  that  the 
Commonwealth  should  not  have  to  hunt 
round  for  medical  officers,  certain  men  in 
each  State  are  retained,  and  upon  their 
services  in  this  regard  we  have  a  first  call. 

Senator  MULCAHY  (Tasmania) 
[10.51]. — I  should  like  the  Minister  to 
tell  me  what  officers  have  offered  "valuable 
and  practical  suggestims  leading  to  the  in- 
troduction of  useful  refoims  and  to  greater 


econ(»ny  and  dficiency  ^'  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, and  the  nature  of  six:h  suggestirais. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania — Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [10.52]: — I  cannot 
specify  any  particular  officers,  out  we  pro- 
pose to  put  (HI  the  Estimates  every  year  an 
item  of  £,200  for  the  purpose  of  encourag- 
ing cheers  to  put  forward  suggestions 
which,  as  the  result  of  their  experience  of 
the  working  of  Departments  and  the 
general  administraticwi  of  the  duties  al- 
lotted to  Departments  by  Parliament,  may 
be  of  value. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Do  not  the  Govern- 
ment pay  their  officers  well  enough  to  in- 
duce them  to  do  that  now  ? 

Senator  KEATING.— I  think  that  the 
offices  are  very  well  paid;  but,  apart 
from  that,  there  may  be  a  little  tendency 
on  the  part  of  officers  to  feel  that,  being 
secure  in  their  positions,  it  is  unnecessaiy 
for  them  to  do  more  than  their  immediate 
duty.  We  propose  to  offer  inducements  to 
officers  to  bestir  themselves  and  to  make 
suggestions.  We  are  following  what  is  a 
very  welf  established  practice  in  s(»ne  of  the 
mosi:  successful  private  enterprises  in  the 
world.  It  is  a  very  small'  item,  which  I 
think  Parliament  will  \'ote  readily. 

Senator  Xeedham. — How  many  officers 
have  participated  in  the  money  ? 

Senator  KEATIXG. — I  cannot  say  that 
even  a  penny  has  been  spent.  We  are 
simply  asking  for  parliamentary  authority 
to  spend  ;^2oo  in  this  direction. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[^°-53]- — It  was  through  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department  of  the  United 
States  offering  a  reward  to  its  officers, 
or  suggesting  that  they  should  make  cer- 
tain experiments,  that  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant improvements  in  tele^rraphv  wa? 
made  by  Mr.  Edison,  a  clerk  in  its  em- 
ploy. If  we  vote  this  it«n  of  £,200.  it 
may  induce  officers  in  our  Departments  to 
exercise  their  ingenuity,  and  to  offer  to  their 
superior  officers  suggestions  which  will  be 
rewarded  fittinglv. 

Senator  DE  LARGfE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [10.54].— I  notice  tnat  we  are 
asked  to  vote  ^^500  towards  the  cost  of 
compiling  a  map  of  Australasia.  I  desire 
to  know  whether  it  has  been  compiled  and 
is  obtainable. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Min- 
ister of  Home  Affairs)  [10.55]. — I  asked 
each  State  if  it  would  be  kind  enough  lo 
send  .an  officer  to  a  conference,  which  was 
to  be  held  here  with  regar*!  to  the  com- 
pilation of  &  map)>gti£eth9V0ridB^tt@alth. 


10308  Appropriatum  [SENATE.] 


The  different  States  were  represented  at 
the  conference,  and  a  plan  of  compiling 
a  map  was  decided  upon.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  map  should  be  prepared  in  the 
survey  office  in  Sydney,  and  each  State 
Surveyor-General  wab  asked  if  he  would 
!«  good  enough  to  send  along  a  delimita- 
tion of  its  coast  line  and  boundary-. 
Through  the  different  survey  offices  we  are 
ge:ting  this  map  prepared  on  a  scale  of,  I 
think,  twenty-four  miles  to  one  inch.  As 
honorable  senators  are  aware,  the  general 
scale  usually  adopted  is  about  sixteen  miles 
to  an  inch.  The  work  is  proceeding  steadily 
and  carefully.  Several  errors  have  already 
))een  discovered  in  the  delimitation  of  the 
coast  line  of  the  ccKitinent. 

Senator  Turley. — Has  any  portion  of 
lr.st  year's  vote  of  ;^Soo  for  this  purpose 
been  spent? 

Senator  KEATING.— Very  little.  This 
is  not  a  work  which  can  be  done  in  one 
month,  or  even  three  months;  it  may 
occui^  two  or  three  years.  It  was  dis- 
coi-ered  that  a  very  serious  shipwreck  had 
occurred  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales 
from  the  fact  that  the  ordinary  maps 
showed  a  certain  point  east  of  a  particular 
meridian,  whereas,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
was  a  little  west.  All  these  Kttle  errors 
and  inaccuracies  which  have  crept  into  our 
ge<>graphy  we  are  endeavouring  to  rectify. 
While  we  sre  carrying  out  the  work  of  get- 
ting a  complete  and  accurate  map,  each 
State  is  deriving  a  considerable  advantage 
in  that  it  Is,  through  its  survey  staff,  get- 
ting a  most  correct  and  up-to-date  map 
eif  its  own  territory.  I  believe  that  when 
the  map  is  produced — next  year,  1  hope— 
honorable  senators  will  recognise  that  the 
monev  has  been  verv  well  spent. 
.  Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
[10.59].— From  what  the  Minister  has 
said,  am  I  to  understand  that  this  map 
will  not  be  completed  until  the  coast  line 
b.is  been  surveyed  ? 

Senator  Keating.— Oh,  no. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— Then  the  map 
will  contain  just  the  same  mistakes  as 
mark  the  Imperial  map.  There  are 
many  islands  alcMig  the  Northern  coast 
which,  acrording  to  seamen,  are  charted 
miles  out  of  their  proper  situation. 

Senator  de  Larcie. — This  vote  cannot 
include  a  marine  survey.  That  is  impos- 
sible. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— The  Minister 
has  referred  to  shipwrecks  having  s<xne- 
thing   to   do  with   mistakes   in  marine 


suneys,  and  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
map  is  to  be  made  really  complete  ? 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  am  sure  that  the 
Minister  never  intended  that  this  map 
should  be  practically  a  marine  survey  of 
the  coast  of  Auslralia. 

Senator  Klating. — It  is  not  intended  to 
give  the  results  of  a  hydrographical  survey. 
We  shall  obtain  the  absolutely  latest  in- 
formation from  eveiy  State. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [11.2]. — t  desire  to  direct  attention  to 
the  item  ' '  Towards  the  expenses  of  mak- 
ing inquiries  and  preparing  plans  for  addi- 
tional lighthouses  required  or^  the  coast  of 
Australia,  jQitS^o."  1  recognise  the  im- 
portance of  the  item  in  regard  to  the  safety 
of  the  lives  both  of  passengers  travelling 
in,  and  crews  working  on,  vessels  trading 
on  the  Australian  coast.  But  I  am  wont'ering 
whether  the  amount  set  down  is  adequate 
to  provide  additional  lights  on  the  coast. 
T  recognise  the  need  for  improvements,  and 
should  like  to  know  from  the  Minister  In 
what  direction  the  inquiries  are  to  be  made. 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— M'nis- 
ter  of  Homo  Affairs)  [11. 3]. — Under  the 
Constitution  the  'Commonwealth  Go- 
vemment  have  power  to  deal  with 
ocean  navigaticHi,  lighthouses,  light- 
ships, beacons,  and  buoys.  With  a 
view  of  getting  ready  to  take  over 
the  control  and  administration  of  matters 
relating  to  lighthouses,  I  considered  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  Department  to  be 
equipped  with  information  as  to  the  pre- 
sent provision,  what  was  required  in  the  way 
of  additicms,  and  as  to  the  relative  urgency 
of  those  required  additions.  The  Govern- 
ment have  received  from  the  States  Go- 
vernments, from  the  masters  of  ships  trad- 
ing on  the  Australian  coast,  and  from 
shipping  onnpanies.  numerous  representa- 
tions as  to  the  necessity  for  fresh  lights  in 
different  places.  In  some  instances  we  have 
received  half-a-dozen  representations  with 
regard  to  particular  lights.  Some  months 
back,  after  con.sultation  with  the  Prime 
^finiste^,  I  had  the  map  of  Australia 
divided  into  two,  and  to  every  State  Go- 
vernment we  sent  a  map  showing  the  lights 
that  were  suggested,  and  were  nofr  alreadv 
provided  in  the  particular  State.  We  in- 
vited suggestions  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
s'ty  or  urgencv  of  fresh  provisimi  in  those 
directions.  The  course  which  I  took  was 
to  number  each  particular  light  recom- 
mended, and  to  send  a  schedule  to  the 
States  a>nccrned,  indicating  the  names  of 
the  persons  wlH^^gf^ggp^fjigj^gfeicuIar 
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lights,  and  asking  for  the  suggestions  of  the 
States  Governments.  As  a  result,  we  have 
recdved  fnxn  than — after  consultation 
with  their  Navieatitm  Departments  and 
Marine  Boards — their  representations.  Be- 
fore we  can  go  any  further  it  is  necessary 
,  to  analyze  and  tabulate  the  information  so 
obtained.  Our  desire  has  been  to  get  the 
best  informatiOT  with  a  view  of  improving 
the  present  facilities.  I  have  already  taken 
the  step  of  detailing  an  officer  for  a  few 
weeks  for  the  duty  of  going  into  the  whole 
matter  as  to  tlie  relative  urgency  of  various 
lights  suggested.  No  particular  State  is 
especially  involved  in  this  matter.  The 
interests  of  the  whole  Gomm<xiwealth  are 
concerned.  These  are  preliminary  invrati- 
gations  with  a  view  to  the  Commonwealth 
taking  over  the  control  of  lighthouses. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [11. 8]. — I  am  afraid  that  we  are  going 
the  wrcmg  way  about  this  matter.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  there  are  six  Navi- 
gation Departments  in  the  States,  it  will 
be  seen  how  futile  it  is  to  expect  to  get 
better  inf(»:mation  than  must  be  in  the  pos- 
.  sessiwi  of  those  Departments.  No  one 
officer,  no  matter  how  able  he  may  be,  can 
know  the  local  ccmditicms  that  are  known 
to  these  State  Departments. 

Senator  Keating. — Every  State  Depart- 
ment in  Australia  has  been  consulted. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  think  it 
would  have  been  wiser  had  the  Government 
waited  until  the  Commcmwealth  took  over 
this  service  bef(xe  taking  any  other  steps. 
I  like  the  idea  of  receiving  suggestions 
from  masters  of  vessels,  but  to  go  beyond 
that  and  to  try  to  find  out  what  are  the 
best  places  for  lights  is  I  think  a  waste  of 
mcHiey. 

Senator  K«ating. — I  have  decided  not 
to  ask  tt^  Public  Service  Commissioner  to 
reaxmnend  the  appointment  of  any  per- 
manent staff  until  provision  is  made  for 
taking  over  lighthouses.  This  is  prelimi- 
nary work. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  Minister 
can  take  no  other  course.  W^hat  is  the  use 
of  our  gathering  information  if  we  cannot 
take  any  further  step? 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  agreed  to — 

That  the  Senate,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
to-morrow  at  3.30  p.m. 

[366] 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Surtax  on  Sugar. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 
That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  CHAT  AW  AY  (Queensland) 
[11.12]. — I  desire  to  ask  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council  if  he  can 
tell  me  the  dale  of  the  cablegram  which 
has  been  sent  to  the  Natal  Government  in 
refererxx  to  the  surtax  on  Australian 
sugar? 

Senator  Best. — It  was  sent  to-day. 
Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  ti.13  p.m. 


i^ousc  of  £rprcsriuattbrs. 

Wednesday,  8  April,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

SECRET  CURES,  DRUGS,  AND 
FOODS. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  view  of  the  state- 
ment made  some  time  since  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  that  it  is  necessary  to  pass  an 
Act  to  protect  persons  in  the  use  or  quota- 
tion of  Mr.  Beale's  report,  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  honorable  and  learned  gentle- 
man will  be  prepared  to  introduce  the  Bill 
before  Parliament  prorogues. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Notice  of  motion  re- 
specting the  Bill  is  on  the  business-paper. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Will  the  measure  be  in- 
troduced? 
Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  hope  so. 
Mr.  THOMAS.— Is  tTie  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  prepared  to  pass,  be- 
fore Parliament  is  prorogued,  a  measure  re- 
gulating the  importation  of  patent  medi- 
cines ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  should 
be  glad  to  do  so,  though  I  am  afraid  that 
there  will  not  be  much  opportunity,  especi- 
ally if  we  are  to  close  the  session  before 
Easter. 

Mr.  HEDGES  asked  the  Attorney- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Has  the  Government  received  any  com* 
munication  protesting  against  tlie  publication  of, 
and  the  statements  contained  in,  Mr.  Beale's 
report  on  secret  drugs,  cures,  and  foods? 

3.  Is  the  Government  now  threatened  with 
legal  proceedings  for  publ ishing-statemeaks  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Beale'i  iW^KaNtPby  VjOOQIC 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are — 

1.  Yea. 

2.  Legal  proceediDgs  hare  been  noeotioned  in 
the  correspondence. 

ANNUAL  LEAVE  :  CUSTOMS 
DEPARTMENT. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Custcsns,  upon  notice — 

1.  With  reference  to  previous  question*' relat- 
ing to  the  Comptroller-Gcnerars  CircuUr  Order 
No.  88,  and  in  view  . of  the  action  of  other  De- 
partments in  this  matter>  is  he  aware  that 
officers  of  his  Department  have  been  deprived 
of  their  annual  leave  or  have  had  same  seriously 
curtailed  by  reason  of  the  operation  of  thu 
order  ? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  those  officers  who  have 
been  notified  of  curtailed  leave,  and  have  sig- 
nified as  intention  of  contesting  the  legality 
of  the  same  in  the  law  courts,  have  been  al- 
lowed the  sick  leave  claimed,  and  are,  appax- 
enlly,  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  order? 

3.  Will  he  consider  the  advisableness  of 
having  this  order  withdrawn  and  his  Depart- 
ment brought  into  line  with  other  Departments 
in  this  matter,  and  the  provisions  of  section  69, 
sub-section  (4),  of  the  Public  Service  Act  and 
Regulation  No.  82  cartied  out  in  their  entirety? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
answers  to  the  h(XK>rable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow  : — 

1.  I  find  that  the  order  in  question  has  af- 
fected forty-four  officers  out  of  a  total  of  1,143 
in  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Customs. 

2.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  action, 

3.  I  was  not  aware  that  the  order  in  qoestioB 
was  not  uniform  throughout  the  Service,  and 
propose  to  withdraw  it.  I  think  it,  however, 
proper  to  add  that  in  regard  to  recreation  and 
sick  leave,  the  most  generous  treatment  has  been 
extended  to  officers  in  the  Department  under 
my  control. 

SWEATING:  GENERAL  POST 
OFFICE,  SYDNEY. 

Mr.  CHANTER  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Whether  he  is  aware  that  several  postal 
officers  in  the  Sydney  office  are  still  being 
sweated,  being  called  upon  to  perform  their 
duties  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  daily? 

a.  If  so,  will  he  at  once  take  steps  to  pre- 
vent any  such  sweating  in  fhc  future? 

Xlr.  ^lAUGER.—The  foilowing  infor- 
mation has  been  furnished  by  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Sydney—^ 

I.  Nine  newspaper  sorters,  whose  hours  of  at- 
tendance arc  from  6  to  8.30  a.m.,  and  from 
2.30  to  8  p.m.,  have  latterly  been  detained  after 
8  p.m.  to  complete  work  on  some  evenings  till 
9,  and  others  till  9.30,  and  on  one  occasion  till 
9.45.  Sixteen  letter  sorters  with  hours  of  at- 
tendance from  6  to  8  a.m.,  and  2.30  to  8  p.m., 
were  on  one  occasion  detained  until  9.25  p.m., 
for  same  reason;  representations  were  made  by 


a  deputation  to  me  yesterday  regarding  news- 
paper sorting  after  8  p.m.,  and  are  being 
specially  inquired  into  with  a  view  to  provision 
being  made  tn  departmental  and  public  interests. 

a.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  reduce  the  in- 
conireniencei  of  broken  time  to  a  t"™"*""!  - 

NAVAL  AGREEMENT. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  upon  notice — 

1.  Has  be  received  any  further  correspon- 
dence, by  letter  or  cable,  from  the  Imperial 
Admiralty  autboiitief  —  subsequent  to  that 
quoted  by  him  in  his  speech  of  December — in 
regard  to  his  proposal  to  substitute  a  new  ar- 
rangement between  Aititralia  and  the  Mother 
Country  for  that  Which  is  embodied  in  the 
Naval  Agreement  Act  of  1903? 

2.  If  any  such  further  correspondence  has  been 
received,  will  he  let  the -House  have  the  benefit 
of  seeing  it  by  laying  it  upon  the  table? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  The  answers  to  the 
hixiorable  member's  questions  are — 

1.  Yes. 

2.  At  present  it  it  incomi4ete,  our  last  in- 
quiries not  having  been  as  yet  replied  to.  It 
is  undesirable  to  publish  it  until  some  definite 
advance  bas  been  made. 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  asked  the  Prime  Min-  j 
ister,  upon  notice — 

1.  Does  the  Government  intend  bringing  in 
a   Public  Service  Amending  Bill? 

2.  If  so,  when? 

3.  Will  the  recommendation  of  the'Comown- 
wealth  Public  Service  Commissioner  relating 
to  the  raising  of  the  maximum  of  the  fifth  class 
clerical  officer*  from  £i€t>  to  £fSo  be  givcK 
effect  to  therein? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answ-er  to  flie  hon- 
orable member's  question  is — 

A  Bill  is  in  draft,  and  when  submitted  to 
Cabinet  all  recopimeadations  of  the  Public  Set- 
vice  Commissioner  will  be  considered.  | 

PAPERS.      '  ' 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  Ubie  the 
following  paper — 

Postmaster-General's  Department. — Papers  io 
regard  to  the  promotion  of  Ernest  Arthur  Blak- 
ney  (Hobart,  Tasmania],  from  the  position  of 
Clerical  Assistant,  Class  5,  to  that  of  Clerk, 
Class  4,  Clerical  Division.  (Dated  loth  May, 
1907,  to  nth  February,  1908), 

The  Clebk  laid  upoa  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing paper — 

Public  Servants  over  Age  Limit  retired  or 
retained. — Return  to  an  Order  of  the  House, 

dated  tSth  Match,  1908. 

ADELAIDE  CUSTOMS  FRAUDS. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yesterday 
tlie  honwable  member  forHindmah^  as&ed 
a  question,  witlM'ttc^^^^W;  to 
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ootain  ccmtraventions  of  the  Customs  Act 
t^.  Messrs.  Harris,  Scarfe,  and  Company, 
of  Adelaide.  I  am  informed  that  the  eight 
contraventions  referred  to  are  not  part  of 
the  seventeen  charges  mentioned,  and  have 
DO  cOTinexion  whatever  with  tliem.  They 
were  merely  technical  contraventitms  of  the 
Act,  such  as  clerical  errOTs,  &c.  Contra- 
ventions of  this  kind  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  all  the  States,  and,  as  no  fraud  is 
imputed  in  such  instances,  they  are  dealt 
with  under  Part  XV.  of  the  Act,  and  a 
small  penalty  usually  imx>osed.  The  par- 
ticular e^t  instances  in  question  w«e 
quite  ordinary  instances  of  diis  kind,  and 
their  number  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
they  cover  a  period  of  about  fifteen  months, 
having  been  held  over  on  the  advice  of  the 
Ciown  SoUdtM. 

SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
Second'  Reading. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [2.38]. — Honorable  mem- 
bers are  doubtless  aware  that  the  Attorney- 
General  has  suffered  during  the  last  few 
days  from  a  rather  severe  throat  and  chest 
attack.  But  he  insisted  on  being  present 
to-day  to  move  the  second  reading  of  this 
measure.  Apparently  he  <^d  not  think 
that  the  Order  of  the  Day  would  be  reached 
80  soon,  and  allowed  fot  the  ordinary  in- 
terval for  the  answering  of  questions  with- 
out notice.  Not  having  prepared  myself 
with  the  data,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
make  any  further  remarks;  but  in  moving — 

That  this  BiU  be  now  read  a  second  time — • 

I  wish  to  intimate  that  my  colleague  will  be 
here  within  a  few  m<»nents. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — He  is  really  not  fit 
to  be  here. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  doubt  if  he  is;  but  at 
bis  own  desire  I  consulted  to  his  being  pre- 
sent to  move  the  second  reading,  and  make 
an  explanatory  statement. 

Mr,  Reid. — We  do  not  expect  him  to 
attend  if  he  is  not  well  enough. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— He  preferred  to  be 
here,  and  will  arrive  immediately.  If  any 
honorable  member  is  prepared  to  speak,  I 
shall  resume  my  seat,  and  the  Attorney- 
General  can  follow  him. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [2.40].— The 
^neral  feeling  in  this  House  on  the  pre- 
sent occasi(Hi  must  be  one  of  satisfaction 
because  of  the  opportunity  now  c^ered  to 
endeavour  to  settle  the  vexed  question  of 
the  ate  of  the  Federal  Capital.  At 
the   Dresent    time    I    do   not    wish  to 


enter    upon    any    inquiry    as    to  the 
causes  of  the  delay  which  has  occurred. 
But  1  think  I  represent  the  general  feeling 
in  New  South  Wales  upon  this  subject 
when  I  say  that  the  people  of  that  State 
are  strongly  dissatisfied  with  that  delay. 
So    long    ago.   as    1903  —  five  years 
since  —  the    Government    took    up  this 
question,   and  endeavoured  to  settle  it. 
More  than  two  years  ago— namely  on  the 
13th  December,   1905— Mr.  Isaacs,  then 
Attorney-General  of   Uie  Cbmmonwealth, 
stated  that  the  Government  int«ided  to  in- 
troduce a  BiU  to  determine  the  question, 
and_  to  carry  it  to  a  conclusion  during  that 
sessiMr.      From  that  time  to  this  no  such 
Bill  has  been  introduced,  and  no  effort  has 
been  made  to  settle  the  matter.     I  do  not 
wish  to  enlarge  upon  these  details,  because 
we  have  at  last  an  opportunity  to  endea- 
vour to  terminate  the  difficulty.  Honor- 
able members,  I  think,  will  not  feel  ag- 
grieved at  the  interest  shown  in  this  matter 
by  the  representatives  of  New  South  Wales. 
Honcffable  members  from  each  of  the  six 
States  have  never  been  blamed  for  exhibit- 
ing some  degree  of  leal  in  connexion  with 
matters  which,   although   Federal,  pecu- 
liarly affect  their  own  dtvisicms  of  the  Com- 
monwealth.    I  look  upon  any  criticism  of 
our  desire  to  press  this  matter  to  its  conclu- 
sion as  most  unfair.     I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  the  Government  have  chosen  the  best 
methpd  of  dealing  with  the  questicm,  but 
am  quite  prepared  to  accept  that  which 
they  have  chosen.     I  understand  from  the 
statement  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  that 
the  Government  propose  that  we  should  go 
into  Committee;  and  that  if  the  word 
"Dalgety"  is  removed  from  the  Bill  pro- 
gress should  be   reported,  and   that  the 
Government  should  then  subsnit  resolutions 
for  a  ballot.      The  effect  of  that  action 
would  not  be  to  exclude  Dalgety  or  any 
other  site  from  the  final  selection.  I 
assume  that  in  fairness    to    those  who 
advocate  the  seledtion  of  Dalgety  it  would 
not  be  considered  a  final  vote  with  regard 
to  that  site.     Dalgety  would  be  entitled 
with  other  sites  to  be  ccMisidered  in  any 
ballot  carried  out.     I  would  suggest  to 
the  Government  that  a    more  convenient 
course  would  be  to  test  tha  opinion  of  the 
House  upon  the  motion  for   the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill.    The  Bill  is  described 
as  being  one  "  to  determine  more  definitely 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety." 
If  a  majority  of  this  Ho^&  is  in  favou' 
of  retaining  the  WKJBdze'cfcPWgQ^lie  the 
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Hill,  that  majority  will  naturally  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  measure ;  but 
those  of  us  who  do  not  propose  to  vote  in 
that  way  would  be  placed  in  an  entirely 
false  position,  by  affirming  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  to  determine  more  definitely 
the  site  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety, 
and  then  proceeding  in  CcHnmittee  to  elimi- 
nate from  that  Bill  the  one  word  which  does 
more  definitely  determine  that  site. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber means  to  move  that  on  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  REID.— So  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment win  understand  that  in  so  voting  the 
jsual  interpretation  placed  upon  the'  throw- 
ing out  of  a  Government  measure  on  the 
motion  for  its  second  reading  will  not  be 
adopted  ;  but  that  the  vote  will  be  simply  re- 
garded as  the  most  convenient  way  of  test- 
ing this  matter.  It  is  idle  to  ask  an  hon- 
orable member  to  affirm  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill  to  more  definitely  determine  the 
Seat  of  Government  at  a  certain  place  if, 
when  the  Bill  is  taken  into  Committee,  his 
first  act  will  be  to  vote  for  the  elimination 
of  that  site  from  the  Eill.  The  more 
logical,  shortest,  and  most  effectual  way  of 
determining  this  question  will  be,  there- 
fore, to  decide  whether  things  shall  be 
left  as  they  are  on  the  motion  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time.  Those 
in  favour  of  the  proposition  naturally  and 
properly  will  vote  for  that  second  reading. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Why  not  allow  the 
Bill  to  stand,  and  create  a  blank  in  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  REID. — Unfortuna'tely,  in  this  case 
the  one  word  is,  so  to  speak,  the  Bill. 
What  I  am  going  to  suggest  is  that  if  we 
struck  out  that  word  we  should  leave  the 
Bill  in  skeleton  form  with  no  site  named 
in  ft,  because  we  could  not  deal  with  that 
matter  in  Committee.  It  would  have  to 
be  dealt  with  by  ballot  in  the  whole 
House. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  understand  the  Prime 
Minister  has  indicated  his  acceptance  of 
that  view. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  the  question 
shall  be  tested  on  the  second  reading? 

Mr.  REID.- -Yes;  I  think  that  would 
be  the  simplest  form  to  adopt.  I  wish 
in  advance  to  earn  the  gratitude  of  hon- 
orable members,  in  the  hope  that  I  may 
be  heard  for  a  moment  or  two,  by  en- 
deavouring to  deal  with  this  subject  as 
briefly  as  possible ;  because  I  think  thst 
it  would  be  a  pity  if  we  unnecessarily  pro- 
►racted  this  debate.     I  desire  to  remind 


honorable  members  of  the  agreement  arrived 

at  at  the  Premiers'  Conference,  which  met 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  r899.  As 
honorable  members  will  recollect,  after  the 
first  referendum  it  was  found  that  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  had  not  by 
the  requisite  majority  affirmed  Federati<Mi. 
I,  as  the  head  of  the  Government  of  New 
South  Wales  in  those  days,  suggested  a 
Conference  of  the  Premiers  of  the  six 
States.  That  Conference  was  held,  and 
I  submitted  to  it  a  number  of  points.  I 
think  'that  honorable  members  will  agree 
with  me  that  in  efl^ecting  the  abolition  fran 
the  Constitution  Bill  of  a  provision  which 
would  have  meant  that  at  a  joint  sifting 
of  both  Houses,  held  after  a  general 
electi<M>,  66  votes  out  of  the  total  of 
III  would  not  have  been  effectual  'to  carry 
any  proposition,  I  rendered  a  substantial 
service,  and  added  to  the  democratic  lines 
upon  which  the  CcmstitutiCMi  is  undoubtedly 
framed.  I  also  think  that  in  putting  a 
period  to  the  iron-bound  provision  in  the 
Braddon  clause  andther  substantial  service 
was  rendered  to  the  people  of  Australia, 
although  I  am  the  last  one  to  withhold 
from  the  States  a  proper,  if  more  elastic, 
form  of  protection  for  their  financial  in- 
terests. Well,  these  were  two  large  mat- 
ters, and  hortorable  members  may  consider 
this  a  small  matter.  -They  may  think  that 
the  attitude  which  I  XxxAi  up  in  claiming  the 
Federal  Capital  site  for  New  South  Wales 
was  a  narrow  one.  But  so  far  as  I  am 
concnned,  I  took  the  view,  in  the  interests 
of  the  Federation,  and  as  the  leader  in  tRat 
great  battle  before  the  second  referendum, 
(hat  with  these  three  alternatives  in  the  draft 
Constitution  I  could  look  forward  to  an 
assured  victory  for  the  cause,  whilst  in  the 
absence  of  any  one  of  them  I  could  not 
have  the  same  confidence.  I  based  this 
claim  to  the  Federal  Capital  Site  upon  a 
higher  ground  than  that.  Viewed  in  the 
light  of  the  interests  of  the  Australia  of  the 
future,  r  formed  the  opini(»i — to  which  I 
still  adhere — that,  in  the  inevitable  de- 
velopment of  our  national  greatness,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  ultimate  centre  of  the 
millions  who  will  inhabit  this  great  conti- 
nent will  be  somewhere  in  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Groom.- — As  a  matter  of  feet,  statis- 
ticians place  it  at  Armidale. 

Mr.  REID. — That  prediction  confirms 
my  contention  that  it  will  be  in  New  South 
Wales.  But  whether  tha*^^--ffUO''  ™*- 
honorable  memb^p<I^^f«elQ6^VhateTer 
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their  views  may  be — will  at  least  begin  with 
a  dispositicni  to  hcmour,  if  possiblei  the  terms 
of  the  arrangement  arrived  at.  I  shall  never 
forget  the  effect  which  the  right  hmiOTable 
member  for  Swan  .produced  upon  this 
House  by  the  earnest  and  eloquent  appeal 
which  he  made  for  an  honorable  observance 
of  that  which  was  never  reduced  to  the 
formal  binding  terms  of  a  written  agree- 
ment. He  appealed  to  us  not  cm  the  basis 
o£  an  agreement  expressed  in  plain  black 
and  white  and  signed  by  every  one  of  the 
Premiers  of  the  States,  but  on  the  faith  of 
that  which  he  regarded  as  amounting  to 
some  sort  of  an  honorable  understanding. 
He  will  remember  that  I  honestly  responded 
to  his  call.  From  the  first  time  that  he 
made  that  appeal  to  me  I  have  loyally 
striven  to  the  extent  of  my  pcnver  and  in- 
fluence to  give  effect  to  that  understanding. 
I  call  upon  him  to  act  in  the  same  honor- 
able spirit  towards  the  understanding  which 
he  signed  in  black  and  white  with  refereiKe 
to  New  South  Wales.  I  think  that  I  may 
fairly  make  that  appeal.  I  honoured  his 
appeal,  which  rested  upon  more  flimsy 
ground — which  was  not  set  forth  in  so  many 
words,  and  signed,  sealed  and  delivered — 
and  I  ask  him  in  the  light  of  his  own  signa- 
ture, and  honouring  his  own  agreement,  to 
remember  that  whilst  the  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence would  not  allow  the  Federal  Capital 
to  be  located  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Syd- 
ney, whilst  it  stipulated  that  it  must  be  at 
least  ICQ  miles  distant,  it.  expressly  agreed 
that  it  should  be  within  a  "  reasonable 
distance  "  of  that  city.  I  wish  at  once  10 
make  the  -  admission  that  I  do  not  expect 
the  House  to  carry  out  even  that  honorable 
and  well-expressed  agreement,  if,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  there  is  no  reasonable  site  with- 
in a  "reasonable  distance"  of  Sydney.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interpret  that  bond  as  we 
interpret  bcmds  between  men  of  business, 
if  there  be  no  site  which  can  reasonably  be 
regarded  as  a  proper  one  for  the  Federal 
Capital  within  the  ordinary  meaning  of  the 
language  within  a  ' '  reasonable  distance' ' 
c-f  Sydney.  I  am  not  here  to  say  that  the 
Federation  should  be  blind  to  the  future 
interests  of  the  people  of  Australia  to  the 
extent  of  selecting  an  unreasonable  and  un- 
suitable site  because  it  happois  to  be  with- 
in a  certain  degree  of  contiguity  to 
Sydney.  But  I  do  take  up  this  position : 
that  if  within  a  "reascxiable  distance" 
of  Sydney  there  is  stKh  a  site  available 
this  House — if  it  recognises  the  htmour 
which  springs  from  agreements  between 


representatives  of  great  communities — will 
honour  the  Premiers'  agreement.  It  is, 
I  think,  in  the  nature  of  an  agree- 
ment which  rises  to  the  highest  de- 
gree of  sanctity,  because  it  was  upon 
the  faith  of  that  agreement  that  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  were  asked  to 
cast  their  votes  in  favour  of  entering  this 
Federation.  It  is  quite  different  frcan  the 
ordinary  kind  of  agreement,  for  a  breach  of 
which  some  measure  of  damages  awarded 
by  a  Court  will  suffice.  This  is  not  that  sort 
of  agreement.  The  people  of  New  South 
Wales,  above  the  signatures  of  the  Pre- 
miers of  the  six  States,  were  told,  "  If  ^^ou 
join  this  Federatioi,  we  agree  and  promise, 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  our  respective 
communities,  to  do  this  thing." 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^And  did  not  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  the  right  honorable 
member  was  the  head  agree  to  adhere  to 
Dalgety  since  it  had  been  selected  by  this 
Parliament  ? 

Mr.  REID. — My  Govenunent  made  no 
such  agreement.  No  such  agreement  was 
ever  made.  Governments  cannot  write  out 
bargains  between  great  canmunities.  The 
bargain  resulting  from  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ference was  not  between  this  Government 
and  that — it  was  an  honorable  understand- 
ing between  the  great  bulk  of  the  commimi- 
ties  of  Australia.  If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  pardon  me  for  saying  so,  it  was 
possible  for  the  Parliaments  and  the  peo- 
ples of  those  States  to  have  raised  their 
voices  in  repudiition  of  that  agreement.  It 
was  published,  I  think,  in  the  early  days 
of  February,  1899 — about  the  xst  or  2nd 
February  of  that  year — and  the  vote  was 
not  taken  until  the  middle  of  1899.  All 
through  those  months  there  was  no  xcnsx 
raised  to  suggest  to  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  that  the  agreement  which  had 
been  entered  into  by  the  Premiers  of  the 
States  was  one  which  would  be  dishonoured 
by  any  single  State. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Very  few  people 
knew  anything  about  that  agreement. 

Mr.  REID. — Unfortunately  ignorance  is 
no  excuse  for  dishonesty.  Ignorance  can- 
not be  pleaded  against  a  solemn  agre^ent 
upon  the  faith  of  which  a  national 
\x)te  has  been  cast.  I  should  like 
the  honorable  member  for  a  moment  to 
give  the  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales  credit  for  one  shred  of  the  patriotic 
zeat  which  he  and  his  friends  froni  South 
Australia  always  d^t^vK»(it@^figBts  of 
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that  State  down  to  the  smallest  and  most 
insignificant. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Would  the  right  h<xior- 
able  memb«'  have  agreed  to  the  zoo  miles 
limit  in  the  absence  of  the  other  proviso? 

Mr.  REID. — Of  course  not..  It  was  a  part 
of  that  proviso.  I  felt  that  the  proposition 
made  to  me  by  Sir  George  Turner  was  a 
reasonable  aas.  Sinxx  1  was  barring  all 
Victoria,  and  all  the  other  States,  I  felt  it 
was  quite  reasonable  for  him  to  say  to  me, 
"  Well,  Mr.  Reid,  I  will  bar  Sydney,  and 
the  territory  within  loo  miles  of  it."  I 
consented  to  that  arrangement.  But  there 
was  added  to  that  provision  another  pro- 
vision, namely,  that,  although  the  Federal 
Capital  was  to  be  at  least  lOo  miles  dis- 
tant from  Sydney,  it.  was  to  be  within  a 
"reasonable  distance"  of  that  city,  not 
recognising  Sydney  merely,  but  lodcing 
upon  it  as  a  pivot  around  which  most  of 
the  interests  of  New  South  Wales  revolve. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvinz.— How  did  that  pro- 
viso become  eliminated  from  the  draft 
Constitution  ?  ■ 

Mr.  REID. — I  suppose  that  I  was  guilty 
of  this  unfortunate  weakness — that  I  looked 
upon  this  -agreement  signed  by  the  six  Pre- 
miers as  quite  good  enough  for  me  I  did 
not  act  in  the  spirit  of  the  man  who  is  deal- 
ing with  hucksters  in  trade.  The  part  of 
the  bargain  which  I  put  in  the  Ccmstitu- 
tioh  was  that  to  which  Sir  George  Turner 
attached  so  much  importance.  In  the  light 
of  events,  which  I  did  not  foresee — and  I 
am  obliged  to  my  honorable  and  learned 
friend  for  his  reminder— it  would  have 
been  wise  if  I  had  realized  that  the  most 
solemn  agreement  does  not  always  binfd 
unless  every  term  of  the  agreemeiH  is  ex- 
pressed. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  was  only  by  in- 
advertence it  was  left  out? 

Mr.  REID. — Sheer  inadvertence.  I  can 
assure  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders 
that  the  reason  this  was  not  placed  in  the 
CfKistitution  was  that  I  wfis  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  writtoi  undertaking  on  the 
part  of  the  Premiers  of  the  six  States. 
For  months  it  was  open  to  the  States  Par- 
liaments "to  repudiate  the  undertaking ;  but 
the  whole  question  went  to  the  electors  on 
that  basis,  and,  in  the  light  of  events,  I 
regret  I  did  not  place  the  words  in  the 
Craisti^utbn. 

Mi".  Sampson. — Did  the  amendment  go 
to  the  electors  in  the  section  as  it  stands 
in  the  Constituticwi  ? 


Mr.  REID. — ^Although  it  may  take 
up  time,  I  should  like  to  mAe  the 
matter  a  little  clearer.  The  whole  at 
this  qoestim  was  threshed  out  in  the  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales  before  the 
Conference  of  Premiers.  I  must  remind 
honorable  members  that  this  was  not  an 
ordinary  Conference  of  Premiers.  Before 
I  asked  the  Premiers  to  meet  me,  all  these 
points  were,  as  I  say,  threshed  out  in  the 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales,  and  these 
terms  about  the  Capital  Site  were  a  part, 
of  the  arrangement  which  I  sulmiitted  to 
the  assembled  Premiers.  If  honorable 
mwnbers  will  not  regard  this  minute  signed 
by  the  Premiers  as  a  proper  guide  for  in- 
terpreting the  section,  in  order  to  get  the 
spirit  of  the  section,  they  are  taking  a 
course  which  I  did  not  expect.  I  expect 
an  honorable  spirit  on  the  part  of  hon* 
orable  members.  I  know  it  is  open  to 
them  to  take  points,  and  say,  "  It  was 
not  in  the  bond,  and,  since  that  be  so, 
what  do  we  care  for  any  understanding  at 
which  the  Premiers  arrived  ?"  But  is 
there  a  man  in  New  South  Wales,  Vic- 
toria, or  any  of  Ibe  other  States,  who  would 
have  changed  his  vote  because  that  arrange- 
ment had  been  arrived  at?  Who  will  say- 
that  any  of  the  people  of  Victoria  would 
have  reversed  their  vote  for  FederaticHi  be- 
cause of  the  Premiers'  minute? 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  the  right  honor- 
able member  think  it  was  fair  to  put  the 
clause  to  the  people  without  the  minute  of 
the  Premiers? 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  desire  to  enter 
further  into  this  matter.  There  are  two 
ways  of  looking  at  the  question.  If  if 
is  to  be  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  proof,  as 
;n  a  Police  Court,  or  any  other  kiwd  of 
Court,  there  are,  I  admit,  a  number  of  loop- 
holes by  which  the  h(xiorable  understaiKl- 
ing  can  be  escaped.  But  if  the  spirit  of 
agreements  or  understandings  arrived  at 
from  time  to  time  between  great  communi- 
ties, represented  by  their  trusted  leaders, 
are  to  be  interpreted  in  this  way,  there  will 
be  an  end  to  inteniational  communication  or 
agreement  of  any  sort.  What  Act  of  Par- 
liament records  the  solemn  obligations  into 
which  representatives  of  great  nadons 
enter  at  Conferences  of  the  kind?  WhaA 
Aa  of  Parliament  guarantees  riie  honour 
of  a  great  nation  for  the  full  performance 
of  its  treaty  obligatims  ?  The  fact  is, 
that  this  was  an  understanding  expressed 
in  black  and  white,  and  signed.  Those 
who  choose  to  repudiate  that  understanding 
are  perfectly  at  ^gMyby*G<feO§lfe«»<»« 
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there  can  be  no  suit  for  braadi  of  agree- 
ment, or  for  penalties.  All  that  will  re- 
main to  the  people  of  New  South  Wale» 
^'M  be  the  feeling  that  on  an  understanding, 
which  was  zn  anxious  and  important  one 
to  them,  and  on  the  faith  of  which  they 
joined  Federation,  the  Commopmealth  hais 
not  acted  in  thak  bcuwrable  spirit  iirw^ich 
it  acted  to  the  ri^^t  h<XH»able  member  for 
Swan  in  cmuiexion  with  another  ques- 
ti(Mi  not  expressed  in  the  terms  of  a 
written  agreement.  Where  is  the  provision 
in  the  Constitution  that  there  shall  be  a 
railway  established  between  this  side  of 
the  continent  and  Western  Australia?  We 
did  not  ask  the  right  hcoiorable  member  for 
Swan  to  prove  his  case  as  if  in  a  Police 
Oxirt ;  indeed,  I  think  we  went,  perhaps, 
further  than  the  strict  rule  required. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  not  main  this  a 
personal  matter;  I  am  advocating  the  in- 
terests of  Australia,  and  of  my  own  State. 

Mr.  REID. — ^Then  I  desire  the  right 
honorable  member  to  begin  by  advocating 
those  interests  within  the  limits  of  the 
agreement. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  right  horrorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  has  taken  a  very  defi- 
nite and  straightforward  action  in  regard  to 
the  railway,  but  bis  followers  have  not 
shared  his  views, 

Mr.  REID. — Honorable  members  are  in 
such  a  strong  positi(xi  that  they  might 
fairly  say,  "  Wei!,  if  you  had  any  such 
understanding,  it  was  due  to  the  public 
thatr  in  the  report  of  your,  deliberations,  it 
should  be  set  out  in  black  and  white."  But 
this  was  no  secret,  nebulous  understanding. 
It  was  put  in  black  and  white,  signed  by 
each  of  tlie  Premiers,  and  published 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Aus- 
tralia. As  I  say,  I  do  not  desire  to  labour 
this  point  too  much.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers will  not  act  on  the  understanding, 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  to  ccmpel  them 
to  do  so.  I  can  cmlv  appeal  to  their  sense 
of  what  i&  fair  and  right;  and  I  now  dis- 
miss altogether  that  part  of  the  question. 
As  I  say,  honorable  members  are  entitled, 
in  spite  of  this  provision  in  the  agreement, 
to  have  some  site  suggested  to  them  which 
is  a  reasonable  and  sufficient  site  for  the 
purpose.  I  do  not  contest  that  view  for  a 
moment ;  but  it  is  always  subject  to  the 
fact  that  the  reascmable  site  must  be  a 
reasonable  distance  frwn  Sydney,  smd  that, 
if  there  is  no  reasonable  site  within  that 
distance,  Parliament  must  do  the  best  it 
can.  Now,  I  std>mit  that  there  are  at  least 
two  magnificent  itites  within  a  reastxiable 


distance  of  Sydney,  one  of  which  is  Lynd- 
hurst. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  best  of  all  I 
Mr.  REID. — Well,  Lyndhurst,  as  honor- 
able members  know,  stood  absolutely  at  the 
top  in  three  of  the  ballots  which  were 
taken — it  may  have  been  in  five  out  of  six 
ballots— and  being  a  little  imder,  I  think, 
Bombala,  or  Tumut,  it  had  a  commanding 
position  until  thevery  last.  Since  then  another 
site  has  been  brought  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament,  and  that  is  also  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  Sydney.  When  I  use  the 
term  "  Sydney,"  it  is  only  with  reference 
to  the  State  of  New  South  Wales.  Some 
pivotal  point  has  to  be  mentioned ;  and  in 
this  connexicMi,  "  Sydney  *'  merely  repre- 
sents the  whole  of  the  interests  of  the  whole 
of  New  South  Wales.  The  site  I  refer  to 
is  Canberra,  which  was  not  in  the  list  of 
those  submitted  at  the  first  ballots.  That 
fact,  in  itself,  is  nc^,  of  coursCf  a  disadvan- 
tage, because  we  must  remember  that  Dal- 
gety,  which  now  stands  in  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill,  did  not  Jeceive  a  single  vote 
on  the  first  ballot.  It  is  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  that,  from  the  sixty  or  seventy 
honorable  members  assembled,  Dalgety,  out 
of  the  six  sites  submitted,  did  not  receive 
one  vote.  Dalgety  did  not  even  get  the 
vote  of  the  honorable  member  for  Eden- 
Monaro. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — The  right  hon- 
orable member  knows  very  well  the  reason 
Dalgety  did  not  get  my  vote ! 

Mr.  REID. — It  was  because  the  honor- 
able member  could  not  give  two  \-otes  at 
one  time. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Because  we 
made  up  our  minds  to  go  for  Bombala,  as 
being  in  the  district. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  blame  the  honor- 
able member  for  that,  though  it  does  not 
alter  the  facts.  All  I  say  is  that  Dalgety 
did  not  find  a  place  among  the  six  or  eight 
sites  in  the  first  ballot. 

Mr.  Poynton. — Yet,  when  it  was  se* 
lected,  the  right  honorable  member  asked 
us  to  stand  by  the  selecticxi. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^And  pledged 
himself  to  do  so. 

Mr.  REID. — My  super-angelic  friend, 
the  member  for  Grey,  has  at  times 
been  confronted  with  the  choice  be- 
tween two  undesirable  alternatives,  and 
has  then  undoubtedly  exercised  his 
common  sense  by  selecting  the  less  ob- 
jectionable one.  I  then  stuck  to  Dalgety 
like  wax,  because  if  I  lpt*it  cb^I  shmild 
have  got  sometfifii^g«d*t*siP*^3lfrnlst  in 
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ofBce,  I  was  bound  to  stand  by  Dalgety  so 

long  as  it  represented  the  deliberate  will  of 
the  L^slature.  But  can  it  be  said  that 
I,  or  any  other  honOTable  member  whose 
first  choice  Dalgety  was  not,  am  bound  by 
the  selection  of  Dalgety  if  an  opportunity 
is  given  for  making  a  better  choice?  A 
person  who  chooses  one  of  two  evils  is  not 
thereby  debarred  from  choosing  good  when 
the  opportunity  arrives.  That  is  my 
answer  to  my  honorable  friend.  I  con- 
sider Lyndhurst  a  magnificent  site.  It 
was  my  first  choice,  and  would  be  so  again 
to-day  had  I  not  reason  to  believe  that  Can- 
berra' will  be  given  much  more  support. 

Mr.  Cabr. — Why  not  give  Lyncftiurst  a 
chance  ? 

Mr..REID.— I  should  be  glad  to  do  so  if 
I  thought  there  was  any  possibility  of  Lynd- 
hurst being  chosen.  If  I  see  no  prospect 
of  that,  I  must,  in  the  exercise  of  my  intel- 
ligence, vote  for  the  next  best  site.  In  my 
opinion,  on  this  occasion  Lyndhurst  will 
not  occupy  as  strong  a  position  as  it  did 
formerly. 

Mr.  Frazer. — On  the  day  on  which  we 
visited  Lyndhurst,  there  was  a  duststorm 
which  could  beat  any  that  occur  at  Kal- 
goorlie. 

Mr.  RE  ID.— Accidents  like  that  are  a 
source  of  satisfacticm  to  thirsty  travellers. 
I  was  in  Kalgoorlie  when,  for  nearly  eight 
days,  the  thermwneter  never  went  below 
about  150  degrees,  although  the  moment 
the  Federal  politicians  left,  the  temperature 
fell  about  50  degrees.  I  have  no  preju- 
dice against  Kalgoorlie  on  that  account. 

Mr.  Fkazer.— The  honorable  gentleman 
would  not  Tegard  it  as  a  suitable  site  for 
the  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  REID. — ^Although  the  weather  dur- 
ing my  stay  was  not  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired, I  should  say  that  Kalgoorlie  must 
be  one  of  the  finest  places  in  Australia  to 
live  in — if  you  have  a  thirst-  I  look  upon 
Canberra  as  the  site  likely  to  be  more  ac- 
ceptable than  Lyndhurst  to  honorable  mem- 
bers generally,  and  it  is  therefore  important 
to  consider  its  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages. Had  its  merits  been  discussed  pricx* 
to  the  first  ballot,  I  should  not  now 
occupy  time  in  detailing  them.  But,  whilst 
the  good  points  of  Dalgety,  Bombala, 
LxTidhurst,  and  a  number  of  other  sites 
have  been  exhaustively  reviewed  more  than 
once  in  previous  Parliaments,  those  of 
Canberra  have  not  yet,  I  think,  been  dis- 
cussed, and  therefore  I  propose  to  advance 
a  few  reasons  why  this  site  might  well 
be  chosen  in  honorable  fulfihnent  of  the 


agreement  amongst  the  Premiers,  as  being 
within  a  reasonable  di^ance  of  Sydney. 
I  do  not  wish  to  express  zny  opinions  of 

my  own ;  I  prefer  to  give  the  House  the! 
benefit  of  those  of  the  Engineer-in-Chief  of 
Public  Works  for  New  South  Wales,  an 
eminent  officer  who  visited  the  site,  ajnd 
devoted  his  professional  talents  to  drawing 
up  a  report  upon  it.  As  this  report  is  in 
the  hands  of  honorable  members,  I  do  not 
propose  to  occupy  time  with  lengthy  quo- 
tations from  it,  thoueh  I  may  be  allowed 
to  pick  odt  one  or  two  reccKnmendations  of 
Canberra  which  it  contains. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Was  the  report  based  on 
that  of  Mr.  Scrivener? 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  the  report  of  Mr. 
Wade,  who  visited  'the  locality,  and  saw 
it  for  himself,  besides  having  the  informa- 
tion collected  by  other  <^ceTS. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  was  backed  up  by  • 
Mr.  Lloyd's  report. 

Mr.  REID. — Several  other  ofllcers  visited 
Canberra,  and  Mr.  Wade  personally 
checked  thear  reports. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Mr.  Scrivener  was  sent 
there  bv  the  ComnuHiwealth. 

Mr.  REID.— That  may  be;  I  have  not 
his  report  by  me.  Beauty  is  one  of  the 
considerations  to  which  we  must  pav  heed 
in  choosing  a  site,  and  Mr.  Wade  says  of 
C.'inberra — 

In  general  suitability  for  the  purposes  of  a 
Federal  Capital  CiW  Site,  Canberra  compares 
most  favorably  witb  any  site  yet  suggested. 
The  extent  of  gently  undulating  country  suitable 
for  building  exceeds  that  of  any  of  those  other 
sites,  while  the  low  hills  generallv  surrounding 
the  city  area,  with  the  foot  hills  in  the  middle 
distance  to  the  south,  and  the  high  peaks  again 
in  the  far  distance  forming  the  mountains  of 
the  southern  watershed  of  the  Murrumbtdgee, 
give  it  an  attraction  as  regards  scenery  un- 
surpassed by  the  others  suggested. 

Of  course,  this  is  only  Mr.  Wade's 
opinion,  which  I  do  not  wish  to  fcwce  on 
the  House  as  the  final  word  on  the  mat- 
ter ;  I  merely  submit  it  as  the  opinicn 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  in  the  State.  The 
existence  of  a  water  supply  is  another  great 
C(»isideTation.  Mr.  Wade  recc^ises  it  as 
of  paramount  importance  axid  says  that — 
The  Cotter  River  is  the  most  suitable  source 
for  a  water  supply.  lu  catchment  consists 
wholly  of  uninhaoited  mountain  country. 

If  there  is  one  thing  eminently  desirable 
in  coraiexion  with  a  water  supply  it  is 
that  tha  catchment  area  shall  be  moimtain- 
ous  and  uninhabited.  Jlr.  Wade  says  that 
the  boimdaries  rise  to  "  elevated  peaks 
many  thousands  of  feet  iniieight,  which  are 
snow-clad  during  Hbe^wuttQcmiBS^I?  Thus 
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there  is  snow  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tHe 
proposed  site^  which,  therefore,  possesses 
one  of  the  crowning  dianns  of  Dalgety. 
He  continues — 

The  water  Tunning  off  is  soft,  and  nearly 
always  sufficiently  clear  for  human  consumptioo 
without  filtration ;  when  slight  turbidity  does 
arise  after  heavy  rainfafl,  the  sedimentatioD 
resulting  from  the  passage  through  a  storage  re- 
servoir is  all  that  wilt  be  required.  The  investi- 
gation as  regards  levels  so  far  undertaken  has 
been  of  a  preliminary  nature  by  means  of 
aneroid;  these  levels  that  a  gravitation 

scheme  can  be  obtained  to  command  the  whole 
city  area,  with  an  ample  head  for  fire  and 
other  purposes. 

A  gravitation  water  supply  is  the  ideal  one. 
Many  difficulties  may  be  overctnae  by  pump- 
ii^,  but  the  advantages  of  gravitation  are 
unquestionable.    The  report  continues — 

The  available  gathering  ground  above  the 
elevation  necessary  for  gravitation,  and  a  suit- 
able site  for  storage,  is  no  square  miles.  This 
area,  I  consider,  if  utilized  to  its  fullest  capa* 
city  is  capable  of  affording  a  supply  to  a  city 
of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  inhabitants. 

In  additicwi,  there  is  within  36  miles  the 
gigantic  work  now  under  construction  at 
Barren  Jack,  which  will  impound  a  volume 
of  water  estimated  to  be  larger  than  that 
in  Sydney  Harbor,  affording  one  of  the 
greate&t  wat»  supplies  in  the  world.  Not 
only  is  there  a  gravitation  water  supply 
sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  a  city  of 
250,000  inhabitants,  which  points  to  a  dis- 
tant time,  but  there  is  also  behind  it  the 
gigantic  Barren  Jack  reservoir,  which  will 
he  ow»  of  the  greatest  artificial  water  re- 
serves in  the  world,  and  will  also  provide 
power  for  the  generating  of  electricity. 

Mr.  Cass. — Will  water  be  brought  from 
Barren  Jack  to  Canberra  by  gravitation? 

Mr.  Watson. — -No. 

Mr.  REID,— The  Barren  Jack  water  is 
not  needed ;  but  the  artificial  lake  there 
will  be  One  of  the  grandest  water  spares  in 
the  interior  of  Australia,  and  within  a  rea- 
smable  holiday  excursion  distance. 

Mr,  FosTES. — To  what  height  would  the 
water  have  to  be  pumped  to  convey  it  from 
Barren  Jack  to  Canberra? 

Mr.  REID. — If  I  could  give  the  honor- 
able member  the  information  T  would,  but 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  facts  with  which 
I  am  not  familiar,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  regard  Barren  Jack  as  a  source  of  water 
supply. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  not  a  suitable  water 
supply,  but  it  will  serve  to  generate  power. 

Mr,  REID. — The  water  impounded  at 
Barren  Jack  will  not  be  needed  for  the 
Federal  Capital,  but  it  will  be  there  in 


case  of  emergencies.  Mr.  Wade  suggests 
that — 

The  magnificent  inland  lake  resulting  from  the 
construction  of  this  reservoir  will  afford,  within 
reasonable  distance  from  the  City,  a  pleasure 
resort  where  boating,  yachting,  Ac,  can  be  inr 
dulged  m,  almost  as  in  Sydney  Harborj  and 
will  also  afford  an  easy  means  of  access  to  the 
feeder  streams,  which  are  at  the  present  time 
amply  stocked  with  trout. 

Thus  the  water  spaces  of  this  district  share 
the  surpassing  charms  of  Dalgety.  Honor- 
able roenAers  will  be  able  to  enjoy  their 
fishing  expeditions,    Mr.  Wade  continues— 

Facilities  exist  for  the  construction  of  a  weir 
across  the  Murrumbidgee,  immediately  below 
the  junction  of  the  Molooglo  River;  the  water 
held  back  would  form  ao  artificial  lake  within 
9  miles  of  the  City. 

So  that  within  nine  miles  of  the  site  there 
are  facilities  for  a  magnificent  artificial 
lake — 

Some  of  the  high  peaks  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  watershed  of  the  Murrumbidgee,  allhoueh 
falling  short  of  the  height  of  Kosciusko,  will 
give  opportunities  for  mountaineering  and  change 
to  high  altitudes  within  practically  similar  dis* 
tances  of  Kosciusko  to  Dalgety. 

The  queAion  of  railway  communication  is 
also  very  Important.  There  is  railwav 
communication  alreadv  within  a  mile  or 
two  of  this  spot,  and  by  the  construction 
nf_  a  shwt  line  from  the  main  southern 
railway  it  is  possible  to  connect  the  site 
with  the  whole  railwav  system  of  New 
South  Wales.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  i:, 
already  connected  by  rail  with  everv  part 
of  the  railway  area  of  Australia,  t  shall 
ndt  deal  with  other  matters  affecting  the 
site.  I  have  pointed  out  that  it  is  within 
r^ch  of  lofty  eminences;  that  it  is  beau- 
tiful in  the  matter  of  scenery ;  that  ft  is 
within  reach  of  loftv  mountains;  that  it 
has  a  magnificent  water  supply ;  and  the 
most  excellent  building  materials.  In  my 
view  it  answers  everv  requiremen'i  which 
could  be  sought  for  in  connexion  with  the 
Federal  Capital.  I  want  to  leave  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  without  endeavour- 
in/;  to  disparage  in  anv  way  any  of  the 
other  proposed  sites.  '  X  am  not  going 
Vo  disparage  Dalgetv  because  I  am  advo- 
cating the  claims  of  Ca^iberra;  I  do  not 
wish  to  gain  any  support  bv  disparaging 
that  site.  I  simply  urge  that  in  Canberra 
we  have  a  beautiful  site  for  the  Capital, 
the  selection  of  which  would  inci- 
dentally satisfy,  in  the  most  honorable 
way,  the  expectations  of  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  founded  upon  the  agree- 
ment to  which  I  D^fl^b5<©©©glThere 
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are  one  or  two  other  consideraticHis  of  a 
general  character  which  do  not  concern  the 
merits  of  a  particular  site.  It  has  been 
said  in  scxne  quarters  that  it  would  a 
mlstaice  to  Ixiild  a  Federal  Capital ;  that 
the  Seat  of  Government  should  remain  in 
Melbourne,  or  should  alternate  between 
Melbourne  and  Sydney.  I  do  not  believe 
the  Federal  Parliamerh  will  ever  breathe 
a  Federal  atmosjAere  in  any  great  city  of 
Australia.  At  one  moment  Victorians  are 
attacked  here  for  their  provincialism,  and 
in  the  next,  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales  are  aftacked  in  the  '  same  way. 
Then,  again,  the  Tasmanians,  the  South 
Australians,  and  the  Queenslanders  are 
fixHU  time  to  time  diarged  with  provincial- 
ism. But  the  greatest  of  all  pro- 
vincialism in  Australia  comes  out  of 
the  newbpaper  oflices.  Whilst  it  sits  in 
Melbourne — and  probably  it  would  be  the 
same  if  we  sat  in  Sydney — this  Parliament 
is  every  day  upder  z.  sort  of  bombardment 
which  doe^  not  represent  a  truly  Australian 
sentiment,  nor  breathe  the  true  Federal 
spirit,  but  which  gives  rise  to  fresh  issues 
of  discontentment  and  separation  between 
the  representatives  of  the  difFeroit  States. 

Mr.  Mi:WiLLXAMS. — Shall  we  escape 
that  evil  by  establishing  a  Federal  Capital  ? 

Mr  REID.— I  think  so,  end  we  shall 
also  be  able  to  improve  the  conditions  under 
which  the  Federal  Parliament  meets.  I 
do  not  shrink  frmn  the  neighix>urhood  of 
organs  of  public  opinion.  The  news- 
papers of  Australia,  if  thev  Ute,  can  have 
their  representatives  by  the  thousand  at 
the  Federal  Capital.  One  of  the  advan- 
tages of  a  country,  capital,  so  far  as  we 
are  personally  concerned,  will  be  that  we 
shall  be  more  under  the  glare  of  public 
observation  in  such  a  place  than  we  are  in 
any  of  our  great  cities.  Let  every  organ  of 
public  opinion  in  Australia  send  its  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Federal  Capital ;  but  my 
experience  is  that  it  is  only  in  a  Federal 
Capital  that  we  can  hope  to  secure  the 
development  of  a  truly  national  spirit.  It 
seems  to  be  an  economic  arrangement  to 
meet  in  this  magnificent  building,  which 
cost  Victoria  a  million  sterling ;  but  is  it 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  Federal 
Parliament  that  it  should  be  a  non-paving 
guest  of  one  of  the  States  ?  That  has  been 
our  position  for  the  last  seven  years. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — ^Victoria  does  not 
io  regard  it. 

Mr.  REID.— That  may  be;  but  we  are 
the  people  who  are  getting  free  lodgings. 


and  we  should  have  some  generous  feeling 
about  the  matter. 

Mr.  Sampson.— I  have  not  heard  any 
expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  Vic- 
toria  in  the  direction  mentioned  by  the  right 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  REID. — I  admit  that,  but  when  we 
are  in  the  house  of  the  most  hospitable  en- 
tertainer, there  is  sometimes  the  considera- 
tion that  we  should  not  intrude  too  long 
upon  his  liospitality — that  we  ought  to 
have  a  house  of  our  own.  Surely  this  Par- 
liament should  have  a  house  of  its  own.  It 
is  the  design  of  the  Constitutiort,  at  any 
rate,  that  we  should,  and,  if  we  do  not 
respect  the  idea,,  let  us  at  least  respect  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  which  makes  a 
Federal  Capital,  and  a  Federal  Parliament 
sitting  in  its  own  house,  an  integral  part 
of  the  Federation.  As  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  another  State,  1  wish  to  acknow- 
ledge in  the  strongest  terms  the  unselfish 
liberality  extended  to  this  Parliament  by 
the  Government  and  people  of,  Victoria.  It 
was  no  light  matter  for  the  State  Parlia- 
ment to  leave  this  magnificent  edifice,  and 
to  take  up  temporary  quarters  at  the  Exhi- 
bition Building,  in  order  that  we  might 
be  accommodated  with  the  greatest  ccmfort 
and  convenience.  It  is  only  right  that 
we  should  be  deeply  grateful  to  the 
members  of  the  Parliament  of  the 
State  of  Victoria;  but  the  time  has 
come  when  we  should  cease  to  be  the 
guests  of  any  one  State.  The  time 
has  come  when  we  should  set  up  our  own 
house.  One  objection  raised  against  our 
doing  so  is  that  it  would  be  very  expensive. 
The  establishment  of  a  capital  in  a  crowded 
city  would  be  infinitelv  more  expensive  than 
would  be  its  establishment  in  the  country. 
If  we  choose  to  set  about  the  founding  of 
the  Capital  in  an  extravagant  way,  we  may 
do  a  gross  injustice  to  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia ;  but  surely  we  shall  not  take  it  for 
granted  that  we  are  going  to  so  disregard 
our  duty?  Surely  we  are  not  going  to 
erect  palatial  edifices  for  the  (kivemor- 
General,  the  Parliament,  and  our  officers  In 
the  early  days  of  our  existence?  Surely 
we  can  emulate  the  majestic  simplicitv  of 
the  early  Anierican  patriots?  For  some 
time  they  had  no  magnificent  edific«.  As 
the  Federation  grew  in  majesty,  strength, 
and  wealth  such  appurtenances  grew  with 
it ;  but  the  idea  of  establishing  an  expen- 
si\-e  series  of  buildings  at  the  Federal 
Capital  has  been  invented  in  order  to  dis- 
parage us  and  to  disparage,  our  dtity  in  re- 
spect of  this  matH^szed  byCiOOgle 
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Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Has  not  America 
expended  over  j£8,ooo,ooo  on  her  build- 
ings? 

Mr.  REID. — She  may  have  spent 
$8,000,000,  but  the  suggestion  that  she  has 
spoit  ^8,000,000  upoi  them  makes  <»ie 
Kisp.  If  I  thou^t  that  the  Federal 
Capital  would  cost  us  ;£8,ooo,ooo  within 
the  next  ten  years  I  should  be  the  first  to 
vote  against  it.  I  trust,  however,  that  we 
have  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — How  could  we  put 
a  stop  to  the  expenditure  once  we  00m- 
jnaiced? 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  the  presence  in  the 
House  of  men  of  the  brainy  intelligence  of 
the  honorable  member  and  others  would  be 
sufficient  io  prevent  anything  of  the  kind. 
I  look  forward  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Federal  Capital  having  no  element  of 
eartravagance  omnected  with  it.  The  ex- 
travagacKe  of  a  building  is  not  in  the 
comfort  or  the  accommodation  which  it 
affords ;  it  relates  to  oittside  show.  '  A  most 
comfortable  and  convenient!  building  can 
be  erected  at  modsate  cost  on  a  plan  whidi 
provides  for  internal  details.  Does  my 
bmorable  friend  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  ever  dream  in  connexion  with  that 
magni&cent  site  of  his — which  is  waiting  so 
impatiently  fcff  the  glories  of  the  future — ■ 
of  squandering  millions  on  the  banks  of  the 
Snowy  River?  I  am  sure  that  he  would 
be  the  first  to  vote  against  any  sudi  ex- 
travagance,  even  if  it  were  designed  to 
glwify  his  own  electorate.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  honorable  member  has  any  idea 
^of.  squandering  the  public  money  in  the, 
erection  of  mj^ificent  exteriors,  which  may 
well  wait  until  the  strength  and  wealth  of 
this  country  will  honestly  permit  of  them. 
Therefore,  in  suppcNrting  the  establishment 
of  the  Federal  Capital  I  emphatically  re- 
pudiate any  suggestion  of  extravagance, 
The  question  of  access  to  the  sea  has  also 
been  discussed.  Seme  say,  "You  want  a 
site  like  Dalgety  because  it  is  safe  from 
attack  from  the  sea."  Others  again  say, 
*'  You  want  access  to  the  sea."  Do  not  let 
us  forget  that  access  to  the  sea  implies 
access  from  the  sea.  I  admit  that  Dalgety 
Is  an  absolutely  safe  site  for  the  Capital  so 
far  as  that  consideration  is.  amcerned ;  but 
I  claim  the  same  merit  for  Canberra.  It 
occupies  an  equally  safe  positi(»i.  X  think 
I  am  not  wrong  in  saying  that  it  is  as  near 
the  sea  as  is  Dalgety. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  nearer—and  nearer  a 
t)ett«  harbor  than  is  Twofold  Bay. 


Mr.  Watson. — It  is  nearer  by  rail, 
roughly  speaking,  but  not  as  the  crow  flies. 

Mr.  REID. — And  there  is  certainly  no 
great  gap  between  Canberra  and  the  sea. 

Mr.  Watson. — No. 

Mr.  REID. — In  that  respect  the  two  sites 
are  practically  equal.  In  Jervis  Bay,  which 
would  be  the  pOTt  of  Canberra,  we  should 
have  <Mie  of  the  finest  natural  harbors  in 
the  world.  It  is  a  harbor  whu^ 
encloses  water  —  not  a  harbor  which  ex- 
tends its  wide  embrace  to  the  waters  of 
the  Pacific.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
spending  some  time  at  Eden,  on  Twofold 
Bay,  where  there  is  a  magnificent  sheet  of 
water.  But  the  great  drawback  of  the  Bay 
is  that  it  is  magnificently  open  to  ttK 
Pacific.  Those  who  have  been  there  know 
that  the  wharf,  which  is  in  the  most  suit- 
able place,  is  so  small  that  steamers  cannot 
be  brought  right  alongside.  I  went  there 
by  the  Wakitipu^  and  that  was  my  expwi- 
ence.  Fart  of  such  vessels  extend  beycHid 
the  wharf,  which  will  accommodate  only 
om  vessel  cm  each  side.  I  should,  in  fair- 
ness, state  that  there  is  very  little  traflSc 
there  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  suggest 
that  if  trafiic  increased  human  enterprise 
would  not  provide  better  accommodation, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  unfairly  stat- 
ing the  position  w4ien  I  say  that  the  great 
drawback  to  Twofold  Bay  is  that  there  is 
an  enormous  expanse  of  water  between  the 
two  headlands.  On  the  other  hand,  Jervis 
Bay,  like  Sydney  Harbor,  has  two  heads 
within  a  comparatively  close  distance,  which 
enfdd  an  enormous  water  area,  securely 
protected  from  every  storm  that  blows. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  landlocked. 

Mr.  REID. — Practically  it  is.  It  will 
fhus  be  seen  that,  so  far  as  access  to  the 
sea  is  concerned,  Canberra  has  access  to 
one  of  the  finest  harbors  in  the  world.  If 
we  selected  Dalgety,  and  obtained  access  to 
Twofold  Bay,  we  should  have  to  construct 
eixtrxnous  works  to  make  it  a  port  worthy  of 
the  name.  I  should  like  honorable  mem- 
bers to  oxisider  these  matters.  It  is  idle 
to  twit  luxiorable  members  with  the  votes 
they  give  in  connenoa  with  the  different 
sites.  I  have  just  been  informed  that  the 
Prime  Minister  says  that  he  did  not  agree 
to  take  a  test  division  upon  the  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Groom. — I  tliink  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  will  find  it  better  to  take 
the  division  in  Committee. 

Mr.  REID.— Earlier  in  the  afternoon  I 
suggested  that  it  would  be-more  convenient 
to  take  a  test  dii^!$ibii(^tipbii'<^§wbn  for 
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the  second  reading  of  the  measure,  and  I 
understood  that  the  Prime  Minister 
acquiesced  in  my  suggestion. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  proper 
place  to  take  it  is  in  Cwnmittee. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — I  will  point  out  why  it 
ought  not  to  be  taJcen  in  Committee.  I  in- 
vite honorable  members  to  look  at  the  title 
of  the  Bill,  which  reads — 

A  Bill  for  an  Act  to  determme  more  definitely 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  (be  Commonwealto 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety. 

Why  in  the  name  of  common  sense  should 
honorable  members  who  are  opposed  to  the 
site  be  asked  to  affirm  the  second  read- 
ing of  a  Bill  and  to  go  into  Committee 
"  to  determine  more  definitely  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  Coinm(Xiwealth  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dalgety?'*  Why  should 
they  be  asked  to  stultify  themselves  by 
doing  that?  The  first  thing  which  they 
will  do  in  Committee  will  be  to  vote 
against  determining  "  more  definitely  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dalgety  "  if  there  is  a  majority  against 
that  site. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — "  If." 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  the  test.  The  test 
should  not  be  a  Committee  test?  in  regard 
to  a  detail  of  the  BUI,  but  should  be  on  the 
Bill  itself.  Those  who  are  in  favour  of 
the  selection  of  Dalgety  ought  to  vote  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  measure  in  order 
to  carry  it  throu^  Committee.  But  tho&e 
who  are  not  in  favour  of  that  site  should 
not  be  asked  to  affirm  the  second  reading 
of  a  Bill  "  to  determine  more  definitely 
the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety." 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  P  rime  M  inister 
stated  by  wav  of  interjection  that  we  could 
move  to  strike  out  the  word  "  Dalgety  " 
upon  the  motion  for  the  seccwid  reading  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  REID. — We  cannot  do  that. 
When  I  suggested  that  the  division  should 
be  taken  upon  the  motion  for  the  seccHid 
reading  of  tbe  measure,  I  understood  that 
the  Prime  Minister  concurred  in  my  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  intended  to  consider  it, 
and  afterwards  consulted  mv  colleagues, 
who  thought  it  better  to  take  the  test 
division  upon  a  proposal  in  Committee  to 
leave  out  the  word  "  Dalgetv." 

Mr.  REID.  I  suggest  that  the  course 
which  I  have  indicated  is  the  better  one. 
Of  course  the  Prime  Minister  understands 
that  this  is  strictly  a  n(Mi-party  question. 
Upon  this  Bill  we  stand  upon  absolutely 

*i-party   ground,   seeing   that  dififerent 


Ministers  intend  to  vote  in  different  ways. 
Consequently  there  need  be  no  delicacy 
whatever  about  the  questiwi.  If  the 
Government  had  submitted  the  BiU  as 
a  united  Government  there  might  have 
been  som^  feel  ing  of  del  icacy  about 
the  rejection  of  the  motion  '  for  its 
second  reading.  But  in  this  instance 
the  Goverrunent  submit  the  BiU  to 
us  for  the  purpose  either  of  choosing  or 
rejecting  Dalgety.  That  being  so,  1  say 
that  it  IS  absurd  for  those  who  intend  to 
vote  fca  any  site  other  than  Dalgety  to 
affirm  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Storrer. — By  negativing  the 
second  reading  of  the  measure  we  should 
throw  out  the  whole  Capital  question. 

Mr.  REID.— No.  It  is  understood 
that  if  in  Committee  the  word  "  Dalgety  " 
is  eliminated  the  whole  BUI  will  be  emascu. 
lated,  and  we  shall  then  proceed  to  an 
exhaustive  ballot.  So  that  whether  we 
negative  the  secohd  reading  of  the  mea- 
sure or  not  is  immaterial.  If  it  reaches 
the  Committee  the  bowels  of  the  measure 
will  go,  and  with  its  bowels,  its  life. 
We  must  not  stand  upcm  these  ridiculous 
points. 

Mr.  Storrer. — It  is  a  small  questicm. 

Mr.  REID.— It  would  not  be  if  the 
Federal  Capital  were  to  be  located  in  Tas- 
mania. It  would  then  be  one  of  the  burn- 
ing questi<His  of  Commonwealth  policy. 

Mr.  McWiLUAUS. — ^We  do  not  want 

it. 

Mr.  !REID. — Because  the  State  which 
the  honorable  member  represents  cannot  get 
it 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  State  which 
the  right  honorable  member  represents  has 
not  yet  got  it. 

Mr.  REID.— It  has  not.  But  is  that 
the  sort  of  argument  with  which  we  are  to 
be  met  in  discussing  this  question?  It  re- 
flects almost  the  schoolboy  code  of  morality 
which  makes  a  boy's  marbles  unsafe.  We 
are  asking  for  the  recognition  of  this  right 
of  ours,  and  I  am  sure  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin  will  be  the  ^ery  first  to 
give  the  matter  the  most  honorable  and 
candid  consideration.  If  there  be  a  ma- 
ioritv  in  favour  of  Dalgety,  I  suggest  that 
bv  affirming  the  second  reading  of  the  BilU 
the  whole  question  will  be  settled. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Let  us  vote 
either  for  the  retention  of  the  name  "  Dal- 
gety," or  for  its  rejection. 

Mr.  REID.— Why  should  I  pruceed  to 
omsider  a  proposition  tofi^bkkfllAm  op- 
posed?  WhyshMll'^^^^'g-aboirt^ 
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way  to  excise  a  word  from  a  Bill,  when, 
Dy  negativing  the  Bill  itself,  I  can  acccwi- 
plish  exactly  what  I  desire.'  What  waste 
of  time  is  invc^ved  in  this  proceduie  I  There 
may  be  advantages  in  going  into  Commit- 
tee, whidi  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  of  the  case  

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — There  may  be 
advantages  in  acting  in  the  way  that  the 
right  honorable  member  wishes  us  to  act. 

Mr.  REID.— Is  not  the  course  which 
I  suggest  the  usual  cme?  If  the  House  is 
asked  to  affirm  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill  to  determine  more  definitely  the  Seat 
of  Government  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety,  hew  are 
those  who  are  opposed  to  that  site  to  give 
expression  to  their  opinions?  They  are 
asked  to.  vote  '*.Yes-no.'*  I  have  had 
enough  of  that. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  right  hon- 
orable member  always  says  that,  and  then 
does  it  again. 

Mr.  REID.— The  course  suggested  by 
the  Gov-emment  would  be  a  ridiculous  ex- 
hibition of  affirmative  and  negative.  We 
are  asked  to  affirm  our  intention  to  go  into 
Committee  to  more  definitely  fix  Dalgety  as 
the  site  of  the  Federal  Capital,  although 
we  intend  afterwards  to  knock  out  that  site. 
I  invite  the  House  to  adopt  the  more  direct 
course  which  I  have  outlined. 

Mr.  GROOM  (Darling  Downs— Attor- 
ney-General) ^3-48]- — I  must  apologize  to 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  for  making 
my  appearance  a  little  late,  and  for.  not 
being  able  to  move  the.  second  reading  ot 
the  Bill.  In  approaching  this  quefetion, 
I  feel — and  I  have  always  felt — that 
under  the  Constitution  this  House  is 
under  a  solemn  obligation  to  do  its 
best  to  establish  a:  Federal  Capital.  I 
agree  with  the  light  honorable  member  for 
Eart  Sydney  that  until  that  question  is 
settled, '  there  will  always  be  a  source  of 
cmflict  between  certain  portions  of  Aus- 
tralia and  the  rest  of  the  Comnumwealth. 
Of  course,  it  is  desirable  that  that  source 
of  conflict  should  be  removed.  If  honor- 
able members  will  look  at  the  history  of 
this  Parliament  they  must  recognise  that  it 
has  dcme  its  best  from  the  very  foundation 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  get  a  complete  and 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question. 
Further,  I  believe  that  when  clause  125  was 
inferted  in  the-  draft  Constitution,  and 
when  the  Capital  of  New  South  Wales  was 
eliminated  from  that  Constituti(xi  as  (wie 
o£  the  places  which  might  be  chosen,  the 


parties  to  the  arrangement  had  a  definite  pur- 
pose in  view.  That  purpose  was  to  afford 
this  Parliament  an  opportunity  of  select- 
ing a  Federal  Capital  at  a  pla(%  in 
New  South  Wales  where  it  would  be 
absolutely  free  fron  the  dominating  in- 
fluences of  any  of  the  large  centres  of  popu- 
lation. It  was  intended  that  the  Federal 
Capital  should  be  reasonably  distant  from 
Sydney,  so  that  when  it  had  been  estab- 
lished it  would  not  be  under  tiie  suspicion 
of  being  subject  more  or  leas  to  the  domi- 
nating influences  of  the  State  capital.  I  feel 
that  it  is  a  real  evil  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment to  be  located  in  any  of  our  capital 
cities.  Whilst  it  is  so  located  Parliament 
must  depend,  not  upon  its  own  inherent 
power,  but  upon  the  State  in  which  it  sits, 
for  the  support  and  dignity  which  ought  to 
attach  to  its  own  position.  For  this  reason 
it  was  found  necessary  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Canada  to  establish  a  Federal  Capi- 
tal. In  just  the  same  way,  I  believe,  that 
it  will  be  found  more  necessary  in  the 
future  to  establish  a  Federal  Capital  in  the 
Commonwealth  so  that  this  Parliament  may 
reflect  the  true  national  opinion  of  Aus- 
tralia. It  does  not  follow  that  because  we 
meet  in  Victoria  that  we  are  dominated  by 
the  Victorian  press  or  by  the  Victorian 
people.  This  House  has  already  exhibited 
its  independence  of  judgment  in  many  de- 
cisions at  which  it  has  arrived.  But  we 
have  to  satisfy  the  people  of  this  continent 
that  Parliament  is  not  being  subjected  to 
Victorian  influences.  Wherever  we  go  we 
hear  it  suggested  that  whilst  the  Conmon- 
wealth  Parliament  axitinues  to  meet  in  Mel- 
bourne it  is  practically  under  Victcman  con- 
trol, and,  for  instance,  that  Victoria  has  in- 
fluenced it  in  the  shaping  of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Johnson. ^ — It  has  influenced  a  cer- 
tain section  of  Parliament,  anyhow. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  member  has  been  subjected  to 
much  of  that  influence.  However,  honw- 
able  members  know  their  own  consciences 
best. 

Mr.  BsuCE  Smith. — Nine-tenths  of  the 
literature  addressed  to  this  Parliament  on 
Tariff  questions  emanated  from  Victoria. 

Mr.  GROOM.— When  the  first  Tariff 
was  being  framed  my  own  experience  was 
that  quite  as  finely  prepared  briefs  came 
from  New  South  Waleis  as  from  anv  other 
State.  I  do  not  find  fault  with  that.  The 
people  of  that  Stiate  were  perfectly  entitled 
to  see  that  their  representatives  were  sup- 
plied with  proper  infOTmati<xi.  But  I  hold 
that  this  House  hgs.^nc^^bQ^^g^  by 
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Victorian  considerations.  Of  couree  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Parkes  is  of  opinicm  that 
we  are  subject  to  such  influences,  and  there- 
fore he  very  naturally  says,  "  Get  us  out  of 
Melbourne,'  and  by  all  means  get  us  away 
from  Sydney  too."  My  own  opinion  is 
that  if  the  electors  of  New  South  Wales 
were  induced  by  the  leaders  of  the  various 
political  parties  to  believe  that  under  Fede- 
ration certain  things  were  likely  to  be  ac- 
complished, and  if  they  acted  on  the  faith 
of  that  understanding,  we  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  honoi'  the  bond.  In  the  same  way 
we  should  honor  the  agreement  with  Western 
Australia.  But  the  questicxi  which  we  have 
to  ask  ourselves  is,  "  What  was  the  view 
put  before  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
prior  to  rfie  consummation  of  Federation  ' '  ? 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  know  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales 
passed  the  following  resolutioi — 

.  That  clause  124  should  be  amended,  and  pro- 
viuon  made  in  the  Bill  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Federal  Capital  in  such  place  within  the 
boundaries  of  New  South  Wales  as  the  Federal 
Parliament  may  determine. 

That  was  the  view  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Legislative  Assembly. 

Mr.  BowDEN.— If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  provisiOT  relating  to  the  100  miles  limit 
this  Parliament  would  have  been  meeting  in 
Sydney  today. 

Mr.  GROOM. — That  may  be  so. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Frcm  what  is  the  Attw- 
ney-General  quoting? 

Mr.  GROOM. — From  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New 
South  Wales  prior  to  the  insertion  in  the 
draft  Constitution  of  the  proviso  relating  to 
the  100  miles  limit.  Subsequently  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney,  as  Pre- 
mier of  that  State,  attended  the  C<Miference 
of  Premiers,  at  whirfi  the  provisicm  relating 
to  the  Federal  Capital  was  amended  to  the 
form  in  which  it  stands  to-day.  That  Cot- 
ference  agreed  to  the  clause  as  afterwards 
amended  and  issued  it  with  a  memorandum 
which  set  forth  reasons  for  the  amendment. 
The  words  are  as  follow — 

It  is  considered  thnt  the  fixing  of  the  Site 
of  Capital  is  n  question  which  might  well  he 
left  to  the  Parliament  to  decide;  but,  in  view 
of  the  strong  expression  of  opinion  in  lelation 
■to  this  matter  in  New  South  Wales,  the  Premiers 
have  modified  the  cl.iuse,  so  that  while  the 
■Capital  cannot  be  fixed  at  Sydney,  or  in  its 
•oeighbourhood,  provision  is  made  in  the  Con- 
stitution for  its  establishment  in  New  South 
Wales  at  a  reasonable  distance  from  that  citr- 

™"e  were  the  reasois  given,   and  the 
was  issued  in  its  present  fmn. 


Nothing  was  heard  of  this  memorandum 
until  1905 — practically  five  years  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — It  was  known  and 
forgotten. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  right  bcmorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  the  right  honor- 
able membu  t<x  Swan,  and  Sir  Gecn-ge 
Turner  were  all  at  the  Conference,  and  yet 
that  memorandum  was  never  mentiooed 
■until  the  year  1905. 

Mr.  Hensy  Wilus. — It  was  mentioned 
by  Sir  George  Turner. 

Mr.  GROOM. — Incidentally ;  but  it  was 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  ccxnpact  or 
mentioned  as  such. 

Mr.  Reid. — Sir  George  Turner  does  imt 
say  that,  but  the  very  opposite. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Will  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney 'say  that,  during 
the  whole  of  the  debates  on  this  question  in 
this  Parliament,  until  Dalgety  was  fixed 
upon,  this  memcx-andum  was  ever  mentiooed 
here? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes ;  it  was  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney. 

Mr.  GROOM.— But  only  by  that  honor- 
able member, 

Mr.  Watson. — Nevertheless,  the  com- 
pact is  still  there. 

Mr.  GROOM.— When  the  New  South 
Wales  Govermnent  c^ered  all  the  rates  to  us 
for  selectiOT,  was  that  memorandum  te* 
garded  in  any  way  as  oxitfolling  or  in- 
fluencing our  decision?  The  sites  con- 
sidered by  Mr.  Oliver  went  as  far  distant 
as  Wentworth. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  was  a  submission  of 
sites  merely  few  the  purpose  of  inquiry. 
That  is  very  paltry  argument  on  the  part  of 
the  Attorney- General ! 

Mr.  GROOM. — It  is  not  a  paltry  argu- 
ment. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Albury  was  in- 
cluded in  the  sites. 

Mr.  GROOM.— That  is  so. 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  the  Attcmiey-General 
does  not  read  the  document  in  that  way? 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.  —  The  Attorney- 
General  does  not  argue  that,  because  it 
was  not  mentioned,  the  docimient  is  not 
binding  ? 

Mr.  GROOM. — I  am  merdy  showing 
that  this  memorandum  could  not  have  made 
a  very  strong  impression,  when  only  one 
representative  frran  New  South  Wales  men- 
tioned it  in  the  course  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  document  was 
printed  at  Sydney^f|^^^@^^^Ith. 
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Mr.  GROOM. — I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
when  he  had  the  document  printed,  had  some 
object  i  but  I  think  we  may  all  frankly 
admit  that  the  document  was  forgotten. 
When  the  ballot  was  taken,  both  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  and  Sir-  George 
Turned  voted  for  Dalgety ;  and  yet  they 
were  not  charged  with  breach  of  faith — 
there  was  no  appeal  then  to  the  right  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Swan  that  he  should 
"  honour  the  bond/*  and  he  voted  as  he  be- 
lieved he  was  entitled  to  vote.  Assuming, 
however,  that  the  understanding  was  such 
as  has  been  suggested,  what  is  the  inter- 
pretation to  be  placed  on. the  words  used? 
In  fixing  a  site  we  are  asked  to  say  that 
the  test  is  to  be  reasonable  distance  from 
Sydney.  I  do  not  think  that  the  right  hon- 
orable member  for  East'  Sydney  or  any 
other  h(»iorabIe  member  would  push  the 
argument  further  than  that,  according 
to  their  reading  of  the  memorandtun,  the 
capital  site  must  be  at  a  reasonable  distance 
from  Sydney.  When  Dalgety  was  decided 
upcHi,  was  it  ever  alleged  that  it  was  not 
at  a  reasonable  distaiKe  from  Sydney  ? 

Mr.  Watson. — Frequently. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Then  the  House  de- 
cided that  Dalgety  was  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  another  matter. 
Mr.  GROOM.— Who  but  Parliament  it- 
self has  to  determine  this  question? 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  it  reasonable  to  go  as 

far  away  as  we  can  get? 

Mr.  GROOM.— We  might  have  selected 
Wentwortb. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^And  what  about  Tumut  ? 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Brown. — Or  Tooma? 

Mr.  GROOM. — If  we  examine  the  mat- 
ter according  to  the  memorandum,  we  find 
the  claim  is  that  every  hcmorable  member 
is  bound  to  apply  the  test,  "  Is  the  site  a 
reasonable  distance  from  Sydney?" 

Mr.  Watson. — The  furthermost  bound- 
ary would  not  be  a  reasonable  distance. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  do  not  belong  to  Vic- 
toria, but  I  belong  to  Australia;  and,  look- 
ing at  the  whole  question  from  an  Australian 
stand-point,  I  hold  that  in  fixing  the  capi- 
ta! site  we  have  to  honour  the  bnnd— that 
is  to  say,  we  muFt  establish  the  Federal 
Capita!  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and 
it  must  be  in  New  South  Wales  j  the  seat 
of  Government  must  not  remain  longer  in 
Melbourne  than  is  reasonably  necessary  for 
the  selection  of  the  site  and  provision  for 
the  capital,  and  the  site  selected  must  be  at 


such  a  distance  from  Sydney  as  to  be  in  no 
way  under  the  control  or  dominaticm  of  that 
capital. 

Mr.  Sampson. — I  think  that  is  wn  un- 
assailable ailment ! 

Mr.  GROOM. — That  is,  in  my  opinion, 
how  we  should  approach  this  question.  At 
the  same  time  we  ought  not  to  fix  on  a  site 
that  would  be  practically  Victorian.  It  would 
not  be  fair  to  fix  the  site  in  such  a  way 
that  New  South  Wales  would  be  deprived 
of  *the  prestige  which  would  follow  from 
the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Capital 
within  her  borders.  I  do  not  think,  there- 
fore, that  we  ought  to  apply  the  test 
suggested  bv  'the  right  honorable  member 
for  Eaist  Sydney,  and  decide  that  Dalgety 
must  be  excluded  by  the  terms  of  the  Gon- 
stitu^icm,  or  even  by  the  terms  of  the  memo- 
randum, from  the  consideration  of  this 
House.  I  think  we  have  acted  fairly  in 
choosing  the  site  that  we  have;  and  I  isk 
honorable  members  to  retnembci  that  the 
choice  was  not  made  hurriedly. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— Dalgety  did  not  get  the 
biggest  straight-out  vote. 

Mr.  GROOM.— It  is  the  site  that  Par- 
liament has  chosen,  and  it  is  the  only  site 
which  commanded  a  majority  of  both 
Houses.  On  the  i6th  December,  1905,  I 
traced  the  history  of  this  question  up  to  that 
date.  In  a  despatch  to  the  Prime  Ministb. 
of  6th  May,  1906,  honorable  members  will 
find  a  pricis  of  this  history,  and  a  mwe 
complete  precis  in  a  further  despatch  dated 
28th  November,  1907.  The  "history 
shows  that  in  the  year  1899  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  appointed  Mr.  Oliver 
a  Royal  Commissioner,  and  that  that 
gentleman  recommended  the  three  districts 
of  Southern  Monaro,  Yass,  and  Orange. 
Immediately  after  the  Commonwealth  was 
established,  the  Prime  Minister,  Sir  Edmund 
Barton,  asked  New  South  Wales  to  offer 
sites,  and  the  three  reonnmended  by  Mr. 
Oliver,  including  the  area  of  Dalgety, 
were  submitted.  The  members  of  t)oth 
Houses  of  the  Federal  Parliament  visited 
the  sites,  including  that  at  Dalgety,  and 
in  1902  this  House,  by  resolution,  agreed 
to  the  appointment  of  a  CcsnmissiOTi 
to  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the 
sites  offered,  and  of  these  sites  Dalgety 
was  one.  That  Commission  reported 
in  1 90,^ ,  and  amongst  the  places  on 
which  they  reported  was  Bombala.  At 
a  later  stage,  a  special  report  was  made 
on  Dalgetv  as  under  offer.  In  that  year 
there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  t«>  Hou^s^  »e  ^b^i5^,  of 
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Tumut,  and  the  other  being  in  favour  of 
Bctfnbala;  but  in  1904  the  present  Seat 
of  Government  Act  was  passed,  in  which 
both  Houses  chose  Dalgety.  It  will  be 
seen  that  until  1904  these  sites  were  under 
crffer  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  Dalgety 
was  never  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  its 
unreasonable  distance  frcMn  Sydney. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  site  was  ob- 
jected to  as  one  which  we  had  no  power  to 
select. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  is  inrorrect.  In  1904,  the  Seat 
of  Government  Act  was  passed.  It  was 
assented  to  on  thje  i6th  August  of  the 
same  year,  and  during  all  that  time  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  and  Par- 
liament took  no  exception  to  our  selecting 
the  Dalgety  area. 

Mr.  Bruce  •  Smith. — The  Attorney- 
General  is  wrong  there,  because  It  was 
urged  at  the  time  that  this  Parliament  had 
no  power  to  take  the  Dalgety  area. 

Mr.  GROOM. — I  am  now  speaking  of 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  and  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales,  and  pointing 
out  thpt  they  took  no  exception  to  the 
selecti(Hi  of  Dalgety,  and,  furthermore, 
they  absolutely  set  aside  land  in  Southern 
Monaro,  and  did  not  allow  any  settlement 
to  take  place. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  Attorney- 
General  is  wrong. 

Mr.  GROOM. — 1  can  assure  the  honor- 
able member  that  I  have  looked  carefully 
at  all  the  papers,  and  that  I  know  what 
I  am  saying. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Then,  why  has  the 
Commonwealth  not  acted  on  the  selection? 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  The  Commonwealth 
has  acted  on  the  selection.  However,  I 
was  pointing  out  that  up  to  1904  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  and  Par- 
liament did  nothing  but  acquiesce  in  the 
action  we  took.  They  allowed  us  to  se- 
lect Dalgety. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — How  could  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament  interfere 
with  the  C(HmnonweaUh  Parliament? 

Mr.  GROOM.— It  was  in  December, 
1904,  that  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment raised  the  first  objection,  and  passed 
a  resolution  in  favour  of  three  sites  being 
offered,  and  am(Mig  which  Dalgety  was  not 
included. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — There  were  honor- 
able  members  here  who  objected  to  the 
choice  of  Dalgety. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  have  no  doubt  that 
individual  members  may  have  raised  ob- 


jections, but  I  am  now  dealing  with  the 
action  of  a  ccvporate  body.  In  ^1904, 
the  Seat  of  Gorernment  Act  was  paaed, 
and  it  set  out — 

It  is  hereby  determined  that  the  Seat  of  Go- 
verament  of  the  CommoDwealtfa  shall  be  within 
seventeen  miles  of  Daleety,  in  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales. 

The  view  taken  by  the  then  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  acting,  I  presume,  imder  ad* 
vice,  was  that  which  we  put  on  the  section 
— that  Parliament  having  decided  that  the 
site  shall  be  within  the  area  named,  the 
Government  must  act  accordingly,  and,  in 
any  negotiations  with  New  South  Wales, 
regard  the  section  as  mandatory. 

Mr.  DUGALD  Thomson. — Of  course. 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  Negotiations  were 
opened  with  New  South  Wales,  in  the  en- 
deavour to  settle  the  question.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  ad- 
mitted that  he  desired  another  choice;  but 
he  said  that  he  accepted  Dalgety — 
as  the  next  commendable;  and  I  am  prepared, 
just  as  staunchly  as  ever,  to  support  the  choice  of 
the  Parliament.  Mv  own  impression,  as  against 
that  of  others  in  "New  South  Wales,  who  so 
much  assail  this  selection,  is  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely the  best  that  New  South  Wales  is  ever 
likely  to  get— that  any  change  would  absolutely 
be  for  the  worse. 

The  Reid-McLean  Administration  was  de- 
feated, and  the  present  Government  c;ime 
into  power.  We  were  asked  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  if  there  was  a 
change  of  policy  on  this  question,  or  whe- 
ther we  took  up  the  same  attitude  as  otir 
predecessors,  and  we  replied  that  we  re- 
garded the  Act  as  mandatory.  The  Pre- 
mier of  the  State  then  asked  us  if  we  would 
submit  the  constituti(»ial  issues  to  the  High 
Court,  and  we  replied  "Yes."  and  re- 
quested his  Government  to  commence  an 
action.  He  desired  that  we  should  drive 
in  a  peg;  but  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
Act  gave  us  no  authority  to  do  so,  as  it 
did  not  define  in  metes  and  bounds  anv 
particular  area,  nor  did  it  confer  on  the 
Commonwealth  a  foot  of  territory 'in  New 
South  Wales.  We  stated,  however,  that 
we  were  willing  to  prepare  a  .short  measure 
to  enable  the  constitutional  issues  to  be 
tested.  ~.  Accorfiingly,  our  Attomev-Gene- 
ral  and  the  Atiornev-General  of  New  South 
Wales  niet  in  conference,  and  the  Bill  is 
the  result.  The  present  Premier  of  Xew 
South  Wales  said — 

As  to  the  actual  tffcct  of  this  Statute,  Mr. 
Isaacs  and  myself  were  not  entirely  in  agree- 
ment. On  the  one  hand,  it  was  argued  that 
it  is  a  guatif  or  partial,  determination  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  in  so  f^^HJ^TJBedenl 
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Parliament  has  declared  that  no  area  outside 
that  within  a  radius  of  17  miles  of  Dalgety  will 
be  considered  by  the  Federal  Parliament  in 
negotiating  for  a  seat  of  Government;  and  to 
that  extent  it  is  binding,  both  upon  the  Federal 
Parliament  and  the  State  of  New  South  Wales. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  this 
Statute  is  a  mere  registration  of  the  opinion  of 
the  Federal  Parliament,  and  that  it  is  no  more 
binding  upon  the  State  than  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses.  This  resolution  may  be  revoked, 
and  the  Seat  of  Government  subsequently  deter- 
mined within  territory  quite  outside  the  Dalgety 
area.  Whichever  view  is  correct  is  really  immaterial 
at  the  present  time,  because  both  Governments 
seem  now  to  agree  that  the  next  step  is  to  define 
some  area  by  metes  and  bounds;  next  to  open 
negotiations  for  the  grant  or  requisition  of  that 
territory ;  and,  finally^  when  such  territory  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  in 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Parliament  by  formal  Act  to  determine  the 
Seat  of  Government  within  that  area. 

The  New  South  Wales  Government  claimed 
the  right  to  determine  the  territory.  It 
read  .section  125  of  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
vide that  the  grant  or  transfer  of  territory 
to  the  CcHnmonwealth  is  a  condition  pre* 
cedent  to  the  determination  of  the  site  by 
the  Qxnmonwealth.  We  took  the  view 
that  three  stages  are  contemplated,  the  first 
being  the  determination  of  the  Seat  of 
Government  by  the  Cwnmonwealth.  The 
section  reads — ■ 

The  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
shall  be  determined .  by  the  Parliament ;  and 
shall  be  within  territory  which  shall  have  been 
granted. 

Mr.  Johnson. — "  Shall  have  been." 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — How  is  the  Common- 
wealth to  obtain  the  territcMy  unless  the 
State  grants  it  ? 

Mr.  GROOM.— It  may  acquire  it. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  Ccanmonwealth  has 
not  the  power  to  take  land  frcxn  a  State. 

Mr.  GROOM. — The  section  provide.s,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth  shall  determine  the  Seat 
of  Government ;  that  has  been  done  by  the 
passing  of  the  Seat  of  Government  Act. 
The  next  thing  to  be  done  is  to  define  the 
territory  which  we  desire,  and  the  third 
step  to  be  taken  is  to  approach  the  State, 
and  ask  that  the  land  may  be  conveyed  to 
us.  We  are  providing  by  the  Bill  for  those 
things  to  be  done.  If  the  State  contends 
that  our  actitxi  is  illegal,  it  can  obtain  a 
decision  from  the  High  Court,  and  we  are 
introducing  the  Bill  to  enable  that  to  be 
done  if  the  State  so  desires  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
<wable  member  think  that  it  would  be  a 
calamity  if  things  came  to  that  pass  ? 


Mr.  GROOM.— Yes;  but  I  have  such 
confidence  in  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — As  to  believe  that 
they  will  give  us  anything  we  ask  for. 

Mr.  GROOM.- As  to  believe  that  they 
will  deal  reasc»iably  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Their  attitude  will 
depend  largely  on  ours. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  people  of  New 
South  Wales  will  not,  I  am  sure,  support 
the  claim  that  the  State,  and  not  the  Ccftn- 
monwealth,  has  the  right  to  determme  the 
Seat  of  Government.  The  opinion  of  Sir 
Julian  Salamons  and  Mr.  Cecil  B. 
Stephen  was  taken  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment, and  has  been  p'ublbhed  in  a  parlia- 
mentary paper.    They  said — 

By  this  section — 
Seciion  125  of  the  Constitution— 
the  acquisition  of  the  territory  by  the  Common- 
wealth must,  we  advise,  take  place  before  the 
determination  of  the  seat  of  Government  by 
the  Parliament.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the 
right  not  only  to  determine  the  Seat  of  Go* 
vemment,"  but  also  by  necessary  inference  the 
right  to  determine  the  position  in  New  South 
Wales  of  the  Federal  territory  is  vested  in  the 
Parliament.  No  "  territory  "  can  be  transferred 
to  the  Commonwealth  without  the  Common- 
wealth's assent.  The  course  adopted  {'in  passing 
the  recent  Act,  the  Seat  of  Government  Act)  is, 
we  think,  a  convenient  one  :  for  otherwise  there 
might  be  something  in  the  nature  of  an  abso- 
lute deadlock,  as  it  is  quite  conceivable  that 
the  Commonwealth,  through  the  Federal  Execu- 
tive, might  acquire  by  grant  or  otherwise  land 
in  New  South  Wales  which  would  be  legally 
"  vested  in  and  belonging  to  the  Common- 
wealth," but  no  part  of  such  land  might  be 
deemed  by  the  Parliament  suitable  for  the  Seat 
of  Government." 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Subject  to  condi- 
tions.   We  all  admit  that. 

Mr.  G'ROOM.— The  claim  has  been 
practically  made  by  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament  that  it  has  the  right  to  deter- 
mine the  matter,  and  that  we  must  place 
the  Capital  in  such  territory  as  may  have 
been  granted  to  us. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  the  effect  of  the 
opinion  just  read. 

Mr.  GROOM.— That  opinion  is  that  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  has  the  right  to 
determine  the  territory. 

Mr.  Bruce  SinrrH. — Subject  to  some- 
thing having  been  done. 

Mr.  GROOM.— We  say  that  the  Seat  of 
Government  must  first  be  determined,  that 
then  we  must  get  the  territory  granted  to 
us,   and   that,   thirdly,    it   having  been 
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Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  logic  of  that  is 
that  we  cannot  take  it  until  it  has  been 
placed  at  our  disposal. 

Mr.  GROOM.— If  we  were  put  to  it, 
we  could  exercise  our  constituticmal  power 
of  cnnpulsory  acquisition.  1  do  not  men- 
tion that  as  a  threat,  or  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  fair  or  impartial  con- 
sitleration  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Does  the  Minister 
pr(^>ose  to  acquire  Crown  land  by  forra? 

Mr.  GROOM.— It  will  not  be  necessary; 
but  I  would  mention  that  under  the  Lands 
for  Public  Purposes  Acquisition  Act  we 
have  already  exercised  the  power  to  acquire 
Crown  land. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — For  public  pur- 
poses? 

Mr.  GROOM.— Yes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  creaticm  of  a 
new  State? 

Mr.  GROOM. — If  we  were  put  to  it,  we 
have  the  power  to  acquire  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Seat  of  Government ;  but  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  the  matter,  because  I  do  not 
think  that  it  will  ever  be  necessary  to 
exercise  that  power.  The^e  is  a  saving 
commcHi  sense  in  British  communities  which 
enables  them  to  adjust  their  disputes 
fairly  and  honorably. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — New  South 
Wales  wishes  us  to  show  the  possession  of 
saving  common  sense  in  our  interpretation 
of  the  Premiers*  agreement. 

Mr.  GROOM. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  tha*  the  spirit  of  the  agreement  was 
not  observed  in  the  selection  of  Dalgety? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  the 
opinion  of  the  people  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  would  be  an  un- 
reasonable distance? 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  do  not  think  that 
Tooma  or  a  site  on  the  Tweed  River  would 
be  v/ithin  a  reasonable  distance. 

Mr.  Reid. — Dalgety  is  <mly  20  miles 
from  the  border  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  GROOM.— It  is  difficult  to  define 
what  is  reascmable ;  every  one  must  have  his 
own  opinion  on  the  subject.  My  view  is 
that  the  Cwistitution  intends  that  New 
South  Wales  shall  obtain  the  substantial 
benefits  arising  frcm  the  possession  of  the 
Federal  Capital ;  but  that  the  Capital  shall 
not  be  under  the  d<Mninating  influence  of 
Sydney. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  the  Capita!  were  situated 
at  Canberra  it  would  not  be  under  the 
dcMninatinf;  influence  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  GROOM.— That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  I  think  that  Dalgety  is  not  at 
an  unreasonable  distance  from  Sydney, 


and  will  not  be  under  the  dominating  in- 
fluence of  that  city.  Dalgety  was  chosen 
fairly  and  honorably  as  the  result  of  a 
plain,  straight-out  vote.  No  trickery  was 
resorted  to. .  If,  on  this  occasion,  that  site 
is  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  the  people  of  Aus- 
tralia will  not  be  satisfied  unless  it,  as' well 
as  its  rivals,  is  dealt  with  by  an  exhaustive 
ballot,  as  on  the  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  REn>.-^That  is  only  fair. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Whichei-er  site  is 
chosen  should  beat  every  other. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Yes.  The  Government 
wish  to  have  the  matter  settled.  We  de- 
sire to  have  the  territory  defined  if  Parlia- 
ment still  approves  of  Dalgety.  There  is 
time  to  pass  the  Bill  through  this  House, 
and  also  I  think  through  the  Senate,  pro- 
vided that  it  be  carried  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  the  Government  will 
find  time  for  it  to  be  dealt  with  if  some 
other  site  be  selected  ? 

Mr.  GROOM.— Certainly;  they  will  do 
their  best.  We  should  then  be  able  during 
the  recess  to  approach  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales.  We  consider  that  the 
proper  course  to  adopt  is  to  carry  the  seccxid 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  in  C(Hnmittee  to 
take  a  test  vote  on  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  words  "  Schedule  A,"  which  in- 
cludes Dalgety,  should  stand. 

Mr.  Reid.— It  would  be  ridiculous  to 
vote  on  the  boundaries  if  we  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  site. 

Mr.  GROOM. — The  elimination  of  the 
words  "  Schedule  A  "  would  be  an  indtca- 
tion  that  the  House  desired  the  selection  to 
be  re-considered.  If  such  an  amendment 
were  carried,  a  moticm  would  be  immedi- 
ately submitted  to  permit  of  an  exhaustive 
ballot  on  all  the  competing  ^tes.  If  the 
House  then  determined  once  more  in  favour 
of  Dalgety,  we  should  simply  have  to  re- 
commit the  Bill,  re-insert  the  schedule,  and 
send  it  to  another  place  without  delay.  We 
consider  that  the  whole  question  could  be 
expeditiously  dealt  with  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  think  that  a  sche- 
dule of  boundaries  should  be  in  such  a 
Bill. 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  If  the  House  makes 
another  selection,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us 
to  repeal  the  Act  of  1904,  and  to  intro- 
duce an  entirely  fresh  measure,  fixing  the 
new  site. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Would  the  Government 
favour  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  1904? 

Mr.  GROOM. — Members  of  the  Minis- 
try have  a  free  hand.  I  fi^^IloiHid;^  the 
decision  of  this  MW.'^^'^ 
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Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  honorable  member 
would  not  exercise  his  own  judgment? 

Mr.  GROOM.  —  I  have  exercised  my 
judgment  in  favour  of  Dalgety.  My  own 
oinnioa  is  that  that  site  was  chosen  after  a 
fair  and  honest  fight,  and  that  it  comprises 
all  the  essentials  for  a  truly  great  national 
capital.  That  bong  so,  I  intoad  to  stand 
by  its  selection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Then  the  honorable 
member  is  going  to  stand  by  a  site  which 
will  be  far  removed  from  the  future  centre 
of  populatitm  in  Australia. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooe.  —  The  honorable 
meoi^r  said  that  the  statisticians  showed 
that  the  centre  of  population  in  Australia 
hereafter  would  be  Annidale. 

Mr.  GROOM.— But  does  the  honorable 
oiember  propose  that  Anmdale  should  be 
selected  ? 

Mr.  Page. — I  should  like  it  to  be  chosen. 

Mr.  GROOM.— I  believe  that  if  we  had 
regard  more  to  the  future  than  to  the  pre- 
sait  we  should  select  that  site. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  yet  the  hon- 
oraUe  member  proposes  to  stand  by  the 
selection  of  Dalgety,  which  is  as  far  from 
Annidale  as  we  could  go  in  that  directicm. 

Mr.  GROOM.-— My  purpose  is  to  stand 
by  the  decnsicm  of  this  Parliament.  I  pro- 
pose to  state  shortly  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill.  It  is  designed  to  determine  more  de- 
linitelv  the  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dal- 
gety, and  the  territory  there  within  which 
it  shall  be.  This  Parliament  has  chosen 
Dalgety,  but  under  the  Act  of  1904  the 
territory  is  not  defined  or  delimited.  As  the 
Attwney-General  pointed  out  in  his  memo- 
randum of  20th  October,  1905,  having  fixed 
and  chosen  the  site  the  next  step  is  to  define 
-the  metes  and  bounds  of  that  territory.  The 
original  Act  provides  that  the  site  shall  be 
within  17  miles  of  Dalgety.  That  provisitm 
is  mandatory,  but  the  next  sectimi  is  merely 
directory. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Thev  were  manda- 
torv,  but  were  amended  in  Committee. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  honorable  and 
learned  member  is  correct.  It  now  pro- 
vides that  the  area  of  the  territory  "should" 
be  900  square  miles,  and  that  there 
"shtMiW*  be  access  to  the  sea.  This 
section  is  practically  a  direction  to 
the  Goverrunent  as  to  what  shall 
be  done  in  negotiating  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales.  Instruc- 
tions were  given  to  Mr.  Scrivener  to  prepare 
<liffeient  areas  of  dioice,  and  in'  a  paper 


printed  on  15th  December,  1905,  will  be 
found  a  statement  of  what  he  prcqx»es  as 
to  the  Federal  City.  He  first  of  all  se- 
lects an  area  of  xoo  square  miles,  and  then 
he  deals  with  an  area  of  aoo  square  miles, 
an  area  suggested  by  the  resolution  passed 
hy  tbe  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales. 
He  was  also  asked  to  fix  what  he  ccmsidered 
was  the  smallest  possible  area  that  we  could 
safely  acquire  for  the  purposes  of  a 
Federal  City.  He  determineti  thai  that 
area  should  be  630  square  miles,  and  in 
answer  to  a  f  urth«  request  that  he^  should 
state  the  area  that  ought  to  be  acquired 
(o  provide  for  water  supply,  water  power, 
and  sewerage,  he  xepoited  that  tbe  desir- 
able area  should  be  1,050  square  miles. 
The  exact  area  necessary  for  tbe  Federal 
Capital  dep^ds,  of  course,  upcm  the  loca- 
tion of  the  site. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Do  we  desire  to  secure  a 
larger  area  because  of  the  poorness  of  the 
country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dalgety? 

Mr.  GROOM. — ^We  must  acquire  a 
fairly  large  area  to  insure  the  purity  of 
our  water  supply. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  selecticm  of  a 
large  area  was  proposed  because  the  Labour 
Party  desired  to  make  some  experiments 
in  regard  to  land  nationalizatioi. 

Mr.  GROOM.— Other  honorable  mem- 
bers voted  for  the  acquisition  of  a  larger 
area,  not  on  that  ground,  but  because  they 
thought  it  necessary  that  we  should  have 
complete  control  over  our  water  supply  and 
sources  of  water  power.  The  900  square 
mile  area  is  defined  in  Schedule  A  in  ac- 
cordance with  Mr.  Scrivener's  proposal. 
The  Bill  authorizes  the  Government  to 
obtain  that  area  fion  the  State  of  New 
South  Wales— 

To  the  full  extent  to  which  the  territory  can 
be  granted  by  the  State  within  the  meaning  of 
section  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  Con- 
-slitution. 

That  is  to  say,  the  State  has  power  to  grant 
to  us  certain  land  as  Federal  territory,  so 
that  we  may  exercise  sovereign  jurisdiction 
over  it.  Clause  4  provides  that  from  the 
day  when  the  grant  and  acceptance  take 
effect  all  estate  and  -interests  held  by  any 
person  from  the  State  of  New  South  Wales', 
within  the  territwy  granted  and  accepted, 
shall  be  held  fnun  the  Commcmwealth  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  they  were 
then  held  from  the  State.  In  other  words, 
those  who  hold  estates  in  fee  simple  will 
hold  them  ftom  us  under  the  same  tenure. 
The  position  wilb,5?fe^©®Ogfe?egard 
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to  leasehold  so  that  we  shall  thus  obtain 
complete  omtrol  over  the  tenants. 

Mr.  Bkucb  Shzth. — ^What  is  the  (pinion 
of  the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales 
as  to  the  site  to  be  selected  ? 

Mr.  GROOM.— We  know  that  the  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales  objected  to 
Dalgety. 

Mr.  Johnson. — And  yet  the  honorable 
member  desires  to  force  the  selection  of 
that  site  on  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  &ROOM.— The  Seat  of  Government 
Act  of  -1904  is  Innding  on  the  Parliament 
until  it  is  repealed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Surely  something  is  due 
to  the  people  of  the  State,  part  of  whose 
territory  is  to  be  acquired? 

Mr.  GROOM. — Every  consideration  has 
been  given  to  them, 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^The  hcmorable 
member  does  not  represent  all  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  GROOM.— The  Bill  also  provides 
for  the  oCHitinuance  of  State  laws  in  re- 
spect to  the  territory  until  the  Federal 
Parliament  enacts  ikw  laws  and  for  valua- 
tion of  lands  in  the  Federal  territory. 
Provision  is  likewise  made  for  access  be- 
tween the  territory  described  in  Schedule 
A  and  the  sea,  clause  7  providing  that  it 
shall  be  within  a  distance  of  15  miles 
on  either  side  of  the  line  described  in 
Schedule  B.  In  conclusion,  I  think  we 
shall  be  well  advised  in  passing  this  mea- 
sure. I  do  not  suggest  that  the  Parlia- 
ment should  not  give  every  consideration  to 
the  repressed  will  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Did  the  hcmorable 
member  vote  on  the  last  occasitxi  for  Dal- 
gety? 

Mr.  GROOM.— No;  I  voted  for  Tumut 
as  against  Dalgety,  and  befrae  that  for 
Lynd  hurst. 

Mr.  Reid. — No  one  would  dream  of 
blaming  the  honorable  member  for  voting 
for  Lyndhurst. 

Mr.  GROOM. — I  do  not  blame  any 
honorable  member  for  exercising  his  vote 
and  his  conscience  in 'this  Parliament.  The 
Parliament  of  New  South  Wales  has  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  three  other  sites  shall 
be  considered,  and  the  procedure  we  pro- 
pose will  not  preclude  the  fullest  ccmsidera- 
tion  being  given  to  the  wishes  of  the 
ipeople  of  that  State.  If  the  House  is  in 
favour  of  Dalgety  as  against  all  other 
^H^bowevefj  there  is  no  reason  wHy  this 


Bill  should  not  be  passed.  This  Parlia- 
ment made  a  choice  after  the  fullest 
Gonsideratim,  and  after  large  sums  had 
been  expended  upon  the  inquiries  of  a 
Royal  C(»mnission,  and  on  visits  of  inspec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  That  was  four 
years  ago,  and  nothing  has  been  done  since 
then. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Because  the 
honorable  member  has  always  blocked  us. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  what  way? 
Mr.  GROOM.— In  the  year  1904,  the 
Reid  Ministry  came  into  power.  They  re- 
tired from  (^oe  in  1905.  Immediately 
the  present  Government  assumed  the  reins 
of  power,  the  ex-Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  Mr.  Carruthers,  endeavoured  to 
arrange  with  us  for  a  special  case  being 
stated  for  decision  by  the  High  Court; 
but,  after  negotiations  had  proceeded  for 
some  time,  disagreement  was  arrived  at. 
Immediately  that  result  was  brought  about, 
a  Bill  relating  to  this  question  was  tabled 
in  this  House.  In  1905,  the  right  hon-** 
orable  member  for  East  Sydney  asked  us 
7-because  another  site  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  interim— not  to  proceed  with  the 
measure,  and  his  wish  was  acceded  to.  In 
1906,  when  Parliament  again  met,  we  were 
invited  by  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment to  consider  the  claims  of  still  an- 
other site,  which  had  not  been  submitted 
to  the  State  Parliament — I  refer  to  Mah- 
koolmah.  The  Government  immediately 
promised  to  give  that  site  consideration^ 
and  visits  of  inspection  to  it  were  wganized. 
It  was  really  during  one  of  these  visits  that 
Canberra  was  discovered.  It  was  not 
until  September,  1906,  that  we  obtained  a 
report  on  Canberra  from  the  State  of  New- 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — By  doing  ail  these 
things,  the  Government  themselves .  ad- 
mitted that  no  final  selection  of  the  Capital 
Site  had  been  made. 

^  Mr.  GROOM.— The  Government  de- 
sired to  give  every  opportunity  to  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  to  make  re- 
presentations in  regard  to  these  sites.  I 
repeat  that  it  was  in  September,  1906, 
when  we  obtained  a  report  on  Canb^ra, 
and  only  in  October  of  that  year  Parliament 
was  prorogued.  There  was  no  time  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  the  interim.  Parliament 
met  again  last  year,  and  the  first  thing 
that  the  Government  did  was  to  table  this 
Bill.  Subsequently,  requests  were  made 
to  us  to  permit  of  further  visits,  being 
made  to  CanberrapiJili^gG;t)tp62d^^ina. 
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The  Government  have  done  everything 
that  they  could  reasonably  be  expected  to 
do  under  the  circumstances,  and,  consider- 
ing the  great  work  of  the  session,  namely, 
the  framing  of  the  new  Tariff,  I  hold  that 
this  Bill  has  been  brought  forward  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  We  have  shown 
everv  cwisideration,  not  <Mily  to  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  but  to  the  State  Go- 
vernment, and  I  th^fore  ask  the  House 
to  again  affirm  the  selection  of  Dalgety  by 
the  passage  of  this  measure. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4.43]. 
— I  regret  that  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  should  have  intro- 
duced into  this  debate  the  question  of  hcui- 
cx-able  ccHiduct,  so  far  as  it  affects  myself. 
It  seems  to  me  that  he  has  been  a  long 
time  thinking  over  the  matter,  seeing  that 
seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  first 
Cfflnmcmwealth  Parliament  assembled  here, 
dut  the  question  of  the  Federal  Capital 
has  been  discussed  many  times  nnoe,  and 
that  until  now  it  has  never  been  suggested 
that  ^ther  myself  or  any  other  honwabTe 
member,  in  casting  his  vote  upon  this  im- 
portant question,  has  not  had  the  most 
complete  freedom  of  action,  and  has  been 
actuated  by  other  than  an  honorable  de- 
sire to  do  what  was  right.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the  remarks  of  the  right  honor- 
able member,  I  should  not  have  addressed 
myself  to  this  question  so  soon,  but  I  feel 
that  his  observations  in  regard  to  myself 
as  a  member  of  the  Premiers*  Conference 
of  1899  were  altogether  unnecessary,  and 
that  they  were  totallv  unjustified.  When 
the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  was 
adopted  by  the  Premiers'  Conference  on 
the  urgent  representation  of  the  right 
hworable  member,  as  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales,  I  had  no  knowledge  what- 
ever of  any  of  the  eligible  sites  in  that 
State.  At  that  time,  all  that  we  knew 
was  that  Moss  Vale  was  outside  the  loo 
miles  limit.  With  the  exception  prc^ably 
of  the  right  honorable  number  himself  there 
was  not  a  single  Premier  who  knew  anything 
about  the  districts  in  which  eligible  sites 
were  available.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber has  endeavoured  to  institute  an  analogy 
between  his  action  in  supporting  the  pro- 
posal for  connecting  Western  Australia 
with  Eastern  Australia  by  railway,  and 
the  attitude  which  I  take  up  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  Capital  Site.  In 
reply,  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  upon  the 
transcontinental  railway  questicxi,  I  have 
never  done  more  than  to  use  everv  legiti- 
mate endeavour  to  induce  hcmorable  m^- 


bers  to  see  eye  to  eye  with  me.  I  have 
merely  quoted  the  promises"  which  were 
made  by  the  leaders  of  various  parties  in 
Australia  prior  to  Federation,  with  a  view 
to  inducing  the  people  of  Western  Austra- 
lia to  enter  the  Unicm.  In  short,  I  have 
never  dcme  anything  in  regard  to  that  pro- 
ject which  has  not  been  above-board.  I 
have  never  said  that  if  somebody  would  not 
do  something  for  me^  I  would  not  do  some- 
thing for  him. 

Mr.  Reid.— Who  has  done  that? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Apparently, 
there  is  a  feeling  abroad  that,  because 
some  New  South  Wales  representatives 
acted  in  a  generous  federal  and  national 
spirit  in  regard  to  the  vote  which  they  cast 
in  favour  of  that  great  project,  I  should, 
upon  this  occasion,  reverse  my  previous 
opinions  and  acticms,  and  throw  in  my  lot 
with  them,  quite  irrespecrive  of  my  own 
views  upon  this  questicwi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  not  the 
case  at  all'. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— In  regard  to 
the  amendment  by  the  Premiers'  Conference 
of  the  Constitution  as  it  was  passed  by  the 
Convention,  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  as  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  never  suggested — nor  did  any  other 
member  of  the  Premiers'  Conference — that 
the  w(»rds  which  we  inserted  in  clause  125 
in  any  way  limited  the  future  choice  of  a 
site  for  the  Federal  Capital.  We  merelv 
declared  that  "  the  Seat  of  Government  of 
the  Commonwealth  should  be  in  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  be  distant  not 
less  than  100  miles  from  Sydney." 

Mr.  Reid.— Then  what  do  the  other 
words  mean  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  shall  come  to 
that  presently.  The  alteration  which  was 
effected,  and  which  was  intended  to  be  a 
concessimi  —  because  the  right  honorable 
member  assured  the  Premiers  that  it  would 
make  a  great  difference  to  the  vote  in  favour 
of  Federation  in  New  South  W^les — merely 
declared  that  the  Capital  should  be  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  not  less  than  xoo  miles 
from  Sydney. 

Mr.  WXTKiNS. — We  should  have  had  no 
Federation  in  the  absence  of  that  pro- 
visiOT. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  agree 
with  the  honorable  member.  We  know  very 
well  that  the  electors  of  that  State,  by  a 
majority  of  about  70,000,  voted  in  favour 
of  Federation  when  tlwre^watlnp  pro- 
vision in  the  dra^'^t^ltif&t^^OTiding 
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that  the  Federal  Capital  should^  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — All  the  representa- 
tives of  the  other  States  know  nx>re  about 
New  South  Wales  than  do  its  own  repre- 
sentatives. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Upon  this 
question  I  very  much  regret  to  find  myself 
not  in  accwd  with  a  majOTity  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  New  South  Wales  in  this 
Chamber.  I  do  not  look  upMi  it  as 
a  local  question  in  any  sense  of  the  .word. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  cannot  be  a 
local  matter,  because  whatever  site  may 
ultimately  be  decided  upon  it  will  be  far 
removed  frcxn  the  State  which  I  represent. 
It  is  only  quite  recently  that  the  word 
*'  reasonable,"  which  is  to  be  found  iri  the 
padding  of  the  report  covering  the  clauses 
reccmmended  by  the  Premiers'  Conference, 
has  assumed  any  great  impcxtance. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  right  hon- 
orable member  call  it  "  padding?" 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  care 
what  it  is  called. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  something  that 
the  Premiers  themselves,  of  whom  the  right 
honorable  member  was  one,  inserted  in 
their  report. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  wish  the 
honorable  member  would  not  look  at^me  in 
such  a  hostile  way.  I  am  most  friendly 
disposed  towards  him  in  every  sense. 

Mr.  JoS£PH  CooR. — Upon  this  question 
I  am  afraid  that  the  right  honorable 
member  is  hostile. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  proposal  to  construct 
the  transcontinental  railway  was  not  incor- 
porated in  the  draft  Constitution,  and  yet 
we  have  sanctioned  a  survey  of  the  line. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  acted  in  the  way  that  he 
considered  right  towards  a  neighbouring 
State,  and  1  have  never  lost  an  opportunity 
of  saying  so.  I  have  always  declared  that 
in  regard  to  the  transcontinental  railway  he 
has  been  one  of  the  best  friends  of  Western 
Australia.  New  South  Wales  initiated  pro- 
ceedings in  connexion  with  the  selection  of 
the  Federal  Capital  by  appointing  the  late 
Oliver  to  report  upon  eligible  sites. 
He  reported  upon  Albury,  Tumut,  Bom- 
bala.  and  other  places.  It  was  not  imtil 
after  this  Parliament  had  actually  selected 
Dalgety  that  that  State  began  to  urge  ob- 
jections to  its  choice.  In  fact,  I  think  that 
the  action  of  the  Parliament  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales  means  not 
only  that  the  site  shall  be  in  that  State,  but 
that  its  Government  and  Parliament  shall 


approve  of  it.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydriey, 
as  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  never 
suggested  such  a  thing  at  the  Premiers' 
C<Miference. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  suggest  it  now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  had  no  recol- 
lection whatever  of  the  word  **  reaswiable  " 
being  embodied  in  the  report  of  that  Con- 
ference until  SOTnebody  unearthed  it  years 
afterwards.  After  the  Conference  had  ter- 
minated, I  did  not  again  study  the  repOTt. 
I  took  fcH*  my  guide  what  I  considered  em- 
bodied the  views  of  the  Conference,  namely, 
the  words  inserted  in  the  Constitutiwi.  But, 
after  all,  what  is  "reasonable?"  Can- 
berra is  supposed  to  be  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  Sydney,  and  Dalgety  is  not. 
But  thexe  is  <Hily  a  differerKe  of  93  miles 
betweoi  their  respective  distances  by  rail- 
way from  Sydney.  In  other  words,  203 
miles  is  regarded  as  a  "reasonable"  dis- 
tance fmn  that  city,  whilst  296  miles  is 
not. 

Mr.  Reid.— Dalgety  is  within  20  miles 
of  the  farthest  point  from  Sydney  in  that 
direction. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Delegate,  near 
the  border  of  Victoria,  is  quite  50  miles  from 
Dalgety.  But  the  right  honorable  member 
knows  very  well  that  it  is  farther  frran  Syd- 
ney to  Tooma  and  Albury  than  it  is  from 
Sydney  to  Dalgety.  I  repeat  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  htxiorable  members,  203 
miles  is  considered  a  "  reasonable  "  distance 
frcnn  Sydney,  whilst  296  miles  is  considered 
an  "  unreasonable  "  distance.  Ninety-three 
miles  makes  all  the  difference,  according  to 
their  views.  -Now,  aRhough  I  do  not  re- 
gard Dalgety  as  an  ideal  site — ^in  many 
ways  I  can  imagine  a  better  one — I  still  be- 
lieve that  it  is  the  best  (rf  the  sites  which 
have  been  submitted,  and  that,  taking  it  all 
round,  it  far  surpasses  Canberra.  I  regret 
that  I  should  have  had  to  take  a  rather 
prominent  part  in  connexion  with  this 
Capital  Site  question,  because  it  has 
brought  me  into  conflict  of  opinion  with 
honcvable  members  in  this  House  with 
whom  I  do  not  desire  to  be  in  conflict. 
However,  I  was  unavoidably  drawn  into 
the  matter  in  my  capacity  as  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs,  when  I  was  asked  to  report 
upon  certain  sites.  After  I  ceased  to  be 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  I  was  asked  to 
visit  Lyndhurst,  and  last  year  I  was 
specially  requested  by  Mr.  Carruthers,  the 
then  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  to 
visit  Canberra,  ^^^^^f^^^o^^ 
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as  to  its  eligibility.  I  complied  with 
these  requests ;  and,  because  I  have 
given  hcxiwable  members  the  benefit 
of  my  experience,  I  am  re|[arded  by 
some  as  adverse  to  the  interests  of  New 
South  Wales.  I  have  no  axe  to  grind — no 
feeling  in  the  matter ;  the  selection  of  the 
Capital  Site  will  not  in  any  way  affect  me, 
or  the  State  I  represent.  But  this  is  a 
questitm  on  which  we  are  all  expected  to 
express  our  views  to  the  best  of  our  ability ; 
and  if  we  possess  any  special  knowledge 
CHI  such  a  questitxi  to  give  Parliament  the 
advantage  of  it.  I  have  not  asked  any 
one  to  vote  in  the  way  that  I  vote.  I 
have  not  asked  any  hcmorable  member  in 
the  comer  where  I  sit  to  vote  with  me, 
nor  did  I  make  any  such  request  when  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Government.  I  shall 
exercise  my  vote  in  the  way  my  judgment 
dictates,  leaving  others  to  do  the  same. 
Let  us,  however,  go  back  to  1898,  just 
after  the  Federal  Convention,  and  see 
what  was  done  by  the  New  South  Wales 
Government,  of  which  the  right  honor- 
able member  few  East  Sydney  was  Pre- 
mier. On  the  i2th  October,  1898,  amongst 
a  number  of  resolutions  in  view  of  the 
forthcoming  Premiers'  Conference,  the 
right  bworable  gentleman  moved  one  to 
the  effect  that  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament d^tred  to  submit  for  the  ccxi- 
sideration  of  the  other  States  "  that  clause 
135  should  be  amended,  and  piovisicHi 
made  in  the  Bill  for  the  establishment  of 
the  Federal  Capital  in  such  place  within 
the  boundaries  of  New  South  Wales  as 
the  Federal  Parliament  may  determine." 
Surely  those  words  are  clear  mough. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  That  resolutbn  did  not 
bar  Sydney ;  but  subsequentW,  on  the  bar- 
ring of  Sydney,  other  w<Mr<k  w&k  added 
in  the  Conference,  and  gave  rise  to  a  new 
situaticxi. 

Sir  JOHN  FORKEST.— I  may  say 
that  the  ri^t  honorable  gentleman,  when 
he  submitted  that  resolution  to  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  on  12th  Octo- 
ber, 1898,  appeared  to  be  ill  at  ease, 
if  I  may  judge  from  reading-  his 
speech.  The  right  honorable  gentleman 
had  been  to  the  Federal  Convention,  and 
had  discussed  this  question  as  the  leader 
of  the  New  South  Wales  delegates ;  and  he 
did  not  seem  to  be  desirous  of  interfering, 
if  he  cx»ild  avcud  it,  with  the  work  of  the 
Convention.  He  made  all  sorts  of  excuses 
for  submitting  that  motion ;  he  said  that  he 
admitted  he  cud  not  like  dcnng  so,  and  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  if  Queensland  were  in 


the  Federation  —  Queensland  not  having 
been  represented  at  the  Convention — "  the 
position  would  have  been  considerably  dif- 
ferent." With  that  resolution,  and  many 
others,  the  right  honcarable  gentleman  came 
to  the  Premiers'  Conference,  and  urged^ 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do,,  in  the  most  per- 
suasive way,  that  the  Seat  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  should  be  in  New 
South  Wales.  That  was  agreed  to,  prin- 
cipally, I  think,  because  it  was  thought 
that  such  a  concession  would  very  much 
help  to  obtain  a  vote  in  favour  of  Fede- 
ration by  the  people  of  that  State.  On 
the  i2th  October,  1898,  as  reported  cai 
page  1340  of  volume  94  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Hemsard,  the  right  honorable  gen- 
tleman said — 

I  admit  at  once  that  If  we  were  to  go  fur- 
ther- 
that  is,  further  than  saving  that  the  Capital 
should  be  in  New  South  Wales — 

and  endeavour  ourselves  to  decide  in  wlmt  par- 
ticular spot  in  this  great  Coloay,  bordering 
three  other  Colonies,  the  Capital  of  the  Com- 
monwealth should  be  fixed,  we  should  absolutely 
cease  to  have  any  justification.  I  am  prepared 
to  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment the  arrangement  as  to  the  particular  spot 
m  this  great  Colony  where  the  Capital  should 
be  fixed.  I  am  prepared  absolutely  to  leave 
that  to  the  Federal  Parliament. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear.  •  But  the  Pre- 
miers barred  Sydney,  and  then  I  had  to 
say  that,  at  any  rate,  the  Federal  Capital 
must  be  a  reasonable  distance  frwn  Sid- 
ney. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— And  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  apparently  thinks  that 
a  distance  of  203  miles  is  reasonable,  while 
a  distance  of  296  miles  is  not. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  that  a  difference  of 
100  mites,  which  places  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal at  the  borders  of  another  State,  is  in 
an  unreasonable  direction.  How  much 
further  could  we  get  in  an  unreasonable 
direction  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  shall  show 
directly.  The  Seat  of  Government  Bill 
was  passed,  and  Dalgety  was  decided 
upOT.  At  the  time  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  was  Prime  Min- 
ister of  the  Commonweaith,  and  it  appears 
that  while  he  was  Prime  ^finister  he  and 
the  then  Minister  for  Home  Affairs,  the 
honorable  member  for  Nwth  Sydney,  had 
an  interview  with  the  then  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales,  Mr.  Carrutheis.  which  was 
reported  to  the  Parliament  of  New  South 
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in  the  New  South  Wales  Hansard,  page 
4810.     Mr.  Camithers  said — 

Interviews  took  place  between  Mr.  Reid,  Mr. 
Dugald  Thomson,  and  myself — the  result  was 
that  Mr.  Reid  and  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  stated 
that  the  Seat  of  Government  Act  1904,  passed 
by  the  Federal  Parliament,  was,  in  regard  to 
the  selection  of  Dalgety  as  a  site,  mandatory, 
final,  and  landing  on  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales— that  the  terms  of  that  Act  fixing  the 
area  at  900  square  miles,  with  access  to  the 
sea,  were  open  to  discussion,  but  that  the  loca. 
tion  of  the  territory  at  Dalgety  was  mandatory, 
final,  and  binding  on  New  South  Walei  as  well 
as  on  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Reid. — Not  on  New  South  Wales. 
How  could  it  be?  No  doubt  it  is  bind- 
ing, so  long  as  it  remains  law. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  quoting 
from  the  New  South  Wales  Hansard  the 
words  used  by  Mr.  Carruthers,  the  thm 
Premier  of  New  ScHith  Wales. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  selection  was  not  bind- 
ing on  New  South  Wales.  The  people 
of  that  State  could  agitate  ior  a  re-open- 
ing of  the  question. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Again,  on  the 
15th  December,  1904,  after  the  Bill  had 
been  passed,  the  right  honorable  gentleman, 
M  hen  he  was  Prime  Minister,  said  in  this 
House- 
It  is  my  earnest  wish  that  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  shall  be  carried  out  loyally  on 
both  sides.  If  they  are,  the  Federal  Capital 
will  be  established  m  New  South  Wales  at  no 
distant  date,  but,  just  as  it  is  possible  for  the 
Federal  Parliament  in  its  treatment  of  the  sub- 

i'ect  to  so  act  that  there  will  be  no  Capital  in 
few  South  Wales  within  a  reasonable  time,  it 
is  possible  for  the  Government  and  Parliament 
of  New  South  Wales  to  so  act  that  there  will 
be  no  Federal  -  Capital  in  New  South  Wales 
within  a  reasonable  time,  unless  we  have  an 
inherent  right  to  select  the  Capital  by  our  own 
will.  That  is  a  question  of  serious  importance 
which  I  hope  will  never  have  to  be  considered. 
I  hope  that  those  who  have  this  matter  at  heart 
will  rest  satisfied  that  the  Government  will 
loyally  regard  the  decision  of  this  Parliament, 
unless  it  is  rescinded,  and,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  any  attempt  to  rescind  it  will  meet 
with  my  strongest  opposition. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is,  I  would  not  change 
for  a  worse  site;  but  if  I  cxmld  be  shown 
a  better  site,  I  should  have  ripped  up  the 
decision  in  a  minute.  At  that  time,  there 
was  no  prospect  of  Canberra  —  it  was 
Tooma  then. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Dalgety  was 
the  site  fixed  in  the  Bill. 

Sir.  Reid. — But  it  was  desired  to  have 
Tooma,  and  I  adhered  to  Dalgety. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— This  is  not  a 
party  or  a  State  questi<xi.    It  is  a  national 

"^stion;  because  it  is  of  the  greatest 


importance  that  the  Federal  Capital  shall 
be  on  the  best  site  possible  in  New  South 
Wales,  so  that  those  who  come  after  us 
shall  applaud  our  chcuce.  The  presoit 
difficulty  with  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment and  Parliament  was  never  ftwe- 
seen  by  any  of  us.  It  was  never  contem- 
plated in  the  early  days  of  this  Parliament 
that,  after  we  had  selected  a  site,  there 
would  be  any  objections  raised  on  the  ipart 
of  the  Government  of  New  South  Wales. 
It  was  only  recently  that  the  late  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales  seemed  to  take  such 
an  idea  into  his  head  j  and  from  that  time 
forth  there  has  been  trouble  and  delay. 
All  this  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  be- 
cause a  great  deal  of  harm  has  been  done 
even  to  Federation  and  to  the  Federal 
Parliament.  I  feel  that  It  would  be  al- 
inost  better  to  defer  the  questim  for  some 
time — until,  say,  we  can  think  more  feder- 
ally than  we  do  at  presoit.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  Commonwealth  Parlia- 
ment should  sit  in  Sydney  for .  the 
next  decade  in  order  to  avoid  the 
present  unpleasant  position.  The  reading 
of  the  Constituticffi  is  as  clear  as  possible ; 
it  never  was  intended  other  than  that  this 
Parliament  should  have  the  settlement  of 
the  site  for  the  Seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  association  with 
the  Parliament  of  New  South  Wales. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  idea 
was  never  in  the  minds  of  the  Premiers 
who  inserted  the  provision  in  the  Cmsti- 
tution.  No  sixrh  idea,  I  venture  to  say,  was 
in  the  mind  of  the  right  hcxiorable  member 
for  East  Sydney,  when  he  was  so  earnestly 
and  persuasively  urging  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ference that  words  should  be  inserted  in 
the  Constitution  providing  that  the  Seat 
of  Government  should  be  in  New  South 
Wales.  The  Premiers  might  fairly  have 
assumed  that  the  New  South  Wales  Par- 
liament and  people  would  be  gratified  to 
have  the  Capital  within  th«r  borders,  and 
would  be  only  too  willing,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Government  of  Victoria,  to  give  the 
Federal  Government  and  Parliament  every 
concession  and  help.  It  was  never  thought 
that  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament  and 
Government  would  ask  for  a  cwicessiOT  not 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  and  that, 
having  got  it,  they  would  not  then  be  satis- 
fied, but  would  insist  on  being  permitted  to 
select  the  locality  of  the  site  for  the 
Capital  City.  In  effect,  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  and  Parliament  say, 
"  No  site  will  be  regarded  as  suitable 
which  is  not  aPP«>S«5,b^,€:6ogle 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^They  do  not  say 
anvthing  of  the  kind. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— But  that  is 
what  their  action  amounts  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  do  not  sug- 
gest a  site  nearly  300  miles  away. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— There  is  no 
site  that  has  been  recommended  by  any  one 
that  is  as  good  as  Dalgety,  nearer  to 
Sydney,  in  my  opinion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes,  there  is. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Then  it  has 
not  been  put  forward.  I  should  not  ob- 
ject to  the  site  being  a  good  deal  closer  to 
Sydney,  if  we  could  get  a  site  with  the 
same  water  supply,  and  other  advantages 
that  are  (possessed  bv  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  alx>ut  Yass? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Yass  is  fo  high, 
I  believe,  that  a  water  supply  by  gravitation 
is  impossible.  I  6nd  that  the  strongest 
opponents  to  certain  of  the  sites  mentioned 
are  those  who  have  never  ^d  any  visits 
qf  inspecticm,  but  are  quite  willing  to 
ccKubat  the  views  of  others  who  have  taken 
that  trouble.  Data  are  very  valuable,  but 
the  advantages  of  a  personal  inspection 
cannot  be  over-estimated.  I  have  visited 
all  the  sites  but  Tooma,  having  been  to 
Dalgety  twice,  and  to  Canberra  once. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  long  did  the 
right  honorable  member  spend  at  Canberra  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  spent  a  day 
at  Canberra,  and  visited  the  junction  of 
the  Cotter  River  with  the  Murrumbidgee 
River,  and  two  or  three  days  at  Dalgety. 
Tooma  is  far  nexurer  Melbourne  than 
Sydney,  and  only  r,ooo  feet  above  sea 
level.  Therefore  that  site  does  not  com- 
mend itself  to  me. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  20  miles  nearer 
Sydrjev  than  Dalgety  is. 

Sir  '  JOHN  FORREST.— It  may  be 
nearer  in  a  str.iight  line,  but  by  existing 
routes  it  is  not  so  near.  By  the  existing 
railway  the  distance  to  Tumut  is  322  miles, 
and  ToOTia  must  be  50  miles  further,  so 
that  Tooma  is,  by  existing  railway  and 
road,  372  miles,  as  against  Dalgety  296 
miles.  One  would  have  thought  that 
the  New  South  Wales  Government,  if 
in  earnest  about  the  Canberra  site,  would 
have  done  what  I  did  in  regard  to  the- 
other  sites,  where  contour  surveys  were 
made  to  ascertain  their  suitability  for  town 
purposes.  We  were  not  ctxitent  with  an 
aneroid  examination. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  aneroid  readings  at 
Canberra  have  since  been  checked  by  rough 
surveys. 


Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  not  seen 
the  report. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  has  been  published. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.-I  am  rather 
surprised  that  Dalgety  is  objected  to  be- 
cause of  its  distance  from  Sydney,  seeing 
that  the  honorable  member  for  South  Svd- 
ney  was  in  favour  of  the  Batlow  site, 
which  is  about  20  miles  south  of  Tumut, 
and  about  340  miles  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  Watson. — Batlow  is  not  200  miles 
from  Sydney  in  a  straight  line. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— One  cannot 
travel  between  the  two  places  in  a  straight 
line.  Of  course,  Dalgety  is  also  nearer  by 
a  straight  line  than  it  is  by  the  present 
routes.  Then  the  Treasurer  voted  for  the 
Albury  site,  which  is  392  miles  from  Syd- 
ney. A  number  of  honorable  members 
supported  the  Tumut  site,  among  them 
being  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney, who  was  also  in  favour  of  Batlow. 

Mr.  Watson. — Batlow  is  nearer  to 
Tumut,  but  it  was  the  Batlow.  not  tTie 
Tumut,  site  that  T  supported. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— By  the  exit  - 
ing railway  Tumut  is  322  miles  from 
Sydney.  All  three  sites  are  further  away 
from  Sydney  than  is  Dalgety,  which  is 
only  296  miles  away.  I  have  this  adyan- 
tage  or  disadvantage  in  dealing  with  the 
question,  that  I  have  put  my  pen  to  paper, 
so  that  every  tme  knows  mv  opinions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  honorable 
member  made  only  tme  day's  visit  to  C;in- 
berra,  and  had  not  the  advantage  of  any 
surveys. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  visited  Dal- 
gety  on  two  occasions,  and  spent  peyeral 
days  there.  I  was  also  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  exhaustive  surveys,  which  hnd 
been  made  to  ascertain  the  contour  of  the 
site  and  the  nature  of  the  water  sup- 
ply. On  the  15th  April.  1904,  I  wrote  a 
report  on  mv  visit  to  Dalgety,  concludinjr 
with  the  following  passage — 

The  snowy  mountain  of  Kosciusco  is  situatcfi 
about  40  miles  from  Dalgety,  and,  in  the 
event  of  a  Federal  City  being  built,  the  Snowy 
Mountains  and  Slount  Kosciusco,  which  has 
an  altitude  of  7,738  feet  above  the  sea,  the 
highest  point  on  the  Australian  continent,-  will 
be  an  everlasting  interest  and  pleasure  to  visi- 
tors and  tourists,  as  well  as  to  its  residents. 
Viewed  from  the  standard  of  the  factors  set 
forth  ....  the  Dalgety  Site,  in  my 
opinion,  fulfils  the  qualifications  to  a  larger 
extent  than  any  other  Site  in  the  Southern. 
Monaro  or  Tumut  districts  under  the  four  head- 
ings (r),  (/),  and  and  under  no  factor 
is  it  inferior  to  any  of  tI><i^J»?ISjjT.lt>l>a8  also 
by  far  the  best  «i^re(tdpplji,CtMt!alCthe  most 


10334  Seat  of         [REPRESENTATIVES.]      Govenmeni  m. 


picturesque  of  all  the  Sites  examined.  It  in 
also  couvcDieotly  situated  between  Sydnej*  and 
Melbourne,  and  when  railway  commtmication 
is  made  between  Cooma  and  Baimsdale  will 
be  only  eight  or  nine  hours  from  Sydaey  and 
Melbourne.  It  would  attract  visitors  and 
tourists  from  all  parts  of  Australia  in  the  sum- 
mer, by  reason  of  its  climate,  the  attractions 
of  the  Snowy  Mountains,  and  the  fishing  in  the 
Snowy  River. 

The  headings  there  menticHied  refer  to  the 
abundant  water  supplv,  the  availability  of 
water  powo-  for  generating  electricity,  and 
the  advantages  for  recreation,  sport,  and 
beauty  obtained  by  a  water  frontage.  I 
also  visited  Canberra  at  the  earnest  request 
of  the  ex- Premier  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  of  it  I  wrote — 

It  will  he  seen  that,  in  my  judgment,  Can- 
berra does  not  favorably  compare  with  Dal- 
gety  in  the  factors  of  abundant  water  supply ; 
in  water  power  for  generating  electricity  for 
light,  for  railways  and  tramways,  and  for  all 
mechanical  apphances;  in  water  frontages  to 
It  perennial  rirer  capable  of  being  made  into 
a  deep  lake  lo  miles  long  of  ever-running 
water;  in  commanding  approach  and  sites  for 
public  buildings;  and  in  being  within  40 
miles  of  the  highest  range  on  the  Australian 
Continent,  Which  culminates  in  Mount  Kos* 
ciusco,  7,338  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  hcmor- 
abie  member  thought  himself  capable  of 
judging  as  to  the  water  supply  of  Canberra 
after  one  short  visit.  It  took  a  trained  en- 
gineer a  month  to  investigate  the  subject. 
The  honorable  niember  went  there  with  his 
mind  made  up. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  an  un- 
generous remark.  I  had  all  the  reports  of 
the  surveyors  and  engineers  at  that  dafte, 
which  is  only  a  year  ago — nothing  new  has 
teen  obtained. since. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  report  iodks 
like  it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber feels  that  he  discovered  Dalgety,  and 
that,  no  doubt,  makes  him  take  a  more 
favorable  view  of  its  advantages. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Every  one 
knows  that  the  Snowy  River  is  one  of  the 
finest  streams  in  Australia,  and  that  it 
furnishes  a  perennial  wat»  supply.  As  to 
arcfssibiliity,  I  say  at  once  that,  although 
I  regard  Dalgety  as  the  best  site,  it  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  one  ntost  difficult  of  access 
from  Melbourne  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  doiibt  about 
that. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Why  should  the 
people  of  Melbourne  lie  penalized  ? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—I  have  no 
motive  other  than  public  duty  in  advocat- 
T^algety ;  I  merely  wish  to  do  what  is. 


in  my  judgnient,  best  in  the  interests  of 
the  Commonwealth.  Dalgety  will  not 
always  be  as  hard  of  access  from  Mel- 
bourne as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Why  has  the  right  hon- 
orable member  flouted  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  in  this  mat- 
ter? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—I  have  not 
desired  to  do  so.  Referring  to  Canberra, 
and  Dalgety,  I  have  written — 

By  the  existing  railway  Canberra  is  93  miles 
nearer  to  Sydney  than  Dalgety,  and  311  miles 
nearer  to  Sydney  than  to  Melbourne.  Can- 
berra is  303  miles  by  the  existing  railway  from 
Sydney,  and  Dalgety  is  396  miles  from  Sydney. 
The  aistance  from  Melbourne  to  Canberra  by 
the  present  railway,  vtd  Goulbum  and  Queao- 
beyan,  is  514  miles,  and  to  Dalgety,  ltd  Goul- 
bum,  Queanbeyan,  and  Cooma  the  distance  by 
existing  railway  from  Melbourne  is  607  miles, 
but  by  constructing  a-  loop  line  of  railway  from 
Yass  to  Queanbeyan,  a  distance  of  48  miles, 
railway  communication  would  be  provided  for 
Canberra  from  Sydney  303  miles,  and  from 
Melbouroe  435  miles.  When  the  railway  is 
constructed  from  Cooma  to  Baimsdale — ■ 

I  do  n<^  think  that  I  would  recommend 
Dalgety,  if  it  were  to  be  always  situated 
as  it  is  now — 

the  distance  from  Sydney  to  Dalgety  will  be 
2q6  miles,  and  from  Mclboume,  vtd  Baims- 
dale, 353  miles,  and  these  two  great  cities  would 
in  that  case  be  fairly  equally  distant  from  the 
Federal  Seat  of  Government,  which,  in  itself, 
would  be  a  matter  of  immense  public  conveni< 
cnce. 

Mr.  Bruce  Suitr. — It  is  estimated 
that  such  a  railway  would  cost  ^^'2, 000,000. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.—I  have  been 
through  the  country  from  Baimsdale,  vi^ 
Orbost  and  Delegate,  and  I  see  no  in- 
superable difikulty  in  building  this  rail- 
way, and  am  sure  that  all  that  country 
will  not  foe  left  unutilized  and  waste  for 
long.  The  line  must  be  made  within 
a  short  time,  for  without  a  railway  that 
large  part  of  Victoria  must  remain  imde- 
veloped.  Until  a  railway  from  Baimsdale 
to  Dalgety  is  constructed,  the  latter 
will  be  607  miles  from  Melbourne  by 
rail,  whereas  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales  will  have  to  travel  by 
rail  only  296  miles  frOm  Sydney  in  order 
to  reach  it. 

Mr.  Johnson.— And,  according  to  the 
right  honorable  member,  that  railwa^^  is  to 
be  OMistructed  almost  immediately. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  do  not  know 
what  are  the  intentions  of  the  Victorian  Go- 
vernment ;  but  I  feel  confident  that  it  will 
be  ccmstructed  in  the  early  future.  Before 
Dalgety  will  be  cansferaelE^^OO^w  for 
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the  people  of  Melbourne,  a  railway  from 
Baimsdale  to  Dalgety  will  have  to  be  ccm- 
structed.  When  the  extensifxi  of  the  rail- 
way from  Cooma  to  Dalgety,  31  miles,  is 
constructed,  the  distance  from  Sydney  to 
Dalgety  by  rail  will  then  be  296  miles,  and 
from  Dalgety  to  Melbourne,  via  Bairns- 
dale.  353  miles.  It  is  desirable  that  a  sub- 
stantial line  on  which  trains  may  travel  at 
high  speed  shall  be  built. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Such  a  line 
could  not  be  constructed  over  such  rough 
country. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST— I  think  that  it 
could.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  expen- 
diture. The  CommonwealUi  might 'fairly 
help  the  States  to  build  substantial  lines  of 
railway  to  the  Federal  Capital.  This  is 
not  the  first  occasion  on  whidi  such  a  sug- 
gestion has  been  made,  and  I  certainly 
think  that  it  would  be  reasonable  for  tl^ 
Commcxiwealth  to  assist  the  States  to  con- 
struct more  substantial  lines  than  their 
own  nequironents  would  demand.  For 
instance*  the  line  fn»n  Goulburn  to  Cooma 
is  a  very  light  one,  over  which  trains  could 
not  travel  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  A 
considerably  increased  expenditure  would  be 
invdved  in  laying  down  a  fast  line  from 
Goulburn  to  Cooma  and  Dalgety,  and 
thence  to  Orbost  and  Baimsdale.  The 
Commonwealth  mi^t  well,  therefore,  assist 
the  States  in  placmg  the  Federal  Cajntal 
on  the  high  road  bfSween  the  great  cities 
of  Sydney  and  Melbourne.  I  see  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  one  of  the 
finest  railways  in  the  world  from  Melbourne, 
via  Baimsdale,  to  Sydnev,  vid  the  Federal 
Capital. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  no  dif- 
ficulty, except  the  nature  of  the  country. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  been 
over  the  country,  and  do  not  share  the  hon- 
orable member's  view.  A  large  portion 
of  the  territory  to  be  traversed  would  be 
suitable  for  closer  settlement. 

Mr.  Watson. — Railway  engineers  do 
not  think  much  of  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  noticed  land 
suitable  f<H-  closer  settlement,  and  also  an 
area  of  auriferous  country.  In  oxiclusion, 
I  must  say  that  I  have  not  appreciated  the 
interjections  of  honorable  members.  In  lis- 
tening to  them,  one  would  think  that  I  had 
some  ultericff  purpose  in  view,  and  had  no 
deure  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales,  ^ye  often  differ 
in  this  House,  and  there  is  no  sub- 


ject upra  which  we  might  more  fully 
be  expected  to  differ  than  this.  No 
one  can  surely  suggest  that  in  sup- 
porting the  selection  of  Dalgety  I  am  seek- 
ing to  please  my  own  constituents,  or  in- 
deed anybody ;  my  desire  is  only  that  the 
Parliament  shall  arrive  at  the  best  and  most 
satisfactory  decision.  I  regret  that  I  have 
been  forced  into  a  position  in  which  I  am 
brought  into  controversy  with  others  with 
wtKHn  I  desire  to  be  on  the  best  of  terms, 
and  to  work  with  under  the  most  friendly 
conditions.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  from  my 
friends  the  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  New  South  Wales.  I  wish  I  could  vote 
with  them.  If  I  consulted  my  personal 
wishes  I  should  do  so,  but  I  could  not 
honestly  or  consistently  say  by  my  vote 
that  I  prefer  Canberra  to  Dalgety  as  the 
site  for  the  future  capital  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [5.32]. 
— It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  number 
of  circumstances  which  justify  the  re- 
opening of  this  question.  A  little  time 
ago,  when  the  matter  was  discussed  in  this 
House,  the  ixxiOTable  m^ber  for  Eden- 
Mcmaro  said  that  in  my  desire  to  have  it 
re^<q>ened  I  was  ^nng  back  upon  a  state- 
ment which  I  had  made,  whilst  holding  office 
some  four  years  ago,  that  the  Capital 
Site  had  '  been  dealt  with  finally. 
I  think  it  well  to  detain  the  House  for  a 
mcxnent  or  two  while  I  point  out  what  I 
did  say  on  the  occasion  in  question.  With 
fJartsard  before  me,  I  deny  absolutely  that 
I  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  question 
was  finally  settled.  What  I  did  say  was 
that  in  view  of  the  circumstaiKes  then  ex- 
isting— the  fact  that  an  amendment  was 
before  the  Cliair  to  uijset  a  vote  taken  only 
a  few  minutes  previously — the  Govern- 
ment of  which  I  was  leader  could  not 
countenance  any  such  reversal  as  was  pro- 
posed. A  majority  of  honorable  members 
had  decided  to  choose  the  south-eastern 
district  of  New  South  Wales,  which  in- 
cludes Bombala  and  Dalgety,  as  the  site 
for  the  Federal  Capital.  Within  a  few 
minutes  after  that  decision  had  been 
arrived  at,  an  amendment  was  moved  to 
include  the  Tooma  distrkt  in ,  the 
Bill.  I  had  always  been  opposed  to 
Tooma,  but  apart  Uom  my  personal  pre- 
dilection it  seemed  to  me  that  in  view  of 
the  vote  arrived  at  only  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore, we  were  cMnpelled  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  House,  fully  and  freely  ex- 
pressed.       D,-,,^,^  by  Google 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  answer  to  all 
such  criticism  is  that  it  has  taken  the  pre- 
sent Government  three  years  to  take  one 
step  towards  finally  settling  the  questicxi. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  prefaced  my  observa- 
tions with  the  statement  that  there  were 
grave  reasons  for  attempting  to  ascertain 
whether  the  decision  arrived  at  some  four 
years  ago  was  still  the  determination  of 
this  Parliament.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
any  one  will  accuse  me  of  joining  in  the 
chorus  raised  by  some  people  in  New  South 
Wales  about  the  sacrifices  that  have  been 
made  by  that  State  in  the  interests  of  Fede- 
ration. I  have  always  attempted  to  hold 
the  Federal  banner  loyally  aloft  in  that 
State  during  the  whole  time  that  I  have 
bem  one  of  its  representatives  in  this  Par- 
liament. I  have  steadfastly  deprecated  any 
attempt  to  introduce  parodiialism  into  the 
consideration  of  Federal  questions.  But 
a  man  would  indeed  be  blind  if,  knowing 
anything  of  the  condititms  existing  in  New 
South  Wales  to-day,  he  did  not  acknow- 
ledge that  there  is,  if  not  a  majority,  at 
all  events  a  strong  minority  of  the  people 
of  that  State  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with 
the  position  in  respect  to  the  Capital.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  that  dissatisfaction 
exists  amongst  a  very  strong  minority, 
if  not  a  majority,  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Is  this  not  a  Federal 
question  within  the  limits  of  t^ie  Constitu- 
tion? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  hope  to  be  able  to 
show  that  the  Federal  advantage  is  IxHmd 
up  with  the  re-opening  of  this  question,  and 
I  trust  that  in  dealing  with  it  the  honorable 
member  will  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  Fede- 
ral, and  not  the  parochial,  aspect  dictated 
by  tbe  Age  and  Argus.  In  order  to  secure 
the  successful  working  of  a  Constitution 
such  as  ours,  our  first  aim  should  be  to 
remove  any  legitimate  causes  of  frictiwi 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  States. 
A  bargain  was  made  in  respect  of  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  Site.  I  was  prepared  when  the 
Constitution  Bill  was  before  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  to  trust  the  Federal  Par- 
liament to  determine  the  site  of  the  Federal 
Capital ;  I  was  quite  prepared  to- accept  the 
ConstituticHi  without  an^  restricticms  at  all 
in  tiiat  regard  if  provision  were  made  in  it 
for  certain  other  matters.  A  large  number 
of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  how- 
ever, disagreed  with  that  view,  and  a  bar- 
gdn  was  made  in  the  terms  set  forth  by  ^e 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney. 
who  was  then  leader  of  the  Government  of 
1^  South  Wales,  and  was  responsible  at 


the  time  for  tiie  activity  which  brought 
Federation  into  existence.  The  feeling  now 
in  existence  in  New  South  Wales  is  that 
that  bargain  has  not  been  honoured  by  the 
selecticxi  of  Dalgety.  It  is  held  that  Dal- 
gety  is  removed  ixota  New  South  Wales  in- 
fluence, that  it.  is  practically  cut  off  from 
the  centre  of  commercial  and  political  ac- 
tivity in  that  State,  and  that  its  setecti(»i 
therefore  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  agreement  which  was  entered  into. 
When  the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
taunts  me  with  having  voted  for  Batlow, 
which  is  distant,  as  the  crow  flies,  less  than 
200  miles  from  Sydney,  I  feel  constrained 
to  reply  that,  unlike  him,  I  am  not  bound 
by  the  terms  of  any  agreement.  I  was  not 
9.  party  to  an  agreement  that  the  capital 
must  be  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
Sydney.  Even  if  I  were  so  bound,  I  could 
still  vote  for  Batlow,  which  is  less  than 
200  miles  from  Sydney^  and  yet  keep  more 
nearly  to  the  agreement  to  wbidi  the  right 
h(Hiorable  member  put  his  name  than  the 
right  htmorable  member  is  doing.  It  is 
considerably  nearer  Sydney  than  is  Dalgety. 
and  in  every  respect  is  more  in  touch  with 
it.  That  being  so,  if  I  were  bound  by  the 
agreement,  I  should  feel  that  in  voting  ior 
Batlow  I  should  more  nearly  confOTm  to 
the  COTiditions  of  that  agreement  than  the 
right  honcH'able  member  will  do  by  voting 
for  Dalgety.  His  attitude  is  to  me  ak^a- 
lutely  inexplicable.  That  an  honorable 
member  shcHild  urge  the  Federal  Parliament 
to  h<xiour  an  agreement  whidi  at  the  best 
was  (xily  a  verb^  we — refer  to  the  agree- 
ment with  regard  to  the  construction  of  the 
transcontinental  railway  to  KalgO(H-lie — 
that  he  should  dilate  in  the  most  poetic 
terms  upon  the  necessity  of  hcHiouring  the 
bond  and  respecting  what  was  at  the  most 
only  a  verbal  agreement  

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  am  not  a  dodger 
— I  am  not  a  log-roller. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Tight  honorable 
member  has  no  right  to  apply  those  terms 
to  me. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  is  insinuating  that  because  he  was 
generous  to  me,  I  should  be  generous  to 
him. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  want  gener- 
osity from  the  right  honorable  member.  I 
demand  simple  justice.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  used  every  legitimate  ar> 
gument  to  urge  upon  honorable  members  the 
desirableness  of  Ixxiouring  what  he  regarded 
as  an  understanding  with  the  .people  of 
Western  Austranat,,g,TJ?ft^J©eBCT^Kto  ^ 
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occasi<xi,  and  met  him  generously  in  that 
connauc»i.  But  now,  when  he  is  con- 
fi(Mited  with  his  own  signature  to  an  agree- 
ment, he  finds  a  thousand  rea&ons  for  back- 
ing out  of  it. 

Sir  Joan  FoKBEST. — ^The  honorable 
member  is  insinuating  discreditable  conduct 
<m  my  part. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  a  most  curious 
lapse  on  the  part  of  the  right  honorable 
member.  To  me  it  is  inexplicable  that  he 
— who  made  so  much  of  a  bargain  being 
kept  in  regard  to  his  own  State  

Xfr.  Reid. — In  regard  to  the  people  of 
Western  Australia. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Exactly.  I  recollect, 
the  right  honorable  member  threatening, 
only  a  short  time  ago,  that  if  the  bargain 
in  respect  of  the  transomtinental  railway 
were  not  kept,  he  would  head  a  secession 
movement. 

Sir  John  Forrest: — When  was  that? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Whilst  the  right  hon- 
orable member  was  in  office,  and  sat  upcm 
the  Treasury  Bench. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  never  said  that 
1  would  "head"  the  movement. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
member  said  that  be  would  throw  his  in- 
fluence in  that  direction,  and  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  a  man  like  himself  who  has 
proved  his  capacity  on  many  a  hard-fought 
field  would  be  at  the  head  of  any  movement 
with  which  he  was  identified. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^There  is  no  analogy 
between  the  two  positions.  The  right  hon- 
orable member  for  Swan  denies  that  any 
bargain  was  entered  into  in  the  case  of  the 
Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Can  he  go  back  upon 
his  own  written  agreement?  H«e  are  the 
words  to  which  he  attached  his  signature. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^A  site  303  miles 
distant  from  Sydney  is  within  a  "  reason- 
able" distance  of  that  dty,  whilst  a  site 
within  2q6  miles  is  not. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  will  give  the  right 
honorable  member  my  interpretation  of  the 
word  "  reasonable  "  in  a  iwxnent.  It  may 
be  different  from  his  own. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Let  us  deal  with 
the  subject. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  must  deal  with  the 
right  honorable  member  first.  He  signed 
the  following  memorandum  explanatory  of 
the  amendments  in  the  draft  Constitution 
agreed  to  by  the  Conference  of  Premiers  in 
•Melbourne — 

It  is  considered  tliat  the  fixing  of  the  Site 
of  Capital  is  a  question  which  might  well  be 


left  to  the  Parliament  to  decide;  but,  in  view 
of  tlie  strong  expression  of  opiBtoD  in  relation 
to  this  matter  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
Premiers  have  modified  the  clause,  so  that  while 
the  Capital  cannot  be  fixed  at  Sydney,  or  in 
its  neighbourhood,  provision  is  made  in  the 
Constitution  for  its  establisbmcDt  in  New  South 
Wales  at  a  reasonable  distance  from  that  city. 

Mr.  TiLLEY    Brown. — Read  the  next 
paragraph. 
Mr.  WATSON.— It  reads— 
And  the  Premiers  have  therefore  agreed  that 
instead  of  the  old  clause  a  new  one  should  be 
substituted. 

Mr.  Wise. — What  was  the  new  clause 
to  which  they  agreed  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  incorporated  in 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Wise. — But  it  contains  no  refer- 
ence to  the  Federal  Capital  being  within  a 
"  reasonable"  distance  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  not  suggesting 
thst  honorable  members  who  were  not  a 
party  to  this  bargain  should  be  bound  bv 
it. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  Parliament  ought, 
to  be  bound  by  it? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  think  that  Parlia- 
ment should  endeavour  to  honour  a  bargain 
of  that  sort  if  it  posably  can.  BiA  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  now  at' 
tempts  to  bade  out  of  his  bargain  upon  the 
plea  that  Dalgety  is  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  Sydney.  If  to  go  away  from 
Sydney  as  far  as  one  possibly  can  is  to 
remain  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  it, 
language  must  have  changed  its  meaning 
during  recent  years. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Dalgety  is  not  so 
far  from  Svdney  as  is  Batlow. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  further  than  Bat- 
low.  The  surveyed  distance  from  Sydney 
to  Batlow  is  less  than  200  miles. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — -That  is  not  the  dis- 
tance bv  railway. 

Mr.  WATSON.— But  the  railway  takes 
an  eccentric  turn  to  the  west.  That,  how- 
ever, does  not  affect  the  question  at  all.  I 
wish  now  to  deal  with  a  most  improper 
breach  of  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the 
Premiers'  ConfCTWice  upon  the  part  of  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan.  He 
was  exceedingly  anxious  that  we  should  ob- 
sen'e  another  ngreemwt  which  was  not 
committed  to  writing,  in  regard  to  his  own 
State. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  have  never  sa:d 
that  there  was  an  agreement  in  respect  of 
the  matfter  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refers.  I  have  merely  quoted  the 
utterances  of  pnei^aegiCyhmO^l^Ldiduced 
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the  people  of  Western  Australia  ,  to  join 
the  Federation. 

Mr.  WATSOX.— The  right  honorable 
member  asked  us  to  honour  the  understand- 
ing upOT  whidi  Western  Australia  enteied 
tlw  FederaticHi.  Now  what  is  *'  reason- 
able"? I  should  say  that  those  gentlemen 
who  agreed  that  the  Federal  Capital 
should  be  within  a  "reascmable"  distance 
of  Sydney  meant  that  the  nearest  suitable 
ute^  the  100  miles  limit  should  be  chosen. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  arrangement  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  concession  to  that  State? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Precisely. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  why  'the 
horiorable  member  voted  for  Batlow. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
member  must  be  exceedingly  confused.  He 
forgets  that  I  am  not  bound  by  any  agree- 
ment. Those  who  were  parties  to  the 
agreement  arrived  at  by  the  Premiers'  Con- 
ference should  certainly  endeavour  to  give 
effect  to  it.  Other  honcMrable  members  are 
free  to  exercise  thdr  own  judgment  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why  was  not  this 
line  of  reasoning  adopted  years  ago? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  has  been  exceeded  in 
regard  to  a  written  contract  for  the  per- 
formance of  certain  obligatiMis.  The  fact 
that  the  agreement  was  not  stressed  by 
honorable  members  should  not  relieve  the 
right  honorable  member  of  his  respon- 
sibility. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  it  strange  that  it  was 
not  mentioned? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  should  prefer  that  it 
bad  been  merttiwied.  But  the  fact  that  the 
right  honorable  member's  creditor  did  not 
present  his  bill  within  a  few  days  would 
not  relieve  him  of  the  necessity  of  paying 
it.  In  my  view,  there  is  a  sufficient  de- 
gree of  irritation  upon  this  question 
throughout  New  South  Wales  to  compel  the 
attention  of  every  thoughtful  member  of 
this  House.  It  seems  to  me  desirable,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  that 
where\"er  possible,  friction  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  path  of  Federation.  While 
I  do  not  sympathize  with  all  the  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced  by  New  South 
Wales.  I  must  say  that  the  continuance  of 
the  existing  state  of  feeling  there — and  per- 
haps its  accentuation  in  the  near  future  by 
continued  litigation  regarding  the  respective 
-■"hts  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  State 


Governments — will  be  one  of  the  worst 
things  which  can  possibly  happen,  so  far  as 
Federation  is  concerned.  While  I  have 
no  sympathy  with  a  number  of  the  charges 
that  have  been  made  regarding  the  Com- 
monwealth, while  I  have  denied  them  and 
endeavoured  to  ridicule  th^  from  the 
public  platform,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
that  the  reiteration  of  those  grievances — 
and  particularly  the  grievance  in  respect 
of  the  Federal  Capital — tends  widely  to 
prejudice  the  views  of  many  pers(xis  in 
New  South  Wales  regarding  Federation. 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  oft»repeated  d^lu^on 
becomes  a  reality? 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  Yes.  The  easiest 
way  to  remove  a  disease  of  that  sort  is  to 
remove  its  cause. 

Mr.  Mahon. — To  pander  to  it. 

Mr.  WATSON. — It  may  be  very  heroic 
to  stand  up  and  say,  "We  will  adhere  to 
the  letter  of  our  power,  and  snap  our  fin- 
gers at  those  who  think  that  thev  are  being 
defrauded  of. their  just  claims."  But  1 
do  not  know  that  tiiat  is  the  way  to  insure 
that  this  Conuntmwealth  shall  secure  the 
best  results  to  the  people  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  There  are  men  in  New 
South  Wales  as  well  as  in  the  other  States. 

Mr.  WATSON. — But  to  meet  such  a 
feeling  we  should  not  be  justified  in  chock- 
ing for  the  Federal  Capital  a  site  which  is 
otherwise  unsuitable.  Those  representa- 
tives of  New  South  Wales  who  feel  that 
Dalgety  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  situation  have  the  respon»bility  cast 
upon  them  of  pointing  to  a  site  whidi  is 
suitable.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
proper  attitude  to  demand  from  those  who 
complain  of  the  treatment  to  which  New 
South  Wales  is  being  subjected.  Whilst 
we  should  not  sacrifice  one  iota  of  our  re- 
quirements in  connexion  with  the  site,  still 
I  hold  that  it  is  worth  the  while  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Parliament  to  consider  whether 
they  cannot — without  any  undue  surrender 
of  the  interests  of  Australia — remove  cmcc 
and  for  all  the  friction,  the  irritation,  and 
the  dissatisfaction  that  undoubtedly  exist 
in  respect  of  this  matter  in  the  mother 
State.  Now,  coming  to  the  question  im- 
mediately before  us,  there  can  be  no  pos- 
sible objection  to  a  comparison  of  the  sites 
under  review.  The  sites  have  been  nar- 
rowed down  to  very  few  ;  and.  so  far  as  one 
can  see,  there  are  only  three  that  have  anv 
chance  of  beinij  approved  by  a  majority  of 
honorable  members. 

Mr.  Cabr.— Question !  r^^^^]^ 
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Mr.  WATSON.— I  merely  say  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  case,  and,  of  course,  I 
may  be  mistaken.  As  I  have  not  visited 
the  Tooma  site,  I  do  not  propose  to  say 
anything  in  regard  to  it,  beycmd  expressing 
the  opinion  that  the  situati(H)  is  too  far  from 
the  centre  of  New  South  Wales  to  demand 
support,  and  that  I  think  it  suffers 
frcxn  ^e  same  disability  that  was  raised 
against  Albury,  Wagga,  and  other  towns 
in  the  Riverina,  namdk,  that  it  is  too 
low  in  elevation  for  a  Capital  Site. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  does  not 
meet  with  the  condition  laid  down  by  the 
right  haiorable  member  for  Swanj  that 
tlw  site  must  be  over  1,500  feet  high. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so;  and,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
elevation  of  Tooma  is  about  1,000  feet. 

Mr.  TzLLET  Bkown.— The  elevation  of 
Tooma  is  1,100  feet  odd,  and  in  some 
places  it  is  1,550  feet. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Trigonometrical 
Station  at  Tooma,  which,  of  course,  is  on 
the  highest  point  for  miles  around,  is  under 
1.500  feet,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  a  country  with  an  elevation  of,  per- 
haps, a  little  over  1,000  feet  meets  the 
requirements  so  far  as  climate  is  concerned. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— I  suppose  the 
honorable  member  knows  that  the  climate 
at  Tocma  is  magnificent. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  afraid  that,  as 
at  Albury  and  Wagga,  the  climate  would 
be  too  warm  in  summer.  However,  I 
have  not  seen  Towna,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  consider  that  site  for  the  reasm 
that  I  ga^-e  befcffe,  namely,  that  it  is  too 
far  away  from  the  centre  of  New  South 
Wales.  The  other  two  sites,  Dalgety  and 
Canberra,  are,  I  think,  "  in  the  running  "  ; 
and  I  am  prepared  to  accept  the  definition 
of  points  that  appeared  in  the  Melbourne 
Agg  of  this  morning.  The  writer  pointed 
out  that  in  the  selecticm  of  a  site,  we  had 
to  consider  accessibil  ity ,  water  su  ppl  y , 
<-Iiraate,  building  and  drainage  facilities, 
and  fertility  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Towna  has  all 
these  advantages,  whereas  the  other  sites 
have  not. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  no  desire  to 
di&pute  with  the  honorable  member  as  to 
the  merits  of  Tooma,  but  I  differ  from  him 
as  to  the  other  places,  because  I  have 
visited  them,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to 
s[)eak  with  some  knowledge.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  honorable  member  for  Indi 
has  visited  either  C^berra  or  Dalgety. 

Mr.  TnjXY  Brown. — I  have  not. 


Mr.  WATSON.^Therefore  I  have  an 
advantage.  First,  we  have  to  consider 
the  matter  of  accessibility ;  and  we  are 
told  by  the  Melbourne  Age  that  Canberra 
is  203  miles  frcffn  Sydney,  and  435  miles 
from  Melbourne,  and  the  writer  expresses 
a  preference  for  Dalgety  because  it  is  only 
353  miles  frtxa  Melbourne,  and  296  miles 
from  Sydney.  That  is  to  say,  Dalgety  is 
mxxe  nearly  equi-distant,  and,  therefwe, 
more  desirable.  Of  course,  the  355  miles 
distance  is  contingent  on  the  construction 
of  tlw  -proposed  railway  through  Gipps- 
land.  The  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  has  spok«i  about  this  railway  aa 
being  a  certainty  in  the  near  future;  but 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  a  considerable 
time  will  lapse  before  that  work  is  carried 
out ;  and  I  have  some  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditiOTS  which  prevail  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Public 
Wwks  Committee  of  New  South  Wales  in 
1898  or  1899,  when  an  inquiry  was  made 
into  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  con- 
structing a  railway  to  Bombala,  and  the 
question  incidentally  arose  of  the  possi- 
bility of  C(»inecting  with  Baimsdale,  in 
Victoria,  and  with  the  port  of  Eden,  The 
evidence  given  in  regard  to  a  line  f  rem  Vic- 
toria to  junction  with  a  line  at  Bombala 
and  Delegate,  was  that  it  would  cost  an 
enormous  sum,  even  over  the  most  favorable 
route  that  had  so  far  been  discovered. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  estimated  cost . 
was  j^2,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  estimated 
cost  was  250,000. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  cost  referred  to  by 
the  hcMiorable  member  for  £den--M<»iaro  is 
not  the  cost  of  the  railway  on  the  table- 
land in  New  South  Wales,  but  the  cost  of 
the  railway  along  the  coast,  after  which  it 
will  be  necessary  to  incur  further  expendi- 
ture in  carrying  a  line  over  the  coastal 
ranges  to  Bombala  and  then  to  Delegate. 
This,  of  course,  adds  enormously  to  the 
total  cost. 

Mr.  Wise.— The  cost  of  the  line  from 
Dalgetv  to  Baimsdale,  via  Bendoc,  was  es-- 
timated  at  324,000. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  thought  the  estimated 
cost  was  500,000.  But  the  objection  1 
take  is  not  altogether  the  cost.  We  had  it 
in  evidence  before  the  Public  Works 
Committee  that,  if  a  train  were  started 
from  Melbourne  bv  the  route  just  men- 
tioned by  the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land,  for  Sydney,  it  would  take  twice  as 
Itmg  to  reach  its  desti^ratjMLasi  would  a 
train  by  the  AIias^1*«ilW'^4l»^Hrentirel^ 
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due  to  the  grades  and  curves  widunit  which 
the  line  could  not  be  made.  When  we  con- 
sider that  for  a  distance  of  thirty  miles 

between  Bairnsdale  and  Bendoc,  the 
grades  and  curves,  though  they  are  not  con- 
tinuous, are  equal  to  i  in  33,  it  is  evident 
that  considerable  time  must  be  allowed  for 
any  through  traffic. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — And  the  expense  of  run- 
ning would  be  great. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Of  course.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  shakes  his  head 
when  I  say  that  it  would  take  very  much 
longer  for  the  through  traffic  over  that  line 
than  over  the  existing  line. 

Sir  John  Forbest. — Does  the  hcHiorable 
member  mean  to  say  that  better  grades 
could  not  be  found? 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  better  grades  were 
found  an  enormous  additional  sum  would 
have  to  be  spent  in  finding  them. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — And  the  line 
would  have  to  be  extended. 
Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so. 
Sir  John  Forrest. — We   drove  forty 
miles  in  one  day  in  that  country. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  quite  willing  to 
pit  the  engineer's  survey  against  the  right 
honorable  gentleman's  casual  inspection 
from  a  buggy. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  will  be  possible 
to  improve  the  route. 

Mr.  WATSON. — Of  course,  but  at  the 
cost  of  additional  money  and  length  of  line. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  know  that  in  the  last  three 
weeks,  the  Workfi  Committee  of  the  Vic- 
torian Parliament  have  visited  that  part  of 
the  State,  and  declared  that  they  will  build 
the  railway,  irrespective  of  any  considera- 
tions relating  to  the  Federal  Capital? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact,  and  I  do  not  know  that  that  decision 
settles  the  question.  Even  if  the  Works 
Committee  of  the  State  do  reccxnmend  that 
the  line  be  constructed,  it  does  not  remove 
the  objection  that  no  ttiroutjh  traffic  will 
result  owing  to  the  length  of  time  occupied 
in  transit. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Victoria  has  no  ob- 
ject in  promoting  through  traffic. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  soj  and  in  this 
ronn^xion  I  prefer  to  relv  on  the  Railwav 
Commissioners  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Victoria,  rather  than  on  the  statements  of 
laymen  like  honorable  members  and  myself. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  goes  over  the  Rockies. 

Mr.  WATSON.— But  in  Canada  there 
is  an  important  through  traffic  to  serve. 


wh«ea5,  in  the  case  under  discussioi,  there 
is  a  through  line  already  in  existence,  and, 
therefore,  no  inducement  to  incur  the  enor- 
mous expense. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  would  connect 
the  States  with  the  national  Parliament. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  right  honorable 
member  suggests  that  the  national  welfare 
demands  that  millions,  or  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds,  at  any  rate,  should 
be  spent  on  a  railway  in  order  to  c<Mivey 
a  few  members  of  Parliament  onre  a  week 
to  ihe  Federal  Capital. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  takes  a  pessimistic  view  of  the 
future  of  the  country  I 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  have  been  over  the 
border  into  this  country,  and  I  think  the 
prospects  would  justify  a  local  line,  and  a 
local  line  only,  because  there  will  never  be 
any  through  traffic. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  not  say 
"  never." 

Mr.  WATSON.— What  I  say  is  that 
there  will  be  no  through  traffic  in  our  time, 
or  for  many  a  long  day  to  come.  So  far 
ab  I  can  gather,  it  would  be  possible  to 
tra\'el  frwn  Sydney  to  Canberra  in  between 
six  and  seven  hours ;  and  if  a  line  of  about 
40  miles  were  constructed — and  we  under- 
stand the  State  Government  are  willing  to 
construct  it — between  Yass  and  Queanbeyan, 
we  should  be  able  to  travel  from  Melbourne 
to  Canberra  in  about  twelve  hours. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  so? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  taking  the  pre- 
sent time-table,  and  allowing  another  hour 
for  the  journey  from  Yass. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  the  distance  is 
doubled. 

Mr.  WATSON.— But  it  is  easier  coun- 
try. We  know,  for  instance,  that  the  speed 
from  Albury  to  Melbourne  is  considerably 
greater  than  the  speed  from  Sydney  to  Al- 
bury, owing  to  the  easier  .  nature  of  the 
former  country.  Under  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  regard  Canberra  as  sufficiently 
accessible,  though  the  Age  this  morning 
contends  (hat  the  site  is  inaccessible  hi  that 
it  will  always  lack  a  port.  If  we  desire  a 
\)OTt,  and  not  a  site  <Mi  which  to  build  a 
port,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  go 
to  Jervis  Bay. 

Mr.  Wise.— Will  the  Ncav  South  Wales 
Government  give  us  Canberra  with  Jervis 

Bay? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  should-certainlv  vote 
for  having  access  t^Jgivi^^^Ogle 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Are  the  New  South 
Wales  Go^'ernment  prepared  to  grant,  after 
survey,  of  oourse,  means  of  communication 
with  Jervis  Bay,  and  sufficient  ground  at 
the  port? 

iMr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  what 
the  ideas  of  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment are. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Xo  one  who 
knows  the  country  would  seriously  propose 
to  place  a.  railway  there.- 

^U.  WATSON.— That  is  a  kind  of  ar- 
gument to  which  we  are  accustomed,  and 
the  value  of  \vhich  we  know  how  to  esti- 
mate. I  am  itK'lined  to  think  from  expres- 
sions of  opinion  I  have  heard,  that  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  are  likely  to  op- 
pose any  granting  of  territory  to  the  sea, 
whether  from  Dalgety  or  from  Canberra. 
I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  making  such 
a  concessicMi,  nor  do  I  recognise  that  it 
would  do  injury  to  New  South  Wales,  and 
if  any  vote  or  acticHi  of  mine  could  advance 
the  matter,  I  should  be  prepared  to  give  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^We  are  asked  to 
deal  with  an  offer  made  by  New  South 
Wales,  and  we,  therefore,  wish  to  know 
what  the  offer  is. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  willing  to  trans- 
late my  opinions  into  actions  if  opportunity 
arises. 

Mr.  Johnson. — What  offer  are  we  likely 
to  get  in  connexion  with  Dalgety  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— None.  The  State  Go- 
vernment— as  I  think,  properly — object  to 
the  Dalgety  site,  and  will  put  every  cbstacle 
in  the  way  of  its  final  selection.  If  this 
Parliamoit  retains  it,  Tdare  say  the  matter 
will  be  fought  out  in  the  Law  Courts,  which 
will  not  do  any  good. 

Mr.  Malonev. — In  New  South  Wales 
the  dog-in-the-manger  spirit  has  been  shown 
all  through. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  those  who  wish  to 
keep  the  Capital  in  Melbourne  who  are 
ruled  bv  the  dog-in-the-manger  spirit. 

Mr.  Malonev. — I  would  vote  to  move  it 
from  Melbourne  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  hope  that  the  honor-' 
able  member  will,  by  his  vote,  show  that  he 
does  not  support  that  policy,  and  thus  con- 
found those  people  in  Sydneyj  who  are  for 
ever  talking  of  the  solidarity  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  Victoria.  There  is  no  comparison 
between  the  port  nearest  to  Canberra  and 
that  nearest  to  Dalgety.  The  distance  from 
Dalgety  to  Eden,  by  the  best  survey  sorfar 
made,  is  about  110  miles. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Has  a  line  been 
surveyed  from  Canberra  to  Jervis  Bay  ? 

[367] 


Mr.  WATSON.— No;  there  is  only  an 
engineer's  estimate  of  the  possibilities. 
The  distance  is  about  120  miles.  From 
Dalgety  to  Eden,  as  the  crow  flies,  is  about 
80  miles ;  but  the  engineering  difficulties- 
stretch  out  the  travelling  distance  to  over 
100  miles.  I  was  a  member  of  a  Com- 
mittee which  inquired  into  the  matter,  and 
have  a  good  memcwy  of  the  facts  ascer- 
tained, so  that  I  am  speaking  with  some 
little  knowledge. 

Mr.  Reid.— Would  a  line  from  Dalgety 
to  Eden  have  to  touch  at  Bombata? 

Mr.  WATSON.— For  commercial  rea- 
sons, any  railway  would  have  to  do  so,  and 
the  line  sur\'eyed  goes  through  Bombala. 
Then  it  would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  make  a  port  at  Eden.  The  Canberra 
site  is  7  miles  from  the  railway  at 
Queanbeyan,  though  it  is  proposed  to  con- 
struct a  loop  line  from  Yass,  on  the  main 
southern  line. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  the  church  on 
the  site? 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  suppose  so.  Per- 
sonally, I  think  it  would  be  better  to  go 
nearer  the  Murrumbidgee. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — The  site  offered 
touches  the  Murrimibidgee. 

Mr.  WATSON.— After  getting  to  the 
railway  line,  you  would  continue  along  it 
in  the  direction  of  Sydne}',  to  about 
Tarrago,  a  distance  of  about,  30  miles» 
branching  <^  from  there  to  the  coast. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Has  any  raiU 
way  engineer  said  that  a  line  could  be  made 
through  to  the  coast,  and  given  an  estimate 
of  its  cost  ? 

.Mr.  WATSON.— No  survey  has  been 
made,  because  there  has  been  no  reason 
for  it;  but  it  is  stated  that  the  fall  is  so- 
gradual  that  the  cost  of  construction  would 
be  much  less  than  the  cost  ot  making  a 
line  from  Dalgety  to  the  sea-board.  T^eif, 
again,  although  Canberra  is  further  from 
Jervis  Bay  than  Dalgety  is  from  Eden, 
30  miles  of  any  railway  that  would  be 
used  to  connect  the  two  places  are  already 
constructed.  Further,  at  Jervis  Bay  we 
have  a  good  port. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — One  hundred  and 
twenty  square  miles  in  area. 

Mr.   WATSON  ^Yes.     The  warships 

manoeuvre  there,  and  practice  firing,  not- 
withstanding that  s(Hne  of  them  draw  30 
feet. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  is  a  rival  of 
Svdney  Harbor  I  ^  t 
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Mr.  WATSOS.— As  a  harbor  it  is  as 
good,  though  it  is  not  so  pretty.  Long- 
man's Gazetteer,  a  world-wide  publication, 
says  that  it  is  "  one  of  the  most  safe,  axn- 
Ktodions,  and  acxxssible  haibors  in  the 
world." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Isvnn. — Is  it  possible  to 
have,  before  we  conclude  the  debate,  a 
statement  as  to  the  intendons  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  in  regard  to  the 
control  of  Jervis  Bay? 

kir.  Austin  Chaphak. — ^And  whether  a 
railway  can  be  made  there? 

Mr.'W,  H.  Irvine. — ^That  is  a  question 
of  cost. 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  would  be  no 
difficulty  about  making  a  railway,  and 
whatever  difficulties  there  may  be  in  get- 
ting control  of  Jervis  Bay,  they  would  not 
be  so  great  as  if  Twofold  Bay  were  caa- 
cenwd.  P^^wially,  I  do  not  regard  it  as 
important  that  th»e  should  be  a  pert. 
Sections  ii3  and  51  of.  the  Constitu- 
tion ■  malce  it  impossible  for  New  South 
Wales  to  put  any  hindrance  in  the  way  of 
trade  or  connnuiwcatron  with  the  Capital. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  is  quite 
clear.  Is  Jervis  Bay  less  or  more  than  100 
miles  from  Sydney  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  about  100  miles 
from  Sydney.  We  diall  have  the  chrace 
of  the  hari>ws  of  the  Commonwealth  for 
our  future  Navy ;  but  I  am  prqiared  to  do 
ail  I  can  Xp  fadlitate  tiie  panting  to  the 
Commonwcami  of  a  right  of  access  to  a 
port  like  Jervis  Bay. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— And  control? 

Xir.  WATSON.— Control  of  a  portion 
of  the  bav. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  should  like  to 
know  what  New  South  Wales  is  prepared 
to  offer. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  New  South  Wales 
gave  control  over  a  porticHi  of  Jervis  Bay, 
she  would  he  doing  very  well.  In  any 
case,  part  of  her  own  territory  would  abut 
on  the  hay. 

Sir  WiLLiAH  LvNE.— The  Common- 
wealth would  ha%*e  the  right  to  make  a  rail- 
wav  to  a  harbor. 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  desire  to  do  so 
were  properly  represented  to  the  New  Sojith 
Wales  Government,  permission  should  be 
given. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^A  railway  for  defence  pur- 
poses can  be  made  without  the  consent  of 
the  State  through  which  it  passes. 

Mr.  WATSON.— A  statement  in.  this 
morning's  Age  shows  an  ignorance  of  the 
actual  facts.      Unle.s5  this  Parliament  is 


satisfied  that  a  proposed  site  has  an  abun- 
dant, or  even  superabundant,  water  supply, 
it  should  not  seriouslv  be  ccmsidered. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  is,  without 
pumping  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Whether  by  pumping 
or  gravitation. 

Mr.  Tjlley  Brown. — Pumping  means 
constant  ^pense. 

Mr.  WATSON. — ^Kalgoorlije  is  supplied 
by  a  pumping  scheme  from  a  distance  of 
400  or  500  miles;  but  the  suggestiwi  that 
Canberra  will  have  to  rely  on  a  pumping 
scheme  is  a  vile  invention,  fabricated  from 
interested  motives. 

IVIr.  Wise. — Was  not  such  a  scheme  re- 
commended bv  tbf!  Chief  Engineer  for  New 
South  Wales? 

Mr.  WATSON. — One  engineer  recom- 
mended a  pumping  scheme ;  but  the  Royal 
Coounission  recommended  a  pumfung 
schone  in  the  first  place  fat  Dalgety.  The 
statement  puUisbed  by  the  BulUtin,  and 
emulated  amongst  hooorable  memb^,  to 
the  effect  that  Cajiberra's  water  supply  must 
be  pumped  over  mountains  some  ^ousands 
of  feet  high,  is  an  absolute  invration,  and 
reflects  no  credit  on  those  responsible  for 
it.  Similar  statements  have  been  circu- 
lated in  other  directions. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  Bulletin*!  illustra- 
tions are  equally  misl«iding. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  obsession  of  the 
directors  of  that  paper  in  regard  to  Dalgety 
is  the  most  amusing  thing  I  have  seen  for  a 
long  while.  A  week  or  two  ago  they  pub- 
lished a  fancy  picture  of  the  Dalgety  of 
the  future,  with  palatial  bnildings  in  the 
middle  distance,  leading  down  to  an  arti- 
ficial lake,  apparently  made  by  damming 
the  Snowy,  while  behind,  dominating 
everything,  was  a  magnificent  sugar-loaf 
mountain,  capped  with  snow,  the  chief  fea- 
ture in  the  artist's  creation.  The  initiated 
know  that  Dalgety  is  40  miles  frow 
Mount  Kosciusko,  and  that  mountain  must 
he  approached  xvithin  a  few  miles  before  it 
can  be  seen  from  that  direction.  Kosciusko 
cannot  be  seen  from  any  point  close  to  Dal- 
pet\.  One  has  to  trai-el  some  miles  from 
Dalfretv  to  olrtain  a  ^new  of  it,  and  when 
one  does  see  the  range  one  is  in  doubt  as 
to  which  of  the  peaks  is  Kosciusko. 

Mrl  Austin  Chapman.— It  can  be  seen 
from  Nimitybelle,  which  is  30  miles  fur- 
ther awav. 

Mr.  W'ATSON.— Of  course  it  can.  The 
honorable  member  is  evidortlv  attempting 
to  impose  on  t^itUfp^Ocp^l^f  this 
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Chamber.  He  has,  apparently,  forgotten 
the  cJd  saying  as  to  the  forest  not  being 
visible  fw  the  trees.  Nimitybelle  is  the 
most  inhospitable  spot  that  I  have  ever 
seen. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Is  that  where  a  man  was 
frozen  to  death  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  said  that  such 
occurrences  are  ctHnroon  there.  Nimitybelle 
is  some  distance  from  Dalgety,  and  at 
a  highCT-  altitude,  so  that  from  h  one 
can  obtain  a  view  of  the  range  of  which 
Kofidusko  forms  a  part.  I  defy  the  horwr- 
able  member  few  Eden-Monaro  to  say  that 
he  can,  within  zo  miles  of  Dalgety,  show 
any  one  Kosciusko. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  will  undertake 
to  show  any  one,  from  within  5  miles  of 
Dalgety.  a  good  view  of  Kosciusko. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  prepared  to  for- 
to  the  hospitals  if  the  honwable 
member  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  Notwithstanding  the 
Bulletin  photograph  ! 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  view  was  not  a 
photograph,  but  a  sketch  so  imaginative 
that  it  would  fail  to  deceive  any  one  who 
had  been  to  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Then  it  is  like«most  <rf 
the  ButlittH  writings? 

Mr.  WATSOX.— The  BulUfin  has  its 
lucid  moments,  but  it  did  not  publish  that 
siKtch'  in  one  of  them.  In  the  vestibule 
there  are  on  view  a  couple  of  photc^aphs 
erf  the  Snowy  River  "  aborc  Dalgety."  1 
hope  honorable  members  will  note  the  inde- 
finiteness  of  the  statement.  We  have  no  in- 
formation as  to  bow  far  above  Dalgety 
those  photographs  were  taken,  but  we 
know  that  views  of  what,  in  the  parlarKe 
of  photographers,  are  "pretty  bits"  or 
•*  little  nooks,"  can  be  obtained  at  almost 
any  point  on  a  river.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Boothby  and  I  yesterday  r-ecognised 
one  of  the  f^otographs  as  having  been 
taken  at  a  point  about  40  miles  above  Dal- 
gety, where  we  fished  a  couple  of  years 
ago. 

Mr.  Sahpson. — The  river  flows  through 
Da  I  get  V. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Certainly.  If  we  de- 
sire to  take  photographs  of  picturesque 
spots,  I  dare  say  we  can  find  such  views 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  almo:?t  any 
town. 

Mr.    DuGALD    Thomson. — There  are 
plenty  on  the  Murrumbidgee. 

Mr.   WATSON.— The  Murrumbidgee 
mountains  abound  tn  picturesque  views  onlv 
a  few  miles  from  the  Canberra  site. 
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Mr.  Johnson. — One  might  as  well  ex- 
hibit a  picture  of  Healesville  as  a  view  seen 
from  Melbourne  as  exhibit  the  photographs 
of  the  Snowy  River,  now  in  the  vestibule, 
as  views  of  Dalgety. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so.  While  the 
ad^'ocates  of  Dalgety  exhibit  pictures 
of  the  river  "above"  that  town,  they 
are  careful  not  to  publish  any  of  Daf- 
gtty  itself.  They  know  that  such  pictures 
would  not  faintly  impress  any  one,  and 
thevj  therefore,  keep  them  carefully  in  the 
background,  while  they  scour  the  countrv 
for  a  hundred  miles  in  search  of  picturesque 
views  of  the  Snowv  River  "  above  Dal- 
gety." 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
mwnber  knows  why  we  have  not  more  photo- 
graphs of  Dalgety.  The  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales  would  not  supply  any, 
although  he  sent  alontr  views  of  Canberra' 

Mr.  WATSON.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
U  r  or  his  supporters  are  responsible  for  the 
photographs  of  the  Snowy  River  ai  exhi- 
bition in  the  vestibule,  I  think  I  am  justifie<] 
ip  saving  that  they  would  have  shown  a 
little  more  candour  bv  displaying  photo- 
graphs of  Dalgety  itself. 

Sifting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7-45  p.m. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Shortly  before  we  ad- 
journed for  dinner  I  was  alluding  to  the 
mis-statments  made  with  respect  to  the 
water  simply  available  at  Canberra.  No 
one  denies  the  magnificent  possibilities 
which  the  proximity  of  the  Snowy  River  to 
Dalgety  offers  in  respect  to  water  both  for 
(kxnestic  supply  and  for  power  purposes. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a  magnificent  stream.  I 
have  fished  on  it  at  various  points,  and  at 
flifferent  tiniies,  and  have  always  found  a 
fine  sheet  of  water. 

Mr.  Storrer.  —  Are  there  any  -good 
catches  to  be  made  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  are  plenty  of 
trcHit.  and  we  can  also  offer  the  sportsman 
good  trout  fishing  on  the  Gooradigbee  and 
other  rivers  near  Canberra.  It  is,  of  course, 
important  that  the  selected  site  should  have 
a  good  water  supply,  and,  in  complaining 
of  the  misrepresentations  of  Canberra  in 
this  respt.t't,  I  desire  to  point  out  t!.e  wat?r 
po.ssibilitie.s  of  that  district.  Ti.e  engineers 
of  the  State  Government  have  sutrgested  that 
the  Cotter  River  catchment  should  dc 
utilized  for  the  water  supply  of  the  Can- 
berra site. 

Mr.    DuGALD   Thomson. — And  trans- 
feited  to  the  C«mnonw^^^Qg[^ 
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Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  so.  A  de- 
tailed  investigation  made  by  the  engineers 
■of  the  New  South  Wales  Government  shows 
4hat  the  Cotter  can  supply,  by  gravitation, 
a  city  of  250,000.  The  Bulletin  says  that 
it  is  not  such  a  big  stream  as  the  Snowy. 
That  is  true. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — One  can  walk 
across  the  Snowv  at  places. 

Mr.  WAT.SON.— But  there  is  usually  a 
fine  body  of  water  in  that  river.  The  possi- 
bilities of  a  water  supply,  however,  do  not 
necessarily  depend  upon  a  large  volume  of 
water  that  is  always  running ;  they  depend 
rather  ujion  the  possibilities  of  storage  and 
the  run  off  of  the  catchment.  The  Cotter 
is  able  to  supply,  by  gravitation,  a  city  of 
250,000  iieople,  and  there  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  other  suitable  water  supplies  in  the 
near  vicinity  of  Canberra. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — I  admit  that  there 
are. 

Mr.  WATSON.— But  it  has  been  urged 
that  a  supply  for  Canberra  will  have  to  be 
obtained,  as  the  Bulletin  alleges,  by  pump- 
ing water  over  high  mountains. 

Mr.  TiiOHAS  Brown. — And  the  Bulletin 
publishes  a  photograph  of  the  mountains. 

Mr.  WATSON.—Which  are  real  enough, 
and  that  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  some 
of  the  Bulletin's  illustrati<xis  of  Dalgety. 
Those  who  have  seen  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  m  Capital  Sites  will  re- 
member that  an  investigation  was  made  of 
the  Molonglo  and  Queanbeyan  Rivers  as 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  Lake  George 
site,  and  that,  according  to  a  plan  prepared 
by  (Captain  Gipp?,  the  Molonglo,  at  a  point 
nearly  400  feet  abwe  Canberra,  and  only 
15  miles  in  air  line  from  it.  could  supply 
water  to  meet  the  wants  of,  not  250,000 
people,  but  several  times  that  number. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  river  does  not 
Tun  all  the  vear  round. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Noj  but  at  the  point 
named  there  is  a  gorge  in  which  could  be 
;storefl  8,000,000.000  cubic  feet,  if  a  wall 
about  100  feet  high  were  erected,  and  the 
run  off  of  the  Molonglo  catchment  is  esti- 
mated to  be  more  than  sufficient  to  fill  that 
reservoir  once  a  year.  The  Molonglo,  the 
Upper  Murrumbidgee,  the  Gooradigbee,  the 
Cotter,  the  Queanbeyan,  and  the  Gudgenby 
all  have  their  sources  in  high  mountains. 
They  have  a  good  run  off,  a  pood  catch- 
ment, and  a  good  average  rainfall,  with  the 
result  that  storage  basins  for  water  supply 
purposes  ran  be  filled  from  them."  On 
the  Upper  Queanbevan,  within  25  miles 
of  Canberra,  the  Commissicxiers  selected 


a  site  for  the  supply  of  Lake  George, 
passing  over  the  nearer  site  on  the 
Molonglo,  because  it  was  not  suffi- 
ciently high  to  supply  by  gravitaticm  the 
whole  of  the  proposed  city  area  at  Lake 
Gecvge.  But  the  site  m  the  Queanbeyan 
was  held  to  be  sufiiciaitly  lofty,  and  to  be 
capable  of  storing  all  the  water  required  for 
the  Capital  Site  there.  This  second  point 
on  the  river  is  within  a  short  distance  of 
Canberra.  Then  we  ctMne  to  the  Upper 
Murrumbidgee,  where  the  supply  is  peren- 
nial, and  where  the  facilities  for  storage 
are  great,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Gudgenby 
or  the  Cotter.  Mr.  Wade  and  his  crfficers 
estimate  that  the  Gudgenby  will  allow  of 
the  storage  of  a  body  of  water  as  large  as 
that  obtainable  fnxn  the  Cotter,  and 
that  the  Gowadigbee,  at  a  short  dLstanoe 
from  Canberra,  can  also  be  relied  upon. 
That  being  so,  we  have  a  network  of  rivers 
surrounding  the  Canberra  site,  which  can 
be  tapped  one  after  the  other  if  it  is  thought 
necessary. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— A  district  of 
streams.  ( 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  inevitably  so, 
having  regard  to  the  mountainous  country 
which  anrrounds  Canberra,  and  malces  tt  a 
sort  of  amphitheatre.  On  the  east,  south  and 
south-west  lie  a  series  of  mountains  which 
naturally  mean  broken  country,  and  streams 
that  are  nearly  all  permanent.  These  are 
facts  that  can  be  obtained  from  official 
sources,  and  scane  of  them  are  to  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Royal  CcNnmissiwi  ujxm 
the  Lake  George  site.  The  map  published 
bv  the  Commissiwi  will  show  how  short  is 
the  distance  between  the  take-off  of  any  of 
these  suggested  sources  of  supply  and  the 
site  at  Canberra.  It  has  been  urged  by  the 
right  hfrnwable  member  foe  Swan  th^  even 
if  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for  domestic 
purposes. can  be  obtained  at  Canberra,  the 
supply  is  not  sufficient  for  power  purposes. 
In  that  relation,  the  engineers  of  New 
South  Wales  say  that  on  the  Murrumbidgee, 
a  few  miles  below  the  suggested  site,  a  weir 
could  be  constructed  at  comparatively 
small  cost,  which  would  back  up  an  im- 
mense sheet  of  water  on  that  river  and  part 
of  the  Molonglo — a  lake  which  would  be 
sufficient  to  supply  power  for  lighting  the 
city  by  electricity  and  supplying  it.  I 
think,  with  electric  power  for  trams,  with- 
out touching  the  Barren  Jack  reservoir. 
But  assuming  that  the  power  available  on 
the  Lower  Murrumbidgee  is  not  sufficient, 
I  would  point  out  that  Barren  Jaclc  is  with- 
in 40  miles  in  a  ciipgtdUptetllfiM^gested 
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site.     At  Barren  Jack  the  State  Go\em- 

ment  will  have  thousands  of  horse-power 
going  to  waste  because  they  propose  to 
store  water  there  for  irrigation  purposes, 
and  have  no  means  of  utilizing  the 
power  which  will  be  available.  So  that 
the  city  site  of  Canberra  can  be  supplied 
with  power  from  Barren  Jack  at  a  very 
small  cost  and  with  absolute  certainty  so 
far  as  its  transmission  is  concerned, 

Mr.  Wise. — Would  Barren  Jack  be  with- 
in the  Federal  territory  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Xo.  But  the  irri- 
gable land  upon  the  Lower  Murrumbidgee 
will  be  watered  from  Barren  Jack,  and 
power  will  be  generated  there  which  will 
go  to  waste  unless  the  Federal  authorities 
choose  to  use  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  New  South 
Wales  Government  mav  use  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  WATSON'.— The  right  honorable 
member  knows  that  power  might  be  gene- 
rated and  utilized  without  interfering  with 
irrigation. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  a  fall  is  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  WATSOX. — The  engineers  say  that 
there  is  a  sufficient  fall  to  generate  an 
ample  supply  of  electricity. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — But  I  am  speaking 
of  a  fall  for  irrigation  purposes. 

Mr.  WATSON.—There  is  a  certain 
!e\'el  above  which  the  New  South  Wales 
Go\-emment  do  not  intend  that  the  reser- 
\o\r  shall  fill. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — There  is  a  fall  of 
aoo  feet. 

Mr.  WATSON.- That  is  from  the  top 
of  the  dam.  The  rieht  honorable  member 
for  Swan  has  sufficient  professional  know- 
ledge to  know  that  with  the  immense  body 
of  water  that  will  be  passing  down  the 
Murrumbidgee  from  Barren  Jack  a  rary 
large  fall  will  not  be  required  to  generate 
an  immense  horse-power. 

Mr.  Wynne. — What  is  the  distance  from 
Canberra  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Only  40  miles. 

Mr.  Wynne. — Plenty  of  potver  will  be 
required  o^-er  that  distance. 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  honwable  member 
should  know  that  in  America  at  the  present 
time  there  are  electric  power  transmission 
installations  that  convey  power  over  200 
miles  without  losing  so  much  in  transit  as 
to  render  the  enterprise  unprofitable. 

Mr.  W-i-NNE. — But  look  at  the  power' 
that  they  have. 

Sir  John  Fokkest. — Niagara. 


Mr.  WATSON.— Has  the  honorable 
member  any  conception  of  the  power  which 
will  be  stored  at  Barren  Jack?  Need  I 
remind  him  that  the  Barren  Jack  reservoir 
will  hold  one  and  a  half  times  as  much 
watet  as  Sydney  Harbor.  This  volume  of 
water  is  intended  to  irrigate  about  2,000,000 
acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Is  it  adWsable  that  this 
motive  power  should  be  outside  the  Federal 
territory  ? 

Mr.  WATSOX.— If  the  State  authori- 
ties do  not  require  it.  I  presume  that  thev 
will  be  prepared  to  let  us  have  it  at  a  rea- 
sonable price. 

Mr.  Sampson. — We  have  no  guarantee 
of  that.  They  may  require  it  for  them- 
selres. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  probabilities  are 
against  that  theory,  because  in  Sydney  coal 
is  very  cheap  and  Canberra  is  a  long  way 
off — some  240  miles. 

Mr.  Johnson. — In  any  case  the  Barren 
Jack  scheme  is  merely  put  forward  as  a 
supplementary  scheme. 

Mr.  WATSON.—There  are  not  likely 
to  be  any  manufacturing  interests  in  the 
close  vicinity  of  Barren  Jack  to  absorb  the 
power  which  will  be  running  to  waste.  This 
immense  body  of  water  will  be  passing 
down  to  the  Lower  Murrumbidgee,  and  will 
remain  unutilized  unless  the  Commonwealth 
Government  comes  along  with  some  pro- 
posal for  its  absorption.  But  as  the  honor- 
able member  for  Lang  reminds  me  this 
scheme  is  merely  a  supplementary  one.  The 
engineers  state  that  sufficient  power  for  all 
purposes  can  be  generated  within  the  area 
which  will  be  Federal  territory. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Within  100  square 
miles  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— No,  we  shall  require 
a  larger  area  than  that.  From  the  stand- 
point of  a  domestic  water  supply  there  is 
sufficient  available  in  the  near  vicinity  of 
Canberra  to  provide  by  means  of  gravita- 
tion for  a  population  many  times  larger 
than  that  which  will  need  to  be  pro\'ided 
for.  According  to  my  estimate,  within  30 
miles  of  Canberra  a  sufficient  supply  is 
available  to  meet  the  requirements  of  nearly 
2,000,000  people. 

lU.  Atkinson. — To  supply  a  city  con- 
taining 2,000,000  inhabitants? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes;  and  to  supply 
that  number  by  means  of  gravitation  and 
not  by  pumping.  These  facts  dispose  of 
the  suggestion  that  a  d(maestic  smipjy  can- 
not be  d}tained.  Digitized  by  V^OO^it 
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Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  the  engineers 
say  that? 

Mr.  WATSON. —The  supply  mentioned 
in  their  estimate  is  sufficient  for  approxi- 
mately 2,000,000  persons.  If  during  the 
first  twenty  years  of  its  existence  we  have  a 
population  of  50,000  at  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal, I  think  it  will  be  going  ahead  just  as 
•  rapidly  as  most  of  us  anticipate.  When  ve 
realize  that  the  Cotter  River  catchment  is 
sufficient  to  provide  for  250,000  inhabitants 
we  can  cast  aside  all  the  other  schemes  ex- 
cept on  the  ground  of  expense.  I  merely 
wish  to  show  the  ample  supply  of  water  that 
is  ■  available  if  we  choose  to  tap  all  these 
various  sources.  Another  feature  which  has 
been  alluded  to  as  of  all  importance  in  con- 
nexion with  this  question  is  that  of  climate. 
I  do  not  contend  that  the  climate  of  Dal- 
gety  is  likely  to  be  an  unhealthy  one.  Pro- 
bably it  might  have  a  bad  effect  upon  deli- 
cate persons,  but  upon  persMis  of  ordinarily 
robust  constitutions  I  do  not  think  that  it 
would  be  objectionable,  except  from  the 
stand-point  of  oomftHt.  My  opinion  is  that 
a  city  at  the  elevation  of  the  Dalgety  site, 
having  regard  to  its  exposed  position,  is 
bound  to  suffer  severely  from  bitter  winds 
in  the  winter. 

Mr.  Johnson. — From  blizzards. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  is  only  reasonable  to 
expect  scmiething  of  the  SOTt.  A  little  while 
ago  the  Minister  of  Trade  and .  Custcxns 
spoke  of  Nimitybelle.  Now  Nimitybelle  is 
not  much  higher,  if  it  is  higher  at  all,  than 
is  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Austin  CfiAPMAN. — It  is  500  feet 
higher. 

Mr.  WATSON. — In  any  case  it  owes  its 
pre-eminence  as  a  cold  place  in  the  cooler 
mwiths  of  the  year  to  the  fact  that  it  occu- 
pies an  exposed  position.  It  is  open  to  all 
the  winds  that  blow.  The  coldness 
of  the  prevailing  winds  coming  over 
the  Snowy  Mountains  is  accentuated  be- 
fore they  reach  Nimitybelle,  and  conse- 
quently they  make  the  climate  a  very  dis- 
agreeable, though  not  an  unhealthy,  one. 
The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  Dalgety. 
It  is  situated  in  an  exptsed  positicHi.  There 
is  nothing  to  protect  it  from  the  sewrity  of 
tiie  winds  which  sweep  over  the  XJonaro 
Fluns  in  the  winter.  Whatever  de- 
gree of  normal  cold  exists  in  that 
locality  is  verv  much  intensified  by  the 
winds  that  have  free  play  there.  It  is 
only  from  the  stand-point  of  situa- 
tion that  I  wish  to  ccmtrast  Canberra 
with  Dalgety.  Canberra  is  situated  at  a 
considerably  lower  altitude  —  it  is  about 


2,000  feet — whidi  may  account  for  *sonx 
difference  in  the  temperature  itself.  But  it  is 
because  it  is  surrounded  by  hills  which 
protect  it  from  the  winds  that  it  possesses 
a  decided  advantage.  It  occupies  a  sbel- 
t^ed  situatimi,  and  whilst  suffidaitly  high 
tc  be  cool,  is  sufficiently  enclosed  to  afford 
protection  against  the  winter  winds. 

Mr.  LiDDELL.— It  also  has  a  very  fine 
sub-soil,  and  is  well  drained. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Age  this  moining 
remarks  that  Canberra  and  Dalgetv  are 
about  equal  from  the  stand-pcnnt  of  soil 
and  climate.  I  maintain  that,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  climate,  Canberra  pos- 
sesses a  decided  advantage,  whilst  in  the 
matter  of  soil,  no  comparison  can  be  insti- 
tuted. Within  15  miles  of  Dalgety  the 
land  is  no  better  than  second-class  pastoral 
land. 

Mr.  Austin  Cr.\pman. — 'Would  not  the 
respective  values  of  the  land  at  Canberra 
and  Dalgety  provide  a  fair  test? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Other  things  being 
equal. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  land  within 
10  miles  of  Dalgety  will  realize  more  than 
land  10  miles  from  Canberra,  surely  that 
is  a  fair  indication  of  the  relative  values? 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  am  always  on  the 
alert  when  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms makes  a  statement,  because  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  he  has  scvnething 
coicealed.  Within  5  miles  of  Canberra* 
on  the  Queanbeyan  side,  there  is  ex- 
ceedingly poor  land.  I  am  not  to  be 
"got  at  "  by  a  suggestion  of  that  sort.  I 
am  speaking  of  the  quality  of  the  land 
within  the  respective  sites  themselves  and 
within  a  reasonable  distance  of  them.  The 
good  land  upcm  the  Canberra  side  com- 
mences about  5  miles  out  of  Queanbeyan 
and  continues  for  40  miles  to  Yass.  The 
site  itself  is  upon  good  soil — in  fact.  I 
think  that  some  of  it  is  too  good  to  build 
up(»i. 

Sir  John  Fobrest. — It  has  a  good 
foundation,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  soil  is  good,  and 
upon  the  Canberra  flats  it  is  much  too  good 
for  building  purposes.  Just  outside  the 
city,  at  Jininderra,  there  is  some  of  the 
best  agricultural  land  one  can  desire  to  see. 
That  is  within  4  miles  of  the  centre  of 
the  citv  site.  But  the  site  itself  is  upon 
excellent  soil.  On  the  other  hand,  with- 
in fifteen  miles  of  Dalgety  is  to  be  found 
a  granitic  soil  of  recent  origin,  with  boul- 
ders protruding  all  over  the^plaqe.^  1  Of 
course,  these  might  ^^9Wv«}/H!ii^ttieir 
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mere  presence  in  such  numbers  is  proof  of 
my  statement  Uiat  the  soil  is  of  recent 
granitic  formation.  I  believe  that  in  the 
pbot(^phs  of  Dalgety  the  boulders  in 
the  vicinity  of  tbe  site  have  been  care- 
fully draped  to  represent  trees — the  only 
trees  to  be  found  there.  In  their  naked 
beauty  it  was  felt  that  they  were  a  reproach 
to  the  site.  So  far  as  farming  is  con- 
cerned, the  Dalgety  site,  in  my  opinitwi, 
does  not  nearly  approach  the  site  at  Can- 
berra. We  have  been  told  that  a  bad 
foundation  will  be  found  to  exist  at  the 
latter  place.  I  do  not  wish  to  pit  my 
knowledge  against  that  of  tbe  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
m»nbeT  has  often  done  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  Age  this  morning, 
in  the  plenitude  of  its  kncwledge,  rises  to 
lemark  that  the  foundaticm  at  Canberra 
is  very  unsatisfactory.  But  I  quote  here 
tbe  opimm  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Lloyd,  Chief  Sur- 
veyor in  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
who,  on  the  28tb  March,  1906,  after  de- 
tailed investigation,  reported  on  this 
amongst  other  sites.  Mr.  Lloyd  reported 
in  regard  to  Canberra,  and  another  site 
nearer  the  Mumimbidgee  Mountains,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  latter  is  the 
better. 

Sir  John  Forscst. — I  saw  that  site. 
^  Mr.  WATSON.— Well,  Mr.  Lloyd  said, 
m  reference  to  what  he  described  as  "  Site 
J,"  which  was  the  one  nearer  the  Mur- 
rumbidgee — 

Extensive  area  of  fairly  rolling,  undulating 
country.  Good  elevation,  fair  soil,  excellent 
drainage.  The  views  surrounding  this  site  are 
extensive  and  beautiful. 

Then  in  regard  to  "Site  K,"  which  included 

part  of  the  present  ate,  he  said — 

Extensive  rolling,  undulating  country,  well 
adapted  for  building  upon.  Extensive  views. 
Fa^r  soil,  good  elevation  and  drainage. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  about  the 
foundations  on  the  plain? 

Mr.  WATSON. — He  says  they  are  good 
for  building  on,  and  excellent  for  drainage. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  looked  to  me  like 
an  alluvial  fiat. 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  might  present  that 
appearance,  but  Mr.  Lloyd  reported  in  the 
way  I  have  quoted.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  testhetic  interest  that  would 
attadi  to  having  tbe  site  at  Dalgety,  be- 
cause of  the  glorious  scenery  and  so  forth. 
Mr  experience  of  Dalgety  is  that,  while 
Aere  is  a  fine  open  prospect  


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  It  is  open 
moor. 

Mr.  WATSON —It  does  look  a  little 
barren.  I  was  going  to  say  that,  while 
there  is  a  fine  prospect  from  one  stand- 
point, there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  natu- 
ral features  to  strike  the  eye  beyond  the 
river.  There  are  no  local  hills  of  im- 
portance, and  no  background  of  mountains 
on  which  the  eye  can  rest  with  any  satisfac- 
tion. It  is  true  that  Mount  Kosciusko  is 
within  40  miles,  but  that  is  not  of  much 
ndvantage  when  one's  perambulations  are 
confmed  to  a  city.  Fnxn  this  stand-point, 
therefore,  I  regard  Dalgety  as  tmsatisfac- 
tory.  There  is,  of  course,  the  river  frwit- 
a^,  but  beyond  that  there  is  riothing  of  the 
picturesque  to  commend  the  site.  At  Can- 
berra, on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  plain 
in  the  centre,  and  foot  hills  all  round, 
varying  the  general  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  beyond  that,  after  further  rolling 
foot  hills,  we  have,  on  the  south-west  and 
south,  the  Murrumt^dgee  Mountains,  tower- 
ing as  a  background  and  proving  a  most 
effective  foil  to  the  other  scenery. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
is  getting  quite  poetical ! 

Mr.  WATSON.— No;  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  poetic  gift  has  been  denied 
me.  But  I  was  certainly  impressed 
at  Canberra  by  the  picturesque  appearance, 
which  ought  to  commend  the  site  to  all  who 
desire  the  beautiful.  In  the  vicmity  there 
are  mountain  gorges,  which  affcffd  every 
diversity  of  scenery ,  and  I  have  teen 
informed  by  trout  fishers  that  there  are 
most  interesting  places  in  the  heart  of  the 
Murrimibidgee  ^lountains,  full  of  beauty, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  sug- 
gested site.  I  do  not  say  that  picturesque- 
ness  alone  should  dedde  the  question ; 
but,  other  things  being  equal,  I  think 
the  beautiful  ought  to  turn  tbe  scale. 
While  I  admit  the  superiority  of  the  water 
supply  at  Dalgety,  I  contend  there  are 
other  advantages  in  favour  of  Canberra, 
where  the  water  supply  can  be  provided  in 
the  waif  I  have  indicated.  I  am  strongly 
convinced  that  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent situation  is  likely  to  work  injury  to 
the  future  of  Australia.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  ^iew  this  question  free  from  any 
Sydney  or  New  South  Wales  influence,  and 
to  have  regard  only  to  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia. If  Australia  is  to  becnne  a  nation 
siKh  as  we  desire  to  see.  we  must,  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunitv,  get  away  frcxn 
the  influences  th^^ jrg  ^^^^^R^^IJ^d  to 
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surround  a  Parliament  meeting  in  a  big 
centre  of  population.  As  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  said  to-night, 
while  we  sit  in  one  centre  of  population,  it 
is  certain  that  there  will  be  some  degree  of 
jealousy  and  prejudice  in  the  other  centres 
in  respect  of  the  work  done.  I  believe  that 
the  Canberra  site  is  one  that  fairly  fulfils 
all  the  conditions  which  I  have  laid  down 
as  desirable  in  the  case  of  a  Capital  Site; 
and  I  express  the  earnest  hope  that  hon- 
orable members  will  hesitate  before  they 
confirm  the  decision  arrived  at  four  years 
ago  in  favour  of  a  site  that,  in  my  opinion, 
is  not  the  best,  having  regard  to  the  c^ject 
in  view. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH "  (Parkes)  [8.20]. 
— I  anticipate  that  a  large  number  of  hon- 
orable members,  especially  representatives 
of  New  South  Wales,  will  desire  to  speak 
on  this  question,  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
compress  the  few  remarks  I  ha.ve  to  make 
into  as  short  a  space  as  possible.  I  should 
like,  however,  to  acknowledge  the  very 
great  assistance  which  we  have  received 
from  the  speech  of  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
the  speech  of  that  honorable  gentleman  will 
have  the  effect,  not  only  of  curtailing  the 
number  of  speeches  to  be  delivered,  but  of 
relieving  those  who  do  speak  of  a  large  part 
of  the  subject-matter  of  the  speeches  they 
may  have  intended  to  make.  The  honorable 
member  has  dealt  with  almost  every  utili- 
tarian aspect  of  the  question,  and  has 
touched  very  usefully  on  the  jesthetic  side. 
One  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  his  speech 
was  that  in  which  he  emphasized,  from  his 
own  personal  knowledge,  as  one  who  was 
for  a  time  Prime  Minister,  the  very  great 
disadvantage  under  which  the  Common- 
wealth and  its  Legislature  suffers  from  the 
temporary  Seat  of  Government  being  placed 
in  one  of  the  capitals.  For  my  part  I  have 
always  contended,  not  only  that  the  Par- 
liament should  not  sit  in  Melbourne,  but 
that  there  would  be  equal  objection  to  its 
sitting  in  Sydney.  T  should  be  c«ie  of  the 
first  to  oppose  moving  this  Parliament  to 
Sydney,  either  permanently,  or  for  a  limited 
period.  I  am  satisfied  that  all  of  which 
we  have  now  to  complain  in  Melbourne  in 
regard  to  the  advantages  to  Victoria ;  in 
regard  to  the  bias  In  favour  of  Victoria ; 
and  in  regard  to  the  influence  of  the  Vic- 
torian press  would  apply  equally  to  New 
South  Wales  and  New  South  Wales 
institutions,  if  this  Parliament  were  to 
sit  in  Sydney.  Tfie  ht^rable  mem- 
ber   has    emphasized    that    point  so 


clearly  and  forcibly,  that  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  supplement  what  he  has  said. 
One  of  the  most  important,  although,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  least  interesting  aspects 
of  this  question,  is  the  legal  one.  A  very 
large  number  of  honorable  members  seem 
to  be  under  the  impression — especially  those 
who  were  not  in  Parliament  at  the  time — 
that  the  Cunmmwealth  has,  in  a  thoroughly 
legal  and  proper  manner,  adopted  Dal- 
gety  as  the  Capital.  I  should  thin^  that 
even  the  speech  of  the  Attorney -General 
would  have  conWnced  honorable  members 
that  such  is  not  the  case.  It  was  cm- 
tended  in  1903,  and  in  1904,  not  only  by 
myself,  but  by  others,  that  the  courSe  which 
was  then  about  to  be  adopted  in  the  selection 
of  a  Capital  Site  was  unconstitutional.  The 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  enables 
this  Parliament  to  select  the  Capital  Site 
distinctly  provides  that  it  shall  be  an  area 
which  has  either  been  granted  to  or  acquired 
by  the  CcMnmonwealth.  The  actual  words 
of  the  section  are —  ■ 

The  Seat  of  'Government  of  the  Commwi- 
wealth  shall  be  determined  by  the  Parliament, 
and  shall  be  within  territory  which  shall  have 
been  granted  to  or  acquired  by  the  Common- 
wealth, and  shall  be  vested  in  and  belong  to 
the  Commonwealth,  and,  if  New  South  Walei 
be  an  original  State,  shall  be  in  that  State,  and 
be  distant  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  from 
Sydney. 

In  1903,  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  the 

following  remarks — 

Evidently  the  f ramers  of  the  Constilutioi> 
assumed  either  that  some  State  would  grant 
certain  territory,  or  that  the  Commonwealth 
would  acquire  certain  .territory,  before  Parlia- 
ment chose  a  site,  and,  therefore,  the  section 
provides  that  the  Seat  of  Govemmeat  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Parliament,  not  within  terri- 
tory which  shall  be  granted  or  acqui  red ,  but 
within  territory  which  "  shall  have  been " 
granted  or  acquired.  No  territory  has  been 
granted  or  acquired,  and  yet  we  are  asked  to 
pass  a  Bill  to  determine  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Is  not  that  our  present 
position? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Exactly.  In 
1904,  I  said — 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  whole  difficulty  which 
has  arisen  is  the  result  of  a  misconceived  form 
of  procedure. 

Then  I  went  on  to  quote  the  section  in  the 
Constitution.  I  have  always  thought  that 
the  function  of  an  Attorney-General  is  to 
'*  hold  the  scales  "  in  laying  information  on 
any  legal  question  before  the  House.  But 
to-day  the  honorable  gentleman  assumed  the 
attitude  of  the  advocate,  and  contended  at 
length,  and  with  force,  that  what  has  been 
done  is  perfectly^  <^t,^t&,nftl,glgut  I 
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ask,  as  I  have  asked  before,  if  this 
House  has,  within  its  constitutional  rights, 
chosen  the  Capital  Site,  why  does  the  Go- 
vernment not  act  on  the  choke,  and  put 
in  a  peg,  or  some  other  symbol  of  owner- 
ship, in  order  to  give  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  an  opportimity  to  bring 
the  whole  question  before  the  High  Coun, 
in  an  actiwi  for  trespass  ?  The  *Govern- 
ment  are  evidently  ctxiscious  of  their 
unconstitutional  position,  and  have  hesi- 
tated to  put  into  force  the  legal  power 
alleged  to  exist.  I  am  not  alone  in  the 
opinicm  I  then  expressed;  for  since  that 
time,  Mr.  Wade,  the  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  has  taken  the  opinion  of  Sir  Julian 
Salomons  and  Mr.  Cecil  Stephen,  two  of 
the  ablest  and  most  experienced  coun< 
sel  in  the  senior  State,  to  the  same  effect. 
The  passing  of  that  Act  was,  ad- 
mittedly, an  indication  to  the  State 
of  New  South  Wales  of  the  de- 
sire of  the  Commonwealth  Parliament 
that  a  site  at  Dalgety  should  be  ceded ;  but 
inasmuch  as  it  was  Mily  the  first  step  to- 
wards obtaining  it.  there  is  not  the  same 
objection  to  dealing  Vith  the  question 
now.  as  there  would  be  if  we  were 
actually  re-opening  the  whole  matter. 
The  Act  is,  ineffectual  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  site  for  the  Com- 
monwealth. That  view  is  taken  by  the  two 
authors  who  wrote  T/ie  Annotated  Con- 
sUtution  of  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth, the  recognised  treatise  upon  the 
Ccmstitution.  They  say — 
'  The  chief  nuestion  which  has  arisen  in  con- 
nexion with  these  words  is  whether  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Seat  of  Government  rests,  in 
Ihe  last  resort,  solely  with  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment, or  whether  the  Federal  Parliament  is 
limited  in  its  choice  to  sites  offered  by  the 
Parliament  of   New  South  Wales. 

The  Annotated  Constitution  was  published 
befwe  this  Parliament  met.  We  have  not 
only  the  authority  of  the  authors  of  this 
work  that  there  is  something  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  this  view,  but  also  the  best  avail - 
aWe  I^I  opinions  in  New  South  Wales. 
The  p(Mnt  is  important ;  because  a  ntimber 
of  hwiorable  members,  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Parliament  in  1904,  are  possibly 
under  the  impression  that  the  Parliament 
has  done  all  that  the  Constitution  required, 
in  order  to  possess  the  Ccanmonwealth  of 
a  site,  and  possibly  this  is  operating  to  in- 
duce thwn  to  hesitate  about  interferini; 
with  the  choice  which  is  being  made.  Al- 
though the  Attorney-General  has  adopted 
the  r61e  of  advocate  for  Dalgety,  he  has 
not  dted  a  single  legal  opinion  against  the 


view  which  I  have  put  forward  from  the 
recognised  treatise  on  the  Ccmstitution,  as 
the  basis  of  the  opimon  furnished  to  the 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr,  Chantek. — What  guarantee  have  we 
that  any  site  which  we  mav  choose  will  be 
ceded? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— If  the  site 
chosen  is  one  which  the  Parliament  of  New 
South  Wales  has  expressed  itself  willing 
to  cede,  there  will  be  no  delay. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  have  always 
taken  the  ground  that  there  should  be  nego- 
tiation before  legislation. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes.  This,  like 
many  more  questions  involving  State  as  well 
as  Commonwealth  rights,  should  be,  not 
the  subject  of  aggressive  legislation,  bat  of 
preliminary  conciliatory  meetings  to  secure 
an  amicable  arrangement. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Land  at  Dalgety  was 
offered,  and  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Land  at  Bombala,  which 
is  the  same  thing. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— It  is  all  Southern 
McHiaro. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— There  is  a  dis- 
tance of  something  like  40  miles  between 
Dalgety  and  Bombala.  We  have  been  re- 
minded recently  of  the  desirability  of 
not  legislating  on  the  border  land  of  Cwn- 
monwealth  and  State  rights,  where  interests 
may  clash,  without  trying  first  to  artange 
amicably  questions  of  which  a  forced  settle- 
ment might  lead  to  reprisals.  No  decision 
made  by  us  coidd  be  more  far-reaching  than 
this.  If  we  were  to  finally  determine  upon 
a  site  unfavorably  regarded  by  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales, 
there  would  prolxibly  result  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  friction.  I  do  not  em- 
phasize the  statement  so  as  to  give 
any  one  the  chance  to  say  that  it  has 
been  held  out  as  a  threat ;  but -it  will  l)e 
generally  admitted  that  it  is  highly  desir- 
able, where  it  can  be  done  without  run- 
ning counter  to  the  interests  of  Australia, 
to  arrange  matters  of  mutual  concern,  so 
as  to  leave  the  best  possible  feeling  between 
the  States  and  the  Commcmwealth.  Can- 
berra is  a  site  favorably  regarded  by  the 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  who  com- 
mands a  large  majority  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Wise.— What? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— If  the  honorable 
member  had  read  the  repqrts  ,q£jM  xecent 
Parliamentary  proMBJ^Aif  Sfc^fflSTh** 
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would  see  ths,t  this  gentleman  has  only  re- 
cently carried  by  substantial  majorities 
measures  which  received  the  determined  op- 
position of  his  opponents.  Those  who 
know  the  positicm  of  parties  thoie  are 
aware  that  a  ptomise  made  by  him  is  prac- 
ticallv  equivalent  to  a  promise  made  by  the 
State.  At  all  events,  that  is  the  opinion 
which  most  people  would  glean  from  a  care- 
ful survey  of  the  situation. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Many  mem- 
bers of  the  State  Opposition  are  with  him 
in  this. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes. 

Mr.  Webster. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber argue  that  the  lerritorv  must  be  ceded 
by  the  State  in  the  first  instance? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Yes.  This  is 
not  the  Parliament  that  chose  Dalgety. 
That  site  was  illegally  chosen  by  a  Parlia- 
ment differently  constituted.  Our  proceed- 
ings even  now  will  be  merely  an  indication 
to  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  as  to  the 
site  which  we  desire  it  to  cede  to  us. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Is  every  Parliament  to 
take  a  vote  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Xa  If  we 
choose  a  site  within  the  compact  entered  into 
with  New  South  Wales,  the  steps  necessary 
to  place  it  at  our  disposal  will  be  taken 
liefore  any  other  Parliament  can  consider 
the  matter.  All  that  we  can  do  now  is 
to  indicate,  as  a  preliminary  requisite  to 
action,  the  site  which  we  desire.  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
compact  entered  into  by  the  Premiers,  and 
the  attitude  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan.  The  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition said  that  he  remembered  vividly  the 
perfervid  appeal  made  1^  the  right  honcM*- 
able  member  to  the  House — and  I  remem- 
ber it,  too — to  give  effect  to  an  implied  con- 
tract with  the  people  of  Western  Australia 
in  regard  to  a  proposed  trans-continental 
railway. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  that; 
I  said  ihat  the  public  men  of  Australia 
held  out  to  the  people  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia the  hope  that  the  railway  would  be 
made,  and  thus  induced  them  to  vote  for 
the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  asked  us  to  keep  faith  with 
the  people  of  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  said  that  there 
was  an  honorable  understanding. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— That  there  was 
an  honorable  understanding,  although  it 
was  not  set  out  in  the  Constitution, 


Sir  John  Forrest. — I  said  that  the 
people  of  Western  .Australia  agreed  to 
Federation,  expecting  lo  get  the  railway. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  right 
honcwable  member  may  have  used  better 
Language  than  mine;  but  I  am  stating  the 
plain,  bald  effect  of  his  conation.  I 
challenge  him  to  deny  that  he  has  said  that 
there  was  "  an  honorable  understanding," 
and  that  he  appealed  to  us  to  observe  it.  I 
understood  ttie  right  hon-jrable  member  for 
East  Sydney  lo  say  in  the  same  spirit,  "  I 
.ippeal  to  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  to  observe,  not  an  .'mplied  or  verbal 
understanding,  but  the  written  undertaking 
to  which  he,  as  Premier  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia, subscribed,  that  a  site  should  be 
chosen  within  a  reasonable  distance  from 
Sydney." 

Sir  JoifN  Forrest.— What  is  a  reason- 

ible  distance? 

Mr.  CiiANTEK. — Was  the  agreement  ever 
submitted  to  the  Parliaments  of  the 
States? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— When  Premiers 
meet  In  conference,-  it  is  recognised  that 
they  bind  those  whom  they  represent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Is  it  not  usual  for  their 
agreements  to  be  sulwnitted  to  Parliament? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member  knows  what  occurred.  The  At- 
torney-General has  now  stated  that  the 
New  South  Wales  PaHiament  left  the 
choice  of  the  Capital  unconditionally  to 
ihe  Federal  Parliament;  but,  as  has  been 
explained,  it*  was  subsequently  stipulated 
by  Sir  Georj^e  Turner,  then  Premier  of 
Victoria,  that  a  site  should  not  be  chosei* 
in  or  within  loo  miles  of  Sydney.  That 
altered  the  whole  situaticMi.  The  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  who  was  then  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales,  thereupon  said,  in 
effect :  "  If  Sydney  is  to  be  barred,  I  insist 
upon  a  further  stipulation,  a  perfectly  justi- 
fiable one."  He  said,  '*  If  you  bar  Syd- 
ney, and  the  country  within  a  radius  of  xoo 
miles,  there  must  be  a  further  stipulatim — 
not  a  mere  wrbal  or  implied  under- 
standing." 

Sir  John  Forrest — When  did  he  say 
that? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— At  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  tJid  not. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  conditioit 
was  put  into  writing,  that  although  the- 
Capital  should  not  be  in  Svdney,  or  with- 
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Mr.  Frazeb. — ^Hiat  is  not  the  language 
employed.  "  At  a  reasonable  distance  from 
Sydney  "  is  very  different  from  "  vrithin  a 
reasonable  distance  of  Svdney." 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH!— I  do  not  recog- 
nise any  difference.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  actually  signed  that  docu- 
ment in  which  he  undertook  to  recognise 
the  ri^t  of  New  South  Wales  to  have  the 
CafMtal  established  at  a  reasonable  distance 
from  Sydnej-.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
this  phase  of  the  question  further  than  to 
-say  that  the  appeal  made  by  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  the  rig^  hmorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  was  a  \'ery  reasonable  one. 
He  said,  in  effect:  "We  recognised  your 
appeal  to  us  with  regard  to  the  Western 
Australian  railway ;  we  recognised  your 
statement  that  there  was  an  implied  obliga- 
non  on  the  part  of  the  Commcmwealth  to 
construct  that  line,  and  you  ought  now  to 
recognise  something  that  is  infinitely  more 
binding — an  agreement  contained  in  a 
written  document  which  you  yourself 
signed."  That  was  a  rational  appeal,  but 
instead  of  rec^ving  it  in  the  spirit  in  which 
it  was  made,  and  restriving  to  reciprocate, 
the  ri^t  honorable  member  worked  him- 
self into  a  passion,  and  made  some  obser- 
vations that  were  not  called  for.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  in  the  Victorian 
press,  as  well  as  at  public  meetings  in 
Victoria,  with  reference  to  what  is  described 
as  the  "bush  capital."  All  that  has  been 
said  on  that  score  can  be  apeedilv  disposed 
of.  Honorable  menibers  will  realize  by 
glancing  at  the  short  histwy  of  this  move- 
ment that  had  it  not  been  for  the  stand 
which  the  people  of  Victoria  todc,  through 
their  representative,  Sir  George  Turner, 
there  would  have  been  a  possibility  of  the 
Capital  being  estaUished  in  Sydney.  Sir 
George  Turner,  as  the  representative  of 
Victoria,  said,  in  effect,  at  the "  Conference 
of  Premiers-:  "  We  bar  Sydney,  and  we 
object  to  the  Capital  being  established 
within  a  radius  of  100  miles  of  that  city." 

Mr.  TuDOK. — That  was  after  the  Pre- 
mier of  New  South  Wales  had  said :  "  In 
this  matter,  we  bar  all  Australia,  except 
New  South  Wales." 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— He  said  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  If  the  Capital  is  estab- 
lished in  what  is  popularly  described  as 
"the  bush,"  it  will  be  due  to  the  action 
taken  by  Victoria  through  its  then  Premier, 
Sir  George  Turner,  in  stipulating  as  a 
condititMi  to  their  acceptance  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  the  Capital  should  not  be  within 
100  miles  of  Sydney. 


Mr.  Webstok. — ^Tbe  rigfat  boncwable 
member  for  East  Sydney  suggested  that  it 
should  not  be  within  7^  miles  of  Sydney. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  discussing 
the  broad  general  question  and  not  the 
views  of  individuals. 

^ir.  Websteb. — The  honorable  member 
is  not  right  in  placing  the  blame  on  Sir 
ijeorge  Turner's  shoulders. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SNUTH,- 1  am  not  con- 
demning his  action.  I  am  merely  pointing 
out  that  if  the  Capital  is  established  "  in 
the  bush,"  as  it  is  called,  it  will  be  due  to 
the  acticMi  taken  by  Victoria,  through  its 
Premier,  and  diat  therefcne  it  ill  becnnes 
the  press  and  the  people  of  this  State  to 
now  say :  "  We  object  to  a  bush  capital." 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
people  of  Victoria  are  much  concerned 
about  the  matter.  It  is  the  press  that  is 
responsible  for  the  agitation. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  people  may 
not  be  so  much  concerned;  but  the  press 
rwwadays  is  the  mouthpiece  of  the  public. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  its  independoice, 
we  know  that  just  as  the  metem^ogist  is 
ooostantly  on  the  watch  for  weather  condi- 
tions, so  the  newspaper  editors  are  ever 
on-  the  watch  to  determine  which  way  popu- 
lar feeling  is  running,  and  that  they  write 
their  articles  acowdingly.  I  have  read  in 
both  the  Argus  and  the  Age  articles  delibe- 
ratelv  advocating^  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  determination  of  this  question. 
The  Age  in  one  article  said  in  effect:  "  It 
is  true  that  the  Constitution  provides  that 
the  Capital  shall  be  within  New  South 
Wales,  but  it  does  not  say  when  it  shall  be 
established. ' '  Therefore,  to  use  its  own 
words,  we  are  to  deal  with  this  question  on 
the  principle  of  the  Merchant  of  Venice, 
and  let  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
have  the  Capital  established  in  that  State 
at  some  future  time !  The  attitude  of  the 
Argus  is  equally  reprehensible.  In  one  of 
its  leading  articles,  it  deliberately  advo- 
cated the  indefinite  postponement '  of  the 
question.  At  the  general  election  some  five 
years  ago,  it  supported  for  the  Senate  four 
candidates  who  placed  in  the  forefront  of 
their  platform  the  words:  "  The  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  dioice  of  a  Capital." 
and  who  received  100,000  votes  from  the 
people  of  Victoria,  although  proposing  to 
make  that  unrighteous  breach  of  the  ccmi- 
pact. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Those  are  Torv  tactics. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Thev'  were  also 
the  tactics  of  the  Aee,  which  the  hcmorable 
member  may  dess^iibedas  MieC^ld^J^ 
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Mr.  Frazer. — The  Age  is  as  bad. 

Mr,  BRUCE  SMITH.— A  good  deal 
ha&  been  said  of  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  visiting  the  various  suggested 
sites.  I  am  CKie  ot  the  few  honoiable  mem- 
bers who  have  not  yet  visited  any  df  them. 
I  contend  that  I  am  equally  as  ccwnpetent 
as  those  who  have  visited  them  to  express 
an  opinion  on  the  question.  In  my  view, 
there  is  no  qualification  in  respect  of  a 
CafHtal  Site  which  cannot  be  indicated  to 
this  H(Hise  quite  as  well  cm  paper  as  by 
perscMial  inspection.  The  question  of  water 
supply  is  one  for  engineers  to  deal  with  in 
reports.  The  question  of  soil  can  also  be 
dealt  with  in  reports,  whilst  the  question  of 
climate  cannot  be  determined  in  a  visit  of  a 
day.  We  have  had  an  ircmical  illustration 
of  the  value  of  cxie-dav  visits  to  suggested 
sites  so  far  as  the  determination  of  the  suit- 
abililv  of  the  climate  is  concerned.  A 
partv  of  honorable  members  happened  to 
visit  Albury  on  a  very  hot  day,  and  after 
their  departure  the  people  protested  against 
the  suitability  of  that  town  as  a  site  for 
the  Federal  Capital  being  determined  by 
that  one  visit,  on  the  ground  that  the  day 
in  question  was  one  of  the  hottest  that 
had  ever  been  experieraxd  there.  They 
urged  that  the  average  temperature  should 
be  taken,  and  that  a  residence  of  a  few 
months  would  enable  us  to  judge  whether, 
so  far  as  climate  was  concerned,  Albury 
would  be  a  desirable  site.  Thus  a  visit  to 
any  of  the  sites  is  of  no  service  in  enabling 
us  to  determine  the  suitability  of  the 
climate.  With  regard  to  scenery^  what  do 
we  find?  We  have  exposed  in  this  House 
photographs  which  have  been  deliberately 
faked  to  mislead  facmorable  members.  We 
have  one  photograph,  evidaitly  taken  by 
an  artist,  portraying  a  view  of  the  Snowy 
RivM^,  on  which  some  esthetic  individuals 
might  arrive  at  a  determination. 

Mr.  Page. — It  is  a  fine  picture. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— It  is.  and  it 
portrays  magnificent  scenery,  but  it  has 
one  drawback. 

Mr.  Maloney. — If  the  honorable  member 
has  not  been  to  Dalgety,  how  can  he  ex- 
prfiss  an  ODinion  with  respect  to  the  picture? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— 1  baye  my 
opinion  on  the  judgment  of  an  honorable 
member  who  has  been  there.  The  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney,  who  was  for 
some  years  the  honorable  member's  leader 
in  this  House,  stated  to-ni^ht  that  he  recpg 
nised  the  photojrraph  as  that  of  a  scene  on 
river  40  miles  above  Dalgety  !  That 
igraph  was  exposed  for  the  edification 


of  honorable  members,  and  to  enable  them 
to  judge  of  the  merits  of  Dalgety.  Vet,  oa 
the  evidence  of  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney,  who  has  visited  the  Snowy 
Rirer  as'  u  fisherman,  it  is  a  p'rlure  of  tte 
river  at  a  point  40  miles  above  Dalgety,  and 
(juite  beyond  the  proposed  Federal  terri- 
tor\\ 

Mr.  Pace. — That  is  immaterial.  It  is 
a  picture  of  the  Snowy  River,  from  which  it 
is  proposed  that  we  shall  draw  our  water 
supply. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Some  wag  has 
since  added  to  the  inscription,  "View  of  the 
Snowy  River  "  the  words  "  40  miles  above 
Dalgety,"  so  that  honcnrable  members  will 
now  know  the  truth  about  it.  I  speak  with* 
out  any  bias.  T  am  glad  that  that  state- 
ment proTOkes  laughter.  At  one  time  I  was 
rr.ther  inclined  to  favour  Dalgety.  I  knew 
that  it  had  a  very  fine  water  supply,  ano 
that  if  the  Parliament  could  be  induced  to 
sit  only  during  the  summer  months  the 
climate  would  be  all  that  could  be  desired. 
I  always  felt  that  it  was  too  far  from  Syd- 
ney, but  reflected  that  it  was  possible  that, 
in  the  future,  there  might  be  a  railway  fram 
the  Capital  to  Eden,  and  that  people  might 
thus  be  able  to  reach  it  from  Sydney  or 
Melbourne  by  large  steamen  touching  at 
that  port.  The  mote  I  know  of  Eden  as  a 
port,  however,  the  more  satisfied  I  am  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  induce  steamers  of 
any  size  to  call  there  regularly  in  order  to 
accwnmodate  a  few  members  from  Mel- 
bourne or  Sydney.  I  have  arrived,  there- 
fore at  the  conclusion — a  fact  which  I  never 
recognised  before — that  the  people  of  Syd- 
ney, desiring  to  visit  the  Capital,  would 
have  to  travel  to  the  most  south-easterly 
pcH-tion  of  New  South  Wales  in  order  to 
reach  it,  whilst  Victenians  would  have  to 
travel  from  Melbourne  to  Goulbum — whidk 
is  only  a  four  hours'  railway  journey  from 
Sydney— and  would  then  have  to  travel 
southwards  for  eight  hours.  1  n  other 
wwds,  the  time  occupied  in  travelling  from 
Melbourne  to  the  Capital — putting  aside 
Adelaide  and  other  places — would  be 
equivalent  to  a  railway  journey  four  hours 
loncer  than  that  between  Melbourne  and 
Svdnev.  We  have  been  told  by  the  hcBicx'- 
able  member  for  Eden-Mmiaro  that  the 
Victorian  Gox-ernment  will  construct  a  rail- 
wav  to  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — What  I  stated 
was  that  Mr.  Bent  said  last  week  that  he 
intended  to  carrv  a  railway  from  Baimsdale 
to  the  Border,  wherever  the,  Capital  .might 
be  fixed.  DigitizedbydOOQlC  . 
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Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— We  -all  know 
what  such  promises  mean.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  the  honorable  member  tor  Gipps- 
land  that  the  estimated  cost  of  a  railwav 
to  continue  the  Victorian  system  fr<Mn 
Bairnsdale  to  the  foot  of  the  moim- 
tains  

Mr.  Wise.— That  is  not  what  I  said. 

.Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  understood 
the  honorable  member  to  say  that  such  an 
extension  would  cost  ;^i,400,ooo.  Is  it 
likely  that  Victoria  would  construct  a  line 
of  railway  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
whidi  are  very  similar  -to  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains of  New  South  Wales,  and  then 
extend  it  over  those  mountains  at  a  cost 
of  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds, 
in  order  to  carry  ten  or  fifteen  mem- 
bers every  week  to  the  Federal  Capital  ? 
If  the-  line  of  railway  contemplated 
by  this  State  is  designed  mere!  y  for 
OMnmercial  purposes,  it  is  not  likely 
to  be  carried  over  a  range  of  moun- 
tains in  order  to  reach  part  of  another 
State  in  which  Victoria  cannot  trade. 
Therefore,  we  have  to  take  the  estimated 
cost  of  400,000  plus  whatever  it  would 
cost — if  Victoria  were  foolish  enough  to 
build  it — to  construct  a  Kne  over  moun- 
tains as  difficult  to  negotiate  as  are'  the 
Blue  Mountains  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  was  estimated,  some 
three  years  ago,  that  such  a  line  would  cost 
;£3,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  not  at  all 
surprised.  Dalgety,  then,  is  in  that  posi- 
tion, so  far  as  a  railway  on  the  Victcwian 
side  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — To  say  nothing  of 
an  expenditure  of  /',2 ,000,000  01 
000,000  in  providing  a  breakwater. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  wish 
to  exaggerate  the  figures.  If  the  Victorian 
representatives  were  compelled  to  travel 
from  Melbourne  to  Goulbum,  and  then 
undertake  an  eight  hours'  railway  journey 
in  a  south-easterly  directicwi,  that  would 
be  equivalent  to  their  travelling  on  to 
Newcastle.  Only  one  interpretation  can 
be  put  upcai  this  continued  attempt  to 
advocate  the  claims  of  Dalgety. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Would  the  hcmorable 
member  regard  Dalgety  as  a  suitable  site 
if  that  railwav  were  built? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  would  not  re- 
gard it  as  being  as  suitable  a  site  as  Can- 
berra. But  honorable  members  know  for 
themselves  what  chance  there  is  of  induc- 
ing Victoria  to  spend  ^2,000,000  or 
;^3/ooo,ooo  upon  the  construction  of  that 


railway.  The  right  honorable  meml)er  for 
Swan  realized  that  thoroughly  when  he 
suggested,  apparently  as  a  sop,  that  the 
Commonwealth  should  step  in  and  assist 
Victoria  to  build  a  line  over  those  moun- 
tains for  Federal  purposes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  sav  Vic- 
toria only ;  I  menti(Hied  assistance  to  Uith 
States. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  understood: 
th§  right  honorable  member  to  say  that 
the  Commonwealth  should  help  Victoria, 
to  climb  those  mountains  with  a  rail- 
way  

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  also  help  Xew 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  .—New  South 
Wales  would  not  want  that  help. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  know  a  good  deal 
about  the  matter — perhaps  more  than  the 
honorable  member  thinks. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  when  Minister  of  Public  Works  in 
New  South  Wales  eighteen  years  ago,  I 
officially  opened  the  railway  to  Cocxna 
and  had  the  extended  line  to  Delegate  sur- 
veyed, so  that  it  was  contemplated  long 
before  Federation  was  accomplished. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  was  a  line  to 
Bombala  that  the  hraiorable  member  had 
surveyed. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— A  line  of  rail- 
way to  Dalgety  would  be  a  commercial  fail- 
way.  But  where  the  project  fails  is  in 
expecting  that  Victoria  would  onnplete  a 
railway  over  the  mountains  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  honorable  members  into 
the  Federal  Capital. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  are  millions 
of  pounds'  worth  of  timber  in  that  country,, 
and  plenty  of  good  soil,  in  additi(Hi  to» 
minerals. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  am  not  sup- 
porting Canberra  because  I  regard  it  as  the 
Iiest  possible  site.  If  I  were  asked  to 
name  absolutely  the  best  site  I  should  replv 
"  Lyndhurst."'  But  I  now  recognise  that 
unless  something  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
promise is  effected  between  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales  there  is  very  little 
chance  of  this  question  being  settled. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  has  not  seen  any  of  the  sites. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  has  a  sort  of  fever  for 
ocular  demonstration  of  evervthingi  I  con- 
fess that  I  do  not  i^zthgyAMS>^^]k^  such 
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denuMistTaticHi.  In  the  matter  of  a  Federal 

Capital  Site  I  do  not  think  that  ocular  de- 
monstration can  serve  any  useful  purpose 
.except  to  Sfhow  honorable  memliers  the 
scenery  surrounding  it,  and  that  scenery 
can  be  reproduced  by  honest  photography. 
In  the  vestibule  of  this  House  there  are 
some  very  hcmest  photographs  of  the  Can- 
berra site.  I  shall  vote  for  that  site,  not 
because  I  think  it  is  the  best  cme,  but  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  the  nearest  approach  tn 
it.  If  I  could  see  a  'site  nearly  half  way 
between  Sydney  and  Melbourne  I  should 
vote  for  it  in  order  to  avoid  disputes  here- 
after. Had  a  site  been  available  at  Yass 
and  had  a  sufficient  water  supply  been 
forthcoming,  I  should  have  supported  it. 

Mr.  Carr. — Win  the  honorable  member 
test  the  questicm  of  the  selection  of  Lynd- 
hurst  again  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  do  not  know 
that  honorable  members  would  support  me 
if  I  did  so.  The  honorable  member,  al- 
though he  has  only  been  a  brief  period  in 
political  life,  must  recognise  that  under  the 
system  of  exhaustive  ballot  there  is  a  dan- 
;^er  that  one  may  lose  the  site  which  he 
favours  most.  If  the  honorable  member 
can  satisfy  me  that  if  I  propose  the  selec- 
tion of  Lyndhurst  I  shall  obtain  it,  I  am 
prepared  to  take  action  in  the  directioi  he 
suggests.  I  repeat,  I  shall  vote  for  Can- 
Iwrra,  because  it  constitutes  the  fairest 
a»npromise  which  can  be  made. 

Mr.  WEBsmt. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
Canberra  site  is  supported  by  the  Sydney 
Morning  Herald  and  the  DaUy  Telegrafht 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  take  my  data 
from  proper  sources.  The  honorable  raem- 
l)er  may  vote  for  Dalgety  because  the  Age 
.advocates  its  selection.  I  do  not  say  that 
it  is  so.  The  Age  is  not  a  paper  to  which 
I  go  for  light  and  leading.  If  I  desired 
to  find  a  way  out  of  a  difficulty— a  very 
subtle  way — I  might  go  to  that  journal  for 
assistance,  but  for  light  and  leading  I 
should  not  consult  it.  I  shall  support  the 
Canlierra  site,  because  it  represents  the 
nt-arest  approach  to  a  fair  comprMnise  be- 
tween the  two  capitals.  I  understand  from 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney 
that  Canberra  is  twelve  hours  distant  from 
Melbourne,  and  eight  hours  distant  from 
.Svdnev.  Honorable  members  from  New 
South  Wales  have  to  spend  thirty-two  hours 
in  the  train  each  week  in  order  to  attend  to 
their  parliamentary  duties.  As  we  have 
done  that  for  seven  vears,  I  do  not  think 
that  we  are  asking  anything  very  unrea- 
sonable when  we  ask — in  spite  of  the  con- 


dition inserted  in  the  Premiers'  memoran- 
dum— that  a  site  shall  be  chosen,  which, 
according  to  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney,  is  fitted  in  every  way  for 
the  purposes  of  a  Federal  Capital. 

Mr.  MxHcai. — Did  not  the  honorable 
member  lay  it  down  in  a  former  speech  that 
the  Federal  Capital  should  be  equally  in- 
convenientlv  situated  for  everybody? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  did.'  I  held 
that  it  ought  to  be  equally  inconvenient  

Mr.  Cakk. — ^And  equally  accessible. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— And  equally 
accessible  or  inaccessible.  I  felt  that, 
if  we  could  get  into  a  place  where 
the  inconvenience  to  all  the  States 
would  be  fairly  balanced,  we  should 
be  likely  to  get  our  work  accomplished  in  a 
shorter  period,  because  there  would  be  no 
other  occupation  to  divert  honorable  mem- 
bers from  the  task  of  legislation, 

\iT.  Mahon. — Then  we  ought  to  go  to 
Oodnadatta. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— No.  I  did  not 
say  that  we  should  go  to  as  inacoessibje  a 
place  as  we  could  get,  but  that  the  incon- 
venience should  be  equally  distributed. 
With  regard  to  the  cost  of  establishing  a 
Federal  Capital  I  desire  to  say  one  cm-  two 
words.  I  know  that  this  aspect  of  the 
question  has  fwrned  a  very  tiseful  peg  upon 
which  to  hang  many  objections.  Just  be- 
fore the  referendum  upon  the  Constitution 
Bill  took  place  in  New  South  Wales,  a 
great  dispute  occurred  in  that  State  as 
to  what  would  be  the  extra  cost  of 
Federation.  The  two  oppoong  par- 
ties in  that  State  —  the  Federalists 
and  the  anti-Billites  —  determined  to 
have  the  questicHi  inquired  into  be- 
fore the  vote  of  the  electors  was  taken. 
The  anti-Billites  chose  as  their  representa- 
tive a  well-known  Legislative  Councillor  of 
Sydney,  and  the  Federalists  selected  my- 
self. We  chose  as  an  umpire  Mr.  Russell 
French,  the  general  manager  of  the  Bank 
of  New  South  Wales.  These  two  gentle- 
men in  their  report  estimated  that  the  an- 
nual interest  upcm  the  expenditure  involved 
in  building  the  Capital  would  be  ^75,000. 
That  is  to  say,  they  calculated  that  it  wonld 
rost  ^^2,500,000.  But  we  must  recollect 
that  that  was  the  anti-Billite  view.  I 
took  exception  to  their  estimate,  and  ac- 
cordingly had  to  file  with  their  report  an 
addendum  stating  that  I  thoroughly  dis- 
afi^eed  with  that  feature  of  it.  I  ha*e 
had  an  opportunity  from  time  to  time  of 
consulting  the  Gwernment  Architect  of 
New  South  WaleS'sii^^htS^w^-  He 
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has  collected  plans^  diagrams,  and  sections 
oi  all  the  great  pariiament  bouses  in  the 
iroiid,  and  be  has  expressed  the  opinion 
that  foi  present  pnrposes — for  the  build- 
ing of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
for  the  election  of  GorenuDent  House,  and 
of  the  neoessaxr  Commonwealth  (^kes — the 
cost  need  not  exceed  some  ;^20o,ooo  or 
;£30o,ooo.    Of  course  we  coaid  not  have 

naibte  halls  or  a  White  House  

Mr.  Webster. — We  could  not  have  a 
building  like  the  one  in  vhich  we  are 
meeting. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— No,  because 
this  building  cost  ;£i,ooo,ooo.  But  we 
coald  have  a  building  which  would  cover 
us,  and  vhich  would  provide  us  with  the 
necessary  accommodation  to  perform  our 
legislative  work.  When  people  talk  about 
the  erectiiMi  of  a  Federal  Capital  involving 
an  expenditure  of  ^1,000,000,  000,000, 
stn6  J^i,ooo,ooo  they  "talk  with  their  foot." 
Nothing  of  the  kind  is  required.  All  that 
is  necessary  is  a  moderate  expenditure,  such 
as  I  have  indicated,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  our  wmrk.  1  think  that  most  of  us  are 
sufficioitly  democratic  to  be  willing  to  put 
1^  with  a  \-cry  simple,  substantial  ouilding 
for  the  purpose.  One  more  word  about  the 
outlet  to  the  sea.  We  all  know  that  with 
regard  to  the  Dalgety  site  it  has  been  pro- 
posed as  a  very  desirable  adjunct  that  there 
should  be  access  to  the  ocean.  Now,  the 
only  part  of  the  coast  which  could  be 
reached  within  a  reasonabla  distance  of 
Dalgety  is  Twofold  Bay.  I  know  Twofold 
Bay  very  well,  and  I  say  that  it  really  is 
not  a  port.  A  port  would  have  to  be  created 
there,  and  at  .very  great  expense,  because  it 
is  open  and  exposed  to  the  ocean.  On  the 
other  hand.  Jervis  Bay  possesses  120  square 
miles  of  deep  water  anchorage. 

Mr.  Frazer. — In  the  event  of  the  Can- 
berra site  being  chosen,  does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  Jervis  Bay  should  be 
taken  over  by  the  Commonwealth  ? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  suggest  that 
every  opportunity  should  be  afforded  this 
Fariiament  to  OMistruct  a  line  of  railway 
there.  I  do  not  think  that  anybody  desires 
to  obtain  control  over  a  harbor  of  ^at  sort. 
It  is  opea  to  the  whole  world.  The  Briti^ 
Fleet  in  Australian  waters  visits  Jervis  Bav 
very  frequently  to  practise  gunnery.  It 
anchors  in  one  comer  of  it,  and  a  person 
can  be  in  another  corner  of  it  widiout  being 
aware  of  the  fleet's  presence. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  Irvine. — What  can  be  the 
object  of  ha:ni^  communication  with  that 


port  by  railway  if  we  have  not  control  over 
a  sufficient  portion  of  its  seaboard? 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  mean  that  the  Comnvxiwealth 
should  own  it? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Yes. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Then  I  would 
not  support  any  soch  {woposal.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  people  of  Xe\v  South  Wales 
would  not  consent  to  cOTopletely  hand  over 
to  the  Ccramonwealth  the  finest  port  which 
Australia  tx>ssesses. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  am  afraid  that 
the  honorable  member  misunderstands  ray 
question,  I  asked  whether  we  should  not 
have  control  over  a  sufiicient  portion  of  the 
Bav  to  make  a  harbor  of  our  own? 

Mr.  BRUCE  S>fITH.— The  harbor  is 
already  there.  Probably  the  hcHKvaMe 
member  desires  some  opporturrity  to  con- 
struct buildings  such  as  those  which  ha\'e 
been  constructed  upon  Garden  Island  in 
Port  Jackson.  I  ha^-e  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  just  as  Xew  South  Wales  has 
given  the  British  Fleet  in  our  waters  every 
facility  to  build  all  necessary  works,  docks, 
Sec,  for  the  repair  of  its  ships  in  Sydney 
Harbor,  so  she  would  be  willing  to  afford 
the  Commonwealth  even-  opportunity  and 
convenience,  and  possibly  to  set  aside  por- 
tion of  the  harbor  for  naval  purposes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — If  we  have  that 
assurance,  it  will  make  the  position  very 
much  ea."iier. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  honorable 
member,  of  course,  understands  that  we 
rannot  bind  the  Parliament  of  New  South 
Wales,  or  introduce  such  a  stipulation  into 
any  Bill.  If  this  House  chooses  a  site 
which  is  favorably  regarded  bv  New  South 
Wales,  and  thus  gets  the  good-will  of  the 
people  of  that  State.  I  am  sure  that  we 
shall  find  ourselves  treated  in  an  open- 
handed,  generous  way ;  because  the  de- 
sire will  doubtless  be  to  make  the  site 
as  fine  as  possible  for  the  honour  of  the 
State,  as  well  as  for  the  honour  of  the 
Commonwealth.  If  honorable  members 
•  think  it  essential  to  have  communication 
with  a  harbor,  that  condition  is  fulfilled 
in  the  case  of  Canberra.  I  shall  vote  for 
the  site  I  have  just  mentioned,  not  because 
I  believe  if  is  the  very  best,  but  because 
it  rejiresents  the  nearest  approach  to  a  com- 
promise between  the  two  great  capitals  of 
Sydney  and  Melbourne. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [9.13].-- We 
have  heard  a  good"  deal  to-night  abcwt  the 
desirableness  of  having  this  matter  finally 
decided,  and  we  1iitii«dbedfpQ@^J^  until 
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it  is  decided  there  will  be  friction.  But 
how  is  the  questicMi  to  be  decided  if  every 
selection  we  make  is  received  by  New  South 
Wales  in  the  way  that  the  selection  of  Dal- 
gety  has  been  received?  It  would  appear 
that  the  only  way  for  us  to  have  this  matter 
settled  is  to  give  up  all  our  rights  and, 
cap  in  hand,  ask  the  New  South  Wales 
Parliament  to  kindly  tell  us  which  site  we 
may  select. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  a  good 
Federal  spirit  I 

Mr.  WISE.— It  is  the  spirit  in  which 
New  South  Wales  has  always  approached 
this  question.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  this  compact  of  the  Premiers ;  but 
it  is  very  singular  that  the  view  presented 
to-night  was  never  pressed  on  the  House 
<>n  any.  former  occasion.  It  is  true  that 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
referred  to  a  compact  in  a  speech  he  made 
in  1904 ;  but  he  never  pressed  it  as  a 
reason  why  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  and  Sir  George  Turner  should  vote 
for  a  site  within  what  is  called  a  "  reason- 
able distance  of  Sydney."  So  little,  was 
this  compact  onisidered,  that  in  both  bal- 
lots Sir  GcOTge  Turner  voted  for  the 
Southern  Monaro  site. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook." — But  Sir  George 
Turner  afterwards  said  that  had  he  thought 
of  that  agreement,  he  would  not  have  voted 
for  DalRety. 

Mr.  WISE. — It  is  of  no  use  Sir  George 
Turner  saying  that  now,  when  he  has  no 
vote  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  word  of  Sir 
George  Turner  will  -  be  taken  quite  as 
readily  as  that  of  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  WISE. — Sir  George  Turner  was  in 
the  House  when  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  referred  to  the  matter,  so 
that  he  cannot  say  he  did  not  know  of  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Does  the  honwable 
member  hear  every  word  that  is  said  in  the 
House? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  quoted  that 

agreement  at  a  later  stage. 

Mr.  WISE. — The  honorable  member 
spoke  in  July,  and  the  vote  was  taken  in 
August. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  quoted  the 
c(»npact  in  a  thin  house,  and  many  honor- 
able members  never  heard  the  quotation. 

Mr.  WISE.— The  majority  of  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales  adopted  the  Consti- 
tution, as  originally  drawn,  without  any 
regard  to  this  agre«nent. 

Mr.  Reid. — Not  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  New  South  Wales — only '70,000  out  of 
300,000. 


Mr.  WISE. — I  am  using  the  usual 
language  when  referring  to  such  matters, 
and  I  mean  the  majority  of  the  people  who 
were  sufficiently  interested  to  record  their 
votes.  The  memorandum  points  out  that 
originally  it  was  provided  that  the  Seat  of 
Government  should  be  detoinined  by  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament,  and  should  be 
within  territory  vested  in  the  Common- 
wealth. It  will  be  seen  that  under  that 
provision  the  whole  of  Australia  was  open 
to  the  Commonwealth;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion, with  that  provision  in  it,  was  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  New  South 
Wales. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Why  was  the  Constitu- 
tion defeated  in  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  WISE. — It  was  not  defeated  by  a 
majority  of  the  people ;  the  statutory 
majority  was  altered  by  New  South  Wales 
after  the  agreement  as  to  tiie  minimum 
had  been  entered  inta  However,  let  us 
read  what  the  previous  compact  wis— 

tt  is  considered  that  the  fixing  of  the  Site 
of  Capital  is  a  question  which  might  be  left 
to  the  Parliament  to  decide;  but,  io  view  of  the 
strong  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to  this 
matter  in  New  South  Wales,  the  Premiers  have 
modified  the  clause,  so  that  while  the  Capital 
cannot  be  fixed  at  Sydney,  or  in  its  neiehbour- 
hood,  provision  is  made  m  the  Constitutioa  for 
its  establishment  in  New  South  Wales  at  a 
reasonable  distance  from  that  city,  and  the 
Premiers  have  therefore  agreed  that  in  lieu  of 
the  original  clause  the  following  clause  shall 
be  substituted  : — 

"  The  Seat  of  Government  of  the  Common- 
wealth shall  be  determined  by  the  Parliament, 
and  shall  be  within  territory  which  shall  hare 
been  granted  to  or  acquired  by  the  Common- 
wealth, and  shall  be  vested  in  and  belonf;  to 
the  Commonwealth,  and  if  New  South  Wales 
be  an  original  State  shall  be  in  that  State,  and 
be  distant  not  less  than  one  hundred  miles  from 
Sydney." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  was  the  form 
to  crystallize  the  idea  of  "  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  Sydney." 

Mr.  WISE.— It  was  a  form  which 
was  so  crystallized  as  to  leave  out 
what  is  now  al  leged  to  be  the  es- 
sence of  the  contract.  The  right  honor- 
able member  for  East  Sydney  knows,  as  a 
lawyer,  that  what  binds  people  is  the  docu- 
ment which  represents  the  final  conclusion 
of  their  agreement— the  document  in  which 
all  their  discussions  and  negotiations  are 
reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  Reid. — Had  I  known  that  I  was 
going  to  meet  men  like  the  honorable  mem- 
ber I  would  have  had  the  stipulation  as 
the  essence  of  the  bond. 

Mr.  WISE.  —  Do  honorable  members 
think  that  the  people  of  the  other  6vc 
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States — who  do  not  seem  to  be  considered 
at  all  in  this  matter — would  have  accepted 
the  Constitution  had  this  compact  or  agree- 
ment been  included? 

Mr.  Reid. — Yes ;  they  would  have  done 
anything  to  get  New  South  Wales  to  join 
the  Federation. 

Mr.  WISE.— At  the  time  when  the 
amended  Constitution  was  before  the  people 
each  of  the  Melbourne  morning  newspapers 
circulated  a  memorandum  explaining  the 
amended  arrangement.  The  Argus  memo- 
randum was  prepared  by  Sir  John  Quick, 
and  in  it  we  find  this  reference — 

The  amendment  first  in  interest,  if  not  in 
importance,  is  that  relating  to  the  Site  of  the 
future  Capital  of  the  Commonwealth.  Under 
the   Bill  as  framed  by  the  Convention  it  was 

Erovided  that  the  Sea't  of  Government  should 
e  determined  by  the  Federal  Parliament,  and 
that  it  should  be  within  Federal  territorv.  Tbc 
amendment  now  proposed  is  that  the  Seat  of 
Government  shall  be  in  New  South  Wales,  ana 
be  distant  not  less  than  too  mites  from  Sydney. 
In  all  probability,  if  the  matter  had  been  left 
in  the  bands  of  the  Federal  Parliament,  the 
Capital  would  have  been  fixed  somewhere  in 
New  South  Wales;  her  strong  claim,  founded 
on  seniority  and  the  vast  and  suitable  territory 
available  for  such  a  purpose,  would  have  told 
in  bcT  favour. 

There  is  not  a  word  there  about  a  reason- 
able distance  frC«n  Sydney.  The  Age 
memorandum  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Isaacs 
and  Mr.  Mackay,  the  present  Minister  of 
Lands  of  Victoria,  and  contains  the  fol- 
lowing— 

With  regard  to  the  Site  of  the  Capital,  the 
Federal  Parliament  was  previously  unrestricted 
in  its  choice  provided  the  place  selected  was 
within  territorv  vested  in  the  Commooweallh. 
By  the  amendment  the  Parliament  is  limited 
to  a  selection  within  New  South  Wales,  at  a 
distance  of  at  least  loo  miles  from  Sydney. 
.  .  The  compact  made  must  and  will  be  hon- 
orably adhered  to,  and  there  will,  it  is  hoped 
aai  believed,  be  not  a  moment's  unnecessary 
dela^  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  intention  of  the 
parties  in  arriving  at  the  agreement.  But  in 
raafcin?  the  concession  sentiment  has  alr=:tdy 
had  full  weight  given  to  it,  and  it  will  be  the 
manifest  duty  of  the  Parliament  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  it,  to  select,  as  the  seat  of 
government,  whatever  site  it  considers  most  in 
the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  as  a  whole. 

There  is  not  a  word  there  about  a  reason- 
able distance  from  Svdney.  The  electors 
when  they  voted  certainly  did  not  believe 
that  in  the  matter  of  the  Federal  Capital 
they  were  to  be  confined  to  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  the  loo-mile  limit.  If 
that  were  the  intention,  why  did  not  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
insert  words  to  the  effect  that  the  Federal 
Cai»tal  must  be  at  a  distance  of  not  less 


than  too  miles,  nor  more  than  200  miles, 
from  Svdney  ? 

Mr.  Reid.  —  Had  I  thought  of  it  I 
should  have  had  red  seals  opposite  the  sig- 
natures. 

Mr.  WISE. — The  red  seals  would  have 
been  of  no  use ;  the  provision  should  have 
been  in  the  Constitution.  One  of  the  very 
first  acts  of  the  first  Prime  Minister  of  the 
Commonwealth  was  to  write  and  consult 
the  Government  of  New  South  Wales.  One 
honorable  member  has  asked  why  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  are  always  asking 
the  opinion  of  the  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment on  this,  that,  or  the  other  sub- 
ject. In  my  opinion,  we  have  had  too 
much  consideration  altogether  for  the 
States,  not  merely  in  the  matter  under  dis- 
cussion, but  in  financial  matters ;  and  our 
courtesy  has  been  mistaken  for  weakness, 
and  played  upon.  Sir  Edmurtd  Barton, 
on  the  '13th  April,  1901,  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
New  South  Wales — 

I  have  the  honour,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth,  to  inquire  whether 
the  Government  of  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales  is  prepared  to  offer  to  the  Commonwealth, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  Constitution  Act  any  Sites  for  the 
Federal  District  or  Territory  within  which  -  the 
Capita)  of  the  Commonwealth  is  to  be  situated. 

I  have  to  intimate  that  the.  Federal  Govern- 
ment desires  to  consider  offers  of  tracts  of 
larger  area  than  the  minimum  prescribed  in 
the  rajth  section  of  the  Constitution  Act,  and 
would  suggest  that  in  the  meantime,  the  Go. 
vemment  of  New  South  Wales  may,  in  the 
public  interest  of  the  whole  Commonwealth, 
take  steps  to  secure  unalienated  land  within 
any  areas  offered  from  losing  the  character  of 
"  Crown  lands "  within  the  section,  until  a 
decision  in  the  matter  is  arrived  at. 

We  were  told  to-night  by  the  hon- 
orable manber  for  Parkes  that  we 
may  accept  the  promise  o£  the  pre- 
sent Premier  of  New  South  Wales 
that  we  shall  obtain  the  Canberra  site 
if  we  select  it.  On  the  24th  April,  1901, 
Sir  John  See,  the  then  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales,  replied  to  Sir  Edmund 
Barton  in  the  following  terms — 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  youi  letter  wHh 
regard  to  the  Site  for  the  Federal  Capital  of 
the  Commonwealth,  I  have  the  honour  to  sub- 
mit to  your  Government  the  choice  of  the  three 
Sites  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  was  appointed  to  collect  evidence 
with  reference  to  the  suitability  of  the  Sites 
for  the  purpose.  A  copy  of  that  report  is  now 
forwarded  herewith,  and  from  the  appendices 
attached  thereto  all  particulars  as  to  area,  posi- 
tion, water  supply^  &c.,  can  be  obtained.  I 
desire  also  to  state  that  if  any  other  Site  in 
New  South  Wales  be  consj€?red^i>Klv9ur  Go- 
vemmeat  to  be  me»ti^famei^P^^urposes 
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ot  the  Federal  Capital  tban  those  Tecommended 
in  the  report,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any 
further  representatioos  from  you,  and  wilt  en- 
deavour, as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  your  views. 
I  further  desire  to  inform  you  that,  pending 
the  decision  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  this  matter,  steps  have  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  alienation  of  Crown  lands  within 
any  of  the  three  Sites  recommended  by  the 
Commiasifmer. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Since  that  date  the  Par- 
liament of  New  South  Wales  has  come  to 
another  decision. 

Mr.  WISE.— We  do  not  Icnow  when  we 
shall  get  to  the  end  of  its  decisions. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  speaks  in  terms  of  oontanpt  of 
New  South  Wales,  but  what  does  he  sug- 
gest should  be  done? 

Mr.  WISE. — t  do  not  speak  with  con- 
tempt of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  rules  of  debate 
allow  every  h(Hiorable  member  to  speak  to 
any  question  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  and 
whether  his  views  are  or  are  n<^  accept- 
able to  the  House,  it  is  disorderly  for 
others  to  so  interrupt  him  that  he  cannot 
make  his  speech  in  his  own  way.  A 
speaker  is  not  compelled  to  frame  his  re- 
marks to  suit  those  whom  he  is  addressing. 
He  may  speak  as  he  will,  and  I  ask  the 
honorable  member  to  allow  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  to  pursue  his  own 
course. 

Mr.  WISE.— We  asked  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  to  offer  a  site.  It  had 
previously,  in.  a  Federal  spirit,  appcnnted 
a  Cofmnlssitner  to  report  on  suggested 
sites,  and  he  had  recommended  Southern 
Monaro,  Yass,  and  Lvndhurst — I  think  in 
the  order  named-  Southern  Monaro  was, 
however,  first.  Those  sites  were  offered 
to  us  in  the  letter  which  I  ha>-e  read,  and 
in  1904  or  1905  this  Parliament  selected 
a  Southern  Monaro  site.  If  we  are  to 
take  the  offer  of  Mr.  Wade  as  the  (^er 
of  New  South  Wales,  csnnot  we  also  take 
the  offer  of  Sir  John  See  as  the  offer  of 
that  State?  The  trouble  about  Dalgetv 
has  arisen  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  anti- 
Federal  cry  is  thou^t  to  be  good  for 
election  purposes.  We  hear  about  the 
friction  in  New  South  Wales,  but  is  no 
allowance  to  be  made  for  pos^ble  friction 
in  the  other  States?  Are  we  to  take  any- 
thing that  New  South  Wales  offers?  The 
h(xx>rable  member  ftw  South  Svdney  prac- 
tically said  that  dissatisfaction  in  the  State 
would  not  cease  until  we  do  what  the 
Mpple  there  wish  us  to  dOj  but  we  shall 
^^4!ate  from  our  positiaQ  if  we  Mcept 


whatever  site  the  New  South  Wales  Parlia- 
ment chooses  to  offer.  The  hwKH-able 
member  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  is  opposed  to  the  selecticm  of  Dal- 
gety.  At  most,,  he  would  speak  only  of  a 
strong  minority, 

Mr.  JoHNsoK. — If  a  referendum  were 
taken,  the  honorable  membtf  would  be  con- 
vinced. 

Mr.  WISE.— Befwe  the  last  general 
electims,  the  ex-Premier  of  the  State 
thought  th?  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
cgainst  Federation,  but  had  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  there  bad  the  courage  at 
the  first  to  do  as  bis  party  here  did,  when 
tiiey  went  over  to  help  him  at  the  last 
moment,  namely,  to  raise  the  Federal  flag, 
he  would  have  won  on  that  flag.  If  we 
were  to  fight  New  South  Wales  on  the  ques- 
tion  

Mr.  Mathews.— Svdnev,  not  Kew 
South  Wales. 

.  Mr.  WISE. — It  is  only  amongst  a 
small  section  of  the  people  of  Sydney  that 
there  is  dissatisfsction.  Most  of  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales  would  consent 
to  any  selection  we  mif^ht  make.  If  vrc 
stick  to  Dalgetv,  and  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  will  not  do  what  we  wish,  we 
must  simply  knock  at  the  door  until  the 
territory  is  ceded  to  us,  or  take  steps  to 
acquire  it.  During  the  last  seven  vears  I 
have  frequently  addressed  public  meetings 
on  the  subject  of  Federation,  and  have  al- 
ways advocated  the  establishmmt  of  what 
is  called  the  "  Bush  Capital  "  because  one 
of  the  conditions  under  which  we  federated 
was  that  the  Capital  should  be  in  New 
South  Wales.  We,  in  Melbourne,  have 
gained  great  advantage  by  reason  of  th^ 
location  of  the  temporarv-  Feat  of  Gorem- 
ment  here,  but  the  blame  for  the  delay  in 
removing  to  a  permanent  Capital  rests'  en- 
tirely with  the  Govemmmt  of  New  South 
Wales.  If  they  had  acted  in  the  same 
spirit  in  whidi  action  was  taken  at  the 
commencement  of  Federation,  the  Federal 
city  would  be  pretty  well  in  hand  now. 

lit.  DuGALD  Thomson. — This  Parlia- 
ment has  altered  its  decision  oa  the  si^ 
yect. 

Mr.  WISE.— Hardly  that;  this  House 
chose  Turout,  and  the  Senate  chose  Bom- 
bala,  in  Southern  Monaro.  Then  on  the 
secortd  occasion,  this  Parliament  selected 
Dalgety,  in  Southern  Monaro.  The  hon- 
orable and  teamed  niember<tbcsBa|U&  nve 
us  to  undeistand  W W^SffilsW^ 
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Antu>(aitd  Constitution  support  the  oon- 
tentioQ  that  the  territory  must  be  ceded  by 
New  South  Wales  before  ve  can  select  it. 
In  support  pf  that  view  he  read  this  pas- 
sage— 

It  has  beeo  argued  that  the  words  "shall  be 
within  teiritory  which  shall  have  been  granted 
to  or  acquired  by  the  Commonwealth"  point  to 
a  prior  act  of  cession  by  the  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  that— no  express  power 
to  "acquire"  being  givea  by  this  section— ihe 
acquisition  must  be  by  sarrender  and  acceptance 
under  section  11 1. 

But  he  did  not  x«ad  this  passage  a  little 
lower  down — 

In  other  words,  the  power  to  determine  the 
Scat  of  Government,  coupled  with  the  direction 
that  the  Seat  of  Government  shall  be  within 
territory  granted  to  or  acquired  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, implies  that  the  Commonwealth,  in 
the  absence  of  a  grant,  has  power  to*  acquire 
the  necessary  territory  without  grant. 
This  view  stems  to  be  supported  by  a  RCneral 
perusal  of  the  section.  There  is  a  clear  declara- 
tion that  the  Seat  of  Government  is  to  be  de- 
termined by  the  Parliament,  but  there  is  no 
declaration  that  the  concurrence  of  New  South 
Wales  is  essential.  Had  that  been  the  inten- 
tion, it  would  surely  have  been  expressly  men- 
tioned, and  not  left  to  be  gathered  by  implica- 
tion— and  especially  by  implication  from  such 
■wide  words  as  "granted  or  acquired." 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  at  length  the 
inerits  of  the  various  sites.  That  has  been 
done  over  and  over  again.  I  was  sur- 
prised, when  I  heard  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  describe  the  Canberra 
site  in  such  glowing  terms,  sedng  that  it 
has  been  cmly  recently  discovered.  The 
Commissioner,  who  reported  on  the  various 
suggested  sites  put  forward  in  all  parts  of 
the  State,  seems  to  have  overlooked  it. 
The  representatives  of  New  South  Wales, 
when  putting  forward  their  best  sites,  also 
overlooked  it. 

ifr.  WiLKS. — ^We  followed  the  scrip- 
tural injunction,  and  iKpt  the  best  to  the 
last. 

Mr.  WISE.— I  think  it  has  been  kept 
too  long. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Similarly  Dal- 
getv  was  overlool^. 

Mr.  WISE.— No.  It  was  part  of  the 
Southern  Monaro  district  recommended  by 
Mr.  Oliver. 

Mr.  JosEPn  Cook. — And  Canberra  is 
part  of  the  Yass  district. 

Mr.  WISE.— To  show  the  little  value 
of  the  compact  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney,  when  twitted  by  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Swan  for  voting  for  the 
Batlow  site,  which  was  rery  far  from 
Sydne}*,  said  that  he  was  not  ix>und  by  the 


compact.  If  he  is  not  bound,  why  should 
we  be  bound  ?  It  may  be  open  to  honor- 
able members  to  twit  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  with  going^  back  on  his 
agreement;  but  why  did  they  not  do  so 
when  Sir  Gecwge  Turner  was  here.  They 
rely  now  on  something  be  said  when  he 
could  no  long&r  give  a  vote  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapscan. — He  voted  foe 
Dalgety. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  said  that  be 
would  not  have  dene  ao  had  he  remembered 
the  monorandum. 

Mr.  WISE.— The  honorable  member  for 
Sou^  Sydney  was  complimented,  I  think 
for  the  first  rime  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Parkes,  upon  the  speech  which  he  made 
to-night.  Amongst  his  objections  to  Dalgety 
was  the  one  that  it  is  too  far  from  Sydney. 
The  right  honorable  member  for  Swan 
asked,  "  Why  should  Canberra,  which  is 
ao3_  miles  from  Sydney,  be  ccHisidered 
within  a  reascoiable  distance,  and  Dalgety, 
which  is  only  296  miles  away,  be  ctxi- 
sideied  too  far?"  The  honorable  goitle- 
inan  then  spoke  about  distances  as  tttt  crow 
flies.  But  we  must  have  regard  to  dis- 
tances by  the  most  accessible  routes. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  not  the  100  miles 
limit  interpreted  as  the  crow  flies? 

Mr.  WISE.— Yes,  I  will  concede  that. 
But  in  a  direct  line,  even,  Dalg^y  is  only 
228  miles  from  Sydney.  Tm  Commis- 
sifxiers  appointed  by  the  Commonwealth 
say  in  regard  to  Dalgety,  on  page  6  of 
th«r  report — page  319  of  the  papers  for 
1903— 

The  distuces  by  direct  meaanremeot  ftoin 
the  capital  cities  of  the  several  States  are  as 

under ; — 

Sydney        ...         ...      aaS  miles 

Melbourne    ...  ...       040  „ 

Brisbane       ...  ...       670  „ 

Adelaide      ...         ...      580  „ 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Dalgety  is  prac- 
tically equi-distant  from  Melbourne  and 
Sydney.  It  has  been  insinuated  in  one 
laeath,  by  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  and  the  hwiorable  member  for 
Parkes,  that  Dalgety  has  been  selected  in 
the  interests  of  Victoria,  while  in  the  next 
it  has  been  asserted  that  it  cannot  possibly 
be  reached  from  Melbourne  save  by  a  rail- 
way journey  rid  Goulbum.  and  that  the 
constnx^imi  of  a  direct  line  would  involve 
an  encwrmous  expenditure.  In  view  of 
these  statements,  how  flan Jt^TSjiid  that 
Dalgety  has  b^Bt'^^etedM^^Hnterests 
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of  this  State  ?  The  cost  of  railway  con« 
struction,  however,  has  been  greatly  over- 
estimated by  those  hcmorable  members. 
The  Royal  Commission  reported  that 
the  approximate  estimated  cost  of  a 
line  from  Cooma  to  Bairnsdale,  via 
fi(»!ibala  and  Bondi,  would  be  518,000. 
That  is  very  different  from  the  statement 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes 
that  it  would  cost  ^^3, 000,000  to  construct 
a  line  from  Bairnsdale  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  The  Commissioners  further 
reported  that  to  construct  a  line  frc«n 
Bairnsdale  vid  Bendoc  and  Dalgety  would 
involve  an  expenditure  of  ;^i,466,ooo. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — What  was  the 
estimate  of  the  Victorian  engineers? 

Mr.  WISE. — I  do  not  remember. 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^^^i, 324, 000. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  it  not  peculiar 
that  the  h<»iorabIe  member  has  not  con- 
sulted the  reports  of  the  engineers  of  this 
State? 

Mr.  WISE— The  Royal  Commission  ob- 
tained all  the  available  information  from 
the  Railway  Departments  of  both  States, 
and  their  report,  from  which  I  have  quoted, 
was  rather  unfavorable  to  the  selection  of 
Dalgety.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  four  different  routes  to  the 
border  have  been  su^ested,  and  there  is 
now  under  consideration  a  direct  route, 
vid  Buchan  and  Bendoc,  about  30 
miles  shorter  than  the  others  which 
have  been  suggested,  which  it  is  said  would 
not  be  more  expensive.  We  are  told  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  a  line  to  the 
border  being  constructed.  The  Premier  of 
Victoria,  however,  has  emphatically  de- 
clared his  intention  to  ask  Parliament  to 
construct  it.  The  proposal  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Railways  Standing  Oxnmittee 
for  investigation,  and  surveyors  are  now 
engaged  in  surveying  a  route  from  Orbost 
up  to  the  Bemm  river,  and  then  up  the 
Camm  River  valley,  vid  Bondi,  to  Dalgety. 
There  is  every  probability  of  the  line  be- 
ing constructed  at  a  very  early  date,  irre- 
spective of  whether  or  not  the  Capital  be 
established  at  Dalgetv.  Such  a  line  would 
open  up  a  vast  territory  which  has  long 
been  awaiting  development— a  territory 
which  honorable  mwnbers  who  have  not 
seen  it  seem  to  imagine  they  are  best  able 
to  describe.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  said  he  had  crossed  the  oountry 
in  question,  and  that  it  contained  excellent 
land  and  timber ;  and  those  who  have 
traversed  it  will  recognise  the  truth  of  his 
statements.    It  comprises  a  large  area  of 


rich  land,  through  which  a  line  could  easily 
be  carried.  Victoria  does  not  propose  to 
build  such  a  railwaj;  merely  for  the  sake 
of  the  Federal  Capital.  It  proposes  to 
construct  it— and  it  should  have  been  con- 
structed long  ago — to  open  up  the  easJem 
portion  of  the  State.  It  is  strange  that 
so  much  has  been  said  of  late  in  a  depre- 
catory spirit  of  the  port  of  Eden.  When 
the  honorable  member  for  Lang  was  dis- 
cussing this  question  a  few  nights  ago, 
and  praising  Jervis  Bay,  he  was  asked 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie,  "Will  New  South  Wales  give  us 
Jervis  Bay  with  Canberra  ?  "  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  replied,  "  I  am 
not  talking  about  that." 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  have  no  recollection  of 
the  interjecticn  or  the  reply  attributed  to 
me. 

Mr.  WISE. — I  have;  because  I  parti- 
cularly noted  it  at  the  time.  The  honorable 
member  for  Parkes,  when  a  similar  ques- 
tion was  put  to  him  to-night,  went  one  fur- 
ther, and  said  that  he  would  be  no  party 
to  giving  the  Commonwealth  control  of 
Jervis  Bay. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  expect  that  the  C(xnmcxiwealth 
would  obtain  control  of  Eden  if  Dalgety 
were  selected? 

Mr.  WISE.— Yes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  simpler  way  out 
of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  pass  a  law 
making  New  South  Wales  Federal  terri- 
tory. 

Mr.  Wise.— It  wouUl  be  better  to  do 
that  than  to  pass  a  law  permitting  New 
South  Wales  to  annex  the  rest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  she  apparently  desires  to 
do.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
climate  of  Dalgety.  A  bulletin  on  the  Cli- 
mate and  Meteorology  of  Australia,  issued 
last  week  by  the  Commcmwealth  Bureau  of 
Meteorology,  contains  a  comparison  of 
rainfalls  and  temperatures  of  pl^s  which 
have  l>een  referred  tr>  as  jjossible  sites  for 
the  Commonwealth  CapitaK  That  table 
shows  that  there  is  a  difference  of  only 
about  5  degrees  between  the  mean  summer 
temperature  of  Canberra  and  Dalgety. 
The  average  mean  summer  tampera- 
ture  at  Canberra  is  69.7  as  against 
63.3  at  Dalgety ;  the  average  mean 
winter  temperature  of  the  Canberra 
district  Is  45.0,  as  against  42.2  at  Dal- 
gety. The  highest  temperature  on  record 
in  respect  of  ^  Canberra  district  is  109.0 
and  104.0  in  rese^e^y©fe^l(?hi>st 
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the  lowest  on  record  is  16.0  for  the  Can- 
berra district  and  ii.o  at  Dalgety.  Then 
again,  it  is  shown  that  the  temperature  of 

the  average  hottest  mcMith  at  Canberra  is 
72.0  as  against  67.0  at  Dalgety,  and  that 
the  temperature  of  the  average  coldest 
month  is  42.0  in  the  Canberra  district  and 
40.0  at  Dalgetv.  We  were  told  on  a 
former  ocxrasion  by  the  honorable  member 
fcM-  North  Sydney  that— 

The  Capital  should  be  in  a  portion  of  the 
country  where  settlement  is  gravitating,  ami 
where  there  will  be  a  tendency  for  population 
to  gravitate  in  the  future.  It  should  not  only 
be  on  a  railway  line,  but,  if  possible,  on  a  line 
which  coanevtSj  or  will  omnect,  the  different 
States  and  be  used  as  a  main  line. 

The  honorable  member  now  favours  a  site 
which  is  not  on  any  line  of  railway ; 
but  would  be  reached  by  means  of  a  branch 
line.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Dalgety  were 
selected  it  would  be  on  a  railway  which 
would  become  Uie  main  line  (xinnecttng  the 
capitals  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria. 
It  c^ainly  fills  the  bill  so  far  as  that  con- 
lideration  is  concerned.  It  is  unnecessary, 
however,  to  discuss  every  detail.  As  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Parkes  has  said,  full 
information  can  be  obtained  from  the  re- 
ports which  have  been  available  for  some 
time ;  but  I  am  sure  that  if  Dalgety  were 
the  finest  spot  on  earth  it  would  not  meet 
with  the  approval  of  the  rerpresentatives  of 
New  South  Wales,  who  are  supporting 
Canberra.  If  we  wish  to  deal  finally  with 
this  question  we  must  regard  it  from  a 
purely  Australian  point  of  view.  To-day 
the  whole  question  has  been  discussed  f  rem 
the  points  of  view  of  Melbourne  and  Syd- 
ney. What  about  the  interests  of  the  other 
States?  Is  no  consideration  to  be  given 
to  Western  Australia,  South  Australia, 
Tasmania,  or  Queensland? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  contend  that  they  have  a 
voice  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  WISE.— Certainly.  The  people  of 
Australia  as  a  whole  have  a  voice  in  deter- 
mining the  question,  and  their  representa- 
tives here  shouM  select  what  they  believe 
to  be  the  best  site  in  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralia, not  (Hily  for  the  present,  but  for  the 
future.  Having  made  such  a  selecticm— 
and  I  believe  that  in  selecting  Dalgety  they 
have  dcme  so — the  Parliament  ought  to 
stand  by  it,  and  keep  knocking  at  the  door 
until  New  South  Wales  hands  over  the  ter- 
ritory. If  New  South  Wales  refuses  to  do 
so.  we  shall  have  to  take  other  steps,  but  I 
believe  that  when  the  Government  of  that 
State  realize  that  we  are  firmly  wedded  to 


Dalgety,  all  fricticm  will  cease,  and  that 
the  site  will  be  offered  to  us  in  the  same 
spirit  as  it  was  oflfered  to  the  Common- 
wealth by  Sir  John  See,  the  then  Premier 
of  New  South  Wales,  when  the  federation 
was  first  established. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.51].  —  In  congratulating  the 
honorable  member  for  South  Svdney  on  the 
excel  lent  speech  which  he  has  made  to- 
night, I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  he  has 
covered  the  ground  so  well  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  those  who  follow  him  and 
share  his  \iews,  to  go  into  full  details  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  two  sites  with  which 
he  dealt.  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  con- 
gratulate the  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land as  I  can  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney.  It  is  only  natural  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  should 
support  the  selection  of  Dalgety,  having 
regard  to  its  proximity  to  his  own  constitu- 
ency ;  but  he  has  to-night  given  expression 
to  the  very  sentiments  which,  when  pub- 
lished in  New  South  Wales,  cause  the 
people  of  that  State  to  doubt  the  honesty 
and  fairness  of  Victoria  in  regard  to  the 
settlanent  of  this  question. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  may  have  doubts 
in  regard  to  the  hOTiesty  of  New  South 
Wales  with  respect  to  this  matter,  but,  of 
course,  that  is  immaterial. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Victoria 
has  had  no  occasion  to  doubt  the  desire  of 
New  South  Wales  to  carry  out  any  compact 
which  she  has  entered  into.  We  must  re- 
member that  New  South  Wales  has  had  her 
own  fiscal  policy  reversed  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Carr. — She  ordered  that  reversal ; 
she  did  not  have  to  submit  to  it,  as  the  hon- 
orable monber  suggests. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.^That  is 
not  so. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  result  of 
the  last  general  election  shows  that  she  did 
so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  New 
South  Wales  has  never  voted  for  protec- 
tion. The  honorable  member  for  Gipps- 
land has  practically  said  that  no  one  was 
bound  by  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the 
Conferen(»  of  Premiers. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  said  so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  said  that 
he  was  not  individually  bound  by  that 
agreement,  but  the  honor^le  member  for 
Gippsland  went  f Qctei  ^sf-^eM^i^  that 
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he  could  find  nothing  binding  in  it.  When 
those  \tho  practically  arrai^ed  the  terms 
upcHi  which  all  the  States  entered  the  Fede- 
ratum,  and  who  subscribed  their  names  to 
their  interpretation  of  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution  relating  to  the  Federal  Capi- 
tal, affirm  that  they  are  not  bound  by  the 
agreement  arrived  at,  they  practically  con- 
fess that  they  induced  the  States  to  enter 
the  Federal  union  under  a  compact  from 
which  they  have  iww  absolutely  departed. 
I  think  that  the  h<xiorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  suffidently  contrasted  the  at- 
titude assumed  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Swan  towards  the  trahs-amtinental 
railway — as  to  which  no  compact  existed — 
with  his  attitude  towards  a  compact  which 
he  himself  signed.  Sufficient  has  been 
said  to  show  the  absolute  inconsistency  of 
his  position.  The  honwable  member  for 
Gippsland  has  declared  that  we  should  fight 
New  South  Wales  upon  this  questi<xi. 

Mr.  Wise. — If  New  South  Wales  makes 
us  fight. 

Wr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  said  he  thought  that  we  had 
remained  quiet  long  enough,  and  that  we 
ought  to  fight  New  South  Wales.  'If  that 
spirit  is  to  guide  our  deliberaticms  

Mr.  RfALONEY. — The  honorable  member 
himself  says  that  the  representatives  of 
Victoria  are  preventing  the  Parliament  from 
meeting  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  say  so? 

Mr.  Maloney. — The  hOTorable  member's 
party  says  so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Do  all 
the  members  of  that  party  say  so? 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^All  the  represratatives 
of  Sydney  constituencies  say  so.  When  I 
go  to  Sydney  I  am  constantly  asked, 
"  When  are  you  going  to  give  us  the  Capi- 
tal?" 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
may  be  perfectly  true.  But  to  suggest 
that  all  the  members  of  this  party  declare 
that  all  the  members  from  another  State 
iire  preventing  ihis  Parliament  fnxn  meeting 
in  the  Federal  Capital  is  ntrtcorrect.  I  have 
never  heard  that  statement  made  previously. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  declared  that  the 
members  of  this  House  have  always  been 
ready  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
Federal  Capital  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward. The  rwnarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  in  r^ard  to  the 
Commonwealth  fighting  New  South  Wales 
are  much  to  be  deprecated.  We  desire 
amity.  We  wish  all  reasonable  sites  which 
can  be  brought  forward  to  be  carefully 


considered  with  a  view  to  dcung  what  is 
right  to  each  State.  It  has  also  been  said 
that  the  New  South  Wales  Government  are 

not  likely  to  hand  over  the  control  of  Jer- 
vis  Bay  to  the  Ccmmon wealth.  Surely 
any  such  request  would  be  an  extraordinary 
one.  To  suggest  that  an  enormous  harbor 
like  that — a  harbor  which  is  capable  of 
being  used  not  merelv  for  Commonwealth 
but  also  for  State  purposes — should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Gommonwealtb  is  a  very 
big  request.  But  if  New  South  Wales, 
thinking  that  the  Commonwealth  had  chosen 
•a  suitable  site,  and  that  it  desired  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
would  provide  any  shipping  facilities  at 
Eden,  would  it  not  provide  far  greater 
facilities  at  Jervis  Bay  ? 

Mr.  Maloney. — But  will  it? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— How  can 
I  answer  that  question? 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  quite  recognise  tbe 
hoiorable  member's  difficulty  with  such  a 
Premier  in  office. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Could 
the  honorable  member  tell  me  what  the 
Victorian  Parliament  would  do  under  simi- 
lar circumstances? 

Mr.  Maloney. — If  Vict(^a  had  sudi  a 
hzrbor  she  would  hand  it  over  at  once — 
so  would  South  Australia. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  die 
New  South  Wales  Government  and  Pariia- 
mert:  think  that  that  State  is  being  fairly 
treated,  no  doubt  tfaey  will  be  as  libera] 
in  their  treatment  of  the  Commoowesltii 
as  they  have  shown  themselves  to  be  in 
tbe  past.  Another  pcmit  which  has  beoi 
raised  by  1^  hooorable  memb»  for  Gi;^ 
land  and  by  the  Attomey-GeiM-al  is 
that  the  New  South  Wales  authorities 
allowed  an  inspecticm  of  eligible  sites 
throughout  that  State.  Did  that  ex- 
hibit  any  narrow  spirit  ?  New  ■  South 
Wales  gave  the  Commonwealth  the  right 
of  insp^ion  frMn  border  to  border.  Whv? 
Because  there  might  not  be,  near  the 
TOO  miles  limit,  a  really  suitable  site. 
Consequently  it  allowed  the  Ccmmonwesldi 
to  search  from  end  to  end  of  tlw  State, 
so  that  if  a  suitable  site  were  not  found 
near  the  loo  miles  limit  we  should 
be  r.t  perfect  libert\-  to  select  a  site 
further  away.  Whv  is  an  att«npt  made 
to  turn  the  Renerosit\-  of  New  South  Wales 
against  that  State?  The-  claim  by  the  New 
South  Wales  representatives  is  that  near 
to  the  loo  miles  linut^at  anv  rate 
widiin  a  reason4»eaist3iritl?Qg5Mhei«o 
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are  sites  not  cnly  equal  to  Dalgety,  but  supe- 
rior to  it,  and  that  coniequentiy  we  have  no 
right  to  forget  the  conditions  of  the  agree- 
ment arrived  at  by  the  Premiers'  Ctxifer- 
ence.  That  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  posi- 
tion. I  coDie  now  to  tha  statement  of  the 
right  bttior^le  member  for  Swan,  that  at 
ttffi  earlier  stages  in  the  seleakm  of  a  Fed- 
eral Capital  Site  some  honoraMe  members 
representing  New  South  Wales  voted 
for  more  distant  sites.  May  I  point 
out  that,  owing  to  Ine  Premiers'  agreement 
having  gone  out  of  print,  ho  copies  of  it 
could  be  obtained  for  s«ne  years.  I  re- 
collected that  there  had  been  a  document 
of  the  sort,  and  that  its  terms  had  been 
circtdated  in  handbill  form  by  the  sup- 
porters of  Federation  throughout  New 
South  Wales.  However,  I  could  not  ob- 
tain a  copy  of  it  either  from  this  Parlia- 
ment, from  the  Victorian  Parliam«it,  or 
from  the  New  South  Wales  Parliament. 
At  last,  however,  I  found,  not  a  copy  of 
the  document  itself,  but  a  copy  of  the 
handbill  that  had  been  circulated  in  New 
South  Wales,  and  which  quoted  it. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honwable  member 
is  speaking  of  a  quite  recent  period. 

Mr.  DUliALD  THOMSON.— I  am 
speaking  of  1904  or  1905.  Towards  the 
ooncluaon  of  a  debate  upon  this  questim, 
I  quoted  that  document  in  this  House.  I 
felt  sure  frcxn  my  own  recollection  that  the 
torms  of  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the 
Premiers  were  not  being  fulfilled,  and 
when  I  found  the  document  in  question 
that  idea  was  confirmed.  But  even  then 
I  did  not  like  to  lay  too  much  stress  upmi 
the  document  as  it  was  not  the  original 
and  had  not  been  issued  by  author- 
ial'. During  the  Federal  campaign, 
when  it  was  pointed  out  .  by  many 
persons  who  were  opposed  to  the 
draft  Constitution  Bill,  that  VictCH-ia  would 
delay  the  settlemmt  of  the  Capital  Site 
question  for  a  l<mg  time,  and  would  not 
support  nny  site  that  was  not  near  its  own 
I'order,  the  agreement  arrived  at  by  the 
Premiers  was  relied  upon,  and  was  issued 
broadcast,  as  an  answer. 

Mr.  Crouch. — That  agreement  was 
printed  in  the  Age  in  June,  1899. 

Mr.  DUGviLD  THOMSON.— At  any 
rate,  I  could  not  come  across  a  copy  until 
I  found  the  one  to  which  I  refer.  After 
that,  a  seardi  was  made,  and  a  copy  of 
the  agreement  issued  by  authwity  was 
found  in  one  of  the  State  Parliaments. 
This  the  Commonwealth  had  printed.  To 
show  that  that  document  changed  the  views 


of  some  honorable  members  I  may  menrion 
that  Sir  Gewge  Turner — ^who  had  forgotten 
the  explanation  which  it  contained  of  the 
arrangement  arrived  at  in  regard  to  the 
Federal  Capital — stated  that  in  the  light 
of  that  agreement  it  would  only  be  fair — 
so  long  as  there  was  a  suitable  site  avail- 
able— to  select  a  site  between  100  miles 
and  200  miles  distant  from  Sydney. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Did  be  make  that  state- 
ment publicly  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— He  made 
it,  I  think,  in  this  Chamber.  If  the  hon- 
orable member  desires  to  do  so  he  is  at 
liberty  to  ring  him  up  to-morrow,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  will  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  my  statement. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  could  not  have 
placed  much  value  upon  the  arrangement 
arrived  at,  se«ng  that  he  had  forgotten  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  the 
multiplicity  of  their  occupations,  politicians 
frequently  forget. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  the  electors  of  Australia 
have  given  the  sovCTeign  opinion  upon  this 
questiOT  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Of  course 
they  have,  and  they  gave  that  smereign 
opinion  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Ctwi- 
ference,  and,  in  New  South  Wales,  in  view 
of  the  distribution  of  this  very  memorandum. 

Mr,  Saupson. — Sydney  and  suburbs 
voted  against  Federation. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Is  New 
South  Wales,  a  member  of  the  Union,  not 
to  be  treated  fairly  simply  because  Sydney 
and  suburbs  voted  against  Federation  ? 

Mr.  Sampson. — The  a>untry  distrkrts 
voted  for  Federation. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  as- 
tonished that  the  honorable  member,  frcwn 
whom  I  always  expect  fair  and  logical  ar- 
gument, should  make  such  a  suggestion. 
My  own  wmstituency  %*oted  against  the  first 
Bill,  but  I  took  my  stand  ig  favour  of 
Federation. 

Mr.  Sampson. — What  I  mean  is  that  the 
facts  show  that  the  c^posiriwi  is  confined 
to  Sydney. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Nothing 
of  the  sort.  The  honorable  member  really 
says  that,  because  Sydney  and  suburbs  voted, 
against  Federation,  the  opposition  to  the 
Dalgety  site  is  confined  to  Sydney  and 
suburbs. 


Mr.  Sampson. — ^What  T  mean  is  that  the 
memorandum  did  not  appear  to  influence 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'.— How  was 
it,  then,  that  a  sufficient  majority  was  ob- 
tained on  the  second  occasion  ? 

Mr.  Sampson. — That  majority  was 
foimd  in  the  countr\'  districts. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  in 
Sydney  and  suburbs  there  was  a  larger 
favorable  vote  on  the  second  occasion. 

Mr.  Maloney. — The  right  honorable 
member  for  Kast  Sydney  changed  his 
opinion,  and  he  carried  the  majcxity.  That 
is  how  the  larger  vote  was  obtained. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  is  quite  wrong,  or  otherwise, 
why  did  tho  right  honorable  member  not 
carry  the  majority  for  his  own  Government 
in  the  State?  The  honorable  mtmbf-r  for 
Melbourne  represents  the  attitude  which  we 
see  every  where. 

Mr.  Sampson. — What  I  desire  to  point 
out  is  that  the  public  had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting,  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  the  memorandum,  as  well  as  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  clause  in  the  CcHistitu- 
ticxi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  And. 
therefore,  it  would  appear  it  would  be  justi- 
fiable for  those  wlio  signed  that  memo- 
randum, and  who  represented  the  people 
at  the  time,  to  "go  back    on  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  is  not  much 
difference  between  203  miles  and  296  miles. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  right  hcmor- 
able  member  knows  that  the  ■  203  miles 
represents  a  comprcnnise. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
so,  and,  therefore,  I  am  supporting  Can- 
berra, although  I  previously  voted  for 
Lyndhurst. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Lyndhurst  is  not 
much  of  a  place  to  vote  for  ! 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Both 
Dalgety  and  Lyndhurst  have  advantages  of 
their  own,  and  I  am  still  in  favour  of  the 
latter  place ;  although  I  admit  that  Can- 
berra has  a  better  water  supply,  and  better 
natural  featdtes.  These  advantages  on  the 
part  of  Canberra,  however,  do  not,  in  my 
view,  counterbalantx  the  centrality  of  Lynd- 
hurst, which  is  most  convenient,  in  p<Hnt  of 
distance,  for  all  the  States  of  the  Ccmimon- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Carr. — ^Will  the  honorable  member 
vote  for  Lyndhurst  if  that  place  be  pro- 
posed? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  we 
caim(^  get  the  site  we  desire,  we  have  to 
try  to  bring  about  a  compromise.  If  I 
♦bought  that  Lyndhurst  would  be  selected, 

should  prefer  it  for  the  reasms  I  han 


given,  because  I  think  that,,  with  storage, 
sufficient  water  could  be  provided  for  a 
very  considerable  city ;  and  there  are  other 
m^ns  of  supply  when  the  populatiwi  jus- 
tified the  expenditure.  This  water  questicxi, 
though  important,  can  be  made  too  much 
of.  It  is  peculiar  that  one  of  the 
(Ejections  made  to  Botany  Bay  by 
the  Commander  of  the  Fir.st  Fleet  was, 
that  the  water  supply  was  not  good  enough, 
being  obtained  from  certain  swamps  close 
to  the  sea  shore.  We  Inow  that  the  Ccxn- 
mander  sent  out  an  expediticm  to  find  an- 
other harbor,  and  fortunately  found  a 
very  fine  one — Port  Jackson — but  the 
water  supply  which  he  deemed  insuffi- 
cient supplied  Sydney  until  the  popu- 
lation of  that  city  was  nearly  250,000. 
It  was  ^-ery  fine  water,  which  oozed 
through  the  sands,  and  was  pumped 
to  Sydney ;  and  it  was  <»ily  when  the  po- 
pulaticHi  got  so  large  that  the  water  did  not 
ooze  quickly  enough  to  supply  their  re- 
quirements, that  the  present  schraoe  had 
to  be  adopted.  Therefore,  I  say  that  it 
would  be  easy,  when  the  population  de- 
manded it,  to  increase  the  water  supply 
from  places  in  the  vicinitv  of  Lynd- 
hurst. I  admit  that  the  population  will 
never  get  too  great  for  the  water  supply 
at  either  Canberra  or  Dalgety.  During 
the  discussion,  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
CustOTis  interjected  that  I  had  stated  that 
the  selection  of  Dalgety  was  conclusive. 
I  happened  to  be  the  Minister  who  had  to- 
deal  with  the  matter  after  Parliament  had 
made  the  selection,  and,  although  I  ^-oted 
and  spdce  against  the  seIecti(Hi,  it  was  not 
for  me  as  Minister  to  cmsider  wbethor  the 
laws  I  had  to  administer  were  altogether 
in  accord  with  my  own  opinions.  I,  there- 
fore, told  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment, that  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  the 
selection  was  then  ccmclusive,  and  I  had  to 
act  upon  it ;  and  I  think  that  was  a  per- 
fectly proper  and  ccmsistent  attitude. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Why  did  the  honorable 
gentleman  not  settle  the  matter  while  he 
was  Minister? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  was 
not  Minister  very  long;  and  the  people  of 
New  South  Wales  (Ejected  to  the  site,  not 
merely  because  it  was  not  in  acox-danoe 
with  the  spirit  of  the  agreement,  but  be- 
cause it  was  not  considered  suitable  in  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth  or  the 
State. 

Mr.  Austin  CHAPUAN.-T'^The  hoiKxable 
member  voted  forODti^jW^OOgie 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Only  in 
the  fifth  or  sixth  ballot,  and  then  as  against 
a  worse  site. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  voted  for  Dalgety  against  Tooma, 
and  it  was  fair  to  ask  why. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  Min- 
ister, in  his  innoceiKe,  asks  me  to' justify  a 
vote  which  I  gave  some  years  ago,  and  to 
compare  the  sites  which  were  then  con- 
sidered ;  and  I  refuse  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Why  did  the 
hcMiorable  member,  as  Minister,  say  that  the 
question  was  then  finally  settled? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— As  Min- 
ister, I  had  to  regard  the  matter  as  finally 
settled  by  P^liament.  Suppose  I  hacl 
opposed  the  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta 
Railway  Survey  BUI,  and,  when  it  had 
been  carried,  I  had  been  appointed  Minis- 
ter, would  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms expect  me  to  allpw  my  own  opinions 
and  feelings  to  influence  me  in  carrying  out 
that  Act?  If  Ministers  are  loyal  to  Par- 
liament, they  must  subordinate  their  own 
views  in  carrying  out  legislation.  I  do 
not  think  I  have  been  unfair  towards  Dal- 
gety, but  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  not! 
the' best  site  for  a  Federal  Capital.  Up 
to  the  time  of  the  selection  of  Dalgety,  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  allowed  the 
Commonwealth  every  liberty  in  this  con- 
nexion; but  I  believe  that  a  considerable 
majority  of  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
— though  I  do  not  profess  to  state  what 
the  majwity  is — coijsider  that  that  is  a 
wrong  site,  and  that  it  was  selected  only 
because  It  was  as  far  as  could  be  from^ 
Sydney. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  is  there  a 
better  site  nearer  Sydney  ?  This  Canberra 
site  was  found  only  the  other  day. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Dalgety 
was  found  only  the  other  day.  Mr.  Oliver 
did  not  consider  it  equal  to  Bombala. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  suppose  that 
Bombala  would  be  more  objectionable  to 
the  honorable  member  than  is  Dalgetv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do' not 
mind  answering,  at  the  proper  time,  ques- 
ticHis  regarding  any  site,  but  my  opin'on 
on  the  Bcnnbala  site  is  on  record,  and  the 
right  honorable  member  can  refer  to  it. 
Surely  we  should  pay  respect  to  the 
feelings  of  a  large  nimiber  nt  persons, 
when  good  grounds  can  be  shown  for  their 
irritation.  If  Western  Australia  or  any 
other  State  was  concerned,  there  would 
have  been  much  more  bitter  and  angry  cckh- 
plaints  from  its  representatives  than  have 


been  made  by  the  representatives  of  New 
South  Wales,  most  of  whwn  have  tried  to 
secure  an  amicable  settlement. 

Mr.  Crouch. — We  heard  a  good  deal  on 
the  subject  during  the  first  three  years.  It 
was  menti<xied  nearly  every  grievance  day. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Repre- 
sentatioiK  were  made,  and  very  properh- ; 
but  there  was  not  the  outcry  that  would 
have  been  heard,  I  think,  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  any  other  Stale. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  never  threat- 
ened secession. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  not- 
withstanding all  the  temptations  to  do  so. 
I  ha\-e  too  much  faith  in  the  advantages 
of  Federation  to  talk  about  secession  in  a 
case  of  this  sort.  But  the  people  of  New 
South  Wales  feel  strongly  on  the  matter, 
and  I  think  that  if  honorable  members 
will  look  into  it  fairly,  they  will  admit 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  reason  for  their 
feeling.  This  Parliament  has  attempted  to 
depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  understanding, 
and  has  passed  by  better  sites  in  onJer  to 
remove  the  Seat  of  Government  as  far  as 
possible  from  Sydney,  and  as  near  as  j)os- 
sible  to  the  borders  of  another  State.  I  do 
not  think  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
are  likely  to  be  ^tisfied  with  such  an  ar- 
ran^ment.  The  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  has  asked,  where  is  there  a  better 
site  than  Dalgety  ?  In  my  opinion,  Can- 
berra is  superior  in  almost  every  respect. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Has  the  honorable 
m&mber  been  to  bfith  > 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes,  I 
have  spent  several  days  at  Dalgety,  and  was 
a  day  at  Canberra,  but  I  had  had  some 
previous  acquaintance  with  the  district. 
Coming  now  to  the  listed  requirements  of 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  both 
sites  are  more  than  100  miles  from  Sydney. 
Dalgety  fulfils  that  requirement  very  com- 
pletely, being  nearly  300  miles  away.  Both 
sites  are  more  than  1,500  feet  above  sea- 
level,  the  Dalgety  site,  according  to  the 
right  honoiable  member  for  Swan,  being 
at  a  height  of  2,500  feet,  and,  according 
to  the  Commissioners,  at  a  height  of  2,690 
feet.  A  site  at  such  a  height,  especially 
on  a  plaUau  like  Dal£;ety,  must  be  exceed- 
ingly cold  and  inhospitaole. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — A  record  of  tem- 
peratures has  been  published. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  ha\-e 
heard  perswis  who  have  been  in  the  Ant- 
arctic say  that  the  cold  there  is  not  un- 
bearable when  the  weather  i§  perfertly  still, 
but  that  when  a  b^ifm^^^^'gt&  ™an 
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may  lose  his  life  by  going  200  yards  fracn 
his  ship  or  his  house.  I  have  visited  Dal- 
gety  on  a  beautiful  sun^iny  day  in  May ; 
but  we  had  not  driven  half  way  when  the 
driver  asked  me  to  hold  the  reins  as  his 
hands  were  too  cold  to  hold  them.  This 
he  had  to  do,  notwithstanding  that  he  was 
wearing  thick  gloves  and  heavy  clothing. 
Dalgety  has  a  plentiful  water  supply;  but 
Canberra  also  fulfils  every  requiremrat  in 
that  respect.  The  honwable  member  for 
South  Sydney  has  said  that  3,000,000 
people  could  be  supplied. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  did  not  say  any- 
thing to  the  CMitrarv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  the 
right  honorable  member  agrees  with  the 
statement.  I  admit  that  the  Snowy  is  a 
larger  river  than  those  on  the  Canberra 
site;  but,  whereas,  it  has  been  photo- 
graphed where  there  are.  pools,  the  Can- 
berra streams  have  been  j^wtXKraphed 
where  there  are  shallows.  At  Dalgety 
thare  are  places  where  one  can  walk  across 
the  Snowy. 

Sir  John  Fosrest. — ^The  Cotter  is  a 
smaller  stream. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Yes,  but  there  are 
others. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — What  others? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The 
Queanbeyan  and  the  Molon^o. 

Mr.  Austin  Chafiun.— %oth  were  ab- 
solutely dry  last  year,  so  that  they  could 
not  supply' the  town  of  Quranbeyan  with 
water. 

Mr.  Watson.— There  is  no  dam  above 
Queanbeyan.  The  Queanb^an  River  was 
selected  by  the  Ccxmnonwealth  Commis- 
sioners as  the  site  for  the  Lake  George 
water  supplv. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
also  the  Murrumbidgee,  and,  if  the  popu- 
lation justified  it,  water  could  be  drawn 
from  the  Snowy  mountains.  The  Minis- 
ter talks  about  rivers  ranning  dry ;  but 
what  has  been  stated  about  the  Sydney 
water  scheme,  which  is  capable  of  supply  - 
ing 60  gallons  per  head  per  day  to  a  popu- 
lation of  2,250,000. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.  —  For  seven 
months  of  last  year  the  people  of  Sydney 
could  not  use  their  garden  sprinklers. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  a  re- 
port on  Canberra,  it  is  stated  that — 

The  quantity  of  water  available  from  the 
Colter  CAtehment  cannot  be  estimated  from  the 
flow  of  the  stream  at  any  particular  period. 
In  the  ca»c  of  the  magnificent  catchment  area 
of  the  Sydney  water  supply,  which  is  capable 
of  siii^ite  60  gallons  per  head  per  day  to 
f  uarter  million  people,  the  total 


ran  off  of  the  riven  fell  as  low  as  i,aoo^ooo 
gallons  a  day  in  iQoa;  but,  by  meant  of  pioper 

storage,  such  dry  periods  are  ^tisfactorily  tided 
Over  and  the  average  requirements  maintained. 

The  right  bcxiorable  member  for  Swan,  in 
his  minute  on  the  Canberra  site,  deals  with- 
the  question  of  good  climate  during  summer 
and  winter.  It  must  be  evident  to  any  one 
that  the  climate  cannot  be  as  equable,  at  an 
elevation  of  2,700  feet,  as  it  is  at  a  better 
sheltered  site  with  an  altitude  of  1,900  feet. 
I  admit  that,  as  the  right  honorable  member 
for  Swan  has  pointed  out,  Dalgety  pos- 
sesses superior  water  power,  but  would  re- 
mind honorable  monbers  that  water  power 
can  be  obtained  from  some  of  tiie  rivers  in 
the  Canberra  district,  and  more  particularly 
from  the  Murrumbidgee.  It  must  ntit  be 
forgotten  that  the  water  supply  of  Dalgety 
would  be  drawn,  not  from  the  Snowy,  but 
from  another  stream,  the  catchment  area 
and  flow  of  which  is  50  per  cent,  less  than 
that  from  which  th©  supply  fw  Canberra 
would  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  to  be  drawn  from 
two  creeks  in  the  Dalgety  district. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— From  the 
Mowamba,  the  Eucumbene,  and  the 
Crackenback.  If  manufacturing  were  in- 
dulged in  to  any  extent  on  the  Snowy  River, 
or  much  settlement  took  place  there,  .the 
water  would  be  cwitaminated,  and,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  supply  by  gravitation,  it  was 
recommended  that  the  creeks  I  have  named 
should  be  tapped.  The  right  honwable 
men^r  for  Swan  also  deals  with  the  ques- 
tion of  '*  water  frontage  for  recreation, 
sport,  and  beauty  "  at  Canberra  and  Dal- 
gety.  Such  frontages  can  be  obtained  at 
Canberra  by  ccxistnxrting  artificial  lakes, 
and  so  forth.  Then  the  right  honorable 
member  refers  to  "  surrounding  and  adja- 
cent scenery,  with  great  natural  features, 
within  convenient  distance."  The  beauty 
spots  which  can  be  reached  frOTi  Dalg;ety, 
and  to  which  the  right  honorable  member 
refers,  can  also  be  reached  from  Canberra. 
They  are  not  much  further  frcan  Canberra 
than  from  Dalgety,  and  there  are  certain 
beauty  spots  near  Canberra  which  are  far 
more  distant  from  Dal^y.  I  desire  now 
to  refer  to  what  is  described  as' the  BuUttin 
post-card,  which  has  been  sent  to  most  hon- 
orable members. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  Bulletin  is  a  very 
reliable  newspaper. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  ought 
not  to  pass  by  its  acticKi  without  malung 
some  protest.  In  the  post-card  addressed  to 
me  there  appears  Jte^  «ateg^-^g[^ 
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The  BmIUUh  asks  the '  Honorable  Dugald 
Thomson,  M.P.,  to  hesitate  before  giving  a 
provincial  vote  against  Dalgety. 

Mr.  LiDDEXX. — ^That  is  a  direct  instilt. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— When  a 
newspaper  attempts  to  log-roll  in  this  way, 
and  addresses  such  remarks  to  honorable 
members,  it  is  time  i<x  us  to  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  Amoicanifflng  of  Australian 
politics. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Other  newspapers  have 
made  threats. 

Mr.  D  UGALD  THOMSON.— News- 
papers may  make  what  remarks  they  like 
in  their  columns,  but  when  one  chooses  to 
address  honorable  members  in  this  way  it 
time  for  us  to  protest. 

Mr.  Chanter. — What  is  the  objection? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
hfXKvable  member  does  not  recognise  it,  it 
is  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  point  it 
out  to  him.  What  are  the  arguments  used 
by  the  Bulletin^  1  allude  to  them  be- 
cause thej'  have  been  adopted  by  scsne  hon- 
orable members.  It  is  saidj  for  instance, 
that  Dalgety  should  be  the  Australian 
Capital  because — 

It  is  one  of  the  Sites  reserved  by  the  St»te 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  as  i>ossible 
locations  for  a  Capital.  That  is  to  say,  it  was 
formally  offered,  so  far  as  the  New  South 
Wales  State  Government  could  be  persuaded  to 
formally  offer  any  place. 

That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  not, 
as  compared  with  the  offer  of  other  sites, 
made  by  the  State  Government.  Then  it 
is  said-— 

It  is  in  tbe  locality  which  is  declared  by  an 
officer  appointed  by  the  State  Government  of 
New  South  Wales  to  report  on  possible  Sites 
to  be  the  very  best  of  all  those  which  he  had 
discovered. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  Bombala  on 
which  the  officer  reported  favorably. 

Mr.  Webster. — There  is  no  difference. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  two 
sites  are  absolutely  different.  We  have 
the  further  statement  that — 

It  is  a  fairly  fertile  region  if  Joseph  Cai- 
rutbers  can  be  relied  upon.  Joseph  promised 
to  extend  the  railway  from  Cooma  to  Bombala 
because  the  richness  of  tbe  country .  called  aloud 
for  better  means  of  communication,  and  Joseph 
bad  heard  the  call  in  his  car. 

I  m^ke  no  allusion  to  the  way  in  which  re- 
ference is  made  to  Mr.  Camithersj  but  will 
any  one  say  that  Mr.  Carruthers,  when 
Premier  of  New  South  Yales,  pro- 
posed to  construct  a  railway  to  Dalgety  ? 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  proposed  to  con- 
struct a  line  frtmi  Cowna  to  Bombala  along 
a   route   that    would   pass    away  from 


Dalgety.  The  further  statement  is  made 
in  the  Bulletin  post-card  that — 

If  a  fair-sized  area  is  taken  tbe  Federal  city 
will  have  its  own  port.  The  sources  of  its 
water  supply  will  be  within  its  own  territory 
and  under  its  own  control — 

Does  any  one  imagine  that  the  Snowy 
River  will  be  granted  right  up  to  its  source 
as  the  water  supply  of  the  territory  ?  New 

South  Wales  would  not  be  likely  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  No  State  would  be 
justified  in  making  such  a  grant.  The 
statement  is  absolutely  incorrect.  The 
paragraph  continues — 

so  that  no  disgruntled  State  Government  can 
cut  off  that  water  supply  or  carelessly  allow 
it  to  become  contaminated.  It  will  also  have 
a  land  outlet  into  two  States,  so  that  it  won't 
be  wholly  dependent  on  any  State  Government 
for  railway  and  road  commuuication  with  the 
outer  world. 

Is  that  correct  ? 

Mr.  Webster. — I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Nor  do 
I.  So  far  as  the  question  of  outlet  is  con- 
cerned, it  would  not  be  less  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  State  than  Canberra  would  be. 
It  is  surrounded  by  State  territory,  and 
could  be  interfered  with  if  that  State  de- 
sired to  do  so.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  how- 
ever, tbe  State,  if  it  attempted  anything  of 
the  kind,  could  not  maintain  its  interfer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Constitution  would 
prevent  it  from  doing  so.  . 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Thai  is 
so.    Then  it  is  said — 

Furthermore,  Monaio  is  a  strongly  defensible 
Site.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that  Australia 
should  not  have  its  Parliament,  Cabinet,  official 
and  military  head-quarters,  treasury,  chief  ar- 
senal, and  all  the  machinery  of  Government, 
in  a  coastal  city  where  the  first  attack  might 
scatter  the  whole  governmental  machine  into 
tbe  bushl 

Mr.  Webster. — That  is  an  argument  in 
favour  of  Toc»na. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  a 
still  stronger  argument  in  favour  of  the 
selection  of  a  site  in  the  Macdonnell 
ranges,  which  was  recently  suggested  by 
an  explorer.  All  the  suggested  sites  are 
perfectly  fre^  from  such  attacks.  It  is 
also  declared  by  the  Bulletin  that — 
of  all  the  proposed  Sites,  it  is  the  one  the 
cession  of  which  will  deprive  New  South  Wales 
of  the  least  population ;  and  that  it  comprises 
a  region  which  has  in  recent  years  at  least  cost 
New  South  Wales  more  than  it  yielded  in 
taxation,  therefore,  the  monetary  loss  to  \ew 
South  Wales  will  be  nil. 

That  is  a  strong  recommendation  in  favour 
of  its  selection  !  In  other  words,  Dalgety, 
as  a  district  does  not  pay  its  way,  although 
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it  has  been  settled  as  long  as  most  parts  of 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  has  not  enjoyed 
railway  communication. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  is 
a  railway  not  far  away. 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphak. — ^The  Treasurer 
said  it  was  one  of  the  finest  districts  in 
Australia,  and  ought  to  have  a  railway. 

Mr.  DLGALD  THOMSON.— He  re- 
ferred to  Monaro,  and  not  to  Dalgety. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — And  that  is  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  One 
might  as  well  speak  of  London  as  England 
because  it  is  in  England  as  speak  of  Dal- 
gety and  Monaro  as  one  and  the  same. 
Perhaps  the  right  honorable  member  will 
say  that  there  is  no  difference  between  Dal- 
gety and  Canl-erra,  as  they  are  in  the  same 
locality,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  thought 
that  I  am  endeavouring  to  ilepreciate  the 
merits  of  Dalgety.  I  am  giving  my  real 
opinion  of  it  as  a  site,  and  I  say  that  it  is, 
in  my  vie^r,  inferior  to  Canberra. 

Mr.  Webster. — Has  the  honorable  mem- 
ber seen  it? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes ;  I 
have  seen  both  sites. 

Mr.  Webster. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  not  seen  Tooma. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Na 
But  I  hAve  been  in  the  Monaro  district 
more  than  once,  and  upon  the  last  occasion 
I  saw  the  particular  site  proposed.  I  hare 
shown  why  the  people  of  New  South  Wales 
have  some  reason  for  the  verv  strtmg  feel- 
ing which  they  entertain  regarding  the 
action  of  this  Parliament.  Seeing  that 
that  feeling  of  irritation  may  grow  into 
something  worse,  surely,  if  we  can  remove 
it  by  any  reasonable  compromise,  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  so.  I  am  endeavouring  to 
meet  the  people  of  New  South  Wales  by 
abandoning  my  first  choice  in  fa\*our  of  a 
compromise.  When  we  enter  into  such 
close  relationship  with  a  State,  as  we  must 
do  when  we  establish  the  Federal  Capital 
in  New  South  Wales,  surely  it  is  well  for 
us  to  «iter  its  territory  upon  the  most 
amicable  terms.  Surely  it  is  to  our  in- 
terest to  foster  feelings  of  mutual  good- 
will. I  can  see  an  objection  to  any  such 
compromise  onlv  if  the  interests  of  Australia 
would  l)e  sacrificed.  I  do  not  see  nor  wish 
to  see  any  such  thing.  I  should  not  areue 
in  favour  of  the  selection  of  Canberra  if  T 
thought  that  it  was  an  inferior  site  to  that 
of  Dalgety.  But  I  think  it  is  a  superior 
'ne.     I  am  sure  that  af  a  majority  of 


honorable  measbeis  visited  both  places*  and 
compared  them,  thev  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  Canberra  was  preferable  to 

Dalgety. 

Mr.  Webster. — A  majority  of  honorable 
members  would  also  say  that  Tooma  was 
superior  to  Canberra. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That 
may  be  so.  But  I  do  not  know  that  it 
would  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the  Oxistitu- 
tion  any  more  than  do  some  of  the  other 
sites  which  have  been  suggested.  Whoi  rea- 
sonable ground  exists  for  resentment,  whidi 
may  grow,  and  which  it  is  not  desirable 
that  we  should  permit  to  grow,  surelv.  if 
without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  Austra- 
lia, we  can  effect  a  reasonable  compro- 
mise, it  is  our  duty  to  do  sa  I  maintain 
that  we  ought  not  to  encourage  dissension, 
but  that  our  endeavour  should  be  to  foster 
amity,  and  to  induce  the  great  State  of 
New  South  Wales,  which  possesses  o\er 
one-third  of  the  population  of  Australia, 
and  which  has  not  always  hitherto  proved 
itself  unreaiusnable  in  its  treatment  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  work  cordially  with  us. 
I  believe  that  we  can  do  this  by  agreeing  to 
a  compromise,  which  will  carry  out  the 
intenticMi  of  the  Constitution,  and  its  at- 
tached memorandum,  without  wrcmging  the 
Commonwealth  in  anv  way. 

Delate  (on  motion  of  Mr.  Maloney)  ad- 
journed. 

PRIVILEGE  :  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  have  recei\-ed  the 
following  message  from  the  Senate-— 

The  Sennle,  having  taken  into  considsration 
Message  No.  24  of  the  House  of  Represenlm- 
tives,  dated  and  April,  iqoS,  acquaints  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Scnite  has 
agreed   to  the  following  resolutions  : — 

I.  That  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  procedure  in  cases  of  breach 
of  prmlege  be  empowered,  joiatlv 
with  the  Select  Committee  similarly 
appointed  b^  the  House  of  Reprrtoi- 
tatives,  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  any  recent  allegations  reflecting 
upon  Parliament  or  anv  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  and  for  such  purposes 
to  exercise  all  such  powers  as  have 
been  conferred  by  this  Senate. 
a.  That  a  Messaj^e  be  sent  to  the  Mouse 
of  Representatives  conveying  the 
above  resolution. 

A.  J.  Gould, 

President. 

The  Senate, 

Mclbour...  a5„Apn.^Qg[g 

House  adjourned  at  11.3  p.m. 
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Senate. 

Thursday ^  p  April,  igo8. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

EASTER  ADJOURNMENT. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.  —  Yesterday 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil said,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  as  to  the 
Easter  adjournment,  that  probably  he 
would  be  able  to  give  the  Senate  some  in- 
formati(Hi  on  the  subject  at  a  later  hour 
of  the  day.  I  did  not  repeat  the  question 
yesterday ;  but  I  beg  to  renew  the  question 
to-day  in  the  hope  of  the .  matter  be'ng 
elucidated,  because  if  honorable  senators 
are  called  together  next  week,  they  will  be 
compelled  either  to  stay  the  whole  week  or 
to  attend  for  such  a  short  time  that  very 
little  can  be  accomplished.  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  there  is  an  arrangement  afoot 
for  a  fortnight's  adjournment . 

Senator  BEST.— What  I  said  to  my 
hcxiorable  friend  yesterday  was  that  1 
h<^)ed  to-night  to  be  able'  to  make  an  an- 
nouncement on  the  subject. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — I  beg  pardmi, 
I  thought  it  was  to  be  made  last  night. 

Senator  BEST. — I  have  no  doubt  as  to 
what  I  intend  to  do;  but  I  would  prefer  to 
wait  until  after  dinner  before  making  a  de- 
finite announcement.  I  ask  honorable 
senators  to  be  good  enough,  if  possible,  to 
put  through  the  Appropriation  Bill  before 
we  rise  to-day. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL  SITE. 

.    CORSESPONDENCE  :  MaPS. 

Senator  BEST  laid  upon  the  £able  the 
following  paper —  * 

Copies  of  farther  correspondence  re  Federal 
Capital  Site. 

Senator  Macfarlane. — Is  it  not  desir- 
able that  the  correspondence  should  be 
printed  and  distributed  before  the  Senate 
is  being  called  upon  to  deal  with  the  Seat 
of  Government  Bill? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria — Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [2.33], — I  hope 
to  be  able  to  bring  the  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  before  the  Senate  to-morrow.  I  pre- 
fer that  all  papers  should  be  referred  to 
the  Printing  Committee,  but,  having  re- 
gard to  the  urgency  of  the  matter,  I  to 
move — 

That  the  paperi  be  printed. 

Question  resolved  in  the  aflfirmative. 


Motion  (by  Senator  Keating)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  Acting  Clerk  of  Parliaments  return 
to  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs  the  maps 
referred  to  in  report  of  Mr.  E.  N.  De  Burgh, 
on  water  supply  of  Canberra,  and  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate  on  the  rSth  February  last. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — Is  it  not  de- 
sirable to  retain  these  maps  for  the  infor- 
mation of  honorable  senators  until  the  Seat 
of  Government  Bill  has  bem  dealt  with? 

SenatOT  Keating. — I  have  no  objection 
to  that  being  d<xie.  The  maps  are  originals 
belcmging  to  a  file  which  should  go  back 
to  the  Department.  They  were  inadver- 
tently tabled  in  the  Senate  instead  of  in  the 
Library. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

DECIMAL  COINAGE. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  asked  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  ufon 
notice — 

Is  it  the  intenticm  of  the  Government,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  proposed  Commonwealth  Mint, 
to  introduce  the  system  of  decimal  coinage? 

Senator  BEST. — Correspondence  on  this 
subject  is  at  present  passing  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  Imperial  Governments. 

GRAVING  DOCK.  FREMANTLE. 
Senator  NEEDHAM  asked  the  Minister 
representing  the  Minister  of  Defence,  ufon 

notice — 

1.  Is  there  any  further  information  to  hand 
in  connexion  with  the  negotiations  between  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  State  Government 
of  Western  Australia  re  the  construction  of  a 
graving  dock  in  Fremantle  that  would  be  suit- 
able for  the  accommodation  of  warships? 

2.  If  so,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  informa- 
tion? 

Senator  KEATING.— There  is  no  fur- 
ther information  available,  but  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  glad  to  furnish  any  specific 
particulars  that  the  honorable  senator  may 
desire. 

LETTER-CARRIERS  AS  SORTERS. 

Senator  STEWART  asked  the  Minister 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  ufon 
notice — 

I.  Is  it  the  case  that  a  number  of  letter-carriers 
have  been  acting  as  sorters  in  the  Brisbane 
Post  Office  at  letter-carriers'  pay? 

3.  If  so,  for  what  period  have  these  officers 
been  so  employed? 

3.  Is  it  trne  that  several  of  them  have  re- 
cently been  sent  back  to -letter-carrying  duty? 

4.  If  so,  is  it  true  that  their  places  as  sorters 
have  been  taken  by  young  men  at  from  {.(to  to 
^110  a  year? 

5.  What  experience  as  ^^rters '  have  these 
young  men  had?  Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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Senator  KEATING.  —  Inquiries  are 
hang  made  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and 
the  desired  informaticm  will  be  furnished 
as  early  as  possible. 

TELEGRAM  DELIVERY:  BRISBANE. 

Senator  STEWART  asked  the  Minister 
represoiting  the  Postmaster-Genial,  ufon 
notice — 

1.  What  instroctions  have  Fintayson  and  Sons, 
Brisbane,  given  to  the  Postal  Department,  Bris* 
bane,  as  to  the  delivery  of  letters  and  telegrams 
addressed  to  them  when  their  office  is  closed? 

2.  it  true,  as  asserted  by  Mr.  Finlayson, 
that  the  telegram,  as  to  which  I  recently  put  a 
question,  was  delivered  to  him  personally  at  his 
office  at  13.8  p.m.  instead  of  at  8.37  a.m.^  as 
stated  by  the  DepartmeiH  in  leply  to  said  ques- 
tion? 

Senator  KEATING.— The  following  in- 
formation has  been  furnished  by  the  Acting 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Brisbane — 

1,  No  trace  can  be  found  in  this  Office  of  the 
receipt,  during  the  past  twelve  months,  of  any 
instructions  from  FiDlayscm  and  Sons  regarding 
delivery  of  letters  and  telegrams  addressed  to 
them  when  their  t^ce  is  closed. 

3.  Further  inquiries  have  been  made,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  already  made  by  this  Office,  and 
now  confirmed,  that  the  telegram  under  notice 
was  delivered  to  the  caretaker's  wife,  at  the 
Temperance  Hall,  at  8.37  a.m.,  on  the  a3rd 
ultimo. 

CHINESE  IMMIGRATION, 

Senator  PEARCE  asked  the  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  Executive  Council,  upon 
notice — 

r.  Has  the  attention  of  the  Government  been 
called  to  the  following  statement  in  the  Perth 
Daily  News  of  aSth  March,  1908—' 

CHINESE  IMMIGRATION. 

STAKTUKG  DEVELOnUNT. 

statement  by  Mr.  MeLeod. 

Mr,  A,  McLcod,  president  of  the  Western 
Australian  branch  of  the  A.N. A.,  when 
seen  at  Fremantle  by  a  representative  of 
the  Daily  News,  and  asked  whether  be 
had  anything  to  say  in  answer  to  the 
Collector  of  Customs,  replied — "  Only 
yesterday  a  peculiar  Case  came  under  my 
notice.  In  1903  ■!  Chinese  was  ntlowed 
into  Western  Australia  on  a  special  cer- 
tificate for  the  purpose  of  scientific  re- 
search. After  the  twelve  months  of  his 
exemption  had  expired  he  was  found  iron- 
ing shirts  in  a  Perth  laundry.  He  was 
arrested  by  Detective  Mann,  tried  as 
an  undesirable  immifjrant  before  Mr.  A. 
S.  Roe,  and  convicted  for  the  purpose  of 
deportation.  Yet,  despite  this  sentence, 
I  have  it  on  most  reliable  authorilv  that 
the  'scientist'  was  in  Perth  only  yester- 
day.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  "'? 


a.  Will  the  Minister  ascertain  if  the  facts 
are  as  stated  by  Mr.  McLeod? 

Senator  BEST. — The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable senator's  questions  are  as  follow — 

r.  Yes. 

2.  It  is  presumed  that  the  case  is  that  of  Ah 
On.  The  statement  omits  the  important  fact 
that  the  convictioQ  referred  to  was  quashed  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Western  Australia. 

The  law  on  which  that  decision  was  based  has 
since  been  altered. 


CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE  REVENUE. 

Senator  PULSFORD  asked  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council,  upon 
notice — 

What  are  the  aggregate  quantities  of— (1) 
spirits,  [a)  tobacco,  and  (3)  cigars  and  cigarettes, 
which  have  paid  Customs  and  Excise  duties, 
year  by  year,  1901-2  ■  to  1906-7,  and  what  are 
the  aggregate  revetme  receipts  thereunder  in 
each  case,  year  by  year? 

Senator  BEST.— The  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion is  far  too  Icmg  for  me  to  attempt  to 
read  it  to  the  Senate,  and  therefore  I  beg 
to  lay  it  upon  the  table  in  the  form  ot  a 
return. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL  1907-8. 

In  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  8th  April,  vide  page  10309) : 

SeccHid  Schedule. 

Treasury  —  Govesnhbnt  Printing 
Office  :  Excess  Payments  :  Un- 
classified Emplotbs  :  Stjpply  of 
Printing  Paper. 

DivisiOTis  30  to  36  {Dtfartment  of  the 
Treasury),  proposed  vote  ^£364, 457. 

Senator  FINDLEY  (Victoria)  [2.44].— 
I  notice  that  under  the  head  of  *'  Govern- 
ment Printer  ' '  we  are  asked  to  TOte  ;^500 
for  ' '  gratuities  to  State  officers  engaged  in 
excess  of  office  hours."  I  presume  that  it 
is  to  be  paid  tV>  State  employes  who  hare 
been  working  over  the  stipulated  hours  at 
Ccwnmonwealth  work.  I  desire  to  ascertain 
from  the  Minister  the  number  of  those  who 
have  participated  in  this  amount,  and 
whether  it  has  been  distributed  am<»ig<tf 
officers  or  amongst  all  those  who  have  been 
engaged  in  excess  of  their  ordinary  time  at 
Commonwealth  work. 

Senator  Best.  —  It  is^paid  to  State 
officers  in  lieu  of  i5^i^Sji!^OOgle 
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Senator  FINDLEY.— Am  I  to  under- 
stand that  those  who  are  entitled  to  over- 
time are  paid  out  of  the  vote  of  j£4j^oOf 
and  that  none  of  the  vote  of  ^£500 — "  Gra- 
tuities to  State  officers  engaged  in  ew»ss 
dfBf^  hours" — is  paid  to  the  compo^tors? 

Senator  Best. — ^Yes ;  and  those  who  are 
not  entitled  to  overtime  are  compensated 
out  of  the  vote  for  j^soo. 

Senator  FINDLEY.— Can  the  Minister 
sav  how  many  participate  in  the  gratui- 
ties? 

Senator  Best. — ^About  sixteen. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (\Vestern  Austra- 
lia) [2.47]. — In  reference  to  the  proposed 
»*ote  of  £2,400 — "  pFopOTtion  of  salaries 
of  the  State  classified  staff  of  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office" — I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Minister  whether  he  does  not  think  tliat 
it  is  somewhat  anomalous  that  a  number  of 
men  in  the  Printing  Office  should  be  in  the 
service  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  on  the 
classified  list  of  State  Public  Servants, 
and  thus  entitled  to  certain  privileges, 
whilst  other  mra,  doing  Commonwealth 
wcH-k  of  exactly  the  same  descriptimi,  are 
not  an  the  classified  list  of  the  Common- 
wealth ? 

Senator  Findley. — The  men  referred  to 
are  State  employes  on  the  classified  list  of 
the  State  Public  Service.  We  have  no 
Federal  classified  officers  in  the  Printing 
Office. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  am  not  asking 
Senator  Findley  for  a  reply  to  my  question. 
The  matter  to  which  I  have  referred  has 
already  been  ventilated  in  this  Chamber. 
I  again  point  out  the  anomaly  which  exists, 
and  should  like  to  have  the  opinicm  of  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coimcil 
on  the  matter. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice- Pre&i- 
d«it  of  the  Executive  Council  [2.49]. — 
This  matter  was  fully  discussed,  and  the 
Senate  passed  a  motion  in  connexion  with 
what  Senator  Needham  refers  to  as  an 
anomaly.  We  decided  that  it  was  undesir- 
able to  classify  certain  officers  as  the  hon- 
orable senator  suggested.  These  men  are 
not  alt(^ether  in  the  position  of  mere  tem- 
porary hands.  They  enjoy  some  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  classified  officers,  in  respect  to 
holidays,  for  instance. 

Senator  Needham. — They  have  not  the 
same  sense  of  security. 


Senator  BEST.  ~  They  have  not ;  but 
really  this  is  not  a  matter  over  which  we 
have  any  control. 

SenatOT  Findley. — ^Why  .  hare  we  not  ? 
Why  have  we  not  a  Federal  Government 
Printing  Office? 

Senator  BEST.—Senator  Findley  must 
know  that  his  interjection  would  open  up 
a  very  big  subject,  which  has  already  been 
discussed  TOry  fully  in  the  Senate.  We 
hare  entered  into  what  we  regard  as  a  most 
satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  State  Go- 
vernment Printing  Office,  by  which  Com- 
monwealth work  valued  at  ^(^45,000  a  year 
is  performed  upon  terms  that  are  eminently 
reasonable.  Senator  Findley  will  not  be 
satisfied  until  we  have  a  Federal  Printing 
Office,  but  in  view  of  certain  business  which 
is  likelv  to  be  before  the  Senate  to-morrow, 
it  would  hardly  be  advisable  for  us  at  this 
juncture  to  establish  a  Federal  Printinp 
Office  when  we  know  that  to  do  so  would 
invoh-e  very  large  expenditure. 

Senator  Needham.  —  We  should  secure 
our  men  first. 

Senator  BEST.— I  give  Senator  Need- 
ham my  assurance  that  these  temporarv 
hands  whose  case  he  has  brought  under 

notice  are  not  by  any  means  badly  treated. 
They  hare  not  full  security  of  office,  but 
so  long  as  we  have  work  for  them  to  do 
they  will  be  employed,  and  they  have  some 
of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  classified  Com- 
monwealth crfficers. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  O^estern  Austra- 
lia) [2.51]. — I  see  a  vote  for  ^^1,500  for 
paper  and  parchment,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  where  it  is  purchased. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  purchased  by  ten- 
der in  England  and  America. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— Surely  there  is 
paper  manufactured  in  Australia  which,  in 
view  of  the  protective  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment, we  might  expect  would  be  pur- 
chased in  preference  to  paper  manufactured 
elsewhere. 

Senator  Findley. — Where  is  there  any 
printing  paper  made  in  Australia? 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— That  is  an  ex- 
traordinary confession  of  weakness  on  the 
part  of  the  honorable  senator,  who  knows 
that  we  have  passed  Tariff  duties  in  order 
to  encourage  the  manufactiire  of  printing 
paper  in  Australia. 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to:^  _  _  _i 
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Divisions  37  to  45  {Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs),  proposed  vote,  jQy:>T,^$'^> 
agreed  to. 

Defence  :  Administration  —  Inspector- 
General's  Report — General  Staff 
— Inspections  by  State  Commandants 
— Shortage  of  Officers — Uniforms — 
Thursday  Island  Garrison  —  R.A.A. 
Mounted  Instructional  Cadres — 
Field  Artillery  Training — Fremantle 
Garrison — Artillery  Ranges — Spade 
Equipi^ent  —  Rifle  Clubs  —  Annual 
Cahps  —  Naval  and  Torpedo  Con- 
struction :  Expert's  Report — Order 
for  Military  Uniforms  :  Fremantle 
Battery  —  Schools  of  Instruction  : 
Allowances  —  Instructional  Staff  : 
Queensland — Conduct  of  Militiamen  : 
liRisBANE — Officers'  Salaries  :  Capt. 
Lyons  :  Capt.  Dove. 
Divisions  46  to  188  {Department  of 
Defence),  proposed  vote,  £,'}oo,^-}^. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [2>55]< — I  think  this  is  a  convenient 
time  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject 
of  the  existing  methods  of  administraticm 
of  the  Defence  Forces.  Recently  a  number 
of  speeches  have  been  made  on  Defence 
questions,  and  there  has  been  a  decided 
tendency  to  say  uncomplimentary  things 
about  those  charged  with  the  management 
of  the  Forces.  It  is  easy  enough  to  find 
fault,  but  it  is  sometimes  a  little  difficult 
Ui  properly  apportion  blame  and  credit.  I 
do  not  think  that  I  am  in  a  position  to  do 
either  thoroughly,  but  I  hope  to  make  a 
few  conservations  which  will  be  of  interest, 
and  will,  perhaps,  enable  honorable  sena- 
tors to  see  matters  in  a  somewhat  different 
light  to  that  in  which  they  appear  in  state- 
ments continually  published  in  the  press. 
I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact -that 
tlie  present  methods  of  administering  the 
Defence  Forces  per  medium  of  a  Military 
Board  and  Council  of  Defence  are  the  very 
opposite  of  the  methods  heretofore  existing. 
A  great  change  of  this  kind  cannot  take 
place  without  some  difficulties  arising,  but 
not  one  of  the  difficulties  or  disadvantages 
appertaining  to  the  Defence  Forces  as  they 
at  present  exist  arose  during  the  period  of 
administration  by  the  Military  Board,  or  can 
!«  said  to  be  due  to  that  system.  Every 
one  of  the  existing  difficulties  had  its  origin 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  Military 
Baird.  Necessarily,  it  takes  a  va^t  deal 
of  trouble  and  a  great  deal  of  time  to 


straighten  out  a  number  of  difficulties  that 
have  existed  for  some  little  time.  Going 
back  a  few  years — and,  to  put  it  plainly, 
to  the  time  when  we  had  Major-General 
Hutton  in  COTimand  of  the  Defence  Forces 
— whether    we    started    at    flobart  and 
finished  up  at  Thursday  Island,  or  began 
at  Sydney  and  traversed  across  Australia 
to  Western  Australia,  there  was  not  any  one 
matter  connected  with  the  military  defence 
of  the  Commwiwealth  that  was  not  abso- 
lutely up-ended  by  the  enthusiastic  military 
authority    I    have    just    mentioned.  I 
make  bold  to  say  that  one  of  the  highest 
professional  ofiicers  in  the  Defence  Forces 
in  the  Commcmwealth,  whbse  advancement 
has  been  in  no  way  a  source  of  grievance 
to  him.  but  rather  the  reverse,  stated  openly 
on  a  Sydney  tram-car,  in  my  presence,  a 
couple  of  years  back,  that  it  would  take 
twentv-five  years  to  undo  the  mischief  created 
in  the  Defence  Force  of  Australia  by  Major- 
General  Hutton.      That  enthusiastic  (^ficer 
attempted  a  task  which  was  utterly  be\ond 
him,  and,  in  my  opinion,  went  about  it  in 
the   wrong   way.    If   any  business  man 
were   to  seek   the   reorganization   of  a 
large  ccmimercial  concern,  he  would  deal 
with  it  department  by  department,  putting 
each  in  order  in  turn  and  providing  fw  tlw 
contirmance  of  the  operatims  of  the  busi- 
ness in  the  meantime;  but  the  c^cer  who 
commanded   the   Commonwealth  Defence 
Forces   for   three  years  from  the  begin- 
ning    of     January,    1902,    instead  of 
takmg    the     work     piece     by  piece, 
commenced     by     upsetting  everything. 
There  was  not  a  military  order  which  was 
not  varied.     There  was  not  a  component 
part  of  a  regiment  or  a  battalion  that  was 
not  upset.    Every  article  of  uniform  had  to 
be  altered.     The  drill  of  all  ranks  and 
arms  of  the  service  was  changed.  The  pay 
was  altered.     There  was  not  a  thing  from 
beginning  to  end  of  the  Military  Fcxces  of 
the  Commonwealth  that  was  not  reversed 
from  what  had  previously  existed.  The 
consequence  was  that  every  member  of  the 
Forces  felt,  first  of   all  astonished,  then 
discouraged,  and   finally  disgusted.  The 
consequent   result    was   a   diminution  in 
the  strength.     I  have  not  the  exact  num- 
bers in  hundreds,  tens,  and  units,  but  I 
can    remember    the  thousands  very  ac- 
curately ;  and  I  Icnow  that  there  was  a  tre- 
mendous falling  off  in  the  strength  of  the 
Forces  during  the  term  of  Major-General 
Hutton's  command.     When  he  took  com- 
mand ,    the    Defence    Forces  numbered 
27,000.      When  he  left  there  were,  about 
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19,000.  For  all  practical  purposes  we  may 
say  that  30  per  tent,  of  the  membership 
of  the  Defence  Forces  had  gone  in  three 
years.  That  decrease  has  since  been 
only  partially  made  up.  I  do  not  agree 
with  all  that  the  Military  Board  has 
done,  but  I  do  recognise  that  there  is 
neither  so  much  dissatisfaction  nor  so  much 
inefficiency  as  there  was  in  the  Forces  a 
little  while  ago.  The  numbers  are  still 
below  the  i>eace  establishment,  but  on  the 
other  hand  a  sensible  infantry  drill  has 
been  ordered  by  the  Military  Board,  and  is 
in  successful  operation  to-day.  There  are 
many  things  that  still  require  to  be  done 
to  put  matters  on  a  satisfactwy  footing, 
but  I  do  affirm  that,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
troops  in  the  State  fnxn  which  I  come,  and 
which  constitute  the  largest  division  of  the 
Commonwealth  Forces,  there  is  less'  dis- 
satisfacticHi,  and  consequently  much  less 
disgust,  than  there  was  two  or  three  years 
ago.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  Estimates 
before  us  give  an  indication  that  the  Go- 
vernment, instead  of  trying  to  complete  tHe 
good  work  that  has  been  done  lately,  is 
proposing  to  hreik  away  into  an  entirely 
new  scheme ;  that  will  leave  us  God  knows 
where,  and  produce  results  thalc  no  one 
can  foretell.  I  had  very  much  rather  see 
the  Government  making  a  resolute  effort 
to  carry  on  the  work  that  is  now  in  pro- 
gress, consolidating  the  Forces,  removing 
difficulties  and  generally  improving  the 
tone,  the  morale,  of  the  Forces,  than 
liteaking  away  into  an  unknown  use  nf 
juvenile  soldiery.  I  thought  that  it  would 
be  only  a  fair  thing  for  me  to  make  these 
few  remarks,  because  at  a  later  stage — 
when  we  come  to  the  items  of  the  Defence 
EAimates — I  propose  to  bring  forward 
two  or  three  matters  with  regard  to  which 
I  am  plainly  at  variance  with  what  the 
Department  is  doing.  I  make  these  re- 
marks to  show  conclusively  that,  while  I 
differ  from  the  Administration  in  certain 
(letr.ils — details  that  to  my  mind  must  in- 
volve a  recognition  of  legal  obligations — I 
recognise  also  that  the  Military  Board  and 
those  in  authority  have  been  and  are 
doing  good  work.  T  think  that  it  is  most 
unfair  to  the  citizen  soldiers  of  Australia, 
and  to  the  staff  of  officers  now  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  military  matters, 
thA  there  should  be  such  an  everlasting 
harking  back  with  reference  to  the  splen- 
did things  which  scHne  people  imagine 
that  the  late  OfBcer  Commanding,  Major- 
General  Hutton,  is  supposed  to  have  done, 
but  which  the  members  of  the  Defence 


Fprces  have  been  quite  unable  to  discover. 
The  very  fact  that  after  a  good  deal  of  in- 
vestigation at  the  hands  of  the  Inspector- 
General  of  the  British  Forces,  -General  Sir 
John  French,  it  became  necessary  for  the 
military  authorities  of  England  to  remove 
compulsorily  Major-General  Hutton  from 
the  Army  last  year,  is  pretty  sufficient 
evidence,  to  my  mind,  that  the  state- 
ments of  those  speakers  and  writers 
who  are  eternally  harping  upon  his 
estimable  services  to  the  Commonwealth, 
and  upon  the  very  pow  services  which 
it  is  said  are  being  rendered  by  those  in 
charge  to-day,  might  ^-ery  reasonably  be 
moderated.  A  little  more  credit  might 
attach  to  those  who  are  attempting  a  very 
large  work  under  circumstances  of  much 
difficulty,  and  who  I  think  might  have  more 
consideration  shown  to  them.  A  little 
more  confidence  might  ba  reposed  in  the 
good  services  that  are  being  given  to  the 
Commonwealth  by  the  Council  of  De- 
fence, the  Military  Board,  and  the  leading 
ai/thorities  of  the  Defence  Department. 

Senator  PEARCE  (Western  Australia) 
[3. 7]- — I  desire  to  offer  a  few  remarks  in 
regard  to  the  Inspector-Genera! 

Senator  Ptn-SFORD.-— I  call  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  Committee.  [Quorum 
formed.'] 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  observations 
which  I  wish  to  make  relate  to  the  very  in- 
teresting report  by  the  Inspector- General  of 
the  Militarv  Forces,  which  has  been  placed 
in  our  hands  to-dav.  I  believe  that  honor- 
able senators  will  read  the  report  with 
pleasure.  It  is  one  of  the  most  practical 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents 
of  the  kind  that  has  ever  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  members  of  this  Parlia- 
ment.  It  has  the  militarv  virtue  of  brevity, 
it  goes  straight  to  the  point,  and  it  discloses 
the  weaknesses  in  our  present  Milktary 
Forces.  And  by  the  way,  1  would  sav  that 
before  we  start  to  do  anything  fresh  in 
regard  to  our  military  business,  we  might 
try  to  make  our  present  system  effective. 
This  report  discloses  that  the  present  state 
of  our  Military  Forces  is  anything  but  ef- 
fective. I  note  with  interest  that  Major- 
General  Hoad  proposes  a  return  to  the 
system  of  control  by  a  General  Staff.  I. 
think  that  there  is  this  to  be  said  on  that 
point — that  if  we  are  to  have  an  Austra- 
lian Force,  we  should  have  one  plan  and 
one  organizing  mind.  I  consider  that 
bv  having  our  Forces  managed  by  a  Mili- 
tarv Board  we  must  necessarily  have  a  less 
efftictive  system  thswftiz^fclSO^tese  if 
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we  had  a  General  Staff.  We  should  then 
have  one  plan  and  one  directing  mind,  in- 
stead of  having  many  minds,  and  neces- 
sarily, divel^y  of  plan. 

Swiator  MuLCAHY. — Many  minds  with 
one  plan. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  think  that  the 
effect  of  the  present  system  has  been  to 
give  in  many  minds  and  many  plans. 
Major-General  Head  makes  rather  a  start- 
ling charge  against  the  State  Command- 
ants.  On  page  5  of  his  report,  he  says — 

In  at  least  one  Sfnte  tbcse  inspections — 

that  is  inspections  by  the  State  Ccxnmand- 
ant — ■ 

have  been  chiefly  carried  out  by  the  Commaad- 
■ant  at  the  Easter  Camps  of  Continuous  Train- 
ing, and,  from  returns  supplied,  it  is  noted 
theie  are  in  the  command  units  which  have 
not  been  visited  by  the  Commandant  for  a  long . 
time.  This  ia  unsatisfactory.  Aa  a  general 
rule,  a  great  deal  of  good  would  result  from 
at  least  a  yearly  visit  by  the  Commandant.  I 
recommend  that  the  Standing  Orders  be  amended 
to  provide  for  this. 

SenatCH:  Mulcahy. — To  what  State  does 
he  there  refer? 
Senator     PEARCE.  —  Major-General 

Hoad  does  not  mention  any  particular 
State,  but  he  points  to  a  number  of  abuses 
which  have  arisen  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  State  Commandants  have  not  been  in 
the  habit  of  inspecting  the  units.  I  should 
have  thought  that  it  was  one  of  the  chief 
duties  of  the  State  C<Mnmandants  to  see 
that  the  Forces  tinder  their  command  were 
kept  up  to  a  state  of  efficiency.  If  a  Com- 
mandant merely  visits  the  Easter  camp  for 
rx>ntinuous  training,  how  is  it  possible  for 
him  to  know  what  is  being  done  throughout 
the  year  by  the  units?  The  training  work 
is  done  throughout  the  year,  and  the  camp 
is  merely  a  bringing  together  of  the  Forces 
to  teach  them  to  act  in  concert,  and  to  put 
into  practice  what  they  have  been  learning 
during  the  year.  If  a  State  Commandant 
does  not  inspect  the  units  under  his  com- 
mand, apart  from  the  Easter  camp,  I  sav 
that  he  is  not  doing  what  he  is  paid  for. 
The  Inspector- General  places  his  finger  on 
that  weakness,  and  speaks  very  strongly  in 
deprecatiwi  of  what  is  being  done.  The 
next  matter  to  which  I  would  draw  atten- 
tion— and  it  is  a  very  serious  one — is  the 
shortage  of  officers.  Major-General  Hoad 
points  out  that  in  New  South  Wales  the 
force  is  short  by  147  officers,  in  Victoria 
by  <;3.  in  Queensland  by  50,  in  South  Aus- 
tralia by  26,  in  Western  Australia  by  18, 
and  in  Tasmania  by  35.  In  Tasmania 
there  can  scarcely  be  any  officers  at  all.  I 


should  like  to  put  this  question  to  the 
Prime  Minister.  If  he  proposes  to  insti- 
tute a  scheme  under  which,  I  understand^ 
we  shall  have  80,000  troops  where  we 
now  have  wily  20,000,  and  if  under  the 
present  system  we  are  329  officers  short, 
where  on  earth  is  he  going  to  find  the 
officers  for  80,000  troops?  I  take  it,  read- 
ing the  Prime  Minister's  speech,  that  he 
regards  the  present  Military  Forces  as  the 
training  ground  for  the  officers  of  the 
future  Australian  Army.  Yet  with  a  force 
of  20,000  men  we  are  329  officers  short. 
Major-General  Hoad  on  pages  15  and  16 
of  his  report,  gives  one  of  the  reasons  for 
this.  I  ask  honorable  senators  to  turn  to 
what  he  says.  He  mentions  the  cost  of 
officers'  uniforms.  The  uniform  of  an 
officer  of  infantry  costs  ^^39  i6s.  What 
possible  hope  have  we  of  getting  officers  for 
our  Forces  when  it  costs  a  man  to  get  the 
necessary  uniform  to  enable  him  to  appear 
as  well  dressed  as  the  other  officers  of  his 
regiment,  £5^)  i6s.  ?  It  is  absolutely  ridi- 
culous in  a  citizen  force.  It  should  not  be 
allowed.  There  is  too  much  "frill"  alto- 
gether. One  of  the  things  that  should  be 
done — and  evidently  Major-General  Hoad 
thinks  so  too — is  to  prohibit  absolutely  diis 
expensive  uniform.  All  that  our  officers 
need  is  some  distinctive  mark  or  badge* 
and  they  should  be  prohibited  from  indulgf- 
ing  in  all  these  frills,  gilt  spurs,  and  that 
kind  of  thing,  running  up  to  a  cost  of 
£?.9  i6s. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — One  consideration  is 
that  a  good  many  of  the  officers  like  that 
sort  of  thing. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  so,  but  they 
ought  to  be  absolutely  prohibited  from  in- 
dulging themselves  in  this  fashion. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — The  man  who  can- 
not pav  such  a  bill  is  at  a  disadvantage. 

Senator  PEARCE.— I  understand  that 
all  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  table 
quoted  by  Major-General  Hoad  on  page  15 
of  his  report,  are  recognised  in  the  regu- 
lations. SiKh  expensive  articles  should  not 
he  recognised.  If  an  officer  likes  to  clothe 
himself  in  a  comic  opera  costume  he  should 
not  be  allowed  to  indulge  his  idiosyncrades 
at  the  expense  of  the  Forces.  These  things 
should  not  be  recognised  by  the  regulations. 
Of  course,  if  a  man  likes  to  go  down  the 
street  in  sudi  clothing,  let  him  do  it. 
If  he  wants  to  go  down  the  street  with  as 
much  fuss  and  feathers  on  him,  let  him  do 
it,  but  whv  recognise  it  as  a  military  uni- 
form ?  The  regulations  shf^Id  recognise 
only  those  thingg,gjtii|^i(;lOTOgte«tely, 
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necessary  to  differentiate  the  officer  from 

the  private.  Major-General  Hoad  points 
out  that  in  regiments  for  which  scarlet  is 
full  dress,  the  cost  is  j£44  8s-  6d.,  while 
on  page  16  he  states  that  the  full  dress 
for  a  lieutenant  of  Lig^t  Horse  costs 
OS.  6d. 

Senator  Chataway. — And  what  makes  it 
worse  is  that  the  authorities  keep  issuing 
regulations  altering  the  uniform. 

Senator  PEARCE.— That  is  so. 

Senator  Mulcahy.— The  only  way  is  to 
forbid  it,  because  so  long  as  one  man,  who 
can  afford  it,  has  all  that  paraphernalia, 
other  men  will  try  to  get  it. 

Senator  PEARCE. — It  is  not  necessary 
to  forbid  it,  so  long  as  the  regulations  stip- 
ulate that  an  officer's  uniform  shall  be  so 
and  so.  If  a  man  wants  to  dress  himself 
in  ccMuic  opera  costume  at  a  ball,  he  can 
do  so,  but  it  should  not  be  recognised  as 
the  military  uniform.  Our  ideal  is  a  citi- 
zen soldiery,  and  we  must  expect  to  get  our 
officers  from  the  ranks.  If  that  is  to  be  so, 
the  position  of  officer  should  be  open  to 
the  poorest  man  in  the  line.  If  he  has 
the  brains  to  pass  the  examination  to 
qualify  himself,  mon^  should  not  stand  in 
bis  way.  Inability  to  buy  an  expensive 
uniform  should  not  block  him.  I  trust  that 
the  Government,  while  they  are  giving  so 
much  attention  to  the  embryo  Forces  of  the 
future,  will  pay  a  little  attention  also  to 
the  Forces  of  the  present.  Here  is  a  serious 
matter  that  wants  urgent  attention.  In 
order  to  make  our  present  Forces  effective, 
we  require  329  more  <^cers.  Where  are 
we  to  get  them  from?  The  leisured  and 
wealthy  classes  in  Australia  are  apparently 
not  fond  of  military  drill,  and  will  not 
take  to  it  as  a  means  of  occupatim.  We, 
therefore,  have  to  encourage  the  working- 
man — the  man  of  small  means — to  become 
an  crfficer.  We  know  that  he  very  often 
makes  the  best  officer,  and  the  way  to  en- 
courage him  is  to  discourage  this  expensive 
oflteer's  dress.  I  am  sure  that  honorable 
senators  are  in  sympathy  with  that,  and 
Major-General  Hoad  has  done  us  a  valu- 
able service  in  drawinc  attention  to  it.  He 
refers  to  the  fact  that  the  Comm.and-ints 
do  not  visit  the  various  parts  of  their 
States,  and  deals  with  the  shortage  of  offi- 
cers in  these  words — 

The  shortage  of  officers  of  the  Citizen  Forces 
is  a  matter  of  great  moment,  and  no  force 
undcT  such  conditions  can  be  said  to  be  in  a 
utisfactory  state.  I  consider  that  the  frequent 
risits  of  Commandants  to  the  various  parts  of 
their  commaods  should  do  much  to  remedy  a 
state  of  affairs  the  seriousness  of  which  camnot 
be  over-estimated. 


If  war  hrcke  out,  and  if  our  army  under 
a  peace  footing  of  20,000  men  is  329  offi- 
cers short,  what  should  we  do  for  officers 
for  40,000  men  on  a  war  footing? 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symom. — Do  with- 
out th^. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Apparently  so.  We 
should  have  to  pirt  our  soldiers  into  the 
field  in  charge  of  men  who  knew  nothing 
about  military  drill,  and  were  ignorant  of 
the  rudiments  of  warfare.  Even  the  Boers 
recognised  the  necessity  of  their  <^cers 
knowing  something  about  the  training  and 
handling  of  men.  Those  on  the  Boer  side 
who  made  their  names  famous  in  the  Boer 
war,  were  in  charge  of  their  commandoes 
before  the  war  b^an,  and  so  bad  some 
previous  knowledge  of  the  ccmtrol  of 
men.  They  were  nc*  novices.  De  Wet, 
and  others,  were  in  chai^  of  their  village 
commandoes  beforehand.  It  is  a  most 
serious  matter  as  affecting  the  defence  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  that  this 
shortage  of  officers  should  continue.  As 
Major-General  Hoad  has  indicated,  the 
expensiveness  of  the  dress  is  one  of  the 
chief  reasons  for  it.  It  only  needs  an 
alteration  of  the  regulations  to  cure  that. 
Why  should  it  not  cured  in  six  months' 
time?  The  next  serious  matter  to  which 
he  draws  our  attention  is  the  fact  that  the 
fortified  points  of  the  Commonwealth — the 
most  vital  points — ar^  seriously  under- 
manned.    On  page  7  he  says— 

On  the  ,nst  December  last  the  Royal  Aus- 
tralian Artillery  detachment  at  Thursday  Island 
was  one  officer  and  thirty  other  ranks,  and  at 
other  stations  the  Corps  as  three  officers  and 
twenty-etght  other  ranks,  below  the  establish- 
ment provided  for  on  estimates  for  tlie  current 
year.  I  consider  that  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  to  complete  the  authorised  establish- 
ment. 

As  the  Inspector-General,  who  is  the  re- 
sponsible advisor  of  the  Government,  has 
reported  that  that  state  of  affairs  exists, 
can  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive 
Council  state  whether  the  Govemm«it  have 
taken  anv  steps  io  provide  those  thirtv 
men  for  Thursday  Island?  On  that  island 
the  Japanese  outnumber  the  whole  Euro- 
pean population,  and  at  most  there  are 
onlv  some  thirtv  or  thirtv-five  men  in 
charge  of  the  fortified  station  there. 

Senator  Chataway. — And  there  is  a 
coaling  station  alongside. 

Senator  PEARCE. — Yes;  it  is  one  of 
the  most  ■vulnerable  points  in  Australia, 
and  one  of  the  first  likely,  to  be  seized  in 
case  of  hostilitieftitizedbyCjOOQlC 
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Senator  Chataway.— The  commandant's 
house  is  not  even  connected  with  the  bar- 
racks bv  telephone. 

Senat'or  PEARCE.— We  are  talking 
about  organizing  a  vast  army  and  going  in 
for  conscription,  and  yet  we  neglect  the 
very  first  rudiments  of  defence,  the  very 
things  for  which  money  is*  voted  year  by 
year,  which  ParliameiA  has  agreed  to,  and 
which  military  officers  say  are  essential. 
Those  things  are  not  attended  to. 

Senator  Best. — What  is  suggested  in 
regard  to  Thursday  Island  has  been  dc»ie. 

Senator  PEARCE. — I  am  glad  tu  hear 
it.  If  Major-General  Hoad  in  calling  at- 
tention to  it  has  led  to  its  being  done,  he 
has  rendered  a  service  to  Australia.  One 
of  the  reasons  why  there  is  some  diflficulty 
'at  Thursday  Island  is  that  the  men  are 
kept  there  too  long.  Is  it  not  £.  fact  that 
they  are  kept  there  longer  than  a  year? 

.Senator  Best. — Two  vears. 

Senator  PEARCE.— those  who  know 
the  disalMlities  and  dlsccnnforts  of  living 
in  such  a  place  will  sympathize  with  those 
men,  and  say  that  thev  should  not  be  kept 
tliere  l<Higer  than  twelve  mcxiths. 

Senator  Givens. — ^It  is  not  such  s.  bad 
place. 

Senator  PEARCE.— There  seems  to  be 
a  great  disinclination  cm  the  part  of  those 
in  the  Forces  to  go  there.  One  man  who 
was  a  sergeant,  or  something -of  that  kind, 
resigned  rather  than  go  from  Queenscliff 
to  Thursday  Island. 

Senator  MtrLCAHV. — They  ought  to  be 
prepared  to  go  anywhere. 

Senaftor  PEARCE.— They  should  be, 
but  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  filling  up  vacancies,  the  term  at 
Thursday  Island  should  be  shortened  to 
twelve  months,  and  the  men  should  be  given 
another  twelve  months,  say,  at  QueensclifT 
or  Albany,  or  at  some  other  plac^  in  a  cool 
climate. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  not  so  bad  or 
warm  at  Thursday  Island. 

Senator  PEARCE.— At  any  rate,  that 
is  the  impression.  I  suppose  ?t  is  like 
the  old  tale  of  the  .sugar  plantations. 
People  were  told  so  often  that  white  men 
could  not  live  there,  that  they  came  rt 
last  to  believe  it.  Referring  to  the  Royal 
Australian  Artillery,  Major  General  Hoad 
deals  with  the  Mounted  Instructional 
Cadres  as  follows — 

At  these  Mounted  Instructional  Cadres  cannot 
be  regarded  as  '*  Instruct ionnl  Stnn,"  1  ron- 
tider  that  their  maintenance  ts  clrnrly  opposed 
10  the  spirit  of  the  Defence  Act.   The  men  have 


been  enlisted  for  the  R.A.A^  i.e.,  for  Gar- 
rison Artillery,  and  by  serving  in  the  Cadre* 
have  been  diverted  from  the  work  for  whidi 
they  were  enlisted.  On  inquiry  at  one  inspec- 
tion it  appeared  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  men  of 
the  Cadre  in  that  State  bad  never  been  in  the 
forts,  40  per  cent,  had  only  attended  for  a 
three  days'  school  of  gunnery  course,  and  the 
balance  only — ao  per  cent. — had  been  trained  as 
garrison  gxmners. 

The  distinct  understanding  on  which  Par- 
liament passed  the  Defence  Act  was  that 
the  (xily  reason  for  having  a  Permanent 
Force  was  that  it  should  ctHisist  of  skilled 
gunners — men  who  were  to  be  the  brains  in 
the  forts.  It  was  understood  that  every 
one  of  them  was  to  be  a  trained  gunner, 
and  that  they,  together  with  the  Volunteer 
Artillery,  would  man  the  forts.  They 
were  to  be,  through  their  knowledge,  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  fw- 
tified  points  of  Australia. 

Senator  Givens. — It  was  also  contem- 
plated that  the  Permanent  Force  should 
be  available  as  an  Instructicuial  Staff. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes';  but  it  was 
also  undCTStood  that  they  were  to  be  trained 
gunners.  It  was  recognised  that,  in  the 
case  of  infantry,  adjutants  and  sergeant- 
majors  were  needed  for  the  purposes  of 
drill,  but  that  men  who  were  practically 
skilled  engineers  would  be  necessary  to  man 
the  gims  at  the  fortified  points,  as  those 
guns  are  ccHnplicated  machines,  and,  there- 
loK,  that  a  good  portion  of  the  gun  de- 
tachments would  have  to  be  permanent  men. 
It  was  only  for  that  reason  that  Parlia- 
ment sanctioned  the  establishment  of  a 
Permanent  Force  at  all,  and  yet  Majw- 
General  Hoad  tells  us  that  40  per  cent,  of 
the  men  in  the  Instructional  Cadres  have 
never  been  in  the  forts  at  all.  That  is  cer- 
tainly a  breach  of  faith  with  Parliament 
Major-General  Hoad  has  done  good  service 
in  calling  attention  to  that  fact,  and  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  rectify  it  in  the  future.  I  come 
now  to  the  Australian  Field  Artillery. 
With  the  advent  of  the  new  18-pounder 
guns,  the  Australian  Artillerymen  who  were 
used  to  the  old  gims  are  practically  novices. 
The  new  gun  is  a  complicated  weapon, 
needing  far  more  skill,  and  the  men  in 
charge  of  it  need  far  more  practice.  This 
is  what  Major-General  Hoad  says  <hi  that 
point — 

Now  that  the  i8-pr.  Q-J.  guni  and  equipment 
have  been  supplied  to  the  Australian  Field  Ar- 
tillery, the  question  of  increased  training  for 
this  arm  requires  earnest  consideration.  To  get 
the  best  results  from  these  modern  gims,  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  battery  snecialuts, 
and,  in  fact,  all  rflIi^z««U)^Vb«(|iwv[@«m«l. 
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The  training  now  provided  for  is  altogether  in- 
adequate, and  I  recommend  that  the  number 
of  days  be  -extended  from  sixteen  to  twenty- 
five  aonually  {i.e.,  the  number  now  provided 
for  the  Submarine  Miners),  aod  that  not  less 
than  14  of  these  days  be  devoted  to  camps  of 
continuous  training.  The  money  saved  by  the 
abolition  of  the  Mounted  Instructional  Cadres  of 
the  R.A.A.  would  go  a  long  way  to  meet  the 
cost  of  this.  Suitable  ranges  on  which  can  be 
taught  the  tactics  of  Field  Artillery  in  combina- 
tioD  with  other  Arms  are  also  urgently  required. 
Owing  to  the  want  of  a  suitable  artillery  range, 
the  Field  Artillery  in  Queensland  have  not 
been  nble  to  carry  out  any  service  practice 
daring  the  past  two  years. 

It  is  a  nice  state  of  affairs  that  in  the 
northern  State,  which,  in  the  event  of  a 
war  with  an  Asiatic  country,  would  have 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  first  attack,  and 
which  would  be  one  of  our  most  vulnerable 
points,  the  Field  Artillery  have  not  had  a 
service  practice  for  two  years.  It  is  simply 
a  faice.  It  is  ctanic  opera.  It  is  not  ac- 
tual military  training  at  all.  It  taxes 
the  resources  of  even  qualified  men  to  deal 
with  and  manipulate  the  intricate  machinery 
of  the  new  guns.  We  have  gone  to  great 
expense  to  buy  those  gims  and  to  maintain 
this  regiment.  Yet  for  two  years  they  have 
never  fired  a  live  shell  out  of  than  or 
worked  under  active  service  conditi(His.  It 
would  be  simple  madness  to  send  those 
men  on  to  a  field  of  battle. 

Senator  Chataway. — It  would  be  mur- 
der. 

Senator  PEARCE.— Yes.  You  cannot 
train  an  artilleryman  in  a  month.  When 
infantry  regiments  were  being  raised  for 
South  Africa,  it  was  possible  to  bring  the 
men  into  camp,  and  in  a  month  to  give 
them  a  certain  amount  of  discipline  and 
training,  but  it  is  different  with  artillery- 
men. They  have  to  become  engineers  to 
deal  with  the  modon  complicated  guns. 
They  can  only  qualify  for  their  work  by 
long  training,  and  it  is  a  scandal  that  in 
Queensland  the  Field  Artillery  have  never 
had  the  opportunity  to  practice.  As  time 
goes  on,  It  will  become  more  diflicult  for 
us  to  acquire  artillery  ranges.  Whv  not 
acquire  them  now?  It  will  have  to  be  done 
sooner  or  later,  and  lands  will  become 
every  day  more  valuable.  The  ranges 
should  be  bought  and  the  men  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  practice.  I  come 
now  to  my  own  State.  There  was  a  field 
battery  at  Fremantle.  Major-General  Hoad 
says — 

This  Battery  is  designated  a  "  Field  Artillery 
Battery,"  and  is  shown  as  such  in  all  official 
documents,  establishments,  returns,  &c.,  the  men 
are  tested  as  Field  Artillery,  and  the  money  for 
its  maintenance  is  voted  by  Parliament  ioi  a 


Field  Artillery  Battery.  It  is  a  Field  Artillery 
Battery  in  name  only,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
found  that  for  a  considerable  time,  the  Battery 
had  been  trained  as  a  Garrison  Artillery  Cam- 
■party.  It  has  not  had  any  Field  Artillery 
practice  since  June,  1906.  and  has  not  had  a 
Mounted  Parade  since  October,  1905,  Battery 
practice  last  year  having  been  carried  out  from 
the  6-in.  Q.F.  guns  at  Fort  Arthur's  Head. 

Senator  Mulcahy.— Who  is  responsible 
for  that? 

Senator  PEARCE.— The  Minister  of 
Defence  is,  of  course,  the  only  man  with 
whom  we  can  deal. 

Senator  Mxjlcaht.— Upon  what  officer 
in  the  service  does  that  state  of  thinra  re- 
flect? * 

Senator  PEARCE.— It  reflects  upon  the 
State  Commandant  in  the  first  place.  The 
extract  continues — 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  serious  irregu* 
lanty.  I  canijot  trace  any  authority  for  the 
departure,  and  an  explanation  should  be  given. 

It  is  for  the  Parliament  to  demand  an  ex- 
jplanation  from  the  Government.  The  In- 
spector-General lesumes — 

Since  the  date  of  this  Report  an  order  has 
been  promulgated  converting  the  Battery  into  a 
Company  of  Garriion  Artillery. 

They  have  turned  them— as  they  ought  to 
have  been  done  long  ago — into  a  battery  of 
Garrison  Artillery.  Eigh teen-pounder  guns 
were  ordered,  and  sent  to  Western  Austra- 
lia, presumably  to  this  battery,  amongst 
others.  Are  the  guns  to  be  allowed  to  rust 
there,  or  are  the  Government  gcnng  to 
strike  this  battery  off  the  Field  Artillery? 
It  should  be  ranembered  that  Western 
Australia  is  respmsible  for  the  defence  of 
(Mie-third  of  this  Continent.  There  is  a 
half  battery  at  Perth,  and  also  a  half  bat- 
tery at  Fremantle.  The  half  battery  of 
Field  Artillery  should  be  retained  at  Fre- 
mantle at  all  costs.  It  is  raie  of  our  vul- 
nerable points — a  point  where  no  doubt  an 
Asiatic  nation  would  attempt  to  land  and 
make  a  raid.  Yet  one  of  the  most  valuable 
arms  of  defence — the  artillery  arm — has 
been  neglected,  and  apparently  the  men 
have  been  handed  over  to  the  Garrison  Ar- 
tiller;^,  and  the  Field  Artillery  has  ceased 
lo  exist. 

Senator  Givens. — Practically  it  has 
been  converted  into  a  Garrison  Battery. 

Senator  PEARCE.— What  has  become 
of  the  guns  ?  Why  do  not  the  Government 
form  another  battery  of  Field  Artillery  and 
use  the  guns?  From  personal  knowledge, 
I  know  that  it  would  be  comparatively  easy 
for  the  Government  ta--buy  ani  artillery 
range  near  Ferttnitian  bfWy^gl^t  very. 
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little  cost.  In  years  to  cwne,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  secure  a  site,  because  as  settle- 
ment extends,  we  shall  have  to  comjpensate 
the  land-owners  at  higher  figures.  At  the 
present  time,  however,  and  within  easv  dis- 
taiKC  of  Perth  and  Fremantle,  there  are 
large  areas  on  which  there  is  not  a  single 
house.  It  should  be  apparent  to  any  one 
that  now  is  the  proper  time  to  acquire  ar- 
tillery ranges.  The  Inspector-General  con- 
tinues— 

At  my  recent  inspection  of  No.  4  New  South 
Wales  Battery,  A.F.A.,  at  Albury  and  Wagga. 
it  was  stated  that  no  practice  had  been  earned 
out  by  the  Batteries  in  their  Districts  for  some 
considerable  time,  although  it  was  represented 
that  ranges  were  available,  and  if  ammunition 
were  provided  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
arranging  for  practice  locally. 

1  venture  to  say  that  during  that  period 
there  has  been  any  quantity  of  ammuniti(Hi 
rusting  in  both  Melbourne  and  Sydney. 

Senator  Chataway. — Because  they  have 
not  ranges  somewhere  else. 

Senator  FEARCE. — I  suppose  that  in 
Queensland  and  Western  Australia  they 
have  ammunition  and  no  range,  whereas  in 
Wagga  Wagga  and  Albury  apparently  they 
have  a  range  and  no  ammunition.  If  any- 
thing were  calculated  to  discourage  men 
from  attempting  to  qualify  themselves  to 
defend  their  country,  it  is  that  kind  of 
thing. 

Senator  Chataway. — In  many  countries 
if  war  were  to  break  out  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, they  would  impeach  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence. 

Senator  PE ARCE  .—This  report  im- 
peaches somebody.  Either  the  State  Com- 
mandants have  been  guilty  of  keeping  these 
things  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Minister, 
or  if  he  had  the  knowledge,  he  ought  to 
have  acted  thereon.  I  assume  that  he  had 
not  been  informed,  and  that  the  Comman- 
dants through  not  having  visited  these 
units  have  not  been  cognizant  of  the 
real  state  of  affairs.  Referring  to 
the  Australian  Garrison  Artillery,  the 
Inspector -General  points  out  that  on  the 
1st  December,  No.  1  Queensland  Com- 
pany (Brisbane),  required  twent^'-four  men  ; 
No.  3  Queensland  Company  (Torres  Strait), 
thirty-nine  men ;  No.  i  Western  Atistralia 
Company  (Albany),  nineteen  men ;  and  No. 

2  Western  Australia  Company  (Fremantle) 
twentv-three  men.  Surely  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  completing  the  number  at  Fre- 
mantle. I  venture  to  say  that  if  they  made 
an  appeal  they  could  get  three  times  that 
number  to  volunteer  for  the  Garrison  Artil- 
lery.   It  seems  to  me  quite  inexplicable 


that  aftenct  procuring  expensive  guns  to  de- 
fend these  vulnerable  pcHots  and  spending 
;^8o,ooo  on  fortificati(Mis  at  Fremantle,  the 
Department  should  leave  those  places  with 
a  few  score  of  men,  and  that  the  establish- 
ment for  which  the  money  is  voted  should 
be  twenty-three  men  short. 

Senatw  St.  Ledger. — I   believe  that 

there  are  400  officers  short. 

Senator  FEARCE.— There  are  over 
300  officers  short.  Dealing  with  the  In- 
fantry, the  Inspector-General  reports  cm 
page  10 — 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  an  early  date  the 
Infantry  will  be  provided  with  an  entrenching 
tool,  and  that  they  will  then  be  able  to  practise 
both  "Offensive"  ^d  "Defensive"  entrenching 
work. 

He  quotes  an  extract  regarding  the  use 
made  of  spades  in  the  Russo-Japanese 
campaign.  He  shows  that  they  were  re- 
garded as  being  just  as  necessary  as  rifles. 
1  presiune  that  in  the  event  of  war  the  De- 
fence Department  propose  to  make  a  raid 
on  the  warehouses  and  commandeer  spades. 
This  implement  is  essential  for  drilling 
purposes.  If  in  active  service  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  use  of  trenches,  surely  in  time 
of  peace  it  is  necessary  to  train  the  men 
in  the  making  of  them?  When  trouble 
comes  the  men  should  know  how  to  design 
and  make  trenches,  and,  indeed,  when  to 
make  them.  All  that  information  should 
be  acquired  in  time  of  peaoe.  Altibougb 
we  provide  a  man  with  a  rifle,  still  we  do 
not  teach  him  how  to  use  it,  and  save  his 
life.  Surely  it  is  just  as  essential  to  teadt 
the  modem  soldier  to  save  his  own  life  as 
to  take  the  life  of  an  enemy.  It  seems  to 
me  that  Major-General  Hoad  has  placed 
his  finger  on  a  weak  spot  in  our  equipment 
It  should  be  remembered  that  during  the 
war  he  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  the 
use  which  was  made  of  trenches,  and  to 
notice  the  service  that  they  rendered  to 
troops  on  either  side.  He  speaks  not  with- 
out knowledge  when  he  draws  attention  in 
very  strcmg  tenns  to  the  want  of  these  im- 
plements. On  ]xige  12  of  his  report  he  deals 
with  the  rifle  clubs  in  a  manner  which 
I  omsider  is  very  satisfactory.  He  shows 
tbat  during  1905-6  63  per  cent,  of  the 
strength  of  the  rifle  clubs  canpleted  the 
musketry  course.  That  is  very  satisfac- 
tory. As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  riflemen  than  of  the  militiamert 
completed  the  course,  and  by  so  doing  have 
justified  the  money  which  has  been  spent  in 
assisting  the  clubs.  In  Wo6-7_  6j  per 
cent,  of  the  total  nOiiiberbo{..e6Mtn^<£ifle- 
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men  completed  the  musketry  course.  What 
is  t^ie  case  with  the  artillery  is  apparently 
also  the  case  with  the  iikfantry.  On  page 
14  of  the  report  I  find  this  paragraph — 

In  some  cases  the  failure  to  carry  out  the 
musketry  course  was  owing  to  the  delay  in  pro- 
vidiag  ranges.  For  example,  during  my  inspec- 
tion m  Tasmania,  I  fouod  Uiat,  owiog  to  want 
of  a  suitable  range  at  Burnie,  "£'*  Company 
of  the  Tasmantan  Rangers  had  not  fired  a  mus- 
ketry course  either  for  the  past  year  or  for  the 
then  current  year.  Acting  on  my  suggestion, 
arrangements  were,  however,  made  for  the  Com- 
pany to  be  taken  by  rail  to  an  adjacent  town 
to  fire  the  musketry  course  for  the  then  current 
year,  and  I  recommended  that  steps  be  taken 
for  the  construction  of  a  range  without  dela]^. 
The  range,  however,  I  am  informed,  has  not 
yet  been  constructed,  and  the  Compaiiy  has  still 
to  travel  a  number  of  miles  to  and  from  mus- 
ketry  practice,  involving  great  waste  of  time 
and- expense,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  local 
range.  This  must  be  most  discouraging  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Company,  and  detri- 
mental to  their  efficiency.  Other  cases  might  be 
quoted. 

What  is  the  use  of  our  buying  rifles  for 
the  men?  If  the  Government  are  not  pre- 
pared to  provide  rifle  ranges  why  do  they 
not  di^}and  the  corps?  It  is  a  mere  waste 
of  money  to  provide  the  men  with  rifles 
and  to  pay  instructors  to  drill  the  men  and 
officers  to  inspect  them  whan  the^  have  no 
.  rifle  ranges  cfo.  which  to  practice.  No 
doubt  honorable  senators  will  give  some  at- 
tenti<Ni  to  the  question  of  officers'  uni- 
forms. If  they  will  glance  at  pages  15 
and  16  of  this  report  they  will  realize  what 
a  tremendous  lot  of  trapping  officers  are 
allowed  or  compelled  to  buy,  and  how  it 
must  prevait  poor  men  from  beccsning  offi- 
cers. I  am  glad  to  notice  that  on  pages 
19  and  20  Major-General  Hoad  deals  with 
the  recdrtimendation  to  abandon  Albany  as 
a  fortified  point.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  Imperial  Defence  Committee  re- 
commended that  Albany  and  another  ^xxtA 
should  be  abandoned.  On  that  subject 
Major-General  Hoad  writes — 

With  regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Imperial 
Defence  Committee  respecting  the  Coastal  De- 
fences of  the  Commonwealth,  without  going 
fully  into  the  subject,  I  do  not  agree  that  King 
Oeorge's  Sound  should  be  left  without  any  de- 
fence. Admitting  that  Fremantle  is  the  more 
important  mercantile  strategic  harbor  and  should 
be  fortified,  and  also  that  "the  balance  of  ad- 
vantage has  completely  turned  in  favour  of  Fre- 
mantle," yet  ships  might  often  require  a  harbor 
of  refuge  between  Fremantle  and  South  Aus> 
tralia.  The  distance  between  Fort  Lincoln  and 
Fremantle  is  about  1,400  miles.  Inter-State 
trade  is  considerable. 

Again,  if  King  George's  Sound  be  left  un- 
fortified, obviously  it  would  provide  a  con- 
venient harbor  for  cruisers  of  the  enemy. 


I  make  no  apology  for  occupying 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  direct- 
ing attention  to  what  I  cmisider  to 
be  the  main  points  of  a  very  valu- 
able report,  for  which  I  think  we  are 
indebted  to  Major-General  Hoad,  and  to 
which  the  Government  should  give  very 
serious  attention.  Whilst  it  is  right  that 
we  should  plan  schemes  for  'the  future,  we 
know  that  we  must  be  prepared  for  the 
present,  and  Major-General  Hoad  has  put 
his  finger  on  a  number  of  eaisting  defects 
which  could  be  remedied  without  any  al- 
teration of  existing  legislation,  and  might 
be  dealt  with  as  matters  of  administra- 
titm,  with  which  the  Government  are 
charged.  In  my  opinicMi,  the  GoTCrnment 
will  not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  do  not 
take  steps  to  remedy  these  defedts,  which 
the  Inspector-General  of  the  Forces,  in 
the  performance  of  his  duty,  has  brought 
under  their  notice  in  his  very  valuable  le- 
pc^. 

Senator  NEEDHAM  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [3.47]. — I  wish  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  defence  questions  before  the 
Minister  replies  to  the  3ebale.  After  a 
cursory  glance  st  his  report,  it  seems  to 
me  that  Major-General  Hoad  has  placed 
his  finger  upon  many  weak  spots  in  the  ad- 
ministralicHi  of  the  Defence  Force.  I 
shall  not  refer  to  them  at  lo^fh,  seeing 
that  Senator  Pearce  has  to  some  extent 
gone  into  the  master.  I  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  the  question,  of  annual  camps, 
to  which  I  referred  briefly  a  few  evenings 
ago.  At  page  8  of  his  report,  MajOT- 
General  Hoad  s^ys — 

The  training  now  provided  for  is  altogether 
inadequate.  I  recommend  that  the  number  of 
days  be  extended  from  i6  to  25  annually  (i.e., 
the  number  now  provided  for  Submarine  Miners), 
and  that  not  less  than  14  of  these  days  be  de- 
voted to  camps  or  continuous  training.  The 
money  saved  by  the  abolition  of  the  Mounted 
Instructional  Cadres  of  the  R.A.A.  would  go  a 
long  way  to  meet  this. 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  report  Major- 
General  Head  refers  to  the  difliculty  of 
securing  good  a'ttendances  at  the  annual 
camps.  I. am  personally  not  very  much 
surprised  at  this.  At  page  10  of  the  re- 
port he  says — 

The  necessity  for  some  steps  being  taken  to 
insure  a  better  attendance  of  volunteers  at  the 
annual  camps  of  training  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  that,  while  87  per  cent,  of  the  Militia  at- 
tended the  last  continuous  training — in  one  State 
for  eight  days — only  45  per  cent,  of  the  volun- 
teers attended,  though  ue  fdntinuousltzfiintng  in* 
their  case  was  foBi^mi 'd'ayk'eajy^^L^ 
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In  my  opinion  another  weak  spot  in  the 
propcsed  defence  scheme  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  the  period  of  the  annual 
camps  proposed  is  too  short,  and  that  pro- 
vision is  not  to  be  made  for  allowances  'to 
working  men  anxious  to  bear  their  part  as 
citizm  defenders  of  the  Commonwealth.  A 
week  or  two  ago,  it  was  stated  in  the 
metropolitan  press  of  Victoria  that  sev- 
eral men  were  unable  to  attend  Hhe  pro- 
posed extended  Easter  camp  in  this  State 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  wages,  which 
their  attendance  would  involve.  If  that 
be  the  case  under  existing  conditions,  how 
much  greater  will  the  difficulty  become 
when  the  proposed  sch«ne  of  the  Federal 
Government  ',s  brought  into  practical  op- 
eration? If  we  are  to  have  an  effective 
Citizen  Defence  Force,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, in  my  opinicm,  to  have  annual  training 
camps  of  six  weeks  on  the  plan  adopted  in 
Switzerland.  It  has  been  stated  on 
all  sides  that  the  scheme  of  defence  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  will  not  interfere 
with  the  wheels  of  industry.  I  do  not 
think  it  will,  and  certainly  it  ought  not  to 
do  so.  Men  who  attend  camps  of  train- 
ing should  return  to  their  work  recuperated^ 
and  better  citizens  morally,  physically,  and 
in  every  other  way.  But  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  men  will  leave  their  families 
and  incur  a  considerable  loss  in  wages  by 
attending  extended  camps,  and  it  would  be 
wrong  to  ask  them  to  do  so.  I  hope  that 
the  Minister  will  be  able  to  explain  that 
the  Government  will  recognise  this  when 
making  arrangements  for  the  holding  of 
camps  of  training.  On  the  question  of 
military  uniforms,  I  should  like  to  say  that 
if  in  his  report  Major-General  Hoad  had 
done  nothing  else  but  point  out  the  utter 
uselessness  of  military  unifcvms  he  would 
have  deserved  the  best  thanks  of  the  Par- 
liament and  people  of  Australia.  A  uni- 
form never  yet  won  a  battle.  What  is 
wanted  to  win  battles  are  good  men  be- 
hind good  guns  and  rifles.  I  recognise 
that  men  in  time  of  war  might  not 
be  able  to  move  about  quickly  in  ordi- 
nary civilian  dress,  but  it  should  be  pos- 
sible to  provide  our  citizen  soldiers 
with  some  simple  and  inexpensive  re- 
gulation dress  and  to  do  away  entirely 
with  the  frill,  gold  lace,  and  other  nonsen- 
sical trappings  noticeable  in  the  armv  of 
Australia  to-day.  A  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  ago  I  asked  when  the  report  of  the 
two  naval  experts  who  have  visited  the  Old 
Country  to  inquire  into  naval  matters 
Senaiof  Needham, 


generally  and  torpedo  ccmstniction  in  par- 
ticular would  be  available.  The  an- 
swer gi\'en  me  was  that  the  Minister  of 
Defence  had  not  had  time  to  go  into  the 
report,  but  I  hope  that  before  very  Icmg 
we  shall  be  supplied  with  the  information 
which  the  experts  have  obtained,  and  that 
it  will  be  of  use  to  us  in  oxisidenng  the 
general  scheme  of  defra(%.  Major-Gene- 
ral Hoad  lays  particular  emphasis  on  the 
necessity  of  encouraging  rifle  clubs.  I  re- 
cognise that  they  form  a  very  valuable  ad- 
junct to  our  Defence  Forces,  and  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  in  nearly  all  the  States  every 
reasonable  encouragement  is  given  to  them. 
I  regret,  however,  to  say  that,  if  report  be 
true,  the  Commandant  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia has  for  some  time  past  been  at  log- 
gerheads with  the  rifle  clubs  of  that  State. 
In  the  last  report  of  the  Rifle  Association 
of  that  State,  a  paragraph  appeared  prac- 
tically censuring  him  for  his  neglect,  and 
for  the  contempt  with  which  he  has  treated 
the  rifle  clubs  of  the  State.  I  have  seen 
no  official  refutation  of  that  paragraph,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Minister 
whether  the  State  Commandant  of  Wes- 
tern Australia  is  guiltv  of  discouraging  the 
local  rifle  clubs  or  of  not  giving  them  the 
encouragement  which  they  should  certainly 
receive.  If  he  is  guilty  he  should  be  cen-  ' 
sured  bv  the  Minister  of  Defence  for  what 
is  certainly  reprehensible  omduct. 

Senator  Givens. — If  he  will  not  do  his 
duty  he  should  not  be  censured,  but  sacked. 

Senator  NEEDHAM.— I  should  not  at 
first  deal  so  drastically  with  him,  but  if 
after  censure  he  did  not  perform  his  duties 
more  satisfactory,  his  proper  place  would 
certainly  be  outside  the  Service.  I  should 
like  some  information  as  to  the  action 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  Officer  Com- 
manding No.  2  Battery  A.R.A.  at  Fre- 
mantle,  who  was  recently  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  discipline  in  placing  an  order  for  mili- 
tary clothing  with  firms  in  the  Old  Coun- 
try. The  reply  I  received  to  a  question 
I  put  in  connexion  with  this  matter  was 
that  the  action  of  this  officer  was  in  direct 
contravention  of  orders  from  his  staff  officer, 
and  that  he  was  being  called  upon  for  an 
explanation,  after  which  he  would  be  dealt 
with.  Some  days  have  elapsed  since  I 
received  that  answar,  and  I  should  like  now 
to  know  whether  the  Minister  has  been  able 
to  cancel  the  order  placed  in  London,  with 
a  view  to  transferring  it  to  an  Australian 
firm,  and  whether  the  <rfKcer  guilty  of  this 
breach  of  the  regulations 
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planatiOTi,  and,  if  so,  what  that  explana>- 
ti<Mi  is.  These  are  the  only  matters  to 
which  I  desire  at  this  stage  to  refer. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [3.56]. — Owing  to  the  great  stress 
of  business  upon  us  lately,  although  the  re- 
port of  Major-General  Hoad  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  a  few  days  ago,  I  have  been  able 
to  look  at  it  for  the  first  time  <xily  this  after- 
noon. There  are  one  or  two  points  in  it 
with  which  I  can  cordially  agree.  At  page 
4  of  his  report,  the  Inspector-General 
draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
in  use  in  the  Military  Forces  of  the  Cckd- 
monwealth  no  less  than  170  forms  and  re- 
turns. This  is  positively  appalling.  If 
honorable,  senators  wish  to  know  what  has 
driven  some  officers  out  of  the  Force,  it  is 
the  extraordinary  number  of  regulations 
that  were  invented,  not  bv  the  Military 
Board,  who  have  cut  down  the  number,  but 
by  MajcH'-General  Hufton  when  h«e.  I 
took  the  trouble  to  count  them  on  one  oc- 
casion, and  I  found  that  there  were  sOTie- 
thing  like  2,400  regulations.  To  deal  with 
a  simnle  question,  it  was  freauently  neces- 
sary for  an  officer  to  spend  hours  in  research 
to  be  sure  that  he  did  not  miss  some  hidden 
regulation  which  would  upset  the  correct- 
ness of  his  decision. 

Senator  GivENS.--Thev  should  be  codi- 
fied. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — I  have  never 
seen  anything  quite  so  elaborate.  There  is 
certainlv  nothing  so  elaborate  in  the  King's 
Regulatimis  for  the  Imperial  Army.  If 
the  Military  Board  will  cut  down  these  170 
forms  and  returns  to  one^fourth  of  the 
number,  they  will  perform  a  most  useful 
public  work.  I  strongly  agree  with  the  In- 
spector-General's recommendation  as  to  the 
desirabilitv  of  establishing  a  general  staff 
.involving  the  services  of  citizen  officers.  In 
one  part  of  his  report,  Major-General 
Hoad  talks  about  abolishing  ceremonial 
parades  as  far  as  practicab^.  With  the 
exceptitm  of  parades  on  special  occasions, 
I  know  of  only  one  ceremonial  parade  per 
annum,  and  that  is  held  in  connexion  with 
the  celebratiffli  of  the  Monarch's  birthdav. 
It  is  the  on\y  ceremonial  parade  known  in 
New  South  Wales,  and  it  makes  no  large 
demand  upon  military  time.  It  has  advan- 
tages from  a  training  stand-poirrt,  because 
the  men  are  under  an  obligation  t<9  hold 
themselves  more  in  ccHnmand,  and  to  be 
more  precise  in  their  movements,  than 
uptMi  ordinary  occasions,  and  in  tHat  re- 
snect  a  military 'ceremonial  parade  ha.s  a 
distinct  advantage  in  the  matter  of  dis- 


cipline and  training.  A  good  deal  has  been 
made  of  the  Inspector-General's  reference 
to  uniform.  Senator  Pearce  and  Senator 
Needham  have  referred  to  the  matter,  and 
I  must  say  that  I  regret  that,  having  a 
fairly  good  case  to  handle,  the  Inspector- 
General — and  I  say  this  with  all  kindly 
feeling  for  a  good  man  and  a  perscmal 
friend  —  iias  spoilt  it  largely  by  ex- 
aggeration. With  reference  to  the 
j£39  16s.  6d.  for  an  ofBoer's  unifram. 
Let  us  examine  it.  It  is  admitted  by  MajcH:< 
General  Hoad  that  the  large  item  ^^8  for 
mess  uniform  is  optional.  I  say,  without 
hesitation,  that  comparatively  few  officers 
in  my  own  regiment  own  a  mess  uniform. 
They  only  want  it  for  a  regimental  dinner, 
or  to  attend  a  public  function  or  for  swne 
social  event.  Mess  uniforms  are  not  in 
general  use  in  my  State.  As  to  dress 
boots,  they  are  an  unknown  quantity,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  for  mounted  (^Soers  who 
have  to  wear  box  spurs  at  times  j  and  then 
th^  do  not  get  their  dress  boots  for  £1, 
as  put  down  in  this  report.  A  great  coat 
is  put  down  at  £4.  10s.,  as  well  as  a  water- 
proof cape  at  j£2  5s.  It  would  be  ex- 
travagant to  have  both.  I  do  not  know 
about  the  cost  of  a  great  coat  under  the 
present  Tariff,  but  an  officer's  waterproof 
cape  lined  with  the  facings  of  my  regiment 
cost  me  30S. ,  made  to  measure.  How 
Major-General  Hoad  makes  the  cost  to  be 
j£2  5s.,  I  do  not  know;  but  certainly  an 
officer  does  not  need  both — a  great  coat 
and  a  waterproof  cape.  Frc^bly  the 
great  coat  would  be  more  serviceable. 
Major-General  Hoad  also  sets  down  j£4, 
the  cost  of  a  sword,  as  part  of  an 
officer's  uniform.  Why  is  an  crfficer  asked 
to  pay  for  his  sword  any  more  than 
that  "Tommy  "  should  be  asked  to  pay 
for  his  rifle  ?  Why  is  that  put  down 
as  a  charge  on  account  of  the  officer's 
uniform  ?  The  proper  thing  is  for  the 
Government  to  supply  the  sword.  Elimi- 
nate the  mess  unifcwm  j£S,  the  dress  boots 
j/:',if  and  the  waterproof  cape  j£2  5s., 
from  MajOT-General  Hoad's  list,  take  <^ 
also  j£4  for  the  sword ;  and  the  total  is 
reduced  by  £1$  5s.  That  brings  the 
amount  down  to  j£24  iis.  6d.  Probably 
even  that  is  too  much  for  an  officer  to  pay 
for  his  uniform.  But  let  me  say  that  many 
soldiers  like  a  bit  of  finery.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  it  is  due  to  the  happy  feminine 
influence.  Speaking  of  my  own  regiment, 
I  can  state  that  while  only  a  very  few 
officers  have  provided  th^uelves  with  mess 
uniforms,  there  Siifi^teG»atf^t^wgeants 


10382  Appropriation  [SENATE.] 


mi. 


who  have  not.  If  you  find  men  who  are 
under  no  kind  of  obligation  to  provide 
themselves  with  mess  uniforms,  taJcing  a 
pride  in  purchasing  them  and  wearing  them 
— the  sergeants  of  a  regiment  being  as  a 
rule  not  so  well  <^  in  the  world's  affairs 
as  are  the  officers — it  is  only  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  officers  are  afflicted  with  tbe 
same  harmless  instinct  fw  a  little  gay  at- 
tire. But  let  me  point  out  some  of  the 
other  charges  that  fall  upon  officers.  I 
do  not  see  how  we  are  going  to  get  away 
from  them.  An  officer  cannot  be  an  officer 
\Yithoiit  continually  putting  his  hand  in  his 
pocket.  He  has  to  pay  a  great  deal  more 
in  other  ways  than  he  pays  for  his  uniform. 
Men  who  are  out  of  work  come  to  tneir 
officers  for  a  little  assistance.  I  know 
that  I  never  went  into  camp  for  four  days 
without  its  costing  me  at  least  a  ;^io  note. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  all  the  other  officers 
had  to  pay  as  much,  because  the  Ccnnmand- 
ing  Officer  of  a  regiment  necessarily  has  to 
play  host  to  almost  every  visitor  to  the 
camp. 

Senator  Gitens. — ^To  every  swell  visitor 
to  the  camp. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — There  are  not 
many  swells  who  come  into  camp  when  you 
are  away  in  the  bush  and  are  fed  at  a  cost 
of  IS.  per  day;  because  that  is  all  that 
the  Commonwealth  spends  on  its  citizen 
soldiers.  Whether  a  person  be  a  drummer 
boy  ot  the  Colonel  in  command  of  a  regi- 
ment, IS.  a  day  is  all  that  is  provided  for 
him. 

Senator  de  Lasgie.— The  guests  do  not 
get  much. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — One  does  not 
go  to  camp  for  feeding  but  for  work ;  and 
It  is  astonishing  how  everything  else  fades 
away  before  the  interest  of  the  work.  A 
man  in  camp  does  not  want  to  see  the 
morning  newspapers,  or  care  what  the  Fe- 
deral Parliament  is  doing.  He  is  up  to 
his  neck  in  the  joy  of  the  work,  and  it  is 
astonishing  how  it  occupies  all  his  time 
and  thought.  Let  me  point  out,  too,  that 
if  a  man  is  a  militia  officer,  and  gets  so 
much  a  day,  and  such-and-such  little  al- 
lowances, amounting  to  a  few  pounds  per 
annum,  and  if  his  duty  requires  that  he 
should  have  a  horse,  he  is  paid  for  it. 
But  if  hp  is  a  volunteer  officer,  and  gets 
ncfthing  r.t  all  nil  the  year  round,  and  his 
duties  require  a  horse,  he  has  to  provide 
it  himself.  If  .i  volimteer  t^ficer  does 
not  own  a  horse,  but  has  to  charter  one 
'  for  the  work,  and  anvfhin'g  happens  to 
a  jhired  animal,  the  Commonwealth,  by 


its  regulations,  carefullv  provides  that  the 
officer  shall  not  be  compensated.  There- 
fore, the  officer  hiring  the  animal  has  to 
pay  for  any  damage  (hat  is  done.  Now, 
that  is  a  rotten  thing  for  anv  Govemmait 
io  do.  I  used  to  get  over  the  difficulty] 
in  this  way :  I  had  no  use  for  a  horse  ex- 
cept for  military  purposes,  and  I  did  not 
keep  me  of  my  own.  I  chartered  a 
hmse  when  I  wanted  one,  and  I  had  an 
arrangement  with  the  owner  that  I  should 
have  the  same  horse  every  time.  He  wab^ 
a  good  military  animal,  and  suifed  very 
well.  I  got  over  the  difficulW  about  the 
Government  not  being  responsible  if  any 
injury  occurred  to  the  horse,  by  buying 
him  before  every  camp,  subject  to  a  written 
agreement  that  the  owner  should  take  him 
back  again  after  the  camp  if  he  did  not 
suit  me.  The  result  of  that  was 
that  if  anything  had  happened  to  the  horse 
I  should  have  been  pcid,  and  should  con- 
sequently have  been  able  to  pay  the  man 
who  had  been  the  owner,  but  who  w(isf 
not  the  actual  owner  while  I  was  in  camp. 
I  merely  ownf?d  him  for  that  little  part  of 
the  year.  That  is  the  way  in  which  I  got 
over  the  difficulty,  but  I  sm  afraid  that 
every  officer  is  not  sharp  enough  to  so  pro- 
tect himself.  I  did  not  do  it  for  any  per- 
sMial  advantage,  but  my  duties  required  me 
to  use  a  horse,  and  I  had  to  use  him  in  the 
dark  as  well  as  in  daylight,  when  there  was 
a  risk  of  his  breaking  his  leg  and  break- 
ing my  own  neck  at  the  same  time.  I 
argued,  '*  Whv  should  I  have  to  pay  for 
this  horse  if  he  meets  with  an  accident 
while  I  am  engaged  an  the  Commonwealth 
service?"  I  mentioned  some  time  ago 
thsrt,  when  an  officer  attends  a  schooF  of 
instruction,  until  recently  he  was  allowed 
5s.  a  day  for  his  meals  and  a  tent  to  sleep 
in  ar  the  barracks  where  the  school  of  in- 
struction was  held.  But  owing  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  Cwnmonwea  1th  poveifty — be- 
cause that  alone  could  justify  such  an  ac- 
tion on  ihe  part  of  the  Government — this 
allowance  has  been  cut  down  to  as.  per 
day.  Now,  therefore,  an  t^cer  attend- 
ing a  school  of  instruction  is  allowed  Sd. 
per  meal — 2S.  per  day  for  three  meals — 
while  he  is  training,  and  is  not  in  re- 
ci-ipt  of  one  pennyworth  of  pay.  I  men- 
tioned some  time  ago  that,  at  a  recent 
w'hool.of  instruction  in  Sydney,  officers  of 
rifle  clubs  who  had  come  from  the  country 
to  olitain  the  advantage  of  military  train* 
ing  to  enable  them  to  work  their  clubs 
under  the  new  system,  hadiK«,.£^Lworse- 
treated.     I  poirf^^'^j  ^^9l^^&bers 
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of  rifle  clubs  require  to  do  a  bit  of 
drill  if  they  are  to  be  of  any  use  as  part 

of  our  Military  Forces.  The  drill  teaches 
them  to  be  accustcmed  to  obey  orders,  to 
be  steady  under  fire,  and  so  on.  These 
are  most  necessary  things,  because  there  is 
nothing  worse  for  an  aimy  than  to  be 
seized  with  panic,  and  not  to  be  under  per- 
fect control.  It  may  be  remembered  that 
the  British  heavy  cavalry  at  Waterioo 
lo^c  their  heads  in  a  charge,  and  did  more 
mischief  to  their  own  side  than  they 
would  have  done  by  runnii^  away.  You 
have  to  provide  not  cmly  against  cow- 
ardice ;  \ou  must  provide  cgainst  undue 
enthusiasm.  It  is  positively  necessary  for 
men  to  act  under  word  of  command. 
Now  the  officers  of  these  rifle  clubs,  that 
are  supposed  to  be  so  much  under  the 
care  of  the  Government,  when  they  came 
to  Svdney  'o.  attend  a  school  of  instruc- 
tion^  were  not  even  allowed  the  miserable 
2s.  a  day  which  is  allowed  to  other  oflScers. 
They  had  to  buy  their  own  meals.  Such 
conduct  is  enough  to  disgust  men. 
As  to  the  shortage  of  officers,  \o 
which  Senator  Pearce  has  called 
-attention,  there  is  nothing  new  in  it. 
There  was  quite  as  large  a  shortage  while 
Major-General  Hutton  was  in  command. 
Many  of  the  (rfhcers  disappeared  under  his 
baneful  method  of  messing  things.  There 
were  25  per  cent,  of  officers  of  the  Defence 
Forces  short  when  Major-General  Hutton 
went  away.  The  shortage  is  not  due  to  the 
Military  Board  or  to  Major-General  Hoad, 
or  to  the  Minister  of  Defence.  It  is  due  to 
the  gentleman  who  was  recently  oxnpul- 
sorily  retired  frtmi  the  British  Army,  Major- 
General  Hutton.  I  think  that  we  ought  to 
apportion  the  blame  properly.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  present  system  is  perfect.  It  is 
far  from  perfect.  But  it  is  getting  better. 
A  great  many  of  the  mischiefs  wrought 
under  Major-General  Hutton  are  being  cor- 
rected. I  have  mentioned  some  of  them 
previously,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into 
de'.ails  again.  There  is  a  material  improve- 
ment, but  there  is  still  a  lot  more  to  do,  and 
a  great  deal  of  work  will  be  required.  It 
has  to  be  remembered  that  our  Forces  are 
more  widely  scattered  than  are  any  other 
Military  Forces  in  the  world.  I  suppose 
that  it  is  really  a  fact  that  there  is  no 
country  where  the  Forces  are  so  much  dis- 
persed and  so  far  away  from  superior  con- 
trol as  they  are  in  Australia.  We  have 
little  knots,'  half  companies  of,  say,  thirty 
men  in  one  hamlet,  and  then,  perhaps,  you 
will  not  find  another  member  of  the  Defence 


Foroe  within  100  miles.  The  training  of 
these  little  knots  of  men  is  very  expensive, 
and  also  very  difficult.  It  takes  a  great 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  sergeants 
who  are  employed  for  instructicmal  pur- 
poses to  train  these  little  bands.  Take 
Broken  Hill.  There  is,  I  believe  a  rifle 
club  there.  1  do  not  know  whether  Broken 
Hill  is  still  worked  from  Sydney,  but  I 
believe  that  it  is.  It  certainly  was  part  of 
the  New  South  Wales  State  ccxnmand.  A 
sergeant  has  to  be  sent  all  the  way  from 
Sydney  to  Broken  Hill,  travelling,  mercy 
knows  how  many  hundreds  of  miles.  I  sup- 
pose that  the  journey  there  and  b»:k  is  over 
2,800  miles.  The  expenditure  involved  is 
considerable. 

Senator  Givens. — I  should  think  it 
would  cost  about  the  same  to  keep  a  ser- 
geant there  all  the  year  round. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  do  not 
think  that,  but  I  Instance  Broken  Hill 
as  cHie  of  the  cases  which  enable  us 
to  see  the  expense  that  is  necessarily 
involved  and  the  diflficulties  that  sur- 
round the  administration  <A  the  De- 
fence Forces  in  a  country  like  ours.  I 
believe,  however,  that  matters  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  better  understand 
the  needs  of  the  Forces,  and  that  the  ma- 
jority, if  not  all,  of  the  military  officers 
now  in  high  places  in  Australia  have  been 
officers  of  regiments  for  some  length  of 
time  and  know  what  regimental  feeling,  is. 
One  of  the  unfortunate  features  of  our  first 
Commandant,  Major-General  Hutton,  was 
that  he  had  left  regimental  service  as  quite 
a  junior  officer,  had  spent  his  whole  life  on 
the  staff,  and  so  knew  nothing  of  the  feel- 
ings and  instincts  that  appertain  to  a  regi- 
ment, or  of  the  conditions  that  regimental 
officers  have  to  encounter.  I  think  that 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  his  failure  as  an 
administrative  officer.  His  courage  in  the 
field  was,  I  believe,  absolutely  imdoubted. 
But  because  a  man  is  as  plucky  as  pos- 
sible, it  does  not  follow  that  he  is  a  good 
hand  at  dealing  with  administrative  affairs. 
I  rose  chiefly  to  offer  a  few  explanatory  re- 
marks upon  the  subject  of  uniforms,  and 
have  been  led  into  speaking  at  greater 
length  than  I  intended. 

Senator  GIVEXS  (Queensland)  [4.17]. 
— Our  Defence  Force  at  present  seems  to 
be  in  a  state  of  transition.  While  we  are 
adhering  to  the  old  r&gime  and  old  methods 
of  doing  things,  the  Government  have  in 
their  minds  a  very  much  larger  and  more 
complicated  scheme  which  we  shalT  probably 
be  shortly  asked,  to  consider.   .  In  those 
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circumstances,  there  is  very  little  advan- 
tage in  criticising  present  methods,  adminis- 
trative or  anything  else,  because  they  may 
possibly  be  superseded  in  the  near  future  by 
the  inauguration  of  some  entirely  new  sya- 
tem.  It  will  be  renMsobered  that  sosae 
two  years  ago  I  called  the  attration  of  the 
then  Minister  of  Defence,  who  had  a  seat 
in  thi&  chamber,  to  a  ^ross  anomaly  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Instructional  Staff,  I 
submitted  to  him  and  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  Senate  a  classified  statement  showing 
that  officers  on  the  Instructional  StafT  in 
Queensland  were  paid  at  very  much  lower 
rates  than  were  similar  officers  with  exactly 
the  same  classification  and  performing 
exactly  similar  duties  in  other  States. 
The  Minister  at  that  time,  and  I  believe 
also  the  beads  of  the  Department,  promised 
that  the  matter  should  be  inquired  into  and 
rectified  as  far  as  possible.  Can  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  state 
what  has  been  done  in  that  direction? 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [4.19]. — I 
am  glad  to  inform  Senator  Givens  that  the 
anomaly  in  regard  to  the  rates  of  pay  of 
the  Instructional  StafT  in  Queensland  has 
received  consideration  and  been  rectified. 
Those  on  the  Instructional  Staff  are  now  re- 
ceiving what  is  known  as  the  uniform  Fede- 
ral pay,  ex(»pt  that  in  some  cases  officers 
who  were  transferred  at  higher  salaries  have 
still  retained  them,  as  they  were  secured  to 
them  by  their  rights  as  transferred  officers. 
To  the  best  of  my  information,  the  reports 
of  the  two  naval  experts  who  recently 
visited  the  Old  Country,  about  which  Sena- 
tor Needham  inquired,  have  not  yet  been 
received.  I  am  sure  that  the  Minister  of 
Defence  will  make  them  available  at  the 
earliest  opportunity  as  soon  as  they  come  to 
hand.  Senator  Needham  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  State  Commandant  of 
Western  Australia  had  some  degree  of  an- 
tipathy towards  the  rifle  clubs  of  that  State. 
I  am  assured  that  that  is  hardly  correct. 
It  may  be  true  that  he  has  fallen  foul  of 
one  or  two  of  the  clubs  or  of  some  indi- 
viduals connected  with  them,  but  I  am  as- 
sured that  he  has  the  most  sympathetic 
feeling  towards  the  rifle  clubs,  and  has 
a  very  strong  and  sterling  interest  in 
encouraging  them.  The  honorable  senator 
may  rely  upon  it  that  that  is  the  attitude 
which  that  officer  is  taking.  The  honor- 
able senator  also  brought  under  notice  an 
order  for  uniforms  given  by  the  c^cer  in 
command  of  No.  2  Battery  in  Western 
Australia.     So  soon  as  the  action  of  that 


officer  became  known,  the  Department 
cabled  to  the  people  with  whom  the  con- 
tract had  been  entered  into  with  a  view,  if 
possible,  to  stop  the  shipment,  but  it  was 
discx)vered  that  shipment  of  the  goods  had 
actually  taken  place,  so  that  we  were  too 
late  to  countermand  the  order.  The  <^cer 
has  been  asked  for  an  explanation,  but  it 
has  not  yet  oxne  to  hand.  Senator  Pearce 
made  lengthy  reference  to  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Inspector-General  upon  the 
Military  Forces.  Many  matters  drawn 
attention  to  by  that  officer  cannot  be 
ignored  by  the  Minister  or  by  the  Military 
Board,  and  his  valuable  report  will  no 
doubt  receive  the  most  careful  consideration 
of  both.  I  intend  to  bring  the  honorable 
senator's  representations  and  those  of  other 
speakers  under  my  colleague's  notice.  I 
was  able,  by  interjectim,  to  assure  the  hon- 
orable senator  that  the  establishment  of  men 
at  Thursday  Island  was  again  complete. 
He  seemed  to  labour  under  the  impression 
that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  securing  any 
rfumber  of  recruits  in  Western  Australia, 
but  the  experience  unfortunately  is  that 
there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  securing 
recruits  in  that  State,  so  much  so  that  offi- 
cers and  men  have  actually  to  be  trained 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  and 
transferred  there.  Fears  were  expressed 
by  the  honorable  senator  as  to  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  fortifications  of  the  ports  of 
Albany  and  Townsville.  I  have  received 
assurances  from  the  D^artment  that  there 
is  no  immediate  intention  of  doing  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland)  [4.29]. 
— I  understand  that  a  short  time  ago  a 
number  of  militiamen  on  their  way  to 
Thursday  Island  behaved,  when  passing 
through  Brisbane,  in  a  most  riotous  man- 
ner, insulting  a  number  of  citizens  and 
generally  painting  the  town  red.  Will  the 
Minister  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  t 
their  conduct  and  cause  to  be  conveyed  to 
them  an  intimation  that  when  travelling 
they  ought  to  beha^'c  themselves  like  decent 
citizens  and  not  as  savages,  as  would  ap- 
pear to  be  the  case  if  the  reports  are  true? 

Senator  Findlev. — If  they  behaved  in  a 
way  stated  in  the  newspapers  they  ought 
not  to  be  let  off  in  that  mild  way. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  am  not  asking 
for  their  punishment,  but  wish  simply  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  occurrence. 


Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [4.30]. — I 
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brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment, but  if  the  hon(»-able  s«iator  can  tell 
me  the  date  when  it  appeared  in  the  news- 
paper, inquiry  will  be  made. 
'  Senatcn-  Stewart. — I  shall  supply  the 
date. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4.31].— Now  that  we  have  reached 
the  Estimates  for  the  New  South  Wales 
Military  Forces,  I  desire  to  call  al- 
tenticm  to  the  itaa  of  ^£275  <m  page  q8 
for  a  lieutenant  and  quartermaster  under 
the  head  of  Permanent  Army  Service  Corps. 
It  will  be  remembo^d  that  last  night  I  ac- 
quainted the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  with 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  item.  The 
<^cer  in  question  is  not,  and  has  not  been 
for  mariy  months,  a.  lieutenant! ;  he  is  a  cap- 
tain. It  will  perhaps  be  said  that  he  is 
an  honorary  captain,  but  as  a  matter  of 
fact  he  was  never  anything  more  than  an 
honorary  officer,  as  is  customary  with 
quartermasters.  The  rank  is  usually  hon- 
orary. Indeed,  I  doubt  if  in  the  fully- 
paid  permanent  services  there  is  'a  single 
case  where  the  quartermaster  is  other  than 
an  honorary  officer — that  is,  in  the  military 
sense.  According  to  the  Financial  and  Al- 
lowance Regulations,  even  a  lieutenant  is 
entitled  to  a  salary  up  to  ^^350  a  year, 
while  a  captain  starts  at  £100  a  year  more 
than  this  officer  is  getting.  He  is  a  cap- 
tain to  all  intents  and  purposes ;  his  name 
is  included  as  one  In  the  Military  Forces 
List,  and  he  discharges  the  duties  of  cap- 
tain. He  has  the  rank  of  captain  posi- 
tively. But  it  appears  that  he  is  re- 
ceiving ;£z75  a  year,  and  that  from 
the  ist  July  next  he  is  to  receive  under 
this  measure  an  increase  of  £2^,  bringi- 
ing  his  emoluments  up  to  jQ^oo.  I  ab- 
solutely object  to  the  officer  being  paid 
at  a  lesser  rate  than  the  Financial  and  Al- 
lowance Regulati(»i5  provide.  These  regu- 
latimis  were  issued  by  the  Governor*Gene- 
ral  in  Council,  and  dierefore  are  part  and 
parcel  of  the  Defwice  Act.  The  Govern- 
ment have  no  more  right  to  break  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  in  one  direction  than 
I  have  in  another.  If  I  were  to  break  the 
laws  of  the  CtMnmonwealth  I  should  be 
sent  to  gaol,  but  unhappily  the  Ministry 
can  break  them  with  impunity.  I  have 
been  informed  officially  tnat  honorary  rank 
does  not  count  for  pay.  At  that  rate  the 
Department  should  not  pay  any  honorary 
officer,  and  it  was  wrong  to  pay  this  c^cer 
a  salary  as  an  honorary  lieutenant.  There 
are  any  number  of  honmary  lieutenants, 
if  not  boncK-ary  captains,  receiving  pay. 


According  to  this  statement,  if  honorary 
rank  does  not  count  for  pay  they  ought 
not  to  be  paid.  This  officer,  before'  he  was 
made  a  captain,  vas  paid  as  an  honoraty 
lieutenant.  Honorary  lieutenancy  counts 
for  pay,  but  according  to  informaticm 
cially  given  to  me  by  the  Department,  hon- 
orary captain's  rank  does  not  count  for 
pay.  What  absurdity,  what  waste  of 
time,  what  futility  to  talk  or  write  such 
n(Hisense  I  Almost  every  quartermaster  in 
the  service  holds  his  rank  as  honorary  rank. 
Another  thing  I  was  told  in  correspondence 
was  that  the  Financial  and  Allowance  Re- 
gulations do  not  apply  to  the  Army  Ser- 
vice Corps.  What  intolerable  nonsense! 
Here  are  the  pay  regulations,  and  there  is 
not  a  word  to  imply  that  ttey  affect  any 
one  but  crfficers  permanently  employed. 
There  is  not  one  letter  to  indicate  that  one 
arm  of  the  service  is  to  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  another,  and  I  object  to  the 
Minister  breaking  the  law  of  the  Common- 
wealth. I  beg  that  this  matter  may  be  put 
straight.  The  Minister  of  Home  Aifairs 
ga\e  me  his  assurance,  which  is  chronicled 
in  Hansard,  that  he  would  use  his  personal 
influence  with  the  Minister  of  Defence  to 
see  that  the  legal  obligations  as  to  this 
(rfScer's  salary  were  complied  with,  I  ask 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  indorse  that  pnxnise.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  a  request  at  the  pre- 
set stage,  and  therefore  I  do  not  intend 
to  move  one;  but  I  do  ask  that  some 
more  consideration  may  be  given  to  this 
matter.  In  the  Appropriation  Bill,  as 
well  as  in  the  Estimates,  the  Dtpart- 
ment  misdescribed  the  officer  to  excuse  a 
wrongful  rate  of  pay.  Why  is  he  called 
a  lieutenant  in  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
when  he  was  appointed  a  cjptain  on  the 
5th  October  last? 

Senator  Turley. — The  Estimates  were 
drafted  before  that  date. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Perhaps  that 
is  the  explanation.  But  that  does  not  ex- 
plain away  the  fact  that  this  officer  has 
been  entitled  to  a  captain's  pay  under  the 
regulations  for  about  six  months,  while,  ac- 
cording to  the  Estimates,  he  is  not  to  re- 
ceive the  pay  of  even  a  lieutenant.  That 
is  my  whole  grievance.  I  hope  that  my 
honorable  friend  will  use  his  very  large  in- 
fluence to  see  that  this  officer's  legal  rights 
are  consen-ed  to  him.  I  ask  for  no  more. 
I  am  not  bringing  forward  the  case  of  a 
man  who  has  a  grievance  because  he  think-^ 
that  he  has  not  been  treated  rightly  by  his 
commanding  cffj^^^^,  ^  ©09^^ing  the 
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matter  as  a  military  grievance.  In  fact,  I 
do  not  care  whether  it  is  a  military  or  civil 
grievance,  although  it  is  not  very  civil  to 
pay  a  man  less  than  what  the  law.  says  he 
is  entitled  to  receive.  I  am  mly  asking 
for  an  observance  of  the  law  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [4.42]. — I  shall 
have  very  great  pleasure  in  bringing  the  re- 
marks of  my  iKKiorable  friend  linder  the 
notice  of  my  colleague.  The  explanation 
I  have  received  is  that  Captain  Lyons  was 
a  warrant  (^icer  of  the  Australian  Army 
Service  Cori»,  at  a  consolidated  salary  of 
;^Z75  per  annum. 

Senator  CoIotcI  Neild. — ^That  is  all  he 
is  getting  now. 

Senator  BEST. — In  ccvisideratiixi  of  his 
length  of  service  he  was  granted,  on  the 
ist  July,  1904,  the  rank  of  honorary  lieu- 
tenant, and  on  the  sth  October,  1907,  that 
of  honorary  captain,  such  honorary  rank, 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  ser- 
vice, not  carrving  extra  pay.  That  is  in 
terms  of  No.  55  of  the  FinaiKial  and 
Allowance  Regulations  for  the  Military 
Forces — 

Officers  holding  temporary  brevet  or  honorary 
raok  shall  receive  the  rates  of  pay  and  allow- 
•nee  &xcd  for  their  substantive  ruik. 

SenatOT  Colonel  Neild. — Why  do  they 
not  get  it? 

Senator  BEST.— That  is  exactly  what 
he  is  getting,  and  there  is  no  provisi<xi  for 
a  payment  in  connexicxi  with  honorary 
rank.  On  tlus  year's  Additional  Estimates 
there  is  provided  an  increment  of  £25, 
which  will  bring  this  (^Seer's  pay  up  to  ^300 
per  annum  from  the  ist  July  last.  The 
Miljtary  Commandant  was  asked  to  state  if 
honorary  Captain  Lyons  had  been  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  Deputy  Assistant  Quarter- 
master-General, and  in  reply  he  said — 

Captain  Lyons  is  not  discharging  the  duties 
of  D.A.Q.M.G.  (New  South  Wales).  He  tem- 
poraitly  performed  the  duties  for  two  short 
periods  in  1906,  during  the  absence  of  Major 
luscombe,  the  then  D.A.Q.M.G.  (New  South 
Wales),  on  dutv  in  Melbourne ;  -and  again  from 
1st  August,  1906,  to  and  January,  1907,  namely, 
from  the  departure  of  Major  Luscombe  for 
Ivngland  to  the  date  of  Major  Mainwaring, 
who  came  to  this  command  on  e.\change  duty 
with  the  former  officer,  taking  up  the  appoint- 
ment. 

On  Major  Mainwaring's  departure  from  New 
South  Wales  in  June,  1907,  the  duties  of 
D.A.Q.M.G.  were  taken  over  by  Major  Wallace 
Brown,  who  has  continued  to  perform  them  ever 
since,  except  whilst  on  his  annual  leave,  when 
^^^.-Col.  Lee  acted  for  him. 


That  is  the  explanati(Hi  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  matter,  and,  so  far  as  I  have 
an  opportunity  of  judging,  the  auttxmtief 
are  acting  strictly  in  tM  terms  of  the  Uw, 
and  could  not  do  otherwise. 

Senator  Colonel  Neild. — The  duties  of 
Deputy  Assistant  Quartermaster-General 
are  not  involved.  I  mentioned  them  in  a 
commimication  to  the  Minister,  but  I  have 
not  broached  that  subject  here. 

Senator  BEST.— Quite  sa  It  has  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  in  ccHisidering  this  matter, 
that  the  Estimate  were  prepued  over  nine 
months  ago.  However,  I  shall  Iwing  the 
representati<ms  of  my  hcuiorable  friend 
under  the  notioe  of  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence. In  the  meantime,  I  have  given  the 
Committee  the  departmental  explanation  of 
the  case. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [4.47]. — Dealing  first  with  the  last 
part  of  the  Minister's  statement,  I  have  to 
say  that  I  said  nothing  to-day  or  at  any 
other  time  about  the  discharge  of  duties, 
but  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Minister  has 
mentioned  the  matter,  because  he  has  given 
the  whole  show  away.  He  has  made  it 
plain  that  this  c^cer,  who  is  getting  the 
pay  of  a  ncwi-commissioned  cAcer,  not  only 
after  but .  also  before  he  received  his  com- 
mission, was  doing  the  work  discharged  by 
majors  and  lieutenant-coltMiels. 

Senator  Best. — For  two  short  periods. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — It  does  not 
matter  whethw  the  periods  were  long  or 
short,  the  point  is  that  the  capacity  of  the 
man  for  the  performance  of  these  high 
services  has  been  shown.  A  Deputy  As- 
sistant Quartermaster-Goieral  fills  a  very 
important  crffice.  He  has  to  deal  with 
munitions  of  war,  clothing,  money,  and  a 
score  of  other  matters.  The  position  is 
held  by  majors,  lieutenant-col(mels,  and 
often  by  full  colonels.  Pricw  to  Federa- 
tion, the  position  was  held  in  New  South 
Wales  by  a  full  colcmel.  The  honorable 
gentleman  has  read  a  statement  on  behalf 
of  the  Department  to  the  effect  that  hon- 
orary and  brevet  rank  do  not  count  for  pay. 

Senator  Best. — Yes. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD. — Then  how  is 
it  that  this  officer  received  pay  as  an  hon- 
orary lieutenant?  If  he  cannot  be  paid 
as  an  hmorary  captain,  he  cannot  be 
paid  as  an  honorary  lieutenant.  The 
statement  that  honcH^uy  and  brevet 
rank  do  not  count  for  pay  is  trifling, 
and  is  not  a  fact.  I  invite  the  Minis- 
ter to  look  at  tfe(gjt,^lgi^o©g|em  in 
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the  schedule  for  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  and  Chief  Staff  Officer  in  New 
ScHith  Wales,  and  he  will  find  that  a 
major  and  brevet  lieutenant-colonel  is  paid 
a  salary  of  £650.  This  is  shown  at  page 
100  of  the  Appropriation  Bill.  The 
of&cer  holding  the  self-same  positiwi 
in  Victoria  is  a  major,  and  gets  a 
major's  pay,  £525,  the  pay  given  to  other 
majors  under  the  schedule.  This  will  be 
seen  at  page  123  of  the  Bill.  Here  we 
have  positive  evidence  of  the  Department 
giving  the  go-by  to  the  regulations  read  by 
the  Minister,  and  paying  ^^125  additional 
on  the  strength  of  a  brevet  rank.  Of  what 
use  is  a  regulation  which  is  broken  in  favour 
of  one  crffcer,  in  order  to  pay  him  ^^125 
iiKve  than  he  would  be  entitled  to  und^  it* 
and  is  enforced  with  more  than  harshness, 
and  in  my  view  illegally,  to  deprive  a  smaller 
man  of  that  which  the  law  allows  him?  It 
is  no  use  for  the  Department  to  allege 
that  they  are  keeping  the  law.  They  are 
breaking  it  in  these  two  instances  in  giv- 
ing one  man  ^^125  more  than  he  is  entitled 
to  on  the  strength  of  his  brevet  rank,  and 
depriving  another  man  of  at  least  ;^ioo  a 
year  because  of  his  honorary  rank.  I  beg 
that  the  Minister  will  not  think  that  I  am 
speaking  ill-temperedly.  I  am  speaking 
strongly  because  I  feel  strongly.  I  think 
that  the  smaller  man  who  has  risen  from  the 
ranks  is  better  entitled  to  any  help  that 
can  be  afforded  him  in  struggling  against 
what  I  regard  as  illegal  treatment  than  is 
the  other  chap  who  is  at  the  top  of  the 
tree,  and  is  given  a  great  deal  more  than 
he  is  entitled  to,  according  to  the  regula- 
tion which  the  Minister  has  just  read. 
The  Minister  said  little  in  connexion 
with  this  case,  and  I  know  that  he 
could  not  say  very  much.  I  was  not 
surprised  that  he  should  have  referred  to 
the  matter  with  a  considerable  leaning  to 
th-_»  view  I  took.  The  other  matter  to 
which  I  have  to  refer  is  based  upon  an  item 
which  appears  at  page  114  of  the  Bill,  viz., 
Cadets — sixteen  luttalions  of  cadets  apd 
twG  battalions  of  senior  cadets.  I  think 
that  there  are  about  400  lads  in  each  of 
these  battalions,  the  strength  of  these 
forces  being  given  the  other  day  as  over 
7,000.  I  find  that  pay  is  set  down  in  the 
schedule  for  a  captain,  at  £45°-  There  is 
no  such  officer  in  existence.  I  wish  to 
know  whetlwr  this  vote  is  sutKnitted  in 
order  that  a  captain  may  be  appointed. 
There  are  only  two  staff  (^Boers  attached  to 
these  cadets,  one  of  whom  is  a  lieuten- 
ant and  the  other  a  brevet -major, 
who  is  as  much  entitled  to  a  brevet- 


major's  pay  as  is  the  brevet -lieuten- 
Knt -colonel  to,  whom  I  have  just  re- 
ferred,  and  who  gets  ^^125  a  year  ii>  ex- 
cess of  a  major's  pay.  Clearly  7,000  boys 
cannot  be  very  well  handled  by  two  officers, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  provision  is 
made  for  the  appointment  of  a  third.  In 
view  of  this  provision,  I  wish  to  know  frc«ii 
the  Minister  whether  it  is  intended  to  make 
such  an  appointment. 

Senator  Best. — The  schedule  makes 
provision  for  the  paymwit  of  a  captain 
when  he  is  appointed. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— Is  it  in- 
tended to  make  the  appointment  ? 

Senator  Best. — I  cannot  say.  but  I 
should  judge  by  the  fact  that  the  vote  to 
which  the  honorable  senatcw  has  referred 
is  on  the  Estimates,  it  must  be  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Minister  to  appoint  a  captain. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD.— I  hope  that 
this  is  not  merely  a  departmental  bunch  of 
carrots  to  lure  some  poor  fellow  along  the 
track.  Dealing  with  the  case  of  Majoi 
Dove,  I  direct  the  attention  of  the  Minis 
ter  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  con 
iracting  outside  of  the  law  in  his  appoint 
ment.  The  law  provides  that  lieutenants 
shall  be  paid  from  £250  to  £350,  and 
captains  from  £375  to  £450.  This  officer 
is  a  full-fledged  captain.  I  suppose  that 
honorable  senators  saw  the  record  of  his 
ser\'ices :  twice  mentioned  in  despatches  and 
appointed  a  member  of  the  Distinguished 
Service  Order  for  gallantry  in  the  field.  He 
has  had  between  five  and  six  years'  service 
in  the  ranks,  both  horse  and  foot.  He 
rose  in  the  infantry  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice frcwn  private  to  sergeant-major^, 
and  in  the  horse  divisicn  from  pri- 
vate to  color-sergeant.  For  the_  last 
nine  years  he  has  been  a  ccmimis- 
sioned  officer,  rising  through  the  ranks 
of  the  Scottish  Regim«it,  and  is  now  per- 
manently employed  as  the  chief  profea 
sional  instructor  of  the  New  South  Wales 
radet  corps.  There  is  an  officer,  I  suppose 
I  must  call  him  a  militia:  colonel,  nomin- 
ally at  the  head,  but  he  does  the  worTc  of 
overseeing  rather  than  hard  graft.  Major 
Dove  is  the  senior  of  the  two  officers  to 
whom  is  intrusted  the  training  of  over 
7,000  lads  belonging  to  the  cadet  and 
senior  cadet  corps.  That  he  should  be 
paid  materially  less  than  he  is  entitled  to 
receive  under  the  regulatitHis,  is,  to  my 
mind,  wrong.  .  The  excuse  given  is  that  he 
accepted  the  appointment  at  £250  a  year. 
I  say  that  is  contracting  outside  the  law. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  members  of  this 
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Committee  approve  of  contracts  made  out- 
side any  law.  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  shall 
have  the  sympathy  of  the  majority  of  hon- 
orable senators  on  that  score.  I  do  not 
wish  to  labour  the  matter,  but  if  a  cap- 
taiiicy  is  going  to  be  created  under  this 
vote,'  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  in  the 
world  that  the  position  will  be  given  to 
Major  Dove,  as  there  is  no  man  in 
Australia  better  fitted  for  the  job,  if  I 
am  able  to  form  any  judgment  of  a 
soldier.  I  know  bis  worth  as  a  soldier, 
and  bis  character  as  a  man.  I  should 
prefer  a  good  man  who  might  not  be  a 
very  good  soldier  to  a  bad  man  and  a 
better  soldier,  but  Major  Dove  is  a  first- 
class  man  and  also  a  first-class  soldier.  I 
feel  justified  in  the  interests  of  the  Cadet 
Forces  and  the  Defences  Forces  of  the 
C(»nmcHiwealth  general  ly  in  speaking 
highly  of  a  man  who  has  won  his  spurs 
under  the  stress  and  strain  of  a  long  cam- 
paign in  the  battlefield,  for  he  was  in 
South  Africa  for  a  Icxig  time,  as  well  as  in 
the  discharge  of  im^rtant  dutie.s  in  times 
of  peace.  If  there  is  to  be  a  captain  ap- 
pointed tinder  the  vote  to  which  I  have 
referred,  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  get  the 
position,  but  very  often  salaries  are  voted 
and  appointments  are  not  made.  If  .  this 
appointment  is  not  to  be  made  I  claim  that 
this  officer  should  be  paid  the  salary  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  law.  Senator  Best 
as  a  lawyer  knows  that  nothing  but  an 
agreement  tmder  seal  could  prevent  Major 
I^ve  if  he  left  the  Forces  utilizing  the 
necessary  section  of  the  Defence  Act  to 
bring  an  action  to  recover  the  difference 
between  the  salary  he  has  been  paid  and 
that  which  the  law  allows  him.  Senator 
St.  Ledger  as  a  lawyer  knows  that  only 
by  an  agreement  under  seal  could  the  Go- 
remment  save  themselves  from  paying  in 
the  Law  Courts  the  salary  to  which  this 
man  is  entitled.  He  was  induced 
to  take  the  position  at  ^^250  a  year. 
En  a  much  less  responsible  position 
he  had  previously  dis(^harged  duties  for 
£22$  a  year  under  the  State  Government. 
It  was  not  a  military  affair;  it  was  really 
I  matter  of  legal  right.  He  held  this  posi- 
:ion  at  £22$.  He  received  from  the  Com- 
monweal^ £2%Q  under  a  verbal  contract 
nade  outside  the  law.  If  the  present  Esti- 
mates are  passed,  he  will  receive  ;^275. 
That  is  little  more  than  the  minimum 
;alary  of  a  lieutenant,  and  ;^75  less  than 
'he  maximum.  But  this  man  is  a  captain, 
md  is  entitled  to  the  higher  salary ;  be- 
■Ides  which  T  have  shown  that  in  cme  case 
It  least  the  Government  is  paying  a  larger 
<:alary  than  the  law  allows  on  a  brevet 
Setiator  Colonel  Ittild. 


rank.  I  hope  that  these  observations 
will  direct  the  attention  of  those  in  charge 
of  Defence  matters  to  the  case,  and  that 
justice  will  be  done. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-President 
of  the  Executive  Council)  [5.2]. — The  in- 
fonnaticMQ  furni^ed  to  me  is  that  Majcv 
Dove,  prior  to  his  occupancy  of  his  present 
position,  did  not  belong  to  the  Defence 
Fwce  of  the  State  of  New  South  Wales, 
but  was  employed  by  the  Education  De- 
paitment,  it  is  believed  at  a  salary  of  £,22$ 
per  annum.  When  it  became  necessary  for 
the  CcMTimon wealth  to  take  over  the  Cadets 
of  the  various  States,  certain  officers  were 
taken  over  also,  cm  the  distinct  prtmise  that 
they  would  not  receive  less  pay  than  that 
of  the  position  which  they  held  in  the 
States  in  which  they  were  then  serving. 
Major  Dove  agreed  to  take  the  position  of 
lieutenant  on  the  Administrative  and  In- 
structional Staff  at  a  salary  of  ^^250  per 
annum,  an  increase  upon  the  salary  that 
he  received  in  the  State.  The  appoint- 
ment for  such  position  dates  from  the  1st 
of  May,  1907.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1908, 
he  will  be  entitled  to.  and  will  be  paid,  an 
increment  at  the  rate  of  £2$,  thus  making 
the  salary  ^^275  fron  that  date.  I  should 
think  thrft  his  improved  position  is  a  matter 
of  encouragement.  My  honwable  friend 
sees  that  on  the  Estimates  provision  is  made 
for  an  appointment.  Apparently  there  is 
some  object  in  making  that  provision,  but  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  Minister  of  Defence 
is  committing  himself  to  making  the  ap- 
pointment immediatelv. 

Senator  Turley.— Would  tlie  officer  be 
in  a  position  to  sue  the  Go^'ernmait  for  any 
monev  that  thev  owed  him? 
Senator  BEST.- -No. 
Senator  Colonel  Xeild. — In  reply  to  the 
emphatic  "  Xo  "  of  my  honorable  friend, 
I  wish  to  .say  that.a  gentleman  who  belongs 
to  the  other — \vhich  is  sometimes  called  the 
higher — branch  of  the  legal  profession, 
gave  me  a  verv  different  opinion  this  morn- 
ing. Intleed,  I  spoke  largely  on  the 
strength  of  his  opinion. 

Senator  Turlev. — It  was  cheap  law; 
"  not  much  chop." 

Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Postmaster- General — Cable  Service — 
Refunds  of  Customs  Ditty — Irregu- 
larities :  Western  Australia — Public 
Servants'  Rights  as  Citizens  :  Leave 
without  Pay — Living  Allowances  : 
Western  Australia. 
Divisions  189  to  195  {Posimaster-GtMe- 

;£2,8o5,277. 
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Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.8]. — I  direct  attenticm  to  the 
item  Refund  of  Customs  dxitv  to  East- 
em  Extension  Australasia  and  China  Tele- 
graph Company."  I  observe  that  some- 
times refunds  take  place  in  nearly  all  the 
States.  But  why  is  this  refund  debited 
to  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department? 
It  appears  to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  a 
drawback  of  CustcMns  revenue,  and  ought 
not  to  be  debited  to  the  Post  Office. 

Senator  Best. — It  is  in  pursuance  of  an 
agreement  entered  into  between  the  "Eastern 
Extension  Company  and  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— That  does  not 
explain  why  the  money  should  be  credited, 
and  appear  as  Customs  revenue  and  after- 

\va  rds  be  returned  a  nd  debited  as  Post 
Office  expenditure.  Surely  that  is  not 
businesslike. 

Senator  Best. — All  that  I  can  say  is  that 
this  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years, 
and  is  in  aca>rdance  with  the  decisim  of  a 
former  Treasurer. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— It  is  very  im- 
proper. 

Senator  CROFT  (Western  Australia) 
[5.9]. — I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  a  case  which  has  occurred  in 
Western  Australia.  Hitherto.  I  have  not 
brought  it  before  Parliament,  and  I  regret 
ha%-ing  to  do  so  at  the  present  time.  It 
npi)ears  that  grave  irregularities  haw  oc- 
curred in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, Western  Australia,  and  other  States, 
mostly  in  the  handling  of  mails  and  the  mis- 
use of  stamps.  I  notice  that  it  is  intended 
by  the  Department  to  take  action  in  the 
Police  Court  against  a  boy  of  sixteen  at 
Eaglehawk,  Victoria,  who  is  charged  with 
improper  practices  in  regard  to  the  Depart- 
ment. I  mention  that  case,  because  I  intend 
to  draw  the  Minister's  attention  to  quite  a 
different  action  on  the  part  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  Western  Australia.  An  officer, 
Mr.  Wansbrough,  held  the  position  of 
Despatching  Officer.  He  was  charged 
with  the  misuse  of  stamps  and  general  ir- 
regularities. An  inquiry  was  held.  Let 
it  be  said  to  the  credit  of  the  sorters  and 
carriers  that  rfie>-  came  forward  and  gave 
evidence  in  order  to  save  the  good  name  of 
the  Department  and  to  enable  things  to  be 
carried  on  in  a  ■  straightforward  manner. 
But  although  this  man  was  found  guilty, 
the  Department  considered  that  the  only 
punishment  that  should  be  meted  out  to  him 
was  the  reduction  of  his  salary  by  a  ver>' 


small  amount  and  the  reduction  of  the  posi- 
tion that  he  occupied.  He  has  been  re- 
duced to  a  position  which  gives  him  a  salary 
of  ;^i62  per  annum ;  and  I  am  also  in- 
formed, and  I  believe  that  the  Gazette  bears 
out  the  information,  that  he  has  been  placed 
in  a  position,  that  of  head  sorter,  which 
gives  him  a  right  to  be  promoted  at  any 
time  the  Department  thinks  fit.  '  That  is 
to  say,  when  there  is  a  vacancy  he  may  be 
put  back  into  his  old  position,  where  he 
will  become  supervisor  of  the  men  who  gave 
evidence  against  him.  I  refer  to  these 
matters  with  very  great  regret ;  but  I  refer 
with  still  greater  regret  to  the  system  of 
favoritism  that  is  going  on  in  Western 
Australia.  There  is  unquestionable  proof 
that  certain  officers  have  been  found  guilty 
of  certain  things,  but  there  has  been  a  great 
difference  in  the  treatment  accorded  to  than. 
This  has  caused  a  great  amount  of  dis- 
satisfaction, and  must  have  an  ill  effect 
upon  the  management  of  the  Department. 
Let  me  mention  a  case  in  point.  An  ordi- 
nary sorter  was  charged  with  exactly  the 
same  misdemeanour  as  was  proved  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Wansbrough.  His  name  was 
Dalton.  Biit  he  was  taken  before  the 
Police  Court,  found  guiltv,  and  sen- 
tenced to  nine  months'  imprisonment.  I 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  these 
cases,  because  ^vhere  there  are  associations 
of  men  such  things  will  become  matters  of 
public  talk.  I  know  that  there  is  great 
di^tisfaction  amongst  the  officers.  They 
say  first  of  all  that  it  is  unfair  that  the 
Department  should  expect  them  to  come 
forward  and  give  evidence  in  its  behalf, 
and  then  to  put  the  man  in  such  a  position 
that  he  will  probably  become  boss  again 
over  them  in  another  six  months.  As  a 
man  who  has  worked  at  my  trade,  I  know 
what  the  result  will  be.  If  he  is  promoted 
to  the  same  position  again,  he  will  not  for- 
get what  some  of  the  men  under  him  did 
when  he  was  before  the  Committee  of  In 
quiry.  I  hope  the  Minister  will  look,  into 
the  question  again.  If  the  Department  is 
going  to  bring  a  boy  under  the  age  of  six- 
teen before  the  Police  Court*  as  in  the 
Eaglehawk  case,  I  consider  that  in  the  case 
of  men  of  Mr.  Wansbrough's  stamp,  it 
should  adopt  the  same  policy.  I  hope  that 
the  Minister  will  take  some  steps  to  pre- 
vent that  officer  from  again  occupying  a 
position  in  the  General  Post  Office,  Perth, 
where  at  anv  time  he  may  be  able  to  vent 
his  spleen  or  spite  upon  those  who  only 
acted  in  -the  interests  of  the  Department 
by  giving  evidence  in  lus>case.  1 
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Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [s-i?!- — 
Senator  Croft  has  brought  forward  a 
matter  that  involves  a  charge  of  serious 
favoritism  and  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
certain  high  officials  in  the  Department- 
On  the  bare  statement  that  he  has  made 
-^and,  no  doubt,  he  has  spoken  to  the  best 
of  his  'information— it  appears  to  be  a 
most  serious  case.;  but  I  hardly  think  that 
we  are  justified  in  coming  to  a  cMicIusion 
upon  it  without  hearing  the  explanation  of 
the  olher  side.  I  assure  the  honorable  sena- 
tor that  I  will  bring  his  representations 
under  the  notice  of  the  Fostma^^ter-General, 
and  ask  him  to  investigate  the  matter  per- 
sonally. I  am  sure  that  my  colleague  will 
seek  to  do  justice  all  round. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Austra- 
lia) [5.18].— I  desire  to  touch  on  a  matter 
in  connexion  with  the  administrative  divi- 
sion of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment in  Western  Australia.  The  questicm 
of  leave  for  officers  crops  up  from  time  to 
time.  In  the  Age,  the  other  day,  Mr. 
McLachlan,  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner, referring  to  the  long  leave  given  to 
some  officers,  stated — 

An~  officer  who  had  been  absent  on  12  months* 
furlough  applied  for  three  weeks'  recreation 
leave.  This  seems  to  be  a  fair  case  where  the 
time  spent  on  furlough  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. In  other  instances  officers  have  been 
absent  for  periods  up  to  nine  months  on  sick 
leave  with  pay,  and  shortly  after  their  return 
to  duty  asked  to  be  granted  three  weeks'  re- 
creation leave. 

After  nine  months'  furlough,  or  anything 
approaching  it,  it  looks  like  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  regulations  for  an  officer  to  ask 
for  a  further  period  of  leave.  If  those  ex- 
traordinary  demands  haye  been  made  upon 
the  Commissifxier,  I  can  understand  his 
getting  his  back  up.  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
one  harsh  word  about  Mr.  McLachlan,  be- 
cause I  know  that  he  cannot  reply  in  this 
chamber.  We  all  admit  that  he  has  a  very 
difficult  task  to  perform,  and  none  of  us 
wish  to  make  it  any  harder.  I  dare  say  he 
is  carrying  out  his  work  .is  satisfactorily 
as  any  man  we  are  Hkely  to  put  into  the 
position,  but,  whilst  those  extraordinary 
long  periods  of  leave  have  been  granted  to 
some  officers,  I  have  tried  unsuccissfully 
to  obtain  for  other  officers  leavp,  without 
pay,  in  order  that  they  should  be  able  to 
exercise  their  rights  as  citizens.  In  one 
rase,  an  officer  who  wished  to  stand  for 
Parliament  applied  for  leave  without  pay. 
It  would  not  have  cost  the  Department  a 
single  penny.    When  a  case  of  that  kind 


comes  before  the  Commissioner  he  ought, 
if  he  wishes  to  be  considered  fair  to  all 
sections  of  the  community,  and  to  avoid 
any  suspicion  of  interfering  with  the  rights 
of  public  servants  as  citizens,  to  grant  the 
leave  asked  for,  especially  when  it  will  not 
cost  the  Department  anything. 

Senator.  Best. — Surely  the  honorable 
senator  would  not  suggest  such  a  practice. 
It  might  result  in  the  most  alarming  dis- 
organization of  the  Department.  The 
public  interest  must  be  first  considered. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  see  in 
what  way  disorganization  would  be  caused 
if  any  civil  servant  obtained  leave  in  order 
to  contest  a  parliamentary  election.  There 
are  other  men  who  could  take  that  crfficer's 
place  for  the  time  being,  and  the  work  of 
the  country  would  go  on  as  usual.  Leave 
with  pay  was  not  asked  for  at  all.  This 
is  part  of  a  very  big  question,  which  has 
been  a  grievance  from  the  passing  of  our 
Public  Service  Act.  The  Senate  debated  it 
at  great  length,  and  1  took  up  a  very  de- 
finite attitude  upon  it.  No  man  should  be 
robbed  even  of  the  smallest  of  his  dfizen 
rights  simply  because  he  is  an  employ^  of 
the  Government. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable  sena- 
tor will  be  in  order  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  leave,  but  not  the  question  of  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  civil  servants  as 

citizens. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  merel^r  desire 
the  Minister  to  understand  the  difFerenoe 
between  some  kinds  of  leave  that  have  been 
granted  and  others  that  have  been  refused. 
In  order  that  there  may  be  as  little  disom- 
tent  in  the  service  as  possible,  a  right  of 
this  kind,  wherever  it  can  be  granted  with- 
out any  harm  to  the  Department,  should 
be  granted  straight  away.  There  should 
be  no  threats  or  talk  of  officers  being 
punished  for  having  approached  members 
of  Parliament.  The  actiwi  that  has  been 
taken  is  the  surest  way  to  bring  about  a 
great  deal  of  discontent  in  the  Department. 

Senator  Findlev. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  think  that  they  should  be  granted 
leave  when  they  desire  to  stand  for  Parlia- 
ment? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Yes.  It  is  only 
right  and  proper  if  we  can  afford  it. 

Senator  Findlev. — There  would  never 
be  discipline  in  the  Departments. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— Why  should 
there  not  be  ?  Every  man  in  the  commimity 
should  have  a  right  to  criticise  the  conduct 
of  public  affairs.  dW^*^,*©©*:^" 
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act  as  telegraphist,  surely  we  do  not  buy 
his  political  rights  from  him.  We  simply 
pay  him  his  salary  for  his  services. 

Senator  Findley. — Does  the  honorable 
senator  know  of  any  private  employer  who 
will  grant  leave  to  his  employ^  to  contest 
a  seat,  and  take  him  back  if  he  is  defeated, 
especially  if  their  political  views  differ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — I  have  known 
men  in  private  employment  to  get  leave  for 
that  purpose.  Even  if  that  were  not  so,  it 
would  be  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
adopt  the.system  in  the  Government  service. 
I  hope,  and  believe,  that  the  time  will  come 
when  there  will  be  a  very  great  extensitm 
of  Government  employment.  If,  then, 
everv  man  in  the  servire  is  excluded  from 
Parliament,  there  will  be  a  very  limited 
choice  of  candidates. 

Senator  St.  Ledger. — They  are  not  be- 
ing excluded. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  is  practically 
excluding  them  to  make  them  resign  or  run 
the  risk  of  losing  their  billets  if  they  sfand. 

Senator  Chataway. — ^They  should  be  put 
on  the  same  footing  as  any  private  em- 
ploy6. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  is  all  I 
am  asking  for.  I  wish  to  refer  to  the 
question  of  living  allowances  in  Western 
Australia.  There  has  recently  been 
granted  a  5  per  cent,  allowance  to  officers 
living  on  the  coast  in  Western  Australia. 
Hitherto  there  has  been  an  allowance  of 
^25  per  annum  to  officers  in  out-of- 
the-wav  parts  of  the  State,  on  account  of 
the  extra  cost  of  living  there.  But  it  has 
now  been  recognised  that  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia, especially  on  the  coast,  the  cost  of 
living  is  also  higher  than  in  any  of  the 
other  States. 

Senator  Chataway.— There  is  a  similar 
allowance  for  (rfBcers  in  North  Queensland. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  £25  allow- 
ance to  (rfBoers  on  the  gold-fields  was  based 
upon  the  rate  of  pay  on  the  coast,  but  now 
that  the  officers  on  the  coast  have  been 
granted  a  5  per  ant.  allowance,  it  is 
equivalent  to  a  reduction  of  5  per  cent,  in 
the  pay  of  those  on  the  gold-fields.  See- 
ing that  this  is  transferred  expenditure, 
which  the  people  of  the  State  concerned 
have  to  meet,  and  which  does  not  concern 
the  people  of  the  other  States,  the  5  per 
cent,  allowance  should  be  extended  to  all 
parts  of  Western  Australia.  Unless  that  is 
<lone.  it  will  be  a  grave  cause  of  dissatis- 
faction in  the  Department  in  that  State. 


Proposed  vote  agreed  to. 
Schedule  agreed  to. 
Title  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  without  request ;  report 
adopted. 

Third  Reading. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 

That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Senator  STEWART  (Queensland) 
[5  35]- — I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  mat- 
ter in  connexion  with  the  administration  of 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department  in 
Queensland.  A  few  days  ago  I  asked  the 
Minister  representing  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral here  the  following,  questions  : — 

1.  Is  it  true  that  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tele- 
graph operators  in  Queenstaod,  omcers  arc 
working  from  nine  to  sixteen  hours  straight  oS 
without  a  break,  even  for  a  meal? 

3.  Is  it  the  case  that,  not  withstand  in?  this 
sciircity  of  operators,  four  telegraphists  are  now, 
or  were  recently,  engaged  in  purely  clerical 
branches  in  the  head  office? 

3.  Is  it  true  that  the  present  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral recently  stated  in  reply  to  a  question  as  fol- 
lows :  **  Instructions  have  been  given  that  wjll 
prevent  working  for  long  periods  without  an  in- 
terval for  a  meat ;  also  that  telegraphists  are  not 
to  be  utilized  for  relieving  in  purely  clerical 
branches,  and  temporary  hands  will  be  employed 
to  meet  requirements." 

4.  If  so,  why  are  those  instructions  not  carried 
out? 

The  Acting  Deputy  Postmaster-General, 
Brisbane,  furnished  the  following  answers 
to  the  first  and  second  questicms  : — 

I.  So  far  as  I'  can  ascertain  it  is  not  true  that 
owing  to  scarcity  of  operators  tclet;rar)bi*ts  are 
working  from  nine  to  sixteen  hours  straight 
off  without  a  break,  even  for  meals.  It  is, 
however,  a  fact  that  in  Brisbane,  out  of  a  staff 
of  seventy-two  telegraphisU,  two. are,  at  a  rule, 
kept  on  in  their  turn  from  nine  to  ten  hours 
daily,  except  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  in  times 
of  emergency — such  as  serious  interruptions  to 
lines — a  large  number  of  officers  have,  to  meet 
public  requirements,  been  on  duty  from  nine  to 
si:^teen  hours  without  leaving  the  office  for 
meals.  However,  as  a  rule  telegraphists  do  not 
work  continuously  during  their  hours  of  attend- 
ance, and  they  have  at  all  times  the  opportunity 
.  of  partaking  of  refreshments.  Tea  is  handed 
round  to  telegraphists  between  4  and  5  p.m. 
daily,  and  hot  water  is  provided  for  those  ^^lo 
choose  to  make  their  own  tea;  and  if  they  wish 
they  may  send  out  for  a  meal. 

a.  Three  telegraphists  are  at  present  tem- 
porarily employed  in  clerical  branches  here ; 
one  in  the  inspection  branch,  vice  an  cfificer  act- 
ing as  inspector  during  the  latter's  absence 
on  sick  leave;  one  in  the  office  of  the  manager 
of  telegraphs  for  twenty-one  days,  during  the 
absence  of  the  permanent  officer ;  and  one  trans- 
ferred from  Townsvillc  to^he  staff  jo for  six 
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months,  pending  permanent  appointment.  These 
temporary  transfers  ia  no  way  interfere  with  the 
lunin  of  duty  of  other  telegraphists  in  Brisbane. 
Teo  telegraphists  are  employed  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  relief,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
telegraphists  from  any  cause,  and  at  country 
offices  temporary  assistance  is  afforded  as  far 
as  practicaote  whenever  required. 

The  answers  to  the  remaining  questions  are 
as  follow : — 

3.  YeSf  iu  reply  to  a  question  relating  to  con- 
ditions in  Victena.  The'concluding  portion  only 
applied  to  circumstances  then  existing  in  that 
Sute. 

4.  See  answers  to  numbers  1  and  3. 

Referring  to  those  replies  to  ray  questions, 
the  following  statement,  which  apparently 
emanated  from  a  member  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Service,  appeared  in  the  Bris- 
bane Courier  on  the  3rd  April : — 

I  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  a 
more  misleading  statement  upon  anv  position 
was  never  published.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
statement  explicitly  contradicts  itelf.  First  it 
%fiy» :  "  It  was  not  iraf  that,  owing  to  a  scarcity 
01  operators,  telegraphists  were  working  from 
nine  to  sixteen  hours  without  a  break  for  meals." 
Then,  a  little  further  on  :  "    ...  officers 

.  .  .  had  been  on  duty  from  nine  to  sixteen 
hours  without  leaving  the  office  for  meals." 
What  sort  of  a  statement  is  that  to  make? 

Plainly,  the  position  is  this :  In  Melbourne' 
and  Sydney  officers  who  go  on  afterooon  duty 
at  3  0  clock  are  relieved  as  soon  after  8  o'clock 
as  possible  by  a  special  night  staff  coming  on 
for  the  purpose.  In  Brisbane  there  is  no  such 
staff,  altnough  the  officers  have  been  appealing 
for  it  for  years. 

In  Brisbane  twenty-four  officers  of  the  after- 
noon  staff  go  on  duty  at  ^  p.m.,  and  get  away 
only  when  the  day's  business  is  clear,  which, 
under  the  worst  conditions,  is  sometimes  not  un- 
til 8.30  a.m.  the  next  day.  T^ree  telegranhers 
are  relieved  at  ti  p.m.  Dy  that  number  of  a 
night  staff  coming  on. 

When  the  staff  comes  on  at  3  p.m.,  each  man 
remains  at  his  own  line  until  he  is  finally  re- 
lieved to  go  off.  The  statement  that  "  they  did 
not  work  continuously  during  their  hours  of  at- 
tendance "  is  deliberately  untrue,  for  as  soon 
as  a  man  can  be  spared  he  is  supposed  to  go  off. 
Intentionally  misleading  also  is  the  assertion 
that  "  Ihcy  had  at  all  times  the  opportunity  of 
part'iking  of  refreshments."  The  wicked  ab- 
surdity of  this  will  be  realized  when  the  facts 
are  stated. 

The  men  eat  their  "cold  snack"  with  their 
fingers  whilst  they  are  sending  or  receiving  tele- 
grams. That  is  the  only  opportunity  of  which 
the  writer  is  aware,  and  whoever  stated  to  the 
contrary  did  so  with  the  intention  of  deceiving 
the  Minister  and  Parliament. 

The  men  snatch  a  moment  to  run  from  their 
desks  to  make  their  cup  of  tea,  and  even  for 
this  have  at  times  been  censured.  Imagine  any 
other  class  of  employes  you  like,  eating  their 
"luncheon"  or  "supper"  while  actually  per- 
forming their  daily  avocation ! 

However,  the  officers  are  prepared  to  put  up 
with  trifles  of  that  kind,  if  they  could  get  re- 
lief from  the  excessive  hours  too  often  occa* 
sioned  by  a  variety  of  circiunstMices.  As  a 
Senator  Stewart. 


matter  of  fact,  a  prominent  Brisbane  doctor  has 
given  his  opinion  that  with  hours  and  conditions 
such  as  we  experienced,  telegraphists  should 
have  a  "  hot  dinner — leg  of  mutton  and  apple 
pie "  while  on  duty. 

But  all  they  ask  is  that  they  should  be- re- 
lieved under  ordinary  conditions,  say,  between 
II  p.m.  and'  midnight  at  latest.  They  give  in 
the  mutton  and  apple  pie,  and  also  the  "  times 
of  emergency."    Is  that  unreasonable? 

By  the  appointment  of  a  small  night  suff 
such  as  they  have  been  asking,  there  could  be 
avoided  the  necessity  for  working  public  ser- 
vants "  from  nine  to  sixteen  hours  without 
leaving  the  office  for  meals,"  and  on  top  of  it 
walking  home. 

By  the  way,  re  the  adoption  of  the'  automatic 
apparatus  as  a  means  of  overcoming  delay  and 
shortening  the  men's  hours,  you  might  be  in- 
terested m  knowing  the  progress  so  tar  made. 

After  the  many  months'  experiments,  a  trial 
exchange  of  actual  business  was  made  the  other 
night.  A  start  was  made  at  6  p.m.  :  Six  men 
were  engaged  (some  officers  had  been  on  till 
r  a.m.  the  previous  night),  and  at  8.30  p.m. 
the  twenty  messages  each  way  had  been  ex- 
changed with  Sydney  I 

By  hard  operating  two  men  could  have  done 
the  same  work  in  twenty  minutes!  I  put  ite 
position  thus  before  you,  sir,  in  order  that  you 
may  have  some  idea  of  the  value  of  such  state- 
ments as  that  wired  from  Melbourne. 

Senator  Turley. — By  whom  was  that 
letter  signed? 

Senator  STEWART.— It  is  signed 
"O.H.M.S." 

Senator  Givens. — He  ought  to  have  put 
his  name  to  the  letter. 

Senator  STEWART.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  letter  is  any  the  less  reliable  be- 
catise  it  is  not  signed.  We  all  know  that 
It  is  dangerous  for  a  public  official  to  sign 
his  name  to  a  statement  which  gives  the  lie 
direct— for  that  is  practically  what  it 
means— to  his  official  head. 

Senator  Chataway.— Does  the  honorable 
senator  know  that  the  letter  was  written  bv 
a  public  official  ? 

Senator  STEWART.— Yes.  All  that  I 
want  the  Minister  to  do  is  to  find  out  where 
the  truth  lies,  and  if  the  men  have  a  real 
grievance,  as  it  appears  to  me  they  have, 
to  remedy  it. 

Senator  GIVENS  (Queensland)  [5.42]. 
—I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  concern- 
ing the  administration  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  about  six  weeks  ago  1  moved  a. 
motion  with  regard  to  a  matter  which  ohi- 
stitiited  almost  a  grave  scandal  on  the  ad- 
mmistration  of  a  branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment  in  Queensland,  and  that  was  the  delav 
in  the  delivery  of  a  nomination  paper 
which  was  sent  in  the  form  of  a  registered 
letter  from  the  Post^Ofcj^aig^QgfJprth 
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Queensland,  in  connexion  with  the  late 
State  elections  which  were  held  on  the  5th 
February.  My  motion  asked  for  the  pro- 
duction of  all  the  papers  in  the  possession 
of  the  Government  relative  to  the  undue 
delay  in  the  delivery  of  that  registered  let- 
ter to  the  returning  officer  at  Bowra,  and 
it  was  treated  as  formal  business  and  carried 
unanimously.  Soon  after  that  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Postmaster- General  in  the 
Senate  informed  me  that  the  papers  were 
available,  but  that  the  Department  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  table  them 
until  the  inquirv  into  the  bccurrence 
was  concluded.  Although  the  order 
of  the  Senate  should  have  been  obeyed, 
I  accepted  the  view  that  it  was  not 
altogether  desirable  to  table  the  papers 
until  the  inquiry  was  cmcluded ;  but 
I  understand  that  it  has  now  been  con- 
cluded, and  that  such  action  as  the  Depart- 
ment considered  desirable  has  already  beoi 
taken.  In  the  circumstances,  I  see  no  ade- 
quate reason  why  the  tabling  of  the  papers 
should  be  delayed.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Senate  is  to  adjourn  for  about  a  fortnight 
for  the  Easter  holidays,  and  I  take  this 
last  opportunity  to  request  the  Minister  re- 
presenting the  Postmaster- General  to  allow 
the  papers  to  be  tabled  so  that  they  may 
be  available  to  myself  or  any  one  else 
who  may  desire  to  inspect  them.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Minister  is  willing  to 
lay  them  on  the  table,  and  I  wish  only  to 
add  that  I  hope  he  will  do  so  before  the 
Senate  adjourns. 

Senator  PULSFORD  (New  South 
Wales)  [5.47]. — I  feel  that  I  should  not 
allow  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  to  pass 
without  expressing  my  strong  objection  to 
the  way  in  which  the  Estimates  have  been 
dealt  with,  consequent  upon  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Senator  Givens. — We  had  plenty  of  time 
to  deal  with  them  if  we  wished  to  do  so. 

Senator  Best. — We  did  deal  with  them 
five  times  over  in  five  different  Supply  Bills. 

Senator  PULSFORD.— Every  (me  knows 
that  the  mxiey  has  practically  all  been 
spent,  and  that  at  the  present  time  honor- 
able senatois — and  I  speak  for  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  and  not  for 
myself,  because  I  was  absent  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  session — are  jaded  after 
long  weeks  and  months  of  work,  and  are 
not  in  a  fit  state  to  examine  Estimates  with 
the  care  they  require. 

Senator  CfiVENS. — The  hwiorable  senator 
should  speak  for  himself.  I  am  just  as 
fit  as  I  ev«r  was. 


Senator  PULSFORD.— I  thmk  that  the 
position  of  affairs  should  be  emphasized. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  electors  will  un- 
derstand the  position  thoroughly,  and  will 
not  be  slow  to  recognise  the  Tariff  curse 
as  the  cause  of  all  th^:  trouble.  That  is 
all  I  wish  to  say. 

Senator  E.  J.  RUSSELL  (Victoria) 
[5.49]. — I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
a  matter  on  which  I  asked  some  questions 
of  the  Minister  representing  the  Postmas- 
ter-General. I  refer  to  the  employment  of 
pole-dressers  by  tlw  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department.  The  men  engaged  in  this 
work  in  the  past  received  xos.  per  day, 
equivalent  to  £156  per  annum,  but  recently 
men  have  been  emplc^ed  at  the  work  at 
the  reduced  wage  of  j(^i$2  a  year.  To 
show  that  this  is  work  which  requires  to  be 
performed  by  skilled  labour,  I  may  quote 
the  following  letter  from  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph '  Department,  dated  27th  October, 
1906,  in  reply  to  a  query  as  to  whether  the 
Department  had  been  successful  in  em- 
ploying unskilled  labourers  at  the  work — 

With  refereoce  to  your  letter  ol  the  ijth  tnst.> 
relative  to  the  work  of  pole  dressing  in  Mel* 
bourne  which  was  formerly  performed  by  skilled 
workmen  having  been  given  to  labourers  at  a 
lower  zBte  of  pay,  I  have  the  honour,  by  direc- 
tion, to  inform  you  it  was  found  that  much  of 
the  woik  which  was  being  done,  viz.,  planing 
and  adzing  of  cross-arms,  was  unnecessary,  and 
was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  It 
was  reported  that  the  necessary  work  did  not 
require  skilled  workmen,  but  could  be  per* 
formed  by  ordinary  labourers  used  to  handling 
tools.  It  appears',  however,  from  later  infor- 
mation, that  the  work  is  not  being  satisfactorily 
performed  by  the  temporary  Line  Repairers  who 
were  engaged  to  do  it;  and  the  Deputy  Post- 
master-General, Melbourne,  has  been  instructed 
to  revert  to  the  original  arrangement,  50  far  as 
the  class  of  labour  to  be  employed  is  concerned. 

Definite  instructions  were  issued  for  the 
employment  of  skilled  men  owing  to  the 
failure  of  unskilled  labourers  to  perform 
the  work  satisfactorily.  The  positi(Hi 
now  is  that,  whilst  the  Posftnaster-General 
desires  to  adhere  to  the  pranise  given  by 
the  Department  to  employ  only  skilled 
men  at  this  work,  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner sets  aside  the  Minister  and  de- 
sires the  employment  of  unskilled  labour 
to  perform  work  which  the  Department 
admits  should  be  intrusted  to  skilled  men. 
The  Postmaster- General  gave  this  reply  to 
questions  which  I  put  in  connexion  with 
the  matter — • 

Such  a  promise,  so  far  as  the  work  in  Mel. 
bourne  is  concerned,  might  be  inferred  by  the 
letter  written  by  direction  of  the  Postmaster. 
General  on  37th  October,  1006,  and  this  promise 
has  been  carried  out  to  far  as  the  matter  is 

under  the  Minister's  contr^ITr-tr^rtl^ 
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It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  Minister  de- 
sires that  this  work  should  be  done  by  skilled 
labourers,  receiving  los.  per  day ;  but  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  expresses 
his  intention  make  further  appointments 
of  men  for  this  work  at  ^^132  per  annum, 
despite  the  fact  that  a  trial  of  unskilled 
labour  upon  this  work  was  not  found  to 
be  successful  from  the  point  of  view  of 
economy.  Whether  it  is  the  deliberate 
intention  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sions- or  not,  if  the  course  he  reccMmnends 
be  pursued,  the  effect  will  be  to  reduce  the 
wages  of  the  whole  of  tha  men  engaged 
in  this  work  from  los.  to  8s.  per 
day.  There  is  another  view  of  the  mas- 
ter which  requires  to  be  considered.  The 
unskilled  men  who  are  now  being  intro- 
duced have  to  be  taught  their  business  by 
the  skilled  men,  and  later  on  the  pupil 
will  displace  the  man  who  taught  him  his 
business,  and  will  continue  to  do  the  work 
at  2s.  per  day  less.  Regulation  134  under 
the  Public  Servi(»  Act  provides  that — 

The  permaDcnt  bead  or  chief  o£Bccr,  wb«Q  for. 
wardiog  an  application  to  the  Commisuoner, 
shall  state  what  amount  of  salary,  fee,  01  al- 
lowances, in  his  opinion,  is  appropriate  to  the 
work  to  be  performed ;  but  the  rate  of  pavmcnt 
shall  be  the  same  as  is  paid  to  permanent  em- 
ployes of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  State  for 
similar  work. 

These  men,  who  have  been  engaged  on  and 
off  for  twenty-five  years,  originally  re- 
ceived res.  per  day.  '  Subsequently,  thev 
went  through  the  bad  times,  and  suffered 
!L  reduction  of  salary  in  common  with,  the 
rest  of  the  State  public  servants,  and 
now,  after  they  have  regained  the 
position  which  they  formerly  held,  thev  are 
to  be  superseded  by  men  who  are  to  be 
made  permanent  hands  at  a  wage  of  2s. 
per  day  less  thsm  they  were  accustomed  to 
receive.  Seeing  that  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department  tried  'the  experiment  of 
employing  unskilled  labour  in  this  work, 
and  found  it  unsatisfactory,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  the  policy  in  the  OxnmcHiwealth 
Service  to  compel  men  to  teach  others 
their  trade,  and  after  they  have  done  so 
to  dispensa  with  them  Ixvause  the 
services  of  the  men  whmn  they  hf.ve  taught 
can  be  obtained  for  2s.  per  day  less.  The 
men  engaged  in  this  work  are  tradesmen, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  any  tradesman  in 
the  world,  with  any  self-respect,  would 
tok-rate  >.uch  treatment  by  any  Depart- 
n^nt.  I  do  not  believe  that  these  men 
would  continue  their  work  if  they  did  not 
liope  th;.'t  their  grievance  would  be  re- 
dressed, and  that  thev  would  be  placed  on 
Senator  E.  /.  Russell. 


the  old  footing.  I  hope  that  the  Minis- 
ter representing  the  Postmaster- GeneraJ 
will  see  thaft  their  grievance  Is  rectified,  as, 
unless  the  matter  is  taken  in  hand  imme- 
diately, there  will  be,  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Service  Act, 
an  all-round  reduction  in  the  wages  of  the 
men  eng&ged  in  this  work  to  8s.  pCT  day. 

Senator  CHATAWAY  (Queensland) 
C5-55]- — Before  the  motion  passes,  I  wish 
to  enter  some  protest  against  die  action,  ca* 
want  of  action,  on  the  part  of  the  Ex- 
ternal Affairs  Department  in  connexion 
with  the  -decision  of  the  South  African 
Customs  Union,  imposing  a  surtax  on 
Australian  sugar.  Accordins  to  the 
answers  to  the  questions  I  have  asked 
on  this  subject,  it  appears  that  some  time 
ago  the  South  African  CustOTns  Union  de- 
cided to  impose  a  tax  of  ^3*7s.  2d.  per 
ton  on  sugar  imported  into.  South  Africa 
from  Australia.  It  was  pointed  out 
the  Federal  Government  that  this  was 
sugar  imported  from  Java  and  elsewhere, 
and  refined  in  bond  in  Australia  before 
exportation  to  South  Africa. 

Son^itor  GivENS. — What  was  it  being 
sold  for  in  South  Africa? 

Senator  CHATA WAV.— That  is  not  the 
issue  at  all. 

Senator  Givens. — It  is  impcMtant  that 
we  should  know  that. 

Senator  CHATAWAY.— The  honorable 
senator's  common  sense  should  show  him 
that  a  question  of  the  action  or  inactitm  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  the  Sbuth 
African  Customs  Union  has  nothing  at  all . 
to  do  with  the  questiwi  of  the  price 
charged  for  that  sugar  in  South  Africa. 
Apparently,  the  Governrnent  represented 
that  these  Java  or  Fiji  sugars  were  not 
liable  to  the  surtax,  which  consequently  was 
not  charged.  But  my  objection  is  that  the 
Government  allowed  it  to  be  understood  in 
South  Africa  that  sugar  gro^vn  by  white 
labour  in  Australia  was  granted  a  bounty 
within  -the  definition  of  the  term  as  pre- 
scribed in  the  Brussels  Conventicm  of  some 
years  back,  which  is  still  in  force.  Bv  the 
use  of  the  term  in  the  Brussels  Conven- 
tion, it  was  intended  to  prevent  the  continu- 
ance of  the  system  of  bounties  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  production  and  export  of  sugar, 
whereas  the  sugar  bounty  granted  in  Aus- 
tralia is  given  for  the  purpose  of  encourag- 
ing the  production  of  sugar  only  under  cer- 
tain specific  conditions,  not  only  as  to  the 
rates  of  wages  to  be  paid,  but  also  as  to  the 
colour  of  the  labour  emploved  in  the  in- 
dustry.    I  find  that  the  Q<$V9aiin«ift>  did 

Digitized  by 


Afpropriation  [9  April,  1908.]  BUI.  1039& 


not  make  any  representation  to  the  South 
African  authorities  in'  that  ocmnexion.  It 
is  true  that  they  represented  that  sugar 
from  Java  or  Fiji  refined  here  in  bond 
should  be  admitted  to  South  Africa  with- 
out the  payment  of  the  surtax,  but  they 
entirely  failed  to  represent  that  sugar 
grown  in  Australia,  in  connexion  with  which 
a  bounty  is  paid  only  if  the  growers  pay 
certain  wages  and  employ  labour  of  a  cer- 
tain colour,  should  not  be  treated  as 
bounty-fed  sugar  under  the  terms  of  the 
Brussels  Convention. 

Senator  Gitens. — We  are  not  exporting 
any  of  that  sugar  to  South  Africa  yet. 

Senator  CHAT  AW  AY.— I  am  aware  of 
that ;  but  I  suppose  we  all  hope  that  one 
of  the  greatest  agricultural  industries  in 
Australia  will  expand,  and  that  we  shall 
yet  be  in  a  position  to  export  that  sugar. 

Senator  Givens. — The  hwiorable  senator 
always  said  that  the  industry,  would  be 
ruined  by  the  very  legisloticm  to  which  he 
refers. 

Senator  CH  ATA  WAY.— Senator  Givens 
appears  to  be  very  angry  because  I  am 
standing  up  for  what  is  the  chief  agricul- 
tural industry  in  the  portion  of  Australia 
from  which  he  comes.  Yesterday,  I  asked 
a  further  question  on  this  subject,  and  the 
Government  replied  that  a  cablegram,  had 
been  sent  to  the  following  effect — 

Urge  that  question  of  surtax  on  Australian 
sugar  be  reconsidered  at  Customs  Confeience. 
Not  bounty  fed  within  meaning  Sugar  Conven- 
tion. Bounty  paid  to  individual  farmers  who 
produce  cane  with  white  labour,  and  not  to 
maoafacturers  of  sugar. '  See  third  paragraph 
Prime  Minister's  letter,  38th  February,  to  •Pre- 
miers South  African  States. 

When  I  asked  the  Minister  for  the  date 
of  that  cablegram  the  informati<xi  could 
not  be  supplied.  On  the  moCicm  for  the 
adjournment,  I  again  asked  for  the  date, 
and  found  that  the  cablegram  was  only 
sent  yesterday.  The  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment was  drawn  to  the  matter  weeks 
ago.  The  Government  were  aware  last  Feb- 
ruary that  the  Conference  was  to  take  place 
in  Pretoria  in  April.  If  the  Government 
imagine  that  they  are  taking  proper  steps 
to  safeguard  "  Australian  interests  when 
they  overlook  an  important  matter  of  this 
kind,  until  the  Confwence  is  probably  be- 
ing held.  I  do  not  agree  with  them.  I 
believe  that  if  the  Government  had  paid 
the  slightest  attention  to  the  subject,  or 
had  thought  about  it,  the  Department  con- 
cerned would  have  made  a  complete  in- 
vestigation long  ago,  in  time  to  supply  the 
Conference  wi&  complete  informaticm.  As 


it  iSf  the  cablegram  has  only  been  smt 
when,  for  all  we  know,  the  Ctxiference  is 
actually  sitting. 

Senator  SAVERS  (Queensland)  [6.2]. 
— As  honorable  senators  are  aware,  we 
have  passed  Supply  Bills  covering  expendi- 
ture for  the  last  months.  I  hope  that 
what  has  occurred  will  not  be  taken  as  a 
precedent.  It  should  be  understood  that 
we  have  nd  delayed  procedure  on  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  because  the  Additional 
Estimates  will  shortly  be  before  us,  when 
there  will  then  be  a  better  opportunity  to 
deal  with  the  financial  posiliwi  of  the 
Commonwealth.  But  it  is  of  no  use  to  take 
up  time  with  talk  upon  this  Bill.  The 
money  has  been  spent,  and  debate  would 
be  worthless.  But  I  earnestly  hope  that 
next  year  the  Government  will  see  that  the 
Estimates  come  before  Parliament  at  a 
pr<^)er  time. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[0.3]. — With  regard  to  the  item  of 
^20,000,  which  is  to  be  spent  on  encourag- 
ing immigration,  I  desire  to  make  one  or 
two  remarks.  I  iH>ted  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  .a  speech  recently  delivered 
it)  Queensland  by  the  senior,  member  for 
Toowoomba,  in  which  he  dealt  directly 
with  the  question  of  immigration.  I  beg 
to  direct  the  particular  attention  of  the 
Government  to  this  speech.  The  Jolicy 
of  immigration  is  an  important  one,  and 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
I  refer  apply  not  only  to  Queensland,  but 
to  the  whole  of  Australia.  His  speech 
is  so  clear,  and  so  much  to  the  point,  that 
I  think  the  Senate  will  pardon  me  for 
reading  it.  It  was  delivered  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  27tb 
^ta^ch,  and  was  reported  in  the  Brisbane 
Courier  on  the  28th  March. 

Senator  Findley. — Who  was  the 
speaker  ? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— The  senior 
member  for  Toowoomba,  Mr.  Vernon  Red- 

\v(X)d.    He  said — 

Three  absolutely  independent  factois  in  the 
progress  of  our  national  development  aie  immi- 
gration, land  settlement,  and  railway  construc- 
tion; and  it  is  in  these  very  essentials  that  we 
display  a  lamentable  lack  of  energy  and  pre- 
science. When  onfc  thinks  of  bur  enormous  areas 
of  idle  land  awaiting  the  advent  of  the  settler, 
and  compares  this  vast  unoccupied  region,  a  too 
great  portion  of  it  already  in  the  clutches  of 
the  prickly  pear,  with  the  small  and  straggling 
line  of  emigrants  finding  its  way  to  our  Shores; 
the  absurdly  inadequate  effort  01  the  powers  that 
be  to  fill  our  empty  places  is  irresistibly  borne 
liome  to  me.  Population^^e  must  liave,  and  it 
were  a  thousaildgittinMfy*QI*@0^fi@ia&I>ke  to 
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pay  the  passage  of  each  and  every  _  desirable 
emigraDt  if  need  be,  rather  than  to  fritter  away 
valuable  time,  and  see  the  hardy  sons  nnd 
daughters  of  the  Old  Land  leaving  by  the 
steamer  load  for  Canada,  in  respoose  to  the 
energetic  and  businesS'Iike  methods  of  adver- 
tising pursued  hy  the  Dominion  authorities. 
Why  in  the  name  of  commoo-iense  do  we  not 
make  a  serious  and  whole-hearted  attempt  to 
direct  the  stream  of  emigration  in  our  favour? 
There  is  no  country  in  the  world  which  offers 
such  a  wealth  "and  variety  of  opportunity  to  the 
man  of  intelligence  and  grit.  Capital  is  not  a 
necessity.  It  is  not  always  the  man  wiOi  the 
most  money  in  bis  pocket  who  possesses  the  most 
brains,  and  who  will  eventually  assist  most  to 
enrich  the  State  in  his  successful  effort  to  ac- 
quire a  competence  for  himself.  Provided  he 
be  eligible  in  other  respects,  we  should  not  de- 
bar nor  discourage  anv  intending  colonist  from 
seeking  a  home  within  our  borders  merely  be- 
cause  he  has  not  a  well-lined  purse.  Be  it  re- 
membered that  the  majority  of  our  present  pros- 
perous and  contented  settlers  are  men  whose 
initial  capital  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
strong  muscles,  stout  hearts,  and  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  succeed  in  spite  of  all  obstacles. 
If  the  emigrant  on  arrival  should  not  have  the 
wherewithal  to  make  a  start,  the  Government 
should  not  only  make  him  a  free  grant  of  land, 
but  should  help  him  to  build  a  cottage,  and 
procure  the  necessary  implements  and  stock. 
Needless  to  say,  I  would  be  no  party  to  the 
exclusion  of  our  young  Queenslanders  fiom  a 
participation  in  the  bounties  of  State  aid.  Such 
assistance  would  be  in  the  nature  of  an  ad* 
vance,  and  would  be  granted  only  on  certain 
conditions;  but  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  invest- 
ment more  distinctly  profitable  to  the  State  than 
the  building  up  a  sturdy  yeomanry,  who,  be- 
sides constituting  the  permanent  basis  of  our 
national  wealth,  would  offer  the  soundest  pos- 
sible form  of  insurance  against  the  dangers  of 
an  armed  attack  by  hostile  forces.  The  more 
the  question  is  considered  in  its  different  bear- 
ings the  more  incomprehensible  appears  the 
almost  criminal  negligence  of  the  responsible 
authorities. 

T  take  particular  pleasure  in  quoting  this 
speech,  because  the  opinicms  expressed  in 
it  are  practically  the  same  as  were  ex- 
pressed by  me  on  a  bigger  platform  in 
Toowoomba,  when  I  spoke  upon  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  sometimes  said  that  it  is  of 
little  use  to  promote  an  immigraticm  policy 
for  Australia  because  there  is  no  land 
nvailable  for  the  people  when  they  come 
here.  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  that  ques- 
tion just  now,  but  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  notice  of  a  few  figures.  In  1880  the 
amount  of  land  under  cultivation  in  Aus- 
tralia was  4i577>699  acres ;  in  1885, 
5.306,762  acres;  in  1890,  5,430,221  acres; 
in  1895,  6,450,620;  in  1900,  8,812,000; 
in  1901,  8,412,212;  in  1905,  9,131,301. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  increase  of  popu- 
lation took  place  parallel  with  an  increase 
in  the  area  of  land  cultivated.  The  popu- 
*ion  in  1880  was  2,231,531 ;  in  1890, 
Senator  Si.  Ledger. 


3-151.355;  in  1900,  3,765,339;  in  1901, 
3,826,286;  and  in  1905,  4,053,430. 

The  PRESIDENT.— How  does  the 
honorable  senator  connect  these  remarks 
with  the  question  of  immigration? 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER.— What  I  wish 
to  make  clear  is  that  an  increase  of  popu- 
latioa  has  in  the  'past  kept  pace  with  an 
increase  in .  land  cultiTaticm  in  Australia. 
The  two  go  hand  in  hand.  I  direct  the 
attenti<Hi  of  the  Government  to  those  mat- 
ters as  having  an  important  bearing  upon 
their  immigration  policy. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE  (Western  Aus- 
tralia) [6.14]. — I  desire  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  under  the  notice  of  the 
Government  a  serious  matter  in  connexion 
with  the  contract  for  the  carriage  of  mails 
on  the  north-west  coast  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia. The  contractor  is  the  Adelaide 
Steam-ship  Company,  llie  mails  are  car- 
ried between  Fremantle  and  the  ncvth-west 
port  of  Wyndham,  though  on  some  trips 
the  vessels  do  not  go  quite  so  far  as 
Wyndhani.  The  trip  ends  at  Derby.  In 
the  contract  there  is  a  clause  providing  for 
the  carriage  of  cargo  and  passengers  at 
certain  fixed  rates  agreed  upcHi  between  the 
Department  and  the  contractors.  Recently 
the  contractors  refused  to  ship  cargo  at  the 
port  of  Geraldton,  with  the  object,  ap- 
parently, of  centralizing  the  shipping  of 
cargo  at  Fremantle,  to  the  detriment  of 
other  ports  that  are  entitled  to  a  fair  share 
of  the  trade.  Geraldton  is  the  next  port 
in  importance  in  Western  Australia  going 
ncnth-west,  and  many  of  its  merchants  do 
a  OHisiderable  trade  with  the  ncxth-west, 
as .  it  is  much  nearer  than  Fremantle  is. 
But,  as  the  Adelaide  Steam-ship  Company 
are  practically  the  only  company  who  do 
business  on  the  north-west  coast  as  far  as 
Wyndham,  if  the  merchants  of  Geraldton 
are  refused  the  carriage  of  their  cargo  to 
the  north-west,  it  must  injure  them,  and 
of  course  benefit  the  port  of  Fremantle. 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the 
Shipping  Company  are  working  in  with 
certain  merchants  in  Fremantle  or  not,  or 
whether  this  move  has  been  made  to  otrad 
the  trip,  and  of  course  secure  a  larger 
amount  of  freightage.  I  have  an  idea 
that  there  is  a  little  bit  of  truth  in  both. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  honorable  senator  is  going  to 
connect  his  remarks  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Post  and  Tel^raph  Department 
or  not.  He  appears  at  present  to  be  speak- 
ing only  with  referenra  to^hat  be  con- 
siders improper  co«(|M@ld9fM«)<p^®f  a 
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certain  shipping  company.  We  are  not  at 
[wesent  entitled  to  try  that  company  or  cchi- 
^der  their  conduct.  Remarks  of  that  kind 
might  be  .in  order  on  the  first  reading  of 
this  measure,  but  they  are  not  in  cvder  at 
this  stage,  unless  the  honorable  senator  con- 
nects them  with  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department. 

Senator  de  Labgie. — I  propose  to  con- 
nect my  remarks  with  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department,  because  the  Department 
has  a  contract  with  the  Adelaide  Steam-ship 
Company. 

The   PRESIDENT.— If  the  honorable 

senator  is  going  to  connect  his  remarks  with 
the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  I  shall 
not  interfere  with  him. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— That  is  the  only 
Department  with  which  I  can  connect  them. 
The  ccxitract  is,  in  the  first  place,  for  the 
carriage  of  mails ;  but  it  is  also  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  fair  dealing  as  between 
the  various  ptxts,  and  the  company  should 
not  be  allowed  to  refuse  to  ship  cargo  or 
passengers  at  any  particular  port.  Yet 
that  is  what  they  have  been  doing,  and 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  to 
the  Government  that  they  have  a  chance  to 
bring  the  contractors  to  reason,  seeing  that 
the  contractors  have  recently  asked  for  an 
alteration  in  the  terms  of  the  contract  in 
order  that  the  trip  may  be  cut  short  at 
Derbv  on  some  occasions,  according  to  the 
movements  of  the  tide,  instead  of  going  to 
Wyndham.  The  Government  can  therefore 
insist  (HI  inserting  another  clause  to  insure 
that  the  contractors  shall  give  fair  play  to 
all  the  ports  in  the  north-west.  That  is 
so  eminently  fair  that  the  contractors  can- 
not reasonably  object  to  it.  In  my  opinion, 
and  in  that  of  most  people,  the  ccnnpany 
are  evading  the  terms  of  the  contract  now. 
The  Government,  in  the  interests  of  the 
community,  should  take  the  opportunity  of 
saying  to  them,  "  If  we  agree  to  the  al- 
teration which  you  want,  you  will  have  to 
agree  to  give  fair  treatment  as  between  all 
the  ports  along  that  coast."  The  present 
contract  certainly  provides  that  passengers 
and  cargo  must  be  carried  at  certain  rates, 
but  in  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  Government,  we  have  no  case  against 
them  if  they  refuse  to  take  passengers  or 
cargo.  I  have  looked  into  that  opinion, 
and  it  is  hard  to  discover  cm  what  grounds 
it  was  arrived  at.  It  is  to  the  effect  that 
the  company  could  argue,  if  the  matter 
were  tested,  that  they  had  not  sufficient 
space  on  board  for  the  carriage  of  the  cargo. 
If  they  had  no  space,  of  course  that  would 


be  a  proper  reastxi  for  refusing  cargo,  be- 
cause the  navigation  laws  pi^iibit  over- 
loading. But  every  one  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  trade  or  the  coast,  must 
know  that  cargoes  are  very  scarce  there. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  third  reading  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill  ? 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— It  has  every- 
thing to  do  with  it.  This  is  a  contract 
entered  into  between  the  Government  and 
the  shipping  company  for  the  carriage  of 
mails,  and  provision  is  made  for  it  in  the 
Bill. 

Senator  Gray.— Does  the  contract  relate 
to  ordinary  freight  conditions? 

Senator  DE  LARGIK.— Yes  ;  besides  be- 
ing  a  mail  contract,  it  deals  with  the  car- 
riage of  rargo  and  passengers. 

•Senator  Mulcahy. — No. 

Senator  Keating. — The  contract  is  more 
than  a  mail  contract. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — Perhaps  Senator 
Mulcahy  knows  all  about  it. 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able senator  to  address  the  Chair,  and  not 
to  take  notice  of  interjections. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— If  honorable 
senators  take  it  upon  themselves  to  poke 
into  a  matter  that  they  have  taken  no 
trouble  to  investigate— ~ 

The  PRESIDENT.- 1  have  already 
asked  the  honorable  senatw  to  continue  his 
speech.  I  understand  now  that  there  are 
in  the  contract  provisions  relating  to  freight. 
If  honorable  senators  desire  to  take  objtc- 
tion  to  Senator  de  Largie's  line  of  arj,'u- 
ment,  thoy  can  raise  a  point  of  order,  hut 
I  ask  the  honorable  senator  not  to  reply 
to  interjections,  especially  when  he  has  been 
asked  by  the  Chair  to  proceed  with  his 
speech. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE. — T  have  no  de- 
sire to  disregard  your  direction,  sir,  but 
surely  when  an  honwable  senatcv  makes  an 
interiection  of  that  kind  I  am  entitled  to 
reply  to  it? 

The  PRESIDENT.— I  have  told  the 
honorable  senator  what  course  I  desire  him 
to  [)ursue.  [  ask  him  not  to  debate  the 
question  with  the  Chair.  I  have  alreadv 
given  a  luling,  rightly  or  wrongly,  and  I 
desire  the  honorable  senator  to  accept  it. 
I  do  not  wish  unduly  to  interfere  with  his 
remarks  upon  any  subject  that  is  pertinent 
to  the  Bill. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.--Then  T  ask  that 
Senator  Mulcahv's  disorjlerlv  remark  be 
withdrawn.    ItD[^ift§dfe?(tbO«SM6hat  the 
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subject  which  I  was  dealing  with  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Bill. 

The  PRESIDENT.— That  is  not  a  re- 
mark that  I  can  call  upon  the  hwiorable 
senator  to  withdraw.  The  honorable  sena- 
tor, by  interjection,  simply  expressed  an 
opinion  which  appears  to  be  incorrect,  but 
he  did  not  charge  the  honorable  senator 
with  having  made  any  wilfully  false  state- 
ment. 

Senator  Mulcahy.  —  Anyhow,  I  with- 
<]raw  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.  —  I  always 
thought  that  all  interjections  were  dis- 
orderly, and  must  be  withdrawn  when  ob- 
jected to. 

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  I  Will  the 
honorable  senatOT  take  his  seat? 

Senator  de  Largie. — I  am  doing  little 
else. 

The  PRESIDENT.— It  seems  to  me 
that  little  else  than  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Chair  and  the  honorable  sena- 
tor is  going  to  take  place  for  the  next 
quarter  of  an  hour.  That  is  not  at  all  de- 
sirable. I  ask  the  honorable  senator  again 
to  obev  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  and  pro- 
ceed with  the  debate,  without  taking  notice 
of  interjections  that  have  passed.  I  have 
given  the  honorable  senator  fair  latitude  and 
warning,  and  told  him,  as  I  have  told  other 
honorable  senators,  that  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair  must  be  obeyed.  There  are  mirans  to 
compel  the  hwiorable  senator  to  obey  it. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  quite  agree 
that  there  are  such  meuis.  I  think  I  am 
justly  entitled  

The  PRESIDENT.— Order  !  I  will  not 
have  any  altercation  with  the  honorable 
s<'nator  with  regard  to  the  ruling  that  I  have 
given,  and  that  must  be  obeyed. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— I  do  not  know 
what  you  object  to,  Mr.  President.  Be- 
fore I  had  finished  a  sentence  

The  PRESIDENT.- Order  !  I  want  1o 
know  whether  the  honorable  senatcv  is  going 
tn  oIh-'v  the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  If  he 
will  say  definitely  that  he  is  not  going  to  do 
so,  the  Chair  will  take  the  necessary 
action  to  see  that  its  ruling  is  obejed. 

Senator  DE  LARGIE.— The  action  of 
the  Adelaide  Steam-ship  Company  in  re- 
g.ird  to  Geraldton  is  a  grievous  breach  of 
contract,  but  if  we  have  no  means  of  pro- 
ceeding against  the  CCTitractors,  we  should 
at  all  events  take  the  opportunity  of  altering 
the  terms  of  the  omtract  in  order  to  insure 
fair  play. 


Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter  of    Heme   Affairs)    [6.27]. — Senatcv 
Givens  spoke  to  me  yesterday  and  to-day 
with  regard  to  the  nmi-delivery  of  certain 
electoral  papers  posted  in  connexion  with 
the  last  Queensland  State  elections.  He 
has  asked  repeatedly  for  the  production  in 
the  Senate  of  the  papers  relating  to  that 
matter.    There  has  been  some  delay  in  ob- 
taining all  the  papers,  because  inquiry  was 
being  made.    But  I  have  now  the  complete 
file  of  the  papers  from  the  Department. 
The  honorable  senator  seems  to  be  under 
a  slight  misapprehension,  because  he  stated 
that  I  premised  to  lay  the  papers  on  the 
table  of  the  Senate.    What  I  wished  him 
to  understand  was  that  I  and  the  Depart- 
ment are  prepared  to  lay  the  whc^e  file  <xi 
the  table  of  the  Library.  If  it  is  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  Senate  It  becomes  tbt  pro- 
perty of  the  Senate  and  not  of  the  Depart- 
ment.   If  necessary,  and  if  time  permitted, 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  having  a 
canplete  copy  of  all  the  documents  relat- 
ing to  the  matter  tabled,  but  I  propose  to 
lay  tlie  papers  on  the  table  of  the  Library 
now,  and  if  Senator  Givens  or  any  other 
honorable  senator  interested  will  indicate 
any  particular  papers  of  which  he .  wants 
copies,  copies  will  be  supplied  to  him  or 
be  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate.  So 
that  every  honorable  senator  may  have 
what  he  wishes,  but  the  file  must  remain 
the  property  of  the  Department.  Every 
information  will  be  made  available,  and, 
if  desired,  copies  of  particular  documents 
will  be  supplied  to  any  hcnwable  senator. 
If  at  a  later  stage  any  honorable  senator 
should  desire  a  copy  of  any  particular 
p(»rtion  of  the  file  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table  we  shall  be  prepared  to  accede  to  his 
request.     I  regret  that  I  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  conversing  with  Senator  E.  J. 
Russell  regarding  the  matter  which  he  has 
brought  forward.    It  was  raised  at  a  time 
when  it  was  impossible  for  ine  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment.   I  have  taken  a  note  of  his  repre- 
sentations, which  I  will  communicate  to 
my  colleague  and  the  chief  executive  offi* 
cers  at  the  earliest  possible  opporttmity. 
Senator  de  Lar^e  has  referred  to  certain 
mail  contracts  in  Western  Australia.  I 
was  in  a  position  to  state  that  the^^  were 
not  ordinary  mail  contracts,  but  mail  con- 
tracts containing  certain  conditions  regard- 
ing trade.    The  matters  to  which  the  non- 
orable  senator  has  referred  are  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Department.      It  has 
been  seeking  the  advice  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  Crown  as  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
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can  call  upon  companies  to  fulfil  certain 
obligations  to  the  public.  I  can  only  as- 
sure the  honorable  smator  that  so  far  as 
it  can  the  Department  will  insist  upon  the 
companies  fulfilling  in  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  the  obligations  which  they  have  in- 
curred, and  the  experience  which  we  have 
been  gaining  in  that  regard  will  be  a  good 
^de  to  us  with  regard  to  the  conditirais 
in  future  ccHitracts. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Executive  Council)  [6.33]. — I 
should  like  to  deal  with  the  various  matters 
which  have  been'  menticKied  by  honorable 
senators,  but  probably  the  wiser  plan  will 
be  for  me  to  state  goierally  that  they  will 
be  duly  represent^  to  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  receive  consideration.  The 
matter  to  which  Senator  Stewart  has  re- 
ferred is  receiving  the  attention  of  my  hon- 
orable col  league,  who  fot  some  days  ,  has 
been  engaged  in  making  certain  inqmries. 
I  was  more  than  surprised  at  the  remarks 
which  fell  from  Senator  Chataway.  He 
referred  to  a  surtax  on  Queensland 
sugar  exported  to  South  Africa.  I  believe 
that  no  sugar  from  that  State  does  go  into 
South  Africa  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Mulcahy. — Some  Queensland 
sugar  did  gfi  there,  I  think. 

Senator  Turmy. — Not  Queensland,  but 
other  sugar. 

Senator  BEST.— On  the  28th  February, 
the  Prime  Minister  took  action  in  regard 
to  this  very  matter,  and  made  certain  re- 
presentations, and  a  conference  is  to  be 
held  ■  within  a  month  or  two.  Senator 
Chataway  asked  in  the  Senate  what  repre- 
sentations had  been  made,  and  thereupon 
the  correspondence  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
disclosing  that  the  Government  were  fully 
alive  to  everything  which  was  gcnng  cmi. 
As  a  ctmference  was  likely  to  take  place 
in  a  short  time,  we — yielding  to  his  sug- 
gestion— went  so  far  as  to  send  a  cable- 
gram on  the  subject,  and  now,  after 
courteously  noticing  his  suggestion,  the 
hcwiorable  senator,  in  a  most  ungenerous 
manner,  has  reproached  us  with  in- 
activity. I  resent  the  attitude  which  he 
has  tak^,  because  we  have  shown  that  we 
are  fully  alire  to  our  duties,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  conserving  the  best  interests  of 
this  industry.  The  matters  which  have 
been  mentioned  by  Sonatas  Sayers  and 
St.  Ledger  will  be  duly  considered  and  re- 
presentations made. 

Que5ti<Hi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

BUI  read  a  third  time. 


SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

Statb  of  Business. 

Senator  BEST  (Victoria— Vice-Presi- 
dent of  tJie  Executive  Council)  [6.37]. — I 
rise  to  move  that  at  its  rising  the  Senate 
should  adjourn  until  Wednesday,  the  39th 
April.  It  is  omtemplated  that  another 
place  will  sit  to-morrow  and  next  week  for 
the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill  —  which  I  had  fondly 
hoped  would  have  reached  the  Senate  to- 
night, so  thait  it  could  be  discussed  to- 
morrow— the  Public  Works  Estimates,  the 
Additional  Estimates  of  Expenditure,  and 
the  Senate's  requests  for  Tariff  alterations. 

Senator  Needham. — Why  not  ask  the 
Senate  to  adjourn  until  the  6th  May? 

Senator  BEST;— The  other  House  will 
be  engaged  with  public  business  on  Tues- 
day, Wednesday,  and  Thursday  next, 
when,  I  believe,  it  will  be  asked  to  ad- 
journ until  the  21st  April. 

Senator  Gray. — Until  the  28th  of  April, 
I  understand. 

Senat9r  BEST. — No.  I  am  advised 
that  it  will  re-assemble  on  the  21st  April, 
to  sit  on  four  days  during  that  week.  The 
question  which  we  have  to  consider  is  the 
probability  of  the  other  House  completing 
the  consideration  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill,  the  Senate's  requests  for  Tariff 
alterations,  and  any  other  incidental  matter 
during  that  period,  I  have  no  desire  to 
bring  honorable  senators  back  tmless  I  have 
a  reasoiiable  prospect  of  keeping  them 
busily  emplc^ed  until  we  ultimately  close 
the  session. 

Senator  Stewart.— I  think  that  the  hcwi- 
orable  senator  had  better  give  us  another 
week. 

Senator  Gray. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Senator  Stewart. — Why  bring  us  down 
from  Queensland  a  week  too  soon? 

Senator  Pearce. — ^And  from  Western 
Australia,  too. 

Senator  BEST. — I  admit  that  there  is 
a  good  deal  to  be  said  from  that  stand- 
point. I  feel  sure  that  honorable  senators 
generally  are  anxious  to  deal  with  the  busi- 
ness as  rapidly  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  a 
prorogation.  I  thought  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  the  other  House  dealing 
with  our  requests  for  Tariff  alteraticms,  so 
that  when  we  returned,  as  I  suggested,  on 
the  29th  April,  we  might  deal  with  its  mes- 
sage. If,  however,  honorable  senators  fear 
that  there  is  a  probability  that  it  will  not 
have  completed  its  work  I^  the  date  I  men- 
tioned  Digitizecf  byLaOOQlC 
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Senator  Gray. — ^There  is  a  very  strong 
probability  that  it  will  not  have  finished  its 

v.ork. 

Senator  BEST. — I  want  to  consult  the 
convenience  of  htmorable  senators,  because 
I  realize  that  they  are  just  as  anxious  as 
the  Government  to  despatch  the  public 
business.  I  hope  that  the  other  House  will 
finish  the  consideration  of  the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill  to-morrow,  and  deal  with 
the  Senate's  requests  for  Tariff  alterations 
next  week. 

Senator  Gray. — No. 

Senator  BEST. — That,  of  course,  we 
cannot  definitely  say.  I  do  not  desire  to 
bring  '  honorable  senators  back  unneces- 
sarily, and  if  there  is  any  general  feeling 
that  the  adjournment  should  be  made  until 
the  6th  May,  of  course,  I  am  not  going  to 
stand  in  their  way. 

Senator  Needham.  —  The  honorable 
senator  might  as  well  move  an  adjourn- 
ment until  that  date. 

Senator  BEST.— Well,  as  that  seems  to 
be  the  general  desire  of  honorable  senators, 
I  move — 

That  tlie  Senate  at  its  rising  adjourn  until 
Wednesday,  the  6th  May,  at  3.30  p.m. 

Senator  Colonel  NEILD  (New  South 
Wales)  [6.41]. — I  only  rise  to  support 
the  proposal  of  the  Minister.  I  was  asked 
by  honorable  senators  on  this  side  to  op- 
pose any  proposal  to  adjourn  until  the 
29th  April  only ;  but,  as  the  Minister  has 
given  way,  I  merely  express  on  their  behalf 
entire  coincidence  with  his  motion. 

Senator  MACFARLANE  (Tasmania) 
[6.42]. — I  also  concur  in  the  proposal  to, 
adjourn  the  Senate  until  the  6th  May,  be- 
cause it  will  be  a  convenience,  not  only  to 
the  representatives  of  Queensland  and 
Western  Australia,  but  also  to  the  Trea- 
surer, who  has  stated  that  it  will  take  the 
other  House  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  to 
deal  with  our  requests  for  Tariff  altera- 
ticms. 

Questiui  reived  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Telegraph  Operators  :  Queensland. 
Motion  (by  Senator  Best)  proposed — 
That  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Senator  ST.  LEDGER  (Queensland) 
[6.43]. — On  behalf  of  Senator  Chataway, 
I  beg  to  ask  the  following  questions,  which 
he,  but  for  his  late  arrival,  would  have 
asked  this  morning — 

t.  Is  the  Telegraph  Department  engaging 
operators   from    the    Railway   Department  of 


Queensland,  and  from  preyiously  discharged 
operators  who  can  pass  a  practical  telegraphy 
test,  without  any  educational  pass  being  re- 
quired ? 

2.  If  so,  are  these  men  paid  better  salaries 
than  the  permanent  officers  who  have  had  to  pass 
both  tests? 

Senator  KEATING  (Tasmania— Minis- 
ter of  Home  Affairs)  [6.44].— The  Public 
Service  Commissioner  has  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing replies  to  the  questims — 

t.  The  Queensland  servicie  being  in  need  of 
competent  operators,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
make  appointments  of  persons  eligible  under 
sections  33  and  34  of  the  Public  Service  Act. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  a  person  appointed  under 
these  sections  to  pass  an  educational  examintftioo 
where  be  previously  occupied  a  clerical  position. 
One  of  the  appointees  was  an  operator  in  the 
Queensland  Railway  Department;  the  others 
were  persons  who,  having  resigned  from  a  limi* 
lar  position  in  the  State  or  Commonwealth*  were 
eligible  for  re-appointment. 

3.  They  were  appointed  at  wliat  was  con- 
sidered a  fair  commencing  salary  for  experienced 
operators.  The  permanent  officers  who  passed 
the  tests  were  possessed  of  less  telegraphic  ex- 
perience; some  are  being  paid  more,  some  equal, 
and  others  lesser  salaries,  according  to  their 
grades  in  the  Service. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Senate  adjourned  at  6.45  p.m. 


J^ouse  of  Heptcsentatibes. 

Thursday^  g  Aprils  igbS. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m. 
and  read  prayers. 

PRIVILEGE  :  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  PROCEDURE. 
Progress  report  (No.  i)  presented  by  Sir 
John  Quick,  and  read  by  the  Clerk,  as 

follows  

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  join  with 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  inquire 
and  report  as  to  the  best  procedure  in  cases  of 
Privilege  and  other  matters  have  the  honour  to 
report  that  they  have  made  progress,  and  re* 
quest  leave  to  report  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
from  time  to  time. 

John  Quick,  Chairman. 
Committee  Room,  9th  April,  1908. 

Report  adopted. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  libellous  statements 
of  the  Bulletin,  alleging  that  bribery  has 
taken  place  in  connexicm  with  members  of 
this  House,  were,  I  think,  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  Prime  Minister  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Sydney  Chamber  of  Manu- 
factures,  of  which,  I  ui^derstand,  Mr. 
Beale,  who  has  9^e«m?4fei@®gHjiarges 
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against  honorable  members,  is  the  Presi- 
dent. Has  the  Prime  Minister  received  a 
letter  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Beale,  and 
will  he  lay  on  the  table  all  the  oorrespCKi- 
dence  relating  to  it  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  know  that  the 
statements  referred  to  contain  libels  of 
honorable  members,  nor  am  I  aware  that 
Mr.  Beale  is  the  present  President  of  the 
Sydney  Chamber  of  Manufactures.  I  have 
not  received  a  letter  from  him  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber lay  on  the  table  the  letter  frwn  the 
Secretary  to  the  Chamber  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly. 

FEDEI^AL  CAPITAL  SITES. 

^^r.  KELLY.— I  beg  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  if  he  will  request  the  Premier  of 
Xew  South  Wales  to  have  a  return  fur- 
nished, showing,  of  areas  within  twenty 
TOiles  of  Dalgety  and  Canberra  respec- 
tively :  <i)  The  persons  to  whom  Crown 
lands  have  been  alienated  since  1st  January, 
1902?  (2)  The  persons  to  whom  real 
estate  other  than  Crown  lands  has  been 
transferred  since  ist  January,  1902?  (3) 
The  present  holders  of  real  estate?  ^4) 
The  present  holders  of  leases  convertible 
into  freehold? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  shall  do  so. 

FRUIT-GROWING  AT  COOMA. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  wish  to  know  from 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  if  it  is 
a  fact  that  he  has  received  a  telegram  from 
Cooma  stating  that,  after  years  of  effort, 
they  have  at  last  succeeded  in  growing  there 
a  wonderful  citron  melon,  weighing  no  less 
than  34  lbs.  ? 

MILITARY  OFFICERS'  UNIFORMS. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Inspector- General 
of  the  Military  Forces,  in  his  report  circu- 
lated to-day,  states  that  the  minimum  ap- 
proximate cost  of  a  junior  officer's  uniform 
is  ;^44  8s.  6d.,  in  which  is  included  j£4 
for  a  sword,  a  weapon  that  for  actual  use 
has  been  discarded  in  the  British  Army  for 
more  than  ten  years.  Does  the  Minister  of 
Defence  propose  to  anbarrass  new  officers 
obtaining  oxnmissions  with  unnecessary  ex- 
penditure of  this  kind? 

Mr.  EWING.— As  the  Prime  Minister 
has  informed  Parliament,  the  subject  of 
military  dress  will  be  dealt  with  drasti- 
<-ally  in  connexion  with  the  new  defence 
scheme.  The  present  cost  of  an  cheer's 
equipment  is  ridiculous.     No  doubt  the 


sword  is  an  ornament  rather  than  a  weapon, 
and  the  propriety  of  G(»itinuing  or  discon- 
tinuing its  use  will  be  amsideied. 

PAPERS 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
foilowing  papers; — 

Federal  Capital  Site — Furttier  correspondrncc 
betwecD  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Premier  of 
New  South  Wales,  ist  to  9th  Ajiril,  190S. 
-  Electoral   RolU,  New   South  Wales,  1906. — 
Removals  and  Additions  of  Names. 

IMMIGRATION :  PAYMENTS  TO 
DR.  ARTHUR. 

Mr.   THOMAS   BROWN   asked  the 

'Prime  Minister,  upon  notice — 

1.  What  amount  of  money,  if  any,  has  been 
paid  on  vouchers  issued  by  Dr.  Arthur,  M.L.A., 
of  Sydney,  from  the  vote  for  immigration  pur- 
poses, and  what  were  the  particulars  of  the 
claims  7 

2.  Did  Dr.  Arthur  make  any  representations 
l9  hit  Department  as  to  the  advisablenet  of  pro- 
viding for  the  extensive  immigration  of  Russian 
Jews,  and,  if  so,  will  the  Prime  Minister  cause 
all  correspondence  relating  to  this  proposal  to 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  meniber's  questions  are — 

1.  The  last  payment  to  the  Immigration 
League  of  Australia,  while  Dr.  Arthur  was 
President,  was  March,  1907.  No  vouchers 
were  supplied,  but  it  is  understood  that  the 
money  was  spent  on  oversea  advertising. 

After  this  financial  year  it  is  not  proposed  to 
subsidize  immigration  leagues  in  Australia. 

2.  There  are  no  representaftons  by  Dr. 
Arthur  in  respect  to  the  proposal  mentioned  in 
the  Department.  It  must  be  clearly  uodet' 
stood  that  no  person  is  ineligible  as  an  im- 
migrant because  he  is  a  Russian,  or  a  Jew,  or 
both. 

SUPPLY  (Formal.) 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Royal  Commission. 

Question.  —  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  Supply — pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat  —  Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [2.39.]. — I  move — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "  That "  be 
left  out  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  the  consideration  of  the  Order  of 
the  Day  be  postponed  until  to-morrow." 

The  debate  on  the  Capital  Site  has  reached 
a  stage  at  which  it  would  be  highly  unde- 
sirable to  interrupt  it,  while  the  plea  that 
the  discussion  of  grievances  is  urgent  can- 
not be  made,  seeing  that  we  have  only  just 
dealt  with  the  Estimates,  and  will  very 
shortly  have  under  con»deraticxiithe  Addi- 
tional £stimatcsieitizE«$r}L:ft^s^e^rievanoe 
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Po^  and 


in  connezicm  with  the  various  branches  of 
the  Service  has  been,  or  can  sooa  be,  venti- 
lated. C(Hisequently,  I  venture  to  submit  that 
in  the  interest  of  piU>lic  business,  and  with 
a  view  to  closing  the  sessim  within  a  rea- 
sonable period,  it  is  not  necessary  to  set 
apart  to-day  for  that  purpose,  especially  as 
to  do  so  would  interrupt  the  important  de- 
bate on  the  Capital  Site  now  proceeding. 
An  arrangement  embracing  all  parties  has 
been  arrived  at.  I  trust  that  my  pro- 
posal will  commend  itself  to  the  Hcmse. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  The  Standing  Orders  pro- 
vide specifically  that  every  third  Thursday 
shall  be  s^  apart  for  this  particular  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
I  doiJjt  whether  the  motion  can  be  post- 
poned for  any  time. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  standing  order 
to  which  attqntion  has  been  called  is  Na 
241,  and  after  sett'.ng  out  that  the  Speaker 
shall  leave  the  chair  when  either  the  Com- 
mittee of  SuK)ly  or  the  C<»iunittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  r^rted  progress, 
it  goes  on  to  say — ■ 

Except  that  while  the  Committee  •£  Supply 
and  Ways  and  Means  are  open,  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day  oa  every  third  Thursday  shall  be 
either  Supply  or  Ways  and  Means,  and  on  that 
Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  the  question  aball 
be  proposed  "That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair,"  to  which  question  any  member  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  address  the  House,  or  move  any 
amendment  thereon. 

Every  point  in  that  standing  order  has 
been  satisfied.  The  order  of  the  day  has 
appeared  on  the  third  Thursday,  and  I 
have  read  it  es  retjuired ;  and  any  honor- 
able member,  the  Prime  Minister  being 
one,  may  speak  to  the  motion,  or  may 
move  an  amendment,  as  he  has  done.  The 
whole  matter  is,  therefore,  fully  in  order. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — ^Will  you,  sir,  ac- 
cept an  amaidment  on  the  amendment 
proposed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
lx;r  will  see  that  the  question  put  from  the 
Chair  is,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  question."  If 
the  words  are  left  out  it  will  then  be 
open  for  any  honorable  member  to  move 
an  amendment,  adding  to  or  subtracting 
from  the  words  proposed  by  the  Prime 
Minister ;  but  I  cannot  accept  an  amend- 
ment until  the  question,  whether  the  words 
shall  or  shall  not  be  struck  out,  has  been 
dealt  with. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [2.43].— I  am 
more  then  surprised  at  the  action  of  the 
l^rime  Minister. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honor- 
able mefiiber  mean  to  say  that  he  did  not 
Imow  this  amen(bnent  was  to  be  proposed  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  always  say  what 
I  mean,  and  I  am  not  at  all  inclined  to 
bury  any  knowledge  that  I  have.  For 
several  months  past,  in  "the  interests  of 
Government  business,  we  have  been  de- 
prived of  the  time  usually  allotted  to  pri- 
vate members'  business,  and  we  have, 
thereifore,  not  been  able  to  ventilate  seme 
questions  of  great  public  importance.  I 
do  not  'chink  that  the  motion  to-dav  IS  Si 
fair  return  for  the  ccmsideration  which  has 
hitherto  been  shown  to  the  Government 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^These  questitms 
haxe  waited  so  l<mg,  that  they  might  well 
wait  another  day  until  'the  Capital  Site 
question  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Now  that  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Capital  Site  question  has 
been  entered  upon,  it  does  not  matter 
whether  it  occupies  a  day  or  two,  more  or 
less.  Grievance  day  is  the  only  chance 
which  private  members  have  to  submit  ques- 
tions which  they  regard  as  impcx'tant 
in  the  public  interest.  For  something  like 
six  mcHiths  past  I  have  had  a  motion  on 
the  notice-paper,  and  I  had  intended  to 
submit  it  to-day  under  the  standing  order 
which  has  just  been  quoted.  I  desired  to 
move  that  the  words  of  the  motion  be  de- 
leted, with  a  view  to  inserting  an  amend- 
ment to  the  effect  that  a  Royal  Commission 
be  appointed  to  report  on  the  oi^anization 
and  working  of  the  Post  and  Tel^aph 
Department. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
has  '*  jimiped  "  my  proposal. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Later  on,  if  I  have 
an  opportunity,  I  shall  tell  the  honorable 
member  the  reascm  I  have  taken  this  course. 
If  CTie  question  more  than  another  should 
receive  the  sympathetic  consideraticn  of  the 
Government,  it  is  the  question  involved  in 
the  proposal  I  have  just  foreshadowed.  I 
do  not  intend  to  discuss  the  matter  now, 
but  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
Prime  Minister  will  recognise  the  rights 
of  private  members,  and  afford  them  the 
opportunitv  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Honorable  members  certainly  ought  to  have 
some  consideration  shown  to  them,  in  view 
of  the  consideration  which  they  have  shown 
to  the  Government  for  many  months 
past.  The  sole  object  of  my  proposal 
IS  to  obtain  an  effective  inquiry  into 
the  anomalies  and  injustices  which  are  al- 
leged to  CTist  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department.  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [2.48].— I, 
too,  am  surprised  at  the  attitude  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  I  take  the  view  that  rH>  such 
step  as  that  now  proposed  should  be  taken — 
that  the  recognised  order  of  business  should 
not  be  interfered  with — without  honorable 
mendiers  having  extended  to  them  the  cour- 
tesy of  a  notice  of  intention  to  that  end 
on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  is 
known  that  opportunity  is  dfered  under 
standing  order  241  to  honorable  members 
to  ventilate  questions  if  they  so  desire; 
and,  therefore,  I  repeat  that  it  would  have 
been  only  courteous  on  the  part  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  signify  his  intention  to 
submit  an  amendment  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  proposed  postptme- 
ment  is  only  until  tomoriovr. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— When  does  "to-mor- 
row "  crane?  Does  the  honorable  member 
for  Corio  think  I  am  simple  enough  to 
think  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  likely  to 
give  honorable  members  an  opportunity  to- 
morrow ?  If  the  Prime  Minister  will  say 
that  he  will  allow  private  members'  busi- 
ness to  be  debated  to-morrow,  I  shall  sit 
down. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  not  my  motion. 
It  is  now  proposed  to  go  into  Supply ;  and 
private  members'  business  cannot  bs  dealt 
with  in  CcKmnittee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Prime  Minister 
knows  that  it  is  possible  under  standing 
order  24!  for  an  honorable  member  to 
introduce  certain  items  of  private  business. 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  can  be  daie  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Nothing  of  the  kind; 
but  if  the  Prime  Minister  will  give  me  axi 
assurance  

Mr.  Salmon. — Xo  assurance  is  needed. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  know  the  honorable 
member  does  not  ask  for  any  assurance ; 
he  is  apologizing  now  for  an  extraordinary 
position. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  am  merely  stating  a 
fact. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  my  humble  judg- 
ment, it  is  not  a  fact.  If  the  hwior- 
able  member  for  Gwydir  is  not  able 
to  introduce  his  proposal  to-day,  it 
will  of  course,  be  postpCMied  until 
the  third  Thursday  from  now,  and 
I  understand  that  the  Prime  Minister 
anticipates  that  the  Gmernment  will  then 
be  safely  in  recess.  The  Prime  Minister 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydij,  on  the  motion  that 
vou,  Mr.  Speaker,  do  now  leave  the  chair, 


and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  intended  to  submit  an 
amendment  expressing  very  definitely  his 
views  regarding  the  chaotic  state  of  the 
Postmaster  •  General' s  Department ,  and  I 
ask  him  whether  he  thinks  that  his  Govern- 
ment is  taking  up  a  decent  attitude  in  re- 
fusing the  boncnrable  member  the  cHily  op>- 
portunity  open  to  him  to  take  that  course  ? 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  amendment  before 
the  Chair  is  that  the  motion  be  postponed 
until  to-mcnrow. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that,  if  the  Prime  Minister's 

proposal  were  agreed  to,  we  should  be  in 
a  positicm  to  discuss  grievances  to-morrow  ? 
Does  he  not  know  that  Government  busi- 
ness in  the  ordinary  course  takes  prece- 
dence? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  amendment  provides  that  the 
question  of  the  House  resolving  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  Supply  be  postpmied  until 
to-morrow.  The  terms  of  standing  order 
241,  however,  are  clear,  and  undoubtedly 
confine  the  discussion  of  grievances  on  a 
formal  supply  motion  to  the  third  Thursday 
in  every  month.  That  being  so,  I  should 
like  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  we 
should  be  able  to-morrow  to  discuss  grie- 
vances in  the  terms  of  the  standing  order. 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  there  is  any  doubt  on 
the  question,  I  should  like  to  be  hcird. 
The  motion  that  the  House  resolve  itst'lf 
into  Committee  of  Supply  affords  l.oiior- 
able  members  an  opportunity  to  bring  for- 
ward grievances.  ^Iy  object  in  moving  its 
postponement  is  that  we  may  resume  and 
complete,  according  to  our  express  under- 
standing, the  debate  on  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Will.  Provided  that  is  done,  it  is 
my  intention  to-morrow  to  ask  the  House, 
in  the  terms  of  the  amendment,  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  to  deal  with  the  Ad- , 
diti(Hial  Estimates.  The  consideration  of 
those  Additional  Estimates  will  offer  exactly 
the  sapfie  opportunity  for  the  discussion  of 
grievances  as  does  this  motion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  could  we  pro- 
ceed with  the  formal  motion  to-morrow? 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  could  move  that  an  item  in  the 
Additional  Estimates  be  reduced  by  £1,  to 
enable  him  to  discuss  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion or  any  other  question. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  he  could  not  submit 
the  moticm  which  he  has  indicated,  and  th6 
Prime  Minister  knows  Uv^^^^I^ 
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Mr.  Deakin. — He  could  take  an  exactly 
equivalent  course,  which  would  enable  the 
question  to  be  brought  forward  in  a  most 
effective  way,  and  with  the  same  result. 

Mr.  Reid. — As  a  matter  of  courtesy  to 
the  House  the  Prime  ^^inlster  should  have 
given  notice  of  his  proposal  to  vary  the 
terms  of  standing  order  241.  I  apprehend 
that  however  fully  disposed  the  Prime  Min- 
ister may  be  to  carry  out  what  he  suggests, 
there  is  a  serious  difficulty  in  the  way,  be- 
cause no  resolution  of  this  House  can  alter 
the  terms  of  a  standing  order.  The  Stand- 
ing Orders  remain  supreme.  If  the  course 
outlined  by  the  Prime  Minister  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  open  to-morrow  to 
any  honorable  member  to  call  your  atten- 
tion, Mr.  Speaker,  to  standing  order  241, 
and  in  view  of  its  terms  I  am  afraid  that 
it  would  be  your  duty,  sir,  to  rule  that 
there  could  be  no  discussion  of  grievances 
in  the  House  on  the  motion  that  you  do 
leave  the  chair,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  save  on 
the  third  Thursday  in  everv  month.  Since 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  has  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  taking  advantage  of 
the  undoubted  right  possessed  by  every  hon- 
orable member  under  standing  order  241, 
to  review  the  actions  of  the  Government — 
since  the  honorable  member  has  given  notice 
ot  his  intenticm  to  do  so  

Mr.  Salmon. — When  did  he  give  notice? 

Mr.  Reid. — A  few  moments  ago.  The 
Prime  Minister  onlv  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  submit  the  proposition  now  be- 
tore  the  Chair  a  few  minutes  before  then. 
This  difF.culty  might  have  been  avoided 
had  the  Prime  Minister  taken  the  House 
into  his  confidence  yesterday.  I  am  afraid 
that  if  the  honorable  gentleman's  sugges- 
tion be  adopted,  and  a  point  of  order  is 
taken  to-morrow,  you  will  have  to  rule, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  under  the  standing  order 
in  question  you  cannot  permit  the  d:scus»on 
of  ^'rievances  on  a  formal  Supply  motion  on 
;i  Friday.  I  think  that  since  the  honor- 
r.ble  member  has  intimated  his  intention  of 
reviewing  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
on  this  Order  of  the  Dav,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter is  bound,  ns  a  matter  of  dignity,  to 
withdraw  his  proposal. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Then  the  debate  on  the 
Real  of  Goveriunent  Bill  is  not  to  be  re- 
sumed to-day  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  should  rather  have  that  de- 
bate resumed. 

Mr,  Deakin. — It  does  not  seem  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  understand  that 
the  Prime  Minister  contends  that  if  the 


amendment  moved  by  him  is  carried  there 
may  be  an  t^portunity  for  the  hmiorable 

member  for  Gwydir  to-morrow  to  bring  for- 
ward what  is  substantially  the  same  moticm 
as  he  now  desires  to  submit.  Standing 
order  241  seems  to  make  it  fairly  clear  that 
there  will  not  be  the  same  opportunity. 
The  honorable  member  would  certainly  be 
unable  to  bring  forward  the  question  in  the 
House,  although  he  might  ventilate  it  in 
Committee.  I  do  not  know  what  his  ob* 
ject  is,  but  under  standing  order  241  every 
honorable  member  is  intended  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  bring  forward  any  griev- 
ance in  the  House  while  you,  sir,  are  in 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Frazer. — And  to  press  it  to  a  di\i- 
sion. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  to  press  it  to 
a  division  in  the  House.  Although,  as 
suggested  by  the  Prime  Minister,  the  hon- 
orable member  might  be  able  in  Committee 
to  debate  the  same  subject,  the  initiation  of 
a  general  discussitm  upon  it  in  Committee 
might  be  totally  foreign  to  the  honorable 
member's  purpose.  The  standing  order 
reads — 

On  the-  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  for  the 
Committee  of  Supply  or  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,' the  Speaker  shall  put  the  question 
"That  I  do  now  leave  the  chair";  but  where 
either  of  these  Committees  has  reported  pro* 
gress,  the  Speaker  shall  leave  the  chair  without 
putting  any  question,  on  the  Order  of  the  Day 
being  read. 

In  ordinary  circumstances  there  can  be  no 
debate  in  the  House — 

Except  that  while  the  Committee  of  Sunoly 
and  Ways  and  Means  are  open,  the  first  Order 
of  the  Day  on  every  third  Thursday  shall  be 
either  Supply  or  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  on 
that  Order  of  the  Day  being  read  the  question 
shall  be  proposed — 

That  is  in  the  House — 

"  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,'* 
to  which  question  any  member  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  address  the  House,  or  move  any 
amendment  thereon. 

Thus  the  honorable  member  would  have  a 
full  opportunity  on  such  a  motion  to  dis< 
cuss  in  the  House  the  subject  to  which  re- 
ference has  been  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  doubt  whether  he 
could  do  so  on  the  Additional  Estimates. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvtne.^ — ^It  is  very  doubt- 
ful;  I  do  not  think  the  Standing  Orders 
could  be  so  stretched  as  to  enable  him  to 
reach  the  point  that  he  desires. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  had  no  hesitation 
in  determining  the  ruling  which  I  ought  to 
give.      I  listened  to  t^  Prime  Nlinister, 
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the  leader  of  the  Oppositicm,  and  the  hon- 
orable memb^  fox  Flinders,  because,  as 
there  seemed  to  be  some  feeling  in  the 
House,  1  thought  that  if  any  light  could 
be  thrown  upon  the'  matter,  I  ought  not 
to  refuse  to  allow  that  to  be  done.  My  un- 
hesitating opinion  is  that  the  action  which 
has  been  taken,  so  far  is  well  within  the 
powers  and  directions  of  the  Standing 
Order.  But,  of  course,  it  is  most  clear — 
as  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders,  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney,  and  the  Prime 
Minister — that  the  carrying  of  this  amend 
ment  will  disp(»e  of  grievanre-day  iot  three 
weeks,  and  that  whilst  the  Order  of  the  Day 
fox  going  into  Supply  would — ^if  the  amend- 
ment were  carried— be  set  down  for  to-mor- 
row, I  should  leave  the  chair  upon  that 
Order  of  the  Day  being  reached  without 
any  motion  whatever.  There  is  no  doubt 
upon  that  point. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  that  mean  that  the 
consideration  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  must  be  postponed  until  after  griev- 
ances have  been  discussed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  see  clearly  that  we  must  proceed 
with  the  consideration  of  Supply  until  a 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  upcm  the 
amendment  submitted  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Now  I  understand  the 
action  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  trust  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie,  who  was 
so  dogmatic  in  his  utterances  a  short 
time  ago,  has  since  received  a  little 
enlightenment  upon  the  meanihg  of  the 
standing  order  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  One  might  have  expected  more 
accurate  advice  from  an  ex-Chairman  of 
Committees  than  was  forthcoming.  It  is 
refreshing  to  know  that  the  action  of  the 
Prime  Minister  this  afternoon  was  delibe- 
rately designed  to  prevent  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  pressing  to  a  division 
his  motion  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Postal  Department. 

Sir  William  Lyme.  —  The  honorable 
member  has  no  right  to  say  that  the  Prime 
Minister's,  amendment  was  deliberately  de- 
signed to  achieve  that  result. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  Prime  Minister  him- 
self has  admitted  that  if  his  amendment  be 
carried,  the  hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir 
will  be  able  to  ventilate  his  grievances  in  re- 
gard to  Postal  administration  only  by  moving 
for  a  reducticm  of  the  amount  provided  for 
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Postal  purposes  upon  the  Additional  Esti- 
mates. I  have  not  been  a  member  of  thi:- 
House  for  a  nun^r  of  years  without  getting 
beyond  the  childish  stage,  and  without  learn- 
ing that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  hwior- 
able  member  to  obtain  satisfaction  by  fol- 
lowing that  line  of  action.  The  only  wax 
in  which  the  honorable  member  can  obtain 
satisfaction  is  bv  submitting  a  definite 
motion.  If  the  Government  are  preparer' 
to  justify  their  administration  of  the  Postal 
Department,  why  do  they  not  give  him  an 
opiwrtunity  of  bringing  forward  his  pro- 
posal ?  But  instead  of  doing  that  the 
Prime  Minister  practically  proposes  to 
shelve  the  moticHi  of  the  honorable  member 
for  three  weeks,  knowing  full  well  that  by 
the  end  of  that  period  he  hopes  to  be  in  the 
safe  haven  of  recess.  It  is  grossly  unfair 
that  the  Prime  Minister  should  submit  <Ln 
amendment  of  this  character  without  notice, 
and  thus  place  honorable  members  who  op- 
pose it  under  the  imputation  of  delaying  the 
transaction  of  other  important  business. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  been  in  office  for 
six  years,  and  yet  he  has  only  to-day  mani- 
fested this  burning  anxiety  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Federal  Capital  question.  His 
wonderful  enthusiasm  to  get  that  question 
settled  immediately  is  positively  alarming. 
Strangely  enough,  it  is  manifested  on  the 
last  Thursday  afternoon  upon  which  pri- 
vate members  have  an  opportunity  of  ven- 
tilating their  grievances  against  the  Go- 
vernment before  going  into  recess. 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  honorable  member 
knows  that  his  statement  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Private  members  have 
had  since  Christmas  only  one  Thursday 
upon  which  to  air  their  grievances,  and  by 
commtKi  consent  that  was  devoted  to  the 
discussi(Hi  of  the  question  of  old-age  pen- 
si(Xis. 

Mr.  StorKEr. — But  I  am  speaking  of 
the  Federal  Capital  question. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  deny  that  the  Government  have 
been  in  office  for  a  number  of  years  with- 
out dealing  with  that  matter  ? 

Mr.  Storrer. — The  question  was  settled 
years  ago. 

Mr.  FRAZER.  —  When  the  discussion 
upon  it  is  resumed  I  intend  to  take  up  the 
attitude  that  the  selection  of  the  Federal 
Capital  has  already  been  definitely  deter- 
mined. But  the  Government  do  not  take 
up  any  such  attitude.  On  the  contrary, 
should  the  name  "  Dalgety "  be  deleted 
from  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  they 
are  willing  to  bggjjjeJli^QigtefffcEeeding's 
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de  novo.  I  do  think  that  the  Government 
might,  at  least,  have  given  notice  of  their 
intenti<Hi  to  move  in  the  direction  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  daie. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.9].— In  listen- 
ing to  the  remarks  of  the  h<xiorabIe  member 
for  Kalgoorlie  one  might  almost  be  tempted 
to  imagine  that  the  Prime  Minister  had 
ccxnmitted  a  great  wrong.  But  I  would 
remind  him  that  upcsi  last  grievance  day 
the  privileges  of  private  members  were 
filched  from  them  by  the  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party,  who  made  use  of  the  very 
machinery  which  the  Prime  Minister  him- 
self is  employing  to-day. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook.  —  With  the  encour- 
agement and  suppOTt  of  the  Government.- 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  To-day  the  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  laments  the  employ- 
ment of  that  machinery  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, although  he  applauded  its  use  three 
weeks  ago  by  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party. 
I  cannot  understand  why  the  honorable 
member  fot  Kalgoorlie,  who  to-day  has 
thtered  a  tirade  of  abuse  against  the  Prime 
Minister  for  taking  away  the  privilege  of 
discussing  grievances,  allowed  the  leader 
of  his  party,  on  our  last  grievance 
day,  to  do  the  very  same  thing.  I  am 
desirous  of  settling  the  Capital  Site  ques- 
tion ;  bJt  I  cannot  help  saying  that  the 
Prime  Minister  has  set  a  bad  eiample  in 
blanketing  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  and  others  who  desire  to  take 
advantage  of  the  formal  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  Su^Jly.  At  the  same  time, 
I  ask  what  will  become  of  grievance  day, 
if  honorable  members  who  have  put  notices 
on  the  business -pa per  are  allowed  to  with- 
draw them  r.t  the  last  moment,  and  prac- 
tically move  them  as  amendments  to  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
Is  it  to  be  in  future  a  case  of  first  come 
first  sen'ed? 

Mr.  DEAKIX  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [3. 12].  —  Yesterday  I 
arrived  at  an  arrangement  with  all  the 
leaders  of  the  House  for  taking  at  about 
half-past  5  this  afternoon  the  division  on 
the  proposed  amendment  in  the  Seat  of 
Government  Bill,  so  that,  if  necessary, 
there  could  be  a  final  ballot  to-night. 
That  agreement  embraced  all  secticHis  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — When  the  under- 
standing was  arrived  at,  'the  fact  that  this 
would  be  grievance  day  was  not  men- 
tioned. 


Mr.  DEAKIK.— That  is  so.  Had  it 
occurred  to  me  then,  I  slxnild  have  given 
notice  of  my  intention  to  move  the  amend- 
ment, as  in  the  ordinary  course  would  have 
been  my  duty.  But  after  the  assurances 
received  frcHn  all  secticxis,  I  assumed  it  to 
be  the  desire  of  the  House,  as  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  Ministry,  to,  dispose  of  the 
Federal  Capital  question  definitely  to-day. 
Under  .the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the 
session,  I  never  anticipated  any  opposition 
evra  to-day,  having  found  that  the  griev- 
ance motion  was  due,  except  from  honor- 
able members  who  desired  to  submit  spedfic 
questions  ioi  considoratioo.  As  in  not 
giving  notice  of  my  intention  to  move  the 
amendment,  I  have  taken  them  at  a  dis- 
advantage, and  the  explicit  understanding 
1  mentiuied  is  being  departed  from  by  the 
Opposition,  the  House  being  threatened 
with  a  long  debate  cm  the  amendment,  I 
beg  leave  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  wish  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — An  amendment  can 
be  withdrawn  <Hily  by  leave  of  the  House. 
Is  it  the  pleasure  of  honorable  members 
that  the  Prime  Minister  have  leave? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  make  an 
explanaticHi. 

Mr.  Crouch.—- 'Whv  does  not  the  honor- 
able member  say  that  he  wants  to  Mode 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.- — That  is  as  mean 
as  "the  speech  whirfi  we  have  just  Heard. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  shall  have  to  name 
ait  honorable  member  if  interruptions  con- 
tinue.   The  question  cannot  be  debated 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [3.16].— I 
move — • 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "Th*t'* 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  t9  insert  in  liea 
thereof  the  words,  "  a  Royal  Commission  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upoa  the 
Postal,  Telegraph,  and  Telephone  systems  of 
the  Commonwealtb,  and  the  working  thereof." 

For  some  months  I  have  had  on  the  notice- 
paper  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ad- 
ministraltion  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,  while  another  h(Hi(»able  mem- 
ber has  given  notice  of  his  intention  tt> 
mm-e  fox  the  aj^intment  of  a  Royal 
Coomiission.  I  gave  notice  of  my  motioa 
at  the  beginning  ^  the  sesslm,  when  Vbera 
was  ample  time  for  the  Committee  to  make 
considerable  progress  witli  the  inquiiy ; 
but  we  are  now  g^ti?«S«^fe^gteo'  ^ 
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session  that  it  would  be  useless  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  motiOTi,  because  nothing 
couid  be  done  under  it.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister has  told  the  House  that  I  shall  have 
an  opportunity  to  place  my  views  before 
honorable  m«nbers  during  the  consideration 
of  the  Additional  Estimates,  and  that  I 
had  such  an  <9p(^unity  during  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  ordinary  Estimates.  That 
is  so;  but  I  did  not  take  that  course,  be- 
cause of  the  importance  which  I  attach  to 
the  subject,  and  because,  as  hcMiorable  mem- 
bers are  aware,  it  could  have  had  no  prac- 
tical result.  As  to  the  comparative  advan-. 
tages  of  a  Select  Committee  and  a  Cabinet 
COTimittee  for  the  purposes  of  inquiring 
into  the  administraition  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  there  can  be  no 
question,  though  the  Postmaster-General 
declared  the  other  night  that  a  mem- 
ber of  the  British  Parliament  cmoe  stated 
that  a  Committee  could  not  investi- 
gate the  affairs  of  sq  intricate  a  Depart- 
ment. My  present  action  is  not  talcoi  frith 
a  view  to  censure  the  Postmaster-General. 
I  have  no  quarrel  with  the  Government. 
My  desire  is  to  assist  in  the  solution  of  a 
difficult  question,  rather  than  to  harass 
those  who  differ  from  rae  in  regard  to  the 
method  of  investigation.  The  statement  of 
the  Postmaster- General  was  opposed  to  the 
practice  of  a  number  of  British  Govern- 
ments, which  have  from  time  to  time  agreed 
to  the  appointment  of  Cc»nmittees  to  in- 
vestigate postal  administratioi.  In  1903, 
a  Committee  of  private  individuals  was 
appointed  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  to 
investigate  the  conduct  of  affairs  by  those 
in  charge  of  the  British  Post  Office.  That 
Committee,  although  awnposed  of  business 
men,  recommended  increases  in  wages  and 
salaries  of  from  10  to  15  per  cent.  Par- 
liament, however,  decided  not  to  act  upon 
its  report.  Since  then  we  have  had  in 
England  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  and 
the  Hobhouse  Ccmimittee.  The  report  of 
the  last-named  Committee  induced  the 
British  Postmaster-General  to  accept  its 
unanimous  recommenddtitms,  although  they 
involved  an  additional  expenditure  of 
something  like  000.000.  Mr.  Buxton, 
instead  of  adopting  the  attitude  of  our 
Postmaster-General,  thought  that,  in  fair- 
ness to  both  the  Department  and  the  pub- 
lic, a  Committee  should  be  appointed,  and 
the  Hobhouse  Committee  was  appointed  on 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Speaking  before  the 
Committee  was  appointed,  Mr.  Buxton  is 
reported  to  have  said— and  I  contrast  this 
[369]— a 


statement  with  that  quoted  by  the  Post- 
master-General the  other  night — ■ 

When  he  took  ,  up  the  bODOrable  po«tioD  of 
Postmastei-Geoeral  it  appeared  to  bim  that  the 
position  was  such  that  the  various  grades  of  the 
service  were  entitled,  not  to  the  sort  of  in- 
quiries it  had  had  previously  in  regard  to 
questions  of  conditions  and  pay ;  but  to  go  be- 
fore the  highest  tribunal  in  this  country — a  Par- 
liamentary Committee — and  ask  that  they  should 
consider  the  questions  on  the  evidence  put  before 
them  from  vartous  quarters,  and  that  their  de- 
cision rfioutd  for  the '  moment  at  any  rate,  be 
taken  as  final.  He  was  sure  whatever  may 
have  been  the  difBciiIties  experienced  in  the  past 
in  this  matter,  that  such  an  inquiry  would  do 
a  great  deal  of  good.  He  felt  very  strongly 
that  the  personal  relations  between  the  various 
grades  did  far  more  to  lead  to  a  satisfactory 
settlement  of  di£Bcult  questions  tliaa  any  number 
of  memorials,  letters,  petition^,  and  such  like, 
bccaus:  those  sometimes  led  to  misunderstand- 
ing, and  often  aggravated  the  position. 

That  was  the  advice  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  of  Great  Britain  shortly  after  his 
accession  to  office.  The  CommcHiwealth 
Postmaster-General  has  practically  just 
succeeded  to  the  position,  and  the  circum- 
stances here  are  similar  to  those  which  pre- 
vailed at  Home.  And  I  do  not  think  he 
could  do  better  than  follow  the  example  of 
Mr.  Sydney'  Buxton,  and  remit  the  inquiry 
to  a  Select  Committee  or  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion. The  (Ejects  I  have  in  view  are  very 
similar  to  those  which  the  British  Post- 
master-General sought  to  attain,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  subjects  of  inquiry 
by  the  British  Select  Ommiittee — 

Favoritism,  pensions,  sick  leave,  chief  medical 
officer,  sanitation,  auxiliary  or  temporary  labour, 
board  of  works,  promotion,  lavatory  accommo- 
dation, bank  holidays,  telegraphists'  leave,  the 
wages  of  male  telegraphists.  Sunday  dutv  of 
female  telegraphists,  wages  of  London  postmen, 
sub-postmasters,  provisional  inspectors,  and  pro- 
visional overseers. 

I  am  sure  that  any  one  who  has  seen  the 
report  of  that  Select  Committee  would  wel- 
come similar  results  in  the  case  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Post  and  Telegraph  service.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  express  my  own 
opinion  as  to  those  results.  It  would  be 
better  to  quote  the  British  Postmaster- 
General  on  the  point.  Speaking  at  South- 
ampton, Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  said — 

The  demand  of  the  staff  for  the  appointment  of 
such  a  Committee  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  reason- 
able one,  in  view  of  all  that  had  gone  before. 

The  British  Postmaster-General,  it  will  1  e 
seen,  did  not  propose  to  appoint  any  Cabi- 
net COTimittee,  but  to  move  for  the  creation 
of  one  of  the  highest  tribunals,  namely,  a 
Select  Committee.  Before  this  Select  Com- 
mittee was  appcHnted  in  England,  the  vari- 
ous associations  of  employes — which,  very 
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.■ightly,  are  recognised  by  the  authorities  in 
Great  Britain  just  as  they  are  in  Australia 
—held  a  referendum  as  to  whether  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  kind  should  be  asked  for. 
The  voting  was  overwhelmingly  in  the 
ifErmative;  and  thereupon  the  Postmaster- 
General  took  action.  That  honorable  gen- 
tleman, in  his  speech  at  Southampton, 
■vent  on  to  say — 

I  theiefore  proposed,  cjuitc  early  in  the  fiist 
.ession  of  this  Parliament,  the  appointment'  of 
.t  Select  Committee,  and  ill  appointment  was 
eceived  with  gratification. 

And  I  venture  to  say  that  the  appointment 
>f  a  Royal  C6mmissi<xi,  such  as  I  propose, 
would  be  received  with  gratification,  not 
only  by  the  officers  of  the  Department,  but 

ly  the  public  generally,  who  have  suffered 
■iuch  serious  inconvenience  during  the  last 
few  years.   The  British  Postmaster-General 

vent  on  to  say — 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  by  tlic  Hous= 
was  representative  of  all  parties  in  the  House, 
;he  terms  of  reference  were  wide,  and  the 
.-at  ions  classes  of  post-office  servants  (except  in 

ome  smaller  classes)  stated  their  case  to  the 
Committee.    The  fairness  and  thoroughness  of 

he  Committee  was  acknowledged  at  the  time. 

The  Committee,  after  exhaustive  -  inquiry,  pre- 

.ented  a  report  unanimous  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
lions  of  remuneration. 

Are  t^iese  words  not  sufiicient  to  induce  the 
Prime  Minister  to  take  a  more  practical 
and  up-to-date  view  of  this  questicm?  1 
have  had  a  notice  of  motion  in  regard  to 
:his  matter  on  the  notice-paper  for  about 
six  months;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  in 
August  last,  when  I  drew  aside  the  veil, 
and  disclosed  the  sweating  and  unrighteous 
treatment  suffered  by  officers,  who  are 
loy^ally  serving  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Postmaster- General 
were  just  as  much  surprised  at  the  disclo- 
sures as  were  other  honorable  members  and 
the  public  generally.  It  seems  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  those  honorable  gentlemen  could 
not  have  realized  the  extent  of  the  evil  which 
is  honeycombing  this  great  Department.  I 
quoted  frcmi  no  hearsay  stories,  or  from  the 
evidence  of  any  who  rnight  be  described  as 
spies,  but  from  the  ofi^ial  re|)Orts  of  the 
Department.  In  answer  to  me  at  that  time, 
the  Postmaster- General  said  he  would  have 
inquiries  made,  and  later  he  informed  me 
that  a  subsequent  report  did  not  indorse 
the  statements  I  had  made  previously. 
How|ever,  a  very  long  time  afterwards  I 
obtained  a  copy  of  that  subsequent  report, 
and  though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
delivery  was  unnecessarily  delaved,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  does  not  seriously  affect 
the  general  question.  However  that  may 
3ir.  Webster. 


be,  I  can  infwm  hcHwrable  members  that 
that  subsequent  report  practically  indorsed 
all  I  had  said  when  I  spoke  in  August  last. 
I  then  stated  that  32,000  hours  of  over- 
time had  been  wtvked  in  the  General  Post 
Office,  Sydney,  by  the  cl«ical  and 
other  branches ;  and,  00  that  point, 
the  subsequ«it  report  does  not  deny 
the  fact,  but  arrives  at  another  con- 
clusion by  calculating  on  a  different  basis. 
In  the  first  report  the  overtime  was  cal- 
culated frcHD  half-past  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  whereas  in  the  second  report  it 
is  calculated  from  half-past  5  o'clock ; 
and  thus,  of  course,  there  is  a  difference 
in  the  total  number  of  hours.  If  any 
further  proof  be  needed  of  the  statements 
I  made  in  August  last,  a$  to  a  condition 
of  affairs  which  has  become  more  intense 
year  by  year,  I  refer  honorable  members  to 
the  Treasurer's  statement  that,  sin<x  that 
time,  1,500  additional  hands  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  Sydney  General  Post  Office. 
That  fact  speaks  much  more  forcibly  than 
any  language  at  my  command. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Has  not  the  appointmerft 
of  these  1,500  additicmal  hands  cured  tho 
evil"? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  sorr>'  to  say 

that  the  mere  appointment  of  men  cannot 
cure  the  evils  which  are  so  deep-rooted  in 
this  Department.  According  to  the  Trea- 
surer, there  is  a  still  larger  number  of 
temporary  hands  than  before,  and,  though 
I  may  be  wrongly  informed  on  flie  point, 
I  cannot  quite  understand  the  position.  I 
may  point  out  that  the  32,000  hours 
of  overtime  in  the  clerical  and  other 
branches  of  the  General  Post  Office,  Syd- 
ney, do  not  by  any  means  represent  the 
overtime  worked  by  postal  officials  through- 
out the  S'tate  of  New  South  Wales.  That 
overtime  represents  about  800  c^icial 
weeks  of  labour  given  for  nothing — a  wear- 
ing down  of  men,  a  breaking  of  hearts, 
and  the  forcing  of  good  officials  out  of 
the  service  before  their  time.  The  Post- 
master-General and  the  Government  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  make  full  inquiry 
and  apply  a  remetly.  In  the  subsequent 
reix>rt  to  which  I  have  referred  the  officers 
compute  the  total  overtime  at  28,030 
hours ;  and  this  is  iust  about  the  figure 
that  would  be  arrived  set  by  deducting  the 
hour  as  represented  bv  the  difference  be- 
tween half-ixist  4  o'clock  and  half-past  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  On  this  .point 
the  reply  of  the  Postmaster- General  was — 

The    hours  of   overtime   worked  in  clerical 
branches  amount  tqoilftmj  VfepCM^leovercd 
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being  from  ist  January,  1906,  or  various  sub- 
sequent dates,  to  30th  September,  1907,  with  one 
exception,  viz.,  from  9th  June,  1905,  to  30th 
September,  1907 — and  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  usual  tea  money  allowance,  no  payment  for 
overtime  has  been  made,  nor  time  off  in  lieu 
thereof  given. 

I  propose  now  to  place  before  honorable 
members  SMne  details  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  system  of  employing  tonporary 
hands  has  prevailed  in  the  Department, 
and  am  stire  that  the  figures  I  am  about 
to  quote  will  satisfy  the  House  that  my 
complaints  in  this  regard  have  been  well 
founded.  In  1903-4,  1,173  temporary- 
hands  were  employed  in  the  Department 
at  a  cost  of  jC7,65t  8s.  gd. ;  in  1904-5, 
1,459  at  a  cost  of  j£&,2B-j  9s.  3d. ;  and  in 
1905-6,  1,828  at  a  cost  of  _;^8,9i8  i8s.  9d. 
I  come  now  to  the  figlires  for  1906-7, 
wiiich  show  that,  following  upon  the  com- 
plaints made  in  this  House,  an  effort  was 
made  by  the  Government  to  redress  some 
of  the  grievances  under  which  the  service 
had  laboured.  In  that  year  no  fewer 
than  2,861  temporary  hands  were  anployed 
in  the  Department  at  a  cost  of  ^17,752  5s. 
6d.  The  pracci(%  of  employing  temporary 
assistance — or,  as  it  is  called  in  England, 
"  auxiliary  l^jour  '  ' — was  very  strongly 
condemned  by  the  Committee  which  m- 
quired  into  the  administrati<xi  of  the  Postal 
Department  of  the  United  Kingdom.  There 
was  good  reason  for  its  condemnation.  In 
New  South  Wales  the'Department  has  been 
literally  starred,  and  great  inccmvenience 
has  been  suffercxl  hy  reason  of  its  failure 
to  train  permanent  employ^  to  dischu-ge 
the  duties  allotted  to  higher  grades.  Tem- 
porary hands  have  been  emplc^ed  all  alcHig 
the  line.  In  many  cases  tl^  permanent 
officers  would  have  done  better  without 
them.  These  hands  have  to  be  trained  in 
the  work  of  the  Department,  and  just  as 
their  services  become  valuable  they  are 
called  upon  to  stand  down  for  six  months 
or  longer  and  a  fresh  batch  is  en- 
gaged. That  has  been  the  practice  for 
several  years.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  at 
this  stage  to  deal  at  length  with  the  evils  of 
overtime,  the  employment  of  casual  hands, 
and  the  many  other  obj'ectionable  features 
of  the  service  which  confront  the  present 
Postmaster-General.  I  have  no  desire  to 
make  this  a  personal  matter.  I  freely  ad- 
mit that  I  am  pleased  with  the  steps  that 
the  Postmaster- General  has  taken  to  re- 
dress scone  of  the  evils  which  have  so  long 
existed  in  the  Department.  The  Treasurer 
has  come  to  his  rescue  by  providing  addi- 
tional funds,  and  the  action  recently  taken 


by  the  Government  proves  that  our  criti- 
cisms of  the  Department  have  been  well 
foimded.  I  give  the  Government  credit  for 
what  they  have  done  recently,  but  utterly 
fail  to  understand  why  a  CMmnittee  of  the 
Cabinet,  instead  of  a  Royal  Commissi(xi, 
should  have  been  appointed  to  investigate 
the  working  of  the  Department.  There 
is  no  precedent  for  the  adaon  of 
the  Govenmient.  Whenever  the  ano- 
malies of  the  postal  service  in  Great 
Britain  have  become  so  great  that 
the  Ptatmaster-General  or  Parliament  has 
found  it  impossible  to  adjust  them,  a  Par- 
liamentary Select  Ccwunittee  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report.  That  course 
has  been  adopted  again  and  again,  but  here 
the  administration  of  the  service  is  to  be 
inquired  into  by  a  Cabinet  Ccmmittee. 
The  evident  disinclination  of  the  Postmas- 
ter-General to  state  whether  that  CtMnmit- 
tee  will  sit  continuously  and  prosecute  its 
inquiries  steiT  by  step  until  the  whole  ad- 
ministration of  the  service  has  been  dealt 
with  leads  me  to  belie\'e  that  that  will  not 
be  done.  It  wourd  seem  that  the  Minis- 
ter himself,  accompanied  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Department,  pnqtoses  to  proceed  to 
Brisbane  to  take  evidence.  Such  an  in- 
vestigation cannot  be  attended  by  the  de- 
sired results.  In  the  first  placed  the  evi- 
derroe  that  would  be  forthccaning  before  a 
Royal  Commission  will  not  be  obtained  by 
a  Cabinet  Committee.  The  employ^  of 
the  Department  will  not  run  the  risk  of 
being  penalized  by  giving  evidence  before 
it.  If  we  are  to  have  a  full,  fair,  and 
complete  inquiry,  we  must  have  a  Royal 
Commission,  which  can  take  eviden(»  on 
oath  and  protect  the  witnesses  examined  by 
it. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.  —  Even  a  Royal 
Ccnnmission  could  not  fully  protect  them; 
thev  would  becwne  marked  men. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— It  would  gjant  them 
more  protection  than  they  could  hope  to  ob- 
tain from  a  Ctmimittee  of  the  Cabinet. 
Another  objection  to  the  Government  pro- 
posal is  that  the  evidence  tendered  before 
the  Committee  will  not  be  given  in  public. 
I  am  sure  that  the  Postmaster- General  is 
sincere  in  his  deshe  to  place  the  service  on 
a  better  footing,  but  in  fairness  to  himself 
and  to  the  Depaxtment,  a  Selea  Committee 
or  a  Royal  Ccanmission  sho^jld  be  appointed 
to  make  a  searching  investigation. 

Mr.  -  Henry  Willis. — Why  not  have  a 
Royal  Commission  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  moving  that  a 
Royal  Commissioii^itbecii^^iSk^^  reaving 
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justified  my  action  in  urging  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission,  and  opposing 
an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet, 
I  propose  now  to  indicate  the  w;ork  that  lies 
before  those  making  the  investigation.  In 
the  first  place,  ccsisideration  must  be  given 
lo  the  requirements  of  the  public  in  respect 
of  a  Department  which  is  really  one  of  the 
chief  arteries  of  commerce.  Through  its 
agency  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
carry  on  business  with  each  other  and  with 
the  i«st  o£  the  world— tiiey  have  to  make 
good  any  deficit  irk  the  worMng  of  the  De- 
partment— and  their  interests  should  be  the 
primary  consideration.  In  the  second  place^ 
the  service  itself  must  be  considered ;  and 
thirdly,  attention  must  be  given  to  the  vari- 
ous systems  prevailing  in  this  and  other 
branches  of  the  Co.Timonwealih  service.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  I  should  have  been 
called  upon  to  deal  with  this  question  at  a 
time  when  honorable  members  were  expect- 
ing to  be  called  upon  to  resume  the  debate 
oa  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill,  and  when, 
according  to  repcwt,  they  believed  they  were 
to  be  asked  to  vote  upon  that  measure.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  should  not  have  ex- 
pected anything  of  the  kind,  since  the 
motion  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply  was  set  down  for  con- 
sideration to-day.  It  was  with  regret  that 
I  had  to  interpose  and  break  the  continuity 
of  the  debate  on  the  Bill,  but  I  felt  that 
the  importance  of  the  question  with  which  I 
desired  to  deal  justified  my  intervention  at 
this  sta^.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
inconveniences  to  which  the  public  have  had 
to  submit,  for  three  or  four  years,  in  their 
dealings  with  the  Department.  We  have 
been  harassed  by  inquiries,  while  com- 
plaints as  to  the  working  of  the  service  have 
long  been  of  daily  occurrence.  In  country 
districts,  employes  of  the  Department  have 
liten  working  long  hours  with  tlie  object  of 
improvir^g  tlie  service.  For  some  months  I, 
in  common  with  other  honorable  members, 
have  been  endeavouring  to  secure  the  re- 
moval of  injustices  under  which  employes 
in  the  Department  lal>our,  and  a  few  days 
ago  was  informed  that  four  additional  ,per- 
manent  officers  were  to  be  appointed  to  two 
offices  in  my  electorate,  where  there  are  from 
seven  to  ten  men  employed,  as  well  as 
several  temporary  hands.  My  constituents 
have  long  been  up  in  arms  regarding  their 
treatment  by  the  Department,  and  have  com- 
plained with  good  reason  of  its  failure  to 
provide  them  with  anything  like  adequate 
conveniences.  There  has  been  a  large  num- 
ber of  complaints  regarding  the  unsatisfac- 
Uf.  Wittier. 


lory  condition  of  the  telegraph  service,  and 
messages  have  been  delayed  to  an  unreason- 
able extent.  In  one  case,  three  hours  after 
sending  a  telegram  to  an  address  loo  miles 
distant,  1  set  out  by  rail  for  the  town  in 
question,  and  reached  it  before  the  telegram, 
was  delivered.  That  was  my  own  ex- 
perience. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — I  frequently  have 
a  similar  experience. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Then  I  am  very 
sorry  for  the  honorable  member.  Of 
course,  I  may  be  asked  how  these  evils  can 
be  remedied  by  the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
C<xiunission.  But  I  think  it  will  be  cm- 
ceded  that  such  a  body  empowered  to  take 
evidence  upon  oath  would  be  in  a  positicHi 
to  probe  the  causes  of  the  disorganization 
which  exists.  It  would  merely  require  to 
loosen  the  tongues  of  officers  who  can  sup- 
ply it  with  expert  information.  We  all 
know  very  well  that  what  is  known  as  the 
"  COTidenser  "  system  was  introduced  into 
the  Department  by  a  previous  Postmaster- 
General  with  a  great  flourish  of  trumpets. 
,He  proclaimed  it  a  cheap  and  efTective 
means  of  linking  up  the  residents  of  the 
towns  with  those  of  the  country.  But  to- 
day we  know  that  it  is  little  short  of  a 
curse.  It  has  induced  persms  to  apply 
for  the  establishment  of  exchanges  under 
the  impression  that  they  would  be  able  to 
communicate  with  subscribers  hundreds  of 
miles  distant  in  the  district  arotmd  them. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  cannot  secure 
any  communication  beyond  that  provided 
bv  the  local  exchange.  My  own  opinicm  is 
that,  in  many  places,  the  telegraph  lines 
require  to  be  duplicated  if  satisfaction  is 
to  be  afforded  to  the  public.  In  the 
General  Post  Office,  Sydney,  I  know  that 
the  delay  for  which  telegraphists  are  fre- 
quently blamed  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
condenser  system.  Whilst  the  operators 
are  endeavouring  to  "  take"  wires  coming 
through  on  the  Morse  system,  they  are  in- 
terrupted by  the  telephonic  communication 
which  is  taking  place  on  the  condenser 
lines.  In  regard  to  the  telephone  service,  I 
need  scarcely  point  out  what  the  public  have 
been  suffering  for  years.  To-day  they  are 
suffering  from  ineffective  administration  and 
absolute  disorganization.  The  whole  tele- 
phone system  is  in  need  of  radical  reform. 
The  Department  has  endeavoured  to  intro- 
duce too  many  innovati(His  without  making 
adequate  preparation,  and  the  result  is 
chaos.  With  a  knowledge^of  all  the  tele- 
phonic systems  tlH$timy4j@BOgt©ghout 


Tdegraj^  Department :     [9  April,  1908.]      }taifal  Commution.  104U 


the  civilized  world,  a  previous  Postmaster- 
General  decided  to  introduce  the  toll  sys- 
tem, under  which  subscribers  were  to  be 
allowed  a  maximum  of  750  calls  annually 
for  a  fee  of  j£$.  But  a  "  howl  "  imme- 
diately went  up  frcHn  the  Chambers  of 
Conmerce  and  the  big  business  men  of  the 
COTnmunity,  and  this  speedily  induced  the 
Minister  to  climb  down,  to  the  detrimoit 
of  the  revenue  and  of  the  public  generally. 

Mr.  BowDEN.— Does  the  honor{u>le  mem- 
ber say  that  the  toll  system  does  not  pay? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  say  that  it  ought 
to  pay  far  better  than  it  does.  The  maxi- 
mum number  of  calls  allowed  annually  in 
any  Continental  country — ncHwithstanding 
that  their  population  is  so  concentrated — • 
is  only  750.  Yet,  in  a  scattered  popula- 
tion like  that  of  Australia,  the  Depart- 
ment has  endeavoured  to  supply  subscribers 
with  a  cheaper  service  by  allowing  them  a 
maximum  of  2,000  calls  annually. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — What  does  it  matter  so 
long  as  the  service  pays  well?  Surely  the 
hcHiorable  member  does  not  want  to  levy 
black-mail  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER,— The  Government  are 
giving  the  cranmercial  sections  of  our  great 
cities  the  benefit  of  a  telephone  service  at 
a  lower  rate  than  that  charged  in  countries 
where  the  business  done  is  from  len  to 
fifty  times  greater.  Of  course,  it  would 
be  the  function  of  a  Royal  CommissicMi  to 
inquire  into  all  aspects  of  postal  adminis- 
tration. It  will  be  readily  admitted  that 
unless  we  have  a  contented  service  we  can- 
not get  a  satisfactory  service.  We  must 
deal  out  justice  to  the  officers  of  this  De- 
partment if  we  are  to  obtain  from  them  a 
fair  return  in  the  form  of  loyal  and  effi- 
cient service.  A  Roval  Commission  would 
have  to  inquire  into  all  the  evils  which 
have  grown  up  in  the  Department  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom— from  the  secretary  of 
iH-  t.  ential  Adininist ration  down  to  the 
little  boy  who  delivers  telegraphic  messages 
in  connexion  with  a  contract  post-office.  It 
is  exceedingly  imfortunate  that  friction 
should  exist  between  the  permanent  head  of 
the  Postal  Department  and  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Commissioner.  Unless  the  departmen- 
tal head  is  allowed  great  freedom  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  discipline  is  impossible, 
and  in  the  absence  of  discipline  there  must 
be  confusion.  One  of  the  great  evils  as- 
sociated with  this  Department  has  been  the 
centralization  which  has  taken  place  in 
Melbourne.  When  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral visits  the  General  Post  Office  in  this 
city  he,  perhaps,  sees  mailmen  who  are 


required  to  work  excessively  long  hours, 
and  he  at  once  issues  an  order  that  this 
abuse  is  to  be  remedied.  But  he  cannot 
see  whether  a  similar  state  of  things  ob- 
tains in  Sydney,  Brisbane,  Adelaide  or 
Perth.  Thus  the  policy  of  centralization 
which  has  been  adopted  has  led  to.  deplor- 
able results.  I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear 
the  Postmaster-General  declare  the  other  day 
that  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General  had 
not  been  as  loyal  as  they  should  have  been. 
In  other  words,  he  practically  charged  them 
with  not  having  done  their  duty  to  the  best 
of  their  ability.  My  experience  is  that  the 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  for  New  South 
Wales  has  exercised  to  the  full,  and  as  well 
as  he  can,  the  powers  bestowed  on  him.  He 
cannot  exercise  powers  which  he  does  not 
possess.  I  have  time  and  again  visited  his 
crfBce,  to  discuss  some  matter  ctmcerning 
the  administraticxi,  and  a.lthough  he  could 
tell  me  What  he  thought  should  be  d(xie»  ■ 
nothing  could  be  done  until  the  matter,  how- 
ever trivial,  had  been  referred  to  Mel- 
bourne. We  are  suffering  from  centraliza- 
tion in  many  ways  which  could  be  brought 
to  light  only  bv  the  investigations  of  a 
Conunission,  and  which  the  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee will  not  discover.  There  is  great  dis- 
content throughout  the  Postmaster -General's 
Department,  and  rightly  so.  The  officers 
have  been  treated  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
smother  ambition,  and  to  deprive  them  of 
that  content  which  only  fair  treatment  will 
give.  The  service  has  been  over-worked 
and  undermanned,  and  the  chances  of  pro- 
moticm  are  small,  so  that  some  of  the  ch- 
eers have  preferred  to  leave  it,  although 
they  had  spent  man^  years  in  it,  and  take 
all  the  risks  of  striking  out  afresh  in  a  new 
life  outside.  In  the  clerical  branch  a  great 
deal  of  overtime  has  been  worked  without 
reward  in  the  shape  of  mcmetary  compensa- 
tion or  time  off.  The  Minister  promised 
that  these  men  should  be  paid  for  the  over- 
time worked.  Eight  hundred  weeks  of 
overtime  have  been  worked  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  Department.  Has  this  over- 
time been  paid  for,  or  has  any  provisicm 
been  made  for  paying  for  it? 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  impossible  to  make 
provision  on  the  Supplementary  Estimates, 
but  I  have  promised  that  it  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  on  the  General  Estimates,  and 
the  Public  Service  Commissioner  is  co- 
operating, so  that  that  may  be  done.  The 
returns  are  not  vet  ready. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.~The  policy  of  Minis- 
ters is  always  to  postpone.  When  Esti- 
mates are  under  discussiw^  honorable  mem- 
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bers  are  always  pranised  that  changes  will 
be  made,  and  that  everything  will  be  speed- 
ily put  to  rights.  But,  as  a  rule,  these  pro- 
mises  are  made  merely  to  obtain  supply,  and 
once  the  Appropriation  Bill  is  passed  one 
can  complain  until  he  is  black  in  the  face 
without  much  chance  of  getting  redress. 
The  dflScials  in  the  country  districts  are 
under  disabilities  which  I  cannot  go  into 
to-day,  because  time  will  not  permit.  The 
legitimate  complaints  and  grievances  of  the 
oflRcers.  throughout  the  service  cannot  be  re- 
moved merely  by  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional hands.  Notwithstanding  the  amount 
of  overtime  which  has  had  to  be  wwked, 
men  have  been  waiting  in  vain  for  the  in- 
crements which  the  law  says  shall  be  paid 
to  them.  If  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  were 
appointed,  1  could  bring  forward  shoals 
of  complaints.  I  have  a  box  full  in  my 
room.  Some  of  the  letters  which  I  have 
received  are  from  wives  of  officials  whose 
sympathy  for  their  husbands  has  compelled 
them  to"  ask  that  the  bread-winner  be  re- 
lieved frcrni  the  sweating  to  which  he  is 
subjected.  The  Postmaster- General,  if  he 
makes  inquiry,  will  find  that  injustice  exists 
in  the  Telegraphists'  Branch  at  Sydney, 
Melbourne,  Brisbane,  Adelaide,  Perth,  and 
Hobart.  Many  inen  on  the  day  staff,  who 
are  supposed  to  wcN'k  only  six  hours  at  a 
stretch,  are  frequently  kept  at  work  for 
eleven  hours  without  consideration  or  re- 
ward. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Not  frequently. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Too  frequently.  The 
answer  is  on  a  par  with  that  made  to  my 
statement  that  32,000  hours  of  overtime 
were  worked  in  1907.  I  can  give  the  Post- 
master-General an  exact  statement  of  the 
hours  which  have  been  worked  after  tlie  or- 
dinary day's  employment.  Men  have  been 
kept  at  work  all  the  afternowi,  and  until  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  being  paid 
tea  money,  or  being  given  any  cc»x^sion. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  is  provision  on  the 
Estimates   for   making  amends   to  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— After  the  trams  and 
trains  have  c^'aseil  running,  these  men  have 
had  to  get  to  thei-  suburban  homes  as  best 
they  could,  the  Department  being  mean 
enough  to  refuse  eien  a  telegram  when 
they  wanted  to  let  their  wives  know  that 
they  were  detained. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  gave  instructions  that 
that  was  to  be  allowed,  and  that  cabs  were 
to  be  provided  where  necessary. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  dp  not  wish  to  be 
unfair  to  the  Minister;  but  I  am  speaking 
of  what  I  know  has  occurred. 


Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
ought  to  tell  the  House  that,  directly  the 
matter  was  brought  under  my  nc^ce,  I  gave 
instructims  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to 
the  practice. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  not  making 
Statements  which  I  cannot  bear  out.  It 
would  take  me  a  long  time  tcr  recite  all  the 
Minister's  promises,  though  I  admit  that 
he  desires  to  do  sornething. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^A  great  deal  has  been 
done. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  admit  that,  too. 
The  appointment  of  an  additional  1,500 
permanent  hands  is  evidence  that  something 
■has  been  done,  though  whether  wisely  or 
not  I  cannot  say.  I  could  occupv  an  hour 
in  illustrating  the  disabilities  of  the  officers 
in  the  clerical  and  professional  branches, 
and  in  corroborating,  frcwn  notes  I  have 
with  me,  the  statements  which  I  hare 
made.  The  telegraph  messengers  also  com- 
plain of  the  inhuman  treatment  which  they 
have  received.  In  the  country  districts  they 
work,  as  a  rule,  from  8.30  a.m.  to  10  p.ra., 
and  for  years  the  staff  has  been  under- 
manned, so  that  they  are  kept  at  full  ten- 
sion all  the  time.  The  Department  does 
not  provide  them  with  overcoats  to  shelter 
them  from  the  rain  and  cold,  although  mes- 
sengers in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  so 
provided,  and,  further,  thev  have  little 
prospect  of  advancement.  No  young  man 
who  wishes  to  make  his  mark  in  the  world 
would  wish  to  begin  as  a  telegraph  messen- 
ger. In  regard  to  hoHdavs  and  Sundav 
work,  the  treatment  given  by  the  Depart- 
ment to  its  officers  is  such  as  is  not  given 
to  the  employes  of  any  private  firm.  It  is 
absolutely  devoid  of  equity.  For  Sunday 
work,  the  officials  of  the  Telegraph  De- 
partment get  a  dav  off ;  but  officers  of  other 
Departments  are  much  better  treated,  and, 
in  many  cases,  get  double  pay  for  Sunday 
work.  Then,  in  private  employment.  Good 
Friday  and  Christmas  Day  are  generallv 
counted  as  Sundays,  and  are  paid 
for.  But  in  the  Telegraph  Department 
they  are  counted  as  ordinary  days.  I 
should  now  like  to  refer  to  the  question 
of  the  fidelity  bonds  into  which  certain  of 
the  crfficers  are  asked  to  enter.  No  doubt 
these  bonds  were  cmsidered  a  very  good 
idea  when  the  system  was  first  introduced, 
but  they  have  proved  not  to  be  so  equitable 
as  anticipated.  All  officers  who  ha^-e  any 
fmanrial  responsibility  are  requested  to 
pay  a  guarantee  charge  of  5s.  a  year,  and. 
if  an  c^cer  also  handles,  j^t^ate  funds,  as 
in  the  case  of  tb%jt&^fifej©©gl6»e  has 
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to  pay  another  55.  I  may  say  that,  so  far 
as  I  know,  a  charge  of  this  kind  is  made 
in  no  other  British  Fossessiixi. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — And  at  the  same 
time  the  officers  receive  no  extra  pay  for 
dcMng  State  work. 

Mr.  TuouAS  Brown.— And  the  lowest 
paid  officer  has  to  enter  into  the  same  bond 
as  the  hi^est  paid  c^er. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— That  is  so.  In 
England  these  fidelity  funds  are  vested  in, 
and  managed  by,  the  associaticxis  of.  the 
emplo\'6St  and  the  result  is  that  the  charge 
on  the  individual  officer  is  not  nearly  so 
niHch  as  is  the  case  in  the  Federal  service. 
It  officers  have  to  enter  into  these  bonds, 
they  should  at  least  be  allowed  to  adminis- 
ter the  funds.  I  may  say  that  in  England 
ai:  the  fines  imposed  on  officers  for  breaches 
c>f  regulations,  and  so  forth,  go  to  swell 
the  guarantee  fund,  and  this,  again,  makes 
(he  burden  lighter  all  round.  This  is  a 
matter  which  I.  think  might  well  be  in- 
quired into  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
best  system  to  adopt.  There  is  certainly 
uo  warrant  for  allowing  these  fidelity 
funds  to  accumulate  beyond  the  amount 
nwressary  to  meet  requirements,  and  if  the 
fun<ls  were  controlled  by  the  associations 
of  emplcn-fo,  individual  charges  could  be 
reduced,  ot  there  might  be  a  distribution 
of  the  surplus.  I  do  not  propose  to  deal 
in  detail  with  all  the  subjects  which  sug- 
gest inquiry.  There  is,  however,  the  ques- 
li<xi  of  furlough,  which  has  given  rise  to 
serious  discontent.  According  to  the  regu- 
lations, a  public,  servant,  after  twenty 
years'  service,  is  entitled  to  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  six  months  on  full  pay,  or  twelve 
months  on  half  pay ;  but  I  am  informed, 
and  believe,  that  the  regulation  is  not 
e<|uitably  carried  out — that  some  men  are 
allowed  to  exercise  the  right  or  .privilege 
while  others  are  not.  In  mv  opinion,  if 
the  regulation  be  a  proper  one.  it  ought  to 
lie  enforce  in  every  case ;  and  here  again 
som«*  inquirv-  would  be  useful.  Then,  in 
tht:  telephone  branch,  it  is  nothing  for  a 
man  to  work  until  9  o'clock  at  night  con- 
ti':uousIy;  indeed,  that  has  been  the  prac- 
tice, especially  in  New  South  Wales.  As 
I  said  before,  there  is  trouble  in  most  of 
the  branches,  but  I  am  now  only  briefly 
referring  to  the  man  striking  cases  which 
suggest  themseh-es  as  proper  for  investiga- 
tirn.  The  men  engaged  in  the  technical 
work  of  erecting  and  equipinng  telephone 
f:ichanges  are  placed  in  the  general  divi- 
sir>n.  which  means  that  they  are  unable  to 
jise  above  a  cerain  standard;  and  I  con- 


tend that  these  men,  being  more  skilled 
than  are  most  of  the  other  wtwkmen  in  the 
service,  ou^ht  to  be  placed  in  a  technical 
or  mechanical  branch  by  tbnnselves.  An- 
other grievance  is  that  telegraph  messenger 
boys  and  letter  carriers  are  taken  away  from 
their  ordinary  duties  to  go  round  col- 
lecting the  nxmey  from  the  penny-in- 
the-slot  telephones,  which  the  Post- 
master-General instituted  some  time 
ago,  and  which  give  you  three  minutes' 
conver5ati<Hi  for  the  coin — if  you  can  get 
your  man.  By  these  boys  being  taken  away 
from  their  legitimate  work,  of  which  I  am 
sure  there  is  plenty,  the  Public  Service 
must  suffer;  and  it  is  a  question  whether 
the  work  of  the  branches  should  be  mixed 
up  in  this  way,  satisfying  no  one.  As 
to  the  mail  branch,  if  any  one  goes 
down  into  the  vaults  of  the  General 
Post  Office,  Sydney,  he  will  find  men  kept 
there,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  wtwk,  for 
three  or  four  hours  beyond  their  ordinary 
time,  with  no  food  provided,  and,  indeed, 
no  opportunity  to  eat  it  if  it  were  provided. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.— The  mail  rooms 
are  practically  underground  vaults. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— And  the  lighting  and 
^■entilation  are  not  of  the  best ;  indeed,  in 
my  opinion,  the  conditi(His  under  which  the 
men  of  the  mail  branch  work  are  scan- 
dalous, because  practically  they  do  not  get 
a  breath  of  fresh  air  during  the  whole  time 
thev  are  on  duty.  The  atmosphere  is  con- 
taminated owing  to  the  number  of  men  in 
the  place,  and  the  ventilation,  as  I  have 
already  indicated,  is  quite  inadequate.  One 
of  the  main  branches  of  inquiry  by  the 
British  Select  Committee  was  as  to  sani- 
tation and  ventilation,  and  the  opinion  wa.i 
strongly  expressed  than  the  Government  had 
the  duty,  not  only  of  paying  the  public 
servants,  but  of  seeing  that  they,  enjoyed 
healthv  conditions  in  their  work.  I  should 
now  like  to  refer  to  contract  post-offices. 
If  ever  there  was  a  deplorable  conditi4Hi 
of  affairs,  it  is  in  amnexion  with  these 
offices.  I  know  an  office  where  the  allow- 
ance is  ;^ioo,  and  another  where  the  al- 
lowance is  /^iio,  and  in  the  latter  case  the 
postmaster  has  all  the  telegraphic  and  pos- 
tal work  to  do.  Out  of  his  allowarice  he 
has  to  provide  a  messenger,  and  also  ac- 
commodation in  which  to  transact  th?  Com- 
monwealth business;  and,  naturally,  he  em- 
ploys the  cheapest  labour  he  can  find. 
Very  often  the  assistant  he  employs  is  a 
bov  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  has  just 
left  9(^ux>l,  and  vet  that  ^MJs.  intutsted 
with  the  responsieNi''mit)^l>f^@^aph 
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messenger  and  letter  carrier.  Only  the  other 
day,  in  a  district  where  there  is  a  contract 
office,  the  message  boy,  in  going  his  rounds, 
saw  some  of  his  old  schoolmates  playing 
marbles,  and  joined  in,  laying  his  let< 
ters,  in  the  meantime,  on  the  ground.  Of 
course,  this  meant  delay;  and  goodness 
knows  what  would  have  happened  had 
there  been  a  high  wind.  I  merely  mention 
this  as  an  illustration  of  what  occurs  under 
this  COTitract  post-office  system.  The  Com- 
monwealth has  no  greater  right  than  any 
private  individual  to  expect  good  service 
for  inadequate  pay ;  and  such  allowances  as 
I  have  loenlioned  encourage  sweating  of 
the  worst  type.  Then,  I  have  a  complaint 
to  make  in  regard  to  the  Money  Order 
Office  in  Sydney,  where  the  public  are  seri- 
ously inconvenienced,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
acoDmmodation.  The  rostmaster-General 
does  not  seem  to  be  able  to  appreciate  the 
growttt  there  has  been  in  the  business. 
While  the  public  are  crying  out  about  the 
inconvenience  they  suffer,  and  the  emplovfis 
are  complaining  of  their  conditions,  the  Gi>-^ 
vernment  seem  to  be  perfectly  satisfied,  and 
unaware  that  the  present-day  needs  have 
outgrown  the  old  arrangements  and  accom- 
modation. In  the  Sydney  Money  Order 
Office  people  have  to  wait  a  most  unreason- 
able length  of  time  before  they  can  be  at- 
tended to,  and  similar  conditions  prevail 
in  the  Parcels  Post  Office.  It  reatlv  ought 
not  to  be  necessary  to  point  these  matters 
out  to  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
administraticm.  I  should  like  to  mention 
also  the  dual  position  of  postmaster  and 
electoral  officer,  the  remuneration  paid  in 
connexion  therewith,  and  the  need  for  some 
alteration  in  the  present  arrangement. 
The  inland  mail  branch  of  the  service  calls 
for  an  inquiry*  of  the  most  searching  charac- 
ter, for  there  are  associated  with  it  condi- 
tions which  would  bring  a  blush  of  shame, 
tn  the  face  of  any  just  man  who  heard  of 
them.  The  position  of  the  despatch  officers 
in  the  Inter-State  mails  branch  is  also  de- 
serving of  inquiry.  I  have  a  number  of 
facts  and  figures  relating  to  these  branches 
of  the  service,  but  it  would  take  too  long 
to  put  them  before  the  House.  I  had 
thought  that  the  Government  would  agree 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission. 
A  point  which  I  should  like  to  emphasize 
is  that  the  Hobhouse  Committee,  in  a  re- 
port which  has  been  accepted  by  the  Post- 
master-General of  the  United  Kingdom,  has 
made  a  recommendation  which  is  well 
worthy  of  our  consideration.  We  have  de- 
termined that  crfficers  of  the  Cwnmonwealth 
Service  shall  be  entitled  to  a  minimum 
lir.  Wets/er. 


wage,  but  we  have  not  recognised  that  pro- 
vision should  be  made  to  enable  our  em- 
ployes on  reaching  a  certain  age  to  assume 
the  full  responsibility  of  citizenship.  Hon- 
orable members  frequently  express  a  desire 
that  the  Commonwealth  shc^d  grow  in 
population  and  prosperity,  but  we  have  not 
yet  thought  of  doing  that  which  the  Hen- 
house Committee  has  recommended — we 
have  not  thought  of  granting  what  is  de- 
scribed by  that  Committee  as  "age  pay." 
The  Committee  recommended  that  in  one 
class  officers  up  to  nineteen  years  of  age 
should  receive  19s.  per  week,  but  that  on 
reaching  the  age  of  twenty-four  years — a 
marriageable  age—  they  should  be  entitled 
to  24s.  6d.  per  week. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^To  what  class  did  that  re- 
commendation refer? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  shall  be  glad  to- 
hand  over  to  the  right  honorable  member 
a  copy  of  the  repOTt.    The  Commission  re- 
commended that  a  man  who  had  been  five 
years  in  the  service  should  not  receive  les» 
than  19s.  per  week,  and  that  on  attaining  the- 
of  twenty-four — an  age  when  he  might 
be^^xpected  to  marry  and  assume  die  full 
respbtpsibilities  of  citizenship — he  ^ould 
receiv\an  increased  salary.    It  recognised 
that  if  V  man  were  not  fit  for  the  service 
he  should\iot  be  allowed  to  remain  in  it ; 
that  the  me^tp  fact  that  he  had^  passed  an 
examination  wfis  not  in  itself  sufficient.  The- 
granting  of  '"Vge  pay  "  is  a  development 
necessitated  bv  ^esent-day  conditions.  The 
Government  shoulflj  not  only  recognise  that 
employes  in  the  sW"vice  .are  entitled  to  a- 
reasonable  wage,  e\¥n  when  they  ha\-e  no 
dependents,  but  thai  an  increased  allow- 
ance should  be  granted  to  those  who  have 
others  depending  upoW  them  for  a  liveli- 
hood.   I  wish  now  ttX  refer  briefly  to  a 
movement  on  foot  in  the* 
a  superannuation  fund, 
that  calls  for  mquiry  onVbe  part  of  the 
Postmaster-General.     Und\^the  present 
system  employes  of   the  DJ^partroent 
compelled  to  assure  their  Uve!\/"'*.  t"OSP^ 
receiving  <Mily  a  small  wage  find^  diflRcuU 
to  make  provision  for  the  paym^ip' 
large  premium.    It  is  all  very  weliS***  *^ 
upon  those  receiving  high  salaries/*  }y^^^  % 
certain  premium  in  respect  of  porajodii  9j 
assurance  for  a  certain  araoi -rn/jotjuita. 
positifHi  is  difficult  in  relatio'*/!Sesf  at? 
paid  men  in  the  DepartP""''^-    T^^^ted  to 

wonder  that  they  should    "'^^t     — 

a  superannuation  fund?  ^.^^f^a, 
take  care  th^  the  fwv^S^rS'^'hiA 
sound  and  econoMr' '''^^lO 


arvice  to  establish 
matter  is  one 
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he  has 


Tdegrc^  Department :      [9  Apkxl,  1908.] 


So^al  Commisnon,  10416 


Mr.  BowDEN. — It  would  be  on  an  ac- 
tuarial basis? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— On  what  other  basis 
could  it  be  prapNly  establi^ed  ? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^Then  those  who  sub- 
scribed to  it  would  obtain  from  it  no  greater 
advantage  than  they  secure  from  life  assur- 
ance companies. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  pity  the  honorable 
member's  knowledge  of  insurance  principles 
generally  when  he  makes  that  statement. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  have  had  a  good  deal 
to  do  with  the  business. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  do  not  say  that  the 
honorable  member  has  not;  but  the  state- 
ment made  by  him  caused  me  some  sm-r 
prise.  In  dealing  with  the  proposed  estab- 
lishment of  a  superannuation  fund.  I  am 
reminded  of  the  ccnditions  with  regard  to 
fidelity  and  guarantee  charges.  According 
to  a  statement  supplied  to  me  by  the  De- 
partment, postmasters  in  the  second  class 
are  called  upon  to  pay  12s.  6d.  per  annum 
in  respect  of  a  guarantee  of  ;^5oo ;  those 
in  the  third  class  pay  los.  for  a  ^^400 
guarantee ;  those  in  the  fourth  class  7s.  6d. 
for  A  jCi°°  guarantee;  and  those  in  the 
fifth  class  5s.  for  a  ;^^2oo  guarantee; 
whilst  semi-official  postmasters  have  to  pay 
^s.  per  annum  in  respect  of  a  guarantee  of 
^200.  These  dficers  consider  that  they 
are  harshlv  treated  in  being  called  upon 
to  make  such  payments  out  of  their  own 
pockets.  Let  me  refer  very  briefly  to  the 
positicm  in  regard  to  the  relieving  staff. 
For  some  years  there  has  been  in  vogue  a 
subtle  system  of  securing  superiw  services 
for  inferior  pay.  In  relieving  postcnasters 
in  the  country  offices,  it  has  been  the  cus- 
tom to  place  in  charge  assistants  who  are 
receiving  from  jQuo  to  ^£126  per  annum. 
The  Department's  definition  of  an  assistant 
is,  "  One  who  can  take  charge  of  an 
office."  Instead  of  having  a  proper  staff 
of  relieving  officers,  the  Department  ap- 
points an  assistant  to  take  charge  of  an 
office  whilst  the  postmaster  is  on  leave. 
The  work  of  postmasters  receiving  frOTi 
^200  to  y^30o  per  annum  has  often  been 
handed  over  to  assistants  receiving  only 
£110  per  annum.  These  assistants  have 
just  cause  to  con>plain.  Their  lot  is  bv  no 
means  an  easy  one>  and  their  prospects  of 
advancement  are  very  remote.  They  are 
■clarified  in  the  general  divisitHi,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  any  of  them  to  secure  a  trans- 
fer to  the  clerical  or  professional  divisions. 
They  receive  a  minimum  wage  of  ;^iio. 
and  a  maximum  of  ^^126  ;  and.  although  it 
is  true  that,  by  passing  certain  examina- 
tions, they  may  qualify  to  receive  a  salary 


°f  jC^S^t  such  an  increase  is  very  rare. 
These  men  are  oft«i  called  upon  to  per- 
form the  work  of  two  superior  classified 
officers,  and  they  receive  no  reward  for 
such  additional  services.  Since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner's 
classification  scheme,  'they  have  been  mark- 
ing time  at  a  salary  of  10  per 
annum,  and  they  will  be  called  upon  to 
do  so  to  the  end  of  their  career  in  the 
Service,  unless  we  have  some  such  imes- 
tigation  as  was  made  by  the  Hobhouse 
Committee.  That  CMnmittee  inquired  very 
fully  into  the  position  of  assistants,  who 
are  known  by  another  nam?,  in  the  Postal 
Department  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
ur^  that  greater  prospects  of  advance- 
ment should  be  held  out  to  them.  We  hear, 
from  time  to  time,  manv  complaints  about 
bank  clerks  being  ill  paid.  Having  regard 
to  the  responsible  duties  which  they  per- 
form, they  certainly  are  poorly  paid,  but 
they  have  never  been  treated  as  these  as^ 
sistants  are  being  treated  by  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  have  my  doubts  as  to 
the  correctness  of  that  statement,  and  I 
speak  as  an  old  bank  clerk. 

Mr,  WEBSTER.— I  am  alluding  to 
bank  clerks  who  are  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge duties  similar  to  those  which  postal 
assistants — who  have  to  work  behind  the 
counter,  serve  the  public,  and  handle  hun- 
dreds of  pounds — have  to  do.  Some  of 
these  assistants  have  been  in  the  Service  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  without  any  prcmo^ 
tion,  and  their  chance  of  advancement  is 
infinitesimal.  They  have  no  influential 
friends  to  speak  for  them.  .  I  do  not  wish 
to  suggest  that  unfair  tactics  are  resorted 
to  bv  any  <Hie,  but  we  must  recognise  that 
the  more  attention  is  called  to  the  disabili- 
ties of  the  Service  the  more  likely  we  are 
to  have  those  disabilities  removed.  Napo- 
lecm  laid  down  the  dictum  that  if  we  want 
men  to  work  well  we  must  feed  them ; 
and,  certainly,  if  we  want  men  to  work 
well  in,  this  Department,  we  must  pay  them 
a  reasonable  living  wage.  1  do  not  know 
that  I  have  any  further  observations  to 
offer.  I  have  said  sufficient  to  indicate  to  the 
Government  that  when  I  ■  submit  a  motion 
of  this  character  I  do  not  bring  it  forward 
merely  as  a  placard.  During  the  last  re- 
cess the  whole  of  my  leisure  was  devoted 
to  an  investigation  of  the  position  of  the 
Postal  Department,  and,  consequently, 
I  mav  be  pardoned  for  having  interrupted 
the  debate  upon  the  Federal  Capital  Site 
question  to  malogijbsd  ai^»!U)€^w  House 
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to  grant  an  inquiry  into  the  administratis 
uf  that  Department.  The  appointment  of 
a  Royal  Commission  is  ab»>lutel^  neces- 
sary in  order  that  it  may  compel,  if  neces- 
sary, unwilling  witnesses  to  appear  before 
it.  I  submit  this  motion  with  a  strict  re- 
gard to  what  I  COTceive  to  be  my  public 
duty,  If  the  House  is  of  opinion  that  an 
inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  will 
suffice,  I  bow  to  its  decision.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  such  an  inquiry  will  not  result  in 
the  cure  of  existing  evils.  The  Postmaster- 
General  has  pointed  out  that  since  the  con- 
summaticm  of  Federation  six  different 
postal  departments  have  had  to  be  amalga- 
mated. I  admit  that  that  has  been  a  stu- 
pendous task,  and  I  give  the  Public  Servitx 
Ccanmissioner  credit  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  performed  his  duty  in  this 
oonnexi<m.  But  although  he  has  dwie  his 
duty  faithfully,  he  is  merely  human,  and 
if  the  law  does  not  permit  him  to  mete 
out  justice  to  (rfficials  the  fault  is  not  his. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bbown. — It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  what  is  the  law,  but  of  Ministers 
interfering  with  him. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber dealt  with  that  aspect  of  the  matter  so 
thoroughly  the  other  evening  that  I  have 
purposely  refrained  from  touching  upon  it. 
The  Postmaster- General  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Where  has  there  been 
aiiv  interference? 

Mr.^  WEBSTER.— The  Public  Service 
Commissioner  should  not  be  interfered  with 
either  by  the  Postmaster- General  or  by  the 
departmental  head  of  the  Post  Office.  No 
frictioi  should  be  engendered.  If  there  be 
cause  for  friction,  and  the  law  does  not 
pei  mit  of  its  being  obviated,  the  law  should 
be  altered  so  as  to  produce  better  results. 
Not  only  is  it  necessary  that  we  should 
have  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Postal  Department,  and  into 
the  various  systems  that  obtain  there,  but 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  discover  why 
anomalies  exist  which  render  proper  ad- 
ministration impossible.  I  admit  that  a 
Royal  Commission  such  as  I  propose  would 
have  a  stupendous  task  to  perform.  But 
it  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  depart- 
mental officers  and  to  the  public  gener- 
ally. Moreover,  it  is  due  to  the  Diepart- 
ment  itself  that  its  operaticms  should  come 
under  review  frcm  time  to  time,  especially 
^\hen  we  recollect  that  it  merely  represents  a 
growth  which  is  the  result  of  the  change 
brought  about  bv  Federation.  If  it  be 
necessary  fiwn  time  to  time  to  review  the 


operaticMis  of  an  old-established  Depart- 
ment such  as  that  which  obtains  in  Great 
Britain,  surely  it  must  be  more  necessary 
to  review  the  administration  of  a  new-txmi 
institution  such  as  our  Commcxiwealth  Pos- 
tal Service.  I  say  that  the  position  has  be- 
come so  serious  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  effecting  a  jeform  of  the  Depart- 
ment. We  require,  straight  away,  a  full 
and  searching  inquiry  into  its  administra- 
tion. I  felt  very  much  hurt  this  afternoon 
by  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I  was 
grieved  to  think  that  I  could  iK>t  submit 
this  proposal  without  giving  umbrage  to 
certain  honorable  members  whom  I  have  no 
desire  to  offend,  because  a  matter  of  this 
kind  should  be  above  all  party  considera- 
tions. It  is  one  that  should  rise  far  above 
the  narrow  sphere  of  party  politics,  and 
which  should  be  dealt  with  in  an  effective 
manner  with  a  view  to  securing  the  best 
and  most  lasting  results. 

Mr.  MAUGER  (Maribymong— Post- 
master-General) [5.4]. — I  have  no  fault 
to  find  with  the  spirit  in  which  this  amend- 
ment has  been  submitted.  The  Govern- 
ment are  not  opposing  the  appointment  of 
a  Royal  Caxunission  at  this  stage  because 
they  entertain  the  faintest  obj«:tion  to  the 
fullest  Inquiry  into  both  the  work  of  the 
officers  of  the  Postal  Department  and  into 
its  administration.  But  they  are  of 
opinion  that  steps  have  alreadv  been  taken 
which  will  have  tKe  effect  of  remedying 
many  of  the  complaints  to  which  my  hon- 
orable  friend  has  alluded.  They  are 
also  of  opinion  that  the  mos't  expeditious, 
the  least  costly,  and  the  most  effective 
way  of  dealing  with  the  existing  evils  is 
that  which  they  have  proposed.  But  as 
bckh  the  Cabinet  Committee  and  a  Royal 
Commission  would  merelv  be  means  to  an 
end,  and  not  an  end  in  themselves,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if,  during  the 
progress  of  the  inquirv,  it  becomes  evident 
that  the  machinery  of  the  Government  is 
ncft  effective,  they  will  favorably  consider 
the  question  of  the  appointment,  of  a 
Roval  Commission. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  think  that  that  is  a  most 
reasonable  suggestion.  Only  we  shall 
have  to  make  the  Government  appoint  khe 
Commission  a  little  more  quickly. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  House,  I  am 
sure,  will  recognise  that  the  difficulties 
with  which  the  Department  is  at  present 
bes^  have  accumulated  diieflv  during  the 
past  few  years.  Certainly  they  have  be- 
come intensified  during  the  past  twelve 
months  by  reasoit^gfJ^ePj^  ®ePCwt^<*i- 
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ticfus  whidi  we  have  been  called  upon  to 
face.  Seeing  that  the  Government  have 
frankly  recognised  that  these  difficulties  do 
exist,  and  that  they  are  prepared  to  take 
measures  to  remedy  them,  I  can  scarcely 
believe  that  the  House  will  be  so  unrea- 
sonable as  to  take  up  a  different  attitude. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^Why  should  the 
evils  have  accumulated? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  wiJl  tell  the  honor- 
able member.  They  have  accumulated 
only  during  the  past  two  or  three  years — 
a't  any  rate,  they  have  become  most  acute 
during  that  time,  so  far  as  they  affect  the 
employes. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — But  that  is  only 
one  of  the  evils  of  which  onnplaint  is 
made. 

Mr.  Austin  •Chapman. — The  honwable 
member  will  have  his  chance  presently. 
Give  the  Minister  a  show. 

Mr.  MAUGER.^I  have  to  thank  the 
honorable  member  for  Franklin  for  his 
kindness  and  for  his  admission  that  I  have 
made  an  earnest  effort  to  cope  with  these 
difficulties.  I  have  also  to  thank  the 
mover  of  this  proposal  for  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  my  efforts.  He  is  certainlv 
more  generous  than  are  some  newspapers. 
It  would  be  quite  impossible  for  any  Min- 
ister, with  the  existing  machinery'  at  h!s 
command,  to  do  more  than  I  have  done 
during  the  period  that  I  have  occupied  my 
present  posrtioni.  The  very  fact  that  the 
Govemmeffit  have'  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  large  number  of  addi- 
tional «nploy^s,  and  that  a  considerable 
concession  has  been  granted  to  a  number 
of  {^kers  during  the  past  six  months, 
goes  to  show  that  we  are  endeavouring  ^o 
meet  the  position  which  has  arisen.  The 
difficulty  in  this  -  c(»HKnion  has  really  be- 
cwne  acute  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years.  In  1904 — about  three  and  a 
half  years  ago — ^'the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner reported  that  he  had  apportioned 
a  full  supply  of  officers  to  all  the  branches 
of  the  Postal  Department  in  all  the 
States,  including  New  South  Wales,  and 
that  there  was  an  excess  of  159  <^Bcers.  So 
that,  whatever  undeimanning  may  have 
taken  place,  must  have  occurred  durir^ 
the  past  two  and  a  half  years.  That  un- 
dermanning  is  due  to  various  causes,  which 
have  been  mentioned  during  the  course  of 
previous  debates,  and  also  to  the  abnwmal 
increase  of  business  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  past  two  years.  1  suppose  that 
even  the  author  of  this  amendment  will  ad- 


mit that,  prior  to  two  years  ago,  these  own- 
plaints  were  not  heard  of  if  they  existed. 

Mr.  Reid. — Thev  have  existed  for 
years. 

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — ^Yes,  thefe  were. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Honorable  members, 
in  affirming  that  it  has  be«i  going  or  foi 
years,  take  up  the  position  that  the  Public 
Service  Commissitxier  was  wr<Hig  whoi, 
three  years  ago,  he  stated  that  all  necessar\ 
provisicm  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  think  thai 
the  Minister  will  be  better  off  by  getting 
behind  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  am  not  trying  to  do 
so.  Can  it  be  asserted  that  I  have  tried  tc- 
do  so  by  quoting  his  report  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Minister  has 
quoted  only  a  little  bit  of  it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  quoted  all  that  is 
pertinent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  Minister 
agree  with  the  Conmissioner? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  know  the  facts. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Then  what  was  the 
object  in  quoting  the  repon  f 

Mr.  MAUGER.— To  show  that,  in  1904, 
the  Service,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ccwnmis- 
sioner,  contained  all  the  officers  required. 
That  statement  was  either,  right  or  wrong. 
If  it  was  right,  and  there  were  159  officers 
in  excess  three  and  a  half  years  ago,  the 
whole  trouble  must  have  accumulated  sinra 
then. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  Minister 
say  that  there  has  been  no  trouble  in  the 
post-office  but  shortage  of  hands  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  shortage  of  hands 
is  the  trouble  with  whidi  I  am  dealing, 
and  I  say  that  it  has  come  about  during 
the  last  two  years.  The  moment  it  was  dis- 
covered, steps  were  taken  to  remedy  it,  and 
last  year  1,760  temporary  hands  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  Sydney  crffice  in  excess  of 
the  number  in  the  previous  year.  We  fell 
that  the  office  was  under-manned,  and  die 
the  best  we  could  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Did  tEe  Cranmls- 
sioner  concur? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — He  acknowledged  thai 
a  mistake  had  been  made,  and  that  more 
temporary  hands  should  be  apptnnted.  We 
asked  for  i  ,000  permanent  (^ficers  and 
were  given  600^ 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  Minister  cannot  separate 
the  actions  of  individual  Ministers  in  that 
way. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Treasurer  acted 
on  the  advice  of  the  P.u.blic  Sepice  Com- 
missioner, wh(fc,g^i?gj^Cft(^®g;te  Had 
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i,6oo  hands  been  appointed,  the  congestion 
would  have  been  largely  avoided.  Honor- 
able members  ought  to  be  reasonable,  and 

to  recognise  the  magnitude  of  the  Depart- 
ment. In  obtaining  the  appointment  of  per- 
manent hands,  we  had  to  set  in  operation 
all  the  machinery  which  Parliament  in  its 
wisdom  has  created.  The  procedure  is  that 
the  need  for  additional  assistance  must  be 
(■ertified  to  by  the  Deputy  Postmaster- 
General,  the  Permanent  Head,  and  the  in- 
spector of  the  Public  Service  Commissitmer, 
and  finally,  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner has  to  certify  to  the  appointments. 
That  long,  and  often  irritating,  procedure 
had  to  be  followed  befwe  appointments 
could  be  made.  A  large  number  of  hands 
.should  have  been  appointed  socmer. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^The  more  reason  for 
an  inquiry  by  others  than  Ministers. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— An  inquiry  on  the 
lines .  suggested  would  intensify  the  evil. 
Through  it  an  enormous  amount  of  addi- 
tional work  would  devolve  upon  the  De- 
partment. Many  employes  would  be  called 
from  their  ordinary  routine  duties  to  give 
evidence. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Only  one  man  at  a 
time. 

Mr.  Webster. — All  the  witnesses  would 
not  be  summmied  at  once. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — If  the  experience  of 
my  honorable  friends  is  the  same  as  nine, 
they  will  know  that  the  investigations  of 
Royal  Commissions  are  costly,  lengthy, 
cumbersome,  and  irritating,  to  heads  of  De- 
partments and  ofiicers  alike. 

Mr,  JosepA  Cook.— The  irriution  can- 
not well  be  increased. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  admit  that. 
It  has  been  greatly  exaggerated.  I  meet 
with  and  know  a  large  number  of  the  &a- 
ploy&. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  are  about  12,000  per- 
sons involved. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Two-thirds  of  them  are 
happier,  and  are  working  under  better  con- 
ditions, tlian  any  similar  number  in  private 
employment  in  any  part  of  the  world.  An 
inquiry  would  prove  that  to  be  so,  a-id  the 
applications  for  employment  which  we  le- 
cvive  supjKjrt  my  statement.  I  admit  that 
there  are  grievances,  that  inordinately  long 
hours  have  been  worked,  and  overtime  has 
accumulated ;  but  I  have  taken  the  pre- 
liminary steps  to  remedy  them,  and  before 
a  t'ommis'^ion  could  be  appointed,  many  of 
them  would  hnve  been  removed.  The 
tidt'lity  guarantees  referred  to  are  exacted 
in  every  Department  of  the  Commonwealth. 


It  is  unfair  to  speak  of  them  as  a  special 
grievance  of  postal  officials.  •  The  Trea- 
surer, howevei,  stated  this  week  rhat  it 
was  proposed  to  reduce  them  to  a  aiini- 
mum,  or  to  abolish  tl^m,  so  that  that 
grievance  will  soon  be  removed.  The  fact 
that  officers  of  the  Postal  Department  are 
called  upon  to  do  electoral  work  for  the 
Department  of  Home  Affairs,  and  Savings 
Bank  work  for  the  States  Goverimients,  is 
a  source  of  complaint,  especially  in  South 
Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  officers  concerned 
do  not  object  to  the  work ;  but  they  object 
to  being  deprived  of  the  pay  they  should 
receive  for  doing  it 

Mr.  Watkins. — ^That  is  a  grievance  in 
every  State. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— In  South  Australia, 
more  was  received  fnxn  .th^  State  Govern- 
ment for  this  work  than  was  paid  in  the 
other  States,  and  a  considerable  loss  has 
been  suffered  by  many  officials,  especially 
in  the  Telegraph  Branch.  But  the  value 
of  this  work  was  appraised  by  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner,  who  has  emphati- 
cally stated  that  in  fixing  salaries  he  took 
into  consideration  all  the  work  to  be  done 
by  the  occupants  of  the  various  offices.  I 
brought  the  matter  under  his  notice  on  my 
return  from  Adelaide,  and  he  assured  me 
that,  while  there  had  been  a  reduction  

Mr.  Batchelor. — He  said  in  his  report 
that  there  had  not  been  a  reduction. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  promised  to  bring  the 
matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister and  the  Public  Service  Commissi<xier, 
and  the  latter  informed  me  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  establish,  as  far  as  possible,  uni- 
form rates  of  pay  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth, and  that,  in  Bxing  salaries,  cm- 
sideration  had  been  paid  to  all  the  duties 
attaching  to  an  office.  He  said  that,  while 
it  was  hsu-d  on  some  officers  that  they  should 
have  to  ccxne  down,  it  was  imperative  to 
secure  uniformity.  The  Postal  Depart- 
ment is  not  to  blame,  although  these  facts 
furnished  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
with  one  of  his  strongest  reasons  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  $aid  very  little  oa 
the  point.  ' 

Mr.  Batchelor.  —  It  is  one  of  the 
matters  in^  regard  to  which  there  should 
be  an  inquiry,  so  that  justice  may  be  done. 
The  Post  Office  employes  are  certainly  af- 
fected. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  should  not  form  the 
subject  of  an  inquirv  into  the  administra- 
tion of  one  particn]^i,p^)y,g«n^[(3-he 
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Cabinet  Committee  will  act  as  drastically 
in  regard  to  this  matter  as  any  Royal  Com- 
mission could  be  expected  to  do  in  the  way 
of  putting  it  clearly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Batcheloh. — Its  members  will  be 
handicapped,  because  they  are  Ministers. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — That  is  a  pure  assump- 
ticm. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Who  is  going  to  fur- 
nish the  Committee  with  information? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— We  have'  most  of  the 
information,  and  my  experience  is  that  pub- 
lic Servants  are  inclined  to  make  their 
grievances  known  to  the  full.  Does  my 
honorable  friend  suggest  that  I,  as  bead  of 
the  Department,  will  not  receive  fron  and 
give  to  the  humblest  member  of  the  ser- 
vice the  fullest  ccKifidence? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  know  from  ex- 
perience that  the  Minister  will  not  receive 
it. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  feel  sure  that  not  a 
ccHnplaint  comes  to  the  honorable  member 
which  is  not  brought  to  my  knowledge, 
and  there  is  not  a  well-grounded  complaint 
which  I  have  not  attempted  to.  remedy ;  in 
many  cases  successfully.  It  is  admitted  that 
oxnplaints  exist,  and  the  Government  have 
tak«i  steps  to  find  a  nanedy ;  and  our  con- 
tention is  that  the  remedy  will  be  found 
more  quickly  and  ccsnpletely  by  the  means 
we  prc^)ose.  After  all,  the  only  question 
is  one  of  the  means  to  be  adopted ;  and  I 
repeat  that  if  it  be  found  that  the  Cabinet 
Committee  is  not  effective,  I  shall  recom- 
mend the  Government  to  adopt  the  course 
foreshadowed  in  the  proposal  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwydir. 

Mr.  HuTcmsON. — But  the  proposal  of 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Gwydir  should 
not  be  taken  as  a  reflection  'cm  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Government  can- 
not T^ard  it  as  anything  else  but  a  reflec- 
titm.  When  the  Government  frankly  admit 
to  the  House  that  the  complaints  made  re-' 
quire  thorough  investigation,  recognise  that 
the  machinery  of  the  various  Departments 
needs  re-adjusting,  and  show  that  they  are* 
prepared  to  take  immediate  steps  to  secure 
reform,  they  cannot  but  feel  it  as  a  reflec- 
tion if  the  method  which  they  consider  to 
be  the  best  is  not  accepted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Surely  the  House  is  en- 
titled to  express  an  opinion  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Certainly ;  the  House 
has  the  power  to  take  over  the  whole  man- 
agement of  the  affair ;  but  honorable  mem- 
bers cannot  have  confidence  in  tiie  Govern- 
ment and  at  the  same  time  demcHistrate  by 


such  a  motion  as  this  that  they  have  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Government. 

Sir  John  Quick. — Is  the  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee prepared  to  take  evidence? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Unquestionably ;  and 
already  we  are  being  supplied  wi^  evi- 
dence. 

Mr.  WiLSON.^ — ^The  Government  are 
going  to  judge  in  their  own  cause ! 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  not  a  question  of 
judging  our  own  cause;  or,  if  it  is,  then 
the  proposal  of  the  hmorable  member  "for 
Gwydir  is  the  more  serious. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Supposing  the  Go- 
vernment find  that  the  Department  is  in  a 
shocking  state  of  chaos  through  mismanage- 
ment, will  they  say  so  to  the  House? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  the  Government  find 
that  the  steps  they  are  taking  are  not  ade- 
quate to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public, 
or  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  they  will  not 
wait  to  come  to  the  House,  but  will  take  a 
more  effective  way  of  getting  over  the  diffi- 
culty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  to  sav,  if 
need  be  the  Government,  will  take  such  steps 
as  will  bring  about  the'  most  effectual  con 
demnation  of  their  policy?  Absurd. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  member 
may  place  that  construction  on  the  position 
if  he  likes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  the  <»i1y  con- 
struction. 

_  Mr.  MAUGER.— If  so,  that  construc- 
tion is  still  more  applicable  now,  because 
it  is  a  challenge  to  the  Government  at  once. 
By  the  voluntary  step  they  have  taken,  the 
Government  admit  that"  the  branches  of  the 
Pc^t  and  Telegraph  Department  in  the  six 
States,  each  representing  a  different  piece 
of  machinery,  do  not,  with  the  means  at 
present  at  our  disposal,  work  as  smoothly  as 
we  could  wish. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  worked 
more  smoothly  during  the  first  years  of 
Federation  than  during  the  past  few  years. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  only  natural. 
There  was  no  Public  Service  CcMnmissioner 
imtil  1904 — it  is  only  some  three  and  a-half 
years  since  this  highly  complicated  piece  of 
machinery  of  the  federated  Departments  was 
put  into  motion.  I  submit  that  the  position 
of  the  Government  is  most  reasonable.  We 
admit  that  the  whole  relationship  of  the 
one  Dep^ment  to  the  others  must  be  con- 
sidered, and  that  tlie  Departments  are  in 
experimental  stages:  We  are  prepared  to 
admit  that  there  has  been  abnormal  develop- 
ment, and  that  officers  ijave  been  placed 
in  positions  tha$,^j^yi©0gfeoccupy. 
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And,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  we  cannot 
but  regard  a  proposal  of  this  kind  as  mosl 
serious. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  allegation  is 
that  the  Government  do  not  admit  mis- 
management. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — ^What  is  mismanage- 
ment? There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
decentralization.  But  what  are  the  facts? 
At  least  eight-tenths  of  'the  appeals  made 
to  this  House  are  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Deputy  Postmasters-General,  to  whom  we 
have  delegated  powers  of  administration, 
and  the  very  members  who  plead  for  de- 
centralization are  those  who,  in  their 
anxiety  to  serve  their  constituents,  prevent 
decentralization.  Let  me  give  a  concrete 
instance :  The  Deputy  Postmaster- General 
of  Western  Australia,  and  the  Inspector, 
both  reported  that,  in  their  judgment,  an 
extra  post  and  telegraph  office  at  the  Cus- 
toms House  there  was  not  needed — that  its 
provision  would  be  a  waste  of  mcmey  and 
unjustifiable.  But  the  honorable  member 
for  Perth  and  others  made  such  represeii- 
taticuis  that  the  change  was  made. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Against  the  recom- 
inendaition  of  the  officials  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — Against  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  officials.  Nearly  every 
Induction  in  mail  services,  from  twice  to 
once  a  day,  or  from  three  times  to  once 
a  week,  has  been  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Deputy  Postmasters -General ;  but 
honorable  members  rise  in  their  places,  and 
ask  why  their  cwstituents  should  be  de- 
prived of  postal  facilities  which  they  have 
enjoved  for  the  last  twenty  years.  It  would 
appear  that  h<»iorable  members  do  not  be- 
Heve  in  decentralization  when  it  affects 
their  constituents. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson. — The  Minister 
rs  implying  that  his  dectsiiHi  would  be  in 
favour  of  continuing  the  services  as  here* 
lofore. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — No;  I  am  pointing 
out  the  great  difficulties  there  are  in  ad- 
ministering a  Department  of  this  kind  with 
new  and  complex  machinerv. 

Mr.  Salmon. — What  about  the  arrange- 
ment to  take  a  vote  upon  the  Federal 
Capital  questicHi  at  half-past  5  o'clock? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  not  responsible 
for  that  arrangement.  I  should  be  glad  if 
the  hon(»able  member  for  Gwvdir,  in  view 
of  what  I  have  said,  could  see  fit  to  with- 
draw his  proposal ;  but  I  desire  to  impress 
on  the  House  the  serious  manner  in  which 
the  Government  regard  it.  The  Govern- 
ment are  asking  for  an  opportunity  to 
carry  out  the  method  the^-  have  proposed ; 


and  if  the  House  says  that  the  Government 
are  wrcmg,  the  House  must  take  the  respon- 
sibility. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  reply  to  an  in- 
terjection of  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  a  little  while  ago,  the  Post»- 
master-General  seemed  to  imply  some  re- 
flection on  the  Public  Service '  Conmiis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  have  endeavoured  to 
av<Md  even  the  appearance  of  casting  any 
reflecticxi,  because  I  recognise  the  diflteul- 
ties  of  that  gentleman's  position.  ■  But  I 
have  said  publicly,  and  also  to  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  himself,  that  I  be- 
lieve the  machinery  is  so  complex,  and  the 
business  of  the  Department  so  far-reach- 
ing, that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  one 
Commissioner  to  adequately  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  service. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  Public  Service 
Commissioner  wants  backing  •  up,  as  he 
would  be  backed  up  after  a  full  inquiry 
by  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Public  Service 
Commissioner  can  be  backed  up  at  the 
right  time,  and  in  the  right  place;  and 
the  Government  believe  thev  have  proposed 
the  most  effective  and  quickest  way.  The 
Government  have  alreadv  prcsnised  to  in- 
troduce a  Public  Service  Act  Amendment 
Bill,  when  the  whole  matfer  can  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr,  Batchelor.— It  is  not  a  matter  of 
discussion,  but  of  obtaining  evidence  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  friction. 

Mr.  MAUGER— Evidence  has  been  ac- 
cumulating for  some  two  years,  and  it  is 
quite  sufficient'  to  warrant  the  Government 
in  taking  immediate  steps. 
"Mr.  Mathews. — The  Government  will 
take  further  evidence? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Of  course. 

Sir  John  Quick. — On  oath? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— If  necessary. 

Sir  John  Quick. — The  COTimittee  could 
not  take  evidence  cm  oath. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— There  is  no  occasion 
to  take  evidence  on  oath.  At  no  time  has 
any  reflection  been  cast  on  the  Public  Ser- 
vice Cwnmissioner  j  and  I  ha^■e  no  desire 
that  my  words  should  tiear>  that  construc- 
tion. But  I  ^ay,  as  my  individual  opinion, 
that  the  machinery  is  too  complex,  and  the 
work  too  great,  for  one  man  to  do  with 
satisfaction  to  himself,  the  crfiicerS,  or  the 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then,  owing  to  the 
defects  of  the  Act,  the  Commissioner  is  not 
doing  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  service. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  defects  of  the 
Act  could  only  be  made  known  after  the 
experience  we'ha\-e  gained;  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Commissioner  to  do  justice 
to  this  or  any  other  Department,  not  from 
lack  of  capacity,  or  a  sincere  desire  carried 
oul  very  often  at  sacrifice  to  himself,  but 
in  the  absence  of  adequate  machinery. 
The  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  also 
suggested  that  a  technical  branch  should  be 
formed  in  which  the  more  skilful  artisans 
employed  in  instrument  fitting  and  so  forth 
should  be  classified.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
a  proposal  to  that  effect  has  already  been 
made,  and  the  head  of  the  Department  has 
submitted  a  suggestion  to  that  end  to  the 
Commisskxier.  Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  the  realization  of  his  idea  will 
be  facilitated  by  referring  the  (juestion  to 
a  Royal  Commission  ?  I  could  deal  with 
a  great  many  other  subjects,  but  I  think 
that  I  have  shown  clearly  the  positi<Ki  in 
which  the  Government  find  themselves.  I 
should  like,  however,  to  give  one  or  two 
illustrations  of  the  difficulties  which  those 
who  administer  the  Department  are  called 
upon  to  face.  I  am  sorry  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Kooyong  is  not  at  present 
in  the  chamber,  because  through  him  a 
number  of  complaints  have  been  made  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  C(xnmerce 
in  Sydney — complaints  which  the  honor- 
able member  said  were  well  founded.  One 
of  the  most  serious  was  to  the  effect  that, 
on  a  telephone  subscriber  in  Sydney  notify- 
ing the  Department  of  his  intention  to 
change  his  residence,  the  Department 
adopted  a  most  unbusinesslike  method. 
This  subscriber  was  changing  addresses 
with  another  subscriber ;  and  it  was  com- 
plained that  the  Department  insisted  on  the 
actual  telephone  instruments  also  being  ex- 
changed as  between  the  residences.  It  was 
urged  that  this  caused  irritating  delay,  and 
that  the  acticm  was  altogether  outrageous. 
The  fact  is,  however,  that  it  was  at  the 
earnest  request  of  the  persons  who  were 
changing  residences  that  the  arrangement 
was  carried  put.  Representatimis  were 
made  to  the  (^ials,  and  it  was  asked 
that  they  might  be  permitted  to  cwitinue 
the  use  of  the  same  machines  as  hitherto. 
Reports  from  officers  were  called  for,  and 
paragraphs  were  published  in  the  news- 
papers about  this  matter. 


Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Who  made  the  com* 
plaint  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Chairman  of  the 
Sydney  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — At  whose  instance? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  am  trying  to  find 
out ;  but  it  was  certainly  not  at  the  instance 
of  the  subscribers  concerned.  In  nine 
times  out  of  ten  axnplaints  are  found  to 
have  no  reasonable  grounds.  These  are 
matters  which  ought  to  be  settled  by  the 
Deputy  Postmasters-General,  but  they 
art:  r^sed  here  by  the  very  persons  who 
talk  about  decentralization.  Another  serious 
complaint  made  in  the  metropolitan  press 
was  that  a  mail-man  at  Balwyn  was  called 
upon  to  cariry  heaw  loads  on  a  bicycle, 
and  that  the  Department  was  guilty  of 
gross  sweating  in  requiring  him  to  do  so. 
Ualf-a-dozen  lefcers  on  the  subject  were 
addressed  to  me  personailv;.  But  what 
are  the  facts?  The  contract  provides  that 
a  horse  shall  be  luied ;  but  at  the  special 
and  earnest  request  of  the  man  himself  "the 
use  of  a  bicycle  was  permitted.  Charges 
of  this  sort  are  (xmstantlv  being  made,  as 
illustrating  the  mismanagement  of  the  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
gentleman  has  quoted  ^eveiral  cases  in 
which  the  Department  has  proved  the 
public  to  be  wrong.  Will  he  now  cite 
cases  where  the  public  have  proved  the 
Department  to  be  wrong? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  the  complaints — except  where  they  re- 
late to  services  which  depend  up<xi  funds 
being  available,  or  to  the  provision  of 
switch-boards  ot  machinery,  whifdi  depends 
upon  the  exigencies  of  the  service — have  no 
foundation,  so  far  as  the  Department  is 
concerned.  A  perusal  of  ihe  reports  of 
the  Postal  Departments  of  other  countries 
£hows  that  there  are  fewer  ftfmplaints 
and  mistakes  in  connexion  with  the  Com- 
monwealth Department  than  there  are  in 
connexion  with  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department  of  any  other  nart  of  the  world. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Then  there  must 
be  a  good  manv  mistakes  elsewhere. 

Mr.  MAUGER— There  are-. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  facts  are  as 
stated  bv  the  honorable  member,  what  a 
farce  it  is  to  institute  an  inquiry. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  think  an  in- 
quirv  is  necessary  to  the  extent  suggested. 
What  we  need  to  do  is  to  collect  these 
facts,  to  put  them  into  concrete  form,  and 
to  appeal  to  the  House  at--the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  pn>tiife4he  SaeQ^g)t*remedy 
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grievances  and  provide  better  macRinery. 
I  wish  to  get  at  the  heart  of  the  trouble 
without  any  delay,  but  the  proposal  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
would  render  it  impossible  to  do  so  fmr  a 
very  IcHig  time. 

Mr.  Webster. — The  honorable  member, 
as  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  Committee, 
can  do  no  more  than  he  can  as  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr,  MAUGER. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  speaking  without  knowledge. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  am  not. 

Mr.  ^lAUGER.— I  sliall  show  that  the 
honorable  member  is.  The  changes 
that  are  necessary  to  secure  an  improved 
^service  are  by  no  means  ccxifined  to  my 
Departmfflit.  In  other  words,  the 
machinery  of  the  Government  is  so  com- 
plex that  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment is,  so  to  speak,  wrapped  up  with 
the  Department  of  Hwue  Affairs,  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner's  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Treasury.  The  object  of 
the  Government  in  appointing  a  Cabinet 
Committee  to  make  inquiry  is  to  determine 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  in  regard  to 
the  relationships  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  DepartmCTt. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  not  every  Pos- 
tal Department  wrapped  up  with  the 
Treasurj'  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Postal  Depart- 
ments of  other  parts  of  the  world  have  al- 
ready made  proposals  to  overcome  that 
difficulty.  The  Postal  Department  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  for  instance,  is  not 
dependent  upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  tune 
being.  A  system  of  works  annuities  is 
in  vc^e.  A  schedule  of  works  is  pre- 
pared j  these  works  annuities  are  presented 
every  year  to  Parliament,  and  apportions 
are  made,  the  payments  bedng  spr«id  over 
a  series  of  years,  according  to  the  life  of 
the  works  proposeii  to  be  executed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Has  the  Minister 
ever  had  a  sixpence  taken  off  his  works 
Estimates  bv  this  House? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Not  bv  this  House. 

^^r.  Joseph  Cook.— Then  what  is  the 
trouble  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  trouble  is  that 
which  I  have  indicated — that  the  relation- 
ships of  the  several  Departments  need  to  be 
more  clearly-  defined. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When  I  was  Trea- 
surer i  had  no  complaint  fr«n  the  Post- 
master-General as  to  failure  on  my  part  to 
provide  suflScient  funds  for  his  Depart- 
ment. 


Mr.  MAUGER.— The  right  honorable 
member  cut  down  the  Estimates  of  my  pre- 
decessor. • 
Sir  John  Fobrest. — I  did  not. 
Mr.  MAUGER.— The  practice  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  present  occupant  of  the  oflfice 
of  Treasurer.  Sir  George  Turner  gained 
his  reputation  in  Victoria  by  cutting  down, 
by  ;^5o,ooo  or  ;^6o,ooo  a  year,  the  Esti- 
mates for  necessary  works. 

Mr.  Salmon. — More  than  that.  He 
would  reduce  the  Estimates  of  one  Depart- 
ment bv  that  amount. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  was  speaking  of  his 
treatment  of  the  Estimates  of  the  Post- 
master-General's Department. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  honorable 
member  suggest  that  Sir  George  Turner  is 
responsible  for  the  present  state  of  affairs? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No.  I  say  that  the 
duty  of  the  Treasurer,  whoe\'er  he  may  be, 
is,  in  present  circumstances,  to  keep  his  ex- 
penditure within  his  receipts.  Sir  George 
Turner  will  indorse  my  statement  as  to  his 
treatment  of  the  Estimates,  and  he  says 
that  the  difficulties  have  arisen  owing  to  the 
failure  to  adopt  stxne  such  system  as  I 
have  indicated.  Estimates  are  not  only  re- 
duced before  thev  reach  the  House,  but  are 
passed  so  late  in  the  session  that  many 
works  to  which  they  relate  cannot  be  CMn- 
pleted  within  the  financial  year,  and  the 
votes  in  respect  of  them  consequently  lapse, 
while  the  difficulties  of  the  service  are  in- 
tensified. I  am  not  casting  any  reflectiort 
on  either  Sir  George  Turner  or  the  pre- 
sent Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Then  why  drag  in 
the  name  of  Sir  George  Turner? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— 1  simply  referred  to 
his  practice  by  way  of  illustration,  and  did 
not  drag  in  his  name  with  the  object  which 
the  honorable  member  suggests. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.^ — As  a  man  who 
would  not  give  the  Postmaster-General  all 
the  money  requisite  to  carry  on  the  service  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Unquestionably. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — He  did  good 
service  for  his  State. 

Mr.  MAUGER.--I  have  not  suggested 
tliat  he  did  not.  . 

Mr.  Watson.— -Every  Treasurer  has  to- 
cut  down  the  Estimates  of  the  Depart- 
ments if  he  is  going  to  keep  them  within 
bounds. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Certainly.  But  when 
we  have  to  make  provisicHi  for  M'orks  and 
business  expansions  in  respect  of  tele- 
phones   ^^^.^^^^^  by  Google 
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Mr.  Watson. — ^There  is  a  reasonable 
limit  in  those  cases. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— When  the  public  de- 
mand increased  facilities — when,  as  is  the 
case  in  Sydney  to-day,  applications  tor 
hundreds  of  telephones  are  being  received, 
surelv  1  am  not  making  an  unreasonable 
demand  in  asking  the  House  to  provide  for 
such  services? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  no  fair- 
ness in  saying  that  the  present  Trwwurer 
and  his  predecess(»^,  with  the  exception  of 
S.r  George  Turner,  were  all  riglft— in 
other  words,  that  Sir  George  Turner  was 
all  wrong. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— T  have  not  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  said  distinctly  that 
Sir  George  Turner  would'  subscribe  to  mv 
statement,  and  I  cast  no  reflection  upon 
him.  Let  me  refer  for  a  mwnent  to  the 
relationship  of  the  Department  of  Hmne 
Affairs  to  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment. A  works  branch  has  been  established 
in  ccxmexion  with  the  Department  of  Home 
Affairs,  and  some  time  must  necessarily 
elapse  before  we  can  determine  how  that 
machinery  will  work. 
■  Mr.  Saj-MON. — It  does  not  work  at  all. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— That  is  the  trouble, 
and  the  Government  recognise  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  proposals  should  be 
made  to  make  it  work. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Yet  the  Go- 
vernment is  increasing  the  Estimates  of  the 
Department  of  Home  Affairs. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— -The  Department  ot 
Home  Affairs  has  a  lot  of  work  to  do  for 
the  Postmaster-General's  Department.  It 
even  manufactures  silent  cabinets  for  tele- 
plxxies. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  say  that  that  Department  is  mis- 
managed ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No;  I  say  that  we 
need  to  give  consideration  to  its  relation 
to  other  Departments.  Those  who  have 
held  office  as  Postmaster-General  during  the 
last  four  of  five  years  have  foreseen  the 
present  trouble.  There  is  great  diflBculty 
in  carrying  our  works.  We  have  to  depend 
upon  the  Public  Works  Departments  of  the 
States  and  they  put  Comnumwealth  work 
a  long  way  down  thdr  lists. 

Mr.  M6W1LLIAMS. — ^That  is  not  a  fair 
charge. 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  If  my  honorable 
friend  says  that  all  the  Public  Works  De- 
partments of  all  the  States  do  not  adopt 
that  practice  I  agree  with  him  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  he  can  deny  the  asserti(»i  that  two- 


thirds  of  them  do.  Special  arrangements 
had  to  be  made  last  year  f<x  the  appcmit- 
ment  of  draughtsmen  in  order  that  tele- 

phcMie  exchanges,  which  were  absolutely 
necessary  to  prevent  a  block,  might  be 
provided. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS.  There  again  cen- 
tralization is  the  trouble. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— No;  the  fault  lies 
with  the  Public  Works  Departments  of  the 
Sutes. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Decentralization  is  the 
trouble. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  is.  If  we  bad  a 
central  Public  Works  Department,  with  a 
staff  of  inspectors  who  could  see  that  the 
works  provided  for  on  the  Estimates  were 
carried  out,  our  present  troid)le8  would  be 
greatly  minimized. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Will  the  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee sit  in  public? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— It  will  whenever  it  is 
necessary  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Do  I  understand 
the  Postroaster-Gaieral  to  say  that  if  the 
Cabinet  Committee's  inquiry  is  found, 
when  completed,  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the 
Government  will  favour  the  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Ccxnmission? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  go  further  and  say 
that  if  we  discover  that  changes  must  be 
made,  and  that  the  Committee  is  unable  to 
obtain  the  evidence  that  ought  to  be  col- 
lected, the  Govenunent  itself  will  take  that 
step.  That  I  think  is  a  reascoiable  pro- 
positim.  The  course  proposed  t>^  the  Go< 
vernment  will  save  time  and  avdd  irrita- 
ti<xi  and  unnecessary  work  and  expmse. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  Ccanmittee 
finds  out  that  the  Government  is  censur- 
able then  the  Government  will  appoint  a 
Royal  Ccmunission  to  find  that  out  for 
them.      That  is  altogether  too  thin. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  if  he  please  place  the  most  un- 
generous construction  upon  my  remarks. 
That  appears  to  be  a  habit  of  his.  When 
I  referred  in  a  friendly  way  to  Sir  George 
Turner  a  few  minutes  ago  he  immediately 
suggested  that  I  was  reflecting  on  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  a  great  shame 
that  any  one  should  differ  frcxn  the  honor- 
able member. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  do  not  object  to  any 
one  differing  from  me,  but  I  do  object  to 
misrepresentation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  misrepresen- 
tation ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  guilty  of  a  gross,  misrepresenta- 
ti(Hi  in  suggesting)i£hatdI>yAad(M)wL6irectIy 
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ot  indirectly  reflected  on  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner personally,  or  on  the  services  he  bad 
rendered  the  country.  It  is  also  a  gross 
misrepresentation  to  say  that  I  have  re- 
flected on  the  Deputy  Postmasters-General. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  constantly  making  statements 
and  withdrawing  them. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — It  is  easy  to  make 
such  an  assertion,  but  it  is  diflicult  to 
prove  it.  If  the  honorable  member  were 
to  cultivate  a  Httle  of  that  suavity  which 
becomes  a  gentleman  it  would  be  better  for 
him  and  the  House.  I  endeavour  to  be 
friendly  and  to  respect  iiim,  but  he  ap- 
pears to  avail  himself  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  be  unfriendly. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  take  my  own 
course  despite  the  honorable  member's  lec- 
tures. 1  do  not  think  I  shall  go  to  the 
honorable  member  for  any  advice  as  to 
what  is  gentlemanly  conduct. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  was  not  lecturing 
the  honorable  member.  I  think  I  have 
fully  explained  the  position  which  the  Go- 
vernment take  up  in  regard  to  this  im- 
portant matter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [5.53].— I  do 
not  wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee  in  discussing  this  amendment  at  this 
juncture  in  detail,  for  I  recognise  that  hon- 
orable members  generally  are  as  anxious 
as  I  am  to  proceed  with  the  debate 
on  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill,  and 
to  arrive  at  a  decision  in  regard  to  it. 
I  desire,  however,  to  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  make  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  explanation  rather 
than  a  speech  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
amendment.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  when 
I  found  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwvdir  had  sprung  it  on  the  House.  It 
will  lie  within  the  recollection  of  honor- 
able members  that  smne  time  ago  I  gave 
notice  of  moticHt  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  C<Mnmission  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Past  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment.    The  notice  of  motion  read — 

That  a  Royal  Commissioa  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of,  and  the  general 
conditions  prevailing  in,  the  working  of  tlie 
Postmaster.General's  Department  of  the  Com- 
monwealth Public  Service. 

You,  sir,  will  recollect  drawing  my  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  there  was  already  upon 
the  business-paper  a  notice  of  motion — 
which  had  escaped  my  attention — in  the 
name  of  the  honorable  memlier  for  Gwydir 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
for  practically  the  same  purpose.  Acting 
upon  your  suggestion,  I  altered  my  notice 


of  motion  so  as  to  make  it  take  the  form 

of  an  amendment  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir,  which 
read — 

That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  with 
power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  the  postal,  telegraphic,  and 
telephonic  systems  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  working  thereof. 

The  reason  why  I  desired  to  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  was 
that  I  realized  that  the  powers  of  a  Select 
Committee  were  necessarily  very  much 
more  limited  than  were  those  of  a  Royal 
Commission.  Now,  it  so  happens  that 
there  are  in  my  constituency  a  very  large 
number  of  oflScers  employed  in  the  Postal 
Department  who  fCre  victims  of  the 
various  disabilities  about  which  we  have 
heard  so  many  complaints,  and  it  was  in 
pursuance  of  a  promise  which  I  made  to 
them  that  I  brought  forward  the  notice  of 
motion  to  which  I  have  referred.  Some 
little  time  afterwards  the  honorable  member 

for  Gwydir  came  to  me  

Mr.  Webster. — I  have  alreadv  explained 
that. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No;  the  , honorable 
member  has  not  attempted  to  do  so,  and 
that  is  my  reason  now  for  doing  so  myself, 
because  his  neglect  to  do  so  would  other- 
wise have  put  me  in  a  false  positimi.  Some 
little  time  subsequently  the  honorable  mem- 
l>er  asked  me  to  withdraw  my  notice  of 
amendment  because  he  had  good  reason  to 
know  that  the  Government  would  not 
agree  to  a  Royal  Commission,  and  that 
whilst  it  remained  upon  the  business-paper 
it  would  prevent  him  from  obtaining  the 
appcnntment  of  a  Select  Committee.  He 
Avent  (HI  to  explain  that  if  I  would  with- 
draw my  notice,  he  had  what  practically 
amounted  to  an  assurance  that  the  Select 
Committee  which  he  desired  would  be'np- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  never  said  anything  of 
th(^  kind. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  was  the  induce- 
ment which  the  honorable  memlxr  held  out 
to  me  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  me 
to  withdraw  my  notice  of  amendment.  He 
let!  me  to  understand  that  he  had  a  reason- 
able assurance  that  a  Select  Committee 
would  be  appointed,  and  that  when  the 
session  terminated  it  would  ho  converted 
into  a  Royal  Commission.  In  reply  1 
told  him  that  I  would  not  immediately  de- 
cide whether  T  would  withdraw  my  notice 
of  amendment,  but  later  on>I  informed  him 
that  if  it  were  m^ethaMtQQgt^Iy  ta 
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prevent  his  motion  frc»n  being  brought 
forward  I  would  remove  it  from  the 
business-pa  ijer,  as  a  Select  Committee 
would  achieve  the  result  that  I  de- 
sired, if  at  the  close  of  the  session 
it  were  converted  into  a  Royal  Commissiwi. 
Accordingly  I  removed  the  amendment  from 
the  notioe-paper.  The  hcmorable  member's 
moti<Hi  and  my  amendment  were  set 
down  for  this  very  day.  Vet  the  hoHOTable 
member  for  Gwydir  now  urges,  as  a  reasm 
for  the  appcnntment  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
si(xi,  that  the  session  is  too  far  advanced 
to  hope  that  any  good  result  would  flow 
from  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Coth- 
mittee.  When  he  approached  me  upon  this 
matter  he  knew  perfectly  well  that  his  mo- 
tion and  m^  notice  of  amendment  would  in 
ordinary  circumstances  have  Been  brought 
forward  to-day.  I  do  not  object  to  the  hon- 
orable member,  or  any  other  honorable  mem- 
ber bringing  forward  this  proposal,  but  I  do 
object  to  the  unfair  tactics  resorted  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  to  in- 
duce me  to  withdraw  my  proposal  in 
orderj  apparently,  to  gun  credit  at  my  ex- 
pense. Honorable  men^rs  will  see 
that  in  the  absence  of  an  explanation  on 
my  part  1  might  be  placed  in  a  very  false 
position.  A  nimiber  of  my  constituents  are 
interested  in  this  matter,  and,  had  I  with- 
drawn my  notice  of  amendment  without 
offering  any  explanation  I  might  have  been 
accused  at  election  time  of  having  backed 
down,  t  know  from  bitter  experience  that 
under  such  circumstances  some  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  would  not  have  hesitated 
to  place  me  in  a  false  light  before  my  ccxi- 
stituents.  I  do  nc^  say  that  ihe  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  would  do  so,  but  there 
are  members  associated  with  the  party  to 
which  he  Belongs  who  have  dwie  similar 
things  to  me  in  the  past.  In  order  to  pro- 
tect myself  I  have  explained  the  reason 
why  my  notice  of  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. The  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  would  have  saved  me  the 
heoessity  for  making  this  explanation 
if  he  had  been  gradous  enough  to 
narrate  the  circumstances  himself.  As 
I  was  the  originator  of  the  proposal  to  ap- 
point a  R(^al  Commis^on  to  inquire  into 
the  administratis  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment it  necessarily  follows  that  I  am 
heartily  in  accwd  with  this  amendment,  and 
that  I  shall  support  it.  But  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Gwydir  is  not  going  to  arr<^ate 
to  himself  the  rolie  of  the  only  champion 
of  the  rights  of  our  public  servants  without 
his  position  being  challenged.    I  call  the 


attenticm  of  the  public,  through  Hansard, 
to  the  fact  that  the  grievances  of  officers 
employed  in  the  Post  Office,  and  the  Cus- 
toms also,  have  been  repeatedly  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  by  myself 
and  other  honorable  members  upon  this 
side  of  the  chamber.  No  member  of  any 
party  has  a  right  to  assume  that  he  is  the 
only  persCHi  who  desires  to  see  justice  and 
right  prevail  in  our  Public  Service.  1  do 
not  propose  to  enter  into  the  details  of 
those  grievances*  because  I  have  doie  so 
(XI  more  than  one  occasicm  bef<»e.  The 
Government  themselves  have  admitted  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  inquiry  by  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  of  the  Cabinet 
to  investigate  the  administration  of  the 
Department.  In  regard  to  their  action 
there  is  room  for  a  difference  of  opinion. 
In  my  judgment  it  was  taken  with  a  view 
to  shirking  the  responsibility  of  appointing 
a  Royal  Commission.  Htxiorable  members 
are  so  famili^  with  all  the  grievances  of 
our  postal  officials  that  there  is  no  need  for 
me  to  occupy  time  in  detailing  the  various 
causes  of  complaint.  We  have  the  assur- 
ance that  they  will  be  investigated.  I  rose 
chiefly  because  I  felt  that  to  some  extent  I 
had  been  made  the  victim  of  a  political  c<mi- 
fidence  trick,  or  scraething  very  much  in  the 
nature  of  one.  I  can  only  say  that  this  ex- 
perience will  be  a  warning  to  me  to  beware 
of  the  Machiavellian  devices  cai  the  part 
of  honorable  members  who,  in  mellifluous 
accents,  endeavour  to  induce  me  to  do 
S(Hnething  which  will  enable  them  at  a  sub- 
sequent period  to  place  me  in  a  false  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [6.7].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Lang  is  scarcely 
a  cordial  supporter  of  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  is  hardiv  a  fair 
statement  to  make.  I  said  just  now  that 
I  would  support  his  proposal. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.—The  honorable 
member  seems  to  be  more  amcemed  about 
who  will  E;et  the  kudos  for  taking  action 
in  this  matter  than  anything  else. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  merely  objected  to 
being  placed  in  a  false  positicxt. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— Nobody  desires 
to  place  the  honorsble  member  in>  any 
such  position.  If  he  has  felt  it  necessary 
to  inform  his  ccoTstituents  that  he  is  still 
in  favour  of  a  Royal  CMnmission — not 
withstanding  that  he  withdrew  his  notice 
of  am«idment-^tizmaJc4jn3C^B]^aint. 
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Mr.  WiLKS.  —  The  honorable  member 
would  like  to  get  the  Easter  bun  when  he 
had  worked  for  it? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  is  entitled  to  credit 
for  having  first  brought  this  m£.^r  for- 
ward in  a  definite  form.  .  As  far  back  as 
August  of  last  year  he  proposed  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
<]uire  into  the  working  of  the  Postal  De- 
jiartmant,  and  we  all  know  that  in  the 
natural  order  of  things  such  a  Committee 
would  have  been  converted  into  a  Com- 
mission at  the  terminaUon  of  the  session. 
It  is  quite  an  unnecessary  piece  of  adver- 
tisement for  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang  to  tack  his  amendment  on  to  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  membar  for 
Gwydir.  For  him  "to  accuse  the  hwior- 
able  member  for  Gwvdir  of  having  at- 
tempted to  rob  him  of  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing first  brought  this  matter  before  the 
House  is  pretty  conclusive  proof  that  he 
is  not  a  very  strong  suppOTter  of  the  pro- 
posal under  consideration. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  have  already  said 
that  I  intend  to  support  it. 

Mr.  BATCHKLOR.— A  strong  sup- 
porter of  any  proposal  does  not  usuallv 
submit  an  aracndmer?!  upon  it- 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  mem- 
Ver  knows  perfectly  well  that  a  Select 
C(Hnmittee  does  not  possess  the  powers 
which  are  possessed  by  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— When  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  first  placed  his 
proposal  upon  the  notice-paper  it  very 
properlv  related  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committea  But  ko  move  for  the 
appointment  of  such  a  bodv  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  session  would  be  ridiculous. 
Consequentlv ,  the  honorable  member  is 
right  in  asking  that  the  inquiry  into  the 
Postal  Department  shall  take  the  form 
of  a  Roval  Commission.  There  is  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  honorable  mem- 
lier  for  Lan*^  should  complain  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  hnnor:ib!e  member  for  Gwydir. 
Coming  to  the  more  important  question, 
M'hether  the  House  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwvdir.  I  admit  that  the  Government  have 
attempted  to  meet  the  position^  Minis- 
ters have  recognised  that  there  is  consid- 
emhle  d'-^-satlsf action  throughout  the  ser- 
vice, and  on  the  part  of  the  public  and 
Parliament,  in  connexion  with  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Post  Office.  The  appoint- 
"""^t  of  the  Cr.binet  Committee  is  such 


a  rea^mtion.  I  do  not  wish  to  again 
go  over  the  ground  which  I  covered'  the 
other  night,  but  I  desire  to  impress  up«i 
Ministers  the  fact  thaJt,  in  order  to  make 
reforms,  they  must  have  the  support  of 
Parliament.  The  report  of  the  Cabinet 
Committee  will  be  simply  a  statemerit  of 
the  opiniuis  of  Miriisters,  but  we  desire 
a  report  froai  an  independent  CMnmittee. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  is  the  difference? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  report  of  an 
independent  Committee  will  carry  weight; 
but  the  report  of  the  Cabinet  Committee 
will  be  looked  upon  by  the  communitv  as 
a  mere  white-washing  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  that  the  Cabinet  Committee 
will  not  deal  with  the  proposals  on  their 
merits  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— mv  does  the 
Postrnaster-General  associate  with  him  in 
this  inquiry  two  of  his  colleagues,  if  it 
is  not  to  strengthen  him  in  the  reforms 
uliich  he  wishes  to  propose?  The  report 
of  the  Cabinet  Committee  will  therefore 
no;  have  the  weight  of  s.  report  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House.  For  instance.  Min- 
isters will  find  it  difficult  to  report  upon 
the  relaF.ons  of  the  Government  wfth  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner.  They 
cannot  bring  charges  against  the  Commis- 
sioner, because  it  is  their  duty  to  recognise 
his  lndepend<*nce,  and  to  protect  him  in 
it.  Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  thsit 
most  of  the  troubles  which  have  arisen  are 
due  to  the  arrangement  under  which  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  runs  all  the 
Departments.  A  modification  of  the  pie- 
sent  system  might  work  well ;  but  I  have 
contended  ever  since  we  were  dealing  with 
the  Public  Service  Bill  that  it  would  break 
down  in  practice,  and  I  think  that  it  has 
done  so.  The  Ccxnmissioner  performs  a 
very  diflfcult  task  remarkably  well,  and  I 
ha^-e  never  said  a  word  against  him  per- 
sonally. But  the  task  is  not  one  within' 
the  powers  of  any  man.  Honorable  mem- 
bers have  spoken  of  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General as  merely  cyphers,  matters 
being  decided  largely  by  the  Central 
Office;  but  one  of  the  reasons  why  they 
are  cyphers  is  that  they  have  no  control 
over  those  under  them.  The  pronxrtion 
and  transfer  of  officers  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner. 
Thus  the  public  servants  are  really  inde- 
pendent of  those  to  whom  they  are  imme- 
diately responsible,  who  are  charged  with 
administering  the  Departments  in  the  public 
interest.    Such  a  sj^te|n^n5g^(g^|g  long 
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run,  break  down,  and  has  already  broken 
down  in  connexion  with  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment. I  have  already  asked  the  Minister, 
and  ask  him  again,  to,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  strengthen  the  proposed  Committee 
by  adding  to  it  members  of  the  House  and 
others,  and  make  it  a  Royal  Commissifxi. 

Mr.  Mauges. — If  it  be  found  necessary 
to  add  to  it,  that  will  be  done. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  House  must 
have  something  more  than  the  asserticn  of 
Ministers  that  reforms  are  necessary. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member 
has  already  made  up  his  mind.  He  does 
not  need  a  Commission  to  inform  him. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  havfe  for  a  long 
time  paid  considerable  atten'tion  to  the 
question  of  Public  Service  organization, 
and  the  relations  between  the  higher  and 
lower  (Officials,  and  therefore  should  like  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  obtain  further  in- 
formaticMt  in  certain  directions. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Does  the  hcMiorable  mem- 
ber suggest  that  the  Cabinet  Cwnmittee's 
report  is  already  in  type  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— No;  but  the  Post- 
master-Geno'al  has  already  made  up  his 
mind  in  regard  to  many  matters,  and  I  sup- 
pose he  wants  the  opportunity  to  show  the 
Minister  of  Home  Affairs  and  the  Vire- 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  that 
conditions  are  as  he  has  pictured  them.  I 
wish  him  to  associate  with  the  Committee 
members  representative  of  all  parties.  As 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  has 
moved  the  amendment,  I  shall  be  cwnpelled 
to  vote  for  it.  There  should  be  a  wider 
inquiry  than  a  Cabinet  Committee  can 
make,  and  the  promise  to  extend  the  scope 
of  the  inquiry,  if  necessary,  is  a  concession 
which  more  than  justifies  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  in  the  action  which  he 
has  taken.  I  feel  strongly  that  a  fuller 
inquiry  should  be  made. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Fisher)  proposed — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[6.21}. — I  wish  to  know  from  the  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party  when  he  proposes  to 
allow  the  resumpticm  of  the  debate.  Is  the 
matter  to  be  further  oxisidered  ? 

Mr.  Fishkr. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Can  the  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  be  discussed? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  are  two  ques- 
tions put  to  the  House.  The  first — ^That 
the  debate  be  now  adjourned — determines 
whether  it  shall  or  shall  not  be  adjourned, 
and  then  comes  the  question — ^That  the  ad- 
journed d^te  be  an  Order  of  the  Day  for 


a  certain  date — which  gives  to  the  House 
the  right  to  alter  the  date  proposed  fot  the 
resumption  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — An  indication 
should  be  given  by  the  mover  of  the  ad- 
joiu'nment  as  to  when  we  shall  have  another 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  matter,  since  that 
must  determine  our  attitude  towards  the 
motion.  I  think  that  he  ^uld  not  have 
moved  it  just  now.  He  has  prevented  other 
honorable  members  from  speaking. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  allow  the 
honorable  member  to  proceed.  The  motion 
fixing  the  date  for  resuming  the  debate  will 
be  moved  subsequently. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — On  a  point  of  order. 
I  wish  to  suggest  that  it  is  all-impwtant 
that  something  more  should  be  said  upon 
fhe  question  raised  by  the  honorable  mem- 
.  ber  for  Parramatta.  If  the  House  is 
compelled  to  deal  with  the  proposal  for 
adjournment  in  the  abstract  without  any 
COTsideration  as  to  the  time  to  which  that 
adjournment  should  take  place,  it  will,  if 
the  abstract  moticm  be  carried,  have  com- 
mitted itself.  I  take  it  that  a  number  of 
hcHiorable  members,  although  willing  to 
agree  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
if  there  is  to  be  a  resimiption  of  proceed- 
ings within  a  reascmable  time,  are  not  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  an  indefinite  adjourn- 
ment ;  and  I  submit  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  is.  at  least  entitled 
to  ask  the  honcMrable  member  for  Wide  Bay 
when  he  proposes  to  fix  the  date  of  resump- 
tion, before  agreeing  to  the  bare  proposal 
for  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.—!  remind  honorable 
members  that  the  Standing  Orders  we 
passed  on  the  24th  November,  1905,  in- 
cluded the  following : — 

The  following  motions-  .ire  not  open  to  debate, 
shall  be  moved  without  argument  or  opinion 
offered,  and  shall  be  forthwith  put  from  the 
Chair  without  amendment  and  the  vote  taken  : — 

(B.)  A  motion,  That  this  debate  be  now  ad- 
journed. 

However  desirable  it  might  be  to  discuss 
the  question,  I  have  no  option  but  to  put 
it  without  debate. 

Mr.  Fisher. — If  it  be  the  desire  of  hon- 
orable members  to  further  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.2j  to  7-45 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [7.45].— In 
view  of  the  urgency  of  aa,early  vote  on  the 
question  of  the  g;^l^Jyfck)C)gtedecided 
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to  hold  over  the  few  remarks  I  have  to 
make  on  the  motion  immediately  before  us 
until  a  later  period.  It  seemed  that  there 
\vould  be  an  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
and  I  thought  the  Seat  of  Government  BilT 
might  very  properly  have  precedence,  in 
view  of  the  general  desire  for  a  final  de- 
termination. It  appeared,  however,  that 
members  of  the  Opposition  particularly  had 
a  strong  objection  to  an  adjournm«it  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  Reid.— What  1 

Mr,  J.  H.  CATTS.— t  say  that  just  be- 
fore the  dinner  adjournment,  when  the  right 
honorable. member  for  East  Sydney  was  not 
present,  there  was  evidently  a  strong  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  that  the  de- 
bate should  not  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all ! 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Why,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parramatta  himself  rose  to 
object  to  an  adjournment  of  the  debate ! 

.Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  incorrect  again. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  absolutely 
correct,  and  I  further  say  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Parkes  also  raised  an  ob- 
jection to  an  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
A  reference  to  the  Hansard  report  will 
prme  what  I  say.  However,  if  the  Oppo- 
sititMi  would  rather  have  an  adjournment, 
and  there  is  a  general  desire  in  that  direc- 
tion, I  am  quite  prepared  to  sit  down. 

Mr.  Fuller. — When  would  the  honor- 
able member  be  prepared  to  resume  the  de- 
bate? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  am  not  prepared 
to  fix  a  date,  but  I  should  not  object  to 

resume  the  debate  next  week. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  honorable  member  is  prepared  to  allow 
the  debate  to  be  adjourned  indefinitely — he 
does  not  care  to  fix  a  date. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— It  is  all  very  well 
to  throw  the  taunt  that  honorable  members 
on  this  side  have  no  desire  to  fix  a  date  for 
the  resumption  of  the  debate,  but  it  must  be 
acknowledged  that  the  questions  asked  from 
this  corner  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
show  that  our  object  is  to  have  the  affairs 
of  the  Department  not  only  inquired  into, 
but  placed  an  a  firm  basis. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^11  blank  cartridge ! 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Have  not  similar  ques- 
tions been  put  from  this  side  of  the  House? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes;  the  direct 
Opposition  have  ma<le  a  very  good  second 
in  this  matter.     The  honorable  member  for 


Lang  was  quibbling  a  few  moments  before 

we  adjourned  for  dinner,  but  

Mr.  Fuller. — I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  was  entitled  to  sav  some- 
thing after  the  way  in  which  he  was' "blan- 
keted." 

Mr.   J.    H.   CATTS.— The  honorable 
member  for  Lang  was  not  "blanketed." 
The  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  gave 
notice  of  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Lang,  thinking  he  was  very  cute, 
went  one  better  by  giving  notice  of  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission. 
This,  however,  was  only  a  second  thought 
on  the  part  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Lang,  and  his  desire  was  to  "jump  the 
claim of   the   honorable   member  for 
Gwydir.    The  honorable  member  for  Lang 
subsequentljr  withdrew  his  notitt  of  mo- 
tion.     Thinking,  however,  that,  he  had 
put  himself  in  an  invidious  position,  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang  apologized,  and 
made  some  remarks  about  "a  political 
confidence  trick,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
I  recognise  that  the  Postmaster-General  is 
placed  in  a  very  unenviable  position^  and 
certainly  do  not  blame  him  for  the  whole 
of  the  trouble  that  has  occurred  in  an- 
nexion with  his  Department.    I  hold,  how- 
ever, that  the  present  Ministry  are  respon- 
sible for  it    For  the  last  three  or  four 
years  there  have  been  complaints  on  the 
part  of  the  public  and  officers  of  the  ser- 
vice respecting  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
the  administration  of  the  Department,  but 
it  seems  that  we  are  expected  to  go  on  fcH- 
all  time  accepting  the  promises  of  Minis- 
ters that  inquiries  will  be  made  and  ex- 
planation after  explanation  follows  as  to 
the  futility  of  such  inquiries.    The  propo- 
sition submitted  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  is  designed  to  secure  a  more 
satisfactory  result  than  we  have  been  able  to 
obtain  from  departmental  action.    I  do  not 
approach  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tioa  with  any  hostile  feeling  towards  the 
Government,  nor  do  I  desire  to  view  it 
from  a  party  stand-point.    But  when  the 
Postmaster-General  appeals  to  the  House 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  course  decided 
upon  by  the  Government  is  the  best  that 
could  be  ad(^ted,  I  for  one  do  not  feel 
disposed  to  indorse  it  by  my  vote.    I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Cabinet  are  actuated  by 
the  very  best  intentions,  and  I  certainly 
had  no  desire  to  break  in  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill. 
But  lyeek  after  week  and  4n(»ith  i  after 
month  grievances  ottglbei  pirtj6JC^Jfey6s 
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of  the  Department  and  the  general  public 
are  brought  under  our  notice — we  know 
that  there  are  thousands  ui  grievances — 
and  it  is  time  that  we  were  able  to  give 
some  explanation  to  those  who  sent  us 
hare.  Hitherto  the  only  explanation  we 
have  been  able  to  niake  is  that  inquiries 
are  being  made,  and  that  the  redress  of 
grievances  is  pnHnised.  What  we  need, 
however,  is  not  pnxnises  but  results,  and 
we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  them. 
With  due  respect  to  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral and  the  Government  generally,  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  proposed  Cabi- 
net Committee  of  inquiry  will  be  little 
short  of  a  farce.  The  Postmaster- General 
tells  us  that  the  Conunittee  will  have  the 
confidence  of  crflicers  of  the  Department.  1 
have  here  a  letter  frran  an  officer  in  touch 
with  the  whole  of  the  Postmaster-Gene* 
ral's  staflF  in  Sydney,  in  which  he  writes — 

The  opinion  of  every  officer  I  have  come  into 
contact  with  re  this  Cabinet  Committee  appjinted 
to  inquire  into  our  grievances,  Ac,  regards  such 
modus  operandi  as  an  action  of  the  Covemmtnt 
to  shield  the  inefficiency  of  the  responsible  Ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — That  is  a  statement  by 
a  departmental  officer? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Yes.  If  that  is 
the  feeling  in  the  service,  what  confidence 
will  the  employes  have  in  the  proposed 
Cmnmittee?  There  is  another  aspect 
which  is  also  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
Cabinet  Committee  will  conduct  an  inquiry 
at  the  General  Post  Office,  Sydney,  as  well 
as  at  other  offices.  The  letter  carriers,  for 
instanw,  am<Migst  others,  will  be  asked  to 
gi\'e  evidence  respecting  the  administration 
of  their  branch  of  the  service.  As  soon  as 
they  begin  to  give  evidence  against  the 
Superintendent  of  their  tvanch  it  will  be 
a  case  of  either  him  tx  them  for  it.  They 
must  either  establish  a  case  that  will  jus- 
tify his  removal  from  that  office,  or  be  pre- 
pared to  go  themselves.  It  may  be  said 
that  they  will  be  protected  against  any 
action  which  a  superior  officer  might  take 
in  consequence  of  their  evidence,  but  those 
who  have  had  experience  of  the  working 
of  public  Departments  know  that  there  are 
a  hundred  and  one  ways  by  which  a 
superior  c^Scer  may  persecute  those  who 
have  gi^"en  e^dence  against  him,  and  that 
those  opportunities  are  availed  of.  I  am 
not  referring  tn  particular  to  any  indivi- 
dual officer.  That  is  likely  to  be  the  posi- 
tion throughout  the  Department,  so  that  it 
is  absurd  to  ask  an  officer  to  appear  before 
the  Cabinet  Canmittes  to  criticise  his 
superior  whose  good  opinion  is  essential  to 


his  advancement.  That  being  so,  it  would 
be  nothing  short  of  a  faroe  to  set  up  an 
inquiry  within  the  Department  to  secure 
the  redress  of  the  grievances  of  employes. 
When  the  present  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  was  Postmaster-General,  he  made 
niunerous  inquiries,  and  gave  many  deci- 
sions designed  to  improve  tlw  administra- 
tion. The  present  Fostmastor-General 
then  came  into  <^Sce,  and  the  plea  was  ad- 
vanced that  it  was  unfair  to  criticise  his 
Department,  since  he  had  been  in  charge 
of  it  for  only  a  short  time. 

Mr.  Mauger. — I  have  never  said  that. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— That,  at  all  events, 
has  been  the  tenor  of  remarks  made  on 
several  occasions  by  the  honwable  manber. 
The  plea  has  been  put  forward  on  his  be- 
half that,  since  he  has  been  at  the  head  ot* 
the  Department  for  only  a  few  nKmths,  he 
has  not  had  time  to  redress  many  grievances. 
If  a  few  months  hence  we  have  another 
Cabinet  reconstruction,  and  another  member 
of  the  Ministry  is  appointed  Pcwtmaster- 
General,  the  same  excuse  will  again  be  put 
forward,  and  from  the  view-point  of  both 
the  public  and  the  employes  of  the  De- 
partment, the  situation  will  ccmtinue  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  The  Government  should 
not  regard  as  hostile  to  them  a  proposal 
that  an  independent  inquiry  shall  be  made 
into  the  administration  of  the  Department. 
It  has  long  been  demanded,  and  a  notice 
of  motion  providing  for  such  an  inc^uiry 
has  b^  on  the  notice-paper  for  some  time. 
A  departmental  inquiry  will  be  unsatis- 
factory to  honorable  members  who  have 
been  fighting  for  years  to  secure  the  redress 
of  grievances,  and  the  men  in  the  service 
do  not  ccmsider  that  it  will  have  a  satisfac- 
tory issue.  The  Postmaster-General  tells 
us  that  if  the  proposed  Cabinet  Committee 
inquiry  is  found  unsatisfactory,  the  Go- 
vernment will  themselves  urge  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royai  Commission. 

.Mr.  Mauger. — We  can  appoint  a  Royal 
Commission  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then    why  not  appoint  it 
at  once,  and  get  rid  of  this  trouble? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Because  we  object  to 
being  forced  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Surely  the  Min- 
ister does  not  wish  to  imply  that  pressure 
is  being  applied  from  this  quarter  with  any 
hostile  intent? 

Mr.  Mauger.- — I  do  not  think  it  is ;  but 
I  have  explained  the  seriousness  of  the 
position. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Because  the  Min- 
ister states  that  th^^^^^g^^us.  are 
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we  to  waive  our  rights  and  fail  to 
give  satisfaction  to  our  constituents? 
Should  tlie  Cabinet  Committee's  inquiry 
not  prove  satisfactory,  who  will  say  that 
it  is  unsatisfactory  ?  Will  the  Govern- 
ment then  ask  this  House  to  appoint  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  ad- 
niinlstraticHi  of  the  Department? 

Mr.  Mauges. — ^The  Government  can 
appcnnt  a  Royal  Commission  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Reid. — Only  if  ihey  find  them- 
selves incapable  of  doing  the  work  that 
xhev  set  out  to  do. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Exactly.  The 
Postmaster- General  has  told  u&  to-day  thalt 
t  he  machinery  of  the  Department  is 
totally  inadequate.  ' 

Mr.  Mauger. — It  is  incJifted  to  clog. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS— It  has  beai 
clogged  and  jambed  during  the  past  three 
years,  at  any  rate.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  situation  has  been  tinkered  witii  tmtil 
it  has  become  intolerable,  and  honorable 
members,  in  the  interesics  of  their  constitu- 
ents, are  obliged  to  come  forward  and 
(lem.ind  an  independent  inquiry.  The 
j,osition  is  not  so  much  the  result  of  the 
want  of  additicfial  hands  as  of  bad  f.d- 
ininlstration. 

.Mr.  Mauger. — Is  it  bad  admini^ation 
in  this  Department  or  bad  administration 
in  another  Department?  The  honorable 
member  for  Boc^hby  said  that  it  was  bad 
administralioo  in  another  Department.  ■ 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  honorable 
m^ber  for  Bo(Mhby  has  his  own  opini(xi 
and  I  have  mine. 

Mr.  Fisher, — If  the  fault  rests  with 
another  Department,  the  charge  is  worse 
ihan  ever.  It  is  intolerable  that  the 
Public  Service  Commissioner  should  be 
<-harged  with  a  fault  like  that. 

Mr.  Mat'ger. — 1  make  no  charge 
against  the  Public  Service  Commissioner, 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Tf  the  existing 
machinery  is  not  sufficient .  the  Govern- 
ment should  hare  introduced  an  amending 
Bill  for  the  purtwse  of  placing  the  De- 
partment upon  a  proper  footing.  Only 
last  year  the  Deputv  Postmaster-General 
of  New  South  Wales  asked  fcr  i,ooo 
;;d(litional  hands  to  enable  him  ty  cope 
with  the  work  cf  the  Depr.rtment,  but  the 
P ubi '.c  Service  Cwnmissioner  said  that 
only  600  additional  hands  ^hould  be  em- 
ployed. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The  Commis- 
sioner did  not  say  that.  I  gare  the  De- 
T>utv  Pctttmaster- General  of  New  South 
Wales  more  than  600  additional  hands. 


Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  Deputy  Post- 
master-General of  New  South  Wales  said 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have 
I  ,coo  additiwial  hands,  but  somebody 
else  in  higher  authority — it  matters  not 
whether  Public  Service  Commissioner  or 
Minister — who  was  not  responsible  for  the 
working  of  the  Department,  replied, 
*'  Your  judgment  is  ndt  suprrane.  You 
lAay  consider  that  >'ou  require  that  amount 
of  assistance,  but  I  will  not  let  you  have 
it.  I  shall  give  you  half  the  number  of 
hands  that  you  say  you  require."- 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Upon  the  recom- 
mendation and  certificate  of  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner,  I  gave  the  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  669  new  offi- 
cers, and  I  provided  money  with  which 
to  pay  temporary  assistants  in  order  that 
he  might  see  whether  their  services  were 
ultimately  required. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— T!ic  Postmaster- 
General  stated  some  time  ago  that  he  had 
asked  for  the  ^ployment  of  1,000  addi- 
tional hands,  but  tha't  he  could  only  ob- 
tain 600,  What  is  the  use  of  Minister 
endeavouring  to  shift  responsibility  from 
cne  shoulder  to  another? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — I  am  not  endea- 
vouring to  remove  responsibility  frcun  my 
shoulders. 

Mr.  TnosiAS. — It  was  a  very  proper 
thing  to  appoint  temporary  hands, 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Were  the  Govern- 
ment asked  to  appoint  permanwit  hands? 

Mr.  Watson. — Yes,  thev  were. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Surely  the  Government 
did  a  fair  thing. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  officer  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  Department 
in  Sydney  did  not  think  that  it  was  a  fair 
thing. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  will  guarantee  that  this 
House  thinks  it  was  a  fair  thing, 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— This  House  is  not 
competent  Po  say  how  many  additional 
hands  were  required. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Government  said 
that  they  would  put  on  300  hands  tem- 
porarily in  ordtT  that  they  might  see  whe- 
ther the  demand  for  their  services  was  per- 
manent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Deputy  Post- 
master-General, Sydney,  obtained  more  than 
1,000  additional  hands,  including  tem- 
porary assistants. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  Treasurer 
knows  perfectly  well  that  temporary  assist- 
ance is  not  satisfactory.     ^  . 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — ^These  temporary 
bands  can  be  made  permanent  if  tbey  ar« 
useful  men. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  superinten- 
dent of  mails,  Sydney,  has  recently  in- 
formed me  that  a  certain  temporary;  officei 
is  a  most  valuable  ofScer,  and  that  if  he 
had  the  power  he  would  retain  his  services 
permanently.  But  he  has  not  the  necessary 
power,  and  consequently  the  (^Scer  has  to 
be  dismissed  at  the  end  of  nine  months' 
service. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^That  is  the  law. 

Sir  William  Lyne  He  can  be  ap- 
pointed a  permanent  officer  uptxi  the  recom- 
mendaflfxi  of  the  Commissioner. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.—One  Minister  says 
a  temporary  hand  can  be  made  permanent ; 
the  other  says  it  is  the  law  not  to  do  so. 
The  Deputy  Postmaster- General  can  appa- 
rently continue  to  ask  for  the  necessary 
assistance  until  he  becomes  grey,  without 
getting  it.  We  have  heard  the  Posmaster- 
Generat  say  that  he  desires  decentralization 
and  that  he  is  anxious  that  the  depart- 
mental heads  of  the  different  States  shall 
be  endowed  with  a  certain  measure  of  re- 
sponsibility. Yet  when  they  ask  ior  re- 
quisite assistance  to  carry  out  the  wOrk  of 
the  Department  they  cannot  get  it. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  the  head  of 
a  Department  asks  for  the  nervices  of  four 
additional  men,  and  three  permanent  hands 
and  CMie  temporary  hand  are  appointed, 
with  an  intimation  that  if  the  services  of  the 
temporary  hand  be  required  he  will  be  made 
permanent,  surely  that  is  a  fair  thing  ? 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.  —  The  Deputy 
Postmaster-General,  Sydney,  cannot  pay 
his  temporary  hands. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  prove 
that  the  Department  in  Sydnev  has  not  had 
authority  to  employ  sufficient  hands  to  cope 
with  the  departmental  work.  The  Post- 
master-Genera) has  said  that  if  a  Royal 
Qxnmission  were  appointed  to  Inquire  into 
the  administration  of  the  Department,  the 
preparatim  of  evidence  would  be  so  costly 
and  the  work  would  take  so  many  men 
away  from  their  ordinary  avocations,  that  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Department  without  inconveniencing 
the  public  still  more.  If  that  be  so,  how 
will  the  Cabinet  Committee  which  has  been 
appointed  conduct  its  inquiry  ? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  is 
favorable  to  the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
CommisfiicHi  and  opposed  to  a  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  ? 


Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Exactly.  I  do 
think  that  there  is  something  wrong 
with  the  administratitxi  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  with  the  way  in  which  some 
of  the  higher  administrative  officers 
discharge  their  duties.  The  very  cha- 
racteristics of  the  Minister,  which'  make 
it  difficult  to  prefer  an  attack  against 
him — his  courtesy  in  relation  to  honorable 
members,  and  his  hcmesty  of  purpose, 
which  we  all  recognise— are,  I  am  afraid, 
qualities  which  induce  him  to  deal  too 
leniently  and  gently  with  administrative 
cheers  who  refuse  to  carry  out  his  instruc* 
ticms.  We  want  some  <»ie  in  charge  who 
will  put  his  foot  down  very  soUdiy,  and 
have  sufficient  strength  of  character  to  see 
that  his  directions  are  obeyed.  The  Post- 
master-General, speaking  last  week,  made 
pointed  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  Deputy  Postmasters -G«ieral  were  fail- 
ing to  assist  him  in  giving  effect  to  his 
policy  of  decentralization.  He  did  not 
say  that  they  deliberately  neglected  his  in- 
structions, but  that  they  strangely  mis- 
understood the  policy  that  he  was  Uying  to 
pursue.  If  there  were  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  a  Minister  determined  to  carry 
out  his  own  policy,  these  men  would  soon 
knuckle  down.  The  Minister  wants  a  little 
more  ircm  in  his  composition  in  dealing 
with  men  who  indulge  in  passive  resistance 
of  this  kind.  1  know  of  an  instance  where 
the  Postmaster-General  gave  instructions 
that  letter-carriers'  work  was  no  longer  to 
be  done  by  boys.  Result — in  North 
Sydney  one  boy  is  delivering  letters  to  the 
business  portion  of  the  c(»umunity  six  hours 
a  day,  and  he  is  then  delivering  telegrams 
till  eight  at  night.  At  the  Petersham 
office,  also,  boys  are  engaged  in  doing  men's 
work.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
Minister  by  associations  of  postal  servants 
when  he  went  to  Sydney.  He  gave  instruc- 
tions that  certain  practices  must  stop.  But 
they  ha\e  not  stopped.  They  continue, 
and  the  departmental  officers  seem  to  seek, 
for  means  of  getting  round  the  decisions 
of  their  Minister.  That  is  a  most  serious 
position. 

Mr.  Mauger. — What  would  be  the  effect 
it'  there  were  no  control  frcan  head  office 
at  all? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.r-It  does  not  ex- 
cuse the  Minister  to  say  that  things  would 
Iv  worse  if  there  were  no  control  from 
head -quarters.  Some  control  is  better  than 
no  control,  but  what  we  w^nt  is  much  more 
effective  control  Dl^)i*Bd1PfftJ©©gl@<sent. 
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MjT.  Thohas  Brown. — Vfe  want  the 
best  control. 

Mr.  J.  H..  CATTS.— Exactly.  At 
Junee,  the  Town  Council  has  taken  up  the 
matter  of  the  work  of  men  being  done  by 
bo>s. 

Mr.  XiDDELL. — The  Department  in- 
trusts the  delivery  of  telegrams  to  babies. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Surely  there  is 
need  for  inquiry  in  relation  to  these  facts. 
In  regard  to  the  telephone  assistants,  the 
duties  cannot  be  so  light  as  they  seem, 
for  there  are  five  telephone  assis- 
tants in  the  Callan  Park  Lunatic  Asylum 
to-day.  The  doctors  say  that  the  cause 
of  their  failure  in  health  is  nervous 
pressure.  At  the  Newtown  Telephone  Ex- 
change, Sydney,  where  there  are  470  tele- 
phcxie  calls  per  hour — one  every  eight 
seoxids — CHie  of  the  attendants  is  on  duty 
four  hours  at  a  stretch.  In  the  Newtown 
Post  Office,  boys  sixteen  years  of  age  are 
left  in  charge  the  whole  night  long.  There 
are  sometimes  hundreds  of  pounds  in  the 
office.  1  have  been  told  by  relatives  of  the 
boys  that  they  are  frightened  out  ot  their 
wits  to  go  to  the  door  if  a  knock  comes 
during  the  night.  These  boys  are  receiving 
only  12s.  fid.  per  week.  It  is  true  that 
Newtown  is  a  thickly -populated  part  of 
Sydney,  but  every  <»ie  knows  what  the  dan- 
ger is.  It  is  rut  a  fair  thing  to  leave  a 
hoy,  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  charge  ot  u 
post-crffice,  practically  as  a  night  watch- 
man, at  a  wage  of  12s.  6d.  per  week.  I 
could  ^ve  a  number  of  instances  upon  the 
same  lines.  Thesecases  surely  reflect  upon  the 
administration  of  the  Department.  The  ad- 
ministrative officers  in  charge  ought  to  put 
matters  right.  They  ought  to  have  power 
to  do  so.  If  the  Minister  had  sufficient 
authority  over  his  Department,  Parliament 
would  not  be  troubled  with  these  little, 
tinkling  matters.  It  is  most  humiliating 
for  members  of  the  natitmal  Parliament  of 
Australia  to  have  to  get  up  day  after  day 
voicing  these  grie\'ances. 

Mr.  McDonald. — If  they  are  small,  why 
take  notice  of  them  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Because,  though 
thev  are  small,  the  multitude  of  them  cwn- 
pels  honorable  members  to  take  action.  It 
is  no  pleasure  to  me  to  be  cwitinuaily  peck- 
ing at  the  Ft^tmaster- Genera  I.  I  should 
be  very  glad  indeed  if  the  employes  of  the 
Department  had  srane  other  means  of 
remedying  their  grievanqes.  The  adminis- 
tration of  our  railways  has  been  so  far  per- 
fected  that  members  of  the  States  Parlia- 


ments would  not  think  of  opening  a  run- 
ning fire  of  questions  conoeming  the  em- 
ployes. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — Tbey  have  done  it 
in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Very  seldom  in- 
deed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — If  the  employfe  under 
the  Railways  Commissioners  in  Victoria  at- 
tempted to  influence  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  would  be  more  than  their  Inllets 
were  worth.  They  have  any  number  of 
grievances. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— But  tbey  have  de- 
partmental  redress  ftx  them. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Have  thev?    Ask  them  ! 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Speaking  from  five 
years'  experience  as  secretary  of  an  asso- 
ciation of  5,000  State  railway  men,  and 
secretary  of  25,000  men  in  the  Federal 
organization,  I  can  say  that  the  railway 
servants  can  get  satisf action,  genera  1 1  y 
speaking,  in  the  Department. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  caimot  in  Vic- 
toria. When  they  try  to  get  satisfaction 
thev  "get  the  run." 

Mr.  J.  H.  GATTS.— I  can  state^  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  in  Victoria  the  Rail- 
ways CcHnmissioners  meet  the  Employes' 
Association  every  quarter,  "when  grieranoes 
are  discussed. 

Mr.  Mauger. — There  are  signal  men 
wOTking  twelve  hours  a  day  within  five 
miles  of  this  building. 

Mr.  Reid. — Do  we  want  to  imitate  that 
sort  of  treatment  in  the  Post  OflBce? 

Mr.  Mauger. — Who  said  we  did?  That 
is  an  irrelevant  interjection. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— The  Minister  can, 
I  am  satisfied,  learn  a  great  deal  from  the 
way  in  which  the  railways  of  the  States  are 
administered.  I  can  give  the  Minister 
another  instance  in  connexion  with  the 
Postal  Employes'  Appeal  Board.  A 
postal  emplo>-£  was  dismissed  from  the 
service  in  New  South  Wales,  and  I  had 
statutory  declarations  handed  to  me,  which 
seemed  to  show  that  he  had  been  so  very 
badly  treated  that  there  was  urgent  neces- 
sity for  some  rehearing  of  his  case.  I  made 
representations  on  the  subject,  and,  after 
trying  for  twelve  months,  I  was  success- 
ful in  having  the  case  re-opaied.  In  order 
to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  justice  or  other- 
wise of  this  man's  claims,  I  attended  the 
inquiry  bv  the  Appeal  Board,  and  took 
charge  of  the  case  myself.  A  decision  has 
been  givea  against  the  appellant,  and  I 
ha\e  no  more  to  say  at  present  on 
that    point,    as  Dfe,,fagdt3Sl^**^' 
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put.  But  what  I  wish  to  reiFer  to 
is  the  fact  that  one  of  the  (^cials 
sitting  on  the  Appeal  Board — and  I  wish 
to  say  nothing  against  him  personally — 
had  previously  been  elected  as  an  em- 
ploy^' representative.  When  the  time  for 
such  an  election  cama  round  again,  he 
sutmicted  himself  for  le-electioi,  and 
the  postal  employes  chose  another  person 
in  his  plaoe  by  an  o\'erwheIming  majority, 
thus  practically  telling  this  gentleman 
that  in  that  positicm  he  had  forfeited  their 
confidence.  I  was  naturally  surprised  to 
find  that,  although  the  employes  did  not. 
wish  this  man  to  be  a  member  of  the  Ap- 
peal Board,  the  Department  appointed  him 
to  the  position  of  departmental  represen- 
tative. If,  after  an  employ^  stands  for 
election  as  an  Appeal  Board  representative, 
and-  is  told  that  his  fellow-employfe 
have  no  confidenoe  in  him,  the  Depart- 
ment is  to  turn  round  and  appoint  him 
to  represent  tbem,  what  sort  of  ouiiidenoe 
can  we  expect  the  employ^  to  have  in  a 
Board  so  constituted  ?  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Postmaster-General  will  admit  that 
the  discontent  in  his  Department  is  costing 
the  country  naany  thousands  of  pounds.  A 
disctmtented  service  is  the  most  expensive 
service  we  can  have.  Men  will  not  do  their 
work  with  any  heart  if  they  are  dissatis- 
fied and  will  do  onjy  a  fractitm  of  the 
work  which  they  would  do  if  they  were 
working  ctxitentedly.  It  is  admitted  in 
railwav  management  that  the  cheapest  ser- 
vice is  a  contented  service,  and  that,  en- 
tirely apart  from  the  rates  of  wages  paid, 
the  most  ecpensive  service  is  a  discontented 
service.  Frran  the  point  of  view,  therefore, 
of  securing  the  best  return  for  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money,  a  contented  ser- 
vice in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department 
should  be  established  at  the  earliest  po» 
sible  moment.  I  favour  verv  stronglv  the 
appointment  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners, 
such  as  we  have  managing  the  States  Rail- 
way Departments,  independent  absolutely 
of  all  political  influence. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  would  be  a  nice 
thing.  How  would  the  public  servants  air 
their  grievances  then  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— I  should  make  the 
Postal  Commissioners  employ;.rs  under  the 
,  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act,  and 
should  permit  the  employes  associations  to 
register -under  the  Act.  They  might  then 
settle  their  differences  by  means  of  a  Board 
appointed  for  the  purpose.  I  do  not  say  that 
I  am  likely  to  succeed  in  bringing  about 
what  I  advocate:  but,  in  my  opinion,  it 


would  be  the  best  course  to  pursue.  I 
should  hope  that  we  will  not  continue  in- 
definitely the  very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs  which  has  existed  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  under  which  this  House  is 
made  an  institution  for  the  ventilation  of 
grievances  of  postal  and  other  public  ser- 
vants. It  must  be  admitted  that  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  the  same  amount  of  dis- 
contmt  in  the  other  public  Departments- 
that  there  is  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
paittment.  The  National  Parliament  of 
Australia  ha^i  certainly  more  important 
work  to  do  than  to  be  continuallv  listening 
to  a  recital  of  the  grievances  of  public 
servants. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Which  of  the  previous 
Postmasters- General  is  responsible  for  the 
existing  state  of  aifairs? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— In  my  opinion, 
the  Government  are  responsible.  We  have 
a  omtinuous  Administration,  and  the  fact 
that  a  different  Minister  is  from  time  to 
time  appointed  Postmaster- Genera  I  does 
not  relieve  the  Government  as  a  whole  of 
responsibility  for  the  state  of  affairs  exist- 
ing in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
I  think  that  a  sufficient  case  has  been  made 
out  for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission. It  could  be  cnnposed  of  ex- 
perts. 

Mr.  MIathews. — Where  shall  we  get 
them?   In  the  Department? 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— Does  the  honorable 
member  really  think  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  secure  the  appointment 
of  experts  as  a  Royal  Commissicm  to  deal 
with  the  grievances  of  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph servants?  In  the  interests  of  the 
postal  employes,  the  public,  the  business  of 
this  House,  and  of  Ministers  themselves, 
and  if  the  Commonwealth  is  to  lay  claim 
to  be  able  to  conduct  a  Public  Service 
effectively,  it  is  necessary  that  some  drastic 
action  should  be  imrnediately  taken  to 
remedy  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs 
that  has  existed  for  so  long.  This  is  a 
question  which  has  a  special  interest  for 
members  of  the  Labour  Party.  We  look 
upon  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Service,  or 
any  of  the  great  Public  Services  controlled 
by  the  State,  as  affording  examples  of  the 
t>enefits  of  the  adoption  of  a  system  which 
we  desire  to  see  extended  in  other 
directions.  To  justify  our  faith  in  the 
system  we  advocate,  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, as  a  great  public  Department  con- 
trolled by  the  State,  should  be  administered 
effectivelv,  and  that  in  the'publici  interests 
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we  should  have  in  it  a  body  of  contented 
servants* 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [8.29].-x-With 
the  indulgence  of  the  Chair,  and  the  House, 
I  should  Tike  to  make  an  explanation  wbidi 
I  was  ptrevented  from  making  when  the 
Prime  Minister  rose  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, because  debate  was  not  then  admis- 
sible. The  honcuable  member  for  Parra- 
matta  and  myself  were,  at  the  monent, 
drafting  an  amendment  which  would  ha\'e 
had  the  effect  of  carrying  out  the  Prime 
Minister's  wish  to  adjourn  this  debate,  and 
would  at  the  same  time  have  safeguarded 
the  right  of  the  hjonorable  member  for 
Gwydir  to  another  opportunity  to  move  his 
motion.  That  amendment  was  completed 
and  written  out  at  the  table,  with  an  al- 
teration I  suggested,  when  the  Prime  Min- 
ister suddenly  rose  and  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  amendment.  Honorable  mffln- 
bers  were  unable  to  say  a  word,  and  had 
to  allow  that  to  be  done.  I  strongly 
sympathized  with  the  desire  of  the  Prime 
Minister  to  adjourn  this  debate. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
took  a  queer  way  of  showing  it. 

Mr.  REID.— W;il  the  Prime  Minister 
allow  me  to  explain?  He  is  not  often 
here. 

Mr.  Deakin. — The  honorable  member  is 
always  explaining  when  he  is  here. 

Mr.  REID.— When  I  was  Prime  Min- 
ister, I  was  here  constaiAly.  The  honor- 
able gentleman's  health  plea  has  gone 
now.  We  were  all  fairly  indulgent  when 
he  was  ill.  But  now  that  he  is  well,  we 
should  te  glad  to  see  him  a  little  more 
in  the  chamber  than  we  do.  An  amend- 
ment was  written  out  bv  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  and  corrected  by 
me  just  at  the  moment  the  Prime  Minister 
rose  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
menV.  We  proposed  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  Prime  Minister  by  adjourning  this 
question,  but  at  the  same  time  not  jcckeying 
the  honctfable  member  for  Gwydir  out  of 
his  rights.  That  was  c  move  that  we  were 
iidc  prepared  to  join  in.  If  I  bad  had 
the  opportimity  I  should  have  moved  nn 
amendment  which  would  have  enabled  the 
honorahie  member  for  Gwydir  tp  bring 
this  important  matter  before  the  House,  a!> 
he  was  entitled  to  do.  The  moment  I 
arrived  here  on  Tuesday,  and  had  an 
opportunity,  without  any  idea  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwvdir  was 
going  to  take  the  step  he  has  taken> 
1  expressed  my  views  \rt  the  strongcsft  pos- 
sible manner  upon  the  absurdity  of  the 


Committee  which  the  Ministry  had  ap- 
p-ointed.  At  that  time  I  made  no  hos- 
tile move — no  endeavour  to  move  any 
amendment  or  bring  any  party  feeling  into 
the  question.  I  confined  myself  to  as 
strong  a  protest  as  I  could  make  as  to  the 
absurdity  of  sudi  a  C(»mnittee  to  deal 
with  the  widespread  dissatisfaction  and 
grievances  that  «cist  in  this  Department, 
which  is  under  the  ccttit:rol  of  Ministers. 
To  ask  the  Minister  to  sit  upon  grievanras 
alleged  against  his  administration,  or  to 
ask  his  colleagues  to  do  so,  is  one  of  those 
freaks  which  are  rare  in  the  history  of 
parliamentary  government.  I  Jiave  never 
heard  of  such  a  case.  I  have  heard 
of  cases  which  are .  quite  apart  frcxn 
any  questl«i  of  grievance  or  dissatis- 
faction in  which  Ministers  have  formed  a 
sub-committee.  For  instance,  on  defence 
and  matters  of  thtft  sort,  sub-committees 
are  quite  common,  but  where  the  admin- 
istration of  Ministers  themselves  is  being 
arraigned  in  Parliament  and  by  the  pub- 
lic, then  Ministers  never  appoii^t  a  Com- 
mittee to  whitewash  themselves.  They 
might  have  declined  to  appoint  any 
Cwnmittee  whatever,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly widiin  the  rights  of  the  Min- 
istry to  say  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  "  We  are  aware  that  matters  are 
not  satisfactory  in  this  Department,  but 
we  ask  you  to  trust  us  by  the  ordinary 
methods  of  administration  to  bring  about  a 
remedv  of  existing  grievances."  But  the 
Ministrv  took  no  such  step.  They  have 
taken  the  unusual  step  of  asking  Minis- 
ters who  are  in  charge  of  other  Depart- 
ments— the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  is 
one — to  leave  their  Dep.irtm«its  and  be- 
come members  of  a  Oxnmitfee  which  will 
be  an  absolute  waste  of  time  and  energy 
unless  it  visits,  not  only  the  large  centres 
uf  population,  but  the  remoter  centres  of 
Australia,  where  these  grievances  are  felt 
far  more  bitterly  than  in  cities  like  Sydney 
and  Melbourne.  The  either  day  an  extra 
delivery  was  given  in  one  of  those  great 
cities,  which  already  has,  I  believe,  four 
deliveries  a  day.  A  fifth  delivery,  which 
(o>t  thousands  of  pounds,  was  granted, 
whilst  there  are  man?  places  in  the  coun- 
try which  do  not  get  a  delivery  once  a 
day. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Once  a  week. 

Mr.  REID.— If  the  inquiry  is  to  be  a 
thorough  one,  it  must  travel  all  over  the 
CcHnmonwealth.  It  must  take  into  con- 
sidcration  the  g^van^^g(g^^  the 
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outlying  districts  of  Australia,  as  well  as 
in  the  large  centres  of  population.  How 
can  the  Postmaster-General,  with  this  en- 
ormous Department  upon  his  shoulders, 
give  up  the  time  necessary  for  such  Ein  ih- 
(juiry?  How  can  the  ^Iinister  of  Home 
Affairs  do  so?  It  is  physically  impossible 
Chat  those  honorable  gentlemoi  can  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices  and  per- 
form also  the  duties  of  such  a  Com- 
mittee. Who  are  concerned  in  this  ?  Some 
honorable  members  like  to  assume  that 
they  are  the  chosen  representatives  of  the 
workers  of  Austral.a.  They  claim  that 
they  are  also  the  representatives  of  the 
workers  in  these  great  Departments.  We 
desire  to  claim  an  equality — no  more — with 
them  in  our  desire  to  look  after  the  legiti- 
mate grievances  of  the  workers  of  Aus- 
tralia. The  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir — I  do  not  know  whether  h;s  action 
was  oxitrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Labour 
ParW  or  not — has  brought  this  matter  up. 
It  affects  12,000  wOTkers  in  the  Common- 
wealth— a  pretty  large  body  of  persons, 
whose  interests  ought  to  cwnmand  some  re- 
gard, not  in  one  comer  of  the  House 
alone  

Mr.  Webster. — Tt  affects  the  public,  too. 

Mr.  REID. — I  shall  deal  with  that  part 
of  it  presently,  but  I  begin  in  the  inner 
circle,  with  the  Department  itself.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner, there  were,  at  the  end  of  1906, 
io>249  permanent  hands  and  1,527  tem- 
pCM'ary  employes  in  the  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department.  There  must  be  i,oco  more 
now,  so  that  there  are  about  13,000  hands 
of  all  grades — Australian  workers — em- 
ployed in  this  Commonwealth  service. 
Surely  their  grievances  are  not  to  be  the 
subject  of  political  raanceuvring. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  what  the  right 
hwiorable  member  is  making  them  now. 

Mr.  REID. — 1  have  not  brought  this 
matter  up. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber is  pushing  it  on. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — They  ought  to  be 
able  to  get  redress  elsewhere  than  here. 

Mr,  REID.— I  should  hope  so.  This  is 
the  last  resort.  This  matter  should  never 
have  had  to  come  before  Parliament  at  all. 
It  cones  before  Parliament  only  when  the 
grievances  become  sufficient  to  force  them- 
selves upon  the  atte-ntion  of  Honorable  mem- 
bers. I  did  not  manoeuvre  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  into  taking  this  step. 
Does  the  Postmaster-General  suppose  that 
I  put  the  honorable  member  up  to  do  this  ? 


Surely  I  am  entitled  to  repeat  the  opinions 
that  I  expressed  a  week  ago  upon  this  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  think  I  ha^-e  indicated 
my  intention  for  months  past. 

Mr.  REID. — ^The  honorable  member  has 
brought  the  matter  before  the  House  for 
numths  past.  Does  the  Postmaster-General 
expect  me  to  recantr  the  views  I  so  stnmgly 
expressed  some  days  ago,  when  there  was  no 
political  complication  in  the  matter  at  all, 
and  when  I  sought  to  make  none?  Surely 
the  honorable  member  cannot  complain 
when  I  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
to  repeat  my  objections  to  the  course  which 
the  Govemnient  has  taken.  I  do  not  think 
I  am  to  be  accused  of  political  manoeuvring 
in  doing  so.  I  am  asserting  the  same  right 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  has  just 
asserted.  Does  the  Postmaster-General  say 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  was 
^ilty  of  political  manoeuvring  in  address- 
mg  the  House  in  support  of  the  hraioriibte 
member  for  Gwydir?  Why  should  there  be 
one  law  for  a  man  on  one  side  of  the  cham- 
ber and  another  law  for  a  man  on  the  other 
side?  That  imputation  is  an  unw^orthy  one, 
and  suggests  what  will  probably  take 
plnce.  Now  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  has  seized  the  opportunity,  which 
was  nearly  snatched  from  him,  of  bringing 
the  matter  forward  in  a  pointed  way,  an 
inconvenient  situation  has  arisen.  What  is 
the  way  out  of  it  ?  To  do  what  the  Prime 
Minister  tried  to  do  a  little  while  ago  

Mr.  Joseph.  Cook. — No.  The  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party. 

"Mr.  REID.— The  Prime  Minister  first, 
and  then  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party. 
The  Prime  Mini.ster  endeavoured  10  shelve 
the  debate  by  an  amendment  adjourning 
the  consideration  of  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
and,  a  few  hours  later,  the  leader  of  the 
Labour  Party  repeated  the  attempt. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^This  is  not  a  Labour 
Party  question. 

Mr.  REID. — So  I  hope.  I  am  spoken 
of  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  and, 
similarly,  I  refer  to  the  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay  by  his  <^cial  title,  which  is 
frequently  applied  to  him  personally.  He 
knew  when  he  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate  that  the  effect  of  carrying  the 
motion  would  be  to  shelve  the  opportunity 
to  obtain  a  decision  on  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir. 

Mr.  Fisher. — My  motion  was  moved 
for  other  purposes,  and  with  the  object  of 
bringing  the  matter  to  &>  otxiclusioa. 
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Mr.  REID.— I  accept  that  statement. 
Did  the  honorable  member  explain  how  it 
could  be  brought  to  completion? 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  would  have  been  out 
of  order  to  do  sol 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  why  the 
lionorable  member  took  that  course,  1  sup- 
pose. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  say  that.  If  he 
tells  me  that  he  had  it  in  his  mind  to 
secure  the  -adjournment  of  the  debate  in 
order  to  enable  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with 
at  a  more  omvenient  opportunity,  I  accept 
the  statement  at  once. 

Sir  WxLUAM  LvNE. — Hear,  hear.  I 
happen  to  know  that  he  was  going  to  do 
it. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Perhaps  innot^t  Willy 
put  him  up  to  it. 

Mr.  REID. — Perhaps  the  honorable 
member  for  Wide  Ba^  will  give  me  the 
benefit  of  the  suggestion  which  he  was 
going  to  make  as  to  when  the  matter 
should  be  dealt  with? 

Mr.  Fisher. — In  good  time,  before  the 
session  ends. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  an  extraordinary 
statement.  The  se^icn  may  not  end  for 
weeks. 

Mr.  Watson. — Is  the  right  honorable 
member  so  desirous  for  a  week  or  two  of 
office?  A  week  will  not  make  much  dif- 
ference. I  remember  when  he  reproached 
me  with  desiring  another  week  of  office. 

Mr.  UEID. — I  did,  and  I  am  sorry 
for  it.  But  I  assure  the  honorable  member 
that  he  will  never  see  me  in  office  again 
under  the  humiliating  conditions  under 
which  he  and  I  have  occupied  it.  If 
these  humiliation.s  were  not  enough  for 
him,  they  have  been  enough  for  me. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  was  quite  enough  for 
me. 

Mr.  REID. — That  was  the  only  occa- 
sion  when  I  realized  the  beauty  of  the 
national  song  "  The  Campbells  are  com- 
ing." 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— The  March  of  the 
Cameron  Men." 

Mr.  REID.— Yes.  There  are  serious 
grievances  being  suffered  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  public  servants  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  in  ray  view  it  would  be  a  cruel 
and  dastardly  thing  to  allow  the  Minister 
who  is  responsible  for  them  to  inquire  into 
them.  The  honorable  member  for  Maribyr- 
nong  may  not  be  individually  responsible, 
but  his  colleague,  the  ex- Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, is.  The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms is  responsible  for  his  administration 


of  the  Postal  Department,  and  the  present 
Postmaster-General  has  inherited  that  re- 
sponsibility. The  Ministry  is  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Department 
shicer  it  has  been  in  office,  as  any  other  Min- 
istry would  be.  Not  only  is  there  intense 
dissatisfaction  in  all  ranks  of  the  service, 
but  the  public  of  Australia  is  dissatisfied. 
The  administration  of  the  Department  can 
never  be  sound  until  it  has  been  scrutinized 
by  a  fearless  and  competent  txxiy  of  men. 
It  is  not  f<»  us  to  say  who  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners should  be.  That  is  the  functicn 
of  the  Executive.  They  must  decide  the 
matter  cm  their  responsibility.  All  that  the 
hOTorable  member  for  Gwydir  did  was  to 
seek  to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  House 
to  express  the  opinion  that  the  inquiry 
which  Ministers  havcj  entered  upon  should 
be  conducted,  not  by  Ministers,  but  by 
Rc^al  Commissioners,  a  position  whicii 
almost  every  honorable  member  must  in  his 
heart  and  soul  approve.  When  honorable 
members  who  are  able  to  vote  on  the  pro- 
posal before  the  House  do  not  wish  to  do 
so,  the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  adjourn 
the  debated  The  alternatives  are  to  come 
to  the  scratch  and  vote  like  men,  or  to  run 
away.  My  honorable  friends  wish  to  run 
away.  Will  the  Gowrnment  allow  these 
tactics?  When  their  position  is  challenged, 
do  they  ask  friends  below  the  gangway  to 
save  them  by  a  retreat? 

Mr.  Deakin. — If  we  desire  advira  on 
tactics,  we  shall  go  to  the  right  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  REID. — ^The  honorable  and  learned 
gentleman  has  shown  a  political  dexterity 
which  makes  Machiavelli  himself  seem  a 
primitive  Italian  peasant.  He  has  now 
acquired  an  appetite  for  a  state  of  things 
which,  in  the  estimation  of  almost  every 
man  in  Australia,  is  personally  humiliating. 
That  appetite  may  lead  him  to  clutch  at  the 
friendly  hand  which  will  take  him  away 
from  the  challen^- which  has  been  put  be- 
fore the  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir,  in  his  amendment,  has  thrown 
down  this  challenge  to  the  Government : 
"  I  ask  you  to  appoint  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion. If  you  will  not,  I  shall  give  a  vote 
which  may  affect  your  position."  If  the 
honorable  member  did  not  know  that,  he 
has  the  rudiments  of  parliamentary  prcre- 
dure  to  learn.  I  am  sure  that  he  knew  it. 
The  position  he  took  up  was  that  to  him 
the  interests  of  the  Government  are  not  as 
important  as  are  those  of  12,000  postal 
employes  and  of  the  general  public  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  that  in  the  perfoananoQ  ^f  his 
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duty^  to  the  Department  and  to  the  public 
he  must  take  a  course  which  be  would  pro- 
bably have  avoided  could  he  study  the  exi- 
gencies of  political  warfare.  I-  have  not 
invented  ttw  situation;  it  has  arisen  inde- 
pendently of  me.  But  surely  it  is 
not  expected,  when  such  a  situation 
arises,  that  I  should  abandon  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  on  other  occasions. 
I  repeat  with  greater  earnestness  my  be- 
lief that  one  of  the  greatest  services, 
that  can  be  rendered  to  the  public  of 
Australia  is  the  putting  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Department  on  a  sound  and 
more  satisfactn-y  footing*.  That  can  never 
be  done  by  Ministers,  because  the  responsi- 
bilities upMi  them  are  such  that  if  they 
were  to  leave  their  Departments  in 
order  to  ccmduct  the  necessary  inves- 
tigation, "  confusion  worse  confounded  " 
would  follow.  Is  it  not  an  extra- 
ordinary way  of  reforming  a  Depart- 
ment to  s^  the  man  at  the  helm 
of  affairs  away  from  the  coitral  Seat  of 
Government — the  place  from  which  he  can 
do  his  best  to  administer  these  varied  in- 
terests throughout  the  Commonwealth — to 
send  him  on  a  travelling  Committee  of  in- 
quiry ?  It  is  only  an  excess  of  party 
loyalty  and  devotion  that  can  justify  such 
a  preposterous  proposition.  It  is  bad  in 
itself.  It  is  a  sort  of  revival  of  the  Star- 
Chamber  inquiry  of  former  days.  Where 
would  the  men  of  liberty  have  been  centu- 
ries ago  if  they  had  had  to  bring  their  griev- 
ances before  the  Ministers  of  Henry  VIII. 
or  Queen  Elizabeth,  or  Charles  I.  ?  Where 
would  tbey  have  been  if  they  had  bad  to 
go  before  an  authcmty  of  that  sort  to 
ventilate  their  grievances  against  the  Go- 
vernment? Fortunately,  we  live  in  dif- 
ferent days,  and  in  these  enlightened 
times,  when  men  have  grievances  to 
be  investigated,  we  endeavour  as '  far 
as  we  can  not  to  make  the  judge  of  those 
grievances  the  man  or  men  of  whom  com- 
plaint is  made  and  who  are  responsible  for 
their  existence.  If  honorable  members  are 
pr^ared  to  justify  that  sort  of  inquiry  the 
i»ue  is  a  very  simple  one.  We  do  not 
need  to  run  away  from  it.  We  can  easily 
vote  on  it  one  way  or  the  other,  and  I 
dj  not  think  it  is  likely  that  the  Prime 
Minister  will  throw  any  influence  into  the 
scale  of  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  issue, 
now  that  it  is  raised,  from  being  decided. 
1  endeavoured  to  make  a  suggestion  when 
the  rules  of  the  House  .prevented  me,  but 
now  that  this  debate  has  proceeded,  what 
an  absolute  waste  of  time  it  would  be  to 
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postpone  it  in  order  to  renew  it  on  another 
occasicHF — unless  there  is  some  other 
motive ! 

Mr.  Frazer. — ^The  Prime  Minister  will 
tell  us  that,  in  view  of  the  state  of  public 

business,  he  cannot  possibly  force  it  on. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  that  would 
be  very  likely  to  happen.  If  any  definite 
day  can  be  given  to  the  honorable  member 
foi  Gwydir  to  renew  this  matter  in  some 
pointed  way,  and  personally  I  do  not 
wish  to  throw  any  obstacle  in  the  road  

Mr.  McDonald. — ^What  about  Good 
Ftiday  ? 

Mi.  REID.— That  is  no  doubt  the  sort 
day  that  would  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose.  Now  that  the  matter  has  occu- 
pied the  time  of  the  House,  I  think  that 
it  ought  to  be  got  rid  of.  It  is  a  simple 
pLToposition,  namely :  Should  this  Conunit- 
tee  of  inquiry  .proceed  or  not?  The  Post- 
master-General makes  a  proposition  to 
meet  the  stress  of  the  occasicxi  which,  in 
my  opini<Hi,  is  only  another  eccentric  joke 
in  the  way  of  government.  The  first  ec- 
centricity was  the  appointment  of  Minis- 
ters to  investigate  omiplaints  against  thMi- 
selves.  But  that  is  succeeded  by  a  pro- 
posal more  eccentric  still.  The  Minister 
now  tells  us  that  if  he  should  find  that  he 
and  his  brother  Ministers  were  incapable 
he  would  pass  a  vote  of  censure  up<Mi  him- 
self, and  them,  arid  supplsiU  them  by  a 
Royal  Commission.  That  is  one  of  the 
additional  follies  of  this  most  foolish  situa- 
tion. Whether  the  matter  ranges  from  a 
mail  contract  ,  down  to  the  quantity  of  beer 
which  the  miners  of  Kurri  Kurri  cmsume, 
when  was  the  'Postmaster-General  otherwise 
than  oxifident  of  his  axnplete  ability  to 
deal  with  every  situation  which  might 
arise?  That  is  not  what  the  public  want. 
Tliey  do  not  look  to  the  Department  for 
reform.  They  look  for  a  searching  in- 
quiry which  would  cast  a  flood  of  light 
upon  the  whole  of  the  operations  of  this 
Department.  I  should  like  to  read  to  the 
House  a  sentence  or  two  from  the  report 
of  the  Public  Service  Commissioner,  whose 
name  has  been  brought  into  these  debates, 
in  my  opinion,  in  a  nK»t  objectimable  way. 
There  have  been  attempts  to  interpose  that 
officer  between  the  Ministry  and  their  re- 
sponsibilities. That  is  an  absolutely  wronp; 
thing  to  do  If  we  put  a  man  in  the  posi- 
ticwi  of  Public  Service  C<xnmissioner,  he 
should  be  protected. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  he,  as  a  matter  of 
policy  and  publk  duty^jg^certain 
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appointments  should  not  be  made,  surely 
there  is  no  objection  to  that  being  stated? 

Mr.  RE  ID. — I  should  not  like  to  draw 
the  rules  t03  tightly,  but  I  have  noticed 
a  desire  to  drag  his  name  into  this  dis- 
cussicKi  as  if  he,  in  scxne  way  or  other, 
were  responsible  for  the  existing  state  of 
things. 

M  r.  Mahon  . — He  is  xesponsible  for 
more  than  half  of  it. 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  member 
has  the  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  make 
that  statement,  and  the  Commissioner  the 
ill-fortune  to  be  unable  to  reply  to  him. 

Mr.  Carr. — Is  he  not  supreme? 

Mr.  REID. — Within  certain  limits. 

Mr.  Carr. — ^And  they  affect  this  issue? 

Mr.  REID. — But  he  does  not  put  these 
youngsters  of  sixteen  years  of  age  into  the 
post-offices  all  night  to  look  after  than, 

Mr.  Mahon. — ^That  is  exactly  what  he 
does. 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  just  what  he  does. 
Mr.     SroRBEK. — He  puts  juniors  over 
seniors. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  very  sorry  that  I  have 
drawn  these  remarks.  Whenever  a  man  is 
in  the  position  of  a  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner, honorable  members  can  easily  open 
the  flood-^tes  upon  him.  He  has  few 
oppcfftunities,  if  he  is  an  h(»iorable  officer, 
of  being  an  amiable  officer.  But  he  has 
many  (^portunities  <tf  _  incurring  unpopu- 
larity and  dislike.  I  rq^et  that  I  have  in- 
troduced his  name  ,  if  it  is  to  be  the  means 
of  reviving  these  attacks  upon  a  man  who 
is  unable  to  defend  himself. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  Will  the  honorable 
eeatleman  withdraw  his  statement  that  the 
Postmaster-General  was  responsible  for  the 
introduction  of  boys  of  sixteen  years  of  age 
into  responsible  positions? 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  withdraw  that. 

Mr.  Saucon. — It  is  a  fact  that  it  has 
been  done. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  hold  the  Public 
Service  C(xnmissioner  resp<xisible  iot  that. 

Mr.  Salmon. — No? 

Mr.  REID.— No;  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  he  did  it. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  can  cite  an  instance 
where  it  was  done  in  my  electorate. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  want  to  find  out 
if  he  is  responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  REID.— If  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner is  involved  in  any  way  in  this 
matter,  that  OTly  creates  another  objection 
to  an  inquiry  by  a  Cabinet  Committee. 
There  have  been  strained  relatiois  between 
the  Department  and  the  Ccnnmissioner  as 


to  the  position  which  a  o^ain  assistant 
secretary  should  occupy.  Does  not  that 
show  the  wrcHig  of  appointing  a  Minister 
to  sit  in  judgment  upon  matters  which  in- 
volve an  officer  with  whom  he  is  in  ccxiflict 
in  the  administratitm  of  his  Department? 
It  only  points  to  the  unfairness  of  the 
course  which  has  been  taken,  and  I  am 
much  obliged  to  honorable  members  for 
their  interjecticms.  I  want  to  draV  atten- 
tion to  some  observations  of  the  Ccnnmis- 
sioner which  honorable  members  have  re- 
iterated. In  his  annual  report,  he  says — 
In  previoiis  repotU  I  had  occasion  to  refci  to 
the  circumlocutory  dnd  unbustacftslike  methods 
that  mark  the  administration  of  Government 
Departments  generally ;  and,  although  I  am 
pleased  to  observe  that  some  improvements  are 
noticeable  in  this  service,  I  nevertheless  feel  that 
there  still  exists  much  scope  for  bettering  the 
systems  on  which  Federal  Departmeots  are  ad- 
ministered, particularly  by  (he  introduction  of 
a  policy  of  decentralization. 

I  believe  that  we  never  can  have  an  efficient 
postal  service,  for  the  Commonwealth,  un- 
less we  have  a  system  under  which  the  re- 
spcmsible  heads  in  the  States  do  the  eiecu- 
tive  work,  subject  to  review  in  important 
matters  by  the  central  authority.  Fran  the 
little  I  ^K>w  of  the  relatitxis  between  the 
head  office  and  the  State  officers,  I  should 
not  like  to  express  an  opinion  positively ; 
but  I  have  a  very  strcRig  suspicion  that 
the  main  reason  for  the  diaos  which  edsts 
in  this  Department  is  the  absurd  and  im- 
possible attemnt  to  govern  on  principles  of 
red  tape  a  continent  oxitaining  3,000,000 
square  miles. 

Mr.  Cakr. — By  one  man? 

Mr.  REID.— By  cme  man. 

Mr.  Cask. — ^TIm;  Comfmssioner  ? 

Sir  William  Ltnb. — ^He  is  the  best  man 

who  could  be  obtained  in  Australia. 

Mr.  REID. — As  the  honorable  member 
for  Macquarie  knows,  it  is  Parliament  which 
is  responsible  for  the  existence  of  the  Pub- 
lic Service  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Caks. — I  know  that  the  Parliament 
has  conferred  upon  him  absolute  power. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — In  his  last  re- 
port, the  Commissioner  pcnnts  out  that  he 
is  decentralizing  his  own  Department  by 
giving  the  State  inspectors  greater  power. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  care  whether  the 
principle  is  adopted  by  the  Ccmimissioner 
or  any  one  else — it  is  an  absolutely 
sound  principle.  In  my- opinion,  we  shall 
ne\'er  have  satisfactory  results  unless  the 
heads  of  these  States  Departments  have  al- 
most as  much  authority  as  they  had  in  pre- 
Federation  days,  m  |he  ^acQ^^^ent 
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of  the  Depaitment,  and  in  the  effort  to 
study  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Postmaster-General 
said  that  powers  have  lately  been  given  to 
the  Deputy  Postmasters-General. 

Mr.  Maugek. — ^Arid  I  have  a  list  of  the 
powers  here. 

Mr.  REID. — I  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney  whether  he  approves 
of  this  Ministerial  Committee  of  Inquiry? 

Mr.  Watson— I  shall  be  prepared  to 
answer  that  when  P  am  on  my  feet — I  am 
now  referring  to  a  different  matter. 

Mr.  REID. — 1  hope  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  not  offended  at  the  question. 

Mr.  Watson.-— No;  I  think  it  is  very 
amusing;. 

Mr,  REID. — I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
be  amusing.  It  is  the  adjournment  idea 
that  is  amusing. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  is  much  that  is 
arousing  about  this  debate ! 

Mr.  REID. — Is  that  what  wreathes  the 
countenance  of  my  honorable  friend  with 
smiles?  How  careworn  some  honorable 
members  loc^d  before  the  dinner  adjourn- 
ment, but  ho\f  happy  they  look  now  that 
the  strain  is  removed. 

Mr.  Watson. — Thank  goodness,  there  is 
no  strain  for  me  either  way  t 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  like  to  ask  honor- 
able members  to  listen  to  some  words  from 
the  annual  report  of  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lvnil. — Is  it  wise  to  go 
into  these  matters? 

Mr.  REID. — These  are  matters  upon 
which  we  may  be  taken  to  be  all  agreed. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne.  —  The  question 
raised  is  one  of  administrative  detail. 

Mr.  REID. — My  only  desire  is  to  get 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  the  Coti- 
missioner  on  a  question,  not  of  personal 
management,  but  of  the  general  adminis- 
tration^    This  is  what  he  said — 

'  ..  .  .  .  the  future  conditioa  of  the  Fedciai 
Departmcnti  must  necessarily  depend  in  no 
small  measure  upon  -the  principles  of  adminis- 
tration adopted  and  pursued  in  the  early  stages 
of  their  career. 

Let  me  stop  there.  The  proposed  Cabinet 
Committee  will  have  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  principles  adopted  bv  their  colleague  in 
the  management  of  this  Department.  Is 
it  not  absurd  to  ask  <me  Minister  to  sit 
in  judgment  on  another  ? 

Mr.  Mahon. — The  present  Ministers  did 
not  invent  those  princifilirs  of  mana{;emenr. 
The  right  honorable  member  himself  ad- 
ministered them, 

[370]— a 


Mr.  REID.— May  I  suggest  that  I  am 
not  still  responsible  for  what  went  on  in 
the  years  1906-7-8?  Surely  the  most  rabid 
degree  of  political  hatred  cannot  go  so  far 
as  to  suggest  that?  Surely  I  can  review 
the  COTiduct  of  Ministers  during  the  last 
two  and  a  half  years?  Surely  the  Ministers 
are  on  their  own  responsibility,  and  are  not 
mere  children  to  ct^v  the  blunders  of  others  ? 

Mr.  Maloney. — How  about  the  blunders 
of  the  right  honorable  member's  col- 
leagues? 

Mr.  RE1D.--If  there  were  blunders,  the 
present  Ministry  ought  not  to  be  such  child- 
ren as  to  copy  them.  However,  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  goes  cm  to  say — 

The  time  is  therefore  opportune  for  the  sum- 
mary checking  of  any  tendencies  that  may  be  now 
insmuatmg  themselves  into  official  life,  and 
which  may  ultimately  have  the  effect  of  brinmif 
upon  Australian  administration  that  opprobrium 
arid  ridicule  to  which  uther  services  have  been 
subjected— when  it  is  then  all  too  late  to  effect 
any  substantial  reform. 

I  should  look  to  a  Royal  Commission  to 
render  great  public  service  to  Parliament 
by  throwing  3  flood  of  light  on  the  opera- 
lions  of  the  Department,  and  by  making 
recommendations  which  would  prove  of 
infinite  assistance,,  not  onlv  to  the  present 
Mmistrj-,  bift  to  those  who  may  succeed 
them.  Wo  can  quite  realize  the  comidi- 
cation  which  would  arise  in  the  Cabinet  on 
recommendations  being  presented  affecting 
the  administration  of  its  members. 
Ihe  uutial  consideration  of  any  report 
from  the  Cabmet  Committee  would  in- 
volve a  number  of  difficulties  which  could 
not  arise  in  the  case  of  an  indepen- 
dent Royal  Commission.  We  have  had 
Royal  Commissions  on  questions  of  much 
less  consequence.  There  was  a  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Drayton  Grange  aff^r, 
on  bonuses,  on  nangation,  old-age  pen- 
sions, the  adminis'tration  of  Papua,  and 
an  expert  Commission  on  the  Federal 
Capital  Site.  If  the  unfortunate  blacks 
of  New  Guinea  are  worth  a  Royal  Com- 
mission, surely  the  12,000  men  in  this  De- 
partment, and  the  public  of  Australia,  are 
worthy  of  similar  Ccmsideration. 

Mr.  LiDDELL.— The  right  hcmorable 
member  has  forgotten  the  Secret  Drugs 
Commission. 

-Mr.  REID.— Was  that  a  Roval  Com- 

m.ssion  ? 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Yes. 

Mr.  REID.-Then  I  am  glad  that  the 
gentleman  who  formed  the  Commission 
had  the  opportunity  of  traveUin£jh,state, 
because  he  is  aD'^i^ 
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an  individual  citizen.  In  view  of  these 
previous  Roval  Commissions,  can  it  be 
said  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  have  an 
inquiry  of  the  kind  into  the  grievances  of 
the  12,000  workers  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department—into  the  allegations  of 
overworking  and  sweating?  Surely,  those 
h<xiorable  members  who  look  on  overwork 
and  sweating  as  blots  on  modern  civiliza- 
ticm,  and  who  are  anxious  to  turn  things 
upside  down  in  order  to  prevent  such  evils, 
will  now  assist  the  cause  of  the  workers, 
whom  they  are  supposed  to  represent  ? 
Now  that  the  grievances  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  employes  have  been  voiced  by  a 
member  who  is  supposed  to  represent  these 
men,  we  shall  surely  have  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party,  and  the  champions  of 
social  reform  generally,  joining  in  the  cam- 
paign against  sweating  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. ' 

Mr.  Watson. — This  is  quite  pathetic  ! 

Mr.  REID. — When  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  South  Sydney  was  on  the  hustings 
he  trained  his  ihroat  with  pathetic  plead- 
ing, and  his  eyes  were  filled  with  tears  as 
he  pictured  a  time  when  sweating  would 
be  unknown.  Now,  however,  when  he  is 
seated  on  his  well-stuffed  cushion  in  Par- 
liament, the  wrongs  of  the  12,000 
workers  in  the  Postal  Departmrat  are  a 
subjert  of  merriment. 

Mr.  Maloney. — No;  the  merriment  is 
due  to  the  right  honorable  member's  funny 
way  of  saying  things. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  the  proposal  for 
the  appoinlment  of  a  Royal  Ccnnmission 
is  a  good  one.  It  is  not  in  itself  a 
party  proposition,  and  has  not  been  sub- 
mitted in  a  party  spirit.  I  quite  ad- 
mit that,  brought  forward  as  it  has  been, 
it  is  a  propo6iti<m  which  the  GovetnmenV 
may  have  to  take  into  consideration ;  but 
all  I  now  sav  is  that  the  proposal  having 
been  laid  before  the  House,  it  is  our  dutv 
to  deal  with  it.  If  honorr.ble  members 
think  that  the  proposition  is  one  that 
should  be  supported,  let  them  vote  for 
it ;  or  if  honorable  members  think  it  is  a 
proposal  that  should  not  be  supported,  let 
them  vote  against  it.  But  the  flag  ought 
not  to  be  hauled  down  at  the  first  sign  of 
fight — do  not  sneak  out  of  the  c(xiflict. 
Come  up  to  the  scratch  like  the  men  you 
have  always  professed  to  be.  Will  you  all 
run  away? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  address  the  Chair? 


Mr.  REID. — I  ought  to  have  asked 
whether  all  honorable  members  in  the 
I-abour  Party  will  run  away? 

Mr.  Watson. — Why  this  anxiety  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  have  no  anxiety  at  all 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honorable 
member  does  not  even  desire  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  even  desire  to 
prolong  Wie  debate. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.— The  right  honorable 
member  desires  to  make  party  capital  out 
of  the  questiOT. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  a  nice  thir^  to 
say  !  I  am  only  saying  what  I  said  when 
there  was  no  issue  of  this  kind  before  the 
House.  That  may  be  a  reason  why  I  ^ould 
not  repeat  myself,  but  it  is  only  what  I  laid 
lefore  honorable  members  when  there  was 
no  party  issue  involved.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  push  this  question  to  a  sudden 
division,  if  khe  hor»rable  member  for 
Cook  will  name  some  reasonable  day  for 
the  resumption  of  the  debate. 

^^r.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  right  honorable 
member's  party  prevented  an  adjournment 
before  dinner. 

Mr.  RE  ID.— The  honorable  member 
must  be  fair.  May  I  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable member  that,  in  comoxm  fairness^ 
e\-en  \o  an  opponent — because-  that  is  where 
fairness  comes  in  

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — We  do  not  get  much 
fairness  from  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  REID. — Might  I  suggest  to  the 
honorable  member  that  when  an  hmiwable 
member  in  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate  is  prevented  by  the  Standing  Orders 
from  explaining  his  object  in  doing  so,  the 
whole  House  is  placed  at  a  disadvantage. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — Some  one  at  the 
time  desired  that  the  House  should  pro- 
ceed with  the  debate  on  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill. 

Mr.  REID.— The  adjournment  of  this 
debate  without  an  arrangement  as  to  whoi 
it  should  be  resumed  would  be  very  unfair. 

Mr.  J.  .  H.  Catts.— The  honorable 
member  who  objected  did  not  care  when 
it  was  to  be  resumed. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  a  matter  of  com- 
ment, not  of  fact, 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  absolutely  in- 
correct. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — It  is  correct. 

Mr.  REID. — When  the  temperature  rises 
sometimes,  we  get  a  Utt}e>  unfain  but  I 
believe  that  exe^gitibotloA^Q^t^  in 
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cold  blood  wishes  to  be  fair  to  his  op- 
ponents. I  should  like  to  point  out  that 
if  an  honorable  member  moves  the  adjourn- 
ment of   a  'debate    without  menti<xiing 

when  it  is  to  be  resumed   ■ 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  hcMJwable 
member  did  not  wait  for  a  date  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Fisher. — It  would  be  the  n«tt 
questicxi. 

Mr.  REID. — The  debate  having  once 
been  adjourned,  there  would  be  no  "  next 
question."  If  the  honorable  member  has 
in  view  some  definite  date,  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  for  the  resumption  of  -  the 
debate,  well  and  good.  I  am  prepared 
to  agree  to  its  adjournment  for  three 
weeks.  That  would  give  the  Government 
time  to  appoint  a  CcHnmission,  and  there 
would  then  be  no  party  trouble. 

Mr.  Fisher. — That  is  fair. 

Mr.  KEID. — I  am  speaking  <»ily  for 
myself;  I  have  not  ccHisulted  my  party. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  day  three 
weeks  will  be  the  next  grievance  da.v. 

Mr.  REID.— I  did  not  have  that  in 
mind ;  I  am  not  dreaming  of  making  such 
a  concessi<xi.  What  I  say  is  that  if  the 
debate  were  adjourned  until  the  first  day 
on  which  we  meet  after  the  holidays,  I 
should  be  satisfied.  I  do  not  wish  to  push 
this  question  to  a  division  with  undue 
haste.  If  the  bcmcffable  member  wishes 
to  know  my  real  opinion,  it  would  not  be 
at  all  to  my  interests  to  precipitate  a  crisis 
at  the  present  time.  I  have  no  particular 
interest  in  fcwdng  (Hi,  at  the  present  time, 
a  -division  on  this  question,  trtit  I  have  a 
very  strong  opinion  upon  it,  aitd  wish  to 
give  effect  to  it.  If  the  Government  will 
consent  to  the  adjourned  debate  bdng  made 
an  order  of  the  day  for  the  first  day  on 
which  we  meet,  after  the  holidays,  I  ^all 
not  c^ject. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Why  should  the  Go- 
vernment give  a  preference  to  one  and  not 
to  another? 

Mr.  REID. — The  fflily  reason  is  that 
we  have  the  floor,  and  that  when  honor- 
able members  are  asked  to  give  up  posses- 
sion, thev  are  entitled  to  some  considera- 
tion. If  any  reasonable  arrangement  can 
he  made,  I  do  not  wish  to  push  the  ques- 
tion to  a  division  now ;  but  if  no  reasonable 
airangement  is  come  to,  it  is  only  right 
that  we  should  settle  it,  now  that  it  is  be- 
fore the  House. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9-14]. — I  should  not  have  risen, 
but  for  the  change  in  the  attitude  taken 


up  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney.  The  attitude  that  he  assumes 
when  he  wishes  to  gain  a  point  is  historical. 
He  has  addressed  the  House  to-night  in  his 
old  style — with  his  claws  gloved  but  ready 
to  pierce  the  Government  at  any  moment. 
He  imagines  that  by  special  pleading,  by 
special  suavity  of  manner,  he  can  impose 
cm  men  who  know  htm  as  well  as  he  knows 
himself.  He  would  make  hcHiorable  mem- 
bers believe  that  all  he  desires  to  do  is  for 
their  good  and  not  for  his.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  right  hoiun^ble  member's 
political  character  is  too  well  known  to 
permit  of  his  imposing  on  any  one.  He 
has  endeavoured  to-night  to  throw  into  the 
vortex  of  party  feeling  and  party  voting  a 
proposal  introduced  I  believe  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  wit^iout  any  desire 
that  it  should  be  made  a  party  matter. 
He  is  very  much  mistaken  if  he  thinks  that 
he  is  going  to  succeed.  His  statements  to- 
night mean,  if  anything,  that  he  wishes  to 
create  a  situation  that  will  disturb  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  a  horrible  offence.  I 
plead  guilty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  been  stirring  this  way  and  that 
way  to  ascertain  the  temper  of  the  House, 
and  finding  that  it  is  oppo6e<i  to  him  he  has 
decided  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to 
do  anything  to-night.  That  is  his  usual 
attitude.  He  does  not  come  out  boldly  and 
accept  the  responsibility  for  an  attack  upon 
the  Government ;  he  tries  to  shelter  himself, 
and  in  order  that  he  may  reap  the  advan- 
tage endeavours  to  work  up  party  feeling  in 
respect  of  a  proposal  made  by  another  hon- 
orable member.  I  do  not  think  that  he  will 
be  able  to  do  so  on  this  occasion.  What  is 
his  political  history  as  to  the  redressing  of 
grievances?  When  he  was  in  office  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  complained  of  ensted 
in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department' 
very  largely  as  it  does  to-day. 

Mr.  Reid. — Nothing  like  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  that  time  he 
did  not  raise  his  voice  against  it  or  at- 
tempt in  any  way  to  change  the  system. 
The  attitude  assumed  by  the  right  honorable 
member  ill  becomes  him.  No  one  can  ac- 
cuse the  Government,  and  especially  my 
honorable  colleague,  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, of  not  having  the  greatest  sympathy 
for  the  Public  Service.  My  complaint 
against  the  Postmaster-General  sometimes  is 
that  he  bends  too  easily  to  clamour. 

Mr.  Hall. — Does  the  fault  lie  at  the 
door  of  the  Treasurer  because  he  would 
not  provide  the  fiiei1^Pv^*^*-*gt<- 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  going  to 
refer  to  that,  but  I  wish  first  of  all  to 
deal  with  the  attanpt  of  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  cajole  honorable  members 
into  the  belief  that  he  is  acting  in  their  in- 
terests and  in  those  of  the  public  servants 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — How  did  he 
treat  the .  Public  Service  of  New  South 
Wales? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— With  one  stroke 
of  his  pen  he  reduced  by  ^^301,000  the 
salaries  of  public  servants  in  New  South 
Wales.  He  said  to  the  Public  Service 
Board,  *'  You  have  to  reduce  salaries  to 
that  extent." 

Mr.  Keid. — That  is  not  true. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  absolutely 
correct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  Reid. — Certainly,  sir,  I  withdraw  it 
until  the  honorable  member  has  finished. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— An  honorable  member 
should  rise  to  withdraw  a  remark. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  thank  you,  Mr.  Speaker; 
but  it  is  hard  on  me. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  want 
to  do  the  honorable  member  an  injustice  

Mr.  Reid.— «WiU  the  honorable  member 
allow  me  to  say  that  the  reduction  of  sala- 
ries by  ;^30i,ooo  was  made  on  the  report 
of  the  Commission  which  I  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  service. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  amount  of 
the  reduction  was  not  Gxsd  by  the  Commis- 
sim. 

Mr,  Reid. — Absolutely. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  am  wrong 
I  apologize  to  the  right  honorable  member, 
but  I  do  not  think  I  am.  The  right  honor- 
able member  threw  into  the  lap  of  the 
Public  Service  Board  lus  ultimatum  that 
salaries  were  to  be  reduced  to  that  extent. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Absolutely  no.  It  was  the 
Teoommendation  of  the  Commission. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  determina- 
tion to. make  that  reduction  was  not  con- 
veyed in  the  ordinary  way  to  the  Public 
Service  of  New  South  Wales.  '  Many  of 
them  learned  of  it  for  the  first  time  by 
having  a  notice  of  dismissal  placed  in  their 
hands  when  they  reached  their  offices,  while 
(Mhers  on  returning  hmne  at  night  received 
an  intimation  that  they  were  dismissed  from 
the  service.  I  have  no  desire  to  further 
discuss  the  matter.  I  was  led  to  refer  to 
it  as  illustrating  what  the  ri^ht  honorable 
member  is  prepared  to  do  when  it  suits  him. 
I  repeat  that  no  one  can  justly  accuse  the 


Postmaster-General  of  not  being  ui  sym* 
pathy  with  the  Public  Service.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  man  can  accuse  me 
of  lack  of  sympathy  with  it.  My 
past  history  is  evidence  of  that.  In  New 
South  Wales  I  was  instnmiental  in  secur- 
ing the  enactment  of  legislalion  which  in^ 
sured  the  payment  of  good  salaries  to  the 
public  servants  of  that  State.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Cook  has  referred  to  the 
action  of  the  New  South  Wales  Railways 
Commissioners,  and,  in  that  connexion,  I 
would  ask  him  who  prevented  the  questions 
which  were  being  asked  in  the  New  South 
Wales  Parliament  by  dozens  and  dozens 
concenung  the  disabilities  tmder  whidi  the 
railway  employes  laboured? 

Mr.  Fm.LER. — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
I  ask  your  ruling,  sir,  as  to  whether  the 
Treasurer's,  remarks  are  Tele\'ant  to  the 
question  before  the  Chair? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Treasurer  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  justifying  his  present 
action  and  any  proposals  that  he  contem- 
plates by  a  reference  to  his  past  action  in 
.similar  circumstances.  In  doing  that,  he 
is  perfectly  in  wder. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  for  Cook  declared  that  the  railway 
servants  of  New  South  Wales  did  not, 
through  their  representatives  in  Parliament, 
shower  upon  the  Government  of  the  dav 
questions  regarding  their  disabilities,  I 
may  say  that  these  clamours  continued 
until  the  Commissioners  appointed  a  Board 
of  Appeal.  The  railway  servants  desired 
that  one  of  their  cheers  should  be  elected 
to  sit  upon  that  Board,  and  I  was  respon- 
sible fcH-  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
which  was  passed  by  tthe  State  Legislature, 
and  which  enabled  them  to  attain  their  ob- 
ject. FnMn  that  time  forward,  scarcely 
any  questions  were  asked  in  Parliament  in 
reference  to  their  troubles. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  Treasurer  will 
remember  that  the  Labour  Party  was 
sitting  behind  him  then. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  always 
admitted  that  the  Labour  Party  helped,  me 
to  pass  the  best  legislaticHi  in  regard  to 
the  Public  Service  that  has  been  enacted 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — "  CodUn  is  vour 
friend,  not  Short." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
m«nber  has  been  my  friend  a  good  many 
times  recently. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  Treasurer  want  an 
adjournment  of  the,^fe^^^GoOgle 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable  member  has  stated  that  the  Prime 
Ministec  deliberately  attempted  to  prevent 
the  hwiorable  member  for  Gwydir  from 
getting  this  motion  discussed.  Any  person 
who  knows  the  Prime  Minister  must  be 
aware  that  he  would  not  be  guilty  of  an 
act  of  that  sort.  I  happen  to  know  what 
are  his  views  upon  this  question,  and  I  also 
chanced  to  be  sitting  close  to  the  htxxffable 
member  *or  Wide  Bay  when  he  jumped  up 
and  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
I  turned  to  him,  and  said,  "  You  had 
better  fix  a  day,"  and  he  replied,  "  I  am 
going  to  do  so."  That  is  how  I  knew  that 
he  intended  to  fix  a  day  upon  which  the 
d^ate  could  be  resumed. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  could  not  ccme  on  other- 
wise. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— If  an  agree- 
ment were  arrived  at  that  the  dd)ate 
■should  be  resumed  on  a  special  day,  there 
would  be  nothing  to  prevent  that  course  be- 
ing adopted.  The  Prime  Minister  does  not 
wish  to  prevent  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  frtxn  dealing  with  this  question 
upon  a  future  date.  Some  honorable  mem- 
bers apparently  desire  to  blame  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  for  the  existing  state 
of  affairs.  From  the  speech  which  I  de- 
livered the  other  evening,  and  which  was 
intended  to  make  my  position  clear  in  re- 
sard  to  the  increased  expenditure  in  the 
Postal  Department,  it  must  be  plain  that 
I  have  no  feeling  against  the  Conunissioner. 
On  the  contrary,  I  support  him.  1  say 
that  if  I  were  to  search  the  whole  of  Aus- 
tralia, I  could  not  obtain  a  man  in  whom 
I  have  greater  confidence. 

Mr.  Reid. — He  is  the  only  good  crfficer 
whom  the  Treasurer  has  ever  appointed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  ap-^ 
pointed  a  good  many.  The  Commissioner* 
may  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  other  heads  of 
Departments,  but  I  would  not  dare  to  ask 
him  to  do  a  thing  which  he  thought 
was  wrong  unless  I  could  show  him  good 
reason  for  dcnng  it.*  He  would  stand 
against  anybody  in  his  effort  to  do  that 
which  he  conceived  to  be  just.  Do  honca:- 
able  members  desire  to  go  l»ck  to  the  old 
times  experienced  in  New  South  Wales, 
when '  political  influence  was  ccmstantly 
being  brought  to  bear  upon  Ministers  ? 

Mr.  Batcheloh.  —  That  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  fought  out  in  Cabinet  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  never  wish 
again  to  sit  in  a  Cabinet  in  which  I  have 
to  deal  directly  with  public  servants.  I  am 
responsible  for  the  measure  under  which  the 


Public  Service  Commissioner  was  ap- 
pointed. I  was  allowed  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister to  nominate  that  officer.  He  was  ap- 
pointed as  a  check  between  those  who  de- 
sire to  obtain  appointments  in  our  Public 
Service  and  those  who  wish  to  obtain  in- 
creases in  their  emoluments,  and  Ministers 
who  would  otherwise  ha^-e  political  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  upcm  them. 

Mr.  Chanter. — But  a  lot  of  civil  scr*- 
vants  have  no  appeal  to  the  Cfflnmissioner. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  appeal. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.  —  The  Cwranis- 
sioner  will  not  object  to  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  sure  that 
he  will  not.  At  present,  he  has  such  a 
weight  upon  his  shoulders  that  he  will  be 
glad  to  be  relieved  of  some  of  it. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  are  lucky  to  have  such 
a  good  officer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  pin  my  faith 
to  the  Commissioner  because  of  his  strength 
of  character  and  honesty.  Let  me  take  the 
case  which  has  been  referred  to  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cook  in  regard  to  the 
matter  of  appointoients.  One  thousand  ap- 
pointmoits  of  a  permanent  native  were 
required  in  this  Department.  The  Commis- 
sioner never  said  that  the  additional  officers 
were  not  wanted,  but  I  impressed  upon  him 
and  upcm  the  Department  that  to  appoint  a 
thousand  new  permanent  oncers  in  a  bocwa 
year  might  place  us  in  a  very  awkward  posi- 
tion if  the  boom  ceased,  and  we  could  not 
get  rid  of  those  who  were  afterwards  found 
to  be  unnecessary.  I  maintain  that  that  was 
a  sound  principle  to  lay  down.  I  agreed 
to  the  appointment  of  669  out  of  1,000  as 
permanent  c^Kcers,  and  I  told  the  Commis- 
sioner and  the  heads  of  the  Department  to 
make  temporary  appcnntments  for  the 
amount  of  work  that  the  669  additional  per- 
manent hands  could  not  do.  We  have  now  ar- 
rived at  the  stage  when  we  must  either  per- 
manently appoint  those  temporary  hands 
who  have  proved  to  be  worthy  of  appoint- 
ment, or  other  permanent  olficers  up  to  the 
number  required.  I  feel  that  I  did  the 
proper,  the  constitutional,  and  the  neces- 
sary thing  in  adopting  the  course  which  I 
have  explained. 

Mr.  Carr. — Is  not  that  political  in* 
fluence? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  have  not 
made  one  permanent  appointment  without 
the  certificate  of  the  Commissioner. 

Mr.  CahK' — The  Minister  influenced  the 
Ccnnmissi(xier. 

Sir  WILLI4M,  LXtgCTf)jd^r  spoke 
to  him  about  any  appomtmeinl 


10444      Supjily  (Formal),   [REPRESENTATIVES.}         Pott  and 


Mr.  WiLKS. — ^The  Minister  merely  gave 
the  CommissicBwr  a  commissioii  to  make 
appdntments. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  gave  the 
CcMmnissioner  authority  by  finding  the 
money,  but  without  exercising  any  con- 
trol as  to  who  were  to  be  appointed.  I 
gave  the  Commissioner  power  to  make 
permanent  appointments,  and  gave  the  De- 
partment money  to  pay  the  extra  per- 
manent hands.  £9,000  was  provided  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  have  also  provided 
;^2o,ooo  out  of  the  Treasurer's  Advance 
to  meet  the  rush  of  extra  work. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^Tfaat  shows  that  a  rotten 
state  of  things  must  ^st  in  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  ad- 
mit that  the  Department  is  ffl  a  rotten  ooa- 
diti(»i.  I  think  that  it  will  be  organized 
on  a  perfectly  satisfactory  basis  if  time 
is  given  for  experience  to  show  where  cer- 
tain alteraticHis  should  be  made.  I  think 
that  it  can  be  organized  into  a  very  per- 
fect Department. 

Mr.  Reid. — But  has  the  Minister  time 
to  look  after  the  re-organization  of  his 
Department,  and  to  attend  to  the  Cabinet 
Committee  as  well? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  I  were  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  I  would  not 
allow  any  one  else  to  int^fere  in  its  or- 
ganizatuxi. 

Mr.  Reid.— The  honorable  gentleman 
would  have  no  Committee;  he  would  do 
the  work  himself. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  might  have 
some  of  n^y  colleagues  to  help  me  if  I 
found  the  work  very  heavy,  but  as  the 
Minister  at  the  head  of  a  Department  T 
would  not  agree  to  the  appointment  of  any 
outside  Committee.  I  should  regard  that 
as  nn  act  of  censure  upon  me. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  the  honwable  gentleman 
against  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  right  hon- 
orable member  is  not  going  to  catch  me 
with  a  question  of  that  kind.  I  have 
agreed  to  the  appointment  of  more  per- 
manent empl(^£s  on  the  assurances  of  the 
heads  of  the  Department  that  they  were 
necessary.  But  I  throw  the  responsibility 
upon  them  and  upon  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner,  who  assured  me  that  1,574 
new  officers  were  required.  I  have  put  a 
sum  of  money  on  the  Estimates  to  enable 
them  to  be  appointed.  What  more  could 
I  do,  as  far  as  relates  to  liberality  in  mak- 
ing appmntments  ?  I  should  like  to  refer 
to  an  observatitHi  that  has  been  made — I 


think  by  the  hcuiorable  member  for  Cook 
— that  the  Commissioner  has  appointed 
boys  of  fourteen  or  sixteen  year§  of  age 
to  take  charge  of  post-offices  at  night. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion said,  in  effect,  that  the  Minister  had 
done  so. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts.  —  The  Minister  is 
responsible. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  true  that 
the  Minister  is  responsible ;  but  if  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Cook  ever  has  the  luck 
to  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  Department 
like  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
be  will  know  how  impossible  it  is  for  the 
Minister  to  have  a  complete  knowledge  of 
all  the  details  of  the  work. '  But  I  know 
so  mochi  of  the  Commissioner,  and  so  much 
of  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  the 
Postmaster- General — so  much  of  his  tender- 
ness  of  feeling  for  his  employes— that  I 
am  certain  that  if  he  knew  that  such  a  state 
of  things  existed,  or  that  if  the  Commis- 
sictfier  knew,  both  of  them  would  be  quick 
to  say  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  done. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Whenever  such  a  case 
was  brought  under  my  notice,  it  has  been 
altered  immediately. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — I  gave  the  Muiister 
instances. 

Mr.  Cahr. — How  much  does  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  know  about  the  Post 
and  Tel^aph  Department? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— The  Public 
Service  Commissicmer  has  been  in  the  Pub- 
lic Service  longer  than  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  alive.  He  has  risen  from  one 
of  the  lowest  ranks  in  the  railway  service 
in  New  South  Wales,  to  be  Under  Secre- 
tary for  Mines  and  Under  Secretary  for" 
Works.  Holding  high  positions  as  he  has 
done,  he  has  risen  through  his  own  energy, 
and  through  the  faith  which  those  who  have 
had  relations  with  him  have  had  in  his 
ability  and  integrity. 

Mr.  Carr. — The  C<nnmissioner  has  too 
much  to  do  to  imderstand  the  details  of 
the  work  of  the  Department. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  the  honor- 
able  member  would  take  the  trouble  to  have 
a  oonversatim  with  the  Commissioner  for 
an  hour  or  two — and  I  am  sure  that  that 
officer  would  be  very  glad  to  converse  with 
the  honorable  member — he  would  be  satis- 
fied that  the  Commissioner  knew  everything 
about  the  Department.  I  am  sure  that  no 
man  in  the  Commonwealth  knows  as  much 
he  does. 

Mr.  Carr. — The  Treasurer  has  just  ad- 
mitted that  the  Fostmast»^enerali  onild 
not  know  all  the  deittifeby  V^OOglC 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— But  how  long 
has  the  Postmaster-General  been  at  the 
head  of  the  Department?  Only  a  few 
months ;  whilst  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner has  been  in  the  Public  Service 
from  childhood.  He  knows  nearly  all  the 
officers  in  New  South  Wales,  and  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  working  of  every 
Department  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Cark. — He  would  be  more  than 
human  if  he  were. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Commis- 
sioner is  a  marvellously  clever,  energetic, 
and  persevering  man.  I  very  much  regret 
that  his  name  has  been  introduced  in  the 
debate.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  fair  that 
we  should  discuss  the  Commissioner  on  a 
motion  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Webster. — I  did  not  introduce  the 
Commissioner's  name. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 
the  honorable  member  did  not.  I  have 
replied  to  a  few  interjections  because  I 
thought  that  some  of  them  were  rather 
unfair.  1  am  sure  that  honorable  member? 
.do  not  desire  to  do  the  Commissioner  an 
injustice,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  all  wh'o 
know  him  share  mj^  opinion  of  his  great 
perseverance  and  his  integrity.  I  am  glad 
of  this  opportimity  of  showing  my  con- 
fidence in  him,  especially  as  he  has  lio  op- 
portunity of  defending  himself. 

Mr.  Carh. — That  is  not  the  question. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  satisfied, 
too,  that  the  Postmaster- General  and  his 
officers  will  be  able  to  work  in  the  most 
harmonious  way  with  the  Public  Service 
C<»mnissioner.  He  is  not  a  quarrelsome 
man,  and  I  have  been  surprised  that  there 
has  been  any  friction  whatever  be- 
tween him  and  the  heads  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  I 
believe  that  a  great  deal  of  good  will 
be  draie  by  the  Postmaster-General  and 
those  assodated  with  him  in  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  the  Department.  Probably  the  de- 
tails will  have  to  be  carried  out  by  persons 
having  more  time  at  their  disposal  than 
the  members  of  the  Cabinet  Committee  will 
have ;  but  the  Government  as  a  whole  will 
not  take  up  the  position  that  the  intricacies 
of  the  Department  are  not  to  be  inquired 
into.  -  Indeed,  the  Government  have  in- 
sisted upon  such  an  inquiry,  as  the  Post- 
master-General said  a  short  time  ago.  Be- 
fore I  sit  down,  I  cannot  help  saying  that 
although  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  was 
so  glib  just  now  in  trying  to  cajole  the  hon- 
orable members  of  the  Labour  Party,  he 
has  to-night,  whatever  he  may  say  to  the 


ccHitrary,  absolutely  blocked  the  opportunity 
of  dealing  with  the  Federal  Capital  Site 
question.  Honorable  members  opposite 
have  been  clamouring  during  the  last  six 
or  seven  years  for  the  settlement  of  this 
question,  but  when  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  settling  it  to-night,  they  blocked  it, 
blocked  it,  blocked  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  was  arranged  that  the 
division  should  be  taken  at  half-past  5 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  also  under- 
stood that  the  division  was  to  be  taken  at 
half-past  5. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^The  Prime  Minister  did  not 
know  himself  that  it  was  grievance  day.  I 
did  not  know. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— When  the  right 
honorable  member  sees  an  opportunity  of 
putting  the  Government  in  a  hole,  he  is 
always  pretty  glib  and  slim  in  his  efforts 
to  do  so.  But  on  this  occasion,  his  efforts 
will  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  suppose  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  move  the  adjournment  to  get  rid 
of  the  difficulty? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE— What  will  hap- 
pen will  not  have  the  effect  that  the  right 
honorable  member  hopes  for.  It  would 
be  unfair  to  the  honorable  mfember  for 
Gwydir  not  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
deal  with  a  question  in  which  I  know  he 
has  taken  a  very  great  interest  for  months 
past.  In  defence  of  the  Treasury  chest, 
if  for  no  other  reascm,  I  personally  de- 
sire that  there  should  be  some  immediate 
inquiry,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  an  inquiry 
by  the  Postmaster- General  and  his  col- 
leagues should  lead  to  some  re-organization 
of  the  Department  which  should  prevent 
continual  demands  being  made  upon  me  to 
dole  out  money. 

Mr.  'Reid. — I  think  that  an  inquiry  by 
a  Royal  Commission  would  be  better. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— A  Royal  Com- 
mission would  probably  not  bring  up  a 
report  for  a  couple  of  years.  As  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  said,  it  would  be 
expected  that  a  Royal  Commission  should 
travel  to  the  north,  south,  east,  and  west 
ot  Australia  to  take  evidence,  and  Heaven 
only  knows  when  such  a  Commission 
would  be  able  to  bring  up  a  report. 

Mr.  Reid.— It  has  been  promised  that 
the  Cabinet  CcMnmiitee  will  do  that. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Ministers 
foiming  the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  will 
not  be  expected  to  travel  from  one  end  of 
the  COTimonweaith  to  the-other.  il  should 
not  think  that  ftgiii?0tildv^62gl^y  for 
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them  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I  may 
he  egotistical,  but  with  my  experioice  be- 
tween the  Treasury  and  the  Post  and  Tele-' 
^aph  Department,  I  fancy  that  I  could 
.put  my  gnger  on  certain  weak  places 
which,  if  attended  to,  would  relieve  the 
trouble  complained  of  in  many  directions. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral and  his  colleagues  will  be  able  to  do 
the  same,  and  will  not  need  to  go  very  far 
or  to  occupy  any  considerable  time  in 
talcing  evidence.  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  thev  can  carry  out  the  inquiry  quickly* 
and  that  is  what  I  want. 

Mj.  Batchelor. — A  good  deal  more 
than  that  is  wanted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  inquiry 
could  not  be  conducted  quickly  if  those  en- 
gaged upOT  it  had  to  travel  to  every  part 
of  Australia.  I  have  no  doubt  that  what 
tlie  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  will  do  will 
be  to  consider  the  foundation  of  the  organi- 
2ati<»i.  They  should  be  able  to  deal  with 
that  very  quickly,  and  should,  in  doing  so, 
discover  the  reasons  for  much  of  the  trouble 
that  has  arisen.  We  should  then  have  an 
impro^'ement  in  the  condition  of  affairs 
within  8  very  few  months,  and  thai  is 
what  I  dfsire.  I  certainly  do  not  desire 
that  it  should  be  necessary  for  me  to  bring 
forward  another  set  of  Additional  Esti- 
mates like  the  last.  I  wish  to  be  assured 
that  the  greatest  economy^  is  being 
practised.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  say  any  mor«,  but 
I  do  hope  that  this  will  not  be  converted 
into  a  party  question  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  has  attempted,  both  by  his  speech, 
and  by  his  attempt  to  get  under  the  wing 
of  the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [9.43].— It  is 
generally  admitted  that  there  are  very 
serious  grievances  in  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department.  In  common  with  other 
honorable  members  who  have  spoken,  I 
could  enumerate  quite  a  number  of  th«n, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that,  in  common  justice 
to  the  Postmaster-General,  we  should  make 
swne  allowance  for  the  fact  that  he  has 
rerentlv  taken  charce  of  a  service  which, 
for  some  time  past,  has  been  badly  in 
need  of  repair.  Almost  the  whole  of  the 
a;>pliances  are  practically  worn  out,  and 
means  have  not  been  prtWided  to  cope  with 
the  great  expan^on  of  business  which  has 
largely  been  due  to  the  enterprising  inno- 
vatims  of  Commcmwealth  a(uninistration. 
We  have  had  an  assurance  that  it  would 
require  an  expenditure  of  something  like 


;^3,ooo,ooo  to  put  the  Department  in  a 
thoroughly  efficient  cc»diticxi  as  regards 
plant  and  offices.  I  believe  that  to  Adopt 
the  course  su^^ested  of  appointing  a  Royal 
ComraissicKi  of  Inquiry  would  cmly  delay 
the  alleviation  of  the  grievances  of  the 
(^cials.  No  one  will  charge  me  with  any 
lack  of  sympathy  for  the  public  servants. 
I  think'  that  in  connexion  with-  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  important  Department, 
it  might  be  said  that,  whilst  the  Post- 
master-General proposes  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  disposes.  In  this  connexion 
also  we  have  a  right  to  bear  in  mind  the 
existing  unsatisfactory  system,  for  whidh 
I  think  Parliament  in  a  large  measure  has 
itself  to  blame.  I  believe  that  the  Pub- 
he  Service  Commissioner  is  an  admiraUe 
man,  and  the  best  man  available  for  the 
position  which  he  holds.  I  do  not  desire 
10  reflect  upon  him  in  any  way,  but  I  say 
that  he  is  asked  to  carry  out  a  superhuman 
task.  How  is  it  possible  for  any  one  man 
to  familiarize  himself  with  all  the  de- 
tails of  administration  connected  with  the 
largest  public  business  in  Australia  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  be  able  to  say  what  particular 
officers  should  be  appointed  or  promoted. 
I  should  not  for  a  moment  advocate  the 
introducticxi  of  pditical  influence  in  con- 
nexion with  the  managem«it  of  such  a 
Department,  but  we  should  divide  the  re- 
sponsibility for  its  management.  We  can 
best  do  that  by  investing  the  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General with  greater  powers.  They 
should  not  be  under  political  control,  or 
e\en  suggesti<xi,  but  we  should  make  them 
permanoit  heads  or  managers  of  the  De- 
partment within  their  respective  States.  If 
we  were  running  a  commercial  concern 
doing  business  throughout  Australia,  we 
should  not  dream  of  making  one  man  to 
such  an  extent  the  sole  administrator  as 
to  call  upcm  him  to  deal  with  promotions 
and  appointments  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  It  is  impossible  for  the  Public 
Service  CtMnmissioner  to  be  conversai* 
with  the  circumstances  of  every  case,  and 
to  be  able  to  say  that  a  particular  man 
should  be  promoted  to  a  certain  position. 
Of  that  an  additional  hand  is  required  in 
a  particular  post-office.  The  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General, whose  inspectors  are  more 
numerous  and  more  closely  in  touch  with 
the  ramifications  of  the  Department  in  the 
various  States,  should  be  in  a  much  better 
petition  to  decide  such  questions.  It 
would  have  been  very  much  better  to 
adopt  a  system  under  which  it  would  be 
their  duty  to  dea^^^ii^  than 


Tdegrttph  DeftartmetU :   [9  April,  1908.]  BoyeU  Commission.  10447 


to  create  an  autocrat,  as  we  have  dcHie. 

.1  use  the  term  advisedly,  but  with- 
out any  refleclioii  upon  the  Ccanmissioner. 
1  believe  that  he  does  the  best  he  can  in 
the  circumstances,  and  better  than  many 
others  who  might  have  been  appointed  to 
the  .position  would  have  done.  But  we  are 
asking  him  to  do  a  great  deal  too  much. 
We  are  blaming  the  Postmaster-General 
for  stagnatim  in  his  Department,  though 
his  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  might  be  checkmated 
by  the  Public  Service  Cnnmissioner,  who, 
in  his  turn,  would  no  doubt  do  what  he 
believed  to  be  best  in  the  drcumstances. 
The  improvement  in  the  service,  which 
we  are  all  anxious  to  see,,  might  have  been 
eflFected  had  the  Deputy  Postmasters-Gene- 
ral been  made  managers  of  the  Department 
in  their  jespective  States  rather  than  mere 
clerks,  who  must  do  practically  what  the 
Public  Service  Cwnmissiooer  tells  them 
to  do.  I  have  great  hopes  of  the  inquiry 
now  being  made  by  the  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee, before  which  every  employ^ 
may  give  evidence,  and  be  protected. 
I  have  every  confidence  in  the  Postmaster- 
Gniffl-al  as  a  sympathetic  administrator. 
Altruism  in  an  administrator  is  a  better 
qualification  than  an  adhnence  to  hard-and- 
fast  business  principles.  The  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet 
as  the  result  of  their  inquiry  must  come 
before  the  House  for  discussion,  and  we 
can  apply  hard  calculating  business 
acTimen  to  the  consideration  of  their  re- 
commendations, if  it  should  be  considered 
necessary  to  impose  a  check  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  proposals  due  to  the  too  kindly 
nature  of  the  Postmaster-General.  I  pre- 
fer the  inquiry  Altered  upon  by  the  Cabinet 
Committee  to  an  inquiry  by  a  Royal  Com- 
missicHi  at  present. 

Mr.  ilALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.50].— 
The  woes  of  the  Public  Service,  especially 
in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
are  well-  known.  I  think  I  have  heard 
of  them  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Sweat- 
ing, long  tuMirs,  and  overtinie  have  fre- 
<iuently  obtained.  But  I  know,  and  have 
confidence  in,  the  preset  Postmaster- 
Oeneral,  because  I  have  worked  with  him. 
He  was  the  principal  means  yf  having  the 
inquiry  which  obtained  the  first  .  Royal 
Commission  on  factory  legislation  in  Vic- 
toria. ■  That  was  the  origin  of  the  present 
factory  law  in  this  State.  I  know  no 
man  who  is  his  superior  for  his  present 
position,  in  so  far  as  he  is  afforded  an 
<^p(Xtnnity  for  putting   down  sweating. 


The  leaded  of  the  Opposition  says  that  the 
proposed  Roval  Coomiission  should  go  into 
every  part  of  the  Commonwealth.  To 
that  suggestion  the  words  i>f  the  comic 
song  cE.li  mo5t  fittingly  be  applied — it 
would  be  "  Years  and  years,  and  years 
and  years,  and  years  *'  before  the  Cwn- 
missiori  reported.  I  have  not  yet  known  of 
a  Commission  that  has  not  wasted  time  and 
delayed  action,  and  their  results  have  not 
been  worth  half  what  they  have  cost.  The 
right  honoraUe  mcmbCT  spoke  of  the 
Commission  cm  the  Public  Service  in  New 
South  Wales.  I  should  have  thought  his 
bitter  memories  of  that  affair  would  cause 
him  to  leave  it  alone.  What  good  did 
it  do?  It  simply  delayed  the  settlement 
of  the  question.  If  we  are  honest,  we 
have  this  matter  in  our  own  hands.  If 
the  hours  are  too  long,  let  us  pass  an  Act 
thrft  no  employ^  in  the  Departmmt  shall 
work  beycHid  eight  hours,  and  wherever 
an  employ^  has  to  work  longer,  let  him 
send  in  his  account  and  be  paid.  Let  us 
provide  the  money,  and  not  compel  the 
Treasurer  to  refuse  to  make  fresh  appoint- 
ments. What  Treasurer  has  done  as 
much  as  Vhe  present  Treasurer  has?  The 
Post  Office  authorities  said  that  thev 
wanted  1,000  extra  emplov&  to  put  an  enil 
to  the  present  sys^,  bift  on'.y  two-thirds 
of  that  number  could  be  provided  because 
the  Treasurer  coutd  net  supply  the  monev 
required.  With  regard  to  Commissions, 
I  may  fairly  quote  the  words  of  \he  cyni- 
cal German  philosopher,  that  "If  the 
Almighty  had  placed  the  making  ■  of 
the  earth  in  the  hands  of  a  Com- 
mission, it  would  not  have  been  made 
yet. ' '  I  speak  with  a  knowledge  of  many 
Commissions.  I  have  been  on  them,  and 
know  how  delay  takes  place.  If  *he 
present  Postmaster-General  were  appointed 
as  a  Cammission  :o  deal  with  this  great 
question,  I  should  have  every  confidence 
in  the  resuft.  I  know  no  man  who  has 
done  more  than  he  has  in  the  fight  against 
sweating.  With  Mr.  Stephen  Barker  as 
organizer,  he  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  Edgar, 
Mrs.  Muir,  and  others  did  splendid  work 
as  a  CcMnmittee  against  sweating.  I  am 
sure  "the  Prime  Minister,  if  he  were  pre- 
sent, would  indorse  that  statement.  The 
first  complaint  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Department  is  the  long  hours.  This 
Parlirmeni  can  stop  that,  or  say  that  every 
man  who  works  overtime  F;ha)l  be  paid  for 
it.  Another  complaint , is.  thak  it  is  hard 
for   the  emp]o»^ze(tOy  Ud^jfB^IC  There 
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must  be  great  difficulty  in  such  a  large  De- 
partment in  satisfying  every  cflie  who  wishes 
to  be  advanced.  I  am  a  great  believer 
in  examinations,  and  should  like  to  see 
some  form  of  examination  adopted,  by 
which  those  in  the  fifth  class  could  prove 
their  fitness  for  promotion  to  the  fourth 
class,  and  so  on  through  the  service.  If 
there  were  ten  carpenters  working  together, 
one  week  would  be  quite  sufficient  to  show 
who  was  the  best  workman  amongst  them. 
I  thought  it  only  fair  to  my  friend  the 
Postmaster- General  to  give  him  my  meed 
of  thanks  for  the  work  lie  has  done.  To 
show  that  I  have  full  confidence  in  him, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  proposed  Royal 
Commission  unless  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  it  can  get  'through  its  work  in  a  short 
lime.  The  honorable  ^r.ember  for  Cook 
suggested  the  appointment  of  a  Commis- 
sion to  control  the  PoA  Office  indepen- 
dently of  tliis  House,  but  the  splendidly 
officered  body  of  which  he  is  the  secretary, 
and  therefore  the  directing  offic»,  would 
not  seek  for  any  cme  outside  thdr  ranks, 
over  whom  they  had  no  control,  to  fill  his 
place  if  he  resigned.  Parliament  should 
keep  full  control  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  J.  H  Catts. — I  urged  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  bodv  of  Cranmissioners, 
like  the  Railways  Commissioners,  but  with 
a  Wages  Board  and  an  appeal  to  an  Arbi- 
tration Court  for  the  redress  of  grievances. 

Mr.  MALONEV.— I  will  pive  a  slight 
example  of  what  has  happened  under  the 
Victorian  system  of  the  control  of  the  rail- 
ways by  Commissioners.  Under  that 
system,  one  man's  salary  was  raised  from 
J^i6  to  j£70  a  week.  The  .honorable 
member  for  Flinders  was  Premier  at  the 
time,  and  h'.s  Minister  of  Railways  was 
Mr.  Bent.  I  challenged  bdth  of  them  to 
deny  my  statement,  and  they  dared  not 
do  it.  The  railways  in  Victoria  were 
never  better  managed  than  they  were  when 
Mr.  Berft  was  previouslv  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways, and  directly  under  the  control  ot 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
lier's  argument  i&  a  condemnation  of  the 
present  svstem  of  control  of  the  service 
i>v  a  Public  Ser\'ice  Commissioner. 

Mr.  MALONEV.  —I  .?m  not  .*speakinK 
against  the  three  Railways  Commissioners 
personally.  They  are  fine  men,  for 
whom  I  have  the  highest  regard  and 
respect.  1  am  Rpe::kiiiR  of  the  system. 
There  ;s  much  nwre  sweating  in  the  Vic- 
torian Railway  Department  to-day  under 


the  C«mnissioners  \han  there  ever  was 
under  any  Minister  of  Railways  who  was 
answerable  directly  to  Parliament.  I  am 
always  pleased  to  see  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  present.  No  matter  how  ho 
may  *try  to  cajole  us,  he  always  raises  a 
laugh,  and  T  should  like  to  see  him  oftener 
in  his  place, 

Mr.  WiLKS. — He  -  got  the  honorable 
member's  party  into  trouble  to-night. 

Mr.  MALONEV.— H^  can  never  get 
our  party  into  trouble.  We  are  ready  to 
oppose  him  at  every  opportunity,  and  will 
beat  him  next  time  if  he  is  not  careful. 
We  shall  have  ihe  honorable  member  for 
Dallev  with  us  before  very  long.  A"!  any 
rate,  I  guarantee  that  he  will  vote  more 
often  with  us  than  against,  us. 

Mr.  Wix,KS. — I  vote  as  a  free  agent. 

Mr.  MALONEV.— Marty  of  us  think 
we  are  free  agents  when  we  are  tjot.  I 
am  afraid  the  honorable  member  is  one  of 
that  kind.  I  am  totally,  opposed  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission.  I 
am  content  to  await  (he  report  of  the  Ccan- 
.ni:ttee  already  appointed  bv  the  Govern- 
ment, and  must  compliment  them  upcMi  the 
man  whom  they  have  in  flie  position  of 
Postmaster-General. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.  (Calare)  [lo.o]. 
— I  do  not  indorse  the  opinion  of  the  hcm- 
orable  member  for  Melbpume  that  Ccwnmis- 
sions  are  useless.  The  experience  of  this 
Parliament  is  that  they  do  useful  work. 
I  can  scarcely  imagine  a  more  cmerous  and 
intricate  task  than  that  intrusted  to  the 
Tariff  Commission;  but  it  was  disposed 
of  expeditiously.  The  proposed  depart- 
mental inquiry  would  not  be  nearly  so 
heavy,  and  the  public  investigation  of  com- 
petent and  independent  Commissioners 
would  give  general  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. That  an  investigation  is  necessary 
is  no  longer  open  to  questicm.  The  Post- 
master-General now  admits  that  the  De- 
partment is  not  in  as  satisfactory  a  state 
as  can  be  wished,  and  the  Government  has 
recognised  the  need  for  reform  bv  appoint- 
ing a  Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry.  That 
Committee  may  do  useful  work.  Its  mem- 
bers may  discover  the  cause  of  much  of 
the  friction  and  dissatisfaction  which 
exists,  and  may  sutmiit  proposals,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  would  do  much  to  remedv 
the  trouble;  but  they  cannot  deal  with  the 
subject  as  a  Cwnmission  such  as  that  ad- 
vocated bv  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwvdir  could  do.  The  departmental  offi- 
cials will  not  have  the  cpnfidenceiin  the 
Cabinet  Committeei^hatthey'^t^igBUve  in 
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an  independent  Commission,  because  they 
will  naturally  argue  that  this  and  previous 
Administrations  are  responsible  for  the 
existing  state  of  affairs,  and,  therefore, 
not  too  ready  to  bring  about  reforms.  Even 
if  the  Cabinet  investigation  is  made,  the 
Government  will  ultimately  be  forced  to 
appoint  a  Commission. 

Mr,  Deakin. — The  Cabinet  Committee 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  practical  work  in 
a  short  time,  and,  at  least,  clear  the  way, 
if  it  does  not  satisfy  everv  demand. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— It  may  clear 
the  way  for  a  wider  and  more  thorough  in- 
vestigation; but  this  is  practically  all  that 
can  be  expected  from  it.  By  appointing  it, 
the  Government  is  only  staving  off  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Commissicm.  It  vnul6  be 
better,  in  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
the  service,  to  at  once  comply  with  the 
demand  for  a  more  thorough  investigation 
at  the  hands  of  an  independent  body.  The 
cause  for  the  present  dissatisfaction  must 
be  removed.  If  it  is  not  removed,  the  de- 
mand for  the  appointment  of  an  indepen- 
dent Cwnmission  to  control  postal  adminis- 
tration will  become  so  strong  as  to  be  irre- 
sistible. I  do  not  desire  the  appointment 
of  an  independent  Commission,  because  I 
think  that  it  would  prove  inelastic  and  con- 
servative. I  would  rather  see  the  pre- 
sent administration  made  efficient.  I 
disagree  with  those  who  say  that 
the  existing  dissatisfaction  is  due 
chiefly  to  the  fact  that  officers  cannot  get 
the  promotion  to  which  they  think  them-' 
selves  entitled,  and  thus  nourish  grie\'ances 
against  their  superiors  or  the  Public  Service 
Comnussioner.  The  causes  of  the  friction 
are  deeper  than  that.  I  believe  that  the 
source  of  the  trouble  is  that  a  wrong  policv 
has  been  pursued  since  the  beginning  of 
Federation  in  centralizing  a  wide  stretching 
organization  in  Melbourne.  .To  the  six 
heads  of  Departments  who  previously 
existed  in  the  States  there  has  been  added 
a  seventh,  and  the  desire  has  been  to  con- 
centrate the  vast  and  intricate  work  of  local 
administration  in  the  Central  Office.  On 
*  this  policv,  the  Public  Ser\'ice  Commis- 
sioner has  joined  issue  with  the  Post 
Office  Administration.  In  his  report*  he 
points  out  that  the  tendency  all  over  the 
civilized  world,  particularly  where  there  is 
ndvnnced  democratic  legislation,  is  to  de- 
centralize ;  but  that  we  are  moving  in  the 
opposite  direction.  At  present,  if  a  tele- 
graph messenger  asks  for  a  holiday,  or  a 
promotion,  or  a  transfer  on  the  ground  of 
ill-health,  the  application  has  to  be  investi- 
gated locally,  and  finally  submitted  to  the 


Central  Office  for  a  decision.  The  heads 
of  the  States  Department  have  been  prac- 
tically shorn  of  administrative  power. 
Force  of  drcurastances  has  compelled  the 
Postmaster-Genera]  to  confer  on  them  cer- 
tain powers ;  but  it  has  been  done  unwil- 
lingly, and  with  ill-grace.  Not  very  long 
ago,  it  was  necessary  to  expend  or  a 

few  shillings,  in  carrving  out  some  urgent 
work  in  a  little  country  office.  But,  before 
anything  could  be  done,  the  matter  had  to 
pass  through  miles  of  red-tape,  until  it 
reached  the  head  office. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  central  Department 
had  to  fight  hard  before  it  could  get  a 
change  made  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  glad  to 
know  that  some  change  has  been  made; 
but  it  does  not  nearly  meet  the  position. 
At  the  present  time,  there  is  far  too  much 
centralizing,  in  the  head  office  in  Mel- 
bourne, of  the  purely  administrative  work  of 
the  State  Departments,  and  consequently  the 
whole  work  of  those  Departments  is  con- 
gested. That  is  one  of  the  reasons  whv 
additional  men  have  been  required,  ancl 
why  the  c^ces  have  been  unable  to  com- 
pete with  the  demand  for  iiicreased  work. 
Sweating  conditions  had  to  be  introduced 
in  the  absence  of  the  additional  assistance 
which  was  required. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  question  of  the 
amoimt  of  money  which  can  be  spent,  and 
the  question  of  appointing  employes  are 
two  distinct  things ;  they  have  nothing 
wKatever  to  do  with  each  other. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— M^  conten- 
tion is  that  on  account  of  the  wrong  policy 
which  the  Central  Office  has  pursued  ever 
since  it  was  created,  the  work  has  been 
duplicated,  and  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
duplication  is  largely  responsible  for  the  in- 
troductbn  of  sweating,  and  for  the 
chaotic  condition  which  is  now  making  it- 
self manifest..  Until  a  greater  amount  of 
decentralized  administration  is  permitted, 
that  must  continue.  That  is  a  matter  of 
policy,  but  apparently  the  Minister,  us 
well  as  the  Government  is  satisfied  with 
the  present  system.  How  are  we  to  expect 
from  the  investigating  Committee  a  report 
that  will  cOTidemn  the  policy  of  the  De- 
partment and  the  Government? 
.  Mr.  Storrer. — ^They  may  recommend  a 
new  policy. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— They  may 
recommend  another  policy.  Why  do  the 
Government  not  recognise  the  difficulty  and 
adopt  a  policy  without  the  assistance  of 
a  Committee  ot,p^^'Gdt^leot  wish 
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to  elaborate  the  matter  which  I  brought  up 
here  the  other  night.  But  an  indicati<Mi 
of  the  trouble  that  exists  is  to  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
missioner. He  is  placed  in  a  very  re- 
sponsible position  in  coimexion  witH  the 
OMitrol  of  the  public  Departments.  I 
agree  with  every  word  that  the  Treasurer 
has  said  with  respect  to  His  capacity  to  fill 
that  position,  and  his  honesty  of  purpose 
in  administering  the  law  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  Yet  this  chaotic  Department 
which  is  meeting  with  universal  condemna- 
tion, sets  itself  up  to  override  his  recom- 
mendations. There  are  no  less  than  three 
important  items  in  his  report  in  which  it 
is  clearly  shown  that  the  administrative 
head  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment is  in  conflict  with  the  Commissioner 
on  matters  of  administraticm.  First  of 
all,  there  is  the  question  of  retaining  men 
who  have  passed  the  allotted  age*  and  who, 
according  to  the  Public  Serrice  Act,  should 
be  retir^,  provided  that  other  men  in  the 
service  can  be  found  to  fill  their  positions 
equally  well  The  Commissioner  is  in 
conflict  with  the  PMtmaster- General  on 
that  particular  matter.  We  are  informed 
that  there  is  a  number  of  cases  where  men 
have  been  retained  after  the  age  limit  has 
heen  reached.  We  want  a  CommissicHi 
to  find  out  why  some  officers  have  been  re- 
tained, and  why  others  have  been  dismissed 
in  terms  of  the  law.  What  is  the  reason 
for  making  a  distinction  between  a  man 
serving  here  and  a  man  serving  elsewhere? 
In  this  report,  it  is  also  distinctly  shown 
that  the  Postmaster-General  interfered  in  the 
matter  of  the  classification  of  an  officer.  In 
face  of  an  adverse  report  from  the  Com- 
missicHier,  and  in  face  of  the  fact  that  that 
officer,  though  appealed  to  again  and  again, 
refused  to  make  a  recommendation,  an 
officer  was  promoted  to  get  an  increase  of 
salary  outside  of  his  classification  by  a 
transfer  from  the  clerical  to  the  administra- 
tive division.  That  is  another  point  ot 
which  the  Commissioner  and  the  Post- 
master-General are  in  conflict.  In  his  re- 
port, the  Commissioner  urges  upon  the  head 
of  the  Department  the  need  of  decentra- 
lizing the  service,  and  the  gain  and  ad- 
vantage which  would  accrue  therefrom.  The 
!N>stmaster-Gei»ral  admits  that  a  certain 
amount  of  decentralization  has  taken  place, 
but  it  is  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
amount  which  the  Commissioner  desires 
should  take  place,  and  which  he  indicates 
is  in  the  interests  of  the  eflScient  working  of 
the  service.  Here  is  a  paragraph  in  which 
Mr.  Thi^mas  BrcwH. 


he  expressed  his  views  as  to  the  present 
position  of  the  Department  in  that  re- 
spect— 

I  cannot  fail  to  see  there  is  a  tendency  upon 
the  part  of  the  Central  Office  to  retain  all  the 
administrative  functions  they  safely  can  without 
eausiag  public  complaint,  the  reason  advanced 
for  taking  up  this  attitude  being  that  it  is  neces- 
sary  to  insure  uniformity  of  action  throughout 
the  Commonwealth, .and  that  it  is  wise  to  trans- 
fer as  little  control  as  possible  to  the  adminis- 
trative officers  in  the  States. 

That  is  a  deliberate  statement  of  the  Com- 
missioner  with  respect  to  his  efforts  to  secure 
greater  decentralizatioi  on  the  part  of  the 
Central  Office  of  this  Department,  and  the 
feeling  that  he  finds  emanating  frc»n  that 
ofllice  towards  the  policy  which  he  has  laid 
down  as  a  wise  one  in  dealing  with  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Page. — What  is  the  good  of  "  flog- 
ging a  dead  horse  "  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  horse 
was  very  much  alive  a  little  while  ago.  I 
do  not  desire  to  go  into  the  details  of  griev- 
ances, particularly  those  of  a  personal 
character ;  but  I  must  say  that  the  present 
central  method  of  management  has  dupli- 
cated and  immensely  iiKreased  the  work» 
while  not  providing  any  addititmal  means 
of  carrying  it  out,  or  addititmal  pay  fcnr  the 
oflSoers.  For  instance,  the  other  day  I  wa& 
informed  that,  in  consequence  of  some 
frauds  involving  a  sum  of  about  jQz"^*  the 
Central  Administration  had  devised  a  new 
scheme  for  preventing  similar  frauds  in  the 
•future.  These  frauds  were  of  an  excep- 
tional character ;  but  new  regulations 
were  issued,  and  they  involve  much  dupli- 
cation of  work,  clerical  and  otherwise. 
Where  before  one  or  two  messages  were 
necessary  in  the  telegraphic  branch,  four  or 
five  have  now  to  be  tr^smitted  ;  and  I  think 
that  an  investigation  by  a  Royal  Commission 
would  show  that  the  new  regulations  not 
only  increase  the  work  but  also  increase 
the  expenditure  by  many  thousands  a  year. 
In  the  telephone  branch,  the  work  of  check- 
ing, and  otherwise  dealing  with  telephone 
calls,  has  been  so  much  increased  that  the 
service  requires  strengthening  to  an  extent 
never  before  contemplated.  I  told  hono* 
able  members  the  other  night  how  I  ha<f 
been  informed  that,  in  a  little  telephone 
exchange  in  the  country,  this  additional 
checking  involved  twelve  hours  extra  labour 
at  the  end  of  each  week ;  and,  while  in- 
creased facilities  are  justified,  the  adminis- 
trative regulations  to  which  these  facilities 
give  rise  mean  much  extra  work  atul  ad- 
ditional cost.    My  opinion  is  that  the  whole 
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by  the  appointment  of  a  c<Hnpetent 
Royal  Commission,  which  should  in- 
clude at  least  one  of  the  public  servants 
who  are  interested  in  having  refonns 
brought  about,  and  whose  knowledge  would 
greatly  assist  in  eliciting  the  necessary  evi- 
dence.' A  Cabinet  Committee  can  do  no 
more  than  touch  the  fringe  of  the  work,  and 
thereby  only  result  in  delaying  the  neces- 
sary remedies.  If  I  am  not  very  much  mis- 
taken as  to  the  causes  of  the  preserit 
dissatisfaction,  the  Government  will  ulti- 
mately have  to  adopt  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir,  which  has 
been  made  in  no  hostile  spirit,  but  with  a 
new  to  improving  the  m^anization  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department.  I  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Cook  as  to 
the  vital  imp(»1ance  of  the  administrative 
work  being  placed  on  such  a  basis  that  it 
can  be  carried  on  with  as  little  friction  as 
possible,  and  the  maximum  amount  of 
satisfaction  to  the  public  and  to  the  public 
servants. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Hall)  put — 

That  tbe  debate  be  now  adjooroed. 


Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 


Paibs. 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
Edwards,  R. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 


The  House  divided. 
Ayes 
Koes 


38 
3» 


Majority 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing   T.  T. 
Fisher.  A. 
Foster,  F.J. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mlihon,  H. 
Malooey,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaira.  G. 
Krazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Ayes. 

Manger,  S. 
McDonald,  C. 
O'Malley,  King 

Page.  J-  „ 
SaJmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkint,  D. 
Watfoa.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Storrer,  D. 


Notb. 


Liddcll,  F. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Rei.l,  G.  H. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sificlair.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wynne,  A. 

Johason,  W.  E. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External   Affairs)   [10.34]. — I    desire  to 

move — 

That  the  House  at  its  rising  adjourn  unti> 
Wednesday  next,  at  the  usual  boar. 

Mr.  S,PEAKER.— I  would  point  out 
In  the  Prime  Minister  that  there  is  a  mo- 
ti<m  before  the  Chair,  and  that  until  it 
ha.^  been  disposed  of,  I  canned  accept  the 
motion  he  has  just  sulnnitted.  The  ques- 
tion is  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  motion." 

Mr.  HALL  (Werriwa)  [10.35].— I  do 
not  wish  at  this  late  hour  tc^  unduly  detain 
honorable  members,  but  having  moved  the 
adjouriunent  of  the  debate,  I  think  it  righf 
to  say  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  fur- 
ther in  that  directim.  I  propose  now  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  moved  by  tbe  hon- 
orable member  for  Gwvdir,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  ^oyal  Ccxnmission. 
I  shall  do  so,  realizing  the  possibility  of 
serious  results  following  the  carrying  of 
that  amendment.  I  should  vote  for  it  with 
much  less  regret  if  the  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  and  the  Tariff  had  been  disposed  of, 
but  as  I  am  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Ro\'ai  Commission  to  in- 
quire into  the  serious  grievances  extsting 
in  the  Postmaster-GeneraJ's  Department  at 
the  present  time,  I  int«id  to  vote  for  its 
appointment  whatever  the  result  may  be. 
1  have  no  doubt  that  whether  the  pres«it 
Ministry  remain  in  office,  or  some  other 
party  take  possession  of  the  Treasury 
Benches,  the  wishes  of  the  House  will  be 
refif)ected,  and  that  if  a  majority  desire  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission,  that 
Cc«nraission  will  be  appointed. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [10.37]. — Perhaps,  after 
all,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  serve  my  pur- 
pose better  by  expressing  the  hope  that  we 
shall  at  <XKe  proceed  to  a  division  on  this 
question,  and  intimating  that  if  the  Gm'em- 
ment  are  defeatetl  upon  it  thev  will  regard 
it  as  an  indication  of  the  desire  of  the 
House  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor- 
General  shall  find  new  advisers. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Bhown. — Is  this  a  rally- 
ing cry? 

Mr.  Page.  —  The  Prime  Minister  is 
showing  us  that  fee.^,h^  s@^^^^ 
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Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [10.38]. 
— I  am  one  of  those  who,  although  the 
hour  is  late,  desire  to  speak  to  the  ques- 
tion. Much  as  I  appreciate  the  implied 
attitude  of  the  leader  of  the  Government, 
I  do  not  think  that  it  should  debar  us 
from  expressing  our  views  on  the  point  at 
issue.  I  should  have  preferred  the  debate 
to  be  adjourned  so  that  honorable  mem- 
bers might  give  expression  to  their  opiniMis 
upon  the  question  without  being  called 
upon  to  remain  here  until  an  inconvenient 
hour.  I  think  that  it  would  have  been 
wise  to  allow  a  little  time  to  elapse  so 
that  the  situaticm  might  be  considered. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  leader  of  ^  the  Oppo- 
sition said  that  he  had  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Quite  so;  and  with 
his  usual  consistency,  he  voted  the  other 
wav. 

.\Ir.  Reid.— 4)o  not  say  that.  I  said 
that  I  had  no  objecfion.  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  if  a  d^nite  date  were 
fixed  for  its  resumption,  but  no  one  sug- 
gested a  definite  date. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  a  Hate  had  been  fixed. 

Mr.  Reid.— Oh.  no. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Whilst  he  was  ad- 
dressing the  House,  I  understood  the  right 
honorable  member  to  intimate  th.it  he  was 
willing  to  agree  to  the  debate  being  ad- 
journed to  a  con^'enient  day  if  a  day  were 
fixed. 

Mr.  Reid. — T  mentioned  the  very  day. 
I  said  that  if  it  were  agreed  that  the  de- 
bate should  be  resumed  upon  the  first 
sitting  day  after  the  holidays,  I  was  quite 
in  favour' of  its  adjournment;  but,  up  to 
this  mtmient,  no  such  suggestion  has  been 
made  to  me. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  head  of  the  Government 
had  stated  that  a  specific  date  would  be 
fixed  for  the  resumption  of  the  debate.  In 
mv  opinion,  there  is  need  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past  a  great  deal  of 
friction  has  been  created  in  that  De- 
partment, part  of  which  I  fear  is  due, 
not  to  the  c^ficers  at  its  head,  but  to  this 
Parliament.  In  the  first  place,  we  know 
that  friction  has  arisen  between  the  Public 
Service  Commissioner  and  one  of  the  Min- 
isters. I  wish  to  say  here  that  there  is  no 
officer  in  the  Public  Service  for  whom  I 
entertain  a  greater  respect  and  admiration 
than  I  do  for  Mr.  McLachlan.  I  think 
that  he  is  a  man  of  firmness  of  purpose, 
whose  temperament  peculiarly  fits  him  for 


the  office  which  he  fills.  He  is  also  a  man 
who  has  a  wide  grasp  of  the  working  of 
the  various  Departments,  and  who  pos- 
sesses considerable  ability  in  other  direc- 
tions. But,  in  my  view,  Parltament  has  a 
rJght  to  criticise  his  policy,  and  I  contend 
that  the  policy  which  he  has  carried  out,  of 
placing  junio-  officers,  in  every  instance,  in 
important  positions  in  expanding  Depart- 
ments, is  not  a  good  <»ie.  Departments 
which  are  rapidly  expanding  call  for  fhe 
services  of  at  least  a  reasonable  proportion 
of  men  of  «tperience.  The  Public  Service 
Act  gives  to  the  Commissioner  power  to 
grant  to  officers  certificates  of  exemptim 
from  the  ordinary  routine  prescribed,  if 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  should  war- 
rant it.  In  my  view,  the  Public  Service 
Commissioner  has  adopted  a  wrwig  policy 
in  respect  of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment. That  Department  has  had  to 
bear  the  result  of  an  unwise  policy  upon  his 
part.  In  addition,  we  know  that  the  Trea- 
surer of  any  Government  is  always  anxious 
to  cut  down  the  Estimates  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  was  such  a  short  time  in  the  office 
of  Treasurer  that  I  had  iK>t  an  opportunity 
to  exercise  any  malign  influence  in  that 
direction. . 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  tried  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  did  in  some  respects. 
It  is  only  natural  that  every  Treasurer 
should  attempt  to  cut  down  the  Estimates 
of  the  various  Departments — especially  the 
Estimates  of  a  large  and  growing  concern 
like  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department. 
All  this  shows  that  there  is  a  necessity  to 
reconsider  the  whole  position  so  far  as  this 
Department  is  ccmcerned.  After  having 
given  the  matter  a  great  deal  of  considera- 
tion, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Department 
has  grown  to  such  proporti<ms  that  nothing 
short  of  placing  it  under  an  independent 
CommissicMi  will  meet  the  possibilities  so  far 
as  its  expansion  and  management  are  con- 
cerned. I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it 
must  be  withdrawn  from  the  direct  ccMitrol 
of  Parliament,  and  that  its  finances  must  be 
placed  on  a  much  more  independent  footing 
before  we  can  expect  to  achieve  any  satisfac- 
tory results.  That  being  so,  I  say  that 
there  is  a  need  for  inquiry  into  its  work- 
ing. In  regard  to  the  action  taken  by 
the  Government,  I  wish  to  say  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  in  the  contention  that  it  is 
a  mistake  for  Ministers  to  think  that  thev 
are  necessarily  the  best  judges  of  the  new 
duties  which  should  be  cast  unon  the 
shoulders  of  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sioner.   In  my  p<g(>i,"^<^^<56X3^  come 
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into  ctmflict  with  the  Coimnissi<»ier  in  many 
instances,  and,  oonsequaitly,  their  judg- 
ment as  to  the  best  means  of  overcoming 
the  difficulty  which  has  gradually  sprung 
up  is,  to  sOTie  extent,  warped.  That  being 
so,  I  should  prefer  to  see  an  inquiry  con- 
ducted by  an  independent  Ccnmmssion, 
rather  than  by  a  Cabinet  Committee.  But 
the  amusing  feature  of  the  situation  to- 
night is  that  honorable  members  upon  your 
left,  sir,  have  shown  a  unanimity  and 
yearning  for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
Conmiissioa  that  is  nothing  short  of  mar- 
vellous. Those  honorable  members  who  to- 
night clamour  for  the  immediate  appmnt- 
ment  of  a  Royal  Commission,  without  even 
affording  time  to  allow  two  or  three  little 
urgent  matters  to  be  fixed  up— for  example, 
even  the  Federal  Capital  Site  question— 
who  urge  that  justice  shall  at  last  be  done 

to  our  oublic  servants  

Mr.  Henry  Wilus. — Is  it  not  time  that 
something  was  done? 

Mr,  WATSON.— I  dare  say.  But  the 
gentlemen  who  are  so  unanimously  clamour- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission  would  have  expended  just  as  much 
vocal  energy  in  denouncing  the  Govern- 
ment for  wiedding  their  responsibility  had 
they  appointed  such  a  Commission. 

Mr.  .TosEPH  Cook. — ^How  can  the  hon- 
orable member  say  that,  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  a  member  of  the  Opposition  has 
had  a  motion  relating  to  this  verv  matter 
standing  upon  the  business-paper  for  some 
time? 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  do  not  include  that 
honorable  member  in  mv  reraarlcs.  The 
unanimity  of  honorable  members  opposite 
is  simply  marvellous,  whilst  to  an  extent 
it  is  amusing. 

Mr.  Reid. — There  has  been  a  wonder- 
ful unanimitv  upcHi  the  honorable  member's 
side  for  some  time. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  know  that  it 
has  alwavs  been  manifest  It  was  rather 
entertaining  to  find  that  there  had  suddenly 
been  developed  amongst  both  sertions  of 
the  Ooposition  a  desire  to  have  this  matter 
settled  out  of  hand.  From  appearances, 
it  looks  as  though  they  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity— during  a  short  period,  anyhow — of 
doing  swnething  in  that  direction.  I 
trust  that  we  shall  find  a  proper  recogni- 
tion of  the  pathetic  picture  put  before  us 
by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  to-night. 
If  he  has  an  opportunity  to  do  anything  in 
this  connexion,  I  hope  that  we  shall  not 
have  to  wait  too  long  for  his  plan  of  al- 
leviating the  condition  of  those  public  ser- 
vants who  are  suffering  from  injustice.  I 
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quite  agree  that  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  sweating  in  the  Central  Offices  erf 
the  Department  in  the  various  big  cities. 

Mr.    Crantbk. — ^And  in  the  country 
offices  as  well. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Yes;  but  the  over- 
work has  been  more  pronounced  in  the  big 
offices  than  in  the  country  offices.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  sweating  that 
has  not  been  creditable  to  the  Department, 
no  matter  fnxn  what  stand-point  it  is 
regarded.  I  trust  that  my  honorable 
friends  will  show  a  little  mpre  anxiety  later 
on  than  has  been  exhibited  to-night,  both 
in  regard  to  the  object  aimed  at,  and  the 
reforms  that  it  is  desired  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10.^1]. — I  think  that  what  we  are  doing 
to-night  ought  to  be  made  quite  clear. 
The  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  sub- 
mitted a  proposal  towards  which  honorable 
members  of  all  parties  had  expressed  their 
entire  sympathy  many  weeks  ago.  It  was 
put  to  us  to-night  that  surdy  we  would  not 
vote  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  some  hcm- 
orable  members  from  speaking  on  the  ques- 
ti<Hi  at  issue.  It  was  with  the  object  of  giv- 
ing some  honorable  members  who  desired  to 
speak  an  oppcMtunity  to  do  so,  that  I 
voted  against  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate. I  did  so  with  the  knowledge  that 
if  those  with  whom  I  voted  succeeded, 
we  ^ould  give  a  further  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  this  question.  That  is  the 
position. 

Mr.  FisHEtf. — ^The  hoiorabte  member  is 
quite  wrong. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  quite  right. 
The  honorable  member  ftx  Wide  Bay 
must  know  tiiat  if  the  adjournment  had 
been  assented  to,  the  question  in  dispute 
oould  not  have  been  dealt  with  again  this 
sessicHi, 

Mr.  Fisher.— Yes,  it  a)uld. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  must  not  attempt  to  put  other  hon- 
orable members  in  a  false  position.  There 
is  this  one  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
question  and '  bringing  it  to  a  final  issue. 
We  have,  in  my  opinion,  taken  the  proper 
course  in  attempting  to  bring  it  to  an 
sue.  As  to  what  the  Gov^iment  choose 
to  do — that  is  their  loc^-out.  I  am  not 
going  to  say  whether  the  Government  have 
done  right  or  wrong.  That  is  for  them 
to  determine.  I,  for  my  part,  think  that 
they  made  a  serious  blunder  in  appointing 
a  Committee  from  their  own  ranks  to  take 
evidence  that  will  certainly  never  be  ten- 
dered.    I  havejigf£H»  i#  Vcii6)id^0e  time, 
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been  in  favour  of  appointing  a  Royal  Com- 
mission. In  my  viev,  the  least  the  Go- 
vernment could  have  dene,  when  they  knew 
that  there  was  a  notice  on  the  business- 
paper  standing  in  the  name  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir,  was  to  take  the 
House  into  their  confidence  by  saying, 
"  The  way  in  which  we  propose  to  deal  with 
this  matter  is  to  conduct  an  inquiry  our- 
selves." At  all  events,  they  should  have 
taken  into  their  amfidence  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir.  They  should  have 
said  to  him,  "  We  recognise  that  you  have 
a  motion  on  thie  paper,  and,  as  we  have 
suspended  private  memberb'  business  for 
the  rraiainder  of  the  session,  and  there  will 
be  very  few  oppcntunities  of  dealing  with 
your  motion,  we  should  like  to  know  what 
your  opini(»i  is  as  to  what  should  be  done. " 
It  might  have  made  a  great  difference  as 
to  the  attitude  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  had  the  Government  taken  that 
course.  I  think  that  those  who  voted  as 
I  did  on  the  last  division,  took  the  only 
possible  course,  with  the  object  of  securing 
the  ap^intment  of  a  Royal  Commissicm  to 
deal  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  McDonald  (Kennedy)  [10.54].— 
The  hcmorable  member  who  has  just  re- 
sumed his  seat  has  said  that  those  with 
whom  he  voted  on  the  last  division  took  the 
only  course  they  could  have  taken  towards 
securing  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission. I  presume  that  the  honorable 
member  has  taken  some  interest  in  political 
life  and  political  methods.  If  he  had  the 
least  suspicim  of  what  generally  occurs  in 
[x>litical  life  in  such  circumstances,  he 
should  know  that  a  Government  could  not 
lemain  in  office  in  the  fact  of  such  a  vote 
as  has  just  been  taken.  I  say  that  if  the 
Government  rmained  in  office  in  face  of  the 
last  vote,  they  would  be  the  most  ocxitemp- 
lible  set  of  men  who  ever  held  office  in  the 
bistory  of  Australia.  If  the  next  division 
goes  against  the  Government  they  will  cer- 
tainly go  out  of  office ;  and  what  chance  has 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Gwydir  of  get- 
ting his  Royal  Commission  then  ? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Every  chance. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  hope  to  appeal  to  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
and  his  party  to  secure  the  appcnntment 
3f  this  CcMnmission? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Certainly. 

Mr.    McDonald. — Now    we  know 
'*~4Ctly  the  position  in  which  my  honorable 
nds  have  placed  themselves. 


Mr.  Webster. — What  dianoe  have  we 
of  securing  a  Conmission  fnnn  the  present 
Government  ? 

Mr.  McDonald.— We  now  know 
exactly  how  my  hcmorable  friends  are 
situated.  If  we  had  been  voting  on  sudi 
a  question  as  old-age  pensions  I  could  quite 
understand  the  attitude  of  my  honixable 
friends.  1  could  understand  their  desiring 
to  go  to  the  country  fighting  the  battle  of 
the  poor  unfortunate  man  who  has  to  travel 
this  country  frcnn  one  end  to  the  other 
looking  for  work  and  rarely  earning  mcHPe 
than  30s.  a  week.  I  could  understand  their 
being  anxious  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
poor  labourer  who  is  half  of  his  time  out 
of  work,  and  has  no  oppCHtunity  of  saving 
to  provide  for  himself  in  his  old  age. 

Mr.  Hutchison.- — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber against  the  appointment  of  a  Koyal 
Commission  ? 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Does  not  the  honOT- 
able  member  think  that  he  is  "  playing  it 
rather  low  down?" 

Mr.  Webster. — ^What  is  the  game? 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Cheap  talk. 

Mr.  McDonald.— Well,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  go  to  the  country  to-morrow,  but 
I  am  afraid  that  very  few  of  my  famcxable 
friends  would  like  to  do  so  on  such  an 
issue  as  they  have  raised  to-night. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — When  we  go  to  the  country 
we  goon  ;£i2  per  week,  not  30s. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — For  goodness  sake, 
do  not  talk  about  going  to  the  country  ! 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — No,  do  not  talk 
foolishness  like  that  I 

Mr.  Mcdonald.  —  what  I  am  sur- 
prised at  is  that  my  hcmorable  fn«ids  have 
made  this  a  purely  party  question. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  Government  made 
it  a  party  questicxi  in  the  first  place. 

Mr.  McDonald.— That  it  was  a  paitr 
questimi  was  shown  by  tfie  fact  that  not  a 
solitary  monber  of  the  Oppoutim  voted  on 
this  sade  of  the  House,  on  the  division  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  d^te. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Did  a  member  of 
the  Government  partv  \"ote  in  the  negative  ? 

Mr.  McDonald.— No,  but  some  of 
the  members  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong 
voted  with  the  Opposition,  and  so  gave 
them  a  majority,  which  shows  that  it  was 
not  a  party  questicm  with  us. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  this  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  that  so  far 
the  speech  of  the  hmorat^le  membtf  for 
Kennedy  has  bec^gj||(sqj[^i|^30@]9K'*  ^ 
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an  interjection  made  just  now  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  East  Sydney  was  de- 
cidedly disorderly. 

Mr.  McDonald.— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  due  to  the  burning  anxiety 
uf  hcMiorable  members  of  the  Opposition 
to  get  (XI  to  the  Government  bencl»s;  but 
what  has  amused  me  most  in  oxinexion 
with  toHlay's  proceedings  has  been  the 
way  in  which  they  have  treated  a  certain 
question.  A  great  public  question  has 
been,  for  the  lajit  six  or  seven  years,  agitat- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people  of  New  South 
Wales  to  such  an  extent  that  'they  were 
prepared,  at  one  time  in  our  history,  to 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  the  Common- 
wealth if  it  were  not  immediately  dealt 
with.  I  refer  to  the  question  of  the  selec- 
tion of  the  Federal  Capital  Site.  Hon- 
orable members  opposite  have^  however, 
to-day  been  prepared  to  waive  that  great 
question,  because  they  have  raised  alt 
sorts  of  objections  to  the  adopticm.  of  any 
course  which  would  insure  its  being  de- 
cided to-night,  in  order  "that  'they  might 
obtain  a  victory  over  the  Government 
which  might  land  than  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  find  no  fault  with  "them  if  they 
con^der  that  good  parliamentary  tactics. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Ail  this  comes  of 
voting  for  a  motion  whidi  proceeded  from 
the  Labour  comer.  There  is  no  saltisfy- 
ing  honmable  members  of  ithe  Labour 
Party. 

Mr.  Mcdonald.— It  does  not  come 
from  voting  for  a  motion  to  prevent  this 
debate  being  adjourned.  It  has  arisen 
because  the  right  honorable  member  for 
East  Sydney,  and  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Paniamatta,  refused  to  allow  the 
Prime  Minister  to  cany  an  amendment 
which  would  have  enabled  the  House  to 
deal  with  the  important  question  of  the 
selection  of  the  Federal  Capital  Site,  for 
which  they  have  previously  professed 
themselves  willing  to  die.  That  is  what 
brought  about  the  crisis.  I  think  that,  in 
the  circumstances,  we  had  better  at  once 
s.ettle  the  Capital  Site  question  by  votinj; 
solidlv  for  Dalgety.  I  have  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say.  The  Opposition  mav  take 
advantage  of  the  position  which  has  arisen, 
but  I  must  cOTipliment  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter upon  the  action  he  has  taken.  It  was 
the  on\y  honorable  and  straightforward 
course  which  he  could  take  in  the  circum- 
stances. 

Mr,  CROUCH  (Corio)  [11.2].— I  wish 
to  speak  upon  a  subject  of  very  great  in- 
terest— the  kppointmen't  of  a  Royal  Cran- 


mission  10  inquire  into  the  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Department — but  as  it  is  now  ver\ 
lale,  and  as  I  understand  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  definitely  slated  that  he  is 
willing  that  the  debate  should  be.  ad- 
journ^ until  Wednesday  next,  and  then 
resumed,  I  move — 

That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter said  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  Speaker  having  risen  and  several 
honorable  members  inter jeeiing, 

Ur.  SPEAKER.— The  Standing  Or- 
ders speciilly  require  that  honorable 
members  should  give  their  attentiwi  while 
the  Speaker  is  addressing  thd  House. 
Honorable  members  will  see  that  inatten- 
tion then  might  lead  to  serious  misunder- 
Manding  afterwards,  and  I  therefore  ask 
them,  if  not  out  of  regard  for  the 
Standing  Orders,  £t  least  for  their  own 
sakes,  to  permit  me  to  speak  without  in- 
terrupticm.  An  honorable  mc^nber,  in 
moving  the  adjournment  of  a  debate,  is  re- 
quired to  do  so  without  speaking  to  the 
question.  As  the  honorable  member  for 
Corio  has  spoken  to  the  questiwi,  I  cannot 
receive  his  motitm  for  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate.  I  therefore  call  upoo  th^ 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie. 

Mr.  Crouch.— Have  I  not  the  right  to 
c-ontinue  my  speech? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No;  the  honorable 
member  resumed  his  sea*!. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [11.4].— I 
do  not  wish  that  this  d^ate  should  be  im- 
mediately concluded.  An  anxiety  was 
displayed  earlier  in  the  evening  to  get  rid 
of  this  most  interesting  subject.  I  must 
say  that  I  have  been  somewhat  surprised 
by  the  speech  delivered  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy .  The  honorable 
member  has  adopted  a  role  which  is  new 
to  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear. 
Mr.    Hall. — ^The    honorable  member 
should  be  careful  when  he  is  cheered  by 

the  Opposition. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  care  very  little  whe- 
ther the  Opposition  are  cheering  or  hoot- 
ing. I  was  not  aware  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy  had  been  appointed 
lecturer- in -chief  to  honorable  members  who 
take  a  different  view  of  this  matter  from 
that  which  he  takes.  I  have  yet  to  learn 
the  reason  for  the  extraordinary  anxiety 
the  honorable  member  has  now  displayed 
for  the  continued  existence  of  our  present 
paternal  Gover^nt.^^(r  ^a^^j^e  well 
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aware  of  the  condition  of  the  suffering  un- 
fortunates who  travel  the  interior  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  very  often  get  less 
than  50s.  a  week.  I  have  looked  through 
the  Government  programme;  I  have  heard 
many  of  their  protestatiwis ;  I  have  as- 
sisted in  passing  some  of  their  measures, 
but  I  must  add  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Kennedy  has  himself  mentioned  one 
measure  which  they  have  not  introduced. 
The  honorable  member  is  aware  that  al- 
though the  Prime  Minister  has  for  six 
years  held  a  position  as  head  of  the  Go- 
TOmment,  or  has  been  a  prominent  member 
of  a  Ministry,  the  people  to  whom  the 
honorable  member  for  Kennedy  has  re- 
ferred are  still  in  an  unfortunate  condi- 
tion, and  have  not  been  relieved  by  any 
measures  submitted  by  Ministers.  The 
Prime  Minister  directly  intimated  three 
weeks  ago  that  the  passing  of  a  measure  to 
establish  old-age  pensions  in  this  Parlia- 
ment depended  iipwi  his  ability  to  secure 
an  agreement  with  the  Premiers  of  the 
States. 

Mr.  Deakin.^ — That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Will  the  honorable 
member  for  KalgocM'He  take  his  seat  The 
hcKiorable  member  for  Kennedy  said  some- 
thing two  or  three  times  about  men  earn- 
ing 30s.  a  week,  but  I  was  not  aware  that 
he  referred  to  the  question  of  old-age 
pensions. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — ^Tbe  honwable  mem- 
ber did  mentitHi  old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  wan  not  aware  of 
it.  If  the  honorable  member  for  Kennedy 
did  incidentally  refer  to  that  question  I 
shall  not,  as  I  intended,  prohibit  the  h<m- 
orable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  fran  refer- 
ring incidentally  to  the  question. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  thanic  you,  sir,  for 
that  cttisideration,  and  will  take  advantage 
of  it  first  by  replying  to  the  interjection 
of  the  Prime  Minister.  I  said  that  thie  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  stated  in  this  House 
that  his  ability  to  pay  old-age  pensions 
during  this  Parliament  depended  on  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  States 
Governments,  otherwise  an  old-age  pension 
system  could  not  be  initiated  until  the  ex- 
piration of  the  Braddon  section. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^That  is  not  CMrect.  No 
later  than  this  morning  I  pcnnted  out  that 
the  Government  were  considering  altema* 
tivm  in  the  event  of  the  States  Govern- 
ments not  agreeing. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  it  be  shown  that  my 
memmry  has  played  me  false  in  this  mat- 
tet  I  shall  give  the  Prime  Minister  an 


ample  apology,  but  I  shall  be  very  mixJi 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  h(»QrabIe  gen- 
tleman did  not  reply  to  me  when  q)eak- 
ing  in  this  House  that,  so  far  as  the  Go- 
vernment proposal  in  connexion  with  olch 
age  pensions  during  this  Parliament  was 
concerned,  it  depended  upon  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangemwit  being  made  with  the 
States  Governments.  I  put  it  to  the 
Prime  Minister  to  say  why,  if  an 
arrangement  of  the  kind  was  not  necessary 
to  finance  the  Government  proposal,  he  has 
waited  so  long  before  introdudog  it. 

Mr.  Deakin. — It  is  not  necessary  that 
I  should  answer  the  honorable  member. 
He  knows  the  answer  to  his  question. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  expect  the 
Prime  Minister  to  answer  questicxis  to- 
night. I  do  not  intend  to  deal  furtber 
with  the  statements  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kmnedy,  who  has  been  long 
enough  in  Parli^nent  to  know  that  hon- 
orable members  have  a  habit  of  accepting 
responsibility  for  their  actions  when  they 
have  dcme-what  they  believe  to  be  right. 
I  believe  that  there  is  a  condition  of  seeth- 
ing discontent  in  the  Postmaster-General's 
Department  so  far  as  the  officials  are  con- 
cerned, with  a  maximum  of  inconvenience 
to  the  public.  .Whilst  the  Minister 
has  been  running  Ytere  and  rumuog 
there  expressing  opini<ms  about  the 
sobriety  of  miners  in  other  places, 
and  all  other  questions,  his  Depart- 
ment has  been  getting  into  such  a 
state  that  the  majority  of  hcmoraUe 
members  deem  that  there  should  be 
an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  conditions 
existing  in  it.  The  amendment  was  submitted 
in  the  most  friendly  fashion  by  the  hinwr- 
able  member  for  Gwydir,  and  the  ''Govern- 
ment chose  a  position  for  themselves,  and 
the\'  will  not  make  me  alter  my  vote  by 
.my  threats  of  possible  oHisequences.  I 
have  heard  a  few  threats  before  in  this 
House.  They  can  adopt  the  attitude  which 
they  believe  to  be  in  accord  with 
their  dignity.  They  have  perfect  liberty 
to  interpret  their  responsibility  in  any 
fashion  that  they  desire.  I  have  made  no 
complaint  of  that.  They  cannot  say  that  I 
have  broken  faith  with  them,  that  I  owe 
them  any  particular  ccHisideratim,  or  that 
they  owe  me  any.  Those  who  voted  against 
the  adjournment  to-night  drd  so  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  Royal  Conunisston 
of  Inquiry.  A  pn^xssal  was  submitted 
earlier  to-day  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter, whidi  indicated  that  he  wanted  to 
take    the  timeo,g^^,i|^o^^Ie°»«i« 
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could  be  debated  and  decided.  The 
House  was  against  him,  and  proposals  have 
been  submitted  all  the  afternoon  to  over- 
come the  difficulty.  Members  who  favoured 
the  motioi  were  agreeable  to  the  fix- 
ing of  any  date,  so  long  as  they  were  satis- 
fied that  the  modon  could  be  fcxced  to  a 
conclusion  before  this  session  ended. 

,Mr.  Fisher. — I  was  pledged  to  that, 
and  the  Prime  Minister  agreed  to  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  honorable  member 
for  Wide  Bay,  as  the  result  of  investiga- 
tion, assured  me  that  it  was  posuble  for 
the  moticRi  to  come  up  on  ^  next  grievance 
day — three  weeks  ahead — but,  if  we  hapx>en 
to  be  here  then,  somebody  else  with  a 
grievance  may  get  in  frcmt  of  this  particular 
grievance. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  thought  I  could  give 
an  assurance  that  that  would  sot  happen. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  COTio  desires  to  speak,  and  if  the 
Prime  Minister  will  say  that  the  question 
will  be  brought  to  a  conclusion — I  under- 
stand that  there  is  now  an  agreement  to 
that  effect  

Mr.  Crouch. — There  was  frcxn  the  first. 

Mr.  Thomas. — There  was  one  before 
the  last  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— We  were  not  made 
parties  to  it. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  hope  the  Government 
will  go  to  a  vote  to-nij^t. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— That  will  suit  me  ad- 
mirably. If  the  Government  had  stated 
this  aftemocm  their  readiness  to  make  a 
day  available  within  a  reasonable  time  for 
the  consideration  of  this  questi<m,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party  who  are  voting 
for  this  inquiry  would  have  agreed  to  that 
course  being  taken.  I  understand  that  a 
proposal  to  that  effect  has  been  submitted 
now  in  an  informal  way,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment desire  to  continue  the  debate  next 
Wednesday. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  so,  I  think  I  can 
speak  for  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
who  voted  on  this  side  when  I  say  that, 
upon  that  understanding,  we  will  not  fur- 
ther oppose  the  adjournment  to-night. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  there  is  an 
understanding  to  take  a  vote  which  the  Go- 
vernment have  declared  that  they  will  re- 
gard as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  I 


Mr.  FRAZER.  —  I  make  no  secret 
of  the  fact  that  I  want  a  Commis- 
sion appointed,  and  intend  to  vote 
for  it.  Those  associated  with  me 
have  iiot  taken  up  this  attitude  to 
embarrass  the  Government.  If  the  Go- 
vernment like -to  make  it  an  embarrassing 
motion,  that  is  their  responsibility.  I  have 
no  particular  regrets  about  it.  If  the  Go- 
vernment choose  deliberately  to  assume  a 
certain  attitude,  what  have  I  to  cry  about? 
It  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  Labour 
Party,  who  voted  dn  this  side,  that  they 
should  get  a  direct  indication  from  the  Go- 
vernment as  to  when  the  division  is  to  be 
taken.  If  the  Government  say:  "Take 
the  division  to-night,"  I  am  quite  prepared 
for  it.  If  they  say :  "  Take  the  division 
next  Tuesday,"  we  are  prepared  to  give 
them  tintil  Tuesday  to  make  up  their  minds 
to^  ap[ree  to  the  appcnntment  of  die  Cna- 
mission. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^What  §ood  is  there  in 
putting  it       beymd  to-mg^t? 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^Vote  to-night 

Mr.  FRAZER. — This  is  an  illustration 
of  how  informal  arrangements  sometimes 
lead  to  trouble  between  members. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honorable  member 
prcwnised  to  agree  to  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  will  agree  to  it  now. 

Mr.  Crouch. — The  honorable  member  is 
doing  everything  he  can  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — The  Government  have 
intimated  through  the  honorable  member 
for  Cmio  that  they  want  an  adjournment 
till  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Crouch. — No;  they  have  agreed  to 
it  at  my  request.  I  wanted  to  speak,  and 
the  hcmorable  member  spoilt  my  speech.  I 
could  say  more  in  five  minutes  than  the 
honorable  member  could  in  five  liours. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — If  the  Government  say 
that  a  division  must  be  taken  to-night,  I 
shall  be  abundantly  satisfied.  I  shall  con- 
clude by  referring  again  to  the  statement 
of  the  Prime  Minister  in  connexion  with 
old-age  pensions,  reading  from  a  clipping 
his  actual  words.  When  spe&king  on  the 
subject,  I  said — 

The  Prime  Minister  thinks  that  he  will  then 
be  able  to  make  a  lUtement  that  will  be  tatis- 
factory  to  all. 

Mr.  DXAMN.— I  propose  to  lay  all  the  pro- 
posals relating  to  the  financial  relations  between 
the  Commonwealth  and  the -States,  .invoking 
old-age  pensions,  (Ogi^bcci^aleiOOQiC 
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Mr.  FRAZER.— Will  the  Prime  Minister  in- 
dicate to  the  House  how  near  that  will  bring 
us,  in  the  event  of  the  House  being  agreeable 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Bill,  to  the  provision  of 
old-age  pensions? 

Mr.  Dkakin. — I  could  not  say  that  now. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  Prime  Minister  having 
said  that  he  is  going  to  introduce  a  Bill,  must 
accept  the  respimiibilitjr  of  admitting  that  be 
is  not  in  a  position  to  say  when  pensions,  in 
the  event  of  the  Bit)  being  passed,  will  be  paid 
to  the  old  people.  The  Prime  Minister  nods 
an  assent,  and  I  admire  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's frankness.  He  does  not  appear  to  be 
sanguine  as  to  the  possibility  of  doing  any< 
thing  until  the  expiration  of  the  Braddon  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Quite  true. 

That  was  the  promise  made  on  21st  March. 
But  to-night  the  Prime  Minister  sat  on  a 
rail,  when  I  said  that  the  making  of  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  old-age  pensicms 
by  the  Government  in  this  Parliament 
depended  on  a  satisfactoiy  arrangement 
being  arrived  at  between  the  Government 
and  the  Premiers  of  the  States. 

Mr.  Dea&in. — Not  at  all.  I  pointed  out 
the  alternatives  before,  arid  I  Bid  so  again 
to-day. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— When  I  said  what  the 
Prime  Minister's  statement  was,  he  disputed 
my  accuracy. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  do  now. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  the  honorable  and 
learned  gentleman  had  better  read  the  re- 
\yon  for  himself.  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
lor  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Ccsnmisslon 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department.  I  believe  that  the 
investigation  of  a  Royal  Ccanmission — 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  made — will 
minimize  the  discontent  of  those  employed 
in  the  service  and  give  great  satisfaction  to 
the  public. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— With  reference  to  the 
later  remarks  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Kalgoorlie  on  the  subject  of  old-age  pen- 
sions, I  desire  to  say  that  I  cannot  allow  any 
other  honorable  member  to  refer  to  the  mat- 
ter. While  I  was  being  consulted  by  the 
honorable  members  for  Wentworth'  and 
Corio  on  points  of  order,  the  honorable 
member  for  Kennedy,  I  understand,  spoke 
on  the  subject,  and  had  I  been  listening 
to  him,  instead  of  attending  to  other  official 
business,  I  should  have  called  him  to  order  ; 
but  as  he  went  so  far,  I  have  permitted  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  to  do  the 
same.  I  cannot,  however,  allow  other  hon- 
orable members  to  discuss  the  matter. 


Mr.  THOMAS  (Barrier)  [11.25].— I  re- 
gret that  there  should  be  any  heat  in  this 
discussicHi,  because  there  is  no  necessity  for 
it.  A  nimaber  of  honorable  members,  in- 
cluding members  of  the  party  to  which  I 
belong,  are  desirous  that  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion shall  be  appointed;  I  do  not  take  that 
view.  I  think  a  Commission  unnecessary. 
Honorable  members  must,  of  course,  vote 
as  they  see  fit;  but  I  personally  am  opposed 
to  the  appcuntment  of  a  Commission.  In- 
deed, I  regret  that  the  Cabinet  Conunittee 
has  been  appointed.  No  doubt  there  are 
matters  which  want  rectifying;  but  a  sym- 
pathetic Minister  could  remedy  every  griev- 
ance in  the  Postal  Departmmt.  Therefore, 
T  shall  vote  against  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir.  Those  wht> 
voted  in  the  last  division  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes.  In  the  <xie  class  are  those 
who  honestly  think  that  the  present  Ad- 
ministration should  not  be  in  power,  and 
that  they  could  render  better  service  to  the 
community.  They  were  justified  in  voting 
as  they  did.  In  the  other  class  are  those 
who  regard  the  appointment  of  the  Royal 
Ccmmissiw  at  the  present  time  as  the  most 
important  question  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Even  if  I  thought  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  neces- 
sary,  I  should  consider  that  there  are  mat- 
ters of  even  greater  imptntance  than  the 
rectifying  of  the  grievances  of  the  Postal 
Department.  I  am  delighted  with  the  stand 
which  Mmisters  have  taken,  and  trust  that 
they  will  remain  firm.  I  know  of  no  real 
reascm  for  postponing  the  taking  of  the 
divisiwi.  Those  who  voted  against  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  must  feel  so 
strongly  on  the  main  question  that  I  cannot 
imagine  that  any  change  of  opinion  will 
occur  within  twenty-four  hours,  or  between 
now  and  next  Wednesday.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kalgoorlie  has  stated  frankly 
that  an  adjournment  would  make  no  dif- 
ference to  his  view. 

Mr.  Frazer. — But  if  the  Prime  Minister, 
through  a  private  member,  requests  an  ad- 
jounmient  until  Wednesday,  I  shall  not 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— The  real  question  is: 
Shall  a  Royal  Commissi(xi  be  appointed? 
I  admired  the  honorable  member  for  Kal- 
goorlie for  the  frank  way  in  which  he  has 
spoken.  The  honorable  member  does  not 
object  to  the  debate  being  adjourned  for  a 
few  davs,  hut  I  venture  to  say  that  if  it 
were  adjourned  he  would  be  of  the  same 
opinion  at  the  end  of  a  few  days, as  he  is 
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Mr.  Frazer. — ^Absolately. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Then  let  us  settle  the 
question  now.  If  it  is  considered  that  a 
Royal  Commission  should  be  appointed,  let 
it  be  done  to-morrow.  If  there  is  seeth- 
ing discontent  in  a  great  Department 
of  the  Public  Service,  the  sooner  action 
is  taken  the  better  it  w  i  11  be  for 
the  country  and  the  Department.  I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  consent  to 
a  vote  being  taken.  I  regret,  ax,  tiiat, 
under  your  ruling,  we  are  not  allowed  to 
make  any  reference  to  the  question  of  old- 
age  pensi(Mis.  If  it  had  not  been  given, 
1  would  have  said  that  one  reason  why  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Government 
displaced  at  the  present  moment  was  that 
they  have  given  us  a  promise  of  establish- 
ing a  system  of  old-age  pensicxis. 

Mr,  Reid. — Say  it  again. 

Mt.  THOMAS. — However  great  may  be 
the  grievances  of  the  men  in  the  Post  and 
Telegraph  Department,  I  should  preier  to 
go  to  my  constituents  with  a  Federal  Old- 
age  Pensions  Act  in  my  hand  rather  than 
with  a  statement  that  the  Government  had 
appointed  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  grievances  of  the  employes  in  a 
Govenunent  Department. 

Mi.  Webster. — I  submit,  sir,  that  the 
honorable  member  is  flouting  the  ruling 
which  you  gave  a  few  moments  ago  by  in- 
troducing the  subject  of  old-age  pensions 
for  the  definite  purpose  of  belittling  other 
honorable  members.  I  ask  you,  sir,  to  rule 
him  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  was  guilty  of  such  action  as  that 
which  has  been  attributed  to  him,  I  am  sure 
that  he  will  now  observe  my  ruling. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  should  be  very 
sorry,  indeed,  to  belittle  any  member  of 
the  House,  even  if  I  could,  particularly  a 
member  of  ray  own  party.  I  have  been 
supporting  the  Government  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  have  to  give  some  reasons  why 
I  take  a  different  view  from  those  who  have 
spoken  so  strongly.  The  position  I  take 
is  that  we  have  a  greater  chance  of  getting 
what  we  want  from  this  Government  than 
from  any  other. 

Mr,  Hutchison. — We  propose  to  vote 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion, and  not  against  the  Government. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— In  the  la.st  division  I 
voted  with  the  Government,   because  I 


thought  that  if  they  retained  office  we 
should  have  a  better  chance  of  getting  cer- 
tain matters  which  I  consic^  to  be  of 
greater  importance  than  even  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Royal  Commission  dealt  with. 
If,  however,  1  had  thought  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  C<Mnmission  was  of 
more  importance  than  the  settlement  of 
those  matters,  I  would  have  unhesitatingly 
voted  for  its  appointment.  I  understand 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie 
has  expressly  spoken  on  behalf  of  the  La- 
bour Party, 

Mr.  Webster.— No,  he  spoke  on  behalf 
of  himself. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— He  used  the  words, 
"  On  behalf  of  those  who  voted  against 
the  motion,"  and  no  one  disputed  his  state- 
ment. I  am  not  questioning  the  vote  of 
any  member  of  the  Labour  Partv,  or  of 
any  other  party.  Every  one  has  the  right 
to  vote  as  he  likes.  I  am  not  finding  fault 
with  any  honorable  member  for  the  vote 
which  he  has  given,  but  surely  I  am  en- 
titled to  state  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I 
am  about  to  give.  The  honorable  member 
for  Werriwa  has  stated  that,  although  he 
voted  in  favour  of  an  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  still,  if  the  issue  were  raised,  he 
would  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission.  He  is  quite  entitled 
to  take  that  stand,  just  as  I  am  entitled  to 
say  whv  I  intend  tc  vote  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  that  is  that,  in  my  opinion, 
we  are  more  likely  to  get  a  system  of  old- 
age  pensions  from  the  present  Government, 
though,  of  course,  I  may  be  wrong  in  my 
view. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is  at 
it  again. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  hope  that  we  shall 
soon  go  to  a  division.  There  need  be  no 
heat  or  passion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  THOMAS. — It  is  simply  a  question 
of  whether  or  not  a  Royal  Commission 
should  be  appointed.  I  am  opposed  to  its 
appointment,  and  I  cannot  conceive  that 
anything  which  could  be  said  would  cause 
me  to  alter  my  view.  I  venture  to  think 
that  there  is  not  cxie  hcmorable  member 
whcse  vote  would  be  altered  by  discussion, 
and.  therefore.  I  suggest  that  we  might  as 
well  go  to  a  vote  to-night. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Chanter)  put — 
That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 

The  House  di^-jsj^g^^^^GoOgle 
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Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 

Bamford,  F.  W, 
Uatchetor,  £.  L. 
tirowD,  Thomas 
Carr,  £.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T- 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  K.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison,  I. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Halion,  H. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
AikinsoQi  L. 

BowdCD,  E.  K. 
BrowD,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbatm,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
lohnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Koox,  W. 


35 
26 


Ayes. 

Maloney,  \V.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 

M auger,  S. 
McDonald,  C. 
O' Mai  ley,  King 
Page,  ]. 
Poynton,  A. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomas.  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkios,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 

Tellert: 

Coon,  J. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Noes. 

Liddell,  F. 
Quick,.  Sir  John 
Held,  G.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wilson,  y.  G. 
Wynne,  A, 

Tellers: 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 

Paib. 
I  Edwards,  R. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 

In  division: 

Mr.  Faibbairn. — Have  we  a  definfte 
pr<»nise  that  the  debate  will  be  resumed 
on  Wednesday  next? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  not  cognizant 
of  any  promises  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Let  hcMiOTable  members 
stay  where  they  are. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— To  what  day  is  the 
debate  to  be  adjourned? 

Mr.  Chanter. — Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
— I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  what 
has  occurred. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — Is  the  honorable 
member  rising  to  a  point  of  order? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to  ad- 
dress mvself  to  the  question  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate  until  Wednesday  next. 
I  understood,  sir,  just  before  leaving  the 
chamber,  that  the  Prime  Minister  declared 
that  the  passage  of  this  motion  would  be 
regarded  as  a  direct  vote  of  c^ure  oa  the 


Government.  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's words  were  that  he  would  adnse 
His  Exrellency  to  seek  fresh  advisers.  I, 
therefore,  imderstand  the  uositioa  to  be 
that  the  Government  are  stul  of  the  same 
opinion  respecting  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, and,  believing  that  the  pr<:^)0sal  to 
be  .made  on  Wednesday  next  threatens 
their  existence,  they  deliberately  set  aside 
Government  time  for  the  discussltm  of 
such  a  private  member's  propositicm. 

Mr.  Watson. — Quite  right,  too. 

Kir.  Joseph  Cook. — All  I  can  say  is, 
that  if  these  are  the  terms  on  which  Minis- 
ters  hold  thdr  seats  

Mr.  Watson. — What  else  could  they 
do? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.,— The  question  before 
the  Chair  is  the  date  for  which  the  resump- 
tion of  the  debate  shall  be  set  down — 
that  is  the  only  point  that  can  be  dis- 
cussed. Of  course,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parramatta  desires  to  suggest  some 
other  day,  he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so,  but 
[he  CCTiduct  of  the  Prime  Minister,  or  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter will  retire,  is  not  before  us. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Am  I  not  in  order 
in  discussing  the  action  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  fixing  noct  Wedn»day  as  ^he  day 
ior  the  resumptic»i  of  the  debate? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  discuss  the 
question-  whether  the  adjourned  debate  shall 
be  set  down  for  Wednesday  or  for  some 
other  day,  and  that  questttm  only. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  think  I  was  do- 
ing  so. 

Mr.  W.  H..  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [11.47]. 
— I  understand  that  the  Prime  Minister 
has  stated  that  the  motion,  as  it  stands,  is 
one  threatening  the  existence  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  practice  that  I  believe  i> 
alwavs  followed  on  such  occasions  is  that 
the  Government  will  not  continue  to  ccmduct 
ordinary'  parliamentary  business. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  Prime  Minister  has 
said  so. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  said  so,  and  I  have 
tried  once  before  to  address  honorable 
members. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Prime  Minister  said 
an  hour  a^o  that  he  would  move  that  the 
House  at  its  rising  adjourn  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVIXE.— I  think  I  should 
be  allowed  to  say  a  word,  s^ing  that  I  have 
not  spoken  to-dayD(^izMia?.fe!hSB®gl(|f  the 
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Prime  Minister  states  that  the  House  is  to 

he  adjourned  until  the  motion  can  be  dealt 
with  that  removes  the  only  difficulty.  I 
am  simply  seeking  for  information. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Svdney)  [11.48]. 
— The  Prime  Minister,  an  hour  ago, 
stated  distinctly  that  he  would  move  that 
the  House  at  its  rising  adjourn  -until 
Wednesday  next.  In  fact,  X  think  the 
Prime  Minister  did  so  move;  but  Mr. 
Speaker  pointed  out  that  there  was  another 
motion  then  before  the  Chair.  Practically, 
therefore,  it  was  stated  an  hour  ago  that 
no  business  would  be  taken  prior  to  the 
settlement  of  this  motion. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irtdje. — ^The  honorable 
member  will  excuse  me  for.  sayii^  that  the 
motion  as  to  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
was  indicated  before  the  Prime  Minister 
^ted  that  he  regarded  the  motion  before 
the  Chair  as  one  of  want  of  confidence. 

Mr.  WATSON.— That  is  not  so;  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  is  mistaken. 
The  suggestion  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  seems  ezti^dinary.  He 
evidently  implies  that  the  Government 
should  go  on  with  business  while  this  vote 
of  censure  is  hanging  over  thdr  heads. 

Mr.  TosEPH  Cook. — I  never  suggested 
any  such  thing. 

-  Mr.  WATSON.— That  surely  is  the  in^ 
ference.  The  Govenmient  have  indicated 
that  no  other  business  will  be  taken,  and 
that  the  debate  on  the  motion  before  us  is 
to  be  resumed  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  regard  these  as 
degrading  tactics. 

Mr.  WATSON. — I  dare  say  a  few  re- 
marks could  be  made  in  reply  to  that  state- 
Tpent,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  making  them. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ibtinb.— What  I  under- 
stand  took  place  is  that,  after  the  division 
dxe  Prime  Minister  rose,  and  stated  that  he 
proposed  to  move  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  adjourn  until  Wednesday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  think  the  strict  ac- 
curacy  of  the  ruling  I  gave  a  few  moments 
ago,  when  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta was  speaking,  is  now  apparent  We 
are  clearly  getting  away  from  the  questi(»i 
of  the  day  to  which  the  debate  is  to  be 
adjourned.    I  must  ask  the  House  to  ad- 
Ifere.to  that  dednon. 
.  Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [11.50].— I 
wish  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
this  matter  is  to  take  precedence  of  all 
Other  business  on  Wednesday? 
4  Mr.  Deaun. — ^It  is. 
[372] 


Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [11.51].— I 
should  like  to  know  why  we  are  not  to 
meet  to-morrow  as  usual.  If  it  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  Government  to  exercise  pri- 
vate suasion  on  honorable  members  who 
voted  against  them  earlier  this  evening  it 
might  be  advisable  to  adjourn  until  Wed- 
nesday ;  but  as  I  know  that  the  Prime 
Minister  would  be  the  last  to  resort  to 
such  tactics  I  feel  justified  in  asking  if 
there  is  any  special  reason  why  we  should 
not  nwtf  as  usual  to-morrow  instead  of 
adjourning  until  Wednesday  not? 

Ordered. — ^That  the  resumptioo  of  th«  debate 
ftand  an  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 

POSmON  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Bal  Jar  at— Minister  of 
External  Affairs) '[11.53]. — In  moving — 

That  the  House,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  until 
Wednesday  next, 

I  desire  to  state  that  we  propose  that  ad- 
journment to  enable  the  Government  to 
a>nsider  its  positi<Hi  in  .relation  to  this, 
vote. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL  1907-8. 

Bill  returned  from  Senate  widiout  re- 
quest. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

PoSmON  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

Moti(xi  (by  Mr.  D^aun)  proposed — 

That  the  Home  do  now  adjonin. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.54]. — I  wish  to  clearly  understand  the 
remark  just  made  bv  the  Prime  Minister 
that  he  required  an  adjournment,  until 
Wednesday  next  so  that  the  Government 
might  consider  its  position  with  regard  to 
"  this  vote."  What  did  he  mean  by  the 
word  "this"? 

Mr.  McDonald. — He  will  tell,  the  hon- 
orable menUjer  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Have  you 
dcHie? 

'  Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order !  A  remark 
was  made  just  now,  which  was  not  quite 
proper,  that  honorable  membn-s  were  teing 
held  very  tightly.  The  present  condition 
of  the  House  and  the  frequency  of  inter- 
jections show  that  the  reins  need  to  be 
held  tightly.  I  ask  the  House  at  this 
time  of  special  excitement  to  support  the 
Chair  as  it  is  accustomed  to>do.  ■ 
Honorable  MnpKHcSyAc^EBOgtt&r. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  Prime  Minister  intended 
to  refer  to  the  vote  just  takoi  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  or  to  the  vote 
that  is  to  be  taken  next  Wednesday  on  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  on  the  question  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  Supplv. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [n-SS]-— I  cannot  sever 
the  two  moti<»is.  X  intended  to  refer  to 
the  decisive  vote  cm  the  modon  that  has 
yet  to  be  dealt  with. 

Mr,  Reid.— Might  I  ask  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member,  as  a  leader  of  one  of  the  parties 
in  the  House,  not  to  act  in  such  a  way. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  want  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  right  honorable 
member  knows  that  the  tune  for  asking 
questions  has  passed. 

Mr.  Rkid. — Can  I  not  speak  on  the 
moti<»i? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  right  honorable 
member  is  aware  that  the  Prime  Minister 
has  just  replied,  and  that  the  debate  is 
therefore  closed. 

Mr.  Reid. — He  merely  replied  to  a 
question. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  Prime  Minister 
replied  to  the  debate,  and  therefore  no 
further  debate  can  take  place. 

Mr.  Reid. — Might  I  ask  him  through 
you,  sir,  a  question? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — No  one  knows  better 
than  does  the  right  honorable  member  that 
that  cannot  be  done,  and  he  is  therefore 
refraining  from  giving  that  support  to  the 
Chair  for  which  I  appealed  to  the  House 
a  few  moments  ago. 

Question  resolved  in  the  afltanntive. 

House  adjourned  at  11.56  p.m. 


ipousc  of  ittcprrsrntatibrs. 

Wednesday,  15  April,  1908. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

MEDALS  FOR  NAVAL  FORCES. 

Mr,  WATKTNS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence  if  the  statement  in  to- 
day's newspapers  that  the  Home  authori- 
ties have  decided  to  give  to  the  Naval 
Forces  medals  similar  to  those  given  to  the 
Military  Forces  is  correct? 


Mr.  EWING.— The  honorable  menber 
asked  a  questiui  on  the  subject  a  wedc  or 

two  ago  

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  the  Government 
going  to  answer  questions  with  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  hanging  over  it  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — Certainly.  A  commimi- 
cation  has  been  received  from  the  Home 
authorities  which,  after  the  ordinary  fw- 
malities  have  been  gixie  through,  will  have 
the  result  desired  by  the  honcnable  member 
and  others. 

STATES  DEBTS. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— I  wish  to  know  if  the 
Treasurer  has  received  from  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Darwin  a  statement  dealing 
with  the  debts  of  the  States  and  other  finan- 
cial questions  affecting  the  relations  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  States?  If  so,  will 
he  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  have  it  printed  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  understood 
that  I  was  to  receive  such  a  paper  from 
the  honorable  member.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  is  it  that  I  hdd  in  my  hand. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — That  is  it.  - 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  I  shall 
take  in  regard  to  it  the  course  which  has 
been  taken  in  regard  to  other  documwits 
of  the  kind,  and  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Later — 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  laid  on  the  table 

the  following  paper — 

A  scheme  for  adjusting  the  financial  relations 
of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Statea,  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darwin. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  SURPLUS 
REVENUE. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— As  it  is  probable 
that  the  Treasurers  of  the  States  may  find 
it  necessary  to  make  financial  statements  to 
their  various  Parliaments  when  this  Parlia- 
ment is  in  recess,  will  the  Treasurer,  oa 
the  House  going  into  Canmittee  of  Supply, 
to  consider  his  Additional  Estimates  for 
the  expenditure  of  ;^57i,ooo,  make  a  short 
financial  statement,  showing  the  effect,  upon 
the  surplus  distributable  among  the  States, 
of  that  expenditure,  and  of  the  en:e&s 
revenue  of  000,000,  which  it  is  esti- 
mated will  be  received  during  the  current 
year  f  ran  Cust(xns  and  EKise  duties  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  binct 
myself  to  make  such  a  statement  on  the 
Additional  Estimates,  but  I  intend  to  make 
it  as  soon  as  1  can.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber, as  an  ex-Treasurer,  .  knows  that  air 
accurate  statemend!igflai»iQlCb£)flgttC  when 
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there  are  several  months  of  a  year  to  go; 
but  at  the  instance  of  the  Premier  of 
Tasmania  1  have  funushed  him  with  the 
information  he  asked  for  cm  the  subject, 
and  will  make  a  statement  affording  similar 
information  to  the  Treasurers  of  all  the 
States. 

MAGNET  MAIL  SERVICE. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  telegram — 

Owing  to  Magnet  Companx  having  cootract 
of  mail,  and  then  refuslnj;  to  deliver  but  twice 
weekly,  400  residents  inconvenienced.  Please 
take  %ttp^  Can  recommend  carrier  daily 
delivery. 

Best  Osborne. 
I  ask  the  Postmaster -General  if  he  will 
enforce  the  contract  which  requires  the  ccwn- 
pany  to  carry  the  mails,  even  when  there 
is  a  .strike,  and  if  be  will  take  other  means 
to  see  that  the  residents  of  the  mining 
camp  of  Magnet  obtain  their  mails  at  lease 
once  a  dav  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  shall  take  every  step 
to  bring  that  about. 

PAPERS. 
MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Infantile  Mortality — International  Congress  of 
the  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Child  Life 
(Brussels,  September,  1907) — Report  and  notes. 
&c.,  by  J.  W.  Dunbar  Hooper,  M.D.,  Mel- 
bourne. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Census  and  Statistics  Act — Statistics  of  the 
CommoDweilth — Finance — Bulletin  No.  1. — 
Suncnnty  of  Australian  Finauciai  Statistics,  iqoi 
tu  190^-  Trade,  Shipping,  Oversea  Migration, 
and  Finance. — Bulletin  No.   r3. — January,  iqo8. 

Defence  Acts — Military  Forces — Regulations 
Amended  (Pvovisional) — Nos.  6a,  to,  57,  Ac. — 
Statutory  Rules  1^08,  No.  41.  Financial  and 
Allowance  Regulations  Amended  (Provisional) — 
Nos.  laA,  15A,  92,  ftc. — Statutory  Rules  1908, 
No.  42. 

The  Clerk  laid  upon  the  table — 

Defence  Forces— Officers'  Quarters. — ^Return 
to  an  Order  of  the  House,  dated  a4tb  March, 
igoS. 

FEDERAL  CAPITAL. 
Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  asked  Ihe  Min- 
ister representing  the  Minister  of  Heme 
Affairs,  nfon  notice — 

1.  Whether  he  has  in  bis  possession  plans  and 
estimates  ol  a  scheme  for  the  early  require- 
nents  of  the  Federal  CspitBl,  according  towbick 
all  immediate  purposes  can  be  carried  out  lor 
about  j^r30,ooo? 

2.  If  so, -wilt  he  lay  such  plans,  estimates, 
Ac.,  on  the  table  of  Uie  House  for  the  infor- 
matioB  of  honorable  members? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— There  is  no  re- 
c6rd   in   the   Department   of   any  such 
estimates. 
[372]— 2 


NORTHERN  MAIL  STEAMER 

BINGERA. 

Mr.  ARCHER  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

I.  Whether  he  is  aware  of  any  agreement 
between  the  Railway  Commissioner  for  Queens- 
land and  the  Rockhampton  Harbor  Board,  which 
will  cause  any  change  in  the  terminal  port  of 
the  northern  mail  steamer  Bingera! 

a.  If  so,  when  was  such  compact  entered  into, 
and  will  he  state  the  nature  of  such  agreement? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
hc«iorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  such  agreement. 
The  mail  steamer  Bingera  is  run  imder  a  con- 
tract with  the  Postmaster-General's  Department, 
and  no  agreement  between  the  parties  referred 
to  in  the  question  could  in  any  way  alter  the 
terms  9f  that  contract. 

a.  See  answer  to  No.  i. 


SUGAR    EXCISE    AND  BOUNTY: 
REBATE  TO  EXPORTERS. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (for  Mr.  Mahon)  asked 
the  Treasurer,  upon  notice — 

I.  Does  the  following  statement  accurately 
represent  the  financial  results  to  the  Treasury 
of — 

(a)  The  excise  duty  on  locally-grown  sugar; 

{b)  The  bountv  paid  to  planters  employing 
white  labour  exclusively;  and 

{e)  The  drawback  or  rebate  of  excise 
allowed  to  exporters  on  the  sugar  coa- 
tents  of  beer,  various  kinds  of  con- 
fectionery, jams  and  jellies^  and 
canned  and  preserved  fruits  exported 
from  Australia,  viz.  : — 

Per  ton. 

Bounty  to  white  growers,  - 
paid  by  Government  ...jfj   o  o 

Drawback  paid  by  Govern* 
ment  on  exports  contain- 
ing excise  sugar       ...  ^^400 


Per  ton. 

Excise  duty  received  by 

Government  ...  —£a  <*  o 
Net  loss  to  Government ...  ^^300 


£7   o  o? 


2.  If  it  be  not  a  fact  that  the  Treasiuy  loses 
^3  per  ton  on  every  ton  of  excise  sugar  ex- 
ported from  the  Commonwealth,  will  he  be  good 
enough  to  state  the  real  position? 

3.  Does  he  consider  it  just  to  tax  Australians 
in  order  to  provide  cheap  beer,  confectionery, 
jams,  jellies,  and  preserved  fruits  for  foreigners, 
especially  since  our  own  people  are  obliged  to 
pay  the  full  Australian  market  price  for  these 
commodities? 

4.  Can  be  say  when,  where,  and  by  whom 
the  policy  of  usu^  public  funds  to  pay  a  bountv 
or  subsidy  on  sugar  exported  from  Australia 
was  siAmitted  for  the  deciuoa  Af^he  iJ^tralian 
people  7  Digitized  by  VJ UOv  IC 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  answers  to 
the  hcmcMrable  snen^Kr's  questicxis  are  as 
follow — 

I.  Tbc  results  to  the  Treasury  are  not  such 
as  are  shown  ia  the  statement  of  the  honorable 
member, 

a.  No  drawback  of  duty  has  been  claimed 
on  excise  lugar,  andi  therefore!  the  lou  ibown 
in  the  statement  referted   to   has   not  been 

realized. 

3.  I  do  not  consider  that  any  such  position  has 
arisen. 

4.  The  authority  for  the  payment  of  bounty 
is  provided  for  in  the  Coostitntion  Act. 


TELEPHONES:  COUNTRY  TOWNS. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

Whether  he  will  instruct  the  Cabinet  Commit- 
tee recently  appointrd  to  inquire  into  the  work- 
ing of  the  Postal  Department,  to  inquire  into 
the  feasibility  of  granting  to  country  towns, 
where  a  continuous  telephone  service  is  not 
warranted,  an  extended  service  of,  say,  16  hours 
per  day,  from  6  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  in  such  towns 
as  return  sufficient  revenue  to  warrant  such  faci- 
lities being  granted? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  Secretary  to  the 
Cabinet  Committee  will  be  instructed  to 
bring  fcvward  the  matter  in  questi<Hi  for 
ODnsid«ati(xi  by  the  Committee. 

MILITIA  GARRISON  ARTILLERY. 

Western  District  Coast. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Minister 
of  Defence,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Major-General 
Hoad,  in  his  report  as  Inspector-Gcneral,  stated 
it  was  a  mistake  to  take  the  Militia  Garrison 
Artillery  away  from  the  Western  District  coabt 
of  Victoria? 

2.  If  it  is  true,  will  the  Minister  take  imme- 
diate steps  to.  re-establish  the  Militia  Garrison 
Artillery  in. the  district  named  by  the  Inspector- 
General  ? 

Mr.  EWIXG.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  questions  are  as  follow  : — 

I  and  a.  Yes.  In  1904  the  Militia  Garrison 
Artillery  at  Warmambool  and  Port  Fairy  was 
converted  into  &  Field  Battery.  The  battery 
was  armed  with  four  40-pounder  R.B.L.  guns 
pending  the  arrival  of  carriages  for  the  ii.y-in. 
Q.F.  guns  with  which  it  was  proposed  to  cauip 
the  battery.  These  rnrriaK«  are  now  available, 
and  the  battery  will  shortly  be  equipped  with 
comparatively  '  up-to-date  4-7-in.  Q.F.  ?uns. 
These  guns  will  be  av.iilable  not  only  for  s«vice 
with  the  Field  Force,  but  also  for  garrison  •  de- 
fence. It  is  considered  that  4.7-ni.  Q.F.  guns 
compare  very  favorably  with  any  fixed  defences 
which  could,  at  presentj  be  provided  at  these 
nlares. 


•  SUPPLY  (Formal). 
Ministerial  Statement. 

Question — That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair,  and  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Webster  had  moved  by 
way  of  amendment — 

That  all  the  words  after  the  word  "That" 
be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words,  *'  a  Royal  Commission  bj;  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  Postal,  Tele- 
graph, and  Telephone  systems  of  the  Common- 
wealtb,  and  the  working  thereof." 

Order  of  the  Day  read  (vide  page 
10461). 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [2.42]. — I  move — 

That  the  consideration  of  Order  of  the  Day 
No.  I  be  postponed  tmtil  the  Bills  referred  to 
in  Orders  of  the  Day  Nos.  4  and  (Customs 
Tariff  Bill  and  Excise  Tariff  Bill)  have  become 
law. 

Il'  honorable  members  refer  to  the  notice- 
paper,  they  will  lind  that  those  two  Bills 
aie  the  Customs  Tariff  Bill  and  the  Excise 
Tariff  Bill. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Is  the  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill  no  Icmger  urgent? 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— The  honOTable  member 
did  his  best  to  prove  that  it  was  not  urgent 
the  other  night. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  an  abso- 
lutely inaccurate  statement,  and  the  htHiw- 
able  and  learned  member  knows  it. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Chair. 

Mr.  DEAKIN— Mr.  Speaker,  I  know 
that  no  truer  statement  was  ever  made  in 
this  House. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^And  I  know  that 
no  statem«it  less  true  was  ever  made  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Oh,  let  the  honorable 
member  take  his  gruel. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— "Let  the  galled  jade 
wince. " 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  is  only  "the  crackling 
of  thorns  under  a  pot." 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— All  the  thorns  are  on 
that  side. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Let  us  hear  the  tale  of 
woe. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  have  been  thonu 
whidi  I  have  no  reason  t6  regret,  and  othns 
for  which  I  have  no  responsibility. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  bathos  I  ■ 
Mr.  DEAKIN.—I  obev  the  implied 
direction  of  your  look,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  I 
hope  to  introduce  this  motion  in  such  a 
manner  as  shall  avoid  irrelevance '  and  di- 
rect the  attention  o^fiz^  VJI^^^te  the 
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question  iminediately  in  hand.  No  hon- 
orable member  of  this  Parliament,  and 
no  citizen  of  Australia,  will  dispute 
the  statement  that  the  first  task  in- 
cumbent upon  this  Hoiiiae  after  the  last 
general  electicwi  was  to  deal  with  the  Tariff 
proposals  of  the  Government,  at  all  eventsj 
it  would  be  impossible  for  this  Govmiment 
to  subordinate  that  question  at  this 
time,  and  under  present  drcumstances,  to 
any  other,  no  matter  how  .important  that 
other  issue  might  be.  We  owe  it  to  die 
oommercial  community,  to  industrial  Aus- 
tralia, and  to  our  constituents,  that  no  mat- 
ter what  transpires  in  this  House,  there 
shall  be  no  interregnum,  so  far  as  we  can 
prevent  it,  between  the  return  of  the  Sen- 
ate's suggestions'  in  r^aid  to  the  Tariff, 
and  their  final  disposition  by  agreemoit  be- 
tween the  Houses. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
did  not  think  that  on  Thursday  night. 

Mr.  Kino  O'Malley. — Never  mind 
•what  he  thought. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  thought  that  on 
'Thursday  night — and  think  so  still.  .  Oh 
Thursday  night,  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  Tariff  had  not 
been  placed  in  my  colleague's  hands  from 
his  officers,  and  have  only  been  under  his 
consideration  since  that  time.  The  Cab- 
inet had  not  seen  them.  Consequently  at 
that  moment  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  procjeed  with  their  amsideraticm, 
ias  we  now  propose  to  proceed,  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  day.  There  has  been  no 
postponment.  ■  If,  iumorab^  membere  will 
look  at  the  number — several  hundreds — of 
suggestifHis  which  have  been  made,  and  re- 
cognise what  their  complete  classification 
and  consideraticHi  means,  I  think  that  they 
.will  agree  with  me  that  remarkable  expedi- 
.tion  is  being  displayed  in  dealing  with 
them,  if  we  are  prepared  to  take  them  in 
hand,  as  we  propose,  .  next  week. 
Speaking  for  this  House  as  a  whole, 
we  have,  I  believe,  an  immediate  duty 
in  that  regard,  which  has  claims  prior 
to  ally  other  claims  that  can  be  urged 
upon  us-7-not  that  this  coipprises  by  any 
.means  the  whole  programme  of  this  Far- 
liamoit  or  of  this  Government,  nor  that 
it  is  the  on\y  obligation,  for  there  are  many 
more. 

Mr,  Maloney. — Old-age  pensions. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— <)ne  of  the  obligations 
is  to  deal  with  the  motion  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir,  which  we  are 
-now  considering.  But  I  submit  with  con- 
fidence to  him' as  well  as  to  the  House  that. 


having  in  view  the  present  position  of  the 
Tariff  proposals,  our  instant  duty  is  to 
dispose  of  the  Tariff  before  we  take  the 
Postal  or  any  other  question  in  hand. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Suspend  the  executicn 
until  we  have  made  our  wills. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Of  course,  <»ie  foresees 
that  upon  the  return  of  the  decisions  of  this 
House  to  another  place  an  interval  wilt 
occur.  It  is  not  proposed  that  it  shall  be 
lost,  but  to  proceed  as  far  as  possible  with 
some  necessary  questi<His  awaiting  solution, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Addi- 
ticHial  Estimates. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  had  not  even  ex- 
cluded that,  although  the  conduct  of  hon- 
orable gentlemen  opposite  hag  given  me  a 
full  opportunity  of  d<ung  so  if  I  so  desired. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  is  absolutely  inac- 
curate. It  is  a  mean  suggestion ;  it  is  be- 
lieath  contempt. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— On  the  contrary,  I 
wish  to  show  by  contrast  where  the  real 
willingness  to  deal  with  it  exists.  At  all 
events,  we  made  no  effort  to  talk  it  out, 
and  when  the  debate  was  likely  lo  be 
blocked  we  <^ered  to  carry  out  the  agree- 
ment to  decide  it  on  the  particular  day 
fixed. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^And  a  supporter  of  the 
h(Hi(»able  men^ber  spoiled  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— We  would  thus  have 
dealt  with  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  next  day. 

Mr.  Wilson. — That  is  too  thin. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  the  position  at 
which  we  would  have  arrived  but  for  the 
action  taken  by  honorable  members  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— I  supported  the  Prime 
Minister's  amendment,  and  he  then  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  have  not  willingly 
introduced  this  amtroversial  topic,  but  have 
endeavoured  to  ccwifine  myself,  so  far  as 
these  challenges  will  permit,  to  the  imme- 
diate matter  in  hand,  and  that  is  to  ask 
the  House— with  a  confident  expectation  of 
approval  from  all  parts  of  it — to  deal  with 
the  Tariff  on  this  day  week,  and  dispose  of 
it  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — This  day  week? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— To  meet  again  this  day 
we^'k  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the 

Mr.*  Henry  WteiPi^^T^^^^'^week  ? 
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Mr.  DEAKIN. — Not  one  moment  longer 
-do  we  (XHisent  to  ask  than  is  barely  neces- 
sary to  be  iprepared  with  oxir  pr<^)(»al&. 

Mr.  Henby  Willis. — Why  so  long?  Go 
on  with  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  next 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Easter  Tuesday?  One 
of  the  honorable  members  who  refused 
to  discuss  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill 
last  week  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook  and  Mr.  Kelly. — 
That  is  untrue. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Two  honorable  mem- 
bers have  declared  that  the  statement  just 
made  by  the  Prime  Minis^  was  not  true.  ■ 
r  ask  them  to  withdraw  that  expressKxi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  deference  to  parliamen- 
tary procedure,  sir,  I  do. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Mr.  Speaker,  parlia- 
mentary usage  requires  me  to  accept  the 
withdrawal,  but  I  have  no  desire  to.  What 
I  have  to  sutanit  to  the  House  is  that  we, 
by  meeting  next  week  and  disposing  of  the 
Tariff  as  soon  as  possible,  will  then  place 
ourselves  in  our  proper  relaticm  to  our  con- 
stitutents  on  that  questitxi. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  honorable  member 
think  that  he  will  get  a  quorum  next  Wed- 
nesday ? 

Mr.  Watson. — With  whnt  is  really  a  mo- 
tion of  censure  pending,  is  it  wise  to  touch 
anv  other  business  than  the  Tariff  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN— First  of  all,  I  do  not 
oraisider  thai  the  proposal  of  the  hmorable 
member  for  Gwydir  is  strictly  a  biotion  of 
censure. 

Mr.  Wilson. — The  honorable  gentlemui 
has  made  it  one. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Exactly.  We  were 
urged  by  its  mover  to  regard  it  as  a  per- 
fectly friendly  motion.  The  action  takw 
was  not  that  honorable  member's  fault,  nor 
iRas  it  the  fault  any  other  honorable 
member,  it  was  simply  in  the  discharge  of 
what  the  Government  believed  to  be  its 
duty.  But  that  is  a  matt^  with  which  I 
shall  take  an  c^portunity  of  dealing  when 
the  questicxi  comes  before  us  again.  It  is 
only  from  motives  of  our  own,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  cHir  own  policy,  that  we  feel 
obliged  to  treat  it  as  hostile.  But  that  is 
of  our  own  choice.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  moticm  itself  which  necessarily  con- 
veys a  reflection  on  this  Government. 
The  Government  do  not  recf^ise  that 
the  conditicffi  of  the  Postal  Depart- 
ment which  calls  for  special  treatment 
or  for  inquiry  has  been  brought  about  bv 
anv  legislative  or  administrative  action  of 
thnh  own  or  of  this  Parliament.    But  those 


questions  will  be  dealt  with  in  their  proper 
place.  Consequently,  although  there  has 
been  no  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  that  regard,  I  see  no  amstitu- 
tional  obstacle  to  the  House  proceeding 
with  business.  But  I  shall  endeavour  to 
meet,  as  far  as  possible,  the  wishes  of  the 
House  as  to  the  particular  business  to  be 
proceeded  with.  Fot  instance,  I  take  it 
that  the  Additional  Estimates  are  not  likely 
to  arouse  what  may  be  strictly  ccmsidered 
party  feeling. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^Tbere  will  be  a  lot  of 
discussion  upon  them. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— But  that  discusMon  will 
not  be  of  a  party  character. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  ijonorable  member 
is  a  person,  and  not  a  party.  With  him 
it  may  be  a  str(»ig  personal  question,  but 
it  will  not  be  a  party  questiMi.  Th«i  the 
question  of  the  Federal  Capital  Site  is  not, 
in  the  ordinary  soise  of  the  term — oc  in- 
deed in  any  aease — a  party  oie.  It  is  one 
upon  which  tiiere  is  a  strcxig  perscmal  feel- 
ing, and  in  respect  of  wbkb  there  are 
nati(Hial  oUigations. 

Mr.  Wiles. — It  ought  to  be  a  national 
question. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  should  be  dealt  with 
as  such.  Consequently  I  suggest  its  in- 
clusion in  the  list  of  matters  to  be  con- 
sidered. I  also  suggest — in  regard  to  a  mea- 
sure which  meets  with  the  unanimous  ap- 
probation of  the  House — the  omdderatiun 
of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill.  Upon  that 
measure  practical  unanimity  exists.  But 
dealing  with  business  in  advance,  it  is 
probable — or,  at  least,  we  may  hope — that 
when  the  Senate  has  the  Tariff  returned  to 
it,  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  any  amend- 
ments made  by  this  House  will  be 
so  luminously  apparent  that  we  shall  have 
it  returned  without  any  further  requests, 
and  thus  shall  not  be  required  to  occupy 
time  in  reconsidering  it.  At  all  events  our 
dbject  now  is  to  deal  with  the  Tariff  and 
with  no  other  question,  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  "utilizing  any  necessary  intervals  of 
parliamentary  time,  for  which  we  shall  not 
be  responsible.  So  far  as  is  possible  we 
are  anxious  to  deal  with  the  Tariff  and 
with  nothing  but  the  Tariff.  But  we  wish 
to  put  to  scwne  good  use  any  intervals  which 
may  occur. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Whilst  waiting  for  the 
return  of  that  measure  from  the  other 
Chamber  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— .Exacriy.^aJntend 
that  so  soon  asP'^^'CU^t&yPl^  Bill 
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and  the  Excise  Tariff  Bill  become  law — 
up(m  the  day  after,  or  upon  the  earliest 
day  after  that  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir  may  sug^iest — he  shall  have  an 
(^pwtunity  of  taking  up  his  present  motion 
at  the  stage  which  it  has  now  reached.  The 
day  after  the  Tariff  has  been  disposed  of, 
or  upon  the  earliest  day  after  that  he  may 

suggest  

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — ^Will  the  Prime 
Minister  **  square  "  them  all  in  the  mean- 
time? 

Mr.  DEAKTN.— To  do  that  I  should  re- 
quire, as  the  very  first  consideration,  to  ob- 
tain the  services  of  the  honorable  member 
who  interjects.  As  an  otpert  in  "  squaring  " 
nobody  surpasses  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Prime  Minister 
has  done  well  during  the  past  few  days 
without  his  aid. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — So  far  as  I  can  observe 
we  "have  not  *'  squared  "  the  circle,  and  to. 
discover  how  that  feat  is  to  be  aocomplished 
in  this  House  will  involve  very  intricate 
calculations. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  did  the 
htmcn-able  gentleman  "  square'*  himself? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  stand  "  four  square 
to  all  the  winds  that  blow  "  in  this  House, 
and  upon  no  questicm  is  that  more  simply 
demonstrated  than  it  is  upon  this  proposal 
that  the  House  shall  fulfil  its  duty  to  the 
txnintry  by  disposing  of  the  fiscal  question 
before  it  oxisidn's  or  disposes  of  any  other 
great  question  of  a  controversial  character. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^But  the  winds  have 
ceased  to  blow. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Whether  they  have 
ceased  to  blow  or  whether  they  rise  again, 
nothing  can  alter  the  necessity  of  the  pre- 
sent situation,  which  is  to  dispose  of  the 
fiscal  question.  In  public,  hcHvxable  mem- 
bers opposite  have  been  praying  for  that 
for  a  long  time  past,  and  honorable  mem- 
bers in  the  Opposition  comer  have  ap- 
parently desired  nothing  else.  There  can 
be  no  question  as  to  what  this  side  of  the 
House  wishes  in  the  matter.  Ctxise- 
quently,  I  believe  that  we  may  expect  an 
absolutelv  unanimous  vote  in  favour  of  ful*- 
filling  the  duty  of  Parliament  in  the  present 
situation.  I  have,  therefore,  great  pleasure 
in  moving  the  motion. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [2.57].— I 
think  that  we  may  all  a)ngratulate  the 
Prime  Minister  upon  his  apparent  recovery 
from  that  acute  fit  of  political  indigestioh 
from  which  he  was  suffering  on  Thursday, 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  last.  I 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  being  an  inhabitant 


of  Melbourne  during  the  past  three  or  four 
days,  but  I  have  sufficient  information  to 
know  that  the  members  of  the  Government 
have  passed  through  a  very  trying  time. 
So  have  my  tHxwrable  friends  below  the 
gangway. 

Mr.  Watson. — Who  told  the  right  honor- 
able member  that? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Do  not  worry  about  us. 

Mr.  REID. — I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
in  all  matters  affecting  the  position  of  the 
Government  and  their  self-respect  in  hold- 
ing o&oe  and  continuing  to  transact  public 
business  with  what  is  adoiittedly  a  vote  of 
censure  hanging  over  their  heads,  they  them- 
selves must  be  the  judges.  There  are  occa- 
sions when  a  Prime  Minister  and  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Govemmwit  may  have  to  take  a 
course  which  is  not  a  very  dignified  one, 
and  which  is,  perhaps,  not  a  very  agreeable 
one. 

Mr.  Deakin. — We  are  ready  to  accept  a 
challenge  now — at  this  very  moment. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  that  invitation 
to  a  challenge  has  all  the  attributes  attach- 
ing to  the  confidence  trick.  The  Prime 
Mmister  has  made  his  position  secure  for 
the  time  being,  and  now,  being  sure  of  his 
numbers,  he  challenges  me  to  throw  down 
the  gage  of  battle. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  challenged  the 
right  honorable  member  at  any  and  every 
time. 

Mr.  REID. — I  wish  to  say  that  the  crisis 
which  did  seem  to  have  arisen — it  seems 
now  that  there  is  no  crisis — was  not  brought 
abput  by  any  memb«'  upon  this  side  of  the 
House.  The  honorable  member  for  Gwy- 
dir is  in  a  position  to  know— and  every 
honorable  member  who  voted  with  him  on 
Thursday  night  knows— -that  in  no  way 
whatever  did  he  or  anv  other  member  of  the 
party  to  which  he  tielongs  infwm  me  of  his 
intention  to  take  the  step  which  he  did.  He 
took  that  step  entirelv  without  ^y  intima- 
tion to  me,  and  from  first  to  last  I  have 
not  exchanged  a  single  word  upMi  the  sub- 
ject either  with  the  honorable  member  him- 
self or  with  any  other  honorable  member  of 
his  party  who  voted  with  us  on  that  occa- 
sion. When,  therefore,  the  Prime  Minister 
accused  me  of  political  cajolery  in  in- 
fluencing members  of  the  Labour  Party  he 
gave  me  credit  for  more  than  I  deserve.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  made  no  such  endeavour, 
and  I  think  that  the  reflection  conveyed  by 
his  accusation  is  not  upon  me,  but  is  upon 
those  honorable  members  who  are  suspected, 
of  being  likely  to  be  influenced  bv 
any  advanceSo^gi^^^GbO^ 
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Because  we  stand  as  open  and  d.'eclared  an- 
tagcmists  in  politics ;  fortunately,  in  no 
other  way— ^t  least,  I  trust  so.  But  in 
politics'  we  stand  as  open  and  declared 
antagonists;  and  those  bcmorable  members 
would  not  be  likely  to  expect  me;  to  ask 
them  to  deviate  from  any  course  .which 
they  thought  to  be  right.  So  that  the  fact  re- 
mains that  the  difficulty  that  arose  on  Thurs- 
day night  was  in  no  way  created  by  hc«ior- 
able  members  on  this  side  of  the  House- 
Mr.  Johnson.— It  was  unfair  of  the 
Prime  Minister  to  sav  that  it  was. 

Mr.  REID.— But'l  should  like  to  say 
that  I  accept  the  statement  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister— that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  inliention  of  the  honorable  men^r  for 
Gwydir  ta  move  his  resolution  on  grievance 
day. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  never  said  so. 

Mr.  REID. — I  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  said,  <Hi  Thursday  nighty  that 
he  had  moved  his  motion  in  ignorance  of 
the  f«:t  that  Thursday  was  grievance  .day 
at  all.  I 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  made  an  arrangement 
for  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  and  there- 
fore moved  my  amendment  to  postpone  all 
grievance-day  moticms. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^The  half -past  5  ar- 
rangement, the  bon(»ablie  gentleman  refers 
to. 

Mr.  RETD.— I  am  not  talking  about 
that  arrangement. 

■  Mr.  Deakih. — ^No;  the  right  honorable 
member  does  not  want  to  talk  about  that  1 

Mr.  REID. — I  will  come  to  that  in  a 
moment.  What  I  want  to  say  now  is  that  I 
understood  the  Priiqe  Minister  to  state  that 
when  he  rose  to  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  grievance-day.  or<Jer,  he  was  not  aware 
of  the  intention  of  the  hcnorable  member 
for  Gwydir  to  move  an  amendment  on  that 
Order  of  the  Day. 

Mr.  Deakin.-^No. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  may  I  take  it  that 
the  honorable  gmtleman  did  know  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  knew  that  it  was  very 
probable. 

Mr.  REID. — Now  have  this  digni- 
fied Prime  Minister  in  his  true  li^t ! 
Knowing  that  it  was  very  probable  that  the 
.  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  would  exer- 
cise the  only  opportunity  he  had  during 
■the. month'  of  securing  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  the  questiMi-  of  the  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Commission,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter jumped  up  to  escape  from  his  proposi- 
tion ;  not  because  of  the  Capital  Site  qups- 
tibn-^— not  because  he  was  anxious  to  see 
^^J^  Capital'  Site  determined  in  New  South 


Wales — he  has  allowed  that  qi]esti<xi  to  slide 
for  six  years.  But,  when  he  knows  that 
the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir  is  going 
to  move  an  ammdment,  which  he  had  pre- 
viously been  informed  would  bp  'pressed  to 
a  division,  and  as  to  'whidi  he  had  been 
previousl)^  informed  diat  the  numbers  wue 
against  him-   , 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  had  not.  There  were 
sewral  other  motions  pending,  alsa 

Mr.  REID.— Oh,  were  there  ?■■  I  do  not 
wonder  that  the  h<xiorable  gentleman  goj 
a  bit  ','  jumpy  "  ?  There  is,  it  appears,  a 
network  of  other  motions  of  censure  fcx  the 
Ministry  to  get  entangled  in. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  believe  that  the  right 
honorable  member  was  aware  of  one  or  two 
of  them. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  altogether  wrong-. 
I  should  be  delighted  to  hear  of  them.  I 
should  always  be  glad  to  be  informed  when 
tuHiorable  members  in  the  comer  intend  tp 
,$ubmit  any  little  motion  of  censure  against 
the  Ministry.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
bad  not  be«i  confided  in  to  that  extent 

Mr.  Saluon. — It  was  r^orted  that. the 
right  honorable  member  had  promised  t9 
support  one  motion. 

Mr.  REID.— If  I  could  know  what  that 
was,  I  should  be  dtelighted  to  reply  to  the 
honorable  member's  statement.  What  nx>- 
tion  did  I  premise  to  suppOTt?  I  assure 
the  honorable  member  for  Laaneooorie  that 
I  should  like  to  know  what  the  subject  of 
the  motion  was.  But,  so  far  as  I  know,  no 
merhber  of  this  House  su^;e5ted  to  me  any 
action  against  this  Government  in  any 
shape  or  fwm,  * 

Mr.  Deakin. — None  of  the  motkxia 
were  adverse. 

Mr.  REID.^Will  the  honorable  gentle- 
man say  what  he  means  ?  How  can  I  off^ 
an  explanation  in  regard  to  a  matter  that 
is  not  plainly  stated  ?  Will  he  mention  the 
matter  to  which  he  refers? 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^We  were  tcAd  Uiat  the 
hrxiorable  member  for  Riveriha  was  going 
to  move  an  amendm«it  on  grievance  day, 
which  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  was  likely  to  support. 

Mr.  REID.— What?  A  motion  of  cen- 
sure from  the  httxvable  member  for 
Riverina  ? 

Mr.  Deakin. — No  cwisure,  but  a  motion. 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  asked  me  if  I  wosld  support  the 
appcnntment  of  a  Seitct  Committee  in  re- 
ference td  some  matter  that  be  had  ven- 
tilated in  this  House,  and  I  told  him  aS 
once  that  I  would.  Surgly  there  is  to 
motion  ot  .censure,Jfeefels^oOgle  • 
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Mr.  Deakin. — No  one  talks  of  a  motion 
of  censure. 

Mr.  REID.— I  took  the  view  that  I  have 
always  expressed  in  this  House.  I  do  not 
care  who  the  man  is — when  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  to  act  judicially,  and  when  a 
charge  is  levelled  a^fainst  a  man  to  which 
be  has  no  opportunity  of  replying,  I  will, 
under  those  circumstances,  vote  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee  at  the 
iastance  of  any  member  of  this  House, 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  did  not  tell  the  right 
honorable  member  I  was  going  to  move  on 
that  particular  day. 

Mr.  REID. — No;  the  honorable  member 
gave  me  no  idea  as  to  when  he  was  gok^ 
to  move.  I  concluded  that  he  was  gdog  to 
take  action  on  grievance  day.  But  I  had 
-no  idea  of  any  mOve  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  conneiion. 

Mr.  Deakin. — Not  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  it  was  not  intended  against  the 
Government. 

Mr.  KEID. — ^I'hat  is  the  trouble  which 
we  have  had  in  tiiis  atuati(»i.  It  was  open 
for  the  Govemlnait  to  take  that  motion 
and  get  it  pi«tpon^  or  treated  ns  tht.y 
'liked.  But  whsLt  I  wish  to  say' is  ihist  If 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir  wants 
to  be  secure  of  a  chance  of  proceeding  with 
ills  motion  this  session — and  the  Govern- 
ment I  understand  have  promised  that  he 
"will  have  a  proper  opportunity  of  pro- 
ceeding with  it  duritig  this  session  

Mr.  Watson.— Immediately  pfter  the 
Tariff  is  disposed  of.  . 
■  Mr.  REID.— Immediately  after  the 
Tariff  is,  dealt  with.  If  that  be  so,  I 
do  not  want  to  disturb  that  positic^  at 
all.  I  am  '  satisfied  so  long  .as  the 
honcvable  member  will  ^have  that  oppor- 
tunity. But  I '  must  say  that  I  think 
that  the  Prime  Minister — I  am  sure  it  W9s 
not  done  designedly — forgot  the  cn-dinary 
&>nrtesies  that  were  due  to  me  in  relation 
to  this  matter."  When  an  a^angement  had 
■been  made  between  two  leaders  in  accordance 
■with  which  the  head  of  a  Government  pro- 
posed to  take- a  certain  course  of  action,  I 
think  it  was  due  to  me  that  the  Prime  Min- 
ister should  have  told  me  what  he  was;  g'ing 
to  move  and  why  hte  was  going  to  .move  it. 
The  honorable  gentleman  gave  me  no  hint. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  is  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  why  I  withdrew  my  am«idment  on 
Thursday,  when  the  right  honorable  member 
t<)ok  exception  to  it. 

Mr.  REID.— r  think  that  it  is  far  better 
in  our :  relations  when  an  .arrangement  has 
been  made  and  anything  is  likely  to  upset 


it,  that  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  leader 
of  the  GppositicHi  should  consult  about  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  did  not  know  that  there 
would  be  any  differeoce  of  opinion.  But 
the  right  hoDCwable  member  d>jected,  and 
I  witlulrew  my  amendment. 

Mr.  REID,— There  might  fairly  be  a 
difiference  of  <^inion.  The  h^iwable  mem^ 
ber  for  Gwydir  took  advantage  of  the  only  , 
chance  he  had. 

Mr.  Deakin. — ^No. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  the  view  which  I 
think  he  toc^,  and  I  think  most  of  us  toi  Jc 
the  same  view. 

Mr.  Dkakin. — It  was  not  my  view. 

Mr.  REID. — ^There  was  every  desire  to 
ciose  the  session  very  shortly,  and  the  only 
other  dianoe  .which  the  honorable  member 
had  would  be  in  a  month's  time. 

Mr.  DEiUUN. — He  could  have  moved  next 
day. 

Mr.  REID.— We  consulted  Mr.  Speaker 
and  got  a  decision.  How  could  the  hon- 
orable member  have  brought  the  questi(»i 
forward  ? 

Mr.  Deakin.— On  the  Additional'  Esti- 
mates. 

Mj.  REID.— That  is  unworthv  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  How  ccxild  the  hcmorable 
member  fot  Gwydir  move  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Rc^al  Ccmmissic^  on  an  item 
in  the  Additi<xial  Estimates? 

Mr.  Deakin! — He  oould  move  for  the 
reductwn  of  a  vote  for  the  Post  and  Tele* 
graph  Department,  l^  way  of  signifying 
what  he  desired. 

Mr.  REID. — There  is  a  proper  way  erf 
dealing  with  a  pr(^)ositicm  of  this  sort. 
Only  trouble  could  arise  out  of  an  indirect 
method.  The  only  method  whidi  the  horn- 
orable  member  had  of  bringing  forward  his 
proposition  in  a  distinct  way  was  by  fol- 
kiwii^  the  course  which  he  adopted.  Prit 
vate  business  has  been  abandoned  for  the 
rest  of  this  session.  No  private  member 
can  bring  anything  before  the  House  unless 
in  the  way  which  the  hcmorable  m^ber 
for  Gwydir  adapted.  I  did  not  desire  tp 
Sv-e  the  honorable  member  deprived  of  his 
fair  arid  legitimate  opportunity  of  proposing 
a  thing  which  I  heartily  approved  of.  I  did 
not  want  him  to  be  deprived  of  that  oppor- 
tunity by  what  seemed  to  be  sharp  practice 
■ — ^because  the  effect  of  it  wa&  sharp  prac- 
tice. The  effect  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Prime  Minister  for  adjourning  grievance 
day  would  have  been  to  .deprive  the  hon- 
orable member  of  his  ORportunity  for  a 
month.  Woul^^|hj^^(@5^e*^eaUng 


10470       Supjiy  {Formal):   [REPRESENTATIVES.]    Miniaterial  Statement. 


with  the  honorable  member  fairly?  What 
I  de»red  to  do  was  this :  An  amendment 
was  actually  drafted  to  carry  out  the  under- 
taking of  the  Prime  Minister.  We  were 
goin^  to  propose  an  amendment  in  place 
of  hiBt  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been 
that  we  should  have  gone  on  with  the 
Capital  Site  question,  and  the  Government 
would  also  have  given  the  h<KiorabIe 
member  for  Gwydir  an  opportunity  of 
proceeding  with  his  motion  immediately 
that  question  was  disposed  of.  That 
amendment  was  written  out  at  the  table, 
but  before  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
suggesting  it,  the  Prime  Minister  rose,  and 
asked  leave  to  withdraw  his  amendment.  I 
rose  to  suggest  the  course  that  I  had  re- 
solved upon,  but  Mr.  Speaker  very  pro- 
perly informed  me  that  .  there  could 
be  no  debate  on  the  question  of 
withdrawal.-  I  had  no  opportunity, 
therefore,  of  endeavouring  to  solve  the 
question  in  a  manner  that  would  have 
been  just  ■to  the  Government,  just 
to  the  Capital  Site  question .  and 
fair  to  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir. 
I  had  to  accept  the  request  of  the  Frime 
Minister  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  motion.  But  to  me  it  will  be  wonderful 
if  it  turns  out  that  honorable  members 
knowing  on  Thursday  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwvdir  was  f^ng  to  take  the 
action  that  he  did — and  I  am  told  that  it 
was  well  known  in  the  a>rrid<»rs  durii^  the 

day  that  he  intended  to  do  so  

Mr.  Watson. — Many  of  the  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  were  not  aware  of  his 
intention. 

Mr.  Webstek. — ^The  fact  that  my  notice 
of  motion  had  disappeared  from  the  busi- 
ness-paper was  sufficient  to  indicate  what 
I  intended  to  do. 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  remarkable  that  the 
Govemnf»ent  did  not  notice  that  it  had  been 
removed. 

Afr.  Deakin. — I  knew  that  the  notice  of 
motion  had  been  dropped  from  the  notice- 
paper,  and  rect^ised  what  that  might 
mean. 

Mr.  REID. — Did  the  honorable  member 
know  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwvdir  was  about? 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  have  said  so. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  it  is  a  novel  action 
on  the  part  of  a  Prime  Minister — to  at- 
tempt to  jockey  off  the  business-paper  a 
motion  which  he  regarded  as  one  of  cen- 

Mr.  Deakin. — There  was  no  jockeying. 


Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  do  that  and  to  attribute 
his  action  to  a  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  advocates  of  the  early  settlement  ot 
the  Capital  Site  question.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  was  really  studying  the  lift  and 
existence  of  his  own  Ministry. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Rubbish. 

Mr.  REID. — At  all  events  that  is  my 
view. 

Mr.  Deakin. — At  that  time  I  thought 
that  the  am&ndment  proposed  to  be  moved 
by  the  hcMiorable  member  for  Gwydir  would 
be  defeated  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  REID. — There  seems  to  have  been 
a  sudden  development  since  then. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Absolute  unanimity  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  REID. — Dpes  the  honorable  member 
say  that  we  were  not  within  our  rights  in 
exercising  our  h<KKSt  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  appointmoit  of  a  Royal  Commission  ? 

Mr.  Maloney. — But  was  it  the  exetci>fe 
of  an  honest  opinion? 

Mr.  REID. — I  believe  that  on  the  merit* 
of  the  questiwi  there  are  few  honorable 
members  on  the  Government  side  of  the 
House  who  would  not  vote  straight  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commissirai  to  in- 
quire into  the  administration  of  the  Post- 
master-General's Department.  Do  I  under* 
stand  that  honor^le  members  of  Uie 
Labour  Party  are  opposed  to  a  Royal  Com- 
mission being  appointed? 

Mr.  Hall.— -Several  of  than  are. 

Mr.  REID.— But  a  great  number  of 
them  are  not  This  is  one  ^f  the  inoon- 
veniences  of  our  present  position  

Mr.  Watson. — We  are  divided,  but  the 
Caucus  party  opposite — the  Opposition — 
are  solid. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
solidarity  party  ought  to  complain  if  occa- 
sionallv  the  Opposition  has  a  spasm  of 
solidarity.  Hcxiorable  members  who  yeA 
after  year  stand  tc^ether  as  solid  as 
adamant  might  occasionally  allow  honor- 
able members  below,  the  gangway  and  Ute 
OppofiiticHi  to  vote  tc^ether.  That  does 
not  occur  very  often. 

Mr.  Watson.— Look  at  the  objective 
they  had. 

Mr.  Hughes. — And  the  luxury  of  it. 

Mr.  REID. — It  was  rather  an  enj<w- 
ment ;  and  I  frankly  admit  that  I  was 
never  more  surprised  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  must  have  been  the 
result  of  the  caucus  meetings  that  honor- 
able members  opposite  have  been  holding 
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Mr.  REID.— I  haw  held  none. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  Opposition  have. 

Mr.  REID. — Might  I  suggest  that  these 
temporary  vicissitudes  are  very  likely  to 
Docur  in  a  House  in  which  the  Ministerial 
support  is  in  itself  so  slight  Ministers, 
in  the  ranks  of  thfir  supporters,  have  not 
one  representative  of  Queensland,  Western 
Australia,  or  South  Australia.  They  have 
only  two  representatives  of  New  South 
Wales  ■ 

Mr.  Deakin.— Does  not  the  Attorney- 
General  represent  Queensland? 

Mr.  HEID. — In  the  ranks  of  thdr  sup- 
porters the  Ministry  have  (Mily  two  repre- 
sentatives of  New  South  Wales  and  one  re- 
presentative of  Tasmania.  If  five  or  six 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  at  any  time 
asserted  their  independent  ccmvictions  on  a 
matter  of  oxisiderable  importance  on  which 
they  felt  strongly  they  would  certainly  cause 
a  crisis.  The  position  of  the  Government  is 
such  that  a  crisis  would  occur  at  any  time 
that  five  or  six  honorable  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  differed  from  them  on  an 
important  matter  such  as  is  that  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  administration  of  a  De- 
partment of  the  Public  Service.  The  Op- 
pOQtion  are  not  to  blame.  I  do  not  think 
they  are  ashamed  of  the  vote  they  gave.  I 
do  not  think  that  we  have  reached  a  position 
in  which  any  honorable  member  is  a  bit 
ashamed  of  the  vote  he  gave.  The  crisis 
has  been  caused  by  six  or  seven  members  of 
the  Labour  Party  exercising  their  honest 
convictions  on  an  important  matter  without 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Governnient. 
We  are  not  responsible  fOT  that.  It  is 
rather  too  bad  to  expect  us  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Government,  although  it 
would  be  very  convenient  for  them  if  we 
always  did  sa  They  have  had  our  votes 
more  than  once  to  save  them  when  the 
Labour  Party  have  been  against  t^em,  and 
they  expect  us  when  six  or  seven  honcvable 
members  of  that  party  break  away,  to  rush 
to  their  assistance  and  patch  up  their  posi- 
tion. I  do  not  think  an  Opposition  can 
fairly  be  expected  to  perform  that  service 
for  the  Government  unless  there  is  involved 
a  matter  of  principle  on  which  they  are  in 
agreement  with  the  Ministry.  Unfortu- 
nately on  the  occasion  under  review  we 
were  absolutely  opposed  to  the  Government. 
We  felt  that  a  Royal  Commission  should 
be  appointed,  and  the  only  ,  course  open  to 
us  was  to  vote  for  the  bonwable  member 
for  Gwydir's  proposition.  I  can  only  say 
that  if  the  bonwable  member  for  Gwydir 


accepts  the  annpromisg  proposed  by  the 
Prime  Minister  I  accept  it  with  him.  I 
raise  no  point  upon  it,  feeling  sure  that  he 
will  carry  his  proposal  to  a  straight  out 
issue  when  the  proper  time  comes.  As  to 
the  Tariff,  could  any  one  have  a  greater 
interest  in  getting  it  out  of  the  way  than 
die  Opposition  have?  The  Oppositim  is 
absolutely  powerless  so  long  as  the  fiscal 
questicMi  remains  unsettled;  consequently, 
the  Prime  Minister,  so  far  as  party  interests 
are  concerned,  has  taken  a  course  which  is 
just  as  advantageous  to  the  Opposition  as 
it  is  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  Watsom. — It  is  advantageous  to  all 
parties— let  the  situation  be  .z^olved. 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  advantageous  to  all 
parties.  I  urged  at  the  last  general  election 
that  we  should  allow  the  fiscal  question  to 
remain  undisturbed— that  the  Tariff  should 
remain  aa  it  was — but  a  large  majority  of 
the  elects  deci<ted  that  the  fiscal  question 
should  be  re-t^ned.  To  complete  it  and 
put  it  aside  now  that  it  has  been  re-opened 
is  an  interest  cwnmon  to  all  parties  in  this 
ParliamCTt,  and  it  will  be  well  for  the 
Commwi wealth  when  that  has  been  dcme. 
That  being  so,  the  actual  result  of  this 
arrangement  will  not  be  harmful— it  will 
probably  be  beneficial  so  long  as  the  matter 
respecting  which  we  have  been  so  much  in 
earnest  is  not  pushed  a»de.  I  hope  now 
that  this  storm  is  over  we  shall  be  able  to 
go  to  our  respective  homes  and  enjoy  a 
very  pleasant  Easter. 

Mr.  Chanter. — By  way  of  persfHial  ex- 
planation I  wish  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
from  remarks  which  have  been  made  it 
might  be  inferred  that  I,  as  a  Ministerial 
supporter,  had  approached  the  leader  of  the 
Opposition  with  a  view  to  inducing  him  to 
suppwt'  me  in  a  motion  antagonistic  to  the 
Government. 

Jlr.  RwD. — ^The  honorable,  member  did 
not  do  so. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  did  not  approach  the 
question  in  that  fcKm. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  member  ob- 
tained in  open  debate  the  suppcfft  of  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  obtained  his  support 
in  common  with  that  of  a  number  of  hon- 
orable members  in  all  parts  of  the  House. 
I  mada  it  known  that  I  intended  to  avail 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  press 
upon  the  House  a  inoti(xi  of  whidi  I  had 
given  notice,  and  I  asked  the  leader  of  the 
OppositicHi,  as  an  individual,  what  his 
views  were  an  the  subject.  I  was  aware 
at  the  time  th^^^^^  E©K3§fcM» 
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brought  on  and  carried  on  a  division  the 
Government  would  not  regard  it  as  a  vote 
of  censure. 

Mr.  Reid. — Did  the  Prime  Minister 
say  so?. 

Mr.  Chanter.— No;  but  the  Prime 
Minister  himself  a  few  days  before  the 
occasion  in  question  had  eideavoured  to 
secure  £or  me  an  opportunity  to.  stdnnit  the 
moticMi  to  the  Hijuse.  I  was  therefore 
quite  right  in  doing  what  I  did  to  secure 
an  opportunity  to  carry  it.  Z  can  assure  the 
Prime  Minister  that,  when  speaking  to  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  was  careful  not 
to  indicate ,  when  I  intended  to  submit  the 
motion,  and  I  repeat  that  it  was  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  Gov«nunent  would  not 
regard  the  carrying  of  the  motitxi  as  a  vote 
of  (^sure  upon  them,  that  I  took  acticffu 
Having  done  that,  I  sought,  support  for  it 
in  every  part  of  the  House,  and  the  support 
of  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydnfcy  as  well  as  that  of  other  honorable 
members.  I  have  spoken  now  merely  with 
the  desire  to  remove  what  seemed  to  me  to 
be  an  impression  that  I  was  doing  some- 
thing that  was  unfaithful  to  my  party. 

Mr.  Deakin.— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)'  [3.20].— I 
felt  sure  that  the  course  which  the  Prime 
Minister  has  proposed  to-day  would  meet 
with  almost  unanimous  support  in  the  coun- 
try, but'  I  ,  was  not  so  sure  that  it  would  be 
received  with  such  unanimitv  in  this  House. 
I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  gentleman's 
declaration  that  the  Government  intend  to 
proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff 
until  it  becomes  Uw  has  been  receiwd'wjth 
so  much -favour -in  every  quarter  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — It  was  inescapable. 
Mr.  Reid. — If  thev  are  prepared  to  stand 
,it.  we  a,Te. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  position  brought 
about  is,  in  my  opiniqp,  a  \'ery  prdmismg 
one. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook; — Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir  agree  with  it?. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  have  to  say  as  regards 
the  position  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Gwydir  that  the  course  proposed  by  the 
Prime  Minister  involves  merely  the  post- 
ponement of  the  matter  in  which  the  hon- 
orable member  is  interested  until  the  Tariff 
is  out  of  the  way.- 

Mr.  Reid. — I  accept  that. 

-Mr.  Joseph  Coos; — Does  the  honorable 
member  for  Cwydtr^  therefore,  agree  to  th^ 
proposal  ? 


Mr.  FISHER.— When  it  is  convenient 
to  do  so  I  am  always  very  glad  to  answer 
interjections,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
main  object  for  which  the  House  assonbled 
to-day  has  been  accomplished,  and  it  would 
be  of  Ac  use  to  debate  other  questions.  I 
presume  that  honorable  members  wish  to 
catch  the  Inter-State  trains  that  they  may 
enjoy  a  week's  holidav  in  their  homes.  We 
have  every  assurance  that  the  important 
question  dealt  with  in  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Gwydir  will  be  fully 
discussed,  and  that  an  ample  opportunity 
will  be  given  the  House  to  arrive  at  some 
conclusion  upon  it.  The  question  to  which 
it  must  give  place  is  one  which  concerns,  the 
country  rather  than  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  every,  one  will  be  exceedingly 
glad  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  under- 
taken to  complete  its  consideraticui  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  I  wish  to  sug- 
gest to  the  h(Miorable  gentleman  that  it  15 
doubtful  whether  any  other  business  should 
be  permitted  to  intervene  between  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Tariff  and  the  resumption  of 
the  debate  on  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir.  I  congratulate  the 
House  upon  the  wav  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister's  motion  has  been  received. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [3.23].— I 
have  no  apobgies  to  offei  for  anything  that 
may  have  happened  since  the  last  meeting 
of  the  House.  I  set  out  to  deal  with  the 
matter  covered  by.  mv  motion  in  no  party 
spirit,  and  without  any  desire  -to  make  it 
a  party  question.  The  re-adjustment  of  the 
-wrongs  that  are  known  to  exist  in  the  Pos^ 
and  Telegraph  Department  should,  in  my 
.opinion,  be  a  matter  absolutely  above  all 
party  interests. 

Mr.  Heniiy  Wilus. — ^Why  did  not  the- 
htmorable  member  suppwt  my  moticxi?  • 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  Wish  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson  would  say  sOTiething 
relevant  or  intelligible  when  he  speaks.  86 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Cwnmission  to  iih- 
quire  into  matters  which  I  think  can  only 
be  properly  investigated  by  such  a  body. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  very  much  consequence 
to  me  by  what  means  the  appointment  of 
such  a  Commission  is  secured.  That  is 
proved  by  what  I  said  on  Thursday  even- 
mg,  and  by  the  fact  that  I  stepped  across 
to  the  other  side  of  the  House  when  the 
question  of  the  adjournment  of  the  delxite 
-came  to  a  vote,  b«:ause  I  thought  that  by 
.dnng  so  I  was  adopting  the  best  means  to 
i)ring  obout  the  r«g^^LL^@efe^e  t**"* 
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loocasi(xi,  it  appeared  to  me  evident  that 
the  Ministry  were  not  prepared  to  give  de- 
finite time  for  bringing  my  moticm  to  an 
■issue,  and  that  is  why  I  voted  as  I  did. 
At  present,  however,  I  have  an  assurance 
that  the  House  will-  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  record  a  vote  on  my  motiOT,  and,  con- 
.sequently,  I  feel  assured  that  Z  shall  be 
.able  in  the  near  future  to  secure  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Ro^al  CcxnmissicHi  to  in- 
,quire  into  the  adnunistraticwi  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Then  the  Government  are 
going  to  give  the  h(HiorabIe  member  his 
Royal  Commission? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— As  I  now  feel  satis- 
fied that  that  will  very  probably  be  the  re- 
'sult,.  I  have  no  loni^ei  aity  desire  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  the  spirit  which  actuated 
me  on  Thursday  evening. 

Mr.  Wilson.— Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  assured  that  he  will  get  the 
'Royal  CtMnmission? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— T  am  assured  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Corangamite  will  not 
■get  on  to  this  side  of  the  House.  That 
may  be  a  disappointment  to  the  honorable 
member,  but  I  have  no  desire  to  help  him 
over  here.  I  can  honestly  say  that,  hav- 
ing had  an  opportunity  to  review  the  posi- 
tion since  Thursday  evening,  I  havje  found 
,that  to  have  pressed  my  motion  to  a  vote 
on  Thursday  might  not  have  resulted  in  the 
attainment  of  tt^  object  for  whidi  I  moved 
it.  I  prefer  to  take  no  chances  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  to  accept  a  proposal  which  will 
lead  to  the  attainment  of  the  object  I  have 
in  view — a  thorough  investigation  of  and 
Teport  upon  the  Department  in  which  I 
have  interested  myself.  T  repeat  that  I 
■have  no  apolc^ies  to  offer  for  taking  the 
course  I  did.  It  is  not  my  mission  to  put 
Governments  out  of  office,  or  to  serve  the 
Opposition.  It  is  rather  my  mission  to 
serve  the  pec^le,  and  that  is  what  I  have 
tried  to  do  in  the  most  effective  and  disin- 
terested way  possible  under  existing  con^ 
ditions. 

'  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
.26].— I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
ouse  for  more  than  a  few  minutes,  and 
I  certainly  should  not  have  spoken  this 
kfterhoon  but  for  the  extra^dinary  state- 
ment of  the  Prime  Minister  with  regard  to 
the  action  of  honorable  members  on  this 
'side  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the 
^Federal  Capital  Site.  The  honorable  gen- 
tlemaii  has  been  pleased  to  make  some 
statements,  which,  if  they  had  been  made 
outside,  I  should  dismiss  with  a  very  short 
:word  (rf  three  letter*^  


Mr.  Deakin. — ^The"  hcmorable  member 
cannot  spell  "  true  "  in  thr^e  letters? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Which  the  rule's 
of  the  House  prevent  mc  from  using  to 
describe  those  statements  in  this  Chamber. 
I,  therefore,  content  myself  by  saying  that 
in  repeating  what  he  had  already  said  when 
interviewed  by  representatives  of  the  press,- 
the  Prime  Minister  has,  this  afternoon, 
made  some  statiements  which  are  absolutely 
incorrect,  and  for  which  there  is  not  a- 
tittle  of  justification.  What  happened 
on  Thursday  afternoon?  Honorable  mem- 
bers are  aware  that  the  honc»able  member 
fcMT  Gwydir  was  anxious  to  discuss  the  ques- 
ti(xi  of  an  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  but  the 
moment  the  House  met  the  Prime  Minister, 
with  an  acrobatic  swiftness  which  has 
never  been  equalled  here,  jumped  in 
ahead  of  the  h<Hiorable  member  with  an 
amendment  declaring  that  the  consideration 
of  that  question  shcxild  be  postponed  imtil 
the  following  day,  knowing,  when  he  did 
so,  that  the  question  could  not  be  discussed 
0(1  the  morrow. 

Mr.  Deakin. — knew  that  it  could ;  and 
I  know  that  now. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  knowing 
as  we  now  know  that  he  took  the  course  he 
did  in  order  to  prevent  the  hwiorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  gcong  on  with  his  motion 
at  all  

Mr.  Deakin. — Or  any  other  honorable 
member  with  his  mc^im.  There  were 
three. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  was  the 
first  thing  that  happened?  I  took  a  point 
of  order  that  the  question  could  not  be  de- 
bated on  the  morrow,  and  asked  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  few  your  ruling.  You,  sir,  told 
the  House  very  plainly  that  the  carrying 
of  the  Prime  Minister's  amendment  meant 
the  shelving  of  the  questicwi  for  three 
weeks.  Before  the  amendment  was  with- 
drawn, I  objected  to  it,  and  for  the  reason 
that  I  was  drafting  at  the  table  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Gwydir's  motion  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Post  and  Tel^aph  Depart- 
ment should  come  on  for  discussion  on  the 
day  after  the  decision  of  the  House  had 
been  taken  on  the  Federal  Capital  Site 
question.  It  was  cmly  when  the  Prime 
Minister,  watching  me  drafting  the  amend- 
ment, and  waging  me  hand  it  to  my 
chief          -        ■  .  ■ 

Mr.  Deakin. — Watching  the  hwiorable 
inember?  I  had  not  the  slighttst  idea 
what  the  honorabteiiiiKttdito^QQ^A^g. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-iThe  honorable 
gentleman  bounded  to  his  feet  the  nxment 
niy  amendment  was  handed  back  to  me  b^ 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Sir  WiLLUM  Lyne. — The  Prime  Minis- 
ter knew  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  venture  to 
say  that  honorable  members  who  imagine 
that  the  Prime  Minister  has  been  acting 
with  the  utmost  simplicity  and  straightfor- 
wardness in  this  matter  know  nothing 
about  the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Point  by 
point  we  are  getting  out  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  the  information  that  he  knew  of 
this  motim  Icmg  before,  and  did  his  best 
to  circumx-ent  it.  Will  the  Prime  Minister 
say  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  matter  two 
days  before? 

Mr.  Dkakin. — I  shall  say  nothing  more 
to  the  honorable  member,  but  I  shall  say 
something  of  him  presently. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Will  the  Prime 
Minister  say  that  he  was  not  warned  two 
days  before  that  the  matter  would  be 
serious  ? 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear ;  and  then  he 
made  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— T  challenge  the 
Prime  Minister  to  deny  the  statement. 
These  are  the  fact&  of  the  situation,  and 
for  the  Prime  Minister  to  say  that  we  were 
trying  to  block  the  Federal  Capital  ques- 
tion  

Mr.  Deakin. — Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  idle  for 
the  Prime  Minister  to  say  that  we  were 
trying  to  block  the  Federal  Capital  ques- 
tion, when  we  were  seeking  by  every  means 
in  our  power  to  provide  that  it  should  take 
precedence  of  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Gwydir.  I  think  it  right  to 
make  this  explanaticm  as  to  what  actually 
took  place  on  Thursday  last.  We  did  not 
c^ject  to  the  Prime  Minister's  amendment — 
we  took  no  exception  to  it.  What  we  did 
want  to  provide,  however,  was  that  the  mat- 
ter should  not  be  postponed  for  three  weeks, 
and  we  endeavoured  to  secure  that  the 
Federal  Capital  question  should  not  also  be 
shelved.  These  two  desires  were  in  no 
way  inconsistent.  The  Prime  Minister,  of 
all  others,  was  the  htxiorable  member  who, 
after  declaring  that  the  Capital  Site  question 
should  be  decided  at  an  early  date,  did  his 
best  to  postpone  it  for  at  least  three  weeks. 
On  him,  therefore,  is  the  responsibility  for 
anv  delay  that  has  taken  place  in  regaix]  to 
the  settlement  of  that  question.  I  do  not 
mind  telling  the  Prime  Minister  something 
else  about  the  Federal  Capital  questim,  if 


it  will  do  him  any  good.  I  do  not  mind 
saving  that,  so  far  as  I  am  anxxrned,  a 
delay  of  a  day  or  two  will  not  hurt.  That 
I  wish  the  Prime  Minister  to  understand, 
and  I  hope  he  is  satisfied  now. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — This  looks  pro- 
mising for  Dalgety  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  see,  things  do  look  a  little  promising 
for  Dalgety  just  now. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Time  fights  on 

our  side  I' 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  believe  time  U 
fighting  a  little  on  the  side  of  the  honorable 
member  just  now,  and  doubtless  that  is  why 
he  looks 'so  pleasant.   My  answer  to  all  the 
jibes  of  the  Prime  Minister  is  that  we  do 
not  object  to  the  postponement  of  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  qiiestion  for  one  or  two  days. 
This  has  been  a  mock  political  crisis — a 
sham  affair — all  through.      It  has  been 
pathetic  to  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
desire  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  resign  office, 
and  of  his,  only  at  the  last  moment,  con- 
senting to  remain  in  office.    These  repwts 
may  or  may  not  be  correct;  the  Prime 
Minister  has  not  said  one  word  on  the 
matter.    But  we  have  seen  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  this  kind  of  mood  before.  His 
attitude  to-day  is,  "  I  do  not  wish  to  re- 
main a  minute  in  office,  but  for  heaven's 
sake  do  what  you  can  to  keep  me  here!  *' 
That  is  the  explanation  of  what  has  gone 
on  during  the  last  week-end.     Where  is 
the  Government  Whip?     That  gentlemau 
never  had  such  a  busy  time  in  his  life  as 
he  has  had  in  squaring  matters  outside; 
and  the  result  of  it  all  is  that  the  Prime 
Minister  has  consented  to  retain  oflSce,  in 
order  to  put  the  Tariff  throti^.  There 
may  be  some  danger  to  the  Tariff  in  conse- 
quence of  a  possible  change  in  the  Min- 
istry, but,  personally,  I  confess  I  do  not 
see  what  that  danger  is,  having  regard  to 
the  position  of  the  Tariff  in  this  House. 
The  Government,  however,  seem  to  scent 
some  danger,  and  even  the  scenting  of  dan- 
ger was  a  sufficient  appeal  to  the  Prime 
Minister  to  take  the  steps  he  has  taken  dur- 
ing the  last  week-end  to  ultimately  persuade 
my  honorable  friends  in  the  corner  to  take 
the  acticm  they  propose  to-day.    I  .should 
like  to  know  where  we  now  stand.    We  src 
told  that  the  motion  of  the  htmOTable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  is  to  be  postponed  until  the 
Tariff  is  out  of  the  way.     But  what  is 
meant  bv  the  "  Tariff  "  ?     Do  the  Govern- 
ment mean  by  the  "  Tariff  "  the  schedule 
of  requests  that  is  now  befwe  the  House? 
Are  my  friends  o|,J^,^^^@©^^toing 


Sujtfly  ( Formal) : 


[15  Apul.  1908.3 


MinitUrittt  Statement.  10475 


to  assist  the  Government  to  put  this  Tariff 
on  the  statute-book  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  then  trust  to  luck  as  to  Uie 
complemental  part  of  the  *'  new  pro- 
tection "  in  which  they  are  so  interested? 
Does  dealing  with  the  Tariff  mean  deal- 
ing  also  with  the  "  new  protfiction," 
or  are  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
going  to  deliberately  assist  the  Go- 
vernment to  pass  the  ,  Tariff  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  and  then,  it  may 
be,  aid  in  putting  the  Government  out  of 
office  before  the  "new  protection"  pro- 
posals are  dealt  with  ?  If  that  be  so,  I 
can  only  congratulate  them  on  their  atti- 
tude. 

Mr.  HtrrcHZSON. — The  honc^able  mem- 
ber is  in  favour  of  the  "  new  protection  *'  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  ought  to  be  under  no  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  my  attitude  on  that  ques- 
ticm.  It  is  for  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  bear  his  own  jesponsitMlitv  j 
I  have  no  right,  and  I  do  not  pro- 
pcffie,  to  quibble  at  any  vote  he  may  give. 
But  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  after  the 
specific  declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister 
that  the  new  and  the  old  protection  are  in- 
dissolubly  botmd,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
we  have  a  right  to  have  it  made  clear 
whether  the  postponement  of  the  motion  of 
the  hcmorable  member  for  Gwydir  is  to  be 
until  the  complete  protection  proposals  have 
been  dealt  with,  or  only  until  the  old  pro- 
tection proposals  have  been  plarad  on  the 
statute-book?  That  is  a  questicm  on  which 
I  should  expect  to  hear  something  from  my 
honorable  friends  in  the  Labour  corner. 
I  dare  sav  they  have  made  up  their  minds, 
and  I  onlv  throw  this  hint  out,  because  I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  the  complete 
proposals  of  the  Government  amount  to. 
As  I  said  before,  this  "  crisis  "  has,  in  my 
judgment,  been  a  sham  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  threatened  resignation  ivas  a 
sham — thetc  ,  never  was  a  rengnati(xi» 
threatened  or  intended.  This  is  simply  a 
repetition  of  tactics  on  the  part  of  the 
Prime  Minister  with  which  we  are  bj'  this 
time  well  acquainted,  and  they,  therefore, 
cause  us  no  surprise,  I  s^y  now,  as  I  have 
said  during  the  whole  of  the  last  week-end, 
that  there  will  be  no  resignation,  and  that 
no  resigoation  was  ever  intended  by  the 
Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [3.37]  — I 
have  never  beard  the  honorable  nnember  for 
Parramatta  speak  without  something  of 
bittemesss.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  altogether 
what  the  honorable  member  says,  but  "  it's 


the  narsty  way  'e  ses  it."  Of  course,  the 
old  fable  of  the  fox  and  the  grapes  will 
naturally  recur  to  honorable  members. 
There  was  one  word  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
fran  the  hcffiorable  member  f<x  Parra- 
matta, and  that  had  reference  to  his  charge 
of  an  absence  of  straightfc^ardness. 
When  the  hwiorable  member  was  a  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party,  I  know  that  we 
wished  we  could  transfer  him  from  New 
South  Wales  to  Victoria,  but,  after  my  ex- 
perience of  him  in  this  House,  I  am  glad 
that  we  did  not  catch  him. 

Mr.  King  O'Mallby. — There  is  hope  of 
his  OMiversicm  yet  I 

Mr.  MALONEY.— There  may  be,  but 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  has 
certainly  ast<Hiished  scxne  of  his  friends, 
and,  I  dare  say,  some  of  his  wwmies.  We 
may,  however,  compliment  the  honorable 
member  on  his  imswerving  opposition  to  the 
Government.  I  really  believe  that  if  the 
Government  were  composed  of  angels  from 
heaven,  the  hcmorable  member  for  Parra- 
matta would  be  able  to  find  scHne  grounds 
for  ccxnplaint.  I  hope  that  some  day  the 
honorable  member  will  be  freed  from 
the    duty    of    filling    the  disagreeable 

rof  acting  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
,  the  House  deciding  to  elect  its  own 
Ministers.  In  that  event  there  will  be  no 
Oppositi(Hi  in  the  present  sense,  when  the 
"  outs  '*  are  always  trying  to  displace  the 
"  ins."  I  am  sorry  that  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  is  not  in  the 
chamber.  He  made  a  statement  that  was 
not  fair  to  the  Government,  to  the  effect 
that  there  were  no  South  Australian  or 
Western  Australian  members  sitting  behind 
them.  Mav  I  ask  him  how  many  members 
from  Victoria,  South  Australia  and  West- 
ern Australia  are  sitting  behind  him? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — There  are  all  those  in  the 
Opposition  corner,  but  they  are  a  long  way 
behind  him. 

Mr.  MALOXEV.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's opinion  of  that  corner  nearly  co- 
incides with  my  own,  and  I  do  not  think 
they  would  welcome  it.  The  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  did  not  menticm 
the  fact  that  New  South  Wales,  by  its 
population,  can  claim  twenty-seven  votes  in 
this  House  as  against  Victoria's  twenty- 
two.  The  difference  is  five  votes  and  the 
direct  Oppositicm  has  exactly  five  votes 
more  than  the  straight-nut  Ministeriat 
partv.  There  is  nothing  for  the  right  hon- 
orable member  to  boast  of  in  that.  The 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  will  ad- 
mit that  in  the         ,9@{a^[^re  are 
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manbers  vho  are  more  in  unison  with  the 
Labour  Party  than  with  the  Opposititm 
Corner  Party.  Out  of  the  twenty-seven 
New  South  Wales  members,  there  are  only 
about  twelve  behind  the  leader  of  the  Op- 
position, while  he  has  not  even  one  Vic- 
torian supporter.  I  hope  the  proposal  of 
the  Prime  Minister  will  be  agreed  to  as 
quickly  as  possible.  By  no  act  of  mine 
in  this  House  would  I  willingly  have 
thrown  the  Tariff  into  the  turmoil  of  a 
political  crisis.  I  know  that  in  one  firm 
alone,  over  200  more  employfe  have  been 
taken  on,  while  800  have  had  their  salaries 
increased.  That  was  due  to  the  difference 
of  5d.  agreed  to  by  this  House  in  the  Ex- 
cise duty  on  band-made  and  madiine-made 
cigarettes.  If  we  went  back  to  the  axi- 
ditions  of  the  old  Tariff,  which  was  most 
incomplete,  200  employ^  at  least  would 
lose  their  places,  and  the  other  800  would 
have  their  wages  reduced.  For  that 
reas<Mi  alone,  I  would  take  no  step  to  pre- 
vent the  Tariff  from  finally  passing.  I 
am,  after  eighteen  years'  experience  in  Par- 
liament, against  Royal  Commissicms.  If 
tl^  House  wants  to  remove  the 
abominations  that  may  exist  not  only 
in  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Department, 
but  in  other  branches  of  the  Public  Service, 
let  us  be  honest,  pass  an  eight-hours  Bill, 
provide  that  every  hour  of  overtime  shall 
be  paid  for,  and  compel  officers  to  send 
in  their  claims  every  week.  If  that  were 
done,  there  would  be  no  need  for  a  Royal 
Commission.  Later  on,  when  that  ques- 
tion comes  before  the  House,  I  shall  put 
my  arguments  forward.  I  will  content 
myself  now  with  saying  that  I  hope  the  da^' 
will  come  when  there  will  be  no  Opposi- 
tion to  be  led  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta,  and  when  no  honorable  mem- 
ber will  consider  it  his  duty  to  strike  at  the 
Government  at  every  opportunity,  no  matter 
what  happens.  That  is  not  democratic, 
or  in  accordance  with  Australian  sentiment, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  ended,  the  better. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  should  not  have 
said  a  word  to-day.  but  fw  the  outrageous 
statements  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  MALOXEY.— Are  the  honorable 
member's  statements  never  outrageous? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.45]. — I  deeply  regretted  to  hear  from  the 
Prime  Minister's  statement  that  Order  of 
the  Dav  No.  2  —  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill  —  would  be  postponed.  I 
think  he  assumed  more  than  he  was 
justified  in  doing,  wh«i  he  assumed  that 
his  amefidm^ti  moved  on  Thursday  last, 


in  connexicHi  with  grievance  day,  was  going 
to  be  defeated.  I  came  to  the  House 
specially  to  deal  with  the  Federal  Capital 
Site  question,  putting  aside  several  impor- 
tant business  engagements  to  be  present. 
Before  I  came  to  the  House  I  made  in- 
quiries in  the  proper  quarter  as  to  the 
course  I  should  have  to  take  to  bring  for- 
ward on  grievance  day  my  motion  to  place 
the  Post  and  Telegraiph  Department  in 
Commission — a  deteimination  which  would 
revolutionize  that  part  of  the  Public  Stf- 
vke.  I  might  have  prepared  to  rise  just 
as  the  hmcffable  mmber  for  Gwydir  rose, 
to  put  forward  my  motion,  had  I  wished  to 
postpone  the  consideratioi  of  the  Capital 
Site  question. 

Mr.  Thomas. — It  is  too  tbin. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  not 
so.  I  want  the  Prime  Minister  to  under- 
stand that  the  House  may  not  have 
been  against  him  on  that  day,  wheii 
he  thought  it  was.  I  was  prepared 
to  bring  on  my  motion,  but  had  no 
intention  of  pressing  it  then,  because 
I  understood  that  the  Prime  Minister 
wished  to  bring  on  the  Federal  Capital  Site 
question.  The  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  take  a  vote,  and  so  he  does  not  know 
that  this  side  would  have  voted  against 
him,  but  he  withdrew  his  motion.  He  must 
not  be  ^qued,  therefore,  because  he  had  a 
wrcmg  impression,  and  so  postponed  the 
consido'ation  of  the  Capital  Site. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Every  member  of  the  Op- 
position spoke  against  the  Prime  Minister's 
amendment. 

Mr'  HENRY  WIILLIS.— That  is 
not  so )  a  great  deal  of  impromptu 
talking  was  done,  but,  if  honorable 
members  had  had  an  opportunity  for 
reflection  for  an  hour  or  so,  many  of 
those  speeches  would  not  have  been  made. 
What  I  am  concerned  about  is  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  how  going  to  penalize 
New  South  Wales  because  of  what  appears 
to  be  a  crisis.  If  I  am  a  judge  of  what  is 
^ing  on,  there  is  no  course  open  to  the 
Prime  ^^iniste^  except  to  resign  on  a 
certain  day — that,  is,  when  Orders  of 
the  Day  Nos.  4.  and  5  have  been  dis- 
posed of.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  Prime 
^{inister  will  not  take  that  course,  but  will 
go  on  with  the  Capital  Site  questitm.  If 
he  is  prepared  to  condone  and  overlook  the 
humiliation  that  certain  honorable  members 
have  sought  to  impose  upon  him,  he  can 
safely  do  so.  I  will  suppc^t  him.  to  the 
fullest  of  my  pDVi^z4i&vAe3^<])|gadg  on 
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the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  after  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Tariff  has  been  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  proposed  to  do  it  be- 
fwe,  if  possible. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  gene- 
.rous  of  the  hoixx'able  gentleman.  He  has 
premised,  befwe  taking  Orders  of  the  Day 
Nos.  4  and  5  

Mr.  Deakin. — Befrae  thoy  are  finally 
disposed  of. 

Mx.  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  satis- 
factory to  me,  and  I  will  promise  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  my  support  if  he  will 
bring  on  Order  of  the  Day  No.  2,  the  Seat 
of  Government  Bill. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  r3.48].— My 
remarks  will  be  brief,  and,  I  ixupe,  to  the 
pcnnt.  I  wish  to  say,  on  behalf  of  my 
constituents,  that  I  regret  exceedingly,  in 
common  with  the  h(»iorable  member  for 
Robertson,  that  the  questiOT  of  the  Capital 
Site  has  been  postponed.  I  must  congratu- 
late the  Prime  Minister  on  having  been  able 
so  successfully  to  save  his  face  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  but  I  warn  him  that  the 
people  of  New  South  Wales,  at  any  rate, 
arc  getting  tired  of  these  proceedinErs. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  should  think  so. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Recently,  when  with- 
in the  bounds  of  my  electorate,  I  was  re- 
peatedly asked,  "When  are  we  gtnngr  to 
have  justice  at  the  hands  of  your  Parlia- 
ment? When  are  you  going  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  Capital  Site?"  I  believe 
that  much  of  the  irritation  felt  throughout 
the  land  to-day  is  due  to  the  fact  that  that 
question  has  not  been  settled. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— When  is  New  South 
Wales  going  to  accept  our  decision?  That 
is  the  trouble.    We  decided  it. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — ^That  is  a  point  which 
I  am  not  prepared  to  debate  just  now. 
What  I  have  risen  to  say  is  that  the 
sooner  the  Capital  Site  question  is  settled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  majority,  the 
better  it  will  be. 

Mr.  Wynne. — It  has  been  settled  by 
Parliament. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— No  one  knows  better 
than  does  the  honorable  member  that  it  has 
not  been  settled,  and  the  postponement  of 
its  settlement  is  causing  irritation,  and — 
in  New  South  Wales — dissatisfaction  with 
Federation.  Until,  in  process  of  time,  we 
get  rid  of  the  legacy  left  us  by  the  old 
political  hands  of  the  States  Parliaments, 
we  shall  have  no  satisfaction  in  Federa- 
tion. I  urge  the  Prime  Minister,  if  he 
wishes  to  do  justice,  to  bring  forward  the 
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Capital  Site  question  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible mcHnent.  I,  for  one,  will  help  htm 
all  I  can  to  do  so,  though  I  confess  that 
I  should  be  in  a  dilemma  had  I  to  choose 
between  the  bringing  forward  of  the  Capi- 
tal Site  questicMi  and  the  sweeping  of  this 
Government  out  of  oflSce.  Had  I  that 
choice,  I  should  probably  vote  f<x  the 
latter  alternative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [3.52].— I  wish,, 
without  taking  up  much  time,  to  protest 
against  the  unfairness  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister in  attempting  to  saddle  the  members 
of  the  Opposition  with  responsibility  for 
the  situation  created  by  members  of  the 
Ministerial  Labour  corner. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — What  does  it 
matter? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  matters  to  the  ex- 
tent that,  by  a  misstatemoit  of  fact,  the 
Prime  Minister  seeks  to  saddle  the  Opposi- 
tion with  delaying  the  Federal  Capital 
question. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  attempt  would  have 
been  all  right  had  it  been  successful. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— No  one  knows  better 
than  does  the  Prime  Minister  that  his  state- 
ment of  the  occurrence  is  not  correct,  and 
that  the  whole  responsibility  rests  with  a 
m^ber  who  sits  on  chiq  of  the  Ministerial 
cross  benches,  and  belongs  to  the  party 
which  is  popularly  belierod  to  control  the 
Government.  If  a  situation  unpleasant  to 
Ministers  has  arisen,  the  responsibiHty 
rests,  not  with  the  Opposititm,  but  with 
that  section  of  Ministerial  supporters.  Per- 
sonally, I  was  desirous  of  getting  on  with 
the  Federal  Capital  question,  and  rose 
several  times  to  speak,  but  was  unsuccess- 
ful in  catching  your  eye,  Mr.  Speaker.  I 
hope  that  the  question  will  be  revived  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible.  I  wish  also 
to  protest  against  the  proposed  postpone- 
ment of  business  now.  Notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister  as 
to  the  urgency  of  dealing  with  the  Tariff, 
it  is  proposed  that  we  shall  not  enter  upon 
our  work  for  another  week.  Some  hcm«- 
able  members  have  been  obliged  to  tiavel 
600  miles  to  get  here  this  afternoon,  and 
we  have  to-night  to  return  another  600 
miles  without  having  done  anything.  We 
have  met,  but  there  is  no  business  to  be 
transacted.  The  least  the  Government 
micht  do,  before  calling  the  House  to- 
gether, is  to  find  business  for  it  to  pro- 
ceed with.  Honorable  memliers  who  have 
to  travel  l(Mig  distances  to  attend  here  have 
a  legitimate  grievance  when,  on  getting 
here,  they  are  to}^,thf|yOe)€^^  *° 
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adjourn  for  a  week  before  proceeding  to 
business.  These  proceedings  are  in  the 
last  degree  Gilbertian,  and  those  who  read 
the  accounts  of  them  must  be  impressed 
with  the  absolute  insincerity  of  the  Go- 
vernment whjdi  is  responsible  for  them. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
ETxtemal  Affairs)  [3.55].— There  is  little 
to  reply  to,  except  the  insinuation  of  the 
deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  that  my 
course  in  withdrawing  my  amendment  for 
the  postponement  of  the  amaderaticm  of 
grievances  on  Thursday  last  was  taken 
because  of  my  knowledge  of  his  intenticm 
to  propose  another  amendment.  No 
hint,  suggestion,  or  conception  of  such  action 
on  his  part,  or  on  that  of  any  other  honor- 
able member,  was  in  my  mind  when  I 
withdrew  my  amendment.  I  wished  to  ask 
,  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  earlier  for  leave  to  . 
withdraw  it ;  but,  on  mentioning  the  matter 
to  my  colleagues,  they  said,  "Wait  until  we 
are  certain  that  the  House  really  wishes 
you  to  withdraw,"  What  decided  me  in 
asking  leave  to  withdraw  my  amendm«it 
was  not  a  doubt  as  to  what  the  House 
wished,  but  the  objection  that  notice  had 
not  been  given  of  ray  amendment.  I  ad- 
mit that  notice  was  not  given*  and  that 
objection  having  been  raised,  felt  bound  to 
recognise  it,  and  did  so  in  the  cxily  way  in 
my  power,  by  asking  leave  to  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.- — The  Prime  Minister 
will  recollect  that  I  objected  to  its  with- 
drawal. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes.  The  honorable 
member  objects  to  everj  thing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  as  true  as 
everything  else  the  honorable  and  learned 
gentleman  says. 

Mr.  DEAKI'N.— On  Friday  I  proposed 
an  arrangement — which  was  telegraphed 
all  over  the  Commonwealth — that  the  Fede- 
ral Capital  Site  question  should*  be  dealt 
with  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday ;  but 
while  on  my  feet,  it  was  pointed  out 
to  me  that  Tuesday's  sitting  would  probably 
he  occupied  with  the  discussion  of  the 
Esti:nates,  and  therefore,  without  referrinj^ 
to  the  notice-paper,  I  made  the  arrangement 
for  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 

Mr.  Watkins.  —  The  honorable  and 
learned  member  dirt  that  because  of  a 
question  which  I  asked. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes.  Had  I  examined 
the  notice-paper,  I  should  have  seen  that 
Thursday  was  grievance  day.  Later, 
when  I  discovered  that  fact,  I  saw  that,  if 


I  allowed  the  formal  motion  for  going  into 
Committee  of  Supplv.  under  which  griev- 
ances are  debated,  to  be  proposed  in  the 
ordinary  way,  1  should  be  challenged  with 
having  broken  the  compact  with  the  Oppo- 
siticxi.  It  had  been  telegraphed  all  over 
the  Commonwealth  that  members  would  be 
invited  on  Thursday  to  vote  on  the  Federal 
Site  question,  and  no  other,  and  I  felt  sure 
that,  when  it  was  found  that  they  were 
being  asked  to  (Jeal  with  any  or  every 
grievance,  I  should  be  charged  with  hav- 
ing deliberately  brought  about  the  post- 
ponement of  the  Federal  Capital  Site  ques- 
tion. My  mistake  was,  that  directly  T 
found  out  that  Thursday  was  grievance 
day,  I  did  not  point  out  the  position  to  the 
House,  and  give  notice  of  my  intention  *o 
move  to  postpcHie  the  consideraticm  of  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  going  into  Committee 
of  Supply.  My  actioi  in  moving  the  post- 
ponement of  all  grievances  was  impelled  by 
the  necessity  for*  fulfilling  our  pledge ; 
because  I  thought  that  my  inaction  would 
be  distorted  into  an  attempt  to  defeat  the 
wishes  of  those  to  whom  I  had  promised 
that  we  should  deal  with  the  Capital  Site 
question.  Those  remarks  dispose  of  tht* 
statements  of  the  deputy  leader  of  the 
. Opposition,  who  has  since  said  himsel f 
that  there  was  strong  reason  for  not  deal- 
ing with  the  Capital  Site  question  on 
Thursday,  and  that  he  had  a  motive  for  not 
wishing  that  the  question  should  come  on 
on  the  day  (ixed. 

Mr.  KtLLY. — He  did  not  say  that,  or 
anything  like  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  How  the  Prime 
Minister  can  make  such  a  statement  is 
beyond  my  comprehension. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  appeal  to  every  man 
in  the  House  to  say  wlietfaer  my  statements 
are  not  in  accordance  with  what  occurred. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  not  a  tittle 
of  truth  in  them. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  so;  and  say 
that  the  statements  of  the  Prime  MinistvT 
are  not  in  exact  accordance  with  the  truth. 

Mr.  DEAKIN'.— I  will  be  judged  by 
those  who  heard  what  was  said  a  few 
moments  ago.  The  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs  replied  by  interjection  to 
the  statement  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. A  colloquy  took  place  betAveen 
them,  during  which  the  honorable  member 
stated  that  the  prospects  of  Dalgety  thai 
nitrht  were  too  good.  My  j^UeagiK  picked 
up  the  remark,  DigSjs4i  by W4?>^g  tea' 
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thought  that  that  was  so,  and  that  time  was 

helping  him.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  did  not  agree  with  that  state- 
ment, although  he  implied  most  distinctly 
that  on  Thursday  last  the  prospects  of  the 
site  which  he  is  most  anxious  for  were  not 
so  favorable  as  he  wished  them  to  be. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  said  no  such 
thing. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— All  I  wish  for  is  the 
record  of  Hansard^  about  which  there  can 
be  no  mistake.  I  appeal  to  it,  and  by  it  I 
stand. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  Prime 
Minister  take  the  t^Bcial  record  to  which 
he  Appeals,  and  show  that  I  tiered  the 
slightest  objection  to  the  cmsideration  of 
the  Capital  Site  questi<»i  on  Thursday 
night  ?  Let  him  prove,  if  he  can,  by  a  re- 
fer eoce  to  Hansardf  die  scandalous  state- 
ment which  he  has  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
monber  to  withdraw  the  words  "scandalous 
statement." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  so;  but  in 
fairness  I  ask  the  Prime  Minister  to  take 
Hansard,  and  show  that  there  is  a  tittle  of 
justificati(Hi  for  his  remarks. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
knows  perfectly  well  that  I  am  speaking  of 
(he  record  at  present  being  traa-icribed  from 
the  shorthand  notes  of  the  reporters  who 
took  down  what  the  honorable  member  said. 
If  th(»e  words,  as  they  stand  in  the  report, 
do  not  bear  out  what  I  say,  I  shall  make 
the  most  absolute  withdrawal  and  apology 
ever  made  in  this  Chamber.  But  every  man 
on  this  side  will  have  to  do  the  same  thing. 
I  appeal  to  every  member  here.  Honorable 
members  know  that  the  honwable  member 
said  that  he  had  motives  for  not  wishing  for 
a  decision  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  never  said  such  a 
thing. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Is  it  possible  to  call 
for  the  production  of  the  Hansard  report  ? 
If  it  (:an  be  obtained,  I  shall  be  verv  glad 
to  have  it  read.  Has  any  honorable  mem- 
ber a  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  what  I  am 
saying  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  will  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  what  I  said. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  heard  distinctly  what  was 
said. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  did  not  introduce 
this  questimi,  and  did  not  propose  to.  deal 
with  it ;  but  I  was  compelled  to  do  so  be- 
cause d  interjecticHis,  made  chiefly  by  the 
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honorable  member  for  Parramatta.  His 
action  obliged  me  to  make  known  the  facts 
regarding  the  occurrences  of  Thursday 
night. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  Prime  Minister 
is  reported  to  have  said — 

It  was  with  oafeigned  amazement  that  I  <ii»- 
oovered — 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  f  the  honorable 
mranber  desires  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion, it  will  be  open  to  him  to  do  so  pre- 
sently. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  mark  the  passage  which  he  wishes 
to  read,  I  am  prepared  to  read  it  for  him. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Fr<»n  what  is  the  honor- 
able member  at>out  to  read  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  is  a  newspaper 
report  of  a  statement  made  by  me  in  the 
course  of  an  interview.  I  am  reported  to 
have  said — 

Under  these  circumstaoccs,  it  was  with  un- 
feigned amaiemcnt  that  I  discovered  the  very 
Oppositionists  who  had  deliberately  sanctioned 
the  settiog  apart  of  Tbnrsday  for  determining 
the  Federal  Capital  Site  iniiBttng  that  our  agree- 
ment be  broken. 

I  said  that. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  ask  the  hon(»able 
member  to  prove  that  statemmt  frcxn  the 
c^ia!  record. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  prove  it  by  these 
facts:  When  I  discovered  that  Thursday 
was  grievance  day,  I  took  the  only  step 
in  my  power  to  keep  the  promise  I  had 
made  to  the  House,  that  the  vote  on  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill  should  be  taken 
then,  by  moving  the  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  grievances.  1  was  aware 
that  probably  several  honorable  mem- 
bers intended  to  move  amendments  to 
the  formal  motion  for  going  into  Canmittee 
of  Supply.  I  had  not  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir  particularly  in  my  mind, 
though  I  had  heard  that  he  and  the  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina  and  another  hon- 
orable member,  whose  name  I  cannot  at 
this  moment  recall,  each  intended  to  move 
an  amendment.  Ko  one  was  certain  that 
anv  of  these  amendments  would  be  moved ; 
but  every  one  knew  that  there  were  likely 
to  be  three  or  four  amendments  to  the 
motion  to  go  into  Committee.  I  interposed 
with  my  amendment  for  the  postponement  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Order  of  the  Day — 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Ktion  of  honor- 
able members,  but  to  keep  faith  with  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  Federal  Capital 
Site.  Theinstai>54,i^gti)^3l^^and 
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the  deputy  leader  of  the  Opposition  took 
objection  to  that  course,  urged  every  reason 
against  it,  and  appealed  to  the  House  to 
insist  on  the  discusskm  of  grievances.  They 
did  not  say  .'•  instead  of  the  discussion  of 
the  Federal  Capital  Site  "  ;  but  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Order  ot  the  Day  in* 
volved  the  postpcmement  ot  the  debate  on 
the  Seat  of  Government  Bill.  I  warned 
them  distinctly  by  interjecticMi  that  by  their 
action  they  were  putting  off  that  decision, 
and  in  spite  of  my  warning  they  objected, 
as  I  have  said.  The  honorable  member  for 
Parramatta  ha&  stated  that  the  reasons 
which  actuated  him  and  others  in  the 
matter  

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — The  honorable  and 
learned  member  ioi  Parkes  was  one. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Several  honorable 
members  took  up  the  position  which  I  have 
described.  That  is  the  statement  which  I 
make  in  the  presence  of  honorable  mem- 
bers who  were  here,  and  heard  what  was 
said,  both  then  and  this  afternoon.  Its 
accuracy  cannot  be  challenged.  I  did  not 
introduce  the  subject,  and  am  swry  that 
it  has  been  introduced. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Will  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  be  fair,  read  this  passage  from 
the  Hansard  report? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  an  interjection  by 
the  honorable  member — 

These  questions  have  waited  so  long  thnt  (hey 
might  well  wait  another  day  until  the  Capital 
Site  question  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts. — He  said  something 
bcsfdes  that. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes.  I  find  it  re- 
corded on  cMie  page  of  the  record  that 
he  twice  rose  to  points  of  order,  objecting 
to  the  amendment  which  I  moved,  while  a 
third  point  of  order  is  receded  on  the 
same  page. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Read  what  I  said. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  honorable  member 
took  points  of  order  upon  the  Standing 
Orders,  and  asked,  "  Can  we  proceed  with 
the  formal  motion  to-morrow?  "  So  I  found 
him  throughout,  even  going  so  far,  as  he 
has  just  admitted,  as  to  object  to  me  getting 
leave  to  withdraw  the  amendment  or  to  go 
on  with  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  rose  to  object  to 
the  honorable  member  withdrawing  a 
proposition  which  would  prevent  the  mov- 
ing of  our  amendment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— What  would  have  been 
the  result  if  his  leader  and  himself  had 
moved  the  amendment  which    they  say 


they  had  prepared?  Simply  a  debate  on 
that  amendment  which  would  have  shut 
out  the  Capital  Site  questicm  just  as  de- 
cisively as  anything  else.  Had  they  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  of  that  character 
— to  put  aside  the  proposal  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  in  order  to  allow 
the  Capital  Site  questicwi  to  come  ot  th^ 
evening — its  axisideratiOT  would  have  oam- 
pied  the  greater  part,  if  n(^  the  whole  of 
that  sitting.  Would  a  number  of  men  who 
were  so  strongly  moved  as  they  afterwards 
stated  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  a  postal 
inquiry  that  they  would  allow  nothing  to 
intervene — would  they  have  stood  aside 
(o  allow  even  the  Carital  Site  questiqn  to 
intervene  ?  If  the  pledge  to  me  had  no  bind- 
ing effect  OTi  those  wjio  made  it  to  me,  why 
should  it  have  a  binding  effect  on  those  who 
did  not  make  it,  and  therefore  had  not  the 
same  obligation?  Therefore  the  statement 
as  to  the  amendment  is  a  mere  cloud  to  cover 
their  escape  from  the  fact  that  their  action 
put  aside  the  consideration  of  the  Capital 
Site,  that  their  amendment  would  have 
done  the  same  thing;  and  this  too  after 
an  agreement  had  been  arrived  at  all 
round  the  Chamber  for  its  consideration 
on  that  day.  I  regret,  sir,  that  I 
have  been  obliged  bv  these  constant  inter- 
ruptions to  reply  on  this  matter,  but  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  is  nothing  that  hon- 
orable members  on  this  side  have  to  con- 
ceal. Certainly  I  shall  be  onlv  the  better 
pleased  the  more  attention  the  honorable 
members  opposite  call  to  their  oonduct  on 
the  occasion  referred  ta 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  sir. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  had  better  say  to 
the  honorable  member  forthwith  that,  as 
the  Prime  Minister  has  replied,  no  refer- 
ence to  the  debate  can  be  made,  but  if  he 
desires  to  make  a  persmal  ^planatiOT  he 
is  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Kelly.— -I  do  not  pmpose  to  debate 
the  questiOTi,  but  merely  to  state  the  facts 
so  far  as  I  know  them.  I  went  and  saw 
the  Prime  Mmister  on  the  evening  of  Wed- 
nesday last  with  the  honorable  member  i<x 
Parramatta.  We  both  arranged  with  the 
honorable  and  learned  gmtleraan,  in  the 
ordinary  (parliamentary  way,  to  take  the 
vote  on  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill  on 
Thursday  afternoon  at  half-past  5  o'clock, 
or  so  soon  afterwards  as  reasonable  discus- 
sion would  permit.  At  that  time  I  had 
not  the  slightest  knowIe(^e  of  any  business 
which  was  to  intervene  j'Tto.'lLgrievance  " 
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Mr.  Deakin. — ^And  I  hara  never  said 
that  the  hoixxrable  member  had. 

Mr.  Relly. — ^What  I  wish  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  is  that  I  thought  that 
the  arrangement  was  that  the  con- 
sideration of  tBe  Seat  of  Government 
Bill  was  to  go  on  from  Wednesday  into 
Thursday,  with  no  other  business  in- 
tervening. On  Thiu-sday  morning  I  heard 
that  other  business  was  to  intervene,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  opportunity  to  get 
to  the  Seat  of  Government  Bill.  The  next 
day  I  was  told  by  the  hcmorable  member 
for  Boothby  that  several  days  before  he  had 
warned  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  pro- 
posal of  the  homx'able  member  for  Gwydir 
was  to  be  moved,  and  that  the  numbers  were 
against  the  Government. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  also  rise  to  make 
a  personal  explanation^  What  the  Prime 
Minister  has  said  is  correct  so  far  as  it 
£oes.  I  have  not  risen  for  the.  purpose  of 
disputing  what  he  said,,  except  so  far  as 
he  has  tried  to  read  into  the  report  of 
Thursday's  proceedings  something  which  I 
think  does  me  an  injustice.  An  agreement 
was  made,  and  I  do  not  lake  any  exception 
to  anything  which  he  said  in  that  regard. 
But  f  do  take  exception  to  bis  statonent 
that  we  insisted  upon  breaking  the  agree- 
ment. Here  is  Hansard,  and  the  h<xiop- 
orable  member  will  not  find  oae  word  in 
the  report  of  what  toc^  place  «i  Thurs- 
day to  show  that  I  had  any  other  desire 
than  to  facilitate  the  consideration  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  as  my  interjec- 
twn  to  the  honorable  member  for  Gwydir 
clearly  proves. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Has  it  been  altered  or 
diecked? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr,  Maloney. — Not  the  first  report? 

Mr.  Joseph  CooK.-^Not  that  I  know 
of.  I  did  not  see  it  until  to-day.  I  dis- 
tinctly disavow  having  done  anything 
on  "thursday  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill.  The  record  here  speaks  for 
itself,  and  will  show  that  I  did  my  best 
throughout  that  debate  to  try  to  preserve 
the  consideration  of  the  two  questions. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  amend- 
ment which  would  have  permitted  the 
question  of  the  Capital  Site  to  come  on  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Certainly  not. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Not  the  amendment  of 
the  Prime  Minister? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  already  ex^ 
plained  that  I  was  busy  drafting  an  amend- 
ment to  provide  that  the  proposal  of  the 


hoiorable  member  for  Gwydir  should  be 
taken  immediately  after  Uie  questi<Mi  of  the 
Capital  Site  had  been  decided,  and  that 
it  waa  only  the  Prime  Minister's  swiftness 
which  prevented  me  from  moving  it.  That 
is  my  explanatiwi. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  also  desire  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  Scnne  days  ago  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  informed 
me  that  he  was  in  favour  of  a  proposal  for 
appointing  a  Royal  Commissi(»i  in  regard 
to  the  Post  and  Telegrajph  Departmrait. 
He  said  that  the  questicm  was  coming 
on  again.  There  was  no  reference  made 
at  that  time,  and  certainly  I  have  not 
the  least  recoliecti(»i  of  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber referring  to  its  being  set  down  for,  ot 
coming  up,  <m  any  particular  day.  In  fact, 
at  that  time,  I  believe  it  was  oa  the  notice- 
paper,  and  could  not  be  brought  forward 
on  "grievance"  day.  The  hcmorable 
member  also  told  me,  if  my  memory  serves 
me  aright,  that  he  thought  that  a  majority 
of  his  party  were  in  favour  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Ro)'al  Commissi(xi.  He 
may  have  meant  a  majority  of  the  House, 
but,  if  so,  he  did  not  convey  his  meaning 
to  me.  I  took  him  to  mean  that  a  majority 
of  his  party  were  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
posal. I  understood  him  to  be  referring 
to  his  own  party. 

Mr.  Johnson. — He  never  came  near  me, 
anyway. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  understood  the  honor- 
able member  to  be  referring  not  to  a  can- 
vass, but  to  an  estimate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Pure  quibble. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  have  a  perscmal  ex- 
planation to  make. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  am  very  anxious 
that  it  should  be  a  personal  explanation, 
and  not  a  mere  continuance,  under  cover 
of  a  personal  explanation,  of  the  debate 
which  has  been  closed.  I  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  to  confine  his  remarks  to  a 
personal  explanation. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  will,  sir.  I  was  in 
the  chamber  when  the  Prime  Minister 
mbved  his  amendment,  and,  in  my  hearing, 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  said 
that  he  objected  to  its  withdrawal. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Perhaps  I  may  be 
permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  of  stat- 
ing a  point  of  order,  because  it  bears  so 
directlv  on  what  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  has  just  said.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister rose  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his 
unendment,  and  while  he  was  standing, 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta 
called  "  I  object,''  but  IpHr^t^  »  cal^ 
of  which  I  couia9'«iifff''S^Srag^..>« 
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it  was  made  while  he  was  seated,  and  also 
at  an  improper  time.  I  at  cwice  rose,  and 
asked  "  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the  House, 
that  the  Prime  Minister  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,"  and  there  was  no 
objection.  Had  there  been  a  single  ob- 
jection to  that  request — frcxn  the  hcHiOT- 
able  member  for  Parramatta,  or  from  any 
Mie  else— 1  should  have  had  to  take  rtotice 
of  it,  and  the  amendment  could  not  have 
been  withdraw^n. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  ran  clear  up  this 
matter,  sir,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  make 
an  explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  desire  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  I  am  being 
misunderstood. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  If  the  honorable 
member  ccmsiders  that  he  has  been  mis- 
understood, he  can  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  indeed,  dr. 

Mr.  W ATKINS. — It  is  an  eztraordinaxy 
attitude  for  the  honorable  member  to 
adopt. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  is  quite  right.  I 
did  object  to  the  Prime  Minister  withdraw- 
ing his  amendment.  But  what  was  it?  It 
was  cme  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Capital  Site  question 
befcwe  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Gwydir.  I  did  object  to  the  with- 
drawal of  that. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Why  did  not  the  honor- 
able member  say  so  before? 

Questicxi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

.    SPECIAL  ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Dkakin)  agreed  to — 
Tbat  the  House,  At  its  riling,  adjoorn  until 
Wednesdsy  oext,  at  3  oVlf>ck  p-m. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Old-Age  Pensions. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  proposed — 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn.  « 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [4.16].— 
I  desire  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  a  very  r^rettable  fact,  and  that  is 
that  in  Victoria  criminals  are  being  made 
indirectly  out  of  the  old-age  pensions  sys- 
tem. Anything  I  could  say  to  persuade 
honorable  members  to  push  on  with  the 
question  of  establishing  a  Federal  system  I 
would  gladly  say.  In  Victoria,  married 
sons,  with  families  dependent  upon  ihem, 
^^«re  being  sent  to  prison  simply  because  tht-y 
■e  not  complied  with  an  (nrder  made  by 


a  Court  to  contribute  so  much  towards  an 
old-age  pension.  The  sooner  that  this  ques- 
tion is  taken  up  by  this  Parliament,  the 
sooner  will  that  regrettable  state  of  things 
be  removed.  Sir  George  Tumo',  to  his 
honour,  instructed  that  no  one  should  be 
sent  to  prison  on  account  of  his  poverty, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  sar  diat  it  is  now  being 
done  in  Victwia  under  cover  of  a  failure 
by  a  son  to  contribute  to  the  provisicxi  of 
an  old-age  pensicxi  for  his  parents. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat  —  Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [4.18]. — There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  case  is  as  stated  by  the  hon- 
orable member,  and  his  suggestion  is  worthy 
of  every  consideration. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Hoiue  adjonraed  at  4.18  p.m. 
 «  


p^ousr  of  i^rprrscntatibts* 

Wednesday,  22  Afril,  igoS. 


Mr.  Speaker  tock  the  cbair  at  5  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITIOr. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  presented  a  petitioo 
from  the  Market  Gardeners'  and  Pro- 
ducers' Associaticxi  of  S(Hith  Australia,  and 
215  other  users  of  oil  engines,  aooocnpaiiied 
by  a  declaration  that  only  users  of  oil 
engines  had  signed  it,  praying  the  House 
to  reduce  the  standard  of  flash  of  kerosene 
to  73  degrees  Fahrenhdt. 

Fetlticm  received  and  read. 

SUNSHINE  RAILWAY  COLLISION. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  Affairs)  [3.5]. — It  is  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  that  I  interpose  at  this 
stage.  Although  the  occurrence  of  calami- 
ties in  any  part  of  Australia  is  certain  to  be 
sympatheticaUy  noted  in  this  House,  yet 
the  disaster  which  occurred  on  Monday 
ni^t  is  so  grave  and  aippalling  that  it  is 
at  least  itKumbent  upon  us  to  indicate  our 
deep  sorrow  and  regret,  while  extending 
our  condolence  to  the  numerous  shattered 
victims.  A  few  days  previously  a 
similar  accident,  though  happily  on  a 
less  serious  scale,  occurred  in  New 
South  Wales,  but  so  many  of  our 
citizens  have  just  been  killed  or  maimed 
so  near  the  spot  where  wf~a^J3ci«  meeting 
that    it   might  '='^^«^%briyP^iSn  in- 
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dication  of  indifference  if  we  were  not  to 
pause  for  a  mooient  in  our  arduous  and  im- 
portant labours  to  express,  in  the  ^plest 
and  sincerest  fashion,  our  sympathy  with 
the  many  who  are  suffering.  Considering 
the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the 
rapidity  of  its  development,  our  railways 
have  a  record  of  which  we  are  proiperly 
proud,  and  it  is  therefore  the  more  unfor- 
tunate that  there  should  now  be  written  on 
the  pages  of  their  history  a  misfortune  so 
deplorable.  Accidents  of  this  kind  hapi-en 
in  all  countries,  especially  in  the  New 
World,  whose  general  conditions  resemble 
ours  most  closely.  They  appear  capable 
only  of  reduction,  since  they  have  never 
been  provided  against,  even  in  the  more 
closely  settled  countries  of  Europe.  Ncme 
the  le&s  we  canned  refrain  fr<xn  expressing, 
however  imperfectly,  the  unanimous  sym- 
pathy of  the  House  with  the  victims  of 
the  disaster,  and  those  associated  with  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3.7]. — ^The  Prime  Minister  did  right  in 
asking  us  to  pause  for  a  moment  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  wdinary  business  to  express 
tbe  deep  sorrow  which  we  feel  at  the 
calamity  which  has  befallen  us.  In  spite 
of  our  civilization  and  our  material  ad- 
vancement, there  is  always  the  incalculable 
dement  of  human  error  which  creeps  into 
our  best  laid  schemes,  and,  by  upsetting 
them  now  and  again,  plunges  the  com- 
munity into  mourning,  and  causes  the  dark 
shadow  of  sadness  to  hover  over  our  hcwnes. 
This  is  such  an  occasicn,  and  I  join  cor- 
dially with  the  Prime  Minister  in  his  ex- 
pressicm  of  sorrow  and  regret  for  those  who 
have  been  the  victims  of  this  unhappy  oc- 
currence. As  he  has  said,  these  accidents 
taJce  no  account  of  locality.  It  was  the 
State  of  New  South  Wales  yesterday,  it  is 
Victoria  to-day,  and  who  shall  tell  what 
State  will  furnish  the  next  victuns?  We 
can  cmly  stand  dumbfounded  at  the  sight 
of  these  visitations,  and  do  our  best  to  as- 
suage the  grief  which  has  cc»ne  to  the  homes 
of  so  manv. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [3.9].— May 
I  also  express  my  regret  that  such  an  ap- 
palling disaster  should  be  ppssible.  I  can- 
not add  anything  to  the  words  of  the  Prime 
Minister,  except  to  say  that  we  must  feel 
sane  sort  of  satisfaction  in  the  fsct  that 
nearly  every  one  who  was  able  to  render 
assistance  to  the  wounded  did  so  un- 
grudgingly, actuated  by  fellow  feeling  and 
sympathy.  It  is  one  of  the  charscteristics  of 
our  race  that  we  need  no  law  or  prescribed 
rule  to  compel  us  to  go  to  the  assistance 


of  our  fellow  men  or  sister  women  when  in 
distress,  and  the  redeeming  feature  of  this 
deplorable  disaster  is  the  exemplary  courage 
of  those  who  suffered,  and  the  heroic  ser- 
vices performed  by  those  who  rendered  as- 
sistance. 

ASSENT  TO  BILLS. 

Assent  to  the  following  Bills  reported — 
OEScen  Compenaation  Bill. 
Australian  Industries  Freserranon  Bill. 
Appropriation  Bill  1907-8. 

IMMIGRATION  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— In  reference  to  the  pro- 
posal that  the  Imperial  Government  should 
convene  a  oxiference  of  representatives  of 
the  self-governing  States  of  the  Empire  to 
consider  the  question  of  the  restriction  of 
Asiatic  immigration,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  received  any 
communication  from  the  Imperial  authcwi- 
ties  asking  the  Conunoawealth  to  take  part 
in  such  a  gathering,  and  if  so,  what  posi- 
ti<m  he  proposes  to  assume  towards  it? 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— No  such  invitation  has 
reached  the  Government.  In  point  of  fact 
I  understand  that  the  proposal  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refere  was  made  simply 
by  certain  eminent  individuals,  and  not  by 
any  members  of  the  present  Government  of 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  the  deserticm  from 
their  ships  of  a  number  of  foreign  sailors 
for  the  purp(»e  of  accepting  employment 
upon  our  coal-fields  constitutes  a  breach  of 
the  Immigration  Restriction  Act,  so  far  as 
the  proviso  relating  to  the  educatitwial  test 
is  concerned  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  test  to  which  the 
honorable  member  alludes  is  not  applied  to 
white  immigrants.  The  <Mily  check  imposed 
upon  their  entrance  is  that  imposed  when 
they  come  here  under  contract.  That  cannot 
be  alleged  in  the  cases  mentioned. 

NAVAL  SHIPBUILDING  YARDS. 
Mr.   J.   H.   CATTS.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Def«ice — 

I.  Is  it  true  that  the  Govemmenf  proposes  to 
establish  a  central  Commonwealth  Naval  Ship- 
building Yards  on  the  Saltwater  R-vcr,  Mel- 
bourne? 

a.  Is  it  true,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Bent  (per  Mel- 
bourne Argtts  of  the  i6th  instant),  that  it  ia  the 
intention  of  the  Commonwealth  Government  to 
build  "cruisers,  torpedoes,  aad- all  that  sort  ct 
thing"  at  the  SaltwaJpzlUvyAate^OQ  16 
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3.  Is  it  proposed  that  the  snggetted  Saltwater 
River  depAt  i;  to  be  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Commonwealth  Fleet? 

4.  What  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure  the 
finest  site  in  the  southern  hemisphere — the  State 
Docks  at  Cockatoo  Island  (New  South  Wales) 
for  Commonwealth  naval  construction  purposes? 

5.  Is  it  seriously  proposed  to  pass  over  the 
Cockatoo  Island  dock  *as  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Naval  Construction  Depdt  of  the  Commonwealth 
in  favour  of- the  Saltwater  River  site? 

Mr.  EWING.  —  The  honorable  member 
was  good  enough  to  inform  me  of  his  in- 
tention to  ask  these  questions  to-day,  and 
consequently  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  the 
following  reply— 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  choos- 
ing any  site  for  a  central  Commonwealth  ship- 
buildint;  yard  in  Australia.  In  each  Sute  steps 
are  being  taken  to  obtain  suitable  areas  which 
will  meet  the  requirements  in  connexioa  with 
naval  development.  These  negotiations  do  affect 
Cockatoo  'Island,  but  since  they  are  incomplete 
fuller  information  should  not  be  made  public 
at  present. 

EASTER    EXCAMPMENT : 
TRANSPORT  DELAYS. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister of  Defence  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  a  statement  published  in 
the  Sydney  newspapers — and  I  dare  say  in 
the  MelbtMirne  journals  also — to  the  effect 
that  in  connexicm  with  the  Easter  encamp- 
ment in  New  South  Wales  thirty-one  hours 
had  been  occupied  in  transporting  a  battery 
of  field  artillery  fr«n  Albury  to  Heath- 
cote  ?  Will  fee  inquise  into  the  matter,  and 
if  the  statement  should  prof\-e  to  be  correct, 
will  he  take  steps  to  enable  men  in  future 
to  reach  the  Easter  encampment  with  much 
less  loss  of  time? 

Mr.  EWING.— If  any  delay  of  the  kind 
indicated  actually  took  place,  obviously  it 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment, because  none  of  the  members  of  the 
Defence  Forces  would  desire  to  remain  in 
a  train  any  Itxiger  than  was  absolutely  un- 
avoidable. The  fault  must  have  been  with 
the  railway  authorities. 

Mr.  Kelly.  —  The  persons  who  made 
the  transport  arrangements  were  not  in  the 
train. 

Mr.  EWIXG.— But  the  railwavs  were 
engaged  in  transporting  the  men.  '  If  any 
delay  of  the  kind  actually  occurred  I  shall 
be  glad  to  inquire  into  it. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  as  to  the  reason  why,  in  con- 
nexion with  the   recent  encampment  at 


Langwarrin,  it  took  from  3.30  p.m.  till  n 
p.m.  to  transport  the  Ballarat  and  Bendigo 

senior  cadets  a  distance  of  23  miles? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  will  make  the  inqxiiry 
suggested  by  the  htxiorable  member. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  VICTORIAr 
CENSUS  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  SALMON.— In  view  of  the  fact 
that  soxoa  time  ago  a  certain  method  was 
adopted  for  estimating  the  population  of 
Victoria,  under  which  this  State  lost  one 
member  in  this  House  at  the  last  general 
elections,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter whetiier — seeing  that  that  method  has 
now  been  altered — he  intends  to  take  any 
action  ? 

Mr.  D  E  AKI N  .—Action  has  already 
been  taken.  The  Department  of  Hcxne 
Affairs  has  been  asked  to  prepare  a  memo 
randum  showing  the  present  positicoi,  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  previous 
estimate  was  made,  and  the  drcnmstances 
under  which  it  is  now  challenged. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  OMisideration,  in 
C(xnmittee,  of  the  Senate's  requests,  read. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Before  you  leave 
the  chair,  sir,  I  wish  to  ask  what  is  the 
most  convenient  course  for  me  to  adopt 
to  raise  a  point  of  order  to  the  effect 
that  the  Senate  has  no  power  to  request 
this  House  to  increase  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise duties?  I  should  like  you  to  intimate 
when  will  be  the  best  time  for  me  to  ex- 
press mv  views  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think,  perhaps, 
that  it  win  be  most  omvenient  for  the  hon- 
orable member  to  express  his  views  now. 
The  point  of  order  can  then  be  disposed 
of. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  the  first  place, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  feeling 
whatever  in  this  matter.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  many  of  the  requests  made  by  the 
Senate  for  increases  of  duty  meet  with  my 
personal  approval.  My  sole  object  is  to 
raise  the  ccxistitutional  issue,  and  to  obtain 
a  ruling  from  you,  sir,  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  the  Senate  imder  the  Constitution 
to  make  suggestions  to  this  House  for  in- 
creases of  duties.  I  contend  that  the  action 
of  that  Chamber  in  requestiiig  this  House 
to  increase  duties  is  a  proposal  to  increase 
the  burdens  upon  the  people,  and  that  the 
power  to  increase  "  any  charge  <x  burden 
on  the  people  ' '  is  denied  to  the  Saiate  un- 
der section  53,  pti^gea^CsjQCmCcasti- 
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tutHxi.  I  submit,  too.  that  the  words  of 
paragraph  4  of  that  secticxi,  "  ooiissim  or 
amendment,"  do  not  coaier  power  upon 
that  Chamber  to  request  this  House  to  in- 
crease duties,  which  would  be  increases  of 
*  *  any  charge  <x  burden  on  the  people. ' ' 
If  the  Senate  can,  under  the  COTStituticm, 
request  this  House  to  increase  a  duty,  it 
possesses  a  greater  power  than  it  would  have 
possessed  had  it  been  granted  the  power  to 
amend  a  Bill,  such  as  this,  imposing  taxa- 
tion, because  in  the  latter  case  it  would  not 
have  had  power  to  increase,  or  to  request 
this  House  to  increase,  Customs  or  Excise 
duties.  When  the  Senate  was  empowered 
to  make  requests  in  Mwiey  and  Taxaticm 
Bills — which  it  was  forbidden  to  amend 
• — by  the  framers  of  the  Ccmstitu- 
tion,  it  was  intended  that  it  should  be 
a  lesser  ipower  than  that  of  amendment. 
That  being  so,  I  contend  that,  un- 
der this  lesser  power,  it  cannot  do 
what  it  could  not  have  d<»ie  if  it  had  been 
granted  the  greater  power  of  amendment. 
I  also  contend  that  if  the  Senate  has  the 
power  to  request  this  House  to  increase 
duties,  thereby,  in  effect,  increasing  the 
burdens  on  the  people,  it  has  a  greater 
power  than  this  House  possesses ;  because 
this  House  cannot  increase  any  duty 
unless  the  increase  is  proposed  by  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— And  upon  mes- 
sage.' 

Sir  John  Forrest. — In  this  House 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  alone  can 
move  for  the  increase  of  any  item 
in  a  Bill  imposing  taxation.  I  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  the  Senate  has  a 
greater  power  than  this  House  possesses  if 
it  can  make  suggesticxis  to  increase  duties, 
since  we  cannot  evm  make  a  suggestion  to 
that  effect.  It  may  be  argued  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Senate  are  only  "  requests  " 
to  this  House.  But  I  cmitend  that  a  great 
principle  is  involved.  This  action  of  the 
Senate  might  result  in  a  deadlock  between 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  If  it 
means  anything  at  all  it  is  a  declaration  by 
the  Senate  that  it  has  practically  the  right 
of  compelling  this  House  to  increase  the 
burdois  on  tfie  people,  notwithstanding 
that  such  light  is  specially  denied  it 
by  the  Ccmstitutioi.  It  may  be  said 
tfiat  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  already 
decided  this  question  by  a  ruling  given  some 
years  ago.  But  I  submit  that  the  question 
which  I  have  now  raised  has  not  been  previ- 
ously raised  in  the  form  in  which  I  now 


bring  it  before  this  House.  I  therefore 
beg  to  submit,  for  your  coisideration  and 
ruling,  whether  the  Senate,  under  the 
power  conferred  by  section  53,  paragraph 
4,  of  the  Constitution,  has  power  to  rnalce 
"  requests  "  to  increase  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise duties,  and  thereby  to  increase  the 
charges  or  burdens  on  the  people. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. —  Without  debating 
the  merits  of  the  question  raised  by  the 
right  hcmorable  memb»'  for  Swan,  import- 
ant though  it  be,  I  rise  to  suggest 
that  my  ri^^ht  honcvable  friend  has  not  pro- 
ceeded in  a  proper  way  in  this  matter. 
While  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  important 
duties  to  perform  in  connexion  with  the 
interpretation  of  the  Standing  Orders,  I 
know  of  no  law  which  imposes  upon  you 
the  duty  and  obligatiCMi  of  interpreting  the 
Ccmstitution  for  us. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Not'  of  determining  such 
an  abstract  question. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — This  is  not  quite 
an  abstract  question.  It  is  concrete  enough, 
as  the  honorable  member  will  observe  if  he 
looks  at  the  schedule  of  requests  that  have 
come  from  the  Senate.  My  right  honor- 
able friend  is,  I  think,  following  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Commons  with  regard 
to  the  relations  existing  between  the  Ctxn- 
mons  and  the  Lords.  But  in  Great  Britain 
they  have  no  written  Constitution,  and,  I 
sut»nit  that  that  makes  a  very  radical 
different  between  their  attitude  in  regard 
to  such  questions  and  ours.  All  the  powers, 
possessed  by  the  Senate  are  contained  in 
our  Constitution.  Neither  our  Standing 
Orders  nor,  I  submit  with  great  respect, 
anything  that  you.  Sir,  can  say  regarding 
those  powers,  can  alter  this  Constitution  in 
any  way  whatever.  I  know  of  nothing  in 
the  Craistitution  which  imposes  upon  you 
rue  obligation  to  interpret  for  us  what  the 
powers  of  the  two  Houses  are.  I  shmild 
think  that  if  the  right  honorable  menJjer 
for  Swan  proposes  to  proceed  further  in 
this  matter,  he  ought  to  proceed  by  resolu- 
tion ratRer  than  upon  a  point  of  order  such 
as  he  has  now  raised.  Regarding  the  merits 
of  the  question  itself,  I  do  not  now  pro- 
pose to  say  anything. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  was  good  enough,  two 
weeks  ago  or  thereabouts,  to  wait  upon  me 
and  inform  me  that  he  intended  to  raise 
the  question  whidi  he  has  raised  this  after- 
noon. The  notice  which  the  right  honor- 
able member  was  kind  engugh  to  give  me 
has  enabled  me  [J^,^  j^ptS^gtigh  the 
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matter  relating  to  it,  before  it  was  actually 
raised  in  the  House,  with  a  view  of  deter- 
mining what  my  ruling  ought  to  be.  I 
am  therefore  prepared  to  give  a  ruling  at 
once,  which  may  be  of  service  to  the 
House.  First,  in  regard  to  the  point  raised 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta, 
it  is  true  that  the  obligation  does  not  rest 
upon  me  to  interpret  the  ConstituticHi.  I 
have  ever  striven,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
avcHd  doing  anything  of  that  nature.  I  re- 
cognise that  the  only  body  fully  entitled 
to  interpret  tiie  Constitutimi  is  the  High 
Court ;  and  I  should  be  awry  even  to  seem 
to  assume  any  of  the  functions  which  per- 
tain peculiarly  to  it.  Not  even  this  House 
has  the  power  finally  to  interpret  the  terms 
of  the  Constitution.  Further,  on  three  or 
four  occasions  I  have  been  asked,  before 
to-day,  to  rule  as  to  what  the  privileges  of 
this  House  are  in  regard  to  certain  mes- 
sages which  have  come  before  us — as  to 
whether  such  messages  ought  to  be  received, 
and  as  to  whether  we  ought  to  consider 
them.  To  rule  on  such  points  is  surely 
part  of  my  duty;  and,  hitherto,  1  have 
striven  to  perform  that  duty  with  a  sense 
of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  me. 
In  the  same  way  to-day,  I  am  aslred  whe- 
ther a  message  which  is  about  to  be  re- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  one  that  ought  to  be  received  by 
this  House,  or  whether  our  privileges  are 
in  any  way  entrenched  upon  by  suggesti<Mis 
for  raising  certain  Customs  duties.  I  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  the  questions  raised  by 
the  right  honorable  member  for  Swan  in 
the  reverse  order  from  that  in  which  he  has 
raised  them.  He  has  pointed  out  that  if 
some  of  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate were  allowed,  one  result  would  be  that 
the  Senate  would  prove  to  be  possessed  of 
powers  that  are  not  possessed  by  this 
House.  He  has  pointed  out  that  this 
House  has  not  the  power,  except  on  the 
motion  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  to 
raise  duties  proposed  by  any  measure  be- 
fore the  House.  I  suppose  that  the  right 
hcmorable  member  was  leferring  to  stand- 
ing order  171,  which  reads  as  follows — 

No  amendment  for  the  imposition  or  for  the 
increase  of  a  tax  rate  or  duty  shall  be  pro- 
posed by  any  non-official  member  in  any  Com- 
mittee on  any  Bill. 

If  we  were,  at  any  time,  in  Committee 
on  any  Bill  it  would  be  impossible  then  to 
receive  or  make  anv  proposal  for  the  in- 
crease of  any  "tax'  rate  or  dutv,'[  unless 
that  increase  were  moved  by  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.  But  on  the  earlier  stage  of  a 
Mr.  Sffaier. 


Bill — on  the  motion  for  its  initiation,  when 
the  House  is  not  in  Committee  on  the  Bill, 
but  is  dealing  with  preliminary  resolutitms 
relating  to  the  impositicm  of  duties — it 
would  be  competent  for  any  honorable 
member  to  move  for  any  increase  which  he 
might  desire,  at  that  stage.  So  that  the 
contention  that  the  practice  which  is  sought 
to  be  followed  by  another  branch  of  the 
Legislature  to-day,  would  give  that  branch 
of  the  Legislature  larger  powers  than  this 
House  possesses,  is  not  quite  ccMrrect.  We 
are  or>ly  estopped  from  taking  such  action 
as  would  increase  a  "  tax  rate  or  duty  " 
at  one  stage — ^that  is,  when  the  House  is  ir> 
Committee  on  the  Bill.  The  next  point 
raised  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan — I  am  still  taking  his  points  in  the 
reverse  order — was  as  to  the  intentions  of 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  itself — 
whether  it  was  intended  to  give  to  the 
Senate  such  powers  as  it  claims.  That  is 
a  matter  as  to  which  my  ruling  can  be 
asked,  but  not  a  matter  upon  which  I 
should  be  prepared  to  rule.  Whether  the 
practice  which  has  been  adc^d  does  or 
does  not  confer  upon  that  branch  of  the 
Legislature  larger  powers  than  the  authors 
of  the  Constitutitm  intended  is  not,  I 
think,  a  question  upon  which  my  ruling  is 
really  sought.  Then  comes  the  next  point 
to  which  the  right  honorable  member  has 
referred,  and  concerning  which  he  has 
kindly  given  me,  in  writing,  a  statement  of 
his  contention.  The  right  honorable  mem- 
ber submits  that — 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  Senate  to  make  ■ 
BUfjgestion  under  section  53,  paragraph  of  the 
Constitution,  that  any  item  in  the  Tariff  Bill,  as 
sent  to  it  bv  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCt,  be 
increased. 

That  paragraph  prm-ides  that — 

The  Senate  may  not  amend  any  proposed  law 
so  as  to  increase  any  proposed  charge  or  burden 
on  the  people. 

In  this  case  the  Senate  has  not  made  anv 
amendment.  It  has  simply  sent  to  this 
House  a  message  inviting  us  to  amend  it  if 
w^e  think  fit.  The  Constitution  clearly  pro- 
vides that  in  the  case  of  measures  for 
certain  specified  purposes,  the  Senate  may 
not  make  any  amendment;  it  may 
merely  make  suggestions  or  requests 
for  amendments.  If  the  Senate  had 
power  to  amend  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill,  an  amendment  made  by  it  would 
Ire  obeved  by  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs,  precisely  as  it  instantly 
obevs  any  amendm^t  mad^  .by  this.  Hou»& 
whilst  the  schedu]^giiie9B^@>6w6ttion. 
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It  isp  therefcve,  clear  that  the  Senate  makes 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  by 
making  a  request  to  this  House.  The  mak- 
ing of  a  request  by  another  place  is  not 
followed  by  action  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Customs  uitil  that 
request  has  been  ccmsidered  by  this  House 
and  agreed  to.  Unless  this  House  makes 
the  amendment  requested  the  Department 
takes  no  notice  of  the  decision  of  another 
place,  and  that  decision  has  no  operative 
value.  It  is  simply  a  request  to  us  to  make 
a  certain  amendment.  The  next  point  aris- 
ing under  section  53  of  the  Constitution 
relates  to  the  paragraph  immediately  fol- 
lowing that  which  I  have  just  read— 

The  Senate  may  at  aoy  stage  return  Ur  the 
,  House   of   Representathes   any   proposed  law 
which  the  Senate  may  not  amend,  requesting, 
by  mraage,  the  omission  or  amendment  of  any 
items  or  provisions  therein..  .   .  . 

Those  words  c<»itain  no  limitation  pre- 
cluding the  S^ate  frcnn  making  a  request 
fur  an  amendment  which  may  mean  an  in- 
crease of  taxation.  This  question  has  not 
previously  been  directly  ruled  upon  by  me, 
but  it  has  come  before  the  House  on  two 
01  three  occasions.  On  turning  to  volume 
i»  page  385,  of  the  Parliamentary  Papers 
for  1905,  honcrabte  members  will  find  a 
detailed  refnence  to  all  the  cases  in  con- 
nexion with  which  points  similar  to  this, 
have  arisen.  When  the  first  Tariff  Bill 
was  before  the  Senate,  certain  requests 
were  made,  including  one  that  the  Excise 
duty  on  tobacco  should  be  increased.  A 
message  frcm  another  place,  embodying 
those  requests,  came  before  this  House, 
and  was  considered.  No  point  of  order 
was  raised;  the  request  for  the  increased 
duty  was  considered,  together  with  others, 
and  a  vote  of  the  House  was  taken..  The 
point  raised  to-day  by  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan  was  nearly  touched 
later  on,  when  the  Sugar  Bounty  Bill  of 
1903  was  before  Parliament.  In  con- 
nexion with  that  Bill,  the  Senate  made  a 
nimiber  of  amendments — not  requests — 
amongst  those  amendments  being  one 
which  clearly  involved  an  increased  burden 
upCKi  the  people.  When  the  Senate 
message  was  c^led  on  in  the  same  way 
as  that  now  before  us  was  called  on  to-day, 
I  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Soiate 
had  gone  too  far.  I  took  the  view 
that  we  ought  not  to  consider  an 
amendment  of  the  Senate  which  clearly 
involved  an  increased  burden  upon  the 
people.  I  concluded  bv  stating  that 
if    the    Senate    had    desired    that  this 


amendment  should  be  made,  its  proper 
course,  under  paragraph  4  of  section  53  of 
the  Constitution  would  have  been  not  to 
make  it  but  to  send  to  this  House  a  re- 
quest that  it  should  be  made  here.  The  pre- 
sent Prime  Minister,  as  Attorney- General, 
moved  that  the  Bill  be  returned  to  the 
Senate  with  a  statement  that  the  amendment 
could  not  be  received  in  the  form  sent, 
since  it  was  not  competent  for  another  place 
to  make  it,  but  that,  if  it  desired,  it  could 
make  a  request  to  this  House  in  respect  to 
it.  The  Senate  forthwith  sent  a  message  to 
this  House  requesting  that  the  amendment 
should  be  made;  the  House  proceeded  to 
debate  the  matter,  and  the  incident  was 
closed  by  this  House  making  the  amend- 
ment desired  with  a  modification.  If 
honorable  members  examine  the  debates 
on  the  Sugar  Bounty  *Bill  of  1903 
they  will  see  that  the  point  now 
raised  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  was  then  practically  ruled  upon.  We 
come  now  to  the  next  point  raised  by  the 
right  honorable  member,  that  the  words 
"  omission  or  amendment,"  in  paragraph  4 
of  section  53  of  the  Constitution,  give  no 
authority  to  the  Senate  to  suggest  an  in- 
crease of  any  proposed  charge  or  burden 
on  the  people.  It  seems  to  me  that,  there 
being  no  limitation  in  that  paragraph  pre^. 
cludmg  the  consideration  of  a  request  for 
an  increase  of  taxation,  we  have  no  right  to 
refuse  to  consider  such  a  request.  5uch 
requests  may  be  ootisidered  entirely  on  their 
merits,  and  we  have  power  to  reject, 
modify,  or  accept  them.  Honorable  mem- 
bers will  find  reference  to  this  questicMi  in 
Hansard  for  1902,  pages  148^5,  14892^ 
14918,  and  15676.  I  rule,  fmalljvthat  the 
message  which  we  have  received,, fr(«n  the 
Senate  is  one  which  it  is  within  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  send,  and  one  which,  fol- 
lowing the  precedents  we  hare  laid  dow  n 
on  two  or  three  occasions,  we  may  well  con- 
sider and  deal  with  upon  its  nrerits. 
/n  Committee  : 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.36].— I  propose,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  honorable  members,  to  make  a 
short  statement  indicating  the  requests 
which  the  Government  propose  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  acc^t,  and  those  which  we 
shal  I  ask  honorable  members  to  re- 
ject or  modify.  I  desire  at  the  out- 
set to  sav  that,  like  other  honorable 
members,  I  have  noted  the  keen  in- 
terest displayed  by  another  place  in  deal- 
ing with  the  schedule  to  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill  as  it  left  this  House^  I  do  not  think 
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that  greater  interest  has  been  displayed  by 
the  Senate  in  any  other  measure  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  it,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
in  making  certain  requests  to  us  it  has  not 
been  actuated  by  any  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  proper  functi(Mis  of  this  Chamber. 
The  Senate  commenced  its  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  on  the  22nd  January,  and  awa- 
pleted  it  only  on  the  2nd  April.  In  the 
interval,  every  it«n  was  considered  in  de- 
tail frwn  the  point  of  view  of  honorable 
senators,  and  the  Hansard  reports  of  the 
debates  on  the  various  items  in  the  Senate 
contain  a  great  deal  of  information  which 
may  possibly  be  of  use  to  honorable  mem- 
bers. Out  of  a  total  of  238  requests^  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  propose 
the  rejection  of  51-  and  the  acceptance  of 
187.  I  propose  now  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  honorable  members,  the 
requests  which  the  Government  propose  to 
accept,  and  also  those  which  we  propose 
to  reject  or  modify,  in  order  that  before 
each  is  dealt  with  they  may  know  what 
course  the  Government  intend  to  take. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Will  the  honorable 
gentleman  supply  the  numbers  of  the  items 
to  which  the  requests  apply  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  propose  to 
do  so.  I  hope  to  have  the  lists  printed  by 
to-morrow,  but  I  wish  to  guard  myself  to 
this  extent :  It  is  possible  that,  in  a  few 
cases,  we  may  not  find  it  advisable  to 
follow  the  lists  in  every  particular,  and  I 
therefore  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to 
make  certain  alterations  in  the  case  of  items 
in  connexion  with  which  I  am  still  making 
inquiries.  So  far  as  I  can  at  the  present 
moment  give  definite  information  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  I  shall  do  so. 
It  is  proposed  to  accept  the  Senate's  re- 
quest Xo.  2. 

Mr.  Fisher. — Those  that  are  not  ac- 
cepted are  rejected,  I  presume? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  or  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Is  the  Minister  ac- 
cepting all  the  requests  for  increases  of 
duties  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  shall  see 
about  that.  I  have  said  that  the  Go\-ern- 
ment  propose  to  accept  the  Senate's  re- 
quest No.  2. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Would  it  not 
bt-  better  for  the  honorable  gentleman  first 
to  give  the  list  of  requests  which  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  reject,  seeing  that  they 
number  ally  51  ? 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  it  U  the 
desire  of  honorable  members  that  I  should 
first  refer  to  the  requests  which  we  do  not 
propose  to  accept,  I  shall  do  so. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Yes. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Go\-emment  accept  the 
rest? 

Sir.  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  hon- 
orable members  will  desire  to  hear  what  we 
prppose  to  do  with  resipect  to  all  the  re- 
quests. We  propose  to  accept  the  Senate's 
request  No.  2,  item  21B,  new  wording  only  > 
No.  3,  item  22B,  new  wording;  No.  6, 
item  38,  free;  No.  11,  item  460  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  Minister 
propose  to  accept  requests  to  make  items 
free? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  honorable 
mnnbers  to  refrain  fnxn  interjections  as 
much  as  possible.  The  Minister  has  an 
important  statement  to  make  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  is  entitled  to  be  beard  without 
interruption. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  propose  to 
accept  the  Senate's  request,  No.  11,  cm> 
item  46D,  wording  and  rate;  No.  12,  item 
S3A,  new  wording,  and  id.  per  lb. ;  No. 
14,  item  61A,  inserticm  of  comma,  and  de- 
letion of  words,  and  b,  new  item,  and  4d. 
per  lb. ;  No.  15,  item  67,  duty  is.  per 
cwt. ;  No.  16,  item  791),  deletion  of  woids 
and  new  wording;  No.  17,  item  79E,  new- 
item  and  duty ;  Na  19,  item  86aa, 
new  item,  and  free;  No.  21,  item  92,  de- 
letion of  words;  No,  25,  item  963,  dele- 
tion of  words;  No.  28,  item  io6a,  wwd- 
ing;  No.  29,  item  io6b,  wording;  No.  30,. 
item  107,  40  per  cent,  and  35  per  cent; 
No.  31,  item  108,  deletiwi  of  "furs'*j 
No.  32,  item  113,  new  wording;  No.  33, 
item  114,  new  wording  and  duties;  No. 
36,  item  117,  new  wording;  No.  38,  item 
119,  30  per  cent,  upon  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom;  No.  39,  item 
120A,  deletion  of  words,  and  new  wording^ 
<HiIy.  This  is  one  of  the  cases  in 
connexion  with  which  I  am  making 
further  inquiries.  I  have  included  it 
amongst  the  requests  which  tHe  Govern- 
ment propose  to  accept,  but  we  may  not 
ultimately  agree  to  it  exactly  as  now 
stated. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— I  understand  that 
the  Minister  proposes  to  have  these  lists 
printed  to-morrow. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes;  I  propose 
to  do  so.  No.  40,  item  laoB,  alteration 
in  wording  cmly  in  duty  column;  No.  41^ 
item  121A,  new  di^^j^^lgjQ^^^jaiB, 
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new  duties ;  No.  43,  121D,  deletion  of 
word  "Caps,"  and  121E,  new  item  and 
duties;  No.  44,  item  122,  25  per  cent.  ;  No. 
45,  item  123A,  deletiwj  of  words;  No.  47, 
123c,  new  wording  and  rates;  No.  48, 
item  123D,  deieticMi  of  comma  after  the 
wcwd  "  Galowis,"  line  4,  and  rates;  Na 
50,  item  123G,  new  wcvding  and  duties; 
No.  51,  item  124,  new  wording,  "n.e  i.," 
and  duties;  No.  52,  item  131,  new  word- 
ing ;  No.  54,  item  134A,  deletion  of  words, 
and  134B,  new  item  and  free;  No.  55, 
item  135,  altered  wording ;  No.  56,  item  137, 
new  wording  and  duties;  No.  57,  13QA  and 
B,  new  wording;  No.  58,  item.  139c,  dele- 
tion of  words;  No.  59,  139D  (i)  and  (2), 
new  wording ;  No.  60,  item  139G,  new 
wording;  No.  61,  item  139H,  new  sub- 
item;  No.  62,  item  143,  20s.  per  ton;  *^o. 
63,  itMn  144,  altered  wording;  No.  64, 
item  145,  deletion  of  words  and  new  word- 
ing; No.  65,  item  146,  altered  wording; 
No.  66,  itm  147A,  deletion  of  words,  and 
147B,  new  wcMrding  and  free;  No.  67,  item 
148,  deletion  of  "  Dairv  " ;  No.  69,  item 
153,  is  a  case  where  there  may  be  srane 
variaticHi,  but  duties  of  15  and  10  per  cent, 
are  suggested;  No.  70,  item  156,  deleticm 
of  '*  n.e.i." ;  No.  71,  item  158,  new  word- 
ing; No.  72,  item  159,  new, wording  only; 
No.  73,  item  160,  deletiwi  of  *'  Gas  Pro- 
ducCTs"  OTly;  No.  74,  item  162A,  deletion 
of  words  and  new  wording  oa\y;  No.  75, 
item  162AA,  new  item  and  free;  No.  76, 
item  163,  deletitxi  of  wwds  and  new  word- 
ing ;  No.  77,  iton  165A,  new  wording ; 
No.  78,  item  1653,  deletion  of  words;  No. 

79,  item  170A,  30  and  25  per  cent. ;  No. 

80,  item  170AA,  is  another  request  that  may 
be  varied  a  little;  No.  8r,  item  170B,  de- 
letion of  "entirely"  and  free;  No.  82, 
item  r70C,  new  item  and  free;  No.  83, 
item  173.  new  wording ;  No.  84 ,  item 
175A,  new  wording;  No.  85,  item  175B, 
free  and  free;  No.  86,  item  1750,  free. 
General  Tariff;-  No.  88,  item  176E,  dele- 
tion of  words;  No.  90,  item  177A,  deletioi 
of  "including";  No.  92,  it«n  177c,  al- 
tered wording  only;  No.  94,  item  177G, 
deletion  of  item  and  duty ;  No.  95, 
item  178B,  25  per  cent,  and  zo  per  cent. ; 
No.  96,  item  178BB,  new  wording  only  ; 
No.  97,  item  178c,  17J  per  cent,  General 
Tariff;  No.  99,  item  181,  new  wording  and 
35s.  United  Kbgdom;  No.  100,  item  182, 
new  wording;  No.  102,  item  188,  20  per 
cent..  United  Kingdom ;  No.  103,  item  189, 
deletion  of  words;  No.  104,  item  191,  new 
WOTding;  No.  105,  item  293,  new  wording; 
No.  106,  item  X95,  new  wording ;  No.  107, 


item  198,  new  wording;  No.  108,  item 
205A,  deletion  of  words  and  new  wording,, 
and  item  2053,  new  item  and  free;  No.  109, 
item  206,  new  wording.  No.  110,  item  207, 
new  wording;  No.  ni,  item  217,  17^  pei 
cent,  and  12J  per  cent.,  with  modification  of 
wording  of  Senate's  request — modification 
is  merely  to  improve  the  wording  without 
altering  the  effect;  No.  112,  item  222,  new 
wording;  No.  113,  item  226,  new  wording; 
No.  114,  item  231,  deletion  of  words ;  No. 
115,  item  232,  free;  No.  116,  item  233A, 
new  duty ;  No.  117,  item  233B, 
new  duty;  No.  118,  item  23411,  new  item 
and  free;  No.  120,  item  234K,  deletion  of 
words  and  new  wording;  No.  121,  item 
234L,  id.  per  gallon;  No.  122,  item 
234PP,  new  wording,  but  new  item  to  fol- 
low, as  will  be  seen  in  the  list  of  accep- 
tances with  modifications;  No.  123,  item 
236A,  4s.  United  Kingdom;  No.  124, 
Item  2363,  6s.  Unit^  Kingdom;  No. 
125,  item  236D,  2S.  6d.  United 
Kingdom;  No.  126,  item  2360,  new 
Item  and  duty;  No.  127,  item  239, 
deletion  of  words;  No.  128,  item  244,  new 
wording  ^nd  35  per  cent.  General  Tariff; 
No.  129,  item  247,  deletion  of  words;  No. 
130,  item  248,  deletion  of  words;  No.  131, 
Item  253A,  deletion  of  words;  No.  133, 
•Item  255,  25  per  cent,  and  20  per 
cent.;  No.  134,  item  256,  deletion  of 
words;  No.  135,  item  258,  new  word- 
ing; No.  136  item  260  —  heading  — 
deletion  of  the  word  "filled";  item 
260D,  new  wording ;  item  *  260E, 
new  wording  and  duties;  No.  140, 
item  265A,  new  wording  and  duty ;  item 
2658,  new  wording  and  duty;  No.  143, 
item  278,  deletion  of  words;  No.  144,  item 
283,  request  as  to  duty;  No.  145,  item 
284B,  wording  and  duty;  No.  146,  item 
287,  new  wording;  No.  147,  item  290,  v 
per  cent.  General  Tariff;  No.  149,  item- 
296,  new  wording  and  deletion  of  words ; 
No.  150,  item  299,  30  per  cent.  Unitetf 
Kingdom;  No,  151,  item  2993,  new  word- 
ing and  rates;  No.  152,  item  299c,  new 
wording  and  rates;  No.  1^3,  item  303A,  is 
per  100  super,  feet;  No.  154,  item 
303B,  new  wording  and  dutv ;  No.  155, 
item  303B1,  new  item  and  duties; 
No.  157,  item  303,  paragraph  j,  new  word- 
ing; No.  158,  item  303,  paragraph  n,  de- 
letion of  wwds;  No.  159,  item  303,  para- 
graph u,  new  wording ;  No.  160,  item  303, 
paragraph  y,  duty  of  is.  each;  Na  161. 
item  303,  paragraph  cc,  new  wording  and 
deleti(xi  of  wwds;  No.  162,  item  303,  de- 
finition  of  "  suj^r^.  Jg^G^i^l^ent. 
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Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Is  that  ac- 
cepted ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— These  are  all 

accepted. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  means  an 
increase  of  the  duty  by  400  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM'  EYNE.— No.  163,  item 
304,  duty  of   30   per  cent,   against  the 
United  Kingdom;  No.  164,  item  306,  para- 
graph A,  new  wording  "  n.e.i.",  and  para- 
graph     new  wording  and  free;  No.  165, 
item  309,  new  wOTding,    "n.e.i.";  No. 
167,  item   318,   deletion    of    the  word 
"bent*'  and  new  wording;  No.  168,  item 
319,  deletion  of  the  word   "bent"  -and 
new     wording;     No.     169,     item  326, 
duties    of    25    per    cent,    and    20  per 
cent. —  that   is    another    request    with  re- 
gard to  which  I  am  obtaining  further  infor- 
mation; No.   170,    items   329    and  330, 
deletion  —  this    deletion    is   merely  tor 
the   purpose  of  transferring  these  items 
to  item  364  as  new  sub-items  there ;  No. 
171,  item  333,   new  wwding;  No.  172, 
item  335,  new  wording;   No.   173,  item 
336,  deletion  of  words  and  new  wording ; 
No.  174,  item  339,  deletion  of  wcwds;  No. 
175,  item  340,  deletion  of  words;  No.  176, 
item  341,  paragraph  a,  deleticm  of  words 
and  new  wording,  paragraph  b,  new  wwd- 
ing  and  free;  No.    177,   item  342,  new 
wording;  No.  178,  item  344,  deletion  of 
words  and  new  wording  only;  No.  179, 
item  347 ,  new  wording  and  deletion  of 
words,  also  free  upon   Imports   from  the 
United  '  Kingdan ;     No.      181,  item 
350,  deletion  of  words ;  No.  182,  item  353, 
paragraph  b,  duty  of  2d.  per  square  foot; 
No.  184,  item  355,  altered  wording;  No. 
185,  item  356,  new  wording  and  duty  in 
paragraph  a  ;  and  No.  186,  item  356,  dele- 
tion of  words  in  paragraph  b  ;  No.  187, 
item  356,  paragraph  c,  duty  of  6d.  against 
the  United 'Kingdom ;  No.  188.  item  356, 
paragraph  d,  altered  wording  in  the  duty 
column;  No.  189,  item  356,  paragraph  e, 
altered  wording  in  the  duty  column ;  No. 
190,  item  356,  paragraph  g,  new  wording; 
No.  191,  item  356,  par^aph  l,  newword- 
ing;  No.  192*  item  356,  paragraph  h,  de- 
letion of  wwds,  and  paragraph  mh,  new 
wording    and    rate ;    paragraph  n,  new 
wording ;  No.  193.  item  356,  paragraph 
pp.  new  wording  and  free  ;  No.  194,  item 
356,  p.iragraph  y,  free;   No.    195,  item 

356,  paragraph  aa.  altered  wording:  No. 
196,  item  356  paragraph  dd,  altered 
wordinc;  No.  197.  item  356,  paragraph 
EE.  new  wording  and  free  ;  No.  198,  item 

357,  parr.graph  a.  deletion  of  words — in 


this  case  * '  pencil  cases,  pen  and  pencil 
sets,  and  pen  holders  n.e.i."  are  deleted  in 
order  to  make  a  new  sub-item  to  item  364 
at  the   same   duty;    No.  199,   item  357, 
paragraph  a,  deletion  of  words ;  No.  200, 
item  357,  paragraph  b,  deletion  of  words, 
and  new  sub-item  and  duty ;  No.  201,  item 
359,  new  wording — this  is  a  case  where 
my  decision  might  be  varied;   No.  202, 
itan  364,  wen-ding  and  duties  of  new  sub- 
items;  No.  203,  item  370,  deletion  ot 
wording  and  inserticxi  of  new  sub-item, 
and  "  free";  No.  204,  item  372,  requests 
re  duties;  No.  205,  item  374,  requests  re 
duties;  No..  206,   item   376,   deleticm  of 
words  and  new  wording ;  No.  207,  item 
377,  deletion  of  words,  and  new  wording; 
No.  208,  item  378,  new  wording  and  de- 
letion of  words;  No.  209,  item  379,  new 
wording;  No.  210,  item  380,  new  wording, 
"n.e.i."  in  paragraph  g,  and  new  sub- 
item  and  5  per  cent,  and  free  in  paragraph 
i;  No.  211,  item  380,  paragraph  j(b),  dele-, 
tion  of  wcx-ds  and  new  wcH-ding;  No.  212, 
item  380.  paragraph  j(c).  new  sub-item  and 
5  per  cent,  and  free;  No.  213,  item  384, 
paragraph  b,  deletion  of  words  only ;  No. 
215,  item  386,  deletion  of  words;  No.  216, 
item  388,  altered  wording;  No.  217,  item 
390,  new  wording;  No.  218,  item  395,  de- 
letion of  words  and  new  wording;  No.  219, 
item  399,  deletion  of  words — this  is  an 
item  where  there  may  be  some  alteration, 
because  I  am  making  further  inquiries; 
No.  220,  iton  400,  new  wrading  "n.e.i." 
in  paragraph  c,  and  also  new  paragraph 
cc  and  free;  No.  221,  item  400,  paragraph 
z,  altered  wcnrding ;  Na  222,  item  402,  de- 
letion of  wwds — this  also  is  a  case  which 
is  not  finally  decided;  No.  223,  item  406, 
paragraphs  a  and  B,   new  wording,  new 
sub-item,  and  free;  No.   224,   item  408, 
paragraph  a,  is.  per  lb. ;  No.  225,  item 
408,  paragraph  e,  6d.  per  lb. ;  No.  226, 
item  409,  paragraph  a,   deletion  of  the 
word  "  filled  " ;  No.  227,  item  410,  para- 
graph A.  deletiOT  of  words  and  new  ward- 
ing; paragraph  b  (i)  and  ^2),  new  sub- 
items  and  free:   No.  228,  item  411.  new 
wording,  "n.e.i.";  No.  229,  item  417, 
new  wording;  No.  230,  item  423,  para- 
graph A.  deletion  of  words  and  new  word- 
ing, and  paragraph  b.  new  sub-item  and 
free;  \o.  232,  item  ,13;.  new  wording, 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  about  request  Na 
231? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—That  is  on  the 
other  list.  No.  233,  item  4.^8.  altered  word- 
ing of  footnote  :  No.  234,  item  442,  altered 
wording  re  X-Ray  apparatus-  oolvji  Jifa 
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235,  item  446,  new  wording  and  deletion 
of  words ;  No.  236,  item  448,  paragraph 
E,  new  wording;  No.  237,  item  450,  new 
wOTding ;  No.  238,  rebate  schedule.  With 
regard  to  the  Excise  TairifiF  Sdiedule,  the 
request  fw  the  insertitm  of  "  amy  lie 
alcohol  and  fusel  oil,  13s."  is  accepted. 
Those  are  all  the  requests  that  it  is  pro- 
posed by  the  Government  to  accept. 

Mr.  Joseph  Coot. — Is  the  honorable 
member  able  to  say  how  many  increases  and 
how  many  decreases  he  proposes  to  accept? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  &t  present 
We  will  take  ^m  as  they  come  in  rotation. 
I  do  not  tt^k  there  are  ivry  many  in- 
creases. I  come  now  to  requests  made  by 
the  Saaate  to  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment with  modifications,  as  follow :  Re- 
quest No.  13,  item  No.  53,  paragraph  c, 
modify  by  deleting  the  remaining  words 
in  parenthesis ;  No.  20,  item  88b,  modify 
by  deleting  "  not  manufactured  in  the 
CcHnmOTwealth  " ;  No.  22,  item  93F,  mo- 
dify by  making  rates  30  per  cent,  and  25 
per  cent. ;  No.  24,  item  96A,  modify  to. 
read — "  Rock  Salt,  per  ton,  20s.  and 
free";  No.  88,  item  176E,  accept  deletion 
of  words  but  letters  *' n.e.i."  to  follow 
"  Coal  Cutting  Machines  "  ;  No.  119,  item 
modify  by  adding  "  and  in  the  mean- 
time subject  to  duty  as  specified  in  item 
234  (j)  "  ;  No.  122,  item  234PP,  accept  pro- 
vided a  further  sub-item  is  inserted  read- 
ing "  Mineral  Gil  n.e.i.  per  gallon  3d.  and 
2d." ;  No.  148,  item  295B,  accept  if 
"n.e.i."  be  inserted  after  "  Petroleum 
Jelly  "  in  paragraph  a  ;  No.  183,  item  353, 
modify  to  read— (c)  Leather,  viz.,  Calf, 
n.e.i.,  ad  val.  15  per  cent,  (cc)  I,eather, 
viz.,  White  Sheep,  and  White  Lamb,  ?d 
val.  20  per  cent.  The  requests  which 
will  be  opposed  are  No.  i,  item  21A,  is. 
pd.  par  lb.;  No.  2,  item  21B,  2s.  3d.  per 
lb.;  No.  4,  item  34,  free;  No. 
5,  item  36,  ijd.  per  lb.,  United 
Kingdom ;  No.  7,  item  42,  Stearine 
and  ParafEne  Wax,  Jd.  per  lb. ; 
No.  8,  item  45A,  2jd.  per  lb.  General 
Tariff ;  and  No.  9,  item  45G,  new  item  and 
dutv.  I  mav  mention  that  tha  senators 
would  have  withdrawn  the  last  request  if 
the  Bill  had  been  recommitted. 

Mr.  DUGALD  Thomson. — Intending  to 
put  an  Excise  duty  on  the  local  article. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  intended 
to  deal  with  the  article  in  another  way. 
I  also  intend  to  oppose  requests  No.  10, 
item  46c,  2d.  per  lb.;  No.  18,  item  85, 
2d.  per  lb..  United  Kingdom;  No.  23, 
item  94c,  4s.  3d.  pef  cental ;  No.  26,  item 


lorA,  free;  No,  27,  item  105,  alteration 
of  "20  lb."  to  "5  lb.";  No.  29,  item 
io6b,  rates  15  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent. ; 
No.  34,  item  115,  rates  15  per  cent,  and 
10  per  cent.;  Noi  35,  item  116,  20  per 
cent.,  United  Kingdom;  No.  37,  item  xiS, 
free  and  free;  No.  39,  item  120A,  free 
and  free;  No.  40,  item  120B,  free  and 
free ;  No.  46,  item  123B,  deletion  of 
words;  No.  49,  item  123F,  5  per  cent,  and 
free;  No.  53,  item  132,  deletion  of  words 
and  new  wording  with  sub-items  and 
rates;  No.  68,  item  152  (a),  free.  General 
Tariff;  (b)  new  wording;  No.  72,  item 
159,  free  and  free;  No.  73,  item  160A, 
High  Speed  Engines,  &c. ;  No.  74,  item 
162A,  free,  General  Tariff;  Noi.  87,  item 
1760,  5  per  cent,  and  free;  No.  88,  item 
176E,  free,  General  Tariff;  No.  89,  item 
176F,  free  and  free;  No.  90,  item  177A, 
alteraticHi  of  "500"  to  "10'';  No.  91, 
item  177B,  alteration  of  "  500  "  to  "  10  " 
and  free;  No.  92,  item  177c,  free.  General 
Tariff ;  No.  93,  item  1770,  free  and  free; 
No,  96,  item  178BB,  free;  No.  98,  item 
180,  new  wwding ;  No.  joi ,  item  186, 
free  and  free;  and  No.  132  item  253B, 
new  wording  and  free.  With  regard  to 
the  last  request,  I  may  mention  that  the 
new  item  is  unnecessary,  as  the  House  of 
Representatives  made  provision  for  the  ex- 
emption of  such  glass  in  item  250.  I 
also  intend  to  oppose  requests  No.  137,  item 
261A,  ijd.  and  id.  per  lb. ;  No.  138,  item 
261C,  ijd.  and  id.  per  lb.;  No.  139,  item 
262,  25  per  cent..  United  Kingdcsn ;  No. 
141,  item  268A,  free;  No.  142,  item  275, 
(a)  deletion  of  "Muriate";  (b)  new  item 
and  5  per  cent. ;  No.  156,  item  303,  (d)  de- 
letion of  words;  (di),  new  item  and  2S.' 
No.  162,  item  303,  dd,  definition  of  super- 
ficial foot;  No.  166,  item  312,  new  word- 
ing; Nos.  178,  item  344;  179,  item  347; 
and  180,  item  348,  free,  general  Tariff; 
Nos.  213  and  214,  items  384  b  and  c.  25 
per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.  ■  No.  231.  item 
427.  free  and  free;  and  No.  2^4.  item  442, 
"  Dental  Chairs."  I  shall  have  prntod, 
for  the  information  of  honorab'e  members, 
the  schedules  which  I  have  just  read;  but 
I  hope  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  com- 
mence  this  afternoon  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate's  requests. 

Mr.  Wilson.— Why  not  get  rid  of  the 
whole  list  before  we  rise  to-night?  Let 
us  start  dividing  straight  away. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Cannot  the  Minister  give 
us  an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  total 
effect  on  the  revenue  fljakiofuttw  re- 
quested amendofiifltifi^fyV^ODgfe 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  cannot,  at 
this  moroent,  give  the  exact  figures,  but  the 
effect  is  not  material. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[4.25]. — I  undertake  to  say  that  the  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party,  who.  asked  for  the 
details  which  we  have  just  heard,  and  the 
Committes  generally,  are  n<xie  the  wiser, 
after  having  listened  for  half-an-hour  to 
the  weary  twaddle  with  which  the  Trea- 
surer has  wasted  our  time,  when  he  might 
have  vouchsafed  us  some  information. 

Mr.  Stosrer. — The  time  has  been  well 
spent.  It  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  that  time  is  wasted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.^I  expected  the, 
hoTKH-able  member  to  say  that. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  I  had  not  read 
the  schedules,  I  should  have  been  blamed 
for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  would  have 
been  more  to  the  point  had  the  Minister 
told  us  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  re- 
venue of  making  the  amendments  requested 
by  the  Senate,  and  to  what  extent  the  mak- 
infi[  or  not  making  of  requested  amend- 
ments would  increase  or  decrease  the  re- 
venue. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  would  take 
some  time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— T  thought  that 
the  Minister  could  say  in  one  sentwice  how 
the  revenue  would  be  increased  or  de- 
creased bv  the  making  or  not  making  of  re- 
quested amendments;  but,  apparently,  he 
knows  nothing  about  it,  although  the  Com- 
mittee has  a  right  to  expect  from  him  in- 
formation as  to  the  effect  of  adopting  the 
^Senate's  suggestions. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  not  be 
material. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— We  were  told, 
when  we  had  finished  our  revisicxi  of  the 
Tariff,  that  the  effect  of  the  amendments 
would  be  to  reduce  the  revenue  by 
^£440,000  per  annum.  Why  cannot  we 
have  similar  information  as  to  the  effect  of 
making  or  not  making  the  amendments  re- 
quest^ bv  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — We  can  get  this  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  each  individual  item,  when 
it  will  influence  the  Committee  more  than 
in  the  gross. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  intend  to 
adhere,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  my  former 
votes,  though,  of  course,  I  shall  vote  fw 
such  improvements  as  may  have  been  re- 
quested bv  the  Senate,  either  in  the  rates 
of  duty  or  in  the  amendment  of  re-arrange- 
'ent  of  the  items. 


Mr.  Chanter. — The  hcmorable  member 
will  support  requested  reductions  of  duty. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  forecast- 
ing cmly  my  attitude  generally.  I  intend 
to  make  the  incidence  of  the  TarifiF  as 
nearly  as  ixMsible  what  I  tried  to  make 
it  when  the  schedule  was  in  this 
Chamber ;  of  course,  leaving  myself 
free  to  vote  for  what  I  deem  to  be 
improvements.  What  has  occurred  in  the 
Senate  makes  it  necessary  for  the  Comf- 
mittee  to  strictly  scrutinize  the  requests 
now  submitted  for  our  consideration. 
Many  of  the  requests  affecting  important 
items  were  carried  by  only  small  ntajcKi- 
ties. 

Mr.  PovwroN. — And  increases  were 
supported  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Yes.  It  has 
been  singularly  unfortunate  for  those 
who  believe  in  a  moderate,  rather  than  in 
a  high,  Tariff,  that  two  senators  who  are 
moderate  tarifl&sts  were  absent  during  the 
.  consido'aticMi  of  the  schedule  in  another 
place. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^This  is  a  verv  mo- 
derate Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  was  waiting 
for  that  interjection,  because  the  Min- 
ister has  already  made  it  a  hundred  times. 
The  gentlemen  to  whom  I  refer  are  Sena- 
tors Vardon  and  Walker. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  thought  that  Senator 
Walker  was  an  extremist. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  call  Senator  Pulsford  moder- 
ate?   He  was  away. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  not 
menticHied  Senate  Pulsford.  Senator 
Walker  left  Australia  under  the  impres- 
sion that  he  had  secured  an  effective  pair ; 
but  it  has  now  turned  out  that  he  had  not 
done  so.  The  closeness  of  many  of  the 
divisions  in  the  Senate  make  it  necessary 
to  strictly  scrutinize  the  requests,  so  that 
effect  may  be  given  to  the  mind  of  the 
country  in  the  final  fixing-  of  the  Tariff. 
There  were  also  the  cases  alluded  to  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey,  in  which 
Ministers  voted  for  increases  on  the  rates 
agreed  to  by  their  colleagues  in  this  Cham- 
ber. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  we  go  along 
I  shall  point  out  a  number  of  such  cases, 
in  which  the  Treasurer  agreed  to  a  com- 
promise  

Sir  William  Lyne.— Because  L  could 
not  get  any  more-DigitizedbydoOgtc 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  there 
was,  not  a  compromise,  but  a  trick.  If 
the  Treasurer  made  certain  agreements 
with  the  mental  reservation  that  he  would 
cause  them,  to  be  broken  in  another  place, 
he  was  playing  tricks  with  us,  and  instead 
of  compromises,  we  had  trickery  and  de- 
cepticm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  does  not 
fairly  put  the  position. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— To  take  a  con- 
crete instance,  the  Treasurer  agreed,  after 
a  long  and  earnest  discussion,  to  certain 
timber  duties ;  but  in  the  Senate  Ministers 
voted  for  higher  rates.* 

Sir  William  Lyne.  —  The  honorable 
member  and  his  party  agreed  to  a  great 
many  duties  in  this  Chamber,  because  they 
could  not  obtain  lower  rates,  but  when 
those  duties  were  considered  in  the  Senate 
they  succeeded  in  their  efforts  to  reduce 
them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
has  no  right  to  speak  of  members  of  the 
Opposition  in  that  personal  sense.  I  have 
never  made  a  suggestion  to  any  honorable 
senator  in  regard  to  any  duties  agreed  to 
by  this  House.  But  the  Treasurer  cannot 
evade  his  Ministerial  responsibility  in  that 
wav.  His  colleague  in  another  chamber — 
whose  views  uptm  the  Tariff  are  supposed 
to  be  upon  all-fours  with  those  of  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Treasurer — took  up 
quite  a  contrary  position  frcHn  that  taken 
by  his  colleagues  here. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  The  Treasurer's  col- 
league in  another  place  may  have  objected 
to  the  compromises,  and  if  so,  why  should 
he  disfranchise  his  constituents? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  am  I  to 
understand  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
Cabinet  opiniini  upon  this  matter  ?  The  hon- 
orable member  for  South  Sydney  knows  that 
when  an  honorable  member  joins  a  Cabinet 
he  must,  to  some  extent,  surrender  his  per- 
sonal opinions. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  is  an  excellent  ad- 
mission to  emanate  fxam  a  man  who  objects 
to  the  caucus. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  an  admis- 
sicxi  which  has  been  made  from  time  imme- 
mwial.  Every  man,  when  he  enters  a  CaM- 
net,  surrenders  something  of  his  personal 
views.  He  may  make  his  own  mental  reser- 
vations, and,  of  course,  it  is  open  to  him 
to  leave  the  Cabinet  the  moment  that  he 
thinks  he  is  called  upon  to  sacrifice  his 
opinions  too  far.  But  he  does  not  bind 
himself  beforehand  that  under  any  given 


circumstances  he  will  vote  as  the  majority 
of  his  colleagues  may  determine. 

Mr.  Watson. — Neither  do  we.  That  l« 
a  piece  of  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  cannot  tell  me  anything  about,  that 
matter  that  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  honorable  member 
himself  subscribed  to  a  much  more  stringent 
pledge  than  we  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  is  so. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  (Mr. 
Batchelor). — Order  ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  must  correct  the  htmor- 
ary  member  by  informing  him  that  it  is  so. 
In  the  Temperance  Hall,  Sydney,  the  hon- 
orable member  himself  agreed  to  a  much 
more  stringent  pledge  than  we  do. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— I 
would  point  out  to  the  honorable  member 
for  South  Sydney  that  his  interjections  are 
disorderly. 

Mr.70SEPH  COOK.— Whatever  I  may 
have  done  in  the  Temperance  Hall,  Sydney, 
seventeen  years  ago — and  I  dare  say  that  I 
did  many  things  then^ — — 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— I 
must  cHice  more  ask  the  honorable  member 
not  to  pursue  that  subject. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  If  you,  sir, 
permit  the  honorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  to  make  interjections,  I  must  reply 
to  them. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— I 
would  point  out  that  I  have  already  called 
the  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney  to 
order. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  dare  say  that 
seventeen  years  ago,  I  was  as  big  a  simple- 
ton as  the  honorable  mmber  for  South 
Sydney  is  to-day. 

The  TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN.— 
That  statement  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  question  before  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— To  come  back 
to  the  point  which  I  was  making  when  I 
was  induced  to  digress  by  the  disorderly 
interjections  of  the  honorable  member,  I  re- 
peat that  the  Treasurer  agreed  to  certain 
compromises  in  this  Chamber — as  he  him- 
self has  informed  us — with  the  menial  re- 
servation that,  in  another  iplaa,  he  would 
endeavour  to  destroy  those  compromises. 
That  is  a  fine  admission^  £praij::abinet 
Minister  to  mak&^iti^e(iby^^,}(yy^^y  ^^at 
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no  Cabinet  Minister  has  ever  before  made 
such  an  admissicn  upon  the  fioor  of  Par- 
liament. 

Sir  WtLLiAH  Lyne. — Nmsense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  anything 
can  destroy  our  system  of  party  Oovern- 
ment,  it  is  the  way  in  which  it  is  being 
abused  by  Minist^  every  day  of  their 
existence. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  need  not  thinlc  that  he  is  gcnng  tu 
use  his  fists,  whilst  keeping  my  hands  tied 
behind  me. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  use 
my  fists,  whatever  the  Treasurer's  expres- 
sion may  mean.  I  have  a  good  pair  of 
heels.  I  merely  wish  to  say,  as  emphati- 
cally as  possible,  that  when  the  Treasurer 
resOTts  to  tricks  of  that  kind — I  can  call 
them  nothing  but  tricks  

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  might  at 
least  have  told  us  that  he  was  not  making 
a  compromise  at  all,  but  that  he  was 
merely  playing  upon  the  House  a  positive 
piece  of  deception.  We  have  waited  all 
these  months  to  leant  that  be  made  those 
compromises  only  until  he  oould  secure 
thxsa  alteratim  in  another  iplace,  through 
the  mouths  of  his  colleagues.  But  coming 
to  a  very  much  more  important  matter,  I 
wish  to  say  that  one  need  for  a  very  care- 
ful revision  of  this  Tariff,  as  it  has  been 
returned  from  another  place,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  abundant  revenue  which  it  is  yield- 
ing. I  wish  it  to  be  distmctly  under- 
stood that  I  am  not  suggesting  necessity  for 
scrutiny  in  the  way  of  prolonged  discus- 
sion— of  long  drawn-out  arguments.  I 
think  that  the  sooner  we  can  end  the  de- 
bate upon  this  Tariff,  consistent  with 
thoroughness,  the  better  it  will  be  for  all 
concerned.  But  there  are  one  or  twc 
matters  of  which  we  ought  to  take  cogniz* 
ance  at  the  very  outset  of  this  debate,  and 
one  of  these  is  the  abundant  re\'enue  which, 
has  been  flowing  in  during  the  current 
financial  year. 

Mr.  McWiLLTAMS.— That  is  all  right. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  all  right  m 
a  sense,  but  we  must  remember  that  the 
more  revenue  we  collect,  the  more  the 
people  have  to  pay.  I  admit  that  owing 
to  the  relations  existing  between  the  States 
and  the  CcMumonwealth  nowadays,  we  have 
long  since  thrown  overboard  those  old 
notions  of  thrift  and  econcwny  as  applied 
to  national  Gmernment,  which  ought  to  be 
in  the  very  forefront  of  politicians'  pro- 
trramroes. 


Mr.  Watson.— The  Treasurer  allows 
the  States  Treasurers  to  spend  our  revenue. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  I  do  not 
think  that  we  ought  to  raise  such  an  over- 
whelming amount. 

Mr.  Watson. — Then  let  us  cut  down 
some  of  the  revenue  duties. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Some  of  the  States 
want  revenue. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Did  the  hon- 
orable member  ever  know  of  a  State  whKfi 
did  not  want  revenue,  when  it  had  not  to 
raise  it?  The  sooner  that  position  is 
altered  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  thrifty 
development  and  government  of  Australia. 
As  soon  as  possible,  we  ought  to  resort  to 
the  simple  rule  that  those  who  spend  the 
money  shall  be  saddled  with  the  responsi- 
bility and  difficulty  of  raising  it.  During 
the  current  financial  year  we  shall  collect 
at  least  j^2,oco,ooo  more  than  we  collected 
last  year.  In  other  words,  our  revenue 
will  have  increased  by  about  23  per  cent. ; 
and  that  in  spite  of  the,  fact  that  we  are 
supposed  to  have  been  engaged  in  framing 
a  scientific  Tariff,  with  the  object  of  keep- 
ing out  importatims  and  of  decreasing  re- 
venue. What  does  this  prove  ?  It  proves 
that  the  Tariff  which- was  expected  to  have 
the  effect  of  stimulating  local  production 
throughout  Australia  has  done  nothing  of 
the  kind.  It  proves  that  we  have  merely 
added  so  much  to  the  pricKs  of  commo- 
dities— an  addition  which  has  been  paid 
by  the  consumers.  I  admit  that  we  might 
have  expected  nothing  else.  The  presence 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Batman  re- 
minds me  of  a  simple  incident  whidi  will 
illustrate  the  point  that  I  am  putting.  Upon 
one  occasion,  I  recollect  the  honorable 
member  exhibiting,  for  our  enlightenment, 
five  or  six  pairs  of  babies'  booties  "  in 
this  chamber,  and  telling  us  that  in  Vic- 
toria five  men  were  engaged  in  their  manu- 
facture. To  accommodate  those  five  men, 
we  taxed  babies'  "  booties  "  all  over  Aus- 
tralia to  the  tune  of  35  per  cent.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  percentage  of  thcwe 
"  booties  "  are  now  being  manufactured  in 
the  Commonwealth  in  consequence  of  the 
imposition  of  that  duty.  That  is  merely 
one  of  a  nimibCT  of  instances  in  whidi — in 
order  to  keep  a  few  men  employed  in  one 
part  of  the  Commonwealth — we  leried  high 
duties  uixm  articles  of  general  consump- 
tion. As  time  goes  on,  we  shall  re^ 
cognise  more  and  more  the  utter  futility 
of  sliaoing  for  the  whde  of  Australia 
a  Tariff  which  might  be  cood  enoiich  if 
shaped  for  a  smal|l^e£p(]^n3(3g^  like 
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that  of  Victoria.  When  we  began  our 
Tariff  legislation,  it  would  have  been  a  good 
corrective  for  this  sort  of  thing  if  we  had 
kept  a  map  of  Australia  alongside  of  us. 
Of  course,  I  am  simply  arguing  in  favour 
of  what  is  reTisonable  as  applied  to  the 
whole  of  the  Commonwealth,  without  re- 
gard to  any  particular  portion  of  it. 
While  it  mav  be  very  well,  from  a  protec- 
tionist point  of  view,  to  protect  those 
individuals  in  Victoria  who  are  engaged  xn 
manufacturing  articles  of  necessity,  such 
as  that  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Batman  so  earnestly  champions,  I  ask 
whether  it  is  wise  to  impose  these  enormous 
duties  throughout  '  the  Commonwealth, 
when  there  is  no  posability  of  such  articles 
being  manufactured  in  the  various  States? 
Thus  it  comes  about  that  this  year  our  re- 
venue will  exceed  the  amount  collected  last 
year  by  23  per  cent.,  despite  the  sdentinc 
Tariff 'which  we  are  supposed  to  have 
framed,  and  despite  the  heavier  duties  that 
M-e  have  le\'ied.  These  are  facts  which  we 
ought  to  take  into  consideration  in  discus- 
sing the  requests  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  us  by  the  Senate.  During  the 
current  financial  vear  our  revenue  will  total 
about  j^i  1,750,000  as  against  ;£9,5oo,ooo 
collected  last  vear. 

Mr.  HtrrcHisoN.— It  will  take  a  little 
time  for  it  to  shrink. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  obvious 
that  this  large  revenue  will  not  continue. 
There  must  be  a  shrinkage;  but  I  doubt 
whether  that  shrinkage  will  be  as  large  as 
some  honorable  members  forecast.  The 
one  outstanding  feature  in  connexion  with 
our  Onnmonwealth  finance  has  been  that 
our  revenue  has  not. decreased  to  the  extent 
that  has  been  predicted.  Sir  George  Tur- 
ner was  out  in  his  forecast  as  to  the 
shrinkage  which  would  take  place  in  the 
revenue  in  consequence .  of  the  protective 
incidence  of  the  duties  levied  under  the 
Tariff  of  1901-2.  Then,  a  little  while 
ago,  the  hOTorable  member  for  Flinders — 
himself  an  ex-Treasurer  of  this  State— in 
endeavouring  to  forecast  the  future  finan- 
cial relations  between  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  States,  declared  that  when  matters 
had  adiusted  themselves,  we  might  expect 
to  receive"  a  revenue  of  a  little  over 
^^o.ooo.ooo  annuallv. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  have  experienced  a 
series  of  good  seasons  since  1902.  That 
fact  must  not  be  foreotten. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  honor- 
able member  will  admit  that  the  season 
experienced  this  year  has  not  been  better 


than  that  experienced  last  year.  There  has 
been  a  shrinkage  in  prices  this  year  which 
is  bound  to  immediately  express  itself  in 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  Watson. — Not  immediately.  That 
is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  let  me  put 
it  in  this  way :  There  is  not  lilroly  to  be  an 
increase  in  our  revenue.  The  revenue  is, 
therefore,  shown  to  be  so  much  over  that 
of  last  year,  on  account  of  other  causes 
than  the  seasons.  I  do  not  think 
the  increase  is  due  to  the  good  sea- 
sons. I  believe  that  the  Tariff  had 
much  to  do  with  it.  both  in  respect  of  its 
incidence  and  the  circumstances  attending 
its  imp(»ition.  No  doubt  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  loading  up  in  anticipaticm  ot 
the  Tariff,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  bonding  since  the 
Tariff  has  been  going  through  Parliament ; 
and  I  question  whether  those  operations  do 
not  balance  themselves  in  the  course  of  a 
vear.  But,  allowing  for  some  shrinkage, 
if  honorable  members  like,  it  is  still  prac- 
tically certain  that  we  are  going  to  get 
j^i, 500,000  of  additiwial  revenue  of  a 
permanent  character  from  the  new  Tariff. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Which  will  be  badly 
wanted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  not  talk- 
ing about  that  at  present.  We  did  not 
frame  the  Tariff  to  make  mmey.  We  were 
supposed  to  frame  it  for  the  purpose  of 
rescuing  industries  which  were  being 
strangled,  and  to  prevent  importations  of 
goods  affecring  those  industries.  Here  is 
the  net  result  of  our  efforts  to  prevent  those 
importations — that  they  have  enormously  ii>. 
creased  during  the  year,  and  that  we  shall 
have  an  increased  yield  of  revenue  of  over 
;^2,ooo,ooo  sterling  above  that  of  last  year. 
It  seems  to  me  that  our  Custtxns  revenue 
will  not  shrink,  if  our  seascms  keep  as  they 
are,  very  much  below  -/Ti  1,000,000.  The 
Vice-President  of  the  Executive  Council 
in  the  other  Chamber  thought  that  the 
revenue  would  settle  down  at  _;^io,25o,ooo. 
But  all  these  forecasts.  made  bv 
Victorian  politicians,  are.  I  am  afraid, 
based  on  their  experience  as  State 
Treasurers'  and  State  Ministers  of  Cus- 
toms :  and  it  seems  to  me  that  Victorian 
experience  affords  no  verv  reliable  guide  in 
relation  to  our  experience  of  Australia  as 
a  whole.  A  very  good  judge  estimates  that 
the  Tariff  will  work  out,  at  the  end  of  the 
pres«it  year,  as  follows:  The  yield  in 
New  South  Wales  is  estim,?ted  to  be  12s. 
per  head  mwe  ^Ij^ffiei^Obl^tear;  in 
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Victoria,  8s.  gd.  per  head  more ;  in 
Queensland,  about  6s. ;  in  South  Australia, 
about  los.  6d. ;  in  Western  Australia, 
about  IIS. ;  and  in  Tasmania,  about  6s.  6d. 
per  head.  So  that  there  is  not  only  an  in- 
crease in  the  aggregate,  but  an  increase 
per  capita  of  the  revenue  derived  frcHn  the 
Tariff  in  all  the  States. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Whose  opinion  is 
that? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Nash,  the  financial  editor  of  the 
Sydney  Daily  Telegraph;  and  there  are 
few  better  judges  than  he.  The  outstand- 
ing fact  is  that,  while  we  have  been  piling 
on  these  duties  with  the  intenticxi  to  in- 
crease local  production  and  to  kill  re- 
venue, the  revenue  itself  seems  to  laugh  at 
all  our  puny  efforts,  and  maintains  itself 
in  this  increasing  ratio  through  every 
month  in  the  year.  This  is  the  best  pos- 
sible proof  that  to  frame  this  Tariff  on  a 
basis  derived  from  the  experience  of  one  or 
two  large  cities  of  Australia  is  to  place 
it  upcm  a  false  basis  altogether.  When  we 
come  to  ccmsider  the  needs  of  Australia  as 
a  whole,  and  especially  the  needs  of  its 
great  primary  industries,  our  efforts  ought 
to  be  in  the  directi(Mi  of  a  moderate  Tariff, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  direction  of  mode- 
rating these  duties  which  have  come  from 
the  Senate  where  they  transgress  the  rule 
which  I  have  just  laid  down.  It  wiil  t)e 
our  duty,  therefore,  while  not  doing  any- 
thing to  proItMig  debate  upon  the  Tariff,  to 
search  this  schedule  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible care,  with  a  view  of  moderating  those 
duties  in  which  increases  have  been  re- 
quested by  homH-able  members  of  another 
place  in  pursuance  of  their  rights.  I  shall 
do  nothing  which  will  add  to  the  burdens 
of  the  people  of  Australia.  I  believe  that 
in  taking  that  stand  I  shall  be  doing  that 
which  will  eventually  be  best  in  the  in- 
terests of  Australian  enterprise  and  of  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

Item  31.  Tobacco  unmanufactured  but  entered 
to  be  loyalty  manufacturer]  into  Tobacco  or 
Cigarettes — to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  removal 
to  the  factory — (a)  Unstcmmed,  per  lb.,  is.  gd. ; 
and  on  and  after  5th  October,  1907,  is.  6d. 

^«;uff/.— Make  the  duty  is.  gd. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Huhe  Cook)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Can  the  Minister 
explain  what  the  requested  amendment 
means,  and  whv  the  Govenunent  do  not 
propose  to  accede  to  it? 


Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke)  [4-56].— 
The  proposal  of  the  Senate  is  to  make  the 
duty  on  unstemmed  tobacco  i  s.  gd.  per 
lb.,  whereas  what  was  proposed  by  this 
House  was  a  duty  of  is.  6d.  per  lb.  It 
is  therefore  suggested  that  the  duty  be  in- 
creased .by  3d.  That  suggesticm  we  refuse 
to  accept. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Requested  am^idment  in  item.  21,  para- 
graph B  (Tobacco,  trnmapufactuied,  to  be 
locally  manufactured  into  Tobacco  or 
Cigarettes,  stemmed),  inserting  the  words 
"  or  partly  stemmed  " — made. 

Requested  amendment  in  item  21,  para- 
graph B,  to  make  the  duty  per  lb.  2s.  3d., 
not  made. 

Requested  amendment  in  item  22,  para- 
graph B  (Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  to  be 
locallv  manufactured  into  Cigars,  stemmed), 
inserting  the  words  "or  partly  stemmed," 
made. 

Item         Sapo  and  Tapioca,  per  lb.,  ^d. 
Request. — ^Uake  the  item  free. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  .  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  Irvine. — What  amount  of  revenue 
is  involved? 

Sir  William  LvNE.-r-The  request  in- 
volves a  loss  of  ^£13,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [5.0].— I  hope 
that  this  request  will  be  agreed  to.  If 
thoe  is  one  article  more  than  another 
which  should  come  in  free,  it  is  sago. 
Neither  sago  nor  tapioca  is  produced  in 
Australia,  and  I  can  see  no  immediate 
prospect  of  their  production  here.  They 
are  both  valuable  articles  of  food,  and  are 
largely  used  by  people  living  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  countrv.  They  form  a  very 
valuable  substitute  for  fruit  and  other  per- 
ishable products  which'  cannot  be  readily 
<^tained  in  the  interior. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber serious  in  saying  that  farinaceous  foods 
are  a  substitute  for  fruit? 

Mr,  BOWDEN.— I  am.  I  notiee 
that  these  foods  are  on  the  free  list  in  the 
New  Zealand  Tariff.  Without  laJbouring 
the  question,  I  quite  agree  with  the  re- 
quest made  by  the  Senate,  and  hxype  that 
it  will  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.1].— I  trust 
that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  sago  and 
tapioca  being  placed  on  the  free  list.  They 
are  articles  of  food  which  will  Ee  foimd 
in  most  homes  in  the  Cominonwealth. 
Why  should  we  im^^a^^j^^? 
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As  far  as  I  know,  they  are  not  produced 
in  Australia.  They  are  good  wholestxne 
foods,  espedally  for  children.  I  there- 
fore trust  that  the  request  will  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.2]. — I  point  out  that  the  duty 
which  the  Governnjent  desire  to  retain 
means  a  tax  of  30  or  40  per  cent,  on  an 
article  of  diet  which  is  used  very  lately 
by  the  poorer  classes. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.3]. 
— We  ought  to  hear  from  the  Minister  whe- 
ther -  sago  or  tapioca  are  being  grown  in 
Australia  at  prraent,  or  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  their  being  produced  in 
saleable  quantities.  If  there  is  evidence 
that  they  can  be  |;rown  in  quantities,  or 
that  some  one  is  viHing  to  embark  on  the 
industry  of  producing  them,  there  may  be 
a  reason  for  a  duty  ;  but  otherwise  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  dissenting  from  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.4]. — A  duty  was  imposed  on  sago 
and  tapioca  in  the  1902  Tari^,  when  the 
rate  was  4s.  per  cental,  which  is  equal  to 
|d.  per  lb.  I  am  not  aware  that  sago  and 
tapioca  are  grown  in  large  quantities  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson.^ — None  is  grown. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that 
some  of  the  Queensland  members  could 
give  us  some  information  cm  that  point.  I 
do  not  assert  that  any  large  quantity  is 
produced  in  Australia,  but  sago  ought  to 
be  grown  here. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  Treasurer  had 
better  accept  the  request. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  is  advocating  the  abolition  of 
what  he  would  call  a  revenue  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  duty  was 
in  operation  under  the  first  Federal  Tariff, 
and  I  have  not  heard  any  great  outcry 
against  it.  I  should  not  like  to  say  that  we 
ought  to  obtain  revenue  by  means  of  duties 
on  goods  in  respect-  of  which  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a  tax,  but  the  States  are  cer- 
tainly crying  out  for  increased  revenue,  and 
if  we  cut  down  the  duties  the  smaller 
States,  will  suffer. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  believe  that  the 
acceptance  of  this  request  would  mean  the 
loss  of  a  whole  ^^500  to  Tasmania. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  acceptance 
of  this  request  and  others  involving  a  reduc- 
tion of  duties  would  affect  the  returns  from 
the  Tariff. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  the  revenue 
has  increased  by  ;^^i, 750,000. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Even  so,  the 
States  will  be  none  too  well  off.  What 
would  have  been  their  position  if  the  Tariff" 
had  not  yielded  an  increased  revenue?  We 
may  not  always  have  seasons  of  prosperity, 
and  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  any  de- 
pression that  may  occur.  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  accept  this  request,  and  I 
would  remind  honorable  members  in  tBe 
OppositiOT  corner  that  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Balaclava  said  that  he  would  sup- 
port the  Tariff  as  it  left  this  House,  so  that 
I  should  at  least  be  able  to  claim  his  vote. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [5.9]— 
The  Treasurer  admits  that  this  is  a  revenue 
duty,  and  to  support  his  contention  that  it 
should  be  retained  he  falls  back  on  the 
general  statement  that  the  States  are  anxious, 
to  secure  as  much  revenue  as  possible.  That 
argument  would  apply  to  every  proposal 
to  amend  the  Tariff.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  point  we  have  specially  to  consider  in 
this  connexitxi  is  that  tapioca  and  sago  are 
not  produced  in  Australia,  and  that  this  is 
therefore  a  purely  revenue  impost  on  articles 
of  food.  The  Treasurer  has  said  that  there 
has  been  no  outcry  against  it,  but  I  would 
remind  him  that,  speaking  generally,  tlie 
consumers  of  tapioca  and  sago  do  not  own 
newspapers,  and  have  no  means  of  making 
vigorou."*  protest  against  the  duty.  Sago 
and  tapioca  are  wholesome  foods  for  child- 
ren, and  in  the  circumstances  I  think  that 
the  Treasurer  would  be  well  advised  in  ask- 
ing the  Committee  to  agree  to  the  request 
made  by  another  pla<%. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [5.11].— When  the 
Treasurer  was  speaking  I  interjected  that 
it  was  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  not  given 
the  Committee  an  indication  of  the  effect 
which  the  acceptance  of  the  requests  made 
by  the  Senate  would  have  upon  the  rev«nie. 
We  should  have  no  difficulty  in  determining 
what  stand  we  ought  to  take  in  respect  to 
proposals  of  this  kind  if  we  knew  what 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  revenue  of 
the  acceptance  of  the  requests  made  by 
the  Senate,  and  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  increased  duties  requested  and 
likely  to  be  agreed  to.  That  the 
Minister  thought  that  such  information 
ought  to  be  given  is  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  it  was  pointed  out  in  the  Senate  that 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  sdiedule  as  intro- 
duced would  involve  a  loss  of  revenue 
amounting  to  a^t^^^^g^^  annum. 
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We  ought  not  to  hesitate  to  accept  this  re- 
quest on  the  ground  that  it  would  inv<rfve  a 
surrender  of  revenue  amounting  to  ;^i3,ooo 
per  annum  in  respect  of  articles  of  such 
wide  consumption  as  tapioca  and  sago,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  fact  that  on  three  items  alone 
— ^wire  netting,  timber^  and  galvanized  iron 
— we  stnick  criflF  duties  invcrfving  a  loss  of 
revenue  amounting  to  70,000  per  annum. 
If  I  remember  rightly,  the  Treasurer,  in 
submitting  his  Budget  statement,  said  that 
this  Tariff  would  yield  ^^900,000  in  excess 
of  the  amount  derived  last  year  under  the 
first  Federal  Tariff,  but  that  as  against 
that  increase  we  should  have  to  make  pro- 
vision this  year  for  an  increased  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  _;^i,ooo,ooo.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  incur  even  half  of  that  in- 
creased expenditure  during  the  present  finan- 
cial year.  The  bulk  of  the  votes  which  are 
to  absorb  the  increased  revenue  will  lapse 
by  the  30th  June,  so  that  we  shall  have  a 
much  bigger  balance  than  was  anticipated. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  hope  that  they 
will  not  lapse. 

Mr.  GLYNN. — Surely  the  expenditure 
proposed  by  the  Government  in  respect  of 
immigration,  defence,  and  many  other  items 
which  I  could  mention  will  not  be  incurred 
this  year.  So  far  then  as  we  axe  to  con- 
sider these  items  from  the  pcnnt  of  view  of 
this  year's  revenue  we  ought  not  to  hesi- 
tate to  make  this  item  free,  since  the  free- 
ing of  it  can  have  very  little  effect  upcKi 
the  large  surplus  we  are  likely  to  have  at 
the  end  of  the  present  financial  year. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [s.h]-— 
Honorable  members  have  stated  that  sago 
and  tapioca  are  produced  in  Queensland. 
I  do  not  think  that  the\-  are  produced  to  any 
extent  there,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
they  can  be.  and  I  daie  say  that  they  will 
be  produced  in  larger  quantities.  I  think 
that  the  request  should  be  agreed  to. 
Sago  is  a  most  nutritious  substance. 
It  is  the  principal  food  of  the  natives 
of  New  Guinea,  and  by  making  it 
free  we  shall  give  those  who  are  producing 
it  in  our  Northern  Possession — Papua — a 
convenient  market.  A  great  deal  of  sago 
is  produced  in  Papua,  and  the  fact  that  it 
is  not  of  the  best  quality  is  due  simply  to 
defective  treatment.  The  Treasurer  would 
be  making  a  great  concession  by  agreeing 
to  the  request. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [5.16]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Angas  has 
raised  a  very  important  question  to  whidi 
the  Government  should  make  a  definite 
reply.   He  has  pointed  out  that  this  is  the 


first  item  which  raises  distinctly  the  ques- 
tion of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  effect  upon 
the  revenue-  of  the  acceptance  of  these  re- 
quests. We  are  told  that  we  shall  suffer 
a  loss  of  ;^i3,ooo  per  annum  if  this  item 
be  made  free,  but  in  order  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  effectively  discharge  our  duty  in 
dealing  with  these  requests  we  should  have 
from  the  Government  a  ststement  as  to 
what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  revenue  gener- 
ally if  the  requests  made  by  the  Senate  be 
accepted.  I  presume  that  the  Treasurer 
has  the  infonnati<xi  before  him.  The  Go- 
vernment, in  order  to  determine  what  re- 
quests the  House  should  be  asked  to  accept 
and  what  it  should  be  asked  to  reject,  must 
have  had  before  them  the  figures  for  which 
I  ask,  dnd  the  statement  which  is  to  be  pub- 
lished should  give  an  indication  of  how  the 
revenue  will  h&  affected'  by  the  acceptance 
of  the  requests. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  Committee 
will  be  given  the  information  as  we  deal 
with  each  item. 

Mr,  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  not 
sufficient.  I  believe  we  all  desire,  if  pos- 
sible, to  make  this  item  free;  the  only 
question  is  whether  it  is  wise  to  agree  to  a 
request  involving  a  considerable  loss  of  re- 
venue before  we  know  how  the  revenue 
from  the  Tariff  generally  will  be  affected 
bv  the  other  requests  that  we  are  to  deal 
with.  I  am  in  favour  of  accepting  the 
request  providing  that  the  amendment  can 
be  made  without  adopting  a  principle  that 
may  seriously  diminish  the  revenue  from 
Customs  and  Excise.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laaneooorie  interjected  a  few 
minutes  ago  that  honorable  members  on  this 
side  were  in  favour  of  revenue  duties,  and 
should  therefore  be  in  favour  of  this  im- 
post. That  statement  involves  a  miscon- 
ception of  the  position.  I  am  in  favour  of 
revenue  duties  in  the  sense  that  I  bdieve 
that  for  a  very  large  number  of  years  we 
must  derive  the  greftt  bulk  of  our  revenue 
from  Custnns  and  Excise  duties,  and  that 
therefore  we  must  always  regard  the  duties 
imposed  from  the  point  of  view  of  their 
returning  a  large  revenue.  In  that  sense 
we  look  upon  all  imposts  ks  revenue  duries. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  Commonwealth  ob- 
taining revenue  as  far  as  possible  from 
duties  which  will  also  have  a  protective 
incidence,  where  such  duties  can  be  fairly 
imposed.  We  are  asked  to  remove  a  reve- 
nue dut)',  which  will  return  only  £,1^,000 
a  year — a  dutv  which  I  am  assured  is  equal 
to  30  per  cent,  or  40  per  cent,  upon  articles 
of  food  used  larg^v^,feg,tlQ(9(^f^sses. 
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Mr.  Hutchison. — And  especially  by  the 
sick. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Sago  and  tapioca 
are  consumed  largely  by  invalids  and  chil- 
dren. Unless  the  Treasurer  takes  up  the 
position  that  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  this 
amount  <^  revenue  I  shall  feel  compdled 
to  vote  for  the  acceptance  of  Uie  Scaiate's 
request. 

Mr.  Fairbaikn. — What  about  the  pro- 
tection of  the  industry.? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— We  have  practi- 
cally no  industry  in  respect  of  tapioca  and 
stgo. 

Sir  John  Forsest. — We  shall  have. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Who  says  so? 
I  am  not  a  protectionist  of  the  class  that 
is  prepared  to  impose  protective  duties  on 
something  which  may  possibly  in  the  ronote 
future  be  produced  here. 

Blr.  Salmon. — The  honwable  mendjer 
would  prefer  a  bounty  for  the  oicourage- 
ment  of  tb^  industry. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  should  prefer, 
if  possible,  to  grant  a  bounty.  I  think 
we  should  receive  some  definite  statement 
from  the  Treasurer  showing  whether,  tak- 
ing into  account  the  effect  of  the  whc^e 
of  the  Senate's  requests,  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  must  have  bad  befwe  him 
in  makmg  up  the  list  of  those  he  proposes 
to  accept,  we  can  affwd  to  lose  this  amount 
of  revenue. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5.20]. — 
This  is  one  of  those  propositions  which 
causes  protectionists  to  have  very  great 
misgivings.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  re- 
venue duties,  and  have  never  voted  for 
them  where  I  could  avcnd  doing  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — ^All  protectionist 
duties  are  revenue  duties  in  one  sense. 

Mr.  SALMON.— But  not  in  the  sense 
that  _this-  is  a  revenue  duty.  This  duty 
is  undoubtedly  purely  a  revenue  duty,  and 
has  no  protective  incidence.  Although 
sago  might  be  grown  in  Queensland,  it  is 
not  grown  there,  or,  at  all  events,  to  an 
extent  which  would  warrant  us  in  imposing 
a  duty  upon  it  equal  to  40  per  cent,  ad 
v^orem.  I  feel,  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders,  that  in  the  absence  of 
any  urgent  necessity  from  the  Treasury 
poant  of  view,  we  should  not  impose  a  duty 
on  this  article,  and  I  should,  therefore, 
like  to  see  the  request  of  the  Senate  agreed 
to.  But  I  must  express  mv  surprise  at 
hearing  hon«abIe  members  <^posite,  al- 
most unanimously,  condenming  a  revenue 


duty,  when  we  know  that  some  of  them 
posed  before  the  country  at  the  last  elec- 
tion as  revenue  tariflSsts. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  has  con- 
demned the  duty  on  sago  as  a"  revenue 
duty  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  do  not  con- 
demn it  as  a  revenue  duty,  but  as  an  im- 
proper revenue  duty. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Some  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  have  ccmdemned  the  dutv  al- 
together. They  have  expressed  themselves 
in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's 
request,  and  I  must  express  my  surprise 
that  they  should  have  done  so  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  here  as  professed 
revenue  tarriffists. 

Mr.  Bruce  Suith. — What  about  the  hcm- 
orable  gentleman's  positim?  How  does 
he  Intend  to  vote? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  going  to  ask  the 
Government  to  agree  to  the  Senate's  re- 
quest. The  estimated  loss  of  revenue  by 
th>.*  adoption  of  such  a  course  is  ;£i3rOOo. 
That  is  but  a  small  amount,  and  it  has 
been  pmnted  out  that  we  are  dealing  with 
an  article  of  food,  which  by  reason  of  its 

rrtability,  is  largely  used  in  the  interior, 
do  not  agree  with  the  hcxiorable 
member  for  Nepean  tlhat  it  is  used 
as  a  substitute  for  fruit;  but  sago 
and  tapioca  are  valuable  foods  in 
health  or  in  sickness,  and  in  the  circum- 
stances, I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
see  the  advisability  of  accepting  the 
Senate's  request.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Herbert  advanced  an  argimioit, 
which  should  have  weight  with  tire  Com- 
mittee. He  pointed  out  that  since  we  have 
taken  over  the  control  of  New  Guinea, 
we  cannot  better  assist  the  development  of 
that  territory  than  by  heliping  settlers  there 
to  grow  those  {Hroducts  whidi  .the  country 
is  best  adapted  to  produce.  At  this  time 
last  year,  I  visited  portions  of  the  Ma- 
lay Archipelago,  where  botfi  sago  and 
tapioca  are  grown,  and  the  country  and 
climate  is  similar  to  New  Guinea,  By 
adopting  the  request  of  the  Senate  we 
shall  do  something  to  assist  the  develc^ 
ment  of  New  Guinea,  and,  though  it  mav 
mean  a  loss  of  ;^i3,ooo  of  revenue,  there 
are  other  wavs  of  raising  revenue  than  the 
impo^ti(»i  of  taxation  upon  an  article  of 
food. 

■  Mr.  FAfRBAIRN  (Fawkncr)  [5.25].— 
I  have  been  somewhat  surprised  by  this 
request  from  the  Senatey^  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  was  deciiMdatUk&Q^e^ederal 
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election  to  return  a  Parliament  in  favour 

of  increases  of  duties  all  round. 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  at  all. 
Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  understood  that 
it  was  admitted  that  the  result  of  the  last 
Federal  electicoi  was  to  return  a  protec- 
tionist majwity. 
Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Most  decidedly. 
Mr.   FAIRBAIRN.— I   think  I  have 
heard  honorable  members  of  the  Opposi- 
tion admit  that. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — We  are  not  dealing  now 
with  a  protectionist  duty. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— We  are  dealing  with 
a  duty  imposed  by  the  first  Federal  Parliar 
ment.  I  admit  that  articles  of  food  should 
be  made  as  cheap  as  possible,  but  the  first 
Parliament  decickd  to  impose  a  duty  of  ^d. 
per  lb.  on  this  article,  and  there  was  no 
great  outcry  as  the  result  of  that  decision. 
1  can  see  no  real  reason  for  the  abolition 
of  that  duty.  I  should  like  ta  repeat  the 
request  made  by  the  honorable  members  for 
Angas  and  Flinders,  that  the  Ministei 
should  submit  swne  statement  showing  the 
financial  result  of  accepting  or  rejecting  the 
requests  made  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  Treasurer  has  said 
that  it  would  be  immaterial. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.^I  understand  that 
the  honorable  gentleman  estimates  that  the 
result  of  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's  re- 
quest in  this  case  would  be  a  loss  of  re- 
venue to  the  extent  of  ^£13,000.  I  should 
not  describe  that  as  immaterial.  If  honor- 
able members  endeavoured  to  induce  the 
House  to  agree  to  an  expenditure  of 
^£13,000  for  any  purpose,  they  would  find 
that  the  amount  would  not  be  regarded  as 
immaterial.  It  is  an  amount  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  well  worth  considering.  The 
dutv  has  not  been  (Ejected  to  in  the  past, 
and  the  people  who  have  used  sago  have 
not  noticed  any  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
article  due  to  the  duty. 

Mr.  W.  H.    Irvine. — It   represents  a 
duty  of  between  30  and  40  per  cent. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  think  that  that 
cannot  be  correct.  It  is  the  duty  which  has 
been  in  force  since  the  impositiOT  of  the 
first  Federal  Tariff,  and  I  see  no  justifica- 
tion far  its  aboliti<Hi.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  House  was  returned  to  insist  upon  the 
maintenance  of  a  protectionist  policy,  and 
I  think  we  should  do  so. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.28]. — I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner. 
The  honorable  member  has  given  the  Com- 


mittee a  new  reading  of  the  mandate  of  the 
last  election,  to  which  I  cannot  subscribe. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN. — I  have  heard  the  hon- 
orable member  say  that  this  is  a  protec- 
tionist Parliament. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  gravely  doubt 
whether  the  honorable  member  has  heard 
me  say  even  that.  He  has  certainly  never 
heard  me  say  that  the  mandate  of  the  elec- 
tors was  for  all-round  increases  of  a  pro- 
tective character. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN. — This  would  not  be  an 
increase.  It  would  be  maintaining  the 
duty  imposed  under  the  first  Federal 
Tariff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  take  a  re- 
vision of  the  Tariff  to  mean  an  increase  or 
reducticxi  of  duties  as  the  circumstaixses 
warrant.  It  would  be  a  fine  thing  if  we 
were  to  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  in- 
vestigate the  Tariff  with  an  understanding 
that  we  should  give  attention  to  its  recom- 
mendations if  they  involved  increases  of 
duties,  and  not  reductions  of  duties.  The 
hon(»-able  member  has  given  us  a  new  read- 
ing of  the  mandate  of  the  electors,  and  I 
have  not  heard  anything  like  it  before  in 
this  House.  Honorable  members  who  were 
absent  from  the  Chamber  when  I  first  ad- 
dressed myself  to  the  question,  have  since 
asked  the  Minister  to  submit  a  statement 
such  as  I  asked  for  before.  When  I  made 
the  request  the  Minister's  reply  was  that 
the  requests  made  by  the  Senate  would,  it 
adopted,  make  very  little  difference  in  the 
amount  of  revenue  to  be  derived  under  the 
Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  would  not  be 
very  serious.  Perhaps  it  would  mean  a 
difference  of  ;^3oo,ooo,  but  I  shall  be  able 
to  give  the  figures  more  in  detail. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  the  Min- 
ister  mean  that  we  shall  be  asked  to  sur- 
render that  amount  of  revenue? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  shall  be  prepared 
to  give  honorable  members  particulars. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  Treasurer  knows. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Then,  the  honor- 
able member  should  not  ask  me  these  ques- 
tions, and  he  will  not  get  wrong  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Does  the  Minister 
mean  ;£3oo,ooo,  more  or  less,  of  revenue? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— In  the  absence 
of  the  information,  I  wish  to  make  mv 
position  clear.  For  nine  months  of  the 
current  financial  year  we  have  already  re- 
ceived ;^i,75o*ooo[ii|tiffiK]QsLo£)0Bl^f4nue 
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received  for  the  whole  of  last  year.  Allow- 
ing for  some  slackness  which  is  usual  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year,  it  is  certain  that 
bv  the  end  of  the  current  financial  year  we 
shall  have  received  j^2, 200,000  more  re- 
venue than  was  received  last  year,  and, 
with  such  an  increase  of  revenue,  to  suggest 
that  we  cannot  afford  to  lose  3,000  frcKn 
taxation  on  invalids'  and  children's  foods 
seems  to  me  to  be  absurd. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.31]. 
— Before  giving  a  vote  as  a  protectionist 
up«i  this  questicKi,  I  wished  to  know 
whether  this  article  was  grown,  or  was 
likely,  in  the  near  future,  to  be  grown,  in 
the  CtMnmonwealth.  I  find  that  prac- 
tically it  is  not  grown  at  all  in  the  Com- 
mwiwealth.  Although  I  am  here  as  a  high 
protecticMiist,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon- 
wable  member  for  Fawkner  that  this 
House  was  returned  to  vote  all-round  in- 
creases in  Tariff  duties.  If  that  be  so, 
some  of  the  honorable  member's  colleagues 
in  the  Opposition  comer  will  have  scxne 
difficulty  in  explaining  some  of  their  votes 
to  their  constituents.  From  what  I  have 
heard,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  ■  this  is 
purely  a  revenue  duty,  and,  as  I  stated  in 
discussing  the  Tariff  before,  I  am  opposed 
to  revenue  duties.  Seeing  that  there  has 
been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  revenue 
under  the  new  Tariff,  the  Minister  might 
well  give  way  to  the  Senate  in  this  par- 
ticular matter. 

Motion  negatived. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  36.  Blue,  Laundry,  per  lb.,  ad. 

Xefuei/. — Make  the  duty  (imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom),  ijd. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — Do  I  understand 
that  the  Tariff,  as  it  left  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, provided  for  no  preference, 
and  that  the  Senate  desire  that  there  shall 
be  a  preference? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
^5.41]. — I  understand  that  there  is  no  blue 
imported  from  foreign  countries. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  was  about  to 
point  out  that  the  proposed  preference  is 
really  of  no  use. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— On  the  contrary, 
I  think  this  is  a  case  in  which  a  very  sub- 
stantial preference  could  be  given  to  Great 
Britain. 


Mr.  Mathews. — Blue  is  mostly  imported 
from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And,  therefore, 
we  have  a  fitting  opportunity  to  give  a  sub- 
stantial preference. 

Mr.  Salmon. — There  can  be  no  prefer- 
ence if  there  is  no  competition. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Blue  is  made 
all  over  the  world,  and  \v4  can  give  a  pre- 
ference, while,  at  the  same  time,  imposing 
a  duty  that  should  satisfy  any  high-tariffist. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^The  duty  represents 
40  per  cent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— And  that  ought 
to  satisfy  even  Victorian  protectionists. 

Questiwi  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  27 

Noes     ...  ...  21 


Majority 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Balchelor,  E.  L. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Ki&her,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 

Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 

Fatrbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  VV.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 

Webster.  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
O'Mallcy,  King 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page,  J. 
Wynne,  A. 


Atu. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  ]. 

M  linger,  S. 
McDougall,  ].  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers : 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Tudor.  F.  G. 

NOIS. 

Palmer.  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce, 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson.  J.  G 
Tellert. 
Dowdni,  E.  K. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
pAns. 

Johnson.  W.  £. 
Edwards,  R. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Foxlon,  Colonel 
Atkinson,  L. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Brown.  Tilley 
Liddell.  F. 


Question  so  resdved  in  the  affirmative. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5'49]* — I  should  like  to  know  from  the 
Treasurer  when,  in  the  case  of  sago,  for 
example,  the  frtfi^^^^ifj^Ogt^ll  begin 
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to  operate  ?  I  take  it  that,  even  now,  the 
^d.  per  lb.  duty 'is  being  charged  on  sago 
and  tapioca.  We  have  just  decided,  in  re- 
sponse to  a  request  from  the  Senate,  that 
sago  and  tapioca  should  be  free,  but  from 
when?    No  time  has  been  stated. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  should  think  frcMn 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  should  be 
stated  that  the  item  is  to  be  free  on  and 
after  a  certain  date.  We  should  decide 
the  procedure  in  respect  not  only  of  that, 
but  also  of  all  the  other  items  on  which 
the  Senate  has  requested  amendments  in 
which  we  oxicur.  When  the  Tariff  was  first 
considered,  the  date  cm  which  the  reduc- 
tion or  increase  of  a  duty  should  begin  to 
operate  was  fixed.  We  have  not  done  that 
in  the  case  of  sa^o  and  tapioca. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  duty  has 
been  collected  up  to  to-day.  The  reduc- 
tictfi  ought  to  begin  to  operate  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  doubt  if  that 
can  be  done  without  some  definite  arrange- 
ment. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.52]. — We  should  either  state 
with  regard  to  each  item  the  date  from 
which  the  alteraticm  is  to  begin  to  operate, 
or  pass  a  general  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  in  all  cases  the  alteration  shall  begin 
to  operate  oa  the  day  after  it  is  tnade.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  can  go  hack'  now, 
but  I  shall  prepare  a  motion  to  the  efiTect 
that  I  have  suggested. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  just  heard 
from  a  very  good  authority  that,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  previous  Tariff,  the  altera- 
tions were  made  to  operate  as  from  the 
next  day.  If  that  rule  is  adopted  now 
it  will  end  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  would  be  better  to 
specify  in  regard  to  each  item  the  date 
from  which  the  alteration  shall  operate. 
If  a  general  clause,  such  as  the  Minister 
suggests,  is  put  in,  then,  in  the  event  of  a 
case  being  brought  before  the  High  Court, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Judge-  to  look 
up  the  records  of  the  House  to  find  out 
when  the  alteration  was  made.  That 
seems  rather  a  co-nplicated  method  of 
doing  things.  It  would  be  much  wiser, 
when  an  alteration  hns  ix^en  agree.!  to,  for 
the  Minister  to  move  an  addition  to  it  to 
the  effect  that  it  should  operate  on  and  after 
Buch  and  such  a  date.  Kach  item  would 
then  be  clear  and  distinct.  The  item  of 
sago  and  tapioca  could  be  recommitted, 
bv  consent,  afterwards,  or  even  imme- 
diately, in  order  to  add  the  necessary 
words. 


The  CHAIRMAN.— The  item  referred 
to  has  been  dealt  with,  and  another  item 
has  also  been  dealt  with,  and  a  divisioa 
taken.  It  would,  therefore,  be  very  irre- 
gular to  go  back  to.  it. 

Mr.  Watson. — In  that  case,  the  easiest 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  for  the 
Minister  to  move  that  the  remaining  re- 
quests be  postp(Mied.  The  objection  to  a 
covering  resoluticm  such  as  the  Minister 
suggested  is  that  we  cannot  include  the  re- 
cords of  this  House  in  a  Statute'. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  agree  with  the 
reas(»iing  of  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney,  but  there  is  a  further  diffi- 
culty that  we  are  now  dealing  with  re- 
quests. How  does  the  honorable  member 
suggest  that  we  should  amend  the  re- 
quests ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Under  the  Consti- 
tution it  is  provided  that  requests  may  be 
agreed  to  with  or  without  .modifications. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  form  of  our  amend- 
ment  is  independent  of  the  form  of  the  re- 
quest .made  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Then  I  understand 
that  the  necessary  words  fixing  the  date 
may  be  added  as  a  modification  of  the  Sen- 
ate's requests. 

Item  38.    Hice  Boot,  per  cental,  2s. 

Request. — Make  the  item  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.58]. — I  intend  to.  agree  with  the 
Senate's  request  on  this  item.  I  caimot 
very  well  move  to  insert  the  wOTds  **on 
and  after  a  certain  date  "  bef<Ke  the  Com- 
mittee decides  what  it  will  do.  ■  What  is 
to  be  done  if  the  Senate  requests  the  re- 
duction of  a  duty,  and  the  Goverimient 
disagree  with  the  request? 

}At.  Watson. — Let  scmie  cwie  else  idotc 

it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  words  "on 
and  after  a  certain  date  "  could  be  put  in 
after  the  words  agreeing  to  the  request, 
just  as  easily  as  before  them. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [5.59].— I  should 
like  a  little  information  with  regard  to  this 
rc(juest.  I  am  told  that  rice  root  is  a  sort 
of  substitute  for  starch,  and  is  actually 
used  for  the  making  of  starch. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— It  is  not  rice  at 
all.  It  is  similar  to  millet,  and  is  used  for 
making  brooms. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  that  is  so,  it  alters 
the  case. 

Mr.  Salmon. — With  regard  to  the  pcnnt 
of  procedure,  I  would  suggest  to  ih&  Min- 
ister that  he  shouy^ij|5^%f^5gat)^feiue5t 
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be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  alteration  ope- 
rate cm  and  after  the  23rd  April. 

Mr.  Watson.— There  appears  to  be  a 
doubt  as  to  whether  our  acceptance  or  re- 
jection of  a  request  really  constitutes  at 
this  stage  an  amendment  of  the  Bill.  We 
are  not  considering  the  schedule  of  the  Bill 
which  we  sent  to  the  Senate,  but  are  con- 
udering  requests  made  by  the  Senate.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  quite  possible  to  come 
to  a  decision  one  way  or  the  other  on  these 
requests,  and  then  put  through  fwrnally  in 
Committ^  the  requests  which  we  have 
agreed  to,  as  amendments. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  are  in  Commit- 
tee on  the  BiU.    The  Bill  is  now  before  us. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  thought  that  we  were 
merely  considering  suggestions. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  iuid  that  on  a- 
previous  occasicm  the  same  question  arose. 
The  course  ad(^)ted  then  may  well  be 
adopted  now.  It  is  stated  on  page  503 
oi  the  records  for  August,  1902,  that  the 
Committee  agreed  that  "  the  date  of  any 
of  these  amendments  shall  be  the  date  of 
its  being  made  in  the  Bill."  On  that 
occasion  that  direction  was  acted  upon  by 
the  Chairman,  and  the  necessary  alterattms 
were  made  in  detail. 

Mr.  Watson: — Was  that  an  authority 
to  the  Clerk  to  make  the  amendments  in 
that  form? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — An  authority  to  the 
Chairman. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Was  that  done 
by  resolution? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lmra.  —  Yes.  It  over- 
comes the  diflkulty,  and  I  propose  to  fol- 
low the  same  course  on  this  occasion.  The 
Chairman^  acting  <ki  that  authority,  will 
give  instructi<xis  for  the  dates  to  be  inserted 
in  the  schedule  in  proper  form.  The  ob- 
jection of  the  hwiorable  member  for  South 
Sydney  with  regard  to  possible  difScuIties 
m  cases  before  the  High  Court  will  not  then 
apply.     I  move — 

That  the  date  of  any  amendment  shall  be  the 
date  of  its  being  made  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [6.61.— 
I  doubt  very  much  wheth^  such  a  motion 
is  in  order  at  this  stage.  We  may  agree 
to  let  it  go  because  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  the  difficulty  should  be  got  over,  but 
a  great  many  questions  may  arise  as  to 
whether  it  can  be  moved  in  Committee  after 
wt  have  begun  to  consider  the  Senate's  re- 
quests, and  without  any  notice. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Let  it  go. 

Mr.  BRUCE-  SMITH.— 1  am  not 
against  the  motion,  but  if  it  be  carried, 


questi<HB  as  to  the  validity  of  an  altera- 
tion may  be  raised. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  be  validated 
in  the  Bill  itself. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [6.7I.-— 
I  take  it,  sir,  that  if  the  motion  be  car- 
ried, you  will  accept  it  as  an  instruction 
to  have  the  decisiwis  of  the  Committee  re- 
corded in  that  form. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— That  would  not  be 
done  by  me,  but  by  the  Clerk,  who  would 
give  an  authenticated  certificate  of  the  al- 
terations. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — Mr.  Chairman,  have 
you  taken  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
this  Bill  has  cocas  back  to  us  from  another 
jplace,  with  requests  for  amendments,  and 
that  we  can  deal  with  only  those  requests? 
It  is  now  proposed  to  interpolate  some- 
thing, which,  ought  to  have  been  done  heie 
before,  but  the  Bill  is  not  before  the  Oxn- 
mittee  for  that  purpose,  and  if  it  be 'done, 
it  will  be  done  contrary  to  parliamentary 
practice. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— What  is  befoK  the 
Committee  now  is  the  Bill,  with  requests 
for  amendments,  and  this  inoti<Hi,  if  car- 
ried, will  cover  those  requests. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — But  this  moti(Mi  is 
sMnething  which  the  Senate  has  not  asked 
us  to  deal  with.  My  point  is  that  the 
Committee  can  only  deal  with  the  requests 
which  have  been  xecdved  from  another 
place. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^With  or  without 
modifications. 

Sir  Phiup  Fysh. — If  we  wish  to  modify 
any  proposals,  we  must  send  them  Uick  to 
another  place  to  be  modified. 

Honorable  Members. — No. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[6.9]. — I  confess  that  I  am  troubled  about 
the  point  raised  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Denison.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that 
we  made  an  alteration  that  the  duty  on  an 
article  should  last  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Watson. — It  would  be  incidental  to 
the  request 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  would  have 
the  effect  of  completely  obliterating  the 
force  of  the  request.* 

Mr.  Watson. — Still  it  would  be  a  modi- 
fication. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK.— One  which 
amounted  to  a  negation. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  ai 
tive-any  request '^'9'^'^^'' 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  we  can  do 

this  for  a  day,  we  can  do  it  for  ten  years. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  a  regular 
method  of  iprocedure. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [6.10].— There 
is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  what  the 
honorable  member  for  Denison  said  is 
quite  correct.  We  are  now  asked  to  in- 
troduce something  which  has  not  been  put 
before  the  Senate.  We  are  asked  to  put 
in  the  schedule — which  they  have  the 
right  to  see  and  discuss — new  terms. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — We  are  putting 
nothing  in  the  schedule. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— We  are  asked  to  say 
that  their  requests  are  to  come  into  opera- 
tion <m  certain  dates.  The  Senate  did 
not  have  that  condition  in  the  schedule 
when  it  was  under  consideration. 

Mr,  Wilson. — The  Senate  had  not  the 
power  to  deal  with  that  matter. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— My  point  is  that  in 
Committee  we  are  asked  to  pass  a  moticwi 
which  will  bring  into  force  certain  duties. 
The  fact  that  it  is  done  in  response  to  re- 
quests from  the  Senate  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter.  If  it  be  proposed  to  fix 
in  the  schedule  the  dates  when  certain 
duties  shall  come  into  force  it  is  really  im- 
porting a  conditicHi  or  a  fact  whidi  was  not 
previously  before  the  Senate,  and  it  might 
properly  claim  that  any  requests  for  amend- 
ments from  this  House  should  be  unlimited 
by  condition  or  time. 

Mr.  Fisher. — This  is  the  only  branch 
of  the  Parliament  which  can  determine 
when  a  duty  shall  come  into  operation. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Yes,  but  the  assent  of 
the  Senate  is  essential,  even  in  regard  to 
the  date  on  which  a  duty  shall  come  into 
operation. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Has  not  the  mo- 
tion been  carried,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corio  that  the  motion 
has  been  carried.  Do  I  understand  that 
he  has  risen  to  a  point  of  <»der? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Yes,  sir,  and  if  it  be 
necessary  to  put  myself  in  order  to  pro- 
pose the  addition  of  words  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— As  the  motion  has 
been  carried,  the  honorable  member  will 
not  be  in  order  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  know  about 
that,  sir.  The  Treasurer  was  allowed  to 
move  the  motion  without  notice,  and  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  equally  my  right  to  move  a 
motion  without  notice. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order,  Will  the 
honorable  gentleman  resume  his  seat? 


Mr.  CROUCH.— Yes,  sir,  and  I  need 
not  rise  again,  as  I  have  fimshed  my  re- 
marks. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  whole  proce- 
dure is  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
CcHnmittee.  It  is  a  matter  which,  so  far 
as  I  understand  ■  it,  should  not  be  treated 
lightly.  It  is  not  a  question  of  my 
ruling,  but  a  question  of  the  proper  method 
by  which  the  duties  should  be  collected. 
A  question  of  law  may  be  involved. 
The  Treasurer  is  trying  to  secure  scmie 
method  which  he  thinks  is  the  best 
one  for  protecting  the  revenue.  There  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  motion  which  has 
been  carried,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  hope  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
member  will  treat  the  matter  seriously. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  said  just  now,  sir,  that 
I  would  not  rise  again,  but  if  you  suggest 
that  I  was  treating  the  question  lightly  I  re- 
gard that  as  impertinence  on  the  part  of 
the  Chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  I  must 
ask  the  honorable  member  to  withdraw  that 
remark. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  withdraw  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.^I  think  that  some- 
thing more  is  due  to  the  Chair  than  the 
mere  withdrawal  of  the  term.  I  therefore 
ask  the  honorable  member  to  also  apologize 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Crouch. — I  withdraw  it,  -sir,  and 
apologize. 

Item  38.    Rice  Root,  per  centM2«  at. 

Request. — Make  the  item  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.15]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

I  only  wish  to  say,  in  answer  to  a  recent 
interjection,  that  this  request  deals  with 
rice  root,  and  not  with  rice,  as  the  honor- 
able member  supposed. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [6.16].— 
The  honcwable  member  for  Newcastle  in- 
tended to  deal  with  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — No,  with  another 
item. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  suppose  that  a 
great  many  hmorable  members  do  not  quite 
know  what  rice  root  is.  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  making 
bro(»ns,  and  that  it  comes  into  competiticn 
with  millet,  which  Australia  can  produce 
in  any  quantity. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  is  very  little 
importation  of  rice  root. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If ythat  be,a  true 
statement,  the  duQgi(:^cas;4»£>S^H^hould 
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be  retained.  Any  quantity  of  millet  is 
produced  in  Australia,  particularly  in  the 
H  unter  River  district,  in  New  South 
Wales.  I  think  that  the  Government  ought 
to  reconsider  their  decision. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  such  a  small 
matter  that  it  is  not  of  any  importance. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  42.  Stearioe,  ParsSne  Wax,  Beetwax, 
Caroauba,  Ceresine,  and  Japanese  or  Vegetable 
Wax,  per  lb.}  id. 

Requtst. — ^Amend  the  item  by  making  the  duty 
on  Stearine  and  Paraffine  Wax,  per  lb.,  ^■ 

Sir  WILLIAM   LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.18]. — I  move — 
That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

I  do  not  propose  to  address  the  Committee 
at  any  length,  because  we  had  a  long  de- 
bate on  this  item  on  a  previous  cccasion. 
I  noticed  that  certain  statements  were  made 
in  the  Senate.  When  this  duty  was  car- 
ried here,  I  made  a  prcwnise  to  one  gentle- 
man in  Tasmania  that  I  would  try  to  see 
that  he  was  not  injured  through  not  being 
able  to  get  supplies  of  this  wax.  A  firm 
here  agreed  to  let  him  have  any  quantity  of 
the  article  at  cost  price.  A  statement  has 
been  made,  I  understand,  by  that  gentle- 
man to  the  effect  that  he  applied  to  the 
firm,  and  that  they  refused  to  allow  him  to 
have  what  he  tequiied.  I  am  told  that 
several  votes  were  influenced  by  that  fact 
I  spoke  to  the  chairman  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Storrer. — ^Who  said  that  he  ap- 
plied for  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— A  member  of 
the  Government  told  me  that. 

Mr.  Storrer. — That  he  applied  for  it  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  did  not  sav 
that  he  applied  for  it.  I  stated  that  he 
said  that  he  could  not  get  any  wax;  I  think 
he  did  say  that  he  applied  for  it,  too,  but 
I  forget  that  part  of  his  statement.  How- 
ever, I  made  a  definite  pr(»nise.  I  took  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  see  that  the  man 
was  not  injured.  I  got  a  promise  from 
the  makers  here  a  week  or  two  ago,  and, 
very  fortunately,  the  reply  came  to  me  in 
the  presence  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I 
spoke  to  the  chairman  of  the  company,  who 
is  the  acting-mayor.  I  told  him  that  it 
was  not  fair  to  me,  or  to  the  man  himself, 
if  his  statements  were  correct. 

Mr.  Storrer. — These  large  firms  will 
promise  anything  to  get  what  thev  want. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  acting- 
mayor  came  away  from  a  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  conpany.  He  brought  with 
him  the  manager,  and,  in  the  presence  of 


the  Prime  Minister,  the  two  gentlemen  said 
they  would  let  the  man  know  that  he  could 
have  300  or  400  tons,  or  any  quantity  that 
he  might  want,  at  cost  price. 

Mr.  Hughes. — Is  the  hcmorable  gentle- 
man speaking  of  stearine  or  paraffine  wax? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Of  paraffine 
wax.  I  wanted  to  put  myself  right  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  and  to  say  that  the  firm 
were,  and  are,  prepared  to  let  the  man 
have  what  he  wanted  at  cost  price.  I  do 
not  like  tactics  such  as  those  to  which  that 
gentleman  resorted. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — For  how  long  will 
the  firm  supply  him? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— So  long  as  he 
requires  parafl^  wax. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  article  is  now  being 
manufactured  in  New  South  Wales  also. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.^Exactly. 

Mr.  Hughes. — The  firm  are  not  under 
a  legal  c^ligation  to  supply  this  man? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  but  they 
are  willing  to  place  themselves  imder  a 
legal  obligation. 

Mr.  HiKSHES. — ^Are  they  prepared  to  do 
that? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes.  The 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  was 
highly  indignant  that  such  a  statement  as 
that  to  which  I  have  referred  should  have 
been  made.  I  wish  tlie  Committee  to 
understand  that,  because  I  felt  annoyed 
that  I  should  have  made  a  promise  to  this 
particular  individual  which  was  not  carried 
out.  But,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  has  said,  New  South  Wales 
is  now  manufacturing  paraflSne  wax,  and 
will  do  so  to  a  considerable  extent  before 
very  long.  I  hope  that  the  request  of  the 
Senate  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.22]. — The  explanation  made  by 
the  Treasurer  is  rather  an  extraordinary 
one.  That  he,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
should  have  interested  himself  in  negotia- 
tions between  firms  regarding  the  purchase 
and  sate  of  material,  is,  I  hope,  without 
precedent.  Such  a  course  of  action  is 
highly  improper,  especially  when  it  is 
undertaken  with  a  view  to  influencing  the 
rates  of  duty  fixed  by  this  Parliament. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — It  was  not  under- 
taken for  that  reason  at  all. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
understand  what  other  reason  there  could 
be  for  the  Treasurer's  action.  An  inter- 
ference by  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  goods^  bepsreetu  traders 
is  altogether  im^'3|^.^vbaw^l«ngth  of 
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some  arrangement  that  the  Treasurer  has 
succeeded  in  making,  this  Committee  is  now 
asked  to  accept  his  statement  that,  for  a 
•number  of  years,  a  certain  firm  will  supply 
an  article  that  it  produces  at  cost  price. 
The  simplicitv  of  such  a  proposal  is  with- 
out a  parallel'.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  nol 
see  how  any  firm  could  give  such  an  under- 
taking, and,  in  the  second,  I  do  not  know 
how  anybody  could  arrive  at  what  was  thmr 
"cost  pricK "  of  production.  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  reduction  requested  by  the 
Senate,  but  I  am  opposed  to  that  class  of 
argimient  being  brought  to  bear  in  this  Par- 
liament for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
votes  of  honorable  members.  I  say  again 
that  it  is  highly  undesirable  that  Ministers 
should  interfere  in  negotiations  between 
traders  for  the  purchase  and  sale. of  ma- 
terial. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.25]. — I  cannot  allow  the  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  to  pass  without  challenge,  because 
it'  embodies  an  absolute  misrepresentation 
of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Hcmorable  mem- 
bers in  this  chamber  had  urged  as  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  a  reductimi  of  the  duty 
on  paraffine  wax  that  a  particular  indivi- 
dual  was  unable  to  purchase  supplies  else- 
where, and  that  the  firm  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made,  refused  to  supply  it.  I 
stated  at  the  time  that  they  would  supply 
it  berth  in  New  South  Wales  and  Victwia. 
Until  after  the  vote  had  been  taken  in  this 
House,  I  had  no  negotiations  with  that 
firm  whatever.  It  was  cmly  after  a  divi- 
sion had  been  taken  that  they  made  an 
arrangement  to  give  effect  to  a  promis?  I 
had  made  when  the  matter  was  under  con- 
sideration in  this  chamber.  Surely  there 
is  no  harm  in  a  Minister  doing  a  thing  ot 
that  soct.  It  was  only  last  week  that  I 
challenged  the  manager  of  the  OHnpany 
with  not  having  carried  out  that  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  firm  will  not 
take  an  order  for  100  tcms  of  paraifine  wax 
now. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Prime 
Minister  was  present  when  the  chairman  of 
directors  and  the  manager  of  the  company 
told  me  that  they  were  prepared  to  supply 
any  quantity  of  that  material.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  resent  the  accusation  that 
I  have  done  something  improper. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydnt-y)  [6.26].— 
It  sounds  very  horrifying  to  be  told  that  the 
Treasurer  has  t)een  engaged  in  bargaining 
between  traders;  but  there  is  really  no- 


thing to  worry  about,  seeing  that  the  state- 
ment that  he  could  not  c*tain  a  supply  of 
parafl^  wax  in  Australia  was  de^nltely 
made  by  the  only  tperson  whom  X  know  to 
be  concerned  in  this  matter.  Apart  al- 
t<^her  frwn  the  Treasurer's  investiga- 
tion, I  believe,  as  the  result  of  inquiry, 
that  that  person  can  be  supplied  fxom.  New 
South  Wales  if  he  so  desires. 

Mr.  WcWiLLiAMS. — Mr.  Georgeson  will 
not  supply  him. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  am  informed  that 
he  will.  Against  the  statements  of  hon- 
orable members  from  Tasmania,  we  have 
the  statements  of  business  men  that  they 
axe  willing  to  supply  any  number  oi  tons 
of  paraffine  wax. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — They  will  not 
do  it. 

Mr.  WATSON,— The  honorable  mem- 
ber must  either  accept  or  reject  what  he  is 
told  by  another  party. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — So  must  the 

Treasurer. 

Mr.  WATSON.— Exactly.  In  this 
matter  each  honorable  member  is  only  a 
second  party,  who  has  to  accept  or  reject 
what  he  is  told  by  principals, 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — This  man  cannot 
obtain  a  supply  of  wax  now. 

Mr.  WATSON. — The  honorable  mem- 
bei  makes  that  statement  as  if  he  knew 
it  to  be  a  fact  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge.  We  require  more  evideiX£ 
than  that. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — How  does  the  hon- 
orable member  know  that  he  can  be  sup- 
plied ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— Paraffine  wax  is  being 
manufactured  in  New  South  Wales  to-day, 
which  is  presumptive  evidence  that  it  can 
be  obtained  there. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Oh  no;  that  firm 
wishes  to  krKx:k  out  its  rival, 

Mr.  WATSON.— There  is  no  rival 
so  far  as  the  Commonwealth  Oil  Cor- 
poratiori  is  concerned.  That  corporation 
does  not  care  whose  candles  are  being  used 
so  long  as  it  can  get  a  ready  sale  at  a 
reasonable  price  for  the  article  that  it  pro- 
duces. We  are  always  being  told  that 
New  South  Wales  has' been  badly  hit  by 
this  Tariff,  which  has  been  framed  with  a 
view  to  supporting  Victorian  industries. 
This  is  (Mie  of  the  occasions  upon  which 
we  can  show  a  desire  to  help  an  industry  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Jlr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [6.29]. 
— We  have  been  told  that  this  particular 
company  will  seH,,i^s^j>^r@^(3rgl(*t  cost 
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price.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  that  that  is  a 
very  indefinite,  and  almost  impossible, 
standard  to  arrive  at.  Certainly  the  pro- 
posal is  not  a  business  one.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  Commcmwealth  Oil  Corpora- 
tion commences  to  produce  paraffine  wax. 
The  mere  fact  that  it  produces  that  article 
is  no  guarantee  that  it  will  sell  it. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— All  I  desire  to  add  is, 
that  the  statement  made  by  the  Treasurer 
as  to  the  undertaking  to  be  made  by  the 
firms  in  question,  appears  to  me  to  te,  on 
the  surface,  om  that  is  either  quite  satis- 
factory or  entirely  unsatisfactory  accord- 
ing to  whether  it  is  a  legal  and  binding 
bargain.  The  intrusion  of  the  Minister 
into  this  transaction  I  conceive  to  be  quite 
in  harmony  with  the  policy  of  this  Parlia- 
ment, which  is  in  favour  of  what  is  termed 
the  new  protection;  and  that  is  most  em- 
phatically an  interference  by  the  State  in 
the  business  of  the  capitalist,  the  consumer, 
and  the  employ^.  Whether  it  be  a  right  or 
a  wrong  thing  to  do,  that  is  emphatically 
the  policy'  of  this  Parliament. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  question  is 
whether  the  undertaking  is  legal  or  illegal. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— It  is  not  sulKcient  to 
say  that  the  manufacturers  will  sell  at  a 
certain  price.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  say 
that  they  are  going  to  make  the  article  in 
Australia.  We  want  an  undertaking  that 
they  will  engage  to  sell  to  any  person  who 
wishes  to  buy.  I  understand  that  the 
agents  of  one  of  these  firms  are  pre- 
pared to  give  an  undertaking  —  whe- 
ther it  be  a  good  thing  or  a  bad 
one  is  few  the  Committee  to  say — that 
they  will  sell  as  much  paraffine  wax  as  the 
users  of  it  wish  to  buy,  at  the  price  that 
the  Standard  Oil  people  are  charging  for 
paraffine  wax,  whatever  that  price  happens 
to  be  at  any  particular  time,  leSs  the  duty. 
They  undertake  to  give  a  three  years' 
guarantee  to  do  that.  That  appears  to 
me,  on  the  surface,  to  be  a  perfectly  fair 
proposal.  The  only  weak  point  m  it  is 
that  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  a  com- 
bination between  the  Rockefeller  Trust  and 
this  Australian  Corporation.  The  repre- 
sentative of  the  firm  here  says  that  nothing 
is  mcwe  unlUcely.  I  do  not  share  his 
opinion  to  quite  the  extent  that  some 
people  appear  to  do.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  there  may  be  a  combination.  There- 
fore I  fancy  that  if  an  agreement  were 
arrived  at,  that  the  local  firm  would,  during 
Uiree  years,  sell  at  4d.,  or  at  the  price  for 


which  the  Rodtefeller  Trust  was  selling, 
whichever  price  was  lower,  that  would  be 
a  sufficient  guarantee.  I  suggest  to  the 
Minister  that  such  a  guarantee  might  be 
obtained,  to  sell  as  much  paraffine  wax  as 
any  person  wishes  to  buy  at  a  price  equal 
to  that  at  .which  the  imported  article  is 
being  sold  less  the  duty,  or  at  4d.,  which- 
ever is  the  lower  price,  during  a  period  of 
three  years.  If  that  arrangement  could  be 
made,  I  could  not  see  my  way  to  vote 
against  an  industry  that  might  be  of  swne 
service  to  New  South  Wales,  a  State  which 
has  been  overlooked  in  many  respects  in 
connexion  with  this  Tariff.  As  this  is  a 
bond  fde  enterprise,  and  no  person  is 
going  to  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage  by 
reason  of  the  proposal  of  the  Government, 
I  shall  support  it. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  <Parkes)  [7.49]. 
— I  think  that  we  require  to  review  the 
position  and  see  what  we  are  discussing, 
because  the  honorable  member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  branched  off  into  a  number 
of  details  which  seemed  to  me  to  have  no 
bearing  upon  the  question.  This  branch 
of  the  Legislature  resolved  that  a  duty  of 
id.  per  lb.  should  be  placed  on  stearine  and 
paraffine  wax.  The  Senate  has  requested 
that  the  duty  be  made  Jd.  In  the  course 
of  some  observations  made  by  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  purpose  of  justifying  his  pro- 
posal that  we  should  resist  the  request  of 
the  Senate,  the  honorable  gentleman  tc^d 
us  of  certain  interviews  that  he  had  had 
with  an  individual  manufacturer,  followed 
by  interviews  with  the  directors  of  a  par- 
ticular company  who  had  this  commodity 
to  sell.  I  quite  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  that  it  is  a  very 
irregular  thing  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
of  a  great  country  like  Australia  to  be 
having  private  interviews  with  individual 
manufacturers  and  with  the  directors  of 
companies  who  happen  to  have  the  com- 
moditv  which  some  particular  manufac- 
turers want,  and  then  io  make  those  ex 
forte  and  interested  statements  the  basis 
for  legislative  acticm.  The  Treasurer  has 
asked  the  Conmiittse  to  take  a  certain 
course  upon  the  strength  of  information 
which  he  professes  to  have  gathered  from 
these  unrecorded  and  unauthorized  inter- 
views. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Which  I  had  before 
the  Tariff  came  back  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Minister 
either  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  very  angry 
with  the  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney,  because  {|e^,«^^^^^t  that 
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these  interviews  took  plare  before  the  mat- 
ter went  to  a  vote  on  the  former  occasion, 
whereas,  it  appears  that  the  interviews 
were  held  after  this  House  passed  the 
duty.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  interviews  tooTt  place  before  the  vote 
which  we  are  now  asked  to  give.  We  are 
asked  to  resist  the  request  of  the  Senate  on 
the  ground  of  these  conversations.  We 
have  it  frcxn  the  hcxiorable  member  for 
South  Sydney  that  the  firm  ctticemed  is 
perfectly  willing  to  sell  the  ccmimoditv  in 
question  to  certain  manufacturers.  But 
we  also  have  it  from  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Franklin,  that  the  firm  is  not  only 
not  willing,  but  not  able  to  sell  the  ctmi- 
modity  at  all.  So  that  the  Gjmmittee 
is  left  in  this  extraordinary  position — that 
we  are  asked  to  increase  the  duty  beycoid 
the  rate  proposed  by  the  Senate  by  lOo  per 
cent.,  on  the  strength  of  a  conversatitxi 
which  the  Minister  has  had  with  a  private 
individual,  a  manufacturer,  and,  after- 
wards, with  the  directors  of  a  certain  in- 
t«e&ted  company. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  do  not  think  that  that 
is  correct. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  assure  the 
honorable  member  that  it  is.  As  the  hon- 
orable member  for  West  Sydney  has 
pointed  out,  there  is  no  legal  obligati(m 
whatever  upon  the  people  ctmcemed  to  seA\ 
at  any  pajticular  price.  They  may  be 
perfectly  willing  to  sell  their  ccmamodity 
to  a  particular  manufacturer  until  the  duty 
is  passed,  and  may  then  turn  round  and 
say  "  We  were  willing  to  sell  at  that 
price  then,  but  we  cannot  do  it  now."  The 
manufacturers  of  this  particular  ccwnmodity 
may  express  their  willingness  now  to  sell 
any  quantity  to  manufacturers  who  wish  to 
buy.  But  the  manent  the  duty  is  through, 
they  may  turn  round  and  say,  "  We  shall 
no  longer  sell  under  those  conditions." 
Parliament  really  has  nothing  to  do  with 
these  private  transactions ;  and  what  has 
happened  shows  the  irregularity  and  im- 
propriety of  the  Committee  being  asked  to 
deal  with  matters  of  this  sort  upon  the 
strength  of  private  conversations.  How 
was  the  Tariff  Commission  treated  ?  That 
Commission  not  only  had  ctKiversations  with 
interested  people,  but  placed  them  on  their 
oath,  and  examined  them  in  regard  to  their 
statements,  endeavouring  to  sift  the  truth 
frwn  the  falsehood.  But  this  House  has 
snapped  its  fingers  at  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion, and  the  ^Minister  took  no  notice  of 
its  evidence  and  recommendations  when  he 
wished  to  take  the  protectionist  side.  If 


that  be  the  case,  what  weight  ought  we  to 
attach  to  private  and  untested  convert 
sations,  which  the  Minister  has  had  with 
individuals?  We  do  no:  know  what  mo- 
tives prompted  them.  If  the  Commit- 
tee looks  at  this  matter  from  a  serious 
point  of  view,  it  will  not  be  guided  hy 
these  desultory  conversations,  because,  while 
as  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney has  observed,  these  people  may  now  be 
perfectly  willing  to  sell ;  according  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Franklin,  they 
not  only  will  not,  but  cannot,  sell.  There- 
fore, we  are  left  in  this  humiliating  posi- 
tion— that  we  have  no  data  to  go  upon. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [7.55]. 
— It  is  quite  true,  as  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Parkes  has  said,  that  it  is  possible 
for  the  firm  in  question  to  say  that  they 
will  supply  paraffine  wax  until  the  Tariff 
is  disposed  of,  or  for  some  time  after- 
wards, and  then  shut  down  on  those  manu- 
facturers who  wish  to  buy.  But  the 
question  which  we  have  to  consider  is  this : 
Suppose  that  the  local  manufacturers  did 
refuse  to  sell  paraffine  wax  to  a  particular 
maker  of  candles.  The  result  would  be, 
or  might  be,  to  put  a  very  small  body  of 
the  emplo)'^s  of  one  manufacturer  out  of 
employment.  I  do  not  think  that  that 
will  happen,  but  that  is  the  worst  that  could 
happen.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  were 
to  accept  the  request  of  the  Senate,  we 
should  interfere  with  large  firms  who  have 
expended  in  one  case  over  ;^6o,ooo. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Look  after  the  big  man 
always. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  am  looking 
after  the  interests  of  the  little  man  as  well. 
We  have  to  consider  the  matter  fr«n  the 
point  of  view  of  those  oigaged  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  of  Australia  generally.  If 
we  have  to  do  sane  ham^— and  I  am  not 
saying  that  any  harm  whatever  will  be 
done — to  any  manufacturer,  we  certainly 
should  not  injure  4,000  employes  in  order 
to  protect  about  twwity.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Bass  would 
desire  to  do  that.  But  if  we  were  to  adopt 
the  request  of  the  Senate,  the  result  would 
be  to  allow  a  vast  quantity  of  paraffine  wax 
to  come  into  this  country,  to  the  injury  of 
an  industry  in  which  hundreds  of  employes 
are  engaged.  We  should  simply  admit  a 
commodity  produced  by  coloured  labour  ax 
\erv  cheap  rates.  A  very  impcntant  con- 
sideration in  relation  to  this  subject  is  con- 
nected with  the  different  by-i^oducts  that 
are  obtained.  I  understand  that  oleine 
and   glycerine  a^S?git,|^Bj80lTO^^ured. 
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Oleine  is  being  used,  and  is  likely  to  be 
used,  in  large  quantities  in  connexi(m  with 
the  Broken  Hill  mines. 

Mr.  Knox. — That  is  so. 

Ux.  HUTCHISON.— Here  is  a  sub- 
stantial industry  interwoven  with  one  of  the 
greatest  industries  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Hughes. — They  are  ^ing  to  make 
paraffine  wax  in  large  quantities  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  fear  in  relation  to  the  small 
business  with  which  the  honorable  member 
for  Bass  is  concerned.  It  is  a  business 
connected  with  the  moulding  of  candles; 
that  requires  very  little  labour.  For  the 
sake  of  this  industry  we  are  asked  to 
penalize  the  manufacturers  of  stearine  and 
the  by-products,  which  involve  the  em- 
ployment of  a  great  quantity  of  labour  and 
the  use  of  a  consid^able  amount  of  ma- 
chinery. For  these  reasons,  I  .am  glad  that 
the  Minister  is  going  to  stand  fast,  and  not 
to  accept  the  request  of  the  Soiate. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [7.59].— The 
Treasurer  has  stated  tiiat  a  good  deal  has 
been  said  on  this  question.  That  is  true. 
But  after  all  that  was  said  on  a  former 
occasion  in  support  of  the  claims  put  for- 
ward for  the  large  company  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  paraflfine  wax,  the  re- 
sult in  this  House  was  that  the  duty  was 
carried  by  twenty-five  to  twenty-one — show- 
ing a  majority  of  only  four.  The  Senate 
carried  its  request  by  twenty-three  votes  to 
five,  showing  that  the  opini(Mi  on  the  ques- 
tion in  that  Chamber  was  very  strong.  I 
think  it  fortunate  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  that  we  have  a  House  in  which 
the  interests  of  the  States  are  etxisidered  as 
against  those  of  a  few  interested  persons 
who  happoi  to  have  a  large  sum  of  mraiey 
invested  in  a  great  business.  When  the 
matter  was  being  discussed  before,  the 
Treasurer  thought  it  right  to  say  that  a  cer- 
tain manufacturer  of  candles,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  gallery,  was  looking 
after  hi^  own  interests ;  the  hcmorable 
gentleman  made  no  mention  of  the  fact  that 
he  knew  the  representative  of  another 
wealthy  company  to  be  within  the  precincts 
at  the  time.  His  remarks  were  not  calcu- 
lated to  uphold  the  dignity  of  his  high  and 
important  t^&oe.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  the  amount  of  capital  requisite 
for  the  manufacture  of  stearine.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  oa\y  four  manufac- 
turers in  Australia,  and  if  the  duty  is  fixed 
at  the  rate  they  ask  for,  they  will  enter 
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into  a  ccMubine.  It  may  be  satd  that  I,  as  a 
protecticHiist,  should  vote  for  the  higher 
rate,  but,  as  I  told  the  people  of  Tasmania 
when  I  first  offered  myself  as  a  candidate 
for  a  seat  in  this  Chamber,  I  am  a 
protectiffiiist  of  the  Victorian,  that  is,  of 
the  high  pr(Aibitive,  school,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  a  prohibitive  Tariff  would  lead  to 
the  establishment  of  monc^lies,  to  which 
I  am  opposed. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber wishes  to  give  a  protecticm  of  id.  per 
lb.  to  the  moulding  of  candles  from  wax? 

Mr.  STORRER.— I  wish  to  treat  every 
one  fairlv.  The  recwds  show  that  I  have 
never  voted  for  the  protection  of  an  in- 
dustry merely  because  it  was  established  in 
any  particular  State.  I  voted  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Que^sland  sugar  industry  as 
readily  as  I  have  voted  for  the  protection 
of  Tasmanian  industries.  The  manufacture 
which  employs  only  twenty  or  thirty  hands 
is  as  important  to  those  dependent  upon 
it  as  is  a  large  industry.  The  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  stated  that  csily 
OTie  manufacturer  in  Tasmania  is  interested 
in  the  making  of  candles  frcxn  paraffine 
wax,  but  there  are  two. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — And  two  others 
have  been  wiped  out, 

Mr.  STORRER.— When  Federation  was 
inaugurated  there  were  four,  two  of  whom 
have  since  gCHie  under,  whereas,  if  the  rate 
of  duty  supported  by  the  Treasurer  is 
agreed  to,  the  others  will  also  disappear, 
and  Tasmania  ^ill  have  still  further  cause 
to  regret  having  entered  the  Union.  When 
she  did  soj  her  people  thought  that  the 
small  industries,  as  well  as  the  large, 
would  be  considered.  My  view  has  always 
been  that  the  poor  man  and  the  small  com- 
pany should  be  studied  rather  than  the  rich 
man  and  the  large  companies,  which  can 
look  after  themselves.  Unfortimately, 
some  hcHiorable  members  seem  likely  to  go 
back  on  their  former  votes.  The  honw- 
able  member  far  West  Sydney  on  the  last 
occasicxi  voted  for  a  duty  of  Jd.  per  lb., 
and  is  now  going  to  vote  for  a  duty  of  id. 
Some  very  strange  statements  have  been 
made  in  connexion  with  this  duty.  For  in- 
stance, Mr.  Kitchen,  in  the  circular  which 
he  has  sent  out,  states  that — 

In  the  moulding  of  paraffine  wax  or  itearine 
scarcely  any  labour  is  required.  1  estimate  that 
the  labour  in  the  manufacture  of  stearine  comes 
to  something  like  85  per  cent.,  the  oiher  15  per 
cent,  being  employed  in  the.  moulding  of 
the  candle*.  Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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He  professes  to  speak  for  three  other  manu- 
facturers, one  of  whom,  Mr.  Upton,  wrote 
some  years  ago— 

It  has  been  contended  that  in  the  conversion 
of  tallow  into  stearine,  a  good  deal  of  labour  is 
emploved,  but  this  is  not  correct.  Tto  or  three 
men  and  boys,  under  the  control  of  the  technical 
head,  are  all  that  is  needed,  but  the  real  ex- 
pense for  manual  Uboor- comes  in  afterwards  in 
the  moulding-room,  where  cutting,  polishing, 
packing,  labelling,  box-making,  &c.,  &c.,  is  car- 
ried on.  While  the  coat  of  converting  tallow  into 
stearine  will  bene6t  the  labourer  to  the  extent 
of  I  OS.  per  ton,  the  moulding  into  candles 
A-ill  cost  £3  los.  per  ton,  and*  of  course,  this 
liibour  is  the  same  whether  paraffins  or  stearine 
is  used. 

It  has  been  stated  that  Mi.  Kitchen  is 
ready  to  supply  a  certain  quantity  of 
paraffine  wax,  but,  as  he  manufactures 
stearine  and  not  parafHne  wax,  there  ap- 
pears to  be  some  cwifusion  on  the  point. 
I  have  the  authority  of  one  of  the  manu- 
facturers in  Tasmania  for  saying  that  he 
is  willing  to  take  200  tons  to-morrow  if 
Mr.  Kitchen  will  supply  him  at  the  price 
at  which  he  is  now  purchasing  from  the 
Standard  Oil  Company.  Mr.  Kitchen  has 
told  the  Treasurer  that  he  is  prepared  to 
sell  paraffine  wax  at  cost  price. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  can  he 
do  so,  if  he  does  not  manufacture  it  7 

Mr.  STORRER.— That  is  the  question. 
He  must  be  speaking  of  stearine.  It  has 
been  complained  that  paraffine  wax  candles 
are  injurious  to  miners,  but  in  Tasmania 
these  candles  are  not  used  in  mines.  They 
are  used  for  household  purposes,  and  pri- 
vate perscms  are  satisfied  with  them  ;  while 
their  manufacture  is  a  profitable  industr}-, 
and  gives  employment  to  la\x>ur. 

Mr.  Watktns. — How  many  are  employed 
in  m.iking  these  candles  ? 

Mr.  STORRER. — I  never  ask  how 
maay  are  employed  in  an  industry.  If  I 
know  an  industry  to  exist,  I  do  what  I 
can  for  its  preservation ;  just  as  I  %'oted 
for  the  protection  of  the  Brisbane  glass  in- 
dustry. As  the  population  of  Tasmania 
injreases.  the  number  of  hands  employed 
in  her  industries  will  increase.  Every  in- 
dustry must  have  a  beginning.  We  should 
not  allow  a  local  company  to  be  destroved 
hv  firms  having  their  head-quarters  in  I.on- 
(ion,  and  remitting  there  any  profits  that 
thev  mnv  make.  I  hope  that  the  Commit- 
tee, will  deal  fairly  with  the  industries  of 
Tasm;mia,  and  make  the  amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate,  reducing  the  duty 
to  hd.  per  lb. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [8.8].— 
In  answer  to  an  interjection  just  prior  to 
the  adjournment,  the  honorable  member  for 


South  Sydney  stated  that  the  company  in 
S>dney  represented  by  Mr.  Georgeson  had 
not  refused  to  supply  any  order,  and  was 
prepared  to  supply  orders  now.  But  during 
the  dinner  adjournment  Mr.  Georgeson  had 
to  admit  in  lus  presence  that  he  could-  not 
supply  an  ounce  within  four  mcwiths,  and 
that  his  firm  was  not  ready  to  manufacture. 

Mr.  Watkins. — He  did  not  say  that  his 
firm  was  not  ready  to  manufacture. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— He  said  that  it 
was  not  prepared  to  sell  at  the  present  time, 
and  would  not  be  able  to  sell  for  four 
months  to  come. 

Mr.  \y ATKINS.— He  said,  "We  will 
take  an  order  to  supply  four  months  hence," 
which  is  as  soon  as  we  can  get  supplies 
from  America. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— He  said  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  fix  a  price,  and  that 
he  would  supply  <»ily  at  uie  price  ruling 
four  months  hence,  which  means  that  when 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  and  his  com- 
pany have  a  -monopoly,  they  will  combine 
and  agree'  upon  a  price. 

Mr.  Sampson. — What  warrant  has  the 
honorable  member  for  saying  that  there 
will  be  such  a  combine? 

"Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Because  the  com- 
pany is  not  prepared  to-day  to  contract  to 
supply  at  a  fixed  price  for  delivery  four 
monttu  hence.  It  will  contract  tmly  for 
a  supply  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  w^n  a 
monopoly  has  been  established  by  means 
of  the  higher  duty.  Surely  it  is  necessary 
for  the  manufacturers  in  Australia  to  get 
their  raw  material  as  cheaply  as  possible. 
That  will  be  admitted  by  every  protec- 
ti<xiist. 

Mr.  Fairbairn. — When  they  cannot  get 
their  raw  material  here. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— When  they  can- 
not  get  it  here  at  a  fair  and  fixed  price. 
The  honorable  member  would  not  enter 
into  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  goods 
four  or  six  mcMiths  hence,  at  a  price  to  be 
fixed  then,  if  he  knew  that  the  only  two 
campanies  which  could  supply  him  would 
then  have  a  monopoly.  » 

Mr,  Watkins. — .How  does  the  hcHKA-able 
m«nber  know  that  these  companies  will 
have  a  monopoly  ? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Because  the  duty 
will  give  them  a  monopoly.  That  is  patent 
on  the  fz.ce  of  it.  The  honorable  member 
desires  that  parafiine  wax  candles  shall  not 
be  used  at  all. 

Mr.  Watkins. — That  is  an  hcmest  posi- 
tion to  take  up  in  the  p^j<<io(^r^t. 
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Mr.  McW.ILLIAMS.— I  am  not  chal- 
lenging the  honorable  member's  honesty. 
What  I  say  is  that  if  paraiBne  wax  candles 
are  injuhouSf  their  use  should  be  prohi- 
bited. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber amsider  them  injiirious? 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— No. 

Mr.  Watkihs. — The  miners  of  Victoria 
say  that  thev  are  injurious. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— The  Treasurer 
has  stated  that  another  firm  is  prepared  to 
supply  paraffine  wax ;  but  he  will  find  that 
that  firm  does  not  manufacture  it,  though 
it  manufactures  stearine. 

Sir  WtLUAU  Lyne. — ^And  paraffine  wax. 
I  am  telei^cMiing  to  the  diairman  of  cfirec- 
tn?,  to  ask  for  a  contradiction  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  firm  does  not  make  paraffins 
wax. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  may  not  manufacture 
paraffine  wax ;  but  it  imports  it. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— It  imports  it; 
but  it  does  not  manufacture  it. 

Sir  Wzluah  Lynb. — The  firm  is  pre- 
pared to  supply,  at  cost  price,  to  Ae  Tas- 
manifin  manufacturer  who  has  been  men- 
tioned as  much  paraffine  wax  as  he  requires. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Is  that  the  right 
position  in  which  to  place  the  Tasmanian 
manufacturers?  The  firm  to  which  the 
Treasurer  refers  makes  candles,  and  are 
its  Tasmanian  rivals  to  be  cwnpelled  to 
go  to  it  for  raw  material  ?  A  duty  of 
jd.  per  lb.  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  rate, 
which  will  enable  the  manufacturers  in  the 
smaller  States  to  continue  to  ompete  with 
those  of  the  larger  States.  Mr.  Kitchen's 
circular  speaks  for  Itself. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^It  shows  ihat  he  is  a  maker 
of  tallow  candles. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Yes,  and  not  a 
manufacturer  of  paraffine  wax. 

Mr.  WATKIXS  (Newcastle)  [8.15].— I 
regret  that  some  honorable  members  should 
desire  to  deal  with  this  duty  on  a  wholly 
different  basis  from  that  on  which  we  have 
approadied  the  consideration  of  other 
items.  In  determining  what  should  be 
the  duty  imposed  on  any  article.  I  am  not 
concerned  with  the  relations  between  the 
firms  engaged  in  its  manufacture.  Mv 
cmitention  is,  as  it  was  when  the  Tariff 
was  first  under  consideration,  that  stearine 
and  paraffine  represent  the  chief  labour  in- 
volved in  the  manufacture  of  candles,  and 
that  we  should -not  ba  justified  in  imposing 
a  heavy  duty  solely  to  protect  those  en- 
gaged in  the  moulding  branch  of  the  in- 
dustry.    The  greater  part  of  the  bbour  in- 
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volved  in  the  making  of  candles  relates  really 
to  the  production  of  stearine  and  its  by- 
products, on  the  one  hand,  and  to  paraffine 
as  a  by-product  of  cnl  producti<»i  on  the 
other.  The  stearine  and  paraffine  having 
been  manufactured  and  made  available, 
only  a  few  boys  are  necessary  to  mould  all 
the  candles  required  to  supply  any  one 
State.  If  this  request  be  agreed  to,  we 
shall  have  the  anomaly  of  a  duty  of  ijd. 
per  lb.  <wi  candles,  and  of  only  Jd.  per  lb. 
on  the  stearine  and  paraffine  used  in  their 
manufacture.  In  other  words,  those  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  stearine  and 
paraffine  will  be  protected  to  the  extent 
only  of  Jd.  per  lb.,  whilst  a  protection  of 
id.  per  lb.  will  be  given  to  those  engaged 
in  moulding. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  swne- 
thing  more  than  the  moulding  to  consider. 
What  about  the  packing  and  casing? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Stearine  and  paraffine 
itave  to  be  packed. 

Mr,  McWILLIAMS. — A  good  many  hands 
are  employed  in  moulding. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  challenge  the  hon- 
orable member  to  prove  that  thirty  hands 
are  so  wigaged  in  Tasmania. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  are  nineteen. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— And  I  venture  to  say 
that  not  mOTe  than  five  of  those  are  adults. 

Mr.  Storrer. — It  is  easy  to  make  such 
a  statement,  but  difficult  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— If  I  am  wrong,  the 
honorable  member  may  correct  me.  Be- 
tween 3,000  and  4,000  are  employed 
directly  and  indirectly  in  the  manufacture 
of  stearine  and  its  by-products.  We  have 
to  remember  the  men-  engaged  in  producing 
the  machinery  used  in  the  industry,  tlie 
miners  «nployed  in  getting  out  the  coal 
consumed  by  it,  and  the  fact  that  only  Aus- 
tralian materials  are  used  in  it.  I  should 
not  allow  paraffine  wax  .to  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  candles  intendsd  for 
use  in  mines  on  the  mainland,  and  I  think 
that  the  same  rule  might  also  be  applied 
with  advantage  to  Ta^ania.  Plants 
which  were  previously  producing  stearine 
are  now  King  idle.  I  desire  tlie  duties  to 
be  so  arrang<;d  that  we  shall  have  genuine 
stearine  candles  placed  on  the  market.  Cer- 
tain firms  are  importing  paraffine  wax  and 
employing  75  per  cent,  of  it  in  the  manu- 
facture of  candles,  only  25  per  cent,  of 
stearine  being  used.  Candles  so  made  are 
purchased  by  people  who  imagine  that  they 
are  obtaining  a  really  good  article,  when, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  thev  are  purchasii  g 
that  which  is  abs<^u|e|j^d@(3^J-^ice. 
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Mr.  McWnxiAMS. — Where  are  sudi 
candles  made? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— They  are  being 
made  here,  and  they  are  also  being  un- 
ported. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^There  is  a 
duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  candles  made  wholly 
or  partlv  of  paraffine  wax. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  think  that  the  duty 
is  OTly  ijd.  per  lb.  The  miners  in  Vic- 
toria are  complaining  of  the  use  of  parat- 
fine  wax  in  candles  supplied  for  min- 
ing purposes.  In  this  State  there 
are  men  working  4,000  feet  below 
the  surface,  under  additions  that  are 
bad  frwn  almost  every  stand-point.  The 
millers  find  that  paraffine  wax  candles 
give  off  a  disagreeable  odour,  and  they  are 
loud  in  their  demand  for  a  better  article. 
I  find,  mi  looking  at  the  schedule,  that  the 
duty  on  candles  made  wholly  or  partly  of 
paraffine  wax  is  i^d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  the 
preferential  rate.  Imports  from  Germany 
— from  countries  other  than  the  United 
Kingdom — are  dutiable  at  2d.  per  lb. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— We  import  seme 
candles  from  black-labour  countries,  but 
not  from  Germany.  If  we  .are  to  place  this 
duty  on  an  equitable  basis,  we  must  take 
care  to  give  the  larger  measure  of  protec- 
tion to  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
stearine  and  wax,  since  the  labour  involved 
in  that  branch  of  manufacture  is  far  in 
excess  of  that  required  for  the  moulding  of 
candles.  We  should  refuse  the  Senate's 
request,  and  so  compel  our  own  manufac- 
turers to  put  a  good  stearine  candle  on  the 
market. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAHS. — The  men  to  whcun 
the  honorable  member  would  give  a  mono- 
poly are  using  paraffine  wax. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— So  far  as  one  can 
judge,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  ground 
for  the  allegation  that  a  monopoly  exists, 
having  in  view  the  fact  that  candles  are 
imported  into  Victoria  from  New  South 
Wales  and  South  Australia,  and  that  Vic- 
torian and  South  Australian  candles  are 
also  used  in  New  South  Wales.  I  do  not 
deny  that  paraffine  wax  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  composite  candles  here,  be- 
cause the  Customs  statistics  show  that,  as 
the  local  production  of  candles  has  in- 
creased, our  imports  of  paraffine  wax  have 
also  increased.  I  desire  to  do  away  with  that 
imputation.  It  is  difficult,  by  looking  at 
them,  to  distinguish  between  a  pure  stearine 
candle  and  one  made  chiefly  of  paraffine 
wax,  but  as  sochi  as  one  of  the  latter  is 
placed  in  a  buggy  lamp      in  a  mine,  and 


subjected  to  any  heat,  it  bends,  and  rnay 
be  tied  in  a  knot.  Many  people  buy  com- 
posite candles,  believing  that  they  are  made 
of  stearine.  I  should  like  to  see  stearine 
more  generally  used.  Tallow,  even  in  its 
raw  state,  will  furnish  a  good  light  for  the 
miner ;  converted  into  stearine,  it  makes  the 
best  candles  of  whidi  I  know.  By  ad(^- 
ing  a  policy  which  will  lead  to  the  general 
manufacture  of  stearine  candles  in  Aus- 
tralia,  we  shall  benefit,  not  only  those  em- 
picked  in  the  stearine  industry,  but  pas- 
toralists  and  farmers  engaged  in  raising 
cattle,  as  well  as  the  amsumers  generally. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Are  any  pure 
stearine  candles  made  in  Australia? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Some  are  made  in 
my  own  electorate.  If  we  reject  this  re- 
quest, we  shall  not  place  the  industry  in 
Tasmania  in  a  worse  position  than  it  occu- 
pied before  this  TariflF  was  introduced. 
Thrae  engaged  there  in  moulding  wax  into 
candles  then  had  the  protection  of  a  duty 
of  Jd.  per  lb.,  and  if  we  reject  this  request 
they  will  ccmtinue  to  enjoy  the  same  mea- 
sure of  protection.  Listening  to  the 
speeches  of  some  of  the  representatives  of 
Tasmania,  one  would  imagine  that  it  was 
proposed  to  do  an  injury  to  the  industry 
in  thai  State.  We  have  no  desire  to  do 
anything  of  the  kind ;  but  those  who  favour 
this  request  are  really  seeking  to  destroy  a 
bi^  iridustry  in  Australia  by  granting  a 
protection  of  id.  per  lb.  to  those  engaged 
in  moulding  candles,  whilst  allowing  a  pro- 
tection of  only  Jd.  per  lb.  on  the  produc- 
tion of  stearine.  The  official  statistics  show 
that  our  imports  of  paraffine  wax  have 
largely  increased  since  1902.  In  1904  we 
imported  ;^i3,648  worth;  in  1905, 
^42,269  wOTth;  and  in  1906,  ^76,345 
worth. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs.— What  was  the  de- 
crease in  the  importation  of  candles  durinjc 
that  time? 

Mr.  WATKINS.— The  figures  I  have 
quoted  support  my  contention  that  stearine 
candles  are  not  being  made  here  as  largely 
as  they  ought  to  be.  I  hope  that  this  re- 
quest will  be  refused.  The  Committee 
should  see  that  the  duty  is  fixed  with  some 
regard  for  the  labour  employed  in  the  in- 
dustry. If  the  duty  of  id.  is  imposed  the 
Tasmanian  moulders  referred  to  will  still 
be  employed.  We  know  that  after  the 
moulds  are  arranged  a  few  boys  could  look 
after  the  moulding  of  all  the  candles  re- 
quired in  any  State. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Only  five  people  are 
employed  in  the  ^^^'Q^f^^  boots 
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in  the  Commonwealth,  and  yet  that  was 
held  to  justify  the  imposition  of  a  heavy 
duty. 

Mr.  WATKINS. — Those  engaged  in  the 
candle-moulding  industry  will  be  in  no 
worse  positicHi  as  a  result  of  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  duty  of  id.,  but  we  shall  by 
refusing  the  request  be  doing  what  is  fair 
to  the  industry,  and  what  will  lead  to  the 
employment  of  a  larger  number  of  hands. 
We  shsJl  do  more,  in  «xnpellirig  the  local 
muiufacturers  as  well  as  the  importers  to 
put  a  good  article  on  the  market,  and  one 
which  will  be  of.  real  use  to  the  man  who 
requires  it  underground.  People  who  enter 
a  shop  to  purchase  stearine  candles  have  a 
right  to  know  that  what  they  get  for  their 
money  are  'not  cMnposition  candles  cmi- 
tainir^  75  per  cent,  of  wax  and  a  little 
stearine  to  give  them  a  colour. 

Mr.  McWiixiAMS. — Most  people  prefer 
to  have  the  wax  in  the  candles. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— I  used  to  think  that 
also;  but  scientific  evidence  could  be  pro- 
duced to  show  that  the  ccnapositiixi  is  not  & 
good  one.  The  fidour  given  off  f rcnn  such 
candles  when  used  in  an  enclosed  place  is 
not  such  as  any  member  of  the  Committee 
would  like  to  breathe.  I  hope  the  Commit- 
tee wilt  do  what  is  fair  in  this  matter,  and 
retain  the  .duty  at  id. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.32].— I  do 
not  propose  to  debate  the  merits  of  the 
questicHi,  but  only  to  say  that  honorable 
members  are  urging  that  the  use  of  paraf- 
fine  wax  candles  in  mines  is  deleterious 
to  health,  and  that  that  is  a  ounplaint 
which  in  my  opinim  might  be  more  pro- 
perly addressed  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
who  are  vested  witH  power  to  prevent  the 
use  of  such  candles  in  mines.  Unless  hon- 
orable members  can  prove  that  the  use  of 
these  candles  in  any  CMinexion  is  deleterious 
to  health,  thev  will  forgive  me  for  saying 
that  I  think  it  is  idle  for  them  to  address 
the  Committee  on  this  question.  Whilst 
the  honorable  member  for  Franklin  was 
speaking,  I  understood  the  Treasurer  to  in- 
teriect  that  he  intended  to  ring  up  Messrs. 
Kitchen  and  Son. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  say  so. 
1  tried  to  get  the  chairm.^n  of  directors, 
as  I  wished  to  get  from  him  direct  what 
was  stated  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  my- 
self. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Of  course  everything  de- 
pends on  the  point  of  view,  but  it  certainly 
does  seem  to  me  that  that  would  be  an  im- 
proper thing  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to  do. 


Sir  WiLLiAH  Lyne. — Of  course  I  can- 
not do  anything  proper. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  dare  say  that  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  suffers  from  some  consti- 
tutional limitations,  which  prevent  him  from 
doing  anything  proper;  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  canvass  more  than  this  particular  in- 
stance. Honorable  members  are  here 
as  the  trustees  of  the  general  public, 
dealing  with  a  Tariff  matter  of  extreme 
importance  to  manufacturers,  importers, 
workers,  and  consumers.  Although  the 
coisumers  include  all  classes,  we  have  here 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  prepared  privately 
to  consult  one  manufacturer,  a  unit  of 
one  section  in  the  community,  who  is,  of 
course,  not  on  oath,  as  to  whether  he 
should  not  penalize  the  whole  of  the  con- 
sumers in  Australia.  The  Treasurer,  ap- 
parently, is  prepared  to  learn  over  a  tele- 
phone wire,  or  in  some  other  secret  way, 
tnformaticm  on  which  to  take  actim  to 
penalize  the  general  public.  I  can  <mly 
regard  that  circumstance  as  very  imfor- 
tunate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  pn^iose 
to  penalize  the  general  public. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [8.35].— I  wish, 
to  correct  a  statement  made  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle,  to  the 
effect  that  there  are  not  more  than  five 
adults  engaged  in  the  candle-moulding  in- 
dustry. If  the  Senate's  request  be  not 
agreed  to  it  will  involve  a  loss  of  vork 
for  thirty  hands,  the  majtvity  of  whom 
are  adults,  in  Tasmania  alone.  The  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  member  for  New- 
castle would  nnply  that  the  whole  of  the 
bad  candles,  to  which  he  has  referred,  were 
made  in  Tasmania. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  did  not  say  so.  . 

Mr.  STORRER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  to  retain  the  old  duty  would 
only  throw  out  of  employment  a  few  men 
working  in  Tasmania.  He  then  went  on  to 
speak  of  the  injurious  effects  of  the  use  of 
these  candles  in  mines.  When  I  spoke  on  the 
question,  I  said  I  knew  what  was  being 
done  in  Ta«nania,  but  that  I  did  not 
know  what  was  being  done  in  other  parts 
of  Australia.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the 
effect  of  reducing  this  duty  would  be  to 
throw  out  of  employment  a  number  of 
hands  in  other  parts  of  Australia  where  the 
candles  referred  to  are  made,  since  the 
candles  made  in  Tasmania  are  not  sent  to 
the  mainland,  and  are  not  used  in  any 
mines.  I  hope  the  CcHnmitt^  will  consider 
that  aspect  of  the[j!|a|tg^GoOgle 
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Que&ticMi — That  tlie  requested  amoid- 
ment  making  the  duty  on  Stearine  and 
Paraffine  wax  (item  42)  per  lb.  id.,  be  not 
made — put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  31 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  13 


Majority 

Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapmant  Austin 
Cook,  Hutne 
Coon,  J. 
DeakiD,  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Kairbairn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fofter,  F.  J. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Hall,  D,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
HutchisoD,  }. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.'  A. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
McWilliams.  W.  }. 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
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Ayes. 


Knox,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Nfahon,  H, 
Mathews,  J. 
M&uger,  S. 
McOou^ali,  J.  K. 
Palmer,  A.  C.' 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S- 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkias.  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wilson,  j.  G.  ■ 

Tellers  : 
B.imford,  F.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Noes. 


Storrer.  D. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Trllers  : 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 


PAns. 

Glynn.  P.  McM. 
O'Malley.  King 
Frarer,  C.  E. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Edwards,  R. 
Reid,  O.  H. 
Willis.  Henry 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
BrowD,  Thomas. 


Hughes,  W.  M. 
Thomas,  J. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Webster,  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page.  J. 
Brown,  Tilley 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  not  made. 
Item  45.    Confectionery,  Cocoa,  and  Choco- 
late, viz. 

(a)  Confectionery,  n.e.i.,  including  Cocoa 
and  Chocolate  prepared  for  edible  use 
OF  potable  use  (not  in  powdered 
form)  -,  bon.bons  and  mixed  packets  of 
confectionery,  containing  trinkets 
(gross  weights);  Sugar  Candv;  Medi- 
cated Confectionery,  Cachous;  and 
Crystallized  or  Candled  Fruits,  per 
lb.  (General  Tariff),  33d. ;  and  on  and 
after  ^oih  October,  1907,  3d.;  (United 
Kin(;dom),  3^d. ;  and  on  and  after 
3otb  October,  r9o7,  a{d. 
Request. — Make  the  duty  (General  Tariff)  a^d. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
Dosed— 

4t  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 


Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [8.45]— I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  ccxisider 
very  carefully  before  they  accept  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Treasurer.  The  interests  of  the 
confectionery  intlastry  would  be  ver}'  well 
protected  bv  means  of  a  duty  of  zjd.  per 
lb.,  especially  when  we  remember  that  tiie 
Tariff  Commission  recommended  a  duty  of 
2d.,  whilst  the  old  duty  was  <xi\y  id.  The 
decision  of  the  Senate  was  arrived  at  after 
much  thought  and  debate ;  and  all  the 
arguments  in  the  contrary  direction  are 
rather  for  prc^ibition  than  for  adequate 
protection.  This  is  not  a  case  of  a 
strangled  industry,  because  manufactories 
and  emplov&  are  multiplying,  while  there 
is  exported  annually  nearly  400.000  lbs. 
of  confectioner}-.  Under  all  the  drcum- 
stances,  we  ought  to  accede  to  the  request 
of  the  Senate. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  45.   Confectionery,  ftc,  vis.  r— 

Request. — Insert  new  paragraph— "(G)  Con* 
fectionery  of  any  kind,  c<mtBinin^  Glucose^ 
Paraffine  Wax,  or  Plaster  of  Pans,  per  lb. 
(General  Tariff),  4d." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.48]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

This  proposed  duty  was  based  on  an  in- 
tention to  impose  an  Excise  duty  on  recom- 
mittaJ,  but  none  of  the  items  were  reconr-. 
mitted.  Under  the  circumstances  I  think 
the  request  ought  to  be  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.49].— This 
motion  has  been  submitted  very  quietly,  as 
though  there  was  some  intenticm  to  smuggle 
it  through,  but  I  desire  that  the  facts 
should  1^  known.  Glucose,  I  understand, 
is  in  America  made  from  old  boots  and 
things  of  that  sort,  and  is  used,  amongst 
other  purposes,  for  fortifying  champagne. 
Paraffine  wax  is  extracted  from  shale  and 
refined  petroleum ;  and  I  ask  whether  that 
is  a  proper  ingredient  for  confectionery  ? 
Then,  I  do  not  like  to  think  of  the  public 
chewing  plaster  of  Paris.  This  material 
is  bad  enough  in  Italian  statuary  as  an 
apology  for  art,  and  is  still  worse  as  an 
apology  for  food.  I  ask  the  Committee 
to  indorse  the  request  of  the  Senate,  and, 
if  possible,  to  go  further  and  prohibit  the 
importation  of  any  such  ccmfectionery.  It 
has  been  said  that  this  is  not  a  strangled 
industry,  though  it  would  appear  that  the 
ingredients  u.sed  are  well  calculated  to 
choke  those  who  consume,  s'jch  confec- 
tionery. DigitizedbyCiOOgle  : 
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t  ■  Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Would  the  honor- 
■able  member  also  prohibit  local  manufac- 
turers from  using  those  ingredients  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Certainly.  I  supposethat 
plaster  of  Paris  is  used  mainly  for  oma- 
mentation  purposes,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  is  not  a  proper  material  from  whidi  to 
make  ccmfectiwiery. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders.)  [8.52]. 
— I  agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Dalley  in  refermce  to 
the  use  of  paraffine  wax  and  plaster  of 
Paris  in  the  manufacture  of  conrecti(»iery ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  honorable  members 
will  agree  that  their  importation  in  such 
connexion  ought  to  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  in  the  ab- 
sence of  an  Exdse  duty  or  of  State  laws 
those  ingredients  could  continue  to  be  used 
by  Australian  raanufacturerSi. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— We  are  not  now 
dealing  with  local  manufacturers,  and  I 
have  a  suggestion  to  make  which  I  think 
may  meet  the  difficulty.  I  never  heard  of 
glucose  being  made  out  of  old  boots ;  I 
understand  it  is  made  principally  from 
maize,  and  is  a  useful  and  necessary  article 
■in  the  productim  of  certain  classes  of  sweet- 
meats. 

■   Mr.  Wilson. — And  not  harmful. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— And  not  harm- 
ful if  properly  produced.  My  suggestion 
^is  that  we  omit  the  word  "glucose,"  and 
thai  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Senate, 
«o  as  to  impose  the  higher  duty  on  the  con- 
fectionery containing  the  deleterious  sub- 
(Stances. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [8.55]. 
• — I  agree  with  the  honorable  member  for 
'Flindas  in  reference  to  the  use  of  glucose, 
•but  I  hope  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Ciistoms  will  exercise  the  powers  he  has 
tmder  existing  laws,  and  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  ccmfectionery  containing  dele- 
terious substances. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Is  plaster  of  Paris 
not  used  only  for  the  purposes  of  orna- 
ment ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  are  many 
things  used  in  the  production  of  food  which 
are  just  as  bad  as  plaster  of  Paris;  and 
if  I  were  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  exercise  my 
powers  of  prohibition.  There  seems  to  be 
a  dilference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  or 
not  glucose  is  injurious;  but  I  am  quite 
willing  to  allow  that  commodity  to  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  sweetmeats. 
Doubtless  the  Minister  will  i»romise,  if  we 
agree  to  the  duty  of  4d..  that  he  will  exer- 
cise his  powers  of  prohibition,  if  he  finds 


that  ingredients  so  injurious  as  paraffine 
wax  and  plaster  of  Paris  are  still  being 
used. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[*-57]- — I  am  in  agreement  with  honorable 
members  who  seek  to  prc^ifoit,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  impcvtation  of  confectionary 
containing  such  deleterious  substances.  We 
must,  however,  have  regard  to  fairness  as 
between  local  and  foreign  makers. 
.  Mr.  Mathews. — Both  ought  to  be  pro- 
hibited from  using  such  ingredients. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Precisely ;  but 
we  have  power  in  this  connexion  to  deal 
only  with  goods  that  come  oversea.  The 
Cc»nmerce  Act,  the  virtues  of  which  the 
h(xic»^le  member  for  Hindmarsh  extols, 
and  which  he  assisted  in  passing, 
cannot  apply  to  any  commodi^  pro- 
duced locally,  however  injurious  it  may 
be.  The  suggestitxi  of  the  honorable 
monber  means  that  foreign  makers  shall 
be  prevented  from  sending  here  confec- 
tionery containing  plaster  of  Paris  or 
para&ie  wax,  while  local  manufacturers 
shall  be  allowed  to  use  those  ingredients 
without  restriction.  This  request  origin- 
ated in  the  Senate,  with  an  idea  of  fol- 
lowing up  the  import  duty  with  an  Excise 
duty  of  a  similar  amount  on  locally-pro- 
duced confectionery. 

Mr.  Tudor. — If  such  confecti(»iery  is 
injurious,  its  manufacture  and  sale  oi^ht 
to  be  absolutely  prohibited. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Exactly;  and 
I  suggest  that  it  would  be  better  to  leave 
the  matter  over  until  it  can  be  dealt  with, 
not  in  the  present  proposed  piece-meal 
fashion,  but  in  a  thorough  manner.  In  the 
Senate  it  was  intended  to  reawnmit  this 
item,  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  an  Ex- 
cise duty,  but  the  matter  was  overlooked. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  not  over- 
looked ;  no  items  were  recommitted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  understajid 
that  honorable  senators,  if  they  were  here, 
would  propose  the  deletion  of  this  item 
until  the  matter  could  be  dealt  with  in  a 
thorough  manner.  We  only  penalize  the 
importation  of  this  stuff;  we  do  not  pro- 
hibit it.  If  the  importers  can  get  through 
the  fourpenny  Tariff,  they  can  poison  all 
.\ustratia  so  far  as  this  provision  is  coi> 
cerned.  If  we  think  this  k!nd  of  thing 
ought  not  to  come  in,  the  proper  course 
to  take  would  be  to  prohibit  it  altogether. 
I  believe  the  Minister  has  that  power. 

Sir  William  T-yne. — Its  importation  can 
be  prohibited  imder  the  Ccmmerce  Act  if 
it  is  injurious.     ^,gf^a^^,@O^I^  » 
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memorandum  stating  that  under  the  Vic- 
torian Pure  Food  Act  the  presence  of 
paraffine  wax  and  plaster  of  Paris  in  con- 
fection erv  is  pn^ibited. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Therefore,  tne 
Victorian  State  authorities  have  already 
taken  action  to  protect  the  people  from  that 
kind  of  thing.  We  may  agree  to  the  Min- 
ister's motion  on  account  of  the  fact  that 
the  request  only  partly  carries  out  the 
Senate's  intention.  Had  they  cranpleted 
their  work,  as  they  intended  to  do,  they 
would  have  proposed  to  penalize  the  local 
manufacture,  as  well  as  the  importation,  of 
these  substances.  That  would  be  fair.  If 
any  proposal  is  made  to  leave  out  glucose, 
and  to  Adopt  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
quested amendment,  I  shall  be  ccmipelled 
to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Knox. — Let  us  eliminate  the  whole 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  it  would 
be  better,  until  we  can  deal  with  the  matter 
properly.  The  only  way  to  deal  with  it  is 
by  means  of  total  prohibition. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9.3].— I  am 
pleased  to  hear  that  h(xiorable  members  de- 
sire to  prohibit  the  impcxtation  of  confec- 
tiQn«7  containing  these  substances.  Is  it 
the  Minister's  intention,  if  we  do  not  adopt 
the  request,  to  prohibit  their  importation 
under  the  Commerce  Act? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  the  Min- 
ister who  will  deal  with  that. 

Mr.  WILKS.—Then  I  should  like  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  to  give  a 
definite  answer  to  my  question.  I  am  not 
anxious  to  be  poiscmed  by  confecticmery 
which  comes  in  either  under  a  4d.  duty  or 
free,  or  to  see  Australians  poisoned  bv-  it. 
I  want  to  be  sure  that  I  am  not  buying  an 
article  from  which  I  do  not  get  full  value. 
If  I  agree  to  the  Minister's  motion,  is  It 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  these  articles? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Their  imp(»tation 
cannot  be  prohibited  tmless  th^  are  con- 
sidered injurious  under  the  Commerce  Act. 
It  can  be  prohibited  tmder  that  Act. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Every  honorable  member 
who  has  spoken  has  admitted  that  these 
.substances  are  deleterious  in  confectionery. 
I  am  invited  to  vote  for  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  their  importation  will  be  pro- 
hibited. Unless  we  get  a  statement  to  that 
effect  from  the  Government,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  the  motion.  No  one 
can  oHitend  that  these  substances  are  fit 
for  human  oxisumpticxi. 


Mr.  POVNTON  (Grey)  [9.5].— 1  am 
delighted  at  the  anxiety  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  to  protect  the  young 
fr(Mn  deleterious  materials  put  into  lollies, 
but  if  the  hworable  member  visited  the 
factories  arotmd  Melbourne,  and  in  other 
parts,  he  would  find  terns  of  glucoEe  being 
used. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — They  make  no  secret  of 
the  fact  that  glucose  Is  used  here.  They 
cannot  get  good  results  without  it. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  understand  that  it 
gives  a  better  finish  to  the  article,  and  I 
cannot  discover  that  it  has  any  deleterious 
effect  upon  those  who  consume  the  lollies 
made  from  it.  Are  we  to  say  that  the 
local  article  can  be  made  from  any  ingredi- 
ents whicli  the  manufacturers  like  to  use, 
but  that  {|^x>ds  which  come  frfmi  reputable 
firms  like  Fry's  and  Cadbury's,  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  are  to  be  shut  out  because 
they  contain  the  same  ingredients? 

Mr.  Wilks. — We  can  get  level  with  the 
local  manufacturer  by  an  Excise  duty. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  stage  for  im- 
posing  an  Excise  duty  has  passed.  The 
idea  in  the  Senate,  when  this  request  was 
agreed  to,  was  to  impose  an  Excise  duty 
also,  so  as  to  reach  the  local  manufac- 
turer. The  Minister  has  all  the  power  ne- 
cessary to  prohibit  importations,  but  I  do  not 
w£.nt  him  or  the  Committee  to  fall  into  the 
trap  of  preventing  the  importatiMi  of  cer- 
tain goods  because  they  contain  ingredients 
the  use  of  which  is  allowed  in  Australia. 
That  would  be  placing  a  dangerous  weapoo 
in  the  hands  of  a  keen  protecttcxiist,  sixJi  as 
the  Treasurer  is,  but  I  do.  not  think  that 
he  would  use  his  power  to  that  extent.  The 
Minister's  motion  should  be  agreed  to.  The 
State  authorities  can  if  thev  like  deal  with 
the  sale,  not  only  of  locally-made,  but  of 
impOTted  confecticmery  containing  these 
substances.  Victoria  has  done  so,  and 
other  States  can  do  the  same. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.10].— At 
the  present  stage  of  the  manufacture  of 
sweets,  glucose  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
many  of  them.  Chocolate  creams  and  ccm- 
fections  of  that  kind  could  not  be  made 
as  a  commercial  commodity  without  it.  It 
prevents  them  from  getting  hard.  We  are 
all  at  one  in  not  wanting  ourselves  or  our 
children  to  be  pcnsoned  with  plaster  of 
Paris  or  para£Sne  wax.  But  the  difficulty 
is  that  a  fourpenny  duty  will  not  prohitAt 
the  importation  of  confectionery  contain- 
ing those  substances.  It  will  not  prohilnt 
the  imputation  of  those  light  ornaments 
used  on  wedding,g^J^.(;^^f^  agree 


Customs 


[22  April,  1908.]  Tariff  BUl.  10517 


to  the  requested  amendment,  while  _  the 
articles  could  still  be  imported  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Cust<wns  would  not  be 
able  to  exercise  his  power  of  prohibition 
under  the  C(»nmerce  Act,  because  there 
would  be  this  express  aiactment  in  the  Cus- 
toms  Tariff  Act  allowing  them  to  be  im- 
ported at  a  certain  rate  of  duty.  If  we 
do  not  make  this  proviaoo  in  the  Cus- 
toms Tariff  Act,  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Customs,  if  convinced  that  the  articles 
are  deleterious,  can  prohibit  their  im- 
portation under  the  Conmerce  Act.  There- 
fore the  course  advocated  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Dalley  may  be  the  very 
means  of  allowing  these  things  to  be  im- 
pcvted.  It  will  be  better  to  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  discretion  of  the  Minister. 

Motion  agreed  ta 

Requested  amendmenrt  not  made. 

Item  46.    Liquorice,  viz.  :— 

(c)  Other,  per  lb.,  3^d. ;  and  <ai  and  after 
30th  October,  1907, 
Request. — ^Make  the  duty  ad. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyme)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.13]. — Will  the  Minister  state 
what  he  proposes  to  do  with  the  request  for 
new  paragraph  d? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  propose  to  accept 

it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  very 
undesirable  that  these  distinctions  should 
be  made,  such  as  having  cwie  rate  of  duty 
below  a  certain  invoice  price,  and  another 
rate  of  duty  above  it,  more  especially  in  an 
article  which  is  not  of  large  omsumption  or 
of  very  large  importation.  It  only  creates 
oonfusi(xi  to  have  the  difference  between 
the  duty  on  an  article  which  costs  is.  and 
on  an  article  which  costs  is.  o^d.,  not 
merely  one  of  amount,  as  under  an  ad 
voter  em  duty,  but  the  difl^enoe  between  a 
6xed  rate  and  an  ad  valorem  rate.  It  (mly 
complicates  the  Tariff  and  makes  the  diffi- 
culties greato*  for  the  Department  and  the 
importers.  The  Minister  should  adopt 
either  an  ad  valorem  or  a  fixed  rate 
throughout.  I  am  not  suggesting  to  him 
what  that  rate  should  be. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  are  numbers 
of  cases  where  the  ad  valorem  system  is 
departed  from. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  are 
very  few  instances  of  the  kind  now  pro- 
posed. A  duty  of  3d.  (per  lb.  on  the 
cheaper  grades  of  liquorice  is  very  mudi 


metre  per  cent,  than  is  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  on  the  dearer  grades.  Is  that  de- 
sirable? In  the  interests  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  well  as  of  the  importers,  the  Min- 
ister should  consider  the  advisability  of 
either  preserving  the  old  duty,  or  impos- 
ing an  a2  valorem  duty  all  round.  I  think 
that  all  kinds  of  liqucvice  should  be  sub- 
jected to  a  similar  duty,  whether  it  be  ad 
valorem,  or  per  lb. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.16]— I 
should  like  the  Minister  to  state  one  or  two 
of  the  reasons  why  he  wishes  the  Com- 
mittee to  disagree  with  the  Senate's  request. 
As  regards  liquorice,  the  Tariff  Coounis- 
si<m  made  a  unanimous  recommendation. 
I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  realise  that 
the  C«nmittee  is  entitled  to  receive  an  ex- 
planaticHi  at  his  hands,  especially  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Tariff  Commissi(xi 
unanimously  recommended  the  duty  which 
has  been  suggested  by  the  Senate. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — The  object  is  to 
bring  the  dieaper  erades  of  IiqU(»ice  under 
the  same  rate  of  duty  as  ccxifectiono^. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9-17]. — I  should  like  to  hear  the 
Minister's  opinion  of  my  suggesticm,  which, 
i  assure  him,  was  not  made  in  an  antag- 
onistic way.  I  believe  that  if  he  will  only 
consider  the  matter,  he  will  recognise  the 
wisdcnn  of  adopting  one  rate  of  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  boiorable 
member  will  see  that  one  request  deals  with 
liqu(»ice,  which  is  dutiable  at  ^d.  per  lb., 
that  is  the  same  rate  as  confectionery,  and 
that  the  other  request  deals  with  liquorice, 
which,  including  the  inside  packages,  ex- 
ceeds js.  per  lb.  in  value. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  the 
Minister  wishes  to  bring  liquorice  under 
the  same  rate  of  duty  as  confectionery,  it 
should  be  made  dutiable  at  3d.  per  lb.  all 
round.  Scone  descriptions  of  confec- 
tionery cost  much  more  than  is.  per  lb., 
and  are  dutiable  at  3d.  per  lb.  But  in 
the  case  of  liquorice,  a  different  method 
is  adopted,  and  what  is  a  coamaratively 
small  item  as  compared  with  confectionery, 
is  divided  into  two  classes,  one  class  being 
subjected  to  a  fixed  duty,  and  the  other 
to  an  ad  valorem  duty.  No  necessity  has 
been  found  to  deal  in  that  way  with  the 
much  larger  item  of  confectionery.  The 
Minister  is  scenting  to  make  a  difference, 
which,  I  assure  him,  will  prove  very  often 
inconvenient  to  the  Department,  and  often 
puzzling  to  the  importers.  He  says  that 
he  desires  to  put  liquoricp->ai  tlw  same 
footing  as  conf edib^e^^  %fiPSf|gl5enate 


10518      '     CmSoms  [REPRESENTATIVES.]        Tariff  B:U. 


has  put  it  on  quite  a  different  footing.  I 
ask  him  to  carry  out  his  own  intenticwi. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Koojong)  [9.20].— It  is 
very  difficult,  indeed,  to  hear  exactly  what 
view  the  Minister  expresses  when  the  dis- 
cussion is  caixied  on  in  an  undertone.  So 
far  as  I  understand  the  position,  he  wants 
the  Committee  to  disagree  with  the  Senate's 
request  that  liquorice  should  bear  a  duty 
of  2d.  per  lb.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
last  speaker  that  a  composite  duty  on  a 
small  item  of  this  kind  is  highly  objection- 
able. If  the  Minister  would  agree  to  im- 
pose a  specific  duty  of  2jd.  per  lb.  on  all 
kinds  of  liquorice,  the  trade  would  know 
better  how  they  stood.  But  to  differen- 
tiate between  grades  of  liquorice,  and  to 
levy  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  liquorice 
invoiced  at  more  that  is.  per  lb.,  is  to  in- 
troduce a  complication,  for  whidi  I  fail 
to  see  any  justification.  I  trust  that  the 
Committee  will  resist  the  attempt  to  im- 
pose a  composite  duty,  because  it  would 
be  against  the  interests  of  the  trad&  The 
manufacture  of  pure  liquorice  of  proper 
weight  is  being  undertaken  by  a  leading 
firm  here,  and  deserves  support  at  the 
hands  of  the  Committee.  The  Minister 
has  not  made  a  sufficient  explanaticm  to 
enable  us  to  understand  properly  the  at- 
titude of  the  Government  on  this  item.  I 
think  that  we  are  entitled  to  know  the 
reasons  which  are  actuating  them. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.24]. — I  am  asking  the  Committee 
to  disagree  with  the  Senate's  request  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  certain  grades  of 
liquorice  from  3d.  to  2d.  per  lb.  The  re- 
quest to  impose  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on 
liquorice  invoiced  at  more  than  is.  per  lb. 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Ministers  in  the  Senate, 
and  for  fairly  good  reasons,  I  believe.  I 
do  not  feel  quite  justified  in  repudiating 
what  they  did  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Kelly. — They  went  back  on  what 
the  hcHiorable  gentleman  did  in  this  House, 
I  understand. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  beg  the  hrai- 
orable  member's  pardon.  I  am  not  going 
back  00  any  promise  that  I  made. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  the  Senate  the  honor- 
able member's  a>lleagues  went  back  upon 
him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  made  no  pro- 
mise. Whenever  I  was  beaten  I  accepted 
the  decision  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — In  the  case  of  some  items 
Ministers  in  the  Senate  went  back  upon  the 
honorable  gentleman. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  my 
misfortune.  I  always  stick  to  my  friends 
and  colleagties.  I  must  adhere  to  request 
No.  II  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amoidment  not  made. 

Item  46.'  Liquorice,  viz.  ^—  .   .  . 

Request. — Add  the  following  new  ptragTaph  s 
— "  (u)  When  the  invoice  Taioe,  mclndinc  the 
inside  packages*  exceeds  is.  per  lb.»  ad  vu.  95 
per  cent." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lynb)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9.26]. — I  propose  to  move  that 
the  duty  be  made  3d.  per  lb.,  as  cxi  con- 
fecticHiery,  because  I  can  see  no  justifica- 
tion for  the  ret^uest  of  the  Senate,  especially 
when  the  Minister  desires  to  bring  liquorice 
into  line  with  confecticHiery.  Before  I  sub- 
mit an  amendment  for  that  purpose,  sir, 
I  desire  to  ascertain  whether,  when  no  pre- 
ferential duty  on  an  item  was  carried  here, 
or  is  requested  by  the  Senate,  an  amendment 
for  the  imposition  of  a  preferential  duty 
may  be  proposed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  will  be  quite  in 
order  for  the  Committee  to  make  any  modi- 
lication. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.-Including 
a  preferential  duty  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes,  if  that  is  de- 
sired. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  are 
only  dealing  at  present  with  the  duty  in  the 
general  Tariff.  The  Minister  says  that  he 
wishes  to  bring  liquorice  into  line  with  ccxi- 
fectionery. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  said  that  I  wish 
to  Kring  certain  grades  of  liquwice  into  line 
with  confectionery. 

Mr.  D  UGALD  THOMSON.  —  Why 
should  not  the  honorable  gentleman  agree 
to  bring  all  grades  of  liquorice  into  line 
with  confectionery  ?  Surely  he  must  know 
that  some  grades  of  confectionery  are  in- 
voiced at  more  than  is.  per  lb. !  I  really 
cannot  understand  his  objection  to  a  pro- 
posal which  if  adopted  would  be  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Department.  I  intoid 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  make  the  duty  in 
the  general  Tariff  3d.  per  lb. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  suggest  to  the 
Treasurer  that  it  would  be  convenient 
to  the  Committee  if  his  amendment  were 
withdrawn  temporarily,  in  wder  to  allow 
the  honorable  member  for  North  SydnA.  I 
to  submit  his  proposal.  /-Othenvise.  I  anj 
afraid  that  we  mayitjget  ^nVe^iekOSimfusior^  I 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think, 
sir,  that  we  can  arrive  at  the  same  result  by 
voting  against  the  proposal  of  the  Trea- 
mer. 

Questicm  put.   The  Committee  divided 


■Ayes 
Noes 


26 

21 


MajOTity 


Am. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Com,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Dealiin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E, 
Hughes.  W.  M. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloaey,  W.  R.  N. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frih,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McU. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingston,  1. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


I  Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
SampMA,  S. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellert: 
Hall.  O.  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 

NOKS. 

Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Storrer,  O. 
Thomson.  Dueald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  I.  G. 

Tellers: 
Bowden.  E.  K. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Paiss. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Edwards,  R. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Atkinson,  L. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Brown.  Tilley 
Liddell,  F. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Willis.  Henry 


Webster,  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Spencc,  W.  G. 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catta,  T.  H. 
Page,  T- 
Wynne,  A. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
O'Malley.  King 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  53.    Fish,  vii. : — 

(a)  Fresh,  smoked,  dried,  or  preserved  by 
cold  process,  per  lb.,  i^. 

Requests. — Insert  after  "  smoked "  the  word 
"  or,"  and  afler  "  dried "  the  words,  "(but  not 
salted)."     Make  the  duty  id. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
8um)  [9.36]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  made. 
My  information  is  that  the  amendments 
are  necessar>',  owing  to  a  confusion  in  the 
classification  of  dried  and  salted  fish,  which 
it  was  intended  should  be  dutiable  under 
paragraph  d  at  5s.  per  cwf.   The  amend- 


ment will  effect  that  object.  The  reduction 
in  duty  is  necessary  to  bring  paragrai^ 
A  and  c  into  harmony. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendments  made. 

Item  53.   Fish,  vii.  ^— 

(C)  Preserved  in  tint  or  other  air^ht  Tea- 
sels (except  fish  preserved  in  salt  or 
brine  and  smoked  or  dried),  including 
the  weight  of  liquid  contents,  per  lb.« 
ijd. ;  and  on  and  after  30th  October, 
1907,  id. 

Request. — Leave  out  **and  smoked  or  dried.** 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.40].— In  this  case,  I  propose  to 
.ask  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the  request 
of  the  Senate,  with  a  slight  modificatira, 
namely,  the  omission  of  the  words  "  except 
fish  preserved  in  salt  or  brine. "  Since 
the  Tariff  was  passed  by  this  House  it  has 
been  found  that  importers  have  been  im- 
puting, in  tins  or  bottles,  fish  preserved 
in  salt  and  brine,  and  have  been  demand- 
ing its  admission  under  paragraph  d  of  this 
item  at  5s.  per  cwt.  The  Department  has 
had  no  option  but  to  admit  the  goods  at 
that  rate.  The  proposed  modification  of 
the  Senate's  request  will  remove  all  pos- 
sible doubt  as  to  what  was  our  intention 
in  regard  to  the  duty  diargeable  iipcxi 
goods  covered  by  this  paragraph.  I,  there- 
fore, move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made,  but 
that  the  words  "  except  fish  preserved  in  salt  or 
brine"  be  also  left  out. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [9.42].— I 
desire  to  ask  the  Treasurer  whether  the 
modificaticHi  of  the  Senate's  request  which 
he  proposes  will  have  the  effect  of  exsmgt- 
ing  smoked  herrings  in  tins? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Paragraphs  a  and 
c  of  item  53  must  be  read  in  c(»ijuncti(xi. 
The  honorable  member  will  then  see  the 
positioi. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Whilst,  in  the  past, 

smoked  fish  have  been  subjected  to  a  high 
duty,  smoked  herrings  in  tins  have  aisc 
been  subjected  to  the  higher  rate.  I  desire 
to  prevent  a  continuance  of  that  state  of 
things. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested    amendment,    as  modified, 

made. 

Item  61.  Vegetables,  dried,  dry-salted,  con- 
centrated,  compressed,  or  powdered,  herbs  dried, 
not  medicinal,  ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Requests. — Number  the  paragraph  "a";  leave 
out  "  herbs  dried  not  medicinal,"  and  add  the 
following  nc-iv  paragraph:—--, 

(B)  Herbs  drie4i3iafe(}ittefca(QPglQb.,  ^d. 
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Moticm  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  made. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [9.49]-— 
When  going  through  the  various  items  this 
afternoon,  I  understood  the  Treasurer  to 
say  that  he  agreed  with  the  wording  of  this 
item  requested  by  the  Senate,  but  not  with 
the  requested  duty  of  4d.  per  lb.  upon 
dried  herbs. 

Sir  WiLUAit  Lyne. — Oh,  no;  I  said  in 
regard  to  request  No.  14,  item  6ia,  "  in- 
sertion of  comma  and  deletioi  of  words, 
and,  B,  new  item  and  4d.  per  lb." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9-50]. — This  is  one  of  the  items 
to  which  the  Treasurer  assented  when  it 
was  previously  imder  consideraticm  in  this 
Chamber.  I  then  raised  the  question  as  to 
why  a  duty  of  4d.  per  lb.  should  be  im- 
posed upon  dried  herbs,  seeing  that  dried 
vegetables  were  dutiable  only  at  20  per 
cent.  A  duty  of  4d.  per  lb.  upon  dried 
herbs  is  an  enrnmous  one,  and  I  fail  to  see 
whv  we  should  differentiate  between  the  rate 
levied  upon  thbse  herbs  and  that  imposed 
upc«  dried  vegetables.  The  Treasurer 
agreed  to  majce  the  duty  20  per  cent.  I 
have  before  me  the  Hansard  report  of  the 
debate  whei>  that  proposal  was  accepted  by 
him.  The  only  difference  between  dried 
vegetables  and  dried  herbs  is  that  dried 
vegetables  go  direct  to  the  consumer, 
whilst  dried  herbs  are  used  by  manufac- 
turers. This  duty  is  therefore  a  tax  upon 
them.  Surely  if  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
on  dried  vegetables  is  suificient,  that  rate 
should  also  be  sufficient  for  dried  herbs. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  manufacturers  use 
dried  herbs? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— They  are 
used  largely  by  butchers  in  the  making  of 
sausages,  and  by  the  makers  of  condi"- 
ments.  How  can  honorable  members  ex- 
cuse a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  dried  vege- 
tables if  they  impose  a  duty  of  4d.  per  lb. 
on  dried  herbs? 

Mr.  Foster. — Vegetables  do  not  shrink 
nearly  so  much  as  herbs  do. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Vege- 
tables shrink  more  as  a  matter  of  fact. 
Vegetables  are  usually  full  of  watery 
matter. 

Mr.  Foster.— -I  know  that  the  shrink- 
age is  very  much  greater  in  the  case  of 
herbs. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
it  is  not,  and  I  doubt  very  much  if  the 
honorable  member  has  had  as  much  experi- 
ence as  I  have  had. 


Mr.  Foster. — To  what  vegetables  does 
the  hcmorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— In  the 
drying  of  such  vegetables  as  cabbages, 
carrots,  and  potatoes,  the  loss  is  greater 
than  in  drying  herbs.  Hcmorable  mem- 
bers hare  received  many  protests  from 
manufacturers  who  use  dried  herbs,  and 
who  do  not  see  why  they  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  4d.  per  lb.,  which  in  many 
cases  is  over  100  per  cent.,  whereas  the 
users  of  dried  vegetables  are  only  charged 
20  per  cent.  I  am  rather  surprised  thaf 
the  Treasurer  should  speak  of  not  desiring 
to  depart  from  anything  that  his  colleague 
has  agreed  to  in  another  place,  whilst  he 
allows  his  colleague  elsewhere  to  depart 
from  the  arrangement  made  in  this  House. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  request  was 
carried  bv  sixteen  to  twelve. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  we 
carried  the  duty  to  which  we  agreed 
unanimously ;  there  was  no  division.  When 
the  Treasurer  objects  to  an  agreement  made 
by  his  colleague  in  another  place  being  de- 
parted from,  why  should  he  ask  this  Com- 
mittee to  depart  from  an  agreement  made  by 
him  here?  He  is  placing  another  place  in 
a  superior  position  to  this  Chamber.  I 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  accept  the  20  per  cent, 
duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Whv  not  make  the  duty 
on  dried  herbs  and  dried  vegetables  in  each 
case  4d.  per  lb.  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  sug- 
gestioi  is  worthy  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. The  Treasurer  ought  to  be  consistent 
and  agree  to  the  duty  of  20  per  cent.  I 
think  that  the  two  questions  involved  in  the 
item  should  be  dealt  with  separately. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  object  to 
that,  and  will  withdraw  my  moticm  to  en- 
able the  request  as  to  the  text  of  the  item, 
and  that  as  to  the  duty,  to  be  put  sepa- 
rately. 

Moticm,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Moti(Hi   (by  Sir   Wu.uam  Lyne)  pro 

posed — 

That  the  requested  amendment  leaving  out  the 
words  "  Herbs   dried  not  medicmal,"  be  made. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [9.58].— I 
have  a  distinct  recollection  of  the  some- 
what protracted  debate  which  took  place 
on  this  rather  small  item  when  the  Tariff 
was  last  before  us.  The  Treasurer  then 
accepted  the  suggestion  for  a  20  per  cent, 
duty.  As  the  honorable  membCT  for 
Ntwth  Sydney  has  pmnted  out,  dried  herbs 
are  the  raw  material  of  various  industries. 
Surely,  therefore,o,j(;i,a}y^Gfl©®gifeitself 
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to  protectionists  that  the  duty  should  not 

be  as  high  as  that  on  the  finished  article. 
The  makers  of  sauces  and  chutneys,  and 
butchers  who  make  sausages,  have  to  use 
dried  herbs.      It  is  inconsistent  in  honor- 
able members  to  contend  for  a  duty  of  4d. 
per  lb.  on  a  raw  material  whilst  they  sup- 
port a  dutv  of  20  per  cent,  on  a  finished 
article.      The  Treasurer  has  given  us  no 
reason  for  accepting  the  suggestiwi,  and 
unless  the  hwiorable  member  for  New  Eng»- 
land  has  some  sage  reasons  to  advance  I 
shall  not  support  it. 

Question  put.     The  Cwnmittee  divided. 
Ayes     ...  ...  ...  26 

Noes     ...  ...  ...  17 


Majority 

Bamford,  F.  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapmaa,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
DeaJciQ,  A. 
Kwins^  T.  T. 
Fisher.  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  H. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N 

Copk,  Joseph 
Kairbaim.  G 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn.  P.  McM. 
HedRM.  W.  N. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Livingstone,  J. 

Webster,  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Spfnce,  W.  G. 
Frazer.  C.  E. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page,  J. 
Wynne,  A- 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
O'Matle)'.  King 


AVES. 

M-iuner,  S. 
McOmgall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
l*homsoa,  John 
Tudor.  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Hutchison,  J. 
Storrer,  D. 

Noes. 

McWilliami,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers  : 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  £.  K. 

Pins. 

Johnson,  W.  E. 
Edwards,  R. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Atkinson,  L. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Brown.  Tilley 
I.iddell,  F. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Willis.  Henry 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  made. 
Requested  amendment  in  item  61  (Vege- 
tables, &c.),  adding  new  paragraph  "  b. 
Herbs  dried  not  medicinal,  per  lb.,  4d.,'* 
made. 

Item  67-  Hay  and  Chaff,  per  cwt.,  ts. ;  and 
on  and  after  3tst  October,  1907,  free. 

Request. — Make  the  duty  is. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  {10.10].— I 
wish  the  Government  and  the  Committee 
to  accept  the  Senate's  request  with  a  modi- 


fication. I  intend  to  propose  the  addition 
of  the  words  ' '  not  to  come  into  force  until 
31st  October,  1908."  That  would  be 
practically  six  months  frwn  the  present 
date.  My  reason  for  proposing  this  modi- 
fication of  the  Senate's  request  is  that,  in- 
the  northern  part  of  Victoria  and  the  south- 
western part  of  New  Soi'th  Wales,  stock 
are  dying  in  thousands  >i  consequence  of 
the  exigence  of  a  drougt-,. .  In  soma  dis- 
tricts it  is  impossible  f.  r  stock-owners  ta 
obtain  fodder  for  their  stock  at  any  price^ 
In  other  districts,  I  was  informed  no  later 
than  yesterday,  that  j£8  per  ton  is  being 
paid  for  bad  chaff,  which  is  purchased  by 
stock -owners  to  keep  their  sheep,  dairy 
cattle,  and  working  horses  alive.  Whilst 
I  am  always  prepared  to  protect  native  in- 
dustries, I  believe  I  can  assume  that  people 
in  .more  favoured  districts,  who  have  a  little 
surplus  of  fodder  at  the  present  time,  have 
no  wish  to  take  advantage  of  persons  in 
less  favoured  districts,  who  are  being  ruined 
day  after  day  in  (xmsequence  of  the  lack 
of  fodder  for  their  stock. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  same  principle 
should  apply  to  the  duties  on  oats  and 
maize  and  other  kinds  of  fodder. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  shall  be  prepared  to 
apply  the  same  principle  to  other  kinds  of 
fodder.  1  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  speak  to  the  Treasurer  about  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Senate's  request,  but  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  has  already  announced 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  accept  the  Senate's  request  on  this  item. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — The  Treasurer 
will  have  to  move  a  moticxi  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  Senate's  request  before  the  b^- 
orabl&  member  can  submit  his  {H'oposed 
modification. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  so;  but  1 
wish  now  to  indicate  that  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  propose  the  addition  of  the  words 
"  not  to  come  into  effect  until  31st  October^ 
1908."  By  that  time  I  hope  that  the 
serious  drought  to  which  I  refer  will  have 
come  to  an  end. 

Mr.  Bamford. — There  may  then  be  a 
drought  scMnewhere  else- 
Mr.  CHANTER.— It  is  improbable 
that  there  can  be  a  drought  anywhere  else 
within  the  time  referred  to.  In  the 
coastal  districts  the  grass  is  now  growing. 

Mr.  Bowden. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber's proposal  might  relieve  the  people  in 
wh<Mn  he  is  interested,  but  what  about  the 
people  in  other  districts  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The^factiAat  in 
the  coastal  distr%^''^lct]tfeNS^^A^4M  grass 
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growing  to  keep  cattle  alive  will  be  no  re- 
lief to  stock-owners  in  the  Riverina  and  in 
the  northern  portion  of  Victoria.  It  is 
well  known  that  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  transfer  stock  from  the  Riverina 
to  the  ooastal  districts  because  of  the  short- 
age oi  trucks  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
the  fact  that  those  which  might  be  availed 
of  are  engaged  six  weeks  ahead. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Ievin*.— Why  should  we 
impose  a  duty  on  hay  and  diaff  at  all  if 
it  IS  onlv  operative  at  a  time  of  {vactical 
famine  in  some  parts  of  the  Common- 
wealth ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  might  remind  the 
honorable  member  that  the  duty  acted  as  a 
protective  duty  in  the  interests  of  Aus- 
tralian producers  at  a  time  when  there  was 
no  drought  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — -To  what  occasion 
does  the  honorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  refer  to  a  time 
when  maize  was  imported  to  Sydney  from 
New  Caledonia. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^laize  .  does  not  come 
under  this  item. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  have  already  dealt 
with  that  in  reply  to  the  right  honorable 
member  for  Swan,  and  I  have  said  that  I  am 
prepared  to  take  similar  action  with  respect 
to  the  duties  imposed  on  maize,  oats,  or 
other  kinds  of  fodder  for  stock. 

Mr.  Hedges.— Only  a  month  or  two  ago 
the  honorable  member  voted  against  what 
he  now  proposes. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— No,  the  honorable 
member  is  absolutely  wrong.  I  am  doing 
now  exactly  what  I  did  before  in  trying 
to  convince  the  Committee  of  the  serious 
nature  of  the  drought. 

Mr.  Hedges. — We  intend  to  suppc»t  the 
honorable  member. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  being  so,  I 
shall  not  sav  another  word. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  cook:  (Parramatta) 
[10.18]. — I  suggest  that  the  Treasurer 
might  agree  now  to  report  progress.  I 
look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant items  in  the  Tariff.  The  proposals  made 
in  ronnexion  with  it  will  requiie  careful 
consideration,  and  we  ha\'e  already  done  a 
gfxxl  night's  work. 

Sir  WiLuAM  Lyne.— I  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  wish  to  see  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  modification  sug- 
gested bv  the  honorable  member  for  Riv- 
erina. Perhaps  I  may  be  prepared  to  agre^^ 
10  it  to-morrow. 

Progress  teported. 

House  adjourned  at  io.i9>p.m. 


j^ouse  oC  Hrpresentdttbrs. 

Thursday,  23  April,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30 
p.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

DEATH  OF  THE  RIGHT 
HONORABLE     SIR  HENRY 
CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  (Ballarat— Minister  of 
External  AJFairs)  [2.31]. — This  morning's 
cablegrams  inform  us  of  the  decease  of  the 
distinguished  man  who,  but  a  few  days 
since,  was  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain.  On  his  career,  involved  as  it  was 
with  the  party  politics  of  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, there  is  no  need  to  dwell ;  his  high 
character,  his  genial  disposition,  his 
staunch  sincerity  were  patent  to  all  ob- 
servers. This  Commonwealth  owes  him  a 
distinct  debt,  because,  when  the  Constitu- 
ti<xi  Bill  was  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, we  had  the  advantage  of  his  earnest 
support  at  every  stage  of  the  cwisideration 
of  the  measure.  He,  and  several  of  those 
who  are  now  members  of  the  Ministry 
which  he  so  lately  led,  were  ardent  in 
their  desire  to  further  the  growth  of  self- 
government  in  Australia.  Again,  last  year, 
when  there  was  considerable  doubt  as  to 
the  course  which  should  be  followed,  he 
recognised  the  importance  of  the  gather- 
ing  of  the  representatives  of  the  self- 
governing  Dominions  of  the  Empire, 
by  attoidii^  the  Ccmferenoe  in  person 
and  welccxning  them  in  an  opening 
speech  which  b^athed  the  broadest  states- 
manship. Under  these  circumstances,  I 
trust  the  House  will  forgive  the  fulfilment 
of  what  appears  to  me  an  obIigati<m  to  the 
memory  of  a  great  man. 

Mr.  JOSE  PH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[2-33]- — The  Prime  Minister  did  well  to 
note  the  passing  of  the  late  Prime  Minister 
of  Great  Britain.  The  death  of  a  great 
Britisher  must  always  be  a  matter  of  con- 
cern to  us,  and  the  late  Sir  Henry  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman  was  the  embodiment  of 
the  characteristics  which  make  up  a  fjxaX 
Britisher.  I  cannot  think  of  him  without 
at  the  same  time  thinking  of  another  great 
Englishman  who,  loo,  has  lately  passed 
over  to  the  majority.  I  refer  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Devonshire.  Both  loved 
their  country  intensely,  both  served  it 
faithfully  and  well  for-^nearly,  forty 
years.     We  musbigir^epiboO^lmGthese 
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men  were  bom  to  high  station,  and  pos- 
sessed all  that  goes  to  make  lite  easy 
and  pleasant ;  but,  in  spite  of  these 
advantages  and  temptations,  they  de- 
voted their  best  abilities  to  the  sei^ 
vice  of  their  country,  and  served  the  Em- 
pire with  a  rare  devotion  and  a  high  sense 
of  duty.  There  have  been  many  men,  per- 
haps, more  brilliant  than  the  late  Prime 
Minister ;  but  he  was  a  much  bigger  man 
than  we  were  apt  to  think.  When  one  read 
his  speeches,  one  realized  how  sane,  how 
wise,  and  how  broad  were  his  views,  and 
saw  how  much  grit,  courage,  and  honotii 
he  possessed.  He  must  be  regarded  as 
one  of  those  who  are  very  mudi  greater 
than  is  disclosed  a  superficial  glance. 
Many  men  have  be«t  able  to  appeal  more 
stTOTgly  to  the  imagination  of  their  coun- 
trymen ;  but,  in  our  time,  i*nd  within  our 
knowledge,  no  man  has  so  firmly  implanted 
himself  in  the  hearts  and  affections  ofTiis 
fellows,-  more  particularly  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years.  The  nation  loved  him, 
and  did  so  because  it  came  to  see  that  he 
loved  the  people.  So  long  as  our  Empire 
is  as  fruitful  as  it  has  been  in  the  produc- 
tion of  men  such  as  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman,  we  need  not  doubt 
our  ability  to  maintain  our  pride  of  place 
amcmg  the  natimis  of  the  world. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [2.37].— The 
passing  of  public  men,  especially  of  recent 
days,  seems  to  indicate  that  the  wear  and 
tear  of  public  life  in  modern  times  is 
more  severe  than  it  was  in  the  past.  Any 
one  who  had  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  will 
cheerfully  admit  that  he  was  a  man  of 
broader  view,  p;reater  mind,  and  keener  sus- 
ceptibility to  the  wants  of  his  own  people, 
and  possessed  of  a  wider  knowledge  of  the 
develoiMnent  of  civil  ^vernment  in  foreign 
i»untries,  than  perhaps  any  other  Prime 
Minister  of  recent  date,  except  the  late 
Right  Honorable  W.  E.  Gladstone.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  him,  and  hearing 
him  speak,  and  what  impressed  me  more 
than  anything  else  was  his  broad,  general, 
himian  sympathy,  and  his  desire,  not  only 
that  the  Government  of  his  own  country 
should  be  ,"  broad  based  upon  the 
people's  will,"  but  that  other  countries 
sHould  possess  as  liberal  political  institu- 
tifflis  as  they  were  able  to  conduct  with 
advantage  to  themselves.  The  Prime  Min- 
ister has  mentioned  what  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  did  for  this  Commonwealth. 
May  I  be  pwmitted  to  allude  to  what  he 
did  for  the  sister  colonies  of  the  Transvaal 


and  Orange  River?  I  am  almost  tonpted 
to  name,  too,  a  foreign  country  in  regard 
to  which  he  said  that,  although  its  young 
Parliament  might  be  dead,  another  would 
arise  and  establish  it&elf  on  its  ashes.  A 
great  man  has  passed  j  one  who,  perhaps, 
will,  in  the  future,  appear  greater  than  he 
seems  now.  He  was  one  of  those  states- 
men who  had  the  people's  benefit  at  heart, 
and  his  broad  sympathies  linked  together 
the  members  of  a  party  in  the  great  Go- 
vernment which,  under  the  lead  of  his  suc- 
cessor now  controls  the  destinies  of  the 
Empire. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  understand  that  a  num- 
ber of  copies  of  a  publication  called  Aus- 
tralia To-day  were  procured  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  advertising  purposes.  I  desire 
to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  any  other 
publications  of  an  Australian  character  were 
procured,  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can,  from 
memory,  inform  the  House  what  they  were? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  do  not  remember  any 
other  publication  of  exactly  the  same  class. 
There  was  also  a  handbook  of  Australia, 
which  is  a  statistical  ccHopilation,  giving 
figures  relating  to  the  commerce,  trade, 
producticai,  populaticMi,  and  so  forth,  for 
the  whole  of  Australia.  Beyond  that,  I 
do  not  recollect  any  other  such  publication. 

NAVAL  AGREEMENT. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH-.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has  seen  the 
report  of  an  interview  with  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth  in  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of  a 
day  or  two  ago  in  which  that  statesman 
positively  affirms  that  there  is  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  Imperial  naval  authorities 
to  terminate  the  Naval  Agreement,  and  no 
present  intention  of  doing  so.  Will  the 
Prime  Minister  reconsider  whether  he  can 
lay  (Ml  the  table  of  the  House  the  corres- 
pondence with  the  naval  authorities  contain- 
ing the  discussitti  left  unfinished  in  his 
December  speech? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  reading  the  interview  referred 
to,  but  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  read- 
ing it.  I  have  received,  within  the  last  two 
or  three  days,  a  cabled  reply  saying  that  the 
explicit  informatics  for  which  I  asked,  fur- 
ther defining  the  position  of  the  Admiralty, 
will  be  prepared  and  fcnvarded  veiy 
shortly.     Until   that  informatifxi  arrives 

the  correspond^^j^^ig^^e 
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AUSTRALIAN  INDUSTRIES 
PRESERVATION  ACT. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Some  time  ago 
we  were  told  by  the  Attorney -General  that 
he  had  in  contemplation  action  under  the 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act  in 
regard  to  five  or  six  alleged  Australian 
trusts,  and  for  that  purpose  he  asked 
for  an  amending  Bill.  When  that 
Bill  was  passing,  the  Attorney-General  in- 
timated, that  he  proposed  to  take  speedy 
action  to  bring  some  of  those  trusts  to 
book.  That  is  now  scwne  weeks  ago,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  what  has  been  done 
in  the  meantime. 

.Mr.  GROOM.— I  think  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  alleges  that  I  made 
a  statement  a  little  more  definite  than  that 
I  did  make.  What  I  said  was  that  we  had 
caused  certain  inquiries  to  be  made,  and 
that  I  had  in  my  possession  reports  in  re- 
ference to  a  number  of  trusts,  showing 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  have  larger  powers  than  we 
possessed.  I  might  add  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  doings  of  one  of  the  trusts  are 
at  present  under  consideration,  and  the 
Crown  Solicitor  has  the  matter  in  hand. 
Beyond  that,  it  is  not  wise  for  me  to  make 
any  announcement. 

NORTHERN  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— Having  regard  to  the 
close  relationship  of  the  taking  over  of  the 
Northern  Territory  with  the  policy  of  im- 
migration and  the  policy  of  defence,  al- 
ready foreshadowed  by  the  Government, 
will  the  Prime  Minister  give  the  House  an 
indication  of  when  the  question  of  the 
TerritOTy  and  the  agreement  with  South 
Australia  will  be  dealt  with  bv  the  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  As  soon  as  current 
business  permits. 


FINANCIAL  RELATIONS: 
COMMONWEALTH    AND  STATES. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  desire  to 
ask  the  Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  pos- 
sible for  him  to  carry  out  the  intention  he 
expressed  some  time  ago  of  placing  on  the 
table  the  scheme  for  the  financial  arrange- 
ments between  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
States.  If  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  aright,  he  said  that  the  scheme 
would  be  placed  on  the  table  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Premiers. 


Mr.  W.  H.  IsTiNE.— That  a  statenent 
would  be  made. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— No;  I  under- 
stood that  the  scheme  would  be  placed  on 
the  table.  As  the  Premiers  meet  on  the 
28th  instant,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Prime  Minister  will  be  able  to  fulfil 
his  intention,  <»-,  if  not,  when  he  intends 
to  place  the  sch^ne  before  the  House? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — A  reoent  interruption 
of  the  business  of  the  House  has  required 
the  concentrati(Ki  of  the  attentimi  of  my 
colleague  the  Treasurer  cm  fiscal  matters  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  financial  scheme,  which 
is  already  well  'advanced.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  now  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
we  shall  be  able  to  place  it  on  the 
table  as  early  as  anticipated.  But  the 
scheme  is  at  that  stage  when,  I  think,  I 
may  say  an  outline  of  it  will  be  placed  on 
the  table  very  shortly. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — When  the  scheme 
is  placed  on  the  table,  will  the  House  be 
invited  to  consider  it? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  doubt  whether  there 
will  be  time  for  that,  until  it  has  been 
oxisidered  elsewhere.  The  sdieme  will 
be  extensive,  and  involve  directly  and 
indirectly,  a  number  of  matters;  and  it 
would  probably  be  an  advantage  to  the 
House,  and  save  time,  if,  when  we  pro- 
ceed to  ccMisider  it,  we  have  before  us  the 
criticism  of  the  State  Ministries.  I  have 
in  view  the  fact  that  we  are  pressed  for 
time ;  It  might  be  otherwise  if  time  were 
unlimited. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  will  not  be 

much  advantage  in  placing  the  scheme  on 
the  table,  if  we  are  not  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Treasurer  why  there  has  been  delay  in 
printing  the  paper  dealing  with  the  rela- 
ticMis  referred  to  which  has  been  sulxnitted 
to  him  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Darwin  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  .  LYNE.— That  paper 
will  be  circulated  to-morrow  morning. 

POSTAL  RATES  BILL. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  any  serious  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Postal  Rates  Bill  this 

session  ? 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— When  the 


state  of  public  business 

Digitizei 
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REPRESENTATION  OF  VICTORIA. 
Census  Statistics. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  aslted  the 
Minister  representing  the  Minister  of  H<»ne 
Aflairs,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  it  a  fact,  as  stated  in  the  Age  newspaper, 
that  the  Commonwealth  Statistician  admits  that}, 
under  the  method  of  computation,  the  popula- 
tion of  Victoria  has  been  under-estimated? 

3.  If  so,  and  correction  were  made,  would  it 
have  disturbed  the  number  of  members  allotted 
to  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  respectively 
at  the  last  election? 

3.  -What  is  the  relative  increase  of  population, 
after  any  necessary  correction,  in  each  of  the 
two  States  named,  since  the  last  allotment,  and 
what  number  of  members  would  the  latest  figures 
give  for  each  State? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  answers  to 
the  hcxiorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  The  Common-vcalth  .  Statistician  is  of 
opinion  that  the  allowance  of  9  per  cent,  for 
A^ctorian  unrecorded  departures  by  sea  decided 
upon  at  the  Statistical  Conference  of  1903  is 
somewhat  too  high  for  the  year  1907,  and  that 
if  such  an  allowance  were  made,  the  increase 
in  the  population  of  the  State  for  that  year 
would  have  been  under-estimated  to  the  extent  of 
3,587.  Similarly  the  increase  in  the  population 
of  New  South  Wales  would  have  beeU'  under- 
estimated to  the  extent  of  1,973. 

3.  No. 

3.  The  figures  on  which  the  last  allotment  of 
representation  was  based  were  those  for  30th 
September,  1905.  Between  that  date  and  3i8t 
December,  1907,  the  population  of  Victoria,  ac- 
cording to  the  figures  of  the  Commonwealth 
Statistician,  increased  by  33.995.  while  that  of 
New  South  Wales  increased  by  85>573-  Accord- 
ing to  the  Victorian  Government  Statist  the  in- 
crease in  the  population  of  Victoria  during  the 
period  referred  to  was  44,040.  Under  either  set 
of  figures  the  representation  of  the  States  would 
be  as  at  present. 

SUGAR  EXCISE. 
Mr.  MAHON  asked  the  Treasurer,  uton 
notice — 

I.  Referring  to  his  reply  to  questions  on  15th 
inst.,  in  which  he  stated  that  "no  drawback  of 
duty  has  been  claimed  on  Excise  sugar,"  will 
he  be  good  enough  to  explain  why  the  Comp- 
troller-General of  Customs,  in  October,  1907, 
made  the  following  statement : — 

"When  imported  sugar  is  used,  a  drawback 
of  the  import  duty  is  allowed  upon  the 
exportation    of    Australian    jam.   .  . 
When  Excise  sugar  is  used,  a  drawback 
is  allowed  up  to  30s.  per  ton  of  the 
weight  of  the  iam." 
Will  he  also  explain  why  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment found  it  necessary  on  the   12th  March, 
1908,  to  issue  a  regulation  under  the  Excise  Act 
1901,  of  which  the  following  are  the  material 
portions : — 

50.  Drawback  of  the  full  amount  of  the 
Excise  duty  paid  may  be  allowed  upon 
the  exportation  of  tiu  following  ezcii- 


able  goods,  namely  : — Spirits,  Tobacco, 
Cigars,  Cigarettes,  Snuff,  Beer,  Sugar, 
Starch. 

Provided  that  as  to  su^ar  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  following  articles  draw- 
back may  be  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  the  articles,  but  so  ihat  no  allowance 
shall  be  made  for  sugar  contents  in  ex- 
cess of  the  following  proportions  to  the 
total  weight  of  the  articles  :— 
Confectionery,  Comfits,  Snc- 
cades,    Sweetmeats,  and 
Sugar  Candy    ...         ...  frds. 

Jams  and  Jellies  ...         ...  i 

Jellies,  table,  in  packet    ...  )ths. 
Fruits,    Canned    aod  pre- 
served ...         ...  5-36th8? 

2.  If  "no  drawback  of  Excise  duty  has  been 
claimed,"  or  was  in  contemplation  of  being 
claimed,  why  was  this  regulation  issued  making 
provision  for  the  payment  of  such  drawbacks  of 
duty? 

3-  If  drawback  is  paid  on  Excise  sugar  sent 
abroad  for  consumption  will  not  the  results  frf 
such  payment  b&— 

(a)  That  the  Treasury  will  have  paid  away 
in  bounty  and  in  drawback  ^3  per  ton 
more  than  it  has  received  from  Excise; 
and 

{b)  That  the  Australian  people  will  have 
been  taxed  in  order  to  provide  cheap 
beer,  jams,  jellies,  &c.,  for  foreigners, 
though  themselves  paying  the  full 
Australian  market  price  for  these  com- 
modities ? 

4.  Does  he  not  think  that  the  reason  why  "  no 
drawback  of  duty  has  been  claimed  on  Excise 
sugar"  is  that  it  pays  the  exporters  of  jams, 
&c.,  better  to  receive  a  drawback  of  the  import 
duty  (/6  per  ton)  than  of  the  Excise  duty  (£j^ 
per  ton)? 

5.  Is  he  in  a  position  to  sav  definitely  that  no 
Excise  sugar  was  contained  in  commodities  ex- 
ported for  foreign  consumption,  and  that  draw- 
back at  the  rate  of  £6  per  ton  has  not  been 
improoerly  paid  in  some  instances? 

6.  In  the  case  of  Excise  sugar  which  has  ob- 
tained the  drawback  allowed  on  export  to  foreign 
sugar,  has  not  the  Treasury  paid  out  ^^S  per  ton 
more  than  it  received? 

7.  What  meatas  does  the  Customs  Department 
possess  for  determining  whether  commodities  for 
export  contain  Excise  sugar  or  imported  sugar? 

8.  Referring  to  his  reply  that  the  Constitution 
Act  orovides  "  authority  for  the  payment  of 
bounty  " — 

(a)  Does  he  contend  that  the  Constitution 
entitles  him  to  pay,  on  his  own  motion 
and  without  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  bounty  on  exported  sugar? 

(£)  Can  he  mention  any  other  product  ex- 
cept sugar  which  obtains  a  botmty  on 
export  without  the  authority  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament ;  and 

U)  If  he  considered  that  local  sugar,  when 
exported,  was  entitled  to  be  assisted 
by  bounty,  why  did  he  not  include 
that  commoditv  in  the  measure  re- 
cently before  this  Hpuse  which  appro- 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  answers 
tc  the  honorable  membar's  questicms  are  a& 
follow— 

1.  The  reference  to  Excite  sugar  was  intended 
merely  to  show  what  drawback  is  payable  under 
the  Excise  regulations.  The  amending  regula- 
tion of  i2th  March,  190S,  was  issued  chiefly 
to  make  the  form  identical  with  the  correspond- 
ing regulation  uader  the  Customs  Act  by  stating 
sugar  contents  as  proportion  of  the  total  weight 
of  articles,  and  thus  applicable,  independently 
of  the  rates  of  duty. 

2.  As  implied  in  reply  to  (t)  the  regulation  is 
not  new,  but  was  amended  as  to  form.  Simi- 
lar regulations  have  been  in  force  since  January, 
1903. 

3.  The  oTiject  of  the  bounty  is — in  accordance 
with  the  Commonwealth  policy — to  secure  to  the 
grower  of  the  sugar  cane  (not  the  manufacturer 
of  sugar)  a  certain  definite  advantage  if  white 
labour  is  employed.  This  object  is  apart  from 
any  consideration  of  profit  or  loss  by  the  im- 
poMtion  of  an  Excise  duty  or  any  question  of 
the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  sugar  made  from 
cane  upon  which  bounty  has  been  paid.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  sugar  used  in  exported  manu- 
factures is  imported  sugar  on  which  import  duty 
baa  been  paid,*  and  of  which  drawback  is  given. 

4.  Yes. 

5.  Id  view  of  the  precautions  taken  there  is 
no  reason  to  suspect  that  any  improper  payments 
have  been  made. 

6.  See  answer  to  No.  5. 

7.  Information  is  obtained  both  from  the  ven- 
dors of  the  sugar,  and  from  the  manufacturers 
of  the  articles  exported,  and  such  information  is 
verified  by  statutory  declaration. 

8.  Under  the  Acts  of  1903  and  1905,  bounty 
is  payable  on  the  production  by  white  labour 
of  sugar  cane  delivered  at  a  factory,  and  such 
payment  does  not  depend  in  any  way  on  the 
ultimate  manufacture  of  the  c^ne  into  suj^ar  or 
the  actual  quantity  of  the  latter  produced,  and 
has  no  connexion  with  the  ultimate  use  or  desti- 
nation of  the  sugar  made  from  the  cane. 

BRIM  PAEN— HORSHAM 
TELEPHONE  LINE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Postmas- 
ter-General, upon  notice — 

1.  ■yvhcther  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  Her-, 
skam  Timet,  that  an  oflficer  of  the  Postal  De- 
partment has,  by  submitting  an  adverse  report, 
hindered  indefinitely  the  completion  of  the 
Brimpaen- Horsham  telephone  line,  which  line  is 
3^  miles  in  length,  and  is  being  erected  by  the 
farmers  at  a  cost  of  about  j^3,so? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that  5  out  of  39  poles  erected 
within  the  Horsham  borough  boundary,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  insulators  supplied  by  the 
farmers,  have  been  condemned  by  the  officer  in 
question  7 

3.  Is  it  also  true  that  the  Department  has  re- 
fused to  allow  the  Brimpaen- Horsham  farmers 
to  connect  their  telephone  line  with  the  De- 
partment's poles  in  Firebrace-street  until  such 
poles  are  replaced  with  new  ones? 

4.  When  does  the  Department  intend  to  erect 
the  new  poles  in  Firebrace-street? 


.  5-  If  the  Minister  is  anxious  to  give  telephonic 
facilities  to  the  farmers,  will  he  ^ow  his  disap- 
proval of  the  official  red-tape  obstruction  to.  the 
Brimpaen-Hor^iam  telephone  line  by  authoris- 
ing his  Department  to  co&sent  to  the  completion 
of  the  said  line  at  once? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low : — 

1.  It  is  not  true  that  the  Liike  Inspector  has 
indefinitely  postponed  the  completion  of  tbi* 
line.  The  Inspector  has  not  so  far  taken  any 
objection  to  any  portion  of  the  tine  outside  the 
borough  of  Hor'sbaoi. 

2.  Several  poles  erected  by  the  Tclepboae 
Syndicate  within  the  town  boundary  are  un- 
suitable, i.e.,  they  are  very  crooked,  covered 
with  large  knots  where  the  limbs  have  been  cut 
off,  and  ugly  in  appearance.  Such  poles  would 
not  be  erected  by  the  Department.  If  the 
Borough  Council  agree  to  the  erection  of  soch 
poles,  and  make  no  further  claim  on  the  De- 
partment with  regard  to  them,  the  Department 
IS  prepared  to  waive  its  objection. 

The  insulators  supplied  by  the  farmers  are  of 
a  class  which  has  been  condemned  by  the  De- 
partment as  far  back  as  iqoi.  Where  the 
private  wire  is  on  Departmental  poles  proper 
msulalors  and  fittings  should  be  lued. 

3.  The  Telephone  Syndicate  proposed  to  erect 
their  wire  on  Departmental  poles  in  Firebrace- 
street,  which  would  only  allow  of  the  wire  be- 
ing at  a  height  of  11  ft.  6  in.  over  street  cross- 
ings. This  cannot  be  allowed.  By  fixing 
extenders'  to  poles,  the  necessary  height  of  the 
wire  would  be  attained. 

4.  The  poles  in  Firebrace-street  do  not  at 
present  require  renewal.  The  necessary  altera- 
tions will  be  Made  with  the  development  of 
telephone  service  in  Horsham. 

5.  See  previous  replies.  I  will  not  allow 
any  unnecessary  obstruction,  and  will  cause 
further  inquiries  to  be  made  at  once. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

/»  Committee  (Consideration  of  Senate's 
requests  resumed  from  22nd  April,  vide 
page  10522): 

Item  67.  Hay  and  Chaff,  per  cwt.,  ts. ;  and  on 
and  after  31st  October,  1907,  free. 
Request. — Make  the  duty  is. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.50]. — The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  announced  last  night  his  inten- 
tion to  move  that  the  duty  should  not  take 
effect  until  after  six  months'  time.  I  have 
thought  the  matter  over,  and  see  no  great 
harm  in  accepting  that  proposal.  I  asked 
the  officers  this  morning  to  prepare  a 
motion,  and  they  have  suj^sted  the  fol- 
lowing words : — "  On  and  after  ist  No- 
%-emher,  1908,  per  cwt.,  is."  If  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  desires  to  move 
that  I  am  quite  a®;^^g^g^qggfe  ■ 
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Mr.  AscHKR. — If  that  is  carried,  can 
the  Government,  at  any  time,  suspend  the 
duty  in  case  of  necessity,  or  will  it  have 
to  be  done  by  resolution  of  the  House? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Parliament  can 
authorize  the  Government  to  do  anything. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.- — Will  the  Treasurer 
explain  the  effect  of  the  proposal? 

Sir  .WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  to  bring 
the  duty  into  operation  in  dx  months' 
time. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Not  until  the  Riverina  is 
free  from  drought. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  more— 
That  the  requested  ameDdment  be  made. 

Amendment  (by  Mr,  Chanter)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  modification  "  but  that  the  words 
'on  and  after  ist  November,  1908,*  be  added" 
be  added. 

Mr.  Sinclair. — Is  not  that  amendment 
in  contradiction  of  the  motion  agreed  to 
yesterday,  to  the  effect  that  these  duties 
are  to  come  into  operation  on  the  day  after 
they  are  agreed  to  by  this  CcHnmittee  ? 

Mr.  Chanter.^ — On  the  point  of  order, 
it  has  always  been,  and  I  am  sure  will  be, 
held  that  it  is  quite  competent  for  this 
House  to  accept  a  request  of  the  Senate 
with  modifications. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  amendment  is 
in  order.  Although  the  Committee  carried 
a  certain  resolution  yesterday  it  is  quite 
within  the  rights  of  the  Committee  to 
specialize  any  particular  item  and  deal 
with  it  as  they  desire. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [2.55].- 
When  this  item  was  before  us  previously  I 
took  up  exactly  the  same  position  as  I  am 
taking  up  now.  The  Committee  then  re- 
solved to  make  these  articles  free  of  duty. 
The  Senate  has  requested  us  to  impose  a 
duty  of  IS.  per  cwt.,  or  20s.  per  ton.  Of 
course,  as  a  protectionist,  I  should  be  found 
voting  at  all  times  for  {protective  duties. 
But  there  are  circumstances  which  alter 
cases,  and  those  circnmstances  have  arisen 
now.  They  existed  when  I  spoke  before, 
and  I  am  sorry. to  sav  have  not  yet  passed 
away. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  will  always  be 
present  scMnewhere. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  hope  not. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Where  are  they  present 
now  ?    In  the  Riverina  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER. — They  are  present  in 
the  whole  of  southern  and  south-west 
Riverina,  and  of  the  northern  portions  of 
Victoria,  in  the  severest  possible  form.  Pre- 


viously there  was  a  possibility  of  getting 
fodder  from  Victoria,  which  then  had  an 
abundance,  that  could  be  landed  in  those 
remote  parts  at  a  reasonable  price,  but  now 
Vidx>ria  is  not  able  to  supply  it.  There 
is  no  other  State,  not  even  South  Australia, 
in  a  positicm  to  export  it. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Where  will  the  people 
of  Riverina  import  it  from,  even  if  it  is 
made  free  of  duty  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  can  be  imported 
from  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Not  this  year.  It  is  as 
dear  there  as'  it  is  here. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— If  that  is  so,  what 
harm  can  there  be  in  acceptmg  my  amend- 
ment? 

Mr,  Sampson.— What  about  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  principle? 

Mr.  CHANTER.^I  have  already  dealt 
with  that.  Does  the  honorable  member  say 
that  I  should  be  a  slave  to  principle  ? 

Mr.THOMAS. — No  one  accuses  the  hon- 
orable member  of  being  that. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  know  what 
has  caused  all  the  hilarity-  The  honor- 
able member  who  interjects  has  not  stuck 
as  close  to  principle  as  I  have  during  my 
political  career.  Even  my  opponents  will 
admit  that  I  have  been  consistent.  Some 
honorable  members  said  there  was  plenty 
of  grass  in  oth«  States,  but  they  know  that 
that  grass  cannot  be  imported  to  Riverina. 
What  is  wanted  is  fodder  in  the  shape 
of  hay  or  some  such  commodity  to  keep 
stock  ■  alive.  The  drought  period  has, 
unfortunately,  been  protracted.  My  reascxi 
for  asking  for  a  suspension  of  the  duty  for 
six  mcxiths  is  that  I  hope,  and  believe,  that 
before  that  period  expires  the  unfortunate 
settlers,  large  and  small,  in  the  parts  I 
have  mentioned  will  have  grass  with  which 
to  feed  their  stock,  and  will  no  longer  be 
ccMupelled  to  buy  fodder  at  present  rates. 
Will  hcmorable  members  say  that  circum- 
stances do  not  alter  the  case,  and  also  the 
application  of  principle,  when,  wdinarily, 
good  fodder  can  be  bought  for  £2  los.  and 
a  ton,  whereas  now  those  unfortunate 
land-owners  are  compelled  to  pay  £S  a  ton 
for  what  is  real  rubbish?  It  amounts  to 
positive  cruelty. 

Mr.  Archer. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  will  support  the  suspension  of  the 
duty  when  there  are  droughts  in  other  parts 
of  Australia? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Of  course  I  will. 
Have  I  ever  refused  to  do  so?  On  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  when  a  ^p^psioi^f  duty 
was  asked  for,Di^t^^m^y,9SJ*-brought 
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about  without  the  consent  of  all  the  other 
States.  But  in  this  case  it  is  simply  a 
question  of  our  determining  when  a  pro- 
posed duiv  should  come  into  force.  I  am 
not  speaking  witliout  knowledge  in  this 
matter,  nor  am  I  pleading  only  for  my  own 
constituents.  I  speak  on  behalf  of  a  very 
large  area  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of 
people  who,  while  they,  perhaps,  have  a 
little  fodder  to  sell,  are  not  so  in- 
human as  to  desire  the  present  oppres- 
»vely  high  prices  to  continue. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  the  drought 
should  continue  beyond  the  period  which 
the  honorable  member,  has  named  in  his 
amendment,  will  he  be  in  favour  of  a  fur- 
ther suspension  of  the  duty  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  anr.  sorry  to  say 
that  if  the  drought  should  continue  beyond 
that  period  there  can  be  no  relief  to  the 
unfortunate  stock-ownets,  because  there  will 
be  no  stock  to  feed  then. 

Mr.  Kelly. — What  about  the  next 
drought  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.—"  Sufficient  unto  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof,"  and  the  evil  of 
which  I  am  complaining  is  more  than  suffi- 
cient. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  honorable  member's  parish 
pump  thereof. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  do  not  know  why 

the  honorable  gentleman  should  make  that 
remark ;  I  do  not  think  that  he  has  any 
cause  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — What  else  could  I 
say  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  speaking,  I  re- 
peat, on  behalf  of  dozens  of  electorates  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  and  with 
the  knowledge  that  even  if  fodder  could  be 
obtained  in  New  South  Wales,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  a  truck,  even  though 
ordered  six  weeks  ahead,  to  convey  stock  or 
fodder.  In  the  meantime,  the  prosperity  of 
the  Cwnmcmwealth  is  being  imperilled,  be- 
cause the  loss  of  stock  affects  not  merely 
individuals,  but  is  national  in  its  character. 

Mr.  Watson.— I  do  not  know  that  if  the 
dutv  were  suspended,  it  would  cheapen  the 
price  of  fodder. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  believe  that  it 
would.  On  a  previous  occasicm,  what  hap- 
pened ? 

Mr.  BowDEN, — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  a  suspensitw  of  the  duty  for 
six  months  would  be  sufficient,  but  now  he 
is  pleading  fcff  a  further  suspension  of  six 
months. 


Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  in  a  fortunate  position  at  the  present 
moment.  Had  I  submitted  this  proposal 
two  or  three  months  ago,  he  would  have 
been  found  standing  by  my  side,  and  sup- 
porting me. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  am  with  the  hcsiorable 
member  altogether. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— But  because  Provi- 
dence has  sent  rain  to  the  district  which  he 
jepresoits,  and  grass  has  grown  there  to 
feed  the  stock,  he  is  utterly  careless  about 
other  stock. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  want  the  duty  taken 
off.  I  only  wi.shed  to  point  out  that  on  a 
previous  occasion  the  honorable  member 
made  a  mistake. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— There  is  no  parish 
pump  business  about  me  at  any  time.  From 
the  very  beginning,  I  have  taken  up  exactly 
the  same  position  in  regard  to  this  duty. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — ^Why  not  go  a  little 
farther,  and  malce  the  iton  free  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man would  like  me  to  go  still  farther,  and 
make  everything  free,  thereby  destroying  the 
whole  of  the  industries  of  the  Commwi- 
wealth.  But  I  am  iK)t  prepared  to  follow 
him  that  far.  I  am  willing  to  go  partily  in 
the  direction  in  which  he  wishes  to  go,  but 
not  for  all  time.  I  ask  him  to  assist  me  in 
obtaining  a  suspensiwi  of  the  duty  for  six 
months. 

Mr.  Thomas. — If  a  nix  months'  suspen- 
sion is  a  good  thin^  surely  a  twelve  months' 
suspension  would  be  better? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  begging  the 
question,  and  opening  up  the  whole  fiscal 
controversy. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  ntember 
was  wrong  before,  and  the  chance  is  that 
he  is  wrong  now. 

Mr.  CHANTER. — In  my  opinion,  I  was 
not  wrmig  then,  nor  am  I  now.  I  am  only 
departing  from  a  principle  in  consequence 
of  a  very  grave  necessity  which  has  arisen. 
I  appeal  to  the  Committee  to  accept  the 
Senate's  request  with  the  modification  I 
have  proposed. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [3.5].— The 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  repudiates 
the  suggestion  that  he  is  a  parochialist. 
The  plea  that  he  puts  forward  is  that  cer- 
tain parts  of  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria, particularly  the  electorate  which  he 
represents  in  the  former  State,  aiesuffo-ing 
from  a  drought,  and  the  stock-owners  need 
cheap  fodder,  but  he  hopes  that  in  the 


Custom 


[23  April,  1908.] 


Tariff  Bm. 


10629 


there  may  be  a  drought  in  some  other  part 
of  New  South  Wales,  or  other  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  when  there  is  no  drought 
in  Riverijia.  He  was  correct  in  stating  that 
three  or  four  months  ago  there  was  a  very 
severe  drought  in  the  district  I  represent. 
Six  months  ago,  I  supported,  if  I  did  not 
move  a  proposal,  that  fodder  should  be 
made  free.  I  hold  exactly  the  same  view 
to-day,  for  reasons  which  I  do  not  wish  to 
repeat.  This  duty  can  only  be  operative 
when  there  is  a  drought  S(xnewhere,  and 
then  persons  in  other  parts  of  the  CMnmcm- 
wealth  are  able  to  suck  a  little  more  blood 
out  of  their  poorer  neighbours  when  tt  can 
be  least  spared.  In  October  last,  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina  pleaded  for  a 
suspension  of  the  duty  for  six  months.  He 
told  us  then  that  he  did  not  want  a 
suspension  of  the  duty  for  twelve  months, 
because  he  felt  quite  sure  that  the  sh(»ter 
suspension  would  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  said  that  I  hoped  it 
would  be. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— What  I  tried  to  point 
out  to  the  honorable  member  just  now,  by 
way  of  interjection,  was  that  he  was  wrong 
when  he  first  asked  for  a  suspension. 
On  a  former  occauon,  he  should  have  asked 
for  a  suspension  of  the  duty  for  twelve 
mtxiths,  not  for  six  mcmths.  Whether  he 
is  right  or  wrcmg  in  his  estimate  of  the  out- 
look in  his  OHistituency,  I  pcnnt  out  that 
this  duty  can  only  operate  -at  a  time  when 
it  must  press  hardly  upcm  stock-owners 
suffering  frcHS  drought.  That  very  fact 
alone  should  impel  us  to  remove  the  duty. 
I  intend  again  to  vote  for  its  aboliti(Mi. 
Although  a  large  portion  of  the  electorate 
I  represent  must  profit  by  the  good  crops 
which  the  rain  has  brought  them,  still  in  the 
time  of  their  prosperity  the  farmers  there 
should  think  of  the  hardship  which  is 
being  experienced  in  other  parts  of  the 
C(xnmonwealth. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.8].  — 
When  the  Government  proposed  the  impo- 
sition of  this  duty,  there  was  a  drought 
prevailing  over  part  of  New  South  Wales, 
parts  of  Queensland,  and,  I  think,  the 
northern  parts  of  Victoria,  and  in  a 
moment  of  panic — prompted  by  the  fear 
that  the  drought  might  last  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  that  the  pricK  of  fodder 
would  becOTie  prohibitive — a  majority  of 
hcmorable  members  who  previously  had 
spc&en  in  favour  of  a  duty  on  fodder,  de- 
cided to  remit  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  every 
ai^ument  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  advanced  in  favour  of  postpcming 


the  operation  of  the  duty  for  six  mcwiths 
applies  with  equal  force  against  its  im- 
position at  all.  He  complains  that  the  price 
of  fodder  is  high.  That  means  that  there 
is  a  shortage- 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  means  that  there  is 
a  ring  controlling  the  price. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  point  is  not 
touched  by  the  h(»x>rable  member's  pro- 
posal. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— There  is  always  a 
drought  in  some  part  of  a  country  which  is 
as  big  as  Europe. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Yes,  there  will 
always  be  a  drought  somewhere  in  Austra- 
lia, and,  of  course,  this  duty  can  only  be 
operative  when  the  price  of  fodder  is  higli 
locally,  that  is,  when  there  is  a  shortage. 
In  other  words,  the  duty  can  be  operative 
only  when  a  drought  obtains  in  scmie  por- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth.  To  suspend 
the  duty  because  there  is  a  drought  in 
Riverina  would  be  ridiculous,  seeing  that 
next  year  there  may  be  a  drought  in  Tas- 
mania- 
Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — Oh,  no. 
Mr.  BATCHELOR.~It  may  not  be 
quite  upon  the  cards,  but  there  is  always 
the  possibility  of  a  drought,  even  in  Tas- 
mania. The  honorable  member  for  River- 
ina has  declared  that  fodder  is  not  obtain- 
able at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Chanter.— Where  it  is  most  ur- 
gently required. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— As  a  matter  ot 
fact,  in  South  Australia  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  fodder  available  for  export. 

Mr.  Chanter.— At  what  price? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— At  the  market 
price.  In  South  Australia,  the  export  price 
of  hav  ranges  from  ^3  155.  to  £4.  per 
ton,  and  that  of  chaff  is  about  £5  per 
ton.  These  prices  have  not  varied  since 
the  last  harvest.  It  is  absurd  for  us  to 
attempt  to  legislate  to  meet  local  conditions 
in  any  particular  portion  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Next  year  a  drought  may  afflict 
South  Australia,  and,  in  that  case, 
fodder  would  probably  have  to  be  imported 
from  Victoria  or  from  the  Riverina.  The 
Riverina  farmers  would  then  obtain  an  ad- 
vantage which  other  farmers  are  enjoying 
to-day.  To  my  mind,  it  is  perfectly  fair  to 
levy  a  duty  upon  fodder,  and  it  would  be 
absurd  to  remit  it  upon  the  only  occasion  ■ 
wh«i  it  can  possibly  be  operative.  If  we 
are  going  to  adopt  a  policy  of  protection, 
^^"'y  °"l^lze^bvlt3'm)gfe>'^in'ary 
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Mr.  Watkins. — Who  cnnpetes  wiUi 
them? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— California,  the 
Argentine,  and  sometimes  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^Those  countries  have 
competed  with  us,  but  not  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  honorable 
men^ier's  remark  is  applicable  to  this  year, 
because,  at  the  present  time,  fodder  com* 
mands  a  fairly  good  price  everywhere. 
There  has  been  an  almost  universal  short- 
age, which  has  had  the  effect  of  maintain^ 
ing  prices.  If  we  are  going  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  protection,  is  there  any  reas<»i 
why  we  should  depart  from  the  principle 
underlying  it?  The  farmer  may  have  to 
pay  a  high  price  for  fodder  at  the  present 
time,  but '  we  know  that  occasionally  the 
manufacturer  has  to  pay  a  high  price  for 
the.  commodities  that  he  uses.  I  repeat 
that  if  we  intend  to  adopt  a  protective 
policy,  it  ought  to  apply  all  round.  The 
proposal  of  the  honor^le  member  is  so 
manifestly  illogical  that  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  discuss  it  at  any  further 
length. 

Sir  JOHN'  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.i5]-— 
I  see  no  reason  why  this  duty  should  not 
be  levied  upon  hay  and  chaff  in  the  same 
way  that  duties  are  levied  upon  all  other 
like  products.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  very 
Httle  hay  and  chaif  has  been  imported  into 
the  Commonwealth  since  1902,  when  only 
;^io,ooo  worth  was  imported.  In  2903, 
the  value  of  the  hay  and  chaff  imported 
was,  approximately,  ^£3,400;  in  1904,  it 
was  ;£i68;  in  1905,  £13^;  in  1906, 
;  in  1907,  ;^ioo;  and  in  January  of 
the  present  year,  the  quantity  imported  was 
only  about  15  cwt. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — But  there  was  no 
duty  charged  upCMi  it. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  is  so. 
Still,  I  think  that  we  ought  to  be  consistent, 
and  that  we  should  impose  a  duty  upon 
hay  and  chaff,  just  the  same  as  we  im- 
pose a  duty  upon  similar  products  which 
are  imported  in  large  quantities.  For  in- 
stance, barley  has  been  imported  in  large 
quantities  each  year,  though  in  a  lesser 
qijantity  siiK»  1903  than  was  pre\'iously  the 
case. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS.— What  will  be  the 
effect  of  a  duty  if  we  do  not  impwt  hay 
and  chaff? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— As  I  have 
already  said,  practically  no  hay  or  chaff 
is  imported  at  present,  but  I  do  not  see 


why  we  should  admit  free  of  duty  tbote 
commodities,  seeing  that  bran,  poUard, 
flour,  oats,  maize,  and  other  similar  artides 
are  dutiable.  In  1903  nearly  ^£2,000,000 
worth  of  wheat  were  knpwted,  upon  which 
duty  was  diarged.  I  intend  to  rote  for  the 
proposed  duty,  because  I  fail  to  see  why  we 
shcHild  treat  hay  and  chaff  differently  fiom 
other  similar  pvoducts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[3- 17]- — Taking  up  the  parable  where  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan  has  left 
it,  I  would  remind  him  that  in  1903  aboct 
;^50o,ooo  was  paid  in  duty  upon  maize 
and  other  cereals  which  were  imported  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  starving  stock. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  amount  was  paid 
upon  fodder  generally. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK— When  the  right 
honorable  member  declares  that  j^s,ooo 
was  paid  in  duty  upon  hay  and  chaff  in 
19^33,  his  statement  is  somewhat  mislead- 
ing, unless  this  fact  is  taken  into  considera- 

tiCHl. 

'  Mr.  Sampson. — ^There  was  a  lot  of  seed 
wheat  imported  in  that  year  as  well.  The 

millers  had  to  import  wheat. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  perfectly 
safe  to  say  that  during  that  year  ;^soo,ooo 
was  paid  in  duty  upon  fodder  with  which 
to  feed  starving  stock.  As  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  has  pcunted  out,  there 
is  scarcely  a  period  when  some  portion  of 
this  (»ntinent  is  not  afflicted  with  drought. 
I  was  very  much  amused  to  hear  the 
dialogue  which  took  place  this  afternoon 
between  the  honorable  member  for  the 
Riverina  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  upon  the  subject  of  fiscal  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  Chanter.  —  I  am  pleased  that  it 
caused  the  honorable  member  to  be  merry. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  very  glad 
that  the  honorable  member  furnished  us 
with  cause  for  a  little  merriment.  He  does 
not  appear  to  be  verv  merry  himself  ovet 
the  consideration  of  this  matter.  I  should 
like,  therefore,  to  at  once  relieve  his  feel- 
ings bv  telling  him  that  I  propose  to  vote 
with  him.  I  shall  vote  with  him  to  obtain 
a  six  months*  suspension  of  the  duty  if  I 
cannot  get  more,  and  I  rfiall  support  its 
perpetual  suspension  if  T  can  secure  it. 
The  honorable  member  for  Riverina  has 
furnished  the  best  of  all  reasons  why  we 
should  not  impose  these  protective  duties  on 
fodder.  He  has  told  us  that  he  wants  a 
suspension  of  tbeD^uties>yfnjiBl^;^l^  that 
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when  six  months  have  elapsed,  there  will 
be  food  for  man  and  beast  in  his  elec- 
torate, and  the  adjoining  districts. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Does  not  die  btmorable 
member  share  in  that  hope? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do.  moit 
earnestly  and  heartily.  But  by  the  time  the 
honorable  member's  electorate  is  in  a  posi- 
tion of  plenty,  there  may  be  a  drought  in 
some  other  portion  of  the  continent.  His 
position  is  that  as  kmg  as  Kiverina  obtains 
a  suspension  of  these  duties,  it  does  not 
matter  a  button  about  Queoisland  and 
other  parts  of  New  South  Wales,  which 
may  be  unffwtunately  dn^unstaixxd  at  any 
future  time. 

Mr.  Chanter. — That  is  not  fair.  No- 
thing that  I  said  warrants  that  inference. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  see 
how  I  can  draw  any  other  inference.  The 
honorable  member  proposes  that  these  duties 
^all  be  operative  at  the  end  of  six  months. 
But  while  in  that  time  the  boncirable  mem- 
ber's electorate  may  be  in  a  favwable  con- 
dition, sCMne  other  district  may  be  suffering. 
If  he  claims  exemption  for  his  struggling 
farmers  during  a  time  of  what  he  tenns 
nati<xia]  calamity,  whv  should  he  not  con- 
sider the  calamities  of  other  people  who, 
at  some  other  time,  may  be  circumstanced 
as  his  constituents  are  now  ? 

Ml.  Chanter. — When  such  circumstances 
arise,  the  honorable  member  will  find  me 
supporting  similar  action. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  duties 
will  be  on  then,  and  there  will  be  no  oppca- 
tunity  of  considering  them.  Some  years 
ago,  when  the  Opposition  tried  to  secure  a 
suspen&icm  of  fodder  duties,  the  hcmorable 
member  was  one  of  the  most  determined 
opponents  of  anything  of  the  kind  b^g 
done. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  hcxiorable  member 
is  absolutely  wrong,  as  the  records  show. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  apologize  if 
I  am  wrong,  but  I  know  that  honorable 
members  opposite  generally  were  very  fierce 
in  their  denunciation  of  any  such  prorosal. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  pleaded  at  that  time 
on  the  same  side  as  I  am  pleading  to-day. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— For  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  duties  ? 

Mr.  Chanter. — Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  am  pleased  to 
hear  it  But  I  recollect  the  fierce  en- 
counters that  I  had  with  the  then  member 
for  Mmra,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  he  was  such 
a  bosom  companion  in  fiscal  matters  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  that  I  ccxi- 


cluded  that  both  must  have  been  on  the 
same  side.  But  the  pr(^>osal  of  the  honor- 
able member  to-day  is  of  the  parochial  or 
papsh  pump  ocda.  I  cannot  subscribe  to 
it  CHI  that  account.  There  is  no  federalism 
in  it.  There  is  nothing  but  consideration 
ior  the  hwiorable  member's  own  immediate 
neighbourhood,  and  an  abM>lute  callousness 
concerning  other  portions  of  the  continent 
which  may  be  equally  afflicted  when  at  the 
end  of  six  months  these  duties  come  into 
operation. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
charges  me  with  parochialism,  but  what 
about  his  own  attitude  regarding  the  Fed- 
era]  Capital  Site? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  be  charged  with  parochialism  in 
a.'iking  the  honorable  mend^er  to  carry  out 
what  is  written  in  the  Constitution.  But 
surely  we  can  discuss  this  question  of  starv- 
ing stock  without  bringing  in  the  Capital 
Site. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
knows  the  scriptural  injunction  about  the 
beam  and  tiie  mote. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  like 
to  remind  the  bonwaUe  member,  whose 
district  is  suffering  so  severely  from 
drought,  that  he  can  get  as  much  fodder 
as  he  wants  in  the  northern  parts  of  New 
South  Wales.  On  the  Richmond  River, 
they  will  give  him  as  much  as  he  likes  to 
take  away.  The  trouble  is  that  there  are 
not  sufficient  trucks  to  be  got  just  now. 
There  seems  to  be  a  dearth  of  railway 
trucks;  and  there  are  many  local  circum- 
stances attending  a  period  of  drought  which 
always  operate  to  make  the  difficulties  of 
settlers  even  greater  than  they  would  other- 
wise be.  Therefore,  it  is  all  the  more 
necessary  that  we  should  not  impose  duties 
which  would  inflict  upcm  them  a  heavier 
buTd«).  I  should  like  to  hear  from  the 
honorable  member  for  Wimmera  what  the 
principle  of  fodder  duties  consists  in. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Do  not  let  us  get 

into  general  principles  at  this 'time. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— But  the  honor- 
able member  for  Wimmera  is  a  stickler  for 
fiscal  principle,  and  states  that  the-  pro- 
posal of  the  honorable  member  for  Riverina 
is  a  departure  from  principle.  I  should 
like  to  have  from  him  an  applicaticm  of 
fiscal  principle  to  the  growth  of  fodder. 
Will  he  tell  us  how  a^duty  cai  hay  and 
chaff  will  dO[5^5t3^gp^^iS(l||^i5rhich  aie 
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usually  associated  in  the  minds  of  protec* 
tionists  with  protectim  to  native  indus* 
tries? 

Mr.  Sampson. — Protection  gives  the  far- 
mer a  greater  sense  of  security. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Does  it  in- 
crease his  crop,  or  find  him  a  better  market 
for  his  produce? 

^Ir.  Sampson. — Protecticm  stimulates  his 
energies. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK. — It  does  none  of 
these  things,  and  it  cannot.  It  cannot  pre- 
vent dumping.  If  we  put  a  duty  of  j£i 
per  ton  on  fodder,  the  farmer  who  wants  it 
must  pay  that  duty.  The  duty  will  not 
keep  fodder  out  of  the  country,  except  to 
a  limited  extent.  The  effect  will  simply  be 
to  put  up  the  price  to  those  who  must  buy. 
That  is  all  the  fiscal  principle  that  I  can 
find  in  this  proposal.  My  htmorable  friend, 
the  member  for  Wimmera,  in  his  loyalty^  to 
fiscal  principle,  wants  to  enable  one  set  of 
farmers  to  make  extra  profits  out  of  the 
needs  of  others  in  a  time  of  calamity.  He 
wants  to  set  our  farmers  on  a  cannibalistic 
attack  cm  each  other. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Not  at  all ;  he  wants  to 
teach  our  fanners  to  produce  the  stuff 
which  they  ought  to  produce. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  —  Then  these 
duties  are  to  have  an  educational  value? 
They  are  to  take  the  place  of  agri- 
cultural colleges,  I  suppose?  After  all 
that  we  have  done  for  our  agricultural 
societies  and  colleges,  and  for  agricultural 
education,  I  learn  for  the  first  time  that 
amongst  the  instruments  of  agricultural 
education  must  be  numbered  a  protective 
Tariff  on  fodder.  We  are  to  live  and 
learn,  but  I  venture  to  say  that  the  farmer 
whose  stock  is  dving  will  not  appreciate 
that  argument.  He  will  appreciate  much 
more  our  placing  at  his  disposal  every 
facility  we  can  ^ar\t  him  to  supply  his 
needs,  to  keep  alive  his  stock,  and  to  tide 
him  ove^  those  great  diflliculties  which 
seem  so  often  to  be  threatening  him. 
I  shall  vote  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina,  because  I  fear  that  if  we  do  not 
join  with  him  we  shall  not  have  a  respite 
of  e\'en  six  months  from  these  duties.  I 
want  something  more  than  that,  however, 
and  if  the  honorable  member  succeeds  in 
carrying  his  "amendment,  I  shall  vote 
ajrainst  the  motion,  as  amended,  in  the  hope 
that  we  shall  do  as  we  did  on  the  previous 
occasion  when  this  item  was  under  con- 
sideration. I  trust  that  honorable  mem- 
bers are  not  gt»ng  to  run  away  from  the 


votes  which  they  then  gave.  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  reverse  the  vote  cast 
on  a  former  occasion.  I  hope  that  honor- 
able members  will  steadily  adhere  to  a 
policy  which  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
primary  producers  of  Australia,  and  which 
affords  them  a  measure  of  relief  when  they 
are  heavilv  stricken  by  drought. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTOI^  (Barker)  [3.31].— 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  membo-  for 
Riverina  that  his  electorate  is  in  a  deplor- 
able condition,  and  sincerely  sympathize 
with  the  farmers  and  graxiers  there.  I 
travelled  through  part  of  his  electorate  a 
few  days  ago,  and  saw  that  it  was  in  a 
very  bad  state ;  but  I  should  not  like  to 
say  that  all  Australia  is  suffering  from 
drought,  and  that  we  have  to  go  beyond  the 
Commonwealth  to  obtain  fodder  for  our 
stock.  In  the  southern  part  of  South  Aus- 
tralia we  are  enjoying  one  of  the  Iiest 
seasons  we  have  experienced  there;  whilst 
throughout  the  nOTthem  part  of  that  State 
the  seascm  has  been  an  exceedingly  good 
one.  Men  from  the  ncHth  are  viriting  the 
southern  district  to  purchase  cattle  for 
their  runs.  Had  they  known  that  starrinfi; 
stock  was  so  plentiful  in  the  Riverina,  I 
am  sure  that  sane  of  them  would  have 
gone  there  for  their  supplies  instead  of  to 
Mount  Gambier  and  other  districts  in  the 
south-east^of  South  Australia.  I  was  in- 
formed by*  my  brother,  whom  I  met  in  Syd- 
ney a  few  davs  ago,  that  in  his  district — 
between  Mungindi  and  St.  George — the 
grass  is  over  the  tops  of  the  wire  fences, 
so  that  there,  too,  the  season  has  been  a 
good  one.  What  we  need  is  a  ready  means 
of  conveying  fodder  from  one  part  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  another.  It  would  rot 
pay  to  feed  ordinary  stock  for  any  length 
of  time  on  hay  and  chaff ;  only  very  valu- 
able stock  can  be  fed  in  that  wav.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Riverina  should  be  stricken 
by  drought,  but  the  fanners  and  graziers 
there  can  readily  obtain  hay  and  chaff  :n 
South  Australia  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  h<morable  member 
for  Boothbv  said  that  the  price  of  chaff 
there  was       per  ton. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— I  think  that  it 
is  less  than  that.  When  I  left  home  a 
fortnight  ago,  chaff,  delivered  without 
bags,  was  offering  at  £3  los.  per  ton.  We 
have  an  abundant  supply  of  fodder;  all 
that  we  need  is  adequate  means  of  convey- 
ing it  at  cheap  rates  to  the  drought-stricken 
districts,  or  of  taking  the  stock  to  the  dis- 
tricts where  food  is  obtainable  at  reason- 
able rates.  In  the  oldtf»z«MoiI@£)^&d, 
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so  to  speak,  a  free  country^  stock  could  be 
easily  shifted  by  road  from  one  district  to 
another,  but  nowadays  we  need  to  push 
our  railways  into  the  drought-stricken  dis- 
tricts in  order  to  enable  us  to  ccnnbat  the 
evils  of  dry  seasons.  Fortunately,  a  very 
small  portion  of  Australia  is  at  present 
affected  by  drought,  and  I  hope  that  we 
shall  never  have  a  repetition  of  the  drought 
of  1902.  I  agree  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Corangamite  that  our  farmers  and 
graziers  should  make  better  preparation  for 
dry  seasons.  I  certainly  thought  that  the 
drought  of  1902  would  teach  them  to  make 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
stock  in  bad  times.  In  my  electorate,  we 
have  never  had  a  drought,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  we  shall  ever  have  one.  The 
mtwe  severe  tfie  drought  in  other  parts  of 
Australia,  the  more  bountiful  is  the  supply 
of  fodder  in  the  electorate  of  Barker. 
There  one  may  see  stacks  of  hay  which 
have  been  kept  for  two  or  three  years  as  a 
provision  against  drought,  but.  fortunately, 
we  have  not  yet  experienced  one. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [3.361.— 
It  seems  to  me  that  to  specially  exempt 
hay  and  chaff  when  we  ar©  passing  a  gene- 
rally protective  Tariff  is  to  give  Australia  a 
very  undeurable  advertisement.  The  prin- 
ciple that  we  have  in  view  in  passing  a 
goierally  protective  Tariff  is  that  we  should 
encourage  industries  and  iM-oductions  for 
which  the  C(wnmonwealth  is  suited,  and 
m  respect  of  all  such  industries  we  impose 
stimulating  duties.  The  special  exemption 
of  hay  and  chaff  would  be  a  declaration 
to  the  rest  of  the  world  that  Australia  was 
imable,  in  our  opinion,  to  produce  suffi- 
cient fodder  for  her  own  requirements.  In 
other  words,  it  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
the  great  primary  industries  upon  which  we 
pride  ourselves,  and  for  which  Australia  is 
beld_  to  be  peculiarly  suited  are,  in  our 
(pinion,  so  liable  to  periodic  interruption 
that  we  are  not  prepared  to  extoid  to  them 
the  same  measure  of  encouragement  that  we 
grant  to  other  industries.  That  would  be 
one  of  the  worst  possible  advertisements 
that  we  could  give  Australia. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Surelv  protective  duties 
are  imposed  to  assist  budding  industries? 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  not  yet  studied  protecticm. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  have  studied  ihe  honor- 
able member's  speeches. 

Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber, in  making  that  statement,  is  exercising 
his  capacity  for  bluff,  which,  after  all,  is 
of  nob  much  value,  since  his  blufl^g  is 


only  superficial.  I.  have  said  nothing  that 
would  warrant  the  honorable  member's  as- 
sertion ;  I  have  said  repeatedly  that,  even 
when  an  industry  is  well  established,  it 
may  still  be  necessary  to  impose  protective 
duties  in  reiatioi  to  it,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  dumping  from  abroad  of  products 
which  are  likely  to  undermine  the  local 
production.  As  long  as  prices  locally  are 
not  unduly  inflated  against  the  consumer, 
protective  duties  'in  such  circumstances 
should  be  maintained.  If  those  who  op- 
pose a  protective  duty  on  fodder  are 
anxious  to  help  the  fanners,  they  should 
direct  their  «iergies  to  an  effort  to  break 
up  the  rings  that  now  control  the  supply 
and  distribution  of  fodder.  That  is  the  crux 
of  the  question.  Australia  can  produce, 
and  at  the  present  time  holds,  more  than 
the  fodder  necessary  for  the  starving  stock 
within  her  borders.  As  to  the  suggesticm 
made  by  the  honorable  member  for  Wim- 
mera  respecting  the  educational  effects  of 
the  last  drought,  one  might  reasonably  have 
expected  it  to  have  a  fair  measure  of  in- 
fluence upon  our  farmers.  In  my  old  elec- 
torate of  Bland,  which  ctxnprised  a  part 
of  the  Riverina,  many  farmers  who  suf-^ 
fered  heavily  during  the  last  drought  have 
learned  a  lesson  irom  it,  and  have  con- 
served both  natural  and  specially-grown 
fodder  in  ensilage  pits,  tub  silos,  and 
ordinary  stacks.  These  men  have  not  suf- 
fered in  the  slightest  dej^  from  tfie 
drought.  In  the  case  of  one  big  pastoral 
property  those  in  charge  gathered  together 
fodder  of  various  descriptions  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  in&ure  the  management  against 
any  loss  from  drought.  My  strong 
conviction  is  that  there  is  not  one  beast 
that  need  go  without  fodder  because  of 
any  scarcity  in  the  supply  to  be  obtained 
in  Australia.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  mak- 
ing pr<^r  provision  for  seasons  of  drought 
and  of  our  fanners  and  settlers  generally 
b«ng  educated  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  Providence  has  placed  at  their 
disposal,  and,  what  is,  perhaps,  quite  as 
important,  of  insuring  that  when  a  time  of 
stress  and  scarcity  arises  a  few  people 
shall  not  be  able  to  corner  the  market.  That 
is  what,  at  the  present  time,  as  well  as 
during  the  last  big  drought,  constituted  the 
principal  trouble  from  which  those  who 
had  to  provide  for  starving  stock  had  to 
suffer.  It  was  not  that  supplies  were  not 
available  from  farms  in  Tasmania  or  South 
Australia  at  reasonable  pri(^,  but  that 
middlemen  were,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
shipping  ring,p.g^]g^j^Q^^l^e  whole 


10634  Cmtonu        [REPRESENTATIVES.]      Tariff  BiU. 


situation  and  prevent  the  farmer  or  squat- 
ter who  had  starving  stock  to  keep  alive 
from  getting  a<xess  to  what  should  be  their 
natural  opportunities  for  relief.  I  have 
been  asked  what  steps  I  wcmld  take  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  The  first  step  to  be  taken 
sh(»ild  be  to  nationalize  the  coastal  ship- 
ping semce  of  Australia.  We  should 
natifxialize  the  steam-ships  engaged  in  our 
coastal  trade,  just  as  we  have  naticHialized 
our  railways,  and  in  that  way  we  should  be 
able  to  transfer  fodder  cheaply  fr<sn  Mie 
part  of  the  country  to  another. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Nationalization  is  the 
sovereign  balm  for  all  our  wounds. 

Mr.  WATSON.  —  I  do  not  know  that 
that  view  should  necessarily  prejudice  even 
the  most  ignwant  from  attempting  to  in- 
quire into  the  best  means  to  ovexcoaie  the 
difficulty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Would  that  pre- 
vent the  operations  of  the  fodder  ring  ? 

Mr.  WATSON.— It  would  have  a  mate- 
rial influrace  in  that  direction.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  is  aware 
that  at  the  present  time  the  shipping  ring 
and  coal  proprietors  of  Newcastle  are 
working  under  an  agreement  by  which  only 
certain  parties  are  supplied,  and  only  at 
certain  rates. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  not  to  enlarge  upon  that  ques. 
tion,  as  to  do  so  would  open  up  quite  an- 
other debate. 

Mr.'  WATSON.  —  I  do  not  intend  to 
enlarge  upon  it,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
discussion  of  methods  by  which  a  scarcity 
of  fodder  in  various  parts  of  Australia 
might  be  prevented  is  quite  germane  to  a 
proposal  to  impose  a  duty  of  is.  a  cwt. 
on  hay  and  chaff.  I  agree  with  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Barker  that  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  our  settlers  labour  in 
various  parts  of  the  Cbmmcmwealth  during 
times  of  drought  could,  perhaps,  best  be 
met  by  improving  and  increasing  facilities 
for  the  cheap  transpwt  of  fodder.  Of 
course,  in  addition,  we  should  require  to 
have  farmers'  co-operative  associations  to 
insure  that  fodder  from  any  district  might 
be  purchased  without  the  intervention  of 
too  many  middlemen,  or  of  rings  that,  get- 
ting control  of  supplies,  put  up  prices  un- 
duly. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — In  fact,  when  we 
come  to  think  of  it,  we  shall  have  none  of 
these  difficulties  when  the  millennium 
arrives. 


Mr.  WATSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  only  lately  arrived  at  the  conclusicn 
that  the  development  of  co-operative  ooc- 
pwaticms  ccmstitutes  the  millennium. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  has  been  sketching  a  programme 
for  the  next  twenty-five  years,  to  give  im- 
mediate relief  to  settlers  who  have  starring 
stock  on  their  bands. 

Mr.  WATSON.— I  do  not  think  sa  Is 
the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  not 
aware  that  our  farmers  have  already  estab- 
lished a  number  of  co-operative  instituticms, 
which  are  doing  a  very  great  deal  of  good  ? 
I  should  imagine  that  the  extension  of  their 
operations  to  the  purchase  and  distribution 
of  fodder  need  be  but  a  very  smalt  step  in 
advance.  The  nationalization  of  our 
coastal  shipping  might  be  a  year  or  two 
ahead,  but  it  should  not  be  very  many  years 
distant.  I  dare  say  that  even  the  hoHOTable 
member  f<»-  Parramatta  has  no  objecticm  to 
help  on  tlie  milleiuiium.  With  regard  to  the 
special  exemption  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Riverina,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  suspension  of  this  duty  for  six 
mcHiths  would  have  any  real  effect  in  the 
direction  the  honorable  member  antidpates, 
because  the  only  place  from  which  fodder 
might  be  imported  at  the  present  time  is  the 
Argentine.-  Fodder  is  as  dear  in  New  2«i- 
land  as  in  Australia  just  now,  and  we  can- 
not, therefore,  expect  to  get  any  from  that 
Dominion.  Whatever  supplies  we  are  to  get 
must  be  obtained  witiiin  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the>-  might  be  obtained  much 
more  cheaply  than  they  can  be  obtained  at 
present  if  better  methods  of  distribution 
were  devised. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.45J. 
— It  seems  to  me  that  whatever  view  we 
may  take  of  the  general  questicm,  the 
amendment  submitted  by  the  hoiorable 
member  for  Ri\'erina  is  fUisolutely  without 
any  logical  foundation  whatever."  Every 
reason  which  can  be  urged  in  favour  of  it 
is  a  reason  in  favour  of  not  imposing  such 
a  duty  at  any  time.  We  all  deplore  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  drought  prevailing  in 
the  honorable  member's  constituency,  and 
in  other  parts  of  Australia  similarly 
situated,  but  those  who  support  this  duty 
in  the  interests  of  the  farmers  must,  re- 
member that  that  very  fact  affords  them  an 
opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  tf»e 
benefit  of  the  duty.  Why  should  we  de- 
prive the  fanners  of  the  benefit  the  duty 
at  the  only  time  at  which  thev  can  avail 
themselves  of  it?   E§|^,My @6©^It 
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absolutely  opposed  to  the  pn^K^ed  duty. 
There  is  one  aspect  of  the  question  which 
has  not  been  tmiched  upon  by  any  hoior- 
able  member  I  have  yet  heard  speak  upon 
the  subject.  It  must  be  rememb^ed  that 
every  duty  we  impose  upon  an  article  pro- 
duced by  farmers  must  be  cwisidered  frwn 
a  totally  new  point  of  view,  in  the  light  of 
the  policy  of  the  new  protection  adopted 
by  the  Government,  and  which  the  Prime 
Minister  has  stated  that  he  intends  to  give 
full  effect  to.  Every  farmer,  or  nearly 
every  farmer,  in  Australia  at  some  time 
jxoducea  more  or  less  hay  and  chaff,  and, 
tberefOTe,  if  the  duty  be  carried,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  it  will  bring  every  farmer 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Aus- 
tralia within  the  operatim  of  the  drastic 
provisions  proposed  by  the  Government  in 
respect  to  the  new  protection. 

Mr.  Wilson. — That  is  done  already  by 
the  duty  imposed  on  oats. 

Mr.  Watson. — And  by  the  duty  on 
wheat. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Not  necessarily 

so.  If  a  duty  is  imposed  cm  hay  and  chaff, 
one  of  the  effects  under  the  new  policy  of 
the  Government,  apart  from  the  regulation 
of  wages  and  working  time,  must  be  that 
the  price  at  which  farmers  will  be  al- 
lowed to  dispose  of  their  hay  and  chaff 
will  be  regulated  by  an  Act  of  Parliament 
or  some  body  appointed  under  an  Act 
<rf  Parliament.  This  particular  duty  can 
beccme  effective  cmly  at  a  time  when 
people  engaged  in  the  most  important  in- 
dustry in  Australia  are  in  dire  distress 
and  in  absolute  straits  in  their  endeavours 
to  keep  star\'ing  slock  alive,  and  if  there 
be  any  possible  time  at  which  it  would 
be  justifiable  to  impose  a  restriction  upon 
the  price  of  any  produce  protected  under 
the  Tariff,  surely  that  would  be  the  time. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Not  unless  there 
is  a  combination. 

iVIr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— What?  Does 
the  Treasurer  say  that  it  is  not  a  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  new  protection  at  a  time 
of  stress  and  struggle  for  many  of  our 
settlers  to  prevent  a  protected  manufac- 
turer from  availing  himself  of  the  abso- 
lute distress  of  those  whom  he  supplies  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  say  any- 
thing; of  the  kind,  and  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  verv  well. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Does  the  honor- 
able gentleman  say  that  the  principle  of 
the  new  protection  should  not  be  brought 
into  effect  at  such  a  time  


Sir  William  Ltne. — I  never  heard  such 
an  attemf^  at  argument. 

Mr.   W.   H.    IRVINE.— In  order  to 
'prevoit  a  protective  policy  being  availed 
of  to  demand  extortioiate  prices  from  those 
in  distress? 

Sir  WxLUAu  Lyne. — That  is  quite  a 
different  thing. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  ask  the  Trea- 
surer to  say  whether  that  is  not  a  time 
at  which  the  principle  of  the  new  proteo- 
ticMi  should  be  applied. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  extortion  is  attempted 
the  duty  can  be  abolished. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
gentleman  will  at  onoe  admit  that  this  is 
a  dutv  which  cannot  be  operative  except 
at  a  time  when  the  people  who  require  to 
purchase  the  article  made  dutiable  require 
it  to  keep  starving  stock  alive.  Every  one 
admits  that  it  is  only  at  such  a  time  that 
this  dutv  would  be  operative  at  all. 

Mr..  Chanteb. — I  do  not  admit  it,  and 
I  can  prove  the  oontrarv. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Whether  it  is 
admitted  by  every  one  or  not,  I  venture  to 
say  that  it  is  a  fact ;  that  that  is  the  oily 
time  at  which  the  duty  would  be  opera- 
tive. ^ 

Sir  William  Lvne. — This  is  a  speech 
made  to  trv  to  frighten  the  farmers. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  accept  that  position. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  is  not  a  correct 
one  either. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  the  Treasurer 
is  prepared  to  say  that  his  Government  is 
going  to  throw  over  the  whole  system  of 
new  protection,  I  shall  sit  down. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  anything  so  foolish. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Then  if  effect  is 
to  be  given  to  the  principle,  it  must  be 
done  by  limiting  the  prices  which  in  times 
of  scarcity  may  be  charged  by  farmers  for 
their  hay  and  chaff. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — It  is  a  pity  that  the 
new  protection  cannot  be  made  to  apply  to 
lawyers'  fees. 

■  Str.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  understand 
the  effect  of  the  Government  proposal  to 
be  to  increase  the  oppcntunities  of  the  legal 
profession. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Is  the  h<morable 
member  in  favour  of  the  new  protection  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  dealing 
with  the  fact  that  the  Government  has 
announced  itself  in  favour  of  the  new  pro- 
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will  take.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  far- 
mers of  Australia  desire  to  take  advantage 
of  the  necessity  and  distress  of  their  fellow 
citizens. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — There  are  no  im- 
portaticMis. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— That  is  another 
matter.  Our  farmers  could  benefit  by  the 
proposed  duty  only  when  prices  had  risen 
high,  and  scarcity  was  likely  to  continue 
long  enough  to  make  it  profitable  to  send 
to  other  countries  to  obtain  fodder  for  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  stock. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  wish  to  «i- 
courage  still  greater  production. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Undoubtedly 
that  is  desirable.  Farmers  in  all  parts  of 
Victoria — and  I  think  in  the  other  States, 
though  I  can  speak  only  for  tfiis  State — 
who  had  grass  in  their  paddocks  during 
the  great  drought  of  1902  and  1903,  in- 
stead of  taking  advantage  of  the  necessi- 
ties of  those  who  had  none,  voluntarily 
threw  open  their  land  free  of  charge. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Some  of  them  did. 

Mr.  Wilson. — A  great  many  did. 

Mr.  Salmon. — And  many  men  acquired 
large  fortunes  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  their  fellows. 

Mr.  Wise.— In  some  cases  30s.  an  acre 
was  charged  for  six  months'  rent. 

Mr.  "W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  speaking 
of  small  farmers  in  various  parts  of  Gipps- 
land,  some  of  them  possessing  holdings  in 
my  own  electorate.  No  doubt  the  same 
thing  occurred  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Maloney.  —  Can  the  honorable 
member  mention  one  case  of  the  kind  near 
Warragul  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  speaking 
of  -neither  the  large  nor  the  small  land- 
holder ;  both  voluntarily  relieved  the  dis- 
tresses of  their  straitened  fellow  citizens 
by  throwing  their  paddocks  open  to  their 
starving  stock,  while  the  Government 
granted  still  further  relief  by  carrying  the 
stock  by  rail  practically  free  of  charge. 
The  spirit  which  actuated  the  farming  ccsn- 
munity  at  the  time  I  speak  of  must  cause 
it  now  not  to  seek  a  duty  of  which  advan- 
tage can  be  taken  onlv  in  times  of  drought 
by  charging  exorbitant  prices  to  those  who 
are  sufFering  dire  distress. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.55].— I 
shall  not  follow  the  hmorable  member  for 
Flinders  in  the  extraordinary  assumption 
that  the  Government,  or  others  who  favour 
the  new  protection,  intend  to  apply  its 
principles  to  the  primary  as  well  as  to  the 
secondary  industries. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Why  should  not 
that  be  done?  The  Government  has  made 
no  distinction. 

Mr.  SALMON.— As  I  have  saiTover 
and  over  again,  I  am  in  favour  of  the  new 
protection. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — For  the  other  fellow. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  in  favour  of  it? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — That  depends  upon 
what  is  meant  by  the  term. 

Mr,  SALMON.— Exactly.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  farmer  will  be  scared  by  the 
honorable  member's  unwarranted  state- 
ments. I  speak  as  one  who  lives  anxxigst 
farmers,  and  practises  farming,  and  am 
well  aware  of  the  conditions  existing  in  our 
farming  districts. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  farmers  do  not 
wish  to  have  the  price  of  their  produce 
fixed  by  Government. 

Mr.  Watson. — That  will  not  be  done 
under  the  new  protection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  Government 
will  interfere  if  the  prires  asked  are  above 
a  certain  limit. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.  —  I  speak  on  the 
authority  of  the  printed  memorandum  is- 
sued by  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  the  first  to  say  in  my  hearing  that  the 
Government,  or  any  other  advocate  of  the 
new  protection,  deares  to  fix  by  law  the 
price  of  produce. 

Mr.  Watson. — Or  of  any  other  com- 
modity. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Prices  have  been  fixed 
in  connexion  with  a  particular  industry,  and 
under  particular  circumstances. 

Mr.  Watson. — What  has  been  suggested 
is  that,  if  prices  become  unduly  high,  a 
tribunal  may  have  authority  to  reccsnmend 
that  the  duty  be  removed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  amounts  to  the 
fixing  of  prices  below  a  certain  standard. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  made  another  statement  with- 
out proper  consideration.  He  said  that  the 
duty  on  produce  is  protective  only  in  times 
of  drought.  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
during  an  ordinary  season  in  Australia 
there  may  be  an  extraordinttrv  glut  else- 
where, and  any  protectionist  will  admit 
that  our  farmers  should  be  protected  from 
the  dumping  of  fdreign-grown  produce. 
The  honorable  member  must  know  that 
produce  can  be  brought  here  from  the  Ar- 
gentine and  Califj^^^i^^^lQ^Q^rgea 
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for  carriage  than  have  to  be  paid  for 
taking  produce  from  Melbourne  to  the  in- 
terior of  Victoria. 

Mr,  W.  H.  Irvine. — Has  produce  ever 
been  dumped  Here? 

Mr.  McDoUGALL.  —  Wheat  has  been 
l^ught  here  from  the  Argentine. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  has  been  landed  in 
Australia  fcM-  los.  a  tOT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— What  about  hay 
and  chafT  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  taking  off  of  the 
duty  has  not  made  any  difFerence  to  the 
imce  which  has  had  to  be  paid  by  fanners 
who  are  hand-feeding  thrir  stock.  It  is  not 
that  erne  farmer  is  taking  advantage  of  the 
necessities  of  another,  but  that  nearly  all 
the  produce  is  in  the  hands  of  middlemen 
or  speculators.  I  have  travelled  a  great 
deal  through  Victoria  recently,  and  know 
that,  while  there  have  been  splendid  har- 
vests in  many  places,  so  that  a  great  deal 
of  produce  is  stacked  up  ready  for  mar- 
ket, it  does  not  belong  to  those  on  whose 
land  it  is  stacked,  but  to  others  who  have 
been  cute  enough  to  anticipate  a  drought, 
and  to  secure  and  e3»rcise  an  opti(xi  upon 
thousands  of  tons  of  produce.  As  a.  result, 
those  who  need  produce  have  to  pav  the 
prices  asked  by  the  speculators.  If  the 
honorable  member  thinks  that  hay  and  chaff 
will  be  imported  into  Australia  at  prices 
which  will  reduce  the  cost  of  fodder  to 
those  who  are  compelled  to  hand  feed  their 
stock,  he  is  not  aware  of  the  true  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  is  consistent,  although  the 
honorable  member  for  Farramatta  twitted 
him  with  inconsistency. 

Mr.  CHANTra. — The  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta  is  not  an  authcH-ity  on  con- 
sistency. 

Mr.  SALMON. — That  is  so.  He  used 
to  know  something  about  protection. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  mouth  my 
con»stency. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Nor  can  I  be  rightly 
accused  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  did  not  refer  to 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  acting  consist- 
ently, after  a  careful  consideration  of  one 
of  the  most  important  matters  that  can 
come  before  us. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  have  always 
known  the  honorable  member  for  Riverina 
as  «ie  of  the  most  determined  protectionists 
in  Australia,  and  therefore  I  do  not  tmder- 
stand  his  attitude  on  this  occa^(xi. 


Mr.  SALMON.- 1  rose  to  point  out  that 
what  has  been  done  before  will  be  done 
again ;  and  if  there  is  no  duty,  our  farmers 
will,  in  ordinary  seasons,  be  subjected  to 
tmfair  competition  frtxn  abroad. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Can  the  hcwiorable 
member  say  that  within  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years  any  considerable  quantity  of 
hay  or  chaff  has  been  imported  ? 

-  Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
dealt  with  a^iculturai  produce  generally, 
and  I  am  domg  the  same.  I  assure  him, 
from  my  perscmal  knowledge,  that  the 
opinion  which  he  has  f  cnmed  in  this  matter 
is  at  variaiKX  with  experience.  We  know 
that  without  a  duty  tha%  will  be  imp<xta- 
tions  which  will  subject  our  farmers  to  im- 
fair  competition  during  ordinary  seasms. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Will  a  duty  of  £\ 
a  ton  prevent  that? 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
seems  to  think  that  a  duty  of  a  tcwi 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that  it  will 
do  a  great  deal  of  good.  A  similar  duty 
has  done  good  in  the  past,  and  I  fee!  sure 
that  the  proposed  duty  will  do  good  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [4.3].— 
The  honorable  monber  fcH*  Laanecoorie  has 
questioned  the  accuracy  of  my  statement 
as  to  the  fixing  of  prices  under  the  new  pro- 
tection proposals  of  the  Government.  I 
wish,  therefore,  to  reatj,  by  way  of  per- 
sonal explanation,  a  paragraph  from  an 
explanatory  memorandum  in  regard  to  new 
protection,  presented  by  command,  and 
ordered  by  the  House  to  be  printed.  It  is 
the  only  authoritative  statement  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  this  regard 
which  we  possess,  and  paragraph  16  reads 
as  follows — 

So  far,  reference  has  been  made  only  to  that 
aspect  of  the  proposals  which  is  concened  with 
the  protection  of  the  manufacturer,  on  the  one 
band,  and  the  employes,  on  the  other.  An 
essential  part  of  the  completed  scheme,  how- 
ever, is  the  protection  of  the  consumer  by  the 
establishment  of  machinery  to  prevent  the  un- 
due inflation  of  prices.  It  is  enough  to  say 
here  that  the  Board  will  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  investigatiDg  the  prices  charged  by  pro- 
tected manu  f acturers,  and ,  if  these  are  found 
to  be  unreasonable,  of  reporting  that  fact  to  Uie 
Minister.  The  Minister  will  then  be  em- 
powered, with  the  assent  of  Parliament,  to  take 
appropriate  action. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — That  does  not  re- 
fer to  anything  hut  manufactures. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— No  distinction 
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Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.5]— Having 
listened  attentively  to  the  speeches  of  hon- 
orable members,  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  wish  to  help  the  farmer,  or  to  help 
the  middle  men  who  have  made  a  comer 
in  regard  to  produce.  The  Government 
accedes  to  the  request  of  the  Senate  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  a  ton,  but  is  willing 
that  it  should  not  take  effect  until  six 
months  hence. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  was  not  the 
proposal  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  was  the  proposal  of 
a  Government  supporter.  The  honorable 
member  for  South  Sydney  has  stated  that 
it  would  be  a  bad  advertisement  for  Aus- 
tralia to  admit  to  the  world  that  she  cannot 
grow  the  produce  which  she  needs.  1 
admit  that.  It  is  a  worse  advertisement  to 
say  that  we,  who  pride  ourselves  on  our 
industries,  require  a  duty  of  20s.  per  toil. 
The  honorable  member  for  South  Sydney 
went  further,  and  said  that  there  are  no 
starving  stock  in  Australia  which  cannot 
be  provided  with  Australian-grown  fodder. 
If  that  be  so,  where  is  the  necessity  for  a 
duty  ? 

Mr.  Atkinson.— -I  think  the  honorable 

member  said  that  there  could  be  produced 
sufficient  fodder  for  all  the  starving  stock. 

Mr.  WILKS.— No;'  the  honorable- mem- 
ber said  that  there  is  enough  fodder ;  and, 
therefore,  I  ask  again,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity for  a  duty  ? 

Mr.  Foster.— rln  order  to  help  the 
farmer  as  against  New  Zealand  producers. 

Mr.  WILKS. — But  the  b(HK»-aSle  man- 
ber  for  South  Sydney  told  us  that  there  is 
no  canpetition.  frbm  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  Foster. — There  is  no  ccmipetition 
just  now :  but  we  are  dealing  with  a  Tariff 
to  last  for  years. 

Mr.  WI,LKS. — The  honorable  member 
for  South  'Sydne\-  told  us  that  our  com- 
petitor is  not  New  Zealand,  but  the  Argen- 
tine Republic.  Three  years  ago  we  on 
this  side  asked  for  a  suspension  of  the  fod- 
der duties  on  the  ground  that,  at  that 
time,  the  whole  of  New  South  Wales  was 
suffering  from  severe  drought,  while  Vic- 
ttxia  was  blessed  with  plentiful  sensors. 
Howei'er,  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the 
duties ;  and  now  when  the  position  Is  re- 
vereed,  and  it  is  Victoria  that  is  suffering, 
I  am  still  in  favour  of  i>erfect  freedom  of 
importation.  It  was  nnt  the  farmer  or  the 
proflucer  wlio  reaped  the  fit  of  the  ex- 
cellent harvests  in  Victoria  three  years  ago, 
but,  as  has  Imii  admitted,  even  hv  flie  hon- 
orable member  for  Riverina,  tlie  advantage 


then  and  rww  is  gained  by  some  .shipping 
or  other  ring.     Why  should  I   vote  in 
order  to  increase  the  present  or  future 
profits,  no:-  of  the  fanner  or  producer,  but 
of  the  middleman  ?    Whether  we  are  free^  ' 
traders  or  protectionists,  representatives  of 
the  city  or  of  the  country,  why  should  we, 
to  the  extent  of  20s.  per  tc«i,   assist  any 
ring  to  keep  up  prices  ?    I  can  understand 
legislation  with  the  object  of  restricting  the 
operation  of  rings,  but  I  cannot  underhand 
a  proposal  to  fiscally  assist  them.  Allow 
me  to  say  a  word  on  b^alf  of  the  people 
in  my  electorate.  ' 
Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Are  they  farmers?  | 
Mr.  McDouGALL. — They  farm  the  far-  1 
mers. 

Mr.  WILKS. — They  are  sturdy  artisans, 
and  a  most  respectable  body  of  men,  who 
are  the  chief  omsumers  of  the  produce  of 
the  farmer.  They  are  now  told  that, 
owing  to  fodder  having  to  be  purchased  at 
a  heavy  rate  in  the  milk- producing  centres 
of  southern  New  South  Wales,  thiey  must 
pay  exorbitant  prices  for  their  milk ;  and  I 
do  not  see  why  I  should  give  a  vote  to 
make  the  posiiion  worse. 

Mr.  .Fostek. — Is  there  not  a  strike  on 
now  between  the  farmers  and  the  milk 
ring? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes,  but  that  is  not  the 
question  befcwe  us  now.  I  desire  to  say 
that  more  starving  stock  pass  through  my 
electorate  in  twenty-four  hours  than  passes 
through  any  other  electorate  in  six  mondis. 

Mr.  Chanter. — In  busy  seasons,  we 
have  more  stock  in  one  paddock  in  the 
Riverina  in  a  month  than  can  be  seen  in 
the  h(Hiorable  member's  electorate  in  six 
months. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
forgets  that  the  abattoirs  of  Sydney  are 
within  mv  electorate,  and  that  daily  thou- 
sands of  beasts  are  slaughtered  there  for 
consumption  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  of  the  citv.  The  idea  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina  is  not  to 
impose  the  duty  at  once,  but  to  give  a  re- 
spite of  six  months.  But  if  free  admis- 
sion of  fodder  be  good  for  six  months,  it 
must  be  good  for  six  vears ;  and  I  cannot  see 
why,  at  the  end  of  six  mmths,  we  should 
extend  the  proposed  assistance  to  any  ring. 
I  have  not  heard  one  argument  that  con- 
vinces me  that  the  proposed  duty  is  neces-  ^ 
sary  from  any  point  of  view;  but  I  intend  I 
to  vote  with  the  honorable  member  for  ! 
Riverina,  in  the  hope  of  ultimately  haxing 
fodder  placed  on  the  free>  list.    1  ^^^t*n 
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Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [4.14].— I. 
intend  to  support  the  Government  in  this 
matter.  I  should  not  have  spoken  had  it 
not  been  for  some  startling  statements  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  to 
the  eflfect  that  it  is  desired  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  people  to  take  advantage  of  the 
difficulties  of  farmers  in  one  part  of  the 
country  by  charging  exhorbitant  prices  for 
fodder.  Such  a  suggestion  is  both  cruel 
and  unjust;  and  could  only  be  surpassed 
if  it  be  true  as  stated,  that  English  (M- 
cials  in  high  posititHis  protested  to  the 
Viceroy  in  India  against  charitable  people 
in  EnglaiMi  subscribing  money  to  save 
starving  millions  in  our  Eastern  Possession. 
The  honorable  m«nber  for  Flinders  said 
that  men  had  offered  their  fields  for  starv- 
ing stock;  but  I  guarantee  that  for  one 
acre  |^ven  free,  nine  acres  weie  charged 
for,  and  very  heavily. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — What  about  McKen- 
zie,  one  time  Minister  of  Lands  in  Vic- 
tOTia? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— He  was  a  man  with 
criminal  instincts.  He  was  a  colleague  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders,  and 
ought  to  have  been  sent  out  of  Parliament 
for  what  he  did. 

The  CHAIRMAN,— Order ! 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  said  that  many  people  of- 
fered their  paddocks  and  fields  free  of  cos>t 
for  the  use  of  starving  stock,  and  1  am 
showing  that  his  colleague,  who  had  crirm- 
nal  instincts,  and  who  ought  to  have  been 
hounded  out  of  the  State  Parliamerit,  but, 
by  reason  of  the  power  behind  tnm,  was 
allowed  to  resign,  used  his  posit^  to  grab 
land  when  stock  were  starvini 

Mr.  Wilson.— He  sufferetj"  his  punish- 
ment. 


Mr.  MALONEY, 
people  he  wronged  ? 
of  Melbourne  and  a 
that  Minister  .with 
order  to  settle  starvi 
told  them  that  he  h 
the  purpose;  and 
for  himself,  Th 


^ut  what  of  the 
Whe^  the  Lord  Mayor 
imittee  waited  upon 
offer  of  Xi>200  in 
men  on  the  land,  he 
not  a  single  acre  for 
et  he  had  grabbed  land 
re  honorable  member  for 


Corangamite  lUf  alwavs  been  a  humbug  in 
regard  to^^ff^i^.  ^^^^  j  j^at 

"^'"^  "(r  meet  me  on  a  public  platform 
and  det^i  ^■^^  Minister  to  whom  I  refer. 

iLSON. — I  do  not  defend  the  man  ; 
*  say  that  he  has  suffered  his  punlsh- 


[r.  MALONEY. I  know  that  some 
^      were  n€>ble  enoueh  to  give  their  pad- 


docks  for  the  use  of  starving  stock; 


the  facts  are  as  I  have  stated.  The  object 
of  the  proposal  is  to  prevent  undue  infla- 
tion of  prices,  and  when  we  grant  protection, 
it  is  right  that  we  should  have  some  power 
in  this  respect  over  the  industry  protected. 
The  soundness  of  this  view  is  shown  in  the 
case  of  the  hanester  industry ;  and  we 
know  that  in  High  Court  proceedings  of 
the  kind,  the  splendid  abilities  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Flinders  may  be  utilized 
at  any  time  if  he  is  retained.  It  was  .1 
great  truth  uttered  by  Charles  Sumner  that 
for.  the  betrayal  of  a  countrv  or  a  great 
cause,  cme  had  not  to  go  far  to  find  a 
friend  ready  made  in  any  lawyer  we  came 
across.  We  have  heard  how  the  honor- 
able member  has  argued  to-day;  but  we 
know  that  to-morrow,  if  the  Com- 
bine were  to  retain  him,  he  would 
argue  the  other  way ;  .  and  his  leglil 
twisting  of  the  case  against  the  honor- 
able membec  for  Riverina  is  unworthy  of 
him.  If  human  beings  may  be  punished, 
it  cannot  be  said  that  starving  stock  tJeserve 
any  punishment.  Our  cattle  are  confinei 
within  fences,  and  are  powerless  to  roam 
in  search  of  pasture ;  man  only  can  assist 
them,  and,  in  any  such  cause,  mv  vote 
shall  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  helpless. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wllmot)  [4,20].— I 
was  surprised  a  little  while  ago  to  hear  the 
Treasurer  &iy  that  he  would  accept  the 
pjnendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina^  A  few  rrionths  ago  he  strenu- 
ously opposed  any  reduction  or  post- 
ponement of  the  duty.  The  Commit- 
tee remitted  the  duty,  but  the  Senate 
now  wisely  requests  its  restoration.  I  did 
think  that  the  Treasurer  would  seek  to  have 
It  restored  at  once,  espedally  as,  according 
to  the  printed  statement  which  has  been  cir- 
culated, the  Government  have  agreed  to 
accept  this  request ;  yet  the  Treasurer  now 
wants  the  operation  of  the  duty  postponed 
for  six  months.  The  duty  was  imposed  in 
the  first  Federal  Tariff,  and  has  always 
been  retained  until  now.  Seeing  that  Aus- 
tralia has  decided  for  protection,  I  do  not 
see  why  the  farmer,  as  well  as  the  other 
producers  of  the  community,  should  not  re- 
ceive some  meed  of  it. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. —  We  thought  that 
from  some  of  the  honorable  member's  votes 
on  other  matters, 

Mr.  ATKINSON. — I  always  voted  for 
moderate  protectitwi,  when  I  did  vote  in 
that  direction.  I  believe  that  Australia, 
when  it  savs  that  it  is  protectionist,  mean» 
that  it  is  io  in  app^^^^^^^pjgl^d  is 
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not  so  extreme  in  its  views  as  to  .  in- 
dorse the  propositions  that  used  to 
come  from  the  Government  benches. 
We  have  heard  a  good  deal  about 
the  callousness  and  hard-heartedness  of 
the  farmer  in  trying  to  wring  these  high 
prices  from  the  poOT  pastOTalists,  but,  mi 
occasions  like  the  present,  when  the  drought 
is  so  extreme,  I  do  not  think  that  the  far- 
mer receives  the  extra  per  ton  supposed 
to  result  from  this  duty.  As  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Boothby  says,  chaff 
can  be  obtained  in  Adelaide  at  about  ^£5 
per  tcKi.  I  believe  it  can  be  obtained  icx 
less  than  that  in  Tasmania,  and  in  other 
places  which  produce  fodder.  It  is  mrae 
likely  that  when  the  fodder  reaches  New 
South  Wales  it  goes  into  the  hands  of  a 
ring  which,  as  the  bonorable  member 
for  Riverina  said,  controls  prices.  That 
ring  is  helped  by  the  fact  that  New 
Zealand,  which  in  ordinary  years  would 
be  the  chief  competitor  with  the  Austrafian 
States,  has  this  year  apparently  no  hay  and 
chaff  to  report,  as  the  prices  ruling  in  the 
Dominicffi  will  show.  That  gives  the  ring 
a  mudi  better  diance  to  comer  all  the 
hay  and  chafF  that  enters  the  port  of  Syd- 
ney. The  excessive  price,  when  there  is  a 
shortage,  as  at  present,  is  due,  not  to  the 
dutv,  but  to  some  intermediate  body,  such 
as  a  ring  of  middlemen.  I  do  Tiet  see 
why,  on  that  account,  the  farmers  shcWjd 
be  penalized.  I  am  sure  that  the  farmertf 
of  Australia  would  be  prepared  to  remit 
the  duty  when  prices  are  as  high  as  they 
are  now,  the  object  of  the  duty  bdng  to 
protect  them  in  nc»inal  seasons.  In  those 
times  New  Zealand  might  be  a  Ccxnpetltor, 
and  to  give  the  Australian  farmers  some; 
thing  like  a  reastmable  price  for  their  pro- 
duce this  duty  is  imposed.  New  Zealand 
should  not^  be  placed  in  a  position  to  flood 
the  Australi.^n  markets.  Those  are  about 
the  dniv  times  that  the  dutv  will  prove 
of  actual  benefit  to  the  farmer,  I  take 
it  that  we  are  legislating  more  for  ordinary 
than  for  extreme  seasons,  and,  seeing  that 
we  are  here  to  give  protection,  whv  should 
we  not  give  fair  protection  all  round?  I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  move  to  im- 
pose the  duty  at  once,  as  requested  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [4.25].— 
I  hope  the  Cwnmittee  will  carrv.the  is. 
dutv  on  fodder.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  from  the  Opposition'  about  the  terrible 
burden  which  the  primary  producer  would 
have  to  bear  by  paying  duties  on  other 
articles  for  the  good  of  other  industries, 


and  now,  when  a  dutv  is  proposed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmer,  surely  the  nftemben 
of  the  Oppo«ti(xi  should  give  him  a.  vote. 
Like  the  h(»K>nU)le  member  for  Wilmot,  I 
believe  that  the  main  protection  whidi  die 
farmers  will  get  out  of  this  duty  will  be 
against  New  Zealai)d  cMnpetition,  and  not 
when  fodder  is  very  high  in  price  either. 
When  prices  are  more  moderate,  the  pro- 
tection will  be  very  useful  to  them.  As 
for  the  new  protection,  and  the  bugbear 
raised  by  the  hcxicMrable  member  fcH*  Flin- 
ders, who  tried  to  drag  a  red  herring  across 
the  trail,  and  raise  a  scare  amongst  the 
fanners,  I  do  not  fear  that  cxie  iota,  be- 
cause the  prices  obtained  to-day   by  Ac 
actual  producers  are  a  long  way  below  thast 
paid  by  the  consumers.      There  is  sudi 
a  large  margin  of  difference  that  I  feel  that 
a  long  time  will  elapse  before  the  new  pro- 
tection is  applied  to  the  farmers.  The 
amendment  of  the  honwable  member  iot 
Riverina  does  not  seem  very  effectiw.  A 
six  months'  suspensicm  does  not  mean  mucfa 
in  a  great  problem  like  this,  but  the  boo- 
orable  member  has  my  sympathy.  When 
tilt  stock  belcmging  to  one's  electees  is  eat- 
ing dead  rabbits,  and  there  is  not  a  blade 
of  grass  to  be  seen,  and  the  owners  of  the 
stock  are  very  much  incensed  at  the  posi- 
tion, as  they  naturally  would  be,  even  a 
small  modicum  of  assistance  might  be 
grasped  at  by  an  honorable  member,  and 
-^om  that  stand-point  we  should  sympa- 
thi^   with   the   honoraUe   monber  ifbc 
Riverjna.      T^e  hmcvable  member  foe 
South  ^ydney  has  vorced  all  that  I  wished 
to  say^SJh  regard  to  distribulicwi,  except 

that  'the  X^^*'^^  ^^^^  co-operated 
nearly  to  thS  extent  that  they  might.  I 
believe  that  Kjere  will  be  no  raricwial  or 
radical  solutimS  of  the  problem  imtil 
distribution  is  )wdertaken  by  the  Go- 
vernment The  OPvemment  undertoo>k  the 
distribution  of  seedV  wheat  in  New  Sooth 
Wales  to  those  m  wP"'-  The  only  way 
to  solve  the  problem between  the  pio- 
ducer  and  the  consumed  insure  that  the 
coi:sumer  shall  pay  a  redS|0"^hle  price,  and 
that  the  producer  shall  |(gt  ^  reasonable 
return  for  his  product,  is  thlL**^''**  ^  * 
scheme  of  national  distributii 

Mr.   SAMPSON  fWimmera)' 
The  question  of  a  duty  on  hay 
naturally  affects  my  district  very  ci 
I  suppose  that  in  my  constituency  the! 
a  larger  area  of  country  requiring  rain  tir 
in  any  other  part  of  Victoria,  but,  as  a  pro. 
tectionist,  I  cannot  consisfenjly^y;^^or  the 
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remissim  of  this  dutv-     I  lodk  upon  pro- 
tection to  the  agricultural  community  as  a 
principle  that  should  apply  all  round.  If 
the  duty  of  is.  per  cwt.  on  hay  and  chaff 
!F  likely  to  assist  the  southern  fanno-s,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  nc»thern  farmers  to  be 
loyal  to  the  principle  of  protection,  if  it 
is  to  apply  all  round.     The  retention  or 
remission  of  this  duty  will  make  no  material 
difference  to  the  price.      I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  reasonable  chance  of  im- 
portations fiom  abroad.      The  price  of 
chaff  in  New  Zealand  is  fUmut  the  same  as 
in  Australia.     The  Argentine,  so  far  as 
I  can  learn,  does  not  do  a  great  deal  of 
exportation  at  low  prices,  so  that  whether 
the  duty  is  retained  Or  struck  <^  it  will 
make  very  little  difference  to  the  retail 
price  of  diaff.     It  is  very  largely  a  senti- 
mental question,  but  if  the  duty  is  retained, 
it  gives  the  farmer  a  sense  of  securitv  in 
respect  of  his   future   production.  For 
that  reason  alcme,  it  is  necessary  that  it 
should  be  retained.     The  question  of  the 
operation  of  the  new  protection  might  well 
be  discussed  by  itself.     We  are  dealing 
now  with  the  questitm  of  an  imp(xt  duty 
on  hay  and  chaff.    It  will  be  for  us  to  deal 
with  the  new  protection  when  it  comes  be- 
fore  us.     It   is   not   desirable   to  mix 
up  the  two  questions.     I  had  intended 
to  go  into  some  figures,  but  at  this  late 
stage  of  the  debate,  I  do  not  think  that 
that  is  necessary.    For  the  last  four  or  five 
years  our  expats  of  hay  and  chaff  have 
been  greater  than  our  imports.     In  1906, 
we  imported  only  895  cwt.  of  hay  and 
chaff  altogether,  and  up  to  the  present 
this    year    only    a     small  'Importaticn 
has  taken  place.     From  informati<»i  pub- 
lished   from    time    to    time,   there  is 
every    reason   to   believe   that   there  is 
plenty  of  hay  in  the  southern  districts 
of  Australia  to  supply  the  requirements  of 
those  who  can  afford  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  it.      When  hay  reaches  j£i  or 
a  ton,  it  becomes  altogether  too  dear 
for  people  to  buy  to  feed  sheep  cm. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  are  paying  jf,Z  a 
ton  in  Riveriha. 

Mx.  SAMPSON.— That  is  probably  a 
higher  price  than  they  should  be  paving. 
It  has  been  stated  that  chaff  is  quoted  at 
a  ton  in  South  Australia,  and  another 
honorable  member  stated  that  it  could  be 
gof  for  something  like  £4  a  ttxi  in  Tas- 
tit'ianania. 

in^'    Mr.  Chanteb. — It  costs  another  £5  or 
*  ^Id-  a-  ton  to  carry  it  to  the  Riverina. 
f'*"^  [375] 


Mr.  SAMPSON.— Freights  are  much 
higher  than  they  should  be,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  costs  anything  like  ^^3  or  £4  a 
toa  to  carry  chaff  from  South  Australia  to 
the  Riverina.  At  any  rate,  I  am  not  dis- 
aissing  present  prices,  but  the  prices  that 
people  can  afford  to  pay  to  feed  starving 
stock.  When  hay  reaches  a  ton,  it 
!s  already  too  dear  to  feed  stock  on,  un- 
less it  is  for  valuable  dairy  herds  or  stud 
stock.  The  question  of  the  fodder  duties 
has,  therefore,  anything  but  an  important 
bearing  on  the  question  of  starving  stock 
lit  Australia.  As  a  matter  of  consistency, 
and  for  the  sake  of  the  retention  of  a  duty 
which  will  apply  all  round  to  the  agrfcul- 
tural  cnnmunity,  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Senate's  request. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [4.34].— When 
this  question  was  last  before  this  Chamber, 
1  voted  to  place  hay  and  chaff  upon  the 
free  list,  as  did  also  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina.  The  circumstances  were 
then  admitted  to  be  peculiar,  inasmuch  as 
we  were  facing  a  possible  harvest  failure. 
At  the  presmt  tmie  the  oonditicms  are 
peculiar.  Although  there  is  in  South  Aus- 
tralia a  vay  omsiderable  supply  of  hay 
and  fodder  

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  in  Western 
Australia  and  in  Tasmania. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Possibly—still  in  por- 
tions of  Victoria  and  of  New  South  Wales 
there  is  a  very  considerable  deficiency,  and 
the  exorbitant  price  of  about  j£i  per  ton 
is  demanded.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  this  amendment,  if  made, 
would  be  ml.  Since  October  last  hay  and 
chaff  have  been  on  the  free  list,  but  in  spite 
of  that  fact  an  atxuHmal  price  is  demanded. 
The  amendment  of  the  hcncM-able  monber 
for  Riverina  simply  proposes  that  hay 
and  chaff  shall  be  ccmtinued  on  the  free 
list  for  a  further  period  of  six  months.  To 
what  extent  is  that  likely  to  affect  the 
price?  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  remission 
of  the  duty  for  six  months  is  likely  to  be 
of  the  least  advantage  to  the  unfortunate 
persons  who  are  now  paying  an  abnormal 
price.  Too  much  regard  to  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances should  not  be  paid  in  a  mea- 
sure which  has  to  deal  with  general  cir- 
cumstances. Although  we  may  have  a  pro- 
lific season  to-day,  still  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two  we  may  have  a  drought,  and  " 
then  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a 
special  arrangement  to  meef  the  situation. 
We  cannot  plac«  the  people  of  the  Com- 
monwealth on  all-fours'.  We  have  to  look 
at  -the  question  not  frcxn  a  local  point  o* 
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view,  but  from  a  naticmal  stand-p(Hnt, 
and  that  must  take  account  of  the 
benefit  of  Australia  as  a  whole.  I 
voted  in  favour  of  placing  hay  and  chaff 
on  the  free  list  not  only  because  of  the 
special  circumstances  which  then  existed, 
but  also' for  a  broader  reason.  I  venture 
to  say  that  if  a  tax  on  bay  and  chafF  is 
likely  to  be  effective  in  an  ordinary  season, 
it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  confer  that  mea- 
sure of  protection,  but  normally  hay  and 
chaff  are  sold  at  such  prices  that  there  is 
no  possibility  of  any  importations  being 
made  to  compete  with  the  local  produce. 
Consequently  our  farmers  have  nothing  to 
fear,  and  so  far  as  they  are  ocMicemed,  the 
contention  that  they  are  benefited  by  tiie 
duty  is  only  a  fallacy. 

Mr.  Atkinson, — They  get  no  boiefit  in 
times  of  special  stress. 

Mr.  PALMER.— The  obvious  fact  is 
that  a  duty  on  hay  and  chaff  has  no  pro- 
tective effect.  Some  honorable  members 
want  to  impose  a  duty  for  protective  pur- 
poses, although  they  know  that  it  is  not 
likely  to  be  effective.  They  might  as  well 
talk  about  protecting  the  labour  of  the 
miner  or  bricklayer.  That  cannot  possibly 
be  done.  If  honorable  members  ptit  od  the 
statute-book  a  duty  which  seems  to  give 
protection,  and  yet  does  not,  they  are  only 
deluding  the  farmers  into  the  belief  that 
they  are  going  to  derive  some  advantage 
which  caimot  possibly  be  conferred  upon 
them.  I  an\  opposed  to  that  method,  and 
for  that  reason  I  am  prepared  to  renew  the 
vote  which  I  gave  previously,  and  to  vote 
against  the  Senate's  request, 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Times  of  stress  are  ex- 
ceptional, and  in  an  average  year  the  duty 
would  operate. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Has  it  operated  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Never. 

Mr.  PALMER. — For  a  number  of  years 
we  have  had  a  duty  on  hay  and  chaff,  and 
I  ask  the  h«iorable  member  for  Wilmot  if 
it  has  ever  operated?  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  a  single  season  when  it  has  had  any 
practical  effect  so  far  as  the  producers  are 
concerned,  and  if  it  has  operated  on  one 
or  two  very  rare  occasions  I  venture  to  say 
that  the  sum  total  of  the  ■  disadvantage 
altogether  outweighs  the  seeming  advantage 
whifii  the  farmers  might  have  derived  from 
its  imposition. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [4.40].— The 
d'iscussi(xi  has  been  so  protracted  that 
I  feel  that  my  attitude  on  this  question) 
should  be  made  known  to  mv  constituents. 
On  a  previous  occasion  I  voted  for  hay  and 


chaff  to  be  made  free.  I  shall  avail  my- 
self of  every  opportunity  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject, because  the  fodder  duties  have  been 
operative  only  once.  Then  the  Commcm- 
wealth  d^ved  a  revenue  of  sUwut 
;£5oo,ooo. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  much  did  it 
receive  from  the  dutv  on  hay  and  chaff? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  remember  that  the  fod- 
der duties  yielded  a  large  revenue  when  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  in  dire  distress  from  a  terrible 
drought.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that 
the  duty  only  beccanes  operative  in  a  period 
of  great  severity,  when  our  own  people  are 
suffering.  It  cannot  be  shown  that  when 
normal  conditicois  prevail  the  duty  has  been 
operative.  I'  thoroughly  suppcwt  the  re- 
presentations which  have  been  made  in 
oppositicHi  to  it.  Not  only  will  I 
support  the  amendtnent  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina,  but  if  the  oppor- 
tunity is  offered  I  shall  certainly  vote 
against  the  continuance  of  the  duty.  I 
hope  that  the  Ccwnmittee  will  extend  its 
sympathv  to  those  persons  who  are  suffer^ 
ing  great  distress  in  many  portions  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  that,  as  a  result  of  this 
discussion,  the  duty  may  be  eliminated. 

Mt.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [4-43]-~ 
Before  a  division  is  taken,  I  wish  to  offer 
a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  sevn'al 
honorable  members.  The  hcxiorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  went  so  far  as  to 
broadly  assert  that  no  one  could 
deny  that  the  fodder  duties  were  only 
operative  in  a  time  of  severe  stress — that 
is,  during  a  drought.  I  interjected  that  I 
for  one  did  not  subscribe  to  that  view, 
and  similar  interjectiwis  were  made.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  (he  duties  are  operative  at 
the  very  time  when  the  honorable  member 
declared  that  they  were  not.  Let  me 
cite  Mie  instance  to  prove  my  contehticm. 
We  are  now  dealing  with  a  dutv  on  hay  and 
chaff  onlv.  We  have  dealt  with  fhe  duties 
on  all  kinds  of  cereals  and  root  crops  as 
fodder  for  stock,  and  there  is  no  opportu- 
nitv  of  reconsidering  our  decisions  on 
cereals.  Stock-owners  of  all  classes  know 
that  cereals  are  used  very  largely  for  keep- 
ing stock  alive.  Dairy  farmers  know  that 
it  is  verv  much  more  profitable  to  use  cer- 
eals and  root  crops  for  their  herds  than 
to  give  them  dry  fodder.  Prior  to  Fede- 
ration, New  South  Wales  was  the  one 
State  into  which  fodder  of  all  kinds  could 
be  imported  free  of  dutv.  In  Victoria 
there  was  a  dutv  of  2s7  per  fcushel  on 
wheat.    The  resuU  was  that  wheat  was  im- 
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ported  from  California  and  landed  in  the 
stores  at  Sydney  for  los.  per  ton — that  is 
less  than  one-half  of  the  price  which  the 
local  farmer  would  have  to  pay  for  the  car- 
riage of  his  produce  to  the  metropolitan 
markets.  And  what  happened  in  New 
South  Wales  would  happen  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  if  its  ports  were  thrown 
open  to  the  world  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Cereals,  not  chaiF. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— It  applies  to  all 
kinds  of  fodder. 

Mr.  Hedges. — No. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Well,  my  experience 
is  different  from,  that  of  my  honorable 
friend.  To  my  personal  knowledge  chaff 
and  compressed  fodder  have  been  dumped 
upon  the  wharfs  of  Sydney  from  New 
Zealand,  Argentina,  and  California.  The 
effect  of  those  importati(»is  cm  the  local  mar- 
ket for  cereals  was  that  the  millers  with- 
drew riieir  country  buyers,  snapped  their 
fingers  at  the  farmers  of  New  South  Wales, 
and  said  to  them,  "  We  will  not  buy  your 
wheat  unless  you  accept  our  price,  because 
we  can  buy  wheat  abroad  at  so  much  less 
than  you  want,  and  the  sea  carriage  costs 
50  per  cent,  less  than  the  land  carriage." 
In  normal  times  the  duties  on  fodder  do 
affect,  and  benefidally  affect,  the  local 
producers.  Some  honorable  members  ap- 
pear to  think  only  one  class  of  the  com- 
murrlty  is  suffering— the  pastoralists — 
and  that  the  farmers  are  going  to  rob 
them.  Now  it  is  the  farmers  who  are  suf- 
fering to-day,  and  it  is  for  them  I  am  plead- 
ing with  honorable  members. 

Mr.  Hedges. — We  will  vote  with  the 
honorable  member  if  he  will  allow  a  divi- 
sion to  be  taken. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  not  get  any  more  votes  by 
speaking. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Xo;  he  may  get  fewer 
votes. 

Mr.  CHANTER.  .—  Whilst  there  are 
some  honorable  members  who  are  sincerelv 
supporting  my  amendment,  there  are  others 
who  are  only  supporting  it  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  dutv  afterwards. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— That  is  honest.  I 
want  h(»iorable  members  generally  to  under- 
stand what  is  sought  to  be  done.  T  claim 
the  votes  of  those  who  think  that  it  is  bet- 
ter to  suspend  the  duty  for  six  months 
than  not  at  all.  I  ask  them  to  stand  bv 
me  and  to  resist  the  att^pt  to  repeal  the 
duty.     I  desire  to  remove  one  impression 
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which  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders 
left  by  his  speech,  and  I  am  glad  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Gippsland  is  here 
to  corroborate  my  statement.  There  is  a 
strong  sympathetic  feeling  between  the 
farmers  of  Gippsland  and  those  of  the 
mallee  country.  Why  ?  It  was  because  the 
Gippsland  fanners  having  been  visited  by  a 
disastrous  fire,  which  practically  d^tioyed 
their  homesteads,  the  Wimmera  farmers 
extended  them  a  helping  hand  by  say- 
ing to  them,  "  Send  us  along  your  stock, 
and  we  will  provide  it  with  grass  until  you 
recover  from  the  effects  of  the  calamity 
which  now  affects  you."  As  a  result,  when 
the^  Mallee  farmers  in  their  turn  were  suf- 
fering from  a  severe  drought,  the  farmers 
of  Gippsland  extended  to  them  reciprocal 
treatment.  That  period,  however,  has 
passed.  Can  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  point  to  a  single  individual  in  Vic- 
toria who  has  provided  free  grass  for  starv- 
uig  stock  this  year? 

Mr.  Hedges.— Had  the  farmers  here  the 
grass  to  give? 

Mr.  CHANTER— Yes. 
Mr.  PoYNTON.— Whv  should  they  pro- 
vide free  grass  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— At  least  it  would 
show  humanity  on  their  part. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— But  why  should  they 
provide  free  grass  ? 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  am  merely  replv-hg 
to  the  statement  of  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  that  there  was  no  necessity  to 
suspend  the  operaticm  of  this  duty,  because 
those  who  possessed  stock  but  ha^  no  grass 
were  always  invited  by  those  who  had  grass 
to  place  their  starving  stock  upon  it:  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  was  in  Gippsland  during 
the  early  portion  of  this  year — the  honor- 
able member  for  Gippsland  is  in  a  position 
to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  my  statement, 
— and  whilst  there  a  paddock  was  pointed 
out  to  me  which  was  imder  lease  for  six 
months  to  a  Riverina  grazier  who  was  pay- 
ing 30s.  an  acre  for  it.    Everylx>dy  knows 
that  extremely  high  prices  are  being  asked 
for  the  use  of  such  paddocks.    Only  last 
week  I  was  interviewed  in  the  parliamen- 
tary buildings  by  a  ruined  dairy  farmer, 
who  inform^  me  that,  after  having  paid 
fOT  a  considerable  period  the  sum  of  ^8 
per  ton  for  chaff  with  which  to  feed  his 
100  head  of  dairy  cattle,  which  had  cost 
him  j£6  each,  he  was  obliged  to  put  them 
in  the  saleyards,  where  they  realized  only 
25s.  per  head.    I  recognise  that  the  meni- 
bers  of  the  Opposition  inteid  to  support 
my  amendment,  butglizankysuTO^^lj^shair 
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receive  only  their  lemporarj-  aiastance,  in- 
asmuch as  they  subsequently  intend  to  vote 
in  favour  of  placing  hay  and  chaff  upon 
the  free  list  for  aJl  time. 

Mr.  McWILLlAMS  (Franklin)  U-SSl 
— I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Riverina.  I  frankly 
confess  that  1  am  unable  to  see  that  a  duty 
upon  hay  and  chaff  ever  beoMnes  operative. 
During  the  past  six  months  these  articles 
'have  been  free  of  duty,  and  yet  not  a  ton 
of  them  has  been  imported.  But  this  Par- 
liament, having  deliberiUely  adopted  a 
pol'cy  of  protection,  it  should  be  api^ied 
fairly  all  round.  We  have  piled  up 
duties  upOT  almost  every  article  used  by 
the  farmer,  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
consistently  refuse  to  sanction  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  dutv  upon  hay  and  chaff.  ■  Of 
course,  we  all  recognise  that  in  ordinary 
years  such  a  duty  will  be  entirelv  inopera- 
tive. But,  when  a  drought  ccxnes  along,  I 
do  rfbt  think  that  we  ought  to  give  the 
primarv  producers  in  one  State  an  advan- 
tage which  in  some  cases  leads  to  the  abso- 
lute impoverishment  of  farmers  in  other 
States.  The  claim  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina,  that  there  is  one  portion 
of  Austmlia  suffering  from  a  drought, 
who'ie  special  requirements  ought  to  be  met, 
is,  I  think,  a  fair  ome. 

Amendment  ?(^reed  to. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [4.50].— I 
should  now  like  the  Treasurer  to  act  con- 
sistently by  olacing  hay  and  chaff  upon  the 
free  list.  I  understand  that  some  honor- 
able memliers  think  it  is  wise  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  a  duty  upon  these  commo- 
dities for  a  period  of  six  months.  T  should 
like  to  know  why  it  is  wise  to  adopt  that 
course? 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  honorable  member 
'should  think  it  out  for  himself. 

Mr.  KKIXY.— T  should  like  the  honor- 
able member's  intelligence  to  render  me  a. 
little  assistance. 

Mr.  Hedges. — It  would  do  the  honor- 
able member  good. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
was  anxious  to  sus^^nd  the  operation  of  a 
duty  upon  hay  and  chaff  for  a  period  of 
six  months.  To  be  consistent,  therefore, 
he  must  now  vote  in  favour  of  placing  these 
commodities  upMi  the  free  list. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  supported  the 
proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  merelv  as  a  compromise. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Do  I  understand  that 
honorable  members  arrive  at  compromises 


outside  of  this  chamber  without  explaining 
to  their  constituents  the  bases  upon  which 
those' ccttnprcKnises  rest?  If  the  principle 
be  good  that  a  duty  should  not  be  col- 
lected upon  hay  and  chaff  for  six 
months  

Mr.  Heehses. — In  normal  times  a  duty 
has  to  be  paid  upon  them. 

Mr.  KELLY. — In  normal  times,  when 
we  are  producipg  more  hay  and  chaff  than 
we  require,  it  is  right  to  levy  a  duty  upon 
those  ccHnmodities  ?  There  will  certainly 
be  no  imp(»ts  then  I 

Sir  John  Fohsest. — There  are  no  im- 
ports IK>W. 

Mr.  KELLY— Then  why  does  the  right 
honorable  member  wish  to  impose  a  duty 
upon  hay  and  chaff? 

Sir  John  Fohiiest. — To  encourage  pro- 
duction. 

Mr.  KELLY.— This  is  one  of  those 
occasions  when  an  innocent  memt)er  UKe 
myself  has  his  intelligence  strained  to  the 
utmost  in  an  endeavour  to  follow  the  coti- 
promise  arrived  at.    I  carmot  understand  it. 

Mr.  Hedges. — That  is  not  our  fault. 

Mr.  RELLY. — I  am  sure  that  it  is  not. 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  follow  the  h<xior- 
able  member  al(xig  the  tortuous  path  by 
which  he  reached '  his  cwnpromises  1  If 
it  be  a  good  thing  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  a  duty  for  six  nnonths,  would  it  not 
be  equally  a  good  thing  to  suspend  its 
operation  entirely?  Irrespective  of  what 
action  hcHiorable  members  may  take  in 
accordance  with  some  compromise,  of  the 
terms  of  which  I  am  not  cc^isant,  I  wish 
to  say  that  a  majority  of  this  Committee 
is  opposed  to  the  duty  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  levy  upon  hay  and  chaff. 

Sir  John  Foskest. — Upon  a  previous 
occasion  there  was  a  maj(»^ty  of  <»ily  one 
against  the  proposal. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Upcwi  that  occasion  there 
was  a  majority  of  four  against  it,  and  there 
is  a  larger  majority  now. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  the  whole  of 
the  absent  members  of  the  Committee  were 
not  "  paired  *'  upon  a  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  KELLY. — That  is  quite  true. 
There  were  five  members  absent  who  were 
not  paired,  four  of  whom  would  have  voted 
in  favour  of  placing  hav  and  chaff  upon 
the  free  list.  If,  upon  that  occasion,  there 
were  a  m-ijority  of  four  members  in  favour 
of  the  adoption  of  that  course,  that  num- 
ber has  increased  to  eipht  or  nine  now.  Upon 
a  nuestion  of  this  kind — seeing  that  we  de- 
finitely know  the  opinions  of  hcmorable 
membos — it  is  ob^iz£ai^  fthai^iii^Lfibsentee 
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should  be  **  paired."  I  am  sure  that  in 
these  democratic  days,  honorable  members 
do  not  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  occasionally  result  in  some 
hwiorable  members  being  absent  unpaired 
to  sneak  through  something  which  is  not 
in  accord  with  the  expressed  opinions  of 
the  majority. 

Mr.  Chanter. — It  is  the  duty  of  hcmor- 
able  members  to  be  here. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  quite  agree  with  the 
hoo(»able  member.  But,  at  the  present 
time,  we  are  more  concerned  with  what  is 
the  will  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chanter. — This  House  will  express 
the  will  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Seeing  that  proper  notice 
has  been  given  of  the  business  to  be  con- 
sidered, it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  pro- 
posal to  levy  a  duty  upon  these  ccKnmodi- 
ties  is  being  "sneaked  through." 

Mr.  KELLY.-— My  honorable  friend 
knows  perfectly  well  that  honorable  mem- 
bers are  not  always  cognisant  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  business  which  is  to  ^gage  our 
attention. 

Mr.  Chanter. — They  knew  that  there 
was  to  be  no  other  btuiness  but  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate's  requests  on  the 
Customs  Tariff  Bill. 

Mr.  KELLY. — My  point  is  that  there  is 
a  majority  opposed  to  a  duty  on  hay  and 
chaff,  and  while  it  may  be  considered  smart 
to  refuse  to  pair  up  the  whole  Committee, 
it  is  not  the  kind  of  thing  I  care  to  be 
mixed  up  in.  On  important  questions  the 
whole  Committee  should  be  paired,  if  the 
views  of  hoocn^ble  members  can  be  ascer- 
tained. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— Who  is  to  blame? 
The  hcmorable  member  must  not  expect 
members  who  are  here  to  stand  out. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  on  several  occa- 
sions stood  out  to  pair  with  an  absent 
member  whose  opinion  I  knew.  I  did  so 
to  facilitate  the  true  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  people. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  know  how 
any  one  will  vote. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  right  honorable 
gentleman  is  assuming  an  innocence  which 
he  does  not  possess.  He  knows  how  a  good 
many  will  vote. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No  one  has  told  me 
that  he  intends  to  vote  in  a  certain  way. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Has  the  honornble 
member  talked  until  he  has  got  his  num- 
bers? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  offer  to  make  a  fair 
bargain  with  the  Treasurer. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  make  bar- 
gains. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
occasionally  does  not  keep  his  bargains, 
though  he  often  makes  them.  If  he  sus- 
pects that  I  have  the  numbers,  let  it  be 
proved  by  pairing  up  the  whole  Oxmnittee. 
I  cannot  understand  his  acti(»i  in  refusing 
pairs,  unless  it  be  due  to  &  determination 
to  sneak  through  this  duty,  notwithstand- 
ing the  popular  objection  to  it.  If  Minis- 
ters take  advantage  of  the  temporary  ab- 
sence of  SOTne  honorable  members,  they 
must  salve  their  own  consciences.  I  give 
them  warning  that  this  is  not  the  last  that 
will  be  heard  of  the  matter,  but  that  the 
questim  will  be  tested  again  later,  on  a 
proposal  to  reconunit.  I  understand  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  move  for  a  recommittal. 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  h&s  acted 
fairly. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  done 

anything. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Tbe  Government 
Whip  will  not  give  pairs. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not  inter- 
fered, but  have  left  matters  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  KELLY.  —  Does  the  Treasurer 
agree  to  the  pairing  up  of  the  whole  C«n- 
mittee?  If  the  division  about  to  be  taken 
is  lost,  another  opportunity  will  be  made 
to  secure  the  true  expressitxi  of  the  will  of 
the  people  on  this  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  it  go. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5.10]. — It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Trea- 
surer to  say  "  Let  it  go  " ;  I  wish  to  pro- 
test against  the  acticm  of  the  Government 
in  treating  us  scurvily  in  the  matter  of 
pairs.  The  fact  is  that  the  Committee  as  a 
whole  is  opposed  to  the  duty,  but,  owing, 
to  unfortunate  circumstances  beyond  con- 
■trol,  the  vote  about  to  be  taken  is  likely 
to  go  in  favour  of  the  Government.  There- 
fore I,  for  one,  shall  not  be  content  with 
the  result,  and  intend  to  take  advantage 
of  a  subsequent  occasi<Hi  to  ascertain  the 
mind  of  the  Committee.  There  are 
"six  or  seven  members  away,  fc«"  whom 
we  cannot  obtain  pairs.  This  is 
scurvy  treatment  from  members  who 
live  in  or  close  to  Melbourne,  seeing 
that  many  other  members  have  to  travel 
thousands  of  miles  to  get  here.  Incidents 
like  this  make  one  wish  that  Parliament 
was  meeting  far  from  Melbourne,  so  that 
members  would  have  to  share  alike  the  in- 
convenience of  trGlB^IHn]^  ^^^^i^inces 
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from  their  homes  to  attend  its  sittings. 

They  would  then  have  to  meet  us  in  a 

fairer  spirit. 

Mr.  HUGHES  (West  Sydney)  [s-u]-— 

I  regret  that  I  was  not  present  to  vote 

against  the  proposal  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Riverina  to  postpone  the  operation 

of  the  duty  until  November.    It  was  most 

illogical  for  him  to  ask  for  a  postponement 

of  the  duty  merely  because  there  is  now  a   Groom,  L.  E. 

drought  in  the  Riverina.      A  short  time    Hedges,  W  N. 

hence  there  may  be  a  drought  elsewhere. 
Either  there  should  be  no  duty,  or  a  duty 

should  be  imposed  at  once,  as  in'  the  case 

of  other  articles.  At  the  present  time,  owing 
to  the  recent  bountiful  rains  and  warm 
weather,  abundance  of  fodder  is  obtainable 
Ml  the  New  South  Wales  coast,  the  people 
there  having,  not  only  encmgh  for  their  own 
requirements,  but  also  plenty  to  sell.  The 
honorable  member  for  Riverina,  however, 
objects  to  them  making  a  fair  profit  by 
selling  to  his  constituents,  and  has  pro- 
posed the  postponement  of  the  operation  of 
the  duty  until  November,  by  which  time  he 
hopes  that  Providence,  which  is  apparently 
overlooking  his  district  now,  will  have  sent  ^i'g^er.'T 
rain  there.    I  emphatically  protest  against    poyntoa,  A. 
this  postponeihent.    The  proposal  to  make 
hay  and  cha£F  dutiable  is  absurd,  because 
any  duty  can  operate  only  at  the  expense  of 
pastoralists  and  dairymen  who  are  suffering 
by  reas(xi  of  drought.  The  proposed  duty,  if 
operative  at  all,  will  be  operative  in  favour 
of,  perhaps,  one  State  when  s(xne,  or  per- 
haps all,  of  the  others  are  suffering.  The 
Minister  might  fairly  take  up  a  more 
liberal  attitude.     It  is  upon  the  pastoral 
and  agricultural  industries  that  the  pros- 
perity of  this  country  is  becoming  more  and 
more  dependent.    Every  year  the  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  dairying  is  increas- 
ing, and  it  is  impossible  to  make  dairying 
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Questi<xi  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested    amendment,    as  modiSed, 
made. 

Item  79.    Matches  and  Vestas  of  all  kinds : — 


(D)  When  in  boxes  with  matter  thereon  ad. 
Tertising  any  commodity  other  than 
the  matches  contained  therein.    .  . 
Reguest.—lnseit    after    "with"    the  word 
printed";    leave  ont  *' advertising  any  com- 


pay  during  perMs.of  drought  in  the  fa«  J^^^,  ^  'rtltar/ 

of  high  fodder  duties.  The  recent  expen-  jn  ^od  insert  "  other  than  the  manufacturer's 
ence  of  Sydney  is  that  scarcity  of  fodder  ...         .  .     ■  .■  .  ^ 


increases  the  price  of  milk  to  the  people. 
If  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  duty  are 
defeated  on  this  occasion,  and'  a  recom- 
mittal is  moved  for,  T  shall  vote  for  it. 
Question — That   the   requested  amend- 


name  and  address  and  description  of  the  article 
contained  therein." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.23]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  made. 
The  proposed  amendment  has  been  found 


ment,  as  modified,  making  the  duty  on  necessary  to  avoid  the  confusion  which  has 
Hay  and  Chaff,  per  cwt.,  is.,  on  and  arisen  as  to  what  is  advertising  matter  and 
after  ist  November.  1908   (item  67),  be   what  is  not.     Matches  are  now  being  im 


made — put. 

Ayes 
Noes 


The  Coramitee  divided. 


Majority 


ported  bearing  such  names  as  Fry's 
23  Matches,"  &c. ;  although  the  advertising  in- 
18         tention  of  such  narking  is  self-evident,  i( 

  has  been  found  extremelv  difficult  to  draw 

5         aline  between  «hat_^  is  ^^J^^^  "Ot  ad, 
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vertising  matter,  and  the  original  intention 
of  ttie  item  will  be  made  clear  by  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.25]. — The  importers  should  have 
at  least  some  notice  of  the  iwoposed  al- 
teration. We  cannot  expect  the  manufac- 
turers abroad  to  anticipate  the  will  of  Par- 
liament in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  In  con- 
nexion with  another  request  relating  to  the 
same  item,  the  Senate  proposes  that  the 
amendment  shall  not  take  effect  until  1st 
September  next. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Let  us  give  the  same  notice 
in  this  case. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— A  longer 
notice  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Watson.—  I  think  that  the  amend- 
ment  requested  by  the  Senate  would  liber- 
alize the  item  from  the  stand-point  of  the 
importers. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Matxrhes 
bearing  certain  printing,  not  advertising, 
have  hitherto  been  dutiable  at  a  ^ven  rate, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  that  when 
they  are  so  labelled  they  shall  be 
liable  to  an  additiimal  duty  —  that 
nothing  more  than  the  manufacturer's 
name  and  address  and  a  descripticai  of  the 
article  contained  therein  shall  appear  upon 
the  boxes  coming  under  the  lower  duty. 
The  Treasurer  referred  to  the  name  "  Fry's 
Matches,"  appearing  on  certain  boxes,  as 
indicating  a  desh-e  to  advertise  a  finn  that 
was  not  the  actual  manufacturer  of  the 
goods.  Manufacturers  abroad  may  have 
placed  on  boxes,  intended  for  export  to 
Australia,  other  particulars  which  were  not 
considered  to  orane  within  the  category 
of  advertising  matter  under  the  item  as 
it  originally  stood. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — The  impcffters 
knew  all  about  our  intention  in  this  re- 
gard. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  But 
manufacturers  in  far  off  countries  have  not 
had  time  to  comply  with  the  proposed  at- 
teration.  We  should  at  least  give  reason- 
able notice. 

Mr.  Watson. — We  had  better  stand  by 
the  item  as  it  left  this  House. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  should 
not  object  to  that.  I  think  that  the  ori- 
ginal intention  of  the  House  was  that  bc«es 
admitted  at  the  lower  rate  should  not  have 
printed  upon  them  advertising  matter  not 
relating  to  the  contents. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  departmental 
officers  say  that  the  original  provision  does 
not  work  well. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  would 
urge  the  Treasurer  either  to  invite  the  Com- 
mittee to  stand  by  the  item  as  originally 
passed  by  us  or  to  agree  to  the  request 
with  the  addition  of  certain  words  giving 
due  notice  of  the  change. 

Mr.  WATSON  (South  Sydney)  [5.30].- 
Tbe  Treasurer  might  well  consider  the 
advisableness  of  standing  by  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  paragrai^i  as  passed  by  us. 
So  l«)g  as  the  printed  matter  appearing  on 
match-boxes  is  an  hcxiest  description  of 
the  contents,  there  can  be  no  objection  to 
it. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — The  Treasurer  men-, 
tinned  that  matches  were  laSeTled  "  Fry's 
Matches,"  with  a  desire,  apparently,  to  ad- 
v^tise  Fry's  cocoa. 

Mr.  WATSON— Such  a  label  would, 
undoubtedly,  be  an  advertisement,  since  it 
would  refer  to  other  than  the  actual  manu- 
facturers of  the  goods.  The  Department 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
persons  who  attempted  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  the  proper  duty  by  resorting  to  such 
methods.  Any  printed  matter,  in  order 
tD  be  outside  the  provision  against  adver- 
tising, must  necessarily  relate  to  the  goods 
within  the  boxes.  I  agree  with  the  hwi- 
orable  member  for  North  Sydn^  that,  if 
.wi  are  going  to  make  the  requested  amend- 
ment, we  should  give  reasonable  notice, 
biit  I  would  remind  him  that  if  we  pro- 
vide that  this  amendment  shall  not  take 
effect  until  ist  September  next,  the  extra 
duty  that  has  been  collected  under  the  para- 
graph, up  to  the  present  time,  will  have 
tt>  be  refunded,  since  there  will  be  no 
authority  for  its  collection.  I  therefcMre 
prefer  to  stand  by  the  item  as  it  left  this 
House. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — All  duties  have 
been  collected  without  authority. 

Mr.  WATSOK.— That  is  scarcely  cor- 
rect ;  a  resolution  of  the  House  is  held  to 
h".  sufficient  authority  for  the  collection  of 
duties.  If  we  specially  provide  that  in 
this  case  the  duty  shall  not  be  collected  un- 
til ist  September  next,  a  refund  of  any 
duty  already  collected  will  have  to  be  made. 
T  think  that  we  ought  to  carry  the  para- 
graph as  originally  passed  by  us.  The 
phraseology  of  the  paragraph  as  passed  by 
us  would  cover  any  attempt  to  advertise 
something  other  than  the  actual  contents 
of  the  packages. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.33]. — I  do  not  think  that  there 
would  be  any  necessity  to  make  any  refund 
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if  notice  were  given,  as  suggested.  I  have 
no  feeling  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but 
the  Department  urges  very  strongly  that  the 
amendment  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  honcwable 
member  a  slave  to  his  Department  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  not  at 
the  head  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  but  I  have  a  very  great  regard 
for  it.  I  have  been  asked,  for  depart- 
mental reasons,  to  invite  the  Committee  to 
make  the  ammdment  requested  Any- 
thing that  will  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
Department  without  having  a  harmful  ef- 
.fect  should  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  we  agreed  to  tRis 
amendment,  and  gave  no  notice  of  the  al- 
teraticxi,  harm  would  be  done. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  objection  to  the.  insertion 
of  the  words  "  On  and  after  ist  September, 
1908,"  although  I  am  inf(M:med  that  the 
importers  have  long  been  aware  of  our  in- 
tention to  make  this  alteraticHi.  My  de- 
sire is  to  meet  the  views  of  hmoraUe  man- 
bers. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — A  longer  notice 
than  the  Treasurer  has  just  mentioned  is 
necessary. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  think 
so;  but  some  alteration  of  the  wc»'ding  is. 
necessary.     The  duty  is  imposed  now. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  notice  is  given  there 
will  have  to  be  a  refund  of  the  duty 
collected  up  to  the  time  the  proposed  pro- 
vision CMnes  into  force. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  informed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Department  that  that 
is  not  so. 

Mr.  Watson. — There  must  be  some 
authority  for  the  collection  of  a  dutv  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  authority 
for  the  collection  of  th-ls  dutv  is  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Tariff  by  this' House. 

Mr,  Watson. — But  if  the  item  is  altered 
in  the  way  proposed  and  the  alteration  is 
to  come  into  effect  only  on  the  ist  Septem- 
ber, there  will  have  been  no  authority  for 
the  collection  of  the  duty  up  to  that  date. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  admit  that 
the  alteration  of  the  wording  would  not 
take  effect  until  the  date  fixed,  but  it  would 
have  no  effect  upon  the  operation  of  the 
duty.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  to 
meet  the  objection  raised  by  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  we  should  add 
to  paragraph  d  of  the  item  as  it  passed 
this  House  the  words,  "  and  on  and  after 

t  September,  1908,"  and  then  the  wwds 


of  the  Senate's  request.  That  would  not 
affect  the  duty  in  any  way. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  <North 
Sydney)  [5.36]. — That  would  not  alto- 
gether meet  my  objectimi.  This  may  be 
considered  a  small  matter  from  one  point 
of  view,  but  frcMn  another  it  is  very  im- 
portant. I  point  out,  in  additiwi  to  what 
I  said  before,  that  the  proposed  amendment 
would  prevent  a  manufacturing  firm  print- 
ing its  r^stered  brand  on  goods  imported 
to  Austral  ia.  That  is  a  most  drastic 
step  to  take.  We  permit  firms  to 
register  brands  and  print  them  on 
packets  containing  their  goodfs,  but  the 
proposed  amendment  would  prevent  the 
printing  on  match-boxes  of  the  brands  by 
which  the  manufactures  of  certain  firms 
have  been  known  for  years,  if  the  goods 
are  imported.  The  brand  by  which  the 
matehes  made  by  c^ain  manufacturers 
might  be  known  might  be  a  pyramid,  a 
diamond,  cfr  a  star,  or  any  other  device, 
but  it  could  not  under  the  proposed  amend- 
ment be  imprinted  on  boxes  of  imported 
matches.  The  proposal  is  that  without  a 
penalty  nothing  can  be  printed  on  the  box 
but  the  manufacturer's  name  and  address 
and  a  description  of  the  article  attained 
therein.  That  is  an  extraordinary  Customs 
provist«i. 

Mr.  Saucon. — If  they  are  allowed  to 
print  their  registered  brand  on  the  boxes, 
they  should  also  state  the  country  of  origin. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
would  be  no  objection  to  that,  but  that 
could  not  be  done  under  the  amendment  of 
the  item  proposed  in  the  Senate's  request. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  know  that  the  importers  are  now 
breaking  the  spirit  of  the  item  as  carried 
by  this  House? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Does  the 
honorable  member  believe  that  the  manu- 
facturers of  matches  exptnted  to  Australia 
should  be  prevented  from  putting  on  the 
boxes  in  which  they  are  contained  their  re- 
gistered brand  which  has  always  accom- 
panied their  name,  and  has  hitherto  ap- 
peared on  packages  containing  their  goods? 

Mr.  Salmon. — That  is  a  different  thing 
altogether. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  nm- 
posed  am«idment  would  prevent  that. 
Whilst  the  provision  mi^ht  be  intended  to 
orevent  a  vendw  of  tobacco  adverrismg 
his  particular  brand  of  tobacco  on  m.-tch- 
boxes  

Mr.  Watson. — Would  not  that  obviously 
be  an  advertisement  for  the  tobacco? 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  should 
say  so;  and  as  such  it  would  be  covered 
by  the  form  in  which  the  item  left  this 
House.  There  are  of  course  two  views  as 
to  whether  it  is  desirable  to  prevent  that 
kind  of  thing,  but  surely  we  do  not  wish 
to  take  the  extreme  step  of  preventing  a 
firm  that  has  been  exporting  matches  to 
Australia,  for  perhaps  a  score  of  years, 
printing  its  distinctive  brand  upon  the  boxes 
in  which  they  are  contained?  I  should  say 
that  no  such  propositicxi  was  ever  before 
made  in  ccxmexicMi  with  a  Tariff. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^Would  the  honor- 
able gentleman's  objecti(m  in  that  regard 
be  met  inserting  after  the  Word  "  name  " 
the  words  *' trade  mark"?  I  think  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
would  certainly  be  an  improvement.  1 
think  there  should  also  be  a  postpcxiement 
of  the  operatiwi  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment in  this  case,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
next  request,  to  at  least  the  end  of  the  year, 
to  give  impcxters  suflScient  time  to  provide 
for  the  printing  of  new  labels  and  to  trans- 
port goods  to  Australia  by  sailing  vessel. 

Mr.  Watson. — They  would  not  need  to 
order  any  goods  now,  the  printing  on  which 
could  not  be  altered  in  accordance  with  the 
proposed  amendment  before  September. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  im- 
porters would  not  send  their  orders  until 
Parliament  decided  the  conditions  whidi 
were  to  be  imposed. 

Mr.  Watson. — If  the  proposed  altera- 
tion of  the  wording  were  agreed  upon  now 
the  importers  would  have  plenty  of  time  be- 
fore September  to  clear  all  the  present 
fM-ders. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  thev 
will  need  to  send  orders,  and  fresh 
labels  will  havfe  to  be  printed,  and  the 
goods  specially  put  up  to  execute  the  new 
orders,  and  if  those  goods  are  to  be  shipped 
to  Australia  by  sailing  vessel,  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  ist  September  would  not 
give  the  importers  sufficient  time.  In  anv 
case,  a  few  months  earlier  or  later  in  this 
matter  is  of  no  consequence  to  the  Cus- 
toms Department  or  to  the  Treasurer, 
_  Mr.  Batchelos. — ^The  proposed  altera- 
tion was  carried  some  time  ago  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  the 
importers  would  not  take  action  upon  that, 
knowing  that  the  carrying  of  the  proposal 
in  the  Senate  did  not  make  it  law.   A  post- 


ponement of  the  operation  of  the  proposed 
amendment  for  two  or  three  months  would 
not  involve  any  serious  loss  of  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— It  would  in  the 
case  of  the  next  request,  which  involves  an 
alteration  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  I 
point  out  that  the  Minister  does  not  want 
the  revenue  that  would  be  derived  in  these 
cases.  He  is  prepared  to  permit  the  im- 
porters to  escape  the  payment  of  the  duty 
proposed  if  they  are  careful  to  print  only 
certain  specific  things  on  the  bores  con- 
Uming  the  matches,  and  to  comply,  in  the 
case  of  the  next  request,  with  the  pro- 
vision  as  to  the  number  of  matches  con- 
tained in  a  box.  In  the  circumstances,  l' 
ask  that  the  importer  should  be  given  fair 
Siff  requirements  of  the 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  fc  4^1  _i 
hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  agrie  to  anv 
proposal  to  revert  to  the  wording  of  the 
item  as  it  passed  this  House.  Under  that 
wording,  the  Customs  Department  found  it 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  wish  of  the 
House.  Honorable  members  are  aware  that 
the  intention  was  to  prevent  firms  carrvine 
on  business  here,  and  drawing  froi 
Australia  virtually  the  whole  of  t™ 
returns,  having  their  advertising  matter 
printed  -ji  other  parts  of  the  world, 
in  such  countries  as  Germany  and 
Sweden.  Some  firms  have  found  it 
possible  to  evade  the  wording  of  the  item 
as  It  passed  this  House,  by  printing  in 
front  of  the  word  "matches"  the  name 
ot  the  particular  commodity  they  had  been 
previously  accustomed  to  advertise  in  this 
way.  I  fail  to  understand  why  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydnev  should  ask 
that  these  firms  should  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue this  practice  for  another  three 
mcMiths. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— This  is  a  new 
proposal,  and  the  importers  should  be  given 
due  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  is  a  long  time  since 
the  matter  was  discussed  in  the  Senate,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  every  one  of  the  im- 
porters knows  that  the  alteration  was  pro- 
posed m  the  Senate  in  order  to  prevait 
evasion  of  the  spirit  of  the  item  as  carried 
hv  this  House.  The  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  has  expressed  himself  as 
satisfied  if  the  manufacturer's  trade  mark, 
as  well  as  his  name  and  address,  and  the 
description  of  the  articles,  may  be  printed 
on  the  bcoes.  ^  t 
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Mr.  McWiLLiAMs.  —  The  honorable 
member  does  not  c^ject  to  manufacturers 
being  allowed  to  advertise  their  own  trade 
mark? 

Mr.  SALMON. — No;  the  makers  of  the 
matches  should  be  permitted  to  advertise 
their  own  trade  mark,  but  I  believe  that 
honorable  members  generally  object  to 
firms  deriving  the  chief  profits  of 
their  business  in  Australia  getting 
their  advertising  matter  printed  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  where  it  can  be 
done  more  cheaply  than  in  Australia,  and 
where  it  is  done  under  conditions  which 
Australian  workmen  would  not  care  to  ob- 
serve. In  the  circumstances,  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  any  post- 
ponement of  the  matter,  bat  will  adopt  the 
Senate's  request. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.49]. — It  has  been  suggested  to 
me,  tiiough  I  must  say  that  I  tiiink  it  is  a 
rather  cumberscHne  way  of  dialing  with  the 
matter,  that  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
accept  the  proposed  amendment  in  the  form 
proposed,  with  an  additiwi  which  would  in- 
volve a  repetition  of  the  wording  with  cer- 
tain alterations.  I  intend  to  withdraw  my 
present  proposal,  and  submit  another  one, 
which  will  meet  the  case. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made, 
but  that  the  following  modification  be  inserted 
to  follow  present  paragraph  D  : — "  And  on  and 
after  ist  October,  i9o8~-{D)  When  in  boxes  with 
printed  matter  thereon  other  than  the  manufac- 
turer's name,  trade-mark,  and  address,  and  de- 
scription of  the  article  contained  therein,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  duties  set  out  in  (A),  (b)_  and  (c) 
above,  per  gross  of  boxes  (General  Tariff),  yd. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  6d." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.53]-  —  I  understand  that  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  Minister  will 
not  operate  until  the  ist  of  October. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5-S4]— I 
feel  that  the  Committee  is  about  to  do  a 
very  grave  injury  to  a  number  of  people 
who  are  trying  to  encourage  local  manufac- 
tures. There  are  people  in  Australia  who 
are  having  the  whole  of  their  advertising 
matter  printed  in  the  country.  They  will 
he  plJiced  at  a  disadvantage  by  paying  more 
than  others  who  have  been  getting  around 
the  resolution  carried  in  this  chamber 
months  ago.  They  are  to  be  penalized  for 
six  mcxiths.  This  is  a  question  of  principle 
and  consistency.  I  am  sorrv  to  find  so 
staunch  a  protectionist  as  the  Treasurer 
giving  way  on  such  a  pcnnt,  and  I  regret 


that  a  Government  of  which  I  have  been  a 
loyal  supporter  should  adopt  such  an  atti- 
tude. Perhaps  I  should  receive  more  con- 
sideration if  I  were,  to  sit  on  the  Opposi- 
tion benches,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
to  sit  behind  the  Government  is  about  the 
surest  way  to  have  no  notice  taken  of  what 
one  desires. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  not  the  game 
tKat  it  is  "cracked  up  to  be  I" 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  wish  I  were  in  the 
position  of  the  honorable  member  for  Nwth 
Sydney,  sitting  opposite  to  the  Minister, 
and  able  to  get  'frcxn  him  without  any 
trouble  valuable  cwicessions.  In  this  case, 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  concession  involves 
a  back-down  frcHn  protectionist  principles. 
Further  than  that,  I  am  sorry  to  see  tiiis 
Committee  willing  to  assist  in  wrong- 
doing; because  we  shall,  by  adopting  thie 
Minister's  proposal,  be  assisting  those  who 
are  br^iking  the  spirit  of  the  law  if 
they  are  not  actually  breaking  the  letter 
of  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[5-58]. — I  suggest,  in  all  seriousness,  that 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  would  ab- 
solutely collapse  if  we  imported  a  few  more 
boxes  of  matches  with  advertising  matter 
upon  them  I  Having  struck  that  wamiii|( 
note,  I  trust  that  we  shall  now  be  allowed 
to  vtAe. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [5.59].— I 
take  the  oppcwtunity  of  bringing  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  what  I  consider 

to  be  a  swindle  perpetrated  by  Japanese 
manufacturers  of  matches,  who  sell  largely 
in  Sydney  boxes  on  which,  are  stamped  the 
words  "  Trade  Union."  It  is  true  that  the 
boxes  also  have  stamped  on  them,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  law,  "  Made  in  Japan." 
The  Japanese,  according  to  official  statis- 
tics, make  matches  for  less  than  id.  per 
gross  of  boxes.  In  ccmsequence  of  their 
cheap  producti(ni  they  have  absolutely 
wiped  out  the  Swedi^  matehes  on  our 
eastern  coasts.  In  England  women  and 
girls  employed  in  making  matches  were  paid 
only  2jd.  per  gross  of  boxes;  but  even  at 
that  rate  how  could  they  possibly  compete 
with  the  Japanese?  I  trust  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  submit  their  proposal  in  stidr 
a  way  that  no  favours  will  be  conferred 
upon  persOTis  who  have  their  advertising 
done  6r\  these  cheap  foreign  match-boxes. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — They  are  blocked 
bv  the  Department  as  far  as  the}-  can  be 
blocked. 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — But  we  must  give 
reasonable  notice.D,g„^^,,^GoOgIe 
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Mr.  MALONEY.— Those  manufacturers 
who  advertise  in  this  fashion  have  shown 
very  little  patriodsm  towards  the  country 
out  of  which  they  are  making  their  pro- 
fits. If  a  diviaon  is  called  for,  I  shall 
vote  to  give  no  more  than  two  or  three 
months'  notice.  To  give  two  months' 
notice  would  be  quite  sufficient,  because 
those  manufacturers  who  have  sent  orders 
abroad  would  be  able  to  send  cables  can> 
celling  them. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  are  only 
a  few  such  cases  as  the  hcmOTsU>lfa  mem- 
ber has  named.  The  otho^  are  genuine 
cases. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  have  seen  a  con- 
siderable number  of  matchbox  labels,  and 
the  majwity  of  them  are  of  the  character 
that  I  have  described. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  are  a 
number  of  legitimate  shippers  not  adver- 
tising other  people's  goods  whom  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Minister  will  alfect. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Who  are  they? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  are  such 
firms  as  Bryant  and  May,  Bell  and  Black, 
and  others. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  majority  of  the 
cases  are  of  the  other  description.  I  have 
seen  an  album  cmtaining  about  100  differ- 
ent advertising  labels  printed  abroad. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  are  not 
being  brought  in  now. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— What  I  want  to  do  is 
to  prevent  the  people  concerned  from  having 
the  time  up  to  October  to  carry  on  that 
sort  of  business  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 
Does  the  hcMiorable  meoiber  for  North  Syd- 
ney mean  that  if  the  proposal  of  the  Min- 
ister is  passed,  that  sort  of  advertising 
will  be  ptevedied  up  to  the  ist  of  October 
next?   I  want  to  prevent  it  altc^iether. 

Sir  WitUAM  Lyne. — ^It  is  all  a  storm 
in  a  teapot. 

Mr.  MALONEY.  —  I  understood  the 
honorable  member  to  say  that  these  labels 
would  be  admitted  up  to  October  next 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson, — What  I  say  is 
that  a  large  number  of  the  labels  that  the 
honorable  member  refers  to  have  been 
stopped. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Let  us  stop  them  for 
good  and  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.5]. — This  is  a  matter  which  is 
not  really  of  very  vital  importanoe.  Under 
the  Tariff  as  it  left  this  Chamber,  these 
duties  have  been  collected ;  and,  presum- 
ably, as  the  Tariff  will  have  to  go  back  to 
the  Senate,  these  duties  will  remain  in  force 


for  some  time  longer.  The  statement  I  have 
from  the  Department  is  that  the  practice 
complained  erf  is  being  prevented  as  far  as 
possible,  and  that,  in  spite  of  considerable 
difficulty,  the  efforts  are  to  a  great  extent 
successful.  During  the  interval  the  Depart- 
,nient  will  have  to  do  the  best  they  can  to 
deal  with  the  few  persons  who  are  carrying 
on  the  practice.  But  from  October  the 
offence  will  not  be  possible.  I  cannot  do 
more  than  agree  to  fix  the  liniit  at  OctcAwr. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Before  we  take  a  vote,  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  the 
statement  by  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  is  correct,  namely,  that, 
after  the  ist  October,  Bryant  anci  May's 
matches  will  not  be  admitted  in  the  boxes 
that  are  used  at  the  present  time? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6.8].— It  is  absolutely  incorrect 
to  say. that  I  made  the  statement  attributed 
to  me  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie.  What  I  said  was  that  there  were 
shippers  of  matches  who  did  not  advertise 
other  people's  goods  on  their  boxes,  and,  in 
reply  to  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne, I  instanced  Messrs.  Bryant  and 
May  and  other  firms.  Now.  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Laahecoorie  says  that  I 
stated  that  Messrs.  Bryant  and  May  would 
have  to  pay  the  higher  duty  under  this  item 
if  their  matches  came  in  in  the  ^esent 
boxes  after  the  1st  October.  I  said 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  Salmon.— When  the  honorable 
member  looks  at  Hansard  I  think  hfe  will 
find  that  he  did  say  so. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
repeated  the  statement  I  made.  I  do  not 
know  whether  such  would  be  the  case  or 
not;  but  if  the  htmorable  member  will 
show  me  the  boxes  of  matches  I  should  be 
able  to  tell  him.  If  Messrs.  Bryant  and 
May's  boxes  bear  anything  beyond  the 
manufacturer's  name  and  address,  the 
trade  mark,  and  a  descripticKi  of  the  article, 
they  win  be  excluded  from  the  lower  duty 
after  the  ist  October,  although  they  adver- 
tise nothing  else ;  and  so  with  regard  to 
the  IxKces  of  other  firms  who  do  not  adver- 
tise other  people's  goods.  This  is  an  ex- 
traordinar\'  ctmditicHi  to  Impose,  and  if  it 
must  be  imposed  let  fair  notice  be  given,  so 
that  firms  who  do  not  print  on  their  labels 
the  very  words  prescribed  shall  not  be 
penalized.  Matches  are  usually  shipped  bv 
sailing  vessels;  and  I  accept  the  notice 
suggested,  though  I  do  not^think  ijt  is  long 
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Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [6.10].— 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
correctly  stated  the  first  question  asked  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne,  and 
also  the  answer  given.  But  he  did  not 
state  the  last  question  asked  by  the  honor- 
able member.  I  was  listening  very  care- 
fully ;  and  I  heard  the  hmKN-able  member 
for  Melbourne  ask,  after  the  names  of  cer- 
tain firms  had  been  given,  "  And  will  those 
firms  practically  c«ne  under  the  provision 
after  the  ist  October?"  The  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  replied  that  they 
would. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Yes,  if  they 
differ  from  this  provision. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Have  I  misrepre- 
sented the  honorable  member? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Yes,  I  think 
the  honorable  member  has  done  so. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  asked  the  Minister 
the  question  I  did  in  order  to  give  the  hon- 
orable member  for  North  Svdney  an  oppor- 
tunity to  correct  what  I  felt  sure  was  a 
statement  he  had  not  thoroughly  considered. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  say  now  the 
same  as  I  said  before,  namely,  that  if  they 
differ  frwn  this  provision,  they  will  come 
under  it. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  say  so  when  he  was  asked  the 
question,  but  simply  answered  "  Yes." 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [6.12].— This  is 
one  of  the  most  monstrous  duties  in  the 
whole  of  the  Tariff.  Judging  from  the 
imports  of  last  year,  we  tax  the  com- 
munity to  the  extent  of  about  ^£7 1,000. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber say  that  the  community  pays  the 
1,000? 

Mr.  ■  POYNTON.— I  say  that  that  is 
what  the  community  pays  under  the  duty 
as  it  left  this  House,  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  annual  importations  of 
matches  amount  to  1,500,000  gross. 

Mr.  Watson.— We  are  not  discussing  a 
duty  on  matches,  but  a  duty  on  advertising 
matter  on  the  boxes. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— It  is  all  very  well  to 
say  that;  but  this  is  a  provision  which 
does  not  apply  as  against  local  matches. 
According  to  the  evidence  before  us,  the 
wages  paid  in  this  industry  amount  to 
;^7,6oo  a  year;  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to 
tax  the  community  to  the  extent  of  about 
;^7i,ooo.  If  that  is  not  protection  run 
mad,  I  do  not  know  what  is. 

Mr.  Watson.  —  That  duty  has  been 
passed,  and  we  cannot  alter  it. 


Mr.  POYNTON.— But  honorable  .nem- 
bers  seem  to  be  trying  to  make  the  duty 
worse  in  its  operation. 

Mr.  Watson. — No  ;  better  from  the  hOT- 
orable  member's  stand-point. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  POYNTON.  —  If  the  Treasurer 
changes  his  mind  every  twenty-four  hours, 
that  is  not  my  fault.  The  honorable 
gentleman  told  us  yesterday  that  he  sup- 
ported these  requests  in  reference  to 
matches. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  say  so;  but 
the  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
has  made  a  suggestim  which  modifies  the 
duty  in  the  direction  desired  by  the  honor- 
able meniber  for  Grev. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  was  not  aware  that 
the  Minister  had  made  a  fresh  statement  to- 
day. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment   not  made ;  but 
the  modification  made. 
Item  79.    Matches  and  Vestas  of  all  kinds  :— 

Jtequest. — Insiert  the  following  paragraph  : — 
"  (E)  When  in  boxes  upon  which  the  number 
of  Matches  contained  therein  is  not 
printed  or  stamped,  in  addition  to  the 
duties  set  out  in  (a),  (b),  (c)  above, 
per  gross  of  boxes,  on  and  after  iii 
September,  1908,  as." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea 
surer)  [6.16].— I  move — 
That  the  requested  amendment   be  made. 

This  request  was  moved  by  the  leader  ot 
the  Opposition  in  the  Senate,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  protecting  the  public  from  the  trade 
practice  of  putting  less  matches  in  bcnes 
than  they  are  supposed  to  ccmtain,  and  the 
amendment  follows  the  spirit*  of  the  Com- 
merce Act. 

Mr,  BOWDEN  (Nepean)  [6.17].— I 
suggest  that  the  date  be  altered  so  as  to- 
agree  with  the  date  fixed  in  the  case  of 
the  request  just  dealt  with.  There  may  be 
lx>xes  coming  in  which  contain  the  pFC^>er 
number  of  matches,  but  are  not  stamped  to 
that  effect. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [6. 18].— The  Treasurer  must 
know,  as  the  honorable  member  for  Nepean 
has  pointed  out,  that  boxes  may  be  anning^ 
in  containing  the  legitimate  number,  but 
not  marked  to  that  effect ;  and  it  will  take 
time  to  make  the  business  alterations  ren- 
dered necessary  by  this  provisicm. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  never  shcnild 
have  been  boxes  containirig>  less  than  the 
proper  number  ofDirtatdheiijOOgle 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But 
surely  those  who  are  importing  boxes  con- 
taining the  proper  number  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered ? 

Mr.  Watson. — A  nuHith  is  not  worth 
making  a  noise  about. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  submit 
that  the  necessary  business  alteraticms  can- 
not be  made  in  the  time  allowed. 

Mr.  Watson. — Importers  have  had  three 
or  four  mmths  already  in  which  to  have 
the  necessary  arrangements  made. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Surely  the 
h(Miorable  member  does  not  think  that  tra- 
ders take  notice  of  a  mere  proposal  in  one 
House. 

Mr.  W^ATSON. — If  they  are  wise  they 
do  take  notice. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If  they 
were  to  do  so  it  might  place  them  in  a  very 
awkward  situation.  Alterations  of  the  kind 
are  not  made  without  expense,  and  the 
whole  system  of  counting  the  matches  will 
have  to  be  altered. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  know  all 
about  the  duties  now. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But,  as 
I  said  before,  no  firm  would  be  so  foolish 
as  to  alter  their  whole  system  of  trade  be- 
cause of  a  resoluticHi  passed  by  me  House. 

Mr.  Watson. — -Those  traders  who  are 
sending  the  proper  number  of  matches  in 
each  box,  will  entail  no  loss  in  having  new 
labels  printed. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  time 
is  necessary.  Hwunrable  members  not  only 
desire  to  make  what  they  think  reforms, 
but,  apparently,  to  make  them  instantly, 
altogether  careless  as  to  the  effect  on  those 
who  have  been  conducting  the  trade.  A 
month's  delay  will  make  no  difference  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sir  WiLUAic  Lyne. — Oh,  yes  it  will. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  The 
C(xnmonwealth  does  not  desire  to  charge 
these  duties,  but  wily  to  secure  an  honest 
packing  of  boxes. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  informed  by 
the  Department  that  the  moment  this  iton 
was  passed  communication  was  made  to  the 
importers,  in  fxdet  that  they  might  mate 
arrsngements  to  meet  the  altered  circum< 
stances. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— T  am  not 
aware  of  that.  AH  I  know  is  that  those 
who  have  oxitrol  of  this  business  are  not 


here,  but  at  the  other  end  of  the  world.  I 

move — 

That  the  modification  "  but  tliat.  the  word 
'  September  *  be  left  out,  with  a  view  to  iosert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  '  October,' "  be  added. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [6.21]. 
— In  my  opinion  the  new  paragraph  ought 
tb  be  left  just  as  it  has  been  sent  down  bv 
the  Senate.  I  have  no  doubt  that  those 
manufacturers  who  have  been  supplying  the- 
proper  number  of  matches  are  aware  of 
what  the  Senate  has  been  doing,  and  have 
taken  care  to  see  that  their  labels  are  all 
right.  If  we  alter  the  date  as  proposed, 
we  shall  allow  an  extension  of  one  month  to 
those  who  have  not  been  treating  the  public 
fairly. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — People  do  not  know 
all  over  Australia  what  the  Senate  has  been 
doing. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  the  honorable 
member  were  in  business  he  would  take  a 
keen  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  both 
branches  of  Parliament,  especially  when  it 
was  dealing  with  a  Tariff.  I  am  sure  that 
he,  like  other  honorable  members,  has  re-- 
ceived  shoals  of  letters  and  circulars  from 
interested  persons. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Not  one. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Then  the  honor- 
able member  is  an  exception.  Not  only 
have  honorable- members  generally  received 
shoals  of  letters  concerning  the  Tariff,  but 
the  lobbies  of  Parliament  House  have  been 
filled  with  manufacturers  or  their  agents. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Thej-  never  bother 
me;  at  least  very  rarelv. 

Mr.  HUTCHiSON.^They  must  think 
that  the  honorable  member  is  a  hard  case. 
I  am  in  favour  of  keeping  the  new  para- 
graph as  it  is,  in  order  to  benefit  those  who 
have  been  doing  a  fair  thing  by  the  public. 
If  other  manufacturers  have  not  taken  »he 
trouble  -to  state  the  correct  jhumber  of 
matches  in  a  box,  they  deserve  to  suffer. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [6.23}.  - 
This  amendment  affords  another  example  of 
what  happens  to  a  Government  when  they 
begin  to  give  way  to  the  Opposition.  If 
Ministers  had  done  what  I  begged  them  to 
do,  they  would  have  fixed  upon  the  ist  of 
August  as  the  latest  date  for  the  first  para- 
graph to  come  into  operaticHi.  Had  they 
taken  that  (x>urse,  they  would  not  have 
fotmd  the  members  of  the  Opposition 
anxious  to  bring  this  paragraph  into  opera- 
tion on  the  same  date  as  the  previous  para- 
graph. It  is  pleaded  that  we  should  give 
to  those  who  pliami  J?<ltj&@|gpetting  a 
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sufficient  number  of  matebes  in  their  boxes 
further  time  to  swindle  the  public.  For  that 
purpose  we  are  asked  to  delay  the  opCTa- 
tiwi  of  this  paragraph  for  five  months  in- 
stead of  four  months,  as  requested  by  the 
Senate.  I  think  that  it  was  very  liberal 
indeed  in  fixing  upwi  the  ist  September  as 
the  date  mi  which  the  new  paragraph 
should  come  into  force. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  wonder  at 
the  honorable  member  making  that  state- 
ment if  he  has  read  new  paragraph  E. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  !  With  ine 
continuous  noise  which  is  going  on  it  is  ini- 
posible  for  me  to  follow  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  member.  I  hope  that  honorable 
members  will  cease  talking  in  that  way. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  not  very  particu- 
lar about  those  who  have  made  up  their 
minds  on  this  questicm.  I  have  a  duty  to 
perform. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — So  have  we. 

Mr.  SALMON. — In  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  honorable  manber  for 
North  Sydney  I  have  read  the  new  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  not  that 

apply  to  those  who  are  acting  honestly  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Yes,  but  it  also  applies 
to  those  who  are  acting  dishonestly.  I  ask 
the  hcMiorable  member  whether  he  desires 
to  perpetuate  the  system  of  selling  fewer 
matches  than  a  box  is  supposed  to  con- 
tain? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  want  to  give 
the  honest  fillers  of  boxes  sufficient  time  in 
which  to  make  their  arrangements. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  would  give  the  others 
time  if  I  had  a  chance,  and  it  would  not  be 
five  months  either.  It  will  be  easy  to 
make  a  provisi(»i  in  order  to  protect  the 
honest  merchant. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Is  not  the  hon- 
orable member  aware  that  matches  have  to 
be  carried  in  sailing  vessels  ? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  realize  that  for  in- 
suratKe  reasons  matches  are  sent  mostly 
bv  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  he  has  said 
enough  on  the  question  of  matches? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  feel  strwigly  on  this 
matter,  because  I  see  that  the  Government 
are  in  a  very  precarious  position.  Appar- 
ently they  are  throwing  over  their  sup- 
porters in  order  to  placate  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Wilson. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
"  stone- walling." 


Mr.  SALMON.— Is  that  remark  in 
order,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  f<»  Corangamite  to  withdraw 
that  statement. 

Mr.  Wilson. — With  pleasure^  or. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  also  ask. honor- 
able members  generally  to  cease  this  om- 
tinuous  ccmversation  across  the  chamber. 

Mr.  SALMON. —Had  I  received  suffi- 
cient support  I  would  have  divided  the 
Committee  against  the  previous  motion  in 
order  to  protest  against  what  I  cmsider  the 
weakness  of  the'  Treasurer, 

Sifting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer)  [7.45]-— J  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  not  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney. This  matter  is  quite  different  from 
that  dealt  with  in  paragraph  d,  which  was 
only  a  question  of  new  wording.  In  this 
case  it  is  a  question  of  impKwing  a  new 
duty.  I  have  been  informed  by  the  De- 
partment that,  as  soon  as  this  proposal  was 
carried  in  the  Senate,  the  matah  importers 
communicated  with  the  Department,  and 
have  made  their  arrangements  to  conform 
to  it.  They  will  practically  have  had  six 
months  by  ist  September  in  which  to  do 
it.  That  ought  to  be  long  enough  for 
them  to  make  their  arrangements  for  any 
alteration.  This  matter  is  in  a  diffnent 
category  frcxn  the  previous  one,  because  if 
thev  have  been  sending  boxes  which  do  not 
contain  the  correct  number  of  matches  

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — S(xne  have 
been  sending  boxes  containing  the  correct 
number. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that.  I 
am  speaking  only  of  those  who  have  not. 
It  is  not  right  to  defer  the  operation  of  this 
provision  for  another  mcmth  simply  because 
I  agreed,  at  the  instance  of  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydn^,  to  defer  the 
operation  of  the  previous  paragraph  until 
Tst  October  next. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  mentioned 
this  when  I  was  speaking  then. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  may  have  done  so,  but  I  did  not 
hear  him.  Some  honorable  members  do 
not  agree  with  what  I  did  in  accepting  the 
honorable  m^nber's  proposal  in  regard  to 
the  orevious  paragraph.  Those  who  have 
not  been  properly  filling  their  bo«s  will 
have  only  themseh-es  to  blame.  They 
knew  what  the  intention  was,  and  have 
known  it  all  thioug^.^.  T^l^eQ^gf^eel. 
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ing  of  the  Soiate,  and  also  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  carried  in  this  Chamber  if 

possible. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  am  not 
speaJclng  for  them.  There  are  some  who 
have  b^n  filling  their  boxes  properly,  and 
who  will  have  to  alter  their  labels. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— By  the  time 
this  provision  comes  into  operaticm,  they 
will  have  had  practically  six  months' 
notice. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Why  not  have  the  two 
paragraphs  consistent? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  consid- 
eration doss  not  apply.  The  importers 
took  acticm  at  cmce  in  this  case.  I  believe 
they  did  so  in  the  other  case  as  well,  and 
if  I  had  known  as  much  as  I  have  leamt 
since  in  regard  to  the  previous  paragraph, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  should  have  agreed 
to  give  as  much  notice  as  has  been  given. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [7.50].— An  ex- 
tension of  time  to  the  ist  October  seems 
a  most  unreasmiable  proposal,  because  that 
will  make  five  months  altogether. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^The  provision 
is  not  passed  yet. 

Mr.  WISE. — Those  cwicerned  have  al- 
ready had  notice  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.    BowDEN. — Does    the  honorable 
member  think  that  a  firm  like  Bryant  and 
May  would  alter  the  wording  of  all  their 
labels  simply  because  the  Senate  made  a 
■  request,  and  before  it  was  passed  ^nto  laV  ? 

Mr.  WISE. — ^Thev  might  know  very 
well  that  a  reoommendatitMi  like  this  would 
in  all  probability  be  accepted.  If  the 
matches  are  sent  out  by  sailing  vessels,  how 
manv  of  those  vessels  will  take  three 
months  on  the  voyage? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Most  of  them. 

Mr.  WISE.— Three  months  used  to  be 
considered  a  long  passage  in  the  beginning 
of  the  sixties.  An  extension  of  time  to  the 
ist  September  will  give  four  months'  grace, 
which  is  quite  long  enough.  If  the  dif- 
ference is  a  little  one  to  fight  over,  why 
does  the  honorable  member  for  North  Syd- 
ney propose  it  at  all? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  Because  it 
gives  them  a  chance. 

Question.—That  the  word  "  September," 
proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand  part  of  the 
requested  amendment — put.  The  Com- 
mittee divided. 


Bamfoid,  F.  W. 
batclieiui,  K.  1.. 
Cair,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  ). 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fishci,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbairo,  G. 
Glyun,  P.  McM. 
Irvioe,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


Maloney,  W.  R.  N, 
CatU,  J.  H. 
O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Mauger,  S. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Page,  J. 
Spencc,  W.  G. 
Webster,  Vf. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 


Ayis. 

iiarper,  K. 
UulcHiaOD,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
btorrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudoi,  F.  G. 
Watum,  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Mathews,  J. 
Walkin&,  D. 

Noes. 

Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair^  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Teiiers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 

Pairs. 

Knox,  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Smith,  Bruce 
Edwards,  R 
Tliumas,  J. 
Hedges,  W.  M. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Liddell.  F. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Peid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 


Aves 
N'oei 


24 
15 


Majority 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Amendment  negatived. 
^^otion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item   85.    Mustard,    including   French  Mus- 
tard, per  lb.  (General  Tariff),  3d. 
>  Requeti.—I&dkc  the  duty  {United  Kingdom), 
3d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.58]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

It  means  a  reduction  of  the  duly  from  3d. 
to  2d.  per  lb.  I  understand  that  it  will  be 
very  injurious  if  that  reduction  is  made. 

Mr.  BOV.'DEN  (Nepean)  [7.59].— The 
Treasurer's  statement  that  this  is  a  proposal 
to  reduce  the  duty  from  3d.  to  zd.  is 
hardly  accurate.  It  is  a  proposal  to  insert 
in  the  preference  colunm  a  duty  of  2d., 
leaving  the  general  Tariff  rate  as  it  was 
before. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  therefore  re- 
ducing it  by  id. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— It  does  not  reduce  the 
general  Tariff  rate.  It  simply  gives  honor- 
able members  an  opportunity  of  proving 
how  sincere  thev  are  on  the  question  of  pre- 
feience  to  the  Old  Country.  . 
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Mr.  CHANTER  (Riverina)  [8.0].— I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  the 
Senate's  request.  The  effect  of  its  adopti<Mi 
would  be  to  remove  every  vestige  of  pro- 
tection from  this  particular  industry.  The 
Australian  manufacturers  of  mustard  are 
obliged  to  import  mustard  seed,  because  it 
is  not  produced  in  the  CcMnnumwealth. 
•Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — It  is. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— Only  in  very  small 
quantities.  Practically  the  whole  of  the 
seed  required  for  the  manufacture  of  mus- 
tard in  Australia  has  to  be  imported.  We 
have  already  imposed  a  duty  of  Jd.  per  lb, 
upon  mustard  seed,  which  was  previously 
admitted  free,  and  as  it  takes  2  lbs.  of 
seed  to  make  i  lb.  of  mustard,  it  follows 
that  the  manufacturer's  cost  of  production 
has  been  increased  to  the  extent  of  id. 
per  lb. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — It  is  absurd  to  say 
that  2  lbs.  of  seed  are  required  to  manu- 
facture I  lb.  of  mustard. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— My  information  was 
gained  direct  fran  a  manufacturer.  The 
gentleman  who  supplied  it  to  me  may  be 
absdutely  relied  upon. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — Why,  they  add  a 
lot  of  other  material  to  the  mustard  seed. 

Mr.  CHANTER.— I  believe  it  to  be  an 
absolute  fact  that  it  takes  2  lbs.  of  mustard 
seed  to  manufacture  i  lb.  of  mustard.  The 
duty  on:  the  mustard  seed  is  therefore  equi- 
valent? to  id.  per  lb.  upon  the  manufac- 
tured article,  and  the  proposal  of  the 
Senate,  that  we  should  extend  a  preference 
of  id.  per  lb.  to  Great  Britain  in  addition, 
would  have  the  effect  of  practically  wiping 
out  the  protection  afforded  to  this  industry. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Committee  will 
refuse  to  agree  to  the  request  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [8.5].— 1 
do  hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  not  agree  to 
the  request  of  the  Senate.  In  this  case,  the 
questi(m  of  preference  does  not  enter  into 
consideratitm,  because  the  value  of  the 
mustard  imported  frcwn  the  United  King- 
dom is  ;^4i,445.  whereas  the  value  of  that 
imported  from  other  countries  totals  only 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Those  figures  show  that 
we  can  here  grant  the  United  Kingdom  a 
substantial  preference. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— They  simply  show 
that  Great  Britain  already  possesses  the 
whole  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^We  want  her  to 
have  it. 


Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— It  is  perfectly 
hopeless  to  argue  with  the  hworable  mem- 
ber. Mustard  seed — which  is  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  this  industry — was  formerly  ad- 
mitted free,  but  under  this  Tariff  it  has 
been  made  dutiable  at  ^d.  per  lb.  As  it 
takes  2  lbs.  of  seed  to  manufacture  i  lb. 
of  mustard,  it  follows  that  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction has  been  increased  by  id.  per  lb. 
It  is  only  fair,  therefore,  that  we  should 
increase  the  duty  which  was  formerly 
operative  upon  the  manufactured  article 
from  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  In  other  words, 
we  should  place  the  manufacturers  ui  the 
same  positicm  that  they  formerly  occupied. 
I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will  stand  to  his 
guns. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [8.8].- 1 
appeal  to  honorable  members  to  reject  the 
request  of  the  Senate.  I  hold  that  we 
should  do  our  best  to  encourage  small  in- 
dustries, such  as  mustard-growing  and  the 
cultivaticm  of  herbs,  in  which  men  upcm 
small  areas  can  succeed.  If  we  wish  to 
attract  population,  surely  we  must  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  man  upon  the 

2-  acre  block  as  well  as  those  of  the  indivi- 
dual upon  the  2,000-acre  block. 

Mr.  Wilson. — How  would  the  honorable 
member  like  to  grow  mustard  seed  upon  a 

3 -  acre  block? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  so  dense,  I  may  tell  him  that  when 
I-  said  a  z-acre  block  I  meant  anything 
from  a  "2-acre  block  to  a  lOo-acre  block. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.10].— I 
understand  that  there  is  some  principle  of 
vital  interest  involved  in  the  questiwi  of  the 
duty  upon  mustard.  Apparently  the  whole 
important  principle  of  preferential  trade 
rests  upon  it.  The  chief  awitention  of  the 
honorable  member  i<x  New  England  was 
that  small  interests  donanded  considera- 
tion if  they  were  to  thrive.  If  he  applies 
that  doctrine  in  the  present  instance,  he 
must  vote  in  favour  of  extending  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  United  Kingdwn.  It  has  been 
shown  that  the  impwts  of  mustard  from 
foreign  countries  are  exceedingly  small,  and 
if  the  honorable  member  is  prepared  to  en- 
courage such  imports  by  refusing  to  grant 
a  preference  to  Great  Britain,'  they  will 
eventually  assume  quite  as  large  dimensions 
as  those  from  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Foster. — I  am  looking  after  Aus- 
tralia. The  Britisher  can  look  after  him- 
self. 

Mr.  K E LL Y .  — I f  honorable  members 
are  voting  for  preferential  trade  upon  that 
principle,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 
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Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[8.14]. — The  argument  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth,  in  this  case,  com- 
pletely falls  to  the  ground,  because  the 
principle  of  preferential  trade  should  be 
applied  only  in  cases  where  the  impwta- 
tions  from  Great  Britain  have  been,  or  are 
likely  to  be,*  superseded  by  those  from 
foreign  countries.  In  the  present  inst/ince, 
the  United  Kingdom  already  onmnands 
practically  the  whole  of  the  trade,  so  that 
the  principle  of  preferential  trade  is  not 
involved. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment, making  the  duty  on  mustard  im- 
ported from  the  United  Kingdwn  (item 
85),  per  lb.  2d.,  be  not  made— put.  The 
Ownmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  ].  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J, 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Dealcin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest.  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hotcbison,  J. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Glynn.  P.  HcM. 
UcWilliamt,  W.  J. 


O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Manger,  S. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Webster,  W. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Speoce,  W.  G. 
Catts.  J.  H. 


 30 

...  10 

...  20 

Ates. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
McOougall,  J.  K. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sampsui,  S. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Storrer.  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson.  J.  C. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tetters  { 
Fairbaira,  G. 
Knox,  W. 

Nois. 
I  Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Teliert: 
K"elly,  W.  H. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Paiks. 

Smith,  Bruce 
Edwards,  R. 
Thomas,  J. 
Liddell,  F. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  Tilley 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Thomas 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 


Item  86.    Nuts,  edible  .... 

Request. — Insert  new  paragraph  AA — "  Coco- 
nuts, whole,  for  the  manufacture  of  coconut 
oil  and  oil  cake  and  other  substances,  under 
Departmental  by-lavs,  free." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.19]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

In  referenra  to  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"  free,"  it  has  been  suggested  that  ^e 
should  insert  the  words  "  on  and  after 
24th  April."  I  was  under  the  impression 
thiat  the  resoluti<m  which  the  Committee 
passed  last  night  would  cover  the  matter. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson.  —  There  is 
trouble  about  that  resolutitxi. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — A  resolution  to  the 
same  effect  was  passed  after  the  Tariff  had 
been  dealt  with  in  the  case  of  the  1902 
Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  may  inform 
honorable  members  that  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  consult  the  Comptroller-General 
to-day  in  reference  to  the  matter.  He  has 
taken  advice,  and  has  given  me  his  opinitm. 
The  Comptroller- General's  opinion  is  that 
the  resolution,  passed  last  night  is  abso- 
lutely correct,  and  that  there  will  be  no 
trouble  whatever.  I  have  received  the 
foUovring  memorandum  from  the  Comp- 
trol  ler-GJeneral— 

The  practice  invariably  followed  has  been  to 
commence  charging  duty  on  any  article  directly 
the  rate  of  such  duty  has  been  approved  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  (and  when  under  the 
States,  by  the  lower  House). 

Tfie  position  is  no  different  when  such  rate 
has  been  fixed  on  a  request  or  suggestion  of  the 
Senate.  The  reason  why  the  House  of  Repre. 
sentatives  iixes  a  rate  does  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion. Hie  latter,  following  constitutional  prac- 
tice, hxes  the  rate,  which  is  at  once  charged, 
unless  expressly  stated  to  tbe  contrary  in  the 
resolution. 

The  position  is  the  same  as  when  an  item  is 
recommitted.  The  House,  in  the  latter  case, 
originally  fixes  a  rate,  which  becomes  immedi- 
ately operative.  The  item  is  then  recommitted, 
and  (say)  a  new  rate  fixed.  The  latter  then 
becomes  operative  at  once. 

The   action    10    both    cases,    i.e.,  request 
by     the     Senate     and     recommittal    by  die 
House  of  Representatives  itself,  seems  synony- 
mous, and  the  practice  should  logically  be  the 
same  in  both  cases,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
is  so.      The  resolution  passed  last  night,  viz. — 
"  That  the  date  of  any  amendment  shall  be 
the  date  of  its  being  made  bv  the  Com- 
mittee," 

is  a  direction  that  the  date  of  each  amendment 
shall  be  inserted  under  each  item  amended,  and 
thus  will  be  in  compliance  with  section  k  of  the 
Bill.  ^  J  ^ 
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The  schedule  when  thui  completed  it  printed 
with  the  dates  inserted,  and  on  becoming  law 
no  legal  question  can  arise  on  the  point. 

The  position  is  not  altered  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  accepting  any  suggestioOi  with 
modification!. 

I  asked  the  ComptroUer-Goieral  this 
morning  to  make  the  matter  thcwoughly 
clear.  I  know  that  he  consulted  the 
Crown  Law  officers,  and  he  afterwards 
wrote  the  memorandum  which  I  have  read. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.25]. — I  am  afraid  that  the  Treasm-er 
has  not  caught  the  point  of  the  criticism. 
The  memorandum  which  he  has  read  does 
not  touch  the  difficulty  that  has  been 
raised  in  relation  to  those  duties  which  are 
fixed  for  a  period  ahead.  The  res(duti(xi 
whidi  we  passed  last  night  reads — 

That  the  date  of  any  amendment  shall  be  the 
date  of  its  being  made  by  the  Committee; 

not  the  date  attached  to  any  particular 
duty,  but  the  date  when  the  amendment 
is  made  hy  the  Committee.  That  is  the 
distinctim.  We  have^  therefore,  passed  a 
resoIuti«i  which  provides  that  a  duty  shall 
become  operative  the  mommt  an  amoid- 
ment  is  made  by.  the  Committee. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Unless  it  is  other- 
wise stated. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  resolution 
■  does  not  say  so  at  all. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  what  the 
Comptroller-General  savs. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Comp- 
troller-General cannot  read  into  the  reso- 
luticn  more  than  it  states. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  am  satisfied.^ 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  is  before  the 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  matter 
that  I  am  dealing  with  is  now  before  the 
CcMnmittee. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— We  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  what  the  question  is. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  position 
is  this :  We  are  now  engaged  in  fixing  dates 
ahead  as  to  when  these  duties  shall  be- 
c<xne  operative. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  have  not  al- 
tered the  last  item. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.- But  the  Min- 
ister is  proposing  to  alter  the  we  before 
us. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — No,  I  am  not. 
Perhaps  it  was  a  mistake  for  me  to  read 
the  Comptroller- General's  memorandum  at 
all.  The  officers  who  are  advising  me  did 
not  know  that  I  had  consulted  him  in  re- 
ference to  the  matter. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Comp- 
troller-General's memorandum  does  not 
clear  up  the  difficulty.  Whjit  he  says  is 
quite  right,  where  a  duty  is  fixed  to  be- 
come immediately  operative.  The  difficulty 
arises  when  we  determine  that  the  date 
when  a  duty  shall  be  optative  shall  be, 
not  immediately,  but  sfxne  time  ahead. 
The  J  governing  resdution  which  we  passed 
last  night  provides  that  the  duty  shall 
a>mmenoe  from  the  date  of  an  amendment 
being  made  by  the  Committee ;  not  the  date 
whidi  is  fixed  by  the  Committee,  but  Uie 
date  of  the  amendment  being  made  by  the 
Committee.  That  is  the  difference.  Im- 
mediately after  passing  that  resolution,  we 
proceeded  in  several  cases  to  fix  dates  for 
the  operation  of  duties  three  or  six  months 
ahead.  What  we  are  now  doing  is  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  resolutitxi  we 
passed  last  night. 

Sir  WiLUAU  LvNE. — The  CMnptroIIer- 
General  touches  "on  that  very  point,  and 
says  that  it  is  not  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  does  not 
touch  that  pdnt  at  all. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.29]. — I  think  that  the  memorao- 
dtim  of  the  Comptroller-General  which  I 
have  read  is  quite  clear. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — A  general  direc- 
tion would  not  override  a  particular  state- 
ment as  to  the  date  when  a  duty  'is  to  come 
into  operation. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No,  of  course 
it  would  not.  The  resolution  passed  last 
night  was  thoroughly  understood  at  the 
time  to  give  the  Clerk  power  to  insert  any 
words  that  were  necessary,  unless  special 
words  were  inserted  in  connexion  with  an 
item.  I  think  that  the  ComptrollCT- 
General's  statement  is  perfectly  clear. 

MoticHi  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  88.    Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.    .    .  . 
Requett. — Add     the    following    new  para- 
graph : — 

"  (b)  Invalids*  Diabetic  Food,  and  also  all 
other  Invalids'  Foods  not  manufac- 
tured in  the  Commonwealth,  as  pre* 
4CTib'^  bv  Departmental  Bv-laws, 
free." 

Motion  <by  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne)  agreed 

to— 

Th^t  the  requested  amendment  be  made,  but 
that  the  words  "not  manufactured  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, as"  be  left  out. 

Requested    amendment,    as  modified^ 
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Requested  amoidment,  in  item  92  (Ren- 
net), made. 

Requested  amendment,  in  item  93 
(Pickles,  Sauces,  Sec.),  not  made. 

Item  94.    Rice,  viz.  : —   i    .  . 

(c)  N.E.I.,  including  Rice  Meal  and  Flour, 
per  cental,  6s. 

Make  the  duty  per  cental  4s.  3d. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.37]. — ^The  amendment  requested 
by  the  Senate,  in  this  case,  would,  if  made, 

be  attended  by  very  serious  consequences. 
With  a  duty  of  3s.  4d.  per  cental  on  un- 
cleaned  rice,  it  would  pay  rice  merchanis 
to  import  cleaned  rice  under  a  duty  of 
4s.  3d.  per  cental  rather  than  to  import 
uncleaned  rice  at  3s.  4d,  per  cental  and 
clean  it  here.  One  hundred  pounds  of  un- 
cleaned rice  yields  70  lbs.  of  cleaned  rice, 
the  balance  being  waste  and  rice  meal. 
The  duty  of  3s.  4d.  per  cental  on  un- 
cleaned rice  would,  therefore,  apply  to  the 
70  lbs.  of  cleaned  rice  obtained  from  that 
quantity,  and  would  be  equal  to  4s.  gd. 
on  100  lbs.  of  cleaned  rice,  or  66.  per 
cental  more  than  the  Senate's  proposal  in 
respect  of  imported  cleaned  rice.  Another 
point  is  that  it  costs  about  is.  3d.  per 
cental  to  clean  rice  here.  It  is,  therefore, 
important  that  the  duty  on  the  cleaned 
rice  should  be  restored  to  ^s.  per  cental,  to 
preserve  the  local  industry  of  rice  cleaning. 
As  soon  as  this  amendment  was  requested 
by  the  Senate,  persons  engaged  in  the  trade 
or  connected  with  it  pointed  out  to  me  that 
its  acceptance  would  be  attended  by  serious 
consequences.  In  the  circumstances,  it  is 
my  duty  to  urge  the  Committee  not  to  agree 
to  the  request.  I  therefcffe  move- 
That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  q6.  Salt— 
(a)  Brown  or  Dark  Red  Rock,  free.  - 

Reguett. — Insert  after  "  Brown,''  the  words 
"  Lipht  Brown,  Pink."  Make  the  dutv  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  aos.  per  ton;  (United  Kingdom), 
free. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  made. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  ...  30 

Noes   


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon.  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G, 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,   F.  J. 
Harper.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hutchison,  T. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Lvne,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 


Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Watson,  J.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Gioom,  L.  E. 
Webster,  W. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Page,  J. 
Fisher,  A. 


Ayes. 

I  Makrney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 

M  auger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
McWilhams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A,  C. 

Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watlcins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Storrer,  D. 

Noes. 

Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson.  J.  G. 

Tellert: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 

Paks. 

Wilks,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Edwards,  R. 
Thomas,  J. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
^rown,  Thomas 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis,  Henry 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
Brown,  Tilley. 


Majority 


10 


20 


Questicxi  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Requested  amendments  made. 

Requested  amendment  in  paragraph  b, 
item  96  (Salt),  made. 

Requested  amendment  in  item  lox 
(Spices)  not  made. 

Item  ro5.  Tea — 
(a)  In   [Hickets  not   exceeding   so  lbs.  in 
weight,  pel  lb.,  id. 
Request. — That  tne  weight  of  the  packets  be 
S  lbs. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.46], — The  Senate  in  this  case  re- 
quest that  the  weight  of    the  .  packets 

be  reduced  frcra  20  lbs.  to  5  lbs.  The  rea- 
son I  fixed  the  weight  at  20  lbs.  in  the  first 
instance  was  to  provide  for  a  package 
which  would  be  just  under  the  weight  of 
a  quarter-chest  of  tea,  so  that  there  might 
be  no  opportunity  afforded  for  an  evasion 
of  the  intention  with  which  this  item  was 
introduced.  I  should  not  object  to  fixing 
the  weight  at  19  lbs.,  but  I  do  not  agree  to 
the  request  of  the  Senate,  ^d  I  therefne 
move — 

That  the  requestg^ij^ijjegj^g^^Jemade. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[8.48]. — I  congratulate  the  Treasurer  upon 
the  very  generous  concession  of  i  lb.  in 
20  lbs.,  which  he  announced  his  willingness 
to  make  in  the  reduction  of  the  weight  of 
packet  tea  subject  to  this  duty.  I  prefer 
the  reduction  suggested  by  the  Senate. 
Hctfiorable  senators  seem  to  have  taken  a 
reasonable  view  of  this  matter,  and  I  re^ 
gret  that  the  Treasurer  has  moved  that  the 
requested  amendment  be  not  made.  Really, 
there  is  no  reason  in  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  I  am  afraid  that  we  must  permit 
him  to  go  his  own  way.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  he  can  have  the  i  lb.  he  offers. 
I  do  not  want  it. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.49]. — While  professing  to  be 
opposed  to  such  a  course,  I  point  out  that 
honorable  members,  by  agreeing  to  what 
the  Treasurer  proposes,  will  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  be  imposing  a  duty  on  te.i. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  tlie  honor- 
able member  is  wrong.  The  duty  would 
opo-ate  only  if  the  packing  were  done  else- 
where. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  in- 
tention of  the  Committee  in  agreeing  to  the 
item  originally  was  to  insure  that  the  pack^ 
ing.  of  tea  in  i-lb.  and  J-lb.  packets  should 
be  done  in  the  Coramcxiwealth.  Sc»ne  tea 
has  always  been  imported  to  Australia  in 
lo-lb.  and  20-lb.  boxes  of  wood  lined  with 
lead.  These  are  not  ordinary  packets,  such 
as  are  the  i-lb.  and  J-lb.  packets,  which  it 
was  intended  to  make  dutiable  if  imported 
from  abroad. 

Mr.  Wilson. — Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
packing  of  tea  in  the  boxes  to  which  the 
honorable  member  refers  is  done  to  pre- 
serve its  flavour? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  Of 
course,  the  less  tea  is  exposed  the  better. 
The  trade  done  in  packing  tea  in  the  Com- 
monwealth is  not  affected  b>'  the  importa- 
tion of  tea  in  these  lo-lb.  and  20-lb.  bmies. 
The  tea  packed  in  Australia  U  tea  imported 
in  bulk,  in  40,  60,  and  8o-lb.  chests.  It 
is  packed  in  i-lb.  and  J-lb.  packets,  and 
nfH  generally  in  boxes  containing  10  lbs.  or 
20  lbs. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Did  the  Canmittee, 
when  previously  axisldering  the  item, 
divide  upmi  it? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There 
was  a  divisim  <xi  the  item,  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  was  a  division  as  to 
the  weight  of  the  packets.  The  lo-lb.  and 
20-lb.  boxes,  of  tea  to  which  I  refer  will 
continue  to  be  impor:ed,  because  tea  is  re- 


quired packed  in  that  form.  On  that  tea 
^e  oonsumers  will  have  to  pay  the  duty  of 
id.  per  lb.,  so  that  we  are  really  imposing 
a  duty  on  tea,  whilst  professing  that  we 
have  no  wish  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Cannot  tea  be  packed 
here  in  the  weights  to  which  the  honorable 
member  refers? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— We  could 
also  pack  tea  here  in  chests  and  half  chests, 
but  to  impose  a  duty  on  tea  imported  in 
chests  and  half  chests  would  be  about  the 
same  as  a  universal  duty  upon  tea. 

Mr.  Foster. — Tea  is  packed  locally  in 
packages  of  14  lbs.,  20  lbs.,  and  28  It». 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
CHily  a  repacking  of  tea  from  chests  into 
tins.  The  packages  to  which  I  refer  are 
never  made  up  here, 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Could  they  not  be 
made  up  here? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No;  be- 
cause in  the  first  place  we  have  not  the 
material  here.  These  packages  are  made 
up  in  China  or  India,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  quality  of  the  tea. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  tea  imported  in  the 
packages  to  which  the  honorable  member 
refers  does  not  reach  the  amsumer  in  that 
form. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  be- 
cause certain  consumers  require  to  get  their 
tea  in  that  form  that  these  packages  are 
imported.  In  the  country  districts  num- 
lx;rs  of  people  get  these  lo-Ib.  and  20-lb. 
boxes  of  tea. 

Mr.  Saluon. — Packed  in  the  country  of 
origin  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes.  If 
the  Minister  refers  to  the  Custtwis  returns 
he  will  find  that,  even  at  the  present  time, 
a  large  quantity  of  tea  is  being  imported  in 
these  lo-lb.  and  20-lb.  boxes. 

Mr.  Foster. — To  fill  orders  that  it  was 
too  late  to  cancel. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— No,  but 
in  accordance  with  an  established  custom. 
What  I  have  risen  to  point  out  is  that, 
under  this  item,  we  are  really  imposing  a 
duty  on  tea,  and  we  might  just  as  well  ex- 
tend the  principle  to  tea  impwted  in  half 
chests  and  chests. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Is  it  not  true  that 
Liptrai,  one  of  the  largest  tea  merchants, 
has  brought  his  packing  machinery  from 
Colombo  to  Sydney,  with  a  view  to  packing 
tea  in  the  Commonwealth,  to^vade  the  pay- 
ment of  duty  und«s,|jMi  j|e@bOgle 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON'.— I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  believe  it  is  a 
fact. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
ki  a  po^tioi  to  deny  it,  but  I  believe  that 
it  will  be  found  that  the  intention  is  only 
to  pack  tea  in  i-lb.  and  J-lb,  packets  by 
machinery.  The  packages  to  which  I  have 
referred  have  been  imported  since  this  item 
was  dealt  with  in  this  House,  and  will  OHi- 
tinue  to  be  imported. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  will  not  con- 
tinue to  be  imported  when  they  can  be 
packed  here,  and  I  have  said  that  one  of 
the  largest  tea  merchants  has  brought  his 
packing  plant  from  Colombo  to  Sydney  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Can  the 
Minister  assure  me  that  it  is  the  intenticoi 
of  Lipton's  firm  to  pack  tea  by  machinery 
in  the  larger  packages'  here,  and  not  merely 
to  pack  it  in  i-lb.  or  J-lb.  packets? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  the  inten- 
tion is  to  do  the  whole  of  the  packing  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
the  Ministo-  will  find  that  he  is  wrong,  be- 
cause machinery  is  not  used  to  pack  tea  in 
10-lb.  and  20-lb.  bcHces.  whilst  it  can  be 
used  effectively  for  making  up  }-lb.  and 
I-lb.  packets.  The  reduction  of  the  weight 
of  the  packages  by  i  lb.  is  a  very  slight 
concession,  and  I  repeat  that  under  this 
item  we  are  really  imposing  a  duty  on  tea. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [8.57].— 
I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  adhere  to  his 
intention  to  fix  19  lbs.  as  the  weight  of  the 
packet  of  tea  liable  to  duty  under  this  item. 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Svdnev 
has  been  misinformed  when  he  says  that 
tUe  only  packing  business  done  here  is  the 
packing  of  tea  in  J-lb.  and  i-lb.  packets, 
and  that  machinery  is  used  only  in  putting 
up  tea  in  packets  of  that  size.  Machinery 
is  at  present  being  used  in  putting  tip  tea 
in  i4-\h:,  20-lb.,  and  28-lb.  packets. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — ^Where? 

Mr.  FOSTER. — By  Edwards  and  Co., 
of  Sydney,  and  Grifiiths  and  Co.,  who  do 
an  enormous  business  in  the  importation 
and  packing  of  tea.  We  know  that  tea 
packed  in  Ceylrai  and  India  is  put  up  by 
slave  and  coloured  labour ;  but  we  do  not 
know  what  care  is  given  to  insure  its  clean- 
liness. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  do  we  drink 
tea? 


Mr.  FOSTER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber drank  less,  his  temper  might  be  better. 
I  do  not  advocate  excessive  tea  drinking. 
Too  much  tea  is  no  better  for  one  than 
too  much  beer.  When  I  buy  tea,  I  pre- 
fer that  put  up  in  tins  by  Australians, 
which  I  know  to  be  prop«*ly  cleaned. 

iMr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  is  the  tea 
cleaned  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— It  is  put  into  large 
drums,  one  of  which  will  hold  a  ton,  and 
cleaned  by  being  thoroughly  shaken  and 
fanned. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  it  not  blended  in 
drums? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— There  is  another  drum 
for  blending.  It  is  possible  that  tea  mer- 
chants may  wish  to  import  special  teas  in 
packages  for  blending,  but  importers  of 
teas  worth,  perhaps,  a  guinea  per  lb.,  can 
well  afford  to  pay  a  duty  of  id.  per  lb.  if 
they  import  it  in  packages.  I  am  con- 
cerned only  in  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  general  consumer,  and  that  end  is 
gained  by  allowing  bulk  teas  to  be  imported 
free. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment, making  dutiable  at  id.  per  lb.  tea 
in  packets  not  exceeding  5  lbs.  (item  105) 
be  not  made  —  put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


23 
17 


Majority 


Can,  E.  S. 
Chsnter,  }.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  ]. 
Harper,  R. 
HutchisoD,  T. 
Lyne,  Sir  Williai 


Ayes. 


Mahon,  H. 
Maloncy,  W.  R.  N. 
Uauger,  S. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  K.  0. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  O.  H. 

Tellers  : 
Mathews,  J. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 


Noes. 


Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaim.  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John  . 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
Knox,  W.  Digitized 


McWilliams,  W.  J. 
I'almer,  A.  C. 
*!nmPi*on,  R. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Attiiei,  E.  W. 
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Pairs. 


Wation,  J.  C. 
O'Halley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Webster,  W. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Catts,  j.  H. 
Batcbelor,  £.  L. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Page,  J. 
Fisber,  A, 


Wilks,  W.  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Edwards,  R. 
Thomas,  J. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Thomas 
Liddell,  F. 
Willia,  Henry 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Brown,  Tiltey 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  aflSnnative 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.9]. — I  wished  to  substitute  the 
figures  19  for  the  figures  20,  but  do  not 
know  quite  how  to  do  it  now.  I  thought 
that  the  Chairman  had  understood  th«t 
that  was  my  desire. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  may  recom- 
mit the  item  for  that  purpose. 

Item  106.  Apparel  and  Attire — ^Woollen  or 
Silk,  or  containing  Wool  or  Silk,  partly  ot 
wholly  made  up;  including  articlei  cut  into 
shape. 

Re9uests.~r\xsA  the  letters  "  N.E.T."  be  in- 
serted  after  the  words  "Wool  or  Silk"  ;  that 
the  letter  '*(*)"  be  inserted  after  the  word 
"Attire,"  line  1 ;  and  that  the  following  para, 
graph  be  inserted  : — "(B)  Corsets,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  15  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  10 
per  cent." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lvne)  agreed 
to— 

That  the  requested  amendment,  inierting  the 
letters  "  N.E.I.,"  be  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.12]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment,  iuertiog  the 
letter  "(a)"  be  made. 

It  must  be  understood  that  by  this  motion 
I'  do  not  propwe  to  agree  to  the  inserti(m 
of  paragraph  (b),  because  that  will  need 
some  modification  before  it  can  be  accepted. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.13]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment,  inserting 
paraf^raph  (a)  be  made,  but  that  the  duties  be 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  ao  per  cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent. 

Various  statements  have  been  made  as  to 
the  relative  cost  of  imported  and  manufac- 
tured corsets,  and  it  has  been  almost  im- 
'  possible  to  arrive  at  any  definite  conclu- 
sion (HI  the  pcnnt.   We  have  been  informed 


that  Australian  corsets  have  heea  sold  for 
£,A  A^'i  £a»  and  prices  very  much 
lowier.  I  kncnr  that  cors^  have  beoi  made 

in  Australia,  but  I  am  informed  that,  in 
the  absence  of  an  adequate  duty,  two  manu- 
facturing firms  have  been  compefled  to 
close  down  in  Sydney,  and  their  premises 
are  now  in  charge  of  bailiffs. 

Mr.  Mathews. — What  price  were  these 
firms  making  corsets  fcH:? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— For  3s.  6d.,  I 
think. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  have  my  doubts  I 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  no 
doubt  on  the  matter,  because  it,  was  a  lady 
who  gave  me  the  information.  This  is  an 
industry  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
die'  out  in  Australia,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  manufac- 
ture corsets  as  well  as  import  them.  What 
the  prices  of  the  imported  article  are  I  can- 
not say,  but  I  have  been  told  that  they  run 
as  low  as  3s.  6d.  Under  the  circum- 
stances. I  think  tlie  duties  I  have  proposed 
as  a  modification  of  the  Senate's  request 
are  fair. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — How  can  the  Trea- 
surer say  that,  since  he  has  told  us  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  subject? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  true  I  do 
not  wear  corsets,  but  I  have  given  honorable 
members  the  infcxmation  I  have  on  th» 
matter. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.18].— I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  the 
motion  of  the  Treasurer.  If  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  made  any  inquiries  from 
officers  of  the  Department,  and  others,  he 
would  have  fotmd  that  onsets,  in  the 
proper'  sense  of  the  wwd,  are  not  made  in 
Australia.  The  so-called  very  low-priced 
corsets  made  here  are  really  not  occsets,  but 
are  what  are  known  as  ' '  ribbon  band 
stays/'  which  any  clever  girl,  with 
a  certain  machine,  can  make.  Corsets, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  wcM-d, 
are  the  result  of  the  labours  of  gene- 
rations of  workers,  particularly  in  France, 
with  which  country  this  industry  is  most 
closely  associated.  I  presume  that  the 
Treasurer  refers  to  Mr.  White,  the  manu- 
facturer in  Sydney,  as  having  had  to  close 
his  works.  It  has  been  said  that  Mr. 
White  had  a  thriving  industry,  and,  while 
I  wish  that  were  the  fact,  the  newspapers 
of  the  last  few  days  tell  us  that  be  has 
voluntarily  sequestrated  his  estate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Beoause  there  is 
not  an  adequate  di^Vj,e<jj,^GoOgle 
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Mr.  MALONEY.— That  is  not  the  rea- 
son. Fashions  change,  and,  as  they 
change,  the  figures  of  wcroen  are  moulded 
by  the  kind  of  corsets  used.  Four  or  five 
years  ago  there  was  a  change  in  the  fashion, 
and  large  stocks  of  the  older  sort  were  left 
in  the  various  warehouses,  and  had  to  be 
got  rid  of  somehow.  Mr.  White,  I  am 
credibly  informed,  purchased  large  quan- 
tities oi  those  stays  at  a  nunimum  of  cost, 
and  altered  them  for  the  market  by  remov- 
ing the  bones  and  steel,  shorfening  them, 
and  so  forth.  That  was  altering  and  mend- 
ing, not  making  corsets.  It  was  stated 
that  something  like  365  hands  were  em- 
ployed in  the  factories  in  New  South  Wales, 
but  that  is  absolute  rubbish.  In  1905, 
under  a  Tariff  of  25  per  cent.,  which,  with 
costs  and  charges,  ran  up  to  about  40  per 
cent.,  there  were  four  makers  in  Victoria, 
employing  forty-four  workers,  and  making 
stays  at  from  £2  2s.  to  jQts  15s.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  obtain  a  lower  duty  so  that 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  workers  will 
not  be  continually  made  to  pay  a  higher 
price.  WiUi  the  active  work  which  they  do, 
their  stays  will  not  last  so  long  as  would 
higher-priced  pairs  made  to  order.  They 
pim:hase  stays  at  as.  iid.  The  existing 
duty  has  ridsed  that  price  to  3s.  6d.  That 
class  of  article  wears  out  very  mudi  quicker, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  stooping  necessi- 
tated by  constant  house  work.  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  average  stays  made 
by  Madame  Masseran  will  run  to  j£z  3s. 
or  j£4  4s.,  and  up  to  ^10  los.  and 
;^i2  i2s.  per  pair,  according  to  order. 
With  suspenders  added,  the  cost  would  he 
even  more.  It  is  impossible  for  the  wife 
of  a  worker  to  obtain  a  garment  of  that 
kind.  The  makers  of  such  high-priced 
articles  would  not  care  if  a  duty  of 
even  200  or  300  per  cent,  were  imposed,  be- 
cause their  customers  would  obtain  them 
from  them  no  matter  what  the  duty  was. 
I  have  a  friend  who  has  lived  in  England 
for  the  last  eight  years,  and  who  still  orders 
his  boots  from  Collins- street,  simply  because 
the  Melbourne  maker  suits  his  requirements, 
and  makes  to  his  order.  I  was  informed 
that  Madame  Masseran  has  clients  travel- 
ling on  the  Continent  who  send  to  her  for 
their  stays,  as  she  has  their  measure.  In 
Bourke-street  ribbon  band  stays  can  be  pur- 
chased for  IS.  I  id.,  but  they  are  simply 
bands  of  ribbon  which  any  girl  with  a  pro- 
per machine  can  make.  They  are  not  cor- 
sets. The  making  of  corsets  seems  to  have 
gone  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
America,     when    its    population  was 


30,000,000,  endeavoured  to  establish  the 
industry.  It  made  no  mistake  about  the 
duty,  for  it  charged  no  less  than  60  per 
cent.  After  considerable  loss  of  time  and 
money  the  industry  was  established  when 
that  wonderful  increase  of  population  that 
has  distinguished  America  took  place.  It 
was  aided  by  the  quick  transit  betweai 
America  and*  European  ports,  and  by  the 
natural  acumen  and  ability  of  the  American 
manufacturer,  who  will  select  his  workmen 
from  ^y  part  of  the  world,  and  take  them 
to  where  he  wants  them.  But  when  &n 
American  proprietary  company  endeavoured 
to  start,  and  laid  down  works  and  machi- 
nery at  Plymouth,  in  England,  they  found 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  educating  the  sup- 
posed highly  trained  English  workmen.  It 
is  acknowlexlged  throughout  the  world  that 
this  work  is  a.  specialty,  oftentimes  running 
through  generations  of  one  family,  and 
France  seems  to  hold  the  key  to  it.  Whoi 
in  Brisbane  during  the  recent  election,  I 
made  inquiries  about  the  matter.  The 
managing  director  of  Messrs.  Finney,  Isles, 
and  Ca,  a  very  large  firm,  who  is  a  per- 
scMial  friend  of  my  own,  assured  me  that 
they  made  corsets  cmly  at  frran  35s.  That 
gentleman  is  perhaps  one  of  the  keenest 
business  men  in  Australia.  He  added  that 
COTSets  used  in  surgery  were  made  by  than, 
some  at  a  lower  and  some  at  a  higher  price. 
This  duty  is  purely  a  revenue  one,  and  I, 
as  a  protectionist,  object  to  it.  If  there  was 
a  chance  of  these  articles  being  manufac- 
tured here,  I  should  vote  for  a  protective 
duty.  If  the  Government  honestly  intend 
to  encourage  the  industry,  they  should  start 
a  Government  factorv,  and  then  people 
would  know  that  the  prices  would  be  ac- 
cording to  sample.  The  Treasurer  cannot 
look  me  in  the  eyes  and  say.  that  this  i& 
anything  but  a  revenue  duty. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— If  America,  with  a 
population  of  30,000,000,  could  not  make 
the  industry  a  success  tmtil  the  popuIati<xi 
increased  still  further,  and  skilled  workmen 
were  brought  over,  how  can  the  honorable 
monber  expect  it  to  succeed  in  Australia, 
with  only  4,000,000  people?  I  ask  him 
to  avoid  any  further  delay  by  accepting 
the  Senate's  request.  Although  I  think 
that  these  articles  ought  to  be  admitted  free, 
I  am  willing  to  accept  that  as  a  compro- 
mise. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[9.27]. — I  thought  that  the  Treasurer,  out 
of  his  kindnew  of^  hqSf^p,;iwvI($>  concede 
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this  point.  But  I  see  that  he  is  still  a 
bar  of  iron,  or  a  Roman  father,  and  will 
not  give  in.  I  may  be  charged  with 
slipping  on  stays.  The  moment  a  protec- 
tionist objects  to  a  dutj-,  he  is  told  that 
he  is  slipping.  I  agree  with  the  honor- 
able member  foe  Melbourne,  that  this  is 
simply  a  revenue  duty.  I  should  like  to 
make  these  articles  free,  but  I  will  not  risk 
taking  that  step.  The  corsets  manufac^ 
tured  here  are  high  priced.  I  am  certain 
that  the  Treasurer  Has  been  misinformed 
in  regard  to  a  firm  in  Sydney  making  them 
for  3s.  6d.  The  whiteworkers  of  Aus- 
tralia are  paid  low  enough  as  it  is.  In 
this  trade  they  must  be  paid  still  lower  at 
those  prices,  out  of  whidi  it  would  be  im- 
possible, considering  the  amount  of  work 
that  would  have  to  be  dcme,  to  pay  a  liv- 
ing wage.  Seeing  liiat  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  the  greater  number  of  these 
articles  being  manufactured  here,  the  Com- 
mittee should  agree  to  the  Senate's  request. 
Honorable  members  who  are  protectionists 
cannot  possibly  be  charged  with  abandon- 
ing protection  by  taking  that  course,  be- 
cause this  is  simply  a  revenue,  and  not 
a  protective,  duty. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [9.29].— I 
know  very  little  about  this  subject,  and, 
therefore,  I  speak  with  the  greater  free- 
dom. I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  see  his 
way  .  to  agree  to  the  Senate's  request.  The 
iiKrrease  which  he  proposes  is  somewhat 
trivial. 

Mr.  Wise. — If  it  is  trivial,  why  bother 
to  oppose  it? 

Mr.  PALMER.— Why  not  agree  with 
the  Senate  where  we  can  without  any  loss 
of  prestige  or  advantage  to  ourselves? 
I  feel  sure  that,  with  a  little  judiciom 
pressing,  the  Treasurer  will  see  the  advisa- 
bility of  acceding  to  the  Senate's  request. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — In  the  interests  of 
Madame  Masseran  ? 

Mr.  PALMER.— It  will  certainly  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  masses.  I  think  that, 
for  the  sake  of  those  who  have  to  wear 
the  lower  priced  articles,  the  duties  should 
be  fixed  at  15  and  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.31].— 
There  is  one  point  which  I  should  like  to 
impress  upon  the  Treasurer,  and  that  is — 
that  my  proposal  concerns  one  out  of  every 
two  voters  in  the  CcHnmonwealth. 

Mr.  BOWDEX  (Nepean)  r9-32l-— I  am 
rather  loth  to  support  the  Senate  in  this 
matter ;  but  my  free-trade  principles  com- 
pel me  to  do  so.     I  consider  that  corsets 


are  the  most  diabolical  atrocities  that  have 
ever  been  foisted  upon  suffering  woman- 
hood. 

Mr.  Malonev. — The  honorable  member 
knows  nothing  of  what  he  is  talking  about. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  believe  that  medical 
testimony  would  indorse  my  statemait.  I 
should  like  the  health  authorities  to  take 
up  this  matter,  but  until  they  do  I  am 
afraid  that  it  does  not  lie  with  members  of 
this  Parliament  to  put  themselves  in  an- 
tagonism, as  the  honorable  member  has  re- 
minded us,  with  cme-half  of  the  voters. 
Since  the  women  are  determined  to  have 
these  articles,  there  is  a  good  deal  in  the 
argument  that  the  poorffl-  wcrnien  in  the 
community  should  be  afforded  an  oppw- 
tunitv  to  get  them  as  cheaply  as  they  can. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  my  motim  be 
not  carried,  sir,  shall  I  then  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  ask  the  Committee  to  accept  the 
Senate's  request? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— In  the  event  of 
this  modification  being  rejected,  it  will  be 
open  to  the  Committee  to  accept  the  re- 
quest or  to  reject  it. 

Mr,  Malonev. — Does  that  mean,  sir, 
that  if  the  proposition  of  the  Treasurer  be 
rejected,  we  can  deal  with  the  request? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Question — That  the  requested  amendment 
inserting  paragraph  b  be  modified  by  mak- 
ing the  duties  ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  20 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent. — resolved  in  the  negative. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  107.  Apparel  and  'Attire,  n.e.i.,  for  the 
human  body,  partly  or  whollv  made  up,  made 
of  anv  material  not  containing  wool  or  silk, 
including  materials  cut  into  shape  therefor,  ad 
va.1.  (General  Tariff),  40  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  7th  November,  iqoj,  35  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  35  per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after  7th 
November,  1907,  30  per  cent. 

Requeit. — Make  the  duties  (General  Tariff)  40 
per  cent-  ;  (United  Kingdom)  35  per  cent. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  L\'ne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.38]. — In  this  Chamber,  the  Treasurer 
agreed  to  the  duties  of  35  and  30  per 
cent.,  but  in  the  Senate  he  set  his  colleague 
to  work  to  undo  that  to  which  he  had 
agreed  here.  After  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt  on  my  part  to  reduce  the  original 
duties  of  40  and  35  per  cent,  to  25  per 
cent,  the  Cmnmittee,  at  the  instance  of  the 
hcHiorable  member  for  Melbourne,  agreed 
to  duties  of  35  and  30^j>er(30ogK6«' 
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proposal  was  agreed  to  by  the  Treasurer 
without  a  division. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes,  because  I 
oould  not  get  any  more. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think  that  it 
was  disgraceful  for  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  B^ree  to  a  proposal  in  this  Chamf- 
ber,  leading  us  to  believe  that  he  was  in 
concurrence  with  us,  and  then  behind  our 
backs  to  undo  what  we  did  through  the 
agency  of  a  Minister  elsewhere.  That  is 
a  disgraceful  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a 
responsible  Minister. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  never  spoke  10 
my  colleagues  in  another  place  about  the. 
matter. 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
agreed  to  a  ccmpronise  in  this  House. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — Not  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  h^HiOTable  member  uses  the 
term. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
did  not  raise  his  voice  against  that  ccHnpro- 
mise.  He  allowed  it  to  pass  without 
division. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  knew  beforehand 
what  the  result  of  the  divisicm  would  be. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— The  result 
ought  to  be  the  same  now.  I  do  not  wonder 
at  the  newspapers  girding  at  our  party 
system  of  Government,  when  they  see  this 
kind  of  trickery  and  decepticm  practised  in 
omnexicKi  with  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  object  to  the  hcwiorable  member 
using  the  word  "  trickery." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— As  the  Treasurer 
regards  the  use  of  that  word  as  objectiwi- 
able,  the  honorable  member  must  withdraw 
it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  it  is  unpar- 
liamentary, I  withdraw  it.  The  Treasurer 
has  already  told  us  that  he  agreed  to  cer- 
tain ccmpromises  in  this  House,  but  that. 

in  another  Chamber,  through  the  mouth  of 
his  colleague,  he  secured  their  alteration. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  only  let  certain 
proposals  pass  here,  because  I  did  not  wish 
to  waste  time  by  calling  for  divisions  upoi 
them. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  the  Trea- 
surer ought  to  have  had  the  manliness  to 
have  told  the  Committee  that. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  hcxiorable 
member  should  not  talk  about  manliness. 
•  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  ought  not  in 
the  Treasurer's  presence.  Fot  mw  Minister 
to  delibefately  undo  the  work  done  in 
another  Chamber  by  his  colleague,  with 


that  colleague's  concurrence,  is  without  pre- 
cedent in  the  history  of  responsible  govern- 
ment. It  is  a  piece  of  decepti<m,  such  a» 
I  hope  will  not  be  indulged  in  again.  I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  give  the  Trea- 
surer his  answer  to-night  by  reverting  to 
the  duties  whfich  were  agreed  to  in  this 
Chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.42]. — More  than  once  the  honor- 
able member  has  used  language  in  regard 
to  myself  for  which  he  knows  perfectly 
well  there  is  no  justificaticxi  whatever. 
Honorable  members  are  aware  that  when 
the  Tariff  was  under  consideration  in  this 
House  there  were  dozens  of  occasions  upon 
which  I  did  not  divide  the  Committee,  be- 
cause I  knew  that  I  could  not  get  the  duties 
that  I  desired.  At  the  same  time,  I  did 
not  concur  in  the  decisions  arrived  at,  and 
I  repeatedly  said  so.  Did  the  honorable 
member  imagine  for  one  moment  that  the 
Tariff  was  to  be  forwarded  from  this 
Chamber  to  another,  and  the  work  which 
had  been  done  here  was  to  be  destroyed  by 
the  members  of  his  party,  whilst  the  hands 
of  Ministers  were  to  be  tied  ?  He  is  taking 
an  absolutely  one-sided  view  of  this  matter. 
In  regard  to  this  particular  item,  I  knew 
nothing  whatever  about  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  to  increase  the  duty  upon  it  imtil 
after  it  had  been  increased.  I  never  spoke 
to.  my  colleagues  in  the  other  Qiamber 
about  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  challenge  the 
Treasurer  to  cite  a  case  in  which  the  Oppo- 
sition in  the  Senate  departed  from  any 
acknowledged  compromise. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  challenge  the 
honorable  member  to  find  a  man  who  will 
make  the  statements  that  he  so  frequently 
makes,  positively  without  any  justification. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  say  that  the 
Treasurer  did  a  disgraceful  thing. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.- Is  the  Govern- 
ment to  stand  quietly  by  and  see  the  Tariff 
wrecked?  If  the  Senate  desires  to  request 
increases  of  duty  in  respect  of  certain 
items,  has  it  not  a  right  to  do  so? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.«— Why  had  imt  the 
Treasurer  the  manliness  to  state  his  inien- 
tions  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  request  for 
this  increase  was  not  moved  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Government,  and  yet  it  was  car- 
ried by  fifteen  votes  to  nine. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Tt  was  'supported 
by  the  members  of  the  Government. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Precisely.  But 
the  members  of  the  honorable  member's 
party  in  another  place  supported  every  re- 
quest for  a  reduction  of  duty. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^That  is  abscdutely 
incorrect. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  supported 
almost  every  reducticm.  If  a  private 
membtf  in  another  place  submitted  a  re- 
quest for  an  increase  of  duty  which  Minis- 
ters thought  they  should  support,  why 
should  not  they  be  at  liberty  to  support  it  ? 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  never  up<xi  one 
occasion  agreed  to  a  duty  upon  an  item 
here,  which  was  afterwards  interfered  with 
by  Ministers  in  the  Senate.  Honorable 
members  know  the  difficulty  that  I  experi- 
enced in  piloting  the  Tariff  through  this 
Chamber,  and  they  Imow  that  when  I  found 
it  was  not  possible  to  secure  the  duties 
which  I  desired,  I  had  to  bow  to  the  in- 
evitable. But  I  did  not  concur  in  the 
decisions  arrived  at. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Later  on  I  shall 
show  the  Treasurer  that  he  did  agree  to 
this  compromise,  and  actually  suggested  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  resent  the  ac- 
cusatiOT  that  I  connived  by  trickery  to  get 
duties  agreed  to  here,  and  afterwards  used 
my  influents  to  secure  their  alteration  in 
another  place.  That  statement  is  abso- 
lutely without  foundation. 

Mr.  KELLY.-^But  the  Treasurer  hoped 
to  effect  an  alteration  in  the  Senate. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  is  not  going  to  catechise  me 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  just  as  well  for 
the  Treasurer  to  **  storm  '*  and  to  igncn-e 
facts. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  hope  that  the 
request  of  the  Senate  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  am  afraid  that 
honorable  members  are  entering  upon  a  dis- 
cussion of  what  took  place  in  another 
Chamber.  The  honorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatta  made  certain  references  to  that 
question,  and  I  permitted  the  Treasurer  to 
reply,  but  I  hope  that  honwable  members 
Will  not  attempt  to  canvas  the  doings  of 
anothej-  place.  It  would  certainly  be  un- 
«  ise  for  us  to  comS  into  conflict  "with  the 
other  Chamber. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.-48]. --I  wish  to  refer  to  one  statement 
mnde  by  the  Treasurer  which  was  most 
unjust ifi.ible.  I  challenge  him  to  cite  a 
single  instance  in  which  the  leader  of  the 
Opprsition  in  another  place  departed  from 
a  compromise  which  was  arrived  at  here. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  that  matter. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  to  go  no 
further  than  that.  I  defy  the  Treasurer 
to  point  to  a  single  instance  of  the  kind. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — He  voted  for  al- 
most every  reductitMi. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  agreed  to 
every  compromise  that  was  arranged  in  this 

Chamber, 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^They  were  not  ar- 
ranged. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Later  on  I  shall 
point  out  items'  in  respect  to  which  the 
Treasurer  himself  proposed  compromises 
from  which  his  colleagues  in  another  pla<» 
departed.  I  shall  prove  that,  by  reference 
to  Hansard.  Meanwhile  I  protest  against 
the  way  in  which  the  Treasurer  has  acted 
in  agreeing  to  compromises  here,  with  the 
reservation  in  his  mind  that  in  another  place 
he  would  secure  their  alteraticm. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — That  statement  is 
not  cnrect. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
himself  practically  admitted  it  yesterday. 
It  is  idle  for  him  to  bluster  and  fume  about 
it. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — I  did  nothing  of 

the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Treasurer 
admitted  it  yesterday. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.50].— Upon 
a  previous  occasion  this  question  was  decided 
in  comparatively  a  full  Committee,  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  an  attonpt  ^ould  be 
made  in  rather  a  thin  Committee  to  upset 
the  decision  which  was  then  arrived  at.  I  do 
not  think  that  any  useful  purpose  is  to  be 
served  by  obstructing  the  passage  of  this 
item,  because,  as  honorable  members  all 
know,  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeking  the  recommittal  of  it  at  a  later 
stage.  I  think  that  we  require  a  full 
Committee  to  determine  whether  an  honor- 
able understanding  ought  to  be  departed 
from.  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  depar- 
ture is  one  which  the  Committee  will 
tolerate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  has  been  no 
depirture  of  any  kind. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  have  listened  carefuUv 
to  the  Treasurer.  I  always  give  him  full 
credit  for  his  innocence  of  purpose.  But  I 
think  that  after  the  statement  which  he 
made  yesterday,  and  the  statement  which 
he  has  made  to-day,  every  monber  of 
this  Cranmittee  will  regard  the 
nature  of  an  acceptance  by  ttl^  i!%wmient 
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of  any  proposal  put  from  the  Chair  with 
considerable  suspicion.  Whatever  view  the 
Minister  may  submit,  I  undo'Stood  the"  ar- 
rangement made  to  be  a  comprom'Ise. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.  —  The  honwable 
member's  understanding  does  not  surmount 
everything. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  wish  I  could  say  as 
much  for  my  h(XK>rable  friend.  He  has  a 
happy  means  of  arriving  at  cmniscience 
wMch  is  not  open  to  others !  The  question 
is  one  which  must  be  decided  in  a  full 
Committee,  and  if  the  item  is  passed  now, 
an  opportunity  will  be  sought  of  recom- 
mitting it  at  a  later  stage. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [9.51]. — I  do  not  see  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  in  his  place,  nor  am 
I  aware  of  whether  he  intends  to  support 
his  own  proposal,  which  was  not  resisted 
by  the  Treasurer  on  the  former  occasion. 
I  point  out  to  the  Minister  that  after  the 
decision  in  question  was  arrived  at,  we 
passed  various  other  duties;  and  having  re- 
duced the  duty  on  apparel  and  attire  by  5 
per  cent.,  it  was  represented  that  we  should 
make  alterations  in  those  other  duties  in 
keeping  with  that  reduction.  We  did  so. 
Now  the  desire  is  to  disturb  entirely  the 
relationship  between  the  duties. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  understand  thai 
this  request  was  made  in  another  place 
mainly  to  bring  the  duties  Into  line. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  the 
Minister  must  remember  that  after  we  had 
reduced  this  duty  it  was  urged  as  a  reascHi 
why  we  should  pass  other  items  at  parti- 
cular rates,  that  this  reduction  had  been 
made.  Therefore  we  are  nOw  asked  lo  go 
back  on  what  we  did  at  the  Minister's  re- 
quest. We  are  asked  to  change  this  duty 
and  to  leave  the  other  duties  as  they  are. 

Sir  William  Lynx. — The  request  was 
made  by  the  Senate  to  a  large  extent  with 
the  object  of  bringing  the  duty  into  unison 
with  other  duties. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.— The  Min- 
ister  must  recognise  that  what  I  have  said 
is  .true. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Senate  have  a 
right  to  bring  the  duties  into  accord.  Of 
course,  the  honorable  member  will  do  any- 
thing to  get  a  reduction. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  might 
say  that  the  Treasurer  will  do  anything  to 
get  an  increase  of  dutv ;  but  what  is  the  use 
of  saying  things  like  that  ?  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Committee  is  prepared  to  alter 
this  duty  after  accepting  the  rate  agreed 


upon  previously  on  the  motion  of  an  hwior- 
able  member  sitting  (^posite.  At  all  events, 
I  shall  give  honorable  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  view,  bv  calling 
for  a  division  and  voting  against  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  duty. 

}4t.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [9.54]-— 
Swnething  has  been  said  about  a  compro- 
mise, or  arrangement  entered  into.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  not  aware  of  any  canpn>- 
mise. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  never  heard  of  it  be- 
fore, and  I  am  not  going  to  be  bound  by 
any  arrangement  of  fiie  sort. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  was  no  com- 
prcxnise. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  fact  of  a  certain 
duty  having  been  carried '  in  this  Cham- 
ber  

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — Accepted  with- 
out a  word  of  prc^t. 
Mr.  SALMON.— I  do  not  know  that 

the  Minister  did  accept  it. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  was  agreed  to 
on  the  voices. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  fact  is  on  re- 
cord. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— ^Of  course,  zn6 
many  other  things  are  on  record.  I  did 
not  challenge  the  dedsicm,  because  I  knew 
that  it  was  of  no  use  to  divide  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SALMON.' — Many  duties  ^re  carried 
on  the  voices,  wbidi  are  nc^  assented  to 
by  those  who  know  that  they  are  in  a 
minority.  On  this  occasion  a  great  deal 
has  been  made  out  of  a  very  small  matter. 
I  am  not  going  to  be  bound  by  the  so- 
called  compromise.  I  knew  nothing  about 
it  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Not  going  to  .  be 
bound  b\-  a  decision  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  agreed? 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  say  that  I  did  not 
agree  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  was  no  vote; 
the  honorable  member  allowed  the  duty  to 
go  without  challenge.  Ccwisequently,  he 
did  agree. 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber may  have  his  own  opinion  about  that, 
but  T  have  seen  him  more  than  once  voting 
against  a  proposal  to  which  he  had  pre- 
viously agreed. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  hwiorable  member 
has  a  perfect  right,  as  a  private  member, 
to  vote  as  he  pleases,  but  the  Minister  is 
in  a  different  g«i^on.QQQgl^ 
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Mr.  SALMON. — As  a  private  member, 
I  am  not  going  to  be  bound  by  the  so- 
called  cwnprcanise.  A  great  deal  too 
much  has  been  made  of  what  has  been 
done  in  this  regard.  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  stnxig,  and>  I  think,  the  unjustiable 
language  which  has  been  used.  The  hon- 
wable  member  for  Ncnth  Sydney  has  said 
something  with  respect  to  certain  duties 
being  stibsequently  6xed  so  as  to  harmcmize 
with  the  duty  adopted  in  connexion  with 
this  item.  I  am  assured,  on  very  good 
authority,  that  one  of  the  principal  con- 
siderations that  induced  a  very  large  ma- 
jority in  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  suggestion 
sent  down  by  us,  was  the  wish  to  secure 
greater  harmony.  That  decision  was  ar- 
rived at  by  a  majority  of  fifteen  to  nine. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Not  as  large 
as  the  maioritv  in  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  SALMON. — It  was  nearly  a  two 
to  one  dedsicxi.  I  believe  that  the  most 
potent  factor  which  actuated  the  majority 
in  another  place  was  the  desire  to  make 
this  duty  harmonize  with  other  duties 
which  had  been  carried.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  duties  of  35  and  30  per  rant, 
did  not  harmonize  with  the  other  duties 
which  had  been  carried  by  this  Chamber. 
I  have  it  on  very  good  authority  that  that 
was  the  view  of  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order.  I  must 
ask  the  hcxiorable  member  not  to  discuss 
that  matter. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  beg  pardon,  sir.  I 
shall  not  pursue  the  point.  But  I  do 
want  to  assure  h<xiorable  members  that 
those  who  are  most  cwnpetent  to  iudge  as- 
sure me  that  the  re- arrangement  suggested 
by  another  place  will  cause  greater  harmony 
between  the  various  duties  relating  to  tei- 
tiles,  than  would  the  duties  as  they  pre- 
viously stood. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  was  the 
reason  given. 

Mr.  SALMON'. — Those  engaged  in  busi- 
ness hold  also  that  opini<xi.  Under  our 
present  system,  cases  have  to  be  broken 
open,  and  importers  are  put  to  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  and  to  loss  in  some  instances. 
If  the  duty  were  carried  as  suggested  bv 
another  place,  this  trouble  would  not  be 
necessary,  since  all  the  duties  would  be  on 
the  same  level. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — To  "what  other 
duties  does  the  honorable  member  refer? 

Mr.  SALMON.— T  refer  to  the  other 
duties  cm  textiles.  That  being  so,  I  sug- 
gest that  it  would  be  wise  to  accede  to  the 
request;  and,  personally,  I  shall  support 
it. 


Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [9.59]- 
— I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  the  some- 
what heated  controversy  which  has  arisen 
as  to  whether  there  has  been  an  actual 
breach  of  faith  in  this  matter  or  not.  But 
I  have  a  prettv  clear  recollection  of  what 
actually  took  place  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion. As  honwable  members  will  mool- 
lect,  for  some  days  before  the  vote 
took  place  on  this  very  important  item 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  amongst 
honorable  members  on  all  sides,  as  to  the 
rate  of  duty  which  should  ultimately 
be  adopted.  Some  were  in  favour 
of  a  duty  of  35  per  cent. ;  some  favoured 
30  per  cent.,  and  some  25  per  cent. 
It  was  understood  that,  in  any  case,  the 
Government  proposals  would  be  reduced. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Not  with  the  coo- 
sent  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  was  about  to 
say  that  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
made  a  public  statement  to  that  effect  in, 
at  all  events,  the  early  stages  of  the  de- 
bate. Mv  recollection  is  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Melbourne  moved — 
and  Hansard  shows  that  he  did — that 
the  duty  in  the  general  column  be 
reduced  to  35  per  cent.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  then 
moved,  as  a  prior  amendment,  that 
the  duty  be  reduced  to  25  per  cent. 
That  proposal,  after  being  debated,  was 
lost  by  a  majwity  of  seven.  The 
honnable  membo-  for  Corangamite  then 
moved  that  the  duty  be  30  per  cent.,  and 
my  recollecticm  is  that  it  was  at  that  pcnnt 
that  honorable  members  were  given  lo 
understand  that  if  they  would  agree  to  the 
duty  under  the  general  Tariff  being  re- 
duced to  35  per  cent.,  the  Government 
would  not  oppose  the  reduction.  No  pub- 
lic statement  was  made  to  that  effect,  but 
I  have  a  clear  recollection  that  there  was 
such  an  imderstanding. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Probably  that  was 
correct,  because  the  Government  oould  not 
induce  the  Conmittee  to  agree  to  a  higher 
rate. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  have  a  clear 

recollection  that  certain  h<HiorabIe  members 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  who  had  pre- 
viously intimated  their  intention  of  sup- 
porting the  amendment  moved  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Corangamite,  on  finding 
that  the  Government  were  willing  to  agree 
to  a  dutv  of  35  per  cent.,  voted  against  his 
amendment.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  was  amcmg  the  number.  I 
must  confess  that  I  da  nofrT^q^^^Jpf^  any 
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Minister  stating  that  the  Gcn'ernment  were 
prepared  to  accept  a  reduction  to  35  per 
cent.,  but  such  an  impression  got  abroad, 
and  my  recollection  is  fortified  by  the  fact 
that  immediately  after  the  amendment 
moved  by  the  honorable  member  for  Cor- 
angamite  had  been  lost,  a  proposal  thai 
the  duty  under  the  general  Tariflf  be  re- 
duced to  35  per  cent,  was  agreed  to  on  the 
voices.  If  the  Treasurer  admits  that  that 
is  correct,  then  I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatta  has  a  very  str«ig 
case  in  asking  the  Government  not  to  agree 
to  tiie  Senate's  request. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— The  hcHiOTable 
member  would  always  think  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  had  a  strong 
case  against  me. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  think 
that  I  can  be  accused  of  imfairness  in  that 
respect.  If  the  facts  are  according  to  my 
recollection,  it  would  be  very  improper  to 
attempt  to  go  behind  what  hcwiorable  mem- 
bers were  certainly  given  to  understand 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government,  and 
an  intenti<xi  on  which  they,  acted. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Would  the  honorable 
member  suggest  the  alternative  that  the 
Treasurer  shpuld  have  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Govermnent  intended  to  ask 
tt^  Senate  to  request  that  the  old  duty  be 
restwed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  would  have  been 
a  manly  course  to  take. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  intend 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  the  Govern- 
ment had  such  an  intention  

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  had  at  the  time 
no  such  intention. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  to  ask  the  Senate 
to  request  this  House  to  restore  the  old 
duty,  they  should  have  intimated  that  in>- 
tention  and  have  called  for  a  division. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  had  not  the 
slightest  intention  or  thought  at  the  time 
of  doing  sa 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.~We  can  deter- 
mine what  were  the  honorable  gentleman's 
thoughts  only  by  his  actions. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Tben  the  h(xior- 
able  member  now  says  that  he  will  not 
accept  my  wwd.  I  cast  back  that  statement, 
and  sav  that  I  do  not  believe  his  wotB. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  not  bound 
to  say  whether  I  believe,  or  do  not  believe, 
fhe  honorable  member's  words ;  I  say  that 
I  judge  his  intentions  only  by  his  acts. 
It  was  undoubtedly  ccxiveyeid  to  the  minds 


of  many  honorable  members  who  voted  as 
I  did  that  the  Govermnent  would  accept  a 
reducticm  of  the  duty  to  35  per  cent.,  as 
proposed  by  the  honorable  m^ber  fot 
Melbourne,  as  a  c(»npromise  between  the 
various  conflicting  views. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [10.5].— I  pro- 
pose to  refer,  not  to  any  understanding 
entered  into,  but  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  Treasurer  to  support  any  re- 
quest by  the  Senate  to  increase  duties 
passed  by  this  House.  The  Constituticm 
not  only  provides  that  the  Senate  may  not 
amend  Bills  dealing  with  taxati<xi,  but  con- 
tains an  express  provision  against  its 
so  amending  any  Bill  as  to  increase  a 
burden  or  charge  uptm  the  people. 
The  Senate  is  entitled  to  make  sug- 
gestions, but  we  should  have  some  rul- 
ing for  our  guidance.  Taking  the  wording 
of  the  Constitution  for  my  guidance,  I 
think  it  is  .ilniost  incumbent  upon  the 
Treasurer  to  ask  the  Committee  to  refuse 
to  agree  to  requests  by  the  Senate  for  in- 
creased duties.  Only  a  Minister  may  pro- 
pose these  additions.  Talw  the  case  of  a 
State  having  twenty  or  twenty-five  repre- 
sentatives in  this  House,  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen of  whom  are  free-traders.  Is  the  will 
of  the  people  of  that  State  expressed  by 
those  eighteen  or  nineteen  representatives  in 
this  House,  or  by  two  or  three  of  their  re- 
presentatives in  another  place?  It  would 
be  absurd  if  the  rates  of  duty  were  to  be 
determined  by  the  views  of  three  or  four 
members  of  another  place,  who  cannot  pos- 
sibly represent  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
the  larger  States.  In  imposing  Custcmis 
duties,  we  are  dealing  with  matters 
affecting  the  people  in  the  mass.  These 
views  certainly  influence  me.  We  are  en- 
titled, having  regard  to  secticui  53  of  the 
CcMistituti(Mi,  to  pay  a  good  deal  of  respect 
to  requests  by  the  Senate  that  duties  be 
decreased ;  but  there  is  an  express  prohibi- 
ticm  against  the  Senate  so  amending  Bills 
as  to  increase  a  burden  or  charge  upon  the 
people.  Taking  that  as  my  guide  as  to 
what  requests  we  ought  to  accept,  I  think 
we  should  vote  against  every  request  to  in- 
crease 'the  duties  in  the  schedule  as  passed 
by  this  House. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [10.8].— 
The  proposal  to  restore  the  duty  under 
the  general  Tariff  to  40  per  cent,  would 
not  be  in  keeping  with  the  duty  under  the 
general  Tariff  on  item  106,  which  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  shou]d,be  45per  cent. 
The  duty  under  [J^geiififcaiaSigtQm  item 
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io6,  was  reduced  from  45  per  cent,  to  40 
per  cent.,  and  to  35  per  cent,  in  the  case 
of  impOTts  from  the  United  Kingdon.  A 
CQn«p(xiding  reduction  of  5  per  cent  in 
the  duties  under  item  107  was  then  made. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^And  also  be- 
cause there  were  higher  import  duties  on 
woollens. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Quite  so.  By 
that  reduction  the  difference  proposed  by 
the  Government  between  the  duties  on  items 
io6  and  107  was  preserved.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Gorarnment  agreed  to  that 
arrangement,  and  I  certainly  &ink  it  is  un. 
precedented  for  the  Government  to  have  one 
opinion  in  this  House  and  another  In  the 
Senate.  I  also  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Angas  that  it  is  monstrous  that 
we  should  be  considering  requests  by  the 
Senate  for  increased  duties.  I  argued_this 
point  yesterday,  and  I  think  that  the  honor- 
able member  for  Angas  has  strengthened  my 
contention.  The  honorable  member  has  dis- 
cussed the  question  raised  by  me  from  an- 
other and  very  important  point  of  view. 
Allowing  that  the  Senate  has  the  right 
to  submit  requests  for  increases  of 
the  burdens  of  the  people — which  I 
do  not  admit  for  a  moment,  although 
Mr.  Speaker  has  ruled  that  the  Senate 
has  that  right — there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  this  House  should  accept  such 
requests.  Honorable  nmnbers  of  this 
House  should  maintain  its  privile^  to 
alcHie  possess  the  right  to  impose  burdens 
upon  the  people. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Why  did  not  the  honorable 
gentleman  object  to  the  Speaker's  ruling? 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  has  not  been 
my  custom  hitherto,  and  I  shalf  not  begin 
now,  to  question  a  ruling  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Storker. — The  hwiorable  gentleman 
is  doing  so  now. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  merely 
expressing  my  personal  opinion.  Perhaps 
the  honorable  member  for  Bass  will  give 
expression  to  his  directly  if  he  has  any. 
Admitting  that  the  Senate  has  the  right  to 
submit  requests  for  increases  of  duties,  I 
submit  that  this  House  will  be  foregoing  its 
rights  and  privileges  if  it  agrees  to  any 
requests  by  the  Senate  for  increases  of  the 
burdens  on  the  people. 

Mr.  Storrer. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  the  honorable  gentleman  in 
order  in  discussing  in  the  way  he  is  doing 
the  powers  of  the  Senate  in  this  matter 
after  the  ruling  given  by  the  Speaker  yes- 
terday? 


The  CHAIRMAN.— I  pmnt  out  that  in 
Committee  we  are  not  supposed  to  know 
what  is  done  in  the  House.  The  right 
bcKUM-able  member  for  Swan  has  been  quite 
in  order  in  what  he  has  said. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  submit  that 
this  House  should  maintain  its  rights  and 
privileges  as  the  only  body  entitled  to  im- 
pose -increased  burd»is  on  the  people.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  action  taken  by  the 
Government  iii  ignoring  the  right  of  this 
House  to  be  the  sole  authority  invested 
with  the  power  to  impose  burdens  on  the 
people. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment making  the  duties  (General  Tariff)  40 
per  cent.  (Umted  Kingdom)  35  per  cent, 
(item  107)  be  made — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


23 
18 


Majority 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Cliamer,  J.  M. 
Chapmao,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fishei.  A. 
nroont,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Lyoe,  Sir  William 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn,  P.  McM.' 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hugaes,  \V.  M. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 


Watson,  J.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Hutchison,  J, 
O'Malley,  King 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Page,  J. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Foster,  F.  J. 


Avis. 


Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougtU,  J.  K. 
Snimon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John  ' 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tillers: 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Noes. 


Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Sir.clair,  H. 
Thomas,  J, 
Thomsofl,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Bowdea,  E.  K. 
pQynton,  A. 


Pars 

Wilks,  W.  H; 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Edwards,  R. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Reiuested  amen^fn^^fe  tf^g^oslc 


Custanu 
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Requested  amendment  in  item  108  (Ap- 
parel and  Attire — Articles  n.e.i.).  made. 

Item  113.  Bags,  Sacks,  Packs  and  Bales  for 
Bran,  Chaff,  Compressed  Fodder,  Potato, 
Onion,  Ore,  Coal,  and  Wool;  also  Sugar  Mats 
and  Corn  and  Flour  Sacks,  free. 

/teguesl.—laieit  "Sugar"  before  the  word 
"  Com." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the 'requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [10.20]. 
— I  should  like  the  Minister  to  move  the  in- 
sertion,  after  the  word  **  flour,"  of  the 
words  "  salt,  gypsum,  and  manure."  That 
would  allow  of  the  free  importation,  not  of 
bags,  which  are  made  in  the  Common- 
wealth, but  of  sacks,  which  are  imported. 
There  was  some  confusion  in  regard  to  the 
matter,  and  the  Minister  agreed  to  have 
things  set  right  In  the  Senate.  But  that 
was  not  done.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent 
the  use  as  salt,  gypsum,  and  manure  bags, 
of  com  sacks,  which  can  be  imported  free, 
and  therefore  we  might  as  well  allow  sacks 
to  be  imported  spedfically  for  sudli  use. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.22I. — I  support  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's request.  I  am  sure  that  the  Cwn- 
mittee  does  not  wish  to  do  an  injustice,  and 
therefore  point  out  that  manure  imported  in 
bags  is  admitted  free,  including  the  bags. 
As  no  protection  is  given  to  the  local  manu- 
facturers of  manure,  they  should  not  be  put 
on  a  worse  footing  than  the  importers  by 
being  made  to  pay  dutv  on  their  bags. 

Mr.  FISHER  (Wide  Bay)  [lo-sj].— Mv 
recollection  is  that  the  decision  come  to  by 
the  Committee  on  this  matter  was  a  delibe- 
rate one. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — ^That  was  in  regard  to 
bagS;  not  sacks. 

Mr.  FISHER.— The  point  is  that  it  is 
desirable  that  sacks  should  be  made  here. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Then  why  not  corn 
sacks  and  sugar  sacks  as  well  ? 
.  Mr.  FISHER.— I,  should  be  ready  to 
vote  against  the  free  admissicm  of  sugar 
sacks.  In  my  opinion,  too  many  things 
which  can  be  made  here  are  being  admitted 
free. 

Mr.  Bamford.  —  As  we  have  allowed 
other  bags  to  be  admitted  free,  why  not 
sugar  bags? 

Mr.  FISHER.— I  admit  that  there  is 
no  good  reason  for  differentiating  at  this 
stage. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [10.25].— When 
the  item  was  first  dealt  with,  a  vote  was 
come  to  hurriedly,  and  next  morning  it  was 


found  that  a  mistake  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  decision  of  the  Committee  was 
likely  to  injure  those  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bags.  Consequently  there  was  a 
recommittal,  and  an  alteration  was  made. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  It  was  in- 
tended to  make  the  alteration  in  respect  to 
bags,  not  in  respect  to  sacks. 

Mr.  STORRER. — Samples  were  sfiown 
here,  and  no  one  oould  tell  the  difference. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  was  said  that  there 
was  no  objection  to  the  free  admission  of 
sacks,  though  the  free  admission  of  bags 
was  objected  to. 

Mr.  STORRER.— We  should  adhere  to 
our  decision,  and  not  make  the  amendment 
requested  by  the  Senate. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  rise  to  a  point  of- 
order.  The  proposal  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  

The  CHAIRMAN.— No  proposal  is  be- 
fore the  Chair. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  submit  that  effect 
cannot  be  given  to  the  honorable  member's 
suj^tion.  The  Senate  has  power  fo  re- 
quest by  message  the  (xnissi<xi  or  amend- 
ment of  any  item  or  provision,  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  may,  if  it  thinks 
fit,  make  or  refuse  to  make  any  such  omis- 
sion or  amendment,  with  or  without  modi- 
fication. The  proposal  to  insert  a  num- 
ber of  articles  not  referred  to  in  the  Sen- 
ate's request  is  not  within  the  power  of  the 
Committee  cm-  indeed  this  House  to 
consider. 

Mr.  MahOn. — I  was  going  to  raise  a 
similar  point.  The  only  amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  is  the  insertion  of  the 
word  "sugar,"  and  I  contend  that  Ave 
should  confine  ourselves  to  the  consideration 
of  that  request. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  understand  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Boothby  has  asked  the 
Minister  to  made  a  modification,  in  view  of 
an  understanding  that  the  matter  would  be 
rectified  in  the  Senate. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — He  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  doubt  if  he  can  do  it  in 
the  way  suggested ;  but  in  considering  a 
request  for  an  amendment  we  can  operate 
on  the  request  as  we  could  operate  on  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Any  modification 
must  be  relevant. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Yes;  and  I  admit  that  the 
proposed  modification  mav  noti  be  rele- 
vant.   I  do  not'to*t)yKovQ<i^  Whether  it 
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might  not  be  relevant  to  operate  on  the 
suggestion  by  proposing  the  omission  from 
the  word  "  sugar  "  of  all  the  letters  fol- 
lowing the  initial  "  S,"  with  a  view  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  letters  "  alt." 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [10.29]. 
--In  order  to  test  the  matter,  I  move — 

That  the  modification  "  But  that  the  words 
'  Salt,  Gypsum  and  Manure '  be  inserted  after 
the  word  'Flour'"  be  added. 

In  the  first  instance,  salt,  gypsum,  and 
manure  bags  and  sacks  "were  made  free. 
Then  the  local  bag  manufacturers  got  to 
work,  and  on  it  being  shown  that  bags  were 
made  in  Australia,  the  decision  was  re- 
versed. On  the  seccmd  recommittal,  the 
Committee  unforunatelv  confused  bags  wi'tli 
sacks,  which  are  not  made  here,  and  that 
"being  pointed  out,  the  Government  agreed 
to  have  an  alteration  made  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fisher.— But  there  is  a  duty  on 
the  material. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— But  sacks  are  quite 
a  different  matter.  At  the  first  divisitxi, 
when  this  matter  was  previously  befwe  us, 
the  item,  including  salt,  gypsum,  and  man- 
ure bags,  -was  carried  in  the  form  in  which 
it  appears.  The  next  day  it  was  struck 
out,  but,  instead  of  being  struck  out  alto- 
gether, the  word  "  sacks "  should  have 
taken  the  place  of  "  bags."  That  was  de- 
sired by  the  Committee,  and  by  the  bag- 
makers,  who  had  no  objection  to  offer  in 
reference  to  the  sacks,  but  took  exception 
particularly  to  the  small  hessian  and  calico 
bags.  If  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  rule  that 
this  modiOcatton  cannot  be  moved,  we  shall 
have  to  see  whether  it  cannot  be  made  cm 
recommittal. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  merely  wish  to 
refer  to  the  point  of  order  which  has  been 
raised,  as  it  is  rather  important  in  the  re- 
lation of  one  House  to  the  other.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  urge  the  Committee  to 
adopt  any  rule  that  would  unduly  curtail' 
our  powers.  On  the  other  hand,  we  may 
be  in  danger  of  adopting  a  rule  which 
would  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate, 
by  making  some  small  suggestioi,  to  give 
us  a  power  of  review  which  the  Constitu- 
tion would  not  give  us  if  the  Senate  had 
not  made  such  a  suggestion.  The  point 
raised  by  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan  is  not  only  important,  but  I  see  no 
answer  to  it  at  the  present  time.  The  re- 
quest which  comes  from  the  Senate  is  to 
include  sugar  sacks  with  a  number  of  other 
sacks  in  the  free  list;  and  all  we  can  do 


is  set  fwth  in  the  following  w(»-ds  in  the 
CcHistitutioQ — 


And  the  House  of  Representatives  may,  if  it 
thinlcs  fit,  make  any  of  such  omissions  or  amend- 
ments, with  or  without  modification. 

We  can  make  the  amendment  which  the 
S«iate  requests,  or  decline  to  make  it,  or, 
if  we  make  it,  it  may  be  with  modification. 
The  essence  of  the  request  is  that  one  particu- 
lar article  shall  be  included  in  this  particu- 
lar free  list.  Could  it  t>e  said  to  be  a  modi- 
fication if  we  replied,  "Yes,  we  will  in- 
clude sugar  sacks,  but  we  will  also  include 
a  lot  of  other  articles  ?"  Jn  the  next  item, 
for  example^  there  are  wwds  "  Blankets 
(excei^  of  Rutte),  Blanketing  Flannels," 
and  so  fcnth.  In  that  item  the  Soiate  sug- 
gests that  the  words  "  whether  plain,  fancy 
or  printed  "  shall  be  inserted  after  **  Flan- 
nels." 

Mr.  Chanter.— The  range  is  greater  in 
that  case. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  is  oily  a  ques- 
tion of  degree.  Could  we  say  "Ves,  we 
accept  that  suggestion;  but  we  propose  to 
strike  out  the  words  "(except  of  Rubber)"? 
It  could  not  be  su^sted  that  we  coaUd 
take  such  a  step.  Xf  we  could,  it  would 
mean  that  any  amendment,  no  matter  how 
trifling,  suggested  by  the  Senate,  would 
throw  open  to  us  the  discussion  of  every- 
thing included  in  the  item,  whether  rele- 
vant to  the  particular  suggestion,  or  whe- 
ther a  modification  of  it  or  not. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Would  the  honor- 
able member  suggest  that  the  striking  out 
of  the  words  "  except  of  Rubber  "  presents 
a  parallel  case? 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  say  it  is  an  ex- 
treme case,  but  we  test  principles  by  ex- 
treme cases.  If  the  request  of  the  Senate 
would  enable  us  to  include  gypsum  and 
manure  sacks,  it  would  also  entitle  us  to 
alter  the  whole  free  list  and  include  any- 
thing or  everything. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  words  "  ex- 
cept of  Rubber  "  seem  to  me  almost  con- 
sequential, and  not  to  present  so  extreme  a 
case  as  the  one  we  are  considering  now. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Perhaps  that  is  so, 
but  it  is  only  a  difference  in  degree.  It 
would  be  rather  dangerous  to  say  that  the 
Senate's  suggesting  an  amendment,  no  mat- 
ter how  insignificant,  in  any  part  of  the 
item,  gives  us  the  power  to  re-of)en  a  mat- 
ter which,  without  such  a  suggestion,  has 
been  absolutely  closed. 

Mr.  Fisher.  —  Anything  cognate  to 
sugar  sacks  coul(F6l6!^t£aaAPb}^gi<- 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Yes;  for  instance, 
even  in  other  items,  there  might  be  matters 
affected  by  the  introduction  of  the  sug- 
gested word;  and  I  should  say  that  we 
would  be  quite  at  liberty  to  deal  with  them. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — For  instance,  we 
might  provide  for  sugar  sacks  made  of  a 
certain  material. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Quite  so;  we  must 
look  at  the  essence  of  the  request,  and  not 
at  the  mere  form.  If  the  Senate  submits  a 
suggestion,  it  is  open  to  us  to  consider  it, 
and  make  what  we  may  regard  as  legitimate 
consequential  amendments. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Suppose,  for  instance,  we 
provided  for  sugar  sacks  used  for  gypsum 
or  manure. 

Mr.  W.  H.  lKvn«. — Such  an  amend- 
ment might  be  held  to  be  relevant.  Without 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  proposal,  of 
which  I  know  nothing,  it  seems  to  me  a 
rather  dangerous  precedent  to  enable  the 
Senate,  by  request,  to  give  us  certain 
powers  we  would  not  otherwise  possess. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  is  not  only 
the  question  of  relevancy  to  be  considered, 
but  also  the  well-known  parliamentary  rule 
that  this  Chamber  may  not  revert  to  any 
item  which  has  been  agreed  to  by  both 
Houses. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — We  can  modify  any 
amendment  the  Senate  suggests. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Yes,  but  we  cannot 
introdure  new  matter  in  regard  to  which 
the  Senate  has  sent  no  request.  This 
House  has  already  decided  to  exclude  the 
other  kinds  of  sacks,  and  in  that  decision 
the  Senate  has  (incurred,  and,  therefore,  I 
submit  that  we  cannot  re-open  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — As  an  illustration, 
it  we  included  other  items,  they  could  be 
sent  back  to  us  with  further  suggested 
amendments. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Yes,  and  thereby 
re-open  a  whole  range  of  subjects  which 
have,  by  parliamentary  rule,  been  closed. 
There  miist  be  some  finality,  and  all  wc 
do  must  be  in  reference  to  what  the  Senate 
has  actually  done,  which,  in  this  instance, 
has  been  to  exclude  every  other  kind  of  sack 
except  sugar  sacks.  This  is  more  than  a 
matter  of  relevancy.  It  involves  the  well- 
known  parliamentarv  rule,  which  has 
existed  since  time  inmiemorial,  and  without 
which  there  would  be  no  finality  to  our 
debates,  or  to  the  consideration  of  any  sub- 
ject as  to  which  differences  of  opinion  ex- 
isted. What  the  honorable  member  desires 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  Senate  initiating 

'  [376] 


taxation,  which  they  cannot  do.  The  Pre- 
sident of  that  Chamber  ruled  distinctly 
upon  that  point.  He  would  not  permit  to 
be  made  any  requests  that  would  have  tht 
effect  of  initiating  taxation. 

Mr.  Bamford. — In  the  next  request  they 
do  initiate  taxation. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  That  is  an 
article  which  has  been  covered  by  some  other 
item  in  the  Tariff.  The  President  laid 
down  the  rule  that  new  items  could  not  be 
introduced  in  the  Senate.  Their  power  am- 
sists  in  requesting  amendments  on  items 
which  we  have  submitted  to  them. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Look  at  request  No.  36. 
They  have  initiated  .a  new  proposition 
there. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable 
member  will  find  that  that  is  not  a  new 
item.  • 

Mr.  Chanter.— They  have  added  saddle- 
bag. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Saddlebag  was 
somewhere  else  in  the  Tariff.  The  hon- 
orable meihber  cannot  find  salt,  gypsum, 
and  manure  sacks  anywhere  else  in  the 
Tariff,  and  therefore  the  proposal  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  would  be 
actually  introducing  r>ew  items  which  it 
had  already  been  decided  by  both  Houses 
to  exclude  from  the  schedule.  If  we  do 
that  we  shall  never  reach  finality.  The 
point  raised  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Swan  is  a  good  one,  and  must  stand  a& 
against  the  contention  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
an  authority  upon  constitutional  law  or  pro- 
cedure, but  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Trea- 
surer to  remedy  an  injtistitx  which  has  cer- 
tainly been  done  to  the  manure  manufac- 
turers. There  is  no  duty  upon  their  finished 
product,  and  they  have  to  pay  a  duty  on 
their  bags.  Other  industries,  which  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  heavy  duties,  have  free  bags. 
I  ask  the  Treasurer  to  consider  this  line  of 
industry,  and  if  there  is  any  method  by 
which  he  can  put  these  sacks  on  the  free 
list  to  adopt  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  listened  care- 
fully to  the  discussion  on  the  point  of 
order.  It  has  only  confirmed  the  opinion 
that  I  held  previously.  If  I  were  to  allow, 
in  an  item  like  this,  general  amendments 
such  as  that  suggested  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby,  we  should  practically 
open  up  the  whole  Tariff  for  discussion 
again.     The  amendment  ^wg^^^^y  the 
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Senate    is    the    insertion    of  the  word 
"  sugar "    in    relation    to     the  word 
"sacks."     It  would   be   quite  in  order 
for    an    amendment  to  be    moved  in 
this     Chamber     to    {Hovide    that  they 
should  be  50-lb.  sacks — I  understand  that 
they  are  now  75-lb.  sacks— or  that  they 
should  be  made  of  some  particular  kind  of 
material.    But  it  would  be  distinctly  out  of 
order,  and  be  creating  an  entirely  new  item 
not  relevant  to  the  requested  amendment,  to 
include  salt,  gypsum,  and  manure  sacks, 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Boothby  pro- 
poses.    I  rule  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Question— That  the  requested  amend- 
ment making  sugar  sacks  free  (item  113) 
be  made— put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes     ...         ...         ...  22 

.Noes      ...  ...  ...  ,  15 


Majority 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Bowdeo,  E.  K. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Joseph 
Cook,  Hume 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 

Fisher,  A. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 

Mahoa,  H. 
Mathews,  J. 


Ayes. 

Knox,  W. 
Lync,  Sir  -William 
Manger,  S. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilson,  J.  G. 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 

Nozs. 

Salmon,  C.  C. 
Stotrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D.. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers; 
Poyntoa,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  made. 
Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  10.54  p.m. 


?^ousE  Of  Hrpresrntiifibcs. 

Friday,  24  April,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  10.30 
a'.m.,  and  read  prayers. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  MATHEWS  presented  a  petition 
from  sixty-one  users  of  kerosene   oil  en- 
gines in  Victoria,  jiraying  the  House  to 


make  the  amendment  requested  by  the 
Senate,  requiring  kerosene  and  other  re- 
fined petroleum  oils  n.e.i.  imported  free  to 
have  a  fiash  point  of  not  less  than  97  de- 
grees Fahrenheit  accwding  to  the  Afael- 
Pensky  close  test. 

Petiticm  received  and  read. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  presented  similar  peti- 
tions from  seventeen  users  of  kerosene  (hI 
engines  in  New  SouHi  Wales  and  ixom  686 
in  South  Australia. 

Petitic»i5  received. 

REGISTRATION  OF  MEDICAL 
DEGREES. 

Mr.  MALONEY. — Has  the  attention  of 
the  Prime  Minister  been  drawn  to  the  fol- 
lowing statement  by  Professw  Allen,  re- 
ported in  to-day's  Ag€y  in  which,  alliiding 
to  the  registration  ox  pra-scxis  whom  some 
have  termed  as  Ikensed  to  kill  and  privi- 
leged to  murder — a  very  true  descripti<m,  I 
should  say,  in  this  case — he  said — 

The  gentleman  whose  case  had  been  cited 
came  to  the  Melbourne  University  as  a  single 
subject  man  in  1905.  He  had  never  matricu- 
lated, had  never  passed  the  University's  exami* 
nations  in  English,  Latin,  &c. — subjects  that 
were  postulated  in  the  matter  of  medical  train- 
ing ;  and  whatever  work  he  did  in  Melbourne 
could  count  for  nothing  in  their  University-  He 
had  been  just  eighteen  months  at  the  Melbourne 
University,  and  none  of  the  work  he  had  done 
would  count  at  the  University  for  the  medical 
degree.  After  that  eighteen  months'  course  he 
proceeded  to  America,  and  returned  in  July, 
'907,  with  the  degree  of  M.D.,  Boston. 
(Laughter.)  The  total  from  the  beginnmg  in 
Melbourne  was  two  yean  and  less  than  six 
months, 'and  yet  the  Medical  Board  had  no  op- 
tion but  to  register  him. 

In  answering  the  question  I  should  like  the 
honorable  and  le.irned  gentleman  to  bear  in 
mind  the  provision  of  secticm  51  of  tlw 
Constitution,  under  which,  perhaps,  some- 
thing may  be  done  to  protect  the  people 
from  unqualified  medical  practitioners. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  have  not  read  the 
statement,  because,  as  the  OKitrol  of  the 
medical  profession  is  wholly  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  States,  I  am  happily  re- 
lieved of  responsibility.  No  doubt  the 
case  demands  the  attention  which,  from  a 
professional  point  of  view,  the  honorable 
member  has  given  to  it. 

PORT  PIRIE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Has  the  Postmaster- 
General  any  information  to  give  concerning 
the  negotiations  with  the  State  Government 
for  an  exchange  in  connexion  with  a  site  for 
a  post  office  at  PcH;|jtl'if^GoOgIe 
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Mr.  MAUGER.— The  State  Government 
has  the  matter  under  its  CQnsiderati<x).  I 
wrote  to  it  on  the  subject  some  ten  or  twelve 
days  ago,  asking  that  the  matter  should  be 
expedited. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— It  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  months. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  understand  that  one 
of  the  South  Australian  Ministers  will 
shortly  be  in  Melbourne,  and  I  hope  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  confer  with  him. 

PAPUAN  LAND  LEA'SES. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  External  Affairs,  upon  notice — 

In  view  of  the  attempted  land  "dummying" 
by  some  of  the  Papuan  officials,  aod  tbe  conse- 
quent creation  of  land  monopoly  in  its  wont 
form  for  the  benefit  of  special  privileged  specu- 
lators«  will  the  Government,  by  Executive  pro- 
clamatioQ,  limit  all  leases  to  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years,  until  the  whole  question  has 
been  examined  and  settled  by  this  Parliament 
in  the  interest  of  posterity's  struggling  multi. 
tudes  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.—The  answer  to  the  hon- 
orable member's  question  is — 

The  existing  law  is  so  stringent  in  its  condi- 
tions as  to  improvements  that  Chere  is  no  reason 
for  fear  that  unused  land  can  be  held  locked  up 
by  land  speculators,  none  of  whom  are  in  any 
way  privileged,  or  even  encouraged.  The  atten- 
tion recently  called  to  the  land  applications  bow 
proceeding,  and  the  prompt  action  taken,  will 
add  another  safeguard  to  support  the  Adminis- 
tration. 

As  the  hraiorable  member  is  aware,  only 
leaseholds  are  obtainable  in  Papua. 

Mr.  MpWiLUAMS.— The  Government  is 
protecting  the  interests  of  the  natives? 

Mr.  DEAKIN— Amply. 

DRAWBACK  ON  EXCISE  SUGAR. 

Mr.  CHANTER  (for  Mr.  Mahon)  asked 
the  Treasurer,  upon  notice — 

I.  Did  not  the  statement  of  the  Comptroller- 
General  of  Customs,  in  October  last,  that  "a 
drawback  of  duty  is  allowed  "  on  Excise  sugar, 
mean  that  the  Department  had  actually  been 
paying  out  such  drawbacks:  if  not,  will  he  ex- 
plain the  true  meaning  of  the  statement? 

3.  If  no  claim  for  drawback  of  duty  on  Ex- 
cise sugar  had  been  received  or  anticipated,  why 
did  the  Customs  Department  issue  a  regulation 
making  provision  for  the  payment  of  such  draw- 
back? 

3.  Is  it  considered  ec<momicaI  to  expend 
money  in  tbe  preparation  and  printing  of  re- 
gulations which,  on  the  showing  of  Uie  Customs 
Department  itself,  provide  for  conditions  which 
have  not  arisen  and  are  not  expected  to  arise? 
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4.  Can  he  see  his  way  to  fuxnish  a  relevant 
answer,  to  the  following  question,  put  on  23rd 
instant  : — 

If  drawback  is  paid  on  Excise  sugar  sent 
abroad  for  consumption,  will  not  the 
results  of  such  payment  be — 
(a)  That  the  Treasury  will  have  paid 
away  in  bounty  and  in  draw- 
back £2  per  ton  more  than  it 
has  received  from  Excise;  and 
(J)  That    the  Australian    people  will 
have  been  taxed  in  order  to  pro- 
•vide  cheap  beer,  jams,  jellies, 
&c,     for    foreigners,  though 
themselves  paying  the  full  Aus- 
tralian mancet  price  for  these 
commodities? 

5.  Referring  to  the  third  paragraph  of  his 
answer  on  23rd  inst.,  does  he  undertake  to  say 
that  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth  is  to  give 
a  double  bounty  on  sugar — a  bounty  of  ^^"3  per 
ton  to  the  grower  of  the  cane,  and  an  addi- 
tional bounty  of  £a  per  ton  when  the  sugar 
made  from  such  cane  is  exported  from  the  Com- 
mOQweatth  ? 

6.  In  the  event  of  the  "precautions"  of  the 
Department  proving  ineffective  to  prevent  the 
payment  (on  Excise  sugar  exported)  of  the  draw- 
back fixed  for  imported  sugar,  will  not  the  Trea- 
sury have  paid  away  on  such  Excise  sugar  ex- 
ported £s  per  tcm  more  than  it  has  received? 

7.  Will  the  Treasurer  give  a  direct  answer 
to  the  following  queries  put  to  him  on  the  23rd 
inst.  : — 

Referring  to  his  reply  that  the  Constitution 
Act  provides  "authority  for  the  payment 
of  bounty  " — 

(fl)  Does  he  contend  that  the  Constitution 
entitles  him  to  pay,  on  his  own  motion 
and  without  the  sanction  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  bounty  on  exported  sugar? 

{6)  Can  he  mention  any  other  product  ex- 
cept sugar  which  obtains  a  botmty  on 
export  withoat  the  authority  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament;  and 
.{c)  If  he  considered  that  local  sugar,  when 
exported,  was  entitled  to  be  assisted  by 
bounty,  why  did  he  not  include  that 
commodity  m  the  measure  recently  be- 
fore this  House  which  appropriates 
revenue  for  the  payment  of  bounties? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~The  answers  to 
the  honorable  member's  questions  aie — 

1.  This  was  answered  in  reply  to  question  1 
of  yesterday.  See  also  answer  to  question  a 
of  to-day.  . 

2.  A  claim  might  at  any  time  be  made,  and 
regulations  are  framed  covering  all  matters 
necessary  to  be  prescribed  under  the  Excise  Act. 

3.  See  answer  to  No.  2. 

4.  The  answer  of  No.  3  of  questions  asked 
yesterday  is  considered  relevant. 

5.  No.  As  stated  yesterday,  tbe  question  of 
bounty  on  cane  produced  by  white  labour  has 
no  connexion  with  that  of  the  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  the  sugar  produced  from  such  cane. 

6.  There  is  no  likelihood  of  the  precautions 
proving  ineffective. 

7.  It  is  difficult  to  give  any  other  answer  than 
that  there  is  no  bomit^, »  @t5^gtp- 
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JAM  MANUFACTURERS'  COMBINE. 

Mr.  McDOUGALL  asked  the  Minister 
of  Tjade  and  Customs,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  it  is  true,  as  alleged,  that  the 
Monbulk  Fruit  Growers'  Co-operative  Factory 
is  being  squeezed  out  of  the  market  by  the  un- 
fair trading  practices  of  the  Victorian  Jam 
Manufacturers'  combine? 

2.  Is  it  a  fact  that,  through  unscrupulous 
trade  pressure  on  the  part  of  the  jam  combine, 
the  working  staff  of  tie  Monbijlk  Co-operative 
Factory  has  been  reduced  from  sixty  hands  to 
four? 

3.  It  is  stated  that  the  jam  combine  has  so 
forced  down  the  price  of  raspberries  that 
growers  at  Monbulk  and  other  places  are  being 
compelled  to  give  up  cultivating  them.  Will 
the  Minister  ascertain  if  the  statement  is  true; 
and,  if  it  is  true,  will  he  take  effective,  steps 
to  prevent  the  raspberry  growers  from  being 
crushed  by  the  combine  in  question? 

4.  Has  he  noticed  the  press  statement  that  the 
jam  combine  is  now  in  a  position  to  absolutely 
dictate  prices  to  the  raspberry  growers.  If  he 
has,  what  does  he  propose  to  do  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Inquiries 
are  now  being  made. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 

Mr.  KELLY  asked  the  Prime  Minister, 
upon  notice — 

What  magazines,  periodicals,  or  publications 
liave  been  purchased  by  the  Government  during 
the  last  twelve  months  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vertising Australia? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The   answer  to  the 

h<xiorable  member's  question  is — 

There  have  been  no  copies  of  magazines  or 
periodicals,  except  Australia  To-day,  purchased 
during  the  present  financial  year.  The  other 
publications  purchased  during  that  period  have 
been  100  copies  of  the  Year-Book  of  Australia; 
T.ooo  copies  of  the  Hand-Hook  of  Australia 
fi.ive  been  \mder  order  for  some  time  past,  but 
have  not  yet  been  received, 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideraticm  of  Senate's 
requests  resumed  from  23rd  April,  vide 
page  10574) : 

Item  114.  Blankets  (except  of  Rubber) ; 
Blanketing;  Flannels,  including  Domett  contain, 
ing  Wool;  Rugs,  n.e.i.,  including  Buggy  Rugs 
or  Aprons,  and  Rugging,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  Sth  No- 
vember, 1907,  25  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom), 
30  per  cent.;  and  on  and  after  Sth  November, 
Kjo;,  20  per  cent. 

Requested  amendments  inserting  after  the 
word  "  Flannels  "  the  words  "  whether 
plain,  fancy,  or  printed,''  and  after  the 
word  "Wool"  the  words  "also  Crimean 
and  Ceylon  shirtings  containing  wool  "  not 
made. 


Motion  (by  Sir  Wzluau  Lvne)  put — 

That  tbe  requested  amendments  making  the 
rates  of  duty  ad  val.  {General  Tariff),  30  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  .cent.,  be 
made. 


The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...  ...  •■■  23 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  18 


Majority 


Bamford,  F,  W. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austio 
Cook,  Home 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbairn,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom.  L.  K. 
Hall,  D.  R. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Webster,  W. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 
Harper,  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Kingston,  C.  C, 
Catts,  J.  H. 

Page,  J-  ^ 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Wynne,  A. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Knox,  W. 


Avis. 


Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Matbews,  1. 
Manger,  S. 
McDoagali,  J.  K. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 

Tellers: 
Storrer,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Nois. 


McWiDiams,  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Pairs. 


Johnson,  W.  E, 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddeil,  F. 
Willis,  Henry 
Brown,  TiUey 
Fysb,  Sir  Philip 
Foxton,  Colonel 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendments  mcde. 

Item  115.  Carpets,  Carpeting,  Floorcloths, 
Floor  and  Carriage  Mats  of  any  material  ex- 
cept Coir,  Lap-dusters,  and  Floor  Rugs,  and 
Coverings  (including  Felts  and  Pads),  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  20  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 15  per  cent,  on  and  after  Sth  November, 
1907. 

Request. — Make  the  duties  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  15  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  to  per 
cent. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  put — 
That  the  requ«tegg,^m^d<@^^g(.^made. 


Custonu 
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The  Comnuttee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


23 
18 


Majority 


Carr,  E.  S- 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewiag,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutdiison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney.  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn,  P.  UcM. 
Hedges.  W.  N. 
Hashes,  W.  M. 
Irvine.  W.  H. 


Ayes. 

M  auger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Sinclair,  U. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers:  ' 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Foster,  F.  J. 


Nobs. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
McWiiliams,  W.  J. 
FoyntoQ,  A. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
Bowden.  E.  K. 


Fairs. 


Webster,  W. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
O'Malley.  King 
Harper.  R. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page.  J. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Wynne,  A. 
Spence,  W.  G. 


Johnson,  W.  E. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Edwards,  R. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Willis.  Hen?y 
Brown,  Tillev 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 


Que&tion  so  resolved  in  the  afllnnative. 

Requested  amendments  not  made. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  116  (Coir 
Mats  and  Matting),  and  item  117  (Cosies 
and  Cushions)  made. 

Item  118. — Curtains  and  Blinds  n.e.i.  (not  in> 
eluding  Blinds  attached  to  Rollers);  Curtain 
CIii>s,  Bands,  Txtops,  and  Holders;  and  Blind 
Tassels,  and  Acorns,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
35  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

Request. — Make  the  item  free. 

Motion  (by  Six  Williau  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [10.55].— I 
should  like  to  know  why  the  Minister  pro- 
poses not  to  accept  the  request  of  the 
Senate  in  this  instance.  It  seems  rather  a 
peculiar  thing  to  do.  This  is,  I  under- 
stand, purely  .a  revenue  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Curtains  are  made 
here  in  many  places. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.56]. — We  are  entitled  to  have  scsne 
fuller  explanation. 

Sir  WiLUAU  Lyne. — I  have  given  all 
the  ,  explanation  that  I  think  necessary. 
Curtains  are  made  in  Australia  from  cotton 
piece  goods. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Where  are  they 
made? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^At  Robertson  and 
Mt^att's,  Buckley  and  Nunn's,  and  many 
other  large  places. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Why  oould  not 
the  Government  tell  us  that  beftwe? 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 
'  Requested  amendment  in  item  119  (Furs 
and  oth^  Skins)  made. 

Item  lao. — Gloves— 

(a)  Men's  Gloves  of  all  kinds  and  materials, 

ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent ; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 

(b)  Gloves  n.e.i.,  of  alt  kinds  and  materials, 

including   Mittens,  ad   val.  (General 
Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;   and  on  and 
after    i4tb    October,    1907,    15  per 
cent. ;    (United    Kingdom),    aa  per 
cent. ;  and  on  and  after  14U1  October, 
'  1907,  10  per  cent. 
Request. — Leave  out  the  words  "  Men's  Gloves 
of  all  kinds  and  materials,"  paragraph  (a),  and 
insert  in  Hen  thereof  the  words  "Gloves  being 
Harvesting,  Driving,  Housemaids',  and  Gardm- 
ing." 

Sir.  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.58]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

1  am  moving,  with  sMne  reluctance,  that 
the  request  as  to  the  wording  of  para- 
graph A  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Are  gloves  made 
here?    What  are  the  facts? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  that 
gloves  of  all  kinds  are  made  here. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^The  Minister  did 
not  prove  this  statement  on  the  last  occasion 
when  we  were  dealing  with  the  item. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  I  did; 
and  I  gave  the  names  of  the  firms. 

Sir  John  Forhest. — The  Minister's 
statement  is  contradicted  absolutely  by 
glove  makers. 

Sir  WILLIAM  -LYNE.— Very  reluc- 
tantly, and  in  consequence  of  the  large  vote 
in  the  Senate,  I  feel  that  I  must  accept  the 
wording  of  this  request,  whilst  not  propos- 
ing to  agree  to  their  request  in  respect  of 
the  dutv. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [ii.o].— It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  amend  the  wording 
of  paragraph  a  as  proposed  we  shall  im- 
pose a  duty  o^,^o^j^i(3^^  gloves 
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used  by  the  poorer  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, namely,  harvesting,  driving,  house- 
maidsS  and  gardening  gloves.  '  If  such 
gloves  are  not  made  here,  I  shall  not  vote 
for  the  impositicHi  of  a  high  revenue,  duty 
upcffl  them. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook; — They  are  made  here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.2]. — I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  is  under  a  misapprehension.  I 
invite  the  Committee  to  amend  the  weeding 
of  paragraph  a  as  requested  and  to  disagree 
with  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  duty. 
When  we  cwne  to  the  next  requested  amend- 
ment, which  provides  that  gloves  n.e.i.  of 
all  kinds  and  materials,  including  mittens, 
shall  be  free,  I  also  propose  to  ask  the 
Cixnmittee  to  adhere  to  the  duty. 

Mr..  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [11.3]- 
— I  understand  that  the  Minister  intends  to 
ask  the  Cmnmittee  to  disagree  with  the  re- 
quest that  the  duty  of  30  per  cent,  under 
the  general  Tariff  and  of  20  per  cent,  in 
respect  of  imports  from  the  United  King- 
dom under  paragraph  a  be  removed. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Then  what  is  the 
object  of  specializing  these  particular  classes 
of  gloves? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot  do  other 
than  ask  the  Committee  to  agree  or  dis- 
agree with  the  requested  amendment  as  to 
tiie  duty. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— There  . is  no  oc- 
casion for  the  Treasurer  to"  lose  his  temper. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11. 4].— This  is  a 
very  fair  revenue  item.  The  honorable 
member  for  Newcastle  is  squeamish  about 
taxing  what  he  describes  as  the  gloves  of 
the  poor,-  but  when  the  item  of  blankets  was 
under  consideration  the  same  feeling  was 
not  manifested,  although  blankets  are  of 
far  more  importance  than  are  gloves  to  the 
poorer  classes. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Blankets  are  made  here 
and  sold  at  prices  below  those  of  the  im- 
ported goods. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Committee  was  also 
very  keenly  in  favour  of  a  heavy  duty  on 
carpets,  although  in  a  country  like  this 
carpets  are  not  the  sole  concern  of  the  rich. 
Driving  gloves  are  not  used  by  the  poorer 
classes  in  Australia,  and  housemaids'  gloves 
as  a  rule  are  provided  not  by  the  house- 
maids, but  by  those  who  employ  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  so  with  gar- 
dening gloves. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  How  many 
poor  people  in  Newcastle  have  large  gar- 
dens and  wear  gloves  when  they  work  in 


them.  I  am  pleased  that  the  Treasurer  is 
resisting  the  aboliticm  of  the  duty  requested 
by  another  place — ^which  must  be  a  swell 
House — having  in  view-  the  fact  that,  while 
it  favours  the  aboliticHi  of  the  duty  on  these 
gloves,  it  is  prepared  to  put  a  heavy  duty 
on  blankets. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [11. 7]- 
— I  fail  to  follow  the  honorable  member's 
contention  that  this  is  a  legitimate  item  for 
a  high  revenue  duty.  He  holds  that  it  is 
reasonable  to  impose  duties  of  30  per  cent, 
and  20  per  cent,  on  harvesting,  driving, 
housemaids',  and  gardening  gloves,  whilst 
dress  gloves  are  dutiable  at  1 5  per  cent,  and 
10  per  cait.  The  honorable  member  holds 
that  it  is  reasonable  to  impose  lower  duties 
on  gloves  worn  purelv  for  ornamental  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — But  the  last-named 
class  are  not  made  in  Australia,  while  the 
others  are  produced  here. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— If  the  honorable 
member  for  Dalley  regards  this  as  a  fair 
distribution  of  taxation,  I,  for  one,  do  not. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [11. 8].— It 
seems  to  me  that  in  this  case,  as  in  several 
other  cases,  the  Committee  is  in  somewhat 
of  a  difficulty.  I  should  pref^  to  adhere 
to  the  paragraph  as  originally  passed  by 
this  Chamber,  but  it  would  appear  that  we 
have  no  opportunity  of  doing  so;  that  we 
must  either  impose  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
in  respect  of  these  gloves  or  make  the  line 
free. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  Treasurer  may  pro- 
pose an  alteratim  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  BAMFORD. — Apparently  he  is  not 
inclined  to  do  so,  and  we  have  either  to 

accept  his  proposal,  or  that  suggested  by 
another  place.  I  do  not  wish  to  vote  to 
place  these  gloves  on  the  free  list,  but  I 
think  that  a  duty  of  30  per  cent,  is  too 
high. 

Mr,  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.9].— There  has 
been  some  discussion  cm  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  gloves  described  in  para- 
graph A,  as  proposed  to  be  amended,  are 
made  in  Australia.  I  could  take  honorable 
members  to  a  factory  within  fifteen  minutes' 
journey  of  this  House,  where  they  are  being 
made,  and  since  the  manufacturers  have  to 
use  certain  imported  leather  in  respect  of 
which  a  duty  is  levied,  I  do  not  ^ink  it 
would  be  reasonable  to  allow  the  finished 
article  to  come  in  free. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — Kid  skins  are 
being  produced  i^.g^lg^'-^Ogle 
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Mr.  TUDOR.— I  know  the  leathers  that 
are  being  made  here,  and  that  they  are  very 
good  leathers.  An  excellent  glac6  kid  is 
being  made  here  at  the  present  time.  I 
trust  that  the  Ccxnmittee  will  agree  to  the 
Minister's  sug^stion  to  accept  the  re- 
quested alteraticm  of  the  wording,  and  'to 
retain  the  duty  as  passed  in  this  House. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Requested  amendment,  making  item  120, 
paragraph  a,  free,  not  made. 

Sir  WILLIAM^  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [11.13]. — I  wish,  sir,  to  ask  whether 
I  should  be  in  wder  in  moving  an  amend-, 
ment  on  the  wording  of  paragraph  b  of  the 
item.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Departm«it 
that  we  should  insert  after  the  word 
*'  materials  "  the  words  "  not  coming  with- 
in item  326.*'  Item  326  covers  "fancy 
goods/'  and  the  object  of  that  su^^gc^ted 
amendment  is  to  exclude  from  this  item 
cricketing  and  other  spcvting  gloves. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [11. 14].  —  The  Committee  are 
entitled  to  receive  some  explanation  of  a 
proposal  to  insert  these  wwds.  Without 
such  an  explanation  they  are  left  to  dis- 
cover the  reason  for  themselves,  and  so  are 
led  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Committee.  I 
find  that  item  326  covers — 

Fancy  Goods ;  including  Card  Cases ;  SnuS 
and  Match  Boxes,  Purses,  n-ci. ;  Wallets; 
Thimbles ;  Serviette  Rings ;  ButtoD  Hooks ;  Shoe 
Honis  and  Lifts;  Glove  Stretdiera;  Toys,  other 
than  Dolls  undressed;  Ivory  and  other  orna- 
mental figures;  Feather  Dusters;  Paper  Para> 
sols. 

Sir  W1LZ.1AH  Lyne. — The  h(»iorable 
member  is  wasting  time  now. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  the 
Minister's  fault  if  I  am.  Item  325  also 
covers — 

Articles  used  for  outdoor  and  indoor  games ; 
Tishing  Appliances  n.e.i.,  and  Articles  o.e.i. 
used  for  ornamental  purposes  or  partly  for  use 
and  partly  for  ornament,  including  Fancy 
Ground  and  Cut  Glass  Bottles  of  over  5  drams 
of  fluid  capacity,  containing  goods  not  subject 
to  ad  valorem  duty,  and  Stoppers  for  such 
Bottles. 

There  would  have  been  no  reason  for  this 
statement  if  the  Minister  had  explained 
what  he  proposes. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  explain. 

The  CHAIRMAN. — I  cannot  accept  the 
proposed  amendment  of  the  wording  gf 
paragraph  b  of  the  item.  The  ruling  given 
last  night  in  ccmnexion  with  sugar  bags 
must,  I  think,  be  held  to  cover  this  case 
also.  HcHUM-able  members  will  obsm-e  that 
the  Senate  agreed  to  the  wording  of  para- 
graph B  of  this  item,  as  it  passed  this 


House,  and  has  disagreed  with  the  acticm 
of  this  House  in  this  case  <Mily  in  respect 
to  the  duty.  If  the  Ccxnmittee  were  now 
to  go  back  upon  the  wcMrk  it  did  when  the 
item  was  previously  before  it,  the  Senate 
might  desire  to  do  the  same,  and  there 
wcAiJd  be  no  fmalitv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [ir.18].  —  The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  has  said  that  I  gave  no 
explanatim  of  the  amendment  I  propose  to 
make  in  the  wording  of  paragraph  b  of  this 
item.  I  said  that  the  intention  was  to  ex- 
clude gloves  covered  by  item  326  such  as 
cridbetuig  and  other  sporting  gloves. 

Mr.  (^ANTEK. — ^The  proposed  amend 
ment  has  been  ruled  out  of  order. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  aware  of 
that ;  and  it  was  because  of  the  dedsion 
given  last  night  that  I  asked  the  Chairman 
to  say  whether  I  should  be  in  order  in 
moving  such  an  amendment.  I  propose 
now  that  the  Committee  shc^ild  agree  to  the 
alteraticxi  of  the  dates  requested .  by  the 
Senate,  and  shall  not  accept  the  request 
to  make  the  item  free. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— What  is  the  esti- 
mate of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  under 
the  item? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— It  is  ;^25,ooo. 
In  reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  date 
from  14th  October  to  14th  November,  1907, 
I  should  say  that  I  am  informed  by  the 
Clerk  that  it  is  merely  a  correction  of  an 
error  which  was  made  in  this  House. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11. 19].  —  I  am  in  agreement  with  the 
Minister  in  coimexicHi  with  this  item.  For 
the  life  of  me,  I  am  unable  to  get  up  any 
enthusiasm  in  exposition  to  a  duty  on 
gloves,  when  we  are  taxing  people's 
blankets  and  food  of  every  d^ription  to 
the  greatest  possible  extent.  In  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  not  tmreasonable  to  ask 
persons  who  can  afford  to  wear  decent  gloves 
to  pay  a  fair  duty  cm  them. 

Requested  amendment,  altering  date  of 
operation  of  duty  from  October  to  Novem- 
ber (item  120,  paragraph  b),  made. 

Requested  amendment,  making  item  120, 
paragraph  b;  free,  not  made. 

Item  lal.  Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnet;. — 
(A)  Wool  Felt  Hats,  in  any  stage  of  manu- 
facture, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35 
per  cent, ;  and  on  and  after  14th  No- 
vember, 1907,  per  dozen,  163. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  14th  November,  1907,  per  dozen, 

Request. — Make  the  duty  (General  Tariff),  16s. 
per  dozen,  or  35  Bf^ti^^  @Oe^gte*=*«'" 
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rate  returns  the  higher  doty;  (United  Kingdom), 
^25.  per  dozen,  or  30  per  cent,  ad  val.,  which- 
ever  fate  returns  the  higher  duty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [ri.2i]. — I  move — 
That  the  requested  amendment  be  made, 

Ir  has.  been  considered  that  the  requested 
amendment  represents  a  better  method  of 
dealing  with  the  item  than  that  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [11.22]. 
— This  is  an  item  which  was  debated  in 
this  Chamber  at  considerable  length,  and 
with  considerable  heat ;  and  the  general  im- 
pression was  that  the  impositicm  of  a 
specific  duty  of  i6s.  per  dozen  should  be 
contested  whenever  opportunity  arose.  This 
is  a  duty  which,  in  many  cases,  amounts 
to  over  100  per  cent,  cm  the  lower-priced 
articles;  aind  a  simple  method  pu^sents  it- 
self of  abolishing  it.    I  move — 

"'That  the  motion  be  amended  by  adding  the 
words  "  but  that  the  words  '  168.  per  dozen  or,' 
and  the  words  *  '  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,'  be  left  out." 

Mr.  Tudor.- — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
As  this  House  agreed  to  the  rate  of  i6s. 
per  dozen,  I  sulxoit  that  all  that  is  bef<»e 
us  now  is  the  altematii'e  rate  suggested 
the  Senate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  whole  of  the 
suggested  amendment  is  now  before  the 
Committee,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders  is  quite  in  order  in  proposing  any 
modificaticMis  he  desires. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  effect  of 
the  amendment  is  to  strike  out  the  specific 
rate,  and  restore  the  duly  to  that  which,  I 
think,  was  originally  proposed  by  the  Go- 
vernment, namely,  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11.25].— This 
item  left  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
a  specific  duty — one  of  the  few  in  the 
Tariff — and  it  is  now  returned  with  an  al- 
ternative duty.  The  feeling  right  through 
the  debate  in  this  Chamber  was  against 
composite  duties,  and  during  the  considera- 
tion of  the  first  Tariff,  the  evils  of  such 
duties  were  distinctly  shown,  and  they 
were  abandoned,  even  after  a  strong  ap- 
peal made  by  the  then  Minister  of  Cus- 
toms. Apparently,  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  is  to  tax  the  cheapest  articles  the 
most  heavily  in  the  intoests,  I  suppose,  of 
one  particular  factory,  or  several  factories 
in  Australia.  But  if  we  treat  the  hat- 
making  industry  in  this  way,  why  not  treat 
all  industries  similarly,  seeing  that  every  in- 
dustry produces  cheap  articles  ?  I  am 
strongly  against  any  such  step ;  because  I 
regard  such  duties  as  a  distinct  levy  on 


those  who  can  least  afford  to  pay  high 
prices.  The  duty  of  i6s.  per.  dozen  means 
a  .  tax  of  150  per  cent,  cm  some  of  the 
cheaper  hats ;  and  if  the  public,  who  pur- 
chase these  articles,  were  aware  of  that 
fact,  they  would  lose  much  of  their  en- 
thusiasm on  behalf  of  this  industry. 

Sir  WiLLi!\M  Lyme. — ^Those  people  do 
not  pay  the  tax  because  the  hats  are 
cheaper. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  pay  in  the  sense 
that  the  local  manufacturers  desire  the 
high  duty  in  order  to  ^  keep  the  cheapest 
imported  articles  out  of  the  country. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Those  articles  can 
be  produced  more  cheaply  here. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Treasurer  is  a  pro- 
tectionvst  in  cxcelsis;  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  follow  him.  I  intend  to  support 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Flinders. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [11.27].— I  think 
that  the  Chairman  has  made  a  mistake  in 
admitting  the  amendment  of  the  h(XK»'able 
member  for  Flinders.  - 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  withdraw  any  leflec- 
ticm  which  my  words  may  appear  to  cast 
upcxi  the  Chairman.  There  is  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  itan,  as  it  left  this 
House,  imposed  a  speafic  duty  of  i6s.  per 
dozen ;  and  all  the  S«uite  has  d(xie  is  to 
suggest  an  alternative  duty.  In  my  opinion 
the  words  "i6s.  per  do^n,"  which  ap- 
pear in  the  Senate's  request,  are  a  printer's 
error.  If  the  Senate  had  not  suggested  an 
alternative  duty,  this  item  would  not  have 
been  before  us;  and  no  <Mie  knows  that 
lietter  than  does  the  honwable  member  for 
Flinders. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Is  the  hcKHH-able  monber 
in  order  in  tra\-ersing  the  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  under- 
stand the  honorable  memfoer  for  Yarra  to 
be  traversing  my  ruling. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— When  I  desire  to  chal- 
lenge the  ruling  of  the  Chairman,  I  shall 
do  it  in  a  proper  way,  and  in  all  friendli- 
ness. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
member  is  challenging  me  for  asking  for  a 
good  ruling ! 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honwable  member 
knows  that  if  the  Senate  had  not  desired 
to  have  an  altematiw  rate,  in  order  to 
reach  the  higher  priced  hats,  this  matter 
would  not  be  beJoi;g^j^^GoOgIe 
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Mr.  Hedges. — If  the  Senate  had  made 
no  alterations,  the  Tariif  would  not  be  be- 
i<xe  us. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— But  I  submit  that  we 
cannot  alter  the  specific  Ta.te,  seeing  that  it 
has  been  agreed  to  both  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  Iwn- 
orable  member  not  to  follow  that  line  of 
argument. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — This  is  another  pro- 
position by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — Not  so;  it  is  merely  an 
alternative  proposition  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  the  higher  priced  hats.  Honorable 
members  on  the  other  side  have  stated  that 
1 6s.  per  dozen  on  foreign,  and  12s.  per 
dozen  on  British  wool  hats  means  150  or 
200  per  cent.    That  is  absolutely  absurd. 

Mr.  W,  H.  Irvine. — I  said  it  was  over 
100  per  cent,  in  some  cases. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— It  is  not  o\-er  100  per 
cent.  Xo  one  could  buy  the  wool  that  is 
required  to  put  into  them  

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — It  is  positively  100 
per  cent.,  or  more,  upon  certain  classes  of 
hats. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  honorable  member  has  the  slightest 
idea  of  the  manuf.acture  of  the  hats.  He 
may  have  sold  a  few,  like  a  lot  of  other 
middlemen. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMS. — He  has  sold  more 
than  the  honorable  member  .e\'er  saw. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — And  made  more,  too. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — He  has  done  no  such 
thing.  I  quite  believe  that  he  has  made 
more  out  of  the  public  in  selling  then*  than 
I  ever  made  in  making  them. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Then  he  did 
not  need  a  duty. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— He  did  not,  because  he 
was  only  importing  and  selling  again. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — He  manufactured 
them. 

Mr.  TUDOR,— There  have  never  been 
1,000  dozen  hats  manufactured  in  the  whole 
of  Tasmania'.  Honorable  members  have 
no  idea  of  what  they  are  talking  about. 
Down  the  street,  one  may  see  a  man's 
name  up  as  a  hatmaker,  but  that  man,  per- 
haps, has  never  made  a  hat. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Like  Mr.  Mauger. 

yir.  TUDOR. — He  has  never  made  a 
felt  hat  in  his  life,  and  would  say  so  if  he 
were  here.  This  Chamber,  after  one  of  the 
longest  discussions  that  took  place  on  the 
Tariff,  agreed  deliberately  to  this  specific 
duty. 


Mr.    WiLKS. — Through    the  honorable 
member's  energy. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  admit  it  was,  perhaps, 
through  a  little  energy  which  I  put  into 
the  question,  knowing,  as  I  did,  the  un- 
fair tacdcs  adopted  by  impraters  in  buying 
up  the  end-of-the-aeason  goods  made  in  the 
Northern  Hemisf^ere,  and  shipping  them 
over  here  in  time  to  catch  the  <^)ening  of 
the  season.  The  competition  which  the 
Australian  manufacturers  have  had  to  face 
has  been  decidedly  unfair. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  suppose  that 
would  apply  to  the  dear,  as  well  as  to  the 
cheap  hats?  ■ 

Mr.  TUDOR.^Yes,  absolutely. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Then  why  make  a 
distinctiMi  ? 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  why  the  Senate 
made  this  alternative  proposal. 

Mr.    WiLKS.— The   honorable  member 
must  have  been  energetic  up  there,  alsO. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— I  did  not  see  a  single 
senator  in  regard  to  the  matter,  nor  was  I 
in  the  Senate  gallery  more  than  about  three 
times  during  the  whole  of  the  consideraticm 
of  the  Tariff  in  that  Chamber.  I  believe 
that  the  workmen  oMinected  with  the  in- 
dustry interviewed  honorable  senators  and 
put  the  position  before  them.    Men  who 

have  served  their  time  in  

Mr.  H££>ges. — Pentridge. 
Mr.  TUDOR.— They  are  not  like  the 
honorable  member,  who  probably  served- 
his  time  there. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  object  to  that  remark. 
The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  far  Yarra  to  withdraw 
the  statement ;  but  I  must  pmnt  out  to  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle  that  he 
really  brought  it  on  himself.  I  must  ■ 
appeal  to  honorable  members  not  to  make 
these  continuous  inter jecti<Mis. 

Mr.  Hedges. — If  I  said  anything  wrong, 
I  certainly  withdraw  it. 

"Mr.  TUDOR.— If  I  said  anything 
wrong  in  regard  to  the  honorable  member, 
I  will  withdraw  it ;  but  he  will  not  insult 
a  body  of  honest  men  without  my  protest- 
ing against  it.  This  question 'was  gone  into 
fully  on  the  last  occasion,  and  as  the  Op- 
position Whip  knows,  practically  every  vote 
was  accounted  for  in  the  divisirai. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — There  was  not  a 
division  taken  on  this  item  with  more  than 
thirty-five  members  present. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— With  pairs,  practically 
every  vote  in  the  House  was  accounted  for. 
It  was  decided  to  imppee^a^^&ied  duty, 
mainly  on  accoifltl'^«ff' thHit^dS^Hhat  the 


10563  Cwtoms  [REPRESENTATIVES.]     Tariff  BUI. 


industry  was  put  into  through  the  hat  trade 
being  a  season  trade.  The  shapes  and 
fashions  this  year  will  not  prevail  next 
year,  and,  therefore,  the  manufacturers  in 
Great  Britain  are  glad  to  dispose  of  their 
stock  at  less  than  it  cost  them  to  make.  It 
was  to  cope  with  that  unfair  omtpetition 
that  the  fixed  duty  was  agreed  to.  I  know 
that  stock  is  dumped  at  less  than  it 
costs  to  make. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — ^Who  gets  the 
benefit? 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  The  importers  in 
Flinders- lane.  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  retain  the  fixed  duty  and  adopt  also 
the  alternative  rates  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  catch  the  higher-priced  hats,  which  are 
sold  in  Collins-street  to  people  who  insist 
on  having  impend  hats  at  over  j£i  is. 
each. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH  (Denison)  [11.35]. 
■ —  The  honorable  member  for  Yarra  al- 
ways speaks  with  very  great  authority ;  but 
he  certainly  makes  statements  at  times,  and 
has  made  one  this  morning,  which  may  have 
a  great  effect  upon  honorable  members' 
votes,  but  which  are  not  correct.  I  stand 
now  in  front  of  a  gentleman  who  knows 
something,  of  the  hat  trade,  and  I  say,  in  his 

eresence,  that  there  is  no  such'  thing  as 
uying  up  the  end  of  a  seasra's  stock  of  the 
particular  class  of  hat  with  which  we  are 
now  dealing.  They  are  never  out  of  date ; 
fh^  do  not  lose  their  value ;  and  the  shapes 
hardly  alter.  The  oonmon  hat  to  which 
these  rates  refer  is  now  almost  prohitnted 
from  importation,  and  all  those  pec^le  who 
wear  felt  hats  are  thrown  back  upwi  what- 
ever class  of  article  the  .  Dentwi  mills 
happen  to  prefer  to  make.  I  refer  to  the 
Denton  mills  with  all  respect,  because,  not- 
withstanding the  higher  rates  of  duty  now 
operative,  they  have  not  found  it  neces- 
sary to  make  any  addition  to  their  prices. 

Mr.  MaiKjER. — I  think  their  prices  are 
less  now  than  ever  they  were  befwe,  and 
that  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  increased 
duty. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— It  shows  that  the 
effort  which  was  made  to  bolster  those  mills 
up  by  giving  them  an  increased  rate  of  duty 
on  felt  hats  was  quite  unnecessarv.  On 
the  hat  known  as  the  bowler,  which  is  worn 
by  a  very  large  number  of  people,  and 
manufactured  in  England,  possibly,  at 
from  8s.  to  los.  per  dozen,  a  fixed  dutv  of 
i6s.  reaches  the  150  per  cent,  referred  to 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders.  I 
hope  honorable  members  will  disabuse  their 
minds  of  the  idea  that  there  is  any  possi- 


bility of  large  quantities  of  hats  being 
dumped  here  by  reason  of  their  being  un- 
seasonjcble  at  Home.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
ever  occurs  with  respect  to  felt  hats. 

Mr.  Hutchison.— Couid  not  an  Aus- 
tralian impcoter  have  an  understanding  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  with  an  English 
maker  to  send  out  his  left  stock? 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— There  is  no 
house  in  England  that  keeps  any  stock  of 
hats.  They  are  all  made  to  order,  and 
just  as  I  would  have  to  place  an  order  with 
the  Denton  mills  here  a  mcxith  or  two 
months  ahead,  so  with  respect  to  all  felt 
hats  and  fur  hats  which  are  made  in  Eng- 
land a  man  must  place  his  orders  weeks  if 
ix>t  months  ahead.  There  is  no  sudi  thing 
as  keeping  a  stock,  as  the  bats  are  all  made 
to  order. 

Mr.  HirrcHisoN. — Yes,  but  they  are  not 

all  sold. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— Probably  they 
are  sold  before  they  are  made.  If  they 
are  not  sold  during  one  mtmth  they  will  be 
sold  during  the  next  month.  It  is  just  like 
selling  so  much  bread  and  butter.  Hats 
are  sold  everv  day,  and  there  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  a  change.  A  very  small  change 
in  the  shape  of  a  brim  is  very  easily  made, 
but  even  that  does  not  affect  the  question. 
We  are  now  dealing  with  only  wool  hats, 
and  the  next  item  deals  with  fur  hats  at  a 
higher  rate. 

Mr.  Foster. — Are  the  tenpeimy  hats 
which  the  honorable  member  mentioned 
made  out  of  wool  ? 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— I  believe  that  at 
Home  one  can  buy  wool  hats  at  as  low  as 
8s.  per  dozen. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Made  out  of  shoddy. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— They  are  very 
presentable  wool  bats  which  the  great 
masses  of  the  working  classes  in  Melbourne 
would  wear  if  they  could  get  them.  But 
this  Tariff  imposes  such  a  high  rate  that  it 
compels  men  to  pay  3s.  or  4s.  or  5s.  for  a 
hat  which  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
buying  for  about  2s.  I  remind  htmorable 
members  that  the  Denton  Hat  Mills  here 
do  not  want  a  high  duty,  as  they  have  in- 
dicited  by  not  having  increased  their 
prices.  I  repeat  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  dumping  a  quantity  of  these  hats  here 
towards  the  end  of  a  seascm  by  reason  of 
their  having  got  out  of  fashion  in  the  Old 
Country. 

Mr.  '  MAUGER  aiaribymong— Post- 
master-General) [ii.4t]. — The  duty  of  i6s. 
per  dozen  has  prePS(irea'^!i  very  large  ship- 


Cuxtoms 


[34  April,  1908.] 


Tariff  BUI, 


I0S83 


ment  of  the  lowest  class  of  Italian  bats 
being  dumped  in  Australia. 

Sir   Philip    Fysh. — Not  out-of-season 
bats. 

Mr.  MAUGER. — My  experience  teaches 
me  that  unless  this  duty  be  retained  it  will 
mean  disaster  to  the  Australian  hat  mills. 
I  speak  without  any  interest,,  except  that  of 
an  Australian  who  wants  the  work  to  be 
done  here.  I  can  assure  honorable  mem- 
bers that  previously  the  factories  were 
working  only  half-time,  and  that  under  the 
old  Victorian  Tariff  two  out  of  five  fac- 
tories were  closed  down.  If  this  duty  be 
retained  there  will  be  not  one  but  half-a- 
do2en  successful  mills  in  Australia,  and  no 
one  will  be  injured.  The  working  man 
can  get  as  cheap  and  good  a  hat  as  he  re- 
quires. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — He  does  not,  and 
that  is  the  answer  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  repeat  that  he  does. 
The  honorable  member  may  know  a  great 
deal  about  many  things,  but  I  contend  that 
I  know  what  I  am  talking  about  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  doubt  if  the  hon- 
orable member  does. 

Mr.  MAUGER.— Of  course,  the  honor- 
able member  is  a  Thomas ;  he  doubts  any- 
thing and  everything.  Jn  the  interests 
of  the  workmen  of  Australia  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  not  to  remove  the  fixed  duty,  be- 
cause it  is  required,  will  benefit  the  work- 
men, and  will  not  injure  the  consumer. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[11.45]. — I  interjected  just  now  that  I 
doubted  if  the  Postmaster-General  knew 
much  about  hats  or  their  value.  I  have  a 
distiiKt  recollection  of  showing  the  hon<x- 
able  gentleoran  some  hats,  on  one  occasion, 
and  getting  his  estimate  of  their  value.  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  he  knew  nothing  about 
their  value. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  hoixvable  member  is  . 
talking  arrant  n(»isense. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  showed  the 
honorable  member  a  hat  marked  at  5s.  6d^, 
and  be  said  that  it  was  worth  7s.  6d. 

Mr.  Mai;geb. — The  honorable  member  is 
talking  rubbishi.  His  statement  is  not 
correct. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  showed  the 
honorable  member  a  hat  marked  at  7s.  6d., 
and  he  said  that  its  value  was  about  3s.  or 
4s.  That  took  place  here,  and  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  need  not  say  that  my 
statement  is  not  correct.  He  knows  that  it 
is  correct. 


Mr.  Maugee. — It  is  absolutely  incorrect, 
and  the  honorable  member  knows  that  it  is. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  do  not  know 
that  my  statement  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  Mauger. — The  honorable  member  is 
wilfully  misrepresenting  the  facts. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Is  that  remark 
in  order,  sir? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Postmaster- 
General  was  certainly  out  of  wder  in  mak- 
ing that  remark ;  but  I  think  that  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Parramatta  was  going 
too  far  when  be  refused  to  accept  his 
denial.  He  is  aware  that  an  honorable 
member  is  expected  to  accept  anoth^  mem- 
ber's statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Even  when  it  is 
a  contradiction  of  my  own  statement,  which 
I  assert  is  a  correct  one  ?  Surely,  sir,  you 
will  not  insist  upon  that  ruling !  My  w«d 
is  as  good  as  the  Postmaster-Generars,  and 
I  am  actually  stating  what  took  place  here. 

Mr.  Mauger. — ^The  honorable  rtfember  is 
doing  nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Postmaster- 
General  denied  the  honorable  gentleman's 
statment,  and  it  is  only  fair,  I  think,  that 
his  denial  should  be  accepted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  decline  to  ac- 
cept the  honorable  gentleman's  statement. 
I  have  no  more  right  to  accept  his  state- 
ment than  he  has  to  accept  mine.  It  is  a 
simple  case  of  contradictiai.  However, 
that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  the  honorable  monber  for 
Yarra  make  the  statements  which  he  did. 
I  happen  to  know  a  little  about  hats.  In 
the  Old  Country,  I  have  relatives  who  are 
engaged  in  making  this  class  of  hat,  at 
Denton,  in  Lancashire.  I  venture  tc*  say 
that  they  have  had  very  much  more  to  do 
with  the  industry  than  has  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  Mauceb. — The  honorable  member 
does  not  know  anything  about  the  matter. 
I  have  been  in  the  business  all  my  life. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  should  not  imagine  that  because 
he  does  not,  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
hat-making.  It  is  quite  true  that  be  does 
not  know  anything  about  it,  and,  therefore, 
he  speaks  with  great  definiteness.  It  is  a 
fact,  as  stated  by  the  hmorable  member  for 
DeniscMi,  that  useful  good-looking  hats  are 
being  made  to-day  in  the  Old  Country  for 
IS.  and  IS.  6d.  each. 

Mr.  Coon, — Under  what  c(Hiditi(His? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Certainly  not 
under  sweating  conditicMSK  Thei  honorable 
member  will  nBi'^'ffiftf v  ^P^g^^g  going 


10584  Customs  [REPRESENTATIVES.]     Tariff  Bitt. 


on  at  the  Dentwi  mills  in  Lancashire.  The 
honorable  member  for  Yarra  will  not  con- 
tradict my  statement.  It  is  true  that  the 
workmen  in  those  mills  are  not  paid  as 
much  as  the  wcvkmen  here,  but  cwisidering 
the  relative  values  of  money,  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  former  are  getting  very  good 
wages  indeed.  A  good  hat-maker  in  the 
Denton  mills  to-day  will  get  from  35s.  to 
j£2  a  week.  The  honwable  member  for 
Batman  will  not  deny  that  statement,  and, 
theref<we,  it  is  idle  to  suggest  that  the  hats 
are  made  under  sweating  conditions  simply 
because  they  happen  to  be  cheap.  It  is 
the  poorer  class  of  hats  which  are  - most 
heavily  hit  by  this  specific  duty. 

Mr.  Mauger. — They  are  the  hats  which 
want  hitting,  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  wish  that 
every  man  was  able  to  buy  as  good  a  hat 
a.s  the  honorable  gentleman  can  afford  to 
get.  But,  unfOTtunately,  there  are  men 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay  a  high  price,  and 
therefore  they  must  buy  the  next  best  ar- 
ticle. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Does  the  hraxwable 
gentleman  know  that  Australian-made  hats 
aie  sold  at  as  low  as  is.  iid.  each  in  Mel- 
bourne? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Are  they  made 
under  sweating  conditions? 

Mr.  Mauger. — That  is  not  the  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— When  I  spoke 
of  cheap  hats  in  the  Old  Country,  the  hcm- 
OTable  member  for  Batman  wanted  to  know 
whether  they  were  made  under  sweating 
conditions.  I  ask  whether  the  workmen 
who  make  cheap  hats  in  Melbourne  are 
sweated.  The  fact  is  that  there  must  be 
cheap  hats  made  for  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  buy  dearer  ones. 

Mr.  Mauger. — Thev  can  get  hats  at 
from  IS.  I  id.  to  2s.  6d.  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  the 
plain  English.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
sweating,  but  a  question  of  what  people 
can  afford  to  pay.  On  the  power,  inferiw 
class  of  hats,  which  are  being  imported, 
this  specific  duty  will  fall  very  heavily. 
In  some  cases,  it  will  amount  to  100  or 
120,  or  130  per  cent.  There  is  no  sense 
in  imposing  a  duty  of  that  kind.  It  is  not 
required,  because  of  the  difference  in  wages 
or  conditions.  A  moderate  duty  of,  say, 
25  or  30  per  cent,  would  make  up  for 
every  difference  which  can  be  imagined  in 
regard  to  wage  rates  or  conditions.  Why 
hcMiorable  members  should  want  to  impose 
this  prohibitive  duty,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand.    It  seems  to  me  to  be  protec- 


tion run  stark  staring  mad.  I  hope  that 
we  shall  do  what  we  did  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion— fight  this  matter  as  best  we  may. 

Mr.  Coon. — That  is,  to  propose  a  duty 
of  60  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  believe  that  I 
did  try  to  put  the  percentage  up  to  about 
50  per  cent.  . 

Mr.  TuDOB. — ^fore,  I  think. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Whatever  my 
proposal  was,  honorable  members  voted 
against  it,  not  because  the  duty  was  high, 
but  because  it  was  too  low  to  suit  them. 
Whatever  I  proposed  they  were  against. 
They  did  not  want  a  bigb  percentage  duty 
because  they  knew  that  they  were  covering 
up  a  very  much  higher  rate  in  the  fixed 
duty.  We  are  indebKd  to  the  Senate  for 
having  afforded  us  an  opportunity  to 
renew  this  duty,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  be  ccHitent  with  a  mode- 
rate rate,  that  is,  from  the  stand-pcnnt  of 
protectionists.  We  are  accustomed  now  to 
say  that  a  30  or  35  per  cent,  is  a  moderate 
duty,  but  I  call  it  a  high  otc.  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  duty  of  35 
per  cent.,  and  even  of  40  per  cent.,  on 
hats.  The  man  who  is  not  satisfied  with 
those  rates  is  a  fiscal  glutton. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [ix.50].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Yarra  has  de- 
clared that  when  this  item  was  last  dealt 
with  by  the  CtMnmittee,  every  member  was 
acounted  for,  and  that,  ccmsequently,  the 
decision  arrived  at  was  a  true  expressi<m 
of  the  opinion  of  the  people.  He  appealed 
to  me  to  substantiate  that  siatement,  but, 
on  looking  up  the  record — page  5973  of 
Hansard  for  the  current  session— I  find 
that  ten  members  neither  voted  nor  paired, 
all  of  whom  might  have  reasonably  been 
expected  lo  vote  against  the  rates  of  duty 
that  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [11.52]. 
— As  for  the  low-priced  English  hats  sold 
at  lod.  each,  which  it  is  said  the  workers 
are  so  desirous  of  buying,  I  would  point 
out  that,  if  we  allow  100  per  cent,  profit 
(m  the  original  selling  price,  and  admit 
that  the  imptnters  present  honest  invoices 
at  the  Customs  House — which  I  very  much 
doubt  in  most  cases — because  it  is  quite  a 
customary  thing  for  invoices  containing 
undervaluations  to  be  presented — — 

Mr.  BowDEN. — That  is  a  ver>'  serious 
charge. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  do  not  make  a 
charge.  I  say  that  **  if  we  could  be  cer- 
tain that  the  invoices  presented  would  be 
correct."    I  make liw  speeffiGQlQ^^  but 
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it  is  a  generally  known  fact  that,  as  a  rule, 
all  invoices  are  not  honest. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— It  is  understood  that, 
in  order  to  dodge  Customs  duties,  articles 
imported  from  abroad  are  invoiced  at  verj- 
low  rates  indeed. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  the  h(Xiorable 
member  say  that  undervaluation  occurs  in 
connexion  with  the  majority  of  invoices? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Yes;  I  can  quite  be- 
lieve that  it  could   happen  in  connexion 
wilh  the  majority  of  invoices. 
,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  a  slander 
on  honest  traders. 

Mr,  FOSTER.— Hats  mav  be  as  bad  as 
pianos.  It  is  understood  that  no  piano  is 
invoiced  at  more  than  j£2o.  Even  the 
high-grade  piano,  sold  at  jCioo,  is  invoiced 
at  £20. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  hcaiorable 
member  says  that  it  is  understood;  but  that 
is  not  the  case. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  that 
it  is.  I  imported  a  piano  valued  at  j£joo, 
and  it  was  certainly  not  invoiced  at  £^0. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— When  a  private  indivi- 
dual imports  anything,  he  has  to  pay  on  an 
honest  invoice.  I  am  speaking  of  firms 
abroad  sending  to  branches  here,  or  even  to 
other  merchants. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — The  honcM-able  member 
is  making  a  charge  which  he  cannot  sub- 
stantiate. 

Mr.  Maloney. — It  is  absolutely  proved 
by  the  convictions. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh. — That  is  a  very  un- 
fair charge  against)  the  mercantile  cran- 
munity. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  wish  that  I  could 
think  that  the  invoices  of  importers  were 
honest;  but  I  cannot  think  so.  Even  sup- 
posing that  they  are,  if  hats  can  be  bought 
for  los.  a  dozen,  or  lod.  each,  and  100 
per  cent,  profit  is  allowed,  that  brings 
their  value  up  to  is.  8d.,  and  a  duty  of 
16s.  per  dozen,  or  is.  46.  each,  would 
make  their  price  3s.  each.  How  many 
WOTking  men  in  Australia  buy  hats  at 
that  price?  Seeing  that  we  grow  woo]  in 
Australia,  and  work  it  up  into  the  fabric 
out  of  which  hats  are  made,  we  should 
do  more  far  our  working  men  if  we  .made 
it  certain  that  the  hat  which  they  bought  at 
a  cheap  price  was  manufactured  of  pure 
wool  grown  here  instead  of  the  rubbish  and 
shoddy  which  must  be  used  in  making  cheap 
hats  in  foreign  countries. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  <North  Syd- 
ney) [11.55]. — I  3^  surprised  that  any  hon. 
orable  member  should  abuse  his  position  as 
the  honorable  member  for  New  England 
has  done  in  the  speech  which  he  has  just 
made.  Knowing  that  he  is  safe  from  legal 
proceedings,  he  has  ventured  to  assert  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  traders  of  Aus- 
tralia, and  of  the  exporters  from  other 
parts  of  the  wcvld,  are  rogues  and  thieves. 
An  honorable  member  who  will  make  such 
a  statement,  without  bringing  forward  irre- 
futable proof  of  its  cwrectness,  in  my 
opinion  abuses  his  parliamentary  position. 

Mr.  Maloney. — Do  not  the  convictions 
show  somethirig? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  in- 
stances in  which  there  have  been  convictions 
are  but  the  smallest  percentage  of  the  opera- 
tions at  the  Customs  House,  and  if  the> 
prove  anything,  it  is  that  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  member  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect. I  have  very  little  faith  in  honorable 
members  who  have  so  little  faith  in  their 
fellows.  If  the  statements  which  have 
been  made  could  be  sustained,  the  Customs 
Department  should  be  cleared  out  at  once. 
If  the  <^Bcers  are  dailv  and  hourly  passing 
entries  the  majority  of  which  are  false  

Mr.  Foster. — How  are  the  officers  to 
prove  that  they  are  false? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  can 
be  readily  dune.  The  honorable  member's 
que-stion  shows  that  he  knows  nothing  about 
business  transactions.  If  the  majority  of 
the  entries  passed  by  the  Customs  authori- 
ties are  false,  values  below  the  actual  sell- 
ing prices  being  stated  in  the  invoices,  the 
Mmister  of  Trade  and  Customs  and  his 
twicers  ought  to  be  held  responsible.  I  ask 
the  Minister  if  he  indorses  the  statement  of 
the  honorable  member  for  New  England 
that  as  a  rule  the  invoices  passed  for  ad 
valorem  duties  contain  under-valuations  ? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  we  find  that 
importers  are  under-valuing,  we  make  them 
sit  up. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— There  arc 
cases  in  which  under-valuations  have  been 
proved ;  but  they  show  in  how  few  in- 
stances, propcHtionately,  under-valuation  oc- 
curs. The  honorable  member  for  New 
England  said  that  the  majority  of  invoices 
were  dishcMiest. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  do  not  think 
he  said  that. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  sure 
that  the  Minister  will  not  support  the  state- 
ment. I  agree  that  there  arei  cases  of 
under-valuation,Digjaitd  byJtjQOg^se  ad 
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valorem  duties  give  an  opportunity  for  dis- 
honesty that  I  object  to  them,  though  I  do 
not  see  how  they  can  be  avoided  under  a 
protective  system.  But  to  say  that,  as.  a 
rule,  invoices  contain  under-valuations  is  to 
make  a  statement  absolutely  without  founda- 
tion, and  one  which  no  honorable  member 
should  use  his  priialeee  to  make,  unless  he 
can  bring  forward  irrefutable  evidence  to 
support  it.  As  regards  the  duty  itself,  we 
have  had  some  very  contradictory  state- 
ments. It  has  been  denied  that  it  is  as 
high  as  it  has  been  said  to  be,  yet  the  Post- 
master-General, who  knows  a  great  deal 
about  the  hat  business,  admits  that  locally- 
made  hats  are  sold  retail  at  is.  iid.  Those 
hats  cannot  cost  the  makers  less  than  is.  4d., 
and  therefore  the  duty  is  equivalent  to  loo 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  How  can  the  most 
ardent  protectionist  justify  such  a  rate?  It 
has  been  said  that  it  is  necessary  to  pre- 
vent dumping.  But  if,  as  has  be^  sfated 
by  one  speaker,  hats  are  sometimes  sold  for 
50  per  cent,  below  cort,  the  users  of  the 
better -class  hats  have  to  pay  only  1 7  i 
per  cent,  in  duty,  whereas  users  of 
low-priced  hats  have  to  pay  a  duty 
of  nearly  ,^00  per  cent.  1  agree  with 
those  who  think  that  there  is  no  need  for 
so  high  a  duty.  The  difference  m  wages 
is  more  than  covered  by  a  duty  of  35  per 
cent.,  which  would  be  a  perfectly  safe  duty 
to  adopt,  even  from  the  protectionist  stand- 
point, and  cMie  which  would  prevent  the 
charging  of  unduly  high  prices  under  cover 
of  practically  prohibitory'  rates.  I  thank 
that  when  the  honorable  member  for  New 
England  recmisiders  the  matter,  he  will 
withdraw  his  charges,  which  I  hope  have 
been  made  thoughtlessly.  Unless  he  can 
substantiate  them,  they  should*  be  with- 
drawn. They  constitute  a  serious  charge 
against,  not  only  importers,  but  also  the 
Customs  Department,  and  even  himself. 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — How  many  so-called 
reputable  firms  have  been  proved  guilty  in 
a  Court  of  Law  of  issuing  faked  invoices? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Does  the 
honorable  member  mean  cases  in  which 
error  has  been  alleged,  or  cases  in  whidi 
fraud  has  been  proved? 

Mr.  McDouGALL. — Some  so-called  re- 
putable imix>rter^  have  been  proved  to  be 
guilty  

Mr.  DUGAI.D  THOMSON.  —  Of 
fniud? 

Mr.  McDoi^CALL.  — -  That  has  Ix^ii 
shown. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THONiSON.— So  far  as 
I  know,  there  have  been  only  two  or  three 


such  cases  in  Australia,  and  on  those  <»ses 
is  based  the  char{^  tiiat  the  great  majority 
of  the  importers  of  the  CcNnmonwealth  are 

dishonest,  and  pass  false  entries.  Would 
the  honcwable  member  for  Wannon  like 
such  a  charge  to  be  made  against  all 
engaged  in  the  same  business  as  himself, 
because  three  or  four,  or  300  or  400,  had 
been  sent  to  gaol  for  dishonesty  ?  ■  Would 
it  be  honorable  to  make  such  a  charge?  If 
the  honorable  member  for  New  England 
believes  what  he  said,  his  words  are  a  re- 
flection on  himself,  for  if  he  believes  that 
as  a  rule  invoices  contain  under-Taluaticxts, 
he  has  no  right  to  vote  for  ad  valorem, 
duties. 

Mr.  Foster. — I  am  asking  for  a  spedfk 
duty  in  this  case. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
dealing  with  this  particular  item  alone.  The 
honorable  member's  statements  had  general 
applicati<xi  to  importers  in  all  lines  of  busi- 
ness, and  if  he  believes  them  to  lie  true, 
he  has  no  right  to  support  ad  valorem 
duties,  against  the  interests  of  the  revenue, 
and  of  hcne^t  trading.  Yet  h&  has 
throughout  supported  ad  val^em  duties. 
I  trust  that  honorable  members  will  realize 
something  of  their  lespcxisibilities,  and  not 
make  charges  against  any  section  of  the 
community  unless  they  have  evidence  to 
bring  forward  in  support  of  them. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [12.5],— 
I  admire  the  battle  put  up  by  the  honor- 
able member  who  holds  a  brief  fot  the  im- 
porters. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— That  statement  is 
more  insulting  than  the  other. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  stand  here  as  an  Aus- 
tralian who  intends  to  support  Australian 
industries.  The  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  is  an  experienced  parliamen- 
tarian, and  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  in 
the  absence  of  a  Roval  Commissitxi  to  in- 
quire into  this  matter,  I  have  no  chance 
whatever  of  proving  that  fraudulent  in*. 
voices  are  presented  to  the  Customs  authori- 
ties. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.^ — Then  why  does  the 
honorable  member  make  the  &tatem«it? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  said  that  I  was  suspi- 
cious. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — What  Tea5(»]  has 
the  honwable  member  fot  stating  his  sus- 
picions if  he  cannot  prove  them? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Flinders  will  join  me  in  demand- 
ing an  inquirj-  into  this  m^ter.  1  am  satis- 
tied  that  it  will  be>$9Mt%lfafQf^gpcions 
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are  confirmed.  .  They  are  prompted  bv  the 
cases  of  "  faked  "  invoices  which  have  come 
before  the  Courts. 

Mr.  Sampson. — Surely  the  honorable 
member  does  not  condemn  the  whole  class 
of  impOTters  because  of  the  shortcomings 
of  one  or  two? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  quite  prepared  to 
move  fc«-  the  appointment  of  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  investigate  this  question  if  the 
b&ntxable  member  for  North  Sydney  will 
support  me. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — The  honorable 
member  makes  his  charges  first,  and  asks 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Conmisskxi  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— My  honorable  friend 
will  not  support  the  adoption  of  the  only 
possible  course  by  which  the  truth  can  be 
ascertained.  As  a  representative  of  the 
pet^le,  I  am  justified  in  stating  the  suspi- 
cions that  I  entertain. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  hcxiorable 
member  stated  them  as  a  fact. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  did  not.  How  could 
I  obtain  the  necessary  evidcfice  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  proper  inquiry  ?  I  have  some 
evidence  in  my  possession — not  sufficient  to 
prove  the  accuracy  of  my  suspicions.  But 
I  am  suspicious  that  a  majority  of  the  in- 
voices presented  to  the  Customs  Department 
are  for  amounts  below  the  actual  value  of 
the  goods  to  which  they  relate.  The  honor- 
able member  for  NOTth  Sydney  has  twitted 
me  with  having  supported  the  imposition  of 
ad  valorem  duties.  I  was  bound  to  do  so 
because  diat  has  been  the  practice  hitherto 
followed.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
tdl  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cust(nns  how 
he  should  frame  his  Tariff,  or  that  he 
should  absolutely  alter  the  character  of  the 
duties  which  have  hitherto  been  operative. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  what  the 
honorable  member  has  said  be  true,  the 
Treasurer  had  no  right  to  ask  for  ad 
valorem  duties. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  organized  his  party  and  fought  for 
tiie  imposition  of  specific  duties — thereby 
compelling  importers  to  pay  the  amounts 
honestly  due  to  the  Custcmis  Department — 
I  should  have  supported  him.  To  sum  up, 
I  think  that  the  position  resolves  itself  into 
one  between  foreign  shoddy — the  fag-ends 
of  rubbish  that  comes  from  the  Argentine, 
from  Germany,  and  from  all  over  the  Con- 
tinent— and  good  Australian  wool.  If  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  would 
only  pay  a  visit  of  inspecttMi  to  the  hat 
factories"  here,  and  see  the  beautiful  long 


threads  taken  frcxn  Australian  wool,  and 
woven  into  hats,  and  if  he  would  compare 
those  threads  with  the  tiny  atMns  cemented 
together  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
foreign  shoddy,  I  am  sure  that  he  will  not 
have  much  admiration  for  the  latter. 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH  (Denison  [12. lo].— 
The  Treasurer  has  had  sufficient  experience 
of  his  office  to  enable  him  to  say  whether 
there  is  the  slightest  foundation  far  the  sus- 
picion which  the  honorable  member  for  New 
England  has  expressed  in  regard  to  ad 
valorem  invoices  as  a  whole.  It  is  true 
that  we  do  read  from  time  to  time  of 
certain  fines  being  imposed  upcrn  importers 
by  the  Comptroller- General  of  Customs. 
Let  me  give  three  instances  in  which  such 
fines  have  been  imposed.  In  the  first  place, 
honorable  members  will  recollect  that  the 
old  TarifiF  practically  enmpted  wadding 
from  duty.  I  wdl  remember  the  discussion 
whidi  took  place  in  this  House  upon  the 
matter.  It  was  considered  that  wadding 
should  be  admitted  free  because  it  was 
the  raw  material  of  some  manufacturers. 
What  happened  ?  A  merchant  imported 
wadding  and  was  fined,  because  the  Min- 
ister controlling  the  Customs  Department 
had,  in  the  interim,  declared  by  regulaticxi 
that  wadding  came  within  the  category  of 
cottcm  piece  goods,  and  was,  therefore, 
liable  to  duty.  In  that  case  a  small  fine 
was  necessarily  inflicted.  Another  case 
had  reference  to  stitched  hats.  Any  per- 
son who  ha»  had  experience  of  felt  hats 
knows  that  the  felt  hat,  which  was  made 
liable  to  duty  under  the  old  TarifiF,  cc«i- 
tained  a  large  amount  of  stitching,  together 
with  certain  ornamentation.  But,  one  day, 
the  Customs  authorities  opened  a  case  of 
goods  and  took  out  a  number  of  girls'  hats 
trimmed  with  liberty  siik,  and  bound  round 
with  wire  that  had  been  stitched  into  the 
rim.  The  Collector  of  Customs  imme- 
diately declared  that  these  goods  were 
"stitched"  hats,  and  therefore  liable  to 
duty.  In  this  case  a  fine  was  also  in- 
flicted. The  third  instance  which  occurs  to 
me  relates  to  a  piece  of  cotton  gingham, 
one  side  of  which  had  been  pass^  over  a 
hot  roller,  with  the  result  that  the*  fiuflfy 
appearance  had  been  taken  off.  The  other 
side  had  not  been  so  treated,  and,  conse- 
quently, there  was  an  apparent  "  scrib- 
bling"  of  the  cloth.  This  gingham  was 
described  in  the  invoice  as  cotton  piece 
goods,  but  the  Customs  authorities  declared 
that  it  was  flannelette,  and  accordingly  a 
small  fine  was  imposed,.  >These  are  typical 

instances.  Digitized  by  LaOOQlC 
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Mr.  Foster— What  about  the  case  of 

Messrs.  Robert  R«d  and  Co.? 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.  —  Cnfortunately, 
there  has  been  one  case  in  which  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  notwithstanding  all  its 
fx>wers — and  we  have  armed  it  with  im- 
mense powers — was  defrauded. 

Mr.  FosTEH. — What  about  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Stevenson  and  Sons,  which  oc- 
curred in  Victoria  in  the  old  days? 

Sir  PHILIP  FVSH.— I  am  not  aware 
that  anything  was  proved  against  the 
Messrs.  Stevenson,  although  I  know  that  an 
ofEcer  tendered  some  information  which 
was  supposed  to  implicate  them.  These  are 
the  only  two  cases  \Vhich  have  occurred 
during  the  past  forty  vears.  My  associa- 
tion withi  Customs  Department  extends 
over  many  years.  Until  fifteen  years  ago 
I  was  a  lar^  importer.  I  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  various  commercial  houses  in 
England,  and  I  say  that  anything  like  a 
desire  to  defraud  has  been  the  exception 
during  all  Uiese  years.  If  one  dared  to 
approach  the  English  or  German  houses 
with  a  request  that  he  should  be  supplied 
with  false  invoices,  the  idea  would  be 
scouted. 

Mr.  Foster. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber assist  me  to  get  a  Commission  of  In- 
quiry into  this  matter? 

Sir  PHILIP  FYSH.— There  is  a  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  every  morning  in  the 
Department  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Custcwis.  He  has  his  experts  up  and  down 
Flinders-lane  daily,  with  a  view  to  accur- 
ately ascertaining  the  value  of  goods.  He 
has  experts  connected  with  every  branch  of 
trade,  and  very  often  the  Cus.cMns  autho- 
rities know  a  great  deal  more  about  in- 
voice values  than  do  the  importers  them- 
selves. The  lionorable  member  for  New 
England  ought  to  justify  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney's  statement  that 
practically  there  are  no  cases  in  which  ab- 
solute fraud  is  committed.  Oi  course,  I 
know  that  some  time  ago  a  case  occurred 
in  which  a  parcel  of  goods  imported  from 
the  East  was  seized  by  the  Customs  autho- 
rities, who  deemed  the  consignment  to  be 
undervalued.  They  accordingly  exercised 
tlieir  power  of  adding  lo  per  cent,  to  the 
declared  value  of  the  goods,  and  seized 
tliem,  with  the  result  that  when  they  were 
sold  a  large  profit  was  made  upon  them. 
But  what  were  the  circumstances  of  the 
case?  A  merchant  who  resides  in  Japan 
.spends  the  whole  of  his  time  in  travelling 
throughout  that  Empire  and  purchasing 
goods  at  local  prices.   He  sent  the  ccmsign- 


ment  in  question  to  Australia,  invcMcing 
them  at  the  price  paid  for  them  in  Japan. 
The  Customs  authorities  were  unable  to  prove 
that  they  were  not  invoiced  at  their  value 
at  the  place  of  export,  but,  having  a  sus- 
picion that  they  were  undervalued,  seized 
them.  It  is  seldom,  however,  that  an  in- 
stance of  that  kind  occurs.  Upon  the 
whole,  business  is  conducted  upon  the  lines 
which  ,  have  led  to  English-speaking  mer- 
chants being  regarded  all  over  the  world  as 
merchant  princes  and  honest  gentlemen. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [12.18].— 
I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  me  to  discuss  the  ethics  of  importers 
at  this  stage.  I  do  not  believe  that  cases 
of  fraud  amongst  that  class  are  more 
numerous  than  they  are  amcwigst  the  manu- 
facturers. I  wish  to  intimate,  however, 
that  my  opinion  in  respect  of  the  duty  upon 
hats  has  undergone  a  change  since  the  item 
under  consideration  was  dealt  with  by  this 
Committee  tast  year.  I  believe  that  the 
general  desire  of  our  manufacturers  is 
that  we  should  impose  a  fixed  duty  upon 
hats,  so  as  to  keep  out  goods  of  inferior 
quality,  and,  therefore,  I  intend  to  sup- 
port it.  I  also  believe  that  the  ad  valorem 
duty  which  the  Senate  has  proposed 
as  an  alt^ati\'e  to  the  specific  duty 
agreed  to  by  this  Committee  is  a 
reasonable  one.  The  fixed  duty  will 
have  the  effect  of  excluding  the  cheap 
manufactures  of  Europe  and  Asia,  whilst 
hats  of  the  Woodrow  class — which  will  be 
required  to  pay  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem — 
will  not  be  affected  bv  it.  If  we  are  going 
to  encourage  Australian  industr\.  I  know 
of  no  industry  which  is  worthy  of  greater 
encouragonent  than  is  the  hat  industry.  We 
possess  both  the  fur  and  the  wool  neces- 
sary for  the  manufacture  of  hats  of  all 
descriptions — from  the  cheapest  grade  to 
the  highest.  I  see  no  reason  whate\-er  why 
there  should  be  any  importatioi  of  ha^ 
into  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  as  the  wool,  the  fur,  and 
other  raw  material  are  obtainable  in  this 
country,  35  per  cent,  is  a  very  good  pro- 
tective rate? 

Mr.  SAMPSON.— If  we  compare  the 
wages  paid  in  Italy,  w^hich  are  about  is. 
per  day,  with  the  wages  paid  in  Australia, 
where  they  range  up  to  los.  a  day,  it  will 
be  seen  that  that  rate  of  protection  is  not 
so  very  high.  We  also  know  that  the 
^freight  from  continental  countries  to  Aus- 
'tralia  is  no  greater  than  the  freight  on  any 
of  our  Australian  E?^5l£3K^jCjofe^fee  of 
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journeys  of  100  to  200  miles.  Theiefcve, 
55  per  cent  is  not  a  large  protection  -against 
the  cheap  kind  of  hats  that  are  imported  to 
Australia.  It  is  true  that  I  voted  against 
what  I  considered  to  be  a  high  duty  on 
woollens,  because  most  of  our  woollen  goods 
come  from  Great  Britain,  and  there  is 
reason  for  giving  consideration  in  that  re- 
spect. 

Mr.  Watson. — Our  trade  with  Germany 
is  increasing. 

Mr.  SAMPSON. — In  1906  we  imported 
j^5oi,ooo  of  hats  and  caps,  of  which 
amount  no  less  than  45,000  came  from 
Europe  and  Japan.  In  1907,  the  impor- 
tations increa5«l  to  ;£55o,ooo,  of  which 
;£t50,ooo  worth  came  from  Europe  and 
Asia.  So  that  the  total  proportion  of  im- 
portati(xis  in  cfxnpetiticm  with  what  should 
be  a  truly  Australian  industry,  is  very 
great,  and  certainly  the  propOTtion  of  im- 
portations from  Asia  and  continental 
Europe  is  altogether  excessive.  For  these 
reasons  I  am  prepared  to  support  the  fixed 
duty  proposed  in  the  schedule. 

Mr.  KELLY  <Wentworth)  [12.22].— One 
who  was  absent  during  the  previous  dis- 
cussion is  at  some  loss  to  appreciate  the 
changes  of  view  of  a  number  of  honorable 
members.  The  honorable  member  for 
Wimmera  based  a  good  deal  of  his  argu- 
ment for  supporting  these  inordinately  high 
duties  on  the  belief  that  there  is  a  great 
different  between  the  wages  paid  in  foreign 
countries  and  those  paid  in  Australia.  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  whether  he  has  any 
information  In  his  possessi(»i  to  show  that 
the  difference  between  the  wages  paid  in 
Australia  and  in  Europe  has  increased  dur- 
ing the  last  six  nnnths  ?  If  the  difference 
has  not  increased,  the  honorable  member 
should  surely  record  the  same  vote  to-day 
as  he  recorded  six  months  ago.  Every  one 
of  the  other  argumfents  used  by  the  hon- 
orable member  was  equally  applicable  six 
months  ago,  unless  it  can  be  prored  that 
some  change  in  CDnditi<Mis  has  occurred. 
Therefore,  those  honwable  members  who 
intend  to  change  their  votes  really  hare 
no  right  to  do  so,  unless  they  are  prepared 
to  confess  that  their  former  votes  were 
(rased  upcxi  wrong  views.  I  presume  that 
the  hon(»rable  member  for  Wimmera  was 
satisfied  that  the  vote  he  gave  on  a  former 
occasion  was  based  upon  a  right  ccxiclusion, 
inasmuch  as  he  sat  up  all  night  to  support 
the  opposition  to  high  duties.  My  in- 
formation is  that  the  natural  protection  on 
hats  is  very  higH 


Mr.  Coon.— What  is  "natural"  pro- 
tecticm? 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  protection  which  our 
distance  ^from  the  place  of  origin  in  other 
parts  of 'the  world  gives  to  the  local  manu- 
facturer. I  will  give  an  instance.  I  am 
informed  that  j£io  worth  of  average  hats 
will  require  40  cubic  feet  of  space.  Adding 
freight,  insurance,  packing  charges,  and  so 
forth,  the  natural  protection  axnes  to  40 
per  cent.  In  addition  to  that,  where  hats 
are  made  of  wool,  the  manufacturer  in 
Europe  has  U>  pay  freight  from  Australia 
or  the  Argentine  upon  the  wool  which  he 
uses. 

Mr.  TuooR. — The  so-called  natural  pro-  ■ 
tection  does  not  "  pan  out "  to  more  than 
12  J  per  cent,  as  the  honorable  member  for 
Denison  could  tell  the  Cwnmittee. 

Mr.    KELLY.— Is  that  tl«  honorable 
member  for  Denison's  opinion? 

Sir  Phiup  Fvsh. — I  say  that  40  per 
cent,  is  the  natural  protection  on  some  of 
these  hats. 

Mr.  KELLY. — The  hcMiorable  member 
for  Yarra  asked  for  the  verdict  of  the  hon- 
orable member  for  DeniscHi,  and  now  he 
has  received  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Denison  has  had  to  pay  the  freight, 
and  therefore  he  does  not  know  ;  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  h&s  not  had  to 
pay  it,  and  therefore  he  does  know  ! 

Mr.  KELLY. — There  is  one  special  ob- 
jection to  this  item,  and  that  is  that  it 
provides  for  taking  whichever  rate  of  duty 
returns  the  larger  amount.  That  will 
undoubtedly  involve  a  burden  upon  the 
users  of  cheaper  kinds  of  hats — the  working 
classes.  I  submit  that  for  the  considera- 
ticffi  of  those  honorable  members  who  are 
anxious  not  to  oppress  the  poor  in  any  way. 
It  is  obvious  that  a  fixed  duty  upon  hats 
becomes  greater  according  as  the  class  of 
hat  imported  becomes  cheaper.  Honor- 
able members  are  deliberately  imposing  a 
prohibitive  specific  duty  upon  the  cheapest 
hats  imported  into'  Australia.  The 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custfxns  has 
been  asked  to  make  a  statement  which,  in 
common  fairness  to  the  commercial  com- 
munity, <Hight  to  be  made.  Statements  have 
been  made  by  the  h(xux'able  member  for 
New  England  of  a  very  injurious  character 
cOTicerning  the  commercial  classes.  I  think 
that  most  honorable  members  regret  them. 
It  is  inadvisable  that  those  statements 
should  remain  unanswered  by  the  one  man 
in  this  chamber  who  is  b^t  fitted,  to  make 
an  answer,  nameti|gi,(^yMsi&©g  t0  think 
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that  it  would  bj  unfortunate  if  the  honor- 
able gentleman  did  not  make  some  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  ■  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minl&ter  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[12.26]. — My  reason  few  remaining  silent 
was  that  I  thought  there  was  very  little  to 
answer.-  I  think  that  the  merchants  of  this 
country  do  not  require  that  any  man  should 
stand  up  in  Parliament  and  say  that  they 
are  honest.  We  know  them  to  be  so,  and 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  apart  from  their  desire 
to  be  honest,  it  pays  them  td  be  frank  and 
open  in  dealing  with  the  Customs.  The 
.  assistance  which  merchants  give  to  the  Cus- 
toms is  really  invaluable.  We  receive 
every  aid  from  them,  largely  Because  'they 
themselves  are  placed  in  a  difficulty  if  they 
have  to  compete  against  the  dish<mest  trader. 
Of  course,  there  are  bound  to  be  some  dis- 
hcmest  traders  whose  operations  we  have  to 
deal  with  occasionally,  and  when  a  question 
arises  as  to  whether  certain  goods  should  be 
imported  imder  a  duty  of  10  or  15  per 
cent.,  an  importer  is  naturally  disposed  to 
believe  that  he  ought  to  pay  the  lower  rate. 
As  to  false  invoicing,  the  haiorable  mem- 
bo*  for  Denison  has  explained  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Deputment,  and  what  be  has 
said  is  quite  correct.  Invoices  generally 
come  from  reputable,  honest  traders  in 
other  parts  of  the  wcwld  who  would  not 
knowingly  make  a  mis-statement.  Gene- 
rally their  invoices  may  be  accepted,  and 
indeed  have  to  be  accepted.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  the  Customs  officers  to 
examine  one-twentieth  part  of  the  goods 
that  are  imported,  and  we  have  to  depend 
to  a  large  extent  upon  the  assistance  given 
by  merchants  themselves  and  the  fact  that, 
ais  no  one  can  tell  which  box  or  package 
may  be  opened  and  tested,  there  is  c<Hise- 
quently  always  great  risk  in  misdescription, 
undervaluing,  or  attempting  to  cheat  the 
Customs.  Of  course,  when  any  fraud  is  at  - 
tempted  to  be  perpetrated  the  merchant  is 
punished  by  being  brought  before  the  courts. 
But  when  mistakes  are  made,  and  we  ocm- 
sider  that  no  fraud  is  intended,  a  small  fine 
is  inflicted.  In  such  a  case  there  is  no 
reflection  on  the  honesty  of  those  who  make 
the  mistake .  We  know  that  there  a  re 
black  sheep  in  every  community,  but  as  a 
rule  the  Customs  Department  is  very  well 
treated  by  the  merchants,  and  evidence  of 
that  fact  is  afforded  by  the  circumstance 
that  we  are  working  with  such  a  small 
amount  of  friction  between  the  Department 
and  the  mercantile  community. 


Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [12.31].^ 
The  manner  in  which  these  duties  on  hats 
were  pushed  through  originally-  deser^-es 
some  comment.  A  certain  member  of  the 
Government  was  aware  that  I  had  in  mv 
possession  a  document  of  a  very  important 
character,  bearing  on  the  conditions  en- 
forced by  some  manufacturers  of  hats  in 
Victoria.  I  left  the  House  on  the  13th 
November,  with  the  assurance  that  the  hat 
duties  would  not  be  put  through  at  that 
sitting.  But  the  House  yielded  to  the 
pressure  applied  by  the  Treasurer,  and 
passed  the  duties  before  adjourning. 

Sir.  Watson. — Who  gave  you  the  as- 
surance? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  did 'not  intend  to 
mention  names,  but  there  is  an  honorable 
member  sitting  not  very  far  away  who  is 
able  to  give  some  infcnmation  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Tudor. — If  the  honorable  member 
refers  to  me,  I  may  state  that  I  had  no 
idea  of  the  matter  to  which  he  alludes. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  honorable  member 
assured  me,  when  obliged  to  leave  through 
illness,  that  the  item  was  not  likely  to  be 
put  through  that  evaiing. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — I  absolutely  said  no  such 
thing,  and  the  honorable  member  ought  not 
to  make  such  a  mis-statement. 

Mr,  MAHON.— I  repeat  the  statement. 

Mr.  Tudor. — And  I  deny  it. 

Mr.  MAHON. — And  I' again  repeat  it 
with  the  greatest  emphasis,  as  an  absolutely 
true  account  of  what  transpired.  My  re- 
collection is  quite  clear,  for  I  vividly  recall 
the  annoyance  I  felt  on  reatUng  next  morn- 
ing that  the  House  had  carri^  the  duties 
without  hearing  the  facts  referred  to. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  remember  the 
honorable  member  expressing  his  anger  to 
me  next  day. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  made  a  statement  to 
the  h<xu>rable  member  for  Yarra  before  I 
left,  and  also  to  the  present  Postmaster- 
General,  concerning  the  document  which  I 

had  in  my  possession. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member 
never  showed  it  to  me. 

Mr.  MAHON — No;  but  the  honorable 
member  was  aware  of  the  substance  of  it. 
And  one  member  of  the  Cabinet  knew  of 
the  contents.  He  had  seen  a  letter  from 
the  Civil  Service  Co-operative  Store  show- 
ing that  the  Denton  Hat  Mills  absolutely 
refused  to  do  business  with  the  Co~(^)era- 
tive  Society.         Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  Tudor. — In  the  same  way  as  they 

refuse  to  supply  Foy  and  Gibson  and  any 
other  firm  which  is  not  in  the  wholesale 
trade. 

Mr.  MAHON.— The  Civil  Service  Co- 
operative Store  is  a  wholesale  house,  sup- 
plying retailers  as  well  as  ordinary  cus- 
tomers. The  business  of  the  Denton  Hat 
Mills  is  conducted  in  such  a  manner  that 
a  little  clique  of  merchants  in  Flinders- 
lane  are  enabled  to  get  1 5  per  cent,  on  every 
transacti(Hi,  although  they  do  not  handle 
the  goods  supplied  to  retailers.  This 
is  the  matter  stands.     If  a  firm 

like  the  Civil  Service  Co-c^)a:ative 
Sodety  of  Victoria,  which  deals  in  a 
wholesale  way  with  hats  and  other  commo- 
dities, applies  to  the  Denton  Hat  Mills  for 
;^i,ooo  worth  of  hats,  the  operation  is 
performed  in  the  following  manner  : — The 
order  has  to  go  through  Flinders-lane,  but 
the  hats  are  sent  direct  frwn  the  mill  to  the 
Civil  Servi<»  Co-operative  Society.  This 
process  enables  a  few  individuals  in 
Flinders-lane,  who  have  never  handled  the 
goods,  and  have  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  transaction  at  all,  to  get  15  per 
cent,  on  the  whole  consignm^. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Then  the  im- 
p(Mtera  make  the  profit,  after  all  ? 

Mr.  MAHON.— It  really  does  not  matter 
who  makes  the  profit;  the  public  are 
penalized.  It  is  an  improper  way  of 
doing  business,  whether  the  profit  is  made 
by  importer  or  manufacturer.  My  point 
is  that  if  the  Denton  Hat  Mills,  or  other 
hat  manufacturing  firms,  can  afford  to  pay 
middlemen  15  per  cent,  for  the  transmission 
of  consignments  in  this  way,  they  can 
aflford  to  return  that  amount  to  the  people, 
and  to  carry  on  under  a  duty  reduced  by 
1 5  per  cent. 

Mr.  Carr. — Is  not  tlie  procedure  of 
which  the  honorable  member  complains  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  importexs  have  a  foreign 
connexion  which  gives  them  power  over  the 
hat  mills  here? 

Mr.  MAHON.— I  should  not  think  so. 
But  if  such  a  state  of  things  exists  that'  is 
another  reason  why  we  should  not  by  high 
rates  punish  the  whole  ccanmunity  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  TtTDOR. — And  why  should  we  punish 
a!  I  the  hat  manufacturers  of  Australia  be- 
cause of  this  action  on  the  part  of  one  hat 
manufacturing  company.  All  the  hat  manu- 
facturers do  not  do  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  MAHON. — I  believe  that  some  hat 
manufacturers  will  sell  direct  to  retailers, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  my  proposal  would 


punish  them.  If  it  is  posnble  for  Uie 
Denton  Hat  Mills  to  make  a  concession  of 
15  per  cent,  in  respect  of  consignments  to 
a  little  coterie  in  Flinders- lane,  surely  tlie 
other  hat  manufacturers  here  can  afford  to 
sell  at  lower  prices. 

Sir.  WiLKS. — Many  of  the  Fllnders-lane 
merchants  are  shareholders  in  the  Denton 
Hat  Mills. 

Mr.  MAHON.— Very  likely.  Are  we  to 
give  that  company  the  advantage  of  these 
enormous  duties  in  order  that  it  may  make 
concessions  to  a  few  middlemen  ?  I  ask 
hcmorable  members  who  are  wavering  to 
consider  whether  we  shall  be  justified  in 
taking  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people  an 
additional  15  per  cent,  in  order  that  the 
Denton  Hat  Mills,  and  other  hat  manufac- 
turing firms,  may  distribute  money  in  the 
way  I  have  mentioned.  My  ccxitention  is 
that  it  would  be  easy  for  them  to  arrange 
for  the  distribution  of  their  goods  in  some 
other  way,  and  so  avoid  the  payment  of 
15  per  cent,  to  middlemen.  I  regret  that 
it  should  have  been  necessary  to  bring  this 
matter  forward,  but  I  think  that  the  duty 
was  sneaked  through  the  House  in  a  most 
improper  way. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  do  not  sneak  any 
.duty  throujgh  the  House. 

Mr.  UAHOii.— Hansard  shows  that  the 
House  ad>ourned  at  4.36  a.m.,  immediately 
after  dealing  with  the  duties  on  hats.  It 
had  been  sitting  continuously  since  2.30 
p.m.  on  the  previous  day.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  accuse  any  one  of  imfair  dealing, 
but,  having  regard  to  the  progress  which  had 
been  made  during  the  sittirtg  in  question, 
prior  to  the  item  of  hats  being  called  on, 
it  seems  to  me  that  whether  because  of  th(; 
transaction  in  which  the  Denton  Hat  Mills 
figured,  or  for  some  other  reascm,  the  de- 
cmnxi  of  the  Committee  was  forced  on  in 
a  somewhat  suspicious  way. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [12.40].— Ap- 
parently some  persons  have  seen  the  dam- 
aging document  referred  to  by  the  honorable 
member,  but  he  certainly  did  not  show  it  to 
me. 

^fr.  Mahon. — I  have  not  said  that  I  did. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Quite  so.  I  can  assure 
the  honorable  member  that  I  did  not  tell 
him  or  any  other  honorable  member  on  the 
occasion  in  question  that  I  did  not  think 
tl:e  item  relating  to  hats  would  be  dealt 
with  that  night.  The  honorable  member 
for  Grey  will  bear  out  my  statement  that 
it  was  fully  expected  that  4t  would  be  dealt 
with  during  the  si^trngby  La  OOglC 
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Mr.  Cakr. — In  any  event,  the  honorable 

member  had  no  control  over  the  Committee. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— That  is  so.  The  honor- 
able member  for  Coolgardie  may  have 
shown  certain  Ministers  the  document  to 
which  he  has  referred,  and  I  think 
that,  knowing  that  I  had  served  my 
time  at  the  trade  concerned,  he  might 
also  have  shown  it  to  me.  There 
is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  for  as  well 
as  against  the  practice  adopted  by  some 
manufacturers  of  selling  direct  only  to 
the  wholesale  warehouses ;  but  that  point 
should  not  be  allowed  to  extrude  itself  into 
the  discussion  with  respect  to  this  paxticu- 
lar  duty.  Why  should  every  hat  manufac- 
turer be  called  vpon  to  suffer  simply  be- 
cause one  or  two  refuse  to  sell  direct  to 
retailers?  As  a  matter  of  facti,  the  same 
system  is  followed  in  the  .woollen  industry 
and  the  boot  manufacturing  trades.  Many 
boot  manufacturers  refuse  to  supply  re- 
tailers direct. 

Mr.  MAHON.~But  do  two  wnmgs  make 
a  right? 

Mr.  TUDOR. — I  am  not  suggesting  that 
they  do.  I  pointed  out,  on  a  former  ooca- 
si(Xi,  that  manufacturers  in  England  who 
had  been  supplying  retailers  direct  had 
■  gone  out  of  the  business.  Those  who' 
adopted  the  same  system  here  would  have 
to  keep  a  number  of  travellers  on  the 
roads,  and  to  incur  advertising  and  other 
charges,  whilst  they  would  also  find 
it  necessary  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the 
financial  position  of  their  customers.  One 
manufacturer  in  Victoria  commenced  to 
supply  retailers  direct,  but  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice C0-(^rative  Society— for  which,  by 
the  way,  I  have  every  respect — did  not 
come  to  his  assistance.  It  could  buy  caps 
to-day  direct  from  the  manufacturers,  but 
it  prefers  to  purchase  them  through  the 
warehouses.  I  fail  to  see  why  the  whole 
trade  should  be  penalized  because  of  any 
practice  on  the  part  of  the  Denton  Hat 
Mills,  of  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Coolgardie  disapproves.  I  appeal  to  hon- 
orable members  to  dismiss  from  their  minds 
what  he  has  said,  and  to  vote  on  the  merits 
of  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  pro- 
posed duty  should  be  impend.  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  agree  to  the  request, 
and  so  grant  the  industry  an  adequate 
measure  of  protection. 

Question — That  the  proposed  modifica- 
tion, leaving  out  of  the  requested  amend- 
ment the  words  "  i6s.  per  dozen  or,"  and 
the  w(X'ds,  "  whichever-  rate  returns  the 


higher  duty"  be  agreed  to  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Irvine's  modification) — ^put.  The  Cc«n- 
mittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowacn,  E.  K. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Mahon,  H. 
Poynton,  A. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Bataford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F,  J.  " 
Groom,  L.  K. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 


14 
28 

14 


Ayes. 


Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Kellv.  W.  H. 
McWilliami.  W.  J. 


Noes. 


Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathewd,  J. 
Mainger,  S. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer.  V. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Teller t: 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Hall,  D.  R. 


FaUS. 


Wilsoo,  J.  G. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Edwards,  R. 
Smithi  Bruce 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddcll,  F. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Brown,  Tilley 


Crouch,  R.  A. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 
Harper,  R, 
Webster,  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page,  J. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Knox,  W. 


Questicwi  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Proposed  modification  negatived. 

Question — That   the   requested  amend- 
ment, making  the  duty  on  Wool  Felt  Hats 
(item  121,  paragraph  a),  (General  Tariff), 
i6s.  per  dozen,  or  35  per  cent.,  ad  val., 
whichever  rate  returns  die  higher  duty ; 
(United  Kingdom),  12s.  per  dozen,  or  30 
per  cent,  ad  val.,  whichever  rate  returns 
the  higher  duty,  be  made— put.  The 
Committee  divided. 

Ayes     ...         ...         ...  28 

Noes     ...         ...         ...  13 

Majority  D,gitized-B?  Google 
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Bamford.  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  £. 
Chanter.  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Aiutin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Dealcin.  A. 
Ewing,  T  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Fisher.  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Groom,  L.  L, 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 


Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Keily.  W.  H. 
Mabon.  H. 
McWilliams.  W.  J. 
Poynton,  A. 


Crouch,  R.  A. 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
O'Malley,  King 
Webiter,  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page.  J. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Frazer,  C.  E.  . 
Knox,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Ayks. 

Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mathews,  ]. 
Uauger,  S. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson.  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wation,  J.  C, 

Tellert: 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Watkins,  D. 

Noes. 

Sinclair,  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Thomson,  John 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers: 
Arcber,  £.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 

Fairs. 

Wilson,  J.  G. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Edwards,  R. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Brown,  Tilley. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


Questicm  so  resolved  in  {he  affinnative. 
Requested  amendment  made.' 
Item  lai.  Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets. — 

B.  Fur  Felt  Hats,  in  any  stage  of  manufac- 
ture ad.  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  and  on  and  after  t4th  Novem- 
ber, 1907,  per  dozen,  ass. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  14th  November,  1907,  per  dozen, 
20s. 

Revues/.— Make  the  duty  (General  Tariff)  258. 
per  dozen,  or  35  per  cent,  ad  val..  whichever 
rate  returns  the  higher  duty ;  (United  Kingdom), 
aoi.  per  doxen,  or  30  per  cent  ad  val.,  wbicberet 
rate  returns  the  higher  duty. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [12.55].  —  The 
arguments  urged  against  the  la&t  request 
apply  with  equal  force  against  this,  but 
apparently  it  is  of  no  use  to  present  argu- 
ments to  the  Committee  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted. A  majority  of  honorable  members 
appear  to  have  made  up  their  minds  to  back 
up  the  Government  in  every  proposal  that 
is  made.  We  have  a  well-compiled  sche- 
dule befwe  us,  hut  apparently  only  honor- 
able members  on  this  side  are  bothering 


about  it.  They  desire  to  secure  reductions 
of  duties  suggested  by  the  Senate,  or  at 
least  to  retain  the  duties  as  the  Tariff  left 
this  House.  I  am  here  defending  the 
work  already  performed  by  this  House.  I 
ask  honorable  members  opposite  why  they 
do  not  adhere  to  what  was  done  when  the 
Tariff  was  previously  before  the  Committee. 
If  they  do  not  do  so  it  will  be  because  some 
of  them  are  prepared  to  go  bacic  upon  the 
votes  which  they  previously  gave.  The 
honorable  member  fOT  South  Sydney  as 
an  ardent  protectionist  may  be  delighted 
with  what  is  taking  place,  but  I  certainly 
am  not.  Either  honorable  members  in 
the  earlier  c<Misideration  of  the  Tariff  had 
not  suflSciently  ccmsidexed  the  questions  on 
which  they  expressed  an  opinion,  or  the\- 
are  now  shamelessly  going  back  on  what 
they  previously  did.  Apparently,  the 
Senate  has  only  to  make  a  request,  and 
honorable  memb(|rs  opposite  immediately 
bow  the  knee.  I  have  heard  the  claim 
made  here  repeatedly,  that  this  is  -the 
people's  House,  and  is  intrusted  with  the 
protection  of  their  interests. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  people  had 
an  opportunity  to  do  so,  they  would  call 
for  a  higher  Tariff  than  we  are  now  pas- 
sing. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  do  not  know  what 
would  satisfy  the  Treasurer,  who  is  a  glut- 
ton  for  protection.  It  is  significant  that 
cotain  industries  should  be  selected  for 
special  tieatmenC.  Both  in  this  House  and 
in  another  place  the  hat  industry  has  re- 
ceived more  generous  treatment  than  has 
been  accorded  to  any  other  industry  in  the 
Commonwealth.  If  I  were  an  ardent  pro- 
tectionist, I  should  desire  to  see  all  indus- 
tries treated  alikew 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  honorable  member 
is  an  ardent  protectitxtist  so  far  as  the 
shipbuilding  industry  is  concerned. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  stated  openly 
that  I  ardently  desire  to  assist  the  men  en- 
gaged in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  and  I 
should  like  to  say  now  that  they  are  al- 
ready sufficiently  taxed,  and  should  not  be 
asked  to  bear  further  taxation  in  the  shape 
of  a  duty  of  25s.  per  dozen  on  the  felt 
hats  they  wear.  There  are  a  greater  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  in  the  tobacco  in- 
dustry than  in  the  hat  industry,  and  I 
notice  that  hcmorable  members  were  not  so 
much  concerned  about  those  engaged  in  that 
industry. 

Mr.  Watson. — I  thmk -we  made  a  mis- 
take in  dealing  wnt^tizeig^N^OOQlC 
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Mr.  WILKS.— I  should  like  the  honor- 
able member  to  point  out  the  mistake.  It 
is  strange  that  this  House,  and  another 

place,  should  be  so  anxious  to  consider  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  hats. 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  f.m. 

Mr.  WILKS.— There  is  another  im- 
portant phase  of  this  question  to  whidi  I 
desire  to  call  attenti<xi,  and  I  think  there 
ought  to  be  a  qucnrum  present — [Quorum 
formed}.  The  issue  is  not  so  much  the 
suggested  amendment  by  the  Senate,  but 
whether  we  shall  allow  another  place  to 
increase  taxaticwi.  It  is  all  very  well  for 
honorable  members  to  stand  on  the  platform 
and  declare  that  this  is  the  people's  House ; 
but  if  we  make  the  suggested  amendment, 
we  shall  be  allowing  a  Chamber,  in  which 
the  smallest  State  is  equally  represented 
with  the  largest,  to  increa^  the  taxation  of 
the  people  by  imposing  exorbitant  duties  on 
articles  of  common  wear.  It  would  appear 
that,  for  the  sake  of  an  increased  duty,  the 
Treasurer  is  prepared  to  surrender  to  the 
Senate  this  power  to  impose  taxation. 

Mr.  Mathews. — ^Would  the  honor.ible 
member  allow  the  Senate  to  reduce  taxa- 
tion ? 

■Mr.  WILKS.— Most  decidedly;  because 
that  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. When  the  Senate  decreases  taxation, 
the  burdCTi  on  the  people  is  lessened. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Certainly  not,  so 
far  as  prelection  is  concerned. 

Mr.  WILKS.— All  that  the  Treasurer 
thinks  about  is  protection. 

S.ir  William  Lyne. — I  also  desire  to 
reducx  prices  to  the  public  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Why  should  this,  and 
one  or  two  other  industries,  be  given  special 
concessions  ? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Because  the  Tariff  is 
scientific. 

Mr.  WILKS.—This  Tariff  contains  more 
anomalies  than  did  the  old  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Nonsense!  There 
are  scarcely  any  ancMnalies  in  this  Tariff. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Of  course,  the  Treasurer 
looks  upon  his  own  child  as  without  blemish. 
When  the  acting  leader  of  the  Opposition 
was  complimenting  the  Treasure  <m  the 
oHnpletion  of  the  first  oonsideratim  of  this 
Tariff,  I  objected,  because,  after' a  scramble, 
ilie  Tariff  had  emerged  much  more  un- 
scientific than  was  the  Tariff  of  1902  ;  and 
T  have  seen  no  reason  to  alter  that  opinion. 
The  friends  of  this  particular  industry 
seem  to  have  been  able  to  marshal  enough 
forays  to  upset  the  decisicm  arrived  at  by 


this  House  a  tew  months  ago;  and  I  should 
very  much  like  to  know  the  reason  for  the 
change  of  front  on  the  part  of  some  hon- 
orable members.  , 

Sir  William  LvNE.^The  honorable 
member  knows  perfectly  well  that  Sydnev 
is  becoming  a  great  protectionist  centre.  ' 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  another  question 
with  which  I  shall  deal  at  the  proper  time ; 
but  I  remind  the  Treasurer  that  I  can  di*- 
tinguish  a  motor  lamp,  for  instance,  as 
quickly  as  he  can.  I  did  a  little  scrambling 
when  the  Tariff  was  last  before  us,  and  had 
openly  expressed  my  intention  of  doing  so ; 
but  I  never  pretended  that  I  was  voting 
for  "scientific"  protection.  On  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  honorable  members  are 
scrambling  in  the  interests  of  what  is  dis- 
tinctly a  Victorian  industry ;  but  they  ha\e 
not  the  pluck  to  admit  the  fact.  For 
years,  the  honorable  member  for  South  Syd- 
ney has  been  before  the  public  as  a  demo- 
crat ;  and  I  ask  him  whether  he  is  prepared, 
tor  the  sake  of  protection,  to  allow  the 
Senate  to  be  supreme  in  mahers  of  taxa- 
tion? 

Mr.  Watson. — I  always  back  the  Senate 
when  it  is  right. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  the  honorable  mem. 
ber  thinks  that  the  Senate  is  right  in  in- 
creasing  -taxation  ? 

Mr.  Watson.— No;  I  think  they  are 
right  in  suggesting  that  we  should  increase 
taxation. 

Mr.  WILKS. — 1  can  only  enter  my  em- 
phatic protest  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment; but  I  utterly  lack  the  power  of 
language  to  express  my  feelings.  When  we 
back  down  to  the  Senate  and  impose 
heavier  taxation  on  the  people,  in  the  in- 
terests of,  practically,  one  big  factOTy,  I 
say  that  such  conduct  is  damnable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  horjorable 
member,  I  think,  will  see  that  siKh  lan- 
guage is  scarcely  parliamentary. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Do  I  understand  the 
Chairman  to  rule  that  the  word  *'  dam- 
nable"  is  not  parliamentary?  It  is  a 
word  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  scrip- 
tures; and  I  should  like  a  ruling  on  the 
point. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  a  question 
of  my  ruling,  but  rather  a  question  of  pro- 
priety ;  and  I  think  the  honorable  member 
will  acknowledge  that  the  use  of  such  lan- 
guage ought  not  to  be  encouraged. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Let  me  inform  honorable 
members  who  are  so  squeamish  thati  the  ad- 
jective figures  nrostgipronMnei^^CISli^me  of 
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our  greatest  works  ;  and,  if  honorable  mem- 
bers are  not  aware  of  that  fact,  I  regret 
their  lack  of  classical  culture.  I  can  only 
repeat  that  legislation  of  this  character  is 
dunnable.  If  we  feel  strongly  on  any 
question,  we  cannot  use  rose-sc^ted  sen- 
tences ;  and  the  people,  who  have  to  pay 
these  duties,  have  no  time  to  be  mealy- 
mouthed,  especially  when  they  know  that 
the  duties  are  imposed  practically  in  the 
interests  of  one  flourishing  manufactory. 
The  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  has 
shown  that  the  particular  company  to  which 
I  refer  is  able  to  giye  away  15  per  cent 
per  annum  to  its  shareholders,  so  that  it 
caimot  be  said  that  these  duties  are 
necessary  to  rescue  a  languishing  concern. 
It  is  common  report  that  those  coni>ected 
with  this  Victorian  manufactory  have 
openly  boasted  on  each  occasion  that  they 
knew  how  the  numbers  stood  in  Parlia* 
ment;  and  I  must  say  that  they  seem  to 
have  very  suooessfuUy  piloted  these  items 
through  the  Senate.  I  know  that  it  would 
be  useless  iot  me  to  submit  an  amendment, 
and,  therefore,  I  can  only  enter  my  protest. 
II.  is  most  ronarkable  that  there  should  be  a 
duty  of  2s.  id.  on  a  hat  that  may  possibly 
cost  only  lod. ;  and  such  duties  are  cal- 
culated to  make  any  one  angry.  I  am  par- 
ticularly astonished  at  the  action  of  the 
Labour  Party  in  this  ocxmexioo.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  engineer  and  the  inxi- 
worker  is  not  favoured  with  any  oxnposite 
or  alternative  duty,  and  does  not  enjoy  pro- 
tection to  the  extent  of  anything  like  35  per 
cent.  I  have  voted  all  through  f(x  the 
lowest  possible  duties  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  I  shall  continue  to  do  so.  It  is 
not  the  desire  of  the  workers  that  tax  should 
be  heaped  on  tax. 
Mr.  Coon. — ^This  is  not  a  tax. 

Mr.  WILKS:— I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  regards  the  duty  as  a  blessing  ? 

Mr.  Coon. — Yes. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  duty  will 
cause  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  hats. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Then  why  not  make  the 
duty  50S.,  so  that  the  consumers  may,  .per- 
haps, get  their  hats  for  nothing? 

Sir  WiLUAK  Lyne. — If  the  duty  were 
50s.  per  dozen,  it  would  probably  reduce 
prices  very  much,  because  all  the  work 
would  be  done  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Apparently,  the  Trea- 
surer regards  the  Senate  as  quite  right,  so 
long  as  it  proposes  increases  in  the  Tariff ; 
but  I  hope  that  honorable  members  will,  by 


their  votes,  emphasize  the  criminal  character 
of  this  double-faced  duty. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [2.30].— The 
argument  put  forward  by  the  honorable 
member  fot  Dalley  is  one  which  the  Minis- 
ter will  find  omaderable  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing, not  that  I  think  Ministers  want  to  meet 
any  argument,  or  to  approach  even  the  con- 
fines of  argument,  in  bullocking  the  Taiiff 
through  this  Chamber.  One  thing  I  noticed 
most  forcibly  this  morning,  when  we  bad  a 
unique  opportunity  of-  voting  with  the  ayes, 
was  that  the  Ministerial  benches  were  de- 
nuded even  of  the  schedules  with  which  the 
Committee  is  now  dealing.  On  this  side  of 
the  chamber  one  sees  the  schedule  every- 
where, and  hCHiorable  manbers  attempting 
to  deal  with  the  business  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Hall. — There  are  not  many  mem- 
bers oa  that  side. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  do  not  think  there  were 
any  members  in  the  Ministerial  comer  until 
a  qu<vum  was  called  for. 

Mr.  Watson. — ^We  were  waiting  until 
the  hcffK>rabIe  member  had  finished  speak- 
ing. 

Mr.  KELLY.— If  the  honorable  member 
had  been  attending  he  would  have  known 
that  I  have  only,  just  risen.  Apparently 
what  was  being  said  was  posed  to  his 
views,  and  therefore  he  did  not  listen.  That 
seems  to  be  the  attitude  adopted  by  honor- 
able members  opposite  in  d^ine  with  the 
TariflF, 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  are  "  bullock- 
ing ' '  it  through. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Sometimes  it  is  "  bullock- 
ing "  it  through,  and  sometimes  "sneak- 
ing ' '  it  through,  when  they  refuse  pairs. 

■  Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  hoiorable  ipem- 
ber  repeats  that  statement.  He  knows  that 
it  is  incorrect. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
incorrect.  If  anybody  cares  to  pick  up  the 
pair  lists  and  division  lists  cm  this  item,  he 
will  see  that  th^e  are  a  large  number  of 
honorable  members  who  would  have  voted 
had  they  been  here,  or  paired,  had  thev 
been  given  the  opportunity,  against  the 
higher  duties. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — We  stood  out  five 
men  for  you  yesterday,  and  you  had  not  a 
man  out. 

Mr.  KELLY. — If  the  honorable  member 
wishes  to  disprangitimybvAat^idfii^t  him 
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take  up  the  division  and  pair  lists,  and 
show  that  I  am  wrcwig.  This  want  of  in- 
terest in  the  business  of  the  Committee  

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Through  your  men 
being  absent  and  wanting  pairs,  instead  of 
attending  to  their  duties. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^Absent  looking 
after  their  business  thousands  of  .  miles 
away.  It  is  all  very  well  for  those  like 
th>.*  honorable  member  who  live  in  Mel- 
bourne to  talk. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Government  whip 
ha.  cast  a  serious  reflection  by  interjection 
on  a  numb^  of  hcmorable  members.  I  do 
not  think  he  meant  it  seriously,  but  I  can- 
not allow  it  to  pass-  unchallenged.  The 
Government  have  stated  time  and  agun  that 
they  would  gi^e  every  facility  to  members 
of  the  Public  Service  to  attend  the 
nianceuvres  of  the  Defence  Forces.  The 
honoj-able  member  for  Brisbane  is  away  do- 
ing his  country's  work,  and  all  through  I 
have  had  to  sacrifice  the  claims  of  other 
honorable  members  in  order  to  find  him  a 
pair.  The  lack  of  interest  cm  the  part  of 
t!ie  C<»nmittee  in  the  passage  of  these  items 
— and  in  that  connexi(Mi  what  has  occurred 
with  regard  to  hats  is  very  significant — 
explains  to  some  extent  the  extraordmary 
re\-ersal  of  form  shown  by  some  honorable 
mfmbers.  Every  one  regrets  to  see  honor- 
able members  changing  their  votes  unless 
the\  ajre  able  to  show  that  that  change  has 
c«ne  about  because  they  have  better  appre- 
ciated the  facts,  or  because  new  facts  have 
come  before  them.  I  have  noticed  that  not 
one  of  those  hcMiorable  members  who  ha\e 
reiersed  their  votes  on  this  question  has 
seen  fit  to  give  the  Committee  any  reasons 
for  his  change  of  attitude.  I  challenge 
oxitradicticMi  of  that  statement. 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  are  answerable  to 
their  constituents  and  not  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

■  Mr.  KELLY. — Every  honorable  member 
is  answerable  to  the  country  if  he  changes 
his  attitude  upon  a  public  questiwi,  and 
cannot,  or  does  not  see  fit  to  explain  to 
the  country,  through  the  Committee,  the 
reasons  for  that  change.  I  do  not  say 
that  honorable  members  who  have  reversed 
their  votes  on  this  questi<Mi  cannot  explain 
their  action,  but  the  fact  remains  that  they 
ha\'e  not  attempted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Hall. — It  is  very  tmwise  to  explain 
anything  at  any  lime. 

Mr.  KELLY.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
Iwr  considers  it  unwise  to  take  one's  consti- 
tuents into  one's  confidence,  and  impolitic 


to  express  one's  opinions  fearlessly,  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  argue  with  him.  It  is  about 
time  a  protest  was  made  against  the  reck- 
less way  in  which  people  change  their  votes 
upon  questions  which  largely  affect  the 
public  weal  and  the  pockets  of  some  of  the 
poorest  amongst  us.  On  those  questions, 
if  upon  any,  hcmorable  membns  should 
endeavour  to  be  oxisistent. 

Mr.  Chanter. — ^The  hc^itn-able  member 
is  not  in  cwder  in  reflecting  upon  any  hon* 
orable  member's  vote. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  not  reflecting  upon 
their  votes.  If  the  honorable  member  re- 
gards it  as  a  reflectiwi  to  say  that  they  have 
changed  their  votes  without  giving  any  ex- 
planation for  their  action,  he  is  welcome  to 
his  c^inion.  Like  the  honorable  member, 
they  may  refuse  to  be  "  slaves  to  prin- 
ciple." But  their  constituents  and  this 
House  have  a  (jerfect  right  to  ask  for  an 
explanatim,  which  has  not  been  given,  of 
the  change  of  front  about  which  I  ha\-e 
complained. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment making  the  duty  on  Fur  Felt  Hats 
(item  121,  paragraph  b)  (General  Tariff) 
25s.  per  dozen  or  35  per  cent,  ad  val., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher  duty ;  and 
(United  Kingdom)  20s.  per  dozen,  or  30 
per  cent,  ad  val.,  whichever  rate  returns 
the  higher  duty,  be  made — put.  The 
Committee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority  ... 


27 
12 


Ans. 


Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Chanter,  J.  U. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  J. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Mahon,  H. 


Lvne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  ].  K. 
S.ilmon,  r.  C. 
Storrer,  D, 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
\Vise,  G.  H, 

TelUrs: 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Sampson,  S. 


Noes. 


Digit! 


McWilIiams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Sinclair,  H- 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks.  W.  H.  • 
Tellers: 


CuBUmt 
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Faiks. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
O'Malley,  King 
Webster,  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Page.  J. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Knox,  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Faiibaim,  G. 


Edwards,  R, 
Poynton,  A. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Willis,  Henry 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Liddell,  F. 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 


QuesticKi  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative, 
^quested  amendment  made. 
Requested     amendment     leaving  out 
Caps "  from  item   121,   paragraph  d, 
made. 

Item  121.  Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets. 


Request. — Insert  the  following  new  para- 
graph : — 

"{e)  C^ps  and  Sewn  Hats,  n.e.i.  (General 
Tariff),  7s.  per  dozen,  or  35  per  cent, 
ad  val.,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty ;  (United  Kingdom),  6s. 
per  dozen,  or  30  per  cent,  ad  yal., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  bigber 
duty." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.45]-  —  I  pn^wse  to  accept  the 
wording  of  the  new  paragraph  and  the 
duties.    I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Ekalley)  [2.46].  —  Mr. 
Chairman,  you  may  have  noticed  the  in- 
flection of  the  Treasurer's  voice  when  he 
said  "  I  propose  to  accept  the  alteration 
and  the  duties." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  I  said  that  I 
proposed  to  accept  the  wording  of  the  new 
paragraph  and  the  duties. 

Mr.  WILKS. — The  honorable  gentleman 
uttered  the  words  very  quietly.  Here  is 
another  instance  where  he  bows  down  to 
the  Senate.  He  will  accept  anything  In 
the  way  t>f  an  increased  duty. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  Senate  is  now 
the  taxing  House. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly,  and  the  Trea- 
surer is  willing  to  accept  every  request  for 
an  increased  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  a  very  good 
thing,  \s  it  not  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  Treasurer,  because 
he  is  aiutious  to  get  his  Tariff  passed,  is 
surrendering  the  power  of  this  Chamber  to 
the  Senate. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Not  at  all.  That 
questicm  was  fought  out  here  in  1902. 

Mr.  WILKS.— It  will  be  fought  out 
again.  When,  for  his  own  convenience,  the 
honorable  gentl«nan  aslES  honorable  mem- 


bers to  accept  this  request,  he  is  extending 
to  the  Senate,  which  is  not  the  people's 
House,  the  power  to  increase  the  duties 
fixed  by  this  Chamber.  I  do  noifc  wish  to 
repeat  the  arguments  which  were  used  in 
connexion  with  the  previous  request.  I  am 
really  unable  to  find  any  words  with  which 
to  express  adequately  the  attitude  of  honor- 
able members  on  the  other  side  to-day.  But 
the  time  will  come  when  they  will  be  found 
protesting  against  the  exercise  of  such  power 
by  the  Senate.  I  venture  to  prophesy  that 
if  this  course  be  persisted  in,  the  people 
of  Australia  will  eventually  be  called  upon 
to  alter  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Chanter. — The  Senate  does  not  ex- 
ercise the  taxing  power.  We  are  ^nrcising 
it. 

Mr.  WILKS.— We  are  exercising  the 
power  at  the  dictaticm  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Chanter. — No,  at  their  request. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Four  months  ago  the  hon- 
orable  member  could  not  get  this  Chamber 
to  exercise  this  power. 

Mr.  Chanter. — I  did  not  try. 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  We  are  exercising  the 
power,  I  repeat,  at  the  dictation  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  word  "request"  is  just  a 
euphemism  for  the  word  "  dictation."  On 
caps  and  sewn  hats,  which  can  be  purchased 
at  8d.  each,  we  are  asked  to  levy  a  duty 
of  7d.  each.  Is  the  Australian  cap  in- 
dustry so  paralyzed  that  it  requires  a  pro- 
tective duty  of  7d.  on  a  rag  cap? 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  memtier 
is  forgetting  that  the  duty  on  British  sewn 
hats  is  only  6d.  each. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Fancy  the  hat  manufac- 
turers of  Victoria  being  so  weak  that  they 
require  a  duty  of  7d.  on  a  sewn  hat  which 
is  retailed  at  8d.  !  It  will  be  a  crime  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  that  kind.  How  is  it  that 
the  hat  industry  has  so  many  friends  in  this 
Chamber  and  the  Senate  ?  How  is  it  that  it 
can  marshal  its  forces  so  well?  I  do  not 
know  how  true  it  is,  but  I  am  told  that 
some  members  of  this  House  are  interested 
in  the  industry.  I  would  not  like  to'  suggest 
that  tliat  is  the  reason  for  their  Aotes. 
Surely  we  are  not  all  shareholders  in  the 
Denton  Hat  Mills. 

Mr,  Tudor. — They  do  not  make  caps  and 
sewn  hats. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Surely  we  are  not  all  in- 
terested in  the  hat  factories. 

Mr.  TuDqp. — It  is  of  no  use  for  the  hon- 
orable member  to  drag  in  the  Denton  Hat 
Mills. 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  The  honorable  member 
knows  very  well  that  wbsft^Irsai(hlbout  the 


10398  Customs  [REPRESENTATIVES.]     Tariff  BUI. 


Denton  Hat  Mills  applies  to  the  manufac- 
turers of  these  caps  and  sewn  hats.  He  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Denton  Hat 
Mills,  but  surely  he  is  not  such  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  cap  factories  that  he  wants 
to  impose  a  duty  of  yd.  on  an  article  worth 
8d.  retail. 

Mr.  Chanter. — Do  not  the  factories  in 
Sydney  make  these  caps? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes,  and  they  do  not 
want  this  duty. 

Mr.  Chantek. — Thev  say  that  thev  .do- 

Mr.  WILKS.— Of  course,  they  would  ask 
for  a  duty  of  5s.  if  they  thought  that  hci»- 
orable  members  would  be  foolish  enough  to 
accede  to  their  request,  but  they  can  make 
these  articles  without  that  assistance. 

Mr,  Watson. — At  sweated  wages. 

Mr.  WILKS.— How  much  of  this  .duty 
of  7d.  per  cap  will  the  labourer  get?  What 
guarantee  is  there  that  with  the  imposition 
of  these  high  duties — presumably  in  the  in- 
terest of  what  is  termed  sweated  labour — 
the  worker  is  going  to  receive  any  benefit? 
None. 

Mr.  Watson. — The  new  protection  will 
give  him  a  benefit. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cooic. — It  is  time  that  the 
honorable  member  dropped  the  new  pro- 
tection. 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Ltne. — We  are  not  going 
to  drop  it. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — ^It  is  a  nice  thing 
to  hold  up  to  the  people  at  the  next  elec- 
ticxi :  that  is  all. 

Mr.  Watson. — During  this  session  they 
will  gat  the  new  protection  if  all  goes 
well. 

Sir  William  LvNE.—Hear,  hear, 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  shall  be  a  more  earnest 
advocate  of  that  policy  in  the  future  than 
I  have  been.  When  it  was  first  mooted 
here,  I  said  that,  as  a  free-trader,  I  would 
supix>rt  its  adoption.  I  did  not  with- 
hold my  view  until  I  had  felt  the  pulse 
of  the  House.  I  declared  myself  im- 
mediately the  polio.'  was  suggested.  I 
cer^inlv  will  support  its  application  to 
every  industry  which  receives  assistance 
und*?r  this  Tariff.  If  it  is  advocated  by 
honorable  members,  in  the  interest  of  the 
worker,  1  shall  do  all  I  can  to  see  that 
he  gets  some  benefit,  out  of  its  enactment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— That  is  if  the  hon- 
orable member  gets  a  chance. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Yes.  So  f^jr  I  have  not 
got  a  chance,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  vote 
for  a  pig  in  a  poke.  All  I  know  is  that 
the  new  protection  does  not  exist,  and 
that  we  are  asked  to  impose  higher  duties 


on  various  articles,  with  the  fiscal  system 
existing  just  as  it  did  four  or  five  years 
ago,  and  without  affording  any  special 
b«iefit  to  the  workers. 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs.— -How  mudi  did 
thev  get  out  of  McKav? 

Mr.  jWILKS.— We  have  not  obtained 
our  pound  of  flesh  frwn  McKay,  but  be 
has  secured  many  pounds  of  flesh  fiDm  the 
ComnHxiweaith,  b«»^se,  so  far,  our  legis- 
lation has  been  abortive.  That  is  a 
stnxig  reason  why  honorable  membm  op- 
posite should  hesitate  before  they  impose  a 
higher  duty  on  caps  and  sewn  hats.  Are 
they  not  satisfied  with  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  35  per  cent.? 

Mr.  CoON. — No.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber's leader  said  that  it  should  be  50  per 
cent. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber support  an  increase  of  the  duty  on 
machinery  from  25  per  cent,  to  35  per 
cent.? 

Mr.  ^Iathews. — I  hope  so. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  will  simply  be  a  case 
of  hope  deferred  making  the  heart  sck. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMs. — They  put  maduneiy 
for  hat  making  on  the  free  list. 

M*-.  WILKS.— If  the  Treasurer  will 
intimate  that  he  will  go  for  an  increased 
dutv  on  machinery,  my  opposition  to  this 
item  will  cease. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  know 
whether  an  increased  duty  has  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  gentle- 
man knows  very  well  that  it  has  not  been. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Why  did  the  hon- 
orable member  try  to  catch  me  with  a  catdi 
question  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— What  sort  of  a  catdi 
would  I  have  if  I  caught  the  honoraUe 
gentleman — a  very  slippery  eel.  If  I 
landed  him  in  a  basket,  he  woul^  be  out 
of  it  the  next  minute.  From  his  ^nte^ 
jection,  one  would  have  thought  that  be 
did  not  know  that  the  Senate  had  not  re- 
quested an  increased  duty.  When  I  pnr- 
sued  the  matter,  he  admitted  that  no  sudi 
request  had  been  made.  The  machinoy 
industry  is  more  extensive  in  New  Soulfe 
Wales  than  elsewhere,  but  this,  and  other 
industries  which  are  being  specially 
treated,  are  located  in  Victoria.  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  a  State  protectionist,  but 
merely  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  differen- 
tial treatment  is  being  applied  to  our  indus- 
tries. I  hope  that  the  Ccxnmittee  will  reject 
this  request  of  the  Saiate.  It  is  easy  to 
see  that  h<morabIe  mendifrrs  ,<kw  Rhe  other 
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fflde  are  colour-blind  to-day.  They  are 
I»<epared  to  vote  just  as  the  Treasurer  de^ 
sires.  All  I  can  do  is  to  place  on  record 
my  strong  objecticxi  to  the  increased  duty 
requested  by  the  Soiate  on  caps  and  sewn 
hats. 

Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 

[2.55].— There  is  a  section  of  hc«Kwable 
members  who  are  supposed  to  be  on  the 
moderate  side  of  the  fiscal  question,  and  it 
is  to  them  that  we  may  hope  to  appeal. 
Certainly,  it  is  of  no  use  to  appeal  to  the 
majority  of  my  honorable  friends  oppo- 
site ;  because  they  seem  disposed  to  vote 
for  any  duty  which  will  act  in  the  war 
of  prohibition.  That  is  their  goal,  pure 
and  simple,  and,  therefore,  they  are  only 
consistent.  But  I  vehture  to  hope  that 
th«e  is  a  number  6f  honcnable  members 
who,  not  being  prt^ibiticHiists,  will  vote 
with  us  against  the  impositiwi  of  this  mem- 
strous  duty' on  caps  and  sewn  hats.  Fr(xn 
whidiever  point  of  view  it  is  regarded,  it 
is  a  monstrous  duty.  It  is  cme  which 
particularly  affects  the  poorer  classes. 

Sir  William  "Lyne. — It  makes  their 
caps  cheaper. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Well,  if  it 
does,  so  much  the  better,  but  I  take  leave 
to  doubt  that  it  operates  in  that  direction. 
My  experience  is  that  some  of  these  duties 
are  making  things  very  much  dearer,  and 
that,  1  venture  to  say,  is  my  honorable 
friend's  experience  if  he  would  only  be 
candid. 

Sir  WiLLXAH  Lyme. — Protection  makes 
my  clothes  cheaper. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Perhaps  the 
honorable  gentleman  goes  to  a  cheap  place 
for  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Xo,  I  go  to  the 
dearest  place. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  know  that 
the  high  duties  do  not  make  my  clothes 
cheaper,  but  very  much  dearer. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Not  a  bit  of  it. 
The  h<MK)rable  member  must  buy  imported 
stuff. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— My  tailor  is 
candid  enough  to  say  so  too. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  is  a  free-trader, 
I  suppose.     He  makes  up  imported  cloth. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  should  think 
that  he  did,  but  I  happen  to  know  that  he 
makes  up  a  good  deal  of  colonial  cloth. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Which  the  hon- 
orable member  does  not  wear. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  shall  not  try 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  what  I 
wear,  because  that  is  playing  politics  low 


down.  I  try  to  get  my  clothes  as 
cheaply  as  possible,  consstent  with 
quality. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — ^The  honorable  ■ 
member  likes  sweating,  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— That  is  a  mon- 
strous statement  for  the  honorable  member 
to  make. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  clothes  are 
cheap,  the  workers  must  be  sweated. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— As  the  honor- 
able gentleman  wants  to  know  my  busi- 
ness, I  do  not  mind  telling  him  that  I  pay 
about  j£6  for  a  sac  suit. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  pay  j^T. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  that  is  sweat- 
ing, then  I  do  sweat  the  worker,  but  that 
is  quite  as  much  as  I  can  afford  to  give. 
With  regard  to  caps  and  sewn  hats,  we 
are  asked  to  agree  to  a  duty  of  7s.  per 
dozen,  as  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  which- 
em  rate  returns  the  higher  duty.  On 
the  ordinary  cap  whidi  a  workman  buys 
for  IS.,  that  means  a  duty  of  fr<xn  100 
to  120  per  cent,  at  the  very  least. 

Mr.  Chanter.— No,  it  does  not;  because 
he  buys  the  Australian -made  cap  at  a  lower 
price. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— My  point  is 
that  Australian  manufacturers  of  caps  do 
not  need  these  extravagant  duties.  When- 
ever I  can  buy  a  locally-made  article,  I 
do  so. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — We  all  do  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  have  no  an- ■ 
tipathy  to  Australian  manufactures,  and 
have  never  said  a  word  against  them.  On 
the  contrary,  I  have  made  it  the  rule  of  my 
life  to  encourage  thOTi  where  that  could 
be  done  legitimately,  and  the  honorable 
member  for  Riverina  has  heard  me  say  re- 
peatedly that  we  should  buy  Australian 
goods  when  we  can  get  them.  But  our 
makers  of  caps  do  not  need  the  protection 
of  duties  equivalent  to  from  100  to  150 
per  cent,  ad  valorem.  If  there  were  some- 
thing extraordinarily  difficult  or  specula- 
tive .  in  this  manufacture,  T  could  under- 
stand the  request  for  such  rates,  to  gi\e 
a  fair  insurance  to  the  capital  and  skill  re- 
quisite. But  the  manufacture  is  of  the 
simplest  description.  Almost  any  one  can 
make  a  cap.  The  Minister  is  piling  on 
duties  for  the  sheer  love  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— If  these  high 
rates  are  needed  for  the  protection  of  die 
makers  of  head  coverings,  why  are  not 
similar  rates  needed  for  the  protecticxi  of 
makers  of  clothiiy^ti.^^^^GoOglc 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Exactly.  Much  Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Does  the  honorable 
more  complicated  and  expensive  ma-  member  say  that  tweed  for  the  manufac- 
chinery,  and  greater  skill  are  needed  ture  of  caps  cannot  made  in  Australia? 
for  the  production  of  clothing  than  are  Mx.  CHANTER. — The  importations  of 
necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  caps  and  sewn  hats  and  caps  were  valued  in  1903  at 
hats,  and  yet,  while  rates  of  30  and  40  jC^i^TSt  in  1904  at  £11,69$,  '9^5  ^t 
per  cent,  are  considered  sufficient  in  the  one  ^£21,899,  and  in  1906  at  £29,5$^,  showing 
case,  in  the  other,  rates  from  100  to  150  a  continual  increase  in  ccnisequence  of  an 
per  cent,  are  asked  for.  No  one  would  inadequate  protection, 
object  to  a  protecti<xi  of  30  or  40  per  cent.  Mr.  Duoald  Thomson. — ^That  was  in 
for  the  hat  and  cap  manufactiirers.  Such  spite  of  a  duty  which  was  not  in  force  in 
duties  would  make  up  for  the  difference  New  Soudi  Wales  prior  to  Federaticxi. 
between  rates  of  wages  and  conditions  in  Mr.  CHANTER.— No  one  knows  better 
Australia  and  elsewhere.  There  is  no  than  does  the  honorable  member  that 
reason,  justice,  or  equity,  in  imposing  the  Federation  has  been  the  salvation  of  New 
rates  which  are  asked  for.  On  a  cap  for  South  Wales,  because  it  has  given  her  a 
which  a  wearer  pays  about  3s.,  the  rates  protective  Tariff,  under  which  she  has  pro- 
will  be  only  35  per  cent.,  but  the  ad  gressed  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
valorem  percentage  increases  as  the  value  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — I  do  not  know 
of  the  cap  decreases,  so  that  the  lowest  that.  New  South  Wales  did  not  need  sal- 
priced  cap,  which,  of  course,  is  purchased  vation.  Prior  to  Federation,  and  under 
by  the  poorest,  will  have  to  bear  a  duty  f  tee-trade,  she  was  fwog^essing  more  rapidly 
of  from  100  to  150  per  cent.     That  is  a  than  any  other  State. 

monstrous  inequality,  and  the  irony  of  the  Mr.  CHANTER.— No  State  haS  made 
situation  is  that  these  high  rates  are  not  greater  progress  than  IJew  South  Wales 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  indus-  under  the  protective  Tariff  of  the  "Corn- 
try.      I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  monwealth. 


the  Minister  persists  m  them.     They  are      Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— Let  the  honorable 
a  disgrace  and  blot  upon  the  schedule,  even  member  tell  the  people  of  Sydney  that, 
from  a  protectionist  point  of  view,  and  I  CHANTER.— I  have  done  so.  The 


tweed  because  they  find  it  cheaper,   ^ent  here,  but  we  cannot   control  th(^ 


Mr.  Sinclair. — Does  the  honorable  mem-  which  obtain  upon  the  Continent. 

Iter  say  that  duties  do  not  increase  the  cost  Mr.  Kelly.— We  can  control  the  condi- 

oi  articles?  tions  of  employment  in  Melbourne,  but  not 

Mr.  CHANTER. —If  a  duty  is  placed  those  which  prevail  at  Braybrook.  There- 
on an  article  which  is  not  being  made  in  fore,  go  to  Bravbrook. 

Australia,  the  price  is.  for  a  time,  increased  Mr.  CHANTER. — There  is  no"  need  for 

thereby,  but  the  effect  of  the  duty  is  to  me  to  say  any  more  to  show  that,  if  the  in- 

hring  about  local  manufacture,  which  ulti-  dustry  be  properly  encouraged,  it  will  cap- 


nuttely  reduces  the  price. 
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Mr.    KELLY    (Wentworlh)    Ls-'^l- —  assured  that  it  is  possible  for  the 

During  tl^e  course  of  this  debate  we  have  workers  to  obtain  some  benefit  from  them, 

heard  a  good  deal  of  the  benefit  which  the  Mr.  Batchelor.— If  we  cut  down  all 

imposition  of  the  proposed  duty  will  confer  the  high  duties,  it  will  be  impossible  to 

upon  the  workers  in  the  hat  industry.    We  give  effect  to  the  new  protection, 

know  perfectly  well  what  it  will  accomplish  Mr.  KELLY. — If  Ave  cut  them  down  to 

for  the  manufacturers*  and  if  I  thought  a  normal  level,  and  it  is  subsequently  found 

that  they  were  entitled  to  the  advantages  possible  to  give  effect  to  the  new  protection, 

which  it  will  give  them,  I  should  not  offer  there  may  then  be  some  leasm  to  a&k  for 

any  strenuous  oppositi<m  to  it.    But,  in  the  imposition  of  higher  duties.     But  if 

my  opinion,  the  protection  which  is  already  hcoiorable  members  opposite  merely  wish  to 

affor-ded  them  is  exorbitant.    However,  I  assist  Messrs.  McKay  and  Company,  and 

chiefly  rose  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  a  others,  who  establish  their  factories  outside 

little  more  information  from  those  hc«ior-  the  jurisdicticm  of  the  Wages  Boards,  let 

able  members  who  appear  to  be  absolutely  them  be  honest  enough  to  say  so. 

certain  that  the  workers  will  obtain  their  Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [3.16].— 

share  from  these  burdens  being   placed  I  am  not  able  to  support  the  request  made 

upon  the  taxpayers  of  the  countr>'.  by  the  Senate  in  regard  to  caps.  This 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  is  no  burden.  Committee  has  already   imposed  an  ad 

Mr.  KELLY. — Tlie  Treasurer  may  not  valorem  rate  upon  them,  and  I  fail  to  see 

regard  a  duty  of  more  than  50  per  cent,  why  its  decisioi  should  be  departed  fron. 

upon  caps  as  a  burden,  but  the  poor  per-  of  course,  it  may  be  said  that  in  the  last 

sons  who  have  to  purchase  them  will  cer-  two  divisions — in  whidi  I  voted  with  the 

tainly  find  it  so.    The  honorable  mem-  Government— I  supported  somewhat  ami- 

ber   for   Riverina   stated   that   we   can  jgr  proposals.     That.  I  submit,  is  not  so, 

control    the    conditions   of    employment  inasmuch  as  the  fixed  duties  of  i6s.  per 

and  the  fixing  of  wages  in  this  country,  jozen  and  25s.  per  dozen  in  those  cases 

but  does  he  not  know  that  some  time  ago  were  the  rates  sanctioned  by  this  House. 

one  of  the  largest  manufacturers  of  agncul-  Joseph  Cook.— But  when  they  were 

tural  implements  m  Victoria  removed  his  imposed  the  right  honorable  member  voted 

works  frMn  one  locality,  where  his  opera-  against  them. 

tions  would  have  been  subject  to  the  control  sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  is  not,  in  my 

of  a  Wages  Board,  to  another   locality  opinion,  within  our  powers  to  deal  with  the 

where  they  would  be  free  from  such  control  ?  rate  of  i6s.  per  dozen  already  apeed  to 

Mr.  Chanter.— What  has  that  to  do  with  bv  this  House  and  not  objected  to  by  the 

the  question?   There  was  no  new  protec-  Senate. 

tion  law  in  existence  then.  Mr."  Dugald  Thomson.— The.  35  per 

Mr.  KELLY.' — I  am  aware  that  there  is  cent,  rate  is  a  new  duty, 

a  new  prc*ection  law  in  existence  now,  but  I  Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— It  seems  to  me 

also  know  that  its  validity  has  been  chal-  that  that  duty  is  nothing  compared  with  the 

lenged.  specific  duty  of  i6s.  per  dozen,  which  is 

Mr.    Batchelor. — Will  the  honorable  equivalent  to  about  100  per  cent, 

rnember  assist  us  to  bring  the  new  protec-  Ut.  Sampson.— It  only  represents  that 

tion  into  operation?  [lercentage  upon  the  low-grade  hats,  which 

Mr.    KELLY.— I   am   now   anxiously  can  be  manufactured  locally, 

awaiting  the  judgment  of  the  High  Court  Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  am  altogether 

in  regard  to  the  validity  of  the  Excise  Tariff  opposed  to  35  per  cent,  duties,  but  as  this 

(Agricultural  Machinery)  Act.  House  has  already  agreed  to  35  per  cent. 

^Ir.  Batchelor. — Will  the  honorable  and  30  per  cent,  in  respect  of  this  para- 
member  assist  us  to  give  effect  to  the  new  graph,  it  has  not  now  the  power  to  reverse 
protecticwi?  its  decision.    I  cannot  support  the  alterna- 

Mr.  KELLY.— If  the  honorable  member  tive  request  of  the  Senate  to  make  the  duty 

will  vote  with  me  to  secure  lower  duties  7^*  P^^  dozen. 

upon  all  these  items  in  the- Tariff,  and  it  Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3-i9l-— 
is  afterwards  found  that  it  is  possible  to  I  do  not  like  fixed  duties  to  be  imposed  upon 
give  effect  to  the  new  protection,  I  shall  be  these  articles.  I  should  prefer  ad  valorem 
prepared  to  do  all  I  can  to  meet  rates  to  be  levied.  Upon  this  class  of  goods 
him  in  that  direction.  In  the  meantime.  I  specific  duties  are  equivalent  to  very  high 
appeal  to  the  Cwnmittee  to  defer  the  im-  ad  valorem  rates,  and  we  know  that  com- 
position of  these  high  duties  until  we  have  petition  is  most  severe  in  f^Pf^tathf  lower 
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priced  articles.  I  feel  impelled  to  vote  for 
the  Government  proposal,  because'  a  duty  of 
35  per  cent,  has  already  been  imposed  upon 
the  raw  materials  from  which  caps  are 
made. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS,  —  Why  do  not  the 
manufacturers  use  Australian  wool? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  same  ques- 
tion might  be  raised  as  the  objection  to  all 
these  duties?  Why  not  wear  Australian- 
made  caps?  I  repeat  that  we  have  to  re- 
collect that  35  per  cent,  has  been  imposed 
(Ml  the  materials  of  which  these  caps  are 
made.  Consequently  the  proposal  to  levy 
a  similar  rate  upon  the  completed  article 
would  afford  it  no  protection  whatever. 
I  prefer  an  ad  valorem  duty  to  a  fixed  duty, 
in  order  Uiat  the  higher  priced  goods  may 
pay  more  to  the  revenue.  So  far  as  the 
amount  of  duty  is  concerned,  35  per  cent, 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  give  any  margin  for 
the  local  manufacturers,  bearing  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  material  from  which  the  goods 
are  made  pays  about  the  same  rate  of  duty. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Apparel  and 
attire  are  taxed  at  40  and  35  per  cent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR. — I  see  no  reason 
why  hats,  caps,  and  bonnets  should  not 
pa>  45  per  cent.  Then  there  would  be  a 
margin  for  the  local  manufaclm-ers.  Hon- 
orable members  cannot  maintain  that  the 
freight  on  made-up  goods  of  this  character 
is  higher  than  the  freight  on  the  piece 
goods  out  of  which  they  are  made. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAKS.— -Will  the  honorable 
member  vote  for  a  duty  of  35  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR— I  am  afraid  that 
we  cannot  get  that.  If  there  is  a  proposal 
to  make  the  duty  45  per  cent.  I  shall  sup- 
port it.  If  such  a  proposal  is  made  and 
lost  I  shall  vote  for  the  fixed  duty,  because 
I  am  not  going  to  place  the  manufacturers 
at  a  disadvantage.  We  must  consider  the 
fact  that  under  the  35  per  cent,  duty  there 
was  a  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
hats  imported.  The  imports  increased  from 
a  few  thousands  of  rxtunds'  worth  to  over 
;^30,ooo  worth  in  two  or  three  years. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3.22].— I  think 
that  one  may  be  excused  for  again  drawing 
attention  to  the  fact  that  we  are  yielding  too 
much  to  the  requests  of  the  Senate.  We  are 
approaching  some  verv  important  items,  and 
we  must  remember  that  under  the  Consti- 
tution the  Senate  has  not  the  power  to 
initiate  Bills  dealing  with  taxation.  But 
substantially  the  Senate  is  doing  that  very 
■  thing  if  the  Minister  comes  down  and  ac- 
cepts a  great  number  of  suggestions  for  in- 


creasing duties,  and,  with  the  aid  of  .a 
majority  which  has  changed  opinions,  places 
them  on  the  statute-book.  If  hcmoraWe 
manbers  will  refresh  their  memories  ,by 
looking  up  section  53  of  the  Constitution, 
they  will  find  that  it  sustains  my  view. 

Mr.  Mauger.— We  have  thrashed  this 
matter  out. 

Mr.  GLYNN.  —  I  think  the  honorable 
gentleman  needs  reminding  of  it.  The 
very  first  words  of  that  section  are — 

Proposed  laws  appiopriatiog  revenue  or 
moneys,  or  imp<wing  taxatioa,  shall  not  ort^ate 
in  the  Senate. 

All  that  we  have  to  do,  however,  is  to  push 
a  little  further  the  principle  of  sug- 
gestions, making  it  applicable  to  almost 
every  one  of  the  items  in  this  Tariff,  and  we 
shall  have  the  Senate  acting  as  the  control- 
ling spirit  in  matters  of  taxation.  The  real 
privilege  of  the  Senate  lies  in  its  power  of 
negativing  Bills  in  detail.  That  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  power  possessed  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  The  whole  Budget — the 
whole  scheme  of  taxation  for  the  year — is 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  one  Bill. 
We  cannot  do  that  under  our  Cwistitution. 
The  great  protection  to  the  Senate  against 
any  domineering  by  this  House  is  that  we 
must  send  up  a  Bill  dealing  only  with  one 
matter  of  taxation  at  a  time.  _  But  it  w'as 
never  intended  that  the  Senate  should  be 
enabled,  with  the  aid  of  a  Minister,  to 
usurp  the  constitutional  functlcms  of  this 
House  in  the  matter  of  originating  taxation. 
Again  I  remind  honorable  members  of  this 
fact.  Suppose  that  a  dissolution  takes  place 
<m  this  question  of  the  Tariff.  If  we 
go  to  our  constituents  on  what  are 
we  to  rely?  If  the  Senate  say,  "  We  re- 
ject your  Bill  in  toto,  and  send  you  to  your 
constituencies  for  a  fresh  mandate,"  are 
we  to  go  to  our  constituents  on  the  ques- 
tion that  was  before  this  House  before  this 
Bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  or  on  the  Bill 
after  it  came  back  from  the  Senate?  A 
pretty  muddle  we  should  be  in  if,  hav- 
ing given  our  deliberate  opinion  upon 
a  Bill  sent  to  the  Senate,  we  after- 
wards reversed  that  opinion,  and  went  to 
our  constituents,  not  for  conecticMi  of  our 
opinions  as  originally  declared  by  our  votes, 
but  for  the  correction  of  the  new  opinions 
which  we  have  adopted  frwn  thie  Senate. 
The  thing  is  ridiculous  frcan  a  ccHistitutionat 
stand-point ;  and  I  call  attention  to  it 
again,  acknowledging  that,  while  we  are 
I>ound  lo  consider  suggestions  from  the 
Senate,   we  are  not  bound  to  loonsider 
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suggestions  of  a  character  which  practically 
amount  to  the  initiation  of  taxation  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [3.27].— I  have 
heard  so  much  about  the  powers  of  the 
Senate  that  I  wish  to*  say  a  few  words  on 
that  aspect  of  the  questicHi.  The  Senate, 
as  stated  by  the  hcHiorable  and  learned 
member  for  Angas,  has  made  cvtain  sug- 
gestions. The  honorable  member  has  com- 
plained that  the  Minister  is  asking  us  to 
adopt  too  many  of  those  suggestitxis.  But 
I  would  remind  him  that  nothing  can  be 
done  by  the  Minister  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  is  opposed  to  the  Senate's  reqiJests. 
It  is  the  right  of  every  citizen  of  the  Com- 
mKMiwealth  to  approach  this  House,  and  ask 
for  an  increase  or  decrease  of  taxation.  We 
ha\*e  during  our  Tariif  debates  received  re- 
quests in  the  form  d£  petitions  from  manu- 
facturers, merchants,  and  importers  foe  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  duties.  Sureljr  the 
Senate  ought  to  be  able  to  make  requests  to 
this  House  as  freely  as  out«de  indiWduals 
can  do?  Therefore,  I  think  that  these  re- 
flections on  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
make  requests  are  altogether  uncalled  for. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  (Franklin)  [3.28]. 
— The  suggestion  that  has  been  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Boothby  is  one 
that  the  CcMnmittee  might  very  well  con- 
sider. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  are 
here  increasing  taxation  according  as  the 
value  of  the  goods  decreases.  That  is  to 
say,  we  are  imposing  a  far  heavier  tax  upon 
articles  worn  by  the  poorer  classes  than  on 
similar  articles  worn  by  those  who  have 
more  money  to  spend.  I  intend  to  propose 
that  the  duties  be  45  and  40  per  cent.  The 
Senate  has  accepted  those  rates  of  duty  on 
other  articles  of  apparei. 

Mr.  Batchelob. — I  cannot  vote  for  the 
hcmorabie  member's  proposition  if  it  is  put 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— Surely  that  is  the 
suggestiwi  which  the  honwable  member 
made. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  consider  the  form 
in  which  the  honorable  member  is  making 
it. 

McWIIXTAMS.— What  we  have  to 
consider  is  not  so  much  the  form  in  which 
the  proposal  is  put  as  the  rate  of  duty 
that  should  be  levied. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hcmorabie  mem- 
ber cannot  move  an  increase. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— We  could  bring 
this  item  under  the  heading  of  apparel,  and 
so  secure  in  respect  of  it  the  duty  I  ha\e 
mentioned.      In  order  to  give  the  Com- 


n«ttee  an  opportunity  to  vote  that  the  duty 
on  caps  and  sewn  hats  shall  be  the  same  as 
that  on  slop-made  clothing  and  other  goods 
coming  under  the  it«n  of  "apparel,"  I 
move — 

That  the  requested  ameodment  be  modified  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  7s.  jki  dozen  or." 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.31]. — I 
should  like  to  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  competent  for  the  honorable 
member  for  P'ranklin,  in  the  event  of  his 
proposal  being  carried,  to  move  the  omis- 
sion of  the  words  "  35  per  cent.,"  with  the 
object  of  insertmg  the  wwds  ' '  40  per 
cent." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  I  think  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  deal  with  that  point  until  it 

arises. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  would  urge  the  hon- 
orable member  to  consider  what  will  be  our 
position  if  the  amendment  which  he  has  just 
moved  is  carried. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — If  it  is  carried,  the 
Treasurer  will  take  such  a  vote  as  an  in- 
struction to  him  to  propose  that  the  duty 
suggested  by  another  place  be  increased. 

Mr.  SALMON.— We  should  then  have 
to  cpnsider  what  power  we  have  to  deal  with 
a  matter  which  has  been  accepted  by  an- 
other place.- 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  have  had  a 
ruling  on  that  point- 
Mr.  SALMON.  —  No;  the  ruling  to 
which  the  honorable  member  refers  related 
to  a  case  in  which  an  alternative:  proposal 
was  mdde.  Here  we  have  no  alternative ; 
we  simply  have  a  proposition  that  the  dut\ 
shall  be  increased  from  35  per  cent,  to  40 
per  cent.  I  think  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Fmnklin  will  find  himself  in  a 
dilemma  if  he  presses  his  proposal.  Speak- 
ing to  the  general  question,  I  would  say 
that  I  have  had  some  experience  of  that  part 
of  the  great  city  of  I-ondon  where  hats 
and  caps  are  manufactured.  Any  one  who 
has  seen  the  conditions  under  which  work 
is  carried  on  there,  would  hesitate  to  urge 
that  they  should  be  repeated  here. 

Mr.  Mc.WiLLiAMS. — Would  not  that  re- 
mark apply  also  to  the  slop-made  clothing 
trade  ? 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  conditions  of  the 
slop-made  clothing  trade  are  bad,  but  those 
of  the  cap-making  industry  are  infinitely 
worse.  The  industry  is  at  the  very  lowest 
depth  of  manufacturinjr  degradation  in  that 
dreadful  portion  of  the  citv  of  London 
known  as  the  Ea^Jn^^^Googl^ 
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Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — I  do  not  think  that 
tht  industry  there  is  much  worse  than  is  the 
slop-made  clothing  trade  there. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  think  that  it  is ;  there 
are  influences  operating  to  keep  the  ready- 
made  clothing  trade  in  a  better  position.'  In 
the  first  place,  the  price  of  the  material  used 
in  the  ready-made  clothingtrade  is  somewhat 
higher  than  that  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  caps,  and  consequently  the  sweaters  in 
the  clothing  trade  in  the  East  End  of  Lon- 
don require  some  guarantee  that  those  to 
whom  they  issue  such  material  to  be  macle 
up  will  return  it.  Then  again  there  is 
greater  supervision  over  the  clothing  trade 
than  there  is  over  the  cap-making  industry. 
I  know  that  caps  are  made  there  under  the 
most  degrading  conditi(Xis.  I  would  there- 
fore ask  the  Committee  to  agree  with  tlie 
request  made  by  another  place,  with  a  view 
of  excluding — and  I  frankly  admit  that  1 
should  like  to  see  them  excluded — these 
goods,  which,  both  in  the  matter  of  manu- 
facture and  quality,  are  not  such  as  to 
commend  them  to  our  better  judgment. 
Some  honorable  members  appear  to  think 
that  because  an  article  is  offered  at  a  low 
price  it  is  necessarily  cheap.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  cheapest  articles  often  prove 
in  the  long  run  to  be  the  dearest. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Why  not  exclude  the 
rich  man's  hat  in  the  same  way? 

Mr.  SALMON. — If  we  imrease  the  duty 
upcHi  such  hats  by  5  per  cent,  we  shall  do 
something  in  that  directicm. 

Mr.  McVViLLiAMS. — I  thought  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Boothby  and  others 
opposite  had  been  arguing  all  day  that  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  does  not  increase  the 
price  of  the  goods  to  which  it  is  applied. 

Jfr.  SALMON. — 1  have  heard  no  such 
statement  to-day, 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  think  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  said  that  if  people 
did  not  like  to  pay  the  price  charged  for 
imported  hats  they  could  buy  those  locally 
produced.  I  took  that  to  mean  that  the 
duty  would  not  affect  the  price  of  the 
lociillv-made  article. 

Mr;  SALMON.— The  local  article  is  very 
much  cheaper.  The  best  silk  hat  made  in 
Australia  can  be  purchased  for  25s. ;  but 
one  cannot  obtain  a  good  "  Lincoln  and 
Bennett  "  for  less  than  30s.  As  the  Com- 
mittee has  agreed  to  increase  the  duty  on 
hats,  it  must,  in  order  to  be  consistent,  con- 
sent to  an  increased  duty  on  caps.  We 
should  go  even  further,  and  make  the  dutv 
higher.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  alwut 
the  increased  cost  which  this  duty  oi  7s 


per  dozen  will  involve.  Do  honorable 
members  know  that  imported  caps  are  in- 
voiced at  45.  and  5s.  per  dozers? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Are  not  some 
of  the  locally-made  caps  invcriced  at  very 
low  prices?  * 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  hope  so;  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  they  would  be  of  much  better 
quality  than  the  imported  caps  offering  at 
a  low  price. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — The  local  cap  manu- 
facturers import  their  material. 

Mr.  SALMON. — They  do  so  because  it 
consists,  not  of  wool,  but  of  shoddv — a 
by-product — which  can  be  purchased  at  a 
\ery  low  price.  Then,  again,  many  rem- 
nants are  used  in  the  cap-making  industry 

Mr.  McWiLUAMs. — The  h<HiOTable  mem- 
ber wishes  to  encourage  those  who  use  that 
shoddy  by  imposing  a  duty  of  150  per  cent. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  local  manufacturer 
has  to  deal  with  'things  as  he  finds  them. 
There  is  a  danand  fot  a  certain  class  of 
goods,  and  he  has  and  will  have  to  suppiv 
that  demand  until  under  this  new  Tariff 
the  people  are  taught  to  realize  that  if  they 
wish  to  enjoy  the  true  benefit  of  cheapness 
they  must  buy  articles  of  good  quality.  It 
is  not  always  true  economy  to  purdiase  an 
article  at  a  low  price. 

Mt.  Atkinson. — Some  men  have  only 
sixpence  in  their  pockets. 

Mr.  SALMON.— They  are  catered  for 
by  the  local  manufacturer,  who  uses  the 
imported  shoddy  tweeds  I  have  referred 
to,  and  they  will  not  suffer  if  we  agree  to 
the  duties  proposed. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Let  us  get  to  a 
vote. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  mem- 
l>er  is  nor  more  anxious  to  go  to  a  vote  than 
I  am.  In  this  connexion  I  may  tell  him 
something  that  happened  under  my  own 
eyes  recently.  A  Minister  was  tempwarily 
absent  from  the  chamber,  and  the  Goxern- 
ment  whip,  ot,  as  I  suppose  I  should  call 
him.  the  Secretarj;  to  the  Cabinet,  arranged 
so  that  the  Opposition  whip  k^t  the  debate 
going  until  the  Minister  came  back. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Will  the  honcn-able  mem- 
ber be  g(K>d  enough  to  say  that  again? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  cannot  be  blamed  in 
the  circumstances  for  saying  a  word  or  two 
on  the  question.  We  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  fact  that  these  articles  are  made 
elsewhere,  under  conditions  which  we  have 
no  desire  to  see  obtaining  in  Australia. 
Thev  are  landed  at  a  very  low  cost,  and 
the  im]iosi;ion  of  these  duties  would  not 
increasi;  (he  cost  to  the  ^nsumeri 
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Mr.  Kelly.— I  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  hnxx'able  member 
for  Laanecobrie  said  he  had  seen  the  Go- 
vernment whip  and  the  Opposition  whip 
making  an  arrangement  to  keep  the  de- 
bate going  until  a  Minister,  wlu)  was  ab- 
sent, returned  to  the  chamber.  The  Go- 
vernment whip  is  present,  and  I  now  call 
upon  him  to  say  whether  the  statement 
made  bv  the  honorable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie  is  not  absolutely  devoid  of  foimda- 

tiCHl? 

Mr.  Salmon. — As  a  personal  explana- 
tion, I  may  say  that  the  Government  whip 
might  easily  deny  the  statemmt  made  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth.  I 
did  not  say  tbati  I  had  seen  him  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  Opposition  whip. 
What  I  said  was  that  I  knew  that  the  Go- 
vernment whip  desired  that  the  debate 
should  be  kept  going. 
-  Mr.  Kelly. — The  honorable  member 
said  nothing  like  that. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  saw  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  j  ump  into  the 
breach,  and  make  one  of  his  always  in- 
teresting speeches,  and  frcwn  that  I  drew 
the  inference  that  a  friendly  arrangement 
had  been  made  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  keep  the  debate  going. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Ferhiq)s  I  had  bet- 
ter say  that  I  made  no  arrangement  with 
the  Opposition  whip.  The  arrangement  I 
made  was  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie  to  keep  the  debate  going  for 
three  minutes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  how- 
ever, it  was  not  necessary  that  the  honor- 
able member  should  do  so,  because  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Wentworth  jumped  into 
the  breach  and  kept  the  debate  going. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [3.47j.~I  hope 
the  Committee  will  agree  to  make  the  re- 
quested amendment.  We  have  already  ac- 
cepted amendments  requested  by  the  Senate 
in  connexion  with  duties  on  hats,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  we  are  now  dealing  with 
a  branch  of  the  industry  which  is  just  as 
important.  Last  year  caps  were  imported 
to  the  value  of  about  ^^29,000.  Some  of 
these  caps  were  made  by  persons  who  re- 
ceived wages  of  CHiIy  5s.  per  week. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Where? 

Mr.  COON.— In  Great  Britain.  The 
workers  ir,  the  industry  have  also  to  work 
for  from  ten  to  twelve  hours  per  day. 
These  caps  are  sent  out  here  invoiced  at  3s. 
per  dozen.  I  ask  honoinMe  members  oppo- 
site, and  especially  the  honorable  member 
for  Parramatta,  who  only  a  few  months  ago 
stated  that  the  manufacturers  of  hats  in  the 
Old  Country  did  not  sweat  their  employes, 
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but  provided  good  wages  and  conditions,  to 
say  whether  the  same  can  be  said  for  the 
manufacturers  of  caps.  Are  they  not  aware 
that  in  Great  Britain  to-day  persons  em- 
ployed in  this  industry  have  to  work  from  ten 
to  twelve  hours  per  day  for  3s.  per  week  ? 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  this  a  sweated  industry 
all  over  the  world? 

Ml.  COON. — It  is  not  a  sweated  in- 
dustry in  Victoria. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Then  we  do  not  require  a 
higher  duty. 

Mr.  COON. — Does  the  honorable  man- 
ber  say  that  we  require  a  higher  duty  to 
prevent  sweating? 

Mr.  Kelly. — Is  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer? 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  to  increase  the  oppor- 
tunities for  employment  afforded  to  people 
here.  When  it  is  remembered  that  people 
engaged  in  this  industry  in  Australia  re- 
ceive jC^  per  week  for  work  which  is  paid 
for  in  the  Old  Country  at  3s.  per  week,  it 
will  be  admitted  that  tiiey  require  some  pro- 
tection. I  ask  any  honorable  member  who 
desires  to  put  down  sweating,  and  amongst 
others  the  honorable  member  far  Parra- 
matta, not  to  allow  the  sweated  goods  of 
other  countries  to  be  imported. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  is  it  that 
apparel  made  in  Great  Britain  tmder  simi- 
lar conditions  is  not  made  dutiable  to  the 
same  extent? 

Mr.  COON. — I  should  altogether  pro- 
hibit the  importaticKi  of  hats  and  caps  and 
other  apparel  made  imder  such  conditions. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  right ;  build 
a  Chinese  wall  around  Australia. 

Mr.  COON.— The  people  of  New  South 
Wales  desire  that  such  a  wall  should  be 
built.  The  Tariff  has  had  such  an  efFec^ 
on  the  prosperity  of  New  South  Wales  that 
on  Monday  last  the  Sydney  trams  carried 
580,000  people,  or  more  than  ever  carried 
in  a  single  day  previously.  New  South 
Wales  is  prospering,  and  the  people  of  that 
State  are  asking  for  more  protecticai. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Does  the  honorable  member 
say  that  the  good  seasons  in  New  South 
Wales  are  due  to  a  bounty  on  rain? 

Mr.  COON. — I  say  that  the  increased 
prosperity  of  New  South  Wales  is  due,  to 
a  very  large  extent,  to  the  present  protec- 
tive policy.  The  people  of  that  State,  as 
I  say,  are  asking  for  more  protection,  and, 
if  thie  New  South  Wales  representatives  will 
not  vote  to  give  that  protection,  we  Vic- 
torian representatives  will  do  so. 
Prepress  repwted. 

House  adjoQA^fr  Wi^'^ 
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iQouse  of  Ixrprcsrntatibrs. 

Tuesday,  28  April,  1908. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 
uid  read  prayers. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  DEAKIN  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

Advertising  the  Rewurces  of  AutralU-^ 
Correspondence  with  the  Statei,  a4tli  DecembeTi 
1907,  to  24tb  March,  1908. 

Immigration  and  Advertising  Anstralia — Corre- 
spondence with  State  Premiers,  5th  Februar^r  to 
loth  April,  1908. 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Further  correqKUkdoice  xetpecting  Papuan 
*     land  officials. 

Papua — ^Timber  Ordinance. 
Excise    Procedure  Act— Provisional  R^:ula- 
tions— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  45. 

Military  Forces— Military  Order  No.  68,  of 
a4th    March,  190S— Australian  Army  Medical 
Corps  Reserve. 
Defence  Acts — 
Military  Forces— Regulation    56A  (Substi- 
tuted —  Provisiottal)  —  Statutory  Rules 
1908,  No.  44.  „     ,  . 

Military  Cadet  Corps — Regulation  a  of 
Section  I.  Amended  (Provisional) — Sta- 
tutory Rules  1908,  No.  49. 
Naval  Forces — Financial  and  Allowance 
Regulations— No.  4QA  Amended  (Pro- 
visional)— Statutory  Rules  1908,  No.  43. 

PAPUA. 
"Massacres  "  of  Natives— Land 
Settlement. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  wish  to  know  if 
the  Prime  Minister  has  read  the  paragraph 
in  this  morning's  A^e,  headed  "  Papuan 
Natives'  Outbreak,"  wherein  it  is  stated 
that  the  outbreak  is  "  regarded  as  an  un- 
pleasant sign  of  the  times."  There  is 
also  published  a  letter  from  a  resident  of 
Port  Moresby,  the  writer  of  which  says — 

In  the  vicinity  of  Cloudy  Bay,  a  district  that 
has  been  settled  for  seventeen  years,  and  the 
natives  informed  that  the  Government  would 
protect  them  if  they  gave  up  their  arms,  no 
fewer  than  forty  natives  have,  during  the  last 
twelve  months,  been  maasacred  iii  cold  blood 
in  twos  and  threes.  These  massacres  have  oc- 
curreri  upon  the  track  between  Port  Morcsbv  and 
Kokoda,  and  others  a^ain  nt  Kcrema,  not  five 
miles  from  the  residency.  I  am  also  informed 
that  the  natives  at  Cape  Nelson  are  absolutely 
out  of  hand,  and  massacres  may  occur  at  any 
time. 

Can  the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman 
sav  whether  there  is  serious  unrest  amongst 
native  tribes,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  has 
been  caused,  as  alleged,  by  the  present 


ccxidition  of  dissensicxi  and  unrest  in  the 

Government  service  of  Papua? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— On  the  21st  March, 
the  Papuan  Government  was  asked  to 
supply  information  with  r^pect  to  the 
rumoured  murders  of  natives  at  different 
times  during  the  last  six  months  at  Cloudy 
Bay,  on  the  south  coast  of  Papua,  of 
murders  of  natives  on  the  Gulf  of  Paptia, 
and  on  the  track  from  Port  Moresby  to 
Kokoda.  A  telegram  was  re(%i%'ed  on 
the  24th  inst.  as  follows — 

'  Reply  despatch  eight  two  five  eight  three, 
March  twen^-tbird. —  No  knowledge  massacres 
referred  to.  Patrol  under  Strong  and  Bell 
left  Samarai  March  twenty-third,  inqmrs 
alleged  native  murders  west  of  Ea^erb  Diri^ 
sion.  Strong  returned  April  eleventh ;  four 
prisoners.  Bell  and  patrol  still  in  field.  Re«  - 
port  yesterday  received  from  Resident  Magis- 
trate, Gulf ;  Buchanan  and  Charpentier  were  at- 
tacked Kaipani  River,  Port  RomilVf,  ICarch 
twenty-fifth,  twenty-sixth;  both  escaped  nnhmt, 
otherwise  all  qiiiet.  I  leave  for  Gulf  Monday 
twentieth. 

The  word  "  massacre "  has  been  impro- 
perly used.  Murders  of  natives  by  na- 
tives are  continually  taking  place  all  over 
Papua,  and  occasionally  even  in  the  most 
settled  districts.  They  are  due  to  the 
causes  to  which  I  alluded  when  the  sub- 
ject- was  being  debated  in  connexion  with 
the  Estimates,  such  as  charges  or  counter- 
charges of  witchcraft,  or  other  conflicts  of 
native  rights  or  beliefs.  The  Government 
has  no  information  as  to  any  iociease  in 
the  average  numb^  of  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence. .The  complaints,  so  far  as  one  is 
able  to  trace  them,  appear,  as  a  rule,  to 
have  emanated  from  three  or  four  persons 
no  longer  in  the  Government  service. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS.— I  should  like  to 
know — 

1.  If  the  land  settled  on  by  Messrs.  Buchaaaa 
and  Charpentier  had  been  leased  by  the  settlers 
from  the  Government?  or* 

2.  If  the  land   in   question   belongs  to  the 

natives  ? 

3.  If  the  Prime  Minister  will  postpooe  the 
operations  of  the  punitive  party  now  organised 
until  the  ownership  of  the  land  has  been  ascer- 
tained ? 

If  the  Prime  Minister  cannot  answer  the 
questions  now,  I  shall  put  them  oa  the 
notice-paper  for  to-motrow. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  hope  to  giw!  the  hon- 
orable member  further  infarm:Uion  to- 
morrow, but  may  say  now  that  the  'two 
settlers  mentioned  seem  to  have  pressed 
c»i  into  country  not  yet  even  under  general 
supervision,  and  consequently  can  only  be 
surveying  land  with  a  view  to  settlement. 
Technically,  "  n^wa  bMnA5fOgl©n  the 
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settled  districts  is  taken  to  mean  the  lands 
whidi  the  natives  have  used,  or  aie  in  the 
way  of  using;  the  areas  between  the  lands 
of  one  village  and  those  of  its  neighbour 
have  always  been  ccHisidered  open.  Judge 
Murray  has  set  out  to  inquire  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Prime  Minister  says 
that  statements  such  as  that  read  by  the 
honrarable  member  for  Nepean  have  usually 
emanated  from  three  or  four  persons  no 
longer  in  the  Government  service. 

Mr.  Deakin. — That  has  been  evident  in 
several  cases* 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  would  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether,  in  saying  that  about  the 
statements  as  to  the  dissension  existing  in 
the  Papuan  service,  he  had  in  his  mind  the 
very  important  remarks  on  the  subject  made 
by  the  Bishop  of  New  Guinea,  who,  of 
course,  never  was  in  the  Government  ser- 
vice? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  dissension  alluded 
to  by  the  Bishop  of  New  Guinea  arose  in 
connexion  with  the  land  case  in  regard  to 
which  I  have  laid  the  papers  on  the  table. 
That  dissension  has  terminated.  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  other. 

VISIT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FLEET. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Will  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter say  what  stops,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  provide  a  fitting  re- 
ception of  the  American  Fleet  on  the  occa- 
sion of  its  pr<^>06ed  visit  to  Australia? 
Has  anything  been  done  to  secure  the  co- 
operaticm  of  the  Governments  of  the 
States  and  of  the  municipal  autbwities  of 
the  cities  to  be  vinted? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  Premoer  of  New 
South  Wales  and  myself  discussed  the 
matter  itds  morning.  So  far.  as  I  am  aware, 
the  only  ports  to  be  visited  are  those  of 
Melbourne  and  Sydney. 

Mr.  .Batchelor.  —  Has  the  honorable 
and  learned  gentleman  been  informed  to 
that  effect  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  They  were  the  only 
ports  menticxied  in  the  first  communication. 
I,  made  inquiry  as  to  whether  other  ports 
will  be  visited. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  I  think  that  the' 
fleet  is  to  call  at  King  George's  Sound. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  The  Premier  of  New 
South  Wales  agreed  with  roe  that,  until  we 
knew  the  precise  date  of  arrival,  the  ports 
to  be  visited,  and  the  duration  of  stav  in 
each,  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  to 
frame  a  definite  programme.  A  number  of 
commnnications  have  been  received  from 
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clubs,  private  tpersons,  and  others,  makii^ 
offers  of  assistance  and  saggesticxis  fox  the 
proper  welcoming  of  the  fleet. 

Mr.  Johnson.  —  The  Mayor  of  Sydney 
says  that  he  is  waiting  for  a  lead  from  the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— This  Government  will 
communicate  with  that  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  Premier  of  the  State  will, 
no  doubt,  ccxnmunicato  with  the  Mayw  of 
Svdney. 

Mr.  REID. — The  Prime  Minister  men- 
timed  the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales. 
I  assume  that  he  is  also  in  communication 
with  the  PrenuCT  of  VictOTia  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Yes,  and  with  all  other 

Premiers  in  a  general  way. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 
Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  should  be  obliged  if 
the  Prime  Minister  could  explain  a  para- 
graph appearing  in  the  Sydney  Morning 
HeraUt  «hich  is  a  distinct  reflection  upon 
his  business  acumen.  The  paragra^di  is  as 
follows — 

Notification  appean  in  die  Commonm^h 
Gautte  of  the  espenditure  of  £570  for  i,ood 
copies  of  Australia  To-day  for  1907.  Why  %. 
bulk  purchase  has  cost  more  than  the  retail  price 
would  amount  to  is  not  explained. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  explanation  of 
newspaper  mis|Mints  would  c«ne  mcffe  fit- 
tingly from  the  newspapers  than  from  me. 
I  believe  the  number  of  copies  should  be 

lOjOCO. 

COMMONWEALTH  YEAR-BOOK. 

Mr.  BAM  FORD.— Can  the  Minister  re- 
presrating  the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs 
state  when  Mr.  Knibbs*  Australian  statis- 
tics are  likely  to  be  published  under  one 
cover?  Is  there  a  prospect  of  getting  them 
in  that  form  within  a  r&sonable  time? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  will  make  in- 
quiries, and  let  the  honorable  member 
krww  to-morrow. 

TENDERS. 
Mr.  STORRER.— Some  time  ago  I 
asked  the  Minister  of  Defence  a 
question  with  regard  to  tenders  for 
boots  for  the  Defence  Department  m 
Tasmania,  two  respectable  firms  having 
tendered  and  a  higher  tender  than  that  of 
either  of  them  being  accepted.  Does  the 
Minister  intend  to  deduct  the  extra  pay- 
ment out  of  the  salaries  of  the  (rfficers  con- 
cerned, and  will  hte  take  action  to  prevent 
such  a  thing  occB)p!ffitf^^[?OQle 
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Mr.  EWING.— I  remember  the  case 
perfectly  well.  Under  the  regulations,  a 
commanding  officer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Commandant  of  the  State,  is  entitled 
to  accept  any  tender  fcx*  the  supply  of 
articles  for  the  use  of  his  company.  I  in- 
formed the  honorable  member  previously 
that  the  ctxnmanding  officer,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Cwnmandant,  had  accepted 
a  higher  tender.  The  reason  given  was 
that  it  was  believed  that  the  article 
supplied  by  one  firm  would  be  better  than 
that  supplied  by  another.  It  appeared  to 
me  to  have  been  rather  a  serious  matter, 
and  I  caused  instnicti(»i5  to  be  issued  to 
ev^  Commandant  that,  if  the  higher  ten- 
der in  any  case  appeared  more  acceptable 
to  them,  it  must  not  be  accepted  befcve 
the  Minister  was  informed.  That  seemed 
to  be  the  only  course  open  for  me  to  take. 
I  could  not  interfere  with  the  tender  in  the 
case  under  review,  as  the  contract  had  been 
let.    However,  it  will  not  happen  again. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Not  even  if  the  article 
is  bett»  toe  the  m<Niey  ? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  did  not  say  that  a 
better  article  would  be  obtained.  I  said  the 
only  reason  given  was  that  it  was  thought 
they  would  get  a  betler  article  from  one 
tenderer  than  from  the  other.  It  appears 
to  me,  that  when  tenders  are  called  for,  and 
samples  are  displayed,  the  lower  tender 
ought  to  be  accepted,  unless  there  be  some 
very  good  reason  indeed — and  that  reason 
the  Minister  ought  to  know — for  not  doing 
so.  That  course  will  be  followed  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  should 
Eke  to  ask  the  Prime  Minister  a  question 
in  connexion  with  the  matter  of  tendering. 
The  Minister  of  Defence  has  just  stated 
that  the  lowest  tender  oiight  to  be  accepted 
if  the  goods  are  of  equal  quality.  I  am 
informed  that  it  is  not  an  unccmimon  thing 
in  the  case  of  imported  goods  to  accept  the 
higher  tender,  and  this  is  done  on  the  plea 
of  preference.  Has  not  the  Prim?  Minister 
himself  iln  this  Chamber  fixed  the  pre- 
ference which  should  be  given  to  one  coun- 
try over  others  by  means  of  the  Tariff? 
Does  he  Ihink  that  it  is  fair  to  people  who 
tender  upon  that  presumption  to  find  that 
some  other  and  additional  preference  is 
given,  of  which  they  know  nothing,  and 
as  to  which  they  cannot  judge  the  amount 
when  they  tender?  I  know  there  is  great 
discontwit  amongst  tenderers.  The  Prime 
Minister  has,  in  common  with  other  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  had  an  opporttmity  of 


fixing  what  he  considers  the  proper  prefer- 
mce.  Does  he  think  that  that  oughf  to  be 
d^arted  from? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — As  the  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  North  Sydn^  puts  the  matter,  it 
sounds  rather  serious,  but  what  I  am  in- 
formed is  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of 
all  Governments  since  the  Comm«iwealth 
was  inaugurated,  and  is  the  practice  of 
most  if  not  all  the  State  Governments  at 
present,  to  discriminate  between  tenders 
which  are  received  for  goods  to  be  supplied. 

"Mr.  DtJGALD  Thomson. — Not  with  a 
preference  already  deliberately  fixed? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — In  one  case  the  object 
may  be  to  give  preference;  in  another,  it 
may  be  the  same  suggestion  that  was  made 
in  the  case  referred  to  by  my  colleague 
in  answer  to  the  honorable  m«nber  for 
Bass.  That  is,  it  mav  be  thought  that  the 
Department  is  obtaining  a  superior  article. 
The  cases  are  so  diversified  that  it  is  diflS- 
cult  to  lay  down  a  hard  and  fast  rule.  I 
know  from  my  political  experience  in  the 
State  and  in  the  Commonwealth  that  the 
Departments,  and  sometimes  the  Govern- 
ment, if  the  matter  is  sufficiently  important, 
have  always  reserved  to  themselves  a  per- 
fectly free  hand  in  dealing  with  tenders. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— Will  the 
Prime  Minister  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  question  of  tenlJois,  and  taike  some 
opportunity  of  infonning  the  House  whether 
the  preference  fixed  by  Parliament,  as  be- 
tween one  country  and  another — between 
Great  Britain  and  Amwica,  for  instance — 
is  to  be  the  [preference  recognised  by  the 
Departments,  or  whether  there  is  to  be 
given  beyond  that  some  secret  preference  for 
one  reason  or  another,  excepting  the  reason 
of  difference  in  quality  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Certainly,  if  the  hon- 
orable member  wishes,  I  shall  make  in- 
quiries into  the  practice  with  regard  to  the 
acceptance  of  tenders. 

TARIFF. 
Effect  on  Employment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Has  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  been 
called  to  the  following  paragraph,  whidi 
appears  in  this  morning's  newspapers — 

Some  remarkable  figures  have  been  published 
in  regard  to  the  unemployed  difficulty  in  the 
United  States,  which  for  some  monthi  past  has 
been  acute.  According  to  the  New  York  cor- 
respondent of  the  Daily  TeUgrafk,  a  moderate 
estimate  of  the  {lumber  of  unemployed  in  the 
United  States,  is  3,000,000.  The  socialist 
leaders,  however,  state  that  there  are  4,000,000 
workless  men  in  t^g.^c»^tr:Q^,^^deH»ite 
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tiie  fact  that  6,000,000  people  have  left  tlie 
Uoited  States  since  October  last. 
Can  the  Minister  tell  the  House  if  that 
state  of  affairs  is  the  result  of  the  high 
protective  Tariff  which  prevails  in  the 
United  States,  and  whether  a  similar  re- 
sult is  not  likely  to  c4)tain  from  tlie  high 
Tariff  which,  the  Government  are  now  at- 
tempting to  pass  through  this  Parliament? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  read 
the  paragraph,  and  I  think  the  honorable 
member  will  admit  that  if  we  had  not  a 
protective  Tariff  there  would  be  more  un- 
anployed  in  Australia.  He  will  also  ad- 
mit, because  it  must  have  come  under'his 
purview  in  his  own  electorate,  that  the  rais- 
ing of  duties  has  already  had  the  effect 
of  establishing  industries  there  and  of 
giving  a  good  deal  of  emplcqrment. 

DEFENCE :  MEDICAL  RESERVE. 

Mr.  SALMON.  — Is  the  Minister  of 
Defence  yet  in  a  position  to  make  a  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  proposed  establish- 
ment of  a  medical  reserve  in  ctxmexion  with 
the  Defence  Forces?  Some  time  ago  he 
gave  a  promise  that  this  would  be  done, 
but  so  far  nothing  has  been  made  public 
with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  EWING. — I  cannot  say  etactly  the 
date,  but  a  military  order  has  been  issued 
as  the  initiation  of  the  steps  desired  by  the 
honorable  member.  It  was  forwarded  to 
each  Commandant,  and  in  each  State  steps 
are  being  taken  to  organize  the  corps.  I 
will,un  order  to  give  it  publicity,  lay  upon 
the  table  of  the  House  the  military  order  in 
question. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT:  SECRETARY. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— r  wish  to  ask  the 
Minister  representing  the  Postmaster- Gene- 
ral if  it  is  proposed  to  further  extend  the 
term  of  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Post 
and  Telegraph  Department,  it  being  well 
known  that  that  officer  has  more  th^ 
reached  the  age  limit,  and  that  his  term 
of  office  has  already  been  once  extaided? 

Mr,  HUME  COOK.— I  do  not  know 
what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  I  suggest  that  the  hcHiorable 
gentleman  should  pastpc»ie  the  question 
until  he  returns. 

TELEPHONE  TUNNELS. 

[  Mr.  SALMON.— I  desire  to  ask  the  Min- 
ister representing  the  Minister  of  Hcrnie 
Affairs,  and  also  the  Postmaster-General, 


whether  he  knows  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
proceeding  with  the  undergrounding  of 
the  telephone  linej  in  Melbourne  and  sub- 
urbs, for  which,  I  believe,  money  has 
been  voted  ?  Is  he  aware  that  a  very  large 
number  of  energetic  and  capable  miners 
win  have  to  go  to  either  Western  Australia 
or  South  Africa  in  order  to  obtain  employ- 
ment, unless-  the  mcxiey  whidi  has  beoi 
voted  can  be  used  for  the  purpose  I  have 
mdicated  ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  am  aware  that 
a  good  many  persons  are  unemployed  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  have 
immediate  inquiries  made  into  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  honorable  member's 
question.  Tenders  have  been  called  for 
the  larger  works;  some  <^  these  aie 
now  let,  and  a  good  many  persons 
arc  employed.  I  believe  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Department  to  carry 
out  the  shallower  works,  but  owing  to  cir- 
cunutajioes,  whdcb  veie  i»plainc3  when 
the  Estimates  were  under  discussion — 
partly  owing  to  the  lack  of  staff  —  they 
could  not  be  pushed  cm  with  as  rapidly  as 
might  otherwise  have  been  the  case.  How- 
ever, that  difficulty  has  been  overcome,  and 
T  hope  to  be  able  to  report  in  a  day  or 
two  that  some  progress  has  been  made. 

RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  BOWDEN.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence  whether  he  knows  the 
reason  of  the  delay  in  effecting  r^alrs  to 
the  Flemington  rifle  range,  tdso  whether  be 
is  aware  that  the  non-effecting  of  those  re- 
pairs is  causing  many  persrais  to  leave  the 
clubs  which  use  the  range,  and  that  the 
other  members  have  to  go  to  Randwick  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  will  make  inquiry,  and 
inform  the  honorable  member  to-morrow. 

EASTER  ENCAMPMENT. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Defence  a  question  in  regard 
to  the  recent  Easter  encampment,  which  I 
understand  was  Colcaiel  Stanley's  first  at- 
tempt. Will  he  ascertain  how  it  was  that 
on  Good  Friday  the  Ballarat,  Castlemaine, 
and  Bendigo  men  were  untrained,  and  given 
no  work  at  Langwarrin,  and  ^at  at  the 
Queensctiff  aicampnent  a  company  of  the 
Geelmg  Garrison  Artillery  had  no  training 
on  work  on  Friday,  Saturday,  or  Sunday, 
and  training  for  only  a  few  hours  on  Mon- 
day ? 

Mr.  EWING. — I  shall  , inquire  mto  the 
matter  and  inform  the  hoonQ&l^  number 
of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
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CORN  AND  FLOUR  SACKS. 
Mr.  GLYNN  asked  the  Minister  ot 
Trade  and  Custcxns,  upou  notice — 

z.  Whether  he  considers  it  practically  certain 
that  the  number  of  com  and  flour  sacks  in  the 
Commonwealth  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  next  harvest? 

3.  Upon  what  evidence  is  his  opinion  based? 

3.  Is  there  any  substantial  reason  why  the 
anxiety  in  this  matter  expressed  by  farmers  and 
others  should  not  be  removed  by  postponing  for 
some  months,  as  requested  by  them,  Uie  date  on 
which  importation  of  sacks  not  of  the  prescribed 
size  shall  cease? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  an- 
swers to  the  honorable  member's  questi(»ib 
are  as  follow — 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Information  obtained  from  the  trade.  1 
am  informed  that  a  large  stock,  amounting  pro- 
bably to  abont  300,000  dozens,  was  carried  over 
after  the  late  harvest.  There  have  also  been 
importations  to  the  extent  of  about  a6o,ooo 
dozens  since  the  ist  January  this  year,  and  a 
vessel  expected  to  arrive  before  15th  May  (date 
when  Proclamation  begins  to  operate)  is  bring- 
ing a  large  nuftber.  Apart  from  the  laise 
stock  of  old  standard  bags  that  will  be  avail- 
able, I ,  am  assured  that  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  abundant  supplies  of  the  new 
standard  sacks.  Tbey  are  quoted  in  the  market 
every  day,  and  orders  are  being  taken. 

3.  As  1  am  convinced  there  is  no  need  for 
any  anxiety  on  the  part  of  fanners  as  to  an. 
adequate  supply  of  sacks  being  obtainable  before 
\he  next  harvest,  and  as  an  alteration  of  th* 
date  upon  which  the  Proclamation  becomes 
operative,  would  cause  uncertainty  and  would 
inflict  loss  upon  those  who  have  entered  into 
contracts  for  the  supply  of  sacks  c<Mifonning  to 
the  new  standard,  I  think  9ny  postponement 
would  be  very  undesirable. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideraticm  of  Senate's 
requests  restuned  fnxn  24th  April,  vide 
page  10605) : 

Item  121.   Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets: — 

Request. — Insert  the  following  new  para- 
graph :-r- 

"(l)  Caps  and  Sewn  Hals,  n.e.i  (General 
Tariff),  7s.  per  dozen,  or  35  per  cent, 
ad  val.,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty;  (United  Kingdom),  6s. 
per  dozen,  or  30  per  cent,  ad  val., 
whichever  rate  returns  the  higher 
duty." 

Upon  whidi  Sir  William  Lynb  had 
moved — 

That  the  requested  amendinent  be  made. 
And  Mr.  McWilliams — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  modified 
by  leaving  out  the  words  "7s.  per  dozea"or." 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.27]. 
— It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  peculiar 
attitude  of  the  Opposition  towards  this  rea- 
sonable request.  On  Friday,  the  honorable 
member  Iot  Dalley  used  alniD6t  "  lurid  " 


language,  as  if  an  ntraordinary  injustice 
were  going  to  be  done  to  the  poorer  sec- 
tion of  the  community.  He  stated,  .as 
oie  of  his  objections  to  the  request,  that 
he  was  astoni^ed  at  the  Committee  giving 
such  enonnous  protection  to  the  industry 
of  hat  making.  Now,  this  request  has 
nothing  to  do  with  hat  malting.  Here  is 
an  opportunity  for  the  hcmorable  member 
and  others  to  treat  the  makers  of  caps  just 
as  reas(Miably  as  the  makers  of  bats  have 
been  treated,  and  that  is  all  that  we  asic 
for.  There  is  no  particular  difficulty  in 
regard  to  cap  making.  There  cannot  be 
the  same  restriction  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  factories  as  there  is  in  the  case 
of  hat  making.  -  It  does  not  require  an 
extensive  plant  for  carrying  cm  cap  making.- 

Mr.  LiDDELx. — In  this  climate  cap&  are 
not  worn  so  much  as  are  hats. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  are  a  good 
many  caps  worn,  and,  as  the  hononible 
member  for  Dall^  said,  by  pocnr  persons. 
On  Friday,  he  stated  that  we  wanted  to 
lew  a  duty  of  7d.  on  a  cap  which  is  re- 
tailed at  6'd.  Of  course,  there  is  no  sudi 
proposal  before  the  Committee.  Caps  are 
easily  made.  There  are  at  least  half-a- 
dozen  factories  in  New  South  Wales,  and 
about  the  same  number  in  Victoria.  I 
believe  that  caps  are  also  made  in  the 
other  States.  So  far  as  I  know,  shoddy  is 
not  produced  in  Austoalia,  and  if  we  want 
to  cater  for  the  poorer  classes,  and  afford 
to  local  manufacturers  a  diance  to  compete 
with  British  manufacturers,  we  cannot  give 
less  protection  than  is  proposed,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  latter  largely  use 
Ywkshire  shoddy.  Surely  honorable  mem- 
bers cannot  say  that  in  that  case  7d.  is  too 
large  a  duty  to  impose  on  a  cap  f  If 
the  local  manufacturers  can  obtain  the 
raw  material  at  a  reasonable  rate,  tKiey 
can  make  caps  as  cheaply  as  they  are  being 
sold  to-dav.  The  fact  is  that  the  Aus- 
tralian-made cap  is  iust  as  cheap  as  the 
imported  article.  I.  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  elaborate  the  matter.  We 
are  offering  a  very  small  protection  to  the 
dieapest  caps  when  we  take  into  oonsadera- 
tion  the  fact  that  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
has  alreadv  been  levied  upon  the  materials 
from  which  they  are  made. 

Mr.  FovNTON. — Cannot  these  caps  be 
made  out  of  Australian  tweeds? 

Mr.  H  UTCH I  SON  .—Yes ;  but  the 
price  of  Australian  tweeds  is  too  high  to 
enable  the  poorest  class  of  ^ps  to  be 
manufactured  frcnt  those  materials. 
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,  Mr.  PoYNTON, — lot  of  cheap  stuff  is 
being  made  up  here. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  knows  that  the  cheapest  caps  are 
composed,  of  all  sorts  of  rags,  which  are 
torn  to  pieces  by  machinery,  and  which  are 
then  made  into  cloth.  In  reality,  those 
who  purchase  this  shoddy  are  not  obtain- 
ing cheap  goods.  But}  unfortunately> 
Mme  persons  are  so  poor  that  they  have  to 
purchase  the  very  cheapest  goods  upon  the 
market,  even  though  in  the  end  these  goods 
may  prove  to  be  dear.  I  should  like  to 
see  all  caps  made  out  of  -  AQstralian 
tweeds.  But  that  is  not  possible.  For 
these  reasons  I  think  that  the  request  of 
the  Senate  is  a  very  moderate  one,  and 
it  is  one  which  I  am  strcmgly  disposed  to 
grant. 

.  Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.32]. — The  argument  of  the  honorable 
tnember  fix  Hindmarsh  has  convinced  me 
that  the  Rquest  of  the  Senate  ought  not 
to  be  entertained.  He  declares  diat  these 
caps  can  be  manufsctured  in  Australia  as 
cheaply  as  they  can  be  imported.  What, 
then,  will  happen  if  the  request  of  the 
Senate  be  granted?  The  fact  that  im- 
ported caps  will  be  dutiable  at  7s.  per 
dozen  will  enable  the  Australian  manufac- 
turer to  add  that  amount  to  the  price  of 
his  wares,  and  he  wilt  then  be  able  to  sell 
them  at  the  same  price  as  that  at  which 
the  imported  article  is  sold.  That  is 
what  the  honwiUile  member  calls  "  protec- 
'tion  to  the  manufacturer." 

Mr.  Hutchison.— What  about  competi- 
tion? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  unfortun- 
ate feature  of  this  matter  is  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  would  be  a  tax  upon  the  poor 
man  and  not  upwi  the  rich.  For  instance, 
&  cap  costing  7s.  6d.  would  be  dutiable  at 
35  per  cent.,  whereas  the  cap  worn  by  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  community  would  be 
dutiable  at  7d.  In  other  words,  the  man 
of  means  who  wants  a  motCH-  cap  will  be 
required  to  pay  35  per  cent,  upon  it 
— perhaps  half  the  amount  that  will  have 
to  be  paid  by  the  individual  who  purchases 
a  cheap  cap.  I  do  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  not  accede  to  the  tequeft  of  the 
Seitate. 

Mr.  REID.  (East  Sydney)  [3.34]:~As 
far  as  I  can  understand,  the  Treasurer  and 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Custcwns  went 
into  these  matters  very  carefully  before  the 
Tariff  was  introduced,  and  they  submittwl 
a  schedule  which,  in  their  opinion,  would 
suflkiently  and  liberally  encourage  Aus- 


tralian industries.  Having  acquired  the 
best  information  obtainable,  and  in  the 
light  of  the  experience  gained  under  the 
operation  of  tlie  old  Tariff,  they  proposed 
a  duty  upon  caps  of  35  per  cent,  under 
the  general  Tariff  and  of  30  per  cent, 
under  the  Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
Now  we  are  asked  to  go  beyond  the  high- 
water  mark  of  the  sdwdule  as  it  was  in- 
troduced. That  is  rather  a  striking  de- 
parture— it  is  all  the  more  striking  when 
we  realize  that  it  is  aimed  at  a  class  of 
wearing  apparel  which  is  admittedly  used 
by  those  who  are  possessed  of  the  most 
limited  means.  Under  the  requested 
amendment  of  the  Senate  the  most  ex- 
pensive caps  would  be  dutiable  at  30  per 
cent,  if  imported  frcxn  Great  Britain,  so 
that  persons  who  invested  in  those  articles 
would  actually  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
lower  duty  in  proportion  to  their  vaitiis 
than  would  those  who  content  themselves 
with  the  cheapest  kinds  Of  caps.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  would  be  drawing  a 
line  of  demarcation  altogether  in  the  wron^ 
direction. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — But  duties  of  35  per 
cent,  and  30  per  oesit.  have  already  been 
imposed  upon  the  raw  material. 

Mr.  REID. — That  fact  must  have  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Government 
when  they  framed  their  Tariff.  I  do  not 
understand  that  the  duties  on  the  raw  mate- 
rial have  been  increased  since  the  schedule 
was  submitted.  If  that  were  so,  it  misht 
affect  the  matter  a  little,  although  it  would 
not  at  all  dispose  of  the  objecticxi  whidi 
can  be  urged  to  the  duty.  But  my  iok- 
presuon  is  that  the  duties  upon  the  raw 
material  have  not  been  increased  since  die 
I'ariff  was  introduced,  and  those  duties 
must  have  been  taken  into  consideration  b^ 
the  Government  in  connexion  with  their 
proposals. 

Mr.  Hutchison.  —  I  think  that  there 
were  s«veral  things  which  they  did  not  take 
into  considieration. 

Mr.  REID.— That  may  be  so,  but  I  sug- 
gest  to  the  honorable  monber  that,  in  many 
cases,  the  duty  requested  would  represent 
ICQ  and  120  per  cent,  uptxi  the  cheaper 
kinds  of  caps.  That  is  a  serious  proposi- 
tion, because,  after  ail,  the  means  of  the 
poorer  classes  are  exceedingly  small  com- 
pared with  the  means  of  persons  who  wear 
expensive  caps,  and  surely  we  have  to  pay 
some  regard  to  the  inctxnes  of  the  poorer 
sections  of  the  community j-  We  have  to  ccm- 
sider  them  a  littl@igitiz&mne(y:i(S^^l^  Iin« 
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Vfhkii  even  the  most  ardent  advocates  of  Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3-41]. — I  tm  as 
protection  will  draw  in  favour  of  those  who  well  aware  as  any  member  of  the  Commit- 
have  to  use  the  cheapest  kind  of  wearing  tee  can  be  that  the  Government  have  the 
apparel.  Surely  there  is  a  limit  which  they  battalions  behind'  them.  But  if  a  protest 
will  apply  to  this  matter  as  it  affects  the  is  to  be  made  with  regard  to  high  duties 
.poOTer  sections  of  the  community.  Surely  under  this  Tariff,  it  should  be  made  oa  an 
50  per  cent,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  item  such  as  that  which  is  now  under  con- 
pretty  liberal  extension  of  the  rate  of  duty  sideration.  In  regard  to  machinery,  the  jwoi 
upon  the  cheaper  necessities  of  life.  Duties  tectionists  in  this  Parliament  have  not  been 
<^  ICO  per  cent,  and  150  per  cent.  upMi  able  to  climb  higher  than  to  secure  a  duty 
articles  used  by  the  great  masses  of  the  of  1 5  per  ceat  Even  the  most  ardent  pro- 
people— even  from  the  stand-pcnnt  of  the  te(^ianists  in  the  Senate  would  not  ctimb 
highest  form  of  protecticm — are  an  intoler-  higher  than  that  But  they  are  prepaxed  to 
able  and  gross  impost.  When  the  hon-  climb  as  high  as  1 20  per  coit.  in  the  case 
orable  member  for  Robertstm  remarked  of  the  duties  on  hats  and  caps,  whdi  are 
-that  the  effect  of  this  duty  would  be  to  worn  by  the  men  who  make  machinery, 
increase  the  cost  of  Australian  made  caps  Talk  about  a  scientific  Tariff !  This  is  the 
by  7s.  per  dozen,  the  hcmorable  meipber  most  unscientific  Tariff  that  it  is  possible 
for  Hindmarsh  interjected,  "  What  about  to  ctxireive  of.  The  honorable  member  for 
COTopetition?  "  Now,  eitdier  the  duty  pro-  Hindmarsh  has  expressed  himself  as  being 
posed  is  absolutely  required  to  enable  Aus-  astcmished  at  some  language  used  by  me. 
tralian  manufacturers  to  produce  and  sell  I  am  astonished  at  it  myself — astcmisbed  at 
their  caps,  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  absolutely  my  own  moderation.  But  my  language  is 
reqinred,  competition  will  bring  prices  nothing  to  that  which  will  be  used  by  Uie 
down  below  a  fair  level,  and  will  lead  to  people  who  have  to  buy  these  articles.  Not 
all  sorts  of  sweating.  That  is  sometimes  satisfied  with  a  high  ad  valorem  duty,  the 
one  of  the  troubles  associated  with>  any  protectionists  have  proposed  an  alternative 
endeavour  to  push  the  protectionist  prin-  fixed  duty  in  the  case  of  hats  and  caps, 
ciple  too  far  in  ccHtnexion  with  items  which  They  have  devised  a  drag-net,  and  de^ie 
are  really  not  of  very  great  consequence  in  to  bring  everything  possible  into  it.  It  is 
the  -scale  of  Australian  industry,  but  which  singular  that  this  particular  industry  should 
a^ect  the  daily  necessities  of  persons  of  be  picked  out  for  special  tieatment. 
limited  means.  There  ought  to  be  some  Mr.  Reid. — It  is"  w(xiderful  the  atten- 
line  drawn — even  by  the  most  enthusiastic  tion  it  has  received. 

believer  in  protection.  Surely  a  line  of  Mr.  WILKS.— It  is  marvellous,  and  yet 
120  per  cent,  against  the  cheaper  neces-  the  honorable  monber  for  Hindmarsh  is 
sities  of  life  is  one  which  this  Conmiittv.e  astonished  that  I  should  use  such  language 
should  be  very  slow  to  draw.  concerning  it.    I  am  certain  that  the  en- 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohsoh. — ^AppA.'el  3nd  gineers  in  his  electwate,  and  their  wives 
attire  are  dutiable  only  at  40  and  35  i^r  who  have  to  purchase  hats  and  caps,  not 
cent.  only  for  their  husbands,  but  for  that  cbiX- 

Mr.  REID. — Exactly.  The  highest  dren,  are'  not  [Mrepared  to  see  this  industry 
duty  levied  uprai  apparel  has  been  fixed  specially  treated.  If  the  protectionists  are 
at  40  per  cent.  Why  should  there  be  a  prepared  to  sing  a  sort  of  Tariff  "  Excel- 
jimip  from  40  per  cent,  to  100  per  cent,  sior,"  and  to  climb  up  to  high  duties  in 
and  150  per  cent,  upon  this  article?  regard  to  some  industries,  why  have  they 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  carrying  the  prin-  agreed  to  so  small  a  duty  as  15  per  oeot. 
ciple  of  protection  to  an  extreme.  Though  in  the  cass  of  machinery  ?  Another  phase 
the  duty  does  rxjt  seem  much  in  the  ag^  of  the  question  which  seems  to  be  lost  sight 
gregate,  it  is  just  as  much  to  the  poor  as  a  of,  is  that  hwicM-able  members  have  al- 
duty  fifty  times  as  great  would  be  to  the  lowed  the  Senate  to  usurp  the  functions  erf 
man  of  more  ample  means.  We  must  have,  this  House.  A  large  State  like  New  Sotitii 
some  regard  foe  the  necessities  of  the  Wales  mi^t  as  veil  not  have  its  pm^ti 
people  J  and  this  does  seem  to  me  to  be  an  representatioi  in  thU  Chamber  if  duties  are 
extravagant  proposal,  which  looks  too  mudi  to  be  increased  in  the  Senate, 
to  the  interests  of  the  persons  who  produce  The  CHAIRMAN. — Order  !  The  hoo- 
these  things  and  too  little  to  the  means  of  orable  member  must  not  enter  into  that 
^     the  persons  who  wear  thsm.    I  think  it  is  question. 

putting  matters  in  a  position  that  is  not      Mr.  WILKS.— X  am  qot  arguing  the 
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only  allying  that  we  should  not  have  had 
sudi  duties  in  the  schedule  under  considera- 
tion if  there  were  anything  like  prc^or- 
tional  lepresentaticm  of  the  States  in  the 
Senate.  I  wish  to  emphasize  the  fact  that 
the  people's  House — which  this  House  is 
supposed  to  be — are  not  safeguarding  their 
rights  sufficiently  in  allowing  duties  of  this 
character  to  be  introduced  by  the  Senate. 
It  may  not  suit  honorable  members  to  take 
a  strong  stand  wilh  regard  to  the  matter  to- 
day, but  any  perswi  with  the  smallest  per- 
ception can  see  that  in  the  near  future  a 
stand  will  have  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — We  have  al- 
ready given  away  the  position. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  shall  get  our 
proper  powers  back  again  \et. 

Mr.  WILKS.— There  \vill  probably  be  a 
great  struggle,  and,  perhaps,  the  Constitu- 
tion will  require  to  be  altered  in  this  re- 
spect. It  is  a  singular  circumstance  that 
throughout  the  schedule  of  suggesticxis,  al- 
though there  are  about  300  items,  not  more 
than  two  or  three  involve  alterniUive  duties. 
How  is  it  that  the  machinery  items  are  not 
favoured  with  alternative  duties?  It  is 
argued  that  under  a  35  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
duty,  locally-made  hats  and  caps  would 
crane  into  competition  with  imported  goods. 
The  same  argument  could  be  applied  to 
machinery  and  other  manufactures.  With 
regard  to  the  statemwit  of  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Hindmarsh,  that  the  duty  is 
only  5  per  cent,  above  that  on  the 
piece  goods  which  are  the  raw  material, 
I  would  jemark  that  it  is  only  reastxiable 
to  suppose  that  the  hats  and  caps  manu- 
factured in  this  country  will  be  made  out 
of  niece  goods  also  manufactured  in  the 
country.  We  have  already  passed  high 
protective  duties  to  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  the  woollen  piece  goods  out  of 
which  the  hats  and  caps  are  made. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  speciallv  referred 
to  "shoddy." 

Mr.  WILKS. — But  in  regard  to  the  engi- 
neering trades  there  are  also  "  shoddv  " 
articles  which  come  into  cwnpetition  with 
local  manufactures. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — I  would  shut  them 
out,  too. 

Mr.  WILKS.— But  no  special  treatment 
is  proposed  in  regard  to  shoddy  articles  of 
machinery,  though  there  is  to  be  special 
treatment  regarding  hats  and  caps.  It  is 
singular  that  machinery  can  only  climb  as 
high  as  25  per 'cent.,  while  hats  and  caps 
can  dimb  even  to  100  and  120  per  cent. 


Mr.  DoGALD  Thohson.— The  duty  on 
piece  goods,  woollen  or  containing  wool, 
is  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
for  North  Sydney  finds  that  the  duty  upon 
the  piece  goods  from  which  these  caps  will 
mostly  be  made  is  15  per  cent.,  so  that 
with  a  duty  of  35  per  cent.,  there  would 
still  be  a  protective  mar^  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  TUDOE. — There  is  a  larger  duty  than 
15  per  cent,  on  piece  goods. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  duties  are 
15  per  cent  -and  10  per  cent.,  under  item 
123B. 

Mr.  WILKS.— There  is  a  good  margin 
between  the  duty  paid  on  the  manufactured 
article  and  the  raw  material,  assuming 
that  the  articles  are  made  frMn  imported 
goods,  without  imposing  the  specific  dutv  at 
all. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^The  duty  on 
cottons  and  linens  is  only  5  per  cait. 

Mr.  TirooK.  — The  duties  on  woollen 
piece  goods  ar?  30  per  cent,  and  25  per 

cent. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Whichever  way  we  look 
at  the  question,  there  is  sufficient  protecticHi 
without  a  specific  duty.  As  we  have  ex- 
tended protection  to  piece  goods,  surely  it 
is  expected  Aat  the  articles  with  whi(*  we 
are  now  dealing  will  be  made  from  goods 
pioduced  in  this  country.  But  the  hcmor- 
able  member  for  Hindinarsh  gave  himself 
away  by  saying  that  hats  and  caps  are 
easily  produced.  If  that  be  so.  it  means 
that  no  great  outlay  of  capital  is  required 
in  the  erection  of  an  expensive  plant.  That, 
howe\-er,  is  not  the  case  with  machinery, 
and  engineering  manufactures.  The  hon- 
orable member  knows  that  it  requires  a 
great  deal  of  capital  to  start  an  engi- 
neering business  upon  an  effective  basis. 
The  positioi  in  regard  to  the  production  of 
hats  and  caps  is  different.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  we  are  asked  in  this  case  to  make 
a  special  present  to  men  engaged  in  a 
special  industry  located  mostly  in  a  special 
part  of  Australia. 

Mr.  H  UTCH ISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[3-5o]-— The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  as 
well  as  the  hcxiorable  member  for  Robert- 
son and  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley, 
have  been  expressing  great  concern  for  the 
poor  whom,  they  fear,  it  is  proposed,  bv 
this  duty,  to  penalize.  If  I  thought  that 
they  would  be  so  penalized,  I  should  be 
found  voting  with  the  Opposition,  but  an 
examination  of  the  facts  ^hows  that  that 
will  not  be  the  effedji^afitttfipgl^  Hinder 
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the  xHd  ■  Victorian  duty  of  8s.  per  dozen 
caps  werb  being  made  and  sold  here  at  as 
low  as  3s.  6d.  per  dozen.  I  hope  that 
they  will  hot'  be  bold  at  such  low  prices, 
for,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  says, 
if,  as  the  -leSlilt  of  internal  competiticHi, 
we  iDring,  -down  prices  to  such  a  very  low 
level,  sweating  must  take  place.  In  Vic- 
toria, Sopth  Australia,  and  New  South 
Wales,  there  are  Wages  Boards  and  indus- 
trial tribunals  to  prevent  sweating,  and  if 
we:  allow  caps  made  from  shoddy  to  be 
imported  free  of  duty,  the  Australian 
manufacturer  will  be  placed  in  an  unfor- 
tunate positi(xt.  He  will  have  to  pay 
mw^  higho'  wages  than  are  paid  in  the 
countries  fnxn  which  these  caps  are  ex- 
ported, and  it  will  be  impossible  for  him 
to  use  woollens  in  the  manufacture  of  his 
goods.  Woollen  caps  are  very  desirable, 
especially  in  the  (Xilder  parts  of  Australia. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  have  imposed  a  duty  of 
i6s.  per  'dozen  on  wool  felt  hats.  - 

Mr.  HUTCHISON— That  duty  relates 
to  a  wholly  different  class  of  manufacture. 
If  it  was  possible  under  a  duty  of  8s.  per 
dozen  to  sell  caps  in  this  State  at  3s.  66. 
per  dozen,  I  do  not  think  we  need  fear 
that  the  poor  will  be  penalized  by  this 
impost.  It  will  make  it  umiecessary  for 
the  workers  in  the  industry  to  axnpete  with 
the  sweated  labour  of  the  East  End  of 
London  and  other  parts  of  England,  where 
mere  children  and  what  are  known  as 
"  half-timers  "  are  employed  hy  the  thou- 
sand. It  is  not  my  desire  that  our  manu- 
facturers should  have  to  face  such  ompe- 
titicxi.  If  we  require  them  to  pay  fair 
wages,  we  ^ould  grant  them  reasonable 
protection. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Has  the  honor- 
able member  ever  seen   a  cap  sold  for 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  seen  caps 
offered  for  sale  at  4d.,  $6.t  and  6d.  each. 
Sixpence  is  a  very  common  price. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Under  this  pro- 
posal a  duty  of  4d.  would  be  paid  on  a 
cap  sold  at  6d. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Those  who  use 
caps  will  escape  the  duty,  because  they  will 
purchase  caps  made  in  Australia.  I  taelieve 
the  caps  to  which  I  referred  as  having 
been  sold  in  Victoria  at  3s.  6d.  a  dozen 
were  made  at  a  time  when  the  conditicMis  of 
labour  in  this  State  were  npt  as  good  as 
they  are  to-day.  The  protection  proposed 
is  fxunparativeiy  trifling,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  if  cap  manufacturers  here  use 


imported  material  they  must  pay  duty  upon' 
it  I  fail  to  see  why  they  sbmild  use  im- 
ported material.  It  would  be  a  good  thing 
fcv  the  children  who  have  to  wear  caps  even 
if  id.  or  2d.  more  had  to  be  paid  for  them, 
because  they  would  get  a  good  article  made 
in  Australia. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  would  be  a  bad  thing 
for  th(»e  who  had  to  buy  them. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  .—Certainly  not ; 
under  this  duty  they  would  be  able  to  ob- 
tain locally-made  caps  at  a  much  lower 
rate  than  they  otherwise  could.  My  ex- 
perience is  that  even  the  poorest  of  the 
working  classes  do  not  desire  to  purchase 
goods  made  by  sweated  labour.  Hotot- 
able  members  opposite  tell  us  that  they  be- 
lieve in  the  policy  of  new  protection,  and 
that  being  so,  I  fail  to  see  how  they  could 
reasonably  refuse  to  grant  protection  to 
the  manufacturers  in  this  industr)-,  and 
compel  them  to  pay  wages  far  higher  than 
those  paid  in  the  Old  Country.  The  cry 
"We  are  the  only  people  who  are  trying 
to  protect  the  poor;  the  protecticmists 
would  penalize  you,"  is  an  excellent  one 
for  the  Opposition,  but  I  would  remind 
them  that  in  my  electorate  are  to  be  found 
some  of  the  poorest  people  in  Adelaide, 
and  that  they  are  satisfied  that  I  would 
not  do  anything  likely  to  subject  them  to 
heavv  taxation. 

Mi-.  COON  (Batman)  [3.56].— The 
leader  of  the  Opposition  this  aftemooD 
made  a  plea  for  those  who  wear  cheap  caps. 
If  this  duty  is  imposed,  the  price  of  caps 
will  nc*  be  increased ;  on  the  contrary,  Aus- 
tralians will  be  able  to  obtain  a  betta 
article.  I  have  here  a  cap  produced  m 
Manchester  at  the  rate  of  is.  9d.  per  dozen. 
Do  we  desire  Australians  to  wear  caps  of 
that  description? 

Mr.  Reid. — Anything  cheap  is  an  awful 
curse ! 

Mr.  COON.-  But  these  goods,  invoiced 
at  IS.  9d.  per  dozen,  are  not  distributed 
at  a  low  rate;  th^'  are  retailed  at  6d. 
each. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  it  is  the  Australian 
shopkeeper,  not  the  Australian  importer, 
who  is  robbing  the  people. 

Mr.  COON. — No,  it  is  the  importer: 
tlie  shopkeeper  is  charged  4s.  6d  a  dozen 
f  -r  these  caps. 

Mr.  Rehd. — Then  why  does  he  doC  im- 
fmrt  them  for  h'mself? 

Mr.  COON.— Because  the  Australian 
shopkeeper,  in  mv  electorate,  at  all  events, 
believes  ii,  sellj^jf^^^^i^tQ^ogi^  if  »» 
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can  obtain  them.  Here  is  anotiier  sample 
of  caps  made  in  Mandiester  at  3s.  per 
dozen. 

Mr.  PoYNT(n4. — ^Made  in  Collingwood. 

Mr.  COON. — No,  they  are  made  in  the 
Old  Country.  This  affords  us  an  indi- 
cation of  the  present  oxidltion  of  some  of 
the  workers  in  Great  Britain.  Those  who 
make  these  iow-prioed  caps  there  cannot 
earn  a  livelihood,  and  have  to  be  relieved 
by  the  parish  rate. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  one  of  the  honor- 
able member's  wild  Collingwood  state- 
ments. 

Mr.  COON." — It  is  sworn  evidence  given 
.before  a  Select  Coqunittee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  ComoKxis ;  and  it  shows  that 
we  need  an  additimal  duty.  Under  the 
old  Victorian  Tariff  the  people  of  this 
State  were  able  to  obtain  better  caps  than 
they  can  at  present.  The  imported  cap 
which  I  produce  was  made  of  shoddy  in 
the  slums  of  London. 

Mr.  Johnson. — How  can  the  honorable 
member  tell  where  it  was  made?  He  will 
perhaps  be  surprised  to  learn  that  it  was 
really '  made  in  Melbourne. 

Mr.  COON. — I  have  the  invwce,  and 
know  the  man  who  imputed  it.  The  hon- 
orable member  has  said  that  he  is  in  favour 
of  the  new  protection. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  have  not. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  has 
oertainlv  said  that  he  is  opposed  to  sweat- 
ing. How  can  he  make  that  assertion 
when  he  is  in  favour  of  allowii^  caps  pro- 
duced in  Manchester  at  is.  96.  per  dozen 
to  be  imported  free? 

Mr.  Johnson. — Will  this  duty  prevent 
sweating  ? 

Mr.  COON.— Certainly.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  honorable  member  is  in 
favour  of  sweating,  but  he  knows  that  caps 
are  made  by  .people  in  the  Old  Country 
who  are  sweated.  They  are  trying  to 
better  their  conditions,  and  we  shall  not 
assist  them  by  passing  a  low  Tariff,  which 
will  lead  to  increased  importations  of  their 
sweated  goods.  The  duty  here  proposed 
is  not  by  any  means  too  high,  and  if  it 
is  carried  the  result  will  be  that  the  work- 
ing classes  in  Australia  will  be  able  to 
obtain  better  and  cheaper  caps,  while  in- 
creased employment  will  be  given  in  the 
local  industry. 

Mr.  RElb  (East  Sydney)  [41]--  I 
really  think  thst  the  honorable  member  for 
Batman  ought  not  to  resume  his  seat  with- 
out monng  that  the  duty  should  be  14s. 


instead  of  75.  per  d6zen.  What  a  laase 
and  impotait  conclusion  the  proposed  duty 
is  to  tte  speech  just  delivered  by  the  txxi- 
orable  member?  Why  should  we  not,  in 
justice  to  the  unfortunate  sweated  workers 
of  the  back  slums  of  Loidon,  prc^ibit  al- 
together the  importation  of  tb^  sweated 
caps  by  charging  a  good  stiff  duty  of,  say, 
jC2  per  dozen  upon  them  ?  If  only  we  do 
that,  according  to  the  .hcuiorable  member, 
we  shall  get  these  caps  cheaper  and  better 
than  ever  in  Australia.  If  the  physk: 
which  the  honorable  member  recommends 
be  so  good,  why  is  he  not  prepared  to  take 
a  stronger  dose  of  it? 

Mr.  Coon. — I  am  prepared  to  do  so. 
Mr.  REID. — Why  should  we  impose  a 
duty  of  only  yd.  each  on  these  caps  when 
by  imposing  a  higher  duty  we  shall  be  able 
to  get  them  cheaper  and  better  here  and 
a£  the  same  time  relieve  the  sweated  con- 
ditions of  the  unfortunate  workers  in  the 
Old  Country?    Might  I  suggest  that  if 
these  caps  are  imported  at  a  selling  price 
of  3s.  6d.  per  dozen  the  duty  now  pro- 
pped represents  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
200  per  cent.    This  is  a  pretty  stiff  duty. 
A  duty  at  so  much  per  dozen  is  proposed 
.  because  the  Government   and  honorable 
members  (^posite  have  not  the  pluc^  to 
show  the  real  percentage  of  taxation  in- 
volved.    They  have  not  the  courage  to 
submit  a  straightforward  proposal  for  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  of  200  per  cent  oti 
these  articles  required  by  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community.    The  proposal  is  sub- 
mitted in  a  sneaking  way  at  so  much  per 
dozen  so  that  no  one  will  know  how  much 
he  is  being  taxed.    The  proposed  rate  <rf 
so  much  per  dozen  is  adt^ted  only  to  con- 
ceal the  enmnous  extremes  to  which  some 
people  are  prepared  to  go  in  imposing 
taxation  upon  these  articles.    And  why  on 
these  articles?    Because  there  is  more  to 
be  made  out  of  them  since  they  are  used 
by  the  great  masses  of  the  people.  It 
would  be  of  no  use  to  impose  l^avy  duties 
on  diamonds  or  exjiensive  jewellery,  be- 
cause only  a  few  people  would  be  reached 
by  that  taxarion.    The  reason  for  the  im- 
position of    enormous    duties    on  these 
articles  is  that  since  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  people  require  them  money  is  to 
be  made  out  of  them.    In  these  cases  the 
imposition  of  heavy  duties   is  something 
worth  trying  for.    Why  has  not  the  hon- 
orable member  and  those  who  believe  with 
him  thq  pluck  to  state  openly  the  real  ad 
valorem  duty  ''^jt^l^.t^^^J^fPf^i^  these 
goods' as  is  done  iri  iWcsse  leather  goods 
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that  are  imported?  Why  is  the  real  dutj 
concealed  and  disguised  in  this  way?  On 
the  imported  selling  price  the  duty  now 
proposed  is  equivalent  to  200  per  cent,  ad 
vaiorem.  I  believe  that  the  price  quoted 
is  too  low;  but  even  allowing  ioc  a  fair 
price,  this  duty  must  be  over  100  percent. 
Why  do  not  tile  Government  boldly  sub- 
mit a  duty  of  100  per  cent,  on  these 
articles  instead  of  a  proposal  fwr  the  im- 
position of  a  duty 'of  7  s.  per  d(»en?  To- 
show  how  little  discriminatitm  has  been 
exercised  in  this  matter  it  may  be  pointed 
out  that  these  caps  are  made  of  linen  and 
cottCHi  as  well  as  of  woollen  materials. 
There  njight  be  scsne  justification  for  a 
frtlrly  high  duty  on  caps  made  of  woollen 
materials  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  im- 
pose duties  of  35  and  30  per  cent. 
cBi  stxne  woollen  piece  goods;  but  surely 
some  discrimination  should  be  made, 
and  it  is  absolutely  unfair  to  impose  simi- 
larly high  duties  on  caps  made  of  raw 
materials  introduced  at  the- lowest  rates  of 
dutv. 

Mr.  Foster. — ^We  produce  woollens,  but 
we  do  not  produce  cotton  piece  goods. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  wish  to  revive  the 
fiscal  controversy,  and  I  admit  that  there 
may  be  some  reason  for  the  difference  in 
the  duties  imposed  on  woollen  and  colton 
piece  goods.  I  am  dealing  now  with  the 
statement  that  a  duty  cm  caps  should  be 
increased  because  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  is  30  per  cent.  That  is  so  in  the 
case  of  woollen  caps,  but  it  is  not  so  in  the 
case  of  caps  made  of  other  materials,  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion,  an  enor- 
mous quantity  of  caps  made  of  materials 
other  than  wool  are  used  in  the  Common- 
wealth. At  this  stage  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  much  use  in  fighting  these  proposals 
very  keenly.  It  seems  to  me  that  some  ar- 
rangement has  been  made  by  which  e.ich 
matter  is  practically  settled  before  we  are 
asked  to  deal  with  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [4-61.— 
The  right  honorable  member  for  East  Syd- 
ney has  been  rather  hard  chi  the  honorable 
member  for  Batman.  He  says  that  if  su 
much  protection  is  good,  why  should  we 
not  have  more.  But  using  the  same  argii- 
ment,  I  might  say  that  if  two  meals  a  day 
are  good,  why  should  we  not  have  twenty- 
two  meals  a  day  ?  The  statement  made 
that  these  caps  are  produced  for  is.  pd.  per 
dozen  or  ifd.  each  proves  conclusively  that 
there  is  very  great  sweating  carried  on  in 
this  industry  in  the  Old  Country,  and  we 
should  deal  a  blow  against  it  if  we  can. 


Mr.  Reid. — It  is  a  curious  way  to  help 
sweated  people — to  take  what  little  bread 
they  can  get  out  of  their  mouths. 

Mr.  FOSTER.  —  The  right  honorable 
member  does  not  state  the  position  cor- 
rectly. The  sons  and  daughters  of  Great 
Britain  are  moving  out  to  her  colonies. 
They  are  going  in  tens  of  thousands  to 
Canada,  and  also  to  the  United  States,  and 
I  hope  that  tens  of  thousands  of  them  will 
ccMne  hwe  very  soon.  While  they  are  gtnng 
out  by  the  frait  door,  tens  of  thousands  of 
Jews  are  entering  the  back  door  from  the 
Continent,  and  they  represent  the  cheapest 
of  cheap  labour  and  the  most  sweated  of 
sweated  labour.  These  are  the  people  who 
are  being  employed  at  Ihe  low  rates  referred 
to  in  the  manufacture  of  these  caps. 

Mr.  Reid. — Will  the  honorable  member 
helpi  the  immigration  of  British  sons  and 
daughters  to  Australia? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  only  too  anxious 
to  do  so.  The  imposition  of  a  high  Tariff 
on  these  articles,  which  will  lead  to  their 
manufacture  in  Australia,  is  one  way  in 
which  we  can  help  British  sons  and 
daughters  to  emigrate  to  Australia. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  they  are  being  sweated  in 
the  way  referred  to,  how  are  they  to  put 
down  ;^io  or  jQiz  each  fac  Xhiax  passage 
money  ? 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  have  just  told  the 
honorable  gentleman  that  it  is  the  cheap 
Jew  who  is  sweated  in  the  way  referred  to. 
and  I  have  no  wish  that  he  should  come 
out  to  Australia  at  all.  It  is  the  stalwart 
sons  and  daughters  of  Britishers  who  are 
emigrating  from  the  Old  Country,  and  thev 
are  being  driven  out  by  the  cheap  conti- 
nental labour  that  is  coming  in  behind  them. 
We  should  welcome  them  to  this  country, 
not  only  by  imposing  a  high  Tariff  cm  such 
articles  as  are  now  under  considerati<Mi,  but 
also  by  imposing  a  stiff  progressive  land 
tax,  and  by  other  measures  which  would 
tend  to  make  conditions  better  for  them 
here  after  thev  came. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order! 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  up  that  reference,  and  I  made  it  only 
in  answer  to  the  question  put  by  the  right 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney.  It  has 
been  said  that  a  large  number  of  imported 
caps  are  made  from  cotton  piece  goods,  and 
that  on  that  account  the  dutv  should  be  re- 
duced. Surely  it  will  not  be  contended 
that  we  should  have  a  lower  duty  on  the 
manufactured  article  than  on  ^  raw 
material.    We  ou^^bfe^o&H^^n^ke  all 
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these  caps  here.  I  voted  for  a  very  low 
Tariff  on  cotton  and  linoi  piece  goods  as 
compared  with  the  duties  1  supported  an 
materials  which  can  be  produced  here,  such 
as  woollen  piece  goods. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  passed  duties  of  10  and 
5  per  cent,  on  linen  piece  goods  under  item 
123.  The  Senate  has  proposed  duties  of 
5  per  cent,  and  free,  while  admitting 
cotton  goods  absolutely  free. 

Mr.  t'OSTER.— The  Senate  are  admit- 
ting these  goods  free,  while  seeking  to  im- 
pose a  heavy  duty  on  the  manufactured  ar- 
ticle, thus  admitting  that  Australian  workers 
should  make  up  the  raw  material. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^We  were  told  that  the  duty 
was  raised  because  the  duty  on  the  raw 
material  was  so  heavy,  but  now  that  the 
latter  has  been  taken  off,  that  argument 
does  not  meet  the  case  of  cotton  and  linen 
caps. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  contend  that  it  is 
quite  justifiable  to  impose  a  heavy  dutv  on 
the  manufactured  article,  and  to  make  the 
raw  materials  as  free  as  possible,  if  the 
latter  cannot  be  produced  here.  When  han- 
orable  members  attack  the  duties  on  woollen 
goods,  the^  are  attacking  the  primary  pro- 
ducers, on  whose  behalf  I  have  heard  the 
honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  make 
eloquent  appeals. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  prices  of  the  primary 
producers  are  world  prices,  and  are  not  af- 
fected bv  the  local  demand. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  think  their  prices 
might  be  affected  a  good  deal  by  the  local 
demand.  If  thev  had  a  splendid  sale 
within  the  Commcmweahh,  they  would 
naturallv  have  a  better  grip  of  the  market, 
thcMigh  I  admit  that  our  wool  growers  must 
depend  cm  aporting. 

Mr.  Reid. — Thev  have  no  competitors, 
wool  not  being  sent  to  Australia, 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Is  not  that  what  I  am 
arguing?  If  we  encourage  the  local  manu- 
facture of  woollens,  we  shall  create  a  local 
market ;  and  anything  done  in  that  direction 
is  in  favour  of  the  iprimary  producers. 

Mr.  Hedges. — We  every  year  import 
about  j^ioo.ooo  worth  of  spun  wool,  ready 
to  weave. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— If  honorable  members 
continue  to  advocate  the  old  free-trade  idea 
of  having  everything  manufactured  abroad, 
we  shall  never  have  wool  spun  or  woven 
here  to  any  extent.  I  readily  admit  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  sale  in  Australia  to 
meet  the  local  producticMi  of  wool ;  but  hon- 
orable members,  who  profess  such  sympathy 
with  the  primary  producers,  and  tell  us 


over  and  over  again  that  the  man  on 
land  is  taxed  cxi  every  item  lie  uses,  ought 
to  encourage  industries  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  wool-grower  gets  the 
same  price  for  his  wool  whether  it  be  sold 
here  or  anywhere  elsa  His  price  is  the 
world's  price,  and  if  all  were  made  up  here, 
he  would  not  get  a  penny  per  lb.  man 
for  his  wool. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— But  when  the  Austra- 
lian popuIati<m  increases,  as  we  ali  hope 
it  may — and  hundreds  of  millicms  of  people 
could  be  accommodated  here  

Mr.  Reid. — The  population  may  rise  to 

'100,000,000. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — Some  honorable  mem- 
bers seem  to  have  very  little  faith  in  their 
countrv,  whereas  my  belief  in  its  future  is 
absolute ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  duty  on  hats  and  caps  to  be  made 
out  of  wool  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.i5].-*-a  re- 
markable feature  of  discussicms  of  this 
character  is  the  want  of  unanimity  amongst 
protectionists  as  to  the  effect  of  duties.  In 
this  case,  as  in  many  others,  we  have  one 
honorable  member  declaring  that  a  duty 
does  not  increase  prices,  and  another  hon- 
orable member  admitting  that  a  dutv  may 
increase  prices,  but  defending  the  increase 
on  the  ground  of  the  employment  afforded 
to  local  producers.  It  is  obvious  that  we- 
cannot  have  two  opposite  effects  arising  from 
the  one  cause  at  the  same  time ;  we  can- 
not have  goods  both  increased  and  reduced 
in  price  simultaneously.  According  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman,  the 
effect  of  the  duty  under  discussiim  will 
not  be  to  increase  prices.  .  But,  if  that  be 
so,  what,  from  his  point  of  view,  is  tht 
object  of  the  duty,  seeing  that  the  only 
advantage  that  can  be  looked  for  by  ihe 
producers  is  an  increase  of  prices  over  those 
of  the  imported  and  admittedly  cheaper 
articles  alleged  to  be  made  by  sweated 
labour?  On  the  other  hand,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Hindmarsh  says  that 
probably  the  effect  of  the  duty  may  be 
to  increase  prices  by  2d.  or  3d.  per  cap — 
though  he  admits  that  these  caps  are  bought 
chiefly  by  the  wage-earning  and  poorer 
classes— and  he  gives  us  the  astonishing  in- 
formation that  by  paying  the  increased 
prices  purchasers  will  be  getting  the  articles 
cheaper.  I  may  have  some  mental  kink 
which  prevents  me  understanding  such  ar- 
guments, but  I  certainly  fail  to  see  how 
anybody  can  get  an  article  cheaper  by  pay 
ing  more  for  it.  However  these  are  the 
mutually  contradik^iQi^  ^Mj€HAQ\Qlopca.\ 
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statements  we  have  placed  before  us, 
and  I  draw  attrition  to  them  merely  to 
show  the  varied  grounds  on  which  increased 
duties  are  advocated.  Unquesticoiidily,  the 
^ect  of  this  duty  must  be  to  increase 
prices,  and  those  who  will  have  to  pay  are 
those  who  can  least  afford  to  do  so;  it  is 
the  poorer  classes  and  their  children  who 
will  have  to  suffer. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[4.17]. — I  shtHild  like  to  place  one  or  two 
facts  before  honorable  members  in  con- 
nexion with  this  item.  In  1903,  the  impor- 
tations were  valued  at  £S,ooo  odd ;  in  1904, 
at  II, 000  odd;  in  1905,  at;^2i,ooo  odd  ; 
in  1906,  at  ^£29,000  odd;  and  in  1907,  at 
least,  ;^3S,ooo  odd.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydnev  asked  why  the  Go- 
vernment did  not  propose  the  higher  duties 
at  the  commencement.  If  the  honorable 
member  had  heard  the  harrowing  picture 
drawn  by  the  deputation  which  waited  upon 
me — a  picture  which  I  was  convinced  was 
a  true  cme  of  the  conditions  und^r  which 
these  caps  are  manufactured — he  would 
probably  have  been  of  the  same  opinion  as 
myself.  There  is  no  doubt  that  caps  of 
this  character  have  been  imported  from 
Great  Britain  and  elsewhere,  with  the  effect 
of  throwing  our  own  people  out  of  employ- 
ment. Is  there  any  reascm  why  there 
should'be  a  low  Tariff,  and  why  caps  manu- 
factured under  sudi  conditions  should  be 
sent  to  Australia  when  they  can  be  manu- 
factured here  at  a  low  price  ?  The  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney  also  asked  why 
the  Government  had  not  had  the  "  pluck  " 
to  propose  an  ad  valcrem  duty  ?  But  surely 
there  is  no  absence  of  pluck  when  the  Go- 
vernment definitely  state  what  ihe  duty 
should  be  ? 

Mr,  Reid. — But  this  duty  is  suggested 
bv  the  Senate. 

'  Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes,  after 
the  most  careful  inquiry,  and  in  the  light 
of  information  supplied  by  manufacturers, 
who  stated  that  if  they  did  not  get  better 
protection  they  would  have  to  cease  opera- 
tions. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  is  an  old  story  ! 
Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.~But  it  is  a 
true  one. 

Mr.  Johnson. — It  is  not;  and  that  is 
the  trouble. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No  man 
can  accuse  me  of  being  biased,  because,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  looked  with  _great_  sus- 
picion on  many  of  the  high  duties  with  a 
desire  to  know  if  they  were  really  necessary 


in  the  interests  of  industries.  However, 
after  the  evidence  had  been  placed  bef(xe 
me,  it  appeared  to  me  that  unless  we  were 
prepared  to  do  something  to  help  this  in* 
dustry  we  should  hand  the  whole  of  the 
labour  over  to  the  sweated  dens  of  Loidon 
and  elsewhere.  That,  in  my  view,  would 
be  a  disastrous  result,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  these  articles  can  be  made  here 
from  good  Australian  stuff  at  prices  within 
the  reach  of  everybody. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Why  did  the  Govern- 
ment not  propose  an  ad  valorem  duty  ?  A 
fixed  duty  is  a  most  unfair  method  of  taxa- 
tion. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  a 
most  convenient  method  at  tiroes. 

Mr.  Reid. — As  the  item  stands,  valuable 
caps  will  come  in  at  a  lower  rate  than  the 

cheap  caps. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— There  can 
be  no  gainsaying  the  statement  that,  if  the 
Committee  refuse  to  give  proper  protectioD 
to  this  industry,  it  will  be  handed  over  to 
the  sweated  labour  <rf  other  countries. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Why,  then,  did  not 
the  Government  ask  for  these  rates  wbea 

it  introduced  the  Tariff  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have 
^ven  the  reasons.  In  four  years 
importation  of  these  articles  has  quad- 
rupled, and  the  simple  question  we  have 
to  dedde  is:  Shall  capa  continue  to  be 
made  here,  or  shall  they  be  made  abroad 
imder  the  ccHiditions  which  I  have  de- 
scribed? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  caps  are  made 
largely  by  machinery  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— If  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  had  read  the 
representations  made  to  me — into  which  I 
looked  very  carefully — he  would  be  satis- 
fied that  the  higher  rates  are  necessary  to 
maintain  an  industry  which  is  worth  main- 
taining, because  it  employs  our  own  people 
in  making  for  the  cwnmunity,  with  locallv- 
manufactured  material,  goods  which  can  &e 
sold  at  prices  within  every  one's  reach. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Senate  had 
no  right  to  make  the  request. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [4.23]— Many 
honorable  members  have  said  that  they  are 
opposed  to  the  fixed  duties,  and  would 
favour  higher  ad  valorem  rates.  I  hope 
that  the  fixed  duties  will  be  agreed  to ;  but 
I  ask,  Mr.   Ch^^^^@f^[^  the 
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event  of  the  requested  amendment  not 
being  made^  it  will  be  ix>ssible  to  move  to 
increase  the  ad  valorem  rates  ? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — No. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— The  honorable  member 
is  not  Chairman.  We  have  agreai  63  rates 
of  40  and  35  per  cait.  on  many  articles 
of  apparel  and  attire,  and,  although  I  do 
not  know  the  ratio  of  wages  cost  to  the 
value  of  made-up  caps  as  I  know  the  ratio 
in  regard  to  hats,  in  my  opinion  it  is  as 
great  as,  if  not  greater  than,  the  ratio  of 
wages  cost  to  the  value  of  other  articles  of 
apparel.  Why  then  should  we  give  the 
cap-making  industry  less  protection? 

Mr.  Reid. — With  filed  duties,  the  tax 
paid  on  articles  of  the  best  quality  is  no 
greater  than  that  paid  on  articles  of  the 
cheapest  quality. 

Mr.  TUDOR.— Silk  hats  do  not  come 
under  this  duty.  They  will  pay  rates  of 
35  and  30  per  cent,  j  but  I  tbhik  that  they 
should  be  taxed  as  highly  as  any  articles 
of  wearing  apparel.  The  Custwis  De- 
partment, however,  has  published  some 
peculiar  dedsions,  and  it  may  feel  justi- 
fied in  making  sUk  hats  dutiable  as  such 
articles.  The  caps  whidi  are  imported 
compete  against  the  productions  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  to  work  under  factraies 
legislation.  If  there  is  not  a  Wages  Board 
in  the  cap-making  industry,  it  shows  that 
there  is  not  much  sweating  in  the  industry 
here,  though,  of  course,  if  there  is  a 
Wages  Board  the  manufacturers  have  to 
pay  the  rates  required  by  it.  I  hope  that 
this  industry  will  be  given  the  pro- 
tection that  has  been  given  to  others,  so 
that  it  may  be  carried  on  under  fair  con- 
ditions. Some  h(Hiorable  members  have 
said  that  the  new  protection  is  dead.  By 
means  of  it  we  have  tried  to  do  smnething 
to  regulate  the  ccxiditions  of  employment, 
which  would  be  at»cdutely  irop(»sible  under 
free-trade. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  agree  with  any 
one  who  says  that  the  new  protection  is 
dead.     I  hope  that  it  is  noi  dead. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  honorable  membet 
who  was  leading  the  Opposition  last  week 
said  that  the  new  protection  was  dead. 

Mr.  Reid.— There  is  freedom  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  TUDOR.—I  trust  that  we  shall 
have  the  support  of  the  right  honorable 
gentleman,  and  of  many  other  members  of 
the  Opoosition,  to  proposals  for  giving 
the  workers  their  fair  share  of  protection. 

Afr.  Reid.— I  am  -with  the  honorable 
member  heart  and  soul  in  that. . 


Mr.  TUDOR.— That  can  be  done  if  the 
industry  is  properly  protected  j  but  it  will 
be  impossible  if  the  importation  of  caps  is 
not  prevented 

Question — That  the  words,  "7s.  per 
dozen  or,"  proposed  to  be  left  out,  stand 
part  of  the  requested  amendment  (item 
121,  requested  new  paragraph  e)  (Mr. 
McWiLUAUs'  modification)  —  put.  The 
Committee  divided. 


Ay^ 
Noes 


24 
18 


Majority 


Atks. 


Bkiiiford,  r.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  ]. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fatibairn,  G. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
('•room,  L.  £. 
Hall,  D.  R. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowdea,  E.  K. 
BrowD,  Thomas 
Vojttst,  Sir  John 
Foston,  Colonel 
Fraxer,  C.  E. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Johnson,  W.  £. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
McWilHams.  W.  J. 


Hedges,  W.  N. 
K.nojL,  W. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
O'Malley,  Xing 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

,  TeUen: 
Hutchison,  I. 
Matbcwi,  J. 


Noes. 


P«ge.  J- 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Thorn SOQ,  Dogald 

Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis.  Heary 

Tellers: 
Atkinson,  L. 
Liddell,  F. 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
McDougall,  T.  K. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Watkins,  D.  . 
Manger,  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
F  ishcr.  A, 
Harper,  R. 
Sampson,  S. 

Question  so  resolved  In  the  affirmative. 
Modification  negatived. 
Requested  ftmendinent  inade. 

Item  132.  Parasols,  Sunshades,  and  Umbrel- 
las, ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Make  the  duty  25  per  cent. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Austin  Chapman)  pro- 
posed— 


Irvine,  W.  H. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 
Buller,  G.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Livingston,  J. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Mahon,  H. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


That  the  requested  amen 
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Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [4-34]-— I  do 
not  wish  to  raise  a  constitutional  questicm ; 
but  I  point  out  that  we  are  getting  into, 
rather  dangerous  i^aces  in  allowing  rates 
of  duty  to  be  increased  in  this  vay.  I 
understand  that  20  per  cent,  is  the  rate 
which  was  fixed  by  the  Go^•eTnment 
original  Iv. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[4.35].— The  reason  actuating  the  Senate 
in  making  the  request  was  that  there  should 
be  a  small  margin.  That  seems  to  us  to 
be  a  fair  reason.  We  propose  to  meet 
the  Senate  further  on,  and  to  give  a  little 
more  margin,  by  reducing  other  duties  a 
little. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [4-3<5]-— H 
the  Government  would  be  as  ready  to  accept 
reductions  as  they  are  to  atxept  increases 
there  would  not  be  a  very  serious  ground 
of  complaint.  But  in  regard  to  all  the 
important  items  in  which  the  Senate  has 
carried  requests  for  a  reduction  of  duties, 
bitter  oppcsition  is  offered. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Not  on  all  of 
them. 

Mr.  REID.— It  Is  so  in  the  case 
of  a  large  number.  Many  insignificant 
items  are  allowed  to  go.  We  are 
coming  very  shortly  to  one  important  item, 
in  regard  to  which  there  will  prob- 
ably be  very  determined  opposition  offered 
by  the  Government  to  the  Senate's  request 
for  the  reduction  of  duties. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
l4-il]- — The  Government  had  fully  con- 
sidered the  Tariff  when  they  first  tabled  it. 
They  then  made  the  rates  as  high  as  they 
thought  consistent  with  their  protectionist 
ideas,  but  now  that  the  Senate  hps 
stepped  in,  and  assumed  a  right  to  in- 
crease the  taxatiOT  of  the  people,  the  Go- 
vernment have  accepted  their .  suggestions, 
and  made  them  part  of  their  policy.  This 
Ls  a  very  serious  matter,  as  in  the  other 
place  there  is  no  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  a  population  basis.  The  States 
will  be  heavily  taxed  by  the  proposed  in- 
creases. The  Government  should  make  a 
statement  to  satisfy  the  Committee  before 
accepting  a  policy  laid  down  by  another 
place.  The  people,  when  they  accepted  the 
Constitution,  had  no  intention  whatever  of 
conferring  upcm  the  Senate  the  right  to  in- 
crrase  the  burden  of  taxation.  TKe  ques- 
tion of  whether  a  proper  adjustment  of  the 
duties  is  now  proposed  is  anotiier  matter 
altogether.    The  Government  must  have 


fully  considered  the  Tariff  for  mwiths  be- 
fore they  brojught  it  down,  and  now  they 
make  the  adjustment-  of  the  duties  a  pre- 
text  for  the  acceptance  from  another  place 
of  a  policy  which  will  increase  taxatioi  cm 
the  people.  Let  them  stand  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  say  that  the  people  shall  be 
first  represented  before  increased  taxation 
is  imposed  npon  them.  I  shall  oppose  every 
increase  of  duty  asked  for  by  the  Senate 
upon  that  principle,  quite  apart  from  the 
question  of  adjustment.  Increases  of  taxa- 
tion should  not  be  made  by  a  body  of  men 
who  do  not  represent  the  people.  Tfiis  is 
the  people's  House. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — In  this  case,  a 
certain  mistake  was  made,  because  some  of 
the  raw  material  was  charged  at  the  same 
rate  as  the  finished  article. 

Mr.  DuGALD  ThomsoNv  —  The  Senate 
have  reduced  some  of  those  duties. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.  —  I  propose  to 
make  the  margin  greater  by  accepting  some 
of  those  reductions. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  It  is  quite 
within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  request, 
and  for  us  to  accept,  the  reduction  of  a 
duty. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Surely  we  are 
entitled  to  reconsider  the  matter  in  the  light 
of  informatim  which  we  get  from  them. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Minister 
could  not  have  received  more  information 
since  we  dealt  with  the  schedule  than  he 
ha  d  before.  He  has  had  the  same 
officers  at  his  elbow  all  through.  Yet  he 
now  accepts  a  proposal  to  increase  taxati(Mi 
from  a  body  which  has  no  right  whatever 
to  place  taxes  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
masses.  That  is  an  infring^nent  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  who  have  conferred 
upon  their  representatives  in  the  representa- 
tive chamber  alone  the  power  to  impose 
taxation.  The  smallest  State,  which  on 
a  population  basis  is  not  entitled  to  six 
members,  has  six  members  In  the  Senate, 
and  the  larger  States  have  no  more.  If 
the  Government  stand  by  the  proposed  in- 
crease they  will  be  sanctiCTiing  a  state  of 
things  which  is  contrary  to  the  principle 
of  representative  govenunent. 

Mr.  Crouch. — If  the  Soiate  are  im- 
posing the  tax,  why  are  we  discussing  it? 
The  tax  cannot  have  been  imposed  vet. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Senate 
have  suggested  the  increase,  and  the  Go- 
vernment are  adopting  it. 

Mr.  WzLKS.-^It  is  a  dictation,  and  not 
a  request.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— It  becomes  a 
dictation  in  the  end,  because  the  Senate 
can  refuse  to  pass  the  Bill  unless  we  ac- 
cept their  requests.  The  Constitution 
states  that  they  have  the  power  to  request 
amendments,  but  no  man  in  his  senses 
would  call  that  anything  else  than  a  power 
to  make  amendments,  because  they  have 
the  right  of  rejection  if  we  do  not  accede 
to  their  requests.  That  which  is  proposed 
takes  the  form  of  a  suggestion,  but  actually 
it  is  a  power  of  amendment.  The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  tocdt  a  very 
proper  course  in  bringing  that  question  be- 
fore the  House,  but  it  was  dismissed  in  a 
verv  un$atisfact(»y  maimer. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — It  w^H  come  up 
again  yet. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Govern- 
ment have  thereby  been  enabled  to  adopt 
these  proposals  to  increase  the  taxation  of 
rhe  people.  I  could  quite  understand  a 
State,  which  is  not  entitled  to  as  much 
representation  as  Victoria  or  New  South 
Wales  has,  being  satisfied  with  such  a  state 
of  things,  bat  what  about  the  great  masses 
of  the  people  who  live  in  those  two  States, 
and  upon  whom  this  increased  taxaticm  is 
enforced  without  thrir  havinp  proper  re- 
presentation in  the  matter?  The  Govern- 
ment with  their  majoritv  back  up  these 
suggestions,  and  say,  "  We  will  pass  them 
into  law  upon  party  lines."  I  do  not  re- 
gard this  as  a  party  question  at  all.  It  is 
a  question  for  the  people,  and,  quite  apait 
frwn  my  fiscal  beliefs,  I  regard  it  as  my 
duty  to  oppose  every  increase  proposed  by 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [4.42].— Does 
this  item  include  sticks  for  umbrellas? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  you  could  have  an  umbrella 
without  the  stick. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — I  thought  the  wood 
-was  perhaps  included  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  am  given  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  very  difficult  to  procure  in 
Australia  wood  suitable  for  the  making  of 
umbrella  sticks.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
most  of  them  have  to  be  imported.  I 
know  of  no  factory  in  Australia  at  pre- 
sent which  makes  the  silk  for  umbrellas. 
I  am  told  that  it  is  a  very  delicate  article 
of  manufacture,  and  requires  experts  to 
produce  it.  It  is  highly  improbable  that 
any  manufacture  of  'the  kind  will  be  en- 
fXHjrafled  in  the  Commonwealth  by  the 
imposition  of  this  duty.     Far  more  im- 


portant is  the  consideration  that  this  is  a 
tax  which  will  press  most  heavily,  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Robertson  said,  upon 
the  masses  of  the  people.  Those  who  use 
umbrellas,  parasols,  and  sunshades  are 
the  women  of  Australia.  A  woman  con- 
siders a  smishade  or  parasol  as  part  of  her 
daily  apparel.  She  will  not  leave  her 
home  without  it.  We  are  asked  to  impose 
a  still  greater  hardship  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  masses,  and  particularly  upon  the 
shoulders  of  our  wmien  folk.  A  wcnnan 
will  part  with  any  article  of  attire  rather 
than  with  her  parasol,  to  which  she  will 
cling  affectionately  until  the  last.  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  duty  should  be  in- 
creased, and  I  shall  vote  against  the  re- 
quest. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.45].— We  have 
had  the  pleasure  to-day,  for  the  first  time, 
of  having  the  Minister  who  controls  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  Customs,  in 
charge  of  the  Tariff  schedule.  I  am  very 
glad  that  he  is  now  in  charge  of  what  is 
really  his  proper  work.  But,  like  most 
chairmen,  when  he  gives  a  reascxi  he  gets 
into  trouble.  My  experience  as  chsirman 
is  that  when  one  ^ves  a  reason  the  trouble 
starts.  The  Minister  has  given  a  reason 
for  the  increase  of  this  duty,  and  on  that 
ground,  and  not  on  the  question  of  the 
amount  of  the  duty,  I  intend  to  quarrel 
with  him.  He  said  that  the  Government 
would  agree  to  the  25  per  cent,  so  as  to 
give  a  margin  between  the  duty  on  the 
article  frcro  which  the  umbrella  or  parasol 
was  made,  and  that  on  the  finished  article 
itself.  He  forgot  to  state  that  already  his 
kind  friends  in  the  Senate  whom  he  allows 
to  juggle  with  the  Tariff  as  they  like,  have 
decreased  the  duty  on  silk  piece  goods  by 
5  and  xo  per  cent.,  accOTding  to  the  coun- 
try of  origin.  He  now  wants  to  spring 
another  5  per  cent,  on  the  GC»npIeted  um- 
brella, and  so  in  a  roundabout  manner  he 
is  getting  oa  behalf  of  the  umbrella  and 
parasol  makers  10  per  cent,  greater  pro- 
tection than  they  had  when  the  schedule 
left  this  Chamber.  The  duty  on  this  article 
was  then  20  per  cent.,  and  that  on  silk 
piece  goods  was  20  per  cent.  The  duty 
(Ml  the  latter  is  to  be  reduced  to  15  per 
cent.  (General  Tariff),  whilst  the  duty  on 
the  umbrellas  is  to  be  raised  to  25  per 
cent.  On  a  previous  item  the  Minister 
made  a  most  pathetk:  appeal  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  prevmt  shoddy  articles  from 
coming  into  Australia.  But  Ke  is  making 
no  provision  in  this  case  against  the  im- 
portaticKi  of  th^.|Jj9^^3G0bgfe  ^  '° 
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protect  the  Australian  manufacturer  of 
umtvellas  or  parascris  against  the  sweated 
parasol  mak»^  of  Germany  or  elsewhm. 
If  his  argument  on  the  previous  item  was 
a  strcmg  one,  why  does  he  not  propose  in 
tins  case  the  altenuUive  duty  which  he  is 
so  fond  of?  The  reasons  which  the  Min- 
ister gave  for  suppwting  this  increase  are 
not  sound.  As  an  Australian,  I,  equally 
with  the  h(Xi(»-able  member,  want  to  see 
these  articles  manufactured  here.  I  said 
months  ago  that  I  would  support  the  new 
protection,  and  that  if  it  beoune  law  one 
of  my  strongest  objections  to  the  policy  of 
protectim  would  cease.  I  never  did  want 
to  be  a  buyer  of  fweign  articles ;  but  I  de- 
sire those  who  make  the  articles,  and  not 
only  the  owners  of  factories,  to  get  Uie 
benefit  of  a  protective  policy.  The  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Custcnas  in  his  appeal  to 
the  Committee  said  that  the  materials  of 
which  umbrellas  are  made  are  imported. 
Why  does  he  a&  a  protectionist  ask  Aus- 
tralian parasc^  manufacturers  to  use  im- 
ported piece  goods?  Why  does  he  not 
ask  tiiem  to  use  materials  made  in  Aus- 
tralia? If  it  is  right  to  encourage  the 
Australian  umbrella  or  parasol  maker, 
t  cannot  understand  the  honwable  gentle- 
man, as  a  protectionist,  turning  round  and 
pleading  that  the  reason  why  he  wants  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  to  .allow  something 
for  the  duty  he  has  on  the  piece  goods.  I 
ask  him  to  tell  me  why  it  is  not  possible  to 
make  here  the  piece  goods  out  of  which 
umbrellas  are  made,  and  thus  give  further 
employment.  The  ordinary  parasol,  or  sun- 
shade, or  umbrella  is  not  made  from  silk, 
but  from  a  mixture.  I  cannot  understand 
the  attitude  of  tha  Minister  on  this  matter. 
If  I  am  compelled  to  swallow  a  duty  of 
120  per  cent,  on  the  caps  and  hats  of  the 
masses,  I  can  well  afford  to  swallow  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  parasols,  sunshades, 
and  umbrellas.  But,  in  my  c^inion,  the 
reasons  given  by  the  Minister  in  favour  of 
this  moticHi  are  absurd. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4.51].— The 
reason  which  was  furnished  by  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  for  the  accept- 
ance of  this  request  was  certainly  a  very 
lame  one.  In  face  of  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  a  decrease  proposed  in  the  duty 
upOTi  the  materials  frwn  which  umbreiks 
are  made,  he  said  that  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  give  the  makers  a  larger  margin  of 
protecticm  than  before  by  an  incre::se  of 
dutv.  The  explanation  of  the  Minister  is 
altogether  too  thin.  I  venture  to  tfiink  that, 
when  they  proposed  the  original  duty,  the 


Goverimient  had  just  as  much  information 
in  their  possession  as  they  have  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Under  the  old  Tariff,  the  duty 
cm  this  item  was  20  per  cent. ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment asked  this  House  to  agree  to  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapuan. — Under  the  old 
Tariff,  the  duty  on  silk  was  r5  per  cent. 

Sir  John  Forkst. — Twenty  per  cent,  is 
what  the  Tariff  Commission  recommended 
on  parasols. 

'Mr.  JOHNSOX.— The  Tarifif  Commis- 
sion took  the  evidence  of  those  who,  of 
course,  were  interested  in  making  out  as 
good  a  case  as  they  possibly  could,  and 
the  protectionist  section  recommended  a 
duty  not  exceeding  20  per  cent.  I  fail  to  see 
that  the  Minister  has  advanced  any  argu- 
ment in  support  of  an  increase  of  the  duty 
to  25  per  cent.  The  honoraWe  member  foe 
Robertson  was  perfectly  right  when  he 
twitted  the  Goveriunent  with  their  easy  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Senate's  demands  for  in- 
creases of  duties.  I  think  that,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  prestige  of  this  House  and  its 
right  to  keep  control  of  the  public  purse, 
the  Treasurer  should  have  resisted  all  at- 
tempts at  increased  taxation  from  that 
quarter.  The  reason  which  his  colleague 
has  advanced  for  the  acceptance  of  this 
particular  increase  of. duty  is  <me  which 
should  not  ccmimend  itself  to  any  honorable 
member  possessing  a  grain  of  sense. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [4.54]— I 
gather  that  the  Ministry  have  no  reascm  for 
increasing  this  duty  except  that  nobody  is 
to  be  permitted  to  escape,  whether  he 
wishes  to  come  out  of  the  wet  or  to  keep 
out  of  the  dry.  Scxite  time  ago,  we  passed 
a  duty  which  had  the  effect  of  preventing 
persons  in  drought -stricken  areas  from 
getting  fodder  for  their  siarving  stock. 
When  we,  on  that  occasion,  feared  far  too 
much  dry  weather,  they  refused  to  allow 
the  products  of  the  elements  in  other  parts 
of  the  world  to  come  to  our  rescue.  In  this 
case,  where  we  are  threatened  with  too 
much  wet,  it  is  only  natural,  I  presume, 
that  the  Government  should  be  doing  alt 
they  can  to  make  the  unfortunate  victims 
of  the  elements  suffer. 

^fr.  LiDDELL. — It  is  scandalous  to  in- 
crease a  duty  on  such  articles. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  wanton. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  is  scandalous,  and  I 
think  that  it  could  also  be  described  as 
wan'.on.  But  I  do  not  complain  of  the 
motion  on  that  ground,  because  it  is  the 
only  thing  which  one  could  expect  from  the 
present  Government.  (^r^^rvT*^ 
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■  Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4.56]— 
In  my  opinion,  the  Government  are  not  act- 
ing very  OMisistently  in  agreeing  to  the 
Soiate's  request  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  no  good  reason  for  doing  so.  The 
A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  the  same 
duty  as  under  the  Tariff  of  1901-2,  znd 
the  Government  submitted  to  tl^  House  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — As  the  duty  on 
silk  under  the  old  Tariff  was  15  per  cent., 
there  was  a  margin  of  5  per  cent. 

,  Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  was  all 
the  better  for  the  manufacturers  of  these 
articles.  The  Government  ptopose  to  give  a 
further  mar^  of  5  per  cent.  now.  I  should 
have  thought  that  if  they  really  wished  to 
encourage  the  local  production  of  umbrellas 
and  parasols  they  would  have  allowed  the 
raw  material  to  come  in  at  a  low  rate  in 
order  that  the  local  makers  should  be  able 
to  compete  with  the  imported  articles. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — But  as  silk  is 
the  raw  material  for  many  other  articles, 
and  we  have  to  keep  a  fair  duty  on  those 
articles,  we  must  give  a  little  more  protec- 
tion on  parasols  and  umbrellas. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— Whatever  the 
Government  may  think"  now,  they  could  not 
have  held  that  view  when  they  introduced 
the  Tariff,  because  they  proposed  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  on  silk,  although  the  A  s^- 
tion  of  the  Tariff  Commission  had  recran- 
mended  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.,  the  same  as 
under  the  Tariff  of  1901-2.  Evidently  they 
intoided  that,  as  regarded  their  raw  ma* 
terial  of  silk,  there  should  be  no  margin 
left  for  the  manufacturers  of  parasols. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  Senate  go 
further  in  the  interests  of  protection.  They 
vrant  to  reduce  the  duty  on  silk  by  5  per 
cent. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— That  will  help 
the  local  manufacturers  of  parasols  and 
umbrellas. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  we  increase 
the  duty  on  parasols  and  umbrellas  by  5 
per  cent,  that  will  help  them,  too. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.  —  That  will 
Tnake  the  protection  16  per  cent. ,  but  when 
the  Government  introduced  the  Tariff  they 
did  not  allow  any  margin.  I  hope  that  the 
Government  will  not  press  the  motion,  as, 
in  mv  opinion,  thev  have  not  made  out  a 
tase  for  agreeing  with  the  Senate's  request. 

Question — That  tlie  requested  amend- 
ment,, making  the!  duty  ,  on  Parasols,  &c.. 


(item  122)  25  per  cent.,  be  made  — 

The  CcHnmittee  divided. 

Ayes     ...          ...  ...  26 

Noes     ...         ...  ...  ■  19 


put. 


Majwity 


Bkmford,  F.  W. 
Batcbelor,  £.'  L. 
Can,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
K airbairn,  G. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Groom.  L.  E, 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 


Ans. 

Kdox,  W. 

Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,'  J. 
O'Ualley,  King 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 


Tellers: 
Coon,  J. 
Storrer,  D. 

Nas.  . 

McWilliams,  W.  J. 

Page,  J. 
Peid,  G.  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Tellers: 
Liddell,  F. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 

pAnn. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Brown,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Wilson,  T.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Livingston,  J. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Irvine,  Hans 
Mahon.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  123.  Piece  Goods,  vk.  1 — 
(a)  Woollen  or  containing  wool,  n.e.i.,  and 
rubbered  waterproof  cloth  of  any  ma- 
terial, ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  35  per 
cent. ;  and  on  and  after  13th  Novem- 
ber, 19071  30  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after 
13th  November,  1907,  2^  per  cent. 

Request. — Leave  out  "  and  rubbered  water- 
proof cloth  of  any  material." 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monoro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Custoxns) 
[5.3]. — In  this  case  the  Smate  has  re- 
quested the  omissitMi  of  certain  words  with 
.1  view  to  the  insertion  of  a  new  paragraph 
dealing  with  rubbered  waterproof  cloth. 
If  honorable  members  will  refer  to  the 
requested  new  paragraphs-. on  page  13  of 
the  schedule  th^gifoaiky^a^isigl^  better 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Prown,  Thomas 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 

Harper,  R. 
Chanter,  J.  M. . 
Kingston,  0.  C. 
McDougall,  1.  K. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Watkins,  D. 
Manger,  S. 
CatU,  J.  H. 
Fisher,  A 
Sampwn,  S. 
Hutchison,  J. 
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arrangement  of  the  duties  can  be  made  in 
that  way.  The  suggesti<ni  is  a  good  one, 
and  the  reasons  for  its  adoption  must  be 
very  evident  to  b(yiorabIe  members.  I 
move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Motion  agreed  ta 
Requested  amendment  made. 
Item  123.   Piece  Goods,  viz.  : — 

(b)  Piece  goods,  woollen  or  containing  wool, 
viz.,  women'i  and  children's  dicss 
goods  not  weighing  over  5  ounces  per 
square  yard,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
35  per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after  13U1 
November,  1907,  15  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,  and  on  and 
after  lath  November,  1907,  10  per 
cent. 

Request. — Leave  out  the  words  "  viz., 
women's  and  children's  dress  goods,  line  3." 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Cust(»ns) 
[5.4].— I  move- 
That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  Reid. — Is  this  a  request  for  the 
reducti<Hi  of  a  duty  f 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  thought  so. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is  in 
accordance  with  the  principle  which  the 
honorable  member  has  laid  down.  We 
wish  to  retain  the  limitation  to  wwnen's 
and  children's  dress  goods,  because  then 
we  exclude  all  light  piece  goods  which  are 
used  in  the  production  of  men's  wear,  and 
which  there  is  every  probability  of  getting 
manufactured  here.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
these  piece  goods  are  being  manufactured 
here  now,  and  machinery  is  b«ng  put  in, 

Mr.  Kelly. — Where  is  it  being  done? 

Mr,  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  being 
done  in  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Kelly.— In  what  part? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.-I  am  in- 
formed that  it  is  b^g  done  in  Sydney. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Can  the  Minister  tell  us 
defimtely  in  what  part  of  Sydn^  it  is 
being  done? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  believe 
that  the  article  is  being  produced  at  the 
Parramatta  Woollen  Mills.  I  understand 
that  a  lot  of  machinery  is  being  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  output. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  proves  that  the  duty 
imixwed  by  this  House  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN— It  is  not 
so  much  a  question  of  altering  the  late  of 
dutv  as  it  is  of  omitting  the  words  I  have 
indicated.  I  ask  the  Ccmmittee  not  to 
accede  to  the  request  of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [5.7].— I 
wish  to  submit  an  amendment  with  a  view 
to  making  the  meaning  of  this  paragraph 
perfectly  clear.  Honorable  members  will 
recollect  that  when  the  Tariff  was  previously 
\xaAex  consideration  in  this  Chan^r,  in 
my  efforts  to  obtain  a  certam  sdentific 
method  of  dealing  with  the  dress  goods  of 
wcxnen  and  children^  I  suggested  the  adoip- 
tion  of  the  weight  system.  That  may  not 
be  a  perfect  system,  but  at  least  it  repre- 
sents a  step  in  advan{£.  I  included  in  my 
proposal  everything  in  the  way.  of  dress 
goods  known  as  "printed"  or  "dyed" 
flanneh.  These^  as  hcmorable  members  are 
aware,  are  imported  exclusively  from 
Fxance.  They  are  not  produced  in  America 
or  Great  Britain.  Of  course,  underclothing 
can  be  made  frcHU  these  materials  just  as 
it  can  be  made  from  silk,  but  the  cost  in- 
TOlved  in  local  manufacture  would  be  very 
great.  I  have  here  several  samples  of  Vic- 
torian flannels.  One  is  sold  at  yd.  per 
yard,  another  at  y^d.,  another  at  8d.,  still 
another  at  S^d.,  and  some  darker  shades  at 
a  less  sum. 

Mr.  Henry  Willis. — Is  the  honorable 
member  quoting  the  wholesale  prices? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— No;  I  am  speaking 
of  the  retail  prices.  It  is  possible  to  get 
a  very  good  flannel  at  a  cost  ranging  from 
8d.  to  lod.  per  yard.  Of  course,  these  are 
essentially  djess  goods,  but  unless  the  posi- 
tion be  made  perfectly  clear,  I  fear  that 
the  Customs  Department  will  regard  these 
miateriais  as  flannels,  and  charge  a  higher 
duty  upon  them.  This  consideration  leads 
me  to  ask,  "What  is  flannel?"  According 
to  my  reading,  flannel  includes  any  mate- 
rial made  of  wool  from  the  finest  texture  up 
to  the  thickest  blanket.  From  Newne's 
Technological  and  Scientific  Dictionary^  I 
learn  that — 

Flannelette  is  made  of  a  cotton  warp  and  a 
woollen  weft. 

Later  both  the  weft  and  the  warp  were 
made  of  cotton  only.  In  Bartholomew's 
Atlas  of  the  World's  Commerce,  I  find  the 
following  definitit»i  of  flannel — 

Flannel  is  a  kind  of  woollen  fabric  composed 
of  carded  fibres  lightly  fulled.  Ordinary  flannel 
is  woven  of  loosely*spun  yani. 

The  (Hilv  other  definition  of  the  word  that 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  is  from  the 
British  Encyclopeedia  for  1898,  which  con- 
tains the  following — 

Flannel  {French  ftanelle,  German  flamel),  ma 
open  woollen  slufF  of  various  degrees  of  fineness, 
from  patent  flannel,  which  dpes  not  shrink  in 
wudiine,  to  bai«,  t^l^fp|^^i^(ORg«lc«»"« 
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■tuff,  or  6annel  with  a  long  napi  first  iatroduced 
into  England,  together  with  serge,  by  the 
Flemings.  Domett  is  another  variety  of  flannel, 
the  warp  of  which  is  made  of  cotton,  and  the 
woof  of  wool.  .  .  .  The  manufacture  of 
flannel  is  almost  the  same  as  fhat  of  other  wooU 
len  goods,  though  there  are  certain  wools  which 
are  more  used  for  flannel  than  for  any  other 
textiles.  For  instance,  a  short  staple  wool  of 
fine  quality  from  a  Southdown  variety  of  the 
Sussex  breed  is  principally  in  favour  with  the 
flannel -makers  at  Rochdale,  ai  also  the  wool 
from  the  Norfolk  breed,  a  cross  between  the 
Southdown  and  Norfolk  sheep.  In  Wales  the 
short-staple  wool  of  the  mountain  sheep  is  tised, 
and  in  Ireland  that  of  the  Wicklow  variety  of 
the  Cottagh  breed.  Nearly  3,000  persons  are 
employed  in  this  section  of  woollen  manufac- 
tures, the  chief  seat  of  the  industry  being  Roch- 
dale, in  Lancashire;  while  blankets,  a  special 
branch  of  the  SanncI  trade,  are  exteonvely 
woven  at  Dewsbury,  in  Yorkshire. 

These  quotations  will  serve  to  shon  that 
the  definition  of  flannel  is  almost  as  wide  as 
the  world.  '  Any  material  made  of  wool 
loosely  woven  may  come  under  that  desig- 
nation. Of  course,  nobody  would  dream  of 
calling  delicate  tissues  such  as  flannel 
merino,  flannel  serge,  amazonia,  superior 
cashmere,  crepe  mikado,  and  crepe  stella, 
flannels.  These  have  their  differentiations, 
and  are  well  known. 

Mr.  Reid. — In  the  form  in  which  the 
Taxiff  left  this  Chamber,  under  what  classi- 
fication would  they  ccvne  ? 

Mr.  MALONEY. — They  would  be  classi- 
fied as  "women's  and  children's  dress  goods 
not  weighing  over  5  oz.  per  square  yard." 
In  order  to  make  the  position  perfectly 
clear,  however,  I  move — 

That  the  following  modification  be  added  : — 
"But  that  after  the  word  'yard'  the  words  *  in- 
cluding women's  and  children's  dress  flannels' " 
be  inserted. 

That  these  materials  are  flannels  no  one  can 
gainsay,  but  my  fxnnt  is  that  they  are  used 
entirely  for  external  personal  adornment.  In 
this  connexion  we  should  recollect  that  some 
dyes  are  injurious — in  France  the  wearing 
of  dyed  stockings  has  resulted  in  three 
deaths  within  a  single  week.  No  argument 
therefore  is  necessar>'  to  show  honorable 
members  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  these 
flannels  being  used  for  imderwear. 

Mr.  DuGAU)  Thomson. — Are  all  of 
them  dyed? 

Mr.  MALONEY.—Yes ;  and  in  very  fast 
colours.  We  cannot  manufacture  this  par- 
ticular type  of  goods.  The  duty  proposed 
IS  purely  a  revenue  impost.  I  am  altogether 
opposed  to  revenue;  duties,  but  I  recognise 
that  during  the  coitinuance  of  the  Braddon 
blot  the  ComoKXivealth  must  have  revenue. 


Mr.  Page. — Cannot  these  flannels  be 
made  in  Australia? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  am  informed  that 
they  cannot. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  surprised  to  learn  that 
they  cannot  be  made  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— So  was  I.  But  I 
am  more  surprised  that  a  State  with  the 
potentialities  of  Queensland  cannot  manu- 
facture them.  The  only  way  in  which  they 
can  be  produced  in  Australia  is  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  State  workshop  iot  the 
manufacture  of  such  fabrics.  But  the  cost 
that  would  be  involved  in  such  an  under- 
taking would  be  so  great  that  it  would  prac- 
tically wipe  out  the  splendid  record  that 
we  have  established  in  coimexion  with  the 
manufacture  of  locomotives  at  Newiport. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Would  the  admissicm  of 
these  goods  at  a  reduced  rate  affect  the 
consiunption  of  Australian  made  fabrics? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— We  cannot  manufac- 
ture these  goods  in  the  Cc«nm«iwealth.  I 
wish  that  we  could.  Of  course,  we  shall 
be  able  to  do  so  by-and-by,  when  we  pes* 
sess  a  large  populatioi,  and  havs  estab- 
lished State  workshops. 

Mr.  TuDOB. — Will  not  the  admissitwi  of 
these  goods  at  a  low  rate  of  duty  enable 
them  to  cranpete  with  articles  that  are  being 
manufactured  in  the  Conunonwealth  ? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  have  not  had  one 
sample  of  these  flannels  made  in  Australia 
submitted  to  me. 

Mr.  Tudor. — But  it  is  quite  possible  that 
thev  may  take  the  place  of  s«ne  article 
which  is  being  made  here. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Some  of  these  mate- 
rials range  in  price  from  8d.  per  yard  to 
5d.  per  yard. 

Mr.  Reid. — Why  should  not  men's  mate- 
rials be  admitted  upMi  similar  terms? 

Mr.  MALONEY. — A  far  greater  variety 
of  tweeds  are  used  by  men  than  women. 
The  woollen  mills  have  been  established 
rather  for  the  manufacture  of  the  cloth 
from  which  men's  clothing  is  made 
than  for  wranen's  goods.  Women's 
fancy  ranges  over  a  greatw  variety  of 
colours  and  patterns  than  does  the  taste 
of  the  more  sober-garbed  sex. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  honorable  members  are  in  order 
in  producing  in  the  Chamber  the  samples 
which  are  being  handed  round  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  is  quite  in  order, 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.20].— I  am 
sorry  that  the  honorable-memb«|  has  ob- 
jected  to   the>^>^M»abl«0<^pt^  for 
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Melbourne  bringing  samples  into  the  Cham- 
ber. They  look  very  pretty.  I-  am 
sure  that  we  should  not  object  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Hunter  bringing  in 
samples  of  pills  and  drugs.  For  the  life 
of  me,  I  cannot  understand  how  it  is  that 
the  great  city  of  Melbourne  cannot 'produce 
machinery  for  the  printing  of  these 
coloured  flannds.  Nor  can  I  understand 
why  the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne, 
of  all  people,  is  anxious  to  have  these 
goods  imported  practically  free. 

Mr.  MAZX>NKy. — No,  at  15  and  xo  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  practically  free. 

Mr.  PAGE. — What  are  duties  of  15  per 
cent,  on  material  like  the  sample  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  which  could  be  used  for  the 
kilt  of  a  Scotchman?  The  honorable  mem- 
ber says  that  these  goods  ran  be  usi^d  only 
for  female  attire.  I  must  admit  that, 
though  I  have  known  some  pretty  "  loud  " 
gentlemen  in  my  time,  I  have  never  known 
one  who  would  wear  things  like  these.  I 
cannot  see  why  these  goods  cannot  be 
printed  in  Melbourne.  If  machinery  can 
be  built  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
for  printing  flannels,  it  ought  to  be  pos- 
sible, by  the  impositicMi  of  a  protective 
dutv,  to  enable  them  to  be  printed  here. 
Surely  the  hMwrabte  member  for  Mel- 
bourne is  lacking  in  his  duty  to  his  con"^ 
stituents  in  not  asking  for  a  higher  duty 
on  these  goods,  because  he  is  one  of  those 
who  is  tisually  satisfied  that  anything  can 
be  made  in  this  city  so  long  as  the  duty  is 
sufBdaitly  high.  However,  I  shall  assist 
my  bcKKvable  friend  in  what  he  desires  to 
do,  because  I  wish  to  reduce  duties  cm  the 
clothing  yrom  by  ladies.  I  like  to  see  them 
in  pretty  frocks,  and  I  want  to  see  the 
wives,  sisters,  and  children  of  the  working 
men  of  this  country  wearing  as  good  and 
tasteful  material  as  is  worn  by  women  in 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.27].— The 
Government  have  accepted  so  many  of  the 
Senate's  requests  that  I  cannot  see  why 
they  should  stick  at  tiiis  one,  which  leaves 
the  principle  of  the  Tariff  intact  as  it  went 
from  this  House ;  because  it  leaves  in  the 
essential  words  "  not  weighing  over  5  ozs. 
per  square  yard."  In  practical  adminis- 
tration, how  could  there  be  a  distinction  in 
regard  to  the  same  material  of  the  same 
weight,  on  a  question  as  to  whether  it  was  to 
he  used  for  women's  and  children's  dresses, 
or  fot  other  purposes  ?  How  could  the 
Customs  defeat  the  introduction  of  these 
materials,   weighing  under  5  ozs.  to  the 


square  yard,  as  women's  and  diildren's 

goods,  even  if  after  they  left  the  Customs 
House  they  were  to  be  used  in  some  other 
way  ? 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  could  not  be 
used  for  making  men's  suits. 

Mr.  R£1D. — Many  of  them  might  be 
used,  not  for  outside  clothing,  but  far 
underclothing  for  men  as  well  as  for 
women.  If  these  materials  can  only  be 
used  fox  women  and  children,  th^  is  no 
necessity  to  leave  the  wwds  in;  but  if 
they  can  be  used  otherwise,  leaving  the 
wOTds  in  would  do  no  good,  because  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  material  being 
used  for  t^her  purposes  after  the  goods 
leave  the  Customs  House.  I  think  the 
Senate's  requested  amendment  is  an  ad- 
visable one. 

Mr.  Maloney. — To  leave  the  words  out 
would  permit  of  a  quantity  of  tweeds  of 
fine  texture  being  introduced  at  a  lower 
rate  of  duty,  although  they  could  be  used 
for  men's  clothing. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  think  that  in  any 
of  the  materials  of  which  sample  have 
been  produced  could  be  used  for  external 
clothing  for  men— except  perhaps  a  very 
few.  Since  so  many  of  the  Senate's  re- 
quests have  been  accepted  so  far,  I  am 
quite  agreeable  to  accept  this  one. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [5.29].  —  My 
feeling  is  in  favour  of  the  proposed  modi- 
fication ;  but  I  can  assure  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  that  there  is  a  little 
inconsistency  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
Tariff  is  administered  by  the  Department. 
I  have  a  statement  from  one  of  the  large 
Customs  agents  in  Melbourne  who  says 

that- 
Fancy  printed  flanneli,  even  when  women's 
and  children's  dress  goods  under  5  ounces  per 
square  yard,  are  to  be  classified  as  flannels  at 
20  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom)  and  35  per  cent. 
(foTcign).  Formerly  thev  were  given  at  xo  per 
rent.  (United  Kingdom)  and  1$  per  cent, 
(foreign). 

That  order  was  issued  by  the  CwnptroUer- 
General  only  on  the  9th  inst.  It  is  clear 
therefore  that  the  feeling  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  rather  in  the  directitxi  of  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Melbourne — ^that  is,  of  a  reduction  of  the 
duty.  Probably  the  Minister  is  perstxi- 
ally  aware  of  the  order  issued  by  the  Cc«np- 
troUer-General.  The  Departmental  officers 
apparently  hold  the  \iew  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  differentiaticxi. 

Mr.  Reid. — Was  the  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Customs  were  cha^gragbKAitjCI&gfiS  way  ? 
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Mr.  Hums  Cook.— It  is  done  under  a 
provision  of  the  Custcxus  Act 

Mr.  Reid. — Surely  no  ooe  in  the  De- 
partment  could  override  a  distinct  decision 
of  this  House. 

Mr..  KNOX. — There  is  evidently  some 
inconsistency  in  ccmnexitxi  with  the  admini- 
stration. I  shall'  supp(»t  the  bonOTable 
member  for  Melbourne. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [s-a^]  — 
I  had  heard  that  a  firm  in  Melbowne  im- 
portii^  winter  goods  had  been  paying  15 
per  cent.,  but  within  the  last  few  days 
have  been  diarged  double  that  rate, 
namely,  30  per  cent.  Of  course  all  these 
goods  oome  from  a  foreign  country » 
namely,  France.  I  hope  that  the  leadn 
of  the  Opposition  will  agree  with  the  Go- 
Temment  in  eliminating  the  Senate's  sug- 
gesti(»i,  so  as  to  make  a  distinction  in  the 
case  of  wanen's  and  children's  materials. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[t.33]. — I  proproe  to  accept  the  modifica- 
tron  prt^xwed  by  the  honcM-able  member  for 
Melbmime,  which  defines  moifi  clearly  what 
the  intaiti<xi  of  the  Tariff  was. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— What  is  the  hon- 
orable member's  proposed  modification? 

.The  CHAIRMAN.— The  proposal  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  is, 
after  the  word  **  yard,"  to  insert  the  words 
"  including  women's  and  children's  dress 
flarmels.** 

Mr.  Tudor. — Is  it  proposed  to  leave  in 
the  words  that  the  Senate  suggested  should 
be  struck  out? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Yes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  is 
that  the  Senate's  amendment  be  not  made, 
but  that  the  following  modification  be 
added :  "  including  women's  and  chil- 
drai's  dress  flumels." 

Mr.  W.  h!  Irvine.— I  do  not  see 
exactly  how  we  can  do  what  is  proposed. 
We  may  reject,  accept,  or  modify  a  re- 
quested amendment,  but  I  understand  that 
the  proposal  now  made  is  that  we  should 
reject  the  am«idment  requested  by  the 
Senate,  and  proceed  to  add  to  the  item. 
That,  I  sutmiit,  cannot  be  done. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  motion  sub- 
mitted bv  Uie  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms IS  that  the  Senate's  suggestion  be  not 
made.  The  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne proposes  as  an  amendment  to  more 
the  insertion  of  certain  words  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  words  that  we  hai-e  been  asked 
to  dniit. 


Mr.  Reid. — I  am  afraid  that  there  is  a 
serious  difficulty  in  the  way  of  our  doing 
what  is  proposed.  It  is  open  to  us  to  re- 
ject the  requested  amendment  providing  for 
the  CHOiission  of  certain  words,  and  to  in- 
sert other  words  which  would  be  an  amend- 
ment or  modification  of  that  request;  but 
I  fear  that  it  is  not  open  to  us,  under  cover 
of  rejecting  the  Senate's  request,  to  amend 
the  item  as  originally  passed  by  this  House. 
If  the  proposal  made  by  the  hcHiorable 
member  for  Melbourne  is  in  any  sense  an 
acceptance  of  any  part  of  the  Senate's  re- 
quest it  is  in  order,  but  if  it  is  not  we  can- 
not take  advantage  of  a  request  which  we 
are  discarding  to  review  our  own  work 
before  the  Tariff  was  sent  to  another  place. 
The  proposal  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  is  an  excellent  one,  but 
I  am  afraid  that  it  is  in  no  way  an  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Senate's  request. 

Mr.  Maloney. — On  the  point  of  order 
that  has  been  raised,  I  should  like  to  ex- 
plain that  from  what  I  know  of  the  debate 
which  took  place  on  this  item  in  another 
place,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  adoption  of 
the  request  that  these  wwds  should  be 
eliminated  would  not  give  effect  to  the 
object  which  honorable  senators  had  in  view 
in  making  it.  We  have  had  frcmi  the 
central  office  of  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Customs  a  decision  which  treats  as 
flannels  materials  which  are  not  so  regarded 
in  the  trade.  My  proposal  is  simply  de- 
signed to  carry  out  what  I  believe  the 
Senate  had  in  view  in  preferring  this  re- 
quest, and  if  my  informatitm  be  correct,  the 
modification  I  suggest  will  be  indorsed  bv 
it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  been  endea- 
vouring, as  far  as  possible,  to  avoid  any 
infringement  of  the  Standing  Orders,  but 
-in  dealing  with  the  Tariff  it  is  difficult  ver}- 
often  to  detennine  what  does  and  what 
does  not  cotk  within  them.  In  this  case 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  desires  that  the  i;em 
shall  cover  not  merely  dress  goods  made 
of  flarmei,  but  other  dress  materials  weigh- 
ing not  more  than  5  ozs.  to  the  square  yard. 
By  inserting  the  word  "  including  "  before 
the  word  "  women's,"  and  substituting  the 
word  "  flannels  "  for  "  goods,"  we  should 
overconie  the  difficulty  so  far  as  flannel 
goods  are  concerned,  but  we  should  not 
deal  with  materials  that  are  not  flannels. 
So  far  as  I  can  see  at  present,  if  we  desire 
to  carry  out  the  honorable  membCT's' object 
there,  is  fTW- J^^i,^  ^^(l^ij^^r  than 
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that  which  has  been  proposed,  and  I  have 
therefore  accepted  his  amendment. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Do  I  understand, 
-Mr.  Chairmani  that  we  are  not  godng  to 
accept  the  Senate's  amendment  ?  It  we  are 
not,  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  add  other 
words  to  the  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  can  either  ac- 
cept, disagree  with,  or  modify  a  requested 
amendnJBnt,  and  I  accept  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne's  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  the  Senate's  proposal. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOIS  (North 
Sydney)  [5.44]. — The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  might  accomplish  his  pur- 
pose by  proposing  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  includmg  women's  and  children's  dress 
flannels,"  after  the  words  which  the  Sen- 
ate has  requested  us  to  omit.  I  think  that 
the  object  of  the  Senate  was  to  include  in 
this  item  all  woollen  piece  goods  weighing 
under  5  ounces  per  square  yard.  The  Mini- 
ister  proposes  tliat  we  should  reject  that  re- 
quest, and  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne now  proposes  that  we  should  extend 
the  item,  although  not  to  the  extent  desired 
by  another  place,  by  bringing  within  it 
women's  and  children's  dress  flannels.  I 
think  that  his  modification  would  be  in 
order,  since  it  would  be  really  an  amend- 
ment of  the  request  made  by  another  place. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [5.45]-— 
By  leave  of  the  Committes,  I  desire  to 
amend  my  amendment,  as  suggested  by  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney. 

ModiHcaticHi  amended  accordingly,  and 
agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  123,  para- 
graph c  and  paragraph  d  (Piece  Goods), 
made. 

Item  123.  Piece  Goods,  viz.  : — 


(F)  Piece  goods,  n.e.i.,  other  thui  of  wool 
OT  silk,  suitable  for  humsn  apparel  or 
to  be  worn  in  ccoQcxioo  with  tlie 
human  body,  having  on  one  or  both 
sides  a  teased,  treated,  combed, 
fluffed  or  raised  nap  or  surface  in 
imitation  of  or  resembling  flannel  in 
feel  or  appearance,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent,  and  on  and  after 
14th  November,  1907,  10  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent.,  and 
on  and  after  I4tli  November,  1907,  5 
per  cent. 

Request.— TAaVe  the  duty  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Mr.    AUSTIN     CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[5-471— I  move- 
That  the  requested  amendmeDt  be  not  made. 


This  item  refers  to  flannelette,  which  the 
Senate  desires  shall  be  dutiable  at  the  same 
rate  as  are  other  piece  goods  in  the  schedule 
as  passed  by  this  House.  The  making  of 
such  an  amoidiE^t  would  involve  a  loss  of 
;^i'i,ooo  per  annum,  and  I  consequently 
ask  the  Cnnmittee  to  reject  it. 

Ut.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.48].— This 
is  a  convenient  stage  at  whidi  ta  obtain 
some  information  from  the  Minister  as  to 
what  will  be  the  effect  upon  the  general 
revenue  of  the  Senate's  requested  amend- 
ments. I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
will  lead  to  the  revenue  from  the  Tariff 
being  greatly  increased.  If  that  be  so,  the 
argument  raised  as  to  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  this  requested  amendment  is  of 
scarcely  any  fotct.  I  understand  that  the 
total  increases  proposed  by  the  S^iate  will 
mean  an  enormous  expansi(xi  of  the  revenue 
from  the  Tariff,  which  is  already  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  Treasurer's  anticipations.  In 
such  circimistances,  we  might  reasonably 
agree  to  an  incidental  reduction  of  a  re- 
venue duty.  This  proposal  will  not  affect 
protection.  The  woollen  industry  of  Aus- 
tralia is  protected  under  a  different  item. 
This  item  relates  to  cheap  kinds  of  apparel, 
in  the  manufacture  of  which  wool  is  not 
used.  I  should  think  that  the  protectionists 
would  be  disposed  to  encourage  the  intro- 
ducticxi  of  raw  material  which  is  not  pro- 
duced here. 

Mr.  Mathews. — But  flannelette  might 
come  into  competition  with  goods  that  we 
do  produce. 

Mr.  REID.— We  must  not  forget  that 
the  effect  of  the  Senate's  amendment  would 
bs  to  encourage  the  manufacture  in  Aus- 
tralia of  articles  made  of  flannelette.  If 
we  allow  a  raw  material  which  we  do  not 
produce  to  cixne  in  free,  we  shall  encourage 
the  manufacture  of  the  finished  article  here. 
There  is  no  fiscal  question  involved  in  this 
case,  and  I  should  think  it  would  be  the 
desire  of  hcmorable  members  generally  to 
provide  for  the  freest  entrance  into  Australia 
of  raw  materials  that  are  not  made  here. 
The  amount  of  duty  involved  is  only 
about  ;£i:,ooo,  and  as  that  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  a  serious  loss,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  revenue  has  increased  by 
this  Tariff  to  the  extent  of  about 
jQz ,  000 , 000 ,  t  he  Comm  i t  tee  might  wel  1 
agree  to  accept  the  reduction  proposed. 

Mr.  STORRER  (Bass)  [5.52]— I  hope 
the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  the  re- 
quested amendment.  If  I  had  my  way  I 
would  pn^ibit  the  sale  of  flaimelctte. 
Every  day  we  heg]^,,?!,  ^j^i^o^gl^ren 
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being  burnt  to  death  as  a  result  of  the 
use  of  clothing  inade  from  this  material. 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  has 
pointed  out  that  when  first  introduced 
there  was  some  wool  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  flannelette,  but  it  is  now  manufac- 
tured entirely  from  cotton.  Many  people 
who  use  it  are  not  aware  of  that  fact.  It 
is  more  inflammable  than  calico,  and  its 
use  is  a  danger  to  the  whole  community. 
I  should  like  to  see  its  importatim  pro- 
hibited, and,  at  any  rate,  as  some  dbeck. 
upon  the  importation  of  fiannelette  we 
should  adhere  to  cur  former  decision  as 
to  the  duty  to  be  imposed  upon  it 

Mr.  PoYNTCN. — Ought  we  to  encourage 
the  distribution  of  matches? 

Mr.  STORRER.— They  should  be  dis- 
tributed with  very  ^at  care.  If  I  had 
my  way  I  would  increase  the  price  of 
matches  in  order  tliat  people  might  be 
induced  to  be  more  careful  in  their  use. 

Mr.  PoYNTON.— Oug^it  we  to  go  bade 
to  the  old  flint  and  tinder  ? 

Mr.  STORRER;— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grey,  who,  as  a  free-trader,  is  as 
hard  as  flint,  might  be  excused  for  doing 
so.  I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  ad- 
here to  its  former  decision  in  this  matter 
as  affordii^  seme  protection  against  the 
use  of  flannelette,  and  also  because  it 
comes  into  competition  with  the  genuine 
woollen  article  which  is  made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [5.54]. 
— If  the  hcmorable  member  for  Bass  had 
pn^xised  a  modification  of  the  requested 
amendment  fixing  the  duty  at  500  per 
cent.  I  should  have  been  prepared  to  sup- 
port him,  but  in  the  circumstances  in 
whidi  we  are  placed,  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney,  that  we  should  make  this  item 
free.  It  is  simply  a  farce  to  go  on  im- 
posing duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent,  on 
articles  which  are  universally  used.  As 
people  will  use  flan:ielette,  they  should  be 
allowed  to  get  it  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

Mr.  Mathews. — We  might  as  wdl  give 
a  preference  to  the  Old  Countn'. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  should  prefer 
to  pTt^ilMt  the  importation  of  this  ma- 
terial altogether,  but  as  that  cannot  be 
done;  and  as  I  believe  that  the  right  hcmor- 
able  member  for  East  Sydney  has  stated 
the  position  correctly,  I  am  prepared  to 
support  the  amendment  requested  by  the 
Senate. 

Questi(Xi — That  the  requested  amend- 
ments, making  the  duty  on  item  123  (Piece 


Goods),  paragraph  r  (General  TariJFf),  5  per 
cent.,  (United  Kingdcwn),  free,  be  not  made 
— put.    The  CcHnmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


25 
16 


Majority 


Atkinson,  L. 
Carr.  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  ]. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Groom,  L,  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Hatchelor.  £.  L. 
Brown,  Thomks 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Chanter,  J.  M. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Mauger,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 


Arts. 


Knox,  \V. 

Malonev.  W.  R.  N. 
Page.  j. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Salmon.  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storret,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  r,.  . 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Bam  ford,  F.  W.  - 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


Noes. 


Liddell,  F. 
Mathews,  J. 
Rcid,  G.  H. 
Thomson,  Duijald 
Willis.  Henry 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Thomas,  J. 


Pairs. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Edwards,  R. 

Fuller,  G.  W. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Calls,  J.  H. 
Poynton,  A. 


Question  so  resolved  in  tha  affirmative. 
Requested  amendments  not  made. 

Item  123.  Piece  Goods,  viz.  : — 


Request. — Insert  following  sew  paragiagh— 
*'  (G)  Rubbered  waterproof  cloth — 

(i)  Woollen  or  containing  wool,  ad 
Tal.  (General  Tariff)  35  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent. 

(a)  Silk  or  containing  silk,  but  not 
containing  wool,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff,  30  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  25  per  cent. 

(3)  N.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
20  per  cent,  j  (United  King* 
dom),  15  per  cent." 

Requested  amendment  inserting  new 
paragraph  g  (i)  made. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Austin  Chapman) 
agreed  to — 

That  the  requested  amendment  inserting  new 
paragraph  G  (a)  be  made,  with  a  modificatton 
altering  the  duties  to  (Geperal  Tariff).  35  per 
cent.;  (United  Kb^dffidi)»'^$t0^iC 
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Ifotion   (by    Mr.    Austin  Chapman) 

proposed — 

That  the  requested  amendment  inserting  new' 
paragraph  G  (3)  be  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [5.59]. 
■ — I  wish  to  ask  the  Minister  whether  cel- 
luIcHd  goods  would  be  iiKiuded  under  the 
pn^s«]  new  paragraph.  I  understand 
that  the  Minister  intends  to  prc^ibit  the 
imputation  of  celluloid  goods.  Beftne 
any  action  is  taken  in  that  direction,  we 
should  be  given  some  reasons  for  the  course 
proposed.  If  celluloid  goods  are  not 
covered  by  this  paragraph,  information  can- 
not be  given  at  this  stage,  but  I  should  like 
to  know  what  action  the  Govenunent  pro- 
pose to  take  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[6.1]. — Celluloid  goods  would  not  ,be 
Govered  by  the  proposed  new  paragraph. 
The  honcvable  member  for  Calare  is  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  I  propose  to  prohitnt 
the  importation  of  all  such  goods.  They  are 
of  a  very  inflammable  character,  and  I  am 
seriously  considering  the  desirability  of  pre- 
venting the  introduction  of  celluloid  eye 
shades  and  other  articles  of  that  kind. 

M(^ion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  124.  Waddings  mnd  Cottoo  Wool,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  ceat.,  and  on  and  after 
t4th  November,  1907,  free;  (United  Kingdom)* 
15  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  14th  November, 

1907,  free. 

Request. — Insert  "a.e.i."  after  the  word 
"Wool,"  and  make  the  dutv  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent.;  (United  Kingoom),  15  percent. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Austin  Chapuan) 
proposed — 

That  the  tequested  amendments  be  made. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.4]— We 
should  have  some  explanation  for  the  mo- 
tion submitted  by  the  Minisler.  As  the 
item  passed  this  House,  the  duty  imposed 
under  the  General  Tariff  was  20  per  cent., 
and  on  and  after  14th  November,  1907, 
free.  We  are  requested  by  the  Senate  to 
impose  a  duty  under  the  General  Tariff  of 
20  per  cent.,  and  the  Minister,  without  a 
word  of  explanation,  submits  a  motion  to 
accept  the  requested  amendment.  I  can- 
not understand  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  view  of  the  fact  that  when  this 
iton  was  last  before  us,  there  was  a  l(H)g 
and  important  discussion  before  we  decided 
to  make  it  free. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Cottcm  wool  is 
manufactured  in  Australia^ 


Mr.  LIDDEXX.— I  should  like  to  see  a 
specimen  of  locally-manufactuxed  cottoo 
wool  whidi  would  be  of  any  service  frooi  a 

surreal  point  of  view. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[6.6]. — This  item  does  not  affect  surgical 
c»tton  wool,  which  comes  in  free  under  item 
442.  I  am  further  advised  that  the  wad- 
ding referred  to  in  the  item  now  qndo' 
discussion,  is  used  by  jewellers  i<x  paddog, 
dressing  windows,  and  so  forth,  and  is.  as 
I  have  said,,  manufsctuied  in  the  Commoa- 
wealth. 

Sir  John  Fokrest. — Where? 
Mr.  AUSTIN   CHAPMAN.— In-  Vic- 
toria. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[6.7]. — I  h<^  the  Committee  will  accede  to 
the  request  made  bv  the  Senate,  because 
this  cotton  wadding  is  largely  maimfictoied 
in  Victoria  fr(»a  Queensland  cotton. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Is  the  honcwable  member 
not  speaking  solely  of  tailors'  cotton  wool? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  speaking  of 
wadding  and  cotton  wool,  for  die  manufac- 
ture of  which  there  is  a  large  establishment 
in  Melbourne,  employing  a  great  number  of 
hands.  The  article  pradooed  is  of  the  best 
sold  in  Australia;  and  I  may  say  that» 
although  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent  woe 
suggested,  the  finn  I  refer  to  have  made  no 
attempt  to  raise  prices,  which  axe  the  same 
as  those  prevaiiing  for  the  imported  sr- 
ticle.  I  feel  certain  that  if  the  honorable 
men^ier  for  Hunter  had  seen  this  locally- 
manufactured  cotton  wool*  for  surgical  pur- 
poses, he  would  be  much  more  satisfied  than 
be  appears  to  be  now.  In  the  item  iust  dis- 
posed of,  I  gave  a  oonsotent  vote,  because 
I  know  that  the  manufacture  of  flannelette 
from  ootton  is  not  carried  on  hexe;  but  ui 
the  present  instancei  when  we  tutve  the 
means  of  manufacturing  sufficient  wadding 
and  cottwi  wool  fw  the  whole  coosumptkn 
of  Australia,  a  dutv  ought  to  be  imposed. 
I  have  a  particular  interest  in  a  certain  line 
of  business ;  and  I  can  assure  honorable 
members  that,  if  it  were  not  f«  the  know- 
ledge that  iprices  will  not  be  nused,  I  should 
not  be  found  \'Oting  for  this  duty  on  an 
article,  a  good  deal  of  which  men  and 
women  carry  about  with  than  in  their 
clothing,  though  they  may  not  be  aware  <rf 
the  fact. 

Sir  ToHN  Forrest. — How  mudi  is  in*- 

ported  ? 

Mr.  Austin  Chaphan.— I  have  not  the 
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-  Mr.  KEtLY  (Wentworth)  [6.10].— The 
bcmorable  mniiber  for  Melbourne  Ports  has 
given  no  reasons  why  this  duty  should  be 
imposed.  What  may  appeat  to  him  as  ex- 
cellent reasons  for  a  duty  now,  probably 
^pe&lod  to  him  six  months  ago,  whoi  tibe 
commodity  was  made  free. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  can  assure  the  homx- 
able  member  that  I  did  not  then  know  that 
the  commodity  was  manufactured  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber reverses  his  vote  only  because  he  finds 
that  the  commodity  is  manufactured  here. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  have  altered  my 
opini<»i  because  I  find  that  wadding  and 
cotton  wool  are  manufactured  here  of  as 
good  a  quality,  and  are  sold  at  as  cheap  a 
rate,  as  are  the  imported  articles. 

Mr.  KELLY.  —  The  fact  that  these 
articles  have  been  manufactured  here  free 
of  duty  seems  to  show  that  there  is  no 
necessity  to  impose  additicuial  taxation. 
The  honorable  mwnber  for  Melbourne 
Ports  has  not  only  to  satisfy  himself  whoi 
he  seeks  to  reverse  our  vote,  but  also  to 
satisfy  honorable  members  generally ;  his 
duty  must  be  to  convert  those  protecticmists 
who  voted  fat  this  it^  being  free. 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  was  made  free  on 
the  voices. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Quite  so;  it  was  an  item 
which  everybody  was  satisfied  ought  to  be 
free,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  .WOTth  talk- 
ing about.  Has  tlie  honorable  member  suf. 
ficient  specific  evidence  to  justify  the  Coti- 
mittee  in  reversing  its  verdict?  It  would 
stultify  the  whole  Committee  if  the  pre- 
vious vote  were  reversed  in  the  absence  of 
further  information. 

Mr.  Hutchison.: — There  is  a  firm  mak- 
ing wadding  and  cotton  wool  now. 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  firm  may  consist  of 
one  man  and  a  boy. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — But  the  number  may 
increase  to  fifty  men  and  fifty  boys. 

Mr.  KELLY.— We  know  there  are  "in- 
dustries, employing  tens  of  thousands  of 
people,  who  do  not  receive  much  considera- 
tion, while  other  industries,  employing 
perhaps,  two  men  and  a  boy,  are  favoured 
with  high  duties.  Further  evidence  is  cer- 
tainly nee^  before  a  duty  is  imposed  in 
the  present  instance.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  Ports  has  told  us  that,  if 
he  thought  the  duty  would  increase  prices, 
he  would  vote  against  the  Senate's  request ; 
and  that  is  slightly  irrational,  becau.se,  if 
the  prices  are  not  increased,  how  can  the 
duty  .benefit  the  local  industry?    1  fed 


ctxifidrat  that  the  Cmnmittee  will  not  re* 
verse  its  vote  on  the  flimsy  reasoning  ad- 
van(%d  by  the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  UDDELL  (Hunter)  [6.16].  I 
should  like  to  have  stxne  clear  statement 
fnKD  the  Minister  in  regard  to  this  iteni. 
The  honorable  gentleman  has  very  kindly 
pointed  out  that  under  item  442,  "  Medi- 
cated and  Absorbent  Wool  and  Surgical 
Dressings  ' '  are  free.  But  I  am  exercised 
in  my  mind  by  the  fact  that  enormous  quan- 
tities of  this  wool  are  used  in  hospitals; 
and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  desire  an 
explanation  of  what  is  exactly  meant  by 
this  item.  I  am  now  speaking  as  the 
mouthpiece  of  people  connected  with  the 
trade,  who  have  written  to  me;  and  I 
can  say  that  when  it  was  dedd«]  to  have 
c»tt(xi  wool  admitted  free,  t^ere  was  gene- 
ral satisfaction.  If  T  am  given  an  assur- 
ance that  cotton  wool  for  surgical  dressing 
is  free,  I  shall  be  -perfectlv  satisfied. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Edeii- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[6.18]. — If  the  h(xiorable  member  will  turn 
to  item  443  of  the  Tariff,  he  will  find  it 
there  set  forth  that  "  Medicated  and  Ab* 
sorbent  Wool  and  Surgical  Dressings  "  are 
free.  1  believe  that,  in  the  first  instance, 
a  duty  of  xo  per  cent,  was  pnqxMed,  but, 
on  the  moticKi  of  the  honorable  memb^  for 
Hunt^,  the  item  was  made  free.  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  Senate's  request  relates 
to  "Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool  ne.i.," 
which,  of  course,  means  wadding  and  cot- 
torx  wool  not  included  in  item  442,  thus 
leaving  the  material  fox  surgical  dressings 
free. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — In  what  industry 
are  these  waddings  and  cotton  wools  used  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— They  are 
used  in  many  ways;  but  i>rincipally  for 
packing  jewellery,  decorating  windows, 
stuffing  furniture,  and  so  forth.  This  sort 
of  wadding  and  cotton  wool,  but  not  the 
medicated  and  surgical  wool,  is  manufac- 
tured in  Australia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Surgical  cotton  wool  is 
manufactured  here  now,  and  large  quanti- 
ties are  sold  to  Melbourne  hospitals. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  is 
news  to  me.  At  any  rate,  surgical  cotton 
wool  is  free,  and  the  Government  do  not 
propose  to  interfere  with  that  item. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Koovong)  [6.19].— I  hap- 
pen  to  know  a  good  deal  about  this  indus- 
try, whidh  has  been  started  here  by  Messrs. 
Laycock,  Sot,  and  NettleCtxi,  who  are  very 
capable  men  from  Bradford.  If  there  is 
any  industry  ^5^^,  ^^Pogfe*^^  " 
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natural  to  the  country  and  worthy  of  sup- 
port, it  is  the  industry  now  under  discus- 
sion- I  can  assure  the  C<xnmittee  from  a 
close  knowledge  of  the  undertaking — in 
which  I  have  no  personal  interest — that 
they  have  put  at  least  ;^5o,ooo  into 
machinery. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson. — Surely  not. 

Mr.  KNOX.— They  have  embarked  that 
sum  in  the  industry. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  many 
persons  do  they  employ? 

Mr.  KNOX. — For  many  years  they  have 
been  known  in  connexion  with  this  work. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  legitimate  departures 
which  have  been  made  of  late  years,  and  I 
think  that  we  shall  be  justified  in  acceding 
to 'the  Senate's  request. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [6.31].— 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  do  not  tu>ld  to  our 
former  opinicxns.  I  notice  that  the  A  sec- 
lion  of  the  Tariff  Commission — an  inquiry 
which  cost  a  large  sum — recommended  that 
the  duty  should  be  5  per  cent.  If  the 
wadding  and  cottcm  wool  industry  is  such 
an  imtportant  one  that,  according  to 
the  last  speaker,  some  persons  have  in- 
vested a  large  sum  in  it,  it  seems  strange 
that  the  Tariff  CcHnmission  did  not  elicit 
any  informati(»i  in  that  r^a^d.  Under 
the  Tariff  of  19OX-2,  wadding  and  cotton 
wool  .were  free.  The  A  section  of 
the  Tariff  Conmission  recommended  a  duty 
of  5  per  cent.,  and,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  the  B  secticHi  desired  a  duty  of  10 
per  cent.  The  Government  proposed  duties 
of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.,  but  this 
Committee,  when  considering  the  matter 
some  mcHiths  ago,  decided  to  make  these 
articles  free,  and  now,  at  the  request  of  the 
Senate, it  is  asked  to  restore  the  former  duties 
of  20  and  15  per  cent.  Surely  the  experience 
we  are  having  all  along  the  line  shows  how 
unfortunate  it  was  that  the  decision  in  re- 
gard to  the  power  of  the  Senate  should  have 
been  the  means,  as  it  is  in  this  case,  of 
placing  additional  burdens  upon  the  people 
— a  power  which  it  was  not  intended  to 
have,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  does  not 
possess.  I  hope  thalt  the  Minister  of  Trade 
and  Custrans  will  be  more  moderate,  and 
will  not  insist  upon  asking  the  Committee 
to  restore  the  old  duties  of  15  and  20  per 
cent.,  which  it  deliberately  dedded  strae 
time  ago  that  it  would  not  have.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  intend  to  support  the  present 
motion. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [6.24]. 
— Cottcm  wool  is  a  misnomer,  because  the 
article  contains  no  wool.     Cotton  waste 


would  be  a  better  term  to  use.  In  Aus- 
tralia both  wadding  and  cotton  wool  can 
be  made.  In  Queensland,  I  have  seen  very 
good  cotton  btfing  turned  out. 

Sir  John  Fobrest. — Why  did  we  decide 
this  matter  differently  the  other  day  ? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  did  not  know 
then  that  any  one  in  Australia  could  manu- 
facture such  a  simple  article  as  waddings 
I  should  think  that  it  was  one  of  the  easiest 
things  to  make.  It  has  not  to  undergo  a 
very  elaborate  process.  In  Queensland, 
cotton  is  being  grown  profitably.  I  saw 
some  growing  at  Ipswich. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  do  not  grow 
much. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— We  grow  a  good 
quantity  at  the  present  time,  and  we  could 
grow  a  great  d«il  mote.  When  I  went  to 
see  the  Ipswich  cotton  mill,  I  was  rather 
surprised  to  find  that  they  were  allowii^ 
all  the  machinery  to  lie  idle.  They  simply 
separated  the  seeds  and  distributed  them 
to  the  farmers,  but  did  very  little  with  the 
cotton  except  by  way  of  exportation,  al- 
though _  thev  had  splendid  machinery  for 
iwoducing  cotton  goods. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— In  1906,  we  ex- 
ported ^^36 1  worth  of  raw  cotton. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— How  much  raw 
cotton  have  we  imported?  There  is  no 
necessity  to  import  cotton  wadding,  as  it 
is  a  very  simple  process  to  convert  cotton 
into  that  article. 

Mr.  Mathews. — A  lot  of  machinery  is 
required,  though. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  machinery  is 
not  very  extensive,  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  very  good  cotton  is  being  turned  out 
in  Queensland. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hon- 
orable member  think  that  they  cah  pay  a 
price  for  the  cotton  and  produce  the  wad- 
ding? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  think  sa 
Mr.  LiDDELL. — It  has  all  to  be  d<xie  by 
hand. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  not  done  by 
hand,  and  if  the  honorable  member  wishes 
to  know  about  the  industry,  he  should  go  to 
Ipswich. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — I  have  read  up  the  sub- 
ject in  the  Library. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— I  have  sezn  cotton 
imported  from  America  and  made  into  cot- 
tcm goods.  I  am  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  process  of  manufacture.  In  Ip- 
swidi,  the  farmers  were  making  far  more 
out  of  the  growth  of  cotton  than  they  could 
make  out  of  the  P0^g^?iO:f^fe  The 
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industry  of  growing  co«on  in  Australia  has 
berai  established.  An  unlimited  quantity  of 
the  article  will  be  grown  some  day,  and  I 
think  that  it  is  ver^  wise  on  the  Minister's 
part  to  ask  the  Ccxnniittee  to  accept  the 
Senate's  request. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  shall  have  to 
levy  a  duty  <xi  the  raw  material  ffH*  some 
years. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— There  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should,  as  cottcm  is  being  pro- 
duced here.  The  mcMnent  that  there  is  a 
good  market,  it  will  be  produced  in  larger 
quantities. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — How  much  do  they 
grow  in  Queensland? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— In  Queensland 
they  were  realizing  over  jQs  an  acre  from 
the  production  of  cott<xi.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  Western  Australia  that  much  per 
acre  would  be  realized  from  cereals. 

SHtmg  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [7.45].— This 
proposed  reversal  of  the  matured  opinion 
of  the  Committee  requires  a  larger  attend- 
ance. I  think  we  ought  to  have  a  quorum. 
I  take  this  step  in  no  disagreeable  spirit, 
but  solely  because  the  Ccwnmittee  is  revers- 
ing its  decision.  {(Quorum  formed.']  We 
are  entitled  to  some  explanaticm  of  the 
change  of  attitude  of  a  number  of  honor- 
able members,  and,  in  fact,  of  the  Com- 
mittee generally,  <x\  this  item.  It  is  scwne- 
what  extraordinary  that,  without  any  ex- 
planation whatever,  the  Cc»nmittee  should 
now  be  prepared  to  re-impose  a  duty  origin- 
ally brought  in  by  the  Government,  and  re- 
moved by  the  Committee  on  a  previous 
occasion  absolutely  without  discussion. 
The  honorable  member  for  Kooyong  stated 
that  there  was  a  private  concern  established, 
I  presume  in  Melbourne,  which  had  in- 
vested a  sum  of  ;^50,ooo. 

Mr.  Knox. — In  the  manufacture  of 
blankets  and  of  this  article. 

Mr.  KELLY. — But  the  honorable  mem- 
ber did  not  state  how  much  of  that  money 
was  invested  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
wool,  or  the  number  of  men  and  boys  em- 
ployed in  that  branch  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Knox. — I  am  sorry  T  do  not  know. 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  is  the  whole  posi- 
XioR  in  a  nutshell.  Nobody  knows.  1  pre- 
sume that  the  honorable  member  knew  as 
much  six  months  ago  as  he  dots  now  ! 

Mr.  Knox.  —  This  item  was  slipped 
through  la^  time. 


Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  think  the  hon- 
orable member  is  serious  in  stating  that  he 
did  not  know  that  the  duty  was  removed 
fasta  an  item  of  this  importance  by  a  pro- 
tecti(xiist  Government.  There  seems  to  be 
a  mysterious  companv  

Mr.  Mathews. — There  is  nothing  mys- 
terious about  them.   They  are  tangible. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Then  the  company  is 
actually  in  exist«ic«?  Its  whole  capital  is 
;£5o,ooo,  and  it  has  many  sides  of  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Knox. — I  should  think  its  capital 
was  much  more  than  that. 

'Mr.  KELLY.— Then  I  think  it  is  due  to 
the  Committee  that  the  honwable  manber 
for  Koc^ong,  sines  he  is  reversing  his 
vote  — 

Mr.  Knox. — There  was  no  vote. 

Mr.  KELLY. — When  an  item  is  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  with  a  duty  on  it, 
and  that  duty  is  taken  off,  no  one  offering 
any  objecticHi,  it  is  a  novel  view  of  par- 
liamentary procedure  to  say  that  no '  vote 
was  taken.  It  was  competent  for  any  hon- 
orable member  to  obiect  to  the  removal  of 
the  duty  just  as  it  is  competent  now  for 
any  member  to  object  to  its  going  on  again. 
T  wish  to  find  some  reason  for  this  sudden 
change  of  front  on  the  psrt  of  the  Cwn- 
mittee.  It  is  stated  that  this  mysterious 
company  

Mr.  Stohrer. — It  is  not  mysterious ;  it 
is  quite  respectable. 

Mr.  KELLY. — It  is  possible  for  a  thing 
to  be  both.  The  honorable  member,  for 
Instance,  would  answer  both  descriptions. 

Mr.  Storrer. — I  like  to  hear  the  hcmor- 
able  member  running  down  a  respectable 
Sydney  firm. 

Mr.  KELLY,— Then  is  this  a  Sydney 
firm? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman.  —  One  of  the 
leading  firms  in  Sydney. 

Mr,  Knox. — And  in  Brisbane,  too. 

Mr.  KELLY.— What  is  the  name  of  the 
firm? 

Mr.  Knox. — ^Lay(xx:k,  Son,  and  Nettle- 
ton. 

Mr,  Storrer. -^Kent -street,  Sydney. 
Mr.    KELLY. — Do   they  manufacture 
cotton  wool  in  Kent-street,  Sydney?' 
Mr.  Storrer. — Yes. 

Mr.  KELLY. — How  many  men  and  boys 
do  they  employ  in  that  work? 
Mr.  Pace. — 750. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  am  willing  to  challenge 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong  as  to 
his  knowledge  05,g^fei^bP@t)0gR«' 
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Committee  changes  front  in  this  reckless, 
wantcm  way,  the  proceedings  practically  de- 
generate into  a  farce.  To  the  average, 
simple  member  of  the  Committee,  it  is  stag- 
gering. I  object  to  a  number  of  stalwart 
protectionists,  wlu>  six  mmths  ago  agreed  to 
make  the  item  free,  novir  changing  their 
opinitwi  without  any  real  proof  b^g  given 
of  the  assertions  made.  The  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong,  as  a  representative 
of  the  commercial  community  here,  must 
have  known  six  months  ago  of  the  existence 
of  this  most  unportant  and  mysterious  fixm. 
It  manufactures  blankets,  and,  incidentally, 
cotton  wool,  and  because  of  that  the  Com- 
mittee is  going  to  stultify  itself  in  the  eyes 
of  the  pecmle  o£  Australia.  If  the  Ccun- 
mittee  is  determined  to  stultify  itself,  I 
suppose  it  will  do  so,  but  I  should  be  sorry 
to  be  in  the  position  of  honorable  members 
who  are  now  prepared  to  reverse  their  votes 
without  any  tangible  valid  reasons,  and  to 
show  themselves  to  be  men  without  solid 
convictions. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [7.55]. — The  Government  took 
credit  last  year  for  introducing  a  scientific 
Tariff,  and  they  now  take  further  credit  for 
accepting  improvements  suggested  by  the 
Senate,  which  will  make  it  still  more  scien- 
tific. When  we  examine  this  and  a  related 
item,  we  find  a  most  extraordinary  instance 
of  scientific  construction.  The  Government 
apparently  desire,  and  have  sought  by  other 
methods,  to  encourage  the  cotton-growing 
industry  in  Australia.  To  assist  the  manu- 
facture of  cottMi  yarn  they  have  imposed 
duties  of  15  per  cent,  (general  Tariff),  and 
io  per  cent  (United  Kingdom).  .  Bui  they 
i-egard  the  producticm  of  cotton  wool,  which 
is  a  mere  by-iproduct  of  the  cotton  industry, 
as  of  such  great  importance,  and  their 
Tariff  is  made  so  scientific,  that  they  pro- 
pose a  higher  duty — 20  per  cent. — on  the 
waste.  That  is  a  most  extraordinary  system 
to  be  called  scientific.  If  cotton  can  be 
produced  payably  in  Queensland  or  else- 
where— a  fact  not  yet  bv  any  means  proved, 
because  there  is  a  great  labour  difficulty  in 
connexion  with  it — and  the  Government  de- 
sire to  encourage  the  indlistries  which  flow 
from  .that  production,  which  should  they 
protect  most?  Surely  the  yam,  which  is 
the  basis  of  the  weaving  industry.  But 
they  propose  instead  to  encourage  the  pro- 
ducticxt  of  the  cottcm  waste,  as  it  is  very 
well  called,  by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent., 
while  they  impose  duties  of  only  15  and  10 
per  cent,  on  the  yam — and  I  understand 
that  even  those  are  suspended  until  there  is 


sufficient  iproduction  of  yarn  in  Australia  to 
justify  their  imposition.  The  Minister  haS 
not  explained  that.  It  is  a  most  extraor- 
dinary grading  of  the  Tariff.  If  the  yam 
should  have  duties  of  only  15  and  10  pex 
cent.,  this  item  should  dther  be  free  or  beat 
a  duty  of  scHxiething  like  5  per  cent.,  even 
from  a  protectionist  stand-pcwnt.  In  ac- 
cepting this  request,  the  Minister  is  not  im- 
proving his  Tariff  by  means  of,  Senate  sug- 
gestions, as  he  indicated  was  his  desire,  but 
is  actually  creating  anomalies,  and  produc- 
ing an  undesirable  difference  between  the 
pajtially  finished  product — cotton  yarn — 
and  the  Mere  waste  product  of  the  industry 
— cotton  wool.  I  intend  to  oppose  the  pro- 
posal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.0].— The 
Minister  should  certainly  give  the  Commit- 
tee some  reasonable  explanation  of  his  pro- 
posal to  accept  a  request  for  an  increase  in 
the  taxation  upon  the  backs  of  the  people. 
Where  is  this  sort  of  thing  going  to  end? 
Are  not  the  Government  going  to  assert  the 
eminent  right  of  this  Chamber  to  control 
the  public  purse,  or  are  we  to  submit  to 
every  demand  of  the  Senate  for  the  in- 
dexing of  taxation?  The  Minister  should 
give  tiie  Committee  a  reasonable,  sensible, 
and  proper  account  of  the  oonsideratioos 
which  have  induced  the  Government  to  ask 
us  to  make  the  requested  amendment. 

Mr.  AuSTD^  Chapman;— The  honorable 
me:jiber  has  not  taken  exception  to  pro- 
posals for  making  requested  amendments 
for  reductions. 

Mr.  J0HNSON.~It  is  well  within  the 
province  of  the  Senate  to  request  reduc- 
tions; but  this  Chamber  alone  has  the 
power  to  increase  taxaticHi. 

Mr.  M ATHEWS . — ^The  reducticm  of  a 
duty  might  mean  the  lev>*ing  of  a  greater 
amount  of  taxation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  may  be  so,  ac- 
cording to  the  honcM-able  member's  peculiar 
method  of  reasoning;  but  sensible  people 
cannot  be  expected  to  take  that  view.- 
When  the  Tariff  was  before  us  la.'Jt  vear, 
the  Government  told  us  that  it  had  been^ 
prepared  after  exhaustive  inquiry  and  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  was,  in  the  opinion 
of  Ministers,  perfect.  The  Protectionist 
secticHi  of  the .  Tariff  Commissiwi  recom* 
mended  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  articles 
now  under  discussicm,  but  the  Government 
proposed  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent. 
The  Committee  refused  to  wtertain  that 
proposal,  and  made  the  item  free.  We 
should  not  go  back  on  that  decision  without 
the  fullest  teasoib|flg^<|}?^®iOQle 
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.  Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.4]. — I  move — 

That  the  following  modific&tton  be  added— 
"  But  that  the  duties  be  '  (General  Tariff)  15  pel 
cent>t  (United  Kingdom)  10  per  cent.'  *' 

The  Minister  has  told  us  that  he  wishes  to 
remove  incongruities,  and,  as  cotton  yam 
is  dutiable  at  15  and  10  per  cent.,  surely 
he  will  not  ask  for  a  higher  protecti<»i  fcM 
a  waste  pitxluct.  I  hope  to  have  his  sup- 
pwt  fix  my  amendment. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [8.5].—! 
hc^  that  the  Minister  will  not  be  deaf  to 
this  reasMiable  proposal.  Is  he  so  slavishly 
bent  upon  following  the  indicatiwis  of  the 
will  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Federal 
Legislature  that  he  will  not  remove  striking 
anomalies  when  pointed  out  tQ  him.  There 
must  be  a  certain  degree  of  harmony  even 
in  this  discordant  Tariff.  Surely  this  pro- 
position must  commend  itself  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  Minister.  He  cannot  reconcile 
the  proposal  for  high  duties  on  a  waste 
product  with  a  lower  rate  on  a  finished 
article.  No  large  amount  of  revenue  is 
affected  by  the  proposed  reductaon.  Were 
;^i,ooo,ooo  or  ;^2,ooo,ooo  at  stake,  the 
Minister  might  have  a  good  excuse  for  his 
attitude.  As  no  large  amount  of  revenue  is 
otxicenied,  surely  he  will,  to  improve  the 
symmetry  of  a  Tariff  which  is  to  hand 
down  his  fame,  and  that  of  the  Treasurer, 
to  future  |[enerations,  remove  the  incrai- 
sistency  whidi  has  been  p(unted  out,  either 
by  redtKing  these  duties,  or  by  increasing 
the  duties  on  cotton  yarn.  The  hcAuvable 
member  for  North  Sydney,  who  is  emi- 
nently reasonable  in  all  his  proposals,  has 
repressed  his  indignation  at  the  Tariff  in 
order  to  expedite  public  business,  and  I 
hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  show  him- 
self bound  in  some  mysterious  way  to  c<ki- 
oede  the  request  of  the  Senate.  Had  it 
been  pointed  out  in  the  Senate  that  the 
duties  on  cotton  yam  axe  onlv  i  c;  and  10 
per  cent., 'the  request  would,  I  think,  have 
been  for  similar  duties  on  this  item. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[8.9]. — The  honorable  member  for  Weni- 
worth  spoke  about  this  as  a  mysterious 
duty,  and  talked  of  a  mysterious  firm,  and 
of  the  mysterious  motives  actuating  ^^inis- 
ters.  No  persoi  who  has  any  knowledg** 
of  business  is  ignorant  of  the  firm  of 
Xfessrs.  Laycock,  Son,  and  Nettleton.  It 
cannot  be  spoken  of  as  a  mysterious  firm. 

Mr.  Kelly. — We  did  not  know  the 
name  of  the  &rm  then. 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  name 
was  given  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate. 
I  menticHied  it  myself.  The  firm  is  well 
known  as  a  large  employer  in  Melbourne, 
Sydney,  and  Brisbane.  But  because  it  has 
turned  frtxn  imputing  to  manufacturing, 
using  Australian  cotton  and  other  Austra- 
lian productions,  it  has  been  referred  to  as 
mysterious^ 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Wh«i  did  it  commence 
to  manufacture  the  articles  covered  by  the 
item  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  has 
been  doing  so  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  why  was  not  its  pro- 
tection thought  of  when  the  Tariff  was  in- 
trodix^? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  was. 
We  pn^xised  duties  of  20  and  15  per 
cent 

Mr.  Reid. — But  the  Goverrunent  allowed 
those  duties  to  be  taken  away  without 
calling  for  a  division. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  fad 
that  there  was  no  divisicxi  does  not  show 
that  the  Government  concurred  in  what  was 
done.  The  honourable  member,  when  he 
knows  himself  to  be  beaten,  is  often  un- 
willing to  waste  time  by  calling  for  a  divi- 
sicMi.  The  Senate,  on  reconsidering  the 
matter,  thought  that  the  duties  should  be 
20  and  15  per  cent.  As  for  the  incon- 
gruity which  has  been  pointed  out,  both 
the  articles  covered  by  the  item  and  cotton 
yam  are  made  from  raw  cotton. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Cotton  yarn  is 
a  finished  product ;  the  articles  covered  by 
the  item  are  not. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— It  is  easy 
for  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  to  talk  about  slavishly  following 
the  Sotate,  but  he  has  not  taken  objection 
to  our  proposals  when  we  have  asked  the 
Committee  to  make  requested  reductions,  for 
which  he  seems  to  have  a  mania.  We  do 
right  in  listening  to  the  requests  of  the 
Senate,  and  have  already,  to-night,  made 
manv  requested  reductions  which  we 
thought  rensonable  and  fair. 

Mr.  JOHN'SON  (Lang)  [8.13].— The 
Minister  savs  that  the  firm  which  he  has 
mentioned  has  been  making  waddings  and 
cotton  wool  for  several  years.  As,  under 
the  Tariff  Acts  of  1901  and  subsequent 
years,  there  has  been  no  duty  on  these  ar* 
ticlas,  it  has  been  carrying  on  the  manu- 
facture siKXWssfully  under  free  condi.ions. 
What  need,  then,  is  there  for  the  proposed 
duties  ?  The  object  of  a  dutv,  we  have  alwavs 
been  told,  is  to  ^i^^^^(§^y^[^  start. 
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This  firm  has  built  up  its  business  without 
a  Tariff,  and,  therefore,  does  not  re- 
quire encouragement.  But  it  has  come  in 
mysterious  fashion  to  the  Minister,  or  to 
the  representatives  of  the  Government  in 
the  Senate,  and,  as  a  result,  we  have  this 
requested  amendment  which  the  Minister 
asks  us  to  make.  Much  more,  explanation  is 
needed  than  has  yet  been  given  ■by  him  to 
justify  us  in  doing  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [8.15].— I  re- 
cognise that  it  is  utterly  hopeless  to  en- 
deavour to  elicit  any  information  from  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custons  as  to  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  their  present  change  of  front. 
Consequently  I  am  cwnpelled  myself  to 
formulate  reasons  for  the  attitude  which 
they  now  take  up.  I  have  noticed  that  in 
Australia  there  are  three  classes  who  are 
granted  protection.  There  are  those  indi- 
viduals who  operate  the  great  industries  of 
the  country,  and  who — if  protection  can  be 
justified  at  all — deserve  to  rec«ve  a  fair 
measure  of  it.  Then  there  are  those  who 
are  powerful  in  pocket  j  and  lastly  thae  are 
those  who  are  powerful  in  politics.  ■  The 
two  last-menti(Hied  classes  receive  most  pro- 
tection. Is  it  because  the  particular  firm 
to  which  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms referred  is  a  highly  important  and 
prosperous  one  that  we  are  now  asked — 
without  any  reason  being  assigned — to  re- 
verse the  decision  at  whic^  we  arrived  six 
months  ago? 

Mr.  Foster. — Does  the  bcmorable  mem- 
ber insinuate  that  the  firm  in  question  is 
guilty  of  bribery  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— 1  do  not. 

Mr.  Foster. — Then  what  inference  can 
be  drawn  frcrni  the  honorable  member's 
remarks  ? 

Mr.  KELLY. — Tlie  inference  is  that  we 
have  such  a  regard  for  the  prestige  of  that 
firm  that  we  are  prepared  to  stultify  our- 
selves by  reversing  our  former  decision. 

Mr.  Foster. — We  hope  that  many  moie 
such  firms  will  spring  into  existence. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  honorable  member 
apparently  intends  to  go  back  on  his  former 

decision. 

Mr.  Foster. — I  did  not  know  that  a 
vote  was  taken  upon  the  former  occasion. 

Mr.  KELLY. — A  vote  was  not  taken, 
but  the  Government  themselves  proposed 
that  the  duty  should  be  remitted,  and  the 
nonorable  member  acquiesced  in  that  pro- 
posal.  He  was  in  his  place  


Mr.  Foster.— And  the  honorable  mem- 
ber knows  that  as  a  nrivate  member  I  was 
not  at  liberty  to  move  for  an  increase  of 
the  duty. 

Mr.  KELLY.— What  is  the  use  of  the 
honorable  member  raising  a  quibble  of  that 
sort?  He  knew  perfectly  well  that  the  duty 
was  being  remitted,  and  he  had  a  right  to 
resist  that  proposal.  But  like  a  good  many 
others,  he  either  did  not  know  of  the  exist- 
ence of  this  firm,  or  he  thought  that  it  was 
sufficiently  established  not  to  require  pro- 
tection. Now,  however,  he  has  completely 
change'd  his  attitude.  He  is  prepared, 
without  advancing  any  logical  reason  for 
his  action,  to  reverse  the  previous  decision 
of  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
dO  hide-boimd  that  he  cannot  appreciate 
sense. 

Mr.  KELLY,— I  do  not  know  whether 

the  honorable  member  is  in  order  in  refer- 
ring to  me  as  "hide-bound,"  especially 
when  I  am  dealing  with  "cotton  wool." 
I  listened  very  carefully  to  my  hon- 
orable friend,  and  I  must  say  that 
up<Mi  this  occasion  he  did  not  address 
himself  to  the  question  under  considera- 
Aoa  with  his  custtxnary  lucidity  and  dig- 
nity, nor  did  he  make  out  a  case  for  a 
reversal  of  the  Committee's  previous  de- 
cision. He  has  done  me  an  injustice  in  assert- 
ing that  I  cannot  appreciate  sense  because  it 
struck  me  that  his  arguments  were  parti- 
cularly flimsy.  In  this  matter  only  one  of 
two  persons  can  be  at  fault — either  the  hon- 
orable member  or  myself.  With  the  utmost 
deference  I  suggest  that  the  fault  may  not 
be  mine.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  honor- 
able member  whether  he  thinks  that  the 
firm  to  which  allusion  has  been  made  is 
sufficiently  important  to  warrant  this  Com- 
mittee in  stultifying  itself  for  the  purpose 
of  bestowing  a  benefit  uprai  it.  That  is  the 
only  reason  which  can  be  urged  for  the 
Ministerial  change  of  front.  It  is  purely 
a  question  of  the  interests,  of  ant  firm.  In 
the  politico  ot  protectum,  I  understand  that 
<xie  swallow  can  make  a  summer,  but  in  this 
case  one  firm  will  make  a  particularly  large 
swallow  if  it  receives  the  benefit  of  ibe 
duty  proposed. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [8.25].— It  is  al- 
ways very  difficult  to  know  when  my  honor- 
able and  facetious  friend  is  s^ious,  but,  as- 
suming that  on  the  present  occasion  he  is 
seeking  to  Hidt  information,  I  may  tell 
him  that  he  does  not  know  mudi  about  the 
industries  of  Sy(^p^^,|^0g|^iliir 


[28  Apsxl,  1908.]  Teariff  Bm.  .  10637 


with  the  iudustry  which  has  been  estab- 
lished there — and  also  on  the  banks  of  ihe 
Yarra,  in  Melbourne — by  Messrs.  Laycock, 
Son,  and  Nettleton.  If,  during  his 
leisure,  he  will  acccnnpany  me,  I  shall  have 
very  great  pleasure  in  showing  him  over  the 
works  established  by  that  firm  in  this  city. 
I  have  just  telephoned  to  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  I  have  been  informed  that  last 
year  the  firm  used  250,000  lbs.  of  cotton, 
which  cost  4d.  per  lb. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — They  have  to  im- 
port the  cotton. 

Mr.  KNOX. — And  they  manufacture  it 
into  various  materials.  Although  I  am  not 
able  to  say  the  exact  amount  of  capital  that 
has  been  invested  in  the  industry,  I  know 
that  very  much  more  than  ;^^5o,ooo  has 
been  sunk  in  the  establishment  at  South 
Melbourne.  I  cannot  say  the  amount  that 
has  been  expended  on  machinery. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber stake  his  reputation  that  more  ^an 
j^i.ooo  has  been  expended  on  machinery? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  do  not  think  that  the 
amount  so  spent  is  a  verv  large  cxie. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  is  the  fim's  main  line 
of  manufacture? 

Mr.  KNOX. — They  chiefly  manufacture 
Uankets.  . 

Mr.  Kelly. — And  they  import  cottcxi  to 
put  into  their  blankets? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  camiot  say. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Every  cheap  blanket  caa- 
tains  cotton. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  have  been  assured  by 
one  of  the  principals  of  the  firm  that  last 
^ear  about  250,000  lbs.  of  cotton  were  put 
into  their  various  manufactures.  Both  in 
Sydner  and  in  Melbourne  a  very  valuable' 
industry  has  been  established  which  I  am 
sure  deserves  every  encouragement  at  our 
hands.  A  Bradford  firm  have  established 
theniselves  here,  and  we  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied that  the  industry  is  one  that  deserves 
siKh  support  as  we  can  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  give  in  the  form  of  a  fair  and 
moderate  protective  duty.  As  to  the  change 
of  view  that  has  taken  place  ii)  the  case  of 
some  honorable  members,  I  quite  agree  that 
the  position  is  anomalous.  The  Govern- 
ment originally  proposed  duties  of  20 
and  per  cent.  Lilce  many  another 
item  in  tKe  Tariff,  this  one  slipped 
through  at  an  inopportune  moment.  I  do 
not  know  whv  the  Government  allowed  it 
to  slio  through.  Probably  if  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
business,  he  would  have  exercised  greater 
vigilance,  and  would  have  beoi  more  sue- 
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cessful.  Had  I  been  present,  I  diould  un- 
questionably have  voted  for  the  duties  which 
the  Government  then  proposed.  The  firm  in 
question  is. a  reputable  and  important  cxie. 
I  believe  they  purchase  all  the  cotton  grown 
in  Australia.  It  has  been  shown  that  cot- 
ton can  be  successfully  cultivated  in  this 
country.  This  Parliament  has  agreed  to 
grant  a  bonus  for  its  production.  Here  is 
a  firm  which  will  use  a  material  the  produc- 
tion of  which  this  Parliament  has  in  its 
wisdom  decided  to  encourage.  Without  the 
duty  the  firm  will  have  to  abandon  the  in- 
dustry. 

Mr.  Reid. — Are  they  going  to  abandtm 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  wool  ?  This  is 
something  terrific  I 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  is  a  threat  [ 
_  Mr.  KNOX. — There  is  perfect  justifica- 
ti(xi  for  imposing  the  duties/  tbou|^  I  quite 
agree  that  the  position  is  ammialous. 
and  that  the  Government  ought  to  explain 
their  attitude.  For  the  life  of  me  I  can- 
not understand  why  the  Gov»nment,  having 
proposed  originally  duties  of  20  and  15 
per  cent.,  did  not  insist  upon  that  propo- 
sition being  carried,  or,  at  least,  take  a 
division  upon  it.  Therefore  I  think  that 
my  hcHicH-able  friend  the  hcMiorable  member 
for  WentwOTth  might  have  addressed  his 
inquiries  to  the  Govemmoit. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Do  I  understand 
the  honorable  monber  to  say  he  is  going 
back  upon  the  vote  which  he  has  annouiKed 
his  intention  of  recording? 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  am  going  to  support  the 
duties  proposed,  but  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  s(xnething  to  explain  as  to  why 
they  abandoned  their  original  propostl,  and 
agreed  to  admit  cotton  wool  free.  I  am 
sure  that  a  Miiusterial  explanation  would 
assist  the  Committee. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.35].— The  honorable  member 
for  Kooyong  is  probably  not  aware  that 
I  have  submitted  an  amendment  upon  the 
Government  proposal.  I  may  say,  in  pass- 
ing, that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  very  un- 
desirable that  we  should  introduce  the 
names  of  firms. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — The  name  was  asked 
for  by  a  membn  of  the  Oppo5iti<xi. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  That 
makes  no  difference.  If  the  name  had 
been  given  by  a  member  of  the  Opposition, 
I  should  say  the  same  thing.  It  is  un- 
desirable that  we  should  fix  duties  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of^particujar  firms. 
I  have  proposed)!^hatibttk3flb6]^l^]l  be 
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15  ajid  10  per  cent.  I  have  dtme  that,  not 
because  I  approve  of  a  duty  at  all ;  indeed, 
[  think  that  sufficient  reasons  have  been 
given  why  the  item  should  be  free.  But  I 
certainly  desire  to  see  some  equality  in  our 
Tariff  proposals,  and,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
fixed  duties  of  15  and  10  per  cent,  on 
yanii  which  is  the  more  finished  product, 
how  can  we  possibly  justify  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  on  cotton  wool?  It  was  urged 
when  we  passed  the  duty  on  yam  that  it 
was  anticipated  that  a  firm  in  Australia 
would  undertake  the  manufacture.  It  is 
now  understood  that  the  firm  is  making 
preparatims,  and  are  apected  to  proceed 
^ith  the  business.  May  not  that  firm  rea- 
sonably say  that  an  improper  differentia- 
tion has  been  made  if,  after  placing  duties 
of  15  and  10  per  cent,  on  yarn,  we  now 
impose  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent  on 
cotton  wool?  The  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  surely  does  not  wish  to  make  the 
Tariff  more  incongruous  than  it  is.  Of 
course,  as  long  as  the  ^^iniste^  can  secure 
votes  for  his  proposals,  he  does  not  care 
whether  there  is  iiKongruity  or  not, 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — It  is  not  fair  to 
sav  that. 

"Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Here  is 
proof  of  the  statement.  The  Minister  sticks 
to  the  letter  of  the  Tariff  even  if  a  typo- 
graphical error  is  challenged.  Any  num- 
ber of  errors  and  incongruities  can  be  men- 
tioned, but  the  Minister  takes  no  notice.  He 
will  vote  for  the  higher  duties  no  matter 
what  may  be  their  relationship  to  other 
duties.  But  the  Cnnmittee  ought  not  to 
adopt  a  course  that  is  absolutely  against  all 
protectionist  principles,  as  will  be  done  if 
we  impose  higher  duties  on  the  waste  of  sn 
industry  than  on  the  finished  product. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [8.40].— After 
listening  to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Kooyong,  I  perceive  that  he  is 
giving  effect  to  his  statement  on  the  hust- 
ings, that  he  would  not  ruin  any  Austra- 
lian industry,  especially  a  Victorian  one. 
This  appears  to  be  a  South  Melbourne  in- 
dustry, although  the  firm  has  a  branch  in 
Queensland.  The  h<morable  member  for 
Wentworth  has  referred  to  the  firm  in  ques- 
non  as  being  a  mysterious  one.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  very  mysterious.  Certainly 
the  firm  is  doing  trade  to  the  extent  of 
;^40,ooo  or  ;^6o,ooo  per  annum  in  the 
Commonwealth,  In  a  letter  which  the  firm 
has  issued,  they  say — 

We  did  not  inciease  our  price  when  tlie  duty 
wnn  imp»SFd  and  have  no  intention  whatever  of 
doing  so,  because  all  we  desire  Is  the  larger 


market,  which  will  mean  increased  output,  and 
consequently  reduced  cost  of  manufacture,  aad 
we  hope  reduced  price. 

That  is  a  fine  show  fot  the  shop  front. 
All  they  want  is  protection,  and  if  the^ 
get  the  necessary  protecticm  they  will  not 
only  reduce  the  cost  of  manufacture,  but 
they  hope — life  is  only  hope  when  all  is 
said  and  done  ! — to  reduce  the  price.  The 
honorable  member  for  Kooyong,  having 
some  interest  in  Queensland,  is  particularly 
anxious  to  see  that  State  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Knox. — 1  should  think  so. 

Mr.  PAGE.— This  is  what  the  firm  say 
on  that  subject — 

We  might  mention  that  we  have  been  and  are 
using  Queensland  grown  cotton,  and  can  use  very 
much  larger  quantities  if  the  above  duties  are 
imposed,  and  Uierefore  such  will  mean  the  secur- 
ing of  a  home  market  for  Australian  cottoa, 
which  on  sworn  evidence  was  proved  could  be 
successfully  grown  in  Queensland^  Western  Aus- 
tralia, Northern  Territory  and  noithem  New 
South  Wales. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Where  is  cotton 
grown  in  Western  Australia  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — 1  saw  some  cotton  bush 
in  the  right  honorable  member's  own  garden 
in  Perth.  The  firm  also  say  in  thai 
letter — 

We  have  invested  a  cdnsiderable  sum  of  money 
in  it,  and  endeavoured  to  carry  it  on  without  the 
advantage  of  protection,  but  we  are  unable  to 
successfully  compete  against  the  imported  ar- 
ticle, and  were  it  not  that  it  is  only  a  portion 
of  our  business  we  would  have  had  to  close  it 
up  long  ago. 

As  we  have  put  a  duty  of  yd.  on  a  2fd. 
cap,  surely  we  should  give  this  firm  a 
little  more  assistance  in  carrying  on  its 
important  industry. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Surely  the 
honorable  member  does  not  think  that  we 
should  have  a  larger  duty  cm  cotton  wool 
than  on  yarn? 

Mr.  PAGE.— What  I  say  is  that  these 
people  should  have  as  much  protection  as 
is  given  to  "the  other  bloke." 

Mr.  Kelly. — It  is  proposed  to  give  them 
more. 

Mr.  PAGE.— The  honorable  member  for 
Kooy<H)g  is  prepared  to  give  them  some 
protection ;  and  what  is  the  good  of  pro- 
tection if  it  is  not  effective? 

Mr.  DUGALD  Thohson. — How  then  can 
the  duty  on  yam  be  protective? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  have  not  gcwie  into  that 
question.  I  fail  to  recognise  any  consis- 
tency in  the  attitude  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kooyong,  who  says  that  he  is  not 
prepared  to  see  an  industrjs  and  earticu- 
larly  a  Victwian  Qn^iizgObinid^Offfl^  are 
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753  men,  with  their  wives  and  families  in- 
volved in  this  industry,  and  the  hwiorable 
member  for  Koovong,  notwithstanding  his 
speech  on  the  hustings,  would  deprive  them 
01  their  means  of  livelihood.  I  hope  that 
he  will  see  the  error  of  his  ways,  and  vote 
to  give  this  industry  efFective  protectirai. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.47].— I  find, 
on  referring  to  Hansard,  that  although  the 
honorable  member  for  Koovong  says  he  was 
not  present  when  this  item  was  originally 
dealt  with  in  this  House,  he  was  in  the 
chamber  immediately  before  it  was  called 
on.  Hansard  shows  that  he  took  part  in  a 
division  at  5.30  p.m.,  and  that  at  5.4S 
p.m.,  the  Treasurer,  who  w^as  then  in  charge 
of  the  Tariff,  invited  the  Committee  to 
make  this  item  free. 

Mr.  Reid.— What !  To  abolish  the  duties 
of  20  and  15  per  cent.? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Yes. '  The  Tariff,  as 
introduced,  provided  for  duties  of  20  and 
15  per  cxnt.,  but  immediately  the 
item  was  called  on  the  Treasurer,  on 
his  own  initiative,  and  not,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  at  the  request  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, asked  the  Committee  to  agree  to  an 
amendment  providing  that  on  and  after 
14th  November,  1907,  it  should  be  free. 
The  Minister  was  asked  whether  he  would 
not  consider  the  interests  of  firms  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  wadding  and  cotton 
wool,  and  he  replied  that  he  preferred  to 
rely  on  the  reports  of  his  twicers  rather  than 
upon  the  reccMnmendations  of  any  interested 
firm.  At  page  5928  of  Hetnsard^  the  Trea- 
surer, in  alluding  to  a  speech  made  by  the 
honorable  mert^b^  tor  Denispn,  is  reported 
to  have  said— 

I  do  not  know  to  what  Minister  the  honorable 
member  for  Denison  has  referred  ;  but  my  ex- 
perience is  that  a  Minister,  in  dealing  with  such 
matters,  always  acts  on  the  recommendation  of 
his  officers. 

Sir  Philip  Fysh.— The  decision  to  which  I 
have  referred  was  contrary  to  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Department. 

Sir  -WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  would  far  sooner 
trust  my  Own  officers  than  any  interested  party. 

The  Treasuier  asked  the  Committee  to  make 
the  item  free  on  the  recommendation  of  his 
officers,  and  his  proposal  was  agreed  to 
without  a  dissentient  voice.  In  view  of 
these  facts,  the  Committee  is  entitled  to 
know  what  fresh  evidence  has  been  brought 
forward  to  cause  the  Government  to  change 
their  front  on  this  question,  and  an  expla- 
nation is  certainly  due  to  their  ccmstituents 
and  the  country  by  those  hmorable  mem- 
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bers  who  now  propose  to  reverse  the  unani' 
mous  decision  which  they  then  gave. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.52].— We  have 
in  this  item  anotlwr  illustraticm  of  the  clumsy 
and  unscientific  character  of  the  Tariff.  We 
have  been  told  that  a  reputable  firm  has 
invested  ^^50,000  in  the  industry  to  which 
this  item  relates.  There  are  machinery 
works  in  my  electorate  in  which  over 
;^30o,ooo  has  been  invested,  but  whilst  the 
Government  invite  the  Committee  to  impose 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  wadding  and 
cotton  wool,  they  were  prepared,  in  oxi- 
naion  with  machinery  items  relating  to 
an  industry  giving  emplo^'ment  to  thousands 
of  men,  to  agree  to  duties  of  15  per  cent., 
]2|  per  cent.,  10  per  cent.,  and  5  per  cent. 
In  some  cases  machinery  items  have  been 
made  free.  If  the  Government  are  so 
anxious  to  build  up  industries  why  do  they 
allow  the  metal  and  machinery  indu.stries  a 
protection  of  only  15  and  12J  per  cent.; 
whilst  in  this  case  they  ask  the  Committee 
to  vote  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  ?  Goethe 
says  that  man  te  either  a  hammer  or  an 
anvil.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  this  case  the 
Goverrmient  are  the  hammer,  and  are  con- 
stantly hammering  at  the  House  to  pass 
increased  dutaes.  The  Opposition  repre- 
sent the  anvil.  We  are  probably  true  steel, 
but  in  .view  of  our  numbers  we  can  do  no 
more  than  give  fcHrth  sparks  of  indignati(xi 
every  time  we  are  hit  witii  the  haramw. 
Had  I  the  most  dire  disease  frcnn  whidi 
literary  men  suffer — the  disease  of  '  *  adjec- 
tiveitis  " — I  might  coin  adjectives  to  de- 
scribe the  clumsy  work  that  is  now  being 
cairied  out  by  a  Protectionist  Government. 
Imagine  our  being  asked  to  vote  for  this 
requested  duty  because  there  is  "a  repu- 
table firm  "  engaged  in  the  industry  con- 
cerned. Are  there  not  reputable  men  in 
all  industries  ?  As  I  have  said,  there  are 
works  in  my  electorate  in  which  ^£300,000 
has  been  invested,  and  although  we  are 
told  that  ^£50,000  has  been  invested  in  local 
wOTks  in  which  cotton  and  wadding  is 
made,  we  have  to  remember  that  blankete 
and  other  goods  are  made  there,  and  that 
the  manufacture  of  wadding  is  only  an 
auxiliary .  The  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  said  very  bluntly,  but  forcibly, 
"  I  am  prepared  to  give  this  man  what  I 
gave  the  other  bloke,"  and  adopting  his 
expressive  phraseology  I  may  say  that  my 
desire  is  to  see  the  other  "  bloke  "  to  whom 
I  have  referred  treated  as  it  is  proposed 
to  treat  the  **  bloke  "  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry. I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how 
the  Minister  of^  Tra<fe  (g.^j5^gcs  can 
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work  up  Any  enthusiasm  in  support  of  this 
request,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
various  machinery  items  are  dutiable  at 
much  lower  rates.  I  said  at  the  outset 
of  the  dd^e  on  the  Tariff  that  I  recog- 
nised that  I  was  in  a  scramble,  but  I 
never  dreamt  of  seeing  honorable  members 
scrambling  for  a  20  per  cent,  duty  on  such 
an  item  as  this  whilst  far  more  impwtant 
items  are  put  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [8.571—1  should 
like  the  Minister  to  explain  the  reason  for 
this  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  the 
Govemmetrt.  The  CcMnmittee  are  entitled 
to  ask  for  sofOR  information  having  regard 
to  the  fact  that,  as  the  honcwable  member 
for  Lang  has  just  shown,  the  Treasurer 
asked  the  Committee  on  a  former  occasion 
to  make  the  item  free.  I  am  prepared  to 
support  the  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent., 
believing  from  the  information  at  my  dis- 
posal that  they  are  necessary,  but  should 
like  the  Minister  to  explain  what  has  led 
the  Gowmment  to  adopt  their  changed 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  item. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro— Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[8.58]. — I  cannot  say  what  was  in  my  hai- 
Mable  colleague's  mind  when  he  moved 
that  this  item  be  free,  but  probably  he  had 
to  bow  to  the  stress  of  circumstances. 

Mr.  Reip. — He  proposed  without  any 
request  on  our  part  that  the  item  should  be 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The 
Tariff  as  introduced  pnnaded  for  duties  of 
20  and  15  per  cent,  in  respect  of  this  item. 

Sir  John  Foskest. — ^But  the  officers  of 
the  Department,  aconrding  to  tiie  Trea- 
surer, said  that  those  duties  were  unneces- 
sary. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— So  far  as 
I  am  aware  the  crfficers  of  the  Department 
told  him  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  live  and 
learn.  It  cannot  be  eainsaid  that  these  are 
protective  duties,  and  in  the  light  of  later 
evidence — some  of  which  was  furnished  as 
recently  as  the  21st  instant — showing  that 
the  industry  is  carried  on  in  Australia  and 
Is  one  that  may  flourish  in  any  of  the 
States,  we  ask  the  Committee  to  agree  to 
this  request.  I  take  no  notice  of  statements 
made  by  the  Opposition  who  are  so  very 
anxious  to  reduce  these  duties  by  5  per  cent. 
That  is  always  their  policy. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — How  does  the 
Minister  justify  this  proposal  in  view  of 
the  duties  on  varn? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  have  al- 
leady  tried  to  justify  it  for  the  honorable 


member's  benefit.  If,  as  the  honorable 
member  says,  there  is  a  discrepancy  be- 
tween these  duties  and  die  duties  on  yam,  I 
can  only  regret  that  we  are  not  in  a  position 
to  increase  the  duties  on  yam.  The  use  of 
the  letters  "N.E.I."  is  an  indication  that 
some  wadding  is  treated  in  a  diflerrat  way, 
and  honorable  members  should  be  aware 
that  wadding  used  in  hospitals  is  free  of 
duty.  The  fact  remains  that  these  axe 
protective  duties. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  protectiwiist 
section  of  the  Tariff  Commi&si<»i  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  only  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  may 
be  so,  but  it  only  proves  what  I  have  said. 
From  inf<»inati(»i  received  subsequent  to 
the  publicatioi  of  the  reoommendatioii  of 
the  Tariff  Commis^on,  the  Government 
decided  to  recommend  duties  of  20  and 
15  per  cent.  Then,  probably  owing  to 
the  stress  of  circumstances  in  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Treasurer  permitted  the  item  to 
be  made  free,  and  now,  after  still  further 
evidence  has  been  produced,  it  is  thought 
advisaUe  to  renew  the  proposal  the  Go- 
vernment made  in  the  first  instance,  and 
impose  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent. 
The  honorable  member  for  Koc^ong  Imew 
well  what  he  was  talking  about,  and  the 
firm  to  whom  he  referred  made  the  state- 
ment that  under  the  20  and  15  per  cent, 
duties  they  d^d  not  increase  their  price, 
and  had  no  intention  of  doing  so.  All  they 
desire  is  a  larg«-  market,  which  means  for 
them  an  increased  outout  at  a  reduced  cost 
of  manufacture,  and  they  express  the  hope 
that  the  price  will  also  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Reip. — They  never  had  a  20  per 
cent,  duty  on  this  item. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— For  over 
three  months,  that  is  to  say  from  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Tariff  up  to  the  14th  Novem- 
ber, they  had  the  benefit  of  a  20  per  cent, 
duty,  and  they  did  not  increase  their  price. 
They  were  satisfied  to  increase  their  output 
I  again  ask  the  Committee  to  agree  to  this 
pn^Kisal,  because  it  will  have  a  protective 
effect. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Svdney)  [9.3].— I  wish 
to  express  my  obligation  to  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Kooyong,  who  seems  to  be  the 
only  member  of  the  Committee  who  is  able 
to  extract  a  fair  explanation  from  \finis- 
ters.  Week  after  week  I  am  here  demand- 
ing explanations  from  the  Government  on 
all  sorts  of  subjects,  and  I  never  get  a 
single  satisfactory  reply.  The  hcmorable 
member  for  Kooyong  rise^,^and.,£<K.(Hice 
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adopts  a  threatening  attitude,  and  the  Go- 
vernment are  on  their  knees  before  him  at 
once  to  repeat  what  they  have  said  a  dozen 
times  before.  I  hope  that  the  hcxiorable 
member  will  in  future  exercise  his  great  in- 
fluence on  the  Government  more  frequently. 
In  spite  of  explanations  that  have  been 
given,  I  am  unable  to  find  a  reference  to 
the  importatTon  of  t  lb.  of  this  cotton  wool 
or  wadding  in  the  statistical  returns  of  im- 
ports for  1906.  In  a  statemoit  put  before 
hcHiorable  members  when  the  Tariff  was 
introduced,  the  Government  set  out 
the  imports  under  each  heading,  but 
were  unable  to  show  that  i  lb.  of  this 
material  had  been  imported.  The  state- 
ment made  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  was  lucid,  but  it  gave  no  real  in- 
formation to  the  Committee.  The  honor- 
able member  spoke  of  the  importation  of 
250,000  lbs.  of  cotton.  No  man  has  a 
clearer  view  of  financial  questions,  and  the 
honwable  member  must  have  been  smiling 
at  himself  when  he  made  the  statement. 
I  propose  to  put  him  cxi  his  ccHisdence,  and 
he  has  not  been  put  on  that  for  years. 
When   he   spoke   a   little   time  ago  of 

250,000  lbs.  of  cotton  being  imported  

Mr.  Knox. — I  did  not  say  that  was  the 
quantity  imported — I  said  that  was  the 
quantity  used. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  obliged  to  the  hon- 
orable member  for  the  correction.  The 
statement  is  that  250,000  lbs.  of  cotton  is 
used  in  the  factory  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's friends  who  are  on  the  telephone, 
and  who  evidently  sweat  thrir  employes,  or 
they  would  not  be  working  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  I  ought  not  to  joke  at  the 
expense  of  the  firm,  and  of  course  I  in- 
tend no  imputation  upon  so  eminent  and 
important  a  firm  as  the  one  referred  to. 
The  moment  my  .  honorable  friend  men- 
tions the  name  of  a  firm  it  becomes  im- 
portant. My  point  is  that  the  impression 
conveyed  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  is  that  the  firm  referred  to  uses 
250,000  lbs.  of  cotton  each  year  in  the. 
manufacture  of  wadding  and  cotton  wool, 
when  we  know  that  it  is  ^iso  used  in  other 
articles  of  manufacture  turned  out  by  the 
firm. 

,  Mr.  Knox. — ^The  honorable  gentleman 
should  not  misinterpret  what  |  said.  T 
quoted  the  quantity  used  to  show  the  ex- 
tent of  the  firm's  operations. 

Mr.  REip. — I  have  no  wisfi  to  misinter- 
pret what  the  honorable  member  said ;  but 
honorable  members  generally  knowing  his 


intimate  knowledge  of  financial  (^)erations 
might  be  led  to  believe  that  the  firm  im- 
ported the  quantity  of  cotton  referred  to 
for  the  manufacture  of  wadding  and  cotton 
wool.  That  of  course  would  be  a  wrraig 
inference  to  draw.  Up  to  the  present 
the  ear  was  the  only  part  of  the 
human  fonn  that  was  not  affected 
by  the  Taiiflf.  Thousaiids  of  pec^le 
suffer  fnxn  ear-ache,  and  it  is  pos- 
siUe  that  persms  who  visit  the  public 
galleries  of  this  Chaiid)er  sometimes  suffer 
from  such  an  attack.  Now  it  is  proposed 
that  any  one  who  suffers  from  ear-ache 
must  pay  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  the 
wadding  or  cotton  wool  which  he  uses. 

Mr.  Foster.— Wadding  or  cotton  wool 
used  for  such  a  purpose  is  made  duty  free 
under  another  item. 

Mr.  REID. — Every  one  cannot  attend 
a  hospital  for  the  cure  of  an  ear-ache. 
M«n  who  have  to  go  to  work  at  6  o'clock 
in  the  morning  must  use  any  kind  of 
wadding  that  comes  handy.  Why  should 
the  horrible  doctrine  of  free-trade  be  ap- 
plied in  the  case  of  wadding  and  cotton 
wool  used  in  hospitals  when  the  important 
firm  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Kooycmg  is  anxious  that  there  should 
be  a  duty  impoised  on  it? 

Mr.  Mathews. — It  would  now  be  duti- 
able if  the  proposal  to  make  it  free  had 
not  been  accepted. 

Mr.  REID. — Surdy  honwable  members 
opposite  are  not  automata  that  accept 
whatever  is  put  befcve  them  without  rea- 
sonable explanatim  ?  I  teel  that  it  is 
hopeless  to  endeavour  to  induce  honorable 
members  to  act  reasonably  in  this  matter. 
The  Government  having  had  this  article 
free  for  years  under  the  first  Tariff  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  dutiable  at  20 
and  15  per  cent.  Then  the  Treasurer  in- 
vited the  Committee  to  negative  that  pro- 
posal. He  said  he  would  not  listen  to 
reports  of  interested  firms.  That  was  his 
attitude  before  the  Committee  and  the 
country,  and  ndw  because  some  one  else- 
where has  listened  to  the  reports  of 
interested  persons,  who  if  their  business 
has  been  established  for  some  time  have 
been  manufacturing  this  article  with- 
out the  assistance  of  s,  duty,  the  Cwnmit- 
tee  is  again  invited  to  impose  the  duties 
which  the  Government  themselves  proposed 
should  be  abolished.  How  can  we  expect 
to  frame  a  satisfactory  Tariff  in  this  way  ? 
The  honcM-able  member  for  North  Sydney, 
who  is  always  anxious  to  pursue  a  moderate 
cour»,  suggests  as^|^  c<™gn,Q^^es  of 
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15  and  10  per  cent.,  putting  the  item  on 
the  same  basis  as  cotton  yarn,  which  is  a 
far  more  difficult  article  to  manufacture. 
I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  accept  the 
compranise. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Not  after  the 
attack  the  honorable  m«nber  has  made  on 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong. 

Mr.  REID. — There  is  no  member,  of 
the  Committee  who  is  better  able  to  look 
after  himself  than  is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kooyong.  The  hraiorable  member 
has  a  Scoteh  strain  in  him  that  never  fails. 
He  needs  no.  protection^  and  if  he  did  he 
would  n(M  go  to  Ministers  tor  it.  No  more 
fearless  and  independent-minded  man  has 
ever  sat  in  this  Qiamber.  I  always  know 
vh«e  the  honorable  member  is,  although 
one  may  not  know  where  to  find  him. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.12].— As 
the  Minister  is  unable  to  explam  why  the 
Treasurer  proposed  that  this  item  should 
be  free,  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  well  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  proposal 
now  made  until  the  Treasurer  returns  from 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — It  would  be 
much  easier  for  the  Ccmmittee  t6  agree  to 
the  duties  proposed  and  to  ask  the  Trea- 
surer questions  on  the  subject  afterwards. 

Xlr.  Reid. — If  the  Treasurer  consents 
to  a  rectMnmittal  of  the  item  the  Minister 
will  offer  no  objection  ? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Certainly  not. 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  is  absolulely  fair  ! 
There  is  only  one  other  thing  I  wish  to 
say.  The  honorable  member  for  Kooyong 
has  extended  to  me  a  public  invitation  to 
visit  the  establishment  of  the  firm  to  whran 
he  has  referred.  X  feel  that  it  would 
not  be  consistent  with  my  public  duty  to 
pay  a  special  visit  to  the  establishment  of 
a  firm  seeking  spedal  tjenefits  at  the  Tiands 
of  Parliament,  and  I  must  consequently 
decline  to  accept  the  honorable  member's 
invitation. 

Question — That  the  modification  mining 
the  duties  on  "  Waddings  and  Cottcm 
Wool,"  ad.  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  c«it. 
(Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson's  modificatitm)  be 
made — put.    The  CcHnmittee  divided. 


Bowden,  E.  K. 
Urown,  Thomas 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Keily,  W.  H. 
Liddell,  F. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Reid,  G.  H. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapmao,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  ]. 
Deakia,  A, 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairt^irn,  G. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Knox,  W. 
Maloney,  W.  R. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Cook,  Joseph 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Poynton,  A. 
Edwards,  R. 
Smith,  Bruce' 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Quick,  Sir  JohD 
Livingston,  J. 


Axes. 

Thomson,  Dugald 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 

NOKS. 

Mathews,  J. 
O'Malley,  Kioe 
Pag«.  J. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Webster.  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 


N. 


Tellers. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Tudoi,  F.  G. 


Paws. 

Bamford,  F. 
Harper,  R. 
Lyne,'  Sir  WrlHam 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watkios,  D. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Mauger,  S.  • 
Salmon,  C.  C, 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
Batcfaelor,  E.  L. 


Ayes 
Noes 


14 
22 


Majority 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Modification  negatived. 
Requested  amendments  made. 
Requested    amendment    in    item  131 
(Fringes),  made. 

Item  132.  Socks  and  Stockings  of  all  kincU 
for  human  attire,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  on  and 
after  i4tb  November,  1907,  25  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  on  and  after  14th  Norember,  loo?, 
20  per  cent. 

Requests, — Leave  out  the  words  "of  all  kinds,*' 
insert  "viz."  after  the  word  "attire,"  and  add 

the  following  paragraphs — 

*'  (a)  Woollen  or  containing  wool,   ad  val. 
{General  Tariff),  25  per  cent,  j  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent. 
(B)  Cotton,  free. 

(c)  Silk  or  conUining  silk,  but  not  contain* 
ing  wool,  and  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent." 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Austin  Chapman) 
proposed. 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  not  made. 
Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.20].— Will 
the  Minister  tell  us  why  he  disagrees  with 
the  requested  amendments.  This  is  an  im- 
portant item;  and  I  presume  the  members 
of  another  place,  whom  he  has  been  so 
slavishly  following,  must  have  had  some 
reason  for  making  the  su£^esti<»i.i 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN  (Eden- 
Monaro — Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs) 
[9. 2 1  ]. — Honorable  m«nbers  will  see — to 
adopt  the  argument  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney — how  absurd  it 
would  be  to  impose  a  duty  on  the  raw 
material — yarn — and  allow  the  finished 
cotton  socks  to  come  in  free ;  and,  fu.rther, 
I  am  advised  that  cotton  socks  and  stock- 
ings are  made  by  severals  firms  'in  Aus- 
tralia. 

-  Mr.  Page. — Where  are  the  firms? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  Some 
doubt  was  expressed  as  to  these  goods  being 
manufactured  here,  but  the  Department 
have  ascertained  that  such  is  the  fact ;  and 
I  dare  say  I  shall  be  able  to  tell  the  hcwi- 
orable  member  privately  the  names  of  the 
firms.  I  am  advised  that  the  request  ot 
the  Senate  has  nothing  to  recommend  it, 
because  the  breaking  up  of  the  item  would 
give  rise  to  the  annc^'ances  which  were  ex- 
periffliced  in  the  Department  under  the 
Tariff  of  1902,  to  overcome  which  the  pre- 
sent wording  was  proposed.  In  justice 
to  the  manufacturers,  it  ought  to 
be  said  that  there  are  imported  some 
lines  of  men's  half  hose  made  of 
cotton,  in  the  case  of  which,  when  the 
weaving  is  completed,  there  is  a  mere  dust- 
ing of  wool  blown  on  by  a  special  process; 
and  these  goods  are  sold  as  woollen 
socks  to  purchasers  who  know  no 
better.  .  It  was  this  class  of  goods 
that  caused  the  annoyance  in  the  stamina- 
tion  of  hosiery  imder  the  old  Tariff.  Hon^ 
orable  members  will  recognise  the  difficuhy 
there  must  be  in  distinguishing  between  the 
dift'erent  classes  of  goods ;  and  there  is,  as 
I  have  ^aid,  the  absurdity  of  taxing  the 
raw  material  and  admitting  the  finished 
article  free. 

Mr.  Maloney. — ^A  test  can  be  made  by 
applying  a  match. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— That  test 
cannot  be  applied  to  all  socks  and  stock- 
ings ;  and  I  am  advised  that,  under  the 
Tariff  of  1902,  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  caused  in  this  connexion. 

Mr.  Page. — ^What  is  the  large  staff  at 
the  Customs  for? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
base  my  objection  entirely  on  that  ground, 
but  also  OT  the  ground  that  some  protection 
ought  to  be  afforded  to  local  manufacliircrs. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Tariff  is 
full  of  finer  distinctions  I 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Imme- 
diately a  difficulty  is  pointed  out,  the  honOT- 
able  member  qpcnnts  -to  other  difficulties.  I 


can  quite  understand  the  honorable  member, 
from  his  free-trade  stand-point,  holding  the 
opinion  that  we  ought  to  accept  all  amend- 
ments of  this  character ;  but,  from  the  pro- 
tectionist stand-point  of  encouragii^  in- 
dustry, and  affording  employment,  tlwre  is 
every  reason  for  objecting  to  them,  apart 
altogether  from  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  the  Department  to  which  I  have  referred. 
We  have  to  take  a  great  deal  on  trust  at  the 
Custnns,  where  not  OTe-tenth  or  wie-twen- 
tieth  of  the  goods  passed  can  be  examined. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [9.26].— The 
only  question  that  arises  h«e  is  in  reference 
to  cmton  socks  and  stockings.  Of  course, 
Australia  can  produce  the  raw  material  of 
the  woollen  goods  in  profusion;  but  we  do 
not  profess  to  produce  cott<»i,  which,  when 
imported,  would  simply  have  to  be  stitched 
together  info  socks,  and  would  not  give  rise 
to  much  of  an  industry,  even  if  the  local 
articles  were  better  than  those  imported.  Is 
this  not  an  item  on  which  a  free  run  can  be 
given  to  people  who  use  the  cheaper  kinds 
of  socks  and  stockings? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — We  should  lose 
;^2o,ooo  in  revenue  by  making  these  ar- 
ticles free. 

Mr.  REID. — But  we  cannot  receive 
^20,000  in  duty  on  the  imported  article, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  the  mak- 
ing of  socks  and  stockings  in  Australia— 
the  two  things  cannot  happen  together. 
There  cannot  be  much  in  an  item  of  this 
kind  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  Austra- 
lian industry,  until  we  have  cotton  produc- 
tion established,-  which  is  a  matter  of  the 
future.  I  think  we  might  allow  the  people 
to  have  erne  cheap  line  in  the  Tariff ;  and, 
as  for  revenue,  the  Government  are  receiv- 
ing hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  more 
than  they  expected. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [9.28].— I 
suggest  that  the  Ccwamittee  first  decide  in 
reference  to  paragraiphs  a  and  c,  and  then 
discuss  paragraph  b.  I  have  here  three 
samples  of  woollen  socks  made  in  Austra- 
lia, two  of  them  at  is.  a  pair,  and  one  for 
very  heavy  work,  such  as  nawying,  at  is. 
6d.  I  am  p«-fectly  satisfied  that  no  Aus- 
tralian workman  would  wear  cotton  socks 
after  an  experience  of  such  woollen  socks  as 
these.  Woollen  socks  have  one  great  ad- 
vantage over  the  cotton  article,  in  that  they 
are  much  easier  to  darn.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  takes 
anv  exception  to  the  elimination  of  the 
Senate's  suggestions.  e» 
paragraph  b  ? 
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Mr.  Reid. — We  ought  to  negative  the 
motion,  so  that  the  requested  amendment 
may  be,  made.  We  have  no  quarrel  with 
the  proposal  so  far  as  paragraphs  a  and 
c  are  concerned,  and  paragraph  b  does 
what  we  wish. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [9.31].— The  Min- 
ister has  told  us  that  if  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  cotton  socks  and  stock- 
ings is  made,  the  revenue  will  suffer  to  the 
extent  of  _;^2o,ooo  per  annum,  and  yet  he 
told  us  that  the  manufacture  of  socks  and 
stockings  is  a  great  national  industry  in 
Victoria,  which  will  be  destroyed  unless 
it  is  protected.  I  have  heard  many  pro- 
tectionists say  that  they  are  opposed  to 
revenue  duties.  The  honorable  member 
for  Melbourne  Ttxts  has  said  that. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  say  it  still. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  will  not  the  honor- 
able manber  vote  against  the  Minister's 
proposal  ? 

Mr.  Mathews.— I  shall  vote  against  a 
dutv  on  cotton  socks. 

Mr.  PAGE.— Then  will  not  the  Min- 
ister give  wav  ?  Is  not  this  the  time  to 
say,  "Colonel,  don't  shoot.  I'll  come 
down"?  There  might  well  be  a  duty 
on  silk  stockings  and  socks,  because  those 
who  wear  such  articles  can  afford  to  pay 
taxation.  Woollen  socks  and  stockings 
might  also  be  made  dutlaWe.  But  there 
should  be  no  duty  on  the  cotton  socks  and 
stcckings  which  are  used  by  the  working 
classes.  The  Government  wishes  to  im- 
pose the  san*s  duty  upoa  the  clothing  of 
the  poor  as  on  the  clothing  of  the  wealthy. 

Mr.  TiLLEV  Bbown. — Has  not  that  been 
d(Hie  all  along  the  line? 

Mr.  PAGE.— Na  The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  voted  for  taxation  on  the  neces- 
saries of  life. 

Mr.  TiLLEv  Brown. — I  have  voted  to 
remove  such  taxation  where  it  could  be 
done  legitimately. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Every  one  knows  that  is. 
per  pair  is  quite  enough  for  working  men 
to  have  to  pay  for  socks,  and  the  hwior- 
able  member  for  Melbourne  has  produced 
samples  which  show  how  the  quality  of 
the  articles  imported  has  been  reduced  to 
enable  the  importer  to  pay  duty,  and  still 
sell  at  low  price  s.  The  Government,  which 
claims  to  be  the  friend  of  the  working 
people,  is  dipping  it*  hand  into  the'.r 
pockets.  I  hope  that  when  the  Minister 
sees  thpt  we  have  the  aumbers,  he  will 
allow  the  reiue^ted  amendment  of  the 
Seriate  to  be  made. 


Mr.  MALONEV  (Melbourne)  [9-36]  — 
Mr.  Frederick  Robinswi,  of  the  firm  of 
Thomas  Murray  and  Company,  hosiery 
manufacturers,  Richmond,  when  examined 
On  oath  before  the  Tariff  Commission,  gave 
this  evidence — 

What  types  of  locks  and  stockings  do  you  ad* 
mit  you  cannot  produce? — We  do  not  profeu  to 
make  embroideied  socks  and  stockings. 

Those  are  fancy  goods? — Lisle  thread,  or  col- 
ton  socksj"  cannot  be  made  here.  The  Tariff  ca 
cotton  socks  and  stockings  is  only  10  per  mbL, 
and  that  trade  is  in  the  hands  of  Germany. 
Kvcn  America  buys  most  of  her  cotton  produc- 
tions from  Germany ;  it  is  a  German  trade  alone. 
The  socks  and  stockings  we  mainly  produce  are 
for  people  who  are  not  living  in  luxury— oidi* 
Dsry  working  men. 

'  Do  you  make  any  complaint  about  cotton  socks 
and  stockings,  which  are  not  mentioned  in  your 
letter? — We  have  not  mentioned  them,  beotuse 
we  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  use  Ring- 
ing them  before  the  Commission. 

There  is  no  spinning  machine  in  Australia 
which  -can  make  an  article  such  as  that 
which  I  now  bold  in  my  hand.  This 
article  camiot  be  produced  in  England  or 
in  America,  notwithstanding  the  high 
Tariff  of  that  country.  It  is  made  in 
Germany,  where  there  is  a  secret  process 
which  is  carefully  guarded.  The  capital- 
ists of  America  have  established  a  factory 
in  Germany,  to  which  they  send  stockings 
to  be  dyed  with  what  is  called  the  fast 
diamond  dye,  by  means  of  the  Hermsdorf 
process^  whidi  is  a  trade  secret.  Accwd- 
mg  to  Kelly's  Customs  Tariffs  of  the 
World,  1904,  page  467,  the  duties  in  the 
United  States  on  cotton  stockings  are 
these — 

Stockings  (cotton),  hose  and  half-hose, 
made    on    knitting    machines  or 
frames,  n-o.sp.        ...         ...   30  per  cent 

$  c 

Selvedged  fashioned,  narrowed  or 
shaped  wholly  or  in  part  by  knit- 
ting machines  or  frames,  Talued  at 
not  more  than  9i  per  doten  pairs 

...    per  dozen  pairs   o  50 
Valued  at   more   than   $1   and  not 
more  than  $1.50  per  doien  pairs 

...   per  dosen  pairs  o  60 
Valued  at  more  than  $1.50  and  not 
ou>re   than    $3    per    dozen  pairs 

...    per  dozen  pairs   o  70 
Valued  at  more  than  $2  and  not  more 
than  %i  per  dozen  pairs 

...   per  down  pun   x  *a 
Valued  at  more  than  $3  and  not  more 
than  $5  per  dozen  pain 

...   per  dozen  pairs   a  00 

Yet,  even  with  that  amount  of  protection, 
the  Americans  have  had  to  send  their  goods 
to  be  dved  in  Germany  in  order  to  get  the 
required  colour.  I  have -made  inquirieSr 
and  do  not  lEnosrgitaec8iiigleQfid|6[m  Mel- 
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bourne  or  Sydney  at  which  an  Australian- 
made  pair  of  cotton  socks  can  be  bought. 
Some  verv  strange  statements  are  made. 
One  gentleman  in  whom  I  know  that  hon- 
orable members  have  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fidence was  under  the  impressicxi  that  there 
was  a  contract  between  the  Victorian  Go 
vernment  and  a  .manuf acturer  named  Youlj 
of  South  Melbourne,  for  the  suf^ly  of  cot- 
ton so^  for  the  railway  savants. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  He  supplies  the 
asvlums. 

'Mr.  MALONEY.— I  knew  that  that 
could  not  be  so,  because  the  Australian  rail- 
way servant  is  a  free  man,  and  would  re- 
fuse to  be  dictated  to  as  to  what  socks  he 
should  wear.  These  socks  are  supplied  to 
the  military  at  8Jd.  per  pair,  or  8s.  6d. 
per  dozen.  They  are  a  very  good  article, 
but  a  little  rougher  than  the  imported  cotton 
socks  at  6d.  per  pair  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand.  One  sock  brought  under  my  notice 
was  made  of  very  conmi(m  cotton  yam 
murcd  with  short  fibre  that  had  most  likely 
been  sweepings  fmn  a  tweed  manufactory. 
Mr.  Harold  Sampson,  hosiery  manufac- 
turer, Richmond,  gave  the  following  evi- 
dence to  the  Tariff  Commission— 

71.520.  Do  you  think  it  is  advisable  to  have  a 
duty  of  to  per  cent,  on  cotton  socks  and  atock- 
ings? — No;  I  do  not  see  the  use  of  it.  Even 
if  they  were  made  here,  that  10  per  cent,  would 
not  be  sufficient  protection. 

71.521.  Then  it  is  purely  a  revenue  duty? — 
Yes. 

That  statement  onnddes  with  the  Minis- 
ter's remark  that  so  much  revenue  would 
be  lost — 

71.522.  Do  you  not  think  that  could  be  either 
reduced  or  abolished? — It  could  be  abolished,  as 
far  as  the  manufacturers  are  concerned. 

Mr.  F  rederick  Robinson ,  represen  ti  ng 
Messrs.  Thomas  Murrav  and  Company . 
hosiery  manufacturers,  Richmcmd,  recalled 
and  re-examined,  made  the  following  state- 
ments— 

71,563.  Are  you  interested  in  a  duty  being 
placed  on  cotton  hosiery  or  cotton  socks  ?~Cot- 
toD  socks  and  stockings  we  do  not  fouch.  We 
could  not  do  it  unless  we  had  the  raw  materials 
here. 


y^tS^S-  Is  there  any  one  engaged  in  making 
cotton  socks  and  stockings  in  Australia? — No, 
not  that  we  know  of. 

That  evidence  was  given  on  14th  Febru- 
ary, r9o6.  A  Nottingham  hosiery  company 
tried  to  do  its  own  dyeing,  but  could  not, 
and  ultimately  followed  the  American 
example  by  establishing  a  factory  in  Ger- 
many. The  machine  that  made  the  heavier 
and  coarser  sock  which  I  have  here  would 
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not  be  good  enough  to  make  this  much 
finer  article,  which  one  can  see  through. 
There  are  a  few  cotton  socks  made 
here,  as  Mr.  Youl,  of  South  Mel- 
bourne, manufactures  them  for  the 
military  and  also  for  the  benevo- 
lent asylums/  I  have  heard  to-day,  for 
the  first  time,  that  we  in  Victoria  are  cruel 
enough  to  put  oottm  socks  upon  the  old 
and  helpless  people  in  the  benevol«it 
asylums.  I  am  glad  that  this  debate  has 
brought  that  fact  under  my  notice,  for  I 
shall  never,  in  the  future,  contribute  one 
penny-piece  to  any  institution  which  puts 
cotton  socks  on  the  feet  of  old  people. 
When  splendid  socks  like  the  pair  I  hold  in 
my  hand  can  be  obtained  for  is.  a  pair, 
it  is  contemptible  and  uncharitable  to  save 
a  few  paltrv  pence  at  the  expense  of  the 
comfort  of  the  old  people.  It  is  an  infamy 
that  any  hospital  or  benevolent  asylum,  ox 
home  for  the  aged  poor,  should  do  sudi  a 
thing.  The  Minister  may  ask  how  it  is 
that  I,  who  am  so  strong  a  protectimist, 
should  take  the  stand  I  am  taking  on  this 
item.  But,  as  a  protectiwiist,  I  realise, 
with  the  true  free-trader,  that  we  should 
not  draw  one  penny-piece  from  the  Cus- 
toms House.  We  ought  to  go  even  as  far  as 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  what  we 
can  make  for  our  own  citizens,  but  what  we 
cannot,  and  do  not,  manufacture,  should 
be  admitted  free  of  duty.  If  the  ^finister 
wants  to  have  a  duty  upon  these  articles,  let 
the  Government  set  up  a  national  workshop 
for  the  manufacture  of  them,  and,  as  soon 
as  that  imdertaking  can  produce  enough  to 
supply  even  half  the  commtmity,  let  him 
impose  a  duty  of  100  per  cent,  if  he  likes, 
aiid  he  can  command  my  vote.  But  imtil 
that  is  done,  I  object  to  mulcting  one  out 
of  every  two  of  the  adult  citizens  of  Aus- 
tralia by  means  of  a  revenue  dutv. 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN  (Fawkner)  [9.50].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Melbourne,  as 
a  protectionist,  evidently  wants  to  protect 
the  articles  included  in  paragraphs  a  and 
c — woollen  and  silk  socks.  If  he  consents 
to  the  admission  of  cotton  stockings  free, 
he  will  by  his  action  discourage  the  use  of 
woollen  and  silk  stockings. 

Mr.  Reid. — No;  surely  no  <xie  who  can 
afford  to  buy  woollen  stockings  will  wear 
cotton  ones ! 

Mr.  Thouas. — Is  the  honorable  member 
for  Fawkner  pleading  for  protection,  or 
against  the  imposition  of  a  land  tax  ? 

Mr.  FAIRBAIRN.— I  am  pleading  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  main  industry  of 
Australia,  but  the  honorable  jneipber  for 
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Melbotmje  has  been  pleading  for  the  intro- 
ductioa  of  cotttm  stockings,  which  he  ad- 
mits he  does  not  1^  to  see  any  one  vear- 
ing, 

Mr.  JoHNSON.^ — No;  he  said  that  he  does 
oot  tike  to  see  (rfd 'pestle  in  charitable  in- 
utitutions  wearing  them. 

Mr.  FAtRBAIRN. — If  he  wi^es  to  en- 
courage the  use  oS  wocrilen  and  silk  stodc- 
ings,  surely  he  will  vote  to  impose  a  pro- 
tectionist duty  on  cotton  stockings. 

Mr.  Page. — Does  the  bcmorable  monber 
want  to  make  me  wear  woollen  socks  against 
my  will  ? 

Mr.  FAtRBAIRN.— I  do  not  want  to 
encourage  the  hon(M:able  member  to  wear 
cotton  socks.  Let  u&  impose  a  fair  dutv  in 
order  to  protect  our  own  people,  and  our 
great  woollen  industry. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [g-sal—If  honor- 
able members  desire  to  protect  woollen 
hosiery,  and  to  admit  cotton  hosiery  free, 
diey  might  ^ust  as  well  take  a  big  slice  off 
the  duty  levied  on  woollen  hosiery,  because 
the  latter  comes  into  ccHnpetition  with  the 
fonner.  I  think  that  we  should  deal  with 
ootttm  hosiery  precisely  as  we  dealt  with 
other  kinds  of  hosiery.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers have  taken  the  trouble  to  read  the 
reports  of  the  Tariff  Commisuon,  thev  will 
know  that  practically  every  merchant  who 
was  examined  asked  that  there  should  be  a 
uniform  duty  levied  on  hosiery.  I  am 
anxious  that  we  should  impose  a  duty  on 
cotton  socks,  because,  at  the  instance  of  a 
representative  of  Queensland,  we  levied  a 
duty  on  cotton  yams,  I  presiraie  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  worked  up  bore. 
I  want  the  people  who  are  engaged  in  the 
hosiery  industry  to  have  a  chance  to  com- 
■pete  with  the  imported  articles.  I  am  not 
taking  this  stand  merely  because  the  largest 
hosiery  factory  as  well  as  another  small 
one  happms  to  be  situated  in  my  elec- 
torate. I  trust  that  the  Committee  will 
•  not  agree  to  the  Senate's  request,  because 
if  we  do,  we  shall  be  destroying  a  pos- 
sible industrv,  and  that  is  the  cotton  sock 
industry.  The  honorable  member  far  Mel- 
bourne has  contended  that  ipeople  in  benevo- 
lent asylums  should  not  wear  cotton  socks. 
In  my  opinion,  they  should  not  be  worn  bv 
any  perscm  if  they  are  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  the  community.  I  should  be  pre- 
pared to  prohibit  their  introduction,  but. 
of  course,  that  cannot  be  done  at  this 
stage.  I  believe  that  woollen  socks  are  the 
best  and  most  healthy,  and  I  shall  not  vote 
^  make  it  easy  for  an  unhealthy  article  to 
imported  and  worn  by  the  people  of 


Australia.  I  would  put  cotton  socks  on 
precisely  the  same  foctting  as  woollen  and 
silk  socks. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [9.57].— The 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne  said  that 
no  cotton  sodcs  are  manufactured  in  dus 
country. 

*  Mr.  Malonbt. — I  said  that  most  of  the 
witnesses  made  that  statement. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
letter  in  whidi  certain  manufacturers 
in  South  Melbourne  state  that  they 
cotton  socks,  and  that  if  the  duty  on  those 
articles  be  removed  th^  will  oease  to  do 
so. 

Mr.  Maloitct. — Is  that  a  letter  obtained 
from  the  Department? 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Yes. 

Mr.  Malohet. — ^Then  I  shall-  give  sooie 
infonnation  too. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  asked  for  the  lou  of 
the  Tetter. 

Mr.  Malonev. — I  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  read  the  whole  letter,  so  (hat 
every  honorable  raembo-  may  know  its  con- 
tents. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  do  not  think  that  it 
is  worth  while  to  read  the  whole  of  tiie 
letter,  as  it  is  very  long,  and  therefoie  I 
^11  only  quote  a  few  statements  there- 
fexxn.  The  writers  say  that  they  male 
cotton  socks,  and  that  the  trade  prices  aic 
Sd.t  IS.,  and  is.  6d.  They  assert  that  if 
the  articles  were  admitted  free  the  piA& 
woidd  be  charged  exactiy  the  same  pens 
as  they  are  charged  now,  and  the  im- 
porters would  make  frcm  50  to  70  per  cent 
profit,  whereas  if  the  duty  were  retained 
they  would  make  only  half  that  amomt 
HfHiorable  n\embers  will  not  be  redodng 
the  price  to  the  people  of  this  country  if 
they  allow  the  articles  to  come  in  fne. 
The  importer  will  get  the  pn^t,  and  the 
people  will  not  reap  a  bendit  frcnn  tiie  le- 
moval  of  the  duty.    The  hon(»aUe 

mem- 
ber for  Melbourne  said  that  the  Gennans 
are  the  only  people  who  have  die  right 
Idnds  of  dyes  and  can  manufacture  cottnn 
socks. 

Mr.  Maloney. — I  did  not  say  any  such 
thing.  I  said  that  they  have  a  spedal  d>e 
which  no  OT»e  else  has. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— Yet  the  Japanese  make 
a  large  number  of  socks  and  stockings 
and  send  them  to  Australia.  When  I 
was  in  Japan  seme  time  ago  I  was  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  cotton  singlets  used'  in  Aus- 
tralia were  manufactured  thete.  Prior 
to   that   time  fe,  ,'©0*1^^°**' 
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from  England,  but  now  the  Japanese  have 
secured  almost  a  mooopoly  of  the  trade 
with  Australia.  If  we  wish  to  protect 
the  woolloi  industry  we  shall  not  achieve 
our  purixjse  by  admitting  ail  these  manu- 
factured cotton  good&  free.  It  is  the  most 
difficult  thing  in  the  world  for  an  ordinary 
person  to  distinguish  between  a  cotton  sock 
and  a  merino  sock  or  a  ct^on  stocking  and 
a  merino  stocking.  If  we  levy  the  duty 
proposed  our  people  will  be  afforded  a 
much  better  chance  of  wearing  woollon 
socks. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [10.  i].— The  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra, 
the  honorable  member  for  Fawkner,  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Balaclava)  re- 
mind me  of  ancient  history.  An  account 
which  I  read  some  years  ago  related  how 
in  the  Old  Country  a  tax  was  placed  upon 
every  person  who  did  not  wear  woollen 
doChes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — At  that  time  people 
had  to  be  buried  in  wool. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Yes.  their  shrouds  had  to 
be  made  of  it,  and  I  am  COTvinoed  that  if 
some  honorable  members  had  their  way 
to-day  they  would  do  exactly  as  was  dcme 
in  olden  times. 

Mr.  DuGALD  THpMSON. — Why  not  make 
it  a  criminal  offence  to  wear  cotton  socks? 

Mr.  PAGE.— A  lot  of  us  would  then 
have  no  socks  to  wear.  The  honorable 
member  f^  Yarra  has  affirmed  that  socks 
and  stockings  are  hang  manufactured  in 
.his  electorate.  But  he  did  not  tell  the 
Committee  that  thev  were  woollen  socks  and 
stocking.  What  is  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Robinson  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Murray  and  Cwnpany,  hosiery 
mannfacttirers  carn,'ing  on  business  at 
Richmond  ?  In  giving  evidence  before  the 
Tariff  Commission  be  was  examined  as 
follows — 

Is  there  anv  spimting  plant  in  Austialis  cap* 
able  of  pruducing  those  yams?— Not  to  my 
kDowledge. 

Do  you  think  yen  have  lost  that  (socks  and 
stockings)  trade?— We  caaoot  say  we  have  lost 
it,  bat  it  could  be  retained  m  the  Commoa- 
wealth.  I  do  not  say  that  we  have  lost  it  our- 
selves. 

You  think  you  ought  to  be  able  to  manafac- 
tnre  most  of  it  here? — We  ought  to  be  able^ 

But  you  cannot  say  you  ever  had  it  all? — ^We 
cannot  say  we  ever  had  it  all. 

What  types  of  socks  and  stockings  do  yon  ad- 
mit you  cannot  produce? — We  do  not  profess  to 
make  embroidered  socks  and  stockings. 

Those  are  fancy  goods?— The  Tariff  for  cot- 
ton socks  and  stockings  is  only  10  per  cent.,  and 
that  trade  is  in  the  bands  of  Germany.  Even 
America  buys  most  of  her  cotton  productions 
from  Germany;  it  11  a  German  trade  alone. 
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The  socks  and  stockings  we  mainlv  produce  are 
for  people  not  living  in  luxury — ordmary  work* 
ing  men. 

The  hoTKM-able  member  for  Balaclava  read 
an  official  document  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  the  Customs  Department  by 
the  persons  interested  in  this  industry. 
But  I  ask  him  as  a  reasonable  man 
whether — if  cotton  socks  and  stockings 
are  being  made  in  Victoria  to  the 
extent  that  that  document  indicates — we 
should  derive  a  revenue  from  this  item 
alone  of  j^ao.ooo  annually  ?  The  idea  is 
preposterous  upon  its  face.  The  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  stated  that  a  protective 
duty  would  have  the  effect  of  inducing 
people  to  wear  woollen  socks  and  stockings. 
But  are  we  to  tax  the  whole  community 
— the  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters  of  the 
works's  who  are  interested  in  this  matter— 
for  the  sake  of  a  small  manufacturer  who 
is  turning  out  half-a-dozen  pairs  of  socks 
weekly  in  South  Melbourne?  We  all  know 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  for  many 
persons  to  wear  woollen  goods.  Tf  the 
htmorable  member  for  Melbourne  sticks  to 
his  guns,  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will 
support  him. 

Mr,  REID  <East  Sydney)  [ro.83.-T-I  think 
that  this  is  an  occasion  uptm  which  the 
Committee  can  act  with  a  certain  degree  of 
liberality  towards  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  of  Australia.  There  is  no  sugges- 
tion that  the  making  up  of  cotton  material 
into  socks  is  an  important  indu.stry  here* 
whilst  there  are  tens  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands to  whom  this  is  a  matter  id  great  im- 
pOTtance.  I  should  like  to  relieve  tiie 
anxiety  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bala- 
clava in  r^ard  to  the  terrible  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  Japanese  cotton  socks 
invading  the  Australian  market  and  para- 
lyzing the  industry  at  South  Melbourne.  1 
find  that  in  1906,  out  of  a  total  importa- 
tion of  ^150,000  worth  of  cotton  socks 
and  stockings,  the  enormous  sum  of  jQi^S 
worth  came  frwn  Japan.  Lest  the  danger 
of  a  flood  of  Chinese  cotton  socks  and 
stockings  should  appal  the  honorable 
member,  I  may  mention  that  the  im- 
ports from  Hong  Kong  during  the  same 
year  were  valued  at  j£i.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  v>  that  the  woollen  manufacturers 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  enormous  increased 
protection  which  thev  are  receiving  under 
this  Tariff — an  increase  of  100  per  cent , 
1  think. 

Mr.  TcTBOB. — No;  the  increase  ts  frciA 

15  per  cent,  to  g^,g|^,c@QQgIe 
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Mr.  REID.— r  understand  that  the  duty 
upon  woollens  has  been  increased  v^y  oxi- 
siderably. 

Mr.  TunOR. — From  15  per  rent,  to  25 
per  c«nt. 

Mr.  REID. — Then  I  was  wrong  m  say- 
ing that  there  had  been  an  increase  of  100 
per  cent.  But  the  fact  remains  that  there 
has  been  a  very  substantial  increase.  Hav- 
ing granted  that  increase,  surely  we  might 
allow  the  people  who  cannot  afford  to  wear 
— or  who  do  not  wish  to  wear — woo'i'^.i 
socks,  to  obtain  cotton  socks  free  of  duty. 
It  was  only  10  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff 
which  operated  from  1902  to  1907. 

Mr.   McWiLLiAMS. — Make    it    10  per 
cent.  now. 

Mr.  REID. — I  should  prefer  10  per 
cent,  to  20  or  25.  But  I  really  think 
that  when  honorable  members  consider  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  of  extra 
taxation  which  are  put  upon  the  bulk  of 
the  people  of  Australia  they  will  recogn'se 
that  this  is  an  occasion  when  we  might 
impose  a  low  duty.  This  Tariff,  as  hon- 
orable members  are  aware,  will  yield  any- 
thing up  to  something  like  ^^2,000, 000 
more  in  actual  cash — Australian  cash — 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  Australians. 
Surely  honorable  members  opposite  can 
afford  to  let  the  purchasers  of  these  ar- 
ticles, which  are  not  articles  of  Australian 
manufacture,  have  a  cheap  line.  I  hope — 
of  course,  I  admit  that  the  odds  are  all 
against  it,  but  still  I  hope — ^that  as  there  is 
no  substantial  Australian  industry  invt^ved, 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  will  on  this 
occasion  have  the  benefit  of  liberal  treat- 
ment. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[10.12]. — It  is  surprising  to  me  to  observe 
the  amount  of  interest  that  is  taken  in 
this  question  of  cottcm  socks  and  stock- 
ings. Honorable  members  opposite  have 
been  piling  on  the  duties  line  after  line, 
and  have  imposed  upon  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  taxation  to  an  enormous  extent. 
The  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  is 
really  upset  over  the  question  of  cot- 
ton socks  and  stockings  having  to  bear 
a  duty,  although,  notwithstanding  that 
he  is  a  free-trader,  he  has  agreed  to 
enormous  duties  un  manv  other  lines.  The 
honorable  member  professes  to  represent 
I  he  masses  of  the  people  as  do  other  mem- 
liers  of  the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

Mr.  Foster. — Not  only  profess,  but  do 
represent  them.  HcHiorable  members  chi 
the  C'pposition  side  are  the  professors. 


Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— But,  never- 
theless, these  representatives  of  the  masses 
of  the  people  impose  encmnous  taxes  upon 
them.  They  increase  taxatioi  upon  the  goods 
that  those  whom  they  repres»it  alone  have 
to  buy,  and  then  call  themselves  represen- 
tatives of  the  workers.  There  is  a  large 
secti<^  of  the  people  of  this  country  who 
are  unable  to  buy  woollen  socks  or  stock- 
ings. The  members  of  the  Labour  Party 
are  apparently  so  unfamiliar  with  the  life 
of  the  poorer  classes  that  they  do  not  know 
that  the  children  of  the  htmiblest  section  of 
the  community  nearly  all  wear  cotton  socks. 

Mr.  Webster. — Is  the  honorable  mem-> 
ber  willing  to  take  off  Customs  duties,  and 
impose  a  tax  on  land? 

Mr,  HENRY  WILLIS.— That  is  an- 
other question.  I  have  always  been  in 
favour  of  a  land  tax  <x  direct  taxation. 
But  that  question  is  not  befcve  the  Com- 
mittee just  now. 

Mr.  Thouas. — The  honorable  cember 
raised  it. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  am  op- 
posing indirect  taxation.  Honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  are  nothing  but  political 
humbugs.  Here  is  a  body  of  men  calling 
themsehrs  the  Labour  Party,  who  have 
not  even  seen  the  little  children  going  to 
school  in  white  cotton  socks.  Go  to  the 
poorest  parts  of  any  city  in  Australia,  and 
you  will  see  nothing  but  cotton  socks  worn 
by  the  children.  Go  to  South  Melbourne, 
which  I  believe  is  represented  by  the  boa- 
orable  member  who  has  been  interjecting 
so  frequently  to-night,  ankl  you  will  find 
that  most  of  the  children  going  to  scbocd 
wear  cotton  socks.  These  honorable  mem- 
bers profess  to  represent  the  working 
people,  and  yet  they  are  imposing  laxa* 
tion  to  the  extent  of  ;^20,ooo  a  year  upon 
cotton  socks  and  stockings.  These  gentle- 
men are,  I  say  again,  political  himibugs^ 
who  are  trading  upon  the  cry  of  represent- 
ing the  masses  of  the  people,  although  they 
are  piling  up  duties  which  have  to  be  paid 
exclusively  by  the  poor.  The  honorable 
member  for  Yarra  has  admitted  that  no  in- 
dustry has  been  established,  but  says  that 
one  may  be  established. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  never  said  any  such 
thing. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.- He  said  that 
there  was  no  industry  established  yet. 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  never  said  that ;  but  the 
statement  is  near  enough  for  the  honorable 
member.  ^^^.^^^^^  by  GoOglc 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Where  is  the 
consistency  of  people  who  profess  to  be  en- 
thusiastic in  the  cause  of  the  {toorer  classes, 
and  who  nevertheless  increase  taxation  upon 
them  ?  Another  set  of  honorable  roembera 
are,  in  favour  of  the  duty  because  ;£2o,ooo 
per  annum  will  be  lost  to  the  revenue  if 
it  is  not  imposed.  The  cxily  satisfacticm 
that  I  can  derive  from  this  Tariff  is  that 
in  States  like  Tasmania  and  Queensland 
the  poorer  people  are  paying  less  than  thev 
formerly  paid.  There  is  a  shortage  of 
revenue.  What  does  it  mean?  It  means 
that  the  poor  people  of  those  States  are 
pacing  less  taxation,  whilst  more  money  is 
bemg  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  the  States  where  the  revenue  is 
raised  from  other  sources.  Yet  we  find 
honorable  members  favouring  these  du6e8 
because  they  will  raise  revenue. 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  honorable  member 
Is  pitching  into  those  on  his  own  side.  ■ 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.--The  remark 
applies  to  the  honorable  member  for 
Barrier  also.  He  is  cxie  of  the  most  in- 
consistent men  in  this  Farliainent.  Re- 
presenting a  constituency  in  which  there  is 
one  of  the  richest  mines  in  Australia,  he 
voted  to  take  the  duties  off  timber  used  in 
those  rnjnes,  while  clapping  increased  bur- 
dens upon  the  miners.  What  for?  Only 
to  curry  favour  with  the  mine-owners. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  hwiorable 
member  must  not  pursue  that  line  of  argu- 
ment 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — I  believe  that 
the  mine-owners  are  great  supporters  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Barrier ! 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— He  paid  them 
well  for  supporting  him.  T  hope  we  shall 
soon  go  to  a  vote,  and  shall  show  that  we 
have  swne  intelligence  in  reference  to 
<^cx)  socks  and  stockings.  They  are  im- 
ported, and  evidently  they  are  worn  by 
stxne  <»ie.  The  people  who  wear  them  do 
90  because  they  cost  less  than  socks  and 
stockings  made  of  superior  material.  If 
we  place  a  duty  upon  them  we  shall  be  tax- 
ing the  poor  people.  If  honorable  mem- 
bers opposite  represent  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  as  they  profess  to  do,  they  will 
vote  to  put  cotton  socks  and  stockings  upon 
the  free  list. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth  [10.20].  —  I 
hesitated  to  rise,  because  I  was  sure  that 
the  Labour  Party  would  rise  unitedly  to 
defend  itself  from  the  charges  made  in  the 
very  able  speech  delivered  by  the  fatHiCH*- 
able  membo'  foe  Robertson. 


Mr.  Webster. — No  one  takes  any  notice 
of  him. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^The  honorable  member 
for  Balaclava  said  that  there  were  fixed 
retail  prices  foe  a>ttcHi  socks  and  stockings 
in  Australia,  and  that  if  the  duty 
were  removed  the  only  result  would 
be  that  the  importers  would  make  a 
larger  profit  at  the  expense  of  the 
genera  1  consumer .  My  in  f  ormation  is 
that  the  duty  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber would  have  imposed  will  not  put  up 
the  prices,  but  will  put  down  the  quality. 
I  have  b^tne  me  two  pairs  of  cotton 
stockings,  one  pair  having  been  imported 
kUnder  the  old  Tari£F,  and  the  other  im- 
ported under  the  present  Tariff.  Both  are 
w^d  at  IS.  per  pair.  The  quality  of  the 
pair  impOTted  under  the  present  dut;  is 
infinitely  inferior  to  the  quality  of  that  im- 
ported prittf  to  this  Tariff  coining  into 
force.  It  is  invoiced  at  5s.  3d.  per  dozen 
as  against  the  invoiced  price  of  6s.  per 
dozen  in  respect  of  stockings  imported  under 
the  old  Tariff,  and  both  are  sold  at  is.  per 
pair.  That  shows  clearly  that  this  duty 
will  not  prevent  people  from  wearing 
cotton  socks  and  stockings,  but  that  it  will 
lead  to  their  being  supplied  with  an  article 
of  much  power  quality.  I  wish  to  put  it 
strongly  that  if  honoraUe  members  have 
any  thought  for  the  poorest  people  in  this 
ccxnmunity  they  will  not  endeavour  to  com- ' 
pel  them  to  wear  hosiery  inferior  to  that 
which  they  now  use,  which,  Heaven  knows> 
is  poor  enough. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[10.24]. — ^The  debate  on  the  Tariff  has  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  in  this  House  there 
are  protec6(xiists  and  protectionists.  T£ere 
are  those  who  strc»gly  a<}vocate  protective 
duties  to  encourage  industries  that  give 
prcxnise  of  being  established  on  a  self- 
supporting  basis ;  there  are  others  who  are 
prepared  to  advocate  taxation  through  the 
Customs,  and  to  so  allocate  it  that  whilst 
being  a  powerful  means  of  raising  revenue 
it  will  also  have  a  protective  incidence. 
Those  who  support  protective  duties  to 
establish  local  industries  are  not  in  favour 
of  purely  revenue  duties,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  honorable  member  for  Mel- 
bourne, who  has  so  ably  placed  this  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee,  cwnes  within 
that  category.  He  desires  to  establish  in- 
dustries by  means  of  protective  duties ;  but 
he  is  not  in  favour  of  Custcxns  taxation 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue. 
The  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  has 
urged  that  we  sJ^t^W^  gcQf^ggl^uest 
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for  the  reascm,  amcmgst  others,  that  if  the 
honorable  member  for  Melbourne's  pro- 
position were  agreed  to  we  should  lose  a 
|;ood  deal  of  revenue.  I  think  that  he  was 
justified  in  placing  that  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee,  but  I  would  ask 
those  who  do  not  believe  in  Customs  duties 
for  merely  revenue  purposes  to  keep  that 
fact  in  mind.  Many  people  must  neces- 
sarily wear  cotton  socks  or  stockings.  Cli- 
matic conditions  throughout  a  large  part 
of  the  Commffliwealth  render  the  use  of 
such  hosiery  almost  imperative,  and  it  is 
absurd  for  the  sake  of  erKouraging  a  local 
industry  to  endeavour  to  compel  those  re- 
sicting  m  the  warmer  parts  of  Australia  to 
use  woollen  hosiery.  If  this  duty  be  im- 
posed, they  win  be  .compelled  either  to 
purchase  these  goods  at  s.  greatly  enhanced 
price  and  thereby  to  add  materially  to  the 
revenue  frona  CustcHns  taxatiwi,  or  to  do 
without  such  wear.  It  has  also  been  urged 
with  much  force  that  cott<Hi  hosiery  is  used 
largelv  by  the  poorer  classes,  and  that  this 
tax  will  fall  heavily  upon  the  worker — 
upon  the  miner  and  even  the  factory  hand 
engaged  in  other  industries.  It  will  press 
very  heavily  upon  the  working  man  with  a 
family,  who  has  to  provide  his  children 
with  hosiery,  and  it  will  be  still  another 
charge  upon  his  slender  inctsne.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  the  desire  the  protec- 
tionists of  the  labour  Party  to  impose 
burdens  upon  the  poor  in  this  connexion. 
It  has  been  admitted  by  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  that  one  strong  reason 
for  asking  the  Committee  to  agree  to  this 
increase  is  that  it  is  necessary  to  /nake 
good  a  loss  of  revenue  in  other  directions. 
Mr.  AusTm  CHAPitAN. — Na  ' 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  hope  that 
honorable  members  frill  adopt  the  rule  laid 
down  by  some  protectionists  at  all  events, 
that  duties  which  press  heavily  upon  the 
pOOT  are  unworthy  of  support.  I  feel 
sure  that  the  observance  q£  that  policy 
will  mean  that  this  item  of  cotton  socks  and 
stockings  will  be  placed  upon  the  free  list, 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.30]. — On  more  than  one  occasicm.  I 
have  said  that  my  onlv  object  in  supporting 
protective  duties  is  to  encxMirage  the  manu- 
facture of  the  dutiable  articles  in  Australia. 
I  have  not  supported  duties  merelv  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  re\-enue,  because  X  be- 
lieve that  revenue  should  be  collected  in 
some  other  way.  When  the  Tariff  was 
previously  before  the  Committee,  I  did  not 
"oote  from  reports  of  either  the  free-trade 


Qi  protectionist  secticxis  of  the  Tariff  Cnn- 
mission,  becau&e  I  could  never  discover- 
which  section  told  the  truth.  In  every  case 
one  ox  the  other  must  have  been  saying  what 
was  juntrue.  When  one  hcmorable  member 
quoted  in  support  of  a  $>roposal  the  repOTt 
of  the  protectionist  sectitm,  another 
quoted  in  oppositiorf  to  it  the  report  of  the 
free-lrade  seoticm,  and  the  result  was  chaos. 
Strangely  enough,  I  find  that  both  sectiwis 
Qf  the  Tariff  Ccxnmissicui  were-  agreed  in 
this  particular  case. 

Mr,  Reid. — ^The  members  of  the  free- 
trade  section  of  the  Commission  believed*  in 
raising  revenue  through  the  Customs^  while- 
the  honwable  member  does  not. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  quote  the  follow- 
ing from  the  report  of  the  fiee-trade  section 

of  the  Oxmnission — 

No  proposal  of  a  duty  tax  cotton  hosiery  wu 
made  by  aay  of  the  witnesses  who  asked  for  a 
higher  Tariff  on  wooUea  goods.  On  the  con- 
trary, a  manufacturer  deprecated  a  tuggestioA 
by  a  Commissioner  of  a-  duty  on  cotton  Mcka 
and  stockings. 

In  a  progress  report  by  the  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  the  Tariff  CcKnmisston,  I  find  the 
following — 

Cotton  socks  and  stockings  were  not  at  present 
manufactured  in  Australia.  There  wai  no  im- 
mediate prospect  of  the  saccessful  initiation  of 
this  branch  of  hosiery  production  here,  and, 
therefore,  these  goods  did  not  require  to  be 
protected  by  a  special  duty. 

So  far  the  reports  by  the  two  sections  of  the 
Commis^on  agree.  The  protectionist  sec- 
tion went  on  to  say — 

The  hosiery  manufacturers  who  appeared  be- 
fore your  Commissioners  were  interested  in 
securing  an  increased  import  duty  upon  woollen 
socks  and  stockings  only,  but  some  of  them  in- 
cidentally stated  that  if  the  present  duty  of  xo 
per  cent,  on  cotton  hosiery  were  increased  to  20 
or  25  per  cent.,  and  the  raw  material  locally 
produced,  they  could  compete  with  imported  cot- 
Ion  socks  and  stockings.  The  manufacture  of 
this  kind  of  cotton  hosiery  was  confined  to  Ger- 
many. The  Australian  manufacturers  did  not 
spin  cotton  yam. 

These  jeports  proved  ranclusively  to  my 
mind  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect 
of  the  establishment  of  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  socks  and  stockings  in  Australia,  and  I 
therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  as  a  protectionist 
to  vote  against  the  imposition  of  any  duties 
upon  these  articles.  I  have  learned  sixxe 
that  Foy  and  Gibson,  of  Cotlingwood.  do. 
manufacture  cotton  socks,  tnd  I  have  also 
been  told  that  tl^^,^ar^^.@^^a^  by  a 
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'  finn  in  own  electorate.  It  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  I  have  always  fou^t  hard  to 
get  for  my  oonstituoits  what  tbev  required. 
1  know  the  manufacturer-  in  South  Md- 
boume  who  has  been  referred  to,  and  I 
knew  his  father  before  him  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  excellent  woollen  goods,  but  until 

.  this  evening  I  never  beard  that  they  manu- 
factured cotton  socks  or  stockings. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Should  not  that 
,  information  have  been  supplied  to  the 
Tariff  Commission? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Yes;  but  the  Com- 
mittee sat  in  1906  and  1907,  and  I  admit 
"that  much  might  have  happened  since  they 
took  evidence.  As  a  protectionist.  I  have 
contended  that  the  imposition  of  a  protec- 
tive duty  does  not  necessarily  increase  the 
price  of  the  dutiable  article  where  there  is 
local  manufacture  as  well  as  importation. 
hxaz  if  we  imposed  a  duty  on  cotton 
socks  and  stockings  when  these  articles 
vs-i  not  manufactured  here,  I  am 
'certain  that  without  local  competition  the 
result  would  be  that  the  importer  would 
raise  the  price  in  proportion  to  the  duty. 
I  am  aware  that  when  people  have 
been  accustomed  to  pay  a  certain  price  for 
an  article,  they  strongly  object  if  they  are 
asked  to  pay  a  higher  price.  In  voting  as 
.1  intend  to  do,  to  make  cotton  socks  and 
stockings  free  of  duty,  I  hold  that  I  shall 
not  be  departing  froca.  true  protectionist 
principles,  as  no  sati'sfactory  evidence  has 
been  adduced  that  these  articles  are  being 
commercially  manufactured  in  Australia. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [10.36].  —  1 
must  in  this  matter  take  the  same  stand  as 
that  indicated  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports.  Where  there  is  a  pros- 
pect that  any  article  will  be  manufactured 
in  Australia  within  a  reasonable  time,  it  is 
the  duty  of  protectionists  to  support' a  pro- 
tectionist duty  upon  that  article. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — Why  should  it  be  dif- 
ficult to  make  cotton  socks  and  stockings  in 
'Australia  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  —  I  happen  to  know 
that  the  cotton  socks  and  stockings  so  largely 
used  by  adults  and  children  in  Australia 
are  made  chiefly  in  Germany.    The  reason 
,is  that  the  secret  of  the  dyeing  of  these 
articles  is  not  in  the  possessicm  of  the  manu- 
■facturers  of  any  other  country.  British 
1  manufacturers  have  for  many  years  tried 
in  j«un  to  qut  iijto  the  trade,  but  :they 


have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  secret  of  the 
dyeing  of  the  goods.  The  manufacture  of 
these  articles  is  practically  a  wooispcAy  in 
the  hands  of  German  manufacturers.  There 
is  no  possibility  of  their  being  manufactured 
here. 

Mr.  Coon. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
wnmg  there. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Batman  cannot  prove  that  the  cot- 
ton  socks  and  stockings  to  which  I  refer 
are  bong  made  here.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  cannot  be  .  made  here.  The  honorable 
member  f«  Calare  ha&  ptmited  out  that 
climatic  conditicxis  make  it  a  matter  of 
choice  with  a  majwity  of  the  people  of 
Australia  to  wear  cotton  socks.  I  know 
that  I  prefer  cotton  to  woollen  -socks  for 
summer  wear.  As  one  who  professes  pro- 
tectionist principles,  I  am  unable  to  vote 
for  a  tax  upcm  an  article  which  is  largely 
used  by  the  community  which  is  not  made» 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  made  here,  and 
which,  to  all  intents  and  (purposes,  is  a 
monc^ly  in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturers 
of  CHie  country  who  have  not  permitted  the 
secret -of  their  manufacture  to  be  dis- 
covered even  by  the  manufacturers  of  older 
nations  of  the  world. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [10.40],  — 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Sydney 
and  the  honcvable  member  fw  East  Sydney 
both  stated  that  there  had  been  an  increase 
in  the  duty  on  woollen  hosiery  to  the  ex- 
tent of  66  per  cent. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  was  giving 

the  honorable  member's  own  figures. 

Mr.  TUDOR. — The  Customfr  returns, 
however,  show  that  about  95  per  cent,  of 
the  woollen  hosi»y  comes  fran  Great  Bri- 
tain, and,  therefore,  the  increase  has  not 
been  66  per  cent.,  but  only  about  33  per 
cent.,  the  duty  being  20  per  cent,  against 
G  rea  t  B  ri  t ain ,  whereas  in  the  previous 
Tariff  it  was  15  per  cent.  The  im- 
ports of  cotton  hosiery  in  1 904  were 
valued  at  ;£i  28,000,  in  1905  at  jQi^i^ooo, 
and  in  1906  at  ^iS5.oo'>;  whilu  the  im- 
ports of  woollen  hosiery  in  the  same  years 
were  valued  at  ^^265, 000,  ^290,000,'  and 
^^313, 000  respectivelv.  The  increase  in 
the  duty  on  woollen  hmiery  has  been  little 
'enough,  and  I  should  have  preferred  it 
■  to  i£main  at  the  original  figure,  namely, 
'  25  per  cent  all  round,  with  no  preference. 
It  l»as  been  su^sted  that  §pme  honorable 
members  are  votii^ggi^^^^^j^ogl^t  of 
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the  Senate  in  order  that  the*  revenue  may 
be  maintained.  But  the  revenue  aspect 
does  not  appeal  to  me ;  I  am  voting  as  a 
protectiwiist,  because  cotton  socks  and 
stockings  can  be  made  here  as  well  as  can 
woollen  socks  and  stockings.  If  the  re- 
,  quest  be  granted,  there  will  be  a  dutv  on 
the  raw  material,  while  the  finished  article 
will  be  free. 

Mr.  Page. — Are  we  not  going  to  make 
cotton  vanis  here? 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  Yes;  and  I  suppose 
every  Queoisland  geographical  pn^sqticmist 
will  be  in  favour  of  a  duty.  I  desire  movly 
to  point  out  that  we  shall  be  likely  *o 
cripple  the  woollen  hosiery  industry  by 
making  it  easio"  for  people  to  obtain  cotton 
socks  and  stockings  if  we  accede  to  the 
request  of  the  Senate. 

Progress  reported. 

House  ftdjouroed  at  10.47  P-°>- 


JK}ouse  of  Hrptrsrntattbrs. 

Wednesday,  29  April,  /po*. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 

Purchase  of  "  Lone  Hand  "  Article. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  let  the  Prime  Minister 
know  last  night  that  I  should  to-day  ask 
him  a  question  with  regard  to  the  purchase 
by  the  Government  of  an  article  which  ap- 
peared in  the  first  isstie  of  the  Lone  Hand 
magazine.  I  ask  now  what  was  the  price 
paid  for  that  article,  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment took  to  insure  the  purchase  of  the 
best  article  obtainable  from  the  press  of 
Australia,  and  when  the  arrangements  for 
its  purchase  were  made? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — It  slipped  my  memory 
until  a  few  minutes  ago,  that  the  honorable 
member  intended  to  ask  the  questicm.  I 
have  had  to  obtain  the  infcHmation  by  tele- 
phone. Speaking  frwn  memcay,  the  pur- 
chase was  made  about  the  beginning  of 
1907,  the  conditicms  being  that  we  were  to 
be  supplied  with  cc^ies  of  the  article  be- 
fore it  was  published,  and  to  pay  ;^i20 
for  10,000  copies  and  all  the  plates.  These 
copies  were  circulated  throughout  the 
Mother  Country,  and.  as  press  cuttings 
show,  gained  a  great  deal  of  notice.  The 


figures,  diagrams,  and  pictures  "which  were 
given,  illustrated  the  great  resources  of  the 
C(xninpnwealth  more  vividly  than  any  other 
publication  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

Mr.  Bamford. — Does  ;^r2o  cover  the 
cost  of  circulation? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  covers  all  our  pay- 
ment  to  the  magazine  for  the  10,000 
a>pies,  and  the  plates. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Negotiations  must  have 
proceeded  between  the  Government  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  Lone  Hand  or  Bulletin 
before  the  publication  of  the  article,  and, 
therefore,  I  would  ask  the  Prime  Minister 
to  lay  the  papers  on  the  table,  as  the  best 
way  to  give  honorable  members  informa- 
tion on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  do  not  remember 
what  papers  there  are,  but  have  no  objec- 
tion to  their  publicati(xi. 

LEAVE    OF  ABSENCE. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Deakin)  agreed  to — 

That  leave  of  absence  for  one  month  be 
Kraoted  to  the  honorable  members  for  Adelaidet 
Oxley,  Perth,  and  Grampipns. 

COMMONWEALTH  YEAR-BOOK. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Herbert  yesterday  asked  a  ques- 
tion respecting  the  publication  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  Year-Book.  I  find  that  it  will 
be  published  at  the  end  of  this,  oc  early 
next,  week. 

PAPUAN  LAND  SETTLEMENT. 

Mr.  McWILLIAMS  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  ufon  notice — 

I.  If  the  land  settled  on  by  Messrs.  Buchanan 
and  Chnrpcnter  bad  been  leased  by  the  lettlen 
from  the  Government?  or, 

a.  If  the  land  in  question  belonga  to  the 
natives? 

3.  Will  he  postpone  the  operations  of  the 
punitive  party  now  organized  until  the  ownet- 
ship  of  liie  land  has  been  ascertained? 

Mr.   DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 

honorable  member's  questions  are — 

I  and  2.  The  Government  have  no  information 
that  Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Cbarpenter  had 
settled  on  any  land.  So  far  as  particulars 
furnished  to  the  Department  show,  no  land  has 
been  applied  for  by  settlers  or  acquired  frcim 
the  native^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  die 
Kaipani  River. 

3.  The  Government  have  no  Infotmation  as  to 
any  punitive  party.  As  stated  in  the  telegram 
read  to  the  House  yesterda;^  the  Acting  Ad- 
ministrator intended  leaving  for  ihe  Gulf  on 
last  Monday  week.  In  <ocdinai7  course-  we 
lhaU  not  hear  ir^^MW^^gf^^*- 
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PUBLIC  SERVICE  REGRADING. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  upon  notice — 

I-  Did  the  Public  Service  Commissioner  sab- 
mit  a  scheme  some  time  ago  for  regrading  the 
Public  Service? 

3.  Is  it  proposed  to  accept  the  recommendation 
thus  submitted ;  and,  if  so,  when  is  it  proposed 
to  bring  this  scheme  into  operation? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questicms  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  The  Public  Service  Commissioner  submitted 
a  proposal  for  the  reclassification  of  all  post- 
offices  and  postmasters,  and  it  is  at  present  be- 
fore the  Postmaster-Generars  Department. 

a.  Yes,  and  it  will  be  brouftbt  into  operatioa* 
wiU)  any  modifications  that  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary, as  soon  as  the  Department  has  com- 
pleted its  consideration  of  the  proposals. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT.  .■ 

Sydnev    Railway    Station    Late  Fee 
l-etteb-box — transfers  of  officers. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  upon  notice — 

1.  Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  late  fee 
letter-box  at  the  Central  Railway  Station,  Syd- 
ney, is  without  any  provision  for  lighting,  and 
that  consequently  the  officials  have  to  rely  upon 
candles  and  Wcycle  lamps  for  light  in  making 
up  the  late  mails  for  England  and  Melbourne 
and  other  places  when  the  trains  are  despatched' 
after  daric;  and  whether  some  arrangement  can- 
not be  made  to  remedy  this  inconvenience? 

2.  -Whether  it  is  trie  that  the  fixing  of  an 
ordinate  red  letter  receiver  immediately  under 
the  notice  upon  the  late  fee  letter-box,  mentioned 
in  the  previous  question,  causes  great  incon- 
venience and  confusion  to  the  public,  and  that 
late  fee  letters  are  often  posted  in  this  receiver 
under  the  impression  that  it  is  the  late  fee 
letter-box  ? 

,  3.  Can  anything  be  done  to  prevent  this  con- 
fusion and  misunderstanding  in  the  future? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Inquiries  are 
being  made,  arid  replies  will  be  furnished 
in  due  course. 

Mr.  WATKINS,  for  ^^r.  Poynton, 
asked  the  Postmaster- General,  upon  notice — ■ 

1.  Have  the  various  State  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General  been  asked  to  furnish  reports  as  to  whe- 
ther any  officers  are  adversely  affected  as  the 
result  of  their  being  transferred  to  Uie  Common- 
wealth ? 

2.  Have  any  of  the  State  Deputy  Postmasters- 
General  furnished  such  reports? 

3.  If  so,  will  the  Miuister  place  on  the  table 
of  the  House  all  or  any  of  such  reports? 

Mr.  HUME  COQK.— The  answers  to 
the  honorable  member's  questicHis  are — 

I-  The  Deputy  Postmasters>General  were 
asked  to  furnish  reports  showing  a  comparison 
of  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  officers  under 
State  and  under  Federal  fxmtiol. 


a.  Ye^  all  Deputy  Postmasters-General  have 
furnished  such  reports. 

3.  Copies  of  all  such  reports  will  be  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  HounT 

FLEMINGTON  (N.S.W.)  RIFLE 
RANGE. 

Mr.  BOWDEN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  upon  notife—  • 

1;  What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  alte- 
lange?  "P^'"  Fleiington  riBe 

«nf™''  ^*  "T*"  8"**  dissatisfaction  exUts 
among  members  of  some  of  the  rifle  clubs 
using  that  range,  and  that  «>me  «e  lelwSg  S 
clubs  in  consequence  of  the  inconvenience  caused 
by   their  bemg   compelled   to   visit  Randwlck 

c'o:;pS?  «p-«  •« 

Mr.  EWING.— The  answers  to  the  hon- 
orable  member's  questions  are— 

I.  The  complicated  nature  of  the  daman  to 
«ic  range  which  necessitated  several  contulta- 
afl  •  **^t.*''*  Defence  and  Home 

Affairs  Departments  with  regard  to  the  technical 
details  IS  the  reason  given  for  the  time  which 

lifP"  I.  ^  I«  on  3"t  March, 

and  the  vrork  is  to  be  completed  on  33rd  June. 

-a.  Inquiries  are  being  made,  and  the  Com- 
mandant  will  be  asked  to  see  if  temporary 
ffwi'Vr  PMvided  to  meet  as  for  «  p2 

sible  the  wishes  of  the  riflemen  interested. 

PAPER. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  laid  upon  the  table 
the  followmg  paper — 

Reports  making  a  comparison  of  the  advan- 
tages  enjoyed  by  officers  under  Sute  and  under 
Commonwealth  control,  Postmaster-General's 
i^epartment. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

In  Committee  (Consideration  resumed 
from  28th  April,  vide  page  10652) : 

Item  132.  Socks  and  Stockings  of  all  kinds 
for  human  attire,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  on 
and  after  14th  November,  1907,  25  per  cent.; 
(United  Kingdom),  on  and  after  14th  Novem- 
ber, 1Q07,  20  per  cent. 

Requests.  —  Leave  out  the  words  "of  all 
kinds,  '  insert  "  viz."  after  the  word  "attire," 

and  add  the  following  paragraphs  :  

"(a)  Woollen   or   containing  wool,   ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  25  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdom),  ao  per  cent. 
(B)  Ctotton,  free. 

(c)  Silk  or  containing  silk,  but  not  contain- 
ing wool,  and  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent,  j  (United  Einir. 
dom),  20  per  cent." 

Upon  which  Mr.  Austin  Chapman  had 
moved — 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  not  made. 
Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [2.39].— Various 
speakers  last  evening  stated  that  i  cotton 
goods  are  not,  and)i^aor,Ui^I)t^^$ere; 


10654  CuitoKB  [REPRESENTATIVES.!      Tariff  m. 


but  I  am  now  in  a  positicm  to  say  that 
thev.  Can  be,  and  are,  made  here. 
WK6n  the  Tariff  was  first  introduced  some 
sixteen  machines  were  imported  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  cotton  stockings.  Several 
hundreds- of  pairs  were  made,  and,  at  pre- 
sent, one  firm  has  2,000  lbs.  of  cottcm  yarn 
waiting  to  make  up  into  these  goods.  Last 
year  we  imported  ^156,000  worth  of  them. 
Tbey  are  made  to-day  in  Victoria  under 
conditi<xis  which  are  not  to  be  excelled  in 
any  part  of  the  wwld. 

MP.  Maloney.— Can  they  be  dyed  here 
equal  to  those  dyed  in  Germany? 

Mr.  COON.— Yes. 

Mr.  Johnson.— Then  the  evidence  of  the 
manufacturers  before  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion is  all  wrOTig? 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member,  as 
a  rule,  does  not  follow  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion's reports  unless  it  suits  him  to  do  so. 
Since  the  Tariff  Commission  sat,  the  in- 
dustry has  been  startetl  I  am  surprised  at 
the  honorable  member  for  Melbourne  say- 
ing that  we  cannot  make  goods  as  well  as 
the  Germans  can.  I  am  prepared  to  pro- 
duce three  samples  this  afternoon,  and  I 
will  undertake  that  the  honorable  membefr 
fOT  Melbourne  cannot  distinguish  the  Aus- 
tralian-made from  the  German  article. 

Mr.  LiDDELL.— The  test  is  in  the  wear- 
ing, not  in  the  appearance. 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorable  member  is 
very  much  concerned  about  their  wearing 
qualities.  So  am  I,  and  I  am  also  con- 
cerned about  the  people  getting  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — The  honorable  member 
would  prefer  shoddy.  ' 

Mr.  COON.— I  am  against  the  imported 
shoddv.  and  in  favour  of  the  local  article, 
which' will  give  better  satisfaction,  and  also 
give  emplovment.  I  am  surprised  at  hon- 
orable members  who  represent  the  cause  of 
protection,  stating  that  we  cannot  make 
cotton  stockings  here.  It  is  absurd  to  say 
that  the  most  progressive  people  in  the 
world  are  not  equal  to  such  a  small  detail 
as  the  making  of  their  own  stockings.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  Australian  stocking, 
made  under  conditions  insured  by  Victorian 
factory  legislation,  under  which  a  girl  of 
seventeen  years  of  a^e  can  earn  24s.  a 
week  at  the  work.  This  other  stocking  was 
made  under  conditions  where  there  is  no  re- 
striction of  the  hours  of  labour,  and  where 
a  girl  gets  only  7s.  a  week.  Is  that  the 
kind  of  stocking  that  members  of  the  Op- 
position want  us  to  import  into  Australia? 


Mr.  Kelly. — ^What  i&  the  source  of  the 
honorable  member's  informati(m? 

Mr.  COON. — The  htmorable  member 
would  not  go  to  the  source  to  which  I  went 
to  get  the  information.  He  stands  aside 
and  says,  "  I  shall  not  be  convinced  unless 
I  see  it  for  myself."  The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  see  for  himself  to-morrow  morning 
what  the  source  of  my  information  is.  He 
can  see  the  girls  working  the  machines,  and 
the  conditions  of  their  employment.  If  we 
can  produce  the  article  here  at  the  same 
price  for  the  poor  people  of  this  country, 
wc  should  do  so.  One  hcmorable  member 
opposite  claimed  that  he  was  stuiding  up 
a.^  the  representative  of  the  masses  of  tbie 
people,  fcKit  does  he  represent  the  masses, 
when  he  is  prepared  to  allow  the  sweated 
goods  of  other  countries  to  come  here  to 
enter  into  competiti<m  with  the  products 
of  our  own  labour?  If  these  stockings 
can  be  mafle  here  under  fair  ccmditioos, 
and  be  retailed  at  the  same  price  as  the 
imported — 6d.  per  pair — ^why  dtould  not 
the  local  manufacturers  have  the  protection 
proposed?  Why  should  we  not  give  em- 
ployment to  hundreds  of  peopte  in  this  in- 
dustry ?  I  appeal  to  all  protecticiusts,  and 
particularly  to  the  honoraUe  member  for 
Melbourne  Ports,  to  vote  for  the  duty. 
That  honorable  member  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension yesterday.  Like  several 
others,  he  was  not  aware  that  these  stodc- 
ings  were  being  made  here,  and  that  the 
work  will  give  employment  to  thousands 
of  people.  The  paper  which  I  hold  in 
mv  hand  is  a  part  of  the  industry.  Two 
twis  of  it  are  ordered  at  a  time,  to  wrap 
the  stockings  in.  The  boxes  I  have  hese 
are  also  produced  under  Australian  condi- 
tions, so  that  all  round  the  industry  gives 
employment  to  'tiiousands  of  people. 

Sir.  Kelly. — Thousands  ? 

Mr.  COON.— If  the  honorable  member 
had  his  way,  he  would  close  up  all  the  fac- 
tories. 

Mr.  Johnson. — How  many  people  are 
employed  in  manufacturing  those  stockings 
ii)  Australia  now? 

Mr.  COON. — It  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
know  that  56,000  worth  were  imported 
last  year.  Let  the  honorable  member  work 
our  for  hin^lf  how  many  hands  that  woaltt 
give  employment  to  at  30s.  a  week.  I 
appeal  to  all  protectionists  to  vote  for  the 
duty.  I  claim  the  votes  of  the  honorable, 
n;ember  for  Melbourne,  and  the  honwable 
member  for  Melbourne  Ports,  now  that  it 
has  been  pro\-ed  conclusively  that  tbese- 
stockings  are  madftgheeejsy  vjOOQIC 
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Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ments, leaving  out  the  words  "of  all 
kinds";  inserting  "viz."  after  the  word 
"  attire," ;  and  inserting  new  paragraphs  in 
-item  132  (Socks  and  Stockings)  be  not 
made— put.    The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes 
Noes 


17 
39 


Majwity 


Chapman,  ^ustiq 
.Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 

Oeakia,  A. 

Ewiog,  T.  T. 

Groom,  L.  E. 

Lync,  Sir  William 

Mathews,  J. 
.0*Mall«y,  King 


Archer.  E.  W. 
AtkiasoQ,  L. 
Bamfotd,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  £.  L. 
Bowdea,  E.  K.. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
^o^ter,  t.  J. 
J^'oxton,  Colonel 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hoehef,  W.  M. 
Xrviae,  W.  H. 


Chanter,  J.  U. 
Kingston.  C.  C. 
Knox,  W. 
Harper,  R.  _ 
Mauger,  S, 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Fisher,  A. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Wynne,  A. 
Fairbaini,  G. 


13 


Atzs. 


Salmon,  C  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrcr,  O. 
Thomson,  John 
Walbios,  D. 
Wise,  C.  H. 

Tellers: 
Hutchison,  J. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 


Nobs. 


lohnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mabon,  U.  - 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McWilliami.  W.  1. 
Page,  J. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Thomas,  J, 
Thomson.  Dugald 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 
Teltert, 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
Webster,  W. 


PAUtS. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Poynton,  A. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Smith,  Bnice 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Hedges,  W.  K. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Requested  amendments  made. 

Mr.  Page. — ^Adjourn! 

Sir  William  Lyne.~I  do  not  like 
so  much  of  this  lobbying,  especially  by 
the  lady  friends  of  the  leader  of  the  Qppo- 
sition. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  134 
(Trimmings,  •&c.),  and  item  135  (Bayonets, 
&c.),  made. 

Item  r37.  Wigsi  Hair-nets;  and  mrticlei  of 
natural  or  imitation  hair, 'ad*  val.,  cent.; 
and  on  and  after  .i4tb  Npvember,  soo/i'  ao  per 
«ent.   -  J 


Xffiwj/.— Amend  the  item  to  read  as  fol- 
lowi  f— 

"  Articles  of  Natural  or  Imitation  Hair 
(a)  Wigs,    Transformations,    and  Fringes, 
each  IDS.  or  ad  val.  ao  per  cent., 
whichever    rate    returns    the  higter 
duty.  ^ 
(B)  Switches,  each  58.  or  ao  per  cent,  ad 
val.,  whichever  rate  retbms  the  hieher 
duty.  ^ 
(c)   Hair'nets,  and  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  ao  per 
cent." 

^^otion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [2.57].— Per- 
haps,  to  begin  with,  the  Treasurer  will  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  what  a  switch  is. 

Mr.  Salmon.— Has  there  been  any 
lobbying  on  this  item? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  think  that  there 
must  have  been.  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  Treasurer  whether  he  has  been 
amoiable  to  any  lobbying  cm  this  item. 

Sir  WiiLiAM  Lyne.— The  lobbyist  has 
gone. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  the  onlv  lobbyist  that 
we  have  had.    There  have  'been  hundreds 

on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— This  is,  I  think,  a 
most  cruel  imposition.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  we  had  a  long  and  animated  de- 
bate on  this  item,  and  that,  out  of  con- 
sideration for  the  feelings,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  pockets,  of  several  honorable  mem- 
bers who  felt  that  they  were  personally  in- 
terested, the  good  nature  of  honorable 
members  prevailed,  even  over  their  protec- 
hve  proclivities  in  many  instances,  and  the 
duty  was  reduced  from  30  to  20  per  cent. 
But  now  the  Senate  has  made  a  request  to 
re-rast  the  item,  and  to  impose  different 
duties.  Honorable  members  ought  not  to 
be  called  upon  to  give  a  vote  unless  they 
know  what  switches  ace.  .The  Treasurer 
ought  to  state  why  they  should  be  subjected 
to  a  duty  of  $s.  each,  or  20  per  cent,  ad 
valoT€m,  whichever  returns  the  higher  duty. 
So  far  as  I  know,  a  switch  is  a  bunch  of 
hair  unattached  to  the  head  but  super- 
imptwed  on  the  cranium  to  give  the  effect 
oj  abundance  where  abundance  is  not,  and 
thus  to  artificially  increase  the  natural 
adornment  of  a  woftiah.  It  is  one  of  those 
contrivances  to  which  ladies  have  recourse 
to  enhance  their  charms,  and  set  off  their 
headdfess  in  a  more  artistic  way.  It  is 
really  a  tax  on  art.  We  ought  to  'encourage 
the  free  introduction  of  everything  which 
makes  for  asstheticism,  and  appeals  to  the 
artistic  sense,  and  therefwe  I  thin|r,that  a 
very  strong  objecftBiJfletl^fttg^de  to' 
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the  moticffi  of  the  Treasurer  to  subject  the 
ladies  of  Australia  to  this  unnecessary  tax. 
Motion  agreld  to. 
Requested  amendment  made. 
Item  139.    Arms,  viz.  : — 
(a)  Double-barrelled  Guns  aad  Rifles,  each 
(General   Tariff),   iis.j   and  on  and 
after  istli  November,  1907,  ad  val., 
.  15  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  los,; 
ana   on   and   after   15th  November, 
1907,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent. 

(B)  Single-barrelled  Guns  and  Rifles,  each 

(General  Tariff),  5s.  6d. ;  and  on  and 
after  i^th  November,  1907,  ad  val., 
IE  per  cent. ;  {United  Kingdom),  ss. ; 
and  on  and  after  15th  NovemDer, 
1907,  ad  val.,  10  per  cent. 
iee«i«/.— Insert  after  "  Rifles,"  in  both  para- 

gra^s,  the  words  "  bearing  the  British  or  other 

approved  test  mark." 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment*  be  made. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [s-^]— I 
should  like  to  know  what  test  marks  are  in 
existence  in  the  Mother  Country  in  con- 
nexion with  double-barrelled  guns  and 
rifles.  The  suggestion  is  that  we  should 
make  these  duties  applicable  to  guns  bear- 
ing the  British  or  other  approved  test  mark. 
Is  there  a  British  test  mark? 

Sir  WiUJAM  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  REID.— What  authority  tests  these 
guns  and  rifles  and  puts  its  approved  mark 
upon  them? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  test  is  one 
which  is  authoriwMi  bv  the  Gunmakers'  As- 
sociation. 

Mr.  REID.— So  long  as  there  is  some 
reasonable  test  which  the  gunmakers  can 
apply  to  these  weapons,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  offer  to  the  moticm, 

Moticui  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendments  made. 

Item  139.    Arms,  vir.  : — 

(C)  Revolveri,  Pistols,  Saloon  and  Pea  Rifles, 

and  Air  Guns  aad  Pistols,  each  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  as.  gd. ;  and  on  and  after 
t5th  November,  1907,  or  ad  val.,  30 
per  cent.,  whichever  is  the  higher 
duty;  (United  Kingdom),  2s.  6d. ;  and 
on  and  after  15th  November,  1907, 
as.  3d.,  or  ad  val.,  15  per  cent., 
whichever  is  the  higher  duty. 
Request. — Leave  out  "Saloon  and  Pea  Rifles, 
and  Air  Guns  and  Pistols." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  ameadment  be  made. 

Mr.  WATKINS  ^Newcastle)  [3;33-— ^ 
should  like  to  know  under  what  heading  the 
articles  which  have  been  eliminated  frOTi 
this  paragraph  will  now  be  classified. 


Mr.  Reid. — That  is  the  question  which 
I  had  intended  to  raise. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^They  will  be  in- 
cluded     paragraph  b  of  this  item. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— Will  pea  rifles  be 
dealt  with  in  that  wav  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Yes. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  139, 
paragraph  d  (Barrels  or  Actions)  and  para- 
graph 6  (Rifles)  made. 

Item  139.   Arms,  viz.  : — 

Request. — Insert  the  following  new  pan- 
graph 

"  (h)  Guns  or  Rifles  fitted  with  barrels  which 
do  not  bear  the  British  or  other  ap* 
proved  test  mark;  or  such  barrels 
imported  separately — per  donble-bar- 
relied  Gun  or  Rifle  or  barrel  for  sudk 
— per  single-barrelled  Gun  or  Rifle  or 
barrel  for  such,  each 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
pped— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  Reid. — A  duty  of  £$  is  surely  a 
prohibitive  one. 

Mr.  HmiE  Cook. — It  is  intended  to  be. 
It  was  levied  for  the  express  purpose  of 
occluding  guns  or  rifles  which  do  not  bear 
an  approved  or  the  British  test  mark. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [3.7].— I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  meant  by  the  words 
'*  or  other  approved  test  mark."  For  in- 
stance, a  lot  of  Belgian  double-barrelled 
and  single  barrelled  guns  are  imported  into 
the  Commonwealth,  and  they  are  very  good 
weapons  indeed.  There  are  other  gims 
and  rifles  imputed  from  Germany,  Sweden, 
and  America.  Under  this  proposal,  we 
are  asked  to  grant  the  CustcMns  authorities 
power  to  say  that  these  weapons  shall  not 
be  imported  unless  they  b^  a  test  mark 
approved  in  their  country  of  origin.  It 
seems  to  me  that  that  is  altc^ether  too  wide 
a  power  to  confer  upcxi  the  Custons  author- 
ities. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Would  not  an  ap- 
proved test  mark  be  the  mark  of  the  Gtin- 
makers'  Association? 

Mr.  PAGE.— But  it  has  to  be  a 
British  test  mark. 

Mr.  Mc Williams. — No.  The  para- 
graph says  "  Briti^  or  other  "  approved 
test  mark. 

Mr.  PAGE.— What  does  the  Treasurer 
understand  the  words  approved  test 
mark  "  to  mean  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3-9].— Tli9§fi,^gf4S(5>©gl*  test 
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mark  equivalent  to  the  mark  nsed  by  the 

British  Gunmakers'  Association.  It  may 
be  the  mark  of  the  Gunmakers'  Association 
in  some  other  country.  This  proposal  confers 
power  uptxi  that  associatiwi — if  it  pos- 
sesses the  approval  of  the  Government — 
to  place  a  mark  upon  these  guns  and  rifles, 
which  is  cOTisidered  to  be  suflfcient.  It 
will  permit  of  some  mark  other  than  the 
British  test  mark  being  placed  upon  these 
weapons — a  mark  whidi  can  be  approved. 

Mr.     PAGE     (Maranoa)     [3. 10].— I 
propose  to  move — - 

That  after  the  word  "other,"  the  word  "Go- 
vernment "  be  inserted. 

I  may  say  that  everv  gun  exported  from 
Great  Britain  is  required  to  bear  the  Go- 
vernment test  mark.  I  know  that  the 
test  mark  has  to  be  placed  upon  all  guns 
o^  approved  pattern,  manufactured  in 
Britain,  at  the  Armoury,  in  Ccxnm^dal- 
road,  London. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hon- 
orable  member  mean  that  all  guns  have  to 
pass  through  the  Armoury  ? 

Mr.  PAGE. — All  the  guns  manufac- 
tured in  Birmingham  are  sent  there. 

Mr.  Johnson.— The  honorable  member 
is  referring  to  British  guns? 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  am  speaking  of  British 
guns.  In  other  countries  a  Government 
mark  is  adc^ted. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — A  mark  would  not 
be  accepted  unless  It  was  that  of  an  asso- 
ciation or  body  authorized  to  put  a  mark 
upon  guns.  It  would  have  to  be  a  recog- 
nised mark. 

Mr.  PAGE.—If  the  Department  is  satis- 
fied, I  am.  I  shall  not  proceed  with  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [3.11].— I  believe 
that  some  of  the  marks  placed  on  guns  are 
not  Government  marks.  In  fact,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  not.  But  they  are 
statutory  marks  put  on  by  associati<»)s  under 
the  authority  of  the  Ciown,  accwding  to 
Statute.  . 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Under  Statute,  or 
bv  the  authority  of  ^he  Government. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— Originally  they  were 
marks  put  upon  guns  by  custom.  There- 
fore,, to  call  them  Government  marks  would 
be  a  misntxner. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.12].— I  suppose  the  Treasurer 
has  satisfied  himself  that  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  these  guns  marked  as  desired  ? 

Sir  William  Lynb. — Yes. 


Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Otherwise 
we  might  interfere  with  the  importation  of 
guns  which  mig^t  be  thoroughly  good,  but 
which  had  not  passed  the  test. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  must  have  » 
recognised  mark  upon  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  i»- 
quest  of  another  place  does  not  provide  for 
guns  that  are  on  the  water. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^That  is  the  old 
trouble  coming  in  again. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— Surelv  it 
ought  to  occur  to  the  Treasurer  at  once  that 
when  the  law  is  changed  people  should  be 
given  sufficient  time  to  enable  than  to  oom- 
ply  with  the  new  conditions. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  time  does  the 
honorable  member  suggest  ? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON— I  should 
say  that  the  new  conditions  ought  to  be 
suspended  until  the  ist  October  next. 

Mr.  Salmon. — A  similar  suspensioii 
might  be  applied  to  every  other  item  in  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Nothing 
of  the  sort.  On  other  items  people  can 
alwa)s  cfxnply  with  the  law  by  paying  the 
increased  duty. 

Mr.  Salmon. — So  they  can  in  this  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.-  -It  is  here 
proposed  to  disturb  the  law  which  now 
exists  by  practically  prohibiting  imports. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  guns  can  be  brought 
in  on  payment  of  the  duty. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  look 
at  what  the  duty  is. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  member 
said  that  they  could  not  be  brought  in,  but 
now  he  admits  that  they  can  be. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  is  using  argimients  which  are 
below  his  ordinary  standard  of  intelligence. 
Why  should  those  who  have  been  complying 
with  the  law  as  it  now  exists  be  prohimted 
frcHn  introdudng  their  goods? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Some  of  their  goods 
may  be  on  board  ship,  for  instance. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  is 
so,  and  for  that  reason  notice  ought  to  be 
given.  It  would  be  a  most  extraordinary 
position  if  we,  having  been  until  now  ap- 
parently satisfied  with  things  as  they  are, 
made  a  sudden  alteration,  which  practically 
prohibited  merchants  from  introducing  their 
goods. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  Tariff,  as  a 
whole,  does  not  make  provision  to  give  six 
months*  notice.D,git,zedbyCiOOQle 
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Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— But  in  the 
Tariff  as  it  went  from  this  House  to  the 
Senate  we  were  satisfied  to  allow  dealers 
in  guns  to  continue  their  business  as  they 
had  been  doing  it.  To  make  a  sudden 
alteration  in  the  conditions  would  be  to  do 
an  injustice  to  those  who  are  obeying  the 
law.  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the,mat- 
ter;  I  merely  desire  to  see  justice  done. 
When  the  Treasurer  considers  the  point,  he 
will,  I  think,  see  that  it  is  reasonable  to 
provide  that  tfie  new  cMiditicms  shall  not 
apply  until  the  ist  October. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3-i6]-— 
I  am  sorry  that  an  interjection  of  mine, 
which  was  simply  a  repetkicKi  of  an  arpu- 
m«it  used  by  the  honorable  membw  for 
North  Sydney,  should  have  upset  him.  The 
honorable  member  was  speaking  in  regard 
to  the  request  of  another  place,  and  he  said 
that  we  were  taking  advantage  of  people 
whose  goods  were  on  the  water  by  imposing 
a  condition  with  which  they  could  not  com- 
ply. Such  a  con^ruction  cannot  be  placed 
upon  the  proposition  before  us.  I  confess 
that  I  should  like  to  see  guns  which_  are 
not  properly  marked  absolutely  prohibited. 
I  do  not  even  approve  of  the  £$  duty._  My 
opinion  is  not  based  upon  fiscal  principle, 
hut  is  induced  by  my  own  experience  of  an 
imported  gun  which  caused  a  very  serious 
accident. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — But  if  we  pro- 
hibit goods  we  must  give  notice. 

Mr.  SALMON.— We  are  not  prohibit- 
ing. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — ^Yes,  practi- 
cally, we  are. 

Mr.  SALMON.  —  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  arrange  for  a  test  to  be  made 
of  these  imported  arms  in  Australia,  so  that 
those  which  pass  the  test  can  be  admitted? 
If  that  could  be  done  it  would  surely  do 
away  with  the  objection  urged  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  North  Sydney. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  have  the  guns  tested.  1  do  not 
desire  to  see  improper  guns  imported. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Any  one  who  has  had 
any  experience  must  be  aware  of  frightful 
accidents  that  have  occurred  through  the 
use  of  faulty  guns.  Not  only  so,  but 
there  has  been  a  great  amount  of  swind- 
ling. We  have  had  cases  in  ^relbourne— 
I  do  not  know  whether  similar  ones  have 
occurred  in  other  States- -where  the  name 
of  a  .  well-known  gun-maker  has  been 
placed  on  a  very  inferior  article  and  the 
buver  induced  to  pay  a  high  price. 


Mr.  J<»DisON.  —  Does  the  honorable 
member  mean  that  the  name  was  fraudu- 
lently put  on  the  gun? 

Mr.  SALMON.— Yes.  I  was  referring 
to  the  notorious  Abrahams  case  which  cost 
those  concerned  an  enormous  amount  of 
money,  from  which  I  am  afraid  they  got 
very  little  satisfaction.  We  should  have 
here  a  means  of  testing  unstamped  guns 
now  on  the  water,  so  that  if  they  can  pass 
an  approved  test  they  will  be  admitted  at 
the  OTdinary  rate.  We  can,  o€  course, 
save  a  lot  of  mcmey  by  accepting  what  is 
a  well-known  and  reoc^ised  test  mark  in 
other  parts  of  the  world,  but  I  think  that 
my  suggestion  would  meet  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  h(HiorabIe  membo:  for  N(»th 
Sydney,  and  that  such  tests  would  be  a 
guarantee  to  the  public  that  inferior  guns 
could  not  be  sold  under  the  ccxiditions  I 
described  a  few  moments  ago.  ' 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Why  not  include  in  this 
proposal-  all  guns  that  have  not  been 
tested  elsewhere? 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  would  do  away 
with  the  duty  of  jQ^  per  gun. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — We  do  not  want  to 
collect  such  a  duty  in  respect  of  guns  bear- 
ing an  approved  mark. 

Mr.  SALMON.— ^uite  so,  but  my  en- 
deavour has  been  to  suggest  a  comprcxnise 
between  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  im- 
stamped  guns  now  cm  the  water,  and  the 
distribution  of  guns  that  are  unsafe. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.23].— 
It  is  all  very  well  that  honorable  members 
should  be  anxious  to  protect  the  public  in 
this  matter,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  we  are  asked  to  go  to  an  unnecessary 
extreme.  This  proposal  means  a  prcrfiibi- 
tion  against  the  introduction  of  the 
cheaper  class  of  guns,  such  as  are  used  by 
orchardists  for  discharging  blank  cartridges 
with  the  object  of  ridding  their  gardens  of 
sparrmvs  and  other  bird  pests.  There  is 
a  good  deal  of  faddism  indulged  in  with 
respect  to  this  approved  test  mark  question. 
Many  gun  accidents  have  certainly  oc- 
curred, but.  most  of  them,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  have  been  due  more  to  the  inexperi- 
ence <x  cai^essness  of  the  man  bdiind  tiie 
gun  than  to  faulty  barrels.  We  ought  not 
to  overlook  the  fact  that  many  people  are 
obtaining  a  living  by  fruit-growing,  and 
that  they  are  being  constantly  retarded 
in  their  operations-  by  the  adoption 
of  all  sorts  of  f a d s .  A  cheap  gun 
is  quite  as  good  as  a  gun  costini; 
£S  ,or  £■]  for  the  discharjie  of  blank 
cartridges,  and  many  orchardists  buy  a 
cheap  (Hie  soIely^  fia;ititfaait/pii^i£^[QVhy 
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should  they  be  compdled  to  use  expensive 
^uns?  The  adoption  of  this  proposal  will 
nean  that  .orchardists  must  ather  allow 
fceir  fruit  to  be  destroyed  by  birds  or  pur- 
diase  an  expensive  gun.  Another  point 
worthy  of  consideration  is  that  we  are 
asked  to  rely  upon  tests  over  which  we 
have  no  control.  The  British  test  may  be 
cwistantly  used  in  the  interests  of  special 
gunmakers  in  the  Old  Country.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  test,  by  all  means  let  it  be 
made  under  our  own  supervisicvi,  so  that 
the  prohibition  of  inferior  guns '  will  be 
fdffiolutely  within  our  own  coatxH.  We 
^ould  not  provide  that  guns,  in  order  to 
ccnne  in  under  the  lower  rate,  shall  bear  a 
mark  showing  that  they  have  passed  a  test 
fixed  anywhere  outside  Australia.  If  we 
are  to  insist  upon  a  test,  let  it  be  made 
locally. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — There  are  certain 
approved  tests  which  we  may  safely  accept. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Certainly,  but 
we  should  have  control  over  the  importa- 
tion of  guns  by  providing  for  a  test  of 
which  we  can  approve  being  made  locally. 
I  shall  oppose  this  proposal,  because  I 
think  it  would  be  mwih  better  to  have  a 
local  test. 

Mr.    HENRY    WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.27]. — ^The  stigge^ion   that    we  should 
have  a  local  test  appeals  to  me,  since 
its  adoption  would   mean    that   an  im- 
ported gmi  offered  for  sale  in  Australia  had 
passed  a  satisfactory  test.    The  honorable 
member  for  Boothby  has  mentioned  that 
orchardists  use  a  cheap  class  of  gims  for 
the  discharge  of  blank  cartridges,  and  we 
know  that  cocidents  often  occur  through 
such  guns  being  charged  with  ball  or  shot 
cartridges.    If  the  Minister  were  prepared 
to  provide  that  guns  not  bearing  an  ap- 
proved test  mark  should  be  tested  in  Aus- 
tralia, he  would  meet  the  wish  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  gain  the  approval  of  the  pub- 
lic.     The  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  has  suggested  that  guns  now  on  the 
water  should  be  excluded  from  this  provi- 
sicHi,  but  as  its  object  is  to  protecf  life  and 
limb,  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to 
Adopt  that  proposition.     Our  desire  is  to 
secure  the  miportation  of  barrels  that  are 
not  likely  to  burst.     It  is  true  that  or- 
chardists use  cheap  gunis  for  discharging 
blank  cartridges  to  frighten  birds  that  at- 
tack their  crops. 

Sir  WiLUAK  Lynb. — That  can  be  done 
wi^  a  good  gnn  as  well  as  with  a  cheap 
me. 


Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Cheap  guns 
poTchssed  few  that  purpose  sometimes  pass 
mto  the  hands  of  men  who  diarge  than 
with  cartridges  for  dtick  shooting  and  so 
forth,  with  the  result  that  they  explode. 
Then  there  is  the  pea  rifle,  which  I  dare 
say  has  caused  more  loss  of  human  life 
than  did  the  naval  battle  at  Manila. 
Accidents  occur  from  the  use  of  these  rifles 
because,  being  light,  they  are  put  into  the 
hands  of  children,  and  are  used  for  firing 
ball  cartridge.  They  are  not  the  rffles  re- 
ferred to  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby,  who  desires  the  importaticm  of 
full-sized  rifles  miih  eas-pipe  barrels  to  be 
used  for  discharging  blank  cartridges  to 
fri^Uen  Inrds. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.31]. — I  ask  the  Minister's  ac- 
ceptance of  an  amendment  for  the  insertion 
after  the  word  "  mark  "  of  the  words  "  or 
do  not  pass  a  test  in  Australia  approved  bv 
the  Minister." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable  gen- 
tleman does  not  limit  the  applicaticm  of 
his  i:n'oposa)  to  any  definite  period. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
see  why  its  application  should  be  limited. 
According  to  the  requested  amendment,  the 
test  would  require  to  precede  importation. 

Sir  William  Lvne.— Or  would  take 
place  here.  The  rifles  could  be  kept  in 
bcmd  until  the  test  was  made. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^A  Customs  duty  attaches  to 
an  article  in  the  oonditim  in  whit*  it  is  on 
the  ship's  arrival. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
we  should  insert  the  words  I  have  sug- 
gested. They  would  meet  the  difiiculty  I 
mentioned  in  the  first  instance. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  could  not  accept 
the  proposal  for  an  unlimited  period. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  What 
difference  does  it  make?  Several  honor- 
able members  have  suggested  that  a  test 
should  be  applied  in  Australia. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — I  could  not  accept 
the  amendment  in  the  form  suggested.  ,It 
woOld  make  it  doubtful  whether  those  ex- 
porting  the  rifles  would  be  compelled  to 
have  them  tested  before  exportation.  I 
have  no  objection  to  accept  the  amendment 
if  its  application  is  limited  to  the  period 
Up  to  October  next.  To  make  it  of  gene- 
ral application  would,  I  think,  be  unwise. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
see  how  it  could  be  considered  unwise. 
Naturally  rifles  would  not  be  sent  out 
on  speculation  in  the  hope  that  they  would 
pass  the  test  here.  TJrosp^f?f¥fJing  them 
would  see  that^^^d^feftr^tSyigB&ore  they 
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were  shijpped,  so  that  they  might  not  have 
to  bear  the  expense  of  having  them  re- 
turned. 

Sir  WxxxiAM  LvifB. — I  shcHild  not  be 
prepated  to  leave  too  much  to  th^  dis- 
cretion. I  know  enough  of  the  work  of 
the  CustCTns  Department  to  be  sure  that 
importers  will  work  a  point  if  they  can. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  They 
could  not  do  so  in  this  case. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  just  been  in- 
formed- that  guns  could  not  be  proved  or 
tested  here. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— It  is  very 
strange  if,  after  all  the  money  thiat  has 
been  spent  upon  it,  the  Military  Depart- 
ment is  unable  to  provide  f<x  the  testing 
of  guns  in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  prepared  to 
accept  the  honorable  gentleman's  arowid- 
ment  if  he  limits  its  applicaticxi  to  the 
period  up  to  October. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON. —Very 
well,  I  move — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to-  the 
motion: — "With  the  following  modification:— 
insert  after  the  word  "  mark "  the  words  "  or 
do  not  prior  to  ist  October,  1908,  pass  a  test 
in  Australia  prescribed  by  the  Minister." 

Modification  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [5.35]  — 
Are  we  to  understand  that,  after  delibera- 
ticm,  the  Government  are  prepared  to  per- 
mit the  alteration  of  their  Tariff  to  the  ex- 
tent propwed  by  the  S«iate's  request? 
This  matter  was  fully  considered  in  this 
House  when  the  Tariff  was  first  before  us, 
and  various  rates  of  5s.  6d.,  5s.  pd.,  and 
2S.  6d.  were  agreed  to.  Are  we  now  to 
be  taught  our  business  by  the  Senate?  It 
is  ridiculous  to  suggest  that  we  should  im- 
pose a  duty  of  each  on  these  articles. 
Surely  members  of  the  public  can  be 
trusted  in  purchasing  a  gun  to  ask  for  some 
reference  as  to  the  quality  of  the  article 
they  propose  to  buy  ?  In  my  opinicm,  the 
way  in  which  time  has  been  wasted  in  this 
national  Parliament  in  dealing  with  the 
Tariff  is  scxnetfaing  disgraceful.  If  some 
man  would  use  a  Winchester  rifle  in  the 
Senate  he  might  do  good  work  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  community. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment,  as  modified, 
made. 

Item  143.  Sheet  Lead  and  Lead  Piping,  per 
ton,  50s. ;  and  on  and  after  15th  NoTembeti 

1007,  free. 
'  Request. — Make  the  duty  20s. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  put — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  oude. 


The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 


23 
27 


Majority 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J, 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Rrown.  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fiater,  C.  E, 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knox,  VV. 


Ans. 


-O'Malley,  Kine 

Page,  J- 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  O. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Spence,  W.  G. 


Nots. 


Liddell,  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Poyaton,  A. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dngald 
Wilks.  W.  H. 
Willis,  Henry 

Tellers: 
Bowdea.  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


Paiks. 


Chanter,  J.  M. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watson,  T.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Mauger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Fisher,  A, 
Bamford,  F.  W. 


Brown,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 

Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Wilson,  J,  G. 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Hedges,  W.  N. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Requested  amendment  not  made. 
Requested    amendment    in    item  144 
(Mangles)  made. 

Item  145.  Agricultural,  Horticultural  and 
Viticultural  Machioery  and  ImplemeQti  n.e.i. ; 
including  Cane  Loaders  on  wheels.  .  .  ,  . 
Road-making  Ploughs.  .  .  .  ,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  20  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  a6th 
November,  1907,  15  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 20  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  a6th  No- 
vember, 1907,  12^  per  cent. 

Requests. — Leave  out  the  words  "on  wheels," 
and  insert  after  "Cane  Loaders"  the  words 
"Cane  Unloaders  and  Cane  Harvesters";  leave 
out  the  words  "Road-making  Ploughs." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendmenti  be  made. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [3.48].— I 
should  like  to  know  under  what  item  road- 
making  ploughs  will  come  if  they  are  struck 
out  of  this  item  in  accord.apce  with  the 
Senate's  request. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — Under  item  146  as 
"  Ploughs  other." 

Mr.  REID.— Under  item  146,  "Ploughs 
other  "  are  20  per  cent.,  so  that  the  effect 
will  be  to  increase  the  duty  on  road-making 
ploughs  by  5  per  cent.  I  doubt  whether 
there  is  any  reason  for  increasing  the  duty 
on  an  implement  which  is  used  by  public 
bodies  for  public  purooses,  with  no  private 
gain  involved. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — These  ploughs  are 
used  very  large)y  by  contractOTS. 

Mr.  REID.— If  the  Treasurer  holds  a 
very  strong  opinicm  in  regard  to  road-mak- 
ing ploughs,  1  do  not  wi^  to  take  up  time 
in  discussing  the  matter. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [3.50]-— 
The  proposal  of  the  Minister  to  make  the 
amendiment  requested  by  the  Senate  again 
draws  attention  to  the  diflFerentiaticm  made 
in  the  Tariff  betAveen  various  industries  for 
the  carrying  on  of  which  machinery  is 
essential.  Ministers  seem  to  have  made  up 
their  minds  that  agricultural,  horticultural, 
.  and  viticultural  machinery  should  not  bear 
duties  higher  than  20  and  15  per  cent.  ; 
but  they  have  imposed  duties  of  30  and 
25  per  cent,  on  mining  machinery,  although 
ioc  the  successful  cxinduct  of  mining  it  is 
necessary  to  buy  s(xne  machinery  in  a  wider 
market  than  that  of  the  Cnnmcxiwealth. 
In  my  judgment,  either  the  duties  an  min- 
ing machinery  should  be  reduced,  or  those 
on  other  machinery  should  be  increased. 
It  is  now  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
cane  unloaders  and  cane  harvesters,  machines 
used  in  the  sugar  industry,  to  the  main- 
tenance of  which  the  people  of  Australia 
already  contribute  larg^y.  I  do  not  say 
that  there  is  no  justification  for  assisting  the 
sugar  industry ;  I  merely  point  out  that, 
while  other  industries  are  assisted  by 
bonuses,  and  by  a  low  duty  on  necessities, 
the  mining  industry  is  heamly  taxed.  The 
Ministry  ought  to  show  some  strong  justi- 
ficatiion  for  this  proposal. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.53]-.—  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  highest  machinery 
duties  are  25  and  20  per  cent.,  but  those 
rates  are  imposed  only  in  two  instances, 
most  of  the  machinery  oming  under  the 
Tariff  being  dutiable  at  15  and  10  per 
cent.,  though  there  is  also  a  i2|  per  cent, 
rate  and,  in  connexion  with  electrical  ap- 
pliances, a  5  per  cent.  late.  No  duty  at 
al!  is  being  charged  in  some  cases. 
.  Mr.  Frazer. — What  about  the  duties  on 
mining  machinery  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.  —  The  highest  duties  im- 
posed on  any  machinery  are  25  and  20  per 
cent.    It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that  the 


duties  on  hats  and  caps,  and  apparel  and 
attire,  range  from  40  to  120  per  cent.,  and 
yet  the  local  makers  of  machinery  have  to 
be  content  with  duties  of  15,  rzj,  and  10 
per  cent.  The  object  of  the  Minister  is  to 
make  road-making  ploughs  dutiable  at  20 
per  cent.  As  there  is  a  scramble  to  secure 
piotection  for  industries,  I  do  not  see  why 
1  should  not  get  what  I  can  for  the  en- 
gineering industry.  Of  all  manufactuiers, 
those  connected  with  engineering  have  most 
to  grumble  at  in  connexion  with  the  Tariff.  - 
Even  rigid  free-traders  must  admit  that 
they  have  not  been  too  well  treated.  In  re- 
gard to  many  items,  duties  of  15  and  10 
per  cent  are  spoken  of  as  revenue  duties. 
The  leader  of  the  Oppositioii  referred  to 
road-making  ploughs  as  tools  used  by 
municipal  bodies.  As  these  machines  are 
used,  not  by  private  individuals  who  are 
dependent  on  them  for  their  livelihood,  but 
by  municipal  bodies,  large  contracting  firms, 
and  the  Governments  of  the  States,  the 
importers  can  afford  to  pay  duty  on  ihem. 
If  I  were  a  protectionist,  I  should  begin  by 
protecting  the  iron  industry  and  subsidiary 
industries,  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  Senate 
ha:  not  shown  an  inclination  to  increase 
duties  for  that  purpose.  I  cannot  now 
move  for  higher  rates,  and,  therefore, 
shall  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [3.57].—!  do 
not  know  why  the  duty  on  such  useful  ma- 
chines as  road-making  ploughs  should  be 
increased.  They  are  practically  horse  road 
machines,  since  they  are  used  on  the  roads, 
and  drawn  by  horses.  I  do  not  appreciate 
the  argument  that,  because  they  are  used 
chiefly  by  municipal  bodies,  they  should  be 
heavily  taxed. 

Mr.  WiLKs. — Is  the  fact  a  reason  for  re- 
ducing the  taxation  ? 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — ^Yes;  because  whatever 
duties  are  imposed  will  have  to  be  paid  by 
the  unf(»tunate  men  oa  the  land.  These 
ploughs  are  used  chiefly  by  shire  councils, 
to  make  roads  for  the  carrying  on  of  traffic 
from  farm  to  farm,  or  from  farm  to  station, 
and  to  tax  them  is  to  tax  the  primary  pro- 
ducers. Another,  evidence  of  the  loose 
manner  in  which  the  Tariff  has  been  framed 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  road-making 
ploughs  are  classed  as  agricultural  imple- 
ments, whereas,  of  course,  they  are  not 
used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ments, inserting  in  item  145  "  Cane  Un- 
loaders and  Cane  Harvesters,"  and  leaving 
out  the  words  "  DotiwtoegckjQQ^^Qload- 
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Hiaking  Ploughs,"  be  made — put 
Committee  divided. 
Ayes 

Noes   


The 


Majority 

Batchelor.  K.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chftpman,  Anstio 
Cook,  Home 
Coon,  3. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
EwiDg.  T.  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  f. 
Groom,  L.  E.' 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hntcfaiion,  }. 
LVne,  Sir  WilUsm 
UsloBej,  W.  R.  N. 

Bowdea,  E.  K. 
Brown.  Thomas 
Foxton.  Colonel 
Fruer,  C.  E. 
Glvnn.  P.  McM. 
Tolinson.  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Liddelt,  F. 
Livingston,  I. 
Uahon,  H. 


38 
18 

xo 


Ans. 

Mathews,  J< 

Pa^e.  J- 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
S  pence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Watkins,  O. 
Webster.  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wwe.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

rellert: 
Sampson,  S. 
Tndot.  F.  G. 

Mobs. 

O'Malley,  King 
Povnton,  A. 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomstm,  Dngald 
Willis,  Henry 

Te/terr  ■ 
Archer.  E.  W. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 

PAIBS. 

Edwards,  R. 
Brown,  Til  ley 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Cook,  Joseph 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 


Kingstcm,  C.  C. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Mangel,  S. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
McDongall,  J.  K. 
Fisher,  A. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Haipcr,  R. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Requested  amendments  made. 


Wilson,  J.  G. 
Fallei,  6.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 


I  stated  that  I  had  seen  them  at  one  or 
two  Shows — at  one  in  particular.  Another 
honorable  member  was  of  the  same  <^)iiuon. 
It  was  found  afterwards  that  they  were  not 
manufactured  here,  and  could  ixit  be  made 
here,  at  any  rate  at  present.  That  is  why 
it  is  now  proposed  to  put  tbem  upcm  the 
free  list.  A  mistake  was  made  previously, 
and  we  have  had  to  use  departmental  re- 
lations to  prevent  that  mistake  having 
effect. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  anoendments  made. 

Item  148.    .    .    .    Dairy  Refiigeraton.  .  .  . 
ad  val.  25  per  cent. 

Request. — ^Leave  out  the  word  "Dury." 

Motion  (by  Sxc  Williak  Ltnb)  pro- 
posed— 

Tlut  the  requested  amendment  be  miade. 

Mr.  Reid.— What  is  the  effect  of  this 
amendment? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.9]. — I  am  informed  by  the  De- 
partment that  the  removal  of  the  word 
"  Dairy"  will  place  all  refrigerators  on  the 
same  basis,  and  will  be  a  decided  advant- 
age in  working  the  Tariff.  Under  the  pre- 
sent wording,  refrigerators  other  than  dairy 
come  under  item  162B.  at  25  per  cent,  and 
20  per  cent.  It  is  doubtful  if  dairy  re- 
frigerators can  always  be  distinguidked 
from  other  types. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  153.  Aericitltnra^  Horticnltnral,  ad 
Viticultural  Machinery  and  Inplcmcnts,  viz. : — 
Testers  and  Pasteurizers;  Cotton  Gins;  Fibre 
Scutching  Machines;  Hand-worked  Rakes  sad 
Ploughs  comhined ;  Hay  Tedders ;  Horse  Rakes; 
Lucerne  Bunehen;  Maize  Hamsters;  Mat* 
.Binders;  Milking  Machines;  Mottldhoud  Plates 


Requested  an>endn««t  in  item  146  (Chtf  -  -E^^^^J.       ™  ^'I^.^'-rU^'SS 

cutters,  &c.)  made.  ^  .  _  ^        _  - 

Item  147-    -     •     •  Agricultural 
Implements    ...    ad  val.        F«'  «?*•, 

Re^uestt.—'Lttirfe  out  "Discs  for  Agricultural 
Implements."    Insert  the  following  new  para- 


graph 

<MB)  Discs 
free." 


for    Agricultural  Implements, 


Motion  (by   Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendments  be  made. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [4.6].— Will 
the  Treasurer  state  why  these  discs  are  to 
be  treated  specially? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.7].— When  the  item  was  before 
the  Committee  previously,  it  was  thought 

and  asserted— I  thought  so  myself— that  -         ^  _^  d.^^^^    r  \  

the  discs  could  be  manufactuied  here,  and  requested  «meit$j^fns!^  Igi^^^  I  hne 


ters  Pulpers  and  Graters;  Straw  Stackers;  Seib- 
surface  Packers;  Threshing  Machines;  Wmaowcr 
Forks  (wood  and  steel);  Hand-worked  Cn&in' 
tors,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  zo  per  ecsL} 
(United  Kingdom),  free. 

Cream  Separators,  ad  val.  (General  Taiifl). 
10  per  cent ;  and  oa  and  after  36th  Move^er, 
1907,  free. 

Requests.— IvkicTi  the  letter  "  A  "  before  the 
word  "  Testers."  Make  paragraph  A  (Genual 
Tariff),  free,  bsert  the  letter  "B"  befon 
the  word  "Cream."  Insert  after  Oe  wori 
"Separators"  the  words  "Sheep  ^eaiiBg  Hi- 
chines,  not  including  the  fiexiue  shafting  o 
any  part  above  it." 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wxxxuic  Ltnk)  pto- 

posed — 

That  the  requested  amendmenta  be  not  iiaf- 

Mr.  .SPENCE  (Darling)  [^.xo].— It 
would  be  more  caa^vxaaA  to  deal  with  die 
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scxnething  to  say  with  regard  to  new  psja- 
graph  B.  I  desire  the  Conunittee  to  accept 
the  Senate's  request  to  make  the  hand- 
pieces of  sheep-shearing  machines  free, 
whatever  may  be  done  with  regard  to  para- 
graph A.  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  this 
amendment  meets  the  views  of  all  the  par- 
ties interested.  There  is  a  &rm  in  Aus- 
tralia making  the  flexible  shafting,  and 
some  of  the  other  parts.  Those  will  aome 
under  the  head  of  maclunery,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  duty,  but  the  Senate's  request  is  to 

Sut  the  hand  pieces  on  the  free  list.  The 
and  pieces  are  very  important  to  the 
largest  industry  in  Australia.  A  shesurer's 
earning  capacity  depends  entirely  on  the 
quality  of  the  machine  he  handles.  The 
men  cannot  and  will  not  use  an  inferior 
machine.  If  any  machine  made  in  Austra- 
lia is  not  a  good  one  for  doing  the  work, 
the  men  cannot  use  it.  This  part  of  the 
machine  is  not  being  made  in  Australia  yet. 
One  particular  class  of  machine  which  is 
noyr  being  used  sunewhat  is  made  in  Ame- 
rica; but  the  favorite  machine,  the  Wol- 
sdey.  is  made  in  England.  That  is  the 
one  that  the  men  generally  ask  for.  This 
matter  is  of  the  gxeatest  importance  to  the 
pastoral  industry.  Th«e  is  no  reason  why 
the  employers  ^ould  be  taxed ;  but  I  am 
not  putting  the  case  from  their  stand -jwiiit. 
A  duty  on  the  hand  pieces  is  purely  a  re- 
venue duty,  and  increases  the  cost  of  the 
article.  The  machine  turned  out  by  one 
maker  has  been  installed  scwiewhat  largely, 
but  even  this  year  the  men  practically  went 
on  strike,  and  absolutely  refused  to  use  it. 
The  quality  of  the  madiines  is  one  of  the 
big  troubles  in  the  shearing  industry.  The 
contracts  who  had  the  shearing  of  that 
station  in  Queensland  had  to  send  out  a 
box  of  the  WcJseley  machine  hand 
piec^  before  the  men  would  start  work. 
So  f  ar  there  has  not  been  made  in  Aus- 
^alia  a  machine  that  meets  the  require- 
n^ts.  Until  it  is  made  here,  it  is  useless 
to  impose  a  duty.  There  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  articles  aifecting  the  farming  indus- 
try in  paragraph  a,  which  the  Senate  de- 
sires us  to  place  upon  the  free  list,  and 
which  I  think  might  very  well  be  made 
free.  There  may  be  some  difiference  of 
opinion  about  those.  Some  honorable 
membens  may  desire  them  to  bear  a  duty, 
and  still  favour  putting  cream  separators 
and  the  hand  pieces  of  shearing  machines 
on  the  free  list,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
well  to  divide  the  question.  The  coml>6 
and  cutters  are  not  involved  in  this  pro- 
posal.. They  are  already  on  the  free  list 
elsewhere,^  white  the  other  portions  of  the' 


machine  now  made  in  Australia  come  under 
the  heading  of  machinery  and  have  a  mea- 
sure of  protection.  I  hope  the  Gowm- 
ment  will  accept  the  requested  amendmejit 
in  paragraph  b.  I  was  very  anxious  pre- 
viously to  have  hand  pieces  exempted,  and 
I  think  they  were  made  dutiable  by  mis- 
take. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  was  no  mis- 
take ;  we  had  a  great  debate  cm  the  ques- 

■  Mr.  SPENCE.— A  machine  was  shown 
In  this,  building;  it  was  at  first  thought 
'that  it  had  been  manufactured  by  a  Sydney 
firm,  but  we  discovered  afterwards  that  it 
was  imported  from  America.  Some  hand 
pieces  are  made  in  America,  and  other  por- 
tions of  the  machinery  are  being  made  in 
Sydney. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  was  no  dis- 
covery about  it.  It  was  stated  distinctly 
on  the  machine  where  it  was  made. 

Mr.  SPENCE.— But  there  was  first  of 
all  an  impression  that  the  Sydney  firm  were 
making  the  complete  machine.  I  have 
heard  that  they  propose  to  do  so,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  they  have  not  done  so. 
If  the  machine  is  made  here,  it  must  be 
one  that  can  do  the  work  or  the  men  will 
not  use  it,  because  they  must  have  a  good 
quality  of  machine  to  enable  them  to  earn 
th«r  money.  They  will  have  the  imptMted 
article  in  this  case,  even  though  it  costs 
more.  Under  presrat  circumstances  the  im- 
positicm  of  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
hand  pieces  is  simpl;  a  tax  on  the  industry. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— As  there  appears  to 
be  a  desire  that  the  requests  should  be  put 
separately,  I  will  divide  the  questicHi.  The 
questi<»  is  **  that  the  requested  amendment 
to  insert  the  letter  *  a  *  before  the  word 
'  Testers  '  be  not  made." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4-i5]  — 
Will  the  Treasurer  state  under  what  item 
sheep  shearing  machines  are  now  included? 
I  submit  that  it  is  not  within  our  power  to 
add  "sheep  shearing  machines"  to 
"  cream  separators."  They  have  nothing 
to  do  with  cream  separators,  and  therefore 
the  proposed  amendment  is  ultra  vires. 

Mr.  GLYNN.  (Angas)  [4.16].—!  desire 
to  support  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
ling with  regard  to  new  paragraph  B.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  these  hand 
pieces  cannot  be  made  here,  and  that  the 
statement  of  facts  put  forward  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  on  the  last 
occasion  was  amply  borne  out  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  PastoraHsts*  A«»dation. 
I  have  a  letttir  fi*alH^t!fe^«yti'g^aliail 
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Pastoralists'  Association,  in  which  they 
state — 

The  bandfiieces  of  sbe&ring  machines  being 
of  luch  delicate  mechanism,  the  quality  of  the 
material  and  of  the  workmanship  must  be  of 
the  very  highest  standard  to  insure  practical 
efficiency.  The  present  condition  of  efSciency 
has  only  been  reached  by  the  experience  of 
manufacturers  and  workmen  over  a  period  of 
many  years,  and  it  would  require  a  similarly 
lengthy  experience  and  painstaking  for  locally- 
made  machines  to  be  of  practical  value,  and  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  workers.  The 
latter  is  a  most  important  point,  for  inferior 
machines  mean  harder  and  slower  work  for  the 
shearer,  who  gets  paid  according  to  the  num> 
ber  of  sheep  he  shears. 

From  that  point  of  view  the  Senate's  re- 
quest ought  to  be  accepted. 

Sir  John  Forrest.-— I  sulnnit  as  a  point 
of  order  thafi  the  proposal  to  insert  * '  sheep 
shearing  machines"  after  "cream  separa- 
tors" is  iK)t  in  order.  Sheep  shearing 
machines  have  nothing  to  do  with  cream 
separators,  and  therefore  the  proposal  is 
not  an  "omission  or  amendment"  which 
can  be  made. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  be- 
fwe  the  Committee  at  present  is  the  re- 
quested amendment  for  the  insertion  of  the 
letter  *'  a." 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [4.18].— Al- 
though honorable  members  who  have  spoken 
so  far  have  dealt  only  with  paragraph  b, 
I  strongly  support  the  Senate's  request  to 
make  a  new  paragraph  a,  and  place  the 
articles  included  in  it  upon  the  free  list.  A 
large  number  of  those  articles  are  just  as 
much  the  tools  of  trade  of  the  farmer  as 
shearing  machines  are  the  tools  of  trade  of 
the  shearer.  We  have  put  on  the  free  list 
an  enormous  number  of  tools  of  trade  fcff 
all  the  town  industries.  As  the  schedule 
left  this  Chamber  we  put  all  the  articles  in 
this  paragraph  on  the  free  list  if  they  come 
from  die  Mother  Country,  and  .so  the  only 
effect  of  the  Senate's  request  is  to  make 
them  free  also  if  they  come  fnxn  other 
parts  of  the  wwld.  Many  of  these  agricul- 
tural machines  are  specialties  in  the  United 
States. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  shouUl  keep 
them  away. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  thinking  of  the  farmer 
and  not  of  the  United  States.  I  should  be 
perfectly  willing  to  put  any  stiff  duty  on 
their  products  so  far  as  they  are  ccxicerned, 
because  they  put  very  stiff  duties  on  goods 
thai*  we  send  them,  but  my  desire,  and  the 
desire,  I  believe,  of  most  honorable  mem- 
ber, is  to  temper  the  wind  to  the  fanners 
a  little  in  connexion  with  the  Tariff. 


Sir  William  Lyne. — We  will  look  out 
fox  the  farmers;  the  honorable  m^ber 
would  not. 

Mr.  REID. — The  honorable  member  has 
not  done  much  looking  out  for  them.  This 
is  a  case  where  the  Senate  has  been  looking 
after  the  farmers  better  than  we  have.  We 
might  fairly  accept  the  lequest,  which  only 
enlarges  our  own  free  list,  in  order  to  give 
to  the  f.irmers  the  benefits  of  the  best  ma- 
chines in  the  WOTld.  It  is  only  a  question 
between  making  them  free  aitogether  or 
free  only  when  they  come  from  tl«  Mother 
Country. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — Most  of  them  are 
made  in  Canada. 

Mr.  REID. — I  believe  a  large  number 
of  them  are.  I  am  not  thinking  of  where 
they  come  frcra,  so  much  as  of  the  interests 
of  the  people  who  have  to  use  them  in 
Australia.  The  farmers  are  struggling 
against  all  sorts  of  natural  diffKulties,  such 
as  droughts  and  various  pests,  in  manv 
parts  of  Australia,  and  I  think  that  we 
might  fairly  follow  the  Senate  in  this  mat- 
ter. With  reference  to  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chines, I  agree  with  every  word  which  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling  has  used. 
S<»ae  time  ago  I  happaied  to  acquire  a 
large  knowledge  of  these  machines,  and  it 
is  a  fact  that,  although  they  bear  a  very 
simple  name,  they  are  very  ccnnplex  pieces 
of  machinery.  Unless  they  .are  of  the  best 
quality,  the  shearers  are  greatly  hampered 
in  their  occupation,  and  the  work  is  not 
done  so  well  for  the  employers.  I  wish 
to  give  the  shearers  the  benefit  of  the  best 
machines  which  they  can  get,  and,  there- 
fore, I  cordially  support  the  proposal  of 
the  honorable  member. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [4.21].— 
It  is  rather  peculiar  that  in  the  case  of  the 
articles  included  in  paragraph  a,  a  pre- 
ference of  10  per  cent,  should  be  given  to 
British  imports,  when  the  average  pre- 
ference has  been  5  jer  cent.  This  seems 
to  me  to  be  simply  a  revenue  duty.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  give  a  preference  of  5  per 
cent,  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Archer. — These  articles  do  not  come 
from  Great  Britain,  so  that  it  does  not 
mattM-. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  assure  the  hon- 
orable member  that  this  was  not  dcme  with 
my  consent 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  am  rather  amused  at 
the  suggestion  that  Great  Britain  could  not 
produce  any  of  the  articles  which  are  in- 
cluded in  this  pati^3^G*9®gteinion, 
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British  manufacturers  are  capable  of  mak- 
ing almost  any  kind  of  machinery  which  is 
made  in  America  or  any  other  country. 

Mr.  McWiLUAHS. — Nearly  all  these 
articles  crane  from  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — I  can  quite  understand 
that  it  may  not  pay  British  manufacturers 
to  produce  the  articles;  but  we  might  en- 
courage them  by  allowing  a  preference  of 
5  per  cent. 

Mr.  Reid. — Some  of  the  articles  are 
patented,  and  cannot  be  made  anywhere 
else. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — In  my  opinion,  10  per 
cent,  is  rather  a  heavy  revenue  duty  to 
impose. 

Mr.  ARCHER  (Capricomia)  [4.23].— I 
wish  very  briefly  to  repeat  the  protest  which 
I  made  when  we  dealt  with  this  item  pre- 
viously. Obviously,  10  per  cent,  is  only 
a  revenue  duty,  and  it  simply  falls  upon 
(Mie  section  of  the  community — the  farming 
class.  With  regard  to  the  preference,  I 
think  that  practically  all  these  articles  are 
made  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
Most  of  them  are  patented,  and  require 
special  machinery  for  thdr  production. 
England  malKS  very  few  of  them,  and  for 
that  reason  a  preference  of  10  per  cent, 
would  be  of  no  use.  To  impose  a  duty  of 
5  or  10  per  c«it.  is  simply  to  levy  a  duty 
upon  one  section  of  the  community  only. 

Mr.  Foster. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  think  that  Germany  might  make 
some  of  the  articles  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.— I  have  seen  a  good 
deal  of  farming  done ;  but  I  have  not  yet 
observed  a  German  implement.  Any  hon- 
orable member  who  votes  for  a  duty  of  10 
or  5  per  cent,  will  simply  be  voting  for  a 
revenue  duty  pure  and  simple,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  farmers. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — ^That  is  not  ccht- 
rect. 

Mr.  ARCHER.— Perhaps  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  rise  presently  and  tell  us 
why  my  statement  is  not  correct? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  it  were  worth 
while,  I  would. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [4.25J.— When  we 
were  dealing  with  items  affecting  the  textile 
trades,  honorable  members  <hi  the  other  side 
shot  up  like  mushrooms  in  defence  of  the 
duties.  The  honorable  member  for  New 
England  was  am(Higst  those  who  jumped  up 
on  every  occasion  to  plead  for  protection. 
It  is  indeed  singular  that  machinery  manu- 
facturers have  very  few  friends  here  to  ad- 
vance their  claims  to  protection.  That 
satisfies  me  that  machinery  manufacturers 


are  not  so  ravenous  as  are  other  manufac- 
turers in  Australia,  that  their  lobbying 
work  has  been  worse  d<xie,  ot  that  they  have 
fewer  advocates  here.  I  believe  that  if 
protectiOT  is  required  it  is  required  in  the 
case  of  machinery  items. 

Mr.  Foster. — If  the  hwiorable  member 
can  show  that  the  articles  can  be  made  in 
Australia,  I  shall  vote  for  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Wn..KS. — We  shall  see  presently 
whether  the  articles  can  be  made  here.  If 
the  h<XK)rable  member  believes  in  the  pro- 
tecti(»i  of  local  industries,  surely  the  ma- 
chinery ^  trades  require  as  much  assistance 
— if  nc^:  more — as  do  many  of  the  trades 
which  have  been  more  than  liberally  as- 
sisted here.  In  this  Tariff  the  honorable 
member  has  already  voted  for  duties  of  20 
and  15  per  cent,  to  encourage  the  produc- 
tiwi  of  machinery  which  required  the  appli- 
cation of  motive  power,  and  he  was  able  to 
say  without  a  blush  that  it  could  be  made 
here.  But  now  he  asks.  Can  we  make 
lucerne  bunchers,  maize  harvesters,  horse 
rakes,  potato  raisers,  root  cutters  and  straw 
stackers?  All  these  are  small  machinery 
items.  The  Committee  has,  I  repeat, 
voted  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent,  on  the 
most  intrk:ate  pieces  of  madiinery  whidi 
can  be  named,  but  the  hcmorable  member 
for  New  England  now  asks,  Can  we  make 
a  maize  binder  or  a  potato  raiser?  This 
paragraph  embraces  articles  which  if  pro- 
tected would  benefit  the  village  blacksmith 
— that  is,  the  small  man  in.  the  ccanmunity. 

Mr.  Archer. — Give  a  decent  protecticm. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  I  cannot  give  mote  than  is  pro- 
posed in  the  schedule.  I  am  prepared  to 
take  what  is  offered.  I  intend  to  give 
some  assistance  to  the  village  blacksmith 
and  the  poorer  artisans  in  the  black  trades. 
It  does  not  pay  large  establishments  to 
produce  small  articles  of  this  kind,  but 
there  are  many  poor  artisans  in  the  ccmi- 
munity  who  require  such  assistance  as 
would  be  given  in  the  shape  of  a  diity. 

Mr.  Reid.' — To  show  how  careless  the 
Government  have  been  about  this  item,  they 
proposed  a  duty  of  wily  10  per  cent,  at  the 
very  start. 

Mr.  WILKS. — On  a  previous  occasion  I 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
fact  that  the  Government  had  not  paid 
much  attention  to  the  rate  of  duty,  and 
that  the  small  peripatetic  workman  in  the 
black  trades  was  not  likely  to  be  protected. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — On^a  previous  occa- 
sion these  articl^tizlfWfCgJg^gte  when 
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imported  fn»n  the  United  Kingdom,  xo 
that  the  village  blacksmith  was  not  con- 
sidered then. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  did  not  vote  for  the 
articles  to  be  made  free.  I  want  the 
C(xmnittee  to  retain  the  duty  of  lo  per 
cent,  on  foreign  imports.  When  we  were 
dealing  with  the  textile  trades,  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  fixed  duties  on  the  cheaper 
articles,  but  in  this  case  they  do  not  ask 
im  a  fixed  duty.  I  notice  that  when  hon- 
orable members  are  dealing  with  items  that 
concern  their  own  districts  they  are  pro- 
tectionists, but  that  when  an  item  concerns 
my  district  they  are  free-traders.  If  other 
items  had  been  treated  fairly  welJ  I  should 
not  have  been  found  fighting  against  the 
Senate's  request  in  regard  to  paragraph  a 
of  this  item. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4.30!. 
—This  paragraph  mainly  covers  the  smaller 
implements  which  are  used  in  the  agricul- 
tural, horticultural  and  viticultural  indus- 
tries. Under  the  previous  Tariff  all  these 
articles  were  on  the  free  list.  In  the  case 
of  this  Tariif  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  admit  them  free  from  the 
Mother  Country  and  at  10  per  cent,  from 
foreign  countries,  but  the  Senate  desires 
them  to  be  admitted  free  from  all  coun- 
tries, and  thus  bring  the  Tariff  into  har> 
mony  with  the  previous  one.  I  want  hon- 
orable members  to  understand  clearly  that 
paragraph  a  includes  a  large  number  of 
light  implements  which  are  used  by  agri- 
culturists and  viticulturists.  The  imple- 
ments have  to  be  made  of  special  material, 
because  lightness  combined  with  durability 
is  a  very  important  con$iderati<»i.  lo  th«r 
production  special  manufacturing  opera- 
tions are  required.  There  can  be  no  hope 
of  the  articles  being  locally  produced  in  the 
near  future,  so  that,  notwithstanding  the 
impositi<xi  of  a  duty,  importation  must 
take  place  in  order  to  supply  local  wants. 
Another  point  to  be  considered  is  that  very 
small  importations  come  from  the  Mother- 
land. Most  of  these  implements  are  im- 
ported from  America  and  Canada.  When 
protection  is  advocated  here  a  heavy  duty 
is  asked  for,  and  therefore  in  this  case 
the  whole  object  of  the  Government  is  to 
levy  a  revenue"  duty  of  10  per  cent. 
That  would  mean  placing  an  additional 
burden  upon  the  agricultural  and  viticul- 
tural community  without  ccmferring  any 
fldvantaRe  upon  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  the  Commonwealth'.  For  th^t  rea- 
ionl  trust  that  the  Committee  will  recognise 


the  wisdom  of  agreeing  to  the  request  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [4.35]— Whilst 
I  should  like  to  see  the  articles  enumerated 
in  this  paragrai^  placed  upon  the  free 
list,  I  think  that  the  farmers  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  fact  that  this  Com- 
mittee has  imposed  a  duty  of  only  10  per 
cent,  upon  them.  One  of  the  features  of 
this  Tariff  is  that  everything  used  by  the 
producers  of  Australia  is  taxed  by  con- 
siderably more  than  10  per  cent.  Those 
engaged  in  our  primary  industries  there- 
fore have  reason  to  OMigratulate  them- 
selves, because  some  of  the  artides  enume- 
rated  in  this  item  may  be  manufactured 
within  the  Commonwealth.  If  the  articles 
specified  in  this  paragntf^  are  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  they  will — 
assuming  that  the  request  of  the  Senate  is 
agreed  to — be  admitted  free,  whereas  if 
they  are  imported  from  Canada  they  will 
be  dutiable  at  10  per  cent.  The  duty  is 
merely  a  revenue  impost,  and  under  all 
the  olrcumstances  I  do  hope  that  the  Trea- 
surer will  give  way,  and  consent  to  these 
articles  being  p>laoed  upm  the  free  list. 

Questicm — ^That  the  requested  amend- 
ment inserting  the  letter  a  before  the  word 
"  Testers,"  and  making  item  152,  para- 
graph A,  free,  be  not  made — ^put. 

The  CcMnmittee  divided. 


Aves 
Noes 


Ilntchelor,   E.  L. 
Cbapmao,  Austia 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchi».i,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  WitlUm 
MahoQ,  H. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
r.iTr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest.  Sir  John 
I'oster,  F.  J. 
Ftyxton,  Colonel 
*razer,  C.  E. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Johnson,  \V.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knojt,  W." 


24 
«4 


Atbs. 


Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 

O'Malley,  King 

Page.  J- 
Salmon,  C.  C. 

Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkini,  D. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Telters.- 
Mathews^  J. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Noti. 

I-ivingston,  J. 
McWUliams,  W.  f. 
Povnton,  A.' 
Held,  G.  H. 
5nm|)soa.  S. 
-Spfnce.  \y.  G. 
Thomson.  Dugald 
WilHi,  Henry  : 
W>Tioe,  A. 

Tellers. 
Bowden,  E.  C. 
Digi  zyti^i&aOgte 
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Kingrton,  C.  C. 
Chanter,  T.  M. 

Mauger,  S. 
\Vats:)a,  J.  C. 
Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
McDougall>  J.  K. 
Fishei.  A. 
Catts,  1.  H. 
Webster,  W. 


Faibs. 

Edwards,  R. 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Smith.  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Thomas,  J. 


The  CHAIRMAN.— The  numbers  being 
equal,  I  give  my  casting  vote  in  favour  <rf 
the  "  Noes." 
Question  so  resdved  in  the  negative. 
Requested    amendment    (paragraph  a) 
made. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare)  [4.45]- 
— I  do  hope  that  the  Govmiment  will  see 
its  way  to  agree  to  the  request  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  proposed  new  para- 
graph B. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — I  shall  not  do  so 
no  matter  bow  Icmg  the  discussion  upcm  it 
may  continiie.  We  have  a  few  nice  pro- 
tectionists in  this  House. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  understood 
that  the  Gownroent  desired  to  complete  the 
consideration  of  the  Tariff  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  Reid.— No  fear.  They  have  too 
good  a  bone  in  hand.  They  will  gnaw  it  as 
long  as  we  will  let  them. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— My  sogges- 
tioii  was  i»ompted  by  a  desire  to  assist  the 
Government.  We  all  know  that  the  use  ot 
cream  separators  and  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chines is  confined  to  two  very  im^wtant 
industries.  In  the  dairying  industry  cream 
separat<»:s  play  such  an  important  part  that 
the  dairyman  who  is  satisfied  to  adopt  old 
methods  cannot  hope  to  successfully  compete 
with  the  individual  who  is  using  uo-to-date 
implements.  These  implements  come  largely 
^jrom  the  Continent.  There  are  patent 
rights  connected  with  them  which  frequertly 
preclude  their  manufacture  in  Australia  for 
a  number  of  years.  It  is  essential  that 
those  engaged  in  the  industry  should  have 
the  advantage  of  the  very  latest  improve- 
ments in  machinery.  In  the  matter  of 
sheep-shearing  machines,  I  recollect  that  the 
original  proposal  of  the  Government  was 
that  thev  should  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 
At  the  last  moment,  however,  the  Trea- 
surer proposed  that  a  duty  should  be  levied 
upon  them.  In  one  of  the  rooms  attached 
to  this  building  a  sheep-shearing  machine 
was  exhibited  and  a  hand  piece  shown 
around  the  chamber  which  we  were  led  to 
understand  had  been  manufactured  in  Syd- 
ney, and  that  was  regarded  as  a  sufficient 
leasmi   why   it   should    he  protected: 


That  was  the  argument  that  was  then  so 

potent  in  inducing  the  Committee  to  come 
to  the  vx)te  then  given.  The  Senate  has 
had  the  advantage  of  considering  the  mat- 
ter with  more  detail  than  honorable  mem- 
bers of  this  House  had.  We  were  taken 
at  a  disadvantage,  because  until  the  Min- 
ister rose  the  assumption  was  that  the 
proposal  in  the  schedule  would  stand, 
namely,  that  these  lines  shpuld  be  upon  the 
free  list.  Honorable  members  had  not 
time  to  get  informaticm  bearing  upcm  the 
f^oduction  of  these  machines.  The  Senate 
did  not  labour  under  that  disadvantage; 
and^  while  it  is  a  Chamber  in  which  pro- 
tectionist principles  predominate,  yet  the 
members,  after  looking  carefuljy  into  the 
question,  came  to  the  decision  that  these 
machines  could  not  be  reasonably  pro- 
duced in  Australia,  and  therefore  decided 
to  place  them  upon  the  free  list.  That  is  the 
request  which  we  now  have  to  consider.  I 
have  received  a  communication  from  the 
Pastoralists'  Union  of  New  South  Wales, 
signed  by  the  secretary,  Mr.  John  Mair.  The 
letter  sets  out  the  position  from  the  pastoral- 
ists* stand-point  mainly,  but  incidentally 
also  from  the  stand-point  of  the  shearers 
who  use  the  machines.  Mr.  Mair  says — 

As  the  House  of  Representatives  will,  in  its 
consideration  of  the  Tariff,  be  dealing  at  an 
early  date  with  the  item  Sheep  Shearuie  Ma- 
chinery, the  executive  of  this  union  desire  to 
bring  under  your  notice  the  following  reasons 
why.  in  their  opinion.  Shearing  Machines  (Hand 
Pieces)  which  are  the  tool^  of  trade  of  shearers, 
should  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

These  'hand  pieces  have  not  been  commercially 
produced  in  Australia,  though  several  oniaccess- 
fnl  attempts  to  manufactore  diem  have  been 
made.  If,  as  there  is  every  reasonr  to  believe, 
they  cannot  be  successfully  made  here  at  present, 
a  duty  will  impose  a  tax  on  the  primary  pro- 
ducer and  worker  without  conferring  any  bene- 
fit on  the  manufacturing  interests.  In  any  case, 
seeing  that  the  great  majority  of  the  shearing 
sheds  have  already  been  fitted  with  imported 
machines,  dupHc.-ite  parts  thereof  for  replace- 
ment purposes  will  necessarily  have  to-  be  of 
imported  make,  and  their  cost'will  be  increased 
by  the  duty. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  shearing  machines- 
can  be  made  here,  they  would  necessarily  cost 
moch  more  than  the  imported  article,  seeing  that 
the  raw  material  is  not  producible  here,  and 
the  increased  expense  would,  of  course,  have- 
to  be  borne  by  the  consumer,  while,  as  the  num- 
bCT  of  hands  engaged  in  the  manufacture  would 
be  comparatively  small,  there  would  be  very 
little  compensatmg  advantage  m  the  way  of 
extra  employment. 

The  hand  pieces  of  shearing  machines  being 
of  most  delicate  mechanism,  the  quality  of  the 
material  and  of  the  workmanship  must  be  of 
the  very  highest  standard  to  ensure  practical 
efficiency.  The  present  copdition  of  efficiency 
has  only  been  readied  bf^W^jmii*^  of 
manufactmen  anff ig*t^Ar^  SWT'S  "hrriod  of 
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many  years,  and  U  would  require  a  similar 
lengthy  experience  and  painstaking  for  locally- 
made  machines  to  be  of  practical  value  and  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  workers.  The 
latter  is  a  most  important  [>oint,  as  infeiiAr 
machines  mean  harder  and  slower  work  for  the 
shearer,  and,  consequently,  lower  earnings,  see- 
ing that  he  is  paid  according  to  the  number  of 
sheep  he  shears.  As  regards  this  aspect  of 
the  case,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  remarks  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Spence  (President  of  the  Shearers 
organization,  the  Australian  Workers'  Union) 
when  the  item  was  previously  before  your  House, 
on  which  occasion  he  opposed  a  duty  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  militate  against  the  in- 
terests of  the  shearers.  (See  Hansard,  6576,  et. 
seq.) 

In  submitting  the  above  facts  for  your  cos- 
sideralton,  I  am  directed  to  express  the  hope 
that  you  will  favour  the  placing  of  shearing 
machine  hand  pieces  on  the  free  list. 

Here  we  have  the  Pastoralists'  Union  of 
New  South  Wales,  through  its  secretary, 
making  the  stat«nents  whuch  I  have  just 
read ;  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling,  the  president  of  the  Australian 
Workers'  Union,  representing  the  great 
body  of  employes  interested  in  the  use  of 
these  machines,  has  also  placed  before  the 
Committee  their  position.  The  only  re- 
quest whidi  the  Government  have  '  con- 
sidered comes  from  the  one  firm  of  Moffat- 
Virtue.  The  finn  have  placed  upon 
the  market  an  implement  in  con- 
nexion with  which  they  hold  certain 
patents.  Part  of  their  mechanism  is 
manufactured  for  them  in  America-  But 
the  great  pastoral  industry  uses  other 
machines  also.  The  Wolesley  machine  is 
used  largely  m  New  South  Wales;  and 
jinother  machine  which  is  used  to  a  great 
extent  is  the  one  placed  upon  the  market 
by  the  find  of  Burgon  and  Ball.  These 
firms  will  be  greatly  disadvantaged  if  the 
Senate's  request  is  not  accepted,  because 
the  parts  of  their  machines  are  not  readily 
interchangeable  with  those  of  MofFat- 
Virtue.  I  have  received  a  ccramunication 
from  the  firm  of  Wolesley  and  Campany 
on  this  very  matter.  They  point  out  that 
they  endeavoured  to  start  manufacturing 
in  the  Commonwealth,  but  found  that  their 
raw  material  and  other  requirements  neces- 
sitated the  establishment  of  a  factory  in 
England,  and  they  have  continued  to 
manufacture  there  for  that  reason.  All 
these  large  firms  will  be  penalized  if  thev 
have  to  pay  this  high  duty,  inasmuch  as 
they  could  not  use  MofFat-Virtue 
parts.  Many  sheds  are  already  fitted  up 
with  the  machines  manufactured  by  the 
Wolesley  Company  and  by  Burgon  and 
Ball,  and  they  have  to  keep  on  hand  a 
supply  of  duplicate  parts  to  replace  bn^cen 
3ir.  Thtmat  Brown. 


or  \rom-out  parts  of  this  ocanplicated  me- 
chanism. The  duty  would  thus  be  a  heavy 
penalty,  whilst  not  ccnferring  any  con- 
siderable advantage  upon  any  large  number 
of  working  people  within  the  Ccanmon- 
wealth;  because  the  number  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  these  machines  is  very 
small  compared  with  the  thousands  who 
are  using  them.  I  therefore  hope  that 
the  Committee  in  its  wisdon  will  see  the 
advantage  of  not  penalizing  this  industry, 
and  will  accept  the  suggesticm  of  die 
Senate  by  placing  sheep-shearing  machines 
up<Hi  the  free  list,  and  thus  enable  this 
primary  industry  to  hold  its  own  in  com- 
petitiwi  with  the  whol^  world. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[5-0]. — I  trust  that  the  Committee  will  de- 
cide to  place  shearing  machines  upcHi  the 
free  list,  and  that  cream  separators  will 
be  similarly  treated.  The  dairying  indus- 
try is  a  very  important  cme.  It  has  at- 
tained to  enormous  proportions  in  Victoria, 
and  is  making  equal  progress  in  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Wise. — Cream  separators  are  not 
in  dispute. 

Mr.  HEN^LY  WILLIS.— The  cheaper 
the  small  settlers  are  able  to  obtain  their 
machinery,  the  further  back  in  the  coun- 
try they  will  be  able  to  go.  Take  the 
dairying  industry.  If  the  machinery  that 
is  necessary  to  it  is  made  cheap,  larger 
areas  wilt  be  brought  under  cultivation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  that  the  question  of  cream 
separators  is  not  concerned  in  the  re- 
quest. Whether  the  Senate's  request  is 
adopted  or  not,  cream  separators  will  still 
be  free.  I  wish  to  cwifine  the  debate  to 
the  matter  actually  before  us. 

Mr.  Page. — Do  you  rule,  sir,  that  para- 
graph B  does  not  include  cream  separators  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  rule  that  the  re- 
quest with  which  we  are  ccmcerned  does 
not  include  cream  separators.  Whether 
the  request  be  accepted  or  rejected,  they 
will  still  be  free. 

Mr.  Page. — If  we  are  not  dealing  with 
cream  separators,  may  I  ask  why  they  are 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  before  us  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— They  are  included 
only  as  a  matter  of  convenience.  We 
are  dealing  merely  with  a  part  of  the  item 
concerning  which  a  request  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Senate.  It  is  not  competent  for  an 
honorable  member  to  discuss  the  whole 
item. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.--^  quite  under- 
stand the  ruling;  bH^i,ee»bf>45«)@gt^p- 


Cwtom  [29  Apkxl,  1908.]  Tariff  BiU. 


10669 


pose,  as  the  htmorable  member  for  Maranoa 
and  I  did,  that  cream  separators  vae  also 
affected.  What  I  have  said  with  regard  to 
those  implements  will,  however,  apply 
equally  to  m<u:hinery  used  in  shearing,  be- 
cause the  cheaper  selectors  are  able  to  buy 
their  shearing  machinerVf  the  more  land  will 
be  put  under  cultivation  for  mixed  farming. 
Take  the  case  of  a  fanner  who  keeps 
a  small  flock  of  sheep.  He  requires  to  have 
his  sheep-shearing  machinery  cheap.  Small 
sheep  fanners  find  great  difliculty  in  getting 
shearers  at  the  proper  time  of  the  year, 
unless  there  happens  to  be  a  fair  number 
of  holdings  in  the  district.  Shearers  will 
not  go  where  there  is  cmly  a  very  small 
amount  of  wwk  ioc  them  to  do;  or,  if 
they  go,  the  owners  have  to  pay  higher 
prices  than  are  paid  on  large  stations, 
whm  the  work  is  more  considerable,  and 
extends  over  a  longer  period.  So  that,  by 
enabling  the  farmer  to  get  his  machinery 
cheap,  we  ^all  facilitate  settlement  in  the 
back  country.  We  should,  therefcMe,  fol- 
low the  advice  of  the  honorable  member  for 
-Dalare,  and  adopt  the  Senate's  request. 
The  small  settlers  in  Australia  are  innumer* 
able.  Every  year  additional  areas  are  be- 
in^  taken  up  by  small  men,  and  by  cheap- 
ening the  machinery  which  they  must  use, 
we  shall  increase  the  wealth  produced  by 
them,  and  thus  benefit  the  community. 

Mr.  Page. — I  do  not  think  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  Committee  to  make  an 
amendment  removing  a  duty  fron  parts.  I 
was  not  permitted  to  move  a  similar  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Perhaps  the 
honorable  member  is  right.  It  is  often  by 
failing  that  we  get  to  understand  our 
powers.  I  agree  with  the  Senate  that  sheep- 
shearing  machines  should  be  free,  and  I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  agree  to  its 
request. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [5.7].— 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  make  the 
requested  amendment.  It  is  only  the  tm< 
ported  hand  parts  of  sheep-shearing  ma- 
chines which  have  been  found  to  be  quick 
and  efBcient,  and  in  the  shearing  of  sheep 
expedition  is  of  the  utmost  value,  not 
merely  to  sheep  owners,  but  also  to  the 
shearers.  I  have  known  it  to  be  neces- 
sary, because  of  the  weather,  to  delay 
sheep-shearing  for  weeks,  and  once  this 
operation  is  begun,  it  is  important  that  it 
should  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Thoiias  Brown. — Wool  is  sometimes 
reduced  in  value  by  tiie  seeds  which  get  into 
it. 


Mr.  FOSTER.— Yes;  that  is  a  reason 
for  early  shearing.  I  indorse  what  has 
been  said  by  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Darling.  I  have  no  enthusiasm  for  mere 
revenue  duties  such  as  this  now  proposed 
by  the  Government.  If  an  article  can  be 
effectively  manufactured  in  Australia,  a  pro- 
tective duty  should  be  placed  on  importa- 
tions. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [5.10].— This 
is  a  fitting  opportunity  to  draw  attention 
to  the  surly  manner  of  the  Treasurer.  When 
the  request  was  called  on,  he  blurted  out 
that  "  he  did  not  care  how  long  we  stayed 
here,  the  amendment  would  not  be  made." 

Mr.  Page.— That  is  for  the  Committee 
to  decide. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— My  pomt  is  that  the 
Treasurer  is  not  treating  us  properly. 
Neither  he  nor  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  is  now  present,  and  the  substitute 
whom  they  have  provided  does  not  know 
what  is  in  thor  minds,  so  that  it  is  almost 
useless  to  make  representations  to  him.  The 
bearing  of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms yesterday  compares  very  favorably 
with  that  of  the  Treasurer  to-day,  being 
all  that  could  be  desired.  As  a  conse- 
quence, business  was  expedited.  But  no 
sooner  does  the  Treasurer  return  than 
trouble  begins. 

Mr.  Page. — We  cannot  all  strike  a  good 
bedside  manner. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Some  of  us  cannot 
strike  a  bellicose  manner.  I  hope  that  the 
Committee  will  make  shearing  machines 
free.  The  honorable  member  for  New 
England  pointed  out  .  how  necessary  it  is 
that  shearing  should  be  done  quickly.  Many 
shearers,  I  believe,  carry  their  own  cutters. 

Mr.  Page. — Not  now.  The  unions  have 
settled  that. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— At  any  rate,  a  great 
deal  of  shearing  is  done  by  farmers  them- 
selves, and  farmers'  sons,  in  slack  times, 
add  to  their  earnings  by  shearing  for 
others.  The  proposed  duty  would  be  a 
tax  on  one  of  the  primary  industries  of  the 
country.  Of  course,  it  is  in  keeping  with 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  do  all  it 
can  to  strangle  the  primary  industries.  I 
hope  that  the  Treasurer  will  try  to  atone 
for  his  surly  conduct  by  not  forcing  his 
motion  to  a  divisicm. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [5.14].— I  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  make  the  amendment 
requested  by  the  Senate.  As  I  represent 
a  purely  pastoral  district,  I  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  duty.  Sbeep- 
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Collingwood,  and,  therefOTC,  I  appeal  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Batman  to  sup- 
port the  Senate's  reauest.  The  proposed 
duty  will  be  purely  revenue-producing,  and 
I  have  heard  protectionists  uy  that  tbey 
will  rtot  vote  for  such  duties. 

Mr.  McWiLLUHS.— Shearing  machines 
are  on  the  same  footing  as  cream  separatus. 

Mr.  PAGE.— They  are  to  the  pastoralist 
what  cream  separators  are  to  the  dairyman. 
No  one  knows  better  than  you  do,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  rapid  strides  have  been 
made  witii  machine  shearing  in  western 
Queensland.  There  arc  few  sheds  now-a- 
days  in  which  the  shearing  is  done  by 
hand.  Yet  the  Treasurer  wishes  to  impose 
a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  on  machinery  neces- 
sary for  the  canning  on  ot  our  chief 
jffimary  industry.  As  a  pastoralist,  he 
must  know  the  effect  of  the  duty.  If  the 
honorary  Minister  now  in  diarge  of  Go- 
vernment business  were  to  agree,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Treasurer,  to  make  the 
amendment  requested  by  the  Soiate,  he 
would  obtain  a  name  for  himself  whidi  he 
vriU  not  have  another  chance  to  gain. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — What  would  the 
Treasurer  say  ? 

■  Mr.  PAGE. — ^The  question  is,  what 
would  the  country  say  ?  AH  connected  with 
t|ie  pastoral  industry  would  pnxiounce  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  be  the  only  sen^ble 
man  in  the  Ministry  I  feel  sure  that  the 
Committee  will  make  the  amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate.  Our  wool  has  to 
be  sold  in  the  markets  of  the  world  against 
the  keenest  competitioa  of  producers  else* 
where,  and  protectionists,  who,  no  doubt, 
sympathize  with  us,  will  not  be  sacrificing 
any  principle  if  they  go  further  and  vote 
for  the  Senate's  proposal. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [5.20].— Under 
the  previous  Tariff,  the  definition  of  shear- 
ing machines  adopted  by  the  Customs  De- 
partment, included  the  flexible  tubing  and 
lievelled  friction-gearing,  lea\ing  the  shaft- 
ing to  be  included  as  general  machinery.  A 
ctuinge  in  the  definition  was  made,  but  si^ 
sequently  the  original  definition  was  re- 
verted to.  When  the  Sydney  firm  referred 
to  started  the  manufacture  of  the  flexible 
tubing  and  overhead  gearing  referred  to  in 
the  Senate's  requested  amendment,  with  the 
object  of  carrying  out  the  Government 
policy,  I  used  my  influence  to  hare  the 
matter  dealt  with  in  the  way  proposed  by 
the  Senate,  in  order  that  the  duties  might 
be  impo.sed  on  the  flexible  tubings  and 
overhencJ  Ke.irin>,',  leaving  the  hand-pieces 
ito  be  admitted  duty  free.    These  parts  of 


the  shearing  madiine  have  really  been  suc- 
cessfully manufactured  only  by  the  Wolseley 
Company.  Tbey  have  developed  their 
machine  after  long  years  of  experience  of 
its  wwking.  Ttwy  have  acted  upon  re- 
pnrts  of  shearers  and  pastoralists ;  tiiey  use 
only  the  very  best  steel,  and  have  succeeded 
better  than  other  manufacturers  of  sbearine 
machines  in  avoiding  the  great  beat  which 
arises  from  the  rapid  movemmt  of  the 
parts.  The  shearing  madiines  turned  oat 
by  other  manufacturers  do  the  cutting  all 
right,  but  the  hand-pieces  become  so  hot  as 
to  blister  the  workmen's  hands.  As  the 
result  of  a  reoent  award  in  the  Federal 
Arbitration  Court,  the  employers  are  now 
required  to  provide  their  bearers  with 
efficient  machuwry.  In  some  cases  re(^tly 
stated,  men  ocxnplained  that  they  <x>uld  not 
work  with  the  machines  with  which  they 
ulere  supplied.  As  a  coosequenoe,  a  num- 
ber of  shearers  provided  their  own  ma* 
chines;  but  as  they  '  cost  £3,  it  is  un- 
reasonable that  workmen  should  be  asted 
to  supply  such  a  tool  of  trade.  The  de- 
•cision  of  the  Court  requiring  tiip  employer 
to  provide  efficient  machinery,  has  had  the 
effect  of. throwing  out  of  use  machines  of 
inferior  make.  The  makers  of  shearing 
machines  othier  than  the  Wolseley  Com- 
pany, have  tried  for  years  to  develop  and 
improve  their  machines,  but  they  have  found 
that  it  is  not  so  easy  to  make  any  material 
improvement.  It  is  ckar  that  protectunists 
are  unable  to  contend  that  this  is  an  article 
which  can  be  made  satisfutmily  in  Aus- 
tralia. We  know  that  one  firm  in  Shef- 
field has  practically  a  monopoly  of  the 
manufacture  of  hand  shears.  They  aif 
made  by  men  who,  in  succeeding  genera- 
tions, have  been  specially  trained  in  their 
manufacture,  and  imderstand  exactly  the 
tempering  of  the  steel  required.  Even  in 
the  United  States,  manufacturers  have  not 
succeeded  in  making  hand  shears  that  can 
compete  with  the  Sheffidd  shears.  Shear- 
ing machines  are  now  displacing  hand 
shears  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  even 
settlers  engaged  in  the  pastOTal  industry  on 
a  small  scale  are  getting  their  shearing  done 
bv  machine  shears.  All  these  considera- 
tions make  this  a  very  important  matter 
for  the  pastoral  industry.  I  have  been 
surprised  at  the  oppositi<m  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  I  am  in  a  position  to  say 
that  all  parties  interested  in  the  matter  are 
satisfied  with  the  amendment  requested  by 
the  Senate.  Under  it,  the  firm  that  is 
manufacturing  the  parts  of  the  machine 
proposed  to  be  made  duti^^^m^jncave 
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suflkioit  protection,  and  at  the  same  time, 
those  ei^ged  in  ttie  pastoral  Industry  will 
be  able  to  obtain  more  cheaply  than  they 
otherwise  would,  tlie  shearing  machines 
whidi  they  must  buy.  Whether  we  impose 
a  duty  on  the  hand-pieces  of  shearing  ma- 
chines or  not,  the  Wolseley  machines  will 
be  impCKted  and  purchased,  as  so  far  no 
other  machine  has  been  invented  that  is  a 
satisfactory  substitute  for  it.  It  should' 
not  be  f OTgottffl  that  the  Wolseley  Company 
have  protected  their  manufacture  by 
patents.  M(rfFat-Virtue,  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Wolseley  Company,  are  satis- 
fied vrith  the  requested  amendment,  and  the 
Government  would  do  well  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [5.25].— 
I  am  very  pleased  that  the  Senate  has  sub- 
mitted  this  request.  I  was  glad  to  heac 
the  explanation  of  the  matter  given  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Darling.  No  one 
in  Australia  is  more  competent  to  speak  on 
this  subject.  As  the  honorable  member 
has  pointed  out,  it  is  of  the  very  greatest 
importance  to  pastorallsts  to  be  able  to 
obtain  the  best  possible  shearing  machinery. 
If  any  of  the  machinery  used  in  a  shear- 
ing shed  breaks  down,  it  must  be  sent  a 
long  distance  to  be  repaired,  and  this  teads 
to  very  inconvenient  delay.  Shearing,  un- 
like other  work,  cannot  possibly  be  delayed. 
It  must  be  done  in  fine  weather. 
If  it  is  delayed  beywid  a  oeftain  time, 
as  cwie  honorable  member  pointed  out,  grass 
seeds  are  apt  to  get  into  the  wool.  Shearers 
look  for  emplojrment  in  a  number  of  sheds 
in  successicxi,  and  if,  by  a  break  in  the 
weather,  they  are  delayed  in  one  district, 
they  may  be  too  late  to  secure  (employment 
in  another.  Many  small  farmers  are  now 
co-operating  in  this  matter.  They  bring 
all  their  sheep  to  one  shed  and  have  thfem 
shorn  by  machiQery.  They  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  consequence,  in  avcnding  any 
delay  in  the  wwk  of  shearing.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Angas  pomted  out  that 
the  Pastoralists'  Association  of  South  Aus- 
tralia is  in  favour  of  the  amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate.  Tt  will  not  be 
denied  that  the  mmibers  of  that  association 
take  a  keen  interest  in  the  business,  and  we 
may  assume  that  they  are  prepared  in  this 
matter  to  recommend  what  is  right,  and 
what  would  be  in  the  interests  of  pastoral- 
ists and  shearers  alike. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.27].— I 
appeal  to  Ministers  not  to  continue  this 
"stone- walling"  of  the  Tariff.  We  are  all 
anxious  to  finish  its  considerati<m ;  but 
there  is  a  per^stent  "  stoiewall  "  set  up 


Ministers  in  refusing  to  accept  an  amend- 
ment the  fate  of  which  is  perfectly  ob^ 
vious.  The  amendment  requested  by  tho 
Senate  on  this  item  is  absolutely  in  line 
with  the  principles  of  the  Tariff  as  suIh 
mitted  by  Ministers  themselves.  I  refer 
hcmorable  members  to  item  167,  under  which 
machine  tools,  as  prescribed  by  depart- 
mental by-laws,  are  admitted  free.  Under 
item  169,  tools  of  trade  used  by  artisans 
and  mechanics,  and  tools  in  general  use,  as 
prescribed  bv  departmental  by-laws,  are 
also  admitted  free.  Under  these  two  items 
thousands  of  tools  of  trade  used  in  town 
industries  are  admitted  free  of  duty.  Why 
should  the  shearers  of  Australia  be  angled 
out  for  specifically  unfavorable  treatment 
in  ^is  way?  The  shearing  machine  is  a 
tool  of  their  trade,  and  it  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  they  are  able  to  use  it  only 
for  a  limited  period  in  each  >'«ar,  whilst 
the  artisan  engaged  in  a  town  industry  is 
able  to  use  his  tools  of  trade  all  the  year 
round.  As  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Barker  has  said,  if  the  state  of  the  weather 
interferes  with  the  work  of  shearing  at  a- 
man's  first  shed,  it  is  very  likely  that  he 
will  find  himself  thrown  out  of  his  seccmd 
shed,  and  he  may  have  (Xily  four  or  five 
weeks'  work  at  shearing  in  the  year.  It 
came  under  my  notice  in  the  cases  I  have 
referred  to  that  frequei^ly  a  shearer  may 
have  to  travel  over  100  miles  to  his  first 
shed  and  then  should  rain  set  in  find  himself 
thrown  out  of  a  chance  of  employment  at- 
a  second  shed.  That  is  an  acknowledged 
risk  in  the  shearing  industry.  I  admit 
that  in  Queeneland  the  shearing  season  ex- 
tends over  a  longer  period  than  in  New 
South  Wales.  ■ 

Mr.  Page. — What  the  homxable  member 
refers  to  is  happarin^  at  the  present  timff 
in  Queensland. 

Mr.  REII>. — When  we  have  agreed  to 
admit  artisans'  tools  of  trade  free  by  the 
thousand,  on  what  principle  can  we  justify 
the  imposition  of  taxaticxi  on  a  tool  of 
trade  used  by  shearers  ? 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honorable  gentleman 
must  admit  that  these  machines  are  not  pro- 
vided by  the  shearets. 

Mr.  REID. — ^The  shearers'  earnings  de- 
pend on  the  use  of  these  machines,  although 
they  have  to  be  provided  by  the  employer. 
I  remind  the  honorable  member  also  that  in 
many  of  the  big  factcxies  in  Melbourne  the 
artisans  emploved  do  not  find  their  own 
tools.  Thty  are  provided  by  the  factory- 
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■  Mr.  Salmon. — I  thought  that  the  honOT- 
able  gentleman  was  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  shearer  personally. 

Mr.  REID. — The  interests  of  the  indus- 
try are  of  vital  importance  to  the  shearer, 
and  there  are  thousands  of  men  who  follow 
the  industry  of  shearing  in  Australia.  Al- 
though, as  the  result  of  SOTie  'recent  ar- 
rangement, the  employer  may  be  required 
to  provide  shearing  machines,  I  know  that 
shearers  used  at  CKie  time  provide  their  own 
shears.  On  principle,  I  do  not  see  why  a 
manufacturer  should  be  able  to  obtain  the 
tools  of  trade  required  by  his  workmen  free 
of  duty,  though  they  can  carry  on  their 
work  all  the  year  round,  whilst  a  pastoralist 
who  is  required  to  provide  tools  of  trade 
that  are  used  only  a  few  weeks  in  each 
year  should  be  singled  out  for  special  taxa- 
tion. In  my  opinion  that  is  against  the 
principles  of  the  Tariff.  I  am  sure  that  no 
man  has  a  greater  sympathy  with  the  coun- 
try industries  than  has  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Custfxns,  and  I  appeal  to  him 
now  to  accept  the  requested  amendment 
and  do  a  good  acticxi  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [5.32].— This 
item  affects  an  industry  which  I  venture  to 
say  employs  something  like  40,000  hands. 

Mr.  Spence. — Over  50,000. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Honorable  members 
will  see  that  we  are  asking  that  there  shall 
be  done  for  this  industry  not  more  than 
half  what  we  are  doing  for  c4her  industries. 
The  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
referred  to  the  nimiber  of  tools  of  trade  on 
the  free  list ;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
might  also  have  stated  that  the  general 
community  is  very  heavily  taxed  in  respect 
of  the  productions  of  the  indietries  in 
which  these  tools  of  trade  are  employed, 
whilst  there  is  no  way  in  which  we  can 
give  assistance  to  the  pastoral  industry  by 
impositiw  of  protective  duties  upon  its 
products. 

Mr.  Livingston. — We  might  remit  the 
duty  on  wire  netting. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  so.  I  can 
speak  on  this  matter  as  a  shearer,  although 
in  my  time  shearing  was  principally  done 
by  hand.  Machine  shears  were  not  very 
largely  used,  and  were  not  a  very  great 
success.  The  ■  reason  for  this  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Darling,  and  it  arose  from  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  the  hand-pieces  of  the  shearing 
machines  cool.  I  think  there  ought  to  be 
no  hesitation  about  the  acceptance  of  the 
requested'  amendment.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion of  the  in^XKition  of  a  protective  duty 


in  this  case.  When  the  driving  gear  is  pro- 
tected, we  should  allow  the  hand-pieces, 
which  cannot  be  made  in  Australia,  to  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

Questicxi — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment, inserting  the  words  "  Sheep  shearing 
machines,"  &c.,  in  item  152,  new  para- 
graph B,.be  not  made — ^resc^ved  in  the  illa- 
tive. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  153.  Cutlery  of  all  kinds,  n.e.i., 'in- 
eluding  Plated  Cutlery ;  Knife  Sharpener*  j 
Manicure  Sets;  but  not  cutlery,  in  part  or 
wholly  made  up  of  silver  or  gold,  ad  vaL 
(General  Tariff),  20  per  cent.;  (United  King- 
dom), 15  per  cent. 

Request. — Make  the  duties  (General  Tariff), 
15  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Litne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 
Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5.35]- — I  beg  to  point  out  that 
this  request  is  in  the  printed  list  of  those 
to  be  accepted ;  and  the  Minis^,  when  he 
addressed  the  House  generally,  said  that 
this  was  a  request  that  he  intended  to  sup- 
jxwt. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Never  mind,  I  do 
not  propose  to  accept  the  request. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— This  list 
has  been  issued  by  the  Treasurer  to  hon- 
orable meo^bers,  and  I  ask  whether  he  has 
now  any  nght  to  change  his  intenticxis,  as 
he  proposes? 

Sk  Wiluam  LifNK. — ^Yes;  because,  when 
I  addressed  the  House  in  the  first  instance, 
I  said  that  there  were  scxne  items  about 
which  r  was  not  quite  decided. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Surely 
we  have  &  right  to  hold  the  Treasurer  to 
his  own  printed  list  which  he  laid  on  the 
table? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  told  honorable 
members  that  there  were  sevCTal  items  about 
which.  I  Wail  not  quite  decided,  and  that 
I  reserved  to  myself  the  right  to  vary  our 
proposals. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Then  the 
Treasurer  ought  to  have  given  some  intima- 
tion to  honorable  members  of  his  intention 
to  do  so. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  the  Hansard 
report  of  my  speech  before  me,  and  I  find 
that  I  then  said  that  item  153  was  one  in 
regard  to  which  there  might  be  some  varia- 
tion. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— If,  after 
further  oxisideration,  the  Treasurer  issued 
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Sir  William  Lyne.— That  list  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  Printer,  while 
I  was  addressing  honorable  members. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.  —  But, 
surely  the  Treasurer  could,  since  then,  have 
intimated  in  regard  to  what  items  he  de- 
cided to  make  iterations  ? 

Sir  William  Lyme. — There  are  a  num- 
ber of  items  like  this,  on  which  I  have 
obtained  further  informati<m. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— On  what 
ground  does  the  Treasurer  propose  to  alter 
his  previous  dedsiwi? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.41]. — When  I  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  first  instance,  the  list  had 
been  sent  to  the  Government  Printer,  be- 
cause I  had  promised  to  circulate  it  with 
the  other  lists ;  and  I  never  toxiched 
them  afterwards.  In  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular item,  I  said,  according  to  the 
Hansard  report,  that  this  was  a  case  in 
which  there  might  be  some  variatiCMi;  but 
that  duties  of  X5  and  10  per  cent,  were 
sug^ted  by  the  Senate.  The  present 
duties  are  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent, 
and  those  duties  the  Government  desire 
should  be  continued.  Under  the  Tariff  of 
1902,  cutlery,  if  plated,  was  20  per  cent, 
and,  otherwise,  15  per  cent. ;  so  that  if  the 
Senate's  request  be  granted,  the  Tariff  will 
be  COTisiderably  lower  than  the  first  Tariff. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Has  experiwice  not 
shown  that  it  ought  to  be  lowered? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  experience 
has  shown  the  reverse.  I  cannot  see  that 
the  Government  would  be  justified,  imder 
any  circumstances,  in  reducing  the  duty  5 
per  cent,  below  that  of  1902.  When  I 
first  addressed  the  Committee  in  reference 
to  the  requests,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise and  unfair  to  have  such  a  reducticm 
and,  therefore,  I  made  the  reservation  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded.  I  intend 
to  stand  by  the  item  as  it  left  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [5.45].— The 
Treasurer,  I  understand,  is  merely  claim- 
ing the  right  to  "change  his  mind  "  ;  and 
I  Slink  we  all  have  a  certain  sympathy  with 
him,  because,  if  we  had  his  mind,  we 
should  wish  to  change  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  long  explanation  which  the 
Treasurer  made  when  introducing  the  re- 
quests, and  the  qualification  he  then 
thought  fit  to  impose,  do  not  really  touch 
the  question  before  us,  because,  since  then, 
these  lists  have  been  issued.  Why  did  the 
Treasurer  not  include  this  reqtiest  in  the 
list  of  those  to  be  accepted  ? 


Sir  William  Lvne. — I  stated  at  the  time 
that  I  was  not  quite  sure  in  regard  to  this 
item ;  and  I  may  repeat  that  this  particular 
list  was  being  printed  while  I  was  speak- 
ing. 

Mr.  KELLY. — ^A  number  of  howabte 
monbers,  who  are  particularly  interested  in 
this  item,  may  be  absent  now,  under  the 
impression  that  this  requested  amendment 
was  to  be  accepted,  as  indicated  by  the  list 
in  which  it  appeared.  The  Treasurer, 
however,  has  "  changed  his  mind,"  and  ap- 
parently desires  to  sneak  this  it^  through 
without  the  knowledge  of  bwiorable  mem- 
bers. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lynx. — I  am  not  trying  to 
sneak  any  item  through.  I  have  evo'ything 
on  my  sleeve. 

Mr,  KELLY. — I  object  to  the  prepqsi- 
ticHi  "on,"  because,  in  my  opinion,  the 
Treasurer  has  had  this  motion  up  his 
sleeve. 

Mr.  Reid. — Let  the  item  be  postponed, 
if  the  Committee  is  taken  by  surprise. 

Mr.  KELLY.— That  is  the  suggestion 
which  I  was  about  to  make ;  because  it  is 
quite  evident  that  honorable  members  are 
not  prepared  for  the  change  of  attitude  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  If  the  Trea- 
surer desires  to  have  any  reputation  for 
straightness  and  fair-going,  he  will  consent 
to  the  postponement  of  this  item,  because 
the  list  that  was  issued  was  undoubtedly  re- 
garded as  a  true  reflex  of  the  Ministerial 
intentions. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — There  are  one  or 
two  other  similar  cases. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Then  this  Ministerial 
"  change  of  mind  "  is  not  isolated?  This 
seems  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  way  of 
bringing  about  increases  in  the  duties. 
If  the  Treasurer  will  not  stand  by  the  bar- 
gain, as  circularized,  which  he  made  with 
the  House  to  accept  the  request,  he  ought 
to  postpone  its  consideration  so  as  to  give 
honorable  members  some  notice  of  his 
change  of  intentions. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [5.50].— 
I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will  stand  by  his 
proposal  to  reject  the  request  that  the  duties 
in  respect  of  this  item  be  reduced  to  15  per 
cent,  and  10  per  cent.  As  a  protectionist 
I  object  to  mere  revenue  duties  being  im- 
posed in  respect  of  such  an  item  as  this. 
I  express  no  opinion  on  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  Minister  should  have 
given  notice  of  his  deterimnation  to  resist 
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this  request,  but  I  distinctly  rem^ber  a 
statement  made  by  him,  when  outlining  the 
intentions  of  the  Government,  that  'there 
were  scxne  requests  in  respect  of  which  he 
had  not  made  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  Kelly.— Hear,  hear ;  that  is  sa 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  hope  that  this  request 
will  be  rejected.  It  would  be  a  farce  to 
impose  a  duty  of  lo  per  cent,  on  an  item 
including  sudi  articles  as  plated  cutlery  and 
manicure  sets.  Surely  if  it  is  reaswiable 
to  expect  those  who  use  woollen  socks  to 
pay  a  duty  upon  them  ioc  the  sake  of  pro- 
tecting a  local  industry,  it  is  fair  that 
those  who  use  plated  cutlery  and  manicure 
sets  should  be  required  to  pay  the  duties 
which  we  have  imposed  upon  them. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North  Syd- 
ney) [5.53]. — If,  since  the  distribution  of 
the  circular  indicating  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  respect  to  the  requests 
made  by  another  place,  the  Treasurer  has 
changed  his  intentions  with  respect  to  any 
of  them,  I  think  that  he  ought  to  let  us 
know  at  onoe. 

Sir  WiLLiAii  Lyne. — During  the  ad- 
journment for  dinner,  if  possible,  1  shall 
look  through  the  list,  so  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  inform  the  Committee  whether  we 
propose  to  alter  our  original  detemunaticM) 
in  respect  to  any  of  the  remaining  requests. 
I  think  that  in  one  or  two  cases  there  will 
be  a  departure  from  our  original  determina- 
ti<m  as  get  forth  in  the  circular. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  will 
satisfy  me. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment in  item  153  (Cutlery),  making  the 
duties  (General  Tariff)  15  per  cent.  (United 
Kingdom)  10  per  cent.,  be  not  made — put. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Non, 


Atkiasoo,  L. 
BowdcQ,  E.  K. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Cook,  Joseph 
FoxtoD,  Colonel 
lilynn,  P.  McM. 
JohQSoa,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
LiddTell,  F. 


Liviagston,  1. 
McWillianu,  W.  J. 
Povnton,  A. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Teller': 
Archet.  E.  \V. 
Willi*.  Henry 


Paus. 


Brown,  Thomas 
Thcnnas,  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Mahon,  H. 
Huehes,  W.  M. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Wilka.   W.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 


Ayes 
Noes 


25 
16 


Majority 


Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
rmiifh,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
K»in(j,  T  T. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
('•loom,  L.  E. 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Harf>er,  R, 
Hedees,  W.  U. 


Ans. 


Knos,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
MLithews,  J. 
Sampson.  S. 
S[>ence,  W,  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
\V;itkin%  D. 
Wise,  r,.  H 
Tellers: 

P*ge.  J. 
Todor,  F.  G. 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Webster,  W. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Hutchison,  J. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Fisher,  A. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
O'Malley,  King 
Batchelor,  E.  L 
Irvine,  W.  H. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  afBrmative. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  156 
(Nails)  and  in  item  158  (Weighing  ma- 
chines) made. 

Requested  amendment  in  item  159  (Add* 
ing  and  Computing  Machines)  insertii^  the 
words,  "  Time  registers  and  detectors  '* 
and  "  Combined  bagging,  weighing,  and 
sewing  machines"  made,  but  requested 
amendment  making  the  item  free  not  made. 

On  and  after  27th  November,  1^7-^ 

Item  160.  Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Ap- 
pliances (except  Electrit),  via. 

(a)  Gas  Producers;  Flue-heated  Economizers; 
Mechanicar  Stokers;  Steam  Traps;  Steam  Tur- 
bines; Super  Heaters;  Water  Purifiers,  ad  val. 
(General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom), 
free.    .    .  . 

Reqtteit. — Leave  cut  the  words  Gas  pro- 
ducers"; insert  after  "Turbines"  the  words 
"  High  speed  Reciprocating  Engines  coupled 
with  generators  or  Dynamo  Electric  Machines 
to  be  used  in  mines." 

Requested  amendment  leaving  out  the 
words  "  Gas  producers  "  made. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wzixiak  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  inserttnp  the 
words  "  High  speed  reciprocating  engine* 
coupled  with  generators  or  dynamo  electik  ma- 
chinei  to  be  used  in  mines "  be  not  made. 

Sir  John  Forhest. — I  should  like  to 
obtain  your  ruling,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  to 
the  power  of  the  Senate  to  request  addi- 
tions to  items.  In  this  case  we  find  that 
the  Senate  has  requested  the  insertion  of 
words  bringing  within  the  item  certain 
machinery  and  engines  which  were  not 
included  in  it  as  the  Bill  left  this 
House.  I  say  nothing  on  the  question 
whether  the  requited  am^idn^t-ot^ld  be 
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advantageous  or  not ;  my  point  is  that  the 
Senate  has  no  power  to  request  an  addition 
to  an  item  bringing  under  it  lines  which 
were  not  included  in  it  as  passed  by  this 
Hou5e.  My  opinion  is  that  another  place 
has  eK^eeded  its  powers  in  requesting  the 
House  to  make  this  additiwi  to  the  item. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  few  me  to 
say  whether  the  Senate  was  or  was  not  in 
order  in  making  this  requested  amendment. 
The  words  which  we  are  asked  to  add  to 
the  item  may  have  appeared  in  swne  other 
item  in  the  schedule  as  passed  by  this 
House,  and  so  far  as  I  know  the  reque* 
mav  involve  a  reduction  and  not  an  in- 
crease of  dutv.  It  would  therefore  be 
roost  difficult  for  me  to  give  a  ruling.  In 
the  circumstances,  I  can  only  accept  the 
requested  amendment  as  it  comes  to  us 
from  the  Senate. 

Sir  John  Fokse^t. — I  submit,  Mr. 
Chainnan,  that  the  Senate  has  no  power 
to  take  words  frcHn  cme  item,  and  add  them 
'to  another.  There  must  be  stxne  order  sn 
the  requested  amendments  It  is  impos- 
■sible  for  me  to  say  whether  or  not  these 
words  have  been  taken  from  another  item, 
but  I  think  that  requests  should  be  con- 
sidered in-  the  order  in  which  the  items 
appeared  in  the  schedule  to  the  Bill  as  it 
left  this  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  will  see  that  it  would  be  most  dif- 
ficult fw  me  to  decide  so  far  as  the  mder 
is  concerned.  That  is  purely  a  matter  for 
tiie  House  and  not  fw  me  to  determine. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [6!6].— A  very 
desirable  re-arrang»nent  of  the  machinery 
items  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Treasurer  when  the  schedule  was  first  cwi- 
,sidered,  in  order  to  separate  electrical  from 
ordinary  machinery.  Apparently,  the 
Senate's  request  gives  these  machines  a 
more  accurate  trade  description,  and  puts 
them  in  a  better  situation  in  the  schedule. 
As  the  Tariff  left  this  Chamber,  we  in- 
cluded "  Generators  for  direct  coupling  to 
steam  turbines  '*  in  item  177. 

Mr.  HuicE  Cook. — The  Senate  have  not 
put  these  machines  in  a  better  situation, 
because  they  have  included  them  with'  steam 
jnachinery. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Then  the  Treasurer,  with 
the  aid  of  his  officers,  should  explain  to 
the  Committee  the  real  effect  of  the  re- 
■quest.  Will  it  destroy  the  separate  classi- 
fication of  electrical  and  ordinary  ma- 
chiner;y^?  Unfortunately,  we  ^et  no  exr 
planation  at  all  from  the  Mimster.  Of 
course,  he  cannot  be  expipcted  to  carry  all 


this  dialled  information  in  his  head,  but 
he  has  the  assistance  of  his  officers,  who  are 
there  to  guide  and  help  him,  and  the  Com- 
mittee certainly  requires  assistance  from 
some  authority  in  order  to  understand  why 
these  changes  are  made,  and  how  they 
affect  the  arrangement  of  the  schedule  as 
a  whole.  If  they  destroy  the  admirable 
re-arrangement  of  these  machinery  items, 
we  stuHild  be  t<^d  so. 

Mr.  RsiD. — Where  were  these  articles 
included  before? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.8]. — If  the  honorable  member  is 
anxious  to  know,  I  will  tell  him.  They 
came  under  item  160B,  n.e.i.,  at  20  pc^ 
cent,  in  the  old  Tariff. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [6.9].— It  is 
interesting  to  receive  that  infcHination  from 
th^  Treasurer;  but  I  understand  now  that 
the  Senate  mates  this  proposal  in  order  to 
make  sure  that  these  machines  will  oome 
under  a  nominal  duty  in  the  general  Tariff, 
and  be  free  from  Great  Britain.  The 
Treasurer  proposes  to  disagree  with  the  re- 
quest, but  he  has  made  no  effort  to  reply 
to  the  arguments  previously  advanred  in 
this  House  for  giving  this  kind  of  ma- 
chinery preferential  treatment,  or  to  the 
arguments  which  led  thfe  Senate  to  make 
the  request.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Min- 
ister is  not  in  possession  of  some  facts  that 
might  justify  him  in  seeking  to  obtain  a 
higher  duty,  but  it  is  certainly  due  to  the 
Ctintmittee,  befwe  we  agree  to  his  motion, 
to  receive  some  uiformation  from  him  as  to 
the  reasm  which  actuates  him. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.10]. — The  reason  was  given  by 
me  previously. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  machines  are  made 
here. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— They  were 
made  dutiable  because  they  can  be  manu- 
factured here. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [6.ir].— This 
matter  is  of  considerable  important.  It 
is  not  like  the  item  of  waddings  and  cot- 
ton wool,  which  occupied  so  much  time 
last  night.  This  appears  to  be  an  amend- 
ment intended  to  facilitate  the  mining 
operati<His  of  Australia  by  making  these 
madiines-  dutiable  at  a  lower  rate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  intended  to 
reduce  the  protectitmist  iiKidence  of  this 
item. 

Mr.  REID. — Are  high-speed  reciprocat- 
ing engines  coupled  with  dynamo  electrical 
machifies  made  in  Australia  ?  j 
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Sir  William  Lyne.- — So  I  am  infcnmed. 
Mr.  REID.— Then  I  guarantee  that  they 
are  very  expensive,  because  they  repre- 
sent one  of  the  highest  forms  of  engineer- 
ing, ;;nd  unless  there  is  a  tremend<»is  mar- 
ket for  them,  the  making  of  a  few  of  them 
must  be  a  very  costly  operation.  1  hope 
that  the  Minister  will  accept  the  Senate's 
request  in  the  interests  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry of  Australia,  because,  while  soms 
mines  pay  large  dividends,  the  great  bulk 
of  them  are  struggling  between  shutting  up 
or  going  on.  There  are  thousands  of  men 
employed  in  mining,  and  a  very  arduous, 
dangerous,  and  uncertain  occupation  it  is. 
Machinery  of  this  kind  is  very  similar  in 
the  case  of  mining  to  the  tools  of  trade 
that  artisans  in  the  town  get  free.  The 
amendment  cannot  involve  a  large  amount 
of  revenue. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [6.15].— I 
admit  that  it  was  my  misfortune  not  to 
hear  the  Minister  advance  weighty  argu- 
ments why  the  Senate's  request  should  not 
be  acceded  to,  but'  the  matter  is  of  suffi- 
cient importance  for  him  to  endeavour  to 
convince  some  of  us  who  had  not  the  plea- 
sure of  listening  to  him  previously  that  he 
is  adopting  the  right  course.  If  the  Min- 
ister is  in  possession  of  all -convincing  in- 
formation, he  might  reasonably  occupy  a 
few  minutes  in  imparting  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  question  of  this  importance. 
The  Senate's  proposal  is  very  clear. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  was  a  Western 
Australian  proposal. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— In  regard  to  this  Tariff 
the  Minister  has  adopted  towards  the  min- 
ing ventures  of  Western  Australia  an  atti- 
tude not  altogether  in  keeping  with  his 
usual  custom  of  considering  industries.  It 
does  not  matter  to  me  where  the  proposal 
came  from.  This  Committee  has  already 
deliberately  included  in  this  item  flue- 
heated  economizers,  mechanical  stokers, 
steam  traps,  and  steam  turbines,  because  it 
was  demonstrated  beycHid  doubt  that  they 
were  not  being  made  in  the  Commcmwealth, 
and  that  there  was  no  reas(»iable  prospect 
of  them  being  made  here  for  a  con- 
siderable time.  The  Senate,  acting  on 
additional  information,  have  added  to 
this  list  "  high-speed  reciprocating  en- 
gines coupled  with  generators  or  dynamo 
electric  machines  to  be  used  in  mines."  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  removal  of  the 
words  "  to  be  used  in  mines."  According 
to  the  information  1  have  obtained,  the 
high-speed  engines  which  are  coupled  with 
electric  machines  and  at  present  in  use 


throughout  Australia,  are  not  made  within 
the  Commonwealth.  That  view  must  have 
influenced  the  Senate  in  making  this  request. 
In  the  case  of  this  highly- technical  ma- 
chinery, which  is  cm  a  par  with  the  ma- 
chines already  included  in  the  paragraph, 
the  Minister  might  well  agree  to  the  re- 
quest, in  view  of  the  big  duty  which  has 
already  been  agreed  to  up<xi  mining  ma- 
chinery generally.  If  machines  of  this  de- 
scription had  been  removed  from  the  general 
machinery  items  and  placed  on  the  free  .list 
in  the  Arst  place,  I  believe  that  the  Trea- 
surer could  have  secured  a  higher  rate  of 
duty  on  general  machinery  when  the  sche- 
dule was  before  us  previously. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  I  had  given  con- 
sideration only  to  mining  machinery,  per- 
haps I  could  have,  but  I  did  not  think  it 
was  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— How  can  the  Minister 
make  that  statement  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  he  himself  accepted  duties  of  15  and 
12J  per  cent,  on  agricultural,  horticultural, 
and  viticultural  machinery,  but  insisted  cm 
duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  on  mimng 
machinery  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  was  compeilled  to 
acc^t  the  lower  duty  in  the  other  case. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— This  is  highly  technical 
machinery  used  principally  in  connexiai 
with  the  treatment  of  the  most  refractory 
ores  in  the  most  diflScult  mining  proposi- 
tions in  Australia,  but  it  is  use^  in  other 
projects  as  well.  The  Minister,  on  account 
of  his  exceptional  antagonism  towards  any 
proposal  that  may  assist  the  mining  indus- 
try— and  I  believe  that  that  attitude  of  his 
applies  principally  to  Western  Australian 
mining— refuses  to  grant  the  conce.ssion 
asked  for  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  This  machinery  can 
be  made  in  Australia. 

Sir  William  Lvn£. — The  mining  com- 
panies are  as  a  rule  such  octopuses  that  one 
has  to  be  wry  cautious  in  accepting  what 
they  advocate. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  hope  that  we  shall 
not  allow  our  prejudi<»s  against  mining 
companies  to  influence  us  in  our  judgment 
when  dealing  with  mining  machinery.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  mining  industry  in 
Australia  is  one  of  the  greatest,  and  one  of 
the  best  payers  to  its  employ&. 

Mr.  CooN. — What  rubbish  ! 

Mr.  FRAZER.—Will  the  honorable 
member  point  to  any  factory  paying  the 
g^eral  wages  that  are  paid  to  emplo\fe  in 
mines?  Are  the  mining  ccanpanies  con- 
cerns  that  employ^girU  a.,d1^gl^r  age? 
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The  gold  mines  have  produced  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  wealth  which  has 
helped  to  build  up  the  prosperity  of  this 
country.  The  mining  companies  are  the 
best  employers  of  labour  that  we  have. 
Surely  any  prejudice  which  may  have  been 
engendered  by  the  composition  of  in- 
dividual mining  oxnpanies  should  not  bias 
or  influence  honorable  members  in  deciding 
a  question  of  this  Idnd  t  The  honorable 
monber  for  Melbourne  FcHts  has  inter- 
jected that  high-speed  reciprocating  engines 
are  made  here.  I  ask  him  to  tell  me 
where  they  are  made, 

Mr.  Mathews. — They  can  be*  made  at 
any  engineering  establishment.  Of  course, 
there  may  be  patents  which  local  manufac- 
turers cannot  use,  but  that  is  all  that  there 
*  is  in  the  hcxiorable  member's  objection. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  where  they  -are  made,  and  would 
remind  him  that  an  expenditure  of  many 
thousands  of  pounds  would  be  required  be- 
fore a  local  manufacturer  could  place  an 
engine  of  that  description  upwi  the  market. 

Colonel  FoxTON. — Hundreds  of  thou- 
sands. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Yes,  very  often.  The 
expenditure  which  is  required  in  obtaining 
information  in  ord^*  to  keep  pace  with  tl^ 
times,  particularly  in  regard  to  electrical 
development,  is  so  great  that  n«>e  but  the 
most  powerful  ccnipanies  ccwld  pos^bly 
engage  in  the  industry.  Here  is  a  pro- 
posal which  I  think  ^uld  commend  itself 
to  any  reasonable  man.  Some  hcmorable 
members  say  ^at  they  cannot  vote  against 
it,  because  that  would  seem  like  giving  a 
vote  against  protecticm,  and  an  industry 
which  might  be  built  up  hereafter.  Very 
likely  the  industry  will  be  established  in 
time  to  ccxne.  Let  us  gtve  a  substantial 
protection  to  any  industry  which  can  sup- 
ply the  necessities  of  established  industries, 
but  do  not  let  us  injure  a  valuable  existing 
industry  such  as  gold  mining  is  to  Australia 
in  an  endeavour  to  establish  another  doubt- 
ful industry  of  much  less  propwtirais  in 
the  distant  future. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [6.23].— I  think 
that  it  is  a  mistake  c»i  the  part  of  the  hem- 
orable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  to  make  any 
distinction  betweefi  different  trades,  be- 
cause we  are  here  to  help  every  trade  in 
the  CommcHiwealth.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  leave  out  or  retain  the  words  "  high- 
speed reciprocating  engines,  coupled  witB 
generators  or  dynamo  electric  machines  to 
be  used  in  mines,"  the  effect  will  be  very 
slight  indeed,  because  th^  are  governed 
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by  the  words  "  Motive  Power  Machinery 
and  Appliances  (except  Electric),  viz."  It 
will  be  for  honorable  members  to  introduce 
a  special  paragraph  dealing  with  electric 
machines.  As  it  stands,  the  paragraph 
means  that  when  the  machinery  is  electric 
the  duty  is  not  to  apply. 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  is  a  composite  machine. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Unless  we  agree  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Minister,  we  shall  have  to 
go  back  and  strike  out  the  words  "except 
electric." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  that 
we  can  do  that. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  Government  must 
get  those  words  struck  out,  and  deal  with 
the  machinery  in  its  proper  place.  There 
need  be  no  fear^  I  think,  that  it  will  fall 
under  item  x6o. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  is  for  the  Minister  to  say 
where  the  article  should  be  put.  This  is 
our  only  oppc»timity  of  dealing  with  it 

Mr.  CROUCH.— The  hcmorable  mem- 
ber for  Kooyong  has  said  that  it  will  fall 
under  item  i6ob  and  will  be  dutiable  at  20 
per  cent.,  but  that  is  not  so,  because  the 
words  "  except  electric  "  cover  paragraphs 
A  and  B.  Perhaps  the  honorable  member 
can  point  out  an  item  under  whidi  it  will 
come. 

Mr.  Knox. — What  about  item  17  70, 
which  the  Senate  requests  us  to  leave  out? 

Mr.  Reid. — Our  only  chance  is  to  deal 
with  the  article  here.  The  Minister  can 
afterwards  put  it  in  its  proper  place. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Besides,  it  is  a  ownposite 
machine,  and  does  not  necessarily  fall 
under  the  section  of  the  Tariff  dealing  with 
electrical  machinery. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  do  not  think  that  it 
can  come  under  irem  160B.  Any  Collector 
of  Customs  would  immediately  see  that  the 
machinery  was  not  electric  and  say  that  the 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  did  not  apply. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — ^What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  suggest? 

Mr.  CROUCH.— I  think  that  the  words 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [6.27].— In 
the  course  of  the  last  speech  the  Minister 
interjected  that  it  was  impossible  to  strike 
out  the  wwds  "  except  electric." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No;  I  said  that  I 
did  not  think  that  we  could  do  it  here. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  do  not  see  why  we  can- 
not, seeing  that  the  Senate's  request  covers 
the  whole  of  item  160. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  lliink  that 
we  can  alter  any  words  which  have  not  been 
altered  elsewhere.  Cr^rxctic^ 
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Mr."  KELLY.— I  think  tliat  it  is  com- 
petent now  to  omit  the  words  "  except  elec- 
tric." 

Mr.  HuuE  Cook. — No,  because  we  have 
got  past  those  words.  * 

Mr.  KELLY.— Surely  the  Governnient 
would  agree  to  recommit  the  item  for  that 
purpose  I  In  any  case,  in  order  to  get  the 
(question  settled  once  and  for  all»  I  ask  you, 
sir,  to  rule  whether  it  wilt  be  in  order  to 
prcq)ose  the  omission  of  the  words  "  except 
electric  "? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  Committee  has 
agreed  to  a  request  for  the  omission  of  the 
words  "Gas  Producers"  at  the  beginning 
of  paragraph  a  of  this  item,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  go  back  beyond  that  pcHnt. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  ask  you  now,  ar,  to 
say  whether  it  will  be  in  order  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  alter  any  of  the  wording  of 
any  item  upon  which  we  have  a  request 
from  the  Senate? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  remind  the  honor- 
able member  that  until  a  case  came  befoie 
me  I  should  not  be  justified  in  giving  a 
ruling  on  that  pcunt. 

Sitiiitg  suspended  fr-om  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [7.45].— I  should 
be  the  last  to  place  any  limitaticms  upon 
the  capacity  of  our  Australian  manufac- 
turers to  produce  motive  power  machinery, 
because  I  am  well  aware  that  scoot  of  the 
undertakings  wit^  which  I  am  associated 
possess  splendid  machinery — the  very  best 
— ^which  has  been  made  in  one  or  other  <^ 
tiie  engineering  establishments  of  the 
various  States.  In  Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  and  Queensland  there  are  firms  cap- 
able of  undertaking  very  fine  work  indeed. 
But  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  reason 
why  our  manufacturers  cannot  turn  out 
high-speed  reciprocating  engines  at  a  re- 
munerative price  is  because  of  the  absence 
of  a  suflficient  demand  for  them.  That  is 
the  whole  secret  of  the  matter.  It  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  oigines  of  this  class 
cannot  be  successfully  manufactured  in  the 
Ccxnmcxiwealth  so  far  as  materials  and 
workmanship  are  concerned.  That  is  the 
statement  of  a  very  high  authority  uptm  the 
subject.  One  of  the  large  firms  which 
manufacture  this  class  of  high-speed  engine 
in  Birmingham,  England,  has  turned  out 
3,500  engines,  representing  a  cr.pacitv  of 
650,000  horse-power.  It  is  hardly  likely 
that  any  Australian  manufacturer  of  this 
class  of  engine  would  he  able  to  compete 
with  establishments  of  that  size  and  with 
their  resources,  seeing  that  there  is  only  a 
very  limited  demand  for  such  engines  here. 


Mr.  HtncE  Cook. — ^What  is  the  name  of 
the  firm  to  which  the  honorable  member 
refers  ? 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  would  rather  not  give 
it,  although  the  letter  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  is  accessible  to  any  honOTable  member 
who  wishes  to  peruse  it.  I  submit  that  the 
duty  of  20  per  cent  originally  proposed  in 
r^pect  of  this  item  would  fall  as  an  extra 
charge  upon  the  users  of  this  special  class 
of  engines.  I  should  have  voted  for  that 
duty  if  I  thought  for  a  m<mient  that  these 
engines  could  be  successfully  turned  out 
here  by  the  firms  who  from  time  to  time 
have  manufactured  high-speed  reciprocating 
engines  of  a  class.  But  tht  truth  is  that  they 
have  neither  the  skilled  workmen  nor  the 
appliances  which  would  enaUe  them  to  do  ^ 
it.  The  Government,  therefwe,  will  not' 
inflict  any  injury  upon  the  local  manufac- 
turer by  acoe[Ming  the  request  of  the 
Senate  which  undoubtedly  received  careful 
c(xisiderati<xi  at  the  hands  of  that  Chamber. 
I  note  that  it  is  suggested  that  these  en- 
gines should  be  admitted  free  only  when 
they  are  to  be  used  in  mines.  I  should 
have  preferred  no  such  limitation  to  be  im- 
posed, because  if  they  can  be  successfully 
manufactured  for  other  purposes  there  is 
no  reas«i  why  they  should  not  be  manu- 
factured lot  mining  enterprises.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  these  expensive  engines  are 
used  only  by  some  of  the  larger  under- 
takings. ^  The  smaller  cuicerns  cannot 
afford  to  incur  the  expenditure  involved  in 
their  purchase.  I  respectfully  submit  that 
we  are  justified  in  accepting  this  request  (rf 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Is  the  honcwaUe 
member  arguing  in  favour  <rf  the  admissioD 
of  engines  free? 

Mr.  KNOX.— Yes.  I  earnestly  hope 
the  Committee  will  see  its  way  to  accept 
the  request  of  the  other  Chamber. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [7.54]. — In  the  form  in  which  the 
request  of  the  Senate  has  been  made,  it 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  should  be 
agreed  to.  I  think  that  the  insertion  of 
the  wOTds  "  High-speed  reciprocating  steam 
engines  for  direct  coupling  to  electric  genera- 
tors or  to  pumps  "  would  be  preferable  to 
those  suggested  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Frazer. — The  Treasurer's  sugges- 
tion, if  agreed  to,  would  have  the  effect 
of  divorcing  the  engines  from  the  electric 
appliances. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  would  have 
the  very  reverse  effect.  c^r^^^\^ 
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Mr.  FsAZES. — ^The  Treastiier's  sugges- 
tion refers  to  high-speed  reciprocating  steam 
engines  for  direct  cpupling  to  electric 
generators*  whereas  the  machine  described 
in  the  Senate's  request  is  a  composite  <»ie, 
consisting  of  a  steam  engine  and  an  eledtric 
dynamo. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  request  of 
the  Senate,  if  agreed  to,  would  have  a 
ver^  different  effect  from  the  suggesticm 
which  I  am  now  making.  If  the  words 
which  I  have  indicated  were  sidstituted 
tot  those  embodied  in  the  request  of  the 
Soiate,  I  think  that  the  proposal  would 
not  be  so  objecti(xiabIe.  In  addition,  my 
sug^sti(xi  woidd  not  limit  the  use  of  these 
engines  to  mines  only. 

Mr.  Hedges. — The  request  of  the 
Senate  refers  to  the  use  of  reciprocating 
engines,  coupled  with  generators  or  electric 
nwrhines  "  in  mines."  I  doubt  whether 
one  of  tfiese  engines  could  be  got  into  a 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  meet  honorable  members  who  deare 
to  do  something  in  the  direction  requested 
by  the  Senate,  and  I  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee will  assist  me. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Why  not  say  "  high- 
speed reciprocating  engines  coupled  cm:  to 
he  coupled  with  generators  "  ?  It  very 
often  happens  that  there  is  one  shaft  with 
a  dynamo  attached  to  the  end  of  it. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  that 
the  weeding  which  I  have  su^ested  would 
meet  the  d^ire  of  the  honorable  mmber. 
What  I  suggest  has  been  discussed  sinde  the 
dinner  adjoununent,  and  it  is  considered  by 
those  who  understand  the  matter  that  my 
pioposed  modification  will  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  Reid. — Will  the  words  which  the 
Minister  suggests  cover  everything  that  is 
included  in  the  Senate's  request? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE,— Yes.  I  am 
simply  proposing  to  make  the  matter  clearer 
and  to  leave  out  the  words  "  to  be  used  in 
mines. ' '  I  have  consulted  with  the  officers, 
one  of  whwn  is  an  expert  in  connexion  with 
machinery.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  accept 
the  Senate's  request  with  the  modificatiOTi 
which  I  propose.  I  Ix^  that  honorable 
members  will  meet  me  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  FsAZER. — Does  the  Minister  propose 
to  include  a  dynamo  as  an  electric  gene- 
rator ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— What   I  pn> 
posed  includes  what  is  included  in  the 
Senate's  request.    I  think  that  I  am  doing 
what  most  honvable  membo^  desire  and 
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carrying  out  the  wish  of  the  Senate  in  a 
better  way  than  is  done  by  its  request. 

Mr.  Reid. — As  long  as  what  tiie  Min- 
ister proposes  includes  everything  that  is 
included  in  the  Senate's  request,  we  are 
satis&ed. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  want  to  hear 
what  honorable  members  representing  min- 
ing districts  have  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  matter,  because  they  are  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  practical  working  of  this 
machinery,  and  if  what  I  now  ipropose  does 
not  turn  out  as  intended,  I  shall  not  press 
the  modilication  when  the  Tariff  goes  bacK 
to  another  Chamber.  1  desire  to  meet  boa- 
orable  members  in  a  fair  way.  The  officers 
and  the  expert  think  that  what  I  have  pro- 
posed will  carry  out  the  desire  more  effec- 
tually than  will  the  Senate's  request  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  W.  H.'  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [8.4].-;- 
I  am  rather  surprised  to  find  myself  in 
agreement  with  the  Treasurer  in  this  mat- 
ter. If  honorable  members  look  at  it«n 
J77A,  and  item  177B,  in  the  Tariff,  they  will 
find  that  generates  and  dynamo  electric 
ma^^ines  were  origifially  diarged  duty^ 
30  pet  cent,  and  17^  per  ceot.^  accwdii^ 
to  that  capacity.-  If  the  language  of  the 
Tariff  were  left  in  the  form  in  whidi  it  is 
in  the  Senate's  suggestion,  the  benefit  of 
this  particular  exemption  would  only  apnlv 
to  this  particular  class  of  reciprocating  en- 
gines, provided  they  were  actually  coujpled 
with  generaiors  on  importation.  I  think 
tht"  object  of  the  Committee  is  to  give  the 
benefit  of  the  exemption  to  this  particular 
class  of  motive  power  whether  coupled  with 
generators  "or  separate  from  them ;  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  word- 
ing of  the  modificati<xi  moved  by  the  Trea- 
surer is  more  ^ective  for  that  ptirpose. 

Mr.  Salmon. — What  kind  of  motive 
power  does  the  honorable  member  mean? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— We  are  only 
dealing  with  motive  power  in  this  item. 
A  generator  is  not  motive  power,  though 
its  name  implies  that  it  generates  force.  It 
merely  turns  the  power  generated  by  a 
steam  engine  into  another  form  of  energy. 
That  is  dealt  with  under  a  separate  item. 
We  are  dealing  in  this  case  only  with  steam 
engines. 

Mr.  Page.— What  about  dynamo  electric 
machines? 

Mr.  W.  H.  rnVINE.— They  are  dealt 
with  under  a  different  item — No.  177.  Sup- 
pose that  the  item  under  discussion  were 
left  as  ithe  Senate  proposes  to  leave  it. 
This  peculiar  resu)^iflseul^^<6k€l^<&ibout, 
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that  if  an  impOTter  brought  in  an  eng^  of 
this  class  unattached  to  a  dynamo  electric 
machine  it  would  not  get  the  benefit  of  the 
exemption,  but  would  ccane  under  the  gene- 
ral heading,  and  pay  the  higher  percentage. 

Mr.  Page. — Couplii^  up  merely  means 

the  use  of  a  shaft. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  shaft  is  the 
oonnodixit  but  tKe  h(Xiorable  member  will 
see  Uiat  the  general  duty  on  s^m-engines 
under  item  i6o  ils  20  per  cent.  That  is 
the  general  dutv  on  all  motive  power  ma- 
chinery. The 'object  of  this  particular 
request  is  to  exempt  one  particular  class 
of  motive  power  machinery,  taking  it  out 
of  the  20  per  cent,  list,  and  making  it 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent.  But  that  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  generators  and  electrical 
appliances.  It  merely  meaiis  that  if  you 
have  a  rapid  redprocating  engine  the  duty 
is  rediioed  from  20  to  5  per  cent.,  but 
that  that  great  advantage  will  only  be 
given  under  the  Senate's  suggestion  as  it 
stands  to  those  engines  whidi  are  attached 
to  or  connected  with  electrical  machuies. 
Now,  we  want  to  make  the  itrai  wider  than 
that.  The  whole  jxint  is  that  these  high- 
speed reciprocating  engines  cannot  be  made 
in  this  country  effectively,  because  the  de- 
mand for  them  is  not  sufficiently  great. 

Mr.  Page. — I  am  sure  that  if  an  order 
were  given  they  would  be  made  here. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— They  could,  of 
course,  be  made  here;  but  what  we  de- 
sire to  arrive  at  is  to  give,  a  great  advan- 
tage to  these  engines,  and  to  all  of  them, 
whether  they  are  in  fact  attached  or  are 
not  in  fact  attached. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Koovong)  [8  9].— I  con- 
sider that  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Min- 
ister is  an  excellent  one. 

Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  honorable  member 
COTisulted  the  expert  officer? 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  consulted  with  him, 
And  pointed  out  how  cwnplicated  the  item 
would  be  ai  proposed  to  be  amended  by 
the  Senate.  All  my  previous  remarks  were 
directed  to  the  difficulty  there  was  in  get- 
ting high-speed  redprocating  engines  manu- 
factured in  Australia,  because  of  the 
limited  demand  for  thcsn.  Now  the  Min- 
ister proposes  to  meet  that  difficulty,  and 
to  give  the  item  a  wider  applicatimi  than 
the  Senate  proposes.  The  suggestion  is  an 
excellent  one,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be 
accepted. 


Mr.  DuGALD  Thoicson. — Except  as  to 
dynamos. 

Mr.  KNOX.—If  the  engines  are  con- 
nected with  dynamos  they  will,  of  course* 
oome  imder  the  5  per  cent.  rate. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  But  the 
dynamo  would  be  dutiable  at  the  higher  rate 
under  the  Minister's  proposal. 

Mr,  W.  BL  Irvine. — So  at  would  be 
under  the  Senate's  request. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  think  that  in  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate  the  words  "coupled 
with  generators  or  dynamo  electric  ma- 
chines to  be  used  in  mines"  are  explana- 
tory and  qualifying  in  regard  to  the 
engines  referred  to.  The  Minister  has  met 
the  Committee  very  well,  and  the  modcfi- 
cation  which  he  has  moved  is,  I  think, 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [8.11].— I 
should  Uke  to  be  quib  dear  as  to  whether 
we  oMiId  accept  the  Spate's  request  if 
we  wanted  to  do  so.  The  first  part  of 
the  item  under  amslderaticm  uses  the 
words  ' '  except  electric  ' ' — namely,  except 
electric  machinery  and  appliances.  As  we 
have  accepted  the  words  of  the  item  up  to  a 
certain  point,*  we  have  also  accepted  the 
fact  that  the  item  exempts  electric  madii- 
nery.  So  that  it  could  not  include  a  dynamo 
or  an  electric  machine.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  unless  we  accept  ^e  Min- 
ister's prc^iosal,  we  canncf  agree  to  what 
the  Senate  proposes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Oh,  yes,  we  can. 
Mr.  HEDGES.— I  think  not,  because 
the  first  part  of  the  item  excepts  electric 
machinery  and  appliance.  It  seems  to  me, 
consequently,  that  we  could  not  include 
electric  machinery  and  appliances,  even  if 
we  wished  to  accept  the  Senate's  suggestitm 
as  it  stands.  Would  it  not  be  better,  tbra, 
to  accept  what  the  Ministn  sugg«ts,  es- 
pecially as  he  agrees  to  leave  out  the  wwds 
"  to  be  used  in  mines  "  ?  It  has  to  be  re- 
membered that  these  engines  are  used  in 
many  other  places  which  are  just  as  impcwt- 
ant  as  mines,  and  in  connexion  with  which 
it  is  just  as  essential  that  ihey  should  be 
used. 

Mr.  HiniE  Cook. — In  eledric-Rghting 
stations,  for  instance. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Certainly.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  place  in  Australia  where  high- 
speed engines  are  made.  In  fact,  they  are 
covered  by  so  many  patents  that  I  doubt 
whether  it  would  pay  any  one  in  Australia 
to  make  them.  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
'  will  accept  the  ST^ifsffiHS^^fem^. 
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Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.14]. — ^The  request  of  the  Senate  is  evi- 
dently intended  as  a  amcession  to  the 
mine-owners.  The  Senate  intends  both 
high-speed  engines  and  electric  machines 
to  come  in  free  when  imported  fnxn 
the  United  Kingdom ;  b^iause,  if  both  did 
not  come  in  free  the  dynamo  would  pay 
either  20  or  12J  per  cent.,  according  to  its 
size.  So  that  the  Minister  very  shrewdly 
says,  in  the  modification  which  he  has 
moved,  that  these  engines  may  come  in  on 
the  easier  terms  for  a  certain  purpose — not 
that  the  electrical  machinery  rfiall  come  in 
on  those  terms,  but  that  the  engines  shall 
come  in  at  5  per  cent,  and  free  when 
coupled  with  electrical  machinery.  These 
generators  and  dynamos  are  dutiable  under 
another  item  at  20  per  cent,  and  12J  per 
cent.,  and  the  Treasurer  is  actually  oppos- 
ing the  request  made  by  the  Senate  that 
that  class  of .  electrical  machinery  when 
used  for  mining  purposes  shall  come  under 
this  item.  I  hope  that  the  Minister  will 
agree  to  the  request  made  by  the  Senate 
since  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a  cwicession  to 
the  mining  industry. 

Mr.  Salmon. — In  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  have  passed  the  first  part  of  item  160, 
which  reads,  "  Motive  power  machinery 
and  appliances  (except  electric),"  is  it 
competent  for  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  agree 
to  a  request  to  insert  in  the  body  of  the 
icon  wcvds  which  would  be  opposed  to  the 
exprefiaon  in  the  opening  paragraph  "ex- 
cept electric"?  There  seems  to  oe  somt 
doubt  as  to  whether  reciprocating  engines, 
when  coupled  with  generators  ox  dynamo 
elecftic  machines,  will  be  subject  to  one 
general  dt^y. 

Mr.  Fbazes. — I  think  that  is  what  the 
Senate  intmded. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^Then  it  should  have  re- 
quested the  deletion  of  the  words  ' '  except 
electric "  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the 
item.    Those  are  the  governing  words. 

Mr.  Frazer. — This  composite  machiiw 
could  not  be  described  either  as  an  electric 
or  a  steam  machine. 

Mr.  Salmon. — It  would  cwne  within  the 
category  of  "  appli^tnces,"  which  are  cov- 
ered by  the  first  paragraph  in  the  item. 

Mr.  Kelly. — In  the  case  of  a  composite 
machine  is  tlie  pse  of  tjhe  word  "  electric  " 
in  this  item  intended  to  refer  to  a  madiine 
rtiat  is  whc^ly  electric? 

Mr.  Salmon. — When  a  machine  consist- 
ing of  various  parts  subject  to  varying 
duties  is  sought?  to  be  passed  through'  the 
Customs,  the  Department  collects  the 
duties  relating  to  those  sev»al  parts  and 


not  the  OTie  general  duty  which  might  not 
be  specified  in  respect  of  the  whole  ma- 
diine. 

Mr.  Frazer. — That  is  extraordinary. 
Mr.  Salmon. — What  else  could  be  done? 
Mr.  Frazer. — The  <^ficers  of  the  De- 
partment have  a  direction  in  the  Tariff  that 
certain  engines  when  coupled  with  certain 
appliances  shall  be  dutiable  at  a  fixed  rate- 
Are  they  to  differentiate  between  the  com- 
posite parts  and  to  collect  the  several  duties 
in  respect  of  those  parts? 

Mr.  Salmon. — They  have  no  authority 
to  do  anything  else.  I  have  asked  the 
Chairman  whether,  seeing  that  we  have 
agreed  to  a  paragraph  providing  that  elec- 
tric machines  and  appliances  are  excepted 
from  this  item,  it  would  be  in  order  for  ub 
to  agree  to  a  requested  amendment  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  bringing  electric 
machinery  under  it.  As  we  are  in  doubt 
on  the  point  it  would  be  well  for  us,  Mr. 
Chairman^  to  have  your  ruling. 

Mr.  REId  (East  Sydney)  [8.20].— The 
question  raised  by  the  hwiwable  member  is 
not  so  easy  to  answer  as  it  seems  at  first 
sight  to  be.  The  interpretation  placed  upon 
these  words  by  the  honorable  jnember  for 
Laanecoorie  would  be  right  if  we  were 
dealing  with  a  Bill  which  had  not  yet  been 
sent  to  another  place;  but  we  are  dealing 
with  requests  made  by  another  authority. 
That  authority  has  a  right  to  make  these 
requests,  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  Consti- 
tution to  prevent  it  making  any  reqii^t  -that 
it  pleases.  A  requested  amendment  may 
be  thoroughly  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
text; but  the  ConstituticMi  does  not  provide 
that  in  such  ciicumstaiK^s  it  shall  not  be 
taken  into  cmsideration.  The  power  to 
request  amendments  having  been  ccMiferred 
c«i  the  Senate,  there  is  no  authority  in  this 
House,  on  any  rule  of  constructicxi,  to 
efface  a  request,  although  we  may  reject  it. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  the  right  hcmorable 
member  contend  that  the  words  convey  that 
impressi(Hi  ? 

Mr.  REID. — I  contend  that  if  the  Senate 
had  requested  an  amendment  which  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  item  we 
should  be  entitled  to  ccaisider  it,  leaving  it 
to  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  subse- 
quently to  re-arrange  the  wording  so  as  to 
bring  it  under  its  proper  heading.  The 
main  question  is  whether  the  words  whidi 
the  Senate  has  requested  us  to  insot  could 
be  limited  in  any  way  because  of  the  con- 
text by  any  rule  of  interpretation.  I  say 
that  thev  cannot.  If  we^do  not  like  the 
wording'  of  the  j^flj^S^O^^jfeit*  « 
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may  modify  it  or  reject  it  altogether,  but 
the  request  having  been  made,  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  whether  it  be  re- 
levant or  irrelevant.  Our  diflSculty  is  to 
understand  what  this  request  really  means. 
I  am  prepared  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
the  Treasurer  that  his  amended  proposal 
will  do  everything  that  the  Senate  proposed 
by  its  requested  amendment.  If  it  will,  we 
need  waste  no  further  time  over  its  con- 
sideration ;  had  it  been  made  long  ago  tim* 
would  have  been  saved.  [  am  rather 
doubtful  whether  the  Treasurer's  proposal 
will  give  us  what  we  have  in  this  request; 
but  as  he  has  pointed  «it,  we  occupy  a  pa- 
fectly  safe  p(^tion,  because  if  the  Senate 
quarrels  with  the  modification  which  he 
prc^ioses  on  the  ground  that  it  does  not 
embody  what  it  requested,  it  will  be  open 
to  it,  on  the  understanding  that  we  are  now 
making  

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do  not  want  lo 
make  any  understanding,  because  I  have 
been  accused  of  all  sorts  of  things. 

Mr.  REID. — I  accept  the  statement 
made  by  the  Treasurer  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion which  I  put  to  him  

Sir  WxLUAM  LvNB. — Do  not  put  words 
into  my  moufth. 

Mr.  REID.  —  If  flw  Treasurer's 
amended  proposal  does  not  cover  all  that 
is  in  the  requested  amendment  I  shall  vote 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  request. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  going  to 
make  a  statemait  that  will  bind  me. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  in  favour  of  the  ob- 
ject which  the  Senate  has  in  view  in  making 
this  request,  and  I  hope  that  the  Treasurer 
is  not  going  back  on  what  he  said.  If  he 
knows  of  something  

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyuz. — I  do  not. 

Mr.  RE  ID. — No  Ixmorable  member 
could  be  expected  to  be  familiar  with  dll 
the  details  <^  a  matter  of  this  kind,  but  if 
the  Minister  believes  

Sir  William  Lyne. — Do  not  try  to  let 
me  in  for  another  fight. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  want  to,  but  does 
the  Minister  think  that  he  is  dropping 
something  which  is  covered  by  the  words 
of  the  Senate's  request?  Does  he  think 
that  under  his  new  propcsal  some  machine 
or  appliance  will  come  under  a  higher 
duty  than  it  would  do  if  the  request  were 
adopted?  If  this  is  a  contmdrum  he  can 
give  it  up. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  do. 

Mr.  REID. — The  whole  thing  has  been 
a  conundrum.  Occasionally  we  get  an 
answer  from  the  Treasurer,  and  then  we 


find  that  it  is  not' right.  His  explanation 
has  given  rise  to  much  confusicm.  Surdy 
we  are  ^titled  to  ask  him  whether  his  pro- 
posal will  cover  the  Senate's  request. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — My  proposal  is  not 
exactly  Uie  same  as  that  made  by  the 
Senate.  For  instance,  it  does  away  with 
the  limitation  in  respect  of  machines  to  be 
used  (xily  in  mines. 

Mr.  REID.— We  are  all  in  favour  of 
the  scope  of  the  Senate's  amendment  being 
enlarged  in  that  way;  but  is  the  Minister 
endeavouring  to  keep  imder  a  higher  duty 
something  which,  if  the  Senate's  request 
were  adopted,  would  come  under  this  lower 
duty  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  cannot  lay  that, 
because  1  do  xxA  think  that  th«  Senate's 
proposal  could  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  difficulty  is 
that  the  Senate's  request  is  ambiguous. 

Mr.  REID.— It  is,  but  there  is  a  germ 
of  good  in  it,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  let  it  go. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— And  the  right  hon- 
orable member  wishes  to  ea^  me  on  the 
hop. 

Mr.  REID.— Like  myself,  I  do  not  tbiiOc 
the  Treasurer  could  ever  be  caught  on  the 
hop.  I  ita  anxious  that  the  Senate's  re- 
quest shall  be  adopted,  biit  if  we  agree  to 
a.  proposed  modification  and  the  Senate 
thinks  that  its  request  has  been  misunder- 
stood— that  is  the  polite  way  of  saying  that 
it  has  been  "  had  "  

Sir,  Wiluau  Lvne. — My  trouble  is  to 
prevent  the  right  hcBiorable  member  from 

having  me. 

Mr.  REID.— After  that  I  shall  say  no 
more. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  put  to 
me  by  the  honorable  member  for  Laanecocnrie 
is  very  complicated.  I  shall  merely  say 
that  I  regard  the  ainendment  moved  by  the 
Treasurer  as  a  modificatioi  of  the  amend- 
ment requested  by  the  Senate,  and  that, 
being  relevant,  I  hold  that  it  is  in  order. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [8.30].— The  Senate  requests  that 
high-speed  reciprocating  engines,  coupled 
with  generat<HS,  shall  be  admitted  free  of 
duty.  The  proposal  made  by  the  Minister 
is  that  high-speed  reciprocating  engines 
"for  direct  coupling,"  not  "coupled," 
shall  be  admitted  free.  The  questi(Hi  is 
whether,  if  expressed  in  that  way,  the  item  , 
would  cover  such  engines  ^coupled  with 
generators.  Digitized  by  doOgfe 
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^  Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  understand  the 
honorable  mmber  -  to  ask  whether  these 
engines,  if  uncoupled,  would  be  free,  and, 
if  coupled,  would  be  dutiable? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  have 
said  that  the  Senate's  request  is  that  these 
engines,  if  coupled  with  generatctts,  shall 
|)e  free,  and  now  the  Minister  wishes  to 
provide  that  engines  fot  direct  coupling 
with  generators  shall  be  admitted  fxee. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— Does  that  not  ex- 
tend the  operation  of  the  requested  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.—It  cer- 
tainly does  in  one  directicm,  but  it  might 
have  the  effect  of  limiting  it  in  another. 

Mr.  Fkazer.— We  might  say  **  for 
direct  coupling  or  coupled." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  was 
gc»ng  to  suggest  something  of  th<e .  kind. 
Would  the  Minister  object  to  the  use  of 
the  words  "  coupled  or  for  direct 
coupling  "  ?  The  amendment  in  that  form 
would,  I  think,  carry  out  the  intentiai  of 
the  Senate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  no  objection 
to  use  the  words  referred  to,  but  the  cheers 
of  the  Department  tell  roe  that  they  are  not 
necessary. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  hope 
that,  in  the  circumstances,  the  Minister  will 
use  the  words  referred  to,  as  we  never 
know  whxit  interpretation  may  be  put  upon 
an  item  by  the  Department.'  It  would  be 
absurd  to  propose  that  these  engines,  if 
intended  to  be  coupled  with  generators  or 
dynamo- electric  machines,  should  be  free, 
and  if  actually  coupled  with  such  machin- 
ery should  be  dutiaJsle.  Under  the  word^ 
in^  adopted  by  the  Minister,  some  difficulty 
might  arise  through  the  interpretation  which 
might  be  given  to  the  item  by  the  Customs 
Department,  or  through,  the  view  of  the 
matter  taken  by  a  Court.  I  suggest  that, 
to  remove  all  uncertainty  on  the  point,  the 
Minister  should  use  the  wuds  which  have 
been  referred  to — "  coupled  or  for  direct 
coupling." 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[8.35]. — I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  view 
which  the  Committee  should  take  of  the 
proposal  now  made  must  depend  on  the 
attitude  which  the  Minister  will  adopt  in 
dealing  with  the  Senate's  requests,  No.  90 
and  91,  for  the  amendment  of  paragraphs 
A  and  B  of  item  177,  electrical  machines. 
In  those  requests,  the  Senate  ask  that 
dynamo-electrie  machines  up  to  the  capacity 
of  xo-horse  power  shall  be'  dutiable  > at 
«  per  cent.,  and  if  over  the  capacityrof 


10  horse-power  shall  be  free,  instead  of 
being  dutiable  at  12}  per  cent.  If  the 
Minister  does  not  agree  to  those  requests 
of  the  Saiate,  we  should  oppose  this  pre- 
sent proposal. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Minister 
has  said  that  he  is  prepared  to  aa%pt  the 
amendment  embodied  in  the  Soiate  s  re- 
quest, No.  90,  with  modifications. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Then  if  we 
knew  what  modifications  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman intended  to  propose,  we  shnild 
know  better  what  we  are  asked  to  do  now. 
We  should  not  accept  an  amendment  which 
would  take  an  artKle  out  of  the  item  at 
present  before  the  Ccxmnittee,  in  which  it 
is  dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  and  free,  if  under 
item  r 77  it  is  to  be  made  dutiable  at-  20 
per  cent,  or  12J  per  cent.  The  Minister 
proposes  that  high-speed  reciprocating 
steam  engines  fco-  coimecting  with  electrical 
dynamos  shall  be  free,  whilst  the  dynamos 
are  dealt  with  under  item  177,  and  may  be 
dutiable  at  20  per  cent,  or  12J  per  cent. 
We  are  somewhat  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
we  should  do  until  the  Minister  says  what 
he  proposes  to  do  with  respect  to  the 
Senate's  requests  Nos.  90  and  91.  In  the 
circumstances ;  that  is,  if  the  Senate's  argu- 
ments as  m«itioned  are  to  be  accepted,  I 
am  prepared  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the 
Minister  in  this  case. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [S-SP]-—! 
suggest  that  the  words  '*  coupled  with  elec- 
tric generators  or  pumps  "  might  be  left 
out.  Why  should  we  dictate  to  people  who 
wish  to  purchase  these  high-speed  reaprocat- 
ing  en^es  that  they  must  ccmn«:t  them 
with  electric  generators'  or  pumps  in  order 
to  have  them  admitted  free  of  duty  ?  Has 
not  a  man  who  runs  any  other  kind  of  ma- 
chine as  good  a  right  to  select  the  class 
of  engine  he  requires  as  one  who-  wishes  to 
operate  a  pump  or  a  dynamo? 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.— How  could  they  be 
identified  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Why  should  they  be 
identified?  These  engines  are  used  for 
running  saw-mills,  for  driving  blowers  and 
for  working  dynamos,  and  the  ^Minister  now 
proposes  to  permit  them  to  be  used  for 
working  pumps. 

Sir  WiLLUM  Lyne. — I  have  met  honor- 
able members  very  fairly,  and  they  might 
let  this  go. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  not  allow  people  who  purchase  these 
engines  to  decide  for  themselves  the  use.  to 
which  they  will  e^,tj^afj^^ld  we 
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tell  people  that  they  should  use  a  high- 
speed reciprocating  engine  to  run  a  pump  ? 
Pumps  are  worked  by  heam  engines  and 
without  engines  at  all.  They  can  be  run 
by  a  belt,  directly  by  steam,  or  by  elec- 
tridty.  I  believe  that  men  who  require  to 
use  these  engines  for  any  other  purpose  are 
just  as  much  entitled  to  obtain  them  free  of 
duty  as  are  those  who  require  to  use  them 
for  coupling  with  a  pump  <x  dynamo.  I 
object  to  this  Parliament  telling  a  man 
who  wants  to  pump  water  that  he  should 
use  a  certain  class  of  engine  if  he  wishes 
to  escape  the  payment  of  duty.  T  am  pre- 
pared, if  necessary,  to  move  that  the  words 
"coupled  or  for  direct  coupling  with  "  be 
left  out. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [8.41].— I  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a  signifi- 
cant recommendation  in  the  Senate's  re- 
quest No.  94,  They  have  requested  the 
omissim  of  paragraph  c  of  item  177,  elec- 
trical machines,  '*  G^ierators  for  direct 
coupling  to  steam  turlanes."  fading 
that  request  with  Uie  words  in  the  requested 
amendment  now  under  axisidCTation, 
*' coupled  with  generators  or  dynamo  elec- 
tric machines,"  I  think  we  have  &  good 
indication  of  the  intentiwi  of  the  Senate. 
The  steam  turbines  referred  to  in  the 
Senate's  request  No.  94  are  high-speed 
engines,  and  there  may  therefwe  be  srane- 
thing  in  the  contention  that  the  Senate 
desired  that  these  high-speed  reciprocating 
engines  should  be  dutiable  at  5  per  cent., 
and  free,  whether  coupled  with  generators  or 
dynamo  electric  machines  or  not.  I  feel  sure 
that  honorable  members,  while  agreeing 
with  the  pR^Msal  of  die  hcxiorable  member 
for  Fremantle  tc  leave  out  the  wcnrds 
"  coupled  with  generates  or  dynamo  elec- 
tric machines,"  in  the  requested  amend- 
ment immediately  under  c(Xisideration, 
would  not  be  disposed  to  accept  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  Senate's  request 
No.  94  to  omit  generators  for  direct 
coupling  to  steam  turbines  fran  item  177. 
I  agree  with  the  hwiorable  member  for  Fre- 
mantle that  the  wording  adopted  by  the 
Senate  for  the  item  now  under  considera- 
tirai  involves  a  limitation  for  which  no 
sufficient  reason  has  been  advanced.  As 
I  vraitured  to  represent  in  my  first  remarks 
in  connexion  with  this  request,  these  en- 
gines should  be  treated  on  their  own  merits, 
and  we  should  not  impose  a  duty  on  them, 
since  they  cannot  be  made  here  at  present 
because  of  the  limited  demand  for  them.  I 
ask  the  Treasurer  to  compare  item  160  with 
item  Z77,  when  he  will  see  that,  taken  to- 


gether, they  have  a  significanoe  as  indicating 
the  intention  'of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [8.46].— We 
have  a  very  difficult  problem  to  solve,  owing 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  suggested 
amendment  has  been  submitted;  but  it  is 
clear  that  all  the  Senate  can  achieve  by 
this  request  is  the  admission  of  high  speed 
engines  for  a  particular  purpose,  though  I 
have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  that  was 
all  that  was  intended.  In  my  c^inion, 
the  proposal  of  the  Minister  mates 
the  matter  much  clearer,  while  it 
does  not  take  away  from  the  Committee 
the  right  to  deal  with  the  other  matter 
when  we  ccxne  to  the  question  of  electrical 
appliances  and  generators ;  indeed,  the  pro- 
posal makes  the  item  ytidei  in  relation  to 
pumps.  The  question  raised  by  the  hrai- 
orable  member  for  North  Sydney  is  whe- 
ther or  not  the  proposal  before  us  will 
aempt  engines  already  coupled,  and  not 
"  for  coupling." 

Mr.  Reid. — The  words  clearly  do  not 
e«mpt  those  engines,  but  leave  them  sub- 
ject to  the  higher-  duty. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  do  not  agree  with  that 
interpretarion,  because  I  think-  it  is  clear 
that  the  words  "hig^  speed  redprocating 
steam  engines  for  direct  coupling  with  elec- 
tric generators  fx  pum^ ' '  will  exempt 
engines  actually  coupled  to  generators.  I 
cannot  understand  why  there  oug^t  to  be 
any  anxiety  about  making  the  meaning 
doubly  clear;  and  that  end  could  be 
achiev^  without  altering  the  position  one 
bit  bv  the  use  of  the  words  "coupled  or  for 
direct  coupling  with."  I  think  the  Minis- 
ter might  accept  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [8.50].— I 
have  carefully  studied  the  debates  in  the 
Senate  on  this  item,  and  I  can  see  no  men- 
tion of  any  d^ire  to  place  electrical  ma- 
chinery under  the  lower  duty.  It  is  not  in 
order  to  quote  the  debates  in  another  place, 
but  I  may  say  that  a  motion  was  proposed 
in  a  much  more  restricted  form  than  that 
sent  down  to  us,  and  that  motion  was  en- 
larged until  it  reached  its  present  form. 
Any  one  listening  to  the  discussion  here 
during  the  last  hour  must  be  perfectly  sat- 
isfied that  there  is  some  ambiguity  about 
the  definition ;  and  I  Ihink  we  should  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  Treasurer,  knowing 
that  if  it  is  disagreed  with  bv  the  Senate, 
we  shall  be  asked  to  alter  it.  In  r^lv  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong,  I  ex- 
press the  hope  that  high  speed  en^nes 
generally  will  119^,^,  |?i@^egfcc  same 
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level'  as  those  with  which  we  have  been  im- 
mediately dealing,  because  they  are  being 
manufactured  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Knox. — ^Yes ;  in  some  small  »2es. 

Mr.  SALMON.— But,  as  the  demand 
grows,  the  size  will  increase.  A  great  con- 
cession is  given  to  the  users  of  electrical 
machinery,  and  protectionists  have  geme  as 
far  as  they  are  justified  in  going  in  this 
connexion. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  propose  to  accept 
the  suggestion,  and  insert  the  words  "  for 
direct  coupling  or  directly  coupled  to." 

Questkm — ^That  the  requited  amendment 
be  not  made,  but  that  the  following  modifi- 
cation be  inserted  : — "  High  speed  recipro- 
cating steam  engines  for  direct  coupling  to 
or  directly  coupled  to  electric  generators  or 
to  pumps  ' ' — resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  oa  and  after  28tli  November,  >907~ 
Item  162.  (a)  Pulley  Blocks  and  Tiavelling 
Blocks ;  Pneumatic  Elevators  and  Conveyors ; 
Steam  Turbo-B lowers;  Telphers;  Apparatus  for 
Liquefaction  of  Gases;  Patent  Hoist  used  for 
underground  mininff,  ad  val.  (General  TaiifF), 
5  per  cent.;  (Uoited  Kingdom),  free. 

Requests. — Leave  out  the  word  "  Pulley,"  and 
insert  "  Chain  " ;  leave  out  the  word  "  Steam," 
and  insert  "  High-pressure  Blowers  for  smelting 
and  "  ;  leave  out  the  words  "  Patent  Moist  used 
for  underground  mining,"  and  insert  "  Port- 
able Hoists  for  underground  use";  and  make 
-the  item  free. 

Requested  amendments,  leaving  out  the 
word  "  Pulley  "  and  inserting  "  Chain," 
and  leaving  out  the  word  "  Steam,"  with 
the  modification  that  "  Rotary  "  be  inserted 
in  lieu  thereof,  made. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

'  That  the  remaining  requested  amendments  in 
the  wording  of  the  item  be  made. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [8.58].— If  we 
make  "  portable  hoists  for  urtderground 
use"  free  we  shall  practically  include  all 
.such  machinery  used  underground,  such  as 
air  winchesL  I  strongly  object  to  have  all 
.  portable  hoists  admitted  free ;  and  I  should 
like  to  know  from  the  Treasurer  whether 
air  winches  are  included? 

Sir  William  LyNE.~If  air  winches  are 
portable  hmsts,  they  are  included. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [8.59].— 
The  request  of  the  Senate,  if  adopted, 
will  make  the  item  very  much  wider  than 
was  intended  by  this  Committee  originally. 
I  think  it  was  the  honorable  member  for 
KalgocM-lie  who  caused  the  words  "  patent  " 
to  be  included ;  and  there  was  a  long  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  advisability  of  including 
the  name  of  the  patentee. 


Mr.  HtJME  Cook. — ^The  word  "  patent  '* 
was  put  in  as  a  limitation. 

Mr.  SALMON.— But  the  Senate  has 
deleted  the  word,  and  made  the  iton  apply 
to  all  portable  hoists  ior  underground  use. 
This  I  consider  too  wide,  m  view  of  the 
fact  that  portable  hoists  are  made  here  to 
a  v«y  laree  extent  In  addition,  there 
18  the  futility  of  trying  to  determine  to 
what  use  a  piece  of  machinery  is  to  be  put 
after  it  has  passed  through  the  Customs. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— That  is  con- 
stantly done. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Any  one  with  com- 
mercial expenence  must  realize  how  im- 
possible it  is  for  importers  to  pass  an  entry 
of  such  a  character. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— My  contention 
IS  that  the  duty  ought  not  to  be  governed 
by  the  use  to  which  the  article  is  put. 

Mr.  SALMON.— It  is  hard  cases  that 
make  bad  laws.  The  exception  was  made 
in  the  first  instance  to  assist  the  mining 
■mdustry;  but  it  would  not  be  right  tS 
make  It  a  general  rule,  allowing  all  port- 
able hoists  to  be  imported  at  a  very  low 
rate  of  duty.    I  therefore  move— 

« J'J^V  modification  be  added, 

but  that  the  word  'Patent'  be  iiiserted  before 
the  word  'Portable.'"  •^iwe 

.  Mr.  REID  (East  Sydnev)  [9.3].—!  pro- 
test against  the  Treasurer's  lightning 
changes.  He  accepted  the  Senate's  re- 
quest, but  a  moment  later,  when  there  came 
a  breath  from  behind,  he  changed  his  posi- 
tion. How  shall  we  get  through  this  gi- 
gantic task  if  there  is  to  b^  no  steady  con- 
centration of  purpose  on  his  part?  Why 
should  not  all  portable  hoists  be  included 
in  the  item? 

Mr.  Salmon.— Ordinary  hoists  can  !« 
made  here. 

Mr.  REID. — Persons  who  are  working 
underground  might  well  be  givwi  a  con- 
oeBSiOTi.  However,  if  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Kalgoorlie  accepts  the  modifica- 
tion, I  shall  not  object  to  it 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [9.5].— I 
was  responsible  for  the  insertion  of  "  pa- 
tent "  hoists  in  this  item,  but  I  am  willing 
that  the  modification  moved  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie  shall  be  made, 
because  I  see  that  if  the  wording  requested 
by  the  Senate  were  adopted,  a  Minister 
could  give  an  interpretation  to  it  sufliciently 
wide  to  admit  of  its  application  to  all  en- 
gines used  underground  for  hoisting.  It 
is  well  known  that  many  of  the  Australian 
made  winches  are  very  serviceable,  and 
their  ""^ufarture  sto,g^gjgo(ecti<»x 
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The  patent  hoists  referred  to  are  not  made 
here,  and  are  particularly  useful. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Cannot  they  be 
specified  by  name?  The  word  "  patent  " 
will  not  define  them  when  the  patent  rights 
have  expired. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— No  doubt,  those  who 
send  them  here  will  see  that  other  patents 
are  obtained.  It  is  diflBcult  to  get  any 
other  definitionv  ;  because  it  would  be  ob- 
jectionable to  mention  any  particular  name. 

Mr.  Sajlmon.— That  objection  was  raised 
wben  the  matter  was  discussed  on  a  former 
oocasiom 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Yes. 

Mr.  Mathews.— What  €ountry  would 
accept  this  free-trade  Tariff? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— During  the  last  few 
days  we  have  agreed  to  duties  ranging  from 
25  to  125  percent. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  honorable  meml)er  has 
voted  for  some  of  them. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — Not  for  duties  of  125 
per  cent.  My  attitude  in  regard  to  the 
Tariff  compares  favorably  with  that  of  thfe 
honcnrable  member. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— The  honorable  member  ftas 
always  studied  his  own  electorate. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  have  endeavoured  to 
deal  fairly  with  all  the  industries  of  the 
Commonwealth,  but  I  have  objected  to 
one  industry  being  penalized  and  aiKither 
exempted.  It  would  be  an  injustice  to 
impose  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  ma- 
chines which  cannot  be  made  in  Australia- 
Modification  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment,  as  modified, 
leaving  out  the  words  "  Patent  hoist  used 
for  under(^und  mining  "  and  inserting  the 
words  "  Patent  portable  Hwsts  for  under- 
ground use  ' '  made. 

Requested  amendment,  mak-jig  item  162, 
paragraph  A  free,  not  made. 


Item  162.  (A)  Pulley  Blocks,  &c  

Request.— InsKit  the  following  new  para- 
graph  :— "  (aa)  Log  Band  Saws,  with^  band 
wheels  ^  feet  and  over  in  diameter,  free." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.9]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made,  but 
that  the  word*  "on  and  after  13th  December, 
1907,"  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  free.' 
Because  of  certain  information  T€¥*eived 
when  the  Tariff  was  being  dealt  with  by 
this  Committee  before,  I  promised  to  allow 
the  free  introduction  of  log  band  saws  of 
a  certain  size,  and,  on  the  13th  December 
last,  pending  the  consideration  of  the  item 
in  the  Senate,  and  our  subsequent  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate's  requests,  an  instruc* 


ti<xi  was  issued  to  the  effect  that  duty 
^uld  not  be  charged  on  these  saws.  Con- 
sequently duty  has  not  been  charged  <m 
them  since  that  date;  but  the  modificatkm 
which  I  have  moved  is  necessary  to  legalize 
what  has  been  done. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.10].— How 
did  the  mistake  happen  to  be  made  which, 
against  the  actual  law,  enabled  these  goods 
to  come  in  free  on  and  after  13th  Deam- 
ber  last? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — There  was  no  mis- 
take made  in  allowing  them  in  free.  It 
was  done  int«itionally. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [9. 11]- — I  understood  that  when 
this_  request  was  moved  in  the  Senate  the 
int^tion  was  to  include  acoesscuries. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  was  spoken  tQ 
about  that,  but  I  could  not  agree  to  it. 
Where  could  we  draw  the  line?  It  would 
be  dangerous  to  include  words  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  am  not 
going  to  press  the  matter,  because  I  do  not 
know  myself  how  far  the  term  *'  acoes 
sdries  "  would  go. 

Motion  agreed  ta 

Requested  amendment,  as  modified, 
made. 

Requested  amendments  in  item  163  (Ma- 
chinery and  parts  thereof),  item  165, 
paragraph  A  (Machines  n.e.i.),  and  para- 
graph B  (Machine  Tools),  made. 

Item  170.  (a)  Manufactures  of  metal  n.e.i., 
ad  val.  (General  TaTi^},'3o  per  cent.,  and  on 
and  after  29th  November,  1907,  25  per  cent; 
(United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,  and  on  and 
after  agth  November,  1907,  20  per  cent. 

Reguest.-^'i/l.tiV.e  the  duties  (General  Tariff), 
30  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom],  a$  per  cent. 

Motion  Qyf  Sir  Wiluah  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

.  That  the  requested  ameadment  be  made. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramattd) 
[9.16]. — This  is  tme  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  Minister  is  deliberately  going  back  m 
his  former  decisicm  ini  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Put  on  the  gloves. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— One  does  not 
understand  the  fibre  of  some  of  these  pro- 
hibitive ptotectiraiists.  Their  creed  seems, 
somehow,  to  have  an  effect  cm  their  ethical 
outlook.  The  luxiorable  member  can  sit 
idly  by  and  see  the  Minister  deliberatdy 
propose  (Hie  thing  to-day  and  undo  it  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honorable  member 
would  not  mind  if  the  Sei^ate  had  reduced 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The,  hwKwable 
member  cannot  find  a  similar  case  in  the 
annals  of  this  Pailiament. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  hDnorab}e 
member  said  that  the  other  night,  but  we 
carried  the  increased  duty  thei^. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course  the 
Minister  carried  it,  but  that  does  not  justify 
his  oonduct.  If  the  Committee  agrees  to  a 
thing,  is  that  his  final  authority?  In  this 
case,  the  Minister  deliberately  stated  in 
this  Chamber  that  he  would  accept  duties 
of  25  and  20  per  cent. 

Sir  William  ,  Lyne. — Because  I  oould 
not  get  more. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
did  not  say  so. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  may  be  sure  t&at  I  thought  if. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— He  was  not 
€ven  asked  to  agree  to  it.  According  to 
Hansard,  page  6748,  the  proposal  to  re- 
duce the  duty  was  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Wimmera.  The  Treasurer  im- 
mediately afterwards  rose  and  said — 

I  am  willing  to  accept  duties  of  3$  and  3o 
per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Because  I  could 
not  get  any  more. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  Minister 
made  that  concession  voluntarily.  No  pres- 
sure was  put  upon. him.  The  motion  was 
simply  moved,  and  there  was  no  debate. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  knew  perfectly 
well  what  I  could  do  when  I  made  that 
statement. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  has  that 
to  do  with  it?  Are  the  honorable  member's 
protectionist  principles  such  that  he  will 
get  inside  himself  and  outside  himself  on. 
the  same  item  for  the  sake  of  obtainii^  a 
higher  duty? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  hmiorable 
member  mav  depend  upon  it  that  I  knew 
what  I  could  do,  and  what  most  hoQOTable 
roanbers  were  going  to  do. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  a  disgrace- 
ful thing  to  find  a  Minister  taking  up  that 
attitude  in  this  Chamber,  and  then  imme- 
diately advising  his  colleague  in  another, 
place  to  take  up  another  attitude,  and  put 
the  duty  back  again. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — All  supposition ! 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— There,  is  no 
supposition  about  it.  I  wish  it  were  merely 
a  supposititious  case ;  but  here  is  the  hard 
cold  fact,  that  the  members  of  another 
place  were  told  to  restore  the  original  duties 
"on  this  item,,  namely,  50  and  25  par. cent. 


Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — By  whom  were 
they  told? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— By  the  Vice- 
Preadent  of  the  Executive  Council.  The 
Minister  was  simply  fooling  this  Conunittee 
and  playing  a  despicable  trick  when  he 
made  that  agreement. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Do  you' rule, 
sir,  that  it  is  out  of  order  to  say  that  the 
Minister  played  a  despicable  political  trick? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Yes. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.-^urely,  sir,  that 
term  has  been  used  from  time  immemorial 
without  having  been  ruled  out  of  order?  ■ 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  to  withdraw  the  words. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.  ^I  withdraw 
them,  sir;  but  I  should  like  to  know  how  I 
am  to  characterize  the  Minister's'  Conduct. 
He  made  an  agreement,  and  knew  at  the 
time  that  he  did  not  mean  it  to  be  a  legiti- 
.mate  and  honorable  one — ^that  he  meant  in 
another  place  to  get  behind  what  he  did 
here. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  mean  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  I  did  not  do  so. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  has  just  practicaUy  admitted  it. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  have  not 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  told  us  that  he  knew  what  he  was 
doing,  and  why  he  was  acting  in  that  way. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  said  that  I  knew 
what  I  could  do  here.  I  would  not  have 
agreed  to  the  reduction  if  I  could  have  got 
the  original  duties. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— If  the  honorable 
gentleman  did  agree  to  the  reduction,  why 
did  he  go  straight  away  and  ask  Ms  col- 
league in  the  Senate  to  request  an  altera- 
ticHi? 

Sir  WiLLiAlf  Lyne. — I  did  not. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman's  colleague  spoke  on  behalf  of 
the  Government. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Yes;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  I  was  ever  consulted. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Am  I  to  under- 
stand  from  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
his  colleague  had  no  right  to  do  that? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  gdng  lo 
say  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I. should  think 

not. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LVHE.— When  I  accepted 
that  proposal  here,  I  bad  no  intention  to 
do  what  the  honorable  m^ber  hiis  accused 
meofdwng.    D,g,„e<f  byGoOgle 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  had  do  intention  to  do  anything 
in  the  Senate? 

Sir  William  Lynb. — No.  The  hon- 
orable men^)er  has  accused  me  of  intending 
to  take  that  course  when  I  aoc^ted  the 
ompromise. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— In  face  of  the 
honwable  gentleman's  statement,  what  else 
could  I  do?  He  told  us  that  he  wily 
agreed  to  the  proposal  because  he  could  not 
do  any  better. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  told  the  honor- 
able member  that  the  other  night. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Why  is  the 
honcxable  gentleman  now  asking  the  Com- 
mittee  to  disagree  with  that  to  which  he 
agreed?  Has  he  any  idea  that  he  can 
do  any  better  now?  Has  he  canvassed  the 
Gcxnmittee  to  find  out  if  he  can? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  should  have 
liked  all  through  to  get  the  duties  which  I 
submitted  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— What  has  that 
to  do  with  the  question  ?  When  the  htwi- 
orable  gentleman  agrees  to  a  thing  here, 
either  he  means  to  stand  to  it  or  he  does 
not.  When  he  makes  an  agreement  here, 
and  his  colleague  immediately  undoes 
it  in  the  Senate,  we  are  justified  in 
doubting  his  bona  fides  in  making  such  a 
proposition  here.  If  it  had  been  wrung  out 
of  him  after  a  long  wrangle  or  debate  I 
could  understand  his  action.  When  the 
proposal  was  made'bv  -the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Wimmera  it  was  instantly  accepted 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  but  his  col- 
league in  the  Senate  did  not  hesitate .  to 
undo  his  work  here.  That  is  conduct 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  repeated  in 
the  histc^  of  responsible  government. 
I  venture  to  say  that  parliamentary  his- 
tory, no  matter  how  far  back  one  may 
go,  will  not  disclose  a  amilar  case.  I 
cannot  help  criticiaing  it  aft  disgraceful 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer  to 
play  a  trick  with  the  Committee  in  that 

WAY- 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.25]. — Mr.  Chairman,  the  honor- 
able member  for  Panramatta  has  again 
used  the  word  which  you  directed  him  to 
withdraw.  We  had  an  exhibition  of  his 
spleen  last  week,  when  he  used  almost  the 
same  words  as  he  has  used  to-night.  I 
then  reminded  him  that  he  and  his  party 
had  been  trying  in  another  place  to  reduce 
all  the  protective  duties. 

Mr.  DuOALD  Thomson. — Not  where  an 
arrangemeiit  had  been  come  to. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— In  every  case 
where  there  was  an  oppotunity  to  reduce 
the  duties,  and  so  destroy  the  Tariff,  they 
availed  themselves  of  it. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — No 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Do  honorable 
monbers  opposite  think  that  we  who  want 
to  secure  a  fair  and  honest  protective  Tariff 
are  going  to  submit  to  have  trickery  played 
there?  Do  they  expect  ua  to  sit  idly  bv 
and  not  to  accept  a  request  which  is  merely 
designed  to  restore  thie  original  duties  od 
this  item? 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  hcmorable 
^ntleman  accepted  the  reduced  duties. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  accepted  them 
under  compulsion,  and  not  because  I  wanted 
them.  Does  the  right  iKmorable  gentleman 
think  that  because  I  d'A  not  press  for  a 
division  I  accepted  the  proposal  ?  No. 
I  acted  as  I  did,  because  I  had  ascertained 
from  the  comer  what  it  was  going  to  da 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  there  was  no 
debate  on  the  proposal. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  had  ascer- 
tained beforehand  how  most  honorable 
members  in  the  corner  were  going  to  vote. 
Of  what  use  would  it  have  been  to  delay 
the  Committee  for  hours  and  hours? 
Heaven  knows  we  had  had  enough  talk 
and  delay.  On  some  occasions  if  I  knew 
that  I  was  go'ng  to  lose  a  duty  I  was  very 
glad  to  let  it  go  without  calling  for  a  divi- 
s>(xi.  But  am  I  to  be  brought  to  task 
for  doing  anything  of  that  kind  whilst 
honorable  m^bers  on)  the.  other  side  have 
been  trying  to  destroy  the  Tariff?  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  are 
finding  that  in  Sydney  their  beloved  free- 
trade  has  gone  by  the  board,  and  that 
some  of  them  will  have  a  job  to  get  te- 
elected  on  that  question.  They  realize 
that  they  are  being  shaken  up.  I  am  not 
going  to  be  bound  irt  any  case  where  I 
was  ccKnpelled  to  agree  to  a  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  an  item. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Then  the  honrartble 
member  is  not  to  be  bound  by  hb  word? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— My  word  is 
not  doubted  by  any  one  who  appreciates 
hwiest  intenticm.  It  is  only  doubted  by  those 
who  measure  other  people  by  tfieir  own 
standard.  In  the  case  of  this  item  I  was 
very  anxious  to  get  the  duty  which  I  pro- 
posed, and  it  was  only  under  compulsion 
and  to  save  time  that  I  did  not  press  for 
a  divisicxi.  On  nuxe  than  one  occasion 
a  large  number  of  jvctectionist  members, 
blamed  me  for  not^ft3«:m|^  Q,ry^^uty 
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to  a  division.  There  are  some  honorable 
members  sitting  here  now  who  blamed  nte 
because  I  did  not  stand  by  the  Tariff  as 
introduced  on  every  occasimi.  It  would 
have  been  only  wasting  time  to  do  so  if 
I  knew  that  I  was  going  to  be  beaten. 

Mr.  Webster. — This  is  what  the  hc»i- 
orable  gentleman  gets  for  being  too  easy. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes,  I  admit 
that  I  am  very  much  more  easy  with  hon- 
orable members  opposilte  than  I  ought  to 
be.  When  we  are  asked  by  the  Senate  to 
Test(^  the  (xiginal  duties  cm  an  item  I 
think  that  I  am  quite  justified  in  trying  to 
obtain  those  duties  if  I  possibly  can. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.29].— Hon- 
orable members  who  are  accustcHned  to  the 
methods  of  the  Treasurer  will  not  be  sur- 
prised at  him  seeking  to  cover  up  Hs  tracks 
in  an  avalanche  of  blufif.  He  has  not 
touched  the  subject  at  issue.  He  made  a 
definite  arrangement,  and  he  tries  to  excuse 
himself  for  going  back  upon  it  by  saying 
that  at  the  time  it  was  made  he  did  not 
intend  to  go  back  upon  it.  He  is  in  the 
position  of  the  man  who  said  that  he 
would  be  virtuous  if  he  were  not  tempted. 
He  has  been  tempted,  and  has  fallen,  and 
now  he  is  trying  to  cover  up  his  trades  in 
an  avalanche  of  bluff. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
was  away  when  this  wa&  done. 

Mr.  KELLY.— Fortunately,  I  have 
Hansard  as  an  impartial  critic  of  the 
Treasure's  actions. 

Mr.  Webster. — Why  repeat  what  has 
been  so  well  said  by  the  deputy 
leader  of  the  Oppositicm?  The  hcmor- 
able  member  will  never  be  able  fo  say  it  as 
well. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  am  not  suggesting  that 
the  honorable  member  himself  cannot  say  it 
infinitely  better  than  I  can  and  at  much 
greater  Iwigth.  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  Treasurer  has  not  excused  himself  

•  Mr,  Maloney. — He  has  no  neeU  to  do  so 
to  honwable  members  upcxi  the  other  »de 
of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  KELLY.— When  we  refused  to  ad- 
mit "blowers,  n.e.i.,"  free,  I  had  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  they  could  be  produced 
in  the  Commonwealth.  Now,  however,  I 
have  abundant  proof  that  "  blowers, 
n.e.i.,"  can  be  produced  here  even  if  they 
take  the  form  of  Ministers  of  die  Crown. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [9.31]— I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Treasurer 
has  deliberately  gone  b»^  upon  the  com- 


pn»nise  which  was  arrived  at  in  this  Cham- 
ber when  this  item  was  previously  undei 
consideration.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  quite 
a  number  of  duties  were  agreed  to  at  5  per 
cent,  and  10  per  cent,  higher  than  would 
have  been  the  case,  but  for  the  acticxi  of 
the  Treasurer  and  the  Govemm«it  Whip  in 
going  around  the  House  and  arranging  com- 
promises. HoiiOTable  members  who  were 
present  when  the  1902  Tariff  was  under 
a>nsideration  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  t>y 
the  contrast  between  the  action  of  the  Trea- 
surer, who  is  in  charge  of  this  Tariff,  and 
the  conduct  of  Sir  George  Turner  and  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Adelaide,  who 
had  charge  of  the  old  Tariff,  and  who  h(m- 
orably  respected  the  arrangements  arrived 
at  in  Committee.  For  the  Treasurer  to  go 
back  upon  compromises  made  in  this  Cham- 
ber when  the  Tariff  was  formerly  undei 
consideration  here  is  not  creditable  to  him. 
When  I  noticed  that  his  colleague  in  an- 
other place  was  time  after  time  deliberately 
moving  to  restore  the  duties  originally  pro- 
posed in  this  House  I  was  astemished. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  in  re- 
spect of  this  particular  item  a  comprcmiise 
was  arrived  at.  If  we  had  a  Minister  in 
charge  of  the  Tariff  like  the  right  honor- 
able member  for  Adelaide  or  Sir  George 
Turner,  every  one  of  these  compromises 
would  have  been  loyally  observed.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  order  to  obtain  increased 
duties  the  Treasurer  will  stop  at  nothing. 
Have  we  not  seen  Ministers  endeavouring 
to  pull  honorable  members  across  the  Cham- 
ber in  order  to  gain  their  support  ?  Is  there 
any  dignity  attaching  to  sudi  a  proceeding  ? 
Fran  the  very  first  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
Treasurer  was  prepared  to  grasp  anything 
— ^that  he  was  willing  to  put  aside  all  bis 
hcHiorable  undertakings — ^in  order  to  obtain 
increased  duties.  I  should  not  have  risen 
but  for  the  positicMi  which  he  has  taken  up. 
Simply  because  an  attack  has  been  made  by 
hOTorable  members  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  House  he  says  that  no  arrangement  was 
arrived  at  in  respect  of  this  item.  I  say 
deliberately  that  a  compromise  was  arranged 
and  that  it  is  his  duty — seeing  that  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate  would  violate  that  cxxn- 
promise — to  reject  it.  I  shall  support  the 
original  arrangement  arrived  at  in  this 
Chamber. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [9.36].— In 
spite  of  the  very  acute  differences  that  exist 
in  this  Chambn-  as  to  the  wisdom  of  im- 
posing high  or  low  duties,  I  think  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  adhere  to  arrange- 
ments arrived  at  when  th^  Tariff  was  pre- 
viously under  ccg)§s^^SoOgle 
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Sir  William  Lyme. — ^Why  did  not  the 
Opposition  adhere  to  arrangements  arrived 
at? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^We  did  so  in  every 
case. 

Mr.  R£(D.— I  undmtand  that  the 
leader  of  the  Oppoation  in  the  Senate  in- 
variably respected  the  arrangements  made 
in  this  Chamber.  In  departing  from  the 
ccanprfflnise  arrived  at  ■  on  the  item 
under  ccHisideration  the  Treasurer  has  taken 
a  very  unhappy  course.  That  ccMnprbmise 
was  not  one  which  was  forced  upon  him. 
The  (rfficial  record  shows  that  the  honorable 
gentlman  is  under  a  strange  delusion  in  re- 
ference to  this  matter,  because  the  arrange- 
ment was  fijst  suggested  by  the  hcm- 
<»able  member  far  Wimraera,  who  holds 
the  same  fiscal  faith  as  do  the  Government. 
It  was  not  pressed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber in  any  extreme  way»  and  the  Treasurer 
himself,  without  any  pressure  and  \tfithout 
debate  

Sir  William  I-vne.— Was  not  there  pres- 
sure? 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  know  what  under- 
ground pressure  may  have  been  brought  to 
bear.  I  am  simply  judging  the  positirai 
bv  the  official  record,  which  shows  that 
after  scwne  trivial  amendment  had  been  car- 
ried the  Treasurer  made  a  voluntary  stated 
ment  

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — There  is  no  men- 
tion of  "  volimtary  statement  "  in  the  offi- 
cial report.  "  It  was  not  a  voluntary  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  REID. — Surely  the  Treasurer  does 
not  make  an  involuntary  statement  1  He 
is  not  in  a  gaol. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^The  right  Honor- 
able member  should  quote  Hansard,  and 
not  use  his  own  words. 

Mr.  REID.— I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
do  so.     The  Hansard  report  reads — 

Sir  WnUAU  Lynk. — I  am  willing  to  accegt 
duties  of  as        ^  P^' 

That  statement  was  not  made  as  the  result 
c'f  dictation  or  undue  pressure. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Was  it  not? 

Mr.  Sampson.— I  thought  at  the  time 
that  it  was  a  very  happy  arrangement  all 
round. 

Mr.  REID. — The  Hansard  report  betrays 
no  sign  of  any  amtroversy  in  regard  to  it. 
When  the  Treasurer  representing  the  Go- 
vernment makes  a  statement  of  that  sort  in 
a  deliberatire  assembly — when  he  says  that 
he  is  willing  to  accept  duties  of  25  and  20 
per  cent.,  he  is  speaking  not  merely  for 
himself  but  for  the  whole  of  the  Ministry. 


Mr.  Maloney. — That  was  weeks  ago, 
Mr.  REID. — But  suiely '&  code  of  honour 
is  not  varied  in  a  given  number  of  weeks 
The  statement  of  the  Treasurer  applied  to 
this  Tariff.  That  statement  I  am  willing 
to  accept.  It  did  not  mean,  I  am  willing 
t(  accept  the  arxangmnent  on  Monday,  and 
go  behind  it  on  Tuesday."  That  is  not 
the  way  in  which  Ministerial  statements  are 
to  be  read.  I  do  not  for  a  moment  suggest 
that  the  Treasurer  went  to  Ministers  in  the 
Senate,  and  asked  them  to  make  this  altera- 
tion. I  do  not  suggest  that  at  all.  But 
I  do  say  that  the  Treasurer  should  have 
instructed  his  colleagues  in  the  Senate  to 
honour  an  arrangement  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  chamber.  There  is  no  sort  of 
solidity  or  sanctity  in  any  arrangement  made 
Ui  this  chamber  if -it  is  to  be  ignored  and 
varied,  and  the  Minister  himself  is  to  get 
up  here  and  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  his 
own  oxnpact. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind ;  and  no  one  knows  that 
better  than  the  right  honorable  member 
himself  does. 

Mr.  REID. — I  hope  I  am  not  speaking 
with  any  undue  heat.  Did  the  Treasurer 
have  a  stormy  passage  over  from  Tasmania 
this  morning  ?  I  do  ncrt  wish  to  import  any 
heat  into  this  debate  at  all.  I  know  why 
the  Treasurer  is  indignant  His  own  con- 
science is  tearing  at  him.  That  is  what 
is  making  him  so  miserable  He  feels 
that  he  is  not  acting  up  to  the  high 
standard  that  invariably  actuates  him 
—<yn  rare  occasions.  He  feels  annoyed 
with  himself ;  he  feels  disgusted  with  him- 
self ;  and  I  think  that  he  might  even  now 
repent  and  cwne  back  to  his  original  under- 
standing honorably  made  in  this  chamber. 
Whilst  we  ought  to  receive  suggestions 
frcwn  the  Senate,  and  act^pt  them  when  we 
think  thev  are  right  

Mr.  Webster. — That  is,  when  they  run 
in  the  right  hcmorable  member's  own  way. 

Mr.  REID.— Why  should  we  accept 
tl-.em  in  any  other  way?  I  never  saw  the 
honorable  member  willing  to  accept  any- 
thing that  he  did  not  like  unless  it  was 
forced  upon  him.  I  do  not  say  that 
we  should  not  regard  the .  suggestions 
of  the  Senate;  I  do  not  take  that 
ground  at  all.  But  what  I  do  say  is,  that 
if  we  are  to  have  anv  sort  of  coherence  in 
our  relations  in  carrying  on  business  in  ocm- 
nexkm  with  this  Tariff,  when  we  come  to 
an  understanding  we  ought  to  act  up  to  it. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  would  have  been 
qmte  a  different  »attet,(S^^ased 
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duty  bad  been  forced  on  the  Goverrtment 
in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  REID.—Oh,  quite. 
.     Sir  WiLUAK  Lyne.— The  right  honor- 
able member  is  always  engineermg  to  get 
things  done, 

Mr.  REID.— It  is  really  a  pity,  I  think, 
apart  from  this  matter  altogether,  that  the 
Government,  as  represented  by  the  Trea- 
surer, should  oome  to  an  arrangement  in 
this  chamber,  and  that  his  colleagues 
somewhere  else  should  set  to  wwk  to  vary 
that  understanding.  The  Treasurer,  per- 
haps, was  not  responsible  for  that  person- 
ally, but  he  makes  himself  directly  respwi- 
sible  for  that  act  of  his  colleagues  in  now 
doing'  the  very  thing  that  Ministers  did  in 
the  other  chambo'.  The  Minister  might 
say  :  "  My  colleague,  acting  on  his  own  dis- 
cretion in  the  Senate,  made  this  proposal. 
I  was  not  told  of  it,  and  did  not  tell  him 
what  our  arrangement  here  was,  but  now  I 
will  keep  faith  with  this  Chsmber, 
and  stand  the  arrangement  made  here." 
That  would  be  a  proper  course  to  take. 
I  do  not  want  to  import  any  heat 
into  this  matter  at  all,  but  if  under- 
standings are  arrived  at,  they  should 
t»nd  both  sides ;  and  in  this  case  the  Trea- 
surer roust  admit  that  he  did  volunteer  an 
agreement. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  did  not. 
Mr.  REID.—What  does  this  mean- 
Sir  WiLU«»  LvNB. — I  am  willing  to  accept 
duties  of  25  aod  30  per  cent. 

What  can  be  plainer  than  that  ?  It  was 
a  compromise,  and  it  terminated  the  de- 
bate. 

Sir  WnxiAM  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able member  was  working  to  knock  duties 
down  at  any  price. 

Mr.  REID.— In  view  of  our  attitude  on 
the  Tariff,  we  naturally  todk  up  that  posi- 
tion. The  Treasurer  caiuiot  blame  us  itx 
that. 

Sir  WxLUAU  Ltmb. — For  what? 
Mr.  REID. — For  reducing  duties  all  we 
could. 

Sir  William  Lynb. — Honorable  mem- 
bers <^posite  tried  all  they  could  to  knock 
duties  down. 

Mr.  REID.— Was  it  not  our  business  to 

do  so? 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Is  it  ix>t  our  busi- 
ness to  keep  duties  up  ? 

Mr.  REID. — Of  course;  but  when  you 
say,  *'  We  are  willing  to  accept  25  and 
so,"  and  when  we  trust  the  Goveniment 
on  that  assurance,  accept  the  arrangement, 
and  bring  the  debate  to  a  conclusion,  I 


'say  that  the  Government  are  bound  by  it. 
Whatever  our  fiscal  views  are,  it  is  a  matter 
of  agreement  then,  not  a  matter  of  fiscal 
policy.  There  should  not  be  any  jesuitical 
reservation  about  an  honor;U>le  agreement. 
The  Government  should  not  append,  as  a 
sort  of  po^script,  "  We  are  agreeing  to 
this  thing  with  the  intention  of  throwing 
it  over  if  we  get  a  show  some  other  time." 
Because  if  tbie  Treasurer  had  said,  this 
arrangement  having  been  made,  Do  not 
believe  me ;  do  not  rely  upcn  my  w<xd ;  I 
am  going  to  break  my  promise  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,'*  even  my  honorable  friends 
in  the  Ministoial  corner  would  have  gone 
for  a  Royal  Commission  at  once  to  inquire 
into  the  actions  of  the  Government.  If  the 
Treasurer  had  said,  "  I  will  not  agree  to 
duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent.,  and  if  you 

carry  them  we  will  go  out  of  office  "  

no,  I  do  not  mean  that,  but,  "  We  will  ad- 
journ the  House  for  a  week  and  hrvng 
the  Govemor-G«)eral  down  from  Mount 
Kosciusco  "  ;  if  he  had  said  that,  the  posi- 
ti<xi  would  be  different.  Ministers  might 
have  taken  up  that  attitude.  But  when 
the  Treasuier  says,  "I"— Sir  William 
Lyne,  the  man  who  never  was  doubted  in 
the  li^test  word  he  said — "  am  willing  to 
accept  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent.," 
I  have  a  right  to  ask  Sir  William  Lyne  to 
honour  his  own  bond,  and  perform  his  own 
agreement  in  the  presence  of  the  men  with 
whfxn  he  made  it.  That  is  a  simple  ap- 
peal. I  make  that  appeal  in  regard  to  the 
acticHi  of  an  honorable  member,  as  to  whom 
there  has  never  been  even  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  a  failure  to  perform  an  honor- 
able obligation. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [9.46].— I 
hope  that  the  Cwnmittee  M'ill  agree  to  the 
request  made  by  the  Senate  in  this  case. 

Mr.  REia — Surely  the  honorable  mem- 
ber does  not  excuse  the  attitude  of  the  Go- 
venunent? 

Mr.^  SALMON. — I  am  very  anxious  to 
be  strictly  relevant  to  the  question.  We 
have  had  a  little  experience  of  the  way  in 
which  these  duties  have  operated  since  the 
matter  was  last  before  us.  It  is  only  by 
experience  that  we  can  thoroughly "  anil 
.fairly  gauge  the  effect  of  a  Tariff.  When 
we  first  dealt  with  the  Commonwealth 
Tariff  in  1902,  a  great  deal  of  what  we 
did  was  necessarily  guess  work.  But  in 
constructing  the  present  Tariff,  we  hare  to 
be  guided  bv  the  experience  gained  in  the 
meantime.  We  have  also  the  experience  of 
nearlv  twejve  n^ths  under  the  new  Tariff. 
We  are  therefore  able  to  see  how  the  duties 
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on  this  particular  item  are  affecting  those 
whcnn  we  de^re  to  assist. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  The  honorable  member 
knows  that  people  are  never  satisfied,  and 
never  have  been  since  the  creation  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  SALMON. — 1  can  assure  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  with  regard  to  this  item, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the 
whole  Tariff,  that  there  are  strong  com- 
plaints fr<xa  a  number  of  industries  which 
ka\-e  not  receiwd  the  assistance  to  which 
they  aie  entitled.  "  Manufactures  of 
Metals  "  is  an  item  which  affects  a  large 
number  of  industries.  In  other  cases 
we  have  been  dealing  with  one  in- 
dustry at  a  time.  Under  this  head- 
ing, we  are  ,  compelled  to  deal  with 
a  Targe  and  important  group  of  industries. 
There  is  first  the  bedstead  manufacturing 
industry.  It  is  not  a  Victorian  industry 
only.  In  the  mother  State  of  New  South 
Wales  it  is  assuming  very  large  propor- 
tions, and  is  gradually  capturing  the  trade 
of  the  cOTtinent.  Then  there  is  the  fire- 
proof safemaking  industry,  and  the  sheet 
metal  industry,  which  ^ploys  an  encNrmous 
number  of  men  in  its  various  branches.  The 
tinware  trade  also  employs  a  large  number. 
I  point  out  that  in  Victoria,  under  our 
Wages  Board  system,  for  certain  classes  of 
tinware,  the  employes  are  actually  receiving 
more  in  wages  than  the  imported  article 
costs.  I  would  specially  appeal  to  honor- 
able members  in  the  Opposiiion  comer  to 
lemember  that  under  the  Wages  Board  sys- 
tem in  operaticKi  in  Victoria  men  are  paid 
more  for  making  tinware,  and  a  number 
of  other  manufactures  of  metal,  extending 
over  a  very  wide  range,  than  is  actually 
charged  for  such  articles  when  imported. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — And  does  the  con- 
sumer dbtam  the  locally-made  articles  at  a 
lower  price  than  is  charged  for  those  which 
are  imported? 

Mr.  SALMON. — Not  those  particular 
articles,  but  other  goods  manufactured  in 
the  same  works  are  being  sold  here  at  very 
much  lower  rates  than  would  prevail  if  the 
importer  had  a  monopoly.  This  item  covers 
also  malleable  iron  castings,  acetylene  gas 
generators,  oven  ranges  and  stoves,  bath 
heaters,  and  zinc  and  metal  ceilings.  The 
zinc  and  metal-ceiling  industry  is  dcnng  re- 
markablv  well  in  New  South  Wales. 

^^r.  Johnson. — And  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  is  so.  Wunder- 
lich's  have  a  branch  in  Victoria. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — ^Wunderlich's  are  doing 
very  well  under  the  Tariff  as  it  stands. 


Mr.  SALMON.— But  has  the  honorable 
member  any  idea  of  the  competition  to 
which  they  are  at  present  being  subjected? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — -They  are  making  all- 
their  own  ceilings  in  Australia  under  the 
present  Tariff. 

Mr.  SALMON.— But  they  are  subjected 
to  competitimi  from  abroad. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  the  hoa- 
orable  member  wish  to  abolish  all  competi- 
tion? 

Mr.  SALMON. — No;  but  I  am  assured 
that  the  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  would  just  give  the 
metal-ceiling  trade  in  Australia  the  advan- 
tage which  it  should  have  over  its  com- 
petitors fromi  abroad. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thohson. — Wunderltch's 
under  lower  duties  have  been  making  zinc 
and  metal  ceilings  for  years. 

Mr.  SALMON.— But  the  honorable 
member  will  admit  that  the  competition 
which  the  industry  in  Australia  has  to  face 
just  now  is  stronger  than  it  has  ever  been. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — If  the  zinc  and 
metal-ceiling  makers  here  could  carry  on 
under  low  duties,  when  the  industry  was 
only  a  small  one,  surety  now  that  its  opera- 
tions have  been  extended,  and  the  old 
duties  have  been  increased,  it  should  be 
able  to  do  very  well  under  the  Tariff  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  SALMON. — So  Icmg  as  the  importer  . 
keeps  up  prices,  the  local  manufacturer 
working  on  a  small  scale  is  able  to  make 
a  living,  but  as  soon  as  he  is  squeezed  by 
the  importer  resorting  to  dumping,  the  posi- 
tion is  different.  The  japanning  and  gal- 
vanizing trade,  and  many  others,  are  also 
covered  by  the  item  relating  to  manu- 
factures of  metal.  All  these  industries  are 
worth  cultivating.  We  desire  to  have  our 
own  iron  and  steel  industries,  and  surely 
we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  assist  those  who 
invest  their  capital  in  mterprises  with  the 
object  of  supplying  Australia  with  all  that 
she  requires  in  respect  of  these  manufac- 
tures? 

Mr.  BowDXN. — The  htmorable  member 
referred  just  now  to  the  manufacture  of 
bath  heaters.  Is  he  aware  that  the  manu- 
facturer in  New  South  Wales  is  ctrntent 
with  the  present  duty  ? 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  manufactUTCTS 
there  are  not  content  with  the  present  duty. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — I  am  speaking  of  Han- 
nam. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  did  not  desire  the 
hcMiorable  member  to  meittion^tlw^iiajne  of 
any  manufactui€rP'9it^vArf1dy©tibat  any 
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manufacturer  would  care  to  have  his  name 
canvassed  in  this  way»  but  I  should  be 
glad,  if  it  were  constitutional  to  apply  the 
present  duties  to  those  who  are  satisfied 
with  them,  and  to  give  the  rest  of  those 
engaged  in  the  trade  the  boiefit  of  increased 
duties. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  manufac- 
ttuer  named  was  for  years  making  bath 
heaters  without  the  assistance  of  a  duty. 

Mr.  SALMON. — My  desire  is  to  con- 
sider not  what  any  individual  is  doing,  but 
whether  the  industry  generally  is  extending 
and  bow  the  people  are  being  served. 

Mr.  Cars. — And  employed. 

Mr.  SALMON. — And  especially  to  con- 
sider how  those  engaged  in  the  industry  are 
being  treated  by  their  employers.  1  urge 
honwable  members  to  be  guided  by  our  ex- 
perience and  to  agree  to  the  request  made 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [9. 56].— The 
Treasurer  has  been  subjected  to  a  fairly 
severe  roasting,  and  it  is  not  my  duty  to 
apply  any  glycerine.  Honorable  members 
of  the  Opposition  appear  to  be  troubled 
because  some  compromise  made  when  this 
item  was  originally  under  ccmsideration  in 
this  House  has  been  disr^arded.  If  a 
robust  fight  had*  been  made  against  the 
atOempt  of  the  Senate  to  increase  taxation 
I  should  have  been  glad  to  take  part  in 
it,  and  to  have  assisted  in  roasting  not  only 
the  Treasurer  but  the  Ministry  for  permit- 
Bng  the  Senate  to  usurp  powers  of  taxa- 
tion. _  I  should  like  to  see  the  leaders  of 
the  different  parties  in  this  House  put  up 
a  strong  fight  on  that  question.  On  less 
important)  matters  an  appeal  has  been  made 
to  the  country  by  States  Governments. 

Mr.  Reid. — But  under  the  Common- 
wealth Constitution  the  Senate  has  an  tm- 
doubted  right  to  make  any  request!  that  it 
pleases.  It  does  not  make  an  amendment; 
it  simply  requests  us  to  make  it. 

Mr.  WILKS. — It  was  only  as  the  result 
of  a  compromise  that  the  Conventim  agreed 
to  the  insertion  in  the  Craistituticsi  of  the 
pnn'isicHi  that  the  Senate  should  have  the 
power  to  make  requests.  We  ought  to  be 
careful  to  reserve  to  this  House  the  power 
to  impose  taxation,  and  the  time  will  come 
when  the  Government  of  the  day  will  have 
to  take  up  a  strong  stand  on  that  question. 
Coming  to  the  requested  amendment  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  if  other  industries 
had  been  refused  similar  increases  I  should 
probably  have  been  found  voting  against 
this  request.  Requested  increases  of  duties 
relating  to  the  manufacture  of  blankets, 
hats,  caps  and  other  branches  of  the  textile 


industry  have  been  agreed  to,  butt  a  request 
that  a  duty  relating  to  what  I  have  de> 
scribed  as  the  black  trades — the  engineer- 
ing and  inxi  foundry  trades — is  singled  out 
for  different  treatment.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  persons  engaged  in  industiries 
to  which  this  item  relates,  as  against  dozens 
employed  in  industries  which  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Senate  were  granted  special 
treatment  yesterday.  Industries  which  have 
received  this  special,  treatment  have  been 
for  the  most  part  peculiar  to  the  southern 
States.  This  item,  however,  relates  to  an 
industry  in  which  New  South  Wales  is  in- 
terested. I  recognise  that  it  is  not  states- 
manlike to  deal  with  questions  of  this  kind 
frcwi  a  provindal  stand-point;  but  I  have 
seen  honOTable  memben  over  and  over  again 
supporting  a  proposal  because  it  was  ad- 
vantageous to  an  industry  in  their  own  elec- 
tora?e  or  State,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  the  circumstances  I  ought 
to  do  the  same.  This  item  has  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  men  engaged  in  various 
manufacturing  industries  in  the  State  of 
which  I  am  a  representative,  who  certainly 
ought  to  be  granted  the;  assistance  of  the 
additional  5  per  cent,  duty  proposed. 
Manufactures  of  metal  include  stoves, 
safes,  grates,  and  other  articles  which  are 
essentially  the  work  of  the  moulder,  for 
whom  no  one  has  yet  had  a  word  to  say.  I 
should  expect  protectionists  to  be  prepared 
to  extend  the  most  favorable  treatment  to 
the  moulding  industry. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Twenty-five  per 
cent,  is  a  substantial  dutv. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  was 'satisfied  with  the 
iproposed  duties  of  2^  and  20  per  cent.,  a> 
the  TariflF  left  this  Qiamber,  but  since  that 
time  a  good  deal  of  water  has  passed  under 
the  bridge,  and  when,  at  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  the  Committee  has  agreed  to  in- 
crease the  duties  proposed  for  the  protec- 
tion of  those  engaged  in  other  industries, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  sit  here  like  an  innj- 
cent  Willy,  and  refuse  to  do  anything  to 
assist  the  foundry  industry.  When  I  find 
hoturable  members  prepared  to  vote  for 
ad  valorem  duties  as  high  as  120  per  cent, 
for  the  protection  of  hat  and  cap  manufac- 
turers, I  am  not  going  to  baulk  at  such  a 
hurdle  as  an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  for  the 
protection  of  an  industry  in  which  manv  of 
my  constituents  are  employed.  With  the 
Treasurer's  observance  of  a  ccxnpact  in  the 
matter,  I  am  not  concerned.  The  honor- 
able gentleman's  sins  in  that  reapect  must 
be  on  his  own  head.  The  proposal  now 
made  is  one  which  affecte^pficmlcL  g^ploved 
in  industries  caft^d^VaMfiJgafcctorate, 
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and  I  am  prepared  to  talce  advantage  of  it. 
I  admit  that  two  years  ago  on  the  election 
platfonn  I  made  use  of  an  ugly  expres- 
sion, and  said  that  if  there  were  any  loiit 
to  be  had  I  would  see  that  my  constituents 
got  their  share  of  it,  and  I  asked  them  to 
give  me  a  free  hand  in  these  matters  in 
view  of  my  past  experience  of  the  way  they 
were  treated.  I  have  less  objection  to  in- 
creased duties  to-dav  than  I  had  three  or 
four  years  ago  in  view  of  the  introduction 
cf  the  policy  of  the  new  protection.  This 
is  a  new  star  which  has  arisen  in  the  Com- 
monwealth firmament. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  is  many  millions 
of  miles  away  yet. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hope  it  will  be  an  Aus- 
tralian star  of  the  first  magnitude.  If  it 
is  effective,  it  will  certainly  overcome  many 
of  the  objections  that  I,  in  cwnmon  with 
others,  have  to  a  protectionist  policy.  1. 
always  looked  upon  protection  as  intended 
to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
If  I  thought  that  by  supporting  the  pro- 
posal to  increase  these  duties  by  5  per  cent. 
I  should  be  assisting  to  take  mcHiey  from  the 
pockets  of  people  w^o  xequire  to  purchase 
stoves,  grates,  fire  heaters,  and  such  articles 
i'l  cvder  to  put  it  into  the  poclttts  of  the 
owners  of  factories,  I  should  not  supr[K>rt 
it.  But  if,  under  the  policy  of  new  pro- 
tection, the  workers  in  the  factories  aro  to 
benefit  by  the  increased  duties  in  the  pay- 
ment of  higher  wages,  and  the  improvement 
of  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 
asked  to  work,  a  very  great  deal  of  my 
objection  to  the  imposition  of  a  protective 
duty  will  have  been  met. 

Mr.  Mathews. — The  honnable  mernlinr 
should  oome  over  to  this  side. 

Mr.  WILKS.— If  I  did,  I  should  not  be 
a  free  roan  at  all. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member  is 
getting  a  few  black  looks  frcm  the  other 
side  to-night. 

Mr.  Reid. — Not  at  all.  I  do  not  cire 
what  the  honorable  member  says;  he  is  a 
real  good  man. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  return  the  honorable 
gentleman's  cc»npliiiients  by  saying  that  I 
am  glad  that  he  is  supporting  the  principle 
of  new  protection. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  was  one  of  the  firs.t  to 
champion  it.  It  is  one  of  the  best  iJea^ 
ever  mentioned. 

Mr.  WILKS. —The  honorable  gentle- 
man's attitude  towards  that  policy  onlv 
shows  that  mv  leader  for  so  manv  vears  is 
the  same  "Prt^ressive  George"  that  he 
was  many  years  ago. 


Mr.  Reid. — I  would  prefer  to  see  the 
workers  rather  than  the  manufacture 
benefited  by  a  protective  duty. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  mean  no  disrespect  to 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  in  speaking 
of  him  in  the  way  I  have  done,  because,  in 
my  opinitMi,  it  is  a  compliment  to  a  public 
man  to  be  known  as  I  say  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  been  known.  Throughout 
the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  I  have 
fought  to  secure  the  imposition  of  the  lowest 
possible  duties  on  the  necessaries  of  life, 
but,  finding  that  increased  duties  have  been 
prop(»ed  time  after  time  fOT  the  assistance 
of  other  industries,  I  am  prepared  to  avail 
myself  of  this  opportunity  to  afi'ord  the 
foundry  workers  some  increased  as- 
sistance. I  should  lilra,  at  the  same  time, 
to  say  that  if  in  conneum  with  this  request 
we  were  asked  to  decide  whether  this  House 
or  the  Senate  should  rule  in  such  matters, 
I  should  consider  an  additional  5  per  cent, 
for  the  benefit  even  of  foundry  workers  to 
be  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  admitting 
the  right  of  the  Senate  to  increase  the  bur- 
dens of  taxation.  In  my  opinion,  it  is 
monstrous  to  contend  that  the  representa* 
tives  of  South  Australia,  Western  Austra- 
lia, and  Tasmania  should  have  the  same 
power  in  regard  to  taxation  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 
As  we  have  already  accepted  amendments 
involving  increases  of  duty  at  the  request 
of  the  Senate,  I  intend  to  support  the  Min- 
ister in  accepting  the  Senate's  requested 
amendment  in  this  item. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [10.7].— I 
should  like  to  remind  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  that,  although  at  the  present 
time  the  three  States  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred may  not  have  a  population  equ^l  to 
the  population  of  Victoria  and  New  South 
Wales,  their  potentialities  are  such  that  it 
is  impossible  for  any  one  to  say  whether 
in  the  future  they  will  not  have  teeming 
millicKis  of  population  in  excess  of  the 
population  of  Victoria  and  New  Sfxitit 
WalQs.  Judging  by  the  death  rate,  Queens- 
land possesses  the  finest  climate  of  anv  of 
the^  States,  and  we  may  look  forward  to 
a  time  when  the  population  of  that  State 
will  exceed  the  population  of  New  South 
Wales  or  of  Victoria.  I  intend  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  requested  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson. — In  spite  of  the  com- 
pact? 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  words  "com- 
pact" and  "  comprcHMise "  appear  to  be 
the  only  words  which  honorable  members 
opposite  can  utter.  We  bav- hMrd  of  no- 
thing but  comprSli^ge(^f^^giHek  of 
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the  honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to 
the  dulcet  Oxford  accents  of  the  hcmorable 
member  for . Wentworth.  "Compromise" 
is  nothing  but  the  sacrifice  of  principle, 
and  I  am  sick  of  hearing  the  word.  The 
ffiends  of  honorable  members  opposite,  in 
the  Senate,  did  all  they  could  to  reduce 
duties.  Where  they  were  successful  in 
carrying  requests  for  reductions  of  duties, 
we  heard  no  howling  of  the  word  "  com- 
l^csnise,"  and  no  shrieking  of  the  word 
by  the  h<HK>rable  member  for  Parramatta  in 
tiMies'so  bitter  that  one  might  thiiUc  the 
honorable  member  had  been  sucking  a 
Seville  orange.  This  conduct  00  the  part 
of  the  acting  leader  of  the  Oppositi™  is 
getting  very  sickening;  and  it  would  be 
well  if  he  followed  the  splendid  example 
of  his  leader  in  the  way  of  genial  courtesy. 
In  another  place,  SenatOT  Neild  moved  that 
the  duty  in  the  first  column  should  be  re- 
duced to  20  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
honorable  member  not  to  discuss  what  was 
done  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— At  any  rate,  it  was 
there  moved  that  the  duty  should  be  made 
still  lower ;  and  had  the  free-trade  senators, 
who  voted  to  a  man,  been  able  to  carry  the 
motion,  the  request  would  have  been  for 
lower  duties.  The  Government  cannot  al- 
ways get  what  they  desire  j  and  if,  in  reach- 
ing for  the  stars,  they  grasp  the  moon,  they 
are  ncA  to  be  blamed.  I  take  it  that  tiw 
Minister  representing  the  Goverimient  in  the 
Senate  accepted  what  he  was  able  to  get 
I  have  just  had  put  into  my  hands  the  foU 
'lowing  definition "Compromise  is  the 
makeshift  of  wrigglers  who  frequently 
(diange  their  views. 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
did  not  say  that  last  night  in  Felati<»i  to 
piece  goods  I 

Mr.  MALONEY,— The  JionOTable  mem- 
ber for  Lang  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only 
real  free-trader  in  the  House ;  and  I  believe 
that,  if  he  bad  his  way,  be  would  not  col- 
lect one  angle  penny  of  revenue  through 
the  Customs.  TYkesa  there  are  prt^ctionists, 
towards  whom  I  have  some  leaning,  who 
also  have  no  desire  to  collect  revenue  at  the 
Customs ;  and  I  contend  that  where  manu- 
facturers are  not  able  to  produce  goods 
without  a  heavy  duty,  and  the  manufacture 
of  those  goods  could  be  carried  on  by  the 
State,  there  should  be  absolute  prohitntion. 
The  question  then  arises  how  we  are  to 
obtain  revenue ;  and  there  is  no  way  except 
by  direct  taxation.  Does  the  .h(Miorable 
membo'  for  Lang  agree  in  that  view  ?  The 


Senate  has  the  right,  under  the  .Ccuistitu- 
tion,  to  make  any  suggesti<»is  it  likes ;  and 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley 
will  agree  with  his  leader,  who  so  pleasantly 
corrected  him  

Mr.  WiLKs. — My  leader  admitted  that 
this  was  only  a  compromise. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— But  the  leader  of  the 
Oppositicn  may  make  a  mistake;  and  in 
his  experienoe  of  legal  and  political  life, 
he  must  have  regarded  some  oomprcmises 
with  contempt.  The  question  is  really  one 
of  the  interests  of  the  worlurs;  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley  alluded  to 
moulders  and  ironwcwkers  generally,  who, 
in  my  opini<xi,  have  hardly  been  d«ilt  with 
fairly  in  the  matter  of  factory  legislation. 
We  all  know  that  when  Solomoi  was  going 
to  give  a  prize  to  the  calling  which  had 
done  most  good,  and,  when  he  drew  aside 
the  curtain  of  his  thrtxie,  he  found  there 
an  iron  worker.  When  he  asked  the  inxi 
worker  why  be  had  taken  that  place,  the 
latter  replied,  "Do  I  not  make  tools  for 
the  worker  to  reap  the  harvest  and  build 
houses  and  temples?  "  Then  Solomon,  in 
his  wisd(»n,  gave  the  iron  worker  the  pride 
of  place;  and  <»rtainly  those  ocmnected 
with  the  iron  industry  follow  the  hardest, 
and,  perhaps,  «ie  of  the  most  unhealthy  of 
callings.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Senate  has 
increased  these  duties  by  5  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  by  20  per  cent.  Cwnpromise  is 
merely  sacrifice  of  princiole,  and  if  there 
is  aie  party  which  has  tried  to  avoid  com- 
promises it  is  that  to  whidh  I  belong. 

Mr.  Johnson.— This  is  merely  a  matter 
of  keeping  one's  agreement. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— The  volubility  of 
the  honorable  member  is  known.  His 
speeches  fill  many  columns  of  Hansard ; 
but  he  cannot  convince  me  that  these  duties 
should  not  be  increased. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [10.21].— The 
argimient  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
seemed  to  me  sophistical.  It  was  that  of 
the  |»ofessicHiaI  pleader.  He  seemed  to 
seek  to  take  advantage  of  the  situation. 
But  no  matttf  how  syren-like  has  speeches 
may  be,  the  Committee  is  not  to  be  de- 
ceived into  believing  that  the  Minister  has 
broken  a  pledge.  I  do  not  share 
the  antipathv  of  the  honOTable  member 
for  Melbourne  to  conjpromises ;  but  they 
should  be  resorted  to  only  when  neither  of 
two  contending  parties  cani  get  .what  it 
wants.  That  was  the  position  in  regard 
to  ,this  item..  The  Minister  did  not  re- 
nounce the  intention  to  get  the  duties  in- 
creased later  on,  if  that  ^ujd^befnDssible: 
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He  had  to  compromise  at  the  time,  for 
fear  of  getting  still  lower  duties.  But 
in  making  such  a  cMnpramise,  a  man  can- 
not be  justly  accused  of  abandcaiing  his 
principles,  nor  is  it  right  to  say  that  he 
must  forego  ali  future  opportunities  to 
gain  hi&  ends.  The  charge  made  by  the 
leader  of  the  Oppo»ti(Xi  against  the  Trea- 
surer was  not  just.  In  any  case,  what  was 
done  by  the  Minister  does  not  bind  the 
Cocnmittee.  The  Conmittee  would  not  be 
bound  even  had  the  Minister  promised  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition  to  make  no  future 
attempt  to  increase  the  duties. 

Mr.  DuGALD  TnoMSON. — But  the  Min- 
ister would  be  bound. 

Mr.  CARR.— The  Minister  cannot  re- 
fuse to  submit  to  the  Committee  the  re- 
quests of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  increase  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  wa»  moved  for  by 
a  Minister. 

Mr.  CARR. — It  is  immaterial  who 
moved  for  it ;  what  we  are  concerned  with 
is  that  the  request  was  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  senators,  and  that  it  is  for  us 
to  say  whether  the  requested  amendments 
shall  or  shall  not  be  made.  In  my  opinicm, 
the  duties  should  be  ta&sed.  I  have  uU 
altxig  opposed  duties  which  were  ostensibly 
only  revenue  producing. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — ^The  honcurable 
member  has  voted  for  many  sudi  duties. 

Mt.  CARR.— I  shall  always  vote  for 
duties  which  I  think  likely  to  be  mainly 
protective  in  their  incidence ;  but  I  have 
never  voted  for  duties  which  I  thought 
likely  to  be  merely  revenue  producing. 
Any  duty  is  likely  at  first  to  produce 
some  revenue,  but  when  a  duty  is 
protective,  that  result  is  only  tem- 
porary. Seeing  that  Australia  offers 
such  a  large  field  for  the  manufacture 
of  metals,  there  is  every  justi^ation  for 
increasing  these  duties.  Owing  to  the 
better  market  provided,  local  oomi>etition 
has  already  beccme  keen^,  and  this  has 
regulated  prices.  I  have  siifficient  belief  in 
democracy  to  think  that  the  people  will 
always  see  that  they  are  not  unjustly 
charged,  and  the  Legislature  can  better 
prevent  impositions  on  the  part  of  local 
manufacturers  than  it  can  control  the  opera- 
ti<ms  of  manufacturers  abroad.  I  am 
prepared  to  give  every  encouragement 
to  industries  which  have  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  thriving  here,  more  especially 
as  the  Minister  is  pledged  to  give 
the  Parliament  the  right  to  oxitrol  ctMi- 
ditions  for  manufacture,  even  if  it  should 


be  necessary  to  seek  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  to  secure  that  right.  If 
that  promise  is  not  kept,  I  ^all  be  the 
implacable  enemy  of  the  Govemmoit;  but 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  kept.  The  Senate's 
request  will  have  my  support. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [10.28].— The  at- 
tack which  has  been  maide  on  the  Trea- 
surer is  most  unfair.  He  has  compromised 
on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Mr.  Johnson.— On  this  occasion  he  did 
not  try  to  carry  the  original  pn^xjsals  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  COON.— He  knew  that  the  numben 
were  against  him. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^There  was  no  debate. 

Mr.  COON. — If  honorable  members  c^- 
posite  have  the  numbm  now,  they  can 
prevent  the  pnqKned  increase  being  made. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Thai  let  us  get  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member 
said  what  he  had  to  say,  and  I  shall  do 
the  same.  Under  the  x  902  Tariff  the 
duty  was  cmly  20  per  cent.,  which  was  the 
rate  against  importations  from  Great  Bri- 
tain in  this  Tariff  as  it  went  to  the  Senate. 
That  bod^  has  requested  an  increase  of 
5  per  cent,  on  the  rates  to  which  we  agreed. 
That  is  not  a  large  increase.  I  am  given 
to  understand  that  last  year  scxnething  like 
;£io,ooo  worth  of  gas  stoves  were  im- 
pc-rted.  Every  one  of  those  stoves  could  be 
made  here. 

Mr.  BowDEN. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber want  to  stop  competition  altogether  ? 

Mr.  COON. — No ;  but  we  want  to  have 
the  c(»npetiti(Mi  inside  where  we  can  regu- 
late it. 

Mr.  Reid.— The  Federal  Parliament  can- 
not regulate  internal  competitim. 

Mr.  COON.— I  understood  the  right  hon- 
orable member  to  say  cmly  yesterday  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  the  new  protecticm. 

Mr.  Reid. — Certainly,  but  I  am  speak* 
ing  of  things  as  they  ai%: 

Mr.  COON. — We  are  legislating,  not  fcff 
things  as  they  are,  but  for  things  as  we  ex- 
pect them  to  be  in  the  future.  The  right 
honorable  member  knows  that  the  new  pro- 
tection does  not  apply  to-day,  but  he  says 
he  intends  to  see  that  it  applies  in  the 
future.  If  we  are  to  make  these  articles 
we  must  have  sufiKient  protection.  Honor- 
able members  t^posite  say  that  20  or  15 
per  cent,  is  only  a  revenue  duty,  and  have 
challenged  honorable  members  on  this  side 
for  voting  for  such  duties.  They  have 
asked  us  whether  xo  or  15  per  cent,  is  pro- 
tection.  Wesaji|^^^n,Q^5^^. 
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Mr.  Johnson. — Which  bcxiorable  member 
on  this  side  said  it? 

Mr.  COON. — The  hwicwable  member  fox 
Lang  has  done  so  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sim. 

Mr.  Johnson. — ^The  honorable  member 
cannot  find  in  Hansard  a  single  instance  of 
where  I  said  such  a  thing. 

Mr.  COON. — ^The  honorable  member  has 
ass^ted  on  more  than  oae  occasion  that  10 
per  cent,  is  not  a  protective  duty. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  never  said  anything  of 
the  kind,  either  here  or  anywhere  else.  I 
challenge  the  honorable  member  to  produce 
a  single  instance  of  where  I  did  say  it. 

Mr.  COON. — Does  the  honorable  mem- 
ber think  that  10  per  cent,  is  a  protective 
duty? 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  hcHiorable  member 
stated  that  I  said  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Lang  to  cease  his  cm- 
tinuous  interjections. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Am  I  to  sit  quiet  under 
these  continuous  accusations  ? 

The  CH  AIRMAN.~The  honorable  mem- 
ber will  be  quite  in  order  in  rising  and  re- 
plying to  the  honorable  member  afterwards. 
He  is  not  in  order  in  interjecting  across  the 
chamber. 

Mr.  COON.— I  have  no  desire  to  do  the 
hcHiorable  member  for  Lang  an  injustice, 
and  if  I  misquoted  him  I  withdraw  the 
statonent  I  made.  I  do  not  consider  20 
per  cent,  or  even  25  per  cmi.  a  high 
enough  protection,  but  I  shall  vote  for  25 
per  cent,  because  I  cannot  get  more.  Hon- 
orable members  on  the  other  side  are  not 
prepared  to  protect  the  industries  in  their 
own  States,  but  I  am  ready  to  give  a  vote 
to  assist  the  struggling  industries  of  New 
South  Wales. 

Mr.  Johnson. — There  are  no  strangled 
industries  there.  They  have  always  been 
flourishing  under  free-trade. 

Mr.  COON.— That  is  why  the  honorable 
member  for  Nepean  took  us  to  Lithgow  to 
see  the  inxi  works.  Is  ^e  honwable  mem- 
ber gtnng  to  vote  to  stimulate  the  iron  works 
of  New  South  Wales? 

Mr.  Reid. — Has  the  hcxiorable  m^ber  a 
sample? 

The  CHAIRMAN. — It  is  an  impossi- 
bility for  the  honorable  member  to  proceed 
with  his  speech  if  this  continuous  noise  goes 
on.  I  again  appeal  to  the  Cwnmittee  to 
assist  me  in  maintaining  order. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I  desire  your  ruling,  Mr. 
Chairman,  as  to  whether  it  is  in  order  fcnr 
an  honwable  member  when  speaking  to  con* 


tinually  invite  interjections  by  asking  hon- 
orable members  to  express  their  oplnicm  in 
answer  to  direct  questions  put  by  himself  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  for  Batman  is  in  order  in  the  course 
be  is  pursuing.  It  is  not  in  order  fw  hc»i' 
orable  monbers  to  reply  by  interjection. 

Mr.  COON.-; — I  expect  hcnmable  mem- 
bers opposite  to  reply  to  the  questions  I  have 
asked  when  I  sit  down.  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  agree  to  the  proposed  duties  of 
30  and  25  per  cent.,  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  if  these  various  industries  are  to 
be  established  and  to  pay  a  wage  sufficient 
for  people  to  live  on.  I  trust  the  small  in- 
crease of  5  per  cent,  asked  f<x  will  be 
adc^ted. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh) 
[10.37]. — We  have  beard  a  good  deal  about 
compromises,  but  are  they  to  be  made  only 
between  members  of  this  House,  or  are  we 
to  make  some  of  them  with  another  place? 
I  understand  that  befoce  we  get  the  Taiifif 
through  we  ^lall  have  to  ocxne  to  some 
compromises  with  that  .body.  The  Minister 
has  already  compromised  to  a  considerable 
extent.  If  he  and  his  supporters  accept 
so  many  requests  without  questicMi,  it  is 
only  fair  that  another  place  should  give 
way  to  us  on  some  other  items.  I  want  as 
high  a  duty  on  these  manufactures  of  metal 
as  I  can  and  I  agree  with  the  hoTK>r- 
able  member  f<x  Batman  that  even  this  duty 
suggested  by  the  Senate  will  not  give  all 
the  protection  that  the  industry  warrants. 
It  has  a  great  many  ramifications  and  will 
afford  employment  in  a  thousand  directicHis 
to  all  classes  of  tradesmen. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — What  about  the  con- 
sumer who  has  to  use  stoves? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— The  honorable 
member  is  terribly  concerned  about  the 
poor  omsimier.  The  honorable  member  for 
Nepean  interjeoted  previou^y  that  he  was 
ready  to  give  a  bounty  on  iron.  We  are 
dealing  now,  not  with  the  production  of 
the  raw  ircMi,  but  with  its  ccmversion  into 
the  manufactured  article.  Will  the  honw- 
able  member  be  prepared  to  give  a  bounty 
on  the  manufactured  article  ? 

Mr.  BowDEN. — We  propose  a  bounty  so 
that  these  people  will  not  have  to  pay  any 
extra  duty  on  their  raw  material. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Buc  the  honorable 
member  will  have  to  give  a  bounty  to  the 
users  of  iron  to  induce  them  to  use  Lithgow 
instead  of  imported  iron.  I  desire  to  see 
encouragement  given  to  our  manufacturers 
from  the  production  of  the  iron  to  the  manu- 
factured  article.  J|J,^,eS9R^^e«' « 
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the  hociOTable  member  asserts,  to  give  a 
bounty  to  the  prodiKxr  of  the  iron,  then,  as 

we  are  not  wiUlng  to  give  a  bounty  on  the 
manufactured  article,  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
grant  a  duty  oa  it.  I  ara  sorry  to  say  that 
in  two  oc  three  instances  I  have  almost  beeo 
forced  into  voting  for  a  duty  of  lo  per 
cent.  I  have  voted  against  most  of  such 
duties  because  they  were  .prc^XMed  merely 
for  revenue  purposes.  The  compromise 
which  the  Minister  is  stated  to  have  oome 
to  here  on  this  item  was  one  with  which  I 
had  no  sympathy,  nor  do  I  think  that  any 
protectionist  belonging  to  the  Labour  Party 
sympiathized  with  it.  I  am  delighted  to 
think  that  the  Senate  considers  that  a  great 
deal  more  ought  to  be  done  for  certain  in- 
dustries than  this  Ccamnittee  did.  For 
that  reason  I  appeal  to  honorable  members 
to  support  this  request.  Ther^  were  two 
or  three  items  on  which  I  felt  very  strongly, 
but  I  allowed  them  to  go  because  I  knew 
that  if  I  were  to  make  a  fight,  the  num- 
bers would  be  against  me.  I  hope  ttiat 
when  the  time  cranes  we  shall  be  able  to 
say  to  the  Sraiate:  "We  are  showing  the 
same  spirit  towards  you  as  has  been  shown 
in  this  House  by  both  sides."  I  believe 
that  some  compromises  have  been  very  satis- 
factOTy  to  all  parties  here.  But,  of 
course,  this  particular  comipromise  is  not 
going  to  end  here.  A  good  many  honw- 
able  members  have  not  heard  what  has  been 
said  by  hwKwable  monbers  on  the  Opposi- 
tion side,  and  by  the  Minister,  and  I  think 
that  they  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  say 
something  on  this  important  question,  I 
suggest  that,  at  this  late  hour,  it  would  only 
be  fair  if  the  Minister  would  consent  to 
report  progress. 

,  Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [10.42].— 
It  is  only  one  sentence  that  I  wish  to  utter, 
and  it  is  called  forth  by  a  statement  made 
oa  the  other  side.  I  distinctly,  and.  I 
think  advisedly,  refrained  from  making  any 
reference  to  the  so-called  compromise  which 
was  made  here  whMi  this  item  was  last  under 
considerati<Mi. 

Mr.  LiDDELL.— That  is  a"  very 'long  sen* 
tence. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers not  to  be  impatient.  It  has  been  s^ate-J 
over  and  o\-er  again  by  honorable  meoil-ers 
on  the  other  side  that  the  leader  of  their 
party  in  another  place  hoiorably  observed 
the  so-called  compact  or  compromise.  They 
must  or  should  have  known  that  when  the 
item  was  dealt  with  there  a  request  was 
moved  by  a'  pKxninent  member  of  th«r 
Darty  to  reduce  the  duty. 


Mr.  Rkzd. — ^We  referred  to  the  leader  of 
the  Oppositioi ;  but  the  gentleman  to  whom 
the  honorable  member  refers  acted,  quite  in- 
dependently. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  leader  of  the 
Opposition  tried  to  do  all  the  damage  Utat 
he  could. 

■  Mr.  SALMON— The  leader  of  the  Op- 
positirai  voted  with  him. 

Mr.  JosBPH  Cook. — In  connexioa  with 
what? 

Mr.  SALMON. — ^In  connexi(xi  witii  a 
proposed  reducticMi  of  the  duty  to  20  per 

cait. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Na 

Mr.  SALMON,— I  must  accept  the  evi- 
dence of  my  own  eyes.  I  believe  that  hon- 
orable members  on  the  other  side  spoke  in 
ignorance  of  the  facts.  I  do  not  think  that 
they  attempted  to  wilfully  mislead  the 
C<xnmittee. 

Mr.  Rexd, — If  the  le&der  oi  the  Opposi- 
tion did  that,  be  could  not  tiave  known  of 
the  arrangement  which-  was  made.  I  am 
sure  that  he  would  not  do  it  deliberately. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Here  is  my  authority 
for  correcting  the  statements  of  honorable 
members  opp(»ite,  and  if  they  can  show  me 
that  it  is  wrong,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 

accept  their  disproof. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[10.44].  —  The  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie  has,  I  legret  to  say,  stated  a 
fact  in  such  a  way  as  to  mislead  the  Com- 
mittee. He  has  referred  to  the  statement 
in  Hansard  as  if  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion had  first  piaposed  to  make  this  r^uc- 
tion. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  did  not  say  sa  .  Who 
is  misleading  the  Committee? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK— Who  made  the 
first  proposal  in  the  Senate — 3.  member  of 
the  Opposition  or  the  leader  of  the  Govern- 
ment ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  !  Honorable 
members  will  see  that  if  I  allow  this  dis- 
cussion of  what  took  place  in  the  Senate 
to  continue,  there  can  be  no  finality.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  was  rather  lax  in  allowing  the 
honorable  member  for  Parramatta  to  make 
the  statement  originally.  "  It  has  been  re- 
plied to.  and  I  think  it  is  ohly  fair  that 
this  discussion  should  now  be  dropped. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  has  challenged  the  statement  which 
I  made  here.  ...^.,|,> 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— I  think  I  was 
rather  lax  in  allowing  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  go  so  far  as  I  did  vhen  he  made 
his  original  statement;  but  it  is  only  right 
that  I  should  prevent  this  discussion  from 
proceeding  any  farther. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Perhaps,  sir, 
you  will  permit  me  to  say  that  my  State- 
ment still  stands  intact,  that  in  no  instance 
did  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  elsewhere 
propose  a  departure  fnxn  any  ocxnpromise 
whidi  had  been  arrived  at- here. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  never  said  that  he  did. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Then  it  is  all 
right. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  only  said  that  he  voted 
for  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— Of  course,  he 
voted  for  the  proposal  after  he  had  been 
put  in  such  a  position  that  he  was  ockd- 
pelled  to  vote  for  it  by  the  Government 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  may  wdl  laugh  in  his  sleeve. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— The  honorable 
gentleman  is  resorting  to  his  usual  bluff. 
It  would  take  a  great  deal  of  bluff  to  cover 
up  his  positi<Hi.  There  has  never  been  a 
more  disgraceful  exhibition  than  he  has 
given  to  Siis  Committee  in  connexicxi  with 
this  it«n.  The  honorable  member  for 
I^anecoorie  had  better  study  the  report 
of  the  proceedings  elsewhere  a  little  more 
before  he  brings  up  the  matter  again  in  this 
Oiamber. 

Questicm — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment, making  the  duties  on  item  170,  para- 
graph A,  "  Manufactures  of  Metals  n.e.i," 
(General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ;  (United 
Kingdfxn),  35  per  cent,  be  made — put. 

The  0»nmittee  divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


22 
18 


Majority 


Ates. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austia 
Cook,  Hume 
Cooo,  J. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom.  L.  E. 
Mall,  D.  R. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
O'Halley,  King 


Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson.  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  1>. 
Webster.  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 

Tellers 
Hutchison.  ). 
Wise,  G.  H. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
AtkiosoD,  L. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Glynn.  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Liddell,  F. 


;N0B8. 

Livingston,  J. 
Poynton,  A. 
lieid,  G.  H. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
WUlis.  Henry 

Tfllers  ■ 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 


FAUtS. 


Cook,  Joseph' 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Hoghes,  W.  M. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Thomas,  " 
Fowler, 
Hahon, 
Edwards,  R. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Frazer.  C.  E. 


an  raw 
M.  J. 

r,  f.  M. 

1,  k. 


Deakin,  A. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Bamford,  F.  W. 
McDougall,  J.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
CaUs,  J.  H. 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Batcbelor,  E.  L. 
Fisher,  A. 
Manger,  S. 
Page.  J. 

Question  so  resdved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  made. 
Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Pairs  m  Committee. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  Home  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  KELLY.  (Wentworth)  [10.55].— I 
do  not  know  whether  I  should  be  in  order 
in  referring  at  thf&  stage  to  a  question 
that  arose  in  Committee  in  regard  to  "  pair- 
ing "  in  order  that  I  might  make  something 
in  the  nature  of  a  personal  explanatiwi  

Mr.  Johnson. — And  a  protest. 

Mr.  KELLY.— And  a  protest. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honorable 
member  desires  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion he  is  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  think  that  my  remarks 
would  be  more  in  the  nature  of  a  protest. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  could  not  allow 
that,  because  the  proceedings  in  C«nmittee 
have  not  yet  been  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  presume  that  I  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  make  a  protest  in  Com- 
mittee to-morrow? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— In  Committee  the 
Chairman  will  give  his  ruling,  and  if  he 
lules  in  favour  of  the  h(Miorable  member, 
he  will  then  be  able  to  do  what  he  desires. 

Questicxi  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

House  adis(p?g^b?G<3C^e 
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?i)ousc  of  i\rpicsrntatibrs. 

Thursday,  30  April,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  2.30  p.m., 
and  read  prayers. 

PETITION. 

Mr.  TUDOR  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Electrical  TrEides  Union  of  New  South 
Wales  and  the  Electrical  Wiremen's  Union 
of  Victoria,  praying  the  House  to  retain  the 
3uties  on  electrical  appliances  already 
passed. 

Petition  received. 

TRANSFER  OF  STATES  DEBTS. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Is  it  a  fact, 
as  reported  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
Prime  Minister  is  preparing  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  Premiers'  Conference  a  scheme 
for  the  taking  over  of  the  debts  of  the 
States,  and  that  before  presenting  it  he 
intends  to  explain  it  to  Parliament? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  scheme  will  be 
laid  before  Parliament  before  presentaticm 
to  the  C<Kiiferen(»? 

Mr.  Henry  Willis.— For  discussion? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  will  be  for  the 
House  to  decide. 

PAPERS. 

MINISTERS  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  papers — 

The  Lone  Hand  Magazine — CorreBpondence 
as  to  writtDg  and  publishing  an  illustrated  ar- 
ticle dealing  with  general  Australian  pxospects, 
and  as  to  purchase  of  Copies,  &c.,  by  the  Com- 
monwealth Government. 

Excise  Act  iQoi  and  Excise  Tariff  1906 — Can- 
cellation of  Provisional  Kegutations  made  on 
2gth  March,  1907 — Statutory  Rules  1908,  No. 

SIZE  OF  GRAIN  BAGS. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON.— Has  the  Minister 
of  Trade  and  Customs  read  the  following 
resolution  carried  at  the  Premiers'  Cttifer- 
ence  yesterday  ? — 

(i)  That  the  regulation  of  the  size  of  corn- 
sacks  is  primarily  a  matter  of  State  concern, 
nnd  joint  legislation  is  desirable.  (3)  That 
this  Conference  agrees  to  contribute  fer  eafita 
to  the  cost  of  any  action  it  may  be  thought 
desirable  to  institute  on  the  part  of  any  State 
to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  Common- 
wealth proclamation. 

In  view  of  that  resolutitm,  will  he  consider 
the  advisability  of  withholding  the  pro- 
clamation until  the  question  is  settled? 


Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— I  do  not 
propose  to  withdraw  the  proclamation,  and 
am  pleased  that  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference are  agreed  that  there  should  be  a 
reduction  in  the  size  of  these  bags. 

NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Mr.  JOHN  THOMSON.  —  Has  the 

Prime  Minister  read  the  paragraph  in  to- 
day's Argus,  purporting  to  be  a  telegram 
from  Sydney,  to  the  effect  that  the  British 
residents  in  the  islands  of  the  New 
Hebrides  are  complaining  of  the  way  in 
which  their  interests  are  neglected,  and 
that  they  allege  that  the  interests  of  the 
French  residents  are  much  better  attended 
to?  It  is  further  stated  that  they  propose 
to  hold  an  indignation  meeting,  and  to  ask 
for  some  mitigation  of  the  difiiculties  under 
which  they  labour.  Does  the  Prime  Min- 
ister intend  to  take  steps  to  bring  about 
a  better  condition  of  things? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  I  read  the  telegram, 
but  have  no  knowledge  of  its  accuracy. 
The  CommcHiwealth  is  not  responsible  for 
what  has  occurred  in  the  New  Hebrides. 
We  protested  against  the  terms  of  the  dual 
control,  and  recently,  on  hearing  that  the 
French  Government  had  appointed  a  re- 
presentative, and  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  not  made  a  similar  appointment, 
cabled  to  the  Colonial  Office,  pointing  out 
that  British  settlers  were  under  disability 
by  reason  oT  the  activity  of  the  French 
official  and  the  absence  of  a  British  repre- 
sentative. A  reply  was  received  about  six 
weeks  ago  that  the  British  appointment 
would  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am 
not  aware  that  an  appointment  has  yet  been 
made,  although  the  newspapers  have  since 
reported  that  minor  positions  have  been 
filled  with  Frenchmen.  As  to  the  truth  of 
that  statement  I  have  no  knowledge,  but  if, 
on  inquiry,  it  proves  correct,  I.  shall  again 
communicate  with  the  Britidi  Government, 
which  has  chosen  this  form  of  adminis- 
tration, but,  for  rea5(Hts  which  may  be 
good,  though  unknown  to  us,  has  not 
exercised  the  powers  it  possesses  under  the 
joint  agreement. 

ARTILLERY  PRACTICE  AT 
NAIRNE. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Has  the  Minister 
of  Defence  seen  the  very  full  and  detailed 
account  in  the  Sout/t  Australian  Register 
of  the  artillery  practice  at  the  recent  en- 
campment at  Nairne,  in  which  it  is  alleged 
that  live  shell  wagjji^g^^fc^i©oi@gteffend. 
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ing  persOTS  in  the  neighbourhood  narrowly 
.  escaped  annihilati<xi  ?   If  so,  wilt  he  cause 
a  s^iching  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
cause  of  this  extraordinary  tccurrence? 

Mr.  EWING.— On  reading  the  state- 
ment referred'  to,  T  asked  for  full  par- 
ticulars, and  shall  inform  the  House  of 
the  result,  as  soon  as  replies  are  obtained. 

T£LEGRAPH  WIRE. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.  —  I  wish  to 
know  fran  the  Minister  representing  the 
Postmaster-General  whether  the  Govern- 
ment imported  a  large  .quantity  of  tele- 
graph wire  which  was  condemned  by  the 
responsible  crflicers  of  his  Departmfflit,  and 
sold  at  aucticm  at  a  great  loss  to  the  Com- 
monwealth ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  know  nothing 
of  the  matter,  but  shall  make  inquiries,  and 
infonn  the  honcvable  member,  perhaps  to- 
morrow. 

CANCELLED  MAIL  CONTRACT. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Is  it  a  fact,  as  re- 
ported in  the  newspapers  some  time  »noe, 
that  the  Government  is  endeavouring  to 
obtain  ;£2SO,ooo  or  ;£3oo,ooo  from 
Messrs.  James  Laing  and  Co.,  as  damages 
for  the  non-fulfilment  of  their  ccmtract? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— If  the  honorable 
member  will  give  notice  of  the  question 
for  to-morrow,  I  ^11  then  obtain  a  speci- 
fic answer. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Has  the  Treasurer  re- 
ceived the  ;£25,ooo  guaranteed  by  the 
bond  given  by  Messrs.  James  Laing  and 
Ca? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  money 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

Mr.  Fisher. — The  matter  will  soon  be 
no  longer  a  joke. 

Mr.  Reid. — What  will  the  Treasurer 
takei  for  the  chance  of  recovering  the 
money? 

•  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Twenty  shil- 
lings in  the  ^i.  The  matter  is  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  Crown  Law  officers. 

Mr.  Thouas. — Then  the  money  has  not 
been  paid  yet? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

SINGLETON  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  of  Defence  &  question,  without 
notice,  relating  to  the  rifle  range  recently 


opened  at  Gxnbo,  in  the  Singleton  district. 
1  desire  to  know  whether  the  Minister  will 
take  steps  to  have  the  range  ccmpleted,  a 
full  number  of  targets  erected,  with  a 
shelter  shed,  and  a  telephwie  exchange,  as 
prcnnised,  for  the  convenience  of  those  who 
use  the  range? 

Mr.  EWING. — Ev^  improvemoit,  and 
all  that  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  those  who  use  the  Combo 
range,  will  be  provided.  I  will  look  into 
the  matter  at  c»ice,  and  inform  the  hon- 
orable member  a  little  latex  oh  as  to  what 
h  being  done. 

BUFFALO  HILL  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  also  should 
like  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Defence  a  ques- 
ticm,  without  notice,  about  another  rifie 
range — not  one  that  has  recently  been 
opened,  but  one  that  has  been  closed. 
I  allude  to  the  Buffalo  Hill  range.  Has 
anything  been  done  in  regard  to  that  matter 
yet? 

Mr.  EWING.— I  think  I  informed  the 
honorable  member  some  time  ago  that  an 
oflicer  was  sent  up  from  head-quarters 
especially  to  look  into  the  matter  to  whkdi 
he  has  referred. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  was  a  m«itb 
ago. 

Mr.  EWING. — Singularly  enough— it 
shows  how  great  minds  run  in  grooves — it 
struck  me  to-day  that  I  had  not  heard,  any- 
thing more  about  the  matter.  Therefore, 
I  sent  down  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment only  an  hour  or  so  ago,  asking  him 
how  things  stood  in  reference  to  the  range. 
I  will  furnish  the  honorable  member  with 
information  in  regard  to  it,  I  hope,  to- 
morrow. 

DRAWBACK  ON  EXCISE  SUGAR. 

Mr.  MAHON  asked  the  Treasurer,  upon 
notice — 

1.  If  no  drawback  of  duty  had  been  paid  or 
was  in  contemplation  of  bein^  paid  on  Excise 
sugar  exported  from  Australia,  will  he  explain 
the  object  of  the  statement  of  the  Comptroller* 
General  of  Customs,  in  October  last,  that  "» 
drawback  of  duty  is  allowed"  on  Excise  ngar 
exported  from  Auitralia? 

2.  Referring  to  the  Treasurer's  latest  admis- 
sion that  the  regulation  of  latfa  March  last  was 
issued  io  anticipation  of  claims  being  made  for 
drawback  of  duty  on  Excise  sugar,  will  he  deny 
that  the  operation  of  the  Excise  duty,  bounty  to 
white  growers,  and  [^ft^^«^0<9gh?«8«^» 
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Excise  sugar  exported,  will  be  that  disclosed  by 
Mr.  MahoD's  question  on  i5tb  inst.,  namely  : — 

Per  ton. 

£  ».  d. 

Bounty  to  white  growers,  paid 
by  Goverament      ...         ...  300 

Drawback  paid  by  GovemmeDt 
on  exports  cootainiag  Excise 
sugar         ...         ...         ...  400 

£7 


Per  ton. 
£  »'  d. 

Excise  duty  receiTcd  by  (3o- 

▼emment  •••         >••  400 

Net  loss  to  Gorerameat        ...  300 

■  £700 

3.  Referring  to  the  third  paragraph  of  Mr. 
Mahon's  question  on  a4th  inst.>  vis. 

3.  If  drawback  is  paid  on  Excise  sugar  sent 
abroad  for  consumption  will  not  the  re- 
sults of  luch  payment  be — 

(s)  That  the  Treasi^y  will  have  paid 
away  in  bounty  and  in  draw- 
back £2  P^^        more  than  it 
has  received  from  Excise;  and 
{i)  That  the  Australian  people  will 
have  been   taxed   in   order  to 
provide     cheap     beer,  jamsj 
jellies,     &c.,    for  foreigners, 
though  themselves   paying  the 
full   Australian   market  price 
for  these  commoditiet — 
does  he  consider  it  relevant  or  proper  to  evade 
the  specific  queries  put  to  him,  and  ofFer,  as 
reply,  a  verbose  explanation  of  the  policy  of 
the  Commonwealth    and    the    object   of  the 
bounty,  as  to  which  honorable  members  are  sup- 
posed to  be  fully  informed.     And  will  he  now 
give  explicit   answers  to  the  foregoing  qneu 
tions? 

4.  Does  the  Treasurer  adhere  to  his  answer 
on  15th  inst.  that  *'  authority  for  the  payment 
of  bounty  on  sugar  exported  from  Australia"  is 
provided  for  in  the  Constitution  Act;  and,  if 
SO)  will  'he  name  the  section  of  the  Act  which 
entitles  him  to  pay,  on  his  Own  motion  and  with* 
out  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  a  bounty  on  ex- 
ported sugar  such  as  the  regulation  of  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  dated  12th  March,  1908, 
makes  provision  for? 

5.  Can  he  see  his  way  to  supply  an  explicit 
answer  to  the  following  questions :— • 

(a)  Whether  any  other  product  except  sugar 
(or  articles  of  which  sugar  is  a  com- 
ponent part)  is  the  subject  of  a  regu- 
lation which  contemplates  the  pay- 
ment of  bounty  on  export  wititout 
parliamentary   authority  ? 

t&)  If  he  considered  that  local  sugar,  when 
exported,  was  entitled  to  1w  asusted 
by  bounty,  why  did  he  not  include 
that  commodity  in  the  measure  re- 
centlv  before  this  House  which  ap- 
propriates revenue  for  the  payment 
of  bounties? 

Sir  WILIJAM  LYNE.— The  answers  to 
the  honorable  member's  questions  are  as 
follows — 

I.  The  words  quoted  merely  indicate  that 
[irovision  has  been  made  in  the  manner  autho- 


rized by  the  Statute,  to  enable  drawback  to  be 
paid,  being  part  of  the  general  scheme  of 
drawback.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  drawbadc  has 
been  paid  under  the  regulation  on  sugar  ex- 
ported as  such,  that  is,  not  in  munfactures  of 
canned  fruit,  ftc. 

3.  It  is  not  considered  that  the  amount  paid 
as  bounty  can,  without  confusion  of  thought,  be 
used  in  a  statement  of  debits  and  crefnts,  of 
which  the  other  items  are  Excise  and  drawback. 

Parliament  has,  by  Statute,  directed  that 
bountv  be  paid  if  white  labour  is  employed, 
and  certain  other  conditions  are  observed. 

As  no  payment  is  made  without  proof  that 
the  object  of  the  Statute  has  been  attained,  it 
cannot  be  admitted  that  such  payment  results 
in  a  loss  to  the  Commonwealth. 

3.  See  answer  to  No.  a. 

4.  As  already  stated,  there  is  no  snch  thing 
as  a  bounty  on  exported  sugar.  The  regula- 
tion referred  to  is  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  Excise  Act  igoi. 

5.  No  regulation  is,  or  can  be,  made  without 
statutory  anthcrity. 

CELUn-OID. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the  Min- 
ister of  Trade  and  Custcxns,  upon  notice — 

I.  Is  it  correct,  as  reported  in  the  public 
press,  that  he  is  considering  the  advisablenesi 
of  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain  cello- 
loid  articles  of  manufacture;  and,  if  so,  irhat 
are  the  special  articles  it  is  proposed  ^us  to 
deal  with? 

a.  What  are  the  reasons   for   this  proposed 

action  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  The 
answers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tiwis  are  as  follow — ■ 

t.  Yes.  I  have  had  this  matter  under  con* 
sideration,  and  am  obtaining  samples  of  all 
celluloid  material  used  for  human  wear. 

3.  Samples  of  celluloid  eye  shades  have  been 
lirought  under  my  notice,  which  are  undoubtedly 
of  a  highly  inflammable  and  dangerous  nature, 
and  most  undesirable,  in  my  opinion,  for  the 
purpose  intended. 

COMMONWEALTH  NEWSPAPER. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  asked  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, upon  notice — 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  inadequate,  biued. 

and    unreliable    reports   and   comments   by  the 
press  in  general  on  the  doings  of  Parliament, 
througliout  Australia,  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Com- 
monwealth newspaper,  and,  to  that  end,  grant 
an  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining— 
{a]  The   possibility    of    establishti^  gndk 
newspaper,  to  specially  convey  to  the 
public  an  accurate  and  fair  report  of 
the   doings  of   the   people's  Parlia- 
ments? 

(^}  The  feasibility  of  publishing  all  Acts  of 
Parliament  passed  from  time  to  time, 
or  a  readable  synopsis  of  same;  aiso, 
all  Government  advertisements  and 
announcements  in  a  more  readable 
form  than  those  f r*  P">y?t  l9t^***^*^'C 
in  the  "■ 


CommonweaUh  Ntuapaper.    [30  April,  x9<^-]      Customs  Tariff  BUI.  10703 


{e)  The  practicability  of  lecaring  united 
action  between  the  States  and  Com* 
monwealth  Governments  to  ntilixe 
said  paper  as  their  advertising  me- 
dium ;  also  to  place  before  the  people 
such  matters  as  the  said  Parliaments - 
'  may  deem  advantageous  to  the  public' 
interest? 

{d)  The  desirability  of  publishing  in  such 
newspaper  cablegrams  and  telegraphic 
news,  being  statements  of  fact  re- 
lating to  events  transpiring  within  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  Empire  and 
the  world  in  general,  which  are  of  in- 
terest and  importance  to  the  people 
of  the  Commonwealth? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  not  aware  of  any 
alteration  in  the  usual  attitude  of  the  press 
generally  towards  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Webster. — It  is  too  usual. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Although  the  honorable 
member  has  suggested  in  his  questions  a 
number  of  considerations,  he  has  omitted 
cne  or  two  others,  of,  perhaps,  almost  equal 
importance.  For  instance,  he  has  omitted 
to  mention  the  place  of  publicatim,  which, 
I  assume,  would  be  the  future  Federal 
Capital. 

Mr.   Austin  Chapman.— Dalgety,  of 

course ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  prospects  of  circu- 
lation for  a  newspaper  there  would  be,  for 
some  time,  limited.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber is  .of  a  very  inquiring  disposition,  and 
I  sbotu3  be  glad  if,  imder  these  circum- 
BtanceSf  I  could  gratify  hita;  but  ft  ap- 
pears to  me  that  at  present  we  have  a  suffi- 
doKy  of  matters  on  hand,  into  which  we 
are  making  researches,  witi^out  touching  a 
very  difficult  and  tenuous  subject  of  mis 
character. 

Mr.  Webster. — Something  will  have  to 

be  dwie.  ,  - 

Mr.  Reid.— I  think  tliat  special  articles 
orcasibnally  are  more  remunerative. 

CUSTOMS  ADMINISTRATION, 
PORT  ADELAIDE. 

Mr.  GLVNN  asked  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  ufon  notice — 

1.  Is  the  number  of  Customs  ofiScers,  tem- 

Krary  and  permanent,  employed  at  Port  Ade- 
ide  now  greater  in  proportion  to  the  business 
done,  and  are  entries  and  clearances  now  less 
expeditiously  made  and  effected  tlun  before 
the  Department  came  under  the  contVoI  of  tfie 
Commonwealth  ? 

2.  Are  the  checking  and  approving  of  entries, 
or  entries  and  invoices,  in  Sydney  done  at  one 
place,  namely,  the  Customs  House,  and  in  Port 
Adelaide  tft  whatever  place  the  particular  ship 
happens  to  be  moored.  'Which  system,  Uie 
Sydney  or  the  Port  Adelaide  one,  works  the 
more  expeditiously,  and,  tested  by  complaints 
and  requests  for  alterations,  which  seemi  to 


give  the  least  satisfaction  to  importen  and 
agents? 

3.  Is  there  any,  and,  if  any,  what  substantial 
objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  Sydney  system 
of  a  central  office  at  Port  Adelaide,  and  to 
granting  the  request  of  the  agttti  and  im- 
porters  of  Sontii  Australia  that  entries  may  be 
checked  and  approved  of  before  the  nrrivu  of 
the  vessel? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The 
answers  to  the  honorable  member's  ques- 
tions are  as  follow — 

t.  With  the  addition  of  three  officers  about  to 
be  appointed,  the  landing  staff  will  be  nearly 
double  that  engaged  prior  to  Federation.  There 
is  now  a  more  strict  supervision  and  greater 
vigilance  on  Ae  part  of  the  officers.  Hut 
necessitates  a  more  precise  observance  of  the 
Customs  requirements,  and  it  is  not  considered 
there  is  any  less  expedition  in  the  delivery  of 
goods. 

3.  The  checking  of  invoices  and  entries  takes 
place  at  Sydney  at  the  Customs  House  and  at 
Port  Adelaide  at  the  wharfs.  There  have 
been  complaints  as  to  the  latter  meUiod,  bnt  it 
is  considered,  with  the  further  additions  to  the 
staff,  any  cause  for  such  comp,laiati  will  be  re- 
moved. 

3.  T  desire  to  have  further  experience  of  the 
methods  in  vogue  at  present  at  Port  Adelaide 
before  expressing  an  opinion  as  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  any  alteration  as  suggested.  I 
may  add,  however,  that  'facilities  are  already 
Afforded  for  the  .examination  of  entry  and  in- 
voice  before  report  of  vessels. 

SUPPLY  {Format}. 

Questi6n — That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chaii,  and  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  Supply — 
resolved  in  the  negative. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

2n  Committee  (Cwisideration  of  Senate's 
requests  resumed  from  29tb  April,  mde 

page  10699) : 

Item  170.    (a)  Manufactures  of  Metal.   .    .  . 
Request.— Ukwn    the    following    new  para- 
graph : — 

"(aa)  Manganese  or  Chrome  Steel  Parts, 
viz.  : — Parts  made  of  steet  containing 
Chromium  or  not  less  than  7  per  cent, 
of  Manganese,  which  are  used  in 
grinding,  crushing,  or  pulverising 
machinery,  and  come  in  contact  wiu 
the  material  grotmd,  crushed,  or.  pul- 
verized, free." 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wcntworth)  [2.46].— I 
wish  to  make  a  perscmal  explanation  with 
regard  to  a  matter  which  occurred  yester- 
d£.y.  I  regret  having  to  do  so,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  a  mere  statement  of  the  facts 
may  assist  honorable  members  on  similar 
occasions  in  the  future.  ^Yesterdav,  since 
there  was  to  be  i%itdivisi«p(dOfiE€extain 
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item,  as  to  which  the  voting  was  likely  to 
be  very  close,  the  whipping  was — some- 
what naturally — expected  to  be  keen. 
What  occurred,  according  to  my  own  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances,  was  briefly 
this.  I  state  the  facts  without  OKnment 
to  the  C«nmittee.  I  do  not  think  that 
oxnment  is  necessary.  COTaparatively 
early  in  the  debate  the  hcmorable  memben: 
for  Barker  approached  me  and  said  that 
he  had  been  asked  to  pair  with  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Herbert.  He  asked 
me  whether  I  was  agreeable,  and 
what  I  thought  about  it.  I  said 
that  if  the  honorable  member  fix  Her- 
bert reqmred  a  pair  there  were  seve- 
ral honorable  members  whcra  he  could 
get  to  pair  with.  I  made  inquiries,  and 
found  tfiat  the  honorable  member  for  Her- 
bert and  the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney  were  paired  for  the  day — the  hon- 
orable member  for  Herbert  for  the  higher 
duties,  and  the  honorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  for  the  lower  duties.  I  then 
saw  the  Government  Whip,  and  I  was  as- 
sured by  him  that  the  hwiorable  member  for 
West  Sydney  was  with  the  Government  on 
that  division,  and  that,  in  consequenoe,  it 
was  necessary  to  break  the  honorable  member 
for  Herbert's  pair  with  him.  I  tKen  found 
that,  on  the  strength  of  that  assurance,  yet 
another  honorable  member,  the  libn- 
orable  member  for  Barrier,  was  giving  a 
pair  to  the  honwable  member  for  Herbert 
for  that  particular  division.  I  then  fcHtu- 
nately — ^very  fortimateiy — met  the  honor- 
able member  for  West  Sydney,  who  unex- 
pectedly had  returned  to  the  precincts  of 
the  House,  and  I  learnt  from  him  that  he 
was  firmly  in  favour  of  the  lower  duties, 
in  spite  of  what  the  Government  Whip  had 
told  me  and  other  hmOTable  members  when 
he  was  trying  to  grt  an  additicHial  pair  for 
the  honorable  member  fm  Herbert.  I  then 
took  the  step  which  I  think  was  only  a  rea- 
sonable step  to  take,  of  informing  h{xior- 
able  members  who  would  be  expected  to 
vote  for  lower  duties  that  a  certain  amount 
of  manoeuvring — I  use  the  word  in  its 
mildest  sense — was  going  on  with  reference 
to  pairs,  and  that  they  must  be  on  their 
guard.  I  made  out  what  I  considered  to  be 
a  fair  list  of  pairs  for  those  absent  fmn 
the  Chamber,  and  I  went  and  saw  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Yarra  in  reference  to  the 
matter,  as  I  had  understood  that  he  had 
hem  intrusted  with  the  whipping  for  the 
Government  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Tudor. — No,  the  whipping  for  my 
own  party,  which  is  more  impOTtant. 
Mr.  Kelly. 


Mr.  Reid. — ^Hear,«hear. 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  do  not  want  to  go  into 
the  subject  as  to  whether  the  Govemmrait 
is  included  in  the  honorable  member's 
party.  That  is  outside  the  scope  of  my 
explanation.  But  all  yesterday,  and  on  the 
previous  day,  I  had  been  fixing  up  the  pair 
lists  with  the  honorable  member  for  Yarra, 
and  I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  alteration 
of  this  system.  I  read  out  a  pair  list  to  the 
the  hcmorable  member,  and  he  had  do 
objection  to  offer  to  it.  In  that  pair  list 
the  honorable  member  for  Wannon  was 
paired  with  the  b(xu»:able  memb^  for 
Echuca.  When  the  divisicm  was  taken, 
however,  I  found  that  the  hcniOTable  mem- 
ber fcM-  Calare  stood  out — as  I  understood, 
at  the  instance  t)f  the  Government  Whip —  ' 
being  under  the  impressiwi  that  he  was 
paired  with  the  honorable  member  for  Wan- 
non. So  that,  in  two  instances  yesterday, 
we  found  one  honorable  member  paired 
with  two  others  on  a  division  where 
the  numbers  were  expected  to  be 
cl<»e.  The  Treasurer  may  express 
amusement  at  this  kind  of  thing;  but 
if  these  tactics  are  to  be  pursued  in  future, 
^e  (Hily  safeguard  that  an  h(»x>rable  man 
will  have  in  this  Chamber  will  be  to  agn 
his  own  name  in  the  pair-book. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK  (Bourke— Honorary 
Minister)  [2.50]. — As  my  name  has  been 
imported  into  this  discussion,  I  may,  per- 
haps, be  permitted  to  make  a  personal  ex- 
planatitxi,  especially  as  "the  hondrable 
member  for  Wentworth  seems  to  have  in- 
sinuated that  something  which  I  did  yester- 
day was  improper  or  unfair. 

Mr.  Kelly.— I  say  that  it  was  improper 
and  imfair. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  think  that  I 
shall  be  able  to  convince  the  Committee 
that  the  honorable  member  for  WentworA 
is  a  very  capable  judge  of  what  is  unfair 
and  improper.  Difficulties  in  regard  to 
paiirs  arise  only  in  connexion  with  the 
TariiT,  and  they  are  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  honorable  members  often  decide  to 
vote  in  a  way  that  is  unexpected. 

Mr.  Kelly. — That  was  the  position  in 
regard  to  the  hraiorable  member  fw  West 
Sydney. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— By  way  of  illus- 
trati<xi,  I  might  explain  that  quite  a  number 
of  honorable  members  of  the  Opposition, 
who  generally  vote  for  low  duties,  will 
sometimes  vote  for  a  fairly  high'  duty,  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  a  revenue  impost',  and 
as  such  is  of  special  importance  to  Tas- 
mania or  QueeoMs®di)y  vjOOQIC 
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Mr.  Reid.— What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  pairing? 

Ut.  HUME  COOK.— It  has  everything 
to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  whips  should  proceed 
on  direct  authority. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  did  not  inter- 
rupt the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
and  I  trust  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion will  not  interrupt  me.  As  an  instance 
of  what  sometimes  occurs,  it  was  suggested 
the  day  before  yesterday  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Denison  should  be  paired  in 
opposition  to  the  way  in  which  every  other 
representative  of  Tasmania  was  votii^.  I 
kiww  that  it  would  be  vrrong  to  so  pair 
him. 

Mr.  Kelly. — When  (that  was  pointed 
out  to  me  I  was  the  first  to  say  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  so  paired. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— And  wHen  the 
matter  to  which  the  h«iorable  member  has 
referred  was  pointed  out  to  me  I  was  the 
first  to  agree  that  what  the  honorable  mem- 
ber propped  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Kelly. — When  the  homxable  mem- 
ber for  West  Sydney  came  back  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.  —  No;  before. 
Again,  honorable  members  in  the  Oppo- 
sition comer  almost  invariably  vote  with 
the  Government  in  support  of  protective 
duties.  As  to  the  particular  incident  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  I  was  in- 
formed during  the  course  of  the  evening 
that  the  chances  were  that  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Sydney  would  vote  with 
us  on  the  item  then  under  discussi(»i. 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  honorable  member  for 
Boixrke  told  me  that  the  hcxiorable  monber 
for  West  Sydney  would  ^vote  with  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  was  informed 
that  the  honorable  member  would  vote  with 
us,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  voted 
with  us  in  support  of  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  might  consider 
fairlv  high  duties.  When  I  apprised  the 
honorable  member  for  Wentworth  of  my 
information,  he  asshred  me  that  it  was  in- 
correct. I  immediately  consulted  with  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle,  and, 
learning  from  him  that  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  West  Sydney  had  determined  to 
vote  for  the  low  duties  proposed  in  ccm- 
nexicffi  With,  the  item  in  question,  I  said  at 
CHice  that  the  pair  must  stand. 

Mr.  Kellv. — That  was  after  the  honor- 
able naember  for  West  Sydney  had  re- 
turned. 


Mr.  HUME  COOK.— It  was  before 
his  return.  -In  addition  to  that,  I  had  told 
the  honwable  member  fc»-  Calare,  whose 
name  has  also  been  mentioned,  that  I  would 
not  ask  him  for  a  pair  for  the  honorable 
member  for  West  Sydney  if  some  other 
pair  could  be  obtained,  and  that  in  any 
case,  I  should  not  ask  him  if  the  hcHiorable 
member  for  West  Sydney  were  voting  as  he 
proposed  to  do.  When,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  I 
asked  the  honorable  member  for  Calare  for 
a  pair  for  the  honcvable  member  for  Wan- 
non,  he  said,  "  No,  I  shall  not  give  you  a 
pair,  because  your  party  has  refused  to  give 
Mr.  Fowler—the  luxuvable  member  fos 
Perth — a  pair.  If  you  will  give  Mr. 
Fowler  a  pair,  then  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
pair  with  the  honorable  member  for  Wan- 
non."  I  replied  that  I  had  ncrt  refused 
any  one  a  pair,  and  the  hcmorable  member 
said  that,  in  those  circiunstances,  he  would 
give  me  the  pair  for  which  I  asked.  I 
immediately  agreed  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Perth  should  have  a  pair,  and 
one  has  been  found  for  him.  Every  pair 
ioT  which  I  was  asked  in  connexim  with 
the  division  in  questicxi  was  given. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — ^Were  there  any 
double  pairs? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— There  was  no 
double  pairing. 

Mr.  Kelly. — How  many  were  un- 
paired ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— There  were  seven. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Would  the  honcvable  mem- 
ber pair  them  up  ? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Two  of  these 
were  m^bers  of  the  Opposition,  and  had 
the  h(»i<»able  member  for  Wentworth  asked 
me  f<Nr  pairs  for  them,  he  would  have  got 
them. 

Mr.  Kelly. — -That  would  have  been 
something  very  new. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — As  on  Friday? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth  would  have  been 
given  pairs,  as  he  has  heen  whenever  he  has 
asked  for  them.  No  pair  has  ever  been  re- 
fused by  me  to  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Rubbish  ! 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Does  the  honor- 
able member  sugg^t  that  I  am  not  telling 
the  truth? 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  say  that  the  honorable 

member's  statement  is  not  accurate. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  challenge  the 
honorable  member  to  prove  that  a  member 
of  the  Oppositi(Hi  has  ever;  been  refused  a 
pair  when  I  hawgibemy&sk^Q^e&e  him 
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one.  What  I  have  challenged  U  the  fi^ht 
of-  the  honorable  member  U>  arrange  pairs 
for  honwable  members  who  are  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Oppo^tion,  and  who  usually 
vote  with  us.  If  the  two  members  of  the 
Opposition  who  were  unpaired  last  night 
had  sought  pairs,  they  would  have  obtained 
them.  The  others  must  speak  for  them- 
selves, for  the  Opposition  Whip  hais  no 
authority  to  pair  them,  and  I  have  none. 

The  CftAIRMAN.— I  have  allowed  the 
Government  Whip  and  the  Opposition  Whip 
to  make  a  personal  explanatiwi,  and  if 
others  whose  names  have  been  mentioned 
desire  to  do  so,  I  must  ask  them  to  confine 
their  remarks  strictly  to  the  points  that 
have  been  raised. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [2.55].— As 
my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  connexion 
with  this  matter  I  should  like  to  explain 
that  the  honorable  member  for  Went- 
worth's  statement  in  regard  to  my  pairing 
with  the  honorable  member  for  West 
Sydney  is  not  quite  aocurate.  It  is  true 
that  I  paired  with  him,  but  not  for  the 
whole  sitting. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Then  I  at  (Mice  withdraw 
the  statement.  I  was  told  that  the  honor- 
able member  had  paired  with  him  for  the 
day.  •  ■ 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber  for  West  Sydney  and  I  were  paired 
until  only  6.30  p.m. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Then  I  was,  the  man 
who  was  misinformed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[2.56]. — I  wish  to  explain  that  I  was  in 
attendance  during  the  whole  of  the  sitting 
last  night,  and  took  part  in  the  debate  to 
which  reference  has  been  made.  During 
the  afternoon  I  was  asked  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie  to  pair  with  him 
for  a  specified  time,  in  order  that  he  might 
transact  some  business  outside  the  House. 
I  agreed  to  do  so,  and  a  division  was  taken 
durint;  his  absence.  Later  on  th?  Opposi- 
tion Whip  spoke  to  me  about  a  pair  for  the 
honorable  member  for  Perth,  who  is  out 
of  the  State,  and  I  said  that  I  would 
endeavour  to  secure  one  for  him.  Sub- 
sequently the  Government  Whip  asked  me 
for  a  pair  for  the  hcmorable  member  for 
Wannon,  who,  like  the  honorable  member 
for  Perth,  is  a  member  of  my  party,  and 
I  informed  hirn  that  if  he  could  find  a 
pair  for  the  hcmorable  member  for  Perth, 
I  would  give  him  a  pair  for  the  other 
member  of  my  party,  although  I  certainly 
was  not  anxious  to  pair. 


Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [2.58].  —  As  my 
name  has  been  mentioned  I  should  like 
to  say  that  I  have  acted  as  Whip  for  the 
Labour  Party  »nce  the  incepticHi  of  the 
Parliament,  and  that  I  have  never  had  a 
complaint  from  any  member  of  my  party 
as  to  the  way  in  which  they  have  been 
paired.  I  have  always  dwie  my  best  to 
agree  with  the  Government  Whip  and  the 
Opposition  Whip,  and  have  had  no  trouble 
with  any  cme. 

Mr.  Kelly.  —  I  certainly  have  had  no 
trouble  with  the  hcxiorable  member. 

Mr.  TUDOR.  —  I  think  that  I  have 
been  too  easy. 

Motion  <by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  tbe  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3.0].— Does  the 
Treasurer  regard  the  Senate's  requested 
amendment  inserting  paragraph  aa,  making 
manganese  of  chrmne  steel  parts  free  of 
duty,  as  a  substitution  for  the  words  '*  ade 
plates  and  balls  for  ball  mills,"  which 
the  Senate  suggests,  in  request  Na  88. 
should  be  left  out  pf  paragraph  b  oi 
item  176. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— Yes.  There  was 
an  understanding  arrived  at  in  connexion 
with  the  matter  in  the  Senate. 

Mj.  KNOX.— I  thought  that  must  be 
the  intention,  and  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
honorable  member's  assurance  that  it  is. 
When  I  moved  the  additicHi  of  the  words 
*'  side  plates  and  balls  for  ball  mills,"  in 
paragraph  e  of  item  176,  I  did  so  because 
I  felt  that  they  covered  machinery  whidi 
is  not  effectively  made  in  Australia.  Some 
exception  was  taken  to  my  proposal 
at  the  time,  and  I  subsequently  made 
it  my  business  ,to  inquire  from  large 
mining  ctnnpanies  using  this  machinery, 
such  as  the  Broken  Hill,  Mount 
Lyell,  Kalgoorlie,  and  Mount  Morgan 
and  Cobar  companies,  whether  I  was 
correct  in  saying  that  this  madiinery 
could  not  be  made  here.  I  wish  to  have 
it  placed  on  record  that  I  have  received 
confirmation  of  my  statement  from  all 
these' companies,  and  approval  of  the  pro- 
posal, which  .the  Ccmamittee  was  good 
enough  to  accept  on  my  motion.  The  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  S^iate  to  insert  the 
proposed  new  paragraph  aa  under  item 
170  as  a  substitution  ica  the  words,  to  which 
I  have  referred,  which  were  included  in 
item  176,  is  an  excellent  one.  It  will 
permit  of  an  inferior  class  of  ball  mills 
required  for  other  purposes  being  manu- 
factured here,  an^tizwillVosiDiA^I^^  way 
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interfere  with  the  local  trade.  As  I  have 
given  some  attention  to  the  subject,  hon- 
orable members  will,  perhaps,  permit  me 
tj  assure  them  that  they  may  safely  make 
the  requested  amendment. 

MoticH)  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  170. — 

(B)  Articles  made  entirely  of  alunmium,  for 

household  use — 
On  and  after  29th  November,  X907,  ad  val. 
(General   Tariff),   5  per   cent.;  (United 
Kingdom),  free. 
Requett. — Leave  out   the    word    "entirely!' ; 
make  the  item  (General  Tariff)  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Txea- 
surer)  [3.3]. — In  Ijiis  case,  I  propose  that 
the  Committee  should  agree  to  tiie  requested 
amendment  in  the  wording  of  the  item, 
but  should  not  agree  to  the  amendment  of 
the  duty  undec  tl:^  general  Tariff.  I  there- 
fore move- 
That  the  requested  amendment,  leaving  otit 
the  word  "  entirely,'*  be  made. 

Mr.  REID  (East  .Sydney)  [3.4].— I  do 
not  propose  to  make  a  Icmg  speech  on  this 
subject,  but  I  point  out  ^at  articles  made 
of  aluminium  are  not  made  here  at  all- 
Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Yes,  they  are. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  why  should  a  duty 
of  only  5  per  cent,  be  imposed  up(xi  them? 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook. — It  was  the  best  he 
could  get. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — The  honorable 
gentleman  helped  to  make  the  duty  5  per 
cent. 

Mr.  REID.— No,  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  extraordinary,  if  these 
articles  arc  made  here,  that  they  should 
be  dutiable  only  at  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [3.5]. — I  find  that  request  No.  83, 
"  deletion  of  '  entirely  '  and  '  free  *  "  is  one 
of  the  requests  on  the  Ministers'  list  which 
15  noted  as  accepted. 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Lyne. — I  have  a  mark 
against  it  on  my  list. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  noted 
it  as  accepted  on  the  honorable  gentleman's 
reading  of  the  list,  and  it  is  included  in 
the  printed  list  of  requests  to  be  accepted. 
I  am  aware  that  the  Minister  said  that  he 
was  not  to  be  absolutely  bound  by  the  list 
as  he  read  it,  and  that  there  were  some 
few  requests  which  required  further  con- 
sideration. L(.st  night  the  honorable 
gentleman  promised  to  inform  the  Commit- 
tee of  any  other  requests  in  connexion  with, 
which  he  intended-  to  depart  fr<Hii  his 


original  announcement.  I  ask  him  now  to 
fulfil  that  prtunise. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — On  my  original 
list  I  have  a  query  against  the  whole  of 
the  requests  in  ctmnexion  with  item  170. 

Mr,  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  do  not 
say  th£.t  the  hcnorable  gentleman's  reser- 
vation would  not  oow  what  be  now  pro- 
poses to  da  Apart  from  that,  I  aslc  him 
to  s&y  now  whether  tiiere  axe  xay  other  items 
in  oonnexioo  with  which  he  proposes  to 
make  a  change  in  the  original  aimounce- 
ment  he  made,  since  honorable  members  le- 
quire  to  know  befcvehand  just  what  the 
Government  proiXKe  to  do  in  ctmsidering 
each  request. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.8]. — I  did  promise  last  night  to 
look  through  the  list  and  see  wh^her  there 
woe  any  other  requests  to  be  queried,  in 
addition  to  those  to  which  I  have  previously 
referred,  and  which  I  had  queried  at  the 
time  I  made  my  first  statement  in  coimex-. 
icHi  with  the  matter.  I  find  that  I  had 
queried  the  request  now  unda  conndera- 
tion,  and  all  three  requests  in  ccmnexion 
with  item  170.  In  addition  to  th^  re- 
quests on  the  itan  now  under  consideration 
I  make  a  special  reservation  with  respect 
to  the  requests  upon  Items  202,  219,  and 
222.  I  propose  to  agree  with  part  of  these 
requests,  but  to  disagree  as  regards  the 
duty  with  the  ont  now  under  discussion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Requested  amendment,  making  (he  item 
free,  not  made. 

Item  170  

Request. — Insert  new  paragraph  "  (c).  Articles 
to  be  used  as  Kitchen  Utensils  made  of  Cast 
Iron,  tinned  6r  plain.  Free." 

Motion  (by  Sir  Whxiah  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothbv)  [3.10].— 
Cannot  these  articles  for  kitchen  use  be 
made  in  Australia? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  articles  under 

the  item  are  of  cast  iron. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— There  should  not 
be  much  difficulty  in  making  cast-ircm 
articles  here. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [3.11].— Does  this 
item  include  three-legged  glue  pots?  I  am 
very  anxious  on  this  point,  because,  during 
the  debate  on  the  last  Tariff,  it  was  stated 
that  the  manufacture  of  the.se.  articles  was 
an  industry  that-could  be  carried  on  in  Vic- 
toria, and  I  should  like  to  see  them  in- 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.12]. — PersOTially,  I  would  rather 
that  the  goods  under  this  item  were  subject 
to  duties  of  30  and  25  per  cent.,  under 
manufactures  of  metal  n.e.i.,  but  they  were 
made  free  in  the  Senate,  with  the  consent  of 
the  leader  of  the  Government  there,  who 
expressed  the  opinion  to  me  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  wise  fcff  us  to  agree  to 
the  request.  Under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances, I  have  submitted  the  moti(»i. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.13]. 
— I  should  like  to  know  whether  this  item 
includes  enamelled  saucepans  and  similar 
goods,  because,  if  so,  their  manufacture  is 
extensively  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Simpson, 
in  Adelaide,  who  employ,  not  scores,  but 
hundreds  of  workmen.  I  do  ncA  think  that 
the  Minister  will  find  any  larger  industries 
of  the  kind  in  any  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth ;  and  I  am  astonished  that  it  should 
be  p  reposed  to  accept  this  request. 

Mr.  Reid.^ — ^The  honwable  member  who 
represents  Collingwood  is  silent ! 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— They  do  not  make 
everything  in  Collingwood;  and  if  we  give 
consideratiwi  to  the  small  manufacturers  of 
Collingwood,  we  ought  to  pay  some  regard 
to  the  large  manufacturers  of  Adelaide  and 
other  places.  I  think  that  the  Minister 
cannot  be  seized  of  the  facts. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  certainly  was  not 
aware  of  what  the  honorable  memb^  has 
mentioned  just  now. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— This  industry  is 
capable  1  of  almost  unlimited  expansion ; 
and  Messrs.  Simpson  have  as  good  a  plant 
as  can  be  found  outside  Europe. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — There  is  only  one  firm 
carrying'  on  this  industry  in  Adelaide. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Nevertheless,  it 
is  one  of  the  biggest  industries  in  the  Com- 
monwealth, and,  .if  it  can  be  carried  on 
in  Adelaide,  it  can  be  carried  on  any- 
where. I  must  say  that  some  of  the 
hands  in  this  industry  are  not  paid  the 
wages  they  ought  to  be  paid;  but  that  is  a 
matter  to  be  dealt  with  later.  I  ask  the 
Minister  to  give  sane  further  ccmsideration 
to  the  matter,  because  I  am  quite  sure  he 
has  no  desire  to  injure  any  large  industry. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.16].— 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  postpone  the  further 
consideraticm  of  this  item  until,  say,  Tues- 
day next,  because,  if  the  statements  made 
by  the  hwiorable  member  for  Hindmarsh 
are  correct,  the  Government  have  evidently 
agreed  to  this  request  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion.    My  own  opinion  is  that  the  honor- 


able member's  statements  are  quite  correct ; 
and  I  understand  that  a  good  many  of  the 
articles  manufactured  by  this  firm  will  ccsne 
under  this  item. 

Mr.  Reid. — Does  the  word  "  tinned  " 
include  enamelled  ware  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — No,  it  does  not. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  think  it 
does;  although  the  basis  of  enamelled  ware 
is  cast  iron.  It  will  be  observed,  however, 
that  the  articles  under  this  item  are 
"  tinned  or  plain.'* 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— But  not  enamelled. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— It  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  if  this  firm  make  cast  irm  as 
the  basis  for  enamelled  ware,  they  can  do 
the  same  for  tinned  ware. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  this  firm  ally  do  the 
enamelling,  it  might  be  to  their  advantage 
to  have  the  cast-iron  articles  admitted  free. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— I  do  not  think  it 
is  £t  all  likely  that  this  firm  does  only  the 
enamelling.  The  freight  on  cast-iron 
goods  will  be  just  as  heavy  as  cm  enamelled 
goods;  and  the  chants  are  that  the  firm 
do  their  own  casting,  thou^,  of  course,  I 
cannot  speak  definitely.  I  do  not  blame 
the  Government  for  not  gcwig  behind  the 
agreement  made  in  tiie  Senate,  but  that 
agreement  does  not  absolve  honorable 
members,  who  have  a  duty  to^  perform.  If 
these  gOQds  are  being  made  here,  and  we 
are  instituting  a  protective  Tariff,  the  in- 
dustry ought  to  be  protected. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.20]. — The  impressioi  on  the  part 
of  those  who  arranged  to  make  this  item  free 
was  that  cast-iron  articles  were  not  made 
here;  and  this  item  applies  only  to  such 
articles.  The  whole  question  is  whether 
the  cast-iron  utensils  described  here  can  be 
made  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  certainly  can. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  know  they 
can,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are 
actually  made  here  or  not.  There  seems 
to  have  been  some  misunderstanding.  My 
colleague  who  had  to  deal  with  the  matter 
is  in  Sydney,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  will  agree  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  request  until  next  week, 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[3.21]. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Treasurer 
say  that  he  will  postpaid  the  matter. 
Simpsons  are  a  well-known  firm  who  manu- 
facture in  tin.  I  have  known  the  firm  for 
thirty  odd  years.  They  have  nothing  to  do 
with  castings  and  have  no  foundry  in  con- 
nexion with  their  works.  ^  t 
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Mr.  Hutchison.  —  They  have;  they 
make  all  kinds  of  stoves. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Their  estab- 
lishment is  in  Adelaide,  and  recently  they 
have  shifted  to  Pirie-street.  Tht^  are 
doing  an  enormous  trade  in  tinware. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — They  make  stoves  of 
cast-irtm. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— They  do  not 
make  pots  and  pans  of  cast-iron. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber said  that  they  had  no  foundry  in  con- 
nexion with  their  works.  He  does  not 
know  what  he  is  talking  about. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Simpsons  are 
not  founders. 

Mr.  Tudor. — How  do  they  make  their 
stoves,  then? 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Finns  can 
give  orders  and  get  their  casting  work  d<xie 
by  contract.  Adelaide  is  a  small  place, 
and  this  firm  put  out  their.castings.  People 
who  deal  in  cast-irMi  articles  do  not  al- 
ways have  a  foundry  of  their  own.  The 
Minister  should  abide  by  his  first  decision. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh)  [3.23]. 
— The  honorable  member  for  Robertson 
would  lead  the  Committee  to  believe  that 
Simpson  and  Sons,  who  aie  known  outside 
Adelaide  principally  as  tinware  merchants, 
do  practically  nothing  else,  but  they  do 
an  enormous  business  in  irtxi  railings, 
gates,  and  stoves  of  all  sizes. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  Do  they  cast 
them? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Those  articles  are 
all  cast.  Even  if  the  firm  themselves  have 
not  a  foundry,  according  to  the  honorable 
member  for  Robertson,  they  give  the  work 
out,  so  that  it  is  done  in  the  Cwnmon- 
wealth  all  the  same.  That  shows  that 
foundries  exist  in  Australia,  and  would  be 
injured  by  the  adoption  of  the  request.  I 
am  pleased  that  the  Treasurer  has  agreed 
to  postpone  the  request  until  we  get  full 
information. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [3.24].  —  I 
hope  the  Treasurer  will  reconsider  his  de- 
dsion  to  postpone  the  request. .  I  am  sur- 
prised that  the  argument  in  favour  of  in- 
creasing the  doty  on  these  articles,  which 
are  used  chiefly  by  the  poorer  classes  of  the 
community,  should  come  fiom  the  Labour 
corner.  They  are  used  by  the  very  men 
who  should  be  assisted  by  the  members  of 
that  party,  such  as  prospectors  and  others 
who  go  out  on  the  land.  Many  hcmorable 
members  have  seen  these  articles,  both 
tinned  and  untinned,  in  use  in  various 
camps  throughout  Australia. 

[381] 


Sir  John  Forrest.— Let  us  get  al<Mig; 
the  Minister  has  agreed  to  postpone  the 
request. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.-It  is  all  very  well  for 
the  honorable  member  for  Swan  to  cry, 
"Get  along"  in  that  builocking  f  ashitm ; 
but  why  should  we  do  so  when  it  is  pro- 
poscfd  to  lay  burdens  upon  the  backs  of 
people  who  can  ill  bear  them?  I  do  not 
want  the  request  to  be  postponed.  The 
Minister  came  here  to-day  laden  with  in- 
formation, and  prepared  to  allow  t4ie  re- 
quested amendment  to  be  made,  but  be- 
cause some  factory  is  supposed  to  exist  in 
the  wilds  of  South  Australia — we  have  no 
evidence  that  it  does  exist — he  immediately 
agrees  to  postpone  the  request  in  order  to 
obtain  further  information.  The  Minister 
is  either  prepared,  or  not  prepared,  to  deal 
with  the  Tariff.  If  he  does  not  know  his 
own  business,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Cotq- 
mittee  to  teach  him. 

Moti<m,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Request  postponed. 

Item  173.  Type,  printers',  including  Spaces 
and  Quads ;  Lino,  and  other  Slugs ;  and 
Quotations,  ad  vat.,  35  per  cent. ;  and  on  and 
after  39th  November,  1907,  20  per  cent. 

Request. — Insert  the  words  "  Metal  Furni- 
ture" after  the  word  "Slugs." 

Mr.  SAMPSON  (Wimmera)  [3.26]-— 
Will  the  Minister  explain  the  object  of  the 
requested  amendment,  and  his  reasons  icx 
agreeing  to  it?" 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.27]. — This  amendment  was  moved 
by  the  representative  of  the  Government  in 
the  Senate.  "Metal  Furniture"  is  much 
the  same  thing  as  "  quotations,"  the  only 
difference  being  in  the  size.  The  Senate 
thought  that  they  should  both  be  in  the 
same  category. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Requested  amendment,  in  item  175,  para- 
graph A  (Screws  with  Nuts),  inserting  the 
words  "  or  for  use  with  nuts,"  ma(te. 

And  on  and  after  agth  November,  1907 — 

Item  17s  

(B)  Screws  for  Wood,   per  cwt.  (General 

Tariff),  5s.  6d.;   (United  Kingdom), 

S«- 

Request. — Make  the  item  free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.29].— I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Honorable  members  will  recollect  that  a 
mistake  was  made  when  the  matter  was 
previously  considered  in  this  Chamber. 
It^  is  in  much  the  same  pt^itiwi  as  (Hie  or 
two  matters  to  which  I  re^^^^^^ight. 
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The  departmental  regulations  allowed  the 
articles  to  come  in  free  because  it  was 
proved  to  be  quite  a  mistake  to  impose  the 
duty. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Requested  amendment  in  item  175,  para- 
graph c,  making  "  Screws,  n.e.i,, 
free,  not  made. 

And  on  and  after  agth  Norember,  190^ 
Item  176. — 

(d)  Rotary  and  Percussive  Rock  Drills,  ad 
val.   (General  Tariff),  20  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent. 
Request.— Make  the  duties  (General  Tariff). 
5  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Moticm  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [3.32].— 1  hope 
that  the  Committee  will  give  some  consi- 
deration to  the  requirements  of  the  mining 
industry.  In  view  of  the  very  low  price 
of  metals,  affecting  as  it  does  some  very 
large  mines  in  which  the  use  of  impeded 
rock  drills  is  found  to  be  nstxssaxy,  the 
imposition  of  a  high  duty  i&  a  serious 
matter.  I  believe  that  we  axe  all  agreed 
to  give  as  much  assistance  as  possil^e  to 
every  industry.  It  would  be  a  very  mate- 
rial assistance  to  the  mining  industry  if 
we  acceded  to  the  Senate's  request,  and 
it  would  do  no  injury  to  the  local  industry 
of  rock-drill  making.  When  this  item  wa.s 
under  consideration  previously,  there  were 
some  apparent  contradictions,  which  can 
be  easily  reconciled.  On  that  occasicm  in- 
stances were  given  of  the  use  of  different 
kinds  of  drills.  It  is  not  a  question  as 
to  whether  the  Australian  drill  is  a  good 
one  or  not.  For  certain  kinds  of  rock  it 
is  suitable,  and  therefore  is  used.  To  say 
that  it  has  been  used  successfully  in  dif- 
ferent mines  is  wilv  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  suitable  for  drilling  the  strata 
in  particular  localities.  The  users  of 
various  drills  in  other  kinds  of  rock,  notably 
in  the  Cobar  district,  declare  that  the  Aus- 
tralian drill  does  not  answer  so  well  as 
dees  the  imported  drill.  It  is  urged  that, 
whilst  the  Australian  drill  mav  do  the 
work,  it  costs  too  much  for  repairs.  In 
thi-*  case  of  other  rocks,  howe^'er,  the  cost 
cf  repairing  the  lociilly-made  drill  is  not 
s'>  great.  It  all  depends  on  the  nature  of 
the  country  in  which  it  is  used.  From  the 
general  manager  of  the  Great  Cobar  Cap- 
per mine,  who  keeps  a  record  of  the  outlay 
on  drills,  I  learn  that  the  imported  drill 
costs  123,  6d.  a  year  for  repairs,  and  the 


Australian  drill  £4  los.  In  other  cases 
it  does  not  cost  so  much  to  repair  the  Aus- 
tralian drill,  which,  I  may  say,  is  sold 
at  a  lower  price  than  the  other. 

Mr.,  Frazer. — j£2y  as  against  ^^34. 

Mr.   SPENCE.— Without  any  protec- 
tion, the  Australian  drill  is  able  to  under- 
sell the  imported  article.    Honorable  mem- 
bers can  readily  understand  that  a  mining 
company  will  not  give  £y  more  for  an 
impfflted  drill  unl^  it  has  a  good  reason 
for  not  preferring  the  local  drill.  Every 
mining  company  will  take  the  latter  where 
it  is  adapted  to  the  rock  which  it  has  to 
work.    In  such  cases  there  need  be  no  fear 
of  the  Australian  drill  notTiolding  its  owil 
It  is  always  a  question  of  the  suitability  of 
a  drill  to  a  particular  formation  of  coimtry. 
When  rock  drills  were  on  the  free  list,  the 
Australian  article  was  able  to  hold  its  own 
wherever'  it  was  found  to  be  suitable  to  the 
country.    It  is.  not  possible  to  compel  any 
mining  company — which  naturally  wants  to 
procure  the  most  efficient  machine  it  can — 
to  use  the  Australian  article.    No  matter 
what  duty  may  be  imposed,  a  company  will 
prefer  to  use  the  imported  drill,  even  at  an 
additicmal  cost  of       where  the  Australian 
drill  is  not  suitable  to  the  country.  The 
local  makers  will  not  sell  one  drill  more 
if  honorable  members  impose  this  high  duty, 
but  the  mining  industry  will  be  handicapped 
to  the  extent  of  the  duty.   Why  should  they 
put  a  serious-  handicap  on  mining  when  they 
cannot  benefit  the  local  manufacturer  ?  It 
would  be  most  foolish  on  their  part  to  un- 
necessarily tax  the  mining  industry  and 
retard  its  development.    Owing  to  the  fall 
in  the  price  of  metals,   the  position  ctf 
many  mining  axnpanies  is  a  very  serious 
one,  especially  where  low-grade  ores  are  be- 
ing dealt  with.  The  C(xnmittee  is  here  af- 
forded an  opptttunity  to  benefit  the  mining 
industry  without  doing  an   injury  to  the 
local  manufacturer  of  rock  drills.  Those 
who  succeeded  in  imposing  a  high  duty 
previously  failed  to  realize  that  for  certain 
rocks  the  Australian  drill  is  not  suitable, 
and  that  for  others  it  is  suitable.  There 
-is  really  room  for  the  employment  of-  all 
kinds  of  rock  drills.    Every  mining  com- 
pany can  be  safely  left  to  select  the  drill 
which  is  best  suited  to  the  particular  coun- 
try which  it  is  working.  Undoubtedly 
there  will  be  a  demand  for  the  cheaper 
article  where  it  will  do  the  work.  The 
fact  that  it  can  be  obtained  at  a  lower  price, 
and  that  parts  can  be  procured  readily  is 
a  great  inducement  to  any  management  to 
use  the  Austr^^^4ri(go©§fe  ***  ^ 
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nature  of  the  rock,  or  \tie  hardness  of  the 
country  at  Cobar  and  Broken  Hill  in  New 
South  Wales  and  in  Western  Australia,  the 
Australian  drill  does  not  stand  so  well  as 
do  two  imported  drills,  one  being  an  Ame- 
rican drill  and  the  other  an  English  one. 
T  urge  the  Committee  to  agree  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate.  By  doing  so,  we 
^all  not  inflict  the  slightest  injury  upon 
the  manufacturers  of  rock  drills  in  Aus- 
tralia, whilst,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall 
be  granting  a  \-ery  substantial  assistance  to 
the  mining  industry. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Freraantle)  [3.40].— I 
trust  that  the  Committee  will  assent  to  the 
jequest  of  the  Senate.  The  reason  why 
rock  driHs  of  Australian  manufacture  are 
inferior  to  imported  drills  is  that  in  the 
case  of  the  former  it  is  impossible  to  regu- 
late the  stroke.  With  the  Australian  drill,  the 
same  blow  must  be  struck,  irrespective  of 
.whether  it  is  working  up^  hard  or  soft 
rock.  In  the  case  of  imported  drills, 
-however,  the  blow  can  be  regulated  acced- 
ing to  the  hardness  of  the  rock  in  which 
the  drill  is  working,  and  thereby 
the  steel  parts  are  saved.  This  is 
the  reason  why  imported  drills  do 
better  work  in  rock  generally  than  do 
the  Australian  drills.  When  the  latter 
are  employed,  the  constant  jar  upcm  the 
parts  necessitates  frequent  repairs.  I 
think  we  must  all  recognise  that  at  the 
present  time  the  mining  industry  stands  in 
need  of  all  the  assistance  that  we  can  crffer 
it.  The  big  companies  are  paying  no  divi- 
dends to  tneii  shareholders,  and  every 
penny  that  is  being  taken  out  of  the  mines 
is  being  expended.  Consequently  this  is 
not  the  time  when  we  ought  to  increase 
the  duties  upon  the  tools  of  trade  of  the 
mining  industry.  These  rock  drills  are 
tools  of  trade,  and  I  hold  that  the  mine 
managers  who  are  responsible  for  the  eco- 
nomic working  of  the  mines  should  be  at 
liberty  to  use  the  tools  which  they  regard 
as  the  best  without  being  penalized  for 
so  doing.  Of  course  there  are  any  number 
of  places  in  Australia  where  the  locally- 
made  diWls  can  be  used,  but  the  mine 
manners  themselves  are  the  best  judges 
as  to  where  the  imported  article  can  be 
employed  to  most  advantage  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  agree  to  the  requested 
reduction  of  duty. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.44].— Both 
the  hcHiorable  member  for  Darling  and  the 
htmorable  member  for  Fremantle  have 
made  out  a  strong  case  on  behalf  of  the 
users  of  these  machines.     It  is  unfor- 


tunate  that  the  products  of  the  engineer 
^ould  be  the  working  tools  either  of  the 
fanner  or  the  miner.  As  a  result,  we 
5nd  many  h<»iorable  members  representing 
a|;ricultural  and  mining  constituencies  com- 
bining forces  to  defeat  the  duty  proposed 
upon  these  articles.  Whilst  the  honor- 
able member  for  Darling  was  speaking,  I 
asked  him  what  was  the  average  price  of 
rock  drills,  and  his  reply  was  '*  ;^34-" 
Now,  I  contend  that  the  poor  man  does  not 
pay  £34  for  a  tool  of  trade,  and  where 
companies  are  concerned,  an  extra.  5  per 
cent.,  10  per  cent.,  or  even  20  per  cent, 
will  not  prevent  them  from  obtaining  the 
imported  article  if  they  desire  'it  The 
honorable  member  for  Fremanlle  has  said 
that  the  mine  managers  themselves  are  the 
best  judges  as  to  the  class  of  rock  drill 
which  should  be  employed.  I  admit  that. 
But  I  would  point  out  that  miiwng 
managers  would  not  purchase  the  im- 
ported article  if  they  would  not  be  mote 
than  recouped  by  so  doing.  Personally, 
I  fail  to  see  why  the  engineering  industry 
should*  be  neglected.  I  iK>tice  that  a  duty 
of  only  5  per  cent,  is  proposed  upon  coal- 
cutting  machines  

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Coal-cutting  ma- 
chines are  not  made  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  WILKS.— But  the  Committee  have 
frequently  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  that  argu- 
ment when  it  has  been  urged  in  r^pect  of 
other  items.  In  the  present  instance  the 
engineering  industry  is  at  stake,  and  I 
am  glad  that  the  Treasurer  has  declined 
to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Senate. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  retention  of  the  duty 
of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  WYNNE  (Balaclava)  [3.47]— 
When  this  question  was  previously  before 
the  Committee  I  drew  attention  to  certain 
Australian  rock  drills  which  were  being 
used  in  connexim  with  the  Long  Tunnel 
mine.  Upon  looking  up  the  report  of 
the  A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission.  I 
find  it  stated — 

Many  types  of  rock  drills  are  in  use  in  Aut^ 
tralia.  A  Victorian  engineer  (Taylor  Hors- 
Aeld,  of  Bendigo)  and  a  South  Australian  min- 
ing manager  (Captain  Hancock,  of  Moonta) 
had  designed  rock  drills,  which  had  contider- 
able  improvements  on  those  imported.  It  was 
said,  however,  that  under  present  conditions 
there  was  small  chance  of  getting  Australian 
desired  and  made  drills  into  general  use.  The 
better  such  drills  were  the  greater  the  proba- 
bility of  their  being  copied  by  American 
makers,  and  sent  to  Anstralia  free  (if  percos* 
sive).  The  method  of  American  mannfacturen 
was  thus  described  :  When  they  found  a  better 
drill  than  their  own,  their'  ^nti  aecntcd 
Digitized  by       ODQ IC 
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samples,  sent  them  to  America  to  be  copied ; 
they  were  tbea  sent  to  Australia,  and  sold  at 
-my  price,  until  the  local  manufacturer!  were 
knocked  out. — (Q.  46487,  46643.]  PercuuiiKk 
rock  drills,  now  xluty  free,  were  made  locally, 
but  competition  with  the  importer  was  impos- 
sible.  A  duty  of  25  per  cent,  would  enable  the 
local  men  to  capture  the  market,  and  would 
greatly  increase  employmetit. — (Q.  48031.) 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — But  imported 
drills  are  selling  at  a  higher  price  than 
are  the  locally-made  machines. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— If  Australian  drills 
were  "  knocked  out  **  of  the  market,  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  would  then 
be  increased  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
harvesteri 

Mr.  Spence.— But  the  Imported  drills 
are  covered  hv  entirely  different  patents. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  do  not  think  that  im- 
ported drills  are  covered  by  any  patents. 
I  fancy  that  the  patents  have  expired.  It 
is  an  extraordinary  t^ng  that  Australian 
workmen — although  they  profess  themselves 
in  favour  of  protection — ^insist  upon  using 
imported  articles  whenever  the  opporttmity 
presents  itself.  Quite  recently  I  .had  a 
painter  working  for  me,  for  whwn  I  bought 
Australian-made  brushes.  He  declined  to 
use  them,  and  insisted  upon  being  sup- 
plied with  English  brushes.  Similarly,  I 
was  told  by  a  saddler  scane  time  ago  that 
no  good  leather  was  made  in  Australia. 
Yet,  as  a  malter  of  fact,  we  export  tons 
of  leather  to  England  and  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

Mr.  Thomas.— If  the  honorable  mem- 
-ber  were  working  up  a  law  case,  would 
he  limit  himself  to  Australian  law  books  ? 

Mr.  >yYNNE.— An  Australian  case  has 
more  weight  than  an  English  case  with  the 
Judges.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of 
prejudice  in  the  minds  of  many  persons 
against  the  manufactures  of  their  own  coun- 
try. This  obtains  everywhere ;  but  per- 
haps it  is  more  accentuated  in  Australia 
than  in  other  places.  Whilst  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  may  be  too  high,  in  view  of 
the  depressed  conditicHi  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry at  present,  due  to  the  low  price  of 
metals,  the  Government  might,  perhaps^ 
agree  to  a  ccxnpromise.  I  suggesra  duty 
of  15  per  cent.  That  will  give  a  certain 
amount  of  protection. 

Mr.  Thomas. — We  ought  not  to  impose 
a  revenue  duty  on  this  item. 

Mr.  WYNNE.— I  do  not  wish  to  do  so; 
but  the  manufacturers  of  South  Australia 
and  Bendigo  ought  to  be  protected. 

Mr,  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson; 
[3*53]' — ^This  questi(m  gave  rise  to  a  cwi- 


siderable  discussion  when  the  item  was  first 
under  review.  The  evidence  of  the  Tariff 
C<»nmissicHi  was  largely  quoted,  and  it  was 
shown  that  imported  drills  cannot  be  made 
in  Australia,  because  of  the  patents  by 
which  they  are  covered.  Even  the  hooor- 
able  member  for  Bendigo  has  admitted  that 
the  Australian  drills  sell  at  a  lower  price 
than  the  imported  drills.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  the  oxitention  that  a  high  duty  will 
give  employment  to  our  engineers  f^ls  to 
the  ground ;  the  only  effect  of  a  high  duty 
will  be  to  penalize  mining.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  honorable  member  for  Dal- 
iey  will  reconsider  his  determination  in  this 
matter,  and  allow  these  drills  to  be  im- 
ported subject  to  a  duty  of  5  per.  cent.  I 
think  that  the  hcmorable  member  for  Bat- 
man admitted  that  they  cannot  be  made 
here  because  of  the  p^snts  which  cover 
them. 

Mr.  Coon. — There  are  no  patents. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  evidence 
which  was  read  show  that  the  drills  are 
completely  protected  by  patents.  I  sup- 
pose they  cost  more  than  the  locally-made 
drills,  because  they  do  work  which  cannot 
be  done  by  these  drills.  So  much  capital 
has  been  invested  in  mining  that  the  im- 
ported drills,  if  necessary,  will  be  bought 
whatever  they  cost.  Therefore,  if  the 
intension  is  to  increase  the  revenue,  a  hi^ 
duty  will  have  that  effect;  but  it  will  be 
useless  so  far  as  providing  wwk  for  our 
engineers  is  ccHicerned,  because  these  drills 
cannot  be  made  here.  The  ccHistituents  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  will  not 
benefit  by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.56].— I 
hope  that  the  Oxnmittee  will  not  agree  to 
the  request.  The  honorable  member  for 
Darling,  in  his  desire  to  assist  the  miniii^ 
industry,  is  likely  to  damage  an  ancillary 
industry.  He  stated  that  the  Australian- 
made  drill  costs  a  great  deal  for  repairs 
and  renewals  in  comparison  with  the  im- 
puted drill. 

Mr.  Spence. — If  used  in  certain  kinds 
of  rock. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  am  glad  to  hear  that 
qualification ;  but  for  wdinary  Australian 
conditions  the  Australian-made  drill  has 
held  its  own  in  all  kinds  of  ground. 

Mr.  Spence. — That  has  not  been  so  at 
Cobar  and  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  SALMON.— When  the  matter  was 
last  discussed,  the  hcxicffable  member  for 
Balaclava  stated  that  recently,  when  the 
L<xig  Tunnel  mine  was  sinking  800  feet, 
the  men  who  dfjl^ti^  ,w@y^l^  liberty 
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to  choose  their  own  drill,  and  coimnenoed 
with  the  Taylor- Horsfield  drill.  Subse- 
quently tbey  tried  the  Ingersoll  drill,  and 
finally  reverted  to  the  Australian  drill,  be- 
cause they  found  that  it  did  better  work 
than  was  done  by  tiie  American  drill,  and 
at  a  lower  cost.  The  drills  were  being  used, 
not  in  "cheesy"  country,  but  in.  granitic 
rock — some  of  the  hardest  rock  that  is  to 
be  encountered  in  deep  sinking.  The  Aus- 
tralian drill  hexed  160  feec  per  month. 

Mr.  Sp£nce.— Then  the  rock  was  not 
hard. 

Mr.  Frazer. — It  would  be  impossible  to 
bore  160  feet. a  month  through  very  hard 
rock,  as  the  hcxiorable  member  would  be 
aware  if  he  knew  anything  ab^t  mining. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  have  spent  more  in 
mining  than  the  honorable  member  has, 
and  therefore  have  bought  some  exp»ience, 
and^  I  was  born,  bred,  and  ha.ve  lived  in  a 
mining  district,  aix}  have  always  been  in- 
terested in  mining.  These  men  were  wcH-k- 
ing  under  high  pressure,  and  were  receiv- 
ing a  bonus  for  every  foot;  over  100  feet 
bored  per  month. 

Mr.  Spence. — Any  practical  miner  would 
say  that  the  country  was  soft. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  have  never  heard 
granitic  rock  spoken  of  as  soft  country. 

Mr.  Frazer. — One  hundred  and  sixty 
feet  a  montb  would  be  equivalent  to  2,000 
feet  a  year.  One  never  hears  of  sudi  a 
thing. 

Mr.  SALMON. -^Fortunately,  I  have  not 
been  connected  with  mines  which  have  had 
to  sink  2,000  feet  a  year.  The  case  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  a  recent  one,  and 
the  free-trade  Ktelboume  newspaper  gave  a 
long  account  of  the  successful  workmg  of 
the  Australian  drill. 

Mr.  Spence. — In  Cobar  one  could  not 
sink  160  feet  a  mtwith  with  it.  The  Aus- 
tralian drill  is  suitable  for  boring  through 
certain  rocks,  but  not  for  boring  through 
other  rocks. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Is  the  Australian  drill 
to  be  condemned  because  in  isolated  cnses 
it  may  not  have  done  good  work?  We 
have  been  told  over  and  over  again  that  it 
sells  at  a  lower  price  than  tlw  imported 
drill,  and  I  can  give  a  long  list  of  mines 
in  which,  it  is  used. 

Mr.  Spence. — It  is  not  used  at  Cobar, 

Mr.  SALMON.— Cobar  is  only  one 
place.  I  ask  the  honorable  member  not  to 
fix  his  gaze  on  one  particular  spot. 

Mr.  Spence. — ^The  htmorable  member  is 
fixing  his  gaze  on  one  mine. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  can  name  a  dozen 
distrkts  in  which  Australian  drills  have 


been  used.  Captain  Hancock,  of  Moonta, 
speaks  well  of  these  drills.  They  are 
made,  not  cmly  in  Victwria,  buti  also  in 
Queensland  and  South  Australia.  The  Vic- 
torian maker  has  his  factory,  not  in  my 
district,  but  in  Bendigo.  He  was  originally 
an  apprentice,  subsequently  a  journeyman, 
and  is  now  a  master,  employing  a  very 
large  number  of  men,  and  turning  out  a 
very  fine  drill. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  have  not  said  anvthir^ 
against  the  drill. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  honorable  member 
has  not  said  much  to  its  credit.  He  would 
have  us  believe  that  the  proposed  duty 
would  penalize  the  mining  industry,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Australian  drills  sell 
at  a  lower  price  than  the  imported  drills, 
an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  protec- 
ticm  reduces  prices. 

Mr.   DuGALD  Thomson. — Miners  will 
■buy  the  Australian  drill  in  preference  to 
the  impOTted  drill  if  it  costs  less. 
.  Mr.  Bowden. — And  does  equally  good 
w<»rk. 

Mr.  SALMON. — It  does  most  satisfac- 
tory work. 

Mr.  Bowden.— Some:imes,  but  not  al- 
ways. 

Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
would  not  like  me  to  run  down  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legal  profession  because  some 
of  its  members  do  unsatisfactory  work. 

Mr.  Bowden. — Members  of  the  medical 
profession  bury  their  mistakes. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Among  those  who  have 
found  the  Australian  drill  satisfactory 
are  Mr.  John  Jewell,  mine  mana^r  of  the 
Carlisle  North  G.G.  and  Passby  United; 
Mr.  James  Northcott,  manager  for  Mr.  G. 
Lansell;  Mr.  Thomas  Procter,  junior,  en- 

tineer  for  the  Star  of  the  East  Company, 
diastopol ;  Mr.  Frank  Jolly,  mine  mana- 
ger of  the  South  Devonshire  Gold  Mining 
Company;  Mr.  Richard  Williams,  mining 
manager  of  the  Johnson's  Reef  Gold  Min- 
ing Company ;  Mr.  Charles  Gambetta, 
mine  manager  of  the  Princess  Dagmar 
Company's  Works;  Mr.  Charles  S.  Rowe, 
mining  manager  of  the  New  Chum  Railway 
Company;  and  Mr.  Francis  Agnew,  mining 
manager  of  North  Johnson's  Reef  Company. 
These  mines  are  widely  separated  and  are 
in  different  kinds  of  country.  Experience 
shows  the  Australian  drills  to  be  cheaper 
and  better,  than  the  impOTted  drills,  and  an 
advantage  to  be  obtained  in  using  them  is 
thjat  spare  parte  can  be  had  and  repairs  made 
more  expeditiously  than  in  the  case  of  im- 
ported drills.  The  manufacture  of  drills 
employs  skilled  lafege|',,i55«ga®gfe  Wgh 
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rates  of  wages.  The  patent  rights  in  dm- 
imion  wiih  the  IngersoU  drill  will  expire 
in  a  few  pibnths,  and,  th»«f(»«,  the  coo- 
tenti<xi  that  it  cannot  iie  made  in  Australia 
will  in  a  little  tune  have  no  force. 
I  also  point  out  that  rock  drills  are  not 
all  made  by  men  with  a  large  amount  of 
capital.  They  are  often  made  by  men 
working  in  a  very  small  way,  who  have 
settled  in  mining  districts,  and  who,  by 
industry  and  ability,  have  got  together 
a  little  plant,  with  which  .  they  manu- 
facture rock  drills  which  are  giving  every 
satisfaction.  In  the  town  of  Maldon,  in 
Victoria,  there  is  a  manufacturer,  Mr. 
Faulkner,  who  has  made  over  zoo  rock 
drills  the  results  from  which  have  been 
eminently  satisfactory  to  thrae  who  have 
used  them.  I  urgfe  honorable  members  to 
support  the  Government  proposal,  con- 
sidering that  the  locally-made  article  is 
as  good  as,  and  often  superior  to,  the  im- 
ported rock  drill,  that  it  is  sold  at  a  lower 
price,  and  that  its  manufacture  in  this 
country  affords  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  people.  This  is  not  a  matter  of 
geographical  protection,  but  relates  to  an 
industry  that  has  branches  in  every  part  of 
Australia. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [4.7].— 
X  am  afraid  that  some  honorable  members 
have  overlooked  the  discussion  that  took 
place  with  regard  to  rock  drills  on  the 
last  occasion  when ,  the  Tariff  was  under 
ccnsideratim.  The  oipginal  proposal .  of 
the  Government  was  that  the  duties  should 
be  30  and  35  per  cent.  It  was  shown  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  as  a  reference 
to  Hansard  shows,  that  a  meeting  of  the 
mine  owners  of  Bendigo  had  takm  place, 
and  that  they  gave  their  verdidt  absolutely 
in  favour  of  the  imported  article.  I  do 
not  wish  to  decry  the  rock  drills  that  are 
made  in  Australia,  or  to  minimise  the  pos* 
sibilitv  of  their  manufacture  here.  But 
I  cannot  act  against  my  judgment,  nor  can 
I  cast  a  vote  which,  in  my  belief,  would 
be  in  the  direction  erf  loading  the  cost  of 
mining  to  an  extent  that  would  absolutely 
ruin  it.  The  reqjiest  of  the  Senate 
appears  to  me  to  fit  in  with  the 
necessities  of  to-day.  I  venture  to 
say  that  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
to  5  per  cent,  will  do  good.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Treasurer  knows  any- 
thmg  about  mining.  Perhaps  he  is  not  so 
omniscient  as  are  some  other  statesmen,  who 
appear  to  think  that  they  made  the  world, 
and  are  themselves  angels.  I  know  that 
the  Treasurer  understands  pastoral  in- 


terests, but  if  he  fellows  mining  with  any 
degree  of  doseness^  he  must  be  awaxe  that 
there  is  an  absolute  disinclination  00  the 
part  of  the  public  of  this  country  to  con- 
tinue investing  their  money  in  mines. 
In  face  of  that  fact,  it  is  surely  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Legislature  to  refrain  from 
hampering  the  industry.  I  assure  honor- 
able members,  from  my  knowledge  of  min- 
ing requirements,  that  they  will  do  well  to 
vote  for  the  Senate's  request.  A  point"  that 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  is  that  the  duty 
to  which  we  are  asked  to  agree  was  the 
result  of  a  comprcxnise.  Those  who  wished 
to  make  rock  drills  free  found  that  they 
could  not  do  any  better  than  agree  to  a  5 
per  cent,  duty,  and  therefore  they  accepted 
it.  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will  give 
consideraticn  to  the  almost  innumerable 
difficulties  inth  which  the  mining  intoest 
is  faced.  No  sooner  do  you  get  a  man 
down  2  feet  below  the  surface  than  he 
ceases  to  be  your  man.  Although  you  pay 
him  he  becomes  your  master.  ThCTe  are  a 
thousand  omsiderations  in  connexion  with 
mining  that  tend  to  retard  the  industry, 
and  if  we  increase  its  difficulties  by  taxing 
iLs  machinery,  we  shall  strengthen  the  de- 
termination of  many  of  the  investing  public 
net  to  operate  in  mining. 

Mr.  THOMAS  EROWN  (Calare)  [4.11]. 
— I  hope  that  the  Ccmamittee  will  not  act  on 
the  advice  tendered  bv  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Laanecoorie,  but  will  agree  to  the 
request  of  the  Senate.  I  coisicfar  that  the 
mining  industry  is  entitled  to  fair  conside- 
ration at  our  hands.  Mining  is  one  of 
the  principal  industries  in  the  Commoo- 
wealth.  .We  cannot  ignore  its  necessities. 
1  know  of  no  community  that  is  more  cos- 
mopolitan than  is  the  mining  commumty. 
Those  engaged  in  .  mining  run  their  undor- 
takings  on  strictly  ccunmerdal  prin- 
ciples. It  is  with  them  a  question 
of  making  the  most  of  the  expenditure  in- 
■  curred.  Those  at  the  head  of  mining  con- 
cerns are  men  possessed  of  a  cc«isiderable 
amount  of  ability  and  knowledge  as  to  the 
best  methods  of  carrying  on  meir  works. 
They  are  not  affected  by  party  prejudices. 
They  prefer  to  use  the  latest  and  most  up- 
to-date  methods.  Mining  men  generally 
admit  that  for  the  softer  class  01  country 
the  drills  made  in  Australia  are  very  suit- 
able. They  are  used  for  such  country.  A 
considerable  amount  of  our  mining,  however, 
is  not  oxiducted  in  soft  country,  but  has  to 
contend  with  rock  that  is  very  hard  and 
difficult  to  handle.  It  is  simply  becau.se 
the  imported  ro(f]fgjS||yi,f  (&:^^,to  meet 
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these  special  requirements  that  they  are 
used.  The  imposition  of  a  duty  would  not 
limit  the  use  of  imported  rock  drills ;  it 
would  simply  add  to  the  cost  of  the  under- 
takings in  connexi(Xi  with  which  they  are 
employed.  It  stands  to  reason  that  if  those 
engaged  in  mining  could  procure  a  locally- 
made  machine  for  jQi  less  than  the  price 
of  an  imported  machine,  ax)siderati<His  of 
•  hard  cash  would .  induce  them  to  use  the 
Australia  rode  drill.  But  it  is  not  suit- 
able for  special  kinds  of  work,  and  there- 
fore they  cannot  use  it.  If  it  were  a  ques- 
tion of  undercutting  in  prices,  as  has  been 
suggested,  there  might  be  something  in  the 
argument  of  the  honwable  member  for 
Laanecoorie.  But  those  who  have  to  deal 
in  the  open  market  know  to  their  cost  that 
there  is  none  of  the  undercutting  of  prices 
that  has  been  suggested.  If  mining  men 
ccKild  use  the  locally-made  machines,  in 
difficult  country,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
lower  price  alone  would  indiKe  them  to  do 

80. 

Mr.  Salm(»(. — ^We  say  that  the  locallv- 
made  rock  drill  is  suitable  for  all  kinds 
of  country. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  would  ask 
the  honorable  member  to  look  at  the  ques- 
tion frMn  the  stand-point  that  I  have  been 
suggesting.  Here  is  an  industry  that  is 
run  by  cosmopolitan  men,  many  of  whcxn 
have  had  experience  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Mining  men  travel  perhaps  more' 
than  do  men  engaged  in  any  other  indus- 
try. Their  ideas  are  broadeiied  by  travel. 
They  run  their  industries  for  the  purpose 
of  making  as  much  out  of  them  as  they 
can  in  return  for  their  capital  expoiditure. 
Is  it  likely  that  men  engaged  in  an  industry 
ouiducted  chi  these  lines  would  pay  in- 
creased prices  for  rock  drills  simply  on 
account  of  prejudice  against  the  locally- 
made  machines? 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  prejudice  undoubt- 
edly exists. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.  —  Probably 
there  is  a  prejudice  aeainst  Australian  pro- 
ductbns,  but  it  exists  in  a  lesser  degree 
in  this  industry  than  in  probably  any  other 
industry  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Does  not  the  "honorable 
member  know  that  it  is  the  directors  of 
mines  who  generally  dictate  as  to  what 
kind  of  machines  shall  be  used,  and  not 
the  practical  men  in  the  mines  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— There  may 
be  some  directors  of  the  character  the  hon- 
orable member  indicates,  but  they  are 
directors  who  very  soon  bring  their  mines 


to  grief.  The  directors  who  make  a  suc- 
cess of  mining  are  those  who  get  the  best 
expert  advice  they  can  procure,  and  act  upcxi 

it. 

Mr.  Salmon.  —  It  is  notorious  that  in 
Western  Australia  what  I  have  described 
has  been  d(Xie  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  have  no 
knowledge  of  what  mine  managers  in  West- 
ern Australia  do.  I  cannot  speak  on  their 
behalf.  But  it  seems  to  me  to  be  most 
extraordinary  to  say  that  the  big  mining 
concerns  are  run  by  a  few  directors  who 
practically  have  no  knowledge  of  their  own 
requirements,  and  who  disregard  the  ex- 
pert opinion  of  the  men  whom  they  engage 
to  carry  on  their  operations.  My  inquiries 
lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  assertions 
about  prejudice  do  not  apply  to  any  mate- 
rial extent  to  this  industry.  If  the  locally- 
made  rock  drills  were  suitable  for  certain 
classes  of  country,  the  principles  of  cxm- 
mercialism,  to  say  ixMhing  of  patriotism, 
would  conduce  to  their  use  in  the  big 
mines.  But  where  deep  sinldi^'and  diffi- 
cult ytocV  has  to  be  undertaken,  if  is  noto- 
rious that  locally-made  rock  drills  are  not 
equal  to  the  imported  machines. 

Mr.  Salmon.— The  .largest  and  most 
powerful  machine  ever  made  was  manu- 
factured in  Australia. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  largest 
machine  may  not  necessarily  be  the  most 
effective. 

Mr.  Salmon. — But  the  hcHiorable  mem- 
ber was  suggesting  that  these  machines 
could  not  be  made  here. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— The  conten- 
tion of  mining  men  is  that  «tperience 
shOTTS  that  the  imported  madune  is  the 
more  effective  and  suitable  for  their  work. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  they  prefer  it, 
although  they  have  to  pay  for  it  more  than 
is  charged  for  the  local  machine.  These 
men  assert  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
will  not  compel  them  to  use  the  inferior 
machine;  it  will  simply  add  to  the  cost 
of  working  their  mines,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent will  become  a  burden  on  the  mining 
industry. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber quoting  the  opinion  of  mine  managers 
or  mining  directws? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  am  speak- 
ing of  mining  men  generally  who  are 
familrar  with  the  practical  part  of  the 
work.  In  dealing  with  these  matters  I 
prefer  to  be  guided  by  the  v.ews  of  prac- 
tical as  against  those  of  theoretical  men, 
&ly  argument  is  supported  by  the  fact  that 
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the  imported  machines,  although  dearer 
than  those  of  local  manufacture,  are  used 
in  mines  controlled  by  practical,  level- 
headed, close-fisted  men,  not  because  of 
any  prejudice  against  the  local  machines, 
but  because  the  imported  <Mies  render  more 
efficient  service.  The  honorable  member 
for  Fremantle  has  pointed  out  that  one 
reascm  why  the  imported  machine  is  pre- 
ferred for  use  in  certain  areas  in  Western 
Australia  is  that  its  stroke  is  regulated, 
whereas  the  Australiani  manufacturers  have 
not  regulated  the  stroke  of  their  machines. 
We  are  asked  to  assume  that  a  OHnmunity 
that  is  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  best 
possible  returns  for  its  outlay  has  not 
sufficient  common  sense  to  recognise  what 
are  the  best  machines  tor  its  purpose,  and 
ve  are  told  that  we  should  .endeavour  by 
taxation  to  compel  it,  againet  the  hard 
logic  of  the  pocket,  to  use  a  locally-made 
machine.  To  put  forward  such  a  plea  is 
to  reduce  our  proceedings  to  a  farce.  The 
imposition  of  these  high  duties  will  not 
mean  a  v6ry  material  increase  in  the  output 
of  locally-made  machines,  but  it  will  add 
to  the  cost  of  those  who  find  it  al»oIutely 
necessary  to  use  the  imported  machine,  and 
to  that  extent  it  will  be  disadvantageous  to 
the  general  mining  community. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  menticxied  the  names 
of  those  who  favour  the,  Australian 
madiine.  Will  the  hcxiorable  member  give 
the  names  of  the  practical  men  of  whom 
he  speaks  P 

Mr.  TH9MAS  BROWN.— They  are 
readily  obtainable  frcmn  mining  people. 
The  imported  machines  are  preferred  for 
use  in  all  deep  mines.  Although  a  pro- 
tectionist, the  honorable  member  who  re- 
presents the  district  in  which  the  Great 
Cobar  mine  is  situated  is  championing 
the  pK^XMed  reductioo  of  duties  solely 
for  the  reasons  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  Coon.— Would  the  hmorable  mem- 
ber vote  for  the  higher  duties  if  it  were 
proved  that  the  Australian  machine  is  as 
good  as  the  imported  ? 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— If  it  is  as 
good  as  the  imported,  and  is  offered  for 
sale  at  £j  less  than  the  price  of  the  im- 
ported machine,  that  in  itself  should  be 
sufficient  to  appeal  to  the  mining  com- 
munity. Apparently  it  is  npt,  and  the 
honorable  member  therefore  desires  to 
place  an  increased  embargo  on  the  im- 
ported machine,  in  order  to  ccxnpel  mine- 
owneis  to  use  the  local  productim.  Men 
engage  in  mining,  n(A  as  a  matter  of  senti- 
ment, but  to  make  money,  and  they  use  the 


imported  machines  because  th^  find  thai 
they  are  superior.  The  mining  industry 
has  been  hard  hit  during  the  last  few 
years.  Prices  of  metals  have  materially  de- 
creased, and,  in  many  cases,  the  margin 
of  profit  has  been  reduced  almost  to  vanish- 
ing point.  Those  having  the  control  of  a 
large  number  of  mining  propositions  are 
seriously  ccmsidering  whether  they  can  con- 
tinue to  carry  on  operatitms  upon  a  pay- 
able basis.  The  most  effective  machinery 
is  necessary  to  enable  them  to  do  so,  and 
yet  it  is  proposed  to  place  increased  duties 
upon  machines  which  experience  proves 
must  be  used  by  them,  and  so  to  reduce 
their  margin  of  profit.  The  mining  indus- 
try is  one  of  the  big  wealtb-produdng  fac- 
tors of  Australia,  and  cannot  derive  much 
benefit  from  Customs  taxation.  It  gives 
employment  to  thousands  of  men,  and, 
having  regard  to  its  importance,  it  should 
recdve  some  ccmsideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  Committee.  I  hope  that  the  requested 
amendment  will  be  made. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4.30]. 
— I  am  rather  unwilling  to  prdong  this  de- 
bate, because,  when  the  item  was  before 
us  some  months  ago,  I  gave  expression  to 
my  views  with  respect  to  the  taxation  of 
mining  machinelry.  Since  then,  however, 
the  whole  question  has  been  reviewed  by 
another  place,  and,  as  we  are  now  invited 
by  it  to  reduce  the  duties  imposed  upon 
this  item,  I  think  I  shall  be  justified  in 
adding  a  few  words  to  what  I  said  on  the 
subject  on  a  previous  occasion.  I  do  not 
consider  it  wise  to  place  special  burdens 
upon  the  great  primary  industry  of  min- 
ing, which  supports  large  communities, 
gives  employment  to  thousands  of  men, 
and  has  an  immensely  beneficial  influeiioe 
on  every  other  industry  in  Australia. 
Mining  is  an  arduous  calling.  In  many 
cases  men  have  to  go  into  the  wilds  and 
overcome  nimierous  physical  difficulties  in 
their  eiforts  to  discover  the  existence  of 
gold  and  other  minerals,  and  yet,  when 
they  have  made  a  discovery,  some  honor- 
able members  would  hamper  their  opera- 
tions by  imposmg  a  heavy  burden  of  taxa- 
tiori  upon  their  tools  of  trade.  Such  9 
policy  is,  to  my  mind,  unwise.  It  seems 
like  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
egg.  The  policy  of  the  Government  in 
respect  of  the  requests  made  bv  the 
Senate  is  summed  up  by  the  familiar  ex- 
pression, "  Heads,  I  win;  tails,  you  lose." 
Thev  invfite  the  Comntittee  to  a^^ree  to 
every  requested  amendment  providuig  for 
duties,^^^lQ^g^  know 
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that  in  accepting  increases  by  the  Senate 
they  are  sacrificing  the  exclusive  powers  of 
this  House  to  initiate  taxati(Hi,  and  they 
almost  invariably  call  upon  honorable  mem- 
bers to  reject  a  reqUest  for  reduced  duties. 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  arguments 
advanced  in  favour  of  this  request  would 
have  convinced  the  Government  of  its 
wisdom.  The  Axistralian  drill,  although 
offered  at  a  lower  pnbe  than  the  imported 
machine,  is  not  used  in  cases  where  the 
rock  is  very  hard  and  Kfractory. 
Mr.  Coon. — That  is  not  correct. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  have  not  pre- 
cise personal  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but 
it  has  been  stated  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Calare,  the  honorable  member  for  Darl- 
ing, and  others,  that  that  is  so.  We^  have  to 
remember  that  this  item  relates  to  a  tool  of 
trade.  Tools  of  trade  used  in  many  other 
industries  are  free,  and  yet  we  are  asked 
to  impose  heavy  duties  on  one  of  the  fools 
of  trade  of  one  of  the  greatest  industries 
which  has  produced  in  Australia  about 
;^7oo,ooo,ooo  of  new  wealth.  One  is  in- 
clined in  this  connexion  to  think  of  great 
mining  centres  like  Broken  Hill,  Ballarat, 
and  Bendigo,  where  the  industry  has  been 
carried  on  for  years,  and  has  almost  be- 
come an  ordinary  business,  but  my  view 
is  that  we  are,  as  yet,  only  on  the  fringe 
of  mining  development  in  Australia.  Why 
should  we  be  seeking  to  impose  additional 
burdens  upon  those  who  are  directing  their 
energy  and  knowledge  to  an  effort  to  open 
out  new  mines,  and  so  to  discover  fresh 
sources  of  wealth  in  Australia?  1  shall 
certainly  vote  for  the  Tcquesled  amendment. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  mining  industry  has 
scant  sympathy  from  the  Goranment. 
Ministers  are  inclined  to  deal  sympathetic- 
ally with  items  relating  to  industries  with 
which  they  are  familiar ;  but  thev  appear 
to  have  but  little  sympathy  with  "the  min- 
ing industry,  and  especially  with  the  min- 
ing industry  in  Western  Australia,  where 
a  great  deal  of  hard  refractory  rock  is  met 
with. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [4.35].— The  right 
honorable  member  for  Swan  recently 
visited  Bendigo — an  imp(»rtant .  mining  dis- 
trict— which  has  been  developed  under  a 
protective  Tariff.  Listening  to  the  speeches 
made  during  this  debate.  <Mie  would  ima- 
gine that  by  imposing  these  duties  we  are 
taxing  the  industry.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
so  far  as  these  machines  are  conrerned,  the 
industry  was  taxed  prior  to  their  being 
roanufaclured  in  Australia.  A  mining  man 
had  then  to  pay  j£6o  for  a  machine  which 


he  can  purchase  to-day  for  about  ^£30. 
That  is  a  result  of  local  competition.  The 
United  States  would  levy  a  duty  of  27J 
per  cent,  on  Australian  machines,  and  yet 
representatives  of  American  firms  ask  "us 
to  admit  their  machines  free.  Is  that  fair? 
I  can  quite  understand  the  attitude  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Calare.  The  honor- 
able_  member  is  out  for  free-trade,  and  is 
ccHisistent.  He  wcxild  not  support  a  duty 
even  if  it  could  be  ^wn  that  the  local 
machines  were  better  rtian  the  imported 
article.  Wd  have  been  told  by  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Darling  that  the  local 
machines  will  not  do  the  work  required  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  Spence. — In  certain  country. 

Mr.  COON.— Thev  will  do  the  work  in 
any  kind  of  rock  the  honorable  member 
likes  to  select.  Let  me  tell  him  that  the 
machine  which  he  talks  about  is  worked 
under  a  pressure  of  80  lbs.  to  the  square 
inch. 

Mr.  Spencb.— What  has  that  to  do  with 
it? 

Mr.  COON.— I  will  tell  the  honorable 
member.  The  Australian  machine  is  work- 
ing to-day  under  a  pressure  of  115  lbs.  to 
the  square  inch.  Is  that  enough  for  the 
honorable  member?  What  is  the  position? 
Honorable  members  can  go  to  Bendigo, 
and  in  the  deepest  mine  in  the  world  thev 
will  find  that  an  Australian  rock  drill  is 
being  used. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Let  us  go  to  a  division. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  is 
no  doubt  very  anxious  that  we  should  go 
to  a  division,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  permit 
an  Australian  machine  to  be  decried  with- 
out saying  s(Mnething  in  its  favour.  I  have 
in  my  hand  a  photograph  of  the  largest 
rock  drill  in  the  world.  It  was  made  in 
Australia,  and  weighs  i  ton  6  cwt.  We 
are  being  asked  to  Dermit  these  machines 
to  be  imported  duty  free.  Honorable 
members  who  are  supporting  the  request 
would  say  to  Australian  workmen,  "  You 
are  good  enough  to  work  in  the  mines  at 
Bendigo  and  Broken  Hill,  anS  good 
enough  to  work  3,000  feet  or  4,000  feet 
below  ground,  but  you  are  not  good  enough 
to  make  the  mining  machinery  we  require." 

Mr.  Foster. — ^We  wish  onlv  to  judj;e 
by  results,  and  the  question  is,'  "  Are  the 
results  from  the  use  of  the  local  machines 
as  good  as  those  from  the  use  of  the  im- 
ported machines?" 

Mr.  COON.— The  results  from  the  use 
of  the  local  machines  are  equal  to.  and  in 
some  cases  better  th^Ojeth^Sce^^^^  the 
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imported  machines.   That  has  been  proved 
beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt. 
Mr.  Foster. — In  what  mines? 

Mr.  COON. — In  a  mine  at  Bendigo,  and 
in  another  at  Western  Australia.  As  a 
consequence,  about  4,000  of  the  Australian 
machines  are  working  to-day  in  Australia. 

Mr.  Foster. — Where? 

Mr.  COON. — ^There  are  something  like 
700  of  these  machines  being  worked  in  the 
Bendigo  district  alone. 

Mr.  Foster. — Where  are  most  of  the 
others  used? 

Mr.  COON.— They  are  used  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  CcMnmonwealth.  I 
understand  that  in  Western  Australia,  where 
all  the  opposition  to  this  duty  is  coming 
from,  because  the  importers  are  practically 
in  a  position  to  say  to  the  mining  managers^ 
"  You  must  use  an  imported  machine"  

Mr.  FitAZER. — Where  is  this? 

Mr.  COON. — That  is  what  is  happening 
in  Western  Australia,  and  not  oily  there, 
but  in  Victoria  as  well.  One  of  these 
foreign  manufacturing  companies  has  ap- 
pointed as  their  agent  in  Victoria  one  of 
the  leading  raining  men  in  this  State.  What 
is  he  doing  to-day  ? 

Mr.  Mathews. — Instructing  the  mining 
managers  to  use  only  the  imputed  ma- 
chines. 

Mr.  COON. — ^That  is  so.  Some  of  the 
machines  used  to  be  repaired  here,  but  this 
mining  man  comes  along,  and  will  not 
allow  th«n  to  be  repaired.  He  says: 
"  Put  in  one  of  the  imported  machines.** 
That  is  what  is  taking  place  in  Victoria. 
We  are  told  that  our  people  cannot  make 
these  machines,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
we  know  that  they  have  improved  this  class 
cf  machinery,  and  have  brought  about  a 
reduction  in  the  price  irom  to  /^^o. 
The  hraiorable  member  for  Darling  said 
he  would  quote  en  authority  in  connexim 
with  these  machines,  but  wh(Hn  did  he 
quote?  He  quoted  A.  Ernest  Thomas 
and  Company,  and  Mr.  Thomas  is  an  agent 
fcr  the  very  imported  machine  to  which 
!he  honorable  member  referred. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not  quote  anybody. 

Mr.  COON.— When  the  TarilF  was  last 
before  the  Committee,  the  hon^able  mem- 
ber quoted  Mr.  11u»nas,  a  mining  engineer 
ot  Western  Australia,  and  that  gentleman 
15  an  agent  for  one  of  the  imported  ma- 
chines. Was  it  fair  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber to  ask  the  Committee  to  accept  the 
statement  of  a  man  interested  in  an  im- 
ported  machine? 


Mr.  Frazeh. — Whose  information  is  the 
honorable  member  quoting? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  giving  information 
which  I  sought  for  myself. 

Mr.  Frazer. — I  suppose  the  honorable 
member  went  to  some  one  to  get  it? 

Mr.  COON.—I  did  more  than  the  hrai- 
orable member'  f<^  K-algoOTlie  has  done, 
or  is  likely  to  do.  I  went  below  the  sur- 
face to  the  deepest  level  of  the  deepest 
mine  in  the  world,  and  at  4,400  feet  below 
the  surface  I  saw  an  Australian  rock-boring 
machine  working. 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  difference  does  that 
make? 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member 
foi  Fremantle  knows  absolutely  nothing 
about  these  machines. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Of  course,  the  bonwable 
member  is  the  only  member  of  the  Qom- 
liiittee  who  does  know  anything  nboiA 
them. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  is 
responsible  for  the  statement  that  the  Aus- 
tralian makeis  of  these  machines  are  not 
able  to  regulate  the  stroke. 

Mr.  Hedges. — And  they  are  not. 

Mr.  COON. — What  nonsense !  They  are 
thtr  very  people  who  did  regulate  the 
stroke.  Let  me  tell  the  honc^able  member 
what  the  manufacturers  of  the  imported 
drills  did.  When  our  manufacturers  made 
the  local  machines,  they  came  along  and 
copied  the  Australian  chuck,  and  are  uung 
it  to-day  in  the  imported  machines. 

Mr.  HEDGEs:-r-The  chuck  has  nothing 
10  do  with  the  stroke. 

Mr.  COON. — There  are  130,000  mm 
employed  in  mining  in  Australia.  There 
are  some  19,000  anpl<^ed  in  Western 
Australia,  42,000  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  36,000  in  Victoria,  and  we  are  tcdd 
that  the  19,000  employed  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia are  against  the  Australian  machines. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  not  against 
the  Australian  machines.  The  maioritv  of 
the  men  working  in  the  mines  of  Western 
Australia  went  to  that  State  frcnn  Victoria. 
They  have  used  the  Australian  machines, 
and  know  the  result. 

Mr.  Hedges. — They  must  be  starvinc  in 
Victoria.  We  are  producing  more  gold  in 
Western  Australia  than  is  bnng  produced 
i:i  all  the  other  States  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mr.  COON. — Is  there  any  reason  why 
these  rock-boring  machines  )>hou]d  not  be 
made  here?  We  have  made  between  4,000 
and  5,000  of  th^iiitizedbyCjOOgle 
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Mr.  Hedges. — ^Wby  ar«  they  not  sold? 

Mr.  COON.— We  cannot  sell  them,  be- 
cause of  the  dumping  of  import«l  ma- 
cfainet. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^The  imported  machine 
fetches  the  higher  price. 

Mr.  COON. — I  venture  to  say  that  th« 
h(xiorabIe  member  cannot  tell  me  what  the 
imported  machines  are  sold  at  to-day. 

Mr.  Hedges. — -At  from  j£$2  to  ;^34. 

Mr.  COON.— Let  me  tell  the  honorable 
member  that  they  are  being  sold  at  as  low 
as  j£29  los. 

Mr.  Hedges. — No.    We  are  buyers. 

Mr.  COON. — Yes,  of  course,  the  htnux-- 
able  monber  is  a  buyer  of  the  imported 
article  every  time.  These  machines  are 
made  all  over  Australia.  I  propose  to 
quote  for  the  informaticHi  of  the  hcMiorable 
member  for  Darling  a  testimonial  in  favour 
of  one  of  the  Australian  machines,  received 
from  the  Central  Cookmans  mine  at  Mai- 
don. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  said  nothing  against  the 
Australian  machine. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Nor  did  I. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  for 
Darling  said  that  the  Australian  machine 
would  not  do  the  work  required  to  be  dcme 
at  Cobar. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  not  say  so.  I  said 
that  they  would  do  the  work  in  certain 
country,  but  not  in  other  country. 

Mr.'  COON. — The  honorable  member 
said  that  they  would  not  do  the  work  as 
effectively  as  the  imported  machines. 

Mr.  Spence. — In  certain  country. 

Mr.  COON."At  Cobar. 

Mr.  Spence. — I  did  mention  Cobar. 

Mr.  COON. — Let  me  tell  the  honorable 
member  what  took  place  at  Cobar.  '  An 
Australian  rock-boring  machine  was  sent  to 
Cobar,  and  with  what  result? 

Mr.  Spence. — There  are  several  of  them 
there. 

Mr.  COON. — A  spedal  class  of  ma- 
crhine,  a  *'  Taylor- Horsfield,"  was  sent  to 
Cobar,  and  was  returned  without  ever 
liaving  been  used.  Is  that  the  way  to  test 
an  Australian  machine? 

Mr.  Spence. — ^The  honcffable  member  is 
lic^less. 

Mr.  AUthews. — ^The  manager  of  the 
mine  was  interested  in  an  imported  ma- 
ohine,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  COON. — I  ask  the  honorable  mem- 
tier  for  Darling  whether  he  thinks  it  is 
fair  fOT  people  to  ccmderan  an  Australian 
ggisichins  without  ever  having  used  it  ? 

Mr.  Spence.— They  have  tried  them. 


Mr.  COON.— I  can  inform  the  hwKW- 
able  member  for  Fremantle  that  x^-incb 
steel  is  being  used  in  axmadon  wiUi  the 
boring  of  holes  in  Victoria.  Will  the  hon- 
orable member  find  anything  like  that  in 
Western  Australia  in  the  use  of  imported 
machines,  or  will  he  say  that  any  of  the 
impOTted  machines  are  being  worked  under 
a  pressure  of  115  lbs.  to  the  square  inch? 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^There  is  not  a  receiver 
here  that  would  stand  that  pressure.  The 
honorable  member  probably  means  about  85 
lbs.  to  the  square  iiich. 

Mr.  COON.— That  is  like  some  of  the 
honorable  mnnber's  other  statements.  I  saw 
an  Australian  machine  boring  with  x^-iixJi 
steel  at  a  4,4oo-feet  level,  with  a  pressure 
behind  it  of  115  lbs.  to  the  square  inch.  If 
the  h(Hiorable  member  dwibts  my  wwd  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  take  hun  down  the  mine 
and  let  him  see  for  himself.  Would  the 
honcn-able  member  be  prepared  to  vote  for  a 
duty  on  these  machines  if  that  statement 
were  proved  to  be  correct?  Of  course,  I 
know  he  would  not. 

Mr.  Hedges. — ^The  honorable  member  is 
making  a  lot  of  fuss  about  g<»ng  down  that 
mine. 

Mr.  COON. — I  know  more  of  mines 
than  does  the  honorable  member.  I  have 
done  too  much  of  mining  in  my  time.  I 
know  all  about  it.  I  want  to  give  the 
CcMnmittee  the  benefit  of  a  tesdmmial  by  a 
mining  manager  concerning  an  Australian 
machine  made  in  a  small  country  town, 
manufacturers  of  which  have  made  over 
200  machines. 

Mr.  Frazer. — Reckless  statements. 
Mr.  COON. — The  h<xu>rable  member 
need  not  interject  about  reckless  statements ; 
he  is  very  fond  of.  interjecting,  and  let  me 
tell  him  that  if  he  can  do  so  he  will  have 
an  opportunity  later  to  contradict  the  state- 
ments I  make.  I  shall  be  able  to  tell  him 
s(Hnething  more  if  he  says  I  am  making 
reckless  statements. 

Mr.  Frazer, — I  have  l<xig  ago  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  necessity  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  COON. — I  propose  to  read  the  fol- 
lowing testimonial  of  an  Australian  rock, 
driil  from  the  manager  of  the  Central  Cook- 
mans  mine  at  Maldcm.  His  letter  is  dated 
9th  April,  1908,  and  he  writes — 
Dear  Sir, 

In  reference  to   Mr.  Faulkner*!  rock  drill, 

I  have  very  much  pleasure  in  giving  my  opinion 
on  this  drill.  For  hard  ground  it  cannot  be 
beaten.  We  have  sunk  200  feet  of  shaft  with 
one  drill,  and  so  far  it  has  not  cost  one  farthing 
.for  repair. i  also t^«JP©»g4^«  ""n* 
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drill  and  done  a  fair  bit  of  sloping  besides, 
and  we  tave  not  had  a  break  of  any  kind. 
The  other  two  drills  are  giving  the  same  satis- 
faction in  the  stopea. 

That  is  signed  "  Joseph  Cook,  mine  man- 
ager." Another  testimonial  from  the  gene- 
ral manager  of  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary 
Block  lo  Company,  dated  14th  April, 

1908,  says — 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.* 
I  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  your  drills  are 
giving  complete  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Foster.— What  is  the  price  of  the 
locallv-made  drill  ? 

Ur.  COON. — About  the  same  as  that  of 
the  imported  drill.  It  is  not  entirely  a 
matter  of  pri(X.  If  aie  tried  to  send  a 
drill  to  the  country  from  which  the  im- 
ported drill  comes,  he  would  be  charged  27 
per  cent.  duty.  Yet  we  are  asked  to  allow 
fOTeign-made  drills  to  come  in  free.  In 
Western  Australia,  ;^4»39fi»ooo 
expended  on  mining  machinery,  a  very 
large  sum;  but  the  expenditure  has  Iweti 
greater  than  it  need  have  been,  because  the 
mine-owners  have  gone  to  the  Old  Country 
instead  of  buying  Australian-made  ma- 
chinery. Is  no  consideration  to  be  given 
to  the  men  employed  in  our  engineering 
works,  or  to  those  who  have  expended 
money  in  building  up  our  factories  and 
foimdries?  Over  16,000  men  are  em- 
ployed in  the  engineering  trade  in  Aus- 
tralia, and  ;£i,5SO,ooo  has  been  invested 
in  the  industry.  Are  we  to  close  our  fac- 
tories and  foundries  in  order  that  fweign- 
made  machinery  may  flood  the  market? 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Are  we  to  put  up 
the  price  of  machinery,  and,  by  closing  oar 
mines,  throw  out  of  employment  thousands 
of  workers? 

Mr.  COON.— l^t  me  remind  the  honor- 
able member  that  local  competition  has  re- 
duced the  price  of  these  drills  from  jC,6o  to 
£^0,  How  many  of  the  120,000  miners 
in  Australia  would  vote  for  the  taking  off 
of  the  dutv  ?  Are  these  drills  the  tools  ot 
trade  of  the  working  miner  in  the  sense  that 
picks  and  shovels  are?  No.  Tf  the  duty 
were  taken  off,  only  the  importers  would 
benefit.  A  short  time  ago,  when  a  drill 
was  required  for  a  quarry  not  far  frcmi 
here,  an  importer  asked  £45  for  one,  but 
when  he  heard  that  an  Australian  manufac- 
turer had  offered  to  supply  a  drill,  he  re- 
duced his  price  to  ^.^2.  Mv  answer  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Calare  is  that 
local  competition  is  bringing  about  the 
manufacture,  at  reasonable  prices,  of  ma- 
chines which  give  every  satisfaction.  I 
hold  in  mv  band  a  piece  of  stwie  which 


was  brought  up  from  a  depth  of  4,44° 
If  the  houvable  member  for  Darling  can 
produce  hanter  stcxie  from  Cobar  or  Wes- 
tern Australia,  I  shall  be  ready  to  vote  for 
the  taking  o*f  of  the  duty.  He  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Kalgoorlie  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Labour  Party ;  but  is  the  pro- 
posal for  the  rernoval  of  the  duty  advanced 
on  behalf  of  the  miners  of  Western  Aus- 
tralia ? 

Mr.  Foster. — Certainly.  . 

Mr.  COON. — The  120,000  men  era- 
ployed  in  mining,  who  were  spoken  of  yes^ 
terday  as  well  paid,  earn,  oa  the  average, 
38s.  a  week,  and  there  are  in  Broken  Hill 
miners  worldng  for  5s.  a  day.  Do  honor- 
able members  represent  the  working  miners, 
or  tiie  wealthy  mine-owners  j  tfie  men  below 
or  the  men  above ;  the  men  witli  the  mole- 
skins and  hobnailed  boots,  m  the  men  with 
the  long  coats  and  the  top  hats? 

Mr.  Hedges. — What  has  this  to  do  with 
rock  drills? 

Mr.  COON. — I  know  whom  the  honor- 
able member  represents.  But  do  others  who 
ask  us  to  place  rock  drills  <mi  the  free  list 
represent  the  wcffking  classes  or  the  im- 
porters ? 

Mr.  Thomas. — The  working  classes  pay 
every  penny  of  the  duties. 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorable  member 
kno\vs  that  it  is  not  so.  The  men  below  the 
surface  say,  "  Give  us  the  Australian  rock 
drill."  It  is  the  importers  who  say  "  Let 
drills  come  in  free.'* 

Mr.  Thobias. — The  Broken  Hill  miners 
sav,  "  Let  us  have  the  best  drills  in  the 
wcirld." 

Mr.  COON. — Yesterday  a  miner  from 
Broken  Hill  told  me  that  the  Australian 
drill  is  the  best,  and  that  the  men  there 
use  it  whenever  they  have  a  chance. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Itl  is  strange  that  more 
should  be  paid  for  the  imported  than  for 
the  locally  made  article,  if  the  latter  is  the 
lietter. 

Mr.  COON. — Why  were  twenty-six  Aus- 
tralian drills  bought  for  the  Broken  Hill 
mines  in  Decemter  last,  if  the  imported 
are  better? 

Mr.  Thouas. — I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the 
Australian  dHlls  bemg  used. 

Mr.  COON. — Then  the  honorable  mem- 
ber should  vote  for  the  duty.  It  is  those 
who  sit  in  cilices  and  do  no  work  who  wish 
to  have  the  duty  removed.  They  desire-, 
that  the  miners'  sone  shall  follow  their 
fathers,  who  have  to  slave  for  their  exist- 
ence. They  say  "  Let  us  close  up  the  engi- 
neering works,  and  allow  fweign  made 
goods  to  be  impoftediVyCj^^&in  the 
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honorable  member  represents  do  not  wish 
the  duty  to  be  removed.  What  has  the 
miner  to  gain  by  its  removal  ?  Would  he 
get  higher  wages?  He  would  not  get  a 
penny  more.  Woul-d  his  children  ha\c; 
better  employment  ?  No.  Instead  of  being 
able  to  apprentice  his  sons  to  the  engineer- 
ing trade,  they  would,  if  the  duty  were  re- 
moved, be  compelled  to  foHow  in  his  foot- 
steps, and,  at  f<^ty,  would  be  old'  men. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bbown. — Where  will  the 
engineering  trade  be  if  the  mining  industry 
is  killed? 

Mr.  COON.— The  number  of  fatal  acrf- 
dents  wfiich  occur  in  oonnexi(xi  with  min- 
ing, and  the  injury  to  health  due  to  working 
in  deep  mines,  should  make  the  Committee 
seriously  hesitate  about  doing  -away  with 
a  duty  which  will  open  other  avenues  of 
employment. 

Mr.  Palmer. — Is  the  honorable  member 
opposed  to  mining? 

Mr.  COON. — No.  1  wish  to  encourage 
the  mining  industry.  Will  the  removal  of 
the  duty  help  the  miner? 

Mr.  Reid. — In  agisting  the  mining  in- 
dustry it  will  help  the  miner.  There  sefans 
to  be  a  lot  of  "  stone-walling." 

Mr.  COON. — Apparently  the  right  hwi- 
orable  gentleman  thinks  that  he  has  the 
numbers,  and  that  further  speeches  are  use- 
less. The  removal  of  the  duty  would  bene- 
fit Cffily  the  importers.  I  have  shown  that 
it  is  not  a  tax  on  the  mining  industry,  nnd 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  will  not  be  led 
away  by  statements  like  those  of  the  honor- 
able member  for  Calare,  who  under  any 
circumstances  would  vote  against  the  duty. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  honorable  member 
for  Kalgoorlie,  who  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent one  section  of  the  community,  is  now 
representing  another  section.  In  the  in- 
terests of  the  great  body  of  workers  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  adhere  to  its  former  de- 
cision, and  vote  for  the  duty. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [5.4].— The  hon- 
wable  member  for  Batman  has  given  us  a 
vigorous  and  lengthy  addtess,  in  which 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  sound  sense.  But  I 
wifkh  to  correct  his  statement  that  there  are 
at  Broken  Hill  men  receiving  5s.  a  day. 

Mr.  Coon. — Under  the  contract  system. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Not  even  under  the  con- 
tract system. 

Mr.  Thomas. — I  think  that  some  under 
the  contract  system  get  less. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  do  not  think  so.  No 
man  has  a  right  to  be  working  there  for  less. 
In  view  of  the  great  depreciaticm  existing 
at  present  in  the  price  of  all  metals,  and 


the  difficulty  of  ptoviding  new  sources  of 
employment  or  opening  up  new  mining  en- 
terprises, the  honorable  men^r  for  Bat- 
man must  consider  that  it  is  not  a  question 
merely  as  to  whether  these  duties  will  affect 
the  mines  or  not.  We  are  faced  with  the  very- 
serious  question  of  whether  there  will  be 
full  employment  at  all  in  mining.    I  regret 
to  say  that  probably,  unless  there  is  s 
change  in  present  conditions,  a  great  many 
men  must  lose  their  employment.    There  is 
a  disposition  in  this  Chamber  to  ascribe 
many  of  the  effects  that  we  see  to  wrong 
causes.    We  are  blaming  certain  duties 
which  the  Government  are  imposing  for 
effects  which  really  arise  from  our  absolute 
inability  to  alter  the  condition  now  obtaining 
throughout  the  world,  which  means  lower 
prices  all  round.  I  fear  that  the  influence  of 
that  condition  is  going  to  be  serious  upon 
the  miners  as  a  whole.      It  is  a  grave 
position  with  which  Australia  is  at  present 
faced.     When  this  item  was  last  before 
this  Chamber,  I  voted  for  a  duty  of  15 
per  cent.    It  is  perfectly  idle  to  say  tha. 
these  drills  cannot  be  made  in  Australia, 
because  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that 
they  are  being  used  in  some  of  the  mines 
at  Brokoi  Hill,  and  used  successfully.  The 
question  as  to  whether  a  man  uses  an  In- 
gersoll  drill,  a  Rand  drill,  a  Sullivan  drill, 
a  Holman  drill,  or  the  Bendigo  drill  is 
mosJy  a  pure  matter  of  prejudice,  dictated 
by  the  mining  manager,  or  swnetimes  by  the 
directors.    But  it  would  be  just  as  idle 
to  assert  that  for  all  purposes  the  Bendigc 
drill  is  equally  serviceable  and  equally  use- 
ful with   the   imported   article.     I  feel 
strongly  that  there  is  no  legitimate  reason 
why  a  useful  and  valuable  drill  should  not 
be  made  in  Australia  in  larger  numbers 
than  are  being  used  at  present.   I  know  of 
my  own  knowledge  that  the  Bendigo  drill 
is  being  successfully  us^  at  present  in  the 
Long  Tunnel  mine.    The  honwable  mem- 
ber for  Batman  read  a  certificate  from  a 
very  capable  manager,  and,  if  there  is  any- 
thing in  ^he  desire  to  give  reascmable  pro- 
tection, it  is  absurd  not  to-  give  some  as- 
sistance to  an  industry  which  is  nc^  very 
vigorous,  and  needs  some  help.    I  see  no 
reason,  other  than  the  great  reduction  of 
prices  now  affecting  the  whole  world,  why 
I  should  change  the  vote  which  I  gave  pre- 
viously.   I  propose,  therefore,  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  accept  a  duty  of  15  per  cent, 
in  the  general  Tariff,  instead  of  the  20  per 
cent,  which  appears  in  the  schedule,  with 
a  duty  of  10  per  cent.,  instead  of  15  per 
cent.,  against  the  United /Kino»]aqiL  Will 
the  Minister  agi^iti^  bittMftpygl^  large 
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number  of  honorable  members  are  prepared 
to  vote  for  it  ? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — I  have  to  be  very 
careful  now  as  to  what  sort  of  a  bargain  I 
enter  into. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  will  not  make  a  bar- 
gain with  the  honorable  member,  but  will 
move — 

Mr.  Reid. — Not  yet.  We  want  to  try 
to  get  the  item  free  first. 

Mr.  KNOX.— In  the  event  of  the  re- 
quested amnidment  to  make  the  item  free 
being  defeated,  I  wilt  move  for  a  duty  of 
15  per  cent.  I  shall  vote  against  20  per 
cent.,  and  also  against  making  the  item 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [5.10].— My 
name  has  been  mentioned  two  or  three  times 
in  connexion  with  this  matter.  I  shall  make 
no  reply  10  the  reckless  statements. of  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman  regarding  the 
people  whose  interests  will  be  affected  by 
removing  the  duty. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — The  hcmorable 
member  does  not  accept  him  as  an  autho- 
rity? 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  accept  him  as  an  au- 
thwity  cmly  upon  the  most  reckless  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  in  this  Chamber 
since  I  have  been  here.  .  I  leave  it  at  that. 
Tn  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  proposal,  I 
cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  why  we  should 
differentiate  between  the  mining  and  all  the 
other  industries  of  Australia.  Tools  of 
trade  that  are  necessary  to  the  mechanic 
in  any  other  industry,  and  that  are  not 
produced  in  a  satisfactory  form  in  Aus- 
tralia are  admitted  free  under  this  Tariff, 
but  when  it  oc»nes  to  a  question  of  the 
mining  industry,  a  duty  of  this  kind,  for 
which  there  is  absolutely  no  justificatinif 
is  imposed.  There  are  at  present, 
speaking  from  memory,  working  in  Aus- 
tralia 1,500  ot  1,600  rock  drills,  half 
or  nearly  half  of  which  are  in  Western 
Australia.  The  fact  cannot  be  disputed 
that,  although  the  great  majority  of  min- 
ing managers  in  that  State,  and  certainly 
those  of  all  the  principal  mines,  are  Aus- 
tralians, and  most  of  them  Victorians, 
none  of  the  Australian  driiU  are  working 
in  the  principal  mines  in  Western  Australia 
at  present. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Have  they  been 
tried  there? 

Mr.  FRAZF.R.— Vps.  Mr.  Hamilton, 
the  manager  of  the  Great  Boulder  mine, 
trlf'd  to  perfect  the  Taylor- Horsfield  drill 
tliat  came  from  Bendigo  in  order,  I  sup- 
pose,   that    he   might   be   able   to  use 


that  class  of  drill  at  a  lower  oa&t  than 
he  had  to  give  for  imported  drills.  He 
expended  considerable  time  and  energy  in 
the  attempt,  but  ultimately  had  to  abandcxi 
it.  Surely  when  the  locally-made  drill 
can  be  obtained  imder  pres»it  conditions 
for  £y  less  than  the  imported,  there  must 
be  some  solid  reason  for  mining  managers 
buying  the  dearer  article.  Tho'r  justifi- 
cation is  that  the  locally-made  drill  has 
not  been  perfected  up  to  the  condition  of 
the  imported -drill.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  prejudice  at  all,,  but  a  question  of 
capacity  to  meet  the  existing  omditions. 
If  I  could  see  my  way  clear  to  vote  for 
the  duty.  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  do 
so,  but  I  cannot  do  so  when  I  know  that 
it  means  imposing  a  tax  of  about  ;^20,ooo 
per  annum'  on  the  mining  industry.  I 
thoroughly  believe  that  the  imposition  of 
the  duty  will  not  dimintlsh  the  number  of 
drills  imported.  The  drill  that  has  been 
giving  satisfaction,  that  has  a  superi(^ 
valve  gear,  and  has  the  advantage  of  a 
number  of  other  patents,  will  still  be 
preferred. 

Mr.  Saluon. — The  patent  is  nearly  run 
out  now. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— There  are  about  forty 
different  patents  in  ccwmexion  with  the 
IngersoH-Rand  drill,  and  I  believe  there 
are  more  recent  patents  in  connexion  with 
the  Holman  drill.  What  patent  is  run- 
ning out? 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  Ingersoll. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— The  valve  gear  of  the 
machine  has  been  perfected,  and  so  haw 
the  general  workmanship  and  the  design. 
All  these  improvements  have  been  patented. 
Which  patent  is  likely  to  run  out? 

.  Mr.  Salmon.— The  Austral  Company 
have  purchased  Shaw's  patent  rights. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  Austral  Com- 
pany can  make  a  satisfactory  drill  I  shall 
be  very  pleased.  But  seeing  that  the 
locally-made  drill,  when  made  under  Aus- 
tralian conditicms,  can  be  sold  for  jQ-j 
less  than  the  imported  one,  I  see  no 
justification  for  imposing  a  burden  of 
;^20,ooo  on  the  mining  industry.  As  to 
the  question  of  who  will  ultimately  pay 
for  it,  if  the  Committee  insist  on  fAlmg 
these  duties  in  a  general  fashion  upoit  the 
mining  industry  in  omnexion  with  artides 
that  cannot  be  satisfactorily  produced  in 
Au<;tralia,  instead  of  putting  prohibitive 
rates  on  articles  that  can  be  satisfactorily 
made  here,  and  allowing  those  which  can- 
not to  come  on  f  rei^ti^  i$  UikO^m^  man 
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who  will  ultimately  suffer,  because  he  will 
lose  his  employment  in  the  mining  pio- 
positions  of  Austrjilia. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Very  few  men  in  any 
line  of  business  u'iil  admut  that  the  articles 
which  thev  use  can  be  made  in  Australia. 
That  argument  will  apply  all  round,  and, 
according  to  many  pers(xis,  we  should  make 
nothing  here. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— I  fail  to  see  the  point  of 
the  interjection.  A  great  number  of  neces- 
sities in  machinery  for  which  there  is  a 
market  in  Australia  are  being  satisfactCHily 
produced  here  now.  But  Sere  are  other 
classes  of  madiinery  which,  cm  account  of 
patent  rights  and  their  highly  technical  con- 
struction,  we  cannot  produce  satisfactorily. 
I  believe  that  this  is  one  of  them,  and 
that  the  patent  rights  in  connexion  with 
the  imported  drills  make  them  absolutely 
superior  to  the  locallv  made.  They  are 
so  superior  that  mining  managers  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  tlie  higher  price 
for  tfam.  We  are  asked  now,  in  cvder  to 
give  employment  to  a  very  few  workmen 
in  Bendigo,  to  impose  this  great  additional 
burden  on  the  mining  industry,  which  must 
ultimately  affect  the  men  employed  therein. 
There  is  no  justification  for  it,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  accept  the  ;amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.19].— 
There  appears  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  duty  should  be  5  per 
cent,  or  20  per  cent.,  or  some  intermediate 
rate,  and  I  think  the  Comm'ttee  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  question)  put  in  such 
a  way  that  a  clear  vote  can  be  taken  on 
the  item.  It  may  be  a  matter  of  some 
difficulty  to  decide  how  it  is  to  be  put. 
I  understand  fnxn  the  Chair,  that  if  the 
usual  pn^KKition,  "  Hiat  the  requested 
amendment  be  not  made,"  is  put  and 
agreed  to,  that  will  be  conclusive,  and 
the  duty  will  remain  at  20  per  cent.  That 
would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee, because  I  understand  that  a  num- 
ber of  honorable  members  are  not  in  favour 
of  the  Senate's  request,  but  are  willing 
to  adopt  SOTne  duty  lower  than  20  per 
cent.  We  should  arrive  at  some  way  of 
putting  the  question  to  enable  those  who 
are  against  the  Senate's  request  to  -vote 
against  it.  and  then  allow  others  to  pro- 
pose an  alternative  if  they  like.  It  is 
usual  in  a  case  of  that)  nature  to  give  the 
Ccnunittee  an  opportunity  of  having  a 
Btraightout  vote. 


Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Would  it  not 
be  better  to  put  it  the  other  way?  If  an 
honorable  member  is  in  favour  of  15  per 
coit.,  let  him  propose  it. 

Mr.  REID. — That  is  beginning  at  the 
wrong  end.  I  suggest  that  if  the  proposi- 
tion were  that  the  Senate's  requested 
amendment  be  made  it  would  enable  a 
straight  vote  to  be  taken. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  would  settle 
the  question. 

Mr.  REID. — \o,  because  if  that  were 
negatived  it  would  still  be  open  to  the 
Committee  to  modify  the  request. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  best  way  is  to  put 
the  question  that  the  duty  of  5  per  rent, 
be  omitted. 

Mr.  DuGAiD  Thomson.  —  The  lowest 
figure  is  always  put  first  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  if  the  ques- 
tion were  put  that  the  requested  amend- 
ment to  5  per  cent,  be  made,  the  opinion  of 
the  Cnnmittee  could  be  tested,  because  all 
those  who  wished  to  make  the  duty  higher 
could  vote  for  the  omission  of  that  figure. 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  main 
question,  because  I  detect  rather  a  strong 
disposition  on  the  other  side  to  proItMig  Uie 
agony  on  the  Tariff,  I  am  not  going  to 
help  them,  because  they  have  a  sword  hang- 
ing over  their  heads,  and  want  to  leave  it 
there  as  long  as  they  can.  A  rock  drill  is 
really  a  tool  of  trade.  Himdreds  of  tools 
of  trade  are  admitted  free  for  industries 
which  are  getting  a  protection  of  30  or  40 
per  cent.,  but  the  gold  miners,  the  coal 
miners,  the  copper  miners,  and  the  tin 
miners  do  not  get  a  shred  of  protectiwi  out 
of  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Still  it  is  opening  up 
nthtii  avenues  of  employment  for  their 
children. 

Mr.  REID.— Why  should  not  the  arti- . 
sans  on  gold-fields,  or  the  companies  whidi 
employ  them — for  it  is  exactly  the  same 
thing — get  their  tools  of  trade  free  if  the 
artisans  in  other  industries  get  theirs  free? 
Take  the  hat  and  other  factories  which  are 
protected  to  the  extent  of  30  or  40  per  cent. 
— indeed,  some  hats  have  been  given  a  pro- 
tection of  120  per  cent. — they  get  their 
tools  of  trade  free,  and  but  for  a  protest 
from  this  side,  they  would  have  got  free 
machinery  too.  Whv  should  not  th^  gold 
mining  industry  have  its  tools  of  trade  free 
if  the  artisans  of  Sydney  and  Melbourne  get 
theirs  free,  seeing  that  the  latter  get  a  pro- 
tection in  respect  of  the  articles  which  thev 
produce?  The  miners  do  not  get  a  single 
fthred  of  Protect;sp^^^'g;i@g)^g|ieost  nn- 
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certain  industry.  As  every  one  knows, 
thousands  of  miners  d^)end  not  upon  their 
o*n  industry,'  not  up(xi  the  merits  of  tbar 
work,  but  upwi  whether  a  certain  mining 
proposition  is  paying.  If  it  is  not  paying, 
they  are  thrown  out  of  work.  Other  in- 
dustries are  made  secure  in  that  regard  by 
giving  them  a  proteclirai  of  40  per  cent. 
There  is  no  such  protection  given  to  the 
miners,  and  therefore  I  submit  that  the 
mining  industry  should  receive  the  same 
advantage  as  regards  a  tool  of  trade.  I 
hope  that  I  have  not  disturbed  the  ccmver- 
sations  in  the  chamber. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [S.-^S]-— 
I  am  quite  proud  of  the  plea  which  has 
been  put  in  for  the  working  miner  by  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  he  has  missed 
one  point.  He  has  stated  that  when  a  mine 
closes  down  the  miners  cannot  get  work. 
Now,  he  has  forgotten  all  about  our 
policy  of  protection  to  get  them  work. 

Mr.  REiD.—What  do  we  do  for  a  man 
whose  mine  is  closed  down? 

Mr,  FOSTER.— We  must  all  admit  that 
it  would  be  a  very  serious  thing  for  any 
big  mine  to  be  shut  down.  But  we  must 
aim  at  beccwning  an  exporting  country  in 
time.  We  have  all  the  raw  material,  and 
if  we  cannot  manufacture  as  well  as  other 
countries,  and  export  our  manufactures  in 
time—; — 

Mr.  Thohas. — I  wcxider  that  they  do 
not  export  rock  drills. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber will  only  exercise  a  little  patience  he 
may  even  see  rock  drills  exported.  Seeing 
that  Australia  is  an  important  mining 
OMintry  with  great  possibilities,  my  idea  is 
to  have  all  the  machinery  used  in  our  mines 
made  locally  if  possible  and  under  the  best 
conditions.  If  the  machinery  for  gold 
mines  is  made  here  that  will  assist  the  coal 
and  iron  mines  and  other  branches  of  min- 
ing. While  I  voted  in  the  light  of  certain 
knowledge  fw  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on 
rock  drills  I  feel  inclined  now,  owing  to 
later  information,  to  ask  for  a  reduction 
of  the  rate.  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
lowest  rate,  which  I  consider  is  fairlv  pro- 
tective, and  that  is  15  per  cent.  If  the 
Treasurer  would  adopt  my  stiggesticxi  it 
would  be  a  fair  arrangement.  Otherwise 
it  will  be  better  to  admit  rock  drills  free 
than  to  impose  a  duty  of  5  or  10  per  cent., 
because  that  would  be  merely  a  revenue 
duty.  A  point  was  brought  up  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman,  which  1  can- 
not allow  to  pass  without  ccHnment,  and 
that  was  that  working  miners  are  not  af- 


fected by  the  price  of  rock  drills.  That 
is  a  very  absurd  idea.     The  whole  thing 
hinges  upon  the   working   of  low-grade 
mines.    We  know  that  in  Australia  there 
are  thousands  of  mining  propositims  which 
by  very  cheap  treatment  oould  be  made  to 
pay.   We  should  not  hinder  any  companies 
which  are  willing  to  invest  their  capital 
in  that  direction  frcwn  opening  up  their  min- 
ing propositiwis.    The  very  first  men  to 
bemefit  when  a  mining  proposition  is  opened 
up  are  the  employes.    The  htmorable  mem- 
ber for  Batman  also  overlooked  the  fact 
that  we  have  got  beyond  the  pick  and  sho\-el 
days  of  mining  and  have  now  reached  the 
era  of  machine  mining.    In  the  future  tbe 
mining  of  Australia  will  have  to  be  done 
mainly  by  large  machinery  and  with  large 
capital.    It  is  therefore  of  no  use  for  him 
tc  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  '>'.t  is  not 
desired  to  tax  the  pick  and  shovel  which 
a  poc»-  man  uses.     He,  as  well  as  any- 
body else,  has  to  use  machines.     If  a 
body  of  men  tmdertake  mining  contracts  or 
take  a  mine  on  tribute  they,  too,  must  use 
machinery.      If  I  had  the  opportunity  I 
should  urge  that  a  bounty  upon  the  pro- 
duction of   mining  machinery  should  be 
offered,   because,    in    my   opinion,  that 
would  be  much  failrer  to  the  mining  in- 
dustry than    a  protective  duty.  After 
listening   to   the   statements   of  hcmor- 
able  members  I   am  rather  in  doubt  as 
to  which  drill  is  the  moK  efficient — the 
Australian  or  the  impcnrted.     That  there 
are  a  number  of  mine-owners  who  greatlv 
prefer    the    foreign    drill    goes  without 
saying.     But,  seeing_  that  a  company  has 
manufactured    a    fairly    effident  drill, 
struggled  along,  and  sold  a  large  number 
of  drills,  I  think  that  it  would  be  unfair 
to  take  away  all  protection  frwn  them. 
Therefore  I  shall  support  a  duty  of  1 5  per 
cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— For  the  con\-enience 
of  the  Cfflumittee  I  intend  to  divide  the 
proposition  and  in  the  first  instance  only  to 
put  the  question  that  the  requested  altera- 
tion to  5  per  cent,  be  not  made.  The 
Committee  will  be  able  to  fill  a  blank  if 
made  with  any  figure  which  it  may  desire. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Treasurer  to 
withdraw  his  motioi. 

Q  uestion — Th  at  the  req  nested  amend  - 
ment  making  the  duty  on  item  176,  para- 
graph D  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent.,  he 
not  made— put.     The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes      ...  ...  ...  ay 
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Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
C(X)k,  Hume 
Cooo,  J. 
Croucl),  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom.,  L.  E. 
Harper,  R. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyn«,  Sir  William 
Ualoney,  W.  R.  N. 


Mathews,  J. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrcr,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
\\atkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilka,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Katrbaim,  G. 
Hutchison,  J. 


Noes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest.  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fraaer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
GIvnn.  P.  MoM. 
He'dges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Liddell.  F. 


Chanter,  J.  M. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
O'M  alley,  King 
Manger,  S. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
McDougatl,  J.  K. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Bamford.  F.  W. 


Livingston,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A- 
Keid,  G.  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henrv 
Teller's: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Paibs. 


Fjfsh,  Sir  Philip 
Fisher,  A. 
Fowler,  I.  M. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Edwards,  R. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Hughes,  W.  M. 


The  CHAIRMAN.— The  niunbers  being 
equal,  I  give  my  casting  vote  with  the 

"  Noes." 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Moticn  negatived. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  the  noise  and  the 
exchange  of  interjections  which  frequently 
tske  place  during  the  progress  of  divi- 
sions are  scarrely  in  keeping  with  the  dignity 
of  this  Chamber,  and  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  impossibility  for  me  to  preserve  order 
without  the  assistance  of  htmorable .  mem- 
bers. Many  times  when  I  have  attempted 
to  call  the  Conmittee  to  order,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  raise  my  voice  sufficiently  to 
make  mvself  heard.  I  ask  honorable  mem- 
bers to  assist  me  in  maintaining  order 
whilst  divisitKis  are  in  progress.  Of  course, 
it  is  only  natural  that  a  certain  amount  of 
excitement  should  be  engendered  at  such 
times,  and  I  am  prepared  to  allow  a  reastm- 
able  latitude  in  that  connexion,  but  I  do 


ask  the  Committee  to  help  me  to  maintain 
more  deconmi  than  was  manifested  during 
the  divisicm  just  taken. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [5.41].— I 
wish  to  know  whether  I  should  be  in  order 
in  proposing  that  the  duty  under  the  gene- 
ral Tariff  should  be  10  per  cent.  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— No.  The  honorable 
member  would  be  quite  in  order  in  sub- 
mitting such  a  proposal  if  a  blank  had  been 
created,  but  no  blank  has  been  created.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Committee  have  already 
decided  that  the  duty  of  5  per  caiX.  shall 
stand. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Then  I  understand 
that,  by  your  casting  vote,  sir — which,  in 
my  opinion,  was  not  in  accordance  with  the 
rule  usually  adopted — the  item  has  been 
made  absolutely  free? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  question  my  vote. 

Mr.  MALONEY. — I  am  not  questioning 
your  vote,  sir,  because  I  know  that  it  was 
an  honest  vote.  But  do  I  understand  that 
this  item  has  been  made  absolutely  free? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— By  my  casting  vo'.e, 
the  Committee  have  decided  that  the  duty 
upon  the  item  under  the  general  Tariff  shall 
be  5  per  cent.  It  is  now  open  to  any  hon- 
orable member  to  submit  a  modification  of 
the  request  in  the  second  column  of  the 
schedule. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [5.42].— I 
trust  that  the  Government  will  move  either 
for  the  imposition  of  a  5  per  cent,  duty 
all  round,  or  that  the  duty  of  15  per  cent, 
shall  stand.  Five  per  cent,  is  merely  a  re- 
venue duty. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  might  as  well  make 
the  duty  5  per  cent,  all  roimd  now. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  think  that  we  ought 
to  do  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many 
honcM-able  members  have  altered  their 
opinions  up<m  this  question  siiKe  it  was 
previously  under  ccsisideration. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — They  are  beginning 
to  follow  the  example  set  by  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^This  is  the  protec- 
tion of  the  honorable  member  for  Flinders. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  should  like  to  ask 
whether  it  is  competent  for  the  Government 
in  another  place  to  move  for  the  abolition 
of  the  s  per  cent,  rate? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — Let  us  recommit  the  item. 

Mr.  SALMON. —Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  hope  that  the  Government  will 
admit  these  articles  from  the  United  King- 
dom at  5  per  cent,  or  free,  as  the  Senate 
has  suggested. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Whv  not  give  a  prefer- 
ence to  the  Motherland 
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Mr.  SALMON. — The  honorable  member 
— strong  advocate  as  he  is  of  preferential 
trade — voted  to  deprive  the  United  King- 
dom of  a.  preference  by  admitting  these  ar- 
ticles free  under  the  general  Tariff  when 
ttiey  were  fOTinerly  dutiable  at  5  per  cent. 
He  did  that  deliberately. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Is  there  any  motion 
before  the  Committee?  I  wish  to  know 
what  the  Government  intend  to  move. 

Sir  WiUAM  Lyne.— I  want  to  know 
what  the  honorable  member  is  going  to  do. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Upon  a  former  occasion 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  voted 
against  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  15  per 
cent  on  this  item,  and  in  favour  of  a  duty 
of  20  per  cent.  In  the  recent  division, 
however,  he  voted  for  a  5  per  cent.  rate.  I 
«pect  that  he  will  vote  for  the  admissitm  of 
these  articles  free  if  he  gets  the  opportunity 
to  do  so.  At  a  later  stage — if  the  Gcwem- 
ment  do  not  take  action  in  that  directiwi — 
I  shall  move  that  the  item  be  recommitted 
with  a  view  either  to  making  it  dutiable  at 
15  per  cent,  or  to  admitting  it  free. 

Motion — That  the  requested  amendment 
making  the  duty  on  item  176.  paragraph 
o  (United  Kingdom),  free,  be  not  made — 
withdrawn. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  making  the 
duty  on  item  176,  paragraph  D  (United  King- 
dom), free,  be  made. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Gwydir)  [5.47]  — 
Those  honorable  members  who  call  them- 
selves protectiorasts,  and  who— aftw  vc4ing 
for  20  per  cent,  upon  this  item  when  it  was 
previously  under  consideration  in  opposition 
to  15  per  cent. — assisted  just  now  to  defeat 
a  proposal  to  lew  a  reasonable  duty  upon 
it.  are  worse  than  our  dsrect  opponents. 
They  have  attempted  to  place  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  frame  a  scientific  Tariff  in 
a  false  >K>sitic»i.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
volume  of  Hansard  which  shows  that  when 
this  matter  was  formerly  under  considera- 
tion the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Echuca,  both  ot 
whom  were  returned  to  this  House  because 
of  their  professed  protectionist  principles, 
voted  in  favour  of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
in  opposition  to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  If 
this  Committee  is  not  entitled  to  an  explan- 
ation regarding  their  change  of  frtmt,  cer- 
lainlv  their  constituents  are. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber might  leave  us  to  our  constituents. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber is,  perhaps,  right.    It  would  be  tmkind 


to  refer  to  the  htmorable  member's  con- 
stituents, who  might  feel  annoyed  at  the 
attitude  which  he  has  assumed  upon  this 
item  and  at  the  way  in  which  he  has  be- 
trayed their  trust.  I  deeply  regret  that  the 
duty  proposed  in  respect  of  this  item  should 
have  been  defeated. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  wish  to  know  if  the 
ronarks  of  the  hcmcffable  member  are  rele- 
vant to  the  questicxi  before  the  Chair? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  is  quite  in  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  was  about  to  say 
that  it  has  been  recognised  from  time  imme- 
morial that  wlien  there  is  a  conflict  of 
opini<m,  as  in  the  present  instance,  the 
question  should  be  left  over  for  further 
(X)nsi  deration. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Take  defeat  Mike  a 
man  I 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— There  is  no  defeatr- 
what  has  happened  is  a  humiliation  to  those 
who  have  succeeded.  The  honorable  mem- 
bers I  have  indicated  must  be  peculi^ly 
constituted  if  they  can  take  a  pride  in  such 
a  victory. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Whom  has  the  hon- 
orable member  indicated  ? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  referring  to 
those  who  previously  voted  for  a  protec- 
tive duly  of  20  per  cent.,  and  have  now 
voted  for  a  duty  of  5  per  cent.  The  hon- 
orable member  for  Echuca  was  returned  by 
the  people  as  a  protectionist ;  but,  if  he 
claims  to  be  a  protectionist  now,  I  pity  the 
electors  who  trusted  him. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber has  been  addressing  the  Committee  for 
at  least  five  minutes  on  a  vote  reoently 
taken.  While  the  honorable 'm«nber  may 
incidentaliy  refer  to  that  vote,  I  submit 
that  he  may  not  proceed  to  discuss  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.—The  honorable  mem- 
lier  for  Gwydir  has  no  right  to  discuss  a 
vote  which  has  been  takwi.  I  have  bewi  try* 
ing  to  follow  the  honorable  member,  but  I 
candidly  confess  that  I  have  not  been  able 
to  do  so,  owing  to  the  noise  caused  the 
consti^nt  conversations  amongst  hoKH-able 
members.  I  have  repeatedly  asked  honor- 
ahlf?  members  to  discontinue  these  conversa- 
tions ;  nnd  I  now  again  appeal  to  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  am  rather  sur- 
prised that  the  hwiorable  member  for  Par- 
ramatia.  of  all  men.  should  raise  an  ob- 
iection  to  an  honorable  member  expressing 
his  opinion  of  other  honi»rabIe  members. 
The  honorable  member  foe.  Paramatta,  the 
greatest  sinner  of^gll— Qooglg 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— I  desire  to  know 
whetho:,  when  we  come  to  a  diviskm  on  the 
questifxi  immediately  before  us,  we  are  to 
expect  further  lightning  changes  on  the 
part  of  some  honorable  members? 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — The  honorable 
member  must  remember  that  the  changes 
are  not  all  on  one  side. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— The  most  striking 
changes  are  on  one  side. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  for  Gwydir  never  change  his 
mind? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Yes,  when  I  have 
good  ground,  and  always  in  the  right 
direction. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — Then,  may  o.hers 
not  change  their  minds? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.— Some  people  not  only 
change  their  minds,  but  change  their  coats. 
However,  I  leave  the  Honorable  members  I 
have  manti(M>ed  to  their  electors. 

Mr.  WlLKS  (Dalley)  [s-SSl^I  am  glad 
that  the  Government  propose  to  accept 
the  suggestiiHi  in  the  second  column;  but 
I  trust  that,  later,  this  item  will  be 
reonnmitted.  A  suggestion  to  that 
effect  has  been  made  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Laanecoorie ;  and  I  hope  he 
will  follow  that  up  by  a  motion,  if  the  Go- 
vernment do  not  take  action.  Rather  than 
have  a  duty  of  5  per  cent.,  I  should  like 
to  see  the  item  absolutely  duty  free.  At 
present,  we  find  that  the  engineering  indus- 
try has  been 'most  badlv  treated.  Other  in- 
dustries have  had  their  cup  filled  every 
time,  but  the  engineers  are  asked  to  be 
satisfied  with  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  and 
free.  There  has  been  a  combination  of  the 
mining  and  agricultural  votes,  whether  pro- 
tecti(Hiist  or  free-trade,  to  practically  free 
this  item. 

Sir  William  Ltnb. — ^And  a  turn-coat 
vote. 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  shall  not  deal  with  that 
aspect. 

Sir  William  Lyne.- — Put  it  in  another 
way — a  Flinders  vote. 

Mr.  WILKS.— The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  and  others  may  look  after  their 
own  troubles ;  all  I  desire  to  point  out  is 
that  the  most  r(Aust  industry  of  engineering 
is  given  the  least  asustance.  It  is  sur- 
prising that  I,  a  free-trader,  should  have  to 
fight  for  protection  for  that  industry ;  but 
I  desire  to  emphasize  the  cruelty  of  pro- 
tectionists, who,  while  giving  every  con- 
sideration to  the  textile  and  other  trades, 
leave  ths  engineering  trade  with  the  small 


duty  which  I  have  mentioned.  We  have 
heard  about  geographical  protecti(»ists ;  but 
it  is  a  fa<^  that  «igiiieering  is  a  specialized 
industry  of  New  South  Wales,  and  that  this 
request  is  a  blow  at  that  State. 

Mr.  Kelly. — ^Hear  the  cheers  of  the  Vic- 
torians I 

Mr.  WILKS.— I  hear  the  cheers  of  the 
Treasurer;  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Wentworth  need  not  be  concerned  about  my 
attitude — I  can  look  after  myself  very  well. 
But  the  cheers  of  the  Government  are  of  no 
avail,  unless  they  follow  the  cheers  ap  by 
recfflnmitting  this  item.  Many  honorable 
members  have  indicated  that  they  would 
like  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.,  and  I  suggest 
that,  when  the  item  is  recornmitted,  the 
Ministry  do  not  propose  20  per  cent.,  but 
test  the  genuineness  of  those  honcffable  mem- 
bers by  proposing  a  duty  of  15  per  <xnt. 
I  would  rather  have  a  duty  of  15  per  cent, 
than  no  duty ;  but  rather  than  have  5  per 
cent.  I  would  prefer  absolute  freedom. 

Sir  WiLUAM  I^VNE. — Some  honorable 
members,  who  said  they  would  suppOTt  15 
per  cent. ,  voted  fcff  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Try  those- honorable  mem- 
bers with  a  proposal  of  duties  of  15  and 
10  per  cent. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [5.59].— I  hope  the 
Committee  will  decide  to  make  this  item 
free,  because  I  do  not  believe  in  a  revenue 
duty  of  5  per  cent.  ■ 

Sir  WniiAM  Lyne. — ^That  cannot  be 
done  now. 

Mr.  COON.— Then  I  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will  wait  until  the  Chairman  of 
the  Tariff  Commission  returns,  so  that  hon- 
orable gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  comer, 
who  promised  to  follow  him,  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  do  so. 

Sir  John  Forrest.  —  Who  promised  to 
follow  the  honorable  member  for  Bendigo? 
Like  all  the  honorable  member's  statements, 
the  one  he  has  just  made  is  not  based  on 
fact. 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  not  referring  to  the 
right  honorable  member  for  Swan,  but  to 
the  honorable  member  for  Flinders  and  the 
honorable  member  for  Echuca. 

Mr.  W.  H,  Ibvine. — What  does  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Batman  say  about  me? 

Mr.  COON.— I  say  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Flinders  decided  to  follo\v  the 
recommendaticHis  Of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tariff  Cc»iunissi(xi. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— The  honorable 
manber  fw  Batman  says  something  that  is 
absolutely  inovrect;  such  a  statement  was 
never  made  by  t^M^XmOgk 
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Mr.  COON. — In  my  opinim,  as  a  pro- 
tecticMiist,  a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is  not 
enough,  and  as  we  cannot  increase  the  duty 
our  only  course  is  to  make  the  item  free  in 
the  next  column.  As  a  genuine  protec- 
tionist, I  am  prepared  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment if  they  see  their  way  to  propose  a 
reoMnmittal  of  the  item  in  order  to  give 
5(xne  sham  protecticmists  an  opportunity,  to 
reverse  their  vote. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [6.0]. — Inasmuch 
as  the  Committee  have  decided  that  the 
general  Tariff  shall  be  5  per  cent. — a  de- 
cision which  I  hope  will  be  subsequently 
reversed — I  intend  to  ask  hcxiOTable  m«n- 
bo-s  to  make  the  item  free'  in  the  second 
column. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  have  already 
moved  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  venture  to  think  that 
the  position  is  most  inequitable.  The  Hol- 
man  drill  which,  I  believe,  is  made  in 
Ovnwall,  is  one  of  the  best  fiere;  and  if 
we  are  to  have  preference,  it  should  be  in 
favour  of  the  British  drill,  as  against  the 
combinaticm  drill  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  I  urge  that  the  item  be  made 
free  in  the  second  column,  in  order  that 
we  may  more  effectually  have  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  position. 

Mr.  MALONEY  (Melbourne)  [6.2].— It 
is  to  be  regretted  that,  owing  to  the  forms 
of  the  House,  there  is  no  means  of  meeting 
such  circumstances  as  have  arisen.  There 
are  members  opposite  who  have  intimated 
that  they  would  have  beoi  willing  to  vote 
for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  must  not  question  a  vote  already 
given. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  suppose  that  this  is 
not  die  time  to  interfere  with  the  forms  of 
the  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  before 
the  Committee  is  whether  the  item  shall  be 
free  in  the  second  column. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— It  is  somewhat  un- 
fortunate  that  some  honOTable  members  on 
the  oti^  side,  who  would  have  been  will- 
ing, I  understand,  to  vote  for  duties  of  15 

and  10  per  cent.  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  allow  the 
honorable  member  to  follow  that  line  of 
argument,  which  would  re-open  the  whole 
questicxi. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  take  it  there  is 
no  way  of  getting  over  the  difficulty  as  be- 
tween 15  per  cent,  and  free. 


The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  so  desires,  he  may  move  to  (xnit 
the  word  "  free"  and  insert  some  modifi- 
cation. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— That  would  place  me 
in  an  awkward  position.  No  one  can  con- 
tend few  a  moment  that  5  per  cent,  repre- 
sents any  adequate  protectiwi.  I  do  not 
see,  however,  why  honorable  members 
should  castigate  the  hc«iorable  member  for 
Flinders  and  the  honorable  member  /or 
Echuca,  who  are  quite  justified  in  holding 
their  own  opinions.  If  those  honorable 
members  are  free-traders,  what  matter? 

Mr.  Mathews. — So  long  as  they  admit 
the  fact  1 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Quite  so.  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  that  any  one  with  experience 
of  the  hcHKH-able  member  fw  Flinders,, 
w(HiId  never  trust  him ;  he  certainly  de- 
ceived me  on  wie  occasion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order  I 

Mr.  MALONEY— The  vote  of  the  hon- 
CHrable  member  f<x  Flind^s  can  be  ex- 
plained (Hily  in  (Hie  way,  of  which  his  past 
life  is  a  proof. 

The  CHAIRMAN— I  a^k  the  honorable 
member  for  Melbourne  not  to  discuss  the 
vote  given  by  the  honwable  member  for 
Flinders. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Then  I  take  it  tiiat 
honorable  members  who  preceded  me  were 
out  of  order  in  discussing  the  matter,  but 
were  permitted  to  proceed. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  to  oxifine  himself  to  the  question 
befcB-e  the  Committee.  If  other  honorable 
members  have  transgressed — it  may  be 
through  my  fault  in  allowing  them  to  do 
so — that  fact  does  not  justify  the  hcmorable 
mrmber  in  transgressing. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Then  T  shall  not 
transgress ;  but  I  congratulate  the  honorable 
members  who  preceded  me  on  the  oppor- 
tunity which  they  had,  but  which  is  denied 
to  me. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable  member  to  withdraw  that  remark. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— I  will  withdraw  it, 
though  I  cannot  see  any  other  way  in  which 
I  can  put  what  I  desire  to  say.  I  should 
like  to  put  my  meaning  in  more  suitable 
words. 

The  CHAIRMAN— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  to  withdraw  the  remark  un- 
conditionally. 

Mr.  MALONEY.— Certainly ;  with  the 
greatest  of  pleasure.  I  hope  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  certain  honorable  mem- 
bers, after  the  vote  which  they  gave  in  the 
last  division,  will  D|gp,,j5t»9^0og4@der» 


Cuatonu 


[30  Apsit,  X908.] 


Tariff  BiU. 


1072ft 


and  chickens,  and  their  votes  as  flounder 
and  chicken  votes;  because  I  can  assure 
them  that  the  fish  that  I  have  named  is  one 
that  dodges  and  wriggles,  whilst  any  one 
who  has  seen  an  Australian  chicken  run- 
ning round  and  turning  s<»nersaults  will 
un^stand  the  application  of  the  remark 
to  the  seonid  hcHiorable  monber  to  whom  I 
am  referring. 

Mr.  SPENCE  (Darling)  [6.6].— I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  not  be  led  into  a 
trap.  They  have  been  asked  to  recommit 
the  item  with  a  view  of  getting  a  good 
rousing  revenue  duty  attaclwd  to  it.  Let 
us  either  have  a  protective  Tariff  or  no- 
thing. An  attempt  is  being  made  to  get  rid 
of  the  proposed  preference  to  Great  Britain 
in  this  instance.  I  ask  the  Government  to 
stick  to  their  original  proposal  in  this  re- 
spec::,  and  not  agree  to  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  recommittal.  Members  of. the 
Government  have  told  us  over  and  over 
again  that  duties  of  10  and  15  per  cent,  are 
merely  high  revenue  duties,  and,  as  one 
who  believes  that  the  worst  kind  of  TarifF 
is  a  revenue  TarifF,  I  shall  not  support  any- 
thing of  that  sort.  The  Government,  hav- 
ing been  beaten  on  a  protectionist  pro- 
posal, should  stand  by  their  preference  pro- 
posal, which  amounts  to  only  5  per  cent.  I 
trust  that  the  Senate's  suggesticm  will  be 
agreed  to.  , 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [6.9].— I 
should  like  to  inquire  as  to  what  amount 
of  duty  would  be  paid  if  the  Committee 
were  to  defeat  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment ibat  rock-drills  be  free  under  the 
United  Kingdom  column?  Suppose  that 
the  members  of  the  Opposition  and  the  Op- 
position oxnn-,  with  a  few  tumorable  mem- 
bers from  this  side  of  the  chamber,  coalesce 
for  the  time  being  and  defeat  the  Govem- 
ment  proposition ;  what  will  happen  with 
regard  to  the  duty? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  do  not  know  that 
1  am  called  upon  to  give  a  decision  on  that 
point.  The  honorable  member  for  Laane* 
coorie  can  see  just  as  well  as  I  can  that 
if  the  word  *'  free"  be  deleted,  the  duty 
on  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
would  be  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  SALMON.— That  would  mean  that 
amother  place  would  have  another  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  question.  If, 
however,  we  agree  to  the  word  "  free,"  the 
item  will  not  go  back  to  the  Senate  for  re- 
consideralicHi.  The  effect  of  striking  out 
the  word  "  free "  would  be  to  give  the 
Senate  another  opportunity  of  considering 
the  whole  positi<xi.  I  notioed  very  par- 
ticularly that  while  tiie  lash  was  being  ap- 


plied to  certain  honorable  members  in  the 
Opposition  comer,  none  seemed  to  enjoy 
the  spectacle  more  than  the  occupants  of  the 
front  Opposition  bench.  Not  one  word  of 
pr(Hest — ^not  one  sympathetic  interjection — 
came  from  the  direct  Opposition. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  to  discuss  the  questi<»i  be- 
fore the  Chair. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  put  it  to  honorable 
niembers  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
■give  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  ques- 
tion ?  01 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — There  is  no 
need  for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Of  course,  those  who 
have  won  do  not  want  reomsideration. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thouson.— We  might  ask 
for  the  reoonsidoation  of  every  item  as  to 
which  we  have  not  carried  our  proposals. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  should  not  blame  the 
honorable  member  and  his  colleagues  if 
they  were  to  ask  for  the  reconsideration  of 
every  item  upon  which  they  have  lost. 

Sir  John  Foiirest.— We  should  have 
perpetual  Tariff  business  before  us  if  we 
did  that. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Exactly;  and  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  perpetually  in  office. 
As  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  Government  I 
should  be  only  too  glad  to  see  almost  any- 
thing done  that  would  keep  them  in  oflke. 

Mr.  Frazer.— Is  that  the  reason  for  the 
honorable  member's  present  attitude? 

Mr.  SALMON.— No;  I  have  a  better 
reason  than  that.  I  desire  to  secure  an 
opportunity  for  the  Senate  to  reconsider  the 
item  before  us. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  a  question 
of  reconsideration  by  another  place,  but  as 
to  whether  the  word  "  free  "  shall  stand  in 
the  second  column. 

Mr.  SALMON.— And  my  point  is  that  if 
the  word  "free"  be  not  retained  there 
will  be  an  opportunity  for  reconsideration 
by  the  Senate,  which  is  what  I  desire. 
.  Sir  John  Forrest. — That  is  an  extra- 
ordinary procedure  to  suggest. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  must  not  discuss  what  the  Senate 
may  do. 

Mr.  SALMON. — Surely  I  may  discuss 
what  may  take  place  if  we  adopt  a  certain 
course? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  I  allowed  the 
honwable  member  to  discuss  what  will  pro- 
bably take  place  if  a  certain  course  is.  pur- 
sued by  this  Committee  I  must  allow  other 
honorable  n»eml^.  wj^^^^gj^t  his 
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argument  to  do  so,  and  then  the  debate  will 
degenerate  into  a  discussion  as  to  what  will 
take  place  elsewhere.  I  ask  the  honor- 
able member  not  to  omtinue  that  line  of 
argument. 

Mr.  SALMON. — am  merely  asking 
honorable  members  to  omsider  the  advis- 
ableness  of  a  course  of  procedure  which  will 
have  the  effect  of  securing  a  certain  result. 
It  is  also  desirable  to  give  certain  honor- 
able members  in  this  Committee  an  oppor- 
tunity for  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Mathews. — In  other  words,  we 
should  give  the  converts  another  chance. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Exactly ;  a  little  delay 
will  give  an  oppOTtunlty  for  conversicHi  in 
other  quarters.  I  ask  those  honcH-able 
members  who  desire  to  see  a  protective  duty 
maintained  an  this  item  to  vote  a^inst  the 
proposal  of  the  Government,  and  to  refuse 
to  allow  the  word  "  free  "  to  stand.  Uhe 
result  will  then  be  that  the  r5  per  cent, 
duty  will  operate,  and  the  Senate  will  have 
another  chance  of  giving  consideration  to  an 
'industry  that  deserves  better  treatment  than 
il  has  received. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [6.19].— 
The  honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  has 
raised  a  point  which  seems  to  me  entirely 
inconsistent  with  the  whole  method  which 
we  have  adopted  in  dealing  with  this 
Tariff. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Did  the  honorable  mem- 
ber mention  inconsistency  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
member  need  not  feel  apprehensive  in  the 
slightest  degree. '  I  do  not  intend  to  refer 
to  him  any  further,  but  have  rather  risen 
with  the  object'  of  making  the  position 
plainer.  "  Let  the  galled  jade  wince"; 
it  is  not  fcff  us  to  cry  out.  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  pc^t  which  has  been  raised 
by  the  honorable  member.  In  obedience  to 
your  ruling,  sir,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  in- 
tend to  say  what  is  likely  or  not  likely  to 
happen  in  the  Senate,  but  honorable  mem- 
bers may  go  to  a  division  under  a  misap- 
prehension, having  heard  what  the  honor- 
able member  for  Laanecoorie  has  said,  if 
no  reply  is  made.  If  I  understand  the 
position  rightly,  whatever  we  do  on  this 
particular  matter  now  before  the  Committee 
— whether  we  make  the  item  free  in  the 
second  column,  adopting  the  Senate's  sug- 
gesticm,  or  whether  we  do  not — ^we  shall 
not  open  the  way  for  the  Senate  to 
mnke  another  alteration  in  the  item. 
Thrpughout  this  debate,  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  dealing  with  a  request  for  several 
different  amendments  in  one  item,  have  put 


those  requested  amendments  separately,  and 
I  sutmiit  that  you  have  been  right  in  doing 
so.  We  are  entitled  to  accept,  reject,  or  ac- 
cept with  a  modification  each  of  the  amend- 
moits  requested  in  respect  of  any  one  item, 
and  I  Gcmtend  that  nothing  we  may  do  in 
respect  of  the  duty  now  bef(He  us  will 
enable  the  Senate  to  reopen  the  question  on 
which  a  division  has  iu&t  been  taken.  The 
honorable  member  for  Laanecoorie  seemed 
to  be  under  the  impression — and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  reply  to  his  speech  others  may 
hold  the  same  view — that  we  may  take  cer- 
tain action  in  respect  of  the  question  imme- 
di,ately  before  us  which  will  have  the  eflfect 
of  reopening  the  matter  with  which  we  have 
just  deah.  That  would  be  not  only  uncon- 
stitutional, but  entirely  repugnant  to  the 
course  which  you,  sir,  have  adopted 
throughout  the  consideratioD  of  the  Senate's 
requests.  If  ^<»ne  hmorable  members  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  decisive  expression  o£ 
opinion  just  given,  they  may  ask  the  Go- 
vernment to  reOHnmit  the  item. 

Mr.  Wise. — The  question  was  negatived 
on  a  casting  vote.  Was  that  a  decisive  ex- 
pression of  opinion? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  admit  that  the 
motion  was  not  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, but  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that 
there  is  a  plain  course  open  to  thosa  who 
desire  to  reopen  the  question'.  It  is  open 
to  the  Government  to  move  the  recommittal 
of  the  request,  and  the  Treasurer  has  in- 
dicated that  he  intends  to  do  so.  No  pur- 
pose will  be  served  by  crying  out  loudly 
about  the  result  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.23J. — I  desire  it  to  be  understood 
that  I  have  been  led  to  move  the  acceptance 
of  the  Senate's  request  that  imports  from 
the  United  Kingdom  imder  this  paragraph 
of  item  176  be  free  because  of  the  division 
which  has  ju&t  taken  place,  and  not  because 
I  believe  that  they  should  be  free.  Owing 
to  the  votes  of  certain  honorable -members, 
who.  I  presumed,  judging  bv  their  utter- 
ances, would  be  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  I  am  prevented  frcan  doing  what  1 
desired  to  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  a.-*  the  hon- 
orable member  not  to  refer  in  detail  to  the 
matter  with  which  we  have  just  dealt. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— 1  am  giving 
my  reasons  for  submitting  this  motion. 

Sir  John  Forbest.  —  The  matter  has 
been  decided  by  the  Committee,  not  by  in- 
dividuiils 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— By  individuals 
—by  turncoats!  Digitizedt^yGoOglc 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
gentleman  must  withdraw  that  remark. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— If  it  fits  any 
hcHiorable  member,  and  is  regarded  as  of- 
fmsive,  I  willingly  withdraw  it.  Having 
regard  to  what  has  taken  place,  I  think  that 
the  proper  a>urse  for  me  to  take  is  to  move 
that  the  Senate's  request  be  agreed  to,  at 
all  events  for  the  time  being.  I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  rejecting  the  request;  but  if  the  matter 
with  which  we  have  just  dealt  is  again  to  be 
considered  by  the  Committee,  I  take  it  that 
the  proper  course  to  adopt  will  be  to  move 
for  the  recommittal  of  the  request.  The 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  said  that 
the  Government  had  intimated  that  they 
intended  to  move  for  a  reccxnmittal.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  I  have  made  no  such  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  understood  the 
honorable  member  had  said  so. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.~-I  have  made 
no  such  promise,  but  the  probabilities  are 
that  the  recommittal  will  be  moved,  because 
I  regard  die  divisicm  just  taken  as  one  of 
the  most  impc»tant  that  we  have  had  on 
the  Tariff,  and  one  the  result  of  which  will 
be  most  disastrous.  I  wish  to  emphasize 
the  pdnt  that  I  am  submitting  this  motitm 
only  ,  because  I  feel  that,  judging  by  the 
result  of  the  last  division,  I  coi^d  not  hope 
at  present  to  secure  the  rejectitxi  of  the 
request.  In  view  of  this  explanati(Hi  no 
honorable  member  will  be  able  to  say  here- 
after that  in  sulnnitting  the  motiOT  I  en- 
tered into  a  compact  of  any  kind. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment,  making  Rotary 
and  Percussive  Rock  Drills  impcwted  from 
the  United  Kingdom  free  (item  176,  para- 
graph d),  made. 

And  on  and  after  agth  November,  1907 — 
Item  176—  .... 

(E)  Coal  Cutting  Machines;  Side  Plates,  and 
Balls  for  Ball  Mills,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Request. — Leave  out  the  words  "  Side  Plates, 
and  lialU  for  Ball  Mills."  Make  the  item 
free. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.28]. — This  request  covers  two  sug- 
gested amendments,  with  which  we  shall 
have  to  deal  separately.    I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment,  leaving  out 
the  words  "Side  Plates,  and  Balls  for  Ball 
Mills,"  be  made,  but  that  after  the  word  *'  Ma- 
chines" the  letters  "  n.e.i,"  be  inserted. 

It  is  desired  to  delete  these  words  in  con- 
cutrence  with  the  requested  amendment  of 
item  170,  providing  for  the  insertion  of 


new  paragraph  aa  which  we  agreed  to  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  take  your 
ruling,  Mr.  Chairman^  as  to  whether  the 
Treasurer  can  introdiuce  new  matter,  as 
he  pr(^)oses  to  do,  by  inserting  the  letters 
"n.e.i."? 

Sir  WiLUAM  LyNE. — That  will  be  a 
modification  of  the  requested  amendment, 
taken  in  conjunction  with  requested  amend- 
ment No.  80,  providing  for  the  insertion  of 
a  new  paragraph  in  item  170. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.— The  honorable 
member  now  suggests  wcwds  which  may  link 
this  with  many  other  items  in  the  Tariff. 
In  the  absence  of  any  explanation  we  do 
not  know  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  in- 
sertion of  the  letters  "n.e.i."  Sudi  an 
amendment  may  have  reference  to  forty 
other  items  in  the  Tariff. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  relate  only 
to  coal-cutting  machines. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It  will  make  coal- 
cutting  macliines  n.e.i.  dutiable,  whereas 
they  are  now  free. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Coal-<njtting  ma- 
chines under  the  general  Tariff  are  dutiable 
at  5  per  cent.,  but  when  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom  are  free. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.30  to  7.45  p.m. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Requested  amendmoit  of  wording  item 
^ade. 

Requested  amendment  making  the  item 
free  not  made. 

Item  176  

(F)  Rock-boring  machines  D.e.i.,  ad  val.; 
(General  Tariff],  25  per  cent.,  (United 
Kingdom)',  20  per  cent. 

Request. — Make  the  item  free. 

■  Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgooriie)  [7.48].— I  " 
think  the  Minister  should  give  scnne  reason 
why  this  requested  amendment  should  not 
be  made.  We  have  dealt  in  a  previous  jtem 
with  the  whole  of  the  rock  drills  that  are 
used  in  the  mining  industry,  and  if  the 
Minister  insists  that  this  requested  amend- 
ment be  not  made,  the  only  effect  will  be 
to  place  an  impost  on  machinery  required  by 
prospecting  parties  and  persons  searching 
for  artesian  water,  without  at  the  same  time 
rendering  assistance  to  any  Australian  indus- 
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Quesdtxi  put. 
Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 


BatcheloT,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J.  M.- 
Chapman,  Austio 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R.  A- 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewiog,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  G. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
HutchisoQ,  J. 
Knox,  W. 
Lyae,  Sir  William 


The  Committee  divided. 

...  28 


22 


Atcs. 


Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
O' Mai  ley.  King 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Teliers : 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 


Noes. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fisher,  A. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  Vf.  H. 


Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingstone,  J. 
Mahon,  H. 
Page,  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Tnomson,  Dugald 
Willis.  Henry 

Tellers  : 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
McWiUiams,  W.  J. 


PAIKS. 


Hughes,  W.  M. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Poynton,  A, 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Edwards,  R. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Smith,  Bruce 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 


Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
M  auger,  S. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Wynne,  A. 

Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Ais  a  matter  of  perscmal 
explanatifxi,  I  Should  like  to  say  that  I 
regret  very  much  having  voted  in  llie  divi- 
sion just  taken,  because  I  was  paired  with 
•  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier.  I  be- 
lieve the  honorable  member  for  Barrier 
would  have  voted  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  have  also  to  apologize 
for  having  voted  in  the  division  just  taken 
when  I  was  paired  with  the  right  honorable 
member  for  East  Sydney.  I  feel  sure  that 
honorable  members  generally  will  agree  that 
I  would  not  break  mv  pair  intentionally. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Hear,  hear.  It  is  all  right. 
The  honorable  member  did  not  break  the 
pair  intentionally. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  wish  to  ask  jtwr 
ruling,  sir,  as  to  whether  it  would  be  com- 


petent for  me  to  move  for  the  impodtion  of 
lower  duties  than  25  and  20  per  cent.  If 
rtot,  is  seems  to  me  that  the  motioa  has  been 
put  in  an  inconvenient  fcmn. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  motion  has 
been  carried. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Even  so,  the  Chair- 
man may  not  object  to  give  a  ruling  on 
the  question  I  raise.  It  seems  to  me  that 
an  inconvenient  form  was  adopted  for  the 
putting  of  the  motion,  because,  whilst  hon- 
orable members  who  desired  that  these 
duties  should  be  made  as  low  as  possible 
voted  against  the  Government  proposal  not 
to  make  the  item  free,  other  honorable 
members  who  vcrf:ed  with  the  Government 
might  have  been  willing  to  voie  f<K"  lower 
duties  than  25  and  20  per  cent. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  again  ap- 
peal to  honorable  members  to  cease  continu- 
ous conversation.  I  am  quite  unable  to 
follow  the  right  hcnorable  member  who  is 
speaking,  and  if  honorable  members  must 
caiverse,  I  hc^  they  will  do  so  in  lower 
tones. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — You  will  readily 
understand,  sir,  the  point  I  raise.  The 
procedure  suggested  to  you  in  dealing 
with  the  Senate's  request  No.  86  seems 
to  me  to  have  been  most  convenient. 
It  would  give  to  those  who  are  not  in  favour 
of  an  item  being  free,  but  whlo  are  in 
favour  of  a  duty  lower  than  that  proposed, 
an  opportunity  of  so  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  would  point  out 
to  the  honorable  member  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, his  course  would  be  to  move  a 
modification  of  the  motion  of  the  Treasurer. 
For  instance,  on  the  next  request,  in  item 
177,  the  Treasurer  may  move  that  it  be  made 
or  not  made,  and  then  it  will  be  ccnnpetent 
for  the  honorable  member  to  move  that  the 
request  be  made  with  the  modification  that 
the  duty  be  15  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent. 
I  would  then  first  put  to  the  vote  the  lowest 
duty  proposed. 

Sir  John  Forrest.— My  point  is  that  I 
may  be  anxious  to  have  the  lowest  possible 
duty,  and,  having  failed  to  get  that.  I  may 
desire  to  have  an  intermediate  duty  between 
the  highest  duty  and  the  one  proposed  in 
the  first  place.  It  appears  to  me,  how- 
ever, that  I  am  precluded  from  doing  so 
under  the  procedure  now  being  adopted. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
member  would  have  been  quite  in  order,  on 
the  last  item,  if  he  had  moved,  as  a  modi- 
ficaticm,  to  impose  a  duty  of,  lo  per  cent, 
or  15  per  cent.  Ii^z«MS^@>^^ion 
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been  carried,  the  request  as  amended  would 
have  been  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — But  in  such  case 
I  would  lose  my  right  of  voting  fat  an  in- 
termediate rate. 

Mr.  Glynn.  —  If  this  matter  were 
before  us  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  not 
as  a  request  from  the  Senate,  1  presume 
that  it  would  be  possible,  after  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  motion  that  the  item  be  free,  to 
move  that  the  duty  be,  say,  5  per  cent. 
If  that  be  so,  I  submit,  with  great  respect, 
that  we  ought  to  adopt  that  procedure  now. 
If  the  first  proposal  is  not  carried,  any 
higher  duty,  within  the  range  of  25  ,  pen* 
cent,  should  be  apea  to  discussion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  is  not  possible 
to  follow  the  ordinary  procedure,  because 
we  have  already  before  us  a  stated  amend- 
ment, as  a  request,  from  the  Senate ;  and  we 
can  either  accept,  reject,  or  aaxpt  it  with 
a  modification.  When  the  Treasurer  moves 
that  a  certain  request  be  acwpted  or  re- 
jected, as  the  case  may  be,  it  is  competoit 
for  an  honorable  member  to  move  a  modi- 
ficaticxi  by  way  of  amendment,  impo»ng  a 
higher  or  a  lesser  dutv. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  I  point  out  that 
the  modificatiwi  is  placed  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  proposal  to  make  the  item  free ; 
and  it  is  that  we  desire  to  avoid.  We  de- 
sire to  have  the  item  free  if  possible,  but, 
if  we  cannot  carry  that,  we  ought  to 
be  at  liberty  to  propose  a  modification  as 
near  to  free  as  meets  our  views.  As  things 
are  now,  however,  we  must  either  vote  to 
make  an  item  free,  or  vote  to  impose  the 
duty  in  the  scJiedule ;  that  is,  we  may  vote 
for  a  modificatim,  but  it  will  be  a  modi- 
fication which  prevents  our  voting  to  make 
the  item  free. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  submit  that  the 
item  in  which  the  word  "free"  was  in- 
serted has  been  passed.  In  the  next  item 
to  be  considered  there  is  no  question  of  the 
alteration  of  the  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— This  is  a  question 
of  order  and  procedure. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lvne. — Yes;  but  would  it 
not  be  better  to  raise  that  question  on  item 
177? 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  am  not  quite  clear  as 
to  our  powers  as  set  forth  in  your  ruling, 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  take  it  that  we  are  now 
dealing  with  item  177,  embracing  dynamo- 
electric  machines  of  a  certain  capadty. 

Sir  John  Forkest. — That  is  not  the 
pc»nt  bef<n-e  us  now. 

Mr.  Watuns. — I  take  it  that  in  item 


177  we  are  not  called  upon  to  deal  with 
the  duty  in  any  way,  but  with  the  suggested 
alteration  of  the  horse-power  and  the 
onission  of  the  word  "including." 

Mr.  Glynn. — I  may  not  have  made  my- 
self quite  clear.  What  I  submit  is  that  the 
question  ought  to  be  put  in  such  a  way  as 
to  enable  us  to  vote  for  some  duty  between 
that  originally  passed  by  us  and  the  duty 
suggested  by  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  that  I 
am  lollowing  the  course  that  has  been  fol- 
lowed all  through.  It  is  quite  compeJent 
for  any  honorable  member  to  move  any  duty 
he  thinks  proper.  In  item  177B,  for  in- 
stance, the  Senate  requests  that  the 
duty  of  12  J  per  cent,  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  not  imposed, 
and  that  the  item  be  made  free;  and,  as 
soon  as  the  Treasurer  moves  that  that  re- 
quest be  accepted  or  rejected,  it  will  be 
competent  for  any  bcxuMrable  member  to 
move,  by  way  of  amendment,  whatever  duty 
he  thinks  ought  to  be  inserted.  That 
amendment  will  be  put  first,  and  then,  if 
it  be  negatived,  hcaiorable  members  will 
have  an  of^rtunity  of  voting  to  make  the 
item  free. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  sulxnit  with  great 

respect  

Mr.  Wise. — Does  the  honorable  member 
dissent  from  the  Chairman's  ruling? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No  one  is  suggest- 
ing any  dissent  from  the  Chairman's 
ruling ;  but  I  shall  move  a  dissent,  if  that 
be  the  (Xily  means  of  clearing  up  the  matter. 
We  do  not  c^sire  the  quesrions  to  be  put 
in  the  way  in  which  they  are  being  put. 

Mr.  Wise. — The  rate  of  duty  is  not  in 
questicm  in  item  177A,  dynamo-electric  ma- 
chines; and  I  submit  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Parramatia  is  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  question  is  not 
one  of  duty,  but  one  of  order ;  and  it  is 
just  as  well  that  the  position  should  be 
made  clear.  I  rule  that  an  honorable  mem- 
ber is  quite  in  order  in  moving,  as  a  modi- 
ficaticm,  any  amendment  he  thinks  proper, 
providing  it  is  relevant. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — But  we  who  believe 
that  the  Senate's  request  to  make  an  item 
free  should  be  accepted  will  be  cmnpelled 
to  vote  for,  say,  a  duty  of  5  per  cent. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^Why? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Because  we  desire 
to  have  the  item  free  if  we  can  make  it 
so;  and,  if  we  cannot,  we  desire  to  have 
the  alternative  of  making  a  modification. 

Mr.  Salmon. — The  honwable  member 
wants  two  stringg,^^^^g^ogle 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Of  course,  because 
the  CcHistitutitm  says  we  shall  have  two 
strings — "  with  or  without  modificaticm." 

Mr.  Wise. — The  honorable  member  de- 
sires "with  and  without,"  not  "with  or 
without." 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  desire  the  mat- 
ter put  to  the  vote  until  the  mind  of  <he 
Committee,  is  ascertained;  and  we  cannot 
ascertain  the  mind  of  the  Committee  when 
a  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is  placed  in  contra- 
distinction to  making  an  item  free,  and  we 
are  asked  to  vote  foe  5  per  cent.,  while  we 
are  in  favour  of  free.  The  Chairman 
says  that  we  may  move  that  a  duty  which 
stands  in  the  schedule  at  25  per  cent,  be 
5  per  cent,  or  10  per  cent,  if  we  like,  but 
that  would  ^ut  us  out  from  voting  to  make 
the  item  free.  Thne  should  be  an  oppor- 
tunity, at  some  stage  or  other,  of  voting 
for  making  the  item  free,  without  the  al- 
ternative of  afterwards  voting  <»ily  ftx  the 
full  amount;  because  sudi  a  position  is 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  C(xistitution. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  allow  an 
endless  discussi<Mi.  I  have  ruled  that  it  is 
quite  in  order  for  any  h(»iorable  member  to 
move  any  modification  he  may  think  proper 
to  a  request  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Enox. — At  what  stage? 

.  The  CHAIRMAN— As  soon  as  the 
Treasurer  moves  that  a  request  be  accepted 
or  rejected,  it  is  competent  for  any  honor- 
able member  to  move  any  modificati<xi  he 
may  desire. 

Mr.  Johnson. — In  the  event  of  the  Trea- 
surer prc^ming  that  the  Senate's  request  in 
the  next  itraa  be  not  accepted,  and  that  mo- 
tion is  carried,  would  it  then  be  competent 
iot  any  hiniOTable  member  to  inove  anv  duty 
between  20  per  cent,  and  free?  If  so,  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Treasurer  to  move 
that  the  duty  be  20  per  cent.,  and  then 
leave  honorable  members  to  move  any  modi- 
fication they  desire. 

Mr.  Knox. — On  item  176,  rock-boring 
machines,  which  we  have  just  passed,  I 
did  not  give  the  vote  I  desired  to  give, 
simply  because  I  had  no  opportunity 
of  doing  so.  I  was  opposed  to  the  item 
being  Tree,  and  not  in  favour  of  so  high  a 
duty  as  25  per  cent.,  being  prepared  to 
vote  for  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  I  think 
that  in  such  a  case  there  should  be  some 
opportunity  given  to  honorable  members  to 
vote  for  a  duty  betweoi  25  per  cent,  and 


The  CHAIRMAN.— I    have  already 
ruled  on  that  point. 

And  on  and  after  2gtb  November,  1907 — 
Item  177.    Electrical  Machines,  Appliaocei, 
and  parts  thereof  : — 

(A)  Dynamo  Electric  Ifadtines  up  to  the 
capacity  of  500  horse-power,  including  static 
transformers  and  induction  coils  for  all  pur- 
poses; electric  fans,  ad  val.,  ao  per  cent. 

Requests. — ^LeaTe  oat  "joo"  and  ioseit  "lo.** 
Leave  out  the  word  "  iaunding,"  and  insert  ■ 
semi-colon. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [8.15]. — I  move — 

That  the  reguetted  raendment,  leavins  ^  - 
"  500 "  and  inserting  '*  lo,"  he  not  made. 
There  was  a  l<»ig  discussion  what  the  ques- 
tion was  before  the  Committee  previously. 
Information  was  given  and  letters  were  pro* 
duced  to  show  that  machines  up  to  500 
horse-power  were  made  here.  To  make  the 
amendment  requested  by  the  Senate  would 
have  rather  a  disastrous  effect  upon  the 
manufacturers  of  dynamo  electric  machines 
up  to  that  capacity.  The  reduction  ap- 
pears to  be  ridiculous.  * 

Mr.  Wynne. — ^What  ought  the  figure  to  be 
reduced  to? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  flunk 
it  ought  to  be  reduced  at  all. 

Motim  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Requested  amendment,  leaving  out  the 
word  "including"  and  insertisg  a  semi- 
colon, made. 

Item  177.   Electrical  Machines,  &c. — 

(B)  Dynamo  Electric  Macfainei  over  Ac 
capacity  of  joo  horse-power,  nd  val.,  la^  pc 

cent. 

Requests. — Leave  out  "  500  "  and  insert  "  to." 
Make  the  item  free. 

Requested  amendment,  leaving  oitt 
"  500  "  and  inserting  "  10,"  not  made. 

Moticm  (by  Sir  Wilxjaic  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment,  mnHftg  the 
item  free,  be  not  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [8.20].— Seeing 
that  we  cannot  cany  the  amendment  to  make 
the  item  free,'  shall  I  be  in  order  in  mov- 
ing to  make  the  duty  5  per  cent.  ?  Sane 
honorable  members  are  in  favour  of  a 
reduction  of  the  existing  duty  of  izj  p« 
cent.,  while  they  are  not  prepared  to  make 
the  item  free.  On  second  thoughts,  I  do 
not  think  that  I  will  move  for.  5  per  oenC 
instead  of  "  free." 


Mr.    JOSEPH    COOK  (Parramatta) 
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die  amendment  be  not  made."  I  denre  to 
move  as  an.  amendment  cxi  that  motum — 

That  the  following  words  be  added  :— '*  In 
the  form  in  which  it  appears  in  this  column." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— As  the  honorable 
member  can  achieve  the  same  object  by  vot- 
ing against  the  Treasurer's  motion,  I  can- 
not accept  his  amendment.  It  is  a  direct 
negative  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  do  not  want  the 
amendment  requested  by  the  Senate  to  be 
disagreed  with.  I  wish  to  leave  the  way 
open  for  a  modificati<Mi  of  it  afterwards  if 
the  Treasurer's  motion  is  agreed  to.  If 
the  motion  is  put  in  the  form  in  which  the 
Treasurer  has  moved  it,  and  is  agreed  to, 
you,  sir,  will  not  permit  me  to  move  any 
modificaticHi  afterwards. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  do  not  think  the 
form  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Parraraatta  would 
give  effect  to  his  intention.  I  understand 
that  he  desires  to  accept  the  Senate's  ammd- 
ment  with  a  modification. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  wish  to  make  the 
item  free  if  I  can,  but  if  I  am  beaten  on 
that  I  want  to  leave  the  way  open  for  a 
further  modificati(»i.  You,  sir,  have-niled 
that  we  must  vote  dth^  for  free,"  or 
for  the  duty  as  it  stands  in  the  sdiedule, 
and  that  there  is  no  way  of  ocMning  in 
between  the  two.  I  suteilt  that  that  is  not 
ascertaining  the  mind  of  the  Committee. 
The  words  in  the  Constitution  are  very 
clear.  We  can  make  the  amendpients  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  "  with  or  without 
modifications."  If  the  amendment  to  in- 
sert "free"  is  not  adopted,  the  Com- 
mittee  should  be  able  to*  get  as  near  to 
"  free  "  as  possible.  We  should  be  al- 
lowed to  test  the  mind  of  the  Committee 
as  to  any  further  modificatims. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — There  must  be 
some  way  in  which  hcmorable  members  who 
desire  thte  item  to  be,  say,  5  or  10  per 
cent,  instead  of  "free,"  can  test  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee.  The  tmly  dif- 
ficulty is  whether  it  is  possible  to  move  to 
make  the  duty  5  per  cent,  after  the  division 
is  taken  upcwi  the  Treasurer's  motion.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  division  on 
the  Senate's  amendment  itself  can  be  taken 
before  the  division  on  any  modificaticxt  of 
the  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  the  Chair- 
man's ruling. 

■Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  imderstand  the 
Chairman's  ruling  to  be  that  if  the  C<xn- 
mittee  goes  to  a  division  on  the  Treasurer's 
motion,  "  that  the  requested  amendment  be 


not  made,"  and  if  that  is  carried,  and  the 
amendment  is  not  made,  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  moving  a  modification.  I  am  in- 
clined to  agree  with  that.  Apparently,  the 
only  way  in  which  a  modification  can  be 
moved  to  insert,  say,  "  5  per  cent.,"  is  as 
an  amendment  on  the  Treasurer's  motion, 
and  such  am^dment  must  be  put  before 
the  motion  is  put. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  precisely 
what  we  do  not  want  to  do  if  we  can  get 
the  item  free. 

Ml.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  understand  that 
those  who  want  to  carry  "  free  "  do  not 
want  to  embarrass  their  own  action  by  mov- 
ing an  amendment  that  the  duty  be,  say,  5 
per  cent.  But  that  is  essentially  one  of  the 
difficulties  attaching  to  the  positioi  in  wHich 
we  are  placed  in'  dealing  with  amend- 
ments requested  by  the  Senate.  The 
Coomiittee  canitot  modify  a  requested 
amendment  after  it  is  wiped  out  of  exist- 
ence. Under  the  Constitution  we  have  to 
deal  with  the  request  as  it  conies  to  us.  As 
Icxig  as  that  is  open,  any  modificati<Mi  can 
be  moved  upon  it,  but  if  honorable  mem- 
bers, wanting  to  have  the  item  free,  wish  to 
take  thfii  divi£i(xi  on  "free,"  before  a 
division  is  ta1»n  on  any  duty  intermediate 
between  "free"  and  the  existing  duty, 
then  of 'Course  they  take  the  risk  of  the 
requested  amendment  being  rejected  and 
so  wiped  out.  The  course  which  I  suggest 
is  one  which  commits  any  member  who  takes 
it  to  the  intermediate  duty  which  he  pro- 
poses, even  though  he  may  desire  to  have 
that  only  as  a  second  string  to  his  bow. 

Mr.  Johnson. — That  ij  the  difficulty 
which  I  found  myself  in. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — I  am  afraid  it  is 
a  difficulty  which  is  inseparable  from  the 
positicHi  which  we  are  in  of  dealing  with 
requested  amendments  which  must  either  be 
made  or  not  made.  'Any  number  of  modi- 
fications may  be  proposed,  but  they  must 
all  be  dealt  with  before  the  crucial  division 
on  the  Senate's  requested  amendment  is 
taken. 

Mr.  Glynn. — Mr.  Chairman  

The  CHAIRMAN.— Do  I  understand 
that  honorable  members  propose  to  disagree 
with  my  ruling? 

Mr.  Glynn. — We  wish  to  avoid  that  if 
possible.  I  should  be  very  sorry,  sir,  to 
disagree  with  your  ruling,  because  as  a 
general  rule,  your  decisions  are  absolutely 
reliable.  But  we  seem  to  have  been  fol- 
lowing this  practice,  not  merely  while  yoti 
have  been  in  the  chair,  but  from  the  be- 
ginning,      I  lt^V^,e4®&(^l^ 
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expediency.  We  ought  to  follow  the  analogy 
of  what  was  done  by  the  Cwnmittee 
originally  when  dealing  with  the  Tariff  be- 
fore it  went  to  the  Senate.  The  rule  then 
was  to  put  the  lowest  duty  first.  We  ought 
to  deal  first  with  the  Senate's  request  that 
the  item  sGall  be  ma3e  free,  and  if  that 
proposition  be  rejected,  to  see  K>  what  ex- 
tent we  can  go  on  the  lines  of  the  request 
V'e  are  not  boun3  by  tHe  ordinary  formula 
in  which  questi(His  are  put  from  the  Chair 
when  we  are  dealing  with  matters  of  sub- 
stance. I  admit  that  you,  sir,  have  been 
following  the  formula  which  was  laid 
down  here  at  the  very  beginning  of  our 
hist(»y,  but  I  doubt  v7iether  it  is  a  wise 
one. 

Mr.  Mahon. — There  is  surely  a  way 
out  of  this  difficulty  without  dissenting 
from  the  Chairman's  ruling.  Can  we  not 
free  ourselves  frcxn  technicuities  by  "moving 
that  the  article  be  free,  and  on  and  aft«- 
zst  May,  1908,  dutiable  at  10  or  5  per 
cent,  as  the  case  may  be. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— A  ruling  to  that 
effect  has  already  been  given. 

Mr.  Mahon. — If  so,  it  ha^  not  been 
made  clear.  If  such  an  amendment  be 
carried  the  item  will  be  free,  acceding 
to  the  Scnate'b  request  up  to  the 
date  when  the  new  rate  comes  into  foice. 
I  can  see  no  objection  to  that  (xmrse  b^g 
taken. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  see  that  it  would  cranpel 
those  who  want  the  article  made  free  to 
vote  against  its  being  made  free,  and  in 
favour  of  the  duty  which  be  has  sug- 
gested ? 

Mr.  Mahon.— Exactly. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  want  to  avoid 
that. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Surely  the  honorable 
member  does  not  expect  to  get  the  item 

made  free? 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — If  I  can,  yes;  if 
not,  with  the  next  modlficaticm  to  free. 

Mr.  Mahon. — In  that  case,  I  think 
that  the  honorable  member  had  better 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Chauman,  and 
that  is  to  move  the  amendment  which  I 
liuvu  suggested.  I  am  sure  that  he  has 
no  objection  to  a  revenue  duty  of  5  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — That  is  not  the 
question. 

Johnson. — If  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's suggestion  were  adopted  by  a  free- 
trader, it  would  be  said  at  once  that  vhen 


it  was  suggested  to  make  the  item  free  he 
proposed  a  duty  of  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  may  not  suit  the 
honorable  member's  ntreme  views,  but  I 
am  quite  satisfied  to  have  an  intermediate 
duty. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Some  of  us  on  this  side 
are  not ;  but  we  would  vote  for  an  inter- 
mediate  duty,  if  we  could  not  get  the  item 
mstde  free.  If  we  did  what  the  homr- 
able  member  has  suggested  we  should  put 
ourselves  in  a  false  position. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Then  hcmorable  mem- 
bers are  in  a  poiiticm  frcma  which  there  is 
no  escape.  They  will  have  to  vote  against 
the  item  being  made  free.  It  seems  to 
me  that  what  I  suggest  would  be  a  modi- 
fication within  the  meaning  of  the  provision 
in  the  Coistitution.  That  is  the  course 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Salmon. — When  we  were  'dealing 
with  the  Tariff  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  first  instance  we  were 
in  a  different  position  from  that  xn 
which  we  are  now  when  we  are  deal- 
ing with  requests  relating  to  the  duties 
ip  which  we  asked  the  other  House  to  coo- 
cur.  Under  the  Cmstitutim  we  have  the 
power  to  accept  wholly  or  to  accept  with 
a  modification  or  to  reject  a  request  of 
the  Senate.  Apparently  some  honorable 
members  desire  first  to  reject  the  request 
of  the  Senate  to  make  this  item  free, 
and  then  to  accept  the  request  with  a  modi- 
fication, but  surely  that  is  not  a  proper 
method  of  transacting  our  business. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — No.  The  creation 
of  a  blank,  as  the  hraiorable  member  knows, 
is  often  in  itself  only  a  process;  but  here 
the  Chairman  has  ruled  that  it  is  final. 

Mr.  Salmon. — If  the  Chairman  were 
to  accede  to  the  desire  of  honorable  mem- 
bers on  the  ot^ex  side  it  would  mean  that 
we  should  have  to  take  a  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  item  should  be  made 
free,  and  if  that  pr(^)06ition  were  negatived 
to  proceed  to  modify  the  request,  but  that 
is  not  within  our  power.  In  my  opinion 
once  a  request  is  rejected  it  is  disposed  of, 
and  the  original  decision  of  this  Committee 
stands.  There  is  a  further  argument  in 
favour  of  the  attitude  adopted  by  the 
Chairman.  If  he  were  to  accede  to  the 
desire  of  those  who  wish  to  get  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  that  the  item  be  made  free, 
and  then  to  vote  for  an  ascending  scale  of 
duty,  we  should  be  repeating  what  we  have 
already  done.  Surely  it  is  not  a  business- 
like proceeding  to  have  on  ever^  item  a 
repetition  of  tT«^voles,^  «d 
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sometimes  something  worse  than  cmnpro- 
mises,  which  we  had  when,  we  were  first 
dealing  with  the  Tariff  proposals  of  the 
Government.  If  honorable  members  on 
the  other  side  desire  to  secure  a  modification 
of  the  Senate's  request  in  this  case,  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  must  be  tested  on 
a  substantive  motion  as  against  the  request 
itself.  They  must  not  try  first  to  secure 
the  request  and  then  to  get  a  modification 
of  it. 

Mr.  Reid. — Mr.  Chairman  

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  it  is  some  time  since 
I  ruled  on  this  question,  but  honorable 
members  have  kept  on  raising  points  of 
order.  I  was  desirous  of  meeting  the  con- 
venience of  the  Committee  as  far  as  I 
possibly  could,  but  I  did  not  see  any  other 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  except  the  (Mie 
which  I  indicated.  I  must  now  ask  h(»»r- 
able  members*  either  to  cc»ifine  themselves 
to  the  item  before  the  Ccnnmittee  or  to 
move  that  my  ruling  be  disagreed  with. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^That  is  what  I  was  going 
to  do,  sir,  not  as  a  matter  of  hostility  to 
you,  but  because  I  feel  that  this  very  im- 
portant point  ought  to  be  dedded  by  the 
Speaker.  May  I  ask,  sir,  whether  you 
"have  ruled  that  the  Committee  camiot  have 
an  opportunity  of  deciding  whether  it  will 
adopt  the  Senate's  request,  and  then  if  it 
<houId  not,  of  modifying  the  difference  be- 
tween the  request  and  the  cn'iginal  pro- 
posal  ?  Surely  a  modification  covers  a  rate 
'  Mtween  free  and  12 J  percent.  ?  Would  not 
6  per  cent,  be  a  modification  of  the  Senate's 
request  that  the  item  should  be  made  free  ? 
The  rejection  of  the  request  is  one  thing; 
but  a  modification  of  it — some  figure  be- 
tween free  and  12J — is  another' thing.  I 
should  like,  sir,  to  get  a  ruling  on  that 
point  from  the  Speaker  if  you  have  no  ob- 
jecti(»i,  otherwise  I  can  easily  get  a  ruling 
on  another  occasi<xi. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  ruling  which 
I  gave  was  that  it  is  open  to  any  honorable 
member  to  move  any  relevant  modifica- 
tion on  the  proposal  that  the  request 
be  accepted  or  rejected.  It  is  competent 
for  any  honorable  member  to  move  the  im- 
position of  any  rate  provided  that  it  does 
not  exceed  the  r^te  to  which  the  House  has 
agreed,  namely,  12J  per  cent.  If  a  pro- 
posal were  submitted  that  the  duty  should 
be  fixed  at  5  or  10  per  cent.,  that  questi<Ni 
would  be  put  first,  and  ultimately  ttw  Com- 
mittee would  deal  with  the  original  amend- 
inent. 


Mr.  Reid. — When  an  item  was  imder 
CMisideration  this  afternoon,  sir,  you  took 
a  course  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  abso- 
lutely free  from  any  objecticHi,  and  I  was 
hoping  that  you  would  take  a  similar  course 
on  this  oocasi(Hi.  You  will  r^ember  that 
when  we  were  dealing  with  the  Senate's 
request  concerning  rotary  and  percussive  rock 
drills  a  difi&nilty  arose  owing  to  the  fact 
that  some  honorable  members  might  wish 
to  vote  fca  the  suggestion  to  make 
the  duties  5  per  cent,  and  free  in- 
stead of  20  and  15  per  cent.,  and  if  that 
proposal  were  not  adopted  to  vote  for  a 
modification  of  the  original  figures.  You 
put  the  question  frcxn  the  Chair  in  such  a 
form  that  honorable  members  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  first  whether  they  would 
adopt  the  request,  and  then,  if  it  were  re- 
jected, of  deciding  whether  they  would 
modify  the  original  proposal,  which  would 
be  a  modificatiCHi  of  the  Spate's  su^^tion. 
I  think  that  you  studied  the  convenience 
of  the  Committee  in  putting  every  hwor- 
able  member  in  a  position  first  to  give 
a  straight  vote  on  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  Senate's  suggestion  should  or 
should  not  be  adopted,  and  then,  if  its 
suggestion  to  reduce  the  duty  in  the  first 
column  from  20  to*  5  per  cent,  were  re- 
jected, to  move  the  adoption  of  a  rate  be- 
tween 5  per  cent,  and  20  per  cent.  That 
course  gave  honorable  members  a  proper 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  minds.  You 
will  see,  I  think,  that  there  are  two  courses 
open  to  us.  One  is  to  accept  a  request  in 
its  entirety,  and  the  other  is  to  accept  some- 
thing which  is  a  modification  of  the  request- 
Mr.  Salmon. — There  is  no  objectiMi  to 
that. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  do  not  wish  any  more 
than  that. 

Mr.  Wise. — But  we  have  to  put  the 
inodificatiwi  against  the  original  proposal. 

Mr.  Reid. — No.  Some  h<xiorable  mem- 
bers might  wish  to  vote  on  the  question  of 

leaving  it  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Wise. — No  matter  what  they  may 
wish,  that  is  the  way  in  which  it  has  to  be 
done. 

Mr.  Reid. — On  a  former  occasion  the 
position  was  met  fairly.  Some  honorable 
members  wished  to  vote  for  the  Senate's 
request  to  reduce  the  duty  to  5  per 
cent. ;  others  wished  to  vote  for  a  duty 
of  15  per  cent. ;  while  others  again  wished 
to  vote  for  the  original  duty  of  20  per  cent. 
The  Committee  was  aflbrded  an  opportunit>- 
first  to  decide  whether  it  would  adopt  the 
request,  so  that  would 
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be  open  to  any  honorable  member  to  move 
the  adoption  of  any  figure  between  5  and 
20  as  a  modificaticMi  of  the  request. 
Those  who  wish  to  crffer  an  ojnnion  bv  their 
vote  on  the  preset  request  canncA  do  that 
if  they  are  compelled  to  choose  between  the 
request  and  the  lAodification  propc^d.  It 
will  put  them  in  a  wnmg  position.  They 
cannot  express  their  views  at.  all. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  whole  ob- 
ject of  our  procedure  is  to  elicit  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Reid. — No  occupant  of  the  chair 
has  been  more  anxious  than  you,  sir,  to  give 
to  the  Cwnmittee  the  fullest  opportunity  of 
exercising  its  opinion.  On  the  present 
occasion  honorable  members  desire  to  choose 
between  three  alternatives — ^the  original 
figures  sent  to  the  Senate,  the  Senate's  sug- 
gestion, and  a  middle  suggestion — but  they 
cannot  do  that  under  the  present  motion.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  at  the  present  time, 
because  I  have  only  iust  entered  the  cham- 
ber, but  later  on  I  shall  take  an  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  the  point  decided  by  the 
Speaker. 

Motion  agreed  to.  * 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  177.   Electrical  Machines,  &c.— 

(C)  Regulating,  Starting,  and  Controlling  Ap- 

Earatus  for  all   electrical   purposes,  including 
listributing  Boards  and  Switch  Boards,  excej^t 
Telephone  Switch  Boards,  ad  vat.  so  per  bent. 

Leave  ont  "Switch  Boards"  and 
insert  "Switchboards";  make  the  paragraph 
free. 

Requested  amendment,  altering  the 
wording  of  the  paragraph,  made. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Willxah  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  tbe  requested  amendment,  making  the 
paragraph  free,  be  not  made. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — According  to  your 
ruling,  sir,  if  we  are  to  seciu-e  any  duty 
between  the  rate  previously  agreed  to  by 
this  Committee,  and  the  recommendation 
of  the  Senate,  we  must  vote  against,  ad- 
mitting these  articles  free.  That  is 
precisely  what  we  do  not  want  to  do.  I 
submit  that  the  ConstituticHi  distinctly 
provides  that  we  may  either  accept  a 
request  of  the  Senate  or  accept  it  with 
such  modifications  as  we  may  deem  fit  to 
make.  Tlie  modifications  which  the  Com- 
mittee desire  to  make  can  be  ascertained 
only  after  we  have  disagreed  with  the  re- 
Guest  of  the  Senate. 

The_  CHAIRMAN.— I  have  already 
ruled  in  a  certain  direction,  and  I  must 
ask  the  honorable  member  either  to  move 


to  disagree  with  my  ruling  or  to  imxxed 
with  the  discussion  of  the  item. 

Mr.  Makon. — I  wish  to  point  out  a  way 
in  which  the  honorable  member  for  Farra- 
matta  can  overcome  the  difiiculty  which  has 
been  created  without  his  being  open  to  any 
charge  of  inconsistency.  1  suggest  that 
he  should  move  the  insertion  after  the  word 
"  free  "  of  the  following  words  :  "  and  on 
and  after  ist  May,  1908,  i  per  cent."  The 
division  upon  that  proposal  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  test  of  whether  or  not  the  word 
"  free  "  should  be  retained.  If  the  pro- 
posal were  not  carried,  it  would  then  be 
open  to  any  honorable  member  to  move  for 
the  imposition  of  some  other  duty  propor- 
tionate to  the  duty  in  the  first  colimin. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^As  this,  sir,  is  a  matter  or 
some  importance,  I  do  not  think  you  will 
consider  that  I  am  taking  an  objecticHiable 
course — assuming  that  you  adhere  to  your 
original  ruling — when  I  aslf  you  to  refer 
to  Mr.  Speaker  a  question  which,  for 
greater  aa;uracy,  I  have  committed  to  writ- 
ing. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Under  what  standing 
order  does  the  right  honorable  member  pro- 
pose to  take  action? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  propose,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Chairman,  to  refer  this  matter  to' 
Mr.  Speaker.  That  course  has  been  fre- 
quently adopted.  I  am  sure  that  the  Chair- 
man will  not  take  any  party  view  of  this 
matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — On  a  former  oc- 
casion I  wished  to  dissent  from  the  Chair- ' 
man's  ruling,  and    to  have  the  matter 
referred  tp  Mr.  Speaker,  but  was  not  per- 
mitted to  do  so. 

Mr.  Reid. — If  the  Chairman  objects  to 
refer  the  matter  to  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall 
abandon  my  proposal  at  once.  But  I  ask 
him  to  allow  the  following  pcnnt  to  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Speaker — 

Whether  the  question  on  item  177,  paragraph 
c,  should  not  be  so  put  from  the  Chair  that 
honorable  members  who  wish  to  vote  for  die 
Senate's  suggestion  should,  if  that  be  nega- 
tived, have  an  opportunity  of  moving  for  a 
lower  duty  than  that  originally  propoied  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  think  that  that  statement  of  the  positim 
covers  the  point  involved.  The  decision 
of  the  Chairman  would  deny  honorable 
members  that  opportunity.  I  understand 
from  your  ruling,  sir,  that  if  the  Senate's 
suggestion  be  not  accepted  by  the  Cran- 
mittee,  honorable  members  will  have  no 
opportunity  of  moving  far  a  lower  rate  of 
duty  than  that  originally  agreed  Jo.  mamely. 
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20  per  cent.  I  want  to  refer  to  Mr. 
Shaker  the  qxiestion  of  whether  the  G<xn- 
mittee  should  not  be  afforded  such  an  op- 
portunity. If  the  Committee  does  not 
accept  the  rei^uest  of  the  Senate  in  its  in- 
tegrity, I  thmk  that  honorable  members 
should  be  free  to  move  ior  its  aoo^tanoe 
with  a  modification,  which,  in  this  instance, 
might  be  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Salmon. — I  should  like  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  proposal  of  the  right  honorable 
piember  is  in  order,  seeing  that  standing 
order  228  states — 

If  any  objection  is  taken  to  a  ruling  or  de- 
cision of  the  Chairman  of  Committee  such  ob- 
jectioB  shall  be  itated  at  race  in  writing,  and 
may  forthwith  be  decided  bv  tlie  Committee, 
and  the  proceeding  shall  tnen  be  leaumed 
where  they  were  interrupted. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — "  May  "  forthwith 
be  decided. 

Mr.  Salmon. — Exactly.  I  am  not  at- 
tempting to  construe  the  word  "  may  '*  as 
*'  shall."  In  view  of  the  weeding  of  that 
standing  order,  I  desire  to  know  whether 
the  proposal  of  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney  is  in  order? 
•  Mr.  Crouch. — This  is  not  the  first  occa- 
sion upcHi  which  a  request  has  been  made  to 
refer  questitms  which  have  arisen  in  Com- 
mittee to  Mr.  Speaktf  foe  decision.  .  1  re- 
gret to  say  that  the  adoption  of  that-  course 
has  been  acquiesced  in  by  >'ourself ,  sir,  and 
also  by  the  homnrable  member  for  Laane- 
coorie  and  the  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  when  they  filled  the  oflBce  which 
you  now  hold.  It  seems  to  me,  however, 
that  Mr.  Speaker  is  merely  one  member  of 
the  Committee,  and  as  such  can  only  ex- 
press an  opinion.  Seeing  that  a  method 
of  settling  these  questions  has  been  pro- 
vided by  the  Standing  Orders,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  word  "  may  "  should  be 
construed  as  "  shall." 

Mr.  Kelly.— Oh ! 

Mr.  Reio.— But  in  standing  orders  231 
and  232  the  word  "  shall "  is  used. 

Mr.  Crouch. — In  spite  of  the  interjection 
of  the  honorable  member  for  Wentworth, 
who  does  not  understand  this  question,  the 
right  'honorable  member  for  East  Sydney 
knows  that  in  Acts  of  Parliament  the  wcffd 
*'may"  frequently  means  "shall." 

Mr.  Johnson. — The  honorable  member 
has  himself  said  that  requests  have  fre- 
quently been  made  to  refer  questions  arising 
in  Committee  to  Mr.  Speaker.  Those  re- 
quests would  not  have  be^  made  if  the 
standing  order,  were  mandatory. 

Mr.  Crouch.— ^Up<m  every  occasion  that 
ftuch  questicxis  have. been  referred  to  Mr. 


Speaker  I  have  prtMested.  I  hope  that  the 
Chairman  will  adhere  to  his  decision,  even  if 
it  be  overruled  by  the  Committee.  I  trust 
that  he  will  not  permit  Mr.  Speaker  to  de- 
cide this  matter  when  the  Committee  is  cap- 
able of  deciding  it  for  itself.  If  our 
Standing  Orders  dt>  not  give  a  proper 
directitm  in  such'  cases  th^  can  be 
amended.  I  object  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  as  the  authority  who  re- 
ferred the  requests  of  the  Senate  to  this 
Committee,  subordinating  the  principle 
underlying  the  creation  of  the  Ccnnmittee, 
by  coming  here  to  direct  it.  The  whole 
practice  of  the  British  Parliament  depends 
upon  the  preservation  of  the  distinction  be- 
tween proceedings  in  Committee  and  pro- 
ceedings in  the  House,  and  for  Mr.  Speaker 
to  come  here  and  direct  the  Ccxnmittee  seems 
to  me  to  be  most  improper.  The  Speaker 
and  the  Chairman  must  both  be  supeme 
in  their  own  jurisdictim.  In  spite  of 
precedents  which  have  been  established, 
owing  to  Chairmen  being  weak  enough  to 
give  way,  I  hope  that  on  the  present  occa- 
sion the  Chairman  will  adhere  to  his  deci- 
sion, and  see  that  effect  is  given  to  the 
Standing  Orders. 

Mr.  Johnson.— I  think  that  the  position 
taken  up  by  the  honorable  member  for  Corio 
is  a  most  extraordinary  one.  I  take  it  .that 
we  regard  Mr.  Speaker  as  the  proper  autho- 
rity to  interpret  our  Standing  Orders.  The 
Chairman  of  Committees  is  the  Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr.  Crouch.  —  In  Committee  he  is 
the  Chairman,  and  not  Deputy  Speaker. 

Mr.  Johnson. — 1  admit  that.  But  the 
Chairman  himself  has  frequently  referred 
questions  ari&ing  in  Committee  to  Mr. 
Speaker  for  his  ruling  upon  them.  Conse- 
quently he  has  regarded  Mr.  Speaker  as 
the  proper  authority  to  guide  us  in  such 
matters.  All  that  the  leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition proposes  is  that  a  similar  practice 
shall  be  followed  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— This  is  purely  a 
matter  of  procedure,  and  it  is  my  desire 
that  the  best  procedure  for  the  conduct  of 
business  shall  be  adopted.  At  the  same 
time,  the  proper  course  is  for  us  to  make 
our  own  Committee  procedure.  On  a  former 
occasion  I  allowed  my  decision  to  go  to 
the  Speaker,  who  ruled  against  it,  and  thus 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  was  brought 
into  confl  ict  with  Mr.  S  peaker ,  w  h  ich 
should  not  happen  in  any  deliberative  as- 
sembly. The  practice  is  not  allowed  in 
the  House  of  Commtms.  Standing  order 
228  says-      D,g,„,,,^  Google 
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If  any  objection  U  takes  to  a  ruling  or  de- 
cision of  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  such 
objection  shall  be  stated  at  once  in  writing,  and 
may  forthwith  be  decided  by  the  Committee; 
ahd  the  proceedings  shall  then  be  resumed 
where  '  they  were  interrupted. 

And  in  the  eleventh  edition  of  May's  Far- 
liamentary  Practice,  page  285,  it  is  stated — 

Older  in  debate  in  a  committee  is  enforced 
by  the  chairman,  who  is  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  business  therein;  and  from  his  de> 
cisidn  no  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  Speaker. 
That  is  very  definite  and  clear.  Passages 
in  other  works,  to  which  I  have  not  had 
time  to  refer,  point  out  that  it  would  be  a 
bad  thing  to  allow  a  ctmtrary  practice  to 
grow  up,  because  of  the  probability  of  con- 
flict between  the  opinirais  of  Chairman  and 
Speaker.  Therefore,  with  all  due  respect 
to  the  right  honorable  member  for  East 
Sydney  and  the  COTimittee,  I  must  decline 
to  allow  my  ruling  on  this  01  future  occa- 
nons  to  go  to  the  Speaker.  Of  course,  if 
a  motion  dissenting  from  this  ruling  is 
carried,  it  will  establish  the  precedent  to 
be  followed. 

Mr,  Reid. — If  the  requested  amendment 
making  the  item  free  is  agreed  to,  there 
will  be  no  occasion  to  raise  a  point  of  order, 
but  if  it  is  not  agreed  to,  a  point  might 
be  raised  in  connexion  with  an  alternative 
proposition,  which  I  think,  sir,  you  would 
allojv  me  to  put  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  MAHON  (Coolgardie)  [9.5].— To 
give  honwable  members  who  desire  that  the 
item  shall  be  free  an  opportunity  to  make 
it  so  without  stultifying  themselves,  I  wish 
to  move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion 
of  the  Minister,  the  additicxi,  after  the 
word  "  free,"  of  the  words  "  and  on  and 
after  ist  May,  1908,  2\  per  cent."  The 
Minister  asked  the  Committee  not  to  make 
the  amendment  requested  by  the  Senate ; 
but  if  the  purely  nominal  duty  which  I 
propose  is  carried  with  a  sufficient  ma- 
jority, we  can  afterwards  demand  a  reccmi- 
mittal,  and  have  the  item  made  free. 

Mr.  Crouch.^ — There  is  no  such  rate  as 
2 1  per  cent,  in  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  MAHON. -^I  am  aware  of  that,  and 
have  suggested  that  rate  in  this  instance 
merely  to  fix  a  nominsi  duty,  not  because 
1  am  favorable  to  such  a  low  duty,  but 
solely  to  build  a  bridge  to  carry  those  who 
wish,  without  appearing  inconsistent,  to 
make  the  item  free. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [9.7].— The 
difficulty  in  which  I  found  mvself  when 
proposing  a  similar  course  crops  up  again 
in  connexion  with  the  honorable  member's 
proposal.  I  should  like  to  make  the  item 
free,  but  if  that  cannot  be  done,  I  wish 


to  vote  for  as  low  a  duty  as  possible.  If 
the  honorable  member's  amendment  were 
carried,  we  could  not  make  the  item  free. 

Mr.  Mahon. — I  propose  a  nominal  duty 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  a  rectxnmittal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber's proposed  amendment  prevents  us  from 
voting  to  make  the  item  free,  unless  the 
Treasurer  agrees  to  a  reccsnmittal. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [9.8].— The 
Minister  has  given  no  reasoa  for  pladag 
a  duty  on  such  machines  as  meters,  axoing 
within  this  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  reason  is  that 
they  can  all  be  made  here.  I  have  just 
consulted  the  departmental  c^&cers  on  the 
point,  and  that  is  their  deliberate  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised to  hear  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— I  think  that  volt 
and  ampere  meters  axe  affected,  not  by  re- 
quest 92,  but  by  request  93,  94*  <x  97. 

Mr.  FRAZER. — I  do  not  agree  with  the 
honorable  member,  though  diey  may  come 
within  the  next  loosely-worded  proviuon. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Meters  are 
dealt  with  in  item  178. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Only  gas  meters. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — Electrical  and  gas 
meters. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— If  the  Minister  would 
tell  us  what  machines  are  affected  by  the  re- 
quest, it  would  shorten  the  debate.  If  they 
are  produced  in  the  Coounon wealth,  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  duty  on  tbm.  If 
the  other  articles  which  I  have  indicated, 
and  which  I  believe  are  not  made  in  the 
Comm(Hi wealth,  are  placed  under  a  lower 
rate  of  duty,  I  am  prepared  to  support  the 
duty  in  this  particular  case,  although  I  can- 
not see  why  there  should  be  a  higW  duty 
than  on  the  general  item. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [9.11].— The 
difficulty  that  I  am  in  with  "regard  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hcwiorable  member  for"  Cool- 

?ardie  is  not  that  of  the  hcmorable  member 
CH-  Lang.  I  am  not  ccmcerned  with  whe- 
ther we  have  to  justify  ourselves  foe  voting 
for  a  duty  of  2J  per  cent,  or  not.  If  we 
adopt  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent.,  it  will  be  a 
formal  duty,  and  we  shall  be  safeguarded. 
But  is  the  position  of  the  cOTimercial  com- 
munity safeguarded  ?  It  would  be  rather 
an  awkward  thing  for  importing  Anns,  if 
they  had  to  pay  2^  per  cent,  duty  now,  and 
another  rate  of  duty  a  month  heiKe. 
They  do  not  know  where  they  are 
when  we  are  constantly  changing  the 
Tariff.    What  im^rter,^  ^  j^^gi  » 
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the  duty  imposed  is  constant  changes  of  able  member  to  move  that  on  and  after  a 

duty,  when  they  do  not  know  how  to  ar-  certain  date  a  certain  duty  should  operate, 

range  their  prices.   I  suggest  that,  the  right  Similarly,  if  the  Committee  negatived  the 

honorable  member  for  East  Sydney  should  word  "  free,"  we  should  still  be  able  to  do 

test  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  his  something  else  with  the  item. 

\'iew  of  the  procedure,  and  then,  if  he  can-  The  CHAIRMAN. — We  have  already 

not  carry  his  point,  let  us  accept  the  pro^  carried  a  general  resolu'don  to  the 'effect 

posal  of  the  honorable  member  for  CooU  that  whatever  duties  are  decided  upon  shall 

gardie  as  the  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty^  operate  frcma  a  certain  date.    That  general 

Mr.   Reid. — I   wish   to  ask  you,  sir,  resolution  covers  all  amendments.    I  think 

whether,  in  connexion  with  this  item  177c,  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  the  Committee 

you  would  consider  it  to  be  a  proper  course  to  insert  a  number  of  different  dates, 

to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Committee,  Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — It.  occurs   to  me 

if  the  suggestion  of  the  Senate  to  make  the  that  there  is  another  way  of  meeting  the 

item  free  is  negatived,  to  modify  the  duty  difficulty,  and  one  which  I  think  would 

which  was  originally  proposed?     If  you  be  in  order;  that  is,  to  modify  the  wording 

hold  that  there  is  no  sudi  opportunity,  I  of  the  questim,  and  take  a  test  vote  at 

shall  proceed  under  the  Standing  Orders  this  stage  as  to  whether  the  item  should  be 

to  put  my  objection.  free  or  not.    I  sutxnit  that  it  would  be 

The  CHAIRMAN.— It  will  be  better  to  quite  in  order  for  me  to  move  the  omis- 

wait  until  we  have  made  a  blank.     Of  sion  of  the  word  "  not  "  from  the  question 

course,  the  right  honorable  member  always  be  put  from  the  Chair,  in  order  to  tesi 

has  an  opportunity  to  dissent  from  my  riil-  whole  question,  whilst  leaving  the  rate 

ing.    I  remind  the  Committee  that  a  gene-  of  duty  to  be  dealt  with  hereafter.  The 

ral  resolution  has  been  carried  as  to  when  question  to  be  put  is  that  the  request  of 

thesa  duties  shall  commence.    I  suggest  to  the  Senate  be  not  made.    I  desire  to  move 

the  honorable  member  for  Coolgardie  that  that  the  word  "not "  be  emitted  from  that 

his  proposal  should  be  put  as  follows — to  question. 

add  the  following  modification: — "  Omit  Mr.  Mahon. — That  is  a  direct  negative. 

'  free'  and  insert  '  2J  per  cent.'  "    The  Jlr.  Joseph  Cook. — I  know  that  it  is, 

question  then  to  be  put  would  be,  "  That  but  it  is  a  method  constantly  adopted  where 

the  words  proposed  to  be  added  be  so  we  desire  to  leave  the  question  of  die 

added."  amount  of  duty  open. 

Amendment  (by  Mr.  Mahon)  proposed—  The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  accept  the 
That  iTie  following  modification  be  added honorable  member's  suggestion. 

"omit  free,"  and  insert  "  ai  per  cent."  Mr.  W.  H.  IrvXNE. — Before   yOU  rule 

Mr.  Glynn.— Would  it  not  be  betler  to  definitely,  sir  

put  the  question,  "  That  the  word  *  free  '  Jhe    CHAIRMAN.— I    have  already 

stand  part  of  the  item"?  ruled  that  the  amendment  desired  to  be 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  I  were  to  put  the  '"c.™^  by  the  honorable  member  for  Parra- 

quesUon  that  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  ^  ^  "^"^^t  negative,  and  I 

out  stand  part,  it  would  preclude  any  other  that  it  would  not  be. wise  to  adopt 

honorable  member  from  moving  an  amend-  *^'^^t  procedure. 

ment  if  that  question  were  resolved  in  the  Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume — Trea- 
affirmative.  For  instance,  the  honorable  surer)  [9.18]. — I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
member  for  Coolgardie  .desires  that  the  articles  dealt  with  in  the  item  under  con- 
duty  shall  be  per  cent.  Some  other  hon-  sideration  are  minor  articles  such  as  elec- 
orable  member  may  desire  a  duty  of  5  or  trie  switches.  Telephone  switchboards  and 
10  per  cent.,  as  the  case  may  be.  If  I  were  other  large  articles  are  not  dealt  with  under 
to  put  the  question  as  the  honorable  mem-  this  item.  The  item  as  it  reads  rather 
ber  for  Angas  desires,  and  the  Committee  leads  one  to  suppose  that  the  class  of  ai- 
were  to  decide  in  the  affirmative,  no  other  tides  dealt  with  are  important,  but  it  is  as 
honorable  member  would  have  an  oppor-  well  for  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
tunity  of  moving  an  amendmeit.  I  put  they  are  really  small  things, 
the  question  in  the  form  stated  so  as  to  Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
allow  other  bcHiorable  members  to  move  [9.19]. — It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  do 
amendments.  practically  nothing  in  regard  to  this  matter 
Mr.  Glynn. — I  submit  that  if  it  were  de-  except  to  follow  the  stereotyped  proposal  of 
clared  that  thewwd  "free"  should  stand,  the  Treasurer.  It  appears^ to  me  .that  he 
it  would  still  be  competent  for  an  htxioc'  is  ccxnplete  mast^gii^d  t}»Ls^ia)ESM£ 
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Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— According  to 
the  ruling  of  the  Chairman  no  room  is  left 
for  the  Committee  to  act  as  it  desires.  I 
submit  that  an  amendment  offering  an  al- 
ternative way  of  submitting  the  motion  to 
the  Committee  must  be  in  order.  It  has 
been  so  ruled  by  ewry  Speaker  from  time 
immemorial. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  procedure  was  allowed 
on  the  item  relating  to  rock  drills. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— That  was  different. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— It  is  a  pro- 
cedure that  is  allowed  in  c(xmexi(»i  with 
nearly  every  Bill. 

The  CHAIRT5TAN.— Will  the  honorable 

member  discuss  the  item  or  move  that  my 
ruling  be  disagreed  with? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [9.20]. 
— On  the  merits  of  this  question  which  have 
been  snnewhat  overshadowed  by  the  tech- 
nical discussion  which  has  taken  place,  I 
wish  to  make  my  position  clear.  I  agree 
entirely  with  what  the  Treasurer  has  said 
with  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the 
appliances  covered  by  this  paragraph  of  the 
item.  As  I  understand  it,  regulating, 
starting  and  controlling  appi^ratus  for  elec- 
trical purposes  comprise  very  simple  struc- 
tural contrivances,  such  as  small  levers  made 
of  brass,  or  of  blocks  for  insertion  in  holes. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  marbles. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Quite  so.  A 
skilled  mechanic  can  make  such  things  out 
of  l»'ass  or  wood.  They  are  easily  made, 
and  there  is  a  very  broad  distinction  be- 
tween them  and  the  articles  coming  under 
the  next  item.  For  that  reason  I  shall 
vote  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [9.21]. — Having 
regard  to  the  com])lications  that  have  arisen 
with  resfject  to  our  power  to  modify  a  re- 
quest of  this  kind,  I  wish  to  say  clearly 
that  it  is  within  my  own  knowledge  that  the 
majority  of  these  appliances  are  made  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  that  I  think  the 
manufacturers  of  them  are  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  One 
docs  not  know  into  what  false  position  one 
may  be  led  by  this  cross  voting,  and  I  wi^ih^ 
therefore,  to  define  my  position. 

Mr.  Wn.KS  (Dallev)  [^.22"}.— In  view 
of  the  fact  thnt  we  haw  carried  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent.-  in  respf  ct  of  dvnamo  electric 
machi  nes  of  500  horse-  pow  er ,  showing 
thereby  our  belief  that  they  can  be  and  ate 


being  made  in  Australia,  it  is  strange  that 
there  should  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  capa- 
city of  our  manufacturers  to  make  tbese 
small  ai^Iianoes.  A  duty  of  a|  pa  cent, 
would  be  merely  for  revenue  and  not  for 
protective  purposes.  If  we  can  make  in 
Australia  dynamo  electric  machines  of  500 
horse-power,  and  are  prepared  to  encourage 
yie  industry  by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent., 
surely  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  support 
a  protectionist  duty  of  20  for  the  encour- 
agement of  those  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  miuOT  electrical  appliances. 

Modification  negatived. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item   177.    Electrical   Machines,  &c.  : — 

(d)  Electric  Apparatuf  and  Fittings  oonnst- 
ing  wholly  or  partly  of  metal  a.e.t.,  including 
Switches,  Fuses,  and  Lightning  Arresters,  ad 
val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per  cent,  j  (United 
Kingdom),  10  per  cent. 

Request. — Make  paragraph  D  free. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluam  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Question  put.    The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes 
Noes 


32 
20 


Majority 


natcheloi,  E.  Ih 

Carr,  E.  S. 
Chanter,  J,  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Good,  J. 
Crouch,  R,  A. 
Dcikin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fairbaim,  C. 
f'orrest,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Frazcr,  C.  E. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper.  R. 
Knox,  W. 


12 


Aras. 


Lyne,  Sir  William 
Malonev,  W.  R.  N. 

p-^ee.  J. 

Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spcnce,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Hutchison,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 


NOEfi. 


Archer.  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Fox  (on.  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  VV. 
Glvnn,  P.  McM. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 


DigitizA) 


Livingston,  J, 
Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
I'oynton,  A. 
"ei,l.  G.  H. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 

TeUers : 


Ctutonu 
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Pubs. 


Mathews,  J. 
KingstOD.  C.  C. 
Wynne,  A. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Mauger,  S. 
Catls,  1.  H. 
Bam  ford,   F.  W. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
O'Malley,  King 


Hedges,  W.  N. 
Edwaids,  R. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Thomas,  J. 
Wilson,  J.  G. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Sinclair,  U. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 


Questimi  so  resolved  in  the  afl5nnati*e. 
Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  177.   Electrical  Machines,  &c.  . 

Paragraph  (G)  Generators  for  direct  coupling 
to  Steam  Turbines,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5 
l>er  cent ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Request. — Leave  out  the  paragraph. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.30].— It  was  my  intention,  in  cer- 
tain circumstances,  .  to  move  that  the 
Senate's  requested  amendment  in  this  case 
be  made ;  but  as  ^e  Committee  has  refused 
to  malce  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Senate  in  requests  Nos.  90  and  91,  it  is 
newssary  that  we  should  also  refuse  to 
make  this  requested  amendment.  Had  the 
amendments  in  the  Senate's  requests  Nos. 
90  and  91  been  made,  I  should  have  moved 
that  this  requested  amendment  should  also 
be  made.  In  the  circumstances,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  this  paragraph  should  reifiain  in 
the  Tariff  as  it  left  this  House.   I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  FRAZER  (Kalgoorlie)  [9.33].— I 
understand  that  the  position  is  that  the 
Minister  intended  to  agree  to  the  deletion 
of  paragraph  g  of  item  177  if  the  amend- 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  in  their  re- 
quests Nos.  90  and  91  had  been  made ; 
but  as  they  were  not  made,  the  hcmorable 
gentleman  now  propcees  that  the  paragraph 
should  stand,  and  that  these  generators  for 
direct  coupling  to  steam  tiu-bines  should  be 
dutisble  at  5  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff,  and  free  frwn  the  United  King- 
don. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  FRAZER.— Then  I  shall  support 
the  Government  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [9.34]-— 1  wish 
to  remind  the  Minister  that  tlw  request  we 
are  now  considering  is  more  directly  related 
to  request  No.  73,  for  the  inclusion  in 
item  160  of  "  High-speed  Reciprocat- 
ing Engines  coupled  with  Generators 
or  Dynamo  Electric  Machines  to  be  used 
in  mines."  I  hope  that  the  Minister  is 
acting  in  this  matter  with  the  advice  of  the 
Department;  because  I  do  not  wish  what 
we  have  done  in  connexicxi  with  the  Senate's 
[382]— 2 


request  No.  73  to  be  interfered  with  in 
any  way.  The  steam  turbine  is  a  high- 
pressure  engine,  and  we  have  agreed 
to  include  such  machinery  in  item  160, 
paragraph  a,  at  5  per  cent,  under  the 
general  Tariff,  and  free  frc»n  the  United 
Ktngd(xn.  I  am  unable  to  say  what  rela- 
tion this  request  has  to  requests  Nos.  90 
and  91. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  experts  tell 
me  that  it  is  related  to  those  requests. 

Mr.  KNOX.— Does  the  Minister  not  see 
that  it  is  more  intimately  related  to  request 
No.  73? 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  believe  it  is  re- 
lated to  that  request  also. 

Mr.  KNOX. — I  wish  to  have  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  assurance  that  what  he 
now  proposes  will  not  interfere  with  the 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  Committee  in 
dealing  witl»  the.  Senate's  request  Na  73. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  will  not  interfere 
with  it. 

Mr.  KNOX. — ^That  is  all  the  assurance 
I  require. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

And  on  and  after  2gth  November,  1907 — 
Item   178.    Electrical   and    Gas  Appliances, 


(B)  Gas  Meters,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5 
per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Request. — Make  the  duties  (General  Tariff), 
25  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [9.36]. — This  request  is  made  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  amendments  which  have 
already  been  agreed  to  in  the  Tariff.  I 

move— 

.  That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [9.37]  — 
When  item  178  was  previously  before  the 
Conmittee,  this  question  was  threshed  out, 
and  the  difference  between  gas  and  electric 
meters  was  made  clear.  In  connexion  with 
this  request,  I  have  received  the  following 
communication — 

On  behalf  of  my  company,  I  herewith  en- 
close notification  from  Glover  and  Co.  that  it 
is  the  intentioa  of  the  Senate  to  recommend  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  be  placed  on  gas  meters. 
As  the  directors  of  my  company  feel  thaf  the 
imposition  of  such  a  tax  is  grossly  unfair  and 
nnjust,  and  a  great  handicap  in  the  competition 
between  gas  and  electricity,  in  view  of  the  in- 
tention to  admit  electric  meters  free.  I  may 
here  state  that  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  there 
are  no  meters  of  the  class  we  are  using,  i.e., 
cast-iron  wet  meters,  made  in  the  Colonies,  and 
there  does  not  seem  any  likelihood  of  their 
being  made  here  even.^if  a@^g(^sed. 
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That  is  the  opinicHi  of  people  getting  their 
living  at  the  business*  and  in  the  circum- 
.stances,  We  should  have  some  eiqilanatii^ 
from  the  Minister  of  the  proposed  altera- 
tion of  the  duty  from  5  per  cent,  and  fiee 
to  25  and  20  per  cent.  "  Aa:ording  lo  the 
information  supplied  to  me,  these  n'eiers 
cannot  be  made  in  Australia,  and  in  the 
circumstances,  the  duties  proposed  must  h« 
regarded  as  revenue  duties.  They  are  other- 
wise objectionable,  because  they  would  apply 
not  only  to  gas  meters  but  also  to  ^^^ter 
meters.  The  Committee  should  hesitate 
before  it  accepts  the  proposal  made  hy  tl>e 
Treasurer.  At  any  rate,  honorable  mem- 
bers aa  this  side  ought  to  insist  on  some 
reason  for  the  jump  from  5  to  25  per  cent.  ; 
and  I  am  sure  my  pdnt  of  view  will  be 
supported  by  others. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [q.40]. — ^The  Treasurer  will  recol- 
lect that  the  original  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and  that 
the  representative  of  the  Government  in 
another  place  recognised  the  arrangement 
that  had  been  made  here. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Not  an  arrange- 
ment. When  I  have  an  opportunity  I  shall 
explain  why  the  duty  has  been  increased. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  n- 
presentative  of  the  Government  in  the 
Senate  voted  in  support  of  the  arrange- 
ment made  here,  but  the  request  was  car- 
ried against  him  by  one  vote.  If  the 
Treasure  looks  at  the  report  of  the 
discussicn  in  another  place  he  will 
find  reference  made  to  the  arrange- 
ment arrived  at  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives ;  but  I  merely  allude  to  this  in 
passing.  Electric  and  gas  meters  are  each 
used  by  large  companies,  municipalities, 
and  small  cwnpanies  in  country  districts  ; 
and  I  contend  that  the  same  duty  should 
apply  to  both  classes  of  meters.  If  it  is 
urged  that  gas  meters  can  be  made  here, 
while  electric  meters  cannot,  I  point  out 
that  .all  that  is  done  in  the  case  of  gas 
meters  is  to  assemble  the  parts  here,  and 
the  same  could  be  done  with  electric  meters, 
^o  matter  whether  there  be  a  duty  or  not. 
the  fitting  of  the  gas  meters  will  be  carried 
on  in  Australia,  owing  to  the  extra  cost  of 
sending  them  here  in  their  mad&up  form. 
Thi«  fitting  was  carried  on  in  New  South 
Wales  under  a  free-trade  policy,  and  also 
under  a  duty  of  12J  per  cent.,  which  .ap- 
plied to  both  meters  and  parts,  because,  as 
I  have  said,  of  the  extra  cost  of  carrying 
the  completed  meters,  and  the  less  risk 
of  injury.  In  England,  where  the  gas 
meters  are  patented  and  manufactured,  the 


parts  are  manufactured  in  some  centre  like 
London,  and  are  fitted  together  in 
the  towns  where  they  are  to  be  used. 
This  is  fouiid  to  be  the  moce  economical 
plan,  although  the  distances  are  short,  be- 
cause in  IxHidcMi  there  Is  the  elaborate  and 
expensive  machinery  for  making  the 
parts.  From  the  stand-point  of  equality,  I 
contend  that  the  same  duty  should  apply 
to  both  classes  of  meters.  The  industry 
here,  so  far  as  it  is  an  industry,  has  been 
in  existence  for  years  in  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales;  and  although,  as  I  remind 
honorable  members,  the  parts  bear  the  same 
duty  as  the  completed  meters.  This  as- 
sembling of  the  parts  is  carried  on 
by  the  Melbourne  and  other  metro- 
politan gas  companies,  xoA  hy  ti>e  Austra- 
lian agents  of  the  manufacturers;  and  it. 
will  continue  whether  or  not  there  be  ? 
duty.  A  comparatively  small  ntmiber  of 
made-up  meters  for  some  of  the  smaller  gas 
companies  are  imported;  and  they  are  all 
of  <me  malre. 

Sir  W1U.IAH  Lyme. — My  information  is 
that  two-thirds  of  the  imported  meters  are 

brought  here  made  up. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— I  think 
that  information  must  have  been  supplied  by 
some  firm  who  desire  a  higher  duty,  because 
I  know  that  the  figure  quoted  is  absolutely 
wrcKig.  To  Sydney,  for  instance,  no  ^as 
meters  are  sent  made  up,  and  the  fittmg 
employs  some  sixty  cnr  seventy  men.  Why 
should  those  who  use  gas  be  treated  dif- 
ferently from  those  who  use  the  electric 
light,  seeing  that  both  syst«ns  of  lighting 
are  carried  out  by  practically  the  same  class 
of  people? 

Mr.  Cboxjch. — On  the  honorable  mem- 
ber's own  statement,  the  duty  will  be 
largely  inoperative,  seemg  that  so  few 
meters  are  imported  made  up. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
.orable  member  forgets  that  the  parts  are 
dutiable  at  the  same  rate  as  the  meters. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  prepared  to 
lower  the  duty  on  the  parts  to  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  hon- 
orable member  is  not  putting  electric  and 
gas  lighting  on  the  same  level.  His  inter- 
jection would  be  a  very  good  answer  to 
my  remarks  if  electric  meters  or  parts  had 
also  to  pay  25  per  cent.,  but  th^  are  ad- 
mitted at  5  per  cent,  and  free.  When'the 
question  was  raised  here  previously,  the 
Minister  at  (Mice  agreed  to  make  the  duties 
on  the  two  kinds  of  applia;ices  the  same. 
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Mr.  Ckouch. — ^Would  it  not  be  unfair  to 
charge  only  5  per  cent,  on  the  made-up 
article,  while  charging  25  per  cent,  and 

20  per  cent,  on  the  parts? 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— The  "  5 
per  cent,  and  free  "  would  apply  in  the  case 
of  gas  meters,  as  it  does  in  the  case  of  elec- 
tric meters,  to  both  the  constructed  article 
and  the  parts.  I  think  I  Icnow  where  the 
advocacy  of  this  dutv  came  from.  It  is 
<Mie  that  would  affect  Melbourne  possibly 
TOOK  than  Sydney.  I  think  the  movement 
to  secure  the  duty  came  from  one  direction, 
because  a'  different  class  of  meter  is  used  to 
a  considerable  extent  in  Sydney  from  that 
used  in  Melbourne.  The  dry  meter  is 
mostly  used  in  Melbourne,  and  the  wet 
meter  in  Sydney.  What  suits  one  manufac- 
turer may  not  suit  another..  When  there  are 
two  iUuminants  provided  by  practically 
the  same  class  of  i)eople,  in  some 
cases  big  companies,  in '  some  cases  small 
•  compaAies,  and  in  some  cases  municipali- 
ties— there  is  far  more  gas  than  electricity 
provided  by  municipalities  and  small  com^ 
.  panics — there  ought  to  be  equal  treatment. 
I  am  sure  the  Government  do  not  wish 
to  give  preference  to  one  illuminant 
over  another.  Electric  meters  are  duti- 
able at  5  per  cent,  and  free,  and  gas 
meters  were  so  when  the  schedule  left  this 
Chamber.  Either  of  them  can  be  put  to- 
gether here  if  the  parts  are  imported,  but 
no  exception  has  been  made  in  the  case  of 
electric  meters,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to 
levy  a  tax  of  25  per  cent,  as  against  the 
one  illuminant  only. 

Mr.  Sampson. — The  Treasurer  accepted 
5  per  cent,  and  free. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— Yes ;  and 
it  was  admitted  in  the  Senate  that  an  ar- 
rangement had  been  made.  That  was  ad- 
mitted even  by  the  opponents  of  it.  They 
quite  rightly  did  not  consider  themselves 
bound  by  it,  but  the  Minister  did,  and 
voted  for  the  item  as  it  left  here.  The  re- 
quest was  carried  by  one  vote  only  in  that 
Chamber,  although  the  original  duty  was 
carried  unanimously  here.  The  Minister 
should  reconsider  his  proposal  to  accept  the 
request.  It  is  an  unnecessary  tax,  which 
fcff  &U  purposes  is  merely  a  revenue  tax 
against  one  particular  form  of  illuminant. 
We  should  certainly  do  equal  justice  as  f  ar 
as  we  can  as  between  people  who  are  en- 
gaged in  practically  the  same  occupation — 
that  of  providing  lighting  in  the  community. 
The  Treasurer  should  adhere  to  the  decision 
that  he  arrived  at  before,  that  his  own 


Minister  hx  the  Senate  ^uppwted,  that 
was  carried  in  this  Chamber  unanimously, 
and  defeated  elsewhere  by  one  vote  onlv. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[9-55]- — I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  will 
adhere  to  his  determination  to  accept  the 
request.  I,  in  common  with  many  honor- 
able members,  feel  a  certain  amount  of 
timidity  in  opposing  anything  which  the 
honorable  member  for  North  Sydney  advo- 
cates. But  whilst  he  is  a  free-trader,  I  am 
a  protecticmist,  and  I  am  ioBuenced  by  the 
fact  that  these  articles  can  be  manufactured 
here  to'&  much  greater  extent  than  they  are 
at  present,  while  the  Brassworkers'  Associa- 
ti(Hi  assure  me  that  if  gas  meters  continue 
to  be  manufactured  here  the  brasswork  con- 
nected with  them  can  also  be  made  here. 
Consequently,  even  the  importation  of  the 
parts  will  be  dcMie  away  with.  The  out- 
side portions  of  the  meters'  are  made  in  Mel- 
bourne to  a  great  extent.  The  machinery 
for  cutting  them  is  not  as  intricate  as  that 
used  here  for  cutting  and  making  tins.  One 
company  in  Melbourne  employs  fifty-seven 
hands,  and  two  other  firms  employ  ten  and 
five  hands  respectively  in  making  gas  meters. 
In  New  South  Wales  one  firm  employ 
seventy  hands  in  making  them. 

Mr.  McWiLLiAMS. — Do  they  make  them 
or  put  them  together? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— They  make  them  in 
the  same  sense  as  the  honorable  member  for 
North  Sydney  says  they  are  made  in  Eng- 
land. As  is  the  case  with  other  pieces  of 
mechanism,  certain  firms  apply  themselves 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  certain 
portions. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson.  —  They  have 
been  and  are  manufacturing  them  under  a 
duty,  which  is  the  same  on  the  conpleted 
article  as  on  the  parts. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— Although  we  cannot 
number  those  engaged  in  the  industry  by 
thousands,  even  the  honorable  member  will 
admit  that  a  fair  number  of  men  are  em- 
ployed. The  increased  duty  should  be 
agreed  to,  seeing  that  the  question  of  the 
raising  of  the  price  hardly  comes  into  con- 
sideration, and  that  the  continuance  of  the 
work  here  will  give  rise  to  other  employ- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  parts  that  are 
not  made  here  now.  The  mechanism  of 
meters  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of 
penny -in- the-slot  machines  and  other  devices 
that  are  now  imported.  Those  could  all  be 
made  here,  so  that  the  industry  is  capable 
of  very  wide  expansion.  The  indus- 
try of  meter  making  in  Australia  has 
been  growing,  bS^mm)gm  other 
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industries,  it  has  to  mwt  ccHnpetititm  whidi 
may  be  regarded  from  a  commercial  stand- 
point as  fair,  but  whicH  is  nevertheless  most 
injurious. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Does  not  all 
that  apply  equally  to  electric  meters? 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  should  like  to  see 
electric  meters  manufactured  here  also,  but 
unfortunately  we  have  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity to  deal  with  that  question.  At 
this  stage  we  can  introduce  no  new 
item,  but  can  only  deal  with  the 
Senate's  requests.  I  hope  that  the  hon- 
orable member,  for  Dalley  will  put  up  his 
umbrella  on  behalf  of  this  particular  re- 
quest I  believe  it  is  in  his  electorate  that 
gas  meters  are  made  for  New  South  Wales. 
This  is  an  industry  which  could  be  ex- 
tended in  many  directions.  Besides  the 
companies  I  have  named  there  are  many 
other  COTnpanies  which  are  making  gas 
meters,  either  wholly  or  partially.  I  re- 
cc^ise  that  the  gas  ccRnpanies  in  small  pro- 
vincial towns  may  be  opposed  to  this  re- 
quest, but  I  believe  that  in  time  they  wilt 
see  their  way  to  put  tc^etho-  j;as  meters  in- 
stead of  impwting  them.  In  view  of  the 
possibility  that  this  industry  may  grow  in 
many  directions,  I  trust  that  the  Treasurer 
will  adhere  to  his  detenmnaticni  to  accede 
to  the  request. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [10.2].  —  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  do  not  know  whether  you 
noticed  that  during  the  last  two  or  three 
days  I  have  been  taking  a  few  draughts  of 
protection ;  but  I  intend  to  sober  up  on  this 
item.  The  honorable  member  for  North 
Sydney  has  put  the  position  in  a  way  whidi 
is  practically  unanswerable.  He  has  ap- 
pealed to  the  C(xmnittee  for  equality  of 
treatment.  The  protectioiists  have  put  a 
dutv  of  5  per  cent,  on  electrical  meters. 

Mr.  Mathews. — Evidently  gas  meters 
are  not  made  in  Dalley. 

Mr.  WILKS.—They  can  be  made  in  Dal- 
ley, because  it  has  very  competent  artisans. 
The  honorable  member  for  North  Svdney 
has  made  it  very  clear  that  the  parts  of  these 
meters  are  assembled  in  Australia.  If  this  re- 
quest Ik?  acceded  to  the  Committee  will  im- 
pose a  tax  upon  the  users  of  gas  meters. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  while  the  elec- 
tric light  supplying  companies  charge  for 
the  use  of  their  meters,  the  gas-lighting 
cwnpanies  supply  free  meters  to  their  con- 
sumers, though,  of  course,  they  may  make  a 
hit  afterwards  by  means  of  a  big  racing  ma- 
ciiine.  I  believe  that  I  have  a  big  racing 
macliine  in  my  establishment.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  justice  and  equity  we  ought  not  to 


impose  a  serious  tax  upc«i  the  makers  of 
gas,  whether  they  be  large  companies  or 
small  OHnpanies.  Why  should  we  put  the 
makers  of  electric  light  in  a  better  position 
than  the  makers  of  gas? 

Mr.  "Mathews. — The  honoratSle  member 
does  not  think  that  the  gas  companies  p^s 
on  the  duty  ? 

Mr.  WILKS.— Not  unless  they  instal  a 
good  racing  machine  in  a  man's  house.  No 
doubt  if  we  imposed  a  very  high  duty  they 
would  pass  it  on  to  the  consumer,  or  charge 
rent  for  the  use  of  their  meters.  Originally 
the  Treasurer  proposed  to  admit  gas  meters 
at  5  per  cent,  frcrni  foreign  countries  and 
free  when  imported  from  the  United  King- 
dom. His  own  protectionist  inclinaticn 
did  not  lead  hiih  to  go  farther  than  that.  I 
think  that  he,  as  a  protectionist,  must  see 
that  the  claim  made  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  North  Sydney  is  irresistible.  I 
ask  him  not  to  be  a  glutton  in  the  case  of 
this  item,  as  he  has  been  in  the  case  of 
other  items.  He  should  accord  equal 
treatment  to  the  importers  of  both  kincs  of 
meters.  I  shall  vote  against  the  Senate's 
request. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [10.5],— On 
behalf  of  the  residents  of  country  tofrns, 
I  appeal  to  the  Treasurer  not  to  press  his 
motion.  He  knows  that  in  his  electorate 
there  are  many  country  towns  which  would 
benefit  from  the  establishment  of  gas  com- 
panies. A  high  duty  on  gas  meters  would 
press  most  heavily,  not  on  the  wealthy  gas 
companies  in  the  cities,  but  on  the  small 
gas  c<Hnpanies  in  country  towns,  and  in- 
directly upon  the  consumers.  What- 
ever contributes  to  the  happiness  of  the 
people  of  a  town  should  be  encouraged.  If 
anything  impnoves  the  appearance  of  a 
town  and  prcmiotes  the  ccmfort  of  its  in- 
habitants, it  is  the  establishment  of  gas 
works  and  gas  lighting.  I  also  appeal 
to  the  Treasurer  on  behalf  of  the 
coal  miners.  He  will  realize  that  the 
more  gas  cwnpanies  are  established  the 
rhore  work  will  be  given  to  coal  miners. 
I  also  appeal  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
on  behalf  of  the  carters,  the  ironworkers, 
and  the  clerks.  Seeing  that  originally  he 
agreed  that  the  duties  on  gas  meters  should 
be  5  per  cent,  and  free,  I  see  no  reascm 
why  we  should  accede  to  the  Senate's  re- 
quest, and  thereby  impose  an  unnecessary 
hardship  upon,  the  people.  Let  us  en- 
deavour as  far  as  possible  to  encourage  a 
system  of  thrift,  and  no  one  can  deny  that 
a  penny -in- the-slot  gas  meter  is  a  savings 
bank  on  a  smallD^,^GoOgIe 
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Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
£10.7]. — I  cannot  support  the  Senate's 
request.  This  item  deals  with  electrical 
and  gas  appliances,  particularly  with 
gas  meters.  .  Whilst  it  affects  the  large 
ccMupanies  in  the  cities  very  closely^, 
still  it  is  the  small  country  towns  which 
will  be  affected  very  seriously  if  we  agree 
to  duties  of  25  and  20  per  cent,  on  gas 
meters.  When  this  item  was  first  pro- 
posed by  the  Treasurer,  I  received  from 
the  municipal  council  of  Mctong  a  com- 
munication, upon  which  I  regret  I  cannot 
lay  my  hand  at  the  present  moment.  They 
pointed  out  to  me  how  adversely  it  would 
affect  their  interests  and  limit  the  con- 
sumption of  thdr  gas.  They  claimed  that 
it  would  not  only  limit  the  «)nsumpti(xi,  as 
it  would  prevent  a  number  of  persons  from 
using  gas  as  they  are  now  doing,  but  also 
increase  the  cost  of  the  article  to  the  con- 
sumers. The  communication  pointed  out 
how  the  council  would  be  very  seriously 
affected  by  the  duty  inasmuch  as  the  gas 
works  carried  a  very  heavy  debt.  I  do 
not  remember  how  the  loan  for  their  con- 
struction was  raised,  but  the  council  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  repayment,  and  is  paying 
interest  out  of  a  particular  fund. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — That  applies  to 
thousands  of  towns. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— I  agree  with 
my  honorable  friend  that  pretty  well  every 
country  town  wl^ich  supplies  gas  to  its 
citizens  would  be  affected  by  the  high  duties 
requested  by  the  Senate.  1  remind  hon- 
orable members  that  not  only  Molong,  but 
many  other  country  towns  are  already 
heavily  handjcapped,  inasmuch  as  their 
coal  has  to  be  carried  for  a  considerable 
distance  by  railway.  The  nearest  point 
from  which  the  Molong  council  can  procure 
its  coal  is  Lithgow.  To  towns  such  as 
Forbes,  which  also  has  a  municipal  gas- 
works, the  coal  has  to  be  carried  for  a  very 
much  greater  distance.  All  this  adds  to 
the  cost  to  the  consumer,  and  yet  we  are 
now  asked  in  the  interests  of  a  prospective 
industry  which  can  attain  only  very  small 
dimensions  to  place  duties  of  20  and  25 
per  cent,  upon  gas  meters.  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  will  see  the  wisdom  of  dis- 
agreeing with  the  request  of  the  Senate  in 
this  ccmnexion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNR  (Hume—Trea- 
surer) [10.12]. — It  was  my  intentifm  at  6rst 
to  move  that  the  request  of  the  Senate  be 
not  made.  I  had  intmded  to  submit  a 
motion  imder  which  gas  meters  imported 
in  parts  would  have  been  made  dutiable 


at  5  per  cent.,  and  the  completed  meters 
at  the  higher  rate.  I  find,  however,  that 
I  should  not  be  in  order  in  adopting  that 
course,  because  the  wording  of  the  para- 
graph has  not  been  altered!^  the  Scaiate. 
X  therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion with  a  view  to  submitting  another. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Motion  (by  Sir  Wiluau  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  ameodmeDt  be  not  made. 

Mr.  CROUCH  (Corio)  [10.14].— I  de- 
sire to  know  whether  I  ^ould  be  in  order 
in  moving  to  insert  the  words  "  and  parts  " 
after  the  word  "  meters." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  would  not  be  in  order  in  adopting 
that  course. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare) 
[10.15]. — There  is  C(»isiderabte  force  in  the 
contention  of  the  Treasurer,  who,  however, 
is  prevented  by  parliamentary  practice  from 
moving  in  the  direction  that  he  desires.  But 
the  motiw  which  he  has  now  submitted  will 
at  least  place  him  in  the  position  of  being 
able  to  negotiate  with  the  Senate  in  respect 
of  this  item  at  a  later  stage. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.17]. — At  the  present  time  gas 
meters  and  the  parts  thereof,  are  admitted 
at  the  same  rate  of  duty.  What  I  desired 
to  do  was  to  make  the  parts  dutiable  at  5 
per  cent.,  and  to  levy  the  duty  requested 
by  the  Senate  upcMi  the  completed  meters. 
I  cannot  do  that,  howewr,  because  the 
wording  of  the  paragraph  has  not  been 
amended.  My  hands  are  therefore  tied. 
If,  however,  I  did  not  move  to  disagree 
with  the  request  of  the  Senate,  the  same 
duty  would  continue  to  be  levied  upcm  the 
meter  parts  that  is  charged  upon  the  com- 
pleted meters.  That  would  be  a  disad- 
vantage, because  it  would  pre\'ent  the  as- 
sembling of  the  parts  from  being  under- 
taken locally. 

Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.18]. — I  think  we  have  to  admit  that  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent.  up<m  meter  parts 
would  represent  nothing  like  25  per  cent. 
up(Mi  the  value  of  ihe  completed  n:eter. 
The  Senate  has  requested  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  upon  gas  meters  under  the  general 
Tariff  and  of  20  per  cent,  under  the  Tariff 
for  the  United  Kingdom.  I  think  that  we 
might  modify  that  request  by  admitting  gas 
meter  parts  at  5  per  cent,  utider  the  general 
Tariff  and  by  making  them  free  under  the 
Tariff  for  the  UBf|^^,^g^^^o^g[e 
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The  CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 
member  would  not  be  in  wder  in  adopting 
that  course. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— I  am  sorry,  because 
I  feel  that  the  effect  of  the  Treasurer's 
proposal  will  be  to  displace  a  large  number 
of  workmen. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Oh,  no. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  cxily  wcvk  which  will  be  done  in  the 
Ccnnmonwealth  will  be  that  of  repairing  the 
meters  which  are  at  present  in  use.  As  a 
protectionist  I  must  enter  my  protest  against 
allowing  this  question  to  go  by  the  board. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Let  it  go. 

Mr.  MATHEWS.— If  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  thought  that  fifty  or  sixty 
men  in  his  constituency  would  be  Uirown  out 
of  work  by  the  making  of  the  item  free,  he 
would  view  the  matter  in  a  different  light. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  making  of  meters 
will  lead  to  the  manufacture  of  other  ma- 
chines of  a  similar  character,  and  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Cwnmittee  will  not  give  pro- 
tection to  the  industry- 
Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.  —  Employment 
will  not  be  decreased  by  leaving  the  duty  in 
the  general  Tariff  at  5  per  cent.,  and  allow- 
ing importaticms  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  come  in  free. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — In  New  Zealand  both  gas 
and  electric  meters  have  been  placed  on  the 
free  list,  although  the  old  duty  was  ro  per 
cent.,  and,  on  a  revision  of  the  Tariff,  a 
rate  of  20  per  cent,  was  proposed. 

Moticxi  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Requested  amendment,  inserting  new 
paragraph  bb  in  item  178  (Electrical  and 
Gas  Appliances)  not  made. 

Item  178.  Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances, 
viz.  : —  .... 

(C)  N.E.I.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  15  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent. 

Request.—^okt  the  duty  (General  Tariff), 
17J  per  cent. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [10.26].— 
What  is  the  reason  for  this  small  increase 
of  duty  ?  The  importations  under  this 
item  cannot  be  very  great,  so  that  the  In- 
crease of  duty  is  not  likely  to  affect  the  re- 
venue. It  is  hardly  intelligent  to  vote  for 
something  which  we  do  not  understand. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
using  a  pump  on  a  well  which  has  no  water 


in  it.  The  Minister  cannot  give  an  ex- 
planation, so  what  is  the  use  of  asking  fcx* 
one. 

Mr.  KELLY.— It  would  appear—  with- 
out an  explanatifvi  to  the  contrary — thai  the 
Senate  has  made  the  request  out  of  pure 
captiousness.  A  rate  of  17I  per  cent,  will 
be  particularly  hard  to  apply.  I  could 
und«^stand  the  Minister  asking  the  Com- 
mittee to  agree  to  increases  of  40,  50,  cm- 
even  100  per  cent. ;  but  why  should  he 
bother  about  an  increase  of  2  J  per  cent.  ? 

,  Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  take  all  I  can  get. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Committee  is  much 
in  the  positiwi  of  the  prixe-fighter,  who 
takes  all  he  gets.  The  Senate  makes  this 
little  punch  of  2J  per  cent.,  and  we  take  it, 
just  as  we  have  taken  harder  punches. 

Sir  William  Lvnb. — The  alteration  Is  in 
accordance  with  my  desires,  and  with  those 
of  protectionists  generally. 

Mr.  KELLY. — If  the  Minister  assures  us 
that  the  alteration  will  give  employment  to 
so  many  more  thousands  of  men,  women,  or 
children,  I  shall  be  willing  to  let  it  go. 
Surely  he  will  not  be  so  imreasonable  as  to 
give  no  explanation. 

Mr.  Reid. — He  does  not  know  why  the 
Senate  made  the  request. 

Mr.  KELLY. — Certainly  no  member  of 
the  Committee  can  interpret  the  Senate's 
action.  I  ask  the  honwable  member  for 
Darwin,  who,  as  a  representative  of  a  con- 
stituency named  after  the  author  of  the 
Origin  of  Species,  may  know  what  is  in  Ae 
Minister's  mind,  why  the  requested  amend- 
ment is  to  be  made.  I  am  drawing  atten- 
tion to  this  matter,  not  because  the  request 
is  in  itself  of  any  moment,  but  to  show  how 
ridiculously  the  Committee  is  behaving. 
Anything  that  the  Senate  chooses  to  ask  for 
IS  granted  with  or  without  reason.  No 
reason  is  given  in  this  case  by  the  Minister, 
simply  because  he  knows  that  honorable 
members  wish  to  get  into  recess  and  get 
away  from  their  work,  and  that  thev  are 
willing  to  knuckle  down  to  the  Senateeverv 
day  in  the  week.  I  do  not  blame  the 
Minister  very  much  for  not  giving  reasons 
in  this  instance,  because  no  explanation  can 
be  given.  Very  often  he  is  unable  to  give 
explanations  with  regard  to  these  matters 
I  say  so  advisedly. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [io.3i]._I 
also  should  like  to  know  why  this  extra 
2i  per  cent,  is  to  be  granted.  Honorable 
members  opposite  are  clamouring  for  a  pro- 
tectionist Tariff.  Do  they  mean  to  say  that 
they  are  satisfied  with  an  increase  of  ai 
per  cent,  in  the  duty?  nr^rxn]c> 

Di^tized  by  ^ OOQ Ic 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — ^We  have  no  power 
to  increase  it  further, 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— Why  should  another 
place  be  satisfied  with  so  srn^M  an  increase  ? 
Is  it  because  a  manufactuier  of  incan- 
descent Iamp&  wanted  a  duty  of  per 
cent.  ?  I  am  entirely  in  the  dark  m  this 
matter.  What  is  the  value  of  the  imports 
under  this  heading,  and  what  are  the 
articles  included  under  it?  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Committee  is  aware  of  what  they 
are.  In  order  to  afford  honorable  members 
informaition  I  may  point  out  that  another 
place  was  informed  that  "the  item  includes 
such  articles  as — 

primary  batteries,  cable  clips  and  hangers, 
lightning  conductors,  electrolytic  apparatus, 
coimecters,  binding  screws,  terminals,  electric 
fire  alarms,  drop  sbutters  (call  indicators,  ait- 
Dunciators),  igaiters  and  spark  plugs,  electro- 
static machines,  electro-medical  apparatus, 
medical  batteries   and  thermostats. 

Surely  an  increase  of  2^  per  cent,  cannot 
be  satisfactory  to  protectionists.  The  Com- 
mittee is  not  being  treated  fairly  in  being 
denied  information  bv  the  Minister. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Wentworth)  [10.33].— I 
again  invite  the  attention  of  honorable  mem- 
bers to  the  item.  The  duty  sug^sted  by  the 
Senate  is  17  J  per  cent,  general  Tariff. _  The 
duty  which  this  House  ad(^ted  was  15. per 
cent.,  with  a  dutV  of  10  per  cent,  wi  goods 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  10  per 
cent,  duty  stands.  So  that  the  Minister  is 
really  giving  Great  Britain  an  extra  pre- 
ference of  zj  per  cent.  On  account  of  the 
glorious  Imperialism  of  the  hcmorable  gen- 
tleman, I  think  we  can  afford  to  let  the 
item  pass ! 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Item  180.  Rails,  Fish-plates,  Fish-bolts,  Tie 
Plate*  and  Rods,  Switches,  Points,  Crossings 
and  Intersections  for  Railways  and  Tramways, 
ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  12^  per  cent. ;  and 
on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  15  per  cent. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  12^  per  cent.  ;  and  on  and 
after  30th  November,  1907,  10  per  cent. 

Reauett. — Insert  after  the  word  "  latersec- 
tioos"  the  words  "also  Steel  Sleepers." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.36]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

I  have  been  making  inquiries,  and  I  find 
that  preparations  have  been  made  to  manu- 
facture steel  sleepers  at  Lithgow.  I  had 
an  interview  with  the  owner  of  the  works 
the  other  day,  and  he  informed  me  that  he 
is  putting  up  plant  for  the  purpose.  I 
was  inclined  to  agree  with  the  Swiate's  re- 
quest, but  if  steel  sleepers  can  be  made  b«re 

[383] 


surely  we  should  give  an  opportunity  for 
their  manufacture. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [10.37].—! 
remind  the  Committee  that  in  the  northern 
part  of  Australia  it  is  impossible  to  build 
railways  without  steel  sleepers.  We  have 
no  hope  of  opening  up  that  part  of  the 
country  without  them.  The  Pine  Creek 
Railway  is  made  with  steel  sleepers.  Many 
honorable  members  who  have  been  in  the 
Northern  Territory  know  how  bad  the  white- 
ants  are  there.  Steel  sleepers  must  be  used, 
because,  white  ants  eat  the  wooden  ones- 
The  duty  covering  steel  rails  is  quite 
high  enough  for  steel  sleepers  also.  It  is 
only  reasonable  that  the  sleepers  should  be 
included  in  this  item  at  a  lower  rate  of  duty. 
I  shall  vote  against  the  Minister's  motion. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [10.39].— I 
think  that  the  proposal  t>f  the  Treasurer  is 
an  inconsistent  one.  Why  should  steel 
sleepers  be  at  a  different  rate  of  duty  from 
steel  rails?  If  steel  sleepers  are  to  be  at 
30  per  cent.,  steel  rails  ought  to  be  at  the 
same  rate.  I  think  that  the  amendment  re- 
quested by  the  Senate  is  a  proper  one,  be- 
cause rails  and  sleepers  are  both  goods  of 
the  same  description.  To  draw  a  line  be- 
tween rails  and  sleepers  seems  to  me  .to  be 
ridiculous,  and  to  make  a  differeiK%  of  lOO 
per  cent,  between  the  duties  on  them  is 
not  justifiable. 

Question-;-Tliat  the  requested  amendment 
be  not  made — put.  The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  23 

Noes     ...       .  ...  ...  21 


Majority 


AVES. 


Carr,  E.  S. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Crouch,  K.  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Foster,  F,  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutdiison,  J. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thomas 

Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Fo\ton,  Colonel 
Frazer,  C.  E. 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson.  W.  E. 


O'Malley,  King 
Page,  J. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Storrer,  D, 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Coon,  J. 
Thomson,  John 

Noes. 

Kelly,  W.  H. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Povnton,  A. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Sampson,  S. 
Thomson,  Dugald 

Tellers: 
Bowden,  E.  K. 

D,git,zed¥y^b6gle 
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T):ilchelor,  £.  L. 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
M  auger,  S. 
Calts,  J.  H. 
BsmfoTd,  F.  W. 
McDongall,  J.  K. 
Wynne,  A. 
Hurpei,  R, 
Deakin,  A. 


Paibs. 

Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Mahon,  H. 
BrowQ,  Tilley 
Edwards,  R. 
Thomas,  J. 
Wilson,  1.  G. 
Smitfa,  Bruce 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Irvine,  Hans 
Willis,  Henry 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  i8i.  Iron  Pipes,  Cast  and  Wrought, 
n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  30  per  cent. ; 
and  on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  per 
ton,  409. ;  (United  Kingdom),  35  per  cent. ; 
ind  on  and  after  30th  November,  rgo?,  per 
ton,  308. 

Request. — After  the  letters  "n.c.i."  insert 
"  and  cast-iron  fittings  for  pipes."  Make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  35s.  per  ton, 

,  Mr.  MATHEWS  (Melbourne  Ports) 
[10.46]. — As  the  consideration  of  this  re- 
quest may  occupy  our  attention  for  some 
time,  I  think  that  the  Treasurer  might  well 
consent  at  this  stage  to  report  progress. 

Mr.  Kfllv. — No ;  let  us  get  on. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [10.47]. — It  is  all  very  well  for  hon- 
orable members  to  say  "  Go  on,"  but  I 
should  like  a  further  opportunity  to  OHisider 
tills  request. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — To  indulge  in  a  little 
more  lobbying? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— No;  I  think 
that  I  could  carr^  my  proposal  in  regard  to 
this  request  to-mght;  I  am  not  quite  sure 
that  we  ought  to  accept  the  request,  and  I 
am  therefore  agreeable  to  progress  being  re- 
IK>rted. 

Progress  reported. 

House  adjourned  at  10.49  'P-'"^- 


^ouse  of  lArpixsrntattbts. 

Friday,  i  May,  igo8. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chaur  at  10.30  a.m., 

;.nd  read  prayers. 

DEFENCE. 
Dynamite     Kxplosion     at  Thursday 
Island — Kmployment    of    Aliens  in 

Forts. 

Mr.  r..\M  FORD.— Has  the  attention  of 
'he  Minister  of  Defence  been  drawn  to 
I  n»  following  paragraph,  which  appears  in 
liiis  morning's  Argusf — 


DYNAMITE  MYSTERY. 
Discovery  in  a  Fobi. 
Thursday  Island.  Thursday. — Nothine  further 
has  been  ascertained  with  regard  to  the  explo- 
sion of  dynamite  at  the  Green  Hill  fort  on 
Monday.  On  that  day  a  packet  of  djmamite, 
a  bo.x  of  detonators,  and  a  piece  of  fuse  were 
found  tinder  a  6-in.  gun.  The  fuse  had  been 
Jit,  but  had  gone  out.  By  some  the  whole 
matter  is  regarded  as  a  joke,  but,  in -view  of 
the  -fact  that  a  quantity  of  common  shell  was 
stored  near  where  the  dynamite  was  found,  the 
consequence  of  an  explosion  might  have  been 
extremely  serious. 

Will  the  Minister  cause  inquiries  to  be 
made  as  to  the  correctness  of  those  state- 
ments? Is  he  aware  that,  in  some  of  our 
foits,  it  is  the  practice  to  employ  aliens  as 
cooks  and  officers'  servants;  and  will  he 
ascertain  whether  any  are  so  employed  in 
the  fort  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  EWING. — On  seeing  the  statement 
referred  to — I  think  in  a  telegram  pub- 
lished some  days  ago — I  communicated  by 
telegraph  with  the  Queensland  Comman- 
d.int.  who  informed  me  that  he  was  making 
inquiries,  and  hoped  to  furnish  a  repcHt 
within  a  day  or  two.  I  shall  communicate 
that  report  to  the  House  when  received. 
As  to  the  seccHid  question,  I  shall  make 
iiK]uiries,  and  inform  the  House  later. 

PRICE  OF  MORPHIA. 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Has  the  attention  of 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  been 
called  to  the  following  paragraph,  pub- 
lished in  this  morning's  Age?-^ 

The  med'cal  profession,  chemists,  nurses,  and 
others  interested  in  the  relief  of  suffering  are 
complatiiinf;  bitterly  against  the  dut;^  of  30s. 
per  lb.  levied  upon  the  opium  constiluenli  of 
morphia.  The  imposition  has  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  some  chemists  to  greatly  increase 
the  price  of  the  morphia  of  commerce.  The 
case  certainly  seems  one  for  rccun  si  deration  be- 
fore the  TarifT  is  fin:illy  disposed  of  by  Par. 
liament.  We  have  received  several  letters  from 
nurses,  pointing  out  that  the  heavy  duty  really 
means  that  money  is  raised  "  at  the  e.\pense  of 
poor  sufferers  whose  last  hours  are  soothed  by 
the  use  of  morphia." 

I  do  not  quite  understand  the  latter  por- 
t:on  of  the  p^iragraph.  but  apparently 
chemists  are  charging  for  morphia  more 
than  they  charged  formerly,  and  mislead- 
ing customers  by  stating  that  the  increase 
In  price  is  due  to  tihe  Tariff,  whereas 
morphia,  for  medical  purposes,  can  be  im- 
ported dutv  free.  Will  the  Minister  as- 
certain the  facts,  and  give  effect  to  the 
highest  principles  of  the  protective  system 
which  he  upholds? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.  —  If  the 
honorable  member  cannot  ^undersKind  the 
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paragraph,  I  can  hardly  be  expected  to  -do 
so.  Morphia  is  dutiable  as  opium,  but 
opium,  imported  for  medical  purposes,  is 
not  dutiable.  I  shall  be  glad  to  look  into 
the  matter,  and  do  what  I  think  right. 

REVEXUE  RETURNS. 
Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Accordins  to 
the  State  return*  of  revenue  id-  the  month 
of  April,  just  published,  there  is  a  de- 
crease in  the  Cominon wealth  balance  paid 
to  Victoria  of  £47,547.  and  in  that  paid 
to  New  South  Wales  of  j£7T,797,  which, 
if  not  due  to  exceptional  circumstances, 
indicates  a  falling  off  in  returns  from 
CusttMns  and  Excise  duty  of  ;^2, 500,000 
a  year.  Has  the  Treasurer  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  circumstances  of  the  past 
month  were  exceptional,  or  does  he  regard 
the  figures  as  an  indication  that  there  will 
be  a  general  falling  off  such  as  he  fwe- 
told? 

Sir  WILLIAM  I.YNE.  —  I  cannot 
answer  the  honorable  member's  questicm 
definitely  now,  although  I  have  just  been 
speaking  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject.  I  am  iiot  sure  that  the 
occurrence  of  the  Easter  holidays  had  not 
an  effect  on  the  revenue.  However,  I 
shall  make  further  inquiries.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  figures  indicate  any  per- 
manent decrease,  though,  no  doubt,  the 
revenue  returns  are  not  likely  to  maintain 
the  present  standard.  I  shall  gi^-e  the 
honorable  member — perhaps  this  afternoon 
— a  detailed  and  crfScial  reply. 

Later. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— I  promised  the 
honorable  member  for  Flinders  that  when 
I  had  an  (^portunity  I  would  give  him  a 
further  reply  to  his  questioi.  I  have 
seen  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  who 
informs  me  that  the  Treasury  c^ials  think 
that  the  decrease  or  shortage  for  the  month 
is  on  account  of  the  slight  falling  off 
usual  in  the  winter  months.  Probably  the 
absence  of  rain  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country  may  have  sometfiing  to  do  with  it. 
They  think  also  that  another  cause  Is  that 
the  winter  goods  were  taken  out  before 
last  mcmth.  In  addition  to  that,  there  was 
a  large  withdrawal  of  certain  goods  when 
the  increases  were  requested  in  the  Senate, 
for  fear,  I  suppose,  of  those  increases 
being  agreed  to  by  this  House. 

Sir  John  'Forrest.  —  And  a  wt-ll- 
grounded  fear,  too. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Ver\-  likelv. 
[383] 


Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  am  obliged  to 
the  Treasurer  for  hi.s  courtesy.  .  I  should 
like  to  ask  when  the  quarterly  return  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year  is  likely  to  be  pub- 
lished ?  It  is  now  about  four  or  five 
weeks  overdue. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  informt-.! 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea.sury  that  the 
quarterly  return  is  printed,  and  will  be 
issued  immediately. 

Mr.  REID.— Has  the  Treasurer  con- 
sidered the  effect  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Senate's  requests  for  amendments  of  the 
Tariff  ?  If  so,  what  is  his  estimate 
of  the  effect — which  direction  will  it  take — 
up  or  down? 

Sir  WILLIAM  I-Y^'E.  —  I  stated  the 
other  day  when  I  was  introdudng  the 
Senate's  requests  that,  so  far  as  I  could 
judge,  the  effect  would  be  a  loss  of 
revenue  of  from  ^^150, 000  to  ;^2oo,ooo. 

Mr,  Joseph  Cook.  —  The  hoiorable 
member  said  ^(^300,000. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  think  I  said 
between  ^^200,000  and  j£s°o,ooo.  I  be- 
lieve ;^2oo,ooo  will  be  as  much  as  the 
loss  of  reA-enue  will  be,  perhaps  a  little 
less. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  tendency  is  not  to 
inraiease  but  to  reduce  the  revenue? 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Yes. 

FRANCO-BRITISH  EXHIBITION. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Have  ar- 
rangements been  made  for  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Commonwealth  at  the  Franco- 
British  Exhibition?  If  so,  who  has-been 
appointed  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  For  reasons  which 
are  known  to  the  House,  the  Common- 
wealth is  not  represented  by  exhibits.  Any 
representation  of  ours  there  may  be  will  be 
in  connexifxi  with  the  opening  ceremtmial, 
and  no  appointment  has  yet  been  made. 

TARIFF. 
Duty  on  Absorbent  Cotton. 
Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  wish  to  ask  th-.- 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  a  ques- 
tion, an  .Tnswer  to  which  I  have  alreadv 
received  from  one  of  his  (rfRcers.  As  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  a  business  firm 
in  Sydney  asking  me  to  put  the  question, 
I  am  sure  that  the  honorable  gentleman, 
with  his  usual  courtesy,  will  not  refuse  an 
answer.  I  wish  to  know  whether  absorb- 
ent cotton  prepared  for  surgical  purposes 
is  to  be  admitted  free  ofrdutvvZ^f  .-seems 
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that  there  is  some  diSiculty  on  the  subject 
with  the  Customs  c^cials  in  Sydney,  and 
t  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  the  Min- 
ister would  give  a  reply  to  the  question 
now. 

Mr.  AUSTIN*  CHAPMAN.— If  the 
honorable  memlier  will  give  me  all  the  par- 
ticulars I  shall  be  glad  to  look  into  the 
matter  at  once  and  see  that  the  proper 
thing  is  done. 

POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Late     Fee     I.etter-box     at  Svdnev 
Railway    .Station  —  Collection  of 
Mails  at  Adelaide. 
Mr.  HUME  COOK.— The  honorable 
member  for  Nepean  asked  a  question  the 
other  day  with  res^t  to  a  letter-box  and 
lamp  at  the  Sydney  railway  statirai,  and  I 
submit  the  following  infcvmation,  received 
from  the  Deputy  PostmastCT-General,  Syd- 
ney, in  reply  to  the  honorable  member's 
question — 

1.  A  kerosene  lamp  is  at  present  used  in  the 
late  fee  letter  room  at  Sydney  Railway  Station, 
pending  the  provision  of  a  t^as  installation  now 
being  arranged  for  by  ibe  Railway  authorities. 

2.  A  red  letter-box,  containing  a  clear  ncticc 
that  only  ordinary  correspondence  is  to  be 
[KJSted  therein  adjoins  the  late  fee  box.  Late 
fee  letters  are  sometimes  wrongly  placed  there- 
in, but  as  the  box  is  invariaBly  cleared  before 
final  departure  of  mail  trains  no  delay  has 
resulted. 

3-  In  order  to  avoid  any  public  misapprehen- 
sions steps  are  now  being  taken  lo  remove  the 
ordinary  box  lo  a  -  position  26  feet  distant  on 
th-  western  side  of  (he  entrance  to  No.  2  plat- 
form. 

Mr.  B.\TCHELOR.— I  wish  to  ask  a 
<]uestion  of  the  Minister  representing  the 
Postmaster-General.  Some  time  ago  a 
request  was  made  for  full  reports  as  to 
the  coUection  of  mails  by  motors  in  Ade- 
laide. I  wish  to  ask  whether  the  reports 
have  yet  been  received,  and,  if  so,  whether 
the  crfficers  of  the  Department  have  nn*- 
knowledge  of  whst  is  commonly  reported 
in  Adelaide  as  a  fact,  that  the  mails  are 
sometimes  collected  by  the  men  emploved 
by  the  contractor  for  the  supply  of  the 
motor  cars,  unacccmipsnied  by  any  officer 
of  the  Department? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— I  believe  that  a 
report  on  the  subject  has  been  preparc<i 
for  the  information  of  the  Department.  I 
shall  find  out  whether  it  can  be  made 
available.  With  reference  to  the  second 
part  of  the  hcfflorable  member's  question. 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  truth  or  other- 
wise of  the  statement  made,  but  I  shall 
make  inquiries. 


NATIONALIZATION  OF  TOBACCO 
INDUSTRY. 
Mr.  FRAZER.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  a  paragraph  appearing  in 
the  Herald  of  yesterday  evening  dealing 
with  a  report  by  Mr.  Paul  le  Maistre,  the 
French  Consul?  In  the  report  the  state- 
ment is  niade  with  reference  to  France 
that,  in  1907 — 

The  State  sold  manufactured  tobacco  to  the 
value  of  £ig,73,S,xSy  and  realiied  a  profit  of 
;^i5,o8o,ooo,  a  trifle  more  in  1906.  The  smoking 
of  cigarettes  in  France  appeared  to  have  pro- 
digiously increased.  In  1872  the  value  of  the 
cigarettes  consumed  was  ^^40,000.  Id  1882  the 
value  was  j£68o,ooo,  at  which  level  it  remained 
station^iry  for  several  years,  but  reached  to 
;f2,88o,ooo  in  1907.  The  general  profit  accruing 
to  the  Government  through  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  tobacco  in  France  is  gx  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  the  sales. 

In  view  of  the  statements  appearing  in 
this  report,  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister  whether  he  does  not  think  that 
the  experience  of  France  in  connexion  with 
the  nationalizatioi  of  the  tobacco  industry 
is  sufficiently  encousaging  to  warrant  the 
adoption  of  a  similar  polk:y  in  Australia? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  question  raised  by 
the  honorable  member  is  properly  one  of 
policy,  and  will  require  great  considera- 
tiwi.  The  only  fact  which,  I  can  add  to 
the  statements  already  quoted  is  that  by 
late  French  newspapers  1  see  that  a  deter- 
mined effort  is  being  made  to  put  down  the 
cigarette  smoking  which  is  being  indulged 
in  to  such  an  excessive  extent  in  France. 

Mr.  Frazer. — That  involves  only 
;^2, 000,000  of  the  ;^i7,ooo,ooo  refeixed 
to. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  is  as  the  honor- 
able member  has  jwinted  out.  As  to  an- 
other aspect  of  the  question  rajsed  by  the 
honorable  member,  it  could  be  better  dealt 
with  by  those  who  are  more  familiar  with 
the  use  of  tobacco. 

SIZE  OF  GRAIN  BAGS. 
Mx.  GLYNN.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter of  Trade  and  Customs  whether 
the  proclamation  issued  in  relation  to 
the  size  of  corn  sacks,  which  is  to  come 
into  force  on  the  15th  of  next  month, 
has  been  issued  under  the  Customs 
Act,  and,  if  so,  wheJier  in  respect  10 
it  reliance  is  placed  on  paragraph  g  of 
section  52  of  the  Act  wily,  or  whether 
there  are  any  other  sectitms  on  which  the 
Minister  relies  for  his  authoritv  to  issue 
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Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  pro- 
clamati<»i  was  issued  under  the  Customs 
Act,  and  I  was  assured  that  we  had  every 
power  to  issue  it-  I  believe  now  that  our 
power  is  questioned.  No  exception  is 
taken  to  the  proposed  leducticm  in  the  size 
o^  the  bags.  We  were  assured  by  the  Crown 
Law  officers  that  we  should  be  absolutely 
right  in  the  course  proposed,  and  the  matter 
was  ccHisidered  closely  before  we  issued  the 
proclamation.  If  the  honorable  member 
desires  to  be,  supplied  with  detailed  par- 
ticulars, I  shall  be  very  glad  to  supply  him 
with  them. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— Seeing  that  there  is 
&cme  doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  this  pro- 
clamation relating  to  corn  sacks,  will  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs  be  good 
enough  to  inform  us  on  whose  advice  he 
issued  it? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— On  the 
advice  of  the  law  officers.  I  have  no 
doubt  as  to  the  legality  of  the  proclama- 
tion, though  evidently  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has. 

ADVERTISING  AUSTRALIA. 
Purchase  of  *'  Lone  Hand  "  Asticle. 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  a  question 
with  reference  to  the  papers  connected  with 
the  purchase  of  the  Lone  Hand  article, 
which  were  laid  oi  the  table  yesterday- 
He  will  forgive  me  for  doing  so,  because 
the  details  there  pven  are  really  fragmen- 
tary'. I  wish  to  know  whether  the  article, 
xvas  circulated  in.  England  in  the  Lone 
Hand  magazine,  or  as  a  separate 
pamphlet  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  question  is  a 
proper  one,  and  I  am  glad  that  it  has  been 
asked,  because  yesterday  I  omitted  to  nien- 
tion  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  the 
transaction.  The  Government  obtained  the 
free  publicatim  of  the  article  in  the  50,000 
copies  of  the  fiist  issue  of  the  Lone  Hand, 
which  were  sent  to  every  newspaper  in  the 
L'nited  Kingdom,  and  to  every  leading 
newspaper  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
Those  copies  were  in  addition  to  the  io,ooo 
copies  of  the  article  purchased  and  circu- 
lated by  us  throughout  the  United  King- 
dcMn  as  a  separate  pamphlet. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Is  the  Mr.  Fox  who 
received  jQio  a  page  for  the  Lone  Hand 
article  the  gentleman  whp  represents  the 
Bulletin  in  the  pms  gallery  of  this 
House? 


Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  am  not  aware.  ■  No 
doubt  .the  Mr.  Fox  alluded  to  is  the  Mr. 
Fox  associated  with  the  Bulletin,  though 
our  payment  was  made,  not  to  him,  but  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  Lone  Hand  maga- 
zine. 

Later — 

Mr.  KELLY. — 1  do  not  wish  to  weary 
the  Prime  Minister  with  questions  about 
the  copies  of  the  Lone  Hand  procured  for 
advertising  purposes,  but  the  honorable 
gentleman  will  admit  that  the  informatiwi 
given  is  so  fragmentary  that  it  is  really 
necessary  that  we  should  endeavour  to  get 
a  little  more.  In  explanation  of  my  ques- 
tion, I  should  like  to  say  that  the  arrange- 
ment to  take  the  copies  of  the  Lone  Hand 
was  entered  into,  as  tl>e  papers  show,  a 
considerable  time  before  the  first  issue  of 
that  magazine. 

Mr.  Deakin. — I  think  it  was  issued 
within  a  mcHith  of  the  date  of  the  letter 
of  ours.    Of  course,  I  was  awav  after  that. 

Mr.  KELLY. — So  far  as  \  can  judge 
from  the  papers,  and,  of  course,  I  do  not 
wish  to  do  any  injustice  in  the  matter,  it 
was  issued  some  time  after  the  arrange- 
ment Avas  entered  into,  and  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  able  to 
say  what  advertisements  the  proprietors  of 
the  magazine  were  able  to  secure  on  the 
strength  of  the  Government  undertaking 
to  purchase  10,000  copies  of  it? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Of  course,  I  have  not 
the  least  knowledge  on  that  point.  The 
letter  to  which  I  have  referred  is  dated 
I  St  March.  At  that  date,  my  honorable 
colleague  the  Treasurer  had  already  left 
for  the  Old  Country,  and  I  left  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  on  the  4th  or  5th  of 
March.  Though  I  am  not  sure  on  the 
point,  I  understand  that  the  first  number 
of  the  magazine  was  published  immediately 
after  that  time,  and  I  doubt  whether  the 
proprietors  would  have  neglected  to  make 
arrangements  for  advertisements  for  the 
magazine  until  a  date  so  close  to  the  day 
of  publication. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— With  further  refer- 
ence to  the  Lone  Hand  matter,  I  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  able  to 
inform  the  House  when,  how,  and  where 
the  10.000  copies  which  have  been  re- 
ferred to  were  delivered  ?  I  should 
like  to  know  also  whether  any  steps  were 
taken  to  ascertain  if  other  prominent  Aus- 
tralian pressmen  were  prepared  to  con- 
tribute articles  at  the  same  figure  ex  less 
than  the  sum  paid  for  the  article  to  which 
reference  has  a|^^^^  ^bQ^deg, 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — Why  did  the>-  not  give 
the  War  Cry  a  chance? 

Mr.  SPEAKER— I  have  had  occasion 
two  or  three  times  before  to  remark  upon 
the  comments  made  across  the  chamber 
during  the  asking  or  answering  of  ques- 
tions. I  presume  that  no  honorable  mem- 
ber would  ask  a  question  without  a  sincere 
desire  to  obtain  the  information  he  seeks. 
It  is,  therefore,  most  improper  that  his 
attempt  to  obtain  information  should  be 
blocked  or  interrupted  by  comments.  I 
must  again  ask  that  when  questions  are 
being  put,  and  the  answers  to  them  are 
being  given,  there  shall  be  such  silence  in 
the  ■  chamber  as  will  enable  honorable 
members  generally  to  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  nature  of  the  question  and  of  the 
answer  to  it. 

Mr.  DEAKIX. — I  saw  a  letter  from 
our  officer  in  London,  Captain  Collins, 
describing  the  distribution  of  the  first 
6,000  copies  of  the  Lone  Hand  that 
arrived,  and  suppose  the  same  course  was 
adopted  in  dealing  with  the  remaining  4,000 
copies.  Possibly  a  certain  number  of  copies 
were  sent  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
where  a  very  energetic  British  Consul  in 
Chicago  is  good  enough  to  act  for  usu  I 
think  that  practically  the  whole  issue  was 
absorbed  by  reading-rocms  -and  other 
public  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  I  made  no  inquiry  as 
to  the  contributicm;  of  articles  by  other 
literary  persons.  An  intimatiwi  was  simply 
made  to  me  that  there  would  be  a  circula- 
tion of  50,000  copies  of  the  article  which 
has  been  referred  to,  and,  of  course,  we 
only  paid  for  the  copies  we  received. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook.  —  Does  the  honor- 
able gentleman  think  it  a  fair  thing  

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  ask  a  <]uestion  on  the  subject 
later. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— All  the  distribution 
occurred  in  my  absence,  but  personally  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  was  one  of  the  best 
bargains  in  the  way  of  advertising  that 
was  ever  made — one  of  the  cheapest  pay- 
ments for  one  of  the  largest  returns. 

Mr.  KELLY.— The  Prime  Minister  in 
his  answer  to  the  question,  put  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Lang,  said  that  a 
number  of  the  copies  of  the  Lone  Hand 
arrived  in  London  at  a  certain  period,  and 
tiiat  other  copies  arrived  Tater.  Inasmuch 
as  ihvy  did  not  all  arrive  together  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  honorable  gciitlcm.in 
whether  he  Jiad  any  guarantee  that  the 


whole  of  the  10,000  copies  supplied  to  the 
Governnient  were  not  suppLed"  from  the. 
unsold  issue  of  the  magazine? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — The  only  reason  for 
any  doubt  I  have  as  to  the  details  is  that 
the  whole  distribution  was  cwnpleted  and 
carried  out  while  I  was  going  to  and  re- 
turning from  England.  As  I  have  said, 
I  remember  a  particular  letter  abcxit  the 
6,000  o^i^,  and  other  letters  relating  to 
the  remaining  copies;  and  am  perfectly 
certain  that  every  copy  printed  for  us  was 
revived,  and  every  one  distributed. 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  ask,  on  behalf  of 
the  Australian  press  and  Australian 
writers,  whether  the  Government  are  open 
tJ  act  with  similar  liberality,  paying  /"lo 
a  page,  to  other  leading  newspapers  in  the 
Commonwealth  ?  I  know  the  names  of  de- 
serving literary  men  who  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  do  such  work  at  the  price. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  £10  a  page,  as  I 
have  more  than  once  mentioned,  had 
nothing  to  do  with  us.  We  did  not  pay 
jQio  a  page,  but  we  paid  £120  for,  first 
of  all,  10,000  copies  of  this  illustrated 
article,  published  and  printed  separately 
and  circulated  by  us,  and,  next,  for  the 
advantage  of  having  the  same  article  in- 
cluded in  the  50,000  copies  of  the  maga- 
zine which,  being  copies  of  its  first  num- 
ber, were  circulated  to  practically  the 
whole  of  the  important  press  in  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking world.  We  also  received 
for  this  payment  the  plates  and  diagrams 
for  our  own  use  afterwards  in  ccmnexi(n> 
with  advertising  Australia.  For  £tto, 
therefore,  we  obtained  60,000  copies  of  the 
article,  together  with  the  plates  and  dia- 
grams ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  make  as  good 
a  bargain  with  any  one  else  who  offers. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  this  is  the  first 
time  that  a  bargain  of  this  character  has 
been  entered  into  by  the  CwnmMiwealth 
— whether  he  was  acting  under  preced«it, 
and  whether,  if  a  numl^  of  articles  were 
received  under  a  previous  arrangemmt  made 
by  a  previous  Govenmient,  he  can  infonn- 
honorable  members  of  the  name  of  the 
leader  of  that  Government?  I  should  fur- 
ther like  to  know  whether  the  number  of 
articles  received,  and  their  value  under  any 
previous  arrangement,  compare  at  all  with 
the  number  and  value  of  the  articles  now 
under  review. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Again  I  have  to  rely 
on  my  memory  as  to  the  fact  that  an 
arrangement  wa's  made  by  a  previous 
Government,  of  which  '^¥^M^(|'P^°^''^^® 
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member  for  East  Sydney  was  Prime  Min- 
ister, for  the  circulation  of  articles  in  the 
English  press.  I  believe  that  those 
arSles  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  £120. 

Mr.  Rkid.— -The  poor  man  worked  for 
a  year,  dxculated  the  articles,  and  paid 
the  postage,  for  jQioo, 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
right  honorable  member  for  East  Sydney, 
through  vou,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is 
a  fact  that  ;i^400  was  paid  by  the  previous 
Government  referred  to,  on  his  order  as 
Prime  Minister,  for  the.  writing  of  a  num- 
ber of  articles,  of  which  two  only  arrived 
at  the  ComnAinwealth  offices,  or  at  the  rate 
of  £,200  each? 

Mr.  R'EID.— I  have  much  pleasure  in 
4inswering  the  question.  The  arrangement 
then  made  was  of  a  different  character  from 
that  now  under  review. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE.— Of  course! 

Mr.  REID.—Mav  I  answer  the  ques- 
tion ?  The  arrangement  referred  to  by  the 
hoiior.ible  member  for  Laanecoorie  included 
a  whole  vear's  work  bv  Dne  of  the  leading 
Knglish  "airrespondents  in  Australia,  who 
contributed  articles  to  all  the  important 
newspapers  of  the  world.  Those  articles 
were  submitted  to  the  Government  before 
their  despatch,  and  the  Government  paid 
the  ix>stage  expenses,  fur  a  period  of  twelve 
months,  at.  the  rate  of  one  article  a  week. 
That  was  not  at  the  rate  of  £10  per  page, 
or  jt*i2o  for  twelve  pages. 

Mr.  KING  O'MAI.T.EY.— In  "i-iew  of 
the  example  set  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydnev,  when  Prime  Minis- 
ter, in  handing  over  the  preparation  of  these 
artii-'les  to  a  corresoondent  for  foreign 
newspapers,  while  there  are  some  of  the 
abU^st  writers  in  the  world  on  the  Austra- 
lian press,  I  desire  to  know  whether  the 
Prime  Minister  will  now  open  such  con- 
tributions to  competitioo  ? 

Mr,  DEAKIN.— The  whole  thing  has 
jilw.iys  Ijeen  open  to  OMniwtiticMi. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  heard  precious  little 
a!>out  this  business ! 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Honorable  members 
were  informed  of  the  transaction, 'totalling 
the  magnificont  sum  of  ^£120,  as  soon  as 
thev  displayed  the  slightest  interest  in  it. 
Owing  to  the  circulation  of  the  article,  I 
should  im:(gine  that  oractically  every  mem- 
Ijer  \v  a  s .  or  cou  I  d  ea  s  i  1  \  ha  ve  made 
himself,  acquainted  with  the  facts ;  and  I 
supposed  that  honorable  members  knew  all 
about  the  matter.  The  articles  were  not 
jiidden  away,  but  circulated  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  United  King- 


dom; and  English  press  notices  referred 
to  them  again  and  again.  Honorable 
members  have  only  to  refer  to  the  English 
newspapers  of  that  period,  to  refresh  their 
memory.  The  Government  have  always 
bwn  open  to  receive  fron  any  Australian 
journalists  offers  for  advertising  Australia 
which  appear  to  be  to  the  pecuniary  ad- 
vantage of  the  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  KELLY.— In  view  of  the  fact  that  ' 
the  Prime  Minister  is  now  inviting  similar 
contributions  fropa  all  sources  in  Australia, 
I  desire  to  know  whether  he  will  make 
scHne  arrangement  in  the  future  so  that  we 
may  not  have  the  undesirable  practice  of 
political  writers  for  newspapers  ccxning 
into  touch  first  of  all  with  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, whatever  Governm»it  may  be  in 
power,  or  whoever  the  writer  may  be.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  in  the  future 
there  could  be  instituted  some  impartial 
authority  to  receive  and  judge  applications 
of  this  kind? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  question  is  such 
a  IcMig  one  that  I  have  almost  forgotten  to 
what  the  first  part  related.  I  remember 
now  that  the  first  part  of  it  contained  an 
imputation.  If  there  are  any  copies  of  the- 
particular  article  left,  I  shall  take  care 
that  every  huiorable  member  is  supplied 
with  one,  when  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  no  reference  in  it,  direct  at  ini^rect,  of 
any  political  character. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  did  not  say  there  was. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— That  was  the  implica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Not  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  article  is  an  ab- 
solutelv  fair  statement  of  the  productive 
p<»sibilities  of  Australia,  and  nothing 
else.  It  has  no  party  complexion  what- 
ever; and,  consequently,  there  is  no  ground 
for  suggesting  that  some  impartial  person 
is  required  to  consider  whether  future 
articles  are  or  are  not  in  the  interests 
of  the  Commonwealth.  No  impartial  per- 
son could  resist  the  evident^  of  that  article, 
or  could  deny  that  it  was  an  excellent 
business  bargain. 

Xrr.  KELLY.-^The  Prime  Minister  quite 
misunderstands  me.  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
up  any  more  time  on  this  subject  

Mr.'  SPEAKER.— Is  the  honorable 
member  asking  a  question  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— I  shall  ask  a  questiwi  at 
the  conclusion  of  my  explanation.  The 
Prime  Minister  quite  misunderstands  me. 
What  I  refer  to  is  Ae  undesirable  practice 
of  political  writ^|^^^@(3j^|^sonal 


10756        Immigration  of       [REPRESENTATIVES.]       Russian  Jews. 


touch  with  Ministers,  when,  those  writers 
are  going  to  receive  some  personal  benefit 
out  of  the  transaction.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  practice  is  more  than  undesirable. 

Mr.  King  O'Malley. — The  honorable 
member  is  making  an  un-Christian  insinua- 
tion. 

Mj.  KELLY. — There  is  no  insinuation ; 
I  am  merely  asking  whether  that  practice 
can  be  avoided  in  the  future. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— There  are  few  Aus- 
tralian writers  of  eminence  who  are  not 
political  writers ;  and  those  honorable  mem- 
bers who  know  the  ccwnments  continually 
made  on  myself,  I  shall  not  say  by  the 
writer  of  this  article,  because  I  cannot  dis- 
tinguish him  from  others,  but  by  the 
publications  with  which  he  is  associated, 
wilt  realize  that  I  had  no  personal  interest 
to  serve. 

KALGOORLIE  TO  PORT  AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— I  desire  to  ask 
the  Minister  representing  the  Minister  of 
Home  Affairs  what  is  the  present  position 
of  the  survey  of  the  rooite  of  the  proposed 
railway  from  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta. 
This  is  the  ist  of  May,  and  we  are  now 
approaching  the  best  season  of  the  year 
for  carrying  out  the  work.  I  desire  to 
urge  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of 
taking  every  step  possible  to  push  on  with 
the  work  during  the  cool  season. 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— For  some  little 
time  negotiations  had  to  take  place  to  get 
the  co-operation  of  both  States  Govern- 
pients  coicerned.  That  has  now  beat  ob- 
tained. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Is  the  work  lo  be 

begun  ? 

Mr.  HUME.  COOK.— Yes. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — When? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.— Almost  at  once. 
The  negotiations  are,  I  think,  wholly 
cranpleted,  and  1  should  say  that  the  work 
will  be  begun  immediately. 

IMMIGRATION  OF  RUSSIAN  JEWS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  asked  the 
Prime  Minister,  upon  notice — 

I.  With  reference  to  questioos  asked  upin 
notice  on  9th  April,  relating  to  immigration  and 
payments  made  to  Dr.  Arthur,  M.L.A.,  in  con- 
nexion therewith,  has  his  attention  been  directed 
to  references  to  this  subject  in  The  Australian. 
Star  (Sydney)  of  the  23rd  April,  in  which  ex- 
tracts from  correspondence  are  given  showing 
that  Dr.  Arthur  was  trying  to  promote  an  ex- 
tensive immigration  scheme  of  Russian  Jews 
whom  the  correspondence  indicates  Canada  will 


not  receive,'  and  whicli  a  contributor  describes 
as  a  scheme  "  to  turn  this  essentially  British 
community  into  the  dumping-ground  of  the 
scum  and  riff*raff  of  Europe,  and  to  endange? 
the  very  existence  of  Australia  as  a  nation  ?  " 

2.  In  view  of  the  subsidies  already  paid  to 
Dr.  Arthur  in  furtherance  of  his  immigration 
schemes,  and  in  view  of.  his  (the  Prime  Minis- 
ter's) statement  in  reply  to  previous  questioos 
that  "it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  no 
person  is  ineligible  as  an  immigrant  because  he 
IS  a  Russian  or  a  Tew  (or  both),"  is  it  proposed 
to  continue  the  efforts  to  promote  tmmigratiOD 
of  this  class  and  character? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Ftotu  a  general  ac- 
quaintance with  the  proposal  referred  to» 
I  may  say  that  the  scheme  will  be  dependent 
on  the  obtaining  of  concessions  of  land  from 
the  States.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  except 
in  the  case  of  South  Australia,  some  con- 
siderable time  ago,  no  one  ever  got 
so  fax  as  the  making  of  anvthing  like  a 
proposal  to  any  State.  In  regard  to  the 
second  question,  it  has  bewi  already  pointed 
out  that  it  is  not  intended  after  this  year 
to  make  further  grants  to  the  Immigration 
Leagues. 

EXPORT  ENTRIES. 
Mr.  SALMON  (for  Mr.  Crouch)  asked 
the  Minister  of  Trade  and  CustcHns,  upon 

notice — 

1.  WTiether  at  present  a  shipper  of  goods 
upon  a  through  bill  of  lading  from  Geelong 
is  compelled  to  make  an  export  entry  in  Mel- 
bourne, necessitating  the  employment  by  non- 
Melbourne  firms  of  Melbottme  agents  for  this 
purpose  ? 

2.  If  so,  will  he  arrange  that  this  disadvant- 
age to  Australian  export  trade  be  in  future 
remedied  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  an- 
swers to  the  honorable  member's  questions 
are  as  follow — 

I  and  a.  If  the  goods  are  shipped  at  any  port 
on  board  a  vessel  which  clears  at  such  port 
the  law  requires  that  the  export  entry  must  be 
made  out  for  such  port.  Any  otner  course 
would  lead  to  inextricable  confusion  and  to 
complication  of  statistics. 

PRESIDENT  ROOSEVELT. 
Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  asked  the  Prime 
Minister,  upon  notice — 

In  prospect  of  the  statement  given  out  by 
President  Roosevelt  to  an  American  interviewer 
that,  on  the  expiration  of  bts  term  of  office, 
he  intended  journeying  to  Africa  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hunting  big  game,  and  alsa  visitine 
New  Zealand  to  study  modern  industriu 
economic  methods,  will  the  Prime  Minister,  00 
behalf  of  the  Australian  nation,  extend  an  in- 
vitation to  that  great  man  to  visit  the  Australian 
Continent  cind  be  the  guest  of  the  Coniiuon- 
weatth  while  here,  assuring  ^im  thut  we  can 
furnish  a  kangaroo^^j(5j^^^(^Qogle 
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Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  think  no  man  would 
receive  a  warmer  reception  in  Australia 
than  Mr.  Roosevelt,  should  he  do  us  the 
favour  of  paying  a  visit  here.  But  in  re- 
ference to  the  suggestion  for  his  entertain- 
ment, I  trust  that  the  honorable  member 
will  not  mislead  his  distinguislied  country- 
man by  suggesting  to  him  that  the  kangaroo 
is  dealt  with  in  the  fashion  whidi  I  under- 
stand is  obsmred  by  the  hunters  of  smaller 
game — ^bv  putting  a  pinch  of  salt  on  his 
tail. 

WAVERLEY  POSTAL  DISTRICT. 
Motion  (by  Mr.  Kelly)  proposed — 

That  a  return  be  laid  upon  the  tabic  of  the 
Huuse  showing — 

{1}  The  number  of  letter  carriers  in  the 
Waverlcy  postal  district  on  the  ist 
March,  1901. 
(2]  The  estimated  population  of  the  Waver- 
ley  postal  district  on  the  ist  Marcli. 
1901. 

<3)  The   number  of    letter   carriers    in  the 

Waverlcy  postal  district  on   the  ist 

January,  1908. 
(4)  The   estimated   population,   on   the  ist 

January,  1908,  ot  the  pottal  district 

of  Waver  ley. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Order  !  It  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  place  any  matter  before 
the  House  while  conversations  are  taking 
place  in  every  part  of  the  chamber— con- 
versations carried  on  in  such  loud  tones 
that  I,  in  this  Chair,  can  frequently  hear 
the  whole  of  the  remarks  that  are  being 
made. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

/«  Commiiiee  (Consideration  of  Senate's 
requests  resumed  from  30th  April,  vide 
page  10,750): 

Requested  amendments  in  item  181  (Iron 
pipes)  and  in  item  183  (Iron  and  steel 
tubes,  &c.)  made. 

Item  186.  Wire  Netting,  ad  val.  (General ' 
TarifT),  30  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  nth 
October,  1907,  10  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom), 
25  per  cent.,  and  on  and  after  nth  October, 
1907,  5  per  cent. 

Request.^l/Lake  the  item  free. 

Motion  (by  Mr.  Austin  Chapman)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [11. 9].— In  this 
question  of  wire  netting  many  honorable 
members  representing  agricultural  and  pas- 
toral .  constituencies  are  particularly  in- 
terested, as  are  other  honorable  members 
representing  other  interests  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.     I  hope  that  the  Minister 


will  reconsider  his  determination  to  oppcwe 
the  request.  The  arguments  adduced  in 
this  chamber  previously  should  have  ap- 
pealed to  every  honorable  member  who  de- 
sires to  see  a  fair  thing  done  in  the  in- 
terests both  of  the  manufacturers  and  of 
those  who  have  to  use  the  article.  It  was 
shown  that  a  duty  upon  wire  netting  would 
impose  immense  disabilities  upon  settlers 
throughout  Australia,  and  would  seriously 
handicap  them  in  their  laudable  CTterprise 
of  opening  up  the  interior — a  work  in  which 
we  hope  that  they  will  succeed.  That 
work  is  of  immwise  value  not  only  to  them- 
selves personally,  but  to  the  Commonwealth 
as  a  whole.  The  Committee  would  do 
well  to  view  the  matter  from  that  stand-  , 
point.  We  should  consider  the  advantages 
that  will  accrue  to  Australia  as  a  whole 
from  giving  to  settlers  in  .  the  rural  dis- 
tricts every  facility  to  obtain  the  materTals 
necessary  for  their  enterprise  at  as  low  a 
rate  as  possible.  That  can  be  done  in 
this  case,  as  was  sljown  previously,  without 
injuring  in  any  way  those  enga^id  in  the 
manufacture  of  wire  netting  in  Australia. 
The  netting  is  made  chiefly  from  imported 
wire,  and  the  industry  is  only  a  matter  of 
twisting  the  wire  together.  That  involves 
a  very  small  amount  of  skilled  labour. 
The  amount  of  adult  labour  employed  is 
infinitesimal,  and  the  industry  at  best  is 
onlv  a  bov  industry. 

Mr.  WiLK-s. — There  are  about  400  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  one  firm,  any- 
how. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Mostly  boys. 
Mr.  WiLKS. — No. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  quoted  the  figures 
to  the  Committee  when  the  item  was  under 
consideration  previously.  Unless  the 
Government  is  in  possession  of  some  infor- 
mation which  will  show  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  duty,  the  industry  will  suffer 
very  much — and  I  think  he  will  have  some 
difficulty  in  showing  that  in  ccmnexion  with 
an  industry  which,  working  at  high  pres- 
sure, cannot  cope  with  more  than  a  small 
proportion  of  the  demand  —  I  think 
that  we  ought  to  accede  to  the  Senate's 
request,  especially  as  the  cost  of  importa- 
tion and  other  charges  in  themselves  consti- 
tute a  very  high  margin  of  protection. 
.There  a  natural  protection  afforded  to  the 
local  manufacturers,  not  only  in  the  cost 
of  importation,  but  also  in  the  better  price 
which  they  are  able  to  command  for  their 
manufacture. 

Mr.  WiLKS.— How  /Will  thfit  get  a 
better  price?     Digitized  by*  -'^^'^^^  » 


10758 


Custo.n8        [RKPRESEXTATIVES.]       Tariff  BUI. 


Mr.  JOHXSOX.— Thev  da 
Mr.  VViLKS.— Whv? 
Mr.  JOHNSON.— Because  the  users 
like  the  locally-made  article  better  than 
'  the  imported  article.  The  former  rolls 
up,  I  understand,  into  a  smaller  space ;  it 
is  packed  more  conveniently  foe  transport, 
and  generally  it  is  found  more  advantage- 
ous for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used. 
Hitherto  the  trouble  has  been  that  the 
settlers  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  suffi- 
cient quantity,  because  the  local  manufac- 
turers were  not  able  to  supply  the  demand. 
The  reason  why  there  has  t^en  such  a  large 
consumption  of  the  imported  wire  netting 
has  been  simply  because  the  local  manu- 
facturers, Uiough  working  all  their  ma- 
chines to  their  utmost  capacity,  have  been 
unable  to  supply  the  requirements.  The 
consequence  has  been  that,  even  £.gainst 
their  own  inclination,  many  perscxis  who 
use  wire  netting  in  large  quantities  have  been 
obliged  to  secure  the  imported  article  in 
order  to  avoid  the  delays  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  enforced  upon  them.  I 
hope  that  the  Minister  will  not  persist  in 
his  objection  .to  the  Senate's  request,  and 
that  even  if  he  should  it  will  be  carried. 

Mr.  POYXTON  (Grey)  [11.14].  —  I 
also  ask  the  Government  to  agree  to  the 
request.  As  it  stands  now,  this  is  purely 
a  revenue-producing  item. 

Mr.  HuuB  Cook. — Previously  the  hcm- 
orable  member  supported  the  imposition 
of  duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  POYNTOX.— After  I  had  failed 
to  get  the  item  made  free  I  did.  In  1906 
the  users  of  wire  netting  were  taxed  to  the 
amount  of  j£40,ooo.  To  start  with,  it  is 
.  a  penalty  to  a  producer  to  be  obliged  to 
use  wire  netting.  It  is  equivalent  to  an 
additiMial  rent  of  from  2d.  to  3d.  per 
acre.  It  often  happens  that  large  areas 
of  unoccupied  -  Govenunent  lands  £re 
breeding  grounds  for  vermin,  and  so  the 
unfortunate  settler  has  to  bear  an  addi- 
tional burden.  Wire  netting  is  not  neces- 
sary for  the  ordinary  keeping  of  stock.  It 
is  used  onlv  because  of  the  presence  of 
vermin.  Why  should  the  producers  be 
called  upon  to  suffer- an  additional  penalty? 
In  view  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
fanners  have  to  contend,  there  is  not  a 
scintilla  of  justification  for  maiptaining 
revenue  duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent.  In 
South  Australia,  there  are  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  acres  where  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  grow  a  crop  without  the  use 
_  of  wire  netting.  One  might  as  well  throw 
"-he  seed  whest  into  the  sea  as  attempt  to 


son-  it  there,  without  this  safeguard  against 
the  raids  of  vermin.  By  the  use  of  vermin- 
proof  fences — wire  netting  with  a  barbed 
wire  on  top — ^tbe  wbde  of  the  western  por- 
tion and  a  gce^t  deal  of  the  northern  pw- 
tion  of  the  State  have  been  brought  into 
profitaUe  use.  Previously,  owing  to  the 
ravages  of  dogs,  if  was  impossible  to  raise 
lambs.  The  partition  of  the  State — 
chiefly  the  northern  portion — into  vermin 
districts,  with  d(^-proof  fences,  has  been 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  settlers. 
Where  at  one  time  they  could  not  get 
prncticnllv  any  lambs,  under  the  new 
method  they  can  get  from  80  to  100  per 
cent.  Wire  netting  is  not  used  in 
centres  of  population.  The  duty  is 
practically  a  class  tax,  because  wire'  net- 
ting is  only  used  by  those  who  suffer  from 
the  inroads  of  wrmin.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Committee  will  agree  to  tax  the  pro- 
ducers on  their  wire  netting  to  the  extent 
of  ;^40.ooo  a  year.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Minister's  attitude  is. 

Mr.  Johnson. — His  attitude  is  hostile. 
Mr.  POYXTOX.— I  think  that  the  Min- 
ister ought  to  have  Ki\'en  some  reason  fi>r 
asking  the  Committee  to  disagree  with  the 
Senate's  request.  I  may  mention  that  the 
duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent,  were  onlv  car- 
ried here  as  the  result  of  a  division  of 
opinion  amongst  honorable  members.  I  re- 
gret that  the  honorable  member  for  Riverin» 
is  not  in  his  place  to-day.  It  will  he  le- 
meml)ered  that,  in  consequence  of  the  way 
in  which  the  question  had  to  be  put.  he 
was  obliged  to  vote  against  a  pnaposition  • 
which  he  wanted  to  support. 

Mr.  Wise. — He  wanted  a  higher  6ut\\ 
Mr.  POYXTOX.— He  did  not. 
Mr.  Wise. — He   withdrew   a  profyMal 
in  order  that  the  amendment  of  the  Minis^ 
ter  might  be  put. 

^  Sit.  POYXTOX.— What  is  the  good  of 
the  honorable  member  makirlg  that  state- 
ment when  I  find  on  the  business-paper  ttv 
dav  the  following  motion  in  the  name  of 
the  honorable  member  for  Riverina?— 

1.  Thnt,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Home.  Ibe- 
proposed  duty  on  rabbit-pr^of  wire  netting 
should  be  deferred  for  a  period  of  two  vfar» 
from  dale. 

2.  That  up  to  that  period  a  bonus  of  las.  fid. 
per  ton  be  made  to  the  manufactuicr  witbta  tlw 
Commonwealth  upon  each  ton  of  rabbit-proof 
fencing  so  manufactured. 

He  wants  the  tax  to  fall  upon  the  whole 
community. 

Mr.  Reid. — That  is  a  much  faira-  thiia^ 
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'  Mr.  POYXTOX.— When  the  proposal 
of  the  Treasurer  was  first  submitted  to  the 
Committee  it  represented  a  direct  tax  of 
^140,000  upon  the  most  unfortunate  class 
■of  our  producers.  In  those  areas  where 
the  vermin  are  not  'troublescMne,  the  land- 
holders are  not  subjected  to  this  penalty, 
because  no  man  would  incur  the  expendi- 
ture of  wire-netting  his  holding  unless  he 
^vere  obliged  to  do  so.  I  should  like  to 
hear  the  reasons  which  have  prompted  the 
On'ernment  to  insist  up<xi  the  collection 
of  a  purel  y  revenue  duty ,  aggregating 
about  ^40,000  per  annum,  from  a  class 
of  the  community  who  receive  no  beneftt 
whatever  from  the  operation  of  a  protec- 
tive Tariff. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Echuca)  [11.23].— This 
is  one  of  the  commodities  which  we  must 
regard  frcwn  the  point  of  view  of  our  far- 
mers and  producers.  I  look  at  the  ques- 
tion from  exactly  the  same  stand-point  that 
I  viewed  rock  drills  yesterday. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — When  the  duty  upon 
Tock  drills  was  previously  before  the  CcKn- 
mittee,  the  honorable  member  voted  with 
the  Government. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  do  not  care  how  I 
v'oted  up(Hi  a  previfflis  oocasitxi.'  I  voted 
to  obtain  the  lowest  possible  duty.  Hav- 
ing ascertained  what  duty  the  majcxity 
of  the  House  supported,  1  agreed  to 
it  rather  than  waste  the  time  of  the 
Commdttee  in  striving  to  obtain  some- 
thing which  it  was  impossible  to  get.  The 
Senate,  having  requested  that  wire  netting 
should  be  placed  upon  the  free  list,  there 
is  an  additional  reason  why  we  should  sup- 
port the  adoption  of  that  course.  It  is  an 
unsound  policy  to  tax  commodities  which 
affect  the  existence  of  thousands  of  men  in 
the  interests  of  those  who  can  be  numbered 
only  by  the  hundred.  It  has  been  ufged 
that  the  existing  duty  upon  wire  netting  is 
a  revenue  tax.  It  is  true  that  it  produces 
a  revenue  of  about  ^30,000  annually. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — More  than  that.  It 
Yields  about  ;^40,ooo. 

Mr.  PALMER.— Between  ;£30,ooo  and 
;^40,ooo.  The  questicMi  now  arises : 
*'  Are  we  going  to  continue  to  tax  our  land- 
holders during  a  season  such  as  the  pre- 
sent— wlien  drought  conditi(xis  are  being 
experienced  over  many  portions  of  the 
continent — in  their  efforts  to  prevent  the 
destruction  wrought  by  the  rabbits,  with 
whose  depredations  the  erection  of  wire- 
netted  fences  is  particularly  designed  to 
5x>pe?"    Thwe  who  have  had  anything  to 


do  with  the  development  of  the  interior 
know  that  as  soon  as  food  becc»nes  scarce 
the  rabbits  not  only  destroy  the  natural 
herbage,  but  actually  "burrow  down  and 
destroy  its  roots.  To  my  own  knowledge 
there  are  places  not  very  far  in  the  in- 
terior where,  during  the  drought  of  1902, 
the  rabbits  wrought  such  destruction  that 
many  years  must  elapse  before  the  country 
can  recover  its  stock-carrying  capacity. 
This  is  the  one  item  in  the  Tariff  in  respect 
of  which  consideraticm  fat  the  country  dis 
tricts  will  opK-ate  to  the  benefit  of  the 
workers  in  our  cities.  The  only  effective 
means  of  ceding  with  the  rabbit  pest  is  bv 
the  use  of  wire  netting.  Our  friends  in 
the  Labour  comer  may  exult  in  the  reflec- 
tion that  in  Victoria  the  manufacture  of 
wire  netting  is  being  developed  upon  purelv 
socialistic  lines.  It  is  being  produ«!d  in 
Pentridge. 

Mr.  Bamford. — That  is  private  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  PALMER.  —  The  wire  netting 
manufactured  at  Pentridge  is  of  such  a 
quality  that  nobody  can  afford  to  purchase 
it.  Its  cost,  I  believe,  is  about  £&  per 
mile  in  excess  of  that  manufactured  bv 
private  enterprise,  which  is  of  a  qualitv 
quite  good  enough  to  serve  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended  to  be  used.  I  shall 
support  placing  the  item  upon  the  free  list. 

Mr.  LIDDELL  (Hunter)  [11.29].— 
This  is  an  item  in  respect  of  which  we 
ought  carefully  to  consider  the  request  of 
the  other  Chamber.  We  know  very  well 
that  the  function  of  the  Senate  is  to  repre- 
sent the  States  as  a  whole,  and  not  parti- 
cular portions  of  each  State. 

Mr.  Wise.— That  is  a  different  storv 
from  the  one  which  the  hcmorable  member 
told  regarding  seme  other  items. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— At  the  present  mo- 
ment I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
any  item  save  that  of  wire  netting.  It 
appears  to  me  peculiarly  fitting  that  an- 
other branch  of  the  Legislature  should  take 
a  wider  view  of  this  matter  than  did  this 
Committee.  I  think  that  this  particular 
item  is  one  as  to  which,  we  can  safelv  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  another  'place. 
Honorable  members  should  consider  that 
this  duty  will  heavilv  penalize  the  small 
settlers — those  men  who  are  opening  up 
this  country  and  helping  to  build  the 
grand  Empire  to  which  we  belong.  We 
•should  surely  hesitate  before  doing  any- 
thing to  add  to  the  burdens  which  thev 
already  have  D^izeiwyikjOfagfeas  been 
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reprinted  that  the  large  land-holder  and 
thie  pastoralist  are  the  persons  w!k>  buy  wice 
netting.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  small  holder  also  is  compelled  to  use 
this  commodity.  His  interests  are  para- 
mount. In  order  to  prove  that  statement 
I  w-ill  quote  some  telling  figures.  In  New 
South  Wales,  out  of  72,000  holdings, 
7,000  are  under  5,000  acres  in  extent. 
That  fact  goes  to  show  that  the  majority 
of  the  holdings  in  that  State  are  those  of 
small  settlers  and  not  of  large  land- 
owners. 

Mr.  Hall. — The  majority  in  numbers, 
but  the  greatest  area  is  not  in  small  hold- 
ings, 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — The  honorable  mem- 
ber can  make  his  own  calculation  as  to  the 
area.  If  he  is  not  satisfied  with  those 
figures,  I  may  inform  him  that  out  ot 
72,000  holdings  in  New  South  Wales  no 
less  than  65,000  are  under  1,000  acres  in 
extent.  AH  these  holdings  must  be  netted 
owing  to  the  inroads  of  the  rabbits.  In 
Western  Australia,  a  fe^v  years  ago,  a  rab- 
bit was  never  seen.  To-day  you  cannot 
drive  on  the  plains  there  without  seeing 
quantities  of  rabbits  and  witnessing  their 
ravages.  In  South  Australia,  out  of 
20,000  holdings  19,000  are  under  5,000 
acres  in  extent.  It  is,  therefore,  upon 
the  small  settler  that  the  chief  burden  of 
thi&  tax  will  fall.  I  appeal  to  those  hon- 
orable members  who  sit  in  the  Ministerial 
comer,  and  who  call  themselves  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  workers,  to  cons'der  the 
man  who  lives  upon  the  land  rather  than 
the  man  who  works  in  the  city.  What 
comparison  is  there  between  the  interests 
of  400  workers,  who  it  is  satd  are  affected 
bv  this  duty,  and  the  thousands  of  people 
who  live  upon  the  lands  of  Australia,  and 
who  must  use  wire  netting?  So  unenter- 
prising is  the  firm  in  Sydney,  which  under- 
takes the  manufacture  of  this  article,  that 
it  is  unable  to  import  the  machinery  to 
run  iltfi  bu.siness  in  such  a  way  as  to  sup- 
ply more  than  half  the  quantity  of  wire 
netting  required  in  Australia.  It  can  sup- 
ply 500,000  tons  per  annum,  which,  as  T 
have  said,  is  only  half  the  quantitv  used 
in  this  country.  I  mnind  the  members  of 
the  LalKHir  Party  that  thev  especially 
appeal  to  the  verv  class  of  people  whom 
th<"v  are  now  endeavouring  to  tax.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  thev  make  their  appeal  to  the 
small  land-holder  as  a^.i^nst  the  snnatler? 
Do  thev  not  con-stantlv  sav  that  if  they 
were  enabled  to  imix>se  a  progressive  land 


tax,  small  holders  would  escape  scot  free? 
Yet  they  do  not  hesitate  to  vote  in  favoui 
of  a  tax  whidi  will  heavily  oppress  the 
small  holder  upon  whom  they  rely. 

Mr.  Hall. — Wire  netting  is  j£y  per  ton 
cheaper  to-dav  than  it  was  when  this  tax 
was  first  imposed, 

Mr.  LIDDELL. — Because  the  price  of 
wire  has  '  decreased.  That  is  due  to 
fluctuations  <In  the  markets  of  the  world, 
and  not  to  the  imposition  of  a  duty  by 
this  Parliament.  Honorable  members  who 
profess  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
small  settler,  ought  to  be  consistent,  and 
support  the  reasonable  request  of  the 
Senate  that  this  article  be  admitted  en- 
tirely free. 

Mr.  BAMFORD  (Herbert)  [11.36].— 
I  must  take  exception  to  some  remarks  of 
the  htmOTable  member  for  Hunter,  who 
has  condemned  wholesale  the  members  of 
what  he  rightly  designated  as  the  Labour 
Party.  There  are  members  of  that  party 
who  have  voted  more  consistently  in  the 
direction  of  free-trade  than  even  the  hon- 
orable member  himself  has  done.  I  point 
to  the  honorable  member  for  West  Sydney, 
for  instance.  Can  honorable  members 
opposite  challenge  any  of  his  votes? 

Mr.  WiLKs.— That  is  just  what  we  can 
do. 

Mr.  BAMFORD.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Echuca  has  spoken  about  oar 
socialistic  principles.  Does  he  forget  that 
the  Premier  of  Victoria,  who  is  anything 
but  a  Socialist,  has  established  the  wire- 
netting  industry  in  the  gaol  at  Pentridge? 
If  Mr.  Bent  could  see  any  opportunity  of 
condemning  socialistic  principles  he  would 
be  the  first  to  do  so;  and  yet  he  is  the 
man  who  has  taken  steps  to  have  thi» 
article  manufactured  by  the  dteapest 
labour  obtainable,  and  in  a  State  insti- 
tution ;  for  Heaven  knows .  there  is  no 
cheaper  labour  •'.n  the  world  than  prison 
labour.  I  wirfi  to  say  a  word  as  to  mv 
own  attitude  on  this  question.  I  spoke 
upon  wire  netting  when  the  matter  was 
last  before  the  Committee,  and  indicated 
that  I  intended  to  vote  for  the  highest 
duty  that  the  Government  asked  for.  I 
was  consistfflt  in  so  doing,  becagse  I  be- 
lieved, and  still  believe,  that  the  dutv 
proposed  would  be  protecti\-e,  and 
that  the  industry  is  one  that  might 
very  advantageously  be  established  in  the 
Commonwealth.  I  went  away  frwn  Par- 
liament* House  on  that  occa$icm  under  the  • 
impression  that  th^itSdEes^ftUBOGgfftm  at 
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statement  which  he  made  to  me  —  was 
going  to  make  a  detennined  stand  in  de- 
feix«  of  the  Government  proposal,  and 
would  fight  vigorously  for  the  imposition 
of  the  full  duties  proposed.  To  my  aston- 
ishment and  disgust,  I  learned  next  morn- 
ing that  the  hcnwable  member  had  con- 
sented to  the  duties  being  reduced  to  10 
per  cent,  and  5  per  cent.  I  was  no  party 
to  that  reduction,  and  would  be  no  party 
to  it.  When  I  arrived  at  the  House  next 
day,  I  taxed  the  Minister  with  having 
thrown  over  those  who  supported  the  pro- 
tectionist policy  of  the  Government,  and 
told  him  that  if  the  opportunity  offered  I 
should  rather  vote  for  the  item  to  be  placed 
on  the  free  list  than  for  the  retention  of 
these  duties  of  10  per  cent,  and  5  per 
cent.  I  intend  Jo  vote  to-day  for  the  Sen- 
ate's request,  believing  that  the  item 
should  be  free,  rather  than  that  it  should 
be  subject  to  mere  re^'enue  duties. 

Mr.  TIIXEY  BROWN  (Indi)  [11. 4.:]. 
— I  hope  that  the  Minister  will  recognise 
the  advisableness  of  accepting  the  Senate's 
request.  The  h<MK)rable  member  for  Hun- 
ter has  referred  to  the  number  of  smM 
holdings  in  his  electorate  which  must  be 
enclosed  with  wire  netting,  and  there  are 
thousands  of  farms  in  Victoria  in  the 
same  positicm.  Many  millicHis  of  tan»  of 
wire  netting  will  be  necessary  to  enclose 
agricultural  and  pastoral  holdings,  and 
having  regard  to  the  enormous  demand  and 
the  enlarged  market  now  open  to  them,  the 
manufacturers  of  wire  netting  in  Xew 
South  Wales,  who  commenced  operations 
under  a  free-trade  Tariff,  should  be  able 
without  difficulty  to  carry  on  operations. 
If  wire  netting  were  a  Tight  material,  that 
could  be  brought  out  in  tanks,  just  as 
many  gooils  are  impaled,  the  position 
would  be  different ;  but  the  cost  of  its  car- 
riage frmn  other  countries  is  in  itself 
equal  to  a  protective  duty.  I  know  that 
the  removal  of  the  duties  from  this  item  will 
involve  an  annual  loss  of  ;^3o,ooo,  hut  we 
must  remember  that  but  for  the  men  on  the 
land  we  should  have  no)  Melbourne  or 
Sydney.  When  at  Seymour  the  other  day, 
I  was  informed  by  the  license  of  the  rail- 
way refreshment  rooms  that  he  could  not 
ntitain  suflSdent  milk  to  supply  the  neeils 
of  passengers.    What  is  the  cause? 

Mr.  Wise. — Want  of  rain. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.  —  We  should 
not  have  felt  the  drought  so  severelv  but 
for  the  hordes  of  rabbits  that  hare  been 
allowed  to  overrun  the  land.    I  have  no 


desire  to  prolong  the  discussion.  There 
can  be  no  question  as  to  the  desirableness 
of  placing  wire  netting  on  the  free  list. 
Whilst  I  am  in  favour  of  reasonable  pro- 
tection, I  agree  with  the  honorable  meml«r 
who  said  the  other  day  that  "  there  is  pro- 
tection and  protection , "  and  that  we 
should  not  place  a  duty  on  this  item.  I 
have  made  a  personal  appeal  to  the  Minis- 
ter, and  I  reoognise  that,  having  regard 
to  the  loss  of  revenue  which  the  remo\al. 
of  these  duties  will  involve,  he  is  in  .7 
delicate  pwition,  more  especiallv  in  vie«- 
of  the  information  which  the  "hwiorable 
member  for  Flinders  has  given  us  as  to 
the  heavy  drain  upon  our  finances. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — If  we  give  up 
all  re\'enue  duties,  we  must  look  some- 
where else  for  our  revenue. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— I  am  willing 
to  run  fhe  risk  of  a  progressive  land  tax, 
such  as  our  friends  of  the  Labour  Party 
want;  but  I  do  not  think  that  a  loss  n'f 
;^^30,ooo  per  annum  will  make  or  bre;ik 
the  Cbmmonwealth.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
national  Parliament  to  show  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  labour  and  enterprise  of  ti  e 
people  engaged  in  working  the  soil,  not 
only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  cities  and 
towns,  but  in  the  far  interior  of  this  coun- 
try, by  agreeing  to  ihis  request. 

Mr.  SPEXCE  (Darling)  [11.45].— 
Honorable  members  will  agree  with  me 
that  there  must  have  been  some  reas(Hi  for 
the  absence  of  any  protest  on  the  part  of 
manufacturers  in  this  St^  against  th<* 
action  of  the  Premier  of  Victoria  in  start- 
ing wire-netting  works  in  the  Pentridgt- 
Stockade.  We  have  not  far  to  look  for 
it.  It  seems  to  me  that  business  peoplf. 
as  intelligent  men  anxious  to  invest  their 
capital  to  advantage,  have '  recognised  that 
tht  demand  for  wire  netting  is  not  likelv 
to.  be  continuous,  and  that  the  industry, 
therefore,  is  not  one  in  which  they  would 
care  to  embark.  I  am  satisfied  that  hacl 
some  more  enduring  industry  been  estab- 
lished in  the  Stockade  by  Mr.  Bent,  there 
wtiuld  have  been  a  wild  outcrv  against  his 
interference  with  private  enterprise.  If 
th-  wire-netting  industry  were  worth  build- 
ing up— if  it  had  a  future  before  it— the 
imposition  of  a  protective  duty  to  encouraj;. 
it  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  policv  of 
the  Government.  The  duties  now  imposed 
on  wire  netting,  howe\'er,  are  not  protei*- 
tivo.  hut  merely  revenue  producing,  and  it 
is  remarkable  that  a  jwotectionist  Go\'ern- 
ment  should  l)e  IM^pMe4(BfaiBK4t>t^^^^ 
The  argument  aBm^gl' >f  ^S?SISiorablc 
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mtmber  for  Grey  is  unanswerable.  The 
cutting  up  of  large  estates  in  good  agricul- 
tural country,  and  the  gradual  bringing 
about  of  closer  settlement,  will  reduce  the 
necessity  to  use,  and,  consequently,  the 
demand  for,  wire  netting.  But,  neverthe- 
less, there  is  a  very  large  area  which  must 
lie  enclosed  by  netting  to  keep  out  rabi^ts 
and  wild  dogs.  Our  aim  should  be  to  crive 
those  who  hold  land  in  such  areas  an  op- 
]tortunity  to  procure  wire  netting  as  chearly 
;is  possible.  This  industry  should  be 
separated  from  others  that  we  desire  to 
build  up  in  Australia,  since  it  is  not  likeh 
to  be  enduring.  The  demand  for  wire 
netting  is  likely  to  decrease  as  our  agricul- 
tural areas  are  more  closely  settled.  Frcm 
the  ipoint  of  view  of  the  protectionist, 
tl^se  duties  are  absurd.  Thev  will 
aDford  no  protecticm  to  the  industry*, 
and  I  think  that  the  Minister  should 
\ii  prepared  to  accept  the  request. 
I  am  on  principle  opposed  to  revenue 
duties,  and  do  not  wish  to  vote  for  rates 
having  no  protective  incidence.  What  we 
should  aim  at  is  to  help  those  on  the  land 
who  are  so  heavily  handicapped,  by  en- 
abling them  to  get  wire  netting  as  cheaply 
as  possible.  A  large  part  of  the  district 
which  I  represent  is  subject  to  frequent 
droughts,  while  a  great  deal  of  it  contains 
fine  agricultural  land,  where  much  farm- 
ing is  done.  But  an  the  borders  of 
the  drier  country  the  farmers  have  to 
wire-net  their  holdings  to  preserve  their 
crops  from  the  rabbits.  We  should  do 
what  we  can  for  every  industry,  and  ex- 
tend such  heLp  as  we  can  proffer  to  those 
in  need  of  assistance.  No  absolutely  ef- 
fective means  of  combating  the  rabbit  pest 
has  yet  been  discovered,  and  we  ought  to 
recognise  the  difficulties  of  those  who  are 
fighting  this  scourge,  by  taking  off  the 
proposed  miserable  duties  and  making  wire 
netting  free. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [11.53].— The 
speeches  which  we  have  heard  so  far  on 
this  item  have  been  monotonous,  every 
speaker  advocating  the  removal  of  the 
duties  on  wire  netting.  No  one  could  re- 
fer to  the  remarks  made  during  the  Tariff 
discussion  as  oratorical  outbursts;  there  is 
simply  so  much  yabber  as  to  the  effect 
of  each  item  on  the  interests  concernf^d. 
.ind  I  may  as  well  take  part  in  this  debate 
as  sit  (]«'etly  and  tiear  others  express  their 
views.  But  before  going  furtJier,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  Government  intend  to 
press  the  motion  that  the  Senate's  re- 
rjuesied  amendment  be  not  made.      I  do 


not  wish  to  support  the  motion,  and  see 
it  dropped  later  on.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  wire-netting  industry,  though  a 
pet  one  with  the  Treasurer,  is  similarlv 
regarded  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs,  and  I  am  shrewd  enough  to  sus- 
pect some  change  of  front,  seeing  that 
the  Treasurer  is  not  here  now  to  take 
charge  of  the  Tariff.  The  making  of  wire 
netting  is  not  a  Victorian  industry. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Wire  netting 
is  made  in  Pentridge  Gaol. 

Mr.  WILKS. — Yes;  but  the  industry  is  ■ 
a  New  South  Wales  one,  and  therefore  we 
do  not  hear  any  cry  about  the  need  for  pro- 
tecting it.  It  does  not,  like  the  wire-nail 
industry  of  Victoria — a  cognate  industry — 
employ  about  six  men  and  a  couple  of 
boys;  it  gives  work  to  about  400.  But 
the  firm  chiefly  concerned  has  never  asked 
me  to  advocate  its  claims  to  protection, 
and,  indeed,  the  absence  of  Ic^bying  in  the 
interests  of  the  engineering  trade  of  Aus- 
tralia reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  those 
associated  with  them. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — They  have  not 
been  well  treated. 

Mr.  WILKS.— They  have  not.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  about  the  effect  of  the 
duties  on  wire  netting  on  small  pastoralists 
f.nd  farmers.  But  the  same  arguments 
could  have  been  used  with  equal  force 
against  the  duties  on  wire  nails,  and  shni- 
lar  protective  imposts.  My  artitude  in 
regard  to  the  itwi  is  due  largely  to  the 
votes  which  have  been  given  on  similar 
items.  Some  of  the  men  emploved 
in  making  wire  netting  in  New  South 
VVales  may  live  in  my  electOTate ; 
but  the  industry^  is  in  another  elec- 
torate, and  those  connected  with  it 
have  not  approached  me  for  assistance. 
It  is  in  a  healthy  and  robust  condition, 
paying  from  ;£i2.ooo  to  ;^i4,ooo  a  vear 
in  wages :  and.  if  it  were  .situated  on'  the 
hanks  of  the  Varra.  the  Agi  would  not 
have  sufficient  room  in  its  columns  to  pub- 
lish all  that  would  be  said  in  favour  of 
protecting  it.  As  there  has  been  so  much 
yelling  for  the  protection  of  industries  situ- 
ated on  the  Varra,  why  should  not  one 
yell  for  an  industry  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Parramatta?  I  supported  the  Trea- 
surer's original  proposal  to  place  duties 
of  30  and  25  per  cent,  on  wire  netting, 
although  preferring  rates  of  15  and  10 
per  cent.,  as  givinc  sufficient  protection. 
I,  howe\-er.  voted  against  rates  of 
10  and  ^  per'rent..  as  being  merelv  re- 
venue  duties.    I  t]io.^ghj^i<5^|5^^ke 
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the  item  free  than  to  impose  such  low 
rates.  Now,  however,  the  Minister  asks  us 
to  vtAe  for  10  and  5  per  cent.  If  I  get 
an  assurance  that  those  rates  will  protect 
the  industry,  I  shall  vote  for  them ;  but  if 
they  win  not  protect  the  industry  there  will 
be  no  iiood  reason  for  imposing  them.  Ap- 
parently Ministers  are  not  serious  in  pro- 
posing to  reject  the  Senate's  request. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Yes,  we  are, 

Mr.  WILKS.— Will  the  motion  be 
pressed  to  a  division? 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — Yes. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Will  rates  of  10  and  5 
per  cent,  assist  the  industry? 

Mr.  Austin.  Chapman.. — Yes;  thcHigh, 
of  course,  not  so  much  as  higher  rates 
would  assist  it. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  have  my  doubts  about 
ir ;  but  I  throw  the  responsibility  on  the 
Minister  and  the  protectionists,  and  will 
vote  for  the  propc»ed  duties.  The  state- 
ment that  users  of  wire  netting  are  willing 
to  pay  mOTe  for  the  Australian-made  article 
shows  that  the  industry  is  likely  to  be  a 
permanent  oie.  Of  course,  I  appreciate 
thf  plea  on  behalf  of  the  small  pastoralists 
and  farmers ;  but,  if  wire  netting  is  made 
free,  not  only  they,  but  also  the  big  pas- 
tcralists  and  big  associations  with  paid-up 
capitals  amounting  to  nearly  ;{^2,ooo,ooo 
will  bene6t.  The  honorable  member  for 
Maranoa  said  the  other  night  that  he  would 
give  to  one  "  bloke  "  what  he  would  give  to 
another,  and  as  he  has  voted  to  tax  the 
community  generally  to  protect  industries 
on  the  banks  of  the  Yarra,  I  ask  him  to 
TOte  for  the  proposed  duties  for  the  pro- 
tection of  an  industry  on  the  banks  of  the 
Parramatta.  If  I  go  on  likp  this,  I  shall 
soon  be  able  to  make  as  good  a  protectionist 
address  as  some  of  the  life-long  protec- 
tionists. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  honorable 
member  is  learning  the  shibboleths. 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  am  learning  how  to 
put  up  the  umbrella.  There  has  been  a 
fiscal  rorroijboree,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
I  should  not  be  in  it  as  much  as  those 
who  are  in  it,  but  who  will  not  admit  the 
fact.  Besides,  under  the  new  protection 
thf  workers  will  get  fair  wages,  and  I  am 
very  desirous  of  bringing  that  about.  The 
Government  having  declared  the  proposed 
duties  to  be  protective,  I  shall  vote  for 
them  in  the  interests  of  the  wire  weavers  of 
New  South  Wales.  I  am  sorry,  however, 
that  the  firm  for  which  we  are  voting  duties 
of  10  and  5  per  cent  is  a  big  importer  of 


black  wire.  An  industry  which  asks  for 
assistance  should  support  other  Australian 
industries. 

Mr.  LIVINGSTON  (Barker)  [12.3].— I 
did  not  expect  to  hear  in  any  Parliament 
in  Australia  a  voice  raised  in  favour  of 
a  duty  on  wire  netting.  All  who  are  in- 
teiested  in  land  in  Australia  must  knoiv 
that  there  are  millions  of  acres  which 
could  not  be  occupied  if  they  were  not 
fenced  with  wire  netting.  That  is  espe- 
cially the  case  in  districts  like  ^ose  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Grey.  In  Soutn 
Australia  wire  netting  is  regarded  as  so 
necessary  for  the  occupation  of  land  that 
the  Government  is  buying  it,  and  distribu- 
ting it  among  those  who  i;annot  afford  to 
get  it  themselves,  and  giving  long  terms  for 
repayments.  In  times  of  drought  the 
rabbit  pest  is  felt  more  than  at  others, 
because  then  the  rabbits  are  driven  off 
thf  unoccupied  country,  and  destrov  e\er\  - 
thing- in  the  way  of  edible  plants.  Par- 
liament should  do  everything  possible  to 
check  their  ravages.  Instead  of  imposing 
a  duty  on  wire  netting,  it  would  be  better 
to  give  a  bounty  on  its  production,  to  in- 
duce more  persons  to  manufacture  it. 
There  are  hundreds  of  people  who  would 
use  wire  netting,  and  are  unable  to  do  so 
because  they  cannot  afford  to  purchase  it. 
We  have  been  told  that  this  is  a  revenue 
dutv.  hut  I  might  remind  honorable  mem- 
l>ers  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  erection  of 
wire-netting  fences  there  are  millions  of 
acres  in  Australia  which  to-dav  would  l« 
producing  no  revenue  at  all.  I  trust  that 
the  amemlment  requested  by  the  Senate 
will  be  made. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [12.6].— I  am  at 
a  I0.SS  to  understand  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Dalley  in  this 
matter.  Xo  one  has  pleaded  more  loudlv 
or  at  greater  length  for  the  primarv  in'- 
dustries.  We  know  the  "stonewalls" 
which  the  honorable  meml)er  a^sisttA:!  to 
erect,  in  the  interests  of  the  primary  in- 
dustries, when  we  were  considering  the  first 
Federal  Tariff.  I  a^jree  entirely  with  what 
has  I>et;n  said  by  the  honorable  memlx-r  lor 
Harker.  I  would  not  only  give  a  i>onus 
for  the  manufacture  of  wire  nettinj,', 
but  I  would  give  the  settler  the  win- 
netting  free.  The"  Queensland  Govern- 
ment offer  ;^50,ooo  to  any  man  who 
can  discoifr  an  effective  means  for  the 
eradication  of  the  rabbit  pest.  Time  after 
time  it  has  Iwvn  proved  that  the  most  effi-f- 
tive  way  of  (MjRM^Cttogfe  «>  far 
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known  is  the  subdivision  of  large  areas  into 
small  paddocks  by  effective  rabbit-proof 
fencing.  I  appeal  to  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs,  as  a  country  repre- 
sentative, to  make  a  name  for  himself  in 
the  country  by  climbing  down  and  adopt- 
ing the  Senate's  suggestion.  The  Senate 
has,  in  this  matter,  exhibited  mwe  wisdwn 
than  we  did. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — We  tried  to  make 
wire  netting  free. 

Mr.  PAGE.— I  mean  collectively.  The 
■Senate  decided  that  the  right  thing  to  do 
was  to  remove  the  duty.  I  hope  that  the 
Minister  will  take  the  same  view.  I  can 
tell  him  that  the  numbers  are  up,  and  that 
we  are  going  to  make  wire  netting  free  of 
duty,  whether  he  likes  it  or  not.  He  has, 
therefore,  one  more  chance  to  make  a  name 
for  himself,  by  saying  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  accept  the  Senate's 
suggestion.  Perhaps  the  Treasurer  has 
said  that  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms must  not  accept  the  requested  amen  1- 
ment.  unless  over  his  political  dead  Bodv. 
I  have  no  doubt  lhat  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  received  such  instructions 
he  will  carry  them  out  to  the  letter.  Vo 
one  knows  better  than  the  honorable  gentle- 
man the  expense  which  small  settlers  ."lave 
to  bear  in  protecting  their  holdings  from 
destruction  by  rabbits  and  marsupials.  I 
understand  that  the  most  prolific  consti- 
tuents of  Eden-Monaro  are  the  rabbits,  but 
surelv  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs 
would  prefer  to  represent  human  beings. 
I  look  upcffi  every  head  of  stock  m  Aus- 
tralia as  a  national  asset,  and  I  regard  the 
pastwal  industry  as  a  national  industry, 
■which  every  member  of  this  Parliament 
should  be  prepared  to  protect  in  every  way. 
T  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  imderstand  why  any 
tax  should  be  imposed  on  wire  netting. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Because  there  is 
a  little  factory  somewhere. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Apparently  the  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  one  of  our  chief  national  industries  be- 
cause a  small  factory  has  been  established 
for  the  manufacture  of  this  particular 
.Trticle. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — They  say  ihat 
wire  netting  will  be  cheaper  if  a  duty  is 
imposed. 

Mr.  PAGE.— We  know  from  experience 
that  the  result  will  be  otherwise.  I  do  not 
propose  to  flog  a  dead  horse,  and  I  again 
tell  the  Minister  that  as  the  numbers  are 
Hp  and  we  have  got  him  beaten,  he  might 


as  well  climb  down  gracefully,  especially 
as  he  can  make  a  name  for  himself  by  do- 
ing so.  I  am  sure  lliat  his  oxistiluents 
would  be  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  t^tain 
wire  netting  more  cheaply  than  they  cm 
do  now.  I  know  that  in  his  heart  itf 
hearts  the  honwable  gentleman  is  with 
those  who  think  that  wire  netting  should 
be  free  of  duty,  I  believe' that  the  Trea- 
surer has  given  him  instructions  not  to 
climb  down  at  any  cost,  but  I  know  his 
force  of  character,  and  I  trust  he  will 
exercise  it  on  thds  occasion. 

Mr.  Austin  Chapman. — The  honorable 
member  wishes  me  to  say,  "  Don't  shoot ; 
I'll  come  down." 

Mr.  PAGE.— That  is  all  I  wish  the 
Minister  to  say,  and,  if  he  will  say  it.  I 
shall  sit  down  at  once.  I  am  satisfied  that 
we  are  going  to  win,  and  I  need  say  no 
more. 

Mr.  WISE  (Gippsland)  [12. ii].  —  \\c 
have  heard  a  good  deal  in  this  Chamber 
about  standing  to  a  ccxnpnxnise,  when  in 
many  cases  only  an  alleged  cranprranise 
was  referred  to.  The  vote  previously  given 
in  this  Chamber  on  this  item  was  un- 
doubtedly a  compromise. 

Mr.  Kelly. — There  were  three  divi- 
sions  on  it. 

Mr.  WISE.  —  The  honorable  member 
for  Wentworth  was  not  here  at  the  time, 
and,  of  course,  knows  all  ^jout  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Kelly. — I  have  been  looking  up 
Hansard,  and  I  find  that  there  were  no 
less  thari  three  divisicms  to  arrive  at  the 
compromise  to  which  the  honorable  mem- 
ber refers. 

Mr.  Page, — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  honorable  member  for  Gippsland  is 
accusing  honorable  members  of  a  desire  to 
reverse  a  vote  which  they  gave  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  and  of  departmg  from  a 
ccHnpromise.  I  wish  to  put  myself  right  in 
the  matter.  I  voted  all  through  that  wire 
netting  should  be  free  of  duty. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — So  did  other  htwi- 
orable  members. 

Mr.  WISE. — Those  who  were  absent 
when  the  matter  was  previously  considered 
know  nothing  at  all  about  the  subject, 
though  they  may  profess  to  know  a  great 
deal.  In  the  first  instance,  the  Treasurer 
intimated  that  he  was  prepared  to  agree  to 
a  reductron  of  the  duties  at  first  suUnitted 
in  the  Tariff,  and  to  ao^pt  duties  of  15 
and  10  per  cent.  In  accordance  with  that 
intimation  the  hoijOT^J^^i@^g|^iver- 
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ina — notwithstanding  what  the  honorable 
member  for  Grey  has  said — moved  that  the 
duties  should  be  15  and  10  per  cent. 
There  was  a  very  warm  discussion  on  the 
subject,  which  lasted  urttil  late  at  night, 
when  a  compremise  was  arrived  at,  and  the 
Government  agreed  to  accept  duties  of  10 
per  cent,  and  5  per  cent. 

Mr.  PovNTON. — Is  this  a  placard  ? 

Mr.  WISE.— I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
that,  it  the  honorable  member  for  Grey 
will  take  a  little  time  to  look  up  Hansard, 
he  will  find  that  what  I  am  stating  is 
correct. 

Mr.  PoYNTON." — I  know  all  about  it. 
The  Government  threw  -over  the  honorable 
member  for  Kiverina,  and  left  him  in  the 

lurch. 

Mr.  WISE. — ^Only  a  few  minutes  ago, 
the  honorable  member  for  Grey  denied 
that  the  hiMiorable  member  for  Riverina 
moved  for  duties  of  15  and  10  per  cent., 
and  now  he  says  that  the  Government 
threw  the  honorable  member  o\'er.  Some 
honorable  members  hare  stated  to-day^  and 
the  honorable  member  for  Echuca  for  one, 
that  they  voted  for  duties  of  10  and  5  per 
cent.,  because  they  could  get  nothing  lower. 
Tile  honorable  member  for  Echuca,  on  the 
occasion  to  which  I  refer,  voted  in 
the  negative  in  two  divisions  on  motions 
proposing  a  5  per  cent.  duty.  The  hwi- 
orable  member  never  tried  to  get  a  5  per 
cent,  duty  on  any  occasion.  The 
first  duty  he  voted  for  was  10  per  cent., 
so  that  the  h(xiorabIe  member  did  not  vote 
for  10  per  cent,  because  he  could  not  secure 
d  lower  duty.  The  honorable  member 
for  Indi  voted  for  the  5  per  cent,  through- 
out, and  accepted  10  per  cent,  because  that 
wns  the  loWest  duty  he  could  secure.  T 
was  one  of  those  who  were  not  satisfied 
with  the  comproniise  agreed  to  on  that  oc- 
casion, but  I  accepted  it,  and  voted  for  it 
as  a  ccmipromise.  I  do  not  intend  to  add 
to  the  mass  of  inconsistencj*  which  has  been 
exhibited  in  this  Chamber  already  in  ccm- 
nexion  with  votes  on  the  Tariff,  and  I  there- 
fore intend  to  adhere  to  the  compromise 
T  supported  on  the  occasion  to  which  I 
ha\e  referred. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILMS  (Robertson) 
(12.15]. — It  seems  to  me  that  in  this  matter 
we  are  being  left  to  decide  as  between  a 
primary  and  secondary  industry,  which 
shall  receive  the  benefit  of  the  course  we 
adopt.  It  is  contended  by  one  honorable 
member,  who  sits  on  thi&  side,  and  votes 
with  honorable  members  on  the  other  side. 


that  the  retention  of  the  duties  will  mean 
an  advantage  of  an  extra  5  or  10  per  cent, 
to  manufacturers  of  wire  netting,  whose 
employes  live  in  his  electorate.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Minister  says  that  to  ac- 
cept the  requested  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate would  involve  a  loss  of  revenue.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  we  are  deal- 
ing in  this  matter  with  a  staple  industry, 
the  sucTOss  which  means  everything  to 
Australia.  All  our  industries  depend 
upon  the  land,  and  we  know  that  rabbits 
can  only  be  kept  under  by  the  use  of  wire 
netting.  In  some  parts  of  the  State  of 
New  South  Wales  settlers,  who  some  time 
ago  were  impoverished  by  lo&ses  of  stock, 
due  to  the  fact  that  their  pastures  were 
denuded  by  successive  vears  of  drought,  are 
to-day  experiencing  the  benefit  of  a  good 
season.  They  now  have  pl«ity  of  grass 
on  their  pastures,  and  though  they  know 
that  while  rabbits  can  obtain  young  grass 
they  will  not  take  poison '  baits  they 
have  very  little  monev  wherewith  to  erect 
wire-netting  fencing  to  keep  them  out  of 
their  pastures.  The  Minister  contends 
that  a  certain  amouot  of  revenue  will  be 
derived  from  these  duties,  and  admits  that 
their  imposition  means  that  settlers  will 
have  to  pay  an  increased  price  for  the  wire 
netting  they  require.  Are  we  going  to 
tax  people  who  have  so  little,  and  who 
have  lost  so  much,  now  that  they  have  an 
opportunity  of  conserving  grass  by  erect- 
ing wire-netting  fences?  The  honorable 
member  for  Gippsland  regards  these  duties 
as  protective  duties,  and  proposes  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  requested  bv  the 
Senate,  in  order  that  the  secondary  itidus- 
try  for  the  manufacture  of  wire  netting 
may  be  kept  going.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber's contention  is  that  that  will  lead  to 
a  reduction  in  the  price  of  wire  netting,  but 
the  Minister  has  told  us  that  a  revenue  of 
;^20,ooo,  and  in  some  quarters  it  has  been 
said  that  a  revenue  of  ;£4o,ooo,  is  at  stake 
in  this  matter.  We  should  bring  common- 
sense  to  bear  upon  our  consideration  of  the 
question,  and  I  should  like  to  remind  Vic- 
torian representatives  that  at  the  present 
time  stock  are  starving  in  Victoria,  and 
that  thousands  of  Victorian  stock  are  being 
sent  to  other  States  where  grass  is  to  be 
found.  Victorian  pastoralists  are  at  pre- 
sent going  through  a  very  severe  ocperience. 
and  yet  Victorian  representatives  are  sup- 
porting the  imposition  of  a  duty  on  wire 
netting,  which  must  lead  to  a  higher  price 
being  charged  for  the  grass  which  thev  re- 
quire for  their  ^^el^Sf Oe«»§fechwged 
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if  wire  netting  were  admitted  free  of  duty. 
Victorian  representatives  are  &o  wedded  to 
high  protective  duties  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  impose  them  even  if,  in  doing  so, 
they  should  penalize  the  man  on  the  land, 
and  all  that  makes  for  the  progress  and 
wealth  of  the  State.  This  is  a 
matter  which  should  come  home  to 
every  Victorian  representative,  because 
Victorian  settlers  on  the  land  are  feel- 
ing the  pinch  more  at  the  present  time 
than  are  the  settlers  in  any  other  State. 
If  wire  netting  is  made  more  costly,  those 
who  require  to  put  their  cattle  out  to  grass 
on  other  people's  land  in  more  favoured 
districts  will  haw  to  pay  mwe  for  the 
privilege ;  and  I  hope  a  onnmon-sense  view 
will  prevail,  and  that  this  necessary  will 
be  placed  within  the  readi  of  men  of  small 
means.  Those  of  large  means  were  able 
to  get  their  wire  nettinc  in  the  past  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate,  but  now  a  higher  price 
is  demanded  from  the  small  settler,  who  is 
not  able  to  aflford  it.  This  Cs  truly  a 
national  question ;  and  I  appeal  to  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  as  a 
reasonable  being,  to  have  regard  for  the 
staple  industries  of  Australia,  and,  par- 
ticularly, to  the  interests  of  tlie  small 
settlers. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  (Calare> 
[12.21]. — The  original  proposal  of  the 
Government  was  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
under  the  general  Tariff,  and  25  per 
cent,  on  wire  netting  from  the  United 
Kin},'dom.  and  after  a  lengthy  debate 
it  was  decided  to  impose  duties  of  5 
and  10  per  cent.  The  Senate  con- 
siderefl  the  item  from  all  its  various 
points  of  view,  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
industries  affected,  requested  that  the  com- 
modity should  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 
When  the  first  Tariff  was  under  considera- 
tion there  was  a  proposal  to  impose  a  duty 
on  wire  netting,  but  the  Senate,  an  that 
occasion,  also  decided  to  place  it  on  the 
free  list ;  and  I  trust  that  the  request  of 
the  Senate  now  before  us  will  be  adopted. 
When  the  item  was  under  consideration 
in,  Octolier  last,  I  dealt  with  it  faiirlv 
exhaust ivel y .  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
cover  the  ground  tn-d.Tv ;  but  I  empha- 
size the  fact  that  at  that  time  the  sell- 
ing price  of  imported  wire  netting  in  New 
South  Wales  was  frcHn  ^£40  to  jf,^$  per 
mile,  and  the  best  quality  of  locally-made 
netting  of  standard  measurement  was  £,4^;, 
per  mile.  So  serious  had  the  position 
then  become,  due  to  the  high  prices  and 


the  increasing  need  on  the  part  of  small 
holders  to  protect,  not  onl y  thei r  grass 
area,  but  their  cultivated  areas,  that  the 
State  Government  of  New  South  Wales 
decided  to  come  to  their  asustaoce,  -and 
entered  into  large  contracts,  so  as  to 
place  wire  netting  at  their  dilsposal  at  a 
cheaper  rate.  The  local  manufacturing, 
firm  of  Lysaght  Brothers  had  the  option 
of  tendering,  and  their  first  tender  for 
4,000  miles  of  netting,  42  inches  by  i\ 
inch,  was  at  the  rate  of  per  mile, 

while  the  accepted  tender  from  abroad,  for 
the  same  class  of  netting,  was  at  the  rate 
of  £,26  per  mile,  landed  in  Sidney.  This 
wire  netting  was  retailed  at  £,z6  5s. , 
showing  a  difference  of  ;£4  15s.,  a.<t  com- 
pared with  die  price  of  the  local  article. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown.— That  was  before 
the  duty  was  imposed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN.— Yes.  Since 
then,  with  a  fall  in  the  price  of  metals, 
the  price  of  locally-made  wire  netting  has 
been  reduced,  though  it  still  stands  at  over 
£^0,  whereas  I  am  informed,  that  the  last 
tender  frcmi  abroad,  for  the  same  class  of 
netting  was  £,22  per  mile.  Here  we  ha\-e 
a  difference  of  something  like  jQ^  per  mile. 
In  1906  about  ;£5oo,doo  worth  of  wire 
netting  was  imported,  and  the  local  pro- 
duction is  estimated  at  about  the  same 
value,  showing  a  consumptiort  of  about 
^1,000,000  worth.  And  the  ccmsumption 
is  increasing,  for  the  reason  that  rabbits 
are  gradually  spreading  over  the  agricul- 
tural areas,  and  rendering  precautions  in- 
creasingly imperative.  Assuming  that  the 
present  consumption  of  imported  wire  net- 
ting is  represented  bv  ;£soo.ooo  worth — 
and  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  frwi  Ger- 
many, America,  and  France — And  that  the 
local  production  i.s  another  ^500.000 
worth,  we  see  that  a  duty  of  10  per  cent, 
means  that  the  farmers  and  graziers  will  be 
taxed  to  the  extent  of  ;£ioo,ooo.  The 
honorable  member  for  Daliey  was  elected  as 
a  free-trader,  and  is  politically  known  in 
New  South  Wales  as  the  champion  of 
champions  of  the  free-trade  cause;  but  he 
has  decided,  in  the  interests  of  the  manu- 
facturers within  his  electorate,  to  cast  a 
vote  in  favour  of  the  duties.  From  the 
statement  of  the  manager  of  Lysaght 
Brothers  I  find  that  the  highest  pay-sheet 
for  one  week  is  £^oo.  amd,  assuming  the 
wages  to  be  at  the  standard  rate,  we  fimi 
that  the  cost,  in  this  ctxmexion,  of  con- 
ducting the  wire-netting  industrv  is  alwut 
;£36,ooo  per  anni^^^o^^^^@^^}^rt  of 
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the  revmue  fcom  the  duties.  There  are 
only  from  300  to  400  hands  employed ; 
and,  under  the  circumstance^  the  farmers 
and  settlers  would  find  themselves  about 
^60,000  in  pocket  if  they  were  to  pay  the 
wages  of  those  at  present  employed,  and 
have  wire  netting  duty  free.  Throughout 
the  settled  districts  of  New  South  -Wales 
the  ral^it  pest  is  an  increasing  menace  to 
the  very  existence  of  agricultural  indus- 
tries. In  New  South  Wales  there  are 
about  74.000  separate  holdings,  69,000  of 
which  are  of  1,000  acres  and  under,  re- 
presentini;  a  total  of  about  11, 000, coo 
acres ;  there  are  5.500  holdings  imder 
I  o .  000  acres ,  tot  a  1 1  in  g  13  ,'000 , 000  acres , 
and  there  are  722  holdings,  totalling 
22,000,000  acres.  When  the  Tariff  of 
1902  was  under  ccmsideration,  wire  netting 
was  placed  on  the  free  list,  in  furtherance 
of  the  large  pastoral  interests ;  but  to-day 
the  rabbit  wave  has  reached  the  agricul- 
tural .irens,  and  the  small  holders  are 
aflFected.  Xo  protectionists  will  claim 
that  the  proposed  duties  can  have  any  pro- 
tective effect.  Protective  duties  range  from 
25  per  cent.. to  50  per  cent.,  and  even  to 
1 50  per  cent. ;  and  I  ask  whether  it  is 
reasonable  to  burden  the  farming  and 
grazing  industries  with  a  purely  revenue 
<luty  ?  I  trust  the  Committee  will  accept 
the  recommendation  of  the  Senate.  The 
number  of  free-traders  is  very  small 
compared  with  the  total  membership 
of  that  Chamber;  and  yet  it  was 
considered  only  just  and  fair  that  wire 
nettinff  should  be  placed  on  the  free  list. 
T  trust  that  the  Committee  will  decide  to 
bring  the  Tariff,  so  far  as  regards  this 
itetn.  into  line  with  the  previous  one.  In 
that  case,  the  question  was  purely  a  graz- 
ing or  squat'ers'  question.  I  hope  that 
under  this  Tariff  the  farmers,  settlers,  and 
small  land-holders  generally  will  receire 
the  same  treatment  as  was  given  then  to 
the  larger  land-holders. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [12.36].— To 
listen  to  honorable  members  opposite,  one 
would  think  there  was  no  wire  netting 
being  made  in  Australia,  because  people 
who  pref^  to  use  imported  wire  netting  are 
charged  a  duty  cm  it.  Wire  netting  is  be- 
ing made  in  New  South  Wales,  at  an 
establishment  where  stxne  400  men  are  em- 
plo>'cd.  I-ast  year  they  turned  out  about 
7^500,000  worth,  and  if  thev  are  given 
sufficient  protection  they  can  produce  the 
whole  of  the  wire  netting  required  in 
Australia.     In  1902  we  imported  of  wire 


netting  ^£130,000  worth  ;  in  1903,  ;^95,ooo 
worth;  in  1904,  ^£129,000  WOTth;  in 
^9°5i  .£335.000  worth  ;  in  1906,  ;£52i,ooo 
worth ;  and  in  1907,  _;^58i,ooo  wOTth. 
That  shows  how  the  imports  are  increasing. 
The  leader  of  the  Opposition,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  consideraticKi  of  the  Tariff, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  industries  of 
New  South  Wales  would  receive  some 
protection.  This  is  a  New  South  Wales 
industry  asking  for  protection. 

Mr.  SpENCE. — Is  5  per  cent,  protection? 

yii.  COON. — It  is  not  protection  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word,  but  it  is  all  that 
we  can  get.  We  endeavoured  to  give  20 
or  3c  per  cent.  The  protection  being  asked 
for  in  connexion  with  this  industry  in 
Great  Britain  against  German  COTUpetition 
is  /  J  per  cent.  Why  should  not  the  work- 
men of  New  South  Wales  get  swne  protec- 
tion? Why  should  they  not  receive  the 
same  protection  as  the  hat-makers  of  Vic 
toria  have  been  given?  Over  250  of  the 
wire-workers  of  New  South  Wales  pre- 
sented to  this  House  a  petition  asking  for 
protection  for  their  industrv,  vet  New 
South  Wales  members  who  were  sent  here 
to  represent  the  working  classes  say,  "  We 
shall  not  give  them  protection  at  a'll.  We 
shall  allow  the  imported  article  to  come  in 
free."  I  hope  the  Committee  mil  not  de- 
cide to  make  the  item  free,  because  it  has 
been  proved  times  out  of  number  that  if 
we  have  local  ccunpetition  the  struggling 
farmers,  about  vrhom  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Maranoa  spoke,  will  get  their  wire 
netting  cheapor. 

Mr.  Page. — Would  the  honorable  mem- 
!)er  like  to  see  those  holdings  in  Queens- 
land devastated  by  rabbits? 

Mr.  COON.— I  should  not,  but  the  far- 
mers  can  use  Australian -made  wire  netting. 

Mr.  Page. — They  cannot  get  it. 

Mr.  COON. — They  can  get  as  much  as 
they  want  of  it,  but  some  people  prefer  the 
imported  article.  If  they  do,  let  them  pay 
the  dutv.  If  we  were  not  making  wire 
netting  in  Australia,  it  would  be  a  different, 
thing.  The,  honorable  member  for  Calare 
stated  that  duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent, 
were  not  protective  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word.  If  the  honcvable  member  is  voting 
against  those  duties  because  they  are  not 
protective,  would  he  vote  for  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent,  if  it  was  proposed  as  a  pn3- 
tective  duty? 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.-t-A  number  of 
honorable    membesgutizeooy  M^^OgiHerable 
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member's  side  say  that  they  will  not  sup- 
jiort  revenue  dutie^,  but  will  vote  only  for 
protective  duties.  If  was  to  those  honor- 
iible  members  that  I  appealed. 

Mr.  COON. — I  appeal  to  those  who  are 
in  favour  of  a  protective  Tariff  to  give  this 
industry  some  small  amount  of  protection, 
at  any  rate.  What  is  offered  is  not  effec- 
tive protection,  but  it  is  the  best  we  can 
get  in  the  circumstances,  and  we  must  make 
the  best  of  a  bad  job. 

Mr.  Spence. — If  it  is  not  effective,  it 
must  mean  taxation  on  the  people  who  buy 
the  wire  netting. 

Mr.  COON. — It  may  mean  taxation  on 
those  who  buy  the  imported  article,  but 
the  man  who  buys  Australian  netting  will 
pay  no  taxation. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — He  has  to  pay 
an  increased  price. 

Mr.  COON.— By  buying  the  local 
article  he  does  not  pay  an  increased  price. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bhown. — It  was  j£4$  per 
mile  in  my  State,  and  we  could  not  get  an 
order  executed.  The  State  Government 
by  importing  netting  reduced  the  price  to 
j^a6  a  mile 

Mr.  COON.— The  local  competition  has 
reduced  the  pria.  Tf  the  importers  gain 
control  of  the  market  they  will  flood  the 
Commonwealth  with  foreign  netting,  form 
a  ring,  and  put  the  prices  up  again.  That 
has  been  proved  in  the  past.  Do  hon- 
orable members  who  are  against  the  duty 
wish  the  industry  to  be  blotted  out  altc>- 
gether,  because  that  is  what  they  will  do 
if  they  make  the  item  free? 

Mr.  Reid. — Stone-walling  again? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  not  stone-walUng, 
but  am  putting  in  a  plea  for  a  New  South 
Wales  industry.  The  right  hcmorable 
member  himself  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  industries  of  New  South  Wales  would 
be  consider©!. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  honorable  member  is 
quite  right,  but  I  am  thinking  ot  the 
starving  settlers.  That  is  my  industry 
jusl  now. 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  thinking  of  a  New 
South  Wales  industry  which  is  employing 
only  400  men  when  it  could  employ  close 
on  2,000. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — Does  the  honor- 
able member  think  of  the  sweated  em- 
ploy^ in  this  industry  7 

Sir;  COON. — If  there  are  sweated  in- 
dustries in  New  South  Wales,  the  honor- 
able member  should  look  after  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — When  the  high 
prices  that  I  mentioned  were  ruling,  the 


men  went  on  strike,  and  scMne  of  them  went 
to  the  cane-fields  in  pr^wence  to  continu- 
ing in  the  factwy  under  the  cmditions  that 
obtained. 

Mr.  COON.— That  is  another  reason 
wliy  the  Committee  should  agree  to  a  duty. 
The  honorable  member  is  in  favour  of  the 
new  protection,'  and,  by  that  means,  if  a 
duty  is  imposed,  the  industry  will  be  con- 
trolled  and  the  men  will  get  proper  wages. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— Will  the  new 
protection  be  extended  to  those  engaged  in 
the  Victorian  wire-netting  industry? 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  speaking  at  present 
about  the  industry   establish»l  in    New  . 
South  Wales.  •    Honorable  members  are 
going  to  vote  to  blot  that  industry  out 
altogether. 

Mr.  PAGE. — The  honorable  member  does 
not  mind  blotting  out  the  poor  settler. 

^  Mr.  COON.— The  poor  settler  will  get 
his  netting  cheaper  with  local  ccanpetition. 
Are  the  men  in  this  industry  in  New  South 
Wales  sweated  half  as  much  as  are  those 
engaged  in  making  wire  netting  in  other 
parts  of  the  world? 

Mr.  DucALD  Thomson.— Would  the 
hcxiorable  member  say  that  those  engaged 
in  the  inrlustr\'  in  Viitoria  are  sweated  ? 

Mr.  COON. — I  know  nothing  about 
the  Victorian  industry,  but  I  know  that 
the  New  South  Wales  workers  are  asking 
for  protection.  Honorable  m«nbers  opno- 
site  have  charged  Victorians  with  voting 
only  for  Victorian  industries,  but  now  thr.t 
we  are  putting  in  a  plea  for  the  workers 
in  this  strugeling  New  South  Wales  in- 
dustrv.  the  New  South  Wales  members 
are  ready  to  desert  us  and  vote  to  blot  the 
industrv  out  altogether. 

Mr.  Reid. — It  flourished  when  there  was 
not  a  pennv  of  duty  on  wire  netting. 

Mr.  COON.— It  flourished  in  those  davs 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  men  emploved 
in  it  stated  that  they  were  sent  into  the 
country  to  unload  wire  netting  .imported 
from  other  parts  of  the  world  ! 

Mr.  Hedges. — Let  us  have  a  vote. 

Mr.  COON. — I  want  to  nut  the  true 
facts  of  the  case  before  the  Committee  on 
behalf  of  the  workers  in  a  New  South 
Wales  industry.  They  sent  a  j)etition  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  Wynne. — The  honorable  memlier 
has  told  us  that  about  twenty  times. 

Mr.  COON.— I  repeat  it.  because  I 
understand  that  the  honorable  member  has 
hardly  decided  what  he  intends  to  do. .  So 
far  as  I  am  able  to  gather^  he  is  inclined 
to  slip  on  wire  ilS^-by  4j^®giQ)ut  iir 
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a  block  in  order  to  keep  him  up  if  I  can ; 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  succeed  or 
not.  This  petiticMi  was  presented  by  the 
workers,  and  not  a  word  has  yet  been  said 
by  a  representative  of  New  South  Wales 
CMi  their  behalf. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — That  is  not 
so.  The  honorable  gentleman  forgets  the 
honorable  member  for  Dalley. 

Mr.  COON. — Yes,  the  hraiorable  mem- 
ber for  Dalley  did  stand  up  here  for  the 
workers.  No  less  than  250  men  have  peti- 
tioned for  the  impositicHi'of  a  duty.  Why 
will  not  representatives  of  New  Swth 
Wales  protect  the  industri^  .in  their  own 
State? 

Mr.  Reid. — We  look  upon  the  settlers 
as  constituting  an  industry. 

Mr.  COON. — I  am  studying  the  in- 
terests of  the  farmers,  too,  when  I  want  to 
give  them  cheaper  wire  netting.    The  hon- 
(»-ab]e  member  knows  that  with  local  com- 
petition the  price  of  the  article  is  reduced. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  I  believe  in  cc»iipetition 
with  the  whole  worjd. 

Mr.  COON. — No;  the  honorable  gentle- 
man believes  in  restrictions  being  placed 
upon  the  labour  of  the  men  who  work.  If 
he  is  not  in  a  position  to  impose  those  re- 
strictions, how  can  he  say  that  he  is  in 
favour  of  the  new  protection?  If  he 
is  not  in  a  position  to  control  an 
industry,  how  can  he  put  down  sweat- 
ing ?  I  am  sure  that  he  is  not  in 
favour  of  sweating..  He  would  not  like  to 
see  the  wire-netting  workers  of  New  South 
Wales  sweated  in  the  same  way  as  are 
such  workers  in  <Mher  parts  of  the  world. 
He  would  not  like  to  see  the  workers  of 
New  South  Wales,  working  twelve  hours  a 
day  on  seven  days  for  about  a  -f.i.  He 
hi  s  no  sympathy  with  that  kind  of  treat- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  he  is  in  favour  of 
the  factory  worker  getting  a  standard  rate 
of  wages,  and  also  the  new  protection. 
If  this  duty  on  wire  netting  be  imposed, 
he  will  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  that 
the  workers  of  New  South  Wales  get  a 
share  of  the  protection. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.— How  can  they 
compete  with  the  wcwkers  of  Victoria? 

Mr.  COON. — At  the  present  time  the 
honorable  member  is  very  much  concerned 
about  the  wire-netting  workers  of  Victoria. 
I  am  pleased  to  see  that  at  last  he  is 
taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  workers  of 
Victoria,  and  I  hope  that  later  on  he  will 
give  a  vote  in  the  direction  of  establishing 
thb  wire-netting  industry  on  a  firm  basis 
in  Victoria,  as  well  as  in  New  South  Wales. 


Mr.  'Reid. — It  is  (mi  a  firm  basis  in 
Pentridge. 

Mr.  COON. — What  we  want  to  do  is 
to  put  the  industry  on  a  firm  basi^  in  New 
South  Wales,  so  that  the  workers  mav  !.« 
able  to  obtain  an  adequate  wage.  Xo 
honorable  member  sitting  in  the  corner 
— I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
no  honwable  member  sitting  on  the 
front  Opposition  bench  at  the  present 
time — is  in  favour  of  sweating.  Times 
out  of  number  we  have  heard  that 
these  honorable  gentlemen  are  in  favour  of 
the  new  protection;  that  is,  of  eonlrolling 
legislation.  Has  it  been  shown  in  this 
debate  that  the  wire  netting  produced  in 
New  South  Wales  is  not  equal  to  the  im- 
ported article?  That  has  not  yet  been 
shown. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — I  do  not  say 
that  it  is  not  equal  to  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  COON. — Honorable  members  on 
the  other  side  admit  that  the  locally-made 
article  is  equal  to  the  imported  article.  If 
that  is  so,  why  do  they  object  to  the  im- 
positi(»i  of  a  duty?  We  have  been  told 
that  if  the  duty  had  been  in  force  last  year 
it  would  have  yielded  a  revenue  of 
;^3o,ooo.  The  duty  will  only  be  paid  by 
the  man  who  will  not  buy  the  locally-made 
article.  If  a  man  prefers  to  patronize  the 
sweated  labour  of  other  countries,  let  him 
pay  an  extra  price  for  his  wire  netting.  But 
do  not  let  us  have  this  fore'gn  competition 
inside  the  country,  where  we  can  regulate 
the  wages  and  working  condititHis.  If  the 
duty  be  imposed  it  will  be  the  means  of 
increasing  employment,  but  if  it  be  not  im- 
posed it  will  be  the  means  of  blotting  out 
the  industry.  Are  honorable  members  pre- 
pared to  take  the  responsibility  of  voting 
in  the  latter  direction  ?  Are  the  represen- 
tatives of  New  South  Wales  who  are  now 
in  the  Chamber  prepared  to  tell  the  wire 
netting  workers  of  that  State  that  they  in- 
tend to  blot  out  the  industry  by  withhold- 
ing any  protectiOT  ?  Swne  of  them  have 
seen  fit  to  vote  for  a  protection  of  10  or 
15  per  cent,  to  other  industries,  and  why 
should  they  not  consido:  the  interests  of  the 
wire  workers?  I  repeat  most  eniphaticallv 
that  this  industry  should  be  protected.  I, 
as  a  Victorian,  intend  to  vote  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe 
in  protecting  an  industry  because  it  is 
located  in  one  part  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I  am  in  favour  of  a  policv  of  national 
protectiOT.  I  am  in  favour  of  aU  oortions 
of    the  Comm3a>ft^lthv3^^Qgi(^  equal 
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protection.  But  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why  the  wire  netting  industry  should  be 
ctxnpeUed  to  close  down,  when  other  indus- 
tries are  protected. 

Mr.-  PoYNTON. — Why  are  they  compelled 
tt-  compete  against  sweated  labour? 

Mr.  COON. — The  honorable  member  is 
against  sweated  labour.' 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Gaol  labour.  The  Vic- 
torian sympathy  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  they  have  established  an  industry  in 
Pentridge  to  compete  against  the  industn- 
iii  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  COON.— I  am  not  resptxisible  for 
th'j  establishment  of  the  wire  netting  in- 
dustry in  Pentridge. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Why  does  not  the 
honorable  member  get  it  abolished? 

Mr.  COON.— If  I  had  the  power,  I 
would. 

Mr .  Jo  SE  PH  C  OoK .  — The  hcaiorable 
member  has  the  power.  He  has  the  Age 
behind  him,  and  what  more  does  he  want? 

Sitting  suspended  from  i  to  2.15  f.m. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [2.15].— I  had 
hot  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  arguments 
put  forward  this  morning  in  regard  to  this 
item,  but  it  is  my  intention  to  adhere  to  the 
vote  which  I  cast  upon  a  former  occasion. 
I  contend  that  the  imposition  of  a  duty 
upon  wire  netting  will  not  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  cost  of  that  article  to  the 
consumers,  and  that  its  manuf«;ture  ought 
to  be  an  industry  established  in  our  midst. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — The  imposition  oi  a  duty 
will  increase  its  cost. 

Mr.  KNOX.— I  do  not  think  so.  At 
any  rate,  it  has  not  had  that  effect  up 
to  the  present  time.  I  know  that  in  New 
South  Wales  a  factory  has  been  established 
for  the  manufacture  of  wire  netting,  and 
that  its  operations  act  as  a  very  wholescnne 
check  upon  importers.  I  think  that  duties 
of  10  per  cent,  under  the  general  Tariff, 
and  5  per  cent,  under  the  United 
Kingdom  Tariff  are  very  l^itimate 
charges  to  levy  upon  this  article.  Substan- 
tiallv  thev  represent  a  duty  of  only  5  per 
cent.,  inasmuch  as  the  quantity  of  wire  net- 
ting imported  from  Germany  is  relatively 
very  small.  I  therefore  intend  to  adhere 
to  the  vote  which  I  cast  when  this  item  was 
pre\iously  under  considerati(Hi. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [2.17]. — The  statement  that  the  duty 
upon  this  article  has  had  the  effect  of  in- 
creasing its  price  is  absolutely  incorrect. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  since  the  duty  has  been 
operative  the  price  t>f  wire  netting  has  been 


continuously  reduced.  I  have  just  sent  for 
a  letter  which  I  received  frcm  Messrs. 
Lysa^t  Brothers  a  few  days  ago,  in  whidi 
I  am  informed  that  during  this  week  they 
have  still  further  reduced  the  price  of 
their  netting. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — They  had  a  big 
margin  upon  which  to  reduce. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— At  the  present 
time  the  price  charged  for  their  wire  netting 
is  less  than  that  of  the  imported  article. 
The  communication  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred states  that  they  have  still  further 
reduced  their  price  fbr  wire  netting,  either 
by  £^x  or       lbs.  per  ftm. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — ^They  would  not 
take  up  the  contract  with  the' New  South 
Wales  Government  in  competition  with  out- 
siders. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  not  sa 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  tendered  for  it. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — At  about  J[^\  per 
ttm  in  excess  of  the  price  asked  for  im- 
p<Mted  wire. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  have  seen  the 
tenders,  and  that  statement  is  not  correct 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — What  was  the 
difference  between  the  tenders? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— About  /a  per 
toil.  I  may  further  tell  the  honoaraWe 
member  that  within  the  past  monjh  I  have 
seen  a.  property  which  was  originally  ei- 
closed  with  imported  wire  netting.  That 
netting  was  so  unsatisfactory  that  the  land- 
owner had  to  purchase  a  fresh  supply  from 
Messrs.  Lysaght  Brothers  for  the  purpose  of 
duplicating  his  fencing. 

Mr.  Page. — That  is  a  really  good  argu- 
ment against  the  imposition  of  a  dutv. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Nothing  of  the 
kind.  Messrs.  Lysaght  Brothers  have  a  large 
■quantity  of  wire  netting  on  hand  at  the 
present  mbment.     I  was  informed  a  few 
davs  ago  that  they  have  1,000  tons  (Hi  hand. 

Mr.  Page. — The  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Customs  stated -that  they  had  3.000  tons 
on  hand. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  may  be 
2,000  tons,  but  I  was  under  the  impression 
tliat  it  was  1 ,000  tons.  At  the  present 
mcHnent  this  firm  are  labouring  under  a 
great  disadvantage.  They  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  supply  a  large  quantity  of  raiting 
— practically  two-thirds  of  the  total  quan- 
tity required  in  the  Commcmwealth.  Fur- 
ther, it  is  of  a  mudi  better  quality  thm  is 
the  imported  rubbish. 

Mr.  Atkinson. — Then  thev  do  pot  need 
any  protection.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— Ever  since  the 
honorable  member  entered  this  Parliament 
Jie  has  been  misrepresenting  hts  con- 
stituents, as  he  will  find  to  his  cost  before 
very  long.  .  I  am  acquainted  with  the  ideas 
of  his  constituents  just  ss  welt  as  he  is. 
I  have  seen  some  of  them  witl^in  the  past 
few  days,  and  they  are  more  than  dis- 
gusted with  the  honorable  member's  votes. 
I  repeat  that  t  he  price  of  wi  r^  netting 
has  been  reduced  by  Messrs.  Lysaght 
Brothers.  When  the  duty  upon  this 
article  was  originally  imposed  wire  netting 
42  inches  wide.  A  quality,  cost  los. 
per  mite,  and  the  B  quality  ^£40  los.  per 
mite. 

Mf.  Thouas  Brown. — And  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  obtained  the 
wire  for  ^2(S  per  mile  landed  in  Svdnev. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not '  the '  B 

quality.  It  was  the  fourth  quality  wire, 
36  inches  wide,  for  which  they  paid  that 
sum. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — It  wss  the  B 
quality,  and  was  42  inches  wide. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  has  been  misinformed.  It  was 
wire  of  inferior  quality  which  the  New 
South  Wales  Government  purchased  at 
that  price.  The  wire  netting  most  in  de- 
mand is  42  inches  wide,  17-inch  gauge,  and 
has  a  ij-iiich  mesh.  The  price  of  this, 
according  to  the  list  issued  on  the  6th  of 
February,  by  Messrs.  Lysaght  Brothers,  is 
j£2S  15s.  per  mite. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — The  New  South 
Wales  Government  is  supplying  imported 
wire  of  similar  dimensions  at  j^z2  los. 
per  mile. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  New 
South  Wales  Government  are  not  supplying 
similar  wire  at  that  pricx.  The  honorable 
member  is  making  no  distinction  between 
wire  netting  36  inches  wide  and  wire  net- 
ting 42  inches  wide.  Further,  the  im- 
ported wire  is  a  very  inferior  article.  It 
will  not  serve  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
intended  to  be  used.  Its  mesh  is-  irregular 
and  the  wire  is  not  of  good  quality. 
Messrs.  Lysaght  Brothers,  on  the  other 
hand,  supply  good  wire. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Then  they  need  no  pro- 
tection. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
member  knows  nothing  about  the  question. 
Wire  netting  is  scarcely  used  in  his  elec- 
torate. In  my  own  c(»istituency  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  single  individual  who 
purchases  anything  but  Messrs.  Lysaght 
Brothers  netting,  as  the  result  of  bitter 


experience  of  the  netting  purchased  from 
the  Government.  The  fanners  imagined — 
when  they  dealt  with  the  New  South  Wales 
Government — that  they  would  .secure  wire 
netting  which  would  keep  out  rabbits  frcxn 
their  holdings,  but  they  were  soon  di»llu- 
sionixed,  and  they  have  since  had  to  buy 
wire  netting  fnxn  Messrs.  Lysaght  Bro- 
thers to  duplicate  tbeir  fences. 

Mr.  Thouas  Brown. — That  is  a  serious 
reflecticm  up<Hi  the  State  Govenmient. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  never  be- 
lieved in  the  acticm  of  the  New  South 
Wales  Government  in  supplying  inferior 
netting.  When  they  first  prc^osed  to  pur- 
chase netting,  for  land-holders  the  ccmdi- 
tions  imposed  were  similar  to  those  which 
obtained  in  Queensland.  In  other  words, 
the  wire  was  supplied  to  the  farmers  and 
was  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  5  per 
cent,  over  a  period  of  twenty  years.  But 
subsequently  the  term  was  reduced  to  ten 
years,  and  conditions  were  imposed  which 
caused  many  land-holders  to  become  per- 
fectly disgusted.  These  conditions  re- 
quired them  to  mortgage  th«r  properties, 
and  to  send  in  a  rep«t  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  netting  every  twelve  months.  As 
a  result,  a  great  many  persons  in  the 
Albury  and  Wagga  districts  would  have 
nothing  more  lo  do  with  the  New  South 
Wales  Government.  The  conditions  were 
so  positively  ridiculous.  It  is  imperative 
that  our  farmers  should  be  supplied  with 
an  article  with  which  they  are  satisfied, 
and  one  which  will  keep  out  the  rabbits, 
which  the  imported  netting  will  not  do — 
especially  the  netting  imported  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Government. 

Mr.  Page.— That  is  not  our  experience 
in  (Queensland. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LVXE.— I  may  tell  the 
honorable  member  that  my  own  son  applied 
for  wire  netting  introduced  bv  the  Go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales  because  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  of  good  quality 
and  that  he  would  be  able  to  secure  it 
upMi  easy  terms.  But  when  the  condi- 
tions to  which  I  have  referred  were  im- 
posed  he  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  Goverimient  of  that  State,  and 
purchased  his  supplies  from  Messrs. 
Lysaght  Brothers.  His  case  is  typical  of 
nearly  every  land-holder  in  the  electorate 
which  I  represent.  They  would  rather  pav 
an  increased  price  for  the  netting  manufac- 
tured by  Messrs.  Lysaght  Brothers  than 
purchase  the  imported  article. 

Mr.  PAGE.-^h^n^^I(g^t)gfefuss? 
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Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because  they 
want  to  be  protected  from  the  OHnpetition 
of  rubbish  from  abroad.  Surely  we 
ought  not  to  allow  men  who  have  invested 
their  capital  in  this  industry  to  be  shot 
at  all  round  !  They  cannot  continue  to 
carry  on  successfully  if  they  are  to  be 
bombarded  with  the  rubbish  which  is  be- 
ing imported  at  th^  present  time. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Is  the  Treasurer  in 
favour  of  keeping  out  rubbish  generally  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am. 

Mr.  Thomas. — ^The  Treasurer  has  not 
dcHie  anything  in  the  directimi  of  keeping 
out  patent  medicine  rubbish. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honor- 
able   member  is  absolutely  wrcmg. 

Mr.  Thomas. — What  has  the  Treasurer 
done? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE. —I  am  not  the 
Minister  in  charge  of  the  Customs  De- 
partment. The  honorable  member  has  in- 
stituted a  comparison  between  the  importa- 
tion of  rubbish  generally  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  inferior  wire  netting.  When  I 
introduced  the  Commerce  Bill  I  was 
informed  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
keeping  out  rubbish. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  must  ask  the 
Treasurer  not  to  discuss  that  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  be  accused  of  scHnething  of  which  I  am 
not  guilty. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Can  the  Trea- 
surer connect  the  question  of  patent 
medicines  with  that  of  wire  netting  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  honorable 
meuiber  for  Barrier  is  responsible  for  the 
introduction  of  the  questicm  of  patent 
medicines.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with 
h'm  in  that  connexion.  I  merely  wish, 
in  a  judicious  way,  to  see  the  wire 
netting  industry  not  only  maintained,  but 
expanded  to  the  fullest  possible  extent,  so 
that  our  own  people  may  be  supplied 
with  a  better  class  of  netting  than 
they  are  getting  at  the  present  time. 
I  regret  very  much  that  we  are  not  in  a 
position  tOrday  to  produce  all  the  wire  that 
is  used  in  this  country.  It  is  time  we  were 
in  that  position.  When  I  was  in  Shef- 
field I  saw  the  wire-making  industry  in 
progress  at  Hatfield's,  one  of  the  best 
firms  in  England.  There  would  be  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  manufacturing  all  the 
wire  we  require,  both  for  wire  netting  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  process  is  a  very 
siniple  nne  indeed,  and  not  much  machinery 
is  required.  At  Lithgow.  or  some  other 
steel  works,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  manu- 


facture not  merely  wire  netting  from  im- 
ported wire,  but  the  wire  itself.  I  hope 
that  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  m^ce 
this  itean  free. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — The  hcHiwable  gentleman 
voted  against  duties  of  lo  and  5  per  cent, 
last  time.  . 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  sure  that 
the  honorable  member  does  not  wish  to  mis- 
represent me.  The  honorable  member  for 
Riverina  knows  perfectly  well  what  took 
place.  As  I  introduced  the  Tariff  the 
duties  were  30  and  25  per  cent.  Those 
duti^  were  submitted  not  because  I 
thought  they  were  the  highest  that  we 
should  impose,  but  largely  because  they 
were  recoDun«ided  by  the  Tariff  Commis- 
sion. When  the  question  was  discussed 
in  Committee  I  found  that  I  could  not 
maintain  them,  but  I  fought  for  higher 
duties  than  were  agreed  to.  If  I 
qould  get  higher  duties  I  would,  but  I  do 
not  want  to  have  a  Tariff  that  might 
for  a  little  while  result  in  an  increase  in 
price,  although  I  do  not  think  that  that  # 
would  be  the  effect.  'In  the  interests  of 
our  manufacturers  and  of  those  who  use 
wire  netting,  I  appeal  to  the  Committee 
not  to  reduce  these  duties  below  what  they 
were  when  the  Tariff  left  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (Wilmot)  [2.34].— I 
think  it  necessary  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
consequence  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Treasurer  in  reply  to  an  interjection  of 
mine.  As  to  his  statement  that  I  am  mis- 
representing mv  constituents,  the  matter  is 
one  which  I  am  prepared  to  leave  to  them. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  take  all  the  re- 
sp(Hisibility  for  my  actions. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — The>-  will  effec- 
tually tell  the  honorable  member  what 
thev  think  of  hirou 

Mr.  ATKINSON.— The  Treasurer  states 
that  some  of  my  constituents  told  him  that 
they  are  disappointed  with  my  votes. 
Seeing  that  he  has  been  in  Tasmania  since 
I  wa.s  last  there  myself,  it  is  possible  that 
certain  of  mv  constituents  told  him  what 
he  has  s.tated.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
the  electors  of  Wilmot.  as  a  whole,  are 
adverse  to  the  views  which  I  have  ex- 
pressed, and  to  the  votes  which  I  have 
given.  Ait  any  rate,  I  am  pwfectiv  ■ 
williT^  to  put  the  matter  to  the  proof.  T 
only  wish  that  the  Treasurer  would  con- 
test the  electorate  against  me  at  the  next 
election. 

\fr.  HUTCHISON  (Hindmarsh^  1-2. 35I. 
- — Several  honorable  members  opposite  have 
admitted  that  t1ie^itiaait«(k:f^QgtiK  of 
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10  and  5  per  cent,  because  they  could  not 
secure  the  admission  of  wire  netting  duty 
free.  The  boncKable  member  for  Caiaie 
has  interjected  that  hcxiorable  members  on 
this  side  of  the  Qiamber  ou^^t  to  be  op- 
posed to  a  10  per  cent,  duty,  because  it  is 
a  revenue  duty.  Well,  I  am  against  10 
per  cent,  duties,  but  I  voted  for  10  and 
5  per  cent,  in  this  instance,  precisely  be- 
cause those  were  the  highest  duties  I  could 
get.  I  decKned  to  vote  for  lower  duties 
for  several  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  I 
desire  our  settlers  to  be  able  to  get  cheap 
wire  netting,  and,  in  the  secraid  place,  I 
Mrish  to  protect  those  who  are  manufactur- 
ing wire  nettinf;  in  Australia  at  present. 
What  guarantee  has  been  given  us  that  if 
we  were  to  make  wire  netting  duty  free 
the  settlers  would  get  it  cheaper?  When 
there  was  no  duty  our  experience  was  that 
the  purchasers  were  very  badly  treated  by 
the  importers.  In  South  Australia  we 
use  an  enormous  quantity  of  wire  netting 
in  propOTtion  to  population.  I  suppose 
that  we  use  more  than  any  State  in  the 
C(mim<KiweaIth.  -  Wh«i  there  was  no  duty 
the  price  chiarged  was  so  enormous  that  the 
Government  of  the  State  had  to  step  in  and 
imp<xt  wire  netting  themselves,  selling  It 
to  the  settlers  at  cost  price.  It  is  a  curi- 
ous thing  that  the  mcmenl  something  is 
proposed  to  be  done  to  benefit  the  farmers 
we  find  certailn  honorable  members  oppo- 
site saying,  ''Oh,  we  must  .not  touch  the 
farming  community."  Chemical  manures 
could  not  be  sold  at  the  price  at  which 
they  are  sold  to-day  had  it  not  be«i  for 
tlie  local  manufactures.  It  is  precisely 
the  same  with  wire  netting.  If  honor- 
able members  make  the  item  free,  and  wipe 
out  the  local  industry,  1  am  quite  satisfied 
that  wire  netting  will  become  very  much 
dearer.  The  result  will  simply  be  to  leave 
the  whole  field  open  to  a  ring  of  im- 
porters, and  the  settlers  will  consequently 
have  to  pay  much  more  than  they  are  now 
doing.  Even  if  the  local  manufacturers 
were  to  come  to  an  arrangMnent  with  the 
importers — which  I  do  not  think  they  will 
do — there  is  nothing  to  prevent  any  State 
in  the  Commcxiwealth  doing  what  was  done 
by  South  Australia;  namely,  purchasing 
Wire  netting  at  the  cheapest  market  price, 
and  selling  it  to  the  settlers  at  that  price. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — The  State  Govern- 
ment will  not  be  able  to  do  that  if  we  im- 
pose a  duty? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— What  is  the  dif- 
ference betwcCT  purchasing  wire  netting  at 


the  cheapest  price  in  any  part  of  the  world 
when  there  is  no  duty,  and  doing  the  same 
thing  when  there,  is  a  duty  ?  There  is  no 
difference  whatever.  In  fact,  I  should  like 
to  see  the  whole  of  the  States  doing  what 
VictCffia  IS  now  dcnng.  I  should  like  to 
see  wire  netting  made  in  all  the  gaols  of 
the  Commonwealth,  so  that  the  settlers 
might  get  it  at  the  cheapest  possible  price. 
Wire  netting  is  not  an  article  that  comes 
into  competition  with  the  produce  of 
workers  in  the  same  sense  as  do  boots  and 
shoes  and  other  axnmodities. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — Is  not  wire  netting 
being  made  out  of  the  gaols? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— Yes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine.— Will  not  the  gaol- 
manufactured  netting  ccnne  into  competition 
with  that  manufactured  out  of  the  gaols? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.—I  would  have 
wire  netting  manufactured  in  the  gaols  and 
sold  at  the  same  price  as  that  manufac- 
tured by  private  enterprise.  We  have  been 
too  long  keeping  our  prisoners  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  taxpayers.  They  ought  to 
be  made  to  earn  their  living  ;  but  what  they 
make  should  not  be  brought  into  OHnpeti- 
tion  with  goods  made  by  worlsrs  out- 
side. If  wire  netting  were  made 
in  all  the  gaols  of  the  CcMnmonwealth  and 
sold  at  cost  price,  we  should  do  a  good 
thing  for  the  settlers  and  for  the  taxpayers 
also. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Would  th*; 
honorable  member  allow  the  prisoners  to 
strike  for  higher  wages  if  they  wanted  to? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— That  remark  sug- 
gests a  reason  why  the  honorable  memlwr 
should  support  me  in  this  case ;  becauy; 
if  there  is  a  strike  and  wire  netting  is  not- 
being  made  in  the  gaols,  the  farmers  wiil 
be  at  the  mercy  of  the  importers,  who  will 
charge  whatever  price  they  like.  They 
will  say  that  the  increase  is  due  to  tha 
strike,  and  will  char^  ^£5  or  £jS  per  Tcn 
more  than  is  justifiable.  While  the  pro- 
posed duties  are  not  as  high  as  thev  ought 
to  be,  I  shall  vote  for  their  retention,  be- 
cause they  are  the  highest  I  can  secure. 
The  local  manufacture  affords  the  best 
safeguard  to  the  settlers  against  being  pena- 
lized by  importers.  Some  honorable  mem- 
bers  expressed  their  determination  not  to 
vote  for  the  duties,  because  of  the  low 
wages  paid  in  the  industry.  But  if  the 
wages  are  not  fair,  I  take  it  that  that  is 
the  fault  of  this  Parliament  and  of  the 
States  Parliameii^^,,,,,^  Google 
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Mr.  WiLKS. — The  workers  are  being 
paid  much  better  wages  than  they  were  a 
few  vears  ago. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— If  theife  is  any 
worker  in  the  Commonwealth  who  is  not 
receiving  a  fair  wage  to-day,-  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  workers,  but  of  our  Parlia- 
ments in  not  seeing  that  justice  is  done  to 
them.  There  has  never  been  any  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  justice  done  to  the  manu- 
facturers, who  have  been  far  more  strongly 
represented  in  oua  Parliaments  than  the 
workers  have  been. 

Mr.  Batchelor- — It  is  the  fault  of  the 
workers  if  tliey  do  not  "fix  up  "  the  Par- 
liaments as  they  like. 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— This  is  only  a 
young  Parliament  as  yet,  and  it  is  the 
only  Parliament  in  the  world,  so  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes,  that  is  elected  by 
adult  suffrage.  Therefore,  the  workers 
have  not  had  proper  representation  in  the 
other  Parliaments  of  Australia.  Sc^e  hon- 
orable members  say  that  they  are  not  going 
to  vote  for  higher  duties  because  it  is  not 
worth  while  fo  preserve  an  industry  in 
which  the  wages  are  so  low. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Does  the  honorable 
member  think  that  is  the  reason  why  we 
are  voting  for  low  duties? 

Mr.  HUTCHISON.— It  is  the  reason 
given  by  more  than  one  honorable  mem- 
ber. I  have  a  better  opinion  of  the 
farmers  of  this  country  than  to  believe 
that  if  they  had  to  pay  a  trifle  more  for 
their  wire  netting  in  order  that  a  fair  wage 
might  be  paid  in  the  industry,  they  would 
not^  be  willing  to  do  it.  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  en- 
courage the  manufacture  of  wire  netting  in 
the  Commonwealth.  I  hope  to  see  the  in- 
dustry established  not  only  in  New  South 
Wales,  but  in  the  other  States  also.  Since 
the  Tariff  has  been  laid  on  the  table  we 
have  been  manufacturing  barbed  wire  in 
South  Australia,  and  it  is  just  as  easv  to 
manufacture  wire  netting. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — It  is  merely  wire 
twisting. 

Mr.  HUTCHiSON.— If  we  establish  .i 
number  of  industries,  they  will  require  an 
enormous  amount  of  capital  and  ma- 
chinery. These  industries  may  be  small 
individually;  but  collectively,  they  lead  to 
-the  employment  of  a  large  number  o^ 
hands;  In  addition  to  that,  mechanics 
are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
machinery.      These  industries  will  grow. 


and  afford  more  and  more  employment 
aax>rding  as  we  give  them  protection 
against  the  outside  world. 

Mr.  FOSTER  (New  England)  [2.45].— 
On  general  principles,  I  am  opposed  to  xo 
per  cent,  duties  as  being  absolutely  revenue 
duties.  Wire  netting  is  not  only  heavy 
but  extremely  bulky,  and  freightage . 
is  an  eittremely  important  factor  in 
the  total  cost.  That  being  so,  a  duty  of 
10  per  cent,  in  respect  of  it  is  equal  to  a 
duty  of  15  per  cent,  in  the  esse -of  many 
other  articles.  Evidence  such  as  that  given 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Hindmarsh 
as  well  as  the  facts  within  my  own  know- 
ledge convinces  me  that  we  shall  secure 
cheap  wire  netting  for  Australian  users 
only  by  means  of  local  canpetition.  The 
quality  of  the  Australian-made  netting  is 
infinitely  superior  to  that  obtained  from 
abroad.  Many  men  have  to  mortgage  their 
holdings  to  obtain  the  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chase wire  netting  to  enclose  them,  and  we 
can  well  imagine  their  dismay,  cm  finding 
that  the  imported  netting  which  they  have 
used  for  that  purpose  is.  rapidly  falling 
to  pieces. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  what  is 
happening  in  many  cases. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  have  met  with  such 
cases.  Many  farmers  regret  that  they 
ever  touched  the  imported  rubbish,  and 
some  are  substituting  the  locally-made 
article  for  it. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — And  voluntarily  paying 
the  extra  cost. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— Yes;  because  they  ob- 
tain    superior  article. 

Mr.  PoyNTON. — I  know  of  fences  c(mi- 
sisting  of  imported  wire  netting  that  haw 
been  standing  for  twenty  vears. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  do  not  say  that  the 
imported  wire  netting  is  all  rubbish.  It  is 
a  very  old  trick  on  ihe  part  of  those  who 
wish  to  get  rid  oi  a  lot  of  rubbish  to  mix 
it  with  a  little  material  of  first-class 
quality. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  that 
is  so. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  right  honorable 

member  is  inclined  to  believe  that  everv 
importer  should  be  supplied  with  &,  small 
pair  of  golden  wings.  I  have  as  much 
faith  in  humanity  as  has  the  average  man, 
and  know  that  amongst  merchants  there 
are  many  honorable  men.  But  I  challenge 
the  right  honorable  member  to  prove  that 
trickery  is  not  carried  on  in  connexion 
with  msny  departments  of  trade.  When 
a  man  erects  a  fence  cvntsU^iQCvipf  im- 
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pOTted  wire  netting,  and  finds  that  its  life 
IS  not  one-fourth  that  of  a  fence  made  of 
the  local  article  

Mr.  Hedges. — Even  the  best  of  wire 
netting  goes  wnwig  in  some  districts  more 
rawdly  than  in  wiers. 

l^r.  FOSTER.— And  if  the  bonorable 
member  held  a  piece  of  rabbit- infested 
country  and  .encloi«d  it  with  a  fence  made 
of  imported  wire  netting,  he  would  soon 
go  wrong. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  have  seen  as  much  of 
Australia  as  the  honorable  member  has. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  see  a  lot  of  Australia  in  order 
to  becmne  a  competent  judge  of  wire  net- 
ting; but  in  reply  to  the  honorable  mem- 
ber, I  may  say  that  I  have  visited  all  the 
States  of  the  Commonwealth  with  the  ex- 
cepticHi  of  Tasmania,  and  that  I  have  also 
b^n  to  New  Zealand.  Still  I  should  not 
pose  as  a  judge  of  wire  netting  if  I  did 
not  know  something  about  it. 

Mr,  PoYNTON. — Tht  honorable  member 
did  not  know  until  to-day  that  it  is  used 
chiefly  by  the  fanners. 

Sir  WtLUAu  Lyne. — That  statement  is 
not  correct  so  far  as  New  South  Wales  is 
concerned. 

Mr.  FOSTER. — The  honorable  member 
for  Grey  is  referring  to  a  private  conver- 
sation which  I  had  with  him  this  morn- 
ing, when  I  expressed  surprise  that  in  his 
electorate  there  was  a  district  in  which 
very  small  holdings  were  enclosed  with 
wire  netting. 

Mr.  BatChelor. — In  some  parts  of 
South  Australia  gardens  are  so  enclosed. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— But  not  as  a  protec- 
tion against  rabbits. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Certainly. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— The  interjection  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Grey  was 
scarcely  fair.  I  am  well  aware  that  far- 
mers use  wire  netting.  Those  engaged  in 
mixed  farming  in  manv  parts  of  New 
South  Wales  use  it;  but  I  was  not  aware 
until  to-day  that  very  smalt  holdings  in 
closely-settled  districts  in  South  Australia 
are  enclosed  in  this  wsv.  In  the  circum- 
starKcs,  I  think  thaf  I  am  justified  in 
claiming  the  vote  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber for  Grev,  in  favour  of  these  duties  in 
order  that  his  constituents  may  secure  an 
effective  netting  at  a  cheap  rate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — In  my  electorate 
it  is  even  necessary  to  enclose  cemeteries 
with  wire  netting. 

Mr.  FOSTER.- Then,  T  siso  claim  the 
honorable  member's  vote  for  these  duties, 


for  if  the  cemeteries  in  his  electorate  are 
enclosed  with  fences  made  of  imported 
wire  he  will  soon  find  the  rabbits  making 
their  way  into  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — ^That  is  not  our 
experience. 

Mr.  FOSTER.— In  conclusion,  I  would 
urge  upon  honorable  members  that  the 
chief  point  to  be  ctxisidered  after  all  is 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain 
local  competiticm  in  <xder  that  we  may 
have  'a  good  article.  I  think  we  shall 
find  that  in  the  l(Hig  run  Australian  wire 
netting  is  the  cheapest. 

Question — That  the  requested  amend- 
ment, making  item  186  (Wire  Netting), 
free,  be  not  made — put.  The  Committee 
divided. 


Ayes 
Noes 


Majority 


Carr,  E.  S. 

Chanter,  J.  M. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 

Coon,  J. 

Crouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 

Kislicr,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  £. 
Harper,  R. 
Knox,  W. 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Thom'^• 
Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Olynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Kugue*.  \V.  M 
Irvine,  W.  H. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 


Fairbaim,  O. 
Kingston,  C-  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
M  auger,  S, 
McDougall,  T.  K. 
Watson,  J.  C. 
Fraier,  C.  E. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Quick,  Sir  John 
Thomson,  John 


25 
26 


Avis. 

Lyne,  Sir  William 
Mahon,  H. 
Maloaey,  W.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
O'Malley  King 
Storrer,  D. 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins.  D. 
W;iks,  W.  H. 
Wise.  G.  H. 

Teltrrs: 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Hutchison*'  J. 

Noes. 

Liddell.  F. 
Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  1. 
Page.  J- 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A, 
Reid.  G.  H. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Henry 

TcU,-rs  : 
Bowdcn,  K.  K. 
Webster.  W.  ■ 

PaIKS. 

Wilson.  J.  G. 
Edwards.  R. 
Fysh.  Sir  Philip 
Smith,  BiiKc 
Sinclair,  H. 
Thomas,  J. 
Wynne.  A. 
Ba'tchcU.r,  E.  1.. 
Bam  ford.  F.  W. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Irvine,  Hans 


Question  so  ^B^lved  gA^n^tiv 
Requested  amendrhent  maae.  p 
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Requested  amendments  in  item  1 88 
(Ammonia  Condenser  Coils),  in  item  189 
(Metal  Plates),  in  item  191  (Aiuminiimi, 
&c.),  in  item  193  (Anodes,  Sec),  in  item 
195  (Brass),  and  in  item  198  (Copper), 
made. 

Item  205.  Locks,  including  knobi,  keys,  es- 
cutcheons, and  transom  catches,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff)  5  per  cent.,  (United  Kingdom)  free. 

Requests.— l.ea.ve  out  "  Locks,  including  " ; 
in-iert  "(a)"  before  the  word  "knobs,"  and 
"window"'  after  '•  pscutcheons "  and  new  para- 
(jraph— Mn)  I^cfcs,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff)  20 
per  cent.,  (United  Kingdom)  1$  per  cent.  To 
t-oine  into  operation  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
proclamation.  Proclamation  to  issue  so  soon,  as 
a  ioint  address  has  been  passed  on  the  motion  of 
Ministers  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  stat- 
ing that  the  manufacture  is  sufficiently  estab- 
lished in  the  Commonwealth ;  but  until  the 
issue  of  such  proclamation,  Locks  free." 

Motion  (by  Sir  WitUAM  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested   amendment  be  made. 

Mr,  STORRLR  (Bass)  [3.1].— I  hope 
that  the  Government  will  see  its  way  to 
bring  tlie  proposed  duties  on  locks  into 
operation  at  once,  instead  of  allowing  them 
to  come  into  operation  at  sane  future  date, 
as  requested.  It  will  be  a  long  time  be- 
fore we  are  again  considering  a  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.2]. — I  should  Mke  to  bring  the 
duties  into  operation  at  once ;  but  I  have 
mored  that  the  requested  amendment  be 
made,  because  I  understand  that  it  is  only 
in  this  form  that  it  will  be  agreed  to  by 
the  Senate'  A  similar  stipulation  has 
been  inserted  in  other  items.  If  ■  the 
stipulation  is  not  arc.'pted.  it  may  be  found 
impossible  to  get  the  dutv  agreed  to  at 
all. 

Mr.  W.4TKIXS  (Newcastle)  [3-3l~ 
This  is  the  first  instance  in  which  we  have 
l)een  askied  to  consider  a  request  for 
<luties  to  be  brought  into  operation  on  a 
flate  to  be  fixed  by  proclamation.  What 
is  proposed  is  virtually  a  reopening  of 
the  Tariff  from  time  to  time  for  the  benefit 
of  certain  industries.  But  why  should 
some  industries  be  treated  differently  from 
others?  In  one  State  industries  get  duties 
of  30  and  40  per  cent.,  and  why  should 
imlustries  in  other  States  be  treated  dif- 
fcrentlv?  I  am  tired  of  the  geographical 
protection  which  is  being  voted.  If  locks 
can  be  made  in  Tasmania,  and  the  pro- 
jfosed  duties  will  protect  and  encourage 
the  imiustrv .  why  should  ihe  duties  not  be 
brought  into  force  at  the  earliest  pos.Mble 
moment? 

Sir  William  Lyke. — I  have  made  in- 
quiries,  and   have  ascertained   that  the 


Senate  would  not  ccmcur  in    any  other 
amendment. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— No  doubt  that  isso; 
but  I  wish  to  know  which,  in  regard  to 
Tariff  matters,  is  to  be  the  stronger  Hogse. 
All  industries  should  be  treated  alike,  and 
this,  or  SOTie  other  Government,  will  have 
to  take  a  stand  in  the  matter.  If  a  divi- 
sion is  called  for,  I  shall  vote  for  a  modi- 
fication, to  bring  the  duties  into  force  at 
the  earliest  moment  possible. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [3-4].— I  am 
not  opposed  to  the  free  importation  of 
lorks ;  but  the  proposal  which  the  Trea- 
surer has  made  is  an  extraordinary  one. 
How  any  protectionist — and  there  is  a 
large  protectionist  majority  in  the  Com- 
mittee  

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  not  apparent 
just  now.  The  South  Australian  repre- 
sentatives did  not  vote  f<x  protecti(»i  in  the 
last  division. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Some  hwiorable  mem- 
bers vote  free-trade  for  their  owa  elec- 
torates, and  it  is  time  the  people  knew 
what  is  being  done. 

Mr.  REID. — If  an  occasional  glimpse 
of  reason  indures  honorable  members  to 
vote  according  to  my  way  of  thinking,  I 
have  no  cause  to  be  angry.  It  is  extra- 
ordinary, however,  to  ^opose  that  the  lock- 
makers  of  Australia  should  be  treated  dif- 
ferratly  from  those  connected  with  other 
industries.  They  are  to  be  given  protec- 
tion only  after  they  have  put  their  busi- 
ness in  a  sound  position. 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  take  it  that  locks  are 
being  made  here  now. 

Mr.  REID.— I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Storrer. — Yes.  They  were  made 
in  Tasmania,  before  Federation,  under  a 
duty  of  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  REID. — Were  I  a  protectionist,  1 
should  mcourage  by  duties  the  manufac- 
ture of  locks.  I  should  not  ask  the  lock- 
makers  to  fight  their  battle  on  free-trade 
lines,  offering  them  duties  wh«i  they  no 
longer  needed  them.  Duties  are  generallv 
proposed  for  the  encotiragement  ind  pro- 
tection of  industries  not  properly  estab- 
lished. Probably  the  reascm  for  this 
proposal  is  that  locks  are  not  made 
here,  or  that  only  a  few  are  made, 
and  that  they  are  looked  upon  as 
necessaries  in  other  industries,  which  there- 
fore should  be  allowed  to  cc»ne  in  free- 
If  the  Treasurer  is  prepared  to  make  the 
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Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.8]-— 
1  should  like  to  vote  for  duties  on  locks ; 
but  this  seems  a  silly  proposal. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — If  the  honorable 
member  wishes  to  destroy  another  indus- 
Iry,  he  will  vote  against  the  motion,  A 
similar  stipulati<xi  has  been  made  in  several 
orher  items. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— Plow  can  atf  in- 
dustry be  destroyed,  if  it  is  not  yet  es- 
tablished? The  Treasurer  ought  not  to 
get  angr)-. 

Sir  William  Lyne  — I  cannot  help  it, 
when  protectionists  vote  against  protective 
proposals. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— T  was  sent  here 
to  give  effect  to  my  opinions,  not  to  those 
of  the  Treasurer,  who  ought  not  to  show 
temper  merely  because  he  had  not  a  ma- 
jority on  a  recent  proposal. 

Sir  WiLUAH  Lyne. — I  am  angry  be- 
cause men  who  say  that  they  are  protec- 
tionists have  voted  against  fffotection. 

Mr.  Watkins. — It  is  not  a  matter  of 
opinion,  but  of  action. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— My  actions  fol- 
low my  opiniMis. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  so. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — Few  men  in  the 
Chamber  are  more  consistent. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.  — The  requested 
amendment  is  al»UTd.  Whv  should  we 
agree  to  what  no  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee can  find  a  reason  for?  Does  the 
Treasurer  say  that  it  is  part  of  the  protec- 
tiomst  policy  to  allow  industries  to  be  es- 
tablished under  free-trade,  and  then  to 
impose  protective  duties? 

Sir  Wiluam  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  voted  for  division  VIa.  of  the 
Tariff. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  a  dif- 
ferent matter. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  again  appeal  to 
honorable  members  not  to  carry  on  conver- 
sations across  the  chamber.  It  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  honorable  member  for' 
Boothbv  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  '  BATCHELOR.— I  remind  the 
Treasurer  that  it  is  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment proposal  to  establish  the  iron  indus- 
try by  means  of  bounties,  and  that  that 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world.  If 
he  will  say  that  the  Government  intend  to 
propose  a  bounty  in  connexion  with  the 
industry  now  under  consideration,  he  will 
have  some  justification  for  asking  protec- 
tionists to  vote  for  this  proposal.  No 


parallel  can  be  drawn  between  this  industry 
and  the  iron  industry.  What  is  proposed 
here  is  that  this  industry  sbould  be  al- 
lowed to  get  alcxig  as  best  it  can  and  with- 
out any  protection  until  it  is  established, 
and  then  after  it  has  been  establ  ished 
we  are  to  impose  protective  duties  to  assist 
it. 

"Sir  William  Lyne. — Let  the  honorable 
member  vote  to  make  the  item  free. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— That  is  what  the 
Government  propose. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — They  do  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR.— The  Treasurer  is 
to-day  proposing  that  these  locks  shall  be 
admitted  free  of  duty  until  the  industry  for 
their  manufacture  i&  sufficiently  established 
to  be  able  to  get  along  without  anv  pro- 
tecticm  at  all.  I  am  not  finding  fault  with 
the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  do  not  know 
what  else  the  honorable  member  is  doing. 

Mx.  BATCHELOR.— The  boot  is  on 
the  other  leg.  It  is  the  Treasurer  who  is 
finding  fault  with  me.  I  am  finding  fault 
with  the  proposal  tKat  ccxnes  to  us  from 
the  Senate,  and  the  Minister  is  not  respon- 
sible for  that.  The  fact  that  a  (proposal 
might  be  described  as  protectionist  should 
not  be  sufiicient  to  induce  the  Committee  to 
accept  it,  if  at  the  same  time  it  is  shown 
that  it  is  nonsensical  and  illdgical. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE  (Flinders)  [3.1.^]. 
— It  has-been  suggested  by  the  Treasurer 
that  there  is  sane  analogy  between  this 
extraordinary  proposal  and  that  set  out 
at  the  (X)mmencement  of  Division  VIa. 
I  submit  that  there  is  no  sudi  anal<^,  and 
no  connexion  of  any  kind  between  them. 
The  proposal  made  in  connexion  with  Divi- 
sion VIa.  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
some  uncertainty  as  to  whether  we  should 
adopt  a  policy  of  bounties  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of 
iron  or  impose  protective  duties.  The 
proposal  of  the  Government  in  the 
matter — and  whether  it  is  logical  or  not, 
I  am  not  at  present  concerned  to  in- 
quire— was  that  we  should  first  of  all  en- 
courage the  industry  by  means  of  substan- 
tial bounties,  and  that  when  with  that  en- 
couragement it  reached  certain  proportiwis 
Ave  should  abolish  the  bounties,  and  im- 
pose protective  duties.  In  any  circum- 
stances, it  is  an  unfortunate  thing  to  have 
to  resort  to  this  particular  mode  of  legis- 
lation, and  such  a  course  could  only  be 
justified  by  some  such  condition  of  affairs 
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as  exists  in  connexion  with  the  manufac- 
ture of  iron,  because  of  the  difficultv  we 
have  in  deciding  whether  we  should  en- 
courage its  manufacture  by  means  of  boun- 
ties or  by  protective  duties.  I  think  that 
a  great  many  homwable  members  on  both 
sides  are  dissatisfied  with  the  pit^>osaI» 
even  in  those  circumstances. 

Mr.  Reid. — ^What  duties  did  the  Go- 
vernment propose  on  locks  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  shall  refer  to 
tl^em  in  a  momerU.  I  wish  to  say  that  to 
deal  with  a  single  item  in  the  wav  here 
proposed  is  to  keep  the  Tariff  open.  By 
the  course  proposed,  although  we  are  sup- 
posed to  have  settled  the  whole  question 
of  the  Tariff,  an  invitation  would  be  offered 
for  a  renewed  discussion  of  this  particular 
item,  and  it  would  be  left  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  reopen  the  consideration  of  this 
portion  of  the  Tariff,  and  throw  the  House 
into  the  turmoil  of  a  Tariff  debate  at 
any  time  they  might  feel  disposed  to  do 
so.  Such  a  proposal  should  not  be  accepted 
without  the  gravest  reasons  being  advanced 
in  support  of  it.  We  have  heard  a  gootl 
deal  of  talk  from  the  Treasurer,  and  from 
some  honorable  members  suppOTting  him, 
about  the  character  of  the  votes  we  have 
given,  and  about  changing  our  views  in  re- 
spect to  votes  we  gave  on  some  of  these 
items  when  they  were  previously  before  the 
Cmnmittee. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Hear,  hear.  I 
should  be  ashamed  of  such  conduct. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Treasurer  whether  he  considers  that 
as  a  matter  of  political  consistency  we 
should,  in  dealing  with  suggestions  com- 
ing from  the  Senate,  always  vofa  in 
the  same  way  as  we  voted  when  the  matter 
affected  by  a  request  of  the  Senate  was 
before  us  in  the  first  instance. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — An  honest  poli- 
tician would  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  that  be  so, 
1  presume  that  it  will  be  admitted  that  it 
would  be  an  equally  necessary  part  of  con- 
sistent conduct  in  the  members  of  the  Senate 
that  they  should  vote  in  the  same  wav  as 
they  previously  \oted,  when  their  requests 
are  sent  back  to  them. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  only 
wriggling. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.-  I  had  to  tell  the 
Minister  only  a  little  time  ago  that  he  very 
freiuentiv  mistakes  insolence  for  argument. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — We  do  not  get  ar- 
gument from  t!ie  honorable  meml^er. 


Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
gentleman  does  not  know  what  argument  is^ 

though,  perhaps,  he  is  quite  aware  of  what 
insolence  is. 

Mr.  Hedges. — I  do  not  think  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  understands  that 
either. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  hope  for  the 
honorable  gentleman's  own  credit  that  he 
does  not  fully  realize  how  far  he  some- 
times goes  in  that  direction. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  am  not  corKemed 
about  the  honorable  member's  view  of  what 
would  be  to  my  credit. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  Minister  has 
threatened  us  with  the  statement  that  we 
shall  be  destroying  an  industry  which  has 
been  started  here  bv  voting  against  this 
proposal. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne. — So  hixiorable  mem- 
bers will. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— What  did  the 
Government  themselves  do  in  this  mat-  , 
ter  ?  Here  we  have  an  industry  in 
such  a  struggling  condition  as  not  to 
be  entitled  to  protection  jet,  but 
which  we  are  invited  to  beliere  will  be 
entitled  to  protecticMi  at  strnie  time  when 
the  Minister  chooses  to  take  the  necessary 
action.  After  going  fully  into  the  whole 
matter  of  the  Tariff  with  the  report  of  tlie 
Tariff  Commission  before  them.  Ministers 
deliberatelv  brought  down  to  this  House 
a  Tariff  in  which  they  proposed  Icx-ks, 
including  knobs,  ke\s,  escutcheons,  and 
staples  should  be  dutiable  at  onlv  5  \yex 
cent,  under  the  general  TarifT,  and  free 
if  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — ^Hear,  hear  ! 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Where  is  the 
honorable  gentleman's  political  COTisistencv 
now  ?  Where  was  this  struggling  industn- 
when  that  decision  was  arrived  at  ?  Did  the 
honorable  gentleman  look  into  this  matter 
at  all  before  he  brought  down  the  Tariff? 

Mr.  Watkins. — Perhaps  the  T;iriff  Com- 
missi'on  did  not  look  into  it. 

Mr.  AV.  H.  IRVINE.  —  I  remind  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle  that  when 
honorable  members  were  urging  the  <io- 
vernment  to  hasten  the  consideration  of  the 

Tariff  they  were  told  that  the  Government 
could  not  accept  the  conclusions  even  of  the 
protectionist  section  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission without  going  carefully  into  all  the 
items  themselves.  Did  they  look  into  this 
item  ?  \ 
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Mr.  Storrer. — This  industry  is  not  es- 
tablished in  either  Melbourne  or  Sydney, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  know  abcnit  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Coining  from  a 
<k>veranient  supporter  that  is  about  the  most 
extraordinary  criticism  I  have  heard.  I 
think  that  the  Minister  ought  to  be  a  little 
ashamed  of  his  talk  about  inconsistency. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  ought  to  look  at  home  for  his. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
for  Flinders  should  be  an  authority  on  in- 
consistency, in  view  of  the  last  few  votes 
he  has  given. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVIXE.— I  fail  to  see  how 
the  honwable  member  can  justify  that 
statement. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The,  honorable  member 
knows  that  he  has  changed  his  >-otes. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.  —  Of  course  I 
have  changed  my  TOtes.  I  say  that  it  is  our 
<l«ty  here,  in  ccmsidering  suggestions  of  the 
Senate,  not  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  bound 
hand  and  foot  by  the  decisions  at  which  we 
had  previously  arrived.  If  we  do  not  take 
up  that  attitude  we  might  just  as  well  say 
1  that  we  will  not  consider  the  Senate's  sug- 
gestions at  all. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member 
is  not  so  much  opposed  to  the  protection  of 
ah  industry  if  it  is  a  Victorian  industry. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  right  of  the 
Senate  to  make  requests  or  suggestiwis  is. 
fleliberateiy  embodied  in  our  Constitution, 
and  yet  the  honorable  menil)er  would  con- 
tend that  it  is  our  duty  as  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  flout  the  re- 
rjuests  of  the  Senate.  Is  that  the  honorable 
member's  idea  of  the  relation  which  should 
exist  between  the  two  Houses  ? 

Mr.  Watkins.  —  Apparently  diverse 
courses  should  be  followed  in  dealing  with 
the  acceptance  or  modification  of  amend- 
ments requested  by  the  Senate,  according 
to  whether  they  affect  an  industry  in  an 
honorable  member's  electorate  or  in  some 
other  State. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  do  not  think 
that  the  honorable  member  can  make  against 
me  the  accusation  implied  in  fiis  r«narks. 
'Mr.  Watkins. — I  do,  plainly  enough. 
Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— What  is  the  in- 
stance to  which  the  honorable  member  re- 
fers ? 

Mr.  Watkins.  —  Take  the  honorable 
member's  last  vote  on  wire  netting.  That 
did  not  affect  a  Vic^an  industry. 

Afr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  was  assured 
by  those  who  i^present  the  interests  of  the 


people  concerned — but  we  are  not  allowed 
to  discuss' past  votes. 

Mr.  Watkins. — The  honorable  member  . 
asked  me  for  an  instance,  and  I  have  given 
him  one. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— I  need  not  enter 
into  details,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  explain 
my  votes.  I  shall  be  prepared  to  justify 
the  votes  I  ha\'e  given  in  the  proper  place; 
but  I  wish  to  tell  the  Treasurer  that  to 
assume,  as  he  does,  that  honorable  members 
are  guilty  of  some  sort  of  political  incon- 
sistency if  they  chance  the  votes  thev  gave 
in  the  firs^  instanre  upon  any  item  when 
that  item  comes  before  them  again  upon 
a  request  received  from  the  Senate,  is 
practically  to  contend  that  the  Senate  has 
IK>  right  to  make  any  suggestttms. 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson. — The  Govern- 
ment have  changed  their  attitude  in  regard 
to  this  item. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Quite  so ;  and 
we  ought  not  to  assume  that  it  shows  con- 
sistencv  to  vote  for  the  same  duties  as  be- 
fore, and  that  there  is  nothing  whatever  to 
consider  in  the  requests  sent  to  us  b\  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Is  the  honorable  mem- 
ber of  opinion  that  the  Sennto  should  abso- 
lutely have  a  power  amounting  to  amend- 
ment of  a  Tariff  in  detail? 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— The  honorable 
member  asks  me  a  question  which  I  think 
may  be  relevant  to  the  matter  before  us. 
The  Senate  has  not  the  power  of  amend- 
ment, but  onlv  the  power  of  suggesting 
amendments,  though,  jjfrr.sonally,  I  think 
there  is  very  little  difference  in  substance 
between  the  two;  and  I  make  the  honorable 
member  a  present  of  that  admission.  But 
whatever  the  power  means,  it  is  part  of  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  Senate ;  and 
surely  it  is  our  duty  to  ,it  least  give  a 
courteous  consideration  to  the  suggestions 
made? 

Mr.  Watkins. — I  do  not  obiect  to  that ; 
I  only  say  it  is  funny  how  the  rotes  are 
given. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— Tf  the  honor- 
able member  means  to  infer  that  honorable 
members  ,?re  governed  bv  ron  si  derations  as 
between  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria, 
nnd  sn  on,  I  have  no  answer  :  all  I  can 
do  is  to  assure  him  that  I  am  not  governed 
by  any  considerations  of  the  kind.  When 
we  find  the  Treasurer,  haWng  originally  in- 
troduced this  item  to  be  subject  to  a  dutv 
of  5  per  cent,  and  free,  deliberately 
threatening  honorable  members  on  both  sides 
with  all  the  terro^j^g^^^f.^Qgcllgl'Jre  if 
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they  do  not  at  <xice  vote  for  his  proposal 
there  is  only  one  of  two  views  open  to  us — 
either  that  the  Minister  did  not  go  into  this 
item  as  he  said  he  had  d<xie,  or  that  he  has 
discovered,  since  he  introdiK^d  the  Tariff, 
that  this  is  a  struggling  industry  which  re- 
quires protection. 

Mr.  Reid. — A  duty  of  5  per  cent,  and 
free  is  not  protectionist,  but  a  revenue  duty 
of  the  lowest  kind. 

Mr.  W.  H.  IRVINE.— If  there  is  a 
struggling  industry,  let  the  Treasurer  pro- 
pose to  strike  out  all  the  omditional  words, 
and  I  shall  vote  with  him.  If  the  Trea- 
surer can  show  me  now,  notwithstanding 
what  the  Ministry  have  done,  that  there  is 
any  considerable  industry  here  which  ought 
to'be  protected,  I  shall  vote  for  the  duty 
without  conditicm.  But  the  Government 
have  no  right  to  adopt  their  present  atti- 
tude towards  honorable  members,  who  are 
endeavouring  to  do  their  duty  just  as  much 
as  is  the  Treasurer. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  the 
-honcffable  member  is. 

Mr.  W:  H.  IRVINE— The  Treasurer 
ought  to  give  us  particulars  showing  that 
there  is  an  industry  here,  the  approximate 
number  of  employes,,  and  the  rate  of  out- 
put; and  if  he  can  prove  that  there  is  any 
rea!  claim  for  protection,  I,  for  one,  shall 
vote  for  the  duty  without  qualification.  If 
the  Minister  cannot  give  us  that  informa- 
tion, I  shall  vote  for  wiping  the  duty  out 
altogether. 

Mr.  HARPER  (Mernda)  [3.25].— The 
Treasurer  ought,  I  think,  to  listen  to  those 
who<  take  exception  to  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion. It  is  most  objectionable  to  have  con- 
diii<Mial  protection,  leaving  it  within  the 
power  of  the  Ministry,  at  any  particular 
juncture,  to  ask  Parliament  to  declare  that 
a  manufacture  is  sufficiently  established  to 
justify  a  duly.  The  honorable  member 
for  Koothby  was  perfectly  right  when  he 
!>aid  that  if  an  industry  can  be  brought  into 
(existence  without  a  duty,  it  is  a  strange  pro- 
posal to  afTord  protecticm  at  a  time  when 
protection  is  not  needed.  PerscHially,  I 
cannot  conceive  a  better  way  of  preventing 
an  industry  )>eing  established  than  such  a 
condition  as  that  suggested  ;  because  no  one 
will  enter  into  an  industry  with  the  prospect 
of  facing  a  battle  in  two  House  of  Par- 
t  lament ,  in  order  to  show  that  it  is 
sufiicientlv  established  to  justify  a  dutv.  I 
suggest  to  the  Treasurer  that  he  ought  to 
make  up  his  mind  to  accept  a  duly  of  zo 
per  cent,  or,  perhaps,  some  lower  figure. 


and  to  abandon  this  excrescence  on  the 
Tariff.  The  proposed  conditions  are  a 
new  departure,  and,  quite  apart  from  other 
considerations,.  I  think  honorable  members 
ought  to  set  their  faces  against  it.  There 
should  be  a  protective  duty  or  there  should 
not  be;  and  we  ought  to  decide  the  ques- 
t\on  on  its  merits.  The  request  of  the 
Senate  introduces:  a  mpst  insidious  and 
dangerous  principle.  As  a  protectionist,  I 
am  prepared  to  vote  for  a  duty. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme. — The  item  will  not 
be  passed  without  ihe  condition,  and  we 
shall  lose  the  whole  ! 

Mr.  HARPER.— Then  the  Senate  

Sir  William  Lyme. — It  is  of  no  use 
throwing  the  responsibility  on  the  Senate ! 

Mr.  HARPER— We  are  responsible  for 
our  own  actions,  and  not  for  the  actions  of 
another  place.  If  this  request  be  insisted 
Ml,  and  sent  back  to  us,  it  wiJ!  l)e  for  us 
to  do  our  .duty.  But  I  do  not  believe  in 
anticipating  anv  difficulties  of  the  kind. 
The  Senate  has  the  constitutional  right 
to  suggest  amendments ;  and  we  ought 
not  to  take  up  the  position  that 
honOTable  members  are  bound,  in  e^'ery 
case,  to  vote  in  a  specific  way.  The 
circumstances  are  now  quite  different ;  and 
to  insist  on  such  a  course,  would  be  carry* 
ing  the  claim  for  consistency  rather  too  far. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.28]. — I  regret  very  much  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  the  htmorable  member  for 
Memda.  My  duty  is  to  get  the  Tariff 
through,  if  possible,  in  a  proper  way,  and 
whatever  the  action  of  the  Seniate  mav  be, 
I  desire  to  have  a  good  Tari£F. 

Mr.  Harper.— This  conditi(m  is  not  a 

principle  of  a  good  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Honorable 
members  opposite  do  not  .desire  to  influence 
this  i;em  so  much  as  the  item  of  oil,  and 
five  or  six  others  to  be  considered  later. 
What  honorable  members  opposite  wish  is 
to  have  a  vote  now  which  will  pledge  hon- 
orable members  against  the  principle  of 
imposing  a  condition  of  this  kind. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  Treasurer 
never  proposed  such  a  condition  in  the 
original  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Never  mind 
what  I  did.  The  right  bwiorable  member 
for  Swan  turned  himself  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  he  ought  to  have  been  here  to 
help  us.  What  I  desire  to  do  is  to  with- 
draw the  motim,  with  a  view  of  submitting 
it  in  another  form.  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion.  r^r^^rf]i^ 

Digitized  by  ^ OOy  It 


Customs 


[i  May,  1908.3  Tariff  Bill. 


10781 


Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [3.3o]-— I 
wish  to  point  out  the  part  which  the 
Treasurer  is  playing  in  this  Tariff.  He 
would  lead  people  outside  to  believe  that 
he  had  proposed  a  stiff  protective  duty  on 
locks  in  his  Tariff,  and  that  the  Senate  had 
played  tricks  with  his  original  proposition, 
and  brought  about  this  disaster  to  the  cause 
c»t  protection.  The  fact  is  that  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  Tariff  as  introduced  by 
themselves,  proposed  not  one  shred  of  pro- 
tection for  the  lock  industry  of  Australia. 
They  proposed  a  revenue  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  on  locks  made  outside  the  Mother 
CcHintry,  and  absolute  free-trade  in  locks 
made  in  the  Mother  Country.  They  could 
not  have  proposed  a  lower  revenue  duty 
than  they  did. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — It  was  not  even 
intended  as  a  revenue  duty.  It  is  the  basis 
of  all  the  free  items. 

Mr.  REID.— The  idea  of  the  5  per  cent, 
duties  in  the  general  Tariff  was  to  give  a 
preference  to  the  Mother  Country  of  5  per 
cent.  In  some  instances  the  preference  is 
more,  but  5  per  cent,  is  the  lowest  re\enue 
duty  proposed. 

Mr.  HuHE  Cook..— How  much  prefer- 
ence would  the  hcKiorable  member  have 
given? 

Mr.  REID.— May  I  ask  the  Treasurer's 
understudy  to  leave  me  alone  for  a 
moment?  I  wish  to  show  the  utter  ab- 
surdity and  bluff  of  making  out  that  the 
Senate  has  done  something  against  the  Go- 
vernment's Tariff  when  the  Senate  has  ac- 
tually increased  the  Government's  proposal 
of  5  per  cent,  and  free  to  20  per  cent,  and 
15  per  cent.,  but  have  added  a  condition, 
to  which  I  drew  attention  first,  and  which 
involves  a  pernicious  principle  from  every 
pwint  of  view. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber vote  fcH-  imposing  the  duty  at  once  ? 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member  al- 
ways speaks  by  way  of  interjection.  If 
the  honorable  member  will  allow  me,  I 
wish  to  speak  for  myself.  From  a  pro- 
tectionist point  of  view,  it  is  ridiculous  to 
ask  an  Australian  industry  to  establish  it- 
self under  free- trade  conditions  in  the  hope 
of  getting  protectitMi  after  it  has  done  with- 
out it.  Look  at  the  position  it  puts  indus- 
tiies  in.  They  come  to  the  House  ior  a 
joint  address  that  they  are  sufficiently  es- 
tablished. Then,  from  my  point  of  view, 
I  should  be  fairly  entitled  to  say  :  "They 
have  established  themselves  under  the  terms 
of  the  Tariff  without  a  duty.    What  is  the 
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need  of  giving  them  a  duty  now?"  It 
would,  therefore,  not  be  fair  fnm  any 
point  of  view,  and  certainly  not  from  a 
protectionist  point  of  view,  to  adopt  the 
Senate's  suggestion.  Why  should  the  lock 
manufacturers  have  to  vindicate  themselves 
and  establish  themselves  before  they  get 
any  help? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — A  lot  the  honor^le 
member  cares  for  them. 

Mr.  REID.— That  is  a  Mother  Gamp 
sort  of  interruption.  The  Treasurer  is 
playing  the  old  woman  this  aft(^o(Hi. 
What  is  the  matter  with  him?  Will  not 
some  of  the  supporters  of  the  Government 
agree  to  follow  him  ?  Are  they  standing 
out  ?  It  seems  to  be  a  case  of  political 
lockjaw  which  is  disagreeing  with  the 
honorable  member.  Frcxn  a  protectionist 
point  of  view  this  is  a  ridiculous  pro- 
position. That  is  a  matter  more  for 
other  honorable  members  than  myself,-  but 
on  a  general  ground,  upon  which  protec- 
tionists and  free-traders  alike  ought  to 
meet,  it  is  a  pernicious  principle  that  the 
Tariff  should  be  liable  to  be  re-opened  at 
any  time,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
struggle  over  an  industry  which  comes  to 
Parliament  for  assistance.  That  is  the 
scat  of  thing  that  leads  to  lobbying. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine. — And  re-opened  at 
the  instance  of  an  interested  individual. 

Mr.  REID.— That  individual  has  to  go 
to  the  Government.  There  is  a  struggle 
with  the  Government  first,  and  then  there 
is  a  struggle  in  the  Ic^bies  and  in  Parlia- 
ment. If  honwable  members  want  to 
give  an  industry  protection,  let  them  give 
it  straight  out  at  Mice.  If  they  want  to 
protect,  Jet  them  protect.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  condition  proposed  by  the 
Senate. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  the  Treasurer  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  motion? 

Mr.  WiLKS. — I  object.  There  is  a  big 
principle  at  stake. 

Mx.  HUGHKS  rWest  Sydney)  [3.36]. 
— What  has  the  Treasurer  withdrawn? 

Sit  William  Lyme. — I  have  not  with- 
drawn anything  yet. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— Since  locks  can  be 
made  very  easily  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  much  capital,  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  we  agree  to  the  request  as  it 
stands,  we  practically  say  to  a  man :  *'  You 
start  the  industry,  and  when  you  have 
started  it  we  will  give  you  a  protection  of 
20  and  15  iper  cent."    Wittjin  three  months 
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any  man  with  from  jQiS^  to  ^£^00  could 
come  back  to  this  Chamber,  and  say :  **  I . 
am  in  a  position  to  demand  the  protection 
that  you  prOTnised."    What  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  Senate  was  that  the  industry  should 
be  placed  in  such  a  position  as  to  be  worthy 
of  some  sort  of  suppcwt.  Their  proposition 
is  not  so  ridiculous  as  it  appears  at  first 
sight,  because  no  industry  does  receive  pro- 
tecti<xi  in  Australia  unless  it  is  struggling 
on  to  its  feet.    When  it  is  said  that  an  in- 
dustry ought  to  receive  protection,'  what  is 
the  objection  that  is  urged  against  it  fnnn 
the  stand-point  of  the  free-trader?    It  is 
that  there  is  no  such  industry.    On  another 
occasion  it  will  be  said  "  There  are  only 
twenty  men,  or  three  men  and  a  boy, 
employed    in   the    industry ;    it    is  one 
which  should  not  be  protected,  because 
it    employs    so    few    persons."  But 
directly   a  man  comes  forward   with  a 
statesient  to  the  effect  that  he  empkn-s 
50,  60,  100,  or  500  men  in  an  industry, 
then,  from  the  protectionist  stand-point,  a 
case  is  made  out  fat  the  grant  of  some  pro- 
tectiOT.    The  mere  fact  that  the  industry 
is  cMi  its  feet  does  not  take  away  the  right 
Kif  the  manufacturer  to  be  protected.  There- 
fore, I  do  not  see  anything  very  absurd  in 
the  proposition.     I  apprehend  that  there 
is  absolutely  nothing  to   prevent   a  man 
froni  competing  as  readily  with  cheap  locks 
as  with  cheap  bools.    1  shu.ll  not  vote  few 
the  proposition,  because,  from  mv  stand- 
point, it  is  perfectly  absurd.    If  this  re- 
quest be  acceded  to,  it  will  be  inviting  a 
man  to  invest  ;^i,ooo  in  an  industry,  and 
at  the   end   of   three   mcmths   to  come 
to  Parliament   for  some   ivotection.  If 
a  protectionist  Ministry  be  then  in  office 
with     a    majority    at     its     back,  the 
promise  will  have  to  be  kept.     We  shall 
called  upon  to  grant  to  that  man  a  pro- 
tection which  we  are  not  prepared  to  con- 
cede at  the  present  time.    If  we  are  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  duties  of  20  and  15 
per  cent.,  or  5  per  cent,  and  free,  let  us 
do  so  at  once.     A  duty  of  5  per  cent,  is 
no  prmection  to  an  industry.    If  the  leader 
of  the  OppositiCHi  had  been  in  oflBce,  I  hiMt- 
no  doubt  that  he  would  have  agreed  to  giv* 
duties  of  10  and  5  per  cent.   Those  would 
be  fair  revenue  duties.     I  suggest  to  the 
Treasurer     that,    instead    of    asking  for 
duties  of  20  and    1 5    per   cent,  with  an 
absurd  pioviso.  he  should  be  prepared  to 
take    duties    of     10    and    5    per  cent. 
If  he  will  agree  to  adopt  that  .suggestion, 
he  will  get  revenue,  and  also  give  a  little 
protection  to  the  industry. 
Mr.  Hughes. 


Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.44].— I  should 
not  object  to  the  Treasurer  being  granted 
leave  to  withdraw  his  moticm  only  that  a 
similar  proviso  is  attached  to  the  items 
dealing  with  oils,  timber,  and  paper.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  quite  right  to  fight  the 
proposition  now.  I  am  not  at  all  con- 
cerned with  the  fiscal  side  of  if.  When  the 
Treasurer  says  that  he  wants  to  get  his 
Tariff  put  through  in  a  proper  way.  I  ask 
him  at  what  expense  does  he  intend  to 
achieve  that  object?  It  is  at  the  expaue 
of  surrendering  our  taxing  power  to  tb^ 
Senate.  By  a  very  acute  device,  it  is  tn- 
ing  to  acquire  greater  power  than  it  pos- 
sesses under  the  Constituticm. 

Mr.  Reid. — Hear,  hear  !  Under  this 
proposition  the  Senate  can  tax  or  refuse  tr> 
tax. 

Mr.  WILKS. — My  (pinion  is  that  fbe 
Treasurer,  merely  to  get  the  Tariff  put 
through  in  what  he  calls  a  proper  manwr, 
is  asking  honorable  members  to  surremkt  1 
the  taxing  powo-  of  this  House  to  the  other.  ' 
jHcsiorable  members  have  spoken  about 
suggested  amendments,  but  the  honcxablf 
member  ft>r  Flinders  has  admitted  that  the 
power  of  suggestion  is  almost  the  saine  as 
the  power  of  amendment.  If  we  accede  to 
this  request  we  shall  be  granting  further 
ix)wer  to  the  other  House.  It  wants  the 
duty  on  locks — 

To  come  into  operatioa  cn  a  dale  to  be  fixed 
by  proclamatKm.  Proclamation  to  iisue  wo  iom 
as  a  Joint  Address  has  been   passed   as  ik 

motion  of  Ministers  by  both  Houses  of  Piili^ 
ment  sta(in<;  that  the  manufacture  is  sofficiatlT 
establistietl  in  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Senate  is  pleading  for  equal  power  with 
this  House  in  matters  of  taxation.  I  for 
one  refuse  to  vote  that  we  cannot  make  a 
move  in  the  matter  of  imposing  a  dut\  ur. 
til  the  other  House  has  passed  a  resoluii'-' 
We  are  asked  by  the  Minister  to  give  to  i> 
Senate,  which  is  not  the  people's  Chaml*r. 
enual  power  with  this  House.  In  t^i- 
Tariff  the  Senate  is  seeking  to  obtain  thit 
power  in  the  case  of  four  items,  but  bo* 
nm  I  to  know  that  the  grant  of  such  power 
to  the  Senate  may  not  be  proposed  bv  tie 
Treasurer  in  the  case  of  for^-four  iteais 
in  another  Tariff  ? 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Tariff  wit^ 
become  hmeycombed  with  sudi  pnmso& 

Mr.  WILKS.— Exactly.  WTiat  is  ri* 
necessity  for  making  this  innovatioo?  I  re- 
mind honorable  members  who  grucnbie 
about  other  members  changing  thcar  votes 
that  tune,  after  all,  is  greatest  in- 
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novator.  Nothing  has  happened  to  war- 
rant the  Treasurer  in  asking  honorable 
m«nbers  to  agree  to  the  grant  of  this  ad- 
dititxial  power  to  the  Senate.  Why  should 
I  willingly  surrender  our  right  in  this  re- 
gard? The  a}minercial  aspect  of  this 
propositicm  was  put  very  clearly  by  the 
hwiorable  member  for  Mernda.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  main  jostificat^on  for  the  grant 
of  a  duty  was  to  help  an  infant  industry ; 
but  now  it  is  suggested  by  the  Treasurer 
that  an  industry  must  be  full  grown  be- 
foK  it  can  ask  for  sudi  assistance.  It 
must  be  well  established  before  it  is  en- 
titled to  take  advantage  of  this  devious 
provisicMi,  and  ask  the  two  Houses  for  a 
protective  duty.  There  will  be  no  waste 
of  time  in  discussing  this  request.  The 
Treasurer  says  that  he  wants  to  withdraw 
his  motic^  in  order  to  propose  the  inser- 
tion of  scHuething  else ;  but  if  his  sugges- 
tion were  adopted  that  would  only  get 
over  the  present  ditficulrj  .  I  want  to  know 
whether  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion  is 
to  cover  similar  requests  in  connexioa  with 
the  items  relating  to  c^s,  timber,  and 
paper.  Otherwise  it  will  only  be  wasting 
time  to  withdraw  the  motion  in  order  to 
get  over  a  difficulty  in  regard  to  locks. 
I  trust  that  if  he  is  not  willing  to  uphold 
the  constitutional  rights  of  this  House  he, 
as  a  protectiooist,  will  put  up  a  fight,  and 
be  i»epared  to  go  down  if  he  is  not  able 
to  win  a  duty  on  behalf  of  an  industry 
in  which  he  t^lieves. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [3.47].™ 
The  honorable  member  for  DajJey  has  said 
that  he  does  not  know  what  made  another 
place  send  down  the  request  in  this  form. 
I  can  supply  him  with  the  information. 
When  it  was  first  proposed  it  did  not  con- 
tain this  condition.  Owing  to  the  soii- 
citaticxis  of  the  party  which  is  sitting  in 
opposition  there,  the  condition  was  added. 

Mr.  Reid. — Are  we  entitled,  sir,  to 
discuss  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate? 
There  ought  to  be  fair  play  all  round. 
Why  should  we  on  this  side  be  kept  within 
the  rules  of  debate,  and  the  honwable 
member  allowed  to  discuss  such  matters? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— If  the  honorable 
member  is  referring  to  what  took  place  in 
the  Senate,  of  course  he  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SALMON. — On  various  occasions 
it  has  been  stated  here  frcxn  the  other  side 
that  the  Government  were  responsible  for 
certain  things  which  happened  in  another 
place.     Surely  if  those  statements  were 
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permissible  I  might  be  allowed  to  allude 
to  what  took  place  there  in  connnioi  with 
this  itein. 

Mr.  Reid. — No  otic  has  made  such  a 
statemoit  about  this  Item. 

Mr.  SALMON.— All  I  know  is  that 
ever  since  I  have  been  listening  to  honor- 
able inembers  on  the  other  side,  no  one 
has  said  other  than  that  the  Government 
were  responsible  for  the  ai^iearance  of  this 
condition  in  the  request.  No  oae  has  said 
that  it  was  made  at  the  instance  of  mem- 
bers sitting  on  the  oppositi(xi  side  of  the 
Senate,  and  not  at  the  instance  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Government  party. 

Mr.  Reid. — The  Government  were  beaten 
over  and  over  again.  A  numl")er  of  these 
suggestions  were  made  in  spite  of  them. 

Mr.  SALMON. — I  know  that  under  our 
Standing  Orders  I  am  not  mtltled  to  re{id 
from  the  debates  in  'another  place,  bat 
surely  when  it  seixis  down  a  request  this 
House  lis  not  going  to  handicap  itself  by 
refusing  to  take  any  notice  of  what  oc- 
curred there ! 

Mr.  Reid. — So  \oag  as  w*e  can  all  do 
that  I  do  not  object. 

^f^.  SALMON. — It  is  a  most  remark- 
able suggestion  on  the  part  of  the  honor- 
able member  that  we  are  to  be  blind  to 
everything  that  occurred  in  another  place. 

Mr.  Reid. — I  am  not  making  a  rule.  I 
only  want  the  rules  to  be  observed,  what- 
ever they  are. 

Mr.  SALMON.  —Does  the  honorable 
member  believe  that  there  is  a  rule  whidi 
forbids  me  to  do  that? 

Mr.  Reid. — I  may  be  wrong ;  but  I 
believe  that  there  is  a  rule  which  fcvUds 
any  one  of  us  frcun  dcnng  it. 

Mr.  SALMON.— I  am  entitled  to  say 
that  the  Government  are  not  respon»ble 
for  the  request  which  has  been  made  by 
the  Senate. 

ftir.  DuGALD  Thomson. — The  Govern- 
ment are  respcmsible  if  they  accept  that 
request. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Surely  the  other  par- 
ties to  the  arrangement  have  swne  respon- 
sibility ! 

Mr.  Reid. — An  equal  respcmsibility. 

Mr.  SAL^ION.— Then  why  is  the  right 
honcM-able  member  attemptmg  to  drive  a 
wedge  between  portions  of  his  party  ? 
This  request  did  not  emanate  from  the 
Government,  and  they  are  not  respoisiblc 
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Mr.  Joseph  Cook. — We  desire  to  get 
the  Tariff  through.  We  do  not  "stone- 
wall "  it  as  the  honorable  member  does. 

Mr.  SALMON.— Nobody  is  more 
anxious  to  complete  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  than  I  am.  *  But  so  long  as  1 
occupy  a  seat  in  this  House  I  have  a  duty 
to  those  with  whom  I  am  associa  ted. 
When  an  attempt  is  made  to  saddle  the 
Government  with  a  responsibility  which  is 
not  theirs  I  feel  it  my  dut^  to  put  the  true 
position  before  the  Committee. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Progress  reported. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Commonwealth  and  States  :  Financial 
Proposals. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— ■ 

That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  <Parramatta) 
[3. 53]. — I  desire  to  ask  the  Treasurer 
whether  he  proposes  to  submit  to  this 
House  his  scheme  for  the  adjustment  of 
the  financial  relations  of  the  States  to  the 
Commonwealth  before  submitting  it  to  the 
Premiers'  Conference?  I  think  that  a  pro- 
mise to  that  effect  was  made  scHne  time 
ago. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.54]. — The  honorable  member  is 
quite  right  when  he  says  that  :x  promise 
was  made  in  that  connexion.  The  pro- 
mise was  not  that  the  scheme  should  be 
discussed  by  this  House  liefore  being  pre- 
sented to  the  Premiers*  Conference,  but 
merely  that  it  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  I  think  T  am  safe  in  saying  that 
it  will  1)0  laid  upon  the  table  on  Tuesday 
tnext. 

Mr.    DuGALD    Thomson  Has  any 

7«:hemc  vet  been  submitted  to  the  Premiers' 
Conference  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE.— The  Prime 
Mimster  and  myself  attended  that  Con- 
ferMice  this  afternoon,  and  at  the  request 
of  some  of  the  Premiers  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter made  a  statement  which  did  not  em- 
body the  whole  of  the  details  of  the 
scheme  to  be  submitted.  He  merely  out- 
lined that  scheme  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Premiers,  who  will  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  it  by  Tuesday  next,  when 
the  full  proposals  will  be  forthcoming. 

QuestitMi  resolved  in  the  aflSrmative. 
House  adjourned  at  3.55  p-tn. 


J^ouse  of  Itrprrscntatibrs. 

Tuesday,  5  May,  igo8. 


Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  3  p.m., 

and  read  prayers. 

SUBSIDIZING  OF  STEAMERS. 
North-West  Coast  Service. 

Mr.  MAHOX.— I  wish  to  ask  the  Prime 
Minister,  without  notice,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  the  Western  Australian  Government 
proposes  to  charter  and  run  steamers  frmn 
Fremantle  to  ports  along  the  north-west 
coast,  because  the  private  steamship  com- 
panies have  charged  such  excessive  freights 
and  fares  as  to  seriously  retard  Ihe  de- 
velopment of  the  north-west  portion  of  the 
State?  In  view  of  the  great  benefits  which 
such  State  enterprise  would  confer  on  the 
entire  COTimonwealth,  will  he  consider  the 
advisability  of  subsidizing  the  State 
steamers,  as  the  Government  now  subsidizes 
private  ccmipanies  which  maintain  connex- 
icms  between  Sydney  and  the  South  Sea 
Islands?  If  he  is  unable  to  grant  a  direct 
subsidy,  will  he  take  advantage  of  the 
recent  request  for  fresh  terms  made  by  the 
present  carriers  of  mails  for  the  north-west 
Goasi,  to  terminate  their  contracts,  and 
transfer  the  same  to  the  ships  about  to  be 
chartered  by  the  State  Government  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— It  is  through  the  hon- 
orable member  that  I  became  aware  of  this 
project.  The  Government  could  not  enter 
into  a  second  mail  contract  while  the  first 
is  in  existence ;  birt  we  shall  be  happy  to 
co-operate  with  the  undertaking  in  any  way 
we  can. 

BRITISH  SHIPPING  RING. 

Mr.  ATKINSON— I  wish  to  know 
from  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  has 
read  the  report  in  yesterday's  Age,  of  an 
interview  with  Mr.  B.  H.  Morgan,  the  re- 
presentative of  the  British  Manufacturers* 
Association,  and  the  apparently  well- 
founded  statements  of  that  gentleman  with 
respect  to  the  existence  of  a  shipping  ring 
in  Great  Britain,  which  charges  excessive 
freights  on  the  goods  of  British  manufac- 
turers shipped  to  Australia,  and  by  that, 
and  other  means,  is  acting  preiudtcially 
to  the  trade  between  the  Motherland  and 
the  Conunonwealth  ?  If  so,  can  he  say 
whether  the  Government  intends  taking  any 
steps  towards  teg^j^^^O^bglcnsatis- 
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factory  condit:on  of  alfairs?  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  so  to  move, 
Mill  he  indicate  the  nature  of  the  steps 
which  axe  likely  to  be  taken  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — I  read  the  very  impor- 
tant interview  referred  to,  and.  appreciat- 
ing the  gravity  of  Mr.  Morgan's  statements, 
called  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs  to  it.  I  asked  him 
what  steps  were  being  taken  in  connexion 
with  similar  sts^tements  made  to  the  Navi- 
gation Commission,  and  dealt  with  in  its 
report.  He  mformed  me  that  he  has  the 
matter  under  consideration,  and  is  obtain- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
Government  as  to  the  possibility  of  adapt- 
ing to  Australian  needs  the  Eikins  Rebate 
Act  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— In  view  of 
the  statement  in  this  morning's  Aee,  that 
the  Orient  Steamship  Company  is  a  member 
of  the  British  shipping  ring,  will  the  Prime 
Minister  at  Mice  abrc^ate  the  postal  con- 
tract,  under  which  it  is  subsidized  bv  the 
Commonwealth,  unless  he  receives  a  guaran- 
tee that  it  will  withdraw  from  the  ring 
which  is  now  attempting  to  destroy  British 
trade  with  Australia? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— I  am  not  aware  of  the 
truth  of  the  statement  to  which  the  honor- 
able member  refers ;  but  pur  new  contract 
with  the  oxnpany  provides  for  such  a  con- 
tingency. 

PREMIERS'  CC^'FERENCE. 

Mr.  CROUCH.— Is  it  true,  as  stated 
in  the  press,  thai  the  Prime  Minister  pro- 
poses to  meet  the  representatives  of  the 
States  now  assembled  in  Conference,  to 
discuss  Commonwealth  matters  with  them? 
Does  he  not  think  thst  such  matters  should 
be  decided  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  rather  than  by  members  of 
State  Cabinets  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— Only  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  can  determine 
Commonwealth  matters,  in  regard  to  which 
the  Premiers  of  the  States  will  not  be  con- 
sulted by  us,  nor  should  we  permit  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  an  interference  on 
their  part  with  Commonwealth  affairs.  But 
the  financial  scheme  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  this  afternoon  is  of  joint  interest,  and 
the  Government  will  be  very  glad  to  give 
the  Conference  such  information  as  mav 
be  necessary  to  enable  its  members  to 
understand  our  proposals.  That  is  de-- 
manded  by  considerations,  not  only  of  cour- 
tesy, but  also  of  right. 


PROHIBITION  OF  POSTAL 
MATTER. 

Mr.  LIDDELL.— I  leceived  to-day  a 
letter  from  a  Mr.  Paul  Goldenberg,  banker, 
of  Hamburg,  in  which  be  says — 

Encouraged  by  above  and  many  another  grand 
successes  of  my  British  clients,  which  they  ob- 
tained through  the  medium  of  my  appointed 
Chief  Lottery  Agency,  I  beg  leave  to  inrite  you 
to  try  your  luck  in  the  wrld-wide  renowned 
Hamburg  State  Lottery  as  well,  with  a  trifling 
stake,  and  with  the  prospect  to  gain  a  fortime. 

There  is  also  enclosed  an  envelope,  on 
which,  his  address  is  printed,  and  a  form 
of  application  for  tickets.  On  inquiring 
at  the  Department,  I  found  thait  the  pro- 
hibition of  this  correspondence  is  under 
consideration ;  but  I  ask  the  Postmaster- 
Genefral  if  he  will  not  take  immediate 
steps  to  prevent  it  being  forwarded  ? 

Mr.  MAUGER.  —  The  conveyance  of 
circulars  relating  to  a  number  of  foreign 
lotteries  has  been  prohibited,  and,  when 
evidence  satisfactory  to  the  Crown  Law 
authorities  has  been  obtained  in  regard  to 
them,  the  correspOTidence  relating  to  Others 
will  be  similarly  treated. 

Mr.  LiDDELL. — Is  not  the  evidence  in 
this  case  sufficient? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— I  shall  Vje  glad  if  the 
honorable  member  will  let  me  hare  the 
papers  to  which  he  refers. 

KALGOORLIE  TO  PORT  AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY  SURVEY. 

Mr.  MAHON.  The  Minister  repre- 
senting the  Minister  of  Home  Affairs  has 
given  the  House  information  about  the 
progress  of  the  survey  of  the  railway  from 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  which  is 
rather  incomplete.  Has  he  anything  to 
add? 

Mr.  HUME  COOK.  —  There  is  not 
much  to  add  to  what  I  said  a  few  days  ago. 
Negotiations  with  the  Governments  of 
Western  Australia  and  South  Australia 
were  opened  directly  the  Act  was  passed, 
and  subsequently  _;^2,ooo  was  credited  to 
each  State,  so  that  "the  survey  might  be 
put  in  hand.  I  understand  that  the  delay 
in  making  a  start  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  camels,  belonging  to  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Government,  required  for  the  work, 
cannot  lie  brought  from  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  to  the  scene  of  operations  as 
soon  as  was  at  first  anticipated ;  but  I  be- 
lieve that  I  shall  be  safe  in  saying  that 
the  work  will  be  begun  at  the  end  of  this 
month,  or  not  later  than  the  beginning  of 
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CANCELLED  MAIL  CONTRACT. 

Mr.  THOMAS.— Is  it  a  fact,  as  re- 
X)orted  in  the  newspapers  some  time  ago, 
that  the  Government  is  suing  the  firm  bf 
Messrs.  James  Laing  and  Company  for 
^£250,000  for  breach  of  contract? 

Mr.  MAUGER. — I  have  every  hope  of 
recovering  a  portitxi  of  the  amount  men- 
tionedi 

ADVERTISINt;  AUSTRALIA. 
Purchase  of  "  Lone  Hand  "  Ahticle. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  whether  he 
was  aware  when  he  "  was  supplied  with 
50,000  copies  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Lone 
Handf"  to  be  sent  at  the  expense  of  the 
Commonwealth  Government  to  "  every 
newspaper  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
every  leading  newspaper  in  the  United 

States  " — to  quote  his  own  words  

Mr.  Deakin. — No;  I  beg  pardon. 
Mr.  JOHNSON.— Was  the  Prime  Min- 
ister aware  that  there  was  published  in  the 
same  issue  a  defamatory  article  on  the  city 
of  Sydney,  entitled  "  Sydney,  the  Cinder- 
ella of  Cities  "?  On  reflection,  perhaps  I 
had  better  make  a  few  extracts  from  the 
article  to  make  the  purpose  of  my  question 
clear;  and  it  might,  therefore,  be  fairer 
for  me  to  give  notice  of  the  question  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  DEAKIN. — Perhaps  I  may  ex- 
plain at  once  that  we  sent  no  copies  of  the 
Lone  Hand  to  Great  Britain  or  the  United 
States — not  one  single  copy.  What  I  said 
was  that  the  proprietors  of  the  magazine, 
as  "part  of  their  effort  to  advertise 
their  venture,  sent  out  50,000  copies  of  the 
first  issue,  for  which  we  had  no  respon- 
sibilitv.  The  honorable  member  put  the 
question  as  though  the  Government  sent 
them.  All  that  we  sent  were  the  copies  of 
a  particular  article,  separate  from  the 
rest  of  the  publication. 

Mr.  Johnson. — I   give   notice  of  the 
question  for  to-morrow. 
LtUer — 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  notice,  another 
question  .irising  out  of  the  statement  which 
he  made  a  few  moments  ago  in  reference 
to  the  Lone  Hand.  I  wish  to  ask  him 
whether  the  following  is  a  correct  report  of 
his  repiv  to  the  question  of  the  honorable 
member  for  Wentworth,  on  Friday  last — 
The  question  is  a  proper  one,  and  I  am  glad 
that  it  has  been  asked,  because  yesterday  I 
omitted  to  mentioa  that  one  of  the  chief  advan- 
 i«ges  of  the  transaction  was  that  the  Govern- 


ment  was  supplied  with  50,000  copies  of  the  first 
issue  of  the  Lone  Hand,  and  these  were  sent  to 
every  newspaper  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  to 
every  leading  newspaper  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  may  add  that  I  quoted  those  \gt\  words 
in  my  first  question. 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  word  "  supplied  " 
in  the  passage  quoted  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber is  incorrect.  I  do  not  remember  using 
that  word.  If  I  did,  I  must  have  added 
other  words  which  made  it'  plain  that  the 
sending  of  copies  of  the  Lone  Hand  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  was 
the  act  of  the  proprietors  of  the  magazine. 

NORTHERN  TERRITORY. 
Mr.  POYNTON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  noticx,  whether, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  under  the 
notice  of  the  general  public  the  great  pos- 
sibilities of  the  NcMthern  Territor>-,  he 
will  undertake  to  purchase,  on  behalf  of 
the .  Government,  a  number  of  copies  of  Mr. 
Alfred  Searcy 's  recently  published  work 
on  the  Northern  Territory  ;  and  whether  he 
will  have  them  distributed  fear  the  purpose 
that  I  have  named — that  is  to  say,  to  make 
widely  known  the  great  potentialities  of  the 
Northern  TCTritory? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.  —  When  the  Nonhem 
Territory  becomes  a  Possession  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, for  which  this  Parliament  is 
responsible,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  he 
a  desirable  thing  to  take  steps  to  advertise 
its  resources.  But  I  may  remind  the  hon- 
orable member  that'the  book  to  which  he 
has  referred  is  a  verv  large,  expensive,  and 
wel  I  -i  11  ust rated  publ  ication ,  an  d  th  at  it 
scarcely  affords  the  kind  of  advertisement 
or  informatiwi  that  would  be  useful  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  those  whom  we  desire  to 
make  their  homes  in  the  Nortfiern  TerritcnT. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 
Mr.  THOMAS.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Prime  Minister,  without  noti«,  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  that  the 
Attorney -General  is  about  to  go  to  Eng- 
land to  conduct,  personally,  the  case  cm 
behalf  of  the  Commcmwealth  Government, 
by  means  of  which  it  is  sought  to  obtain 
^250,000  iraax  Messrs.  James  Laing  and 
C(»npany  ? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— My  honorable  col- 
league, the  Attorney- General,  who  is  sit- 
ting near  me  on  the  bench,  oipress^  bis 
entire  willingness  to  go  to  England  or  fur- 
ther, if  necessary,  for  the  purpose  indi- 
cated, but  I  see  no  posability  of  sparing  his 
services  from  the  (Q;^:^(is^^^^^[eresent. 
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SIZE  OF  GRAIN  BAGS. 

Mr.  HUGHES.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
^^inister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  without 
notice,  whether  his  attention  has  been 
^rawn  to  the  presence  of  three  bags  of 
wheat  in  the  Queen's  Hall;  and  whether 
he  can  supply  the  House  with  any  infor- 
mation as  to  whether  it  is  the  intention 
■of  the  Government — as  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed is  the  case — to  give  the  States 
Premiers  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
themselves  in  reference  to  the  exhibits? 
Will  the  honorable  gentleman  kindly  in- 
form-the  House  on  what  day,  and  at  what 
particular  time,  the  Premiers  of  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  and  the  other  States  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  carrying  these  bags 
up  and  down  Queen's  Hall  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— The  three 
sacks  referred  to  have  been  placed  in  the 
Queen's  Hall  in  order  that  honorable  mem- 
bers may  be  able  to  see  for  themselves  what 
they  look  like  when  filled  with  wheat. 
The  weights  are  marked  upon  the  sacks. 
They  have  been  placed  there  at  the  re- 
quest of  an  honorable  member  who  wished 
to  see  them.  I  understand  that  there  is 
now  a  further  request  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Echuca  shall  be  photographed 
almgside  one  of  the  sacks,  and  that  I  shall 
be  photc^aphed  alongside  my  own  sack. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — We  should  not  be  able  to 
see  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  I  ought  to 
say  that  personal  remarks  as  to  members  of 
this  House,  in  reference  to  their  personal 
appearance,  and  so  forth,  are  very  un- 
desirable. I  trust  that  the  Minister  will 
express  to  the  House  his  regret  that  he 
made  the  remark  that  has  just  fallen  from 
him. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— Certainly, 

if  there  is  any  offence. 

Mr.  PALMER.— I  desire  to  ask  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Custnns,  without 
notice,  whether  he  considers  it  a  fair  thing, 
in  regard  to  a  matter  of  this  kind,  to  infer 
that  one  who  opposes  his  autocratic  action 
is  imbued  with  inhuman  propensities  and 
desires  ? 

Mr.  AUSTIN  CHAPMAN.— No,  Mr. 
Speaker ;  I  do  not  infer  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  Palmer.— Tlie  honorable  gentleman 
lias  often  done  so. 


THE  "  ELECTRICON." 
Mr.    THOMAS    BROWN    asked  the 
Postmaster-General,  upon  notice — 

1.  Has  bis  attention  been  called  to  an  article 
in  The  Lone  Hand  magazine  for  April  last  un- 
der the  captioQ  of  "The  Electricon,  A  Heartless 
Fraud  on  the  Deaf,  Its  Lying  Adverttsemeots, 
and  Curious  Testimonials  "  ? 

2.  Will  he  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  ai  to 
the  truth  of  the  statements  in  this  article,  with  a 
view  of  determining  whether  public  interests 
may  be  best  served  by  prohibiting  the  corre- 
spondence passing  through  the  post  in  connexion 
with  this  alleged  fraud  on  the  public? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questi<xis  are  as  fol- 
low— 

I.  Yes. 

3.  Inquiries  are  being  made  with  tbe  view  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  provisions  of  section  57 
of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Act  are  applicable  to 
the  case. 

EASTER  ENCAMPMENTS. 

Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  upon  notice — 

I.  If,  in  view  of  ^e  great  waste  of  time, 
effort,  and  money  at  the  recent  Easter  encamp- 
ments, he  will  get  a  complete  statement  from 
the  officer  commanding  each  unit  at  each  of  the 
Victorian  camps  of  instruction  as  to  the  work 
<ind  training  done  by  it  on  each  of  the  four 
days  occupied? 

3.  Will  he  submit  such  statements  to  the  In- 
spector-General of  the  Commonwealth  Military 
Forces  for  his  criticism  and  report  and  sugges- 
tion, and  afterwards  make  such  report  and  criti- 
cism available  to  members  of  the  House? 

3,  Will  he,  in  view  of  the  inexperience  in 
field  work  of  the  Victorian  District  Command- 
ant, arrange  that  in  future  be  have  at  camps  of 
instruction  the  assistance  of  officers  skilled  in 
such  manoeuvres? 

Mr.  EWING.— In  reply  to  the  honor- 
able member's  questions  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to 
expfess  any  definite  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  work  done  at  any  of  the  camps.  The 
repcffts  are  not  vet  to  hand.  Instructions 
were  issued  that  the  following  action 
should  be  taken  at  the  termination  of  the 
manceuvres — 

Each  Command.int,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
camps, -will  furnish  a  full  statement  with  re- 
gard to  all  operations,  pointing  out  all  defects, 
not  only  in  manauvres,  but  in  connexion  with 
stores  and  their  supply,  transit,  and  all  matters 
bearing  on  the  camp.  These  reports  will  be 
criticised  by  the  Inspector-General  and  the  Mili- 
tary Board;  all  defects  or  short-comings  will  be 
noted  and  suggestions  be  madr  as  to  the  best 
means  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of  any  un- 
sound proceeding  or  defective  work. 

These  papers  will  be  submitted  to  the  Mia. 
ister,  ana  the  fullest  advantage  taken  of  the 
obect-lessons  furnished  by  the  camps. 

The  whole  question  will  be  dealt  with  in 
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EASTERN  EXTENSION  CABLE 
COMPANY. 

Mr.  CARR  asked  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, upon  notice — 

1.  What  concession  does  the  Eastern  Exten- 
sion Cable  Company  hold  from  the  Common- 
wealth Government,  and  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  agreement  between  the  Eastern  Exteniion 
Cable  Company  and  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment? 

2.  Has  the  Commonwealth  Government 
granted  any  concessions  to  the  Eastern  Extension 
Cable  Company  other  than  those  previously 
granted  by  the  States,  and  has  the  Common- 
wealth Government  made  any  agreement  with 
tlje  Eastern  Extension  Cable  Company  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature  •  to  the  agreements  previously 
existing  between  the  said  company  and  the  re- 
spective States.  If  so,  what  are  the  points  of 
difference? 

3.  What  is  the  alleged  infringement  of  the 
contract  or  agreement  E'^'Dg  rise  to  the  legal 
action  by  the  Eastern  Extension  Cable  Companv 
against  the  Commonwealth  Government  as  fore- 
shadowed in  the  Melbourne  daily  press  of  the 
2qth  and  30th  ultimo? 

4.  Is  the  Government  prepared  to  take  anv 
action  towards  securing  a  Government-owned 
cable  across  the  Atlantic,  between  Canada  and 
the  British  Isles  (thus  completing  an  all-red 
cable  route  from  Australia),  with  a  view  to  so 
reducing  the  cost  of  communication  that  freer 
intercourse  may  foster  our  commerce,  our  know- 
ledge of  each  other,  and  probably  immigration, 
to  our  mutual  advantage? 

Mr.  MAUGER.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  fol- 
low— 

1.  The  concessions  held  and  the  agreements 
in  existence  are  only  those  in  existence  t>etween 
the  States  and  the  company  when  the  Common- 
wealth was  established. 

2.  No. 

1-  The  company  is  guaranteed  a  gross  reve- 
nue of  :^s-6oo  a  year.  The  company's  rates 
were  leduced  in  October,  iqoa,  to  id.  per  word, 
and  on  4th  December,  1906,  abolished  —  the 
puaran'ee  of  /'^,6oo  a  year  continuinE;  in  force. 
The  allcped  infringement  consists  of  the  Com- 
monwealth abolishing  the  charges  altogether,  the 
companv  claiming  the  right  was  onlv  to  reduce, 
not  abolish. 

4.  The  matter  is  under  consideration. 

NEW  HEBRIDES. 

Establishment  of  Joint  Court. 
Mr.  HARPER  asked  the  Prime  Jlin- 
ister,  upon  mttce — 

1.  Can  he  inform  the  House  as  to  what  steps 
are  tieing  taken  by  the  British  Government  to 
carry'  into  effect  the  Joint  Convention  regarding 
the  New  Hebrides,  and  when  the  Joint  Court  is 
to  be  established? 

2.  Is  he  aware  that  it  is  reported  that  while 
the  British  Judge  is  not  even  appointed  yet,  the 
French  Judge  is  already  in  the  Group  familiariz- 
ing himself  with  the  matters  to  be  brought  be< 
fore  the  Joint  Court;  and,  further,  Aat  it  U 


reported  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing,  that 
the  French  Judge  is  to  act  on  the  Bench  as  an 
advocate  of  French  interests,  whereas  the  Bri- 
tish Judge  is  to  act  as  a  Judge  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term? 

3.  Is  he  aware  Uttat  the  British  settlers  allege 
that  French  citizens  are  being  appointed  to  all 
the  local  offices  under  the  control  of  the  Joint 
Convention,  and  that  in  consequence  they  are  to 
bold  an  indignation  meeting  in  the  Group  in  the 
early  part  of  this  month? 

Mr.  DEAKIN.— The  answers  to  the 
honorable  member's  questions  are  as  ioi- 

low — - 

1.  The  Convention  was  proclaimed  on  ist  De- 
cember last,  and  excepting  that  part  relating  to 
the  Joint  Courts  came  into  force  on  that  date. 
Under  the  authority  of  the  Convention,  joint  re- 
gulations have  been  issued,  establishing  Vila  as 
the  sole  port  of  entry  for  the  Group,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  trade  spirits  to  the 
Group  or  the  manufacture  of  spirits  therein. 
The  Government  have  received  no  information 
as  to  whether  any  other  action  has  been  taken  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Convention,  but 
gather  from  press  notices  that  in  addition  to 
Mr.  Merton  King,  who  is  acting  in  place  of 
Captain  Rason  as  Deputy  Resident  British  Com. 
missioner,  the  British  Government  have  ap- 
pointed Captain  Harrowel  to  take  charge  of  a 
force  of  police.  It  was  at  first  intended  to 
appoint  the  Joint  Court  about  30th  September 
next,  by  which  date  it  was  expected  that  the 
necessary  buildings  would  have  been  erected,  bat 
a  despatch  just  received  states  that  owing  to 
delays,  the  buildings  may  not  be  ready  by  that 
date.  No  time  has  been  indicated  when  it  is 
expected  they  will  be  ready.  Conseqaently, 
this  Government  arc  unable  to  answer  the  second 
part  of  this  query. 

2.  About  the  beginning  of  March  last,  the 
Government  heard  that  the  French  Judge  had 
been  appointed,  and  on  the  4th  of  that  month 
sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  : — 

"  Ministers  are  privately  informed  that 
French  member  of  Joint  Court,  New 
Hebrides,  has  been  chosen,  and  is  now 
in  Group  making  thorough  study  of 
local  conditions.  Obviously  this  will 
give  him  great  advantage,  unless  Bri- 
tish representative  is  appointed  at  once, 
and  has  equal  opportunities." 

On  the  t6th  a  reply  was  received  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  British  Judge  would  be  made 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  a  despatch  of  the  iSth 
confirming  that  statement  added  that  when  the 
appointment  was  made  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  "  carefully  consider  the  suggestion 
of  your  Ministers  that  he  should  familiarise 
himself  with  the  local  circumstances  of  the  New 
Hebrides  before  the  Joint  Court  enters  upoo 
its  functions."  The  Government  would  hesitate 
to  give  credence  to  any  rep'>rt  that  a  Judge 
appointed  by  the  Govcmn^ent  of  the  French 
Republic  would  be  likely  to  act  in  any  other 
than  a  judicial  manner,  though  it  is  obvious 
that  a  Judge  well  acquainted  with  local  condi- 
tions will  be  able  to  much  more  readily  com- 
prehend the  nature  {"^  **** 
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come  before  the  Court  for  wttlement,  and  to 
better   appreciate   the  probable  effect  of  any 

decisions  that  may  be  given. 

3.  The  Government  have  no  information  on 
t)te:,e  points  other  than  that  appearing  in  the 
{ircss  report  of  the  30th  April. 

MIUTARV  STAFF  CLERKS. 
Mr.  CROUCH  asked  the  Minister  of 
D^faice,  upon  notice — 

When  it  is  intended  to  appoint  the  military  ifafF 
clerks  mentioned  in  paragraph  5  of  Military 
Order  41  of  1908? 

Mr.  EWIXG.— In  reply  to  the  honor- 
al)le  member's  question,  I  have  to  state 
that— 

The  paragraph  of  Military  Order  No.  41, 
«)tioted,  refers  to  an  allotment  and  not  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  military  staff  clerkf.. 

When  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Intelli- 
gence (*orps  makes  application  the  allotment  of 
military  st.itT  clerks  will  be  considered.  The 
question  of  further  appointments  is  one  for 
future  consideration,  no  monev  for  the  purpose 
being  provided  on  the  Estimates  1907-8. 

DRAWBACK  OX  EXCISE  SUGAR. 
Mr.    MAHOX    asked    the  Treasurer, 
upon  notice— 

Referring  to  his  answer  to  questions  on  30th 
April,  that  "  drawback  has  been  paid  under  the 
regulation  on  sugar  exported  as  such — that  is, 
not  in  manufacture  of  canned  fruit,  ftc,"  is  the 
^iigar  referred  to  sugar  which  has  paid  or  is 
subject  10  Excise  duly ;  and,  if  so,  what  rate 
per  ton  of  sugar  was  paid  as  drawback? 

Sir  WTLLIAM  LYXE.— The  answer  10 
the  honorable  member's  question  is  as  fol- 
lows— 

Ves,  at  the  rate  of  duty  in  force  at  the  time 
when  duty  was  paid  upon  the  sugar  subsequently 
exported.  Prior  to  ist  January,  1907,  the  Excise 
duty  was  per  ton  of  sugar;  on  and  after 
that  date  £^  per  ton. 

PAPERS. 

Mr.  MAUGER  laid  upon  the  table  the 
following  paiH?rs — 

Post  and  .Telegraph  Act- 
Telephone  Regulations  Amended — Parts  I. 

and  XV. — Statutory  Rules  i(>o8.  No.  46. 
Gener:il  Postal  Re(;ul:i'tions  (sale  of  stamps, 
\c.)  and  Telephone  Regulations— Part  I. 
— Amendments — Statutory  Rules  1908, 
No.  47. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BII.I.. 

/«  Committee  (Consideration  of  Senate's 
requests,  n^sumed  frcwn  ist  Mav,  lide  page 
10784): 

Item  305.  Locks,  including  knobs,  keys, 
escutcheonsi  and  transom  catches,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff)  5  per. cent,  j  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

Requests.— 'Lk&wk  out  "  Locks,  including "  ; 
iatert  "(a)"  before  the  word  "knobs"  and 


"window"  after  "escutcheons,"  and  new  para- 
graph— "  (b)  lx>cks,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  20 
per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.  To 
come  into  operation  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
proclamation.  Proclamation  to  issue  so  soon  as  a 
joint  address  has  been  passed  on  the  motion  of 
Ministers  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  stat- 
ing that  the  manufacture  is  sufficiently  estab- 
lished in  the  Commonwealth;  but  imtil  the 
issue  of  such  proclamation,  Locks  free." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3.24]. — Before  we  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss this  request,  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
shall  deal  shortly  after  the  adjournment 
for  dinner  with  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  we  should  transmit  to  the  Senate  a 
message  covering  some  of  its  requests  with 
which  we  have  dealt.  I  do  not  wish  the 
matter  to  be  discussed  at  the  present  stage. 
Coming  now  to  the  item  immediately  under 
consideration,  honorable  members  will  re- 
collect thaf  on  Friday  th.;  Committee  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  wliether  or  not  we 
should  deal  with  the  whole  of  the  requests 
relating  to  it  in  the  one  motion,  or  Whether 
we  should  take  them  seriatim.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  disposition  to  urge  that  we 
should  take  them  separately,  and  I  then 
said  that  I  should  propose  to-day  to  deal 
separately  with  each  paragraph.  I  there- 
fore move — 

That  the  requested  amendments  leaving  out 
the  words  "  Locks,  including,"  and  inserting 
"(A)"  before  the  word  "knobs,"  and  "window"* 
after  the  word  "  escutcheons,"  be  made. 

Motion  agreed  Mo. 

Refjuested  amendments  made. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  adding  the 
words  "  (b)  Locks  ad  val,  (General  Tariff)  ao 
per  cent.;  [United  Kingdom)  15  per  cent.,"  be 
made. 

\rr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX  (Xorth 
Sydney)  [3.26]. — The  Senate's  proposal 
really  is  that  locks  .should  at  present  be 
free,  but  that  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  pro- 
clamation, to  issue  on  the  passing  of  a 
joint  address  by  both  Houses  stating  that 
the  manufacture  is  sufficiently  established 
in  the  Commonwealth,  thev  shall  be  duti- 
able at  20  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff,  and  at  15  per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
imports  iiom  the  United  Kingdom. 

Sir  WiLUAH  LvN£. — I  am  proposing  a 
modification  of  the  Senate's  requests. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSOX.— That  is 
not  so.  The  Minister  is  really  proposing 
that  the  duties  which  the  Senate  requested 
should  be  imposed  on  th^issue  a  pro- 
clamation at  sci5i^ize&ij^w&Cli@gk&alI  at 
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once  come  into  operaticm.   The  Senate's  re- 

?uest  is  that,  at  present,  locks  shall  be 
ree. 

Sir  William  Lyme. — Under  certain  cai- 
diiions. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON- —  Under 
any  conditions.  I  bring  under  your  notice, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  fact  that  the  Minister's 
proposal  really  is  to  provide  for  the  im- 
mediate imposition  of  duties  of  20  and  15 
per  cent.,  whereas  the  Senate's  request  is 
that,  at  present,  locks  shall  be  free. 
I  suggest  thct  the  Minister,  if  he  wishes 
these  duties  to  come  into  force  at  once 
should  move  the  addition  of  words  after 
the  word  "  free." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [3-30]- — I  gathered  from  the  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  by  honorable  members 
on  Friday  last  that  a  large  section  of  the 
Committee  desire  that  we  should  first  test 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  duties  of 
20  and  15  per  cent,  should  be  at  once  im- 
posed. I  hare,  in  putting  my  moti(»i, 
divided  the  request  into  three  in  order  to 
meet  that  desire.  If  the  proposal  in  para* 
graph  B  is  carried,  it  will  not  be  necessary 
to  carry  the  part  oi  the  request  referring  to 
the  issue  of  a  proclamation.  If  it  is  not 
carried,  the  Committee  will  consider  whe- 
ther or  not  it  should  be  carried  in  con- 
junction with  that  part  of  the  request.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  unusual  in 
the  course  I  am  taking,  and  it  seems  to  me 
to  l)e  in  actx)rd  with  the  wishes  expressed 
by  honorable  members. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [3.32].  —  The 
Treasurer  has  said  that  he  desires  to  see 
the  Tariff  dealt  with  in  a  thorough  man- 
ner. Apparently  all  the  honorable  gentle- 
man cares  about  is  to  secure  his  pound  of 
flesh  in  the  shape  of  a  duty. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^That  is  veiy  un- 
fair. 

Mr.  WILKS.— That  is  how  I  interpret 
the  course  pursued  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  dealing  with  this  request.  The 
honorable  gentleman  says  that  if  he  can 
secure  the  imposition  of  these  duties  of  15 
and  20  per  cent,  at  once,  he  will  be  satis- 
fied to  have  the  condition  proposed  by  the 
Senate  deleted.  I  think  that  the  real  de- 
bate in  this  case  should  take  place  on  the 
proposal  of  the  Senate  for  the  imposition 
of  duties  by  proclamation  after  the  passing 
of  the  jcrint  address  on  the  motion  of  Min- 
isters in  b^h  Houses.  I  remind  honor- 
able members  that  this  is  not  the  only  re- 
gjKIt  of  the  kind  submitted  by  the  Senate, 
have   made    similar   requests  in 


connexi(Mi  wi;h  timber  and  lubricants,  an<t 
in  other  items.  Are  we  to  understand 
that  the  Treasurer  proposes  that  in  this 
case  we  should  force  the  impositicHi  of  high 
duties  without  the  condition  whidi  the 
Senate  think  should  be  attached  to  their 
imposition  ?  I  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  North  Sydney  that  so  far  as- 
the  Senate  is  concerned  the  proposed  duties 
of  20  and  15  per  cent,  on  locks  are  only 
conditional  upon  scxnething  to  follow,  an(f 
that  the  suggestion  of  the  S«iate  is  that, 
for  the  presoit,  locks  should  be  free.  The 
TreasurCT  proposes  that  the  Committee 
should  adopt  the  duties  without  any  con- 
diticm.  I  should  prefer  to  discuss  the  con- 
dition proposed  by  the  Senate  as,  in  my 
opiniwi,  it  represents  another  inroad  on^ 
the  taxing  power  of  this  House,  and  in- 
volves a  \"ery  much  more  important  con- 
sideration than  any  raised  by  the  propof-ecf 
duties.  I  shall  give  hontxable  members  a 
local  illustraticHi  of  the  danger  involved  iir 
the  condition  included  in  this  request.  The 
Victorian  Legislature  passed  an  Act  pro- 
dding for  the  establishment  of  Wages 
Boards,  but  the  Act  was  subsequently 
amended  to  provide  that  no  Wages  Board 
could  be  appointed  until  the  I>egislative 
Council,  as  well  as  the  I.egislntive  A^- 
sembly,  agreed  to  the  personnel  of  the 
Baird.  In  that  wav  the  power  of  the 
Assembly  was  restricted.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  we  agree  to  the  condition  included 
in  this  request,  we  shall  be  making  a  some- 
what similar  concession  to  the  Senate.  I 
ha^-e  said  that  the  Senate  suggest  a  similar 
condition  in  connexion  with  requests  for 
amendments  of  other  items,  and  if  thev 
are  able  to  impose  such  a  cmiditicHi  in  re- 
spect of  one  item  there  is  no  reascai  why 
they  should  not  seek  to  impose  it  in  con- 
nexion with  all.  If  the  Treasurer  will  snv 
that  he  does  not  propose  to  agree  to  the 
condition  in  respect  of  any  of  the  items  to 
which  it  is  attached,  he  will  greatly  sim- 
plify matters,  as  we  need  then  only  be  con- 
cerned as  to  the  rates  of  duty  suggested. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman proposes  to  accept  the  condition  in 
respect  of  any  of  the  items  to  which  it  is 
attached,  I  think  he  will  adopt  a.  danger- 
ous course,  which  should  be  resisted 
strongly  in  the  interests  of  the  power  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [3.38I.— As 
the  hOncH-able  member  for  XOTth  Sydnev 
has  said,  this  request  by  the  Senate  is. 
really  a  request  that  loclu..shouId  ,be  ad- 
mitted free  of  dii^t.zeTfe^*CjS)©gte5Cfi|* 
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added  that  in  a  certain  future  event  a 
proclamation  might  be  issued  fixing  duties 
of    20    and    1 5    per   cent.     It  seems 
to  me  that  the  proposal  that  locks  should 
be  made   free   should   be  first   put  to 
the  Ccxnmittee.     Speaking  to  main 
question,  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  there 
is  any  intelligence  at  all  to  be  displayed  in 
ctKuiezion  with  the  compilatioa  of  a  Tariff? 
The  Tariff  of  1902  made  locks  free.  The 
protectionist  sectim  of  the  Tariff  Com- 
mission, after  taking  evidence  all  over  Aus- 
tralia, recommended,  I  suppose  in  the  in- 
terests of  Australian  industries,  that  they 
should  be  free.    The  Tariff  introduced  by 
the  Government,  with  the  help  of  the  light 
thrown  upon  this  question  by  the  labours 
of  the  Tariff  Commission,  provided  for  a 
revenue  Tariff  on  locks,  5  per  cent,  under 
the  general  Tariff,  and  free  on  imports  from 
th*:  United  Kingdom.    This  House  agreed 
to  that  proposal,  and  now  we  have  the 
Senate  proposing  that  locks  should  be  free. 
So  that  -we  have  the  first  Federal  Parlia- 
ment,  the    protectitxiist    section    of  the 
Tariff  Commission ,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  1907,  the  Federal  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  the  Senate  recommending 
that  these  articles  should  be  admitted  free 
of  duty ;  the  Senate  only  proposing  that 
after  a  certain  time  a  proclamation  might 
be  issued  taxing  locks,  and  now  the  Go- 
vernment ask  us  to  impose  duties  of 
so   and    15    per   cent,    on    these  ar- 
ticles  without   a   word   of  explanation. 
Locks  are  used  in  every  Australian  in- 
<iu5tr\-,  and  it  is  most  extraordinary  that  the 
Government  should  not  know  whether  or 
not  these  articles  are  being  manufactured- 
here.    The  Tariff  has  been  constructed,  on 
both  occasions,  in  the  belief  that  locks  are 
not  made  in  the  Ccmimon wealth  to  any  ex- 
tent ;  and  it  is  evidoit  that  the  Senate  took 
the  same  view,  seang  that  it  is  provided 
that  the  duty  shall  not  come  into  operaticm 
fcHT  some  tinie  to  come.   Now,  however,  the 
Treasurer,  without  saying  whether  or  not 
the  duties  of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent, 
are  really  required  for  protectionist  pur- 
poses,  launches  this   proposal   upcm  the 
Committee.    Who  desires  a  revenue  duty 
on  such  a  widely-used  and  useful  article? 

Mr.  Page. — Locks  are  being  made  in 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  REID. — I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass  is  not  present.  It  is  re- 
markable that  the  official  microscc^.  and 
tliat  not  even  the  Tariff  Commission,  dis- 
covered that  there  is  such  an  industry  in 


the  Ctwamon wealth.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
mild  request  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
for  further  infonnati(»i  from  the  Trea- 
surer. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- . 
surer)  [3.4a]- — On  Friday  last  I  infcvmed 
tlie  Committee  that  locks  are  being  made  in 
Australia. 

Mr.  Reid.  —  When  did  the  Treasurer 

discover  the  fact  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  am  free  to 
admit  that  when  the  Tariff  was  being  pre- 
pared I  was  not  aware,  nor  do  I  think  the 
Tariff  C«nmission  was  aware,  that  locks 
are  made  within  the  Commonwealth.  The 
information  came,  first  of  all,  from  the  hon- 
orable member  for  Bass,  and,  on  inquiry,  I 
found  that  gentleman's  statement  to  be 
quite  true.  I  am  informed  that  there  are 
one  or  two  firms  making  locks  in  the  oxist;- 
tuency  of  the  honorable  member  for  Bass, 
and  one  or  two  other  firms  in  the  Denison 
electcffate,  and  that  one  of  the  latter  has  re- 
cently entered  into  a  ctrntract  with  the  Tas- 
manian  Governnient  to  supply  about  1,000 
locks. 

Mr-  Hume  Cook. — ^,000. 
Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE~My  desire  is 
to  afford  some  protection  to  this  in- 
dustry, which  has  to  meet  great  com- 
petition from  abroad.  I  know  that 
the  machinery  in  use  in  Australia  is 
not  very  extensive,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  industry  is  being  established,  and  is 
progressing,  or  trying  to,  and  the  proposed 
duty  will  help  very  much.  The  leader  of 
the  Opiposition  should  not  twit  me  for  my 
want  of  knowledge  on  the  subject ;  even 
the  Tariff  Cmnmission  could  nol  find  out 
all  the  industries  that  were  in  existence  or 
struggling  to  come  into  existence,  in  Aus- 
tralia. 

Mr.  Reid. — So  long  as  the  Treasurer 
confesses  that  he  was  in  fault,  I  am  satis- 
fied, though  this  is  the  first  confession  of 
the  kind  fiom  him  in  the  whole-  course  of 
the  consideration  of  this  Tariff. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Then  I  hone 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition  will  vote  with 
me. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [3.45].— I  hope 
that  the  suggestion  which  has  now  fallen 
from  the  Treasurer  will  practically  lead  to 
the  removr.l  of  this  excrescence  upon  the 
Tariff — ^to  the  removal  of  this  new  and 
unnecessary  elemMit,  which  places  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Tariff  in  the  hands  of  the 
Administration  for  the  time  being.  It 
seems  to  me,  however,  most  extraordinarv 
if  locks  canntg^l*  mag^^^lia;  and 
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1  think  that  the  Treasurer,  with  the  assist-  Mr.  KNOX. — Parliament  COToes  in 
ance  of  his  cheers,  might  have  been  pre-  afterwards,  but  it  is  the  Government  who 
pared  with  some  explanation  on  the  point,  take  the  initiative,  end  ask  the  two  Houses 
As  it  is,  the  Committee  are  asked,  without  to  pass  a  resolution.  The  principle  was 
any  infOTmaticm  of  an  authoritative  kind,  introduced  in  the  last  Tariff  in  connexicm 
to  impose  a  duty,  while  the  Tariff  Cc»n-  with  metals,  but  then  there  was  srane  jus- 
mission,  who  were  deputed  to  collect  tificaticm  for  an  unusual  departure — a  jus- 
evidence,  tell  us  there  is  no  need  tor  a  tificatimi  which  does  not  present  itself 
duty.  now.    However,  if  sufficient  evidence  can 

Sir  William  Lynz. — No.  be  adduced  that  protection  is  desirable,  I 

Mr.  KNOX. — The  Tariff  Cwnmission  shall  vote  for  a  direct  duty,  although  I  can- 
reaxnmended  that  this  item  should  be  not  support  the  conditional  arrangement  re- 
free,  quested. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— The  Tariff  Com--  The     CHAIRMAN.— The  honorable 

mission  were  not  aware  that  locks  are  be-  member  for  Kooyong  may  be  under  a  mis- 

ing  made  in  Australia.  apprehension  as  regards  moving  for  a  lower 

Mr.  KNOX.— But  the  Treasurer  has  duty.  U  a  vote  is  taken  upon  the  re- 
not  supplied  us  with  any  infOTmatirai  of  an  quested  amendment,  it  will  decide  the  mat- 
authoritative  kind,  ter  either  in  the  affirmative  or  negative.  If 

Sir  WiLLiAu  Lyne.  —  I  did  so  a  few  the  h(Hiorable  member  for  Koo)-(Hig  desires 

minutes  ago.      There  are  three  or  four  a  lower  duty,  he  should  mo\*e  his  amend- 

firras,  at  least,  making  locks  in  Australia,  ment  as  a  modification  of  the  request. 

Mr.  KNOX.— My  desire  is  to  give  as-  Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  <Parkes)  [3.50]. 
sistance  to  any  industry  which  can  show  is  difficult  for  hcmwable  members  who 
that  it  deserves  assistance,  but  it  cannot  were  not  here  on  Friday  to  know  exactly 
be  suggested  for  one  moment  that  the  what  is  proposed.  I  understand  that  this 
Treasurer  has  given  any  enlightenment  to  Chamber,  when  the  Tariff  was  previouslv 
honorable  members,  who,  like  myself,  are  before  it,  passed  a  5  per  cent,  duty  upon 
desirous  of  extending  reasonable  indus-  ]ocks.  The  Senate  decided  that  locks 
trial  encouragement.  Then,  I  desire  to  should  be  free  at  present,  but  that  20  per 
point  out  that,  if  the  Treasurer  persists  cent,  might  be  imposed  in  the  future  by  2 
in  his  idea  of  asking  the  Committee  to  con-  jcant  proclamation  following  upon  an  ad- 
sider  the  first  proposal  of  20  per  cent.,  we  ^^^^  by  the  two  Houses.  I  take 
who  think  a  lesser  duty  might  be  sufficient,  that  the  Senate  had  no  evidence  be- 
are  precluded  by  the  ruling  of  the  Chair-  f^j^  jt  of  what  was  being  dcme  in  the  way 
man  from  making  any  proposal  to  that  of  manufacturing  locks  in  the  Common- 
end,  wealth,  but  anticipated  that  at  some  time 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  think  so.  the  future  evidence  might  be  placed  be- 

Sir    John    Forrest. — The    hcmorable  fore  Parliament  of  the  initiation  of  the  in- 

member  may  move  a  lower  duty.  dustry,  at  which  time  a  protection  of  20 

Mt.  KNOX.— If  so,  I  shall   be   pre-  pgr  cent,  should  be  imposed.     We  are  in 

pared  to  assist  the  Treasurer,  if  we  are  the  same  position  in  this  Chamber.  The 

given  sOTie  definite  and  authoritative  in-  Minister  savs  he  has  given  us  information, 

formation,  to  impose  a  reasonable  duty  on  ^ut  it  is  of  the  most  vague  and  flimsv 

locks,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  character.     He  tells  us  that  he  has  only 

made  in  Australia.  just  disojvered  that  four  men  are  engaged 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Nine-tenths  of  the  {„  Tasmania  in  making  locks,  and  believes 

locks  are  patented.  that  a  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  .1 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Patents  run  out.  thousand  locks.     He  was  corrected  by  one 

Mr.  KNOX. — If  the  locks  are  of  his  colleagues,  who  said  the  quantity  was 
patented,  then,  of  course,  we  cannot  in-  3,000.  We  have  a  mere  statement  that 
terfere.  I  desire  it  to  be  distinctly  under-  that  contract  has  been  entered  into.  Those 
stood  that  I  shall  vote  against  this  addi-  people  had  every  opportunity  of  going  be- 
tional  suggestion  for  the  operation  of  the  fore  the  Tariff  Commission,  but  I  under- 
duty  by  proclamation,  which  I  recard  as  a  stand  that  no  evidence  was  given  to  that 
most  undesirable  element  in  the  Tariff,  for  body  on  the  subject.  We  now  have  a  mere 
the  reason,  apart  from  others,  that  it  ex  parte  statement  that  four  men  are  en- 
places  the  power  of  taxation  in  the  hands  gaged  in  Tasmania,  and  we  are  asked  on 
bf  the  Administration.  that  ground  to  reject  the  condition  whicb 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE.— Of  Parliament!  the  Senate  has  suggested/^ ^^oIp 
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Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  say  that 
only  four  individuals  were  employed.  I 
S3)d  there  were  four  makers,  and  that  other 
men  are  employed. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— The  Ministw 
might  have  ascertained  the  names  of  the 
manufacturers  and  given  the  C<»nmittee  a 
little  more  information  ^as  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  industry  has  been  developed. 
The  Senate's  proposal  is  very  sensible.  It 
practically  says,  "  We  do  not  approve  of 
a  5  per  cent,  duty  at  present,  because  we 
do  not  believe  that  locks  are  being  made  in 
the  Commaiweaith.  We  propose  that 
locks,  being  a  necessity  in  the  building 
trade,  should  be  free ;  but,  if  at  some  future 
time  it  is  made  clear  to  the  two  Houses 
I  that  the  industry  has  been  started,  it  should . 
be  open  to  Parliament  to  impose  a  duty  of 
20  per  cent."  It  would  be  equally  easy 
for  both  Houses  tn  do  that  by-and-by,  and 
I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  do  it  until  the 
Minister  has  given  us  clearer  and  more  de- 
finite evidence  of  the  existence  of  these 
manufacturers.  Honorable  members  may 
imagine  that  the  condition  attached  bv  the 
Senate  to  the  proposed  duty  is  now  before 
the  C<xnmittee;  but  I  understand  that  the 
Minister  wants  us  to  vote  outright  for  a 
duty  of  20  per  cent,  without  any  conditio 
attached. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  was  asked  to  do 
that  on  Friday. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  had  not  the 
advantage  of  being  here  on  Friday,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  know  it.  The  honor- 
able m^ber  foe  Dalley  has  taken  objection 
to  the  condition  on  the  ground  that  it  gives 
the  Senate  a  power  over  Money  Bills  which 
it  did  not  previously  possess. 

Mr.  WiLKS. — A  power  of  initiation. 

Mr.  imUCE  SMITH.~It  gives  the 
Senate  no  power  of  initiation,  b«:ause  the 
motion  for  an  address  has  fir.st  to  be  intro- 
duced into  this  House  by  a  Minister.  In 
the  ordinary  way  a  Customs  maUer  Avould 
\ie^  intfodured  into  this  Chamber  by  the 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  and  would 
goon  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation.  As  this 
House  could  not  imptwe  a  tax  without  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  subject  to  its  power 
of  suggestion,  the  suggestetl  proclamation 
would  give  that  Chamber  no  greater  power 
than  it  has  at  present.  It  simply  means 
that  it  will  be  within  the  power  of  the 
Minister  to  introduce  a  20  per  cent,  duty 
on  locks  without  bringing  down  a  Customs 
Tariff  Bill,  or,  in  fact,  a  fiscal  Bill  of  any 
kind.    All  that  will  be  required  will  be  a 


resoluLion  of  the  two  Houses  giving  eFfect 
to  the  condition  which  the  Senate  has  at- 
tached to  the  duty  requested. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — And  that  piocedure 
will  in  many  cases  prevait  a  proposal  to 
amend  the  Tariff. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH,— The  Minister  is 
quite  right.  The  introduction  of  the  pro- 
clamation will  obviate  the  necessity  of  in- 
troducing a  fiscal  Bill,  which  would  per- 
haps give  opportunities  for  the  adding  of 
further  items  to  the  Tariff.  If  such  a  Bill 
were  brought  in  we  should  be  opening  up 
the  whole  question  again.  If  the  Treasurt^r 
regards  the  condition  suggested  by  the  Sen- 
ate as  so  desirable,  I  do  not  see  why  he 
should  not  move  to  adopt  the  request  giv- 
ing him  power  in  the  future  to  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  issue  the  proclamation  so  soon  as 
he  is  able  to  gi\-e  definite  infcHtnation  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  industry. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  prefer  to  see  it 
done  that  way  myself. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— Then  I  ask  ti  e 
Treasurer  to  propose  it  in  that  way. 

Sir  William  Lvne.  —  That  was  ob- 
jected to.    That  is  the  trouble. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— If  the  Minister 
sees  that  those  objeotions  are  not  forth- 
coming now,  he  will  know  that  the  Ccnnmit- 
tee  is  in  the  mood  to  have  the  Senate's  pro- 
posal put  before  it.  I  suggest  to  the  Min- 
ister, in  order  to  remove  any  misunderstand- 
ing, that  he  should  DUt  the  Senate's  pro- 
posal before  tlie  Cranmittee,  and  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  or  not  we  ap- 
prove of  it.  If  we  adopt  it  we  shall  make 
locks  free  at  present,  and  leave  it  open  for 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  to  be  imposed  in  the 
future  when  both  Hou.ses  pass  the  address.. 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  [3.56].- 
T  did  not  have  the  advantage  of  hearing  the- 
Treasurer's  speech  just  now,  but  I  under- 
stand that  the  Government  now  propose  to 
impose  duties  of  20  and  15  per  cent,  straight 
out.  If  so,  I  shall  support  than.  I  shall 
not  support  the  conditicHial  suggestion  of  the 
Senate,  for  reascms  which  I  gave  last  week. 
The  Treasurer  stated  that  four  or  five  firms 
were  engaged  in  lock  making  in  Tasmania. 
His  statement  was  rather  indefinite,  but  the 
honorable  member  for  Parkes  suggested 
that  only  four  or  five  persons  were  employed 
in  the  industry.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
whether  <»ily  a  few  perscHis  are  engaged  in 
it  now.  The  question  is  whether  the  busi- 
ness is  of  such  a  character  that  it  is  likely 
to  develop  into  something  substantial  if  we 
gi\-e  it  protection.  That  to  me  is  the  ruling 
questicm  in  neailv  all  t'^^l^^^^^^^ 
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business  worth  giving  i^otec.ion  to?  If 
only  four  or  five  persons  are  engaged  in 
making  locks  in  Tasmania  under  free- 
trade  conditicMis,  that  is  no  argument 
that  we  cannot  have  a  considerable 
industry  under  a  protection  of  20  and 
15  per  cent.  The  fact  that  locks  are 
made  in  the  CwnmcmweaUh  at  all  under 
free-trade  omditions  gives  some  hope  that 
it  is  an  industry  worth  developing.  There 
is  no  particular  diiBculty  in  lock  making. 
It  is  merely  a  que&ti<m  of  the  output — whe- 
ther it  is  worth  while  going  in  for.  There 
are  a  great  many  men  who  do  casual  work, 
such  as  bicydle  repairing,  lock  repairing, 
saw  sharpening,  die  making,  and  »milar 
wwk.  The  lock  buaness  would  fit  in  very 
well  with  their  usual  occupaticHi.  It  is 
worth  our  while  to  imposa  the  duty  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  GLYNN  (Angas)  [4.0].— The  most 
oxivenient  way  for  the  Minister  to  have 
moved  in  this  matter  would  be  to  propose 
first  that  locks  be  free.  Owing  to  the 
way  in  which  the  question  has  been  put 
we  may  never  get  an  opp(Mtimity  to  vote 
for  or  against,  say,  a  S  per  cent,  duty  cm 
its  merits.  I,  for  instance,  would  prefer 
that  locks  sbcxild  be  made  free,  and  fail- 
ing that,  if  the  duty  is  only  to  ccwne  into 
operation  on  a  joint  rtjsoluticai  of  both 
Houses  it  ought  to  be  the  lowest  duty,  say 
the  one  which  we  previously  fixed — 5  per 
cent.  If  I  were  to  move  that  the  figures 
"  20  "  be  excised  with  a  view  to  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  figure  "5,"  I  might  pre- 
vent myself  frcwn  voting  afterwards  that 
locks  be  made  free.  So  I  think  that  the 
safe  old  rule  which  we  follow  when  we 
are  not  oxisidering  requests  from  the 
Senate — that  is  to  put  the  lower  duty  or 
no  duty  first — is  the  one  by  which  the 
Minister  should  have  been  guided.  I  hope 
still  that  he  will  give  an  opportunity  to 
the  Committee  to  express  its  opinion  mi 
the  matter  bv  voting  in  what  I  believe  to 
be  the  orthodox  way. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  can  submit  a  proposal. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— No.  If  paragraph  b  is 
put  I  cannot  move  that  locks  be  made  free 
without  precluding  honorable  members 
who  may  wish  to  vote  «i  the  whole  of  the 
request  from  exercising  their  option.  Some 
of  th«n  mav  not  wish  to  vote  for  a  duty 
of  5  per  cent.,  and  others  may  wish  to  vote 
for  free  locks.  I  think  it  must  be  clear 
to  honorable  members  that  the  best  course 
has  not  been  pursued  to  enable  them  to 
express  their  alternative  chCMce.     As  re- 


gards the  principle  of  postpcxiing  the  im- 
position of  the  duty  I  do  not  say  that  it 
cannot  be  dtxie — I  believe  that  it  can  be 
done — but  it  is  a  very  bad  principle  to 
adopt.  It  is  a  Very  dangerous  thing  for 
a  branch  of  the  Parliament  to  enter  into  a 
sort  of  moral  obligation  with  certain  per- 
sons that  if  they  start  an  industry  they 
will  be  given  a  duty. 

Mr.  Knox. — It  is  binding  a  future  Par- 
liament. 

Mr.  GLYNN.— It  is  absolutely  fetter- 
ing the  judgment  of  future  Parliaments. 
Although  that  Parliament  would  be  omni- 
potent, still  it  might  be  thrown  in  its 
face,  as  it  has  been  in  conoezioa 
with  .  the  sugar  industry  in  Queens- 
land, if  it  should  attempt  to  modify  or  . 
excise  the  duty,  that  the  manufactums 
started  the  industry  under  a  sort  of  moral 
obligation  that  it  would  be  protected,  and 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  resist  that  Ic^c. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (Lang)  [4:3].— When 
the  Treasurer  is  asked  for  infOTmation  on 
various  items  he  always  regulates  his  \Qksx 
to  a  carefully  modulated  minor  key.  He 
utters  his  replies  in  such  a  pianissimo 
tone  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
honorable  members  on  this  side  to  gather 
clearly  their  purport.  But  I  understand 
from  his  explanation  that  he  asserts  that 
in  Tasmania  there  are  three  ch*  four  manu- 
facturers who  are  making  these  locks.  He 
might  have  told  us  thdr  names,  where  tbdr 
works  are  situated,  the  numbn*  of  hands 
whom  they  employ ,  the  wages  whidi 
they  pay,  and  various  other  particulars. 
Businesses  which  have  been  established  for 
any  length  of  time  should  be  easily  able 
',()  furnish  the  hwiorable  gentleman  with 
that  statistical  information,  and  he  in  his 
turn  could  afford  some  mlightenment  to 
the  Committee.  As  it  is,  we  are  simply 
asked  to  accept  hTs  unsupported  statemmt. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Excuse  me;  the 
statement  is  true. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  may  be  true 
enough — I  am  not  questioning  the  veracity 
of  the  Treasurer — but  it  is  due  to  the  Com- 
mittee when  it  is  asked  bv  the  honorable 
gentleman  to  reverse  its  decision  and  to  im- 
nose  duties  which  previouslv  it  refused  to 
levy,  that  he  should  give  fuller  informadon 
than  he  has  supplied.  It  may  be  that  he 
has  been  misinformed.  The  information 
which  he  may  have  received  may  not  be 
reliable.  Surely  it  is  only  a  fair  thing  for 
him  to  ask  his  informants,  if  they  have  not 
already  furnished  these  very,necessar>'  par- 
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ticulars,  to  supply  them  in  order  that  he 
can  infcHm  the  C«iunittee.  I  also  under- 
stand that  he  stated  that  the  Government 

of  Tasmania  had  given  to  one  of  these 
firms  an  order  for,  I  think,  i^ooo  locks. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — One  thoasand  or 
more.  I  was  not  quite  sure  as  to  the  exact 
number. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  know  that  another 
honorable  member  corrected  his  statement, 
and  said  that  the  order  was  for  3,000 
locks. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook.. — The  number  does 
not  matter.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  the  State 
Government  is  purchasing  locks  from  the 
firms,  their  quality  is  assured. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— If  that  is  so,  surely 
the  Treasurer  should  be  in  a  positioo  to 
afford  to  the  Committee  the  information  for 
which  I  have  been  asking ! 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  may  tell  the  hon- 
orable member  that  I  got  most  of  my  in- 
formaticHi — that  is  more  details — from  the 
honorable  member  for  Bass. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— It  is  a  pity  that  the 
hoDOrable  member  for  Sass  is  not  hne  to 
furnish  this  information,  which  the  Minis- 
ter in  charge  of  the  Tariff  appears  not  to 
possess. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — He  is  not  here  to- 
day, but  be  is  not  often  absent  from  his 
plac£. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— That  is  true;  but  the 
Treasurer  seems  unable  or  unwilling — 1 
do  not  know  which — ^to  furnish  information. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Not  unwilling.  I 
do  not  remember  the  details  exactly  as  the 
honorable  member  for  Bass  told  them  to 
me. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— Is  it  a  fair  thing  for 
the  Treasurer  to  expect  the  Committee, 
when  he  admits  that  he  does  not  know  the 
details  and  is  not  so  familiar  with  them 
as  is  the  honorable  member  for  Bass,  who  is 
away,  to  agree  to  his  proposition?  Is  it 
not  a  singularly  unfortunate  thing  that  the 
honorable  member  should  happen  to  be 
away  when  this  particular  alleged  Tas- 
mania n  industry  is  asking  for  heavy  taxes 
to  be  put  on  the  purchasers  of  locks 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
in  his  absence  the  Treasurer  should 
not  be  aWe  to  supply  the  informa- 
tion which  is  necessary  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  judge  whether  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  accept  the  Senate's  request,  or 
a  modification  of  it,  or  to  adhere  to  its 
original  determination  ?    Is  the  honorable 


gentleman  not  also  aware  that  most  locks 
of  ii  superior  character  are  the  subject  of 
patent  rights? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes;  presently,  I 
shall  have  some  specimens  of  the  Tas- 
manian  locks  to  show  to  tlie  honorable 
member. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,— I  doubt  very  much 
whether  if  the  industry  were  started  here  we 
should  be  supplied  with  the  best  type  of 
locks.  It  might  be  only  the  common  or 
garden  variety  whic3i  the  firms  would 
manufacture,  because  they  could  not  make, 
for  example.  Vale  or  Chubb  locks. 

Mr.  Page.— The  locks  which  the  honor- 
able member  for  Bass  had  here  were 
tumbler  locks,  equal  in  finish  and  ererv- 
thing  else  to  Chubb  locks. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.— I  did  not  see  them. 
If,  howewr,  such  locks  are  made  here  al- 
ready without  this  high  duty,  it  is  a  very 
good  thing.  If  we  are  asked  to  agree  to 
an  increase  of  the  duties,  the  provision  for 
the  issue  of  a  proclamation,  which  is  sug- 
gested by  the  Senate,  though  I  regard  it  as 
an  encroachment  on  the  powers  of  this 
Chamber,  is,  to  some  extent,  a  safeguard 
against  the  imposition  of  high  rates.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  for  the  request. 

Mr  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4-9]— I  think 
that  the  Government  would  be  wise  if  thev 
dropped  this  "  flapdoodle  "  about  the  duties 
commg  into  operation  on  a  date  to  be  fixed 
by  proclamation  on  the  authoritv  of  a  joint 
address  from  both  Houses,  and  proposed 
straight  away  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.  This 
afternoon  the  honorable  member  for  Bas" 
happens  to  be  absent,  but  recently  I 
saw  m  his  possession  some  locks  which 
were  made  at  Launceston.  I  took  two  of 
them  to  Queensland,  where  lockmakers  de- 
clared them  to  he  equal  to  Chubb  locks. 
If  honorable  members  give  to  a  Colling- 
wood  industry  a  protection  of  50  per  cent 
stirely  to  goodness  they  will  grant  to  a 
Tasmanian  industry  a  protection  of  20  per 
cent  !  I  do  not  agree  with  the  honorable 
member  for  Lang  that  the  Tasmanian- 
made  locks  are  the  conmon  or  garden 
variety.  I  look  upon  the  Australian 
mechanic  as  second  to  none  in  the  world. 
A  Chul>hi  lock  is  not  a  patent  lock.  It  is 
^ock  Further,  the  lock*  ex- 
hibited in  this  Chamber  by  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass  were  quite  equal  in  everv 
respect  to  the  imported  article.  Their 
finish  was  simply  sunerb. 

Mr.  Johnson.— The , Treasurer  told  us 
nothing  about  th^fcedbyVJiOOgLe 
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Mr.  PAGE. — Because  the  information 
is  not  contained  in  his  blue-book.  There- 
fore he  does  no;  know  anything  about 
the  matter.  I  merely  ask  honorable 
members  to  give  this  Tasmanian  in- 
dustry a  chance.  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  hcxiorabde  member  for  Bass 
that  additional  experts  are  being  brought 
out  from  the  Old  Country  vrith  a 
view  to  enlarging  the  operatims  of  the 
lock-making  industry  in  Tasmania.  Hon- 
orable members  are  always  anxious  to  grant 
protection  to  a  CoUingwood  industry,  but 
so  far  I  have  not  hesrd  a  single  Victorian 
representative  say  a  word  on  behalf  of  this 
Tasmanian  industry. 

Mr.  Tudor. — The  honorable  member 
for  Kooyong  spoke  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  PAGE.— He  spoke  against  it.  I 
ask  the  honorable  member  for  Kooyong 
whether  he  is  willing  to  grsuit  a  protection 
of  20  per  cent,  to  this  Tasmanian  indus- 
try? 

Mr.  Knox. — I  am  prepared  to  grant  it 
a  15  per  cent,  dutv  under  the  feneral 
Tariff  and  a  10  per  cent,  rate  under  the 
Tarifif  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  PAGE. — I  suppose  that  the  honcH-- 
able  member  has  arranged  matters  with  the 
Oi'position  comer  party.  I  trust  that 
honorable  members  will  extend  to  this  Ta's- 
manian  industry  the  same  consideration 
that  they  would  extend  to  a  Victorian  in- 
dustry. A  duty  ol  15  per  cent,  is  not 
protective  in  its  incidence,  and  nobody 
knows  that  better  than  does  the  hcmorable 
member  for  Kooyong,  who  has  recently 
become  famous  as  one  of  the  leading  finan- 
■cial  authorities  of  the  world,  his  name 
feeing  coupled  in  that  connexion  with  the 
Ti.-imes  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Memda,  the  honorable  member  for  Dar- 
win, and  the  right  honorable  member  for 
Swan.  Yet  the  honorable  member  for 
Kooyong  is  so  much  of  an  Australian  that 
he  will  ^tend  to  a  Tasmanian  industry 
duties  of  fflily  15  per  cent,  under  the  gene- 
ral Tariff  and  of  10  per  cent,  under  the 
Tariff  for  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^He  will  vote  for  duties 
of  20  per  cent,  and  15  per  cent,  after  the 
honorable  member's  speech. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Is  the  honorable  member 
for  Wimmera  also  in  favoui  of  those 
duties?  All  I  ask  is  that  the  same  oppor- 
tunities shall  be  granted  to  a  small  indus- 
try in  Tasmania — which  has  every  prospect 
of  developing  into  one  of  the  greatest  in- 
dustries in  the  CwnnKmwealth — that  would 
be  ^«ided  to  a  Victorian  enterprise.  I 


hope  that  the  honorable  member  for  Koo- 
yong will  vote  for  a  duty  of  20  per  cent, 
under  the  general  Tariff. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY  (Darwin) 
[4.15]. — I  am  very  sorry  that  bonwable 
members  of  the  Opposition  corner  desire 
to  reduce  the  duty  upon  this  item,  because 
the  industry  which  it  would  benefit  ix  not 
located  in  Victoria;  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  selfishness  of  some  Victorian  represoi- 
tatives — especially  its  protectionist  mem- 
bers— is  beyond  human  understanding.  I 
have  consistently  voted  for  the  imposition 
of  duties  which  will  materially  assist  Vic- 
torian manufactories.  The  representatives 
of  this  State  admit  that  since  the  enact- 
ment of  tlie  Federal  Tariff  most  of  the 
Tasmanian  factories  have  had  to  close 
their  doors,  because  they  could  not  success- 
fully compete  with  the  Victorian  indus- 
tries, which  were  equipped  with  more  up- 
to-date  plants,  and  which  were  better  or- 
ganized. Yet  when  we  are  in  a  position 
to  extend  a  little  help  to  a  Tssmanian  in- 
dustry they  are  willing  to  grant  it  the  bene- 
fit of  a  duty  of  cmly  5  per  cent.  It  seems 
to  me  that  upon  the  last  day — the  day  of 
Judgment- 
Mr.  Tudor.— The  day  of  election  is  the 
day  of  judgment. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Let  us  hope 
that  upon  election  day  these  honorable  mem- 
bers will  meet  with  the  condemnation  of 
the  protectionist  electors  of  Victoria  for 
their  action  towards  the  weak  sister  'State 
of  Tasmania. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Are  locks  made  in  the 
honorable  member's  OHistituency  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  honor- 
able member  is  a  better  authority  upon 
dead-locks.  We  must  recollect  that  the 
great  Waltham  Watch  CMiipany  started 
operations  in  a  very  small  way.  If  pro- 
tection had  then  been  withheld  from  that 
enterprise  on  the  ground  that  it  was  so 
very  small  and  unimportant  there  would 
have  been  no  Waltham  Watch  Company  in 
existence  to-day.  The  Elgin  Watch  Cnn- 
pany  also  started  operations  at  Illinois  in 
a  very  humble  way.  All  these  great  enter- 
prises must  "have  small  beginnings.  Some 
hcmorable  members  who  are  themselves 
possessed  of  ample  means  are  disposed  to 
forget  the  struggling  lock-makers  of  Tas- 
mania. They  hsve  no  pride  of  ancestry, 
or  hope  of  posterity.  Here  is  an  industry 
which,  according  to  the  honwable  membn' 
for  Maranoa,  is  manufacturing  locks  eaual 
to  the  best  imported  article.^  ^^^T^ 
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Mr.  Bruce  Smith.— Will  the  honorable 
member  tell  us  the  name  of  the  Tasmanian 
firm  of  lock-makers? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEV.— It  is  a  Laun- 
(xstcxi  firm. 

Mr.  Bkuce'  Smith. — What  is  the  name 
of  it? 

Mr.  KING  O'MAtLEY-.— I  am  not 
here  to  advertise  individuals.  I  was  not 
sent  here  as  an  advertising  agent.  Only 
the  other  day,  a  Tasmanian  manufacturer 
wns  unfairly  treated  in  regard  to  the  duty 
oil  paraffine  wax,  and  now  the  honorable 
member  for  Parkes  wishes  to  deal  harshly 
with  another,  because  he  does  not  know  his 
name.  Will  he  vote  for  the  duty  if  I  give 
the  name? 

Mr.  Kelly. — The  honorable  member  has. 
only  just  ascertiained  it  frcxn  the'  hwiorable 
member  for  Gippsland. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  hope  that 
honorable  members  opposite  will  never  be 
called  to  account  for  the  great  injustice 
which  they  are  about  to  do  to  a  man  who 
has  established  a  useful  industry  in  the 
Comnumwealth.  The  little  State' of  Tas- 
mania made  no  bargains  when  she  entered 
the  union.  She  came  in  with  all  that  she 
had. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Did  she  send  all  that  she 
had  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MAIXEY.— She  has  a  lot 
in  reserve,  though  she  has  sent  men  to  re- 
jiresent  her  who  are  the  equal  of  any  in  the 
House,  who  take  a  second  place  to  none ; 
men  of  experience,  training,  and  qualifica- 
tion; while  she  has  sent  one  who  has  tra- 
velled a  liftle  more  than  most  other  honor- 
able members.  Of  course,  the  main  Oippo- 
sition  is  anti-e\'erything — anti-Australian, 
anti-Christian  

The  CHAIRMAN  .—Order ! 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  members 
of  the  Corner  Partv  were  sent  here  by  the 
Age.  on  the  strength  of  the  representations 
made  by  them  as  protectionists,  and  I  ask 
them  to  stand  to  their  guns. 

Mr.  Reio. — ^Why  this  attack  on  them? 
Xot  one  of  them  has  said  that  he  is  going 
to  vote  ag^nst  the  Go\-emment  prooosal. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— The  honor- 
able member  for  Koovong,  who  is  the  father 
and  leader  of  the  Party,  spoke  to  me  in 
the  fulness  of  his  soul. 

Mr.  Tudor. — Speaking  for  the  Corner 
Partv  is  a  risky  business. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— Yes,  because 
one  never  knows  when  he  has  them.  Some- 


times they  pull  one  way  and  snnetimes  an- 
other, but  always  for  themselves. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Order ! 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— I  admit  that 
this  has  not  much  to  do  with  the  issue  be- 
fore the  Committee;  but  in  Parliament  one 
never  talks  to  the  question.  I  ask  the 
Treasurer,  as  a  Tasmaman  native,  not  to 
sun-ender  in  this  matter.  I  wish  to  thank 
the-  honorable  member  for  Maranoa  for 
having  helped. 

Mr.  TiLLEY  Brown. — How  did  the  hon- 
orable member  square  him  ? 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— ^le  was  born 
square,  he  will  die  square,  and  will  be 
buried  square.  I  speak  as  a  representative 
of  the  State  in  the  Unicm  which  is  fore- 
most fcMT  beauty,  productivity,  intellec* 
tuality — — 

Mr.  Page. — And  spuds. 

Mr.  KING  O'MALLEY.— And  as  a 
feeder  of  the  Commonwealth.  Had  Mose!- 
been  able  to  find  such  potatoes  as  it  pro- 
duces, the  children  of  Israel  would  not  ha\e 
starved  in  the  wilderness. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [4.26].  —  It  has 
been  stated  that  locks  cannot  be  made  here ; 
but  they  can  and  are  made  successfully  in 
Tasmania. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  why  did  the  honorable 
member  allow  the  Committee  to  vote  a  duty 
of  only  5  per  cent,  on  locks? 

Mr.  COON.— At  the  time,  I  was  not 
aware  that  locks  were  made  here ;  but  in 
■proof  that  they  are  made  here,  I  now  pro- 
duce scxne  samples  made  in  Tasmania. 

Mr,  Webster. — Locks  of  what  kind? 

Mr.  COON.  —  The  honorable  member 
can  get  in  Tasmania  any  kind  Of  locks  he 
wants.  Now  that  honorable  members  know 
that  locks  are  made  in  that  State,  I  hope 
that  they  wilt  vote  for  the  duties  requested 
by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson. — Will  the  honwable  mem- 
ber swear  that  the  locks  which  he  has  were 
made  in  Tasmania? 

Mr.  COON.— Yes. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [4.28]. — To  reply  to  a  speech  like 
that  of  the  honorable  member  for  Darwin, 
in  which  he  answered  eflfectively  objections 
which  were  not  raised,  would  require  one 
to  traverse  too  wide  a  ground.  I  rise  only 
to  point  out  that  if  the  Senate's  request  is 
divided,  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  may 
not  be  accurately  expressed.  I  think  tliat 
it  would  be  better  to  deal  with  the  request 
as  a  whole,  whc^#ej^y'6^J(5§feed 
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to  make  the  requested  amendment^it  will, 
I  take  it,  be  in  order  to  move,  as  a  modi- 
fication, any  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Had  any  objection 
been  raised  when  it  was  suggested  that  we 
should  deal  with  the  request  as  three  sepa- 
rate prGposals,  I  should  not  have  allowed 
the  division ;  but,  having  dcme  so,  I  must 
put  each  question  separately,  unless  the 
Treasurer  withdraws  his  motion.  If  he  did 
that,  he  could  move,  as  a  modification,  the 
omission  of  the  stipulation  regarding  the 
proclamation. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [4.31]. — 
It  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  honorable 
member  for  Bass,  who  has  specially  studied 
this  question,  was  not  able  to  place 
samples  of  locks  before  the  Cwnmittee 
when  this  matter  was  last  under  discussion. 
As  a  consequence,  honorable  members 
acted  in  ignorance  "of  the  true  position.  I 
have  gcMie  very  carefully  through  the  samples 
stibmitted  by  him,  and  find  that  they  com- 
pare favorably  with  imported  locks.  They 
have  been  made  by  a  Tasmanian  firm,  which 
I  am  glad  to  learn  has  secured  a  large  order 
fiom  the  Government  of  the  State.  We 
know  that  that  Government  does  not  throw 
away  its  money,  but  that  it  administers  its 
affairs  in  the{  most  economical  '-fashion. 
Every  kind  of  lock  is  made — not  merely 
padlocks  and  door  locks  for  heavy  fasten- 
ings, but  locks  for  presses  and  drawers  as 
well.  The  Mount  Lyell  Company,  about 
whose  affairs  the  honorat^e  member  foe 
Koo}ong  kpows  something,  has  also  given 
orders  to  the  firm. 

Mr.  Knox. — The  firm's  work  is  dcxie 
well. 

Mr.  SALMON.— The  Mount  Lyell  Com- 
pany has  been  so  satisfied  with  the  Kxks 
made  for  it  that  the  honorable  member  for 
Bass  says  it  has  repeated  its  orders 
time  and  again.  Seeing  that  the  industry 
is  established,  and  is  making  locks  which 
compare  favorably  with  imported  locks,  I 
hope  that  the  Comnnittee  will  give  it  the  en- 
couragement which  it  deserves. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Kooyong)  [4.34].— I  do 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  split  hairs,  and 
as  I  ha^e  inccmtestable  evidence  that  the 
IocI»  made  in  Tasmania  are  satisfactory, 
I  shall  support  the  proposed  duties. 

MoticHi  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  made. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requcited  amendment',  iniertiug  the 
following  provision,  be  not  made — "  To  come 
into  oprrstion  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  hy  proclama- 


tion. Proclamution  to  issue  so  soon  as  a  joint 
address  has  been  passed  on  the  motion  of  Min- 
isters by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  stating;  that 
the  manufacture  is  sufficieotly  established  io 
the  Commonwealth;  but  until  the  issue  of  tuck 
proclamation,  Locks  free." 

Mr.  Re  ID. — We  all  agree-  to  the  omis- 
sion of  the  provisimi,  and  I  hope  that 
similar  provisions  will  be  left  out  of  other 
parts  of  the  Tariif. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.35]. — I  agree  with  what  was  said 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Parkes ;  but 
I  would  not  take  this  action  if  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  made  the  requested  amend- 
ment fixing  the  rates  of  duty  at  20  and  15 
per  cent.  If  I  cannot  get  rates  of  dutv 
which  are  to  take  effect  at  once,  I  shall 
accept  rates  to  come  into  operation  later 
on.  I  agree  that  it  may  prevent  an  undue 
disturbance  of  the  Tariff,  and  is  desirable 
in  many  respects. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson. — Why  should 
nbt  the  same  condition  be  attached  to  every 
item,  then? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  into  details,  but  I  desire  it  to  be 
understood  that  I  should  not  be  agreeable 
to  take  a  similar  course  in  regard  to  other 
similar  requests. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made. 
Requested    amendm«its    in    item  206 
(Pins),  and  item  207  (Platinum),  made. 

Item  217.  Standards,  steel  fencing  of  alt 
lengths,  and  Pillars,  Wedgeis,  patent,  for 
Droppers  and  Standards,  ad  val.  (General  Tariff) 
5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom)  free. 

Request. — Leave  out  the  words  "steel  fencing 
of  all  lengths  and  Piilars,"  and  insert  in  Heu 
thereof  the  words  "  and  Pillars,  steel  fencing; 
of  all  lengths."  Make  the  duties  (General 
Tariff)  per  cent.,  (United  Kingdom)  12^  per 
cent. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [4.40]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendments  in  wording 
be  modified  to  fnake  the  item  read  as  follows  :— 
"Steel  Standards  and  Pillars  of  all  len^hs  for 
fcncinp ;    patent    Wedgers    for    Droppers  and 

Standards. 

I  have  been  furnished  with  a  memorandum 
to  the  effect  that  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Executive  Council  in  the  Senate  promised 
that  if  possible  a  proposal  should  be  made 
in  this  Chamber  to  make  the  item  read  ac- 
cording to  the  modification  which  I  have 
proposed. 

Mr.  POYNTON  (Grey)  [4.42].— This  is 
a  proposal  which  largely  affects  those  areas 
of  country  where  timbra-  is  ^scarce,  and  the 
while  ants  are  trqjjj^ljM^pip^jCi^  see 
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why  we  should  impose  duties  of  17}  per 
cent  and  i2|  per  cent,  on  fencing  ma^al, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  thousand  of  miles 
of  country  in  Australia  cannot  be  fenced 
without  iron  or  steel  standards.  It  appears 
to  me  that  an  attempt  is  being  made  to 
sneak  in  a  high  duty  on  the  fenciiig  ma- 
terial that  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  some 
parts  of  Australia.  Certainly,  reasons 
ought  to  be  given  by  the  Treasurer  as  to 
why  we  should  depart  from  our  oiiginal 
intention  of  making  the  item  5  per  cent, 
under  the  general.  Tariff  and  free  in  re- 
gard to  ihe  United  Kingdwn. 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST  (Swan)  [4-45]  — 
1  understand  that  fencing  standards  are 
usually  made  of  iron,  not  of  steel. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  am  not  anxious 
about  the  word  "  steel." 

Sir  JOHN  FORREST.— What  is  meant 
by  a  patent  wedger,  and  what  does  it 
mattet  whether  the  wedger  imported  for 
'fences  is  patented  or  not? 

Mr.  BATCHELOR  (Boothby)  U-A^].— 
I  see  no  necessity  for  inserting  the  word 
*"  steel."  The  word  "Standards"  by  it- 
self is  sufficient.  Wooden  standards  are 
not  imported.  But  the  Minister  has  given 
no  reason  why  we  should  increase  the  duty. 
There  is  no  work  involved  in  making  stan- 
dards. It  is  merely  a  matter  of  punching 
two  or  three  holes  in  lengths  of  steel  or 
iron.  That  cannot  be  called  a  process  of 
manufacture,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
impose  duties  of  17J  per  cent,  and  12 J 
per  cent. 

Mr.  PAGE  (Maranoa)  [4.47].— I  had 
rather  see  the  words  "  iron  or  steel  "  placed 
before  the  word  "  Standards,"  so  as  to 
leave  no  possibility  of  misapprehension. 

Mr.  DuGALD  Thomson.—"  Steel  "  in- 
dicates iron  under  the  definititm  clause  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  PAGE.— It  is  just  as  well  that  that 
should  be  made  clear ;  because  the  tricks 
played  by  the  Custom's  officers  are  some- 
thing like  those  which  the  heathen  Chinee 
played  upon  Bill  Nye — they  are  "peculiar" 
at  times.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  CusIotis 
definitions  which  are  works  of  art. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^Worfcs  of  art  or  artful- 
ness? 

Mr.  PAGE. — Thev  are  works  of  artful- 
ness, but  not  on  the  part  of  the  officers. 
Thev  think  it  right  to  squeeze  as  miirh  as 
thev  can  out  of  the  public.  I  move  as  an 
amendment  to  the  proposed  modification — 

That  before  the  word  "Standards"  fte  word 
"  Iron  "  be  inserted. 


Sir  John  Forkest. — What  are  patent 
wedges  ? 

Mr.  PAGE.— They  are  used  for  fenc- 
ing. Unlike  the  honorable  member  for 
Boothby,  I  think  that  there  is  good  reason 
to  fear  the  importation  of  wooden  stan- 
dards for  fencing  purposes. 

Mr.  Hume  Cook. — We  are  willmg  to 
agree  to  the  honorable  member's  proposal. 

Mr.  PAGE. — Then  I  do  not  wish  to 
flog  a  dead  horse,  and  shall  withdraw  my 
amendmoit  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Treasiu^  will  incorporate  it  in  bis  pro- 
posal. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Proposed  modificaticm,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Modon  (by  Sir   Wiluah  Lyne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  smeDdmeots  in  wording 
be  modified  to  make  the  item  read  as  follows — 
"Iron  Standards  and  Pillars  of  all  lengths  for 
fencing,  Patent  Wcdgcrs  for  Droppers  and 
Standards." 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Moreton)  [4.52].— I 
propose  to  move  that  the  request  be  agreed 
to  with  a  modification  leaving  out  the  word 
"patent"  after  the  word  "wedgers." 

Mr.  Bkuce  Smith.— The  use  of  the 
word  "  wedgers "  without  the  wwd 
"  patent  "  would  be  more  comprehensive. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  would  make  the 
provision  much  wider. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— Will  the  Treasurer 
accept  my  proposal  ? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  think  that  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  the  word 
"  patent  "  to  remain,  although  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  omission  of  the  word 
would  make  a  material  difference. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR.— Since  the  Treasurer 
objects  to  my  proposal,  I  shall  not  press 
it. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parkes)  [4.54]. 
— I  take  it  that  the  object  of  this  requested 
amendment  is  to  place  all  iron  ari3  steel 
material  used  for  fencing  upon  a  footing 
different  from  that  of  the  material  coming . 
under  item  170,  which  provides  for  a  duty 
of  30  per  cent,  in  respect  of  the  general 
Tariff.  Unless  all  iron  and  steel  material 
used  for  fencing  is  spedally  included  in 
this  item,  there  is  a  danger  of  its  being 
made  dutiable  at  30.  per  cent,  under  item 
170,  "Manufactures  of  Metals."  That 
being  so,  the  Senate  has  very  properlv  re- 
quested the  insertion  of  the  word  "  wed- 
gers." The  question  is  whv  should  the 
reduced  duty  requested  by  the  Senate  be 
limited  to  patent  wedgers?    Why  should 
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it  not  be  applied  to  all  wedgers  used  for 
fencing?  I  shall  propose,  later  on,  a 
modification  providing  for  the  omission  of 
the  word  "  patent." 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [4.56].^! 
would  point  out  that  if  steel  fencing  is  a 
thing  apart  from  standards  and  pillars,  the 
effect  of  the  amended  proposal  now  made 
by  the  Treasurer  is  to  bring  steel  fencing, 
which,  under  this  request,  would  be  duti- 
able at  17I  per  cent.,  under  ancMher  item 
in  respect  of  which  a  duty  of  30  per  cent, 
is  imposed.  The  Senate  draws  a  distinc- 
tion between  standards  and  pillars  and  steel 
fencing. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Steel  fencing  is  a 
separate  thing. 

Mr.  REID.— Then  I  would  point  out 
that  by  the  suggested  modification,  insert- 
ing the  word  "  for  "  after  the  word  "  pil- 
lars," steel  fencing  will  be  excluded  fr<»n 
this  requested  amendment. 

Sir  William  Lvke. — Steel  standards  or 
pillars  may,  or  may  not,  be  brought  in  with 
steel  fencing. 

Mr.  REID. — The  item,  as  it  was  origi- 
nally passed  by  this  House,  covered 
steel  fencing  of  all  l«igths.  making  it  duti- 
able  at  5  per  cent,  under  the  general 
Tariff,  and  free  in  the  case  of  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Senate 
has  made  a  request  .still  including  in  the 
item  steel  fencing  of  all  lengths,  but  pro- 
posing that  it  shall  be  dutiable  at  17^  per 
cent,  under  the  general  Tariff  and  at  12J 
per  cent,  in  respect  of  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  effect  of  the 
modification  now  proposed  by  the  Trea- 
sure, however,  will  be  to  omit  steel  feiK- 
ing  from  this  item  and  to  make,  it  dutiable 
at  30  per  cent.  Surely  the  Treasurer  does 
not  desire  that  iron  and  steel  standards 
shall  be  dutiable  at  17}  per  cent,  and  that 
steei  fencing  shsU  be  dutiable  at  30  per 
cent.  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — Why  not? 

Mr.  REID.— That  would  be  a  most  ex- 
traordinary proposal. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — What  is  meant  by 
steel  fencing? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — A  great  deal  of 
steel  fencing  is  imjiorted  without  the  stan- 
dards. 

Mr.  REID.— If  we  bad  been  told  that 
this  re-arrangement  was  designed  to  make 
steel  fencing  dutiable  at  30  per  cent,  I  do 
not  think  that  we  should  have  expressed 
agreement  with  it- 


Sir  John  Forrest. — I  think  that  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  modify  the  request  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  Iron  "  before  the  word 
"Standards,"  and  to  make  no  other  altera- 
tion in  the  wording. 

Mr.  REID.— That  would  be  sufficient. 
1  suggest  that'  we  deal  first  of  all  with 
the  proposal  to  modify  the  request  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  Irwi "  before  the  word 
"  Standards." 

The  CHAIRMAN.— Is  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Committee  that  I  put  first  of  all 
the  proposed  modification  providing  for 
the  insertion  of  the  word  "  Ircm ? 

Honorable  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— trea- 
surer) [5.3]. — Before  that  is  done.  I  should 
like  to  point  out  that  it  was  suggested  to 
me  by  the  hwiorable  member  for  Maranoa 
that  wooden  standards  are  very  largdv 
used,  and  that,  as  we  have  splendid  timbo- 
in  Australia  suitable  for  the  purpose,  we 
should  limit  the  standards  referred  to  in 
this  item  to  those  made  of  iron. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — Has  the  Treasurer 
heard  of  wooden  standards  being  im- 
ported? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.—I  hare  not. 
We  have  in  Australi::,  plenty  of  timber 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  I  do  not  wish 
to  agree  hastily  to  any  pro,posal,  and.  in 
consequence,  to  be  called  upon  hereafter  to 
recommit  the  request.  My  desire  is  to  as- 
certain exactly  what  will' be  the  effect  of 
'he  insertion  of  the  word  "  Iron."  The 
difficulty  is  that  the  word  "  .standard  "  in- 
cludes wooden  as  well  as  iron  and  steel 
standards,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  withdraw 
the  protection  which  should  be  afforded  to 
wooden  standards  made  here.  In  framing 
the  Tariff,  in  the  first  instance,  all  these 
matters  were  very  carefully  gwie  into,  and 
there  was  a  good  reason  for  the  wording 
selected  for  the  various  items.  Unless  I 
am  able  to  see  clearly  the  effect  of  any 
modification  of  the  wording  of  an  item  as 
originally  submitted  T  am  not  disposed  to 
agree  to  it.  On  looking  into  the  matttf 
now,  ray  feeling  is  that  I  should  adhere  to 
the  word  "standards." 

Mr.  Reid.— But  this  item  is  under 
metals  and  machinery  and  cannot  possibly 
refer  to  wooden  standards. 

Mr.  Hutchison. — If  it  cannot  refer  to 
wooden  standards  there  is  no  necessity  for 
inserting:  the  wcwd  "iron." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Exactlv,  and 
I  shall  ask  leave  to  amend  mv  prc^xsed 
modification  by  leaving  out  'the  word 
"  iron."  ^  . 
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Mr.  Reid. — 1  agree  that  if  the  item 
cannot  refer  to  wooden  standards  there  is 
no  necessity  for  the  word  "  iron." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  ask  that  the 
word  "iron"  be  omitted  from  my  pro- 
posed modification. 

Modification  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.7].— I  wish 
to  have  steel  fencing  included  as  well  as 
standards  and  pillars,  and  I  therefore 
move — 

That  the  proposed  mollification  be  amended  by 
inscriiD"  after  the  word  *' feocing "  the  words 
"steel  fencing  of  all  lengths  and". 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYXE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5- 10]. — 1  ask  the  Committee  not  to 
agree  to  the  right  honorable  gentleman's 
amendment.  This  steel  fencing  is  manu- 
factured here  and  is  provided  for  elsewhere. 
To  admit  it  free  would  be  to  place  local 
manufacturers  of  steel  fencing  at  a  great 
disadvantage  and  to  place  the  labour  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  such  fencing 
locally  at  a  much  greater  disadvantage. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — The  honorable 
member  introduced  the  proposal  himself. 

Mr.  Salmon. — ^The  hwiorable  gentle- 
man made  a  mistake  in  doing  so. 

Sir  WILLLVM  LY\E.— And  that  was 
stated  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Kelly. — Then  why  did  not  the 
Minister  alter  it? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Because  I  did 
not  propose  to  recwnmit  any  item.  If 
people  require  this  class  of  fencing  let  the 
raw  material  be  imported  and  the  manu- 
facturing of  the  fencing  done  here. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — Who  uses  it,  and 
what  is  it  used  for? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— It  is  ornamen- 
tal fencing  used  by  the  wealthier  people 
for  fencing  round  gardens  and  parks.  It 
should  not  be  placed  in  the  same  category 
as  pillars  and  standards  which  are  used 
with  all  classes  of  wire  fencing. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  do  not  think  the 
honorable  gentleman  can  alter  it  now.  as 
the  Senate  has  not  proposed  any  amend- 
ment of  the  words  "  steel  fencing  of  all 
lengths." 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— We  can  modify 
the  Senate's  requested  amendment  in  any 
way  we  please. 

^Ir.  Reio. — If  this  .steel  fencing  is 
limited  strictly  to  ornamental  fencing  used 
to  enclose  private  parks  no  one  can  object 
to  its  being  dutiable,  but  the  Treasurer  at 
first  proposed  that  it  should  be  admitted 
free. 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — It  is  used  on  pastoral 
areas. 


Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— Not  this  orna- 
mental fencing  ? 

Mr.  PoYNTON. — Yes. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.  —  Then  those 
who  use  it  should  pay  duty  on  it.  I  ask 
the  Committee  not  to  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  right  honorable  mem- 
ber for  East  Sydney. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  submit  that  it  is  not  competent 
for  the  Committee  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  steel  fencing  of  all  lengths,"  seeing  that 
they  have  not  been  an»nded  in  any  way  by 
the  Senate.  They  were  in  the  item  as  it 
was  sent  from  this  House  to  the  Senate, 
and  the  item  has  been  returned  bv  the  Sen- 
ate with  these  words  still  in  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  point  out  to  the 
honorable  member  that  the  Sena  te' s  re- 
quested amendment  is  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  steel  fencing  of  all  lengths  and  pillars,'* 
and  to  insert  "and  pillars,  steel  fencing 
of  all  lengths."  The  Senate's  requested 
amendment  transposes  the  words*  referred 
to,  and  it  is  quite  oxnpetent  for  the  Trea- 
surer to  move  any  modification  affecting  the 
words  dealt  with  in  the  Senate's  requested 
amendment. 

Sir  John  Forrest. — My  point  is  that 
the  Senate  has  sent  these  words  back  exactly 
as  they  were  passed  bv  this  Committee  pre- 
viously. We  passed  the  words  "  steel 
fencing  of  all  lengths  "  as  tme  portion  of 
the  item,  and  the  words  "  and  pillars"  as 
another.  As  the  item  is  sent  back  to  us  by 
the  Senate,  we  have  still  the  words  "  and 
pillars,"  then  a  comma,  and  then  the  words 
"  steel  fencing  of  all  lengths."  These  lat- 
ter words  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  word 
"  pillars."  My  contention  is  that  it  is  not 
competent  for  this  Ccwnmittee  to  deal  with 
any  part  of  an  item  which  the  Senate  has 
not  suggested  should  be  amended. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (North 
Sydney)  [5-15].^ — Haiorable  members  are 
under  a  misapprehension,  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Minister  has  given  a  wrong  ex- 
planation of  this  matter.  These  words 
"steel  fencing  of  all  lengths"  were  ori- 
ginally intended  to  be  merely  a  qualification 
of  the  word  "-standards."  Elsewhere  we 
have  an  example  of  the  kind  in  the  use  of 
the  words  "  Steel,  roughed  shaped  for 
chafFcutter  and  other  knives."  It  was  never 
contemplated  that  steel  ferKuig  of  alt 
lengths  should  be  admitted  free.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  have  ever  placed  ornamental 
fencing  on  the  free  list.  What  we  did  ^lace 
on  the  free  list  ^fi,g?y/g0>^^te<lards. 
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If  the  Minister  will  refer  to  the  officers  of 
the  D^artment,  he  will  find  that  dutv  has 
been  charged  on  such  fencing.  Honorable 
senators  in  another  place  made  a  mistake 
in  trying  to  amend  the  wording  of  the 
item  as  it  passed  this  House,  and  observing 
their  error  subsequentlv  deared  that  a  cor- 
rection should  be  made  here, 

Mr.  Reid.  —  The  Senate's  requested 
amendment  leaves  the  wording  of  the  item 
as  awkward  as  it  was  before.  They  had 
only  to  say  "  standards  and  pillars  for 
fiteei  fencing  of  all  lengths." 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON.— That  was 
discovered  before  the  Bill  left  the  Senate, 
and  our  attention  is  called  to  it.  The  Min 
ister  is  now  trying  to  amend  the  wording 
of  the  item  to  give  effect  to  what  was  ori- 
ginally intended,  onlv  he  did  not  properly 
explain  the  matter,  and  honorable  members 
have  been  given  the  impression  that  we 
have  been  admitting  ornamental  fendng 
free,  though  we  have  never  d<me  so. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyme.— That  is  the  true 
explanation  of  the  matter.. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [S-i8]  — 
After  the  explanation  given  by  the  honor- 
able member  for  North  Sydney,  I  am  quite 
satisfied.  I  understand  now  that  steel 
fencing  was  never  intended  to  be  included 
in  this  item.  I  was  afraid  that  something 
was  about  to  be  dropped  which  was  pre- 
\iousIy  included  in  the  item,  but  as  that  is 
not  so,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  of  modificatioo  (Mr.  Reid  s), 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  KELLY  (Went^vorth)  [S-ipl-— I 
understood  that  there  was  some  proposal  to 
leave  out  the  word  "patent." 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  said  that  I  pre- 
ferred to  retain  that  word. 

Mr.  KELLY. — These  wedgers  are  re- 
quired for  fencing  that  is  not  ornamental 
fencing.  These  are  cheap  fences ;  and  the 
question  before  us  is  a  most  important  one. 

Mr.  Reid. — This  is  the  most  mixed-up 
item  I  ha.ve  ever  seen ! 

Mr.  KELLY. — I  should  prefer  honor- 
able manbers  with  more  knowledge  than 
mvself  of  the  necessities  of  the  outside 
settlers  to  deal  with  this  item ;  but 
I  know  enough  to  realize  that  these 
articles  are  practically  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  some  of  the  hard-pressed 
pioneers,  who  certainly  deserve  as  much 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  this  National 
Committee  as  has  been  extended  to  others. 
We  have  made  a  number  of  raw  materials 


free  because  they  affect  the'  daily  avocation 
of  voters  in  the  great  cities;  and  I  think 
that  those  out  back,  who  cannot  easily 
organize  themselves  politically,  are  worthy 
of  as  much  encouragement  as  those  in  the 
great  centres  of  population. 

Mr.  Saluon. — Will  the  honorable  mem- 
ber withdraw  his  oppo^tim  if  it  is  shown 
that  outback  settlers  do  not  use  these 
articles  ? 

Mr.  KELLY.— If  it  is  shown  that  out- 
back settlers  do  not  use  these  patent 
wedgers,  I  shall  not  resist  the  duty ;  but  I 
believe  that  these  articles  are  used  in  out- 
lying districts.  I  hope  that  honorable 
members  who  are  Intimately  acquainted 
with  the  dicumstances  and  the  struggles  of 
our  settlers  will  see  that  justice  is  6aoe. 

Mr.  POVNTON  (Grey)  [5.23].— The 
Treasurer  has  told  us  that  this  duty  affects 
only  ornamental  feruing  used  by  well-to-do 
persons.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Minister 
would  deliberately  make  a  statement  with 
the  intention  of  deceiving  the  Qxnmittee : 
but  ]  can  assure  honorable  members  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  tc»is  of  this  material 
u  sed  ever  y  year  to  enclose  holdings  in 
places  where  there  is  no  timber,  or  where 
the  white  ant  sa>urge  is  very  severe. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Steel  fencing? 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Any  quantity.  The 
A  section  of  the  Tariff  Commission  put 
these  articles  on  the  free  list,  whereas  the 
B  section,  singularly  enough,  recommended 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  In  a  district 
recently  opened  up  in  South  Australia,  I 
venture  to  say  that  tons  of  these  materials 
are  being  used,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  wood  fencing.  The  steel  fencing 
is  lighter  to  cart,  lasts  much  longer,  and, 
on  the  whole,  comes  cheaper  than  wood, 
and  it  is  used  in  country  of  the  very  poorest 
clas?. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  was  never  in- 
tended that  the  words  should  be  taken  in 
the  sense  in  which  they  were  accepted  in  the 
tirst  instance ;  and  it  is  in  oonsequoice  of 
the  wording  being  wrong,  that  the  altera- 
tion is  made. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— That  is  to  say,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Minister  to  put  a 
duty  on  these  articles. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Yes. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— Then  we  understand 
that  the  object  is  to  impose  duties  of  17^ 
per  cent,  and  Z2^  per  cent,  on  every  class 
of  fencing  used  in  the  ^ape  of  iron  or 
steel  ?  I 
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Mr.  Reid. — I  withdrew  my  amendment 
OQ  the  statement  that  this  fendng  was  used 
mly  for  gardens  and  ornament^  railings. 
If  it  is  used  fot  settlers'  purposes,  I  have 
been  induced  to  withdraw  the  amendment 
under  a  wrong  statement. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  is  not  used  for 
settlers'  purposes. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— I  protest  against 
duties  of  17J  per  cent,  and  12J  per  cent, 
being  imposed  merely  for  the  sake  of 
affording  employment  in  cutting  the  ma- 
terial into  lengths  and  pundiing  holes. 
There  is  no  industry  in  the  sense  of  the 
manufacture  of  the  standard  or  the  steel ; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  a  boy,  with  a 
punching  machine,  could  turn  out  loads. 
The  proposed  duty  would  seriously  handi- 
cap a  number  of  people  who  use  this  kind 
of  fencing,  not  because  they  desire  to  do 
.  so,  but  because  they  are  forced  ta 

Mr.  Livingston. — Because  they  cannot 
get  timber. 

Mr.  POYNTON.— The  honorable  mem- 
ber who  interjects  is  a  protectionist,  and  he 
admits  that  this  fencing  is  used  because 
settlers  cannot  procure  timber.  I  suppose, 
however,  that,  because  1  am  a  free-tradex, 
the  bwiorable  member  will  take  no  notice 
of  my  protest ;  but  I  urge  honorfd)le  m«n- 
bers  to  be  very  careful  before  they  inflict 
a  great  injury  on  3  large  number  of  sec- 
tiers,  who  occupy  the  very  poorest  class 
of  country.  Even  on  the  South  Australian 
railways  the  Govenraient  have  been  fwced, 
in  the  absence  of  wood  material,  to 
use  this  \'ery  class  of  fencing,  and  my  vote 
will  not,  therefore,  be  given  for  a  dutv. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS  (Robertson) 
[5.50]. — This  is  i.n  item  of  the  same  class 
as  wire  netting. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — It  has  nothing  to 
do  with  wire  netting. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— The  Trea- 
surer is  quite  wrong  in  the  idea  that  this 
material  is  used  only  for  fancy  fencing. 
Not  only  on  the  South  Australian  rail- 
ways, but  all  over  the  country  immense 
(]^uantities  are  in  use  for  ordinary  fencing, 
sunply  owing  to  the  fact  that,  in  certain 
localities,  no  suitable  timber  can  be  found. 
In  sandy  country,  with  poor  scnl  and 
stunted  trees,  and  where,  perhaps,  the 
white  ants  prevail,  as  in  the  north,  such 
fencing  is  an  absolute  necessity.  Such  is 
Hkt  case  in  the  Northern  TerritOTy,  and 
in  the  northern  part  of  Queensland. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Do  the  settlers  use  steel 
fendiig? 


Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— Settlers  can 
use  either  iron  or  steel,  and,  if  they  can 
get  the  latter  at  a  suitable  figure,  they 
prefer  it. 

Mr.  Watkins.— The  honorable  member 
knows  that  settlers  do  not  use  steel  fenc- 
ing. 

.  Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— I  know  that 
at  the  present  time  there  is  on  the  market 
a  fencing  wire  made  very  largely  of  steel, 
which  is,  of  course,  a  superior  kind  of 
ircHi,  and  much  more  serviceable.  This 
kind  of  fencing  is  used  in  immense  quan- 
tities in  carrying  wire  netting ;  and,  if  the 
Treasurer  is  desirous  of  promoting  settle- 
ment—of doing  something  for  the  man  cm 
the  land  

Sir  William  Lyne. — Do  not  talk  any 
more  about  the  man  on  the  land. 

Mr.  HENRY  WILLIS.— If  the  Trea- 
surer will  place  this  article  on  the  free 
list  I  shall  sit  down.  I  cannot  understand 
the  Committee  supporting  the  impositim 
of  the  proposed  duties. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [5.33].— I 
hope  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to  the 
proposed  increased  duty,  which  appears  to 
be  most  monstrous  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  fencing  is  largely  used  in  manv 
parts  of  Amtralia  where  wood  is  scarce 
or  non-existent,  or  where,  if  wood 
can  be  used,  it  is  liable  to  be 
swept  uway  bv  fire  at  anv  time.  I 
was  recently  talking  to  a  man  who,  within 
the  last  few  mcmths,  in  the  north-west  of 
Western  Australia,  has  three  times  had  his 
wooden  fencing  eaten  away  by  white  ants, 
which  not  only  destroy  the  posts,  but,  by  , 
reason  of  some  acid  which  thev  deposit, 
destroy  the  wire.  This,  of  course,  would 
not  happen  if  steel  standards  anrf  droppers 
are  used.  I  can  assure  hcmorable  mem- 
bers  that,  years  ago,  hundreds  of  miles 
of  steel  fencing  were  used,  and  similar 
fencing  is  being  used  to-dav  in  South 
Australia,  without  the  aid  of  one  piece  of 
wood.  It  is  also  used  where  there  is 
danger  of  the  rabbit-proof  fencing  being 
destroyed  by  fire.  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  not  agree  to  the  proposed  duty,  which 
would  be  an  unjustifiable  tax. 

Sir  William  Lyne.— On  this  motion  we 
are  dealing  only  with  the  wording. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Does  the  Treasurer 
mean  to  say  that  he  will  not  ask  us  to 
agree  to  the  duty? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — I  do  not  mean  to- 
say  anything  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— If  ^^tiKrt  would 
settle    the    qUfestiofl.by  ^P<^^  Hfce 
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the  Treasurer  to  he  reasonable  for  once, 

and  give  the  people  who  are  holding  the 

back-blocks  a  show.    I  hope  the  item  will 

be  left  as  it  was  before. 

Proposed  modification    of    wording  of 

item,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lyme)  put — 
That   the   requested    amendmeDt,   making  the 

duties  on   item   217    (Standaids,   &c.),   ad  vai. 

(General   Tariff)   i;^  per  cent.;  (United  King* 

dom}        per  cent.,  be  made. 

The  Committee  divided. 
Ayes      ...  ...  ...  25 

Noes      ...  ...  ...  2tf, 


Majority        ...  ...  4 

AVES. 

Lyne,  Sir  WiJiiam 
Maloney,  \V.  R.  N. 
Mathews,  J. 
Miiuger,  S. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Saimon,  C.  C. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Webster,  W. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

Tellers: 
Koster,  V.  J. 
Watkins,  D. 
Noes. 

Mahon,  H. 
Palmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Keid.  G.  H. 
Snmnsnn,  S. 
Stnclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spcnce.  W.  G. 
Thomson,  Duijald 
Wilks,  \V.  H. 
Willis,  Heary 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Liddeli.  F. 
Fairs. 

Watson,  J.  C.  Wilson,  J.  G. 

Slorrer,  D.  McWilliams,  W.  J. 

Chanter,  J.  M.  Batchelor,  E.  L. 

Kingston,  C.  C.  Edwards,  R. 

Fisher.  A.  Bowden,  E.  K. 

O'Malley,  King  Irvine.  W.  H. 

(Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 
Requested  amendment  not  made. 

Item  232,  Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels  of 
oyer  18  inches  diameter  in  the  tread,  for  trucks 
and  w.af;gons,  and  all  steel  parts  for  such  wheels, 
on  and  after  30th  November,  1907,  ad  val. 
((General  Tariff)  5  per  cent. ;  (tJnited  Kingdom) 
free. 

A'rj«<'j^— Leave  out  "18"  and  insert  "30." 
Sir  WILLIAM   LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [5.45]. — I  desire  to  move — 

That  the  words  "  and  Steel-rimmed "  be  left 
out,  and  that  after  the  word  "Wheels"  the  let- 
ters "  Q.e.i."  be  inserted. 


Bamford,  F.  W. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
i  ook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Oouch,  R.  A. 
Deakin,  A. 
Kwing,  T.  T. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Harper,  R. 
Hutchison,  J. 

Atkinson,  L. 
Brown,  Tillcy 
Brown,  Thomas 
Cook,  Joseph 
Kairbairn,  G. 
Forrest,  Sir  John 
F'oMon,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
I'vsh,  Sir  Philip 
Glvnn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,   W.  N. 
lolinson.  W.  E. 
Kelly.  W.  H. 
Knox.  W. 
Livingston,  J. 


The  CHAIRMAN.— I  cannot  accept 
the  amendment  foreshadowed  by  the  Trea- 
surer. The  amendment  requested  by  the 
Senate  merely  alters  the  diameter  from  18 
to  30  inches. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Cannot  we  modify  the 
request  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.— We  can  agree  or 
disagree  with  the  request,  or  alter  the  num- 
ber of  inches  in  the  diameter.  But  if  I 
were  to  allow  the  honorable  member  to 
move  the  amendment  he  has  indicated,  we 
could  go  back  on  any  item.  If  I  per- 
mitted the  Treasurer  to  move  in  the  way 
he  desires,  the  Committee  could  go  back 
over  the  whole  of  the  items,  the  Senate 
could  do  the  same,  and  there  would  be  no 
finality  in  the  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— I  wanted  to 
modify  the  request  in  a  way  that  honorable 
members  opposite  would  probably  have 
preferred.  As  the  Chairman  has  ruled 
that  I  cannot  do  so,  I  am  placed  in  the 
position  of  having  to  move  that  the  re- 
quested amendment  be  made. 

Mr.  DUGALD  THOMSON  (NOTth 
Sydney)  [S-S®]-— The  Senate  has  made  a 
request  that  the  duties  on  steel  and  steel- 
rimmed  wheels  of  over  30  inches  diametor 
in  the  tread  be  5  per  cent,  and  free.  Could 
you,  sir,  not  accept  this  modification  of  the 
request,  that  the  duties  on  steel  wheels  of 
over  30  inches  diameter  should  be  5  per 
cent,  and  free,  but  that  the  duties  on  steel- 
rirmned  wheels  of  over  15  or  18  inches 
diameter  should  be  5  per  cent,  and  free? 
That  is  to  say,  that  all  steel  wheels  imder 
30  inches  diameter  should  be  subject  to  the 
higher  duty,  and  that  all  steel -riirmied 
wheels  under  r5  or  20  inches  diameter,  or 
whatever  number  of  inches  might  be  de- 
cided upon,  should  be  subject  to  the  higher 
duty.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  request.  It  agrees  with  the 
Senate  as  regards  one  line  of  wheels,  and 
makes  a  modification  as  regards  the  other 
line. 

Mr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [5.51].— I 
take  it  that  the  object  is  to  atparate  the 
two  classes  of  wheels — ^the  one  which  is 
used  for  locomotive  purposes  and  is  not 
made  here  from  the  other  which  is  made 
here.  I  imderstood  that  the  amend- 
ment which  the  Minister  was'  about  to  pto- 
pose  was  a  modificaficn  of  the  Senate's 
request.  The  question  now  is  whether  the 
diameter  in  the  tread  shall  Be  18  or  30 
inches.  If  honc»-able  members  adopt  the 
larger  diameter  the]t„|f^^^^^foeel» 
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wtuch  are  used  on  the  narrow-gauge  rail- 
ways which  exist  in  every  State  but  the  two 
large  States. 

Sir  WiLUAM  LvNE. — Not  only  that ;  but 
on  the  narrow-gauge  lines  of  the  coal  com- 
panies. 

Mr.  WATKINS.— It  appears  that  whal 
is  accepted  by  the  Railways  Cc«nmissioners 
of  the  diiferent  States  is  not  a  steel  wheel 
but  a  wrought-iron  wheel  with  a  steel  rim. 
Ordinary  wheels  for  other  purposes  are 
made  here  up  to  a  diameter  of  30  inches — 
and  made  plentifully,  I  believe — of  cast 
steel  or  cast  iron,  but  without  a  steel  rim. 
The  amendment  which  I  understood  the 
Minister  desired  to  propose  was  one  to  dif- 
ferentiate between  the  two  classes  of 
wheels. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — That  is  what  I 
wanted  to  do. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [5.54].— The 
Treasurer  did  not  make  that  quite  clear. 

Sir  WiLLiAU  Lyne. — I  did. 

Mr.  REID. — No.  The  suggestion  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Newcastle  would, 
I  think,  be  perfectly  in  order.  The  item 
deals  with  two  kinds  of  wheels.  A  uniform 
diameter  for  those  two  kinds  was  fixed  by 
us,  and  an  alteration  of  the  diameter  is 
suggested  by  the  Senate.  Surely  it  would 
be  open  to  the  Committee  to  accept  an  al- 
teration of  the  diameter  as  to  one  kind  but 
not  as  to  the  other  kind?  The  effect  of 
the  request  is  to  open  up  again  the  questicm 
of  the  diameter  of  steel  wheels  and  steel- 
rimmed  wheels.  I  quite  follow  your  rul- 
ing, sir,  as  to  the  other  words  of  the  item. 
I  think  that  when  you  gave  your  ruling 
just  now  you  had  not  before  you  the  in- 
formation which  you  now  have,  otherwise 
I  feel  sure  that  you  would  not  have  ruled 
as  you  did.  I  quite  admit  that  there  can 
be  no  alteration  which  does  not  turn  on  the 
question  of  the  diameter.  Only  that  ques- 
ti<m  is  raised ;  but  it  is  raised  as  to  two 
kinds  of  wheels.  Surely  it  is  open  fo  us 
to,  if  we  like,  modify  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  which  incidaitally  modifies  our 
original  proposition — to  say  that  steel- 
rimmed  wheels  shall  be  18  inches  diameter 
as  we  decided  before,  but  that  as  regards 
steel  wheels  we  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senate  to  fix  the  diameter  at  30  inches. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [5.55].— I 
hope  that  the  C(xnmittee  will  see  its  way 
cl^r  to  make  something  like  the  altera- 
tion suggested  by  the  Treasurer.  I  recog- 
nise that  local  manufacturers  can  cast  steel 
wheels  here  in  one  piece,  even  up  to  per- 


haps a  larger  diameter  than  30  inches. 
They  are  made  and  used.  I  can  say  that 
they  are  good  wheels,  because  I  use  them. 
I  want  tfte  tyres  of  railway  wheels  which 
are  not  rolled  or  made  in  Australia  and 
the  centres  which  are  made  out  of  one  piece 
of  wrought  stek  admitted  at  a  reasonable 
duty. 

Mr.  Mathews.  —  Are  these  special 
wfieels  used  with  a  diameter  of  under  30 
inches  ? 

Mr.  HEDGES. — The  class  which  is  re- 
quired for  railway  work  is  not  made  here 
to-day.  I  am  willinjg  to  agree  to  the  re- 
quest -that  as  T^ards  cast  steel  wheels  for 
timber  tramways  or  trolleys  and  that  sort 
of  work  the  diameter  should  be  increased 
from  18  to  30  inches.  But  as  regards  what 
I  call  first-class  railway  wheels,  as  they  are 
made  to-day  

Mr.  Mathews. — ^That  is,  42  inches  dia- 
meter. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— No.  The  honorable 
member  wants  to  tax  the  wheels  for  the 
railways  of  Queensland,  South  Australia, 
and  Western  Australia — even  the  tyres  for 
repairing  the  wheels  on  the  rolling-stock 
—at  the  rate  of  35  or  40  per  cent.,  which 
is  out  of  all  reason.  Surely  the  States 
should  be  allowed  to  repair  their  railway 
waggcms  at  a  reascmable  cost  I  They  can- 
not procure  the  tyres  here.  I  acknowledge 
that  the  local  manufacturers  can  cast  steel 
wheels.  Th^  are  making  a  good  wheel  in 
one  piece  with  the  tread  and  all.  But 
wheel  centres  of  the  class  which  is  re- 
quired for  railway  waggons  are  not  cast. 
Last  year  I  bougbt  over  ;^3,ooo  worth  of 
steel  wheels  frtxn  Krupp's.  They  are 
made  of  wrought  steel  in  one  piece ;  there 
is  no  welding  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Wrought  iron. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— No;  they  are  made 
of  steel  throughout — axles  centres  and  rims 
— and  bear  the  Government  mark.  If  they 
were  iron  wheels  this  item  would  not  apply 
to  them. 

Mr.  Watkins. — Yes,  it  would ;  because 
parts  of  the  wheel  are  steel. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  item  refers  to 
steel  wheels  and  to  all  steel  parts  for  such 
wheels. 

Mr.  Watkins.— The  word  "  steel  "  will 
have  to  come  out. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— We  do  not  want  that 
word  to  be  taken  out.  What  the  Treasurer 
desires  to  do  is  merelv  to  alter  the  cwder  of 
the  wOTds  of  the  item.  I  should  like  to 
know,  sir,  whether  it  will  be  in  order  ttj 
alter  the  position  of  the  words,  but  not 
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the  words  themselves.  We  certainly  do  not 
want  to  take  any  step  which  would  upset 
the  railway  business  of  Australia,  and  al- 
low only  the  wheels  for  use  on  the  broad- 
gauge  railways  of  Victoria  to  come  in  at  a 
low  duty,  while  the  wheels  for  use  on 
narrow-gauge  lines  come  in  at  a  high  duty. 
That  would  be  grossly  unfair.  Why 
shmild  a  man  who  happens  to  use  a 
wheel  with  a  diameter  of  half-an-in<4i 
less  than  that  of  the  wheel  used  by 
another  man  be  taxed  at  a  higher  rate? 
All  the  produce  that  is  carried  on  the  rail- 
ways has  to  go  to  the  same  market,  no  mat- 
ter what  kind  of  wheel  is  used.  I  contend 
that  we  should  not  differentiate  between 
wheels  in  that  respect.  I  am  quite  willing 
to  protect  the  local  manufacturers  in  casting 
steel  wheels  of  30  inches  diameter  in  the 
tread ;  but  the  wheels  to  which  I  hare  re- 
ferred are  not  cast.  I  hope  that  the  Trea* 
surer  will  try  to  put  this  matter  right. 

Arr.  WATKINS  (Newcastle)  [6.2].— I 
rise  to  suggest  how,  in  my  opinion,  the  dif- 
ficulty might  be  got  over.  If  the  Commit- 
tee were  to  disagree  with  the  request  to  in- 
crease the  diam^r  to  30  inches,  and  to 
allow  the  item  to  stand  as  it  was  passed 
here,  the  Treasurer  could  then  move  this 
modification — 

(a)  Steel  wheels,  n.e.i.,  over  30  inches  dia- 
meter in  the  tread,  for  trucks  and  waggons,  and 
all  parts  for  such  wheels,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

That  would  protect  all  steel  cast  wheels 
which  are  made  here— 

(b)  Steel -rim  Died  wheels  of  over  tS  inches 
diameter  in  the  tread,  for  trucks  and  waggons, 
and  all  parts  for  such  wheels,  ad  val.  (General 
Tariff),  5  per  cent.;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  rule  under  which  we 
oould  iK>t  send  back  a  modification  of  that 
kind  to  the  Senate  for  its  consideration. 
If  the  Treasurer  were  to  agree  to  that 
suggestion,  it  would  overcome  the  difficulty. 
The  request  of  the  Senate  allows  wheels  for 
the  two  large  States  with  wide-gauge  lines 
to  come  in  free,  but  it  is  absolutely  unfair 
to  the  States  which  ha\-e  narrow-gauge 
lines.  Cast  wheels  are  made  here.  I'he 
wheels  that  arc  used  on  the  railways  mav 
have  cast  steel  centres.  In  New  South 
Wales  they  are  simply  wrought  steel, 
.welded  into  practically  one  solid  mass  in  a 
die  bv  means  of  very  heavy  and  expensive 
machinerv,  and  will  not  be  made  here  for 
goodness  knows  how  many  years. 

Mr.  3irATHEws.— They  hare  been  made 
here. 


Mr.  WATKINS.— No.  The  local  manu- 
facturers have  only  made  cast  iron  wheels. 
As  regards  anything  which  they  can  make, 
I  am  quite  willing  to  agree  to  a  duty  of 
30  per  cent. ,  but  1  am  not  prepared'  to  im- 
pose a  duty  of  40  per  cent,  on  an  article 
which  I  krfow  will  not  be  made  here  for 
perhaps  fifty  years. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.4]. — I  mo\« — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  not  made, 
but  that  the  following  modification  be  added 
to  the  item  : — 
And  on  and  after  6th  May,  igoS — 

Item  223.  (A)  Steel  Wheels,  n.e.i.,  of  over 
30  inches  diameter  in  the  tread,  for 
trucks  and  waggons,  and  all  steel 
parts  for  such  wheels,  ad  val.  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  5  per  cent. ;  (United  King- 
dom), free. 
(b)  Steel-rtmmed  wheels  of  over  18  inches 
diameter  in  the  tread,  for  trucks  and 
waggons,  and  all  steel  parts  for  such 
vrtieels  ad  val.  (General  Tariff),  5  per 
cent. ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  Committee  that  if  I  had  entertained 
the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer  in  the  form 

ill  which  he  originally  desired  to  submit  it, 
I  should  have  rendered  it  possible  for  hon- 
orable members  to  go  back  upon  anv  par- 
ticular item.  To  illustrate  my  meaning, 
I  would  refer  honorable  members  to 
request  No.  77  of*  the  Senate  which 
relates  to  item  1 65 ,  and  which  a{>- 
pears  on  page  23  of  the  Schedule.  At 
the  end  of  paragraph  a  of  that  item  the 
Senate  has  requested  that  certain  words 
shall  be  added.  If  I  were  to  allow  honor- 
able members  to  go  back  upon  the  earlier 
portion  of  that  item  I  should  open  up  e\'er 
so  many  different  subjects  for  discussion. 
Then  when  the  Schedule  was  returned  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the 
Senate  would  be  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  go  back  upon  other  items,  and  thtis  it 
would  become  impossible  to  reach  finality. 
But  as  the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer  has 
now  been  submitted,  the  position  is  en- 
tirely different,  and  as  it  relates  practically 
to  one  request  I  intend  to  accept  it. 
AfotitMi  agreed  to. 

Requested  amendment  not  made,  but 
modification  made. 

Item  326.  Wire,  n.e.i.,  ad  val.  (General  TuifF) 
10  per  cent. ;  and  on  and  after  16th  KoTOaber, 

1907,  free ;  (United  Kingdom),  free. 

RrqufsL—ThiX.  after  the  letters  "n.e.i."  the 
words  " ,  also  woven  wire  measuring  over  ao 
holes  to  the  lineal  inch  "'be  inserted. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Humfr— Trea- 
surer) [6. 11]. — I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 
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When  we  come  to  deal  with  the  duty  to  be 
imposed  upon  this  item,  I  wish  to  make  it 
apply  from  a  c^ain  date,  because  it  w<ls 
so  intended  at  the  time  it  was  levied,  and 
it  is  neoessaiy  to  adopt  that  course  to  in- 
d^iuiify  the  Custonfts  Department' 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [6.12].— I 
hope  that  the  Committee  will  not  agree  to 
the  proposal  of  the  Treasurer.  This  item 
relates  to  wire  gauae  such  as  is  used  in  all 
battery  screening.  As  hcmorable  members 
are  doubtless  aware,  this  screening  only 
lasts  a  very  few  hours.  Xts  average  life  is 
less  than  a  week.  Many  of  the  Kalgoorlie 
mines  expend  over  £3,00  per  annum  upon 
this  screening.  I  desire  to  secure  onlv  a 
very  slight  alteration  in  the  request.  I  wish 
to  substitute  the  figures  "  10 "  fw  the 
figures  "20,"  The  item  will  then  provide 
fca-  woven  wire  measuring  over  ten  holes 
to  the  lineal  inch. 

.  Mr.  TtJDOR. — If  we  do  that  we  might 
as  well  wipe  out  the  request  altogether. 

Mr.  HEDGES. — Surely  the  mining  in- 
dustry is  deserving  of  some  consideraticm. 
Simply  because  a  few  individuals  are  en-' 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bird  cages 
and  rat-traps  we  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  a  big  industry  like  that  of  mining.  If 
we  agree  to  the  Treasurer's  proposal,  the 
material  used  upcm  all  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian mines  will  be  subjected  to  a  very 
heavy  duty  under  another  item. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  honorable 
member  wishes  to  secure  a  lower  duty. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— No.  I  desire  that  the 
rate  levied  under  this  item  shall  apply  to 
the  screening  used  iri  all  mining  batteries, 
and  I  want  "  ten  holes  to  the  lineal  inch  " 
substituted  for  "  twenty  hdes  to  the  lineal 
inch."  The  request  is  only  a  reasonable 
one.  In  this  connexion  we  must  recollect 
that  there  are  many  working  miners  in  the 
Commonwealth  who  run  their  own  batteries. 
These  individuals  are  often  located  in  re- 
mote places,  where  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  them  to  procure  this  woven  wire  from 
Melbourne  or  Sydney.  The  cost  of  car- 
riage upon  it  from  Fremantle  to  Geraldtctfi 
and  to  places  in  the  interior,  constitutes  a 
very  severe  tax. 

Sir.  Bamford. — Thev  will  have  to  pav 
that  tax  no  matter  where  the  material 
comes  from. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— But  they  would  have 
to  pay  a  heavier  freight  from  Sydney  to 
Fremantle  than  they  would  from  London 
to  Fremantle. 

Mr.  Mathews. — That  is  on  account  of 
the  Shipping  Trust. 


Mr.  HEDGES.— Unfortunately,  any- 
thing that  will  benefit  the  mining  industry 
is  regarded  by  Vict(uian  representatives  as 
being  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
mcmwe^th.  I  want  them  to  listen  to  the 
voice  of  reasOT  and  to  substitute  '*  ten 
holes  to  the  lineal  inch,"  for  "  twenty  holes 
to  the  lineal  inch."  That  is  all  that  is 
required. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — It  is  a  lot,  too. 

Ut.  HEDGES.— It  is  not  very  much. 
I  have  received  about  twenty  telegrams 
upon  this  subject.  Directly  this  request 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  the  Chamber 
of  Mines  of  Western  Australia  wired  to 
me  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  Tudor. — That  body  declared  that 
twenty  holes  to  the  lineal  inch  would  satisfy 
it,  and  that  proposal  was  carried  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Different  classes  of  ore 
require  different  meshes  of  screening.  After 
this  request  had  been  agreed  to,  it  was 
clearly  proved  that  there  is  as  much  netting 
used  containing  100  holes  to  the  square 
inch  as  there  is  netting  containing  400  holes 
to  the  square  inch.  If  there  be  one  in- 
dustry in  Australia  whicli  should  receive 
assistance  at  our  hands  it  is  that  of  min- 
ing. Even  Labour  members  cannot  urge 
that  child  labour  is  employed  in  this  indus- 
try or  that  sweating  is  practised  in  con- 
nexion with  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 
pays  the  highest  wages  in  the  world.  Let 
us  assist  it  to  continue  paying  such  wages. 
In  Kalgoorlie  and  other  places  in  Western 
Australia,  the  quality  of  the  ore  being 
mined  is  gradually  deteriorating,  and,  con- 
sequently, this  is  not  the  time  to  unduly 
tax  the  industry.  I  vaiture  to  say  that 
to  mines  within  the  "golden  mile,"  in 
Kalgoorlie,  the  operation  of  the  new  duties 
levied  under  this  Tariff  will  make  a  dif- 
ference of  nearly  _^ioo,ooo  a  year. 

Mr.  Mathews. — I  think  that  the  hon- 
orable member  is  "  stretching  "  it  a  little. 
The  mines  do  not  pay  much  by  way  of  duty 
upon  their  machinery. 

Mr.  HEDGES.  —  We  are  now 
asked  to  penalize  one  of  the  best 
industries  in  the  Commonwealth.  The 
m  i  ners  in  Wratern  Aust  ra  Ha  a  re  pa  id 
the  highest  wages  in  Australia.  Our  mine 
managers  have  not  reduced  their  wages 
since  1893,  when  water  was  very  scarce 
and  provisions  were  dear.  In  stxne  cases 
even  higher  wages  are  paid  now  than  were 
paid  at  that  time. 
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Mr.  Mathews.— That  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  my  infonnation. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— What  I  have  stated  is 
a  fact,  notwithstanding  that  the  men  are 
now  getting  dieir  water  free,  whereas  they 
used  to  have  to  pay  heavily  for  it.  Why 
should  honorable  members  d^ire  to  injure 
tixt  mining  industry  by  taxing  the  screening 
that  the  stuff  from  the  battery  has  to  go 
through?  What  I  want  is  that  gaujee 
with  a  mesh  lOO  holes  to  the  square  inch 
should  be  allowed  to  come  in  duty  free. 
The  Government  support  the  free  admission 
of  a  material  with  a  mesh  running  "  twenty 
holes  to  the  lineal  inch."  What  is  meant 
by  that?  There  is  not  such  a  thing  as  a 
lineal  inch  of  hole  per  square  inch.  I 
appeal  to  honorable  membo's  to  help  me  in 
this  respect,  and  I  move — 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  modified  by 
leavui|!  out  the  figures  "  20 "  with  a  view  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof   the  figures  "  10." 

Tir.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [6.25].— When 
this  matter  was  last  under  discussion  the 
honorable  monber  for  Frenwntle  leceived 
a  telegram  from  Western  Australia  stating 
that  some  of  the  gauze  used  in  connexion 
with  the  batteries  there  had  a  mesh  up  to 
900  holes  to  the  square  incli.  The  pro- 
rx)sal  with  regard  to  admitting  duty  free 
gauze  with  a  mesh  twenty  holes  to  the  lineal 
inch  was  agreed  to  as  a  comprmnise.  In 
my  opinion  if  we  were  to  agree  to  the 
honorable  member's  amendment  the  result 
would  simply  be  the  free  admission  of  all 
kinds  of  fly  wire  gauze  which  is  dutiable 
now-  I  trust  that  the  prDposr.l  of  the  Sen- 
ate will  be  accepted. 

Progress  reported. 

COMMONWEALTH    AND    STATES : 
FINANCIAL  PROPOSALS. 

PAPERS. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea- 
surer) [6.27]. — I  desire  to  lay  upon  the 

table — 

Memorandum  transfer  of  State  Debts  to 
the  Commonwealth  and  Financial  Arrangements 
connected  therewith. 

Public  Debts  of  Australia,  as  at  30th  June, 
1907. 

I  regret  that  it  was  not  posable  to 
table  these  papers  earlier  in  the  day. 
I  have  been  wrestling  with  the  Printing 
Office  a  1 1  diiy  long,  but  the  papers 
have  only  just  arrived.  I  do  not  think 
that  honor;:l)le  memixTs  will  desire  me 
to  read  them,  inasmuch  as  printed  copies 
will  be  distributed  during  the  evening. 
I    also    lay    upon    the    table    a  large 


quantity  of  figures  of  great  importance 
which  I  have  had  prepared  in  relation  to 
our  financial  proposals.  I  wish  to  say  that 
a  few  days  ago  the  Prime  Minister  and 
myself  attended  at  the  Premiers'  Confer- 
ence, when  the  Prime  Minister  urged  upon 
the  representatives  of  the  States  Uie  neces- 
sity for  the  Commcmwealth  Parliament 
dealing  with  the  question  of  old-age  pen- 
sions at  s.n  early  date.  He  explained  the 
positi(»i  taken  up  by  the  Gcn^mment  in 
that  regard,  and  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
the  Premiers  were  not  adverse  frcHn  any 
proposal  w  hich  we  a  re  1  i  kel  y  to  ma  ke. 
The  matter  will  be  one  for  future  discus- 
sion, but  I  thought  it  advisable  to  inform 
the  House  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Prime 
Minister  on  that  occasion  in  relation  to 
what  I  am  sure  is  considered  by  all  hon- 
orable members  to  be  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance.  I  need  only  add  that 
we  hope  that  even  before  any  final  finan- 
cial arrangement  is  come  to  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  States  it  will  be 
possible  for  us  to  deal — in  fact,  there  is  & 
great  probability  of  that  being  done — ^with 
the  important  question  which  I  have  men- 
tioned.   I  conclude  by  moving— 

That  the  papers  be  printed. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [6.31].— I 
desire  to  say  

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  did  not  under- 
stand that  a  debate  would  take  place  at 
this  stage.  If  there  is  to  be  a  debate,  it 
will  disarrange  other  business. 

Mr.  REID.— There  will  be  no  long  de- 
bate, but  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  old-age  pensions 
proposal ;  though  I  desire  to  see  the  papers 
which  the  Treasurer  has  laid  upcm  the  table 
before  I  make  my  remarks. 

Sitting  suspended  from  6.32  to  7.4$  p.m. 

Mr.  REID. — I  certainly  do  not  wish  to 
initiate  a  debate  upon  the  paper  just 
laid  on  the  table,  containing  the  financial 
proposals  to  be  submitted  by.  the  Federal 
Ministry  to  the  Conference  of  State 
Premiers;  but  I  desire  to  take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  to  make  one  or  two  ob- 
servations. The  first  is  that  I  very  deeply 
regret  that  the  Federal  Govenunent  were 
not  prepared  with  their  scheme  when  the 
States  Premiers  assembled  in  this  metro- 
polis. The  delay  that  has  occurred  has 
ccffnpletely  shipwrecked  any  prospect  of  use- 
fulness on  the  part  of  the  assemblage  of 
Premiers,  and  it  shows  very  bad  manage- 
ment, considering  that  the  date  of  the  Ccm- 
ference  had  been  fixed  sonui^ime^befcve. 
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Sir  William  Lyne. — And  altered  once 
or  twice. 

Mr.  REID. — Altered  always  ih  the  di- 
rection of  giving  more  instead  of  less  time. 
Considering  that  the  questicm  has  been 
threshed  out  for  a  good  many  years  by 
various  Governments,  and  various  Confer- 
ences, I  deeply  regret  that  the  grievances 
of  the  States  in  connexion  with  the  Coti- 
monwealth  have  been  greatly  aggravated 
by  this  want  of  promptitude  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — And  the  right  hon- 
orable member  is  trying  to  make  them 
more  aggravated. 

Mr.  REID.— I  think  that  I  am  making 
no  observations  save  those  which  any  busi- 
ness man  might  make.  When  two  bodies 
meet,  is  it  not  disgraceful  that  one  of  them 
should  be  unprepared  to  consider  one  of 
the  matters  proposed  to  be  dealt  with  at 
that  meeting  ?  Is  it  not  disgraceful  that 
the  Premiers  should  have  sat  in  Conference 
for  a  week  without  having  put  before  them 
any  information  in  the  nature  of  a  proposal 
from  the  Federal  Government? 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^We  did  not  ask 
them  to  meet. 

Mr.  REID.— Surely  that  is  not  the  atti- 
tude which  should  be  taken  up  in  connexion 
with  this  matter. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  right  h(xior- 
able  member  was  the  instigator  

Mr.  REID. — Might  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, Mr.  Speaker,  to  say  a  word  or  two? 
I  do  not  mirid  interrupticxis  on  trivial  occa- 
sions, but  I  want  to  make  my  remarks  as 
brief  as  possible. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — ^And  I  want  to  keep 
the  right  honorable  monber  on  the  right 
line  as  he  goes  along. 

Mr.  REID. — I  may  be  entirely  wrong. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne.— The  right  hcmor- 
able  member  is. 

Mr.  REID.— But  I  suggest  that  the  hon- 
orable member  is  the  worst  possible  judge 
of  such  matters.  I  regret  that  the  Fe- 
deral Government  were  not  prepared  when 
the  Conference  met  with  the  distinct  set 
of  proposals  which  they  are  now  submitting, 
after  it  has  been  sitting  for  a  full  week, 
and  when  the  Premier  of  Queensland  is 
compelled  to  leave  Australia.  I  wish  also 
to  express  my  regret' that  this  paper  cori- 
tains  no  reference  to  the  question  of  old- 
age  pensimis.  I  had  hoped,  frcmi  an  ob- 
servation made,  befwe  dinner,  bv  the  Trea- 
surer, that  some  endeavour  would  be  made 
at  Mice  to  arrive  at  a  friendly  arrangement 
with   the   Governments   of  the  difiFerent 


States  which  would  enable  a  Federal  sys- 
tem of  old-age  pensions  to  be  brought  into 
force  without  delay. 

Mr.  Fisher. — I  understand  that  that  is 
one  of  the  postpcmed  items  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Premiers'  Conference. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  merely  referring  to 
this  paper  which  I  had  the  advantage  of 
reading  during  the  adjournment  for  dinner, 
and  which  is  supposed  to  contain  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. I  have  taken  it  as  such,  but,  un- 
fortunately, I  find  in  it  no  reference  to 
any  arrangement  in  respect  of  old-age  pen- 
sicHis,  such  as  might  be  made  with  tlie 
States  Premiers  during  the  present  Con- 
ference. If  the  Governments  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  would  consent  to  a  national 
system  being  at  once  introduced,  the  dif- 
ficulty in  connexion  with  the  Braddon  sec- 
tion would  be  immediately  removed.  If 
each  State  would,  bv  Act  of  Parliament — ■ 
I  admit  that  an  Act  would  be  necessary — 
authorize  the  Federal  Government  to  de- 
duct from  the  Customs  and  Excise  revenue 
returnable  to  it  an  amount  covering  its 
liability  in  respect  of  a  Federal  scheme  of 
old-age  pensicms,  such  a  systan  could  be 
brought  into  force  without  our  waiting  f Or 
the  expiration  of  the  Braddon  secticm.  In 
1905,  the  then  Federal  Government  met  the 
States  Premiers  in  Conference  at  Hobart, 
and  made  a  very  strong  effort  to  induce 
them  to  fall  in  with  such  a  proposal. 
The  representatives  of  three  of  the  States 
were  agreeable,  but  the  representatives  of 
the  remaining  three  were  not.  The  three 
States  which  at  that  time  were  not  pre- 
pared to  agree  to  such  a  proposal  were 
suffering  verv  severely,  I  admit,  from  a 
financial  strain,  which  in  the  case  of  two 
of  them — Queensland  and  South  Australia 
—has  since  been  relieved.  The  revwiue  of 
those  two  States  is  far  more  buoyant  than 
it  then  was.  I  do  not  for  one  mcsnent  sa'y 
that  the  Government  niay  not  be  making  an 
effort  of  this  sort  

Sir  William  Lyne. — We  have  already 
commenced. 

Mr.  REID.— All  that  I  say  is  that  this 
paper  omtains  no  reference  to  it,  although 
it  is  supposed  to  embody  the  proposals  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Conference  by  the 
Federal  Government.  I  refer  to  it  because 
I  should  be  delighted  to  hear  that  some 
arrangement  of  the  kind  I  have  mentioned 
had  been  made.  I  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  do  as  the  Commonwealth  Go- 
vernment in  1905  did — that  they  will  use 
their  utmost  en^^^(So0ifl^@t  some 
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friaidly  arranganent,  such  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, with  the  Premiers  of  the  States. 
Had  there  been  in  this  paper  any  refer- 
ence to  the  matter,  it  would  perhai»  have 
been  unnecessary  for  me  to  refer  to  it.  I 
intend  to  allude  to  only  one  other  matter, 
because  I  do  not  wish  at  present  to  canvass 
this  scheme.  Having  regard  to  the  short 
time  that  I  have  had  to  study  it,  I  should 
not  presume  for  one  moment  to  criticise  it 
in  any  shape  or  form.  It  is  one  that  we 
shall  have  to  most  carefully  ccmsider.  I 
approach  the  matter  with  which  this  paper 
deals  with  the  most  earnest  desire  to  bring 
about  a  friendly  settlement  of  all  these  dif- 
ficult and  important  questions.  I  am  sure 
that  none  of  us  wish  to  make  such  a  set- 
tlement in  any  way  difficult.  That  being 
so,  I  repeat  that  I  do  not  want  to  criticise, 
or  even  to  attempt  to  criticise,  this  scheme 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  it 
at  length.  I  notice,  by  the  way,  that  the 
honorable  member  for  Kooyong  is  not 
treated  very  well  in  ronnexion  with  it. 

Sir  WiLUAM  Lyne. — Now  then,  now 
then  ! 

Mr.  REID.— The  honorable  member 
claims  great  latitude  in  addressing  the 
House,  and  surely  I  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press myself  without  this  incessant  chatter 
on  his  part.  He  is  like  an  old  poll  parrot 
on  a  perch. 

Mt.  Thomas. — The  rfght  hcHiorabte 
member  for  East  Sydney  at  one  time  used 
to  appreciate  interiections. 

Mr.  REID.— Here  we  have  the  in- 
evitable "  chipper  in."  I  have  a  vivid 
recollection  of  a  notice  of  motion  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Kooyong  whidi  ap- 
peared on  the  business-paper,  and  which, 
in  the  most  elaborate  way,  unfolded  a 
scheme  for  a  Council  of  Finance.  What 
the  honorable  member  for  Kooy<xig  then 
set  forth  in  a  distinct  notice  of  motion  is 
included  in  the  Government  proposals  em- 
bodied in  this  paper. 

Mr.  Crouch. — And  it  is  acknowledged 
on  page  4  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  REID. — It  is  mentiwied  as  s«ne- 
thing  referred  to  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Rooycxig — as  if  it  were  some  chance 
interjectiwi  in  the  course  of  debate  such 
as  the  honorable  member  for  Barrier  de- 
lights to  make. 

Mr.  Thomas. — Does  the  right  honor- 
able in«nber  think  that  that  scheme  was 
worthy  of  greater  notice? 

Mr.'  REID. — I  think  that  it  was  a  scheme 
worthy  of  the  most  profound  observation. 
After  sitting  on  that  ^g  for  three  years 


the  Treasurer  has  incubated  a  scheme 
somewhat  resembling  that  proposed  by  the 
hcmorable  member  for  Kooyong.  The  pouit 
that  I  wish  to  make,  however,  is  a  serious 
one.  The  pith  of  the  Uovemment's  scheme 
involves  figures  relating  to  ^  three- 
fourths  of  Customs  and  Excise  revenue  xe- 
turnable  to  the  States  under  the  Bradd<m 
secti<»i.  The  Government  propose  that  in 
tespect  of  that  three-fourths  a  fixed  sum  of 
;£6,ooo,ooo  shall  be  aimually  returned  to 
the  States.  That  total  at  once  attracted 
my  attention,  because  it  seemed  to  me  th»t 
it  bad  no  proper  basis.  I  hope  that  hm- 
orable  members  will  remanber  that  I  am 
not  by  one  word  canvassing  the  scheme; 
that  I  am  simply  locdong  at  the  figures 
on  which  it  is  based.  In  his  Budget 
speech,  delivered  on  the  8lh  August  last, 
the  Treasurer  estimated  that  the  total 
amount  to  be  paid  to  the  States  under  the 
Braddon  scheme — in  respect  of  the  three- 
fourths  of  Customs  and  Excise  re\'enue  re- 
turnable to  them — this  year  would  be  not 
;^6, 000,000,  but  ;£7,777,2o8. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — Does  the  right 
honorable  member  suppose  that  that  rate 
will  be  maintained? 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  dealing  only  with 
the  figures. 

Mr.  HtnrcHisoN. — ^The  average  amount 
returned  so  far  to  the  States  has  been  more 
than  ;£6, 000,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
speculations ;  I  am  dealing  cxily  with  the 
actual  figures.  Honorable  members  must 
not  forget  that  we  are  now  in  the  eleventh 
month  of  the  financial  year  1907-8,  so  that 
it  is  therefore  for  financial  purposes  prac- 
tically at  an  end.  To  show  how  this  pro- 
posal to  return  to  the  States  a  fixed  sum  of 
;£6,ooo,ooo  will  affect  the  different  States. 
I  would  point  out  that  under  it  New  South 
Wales  will  be  credited  with  ^^833,000  less 
than  her  prc^mtion  of  the  three-fourths 
foe  the  present  year. 

Sir  Wiluam  Lvne. — ^Yes;  but  that  is 
not  the  average;  be  fair. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  not  stating  that  it 
is  the  average ;  I  am  stating  the  figures  for 
the  year. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — For  a  bocMn  year. 

Mr.  REID. — I  shall  mention  presently 
that  the  Customs  revenue  for  this  year 
will  be  at  least  ;£6oo,ooo  or  ;£7oo,ooo  in 
excess  of  the  Treasurer's  estimate  in 
August  last. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irtime. — ^The  returns  for 
last  quarter  show  an  annual  Te\-^ue  of 
o^-er  ;£",ooo,oo(^^g.^,^^^^^QoQgIe 
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Mr.  REID. — It  will  be  something  enor- 
mous ;  but  I  wish  to  keep  on  the  safe  side. 
The  figures  I  have  mentioned  do  not  cover 
the  great  increase  in  the  revenue  which 
has  occurred  since  the  Treasurer  delivered 
his  Budget  speech. 

Mr.  Sampson.— Still  the  Treasurer's 
estimate  in  respect  of  the  amount  return- 
able to  the  States  was  in  regard  to  only 
one  year. 

Mr.  REID. — But  the  proposals  out- 
lined in 'this  paper  are  to  be  the  basis  of 
a  permanent  scheme. 

Mr.   Sampson. — We  cannot  take  as  a 
basis  the  figures  for  one  year. 

Mr.  REID. — I  do  not  wish  to  be  drawn 
into  a  discussion  of  the  scheme,  because 
it  would  be  unfair  to  those  who  have  not 
a  copy  of  the  paper  before  them  to  do 
so.    1  am  merely  giving  the  facts  and  am 
not   canvassing   the   sch«ne.    The  hon- 
orable member  may  be  able  to  show  that 
the  suggested  arrangement    is  perfectly 
fair ;  I  do  not  ask  the  Canmittee  to  con- 
demn it  before  they  have  a  full  statement 
in  regard  to    it.     Victoria,  under  this 
scheme,  would  receive  ;£36o,ooo  less  than 
the  amount  which  the  Treasurer  estimated 
in  his  Budget  speech,  would  be  returned 
to  her  this  year..  The  amount  which  would 
be    returnable    to   each    State    if  this 
arrangement   were   agreed   to   is  set  out 
in     this     paper,    and    I    am  putting 
against  it  the  estimate   made  by  the 
Treasurer     in     his     Budget  speech. 
They  are  the  Treasurer's  figures  in  both 
cases.     On  the  ^£6, 000,000   basis,  New 
South    Wales    would    get    j£2, 2  23,624, 
whereas  her  estimated  three-fourths  this 
year,  according  to  the  Treasurer's  Budget 
Statement,   is  £5,056,^9'   or  ;^833,265 
more ;  Victoria    would    get  ;^i,794,3i2, 
while    her    estimated     three-fourths  is 
;^2,i52,i88  or  £357,By6  more.  Queens- 
land would  .get  ;^779,388,  and  her  esti- 
mated   three-fourths    is    £949<754,  or 
;^i7o,366   more;   South  Australia  would 
get  ^559,044,  and  her  estimated  three- 
fourths  is  ;£6io,i58.  or  ^^51,114  more; 
Western  Australia — which  is  the  worst  of 
all — would  get  ;£38i,234,  while  her  esti- 
mated   three-fourths    is    ;^758,o75,  or 
^1^376, 841  more.     Western  Australia  would 
get  on  the  ^6,000,000  basis  about  half  of 
the  three-fourths  which  the  Treasurer  esti- 
mated in  his  last  Budget  will  be  returned 
to  her  during  the  present  year. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — A  special  arrange- 
ment is  to  be  made  for  Western  Australia. 


Mr.  REID. — Tasmania  would  receive 
j^262,398  (Ml  the  ;^6,ooo,ooo  basis,  while 
her  estimated  three-fourths  is  j£2SO,i44. 
so  that  she  alone,  of  all  the  States,  would 
be  better,  off. 

Mr.  Sampson. — ^The  prc^xised  payments 
which  the  right  hcxiorabk  gmtleman  is 
reading  are  on  a  population  basis. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able gentleman  is  making  a  wrong  com- 
parison. 

Mr.  REID. — I  am  using  the  paper 
which  the  Treasurer  has  laid  on  (he  table ; 
I  do  not  know  if  he  has  another  scheme 
up  his  sleeve. 

Mr.  Sampson.-— It  is  the  statement 
marked  b  vhich  gives  ^e  same  basis  of 
distributiwi  as  was  adopted  in  the  Budget 
Estimate. 

Mr.  REID. — In  either  case,  the  States 
are  worse  off.  New  Soutb  Wales  would 
be  ^^28,985  more  to  the  bad.  The  Budget 
estimate  of  the  three-fourths  returnable  to 
the  States  for  the  current  financial  year  was 
^7j777.2o8;  but  I  shall  be  well  within 
the  mark  if  I  say  that  the  actual  three- 
fourths  returnable  will  be  at  least  ;^5oo,ooo 
more.  The  three-fourths  returnable  during 
the  current  year  will  be  at  least  j£8,277,goo, 
or  more  than  ^^2, 000.000  more  than  the 
total  payment  under  this  scheme. 

Sir  William  Lyne. — The  right  honor- 
able gentleman  is  dealing  with  the  returns 
for  one  year  onlv,  which  is  not  fair. 

Mr.  REID.— One  might  think  that  we 
must  speak  only  subject  to  the  approval  of 
Ministers.  I  do  not  wish  to  criticise  the 
details  of  the  scheme  now,  because  time  is 
needed  to  consider  it ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  ;£6, 000,000  is  a  right  aver.age  pay- 
ment to  propose.  It  seems  to  me  to  give  a 
bad  starting  point. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  BILL. 

in  Committee  (Consideration  of  Senate's 

requests  resumed,  vtdc  page  zoSoS) : 

Mr.  Tudor. — I  wish  to  know  if  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  for 
Fremantle,  to  strike  out  "  20,"  with  a 
view  to  insert  "10"  is  in  order?  The. 
Committee  made  all  wire  gauze  and  all  wire 
cloth  dutiable,  and  the  Senate's  request  that 
wire  gauze  containing  more  than  twenty 
holes  to  the  lineal  inch  may  be  admitted 
free,  which  is  probably  equivalent  to  an  ex- 
emption of  half  Hie  impcfftation.  The 
amendment  of  the  honorable  member  is  not 
a  modificatiOT  of  the    request,  but  an 
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extension  of  the  proposal,  and  if  it  were 
carried,  a  still  greater  proportion  of  the 
importation  would  be  free. 

The  CHAIRMAN.— I  appreciate  the 
force  of  the  honorable  member's  remarks; 
but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  into  mathe- 
matical calculations  as  to  the  exact  effect  of 
the  proposal. 

Mr.  TUDOR  (Yarra)  [8.12].— If  the 
Committee  had  made  wire  gauze  dutiable 
at  20  per  cent.,  and  the  Senate  had  re- 
quested a  reduction  of  the  rate  to  15  per 
cent.,  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle, 
acccH-ding  to  your  ruling,  Mr.  Chairman, 
could  move  to  make  the  duty  5  i>er  cent. 
When  the  matter  was  being  discussed 
originally,  he  and  others  received  telegrams 
from  the  West,  asking  that  certain  kinds 
of  wire  gauze  should  be  admitted  free,  as 
a  tool  of  trade  used  in  the  mining  indus- 
try, and  I  believe  that  a  Custkxns  by-law 
was  published,  exempting  from  duty  gauze 
having  more  than  twenty  holes  to  the  lineal 
inch.  I  am  willing  that  this  arrangement 
should  be  sanctitmed  by  the  Canmittee  as 
a  fair  compromise ;  X  have  a  sample  of 
woven  wire  made  in  Melbourne  in  which 
there  are  twenty  holes  to  the  lineal  inch,  and 
I  am  informed  that  finer  woven  wire  is  made 
here.  But  if  the  amendment  is  to  be  carried, 
we  might  as  well  allow  all  woven  wire  to 
come  in  free.  The  woven  wire  used  for  fly- 
doors  has  twelve  holes  to  the  lineal  inch ; 
but  when  the  telegrams  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred were  received,  it  was  stated  that 
some  of  the  battery  screens  used  in  Western 
Australia  had  900  holes  to  the  square  inch, 
or  30  to  the  lineal  indi.  These  will  now 
come  in  free. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [8.15].  —  I 
think  that  in  this  case  honorable  members 
might,  as  they  have  dwie  in  so  many  others, 
relax  the  severity  of  their  fiscal  views  in 
favour  of  what  is  undoubtedly  in  many 
parts  of  Australia  a  struggling  industry. 
Some  of  the  mines  of  Australia  have  been 
sources  of  dazzling  wealth  to  their  fortu- 
nate owners.  One  would  scarcely  mind 
how  much  taxation  were  imposed  in  the 
case  of  such  mines,  because  of  the  «ior- 
mous  wealth  derived  fvom  them.  But  we 
are  here  dealing  with  a  matter  which  af- 
fects mining  throughtmt  the  Commonwealth, 
and  we  should  remember  that  the  great 
hulk  of  the  mining  propositions  of  Austra- 
lia at  present,  and,  indeed,  in  former 
times,  have  represented  very  arduous 
struggling  in  order  to  keep  the  mines  going 
and  pay  wages  to  the  miners.    The  hmior- 


able  member  for  Fremantle  has  said,  and  I 
am  sure  that  his  statemwt  will  command 
approval  from  members  in  every  part  of  the 
chamber,  that  one  good  thing  to  be  said 
about  the  mining  industry  is  that  it  em- 
ploys the  men  of  Australia  at  men's  wages. 
There  are  many  mines  in  Australia  tmra 
which  the  shareholders  are  obtaining  n 
dividends,  and  which  are  kept  wording 
only  by  a  very  hard  struggle.  I'he  indus- 
try that  would  be  injuriously  affected  by 
the  proposal  of  the  honorable  member  few 
Fremantle  is  not  a  very  important  one, 
such  as  are  many  of  the  great  iron  in- 
dustries, and  the  Committee  linght  very  well 
consider  whether,  in  the  circumstances,  we 
should  not  make  a  (»ncession  in  favour  nf 
the  mining  industry  in  this  case.  I  am  told 
that  the  particular  appliance  to  which  the 
honcffable  member  for  Fremantle  has  re- 
ferred is  one  that  is  required  in  struggling 
mines.  In  the  circumstances,  the  Com- 
mittee might  very  well  agree  to  meet  the 
honorable  member's  views  when  we  can 
do  so  without  injuring  to  any  great  extent 
anv  manufacturing  industry. 

Mr.  COON  (Batman)  [8.18].— The  ap- 
pliance to  which  the  honorable  member  for 
Fremantle  has  referred  is  what  is  known 
in  the  mining  industry  as  a  grate.  These 
grates  are  being  made  in  Bendigo  to-dav, 
and  are  being  expOTted  to  Western  Australia 
and  to  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Reid. — Then  the  industry  must  be  in 
a  healthy  condition. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member  for 
Fremantle  told  the  Comnwttee  that  oneof  the 
Western  Australian  mines  uses  these  grates 
to  the  value  of  ;^300  in  one  year.  If  the 
statement  be  correct,  the  grates  used  must 
be  of  very  inferior  quality.  If  it  requires 
an  expenditure  of  jf,6  per  week  to  repair 
the  grates  used  in  OHinexion  with  a  crush-  ^ 
ing  machine  in  Western  Australia,  that 
should  account  for  a  large  amount  of  the 
gold  that  is  lost  in  mining  in  that  State. 
When  the  grate  is  taken  off  the  grate-box 
to  be  repaired,  some  of  the  gold  gets  away. 

Mr.  Hedges.  —  It  gets  away  without 
going  through  the  screen. 

Mr.  COON. — Everv  time  the  screens  an^ 
removed  frwn  the  front  of  the  box,  some 
of  the  coarser  stone  gets  out,  and  with  it 
some  of  the  gold.  It  is  strange  t/.at  the 
honorabl*"  member  for  Fremantle  should 
put  in  thi.  ;lea  to  enable  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian mines  to  procure  fine  woven  screens. 
In  Bendigo  to-day  mines  can  be  worked 
profitably  with  a  vield  of-  4  dwts.  iper  ton. 

Digitized  by  LaOOQlt 


Customs  [5  May,  1908.]  Tariff  Bill.  10813 


In  Western  Australia,  where  we  are  given 
to  understand  the  mine-owners  require  to 
use  hne  netting  screens,  a  yield  of  7  dwts. 
per  ton  is  necessary  if  a  mine  is  to  pay. 

Mr.  Mahon. — It  depends  on  the  mine. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honurable  member  for 
Fremantle  has  said  that  it  depends  upon 
the  use  of  fine  wire  screens.  If  in  one  part 
of  Australia,  by  using  locally-manufactured 
grating,  we  can  make  a  mine  pay  with  a 
yield  of  4  dwts,  to  the  ton;  and  it  takes  a 
yield  of  7  dwts,  to  the  ton  to  make  mininf; 
profitable  in  Western  Australia,  where  is 
the  force  of  the  honorable  member's  plea 
for  the  free  admission  of  very  fine  wire 
netting  screens?  Let  me  inform  honorable 
members  that  these  grates  are  not  woven  at 
all.  They  are  perforated  steel  plates. 
The  honorable  member  for  Fremantle  can- 
not tell  me  that  a  piece  of  wire  netting 
stretched  in  front  of  a  crushing  machine 
working  five  head  of  stampers  will  serve 
the  purpose  of  a  grate.  It  is  a  perforated 
steel  plate  that  is  required,  anrl  that  is  the 
appliance  which  the  honorabje  member 
thinks  should  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Perforated  steel  plates 
may  be  the  only  grates  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  seen. 

Mr.  COON.— The  honorable  member 
will  not  assert  for  a  moment  that  a  woven 
wire-netting  screen  could  be  placed  in  frorit 
of  a  stamper  box. 

Mr.  Hedges. — Yes,  absolutely. 

Mr.  COON.— Then  I  venture  fo  say  that 
the  honorable  member  is  absolutely  wrtMig, 
because  such  an  appliance  would  not  stand 
two  minutes.  An  hoQOTable  member  does 
not  require  to  have  a  personal  knowledge 
of  mining  operations  to  know  that  if  a 
piece  of  fine  woren  wire  netting  such  as 
that  exhibited  by  the  honorable  member  for 
Yarra  to-day  were  placed  in  front  of  the 
stampers  of  a  crushing  machine  working  on 
hard  rock  it  would  not  stand  half  a  minute. 
These  screens  are  made  of  perforated  steel 
plates,  and  honorable  members  will  not  as- 
sist the  mining  industry  in  any  way  by 
carryinir  the  proposal  submitted  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Fremantle. 

Mr.  ArchK. — Does  the  htmorable  mem- 
hcT  mean  to  say  that  woven  wire-netting 
screens  are  not  used? 

Mr.  COON. — I  mean  to  sav  that  woven 
wire  netting,  such  as  that  exhibited  by  the 
honorable  member  for  Yarra,  is  not  used 
as  a  screen,  and  that  what  is  used  is  a  steel 
plate  finely  perforated. 

Mr.  Archer. — Woven  nets  are  also  used. 

[3851 


Mr.  Hedges. — I  know  what  I  am  talk- 
ing about,  and  the  honorable  member  is 
welc(xne  to  put  any  duty  he  pleases  on  the 
grates  he  refers  to  if  he  admits  the  wire- 
netting  screens  to  which  I  refer  free  of 
dutv. 

# 

Mr.  COON. — I  speak  from  practical  ex- 
perience, and  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
statment  made  by  the  honorable  member 
that  ;^30o  a  year  is  expended  in  the  repair 
of  grates  at  one  mine  in  Western  Australia 
is  one  reason  why  a  yield  of  7  dwts.  is 
necessary  to  make  mining  pay  in  that  State. 
If  the  mining  companies  to  which  the  hon- 
orable member  has  referred  would  use  the 
locally-made  grates  they  would  find  that 
they  would  last  very  much  longer,  and 
would  be  very  much  less  expensive.  The 
honorable  member's  proposal  would  not  as- 
sist the  mining  industry,  but  might  be  the 
means  of  thro\Ting  a  number  of  men  out  of 
employment.  As  we  are  making  these  aj)- 
pliances  here  at  the  present  time,  I  tru<;t 
that  the  Committee  will  accept  the  amend- 
ment requested  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HEDGES  (Fremantle)  [8.21I.-I 
really  cannot  allow  the  statements  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Batman  to  pass  un- 
challenged. If  the  honorable  member  is 
satisfied  that  perforated  steel  plates  will 
do  I  have  no  objection  to  the  imposition  of 
a  duty  upon  them.  What  I  ask  is  that 
screens  of  woven  wire  of  ten  holes  to  the 
lineal  inch  or  100  holes  to  the  square  inch 
should  be  treated  in  a  manner  different  to 
what  the  Senate  suggests.  The  screens  to 
which  I  refer  last  from  four  days  to  two 
weeks,  according  to  the  class  of  ore  treated, 
the  average  duration  being  one  week. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown. — The  character  o£ 
the  ore  determines  the  life  of  the  screen. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Exactly.  What  is  sug- 
gested here  is  woven  wire  measuring  twentv 
holes  to  the  lineal  inch.  That  is  in  accord 
with  an  opinion  given  certainly  by  the 
Chamber  of  Mines  at  Kalgoorlie,  but  it 
was  found  that  extending  over  a  bigger 
area  than  the  Kalgoorlie  field  smaller  bat- 
teries were  used.  The  honorable  member 
for  Coolgardie  will  bear  me  out  in  the 
statement  that  hundreds  of  such  small  bat- 
teries are  at  work  in  Western  Australia. 

Mr.  Mahon. — Hear,  hear. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— Men  working  in  small 
parties  and  using  batteries  of  from  3  to  5 
heads  of  stampers  find  a  screen  of  a  larger 
mesh  absolutely  necessary.  They  do  not 
use  a  perforated  steel  plate^^  I  doubt  whe- 
ther a  steel  plate  ei|iil4j&|e(^^if  with- 


,t  he  is  taJking  about  when 
,  this  subject.      The  hononbie 
*  •  Batman  may  have  a  close  ac- 
H  city  industries,  but  be  m 
.ibout  gold  mining  or  tlit 

jl^  '  ^°  ^^"y  it  on  pifr 
conditions  necessar^Ws^  member  talki  abott 

being  thromKot 
•ling  updmiti 
the  worUf^ 
shall  It 
f  alltlr 


0^  ^i..^^^B^j^^r:^!^LJr^  

■      ^  his  mining  industry  of  Axistralia  with  tbe 
400  holes  to  the  square  inch, 'because  there     »  referred  to  m  this  item.  I  hope 

would  only  be  a  strand  of  V^l^^  the  Committee  will  accept  my  amendmem. 
steel  left  between  the  boles.  V''*^      ^     MAHON    (Coolgardie)  [8.28].-! 

r«iuire  is  a  woven  wire  screen  witTSL^  ,  "  the  Committee  will  accept  tbe  mai- 

I'rono'^ible'^m^^le^r  ^a^X^L^  ^Tt  --^^^  ^"T^^!^ 

^at  it  takes  7  dwts-  to  the       to  f  vT!^^  tll^qSlT^^ 

Western  Austraba,  whilst  4  dwts.  to  the  "^g^^^.f 'i*^      ^alkin^  about  whin 

ton  pays  at  Bendigo,  I  can  tell  him  that  we  y^^^^ 

do  not  expect  3  or  4  dwts.  to  the  ton  to  ^  ^ 

pay  in  Katgcorlie,  in  view  of  the  expense  niembe'*"f^ 

of  working  mines  in  that  district  quaintance  wi 

Mr.  Mahon. — Five  dwts.  to  the  too  pays  know  very  liti 

at  Southern  Cross.                              '  conditions' 

Mr.  HEDGES— That  yield    will  not  ^^^^^V-  The  honorable^  . 

pay  if  we  tax  such  things  as  battery  screens.  workers  in  Vr^oria 

The  whole  future  of  mining  in  Western  employment,  but  if  1 

Australia  depends  upon  the  assistance  given  °"  mining  appliances  we 

the  industry  to  make  it  possible  to  work  low-grade  mines  unprofitabl 

low-grade  ores  profitably.    That  cannot  be  ^^^out  the  displacement 

done  if  every  requisite  of  mining  is  taxed.  ™^        employed  in  such  mines 

When  the  honorable  member  for  Batman  ^''^       '00^  at  that  ade  of  the  q_ 

savs  that  it  ought  not  to  cost  so  much  for  y*^"  solicitude  is  expressed  for  sma. 

screening  as  I  have  stated,  let  me  give  the  Jjdustries  employing  women  and  chilcP" 

Committee  the  following  information —  dealing  here  with  an  industr,, , 

The    value    of    wire  screens  used    ia    mclve   ™hich  only  inen  a^ 
months   at    Lake   View,   £400;   Great   Boulder,   ^  highest  wagCS  FUling  in  the  WOrld  f*' 

£ioo;  South  Kalgoorlie,  £2^0.     Mines  prefer  the  same  class  of  work.     To  render  tb<« 
BriiUh  make  owing  to  superior  material  and  working  of   low-grade  mines  unprofitabl^ 
longer  experience  of  manufacture.      Only  belt  would  lead  to  the  disemplovment  of  far 
''"''"'^""t    .  ,        .            :.  ,  niore  workers  than  would  £  affected  by  Id- 
That  is  -the  information  supplied  to  me,  mitting,  free  of  duty,  the  appliance  to 
and  I  beheve  it  to  be  correct.     I  should  which  the  honorable  member  for  Fremantle 
like  to  see  every  industry  established  in  has  referred.     It  would  throw  out  of  em 
Australia,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  see  one  in-  ployment  the  best  class  of  workers  •  men 
dustry  established  at  the  expense  of  another,  who' are  paid  good  wages  and  spend' them 
I   fail   to  understand   why    we    should  freely.     We  have   imposed   very  heaw 
pehalize  an  industry  employing   120,000  dmies     on     most     mining  requisites 
men,  not  women  or  children,  for  the  benefit  The  Tariff  of  1902  differentiated  severely 
of  a  few  wire  workers  employed   i,ooo  between  mining  as  compared  with  aeri 
miles  away  from  the  place  at  which  the  culture,  though  no  reason  was  ever  giten 
miners  use  these  screens.  why  that  should  be  so.  When  the  honorable 
Mr.  Tudor.— What  is  to  prevent  the  member   for  Adelaide    was    Minister  of 
establishment  of  a  wire  factory  where  the  y^de  and  Customs,  I  asked  him,  person- 
screens  are  used?  ^']>'  ^^'^^  the  mining  industry  should  be 
«f       TTT7T^i-.E•o     TV       •       ^i,-      .  selected  for  special  taxation,  but  lie  failed 
Mr.    HEDGES.-There  IS  nothing  to  a  satisfactory  answer.    The  Cmi 
prevent  the  establishment  of  a  watch  fac-  ^Utee  should  consider  the  mining  indushy. 
tory  there  but  the  expense.     I  dare  say  ^^t  only  in  Western  Australia,  but  all  ove^ 
that  we  could  make  watches  there,  but  it  the  Commonwealth,  because  i  cannot  S 
would  be  hard  to  say  what  they  would  too  manv  burdens  , 
cost.     I  implore  the  Committee  to  have  a 
tittle  mercy  and  to  assist  the  mining  in- 


dustry. 


too  many  burdens. 

Question — ^That  the  requested  amend- 
ment be  mndified  by  leaving  out  the  figures 
"  "  "  and  substituting  the  figures  "10  '* 


20 


Mr.    Tudor.— And  wipe  out  the  wire  -put.    The  Committee  divided. 


workers. 

Mr.  HEDGES.— The  wire  workers  of 
Victoria  are  doubtless  able  to  do  many 
things ;  but  they  are  not  able  to  supply  the 


Ayes 
Noes 
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Brown,  Tilley 
Cook,  Joseph 
i-'aiibairn,  G. 
Foneit,  Sir  Joho 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller.  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hedges,  W.  N. 
Hughes,  W.  M. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kellv.  W.  H. 
Knox,  W. 
Alahun,  H. 


Bam  ford,  F.  W. 
Batchelor,  E.  L. 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Chapman,  Austin 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J. 
Crouch,  R,  A, 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing,  T.  T. 
Fishei,  A. 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E. 
Hutchison,  J, 


Palmer,  A.  C. 
Retd,  G.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Willis,  Heory 
Wynne,  A. 

Teller  J  : 
Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Thomas 


Original  motion  agreed  ta 

Requested  amendment  made, 

Moticm  (by  Sir  William  Lvne)  agreed 


Noes. 


Lvne,  Sir  William 
Mnloney,  W.  R.  N. 
t^»uger,  S. 
McDougall.  J.  K. 
Sampson,  S- 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Watkins,  D. 
Webster.  W 
Wilks,  W.  H. 
Wise,  G.  H. 

TelUrs: 
Hall.  D.  R. 
Page,  J. 


Pairs. 


jstry 
ire  pa 
irldft 
der  tbt 
-ofitaMe 

of  far 
:  by  ad- 
ince  to 
emaotle 

of  an- 
s;  itfD 
d  them 

heavy 

[uisites. 

^■lerely 

norable 
ler  of 

failed 
.  Com- 
dustry. 
II  over 
jtbear 

Insures 

lO 


Poynton,  A. 
"Livingston,  J. 
McWilliams,  W.  J. 
Edwards,  R. 
Atkinson,  L. 
'Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Uddell,  F. 
jFrazer,  C.  E. 


Watson,  J.  C. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Storrer,  D. 
Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 
Chanter,  J.  M. 
Mathews,  J. 
O'Malley.  King 


'   Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Modification  negatived. 
■  Motion  (by  Mr.  Hedges)  proposed — 

,  That  the  requested  amendment  be  modified 
J  leaving  out  the  figures  "ao,"  with  a  view  to 
psert  io  lieu  thereof  the  figures  "  15." 

I  The  CHAIRMAN.~We  have  already 
lecided  to  allow  the  figures  "20''  to 
|land ;  and,  therefore,  it  will  not  r-e  m 
ffder  to  move  the  substitution  of  the  figures 
-  15." 

Mr.  Mahon. — You  have  just  ruled,  Mr. 
thairman,  that  the  figures  ".20"  are  to 
tand ;  and  that,  therefore,  no  amendment 
an  be  made  affecting  them.  But  I  ask 
rhether  it  would  not  be  in  order  for  the 
lonorable  member  for  Fremantle  to  move 
hat  the  following  words  be  added  to  the 
tem,  **  and  cn  and  after  6th  May,  1908, 
5  holes  to  the  lineal  inch"? 

;  The    CHAIRMAN.  —  The  honorable 
Wmber  would  not  be  in  order  in  moving 
bch  an  amendment. 
x6  s  2 


That  the  amendment  take  effect  from  the  16th 

November,  1907. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE  (Hume— Trea 
surer)  [8.45]. — I  dare  say  honorable  mem- 
bers have  noticed  that  the  Senate  will  sit 
to-morrow.  A  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  the  poriion  of  the  Tariff  which  has 
been  so  far  dealt  with  by  us  should  be  sent 
back  to  tlie  Senate  for  their  consideraticHi 
without  waiting  Imger,  so  that  the  two 
Houses  can  proceed  with  its  consideration 
simultaneously. 

Mr.  Wilks. — Does  not  the  honorable 
member  intend  to  recommit  any  of  the  items 
that  he  said  last  week  he  would  recom- 

mit  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— The  Hnuse  can 
deal  with  that  matter  presently.  I  do  not, 
propose  to  recommit  anything. 

Mr.  Batchelor. — There  was  erne  item 
postptRied. 

Sir  WILLIAM  LYNE.— That  is  not  in- 
cluded in  my  proposal.   I  move — 

That  the  Chairman  report  to  the  Hotise  a31 
requests  dealt  with  to  date. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [8.46].— I 
think  this  arrangement  is  a  very  excellent 
one,  and  will  prOTiote  a  more  speedy  set- 
tlement of  these  Tariff  troubles. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported,  and  leave  given  to  ut 
again  later  in  the  day. 

Motion  (by   Sir   William   Lyme)  pro- 

ix«ed — 

That  the  progress  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  requests  of  the  Senate  in  the  Customs  Tariff 
Bill  be  adopted,  and  that  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate  informing  it  of  the  maQaer  in  which 
the  House  has  dealt  with  the  foregoing  requests 
for  amendments,  and  stating  that  when  the  te- 
mainder  of  the  requests  made  by  the  Senate 
have  been  dealt  with  the  result  will  be  com- 
municated to  it. 

Mr.  FULLER  (Iliawarra)  [8.48].- 1 
move — 

That  the  request  id  regard  «  item  <5,  *'  Hay 
and  Chaff,"  be  Tccommitted. 

Sir  William  Lvne. — I  hope  the  honor- 
able member  will  not  do  that.  If  he  doea* 
I  may  have  to  reconsider  the  position. 
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Mr.  FULLER.— I  cannot  help  that. 
Mr.   Thomas  Brown. — I   second  the 
amendment: 


Question  put. 
Ayes 
Noes 

Majority 


Archer,  E.  W. 
Brown,  Tilley 
Carr,  E.  S. 
Catts,  J.  H. 
Cook,  Joseph 
Foxton,  Colonel 
Fuller,  G.  W. 
Glynn,  P.  McM. 
Hall,  D.  R. 
Johnson,  W.  E. 
Kelly,  W.  H. 
Mabon,  H. 
McDonald,  C. 


UarnW,  F.  W. 
Hatchelor,  E.  L. 
Chapman,  Austia 
Cook,  Hume 
Coon,  J, 
Deakin,  A. 
Ewing.  T.  T. 
Fair^irn.  G. 
Fisher.  A. 
Forresl,  Sir  John 
Foster,  F.  J. 
Groom,  L.  E, 
Hedges,  \V.  N. 
HutdiisOD,  X- 


Kdwards,  R. 
Fysh,  Sir  Philip 
Bowden,  E.  K. 
Hughes.  W.  M. 
Fowler,  J.  M. 
Livingston,  J. 


The  House  divided. 

 25 

...  2? 


Ayes. 


l'.igc.  J. 
P;.lmer,  A.  C. 
Poynton,  A. 
Reid,  G.  H. 
Sinclair,  H. 
Smith,  Bruce. 
Thumas,  J. 
Thomson,  Dugald 
Webster,  W. 
Willis.  Henrv 
Te/iers  : 
Brown,  Thomas 
W  ilks,  \V.  H. 


Noes. 


Knox,  W. 
Lyne,  Sir  William 
Maloney,  W.  R.  N. 
McDougall,  J.  K. 
Salmon,  C.  C. 
Sampson,  S. 
Spence,  W.  G. 
Thomson,  John 
Tudor,  F.  G. 
Wise.  G.  H. 
Wynne,  A. 

Tellers: 
Crouch,  R.  A. 
Watkina,  D. 


Pairs. 


Kingston,  C.  C. 
Harper,  R. 

Chanter,  J.  M. 
WatsoQ,  J.  C. 
Wilson.  J.  G. 
Atkinson,  L. 


Question  so  resolved  in  the  negative. 

Aniendment  negatived. 

Mr.  WILKS  (Dalley)  [8.55].  —  The 
motion  now  before  the  Chair  is  rather  un- 
usual, but  it  may  be  convenient  for  the 
Ministry  of  the  day  to  deal  with  the  Tariff 
in  this  piecemeal  manner.  If  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  amendments  of  a  Bill,  I  should 
think  that  your  ruling.  Mr.  Speaker,  would 
be  that  we  could  riot  possibly  take  that 
course,  but  I  presume  that  the  Government 
pet  out  of  the  difficultv  technically  by  call- 
ing these  "  suggested  amendments.  .  I 
could  not  conceive  of  amendments  on  anv 
other  Bill  being  dealt  with  piecemeal. 
I  rise,  if  not  to  obtain  a  ruling 
from  you,  at  any  rate  to  put  before 
\oa  the  view  that  if  we  were  dealing  with 
ordiilary  amendments  of  a  Bill,  we  ^ould 


not  attempt  to  send  them  to  the  Senate  in 
this  fashion.    If  we  did,  we  should  be  sur- 
rendering our  power  as  a  deliberative  body 
and  as  a  part  of  the  legislative  machine. 
The  only  plea  behind  which  the  Ministry 
can  shelter  themselves  is  that  these  are  reallv 
not   amendments,    but   suggestions.  Still 
they  come  perilously  near  to  being  amend- 
ments.   About  a  week  ago,  when  the  Com- 
mittee dealt  with  such  important  items  as 
"  Manufactures   of   Metal,   n.e.i.,"  and^ 
"  wire  netting,"  in  a  way  which,  according 
to  my  lights,  was  not  proper,  I  understood 
that  the  Treasurer  was  .such  an  earnest  pro- 
tectionist, and  -such  a  believer  in  the  in- 
dustries concerned,  that  he  intended  to  re- 
commit those  items.    He  has,  however, 
made  no  menticm  of  them  in  this  motion. 
I  lay  the  greatest  stress  upon  the  first  of 
them,  as  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
Australia,  and  I  cannot  understand  a  pr.->- 
tectionist    Ministry    not    struggling  or>rp 
more  to  have  it  recommitted.   I  know,  from 
the  fate  of  the  amendment  just  moved  by 
the  honorable  member  for  Illawarra.  that  if 
I  moved  for  a  reamimittal  at  this  stage 
against  the  wishes  of  the  Government  I 
should  not  be  successful.  At  the  time  when 
the  item  "  Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.** 
was  dealt  with,  the  honorable  member  for 
Laanecoorie,  one  of  the  strongest  suppor- 
ters of  the  Government,  stated  that  be 
would  move  later  for  its  recommittal.  ^ 
far  there  has  been  no  motion  to  that  effect. 
I  am  not  usually  a  supporter  of  the  (Go- 
vernment, and  do  not  intend  to  move  it, 
but  if  it  is  moved  I  shall  support  it.  I 
cannot  understand  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  regard  to  it.    Another  feature 
of  the  proposal  to  deal  with  the  schedule 
pieconeal  is  that  we  have  had  no  statement 
from  the  Treasurer  vet  as  to  whether  any 
of  the  amendments  dealt  with  so  far  inter- 
lock with  any  other  items  whidi  have  y*^ 
to  be  considered.    One  of  the  reasons  why 
it  was  decided  not  to  deal  with  the  schedule 
piecemeal  when  it  was  first  before  us  was 
that  there  were  many  items  related  to  One 
another  in  different  parts  of  the  schedule, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  unfair  to 
the  Senate  to  send  the  Tariff  up  in  portions. 
The  Treasurer  has  made  no  statement  that 
the  items  with  which  we  have  already  dealt 
are  not  interwoven  with  others  that  have 
yet  to  be  oxistdeied.   I  cannot  say  person- 
ally whether  items  which  have  yet  to  com* 
do  or  do  not  conflict  with  items  that  we 
have  passed,  but  one  case — that  of  orna- 
mental stained  glass  work — occurs  to  n»e. 
We  have  already  passed  items  taxing  the 
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articles  used  in  that  work,  but  we  ha\%  yet 
to  deal  with  the  item  covering  the  finished 

product.  I  wish  to  emphasize  and  put  on 
record  the  point  that,  in  sending  the  Tariff 
up  in  this  piecemeal  fashion,  it  must  bf 
understood  that  what  we  have  been  dealing 
with  are  only  suggestions,  and  not  amend- 
ments. I  trust  that  the  Treasurer  and  the 
Government  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  true 
position  and  ipowers  of  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  SALMON  (Laanecoorie)  [9.0].— I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  an 
item  of  which  I  and  a  number  of  other 
honorable  members  desire  a  recommittal. 
I  felt  very  strongly  tliat  a  mistake  had 
been  made  by  the  Committee  when  a  certain 
proposal  was  carried,  and  I  announced  my 
intention  to  move  for  its  recommittal  as 
soon  Z.S  an  opportunity  was  afforded.  I 
had  not  the  slightest  idea — I  do  n<^  think 
that  any  honorable  member  had — -that  the 
schedule  was  to  be  treated  in  this  fashion. 
I  feel  that  I,  in  commwi  with  those  who 

'  then  agreed  with  me,  am  taken  at  a  disad- 
vantage, because  I  had  hoped  that  a  certain 
secti(Hi  of  the  schedule  would  have  been 
completely  dealt  with  and  that  we  should 
then  have  had  an  opportunity  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  reconsidier  a  vote  which  we 
believe  it  had  given  without  full  and  pro- 
per consider aticHi.  Since  the  Government 
has  decided  to  take  this  course  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  what  the  position 
would  be  should  I  propose  a  recommittal 
of  the  item.  I  regret  to  find  that  owing 
to  the  fact  that  insuflScient  notice  of  this 
motion  has  been  given  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  induce  the  House  to  agree  to  its 
recommittal.  Had  the  course  been  adopted 
which  I,  in  ccraunon  with  other  honorable 
members  believed  would  be  taken — that  is 
to  say,  had  we  completed  the  schedule 

'  before  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the 
item  had  been  taken  away  frran  us — I  think 
that  perhaps  we  might  have  had  a  chance 
of  reversing  the  vote.  I  believe  that  there 
is  no  opportunity  of  doing  that.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  am  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  retire  from  the  position  that  I 
took  up,  but  I  do  so  with  a  good  deal  of 
disappointment  and  a  certain  amount  of 
dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK  (Parramatta) 
[9.2]. — ^The  h<»iorabIe  member  for  Laane- 
coorie is  not  the  only  one  who  is  disap- 
pointed at  the  turn  which  events  hai'e 
taken.  Although  we  put  to  the  vote  the 
question  of  4he  recommittal  of  the  fodder 
duties,  still  it  was  done  at  the  greatest  pos- 
sible disadvantage.    Had  it  been  known 


beftnrehand  that  the  Government  inten(ted 
to  take  this  course — one  to  which  under 
ordinary  circumstances  and  with  proper 
notice,  I  should  have  offered  no  objecti<Hi 
— 'there  -would  have  been  sufficient  honor- 
able members  present  to  carry  a  recommittal 
of  the  fodder  duties. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  ask  the  honorable 
member  not  to  canvas  the  vote  of  the  House 
on  that  question. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  COOK.— I  think,  sir, 
that  I  have  a  right  to  mention  that  inci- 
dentally in  connexion  with  the  complaint  I 
arr.  lodging  against  the  Government,  that 
they  did  not  intimate  earlier  to  the  House 
and  to  the  country  the  course  which  they 
proposed  to  take.  The  honorable  member 
for  Laanecoorie,  fortunately,  is  here,  but 
other  honorable  members — knowing  nothing 
of  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  to-day- 
are  absent  on  imperative  duties,  who  other- 
wise would  unquestionably  have  been  here. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  vote  which  has  iust 
been  given  does  not  represent  the  mind  of 
the  House. 

Question  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

In  Commute^  (Consideration  of  Senate's 
requests  resumed  frwn  page  10815)  : 

Requested  amendmraits  in  item  231 
(Graphite  or  Plumbafio);  item  23a  (Bronz- 
ing and  Metal  Powders);  and  item  233, 
paragraphs  a  and  b  (Tallow  and  Greases) 
made;  and  requested  amendment  in  item 
234  (Oils — Linseed),  not  made. 

Item  234.  Oils — in  vessels  exceeding;  1  gallon, 
viz.  : — ■  .... 

Request. — Insert  the  following  paragraph — 
"  (JJ)  Lubricating  (Mineral)* — To  come  into 
operation  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
proclamation.      Proclamation  to  ittue 
so  soon  as  a  joint  address  has  been 

Kssed  OD  the  motion  of  Ministers  by 
th  Houses  of  Parliament  stating 
that  such  manufacture  is  sufficiently 
established  in  the  Commonwealth. 
Per  gallon  {General  Tariff),  4d. ; 
(United  Kingdom),  3|d." 

Motion  (by  Sir  William  Lvne)  pro- 
posed— 

That  the  requested  amendment  be  made. 
Mr.  TILLEY  brown  (Indi)  [9-7]— I 
presume  that  we  shall  follow  the  precedent 
established  to-day,  and  strike  out  the  con- 
dition which  is  attached  to  this  request  ? 

Sir  William  Lvne. — There  has  been  no 
precedent  laid  down. 

Mr.  TILLEY  BROWN.— It  is  a  wrong 
principle  to  enact,  and  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  adhere  to  the  decision  to  which 
it  came  in  connexion  with  another  request. 
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In  my  opinion,  we  shall  surrender  our 
powers  to  the  Senate  by  agreeing  to  the 

suggestion. 

Mr.  REID  (East  Sydney)  [9.8].— I 
do  not  regard  the  question .  of  the 
.ate  of  duty  as  being  of  any  im- 
portance cCHnpared  with  this  method  of 
unsettling  the  Tariff  instead  of  settling  it. 
The  great  desire  with  most  of  us  has  been 
lo  get  a  Tariff  which  would  contain  no 
combustible  element  of  that  kind.  To  be- 
gin with,  there  has  .been  incessant  lobby* 
ing  over  such  items.  I  consider  that  the 
whole  proceeding  is  a  wrong  one.  If  hon- 
orable members  want  to  give  any  encourage- 
ment to  this  industrv,  now  is  the  time  to 
do  so.  They  should  not  leave  it  to  the 
chance  of  this  mysterious  sort  of  proce- 
dure. This  request,  if  adopted,  would 
place  the  matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  because  no  private  mem- 
ber could  move  for  a  joint  address.  .,  If 
honorable  members  want  to  impose  duties 
on  lubricating  mineral  oils,  I  ask  than  to 
impose  them  straight  out,  and  not  in  this 
mysterious  sort  of  way. 

Mr.  Bruce  Smith. — The  honorable 
member  is  not  objecting  on  the  constitu- 
tional ground,  but  is  simply  urging  that  it 
is  undesirable  to  leave  the  matter  open. 

Mr.  REID.— I  include  all  the  objec- 
tions with  those  which  I  am  expressing, 
but  I  am  putting  the  constitutional  point 
aside  for  the  moment,  because  I  have  other 
reasons  that  seem  to  be  of  clearer  appli- 
cation. This  sort  of  power  should  be  used 
-■ery  rarely  indeed,  and  certainly  not  in 
connexion  with  matters  of  this  kind.  I  do 
not  know  much  about  lubricating  mineral 
oils,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we  might 
settle  the  problem  right  away,  without  re- 
sorting to  such  procedure. 

Mr.  CARR  (Macquarie)  [9.10].— Whe- 
ther the  principle  of  a  deferred  duty 
.should  be  accepted  or  not  is  repUy  imma- 
terial ;  the  main  issue  is  whetTfer  a 
duty  should  be  imposed.  We  all  know  that 
oils — more  than  anv  other  commodity,  I 
suppose — are  controlled  by  some  of  the 
richest  corporations  of  the  world..  They 
are  a  household  necessity,  in  addition  to 
being  widely  used  in  trad?  and  ccMnmerce. 
In  view  of  that  fact,  it  behoves  Australia 
to  see  that  its  own  oil  resources  are  effectu- 
ally tapped,  and  that  the  industry  is  made 
self  -  supporting.  The  reason  why  so 
much  capital  is  invested  in  the  oil  in- 
dustrv is  mainly  because  expensive 
machinery    and    processes    are  requited 


in  the  prodtictiMi  of  refined  oils  of 
any  aart.  Nature  'has  provided  Aus- 
triUia  with  ample  resources  in  the 
way  of  oil.  In  New  South  Wales  we  have 
great  possibilities — possibilities  which  pro- 
mise, not  only  a  local  supply  of  oils,  Sut 
also  a  large  surplus  for  export.  I  am  in  a 
position  to  say  that  there  is  no  necessity 
to  adopt  a  OHidition  attached  to  this  re- 
quest if  the  Committee  is  averse  to  it,  be- 
cause a  company  has  already  spent  nearly 
,000,000  in  tapping  our  vast  resources 
in  the  Blue  Mountains. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Is  that  the  Common- 
wealth Oil  Corporation  ? 

Mr.  CARR.— Yes,  though  I  did  not  de- 
sire to  mention  its  name  particularly.  It 
does  not  matter  what  the  name  is ;  the  fact 
remains  that  Australia's  resources  are  being 
tapped  by  a  company  which  is  now  .prac- 
tically in  a  position  to  supply  all  its  needs 
in  regard  to  lubricating  oils.    There  may 
be  a  shortage  for  a  few  months,  but  the 
plant  is  installed,  and  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  getting  all  the  machinery  that  is  cm  the 
spot  into  working  order,  when  the  OHnpany 
will  be  able  to  supply  more  oil  than  is  re- 
quired in  the  Commonwealth.  The  CTclusiw 
OHitroI  of  the  well  supplies  of  oils  renders 
us  more  or  less  liable  to  impositi<xi  and  ex- 
ploitation.   I  do  not  want  to  detail  the 
practices  of  the  larger  companies  of  the 
world ;  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  ques- 
tionable practices  are  employed,  and  that 
we,  as  a  community,  will  be  virtually  at  the 
mercy  of  the  large    corporations  outside 
Australia  if  we  do  not  take  some  effective 
measures,  it  behoves  us  to  at  least  see 
that  our  sources  of  supply  shall  be  abso- 
lutely within  reach  of  our  administrative 
institutions.  We  have  that  opportunity  now. 
In  addition  to  that,  the  company  t  have 
referred  to  has  already  displayed  a  mag- 
nanimous attitude,  not  only  towards  the  pub- 
lic, but  also  towards  its  employes.   It  has 
invested  nearly  j^i,ooo,ooo  in  the  endei 
vour  to  tap  our  resources.    It  is  guided  by 
men  who,  I  am  pleased  to  say.  are  domi- 
nated largely  by  altruistic  as  well  as  com- 
mercial motives.    To  begin  with,  they  have 
shown  such  a  generous  disposition  towards 
their  own  workers  that  if  there  were  more 
companies  similarly  guided  there  would  be. 
I  think,  almost  a  cessation  of  the  unrest 
that  exists  the  wide  world  over  against  the 
capitalistic  forces  which  c(Mitrol  such  im- 
mense resources  as  are  ccmtrolled  in  New 
South  Wales- by  the  corporation  I  attune 
to. 
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Mr.  Crouch. — Why  has  it  had  men  in 
tlie  corridors  tor  the  last  fortnight? 

Mr.  CARR.-— It  has  been  necessary  to 
lay  the  full  facts  of  the  case  before  h<Mi- 
orable  members.  Those  facts  have  been 
furnished,  not  by  one  paity,  but  by  all 
parties,  and,  seeing  that  such  procedure  has 
been,  not  only  tolerated,  but  deliberately 
allowed  by  the  officers  of  this  House,  no 
one  company  is  a  jot  more  to  blame  than 
another  for  adopting  those  tactics.  In 
fact  the  coDoein  which  did  not  seek  to  put 
before  honorable  members  its  own  view  of 
the  question  would  be  placed  at  a  con- 
siderable disadvantage.  I  shall  not  make 
any  further  explanation  under  .that  bend- 
ing. 

Mr.  Reid. — We  might  separate  the  ques- 
tion of  the  duty  to  be  levied  frcan  the  con- 
dition which  has  been  inserted  by  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CARR.— I  consider  that  the  pro- 
]>osal  to  defer  the  imposition  of  the  duty 
is  insignificant  compared  with  the  main 
«]uestion  of  what  duty  ought  to  be  imposed 
upon  oils  with  which  Australia  in  general, 
and  New  South  Wales  in  particular,  is 
richly  supplied.  From  my  own  personal 
observation  I  am  quite  justified  in  saying 
ihat  the  company  to  which  I  have  referred 
is  actuated  by  the  very  best  intention,  not 
only  towards  those  in  its  employ,  but  to- 
wards the  whole  community.  It  has  under- 
taken not  to  charge  a  higher  price  for  it» 
oil  than  that  now  being  charged  for  the 
imported  article,  or  whatever  the  current 
market  rates  may  be.  But  even  if  it  had  not 
given  that  undertaTcing  it  would  be  advis- 
able for  us  to  retain  control  of  such  an 
essential  as  lubricating  oil.  We  shall  be 
;ible  to  do  that  if  we  impose  a  duty  of  4d. 
}>er  gallon  upon  it.  If  we  do  not  the  in- 
<histry  will  not  be  developed  in  our  midst, 
and  we  shall  probablv  have  to  pay  consi- 
derably more  for  lubricating  oils  when  out- 
side corporations  have  secured  the  ccmtrol 
rxf  the  Australian  market:.  I  do  not  stand 
here  as  an  advocate  of  the  capitalistic  am- 
trol  of  any  natural  opportunities.  I  believe 
that  such  opportunities  should  be  controlled 
by  the  Government.  We  have  no  right  to 
permit  any  corporation  to  obtain  a  Hen  on 
posteritv  by  allowing  it  to  extract  frwn'the 
earth  for  its  own  profit  what  has  been 
pl!u:ed  there  for  the  use  of  all.  But  I  re- 
cognise that  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  urge 
the  adooticm  of  any  such  scheme  to-night. 

Mr.  Crouch. — Frwn  where  does  the  im- 
ported ca\  chiefly  come? 


Mr,  CARR.  —  From  various  quarters. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  those  who  con- 
trol its  output  do  so  in  the  most  ruthless 
manner,  so  far  as  the  consumers  are  con- 
cerned. They  are  out  merely  to  make  a 
profit.  They  are  not  prompted  by  any 
ccxisiderations  of  good-will  toivards  their 
fellows,  or  by  any  such  sentiments  as  have 
beoD  evidmced  by  the  authorities  which 
OMitioI  the  corporation  within  our  own  bor- 
ders. But,  quite  apart  from  that,  I  hold 
that  it  is  much  better  for  us  to  retain 
control  of  this  industry,  seeing  that  we  have 
sufficient  shale  deposits  in  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains to  supply  us  with  oil  for  an  indefi- 
nite period.  We  shall  not  be  true  to  this 
cotmtry  if  we  do  not  encourage  this  par- 
ticular industry.  I  urge  the  Committee 
in  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  to 
grant  the  protection  that  is  asked. 

Mr,  WIL^S  (Daliey)  [9.22].— I  can 
thorou^ly  imderstand  the  positicxi  of  the 
h(HiorabIe  member  for  Macquarie  in  advo- 
cating the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
lubricating  mineral  oils.  But  I  should  like 
to  see  the  Treasurer  take  the  same  course  in 
respect  to  this  item  that  he  took  in  respect 
of  locks.  I  can  appreciate  the  action  of 
the  Senate  in  requesting  an  increase  or 
decrease  of  a  duty,  but  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  it  should  be  empowered  to  sug- 
gest the  maimer  in  which  an  industry 
should  be  dealt,  with.  Why  should  the 
mineral  oil  industry  be  singled  out  for 
special  treatmoit,  as  it  will  be,  if  we  agree 
to  the  Senate's  request?  My  own  opinion 
is  that  we  ought  to  separate  the  condition 
requested  by  the  Senate  from  the  duty 
which  it  desires  to  see  imposed.  The 
Treasurer  has  already  adopted  that  course 
in  regard  to  locks.  Why  not  do  the  same 
thing,  here?  If  we  agree  to  the  condition 
requested  by  the  Senate,  we  shall  have  to 
ask  the  leave  of  that  Chamber  before  we 
can  consider  the  desirableness  or  otherwise 
of  imposing  an  increased  duty  upon  this 
item  in  the  future.  That  is  a  most  unde- 
sirable power  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
other  Chamber.  Let  us  suppose  that  all 
the  members  of  this  House  in  the  next 
Parliament  were  protectionists,  and  that 
thev  desired  to  impose  a  dutv  of  is.  per- 
gallon  upon  mineral  oils.  Before  that 
duty  could  be  considered  

Mr.  Carr. — ^Will  the  honorable  member 
vote  for  the  duty  if  the  condition  be  not 
carried? 

Mr.  WILKS. — I  would  much  rather  vote 
for  the  dutv  re(g»sted  hv^the  Seriate  than 
for  the  condition  irhich  it  seeks  to  impose. 
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I  do  not  see  why  the  mineral  oil  or  any 
other  industry  should  be  selected  for  special 
treatment.  Moreover,  I  do  not  believe  in 
handing  over  to  the  Senate  power  to  tell 
us  that  until  an  address  has  been  agreed 
to  by  both  Houses,  we  cannot  consider  the 
desirableness  or  otherwise  of  imposing  an 
increased  duty  upon  this  item.  If  we  adopt 
the  course  proposed  in  the  case  of  lubri- 
cants, locks,  and  timber,  why  not  adopt  it 
in  regard  to  alt  the  requests  preferred  by 
the  Senate?  I  am  satisfied  that  if  ve 
confer  this  power  upon  that  Chamber,  it 
will  be  cited  in  the  near  future  as  a  pie- 
cedent.  I  would  rather  see  a  duty  of  4d. 
per  gallon  imposed  upcMi  mineral  oils  than 
see  the  Tariff  re-opened  at  a  very  ejirly 
date  

Sir  WiLLJAM  Lyne. — I  think  that  this 
Tariff  will  have  to  be  re -opened  very  soon. 
Some  protectionists  votes  which  have  been 
cast  here  will  have  to  be  tested. 

Mr.  WILKS.— Why  did  not  the  Trea- 
surer test  than  half-an-hour  ago  be- 
fore the  requested  amendments  a  I  ready 
dealt  with  had  been  returned  to  the 
Senate?  I  have  repeatedly  stated  that 
this  Tariff  is  full  of  anomalies,  and 
that  certain  items  ought  to  be  recom- 
mitted. I  am  not  concerned  so  much  about 
the  rate  of  duty ;  there  is  a  principle  at 
stake  which  is  more  important.  T  shall 
not  allow  the  Senate  to  exercise  a  power 
which  it  does  not  pc»sess.  Under  the  Con- 
stitntion  it  may  make  requests ;  but  in  re- 
gard to  this  and  other  items  it  has  gwie 
further,  and  tried  to  control  the  future 
actions  of  this  House  in  Tariff  matters.  It 
we  allow  this,  it  may,  on  some  other- occa- 
sion, go  still  further. 

Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH  (Parke«>  ro.,^r1. 
— It  would  facilitate  discussion  if  the  re- 
quested addition  relating  to  the  issue  of  a 
proclamation  were  separated  from  the  re- 
quested alteration  of  duties.  I  do  not 
sympathize  with  the  honorable  member  for 
Dalley  in  his  anxietv  regarding  the  OHisti- 
tutional  pn^riety  of  the  Senate's  requests. 
Tf  we  agree  to  the  impositktn  of  the  duties 
requested  by  the  Senate,  we  shall  not  in 
any  way  extend  its  powers.  My  objection 
to  the  provision  is  that  it  practically  leaves 
the  Tariff  open,  and,  when  we  may  think 
the  fiscal  question  settled  for  a  consider- 
able time,  may  have  it  opened  at  anv 
moment  by  one  of  these  proclamations. 

Mr.  Crouch. — What  would  be  the  rate 
duty  before  the  issue  of  the  proclama- 
tion? 


Mr.  BRUCE  SMITH.— I  understand 
that  the  duties  would  be  ^^6.  and  3d.  What 
I  am  suggesting  now  is  that  we  should  do 
in  this  case  what  we  did  when  considering 
the  requests  in  regard  to  locks;  viz.,  test 
the  feeling  of  the  Committee  regarding  the 
proposal  for  a  proclamaticxi  before  con- 
sidering the  requested  alteration  of  dutifs. 
I  therefore  move — 

That  the  motion  be  amended  by  the  addition 
of  the  modification  that  the  words  "  To 
come  iato  operation  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
proclamation.  Proclamation  to  issue  so  sooa  as 
a  joint  address  has  been  passed  on  the  motion 
of  Ministers  by  both  Houses  of  Parliameott 
stating  that  such  manufacture  is  sufficiently  es- 
tablished in  the  Commonwealth,"  be  left  out. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS  (Cook)  [g.35].— I 
listened  attentively  to  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  member  for  Macquarie,  who  takes 
great  interest  in  the  protection  of  this  in- 
dustry ;  but  last  Thursday  night  I  was  pre- 
sent at  a  meeting  of  ttie  Sydney  Labour 
CounciU  at  which  representatives  of  the  men 
cc»uiected  with  the  Airlie  strike  related  the 
tyrannical  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
dealt  with  by  the  Commonwealth  Oil  Cor- 
poration. The  Railway  and  Tramway  As- 
sociation, of  which  I  am  General  Secre- 
tary, also  received  representatives  of  the 
men,  who  begged  for  contributions  of  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  and  money  to  keep  their 
comrades  from  starving. 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown.  —  The  men  have 
been-out  fOT  months. 

Mr.  J.  H.  CATTS.— A  huge  corpora- 
tism, at  the  head  of  which  are  men  like  Sir 
George  Newnes,  Sir  James  Joicey,  the 
Harmsworths,  and  others,  not  only  controls 
a  private  railway,  on  which  it  charges 
exorbitant  rates,  but  also  controls  a  town- 
ship, and  intends  to  compel  its  employes  to 
live  in  its  houses.  I  am  informed  that 
th'i  position  of  affairs  practically  amtxmts 
to  a  re[)eal  of  the  Truck  Act.  If  a  powerful 
corporation  like  this  can  carry  on  in  this 
tyrannical  manner  at  the  outset,  what  chance 
will  its  employ^  have  when  it  is  firmlv 
established  in  Au.stralia  ?  In  New  South 
Wales  we  have  tried  to  prevent  the  cor- 
poration fiOm  obtaining:  a  private  township, 
and  have  been  unable  to  do  so ;  what 
chance  shall  we  have  of  controlling  it  when 
its  power  has  increased?  I  thought  that 
we  sho'.ild  have  the  new  protection  to  de;^! 
with  this  and  other  big  trusts ;  but  it 
seems  now  that  there  is  no  hope  of  that. 
Therefore,  if  I  had  the  opportunity .  I 
should  re^'erse  many  of  my  votes  on  the 
Tariff.  The  MinisfirY^es'iibt  seenplto  K- 
in  earnest  in  regara  i^' me  ^new  protdmon. 


PAKT  I. 

SPEECHES 


Jnly  3»  1907,  to  June  6,  1908. 


Explanation  or  ABBKEVUTIONS. — Adj.,  motion  of  adjournmenl ;  ad.  ref.,  adopttOQ  of  report; 
amdi.,  amendment;  cam.,  committee;  eons,  amdts.,  consideration  of  amendments;  eong. 
met.,  consideration  of  message;  cam.  consideration  of  requests;  dis.t  order  of  tbe 

day  discharged;  exfl.,  explanation;  in/.,  introductory  stages  of  Bill;  met.,  message;  m., 
motion;  obs.,  observations;  m.s.e.,  motion  to  suspend  standing  orders;  f.o.,  point  of  order; 
q.,  question i  iK.,  3R.,  3R.,  first,  second,  or  third  reading;  reeom.,  recommitted. 


ArolMT,  Mr.  B.  Wh  f7aprtco>'»ta ; 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  129 

Australian  Industriei   Preiervaiion   Bill,  3K., 

9039,  gior. 
Bounties,  address,  130 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  80;;  com.  (specification  of 
bounties),  1059;  (sdiedule)  (cotton),  1077; 
(olives),  ti2o;  (palm  fmit),  X184;  (tobacco), 
1325 ;  (fish),  i39r 

Budget,  3191 

Cattle,  Argentine,  j.,  6677 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  reg.,  (Agricultural 
Machinery  and  Implements),  10665  >  (Of  3)> 
10914;  (Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks), 
rio93.    Ste  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) 

Defence  : 

Cadet  System,  addrett,  130 
Department  of  the  Interior,  address,  130 
Federal  Administration,  address,  129 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  -3194 
Immigration,  siifflyf  9iSai>4 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2K.,  733 

Land  Tax,  Budget,  3197 

Lights  and  Beacons,  address,  j^i 

London  Ofl&ces  of  Commonweal ih,  supply,  3671 

Mail  Service,  Queensland,  petition,  1056 

Mail  Steamer,  Bingera,  q.,  10463 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  sr.,  62.78 

New  Protection,  Budget,  3193 

01d.age  Pensions,  Budget,  3197;  m.,  9342 

Parliament,   Press   Reports   of  Proceedings, 

Budget,  3198 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1923;  SR., 

1985 ;  com.  (amount  of  allowance],  2002 
Prorogation,  q.,  11053 
Protective  Policy,  Effect  of^  Budget,  3192 
Public  Service  : 

Queensland  Promotions,  m.,  10136 

Retirement  of  Officer,  q.,  8813 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 

<535*  (port  of  entty),   1564;  (examination 

if  imparted  stock),  1724,  1756,  1761;  (power 

to  destroy  diseased  animals),  1725 
Queensland  Rai'.ways,  Budget,  3190 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3969 
States  Debts,  Budget,  31.J5 

F.«90a 


Archer,  Mr.  E.  Vf.— continued. 
Sugar  Industry  : 
Black  Labour  in,  Budget,  3191 
Casual  labourers,  X0878 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9621 
Works    and    Buildings,    External  Affairs 

(London  Offices),  3071 
Tariff  :  m.,  3191 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,    Horticultural   and  Viticultural 

dlachioery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6054, 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Viticnltural 
Machinery  and  ImplemenU,  eons,  reg., 
10665 

Droppers,  6116 

Engines,  6704 

Glass,  6934 

Manufactures  of  Paper,  7204 
Oils,  eons,  req.^  10914 
Pianos,  7356 

Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7343,  7x45* 

7246,  7251,  7258;  eons,  req.,  11093 
Rails,  &c.,  6818,  6828 
Sheepwasbes,  6990 
Sujgar.  4674,  4764 

Wicker,  Bamboj,  and  Cane,  7108,  7109 
Wire  Netting  4573),  4575,  4576 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Golden  Syrup,  4767 

Telegrams,  Delayed,       8813,  8925 

Atkinaon.  Hf.  U..  Wilmot: 

Addresi-in-Reply,  m.,  18S 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
9036;  com.,  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documents),  9323 

Bounties  Bill,  3R.,  991;  com.  (schedule),  1083; 
(mohair),  1096;  (coffee),  1199 

Budget,  3394 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Hay  and 
Chaff),  10539;  (Wire  Netting),  10772; 
(Roofing  Tiles),  10901;  (Oils),  loqiS;  (In- 
secticides), 11004;  (Timber),  11136;  (Cur- 
tains and  Blinds),  ir44o.  See  Tariff  Reso- 
lutions (Customs)  ^  . 
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Atkinson,  Mr.  L. — eoHtinued. 
Defence  : 

Coastal,  addrest,  191 

Military  Regulations,  919a 

Naval  Agreement,  address^  191 
Federal  Administration,  address,  188 
Grain  Bags,  j.,  iioji 
Immigration,  address,  189 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  189 
Income  Tax,  Payment  by   Federnl  Officers, 

address,  191 
Kalgoorlie  to   Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2R.,  718 
Land  Taxation,  address,  1S9 
London  Offices,  suffly,  3672 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  190 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6494 
Northern  Territory,  address,  190 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    aB.,  I079f 

eom.  (amount  of  allowance),  2009 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  190 
Preferential  Voting,  address,  191 
Quarantine  Bill,  eom.   (scope  of  quarantine), 
1517;  (interpretation),  1540;  (ports  of  entry), 
1551  ;  cons,  amdis.,  8948 
Responsible  Government,  address,  188 
Shipping  King,  British,  10785 
Stipply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  jTrade  and  Customs), 
3443;  (External  Affairs),  3672 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11745;  9.,  11788 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  188 
Tariff  ;  m,,  3394 

Congratulatory  Telegrams,  f.,  3996 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  :  , 

Candles,  4951 

Cartatns  and  Btimls,  eons,  req.,  11440 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5426;  ad.  ref.,  7454; 

re  J.,  10539 
Iron»  Plate  and  Sheet,  6547 
Insecticides,  cans,  req.,  11004 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  71S8 
Oils,  eont.  req.,  logrS 
Potatoes,  5341 
Rock  Drifls,  6783 
Roofing  Tiles,  cons,  rtq.,  10901 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  ^140 
Timber,  undreued,  -^o^,  ^596 ;  cowi.  req., 

1113* 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6685 
Wire  Netting,  cons,  req.,  10772 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tasmanian  Hail  Service,  q.,  11017 
Trawler,  smffly,  3443;  q.,  i>a6i 

Bamford,  Hon.  F.  W.,  ffetbert  : 

Bounties  Bill,  r«m.  (schedule)  (rice),  iig»; 

(coffee),     I30I  ;     recom.     (specification  of 

bounties),  1386,  1387;  q.,  5415. 
Coastal  Surveys,  q.,  4519 
Commonwealtn   Cuirency,   q.,  2335 
Commonwealth  Savings  Bank,  q.,  407 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  50a,  1281 ;  a/f/.,  1743, 

^344 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.,  (Kago  and 
Tapioca),  io4<)8 ;  (Glo\'es),  10578 ;  (Manu- 
factures of  Metal),  10706 ;  {Wire  netting), 
10760;  (Timber),  11038,  11165.  See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs) 
fence  : 

Officers*  Alien  ServanU,  q.,  tiS^j 
Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factorv,  a., 
6356 


Bamford,  Hon.  F.  yi.—eoiainued, 

Thursday   Island   Fort,   Explosion   at,  q., 
10750,  I 1627 
Disputed  Elections  and    Qualificatiooa  Bill, 

com.  (pending  petitions),  6381 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  8S14 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  6228,  7415,  11051 
Immigrants,  Spanish,  q.,  4647,  7113 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  adj.,  244 
Mails  : 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  9766 

Papua,  Solomon  Islands  and  New  Hebrides, 

3508,  3509 
Railway  Carriage  of,  q.,  iii^ 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  int.,  5914 
Old-Age  Pensions,  9324 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  suffly,  941a 
Conflict  Groop,  Purchase  of,  q.,  7248 
Telegraphic  Communicatioo  with,  q.,  405 

Post  Offices : 
Cairns,  Ways  and  Means,  ^3 

Postal  : 

Promotions,  Queensland,  q.,  5340 

Registered  Letter,  non-delivery  of,  q.,  9193 
Printing  Machinery,  suffly,  3597 
Public  Service  : 

Age  Retirements,  m.,  9194 

Classification,  q.,  1975 

North  Queensland  :  Extra  Living  Allowasc^ 

q..  9009 

Public  Works  Estimates,  q.,  1866 

Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  ^27 ;  eoim.,  (order  to  per- 
form quarantine),  1730;  (power  to  destroy 
diseased  animals),  1739 

Queensland  Coast.  Lighting  of,  tMffiy.  9SS9 

Session,  Close  of,  q.,  11790 

Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3585 

Silver  C<rinage,  q.,  3235 

Sittings  of  House,  q.,  Vfx^ 

Supply  ; 

External    Aifairs    (Administration),  941a; 

(Miscellaneous),  9724 
Home  Affairs  (Works  and  BuiltHsgs),  qSSq 
Works  and  Buildings  (Tr«isaty).  3SO- 
Tariff: 

Kerosene,  Fluh  Point  of,  q.,  ittSn 

Opium,  Smuggling  of,  q.,  2565 
Tariff  Resolutions  : 

'  Agricultural,  Horticnltunl,  and  Viticuttural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6550 
Citrus  Fruits,  5333 
Coffee,  5261,  5263,  ^364 
Egg*.  Sa^S 

Gloves,  cont.  req.,  10578 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6546 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6049 
Machinery,  &c.,  6735 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  cons,  req.,  10706 
Manufactures  ot  Paper,  7191 
Piece  Goods,  Woollen  f f.o.,  5840! 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req.,  10498 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5153 
Sugar,  4683 

Timber,  Undressed,  7035,  7106;  tons,  req., 

11038,  11165  ■ 
Tobacco,  Manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4394 
Tool  Handles,  7122 
Wire  Netting,  4540;  eons,  req.,  10760 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tropical  Diseases  in  Australia,  suffly,  9734 
Year'Boek,  q.,  10607 
Wireless  Telegrgph^^^  @^Qg[^ 
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Batohalor,  Hon.  IE.  L.,  Booihby 
Agiicultural  Impleiaent  Making  Indtatry,  mdj., 

Austraiiaa  Indtntriei  PresemtioD  Bill,  al.* 
91  oi 

Bounties  Bill,  2B.,  919;  com.  (specification  of 
bounties),  1058;  (scliedute}  (cotton)  1076, 
(mobair)  1096,  (olives)  11 15,  (palm  fruit) 
1184,  (coffee)  laoa,  1307,  (tobacco)  isa6 

Braddon  Section,  Budget,  3037 

Budget,  3015,  310S 

Business,  Oidex  01,  m.,  38041  10078 
Cbaiiman  of  Committeei,  suffljr,  8a,  83;  m., 
316 

Customs  Prosecution,  g.,  9089 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eomi.  req.  (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10497;  (^>y  Chaff),  10539; 

(Bags  and  Sacks),  10571,  10572;  (Hats  and 
Caps),  10601;  (Arms).  10658;  (Kitcben  Uten- 
sils), 10707,  10708;  (Locks),  10777,  '0793; 
(Standards,  Steel  Fencing),  10799;  (Oils), 
10887,  10894.  I097S>  >o992;  (Ammonia), 
iiooi;  (Cortsau  and  Blinds),  11439,  ■■44>; 
(Motire  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances), 
■'537;  (Pulley  Blocka),  11541 ;  (Articles 
made  fron  Aluminium),  11544;  (Timber), 
11573;   <"•'   >I4>7  Tariff  resolutions 

(Customs).) 

Customs  Taxution,  Budget,  3044 

Defence  : 

Artillery  Pnkcticc  at  Naime,  q.,  10700 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  smffty,  3337 
Electoral  Department : 
Electoral  Act,  Amendment  of,  mf^y,  9770-1 
Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Officm,  m., 
701 

Rolls,        iU59i  11330 
Excise  Tariff  {Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
f-.  7"3 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  4143 ;  q., 

4647.  4M.  4748,  5238.  53»8.  569'.  7027. 

7097,  7398;  Wayt  and  Mmhs,  5698 
Federal  Expenditure,  Budget,  3041 
Government   Printing   Office,  tuffly,  9971 
House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11437 
Immigration,  supfly,  9696-9 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (quali. 

fications),    11967;    (disqualifications),  11968, 

11970,  11973 
Land    Tax,    Progressive,    luffly,    969S ;  q., 

10878 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6454 

New  Protection,  Budget,  3045,  3105 ;  adj., 
4143 ;  q..  4647,  464S,  4748 ;  Ways  mnd  Means. 
5698 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  194 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3035 
Parliament,  reflections  on,  exfl.,  10975  i  obs.. 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 
of  allowance)  1996,  (oonscientiom  temples) 

30II 

Pianos,  Exhibit  in  Parliament  House,  q.,  7114 
Postal  Department ; 
Administration,  Royal  Commissioo  as  to,  q., 

9477;  suffly,  10x45;  m.,  10435 
Chinese  Helmets,  q.,  6593,  6675 
Expenditure   in   South   Australia,  suffly, 
"393 

Mail  Motor  Can,  q.,  4086,  10753,  11526, 
II 791 
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Batchelor,  Hon.  E.  L. — comiinued. 
Post  Offices,  Expenditure  upon,  suffly,  3335 ; 
South  Australian  Officials,^.,  3c66,  3890; 
Letter  Carriers  and  Mail  Cart  Drivert, 
9846 

Stamp  Printmg,  suffly,  9973,  11395 
Telegraphic  Messages  Abroad,  q.,  9389,  1215  t 
Post  Offices : 

Northam,  suffly.  3533,  3538 
Unley,  q..  5497 

Postal  Rates  Bill,  q.,  8S3 
Public  Service  ; 

Administration  of,  suffiy,  cf^$-6 

District  Allowances,  mffly.  11376;  f.,  11919 

Increments,  Budget,  3043 

Retiring  Age,  suffiy,  10346 
Quarantine  Bill,  aR.,    538.   com.     (scope  of 

quarantine)    1533,   (State   laws  and  regula* 

tions),  177a;  cons,  amdts.,  8943 
Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of,  f.e.,  6800 
Sittings  of  House,  q.,  6410 
Sump  Printing  Machinery,  q.,  398,  314,  406 
Sugar  Bounty  Act,  Budget,  303^ 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  83.  ^ 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  as.,  13180,13183 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9696 
Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9770;  (Pub- 

lie  Service  Commissioner),  9775 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10345; 

(Expenditure  in  South  Australia),  11393 
Treasury  (Government  Printer),  9971 ;  (Dis- 
trict Allowances),  11376 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3^5 ; 
(Trade  and   Customs),   3437;   (Post  and 
Telegraphs),  3515,  3533,  3538,  3591 
Surplus  Revenue  :  Monthly  Balances,  q.,  11785 
Tariff  :  ut..  3035,  3105;  ad.  74S4 

Revenue  from,  Budget,  3038 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  {f.o.,  41*2], 
4ta6 

Ammonia,  cons,  req.,  itooi 
Arms,  6036,  6037;  eons,  req.,  10658 
Articles    for    official    use   of    States  Go- 
vernors, 7404,  7418,  7431 
Articles  made  from  Aluminium,  cvus.  req., 
"544 

Bicycles,  7375,  7281 
Bolts,  6113 

Carbon,  Bisulphide,  739a 

Chain,  n.e.i.,  61 13 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5741 

Cotton  Asbestos,  7399 

Cycle  Parts,  Plated,  7283 

Cycle  Parts,  n.e.i.,  7284 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  11439, 

Dates.  5332 

Droppers,  6833 

Furniture,  7017 

Graphite,  6858 

Hats  and  Caps,  cons,  req.,  10601 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5363;  cons,  req.,  10529 
Kitchen  Utensils,  cons,  req.,  10707,  10708 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6038 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6052 
Live  Stock,  4770 

Locks  and  Staples,  6114;  e^nr.  req.,  10777, 
10793 

Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6107 
Manures,  7366,  737a 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances* 
6641,  666a;  eons,  req.,  ii$27  i 
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Batchelor,  Hon.  E.  h.—eontinued. 

Tariff  Reiolutions  (Customs) — coniinued. 

Oils,  eons,  reo.,  10S87,  10894,  ">975>  ^"99* 
Paints  and  Colonrfi  6880 

Peel.  5333.  533^ 
Piece  Goods,  5923 
PuHcy  Blocks,  11541 
Rice  (uncleancd),  5528 
Saccharin,  6975 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10497 

Salt,  Gypsum,  and    Manure    Bags,  5645; 

recom..    5735,   5736,    5737;    cons,  ref., 

10571,  1057a 
Screws,  n.e.i.,  6770 

Sundards,  Steel  Fencing,  com.  reg.,  10799 
State  Imports,  7439 
Stone  and  Marble^  6960 
Sugar,  4701,  4766 
Taolu,  6634 

Timber,  undressed,  7083,  7087,  7089;  cons. 

reg-,  11573 
Tobacco,     (manufactured,     n.e.i.)>  4'i*i 

(unmanufactured),  4303 
Traction  and  Portable  ^gines,  6684 
Vehicle!,  7292 
Wine,  n.e.i.,  4141 
Wire  Netting,  4460.  4576 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Sill) 

TarifT  Konolutions  (Excise)  : 
Saccharin,  4766 

Tobacco,  hand-made,  strand,  4305 
Tasmanian  Cable,  y.,  11707 

Telephones  : 

Charges,  Reduction  of,  880 

Indexine  of  List.,  9.,  4586 

Norwood  and  Unley  Exchanges,,  g.,  1090, 

Rates,  Anomalies  in,       978;  sMffly,  3515 
Trawler,  suffly,  3437 
Wages  Boards,  Budggt,  31 11 
Weather  Forecasts,  g.,  8926,  9091,  9480 


t,  Sanator  Hon.  R.  V.,  Vicloria  : 

Additional '  Appropriation  Bill,  1907-8,  m.s.o.. 
It.,  H473 ;  Schedule  (Postmaster-General), 
1 1620,  11621 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1907-8,  m.t.o.,  11622;  2B.,  ii6aa, 
1 1690 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1905-6  and  1906-7,  m.s.o.,  11623 

Address- in.Rc ply,  m.,  53 

Adjournment,  adj.,  6416 

Adjournment :  Easter,  q.,  10252,  10369 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  9,  4893,  6353,  6415, 
7052,  7786,  7790,  10072,  10309,  10399,  1096a. 
11321,  11323,  I 1384,  11697,  12149;  suffly. 

5878 

Agriculture,  Department  of,  q.,  836;,  8483, 
8505.  8506 

Agricultural  Implement  Workers,  q.,  5177 
Agricultural  Show,  adj.t  2963 
American  Fleet,  q.,  8554,  9138.  9*3^; 

9421;  q.,  11301,  11468,  11469,  11470.  i>9S3. 

12103;  obs.,  9951 
Anglo-Japanese  Treaty,  j.,  5858;  suffly,  5876 
Antarctic  Expedition,  q.,  7703,  7754<  7849 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — coniintud. 

Appropriation  Bill,  m.s.o..  10360;  2B.,  10261  ; 
cam.,  (Parliament),  10286,  10289;  (Extexnal 
Affairs)  10290,  10291,  10293,  10396,  "»99* 
10303;  (Attomey-Gcneral),  10303;  (Tien- 
aury),  10371;  (Defence),  10384,  10386, 
1038S;  (PostnukSter-Genenl),  10390;  3K., 
10399 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  B  ill , 
i».,  3706;  21.,  3798,  3925;  «<*».,  schedule 
(Defence).  3930,  3931,  4037.  4038,  404»> 
4043,  4045;  (Postmaster-General),  4^7* 
4048,  4049;  (Treasury),  4056,  4059,  4062; 
(External  Affairs),  4063,  4065,  4078;  3»-' 
4144 

Asiatics,  RegistratioD  of,  q.,  9423 
Australia,    Map   of,    q.,  5466;  Advertising, 
'sHffly,    10303;    q.,   11218,  11301,  11473; 
sutfiy,  iar44,  12145 
Australian   Men   of   Letters   Fund,  luffiy- 
10303 

Australian   Industries   Preservatim   Act,  f-, 

4035,  6294,  7569,  7653;  adj..  4278 
Anstralian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  >■/-. 
IB.,  4»44:         4365.  49";  (burden  of 

proof),  4918,   (persons  to  answer  questions 
and  produce  documents),   5013,  5015,  5031, 
5094,  5108,  5110,  (production  of  documentsl. 
5111,  (documents  may  be  impounded),  5112; 
in.,  5113;  ai.  ref.,  5178,  S«93i  3»-»  5*85;  ff-, 
5978;  eons,  amdts.  (persons  to  Miiwer  ques- 
tions and  prodtKe  documents).  1007c 
Anti-Trust,  and  Commerce  Laws,  g.,  11303 
Bananas,  Inspection  Fees,  q..  447^.  47t>7 
Bible  Reading  in  State  Schools,  q.,  2283,  3514 
Bicycle  Industry,  q.,  5978.  6»94.  7569 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,   tnt.    and    iR-,  250; 
com.  (application  of  State  laws),  671,  673. 
676 

Boot  Machinery  Trust,  q.,  828,  934 
Bounties,  Western  Australia,  q.,  5175.  S»4 
Bounties  Act,  q.,  7653,  9138 
Bounties    Bill,    com.,    (appropriation),  2765; 
(minimum  wage),  2771  ;  (regulations),  2856, 
3860;  (rice,  nncleancd),  3475;  (#.•-,  347^ 
3481),  3485:  ad.  ref..  45*5;  4*39 
British  Goods,  Certificates  of  »alne,  w.,  1957; 

79*8 

Bydget,  adj.,  1^94;  q.,  W 
Bulgarian  Immigrtnts,  q.  "~ 
Business  : 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  485.  487.  S'S.  7S64;  •»»■• 

65«J  suffly,  1862,  1932 
Order  of,  ■«.,  31.  3*»  34!  '57,  /»• 

1713,  3888,  463»;      5395 ;  '^f-  578*' 

8284,  10919,  11909,  13038;  ahi..  336s 
Cabinet  Changes,  q.^  7544,  7569;  ebs.,  7652 
Cables,  suffly,  1862,  1952 
Cattle,  Argentine,  q.,  5981 

Chinese,  Indux  of,  q.,  6061,  7937;  adj.,  9008; 

q..  9236-7.  >037o 
Cigar  Boxes,  q.,  5083 

Coal  Combioe,  adj,,  3688;  a..  3899,  403s 
Coal  Miners,  Maitland,  q..  8239,  8309 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2a.,  12100 
Coastal  Trade,  564 

Collins,  Captain,  q.,  1928;  suffty,  10296 
Colonial  Oil  Coy.,  Action  of,  adj.,  3789 
Commerce  Act,  q.,  132,  7754;  suffly,  63^2 
Commercial  Agents,  q.,  8554 
Commercial  Congress,  tf.j^353 
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Commonwealfb,  Advertising  Resources  of,  suf- 
f^J'  S89*»  63495  ii»i8,  11302, 

11384,  ii47«i  f^tt^y.  10303,  12144,  iai45 

Commonwealth  ConctliatioD  and  ArbitratiOD 
Act,  f,,  7926 

Commonwealth  Gaxeite,  suffly,  10290 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Fmaocial  Relatiooa 
of,  addreti.  58;  f.,  746,  7974-6,  7976,  11381 

Commonwealth  SaUriea  Bill,  tV.,  132;  is., 
»o;  2R.,  500;  c0m,  (taxation  by  Stales  of 
Commonwealth  salaries),  954,  955,  956,  1047, 
>5o8i  »57a.  158'.  1583;  ad  ref..  1704}  3»., 
1828;  eons,  amdt.,  4084 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Act,  q..  7567 

CommoKwealth  Year  Book,  q.,  9422 

Confectionery  Trade,  adj.,  .1407 

ConstitQtion  Alteration  (Senate  Elections)  Act, 

g-.  9237 

'  Contingencies,"  supply,   1949,  1950 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  650,  830,  1929 
Cottun,  Production,  q.,  650,  830 
Criminal  Appeals   Rill.  m..  2^61;  2».,  3493 
Criminal  Appeals,  q.,  1567 
Customs  Act,  Breaches  of,  q,,  3463 
Ciutoms  Conference,  Pretoria,  q.,  10921 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  q.,  11581,  11986, 
1 2102 

Customs  Frauds,  Adelaide,        249;  1131 
Customs  Launch,  Sydney,  luffly,  3931 
Customs  Leakages,  q.^  <>294i  0400 
Customs  Revenue,  Tasmania,  q.,  933,  934 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Rill,  as.,  laioi 
Customs  Tariff  BiU,  iR.,  7545,  7552;  m.s.o., 
7553.  loS^o,  10840;         10919;  10922, 
11580.    11678,    11687;    2H.,    7553;  com.. 
(Application  of  Tana),  9950;  (bcfaedulc  B), 
9950;  m.s.o.,   10041-2,  11581;  m.,  11583; 
ad,  r*f;  10042;  retom.,  10048 
Schedule  : 

Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  8625 ; 

cons,  req.,  10937 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticul- 

tural     Machinery     and  Implements. 

8587,  8588,  8590  " 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticul- 

tural     Machinery    and  Implements, 

n.e.i.,  8575,  8579 
Aluminium,  9173;  cons,  req.,  10940 
Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169,  9170; 

eons,  req.,  11237 
Ammunition,  8555 
Animals,  7654 
Anodes  and  Hooks,  9173 
Antimony,  9171 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8194 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  8213 
A^rel   and  Attire,   woollen  or  silk. 

Arms,  8556,  8557,  8558,  8559.  8560;  cons. 

req.,  10934 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  Sai? 
Artificial  Plants,  Flowers,  and  Fruits, 

8351.  8352 
Bags  and  Sacks,  8218,  8219 
Baskets  of  Rush  and  Straw,  9899 
Bicycles,  cons,  req.,  11315 
Biscuits,  7667,  7681 
.   Blankets,  8232,  8233;  tens,  req.,  10925 
Blankets  for  Printing  Machines,  9946 
Blue,  7686,  7695,  7696;  eons,  req.,  10844 
Boats,  Launches   and  Yachts,  9901 
BooU,  &c.,  9662 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  yi.— continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schednle)-^oti/ijiW(f. 
Boots,  Rubber,  9665 
Brass,  viz.,  Scrap,  &c.,  9173 
Brasswork  and  Gun-metal  Work,  8764 
Broom,  Com,  Millet,  7697 
Bmsbes,  9903 

Batter  and  Cheese,  7699,  7700 
Cameras,  &c.,  9936 
Candles,  7705,  7711,  771a 
Carpets,  8361,  8268;  cons,  req., 
11592 

Chaff  Cutters  and  Horse  Gears.  S^ro, 
8580  ^'^ 
Churns,  &c.,  8581 

Coal    Cutting    Machines,    eons,  req., 

10941,  115915 
Coir  Mats,  8276 

Combined  Com  Shelter,   Husker,  and 

Bagger,  8581 
Combs,  9654 

Confectionery,  7721,   7741,  7747,  7749; 

cons,  req.,  10855 
Copper,  9173 
Corks,  9926 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  8279,  8281,  8282, 
8284 

Cotton  Asbestos,  &c.,  9939 
Cru*  or  Rough  Tanned  "Goat,  &c.,9678 
Curled  Hair  and  Curled  Fibre,  9899 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  n.e.i.,  8287;  eons. 

*'eq.,  10926,  11589 
Cutlery  of  all  kinds,  n.e.i..  8598;  eons. 

req.,  10936 

Dutiable  Machinery  and  Machine  Tools, 
8721 

Dynamos  and  Electrical  Machines,  eons. 

req.,  10943,  10947 
Earth    and    Rock   Cutting  Machinery, 

8785.  8787,  8795.  8796 
Electrical   and   Gas*  Appliances,  8891, 

9042,  9044,  9046,  9053,  90601;  cons. 

req.,  10948,  10950,  11596 
Electrical  Machines  and  Parts  thereof, 

8708,  8804,  88to,  8869,  887a,  88S2, 

8885,  8886;  eons,  req.,  115W),  11590, 

"59' 

Electrotypes   and   Stereotypes,  9169 
Engines,  n.e.i.,  8665,  8667,  8668,  8670, 

8676,  8694 
Explosives,  9926,  9927 
Fancy  goods,  9650,  0653 
Fibro  and  Glazed  Bricks,  eons,  req.. 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 

Filters,  9900 

Fish,  eons,  req.,  10856. 

Fishing  and  Rabbit  Nets,  9917 

Fringes  and  Textile  Materials,  not  for 

Attire,  8334 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7809 
Fumigators,  Atomisers,  &c.,  9925 ;  eons, 

req.,  11316 
Furniture,  n.e.i.,  cons,   rea.,  11242 
Furs  and  other  Skins,  8289 
Glass,  cons,  req.,  11235 
Gloves,  8293,  8294,  8295,  8296-7;  eons. 

req.,  10927,  11592 
Glue,  eons,  req.,  11235 
Goods  Repaired  Abroad,  9945 
Goods  Returned  to  (jSihpijijnjfi^l^,  9946 
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Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 
Cnstomi  Tariff  Bill  {Schedule)— continued. 

Grain    and    Pulse,    not    prepared  or 

manufactured,  7S91 
Grain  and   Pulse,   prepared  or  manu- 
factured, 7895;  f.o.,  7900 
Hata,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8300,  8318, 
8321 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  reg.,  X0856-7 

Infants'  Food,  8063 

Insecticides,  cons,  reg.,  11238,  11599 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  856a,  8563 

Irm  and  Steel,  9189 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes,  9086,  9087.  9088 

Iron  Pipes,  ftc,  9073,  9074 

Jewellery,  unfinished,  9654 

Jewellery,  known  as  Rolled  Gold,  &c., 

Jewellery,  being  machine-made  chain, 

4c.,  9655 
Jewellery,  n.e.i.,  9656 
Einematographs,  &c.,  9657 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  8568,  8571 
Lantern  Slides,  &c.,  9930,  9931,  9933, 

9934i  993S;  ^o"^-  "3*7 
Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable  En- 
gines, 8662 
Leather,  com.  req.,  11309,  11310 
Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belt- 
ing, 9675,  9677,  9678 
Liquorice,  7755,  7759,  7760;  cent,  reg-t 
10855 

Locks,  9173,  9176;  fons.  req.,  10958 
Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  8097 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine 

Tools,  n.e.i.,  8703,  8709  (f.a..  8711, 

8715),  8718,  8719,  8720 
Manufactures   of    Metal,   n.e.i.,  8724, 

87»5»   8734.   8736,   8740,  8757,  8761, 

8762.  8763 
Mangles,  &c.,  8573 
Manures,  9903 

Matches  and  Vestas,  7978;  cons,  req., 
10867 

Metals  and  Machinery  (Divison  VIA.), 
^187 

Military  Band  and  Orchestral  Musical 
Instruments,  9899 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appli- 
ances (except  electric),  8626,  8628, 
8630,  86j3,  [f.o.,  8645,  8648),  8654. 
8657 ;  cons,  req.,  10938 

Mustard,  cons,  req.,  1086S 

Nails,  8603,  8607 

Oars  and  Sculls,  9903. 

Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8041,  8043,  S055, 
8062;  ecns.  req.,  10870 

Oils,   cons,    req.,    11222,    11224,  11226, 

11237,    11330,  11598 

Outside  Packages,  n.e.i. ,  9948 
Paint  Boxes,  9054 

Paper,  eons,  req.y  11311,  11314,  11315 
Parasols,    Sun^ades,    and  Umbrellas, 
83*5 

Passengers*    Personal    Effects,  9941 
Peas  and  Pencils,  cons,  req.t  11315 
Pianos,  9893,  9896 
Pickles,  cons,  req.,  10871 
Piece  Goods  used  in  manufacture  of 
waterproof  cloth,  c»ns.  req.,  11330 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  W. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ^««/jirMtf. 

Piece  Goods,   8119,  Siai,  8134,  8127, 

S150,  8151,   8157.  8166,   8170,  8i8a, 

8183,  8187,  8189,  8190,  819a;  cons. 

reg.,  10923-4,  11594 
Pins  not  of  Gold  or  Silver,  9178 
Plates  and  Sheets  of  any  metal  (except 

tin),  9170 
Platinum  Bars,  9 1 78 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  cons,  req., 

11236 

Pulley  Blokks,  cons,  req.,  10938,  10939, 

10940,  11596 

Rails  &c.,  9063,  9071,  9073;  eons,  reg., 
10951 

Rice  Root,  7698;  ecns.  reg.,  10871 
Roasting  Dishes,  cons,  req.,  11335,  '>599 
Rock  Boring  Machines,  cons,  reg.,  10941 
Roofing  Tiles,  cons,  reg.,  11334 
Rubber  and  other  Hose,  9666 
Rubber  manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9670,9673, 
9674 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7659 

Saws,  n.e.i.,  8763 

Scientific  Instruments,  9947 

Sewing    and    Embroidery    Silka  und 

.Twists,  9923 
Screws,   8777,   8778,   8781  ;    cons,  req., 

10941,  11589 

Sheet   Lead   and   Lead   Piping,   8572 ; 

cons,  req.,  10935,  11588 
Slipper  Forms,  ^Kc,  9663,  9664,  9665; 

eons,  req.,  11 309 
Socks  and  Stockings,  8334*  8336*  8338, 

8339 

Solid  Spirit  Heaters,  7713 

Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames,  9658 

Spices,  cons,  req.,  10874 

Stained   Glass  Windows,   9936-7 ;  fcm. 

req.,  ii3»/i  ^1318,  11607 
Standards,  &c.,  9178,  9181,  9182,  9183; 

eant.  req.,  i0959t  11598 
Stearine,    Paraffine    Wax,   &c.,  7714; 

cans,  req.,  10841;,  i<^54 
Steel  and  Steel  Ri  mmed  Wheels,  9183, 

9184,  9186-7.;  cons,  req.,  10961 
Stone  and  Marble,  eons,  reg.,  11237, 
11589 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8582,  8584,  85S5 
Surgical  Appliances,  9940;  eons,  req., 
11320 

Surgical,  Dental,  and  Veterinary  In- 
struments, ftc,  9943,  9944;  cons,  req., 
11320 

Talking  machines,  &c.,  9657 
Tartaric  Acid,  cons,  reg.,  11341 
Tea,  cons,  req.,  10921 
Tents,   Tarpaulins,   Sails,   and  Flags, 
8347 

Timber  {f.o.,  9423I.  94^4.  9459.  947*; 
if.o.,  9553);  cPHi.  req..  11242,  ii2;3. 
11255,    naS^,    11257,    11304,  11308, 

Tobacco   (unmanufactured),  cans,  req., 

10841,  10843 
Trimmings   and   ornaments,   o.e.i..  for 

Attire,  8348,  8349 
Type,  Printers',  8764. 
Vehicles,  eons,  req.,  11316 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  8327 
Watch  and    Clock  .^ain    and  Hair 


July  3, 1907,  to  June  5,  1908, 
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Beit,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Vi .—eontinued. 

Custom!  Tariff  Bill  {ScheA}x\t)~ccnHtmed. 
Watchei,  Clocks,  ftc,  g6s6 
Webbing  Machines,  ftc,  n.e.i.,  8619-20, 

Wire  Netting,  9140 

Wire,  D.e.i.,  9187;  eons,  rtf.,  iiass 

Works  of  Art,  9936*7 ;  eons,  req.,  11317, 

11318,  11607 
Yarns,  9920,  9922 

Darling  Island  Store,  suffly,  3930 
Decimal  Coinage,  10369 
Defence  : 

Atb<iny  and  Townsville  Forts,  luffly,  10384 
Beuley,  F.  W.,  suffly^  11630 
Brisbane  Rifle  Range,   tupfly,  4037,  4038. 
4041 

Commandant,  Western  Australia,  and  Rifle 

Clubs,  suffly,  10384 
Dove,  Major,  suffly,  10388 
Field  Artillery,  suffly,  4061,  4062 
Gunboat  Protector,  suffly,  4043 
Hoad,  Major-Genera],  j,,  6191 
Inspector-General's  Report,  suffly,  10384 
lostnictional  Officers,  suffly,  1949,  103&I 
Lyons,  Capt.,  suffly,  10386 
Militia,  Supply  of  Boots   to,  suf^y, .  5873 
Militiamen,  Insulting  Behaviour  of,  suffly,  . 

10384-5 

Naval  Agreement,        I131,  2514,  10252 
Naval  Officers'  Reports,  suffly,  10384 
Naval  Policy,        5177,  5367,  5466 
North  Fremantle  Fort,  suffly,  4043 
Policy,  g.,  5560 

Rifle  Clubs  and  Asfocrationt,  suffly,  1949, 
4045 

Thursday  Island,  suffly,  10384 
Toyjedoes,  Practice,  suffly,  406a 
Uniforms,  Western  Australia,  suffly,  10384 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
int.,  5284;  as,  5467,  5594,  5596;  com.  (pend- 
mg  petitions),  5596,  5597,  5599  (amendment 
of  Psincipal  Act),  ^6^8  (qualificatiou  and 
vacancies),  5649,  5657,  5660,  5661,  5664;  m- 
««.  (pending  petitions),  5775,  5776,  5777, 
5779)  5981  (qualifications  and  vacancies), 
5982,  5983;  m.s.o.,  5986:  S:  5858,  5981 

Dispated  Senate  Election,  South  Australia, 
f"  7753.  8286,  9421 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  obs.,  3iei 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Request 
(Excise  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  looaa 

Electoral  Bill,  suffly,  1864,  6351 

Empire  Free-trade,  q.,  114^ 

Estimates,  q.,  7976 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  m.,  4477 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  IB.,  7545;  ad.  ref.,  10040; 
obs.,  116S8 

Excise  Tariff  (Apricultiir.iJ  Machinery)  Act,  y.^ 
3049.  3149.  4.l'>3.  5':5.  5^Si,  5560,  5857, 
5981,  6189;  6205.  7543,  7567..  7568,  10919, 
10920-1,  \l23o;  ad 5751 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  4619;  y., 
5857,  6189,  6295,  7566,  8364 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  sr.,  12105 

Federal  Capital,  address,  58;  q.,  5979,  7552; 
a..  6407,  8029,  9537;  m.,  77'!';,  10369 

Fidelity  Guarantee  Fund,  q.,  11471 

Fisheries  Conference,  q.,  2844 

Freight  Charges,  Preferential,  q.,  649,  650, 
37^ 

Fremantle  Dock,  q.,  6191 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Vf.—eoniinued. 
Freeman   and   Wallace,    Messrs.,    q.,  7567, 

8076,  Saai,  8286 
Fruit  Export  Regulations,  q.,  7849 
Fruit  Inspection  Fees,  q.,  5178 

Garran,  Mr.,  Visit  to  London,  q.,  3901 
German  Convict  Settlement,  Pacific,  q.,  7791, 
7841 

Glucose,  q.,  8285 

Governor-General,    Appointment  of   Earl  of 

Dudley,  obs.,  9352 
Grain,  Shipment  of,  1568 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  q.,  7565,  7566 

Hansard,  q.,  5284 

Hardie,  Mr.   Kcir,  4245 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9796 

High    Commissioner,  q.,   3797,    3798,  7571, 

suffly,  10293 
Higb  Court  : 

Appeals  to,  q.,  829 

Tipstaffs,  suffly,  10303 
Historical    Records    of    Australia,  suffly, 

10296 

House  Committee,  m.,  30 

Immigration,        39,  1689,  3900,  4244,  4245, 

4365,  447a,  5178;  Restriction  ia  Canada,  q., 

850S 

Immigration   Leagues,  q.,  8156,  8230,  8231, 
8285 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  f.,  1131,  t47i» 
1688,  1689,  5858,  5980,  9633,  10291,  10920, 
II32I,  latot 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  58;    f.,  563, 

&49,  2405,  2512 
Income  Tax,  Victoria,  obs.,  1233;  m.,  1276 
Indian  Remounts,  q.,  8867,  (0253 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  2B., 
11995;    eom.    (age    of    recipients),  12026, 
(disqualifications),   12028,   (invalid  pensions 
disqualifications),      12031,      12033,  1^033, 
(claimants  to  pensions),  12035 
Judiciary  Bill,  int.,  13a;  iK.,  »<,o\  al.,  487, 
869;  ecm.  (matter  in  which  jnriidletioa  of 
High  Court  is  exclusive),  939,  941;  (appel- 
late jurisdiction),  943.  951 ;  q-,  3901 

iumbunna  Mines,  q.,  8104 
lalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey, 
q.,  3463,  8229 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  IE.,  745;  a4j..  879;  q.,  931.  93**  3463J 
2B.,  1023,  1033;  f.o.f  X025,  1031,  103a  J  eom. 
(ijower  to  survey  route),  1474,  1503;  (appro. 
Drialion),  1509;  38.,  1703 
Kanakas,   Repatriation  of,  smffiy,  6349 
Laboratory,  suffly,  3931 
Laing  and  Sons,  Sir  James,  q.,  7926,  8230 
Land,  Alienated  and  Unalienated,  q.,  4707 
Land  Settlement,  q.,  4244,  4705,  4706,  5082 
Legislation,  Federal  and  State,  q.,  564 
Library  Committee,  w.,  30 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  m.,  8504 
Linotype  Operators,  nt.,  5397 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  q.,  3683, 
3796,  4«44.  436a.  4470.  4706,  5»77j  5857. 
7544.  770>.  8104;  suffly,  4063,  4065,  4078. 
5885 

Lene  Hand,  suffly,  12145 

Mail   Contract,   Cancelled,  address,   53;  q., 

249.  649.  931.  "3»;  fffiy.  *95»i'*-»  »5>3« 

2743.  3558.  4363.  446s,  4706,  489s.  754a. 

8330,  8672,  8868,  tii»oC^  r^^rfl/T' 
'      .     Digitized  by  V^jOOQie 


viii 


liidex  to  Speeeheu. 


Best,  Senttor  Hon.  R.  W. — eontintied. 
Mails : 

Europeaa:     Special  Train,  g.,    745,  746; 
adj.,  768;  Late  Deliveries,  g.,  6397,  6408 

Pacific  Islands  Service,  suffly,  5885,  5886 

Tasinanian,  suffly,  1954 
Mail    Service    to    Europe,    q..    4462,  4706, 

5560,  5746,   5858,   5978,  6060,  6294,  6410, 

754a,  7652;  m..  6089,  6092,  6191,  6at4 
Maitland  Coal  Miners,  adj.y  8359;  867a 
Marine  Surveys,  suf-^y,  5884;       77oa,  8868, 

1 1864 

Matches,  Manufacture  of,  q.,  8309 

Mauger,  Mr.,  Speech  by,  f.,  8507 

May  and  Millar,  Messrs.,  Payment  of  Excise 

Hildura  Industrial  Dispute,  q..  7843 
Ministers,   Rumoured   Disagreement  of, 
7925-6 

'^rLK*"^o"  ^L"'         **°5»  3145.  7623. 

8285,  8864,  8979,  9422,  10253,  »09i8,  10919; 

flrf;.,  2789,  9007;  int.,  iR.,  3149;  2R.,  3234 
navigation  Commission's  Report,  m.,  2787 
Navigation  Conference,  q.,  8,  563 
.  New  Guinea,  German,  q.,  11678 
'^**^.?^'"o^"*         4*45.  4708,  489s.  8867: 

i«nh>  5893 

New  Protection,  q.,  6295,  7796,  1138a,  11473; 

iiiffh,  755'- 
New  South  Wales,  Fires  in,  q.,  3364 
New  Zealand,  Dominion,  q.,  3795;  m.,  3811 
JVimrcd   Polar   Expedition,    q.,    7702,  7754, 

Northern  Territory,  f.,  828,  S30,  1130,  1332, 
«33o.  3145.  5084,  8554,  8616,  8699,  9041, 
9421,  9422;  ad;.,  9739;  suffly  1948 

North  West  Coast,  Survey  of,  q.,  770a 

Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  7753;  sr., 
ID051 ;  ecm.  (Appropriations),  10058,  10059, 
too6o,  too6i,  10065,  10066,  10069,  10070  J 
m.s.e.,  10070-1 

Old-age  Pensions  Appiopriation  Bill,  am., 
laiaiS 

Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  942a,  12100 

Opium,  Importation  of,  q.,  745;  smuggling 

of.  S->  4895.  50".  8699;  ad;.,  9008 
Opposition,  The,  q..  5176;  obs..  6293 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3503 
Paper,  Printing  of,  m.,  746 
Paper  Pulp,  q.,  9631 
Papers,  Library  Table,  g.^  933 
Papua : 

Administration  of,  g.,  8700;  suffly,  10399 
Alleged  Massacre  of  Natives,  q.,  9237 
Appointment   of   Administrator,  g,,  11678; 

ad;.,  11701 
Boundary  of,  q.,  11301,  it678 
Copper  Fields,  Report  on,  q.,  353 
Lands  Survey  and  Mines  Department,  Re- 
port by,  q.,  7701 
Ordinances,  q.,  9353 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    iB.,  203a; 

as.,  3071 ;  3R.,  2180 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  m.i.o.,  11866 
Parliamentary  Privilege  Committee,  q.,  11317 
Patent  and  Trade  Marks   Cases,  g.,  11301, 
11985 

Patents  Act,  g.,  9139 
Patents  OfRce,  q.,  1689 
Port  Davey,  Communication  with,  q.,  5178 
Portfolios,  Rearrangement  of,  obs.,  xtyo 
Portugal,  Assassination  of  King  nod  Crown 
Prince,  obs.,  7791,  q.,  7795,  7841 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Yi.— continued, 
PoiUli 

Administration,  suffly,  1863,  7553,  9006, 
10390;  Royal  Commission,  te,  q.,  9136-7; 
Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry,  adj.,  9533; 
9;  9<>32,  9735.  7796.  8428,  iiaao,  1x580 

Country  Postmasters,  g.,  11319 

Fire  in  Melbourne,  Replacement  of  Stores, 

,  S  >  8433 

Hobart  Service,  g.,  11301-3,  11473 
Post  Offices: 

Brisbane,  Extension  of,  suf^y,  4048 

Early  Closing  of,  q.,  6409 

Melbourne,  Extension  of,  stiffly,  4047 

Savings  Banks,  suffly,  tlui 

Sites  for,  suffly,  4048 

Sydney,  Additional  Appointments,  g.,  7796 

Port  Pirie,  suffly,  4048;  g.,  5176 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  58 ;  (Tarif),  7559- 

60-1 

Printing  Committee,  935 

Printing    Office,    q.,    830,    5859,    7793.  8076. 

8104-5;  suffly*  1947.  4056.  4059.  635*.  »037» 
Prisoners,  Defence  of,  suffly,  10303 
Privilege :   Select   Committee  on  Procedure, 

m.,  10004,  looii,  X0355,  10360;   ad.  ref.. 

11990 

Prorogation,  Services  of  Officers,  adj.,  12149 
Public  Service  Commissioner,  g.,  3365 
Public  Service : 
Customs  Officers'  Salaries,  g.,  11581 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Fund,  g.,  11471 
Inquiry  Boards,  q.,  8700 

Quarantine,  States,   Cost  of,  g.,   1816,  4343, 
soil 

Quarantine  Bill,  g.,  829,  934,  848a 
Quebec  Celebrations,  obs.,  9431 
Queensland  :  Japanese  Treaty,  g.,  5561 
Questions,  f.o.,  8x54 
Railway  Rates,  Differential,  laioi 
Revenue,  Refunds  .of,  w^/Zj',  138,  1939,  1953; 

Excise  and  Customs,  g.,  10370 
Revenue,  Alleged  Leakage  in  Tasmania,  g-, 

7753.  7850 

Revenue  Losses,  Tasmania  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia, g.,  8365 

Rojral  Commissions,  Witnesses  before,  g.,  S 

Sailors,  Sick,  g.,  10920-1 

Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  tit/.,  11581 

Seamen,  Injured,  Compensation  to,  g.,  3463, 
3463.  10918 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  g.,  2845,  "'oi 

Secret  Drugs,  Curet  and  Foodi,  g.,  8386 

Senate  ; 
Adjournment  of,  m.,  6397 
Election  in  South  Australia,  Disputed, 
12101 

Electric  Bells,  suffly,  5881 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6297 

Papers  and  Correspondence,  suffly,  58S1 

Position  and  Rights  of,  m.,   1 1581 ;  ohs.y 

11678.  11687 
President  of.  First,  m.,  3366 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  7848 
Session,  1908-9,  q.,  12101 
Session,    Duration    of,    g.,    4036,  11579; 

Business  of,  g., 
Sitting,  Suspension  of,   ebs,,   6414.  8002: 

m.,  8156 

Sittings  of,  m.,  30,  757a,  7573,  8076;  suf- 
fly. 1862 

Standing  Orders  ^'"""^'^^^'^^l^^'  ^ 
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Best,  Senator  Hwj.  R.  .—continued. 

Vacancy  in   South  Australia,  q.,  a8,  3068. 
5011,  5083,  »iot;  M.,  ajii,  251a;  Com* 
mittee's  Report.        4723,  483, 
bnigping  : 

Differential  Rates,  q.,  8029 

Differential  Treatment  of,  ff.,  iiqSj,  12100 

Rebates,  q..  11985 

King,  10828 
Ships'  Stores,  q.,  10251 
Silver,  Coinage  of,  q.,  8229,  8309 
SnakV-bite,  Antidote  to,  q.,  3900,  3901 
Stamp  Board,  supply,  ^906 
Stamps,  Printing  of,  q.,  7565 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  q.,  12100 
Starch,  q.,  2514,  3556,  3683 
Stationery :     Government   Prmter,   q.^  2514, 

Statntory  Rules  and  Regulations,  f.,  11219 

Steam-ship  Afric,  q.,  Sls66,  8979 

Stripper  Harresten,  q.,  1927,  2055 

Sunshine  Harvester  Works  Employes,  supply, 
8994 

Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty,  q.,  2179,  2614,  3364,  10920 
Cane  Fields,  Labour  in,  q.,  t^iy^,  15284,  G367, 
5467,  5560;  Wages  in,  q.',  6190,  11471-2 
Excise  and  Bounty,  q.y  4796 
Immigrants,  q.,  i68q,  1816 
Surtax  in   South   Africa,   q.,   9138,  9537, 
10253;  "tffiy.  10399 

Supply,  Term  of  Giant,  tupfly,  1948 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  m.i.o.,  39;  iR.,  137 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I)  1908-9,  aR.,  12140,  12143; 
i:fm.  (schedule),  12145,  '2»46.  '^147 

Supply  Bill  (No,  2),  m.s.o..  1815;  iH.,  1833, 
iS6i ;  2R,,  igag,  1931;  com.  (issue  and  ap- 
plication), 1937;  (schedule),  1947,  1948,  1949, 
1950.  1951;         ref.,  1952;  3R.,  1953,  1954 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  IR..  5860,  5875:28.,  5877  J 
(schedule),  5881,  5884.  5885,  5886,  58^1, 

Sujjply  Jiil  ffi.  4),  „,t.a.,  6300;  IR.,  6300, 
0347:  2R.,  6347;  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion),  6347 

Supply    Bill    (No.    5),    m.s.o.,    8900;  cam. 

(Trade  and  Customs),  8994;  (Postal),  9006 
Surplus  BalancM,  q.,  353 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  q.,  11381;  aR.,  11866; 

com.    (commencement),  11903,  1190S 
Tariff,  q.,  1023,  1684,  1814 

ftilU  Relating  to,  q.,  11863 

Commission's  Reports,  q.,  2032,  2405,  2511 

Duties,  Refunds  of,  q.,  1980 

Officers,  Services  of,  ad).^  11698 

Papers,  eis.,  2211 

Passing  of,  q.,  3364.  -1036,  4143,  45S0 

Preference,  q.,  11468 

Public  Servants,  q.,  3464 

Reopening  of,  q.,  11863 

Revenue  from,  q.,  7791,  7926 

Seizure  of  Uncustomed  Goods,  Action  by 

New  South  Wales  Government,  06s.,  2099 ; 
2178;  su^y,  s87S 
S»t.ite  Imports,  Liability  to  Duty,  q.,  2406 
Statistics,  re,  q..  7542-3,  7570-1,  7794 
Te.\tile  Machinery,  q.,  10920 
Thanks  to  Senators,  c^s..  11688;  to  Officers, 

adj.,  1 1 698 

Tasmania,  Cable  Communication  with,  suffly. 

Tasmania,   Customs  Revenue,   q. ,  3462 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  supply,  1863 


Best,  Senator  Hon.  R.  Vl .—eoniinued. 
Telegraphic  and  Telephonic  • 
T*1^nt«  Melbourne,  Storage  Shed,  tuppty.AoA 
Telephone    Line,   Plain  Creek  Centoal  Mffi 

Company's,  supply,  ,3,47 
Tillett,  Mr  Ben.,"^/..  ,082 
Tobacco  Industry  s 
Combine.  Action  of,  adj.,  2046:  aofifi 

Employes  in,  q.,  564 
Waste,  y.,  649,  830 

Treasurer's  Advance,  supply,  138.  lai*, 

S  fi*^  Combines  in  Australia.  ^.  «a, 
7566   7653,  8507,  8555  *•  '•'a- 

Trust  Funds,  q.,  ,0252 

Unification,  j.,  7653 

Votes,  Lapsed.  ,j8 

y    904?     "  ^^"^ 
Wines  for  New  Zealand,  y.,  ,147, 
Wire  Netting,  g.,  ,926,  2405 

Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  q\  5177,  6061 

Bowdttn,  Mr.  B.  K.,  A>y>coH; 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  167 
American  Fleet,  q..  9474,  mSo 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7493 
Atistralian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com 

hwrsons  to  answer  questions  and  product 

documents),  9223 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  1089 

Bounties  Bill,  aB.,  908;  com.  (schedule),  (cot- 
on)   1080,  (cotton  seed),  1109.  (olives),  1108. 
(coffee),  1 199,  iao3 
Budget,  3199 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 
of,  Budget.  3200 

Customs  Stations,  Border,  supply,  9990 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  q.,  9100;  eons,  req.  (Saco 
and  Tapioca),  10496,  (Confectionery,  n.e.i.), 
10514,  10S16,  (Herbs,  dried),  10520,  (Hay 
and  Chaff),  10528,  (Matches  and  Vestas), 
10552,  (Mustard)  10555,  (Apparel  and  At- 
tire), 10564,  (insecticides),  11565.  {See  Tariff 
Resolutions.) 

Deakin,  Mr.,  Health  of,  q.,  2563 

Defence  : 

Ammuniiion,    Defective,    q.,    3301,  3422, 

36».  3733.  7"6;   supply,  3603 
Government  Policy,  q.,  8937,  9009 
Guns,   Lights    and    Emplacements,  suffly, 
3746 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  169 
Officers'  Allowances  for  Quarters,  m.,  9481 ; 
q.,  10077 

Rifle  Range.  Flemington,  q.,  10609,  *o6i3 
Small  Arms  Factory,  address,  169;  q,,  ^23, 
6356,  1179a 

Disputed  Senate    Election,   South  Australia. 

sufply,  9888  T 
Fanning  Island,  fc,gjfc%yLiOOg[e 
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Bowden,  Mr.  £.  K.—£OiUimied. 
Federal  Admintstntkn.  address,  167 
Federal  CaoiUl,  address.  168;  Sttdget,  3107; 
5238,  7111,  7460*  995a,  10074.    (.See  Seat 
of  Government  Bill.) 
Government,    Financial    Policy   of.  Budget, 

3199 

Immigation  Restriction  Act,  suffly,  9990 
Iron  Bounties  Bill,  f.,  5690 
Iron  Industry,  Budget.  3109;       "789  „ 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  AugusU  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  168 
I^d  Tax,  Budget,  3203 
laehthouses,  Queensland,  address,  170 
Loodoa  Offices,  suffly,  jfyj^ 
Mail  Contract   Cancelled,   address,  167;  q., 

9842 

Moil  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5415,  5690,  6096 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  •iVi.,  6169; 

adj..  7414;  f-.  5690.  "789 
Maranoa  Farmers'  Association,  exfi.,  501 
Meterological  Department,  suffly,  9879 
Mint,  q.,  10178-9 

Murwiltumbah,  Fire  at,  q..  3420 
New  Hebrides,  q..  1596;  suffly,  9419 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3206 
Northern  Territory,  address,  169 
Opium,  Sale  of,  q.,  M34;  Smuggling  of,  q., 
9099 

Pacific  Islands  :  Preferential  Trade,  q.,  8929 
*  Parliament,    Press    Reports    of  Proceedings, 

Budget,  3199 
Parliamentary  AUowancei  Bill,  eom.  (amount 

of  allowance),  1998 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  address,  169;  q.,  4310, 
9091 ;  suffly,  94i9-'<>>  949o»  949''9493i 
9503.  9505 

Administrator,  Appointment  of,  q.,  11533 
Boundary  of,  q,.  11323,  11385 
Civil  Service,  suffly.  9419;  ^'39° 
Importation  of  Birds  and  Animals,  suffly, 
9420 

Land  Regulations,  q..  8816 ;  m.,  9298 ; 
neffly,  9420 

Mail  Seivice,  suffly.  11358 

Natives,  Massacre  of,        ro6o6,  11181 

Nativei,  Recruiting  -of,  suffly,  ^ao 

Ordinances,  q.,  4310,  in8a 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q..  4311 
Pethericlc,  Mr.,  q.,  2567 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  j 

Administration,  suffly,  11402 

Appointment  of  Additional  Inspector,  New 
South  Wales,  q..  9193 

Lineman's  Hours,  q.,  9299,  9479 

Semi-oflBcial  post  dflSces,  q.,  9*93, 

Sydney  Railway  Station,  Late  Fee  Letter 
Box,  q..  10653 

Telephone  Lists,  q.,  9299 
Post  Offices  : 

Bellingen,    Kurri    Kurri,     Coff's  Harbor, 
Lithgow,  and   Kaloomba,   suffly.  3524; 
Litligow,  q.,  6099;  Lithgow  and  Katoomba, 
suffly,  ggSi ;  q.,  12153 
Primary  Industries,  Hudget^  3202 
Printing  Committee's  Report,  m.,  9298 
Public  Works  Department,  suffly,  9881 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  m.,  7508 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 

1525,  (persons  to  be  vnccmnted),  1735,  173S 
Rabbit  Destruction,  g.,  10081 
Salvation  Army  Settlements,  q.,  1596 


Bowden,  Mr.  E.  K. — continued. 
Seat  of  Government   Bill,    q.,    9952.  {See 

Federal  Capital.) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods,  suffly,  9982 
Sittings  of  Huuse,  q.,  6131 
Standing  Orders,  q.,  6S34 
Statistics,  suffly,  ^75 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  9419; 
(Papua),  9490,  9491,  9503,  9505,  11358 

Home  Affairs  (Census  and  Statistics),  9B75; 
(Meteorological  Branch),  9879,  98S1 ;  (Mis- 
cellaneous), 9888 

Postmaster -General  (Miscellaneous),  11401 

Treasury  (Government  Printer),  9082 

Trade  and  Customs  (Miscellaneous),  9990 

Works   and    Buildings,    (Post    and  Tele- 
graphs),   3459,    3524 :    (Defence),  3603, 
•?746;  (External  Affairs),  3675 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  1809 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  eem.  (ichedule),  6290 
Tahiti,  q.,  3105 
Tariff,  m.,  3199  : 

Curios,  Duty  on,  q.,  5329 

Seizure  of  Uncustomed  Goods,  by  New 
South  Wales  Government,  q.,  2130 

Wheat,  Rel^ding  of,  q.,  6099 
Tarttf  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Apparel  and  Attiie,  eons,  req.,  10564 

Arms,  6036,  6038 

Bananas,  5340 

Belting,  7167 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6944 

Bronzing  and  Metal  Powders,  6860 

Bullion  and  Coin,  7150 

China  and  Porcelain,  6898 

Confectionery,  5250  i  com.  req..  lO^l^t  10516 

Com  Flour,  5355 

Currants,  527S,  5282 

Explosives,  7381 

Fire  and  Glased  Brick's,  tiQio 

Glycerine  and  Lanoline,  G999 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5358 

Graphite,  6859 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5363,  544s,  eons.  req.. 
10528 

HeriM,  Dried,  eons.  req..  10520 
Insecticides,  6989;  cons,  req.,  11006,  11565 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6042,  6048 
Leather,  Rubber   and  Composition  Betting, 
7167 

Manilla   Board,  7237,  7238 

Matches  and  Vestas,  cms.  req.,  10552 

Musical   InstrumcnU,  7358 

Mustard,  eens.  req.,  10555 

Oilmen's  Stores,  5Sa5 

Olive  Oil,  6863,  6868 

Opium,  6996 

Perfumery,  6998 

Potato  Flour,  5344 

Regalia  {f.o.,  5639),  5640,  5641 

Rice  (uncleaned),  5529,  5532 

Rubber  manufactures,  7160,  7162,  7161 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req,,  10496 

Sheepwashes,  6989 

Stay  Paper  and  Cloth,  7268 

Stationery,   unmanufactured,  7243 

Stone  and  Marble,  6n6a 

Strawboard,  7233 

Tea.  5464 

Timber,  undressed,  7101,  7102,  7104,  7105, 
TiMw'  Pa?Jr,  Dja^d  by  Google 
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Bow  Jen,  Mr.  E.   K. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Curioms) — tantinufd. 

Wall  and  Ceiling  Parts,  7399 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  7110 

Works  of  Art,  7398 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigan,  4306 
Telepbonet : 

Bureaux^  q.,  7460 

Cabinets,  g.,  4309 

Charges,  Reduction  of,  g,,  880 

Katoomba    and    Litbgow    Trnnfc  Lines, 
tuPfiy,  6390 

Rates,  Aaomalies  in,  suffHy,  3459 
Victoria,  Population  of,  Budget,  3205 
WooIIeo  Industry,  Budget,  3ao4 

Brown,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Indi: 

Address-in- Reply,  m.,  350 

Adjournment,  tbs.,  6567 

Agricultural  Show,  q.,  2688 

Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  817;  eem.,   {■p.»-),  1198, 

[schedule)  (tobacco),  1225,  1226 
Braddon  Section,  Budget,  31 16 
Budget,  31 12 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.t  3047 

Commonwealth  Expenditure,  addrett,  351 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  ecnr.  req.,  (Arms)  10660, 
(Rock  Drills)  10714,  (Electrical  and  Gas 
Appliances)  10743,  (Wire  Netting),  10760, 
(Oils)  10817,  10^;  (timber)  11163;  (rebate) 
■  1195,  11203.  (See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms). ) 

Defence  : 
Naval  Agreement,  addreu,  351 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  2B.,  7487 

Federal  Capital,  f.,  10073 

Federal  Expenditure,  suffly,  1777;  Budget, 
3"a 

Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  6227,  7461 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  351 
London  Offices   of    Commonwealth,  suffly, 
3647.  3674 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aR.,  0271 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3112 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  3116 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1899;  eem. 

(amount  of  allowaace),  200S 
Parliamentary  Candidates,   Expenses  of,  q., 

977 

Quarantine  Bill,  2it.,  552 ;  ecm.  (commence- 
ment), X4i7»  (interpretation),  15^,  I54<t 
(port!  of  entry),  1558 

Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of,  exfi.,  6801 

Standard  Oil  Company,  Budget,  3116 

Supjily  Rill  (No.  2),  m.,  1777 

Si^ly  : 

Works    and    Buildings,    (External  Affairs), 
3647.  3674 
Tariff,  m.,  3112  : 
Anomalies,  g.,  2996 

Government    Intentions  as  to  passing  of, 
ad;.,  3047 

Information,  Leakage  of,  Budget,  3114 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Agricultural,    Horticultural,    and  Viticul- 

tural  Madiinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i., 

6053,  6550,  6s57.  6563  4 
Agricultural,    Horticultural,    and  Viticul- 

tural  Machinery  and  Implements,  6583 
Arms,  eons,  req.,  10660 
llUcking.  eScr 


Brown,  Mr.  J.  T.—eonHnmed. 
Tariff  Resolutitmf  {Cyutoms,)— continued 
Combined  Com  Sheller,  Husker,  ate.,  6^ 
CurranU,  528a  ^ 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eons,  fee 
"743  ' 
Engines,  6712 
Explosives,  7382 
Fiih,  5266 
Gloves,  5940 

Lamps  and  Lampware,  6044 
Meats,  n^.i.,  54k 

6^6       '"'^   Machinery  and  Appliance*, 

Nails,  6397,  6618 

OilB,  6873;  tons,  req.,  10817,  10889 
Pianos,  7^55  ^ 
Pickles,  5463 

Si£'*r»^°u  Consnmption,  11195,  naoi 

Rock  DnUs,  6787J  ions.  10714"^*  ^ 

Sausage  Casings,  5459      '       '  * 
Stay  Paper  and  Cloths,  7268 

^n^ej'  706s,  7097.;  cons,  req.. 

Type,  Printers,  6761 
Wire  Nettmg,  4453;  eons,  req.,  10760 
7375 

.»  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Wangaratta  Train  Service,  £./ iri54 

Brown,  Hon.  T.,  Co/are  .- 
■    Absent  Voters,  suffly,  2903 

Australasian    Press  Association,   g.,  7,,, 
Anstr.  la.  Advertising  Re»urces  It,  I.,  ^026 

C^luloid,  q.,  10702 

Commonwealth  Elections,  suffly,  1,365,  ,,366 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  sufffy.  087,  ^ 

TT/T  ^ScSf  Wions 

ot,  Budget,  2906,  11280 

Comn.onwealth  Salaries  Bill.  com.  (taxation 

f-,,l       ^'  ?i  Commonwealth  salaries).  3802 

10630,  (Socks  and  Stockings)  10649,  (Aeri- 

^llSl"  w""?'""''  ".^  Implement)  ioOe, 
10667,  (Manufactures  of  Metal)  10706,  (RoclJ 
.    Drills)   10714,   {Electrical  and   Gas  A^nli- 

"Tl'  ^VS'l^'^  netting)  10766;  (Oils) 
0826,  10^;  (Paper)  1107?:  (Rebate)  11204; 
(tttained  Glass  Windows)  11576;  {set  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs) 

Customs    Department,    New    South  Wales, 
Officers,  q..  tooSi,  io3ro 

Defence  : 

Australian  Light  Horse,  suffly,  5799 
Injured  Soldiers,  Compensation  to,  sutfly, 
I 1390 

Electricon,"  The,  q.,  10787 
Electoral,  suffly,  qSSS,  1136:; 
Federal  Capital,        5237;  suffly,  6289,  9888 
Irecman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  suffly.  11332 
Government  Defence  Policy,  suffly,  10120-23 
Government  Printing  Office,  suffly,  9970 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  9584 
Immigration,    Budget,    2913;    suffly,  vfii^-ft, 
'(725 ;  ?-  9765.   10401 ;   Russian   Jews,  q., 
10756;  Undesirable,  q.,  iiocfi;  league  of 
Australasia,   q.,    11329,   11707 ;  America  to 
Grciil  Britain,  q.,  6-27  I 
Digitized  by  ^OOQIC 
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Blown,  Hon.  T. —continued, 
lAad  Monopoly,  Budget ^  2911 
Manufactuies  Encouragement  BUI,  f.,  6339 
Meteorological  Department,  tuffly,  ^79 
Papua  : 
Native  Labour,  suffiy,  9507 
Admiaistration,  tuffly,  6289,  9506^;  g„ 
1 1334 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
AdminUtiation,  suffly^  9966,  11279 
Contract  Offices,  tuffly,  10167 
ExtensiOD  Works,  11054 
Hart,  Mr.  Bruce,  2793 
Inland  Mails,  su^fly,  11391 
Mail  CoDtracts,  suffly,  10168 
Post  Offices,  Hours  of  Business,  Ways  and 

Meant.  5705 
Prohibited   Correspondence,   New  Zealand, 

5782,  6oas.  642a 
Royal  Commission  re  Administration,  m., 
10448 

Sunday  Duty,  q.,  11708 
Telegraph  Messengers,  q.,  883 
Telegraphic  Construction,  q.,  6025 
Telegraphic  Delays,        6024,  7117 
Telegraphists,    Promotton    of,    q.,  5804; 

Hours  of,  q.,  6421 
Trundle  Mail  Serrice,  4411 

Public  Service  : 
Administration,  suffly,  9783-4;  q,,  10130 
Customs  Officers'  Sick  Leave,  q.,  11704 
Oxenham,  Mr.,  Promotion  of,  suffly,  10225- 

6,  10233-4,  10251 
Regrading,  q.,  10653 
Retiring  Age,  suffly,  10224 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q..  5520,  6356,  6674,  7300; 
suffly,  9983,  11376 

State  Officers  and  Federal  Work,  suffly,  9731 

Stripper  Harvesters,  y.,  7028,  7297 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  5799 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  »M.  (schedule),  6289 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (High  Court),  9731 

Defence  {Central  Administration),  10x20-3; 
(Miscellaneous),  11390 

External  Affairs  (Papua),  9506;  (Miscel- 
laneous), 9624,  9725,  11358 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner), 
9783 ;  (Census  and  Statistics),  9875 ; 
Meteorological  Branch,  9879;  (Miscellane- 
ous), 98S8,  11365 

Trade  and  Customs  (Central  Staff),  9983; 
(Miscellaneous),  1 1376 

Treasury  (Administration),  qQ66 ;  (Govern- 
meat    Printer),     9970;  (Miscellaneous), 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10167, 
10223,  >0233«  10251:  (Inland  Mails),  11391 
Surplus  Revenue,  Monthly  Balances,  11738 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2it.,  11764 
Tariff  Commission,  Budget,  2835 

Tariff,  m.,  2835,  290^  : 

Confectionery  Duties,  y.,  5239 
Consideration  of,  m.,  4350 
Petition,  m.,  3409 

Seizure    of    Uncustomed    Goods    by  New 
South   Wales   Government,   Budget,  2908 
Sheep  Shearing  Machine  Gear,  q.,  5329 
Stnte  Imports,  Taxation  of,  Budget.  2909 
Wire  Netting  Industry,  Budget,  2837;  y., 
34" 


Brown,  Hon.  T. — eetUiuued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6561 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and   Implementg,   cons,  req., 

to666,  10667 
Ale,  Porter  and  other  Beer,  4024,  4123 
Apparel  and  Attire,  5613 
Bacteriological  Producti  and  Serum,  6903 
Bags.    Sacks,    Packs,    Ac,    5644.  5645, 

retom.,  5736 
Bananas,  5339 
Blue,  4787 
Buggy  Shafts,  7128 
Collee,  5263 
Confectionery,  5159 
Eggs  in  Shell,  5265 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  cons,  req., 

10747 
Engmes,  6719-20 
Fish,  5268 
Fodder,  5348 
Furniture,  7006 
Glycerine  and  LanoHne,  6998 
Grain  and  Pulse,  5358 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5358,  5439 
Live  Stock,  4768,  4769,  4772 
Machinery,  &c.,  6736 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  eons,  rtq.,  10706 
Marine  Engines,  6^66 
Mining  Engines,  ^95 

Motive  Power  Machinery   and  Appliances, 

6655,  6670 
Oils,  eons,  rtq-t  10826,  10S86 
Opium,  6994 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  11076 
Perfumery,  6997 
Pianos,  7346 

Piece  Goods,  eons,  req:,  10630 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  11204 

Rock  Drills,  cons,  re^.,  10714 

Sheep  Shearing  Machmes,  6579,  6^87 

Socks  and  Stockings,  cons,  req.,  10649 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  coitt.  ref.,  11576 

State    Imports,  7438 

Stripper  Harvesters,  7441 

Strippers,  7449 

Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5157 

Sugar,  4764 
.  Tanks,  6632 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6687,  6720 

Timber,  undressed,  7054,  7091,  7105,  7107 

Type,  Printers',  6757,  6764 

Vehicles,  7288,  7291,  7292 

Wire  netting,  4429.  4572,  4579;  ad.  ref., 
7453;  cons,  req.,  10766 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tari.T  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4317 
Transferred   Officers,   Rights  of,   ways  and 

means,  4863 
Wealth,  Distribution  of.  Budget,  2913 

Oamaron.  Senator  I<t.-Col.  Hon.  C.  St. 

O.,  Teumanm: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  10 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relatiina 

of,  address,  12 
Customs  Tariff  Bill- 
Schedule  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Viticul- 
tural Machinery  and  I{nplemeDts,  8594 
Oils,  8428     Digitized  by  CiOOgle 
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Cameron,  Senator  Lt.-Co].  Hon.  C.  St.  C—   C«ri,  Mr.  E.  S.— continued. 


eoniinutdt 
Detence : 

Imperial,  address,  lo 

Military  Forces,  address,  ii 
Federal  Capital,  address,  la 
Federal  Salaries,  State  Taxation  of,  address, 

12 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  to 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Biil,  as.,  1173 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  ta 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  10 
Northern  Territory;  address,  10 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  211.,  aoQi 
Printing  Committee,  ad.  ref.,  7846 
Tariff  ReTition,  address,  10 

Cmrr,  Mr.  S.  B.,  Afaequarie  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  108 
Australia,  Defence  of,  suffty,  3609 
Australian   Industries  Preservation  Bill,  M., 
9033;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  9306,  (persons 
to  answer  questions  and  produce  documents)i 

9232 

Bounties  Bill,  at.,  90a;  com.  (appropriation), 
1000 

Budget,  2740,  2807 

Customs  Tariff  Bill.  cons.  req.  (Manufactures 
of  Metal,  n.e.i.),  10695;  (Oils),  10818,  10827, 
10882,  10885,  1098a,  10997,  I1113;  (Stone 
and  Marble),  iiooo;  (Printing  Inks),  11093. 
{See  Tariff  Resoluti<His  (Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Cadets,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11792 
Rifie  Ranges,  sufply,  3449 
Volunteer  Rifle  Corps,  suffly,  5790 

Eastern  Extension  Cable  Coy.,  q..  10788,  10967, 
1 1921 

Federal  Capital,  address,  108;  supply,  8861 
Immigration,  q.,  4518;  suffly,  8968 
Land  Taxation,  Budget,  2807 
Midi  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6496 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  sr.,  6277 ; 
q.,  11789 

New   Protection,  Budget,  2741,   2807 ;  adj., 

2S42;  q.,  2890,  3173 
Northern  Territory,  suPfly,  3450 
Old-aEje  Pensions,  m.,  0344 
Papua : 

Administration   of,   address,    108 ;  suffly, 
9396-9404 

Drummond,  Mr.,  Case  of,  q.,  ri524,  12199 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1919 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (disobeying 

summons),  11783 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Royal    CommisstoD    re    administration,  m., 

'  10446 ;  Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o,,  11633 

Temporary  Employes,  q.,  6814 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4942 
Protective  Duties,  exfl.,  9347 
Quarantine  Bill,  cons,  amdts.,  S947 
Supply  ; 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  .lii^o.  34.^0 
3609;  (Post  and  Telegraphs),  3527 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  5799 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m..  8861 
Supply  : 

Parliament  (Queen's  Hall),  8964 
External     Affairs     (Administrative),  8968, 
9396 


Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11755 
Tariff,  w.,  2740,  2807,  ad.  ref.,  7455 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultuxal 
Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6555 

Apparel  and  Attire,,  5621,  S^^t  5627 

Bags,  Sacks,  &c.,  reecm.,  5736,  5737 

Candles,  4942 

Carpets,  5738 

Confectionery,  5249 

Corn  Flour,  5355 

Glue,  6951,  6954 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5954*  5958 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5432 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6044 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  605a 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  cons,  reg., 
1069s 

Manures,  7364,  7374 
Naphthaline,  6977 

Oils,  6864,  6866,  6868;  ad.  rep.,  7455;  cons, 
req.,  10818,  10827,  10882.5,  10982,  10997, 

nii3 
P"I,  5335 

Piece  Goods,  5822,  5828,  5841,  5842,  5853 
Printing  and  Stencilling  Inlu,  7263;  eons. 

req..  11093 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  6956 
Sheepwashes,  6984,  6992 
Socks  and  Stockings,  5936 
Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5146 
Stone  and  Marble,  6957;  eons,  req.,  iiooo 
Sugar,  4703 

Type,  Printers',  6759,  6765 

Wire-netting,  4437,  4S7i 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutinns  (Kxcise) : 

Glucose,  4641,  4644 

Starch,  5550 
Telephones  : 

Bnthurst  Kxchange,  f.,  1089 

Sydney  to  Orange,  supply.  3527 

Catta,  Mr.  J.  H.,  CooL: 

Atidress-in-Rcply,  m.,  ad;.,  243,  317 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  741 

American  Fleet,  q.,  11419 

Barristers,  Alleged  Combine,  q.,  6729,  looSi 

Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  989;  cum.  (schedule],  (cot- 
ton), 1071;  ex-pl.,  1082;  (fish),  1300 

Budget,  3293;  expl.,  3297 

Co:\\  Mines,  Nationalisation  of,  q.,  ^gio 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2R.,  3875 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  ecus.  req.  (oils),  10820 
[See  Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 

Defence  : 

Arsenal  and  Small  Arms  Factory,  adj.,  743 
Atistralian  Navy,  address,  324 

Cadets,  g.,  5329 
Cadet  Bands,  g.,  5239 
Naviil  Agreement,  address,  320 
Nnval  Ship-building  Yards,  q.,  10483 
Rifle  Kan?es,  Miniature,  q.,  5329 
Thursday  Island  Fort,  Gun  Explosion,  q., 
12040 

Division  List,  Error  tn,  adf.,  827 
Federal  Capital,  address,  325;  g.,  8814,  10179 
Franco-British  Exhibition,  q.,  9842 
Government  Printing  Office,  Sydney,  q.,  613a, 

6594.  6813  C^nir\n]c:> 

Digitized  by  ^ OOy  Ic 
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Ittdex  to  Speiiehek 


Calls,  Mr.  J.  H.—efintimtied, 

immigrants,  «d;.y  1231,  9430 

ImmigratioD  I^eague,  New  Soath  Wales,  f.^ 
S81,  938;  adf.,  939 

invftlid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (de- 
puty CommistioiMi},  11963;  (qualifications). 
i;qd6;  (disqnalificatioiu),  11969,  11971 ;  (con- 
ditioDs),  11975,  "97^  j  (reference  to  magis- 
trate), 1 1979;  (Slate  pensioners),  11982 

Judiciary    Bill,  adj.,  3970 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  625;    adj.,  837 

Labour  Party,  Platform  and  Pledge,  address, 
333 

Land  Monopoly,  address,  324 
]..and  Tax,  address,  319 

Manufactures  Encooragenent  Bill,  a*.,  6235 

National  Bank,  lioiQ 

New  Protection,  j.,  10112,  10963,  11420 

New   Protection  (Tariff),  4030 

Northern  Territory,    address,  325 ;    m.,    470  j 

f.,  laSo,  4519;  adj.,  3362 
Old-age  Pensions,  addrtti,  325 
P^raa  : 

Land  Scandals,  9956 
I^ersonal  Explanation',  adj..  3970,  4361 ;  obt^ 

4556 

I'ost  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Additional  kaads,  Sydney,  suffly,  10430 
Hoy  Labour,  suffiy,  10411-2 
Cabinet  Committee,  smffly,  10439 
C*ontroI  by  Commissioners,  ittffty,  10433 
Increments,  7464 

r.etter  Carriers,  supply,  10165-6,  10429^  f., 
11526 

Public  Telephone  Duieaux,  f.,  11708 

Koyal   Commission   re   administration,  M>> 

10427;  m.s.o.,  11615;  12042 
Temporary  Employes,  suffly,    11430-1 ;  f., 

rtiSi 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4888 

Printing  Machinery,  supply,  {^115 

Public  Sezrice  : 
Appeal  Boards,  suffly,  10432-3 
Dyer,    Mr.    E.    J.,  case  of,  suffly,  4860, 
10163 

Retiring  AHowanceE,  tuffly,  4860,  10164J 

Public'^^orks  Expenditure,  m.,  7505 
Questions  witbont  notice,  q.,  11 707 
RespoBsiMe  Government,  address,  322 
Sittings  of  Hoase,  m.,  6514 
Socialism,  address,  318,  321 
Sydney  Post  Office  : 

Overtime,  q.,  6814,  6968 

Telegraphists,  g.,  10080 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10163 

Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3595 
Tariff:  m.,  3293;  exfl.,  3297.  4361 

Consideration  of,  m.,  4348 

Entries,  passing  of,  y.,  4<S23 

New  Protection,  q..  8816 

Kefcrendnm,  obs.,  4018;  q.,  11326 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4014 

Articles  for  Official    Use   of    Slates  Go- 
vernors, 7404 

Cindlet.  4888 

f'ardboard.  7236 

Clay  Smoking  Pipes,  7396 

<?onee,  $260 

Confectionery,  %zt,r\ 


Catts,  Mr.  ].  H.—eaidinmed, 

Electrical  Machinery,  6801*  6803 
Fish,  5274 
Furniture,  7013 
Glue,  6055 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5976 

Hav  and -Chaff,  5442 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7268 

Millboard,  7235,  7236 

Oils,  c9ns.  ref.,  imm 

Opium,  6995 

Pari^ne  Wax,  5139 

Pianos,  7343 

Rails,  &c.,  6822 

Rice  (uncleaoed),  5525 

Stay  Paper  and  Cloth,  7268 

Strawboard,  7234 

Sugar,  4696 

Wire  Netting,  4532,  4556 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  1 

Glucose,  464% 
Trade  Union  L^»islatioa,  f.,  11704 
TraMferred   Ofiwers,   rights   ox,   tgayt  and 

maemt,  4860 
Year-Book,  11^20 

Chanter,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Rirerina  : 

Adjournment,  Dinner,  q.,  3854 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  10179 
Australasian  Press  Association,  q.,  7117 
Bounties    Bill,    as.,    911;    earn,  (tdiedule), 

(olives)  iiio,  (coffee)  1199,  f.0.  1313 
Braddon  Section,  Budget^  3177 
Budget,  3175 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  3804 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relatioas 
of,  Budget,  31R9 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Rice  Root) 
10U4,  (Hay  and  Chi^,  10521,  10537,  loux, 
(Mustard)  10556,  (Hats  and  Caps)  loSoo- 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 

Defence : 
Government  Policy,  q.,  8813 
Naval  Agreement,  Budgit,  3191 
Royal    Australian    Artillery,  Commarfding 
Officers,  q.,  2691 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
3K.,  6375;  com.  (pending  petitions),  6380, 
6382,  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  6386 
(Crown  to  pay  costs  in  certain  cases),  63S8 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Admis^ility  of 
Amendment  (Tariff  Resolutions),  iw.,  7093 

Dissent  from  Ruling  ;  Reading  of  Newspaper 
Extracts  (Estimates),  in.,  to3ii 

Electoral  (Disputed  Retains)  Bill,  int.,  1612; 
a".,  2574 

Elections,  Vended,  q.,  10180,  11421 

Federal  Capital,  Budget,  3190 

Fiscal  Issue,  Budget.  3175 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  q.,  10079, 
1013a.  10134;  adj.,  10139;  suffly ^  io2Q4-2t, 
11330;  q.,  11636.7,  11704;  ex^.,  11913-4. 
12190;  m.,  12044 

Goverameat,  Poritkm  of,  exft.,  10471 

Iron  Industry,  Budget,  3184 

Lascars  :  CommoBwealth  L^slatloo,  q.,  1075 

Mall  Charges,  Railway,  q.,  4200 

Mail  Steamers,  Passenger  Rates,  f.,  1975 

Military  Board,        1977    ^  j 

New  Protection,  «Mee*lbJ*toOOgle 


Jidy  3,  J907t  to  June  2908. 


Chaoter,  Hm.  J.  ii.—eeniinned. 
Post  ind  Telegraph  Department : 
Chiaete  Helmets,  q.,  6675 
Contract  Offices,  tuf^y,  10171 
Country  Services,  suffly,  10171 
Deniliquio  Post  Office,  Overtime,  q.,  2795, 
^3733 

Giinbower  Telephone  Service,  suffly.  10172 
Hay  to  Darlington  Point  Service  :  Tenders, 

*'*ff*yt  I0I7S-G 
Junee  and  Narandera  Offices,  g.,  ;692,6405, 

6406 

Penny  Postage,  suffly,  10173 
Postage  :  Surcharges,  lupfly^  10174 
Postal   and   Telegraphic   I'entres,  suffly, 
10173 

Postal  Prohibitions,  g.,  12043 

Postmistress,  Daysdale,  q.,  234!^ 

Royal   Commission   re   administration,  m., 
10459;  itiffly>  10471 ;  m.s.o.,  11634 

Sweating  :  suf^y,  toi68 

Sydney  Post  Office,  Svreating  in,  10310 

Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  supply^  10168-9 

Telegraphic  Delays,  q.,  7117 

Urana,   Lockhart,   Bcriigrm,   and  Jerilderie 
Post  Offices,  Revenue  from,  q.,  12153 
Public  Service  :    Administration    of,  iupply, 

9786,  10168 
Pi^itical  Influence,  supply,  10169-70 
Promotions,  tuffly^  10169-70 
Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  3969,  4519,  5328.  5417, 

6406,  6674 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3941 
Sitting!  of  House,  q.,  1)76 
Stale  Officers  and  Federal  Work,  supply,  9733 
Sugar  Industry,  Budget,  3182,  3187 
Supply  : 

Altomey-Ueneral  (High  Court),  9733 
Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner), 
9786 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10168, 
10175,  10204 

Tariff  Commission,  Recommendations  of  Pro- 
tectionist Section  of,  Budget,  3x83 

Tariff :  ■».,  317? 
New  South  Wales,  Indostrial  Prosperity, 

9-:  6677 
Petittoo,  M.,  3418 
Recommittals,  adj.,  7414 
Seixure  of  Uncustomed  goods  by  New  South 

Wales  Government,  adj.,  2344 
Wire  Netting,  q..  2997,  3174,  484a 
Tariff  Resolotions  (Customs) : 
Explosives,  7391 

Hats  and  Caps,  cons,  req.,  10600 

Hay  and  Chaff,   5425,   5441,   5443 ;  cons. 

rej.,  10521,  10537,  1054a 
Uachinery,  &c.,  6744 
Mannres.  7361,  7367,  7369 
Mustard,  effns.  req.,  105^6 
Oils,  6869,  6873  ip.o.,  6875) 
Rice  Root,  ^ons.  req.,  10504 
Roofing  Tiles,  6909 
Saws,  a.e-i.,  6750 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6580 
Strawboard,  7330 

Surgical,   Dental,   and   Veterinary  Appli- 
ances, 7407 
Timber,  undressed,  70S2,  7094 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4381 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6697 
Wire  Netting,  4420,  4572  {p.e.,  457S)i  45/8 
iSee  Customs  Tariff  bill) 


Chanter,  Hon.  J.  U.—ceniitmed. 
Transferred  Properties,  Bmdget,  3186 

3579*'  ProticHon,  Budget, 

White  Australia  Policy,  Budget,  3187 

Chapman,  Hon.  Auatln,  iBdeH-Momrs: 
American  Canned  Meats  q.,  995a 
Australia,  Advertising  of,  supply,  m^, 
"^38  l'«'«rvaliorBiII, 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  iijgo 
lludget  and  Tariff  I'roposais,  adj.,  3686 
Butter  Grading,  q.,  ,4,3.  4645 
Celluloid,  q.,  10703 

^6?S""    ('"fade    Descriptions)    Bill,  i„/., 

Commonwealth  Saviugs  Banks,  q.,  407 
t'ustoms  Department  : 

Audit  Staff,  supply,  9991 

Border  Stations,  su^y.  9984-3 

Hreweries,  Registration  of,  q..  0480 

I  usloDi!,  Huuds,  q.,  3348 

^'^^^^'^^^        4085.  881S,  8816,  9580. 
10180,  10310,  10703 

txport  Entries,  q.,  10756 

Fraud,  q.,  6354 

Landing  Officers'  Leave,  u„  aaie 
Law  Costs,  supply,  999a 
Leave,  Recreation,  q.,   ,oo»i,  ,0310 
Officers,  Sick  Leave,  q.,  11704 
Officers.  Svdney.  q.,  4,79, 
Oversea  bhips"  Stores,  supply,  qaa^ 
Overtime,  Melbourne,  q.,  3$^, 
Seizure  of  Gvjods.  q.,  60^4.  bijl 
Undermanning,  q.,  11257-8,  1,6^4 

Customs   Tariff   Bill,  req.    (Hats  and 

Caps),  10590,  10618;  (Parasols,  ftc.),  io6iq, 
lodao;  ^lece  Goods),  10623,  10624,  10627 
10628,  10629,  10630;  (Waddings,  Ac.),  10630, 
10631.  .0635.  x^',  (Sock,  and  Stiekings) 
10642,  10643.  KSee  Tariff  Resolutions,  Cus- 
toms) ' 

Departmental  Estimates,  Reduction  of,  ex^ 

Divisions  {p.Q.,  6965) 

Domestics,   Importation  of,  adj.,  2686 

Engine  Driver,  Salary  of,  supply,  9990 

Excise  Tariff  Act,  q.,  3236.  2347 

Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

?  ,  3268,  4748.  4927.  S5«>.  569'.  6229.  6354, 

6811,  7026,  7«>3.  7115.  7'7i.  7296.  8817; 
555**;  M'<iJ'X  and  means.  5707 
Excise  Tariff    (Spirits)    Act,    q.,  4647,  464S, 

4748.   4749.   5238,    53^8,    5691,   7027,  7297, 

72<j8;  tvays  and  means,  5707 
Federal  Capital,  adj.,  308;  q.,  10965.  11181 
Fruit  and  Fruit  Buckets,  q.,  11329 
Geraldton  Trade,  supply,  9997 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  6227,   6228,  6355, 

74>5>  7461*  7462,  9767,  9845,  10610,  10700, 

">75i«  10787,  10^70,  11051-2 
Guns,  Importation  of,  q.,  11016,  11054 
If.irvcsters,  Price  of,  q.,  9^81,  0584-^,  9767 
Horses,  Importation  from  Western  Australin, 

q.,  11916 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  supply,  9988 
Iron,  Exportation  of,  q.,  6407 
Jnitt    Manufacturers,   Comtune   of, ,  q..  9956, 
«05A  10970  Digitized  byCiOOgle 
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Chapman,  Hon.  Austin — continued. 
Kanakas,  Repatriated,  suftly.  11379 
London  Offices  of  Commraiwealtb,  suffly,  30DO 
Letter  Carriers.  Boys,  tf.,  504 
Mail  Steamers :   Cold  Storage  on,  adj.^  445, 
601;  q.,  408,  588,  590;  Telephone  laquiriea 
re,  S:  774 
Mails  : 

Casino-Graf  ton  Service,  tf.,  407 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  g..  80,  agj 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,        193,  352,  404. 

503,  88t,  98S,  1087 
Manure  Combine,  g,,  11056 
Mauger,  Mr.,  158 
Millers'  Association,  f-,  11795 
Morphia,  Price  of,  10750 
New  Hebrides,  g.,  arai 

New  Protection,         1281,  4647,  4648,  4748, 
4749,  7116;  mpfiy  If.o.  33*0);  '^"y 
means,  5707 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.>  7495 

Old-age  PcQsioDS,  f,,  880 

Opium,  sale  of,  g.,  2234,  3970i  Smuggling  of, 
S;  9100,  10135,  11525 

Pacific  Islands,  Trade  with,  g.,  1378 

Papua  : 

Telegraphic  Communication  with,  g,  405 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  cbi.,  109S8 
PntcDt  and  Proprietarv  Medicines,  f.,  1087* 

1749,  4519,  462a,  4S49,  4842,  49a&,  5139, 

5497,  6023,  8815 
Patents  Act,  British,  g.,  Q2qS,  11157 
Personal  Explanation,  2656 
Pianos,   Disclosure   of   Official  Information, 

74>S.  746ai  e^t^-,  7536 
Postal  Administration  (Sydney),  g.,  988 

Postal  Rates  Bill,        297,  882,  10524;  int., 

774 

Produce,  Grading  of,  g.,  4958 
Public   Service  : 

District  Allowances  in  We«tefn  Australia, 
adj.,  2686 

Promotions,  supply,  9985 

Temporary  Assistance,  supply,  11379,  "380 
Quarantine  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  8939,  S941, 
„  8955,  8959 

Quarantine,  supply,  9984 

Rabbit  Destruction,  g..  5328,  5417,  6407,  6674, 
looSi 

Rat  Destruction,  g..  6675 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods,  g.,  10309 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3966 
Shipping,  Differential  Treatment  of,  11916, 
1 1923 

Shipping  Intelligence,  g.,  928 
Stamp  Printing  Machinery,  298 
Stripper  Harvesters,  q.,  7028,  7297,  7418,  9767 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty,  g.,  3300 

Casual  Labourers,  g.,  10878 

Rebates,  g.,  5240,  ^417 

Wages,  g.t  11325 
Supply  : 

Trade  and  Customs  (Central  Staff),  9983 ; 
(Quarantine),  0984 ;  (Victoria),  9985 ; 
(Immigration),  9()S8,  9990 ;  (South  Aus- 
tralia), 9991,  <j')92,  9993,  9<)q4,  9*^6 ; 
(Western  Australia),  QQ97 ;  (Temporary 
As<i -stance),  1 1  )7q  ;  (Tariff  Decisions), 
ii^So 

Works  and  lluildiiiKs  (Home  Atfairs),  p.o„ 
3320:  (Post  and  Telegraph),  3458,  3510, 
3546,  3551 ;  (Kxlemal  Alfairs),  3666 


Chapman,  Hon.  Austin —^tfii/iiMff'. 

Tariff: 

Absorbent  Cottoa,  g,,  10752 
Administration  of,  wfply,  9983 
Agricultural   Implement   Makers  in  South 

Australia,   Payment  of  Excise,  g,,  268S, 

3790,  2791 
Art  Paper,  Imitation,  j.,  10878,  iioig 
Bonded  Goods,  g.,  5131 
British  Goods,  Taxation  of,       1868,  2336 
Butter  Boxes,  Rebate  of  Duty  on,  g.,  2564, 

*S^»  6591.  6676,  ^25.  7026 
Cancellation  of  Carrier?  Licences,  g.,  3687 
Cases,  Duty  on,  g.,  2233,  2347 
Chairs,  Duty  on,  g.,  2564,  2688 
Commission's    Reports,     g..     2655,  2791, 

2890,  2891,  3172,  6419 
Committees   Decisions,    Circulation    of,  g-, 

6812 

Comlcnsed   Milk,  Increase    of    Price,  g., 
3564 

Curios,  Duties  on,  5329 

Customs  Duties,  Duplication  of,  6674 

Dates,  Importation  of,  g-,  11390 

Decisions,  supply,  "380 

Duties,  Refund  of,  g.,  7300 

Employment,  Effect  on,  g..  10609 

Kntries,  Passing  of,  g.,  462a 

Excess  Duty,  Refund  of,  g.,  2889,  2997 

Exemptions,  g.,  1976 

Foreign-made  goods,  g.,  11056 

Goods.  Consumption  and  Manufacture  of, 

g.,   1753;    iacreased  prices    by  Sydney 

tirms,  g.,  2793 
Goods  in  Transit,  Duties  on,  g.,  1747,  1748 
Hat  Bands,  Leather,  g.,  4748;  ad;..  47941 

supply,  4844 
Hat  Making  Machinery,  j.,  6739,  6813 
Imports,  Clearances  of,  g.,  1868  j  Classifi- 
cation of,  supply,  9996 
Increased  Prices,  g.,  2564,  2792 
Industries,  Stimulus  to,  g.,  9090 
Information  as  to,  g.,  1974 
Items,  Explanation  of,  g.,  3734i  397* 
Kerosene,  Duty  on,  g.,    2563,  2688,  7398, 
7299,  9685;  Flash  Point  of,  g.,  11180 

King's  Warehouses,  g,,  2689,  2690 
Labour  Conditions,  g.,  taSi 
Lining  Boards,  g,  4200 
Machmery  Rebates,  g.,  6813 
Magasinc^,  Duty  nn,  g.,  1865,  2312,  2565 
Opium,  Smugglmg  of,  g.,  3565,  3566 
Paints,  Duties  on,  g.,  223a 
Petition,  m.,  341a 

Pianos,  Importation  of,  g.,  7113,  7170,  7251 
Printing  Paper,  Duty  on,  g.,  2791.2,  11055, 

1IOQ5-6:  erpl.,  ill 78 
Re-exports,  Drawback  on,  g.,  11329 
Removal  from  Bond ,  g.,   1 865 
Shearing  Machine  Gear,  Duty  on,  g.,  5320 
South  African  Preference,  g.^  11919*  11920 
Tartaric  Acid,  g.,  11098 
Tea,  Duty  on,  g.,  1517 

Temporary  Assistants,  supply,  I1379,  11380 
Timber  Duties,  Rebate  on  Exported  Fruit 

and  Butter  Cases,  g.,  6421 
Tobacco,  Duties  on,  g.,  186S 
Treacle,  Seizure  of,  g.,  6675 
Tweed,    Increased   Price    in    New  SoutL 

Wales,  g.,  279a 
Wheat,  Re-Importation  of,  g.,  5600 
Wheels  and  ^xle..^  Dut^  g^^^f^  26S- 
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Chepman,  Hon.  Austin — eonlinued. 
TAxift—eontiMued. 
Wholesale  Business  Firms,  Increase  of  Pricet 

by,  g.,  1868 
Wire-netting,  q.,  4843,  5238 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Ale,  Porter  and  other  Beer,  f.e.,  4iai-2 
Blue,  47S6 

Hals  and  Caps,  cons,  req.,  10590,  lODiB 
Lasu  and  trees,  7127 
Maoufactures  of  paper,  7190 
Oils,  com.  req..  10988 

Socks  and  Stockings,  eons.  req..  10642,  10643 
Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10619,  10620 
Piece  Goods,  cons.  req..  10623,  10624,  10627, 

10628,  10629,  >o630 
SLirits,  4135 
'limber,  undressed,  7090 
Tobacco,  Manufactured,  n.«.f.,  4238,  4287 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,   rtq.,    10630,  10631, 

10635,  10640 
Wine,  n.e.i.y  A^oi 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Telegraph  Messengers,  j.,  883 

Telephones  : 

t'harges.  Reduction  of,        ?')8.  880 
lx>ng  Distance  Rates,  q..  501,  590,  976 
Rates,  Anomalies  in,  q.,  978,  979;  adj.,  981; 

tuf^y>  3458.  35>o 

Sydney  to  Melbourne,  suffly,  3546,  3553 
Underg rounding  of  Wires,  y.,  159,  978 
Young  Exchange,        80,  81 
Trawler,  q..  5691 


Chatawvy,  Sanator  T.  D..  Qiwnaland  ; 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  1907-8,  sche- 
dule,  11619 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
inga)  Bill,  2R.,  11690 

Address-in-Reply,  «.,  261 

Agriculture,  Dept.  of,  q.,  8363 

American  Fleet,  11470 

Appropriation  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (Home 
Affairs),  10308,  3E.,  10394 

Appropriation  (Works  nod  Buildings)  Bill, 
torn..  Schedule  (Defence),  4041 ;  (Treasury), 
4054;  (External  Affairs),  40761  4083 

Australia,  Map  of,  suffly,  10308 ;  advertis- 
iny  of,  q.,  11303,  11472;  suffly,  12144 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(persons  to  answer  questions  and  prodiice 
documenU),  5037,  5085,  5106;  ad.  rep.,  5183 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  cam.  (protection  of 
banker  paying  fraudulently  altered  cheque), 
758,  2060,  2061,  2067,  2194,  2204;  (applica- 
tion of  State  laws),  1585,  1706;  (present- 
ment of  cheque  for  payment),  2060 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  7653 

Bounties  Bill,  2H.,  2635 ;  com.  (appropria- 
tion), 2768;  (bounties),  2769,  2770;  (notice), 
2779,  '781;  (regulations),  27S6,  2851,  3862, 
2S64;  (schedule),  (cotton),  3067,  30^;  (New 
Zealand  flax),  3071;  (jute),  3158,  3257;  (mo- 
hair), 3371;  (copra),  3394j  (rice  uncleaned), 
3464,  3488;  (rubber),  3489,  3576;  (coffee), 
35".  37091  3722,  3723;  (tobacco  leaf),  3729, 
4255,  4260;  (fish  preserved),  4264:  (dates), 
4385;  ad.  ref.,  4585;  recam.,  4837;  (coffee), 
4896;   (tobacco  leaf),  4S99 

Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  7564 

Census  and  Statistics,  suffly,  6350 

Chinese,  6061 


Chataway,  Senator  T.  J).—eoHiin$ied. 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3701 
Commercial  Agents,  q.,  8554;  tuffty,  8919 
Commonwealth  Expenditure,  address,  263 
Commoowealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  956 
Commoowealth  Year-book,  ad;.,  9190 
Customs  Adminutration,  tuffly,  1858 
CostfHns  Conference,  Pretoria,  q.,  10921 
Customs     Department,     North  Queensland, 

'tftiy^  138 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  2B.,  7607 
Schedule  : 
Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  8625 
Agricultural,   Horticultural,   and-  Viticul- 
tural  Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i., 
8574 

Ammonia  {f'O.,  9251) 

Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169,  9170 

Antimony,  9171 

Apparel  and  Attire,  8209 

Arrowroot,  7950 

Artificial    Plants,   Flowers,   and  Fruits, 

8349.  8352 
Bags  and  Socks,  8218 

Bananas,  7840,  7850 

Blankets  for  Printing  Machines,  9946 

Blue,  7685,  7696  ■ 

Bottle  Stoppers,  n.e.i.,  8501 

Carbide  or  Calcium,  9256,  9363,  9267 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  9253 

Chaff  Cutters  and  Horse  Gears,  8580 

Coffee  and  Chicory,  7767 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  8284 

Cotton  Seed,  8095 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9057,  9060; 

cons,  req.,  10950 
Electrical  Machinery  and  Parts  thereof, 

8802 

Fancy  Goods,  9651,  965a 
Fish,  7784 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7822 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  8488 
Grain   and   pulse,   prepared   or  manufac- 
tured. 7917,  7919 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8298 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7938;  cons,  req-,  10S66 
Insecticides,  9291,  9293-3;  cons,  req.,  11240 
Lantern    Slides,    &c.,    9931,    9933  {f.o., 
9935) 

Machinery,  Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  8709,  8710 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8725,  8740, 

8745,  8762 
Matches  and  Vestas,  7981,  8003 
Metals  and   Machinery   (Division  VI.a), 

9188 

Motive  Machinery  and  Appliances  (except 

electric),  8627,  {f.c.,  8650),  8652 
Milk,  8019 

Nuts,  8034,  8035,  8036,  8037 

Oils,  838S,  8444;  eons,  req.,  11224 

Plates  and  Sheets  of  any  metal  (except 

tin),  9170 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8523 
Rnils,  &c.,  9063;  cons,  req.,  10951 
Rice,  8081,  80% ;  cons,  req.,  10873 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7661 
Scientific  Apparatus,  8495 
Tanks,  8617 

Tents,  Tarpaulins,  Sails,  and  Flags,  8347 
Timber,    9422,    [f.o.,    9423),    9448,  9453, 
94^3,   9465;    cons,    re^.,    11242,  11600, 
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Chataway,  Senator  T.  T>.-~contiiui€4. 
Customi  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— £««/iKif<tf. 
Tobacco,  Maaufactuied,  7639,  7644 
Tiimmiogs  and  Ornamenti,  D.e.i.|  for  At- 
tire, 8349 
Type,  Printers',  8769 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Woolf  8330 
Watch  and  Clock  Hair  aod  Main  Seringa, 

&c.,  9657 
Watches  and  Clocks,  n.e.i.,  1)656 
Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9575 
Defence : 

Military  and  Naval  Appointments,  4471 
Rifle  Clubs,  Grants  to,  suffiy,  4041 
Rifle  Ranges,  si f fly,  11690 
Thursday  Island  Foit,  Explosion  at,  tuffly, 
ii6ao,  I 1678,  12146 
Disputed  Kleclions   and   Qualifications  Bill, 
com.  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  5653; 
5^58.  5981 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest (Customs  TarilT  Bill),  m.,  9351 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  3K., 
1 2 149 

Electoral    Rolls,    Publication   of,    q.,  9633; 

tuffly,  1 1 619 
Estimates,  7976 

Excise   Tariff   (Agrivultuial   Machinery)  Act, 

5760 

Fire  Insurance,  suffly,  13145 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  7565,  7566 
Harresters,  Excise  Tariff,  q-,  1937 
Immigrants,  q.,  4365,  4471 
Immigration  Leagues,  8331 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  16S9 
Immigration,        39 ;  address,  261,  264 
Invalid    and    Old-age    PensioDs    Bill,  as., 
I30I2;    com.   (disqualifications),  12030;  (in- 
valid pensions),  1203a 
Kalgoorlic  to  Port  Angusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2B.,  ir55 
Linotype  Operators,  3836 
London  Oflices  of  the  Commonvrealtb,  suffly, 

4076,  4083;  i;  4470 
Mails  : 

Northern  Territory,  g.,  830,  931,  1130 
Vana>uveT   Service,  address^  267;  suffly, 
i8jS 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5560,  5978;  m.. 

6aio  ' 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  4708,  4895 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  sr.,  100561  com. 

(appropriations),  10058,  too6o 
Papua  ; 

Administration,  suffly,  8920 

Steam  Service  to,  q.,  1926 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aa.,  3107 
Parliamentary  Gardens,  su'ffy,  12144 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (publishing 

parliamentary   papers),    12135;    (no  action 

for  libel),  12136,  12137 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  ccm.  (prevent- 
ing witnesses  giving  evidence),  766 
Personal  Explanation,  8867 
Petition  :  Kerosene,  Flash  Point  of,  m.,  io3Si 
Postal  : 

Administration,  suffly,  139,  1857,  8gi8, 
9001,  9006;  Cabinet  Committee  of  In- 
quiry, adj..  9527 

Postal  and  Telegraph  Associations,  q.,  7704 

Stamps,  Sale  of,  q.,  5082 

Telegraphic  Communication,  Queensland,  q., 
9041,  9136 


Chataway,  Senator  T.  D. — continued. 
Privilege  :   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 
m.,  10009;  t-t  <i2i6;         11983;  ad.  ref., 
11987 
Public  Service : 

Customs  Officers  Salaries,  q.,  11581 
District  Allowances,  q.,  y^yy,  8483;  suffly^ 
12147 

Inquiry  Boards,  q.^  8673,  8700 

Leave,  q..  7571 
Prmting  Committee,         1566,  4468,  8226 
Printing  Oflice,  suffly,  4054 
Quarantine  Bill,   aa.,   5195;   earn,   (ports  of 

entry).  5333  {f.o.,  5991} 
Questions,  f.o.,  8156 
Submarine  Bells,  suffly,  12146 
Sugar  Industry  : 

Bounty,  a.,  2178,  2614,  3364,  looao 

Cane  Fields,  Labour  in,  q.,  5367  j  Wagta  in, 
q.,  6190,  11472 

V^xcise  and  Bounty,  q.,  4796 

Surtax   in  Cape   Colony,   q.,  9138,  9517, 
10253;  ad;.,   10309;  suffly^  10394 

Wages  in  Queensland,  address,  a6l 
Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  IB.,  13S 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  2B.,  12141  ;  cam. 

(Schedule)  (Parliament  House  and  Gardens) 

I3I44,    12145,  (Defence— Tharsday  IslAid) 

12146 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  iR.,  1857 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IB.,  8919;  com.  (Postah 

9001,  9006 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3R.,  11884 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  suffly,  1858 
Telephone  Exchange,  Nanango,  q.,  11864 
TelefAone  Line,   Plane  Creek  Central  Mill 

Company's,  suffly,  12147 
Telephone  Service,  q.,  650,  1470,  ic66 
Tillett,  Mr.  Ben,  J.,  5081 
Tobacco  Combine,  q.,  3149 
Treasurer's  Advance,  suffly,  12141 
Tronical  Australia,  Diseases  in,  s»pfly,  6148 
Vanilla,  q..  1023  ' 
Weather  Reports,  Queensland,  f.,  347 

Olemoiu,  Sanfttor  Hob.  J.  S..  TWww; 
Additional    AppropriatioD    Bill    1907-8,  la.. 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  1007a,  iiaar 

Agricultural  Show,  adj..  296a 

Anti-Trust  and  Commerce  Laws,  q.,  11303 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aa., 
4^;  eons,  amdts.  (persons  to  answer  ques^ 
tions  and  produce  documents),  10071 

Australian  Timber,  q.,  1138a 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (signature  eueo- 
tial  to  liability),  747;  (notice  of  dlsboDOur), 
748;  {presentment  of  cheque  for  paymoit), 
749»  2055.  3056;  recom.,  2407,  2409,  2411; 
(protection  of  banker  paying  fraudulently 
altered  cheque),  753;  (protest  when  notary 
not  accessible),  763;  (applicatioo  of  State 
'<"••),  1587.  17061  >965.  <967,  197a;  recom., 
2407 

Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Case  of,  q.,  7-sj 
Bookkeeping  Period,  suffly,  184a,  6^00 

Uonnties  Bill,  com.  (minimum  wbrc),  37-1; 
(offences  against  Act),  2771,  2773;  (notice), 
3780,  2781.:  (regulations),  2846.  2853,  28^6, 
2860;  (schedule),  (cotton),  295S;  m.,  2962; 
(tobacco  leaf),  (f.o.,  4»63>-,4»67) :  .reeem.. 
4838:  (tobacco  ^af^^,^^(^OOgle 
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Clemens,  Sen&tOT  Hoa.  J.  S. — <OMtiHutd. 

British  Goods,  Certificates  of  Value,  m..  1961 

Budget  Papers,  adj.,  1714 

Biuineu,  Order  of,  »dj.,  171a 

Collins,  Captaio,  q.,  1814,  1928 

ComnKHiwcaltb  and  States,  Financial  Relatioas 
of,       7974-5i  "381 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com,  (taxatioD  by 
States  of  .Commonwealth  salaries),  1569, 
1574;   (salary  of   Governor-General),  1584; 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Schedule  : 
Adtes,  Me  Handles,  &c.,  9639 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Kiacbinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  8577 
Agricultuiat,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  8593 
Apparel  and  Attire  8x94,  8200 
Arms,  8559 
Arrowroot,  7949,  7951 
Biscuits,  7674,  7684 

Blankets  (f.o.,  8233),  8240,  8155,  8258 

Blankets  for  I'rinting  Machines,  9947 

Blue,  7686,  7688,  7695,  7697 

Boots,  Rubber,  &c.,  9665 

Bioom  Com  Millet,  7697 

Brushes,  9903 

Buckets  and  Tubs,  9649 

Butter  and  Cheese,  7698,  7700 

Carpets,  8263,  8273 

('offee  and  Chicory,  7771,  7775 

Coir  Mats  and  Matting,  8275,  8276 

Confectionery,  7720,  7736,  7747 

Cotton,  Asbestos,  &c.,  9939  ' 

Curtains  and  Bliods,  n.e.i.,  8288,  8289 

Cutlery,  n.e.i.,  8598 

Doors,  -9639,  9640 

Dried  Herbs,  7880 

Earth  and  Rock  Cutting  Machinery,  &c., 

878a,  8795.  8796 
Electrical   Machinery   and   Parts  thereof, 

8800,  8804,  8809,  8870,  8872,  8873,  8S84, 

8S85,  88S7 

Engines,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8665,  8666.  8667,  8670, 
8671,  8685.  8694.  8695 
.  Fancy  Goods,  9650,  9651 
Filters,  9899 
Fish,  7800 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7^^171  7828,  9949 
Fruits,  Citrus,  7829 

Fumigators,  Atomisers,  &c.,  9924;  cons,  reg., 
11316 

Furs  and  other  Skins,  8289,  8290,  8292 
Gloves,  8293,  8a94>  8205,  8296,  8297 
Goods  repaired  abroad,  9944 
Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared  or  manufac- 
tured, 7891,  7892 
Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  or  manufactured, 

7894,  7906.  79«o.  79'8.  79«9.  79«> 
Green  Ginger,  7832 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7935 
Honeys,  Jams,  and  Jellies,  7945 
Hops,  7948,  7949 
Infants'  Food,  8063 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8564 
Isinglass,  8064 
Leather,  eons,  req.,  11310 
Leather,  Rubber  ami  Composition  Belling, 

9675.  9676 

Liquorice,  7755,  7759,  7 7^1 

Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable  Engines, 

866a,  8664 


Clemons,  Senatot  Hon.  J.  S. — cvntimied. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ^ra/uMf^. 
Machinery,  Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.  (#.<».,  8710-1.  8713) 
Malt  Extract,  7956,  7957 
Manures,  9904 

Matches  and  Vestas,  7960,  7969,  7987,  8001, 
8009 

Meats,  Poultry,  and  Game,  8011,  8012,  8015 

Milk,  80a  I 

Mustard,  8030 

Mustard  Seed,  8030 

Nails,  8600,  8605,  8610 

Nuu,  8032,  8014,  803s,  8036,  8038 

Oars  and  Sculls,  9902 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  11234 

Oilmen's  Stores,  n.c.i.,  8040,  8041,  8047, 

8057.  8059 
Onioiu,  7885 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  11314 
Passengers'  Personal  Effects,  9941,  994a 
Peel,  preserved,  7833 
Photograph  Frames,  9641 
Pianos,  9895 

Piece  Goods,  8161,  8166,  8177.  8178,  8184, 

8187,  8189,  8191 
Rice,  8067,  8069,  8083,  8o86>  8087 
Rice  Root,  7698 

Rubber  and  other  Hose,  9665,  966S 
Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9670 
Timber,  9547,  {f.o.,  9549,  9550,  955a),  9555, 

9556 

Tool  Handles,  9635,  9638 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7660 
Salt,  8o8g,  Sags 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  8763 
Scientific  Instruments,  9947 
Screws,  8781,  8782 

Sewing  and  Embroidery  Silks  and  Twists, 

9923 
Sheep,  7656 

Slipper  Forms,  (1664,  9665 
Soap,  8096,  S097 
Sparklets,  8100 

Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames,  q66o 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  1^38-9;  corns,  req., 

„  "317 

Straw,  7(>44 

Surgical  Appliances,  9940,  9944 

Vegetables,  dried,  7875,  7878 

Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7872 

Wire,  n.e.i.,  cons,  req.,  11222 

Works  of  Art,  9938,  9939 

Yarns,  9919,  9921,  9923 
Dissent  from  Ruling :  Admissibilitv  of  Re- 
quest (Excise  Tariff  Bill),        tooao-a,  rooaj 
Divisions,  f.o.,  8165 

Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

stiffly,  6303 
Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  ad;.,  4618;  8364 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com: 
Schedule  : 
Glucose  [p.o.,  10014),  looao,  10027 
Tobacco,    manufactured,     n.e.i.,  10015, 
10019 
Glucose,  q.,  8285 
Grain,  Shipment  of,  q.,  1568 
Harvesters,  Manufacture  of,  q.,  1927 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  1471,  iSSq 
Judiciary  Bill,  as.,  859 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  August^  Railwav  Survey, 
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demons,  Senator  Hon.  J.  S. — continued. 

Kal^oorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  com.  (power  to  larvey  route),  i48it 
(appropriation),  1508;  3R.,  1689;  f.e.. 

Mails : 

European,  Special  Train,        745,  746 
Tasmanian,        745,  1815,  1939,  3845,  394I1 
11301,  H473;  suffly,  1953 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q,,  6394 

Murray,  Mrs.,  Case  of,  q.,  6407 

Navigation  Bill,  eulj.,  3787 

New  Protection,  adj.,  4618 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  com.  (appropria- 
tions), 10065 

Post  Offices  : 
Launceston,        7848,  8039,  9735,  10003 
Springfield,  j^.,  6407 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  1566;  f.o.^  7845;  ad. 
re(.,  8331 

Privilege ;  Select  Committee  on  Procednrej 

M.J  10005 
Public  Service ; 

Clasuficatioa  and  Promotion,  g.,  7753 
Pulsford,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence  to,  m.. 

Quarantine  Bill,  cem.  (State  aid  in  carrying 
out  Act),  5319;  {ports  of  entry),  5321,  5333, 
5481.  5482,  5483,  5487 

Revenue,  Alleged  Leakage  in  Tasmania  and 
Refund  to,  7850 

Senate : 

Accommodation     for     Members,  tuffly, 
8984-S 

Adjournment  of,  m.,  6398 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6398 
Sittings  of,  m.,  8077 

Vacancy    in    South    Australia,  Committee's 
Report,  m.,  4833,  4836 
Standing  Ordersi,  Suspensioa  of,  adj.,  10073-3 
Statutory  Rules  and  Regulations,  g.,  11319 
Su[^lv  Bill  (No.  3),  iK.,  1841 ;  com.  (issue  and 
application),  1932;  (period  of  expenditure], 
1947;  (schedule),  1947,  1948;  ad.  ref.,  1953; 

3«-.  1 953 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR-,  6300 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  cam..  Schedule  (The  Par- 
liament), 8984-^ 

Supply,  Terra  of  Grant,  Sfffly,  1947,  1948 

Tariff,  g.,  1684 
Commission's  Reports,       3033,  3405,  2511; 
exf>l..  2513 

Telegraph  Charges,  g.,  26r5,  3845,  3846 

Tobacco  Industry  : 

Combine.  Action  of,  adj.,  3040;  m.,  3058. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  g.,  2031,  11383,  11468 

Cook,  Hon.  J.  Hume,  Boarkt  : 

Budget,  f.o..  3207 ;  exfl.,  3208 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  suffly,  9875 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (Tobacco,  un- 
manufactured), 10496;  (Oils),  10887;  (HooF- 
ing    Tiles),    10903 ;     (Insecticides),     11 008, 
1 1564 ;    (Leather),    11070      (Paper),   11083  ; 
(Furniture,    n.e.u),    11013 ;    (Pens,  n.e.i.), 
11168;   (Electric   Machines),   11447;  (Piece 
Cnods),  11461,  11464;  (Chain  Blocks),  11539; 
Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  req.,  10704. 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 
Disputed  Senate  Klection,  Expenses  of,  supfty. 

Electoral  Act,  Amendment  of,  suffly,  0768 


Cook,  Hon.  J.  H. — continued. 

Electoral  Rolls,  f.,  9847,  11358-9,  1x327,  11330 

Federal  Capital,  10463 

Governor-General's     Establishment,  supply, 
9885-6  '-^^ 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

?  j  9093.  9*9*>  9388,  10756,  10785 
Legal  Tender,  petition,  1413 
Letter  Carriers  and  Mail  Driven,  South  Aus- 
tralia, g..  9S46 
Lighthouses,  supply,  9886 
Uahon,  Mr.,  pairs  for,  expl.,  6512 
Mail  Contract :  Cancelled,  ; 10701 
Map  of  Australia,  suffly,  9890 
Pairs,  exfl.,  6794,  10605,  10704.  tisrS 
Post  Offices : 
Port  Pine  and  Mount  Gambier,  11917, 
13043 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  1 
Expenditure,  suffly,  11404 
Mail  Motor  Cars,  10752 
Secretary,  g.,  io6oq 

Sydney  Railway  Station,  Late  Fee  Letter 
Box,  g.,  10653,  "75a 

Telegraph  Wire,  g.,  10701 

Telephone  Tunnels,  g.,  10609 

Transfers  of  Officers,  g.,  10653 
Public  Service : 

Inquiry  Boards,  suffiy,  9775 

Vacancies  in,  g., 
Public  Service  Bill,  2B.,  12056 
Public  Works  Department,  suffiy,  9789-91 
Railway  Gauge,  Uniform,  g.,  9298 
Sittings  of  House,  m.,  6513 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9768;  (Pub- 
lic Service  Commissioner),  9775;  (Public 
Works  Staff),  0780;  (Census  and  Sutis- 
tics),  9875,  9876;  (Governor-General's  E». 
tablishment),  9885.  9S86;  (Miscellaneous), 
9890;  (Electoral  Office),  11365 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  11404 
Tariff,  f.o..  3397  i  *x#/.,  3298 
Tariff  Resolutions : 

Chain  Blocks,  ^0111^.  reg.,  11539 

Electric  Machines,  eons,  reg.,  ri447 

Furniture  n.e.i.,  11013 

Hats  and  Caps,  exfl.,  10605 

Insecticides,  cons,  reg.,  11008,  11^64 

Leather, -fffiii.  req.,  11070 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  req.,  10704 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10887 

Paper,  cons,  req.,  11083 

Pens  n.e.i.,  cons,  req.,  I116S 

Piece  Goods  (Woollen),  eons,  reg.,  11461, 
11464 

Roofing  Tiles,  cons,  req.,  10903 

Tobacco^  unmanufactured,  tons,  reg.,  10406 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Temperature  Records,  q.,  8938,  9098 
Transferred  Properties,  q.,  11921 
Trawler,  building  of,  q.,  11261 
Victoria,    Population   and   Represcntnti'.n  of, 

q.,  10525 
Weather  Forecasts,  g.  8926,  _  9091 
Year-Booh,  9.,  lo^p^iizlff^XjOOgle 


Jidy  S,  1907,  to  June  o,  1908. 
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Oook,  Hon.  Joseph,  ParramUta: 

AddrMt-in-RepIy,  n.,  85 
Adjournment,  Chrittmu,  q.,  7459 
Adjournment,  Special,  exfl..  468;  3036, 

6504;  obs.,  5745;  adj.,  6967 
Advertismg  Contract,  suffly,  11361 
Age,  Misrepresentation  by,  exfl.,  5210 
Agricultural  Implement  Making  lodiutry,  adj. 

{f.o.,  iai59),  12164 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7493 
Australia,  AdTertising,  suffly,  11359 
Australian  Indebtedness,  Budget,  3452 
Australian   Industries   Preserratlon  Act, 

10524 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  as., 
9038,  gio6;  com.  (definition),  9131 ;  (burden 
of  proof),  9201 ;  (persons  to  answer  ques- 
tions and  produce  documents),  9216,  9220, 
9"3,  933*;  reeom.,  9392;  31.,  9585; 
9589) 

Australian    Men    of    Letters   Fund,  suffly, 

Beale,  Mr.,  Report  by,  adj.,  3104 

Bills  and  Statistics,  Printing  of,  m.,  3339 

Bookkeeping  System,  Budget^  2464 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  787;  com.  (appropriation), 

997,  1019;  (specification  of  bounties),  1057; 

f.e.,  1072;  (schedule),  (mohair),  1099,  1100; 

(palm  fruit),  1182;  (fish),  1297,  1307;  f.e., 

»3»5:  Wried  fruits),  1317^  f.0.,  1317;  3B., 

1400;  cent,  emdts.,  G401,  6403 
Budget,       977,  1716;  tibs.,  1678;  ad;.,  1743; 

m.,  2451;  f.o.,  3293,  3297;  ais.,  3294 
Busmess,  Order  of,  m.,  4^;  adj.,  563,  1678, 

6186;  m.,  2795;  q..  3622,  7169;  Progress  of, 

adj.,  5236;  suffly,  5784;  Conduct  of,  adj., 

6521 

Cable  Connexions,  g.,  12153 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Death  of  Sir  H., 
10523 

Carrulhers,  Mr.,  Public  Utterances  of,  suffly, 
3439 

Catts,  Mr.,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  3971 
Chairman  of  Committees,  suffly,  Sa 
Coal  and  Shipping  Combine,  g.,  3971 
Coastal    Defence    Appropriation  Bill, 
I 3077,  12093 

Combines  and  Trusts,  g.,  3971 
Commerce  Act,  suffly,  6390 
Commonwealth  Elections,  jw/^y,  11366 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bilf,  adj.,  2343 
Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Relations 

of,  Budge/,  3458;  suffly,  3336,  11270;  adj., 

10784;  f.,  6420,  10875,  10964 
Commonwealth  Statistics,  suffly,  9876 
"  Contingencies,"  suffly,  5785 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  cam.  (shoit 

Mtle),   12054;   (South  African  preference). 

12054;  m.s.o.,  12054 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3B.,  7465;  exfl.,  7468; 
^ons.  req.  {f.o.,  10485),  10492;  (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10500;  (Blue),  10501;  (Confection- 
ery), 10515;  (Hay  and  Chatf),  10523,  10530, 
10545;  (Matches  and  Vestas),  10550;  (Nuts), 
»0558;  (Tea),  10560;  (Apparel  and  Attire), 
10564,  10566;  (Bags  and  Sacks),  f.o.,  10573; 
(Curtains  and  Blinds),  10577,  '"439*  11440, 
114.^2;  (Gloves),  10579;  {Hats  and  Caps), 
10583,  10599;  (Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.), 
10086,  10698;  (Coalcutters),  f.o.,  1073 1 ; 
(Rock  Boring  Machines,  n.e.i.),  f.o.,  1073^; 
(Electrical  Machines),   10734,  10741  j  [f.o.. 


Cook,  Hon.  }oKfltk—temtinued. 

10735,  i<>73».  io74i»  II45M  (Furniture). 
11013;  (Roasting  Dishes),  10905:  (Paper, 
ii073,  1108s,  II088;  (Oils),  10985.  ""o; 
Piece  Goods),  1,461,  11462.  JI463.  1.464; 
{f.o.,  11528);  (Stained  Glass  Windows). 
"577.  "5^J  U434-  {See  Tariff  Re- 
solutions.  Customs.) 

Defence  : 
AdministratioD,  suffly,  100Q4..Q8 

Cordite  Factory,  wffly,  3739 
Lox,  Lol.,  Case  of,  suffly,  10091,  10105; 
g.,  11386 

Easter  Encampment,  Leave  to  Telegraphists. 

10079,  "»3i 
Expenditure,  budget^  2462 
Government  Policy,  suffly.  3605,  3607 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly'  3^7 
Imperial,  address,  ^        '  ^ 
Military  Board,  suffly,  10095 
Military  Boots,  g.,  9478 
Military  Officers,   Leave  of    Absence,  e.. 

9481  ' 
Military  Promotions,  g.,  5600,  6594 
Naval,  suffly,  3615,  1140S,  11417 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  96;  a..  1178 
Rifle  Ranges.  Buffalo  Hill,  g.,  9009.  10701 ; 
Parramatta,  suffly,  10091 ;  Ryde,  suffly, 
10092-3  /     •  /•r.T' 

Victorian  Torpedo  Practice,  g.,  3369 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
suffly,  6283;  2JL..  6372 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  ni.,  11546 

Echuca  Election,  suffly,  8965 

Estimates,  Additional,  g.,  10078;  suffly 
11^;  ois.,  11418  ^ 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  aR.,  7477 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act. 
«:  5909.  6130 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  jw.,  X1315:  cans.  reg. 
(amylic  alcohol),  11215.  (See  Tariff  Resolu- 
tions, ExciseV 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  3R.,  13056 

ExporU  Oversea,  Budget.  24<;i 

Federal  Administration,  address,  87 

Federal  Capital,  suffly,  8862 ;  g.,  9091,  0843, 
10074 

Federal  Finance,  Bud  gel,  2450,  246?;  suffly 
3321,  11268 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  suffly,  11346 
Government,  Position  of,  adj.,  10461 ;  suffly, 

10473.  "271;  exfl..  10481,  10482 
Government  Printing  Office  (f.o.,  9975) 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  9583,  9584 
High  Commissioner,  address,  88 
Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of 

suffly,  9482,  9486 
House,  Rignis  of,  m.,  11434 
Immigration,  suffly,  9630,  9690-6,  9724;  f.o.. 

Immigration:  America  to  Great  Britain,  a., 

6737 

Imperial   Conference,   address.  So;  sufflv 
11361  ' 
Imports,  Budget,  2452 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  211.,  iintj 

Inter-State  Trade,  Budget.  2451 

Judiciary  Bill,  arf;.,  2343;  3760;  3»., 

3759.  376*.  3791 
Kajeoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  «.,  559,  561;  f.ff..  6^it^^rtle> 
Digitized  by       OOy  IC 
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Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 
Labour  Party,  Platform  of,  ois.,  9J46;  exfi., 

9350.  935 » 
Land  Settlement,  luf^y,  8976 
Land  Tax.  ^udgetj  3454 
London    Offices   of    Commonweiiltb,  tufftyt 

i8oa.   1804,   1809,   1810,  181 I,  1875,  3617, 

3622,  3661,  3663,  3673,  3740,  3749.  "361 
Mail    Service   to    Europe,    address,    88;  m.) 

6400,  6433;  Kf.o.,  6500,  6501) 
Mail  Contract  Caocelled,  y.,  404,  3651,  7027 
Mail  Steamen  :  Cold  Storage  on,  orf/.,  596 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  S9">> 

m.y     5914 ;     com.     (Regulations),     12177 ; 

^Schedule),  12179 
Murray  Waters,  503 

New  Hebrides,        470:  33(»  i  '^^f' 

fiy*  97^5 

New  Protection,  address,  87 ;  Budget,  3471 ; 

tuffly,  {f.o.,  3319) 
New  Stmth  Wales  l-xpenditure  by  Carruthers 

Government,  supfly,  3358;   exfi.,  3411 
New  Works  and  Buildings,  Budget,  2461 
Nortbem  Territory,        409;  q.,  4413 
Officers'  Compenution  Bill,  m.,  7445 
Old-age  I'ensions,  address,  87;  Budget,  3457. 

2458;        9310,  9346 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  m., 

12095  ■>  »209t» ;    ctfw.  (appropriation), 

12096 

Uppoaition,  Absence  of  Leader  of,  address,  85 
Pacific  Islands,  suffly,  1804,  1809,  i8ia,  9513 
Papers,  ots.,  11338 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  suffly,  1804,  9404-5 
Papua  Bill,  2K.,  1415 
Parliament  : 

Candidates'  Expenses,  suf^y,  11216 

Reflections  OQ,  obs.,  10985,  iiiio 

Sweating,  q.,  6813 

Ventilating  and  Sewering,  suffly,  8964 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  q.,  1866;  m., 
1920,  1924;  3K.,  1990;  com.  (amount  of  al- 
lowance),  2001,    (commencement    of  Act), 
2009,  30 10 
Personal  Explanation,  3653 

Postal  Department  : 
Administration  of,  suffly,  11370 
Cabinet  Committee  to  Inquire  into  Admin- 
istration of,  q.,  9S43;  suffly,  10336-40; 
Royal  Commissioners  (^.f.,  io40a-3) ;  m., 
10437,  10460;  suffly,  10473,11404;  m.s.o., 
116331  i048i-» 
Post  Office,  Northtun,  suffty,  3536 

Post    and    Telegraph    Department,  Budget, 
3460,  3463;  suffly,  11404 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  347^ 
Preferential  Trade  (TariR),  5047,  5133,  5133, 

5637,  5638,  5744 
Premiers*  Conference,  Reports,  m.,  470;  q., 

10964 

Prime  Mmitter,  q.,  3631 ;  oht.,  3735 
Privilege :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

10075,  >°o77)       lotaS,  11701 
Public  Service  : 

Administrattoo  of,  suffly,  9785-6 

Gratuities,  7464 

Public  Service  Act,  Budget,  2460 
Public  Service  Bill,  as.,  120(7 


Cook,  Hon.  }09e^h~continued. 
Quarantine  Bill,  3K.,  510;  com.  (commence- 
ment), 1417;  {interpretation),  1539;  (porta  of 
^"y)^   1557*   (power  to  destioT  diaeued 
animals),   1737;  (examination  of  imported 
animals),  t76i.  1765,  1766;  (State  lam  and 
regulations).  177a;  cons,  amdts.,  8943 
Quorum  Rules,  Breach  of.  ois.,  6801 
Rabbit  Destruction,  suffly,  11380 
Riae  Ranges,  suffly,  3450,  3451 
beat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  995a 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods,  adj.,  3104; 
suffly,  o^-jZ 
•  bcssion,  Close  of,  q.,  11360 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3944 
Sittings  of  House,        28,  6506;  adj.,  6186; 

q.,  6417,  6676,  6810 
Small  Arms  Factory,  adj.,  3f)S3 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  f.c,  9483 
States  Debts :  Premiers'  Conference,  q.,  10964 
State  Officers  and  Federal  Work»  ntffiy*  9731 
States,  Direct  Taxation  in.  Budget,  2456 
Sugar  Bounty,  Budget,  3457 
Sunshine  Railway  Collision,  oft.,  10483 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Crown  Solicitor's  Office), 
973 » 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10091, 
10105 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8976, 
9404,  9486;  (Mail  Service,  Pacific  Is- 
lands), 9513;  (Miscellaneous),  9531,  9630, 
9690,  9734,  9735 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner). 
97»S;  (Census  and  Statistics),  9876;  (*.<... 
"365) 

Parliament  (Ventilation    of    House),  8064 ; 

(Contingencies),  8965 
Postmaster- General    (Central    Staff),  10168, 

10336 

Trade    and    Customs    (Quarantine),    qn8«  ■ 

(Rabbit  Destructor),  11380 
Treasury  (Government  Printer),  {f.c,  90-;) 

9978 

Works  and  Buildincs  (Trade  and  Customs) 
3439>  344' i  (Defence),  3450,  3451,  3605, 

3607.  36*5.  36»7.  3677.  3739.  "408;  (Port 
and  Telegraphs),  3456,  3510,  3536,  3550; 
Externa   Affairs),  3&1.  366.,  ^3  ; 

(Home  Affairs),  3331,  3357,  11404 
Supply  Bill  (No.   i),  m.,  8r ;  earn.,  84 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1776,  i8oa;  ad.  ref., 
1875 

Supply  Bin  (No.  3),  m..  5784 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6083;  com.  (sche- 
dule), 6390 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8862 

Supply  Bill  (No.  x)  190S-9,  m.,  11097; 
taiSo 

Surplus  Revenue,  adj..   11734;  11786 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,   3B.,   9866,   9875;  m., 

11670;  COM.  (commencement),  11861 
Tariff:  w.,  2451:  f.o.,  3393;  obs.,  3^94 

Amendments.  7440,  10501 ;  m.,  10503 ; 

ebs.,  10558 

Anomalies,  ohs.,  7453 

British  Preference,  3701 

Commission's    Reports,    Budget,    3467 ;  q.. 

Consideration  of.  q.,  3587,  3588,  6(33;  iw.. 

4341.  4358.  4360 
Goods  in  Transit.  Duties  on,  suffly,  1875 
Hat  and  Wooll™.^ln^u..^^tj[^, 
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Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — effntiimed. 
TaLtiB—continmed. 

lafoimation  as  to,  tuffly,  1776;  g.,  1974 
Machinery  Duties,  €x^.,  4843 
Old  and  New  Rates  of  Duty,  1715 
Petition,  m.,  3409 

Fragrcss  Report  to  Senate,  m.,  10817 
Revenue  from,  suffty,  3323,  11269 
Seizure  of  Uncustomed  Goods  by  New  South 

Wales  Government,       2331 ;  Cancellation 

of  Carriers'  Licences,  tfff^y,  a<)04 
Senate's  requests,  9100 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  6633 
Adze,  Axe>  and  Scythe  Handles,  7125 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  Q.e.i,,  65561 

6559.  6564-s 
Ale,   Porter,  and  other  Beer,    4035  {f.a.f 

4120-1),  4124,  4131 
Almond  Kernels,  5463 
Ammonia,  6060,  ^170 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5608,  5627,  n.e.i.,  5629; 

cons,  req.,  10564,  10566 
Articles  for  oBicial  use  of  State  Governors, 

7404,  7419,  7429 
Bags  and  Sacks,  retom.,  5737;  eans.  req. 

Kf.o..  10573} 
Bananas,  5340 
Bicycles,  7271 
Biscuits,  4778 
Blacking,  6853 
Blankets,  5728 

Blankets,  Rubber   or   Wool,    for  Printing 

Machines,  7407 
Blue,  4785;  cons,  req,,  10501 
Boots  and  Shoes,  7154,  7155)  71^*  7158 
Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6947 
Bronze  and  Metal  Powders,  6860 
Brushmakers*  Woodware,  7118 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  7139,  7140 
Cameras,  &c.,  7394,  7395 
Candles,  4928,  4944,  4969,  5047,  5132;  ex^„ 

5133 

Casks,  Barrels,  &c.,  7135 
Chairs,  7000 

Cfaaffcntters  and  Horse  Gears,  6564 

China  and  Porcelain,  6897,  6900 

Clay  Smoking  Pipes,  7396 

Coalcutting  Machines,  cons.  req.  (^-c)  10731 

Coir  Mats,  5739 

Confectionery,  5159,  5217  {.f.o.,  5218),  5228; 

eons,  req.,  10515 
Condensed  Milk,  ^515 
Copying  Apparatus,  7378 
Com  Flour,  5352,  5^57 
Coiies  and  Cushions,  ^744 
Cotton  Yam,  7375.  7376,  7377 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  10577,  iM39> 

11440,  X1443 
Electrical  Articles  and  Matenats,  6810 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  6809 
Electrical  Machinery,  6800,  6807;  eons,  req., 

10734,  10741  [f.o.,  10735,  10738,  10741), 

"45' 

Engines  [f.o.,  6705),  6712,  6713 
Explosives,  7383 

Feathers    {undressed),     5635,     5636,    5638 ; 

(dressed),  5638 
Flypapers,  6993 
Fumigators,  fiic,  7379 

Furniture,  7011,  7019,  7020;  eons,  req.,  11013 
Glass,  6918,  6g2t~ 
Glassware,  6924 


Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Gloves,  5940;  eent.  req.,  10579 
Glue,  6951 
Graphite,  6858,  6859 
Gummed  Paper,  7241 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  59^^*  595^i  5957i 
5959.  5960,  5965,  5^.  5907.  SW.  5970, 
5971.  5973.  5974.  5975.  S976j  cons,  req., 
10583,  10599 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5422,  5429,  5441,  544a  {f.e., 
5443);  cons.  req..  10522,  10530,  10545 

Imitation  Gold,  &c.,  7147 

Incandescent  Mantles,  5^77 

Iron  and  Steel,  6839,  ti^i 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sneet,  6526 

Isinglass,  n.e.i.,  5463 

Jewellery,  Unfinished,  7144,  7145,  7146 

Lasts  and  Trees,  7127 

Leather  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  7163 

Leather,  Rubber  and  Composition  Belting, 
7165,  7167 

Liquid  Removers  of  Painu  and  Varnishes. 

6S94.  689s 
Live  Stock  [f.o.,  4772,  4773) 

Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6722-3,  6730 
Mangles,  &c.,  6549 

Manufactures  of    Metal,  6746:    cens.  req., 

10686,  10698 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7175,  7180,  7182, 

7183,  7184,  7195,  7204,  7211,  7313,  7215, 
7216,  7222,  7223 

Manures,  7373 

Marine  Engines,  6655 

Matches  and  Vestal,  cons,  req.,  10550 

Meats  and  Poultry  (fresh  or  smoked),  5454, 
(potted  Or'  concentrated)  5455,  (soup)  5456, 
(preserved  by  cold  process)  5456,  5459 

Mining  Engines,  6789,  6793,  6799 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 
6653,  6656,  6665 

Nails,  6600,  6608,  6b09,  6614,  6617 

Naphthaline,  6978 

Nuts,  cons,  req.,  10558 

Oilmen's  Stores,  si^S 

Oils,  6682,  6866,  6868,  6869,  6874;  £«fu.  req., 
10985,  IlIIO 

Opium,  6994 

Paints  and  Colours,  6884,  6886,  68S9,  6890, 

6891,  6893 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  11073,  "085,  11088 
P«e'.  5334 

Perambulators  and  Go-c«rts,  7383,  7383 
Photograph  Frames,  ftc.,  7135,  7126 
Photographic  Accessories,  7395 
Pianos,  7348,  7353,  7355,  7357 
Pickles,  5463 
Pictures,  7398 

Piece  Goods  used  in  manufacture  of  Rubber 

Cloth,  Rebate  on,  7412 
Piece  Goods  {p.o.,  5849),  5852,  58^53,  58";6, 

5915,  S9>8,  59^6;  eons,  req.,  11461,  11463, 

11463,  11464;  f.Q..  11528 

Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7345,  7257 
Printing  Paper,  7215 
Rails,  &c.,   68t^,   6823.  6829 
Rebate     for     Horn  e     Consumption,     1 1 1941 
11196,  11200,  II212,  11213 

Regalia  (p.o.^  5639) 

Reaper  and  Binder  Twine,  7377»  7378 
Rice,  n.e.i.,  RStfeed  by  LaOOQlC 
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Cook,  Hon.  Joseph — continued. 
Tarin  Kesolutiors  (Customs) — coiUinued. 
Roasting  Dishes,  eons,  req.y  10905 
Rock   Boring   Machines,   n.e.i.,  eons.  reg. 

{f.o..  10733) 
Roofing  liles,  6909 
Saccharine, 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  reg.,  10500 
Salt,  5536 

Salt,  Gypsum   and   Manure  Bags,  recom., 

5735.  57.^ 
Sausage  Casings,  5460 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  0751 
Scientific  Instruments,  7410,  7411 
Screws,  n.e.i.,  67t>g,  6773 
Sbeep-sbeaiing  Machines,  6586 
Sbeepwashes,  6985,  69118,  t>993 
Shocks,  7137 
Smoking  Pipes,  7396 
Socks  and  Stockings.  ^^35 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  eom,  reg.,  111871 

"577»  "578 
State  Imports,  7439 
Stationery,  Manufactured,  7243 
Stone  and  Marble,  6963,  6965,  6966 
Strawboard,  7229 
Stripper  Harvesters,  6570,  6573 
Sugar,  4752,  4765 

Surgical  Appliances,  7400;  eons,  reg.,  11192 
Tanks,  66aa 

Tartaric  Acid,  ffnj.  reg.,  iioii 
Tea  (in    packets),    If.o.  5465);    eons,  reg., 
10560 

Timber,  7024,  7079,  708a,  7084,  7094,  7 100, 
7103;  cons,  reg.,  11058-9,  11139 

Tool  Handles,  71 19,  7134 

Type,  Printers',  6758,  exfl.,  6768 

Varnishes,  6892 

Vehicles,  7285,  7292-3 

Vesta  and  Match  Bodies,  7241 

Watches,  Clocks,  &c.,  7150,  7151 

Weighing  Machines  (t-o.,  6630)^  663a 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane>  7109 

Wire  Netting  (#.«.,  4574) 

Woollen  and  Bat  Machinery,  6723 

Yams,  7377 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Amylic  alcohol,  eons,  reg.^  11215 

Cigarettes,  4323 

Golden  Syrup,  4767 

ISee  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telephones  : 

Discontinuance  of,  g.,  9954 

Kates,  Anomalies  in,  g.,  979,  6736 ;  adj., 

979.  987;  ifffiy,  3456,  3510 

Sydney  to  Melbourne,  sufply,  3550 
Trade.  Budget.  241;^ 

Transferred    Properties,    Budget,    2466;  g., 
ri786 

Treasurer's  Advance,  supply,  84 
Trawler,  suffly,  3441 
Victorian  Coal  Mines,  g  ,  7208 
Votes,  Spending  of,  supply.  it2't 

Coon,  Hp.  J.,  Batman: 

Address-in-RepIy,  n.,  37 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  12203 
Boots  and  Shoes,  Budget,  28^ 
Bottle  Making  Industry,  Budget,  2831 
Budget,  28.10 


Coon,  Mr.  J. — eoniinued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  reg.,  (HaU  and 
Caps),  10605,  i<^M)  (Socki  and  Stockin|^), 
10653;  (Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.), 
10696;  (Rock  Drills),  10717,  10727;  (Wire 
Netting),  10767 ;  (Locks),  10797 ;  (Wire 
n.e.i.),  10812;  (Oils),  10987)  11117;  (Paper), 
1 1072,  1 1080 ;  (Stained  Glass  Windows), 
11187,  11575,  »»S77i  (Piece  Goods),  ii4&4> 
11533;  (HoisU),  10685.  i^^'  Tariff  Reso- 
lutions (Customs).) 

Easter  Encampment,  g.,  9581 

Electoral  Act,  address,  28 

Hirsch,  Mr.  Max,  g.,  405 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  27 

Industrial  Legislation,  Unifonn,  m.,  2567 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Angnstn  Railway  Survey 
Bill.  2K.,  734 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  torn. 
(authority  to  pay  bounties),  12170 

Mining  Machinery,  Budget,  3833 

New  South  Wales,  Pn^ess  under  Protection, 
Budget.  2831 

Parliament,  reflections  on,  obs.,  10987 

Penny  Postage,  address,  38 

Post  "and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Instrument  Fitters,  g.,  11158 

Pottery  Trade,  Budget,  283a 

Preferential  Voting,  address,  28 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  27 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Apparel  and  Attire^  n.e.i.»  5630 
Bicycles,  7270 
Blacking,  6854 
Blue,  4781 

Boots  and  Shoes,  7155 

Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6945 

Candles,  48S5,  4950 

China  and  Porcelain,  6898,  6901 

Confectionery,  5335.  5353 

Engines,  6716 

Explosives,  7388 

Furniture,  7005 

Glassware,  6926 

Gloves,  5940 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5971 ;  eons,  reg-, 

10605,  10614 
Hoists,  patent,  eons,  reg.,  10685 
Lasts  and  Trees*  7126 

Locks,  eons,  r*^.,  10797 
Machinery,  &c.,  6733,  674a 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  cans,  reg,,  10696 
Mntches,  ^4^1 
Mining  Engines,  6780 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 

6663 
Nails,  6613 

Oils,  cons,  reg.,  10987,  11117 

Paper,  eons,  reg.,  11073,  11080 

Piece    Goods,    Woollen,    5827 ;  cons,  reg., 

11464,  11533 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  reg.,  10717,  10727 
Socks  and  Stockings,  cons,  reg.,  10653 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  reg.,   11 187, 

ii(;75.  t";77 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6686 
Weighing  Machines,  66a8 
Wire,  n.e.i.,  eons.  reg..  10813 
Wirr  nfttinp,  4525;  eons,  reg.,  10767 
Woo]  Scouring  Machines.  6723 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
United  Kingdom  :  Imports  and  Exports,  Bud* 


jf'.  2831 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JtUy  3,  1907,  to  June  5,  2908. 


XXV 


Oroft,  S«iubtoF  J.  W.,  Western  Auatralia: 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Pcstmastei-General), 
10389 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Schedule : 
Animal  Foods,  7921 
Coffee  and  Chicory,  7761,  7779,  7780  ■ 
Cutlery,  n.e.t.,  8599 
Dutiable  Machinery  and  Machine  Tools, 
8721 

Electrical    and    Gas    Appliances,  8890^ 

9043,  9056,  9060 
Fish,  7805 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7813 

Grain  and  Pulse  (prepared  or  manufac- 
tured), 7014,  7919 

Iron  and  Steel  Tubes,  9087 

Machinery  and  Machines  ftnd  Machine 
Tools,  n.e.i.,  8705 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8724, 
8739.  8739,  8761-a 

Pi^s.  7657 

Rails,  &c.,  9071,  9072 
Sparkling  Wine,  7631 
Weighing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8621 
Defence  : 

Military  Leather  Equipment,  g.,  9042 
Tmroigiants,  51^8 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  g.,  1131,  1471, 
1688 

Mail  Contracts,  Oversea,  m.,  4497 
Opium,  Smuggling  of,        5011;  ad;.,  9007 
PatenU  Office,  g.,  i68q 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  Western  Australia,  tuf^y, 
10389 

Printing  Office,  q.,  7793 

Spencer,  Mr.,  Land  Claim,  q.,  5283 

Stores,  Tenders  for,  q.,  9041 

Tasmanian  Customs  Revenue,  933 

Tillet,  Mr.  Ben,  Statement  by,  q.,  4705 

Western    Australia;     Postal    F.-«cilitie»,  adj.. 

4Q24 

Wharf  Labourers'  Strike,  New  South  Wales, 
?  9041 

TeerSook,  Printing  of,  q.,  4707 


Orottoh,  Hon.  R.  A.,  Corio  .- 

Antarctic  Expedition,  q.,  10S75 

Australia,   Advertising  of,  suffly,   9983 ;  q., 

11050-1;  10880 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(definition),  9130;  (burden  of  proof),  f.o.t 

9>34-5 

Beale,  Mr.,  Report  by,  adj.,  3098,  3899 
Board  of  Trade,  Correspondents,  q.,  4957 
Bouchard,    Commodoie,    Reception  of, 

9099,  9299 
Bounties  Act,  q.,  11390 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule),  (cotton),  1079; 
(fish),  1299,  1302:  p.ff.,  1315;  (dried  fruits), 
1317;  (second  schedule),  1322,  1323 
Business,  order  of,  adj.,  3047 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  6131 
Collins,  Captain,  Duties  of,  q.,  7111 
Colonial  Office,  q.,  5130,  6406,  11736;  Domi- 
nions Department,  q.,  9389 
Commoowenlth  Salaries  nill,  ii.,  {f.o.],  1926, 
3860;  adj.,  3047;  aB.,  3876;  com,  (taxation 
by  States  of  Commonwealth  Salaries),  3885, 
3896,  3897 

Commonwealth  Servants,  State  Taxation  of, 
q.,  1279 


Crouch,  Hon.  R.  A. — eoniinued. 
Commonwealth  Services  :  Old-age  Pensions,  q., 
11526 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Rela- 
tions, q.,  11430 

Copyright  Bill,  j.,  5130 

Customs  Stations,  Border,  tuffly,  9984 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Motive  Power, 
Machinery  and  Appliances,  except  electric), 
10677;  (Electrical  Machines),  f.o.,  10739; 
(Oils),  10825,  11109;  (Chemical  compounds), 
1 1010;  (Paper),  1107a,  11089.  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 

Administration,  tuffly,  10084-91;  q.,  11793 

Armament  Artificers,  q.,  3450 

Arsenal  :  New  Garden  City,  q.,  9767 

Artillery  Ranges,  q.,  6024 

Cadets  Instructional  Staff,  g.,  98S 

Cordite  and  Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly, 

3739;        3*2*.  8818,  11329 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  9193 
Discharge  Fees,  q.,  9685,  11097 
European  Military  Systems,  q,,  3347 
Field  Artillery,  q.,  11261 
Government  Policy,  luffty,  8833 
Govenor-General's   Establishment,  i^ffly, 

9885 

Guns,  Lights,  and  Emplacements,  tuffly, 
3744 

Instructional  Staff  Commissions,  q.,  1 1793 

Instruction,  Courses  of,  q.,  2123 

I.ang,    Bombardier,    q.,    2313,   2348;  arf/., 

^  2343.  aS"    .  . 

Marriage  Regulalions,  4311 

Married  Establishment,  q.,  989 

Medical  Examination,  q.,  4310,  4748 

Military  Board,  suffly,  10084-87 

Military  Correspondence,  q.,  1089 

Military   Forces,   Daily   Rations,  q.,  4927, 

5240;  Enlistment,  q.,  7249 
Military  Officers,  Permanent,  m..  4087 ;  Uni- 
forms, q.,  10401 
Military  Staff  Clerks,  q.,  10789 
Military  Stores,  q.,  7116 
Ordnance  Equipment,  tuffly,  3611,  3612 
Permanent  Artillery  Band,  Victoria,  tuffly, 
10125 

Recruits,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11920 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3452 

Royal   Australian  Artillery ;  Bombardiers, 

q.,  2348;  Commanding  Officers,  q.,  2691; 

Interruption  of  Training  Operations,  q., 

q686;  Increases,  11793 
Training  Grounds  for  Troops,  suffly,  3452 
Uniforms,  q.,  11056 

Victorian  Easter  Encampment,  q.,  9581, 
10609,  10787 ;  Payment  of  Militia,  q., 
9581,  9955;  Transport  Delays,  q.,  10484, 
11097,  11182 

Dissent  from  Ruling;  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7092 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (interpretation), 
7488;  (employment  of  counsel),  7489} 
(l>owers  of  authority  to  whom  application 
referred),  7490 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  6230 

Export  Entries,  q.,  10756 

Federal  Capital,  q..  10179 

Foreign  Governments :  Commuuication  with, 
q.,  10181 

Freeman  and  ^^afe^^gnTfO^f^^'  "354 
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Crouch,  Hon.  R.  A. — continued. 
Governor-General,   Appointment  of   Earl  of 

Dudley,  9388 
Honorary    MioUteif,    Official    Expense!  of, 

supfly.  9482-3 
Honours,  Australian  Recommendntiau  for, 

Immigration,  ad;.,  1328;  suffly,  1788,9608-9; 

Immigration  :     Restriction    of  Asiatics, 
10483 

Imperial  Conference,  g.,  5416 

Income  Tax,  g.,  1^79,  6S11 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
(qualifications),  11968,  (disqualifications), 
1 1970,  1 197 1,  "973*  (invalid  pensions), 
11978,  (accumulated  property),  119791  (ap- 
peal), 11980,  (forfeiture),  itgiSi,  (instalments 
payable  to  persons  other  than  pensioners), 
11981,  (instalments  may  b'e  forfeited),  11981 

Japanese  Mail  Steamers,  g.,  95S5 

Judiciary  Bill,  adj.,  3047;  aK.,  379a;  com.  (ex. 
elusive  jurisdiction  of  Tliph  Court),  3794, 
(causes  pending),  3795 

Labour  Caucus,  f.o.,  10968-9 

Lascars,  Commonwealth  Legislation,  1975 

Lighthouses,  mffly.  9886 

Mail  Services  : 
Reduced,  6131 

Melbourne  Hospital  Site,  q.,  8815 

Millers*  Association,  f.,  11795 

Netherland  Indies,  Trade  with,  q.,  2998 

New  Protection,  q.,  1281,  5803 :  adj.,  1744 

Nortbem  Territory  Accounts,  suffiy,  9970 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7501 

O'Halkiran,  Mr.,  cue  of,  trnffiy,  9730,  9733 

01d*age  Peosions,  m.,  9345 

Opium  Smuggling,  g.,  10135 

P^ua : 

Nativn,  Taxation  of,  6813 

Parliament  : 
Reflections  on,  obs.,  11109 
Sewering,  wayt  and  meant,  4847 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m..  1893 ; 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1998.  2004 ; 
(commencement  of  Act),  aoio 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  as.,  it67s;  earn. 
Ino  action  for  libel),  11674,  {authority  to 
Government  Printer  to  publish),  I1675 

Peony  Postage,  882 

Personal  Explanation,  10712 

Plummer,  Mr.  John,  jt.«.,  10880;  q.,  11050 

Postal  Rates  Bill,  88a 

Postal  Department : 
Bacchu9  Marsh  Post  Office,  q..  5601 
<?nbinet  Committer  to  infjuire  into  -idminis- 

tration  of,  q.,  9844 
Postmistress,  Portarlington,  q.,  9479 
Royal  Commission,  supply,  10455 
Telephone  Bureau,  Barwon  Heans,  q..  11626 

Preferential  Trade  (TarifT),  4068.  ^,062 

Premiers'  Conference,  q.,  10785 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (master  to  notify  out 

break),  1624 
Referendum    as    to    Religious    Instrurlion  in 

State  Schools,  q.,  26RS 

Repatrintod  Ausilralians.  ti/i}..  t\jfi 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods,  adj.,  3098 
States  Officers,  Services  by,  supply,  9730,  9733  ; 
10078 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  «/.,  1788 
Supply  Bill  (No.  s),  «„  8S33 


Crouch,  Hon,  R.  A. — continued. 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (High  Court),  9730,  9733 
Defence    (Central    Administration),  loaS^, 
10125 

External    Affairs    (Admintsirattve),  9483; 

(Miscellaneous) ,  9608 
Home   Affairs    (Govemor.General's  Estab* 

lishment),  9885;  (Miscellaneous),  9S86 
Treasury  (Audit  Office),  9970 
Trade  .and    Customs   (Central    Staff),  9983; 

(New  South  Wales),  9984 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  '^452,  3611, 

3612,  3739,  3744;  (Post  and  telegraphs), 
„  3554 

Supreme  Courts,  Reciprocity,  q.,  10075 

Telephone  Numbers,  q.,  2234 

Tariff : 
Amendment  of,  m.,  10504 
Cases,  Duty  on,  q,,  2347 
Commission's  Reports,  g.,  1749 
Goods  in  Transit,  Duties  on,  q.,  1745 
Kerosene,  Duties  on,  q.,  2563 
Labour  Conditions,  q.,  1281 ;  adj.,  1744 
Petition,  p.o.,  3408:  m.,  3409,  3414 
South  Africa,  Preferential,  q.,  11919,  1x930 
Western   Australian  Parliament,  Resolution 
by,  q..  5690 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Apparel  and  Attire,  5625 
Bags  and  Sacks,  5641 
Blacking,  6855,  6856 
Blankets, 

Blankets,   rubber    or  wool,    for  priBting 

machines,  7407 
Candles  (p.o.,  4954),  4968,  506a 
Chemical  Compounds,  cons,  req.,  tioi* 
Condensed  Milk,  5^10 
Cordage.  7378 
Cosies  and  Cushions.  5741 
Electrical  Machines,  cjnt.  req.  {f.e.  Xf*739) 
Explosives,  9387,  7390 
Fancy  Goods,  7140 
Fish,  5366,  5275 
Glass,  6919 
Glue,  6953,  6955 
Harness  Dressing,  6857,  6858 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5959,  5966 

ieweilery,  Imitation  Gold,  7147 
■eatber  Manufactures,  n.e.t.,  7163 
Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belting, 

7164,  7'67 
Licht'pausroh  papier,  7369 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7190,  7321 
Motive   Power   Machinery  and  Appliances 

(except  electric),  cons,  req.,  10677 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  ro825,  11109 
Paints  and  Colours,  68S5,  6888 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  11073,  11089 
Piece  Goods,  58^5 
Regalia  {f.o.,  5640) 
Salt,  n.e.i.,  5539 
Spectacle  Frames,  7153 
Timber,  7086,  7092 
Tin  Plates.  6118 
Vehicles,  7285 
Wire  NettiocT  4^"i 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Starch,  5553,  5557 
Telephones  : 
Essendon  to  Kcilor,  q.,  9054 
Geelon?  to  Wnrrnambool  and   Port  Fairy, 
sufply.  3554 
Wren,  Mr.,  Stoppy^^^^  lfkSSf&m%¥3fi^^ 
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D«»kln.  Hon.  A.,  BaUatxU  : 

AborigiDei.  Western  Anstralia,  g.,  7iiSi  7^*6 

Address-io-RepIVi  m.,  24 

Adjournment,  Christmas,  g.,  5519,  5530,  6739, 

6S34,  7299.  74»6.,74S9;  a-*/.  753^ 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  7491,  1046I1 

11734 

Agricultural  Bureau,  g.,  11338 

Allegiance,  Oath  of,  g.,  9093 

All  Night  Sittingi,  ff.,  6034 

"AU.Rcd  Route,"  93 

American  Fleet,  j..  9089,  9474;  9474, 

9951,  10607,  11180;  g.,  11419,  11535!  adf., 

11300 

Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  7491;  g.,  10875 

Attorney-General,  10786 

Australia,  Advertising  Rcsomces  of,  g.,  7026, 

10533,   10576,   10607,   'ot>5»»   »0753.  10754, 

10755,  10786,    10879,   *0964»  "097* 

11156,  H36i,  1138S-9;  supply,  gsiK,  9714-34 
Australian  Historical  Records,  smffty,  9490 
Australian    Industries   Preservation  Bill, 

9193;  3B.,  9589 
Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fond,  f.,  4647, 

10170.;  suf^y,  9518,  9520 
Aostralians,  Repatriated,  smf^y,  11364 
Bank  Clerks,  q.,  11155 
Beale,  Mr.,  Statement  by,  8936 
Board  of  Trade,  Correspondents,  4957 
Business,  Conduct  of,  q,,  5519;  *»f^yt  5786; 

Order  of,  f.,  7169,  7170,  7416,  7461,  10078; 

M.,  10136;  adj.,  9039 
Cable  Code,  q.,  91843 

Campbell-Banncrmao,  Sir  Henry,  Death  of, 

ohs.,  10522 
Cattle,  Argentine,        5911,  6678 
Chairman  of  Committees,       So;  *f*fttyt  83 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  9845 
Chinese  Sailors,  f.,  iitSo 
Closure,  q.,  6593 

Coal  and  Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3971 
Coal  Mines,  Nationalization  of,  q.,  5910 
Coal  Miners'  Strike,  q.,  6034,  6094 
Coastal  Surveys,  q.,  4519 

Coinage,  q.,  11424 

Collins,  CapUin,  q.,  7111,  7112,  9476;  supply^ 
9489 

Colonial  Office,  q.,  5130,   5803,  6094,  6406, 
11736;  Dominions  Department,  q.,  9389 
'Combines  and  Trusts,  q,,  3971 
Commonwealth  newspaper,  q.,  10703 
Commonwealth  Statutes,  q.,  11182 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q.,  5046 
Contract  Labour,  q.,  5046 
Count  Out,  m.,  7351 

Crimean  and  Indian    Mutiny   Veterans,  q., 
6593.  909* 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  m.,   11434,   11435  (^^' 
Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 

Defence  : 

Defence  Bill,  q.,  9193,  9389,  11420 
Easter  Encampment,  leave  to  telegraphists, 
10079 

Government  Policy,  obs.,  7509 

Naval  Agreement,  q.,  4309,  5237,  7461,  8815, 

10310,  10523 
Naval  Cmstnicticu,  q.,  4308,  4309 
Naval  Depot,  a,,  8815 

Naval  Proposals,  q.,  9686.  9767 ;  luffly, 

11408,  11410,  11417 
Taxation  for,  q.,  11420,  11628 
Tenders,  q.,  10608 


Deakin,  Hon.  A. — <entinued. 
Department  of  External  Affairs,  Expenditure 

by,  sufHy.  9406,  9483 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualificationii  Bill,  q., 
609?! 

Dry  Farming,  q.,  9765 

Empire  Free-trade,  q.,  6129 

Empire,  Cohesion  of,  q.,  11154-5 

Excise  Tariff  Acts,  q.,  6096,  6097,  6098 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 

f*.  49»7»  5801.  5908,  5909,  6130,  6131,  6229. 

6230,  7394,  7295.  7396;  odi->  *3S9 
Excise  Exemptions,  q.,  4^00 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  q.,  6812 

Fanning  Island,  6835 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  5^37,  5338,  7111,  7460, 
8814,  8937,  9091,  9475,  9766,  0842,  10073-4, 
10132,  10135,  10179,  1040^  i-^"  Seat  of 
Government  Bill) 

Federal  Servants  and  Income  Tax,  q.,  11327 

Financial  Relations  of  Commonwealth  and 
States,  q.,  9582,  9390,  9846,  10534,  10875, 
11338,  I 1430 

Foods,  Impure,  q,,  9765 

Foreign  Governments,  Cpmmunication  with, 
q.,  10181 

Franco-British  Exbibitioo,  q.,  9009,  9842,  10751 
Freeman   and   Wallace,    Messrs.,  q.,  10079, 

10132-4;  adj.y  10129;  supply,  11338 
German  Islands,  Pacific,  6814,  7350 
Governor-General,   Appointment   of   Earl  of 

Dudley,  ohs.^  f^J^ix  9388 
Government,    Position   of,  10451  ;  adj., 

10463;  supplv,  10464,  10478;  expl.,  10481 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9583-4 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  5416,  9091  ;  supply, 

9489 

Honorary  Minister,  obs.,  8818 

Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

atpfh-  .9485 
House,  Rights  of,  m..  11424,  11435 
Immigration,     q.,   4518,    8938,    9091,  9765, 
101.10,  10179-80,  10401;  a</;.,  0430;  supply, 
96c^.  9714-34;  q.,   10877-8,   10905,  iioqiS, 
11386-9;    League   of   Australasia,  supply, 
9725;  q.,  10401,  11330,  11708 
Immigration  :    America  to  Great  Britain,  q., 
6727,  6728 

Immigtation  Restriction  Act  :  Pearl  Fisheries, 
q.,  9582;  Asiatics,  q.,  10483;  Russian  Jews, 
q..  10756 

Immigrants,  Spanish,  q.,  4647,  7114 
Imperial  Conference,  g.,  5416;  supply,  iii6i 
Imperial  Institute,  supply,  9404 
Inspector-General  of  Customs,  q.,  8817 
International   Agricultural    Institute,  supply, 

9627 
Iron  Industry  : 

Japan,  q..  6593 

Lithgow,  q.,  7037,  7417,  11420,  11790 
Kalgoorne  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Act,  q.,  4086,  4958,  5328,  7112,  7113,  746}, 
8q27 

Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  q.^  9684 ;  supply, 
9688-90 

Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  Leave  of 
Absence  to,  m.,  5803,  10652;  Death  of.  m., 
I 1046,  11049 

Labour  Party,  Resignation  of  Leader,  obs., 
5326 

Land  for  Settlement,  q.,  9765,  10130,  10170-80, 
10877-8 

Land  Tax,  q.,  9390,  10878^ -11419,  11628 
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Denkin,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  10653 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  Maiquis  of,  t».,  8818, 
8S19 

Loguc,  Cardinal,  11154-5 

London  Docks,  g.,  6726,  9685 

London-  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  q.,  5208, 
5209,  6676,  7299,  9952,  11097 

Hail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  4309,  4519,  4633, 
4957.  5*37.  S4i6,  5497.  55^0,  5690,  c8oi, 
5908,  6034,  6096,  6133,  6329,  6354,  6738, 
10785,;  m.,  61 18,  6128,  6401 ;  adj.,  6439 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q..  79,  80,  5908, 
6098 

Mails  : 

North-West  Coast  Service,  q.,  10784 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  6594, 

7037,  11430,  11743,  11790 
Manures  Combine,  q.,  7417 
Marine  Surveys,  q.,  7249,  8929-30 
Medical  Degrees,  Registration  of,  q.,  10574 
Melbourne  Cup  Day,  q.,  5416 
Melbourne  Hospital  Site,  q.,  S815 
Messengers,  Late   Hours,  q.,  6^12 
Ministerial  Relations,  f.,  11706 
Mint,  q.t  10179  * 
Monopolies  and  Trusts,  q.,  7414 
Municipal   Rates :    Commonwealth  Payments, 
"795 

Navigation  Bill,  q.,  90S9,  0193 

Navy,  Rabbits  for,  q.,  10875 

New  Hebrides,  q.,  6418,  8818,  10700,  10788, 

10877,  11336 
New  Protection,  q.,  5208,   5328,  6095,  6211, 

7300,    7415,    7463,    9583-4,    10H2,  10063, 

II 420- 1 

New  Zealand  Dominion,  m.,  3852 ;  Freights 

on  State  TmpoTtations,  g.,  5803 
Norfolk  Island  Bill,  q.,  9957;  int.,  11795 
Northern  Territory,  g.,  4519,  6738,  7113,  9480, 

10524,  10786 
Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  9306,  9350;  q.,  9390; 

adj.,  10482 ;  exfl.,  10966 
Olympian  Games,      ,  9388 
Opposition  Leader,  Thanks  to,  adj.^  11863 
Orion,  s.s.,  loading  of,  q.,  ita6o 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  4086 
Pacific  Islands  : 

Mail  Service,  sufflv.  9512 

Preferential  Trade,  q.,  8939 
Papua ; 

Aboriginal  Natives,  Removal  of,  q.,  4309, 

43ZD,  6735;  Taxation  of,  g.,  6813 
Administration  of,  q.,  9091,  9476,  11324 ; 

suffly,  9394,  9413,  9491,  9496 
Administrator,   Appointment   of,   q.,  9^76, 
9763;  adj-.^ygs;  q..  10077,10178,11324-5, 

Appointments,  q.,  4959 
Boundary  of,         10965,-  11324,  11385 
Drummond,  Mr.,  q.,  10S78,  11524,  11742 
Indented  Labour,  q.,  11744 
Land  Regulatitms,  q.,  8S16,   11523,  1 1524; 
9298 

Land  Scandals,  q.,  9957,  10077,  ioi3i>  >o575i 

11431-4.  11533-4,  11742 
Land  Settlement,   q,,  4646,    10606,  10607, 

10653 

Mail  Service,       9953;  suffly,  11360-1 
McGregor,  Sir  William,  J.,  10077 
Native  Mortality,  q..  0766 
Natives,    Massacre   of,  10606,  11158, 

itiSi 


Deakin,  Hon.  A. — toniinued. 
Papua — continued. 
Ordinances,  ohs,,  9582;  q.,  11183 
Smith,  Mr.  S.,  q.,  11423,  11522-4 
Suspension  of  Surveyor-General,   q.,  9763 
Treasurer,  Appointment  of,  q.,  10178 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  11327 

Parliament  ; 
Alleged  Corruption  of,  q.,  S938;  adj.,  9^; 

q.,  9844,  10075-6,  10401;  obt.f  11102 
Criticism  of,  q.,  11533 
Sweating,  q.,  6813 

Ventilation  and  Sewering  of,  suffly,  8964 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  q.,  6355 
Pearling  Fleets  :  Western  Australia,  q.,  81 
Pbilippines,  The :  Importation  of  Butter, 

S3 10,  6727 

Pianos,  Exhibit  in  Parliament  House,  7114 
Piano  Industry,  q.,  11261 
Port  Davy  Light,  q.,  4955 
Post  Offices  : 

Northam,  q.,  9581,  9765 
Postal  Department  : 
Administration,   Royal   Coounission   as  to, 
q.,  9477;  m.,   10401,   10406,   10451  {f.c. 
10403),  10464,  10478;   ex  ft.,    10481 ;  q., 
11385,  11533;  Ministerial  Statement,  11637 
Cabioet  Committee  to  inquire  into  Adminis- 
tration, q..  9477.  9843*  9844.  10078 ;  Plac- 
ing of,  in  commission,  q.,  11534 
Postal,  Telegraphic  and  Telephonic  Systems, 

7458.  7459       ^  .„ 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4993 

Preferential  Trade,  q.,  4956 

Premiers'  Conference,  q.,  10785,  11787,  11788 

Prime  Minister,   Congratulations,  obs.,  3735 

Printing,   q.,  4^10 

Printing  Committee's  Report,  m..  9298 
Printing.  Office,  Temporary  Employes,  adj., 

7540 

Private  Members*  Business,  q.,  8926 
Privilege :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  q., 

9844;  m.,  9953,  10137,   10129,   "70>i   i  > 

10075-7,  10401 
Public  Service  : 

Examinations,  7549 

Increments,  q.,  7026,  7171,  9581 

Regrading  of,  tf.,  10653 

Transferred  Officers  :  Pensions,  a.,  9481 
Public  Service  Act,  Amendment  of,  q,,  lojio 
Quebec  Celebrations,  obs.,  9474 
Questions   without    Notice,   q.,    10080,  11707, 

11744.  "793  .       „     „         ,  - 
Rabbit  Destruction,  Dr.  Daaysi  s  Experiments, 

abs.,  6530 
Rabbit  Pest,  4519 
Roosevelt.  President,  10757 
School  Children,  Medical  Inspection,  q.,  3972 
Scottish  Fishermen,  q.,  10965 
Seat   of   Government    Bill,   q..   9952,  11096, 

11703;  3B.,  10311  [See  Federal  Capital) 
Secret  Drugs,   Cures   and   Foods,    m..  7508; 

suffly  (f.o..   9969),  9979;   q.,   0092,  9580, 

9845'  9956,  10309-10,  11159,  iia6i,  11531 
Session,  Business   of,  obs.,  8930;  adj.,  9630, 

10177;  Close  of,  g.,  10180,  11261,  11535-6. 

11703-4;  drf/.,  11784;  q.,  11790 
Shipping  and  Coal  Combine,  q.,  3971 
Shipping  Ring,  British,  q.,  10785-6 
Sittines  of  House,  m..  38,  6131,  6506,  8S63;  q.. 

6416,  6417,  6676,  6739 
South  Seas,  German  Navy^.  11628 
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Deakio,  Hod.  A. — continued. 
StaodiDg  Orders,  q.,  6431,  6834 
State  Borders,  Hospitals  near,  q.,  9194 
States  Debts,  q.,  9764,  10700,  i09iS4 
Stock  Quarantine,  f.,  3732 
Suez  Canal  Dues,  loiSi 
Sunshine  Harvester  Works,  q.,  7463 
Sunsbioe  Railway  Collision,  obs.,  10482 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3).  m.,  5786 
Supply  ; 
Parliament,  8964,  11300 
External    AOairs     (Administration),  92&^> 
9404,  9406,  9413,  948a;  (Executive),  9485; 
(London      Offices),      9489 ;  (Historical 
Records),    9490 ;    (Papua),    9491,  9496, 
9513 ;   (Miscellaneous),    95151   9518,  9530, 
9627,  9688,  9714,  9725;    (Mail  Service, 
Pacific    Islands),    11360,    11361;  (Repa- 
triated Australians),  I1364 
Treasury  (#.«.,  996^),  9979 
Works    and    Buildings    (Defence),  '  11408, 
11410,  11417 
Supreme  Courts  :  Reciprocity,  q.,  10075 
Surplus    Revenue,    Monthly    Balances,  adj., 

II736;    q.,  II741 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  y.,  11788,  11789;  com. 

(commencement),  11802 ;  obs.,  11W3 
Tahiti,  3734 
Tariff  : 

Alteration  of  Duties,  Transmission  of  News 


to  England,  q.,  9476-7 
Confectionery  Duties,  q.. 


5*39 


Consideration  by  Senate,  q.,  5131,  6023 
Fodder  Duties,  5.,   5239,  6355 
Hat  Mill  Machinery,  q.,  6676 
Kerosene  Duty,  q.,  7298,  7299,  7414,  7458 
New  Protection,  a.,  88t6 
New  South  Wales,   Industrial  Prosperity, 

€•»  6677 
Preference,  j.,  11703 
Referendum,  q.,  11326 
Reopening  of,  q.,  11789 
Western  Australian  Parliament,  Resolnlion 

by,  q-  5690 
Wheat,  Re-importatioD  of,  q.,  6099 
Wire-netting,   Seizure  of,  y.,  4309 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Candles,  4993 
Coffee,  5261 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  itiga 
Governors'  Stores,  7419 
Sirippex  HaTrestcn,  657%  , 
{Set  Cnttoms  Tariff  Bill) 
Tenders,  British  Preference,       to6o8,  11535. 
1 1637 

Tobacco    Industry,    Nationalization    of,  q., 
10752 

Trade  Union  Legislation,  q..  11704 
Transcontinental    Railway  :    Brennan  Mono 

Rail,  q.,  8927 
Transferred  Properties,  j.,  11703 
Trawler,  q.,  5238 
Treasurer,  Pressure  on,  q.y  11707 
Victorian  Coal  Mines,  q.^  7028 
Victoria,   Population  and    Representation  of, 

q.,  10484 

Victorian    Railways,   Electrification    of,  q., 
6727 

Western  Australia : 

Proposed  New  State,  q.,  11741 

Settlers  in,  q.,  9766 
Wireless  Teleeraphy,  11329 
Women's  Work  Evh-'^iiiou,  4646 ;  adj., 

4955 


d*  Lar^o,  Senator  Hon.  H.,  Weitem  AhS' 
tralia : 

Address-in-Reply>  m.,  250 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Parliament),  10286, 
10287 ;  (External  Affairs),  10291,  10295  > 
(Attorney •General),  10303 ;  (Home  Affairs), 
10304,  10307,  10309 ;  (Postmaster-General), 
10390,  3R.,  10306 

Australia,  Map  of,  supply,  10307  \  Advertising, 
q..  11303 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
4604 ;  com.  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documents],  5028;  ad.  ref.,  5190 

bookkeeping  Period,  supply,  6306 

Bounties,  address,  25a 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  2^29;  com.  (tobacco  leaf], 

4256;  (iish,  preserved),  426.^ 
British  Goods,  Certificates  of  Value,  m.,  1963 
Business : 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  586 
Cables,  supply,  1952 

Coastal  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  m..,  13111 
Collins,  Captain,  supply,  10395 
Commonwealth    Mail    Steamers,    m.,    3311 ; 
expl.,  2941 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation  by 
States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  1050 

Conciliation  and  Arbitxation  Court,  supply, 
10303 

Customs  Tariff  BUI,  is.,   7549;    m.,  11683. 
Schedule : 

Artificial  PlanU,  Fruits  and  Flowers,  8351 

Bananas,  7840,  7868 

Candles,  7710 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9269 

Casks,  Barrels,  &c.,  9644 

Coffee  and  Chicoiyj  7773 

Corks,  9936 

Earth  and  Rock  Cutting  Machinerv,  &c., 
8787. 8791.  8797  ^  ^  , 

Electrical  Machinerv  and  Farts  thereof, 
8801,  8804,  8873,  8874,  8876 

Engines,  n.e.i.,  8666,  8668,  8671.  8673,  8680, 
8691,  8695 

Fish,  7805 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7809 

Furniture,  n.e.i.,  9364 

Glass,  bent,  bevelled,  &c.,  8485,  84S8 

Gloves,  8393;  cons,  req.,  10937 

Graphite  or  Plumbago,  8373 

Hops,  7948 

Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9083 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8563 

Locomotives,  Traction  and  Portable,  8663 

Machinery,  Machines  and  Madiine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  8703 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8735  if'O., 

8749) 

Matches  and  Vestas,  8004 

Motive  Power    Machinery    and  Appliances 

(except  electric),  8626,  86,i8  {p.o.,  8645) 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8324 
Oils,   8409,   8413,   8438,   8446,   8448;  cons. 

req.,  11327,  11331,  11333 
Paints  and  Colours  {p.o.,  8458),  8460 
Piece  Goods,  cons,  req.,  11595 
Rails,  &c.,  9069 
Socks  and  Stockings,  8335 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  9936;  eons,  req., 
11318 

Stone  and  Marble,  8544*  8S47 

T.-inks,  S615 
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de  Lusie,  Senttor  Hon.  H. — ttmtimud. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— £Dftfiiiire<;. 
Tea,  Sill 

Timber,  9439,  9471,  9541,  9546  {f.o,,  9549, 

9552);  eons.  req..  11256 
Vegetables,  dried,  7879 
Vehicles,  9^25,  9828,  9829 
Works  of  Art,  9936 

Defence  Bill,  an.,  5673 

Defence  : 
Cadet  System,  m..  5981 
Coastal  Defence  Vessels,  f ,2179 
Naval  Experts,  Report  of,  q„  546b 
Uniforms,  q.,  5859,  6295 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
JR.,  5592 ;  com,  (qualifications  and  vacan- 
cies),   5663 ;    reeom.    (petitions  pending), 

577°.  5779 
Electoral  Office,  suffty,  10304 

Excise  Tariff  (AericuUural   Hacbinery)  Act, 

Eicisc'  'f'ajiff  Procedure  Bill,  recom..  5383 
Immigration,  address,  256 
Immigration  Leagues,  q.,  8230-1 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  svf^y.   10291 ; 

q.t  12101 
Imperial  Conference,  addrestt  259 
Industrial  Awards,  q.,  8103,  8154 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  sB.,  12016 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sumy 

BUI,  address,  251 ;  q.,  932 ;  com.  (power  to 

survey  route),  14813;  3K.,  169S 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  smffiy,  12144 
Land  Tax,  address,  254 
Lighthouses,  supfly,  10309,  1 3145 
London   Offices   of   Commonwealth,  su^y, 

loags 

Maitland  Coal  Miners,  adj.,  8357 
Mails  : 

European  Service,  ».,  6204 
Western  Australia,  North-west  Coast,  supfly, 
10396 

Marine  Surveys,  m.,  650;  supply,  5880,  5884; 

q..  7702,  8868,  11S64,  11985 
Neild,  Senator  Colonel,  Personal  Explanation 

by,  P.O.,  8037 
North-West  Coast,  Survey  of,  q.,  7702,  11864 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  2R.,  10057 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  251 
Parliament       House  :       Entertainment  of 

Strangers,  q.,  6059 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3II.,  2193 
Patents  Act,  q.,  91^9 
Personal  explanation,  7843 
Postal  Department  : 

Administration,  suffly,  7549 

Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry,  adj.,  gcag 
Portiqral,  Assassination  of  King  and  Crown 

Prince,  q..  7794,  7795 ;  expl..  7843 
Printing  Committee,  ad  ref,,  8226 
Privilege  : 

Select  Committee  on  Procedure,  m.,  10010, 
10259 

Preferential  Freight  Charges,  q.,  650 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  260 
Public  Service  : 

Leave  of  Absence,  supply,  10390 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  4409;  torn,  (provisions), 

6078,  6085 
Questions,  p.o..  8154 

Revenue  Losses,  Tasmania  and  Western  Ant* 
tralin,  q.,  8365 


de  Largie,  Senator  Hon.  H. — eemtinued. 
Senate  : 

Adjournment  of,  m.,  6399,  7788 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  &k)9 

Rights  of,  ods.,  1 1683 

Standing  Orders  Committee,        35,  38 
Socialism,  address,  25a,  255 
Sagar  Industry  ; 

Cane  Fields,   Labour  in,   q..  5367,  5368, 
5370,  5560;  5369 
Supply  Bill  (No.  r)  igo8-9,  (schedule)  12144, 

I2I4S 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  cam.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 1944;  ad.  rep.,  195a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  2K,  5879;  cem.^  Schedule, 

5884.  5885 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4)  ik.,  6306 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  at.,  11886 

Sweating  in  Queensland  and  Tasmaniaa  In- 
dustries, address,  258 

Tasmania,  Survey  of  Coast,  supply,  5885 ; 
q..  11985 

Tobacco  Industry  Combine,  Action  of.  adj., 
2040 

Transcontinental  Railway,  q.,  7541,  7927,  8505 
Usher  of  Black  Rod.  tup^y,  10286,  10287 

Dobson,  Sanator  Hon.  H.,  Tamania  : 

Agriculture,  Department  of,  8482 

AppropriaUon  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill. 
2S.,  3910;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3at3; 
(External  Affairs),  4071 

Australian  Industries  Preservatim  Bill,  2t., 
4504;  com.  (persons  to  answer  questions  and 
produce  documenu).  5021,  5090^  (production 
of  documents),  5111 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (^iplication  of 
State  laws),  670,  672,  1^5,  uj&s;  (protection 
of  banker  paying  fraudulently  altered 
cheque),  3198,  2205,  2206,  8S08,  2209; 
recons.  (State  Stamp  Duty),  2291 

Bounties  Act,  q.,  9138 

Bounties  Bill  :  sr.,  2434;  com.  (approprialioa), 
2766,  2767,  2768;  (bounties),  2769;  (offences 
against  Act),  2774;  (notice),  2777,  a783,  2786; 
(schedule)  (cotton),  2864,  2867,  2872,  3069: 
(New  Zealand  flaxl,  3075,  3157  j  (jute),  3165; 
(sisal  hemp),  3267;  (copra),  3397 ;  (rice, 
uncleaned),  3471,  :1474>  3487 ;  (rubber), 
,  3562;  (fish,  preserved),  4275;  (dates).  4383 
Business,   Order  of,   m.,    5395 ;   Conduct  of, 

«»^;-.  7563 

Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxatios 

by  States  of  Commonwealtn  salaries),  Qt6. 

«S79;  3»-.  1827 
Compulsory  Voting,  q.,  650 
Cotton  Production,  q.,  650 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  2R.,  2553 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,  7613;  c«m.,  Sche>lule  : 

Bananas,  7853 

Blankets,  8233,  8234 

Bottles,  n.e.i^  8500 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9267 

Carpets,  8273 

Chums,  &c.,  8581 

Confectionery,  7727,  7740,  7741,  7744 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  8281 

Earth  and  Rock  Cutting  Hachiaerx-,  &c., 

8796 
Fish,  7783 

Furniture,  n.e.i.,  9354  (^^^^.1^ 
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Dobion,  Senator  Hoo.  H. — eontmutd. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — eontitaud. 
Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  or  manufactured, 

{PO;    7904).    7?ci,  7914 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets^  0320,  8333 
Machinery,   Machines,  and  Machine  Tools, 

n.e.i.,  8707,  8730-1 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  a.e.i.,  8704,  8729; 

(t-c.  8749),  8751,  8758 
Matches  and  Vestas,  7971,  7993 
Motive   Power   Machinery   and  Appliances 

(escepl  Electric),  8627,  8653 
Oilmen  s  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8060 
Oils  [f.o..  8395),  8397,  8447.  8449 
Onions,  7887 
Paints  and  Colours,  S457 
Parasols,  Sunshades,  and  Umbrellas,  8336 
Printing  Boiler  Cgmposition,  8531 
Spices,  8099 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  7718 
Stone  and  Marble,  8545 
Timber,  9426,  04^ 
Type,  Printers',  8764,  8769,  8773 
Weighing  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8634 
Wire  Netting,  Q167 
Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9571) 
Defence  : 

Barracks  and  Rifle  Ranges,  stiffly,  3933 
Expenditure,  supfij,  3933 
Government     Policy,    q.,    5560 ;  supfly, 
8997-8 

Torpedo  Boats,  Tenders  for,  q.,  1938,  3179 
Defence  Act  Amendment  Bill,  m.,  1330;  iMf 

and  II.,  1814,  3B.,  3873 
Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Relevancy  of  Amend- 
ment (Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 

Survey  Bill),  15 14 
Disputed    Elections   and    Qualifications  BUI 

exfl.,  3796;  adj.,  5781 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com,  (assessors),  5119; 

(employment  of  counsel),  513a ;  reeem.,  5386 
Federal  Capital,  nffly,  1835,  6331 
Federal  Expenditure,  stiffly,  1833 
Finance,  State  and  Federal,  746 
Fitherks  Conference,  f.,  3844 
Hardie,  Mr.  Keir,  4245 
High  Commissioner,  ntffty,  1834 
High  Court : 

Appeals  to,  q.,  839 
Judiciary  Bill,  aK.,  853;  com.  (appellate  juris- 

diction),  942,  949 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey, 

i-t,  8aai 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  J.,  932;  f.o.,  1023;  M...  tt.^;  com-t 
(power  to  survey  route),  1471,  14190,  1505, 
1507;  (construction  of  railway),  1513 

Life  Assurance  and  Old-age  Pensions,  Com- 
pulsory, w.,  4174 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  stiffly, 
4071 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  g.,  5746;  m.,  630a 
Navigation  Bill,  g.,  8154,  8285.  8864 
New  Protection,  suffly,  6328,  7706 
Northern  Territory,  suffly,   1835 ;  q.,  S554, 
8616 

Old-age  Penuons,  suffly^  1835 
OpQosition,  The,  luffly,  6338 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3506 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    a>.,  3097, 
3099;  3«.,  3180 


Dobson,  Senator  Hon.  H. — tomtimud. 
Postal  Department : 
Cabinet  Committee  of    Inquiry    mto  Ad- 
ministration, adj.,  9534 
Public  Service : 
Classification  and  Promotion,  f.,  8365,  869S, 
9742 

Public  Service  Commiasioaer,  3365 
Quarantine,  0.,  C367 

Quarantine  Bill,  A.,  4403 ;  torn,  (parts), 
5304;  (State  aid  in  carrying  out  Act),  5306; 
(vessels  to  carry  disinfecting  apparatu^i 
5994 ;  (provisions),  6069,  6077,  £078,  6086 

Questions,  f.o.,  8156,  8231 

Senate  : 

Members'      Papers,     Accommodatioo  for, 
suffly,  8983 

President  of.  First,  3368 

Vacancy    in   South   Australia,   exfl.,  3796; 
Committee's  Report,  m.,  4808 
Session,  Business  of,  q.  7796 
Stripper  Harvesters,  q.,  2055 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  iR.,  1833;  schedule  (Post 

and  Telegraph  Department),  1951 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  IK.,  6328 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com.,  schedule  (The  Par- 

liamcnt),  898^,  (Defence),  8997 
Tariff  : 

Duties,  Refunds  of.  q,,  59S0 

Passing  of,  q.,  3364,  4035,  4580 

Statistics,  q.,  7570 
Tasmania,  Cable  Communication  with,  suffly^ 

1951  ;  q..  3179,  2406,  4470,  5559,  7623 
Telegrams,  Delivery  of,  q.,  7623,  7703 
Tobuco  Industry  : 

Combine,  Action  of,  adj.,  3041 
Trawler,  q.,  8330 

Weather  Te  orecasts :  Tasmania,  q.,  7568 

adwwds,  Hon.  R.,  Oxieif  : 

Arrowroot  and  Cornflour,  increased  duty,  feti- 
tien,  1180 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule)  (cotton],  1073, 
(rice),  119s 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  at.,  733 
Mail   Service   to  Europe,   fetiiion,    1086 ;  q,, 

5416.  5S«>.  5690;  «.  6Soa 
Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  q.,  (93 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  c»m.  (amount 

of  allowance),  3008 
Post  Office,  Northam.  suf^y,  353^ 
State  referendum  at  Federal  elections,  Bible 

reading  in  Slate  schools,  adj.,  3970 
Sugar  Bounty,  q.,  3399 
Supoly  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraphs), 

.1538 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Apparel  and  Altire,  articles  n.e.i.,  5633 

Bananas,  5340 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 

Corn  Flour,  5351 

Fancy  Goods,  7141,  7143 

Feathers  (undressed),  5638 

Fish,  5372 

Glass,  6912,  6927,  6q32 
Jewellery,  Imitation  Gold,  &c.,  7147 
Leather,  Rubber,  and  Composition  Belting, 
7168 

Manufactures  of  Paper,  7302,  7331 

D,glt,ze.  by  Google 
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Edwards,  Hon.  R. — continued. 
TarifF  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued, 

Pftints  and  Colouii,  6887 

Piece  Goods,  5813,  ^qso 

Sheepwashei,  6981 

Socks  and  Stockings,  5931 

Timber,  undressed,  7051 

Tool  Handles,  713a,  7123 

Trimmings  and  Ornaments,  5938 
Telegraphic  Delays,  later-State,  g.,  4647 

BwiBg,  Hon.  T.  T.,  itiehmotui  : 

Bouchard,    Commodore,    Reception  of, 
9099,  9299 

Coal  Lumpers*  Strike,  New  South  Wales  i 
Speech  of  Minister  at  Lithgow.  g.,  772  , 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  t20j6t 
13083;  ^"f"-  (appropriation),  12094 

Defence  : 

Adamstown  Militia,  Dismissal  of,  g.,  9581; 

Rifle  Ran^e,  g.,  10077 
Administration,  suffly,  10099;  "793 
Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  3236;  sufflyt 

3610 

Albany  Forts,  q.,  9845 

Ammunition,  Defective,       2235,  3422,  3621, 
3733,  7117 

Appointments :  Advice  of  Experts,  suf^y, 
10087 

Armament  Artificers,  q.,  2450 
Arsenal  :  New  Garden  City,  q.,  9767 
Artillery  Practice  at  Nairne,  f.,  10701 
Artillery  Ranges,,  3453;  q.,  6024 

Bayonets,  q.,  4842 

Bendi^o  Infantry  Battalion,  q.,  1867 

Buley,  F.  W.,  suffly,  11390 

Cadet  Donds,  q.,  53^9 

Cadet  Corps,  q..  11181 

Cadets  Instructional  Corps,  q.,  988 

Cndet  Uniforms,  j.,  23,  11793;  adj.,  192 

Cadets,    q..    3586,    3936.    5329,    6228,  6674, 

909O1  10131,  11792 ;  Bendigo,  nog? 
Cadets,  Physical  Examination,  q.,  7348;  suf- 

fly.  10083 

Commander  Colquhoun  and  Engineer  Clark- 

son.  q..  1749,  1750 
Cordite  Factory,  tuftty.  3737.  3738.  11417: 

q.,  8Sr8,  9389,  ri329 
Corowa  Cadet  Corps,  q.,  5328 
Cox,  Colonel,  Case  of,  sufflyt  10100-2;  q., 

11386 

Crimean  and   Indian  Mutiny  Veterans, 

11792-3,  11920,  12040 
Crouch,  Captain,  Case  of,  q,,  11703 
DerwcQt  Infantry  Kefliment,  f.,  2122 
Discharge   Fees,         9685,  IIO97 
Empire  Rifle  Matches,  11019 
European  Military  Systems,  q..  234; 
Field  Artillery  Force,  y.,  11261 
Field    Artillery    Guns,    q.^-  9479,    10077  > 

suffly,  10082 
Field  Artillery  Ranges,  o.,  1595,  1596 
Government  Policy,  suffly.  3606,  10001-3; 

q.,    1087,   8812,  8813,  8sw6,  8927,  9009; 

Criticism  of,  q.,  xi702-3,  11743*  I2040, 

12041 

Guns,   Lights  and  Emplaoements,  smffty, 
,  3447*  3741.  3748 
Hanks,  Lance-Sergeant,  q.,  1976 
Harbor  Defence,  9479 
Heidelberg  Camp,  tf.,  7248,  7297 
Imperial  Defence  Cominittee's  Report, 
588 


Ewing,  HtBi.  T.  T. — eeniimued. 
Defence — eentinued. 

Instructional  StafF  Commisuons,  q..  11793 

King's  Regulations,  SB3 

Lang,    Bombardier,   q.,   2314;   adj.,  2344; 

f-,  3348 
Le  Mesurier,  Col.,  q.,  11793 
Light  Horse  Brigade  Camp,  q.,  6595 
Light   Horse,   New  "  Service "  Bridle, 

385a 

Majors*  Examination,  q.,  6232 

Marriage  R^ulations,  q.,  4311 

Married  Establishment,  989 

Medical  Examination,  q.,  4310,  4748 

Medical  Reserve  Corps,  q.,  6968,  10609 

Military  Appointments,  4200 

Military  Board,  q.,  1977,  3589,  3972,  7458; 

suffly,  3606 
Military  Boots,  9478 
Military  Bridles,  9389 
Military  Staff  Clerks,  10789 
Military  Correspondence,  q.,  1089 
Military  Engineer,  q.,  3997 
Military   Forces,   Daily   Rations,  q.,  4927, 

5240;  Training  of,        6025;  Enlistment, 

q.,  7249;  Oath  of  Fidelity,  q.,  9299 
Military  Instructors,  Sydney,  q.,  2123 
Military    Officers,    Unifomu,    q.,    10401 ; 

Statements  in  Paxliament,  q.,  12043 
Military  Promotions,  q.,  975,  5600,  6494; 

^my.  5795 
Military  Regulations,  9192 

Military  Stores,  q.,  7116 

Military  Garrison  Artiller;,  Wettero  Dis- 
trict, q,,  10464 

Militia  Officers,  Active  Service  by,  aiaa. 
2234,  2996 

Morris*  Tubes,  f.,  9478 

Musketry  Returns,  q.,  3735,  3972 

Navy,  q..  4411 

Naval  Agreement,        12040,  12041 
Naval  Depdt,  q.,  8938;  adj.,  9040 
Naval  Forces,  Medals  for,  q.,  9953 ;  Retir- 
ing Age,  q.t  7116,  10462 
Naval  Shipbuilding  Yard,  q.,  10484 
New    Sonu    Walei   Easter   Encampment ; 
Tzanspott  deiayi,  q.,  10484 

Ninth  Australian   Light   Horse,  9194, 

11385,  12 156 
Non-Commissiooed  Officers,  q.,  11930-1 
Northern  Rifle  Association,  10080 
Officers'  Alien  Servants,   q.,   10750,  11627, 

13156-7 

Officers'  Allowance  for  Quarters,  q.,  10077 
Ordnance  Equipment,  suffty,  3612 
Pensions,  q.,  11386 
Recruits,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11920-1 
Reserve  Officers,  q.,  4519 
Rifle     Association     Competitions,   q.,  2995, 
3621 

Rifle  Clubs,  Accommodation  for,  q.,  9585 ; 
Country,  q.,  11158;  West  Shelbourne,  8926 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly.  3451;  q.,  5329,  6228; 
Buffalo  Hill,  9009,  10701 ;  Parramalta, 
suffiy,  IOI03 ;  Ryde,  tuffly,  10103 :  Klem- 
ington,  q.,  10609,  i<)^53>  Singleton,  f., 
10701 

Rifles  and  Ball  Cartridges,  q.y  9478 
Rifles,   Supply   of,   q.,  1753,   2995,  5237, 
11920;  Re-boring  of,  f/rM79^„l„ 
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Ewing,  Hon.  T.  T. — continued. 
De  fence — eoniinued. 

Royal   Australian   Artillery,  Bombardiers; 

q.,  2348 ;  Commanding  Officers,  q.,  3691 ; 

Interruption  of  Training  Operations, 

9686;  Increases,  g.,  11793 
Russell,  Lieut.,  q.,  175a,  1976 
School  Cadets,  Second  Battalion,  q.,  1089 
Secret  Information,  g,,  13156-7 
Sbergold,  Bombardier,  q,,  9955 
Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factory,  q., 

158,  3621,  6023,  6356,  6419,  9389;  sufflyt 

3678,  3683,  5796,  11792;  adj.,  743 
Tenders,  suf-fiy^  10083 ;  q..  10608 
Thursday  Island  Fort,  Explosion  at, 

10750,  11637,  13040;  suffly,  11369-70 
Torres  Strait,  suffly,  11369 
Training  Groimds  for  Troops,  suffly,  3453 
Ulverstone  Rifle  Range,  q.,  3449 
Uniforms,  q..  11056 

Victorian    £aster    Encampment,    q.,  9581, 
10609,  10787;  Cadets   Food   Supply,  q., 
9055;  Payment  of  Militia,  q..  9581,  9955; 
Unattached  Officers,  q.,  10080;  Transport 
Delays,        10484,  11097,  11183 
Victorian  Scottish  Regiment,  q.,  623a 
Victorian  Torpedo  Practice,  q.,  3269,  3421 
War  Vessels,  Order  for,  q.,  1749 
Williamstown  Rifle  Butts,  q.,  9581 
Wounded  Soldiers,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11791 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7498 
"  Pairs,"  exfl,,  6794 
Supply  : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  loooi, 
1008a,  10083,  ioo87t  10099;  (Compensa- 
tion), 1 1 390 

Home  Affairs,  11369 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3447,  3451* 
3453.  3606.  36".  3678,  i&a,  3737, 

374«»  3748»  "417 

Supply  Bill  {No.  3),  OT.,  5705 
Union  Jack,  q.,  10969 

Women's  Exbibiticm,  Rifle  Matches,  q„  6673 

Falrbairn,  Mr.  G.,  Fau-kmr 

Address-in-RepIy,  105 

Adult  Military  Trabing>  m.,  2260 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(persons  to  answer  questions  and  produce 

documents),  0197;  3»-.  9590 
Uanking  Legislation,  address,  106 
•Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule),  (cotton),  1071; 

(mohair),  1095;  (sunflower  seed),  1187;  (fish), 

1393;   reeam.     (specification   of  bounties), 

1381 ;  3"-. 

Budget,  3989,  3999 
Business,  Order  of,  «.,  3797 
Cable  Code,  g.,  9842 

Customs  TariflE  Bill,  com.   req.    (Sago  and 
Tapioca),  10499;  (Mustard),  lo^;56;  (Socks 
and    Stockings),    10645;    (Oils),  10883; 
(Leather),    11069;     (Insecticides),  11564 
[See  Tariff  Resolutions  Customs) 
Defence ; 
Cadets,  q.,  9090 
Military  Bayonets,  q.,  4842 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  3001 
Electoral  Departments,  q.,  3300 
Electoral  Reform,  address,  10s 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  q., 

6130,  6329;  adj.,  6356 
Federal  Capital,  address^  107 

r.6960.— B 


Guarantee,  q.. 


Fatrbaim,  Mr.  G. — continued. 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  9584 
Immigration,   Btidget,   2990,   3992,  3000; 
10877 

Iron  Industry,  Budget,  3004 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  m.,  61S 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,       10876,  10969 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2991;  q.,  10077' 
London  Offices,  suffly,  3648,  3671 
Mail    Contract    Cancelled  :  Gua 

8816 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com. 

(schedule),  13178 
New  Protection,  9584 
Northern  Territory,  address,  106 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  3005 
ParliunentBxy   Allowances    Bill,    m.,  1889; 

e9m.  (amount  of  allowance),  1994 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (refusal 

to  answer  questions),  12071 
Postal  Administration,  suffly,  10136-9;  m.s.o., 
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Postal  Officials  as  Reluming  Officers,  q.,  706 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5134,  5166,  5356 
Quarantine  Bill,  2K. ,   553 ;    com.   (scope  of 
guaxantioe),  14091  (examination  of  imported 
animals),  1767;  eont.  amdts.,  8958 
States  Debts,  Budget,  3003 
Supj)ly  : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10136 
Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3592 ;  (Ex 
teroal  Affairs),  3648,  3671 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sr.,  11808 

Tariff,  suffly,  3989,  2999 

Bottles  and  Cases,  daty  on,  q.,  5496 
Goods,  consumption   and    manufacture  of, 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4103 
Ammonia,  6969 
Arms,  6038 
Barley,  5346 
Blue,  4783 
Candles,  4946,  5134 
China  and  Porcelain,  6897 
Combined  Com  Sheller,  Husker,  and  Bag 
ger,  6566 

Confectionery,  5165,  5335,  5255,  5256 
Droppers,  6831 
Fish,  5270 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5436 
Insecticides,  cons,  req.,  11 564 
Leather,  ccns.  req.,  11069 
Machinery  and  Machine  Tools,  Ac,  6745 
Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6104 
Malt,  S44S 

Mustard,  eons,  req.,  10550 
Nails,  6617 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10883 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10499 

Saws,  n.e.i.,  6753 

Sheepwashes,  6988 

Soap,  5545 
'  Socks  and  Stockings,  cans,  req.,  T0645 

Stearine  and  Paraffine,  ^136 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6683 

Wire  Netting,  4577 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4315  ^  , 

Glucose,  4641  DigitizedbyUOOgle 
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Fairbaim,  Mr.  G. — eontinmei. 
TclephoDcs  : 

Line  Repairers,  q.,  12152 

Rates,  Anomalies  io,  adj.^  984 
Waaes  Boards,  Budget^  2991 
Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  f.,  11018 

Flndlay,  Senator  B.,  Victoria: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  1907-S;  schedule 

J Home  Affairs),  11617 
dress-in-RepIv,  m.,  354 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  7787,  11312 
Agricutturat   Implement  Wttrkers,   q.,  5177; 

€xfl..  5466;  ad},^  5494  {  mffly,  6304 
American  Fleet,  q.,  11470 
Appropriation   Bill,  torn.   (External  Affairs), 
10290,     10302;     (Attorney-General),  10303; 
(Treasury),  10370 
Appropriation    (Works   and    Buildiogs)  Bill. 
^B.)  3921 ;  com.  schedule  (Trade  and  Cus* 
toms),  3931;  (Defence),  4043;  (Postmuter- 
General),  4047,  4048,  405r,  4058 
Australia,  Advertising  of,  g.,  11302 
Aostralian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  tuf^y,  10302 
Australian  Industries  Presemtion  Bill,  aR.» 

of  Exchange  Bill,  mm.  (good  faith), 
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Boot  Machinery  Trust,  q.,  8a8,  934 
Bounties  Bill :  as.,  2643 ;  com.  (appropriation), 
2765;  (schedule)  (cotton),  2960;  (New  Zea- 
land flax),  3071,  3077;  f.».,  3149;  (jute), 
3168,  3261;  (copra),  3398;  (rice,  uncleaned), 
3478;  Tnibber),  3563 ;  (coffee),  3710;  (tobacco 
leaf)  If.o.,  4163),  4169,  4254  i  recom.  (to- 
bacco leaf),  4900 
Bulgarian  Immigrants,  8075 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  486 
Chinese,  Influx  of,  p.,  7937;  o^/.,  9008 
Coal  Comhine,  36^ 
Coast  Defence  A|^ropnation  Bill,  at.,  12107 
Colonial  Oil  Company,  action  of,  ^f.^  2787 
Commerce  Act,  suffty,  6353 
Commonwealth,    Advertising    Resources  of, 

suffly,  5886,  6348,  6349 
Commonwealth  Gatelte,  stiffly,  10390 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 
by  States  of  Commonwealth  salaries),  1043, 

1054.  >S76 
Confectionery  Trade,  adj.,  3406 

'*  Contingencies,"  suffly,  1948,  1950,  195a 
Contract  Immigrants,  q.,  650,  830 
Cniloms  Lanndi,  Sydney,  suffly,  39}! 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,   ik.,  7550;  11679; 
Schedule ! 

Adding  and  Computing  Machines,  8625 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticnltnral 
Machinery  and  Implements,  o.e.i.,  S574 
Ammonia,  9245,  9247;  (#.».,  9249,  9150) 
AntioMny,  9171 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8309 
Artificial  Plants.  Flowers,  and  Fruits,  8350 
Bags  and  Sacks,  8318 
Bananas,  7853,  ^873 
Basketware,  a.e.i.,  9572. 
Bicycles,  Sec,  9817 
Biscuits,  7672 
Carpets,  826  q 

Coffee  and  Chicory,  7763,  7772 
Confectionery,  7729 
Cycle  Farts,  9824 


Findley,  Senator  £. — comtinutd. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— <«»/tmM^. 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  8888,  9045, 

9048,  9049,  9052,  9061;  cons,  res-'  «0949» 

10955,  ix«)6 
Electncal   Hadkinery   and   Parts  thereof. 

8799,  {f.e.,  88ro),  8873,  8877 
Electrotypes  and  Stereotypes,  9168,  9169 
Engines,  n.e.i.,  868r 
Explosives,  9927 
Fish,  7806 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  780S,  7810,  9948 
Furniture,  n.e.i.,  9362,  9384 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  &(9a 
GloTca,  ^94 

Grain  and   Pulse   (prepared   or  manufai^ 

turedh  7896.  7903 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  8309 
Hogsheads,  second-hand,  9646,  9647,  9648 
Hops,  7947. 
Iron  Pipes,  ftc,  9080 
Lantern  Slides,  ftc,  9931,  9933 

If***.  9<73.  9»74,  9J70 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  o.e.i.,  {f.o.,  8748* 

Manures,  99 A,  9917 

Matches  and  Vestas,  79S0,  8000,  8007 

Meats,  Poultry,  and  Game,  8017 

Milk.  8035 

Nails,  8605 

NuU,  8032,  8034,  8035 
Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  8056 
Oils,  8437 
Onions,  7885 
Paint  Boxes,  9654 

Paints  and  Colours.  8450,  8453,  8457,  8461, 

8462,  8469 

Paper,  9680,  9681,  9683,  9743.  9744,  9745, 
9749.  9758,  9759.  9760.  98<»i  980a;  "w- 
ret-t  11311,  11313 
Paper  Patterns,  9807 
Perambulators,  ftc,  9833 
Piece  Goods,  8120,  8124,  8149,  8160,  8x761 
8190 

Printers'  Matrices,  9168,  9169,  9801,  9803 
Printing  Ink,  9803,  9804,  9806 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8520 
Rails,  &c.,  9066 

Rice,  8072;  eons,  reg.,  1087a,  X0930 
Rice  Root,  76^ 
Sago  and  lapioca,  7659 
Slipper  Forms,  9663 
Socks  and  Stockings,  8343 
Sparkling  Wine,  7035 
Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  ftc,  7713 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8582 
Tanks,  8613 

Tea,  8103,  8105,  8113,  8x14 
Timber,  947X,  (#.*.,  9551),  9553,  9555;  e»ms. 

req.,  ii6ot 
Tobacco,  manufactured.  7636,  7643 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  7640 
^pe,  Printers',  8765,  8770 
Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  8336,  8337, 

833».  8333 
Weighiag  Machines,  n.e.i.,  8023. 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  9^,  9568 
Wigs,  8153 
Wire  Netting,  9158 

Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9574*  9576 
Defence  : 
Berringa  Rifle  Club,  q.,  2616,  5978, 
Brisbane  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  4043 
Guides.  Corps^of,  «^^j(g^[^ 
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Fiadley,  Senator  E. — continued. 

Defence — continued. 

Thursday   Island,   suffly,    1950;    Gun  Ex< 

plosion,         1 1678 
Warlike  Stores,  suffly,  900-1- 1 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Relevancy  of  Amend- 
ment (Kalgoor'ie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 
Survey  Bill),  (515;  Admissibility  of  Amjend- 
ment  (Bounties  Bill),  315a;  Admissibility  of 
Request  (Customs  Tanff  Bill),  m-,  9249 

Electoral  Rolls,  suffly,  11617,  11618;  q., 
11984 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  cen..  (Schedule): 

Glucose,  10037 

Tobacco,   manufactured,  n.e.i.,  10019 
Excise  TaTifl   Procedure  Bill,  com.  (employ- 
ment of  counsel),  5123;  recom.,  5380 
Excise    Tariff   (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 
O'i}  -  5758:    ?■>  6189,  6a95;    suf^y.  6304, 
7550 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj..  4616;  f., 
5857,  6189,  6295,  7566 

Federal  Capital,  address^  355 

Higli  Court  : 
Tipstaffs,  suffly,  10303 

Immigration,  q.,  4344;  suffly^  5887 

Immigration  League,  Victoria,  8330 

Invahd  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (in- 
valid persons  disqualifications),  12031,  12032, 
(claimants  to  pensions),  12036,  (cancellation 
of  pension  certificates),  12038 

Kalgoortie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  f.o.,  1029;  2K.,  1355;  ftfM.  (power  to 
survey  route),  i486 

Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  suffly,  8987- 

Laboratory,  suffly,  3931 

Land  Monopolyi  address,  369 

Linotype  Operators,  m.,  3833 

Mailt : 

European  i    Special  Train,  q.,  745 ;  ad}., 
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Pacific  Islands,  Service  to,  suffly,  5885, 
5886 

Hildura  Fruit  Industry,  suffiy,  7550 
Neild,   Senator  CoL,   Personal  Explanation 

by,  ots.t  8oa6 
New  Protection,  adj.,  4617;  q.,  6189,  6395, 

11382;  suffly,  7550 
Northern   Territory,   address,   357;   q.,  828, 

1130 ;   suffly,  1948 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  ax.,  10053 
Opium,  Importation  of,  q.,  745;  Smuggling 

of,  4895;  adj.,  9008 
Opposition,  The,  q.,  5176 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  q.,  3501;  m.,  3504; 

f.a.,  3So6 
Paper  Pulp,  q.,  9631. 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  21.,  21091 
3R.,  2184 

Parliamentary  Gardens,  suffly,  5882 
Parliamentary   Papers  Btll,   com.  (00  actira 

for  libel),  12131 
Parliammtary    Witnesses    Bill,    eem.  (dii* 

obedience  of  summons),  764;  (reusting  ap- 

prehen^on),  765 
Petition,  m.,  7925 
Postal  Department  : 

"Allowance"  Post  Offices,        8617,  8697 

Boy  Labour,  q.,  1470 

New  Sheets,  Postage  on,  q.,  1688 

Post  Offices,  Sites,  suffly,  404S 
Post  Offices ; 

East  Brighton,  q.,  86t6,  8697 
S  a 


Findley,   Senator  E. — continued. 
Printing   Committee,    Report    of.    m.,   68' ; 

{f.o.,  4465),  4467;  ad  ref.,  8223 
Printing  Office,  q..  830,  58^3.  58.S9.  779^  .S. 

8104-5;  suffly,   1947,  4051,  4058,  8988-91, 

10370 

Privilege :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 
m.,  10007;  (^-"-t  10013) 

Public  ■  Service  : 
Clerical  Division,  Transfers  to,  q.,  5176 
Regulations,  m.,  688,  692;  q.,  1684 
Telegraphists  :     Sunday    Work,     q.,  8864 

Remuneration  of  Labour  Definition  Bill,  m 
4841 

Senate,  Rights  of,  ebs.,  11679 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  m.,  26ai 
Statistics,        1130,  1131 
Sogar  Industry  ; 
Foreign  Labour,   Importation  of,  address, 
367 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2).  com.  (issue  and  applica> 

tion),  1943;  (schedule),  1947;  1953 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.    schedule  (Extetoal 

Affairs),  5885,  5886;  'Parliament),  5882 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6304;  com.,  6348-9-sa 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5)  eo*n.  (External  Affairs), 

89S7;    (Treasury),  89SS,  8989;  (Defence), 

8908,  8999,  9000 
Sweating  : 

Tasmanian  Industries,  address,  360 

Victorian  Industries,  address,  364 
Tasmania,  Customs  Revenue,  q.,  3462 
Telephone  Directories,  q.,  11865 
Tobacco  Industry  : 

Combine,   Action    of,  adj.,   2037 ;  m.s.o., 
3050;  m.,  3057 

Employes  in.  q.,  564 
Trawler,  suffly,  3931 
Trusts  in  Australia,  q.,  47a 
United  Kingdom,  PoTerty  in,  address,  358 
Woolf,  Mr.  ToKph,  exfl.,  5466,  5494 
Year-Book,  Printing  of.  q.,  ^yaj 

Plahw,  Hob.  A.,  Wutt  Bay  : 
». 

Address,  adj.,  468 

Adjournment,  Special,  exfl.,  468;  m.,  74a, 

6504,  13202 

Agricultural  Implement  Making  Indnstiy, 
adj.,  1 21 58 

AnUrctic  Expedition,  m.,  7493 

Australia,  Map  of,  adj.,  648 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  A( 
9017;  3s.,  95^ 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule)  (mohair),  1093, 
iioa;  (olives),  1125;  (coffee),  1204,  1217; 
(dates),  1310;  (dried  fruits),  1311,  1316, 
1317,  1318 ;  f.o.,  1312,  1314 ;  (seCOTld 
schedule),  1333;  recom.,  1379;  (appropria- 
tion), i;^;  (specification  of  bounties),  138a; 
(regulations),  1390,  1393;  e9m,  amdte., 

Bravery,  Reward  of,  m.,  697 

Business  : 

Order  of,  m.,  469 ;  adj.,  1083 ;  m.,  3796 

Transaction  of,  suffly.  5787 
Campbell-Banncrman,  Sir  Henry,  Death  of, 

ots.,  10533 
Chairman  of  Committees,  at.,  316 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  13085 
"  Contingencies,"  stiffly,  5787 

Customs  Frauds,  t^r\n\o 
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Fisher,  Hon.  A.—<»iUinued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cans.  req.  (Bags  and 
Sacks),  10571  i  (Oils),  10983, 10994 ;  (Timber), 
II032,  II 126,  I I 150,  I I 153)  11160,  iii6s> 
11569,  11573;  (Stained  Glass  Windows), 
11575,  11577.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (.Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence  ; 
Clerk,  Case  of,  suffly,  5787 
Government  Policy,  ebs.,  7536,  tuffly,  SS28 
Naval  Expenditure,  suffly,  11410 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
as.,  6374;  torn,  (pending  petitions),  638a; 
(Crown  to  pay  costs  in  certain  cases),  f.o., 
6388 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  com. 

(appropriation),  12197,  12198 
Estimates,  suf^y,  6283 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  m.,  11215 

(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise).) 
Excise  TarifF   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

J.,  5801,  5909;  adj.,  6364;  g..  7294 
Federal  Capital,  tuffly,  8829. 
Federal  Expenditure,  suffly,  1778 
Government,  Position  of,  tuffly^  10472 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  9583 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2s.,  11933; 

com.  (qualifications),  11965;  (appeal),  11980 
Kaleoorlie  to  Port  Aagusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  at..  73a 
Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  Death  of,  m., 

11048 

labour  Party,  Resignation  of  Leader,  ffiS; 

5327 

Land  Settlement,  suffly.  8976,  8977 
Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis,  m.,  8819 
iMg  Timber,  Duty  on,  y.,  1715 
London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3649 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6430;  Queens- 
land Subsidy,  suffly,  10249 
Mail  Steamers ;   C^Td  Storage  on,  adj.,  597 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  m.,  5913, 

6033;  2B.,  6133;  com.  (regulations),  12174 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,   m.,  7496 
Old-age  Pensions,  g.,  9298;  9300 
Old-age    Pensions    Appropriation    Bill,  3B., 

Paper,  Printing  of,  m,,  770 
Parliament  : 

Gardens,  suffly,  8966 

Reflections  on  ois.,  10983,  10994 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 

of   allowance),    1993,    1998;  (conscientious 

scruples),  aoii 
Parliamentary  Gardens,  suffly,  8966 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (execution 

of  warrant),  11 781 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  suffly,  9393-4 

Native  Mortality,  suffly,  8977 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.^  Sgj 
Personal  Explanation,  6524 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Ministerial  Statement,  11666 

Royal  Commission  re    Administration,  m., 
10427 ;  suffly,  10472 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  int.,  774 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  456>-3 
Prime  Minister,  Health  of,  adj.,  1083 
Privilege :   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

M.,  loizS 
Public  Service,  tuffly,  8S29 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  m.,  7504 
Pulmonary  Phthisis,  adj.,  1681 


Fisher,  Hon.  A. — eontinued. 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (no  person  to  quit 
vessel),  1718;  (quarantine  surveillance), 
1719,  cent,  amdlt.,  8940 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1327 

Session,  Length  of,  suffly,  8828,  obs.^  8934 

Shipping,  Combine,  adj.,  3946 

Sittings  of  House,  g.t  6417;  m.,  6507;  exfL^ 
6534 

Small  Arms  Factory,  tuffly,  3681 
Standing  Orders,  Suspension  of,  m.,  8863 
Sunshine  Railway  Collision,  obs.,  10483 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8976,  8977, 
9393 

Parliament  (Parliamentary  Gardens),  8966 
Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10249, 
10250 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Tclegrajihs), 
3523;  (External  Affairs),  3649;  (Defence), 
3681,  11410 

Supply  Bill  (No.  r),  m.  {f.c),  83 

Supply  Bill    (No.  i)  1908-9,  12196 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1778;  ad.  ref.,  1874 

Supply  Bill  (No.       m.,  086 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6283 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5)  m.,  8828 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11709 

Tariff  :  q..  1715 

Butter  Boxes,  q.,  7046 
Consideration  of,  m.,  435S 
Petition,  m.,  341b 

Seizure  of  Uncustomed  Goods  by  New  South 
Wales  Government,  q.,  2231 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  f.o.,  4121 
Bags  and  Sacks,  cons,  req.,  10571 
Bananas,  5337 
Blue,  4790 
Carpeto,  5738 
Coffee,  5260 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5740 
Droppers,  6831,  6832 
Engines,  6711 
Glue,  6954,  6956 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5975 
Incandescent  Mantles,  5977 
Iron  and  Steel,  6837,  W40 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6051 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7305,  7209 
Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 
667a 

Oils,  eons,  req.,  10983,  10994 
Piece  Goods  {*.*.,  5849).  5852,  5854 
Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  726a 
Rice  (uncleaned),  5539 
Saccharine,  6975 

Salt,  Gypsum,  and  Manure  Bags,  recom., 
573^ 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  cons,  req.,  11575. 

SteePitimmed  Wheels,  683a 

Stone  and  Marble,  6958,  6962,  6964 

Sugar,  4650,  4666 

Tea  (in  packets)  {f.o.,  5465) 

Timber,    7031,    7028,    7066,    7071,  7079 

(f.e..  7095),  7107,  7108;  cons,  req.,  1102a. 

11126,  11150,  11152,  iti6o,  11105.  ii5l!>9;t 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4141 

Wire  Netting,  if.o.,  44S5.  4575).  4S6i.  4577- 
[See  Customs  Tariff  e^W-X^^I^ 
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Fisher,  Hon.  A. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutioai  (Excite) : 

Golden  Syrup,  4767 

Tobacco,  f.c.f  4305 

{See  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraph  Pole  Dressers,  suffly,  10250 
Telegraphic  Communication  :  Queensland,  q., 

9089 

Townsvilte  State  Election,  suffly.,  aqoz 
Treasurer's  Advance:  Works,  suffly,  12196 

Women's  Work  Exhibition,  suffly,  1874 
ForrMt,    Rt.   Hon.    Sir   John,  P.Cf 

AdjonmmeDt,  Christmas,  f.,  6728 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2B., 

9031 ;  ft>ffi.  (pcTsoss  to  answer  questions  and 

produce  documents),  9334;  reeom.,  9392 
Banking  Bill,  g.,  501 
Bouoties  Bill,  itri.,  562 
Budget,  q.,  977;  m.,  2349 
Business,  Order  of,  €idj.,  3047 
Chairman  of  Committees,  suffly,  8r,  82 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  m.,  iao86; 

com,  (appropriation],  12094,  12095;  ad.  rep., 

t2096j  3R.,  12096;  3S.,  12097 
Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  9488 

Commonwealth  and  States,  Financial  Rela- 
tions of.  Budget,  3354;  suffly,  3341  j  q., 
<K>99«  9390.  9846,  X0534;  10967  J 

1 1016 

Commonwealth  Statutes,  q.^  11 183 

Crtmeaa  and  Indian    Mutiny   Veterans,  g.t 

*593»  909a 
Customs  Frauds,  Adelaide,  q.^  694 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  [f.o.,  10484, 
11380) ;  (Hay  and  ChafI),  10530 ;  (Apparel 
and  Attire),  10569;  (Bags  and  Sacks),  f.a., 
10571;  (Hats  and  Caps),  10601;  (Parasols), 
10623 ;  (Waddings,  &c.)i  10632 ;  (Agricul- 
tural Machinery  and  Implements),  10663 
(f.o.,  10664)  i  (Motive  Power  Machinery  and 
Appliances,  except  Electric),  f.o.,  10674-5, 
11538;  (Rock  Drills),  10716;  (Rock  Boring 
Machines),  f.o.,  10732 ;  (Standards,  Steel 
Fencing),  10799  (?•"••  10801);  (Oils),  10893; 
^Insecticides),  11005  i  (Furniture),  11014 ; 
(Timber),  f.o.,  11026-7,  11060;  (Paper), 
110S2;  (Rebate),  11312;  (Standards  and 
Pillars),  m.,  11427,  11548.  {See  Tariff 
Resolutions,  Customs. ) 

Defence : 

Albany  Forts,  q.,  9845 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 

65931  "79**  »I9» 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  suffly,  3341 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  2357 
Wounded  Soldiers,  Treatment  of,  q.,  11791 
Policy,  Budget,  23156 
Departmental  Increments,  Budget,  3349 

Departmental  Estimates,  Reduction  of,  exfl., 
11625,  I1704;  q.,  11707 

Diver  Hughes,  Decoration  of>  ad;.,  3994 

Election  Expenses  Reimbursement  Bill,  com. 

(appropriation),  12197 
English  Mails,  Late  Delivery  of,  q.,  9843 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

£•»  6330 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 
eontinued. 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  305.    {See  Seat  of  Go- 

vemment  Dill.) 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  2349;  suffty,  11375 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  Meurs.,  suffly,  11349 

Fremantle,  Freight  Charges  from  London, 
34aa 

Grain  Bags,  Sise  of,  q.,  6355 

Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

Jttffty^  9485 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11437 
Immigration,  suffly,  9708-9710 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  q.,  12039; 
2R.,  ir942;  com.  (qualifications),  11968 

iudiciarr  Bill,  n.,  3768 
lalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  in.,  639;  eoHs.  amdt.,  3018;  q.t  aisi, 
2996,  4086 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Act,  q.,  4958,  7113,  10756 
Kingston  Tariff,  Votes  on,  ad;.,  3331 ;  exft., 

3300 

Kingston,  Right  Hon,  C.  C,  Death  of,  m., 
11048 

Labour  Party,  suffty,  3347;  '*^-t  10876 

Land  Taxation,  q.,  9389 

Lood<m  Offices,  suffly,  3617 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6471 ;  q.,  6728 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  com,  {autbo- 

i-ity  to  pay  bounties),  12173;  (regulations), 

rai75;  (Schedule),  12177,  12179 
Marine  Surveys,  q.,  7249,  8939 
Mining  Machinery,  Duty  on,  suffly,  3344 
Navigation  Commission's  Report,  g.,  3173 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  9100,  9480 
Notice  of  Motion,  Withdrawal  of,  adj.,  9353 
Old-age  Pensions  and  Braddon  Section,  ex^., 

3654 

Old-age  Pensions,  m.,  9337;  g.,  9389 
Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  ad.  ref,, 
12096;  com.  (appropriation),  12096 

Papua  : 

Drummond,  Mr.,  Case  of,  q.,  12199 
Parliamentary    Allowances    BHl,    m.,  1915. 

1935;  com.  (amount  of  allowance),  aoo6 
Parliament,  Cost  of,  q.,  50a 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.,  (escape 
from  custody),   11781 ;   (execution  of  war- 
rant) 11781 ;   (disobeying  summons),  11782, 
"783 

Personal  Explanation,  adj.,  192,  3231 ;  ois., 

1180,  3300 
Postal  Department  : 

Administration,  q.,  11524 

Expenditure,  suffly,  11275;       ^^^^5*  txfl., 
11635 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  11629 
Postal  Notes  and  Orders,  q,,  11917 
Post  Office,  Nortbam,  suffly,  3533;  q,,  9581, 
9765 

Preferential   Trade,   Budget,   3361 ;  (Tariff), 

507s.  S>34 
Protection,  Budget,  2360 
Public  Service  Act,  Budget,  2350 
Public  Service  Increments,  q.,  988 ;  Budget, 

Railway  Employes,  exfl.,  3589 
Recess,  Duration  of,  q.,  12200 
Revenue  Refunds,  suffly,  84~>  ■ 
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Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.M.G.— 

conlinued. 

Scat  of  GovemmeDt   Bill,   aA.,  10329.  {See 

Federal  Capital.) 
Stamp  Printing  Machinery,        406,  503 
States  DebU,  Budget,  2355;  suffty,  3342 
Sugar  Bounty,  Budget,  3351 
.  Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Executive  Council),  0485; 
(London  Offices),  948S;  (Miscellaneous), 
9708 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3341  ; 
(Post  and   Telegraphs),   3533;  (Defence), 
3615;  (External  Affairs),  3617 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m.,  8t ;  com.,  84,  85 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9,  m.,  12097, 

12188;  (f.o.,  12195) 
Surplus    Revenue    Monthly    Balances,  adj., 

11734,  11744;  q.,  11736,  ir738,  11741,  117841 

11788;  exfJ..  11787 
Surplus   Revenue   Bill,   q.,   9479 ;    2R.,  9856] 

I1715,  11723;  obi.,  9875;  f.a.,  11670 
Tariff  Information,  adj.,  1682 
Tariff  Revision,  q.,  407;  exfl.,  iiSo 
lii'iS  :  m.,  2349 

Gloves,  Duty  on,  2566;  manufacture  of, 
9:  »689 

Hay  and  Chaff,  613a 

Items,  Explanation  of,  q.,  3733,  3972 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  ViticuUuial 
Machinery  and  Implements,  eons,  rtq., 
10663  (/-"•.  »o664} 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4003,  4127 

Apparel  and  Attire,  eons,  req.,  10569 

Bags  and  Sacks,  cons,  req.,  \f.o.,  10571) 

Blue,  4786 

Brusbmakers'  Woodware,  7118 
Candles,  5075,  5r34 
Droppers,  6831 
Fish,  5276 

Furniture,  eons,  req.,  11014 
Hats  and  Caps,  cons,  req.,  io6ot 
Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req,,  10530 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6545 
Insecticide,  eons,  req.,  11005 
Marine  Engines,  6647 
Mining  Engines,  678h^ 

MotiTe  Power  Machinery   and  Appliances, 

66471  eons.  req.  {f.o.,  10674-5),  ^538 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  10893 
Paper,  cons,  req.,  iioSa 
Parasols,  eons,  reg.f  10623. 
Rails,  &c.,  6825 

Rebate  for  Home  Conmmption,  eons^  req., 

11212 

Rock  Boring  Machines,  eons,  req.,  (f.o., 
1073a) 

Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10716 
Saws,  n.e.i.,  6750,  6751 
Sheepwashes,  0988 

Standards,  Steel  Fencing,  eons,  req.,  10799 

(t-o.,  10801),  IT548 
Timber,  cons.  req.  {f-o.,  11026-7),  11060 
Tobacco  (unmanufactured),  430a 
Tool  Handles,  7133 
Type,  Printers',  6765  {exft.,  6768) 
Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10632 
Wire  NeUing,  4428 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Ezdse) : 
Cigars,  4306 
Tobacco,  f.e.t  43^5 


Forrest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John,  P.C.,  G.C.IC.G. — 
continued. 
Tasmaniaa  Cable,  q.,  11707,  12153 
Telephone  Directories,  q.,  4411 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2359 
Treasurer,  Resignation  of,  ot)s.,  1085 
Treasurer's   Advance,    suffly,    84,    85 ;  f.o., 
1 2 197 

Votes,  Spending  of,  suffly,  10376 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  exfl.,  1866 

Foster,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Xew  Engtand  : 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  122 
Bounties  Bill,  2s.,  995 
Budget,  2339 

.Conciliation   and   Atbitratum   Act,  uddreu- 

12$ 

CoBtoms  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Hay  and 
Chaff),  10540;  (Mustard),  10556;  (Tea), 
10561;  (Hats  and  Caps),  10584,  10586,  10616; 
(Agricultural  Machinery  and  Implements), 
10664,  10669;  (Cutlery),  10673;  (Rods 
Drills),  10724;  (Wire  Netting),  10774.  {Set 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence : 

Australian  Policy,  address,  123 

Federal  Capital,  address,  122;  suffly,  1878 

Immigration,  suffly,  1795 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
(qualifications),  11965;  iconditi(ms),  n975» 
11976;  (instalments  may  be  forfeited),  ii9fti 

Eaigoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sorrev 
Bill,  m..  642 

Labour  Party,  address,  124 

Land  Tax,  address,  127 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aS.,  6147 
Mining  Industry,  Budget,  2340 
Northern  Territory,  address,  128 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  127 
Parliament,  Criticism  of,  q.,  11521-3 
Parliamentitry  Allowances  Bill.  2R.,  1983 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  suffly,  10160 

Telephone  Construction,  suffly^  ^<*^S9 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (fumigaticm  of  TenelC^^ 

1622 ;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated),  1736 
States  Debts,  addresst  125 
Supply,  Postmaster-General   (Central  Staff)^ 

10159 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1795;  ad.  ref., 
1878 

Taritr  Revision,  address,  125 
Tariff  :  2339 

Consideration  of,  m.,  4341 

Wire  Netting,  Importation  of,  q.,  2314 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agiicnltoral,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  eons,  req., 
10664,  10669. 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5609 

Bananas,  533S 

Barley,  5347 

Candles,  4879 

Coffee,  536a 

Condensed  Milk,  5511 

Confectionery,  5244,  5358 

Com  Flour,  5357 

Cutlery,  cons,  req.,  10673 

Dates,  5330 

Droppers,"  6114 

Electrical  Machinery,  6807 

Fancy  Goods,  7141 

Fish.  5276  DigitizedbyUOOgle 
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Foster,  Mr.  F.  },—continutd. 

Hats  and  Caps,  eons,  req.,  10584,  10586, 
10616 

Hay  and  Cbaff,  5439,  cent,  re^.,  10540 
ImiUtioa  Jewellery  and    Precious  btones, 

7148,  7150 
Meats,  Poultry,  and  Game,  5459 
Mining  Engines,  6789 
Mustard,  cans,  reg.,  10556 
Pianos,  734a 

Piece  Goods,  Woollen,  5817;  Cotton,  5917 

Potatoes,  5343 

Rice  (uncleaned),  5511 

Rock  mills,  c^ns.  req.,  10724 

Sheepwasbes,  69S9 

Sheepsheaiiojg  Machines,  cons.  reg..  10669 

Standards,  »i6 

Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5150 

Tea,  cons,  req.,  10561 

Tin  Plates,  6117 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6686 
Wire  Netting,  445 ^ ;  cons,  rcq.,  10774 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Trusts  and  "  Dummng,"  Budget,  234a 
Women's  Work  Ezbimtion,  suffly,  1S79 


Fowlar,  Hon.  J.  M.,  Perth  : 

Adjournment,  Cbristmas,  g.,  5519 
Bounties  Bill,  com.  (schedule)  (olives),  1125 
Bndget,  3^ 

Bosinea*.  Order  of,  m.,  3803 
Government  Property,  Insurance  of,  6834 
International  Reply  Coupons,  g.,  5908 
Kaleoorlie  to  Port  Augcvta  Railway  Survey 

Bfll,  m.,  646 
Letter  Carriers,  Western  Australia,  g.,  6676 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6492 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2600 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  S89 
Preferential  Trade  -{Tariff),  ^257 
Quarantine  Bill,  aE.,  530 
Socialism,  Budget^  2591 
Tariff,        2589 : 

Commission's  Reports,  exfl.,  2563;  Work  of 
Commission,  Budget,  2589,  259a 

Conuderation  of,  m.,  4347;  5519 

"Dumping,"  Bndgety  2598 

Mining  Machinery,  Duty  on,  Bndget,  2600 

Petition,  m.,  3415 

Protest  by  Western  Austiatia,  4955 
Western   Australia,   Effect   of   Tariff,  f., 

Tarilf^i^esolutions  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 

Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.L,  6551 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4105 
Amytic  Alcohol,  4138 
Apparel  and  Attire,  .s6ii 
Arms,  6037 
Blankets,  5729 
Candles,  4^,  4952 
Coffee,  5363 

China  and  Porcelain,  6901 
Confectionery,  51 W,  5210,  5215,  5257 
Currants,  5282 
Glass,  6917 
Glassware,  6924 
Glucose,  4630 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6537 
Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6049 
Maddnery  and  Parts  thereof,  6to6 
Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 
666s,  6666 


Fowler,  Hon.  J.  M. — eontinmed. 
Tariff  Resolutions  {CyMxmt,)—e9iUinued. 
Piece  Goods,  5932 
Rice  (uncleaned),  5528,  5533 
S»l*.  5536*  n.e.i..  ^^37 
Soap,  5546 

Tobacco  (manufactured,  n.e.i.),  4210,  4235, 
4300;  (clippings  and  cuttings),  4303 

Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6700 

Type,  Printers,  6766 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4140,  4303 

Wire  Netting,  4538 
Telephones,  Undergiounding  of  Wires,  f.,  15S 
WireH  less  Telegraphy,  q.,  6505 

Foxton,  OoL  Hon.  J.  F.  O,,  Briibaa* : 

Address-in-Reply,  m..  336 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(burden  of  proof),  9198 
Bounties    Bill,    alt.,    903;    com.  (schedule) 

(olives),  1066,    1127;    (rice),   1194;  recom. 

(specification  of  bounties),  1387;  3B.,  141 1 
Braadon  Section,  Budget,  3007,  301a 
Budget,  3006 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (scientific  in* 
struments),  10926  (timber),  11041;  (watch 
springs),  11060,  11063;  (printing  inks), 
11092;  m.,  11428.  [See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(.Customs).) 

Cypher  Telegrams,  g.,  1868 

Defence  : 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  2^ 
Ordnance  Equipment,  suffly,  3613 

Denton  Hat  Mills,  Budget.  3019 

Excise  Tariff  Act,  2236 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11428 

Immigration,  Budget,  3020 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  336 

Kaigoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bru, 643 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3651 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  5237,  6023;  m., 

6«»7.  65**") 
M^I  Ccmtract,  Cancelled,  ttddrest,  2» 

Queensland  Service,  fetition,  588,  769 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  as.,  [f.o., 

62M,  6235) 
North  em  Territory,  address,  239 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7498 
Papua,  Administration  of,  suffly,  9509-9511 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  o&s.,  10994 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1911 ;  2K., 

1989 

Personal  Explanation,  6548 

Postal    Department,    Ministerial  Statement, 

m.s.o.,  11628 
Premiers'  Conferences,  Budget,  3013 
Public  Service : 

Administration  of,  suffly.  9777-8 

District  Allowances,  suffly,  11373 
Quarantine  Bill,  3R.,  q^a;  com.  (scope  of  qua* 

rantine),  1449;  (interpretation),  1543;  (porta 

of  entry),  1560,  156s 
Railway   Stationmasters  as   Postmasters,  f., 

9954 

Responsible  Government,  address,  241 

Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  suffly,  83 

Sugar  Bounty  Act,  Budget,  3011 

Sugar  Industry  : 
Bounty  and  Excise,  Budget,  3024 
Importation  of  Foreign  Labour,  address, 
Lafcour,  Scarcity^of.^5^^^^g^ 


Indae  to  Speeehe$. 


Foxton,  Col.  Hon.  J.  F.  G.—ectUinued. 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  9509 
Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Comnnssioner), 

9777:  {District  Allowances),  11373 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3426, 
(Defence),  3613 ;  (External  Affairs),  3651 
Tariff,  Budget,  3006 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Articles,  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth, 
7400 

Articles  for  official  use  of  States  Governors, 

7403.  7404 
Bananas,  5338 
Blue;  4783 
Cotton  Yam,  7377 
Feathers  (undressed],  5635 
Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5063,  .i;Q73 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  exfi.^  6548 
Lamps  and  Lampware,  6041 
Manufactures  of  Paper,  7216,  733a 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  10994 
Paper  Bags,  7234 
Piece  Goods,  5815,  ^921,  5927 
Ftinting  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7246}  eons, 

req.,  1 1093 
Regalia,  5639,  5641 

Salt,  Gypsum  and  Manure  Bags,  5643,  5644* 

5645,  5646;  5733 
Sausage  Casings,  5461 

Scientific  Instruments  and  Apparatus,  7409; 
eons,  req.,  10906 

State  Imports,  7400,  7423,  7440 

Stearine  and  Paraffine,  5143 

Surgical,  Dental  and  Veterinary  Appliances, 

Sugar,  4699 

Timber,  eons,  req.,  1 1041,  11063,  1 1 141 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4314 
Watch  Springs,  cons,  req.,  tio6o,  11063 
Works  of  Art,  7398 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Townsville,  State  Election,  svffly,  2901 

Wages  Boards,  Budget,  3023 

Fraaer,  B«nator  Hon.  8.,  VUioria: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1907-8,  iB., 
11498 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  eom.  (protection  of 
banker  paying  fraudulently  altered  cheqoe)) 
2196 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  : 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8197 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9060 
Fish,  7806 
Glue,  8512 

Machinery,  Machines^  and  Machine  Tools, 
n.e.i.,  8705 

Oilmen's  Stores,  Q.e.i.,  8049 

Pianos,  9896 

Rice.  8085 
Financial  Relations,  supply,  1149S 
Old-age  Pensions,  lufply,  11500 
Parliaments.ry  Allowances  Bill,  31.,  aiSt 
Senate : 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  37 
Standing  Orders,  Amdt.  of.,  m.,  3634 


Frazer,  Hr.  O.  B.,  Kalgoorlie: 

Aborigines,  Treatment  of  in  Western  Austra- 
lia, ad^.,  47t 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  159 
Adjoummeni,  i^bii^mot,  7300 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3036 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m.,  749a 
Australians,  Repatriated,  stiffly,  11364 
Bounties,  address,  164 

Bounties  Bill,  int.,  561,  562;  com.  (appropria- 
tion), loot ;  (schedule)  (copra),  ito6>  (to- 
bacco), 1328,  (fish),  1303;  cons,  amd/s.,  6401 
(mohair),  6403;  eons,  mei.^  (copra),  6439 

Braddon  Section,  Budget,  35S3 

Budget,  3507,  2579;  f.o.,  3034 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  2797 ;  Conduct  of, 
adj.,  11466 

Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  8816 ;  suffly,  9395 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,  7468;  cons.  req.\ 
(Agricultural  Machinery),  10661 ;  (Motive 
Power  Machinery  and  Appliancei,  except 
Electric),  10675,  10676,  10684,  »>534.  "S3SS 
(Pulley  Blocks),  10685;  (Rock  Drills),  10722; 
(Rock-Doring  Machines),  10731 ;  (Electrical 
Machines),  10740,  10743,  1 1444,  1 1450 ; 
(Oils),  10882;  (Roasting  Dishes),  10904, 
11558;  (Timber),  11149,  '*45';  (Rebate  for 
Home  consumption),  11198,  11208;  (Curtains 
and  Blinds),  11440;  (Blankets),  11534.  (See 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs.) 

Commonwealth  Expenditure,  Unauthorized, 
supply,  11407-8 

Defence  : 

Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  3511 
Policy,  Budget,  2510 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
eom.  (pending  petitions),  6383,  (qualifica- 
tions and  vacancies),  6388 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
supply.  6281 ;  q..  7295 

Federal  Capital,  address,  163;  supply,  9SS7 

Federal  Finances,  Budget,  3579,  2580 

Fire  Insurance  Bill,  int.,  989;  sB.,  1596;  q., 
3566 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  address,  159,  i6x 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  Messrs.,  q.,   10133-4 ; 

supply,  1 1345 
Horses,  Importation  from  Western  Australia, 

q.,  11916 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  m.,  1596 
Irvine,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Fiscal  Views  of.  Budget, 
3S07 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  164;  cons,  amdt.,  3024 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Act,  q.,  7463 
Land  Tax,  address,  161; 
Lunatic,  Landing  of   at  Fremantle,  q.,  tfa 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q..  5801 ;  m.,  6460 
Mail   Contract,  Cancelled,  address,    i6a  j  f ., 

79»  404.  502,  881,  1087,  3313 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  as.,  6167; 

adj.,  6522 

New  Protection,  Budget,  2589;  q.,  10133 

Northern  Territory,  address,  i6a 

Old-age    Pensions,    address,    161 ;  353; 

Budget,  2581 ;  m.,  9318 
Papua  : 

Administrator,  Appointment  of,  f.,  10178 
Land  Administration,  ~  ^ 


r,  Anpointment  01,  10 


Jvly  3y  1907,  to  June  5,  1908. 


Frazer,  Mr.  C.  E. — eontinuea. 

PailiamcDtary  Atlowaaces  Bill,  eom,  [amount 
of  allowance),  1999^:  (cooBcientiout  scruples), 
3015;  exfl.t  2017 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
AdmiaistiatioQ,  supply,  10150,  11281 
Telephone  Guarantees^  sufftyt  10150 
Telephone  Subscriben  Supplementary  Lists, 

t:  "743 

Royal   L'ouunission  re  Administration,  m., 

10403-5,  10455 
Sydney-Melbotime    Telephone  Line, 

11179 

Post    and    Telegraph    Conveniences,  western 

Australia,  q.,  1595 
Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  3589 
Privilege :   Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

m.,  II702 
Public  Service  : 

Commissioner,  supply,  10151 

District  Allowances,  supply,  10151-a,  11282, 
11367;  11919 

Increments,  Budget,  2509;  g.,  2089 

Inland  Of&cers,  supply,  10153 

Retiring  Age,  supply,  10176 
Public  Works  Estimates,  f.,  2312 
^juarantine  Bill,  cans,  amdis.,  S957 
Repatriation,  supply,  11364 
Savings  Bank  Funds,  supply,  11391 
Sumps,  Design  for,  q.,  4957,  4958 
States  Debts,  address,  161 ;  Budget,  2584 
Sugar  Industry : 

Boimty,  Budget,  a^oo 

Importation  of  Foreign  Labour,  address,  163 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  9395,  11364 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9887,  11367 
Trade  and  Customs,  p.o.  9987-8 
Postmaster-General    (Central    Staff),  10150, 

10176;  (Money  Orders),  11391 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  XIA07, 

1140S 

Siipj>ly  Bill  (No.  4).  6281 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2B.,  11796 

Tariff,  Consideration  of,  q,,  a^gt ;   m.,  4344, 

4356.  4359  [p.o.,  4330) 
Tariff;  q.,  975;  m.,  2507,  2579;  ad  rep.,  745» 

Commission,  Work  of,  Budget,  2586 

Tobacco  Duties,  adj.,  4243 
Tari^  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  n.e.i.,  6558 

Agricultural,  Horticultural  and  Viticultural 
Machinery,  6590;  ti'ns.  req.,  10661 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4127 

Blankets,  cons,  req.,  11534 

Candles,  4947,  49_«;4 

Cardboard  and  Pasteboard,  7235,  7236 
Casks,  Barrels,  &c.,  7133 
China  and  Porcelain,  6900 
•Corks,  7380 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  11440 
Cyanide  of  Potassium,  6978 
Earthenware,  6902,  6904 
Electrical    Machinery,    6804;    tons,  req., 

10^40,  10743,  11444.  "450 
Engines,  6715,  6718 
Explosives,  7382,  7383,  7387 
Fuse>  6382.3 

Glucose,  4633,  4625,  4626 

Hay  and  Chaff,  S365 

Iron  and  Steel,  6841,  6844 

Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  652^,  6544 


Frazer,  Mr.  C.  E. — coniinued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 

Lamps  and  Lampware,  6043,  6044 

Lead,  Sheet  and  Piping,  6050 

Machinery,  ftc,  6743 

Machinery  and  Parts  thereof,  6107 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6776,  6797,  6798 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliuicei 
(except  electric),  6664,  6672 ;  tens,  req., 
10675,  10676,  10684,  11534,  11535 

Oils.  6861,  6868;  cons,  req.,  10882 

Paper,  Surface  Coated,  7239 

Pianos,  7340,  7356 

Printing  and  Stencilling  Inks,  7253 

Pulley  Blocks,  cons,  req.,  10685 

Rails,  &c.,  6819,  6S23 

Rebate  for  Home  Consumption,  eons,  req., 

1T198,  11208 
Roasting   Dishes,   6910,  6911;   eons,  req., 

10904,  11558 
Rock  Boring  Machines,  cons,  req.,  10731 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10722 
Rubber  Manufactures,  7160 
Scientific  Apparatus,  6900 
Timber  {p.o..  7096) ;  eons,  req.,  11149,  1145a 
Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  ii.e.i.,  4284 
Tool  Handles,  7123 
Vehicles,  7200 

Weighing  Machines,  6630,  6633 

Wire  Cloth,  &c.,  ad.  rep.,  7450 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Glucose,  4640 

Starch,  5554 
Tobacco  Industry,  Nationalization  of,  q.,  10752 
Western    Australia :    Survey    of  North-west 

Coast,  q.,  2450 

Fuller,  Hon.  O.  W.,  lUawarra  : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(definition),  9133;  (burden  of  proof),  9206 
Bounties   Bill,   adj.,   648;    2K.,   818;  torn. 

(schedule),  (olives)  1065,  1113,  (coffee)  1216; 

recom.  (specification  of  bounties),  1381 
Budget,  2314 

C  ustoms  Tariff  Bill,  recom.,  10815;  't''"' 

Iscientific  apparatus),  10908-9;  (oils),  10093, 

mil;  (timber),  11128 
Federal  Capital,  supply,  1880;  q,,  9766,  10965 
Immigration,  Land,  q.,  10878 
Land  Tax,  Progressive,  q.,  10878 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aK.,  6260; 

com.    (authority    to    pay   bounties),  12168, 

12173;  (schedule),  13178 
Mail  Steamers  :     Cold  Storage  on,  adj.,  606 
New  Protection,  q.,  4200 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  158 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  obs.,  10993,  mii 
Patents  Applications,  m.,  12200 
Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  adj.,  f.o., 

3091 

Postal  and  Telegraphic  : 
.Administration,  q.,  J0874 
Letter  Box,  Wollongong,  q.,  12041-a 
Sweating  in  Countrv  Offices,  q.,  ^320 
Telephone  Communication,  Sydney  to  Wol- 
longong, g.,  S929 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  ad.  rtf.,  t88o 
Sydney-Woollongong  Telephone  I4ne,  q,,  7249 
Tariff    Commission,    ex'fi,,   897,    2312;  adj., 

i6r8;   q.,  1716,  1748;  txfi.,  2561 
Tariff  :  «.,  2115  ^  . 

Imports,  ValueDf«zJ3nM*l*O0gl6«7 


zlii 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Fuller,  Hon.  G.  ^.—cetOinued. 
Tariff  ResolutioDi  (Customs) : 
Appaiel  and  Attire,  5601 
Blue,  4781,  4782 
Blankets,  5730 
Candles,  493a,  4951 
Corn  Flour,  5354 

Cylinders   for    Anhydrous  Ammonia,  &c., 
6113 

Hatt,  Caps,  and  Bonnets,  5960,  51)64,  ^970 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5419*  5437.;  *o8i5 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  6538 
Meat  (preserved  by  cold  process),  5457 
Motive  Power  Machinery   and  Appliances, 

6634,  6659,  6672 
Nails,  6604,  [p.o.,  6611),  6613  6619 
Oils,  cffns.  req.,  ro993,  run 
ParafiBne  Wax,  ^i^t,.  5147 
Piece  Goods,  5805,  ^830 
Scientific  Apparatus,  eons,  req.,  10908-9 
Socks  and  Stockings,  5933,  5934,  5935 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6700 
Timber,  7064,  7095 ;  cons,  req.,  riisS 
Traction  and  Portable  Engines,  6678,  670a 
Weighing  Machines,  66a8 
Wire  Netting,  44r3,  4424 

Fy»h,  Hon.  Blr  P.  O.,  K.aH.O.,  Denimi: 
Budget,  2967 

Commonwealth,  Prosperity  of.  Budget,  2970 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  f.o.,  10503; 

(Hats  and  Caps),  10582,  10587.    {See  Tariff 

Resolutions,  Customs.) 
Departmental  Expenditure,  Budget,  397a 
Federal  Finance,  Budget,  2971 
Government,    Financial  Policy    of,  Budget, 

3977 

High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2972 

Immigration,  Budget,  2973 

lAnd  Taxation,  Budget,  2976 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3^656 

Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2971 

Oversea  Trade,  Budget,  2970 

Penny  Postage,  Budget,  3973 

States  Debts,  Budget,  2977 

Supply  : 

Works    and    Buildings    (E^ttcrnal  AfTairs), 
3656 

Surplus  Revenue,  Distribution  of,  q.,  ro463 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.,  11803 
Tariff,  2967 

Amendment  of  {f-o.,  10503} 

Commission,  Work  of,  Budget,  3967 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  3997 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5604 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Ponneta,  5963,  5971;  t*n$, 
req.,  105S2,  10587 

Piece  Goods,  5818,  585a,  5919 

Steaiine  and  Paraffine,  5137 

Waddiaes,  &c.,  ^028 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tasmanian  Mail  Service,  q.,  ri79r 
White  Australia  Policy,  Budget,  3969,  3975 


Olmna,  Senator  T.,  Queetuland: 

Address*m-Reply.  m..  267 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  11333 

American  Fleet,  jr.,  11470 

Appropriation  Biu,  eom„  (Parliament)  10285^ 
(External  Affairs)  10292,  10296,  10301,  (De- 
fence) 10383;  3R..  10392 

Australia,  Advertising,  q.,  11303 

Bills  of  Exchanee  Rill,  com.  (application  of 
State  laws).  674.  678,  1588,  1969,  1973; 
(protection  of  banker  paying  fraudulently 
altered  cheque),  751,  2064,  3197,  3307 ; 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  759, 
762;  recom.,  2417;  (First  Schedule),  3303,. 
3284,  recons.y  {State  Stamp  Duty),  3384, 
2390;  (post  dated  cheque),  2297 

Bounties  Bill,  aR.,  2537,  (schedule),  (cottoo]» 
3960 

Busmess ;  Conduct  of,  adj.,  485,  585,  1713 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  sK.,  rsiao 
Commonwealth  and  States,   Financial  Rela- 
tions of,  address,  391 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (ratA  of 

duty),  I3I03 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  r^^cm.,  11684;  Schedule: 
Apparel  and  Attjre,  8197,  8210,  8311 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n.e.i.,  8aii,  Saia,  Saifi- 
Articles  made    of    Aluminium,  &c.,  eons, 

req.,  10940 
Bayonets,  Swords,  &c.,  8349 
Blacks,  &c.,  8474,  8476 
Bottle  Stoppers,  n.e.i.,  8496 
Buggy  Shafts,  9641 
Carpets,  cons,  req.,  10935 
Ceramic  Transfers,  9806 
Combs,  9653 
Fanc^  Goods,  9651,  9652 
Fishing  and  Rabbit  Nets,  &c.,  9918 
Glass,  8494  ■ 

Globes,  Geographical,  &c.,  9813 
Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10928,  10929,  10933,11^92 
Liquid  Removers  of   Paint   and  VamiMi^ 
8473 

Motive  Power  Machinery  and  Appliances, 
eons,  req.,  10939 

Oils,  8388,  8300,  8395 

Paints  and  Colours,  8458 
Paper,  9762,  9799,  gSoo 
Pianos,  9898 

Piece  Goods,  8139,  S160,  8185,  8189  • 

Rails,  eons,  req.^  10951,  10956 

Scientific   Apparatus,  8495 

Socks  and  Stockings,  8340,  8346 

Spectacles  and  Spectacle  Frames,  965S 

Steel  Wheels,  cons,  req.,  10961 

Timber,  9434,  9556,  9560,  9563;  cons,  req., 
11242,  11256,  H304,  11306,  11308,  11600 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  cons,  req.,  10843 

Tool  Handles,  9634,  9635,  9638 

Trimmings  and  Ornaments,  n.e.i.,  for  At- 
tire, 8348,  8349 

Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  8338 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  9569 

Yams,  993a 
Defence  ; 

Expenditure,  address,  286 

Instructional  Staff,  suffly,  ro383-4 
Division  List,  Error  in,  exfl.,  0646 
Electoral  Act :  Interference  with  Voters,  ad)., 

3448 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
w,?"'^'  *339.  634*  I 
High  CommissioiBi|itiz««l>#/ii;a©^^le 


July  3, 1907,  to  June  1908. 
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Giveu,  Senator  T. — continued. 

laoome  Tax,  Paxment  by  Feiltral  Ofiiceis,  ad- 
dress, 383 

lacome  Tax,  Victoria,  m.,  1376;  f.O;  1175 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  12017 
Judiciary  Bill,  2S.,  865)  com,  (appellate  juris- 

diction),  948 
JCalgooriie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,    aa.,   1132,    com.  (short  title),  1377, 

(power  to  survey  route)  1480 
Land  Moaopoly,  address^  a88 
Land  Tax,  address,  zqo 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  addreti,  a8a 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  0.72 
New  Protection,  tuffly,  6339,  6340 
Northern  Territory,  address,  282 
Old'age  Pensions,  address,  376,  285 
Paper,  Printing  of,  m.,   133,   157,  746 
Papua  : 

Administration  of,  suffly,   10396,  10301 

Appointment  of  Administrator,  y.,  11678: 
adj.,  1 1698 

Native  Labour,  adj.,  11699 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  3112 
Parliamentary   Papers  Bill,  com.,   (no  action 

for  libel),  12136 
Prony  Postage,  address.  200 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Administration,  supply,  10392 

Sydney  to  Melbourne  Telephone,  g.,  11219, 
10839-30 

Printing  Committee,  tn.,  1566;  ad.  rep.,  8326 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (ports  of  entryl  {f-»., 

S99t)i  (persons  may  be  vaccinated), '  6234 
Registered  Letter,  Delayed  Delivery  of,  m., 

8156;  S;  9735 ;  sup^y,  10393 
Senate : 

Adjournment  of,  m.,  6309 

Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6299 

Rights  of,  ods.,  11684 

U^er  of  Black  Rod,  sufply,  10385 
Statistics,  Printing  of,  q.,  1131 
Snear  Industry : 

Position  in  Queensland,  address,  268,  378; 
ntffly,  6340 

Wages  in  Plantations,  q.,  11383,  11471 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (issue  and  appli- 
cation). IQ3() 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  lE.,  6338 
Surplus  Balances,  q.,  353 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  27s 
Women's    National    League    of  Australia, 

iQlyiiii,  Hon.  P.  MoM.,  Angat: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(burden  of  proof),  9195;  (persons  to  answer 
questions  and  produce  documents),  9314 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  4086 

B'  unties  Bill,  sr.,  802 :  com.  (nppropiiation), 
1005;  (specification  of  bounties},  lo^S,  1059; 
(conditions  of  bounty],  1061 ;  (regulations), 
1061 ;  (schedule),  1063,  1073 1  {^^^)>  130^  > 
fsccoofi  schedule),  i-^iq ;  recom.  (ajipropria- 
tion),  1180;  (specification  of  bounties),  1383, 
1,187,   1388 ;  (regulations),  1593 

Budget,  2196 

•Cattle,  Argentine,  q.,  591 1 

■Chairmnn  of  {'oinmiltf^es,  satfi/v.  84:  m.,  -^it^ 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill.  2R.,  3867;  com. 

(taxation    bv    States    of  Commonwealth 

salaries).  ^''86,  1888.  3893 
4*f>m  and  Flour  Sacks,  q.,  to6io.  107(3 


Glynn,  Hon.  P.  Itchl .—eamtinued. 

Customs  Entiies,  Adelaide,  g.,  40S5,  9580, 
10703 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Sago  and 
Tapioca)  10497,  (Apparel  antl  Atiire)  105(19, 
(Bags  and  isacks),  p.o.,  10571,  (HaU  and 
Caps)  to6o3,  (Arms)  10657,  (Agricultural 
Machinery  and  Implement)  10663,  (Rock 
Boring  Machines)  p.o.,  10733,  (Electrical 
Machines)  p.o.;  10735,  »074»i  (Locks),  10794, 
(Oils)  10885,  10982,  (Timber)  11021,  (Stained 
Glass  Windows)  11 183,  11 189.  (See  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  Policy^  supply,  3598 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  BUI, 
^*  63731  (pending  petitions), 

6386;  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  6387 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibilitv  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Reaolutions),  m.,  7094 

Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  11337 

Excise  Duties,  g,,  1715 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  2B.,  7484;  com.  (em 
ployment  of  counsel),  7488 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
f-.  5909.  6230,  7295;  adj.,  636a 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  4648 

External  Trade,  Budget.  2398 

Federal  Capital,  adj.,  304.  {See  Seat  of  Go- 
vernment Bill.) 

Federal   Finance,  Budget,  3396,  2398 

Federal  Officers  and  State  Income  Tax,  q., 
11327 

Fire  Insurance  Bill,  2R..  1616 

Honorary    Ministers,    Official    Expenses  of, 

supply,  9486 
Immigration,  supply,  9597,  9600 
Imperial  Conference,  Report,  769 
Judiciary  Bill,  ak.,  3774;  com.  (exclusive  juris- 

diction  of  High  Court),  3792,  3793;  (causes 

pending),  3704 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta   Railway  Survey 

Act,  q.,  711a,  9191 
Kaleoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survev 

Bill,         614,  640;  com.  (power  to  survey 

route),  738.  739 
London  Docks,  q.,  6726,  9684 
London    Offices   of   Commonwealth,  supply^ 

3631 ;  g;  5*08,  5209 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  404 

Mining  Industry,  Budget.  3400 

New  Protection,  g.,  3268,  3302,  3431,  4648; 

supply  ip-o.),  3319;  ways  and  means,  5697 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  158,  laSo,  7112 
Pairs,  expl.,  6794 
Paper,  Printing  of,  iw.,  769 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1904 ;  al., 

1981 

Parliamentary  Elections,  Reimbursement,  suf. 
ply,  112(6 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  3S.,  3898;  com., 

(refusal  to  answer  questions),  12069 
Patent  Medicines,  g.,  879;  adj.,  886 
Petition,  Signatures,  obs.,  3410,  3413 
Pianos,   Exhibit   in    Parliament  House, 
7114 

Pnst  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

F.\prndilnre   in   South   Aiislr.ilia.   g,,  11626 
Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  q..  4958 
Preferenfinl  Trade,  a.,  cno,  604 
Prefcrcnttal  Trade  (Tariff),  4959,  4967,  4968k 

4069,  4970,  ^071 
Privilege,   Select   rcmmitlee   un  Procedure, 

-rf.  rep..  "".^D^g.^e,  by  Google 
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Glyon,  Hon.  P.  McM. — eoHtinued. 

Quarantine  Bill,  aK.,  535 ;  com.  (commence- 
ment), 1417 ;  (scope  of  quarantine),  1421, 
146$}  (interpretation),  1541 ;  (ports  of  en* 
try),  IS50,  i56o»  ^S^Si  (exemptions),  1619; 
(disinfected  apparatus),  1619;  (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disease),  1717;  (exam^ 
ination  of  imported  animals),  1733,  1739, 
1755)  17^)  (persons  to  be  vaccinated), 
1734;  (Stale  laws  and-  regulations),  1768, 
1774;  eons,  amdts.y  895a 

Rabbit  Virus,  q.,  503 

Railway  Rates,  Differential,  q.,  12039 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  m.,  647.  {See  Fede- 
ral Capital.) 

Senate  :  Vacancy  in  South  Australia,  f.,  404 

Sugar  Bounty,  Budget^  2397 

Supply : 

External  Affairs  (Administrative),  9486;  (Mis< 

cellaneous),  9597 
Parliament  (Senate),  ti3i6 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3332; 
(Defence),  3598;  (External  Affairs),  3631 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11798 
Tariff:  m„  2396;  ad,  ref.,  7451 
Committee's  Decisions,  Circulation  of,  g.^ 
6811 

Customs  Duties,  Duplication  of,  q.,  6674 
Excess  Duty,  Refund  of,  q.,  2889,  3997 
Goods  in  Transit,  duties  on,  q.,  1747 
Imports,  clearance  of,  q.,  1868 
Increased  Duties  :  Requests  by  Senate,  obs.^ 

10569,  10602 
Items,  Consideration  of,  q.t  3587 
Kerosene,  Duty  on,  q.,  2563 
Mafrazines,  Duty  on,  q.,  3312,  2565,  3421 
Petition,  m..  3410,  3413 
Printing  Paper,  Duty  on,  q..  2791 
Revenue,  suffly,  3332 

Seizure  by  New  South  Wales  Government 
of  uncustomed  goods,  q.,  2120,  2232 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  Viticultural 
Machinery  and  Implements,  coKS.  req,, 
10663 

Ale,   Porter  and    other   Beer,  4009,    41 19 

{f.o.,  4121) 
Apparel  and  Attire,  n-e.i.,  5628,  5633;  eons. 

req.t  10569 
Arms,  eons,  req.,  10657 
Bags  and  Sacks,  cons  req.,  I057<) 
Bananas,  5338 
Biscuits,  4778 
Blankets,  5718 
Bicycles,  7274,  7281 
Bottles,  n.e.i.,  694*.  6947 
Candles,  4874.  4<)59.  SOJ* 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 
Chairs,  7001,  7010 
China  and  Porcelain,  6901 
Cigarettes,  4104 
Condensed  Milk.  ^515 
Cvcle   Parts,   Plate<l,  7283 
Earthenware,  6904 

Electrical  Machines,  eons,  req.,  {f  -O.^  10735, 

10741) 
Engmes  {f.o.,  6706) 
Glass,  6914,  6915,  6921 
Glue,  6953 

Hats  and  Caps,  cont.  req.,  loooa 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5364,  5439  {f.o.,  544a) 
Locks,  tent,  req.,  10794 
Mnchinerv    and    Machines    and  Machine 
Tools,  67^5 


Glynn,  Hon.  P.  McM. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued^ 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  6746 
Manures,  7364 

Matches,  J453 

Musical  uistruments,  7358 

Oils,  cons.  req.  (f.o.  ic^5),  10982- 

Peel,  5334 

Pianos,  7330,  7346,  7353 
Piece  Goods,  s8ii,  5853 
Rails,  ftc,  6814 
Roasting  Dishes,  6911 

R/vk   Dnring  Machines,  eons,    req.,  {f.o-., 

J0733) 
Saccharine,  6974,  6976 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  10497 
Salt,  Gypsum  and  Manure  Bags,  ad.  rtf.^ 

7451;  cons,  req.,  [f.o.,  10571) 
Sausage  Casings,  5460 
Spirits,  4136 

Stnined  Glfisa  Windows,  6910 ;  eons,  req.^ 

11183,  1 1 789 
State  Imports,  7423-33 
Sugar,  4635,  4644,  4751 
Timber,  7037,  7080,  70S4,  7086;  eons,  req.^ 

11021 

Tobacco,  Manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4206.  43oi> 

(unmanufactured),  4303 
Tvpe,  Printers',  6753 
Vehicles,  7287 
Wine,  n.e.i.,  4141,  4142 
Wire  Netting.  4>;44:  if  "-'  4574.  4577)- 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Glucose,  4642 

Tobacco,  Manufactured,  f.o.,  4305 
Telegraph  Messengers,  ways  and  means,  5697- 
Telephone  Guarantees,  q.,  4749 
Transcontinental  Railway,  q.,  7112.  9191 
Transferred  OfBcers'  Rights,  g.,  11260 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  1974 

Oould,  Senator  I<t.-aol.  Hon.  A,  J.,  Xtw- 
Stndk  Wai€«: 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  schedule  :  The  Par- 
liament, J0285-6-7 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R.. 
461 1 ;  com,  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  question,  &c.),  5009 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  2K.,  665;  com.  (appli- 
cation of  State  laws),  672,  678;  (protectioib 
of  banker),  757,  2065,  2207;  (presentment 
of  cheque),  2058;  reeom.^  new  clause,  (State- 
Stamp.  Duty),  2295 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  new  clause  (supply  of  in- 
formation bv  applicant),  2784;  recom..  First 
Schedule  (tobacco),  4S98 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  earn.  (Taxatioik 
by  States),  1047 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  : 
Blue,  7686 

Engines,  Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8690 

Glass,  8486,  S493 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7943 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  8634,  8638 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8049 

Oils,  8425 

Spices,  8099 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  8486,  9939;  tons.. 

reQ.,  1 1318 
Wire  Netting,  01^3-8 
First  President  of  the  SenV^n-* 
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Gould,  Senator  Lt.-Col.  Hon.  A.  J.—cotUiHued. 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (per* 
sons  disqualified).  laoaS. 

Pair  Book,  Kstries  in.  m.,  3504 

Parliament  :  Electric  Bells,  supply,  5881 ; 
Gardens,  supply,  5882;  Accommodation  for 
Senators,  suppiy,  898a  j  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments :  UsEer  of  tbe  Black  Rod,  tuffly, 
10285-6-7 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (no  action 
for  publishing  Parliamentary  Papers),  12132 

President,  Rights  of  Debate  of  the,  obs.,  665, 
668 

Quarantine    Bill,    com.    (arrangements  with 

State   Governments :    stations,   &c.),  5312; 

(powers  of  Commonwealth),  5334,  5397 
Supply  Bill   (No.  3),  eom.t   Schedule:  The 

Parliament,  5881-a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com..  Schedule:  The 

Farliament,  898a 

8t€  Pbbbiduiit,  The  (Snbjaots) 

Oray,  Senator  J.  P.,  New  South  Wales  : 
Additional   Appropriation   Bill,    1907-8,  iB., 
11515 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build* 
ings)  Bill  1907-8,  com.,  schedule  (Home 
Affairs^,  11696 

Address-m-Kcpl^,  w.,  370 

Adjournment,  Special  ;  Women's  Work  Exhi- 
bition,  m.,  4S<14 

Advertising  Australia :  Standard  Supplement, 
11218,  11302 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings]  Bill, 
3R.,  3901 ;  cam.,  schedule  (Defence),  4061 

Assassination  of  King  of  Portugal,  J^>0m  7795 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 
&c.),  5035 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 

State  laws),  676,  679;  reeom.,  new  clause, 

(post-dated  cheque),  3298 
Bounties  liill,  2R.,  2419;  com.,  first  schedule 

(copra),  3398;  (tobacco),  4172,  4261;  recom., 

first  schedule  (tobacco),  4901 ;  adj.,  6353 
British   Party   Politics :   Australian  interter- 

ence,  address,  37a 
Business,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  487}  order  of,  g., 

10919,  11579-80 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3700 
Customs  Certificates  :  British  Goods,  m.,  1964 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Despatch  of  Bnsi< 
ness,  f.o-t  7904 ;  Schedule  t 

Agricultural,   ke..   Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments,  8578 

Ammonia,  &c.,  9244^;  exfl.,  9345 

Arrowroot,  7954 

Bananas,  7863 

Biscuits,  7677 

Blankets,  &c.,  8238 

Bottles,  8501-3 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9265-7 

Carpets,  &c.,  8274 

Coir  Mats,  &c.,  8276 

Confectionery,  7731 

Cornflour,  7Q13 

Engines,  8678 

Electrical  Machines,  Ac,  8875;  ttns.  reg., 
■  10946 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 

Fish,  7807 

Fruits,  Dried,  7823 


Gray,  Senator  J.  P. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ««/i»ittcrf. 
Furniture,  9379 
Galvanized  Iron,  Ac,  8564 
Glue,  &c.,  851a 
Hats,  &c.,  8317 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7937 ;  ecHi.  reg.,  10860 
Herbs,  Dried,  7883-4 
Hogsheads,  second-hand,  9648 
Insecticides,  Sheep-washes,  £c.,  9283,  9390 
Locks,  9176 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  8663 
Malt  Extract,  7960 

Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8727,  8753, 

8760 
Matches,  7970 
Meats,  Ac,  8oi3,  8017 
Milk,  8033 

Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8678 

Motive  Power  Machinerv,  8637;  (p-o.,  8651) 

Musical  Instruments,  9833. 

Mustard,  8031 

Mustard  Seed,  8029 

Nuts,  8033-9 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8043 

Oils,  8387-9,  8399;  f0fM.  reg..  11335 

Onions,  7884 

Paper,  Ac,  9761 ;  patterns,  9809 
Pianos,  9834,  0841,  9893-9 
Piece  Goods,  8131 
Potatoes,  7888 

Printing  Roller  Composition,  8521-4 
Rails,  Ac,  9064 
Rice,  8082 

Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  8596 

Spectacles,  Ac,  9660 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8583 

Tallow,  &c.,  8376-7,  8381 

Tea,  8108,  8116 

Timber,  9549 

Tool  Handles,  Ac,  9638 

Type,  Ac,  8770 

Vegetables,  7873 

Weighing  Machines,  Ac,  8620 

Wicker,  Ac,  9570 

Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  9578 
Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8077 
Defence  : 

Ammunition  Waggons,  supply,  4061 

Compulsory  Service,  address,  374 

Lithgow :  Land  for  Small  Arms  Factory, 
supply,  11696 

Military  Training  Colleges,  supply,  11516 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  374 
Defence  Bill,  3B.,  5679 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  8651 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Right  of  Reply  to 
Ministerial  Statement  (Customs  Tariff  Bill), 
m.,  7904 

Federal  Capital,  address,  375 

Finance,  Comuonwealth  and  State,  supply, 
3901.  11515 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  370 

Industrial  Conditions,  address,  370,  373 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  address,  375;  2R,,  1159 

London    Oflfices    of    Commonwealth,  supply, 

(Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  373 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6307 
Maitland  Coal    Miners:  Postmastei-Genniil, 
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Gray,  Senator  J.  P. — (ontinued. 

Northern  TerritorVi  addrtts,  374 ;  g.,  8699 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  aU.,  i<m55;  com, 

(payments),  10059 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Disorganization :    Committee    of  Inquiry, 

^  <  dney  Oeneral  Post  Office :  Undermaa- 
ning.  g.,  6296;  sttpfly,  6308 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  371;  g..  11468 

Public  Servants:  Tariff,  g.,  3464 

Public  Service  :  Commission  of  Inquiryj 
suffly,  8922 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (powers  of  Common- 
wealth), c668 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.  (application),  194b 

Supply  Bill  {No.  4),   IB.,  6308 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iK.,  8^2 

Telephone  Connexion :  Riverina,  9742, 
9892 

lobacco  Combine:  Tariff,  f.e.,  2035;  adj., 
2043;  ff.,  2068,  3684,  47i>6 

Oroom,  Hon.  L.  B.,  Darling  Downs  : 

Amending  Bills,  g,,  12039 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  as.. 
8960,  9126;  <ffm,  (definition),  9130;  (amend- 
ment of  Principal  Act),  9132;  (burden  of 
proof),  9133,  gaii;  (power  of  Comptroller- 
General  to  question,  &c.),  9215-6-7,  Q337<9, 
9*33-4  i  reeom.  (power  of  Comptroller- 
General  to  question,  &c.),  9391-2 ;  m.t.ff., 
9481;  3"-,  9MSJ  »05=4 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  g.,  1088,  1089,  1^1,  4086 
Barristers*  Combine,  Alleged,  g.,  6729,  10082 
liouoties  Bill,  ax.,  775;  ««.  (appropriation), 
099,  1001 ;  g.,  1056;  earn,  (specification  of 
bounties),  1058,  1060;  (regulations),  10621 
first  schedule,  1064,  1065,  1068;  (N.Z.  flax), 
1090 ;  (flax  and  hemp),  109a ;  (jute),  109a ; 
(mohair),  1094;  (copra),  1105;  (cotton  seed), 
1107;  (olives),  1121;  (palm  fruit),  1182; 
(peanuts),  1185 ;  (sunflower  teed),  1186 ; 
(rice),  1188,  1197;  (coffee),  laoa;  (tobacco), 
1220,  1225,  1226,  taayi  (preserved  fish),  1294, 
1301,  1302;  (dried  froiti),  1310;  f.a.,  1311- 
4;  (dried  fruits),  1316;  (combed  tops),  1319; 
second  schedule,  1319,  1320,  1332 ; 
reeoM.,  1378;  (appropriation),  1380;  (speci- 
fication of  bounties),  1381,  1382,  1383, 
1386,  1388;  (conditions  of  bounty),  1389; 
(regulations),  1389,  1391  j  g.,  5415;  tamt, 
amdts.,  6401-2-3.4-5,  6439 
Bounties :  Expert  Committee's  Report,  adj., 
648 

Citizens'  Life  Assurance  Compaay,  12200 
Coal   Miners :    Conciliation   aod  Arbitration 

Act.,  2333 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  aR.,  3863,  3879; 
com.  (TasatioD  by  Sutes),  1883,  3886,  3888, 

^38^1,  3895.  3897;  f^  'f  ;  3897 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act,  exfl.,  3589; 
g.,  4937 

Constitution,  questions  involving,  interpretation 

of  the,  obs.,  ii8t 
Consumption ;    Prohibited   Immigrants,  adj., 

(68.1 ;  f.,  3H4 
Cupyright  Bill,  q.,  5130 
t'ti^toms  Administration  : 

Proscrution  :  Adelaide,  y.,  9089,  9090;  adj., 
Q096 

Defence  of  Priminers,  suffly,  9727 


Groom,  Hon.  L.  E. — eoniinued. 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill,  g., 

6131;    2R.,  6370;  com.  (pending  petitions), 

6378-9.  6382 ;  (qualifications  and  vacancies), 

6387;  new  clause  (payment  of  outs) 

6388;  m.s.o.,  6389 
Electoral    Law,    infraction    of,    at  Bsjwon, 

Corio,  g.,  194 
Hstimates,  Additional,  suffly,  I1365 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  2r.,  6056;  torn,  {em- 

elusion  of  lawyers)  7488 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  f., 

4926 

High  Court,  Authority  of,  g.,  9388;  TraTellinc 
Expenses,  suffly.  9737;  Mr.  O'Hallorwrt 
Services,  suffly.  9728,  973a 

High  Court  Cases:  Commimwealth  Costs,  a., 
II 742 

ImporU,  Taxation  of  State,  suffly,  6291 

Income  Tax  :  Webb  v.  Out/rim  judgment, 
773;  petitions  to  Privy  Council,  g.,  6811 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aR.,  11922; 
com.  (deputy  Commissioners),  11963 ;  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  11966;  (persons  dis- 
qualified), 11970-3;  (necessary  conditions), 
V974-.5i  (occasional  short  absences),  11977; 
(invalid  pensions  :  commencement),  1 1978 ; 
(persons  disqualified),  11978;  (limit  of  pen- 
sion), 11979;  (pension  claim),  11979;  (refer- 
ence to  magistrate),  11979;  (investigation  by 
magistrate),  11980 ;  (appeal  or  fresh  evi- 
dence), 119S0;  (ascertu'nmenl  of  pension  foi 
subsequent  years),  11981;  j.,  12038 

Judiciary  Bill,  2R.,   3749;  3765;  com. 

(exclusive  jurisdiction  of  High  Court),  3793; 
new  clause  (causes  pending),  3795;  jb., 
3855 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  int.,  559,  606;  aR.,  718;  adj.,  744; 
eons,  amdt.,  2017 

Leave  of  Absence  to  Members,  m.,  7491 

Life  Assurance  Legislation,  g.,  12200 

Mall  Contract,  Cancelled,  g.,  4279 

Marine  Insurance  Bill,  int.,  4959 

Meteorology  ;  Forecasts,  g.,  94S0 

New  South  Wales  Government  :    Seizure  of 

Wire  Netting,  svffly,  6291  j  judgment  of 

High  Court,  g.,  1174a 
Papua  Bill,  2R.,  1414 

Papua ;  Purchase  of  Conflict  Group,  f 7348 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (com- 
mencement), 2009 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  2B.,  11671;  com. 
(publication  01  parliamentary  papen), 
11673;  (no  action  for  libel  for  publishing 
copies,  &c.).  11675;  n«w  clause  (authority  to 
publish),  11675;  recom.  (no  nction  for  pub- 
lishing parliamentary  papersi,  11780;  cons, 
amdt.,  12198 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  aR.,  3897 ;  com. 
(short  title),  117S0 ;  (preventing  witnessei 
from  giving  evidence),  1 1782-4,  12066; 
(penalty  for  refusing  to  answer  questions), 
12069,  13071-5 

Photographic  Materials  Trust,  11050 

Privilege :  Select  Commiitee  on  Piocedme, 
ad.  refs.,  12048 

Public  Service  : 
'Temporary  Assistance,  suffly,  11365^ 
Transferred  Offigfj^-^  Jj^lfe^j^g^ 


July  3, 1907,  to  June  3, 190S. 


Giooin,  Hon.  L.  E. — contiHued. 

Quaiutiae  Bill,  M.,  541 ;  torn.  (exemptioD  of 
veswls  and  goods),  1619;  (disinfecting  ap- 
poratua  on  veuelt},  1619;  (fumigation  of 
vetMls  to  destroy  veimin),  i6ao;  (veasels  to 
eater  fint  port  of  entrr),  x6az;  (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  ducasc)»  1634,  1717 ; 
(quarantine  surveillance),  1718;  (order  to 
perform  quarantine).  1730;  (performance  of 
quarantine  by  veasel),  1731 ;  (release  from 
quarantine),  1731 ;  (animals  or  plants  to  be 
landed  at  declared  ports),  1733;  (examination 
of  imported  animals],  (733.  1724,  174a.  1753, 
<759t  *764'  1766;  tpower  to  destroy  diieased 
animals),  1725,  1730;  (power  to  destroy  dis- 
eased plants),  1730;  (importing  contrary  to 
proclamation),  .1733-3;  (inquiries  by  quaran- 
tine officer),  1733;  (vaccination  of  quaran- 
tined persons),  1733,  1740.  »74»  >  (entering 
other  than  first  port  of  entry,  having  dis- 
ease on  board),  1741 ;  new  clause  (repeal  of 
State  laws).  1767,  1773.  i774 

Railway  Rates,  Differential,  q.,  13030 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  int.,  647;  3R..  10321 

Senate   Election:   South  Australia,  q.,  404; 
suffly,  8858 

State  Export  Subsidies,  tiSi 

State  Officers :   Compensation    for  Common- 
wealth Work,  suffly^  9738,  9732  j  f.,  10078 

Supply  : 

Attorney.Geoeral       (Secretary's  Office), 
0735-6-7,  11365;  (Crown  Solicitor's  Office), 
9727 ;  (High  CoMit).  9737-8,  973a 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  eom..  Attorney- General  i 

(State  Importations),  6391 
Supply  Bill  (No.  0,  int.,  8858 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aR..  11724;  f""-  'P^^X' 

ments  to  Trust  Accounts),  11863 
Tariff,  adj.,  1684 

Kerosene  duties :  Reftinni,  g.,  7*99 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Vehicles,  7389 
Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  statements  by,  not8 

OuthFla,  B*nator  R.  8..  South  Anaimlia: 
Adjournment  j  Leave  of  absence,  m.,  6299 
Advertising   Australia  :   Immigration,  sufftj% 

5891.  6350  „ 
Afric,  S.S..  q.,  8865,  8979  ^ 
Appropriation  (Works   and    Buildings)  Bill, 

c»m.  (Post  and  Telegraph).  4048:  (Tele- 

graphs  and  Telephones),    4040;  (External 

Affairs),  4081;  3"-'  4i54 
Business  of  next  Session,  q..  i3ioi 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3696 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  an.,  13115 
Compensation  to  Injured  Seamen,  q..  3463. 

3559,  10Q18 
Customs  Administ ration : 

Frauds  at  Adelaide,  f.,  240  , 

Leakages,  alleged,  q.,  6393,  6409 

Port  Adelaide  Officers,  q.. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cont..  Schedule  : 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances.  8890,  0058 

Fire  Extinguishers,  8774 

Fish,  7783-4,  7804.  ^ 

Iron  and  Steel  Pipes,  9088 

Liquorice,  7758-9  .     „    .  tuji 
Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  ftc.,  8663 

Oil)!,  8436 
Salt,  8089.  80Q0 
Timber,  quo 

Weighing  Machines,  Ac,  8623 


Guthrie,  Stuator  R.  S. — comtinued. 
Defence  : 
Protector,  supply,  12147 
Tenth  Australian   Infantry   Regiment,  q., 
8433 

Disputed   Elections  and   Qualifications  Bill. 
559*  >  rtcom.  (pending  petitions),  57?^ 

Grain  Bags,  Weight  of,  q.,  1567 

Inter-Stutc  Commission  •  Differential  Railway 
Rates,  q.,  isioi 

London    Offices   of   Commonwealth,  tufply, 
4081,  4154 

Mail  Contracts  ; 
Cancelled,  q.,  349,  3558,  4363,  446a 
Differentiation  against  Unionists,  m.,  4500 
Uail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6208 

Marine    Signal    Stations,    South  Australia, 

^''tf^y*  4049 

Navigation    Bill,    supply,    5879;    j.,  7623, 

8863-4.  8978 
Navigation  Conference,  q.,  8 
Papers  :   Printing  Committee,  M.,  133,  934, 

4468,  8225 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
Port  Pirie  Post  Office,  supply,  4048; 
5176 
Postal  Service : 
Moonta  Mines,  q.,  8386 
Port  Pirie,  q.,  39,  133 
Public  Service  : 

Overtime  Payments,  q.t  7793 
Quarantine  Bill,  2K.,   5300;  cam.   (scope  of 
quarantine),    5304 ;    (powers    of  Common- 
wealth),   5473,    5479;    new    paragraph  (ex- 
clusion    01     consumptives),      p.o.,      5993 ; 
(exemption  of  vessels),  5993 ;  (disinfecting 
apparatus  on  vessels),  5993-4-5;  (vessel  lo 
enter  first  port  of  entry),  5995-6;  (hoisting 
of    quarantine    signal),    5997 ;    (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disease),  5998;  (signal), 
5998]  6226 ;  (no  person  to  quit  vessel  subject 
to  quarantine),  6000-1-2;  (power  to  destroy 
diseased     animala),    6069;     (liability  of 
owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for  quarantined 
persons),  6071,  6c^9;  (persons  able  to  sup- 
port themselves),  6317*9;  (quarantine  signals), 
6336;  (owners  liable  for  services  of  medi- 
cal officer),  6330 
Senate  Vacancy  :  South  Australia,    f.a.,    8 : 
Committee's  Report,  q.,  3556;  High  Court 
Judgment,  q.,  7753 
Shipping:  Differential  Treatment,  q.,  11983 
Stamtory  Rules,  supply,  4154;  4155 
Strangers,  presence  of,  p.ff.,  8778 
Supplj;  Bill  (No.  3),  3a.,  5879;  com..  External 

Affairs :   (advertising  Australia),  5891 
Supply  Bill   (No.  4),  com..  External  AfTairn 

(advertising  Australia),  6350 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  com..  Schedule, 

Defence  :  (South  Australia),  12147 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
"Party"  Telephones,  South  Australian,  q., 

39,  131,  247 
Pinnaroo  Railway  Telegraph  Line,  q.,  lO^o 
Telegraphic  Delay:   Kingscote,  g.,  11318. 
ii^S-7 

Telegraphic  Money  Orders,  supply,  4154; 

9:  5979 
Telephone  Rates,  q-,  473 
Voting  Machines,  m.,  1271. 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  supply,  4049;  q.,  ii^'t 
Workmen's  Compensation  Bill,  q.,  5177,  6061 
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Hall.  Mr.  D.  R.,  Werritaa: 

Australian  Industries  PreseivatiOn  Bill,  3l., 

9117 
Defence  : 

Cadet  Corps,  g.,  iiiSo 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11392 
Federal  Capital,  j^.,  3508,  3733 
Government,  position  of  the,  suffly,  10451 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,  q.,  10876,  10967 
New  Protection,  j.,  tjog^ 
Parliament  House:  Sewering,  12039 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  :  New  South 

Wales,  suffly,  S834,  11292 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  :  Royal  Com* 
mission,  suffly,  10451 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  ini.,  8834 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Apparel  and  Attire,  5630 
Wire  Netting,  4523 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 

Telephone  Attendants :   New  South  Wales 

Elections,  q,,  1866 
Telephone  Facilities :   Guarantees,  suffly, 
11293 

TelephoDcs,  Young;       80,  81 

Havpsr,  Ron.  R.,  Mtrnda: 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (locks),  10^80; 

(paints  and  colours),  10896-8;  (oils),  logii. 

11115,  11551-4*  (tog  band  saws),  f.o.,  11543 

[See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 
Light  Hone  Brigade  Camp,  q..  65<,5 
New  Hebrides:  Joint  Court,  q.,  lojSS 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  1  Mtnisterial 

Statement,  m.s.o.,  11636 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2S.,  11829 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  5357 

Cocoa  Butter,  &c.,  5259 

Coffee,  5261 

Glue,  &c.,  6950-3 

Locks,  cons,  req.,  10780 

Log  Band  Saws,  eons,  req.,  f.o.,  11543 

Machines  and  Machinery,  6707,  6711 

Milk,  Condensed,  &c.,  5502,  5519 

Oils,  6868;  cons,  req.,  10911,  1:115,  "S5''4 

Paints  and  Colours,  cons,  req.f  ic»96-8 

Potato  Flour,  5345-6 

Strawboard,  7228 

Tin  Plate,  6117 

Weighing  Machines,  ftc,  6628 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Glucose,  4636 

Starch,  5549,  5550,  5552,  5556 

Hedtftta,  Mr.  W.  N.,  Fremantle  : 

Addrcss-in-Reply,  m.,  165 

Advertising  Australia,  supply,  9628 

American  Fleet,  g.,  11180 

Australian  Provident  Fund,  Budget.  3034 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  schedule  (peanuts),  1185 ; 
(rice),  1198;  recom.  (specification  of  boun- 
ties), 1382,  1387,  1389 

Budget,  io3^ 

Customs  Department  ! 
Bonds,  q.,  3348,  2690 
Sule  of  Seized  Goods,  6131 


Hedges,  Mr.  W,  N. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (Motive-power 
Machinery),  10680-3,  »i535-**;  (Rock-diilU), 
10711;  (Kiuls,  &c.),  10749;  (Standards,  &c.), 
10803;  (Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels], 
10805;  (Wire  Gauze),  10807,  10813-5;  (Fibro- 
cement,  etc.),  10902;  (Crucibles,  ate),  10904, 
ii55^>  "561;  (Stone  and  Marble),  iiooo; 
(Paper),  11080;  (Timber),  11145-7',  iir6o-5-6j 
(Axles),  11175;  (Curtains,  ftc.),  Z1442; 
Electrical  Machines),  11445-7.  K^*f  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 
Morris  Tubes,  9478 

Departmental  Methods,  suffly,  11289 

Dry  Farming,  q.,  9765 

Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  1x289 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (exclusion  of 
lawyers),  7490 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  address,  165 

Immigration  :  Land  Settlement,  suffly,  9628 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2R.,  11956; 
com.  (necessary  conditions),  11973-5 

Iron  and  Steel  Industry,  Buaget.  3037 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survcv 
Bill,  int.,  626 

London  Offices,  suffly,  3658 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m,,  6490;  y.,  8817 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  com., 
(schedule),  12180 

Mining  Machinery,  Budget,  3030 

Northam  Post  Omce,  suffly,  3534 

Old-age  Pensioni,  addresst  166;  Budget^  3034; 
{see  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bi'lt). 

Olive,  Cocoanut,  and  Mineral  Oils,  jf.,  1716 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3B.,  1990 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget.  3033 
Public  Debt  :  Australia,  Budget,  3027 
Quarantine  Billj  com.,  (scope  of  quarantine), 
1463;  (importing  contrary  to  proclamation), 

Secession  Movement,  Budget,  3033 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures  and  Foods :  Mr.  Beate's 

Report,  q,,  10309 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Misccllaaet  us),  9628 
Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegrapi-I. 
3534 ;  (London  Offices),  3658 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  a».,  11757 
Tariff,  m.,  3035  : 

Indexed  Copies  of  Old,  q.,  3687 
Wheels  and  Axles,  g.,  3313,  2687;  Budget. 
302^ 

Tariff  Commission's  Reports,  q.,  6419 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural   &c.,    Machinery    and  Impl^ 
meats,  6564 

Arms,  6034-5 

Axles,  eons,  req.,  11175 

Blacking,  &c.,  6852 

Bufigv  Shafts,  7130 

Chairs,  7000 

':rucibles,   ftc,   cons,   req.,    10904,  11556, 

11561  ' 
Curtains,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  1144a 
Earthenware,  6905 

Electrical  Machines,  em.  reg.,  11445-7 
E'xplosives,  7381-6,  7390 
Fibro-cement,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  10903 
Galvanized  Iron,  6545 
Kerosene,  6871 

Mining  Machinery,  Rock  Drills.  6785,  679a, 
679S;  cens.  req.,  10711  ^  _ 
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Hedges.  Mr.  W.  H.—ecniinued. 
Tariff  ResotutioQS  (Customs) — continued. 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  &c.,  6659,  6669; 

conz.  req.,  10680-3,  **S3S-** 
Musical  Instrumeats,  7358 
Nails,  66ia,  6617,  66at 
taper,  &c.,  cans,  req.,  11080 
Pianos,  734a 

Rails,  &c.,  6821 ;  cons,   req.,  10749 
Boad  Rollers,  Traction  Engiaes,  &c.,  670S-3 
Roofing  Tiles,  6908 
Saws,  6749-50-1 

Standards,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10803 
State  Iioportatioosi  7430 
Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels,  cens.  req., 
10805 

Stone  and  Itarble,  6962}  cons,  req.,  iiooo 
Tanks,  6625 

Timber,  7075,  7091,  7102}  eons,  req.,  iti45-7, 

iii6o-5-6 
Tool  Handles,  7121-4 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6628-9 
Wire  Gauze,  cons,  req.,  10807,  '0813 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  ^813 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Voting  Machioes,  q.,  2890 

Western  Australia :  Survey  of  North- West 
Coast,  q.,  24^0 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  12154 

Wire  Netting,  Budget,  3030 

Henderaon,  Senator  O.,  IPi^^/Tn  Amtralia  : 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  1907-8,  com,,  schedule  (Home 
Affairs),  11694 

Ad  dress- in-Reply,  m.,  291 

Adjournment  Special,  m.,  7789 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2B., 
4513 ;  com.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  question,  &c.),  5017 ;  ad.  ref.,  519a 

Bounties  Bill,  address,  294;  as.,  275a;  com., 
new  clause  {prevention  of  monopoly),  2776-7; 
first  schedule  (cotton),  2871 ;  (jute),  31591 
3263;  (mohair),  3370;  (rubber),  3575;  (coffee), 
3577.  37";  (tobacco),  4174;  (fish),  4262 

Chinese  :  Influx  to  Western  Australia,  q.,  9236 

.Coal  Combine,  ad;.,  3695 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  681 

Customs  Department  Promotions,  n.,  564 

Customs  Tariff  Biltj  com..  Schedule  : 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Bananas,  7850 
Brasswork,  &c.,  8764 
Carpets,  &c.,  8260-4 
Coffee,  7765 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  8889,  8895 
Electrical    Uachmery,    8803 ;    eens.  req., 
10944 

Explosives,  99a8-9 
Fish,  7807 
Fruits,  dried,  7820 
Furniture,  937S 
Lantern  Slides,  &c.,  9934 
Machines,  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  8708 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  8761-3 
Manures,  9916 
Matches,  7999,  8007 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8677 
Mining  Machinery,  8789,  8796 
*    "  Motive  Power  Machinery,  ^35 
Rice,  8074 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7660 


Henderson,  Senator  G. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  {SvheduUy—ecntiHtud. 
Tallow,  &c.,  8385 
Tea,  8ioa-7 

Timber,  9455,  9545;  cons.  req..  11605 
Tool  Handles,  &c.,  (J637 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  8621-3;  eons,  req., 
10937 

Wood,  Articles  of,  n.e.i.,  9578 
Days  of  Sitting,  adj.,  7789 
Defence  : 

Lithgow  ;  Land  for  Small  Arms  Factory, 

suffly,  11694 
Maribyrnong  ;   Land  for  Cordite  Factory, 
suffly,  1 1694 
Defence  Bill,  as.,  5688 
Electoral  Act,  address^  396 

Interference  with.  Voters^  adj.,   3446;  q., 
3364.  4362 

Excise  Tariff  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clauke 

(exclusion  of  lawyers),  5126 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  aga 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aB.,  13014 
Katgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  396;  aK.^  1143;  q.,  11317 
Mail  Contracis : 

Differentiation  against  Unionists,  M.,  450a 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6305 
Maitland   Coal   Miners :   Postmaster -General, 

adj.,  8361 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  393 
Northern  Territory,  addresi,  a95 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  com.  (payments), 

ioo6a-7 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  294;  {see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament   House:    Garden,   suffly,  5883-4; 

Entertainment  of  Strangers,  q.,  6060;  adj., 

609a;  Accommodation,  suffly,  8983 
Parties,  position  of,  address,  393 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 

Cue  i  Postmaster,  6296 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  393 

Frintinf;  Committee,  m.,  39;  obt.t  680;  m., 
fiSo,  934,  935,  1566,  1567,  2i8o,  3283,  ^148. 

3464.  3707.  4463.  4469.  5647.  6*93.  7843-6. 
8221-7,  8673 ;  obs..  9297  J  q.,  9353 ;  9353, 

K>»5S 

Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 
ad.  ref.,  11994 

Quarantine  Bill,  2K.,  5299;  com.,  (arrange- 
ments with  State  Governments :  stations, 
&c.),  5306;  (powers  of  Commonwealth),  5666; 
new  paragraph  (exclusion  of  consumptives), 
f.o..  5991 

Senate  Vacancy:  South  Australia,  m,,  4802; 
93S3 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  yj 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  com.,  (application),  1936 

Supply  Bill  (No.    3),    com..  Schedule  :  The 

Parliament,  5883-4 
Supply  Bill  (No.    5),  com..  Schedule  t  The 

Parliament,  8983 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  293 
Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  adj.,  2053 ;  Select 

Committee,  m.,  3052 

Holder,    Hon.    Sir    F.   W.,  K.O.M.O.. 

Wakefield  : 
See  Speauk,  Mr.  (StnjECis).  . 
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HujheB,  Hon.  W.  H.,  West  Sydney : 

Adult  MilitaiT  Trainiog,  m.,  1282 
Agricultural  MachiDeiy :  Excise  I>uty,  dtf;.. 

Bounties    Bill,    com.     {appropri&tionj,  1016; 

schedule  (rice),  liQ.1 
Budget,  3476 

Customs  Tarilf  Bill,  cons.  req.  (stearme,  para- 
ffine  wax,  Stc),  10506;  (nay  and  cbatf), 
10546;  (locks),  10781 ;  (oils),  10980.  {Stt 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)) 

Defence  : 
Cordite  Factory,  suffly^  iia86 
Corowa  Cadet  Corps,  q.,  5328 
Harbor  and  Coastal,  sufpy,  11285,  i'4'4 
Naval     Construction,     y.,     4308;  suffiy, 
1 1285,  11414 

Estimates,  Additional,  suffiy,  11 283,  11414 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act. 
adj.,  6367 

Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  q.,  10787 

Immigration,  Budget,  24S5 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aK.,  11961 

judiciary  Bill,  m..  3773 

Labour  and  Opposition  Parties,  Budget,  2478 
Labour  Party's  Caucus,  exfi,,  10876 
Land  Values  Taxation,  Budget,  2482-6. 
London    Offices   of   Commonwealth,  suffiy, 

3637;  exfl.,  3677 
Mail  Contracts  : 

DifTerentiution  against  Unionists,  m.,  257a; 
q.,  4623 

European  :  Speed  of  Vessels,  q.,  5497 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2K.,  614S; 

com.  (schedule),  12179 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2487  {tee  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament :    Reflections   on    Members,  eis., 

10^ 

FarliameDtary   Allowances   Bill,   int.,  1008; 

com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1992;  Budget, 

Paitfamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (penalty 
for  refusing  to  answer  questions),  12074 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  1 
Officialdom :    Need    for    inquiry,  ntffiyt 
11286 

Sydney  General  Post  OflSce :  Disorganisa- 
tion, suffiy,  11283 
PosUl  Service  : 
Boy  Labour,  suffiy,  485^-3 
Compensation  Claims,  suffiy,  4852 
Country  Contractors,  suffiy,  4852,  5704 
Letter  Carriers'  Forage  Allowance,  suffiy, 
ir284 

Letter  Delivery,  Sydney,  q.,  3972;  suffiy, 
4852 

Temfiorary  Employes,  suffiy,  4851 
Undermanning  :  Sydney,  suffiy,  5704,  11283 

Preferential  Trade,  Budgft.  2490 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4938 

Quarantine  Bill,  torn,  (scope  of  quarantine), 

1456  , 
Shipping  ;  Differentia!  Treatment,  q.,  11910 
States  Rights,  Budget,  2486 
Supply  ; 

Works   and   Buildings,   (External  Affairs), 

3637.  3677?  (Defence),  11414 
Tariff,  m.,  2476 

Debates,  Conclusion  of,  q.,  11052-3 
Ijobbying,  ohs.,  ioqSo 

Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  4128, 
4337>  433><  4355*  4359 


HughM.  Hon.  W.  M.—effHtinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ; 

Agricultural,  &c.,  Machinery  and  Imple> 
ments,  6054,  6578,  6583;  ale,  porter,  Ac, 
4128 

Animals,  4769,  4771 
Bicycles,  7280 
Candles,  4938^ 
Confectionery,  5216,  5242 
Com  Flout,  5352 
Dates,  533a 
Furniture,  7019 
Gl.iss,  fee,  6933 

H.\y  and  Chaff,  5361  ;  tons,  req.,  10546 

Jewellery,  714S-9 

Kerosene,  cons,  req.,  109S0 

Locks,  6114;  cons,  req.,  107S1 

Magazines,  7194 

Milk,  Condensed,  &c.,  5506 

Potatoes,  5342 

Road  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  6690 
Sheep   Shearing   Machines,   657S,  658.1 
Stearine,   Paraffine  Wax,   &c.,   cans,  req., 
ro5o6 

Wire  Netting,  4453,'  4568 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  5E42,  5S45 
(See  Customs  Tariff 'Rill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Cigarettes,  4325 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  t 

Country  Telephone  Facilities,  suffiy,  11285 
Sydney  Telephone  System,  suffiy,  11285 

HutehisoB,  Hr.  J.,  Hindmartih : 
Absentee  Tax,  Budget,  3034 
Addrcss-in-Reply,  m,,  178 
Australia,  Slanders  on,  suffiy,  9610 
Australian    Industries    Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
9037;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  9199;  (power 
of    Comptroller-General   to   question,  ftc), 

9^33:  3''-.  9591 
Bounties   Bill,   cam.,    (appropriation),  1006, 

to22 ;    schedule    (mohair),    1096;  (olives), 

1109,  1119;  (peanuts),  1185;  (coffee),  1208;. 

(tobacco),  r]23,  1226,  1228,  1229,  1230 
Budget,  2922 

Business,    Precedence    of    Government,  w., 
2803 

Chinese,  Influx  of,  q.,  9844 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (Taxation 

by  States).  3885 
Consumption :     Prohibited  Immigrants,  adj., 

1683 

Customs  Administration  : 

Audit  Staff,  q.,  8938;  adj.,  9094;  suffiy, 
9990 

Frauds,  alleged,  q.,  23,  590,  6354,  8815, 
9089;  flrf;.,  9093-8;  q.,  10180 

Inspector  •General,  q,,  ^17 
Customs  Tariff   Bill.  cons,   req.,   (sago  and 
tapioca),  ,10497,  ;  (stearine,  paraffine 

wax,  &c.),  10508 ;  (confectionery),  10515 ; 
(matches),  10553;  (li^ts,  caps,  &c.),  10610- 
3;  (flannelette),  10629;  (waddings,  &c.), 
10632;  (manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.), 
10697;  (kitchen  utensils,  cast-iron),  10708- 
9 ;  (wire-netting),  10772 ;  (oils),  10823, 
11550-1-3-6 ;  (pamts  and  colours),  10895- 
6-7-8-9 ;  (crucibles,  &c.),  1090^,  1 1  c6o ; 
(glass,  &c.),  10904-5;  (disinfectants,  ftc), 
riooi-3-6-7-8,  11566;  (stained  glass  win- 
dows), 1 1186 ;  (paper),  11453 ;  (electrica* 
and  gas  meters),  11547  {stf  Tariff  Resolo 

tions  (Cu«om.i^.j,^^,^^QoOgle 


July  3,  1907,  to  June  J,  lyos. 


Hulr-hison,  Mr.  J. — eentinued. 
Defence  : 
Australian   Navy,   Budget,  2940 
^'adet  Uniforms,  f.,  33 

<^a<lets,     Medical    ExamtnatiOD,    q.,  3^86, 

3936,  7^48;  suf^y,  10083 
Compulsory  Service,  iiui'gei,  aq.iS 
Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans,  q., 

12040 

Departmental  Administration,  Budget,  2936 
Hanks,  Lance- Sergeant,  g.,  1976 
Naval  Agreement,  Budget,  29^0 
Rasiell,  Lieut.,  q.,  1753,  1976 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  11360 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualiricntions   Hill . 
2R.,  6376;    com.  (pending  petitions),  6378, 
6183  ;  (qualifications  and  vacancies),  6386-7  . 
tiik,  6389 

Electoral  Act.  address,  179,  182;  suffly,  9888, 
9890 

Electoral  Office  Printing,  suffly,  9886-8 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11259 

Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11369 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery) 
Act,  1090;    q.,   1750;    suffly,  1795: 

g.,  2347,  2688,    27QOj    a79»  J  2843 ; 

Budget,  aq2q;  q.,  3368,  ^520;  adj.,  5558; 
•5691;  stiffly.   5693;  q..  6r3o,  6354;   arf; , 
6370;  ?•*  6811,  7026,  7296;  arf/.,  12167 

Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  4647,  4749 

Federal  Capital,  address,  187 

Finance,  Commonwealth  and  States,  Budget, 
2934:  ii5>5i  payment  of  Surplus  Re- 
venue, q.^  1178-t 

Firp  Insurance  Bill,  an.,  1613 

Fiannel,  Australian,  Budget,  393a 

Government,  position  of  the,  suffly,  10453 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9584 

High  Commissioner,  address.  186 

Hours  of  Meeting,  adj.,  3330 

Immigration,  suffly,  9610;  statement  by  Mr. 
Wade  as  to  Commonwealth  Policy,  q.,  11386 

Immigration  leagues,  adj.,  929 

ImmigratioD  Restriction  Act :  Contract  Labour, 
q..  5046 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  t7& 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions   Bill,  torn. 

(necessary  conditions),  ii974-5>6;  (occasional 

short  absences),  11977-8 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bui,  eons,  amdt.,  3022 
Labour  Patty,  Budget,  2923 
Lighthouses,  suffly,  q8S8 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  eom. 

(Regulations),  12175 
Kavigatioo  Conference,  address,  179 
Mew  Protection,  adj.,  2843;  Budget,  3925;  q., 

TJorthem  Territory,  address,  186;  suffly,  go'** 

Accounts,  suffly,  9970 
Old-tge  Pensions,  address,  187;  ij.,  880  (See 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Parliament      House :      Entertainment  of 

Strangers,  adj.,  629a 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  e»m,  (amount 

of  allowance),  1997,  2008;  new  clause  (return 

of   increase    to    revenue),    2013 ;    q.,  3449, 

3964 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (penalty 

for  refusing  to  answer  questions),  12071 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  adj.,  886 
Patent  Office.  882 


Hutchison,  Mr.  J. — continued. 
Patriot   Newspaper,   Western   Australia ;  ad- 
dress,  180 

Petition:  Signatures,  f.o.,  3409;  ebs.,  3410; 

34".  3418.  3853 
Foiilal  Kutes  Bill,  q.,  883 
Post  dnd  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  suffly,  8860 
Cabinet  Committee:  Kepoit,  q.,  I1525 
Commonwealth  Stamp,    q.,    8818;  stiffly, 
8S60 

Goodwood  Post  Office,  q.,  11260 
Hamilton  Post  OlHce,  q.,  3433 
Mail  Motor  Cars,  q.,  9477,  ^42 
Newspaper  Postage,  q.,  7027 
Ro>al  Commis-iion,  supf/y,  10453 
Telegraph  Messengers,  suffly,  SSbo 

Preferential  Trade  iTariff),  4550,  4:^73,  4789 

Printing  Committee,  Reports,  w.,  769,  771, 
1595,  2229,  3171,  3851 

Printing  Office,  suffly,  3593 

Public  Service  : 
Age  Retirements,  q.,  9475 
Commissioner,  adaress,  186;  Budget,  3935 
Employes'  Union*:  Officials,  suffly,  8860; 

q.,  8925,  gqi;3 
Entrance  Examin.iltons,  Adelaide  Telephone 

Exchange,  Budget,  =936 
Examination  Papers,  q,,  12151 
Gratuities  to  Officers  for  Suggestions,  suf- 

fty,^ 
Increments,  Budget,  2934 
Landing  Officers'  Leave,  q.,  2235 
Overtime,  Customs,  Melbourne,  9.,  3969 
Reinstatement  of  Dismissed    Omcen,  ad- 
dress, 185 

Public  Service  Bill,  21c.,  12058 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.,  (scope  of  quarantine), 
14671  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy 
vermm),  1621 ;  (vaccination  of  quarantined 
persons),  1730;  cons,  amdts.,  8953 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  6674 

Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  suffly, 
8859 

Sessum,  Close  of  the,  q.,  11790 
State  Export  Subsidies,  q.,  1181 
Supply : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10083 
External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9610 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  98116-8,  9890; 

(Works  and  Buildings),  ii3C^ 
Trade  and  Customs,  9990 
Treasury  (Audit  Office),  9970 
Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury),  3593 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  int.,  1795 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8859 

Tariff,  m.,  3922  : 
Action  of  New  South  Wales  Goremmenti 
q.,  2563 

Order    of  -Consideration    of    Items,  f.0., 

4121;  «.,  4129,  4336.  4358 
Retailers*  increased  prices,  g.,  1865 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  1974 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Agricultural,  &c..   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6555 
Ale,  &c.,  4i2(j 
Bags,  Sec,  recom.,  5732 
Bananas,  5339 
Blue,  4789 
Bottles,  6946-8 

Confectionery,  cent,  re^^  10515 
Crucibles,  Sc.,  ccns.  r\  ' 

Digitized  by 


Hi 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Hutchison,  Mi.  J. — eontinutd. 

Tariff  ResolutioDS  (Customs) — continued. 
Disinfectants,    Sheep   Washes,   (EC,   6981 ; 

tons.  req..  11001-3-6-7-8,  11566 
Electrical  and  Gas  Meters,  cons,  req.,  "547 
Explosives,  7386 
Flannelette,  eons,  req.,  10629 
Galvaatzed  Iron,  6535 
Glass,  &c.,  6916;  eons,  req.,  10904-5 
HaU,  Caps,  itc,  5950.  5568;  eons,  req., 

io6io-3 
Hay  and  Chaff,  S4*» 
Hoist,  Hollman  Patent,  6712 
Importations  for  Governor-General  and  State 

Governors,  7430 
Kitchen    Utensils,    cast-iron,    cons,  req., 

1070S-9 
Lamps,  6039,  6040 
Machines  and  Machmety,  6713-4 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n-e.i.,  eons,  req., 

10697 
Manures,  7363 
Matches,  cons.  req..  10553 
Mining  Machinery,  6797-8 
Motive-power  Machinery,  SiC,  6653 
Newspaper  Supplements,  7269 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  10823,  11550-1-3-6 
Punts  and  Colours,  eons,  req.^  io895-6-7-8-9 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  ii4S3 
Peel,  preserved,  5314 
Pianos,  7341 
Printing  Inks,  7259 

Road    Rollers,    Traction     Engines,  ftc, 
6700-1-3 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  eons,  req.,  10497,  >05°i 
Salt,  5536 

Scientific  Apparatus,  6903 
Spirits,  4136-7 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  6916;  eons,  req., 
11186 

Stale  Importations,  7436 

Stearine,  Paraffioe  Wax,  Ac,  5142;  eons. 

req.,  10508 
Stone  and  Marble,  6962 
Stoves,  6044 

Stripper-harvesters,  7447 
Tea,  5464 
Timber,  7073,  7095 
Tobacco,  4228 
Type,  Printers',  6755 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  1063a 
Wire  Netting,  4550,  4573,  4578;  eent.  req., 
10772 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  43>S.  43^5 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2936 

Irrina,  Mr.  Hanm  Oramputnt  ■' 

Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  993;  eom.t  schedule  (rice), 

1 193;  (coffee),  i3o8 
Budget,  3QI4 

Bureau  of  Agriculture,  Budget,  291; 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  in/.,  13090 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (paper),  11458. 

{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 
Finance,  Federal  and  State,  Budget,  3916 
High  Commissioner,  Budget,  2916 
Immigration,  Budget,  2915 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  2915 
London  Offices,  Budget,  3917;  suffly,  3654 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   in/.,  1900; 

eom.t  (amouot  of  allowance),  3003 


Irvine,  Mr.  VLKat—eorainued. 
Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  2920 
Preferential  Trade  (Tarim,  4777 
States  DebU,  Budget,  agifr^ 

Supply  : 

Works   and   Buildings,   (London  Offices)* 
3654 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3K.,  11851 

Tariff,  m.,  2914 

Tariff  Reaolutioas  (Customs) : 

Bags,  &c.,  recom.,  5735 

Biscuits,  4777 

Blankets,  Flannels,  ftc,  5736 

Bottles,  6938 

Carbon  Bisulphide,  7393 

Carpets,  Ac,  5739 

Casks,  ftc.,'  7134 

Corks,  7380 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  washes,  ftc,  6987 
Flannelette,  5935 
Furniture,  7019 

HaU,  Caps,  &c.,  5957,  5968,  5974 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5433 

Hogsheads,  7136 

Manures,  7365 

Milk,  Condensed,  &c.,  5516 

Nails,  6618 

Packages,  Olltude,  7347 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  11458 
Shocks,  7137 

Socks  and  Stockings.  5935 
Stone  and  Marble,  6960 
Stoves,  6045 
Timber,  7097 
Watches,  ftc,  7151 
Wire  Netting,  4438 
Yams,  7377 

[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Irrlna,  Hon.  W.  H.,  K.O.,  Flinder*: 

Address-in- Reply,  m.,  325 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9516 
Australian    Industries  Preservation   Bill,  2K., 

9121  i  com.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 

to  question,  ftc),  9215,  9230;  3B.,  9592 
Bounties  Bill,  3K,  798;  com.  (app'opriatiral, 

1002,  lotS;  exfl.,  1379,  1280;  reeom.  (regn- 

latioQs),  1391,  139a;  ^R.,  1396 
Budget,  2491 ;  f.o.,  2656 
Business,    Precedence    of    Government,  m., 

3800 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  QiU,  int.,  12077 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill  (additional 
provisoes,  South  African  Preference),  1x054 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3B,  7465;  cons,  req.  (sago 
and  tapioca),  10498;  {f.o.,  10502);  (confec- 
tionery), 10515;  (hay  and  chaff),  10534-7; 
(apparel  and  attire),  10568;  (bags  and  tacks), 
f.o..  10572;  (gloves),  10578;  (hats,  caps,  ftc), 
10580;  (f-O;  10627);  (motive  power  ma- 
chinery, &c.),  10679;  ('ock  drills),  10730; 
(electrical  machines),  10735),  10743; 

(locks),  10777;  (pAper),  11084;  (oils),  11107; 
constitutional  rights  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, m.,  11432 ;  f.o.,  11437 ;  (log 
band  saws),,  f^o.,  1 1543-4;  (coal  cutting 
machines),  11544;  (gas  meters),  f.o.,  11545; 
(disinfectants,  sheep  washes,  &c.).  11565; 
n.,  11432;  f-o.*  >1437*  Tariff  Resolu- 

tions (Customs) ) 

Defence  ; 

Military  OiBcers,  alien  servants,  q,,  12156-7 
Naval  Agreement,  aidrefS^ 
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Irrioe,  Hon.  W.  H.,  K.C.~-coHti»ued. 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  q.,  68i3;  aB.,  747a 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultuial  Machinery)  Act,  g.t 

5908-9,  6097,  6130 
Federal  Capital,  addrett,  326 
Finance,   Federal   and  State,  address,  S30; 

Budget.  2495;  e-'  9^6>  1 1338;  payment  of 

monthly  balances,  adj..  11735;  "7381 

11740-3 

Freeman  and  Walacc :    Correspondence,  Mf- 

^fiy,  "337      .  .       ,  ^ 

Govenunent,  position  of  the,  suffly,  10460 

"Grievance"  Day,  f.a.,  104O4 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  9518,  9710 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11432;  f.o.,  11437 

Immigration,  supply,  9516,  9710,  9725 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  227 

indiciary  Bill,  m.,  ;  2K.,  3788 

[algoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  int..  560,  617;  adj.,  744 
Labour  Party :  Land  Policyt  Budget,  2491, 
2501 

Loan  Policy,  Budget,  2501 

London    Offices  of   Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3618,  3668 
Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  225 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  6153; 

earn,  (regulations),  12176;  (schedule),  12177 
New  Protection,  suffly,  1784;  g.,  6231 
Mew  Protection  (Tariff),  4131,  10535-7 
Parliament :    ReflecfTons   on   Members,  obs.y 

II 107 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  int.,  1883 ; 
m.,  1924;  com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  aooi ; 
new  clause  (return  of  increase  to  revenue), 
2013 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (penalty 
for  refusing  to  answer  questioos),  12072 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Finances,  supply,  10184;  q.,  12151 
Ministerial  Statement,  f.a.,  11630 
Penny  Postage,  q.,  12151 
Prohibition  of  Letters,  supfly,  11337 
Royal    Commission,   f.o.,  10404;  supply, 
10460 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  227 

Protective  System,  Budget,  249a 

Public  Service  ;  Automatic  Increments,  Bud- 
get, 2502 ;  expl.,  2651 

Quarantine  Bill ,  aa. .  ^36 ;  eom.,  (commence- 
ment), 1417;  (proclamation  of  ports  of  en- 
t'y).  *553J  new  clause  (repeal  of  State 
Laws}.  177a 

Revenue  Returns,  q.,  10751 

States  Debts,  Budget,  24^ 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9516,  9710, 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10184 
Works    and    Buildings,    (London  OflGcei), 
3618.  1668  ' 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2).  int.,  1783  4 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  gSiSi;  q.,  11328; 

2R.,  I1814 

Tariff,  m.,  2401  ; 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 
q..  2232 

New  Protection  ;  Excise,  supply,  1784 
Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  m.,  4628 
Rebates  on  Machinery,  6730 
Revn)i.e.  tufpiy,  1783 

Timber  Duties :  Rebate  on  butter  boxes  and 
fruit  rases,  q.,  6421,  6676,  7035 


Irvine,  Hon.  W.  H.,  K.C. — continued. 
Tariff  Commission,  ohs.,  7465 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ; 
Agricultural,   &c..   Machinery   and  Lmpte^ 

ments,  6567,  6573 
Ale,  &c.,  4131 

Apparel  and  Attire,  eons,  req.,  10568 
Bags,  Sacks,  &c.,  eons,  req,,  {f.o.,  10572) 
Coat  Cutting  Machines,  eons,  req.,  11544 
Confectionery,  cans,  req.,  10515 
Disinfectants,  sheep  washes,  AIlc,  eons.  req.„ 
11565 

Electrical  Machines,  eens,  req.,  (p.o.),  10^35 
1074a 

Gas  Meters,  eons.  req..  f.o.,  11545 

Gloves,  cons,  req,,  10578 

Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10580 

Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10534-7 

Iron  and  Steel  (VI.A),  6841;  (VLB),  6842 

Jewellery,  unfinished,  7144 

Locks,  cons,  'req,,  10777 

Log  Band  Saws,  cons,  req.,  f.o.,  11543-4 

Machines  and  Machinery  \,f.o.,  6705),  6730 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  eons,  req.,  10679 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  IH07 

Packages,  outside,  7348 

Paper,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  110S4 

Pianos,  7348 

Rails,  ftc,  6815 

Rock  Drills,  cons.  req..  10730 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  cons,  req.,  1049S 

Saws,  6751 

State  Importations,  7428 
Stripper-harvesters,  6573 
Sugar,  4754 

Timber,  7021,  7079,  7084,  7086,  (f.o.,  7092) 
Watches,  ftc,  7151 
Weighing  Machines,  ftc,  6627 
Wire  Netting.  4^24 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Transferred  Properties,  q.,  11742 

Johiuon,  Hr.  W.  B.,  Lang: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  6519 
Addrea»-in-Reply,  m.,  109 
Adjournment,  Christmas,  q.,  7290,  7416 
Advertising  Australia  :  Purchase  of  Lone  Haruk 

article,  ij.,  10753,  10786,  io87<),  10963 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  q.,  10^7 
Asiatics,  Influx  of,  supply,  t)407 
Australia,  Maps  of,  q.,  1056 
Australian    Industries    Preservation    Bill,  2R.^ 

9026 ;     com.     (burden     of     proof),     q209  i 

(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 

ftc.),  9220,  9*35 
Australians  Repatriated  from  South  Africa, 

503:  inffty*  11362-4 
Beacons,  Buoys,  and  Ocean  Lights,  address, 

121;  q.,  405;  ad;.,  1469;   Budget,  2270; 

supply,  9801 
Bounties,  address,  118 

Bounties  Bill,  3R.,  qn;  com.,  (appropriation), 
1021;  first  schedule,  1066;  (cotton),  it>69, 
1083;  (mohair),  1094,  1098;  (copra),  iios ; 
(cotton  seed),  1107,  1108:  (linsred),  uo8; 
(olives),  irto;  (rice),  ri88;  (coffee),  1201? 
(tobacco),  1218,  ia2q,  1230;  (preserved  fish), 
1293 ;  recom.,  (specification  of  bounties),  1383- 

Budget,  2173,  2262 

Business,  order  of,  obs.,  1977;  q.,  7416;  pri- 
vate members',  adj.,  2686 
Conference  of  Premiers'  I1899)  Memorandum,. 

"4  DigitizedbyGOOgle 


/fu2n:  to  Speeches. 


|obnsoD,  Mr.  W.  £. — eontinued. 

Castoms  Administration  : 
Adelaide  t^auds,  q.,  694 
Border  Stations^  suffly,  9984 
Broken  Hill  Customs  House,  suffly,  3436 
Fremantle  Customs  House,  suffiy,  343b 
Laboratory,  Melbourne,  suffly,  343*1 
Launch,  Sydney,  suffty,  3436 
Officers  and  Salaries,  m.,  11709 

Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  m. ,  11 709 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  q.,  9390  j  cons.  req.  (hats, 
caps,  &c.)i  10617;  (parasols,  &c.),  106^2; 
(waddings,  &c.),  10634-5-9;  (wigs,  &c.), 
10655;  (electrical  machines),  10734,  10^40; 
{f.o.,  10734-9),  1x448;  (wire  netting), 
10757;  (l«Ni  '0794;  (oil«)«  »o89« 
10910),  10980;  (paints  and  colours),  10895- 
8-9;  (fibro-cement,  &c.),  logoo-a ;  {«l«ss, 
&c.],  10907 ;  (slate  slabs),  10998 ;  (atone 
and  marble),  10999,  ii45' !  (disinfec- 
tanU,  &c.),  11005-;^;  (timber),  11035,  iiiai, 
11161-5;  (wood,  wicker,  &c.),  11056;  (baro- 
meters, &c.),  11060-3-3;  (kinematographs, 
&c.),  11064;  (paper).  H077,  11090, '11455; 
(licht-pausrohpapicr),  11 173 ;  (photographic 
accessories),  11176;  (stained  glass  windows), 
1 1190 ;  (surgical  appliances),  1 1 192 ;  (rebate 
schedule),  11213;  (curtains,  &c.),  ii439t 
(electrical  apparatus),  11449;  (woollen  piece 
goods),  11464;  (standards,  &c.),  11548;  ioilK), 
11113.    (-^^^  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) 

Defence  : 

Australian  Naval  Cadets,  Budgttt  2270 

Flag,  sup  fly,  10119 

Fort  locations.  New  South  Wales  and  West- 
ern Australia,  suffly,  3446 
Government  Policy,  suffly,  8846 
Guns,  Lights,  and   Emplacements,  suffly, 
374«.  3747 

Gims,  Sydney  Heads  Forts,  Budget,  22701 

supply,  3446 
Harbor  and  Coastal  Defence,  luf^y^  3741-2* 

3747 

Military  Officers:  Statements  in  ParliamcBt, 

q.,  12043 
Morris  Tubes,  q.,  9478 
Nava]  Agreement,  address,  112;  q..  1378; 
suffly,  1806;  Budget,  2270;  suffly,  3340; 
q.,  7461,  8815,  12040-1. 
Naval  Defence  Policy,  q..  5237 
Officers,  shortage  of,  suffly,  f.o.,  3455 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3449 
Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly,  3716 
Swan  Island  Boat  Harbor,  suffly,  3449 
Torpedo  Boats,  tenders  for,  q.,  1750 
Electoral  Act  Administration,  suffly,  1808 
Electoral  Rolls,  supply.  11366 
Empire  :  Australian  Loyalty,  q.,  11154-5 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,   112S7,  11358, 

11362-4-6-7,  11377.  **400 
Estimates :  Contingencies,  supply,  180S 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
q„  4927 

Expenditure,  Increase  of,  supplyj  9994 
Federal  Capital,  address,  119;  g.,  297;  adj., 

X469;  tufpty,  1878;  Budget,  2271;  q.,  2650; 

atpplv,  2899;  q.,  i<xA,  7111;  supply,  8845; 

q.,  9842;  supply.  9886,  10477;  ?  .  "»8> 
Finance,   Commonwealth  and   Siate,  supply, 

3:118,  11287;  Payment  of  Monllilv  Balances, 

adj..  11736;  q..  11739 
Government,    position  of   the,  address,  109 ; 

supply.  10477 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — cantinued. 

Govemor-General's  Residences,  suffly,  9884 
Harvesters  :  Excise,  Budget,  2267 
High  Commissioner,  address,  ti8;  q.,  9001 
Immigration :  Land  Question,   sufply,  Stfjji 
9407 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  1 1 1 ;  supply^ 
1807;  Delegates'  Expenses,  suffly,  11362 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  £om. 
(penalty    for    disobedience   of  sumrnons), 

11963 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  int.,  620;  2S.,  719;  com.  (Power  to 
make  survey),  737,  738 

Kanakas,  repatriated,  q.,  50a;  suffly,  xSa6 

London  Offices,  q.,  3732,  3851 
Mail  Contracts  : 

Cancelled,   address,    1 18 ;    q.,    353,     1517 ; 

supply,  2900;  q.,  9388 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q..  So,  297; 
64561  6499 

Orient    Company's    Temporary  Contract, 
suffly,  2901 
Manufactures   Encouragement  Bill,  g.,  ^416 
Meteorological  Branch,  address,  120;  suffly, 

1808 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  114;  q.,  404 
New  Hebride*.         470;  q.,  647,  1413,  159b, 

2121,  8818;  suffly,  9410,  9499;  q.,  10877 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2175;  g.,  317% 
New  Protection  (Tariff),  4107 
Northern   Territory,   address,    121 ;    m.,  469; 

Budget,  2271;  ad).,  2346;  q.,  2566,  4413 
Olil-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9350,  11288.  \^te 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium  Smuggling,  q.,  9099 
Pacific    Islands:    Trade,   q.,    1378;  suffly, 

1806,  9499;  Foreign  Powers,  supply,  941*  • 

Mail  Service,  supply,  9514 
Pairs,  exfl.,  6519,  0793 

Papua,  suffly,  9409,  9498,  9505-6;  suspensioo 
of  Mr.  Drummond,  q.,  10878,  11743;  Ad- 
ministrator, suffly.  9505-6;  q.,  11325 

Parliament  : 

Exhibits:    Lobbying,   q.,  6591,  7115;  tf**., 

109S0 
Lighting,  q.,  7249 

Rcflectioni  on  Members,  q.,  8935;  m.,  9953; 
ots.,  10980,  litis 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  BHI,  com.  (short 
title),  11780;  (escape  from  custody),  11781; 
(disobedience  of  summons),  11 782;  (prevent- 
ing witnesses  from  giving  evidence),  11783, 
12066 

Pearl  Fisheries:  Immigration  Restrivtioa  Act, 
ff.,  9582 

Fetitioo  :  Signatures,  p.o.t  3408;  oti.,  3410; 
m.,  3417 

Pianos  ;  Invoice  value,  q.,  ytyf 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Royal  Com- 
mission, ois..  8817;  suffly,  10246,  10424; 
Ministerial  Statement,  f.o,,  11630 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
Cloncurry  Post  Office,  sufply,  3532 
Dalby  Post  Office,  supply,  3531  ' 
Marrickville  Post  Office,  supply,  gSSo 
Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  supply,  j^iA 
Northam  Post  Office,  sufply,  3537 
Rockdale  Post  Office,  supply,  3340 
Romn  Post  Office,  suffly,  3^^* 
St.  Peter's  Post  Office,  supply,  tc^f 
Sydney  General  Post  Office-^  mf*ly,.  3516 
Toowoomh.  Posfci^tj^iiKtfOO^te 
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Jobaaoo,  Mr.  W.  E.— fffw/imwrf. 
Postal  aod  Telegraphic  Service ; 
Administration :  New    South   Wales,  iulj,, 

6231;  suffiy,  6283 
Brolua  Shifts :  Mail  Branch  :  Sydney  Gene* 

rat  Post  Office,  g.,  6896 
Delays  in  Answering  Correspondence,  suffty, 
10247 

Delayed  Telegrams,  q.,  4748 

Increase  of  Staff :  New  South  Wales,  q., 

484a;  supfly^  4855 
Officials  OS  Returning  Officers,  M.,  710 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2270 
Penny  Postage  Radius  :  New  South  Walei* 

suffly,  10347, 
Prohibitioa  of  Medical  Quacks*  Correspond* 

ence,  q.,  1751 
Sans  Souci  and  Sandriugham  :  requirements, 

supfly,  3519 
Stamp,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  1 1400 
Sydney  General  Post  Office:  Overtime  and 

Sweating,  suffly,  4855;  y.,  5416:  suffly, 

6283;  q.,  7171;  Parcels  Branch,  suffty, 

8843 

Telegraphic  Delays,  q.,  10874 
Telegraphists'   Pay  for  Sunday  Work,  f., 

10134;  suffly,  10248;  g.,  1 1016 
Temporary  Hands,  suffty,  8844,  11400 
Typewriting    Machines    for  Telegraphists, 

Vote  for,  suffly,  1 1287-0 
Preferential  Trade,  q.,  11027 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4783,  4870,  5080 
Prime  Minister,  Health  of  the,  adj.,  3230 
Printing  Committee,  f.o.,  770 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Proi^nre, 

9953 
Public  Service  : 
Allowances,     Western     Australia,  t**fflyt 
1 1367 

Customs,  New  South  Wales,  q.,  raSt 
Increments,  Sydney  General  Post  Office,  g., 
3794 

Temporary  Employ^,  suffly,  11358-64-77, 
1 1400 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.    {scope  of  quarantine), 
I459;   (examination  of   imported  animals), 

'755 

Questions,  f.o.,  606;   Ministers*  answers  to, 

suffly,  2896 
Secret  Drugs  :  Mr.  Beale*s  Report,  adj.,  3094; 
ff.,  9956;  suffly,  9980 
■    Session,  Close  of  the,  g.,  lotSo,  11703 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  3956 
Shipping,  equipment  of,  address,  IT4 
Standing  Orders,  q.,  6421 
Statistics.  Printing  of,  suffly,  9876-8 
Sugar :  Bountj  and  Excise,  Budget,  3370 
Supply  : 
Attorney-General,  11364 
Defence  (Central  Administration),  10119 
External  Affairs  (Administrative),  8977,  9407, 
11358;  (Papua),  9409.  949S,  9505;  (Pacific 
Islands    Mail    Service),    9514 ;  (Miscel- 
laneous), 11362-4 
Home  Affairs  (Census  and  Statistics),  0S76- 
8;  (Meteorological  Branch),  9880:  (Works 
and  Buildings),  9880;  (Govemor-Generars 
Establishment),     9884;  (Miscellaneous), 
9886,    9891 ;    (Electoral   Office),  11366; 
(Public  Service  Commissioner),  11367 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10246, 
1 1400 

Trade  and  Customs,  9984,  999(M>  "377 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — eontinutd. 
Supply — continued. 

Treasury  (Government  Printer),  9980 
Works     and     Buildings    (Home  Affairs), 
3338;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  3340,  3516J 
{f.o.,  3520),  3528,  3530,  3531,  3537;  (De. 
fence),  3340,  3446,  3449,  3455.  3736,  3741, 
3747;  (Trade  and  Customs),  3435,  3443  j 
(Telegraphs  and  Telephones),  3549 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  int.,  1803,  1805;  ad.ref.^ 
1877 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int..  5800 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  ifU..  6283 

Supply  Bill  (No.  O,  int.,  884a 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3>.,  11748 

Tariff,  m..  2173,  3362;  suffty,  3899,  4106; 
ad.  ref..  7453: 
British  Goods,  Preference,-  g.,  2335,  3311 
Debates,  conclusion  of,  q.,  11052 
Dressed  Timber,  q.,  3300,  3420 
Duties,  increase  of,  -p-o..  5640 
Effect  on  Employment,  10008 
Goods  in  transit :  exemptions,  g.,  1976 
Hat  and  Machinery  Duties :  Pairs,  exfl., 
6519.  6793 

Hat-making  Machinery  :  Rebates,  g.,  6729  j 

obs.,  6745;  q.,  6813;  cons,  req.,  ir3i3 
Lining  Boards,  q.,  4199 
Personal  explanation,  adj.,  4243 
Petition,  3619 

Photographic  Plates,  3854 


Potato  Flour,  g.,  5415 
Br:  Exe 

11179' 


Printing  Paper :  Exemption  from  Duty,  g.. 


Recommittal  of  items,  ad,  ref.,  7453 
Refunds  of  Duty,  q.,  4199,  7300 
Senate's  Requests,  q.,  9390 
Stimulus  to  Industries,  a-,  9090 
Tartaric  Acid,  &c.  :  Collection  of  Dulv,  g., 
1109S 

Wholesalers'  increased  prices,  suffly,  1803; 
g.,  1867,  2564 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  4199 
Tariff  Resoluttous  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,   &c..   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6564-5-8,  6588 

Ale,  &c.,  4106 

Ammonia,  6969 

Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  6113 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5629 

Arms,  6o;i8 

Asphalt  Mastic,  6909 

Bananas,  5336,  5340 

Barometers,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  1 1060-2-3 

Biscuits,  4774 

Blacking,  fte.,  6845,  6850,  6855-6-8 

Blankets,  Flannels,  &c.,  5713,  5718,  5735,  5730 

Blue,  4780,  4783 

Buckets,   &c.,   7138,  71^0 

Candles,  4870,  4952,  co8o,  5132-3-4 

Chaffcutters,  &c.,  6564-5 

Chums,  &c.,  6568 

Ci|?arettes,  4^04 

Citrus  Fruits,  5333 

Clay  Smoking  Pipes,  7397 

Cocoa  Butter,  Ac.,  5359 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  5356-8 

Coffee,  5262-3 

Combs,  &c.,  7142 

Confectionery,  5320,  5241,  5245,  5355 
Cornflour,  5348,  5356 
Curtains,  ScCt  eons,  rea,,^  i>439  ■ 
Disinfectants,  t^teSff^Kj&O^T 


Wi 


Index  to  Speeehea. 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eontinued. 
Electrical  Apparatus,  cons,  ref.,  11449 
Electrical  Machinery,  6805 ;  cons,  reg.,  loJSif 

10740,  I 1448 
Ethers,  4139 
Fancy  Goods,  714 1-3 
Feathers,  5636 

Fibro-cement,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10900-3 

Fish,  5265,  5272,  5375 

Flannelette,  5919,  5926 

Fuxniture*  7003,  7015,  7020,  7031 

Galvanized  Iron,  6533 

Glass,  &c.,  6916,  6920;  eons,  req.,  10907 

Gloves,  5940 

Glue  and  Gelatine,  6948,  6953-4*5 

Hats,  Caps.  &c.,  595a,  5956,  5963,  5966, 

5968;  consi  reg.,  10617 
Incandeicent  Filament  Lampt,  &c.,  6809 
Infante  and  Invalids'  Foods,  553r,  5525 
Jewellery,  7146-8 

KiQematographs,  &c.,  eont.  req.^  Z1064 

Lasts  and  Trees,  7126 

Lead,  6049,  6051-3 

Leaf  and  Foil,  6114 

Leather  and  Rubber  Belting,  &c.,  7164 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7269;  cons,  req.,  n*73 

Locki,  eons.  req..  10794 

Machines  and  Machinery,  6715,  6739,  6745 

Metal  and  Plated  Ware,  6112 

Molasses,  4765 

Nails,  6610,  661S,  6619,  6620 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  10892,  10980,  11113 
Oilmen's  Stores,  n.e.i.,  5522 
Opium,  6996 

Paints  and  Colours,  6876-9,  6S82-3-6;  eons. 

req.,  10895-8-9 
Paper,  manufactures  of,  71851  eons,  req., 

H077 

Paper,  &c.,   7334-5-7-8!  cons,  req.,  11090, 
"455 

Parasols,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10623 
Perfumery,  6998 

Photographic  Accessories,  eons,  req.^  11176 

l>hot<^raphs,  7267 

pianos,  7307 

Pipes,  Ac,  7396-7 

Potato  Flour,  5344 

Printing  Roller  Composition,  6956 

Rebate  :  Machinery,  6745:  eons,  req.,  11313 

Rice,  5530.  S533 

Rice  Root,  4793 

Roofing  Slates,  6957 

Rubber  Hose,  7159 

Rubber  Manufactures,  7160-a 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  4774 

Saws,  6752 

Sewing  Machines,  6009,  61 11 
Sheep  Shearing  Machiaes,  6588 
Slate  Slabs,  eons,  req.,  10998 
Soap,  5543,  5546 
Socks  and  Stockmgs,  5936 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6916;  eons,  req., 
11190 

Standards,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11548 

Starch,  5547-8 

Stationery,  &c.,  7343 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  5144 

Steel,  band  or  ribbon,  6116 

Stone  and  Marble,  6958;  eons,  req.,  10999, 

"452 
Stoves,  6045 
Strawboara,  7331 


Johnson,  Mr.  W.  E. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Sugar,  Invert,  4764 
Surgical  Appliances,  eons,  req.,  1119a 
Timber,  7045,  7089;  eons,  req.,  11035,  iiiai, 

II 161-5 
Tobacco,  431Q,  4243,  4385 
Trimmings,  &c.,  5038 
Type,  Printers',  6763 
Vehicles,  7286,  7292-3 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10634-5-9 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  6626,  0631 

Wigs,  5939;  rtS'*  10655 

wioe,  41 40 

Wire-netting,  4529;  cons,  req.,  10757 
Wood  Wicker  and  Cane,  expl.,  7001 ;  cons, 
req.,  11056 

Woollen  Piece  Goods,  581a ;  cons,  req.,  1 1464 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4317 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  115 
Telephone  Service,  Budget,  2270 ;  suffty,  88I43  ; 

Como  Bureau,  supfiy,  3518 

Disinfection  of  Receivers,  supply,  3549 

Melbourne-Sidney,  11179 

Miranda  facilities,  supply,  3519 

Public  Bureaux,  q.,  10178 

Rockdale  Exchange,  suffly,  3518 

Sylvania,  supply,  3519 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  3371 
Trawler,  supply,  3443 
Ventilation  of  Chamber,  adj.,  3683 
Warning  Light,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 

tuffly.  9880 
Wire-netting,  seizure  01 :  Cancellation  of  car- 
'  riers'  licences,  q.,  2687,  2793;  suf^y,  ^gfi 
Women's    Work    Exhibition    Grant,  tttfflj^ 

1804,  1877 

Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.,  Tasmania  : 

Acts  and  Documents :  Distribution,  q.,  6061 
Additional  Appropriation   Bill   1907-^,  eom.^ 

Schedule  :  Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office^ 

11617-8 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) BUI  1907-8,  com..  Schedule  (Home 
Affairs],  1 1692-6 

Appropriation  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  Home 
Affairs  (Electoral  Oifice),  10304 ;  (Census 
and  Statistics),  iojob-7 ;  (Miscellaneous), 
10307-8-9;  3K.,  10398 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
com.  (Trade  and  Customs),  3931 ;  (De- 
fence), 4044;  (Telegraphs  and  Telephones). 
4050 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  ini.,  132 ;  2K.,  651 ;  com, 
(application  of  State  laws),  668 ;  p.o.,  671, 674, 
747.  >585>  159*-  */05.  1966.  1973;  (signature 
essential  to  liability),  747;  (accommodation 
bill  or  part^),  748 ;  (non-acceptance),  748 ; 
(notice  of  dishonour),  748;  (presentment  ol 
cheque),  750,  2056,  3060;  (protectioa  of 
banker :  cheques),  755,  2063,  3194,  2205, 
2208,  2209;  (good  faith),  75S;  (signature). 
759;  (protest:  notary),  760,  762;  (computa- 
tion of  time),  23io;  Second  Schedule,  22S4; 
reeem,,  new  clauses  (State  stamp  duty}, 
2293;  (post-dated  cheque),  2297,  2298;  (pro- 
tection of  banker:  promissory  notes),  3399: 
recom.,  3407;  (presentment  of  stale  cheque), 
2408,  3411,  2413;  (protest:  notary),  2415; 
Second  Schedule,  2419  (^^^^.1^ 
Digitized  by^OOy  Ic 


5,  im,  to  June  S,  1908. 
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Bounties  Bill,  iR.,  1471;  2R.,  1707,  ^y^. 
(specification  of  bounties),  3769,  2770 ;  (offencei 
agamit  Act),  3771-2-5;  new  clause  (preven- 
tion of  monopoly),  2776;  new  clause,  (sup- 
ply  of  information  bp*  applicant),  2778,  2782 
2784,  2786;   (regulations),  2787,  2848,  28(4. 
2859;  I^'"*  Schedule    (cotton),  2867,  287a' 
(New    Zealand    flax),   307a;  (jute),  jigo; 
(usat  hemp),  3267;  (mohair),  3380  j  (copra), 
3395;  ,("«).   3465.    3474;    (rubber),  3401, 
3SS9:  {coffee)*  3720,  3733-4;  (tobacco),  i^y 
4261;  (fish),  4262-3-5,  4170;  (dates).  438a; 
(wool  ujps),  4391 ;  Second  Schedule,  4301.3. 
4482;  reeom.,  4836;  First  Schedule  (dSttee)! 
4896;  (tobacco),  4897;  eons,  met.^  6410-1.3- 
3-4;  Regulations,  q.,  9138 

Cable  to  Tasmania,  y.,  1566,  1815,  3170, 
i^Qj;  sufpty,  4050;  q.,  4470,  5560,  7623; 
Kmg  Island,  q.,  11467,  11S63-4,  U987;  East- 
em  Extension  Telegraph  Company,  suPflv 
12138 

Collins,  Captain,  1814 
Commerce  Act,  q.,  7701 
Compulsory  Voting,  g.,  650 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule : 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9337-9 

Ammonia,  &c.,  9240  {f.o.,  9343-6),  9375.7.9, 

Art,  Works  of,  9937 
Bananas.  7S38,  787a 
Basketware,  n.c.i.,  9572 
Bicycles.  &c.,  9815,  9821 
Blacking,  &c.,  8366 
Blacks,  8473-4-6 
Bottles,  8496-7-9,  8500-1 
Bronzmg,  6:c.,  Powders,  8375 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  9649  ^ 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9257 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  g2Ca  ^. 

Cadts.  &c..  9644  5  ""^ 
Chemical  Compounds,  &c., 
Childien'i  Tricycles,  982a,  V 
Coffee,  7763,  7780.1.3  9^93 
Cresylic  Acid,  Ac,  927  W' 
Cycle  Parts,  9824-5 
Doors  of  Wood,  964  of'  ^ 
Drugs  and  Chemica  J{ 
Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  fi^ 
Firfi.  7783-4.  7?c'^«'  9a7o-i-a 
Fnime^  Photofjg-- '*479 
Fruits,  dtrus,  p|97 

Furniture,  91   yaph  and  Picture,  9641 
Ginger,  grc^'i'/^Sag 
Glass,  8483/1^3-4-6 
Globes,  oS 783a 
Glue,  &c.^9.  8490-1-2.3-4-6 

Grain  '  J!  8502-3-9.  OS'S 
Graii5~^;e,  &c..  qag? 

HsJi^Snd  Pulse,  7889,  7894,  7907,  7919 
Habile,  &c.,  8368-9 
and  Chaff,  7933 
Srogsheads,  second-hand,  9647 
.^loney,  Jams,  &c.,  7945 
'  Insecticides,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  9280 
lunglass,  8064 
Lieht-pausrohpapier,  9814-5 
Lounges  and  Settees.  9385-6 
Malt  Extract,  7956-9 
Matches,  8009,  8010 
Meats,  &c.,  8oi3'4 
Medicines,  9291 
Motor  Cycles,  &c.,  9823 
Naphthalene,  9275 
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Oatmeal,  &c.,  7919 

Oi  men's  Stores.  8047,  fioqo 

Onions,' 

*7;74"^' 

Patterns,  Paper,  9808 
Pencils  Pens,  &c.,  9801,  9810-1-2-, 
Perambulators,  &c.,^2a.i^  ^ 
Poles,  Bent,  9643  '        3  4 
Printing  Ink.  98^5 

Rice,  8067,  8083.6-7 

?S5ra?in?^S7.*"- 
Salt,  8090  ^  ^ 

IX  1^'*'  «53a 
Spices,  8099 
Sparklets,  8- 
Stained  'y^tbo 
Sta'-'^yi^Glass  Windows,  8483,  9937 
Tafch  Flour,  8101 

Stone  and  Marble,  8535,  8549,  8550-i-a 
Strawboaidj  9755 
Tallow,.  &c.,  8377,  8380-1 
Tartaric  Acid,  &c.,  Q393 
Tea,  8108 

Timber,  9387,  9425,  9449.  9455-6»  946»-5-6-9» 
9538-9,  9547-8  [f-O;  9550-0.  9554-0-7* 
9562-3 

Tobacco,  7634,  7647-8-9-50-2 
Tool  Handles,  &c.,  9634-5 
Vegetables,  7873 
Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  7874-5 
Vehicles,  (^26-q,  9830-2-3 
Voltoids  of  Sal-ammoniac,  9275-7-9,  9180 
Wicker,  &c.,  9564,  9570 
Wine,  sparkling,  7635-9 
Wood,  Articln  of,  n.e.i.j  9573-7-9 
Defence  : 

Ammunition,  Defective,  j?.,  3463;  adj.,  461S 
Ammunition  Factory,  6409 
Ammunition  Waggons,  q.,  4245.  4364 
Australian  Appointments :  Defence  Forces, 
q.,  4471 

Berriuga  Rifle  Club,  q.,  3616,  5978,  7841 

Boots,  Service,  q.,  9137 

Cadet  Forces,  q..  8672,  8866 

Cadet  Uniforms,  q.,  249,  11580 

Cadets  :  New  South  Wales  :  Equipment,  y., 

11219;  Western  Australia,  q.,  3464,  3706 
Cartridge  Blanks,       9337,  9796,  10355 
Cartridges,  q.,  9796 
Coastal  Vessels,  q.,  3179 
Corps  of  Guides,  tuffly.  Snqq 
Dove,  Major,  q.,  10353.4-5 
Fremantle  Barrack  Accommodation,  supply, 

11696 

Fremantle  GraTing  Dock,  g.,  7577,  8700, 
10369 

Hobart  Barrack  Reserve,  q.,  3615 

Hobart  Rifle  Range,  supply,  4044;  q.,  4143 
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Defence — eotUiimed. 

Litbgow :   I^d    for   Smalt-atmi  Factory, 

*>*ffiy*  "693 
Maribyniong  :   Land   for  Cordite  Factory, 

st^tP^y,  11692 
Military  Leather  Equipments,  q,,  9043 
Military  Saddles,  g.,  10920;  suffly,  12140 
Military  Schools,  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 

S'»  4143 

Military  Uniforms,  353,  354.  5859.  ^»9S> 
„9797.  "303 

Naitne  Easter  Encampment,  q.,  9137 

Naval    Officers'    Report,         91633,  >t30i» 

11580;  suffly,  12140 
Officers  sent  Abroad,  suf-fly,  12147 
One-Tree  Point  Battery,  4142 
Percussive  Caps,  q.,  11986 
Protector,  suffly,  12147 
Rifle  Clubs :  Westem  Aostialia,  q.,  6061. 

6294  j   Relations  with   Commandant,  q., 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydney  :  Charge  for  Tents, 
^  3->  S083-4,  5283,  6189 
State  Forces,  Quotas,  q.^  4471 ;  adj.,  4618 
Snbmarinei,  7754 

TiMvi,  Ax^tTolian  Infantry  Regiment,  q., 
S424 

Thursday   island   Fortifi^.:  Explosion. 

q.,  11678;  suffly,  11696,  *^ 
Torpedo  Boats,  q.,  1814,  1928, 

11301,  11580;  suffly,  12140  '  * 

Transport    Waggons,  q.,  7704,  775a  j 

7844 

Wireless  Telegraph  Sutions,  0.,  9537 
Eastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company,  tuf- 

fly,  1 2 138 

Election  Expenses  :  Recoup,  suffly,  10304 
Election  Expenses   Reimbursement  Bill,  aS., 

12148 
Electoral  Act : 

Amending  Bill,  q.,  9796;  tuffly^  11618-9, 
12145 

Electoral     officers  :       Westem  Australia, 

suffly,  10304-S 
Interference  with  voters;  Corio,  adj.,  2449; 

f..  3364.  43t>2 
Nomination  paper,  Bowen,       9735 ;  tuffly, 
10398 

Rolls,  Publication  of,  q.,  9633;  Removal  of 
Names,  suffly,  11617-8;  q.,  ii983-4 

Excise     Procedure     Bill,  4363;  int.t 

447a ;  2R.,  51 14 ;  com.  (power  to  appoint 
assessors),  5118;  oew  clauses  (exclusion  of 
lawyers),  5120,  5124;  (protection  of  wit- 
nesses), 5129 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (Tobacco), 
10015;  (amylic  alcohol,  ftc.)t  10025;  (k1<1' 
cose),  10027-31 

Exports  :  Statistical  Tables,  tf.,  1816 

Federal  Capital  Sites,  q.,  8^,  839,  10004; 
maps,  «.,  10369 

Fire  Insurance :  Commonwealth,  tuf^y, 
12145 

tiaHs»d,  q.,  5177 

Immigratioo  Restriction  Act :  Bonds  for  Side 

SaifoTs,  q.,  10829 
Industrial  Awards,  q.,  8103,  8154 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Ati^sta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3R.,  1694;       3558,  7541,  7927,  8aai, 

8505,  11217 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  suffiy,  8087 
Labour  Bureaux  :  Wa^es  and  Cost  of  I^iviog, 

S  *  "303 


Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — fomiimud. 
Land,  Alienated  and  Unalienated,  f.,  4361 
Land  Claim ;  Mr.  Spencer,  q,,  5283 
Lighthouses,  tuffly,  1030S-9,  12146 
Mail  Ctutracu  : 

Cooktown  Service,  q.,  11987 

North-West  Coast,  Westem  Australia,  »f 

l^y.  10398 

Tasmania,   q.,   745;   obs.,   829;    q..  2845, 
2941 

Map  of  Australasia,  suffly,  10307,  12145 
Marine    Signal    Stations,    South  AusdaUi, 

ff^ff^y*  4051 

Meteorologists :  International  Conference,  f., 
842a 

Meteorology,  suffly,  140,  8988;  Tasmaniu 
Forecasts,  q.,  7568,  7843;  adj.,  7652 

Northern  Territory  :  Mining,  q.,  931 

Officers'  Compensation  Act,  q.,  10^8,  10919 

Papers,  printing  of,  m..  248 

Papua  :  Steam  Service,  q.,  1927 

Parliament  :  Accommodation,  suffly,  898^ ; 
Personal  Attendance,  suffly.  S986 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  aK.,  12127; 
(no    action    for    publishing  Parliamentaij 
Papers),  12131-3;  (no  action  for  publi^ia| 
copies,  &c.),  12136 

ParliamcDtaiy  Witnesses  Bill,  int.,  354;  aL, 
763;  com.  (escape  from  custody),  7*5;  (pre- 
venting witnesses  from  giving  evidence),  766 

Penny  Postage,  q.,  1233 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Alleged  Disorganization,  suf^y,  9002 
Kucla  Allotments,  6a^ 
X-ieensland,  q.,  4705 

lende.  ,  .  g^^^  Preference,  q.,  8868 
pL?°?«/'=leg«P'»  Offices; 

Po^uiRatr'B^rrtj-''^'''^ 

Postal  Service  : 

"A""*"""     ostmasters.        8617,  8698 
Assistant  Sorters,  t,  '  ' 

Boy  Labour,  q.. 

Carting  of  Mails,  KJ^jI^i,   _  -ggg 
Contracts  for  Unifori"™™'.™  J^T^w-^ 
754a.  7571  Wage.Cond««.. 
Cue :  Postmaster,  q., 
Delay  in  delivery  of  leti_„ 
Delay  of   Nomination  S^^f^'^'^, 

973SiftP^y>  «>3^  ^ 
Early  Closing  oi  Offices,  q.,  ^ 

East  Brighton  :  Postmaster,  cT^ot,-  auB 
Encla :  Purchase  of  Anotmeit 
Laoncexton  Post  Office  Staff,  ^,V^  SoL 
9735.  -0003  ~^ 
Letter  Carriers,  Brisbane,  q.,  10371  nib- 
Queensland,  q.,  1232 
Letter  Clearers,  Brisbane,  3233 
Mitchell,  Hundred  of,  South  Aiulralib^ 
9633 

Moonta  Mines,  g.,  8154,  8286 

Motor  Cars,  g.,  4471,  8423 

Newspapers :  Delivery  of,  q.,  7906 

Port  Adelaide  Outer  Harbor  facilities,  q.. 

7976 

Port  Pirie,  q.,  29,  13a 

Postage  00  News-sheets,  1688 

Postal  Facilities :  Westem  Australia,  «//•• 

49»6i  S-  5>78 
Queensland  ^«»^S,|j',^@oOgle 
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Postal  Service— fiin/iflifetf. 

Queensland    Postal   StaEF,    g.,    1233,  11384, 
11471 

Springfield  Post  Office  :   Mrs.   Murray,  f., 
6407 

Stamps,  DesigD  for,  q..  5083,  5648 

Stamps,  Sale  of :  Gawler  Post  Office, 
508a,  7569 

Stockwell  Post  Office  StafF,  loaea 

Sydney  General  Post    Office :  Underman- 
ning,  q,,  6396 

Sydney- Melbourne  Mail,  q.,  10353 

Sydney  Mail  Br.\nch,  f.,  3798 

Tasmaninn  Mails  for  England,        131 ;  adj., 
157;  q..  2845,  2941 

Tasmanian  Mails  :  Carriage  from  Victoria, 
q.,  1815.  igaq,  3031 

Tattersall's   Sweeps  Correspondence :  Tas- 
manian ^Bank's  Action,  q.,  8364 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  7844 
Printing  Office,  Commonwealth,  q.,  4707 
Printing     Office,    Melbourne,    sufply,  8989, 

8991-a 

Public  Offices,  Melbourne,  q.,  5384 
Public  Service : 
Actions   by   Dismissed   Officers,  q.,  6296, 


Al^ot^ances,  Queensland,        7977,  8483 
Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.  :  Classification  and  pro- 
motion,     7703,  7752,  7796;  obs..  7848; 

q.,  8364,  8555,  8699,  8867,  9743 

Boards  of  Inquiry  :  Divisional  Kepreienta- 
tive,  Queensland,  q.,  8672 

Civic  Positions,  q.,  7754,  7926,  7977,  Saaij 
adj.,  8421 ;  q.,  8554,  9139 

Classification :  Tasmanian  Postal  Depart- 
ment, q.,  8699 

Commissioner's  Report,  q.,  8076 

Examinations,  q.,  4144 

Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  tvffty,  10307 

List  of  Officers,  q.,  8076 

Lone  Service  Leave,  g.,  7573,  11384 

Medical  Officers,  sufpty,  10307 

Office  Cleaners,  supply,  10307 

Overtime  Payments,  Western  Australia,  q., 

7754.  779^-2 
Plebiscite  of  Post  and  Telegraph  Officers : 

Grievances,  q.,  7704 
Regulations,  m.,  690;  q.,  1684 
Superannuation  Ftmd,  q.,  7704 
Suspended  Officer :  Brisbane,  q.,  6396 
Transfers  to  Clerical  Division,  -q.,  5176 

Qnanntiae,  q.,  2405,  5367,  8508 

Quarantine  Bill,  2s.,  3941 ;  com.  (scope  of 
quarantine),  5304 ;  (arrangements  with  State 
Governments :  stations,  ike),  5305,  5317 ; 
(powers  of  Commonwealth),  5323,  5325, 
5483-4.   5670.   5987  i  paragraph  (ex- 

clusion of  consumptives),  f.o.,  5993;  (ex- 
emption of  vessels),  5993 ;  (disinfecting  ap- 
paratus on  vesseU),  5093-4;  (vessels  to  enter 
first  ports  of  entry ),  5995 ;  (hoisting  of  quaran. 
tine  signal),  5997;  (signal),  5998,  6135-6: 
(master  to  deliver  health  report),  5999 ; 
(matter  and  medical  officer  to  answer  ques- 
tions), 5999,  6000;  (no  person  to  quit  vessel 
subject  to  quarantine),  6000 ;  (qnarantiae 
officer  allowed  to  quit  vessel),  6(Km;  (quar- 
antine surveillance),  6003;  (performance  of 
quarantine  by  persons),  0005 ;  (release  from 
quarantine],  6005 ;  (performance  of  quar- 
antine by  goods),  6006,  6o6a;  (examination 
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of  imported  animals),  6065,  6067;  (liability 
of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for  quaran- 
tined persons),  6073,  6077,  6082;  (persons 
able  to  support  themselves),  6217-9,  6220; 
(owners  liable  for  services  of  medical  officer), 
6330 ;  (quarantine  signals),  6226 ;  (general 
definitions),  6227;  (persons  may  t>e  vaccin- 
ated), 6322-4;  (general  definitions),  6335-7 
Questions,  responsilHiity  for  answers  to,  q.^ 
779a 

Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  q.,  3364* 
8423 

Statistics,  printing  of,  q.,  1130-1,  1816;  suf- 
fly,  10306 

Stores,  Tenders  for,  q.,  9041 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  com.,  Sdiedule :  Home 
Affairs  :  (Meteorology),  140 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com..  Schedule  :  The 
Parliament,  S985 ;  External  Affairs  (Repat- 
riation of  Kanakas),  8987;  Home  Affairs 
(Electoral  Office),  8988;  (Meteorology), 
8988 ;  Treasury  (Government  Printing 
Office),  8989,  8991-3 ;  Defence,  8995-6-8-9, 
9001 ;  Post  and  Telegraph,  9002 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9,  iK.,  13138;  com.. 
Schedule.  Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous), 
13145-6 ;  Defence  i  (Central  Administration), 
13146;  (South  Australia),  12147 

Sydney-Melbourne  Express,  q.,  11317,  11301 

Tasmania  :  Cable  Service,  q.,  1566,  1815, 
3179,  2407;  sujifly.  4050;  q..  A470,  5560, 
7633,  11467,  H863-4,  11987!  i^ff*y>  "«38 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 

Applications  for  Telephones,  q.,  650,  1470, 
1566 

Automatic  Transmitters,  g.,  95^*  JS^S' 
Black  Range,  Western  Australia,  Telegraph 

Extension,  q.,  3743,  11987 
Copper  Wire  :  Departmental  Reqnirementit 

S;  "986 

Cypher  Telegrams,  q.,   1330;  adj.,  1686; 

S',  19371  2029,  3031 
Interrupted    Telegraphic     Communication  t 

Victoria  and  South  Australia,  f.,  8506, 

8555 

Isolated    Stations :    Medicine    Cheats,  g., 

Mflitcent:  Telephone  Exchange,  q,,  6396 
Nanango  :  Telephone  Exchange,  q,,  11864 
Party  Telephones  :  South  Australia,  q.,  »9, 
I3'»  247 

Pinnaroo  Railway  Telegraph  Line,  q.,  1929 
Pole  Dressers,  q.,  848a,  850^,  8868;  sufflfi, 

10398 

Poles,  q..  3363;  Wages  for  Painting,  f., 

7703-4.  7795.  784a-3 
Port  Adelaide  Outer  Harbor  Facilities,  q., 

7976 

Queensland :    Telegraph   Service,  'uff^y* 
9003;  q.,  9041,  9136;  Telegraphists,  j., 

9536.  "^j  '  10400 

Riverina  Telephone  Facilities,  q.,  9743,  989a 
Sydney- Melbourne     Telephone     Line,  g., 

10839-30,  11 330 
Tasmania:  State  Guarantee,  q,,  11987 
Telegram    Delivery :    Brisbane,    g.t  9796, 

X0370 

Telegrams,  Postage  of  Delayed,  q.,  7623, 
7703.  7751-3,  7796 
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Keating,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H. — continued. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service — continued. 
Telegraph   Construction   Branch  :  Painters' 

Wages,  2^,  5647,  5857,  7703-4.  7795» 
Telegraph  Message  forms,  q.,  11471 
Telegraph  Messenger,  Cairns,  q.,  4364 
Telegraph  Service :  Melbourne  to  Brisbane, 

T^egrap^ic  Delay !  KiagSGOte*  g.,  11218, 
11985-7 

Telegraphic  Moae^  Orders,  q.,  5979 
Telegraphists,  Assistant,  q.,  8979 
Telegraphists,  Numbers  of,  q-,  8432,  8864 
Telegraphists'  Overtime,  Western  Australia. 

7754.  779'-3.  8865 
Telegraphists :  Sunday  Work,  8864-5 
Telephone  Rates,  o.,  473 
Telephone  Subscribers :  AdvertUiog  Supple- 

mentary  Lists,  11865 
Telephone   Wires,   Western  Australia, 

3900 

Telephonic    Communication :  Delays, 

8506;  iuffly,  9003 
Undergroundiog     Contracts :    Wages,  q., 

W^iess    Telegraphy,     q.y     1815,     3031 ; 
suffly,  4050;  q.,  8701,  9537,  9796,  11383, 

11468,  11863,  111)87;  ^«Pt^y>  1*139 

Tasmanian  Coast :  Survey,  q.^  11985 
Timber,  Australian,  11382 
Tobacco  Combine,  3149 

Trawler  ;  Tenders  for  Construction,  q.,  1938, 
2029,  2071 J  suffly,  3931 

Unemployed  :  Western  Australia,  o^/'.,  8697 

Voting  Machines,  q.,  131;  1271;  j?->  3798. 
7543,  8698,  11383,  11472  3 

Weather  Reports,  Queensland,  q.^  247;  Tas- 
mania, q.,  7568,  7652,  7843 

Year-Boek,  Printing  of,  q.,  4707;  adf.,  9190; 
suffly^  10306;  q.,  iiai8 

K«11y,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Wenlwortk: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m,,  2027,  12201 
Advertising  Australia,  q.,  10523,  10576,  10652, 
10753-4-5,  10879,  iia6t,   11389;  m.,  10880; 
ex^.,  11051 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  suffly,  11366 
Australia,  Slanders  on,  suffly,  9G12 
Australian  Industries  Preservation   Bill,  2B., 
9034;  com.,  (Definition),  9131;  (Burden  of 
Proof),  9136,  9194,  9212;  (Power  of  Comp- 
troller-General to  question,  &c)>  9219,  9225* 
9232-3-5 

Banking  Bill,  f.,  501 

Bounties  Bill,  adj.,  741;  com.,  (appropriation), 
1000,  1002,  1017;  (specification  of  bounties), 
1022,  1057 ;  First  ScheHule,  1063,  1067 ;  (cot- 
ton), 1073;  (mohair),  1093;  (palm  fruit), 
1183;  (coffee),  1309;  (tobacco),  1221,  1226; 
f.o.,  1229;  (tobacco),  1229,  1330;  (preserved 
fish),  1294,  1300,  1307;  recom..  (specification 
of  bounties),  1382,  1387;  (conditions  of 
bounty),  1389 

Budget  Debate,  adj.,  1743 

Business,  order  of,  adj.,  744 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12076, 
12087;  31.,  13094;  com.  (appropriation), 
13094 

Commonwealth  Representative  in  London,  406 


Kelly,  Mr.  W.  K.—coniinued. 
Customs  Administration  : 
Comptroller-General,  suffly,  9983 
Drawback    on    Re-exported    HaterinI,  f., 

11329;  sfiftly'  "379 
Law  Costs,  suffly,  9991-2 
Oversea  Ships  :  Collection  of  Duty,  suffly, 

9992-3 

Temporary  Employes,  suffly,  »i379 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  req.  (Stearine, 
Paraffine  Wax,  &c.),  10513J  (Liquorice), 
10517;  (Hay  and  Chaff),  10544;  (Mustardt, 
'0556;  (Apparel  and  Attire),  10566;  (Cur- 
tains),  10577 ;  (Hats,  Caps,  &C.),  10584-91 
10595,  10601 ;  exfl.,  10605  >  (Parasols, 
10022;  (Waddings,  ftc),  10631-3-6,  10643; 
(Socks,  &c.),  10642-9;  (Cutlery),  10673; 
(Motive  Power  Machinery,  &c.)j  10677  > 
(Log  Band  Saws),  10686 ;  (Manufactures  of 
Metal  n.e.i.),  10689,  10703.  (Electrical  Ma- 
chines), 10740;  (Electrical  Articles),  10748-9; 
(Standards,  &c.),  10803  ;  (Oils),  10835, 10SS4-6, 
10892,  10910,  10996,  11554-6;  (Paints  and 
Colours),  10899;  (Fibro-cement,  &c.),  loooo; 
(Printing  Roller  Composition),  10997;  (Stone 
and  Marble),  10998;  (Ammonia),  iiooi ; 
(Disinfectants,  &c.)>  11003 ;  (Poles,  Bent), 
11057;  (Pens,  Pencils,  &c.),  11059,  11168-9; 
(Barometers,  &c.],  11063-4;  (Spectacles, &c.), 
11067  i  (Slipper  Forms),  11068;  (Paper), 
11078-9,  11087;  (Printing  Ink),  11093; 
(Timber),  11147;  (Fishing  Lines),  11175; 
(Rebate  S(Aiedule),  11209,  11212;  (Coal-cut- 
ting Machines),  11545;  (Stained  Glass  Win- 
dows), 11576-7.  (5c«  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 
Defence  ; 

Australian  Navy,  suffly,  11415;  q.,  12041 
Coastal  Defence  :  Submarines,  suffly,  1781 
Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  iSii,  9487,  10114 
Colquhoun,  Commander,  q.,  1749-50;  suffly, 
1780 

Cordite  Factory,  q.,  9389 
Crouch,  Captain,  q.f  11703 
Easter  Encampment :  Transport  Delays,  q.^ 
10484 

Field  Artillery:  Ranges,  q.,  1595;  Guns, 
q.,  9479.  10077 

Government  Policy,  g.,  8812-3,  8926,  9009, 
93S9;  suffly,  9997,  10115,  long,  1140S, 
11415;  Reports  by  Officers,  q.,  11743;  Im- 
perial Defence  Committee's  views,  q.^ 
12040 

Horses,  suffly,  9995,  10117 

Imperial  Defence   Committee's   Report,  q., 

588,  1087;  suffly,  10116,  11370;  g.f  12040 
Military  College,  suffly,  10118 
Military  Officers ;  Alien  Servuts,  q.,  12156 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  1377'8;  suffly,  10117; 

q.,  13041 
Pensions,  q.,  11385 

Pethebridse,  Commander,  suffly,  10114 
Secrecy,  Maintenance  of,  suffly^  11370;  q., 
12156 

Small  Arms  Factory,  g.,  9389;  Speeches  of 

Minister,  q.,  13041 
Thursday  Island,  suffly,  11370 
Torpedo  Boats,   tenders   for,   q.,  1749-50; 

suffly,  1780 
Defence  Bill,  q.,  9389 

Estimates,     AHdiHonal,     suffly,  11363-5-61 

11370-5-9,  11403-8,  11415 
Expenditure,  Increase  of,  suffly,  99^f4 
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Selly,  Mr.  W.  VL.—eonHmttd, 

Federal  Capital,  tuf^y,  8S6a;  g.,  984a,  10401 

{See  Seat  of  Government  Bill.) 
Financial    Relations :      Commonwealth  and 

States:  tiTonUily  Balances,  adj.,  11734 
Geraldton  Trade,  suffly,  9997 
GoTeinmeot,  Position  of  the,  m.,  10461 ;  exfl., 

10480;  suffly,  12187 
Governor-Generars  Residences,  suffly,  9S83 
High  Commissioner,  suffly,  8967 
Horses,  Export  of^  suffly,  9995 
Immigration  :   Land  for  Settlement,  suffly, 

8967;  q.,  9090;    suffly,  9612;    g.,  9765, 

10130,  10877  t  Scottish  Fishermen,  q.,  10965 
Imperial   Conference  ;    Delegates'  expenses, 

suffly,  11363 
Imperial  Institute>  suffly,  9404 
Inyalid  and  Old-age  tensions  Bill,  sB.,  11939 
Kal^oorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  int.,  561,  611;  2B.,  734;  eem,  (power  to 

make  survey),  738;  cons,  atndt.,  3025 
London  Standard  Supplement,  q.,  11389 
■Lone  Hand  Article,  purchase  of,  q.,  10652, 

>o753-4-5>  10879;        10880;  exfl.,  11051 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  suffly,  1810 
Manufactures     Eacouragement     Bill,  »m., 

(schedule),  12178 
Marble,  Australian,  q.,  11624 
Meteorological  Department,       976,  1056 
New  Protection,  obs.,  10601 
Old-age  Pensions,  adj.,  1744;  suf^y,  1779-80, 

9335,    11416.    {See   Invalid   and  Old-age 

Pensions  Bill.) 
•Old-age    Pensions   Appropriation    Bill,  3B., 

12097 

Pairs  in  Committee,  oh„  10544,  10584,  lofos  > 

exfl.,  10605 !  o^/'i  10699  >  fxfl.,  10703, 
"578 

Papua :  Suspension  of  Surrey  or -General,  q., 
9763 ;  Administrator,  suffly,  9501-2-8 ;  q., 
10178,11324,11522;  Government  Service,  q., 
10607,  11324;  Mr.  Staniforth  Smith,  9., 
"5»4 

Parliament  House :  Lobbying,  11051 
Parliameat : 

Lobbying,  q.,  11051 

Reflections  on,  ebs.,  10996 

Prorogation  of,  o^;.,  laaoi 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   int.f  1891, 

1905;  com.,  (amount  of   allowance),  1993, 

aooo ;  (commencement),  2010 ;    new  clause 

(Return  of  increase  to  Revenue),  2016 
•Parliamenfary  Witnesses  Bili,  torn,  (preventing 

vritnesses    from    giving    evidence),  12066; 

(penalty  for  refusing  to  answer  questions), 

12067-9,  ^2072 
Tost  and  Telegraph  Department  :  Royal  Com- 

missioQ,  m.,  10461 ;  Ministerial  Statement, 

f.o.^  11630 
-Postal  Service : 

Stamp  Booklets,  suffly,  11403 
Postmaster-General,  q.,   1516;  Statements  to 

Deputations,  q.,  E2153 
■Privilege  :  Select  Committee  apon  Procedure, 

q.,  10075-6;  m.t  loiaS;  10400-1 
Public  Service : 

Inspector-General  of  Public  Works,  suffiy, 
9788.  9793 

Temporary  Assutance,  suffly^  it379 


Kelly,  Mr.  W.  H.—eotUiHued. 
Quarantine   Bill,  as.,  556;   com.,  (scope  of 

Juarantine),  1523;  (general  definitions),  1545; 
appointment  of  officers),  1547;  (proclama- 
tion of  ports  of  entry),  1563;  (master  to 
notify  outbreak  of  disesise),  1624-5;  (quaran- 
tine surveillance),   171S,  1719;  (animals  or 

ftlants  to  be  landed  at  declared  ports),  1721 ; 
examination  of  impoited  animals),  1723, 
«74a.  »7S4.  1758,  1761,  1763;  (vaccination  of 

Juarantined  persons),  1737,  1741 ;  (penalty 
or  desertion),  1742 ;  (maliciously  ordering 
vessels  into  quarantine),  1742;  (Regulations), 
1742 ;  cons,  amdts.,  8952 
Scat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  10074;  extl., 

10480.    [See  Federal  Capital.) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods  :  Mr.  Beale's 
Report,  q.,  95S0,  9845;  suffly,  9968;  {f.o., 
„  9969)*  9975.  9980  a 

Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  .Candidate's 
Expenses,  suffly,  11365 

Starch  Industry,  adj,,  028 

State  Officers :  Compensation  for  Common- 
wealth Work,  suffly^  97*8,  9730-3 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9725-6; 

(Crown  Solicitor's  Offices),  9727 ;  (High 

Court),  9728,  9730-2 
Defence  (Central  Administration),  9997,  10113 
External     Afiairs     (Administrative),  8967, 

8977,    9404;     (London    Offices),  9^7; 

(Papua),    9501-8 ;     (miscellaneous),  9612, 

11363 

Home  Affairs   (Public  Works  Staff),  9788, 
9793 ;  (Governor-General's  Establishment), 
9885;     (miscellaneous),    ir365-6;  (works 
and  buildings),  11370 
Postmaster-General,  1 1403 
Trade  and  Customs    (Central   Staff],  9081, 
^ ^379 ;    (Queensland),   9990 ;    (South  Aus- 
tralia),    9091-2-3-4-5-6 ;      (Western  Aus- 
tralia), 9997 
Treasury,    9968-9 ;     (Government  Printer], 
99^5,  9980 ;  (Treasurer's  Advance),  9982 ; 
(miscellaneous),  11375 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  11403 ; 
(Defence),  11408,  11415 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.,  1779,  1795,  1796, 
1800,  1802,  1805;  m.s.o.t  1809;  com..  Exter- 
nal Affairs  (London  offices),  i8io-t 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int..  8862 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  1908-9,  2R.,  12187 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  adj.,  11757;  ^k.^  11859 
Tariff : 

Collection  of  New  Duties,  suffly,  9983 
Commission's  Reports,  q.,   17 16 
Postponement  of  items,  q.,  11053 
Printing   Paper,  exemption   from   duty,  q., 

10878,  11019,  11055,  "095;  <tx^.,  11177; 

q.,  11179;   -t"//^^-  "375-9 
Refunds  of  duty,  suffly,  1800 
Re-opening  of,  q.,  117S9 
Stimulus   to   Industries :    Immigration,  q., 

9090 

Transmission  of  Information  to  England, 
q.,  0476-7 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Ammonia,  cons,  req.,  iioot 
Apparel  and  Attire,  eons,  req.,  10566 
Barometers,  &c.,  eons.  req..  11063-4 
Coal  Cutting  Machines,  cons,  req.,  11545 
Curtains,  cons,  req.,  10577 
Cutlery,  eons.  req..  «<*7  ■l^  -  T 
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Kelly,   Mr.  W.  H.— continued. 

Tariff    Resolutions    (Customs) — continued. 
Disinfectants,  &c.,  cens.  req.,  110U3 
Electrical  Articles,  eons,  reg.,  10748-9 
Electrical  MachiaeSt  eont.  reg.,  10746 
Fibro-cement,  &c.,  eons,  ref.,  10900 
Fishing  Lines,  eons,  re^.,  1 1 175 
Hats,  Caps,  IScc,  cons,  req.,  10584-9,  1050^, 

10601 ;  exfl.,  10605 
Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10544 
Liquorice,  eons,  req.,  10517 
Log  Band  Saws,  eons,  req.,  10686 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  a.e.i.,  eons,  req., 

10689,  10703 
Motive  Power   Machinery,  &c.,  cOns.  req., 

10677 

Mustard,  cons,  req.,  10556 

Oils,    eons,    req.,    10815,    10884-6,  1089a, 

10910,  10996,  I I 554-6 
Paints  and  Colours,  cons,  req.,  10899 
Paper,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  1107S-9,  11087 
Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  1063a 
Pens,  Pencils,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11059,  11168-9 
Poles,  Bent,  cons,  req.,  11057 
Printing  Ink,  cons,  req,,  11093 
Printing    Roller    Composition,   cons,  req., 

10997 

Rebate ;  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  11309,  iiais 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11068 
Socks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10643-9 
Spectacles,  &c.,  cons,   req.,  11067 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  cans,  req.,  11576-7 
Standards,  ftc,  eons,  req.,  10803 
Stearine,  Paraffin  Wax,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  1051J 
Stone  and  Marble,  cons,  req.,  1099S 
Timber,  eons.  req,%  11147 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10631-3-6,  1064a 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telephone  Anomalies,  adj.,  986 
Telephone  :  Melbourne-Sydney,  q.,  11179; 

t^y*  "375-8o 
Telephone  Subscribers,  Supplementary  Lists, 

"743 

Treasurer,  The,  q.,  11707 
Victorian  Board  of  Trade  Representative,  406 
Waverley  Postal  District,  m.,  10757 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  Grant,  suffly,  1795. 
1796 

Knox,  Hon.  W.,  Kooyong  : 
Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6513 
Address-in-Reply,  m.,  343 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9605 
Antarctic  Expedition,  m,,  7492 
Australian   Industries  Preservation   Bill,  as,, 

91 13;  3"-  9587 

Bounties  Bill,  29...  811;  q,,  8S1 ;  com,,  (appro- 
priation), 998,  1000;  schedule  (cotton),  1074; 
(mohair),  itoa;  (rice),  1196,  1197;  (tobacco), 
1334;  (preserved  fish),  1303;  3B.,  1410 

Budget,  3691 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12087 
Coinage,  q.,  11^2^ 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (liquorice), 
10518;  (hay  .ind  chaff),  10543;  (woollen  piece 
goods),  10636 ;  (waddings,  &c.),  irubxt-ft, 
10640 ;  (motive  power  machinery,  ftc), 
10675-8;  10680-4,  1153^1  (mining  machinery), 
10706;  (rock  drills),  10731-8;  [f.o.,  10734); 
(electrical  machines),  10742-3;  (wire  netting), 
10770;  (locks),  1079^-8;  (oils),  1083a, 
10885-6,  10893,  10910,  10978,  moo ;  (fibro- 
cement,   Sec),    10900;    (disinfectants,  &c.). 


Knox,  Hon.  W. — continued. 

Iiooi;     (timber),     "OiSi     11150;  (paper), 
11082-8;    (screws),   itoSS;   (kitchen  utensils, 
cast-iron),  11167.      (See  Tariff  Resolutioos 
(Customs).) 
Defence : 
Ministerial  Policy,  suffly,  3599 
Naval    Agreement,    Budget,   3695;  suffly, 
3601 

Kastern  Extension  Telegraph  Company,  q., 
"1 5.1 

Kmpir>:  :  Auslrulian  loyalty,  q.,  III55 

ICxcise  Procedure  Bill,  jr-,  7486;  eom.,  (ex- 
clusion of  lawyers),  7490 

[■'inance,  Commonwealth  aud  States,  Budget, 
3693;  q.,  1087s 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  9605 

Immigration,  suffly,  9605 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pension..  Bill,  2B.,  11936 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  3696 
l^ndoQ  Offices,  suffly.  3618,  3674 ;  q.,  3733 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  xyS;  q., 
4086 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  193;  mddrest, 

346;  9-,  590.  4086;        6127;  6354; 

6451 ;  interim  service,  q..  6728 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2B.,  6350; 

com.  (authority  to  pay  bounties),  12173 
Miners  :  Broken  Hill,  adj.,  329S 
Navigation  Bitt,  address,  345 ;  q.,  9089 
Northern  Territory,  address,  345 
Officers'  Compensation  Bill,  int.,  7503 
Old-age  Pensioni,  suffly,  9331-    (See  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Papua;  Treatment  of  natives,        11158;  Mr. 

Dnimmoad,  g.,  12199 
Parliament,  Cost  of,  q,,  502 ;  Reflections  on 

members,  q.,  10076;  obs.,  10978 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    int.,  1903; 

com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  2004 
Parties,  position  of,  address,  344,  346 
Pramy  FosUge,  Budget^  3695 
Pelitum :  Signatares,  m.,  3413;  f.o.,  3414 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Accounts,  Budget,  2694;  suffly,  3543-3 

Cable  Codes  :  Lisbon  Conference,  q,,  13154 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  suffly, 
4853 

Expenditure  on  Works  and  Buildings,  m., 

7505 

Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o..  11637 
Wireless   Telegraph   Stations .    Pacific,  q.^ 
"154 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  r 
Post  OflSce,  Glenferrie,  q.,  7296 

Preferential  Trade,  address.  345 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  479a,  4969 

Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Proecdnre, 
q.,  10076 

Fablic  Service: 
Amendment  of  Act,  suffly,  9776 
Commissioner,  suffly,  977)$ 

Quarantine  Bill,  3K.,  556 ;  com.,  (scope  of 
quarantine),  1530 ;  (general  definitions), 
1539;  (proclamatiOD  of  ports  of  entry),  1563; 
(fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy  vermin), 
t63o,  162a ;  (vessel  to  enter  first  port  of 
entry),  1622 ;  (hoistine  of  quarantine  signal), 
1633;  (vaccination  of  quarantined  persons}, 
1730;  (vessel  having  disease  on  board  enter- 
ing other  than  first  port  of  entry),  1741 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods :  Mr.  Bealc^ 
Rep<;rt,  adj.,  3099 
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Knox,  Hon.  W. — evniinued. 
States  Debts,  Bvdget,  3693,  2697 
Suez  Canal  Duet,  g.,  toiSi 
Sugar  Indnstry,  Budget,  3696 

Supply : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9605 
Home    Afiain    (Public    Service  dommis- 

stoner),  9776 
Works  and  Buildings  (Telegraphs  and  Tele< 

pbones),  354a;  (Defence),  3599;  (London 

Offices),  3618,  3674 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  tnt.,  1782;  ad.  ref.,  1^4 
Tariff,       ttSo;  m.,  2691;  ad.  ref.  7451  : 
Iron  and  Steel,  q.,  ^734 
Order  of  consideration  of  item^  m.,  4348 
Piano  Duties :  Petition,  obs.,  6y2^ 
Refunds,  adj.,  1743;  tuffly,  17&J  q.,  4621, 

4649 

Senate's  Requests,  q.,  10079 

Taxiff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Ail  Compressors,  6717 

Apparql  and  Attire,  5633,  5624 

5"ley.  5347 
Blaclung,  &c.,  6850 

Blue.  479a 

Candles,  4943<  4969 

China,  &c.,  ware,  6897 

ti^fectionery,  5217 

Directories,  &c.,  7191 

Disiofectants,  &c.,  cons,  rgg.,  iioot 

Electrical  Machines,  6039,  6041,  68oo-i-7-8; 

effns.  reg.,  ro742-3 

Fibro-cement,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  10900 

Firebricks,  6910 

Fish,  5271 

-Galvanized  Iron,  6541 
Glass,  &c.,  6914 

Hay  and  Chaff,  eens.  reg.,  10542 
Importations    tor    Goremor-General  and 

btate  Governors,  7430 
Infants  and  Invalids'  Foods,  5535 
Iron  and  Steel  (VLa.),  6836-9.  fiap;  (VI.B.), 

6845 

Kitchen    Utensils,    Cast>iron,    eons,  reg., 

1 1 167 
Lead,  6049,  6050 
Liquorice,  cent,  reg,,  10518 
Ixtcks,  cffHt.  rtq.,  10791-8 
Machines  and  nfachinery,  6713*7 
Manures,  7366 
liIariDe  Engines,  6660 

Mining  Machinery,  6782,  6796,  6709;  cons, 
ref.,  10706 

Motive-power  Machinery,  &c.,  664^,  6660; 

tons,  reg.,  10675-8,  10680^,  11536 
■Oils,  6875 ;  eons,  reg.,  loSaa,  10885-6,  10893, 

109101  10978.  moo 
Paper,  manufactnres  of,  7175,  7191;  e»ns. 

req.,  11082-8 
Paper,  Printing,  7209,  7313 
Photo.  Frames,  7125 
Pianos,  7334 


Potato  Flour, 
Rails,  &c.,  («25 


Kock  Drills,  678a,  6796;  r«w.  rtg,,  10731-8 
Scientific  Apparatus,  6903 
"Screwa,  ad.  ref.,  7451;  cons,  req.,  tio88 
SteArine,  Paraffine  Wax,  ftc.,  5136 
Sugar,  4681 
Tiles,  6907 

Timber,  7047,  7085,  7095.9,  7100;  eont.  reg,, 

1 1035,  11150 
Waddings,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10631.6,  10640 


Knox,  Hon.  yt.—contiiuied. 
Tariff  Resolntioas  (Coitonu)— rtfn/iiiiMif. 
Wire  Netting,  4442,  4573,  4574,  d«;78;  eons, 
reg.,  10770 
•    Woollen  Piece  Goods,  eons,  req.,  10626 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 
Glucose,  4638 
Starch,  5553 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Vlat  and  Toll  Rates,  smf^,  ?>i3 
Sydney-Melbourne  Trunk  Telephone,  tuffty, 
354a 

Telephone  Administration,  q.,  ^130 
Telephone  Anomalies,  adj.,  985 
Telephone  Charges,  supfty,  3542 
Telephone  Operators,  suffly,  3543 
Women's   Worl^  Exhibition  :   Grant,  suffly, 
1874:  Opening  Ceremony,  g.,  4646 

iadd«ll.  Mr.  fftialer: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6513 

Addresa-in-Reptv.  ">■,  170 

Adjournment:  Christmas,  q.,  6834 

Advertising  Australia,  q.,  10607 

Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address,  174 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  g.,  1088 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  schedule  (N.Z.  flu), 
1091;  (olives),  iiiB;  (rice),  1196;  (coffee), 
1200,  1206;  reeoM.  (specification  of  boun- 
ties), 1382 

British  Party  Politica ;  Australian  interference, 

address,  170 
Budget.  33S3;  adj.,  3308 
Business,  Precedence  of  Government,  m.,  3804 
Consumption :     Prohibited    Immigrants,  g., 

1516;  adj.,  1678;  q.,  2314 
Cotton,  Absorbent,  duty  on,  g.,  10751 
Customs    Department :     Undermanniog,  g., 

1 1 258 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req.,  (parasols,  &c.), 
10621;  (waddings,  &c.),  10630-1;  (agricul- 
tural,   ftc,    machinery    and  implements), 
10661 ;    (sheep-shearing    machmes),    10669  > 
(kitchen  utensils,  cast  iron],  10709;  (electrical 
and  gas  appliances),  10716-8;  (wire  netting), 
i°7S9  i    (P<cns,   pencils,   sc.),    11058 ;  (baro- 
meters, ftc),   1 1059,  1 1062-3 ;  (oils),   1 1 109 ; 
(stained-glass    windows),    iii8g;  [surgical 
appliances,  ftc),  11193.    (See  Tariff  Reso- 
lutions (Customs).) 
Defence  : 
Accoutrements,  suffly,  3603 
Coastal,  address,  173;  Budget,  3290 
Field  Artillery,  suffly,  360a 
Land  Forces,  address.  173 
Medical  Equipment,  suffly,  3603 
Mitchell,  case  of  Mr.,  suffly,  5797 
Mounted  Rifles,  suffly,  3603 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  173 1  Budget,  3389 
Officers,  shortage  of,  suffly,  3454 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3454 
Denton  Hat  Mills,  q.,  1747 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11372 
Federal  Capiial,  g.,  773;  suffly,  10477 
Fittings  and  Furniture,  Public  Departments, 

suffly,  11372 
Freeman     and     Wallace :  Correspondence, 

suffly,  11333 
Fruit  Growing  at  Cooma,  g,,  10401 
Government,  Position  of  the,  suffly,  10477 

Hain,  Mr.  Richard,  Budg^ 
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Liddell,  Mr.  F. — -continued. 
Hats,  Duty  on,  g.,  880,  1747 
High  Commissioner,  address,  174 
Immigration,  address,  173 

Imperial    Conference,     address,     170,     17J ; 

Budget,  3289 
Insane,  Exclusion  of,  g.,  502,  648 
Library  :  Bindiog  of  Plans,  suffly,  3595 
Loodoo  Offices,  suffly,  3650,  3071 ;  q.,  4633 
Maitland  Coal   Miners  :  Fostmsister-Genezal, 

q..  8813 

Minister  of  Defence  :  Speech  at  Lithgow,  q.^ 
773 

Morphia,  Price  of,  q.,  10750 
Opium,  Smuggling  of,  J.,  2565 
Pftpua :  Administration,  address,  174 
Parliament ; 

Alleged  CormptioD  of  Members,  q.,  SgsS; 
ebs.,  riio9  ' 

Piano  Playing,  obs-,  7213 

Ventilation  of,        4412;  suffly,  4857,  6289 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicmcs,  adj.,  8qo 
Petition  :  Signatures,  m.,  3410,  '3413 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 

Administration,   Budget,  3391-3-3;  sufily, 
10345 

Correspondence,  Delays  in   answering,  q., 

2793  J  Budget,  3303 
Deput)r  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  mffly. 

Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10244 

Secretary,  g.,  io6oq 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 

Brunswick  Post  OfHce,  q.,  2996;  adf.f  3231 

Kurri  Kurri  Post  Office,  suffly,  3520 

Sydney  General  Post  Office,  suffly,  3519 
Postal  Service  : 

Inspectors,  suffly,  3520,  10245 

Officer^    Salaries :    Deductions    for  rent, 

Postmasters :     Provincial    Towns,  tufwy, 
10344 

Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  adf.,  36r3 ; 

q.,  10785;  suffly,  ri333 
Sydney    General    Post    Office  :  Sweating, 

suffly,   4856;    additional   employes,  q., 

5803;  S9«> 
Undermanning   of    Country    Post  Offices, 

Budget,  3392 
West  Maitland,  Postmaster,  suffly,  10344 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  171 ;  Budgtt,  3390 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5077 

Printing  Office,  suffly^  3595 

Quarantine  Bill,  address,  174;  2R.,  549;  q., 
1413;  earn,  (commencement),  1418 ;  (scope 
of  quarantine),  1461 ;  (general  definitions), 
'53^)  1543>  '545  i  (performance  of  quarantine 
by  vessel),  1720,  1721 ;  (release  from  Quaran- 
tine), 1721  ;  (animals  or  plants  to  be  landed 
at  declared  ports),  1722;  (liability  for  pro- 
visions for  quarantined  persons),  1731 ; 
(penalty  for  importing  contrary  to  proclama* 
tton),  1733 ;  (inquiries  by  quarantine  officer), 
1733 ;  (vaccination  of  quarantined  persons), 
i733>  1740  i  (examination  of  imported 
animals),  1758;  cans,  atndts.,  8949 

Rabbit  Destruction,  q.,  6505 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods  :  Mr,  Beale's 
Report,  adj.,  2612:  q.,  3995;  ^^ht  y^"^* 
3105;  g.,  II159,  11261, '11531 

Sitting,  Days  of,  adj.,  6504;  M.,  6513 
Statistics,  q.,  4309 


Liddell,  Mr,  F. — continued. 
Supply  : 

Home  Affairs  (Worlcs  and  Buildings),  11372 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10244 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3454,  3603 ; 
(Post  and  Telegraph),  3519;  (Telegraphs 
and  Telephones),  3520,  3551 ;  (Treantr>'), 
359s;  (Londmi  Offices),  3659,  3671 
Sapply  Bill  (No.  1),  1908-9,  2£.,  13187 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5797 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  earn..  The  Parliament, 


Tariff,  m.,  3282  : 

Cotton,  Absorbent,  q.,  10751 
Hats,  y.,  880,  1747 
Magaimes,  q.,  3312 
Morphia,  q.,  10750 

Order  of  consideration  of  items,  m.,  4340 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Acetic  Acid,  etc.,  6968 

Agricultural,  &c..    Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 6055,  6566;  cons,  req.,  10G6; 
Animals,  4770,  4771 
Barley,  ground,  5748 
Barometers,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11059,  iio6a-3 
Boots,  &c.,  7i54'7 
Candles,  4953 
Cigarettes,  4304 
Cocoa  and  Chocolate,  5256 
Confectionery,  5333,  525a,  5256 
Cotton,  Linen,  &c.,  Piece  Goods,  5855 
Cupels,  691  z 
Cutlery,  6056 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  Washes,  &c.,  6983 

Drugs  and  Chemical^  6971 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eont.  req., 

10746-8 
Fish,  5374 
Flannelette,  5935 
Furniture,  7004 
Galvanized  Iron,  6543 
Glass,  &c.,  6913 
Gloves,  5940 

Kitchen    Utensils,  Cast  Iron,   tout,  req., 

10709 
Leatherette,  7369 
Matches,  5451 
Meats,  5455 
Medicines,  6993 

Milk,  Condensed,  &c.,  5497,  5517 
Molasses,  4765,  4766 
Nails,  6607 
Naphthalene,  6977 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  11109 
Opium,  6996 

Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10621 

Peel,  preserved,  5335 

Pens,  Pencils,  Ac,  eens.  req.,  11058 

Pickles,  5463 

Potato  Flour,  5344 

Printing  Paper,  7213 

Rubber  manufactures,  7160 

Saccharine,  6974 

Sausage  Casings,  ^460 

Sheep-Shearing  Machines,  cons.  rtQ.,  10669 
Stained-glass   windows,   6913 ;   eons,  req., 
11189 

Stone  and  Marble,  6967 

Surgical  Appliances,  &c.,  eens.  req.t  11193 

Tea,  5464 

Timber,  7075 

Waddings  and  Cotton  Wool,  5927-9;  eons^ 
req.,  10630-1  ^  | 
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Liddell,  Mr.  F. — eonlinued. 

Tariff  ResoIutiooB  (Customs) — continued. 
Weighing  Machines,  &c.,  66a8,  6631 
Wire  Nettioe,  4520;  eoHS.  req.,  10759 
Wood,  Articlei  of,  7110 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  431Q 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
Country  Telephones,  suffly,  10244 
Hotel  Telephone  Facilities,  suffly,  3530 
Lostock  Telephone    Requirements,  suffiy, 
13187 

Maitland  West  and  Sydney  Telephone,  f., 
398,  3690,  2791;  m..  2964;  tuffiy,  3551 J 

4749:  ^^try.  5798;  ff".  5803;  tuf^y, 
10345 

Silence  Bureaux :  Country  Offices,  suffly, 
3531 

Sydney-Melbourne    Telephone,    g.,    5803 ; 

exfl.^  5910;  suffly,  10345 
Telegraph  Operators*  Hours,  Budget,  3393 
Telephone  Directories,  g.,  35^6 
Underbank,  suffly,  3530,  13187 
Wilks,  Mr.,  esefl.,  0683 

LiTingaton,  Mr.  J.,  Sarher: 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6511 
Australia,   AdvexUiing  by   Mr.    Price,  g., 
10878 

Bounties  Btll,  »m.,  schedule  (oUves),  1134 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  ccm.  (Taxation 

by  Sutes),  3888 
Customs  TariH  Bill,  cent,    reg.    (bay  and 

chaff),    10^33 ;   (sheep   shearing  machines), 

10671;  (wire  netting),  10763;  (oils),  11553; 

(cnicibles),  11558.    (See  Tariff  Resolutions 

(Cuitoms].] 

Disputed    Elections  and    Qualifications  Bill, 

g.,  6131 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  11259 
Grain  Bags,  Size  of,  <f.,  10700 
'  Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey, 
g..  9191 

Papua  :  Crown  Lands,        1 1523 
Parliament  House :  Exhibits,  ^ .,  7300 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
Classification :  Ut.  Gambier  and  Fort  Pirie, 

g.,  11791,  11917,  13043 
Post  Office,  Penola,  ^,  3175,  6505 
Post  Office,  Port  Elliot,  g.,  1089 
Postal  Service  : 
Early  Closing  of  Post  Offices  :  Mails,  suf- 
fly. 5704 
Supplies  :  South  Australia,  g.,  6728 

Quarantine  Bill,   cam.,   (examination  of  im- 
ported animals),  1757 
Rabbits  for  the  Navy,  10875 

Tariff  : 
Refunds,  g.,  2997 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Ale,  &c.,  4124 
China,  &c.,  ware,  6899 
Crucibles,  eons,  regi,  11558 
Droppers,  6831 

Disinfectants,  Sheepwashes,  ftc,  6979,  6985, 

6991 
Flypapers,  6993 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  reg.,  1053a 
Manures,  7364,  7373 
Oils,  eons,  req.,  11553 
F.6830.— <]. 


Livingston,  Mr.  }.— continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 

Sheep-Shearing  Machines,  eons,  req.,  10671 

Tobacco,  ^a88 

Wire  Nettmg,  4124;  cons,  reg.,  10763 
(See  Cuitoms  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telephone  Service  : 

Administration,  g..  7296 

Ho^  Bay,  Kingston,  Luciadale,  Mount  Gam- 

bier,  Narracoorte,  g.,  1976,  3174,  6431 
Supply  of  Telephones,  q.,  7464 
Wire  Netting  :   Setzore  by  New  South  Wales 
Government,  q.,  2233 

Lynch,  Senator  P.  J.,  We^tttm  Amiralia: 

Address-i&'Reply,  m.,  147 

Appropriatioi  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
2R.,  1916;  com.  (External  AfFairsI,  ^073 

Aostrauan  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  3K, , 
4594;  earn,  (power  of  Comptroller*General 
to  question,  ftc),  5030 

Australians,  Repatriation  of,  ad4ress,  155 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (protest),  761 ; 
(application  of  State  laws),  1591,  1970;  (pro- 
tection of  banker),  3199;  rteom.,  new  clause 
(State  stamp  duty),  3293 

Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  2531 ;  com.  (appropriation), 
2^7;  (offences  against  ActJ,  2771;  new 
clause  (supply  of  information  by  amili- 
cant),  3783;  (reflations),  3857,  3S61,  2864; 
First  Schedule  (jute),  3170  j  (luohair),  3.)vj; 
(rice),  3470;  (rubber^,  3573;  (coffee),  3730; 
(tobacco),  4353 ;  recom..  First  Schedule  (to- 
bacco), 4903 

Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3701 

Commercial  Congress,  Sydney,  q.,  9353 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  5410 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (addi- 
tional provisos  :  South  African  Preference), 
13104 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule : 
Agricultural,   &c..   Machinery   and  Imple> 
'  ments,  8577 

Atomisers,  9924-5-6;  cons,  reg.,  11316 
Bananas,  7867 
Basketware,  n.e.i.,  9571 
Blankets   &c.,  8333,  8249,  8253 
Blue,  7092 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9368 
Casks,  Ac,  9644 
Coffee,  7770 
Confectionery,  7^32 

Electrical  and  Oas  Appliances,  9051-5 
Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  8797,  8805-9,  S811, 
8869,  8870-1-4;  cons,  req.,  10945-7,  11590 
Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  8479,  8481 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fruits,  dried,  7821 
Furniture,  9371 
Galvanized  Iron,  ftc,  8565 
Grain  and   Pulse,  7910 
Ginger,  green,  7831 
Hats,  &c.,  8320.4 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7924;  cons,  req.,  10864 
Honey,  Jams,  &c.,  7946 
Insecticides,  Sbecpwasbes,  ftc,  92S5 
Iron  Pipes,  9085-7 
Lounges  and  Settees,  9383-7 
Macaroni,  &c.,  7955 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  S733-4 
Manures,  9910  —  . 

Matches,  7994,  ff^eci  by  CiOOgle 


Index  to  Spee<^et. 


Lynch,  Senator  F.  J. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule]— eotuinued. 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8688 
Motive     Power    Machinery,     8627,  8631, 

8643-4  (f.o.,  8650) 
Oilmen's  StoreSi  8049 
Oils,  ^17,  8433 
Paints,  8440,  845a-5-7,  8471 
Patterns,  Paper,  9&6 
Perambulators,  &c.,  9823 
Piece  Goods,  8144,  8153 
Pulley  Blocks,  Ac,  8670 
Rubber  Manufactures,  n.c.i..  9673 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7658,  7666 
Salt,  80QO-4 
Spices,  8098 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  ct^ns.  req.,  I1319 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Wax,  &c.,  7717 

Tallow,  &c.,  8378,  8383-4 

Tea,  Stio-s 

Timber,  9538,  9544 

Tobacco,  7646 

Vehicles,  9839 

Wheels,  Steel,  ftc,  eoni.  req.y  iog6( 

Wicker,  &c.,  9564-9 
Defence  : 

Cadet  System,  suffly,  3916 

Military  Uniforms,  q.,  354 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  150 

Nomenclature  of  Forces,  suffly,  1950 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 

com.,   (Qualifications  and   Vacandes),  5648, 

5654.  5^57'  5659;  (DOwers  of  Court),  ^661, 

5663,    ^665  J    recom.      (Qualifications  and 

VacaaciesJ,  5^3 
Dissent   from   Ruling :  Admissibility  of  Re- 

iiucst  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  W50 
F.lectoral   Act,  address,  151 
F,.\cise  Tariff    (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 

adj.,  5769 

Financial  relations  ;  Commonwealth  and  State, 

address,  149 
Crerman   New   Guinea  :    British   Subjects,  q,, 

11678 

Hi£;h  Commissioner,  address,  153;  q.,  4706, 
757' 

lii.migrants  :  Sugar  Industry,  g.,  1689,  t8i6 

Immigration,  address,  153 

Immigration  Leagues :  Grants,  8339 

Itiiperial  Conference,  address,  148 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  laoai ; 

com.  (Investigation  by  Registrar),  13037 
Judiciary  Will,  sB.,  860 

Kali^oorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  address,  154;  ai.,  1252;  f.o.,  1364, 
1369,  1370J  com.  (power  to  make  lurvey), 
1491;  (appropriation),  151a;       3463,  3558 

I^ndon   Offices  of   Commonwealth,  suffty, 

39' 7.  4073 
Mall  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  155 
Map  of  Australasia,  suffly,  13145 
Navigation  Bill,  address,  155 
Pair,  Broken,  adj.,  7790  j  exfl.,  834* 
Parliamentary    AUowaocei    Bill,   ai.,  aiio; 

3»-.  a' 88 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  torn,  (no  action 
for  publishing  Parliamentary  Papers), 
I3I35 

Post  and  Telegraph  Act,  Evasions  of,  addrttt, 

153 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices  : 

Boulder  City  Post  Office,  suf-fiy,  3917 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  148 


Lynch,  Senator  P.  J. — continued. 
Progressive  Land  Values  Tax,  address,  156 
Pulsford,  Senator,  statements  in  London,  f.. 
4706 

Quarantine,  q.,  8482,  8508 

Quarantine  Bill,  sr.,  5198;  com,  (arrange- 
ments with  State  Goyemments :  stations, 
&c.),  5307 ;  (powers  of  Commonwesllh), 
5475 ;  new  paragraoh  (exclusion  of  con- 
sumptives), 5986,  5089 ;  f.o.,  5991 ;  (examina- 
tion of  imported  animals),  6063,  6067;  (lia- 
bility of  owners,  ttc,  for  provisions  for  ' 
quarantined  persons).  6076,  6086 

Questions  :  Quotations,  q.,  5980 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  cam.  (application),  1945; 
Defence  :  (Commonwealth  Forces),  tqso 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I)  1908-9,  com..  Schedule: 
Home  Affairs  (miscellaneous),  12145 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  150 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Black  Range  Telegraph  Extension,  q.,  2743; 

Isolated  Stations  :    Medicine    Chests,  y.. 
9536 

Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  adj.,  3053 

LyBfl,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J..  K.C.-M.O..  Htmt : 

Acting  Prime  Minister,  397 
Address>io-Reply,  a^>.,  ^43;  m.,  100;  okt.^ 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  743,  3035,  3028, 
3360,  3633,  5745,  6393,  6503,  6591,  6Sio, 
6834,  6896,  6967,  7034,  71101  7169,  7394, 

I330I-3 

Adjustments,  Inter-State,  Budget,  1639-30 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  2151;  ^.^  11051 
Agricultural    Machinery  i   Excise  Duty, 

1748.   1750;  suffiy,   1797;  Budget,   aiji ; 

adj.,  3843;       3431 J  ohs.,  3984;  adj.,  5800; 

q.,  7417;  adj.,  i3t6o 
Agriculture,  Federal  Bureau  of,  q.,  12158 
All-night  Sittings :  Attendance  of  Members, 

q.,  6024 

Appropriation  (Works  And  Buildings)  Bill,  m,, 

J749 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act  :  Coal 
and  Shipping  Combine,  q.,  3585,  3621 

Australians  Repatriated  from  South  Africa,  f., 
503,  938;  adj.,  1339 

Banking  Legislation,  Budget,  164a 

Beacons  Buoys,  and  Oceui  Lights,  q.,  405; 
adj.,  1470;  Budget,  3371 

Beale,  Mr.,  q.,  1975;  adj.,  a6iaj  j.,  3995; 
adj.,  3103;  suffly,  9983 

Blotting  Paper :  Tenders,  q.,  11922 

Bookkeeping  System,  Budget,  1639 
'Bounties  Bill,  int.,  ^62;  q.,  881;  com.  (ap- 
propriation), 1003;  exft.,  1380;  3I:.,  1405. 
Budget.  1632,  1641 

Braddon  Section,  Budget,  1627,  1638-0,  1640, 
1643,  1644,  3144  J  exfl.,  2741;  suffly,  3ii« 
{see  Finance :  Relations  of  Comroonwealtli 
and  States;  also  Surplus  Revenue  Bill) 
British  Party  Politics :  Australian  interfer- 
ence, address,  104 

Budget,  1625,  2143;  q.,  1716;  adj.,  1744, 
2612;  f.0..  3297;  adj.,  3299:  Mffty.  3303. 

3359 
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Lyat,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.CM.G.—conlinutd. 
Business,  Order  of,  m.,  469;   adj.,  473,  563, 
648,  744.  1084;  obs.,  1977;  suffly,  3124; 
adf  ,  aaSa,  2346,  304**;        3588;  adj.,  3619; 
f.,  362a;  a*/;.,  3899,  61S8;  suffiy,  6279; 

a*'/..    652»-a.    74i3>    7456*7.  fAf., 
12054J  adj.,  laioo;  Precedcoce  of  Govern* 
ment,  adj.,  2612;  m.,  2690,  2795,  2805;  COD* 
duct   of,    adj.,    3683,    4461,   4704,   5236-7 ; 
Conduct  of,  tuffly,  6287;  m,,  6515;  abs., 
6673,  6724,  737S 
Butter  Freights,  q.,  1089,  3935;  adj.,  3952 
Canada  :  preferential  trade.  Budget,  1647 
Canberra  Capital  Site,  q.,  193 
Carruthert»  Statue  to  Mr.,  a3ri 
Chairmaa  of  Committees,  «.,  315;  obt,,  317 
Cheap  Weeltly  Trains  :  Melbourne  and  Sydney^ 

Children,  provision  for,  at  Waitara  Home, 

adj.,  12203 
Coal  Combine,  q.,  3^8,,  3621^  3935 
Coast    Defence    Appropriation     Bill,  int.. 

12077;  aR.,  12094 
Coinage,  Silver  and  Bronze :  Commonwealth, 

Budget,  1643;  1;  2235 
Cold  Storage,  Budget,  1634 
Collins,  Captain,  suffly,  i8ia 
Commerce    Act :    States   Expenses,  Budget, 

1633;  r«^*/r,  6290 
Commonwealtn  Salaries  Bill,       1279:  suffly, 

2124;  a^;.,  2283,  3346 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act :  Discharged 

Victorian  coal  miners,  g.,  22^3 
Coosumptifa :  Frohibited  Immigrants,  q.,  1517 
Contracts,  Government  :  Standard  Wages,  q.. 

Customs   Administration  : 
Audit  Stafi,  g.,  8938 

Broken  Hill  Customs  House,  suffly,  3436 

Fremantle  Customs  House, '  suffly,  3436 

Laboratory,  Melbourne,  suffly,  3456,  3443 

Launch,  Sydney,  suffly,  34^6 

Leakage  of  Information  :  Melbourne,  suf- 
fly. 7307>  73»7 

Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  q.,  80, 
648,  77*t  879,  880;  adj.t  892,  897;  g., 
1516;  Mr.  Beale's  Report,  q.,  1975;  adj., 
2613;  q.,  299s  J  adj.,  310a 

Prosecutions,  q.,  33,  590 

Trawler,  j.,  1751 ;  suffly,  3437-  344^.3445 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  int.,  iii^Si 

aK.,    iaos3 ;    earn.,    (additional    provisos : 

South  African   Preference)  12054;  m.s.o., 

<K>54 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.  (short  title), 
7456 ;  schedule,  7456 ;  3R.,  7469 ;  g., 
gioo,  9390;  cons,  reg.,  10487;  (sago  and 
tapioca),  10496-7;  (blue),  10501;  (f.o., 
10502-3);  (rice  lool),  10502-4;  (stearine, 
paraffine  wax,  &c.),  10505-6;  (confectionery), 
10514;  (liquorice),  10517-8;  (fish),  10519; 
(herbs,  dried),  10520;  (hay  and  chafl"),  10526; 
(matches),  10546-7-50-1-2-4 ;  (mustard),  10555; 
(nuts,  edible),  10557-8;  (invalids'  foods), 
10558:   (rice),    10559;  ^0559;  (tea). 

i0559-6a ;  (apparel  and  attire),  10562-4-5 ; 
(bags,  ftc),  10571;  (blankets),  10576,  11534; 
(carpets),  10576,  11459;  (curtains),  10S77 
11438,  11441-2-3;  (gloves),  10577-8-9,  11460; 
(hats,  caps,  ftc),  10580,  10593-7;  (wigs, 
&c.),  10655 »  (anns),  10656 ;  (lead),  10660, 
» 1443  i  (agricultural ,  Ac.  machinery,  and 
implements),  10660-2 ;  (cutlery),  10672-3, 
c  a 


Lyne,  Sir  W.  J.,  Yi.C.}A.C.— continued. 

1 1444 ;  (motive  power  machinery,  &c.), 
10674-5-8,  11534-5;  (Hoist,  Hoiman  patent), 
10685;  (tog  band  saws),  10686,  11539, 
Z1541-4 ;  (manufactures  of  metai,  n.e.i.), 
iom6-8;  (mining  machinery),  10706,  10731; 
(aluminium  ware),  10707,  11544;  (kitchen 
utensils,  cast-iron),  10707-8,  11167;  (type, 
printers'),  10709 ;  (screws),  10709,  1 1086, 
1 1444 ;  (rock  diills),  10710,  10730;  [rock 
boring  machines),  10731  ;  {f-o.,  10733); 
(electrical  machines),  10734-8,  10741-2-3. 
11444-5-9,  '1452-9  >  (electrical  and  gas 
meters),  10743-7,  11545;  (electrical  articles), 
10748,  11448-9;  (rails,  &c.),  10749;  (iron 
pipes),  10750;  (wire  netting),  10770;  (locks), 
10776,  10780-9,  10790-1-8;  (standards,  &c.), 
10798-9,  10800-1-4,  11548;  (steel  and  steel- 
rimmed  wheels],  10804-6;  (wire  cloth,  gauze, 
Ike),    10S06,    10815;  ffogress  ref., 

10815 ;  (oils),  10817,  10828,  10881-4,  10^190, 
10909,  10910-1,  10971-4-5-6,  10981,  11098-9, 
iitoo,  11550-1 ;  (paints  and  colours),  io8q<;-8; 
(fibro-cement,  &c.),  10908-1-3 ;  (crucibles, 
ftc),  10903,  11556 ;  (glassware),  10906 ;  (print- 
ing roller  composition),  10996;  [slate  slabs), 
10998 ;  (stone  and  marble),  loqoS,  1 1452 ; 
(ammonia),  itooi ;  (disinfectants,  sheep 
washes,  &c.),  iioot-9,  tioio,  11562;  (drugs 
and  chemicals),  iioio-i;  (furniture),  tioti- 
4-5!  (timber).  11019-56,  I1I44-7.9,  11150-3-9, 
11162-6,  11452,  Iis67,  I1570-1 ;  (wicker, 
bamboo,  &c.),  110563  (photo  frames),  11057; 
poles,  bent),  11057;  (fancy  goods),  11057; 
(pens,  pencils,  &c.),  11058-9,  iii68-q;  (baro- 
meters, &c.),  11059-60-3 ;  (kinematographs, 
Ac),  11064-5;  (gramophones,  &c.),  11066; 
(spectacles,  &c.),  11067;  (slipper  forms, 
ftc),  11068;  (rubber  manufactures),  11068-9; 
(leather),  11069,  i>574!  (paper),  i[o7i-5-6, 
ito8o-l-a-4-6-9,  11090-1-2,  IT452;  (printing 
inks),  11092-3-5;  (licht-pausrohpapier),  11170- 
1-2-3;  ^bicycles,  he),  11174;  (fishing  lines), 
11175 ;  (corks),  11175 !  (photographic  acces- 
sories) ,  III 76-7 ;  (stained  glass  windows), 
1 1183,  II 191,  11575-6;  (surgical  appliances, 
ftc),  11192-3;  (rebate  schedule),  iii94-7> 
'  iiaoo,  11211-3;  (pianos),  11211-4;  (flannel- 
ette),  11443;  (wooHen  piece  goods),  11461-6, 
11536,  11533;  adj.,  11466;  (coal  cutting  ma- 
shines),  10731,  in;44-5;  11578;  ad.  rep., 
11579.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customsl 
Darling  Island  Store,  suffly,  3433 
Debts,  States,  Budget,  1643.-4;  suffly,  3316; 

f.,  8816,  10462,  10534,  11159 
Decimal  Coinage,  q.,  11335-6 
Defence ; 
Ammunition,   Defective,  q.,  3301 
British  Riee  Team,  Budget,  1633 
Cadet   Ranges,  suffly,  3448 
Cadets,  Budget,  1633 
Cordite  Factory,  Budget,  1637 
Fixed  Defences  ;  Guns  and  Lights,  Budget, 
»637 

Harbor  and  ■  Coastal.    Budget,    1637;  suf^ 

fiy>  3677.  "^67 
Naval  Agreement,  address,   101,  104;  g., 
128a,  1377-8;  Budget,  1633-6,  2143; 
2689,  2998;  adj.,  3230;  g.,  3300,  342a, 
laaoo 

Naval   Policy,  Government,    Budget,  163a- 
New  'wfwk?  flHj^|fffe<,g^g00gIe 
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Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.CM.G.— continued. 

l)c  fence — tantinued. 
Port  Darwin  Defence,  suffly,  3450 
Protector,    suffly,  3450 
Ride  Clubs,  Budget,  1633;  suffly,  3448 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3448,  3450 
Royal  Naval  Reserve,  Budget,  1633 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Budget, 
Swan  Island  Boat  Harbor,  suffly^  3449 
Telephoaes ;  Rifle  Ranges,  suffty^  3449 

Denton  Hat  Mills,        881,  1747 

Dissent  from   Ruling  :   Close  of  Budget  De- 
bate, obs.,  3298 

Divisions  :  Calls  for,  obs.,  6909 

]-:asterD  Extension  Australasia  and  China 
Telegraph  Company,  Budget,  1635 

Kight  Hours  Principle,  q.,  11019 

Election  Expenses,  q.,  977,  978;  suffly,  8965, 

977?J       M»8o;  w^^y.  f.,  114*1 

Election  Expenses   Reimbursement   B^ll,  2B., 

13196;  com.,  (Appropriation),  12197 
Estimates,  additional,  q.,  10078;  {f.o.,  10185- 

6);  suffly,  10189,  irai6,  1126a,  11371-3-5-71 

11418 

Estimates :  New  Works  and  Buildings,  q., 
i866>  3313 

Estimates,   Reduction   ot,   exfl.,   1 1706 ; 

11707,  18154 
Excise  Duties  on  Manufactures,  q.,  5240 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural    Macninery)  Act, 
1748,  1750;  suffly,  1797;  Budget,  >isi; 

ad}..  3843;  q.,  3421;  obs.,  3984:  74*7; 

Award  of  Court,  adj.,  5800,  13160 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (amylic  alcohol), 

11315.   i.^"  Excise  Tariff  Resolutions) 
Excise  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,  adj.,  4143 
Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  int.,  11795;  2s., 

11215 

Expenditure  of  the  Commonwealth,  Budget- 
1631-2-3-4-7-8;  suffly,  3303;  9099; 
suffly,  9961,  11362,  13098 

Exports,  Imports,  and  Production,  Budgtt, 
1626 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  193,  297,773,  1279;  adj.. 
1469;  suffly,  1883;  q.,  2651,  3508,  3588, 
3733  (««  Seat  of  Government  Bill) 

Finance  :  Relations  of  Commonwealth  and 
States;  Budget,  i627-.i8-9-40-3-4,  3^44; 
exfl.,  2741 ;  suffly,  3303-11-16;  q.,  6430, 
8816,  9099,  10462,  10534;  adj.,  107S4;  m., 
10808;  q.,  10875-6,  11016-7,  11159;  tuffly, 
11364;  **52S;  Payment  of  Surplus  Re- 
venue, adj.,  11735;        "737-S^9.  11740-1-3, 

II784-5-6-7,    II93I,  13151 

Fires  in  New 'South  Wales,  adj.,  3363 
Forrest,   Sir  John,  resignation  as  Treasurei, 

obs.,   1085,  3655 
!■  riday  Sitting  q.,  977 
<<loves.  Manufacture  of,  q.,  3566,  3689 
Government,   Position  of  the,  address,   too ; 

obt.f  6941  Budget,  2145;  changes  in  the, 

ebs.,  1084 

Government  Printing  Office,  q.,  3230;  sttfflyt 

3590.  3594.  3598.  997» 
Harvesters,  price  of,  obs.,  12055;  3"  ^"SS 
Hats,  Duty  on,  q.,  881,  1747 
High  Commtssioneri  addrestt   tot ;  Budget^ 

1643 

Hirsch,  Mr.  Max,  q.t  405 
Honors,  Australian  Recommendations  for,  j., 
«75» 

Hughes,  Diver,  Decoiatioo  of,  q.,  2566,  3794; 
adj.,  3995 


Lyne,  Hon,  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C-M.G.— fffn/iiwwrf. 
Immigration : 
Assisted :  New  South  Wales,  adj.,  1339 
Contract,  jr.,  503,  1087,  1^1;  adj.,  1331, 

1744.  3347;  q.,  3433 
Government  Policy,  Budget,  1641,  2151 
Misleading  Advertisements,   q.,   773,  938; 

adj.,  930,  J231;  q.,  isSi,  1413 
Prohibited  Immigrants,  q.,  1517 
Salvation  Army  Settlements,  g.,  1596 
Immigration  League  of    Australia,  q.,  773, 

881,  928;  adj.t  930,  1331 
Immigration  Restnction  Act,  adj.,  347;- 
»5>7 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  tot,  104;  repon 

of,  g.,  398;   adj.,  470;  m.,  769 
Imports.   Budget,   1636,   1646;   ebt.,  3977-8, 

4964 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allowances, 
3.,  1379;  Baxter  Case,  adj.,  3556 

Information,  supply  of  to  Members,  exfl., 
2652.3 

Insane,  Exclusion  of,  q.,  502,  648 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  o^/-,  1198a 

Insurance  Compan^BS,  q.,  12158 

Iron  Bounties,  Budget,  1645;  g.,  5690-1  {tee 

also  Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill) 
Judiciary  Bill,  adj.,  2346;  q.,  3588;  m.,  3760; 

3«-.  3856 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  obs.,  563;  Budget,  1632;  jr.,  jiji,  3996 

Kanakas,  Repatriated,  q.,  502 

Labour  Party,  address,  104 

Lascars :  Commonwealth  legislation,  g.,  1975 

Leave  of  Alnence,  m.,  am 

Loan  Expenditure,  Budget,  1636 

Log  Timber,  duty  on,  q.,  1715 

London  Offices,  Budget,  1641-3 ;  suffly,  tSto, 
i8n,  1876,  1883,  3616,  3619,  3626,  3661;  q., 
373a.  3851.  46a*.  4M.  12155-6 

Lunatic,  alleged,  landing  of  at  Fremantle, 

q.,  503 

Mail  Contracts  : 
Cancelled,  address,   102;  q.,   193;  Budget. 
1634;  suffiy,  1798,  1869;  y.,  3651,  4633, 
'  10701 

Cold  Storage,  Budget,  1634 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  Budget,  1634;  adj., 
6504 

Pacific  Islands,  suffly,  i8i3 
Papna,  Solomon  Idands,  New  Hebrides,  f., 
3508 

Mail  Fleet,  Federal,  9.,  773,  io8q;  State  Im- 
portations, q.,  988,  iiSt 
Mail  Steamers;   Passenger  Rates,  q.,  <Q75! 

charges  for  liquor,  q.,  2564 
Manufactures    Encouragement    Bill,  suffly, 
5804;         59>o;  59"-3-4;  6036, 

6186;  q.,  6329;  o^/.,  6533;  q.,  11789;  com. 
{commencement),  13168;  (authority  to  pay 
bounties),  13169;  (proof  of  good  quality), 
12174;     (regulations),     12175;  (schedule). 
12177-8,  t3i8o 
Marble,  Australian,  q.,  11634 
Melbourne  Offices:  Commonwealth,  q.,  5801 
Meteorological  Branch,  Budget,  1633 
Ministerialists,  Loyalty  of,  q.,  976 
Ministers,  Relations  of,  q.,  10^6 
Ministry,  Changes  in  the,  ebs.,  1084 
Murray  Waters  Agreement,  q.,  t.o^ 
National   Fhyuque :    Medical    Inspection  of 

School  children,  q.,  3302,  3585 
Naval  Agreement.    {See  Pel^QcjO^I^ 
Digitized  by\l3DOQie 


Jtd^  3, 1907,  to  June  o,  1908. 


Ixix 


Lyoe,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K..C.li..G.—cttiHinut4. 
Nrnvigation  Commission :  Report,  3173 
NftvigattOQ  Coafereace,  address,  103;  q.,  404; 
obs.,  465 

Netherlands    ladies :    Influx    of    Orientals : 

Trade,  f.,  2998 
New  Hebrides,        647,  1413,  1596;  Budget, 

1646;  q.,  3268»  3301;  obs.,  3419;  3508 
New  Protection,  q.,   1715;    adj.t  i745;  ^-i 

X748;  suffly,  1784.  1797;  f".  "975;  ^"^tfU 

2148,  ai5i;  flrf>.,  2843;  q.,  2890.  3174,  3268 

3302;  sutfty.  33»9.,  33M>;        S**".  3^?- 
4200,  5802;  adj.,  6iffi;  11053; 
12160 

New  I'rotection  (Tariff),  3986,  4009,  4644,  4674 
Mew  South  Wales  Government :  Seizure  Qi 
wire-netting,  obs.,  2120;  Budget,  2152;  q,, 
2230-1-2-3;  adj.,  2346;  g.,  2563,  3423;  Can- 
cellation of  Cariieis'  Licences,  q.t  2793, 
juffiy,  3904;  SaviDffs  Bank  Claim,  tuffly, 
57»3 

Northern  Territoty,  q.,  158,  194,  r28o;  Bud- 
get, 164a;  «<i;.,  2346:  q.,  2566;  arf;.,  3363; 

?•»  4413.  9*00 
Officers'  Compensation  BUI,  int.,  7494,  7499, 

7502;   3B.,  750a 
Old-age  Pensions,  q^,  352;  Budget.  1643; 

toSoS;        11790,  11918.    {See  Invalid  and 

Otd-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Old-age   Pensions  Appropriation   Bill,  com. 

(Appropriation),  12006-7 
Olive,  Cocoanut,  and  Mineral  Oils,  q.,  1717 
Opium,  q.,  2234 
Opposition  Corner,  q.,  11054 
Orton.  S.S.,  adj.,  11177;  q.,  11917 
Pacific  Cable,  g.,  tai^3 
Pacific  Islands  Mail  ^rvice,  suffly^  1813; 

3508 

Paper,  Tenders  for,  q.,  10081 

Papua,  Budget,  1642,  1646;  q.  3508;  Suffly, 
6290;  deportation  of  aboriginals,  4412; 
Public  Service,  q.,  11P54;  Royal  Commis- 
sion, suffiy,  11375 1  Administration  : 
Mr.  Drummond  and  Mr..  Aidlie,  12199 

Parliament ; 
Candidales*  EStpeuei,  f.,  977,  978;  sufflv. 

8965,  9773!  ^-t  "o»8o;  t**ff^y> 
11421 

Entertainment  of  Strangers,  adj.,  6293 
Exhibit  of  Pianos,  q.,  7114 
Lobbying,  ebs.,  10977;  9-'  11051 
Prorogation  of,  q.,  11053-4;  adj.,  12201 
Reassembling  of,  tuffly,  12097;        la^X  > 
a^/.,  1 2201 

Reflections  on  Members,  Tariff,  10974-5-6, 
10981 ;  q.,  iroi7 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  Budget,  1644, 

1678;  suffly,  1775;  adj.,  i8iaj  1866; 

int.,  1883,  1886;  in.,  1924;  2K.,  r977,  1982; 

f«fii.,  (amount  of  allowance),  i996'7,  2001 ; 

new  clanse  (appropriation),  2010;  preamble, 

2017;  q.,  2450,  2064 
Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicines,  q.t  80,  648, 

772,  879,  880;  adj.,  802.  897;  q.,  nt6;  Mr. 

Beale's  report,  q.,  1975;   adj.,    3613;  q., 

2995;  adj.,  310a 
Patent  Office  :  Administration,  g.,  501,  88x 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  1629-33;  »99Si 

q.,  12151 
Petherick,  Mr.,  q.,  2567 

Petition  :  Signatures,  ohs.,  3408;  m.,  3409. 
Population,  Budget,  1641 
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Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Annual  Report,  suffly,  IOI94 
Cabinet    Committee    of    Inquiry,  suffly, 

10194,  »0445 
Eastern  and  Pacific  Cables,  q.,  12153 
Expenditure,  adj.,  7457;  «.,  750a;  suffly^ 
8821.   9962,    roigo;   ex^.,   11706-7;  f., 
"i5>-4 

Increase  of  Employ^,  Budget,  1634,  2275; 

t^fffy*  3309;        3363  J  4869; 

7504  i  suffly,  8821,  9962,  10192,  10443 
Increments,  7464 

New  Works  and  Suildings,  Budget,  1636; 
i«ttiy»    3521.    3528,    3533.  3540J 
7502;  suffly,  10190;        1 1054;  suffly, 
11268 

Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  a^/.,  2614 
Royal  Commiss^pn,  suffly,  10441 ;  q.,  10042, 
12152 

Stamps:   Printing  of,  supply,  3590,  3594; 

q.,  6099;  suffly,  9971 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  sufply,  3554 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
AlstonviUe  Pott  Office,  suffly,  3522 
Bangalow  Post  Office,  suf^y,  352a 
BcUmgen  Post  Office,  sufpy,  3522 
Bondi  Post  Office,  supply,  3522 
Canbelego  Post  Office,  suffly,  3522 
Cessnock  Post  Office,  suffly,  3522 
Coffi  Harbor  Post  Office,  suffly,  353a 
Culcaim  Pott  Office,  suffiy,  3533 
Gunnmg  Post  Office,  suffiy,  3523 
Katoomra  Post  Office,  suffiy,  3523 
Launceston  Post  Office,  suffly,  3540 
Lithgow  Post  Office,  suffiy,  3523 
Mclmiurae    General    Post    Office,  suf^y, 

35*8 

Nortbam  Post  Office,  sufply,  3533 
Sydney  General  Post  Office,  suffiy,  3531 
Poynton,  Mr.,  naming  of,  obs.,  7369 
Preferential  Trade  : 
Canada,  Budget,  1647 
South  Africa,  Budget,  1647 
United   Kingdom,   address,   101,   104;  q., 
590,591,6^,1413;  Budget,  ti^i-^-j  \  adj., 
»745:       >747»  Budget,  2146,  ai5o; 

f.,  2312,  2791 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4576,  4788,  4959, 
4968,  4970 

Premiers*    Conferences,    States,    adj.,  470; 
Budget,  1643,  2144 

Prime  Minister,  Absence  of  the,  obs.,  193 ; 
q.,   297;  ebs.,  604;  adj.,   1084;  q.,  21563; 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  770,  2230 
Printing  Office,  q.,  2230;  suffiy,  3590,  3594, 
3598;  Sweating  at  Sydney,  q.,  6132,  6595, 
6813,  6968;  Casual  employes,  Melbourne, 
q..  7415;  New  South  .Wales  Electoral  Rolls, 
supply,  9971 ;  Labourers'  pay,  Melbourne* 
q.,  ir42i 

Production,  Budget,  1626 
Public  Service  : 
Allowances,     Western  Australia, 

"371-3:  "9»9 
Boards  of  Inquiry,  obs.,  S935 
Classification,  q.,  Tq-jft 
Commissioner,  supply,  9773,  10443 
Examinations,  Public  Service  Act, 
Gratuities;  Case  of  late  Mr. 

7463-4.    {See  Officers' 
Digitized  by ' 


suffiy, 


1215a 
Clarke,  q.. 
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Lyue,  Hod.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.CM.G.—^oniinMd. 
Public  Service — continued. 
Incrementi ;    Treasurer's   advance^  fupfiy, 
1798;  J..  2689;  suffty,  3314;  g.,  68zas 
Postal  officials,  g.,  7464 
Owen,   Colonel,    appoiDtmeat   of,  tuffly, 
979a 

Public  Works :  New  South  Wales,  3997 ; 
Expenditure,  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, m.,  7503  i  supply,  8821 

Pulmonary  Phthisis,  g.,  1517 

Quarantine  Bill,  St.,  504,  557;  g.,  1412; 
eam.t  (commencement)  1417,  tsco[>e  of 
qaarantine)  1418,  1468,  (general  definitions) 
I536(  I54i>  (arrangements  with  States  Go- 
vernments) lS47i  (proclamation  of  ports  of 
entry)  1549,  1560,  1562,  1565;  Budget, 
1633.3 

Quarantine  : 
Transferred  Properties,  g.,  11918 

Queensland  : 
Notice  bf  New  Duties,       1864,  at2a 

Questions  without  notice,  ois.,  3333;  g-t 
13041 

Rabbit  Virus,  g.,  407,  503,  3969,  5520,  6356, 
6505,  6674,  7300;  supfty,  11377 

Recess,  Duration  of,  supply,  12097  i  S't  I'^ot ; 
ad;.,  I320I 

Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth,  Budget,  1627. 

8-  9-90.1;  supply,  3303;  g.,  9099,  loyi; 
supply,  ti2D2.  13098 

Revotes,  Budget,  1633 

Royal  Agricultural  Show,  g.,  >688 

Rural  Industries,  g.,  121^8 

Salvation  Army  Settlements,  g.,  1506 

Savings  Bank   Claim:    New  South  Wales, 

supply.  5783 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  g.,  3588,  3733  {lee 

Federal  Capital) 
Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods  :  Mr.  Beale's 

Report,  g..  1975;  adj.y  3613;  g.,  3995;  ad;., 

3102;  supply,  9983 
Senate,   powers  of   requesting  alteration  in 

Tariff,  g.,  7450 
Shipping  Combine,  ed;.,  395a 
Shipping,  Differential  Treatment  by  States, 

9-  "790 

Sittings,  Suspension  of,  ebs.,  113;  ad/.,  3332; 
g.,  3854;  extension  of,  ad;.,  4704;  g.,  5111  ; 
ad;.,  5236;  days  and  hours  of,  (SiiSS; 
**/.,  6417;  m,.  6503,  6515;  orf;.,  6591, 
6810 

South  Africa;  Preferential  Trade,  Budget, 
1647 

Special  Tariff,  Western  Australia,  Budget, 
1627 

Standard  Oil  Company  and  Members,  pbs., 
ioq74-5-6,  10981;  g,t  11017;  operations  of 
trust,   g.,  12044 

State  Bank,  Budget,  1642;  g.,  11019 
State  Importations,  eis.f  2130;  Budget,  3152; 
g.,  3330-1-2-3;  adj.,  3346  i  ff.,  2563,  3433; 

o^x.,  7401 

State   Referendum   at   Federal   Elections,  g,, 

3689;  ad;.,  3970,  3971 
States  Debts,   Budget,  1643-4;  tupply,  3316; 

g.,  8816,  10462,  10534,  11159 
States    Expenditure,    Budget,    1634;  "ift^yt 

3304  9.  3359;  34" 
States    Premiers'    Conference,    Report,  g., 

12040 
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States,  Revenue  Returned  to  the.  Budget, 
1637-38-9.40-3,  3144;  expl.,  2741;  suppiy, 
3303-";  6420,    9099^  1046a;  nspply, 

11364;  ad;.,  11735;  e,,  II737-8-9*  ii740-«-3» 
11784-5-6-7,  11931,  12151 

States,  Services  rendered  to  by  ComBH»wc»Itb 
Officers,  g.,  7297 

Sugar : 

Bounty,  Budget,  1628-32;  supply,  3310;  g.„ 

10464,  10536,  10575,  «07<M 
Consumption,  Budget,  1637 
Excise,  Budget,   1638-33;  g.,    3173,  10464, 

10526,  10575,  10702 
Imports,  Budget,  1629 
Production,  Budget,  1628-9 
Rebate,  g.,  10464,    10536,     10575,  ">703, 

Supply  : 

External  Affain  (Administrativ^f  8976 
Home    Affairs    (Electoral    Office),  9773; 

(Public     Service     Commissioner),  9773r 

11371-3 

Parliament  (Election  Expenses),  8965,  itaifr 
Postmaster-General   (Central  Staff), 

10185-6),  10189 
Trade  and  Customs  (Central  Staff),  11377 
Treasury,     9961 ;     (Government  Printer), 
9971  (p.o.,  9975);  (Treasurer's  Advance), 
9983 ;    (miscellaneous),  11375 
Works  and  Buildings,  3303,  {p.o.,  3319-20); 
(Home  Affairs),  3359,  3423 ;  (Trade  and 
Customs),  3436-7.  3443,  3445;  (Defence), 
3448-9,  3450,  3677;  (Post  and  Telegraph), 
3521,  3528,  3533,  3540;  (Tclegrapbi  and 
Telephone*),  3554:  (Treasury).  3590.  3594. 
3598;  (London  Offices),  3616,  3619,  3636, 
3661 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  int.,  i;7<;,  1784.  17(16; 
com.,  Exfema)  Affairs :  (London  Office*), 
1810-1,  1812;  (Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service), 
1812;  ad.  rep.,  1869,  i88t 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5783 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  int.,  6379;  3I1.,  628G; 
com..  Contingencies,  6288;  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms: (Commerce  Act),  6390;  External  Af- 
fairs :  (Papua),  6290 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  8820;  m.s.o.,  8863 

Supply  Bill  (No.  1),  1908-9;  int.,  12097;  a«,, 
12098,  12182;  3K.,  12190 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  tni.,  9010;  q.,  9470: 

as..  9847.  987s;  jff^'-.  "9»9  , 
Surplus  Revenue,  Distribution  of,  g.,  10463 

Tahiti,  g.,  3105 

Tariff,  g.,  406,  975,  976;  ad;.,  itSo,  1469: 

1645-6.7-8;  g.,  1715-6;  ad;.,  1744  J  g;  »747? 
supply,  1775!  adj.,  2035,  2028;  m.,  3143; 
g.,  2791;  adj..  3048;  g.,  3173;  supply, 
1303;  g.,  3430,  3586,  3587,  3733;  ad.  rep., 

7440;  7450;  "f"  7455  i  ?■»  J'789; 
adj.,  12303 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Goveinmeat, 
obs.,  3i30;  Budget,  2153;  g,,  3a30-i-3-3; 
adj.,  2346;  g.,  3563,  3793;  supply,  3904; 

1433 

Agricultural  Machinery,       1748,  17C0:  mP' 
fly,  1797;  Budget,  2148,  2151;  oil..  3984 
Alterations,  g.,  6834 
Amendments,   date  of,   m.,  10503-3; 

ios.';7-8 

Amendments,  format,  obs.t  7440 
Anomalies,  g.,  1715,  3996;  ad.  rep.,  745V 
Antimony,  g.,  11157-8 
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Bicyclei  and  parU,  q.,  3588 

Bottles  and  Cases,  f.,  5496 
Collection  at  Reduced  Rates,  q.,  3734 
Comparative  Tariff  Tables,  ois.,  3981  \  adj., 
4307 

Congratulatory  messages,  q.,  3996  ' 
Debates,  coaclusiMt  of,  q.,  11052-3 
DiscODteot  in  Western  Aitstnlia,  a6gi 
Dressed  Timber,  q.,  3300,  3431 
'Electric  Equipment,  9331 
-Gloves,       2566,  2689 

■Goods  in  transit,  q.,  1745*6  i  '"ff^y*  >797» 

1883;  q.,  3586 
Hats,   q.y   881,  1747 
Index,  q.,  1715 

Instmctions  to  Collectors,  q.,  1864,  3133 

Introduction,        975,  976,  1180;  1469 

Iron,  Budget.  1645;  3734 

Kerosene,  Budget,  2152;  ^i/.,  3975 

l,obbying,  10977;  S->  i»osi 

I<og  Timber,  q.,  1715 

Magazines,  3431 

Minister  in  charge,  q.,  3587 

Hew     Protection,    q.,     1745;  1745 ; 

q.,   1748;   Jw/'f/y,    1784,    171)7;  q.,  1975; 

2148,  2151;  adi.,  2843;  2890, 

3174,  3268,  3303;  luffly,  3319.  33ao;  y., 

3431,  3622  J   obs.,  3986,  4009:  ff.,  4300; 

obs.,  4644,  4674;         11053  . 
Ifon-debatable  items,  q.,  5310^  5340;  oht., 

6515 

Order  of  consideration  of  items,  j.,  3421, 
3587-8;  obs.,  3976,  4007,  4010;  f.o.y  4120; 

4»24;       4380;       4325-71  4354.  4360. 
4625,  4636;  q.,  6533 

Paper,  duties  on,  q.,  6675 

Photographic  Plates,  q.,  3854 

Piano,   Exhibit  in  Parliament  House,  q., 

7114 

Potato  Flour,  q.,  5415 

Preferential  Rates,  Bmdgei,  1645-6-7;  adj., 
»745;  ?•»  i747»  *<33;  Budget,  2146,  2150; 
y.,  2312,  3791;  tf*,.,  4576,  4788,  4959, 
4968,  4970 

Printing  Paper :  Exemption  from  duty,  q.. 
11179 

Queensland ;    Notice  of  New  Duties, 

1864,  3123 

■Aebates  on  Hat  Making  and  other  Ma- 
chinery, ebs.,  4450;  ad}..  4461; 
45095  t»ffiy,  4867;  S"  4936;  obs.,  6704, 
•6710,  6720-1-3-4,  6738;  m.,  6744,  6753; 
cans,  nq.,  iii()4-7,  iiaoo,  11311-3;  piece 
goods,  obs.,  7412 

Recommittal  of  items,  adj.,  7413;  ad.  ref., 
7455 

iteduction  of  Duties  :  Interview  witA  Syd- 
ney Daily  Telegrafk,  ebs.,  5318 

Refunds,  adj.,  1744;  q.,  1746;  suffly,  1797; 
3793,  4199,  462a,  4650 

Retailers'  increased  prices,  q.,  1865,  1974; 
Budget,  3147,  2153;  obs.,  1983-5 

Revenue,     suffly,     1784;     Budget,  2147; 

ftt^/j-,  33"-4;  3989;  ?•>  io75»; 

suffly,  11265 
Senate's    Requests,'   j^.,   7450,  9100,  9390, 

10079;  "i^-i  10674;        10815  {«<  Customs 

Tariff  Bill) 
Stearioe  and  ParaflSne  Wax,  q.,  5131 
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Tariff — eontinued. 
Tasmania :    Notice    of    New    Duties,  f.. 

1747,  2132 

Teaj  Budget,  3153;  ebs.,  3976 
Transmission    of    Resolutions    to  Senate, 
9bs.,  4010 

Wire  Netting,  q.,  1974;  abs.,  aiaoj  Budget, 
2148,  215a;    q.,   a23o-i-2-3.   3314,  2793, 
3997i  3»74»  3432.  35861  4»a4; 
4199.  462a,  46^ 

Woollen  Piece  Goods,  twi;.,  11466 
Tariff    Commission's    Reports,  897; 

Budget,   1646;  tf.,   1716;  arf/.,   I744!  ?■* 

1747,  1748,  1866,  186S;  adj.,  J039; 

ai49J  txfl.,  2563;  ff*/.,  3976.  7470 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Accoutremenu,  &c.,  S939 

Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  6969 

Adie,  Axe,  and  Scythe  Handles,  7125 

Agricultural  &c..  Machinenr  and  Imple- 
ments, 6053-4*  6549.  655<»»  0556.  6564-5-6-9. 
6570-5*  6583-5,  6590;  eons,  req.,  10660-2 

Air  Compresson,  6717 

Ale,  Stc.,  3974,  4007,  4009.  41*4 

Aluminium  Ware,  6748;  cans,  req.*  10707, 

ii544 

Ammonia,  6969,  6970;  ccns.  req.,  iiooi 
Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  &c.,  6113 
Amylic  Alcohol,  41.^8 
Animals,  4768,  477°.  477^ 
Antimony,  ftc,  6830 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5635,  5627,  5638;  eans. 

10562-4-s 
Arms,  6034-6  J  eons,  req.,  iot)50 
Arrowroot,  5445 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  5632,  5633 
Articles,  Advertising,  7359 
Articles  of  Celluloid,  7399 
Art,   Works  of,   7398;  ""3» 

UT91,  IIS75-6 
Asbestos  Pipe  and  Boiler  Corering,  7399 
Asphalt  Mastic,  6909 

Bags,  &c..  5642,  5644,  5645;  rteom.,  5730^; 

eons,  req.,  10571 
Bags,  Baskets,  &c.,  7359 
Bananas,  5337 
Barbed  Wire,  6830 
Barley,  5346 

Barometers,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11059-60-3 
Basketware,  7109 

Bicycles,  &c.,  7270-7»  728o-i-a;  eons,  req., 
II 174 

Biscuits,  4775.  4778,  4780 
Blacking,  &c.,  6S47*  6855 
Blacks,  6896 

Blankets,  Flannels,  ftc.,  5719*  57"7;  tons. 

req.,  10576,  11534 
Blue,  4788;  eons,  req.,  10501 
Boats,  ftc,  7360 
Bolts,  Carriage,  6831 
Bolts,  Nuts,  &c.,  6839 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7369 
Boot  Linings,  5937 
Bottle  Stoppers,  6935-6 
Bottles,  5463,  6938,  6947-8 
Brass  Work,  &c.,  £112 
Bnishmakers'  Woodware,  7118 
Buckets,  ftc,  7138 
Buggy  ShafU,  7130-1 

Cameras,      Photographs,     Postcards,  ftc, 
CariSfe?,  4938,  5>«r|t,zed  by  Google 
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Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.CM.G.— continued. 
Tariff  Resolutioni  (Customs) — continued. 

Canvas  and  Duck,  5930 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  6971 

Carbon  Bisulphide,  73Qa 

Carpets,  &c.,  5738;  com,  reg.,  10S76,  11459 

Casks,  4c.,  7*3^-S 

Cement,  ftc,  6B96 

Cbaffcutters,  ftc,  6564-5 

Chairs,  ftc.  wai 

China,  ftc.  Ware,  6897,  6900 

Cigarettes,  4304 

Cigars,  4304 

Clay  Smoking;  Pipes,  7397 

Coal-cutting    Machines,    eons,   req.,  10731, 

I 1544.5 
Cocoa  Butter,  ftc,  5359 
Coffee,  S263 
Coir  Mats,  Ac,  5739 

Combined  Com  Sbeller,  Huskei,  ftc,  6566 
Combs,  ftc,  714a 

Confectionery,  5159,  5160,  5319,  5242;  eons. 

req.,  10514 
Copying  Apparatus  7379 
Cork  tlatt,  7379}  cons,  req.,  "175 
Cornflour,  5349,  5350 
Cosies,  CudiioQi,  Quilti,  ftc,  j;74o-i-a-4 
Cotton,  Linen,  ftc.  Piece  Goods,  5853-4-6, 

Cream  Separators,  6583 

Cresylic  Acid,  6976 

Crucibles,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  10903,  11556 
Carrants,  5378 

Curtains,   ftc,    cons,    req.,    10577,  "438* 
11441-2-3 

Cutlery,  cons,  req.,  10673*3,  II444 
Cycle  Tubing,  7282 
Cycle  Parts,  7283-4 
Cylinders,  6113-4 

Dairy    Refrigerators,    6569 ;    cons,  req., 

1066a 
Dates,  5331 
Denims,  5850 

Disinfectants,  Sheep  Washes,  ftc,  6985-7; 

cons,  req.,  tioot-9,  tioio,  1156a 
Droppers,  6831-9 

Drugs  and  Chemicals,  6976-7;  cons,  req., 

itoio-i 
Dry  Gums,  6957 
Earthenware,  0903-6 
Eggs,  5265 

Electrical    and    Gas    Meters,    cons,  req., 

10743-7,  11545 
Electrical  Articles,  6810;  eons,  req.,  10748, 

1 1448-9 

Electrical  Machines,  6800-1-4  >    cans,  req., 

ro734-8,  io74i-a-?,  11444-5-9,  ii45*-9 
Electroliers,  kc,  6808-9 
Engines,  6712 
Essential  Oils,  6999 
Ethers,  4139,  6999 
Explosives.  7381-5-8,  7391 
Eyelets,  61 14 

Fancy  Goods,  7141-2;  cons,  req.,  11057 
Feathers,  5634,  56,^6 

Fibro-cement,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  10900- 1-2 
Filters,  7359 

Fish,  5266,  5270,  5278;  cons,  req.,  10^19 
Fishing  Lines,  cons,  req.,  11175 
Flannelette,  5918,  5923;  cons,  req.,  11443 
Furoiture,  7002,    7019,    7030,   7021 ;  cons. 

req.,  11011-4-5 
f^alvaoised  Iron,  6534-7,  6530,  6547 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.M.C.—cOH/iHsied. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 

Glass,  ftc,  6915-7-9,  6921-2-3-9,  6934 ;  cons, 
req.,  10906 

Gloves,  5939,  5940;  eons,  req.,  ios77-8-9» 

11460 
Glucose  4628 
Glne,  6949,  6954-6 
Glycerine  and  LaooliDe,  6998 
Grain  and  Pulse,  n.e.i.,  5358 
Gramaphooes,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11066 
Graphite,  6858 

HaU,  Caps,  ftc,  5947,  5950,  5956,  5960, 
5966,  5975,  5976  J  cons,  req.,  10580. 
10593-7 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5359.  5361,  5417,  5429; 

q.M  613a;  eons,  req.,  10526 
Herbs,  dried,  5341;  cons,  req,,  10520 
Hessians,  Jute,  Bookbinders'  Cloth,  ftc.  5931 
Hogsheads,  7135-6 

Hoist,  Hoilman  Patent,  6710-2;  cons,  req., 

10685,  10686 
Honey,  Jams,  Jellies,'  5444 
iBapoitatKHU    for     Govemor-Genenu  and 

State  Governors,  7403-4-5 
InctndeaceDt  Filament  Lamps,  ftc,  6Sae 
Incandescent  Mantles,  5977 
Infants  and  Invalids'  Foods,  5521,  5523-4; 

cons,  req.,  10558 
Inkstands,  ftc,  7266 

Iron  and  Steel  (VU.),  6833-5.7;  (Via.), 
6842-3 

lion  and  Steel  Tubes,  6829 

Iron  Pipes,  6829;  cons,  req.,  10750 

Isinglass,  5462 

Jewellery,  7146-7-8,  7150 

Kerosene,  cons,  req.,  10890,  10909,  10910-1, 

10971-4-5-6,  10981,  11098-9,  ittoo 
Kindergarten  Materials,  7266 
Kinematographs,    ftc,    7152;    eons,  req., 

11064-5 

Kitchen   Utensils,   Cast   Iron,   eons,  req., 

10707-8,  II 167 
Lamps,  603^  6043 
Laste  and  Trees,  7126 
Lead,  6051-a;  cons,  req.,  10660,  11443 
Leather,  Rubber  Belting,  ftc,  7164-7 ;  cens. 

req.,  11069,  »»S74 
Licht-pausrohpapicr,  cons.   req. ,    11 1 70-1-2-3 
Liquorice,  5260;  cons,  req.,  10517-8 
Locks,  6114;  cons,  req.,   10776,  107S0-9. 

10790-1-8 

Log  Band  Saws,  eons,  req.f  10686,  115J9; 

{p.o.,  iiS4»-4) 
Machine  Tools,  6112 
Machinery  and  Parts,  6103,  61 11 
Machines,  Machinery,  Machine  Tools,  ftc, 

6704-7-9,  6710-5-7,   6720-1,  6723-4,  6738, 

6743-5-6.  6753 
Magazines,  7192;  cons,  req.,  11081-2-4 
Mangles,  ftc,  6549 
Manafactores  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  6748; 

req.,  10686-8,  10707-8,  11167 
Matches,  5454;  cons,  req,,  10546-7-50-1-2-4 
Medicines,  6993 
Metal  Cordage,  7378 
Milk,  Condensed,  ftc,  5500,  5st5>  SS'^O 
Milling  Silk,  5029 
Miners'  Safety  Lamps,  6049 
Mining  Engines  and  Machinery,  6772,  6784, 

6797;  cons,  req.,  10706,  10731 
Molasses,  4766  . 
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Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  ^/i.CM.G.— continued. 
Tariff  Resolutiooa  (Customi) — continued. 

MotiTC  Power  Machinery,  &c.,  ^33r  ^^3i 
6707;  eons,  reg.y  10674-5-8,  11534-5 

Motor  Crctea,  72S3 

Musical  Inatnunents,  7358-9 

Mustard,  eons,  req.,  10555 

Nails,  6596-7,  6617 

Naphthalene,  6977 

Nuts,  edible,  cotis.  req.,  10557-8 

Oils,  6867,  6868-9,  i  cons.  req..  J0817. 
10828,  to88i-4,  roago,  10909,  10910-t, 
10971-4-5-6,  i098r,  jiog8-9,  titoo,  11550-1 

Opium,  6994-5 

Packages,  outside,  7347,  74tr 

Paint  Removers,  6893-5 

Paints  and  Colours,  6888;  eons,  req.,  10895-8 

Paper,  &:c.,  7198,  7306,  7210-1-4-6-7,  7220-2- 

3,  7334-7-8,  7240-2;  cons,  req.,  ii090-r-2 
Paper,     Maouiactures    of,  7171-2-3-4-6-8, 

7180-3-4-7;  eons,  req.t  11071-5-6,  iio8o-i- 

3-4-6,  1145a 
Peel,  preserved,  5336 

Pens,  Pencils,  &€.,  7143,  7266;  eont.  req.t 

11058-9,  11168-9 
Perambulators,  ftc,  7282-3 
Photographic  Accessories,  7395-6;  cons,  req., 

1 1 176-7 

Photograph  Frames,  cons,  req.,  11057 
Photogiaphi,  7367 

Pianos.  73<»-7.  73*7.  7345-6-7j  735^  J  tons. 

req.,  11313-4 
Pictorial  IllustratioDS,  7406 
Pictures,  7398-9 
Pipes,  4c.,  7396-7 
Plates,  6830 

Poles,  Beot,  eont.  req.,  11057 

Potato  Flour,  5344,  534iS 

Printers*  Material,  6115,  6755 

Prmting  Inks,  7260-3;  eons,  req.,  11093-3-5 

Printing    Roller    Composition,   eons,  req., 

10996 
Pump  Butts,  7168 

Rails,  ftc,  6814-6,  6821,  6839;  eons,  req., 
10749 

Rebate :     Machinery,    6753 ;    eons,  req., 
11194*7,  1I300,  ri3rr>3;  Piece  Goods,  7413 
Regalia,  5640 
Rennet,  5462 

Rice,  5526,  5531 ;  cons,  req.,  10559 

Rice  Root,  4793 ;  cons,  req.,  10503-4 

Rivets,  bifurcated,  6832 

Road  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  ftc,  6678-9, 

6689,  6700 
Roasting  Dishes,  6911 
Rock-boring  Machines,  6797-9; 

1073 1 

Rock  Drills,  6784,  6797;  cens.  req.,  10710, 
10730 

Roll  Shells,  6103,  6111 
Roofing  Slates,  6957 
Roofing  Tiles,  6906 

Rubber  Manufactures,  7160-2-3;  eons,  req., 
r  1068-9 

Rubberised  Waterproof  Cloth,  5804 

Saccharin,  6973-6 

Saddlers'  Material,  6116 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  4774;  eons,  req.,  10496-7 

Salt,  5535-6;  '""f-  "S-  *°5S9 
Sausage  Casings,  5459,  5460-1 
School  Slates,  ftc,  7267 
Scientific  Instruments,  7406,  7410-1 ;  eons, 
req..  10906  ■ 


Lyne,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.U.G.—con/iHued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  iCustom&)--coniinued. 
Scrap  Iron  and  Steel,  6832 
Screws,   6768-g,   6772;   cons,   req.,  10709, 

110S6,  11444 
Sewing  Machines,  6103 
Sewing  Silks,  &c.,  7378 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6575,  6583-5 ;  tons. 

req.,  10662-7 
Shocks,  7136-8 

Silk  Piece  Goods,  ^851 
Slate  Slabs,  6957;  cons,  req.,  10998 
Slipper  Forms,  &c.,  eont.  req.,  ito68 
So«P,  5545 

Socks  and  Stockings,  5931,  5936,  5937 
Spectacles,    Spectacle   Frames,    &c.,  7153; 

eont.  req.,  11067 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6915-9,  6931;  eont. 

req.,  I I 183,   11 191,  11575-6 
Standards,  &c. ,  6t  16 ;  eons,  req.,  10798-9, 

10800-1-4,  11548 

Starch,  5547,  5548 

State  Importations,  7401 

Stationery,  &c.,  7343 

Stay  Paper,  &c.,  7267-8 

Stearine,  Paraflbie  Wax,  &c.,  5136,  5155; 

cons,  req.,  10505-6 
Steel  and  Steel-rimmed  Wheels,  6833;  eons. 

req.,  10804-6 
Stone  and   Marble,  6957-8,  6966-7;  eont. 

req.,  10998,  11453 
Stoves,  6043-4-5 

Stripper  Harvester^  6570,  7449 
Strippers,  7449 
Sugar,  4672,  4763 
Sugar,  Invert,  4764 

Surgical  aod  Dental  and  Veterinary  Appli- 
ances, &c.,  7406-7;  eons,  req.,  11193-3 
Table  Waters,  4143 
Tanks,  6621 
Tartaric  Acid,  6993 
Tea,  eotts.  req.,  10559-62 
Tents,  Tarpaulins,  &c.,  59^7 
Tiles,  6906 

Thio  Sulphates,  6993 

Timber,  702r-2,  7077,  7095-6-7,  7101,  7104* 
6-7;  eons,  req.,  11019,  11056.  i"44-7-9» 
11150-3-9,  11162-6,  11453,  tl5iS7,  11570-1 

Tin  Plate,  6it6 

Tinned  Plates,  6833 

Tobacco,  420a,  430a,  4303,  4304 

Tool  Handles,  7119,  7123-4-5 

Traps,  Rabbit,  &c.,  6115 

Trimmings,  &c.,  5938 

Type,   Printers',  6755 ;     eons,   req.,  10709 
Varnishes,  &c.,  6893  . 
Vehicles,  7384-9,  7290-2-3-4 
Waddings  and  Cotton  .Wool,  ^927-8 
Watches,  &c.,  7151-3 

Weighing  Machines,  Ac,  66a6-8,  6630.1-3 
Wigs,  ftc,  eons,  req.y  10655 
Wine,  4141,  4142,  4300 
Wire,  6118 

Wire  Cloth,  Gauze,  &c.,  6833;  eons,  req., 

10806,  10S15 
Wire  Netting,  4413,  4448,  4569,  4S7».  457^. 

Kf.o..  4575),  4579;  req.,  10770 

Wood  Naphtha,  4138 

Wood,  Wicker,  Bamboo,  and  Cane,  6999, 

7000-1,  7109;  eons,  req.,  11056 
Wool  Scouring  Machines,  <€?2J 
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Ljme,  Hon.  Sir  W.  J.,  K.C.U.G.—<9ntinMi. 
Tariff  Rewlntioat  (Custopis) — etntiimed. 
Woollen  Piece  Goods,  5804.  j8i3»  5837,  5838, 
5841,  5843,  (^«.,^s847.  sSsoJ.  5B50!  tons- 
re^.,  11461-6,  11526,  11533 
Yanu,  7375-6 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Rest^utioiu  (Excise) : 
Amylic  Alcobol,  cons,  reg.,  11215 
Cigarettes,  4306,  43",  4323.  43^41  43*S 
Cigars,  4306 

Glucow.  4636,  4642,  4643.  4644 
Golden  Syrup,  4767 
Saccharin,  5558,  741* 

Starch,  5549.  5S5>.  5555.  SSS^ 
Sugar,  Invert,  4766 
Tobacco,  4304,  4305,  4306 

[See  Excise  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Revision,  addresi,  100;       406,  11789; 

adj.,  12203 
Tasmania  ; 

Cable    Communication,    Budget^    1635  *  tf-> 

12154;  suffly,  1218a 
Inter-State  Certificates,  Budget,  1629 
Notice  of  New  Duties,         1747,  aiaa 
Shipping  Services,  q.,  11917 
Telephone  :  Melbourne-Sydney,  l"79 
Tenders  :   British  Preference,  j., 
Transferred     Properties,    Budget,    1641 ;  q., 

11741-2,  11785-6,  1 191 8 
Trawler  :  Tenders  for  constructioo,  f.,  1751 ; 

suffty,  3437,  344a,  3445 
Treasurer,  Kesignatioa  of  the,  obi.,  1084 
Treasurer's  Advance,  suffly,  1795,  1798,  88ao, 

13098,  12182,  12190 
Tropical  Diseases,  Study  of,  suffly,  6a88 
VVajjcs,  Standard  rate  of  :  Contracts,  f  .,  1751 
^'estcrn  Australia  : 

Survey  of  North-west  Coast,  q.,  3450 
Tariff  :  Discontent  ifith,  q.,  Z&91 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffty,  3554 
Wire  Netting  : 
Action  of  New  Sonth  Wales  Goremment. 
fibs.,  3120 ;  Budget,  2152;  q.,  2230-1-2-3: 
adj.,  2346;  g.,  2563,  3422;  cancellation  of 
carriers'  licences,  g.,  2793;  suffly,  2904 
Commonwealth'  Imports,  g.,  3314,  3174 
Manufacture  of,  g.,  2997 
Women's   Work   Exhibition   Grant,   q.,    1751 ; 
suffly,    1708 ;   exfl.,    1867 ;   suffly,    1883 ; 
2236;  adj.,  2346 
Woollen  Trade  Wages  Board,  g.,  3632 
Works   and   Buildings,   Budget,  1632-5-6-8; 
suffly,  1775;  q.,  t866,  2313,  2997;  suffly, 
12190  {see  under  Supply) 
Year-Boek,  Commonwealth^  q.^  11920 

Maofarlan«,  Sanatttr  Hon.  S.'Tamania: 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  10400 
Agriculture,  Federal  Bureau  of,  8505-6 
Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  alt., 
3825;  com.  (Trade  and  Customs),  3933;  (De 
fence),  4044;  (External  Affairs),  4060 
Australian   Industries  Preservation  Bill,  an.. 
4199;  com.  (burden  of  proof),  4915,  4933; 
(power  of  Comptroller-Orncrnl  to  question, 
&c.),  5012,  5084,  ^094;  ad.  ref.,  5182 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  3R.,  664;  com.  (ac- 
commodation   bill    or   party),    747 ;  (non- 
acceptnnce),    748;    (protection    of  banker), 
758;  (signature).  7^9;  (application  of  State 
Laws),  1^92;  (presentment  of  cheque),  2059; 
recom.,  (presentment  of  stale  cheque),  2414 


Mncfarluw,  Senator  Hon.  }. — <Mitiiuud. 
Bounties  Bill,  sx.,  3753;  com^  (reguUtiMu). 

3849,  S858;  First  Schedule  (fish),  4363,  4274;. 

(wool  tops),  4389 
Btuiness,  Conduct  of,  adj.,  487 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2K.,  12112 
Commerce  Act,  g.,  132,  7701,  7754,  78^ 
Customs  Certificates :  British  Goods,  m»  i955* 

'965;  7927 
Customs     Tariff     Bill,    311.,    7594;  £»m.. 
Schedule : 

Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9238 
Ale,  ftc,  7624 

Ammonia  Condenser  Coils,  9169 
Apparel  and  Attire,  8215 
Arrowroot,  7952-4 
Biscuits,  7679 
Blankets,  &c.,  8333 
Bottles,  8498-9,  8501 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9362-7 
Coffee,  7782 

Confectionery,  7739,  7747 

Cornflour,  7909 

Curtains,  &c.,  8287 

Disinfectants,  Ac,  cons,  teg.,  1134B 

Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  8^4 

Fire  Bricks,  ftc,  8480 

Filh,  7805 

Fruita,  Citrus,  7830 

Furniture,  9354-7 

Furs,  &c.,  8292 

Glassware,  8493 

Gloves,  8295 

Glue,  &c.,  8512-3 

Graphite,  &c.,  8370 

Hay  and  Chaff,  794a 

Honey,  Jams,  frc,  7946 

Iron  and  Steel  (VI.*),  9188 

Lamps,  &c.,  8568,  8570-1 

Locks,  9178 

Manures,  9913 

Hatches,  8003 

Mine  Ventilating  Fans.  8680 

Mining  Machinery,  8786 

Motive   Power    Machinery,   8627-q.  8636; 

if.o.,  8645) 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8045 

Oils,  8309,  8439.  8448:  eons,  reg.,  11326 

Paints,  8450-1,  8468,  8470 

Paper,  ftc,  9684 

Piece  Goods,  8125,  8143,  8178,  8190-4 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8519,  852? 
Rice.  8086 

Roofing  Tiles,  ftc,  8479 
Salt,  8090-3 
Sensitised  Films,  9931 
Standards,  &c.,  9180 

Stearine,  ParaflBne  Wax,  &c.,  7715 ;  c^mk 

req.,  10851 
Stone  and  Marble,  S549 
Tallow,  ftc,  8380.1-3-6 
Tea,  8115 

Timber,  9425,  9458,  9547 

Tool  Handles,  Ac,  9637 

Tvpe,  &c.,  8769,  8770 

Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  958ft 

Vegetables,  Herbs,  dried,  788a 
Cypher  Telegrams,  adj.,  1687 
Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  Soj^ 
Defence  : 

Hobart  Rifie  Range,  suf^yt  4044  t 
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Macfailane,  Senator  Hon.  ]. — continued. 
English  Mails:  Tasmania,  q.,  131;  adj.^  157; 

g.,  745;  adj.,  766 
Excise  Taiiti  (Spirits)  Act,  q.,  8364 
Fruit  Export  Regulations,  q.,  7S49 
Hobart  Postal  Service,  q.,  11301-3 
Immigration  Restriction  Act :  Bond  for  Sick 

Sailor,  j.,  5858 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aS.,  12015; 

com.  (persons  disqualified),  12031 
Judiciary  Bill,  eem.,  new  clause  (appeals  from 

State  Courts),  954 
London  Offices,      3683;  tuffly,  3825,  4069 
Mail  Contract,.  Cancelled,       931,  2513.  3743, 

7^ 

Mail  Serrice  to  Europe,  m.,  6aoj 

Hails ;    Tasmania,    fft^yt   '954!  ^3'i 

11301-2,  11473 
Metcrological  Department,  adj.,  "fiS'i  J-t  7568, 

7843;  tyfflp  8988 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  3406,  3145*  94^3,  10253, 

is^i8 

Mnvigatioa  Conference,  q.,  563 
Parliament  Gardens,  supply,  5884 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  cem.  (no  action 
for  publishing  copies,  &c.,  of  Parliamen- 
tary Papers),  12135 
Port  Davey :  Marine  Telegraph  Station,  g., 
5178 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  38,  8225 
Quarantine  Bill,  aa.,  4402;  com.  (arrange- 
ments with  State  Governments :  stations, 
ftc.),  5304*  S3'9.  53*1 ;  (powers  of  Common* 
wealth),  5322,  5325,  ^396,  5473,  5480,  5482; 
{disinfecting  apparatus  on  vessels),  ^994 ; 
(cleansing  and  disinfecting  vessel),  0004; 
(floods  not  to  be  removed),  6004;  (liability 
of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for  quaran- 
tined penons),  6073,  6077 
Queensland  Sugar  Cane  Fields;  Labour,  q., 
15176 

Reid,  Mr.  J.  K.,  m.,  354 

Shipping  Companies ;  Rebates,  q.,  119S5 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  3R.,  i9S4 

Supply  Bill  iifo.  3),  2B.,  ^880;  com.,  Scbe* 

dule  :  The  Parliament,  5884 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6347 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  cam..  Schedule :  Home 

Affairs  (Meteorology),  8^ 
SupdIv  Bill  (No.  1)  1908-9,  IS.,  12140;  com., 

Schedule,    Home   Affairs,  (Miscellaneous), 

12146 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2K.,  11888 

Tariff  : 
Tasmania,  q.,  1814 

Tasmania  :  SiiTvev  of  West  Coast,  supply. 
5880,  6147;  Weather  Reports  and  Forecasts, 
q..  7568,  7652,  7843:  Cable  Service  vid 
King  Island,  q.,  tt^Cj,  I1863;  supply. 
12140;  State  Gu:irantee,  q.,  11987 

Trawler.  iu*-t!y.  .1013 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  6347;  q., 
11863 ;  supply,  12140 

Mahon.  Hon.  H   Coolgardie  : 

Aborigines,  Western  Australia :  Allegations  of 

cruelty,  q.,  7115 
Additional  Silting  Day,  m.,  6508 
AHvertiiing  Aiiitralia.  Pudge/,  3215 
Australians    repatriated    from    South  Africa, 

Bufiget,  321^ 
Budget,  3210  , 


!ahon,  Hon.  H. — continued. 

Business,    Precedence   of    Government,  adj., 

^684;  m,,  2800;  Conduct  of,  m.,  6508 
Commonwealth  and  States :  Relations,  suffly, 

9713 

Commonwealth   Buildings :     Rental  System, 

luf^y,^ 
Customs  Department  : 

Leakage  of   information:  Melbourne,  suf' 
^J'  7332 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  {p.o.,  10571) ; 
(hats,  caps,  &c. ),  10590 ;  (electrical  machi- 
nery). (/■"-.  10736-8),  10740-1;  (wire  gauxe), 
10814;  if'O.,  10815):  (printing  roller  com- 
position), 10997;  (timber),  11149  TariC 
Resolutions-  (Customs) ) 

Defence :  * 
Government  Policy,  q.,  8813 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  2998;  Budget,  3224 

Estimates,  Additional,  supfly,  11360-1,  11371- 
4-8 

Federal  Capital,  Budget,  321 1 ;  supfly.  8836 
Forrest,  Sir  John  :  Tariff  and  Naval  Agree- 
ment, Budget,   3220 ;  adj.,  3231 ;  suffly^ 

3349  ,  ^ 

Government  House,  Sydney,  suffly,  9882 
High  Court,  suffly,  8841,  9727-9 
Hughes,  Decoration  of  Diver,  q.,  2s66i  2793; 

adj.,  2994 
Immigration,  suffly,  9711 
Indigent  Authors'  Fund,  q.,  4647 
Kaljroorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway :  Brennan 

Mono-rail,  ; .,  8937 ;  Survey,  q.,  10785 
Kanakas,    Repatriation'  of,    Bt^get,  3214; 

suffly,  8841;  q.,  9684;  suffly,  9686,  9707, 

Lnn  f  Val  ues  Taxation,  Budget,  3215-6 
London  Offices,  suffiy,  9488 
Haik : 

Casino  to  Grafton  Service,  q.,  407 
Imperial  Government  Contract,  q.,  3973 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q^  6129,  6229; 

suffly,  10162 
North-West  Coast,  q..  2690;  tuffly^  9996; 
10784 

Pilbarra  Gold-field  Service,  q.,  212;^ 
Port  Hedland  to  Marble  Bar  ;  Employment 
of  Asiatics,  q.,  9844 
Ministerial  Expenses,  suffdy,  9484 

Navigation  Bill,  Budget,  3217 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3216 
Northam  Post  Office,  suffly,  3534 
Old-age  Pensions,  q.,  352;  Budget,  3215 
Pacific  Cable,  q.,  4086 

Pacific  Islands  Mail  Service,  supply,  9511-13 

Papua :  Removal  of  Aboriginals,  g.,  4109, 
4412;  administrator,  q.,  9476;  suffiy,  9494i 
9^03;  adj.,  9794;  f.,  11335;  administration, 
suffly,  9493;  officials,  Suffiy,  9495-6,  9501- 
3j  mail  service,  q.,  9953;  suffly,  11360-1; 
Treasurer,  q.,  10178 

Parliamentary  Debates  :  Official  Precis,  Bud- 
get, 3212 

Pearling  Fleets,  Raids  on,  q.,  81 

Petitions :  Prayers,  obs.,  3619 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,  suffly,  8S38 
Allowance  Postmasters  :   Sweating,  supply, 
10163 

Compjrtints  :    Newspaper   Influence,  supfly, 
10161 

Country    Districts,    Facilities,    m..    7507 ; 

s«ffiy,  884o,i^^5§^^,^(^oOgle 
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Mahon,  Hon.  H. — continued. 
JPost  and  Telegraph  Depaitmeat — continued. 
Cue  :  Postmuter,  f .«  6406 
Deputy  Ptutmaster-Generali  Victoria,  suffly, 
4847 

Employ^  OrganixatioQS,  suf^y,  3^53 
Expenaiture  od  Woiks  aod  Buildings,  m., 

7507 

Salaries,  suffly,  8838 
Temporary  Hands,  suffly.  8838 

PosUl  Rates  Bill,  q.,  397;  tuffly,  ior6a 

Preferential  Trade.  Budget,  3224 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  3339 

Public  .Service  : 

Allowances,  Western  Australia,  g.,  405,  504; 

adj.,  2684;  supply,  9781,  11371-4 
Boards  of  IiM|uiry,  tuffly,  9779 
Commissioner's  Policy,  suf^y,  8838,  9779. 
9780 

Insolvencies,  tuffly,  9781 

Overtime,  Customs,  Mclboume,  q.,  3969 

Promotions,  suffly,  9783 

Secretary  to  Commissioner,  suffly,  9783 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.    (disinfecting  apparatus 

on  vessels),  1620;  (vaccination  of  quaran* 

tined  persons),  1736 
Questions,  f.o.,  315 

Rabbit   Destruction :    Dr.    Danysz's  Experi- 
ments, m.,  6530 
States  : 

Compensation    to   Officers  doing  Common- 
wealth Work,  suffly,  9739 
Expenditure,  Budget,  3317-8;  exfl.,  3419 
Premiers*  Conferences,  Budget,  3317 ;  suf' 
fy>  97"3 

Statistics,  Printing  of,  suffly,  9876-7 
Stock  Quarantine,  q.,  3733 

Sugar  Industry  ;  Botmty,  Excise,  and  Draw- 
back, Budget,  3313,  3229;  Tariff,  4650,.47s8; 
q.,  5340;  suffly.  8841,  9986;  q..  10463. 
10535,  1057s,  10701,  10789;  wages,  q.,  11335 

Supply  : 

Attomey'Cftneral  (High  Court),  9737-9 

External  Affairs  (Executive  Council),  9484; 
(London  Offices),  9488;  (Papua),  9493, 
0501-3,  11360-1 ;  (Pacific  Islands  Mail 
Service),  9511-3,  11360-1;  (Miscellaneous), 
9686,  9707,  971 I 

Home  Affairs  (Public  Service  Commissioner), 
<>778.  11391-4;  (Censais  and  Statistics), 
9876-7 ;  (Works  and  Buildings).  9S80; 
(Govemor-Geaerars  Establishment),  9883 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Suff),  10161 

Trade  and  Customs  (Queensland),  99S6, 
11378;  (Western  Australia),  O996-7 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  AHairs),  3349; 
(Post  and  Telegraph),  3534;  (Telegraphs 
and  Telephones),  3540.  3553,  3554,  3555 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int..  1787 ;  ad.  ref..  1873 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  int.,  ^36 
Tarilf,  m..  3310 : 

Cases,  q.,  2233 

Condensed  Milk,  q.,  3564 ;  reeom.,  7453 
Discontent  in  Western  Australia,  q.,  2691 
Hat  Duties:  Pairs,  «.,  6510 
Paper,  Duties  on,  q.,  6675 
Pianos  ;  ImportatioTi,  q.,  7113 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Agricultural,  &c..   Machinery    and  Imple- 
ments, 6549,  6560,  6563 
Casks,  713s 
Combs,  &c.,  7142 
Condensed  Mtik,  ad.  ref.,  7453 


Mabon,  Hon.  H. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eontiitued, 
Directorietf    Books,    Bcc.,    7igo-i-ji  f-»'» 
10736-8 

Electrical  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  10740-1 
Furniture,  7002,  7020 
Hats,  Caps,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10590 
Importations     for     Governor-General  and 

State  Governors,  7405 
Machines  and  Machinery,  6723-4 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  D.e.i.,  6747 
Motive  Power  Madiinery,  &c.,  6670 
Nails,  6609 

Newspaper  Supplements,  7195,  7398-9 

Packages,  outside,  7347,  735)-4-5 

Paper,  Manufactures  of,  7177,  7183-5 

Paper,  &c.,  7196-8,  7303-5,  7213-4-5 

Phonographs,  &c.,  7i53>3 

Pianos.  7333,  7347,  735'-4-5 

Plates,  prepared,  7396 

Printers'  Material,  6115 

Printing  Inks,  7354-7,  7364-6 

Printing   Roller   Composition,   eons.  r€§., 

r.  ***997 

State  Importations,  7431 
Sugar,  4650,  4758 
Timber,  eons,  rtq.,  11 149 
Type,  Printers',  6753-5, 
Wire  GatuCj  eons,  req.,  loSij 
Wool  Scouring  Machines,  6733-4 
{See  C^toms  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Black  Range  Telegraph  Extension,  suffly, 
10163 

Country    DistricU :     Telephones,  tuffly, 
10163 

Flat  and  Toll  Rates,  mffly^  3543.  3553, 

10103 

Sydney-Melbourne  Trunk  Telephone,  suffiy, 

354a.  3552,  8841,  1016a 
Telegraph  Communication  :  Western  Austra- 
lia, q.,  3I2I 
Telegraph  Line:  North-West  Australia,  j., 

44'* i  7507 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  3554-5 
Western  Australia  : 

Coastal  Trade,  suffly,  9996-7;  q.,  10784 
Industries,  Budget,  3317 
Survey  of  North-West  coast,  q.,  3450 
Women's  Work  Exhibition  Grant,  q.,  1750; 
suffly,    1787,   1873;  ««.,   1977;    g.,  3336; 
a''/-  2345 

Malonsy,  Mr.  W.,  Mrlboumt  : 
Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  742,  13302 
All-night  Sittings  :  Attendance  of  Members, 

q.,  6034 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 
&c.).  9?3»-4 
British  Patents  Act,  q.,  11157 
Butter  Export  :   Philippines,  q.,  6736 
Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  315 
Cheap  Weekly  Trains :  Melbourne  and  Syd- 
ney. q>  1751 

Children,  provision  for,  at  Waitara  Home, 

adj.,  13303 
Chinese,  Influx  of.  suf^y,  9413 
Citixens*  Life  Assurance  Company,  q.,  \zsoa 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  ai.,  3878 
Consumption :   Prohibited   Immigrants,  aiU, 

1683  T 
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Maloney,  Mr.  \i .—continued. 
CooQ,  Mr.,  exft.,  12198 

Customt  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  reg.  (bay  and 
chaff),  10539  J  (matchei),  105505  (apparel 
and  attire),  10563-4;  (woollen  piece  goods), 
10624-7;  {f.o.,  10627),  10628,  ii537« 
11530-2-3  J  (loclu,  &c.),  10643-4;  (manufac- 
tures of  metal,  n.e.i.),  10694;  (rock  drills), 
10725-8;  (oils),  10822.  10918,  10970,  10992, 
11553;  (disinfectants,  &c.),  1^003,  {f.o., 
iioii),  11566;  (furniture),  11014;  (paper), 
11087;  (Umber),  iii4ai  (bicycles,  motors, 
Ac),  "174  J  (curtains,  ftc),  11443;  (stained- 
elass  winciows),  11578.  {See  Tariff  Resolu- 
tions (Customs)  ) 

Defence : 

Cadets  Clothing  and  Equipment,  j.,  11793 
Crimea  Veterans,  g.,  6593 
King's  RegulationB,  883 


Major's    ExaminatioD :    Victorian  Scottish 

ReKimcnt,  g.,  6232  ... 
Mon-CommiwrDDed  CWcen:  Royal  Austra- 
lian Artillery,  g.,  119*1 
Oath  of  Fidelity,  g.,  9*99  , 
ShcTgold,  Compensation  to  Bombardier,  g., 

9955 

Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill. 

com.  (pending  petitioni),  6381 
Electoral  Act : 

Postal  Votes,  tuffly,  977a 
Federal  Capital,  adj..  308 
Government,  position  of  the,  suffly.  10475 
Grain  Bags,  siie  of,  adj.,  9734 
Immigration:  Land  Question,  ff.,  10179 
Impure  Foods,  Sale  of,  g.,  9W, 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2K.,  U950 
.Kingston,  Mr.,  death  of,  m.,  11048 
London  Offices,  suffly.  1879 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6126 
Mail  Steamers  :  Chafes  'or  Liquor,  q..  2564 
Manufactures  Encouraeement  Bill,  21.,  6177 
Medical  Degrees,  Registration  of,  g.,  10574 
New  Hebrides,  wffty,  94»3 
Norfolk  Island,  995? 
Officers,  Services  of,  «<(;.,  laaoa 

Old-age  Pensions,       694 1  93^5  * 

10483.    (See  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions 

Old-age  Pension!  Appropriation  Bill,  3»-» 
12097 

Olympiaa  Games,  938S 

Opium  Smuggling :  Deportation  of  Chinese, 
g.,  11525 

Paper,  Dutiei  on,  7185 

Papua:  Appointments,  f.,  495^;  Administra- 
tion, suffly  9414 

Parliament  House:  Lobbying,  659a;  exfl.. 
7«85 

,  Parliament :  Reflections  on  Members,  Tanff, 

10993;  exfl..  10998 
FarliamentaTy  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 

of  allowance),  aooo,  aooa ;  new  clause  (re- 

tum  of  increase  to  revenue),  2012 
Patent  and  ProprieUry  Medicines,  adj.,  885 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Administration,  suffly,  4857 

Carpenters,  adj.,  3330 

Contract  Post  Officer  f.,  9192 

Deputy   Postmaster-General,   Victoria,  suf- 

py*  4858 

Melbourne  General  Post  Office,  suffly,  3529 


Maloney,  Mr.  W. — continued. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department— «0fl//MM(/. 
Registration  of  applicants  for  work,  Mel- 
bourne, g.,  10081 
Royal   Commission,  suffly,   10447,   '047S  5 

exfl.,  1048 1 
Saturday  Half-holiday,  q..  8935 
Printing  Office,  Melbourne,  casual  employes. 
g..  7415;  adj.,  7538;  pay  of  labourers,  g., 
11421 
Public  Service : 

Arrears  of  Pay,  q.,  988 
Office  Cleaners,  suffly,  9876 
Quarantine'  Bill,    com.    (general  definitions), 
1542;  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  destroy  ver- 
min), 1622 ;  cons,  amdls.t  8944 
Questions  without  notice,  10079 
Rabbit  Virus,  g.,  407 
Bat  Virus,  6675 
Repatriation  of  Australians,  928 
Shipping  Combine,  adj.,  39^7 
State  Officers :    Compensation  for  Common- 
wealth Work,  tuffty,  9733 
Statistics.  Printing  of,  suffly,  987S 
Supply  : 

Attorney -General  (Secretary's  Office),  9726; 

(High  Court),  9733 
Extenial  Affairs  (Administrative),  9413 
Home    Affairs    (Electoral    Office),    9772 ; 

(Censns  and  Statiatici),  9S76-8 
W6rks  and  Buildicfjs  (Post  and  Telegraph). 
3529 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  ad.  ref.,  1879 
Tariff,  ad.  ref..  7455  : 
Order  of  Consideration  of  Items,  m., 
4359 

Prohibitions,  obs.,  7412 
Tarifl  Resolutions  (^Customs)  : 
Apparel  and  Attire,  5629,  5630,  5631 ;  as. 
7455 »  «>5*'*-4 


Bags,  &c.,  5646 
Sett  Butts,  7168 

Bicycles,    Motors,    &c.,    7279;    cons,  reg,, 
11174 

Confectionery,  5233,  5237,  5241,  5255 
Corks,  7380 

Curtains,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  ti44' 
Disinfectants,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  11003  [f.o... 

tioii),  11566 
Feathers,  5635,  5638 
Furniture,  cons.  reg..  H014 
Glucose,  4633 
Glue,  6952 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  reg.,  10539 
Importations  for  GoTemor-General  and  Stair 

GovernoTS,  7405 
Italian  Cloths,  5853 

Leather  and  Rubber  Belting,  &c.,  7164-S 
Machines,  Machine  Tools,  &c.,  6745 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  n.e.i.,  eons.  rrq.. 
10694 

Matches,  cons,  reg.,  10550 

Oils,  cons,  reg.,  1^22,  10918,  10970,  10992, 

"553 

Pai^r,  &c.,-  7185,  7202.5,  7237,  7240-1;  eons. 

req.,  iioSj 
Road  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  ftc.,  6687 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  reg.,  10725-8 
Rubber  Manufactures,  7160 
Scientific  Instruments,  740S 
Silk  Piece  Goods,  ^851 
Socks,  Ac,  cons,  reg.,  10643-4 
Stained-glau  W^UidowQ^^.^  r.578 
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Maloney,  Mr.  —eentinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— fffn/tMM^. 
titone  BDd  Marble,  6961 
Sugar,  4758 

Timber,  7107;  cons,  reg.,  1114* 

Tin  Plate,  6117 

'J  obacco,  4333,  4299 

Type,  Printers',  67)56 

Velvets,  Plushes,  &c.,  5851-2 

Wine,  4303 

Wire  Netting,  4579 

Woollen  Piece  Goods,  5838,  5850;  t*m.  r/f., 
10634-7-8,   11527,  115302-3 
{See  Customs  TariS  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4307,  4311,  4313  ^ 
Telegraph  and  Telephoae  Semce : 
Long  Distance  Telephones  :  privacy*  smfflyt 
4858 

Shipping  information,        773,  938 
Telegraphists'  Overtime,  g.,  2688 
Telephone  Anomalies,  ed/.,  985 
Telephoae  Directories,  0.,  1516,  3586,  5911 
Women's   Work    Exhibition    Urant,  smffly, 
1879 

MathsnB,  Mr.  J.,  Melbourne  Portt: 

Addresi-in-Reply,  m.,  233 
American  Fleet,  Visit  of.  3.,  11525 
Australian  Industries   Presenratton  BUt,  al.* 

9033 

Blotting  Paper  :  Tenders,  g.,  1192a 

llounties  Bill,  eom.^  schedule  (rice),  1190 ; 
(preserved  fish),  1299 

British  Patents  Act,  9297 

Budget,  3269 

Customs  Adminiatiation  : 

Border  Stations,  suffly,  0984 
OlBcers'  Promotions,  $uffly.  9985 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.  reg.  (mustard), 
10557;  (apparel  and  attire),  10563;  (bags 
and  sacks),  10571-3;  (waddings,  Ac),  10630; 
(socles,  Ac),  10650  i  (electrical  and  gas 
meters),  10745-7;  (iron  pip«),  10750;  (oils), 
10914,  11552;  (timber),  11125;  (woollen  piece 
goods),  11533-  (•^''  Tariff  Kesolutiona 
(Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Australian  Navv,  addrett,  2«;  Budget^  3271 

Bridles  and  Bits,  Tenders  for,  f.,  9389 

Cadet  System,  BuJpel,  3270 

Commissions,  supply,  10103 

Cordite,  Small  Anns,  and  Ammunition  Fac- 
tories, Budget,  3271 

Inspector  of  Ordnance  Machinery,  supply, 
10104 

Land  Forces,  address,  235 

Naval  Agreement,  supfly,  3602 

Naval  Brieade,  Budget,  3271 

Naval  Forces:  Retiring  Age,  g.,  7116 

Kifle  Clubs,  Budget,  3271 

Williamstown  Naval  DepAt,  sup^y,  10104 

Williamstown  Rifle  Butts,  Q581 
lllcrtoral  Rolls,  1135S-9 
Kstimates,  Additional,  supply,  11398 
Kxiise  Tariff  (Af^riculturat  Machinery)  Act,  q., 

e'too 

Federal  Capital,  address,  336;  f.,  10074 

f^r.iin  Bajjs,  si«  of,  q.,  0767 

Tmmiqrants.    assisted  ;     New    South  Wales, 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  q.,  10483 


Mathews,  Mr.  ]. — continued. 
Invalid  and   Old-age  PensioDft  Bill,  cam.  (pci- 

90ns  disqualified),  11972 
Kalgoorlie  to  Fort  Augusta  Railway,  Budget, 

3272 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  >n,,  6484 
Manufacturers  Encouragement  Uill,  2K.,  6372; 

com.  (Schedule),  12178 
New  Protection,  supply,  5695 
Northern  Territory,  Bttdget,  3272 
Old-age  Pensions,  adaress,  234 ;  supply,  9341 

{See  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Pair,  expl.,  10732 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aK.,  19S9 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Administration  :   Victoria  and  QueentlaaJ, 

supply.  5696 
Country  Services,  supply,  10233,  11399 
Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  sufptf. 
4&49,  5606 

Finance  :    Works   and   Buildings,  sufply, 

10331 

Mail  Dags :  Victoria,  q.,  3509 
Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  717 
Pole  Dressers,  supply,  11398 
Stonv  Point  and  San  Remo  Mail  ContrHt, 
supply,  11399 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  334 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4890  - 

Public  Service  : 
Amendment  of  Act,  q.,  10310 
Boy  Labour,  Budget,  3270 
Commissioner,  supply,  10233 
Increments,  Budget,  3370;  g.,  6813 
Leave  of  Rifle  Match  Competitors,  supply, 
5697  . 

Promotions,  sufrpty,  1033a 

Public  Service  Bill,  21.,  12061 

Quarantine  Bill,  cam,  (inquiries  by  quaraB- 
tine  officer),  1733;  (vaccination  of  quaran- 
tined persons),  1738 

Stale  Imports,  Budget,  3379 

Supply : 

Defence  (Central  Administration),  10103 

Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),   10231 ; 
(Victoria),  11398 

Trade  and  Customs,  9984-5 

Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  1602 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11773 
Tariff,  m.,  3269;  ad,  rep.,  7455: 

Bicycles  and  Parts,  q.,  35S8 

Goods  in  Transit,  q..  1746 

Old  and  New  Duties,  q..  1747 

Prices,  increase  of,  q.,  2793 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricnltural,   ftc..   Machinery   and  Imple> 
meats,  6562 

Air  Compressors,  6718 

Apparel  and  Attire,  5608;  eons,  reg.,  10563 

Bags,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10571-3 

Boats,  &c.,  7360 

Bottles,  6941 

Candles,  4890,  4951 

Canvas  and  Duck,  C030 

Directories,  ftc,  7189 

Disinfectants,  Sbeep  Washes,  ftc.,  6978 

Electrical    and    Gas    Meters,    eons,  rtg., 

»o?45-7 
Fire  Fxtin^ishers,  6ti3 
Firebricks,'  6910 
Fishing  Nets,  7375 
Furniture,  7020 

Glass,  ftc,  6913  (^i^r^n\o 
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Uttbewi.  Mr.  continued. 
Tariff  Rewlutiont  (Cuitonu)— <0iitifiHe«. 
Hat%  C»p»,  &C.,  5Q7a 

Incandetcent  Filament  Lampi)  ftc,  68o9>io 

lion  pipes,  eons,  req.,  X0750 
ItaJioQ  Cloths,  5851-3 
Liquorice,  5260 
Locks,  61 14 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6108,  6111 

Machines  and  Machinery,  ^18  ' 

Mantuet,  736J,  737a;  ad.  ref..  7455 

Milk,  condensed,  &c.,  5517 

Mining  Engines,  6795,  6798 

Motive  Power  Madiinery,  &c.,  666t 

Mustard,  cons,  req.t  10557 

Oils,  6864,  687a;  cons,  req.,  10914,  1155a 

Paints  and  Colours,  688a 

Paper,  &c.,  7179,  7301,  7216-8,  7338 

Quilts,  &c.,  5741 

Soad  Rollers,  Traction  Engines,  ftc,  6681 

Rock  Dxillt,  6798 

Rubber  MMufactuies,  7163-3 

Soap,  5544 

Socks,  &€.,  cons,  rrq.,  10050 
Stearine,  ParaSiae  Wax,  &c.,  5153 
Stone  and  Marble,  6964 
Stoves,  6044 
Tea.  5464 

Timber,  7107-8;  cons.  req..  11125 
Tobacco,  4336,  43S8 
Varnishes,  ftc,  6893 
Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10630 
Wire  Netting,  4^70 

Woollen  Piece  Goyds,  cont.  rrq.,  11533 
{Set  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Revision,  aidftst^  333 
Trawler:  Tenders  for>eonstnirtion.  q..  1751 
Western  Anstralia :  Proposed  New  State, 

"743 

Mannar.  Hon.  8.,  Marihynong  : 

AoBtralia,  map  of,  adj..  648;  q.,  1056 
Australian  Press  Assoctation  ;  Visit  of  British 

Delegates,  q.,  7117 
Budget  Debate,  Close  of,  p.o..  %2cfi 
Child  Mortalitv,  New  South  Wale*,  aqoS 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  req,   (hats,  caps, 
Ac).  10583    {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms) ) 

Deputations,  statements  to,  f..  12153 
East  Sydney  Electors,  Speech  Regarding,  q., 
8St8 

Eastern   Eztension   Telegraph   Companx,  q-, 

10788,  10967,  11707,  11931,  13153;  '*'ff*y' 
12185 

Electoral  Administration  : 

Amalgamation  of  Commonwealth  and  State 

Departments,  g.,  3301 
Postal  Votes,  0.,  iiSt,  1866;  supply,  3903 
Printing  of  Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  1596 
Public  Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m., 

7>4.  7»8 

Queensland   Electioni,   q.,    1866 ;  tufifiy, 
2903 

ElectricOQ,  The,  q..  10787 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11408 
Estimates:  Military  and  Lighthouse  Engineers, 
9-t  3793 

Freeman  and  Wallace :  Correspondence,  suf- 
fty.  I033I,  11335;  q..  11637,  "704 

Freight  Charges :  London  to  Fremantle,  q., 
3433 


iaugex,  Hon.  S. — cont.nucd. 

Insurance  t  Government  Property,  q.,  6834 

Mails : 

Country  Services,  suf^y,  10198 

Delivery  of  English  Mails,  9843 

Differentiation  against  Unicmists  on  Mail 
Steamers,  4623 

Imperial  Government  Contract,  q.,  3973 

Japanese  Steamers :  Payments,  q.,  9585 

Magnet  Service,  q.,  10463 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  1517,  2313, 
2890;  supfly,  2903;  q..  2^,  4086,  5783, 
7027,  8817,  9389,  9766,  9842,  10786,  W154 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  f.,  6129,  6229;  m., 
6389,  6497;  ff'i  8817;  freight  subsidy,  sup- 
ply, lOIt^ 

New  Zealand  and  Tosmania  Contract,  q., 
6131 

North-West  Coast,  2690 

Protection  from  Fire,  q.,  11158 

Queensland  :  s.s.  Bingera,  q.,  10463 

Railway  carriage,  q.y  1595 

Tasmanian,  q.,  1974,  2998,  6673,  7250,  11791 

Victoria  and  Tasmania  Contract,  6131; 

adj.,  6054;  q.,  6534,  10134,  10875,  li4'9« 

11917 

Western  Australia  :  Employment  of  Asiatics, 

f  »  '>844 
Maitland  Coal  Miners,  q.,  S813 
Meteorological  Department,        976,  1056 
Murwillumbah  Fire :  Post  Office  Officials,  f., 
J420 

Parliament,  Criticisms  on,  q.,  11533 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Accounts,  suffly,  10139,  10196 

Administration:  Age  criticism, '1516;  Secre- 
tary's Opinion,  9093 

Cabinet  Committee  of  Inquiry  ;  Secretary, 
q.,  9764;  scope  of  inquiry,  suffly,  10140; 
q.,  10177^  supply,  »oi99.  10416;  q.,  10464, 
10879,  11096;  Report,  q.,  11535 

Complaints,  Remedying  of,  q.,  8936;  supply, 
10139,  10419 

Confusion,  Alleged,  12155 

Decentralization  :  Powers  of  Deputy  Post- 
masters-General, supply,  10143,  10430  « 

Delays  in  answering  correspondence,  q.^ 
2793;  adj..  3363  J  J.,  7300 

Electoral  and  Savings  Bank  Work,  supply, 

.  10418 

Employes,  q.,  4649,  4843,  5130,  569a;  sup- 
ply. 4864,  5703;   q.,   5803,  6814,  &)i6-7, 
„9474 

Expenditure  on  Public  Works,  7508; 

supply,    10140,    10195,    10422;    q.,  11535, 

11625-6,  13042 
Fidelity  Guarantees,  supply,  10418 
Furlough  :    Postmistress,  Portarlington,  q., 
,.9479 

Lisbon  Conference,  q.,  13154 

Officers*   Leave  of  Absence   for  Militiry 

Training,  q.,  9481,  10079,  10131 
Oxenham,  Mt.,  promotion  of,  supply,  10334 
Reclassification  of  Officials,  q.,  10875,  i'-to, 

1 1708 

Registration  of  applicants  for  work,  Mel- 
bourne, q.,  10081 

Reports,  Delay  of,  q.,  8936 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  q.,  4649;  supply, 
10141,  10195 

Royal  Commission,  supply,  10416 

Saturday  Half-holiday,  q.,  8935 

Secretary,  supply,  10136-  t 
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Haugefi  Hon.  S. — ecntinued, 
I'ost  and  Telegrnph  DepartmcDt — continued. 
South  Australia :  Supplies,  q.,  6728 
Statutory  Day's  Work,  8937 
St.  Patrick's  day,  leave,  q.,  9093 
Sunday  Work,  q.,  10134;  luffiy,  10248;  q., 

11016,  11708,  12155 
Sweating,  alleged,  8936 
Temporary  and  Permanent  Hands,  q,,  8936- 

7,  9474;  supply.  10143,  10197,  10417;  q.. 

iiiSt 

Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 
Berrigan  Post  Office,  q..  12153 
Brunswick  Post  Office,  q.,  2996;  adj.,  3331 
Cobar  Post  Office,  adj.,  4646 
Glenferric  Post  Office,  q.,  7297 
Goodwood  Post  Office,  q.,  11266 
Jerilderie  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Katoomba  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Linda  Post,  Telegraph,  and  Money  Order 

Office,  q.,  6416 
Litbgow  Post  Office,  q.,  6099,  12153 
Lockhart  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Melbourne    General    Post    Office,  suf^fiy^ 
3530 

Northam  Post  Office,  supply,  3536 
Penola  Post  Office,        3175,  6505 
Port  Elliot  Post  Office,  q.,  1089 
Port  Piyie  Post  Office,       8938,  9399,  10575 
Unley  Post  Office,  ff.,  5497 
Uiana  Post  Office,  q.,  12153 
Postal  Service  : 
Allowance  Post  Offices,  supply,  4866,  10175 
Allowance     to     Railway  Statio&<masters,, 

Queensland,  g.,  9955,  10136 
Bacchus  Marsh  Post  Office  Staff,  5601, 

5911 

Boy  Labour  :  Sheppartoa,  0.,  1413 
Broken    Shifts :    Mail    Branch :  Sydney 

General  Post  Office,  q.,  6896 
Cairns  Post  Office  :  Sweating,  supply,  5704  ' 
Charwoman,  Melbourne  General  Post  Office, 

S:  "35 

Clarke,  Mrs.,  compensation    to,    q.,  3423, 
8938 

Classification   of    Pott   Offices,  q.,  10178, 

11791,  11917,  12042 
Classification  of  Postal  Officials,  q.,  2^66, 

3890,  10875,  11260,  11708 
Contract  Post  Offices,  q.,  9192 
Contract  System  :   Boy  Letter-Carriers,  q., 

3854.  3973 

Conveniences,  Western  Australia,  q.,  1595 
Country  Districts:  Facilities,  m.,  7508; 
9100 

(  ountry  Post  Offices:  Sweating,  q.,  5329 
('ue  :  Postmaster,  g.,  6406 
Deniliquin  Post  Office,  overtime,  q.,  3795, 
3733 

Deputy    Postmaster-General,    Victoria,  suf- 

fJy.  4865 

District  Inspector,  Mew   South  Wales,  g., 
9193 

Katly  Closing  of  Post  Offices,  supply,  5703 

Kxtensions,  q.,  8938 

Hamilton  Office  Staff,  q.,  3423,  3974 

Hart,  Mr.  Bruce,  q.,  2793 

Helmets,  Chinese,  for  Postal  Officials,  q., 

6593.  6675-6 
Inquiry  Fee,  q.,  9476,  9766 

Inspectors,  ad/.,  3362;  q.,  3854,  3973*  9«'>3; 

supply,  10249 
International  Reply  Coiipons,  q.,  590S 


Maugcr,  Hon.  S.—coniinued, 
Postal  Service — continued. 
Junee  and  Narandera  Offices :  Undermaa- 

Launcestoa  Postal  Officials,  q.,  5328 

Letter  Carriers :  Promotion  as  Sorters,  f., 

11526,  11708 
Letter    delivery  by  telegraph  messengers, 

?v  "81,  397a 
McDonnell,  Mrs.,  Compensation  to,  q.,  36^2 
Mailbags  ;  Victoria,  q.,  3509 
Mail  Motor   Cars,   q.,   4086,   9477,  9842, 

11536,  H791 
Mail  vans,  lighting  of,  q.,  1158 
Melbourne  General  Post  (MKce  Conditioni, 

supply,  4865;  q.,  &qaj 
Moree  Post  Office  Staff,  q.,  8936 
Newspaper  Postage,  q.,  7027 
New  South  Wales  :  Additional  Employis, 

q.,  4649,  4843;  supfly,  4864;  q.,  5803 
Newspaper  Advertisements,  g.,  3269 
Non-delivery  of   Letters :    Eaglehawk,  f 

9476.  9766 
North-west  Coast  Service,  q.,  2690 
Overtime,  q.,  2313,  2651,  2795,  3733,  3854. 

3973j  4649.  S4<o»  5692.  7171,  7417,  8937; 

supply^  10145 
Packets  :  Postage  on,  supply,  5704 
Parcels :  Delivery  by  Contractors,  y.,  114x4, 

11628,  I 1794 
Parcels  Post  Offices,  q.,  7027 

Payment  of  Mail  Contractors,  a.,  2313,  5500 
Penny  Postage  Radius :  New  Souu  Wales, 

supply,  10249 
Permanent  Hands,  New  South  Wales, 

8937.  9474 
Pilbarra  Gold  Field,  q.^  2124 
Postal   Orders  and   Notes :     Charges,  f 

11917 

Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  q.,  12043  * 
Bookmakers',  q.,  4958,  5691 
lottery  Promoters',  q.,  10785 
Medical,   q.,    1751,   6025,   6422;  supply, 

10221;  g.,   10787;  supply^   H335;  g., 

11027 

New  Zealand  Government's  action,  f., 
5783,  6025,  6422 

Protection  of  Mails  from  Fire,  g.,  11158 

Queensland  Elections  :  Non-delivery  of  re- 
gistered letter,  q.,  9193 

Railway  Mail  Charges,  q.,  4300 

Semi-Official  Post  Offices,  suffly,  4S67;  f., 
9193;  sup^y,  10175 

Stamps,  Designs  for  Commonwealth,  q., 
4958,  5908,  6677,  8818;  sufply,  10249 

Stanley,  Tasmania,  q,,  10134 

Sydney  General  Post  Office :  Increments, 
q.y  2794;  "Sweating,"  q.,  3422-3,  8036, 
10310;  Overtime,  q.,  4649;  supply,  4864; 
t;  5416.  569**  7'7>»  74«7 

Tasmania,  ad;.,  3346 

Tasmaniao  Mails,  q.,  1974,  3998,  6131  ;  ad;., 
6504;  q.,  6524,  6673,  11419,  11791,  11917 
Temporary  Employes,   New  South  Wales. 

6814,  8936-7,  9474,  tiiSi 
Temporary  Letter  Carriers :   Western  Aus- 
tralia, q.,  6676 
Trundle  Mail  Service,  q.,  4411 
Woolongong  Lettei  Box*  g.,  1304a 
Zeehan  Post  Office :  Alleged  Sweating, 
7025 

?ostmastcr-Geoeral,  g.,  X516 
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Hauler,  Hon.  S. — continued, 
Piinting,  Tendeii  for  Goveromeot,  4310. 

44"-3 
Fublic  Service ; 
Age  Retirements,        9475 ;  supply,  10176, 
10248 

Allowances,  Western  Australia,  405,  504; 
North  Queensland,  9010 

Amendment  of  Act^  3854;  utffiy,  4%5> 
10348*  10400 

Applications  for  PromotifHM :  Reports,  sup- 
ply. 10175 

Blakney,  case  of  Mr.  E.  A.,  q.,  8818,  0476 
Casual  Employes'  Wages,  supply,  ^itxi 
Civil  Riglits,  supply,  10174 
Clerical    Division :    Promotions,    g.,  4648, 
484a 

Commissioner,  supply,  10348,  10430 ;  g., 
1215a 

Customs.  New  South  Wales,  a.,  1281 
Employes*  Organ itations,   Sydney,  supply, 
4864 

Employes*  Unions  :  Officials,  f.,  8925,  9953 

Examination  Papers,  laiji 

Hart,  Mr.  Bruce,       2793  • 

Inspector!,  su^y^  4866 

Instrument  Fitters,  q,,  11158-82 

Isolated  Districts  :  Railway  Concessions,  sup- 
ply. 10175 

Leave,  Sick  and  Recreation,  q.,  10130 

Line  Repairers,  Dismissed,  q.,  12153 

Long  Service  Furloughs,  q.,  9479 

Military  Leave  of  Absence,  9481.  10079, 
10131 

Pole  Dressers,  adj.,  3331;  tnpfly,  10250 
Promotio.iB,    Postal    Department:  Queens 

land,  ^,  5240;  Tasmania,  q..  7038 
Retirement  of  Officer,  g.,  8814 
Retiring  Allowances,  q.,  13043 
South  Ausfralian  Association,  g.,  11919 
Temporary  Employes :   Holidays,  q.,  7169, 

7250 

Transferred  Officers'  Rights,  supply,  4864 

Questions,    Minister's    answers    to,  supply. 
2904 

Statistics,  q.,  4309 
Supply  : 

Postmaster- General   (Central   Staff],  10139, 

10174-6,  10195,  I023I,  10234,  10248,  10250 
Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraph), 
3461,  3530,  3536;  (Telegraphs  and  Tele 
phones),  3461,  3555;  (Home  Affairs),  11408 
Supplv  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  as.,  12185 
Tariff  :  Hat-making  Industry,  exfl.,  6S12 

Tariff  Resolutions  [Customs)  ; 

Hats,  caps,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10583 
Lamps,  6030 

Medicinal  Preparations,  6997 
State  Importations,  7430 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 
BaTmain  Telephone  Eichange,  supply,  3530 
Barwon  Heads  Telephone  Bureau,  q.^  11626 
Bathurst  Exchange,  telephone  charges,  q.. 
1090 

Brimpaen- Horsham    Telephone  Line, 
10536 

Cable  to  Tasmania,  0.,  68ti,  8939,  10963, 

11536,  11707;  supply,  12185 
-Cable  Codes :  Lisbon  Conference,  q.,  12154 
Conveniences,  Western  Australia  and  Queens* 

land,  1595 


Mauger,  Hon.  S. — tontinued. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service— rM/fmf^. 
Copper  Wire  and  Telephones  :  Manufacture 

by  Govemmeot,  q.,  3586 
Country  Telephone  Facilities,  q.,  9300,  10464 
Cypher  Telegrams  :  Queensland,  q.,  1868 
Delayed  Telegrams,  q.,  4748,  8814,  8935 
Essendon  to  Keilor  Telephone  Service, 

9954,  10135 
Extensions,  q.,  8938 
Galvanized  Iron  Wire,  q.,  6035 
Goroke-Minimay  Telepbtuie,  j^.,  11794 
Guarantees :  Country  Telephones,  q.,  3589 ; 

supply,  10140;  q.,  12043 
Ho^  Bay,  Kingston,  Lucindale,  Mount  Gam- 
bler, and  Narracoorte :   Telephone  con- 
nexions, q.,  1976,  3174,  6421 
Hotel  Telephone  Facilities,  supply,  3530 
Instrument  Fitters,  q.,  11158-83 
Insulators,  q..  3890,  3853,  5911,  11x81 
Intcr-State   Telegraph   Communication,  q., 

Kerang  Telephone  Service,  q.,  10963 
Lineman's  hours,  q.,  9299,  9480 
»       Maitland    West    and    Sydney  Telephone, 

q.,  3690,  2793,  4749,  5802 
Metallic  Circuits  and  Tunnels  :  Telephone 

Wires,  q.,  6736 
Newcastle  Telephone  Service,  q,,  6726.  7169; 

Switchboard,  f.,  11531 
Norwood  and  Unley  Exchanges,  q.,  1090, 

5530 

Poles:  Painting,  q.,  9479,  11628 
Port  Davey :  Telephone  Communication,  q.. 
6129,  6505 

Queensland :   Telegraphic  Communication, 

q..  8813,  8925.  9089 
Queensland  Telegraphists,  q.,  9300,  9474 
South  Yaria  Exchange,  supply,  3509 
Sydney-Brisbane  Telegraph,  q..  0677,  9089 
Sydney-Melbourne     Telephone,     q.,  ^2, 

6675,  6726,  6896,  7417,  1H79,  "794 
Sydney  Telephone  Switchboard,  q..  5209 
Sydney-WolloDgong  Trunk  Tel^ibone, 

7249,  8939 
Telegrams,  Errors  in,  10874 
Telegraph    Communication :  Western  Aus* 

tralia,  q.,  3i3t 
Telegraph  Coastruction :  Payment  of  Con- 
tractors, q..  6035 
Telegraph  Forms,  11704 
Telegraph  Line,  North-West  Australia,  q., 
4413 

Telegraph     Messages     for  Transmission 

abroad,  q.,  9389 
Telegraphic    Delays :    Brisbane,    q.,    4647 ; 

New  South  Wales,  q.,  5328,  6025,  7117, 

7350,  10874,  11626;  Melbourne,  q.,  10874 
Telegraphic  Money  Orders  :  Mangana,  q., 

V73 

Telegraphists'    Military    Leave,  9481, 

10079,  tot3t 
Telegraphists'  Overtime,  q.,  2688,  6422,  7117 
Telegraphists'  Fay  for  Sunday  Work,  q., 

10134;  supply,  10348;         11016,  11708, 

13155 

Telegraphists  :  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 

q.,  6814,  7117.  10080,  10135 
Telegraphists*  Promotion,  q..  5804 
Telephone  Administration,  q.,  5130,  7396 
Telephone  Attendants :  New  South  Wales 

Elections,  g..  1866 
Telephone  AttendwiU'  qfffi^pi^|^  10177 
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Mauger,  Hon.  S.—coniinued. 
Tel^rapb  and  Telephone  SetvifX—teMiiniied. 
Tdepbone  Bureaux,  g.,  7460,  10178,  11708. 
11917 

TelephoDe  Cabinets,  g..  43°9 

Telephone  Charges :  Bathurst,  Norwood, 
Unley,  1090 ;  Richmond,  Abbotsford, 
Hawthorn,  2348 

Telephone  Dir«torie!,  q..  1516,  3586,  4412, 
9299;  Advertisements,  f.,  59iiJ  Supple- 
mentary Lists,  g.,  11743-4 

Telephone  Exchanges,  tuffly,  3461 

Telephone  Guarantees,  q.,  4749 

Telephone  Line  Repairers,  q.,  12152 

Telephone  Numbers,  q.,  2234 

Telephone  Rates :  DiffeTentii.1  Charges,  q.. 
6726;  mileage,  q.,  6726 

Telephone  Serrice :    Melbourne   Fire,  q., 

683s.  7464  .  ^.  . 

Telet^ones :  Notice  of  Discootmuance,  q., 

9954 

Telephones,  Supply  of,  g.,  7464 

Toll  System,  suf^y,  10249 

Typewriting    Machines    Jot  Telegraphitta,^ 

Undergrounding  of  Wirea,  q.,  10131 ;  suffly, 
10196 

Victorian  Telegrapha  Staff,       4S'9.  4843 
Wireless  Tetegrbphy,  9.,  33or :  tuffly^  3555  i 

q.,  4311,  6505,  11918,  12154 
Zechan  Telegraph  Route,  q.,  520Q 
Trawler,  Ten<'ers  for  Construction,  3301 
Voting  Mcchines,  q-,  2890 
Wangaratta  Train  Service,  q.,  11154 
Warning  Light,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 

2890;  suffly,  3903,  9880 
Year-Boffk,  Commotmeeltk,  q.,  441^ 

McColl,  Eenatcr  Hon.  J.  'R.^VUtoria: 
AdioummettU,  Special :  Women  s  Work  Ex- 
hibition, m.,  4894;  Tuesday  Sittings, 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 

3843;  com.  (Treasury),  4058;  4'4S 
Australian    Industries   Preservation    Bill,  2R., 

4514;  ad.  ref..  5182 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  2301.  2765;  com.  Iregula- 

tions),  2852,  2861;   First  Schedule  (Rice), 

M73-4,  3487  ;  (fish),  4263 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Dill,  eom.  (taxation 

by  States),  956,  1045        „  r-i  , 

Constitution     Alteration     (Senate  Elections) 

Cu^toms^Tarm^BiU,  z^-lffil/,  Schedule  : 

Agricultural,  &c..  Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments, 8576 

Ammonia,  &c.,  9241-3 

Apparel  and  Attire,  8310 

Artificial  Plants,  &c.,  8352 

BiscuiU,  7673 

Blankets,  &c.,  8256 

Coffee,  7775 

Cosies,  &c.,  8381 

Curtains,  &c.,  8387 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9060 

Explosives,  9927-9 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 

Fish,  7785,  7797,  7806 

Fruits,  Dried,  7810 

Furniture,  9361 

Galvanized   Iron,  ftc.,  8567 
.  Gloves,  8293-4 


McCol),  Senator  Hon.  J.  YL.— cogitated. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Sehedule>— r«ii/iRw^. 

Graphite,  &c.,  8371 

Hats,  &c.,  8313 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7941 

Hops,  7949 

Infants'  Food,  8063 

Insecticides,  Sheep  Washes,  Ac,  9292 

Liquorice.  7755 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  Ac,  8661-4. 
Machines,  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  8701- 

4-9,  8710,  [f.o.,  8714).  8718 
Manures,  9911 

Matches,  798^,  7990 ;  cans,  req.,  10867 
Milk,  8021 

Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8687 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8626-7  ' 
Nuts,  8036 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8044-9,  ^54*8 
Oils,  8389,  8425,  8444-7 
Paints.  8455,  8468 
Paper,  &c.,  9762,  9797 
Parasols,  &c.,  8335 
Patterns,  Paper,  9810 
Perfumery,  9206 
Piece  Goods,  8162.9,.  8176,  8188 
Plough  Mould  Boards,  8580 
Poles,  Bent,  9643 
Rails,  &c.,  9oi&3,  9071 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  8482 
Rock  Drills,  8791 

Rubber  Manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9671-2 

Socks,  Ac.  8334-5-8-9.  8346 

Tallow,  Ac,  8382 

Tanks,  8613 

Tents,  Ac,  8347 

Tool  Handles,  Ac,  9636 

Trimmings,  Ac,  8348 

Waddings,  &c,  8331 

Wicker,  Ac,  9565 

Wine,  Sparkling,  7628 

Wire  Netting,  9164 

Wood,  Articles  of.  n.e.i.,  9578 
Defence  1 

Kerang  Rifle  Range,  q.,  8424 
Dissent  from  Ruling :  Stage  for  moving  tC'- 

quest  on  item  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m., 

87 '4 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clauses  |ex- 
clusion  of  lawyers)  ^127,  512S ;  (proteclion 
of  witnesses),  5129,  ^193 

Financial  relations.  Commonwealth  and  Statesr 

ffpfy,  3843 

Fraser,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence,  w.,  5370 
Income  Tax  :  Victoria,  m.,  1275,  1279 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  12025. 
ludiciary  Bill,  3R.,  861 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2R.,  1361  J  com.  (power  to  make  tui- 
vey),  1497.  »5o6 

Labour  Party,  tuffly,  3845 

London  Offices,  suffiy,  3845,  4141; 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffty,  3844.  {See  Invalid 
and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Parliament  House  :  Entertainment  of  Strang* 

ers,  q.,  6058 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,   as.,  2105;. 

com.     (amount  of   allowance),   31 18 ;  31., 

3187;  ex  ft.,  2193 
Prayers   in   Parliament,   exfl.,   5746 ;  *d}.,. 

5781 

Printing  Office,  suffly,  4058  t 
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McColI,  Senator  Hon.  J.  H.~-continued. 

Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 
m.,  10009-13 

Quarantioe  Bill,  2K.,  J^Qo;  com.  (arrange- 
ments  with  State  Govemmeau :  siations> 
Ac),  5305*6 ;  (powert  of  Commoowcalth), 
5475*  5^7i  5980;  (examination  of  impoited 
animals),  6003*  6066;  (General  I>efinitioai)i 

Tariff,  q.,  1684 

Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  adj.f  2046 

MoDonaldj  Hon.  O.,  Ktnaedy  : 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  3027 

Australia,  map  of,  i05iS 

Australian  Industries  Fresenatioa  Bill,  31., 

Bounties  Dill,  f.o.,  1:314 

Business,    Precedence    of  Government, 

s8oa;  Conduct  of,       5520;  tmffly,  6286 
Chairman  of  Committees,  317 
Christmas  Adjournment,  g.,  6729 
Cloncurry  Post  Othce,  supply,  3424 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2R.,  3S79 
Copper  Wire  and  Telephones :  Manufacture 

by  Government,  q.,  3586 
Disputed   Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill. 

9.,  6098 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Constitutionality  of 
amendment  (Bounties  Bill),  /.a.,  1314 

Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11258 

Excise  Tariff  Acts,  supply.  5712;  6096 

Federal  Capital,  supply,  1869 

Government,  Position  of  the,  supply,  10454 

High  Court  Cases :  Commonwealth  Costs, 
q.,  11742  ■ 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11425.  >i437 

Immigration  :  Contract,  f 3423 ;  supply,  '3425 

Industrial  Legislation ;  Transfer  to  Common- 
wealth, q.,  6096 

ICalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey, 
f-.  9093 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  ad;.,  246;  m.,  6128 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  2R.,  6t7i 
New  Protection,  sufply,  5712 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  9343,  9351 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Annua!  Report,  supply,  4Fi6<) 
Employes  at  Remote  Slalions,  supply,  4870 
Increase  of  Staff,  supply,  486^ 
Ministerial  Statement,  P-o.,  11630 
Royal  Commission,  supply,  10454 
Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  70S 
Printing  Committee,  m,,  771,  2229 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 
m.,  10129 

Queensland  Elections:  Postal  votes,  1866; 

supply,  2891 
Questions  without  notice,  q.,  11744,  12041 
Session,  Close  of  the,  q.,  11525-6 
Shippine  Combine,  adj.,  .'^930 
States  Debts:   New  South  Wales  Loan,  q., 

9764 

Sugar  Industry  ; 

Contract    Immigrants,    q.,    3423;  supply, 
.1425 

Shortage  of  Labour,  alleged,  supply,  3425 
Sunply  ; 

Works  and  Buildings  (Post  and  Telegraph), 
1424 

Snpplv- Rill  (No.  2),  ad.  rep..  1869 
Siippiv  Bill  (No.  a\   2R.,  6a86 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2S.,  11857 


McDonald,  Hon.  C. — continued. 

Tariff,  q.,  1715-6,  ad.  rep.,  7455 
Commission's  Reports,  q.,  1715 
Debates,  conclusion  of,  q.,  11053 
Exemption  of  Machinery,  supply^  4870 
Magazines,  q,,  2312 

Telephone  Facilities :  Queensland,  q.,  1595 

Telephone  Subscribers :  Printing  of  Sap- 
plementary  Lists,  11744 

Year-Baok,  Commonwealth,  q.,  4412 

See  Chairuan  of  Coumittus  (Subjkts). 

MoDoutfall,  Mr.  J.  K.,  Wannon.- 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eom., 

(Power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 

&c.),  9232-5 
Bounties  Bill,  com..  Schedule  (preserved  fish), 

1308.  1309 
Dates:    IipportatioQ,  q.,  11390 
Defence  : 

Country  Rifle  Clubs,  q.,  11158 

Militia  Garrison  Artillery,  Western  District, 
Victoria,  q.,  10464 
German  Navy  :  South  Seas,  q.,  11628 
HiiTvesters,  nrice  of,  q.,  qyty,  12155 
Immigration  :  Land  in  Victoria,  q.,  10179 
lion  Industry  :  Japanese,  q„  6593 
-Iron>Ore  :  Exportation,  6407 
Jam  Manufacturers'  Combine,  q.,  9956,  10576, 

10970,  1 1329 
Manures :    Alleged  Combine,  q.,  7417,  11055 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Brimpaea-Horsham    Telephone    Line,  q., 
10536 

Emp1o)r*s,  q.,  5130 

Galvanized  Iron  Wire,  q.,  6025 

GoToke-Minimay  Telephone,  q.,  11794 

Hamilton  Post  Office  Staff,  q.,  3423 

Insulators,  q,,  2890 

Poles,  Paiotiag  of,  q.,  9479,  11628 

Revenue,  q.,  4049 

Sydney- Melbourne    Telephone,  6896, 
741 7»  "794 

Preferential    Tariff :     Foreign    Goods,  q., 

rio56 

Standard  Oil  Trust,  q.,  .12044 

Sunshine  Harvester  Works  :  Dismissal  of  En- 

ploy*.  q.,  7463 
Transferred  Officers :  Pensions,  q.,  9480 
Wheat  :  ReimporUtion  of,  q.,  5600,  6c^ 

McOretfor,  SuMtov  Hon.  Q.,  S<mth  Av- 
treUia: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1907-8,  earn.. 
Schedule :  Home  Affairs,  (Electoral  Office), 
11619 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  6416,  7787,  10962, 
11322 

Advertising  Australia:  Cable  Messages,  q., 
6407 

American  Fleet,  visit  of,  q.,  11468 
Appropriation    Bill,    com..    The  Parliament, 

10289 ;    External    Affairs :  (Administrative), 

10291 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Puilding^)  Bill, 
Cfm.,  (Defence),  4017 ;  (Telegraphs  and 
Telephones).  40^1 ;  (External  Affairs).  4082 

Australian  Industries  Pre«ervntion  Bill,  aR., 
4608;  com.  (power  of  Comptroller-General 
to  niirstion.  &c.),  5018,  5086;  ad.  rep.,  ^113 

Bi)l^  of  Exchange  Bill.  com.  (application  of 
State  laws),  679,  747;  (piojeWkn^lvtw'te''). 
2206  Digitized  by  VjUOv  LC 
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UcGregor,  Senator  Hon.  C.—eontinued. 

Bounties  BiII«  tcm..  First  Schedule  (cotton), 
3068;  (jute),  3159;  (mohair),  3385;  (coffee), 
3718;  (tobacco),  3727  {p-i>;^i64),^2<ot  (wool 
tops),  4389 ;  recem..  First  Schedule  (to- 
bacco). 4899  J  .  ,  jj 
Businesi,  order  of,  34 ;  conduct  of,  adf., 
486,        7564;  suffiy,  5879;  state  of,  adj.. 

Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3703 
Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  5406 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation 

by  States),  957,  1044,  105a  ' 
Customs  Tariff^  Bill,  as...  7583;  com.,  despatch 
of   business,   obs.^   9190 ;   m.t.o.,   10835 ; 
recom.,  11687;  Schedule,  (f.o.^  7624) : 

Agricultural,   ftc.   Machinery   and  Imple- 
ments, 8574-5 

Ammonia,         9241  (^-'m  9>47*  S'SO*  9377 

Artificial  Plants,  Ac,  8353 

Biscuits,  76S3 

Blacks,  &c.,  8475 

Blankets,  &c.,  8246-8 

Blue,  7690-6 

Bottlea.  8498 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9261 

Carpets,  &c.,  8267 

Chaffcutten,  ftc.»  8581 

Confectionery,  7733,  7750 

Curtains,  &c.,  8288 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9054 

Electrical  Machinery,  8811 

Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  8869,  8875 

Fruits,  dried,  7811 

Famiture,  9357 

Galvanized  Iron,    ftc,  8563-6 

Ginger,  green,  7832 

Glassware,  8490 

Glue,  &c.,  8515-7 

Hats,  &c.,  8318 

Iron  Pipes,  9075 

Lead,  Sheet,  4c.,  8571-2 ;  cons,  req.,  10935 
Liquorice,  7760 
Locks,  9174 

Machines  n.e.i.,  and  Machine  Tools,  f,c„ 
8711 

Matches,  7967,  7986,  7908 
Metal  and  Plated  ware,  8723 
Mine  Ventilating  Fans,  8679 
Motive  Power  Machioery,  8628 
Nails,  861 1 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8053-8-9 

Oils,  8398,  8401,  8448;  eons,  req.,  11225 

Paints,  8456-8 

Peel,  preserved,  7834 

Piece  Goods.  8163-7,  8184 

Printing  Roller  Composition,  8524 

Rubber.  &c..  Hose,  i)66t> 

Sago  and  Tapioca,  7661 

Salt,  8oq4 

Slate  Slabs,  8531 

Socks,  &c..  8344 

Spectacle  Cases,  9658 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  eont.  req.,  iiyq 

Stearine,  Paraffiae  Wax,  &c.,  7714 

Stone  and  Marble,  8^49 

Stripper- Harvesters,  8583 

Tallow,  &c.,  8377,  8380-1-3-6 

Tea,  8109 

Timber,   9423,   9430,   9452,   9461-3-8,  9542, 

9554'9i  ^<"**-  "9-%  11356*  11600 
Tobacco,  7638,  7645-7-9;  eCHs.  reg..  10843 
Tool  Handles,  &c.,  9635 


McGregor,  Senator  Hon.  G. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — eontinued. 
Vegetables,   Herbs,  dried,  7873-4-5-8,  r88o 
Voltoids  of  Sal  ammoniac,  9377 
Wheels,  Steel,  &c.,  9184;  cons,  req.,  10961 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7626 
Wire  Netting,  9149 
Wood,  articles  of,' n.e.i.,  9576-9 

Cypher  Telegrams,  q.y  1937 

Days  of  Meeting,         7573;  adj.,  7787 

Defence  : 
Brisbane  Rifle  Range,  suffiy^  4037 
Cadet  Uaifonns,  349 

Disputed  Election*  apd  Qualifications  Bill, 
2K.,  5561 ;  com.  (pending  petition*),  5599, 
5600;  (qualifications  ano^  vaeancies),  56531 
5657.  5659;  (powers  of  Court),  5665;  «- 
COM.  (pending  petitions),  5775,  5478-9 ; 
(qualifications  and  vacancies),  598.^ 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  admissibility  of  request 
(Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  9351 

Dooley,  Mr.  Election  of,       3333;  adj.,  4277 

Electoral  Rolls,  suffiy,  11619 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clauses 
(exclusion  of  lawyers),  5135;  (protection  of 
witnesses),  5129,  5IQ4;  3*.,  5392 

Excise  Tariff   (Agricnltural   Machinery)  Act, 
4277.  5773;  n^tfiy.  6314;  f..  7568 

First  President  of  the  Senate,  m.,  3366 

Friday  Sitting,  adj.,  693 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  q.,  7565 

Immigration  :  New  Soutlk  Wales,  adj.,  4377 

Immigration  Restriction  Act ;  Evasions,  suf- 
fiy, 10391 
■  Income  Tax  :  Victoria,  m.,  13^7 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  aB., 
t2oo4 ;  cam.,  (persons  disqualified),  12033 » 
.  (investigation  by  Registrar),  12036 

Judiciary  Bill,  as.,  861 
[algoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snrvey- 
BtlJ,  f.o.,  1026;  com.    (power  to  make  sur- 
vey), 1476 

Leffislation,  Commonwealth  and  States,  £.,  564 
Linfitbgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  jw.,  8^5 
London  Offices,  suffiy,  4083 
Matches  :  Contracts  for,  q..  8309 
Northern  Territory,  q.,  8554 ;  adj.,  9741 
Opposition,  Leader  of  the,  obs.,  6293 
Parliament  House:  Maps,  q..  5466;  electric 

bells,  suffiy,  5881;  gardens,  suffiy,  ^883; 

entertainment  of  strangers,  q.,  6059;  Usher 

of  the  Black  Rod,  suffiy.  10289 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  St.,  ^077 
Patents  Act  Amendment,  q..  9139 
Post  and  Telegraph  Service  : 

Disorganization  :    Committee    of  Inquiry, 
adj.,  9527 

Freeman  and  Wallace's  Correspondence,  f.. 

7567,  80^,  8331,  8286 
Moonta  Mmes,  q.,  8154 
Port    Adelaide    Outer   Harbor  Facilities, 

P^t  (5^e,  Port  Pirie,  q.,  8700 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  q..  5745 
President,  Rights  of  the,  f.o.,  4616 
Printing  Committee,  m..  4467,  784S<6 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

m.,  10005 

Public  Offices,  Melbourne,  q..  5384;  suffty, 

5907 

Public  Service :  ^  . 

Regulations,  i9^j,iz§9*y  UOOglC 
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UcGregor,  Seiutoi  Hon.  G.^ — eoniinued. 
Quiutine  BilU  com.  (arrangements  with  State 

Govemfientc :  stations,  ftc.)*  5330;  (powers 

of  Commonwealth),  ^74.  5481,  S668,  5988; 

(examination  of   imported   animals),  6065; 

(liability  of  owners,  &c.,  for  provisions  for 

quarantined  personi),  6087 
Qaeeatland  Sugar  Cane  Fields :  Labour,  f., 
^5368,  5467  .  t 

Qoeitions :  Qnotatifus,        5370 ;  notice  ox, 

^.0.,  8229 
Seat  of  Goremment,  m.,  atSo 
Senate  : 

Election,  South  Australia,  g.,  9421,  tatox 
Position  and  RighU  of,  obs.,  116S7 
Shipping  Ring,  loSaS 
Standing  Orden  Comminee,  m.,  36 
Steamship  Service :  Victoria  and  Singapore, 
5647 

Stores.  Tenders  for,  9-.  904» 

Supply  Bill   (No.  3).   aB-,  s879i  Tb« 

Parliameot,  5881,  <S&^ ;  3»-.  5907  * 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4)1  »«■>  63'4, 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aB.,  iiwo 
Telegraph    Construction    Braocb :  Painters' 

Wages,  tf.,  58^7 
Tobacco  Combine :  Tariff,  ad}.^  ao47  >  Se>«ct 

Committee,  m.,  3050,  3058 
Wirelesf  Telegraphy,  suffly,  4051 

MoVUIIauM,  Mr.  W.  Fnmiiin: 

Adjournment,  Special,  ».«  741 
Agricultural    Machinery :     Excite,  Budget, 
3984-5 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  813 :  com.,  (specification  of 
bonatiet),  1058;  schedule  (mohair),  1097; 
(olives),  1117;  (rice),  1189;  (coffee),  laia; 
(preserved  fish),  1301;  (dried  fruits),  1317 

Budget,  2078 

Business,  Precedence  of  Goremment,  m..  2803 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12094 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.,  (Taxation 

by  States),  3887 
Customs  Tariff   Bill,   tons,   req.,  (Ste.irine, 

paraffine  wax,  &c.),  10510;  (hay  and  chaff), 

»o544i   (glo"*).   »oS78j   (hnU,  caps,  &c.). 

10603;  (timber),  11044.    {S§t  Tariff  Resolu. 

tions  (Customs).} 
I>efence : 

Cadet  Head  Covering,  10130 

Derwent  Infantry  Regiment,  q.,  a  122 

Military  Officers,  q.,  9090 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

q.,  7296 

Finance,  Commonwealth  and  States,  Budget, 
2978;    payment  of  monthly  balances, 
ir74i 

Friction  between  Commonwealth  and  States, 

Budget,  2981 
High  Commissioner,  suffly,  8975 
Immigration  :  Land  Question,  suffly,  8974 
lnv.ilid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  torn. 
(who  may  receive  pensions),  11965 ;  (pay- 
ment to  minister  of  religion,  &c.,  for  pen- 
sions), 11981 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  aR.,  730;  epm.  (power  to  make  survey), 
740 

Mail  Contracts  ; 

Cold  Storage,  adj.,  600 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6485,  6502 

Tasmanian,  g.,  6523,  rr4i9 


McWillums,  Mr.  W.  ^.—eantinued 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill, 'al.,  6273; 
com.  (authority  to  pay  boimties),  iaiyi 

Mining  Industry,  Budget,  2084 

New  Protection,  Budget,  2985;  q.,  10132  , 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,   3978.    [See  Invalid 
and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Papua:  Mortality  of  Natives,  suffly,  6289; 
S't  67»5»  9766!  suffly,  8975;  Native  In. 
dented  Labourers  ;  Rdgulations,  sffflyt 
8975  ■  tn.,  9300,  11744 ;  Appointment  of 
Administrator,  q.,  9763;  Land  Settlement, 
q.,  10606,  10652}  German  Boundary, 
11385;  Officials  and  Land  Transactions,  q., 
1 1524 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,,  int.,  1917 
Port  Davey :  Telephone  .Communication,  q., 
6505 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 

Cabinet    Committee    of    Inquiry,  suffijf, 
10155 

Centralization,  suf^y,  9791,  I0154-5 
Correspondence,  Delays  i&  Answering,  suf- 


fy,  10155. 
ifen 


Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4788 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  770,  2^29 
Printing  OfiBce,  suffly,  359X 
Public  Service  : 
Appeal  Courts,  tuffly,  9774 
.Blaknev,  Mr.   E.  A.,  Casa  of,  8818; 
suffly,  10154 
Commissioner,  suffly,  9773 
Vacancies,  Notification  of,  q.,  9684;  suffiy, 

Fnbl^^orlcs,  suffly,  9791 

Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  518;  eom.,  (scope  of 
quarantine),  1527;  (proclamation  of  ports  of 
entry),  1558;  (fumigation  of  vessels  to  de- 
stroy vermin),  1620;  (power  to  destroy  dis- 
eased plants),  1730 ;  (examination  or  im* 
ported  animals),  1766 ;  new  clause  (repeal 
of  State  Laws),  1770 

Sitting,  days  and  hours  of,  adj.,  6187;  f., 
11703 

Sutet  Debts,  Budget,  2981 
Sugar  Industry,  Budget,  2983 

Supply  t 

External    Affairs    (Administrative),  8974-5 ; 

(Papua),  8975 
Home    Affairs    (Public    Service  Commis- 
.    sioner),  9773;  (Public  Works  Staff),  9791; 
(Miscellaneous),  9890 
Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10153 
Works  and  Building!  (Treasury),  3591 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.,  Extemu  Affairs: 

(Papua),  6289 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aK.,  11855 
Tariff,  m.,  3978  : 
British  Goods,  f[.,  1747,  1868 
Tasmania :  Notice  of  new  duties,  q.,  1747 
Timber  Duties :    Rebate  on  fruit  cases, 
6421 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Acetylene  Gas  Appliances,  Ac,  6S09 

Bags,  &c.,  5736 
Barley,  5348 

Blankets,  Flannels,  &c.,  5718 

Blue,  4788 

Buckets,  &c.,  7139 

Electrical  Machinery,  6807 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10578 

Hatfl,  Caps,  ftc,  eons,  rrj..  1060* 

Hay  and  C^affigi^%t/ vraOwfU 
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McWilliams,  Mr.  W.  ].— continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Lamps,  6043 

Mining  EngiDes,  6784,  6796 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  &c.,  6663 
'  Pa^r,  Manufactures  of,  7174,  7181 
Printing  Inks,  7345 
State  Importations,  7437 
Stearine,   Paraffine  wax,  &c.,  5151 ;  com. 

reg.,  105  ID 
Su^ar,  4693 

Timber,  7053,  7087;    cons,  ref.,  11044 

Type,  Printeis'.  6765 

Vehicles,  7x90 

iSee  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tumaniao  Fiaancet,  Budget,  agSo 
Tasmanian  Ntails :  Carriage  from  Melbourne, 

9',  1973.  6523 
Transferred    Properties,    suffly^   9890;  3., 

U703,  11741 
Woollen  Industry,  Budget,  3983 

KilUn.  SenatOT  ^n.   B.  D.,  New  South 

Walts : 

Additional    Appropriation     Bill     1905-6  and 

1906-7,  IK.,   11623 ;  3R.,  1 1697 
Additional    Appropriation    Bill    1907-8,  com.. 

Schedule :    Postmaster-General,  11620-1 
Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill  1907-8,  m.s.o.t  11631;  3K.,  11688; 
com..  Schedule  (Home  Affairs),  11691-6 
Address-in-Reply,  obs.,  39;  m.,  40 
Adjournment  :  Leave  of  Absence,  m.,  6297 
Adjournments,  Special  :  Women's  Work  Ex- 
hibition, m,,  4894;  Christmas  vacation,  m., 
6415 ;   Tuesday  SiHings,  m.,  7789,  10073, 
113" 

Appropriation  Bill,  iR.,  10260 ;  3X.,  10369; 
com..  Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  10304 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Bntldings)  Bill,  3«., 
3804,  3811;  com.y  (application),  3930;  (De- 
fence), 4038;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  4045; 
(External  Affairs),  4063;  3R.,  4146 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  q., 
4035;  2R.,  4483;  com.,  (Burden  of  Proof), 
4919,  4933;  q.y  7566,  7653,  8507,  8s55 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  recom.,  (stale  cheque), 
3410 

Bounties  Bill,  as.,  3^2$;  ^-fm.,  First  Schedule ; 
(mohair),  3377;  (copra),  3394,  3396;  (rice), 
{f  o.,  3479)1  3483;  (rubber),  3569;  (coffee), 
3723-4;  (tobacco),  3737;  (fish),  4263;  (wool 
tops),  43QO;  Second  Schedule,  4393;  com. 
mes.,  6410-1-3 
Business:  Order  of,  m.,  33;   adj.,  157,  6)^4, 

8284;  q.,  11579 
Chairman  of  Committees  :  Votes,  f  a.,  8757- 
Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3684.  370c:  q.,  1800 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  12107 
Commerce  Act :  State  Officers,  suffly,  6353 
rommonwealth  Sniaries  Bill,  31.,  r82^ 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  q.,  T70i,  7926 
Customs  Certificates  r  British  Goods,  m.,  1959 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  m.t,o.,  7553;  2».,  7574  j 
com.  (short  title),  7622;  Despatch  of  Busi- 
ness, obs.,  7895;  f.o.,  7897,  7901;  obs.,()i^% 
m.r.c.,    10041:    ad.    Tff.,    10044:  m.s.o., 
loS^t ;  m.,  iii;83;  recom.,  11682;  Schedule; 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  9238-9 
Addinc     Mkchines,    Sc.,    8625-6;  cons. 

rtq.,  10037 
Agricultural .  frc. ,  Machinery  and  Imple- 
ments, 8587-8-9,  8591 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E-  'D.—continued. 

Cnstomi  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— ^tfitfiiHM^. 
Ale,  &c.t  7624 

Ammonia  \f.o.,  9346-7),  9276-9 
Antimony,  &c.,  9173 
Animals,  7654-7 

Apparel  and  Attire,  8198,  8203-9,  8213 
Arms,  8557-8-9,  8560;  cons,  req.,  10934 
Arrowroot,  7953 
Art,  Works  of,  9937 
Artificial  Plants,  Stc,  8350-1 
Atomisers,  9925 
Bags,  Sacks,  &c.,  8218,  8330 
Bayonets,  &c.,  8349 
Bicycles,  &c.,  9816-9 
Blacking,  &c.,  8365-7-8 
Blankets,  &c.,  8333,  8254-9 
Blue,  cons,   req.,  10844 
Boats,  &c.,  9901 
Boots,  &C-,  9661-3 
Bottles,  8496-7-8,  8500 
>     Bronzing,  &c.,  Powders,  8374-6 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  9648 
Butter  and  Cheese,  7699 
Carbide  of  Calcium,  9259,  9268 
Carbonic  Acid  Gas,  9254 
Carpets,  &c.,  8261-6;  com.  reg.,  10935 
Chaff-cutters,  Ac,  8579 
Coffee,  7777.  7781 
Coir  Mats,  &c.,  8275 

Confectionery,  7734,  7742-4 ;  ad.  ref., 
^  '«H4 

Cornflour,  7906,  7914-5 

Cosies,  &c.,  828a 

Cresylic  Acid,  &c.,  9273-4 

Curtains,  ftc,  8288;  eons,  req.,  1093S 

Cutlery, .^flw.  req.,  10936 

Drugs  and  Chemicals,  9272 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  8889,  8891, 

9043-4-8,  9053-7»  9061 ;  cons,  req.,  1094ft- 

50 

Elertrical    Machines,    &c.,    8805,  8869. 

8873-7;  cent,  req.,  10943-7,  «"59» 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fish,  7783-4-6,  7799 
Fishing  Lines,  9917 
Fruits,  dried,  7808,  7810,  7838,  9949 
Furniture,' 0H4-S-8.  93S0 
Furs,  &c.,  8289 
Galvaniierl  Iron,  frc.,  8560-7-8 
Ginger,  7833 
Glass,  8483-8,  8491-3-6 
Gloves,  8294-6;  cons,  req.,  10938-33 
Glue,  Sec,   8503,    8514-S-8;    eons,  reg., 

I  "35 

Goods  exported  for  repairs,  9945 

Grain  and  Pulse,  7893 

Graphite,  &c.,  St68-9,  8370-2 

HaU,  830a,  8318-9,  8331 

Hay  .ind  Chaff,  7028;  eons,  req.,  10857 

Insecticides;  Sheepwashes,  ftc,  9381, o3M 

Iron  and  Steel  (VU.),  9187 

Iron  Pipes,  9079 

Lamps,  &c.,  8568.  8571 

Leather,  ftc,  9677 

Lead,  Sheet,  ftc,  8572;  eons,  req.,  10935 

Licht-pausrohpapier.  9814 

Liquorice.  7758,  "-6o-i ;  eons,  req.,  10856 

Locks,  9177;    eons,  req.,  iot)t;S 

Log  Band  Saws.  86ti  ;  cons,  req.,  10040 

Machines  and  Machinery,  n.e.i.,  86q4-^-6-7 

Machines,    n.e.i..    and  /^TChioF, |  joolt, 

8704;  {t.o..  BjgiiiMd^jy^OUyie 


Jtdy  3,1907,  to  June  5,  1908. 


Millea,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — continued. 
.Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedole) — continued. 
Hanufacturcs   of    MeUl,    n.e.i.,  8734-6, 

8734-6.7-9,    87411    (P.O.,    8749.  8753); 

8755-6-7.  8760 
Matches,  7990,  800s,  8010 
Meats,  &c.,  8016 
Medicines,  9294 
Mine  VeoUlatiDg  Fans,  8684 
Minmg  Uachinery,  8796 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8626-8,  8631-9; 

{f.o.,  8644-5-6-7);  8656,  8660.1 
Mustard,  eons,  req.,  10868 
Nails,  8604-7,  8612 
NuU,  S037 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8042-3-4-5-6,  8053,  8o6t 
Oils,  8387-8,  8403,  8414-6-7,  8434;  f.c., 

8441,  8446;  cons,  req.,  11224 
Paint  Removers,  &c.,  8473 
Paints,  8451-6,  8462;  {f.o.,  8464);  8466-9. 

8471 

Paper,  &c;,  9680-3,  9746,  9756,  9760,  9799; 

cons,  req.,  11311 
Parasols,  &c.,  8325-6 
Perambulators,  &c.,  9824 
Piece  Goods,  8122-5,  S>34i  8>4ti*  SiS^-^t 

816^,  8170-9 
Printing  Ink,  9803-4 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8522-4.4 
Pulley  Blocks,  &c,,  8669 
Rails  &c.,  9067,  9072 
Rice,  8068,  8073,  8087;  cont.  req..  10871 
Rock-boriog  Machines,  cons,  req.,  10942 
Roofing  Tiles,  &c.,  8478 
Rubber,  Ac,  Hose,  9667,  9670  f 
Rubber  Manufactutes,  n.e.i.,  9671 
Saccharin,  9372 
Salt,  8088,  S090 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7664 
Shafts,  9642 

Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  8589,  8591 
Slate  Slabs,  8528,  8530-2 
Soap,  8095.7 

Socks,  &c.,  8334-7-8-9,  8340-3-5 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  9937 
Standards,  &c.,  9179,  9181-2-3;  cent,  req., 
10960 

Starch  Flours,  8ioo-i-2 

Stearine,  Paraffine  Viax,  &c,  771a;  eons. 

req.,  10851-3 
Stereoscopic  Views,  9934 
Stone  and  Marble,  8532,  8546-7-8,  8551-2 
Straw,  7944 
Strawboard,  9746,  9756 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8583-5 
Surgical,  &c.,  Appliances,  9943 
Tall«w,  &c.,  8376-7,  8380-1-t) 
Tanks,  86r8 

Tea,  8107,  8114;  cons,  req.,  10922 
Tents,  Ac,  8346-7 

Timber,   9449,  9456,  9543    (f.o.,  9552), 

9558;  £OHS.  req.,  I1253.6 
Tobacco,  7637,  7644-7;  eont.  req,.  1084a 
Type,  &c.,  8767 

Vegetables,  Herbsj  dried,  7874-5-9 
Voltoids  of  Sal-ammoniac,  9276-9 
Waddings,  Ac,  8326-7-9,  8331-2 
Wheels,  Steel,  Ac,  9183-5-6 
Wicker,  Ac,  9571 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7627 
Wire  Netting,  9142 
Days  and  Hours  o{  Meeting,  m.^  30,  7573; 
7789;  m„  8077 


Millen,  Senator  Hon.  E.  D. — cmUinued. 
Defence : 

Bri^ne  RiSe  lUnge,  suffly,  4038 
Colah  Land  Purchase,  suffly,  11691 
Corps  of  Guides,  suffly,  8999 
Horses,  suffly,  8995-6 

Lithgow ;   Land   for   Small-arms  Factorr, 

sufply,  11696 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  47 
Sabmarincsj  q.,  7754 
Defence  Bill,  jr.,  5684 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
5581 ;  com.  (pendmg  petitions),  5599; 
(qualifications  and  vacancies),  5651 ;  reeom. 
(pending  petitions),  5775-6-8 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  re- 
quest  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  86(6-7 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Right  of  reply  to  Min- 
isterial Statement  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m., 

^7*97.  7?o« 

Dissent  from  Rnliiw :  Stage  for  moving  re- 
quest on  Item  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  w., 
8715 

Dobson,  Senator,  Leave  of  Absence  for,  m.^ 
10921 

Electoral  Act,  suffly,  8988 
Excite  Procedure  Bill,  int.,  4480 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
5755.  5781;  q.,  5857.  6189;  suffly, 

5902 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  2b.,  12105 
Federal  Capital,  address,  51 ;  suffly,  8980 
Financial  relations,  Commonwealtn  and  States, 

address.  51;  suffly.  3806,  3811,  ioj7i  ;  q.^ 

11381 

Government,  position  of  the,  address,  40 

Governor-General,  new,  q.,  9352 

High  Commissioner,  ad^ess,  51 

High  Court,  address,  51 

Immigration,  addresst  51  ;  q.,  4^44 

Income  Tax:  Federaf  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  51 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pension  s  Bill,  adj.. 
11909;  2R.,  12000;  com.  (who  may  receive 
pensions),  12026;  (persons  disqualified), 
12030;  (invalid  pensions:  commmcement), 
12031;  (investigation  by  Registrar),  12035-7;. 
(Benevolent  Asylum  inmates),  12037 

Judiciary  Bill,  as.,  581 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  address,  50;  adj.,  879;  aR.,  1233 

Land,  New  South  Wales,  applications  for,  g.. 
4705 

Lapsed  Votes,  suffly,  138 

Linlithgow,  Death  of  Marquis  of,  m.,  8504 

London  Offices,  g.,  3796;  suffly,  3804,  4063,. 

4146;   q.,  436a.  7700 
Mail  Contracts  : 
Cancelled,  address,   41 ;  q.,   249 ;  suffly 
1051  _  • 

Mail   Service   to    Europe,  q.,    5560,  5746, 

6060 ;  m.,  6092,  6194 
Vancouver  :    Refund    of    Fine    to  Union 
_  Steam-ship  Company,  suffly.  11621 
Maitland   Coal   Miners :  Postmaster-General. 
ad}  :  8360 

Meteorologists :  International  Conference,  a., 

8422  • 
Meteorology,  suffly,  139 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  10919 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  8867 

Northern  Territory,  address^yt;  q.,  12^2;  suf-- 
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Millen,  Seoator  Hon.  £.  D. — (ontinued. 

Officers'  CompeosatioD  Bill,  2K.,  10052;  eom., 
(payments),  10064-6;  (Title),  10070 

Old-age  PessioDS,  address,  51 ;  compulsory  life 
assurance,  in.,  6019  {see  Invalid  and  Old- 
age  Pensions  Bill) 

Old-age    Pensions   Appropriation    Bill,  2s., 

Opium  Smuggling,  q.,  8699 
Opposition,  Leader  of  the,  obs.t  6393 
Papers,  printing  of,  m.,  248,  12102 
Papua,   suffly,    5885 ;    German   claims,   f ■« 
1 1300 

Parliament :  Accommodation,  mffiy,  8980 
Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   sK.,   2083  j 

cam.   (amount  of  allowance),  ari8 
Parliamentary  P^wrs  Bill,  aB.,  12128;  ecm- 
(qo    action    for   publishing  Parliamentary 
Papers),  12131 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
AccouotSi,  suffly,  8903,  10370 
Additional   Permanent   Hands :   Mr.  Man- 
ger's Speech,  q.,  7795 
Disorganization :    Committee   of  Inquiry, 
suffly,  8900,  9003;  q..  9137;  adj.,  9525; 
9632,  9735 ;  suffly,  10371 
Money  Order  Branch  :  Advance  from  New 
South    Wales    Savings    Bank,  suffly, 
ii6jo-i 

Tenders  for  Material,  suffty,  9006 

Post  and  Telegraph  Ofifiiees : 
Sydney  Railway  Station  Post  Office,  suffly, 
4045 ;  expl.,  4143 

Preferential  Trade,  aadrest,  53 

Printing  Committee,  obs,,  4463;  m.,  4466)  8328 

Printing  Office,  Melbourne,  suffly,  8993 

Privilege  :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 
m.,  10004,  10356;  ad.  ref.,  11993 

Produce,  transport  of,  address,  4(1 

Public  Service : 
Plebiscite  of  Officers,  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department :  Grievaace^  q.,  7704 

Pulsford,  Senator,  leave  of  al»ence  for,  m.. 
1330,  4896,  9139 

Quarantine  Bill,  3K.,  4399;  com.  (hoisting  of 
quarantine  signal),  5997;  (signal),  5998; 
(no  person  to  quit  vessel  subject  to  quaran- 
tine), 6001 ;  (performance  of  quarantine  hy 
goods),  606a;  (examination  of  imported  ani- 
mals), 6066;  (liability  of  owners,  &c.,  for 
provisions  for  quarantined  persons),  6o7jC, 
6083;  (persons  able  to  support  themselves), 
6220;  (owners  liable  for  services  of  medical 
officer),  6221 ;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated}, 
6223-4 

Questions,  supervision  of,  q.,  9893 
Remounts  for  India,  q..  8867;  suffly,  8902; 

adj.,  10073  i  q.,  10253 
Senate  : 

Rights  of,        11583!  obs.,  ri683 
Vacancy  :  South  Australia,  q.,  3558;  w.,  4396 
Shipping:   Differential   Treatment,  q.,  11983, 
12100 

Starch:  Increase  of  Price,  q.,  3513,  3556.3683 
Sugar,  Surtax  on  Australian,  q.,  9138 
Supply   Bill  (No.  i),   m.s.o.,  39;    i»..  138! 
torn..  Schedule,  Home   Affairs :  (meteoro- 
logy). 139 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2)  com.  (application),  ig^S; 
Schedule  (contingencies),  1948-q;  External 
Affairs  :  (Laing  and  Company's  Bond),  1951 ; 
Postmaster-General :  (Refunds  of  Revenue), 
1951-2;  3B..  1953 


Millea,  Senator  Hon.  "E.  D. — ecnlinued. 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  eom..  Schedule :  External 
Affairs  :  (Papua),  5885 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  jw.i.tf.,  6300;  cffm.  (ap- 
plication), 6347;  Schedule,  6348;  Trade  and 
Customs  :  (Commerce  Act),  6353 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  is.,  8900;  com..  Sche- 
dule :  The  Parliament,  £^ ;  Home  Affairs 
(Electoral  Act),  8988;  Treasury  (Govern- 
ment Printing  Office),  8992;  Defence,  8995-. 
6-9;  Post  and  Telegraphs,  9003-6 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  q.,  ii38r ;  ik.,  11874; 
eom.  (commencement),  11903-6-8 

Tariff,  11863 
Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government, 

q.,  2178 
Revenue,  q.,  7791,  7926 
Statement  by  Treasurer,  q,,  11863 

Tariff  Revision,  address,  49 

TAeeraph  and  Telephone  Service : 
Delayed  Telegrams,  g.,  7752 
Poles,  q..  3363 
Tobacco  Combine :  Tariff,  adj.,  2048 
Transferred  Properties,  suf^y,  3809 
Treaanrer's  Advance  Account,  suffly,  11689 
Trusts  {set  Australian  Industries  Preserva- 
tion Bill) 
Voting  Machines,  n.,  1269;  q.,  8698 
Walker,  Senator,  leave  of  -,  absence  for, 
9139,  10921 

Wire  Nettmg,  q..  1926,  3405.  [See  Customs 
Tariff  Billf 

Muloahy,  Senator  Hon.  B.,  Tasmania  : 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  1907-8,  iL, 
11501 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill  1907-8,  IS.,  11632 

Address-in-Reply,  397 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  13150 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  11468,  11581, 
11983 

Advertising  Anstralia :     Pxess  Cable  Rates, 

adj.,  767 

Appropriation  Bill,  com. ;  The  Parliament, 
10285-90 ;  Home  Affairs :  (Miscellaneous), 
10307 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  as., 
3919;  (tfin.,  (Defence),  4045;  (Post  and  Tele- 
graph), 4047;  (Telegraphs  and  Telef^iones), 
4050  ^ 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  r#iif., 
(power  of  Comptroller-General  to  question, 
Ac),  5086,  5102 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  earn.,  (application  of 
State  Laws),  r97i-a;  (protection  of  banker), 

3200 

Boimties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (copra), 
3405;  (rice),  3485;  (coffee),  3719;  »r#M.. 
4840 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  34 

Cable     Communication  :     Tasmania,  tuffly, 

4050;  King  Island,  q.,  11864 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2S.,  13125 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.,  (Taxation 

by  States),  1049,  1579 
Customs  Certificates :  British.^oods,  n.,  i960 
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ICoIcahy,  Senator  Hon.  £. — eontinued. 
Customs  TariS  Bill,  2R.,76o9i  ad.  nf.,  19046; 
reeom.,  116S6 ;  Schedule  : 

Agricultural,  &c.,  Machinery  uid  Imple- 
ments, 8587-8 
Ammonia,  f.e.,  9250 
Apparel  and  Attire,  Siiy-S,  8205,  ^\y,ad. 
««»47 

Blankets,  ftc,  8233-3,  8251 ;  ad,  ref.,  10047 

Blue,  7688,  7697 

Butter  3od  Cheese,  7700 

Carbide  of  Calcium,  9258,  9266-8 

Carpets,  Sc.,  8271-3-5 

Confectionery,  7727 

Cosies,  &c.,  8277-q,  8280-4-6 

Curtains,  &c.,  8287 

Drugs  and  Chemicals,  9271-2 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9057-9 

Electrical  Machinery,  8803-6 

Electrical  Machines,  &c.,  W73 

Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  848r 

Fire  Extinguishers,  .8773«5 

Fruits,  Dried,  7819 

Furniture,  0381 

Galvanised  TtoD}  &c.,  8564 

Gloves,  8293-4;  cons,  reg.,  ri594 

Hats,  &c.,  8298 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7q36 

Locks,  9176 

Locomotives,  Traction  Engines,  &c.,  8663 
Loimgei  and  Settees,  9380 
Malt  Extract,  79^7 
Manures,  9908 

Motive   Power    Macbineiy,  8627; 

8651) 
Nails,  8604-6 
Oilmen's  Stores,  8062 
Oils,  8394,  8427 
Onions,  7885 
Paints,  8460 

Paper,  &c.,  cons,  re^.,  11313 
Photographic  Requisites,  9931-2-5-6 
Pianos,  9894 

Piece    Goods,    S124-5-6-8,    8143.  8150-3, 
8159,  8166-8,  8173-8,  8 1 84-5-6-7-8.  8r9o-3; 
ad.  ref..  10047;  "594 
Printing  Roller  Composition,  8«2t 
Pnlley  Blocks,  Blowers,  ftc,  8669 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  eons,  rtq,,  11317 
Stone  and  Marble,  854S 
Tea,  8115 

Timber,  9432,  9458,  9464-5;  eons,  re^., 

I 1308,  11607 
Type,  4c.,  877a 
Yarns,  9919,  9921-2-3 
Days  and  Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8078 
Defence  : 
Barrack  Reserve,  Hobut,  2615 
Hobart  Rifle  Range,  suffly,  4045 ;  414a 
One  Tree  Point  Battery,  q.,  4142 

Dissent  from  Ruling ;  Admissibilitv  of  re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),        8651,  9350 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clause  (ex- 
clusion ol  lawyers),  qia8 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  q.. 
5560;  adj.,  5747 

Federal  Capital,  addrtts,  402 

Finance,  Commonwealth  and  State,  suffly, 
II 501 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aR.,  taoio 
Interstate     Communication :  Commonwealth 
Responsibility,  q.,  11865 


Mulcahy,  Senator'  Hon.  'E.—totttimied. 
Kalgoorlie  to  'Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  address,  403;  2R.,  1337;  com.,  (power 

to  make  survey),  1477;  f.,  8329 
London  Offices,  q.,  3683  j  adj.,  3731 ;  suffly, 

3020 
Mail«Contiacts : 

Cancelled,   address,  400;  g.,  8672,  8868j 
suffly,  8923 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  jh.,  6213 

Tasmania,  adj.,  768;  suffly,  4047 
Northern  Territory,  address,  401 
Officers*  Compensation  Bill,  com,,  (payments), 

10059-63 

Officers,  Services  of,  adj.,  12150 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  11502.  {See  Invtilid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Pair  Book,  Entries  in,  m.,  3503 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2R.,  2090 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  aR.,  12130;  com. 

(no    action'  for    publishiug  Parliamentary 

Papers),  12 134 
Parties,  Position  of,  address,  403 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices ; 

Melbonme  General  Post  Office,  suffly,  4047 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Disorganization,     Committee    of  Inquiry, 
953° 

Tattersall's    Sweeps    Correspondence :  TaS- 
manian  Bank's  action,  q.,  8364 
.  Tenders  :  British  Preference,  q.,  8868 ;  suf- 
fly, 8923 
Preferential  Voting,  address,  403 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  1566,  5647 
Privilege :  Select  Committee  upon  Procedure, 

m.,  10008  , 
Public  Service  : 

Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.  :  riassificiuion  and  pro- 
motion,      770a,  7796,  8364-S.  8554,  8867 

Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  suffly,  10307 
Quarantine  Bill,  as.,  ^202 ;  com.,  (powers  of 

Commonwealth),  5490 
Secret  Drugs :  Mr.  Beale's  Report,  8286 
Senate  : 

Clerk  :  Usher,  suffly,  10285-90 

Rights  of,  obs..  1 1686 

Vacancy  :  South  Australia,  m.,  4736 
Standing  Orders  Comniittee,  m.,  37 
State  Premiers'  Conferences,  address,  400 
Supply  Bill  (No  a),  com.,  (application),  1934 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  8923 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aK.,  11897 
Tariff  Revision,  address,  397,  401 
Tasmanian  Finances,  address,  397 
Telephone  Subscribers;   Supplementary  Lists, 

q.,  1 1865 

Tobacco    Combine  :    Select  Committee, 

Voting  Machines,  q.,  11472 
Wireless  Telegraj^y,  suffly,  4050 

Needham,  Senator  B.,  Western  Australia: 

Address- in -Reply,  p 
Additional   Appropriation   Bill,  1907-8, 
i'5'a 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  com.,  schedule,  11696 
Adjournments  of  Senate,  suffly.  1856;  special 

adjournment,  m.,  7788 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5893-4,  10278-9 
Agricultural  Implement  Makers,  m.,  650 
American  Fleet,  viwt,  q.^-ii^q  1 
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Needham,  Senator  E. — continued. 

Appropriation  Bill,  aL,  10278;  tem.f  (Ex' 
temal  Affairs),  10395,  10302;  (Attomey- 
Genera!},  i03o>;  (Home  Affairs),  10307, 
10308;  (Treasury),  10371 ;  (Defence),  10^9 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  2K., 
3924;  com.  schedule  (Commonwealth  ^Offices, 
London),  4075 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  sk., 
4589 ;  com.    (Burden  of  proof),  5013,  503a, 

BilU,  initiatioD  of,  in  Senate,  imffly,  1856 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.   (application  of 

State  laws),  1706 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.,  earn,  (minimum  rale 

of  wages),  2770;  First  Schedule  (rice),  {f-o.), 
3476,  3477;  (coffee),  3583;  (coffee),  3713;  (to- 
bacco),  4345 
Business  of  Session,  adj.,  1712,  9191 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2B.,  12134 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Bill,  int.,  5467 
Customs  Act,  breachei,  g.,  3463 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  reeem.,  11683.   Schedule  : 
Bananas  {f.o.,  78S6) 
Biscuits,  7679 
Blacks,  &c.,  8473 
Blankets,  8338,  1^239  (f.o.,  8260) 
Blue,  7690 

Bronzing  Powders,  &c.,  8376 
Candles,  7710 
Carpets,  8265 
Codec,  7765 
Confectionery,  7746 
Engines,  &c.,  8671 

Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  9049,  9051; 

'cons,  req.,  10948  • 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7812 
Ginger,  7831 

Gram  and  Pulse,  prepared,  7894 

Hats,  ftc,  8307,  8^22 

Iron  pipes,  &c.,  Q076 

Iron  and  steel  tubes,  &c.,  9086 

Macaroni,  Sec,  79^5 

Machinery,   &c.,  8706 

Manufactures  of  metals  n.e.i.  (f.o.,  8757) 

Matches,  8000,  8003,  8008 

Milk.  8026 

Motive  power  machinery,  86.^ 
Oils,  8390;  eons,  req.,  11331,' 11233 

Paints,  &c.,  84';3 
Parasols,  &c.,  832^ 
Piece  Goods,  8188 
Rice,  eons,  req.,  10873 
Strawboard,  9752 
Tanks,  8613 
Tea,  8113 

Timber  (f.o.,  9550),  9555 
Trimmings,  AC',  n.e.i., 
Vegetables,  dried,  4c.,  7876 
Vehicles,  9823 
Wine,  Sparkling,  762^,  7629 
Wood,  Articles  of,  9572-3,  9576-9 
Works,  of  Art,  9936,  9938 
Defence  : 
Barracks,  Fremantle,  tupfly.  11696 
Breach  of   Discipline,  Fremantle,  titfply, 
10380 

Camps,  Annual,  suffly,  10379 

Naval   Agreement,  addrest,  77;  y.,  1131? 

supfly,  3924,  11512-3 
Naval  Officer's  Report,  g..  9633 
Naval  Subsidy,  g.,  2^14 
Policy,  Statement  of,  suf^y,  5873-4,  6311 


Needham,  Senator  E. — eotUinutd. 

Defence — eontinmed. 

Rifle  Clubs,  suffly,  10380 

Saddles,  Military,  q.,  10920;  suffdyt  11138 

Torpedoes,         1813-4,  447ii   "^oif  11580; 
^tt^y-  »856-7,  1927,  10380,  12138 

Uniforms,  q..  9796,  11303;  suffiy,  10380; 
Cadets,  11580 
Decimal  Comage,  10369 
Disputed    Elections    and  Qualifications  Bill, 

reeom.  (sending  petitions),  5780 
Electoral  Act,      9633,  9796;  suffly,  12145 
Elections,  General,  address,  78 
Electoral   Department,  address,   ;8;  sufflft 

1856,  6351,  10379 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  suffly,  11512 
Fremantle  Dock,       6191,  7977,  8700,  10369; 

suffly,  6311-2 
Government.  Printing   Office,   suffly,  10371, 

11514-5;  m.,  11865 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  3797;  suffly,  10295-6. 

(See  London  Offices  of  Communwealtb.) 
Home  Affairs,  administration,  suffly,  1856 
Immigration,  address,   78-9 ;  suffly,  58193-4, 

10278-9;   q.,  8156,  8330,  8331 
Imperial  Conference,  addren,  77 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3R.,  uooS; 

tern,  (persona  disqualified),  12033 ;  (payment 

procedure),  13037 

Ka^oorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  addttstt 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  2S.,  f.o.,  1137.  1145 
Labour  Party,  attitude  of,  address,  79 
Land    Policy,   address,   79 ;    suffly,  10378-9 
Lighthouses,  suffly,  10308 
Linotype  Operators,  m.,  3829,  5402 ;  suffly, 

6353 

Tendon  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly. 
1924,  4075,  5885,  10295-6,  12144.  [See  High 
Commissioner.) 

Mail  Service  fo  Europe,  m.,  6207,  6353;  f., 
7652 

Mail  Steamers,  Commonwealth,  3838 
Medical  Officers,  suffly,  10307 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  79 
Northern  Territory,  address^  77-8 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  eom.  (J.  Wilsoo), 
10063 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  78 

Order  of  Businen,  »ht.,  651 

Pair  Book,  Entries,  m.,  3504 

Paper,   tenders   for   preference   to  Britain, 

suffly,  10371 
Papua,  suffly,  10302 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3*.,  2191 
Parliament  House  t  Entertainment   of  Straa- 

gers,  adj.,  6093 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  eom.   (no  actioa 

for  publishing  copies),  12136 
Parliamentary   Wilneues  Bill,   rom.  (etcape 

from  custody),  764 
Post  Offices  : 

Moora,  q.,  5178 
Postal  Service  : 

Delay  in  delivery  of  letters,  adj.,  1055 

Motor  cars,  q.,  4471,  8423 

Stores,  q.,  8423 

Uniform  Stamp,  Board,  Report  of,  smffly, 

5874-S.  5906.  6353  (^n,r\n]e> 
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MeedhaiQt  Senator  E. — continued. 
Preferential  Freight  Charges,  Westero  Ana- 

Ualia,       649,  37i>8,  8039 
Preferential  Voting,  addttsi,  78 
Prime  Minister,  actioni  of,  in  England,  ad- 

dreis,  77 

Public    Servants;     ctTic    poutioni,  suffly, 

10379-80 

Public  Service  : 
Allowances,    Westero     Australia,  ^ffiyt 

10280*  12146 
Commissioner,  suffty,  10280 
Regulations,  m.,  693 

Quarantine  Bill,  alt.,  4397 ;  com.  (arrange* 
ment  with  States),  5308;  (proclamation  of 
ports),  5488 ;  (liability  of  owners  for  ex- 
penses), 0087 ;  (persons  able  to  support  them- 
selves),  6ai8,  6220;  (vaccination),  6221 

Royal  Agricultural  Sliuw,  adjournment,  m.. 
«)63 

Senate  : 

Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4830 
Rights  of,  ebs.,  11683 

Supply  Bill  (No.  I),  1908-9,  IB.,  12138;  eom.t 
(Schedule),  (External  Affairs),  12144;  (Home 
Affairs),  12145,  12146 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  iK.,  1856 

Suppiv  Bill  (No.  3).  iR.,  5873;  com.  (Sche- 
dule), (External  Affairs),  ^5,  5893;  (post 
and  telegraphs),  5906 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.^  6311;  earn.,  6351 

Tariff  : 

New    Protection,  Agricultural  Iniptements, 
630 

Protest,  Western  Australian  Parliament,  f.. 

Wire  Nettini^,  f.,  3463 
Tobacco  Combine,  oa;.,  2051 
Trawler,  tender,        1928,  2029,  2070 
Uniform     Postage     Stamp,  Commonwealth, 

q.,  5648;  suffiy,  5874-5,  5906 
Wag&i  in  Australian  States,  addrets,  79 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  y.,  6i8g,   STor,  9537, 

9796;  sMffly,  6312-3 
YeaT'Book,  g.,  11218 

■•lid,    Sanator  Ool.   Hob.  J.  Xew 

South  Wcde»: 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill  1907-8,  iR., 
"5»7 

Address-io-RepIy,  m.,  la 

Adjournment  of  Senate,  address,  13-3;  special 
adjournment,  m.,  7786,  10400,  10962;  Easter 
adjournment,  q..  10353,  10369 

Adjournment,  Formal  :  Repetition  of  Debate, 
f.o.,  2070 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Union,  exft., 
5466;  adj..  549'; 

American  Fleet,  Visit,  q.,  8554,  9138,  9236 

Appropriation  Bill,  3S.,  10385 !  com.  (External 
Affairs),    10294,    10296;    (Defence),  10373, 
10381,  10385,  10386 
Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  BUI,  2R., 
3904.  3930  •  Khedule  (Defence),  3933, 

3034;  (Post  and  Telegraph),  4046;  (Specutl 
Defence),  40^9,  4060,  4001,  4063;  (Common- 
wealth OflSccs,  London),  4069-71;  3R.,  4150 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  3>., 
4585;  com.  (Burden  of  proof,  &c.),  4915, 
311.  {f.o.,  5285) 

Bankruptcy  and  Company  Legislation,  ad- 
dress,  19-21 


Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  }.  C— continued. 
Bounties  Bill,  2R.  {f.o.)t  2446;  m.  (to  postpone 
Bill  until  settlement  of  Tariff),  3149  (f-^-y 
3149-53) ;  com.,  schedule  (New  Zealand  flax), 
3077.   3>53.   3'58;   (mohair),   337a;  (rice), 
3486;  (fish),  4275;  (dates),  4384;  (wool  topsi, 
4191;  ad.  ref.,  4580;  reeom.  {f.o.y  4836), 
4836;  (tobacco),  4907 
Cabinet  Changes,  q..  7544,  7569 
Cameron,  Senator  Lt.-Colonel  :  political  atti- 
tude, address,  13 
Cbairmaa  of  Committee!,  address,  14 
Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3697 ;  q.,  3890 
Coastal   Surrey,  Western  Australia,  suftly^ 
6324-5 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Act,  q.,  7567 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (taxation  by 

States),  955,  958,  1045-7,  '5*8,  1577;  cans. 

amdts.,  4084 
Compulsory  Life  Assurance,  m.,  4196,  6006 
Criminal  Appeals,  f.,  1567 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  order  of  leave,  30;  2R., 

959;  ()**.,  1594;  aE.,  3543;  m.,  2561 
Customs : 

Undermanning,  Sydney,  supply,  6324 
Customs   Tariff    Bill,  iR.,  7545;   2R.,  7580; 
COM.,  (rebate  for  home  consumption),  9950; 
m.j.o.,   10042;  reeom.,   10045;   cons,  reg., 
m.s.a.t  1083^ ;  Schedule  : 
Acetic  Acid,  Ac,  9237,  9338 
Adding  and  Computing   Machines,  eOns. 

req..  10937 
Agricultural  machinery,  8588,  8^95 
Agricultural  machinery,  n.e.i.,  8575,  8576 
'Ammonia,  9239,  9240,  9341,  9242  ip.o., 
9246.  9247,  9348,  9249),  9247;  cons.  req.. 
11237 
Animal  foods,  7920 
Apparel,  &c.,  8118 

AppareL  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8212,  8213,  8216 

Arms,  8556,  8557,  8558 

Arrowroot,  7950,  7953,  7954 

Articles,  n.e.i.,  8217 

Bags,  &c.,  of  calico,  &c.,  8217 

Bananas,  7835,  7854,  787a 

Biscuits,  7680 

BlankeU,  &c.,  8253,  8257 

Blue,  7693,  7696;  eons,  req.,  X0844 

Boots,  &c.,  9662 

Bottles,  8499 

Butter  and  cheese,  7699,  7700 

Candles,  7704,  7711 

Carbide  of  calcium,  0360,  9364,  9369 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  9256 

Carpets,  &c.,  8273 

Coir  mats,  &c.,  8275,  8277 

Coffee,  7769,  7780 

Confectionery,  7736,  7740,  7746,  7747,  7751 
Cosies,  &c.,  8281,  8283,  8284 
Curtains,  Sec,  8289 
Cutlery,  8590 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  cons,  req., 
10950 

Electrical   machinery,   &c.,   8810,  8870, 

8871,  8874,  8876 
Feathers,  8217 

Fire  Brigade  Appliances,  9940 

Fire     Extinguishers,    8773,    8774,  8775, 

8776 
Fish,  7781? 
Fruits,  citrus,  7830 

Fruits  and  vegetables,  7818,  7824,  7827 
Furniture,  9173 


Di^tized  by 


Google 


xcu 


Ind«x  to  Speec}u$. 


Neild,  Senator  CoJ.  Hon.  J.  C.—contiHued. 
Customs  TaiifT  Bill  {SchcdMU)— continued. 
Furs,  &c.,  8389,  8:190,  8393 
Fuse,  9937 

Glass-lenses,  &c.,  8494 
Gloves,  8296 

Glue,  8502,  8508,  8510,  8513,  8515,  8516, 

8517.  8519 
Glycerine,  9397 

Goods  brought  back  to  Australia,  9946 
Grain   and   pulse,   prepared   [f.c.  7900, 
7903,  7905),  7908,  7913,  7914,  7916,  7920 
Graphite,  Ac,  8373,  8374 
Hats,  &c.,  8397  {f.o.  8319) 
Hay  and  chaff,  7931  • 
Honey,  &c.,  7945,  7946 
Hops,  7947,  7949 

Insecticides,  &c.,  9382,  9393;  cons.  req.. 
1 1 339 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  8563 

Isinglass,  8065 

Jewellery,  9655 

Kindergarten  materials,  9806 

Lamps,  8570 

Lara,  &c.,  7730 

Leather,  9677,  9678 

Linseed,  7949 

Linseed  meal,  7949 

Locks,  &c.,  9173.  9175,  9178 

Macaroni,  7957 

Machinery,  &c.,  8701,  8719 

Machinery,  proclaimed,  8733 

Manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.,  8734,  8730, 

8739,  8740,  8744  {f.o.,  8748),  8751 
Malt,  7956 

Malt  extract,  7958,  7959 
Mangles,  &c.,  8574 
Matches,  7970,  8004,  8008 
Meats,  &c..  Soil,  8013,  8013 
Medicines,  9393,  9395 
Milk,  8035 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  8787,  8797 

Mixed  Metalware,  8733 

Nails,  8600,  8603,  8604,  8613 

Naphthalene,  9375 

Oils,  8410,  8414;  cons,  req.t  11223 

Oilmen's  stores,  8045,  8057 

Onions,  7884 

Paints,  ftc,  8460,  8463,  8464 

Paper,  copying,  &c.,  9800 

Paper,  giunmed,  9798 

Paper,  manufactures  of,  968a,  9683 

Paper  patterns,  4809 

Peel,  7834 

Pens,  &c.,  9810,  9S13,  9813 
Perfumery,  924^  (^•^•i  9396) 
Pianos,  9841,  9S94 

Pickles,  ftc,  8066;  cons,  req.,  lO&ji 
Piece  goods,  81 19,  8i30,  StSS,  8134.  8149, 
8168 

Printing  ink,  980; 

Printing  roller  composition,  8531.  8^27 
Rails,  fish  plates,  ftc.,  9064,  9067,  907.1 ; 

^onj.  req.,  10953 
Rice,  8074,  S0S6 
Rice  root,  7608 

Rock  Boring  Machines,  eons,  req.,  10943 
Rubber  manufactures  n.e.i.,  4670 
Sarchartn,  9373 

S.ilicvlic  acid,  ftc,  9270,  9371 
Salt.  8iSS,  8o8q.  8090 
Sa!:o   .md   tapioca,  7662 
Scientific  Instruments,  ftc,  9943 


Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J  C. — coniinued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — continued. 
Screws,  8777,  8779,  8780 
Seed  (Cotton),  8095 
Sheet  lead,  &c.,  8573 
Slate  slabs,  &c,  8538 
Soap,  8097,  8098 
Sparklets,  8100 
Spectacle  cases,  o6i;7,  9658 
Spectacle  frames,  9661 
Spirit  heaters,  7712 
Standards,  &c.,  9180,  9181,  9182 
Stationery,  manufactured,  9801 
Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10S47 
Stone  and  marble,  8543,  8550 
Stiawboard,  47?^ 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8586 
Surgical  Appliances,  &c.,  9943 
Tallow,  &c,  8383,  8384,  8386 
Textile  articles,  n.e.i.,  8317 
Tricycles,  children's,  9821 
Type,  ftc,  8771 

Vegetables,  dried,  &c,  7876,  7879,  7880 

Vehicles,  9831,  9833,  9833 

Voltoids  of  sal-ammoniac,  9378,  9274 

Watches,  &c.,  9656 

Waxes,  7730 

Weighing  machines,  8634 

Wire  Netting,  9139,  9168 
Days  of  Meeting,  m.  7573 
Defence : 
Administration,  supfty,  10^72-3 
Ammunition   waggons,  suffly,  3906,  4059, 

4060-1,  4151-3 
Badges,  suffly,  5862 
Barracks,  suffly,  3933 
Boots,  suffly,  5860-1  ;  q.,  9734 
Cadets,    suffly,  7^45,  8914-5,  10387;  f., 

8672,  8866,  ti2i4 
Camps,  Pay  and  Expenses,  suffly,  10383 
Ceremonial  Parades,  suffly,  10381 
Collins,  Capt.,  suffly,  10394 
Corps  of  Guides,  suffly,  9000 
Dove,  Major,  suffly,  10387-8;  f., 

10253-5 
Drill  Halls,  suffly,  3904 
Establishment,  strength,  mffly,  3933,  3934 
Fixed  Defences,  suffly,  3904 
Great-Coats,  suffly,  5%3 
Guns,  Fremantle,  address,  15 
Inspection  of  Infantry,  Perth,  address,  15 
Instructional    Sdiool    Allowances,  suffly, 

10383-3 

Lyons,  Capt.,  suffly,  10385-6 

MiliUry  Board,  suffly,  3906,  5867 
Military  Clothing,  m.,  349 
Military  Forces,  Perth,  address,  i<i-6 
Officers,  suffly,  3905-6,  8914-5,  8917,  S996, 

S947,  10383 ;  q.,  10828,  10919 
Pay,  suffly,  8913 ;  Sergeants,  suffly,  10285 
Policy,  suffly,  754S-6 
Promotion,  Disrating,  &c,  suffly,  5863-6 
Ranges,^  suffly,  3905,  3933-4 
Regulations,  HiliUry,  suffly,  to.^Si 
Revolvers,  suffly,  3905 
RiOe  Clubs,  suffly,  7545,  10383-3 
RiBes,  suffly,  3905 
Scheme,  Government,  tuffty,  10373-3 
Small  Arms  and  AmmuoitioD  Factory,  tuf- 
fty, 3904-5;  q.,  6409 
Torpedoes,  suffly,  4062^-^  ■ 
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Keild,  Seoator  Col.  Hon.  J.  C.—eontinued. 
Defence — eantinued. 

Trainiog,  suffly,  8915-7 

Transport   waggons,    q.,    7704,    775a  j  oit., 
7844; 

Uniforms,  suffly^  10381-2 
Disputed  Returns   and    Qualifications,  exfl., 

3796 

Dissent    from    Ruling  :    (Bounties    Bill),  m., 

3049-53;  Admissibility  of  Request  (Customs 

Tariff  Bill),  m.,  9248.  9249 
Dooley,  New  South  Wales  Election,  q.^  3333 
Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  congratulations, 

m..  3811 
Elections,  General,  address,  17 
Electoral  Office,  suffly,  8988 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  int.,  4472 ;  3R,,  5370 
Excise  TarifF  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act,  y., 

436a;  adj.,  4617  J  suffly,  8993,  8995.  [See 

New  Protection.) 
Excise  Tariff  Bill,  ad.  ref.,  10040 
Federal  Capital,  address,  18;  q.,  5979,  6407, 

10003,  ^ojfig;  ntfth.  6325-6,  7547;  m„  7571 
Financial     Relations :     Commonwealth  and 

States^  address,  14;  q.  7974);  "tft^yt 

11517-30 

Fires  in  New  South  Wales,  q.,  3364 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  m.,  3365,  3369 
German  Convict  Settlement,  Pacific,  y.,  7791, 
7841 

Gold-fields  Water  Supply,  exfl.,  2068 

Hansard  Report,  exfl.,  7703J  what  may  be  re- 
corded, f.o.,  7974 

High  Commissioner,  suffly,  10294.  (See  Lon- 
don Offices  of  Commonwealth.) 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appe.il,  ad- 
dress, 16-7 

Historical  Records,  suffly,  10295-6 

Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8078 

Immigration,  q.^  4^441  adj.,  4376 

Immigration  Restriction  J^t,  q.,  5980,  10829, 

10930,    I 132 I 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow, 
ances,  address,   16.17  >  Victoria,  m,  {f.c,), 

"76;  3901 
Industrial  Dispute,  Mildura,  g.,  7843 
Judiciary  Bill,  zR.,  850;  cam.  (appeals  from 

State  Courts),  945 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  suffly, 

3907;  q.,  8221,  11217 
Kiilgoorlie  to  Pott  Aligusta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3X.,  1261,  1330;  (f.o.),  1026-7-3 1  ;  com. 

(power  to  make  survey),  1483,  1499,  1507; 

(appropriatioo  of  moneys),  1510;  3B.,  1700 
Land  Settlement,  q.,  4344 
Leave  of  Absence  to  every  Senator,  m.,  6398 
Legnl   Adviser,   Commonwealth,   New  South 

Wales,  address,  18-9 
London     Offices,     Commonwealth,  suffly, 

3907-8-910,  4069,  4150;  q  *  7543-    {See  High 

Commissioner) 
Mails : 

Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  address,  14;  q., 
a49.  <»3i.  3558.  4363.  446a,  4706,  489s. 
5858,  8230,  8672;  m.,  3171 

Service  to  Europe,  q.,  446a,  5858;  m.,  6200, 
7542 

Sydney,  q.,  10252 
Maitland    Coal    Miners  :  Postmaster-General, 

q.,  8103,  8229,  8309,  8672;  adj.,  8354,  8363 
Marquis  of  Linlithgow,  Death  of,  m-,  8505 
Mat^r,  Mr.,  Speech  by,  q.,  8507 
Ministers,  rumoured  disagreement  of,  q.,  7935 


Neild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J.  C. — continued. 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  f.o.,  8155 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  16 
New  Protection  q.,  4302;  adj.,  4617.  (See  Ex- 

else  Tariff,  &c.) 
Nimrod  Polar  Expedition,       7701,  775417849 
Northern  Territory,  address,   15 ;         1233  j 

fidj.,  9738 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  j.,  7753 ;  aR., 
10054  i  com.  (Lt.-Col.  Bayly),  10058^  (J. 
Wilson),  10063;  q.,  10S28,  109x9 

Old-age    Pensions,  address^  14-5 ;    nt,,  4196, 


Opposition,  selection  of  leader,  suffly,  6323 

Order  of  Business,  m.,  35 

Pair  Book,  Entries,  ex^.,  3145,  3147;  m., 

3501 »  3506 
Papers  :  Library  Table,  q.  (fa.),  933 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3R.,  2094 
Parliament  House,  accommodation  for  Sena* 

tors,  suffly,  8981;  yisanitary  condition  of, 

q.,  9631 
Petition,  printing  of,  m.,  loajl 
Postal  Service  : 

Hours  in  Mail  Branch,  q.,  3798 

Letter-boxes,  suffly,  4046,  8913-3 

Letter  delivery,  suffly,  7546,  8911-13 

Newspapers,  suffly,  8913 

Stamps,  q.,  7565 

Undermanning,  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 
suffly,  6324 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9521,  9535 
Post  Offices  : 

Contract,  suffly,  8912 

Early    Closmg,    q.,    5979,    6409 ;  suffly, 
6326-7 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  7581 

Preferential  Voting,  address,  17,  tS 

President,  the,  address,  14 

Press  statements,  exfl.,  8026 

Printing  Committee,  m..  q34. 2180,  3148;  (f.o., 

446^),  4464,  4470,  7844,  8223 
Printing  Office,  q_,  7793 

Privilege,  procedure.  Select  Conunittee,  m., 
10007,  '°256,  11303-4;  report,  m.,  11676-8 

Public  Servants  :  Civic  positioas,  adj.,  8421 

Public  Works,        dis.,  5467 

Quarantine  Bill,  q.,  829,  934;  2B.,  5292;  earn. 
(arrangements  with  States),  5310,  5319 

Questions,  Supervision  of,  q.,  ^92,  <^3 

Select  Committees  on  Bills,  m.,  30;  q.,  2512 

Senate  : 
Photograph  of,  11383 
Status  01,  suffly,  11517-20 
Vacancy,  South  Australia,  f.o.,  8;  obt,,  9, 
974;'f.,  38.  3512,  8433,  9353;  4740; 
exfl.,  4795,  4801 

Snake-bite,  Antidote,  q.,  3901 

Standing  Orders,  amendment  of,  adj.,  3616, 
2625;  suspension,  ohs.,  6408 

State  Election,  New  South  Wales,  q.,  3233 

Stationery  :  Government  Printer,  q.,  2514,  2615 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  tK.,  i;86o 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6^22 

Supply  Bill  (No,  ^],  iS.,  8911;  com..  Sche- 
dule (Parliament),  8981  ;  (Home  Affairs), 
8q88;  (Trade  and  Customs),  8993,  8995; 
(Defence).  8906,  8997,  9000. 

Sydney -Melbourne  Express,  q.,  11317,  11301 

Tariff  : 
Dried  Fruits,  q.,  7843 
State  Imports,  q.,  3406 
Tobacco,  adj.,  3448,  2513,  2615 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Index  to  SpeecAef. 


Ncild,  Senator  Col.  Hon.  J.  C. — coniinued. 
Telegraphs  : 

Delayed  Telegrams,  suffly,  8912 
TetephoBcs  : 
Wires,  Western  Australia,  q.,  3900 
Delay   in   communication,    Melbourne,  f.^ 
8506 

Tobacco  Combine,  adf.  »>70i  H4^i  9-* 

'5*3,  "6>5.  3049.  4706;  «  i  3049.  3*»54; 
3055.  3950.  3059 

Vardon  v.  O'Loghlin,  q.,  9353 

Voting  Machines,  m.,  laibtt 

Western  Australia  ;  Gold^fieldi  Water  Supply, 
exfl.,  ao68 

Wines  for  New  Zealand,  11473 

Wire  Netting,  KiEure,  N.S.W.,  suffly,  5860 

O'lioghlin,  Senator  J.  V.,  Sovlh  AuatnUia  : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  cffm, 

(Burden  of  proof)h  %022 
Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

torn.,  schedule  (Defence),  4043;  (Post  and 

Telegraphs),  4048 
BtlU  of  Exchange  Bill,  eem.  (protection  of 

banker),  752,  aoiSi,  2195,  3303;  (protest  when 

notary  not  accessible),  761 
Bounties  Bill,  cpm,.  First  Schedule  (copra), 

3404;  (rubber),  357,^;  (tobacco),  [p.o.,  4165) 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  (taiation 

by  States),  1579 
Defence  : 

Protector,  iuffly,  4043 
Disputed    Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 

3R.,  5585 ;  ccm.  (pending  petitions),  5597 ; 

(reference  question).  $651;  reeom.  jpendiag 

petitions),  5775,  5777    ,     ,  , 
Excise  Tans  Acts,  supply,  6316-7 
Federal  Capital,  g.,  839 
Immigration,  434'^ 
Inter-State  Commission,  supply,  6319 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Bit],  as., 

^iS7 ;  '^f""-  (appropriation  of  moneys),  151:1 
Land  Settlement,  g.,  4^3 

Millicent,  South  Australia,  f.,  6396, 
Farliamentarv  Allowances  Bill,  sr.,  3093  ;  com. 

(commenced),  aiig 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices : 

Port  Pirie,  q.,  744:  supply,  40^8 
Senate,  Adjournment  of,  m.,  6298 
Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  f.,  4891 
Steamship  Service,  Victoria  and  Singapore,  f., 
«  5746 

Sumatra  and  Java,  Snbtidiced  Shipping  Ser- 
vice, suffly,  63179 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6316 

Telephone  Service  : 
Hillicent,  South  Australia,  6296 

Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.v.,  3053 

O'Malley,  Hon.  King,  Danvin  : 

Address-in-Reply  (/.«.)•  467;  m.,  468 
Advertising  Australia,  Lone  Hand,  article,  q., 

"755 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of,  q.,  9089 
Australian    Industries   Preservation   Act,  q., 

3585.  36a«.  393S.  397i.  919a 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  eom. 

(Burden  of  Proof),  9207 
Bank  Clerks'  Salaries,  q.,  11155 
Bounties  Bill.  3B.,  996;  com..  First  Schedule 

(cotton),  1082 
Budget,  m.,  1678 


O'Malley,  Hon.  King — continued. 
Butter  Freights,  q.^  1089 
Carruthers,  Mr.,  statue,  q.y  2311 
Chinese  Sailors  on  British  Ships,  q.,  11179 
Coal  Combine,  q.,  3585,  3621,  3935,  3971 
Coal  Mining  Dispute,  q.,  6094 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.^  i3xr)% 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  aR.,  3874 
'Ccmctliation  and  Arbitration  Court,  q.,  4927, 
5046 

Cup  Day,  adjournment,  5416 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eont.  req.  (otU),  itioS; 

(paper),    11088}    (locks),    io7giS:  (timber), 

11148 

{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 
Defence : 

Admission  to  Fort,  g.,  12157 

Disclosure  of  information,  g.,  12157 

Expenditure,  supply,  10123-5 

Government  Policy,  adj.,  7540 

Ri&e  Range,  Ulverstone,  q..  3449 

Scheme,  Government,  q.,  11419 

Tax&tion  for  purposes  of,  q.,  11628 

Thursday  Island,  supply,  11368 
Departmental  Administration,  supply.  11298-9 
Disputed  Elections   and    Quali&cations  Bill* 

2R.,  6375;  COM.  (petitions  removed  to  ConztJ, 

6379,  6383 
Electoral  Rolls,  g.,  11259 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11298 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

adj.,   5800;    q.,  6354,  7171,  7417 
Federal  Capital,  g.,  10074 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  ud 

Sutes,  g.,  13151 
High  Commissioner,  sufply,  9707 
High  Court,  Authority  of,  9388 
Immigration,  suffiy.  8973,  9706;  f.,  IW30, 

10877 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  aB.,  1193S 

[see  Old-age  Pensions) 
Land  Values  Taxation,  suffly,  9349 
London  Offices,  Coinmonwealtb,  tupply,  364} 
Mails:  .  . 

Bumie-Melboume,  q..  7249 

Cancelled  Contract,  q.,  404 

Cool  Storage,  m.,  599 

European,  m.,  6475 

Stanley,  q.,  10134 

Magnet,  q.,  10463;  supply,  11399 

Tasmanian,  g.,  3q^.  6131 
Manufactures  Encouragment  Bill,  int.,  5913; 

3R.,  6364 
Ministers,  relations  of,  g.,  1056 
Monopolies  and  Trusts,  f.,  7414 
T>Id-age    Pensions,    supply,  9320,    9149.  (See 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill^ 
Orion,  missing  steamer,  g.,  utyy,  11260 
Papua,  g.,  10575 

Parliament,  Reflections  00,  o^s.,  11108 
Parliamentary  Allowances,  Budget,  1678;  adf., 
1813 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  m..  SqS 
Photographic  Materials  Trust,  g.,  11050 
Port  Davey  Light,  g.,  4955 
Postal  Service  ; 

Administration  of,  supply,  11299 

Money  Order  Office,  Linda,  q.,  6416 

Promotions,  g.,  7038 

Sweating,  alleged.  Zeehan,  j^.,  7025 
Privilege,   Procedure,   Select  Committee. 

10075;  "*•>  10.39 
Public  Service  Methods,  st 
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O'Malley,  Hon.  King — continued. 
RiBe  Range.  Ulreritone,  2449 
Roosevelt,  President,  q.,  10756 
Settlers  ia  Western  Australia,  q.,  9765 
Steamers,  Subtidixiog  of*  q.,  10785 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  q.,  3585,  3621* 

393S>  3971  ■ 
Shipping  Service,  Tasmania,  q.,  11916 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  aR.,  12190 
Sumily  ; 

tfefence  (Central  Administration),  10123 
External    Affairs    (Administration),  8973; 

(Miscelalneous),  9706 
Home  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  11368 
Works   and    Buildings   (External  Affairs), 

3643 
Tariff  : 

Antimony,  q.,  11157 

Committee,  appointment  of,        5131,  5210, 

Kerosene  Duties,  7414 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Bags,  &c.,  m.  to  report,  571^ 

Commonwealth  und  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7427 

Gas  Analysis  Aoparatus,  Sec,  6933 

Locks,  6115;  eons,  req.,  10796 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6789 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6649 

Oils,  eons.   req. ,   1 1  to8 

Paper,  eons,  req.,  11088 

Piece  Goods,  5818 

Scientific  Apparatus,  6903 

Steam  Road  Rollers,  6700 

Timber,  &c.,  7041,  7073,  11148 

Tin  Plates,  6116,  61 17 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tea  Duty,  y.,  1517 
Telegraphy  and  Telephones  : 

Errors  in  Messages,  q.,  10874 

Tasmaniaa  Cable,  j^.,  6811,  10963;  suffly 
12190 

Telephone  Attendants'  Ornaments,  q.,  10177 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  6505,  12154 
Waratah-Zeehan  telegraph  route,  q.,  5309 
Port  Davey,  telephone^  q.,  6iag 
Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  q.,  11018 


Patfe.  Hon.  J.,  Mamvoa: 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  346 
Adjournment,  Special^  m.,  6591 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  9602;  q.,  11097, 
II 156 

American  Canned  Meats,  q.,  995a 
Anstralian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2K., 
9030 

Australian    Men   of   I.eflers   Fund,  mpfljr, 

9520,  9521 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  q.,  io8g 

Bounties  Bill,  cam..  First  Schedule  (mohair), 
1103 

Business,  conduct  of,  q.,  5519;  order  of,  adj.i 
6834 

Captain  Collins,  suffly^  9488 
Carruthers  Government,  adj.,  3361 
Carnithers,  Mr.,  f.,  2233 
Christmas  Recess,  q.,  5519 
Com  Sacks,        6356,  7461 


Page,  Hob.  J.—^ontiiuied. 

Customi  Tariff  Bill,  eons,  rea.,  (Piece  Goods^ 
10623,  "463.  "S3^'>  (Waddings,  &c.), 
10638;  (Socks,  &c.),  10644,  10647;  (Arms), 
10656,  10657  >  (Agricultural  Implements, 
&c.),  10669;  (Kitchen  Utensils),  10707;  (Wire 
Netting),  10763;  (Dxks),  10795;  (Standards, 
&c.),  10799;  (Oil«).  »o893,  10911,  10987, 
10991,  11107,  11116-31;  Scientific  Apparatus, 
ftc),  10008;  (Furniture),  11013;  (Fancy 
Goods),  11057;  (Photograph  Frames),  11057; 
(Timber),  1113a,  11152;  (Machinery,  Relute 
for  Home  consumption),  11195;  (Electrical 
Machines)*  11449;  (Gloves),  11460;  (Fttlley 
Blocks),  11543;  {P«DS  and  Pencils),  11168-9 

Defence  : 

Adult  Military  Training,  m..  2243,  2247 
Area  for  Manoeuvring  and  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, suffly,  3454 
Artillery  Training  and  Equipmrat,  supply, 

lOIIt 

Assistant  Military  Engineer,  supply,  9792 

Cadets,  q.,  10S9 

Camp,  Heidelberg,  q.,  7248,  7297 
Collins,  Capt.,  supply,  10109,  10112 
Cox,  Col.,  supply,  loioS 
Drayton  Grange,  supply,  totii 
Easter  Training,  tf.,  10080 
Encampments    and    Public  Servants, 
10079 

Guns,  lights,  kc,  3742 
Gunnery   Instruction,   supply,  10109-10 
Lyster,  Col,,  supply,  10111-2 
Military  College,  supply,  loiio 
Military  Promotions,  q.,  974 
Officers  and   Clerical  Work,  suP'fiy,  10109 
Officers,  Training  ot,  address,  348;  supply, 
3615 

Ordnance,  supply,  3614 
Policy,  supply^  3610 

Scheme,  Government,  supply,  8846,  101 12 ; 
9..  1 1702 

Small  Arms  and  Ammunition  Factory,  q., 
»58,    6355.  6419;    address,  348;  supply, 
3682,  3735 
Special  Material,  supply,  3610 

Farm  Machinery  and  Implement  Industry, 
Nationalization,  address,  349*50 ;  expl.,  500 

Federal  Expenditure,  address,  350 

Immigration,  supply,  9602 

Information  to  Members  of  ParliamenT,  sup- 
ply of,  obs.,  2653 

Income  Tax,  Federal  Servants,  q.,  11326 

Labour  Party,  address,  346-7 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  supply,  3675, 
9488;  q.,  3732 

Loyalty  of  Ministerialists,  q.,  976 

Mails  : 

Mail  Contract   Cancelled,  address,  348 
Service    to    Europe,   adf.,    245 ;  address, 
348-9;  q.,  590 

Northern  Territory,  address,  347  j  supply,  3454 

Old-age  Pensions,  address,  347 

Opposition  Comer,  f.,  11054 

Papua,  q.,  4646,  10077 

PaTliament,  Slanders  on,  ois.,   10987,  10991, 

11107 ;  expl.,  II017 
Postal  Service  : 

Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  715 

Overtime,  Deniliquin,  q.,  2794 
Post  and  Telegrapa  Department : 

Commission,  Permanent,  q.,  11385 
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Page,  Hon.  J. — eonttnued. 

Public  Service  : 

Boards   of    loquiiy,    supply,    ^847-50 ; 

8936;  supply,  9774 
Commissioner,  suffly,  9773,  9774 
Information  to  Hemtiers  of  Parliament, 

2653 

States  Officera,  Services  by,  tuffty,  9739.  • 
9731 

Temporary    Employes,  holidays,  q.,  7169, 
7*50 

Quarantine  Bill,  2K.,  535 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1326 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.  (f.o.,  3965) 

Soaaliim,   address,  349-50 

Special  AdioummeDt,  m.,  742 

Starch  In<nislry,  adj.,  929 

Supply  : 

Attorney-General  :  (Secretary's  OfiSce),  9725, 

9726;  (High  Court),  9729,  9731 
Defence  :    (Central   Admintstratioo),  loroS 
External  Affairs  :   (London   Offices),  9488J 

(miscellaneous),  9520,  9521,  9602 
Home  Affairs :   (Public    Serrice  Commis- 

uonet),  9773,  9774;  (Public  Works  Sti^« 

979a 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customi). 

3442;  (Defence),  3454,  3610,  3614,  3682, 
3735.  374*;  (External  Affairs),  3675 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6285-6 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m..  8846 
Tariff: 
Address,  346-7,  34^-50 
Amendments^  Notice  of,  3173 
Commission's  Reports,  6419 
Differential  Duties,  machinery,  supply,  4845 ; 

Extra  Sittings,  f.,  X131 

Items,  Precedence  to,  q.,  3587 

Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  739S,  0685 

Minutes  of  Evidence,  q.,  0419 

Order  of  consideration,  m.,  435.1 

Submission  of,,  q-,  406-7 

Wire  Netting,         aajs,  3586,  4309;  pre- 
cedence to  item,  M.,  4353 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  &c.,   Machinery,  6553,  6556; 
cons,  req.,  10669 

Arms,  eons,  req.,  10656,  10657 

Bicycles,  &c.,  7278 

Boots,  Ac,  7155 

Candles,  4801 

Celluloid,  &c..  Articles,  7399 
China,  ftc,  6897 

Confectionery,  &c.  it-o.,  525^) 

Cycle  Parts,  &c.,  7^83 

Electrical  Machines,  com.  req.,  11449 

Fancy  Goods,  7140;  cons,  req.,  H057 

Furniture,  cons,  req.,  11013 

Gas  Analysis  Apparatus,  Ac,  6930,  6933 

Gloves,  eons,  req.,  11460 

Hay  and'Cliaff,  5411 

Insecticides,  &c.,  6992 

Iron,  Pkite  and  Sheet,  6546 

Jewellery,  7144,  7147.  7*48 

Kitchen  Utensils,  cons,  req.,  10707 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7268,  7269 

Locks,  cons,  req.,  10795 

Machinery     and     Machines    and  Machine 

Tools,  6731,  6737,  6740.  6741 
Machinery,  Rebate  for  Home  consumption, 

cons,  req,,  11195 
Maps,  7366 


Page,  Hon.  J. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Matches,  5447 
Milk,  5518 

Motor  Cycles,  &c.,  7281 

Oils,  6805;  cons,  req.,  10893,  IP911,  10986, 

10991,  11107,  itii6,  iitai 
Pens  and  Pencils,  &c.,  7143;    ^0111.  rtq., 

1116S,  11169 
Photographs,  7267 

Photograph  Frames,  ftc.,  eons,  req.,  11057 

Pianos.  7304 

Piece  Goods,  cons,  req.f  10695,  it463>  "531 

Potntoej.  ^341 

Pulley  Blocks,  cons,  req.,  11543 
Salt,  ftc,  <53t. 

Scientific  Apparatus,  ftc,  0935,  7409;  eons. 

req.,  10908 
Socks,  &c.,  cons,  tiq.^  10644,  10647 
Standards,  &c.,  eons,  'eq,,  10799 
Su|;nr,  4607 

Timber,  ftc,  7104;  cons,  req.,  1113s,  11521 
Waddings,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  1CM&38 
Watches,  ftc,  7151 

Wire  Netting,  4558;  cons,  req.,  10^3 

Wood  Articles,  7110 
Tariff  (Excise) : 

Starch,  5551,  5553,  5554,  S5S6 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Queensland  Telegraph  Operators,  9300 

Palmer,  Mr.  A.  C,  Kchuca  : 

Bounties  Bill,  2K.,  823;  com.  (appropriatimij, 
1056;  First  Schedole  (period  of  bountj), 
1064;  (cotton),  1082;  (mohati),  tioa;  (cotton 
seed),  1108;  (olives),  1124;  (rice).  1195; 
(fish),  1300;  (fruits,  dried)j  rpS 

Budget,  m.,  2986 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  com.  (addi- 
tional provisos  South  Africa),  12054 
Customs    Tariff   Bill,    cons.    req.    (Hay  and 
Chaff),    10541;    (Apparel),    10564;  (Wire 
Netting),    10759;    (Timber),    11040,  11147 
(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 
Disputed  Elections^  and    Qnnlificalions  Bill, 
2S.,  6378;  eem.  (petitions  removed  to  Court), 
6381 
Defence  : 

Coastal,  supply,  3432 
Light  Horse,  supply,  10084  j  g.,  12157 
Rifle  Ranges,  supply,  3525 
Scheme,  Government,  supply,  10084 
Electoral  Law,  supply,  9771 
Estimates,  Additional*  ntf^y,  '■397 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  .\ct, 

q.,  7296  (x»  New  Protection) 
Government  Printing,  tenders,  q,,  4310;  hand- 

settini;,  q.,  44 1  ■ 
Grain  bags,  q.,  6355,  10787,  10970 
Immigration,  supply,  9616;  q.,  10130 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (who 
may  receive  pensions),  11967.    {See  Old-age 
Pensions) 

Kale:oorlic   to   Port  Augusta  Raibv.iy  Surrey 

Bill,  mes.,  645 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  604 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  6594, 

7027 

New   Protection  :    Socialism,   q.,  7415.  \See 

Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Oath  of  Allegiance,  q.,  90^^  ■ 
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Palmer,  Mr.  A.  C. — toniinued. 

OM-age  PeDsions,  suffly,  932J.    {^See  iDvalid 

juad  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
PariiameQUry  Allowaoces  Bill,         1919;  aK., 

1986;  com.  (commeDcemeat  application), 

aoio 
Post  Offices: 

Sites,  tuf-fiy^  3525 
Postal  Service  ! 

Classification,  a,,  10178,   1 1708 

Country     Facilities,     q^.,     9100;  suffly, 
1 1 397-8 

"  Sweating,"  stiffly,  11397 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  g.,  5782 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4555,  4947  . 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (Kope  of  quarantine)^ 

1526;  (lorveil  lance),  1730;  (power  to  destroy 

animals),  1725 
Repatriated  Aostralians,  adj.,  1335 
Supply  : 

Defence  :  (Central  Administration),  10083 
External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9616 
Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9771 
PostmaUer-Geaeral  (Victoria),  tito? 
Ttade   and   Customs:   -(South  Australia), 
9993 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3432; 
Post  and  Telegraph  (New  South  Wales), 

Tariff : 

Bonds,  pressure  on,  g.,  5131 

Budget,  2966-9 
Kerosene,  adf.,  3048 
Order  of  consideration,  m.,  4336 
Timber,  Butter  Box,  g.,  itfifj 
Wire  Netting,  precedence  to  item,  m.,  4336 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Apparel,  ions.  req.,  los&f 
Blacking,  &c.,  6857 
Blue,  4786,  4787 
Candles,  4947 
Carpets,  5739 
Confectionery,  &c.,  ^251 
Commonwealttk  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7427 
Engines,  &c.,  6711,  6714 
Fish,  5366 

Hay  and  Chaff,  543a;  cons,  req.,  10541 
Insecticides,  Ac.,  69S4 
Machinery  and  parts,  6108 
Manures,  7367 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6660 
Motor  Cars,  ftc,  7393,  7294 
Newspaper,  7203 
Oils,  6871 

Paints  and  Colours,  6881 
Perambulators,  ftc,  7282 
Printing,  &c..  Inks,  7*53 
State  Imports,  7427 

Timber,  &c.,  7074;  cont.  req.,  11040,  11147 
Wire  Netting,  4555 ;  tons,  req.,  10759 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  ; 
Glucose,  4641 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  tuffly,  3433 

Paaroe,  Swaator  Hon.  O.  F.,  Weeitm  Aus- 
tralia  : 

Acts  and  Documents,  q.,  6o6t 

Ad  dress- in- Reply,  m.,  473 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  is.,  I1481 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  IT321 

Advertising  Australia,  adj.,  766 

F.6950.-D 


Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — tontinued. 
Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  (Defence),  10373 
Appropriation    (Works    and    Uuildings)  Bill. 
2B.,  381a ;  com..  Schedule  :  (Telegraphs  and 
Telephones),    4049;   (Special   Defence  -Ma- 
terial), 4059,  406a;  3K.,  4>47.        .  , 
Australian   Industries  Preservation  Act,  ad- 

dresit  483-4 
Australian  Industries  Preservation    Bill,  M., 

4491,  4502;  ad.  ref..  5186  ^ 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  Cffm.  (protection  of 

banker),  757,  2204 
Boot  Machinery  Trust,  address,  ^ 
Bounties,  address,  477-8 
Bounties,  Western  Australia,       5175.  <i284 
Bounties  Bill,  as.,  2627;  com..  First  Schedule 

(cotton),  3870;  (jute),  3166;  (tobacco),  3735, 

4»55;  l^-"'.  416*.  4164.  4<66),  4257; 

4837 

Budget  Papers,  q.,  1684 

Chairman  of  Committees,  obs.,  12150 

Chinese  in  Australia,  q.,  9336.  94",  10370 

Cigar  Boxes,  sUmp,  q.,  5083 

Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3692 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  IB.,  12H0 

Coastal  Trade  :  Treaties,  address,  474-5 ;  q.. 

Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  2223 
Copper  Wire,  Supply  of,  q.,  11986 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  q.,  ,11986 
Customs    Tariff    Bill,    g.,    10919 ;  reeom., 
11685 »  Schedule ; 

Blankets,  &c.,  8246,  8248 
.   Engines,  &c.,  8671,  8696 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  n.e.i,  (f.o..  8757) 

Matches,  7996 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8051 

Oils,  8393 

Onions,  7883,  7884 

Eice.  80S0 

Timber,  9440.  9467  .  947°.  94"'^  J  "9  * 

Toba^,  unmanufactured,  7631,  7642,  •'649 
Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7874,  7879 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  9567 

Defence  :  .       ^      c  £ 

Ammunition,  defective,  q.,  3403.  4o'0 
Ammunition   Waggons,    suffly.   4059;  S- 

Ammunition  Factory,  suffly,  3814 
Australian  Navy,  address,  479 
Cadets,  address,  470;  q.,  3464.  37«» 
Cartridges,  q.,  9796 

Cartridge  Blanks,  q..  9237,  079°.  ^^^SS 
Commandants,   State,   supply,  10374 
Entrenching  Tools,  supply.  10378 
Field  Artillery,  supply,  10376-8 
Garrison  Artillery,  supply,  10378 
Instructional  Cadres,  suffty,  10376 
Military  Board,  suffly,  10373-4 
Military  School,  q.,  4M3 
Military  Uniforms,  q.,  353-  354 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  479 
Naval  Policy,        5'77.  5367.  5465 
Officers,  Scarcity  of,  suf^y,  10375-O 
Percussive  Caps,  q.,  11986 
Policy,  newspaper  article,  q..  .S560 
Protector,  address.  479 

Rifle  Clubs,  q..  6061,  6294,  7572;  suffly, 
10378-9 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydney,  5083 
Strength  of  Forces,  suffly.  10375-6 
Torpedoes,  suffly,  4062 
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Pearce,   Senator  Hon.   G.  ¥.—canlinued. 
Defence — continued. 

Unifoims,  suffly,  10374-5 
Units  to  each  State,  g.,  4471 ;  adj..  4616 
Defence  Bill,  2R..  5683 

Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill. 

com.  (reference  of  question|,  5654 
Division  Bells,  obs.,  7074 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  2R.,  538q 
Excise  Tariff  Acts,  adj.,    5772;    q.^  6295; 

suffly^  6319-30 
Expenditure,  States  and  Commonwealth,  m., 

3233 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  802Q,  9537 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  Slate, 

address,  478;  suffly,  3815-6,  ii48t-3;  q., 

11986 

Gotdfields  Water  Supply,  exfl.,  2069 

High     Commissioner,    address^    4S4-5  {See 

London  Offices] 
Immigration,  encouragement,  address,  479-80; 

supply,  3814;  q.,  8aii,  8285 
Immigration  Restriction,  Canada,  q.,  8507 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  473 
Industries   Preservation  Bill,  address,  483-4 
Japanese  Treaty,  q.,  5561, 5858 ;  suffly,  5867-73 
Kaigoorlte  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 

482-3 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Dill,  2R. 
(^.f.),  1023-8,   1338;  expl.,  1704' 

Labour  Party  and  Women's  National  League, 
expl.,  a22j 

Land  Taxation,  address,  476 

Legal  Adviser  to  States,  address,  478  * 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  addreis,  484; 
supply,  3814,  4147.  {See  High  Commis- 
sioner) 

M.iils  - 

Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  6093 ;  m.,  6206 
Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  480-2 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  in 

KnKland,  address,  473 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  p.o.,  8154 
N  avigation  Con  f ercnce,  address,  473 
Officers  Compensation   Bill,  2lt.,  10055 
Oil  Trust,  address,  484 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  478;  q.,  i2io« 
Order  of  Business,  m.,  33;  adj.,  693 
Papers  :  Library  Table,  q.,  932-3 
Papua,  q.,  353,  770i.  9237.  9353!  w-*  8869. 

i2ioa;  supply,  11483-5 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  sr.,  2103 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  as.,  12129 
Pearl  Shelling,  bounty  for  white  latiouT, 

drets,  478 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9524 
Post  Office,  Eucla>  6296 
Postal  Service  : 

Country  Postmasters,  q.,  11219 

Uniforms  and  Wages,  q.,  7542,  7571 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  473-4,  475-6 
Press  Statements,  expl.  {p^o.,  8026),  8028 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of,  in  Englaad,  md' 

dress.  473 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  appointment  of,  39; 
to  print  paper,  f.o.,  135;  to  adopt  re- 
port, 4465,  7845,  7847,  8a22 

Privilege,  Procednre,  Select  Committee,  m., 
10004,  toisS;  ad.  ref.,  X1990 

Public  Servants  :  Civic  positions,  f.,  7754, 
7926,  7077,  8221,  85«i4,  9139;  adj.,  841I 


Pearce,  Senator  Hon.  G.  F. — continued. 
Public  Service : 

Exemptions,  350 
Quarantine  Bill,  2X.,  ^197 

Revenue  Leakage,  Tasmania,  q.,  7752,  7850 
Revotes,  suffly,  3813-4 
Royal  Commissions  :  Witnesses,  q.,  8 
Senate  : 

Election,    South    Australia,    exfl.^  4705-6;. 
ffi.,  4814 

Housekeeper,  supply,  6319 

Rights  of,  ois.,  11685 
Silver  Coinage,  q.,  8224,  8309 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  W/  {f.»., 

2617),  2619 
Stationery :  Government  Printer,  q.,  2615 
Sugar  Bounty,  address,  483 
Sugar  Industry,  Queensland,  q.,  bi<,o 
Sugar  Trust,  address,  484 
Supply  Bill  {No.  i)  1908-9,  IR.,  12137 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  IR.,  iS^q 
Supply    Hill   (No.   3).   iR.,  5867 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6;ii> 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  iR,  8908 
Tariff  : 

Address,  476-7,  483 

Textile  Machinery,  q.,  10920 

Tobacco,  m.,  2227 

Western  Australian  Protest,  adj..  4f(24 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Assistant    Telegraphists,    supply,    8909-10 ; 
8979 

New   Subscribers,   advefrtisements,  sufply, 

11482;  q.,  11865 

Overtime,  Western  Australia,  q.,  7754,  779I1 

7792 

Promotion,  supply,  8908-11 

State  Guarantees,  q.,  11986 

Sunday  Work,  q.,  8864-^ 

Tasmanian  Cable  Service,  q.,  15S5,   1815 ; 

sup'^y,  i840>i,  4049 
Telegraphic  communication,  Tasmania,  q., 

11986;  suffly,  13137-S 
Telegraphists,  m..  7573;  q.,  8432;  suffly, 

8908-11 
Undermanning,  8908-11 
Tobacco  Combine,  address.  483-4 ;  adj.,  2032, 

2053 ;  m.s.o.,  3051 ;  3056 
Tobacco  Industry,  Tariff,  m.,  3237 
Tobacco  Waste,  g.,  649,  830 
Unemployed,  Western  Australia,  adj.,  8697 
Voting  Machines,  q.,  131,  3798,  7543,  8698, 

11383,  11472-3;  "262 
Wages   and   Coaditit  ns.   United   States  and 
England,  address,  4S2 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly.  1S40, 4049, 6330-3 
Women's   National    League,  Geelong,  «r/f., 

1337 

Women's  Work  Exhibition,  q.,  4345 
Workers,  condition  of,  address,  483 

Poynton,  Hon.  A.,  ffrey .' 

Borrowing,  Commonwealth,  Budget,  3700 

Bounties  Bill,  com..  First  Schedule  (mohair), 
1097;  (cotton  seed),  1107;  (palm  fruit),  1183; 
(peanuts),  1186 

Budget,  m.,  2699 

Candidates'  Expenses,  q.,  978 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int..  laoSS 
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PoyDton,  Hon.  A. — eoniinued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill.  £ohs,  req..  (ugo,  &c.), 
10496 ;  (confectionery),  10516 ;  (matches), 
10552;  (agricultural  implements,  &c.),  to666- 
^2;  (manufactures  of  metals),  10689;  (wire 
netting),  10758;  (standards,  Sc.),  10798, 
10802,  11549;  (directories,  &c.),  tiojy, 
11456;  (pens),  1 1 168;  (curtains  and  blinds), 
11439!  "*■>  1 1429.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Cordite  Factory,  supply,  3737,  3741 
Rifle  Clubs,  g.,  958s 

Electoral   Administration,  suffly,  8853-4 

Excise  Tariff   (A[;riciiUural   Machinery)  Act, 

Federal  Capital,  suffly.  1876-7 

Financial    Relations :     Commonwealth  oad 

States,  Budget,  27or-2 ;  suffly,  3330-3;  f., 
11785,  11786,  11921 

Franklin  Harbor,  suffly.  8854-5 

Grain  B;igs,  size  of,  q.,  9845 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9582-3 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11429 

Immigration,  suffly,  961J 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  C9m.,  (per- 
sons disqualified),  11969 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  RailwAy,  suffly, 

3330;  9093 
Kalgoorlie   to    Port  Augusta   Railwny  Hill, 

(ons.  amdts.  (power  to  make  survev),  2017 

Mails  : 

Franklin  Harbor,  suffly,  10229-30 
Service  to  Europe,  q.,  6132;  m.,  6499,  {f  *. 
6500) ;   adj.,  6504 
New  Protection,  sufflv.  1705,  5609 
Northern  Territory,  suffly,  3330;  f.,  10786 
Opium,  sale  of,  g.,  3234 

I'arliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m. ,  1(^03 ; 
fam.  (amount  of  allowance),  2006 ;  (excess 
may  be  paid  to  Consolidated  Revenue),  2016 

Postal  Service  : 
Allowance  Offices,  suffly,  10230 
Country  Services,  suffly,  8853,  10228-9 
Employes,  number  01,  suffly,  10227-8 
Officials  as  Rctumine  Officers,  m.,  702 
Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2701-2 
Retiring  Afje,  suffly,  (0227-8 
Stamps,  Printing  of;  q.,  503;  suffly,  3596-7 
Transfer  of  officers,  q.,  10653 

Post  Office  : 
Port  Pirie,  q.,  8938,  9399 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4889,  4950,  4970, 
5079 

Printing  Office,  Government,  suffly,  3590-7 
Privilege,  signatures  to  petitions,  m.,  3418 
Public  Service  Bill,  2R.,  12060 
Public  Secvice  ; 

Association,  South  Australia,  q.,  11919 

Classification,  South  Australia,  suffly,  5700 

Commissioner,  suffly,  5700-1 

Increments,  q,,  7026,  7171.  <)^8i 

Transferred  Officers  :   Reports  by  Deputy 
Postmftsters-General,  q.,  10653 

Transferred  Rights,  suffly,  5700-3 
Suiiply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9615 
Postmaster-General  :  (Central  Staff),  10227 
Works  and  Buildings,  (Home  Affairs,  New 
South    Walesl,  3330;    (Treasury),  3596; 
(?-«'•).  3597:  (Defence),  3737,  3741 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.    170S;  ad.  ref.,  1876 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8853 

D  Z 


Poyntoa,  Hon.  A. — eoniinued. 
Tariff  : 
Budget,  2700-8 
Kerosene,  q.,  1865,  3687 
Magazines,  q.,  1716 
New  I'rotcclion,  suffly,  1795 
Order  of  consideration,  m.,  4343 
Pianos,  exhibit,  q.,  7114 
Preference,  Budget,  2703 
Stearine  and  Paraffine  Wax,  q.,  5131 
Further  consideration  of,  q.,  3430 
Webi  V.  Ouitrim,  773 

Wire-netting,  precedence  to  item,  m.,  4129, 
4343  J  4646 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,    &c..    Machinery,   6053,  6557, 
^577>  6582,  6589;  cons,  req.,  10666,  10672 
Ale,  I'oricr,  and  other  Beer,  4129 
Apparel,  5602 
Arrowroot,  &c.,  544^ 
Bags,  Ac,  5641,  5733 
Uiscuiis,  4774,  4776 
Blankets,  5718 
Bottles,  empiy,  6938,  6943 
Cameras,  ficc,  7393' 
Candles,  4S89,  4950,  5079 
Carpets,  5737,  5738.  5719^ 
Catalogues,  &c..  7174,  7176,  7184,  7187 
Coir  Mats,  5739 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5160,  5334,  5243;  eont. 
req.,  10516 
.    Corks.  7380 

Com  Sbellers,  &c.,  6566,  6567 
Cosies  and  Cushions.  c"40,  C74i,  CT42,  ;;743 
Curtains  and  blinds,  cent,  'cq.,  11439 
Cutlery,  6056 

Directories,  &c.,  7188;  eOHs.   req.,  11077, 
11456 

Feathers,  ^636 

Fire  Bricks,  &c.,  6909 

Fish,  5273 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5280,  531^ 
SiBssware,  6923,  6926 
Grain  and  Puise,  5347 
Katt,  Ac,  5951,  5965 

Iron,  Plate    and  Sheet,  6538,  6545,  6547, 

6548,  6549 
Kindergarten  materials,  7366 
Lamps,  &C-,  6047 
Lead,  6051 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6103 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  req.,  10689 

Manures,  7363  [f.o..  7368) 

Matches,  5454;  ccns.  req.,  10553 

Milk,  5501 

Milling  Silk,  5929 

Motor  Lorries,  &c. ,  7293 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6651 

Musical    Instruments,    parts,  73^8 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7220,  7236 

Pens,  cons,  req.,  11168 

Pianos,  7339 

Piece  Goods,  5S07,  5811,  5837,  5846,  5853, 

5853.  59»> 
Regalia.  ^640 
Rice    Root,  4793 
Saccbario,  6972,  6975 
Sago,  eons,  req.,  10496 
Salicylic  Acid,  &c.,  6973,  6975 
Salt,  5"; 38 

Smelling  Bottles,  ftc,  6933,  6026 
Socks  and  Stockings.  59yr7^3S^I^ 
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Poynton,  Hon.  A. — continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Standards,  Ike,  cons,   req.,   10798,  1080a, 

"549 

Steam  Road  Rollers,  6691 

Stiawboard,  7326 

Sugar,  4749 

Tanks,  0625 

Tea,  5464 

Tente,  &c.,  5937 

Timber,  &c.,  7069,  7104 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured,  4209 

Trimmings,  5938 

Yarns,  7376 

Wine,  4141,  4201 

Wire-netting,  4427,  4573  {p.o.,  4573)! 

req.,  10758 
Writing  Ink,  &c..  7266 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Saccharin,  4636 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Guarantees  for  telephones,  q.,  3588-9;  suf- 

fly,  8853,  ioa3P-r 
Line  Repairers,  tuffly.  10328-9 

.  Pnlsford,  Senator  B.,  Nur  South  IVaUn  : 
Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build* 
ings)    Bill,    2B.,    1 1689 ;    com.,  schedule, 
1 1692-6 

Atlditional   Appropriation   (Works  and  Build- 
ings)  Bill,   1905-6  and   1906-7,   com.,  sche- 
dule,  1 1697 
Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  ir.,  11485 
Adjoummeot,  Special,  m.,  roo72,  11322 
Advertising  Australia,  11302 
American  Fleet,  Visit,  q.,  11301,  12102,  r2i4i 
Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  10276,  10278;  cam., 
(Attorney-General) ,      10303 ;      ( Postmaster- 
General),   10389;  3R.,  10393 
Asiatics,   relations    of,   with  Commonwealth, 
suf  fly,  1 1486-7 
Def 


Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2S.,  12115 
Customs    and    Excise    Revenue,    q.,  10370, 
laroi 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.,  (Application),  9950; 
m.s.o.y    10041 ;    reeom.,    10042 ;    cons,  req., 
m.s.o.,  10839;  '"om.,  11684;  Schedule: 
Bicycles,  Ac,  9818 
Boats,  &c.,  9901,  9902 
Confectionery,  cans,  req.,  roSsb 
Directories,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11313 
Doors,  96^0 

Electrical    Machines,    &c.,    com.  req.. 
1094s 

Fruits,  Dried,  9948,  9949 

Furniture,  cons,  req.,  11241 

Globes,  geographical,  &c.,  9813 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10931 

Hay  and  Chaff,  eons,  req.,  10856,  10865 

Lantern  Slides,  ftc.,  9934 

Paper  Patterns,  9807 

pi.Tvins  Cards,  orgo 

V\\\\^\-   Blocks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10939 
Rails,  Fish  plates.  Sc.,  cons,  req.,  10952 
Shaft  bars,  9643 

Sheet  Lead,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10936 

Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10849 

Timber,    9428,    0466,    9471,    Qira,  054*1 

9562;  cons,  req.,  11252,  11601 
Vehicles,  9827,  9831 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  0^65 
Wood  articles,  0576,  957;,  0^78 
Work*  tf  Art.  cons,  req.,  11607 


Pultford,  SeaatOT  E. — tantinued. 
Defence : 
Expenditure,  suffly,  11689,  iar4i 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  10251 
Sandy  Bay  Range,  suffly,  11697 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite  Factories,  sufMy, 
1689,    1692,    1693,    1694,    1695,  11089, 
1 1692-6 

Eastern    Extension   Telegraph    Co.,  suffly. 
10389 

Estimates,  late  presentatioo  of,  suffly,  10393 
Excise   Tariff    (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 
q.,  11221 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  (Tobacco), 

tooi8;  (Glucose),  10026 
Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  com.,  (starch  from 

imported  rice),  raio6 
Financial    Policy    of    Government,  suffly, 

10276;  relations.  Commonwealth  and  States, 

suffly,  1 1485,  11490-7 
Foreign  Trade,  sufftjf,  11487-8 
Immigration   Restriction,   g„   9633 ;  suffly, 

1 1486 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  2B.,  ixocA; 
com.   (who  may   receive  pensionrl,    13027 ; 
(peraoDS  disqualified),  12027,  12030 
Land    Purchases    by    Government,  suffly, 

ii68q,  ii69a*7 
Norfolk  Island,  suffly,  11486 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  aR.,  10055; 

(short  title),  10058 
Parliament  House  :  Sanitation,  q.,  963a 
Patent  and  Trades  Marks,  q.,  11301,  11985 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department : 
Administration,  tuffty,  11489 
Sites  for  OfiEces,  suf^y,  11690 
Privilege,   procedure,  Select  Committee,  m., 
10259 

Senate,  Rights  of,  obs.,  11684 
Ships'  Stores,  q.,  10251 
Statistical  Branch,  suffly,  10306 
Sugar  Boimties,  tuffty,  11489 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1)  190S-9,  2B.,  12141 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sr.,  11889;  f^"*- 

mencement),   11905,    11907;   (provisioDs  in 
lieu  of  expired  pTOvisioas),  11909 
Suspension  of  Standing  Orders,  q.,  12100 
Tariff  : 

New  Bills   Relating  to,  q.,  11863 
Preference  Policy,  suffly.  11487 
Thanks  to  officials,  adj.,  11700 
Tokio  Exhibition,  q.,  11383 
Trust  Funds,  q.,  1025a 


Quick,  Hon.  Sir  John,  Kt.,  Bendi  yo: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(burden  of  proof),  9132 ;  (answers  to  que*, 
tions),  9214,  9215 

Bounties  Bill,  ai.,  804;  cm..  First  Schedule 
(olives)  1114;  (coffee),  1211 

Budget,  m.,  2153 

Busmess,  order  of,  adj.,  6521 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  1207^ 

Custoou  Tariff  Bill,  3«-'  7469: 

(Slipper  Forms),  11068;  (Catalogues,  *c.), 
11071;  (Advertisements,  Ac),  11087;  (Pap^' 
and  Stationery),  iiogr ;  (Oils),  iriiS; 
(Timber),  11161,  11165;  (Works  of  Art), 
H185,  11190;  (CurUins  and  Blinds),  11438- 
11440,  11442;  (Electrical  Machinery),  11444; 
(Gloves),  11460;  (Piece  Goods),  11463. 
11465,   11528,    "533*    (Roasting  Dishes), 
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Quick,  Hon.  Sir  John,  Kt. — continued. 

Defence  ; 

Beodigo  Infantry,  q.,  1867 

Cadets,  q.,  11097 

Easter  Encampment,  9193 

Light  Horse,  Victorian,        11385,  12156 

Militia,  suppiy,  8S50 

Rifle  Clubs,  tuffly,  8850-1 

Scheme,  Goverament,  suffiy,  8S50,  11417 

West  Shelbourne  RiSe  Club,  q.,  8926 

Electoral  Registrars,  Allowance  to,  tufflyt^J^ 

Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  I1401,  11417 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  an.,  7481 

Federal  Capital,  g.,  10135 

Historical  Records,  Australian,  suffly,  9489 

Manufactures  Eacouragemeot  Bill,  ik...  6341 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  adj.,  243-4,  592;  f., 
J97,  408,  588 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  torn.  (Ap- 
propriation), 13096 

Parliamentary  Allowance  Bill,  m.  (to  fix 
second  leading),  1935;  2B.,  1980 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (dis- 
obedience), 12066;  (refusing  to  be  sworn), 
1206S,  12071 

Petition,  forged  signatures,  y..  Committee's  re- 
port, 6094 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  y.,  9477 

Postal  Service  : 

Letter  Carriers,  sttffly,  8851 
Non-delivery  of  Letters,  q.,  947Si  9766 

Printing  Committee,  Report,  m.,  404,  974 

Privilege,  Procedure,  Select  Committee,  m., 
11328;  ois.,  11701 J  ad.  ref.,  12044 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  2r64-g 

Public  Service  Bill,  2K.,  12064 

Public   Service  : 
Injured    Officers,     Compensation,  supplv. 
"444 

Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  514;  com.  (scope  of 
quarantine),  1^6;  (proclamation  of  ports), 
1548,  1559;  (Govemor-Geoeral  mav  direct 
Slate  laws  to  cease  to  apply).  1771 

Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (London  Offices),  9489 
Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9768 
Postmaster-General  (Gratuities),  11401 
Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  11417 

Supply  Bill  (No.  s),  w.,  88so 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  sr.,  11733 

Tariff : 
Budget,  2153 

Commission's  recommendations,  q.,  1868 
Commission's  Reports,  exfl.,  2562 
Definition      British  manufacture,  abs.,  7440 
Government  proposals,  1748 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  q.,  6418 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2172-3 
Newspaper  information,  q.,  976 
Paints,  duty,  q.,  3332 

Preference,  British  Imports,  Budget,  3164-6 
Timber  duties,  q.,  6420 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Advertisements,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11087 
Agricultural,  &c..    Machinery,  6553,  6562, 

Arms,  6033,  6036,  6037 

Bicycles,  &c.,  7275 

Blacking,  ftc,  6S51 

Books,  n.e.i.,  7269 

Boots,  &c.,  7rs8 

Bottles,  empty,  6940,  6945,  6947 


Quick,  Hon.  Sir  John,  Et. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — eontinued. 
Casks,  &c.,  7132 

Catalogues,   &c.,   7173,   7176,   7183,  71871 

cons,  req.,  11071 
China,  &c.,  6898 

Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im- 


ports, 7422,  7440 
Curtains   and  Blinds, 


cons,    req.,  11438, 
11440-2 

Discs  for  agricultural  implements,  7452 
Electrical    machinery,    6800,    6801,  6807; 

cons,  req.,  11444 
Engines,  &c.,  6709,  6715 
Essential  oils,  6999 
Firebricks,  &c.,  6910 
Farnitare,  &c,  7002,  7018 
Fuse,  7383 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6923 

Glass,  polished,  &c.,  6923 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  11460 

Glue,  &c.,  6951,  6952 

Hogsheads.  7135 

Insecticides,  Ac,  6980 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6531,  6546,  6547 

Jewellery,  7143.  7147,  7148,  7150 

Lamps,  Ac.,  6039,  6040,  6044,  6045,  6047, 

6048 
Lasts,  7126 

Leather  manufnctures,  7164,  7165 
Leather,  745a 

Liquid  removers,  &c.,  6S95 

Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6733.  6739.  674* 
Machinery  and  parts,  6109 
Mining  engines,  Ac,  6773,  6784,  6793,  6797, 

6798 

Motive  power  machinery,  6656,  666t,  6664 

Nails,  6607,  6616 

Naphthalene,  6977 

Newspaper,  7196,  7205,  7ar3 

Oils,  6861,  6863,  6874;  cons,  req.,  utiS 

Paper   and    stationery,    7214,    7223,  7235, 

7238;  cons,  req.,  iio9t 
Paints  and  colours,  6877,  6S8r,  6884,  6886, 

6889 

Photograph  frames,  &c.,  7125 
Pianos,  7347,  7350 

Piece    Goods,    eons,    req.,    11463,  11465, 

11528,  11533 
Printing,  &c.,  inks,  7262 
Reaper  and  binder  twine,  7378 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11557 
Saccharin,  6975 
Saws,  ftc,  6749,  6752 
Shooksi,  7136,  7118 
Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  1106S 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6912,  6921 
Steam  road  rollers,  &c.,  6679,  6700,  6703 
Stone  and  marble,  6964,  6966 
Tanks,  6621  i. 
Tiles.  6907 

Timber,  &c^  702r,  7039,  7086,  7101,  7103, 

7105,  7106;  cons,  req.,  xii6i,  11165 
Varnishes,  6893 
Vehicles,  7289 
Weighing  machines,  6639 
Works  of  Art,  cons,  req.,  ijiSk,  II190 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs : 

Insulators,  Kaolin  clay,  q.,  3853,  5911 
Telephones : 
Extension  in  Rural  Districts,  suffly,  8852 
Melbourne  to  Sydney,  •n*?*'^:  WSJ^I^ 
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Said,' St.  Hon.   O.  H.,  P.a,  K.O.,  EasI 

Sydney  : 

Address-in-Rcply,  m.,  206 
Advertisiog  Australia,  q.,  10754,  11051 
Agriculture,  area  uoder  cultivatioQ,  Budgtt, 
3126 

American  Fleet,  10607 
Australian   Industrie*   Preservation  Bill,  as., 
8963,  9011 

Bounties  Bill,  com.,  first  schedule  (New  Zea- 
land flax),  1090;  (jute),  ioq2 ;  (mohair), 
1095,  1103;  (copra).  1106;  (olives),  112a; 
(sunflower  seed),  ii86;  (rice),  ri88;  (fruits 
—dates),  1310;  {fruits— dried),  f.o.,  1313-3-4; 
second  schedule,  1330-1-3;  recom.,  (specifica- 
tion of  bounties),  1385,  13S8;  (regulations), 
'390.  1392;.  3»-.  '393 

British  Party  Politics,  Australian  Interfer* 
cnce,  address,  210-11 

Britibh  Trade,  address,  216 

Budget,  3124 

Business  of  the  Session,  suffly,  88ai ;  obs , 
8930-1 

Capital  and  Labour,  Relations  of,  address, 
307-8 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  2R.,  3873;  cam. 
(taxation  by  States),  3889 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  reg.  (hats,  &c.), 
1061 1 ,  10615 ;  (garasols),  10620 ;  (piece 
goods),  10626  (f.o.,  10627),  10628,  1 1461, 
11465;  (waddings,  &c.},  10635,10640;  (socks, 
&c.),  10643,  10647;  (arms,  See),  10656; 
(agricultural  implements,  &u.),  10660,  10663, 
10664,  10671 ;  (motive  power  machinery), 
10675,  10681,  10685;  (manufactures  of 
metals),  10689  i  (aluminium  goods),  10707 ; 
(rock    drills),    10723;    (electrical  machines), 

f.  ff.,  10737-8,  10741 ;  (locks),  10776,  10781, 
io7(>o;  (standards.  Sec),  10800,  10801,  10803, 
11549;  (wheels),  10805;  (wi''c)>  1081a;  (oils), 
10818,  10838,  10881,  10882,  10894,  ioti95 
If.ff.,  10974,  io97S)»  10979.  11099.  "104. 
11552;  (roofing  tiles,  &c.),  10903;  (scientific 
apparatus),  10906 ;  (msecticides),  i  looa ; 
(furniture),  iioti  ;  (slipper  forms),  11068 ; 
(catalogues,  &c.),  11071  ;  (directories,  Ike), 
11076 ;  (advertisements,  &c.],  11083  i  (sheet 
lead,  Sec),  1 1443 ;  (gloves),  1 1460 ;  (pulley 
lead,  &c.),  10685,  fo->  'i54i.  "544;  (rails, 
fishplates),  10749;  (roasting  dishes),  10904; 
m.,  10805,  '1435*  {^'t  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs).) 

Defence  : 

Australian  Navy,  address,  215 

Military  Organization,  address,  215 

Minister's  Letters  on,  a.,  12041 

Naval  Agreement,    address,  315 ;  Budge/, 

3137-9 

Officers,  active  service  of,  g.,  2123 
Officers,  training  of,  address,  215 
Scheme,    Government,    q.,     8813 ;  tufply, 
8836-7 

Departmental    Administration,  Centralization, 

supply,  8825-6 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill,  p., 

6095 

Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  congratulations, 

3853 

hxcise  Exemption,  g.,  4200 

Excise   Tariff    Acts,    standard    of   wages,  f 

6097  {see  New  Protection) 
Excise  Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

g.  ,  6339 


eid.  Right  Hon.  G.  H.,  P.C.,  K.C.— continued. 
Federal    Capital,    address,    313-4;  ad/.^  3P^* 
J.,  1379,  8814 ;  supply,  8823-5,  893a  ("<  Se« 
of  Government  Bill) 
Financial     Relations.     Commonwealth  and 
States,  Budget,  3136-7,  1139-30;  n.,  10808; 
11787-9 

Forrest,  Sir  John,  personal  explanation,  11706 

Government,  position  of,  Budget,  3124-5;  '"^ 
fly,  10434,  10461,  10467 

Grievance  Day,  P-o.,  10404 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad- 
dress, 314-5 

House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11435 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  209-11,  216-7; 
398 

Income  Tax,  Federal  Salaries  and  Allowances, 

address,  314-5 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  31.,  11936 

{see  Old-age  Pensions) 
Judiciary  Bill,  3855 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 
215 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 

Bill,  mes^.  637 
Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C,  death  of,  m., 

1 1047 

Labour  Party,  address,  207;  Budget,  2135 
Linlithgow,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  m.,  8819 
Mails  : 

Mail   Contract,   cancelled,  address,  3ii-3; 

sufply,  1869;  g.,  4379,  5908,  6098 
service  to  Lurope,  adj.,  005 ;  g,,  4309,  4519, 

4957,  5908;  m.,  to  print  contract,  6134 
Maitland   Coal   Miners :  Postmaster-General, 
g.,  8818 

Manufactures  Encouratfemcnt  Bill,  mes.,  5913; 

2K.,  6032,  6139 
Maugcr,  Mr.,  speech  by,  tf.,  8S18 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  ia 

Europe,  addresst  209-11 
Ministers,  disclosure  of  their   relations,  g.^ 

11706 

Newspaper  Misrepresentations,  exfl.,  693 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  oiher  Beer,  3989,  4132 

General  Application,  g.,  6230 

{Vide  Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Norfolk  Island  Bill,  int.,  11795 
Northern  Territory,   Budget,  2132-3 
Old-age  pensions,  Budget,  2131-2  {see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium,  Importation  of,  g.,  3334 
Opposition,  position  of,  address,  307 
Parliament ; 

Slanders  on,  f.c,  10974;  '^^-i  10975;  "^'-t 
10979,  iiitH;  ?.»  11017 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com,  (publication), 

11674;  (no  action  for  libel),  11674;  (autbort- 

zation  to  print),  11675 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1894;  si-. 

1982 ;  com.,  (amount  of  allowance),  1993* 

1997 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  BUI,  SR.,  3898 
Parties,  Political,  State  of,  address,  206-7 
Population  of  Australia,  Budget,  3125-6 
Post  and   Telegraph   Department  : 

Cabinet  Committee,  g.,  10177;  supply, 
10181-4,  10303-4,  10434-41  :  Ministerial 
statement  {m.s.o.),  11629-30;  ott.,  11636* 
"655 

Centralization,  sufply,  10438 
Commission,  ^^^^Sb^X^ 
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Acid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H..  P.C.,  K.C.—<ontinMed. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department — eoniinued. 
Receipts    and   Expenditure,  suffly,  10199, 
1020a 

Royal  Commission,  suffly  {p.p.,  10404), 
10434-41,  10461  ;  Miaiaterial  '  statement, 
suffly,   10467   {m.s.o.f   11629-30,  11636), 

Postal  Serrice ; 

Boy  Labour,  suffty,  10438 
Employis,  Number  of,  suffly,  toaoo-i 
Prohibition  of  Correspondence,  suffly,  10235 
Salaries,  suffly,  88» 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  209-ti,  216-7  > 
Budget,  2138,  2141 

Pieferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4576,  4790,  4c>40. 
4970,  4990 

Premiers'  Conference,  official  report,  q., 
12040 

Prime  Minister,  absence  of,  obs.,  193 ;  ad- 
dress,  206;  Budge/,  2124;  actions  of ,  in  Eng- 
land, address,  ao9>ii;  exfl.,  693-4;  Acting 
Prime  Minister,  g.,  297 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  2230 

Privilege,  Select  Committee  tm  Procedure,  re- 
port, m.,  11703 

Prosperity  of  Australia.  Budget,  aiaj,  siag 

Public  Service : 

Commissiooer,  suffly,  10437-8 
Officers'  Celebration,  party  complexion,  suf- 
fly, 882a 

<3uarantine  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  8939,  8949 

Revenue  Returns,  10751 

Scat  of  Government  Bill,  as.,  10311  (see  Fede- 
ral Capital) 

Senate  Vacancy,  South  Australia,  address,  214: 
suffly,  8855.9 

Shipping  Combine,  Alleged,  odj.,  3950 ; 
t*ff->  3955-6 

Standing  Orders,  suspension,  suffly,  S863 

Sugar  Bounty,  Budget,  3130-1 

Supply  : 

Postmaster-General    (Central    Staff).  10181, 
loigt)  (f.o.,  11212-3),  10235 
Supply  Bill  (Ntk  3),  eid.  ref.,  1869 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5784 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5).        8821,  8855,  8859 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  int.,  9010;  eons,  mes., 
11670 ;  2K.,   1 1833 ;  eoiu.,  (commencement), 
11861;  (Payments  to  Trust  Accounts),  11862 

Tariff  : 

Address,  207-11,  217 
Budget,  2134,  2133-43 

■Commission's  Recommendations,  g.,  1865 
Duties,  Collection  of,  f.,  11052 
I-'ree-trade  Cause,  alleged  betrayal  of,  suf- 
fly, 41 12 

Free-traders,  attitude  of,  suffly,  3993-3 
Industries,  Preferential  Treatment  of,  suf' 
fly.  4846 

Machinery  Exemptions,  adj.,  4461 

New   Protection,   Budget,   2141-3;  suffly, 

3990.7,  4"3-7>  4132;  4200 
Order  of  Consideration,       4280;  m.,  4337 

4330).  43S4 
Progress  Report  on  Requests,  m.,  10805 
Taxation,   Increase  of,  suffly,  '^989-90 
Wire-netting,   suffly,   4123,    4125;  prece- 
dence to  item,  4123,  4125,  4337,  4JS4 


Reid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H.,  P.C.,  K.C.—eontimuei. 
Tariff  Resolutisns  (Customs) : 
Advertisements,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11083 
Agricultural   Machinery,   &c.,  6055 ;  cent. 

req.,  10660,  10662,  io66dU  10671 
Ale,   Porter,  and  other  'Beer,  3989,  411a, 

4123,  4125,  4132 
Aluminium  Goods*  cons,  reg;  10707 
Amylic  Alcohol  and  Fusel  Oil,  4137 
Animals,  4769  if.o.,  477a) 
Apparel,  5616 

Arms,  &c.,  6035;  cons,  req.,  10656 

Bags,  &c.,         to  report,  573a 

Biscuits,  4779-tSo 

Blankets,  &c.,  5725 

Blue,  4782,  4790 

firasswork,  &c.,  6112 

Candles,  4940,  4969,  4970 

Catalogues,  ftc-,  cons,  req.,  11071 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5741 

Directories,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11076 

Dutiable   Machinery   proclaimed,  6112 

Electrical  Machines,  cons.  req.  if.o.)  10731- 

Furniture,  eons,  req.,  iioii 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  11460 

Hats,  &c.,  cans,  req.,  10611,  10615 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5434 

Insecticides,  tons,  req.,  Iiooa 

Lamps,  &c.,  6040,  6048 

Lock^  com.  req.,  10776,  10781,  10790 

MacMbe  Tools,  6112 

Machinery  and  Parts,  6103 

Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  req.,  10689 

Milk,  5507,  5518 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  eons,  req.,  106751 
10681 

Oils,  cons,  req.,  10818,  10838,  10881,  1088a, 
10894,  10895,  ^0974.  >o975)i  «»979. 

"999.  11104,  11553 
Parasols,  cons,  req.,  10620 
Piece  Goods,  5805,  5824,  5837,  5840,  5842, 
5844  [f.o.,  5^16.50),  5851,  5914;  cvfs.  req., 
10626,  10638,  (f.o.,  10627),  Ii46i>  "4^5 
Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10685  >  t-"'* 

11541,  11544 
Rails,  Fish  Plates,  cons,  req.,  10749 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10904 
Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10723 
Roofing  Tiles,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10903 
Scientific  apparatus,  cons,  req.,  10906 
Sheet  Lead,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11443 
Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  11068 

Soau,  5545.  5546 

Socks,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10643,  '°°47 

Standards,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  loSoo,  10801, 
10802,  1 1 549 

Starch,  &c.,  5547 

Stearine,  &c.,  5154 

Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  563a,  5633 

Tobacco,  4230,  4302,  4304 

Wadding,  &c.,  eons.  req..  10635,  10640 

•Wheels,  eons,  req.,  10805 

Wine,  4140,  4141,  4201 

Wire.netting,  4443  (f.o.,  4455).  4563.  457* 

Wire,  cons,  req.,  toSta 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4322 

Starch,  5548,  5550 
Vacancy  in  Senate,  South  Australia,  addrttit 

2144  J  suf^y,  8855.8,  886*>  I 
Digitized  by  La OOQ IC 
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RusMll,  Senator  E.  J.,  Victoria: 

Address- m-Reply,  m.,  39a 

Agricultural  Implement  Maken  Unionj  adj., 

5493  lA"-  5495).  M96 
Appiopriatioa  Bui,  3R.«  10393 
AppropriatioD   (Worki   and   BuildiaRs)  Bill, 

3R.,  3848 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  3K., 
4606;  torn.  (Burden  of  proof),  5017 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com,  (States  duty 
stamps},  2201 

Boonties  Bill,  e»m.f  First  Schedule  (rice), 
3486 

Child  Labour,  adj.,  Tjya 

Coal  Combine,  alleged,  a<i;.,  3693 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.^  Schedole : 

Apparel,  &c.,  8197 

Bicycles,  &c.,  9819 

Biscuits,  7666,  7675 

BUnkets,  &c.,  8259 

Cresylic  Acid,  ftc,  9273,  9274 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliaoces,  9050;  cent. 

"598 
Engines,   &c.,  8689 
Filing  Nets,  &c.,  9917 
Glue,  8532 

Insecticides,  &c.,  93S0,  9291 ;  eons. 
11239 

Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9077 

Oils,  com.  req.,  11234 

Rubber,  Manufactures,  n.c.i.,  9672 

Steel  Wheels,  &c.,  9184  # 

Stripper  Harvesters,  8586 

Talking  Machines,  9657 

Tanks,  8614 

Timber,  9545;  cent,  reg.,  ii-^7 
Hetence  t   Compulsory  Training,  address,  393 
Defence  Bill,  2R.,  5686 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
com.  (reference  of  question),  5656;  reeom. 
(pending  petitions),  5777,  5780 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  £0m.  Schedule :  (Glucose), 
10038 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machioeiy)  Act, 
3049.  3'49i  7543.  7567;  od;..  5764 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (legal  representa- 
tion), SI19.  512a,  5127,  5128;  3B.,  5382 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States,  supply,  31149 

Immigration  :   Encouragement,   address,  394, 

396 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  393 

Income  Taxation,  Victoria,  m.,  1278 

Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  2R., 

12017  >  (investigation   by  Registrar), 

12037 

Jumbunna  and  Outtrim  Mines ; 

Dismissals,  3.,  7926,  8104 
Labour  Conditions,  address,  395 
Labour  Party,  charges  of  extravagance,  typ* 
ply,  3848,  3850 


Luid  Tax.  address.  394 

"Co 

3848-9 


London  Offices  of   Commonwealth,  supply. 


Mail  Contract  Cancelled,  address,  394-5 
NaTigation  Conference,  address.  393 
Northern  Territory,  address,  393 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  earn.  (J.  Wilson), 
10067 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  ax.,  2107;  earn. 

(amount  of  allowance),  2118 
Preferential  Trade,  address.  393 


RnueU,  Senator  £.  J. — eontinued. 

Prime  Minister,  actions  of  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 393 

Tariff  : 
Address,  393 

Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  2044 
Wages  in  Australian  States,  address,  395 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones : 

Pole  Dressers,  g.,  8482,  8506,  8868 ;  supply, 
10393-4 

Underground  Workmen,   g.,  7927 

Ruwell,  Senator  W..  SotUh  AuHraiia  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  140 
Adjoummeota  of  Soiate,  supply,  1034 
Advertising  the  Commonwealtn,  supflyt  5894, 

6350 

Appropriation   (Works   and   Buildings)  Bill, 

2K.,  3913;  com..  Schedule  (Defence),  4042; 

(Post    and   Telegraphs),   4047:  (Commoa- 

wealth  Offices,  London),  4077 
Australian  Cattle,  Argentine,  g.,  5981 
Australian    Industries    Preservation  Bill,  tf., 

4599;  ad.  rep.,  5184 
Ben  Tillett,  g.,  5082 

Bounties  Bill,  2S.,    2442 ;    eom.    (notice  of 
oonditions),  278a ;  (regulations),  2855 ;  First 
Schedule    (mohair),    5387;    (rice),  3469; 
(coffee),  3582,  3714;  (dateg),  4384 
Cauciu  InBuence,  expl.,  4085 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (ta^atioS 

by  States),  1576 
Compulsory  Repurchase    of   Land,  addreu, 
1424 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  ik.,  7547;  2R.,  7595 ;  com.. 
Schedule  : 
Agricultural  machinery,  n.e.i.,  8579 
Ammonia  Condensox  Coils,  9170 
Apparel,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  82x5 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Butter  and  Cheese,  7698 
Carbide  of  calcium,  9268 
Carpets,  ftc,  8274 
Electrical,  ftc,  appliances,  8898 
Fancy  Goods,  9651 
Fire  extinguishers,  8774 
Fruits,  &c.,  781 1 
Furniture,  9361 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  &c.,  8491 
Gloves,  eons,  req.,  10931 
Glue,  8518 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared,  7912 
Hay  and  Chaff,  7923;  eons.  req..  10659, 
10863 

Insecticide,  &c.,  0284,  9290 
Iron  and  steel,  qtSS 
Iron  Pipes,  &c.,  9084 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  8563 
LampSj  8571 
Liquorice,  7760 
Meats,  ftc,  8012,  8015 
Milk,  8030 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8050 
Oils,  8440;  cons,  req.,  11330,  11333 
Paints,  &c.,  8460,  8462 
Paper,  n.e.i.,  0760 
Piece  Goods,  8148;  p.o..  8165,  8166 
Rice,  8068 

Sausage  Casings,  8018 
Screws,  8783 

Steam  road  rollers,  866a 
Steel  wheels.  Ac,  pt81,^„f „ 
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RuskUj  Senator  W. — tontinued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  C&nhxAMXty-eaniiHued. 
Stone  and  Marble,  8535^  8553 
Stripper  Harvesters,  8583 
Tallow,  &c.,  8379,  8380 
Tanks,  8614 
Tea,  8109 

Timber,  9556;  cons.  req..  11601,  11604 
Voltoids  of  sal-ammoniac,  9279 
Weighing  machines,  8619,  8623 
Wicker,  Bamboo,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  9569 
Wire  netting,  91^6 
Defence  : 

Easter  EncampmCDt,  Nairn,  9137 

Officers,  suffiy.  8006 

Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  suffty,  404a 

Disputed  ElectioDf  and  Qualifications  Bill,  as., 

5578;  recom.  (pending  petitions),  5778 
Division,  f.o.^  8165,  8166 
Electoral  Law  Amendment,  address,  146-7 
Excise  Procedure  Bill,  jk.,  .^384 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

adj.,  5768;  suffiy,  6328J  f.,  10920,  iiaai 

{see  New  Protection) 
Federal  Capital,  address,  146;         828  (see 

Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Government,  position  of,  address,  140-t 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  y.,  9/96 
High  Commissioner,  q.,  yj^.    [See  London 

Offices) 

Immigration,  address,  143-6;  q.,  4244;  tuffly, 

.5894-6 

Income  Tax,  Victoria,  m,,  1278 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  sCk.,  13034 

{see  Old-age  Pensions) 
Judiciary  Bill,  com.  (jurisdiction   of  High 

Court),  942;  exfl.,  ro54 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 

146 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  2R.,  1373;  com.,  (obligation  to  con- 
struct), f.o.,  1515 

Labour  Party,  address,  144 

L>*Dd  Settlement,  q.,  4344,  4707;  suffiy, 
'i894-6 

t-aod  Taxation,  address,  143-0 

London  Offices,  CommoDwealtb,  mffly,  3914, 

4077    (see  High  Commissioner) 
New    Protection    (Tariff),    7547,    7595  (see 

Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Northern  Territory,  address,  141-2 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  142 ;  q.,  9422  («« 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opposition,    Selection    of    Leader,  suffiy, 

6327-8 

Parliamentary   Allowances   Bill,   com.  (com* 

mencement),  2119 
Parliament  Gardens,  suffiy.  5884 
Post  Offices  : 

Unley,  suffiy,  7547 

Gawler,  q.,  5083,  7569 
Postal  Service  : 

Letter-boxes,  residences,  suffiy,  4047 

Office  hours,  q.,  5082 

Pillar-box  clearances,  suffiy,  3914 

Sale  of  Stamps,  q.,  5083,  7569 
Quarantine  Bill,  earn,  (proclamation  of  ports), 

";:?25 

Reid,  Right  Hon.  G.  H.,  M.P.,  attendance 

in  Parliament,  address,  147 
Seat    of    Government  Bill,  q.,    laiot  {tee 

Federal  Capital) 


Russell,  Senator  W. — continued. 
Senate   Election,    South   AustraHa,  addrest, 
'46-7;        3364:        (/-"-i  4396)*  4797  i  t-. 
4S93 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  w.,  37 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  ib.,  139 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com,  (issue  and  appHca- 
tion),  1934 

Supply  Bill  [No.  3).  cm.  (schedule).  The  Par^ 
Itament,  5884 ;  External  Affairs,  5894;  3R., 

5907 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR,,  6327;  com.,  6350 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  com..  Schedule  (Defence), 


Tariff : 

Address,  141;  suffiy,  3915-6 
Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  3051J  m.s.o.,  3051 
Wire  Netting,  g.,  1814,  1926 

Salmon,  Hon.  G.  G.,  Laantcoot-if : 

Additional  Sitting  Day,  m.,  6519 
Advertising  Australia,  q.,  10754-5,  iti56;«x^., 
II 046 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  sB., 
9ita;  com.   (definition),  9130;  (Burden  of 

Proof),  9198;  q.,  9191 
Bounties  Bill,  3R.,  821 

Census  Statistics  :  Representation  of  Victoria', 
q.,  10484 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  317 

Child  Mortality,  New  South  Wales,  q.,  3998 

Courtesy  Calls,  Official,  suffiy,  9418 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  3R.,  7466;  cons,  req., 
(sago,  ftc),  10499;  (^*ty  chaff),  10536; 
(matches),  10549,  10550,  10553,  10553;  (aP" 
parel),  10567;  (hats,  Ac),  10603;  exfl., 
10605;  (arms,  &c.),  10658;  (motive  power 
machinery)  [^.i?.,  10681),  10684,  ii536;i(nianu- 
f  acturcs  of  metals),  10691,  10698 ;  (rock 
drills},  10712,  10725,  10729 ;  (electrical  ma- 
chines), f.o.,  10736-9;  (locks),  10798;  (oils), 
10915,  109S3,  mil ;  (catalogues),  11073; 
(timber),  11 152 ;  (kinematographs,  &c.), 
11065;  (licht-pausrohpapier),  11171;  (hoists, 
patent),  10685  (see  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence  : 

Adult  Military  Training,  m.,  2255 
Appointments,  Military,  q.,  4200 
Cadets  Encampment,  9955 
Criticism  by  Lt.-Col.  Onslow,  q.,  11703 
Disclosure  of  information,  q.,  13(57 
Empire  Ride  Matches,  q.,  11019 
Government  Policy,  adj.,  7540 
Guns,  lights,  &c.,  su-pfly,  3745 
Medical  Reserve  Corps,  q.,  6968,  10609 
Military  Board,  q.,  3589,  397a,  7458 
New  "Service"  Bridle,  q.,  385a 
Officers'  rerords,  q.,  3334 
Reserve  Officers,  q.,  4518 
RiSe  Association,  Victoria,  q.^  3995 
Rifles,  supply,  q..  ^^yj 
Training  of  Forces,  6025 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  10965 

Government   Business,  precedence,  m.,  3801 ; 

High  CommissioneT,  q.,  5416 

Immigration,  suffiy,  9416-7 

Inspector-General  of  Public  Works,  suf^y, 
9787,  9792 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  f.o.,  6500-1 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  :  ^  . 
Tobacco,  4208  Digitized  by  LaOOgie 
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SalmOD,  Hon.  C.  C. — continued. 

Newspaper  kdvertisementt,  g.,  3269 
PailiameDt,  Reflections  on,  ois.,  ic^3,  iiiii 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  1922 
Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  n.,  888; 

expl.,  2313;  ad;.  \f.o.,  3095),  3100 
Petitions  containing  incorrect  statements,  f.o.^ 

2999 

Plummer,  Mr.  },,  g.,  10754-5;  exft.,  11046 
Postal  Service  : 

Deputy  Postmaster- General,  Victoria,  mffly, 
4850 

Privilege,  signatures  to  petition,  m.,  3412 

Procedure,  adj.,  9236 

Public  Service ; 
States  Officials,  Work  by,  7397 

Quarantine  Bill,  sr.,  523;  torn,  (scope  of 
quarantine),  1431,  1452;  (general  definitions), 
'33^t  '544  >  (proclamation  of  ports),  1550 ; 
(surveillance),  1719;  (quarantine  by  vessel), 
1731 ;  (power  to  destroy  aaimals),  1728; 
(liability  of  owners  and  agmts  for  pro 
visions,  &c.,  for  quarantined  persons),  1730; 
(penalty  for  importing  contrary  to  proclama- 
tion), 1732;  (persons  may  tie  vaccinated), 
17^4 ;  (examination  of  imported  animals), 
1763;  exfl.,  1764 

Rural  Industries,  development,  12158 

Seizure  of  Japanese  Goods  by  Customs,  q.. 
6024 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3963 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Administration),  9416 
Home  Affairs  (Public  Works  Staff),  9787, 

(179a 

The  Parliament  (Gardens),  8966 

Works  and  Buildings  (Treasury)  3595) ; 

(Defence),  3745 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2)  ad.  ref.,  1870 
Tariff : 

Kerosene  Duties,  jr.,  7299 

ProRress  Report  to  Senate,  10817 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural    Machinery,    &c.,    6554,  6556, 

6557  6564 
Apparel,  cens.  req.,  10567 
Arms,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  106^8 
Bags,  &c.,  m.  to  report,  ^73^ 
Blacking,  ftc,  6852 
Cameras,  &c.,  ^393 
Carbon  Bisulphide  7^92 
Carbonate  of  Ammonia,  6979 
Catalogues,  &c.,  7181 ;  £ons,  req.,  11073 
Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im. 

ports,  7428 
Confectionery,  &c.  ip.o.,  5218),  5256 
Cosies  and  CusbioDs,  5740 
Dry  Plates,  7395 

Electrical  Machines,  eons,  reg.,  f.o.,  107361 

10739 
Engines,  &c.,  6716 
Fuse,  7388 

C^as  Analysis  Apparatus,  &c.,  6931,  6933 

Glucose,  4633 

Glue,  4c.,  6953,  6954 

Glycerine,  6998 

Covemors,  Importations  for,  7421 
Grain  and  Pulse,  5352 

Hats,  &c.,  5970,  5974;  "1603; 

exfl.,  10605 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5436;  cons,  req.,  10536 
Hoists,  P-itcnt,  cons,  req.,  10685 
Insecticides,  6079,  6981 


Salmon,  Hon.  C.  C, — eonttnued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Jewellery,  7144 

Kinematographs,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11065 
Licht-pausrohp&pier,   cons,   req.,  11171 
fiquid  Removers,  &c.,  6S95 
Locks,  cons,  req.,  10798 
Manufacture  of  Metals,  eont.  rag.,  10691^ 
10698 

Matches,  cons,   req.,   10549,   lo^yh  loSS'r 

10553 

Meats,  &c.,  5457,  t^t& 
Milk,  5513 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6658;  c»su.  req., 

{f.o..  10681),  10684,  11536 
Musical  Instruments,  7350 
Nails,  66ot 

Oils,  6S72;  cons,  req.,  10915,  10983,  iiiii 
Opium,  6995 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7239 
Piece  Goods,  5823  (f.o.,  5840) 
Roasting  Dishes,  ftc,  6911 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10712,  10725,  10729 
Rubber  Manufactures,  7161 
Rubber,  Waterproof  Piece  Goods,  Rebate. 
7413 

Sago,  &c.,  cont.  req.,  10499 
Scientific  Apparatus,  7409,  7410,  7411 
Steam  Road  Roller,  6681 
Stone  and  Marble,  6958 
Tanks,  6622 

Timber,  &r.,  7096;  eons.  req..  11152 
Tobacco,  4296 
Tool  Handles,  7120 
Wine,  4142 

Wire  Netting,  4571;  (p.o.,  4574) 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Glucose,  4638 

Tobacco,   (p.o.,   4301^ ( 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Forms,  telegraph,  q.,  11704 

Guarantees,  telephone,  q.,  ^589 

Underground  Wires,  q.,  10131,  10609 
Womeo^s   Work   Exhibition,   suffly,    1870-1 ; 
4955:  6673 

Sampson,  Mr,  8.,  Wiitmf:ra : 

Address-in-Reply,   m.,  326 

Advertising     Resources    of  Commonwealth, 

suf^y,  q6oo 
Bounties     Bill,    2».,     897J     first  ichedulr 

(period),  1067;  (olives),  iiii 
Breweries,  Registration  of,  q.,  9483 
Budget,  m.,  2964 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12093 
Corn  Sacks,  q.,  7462 

Customs    Tariff    Bill,    cons,   req.,    (hay  and 
chaff),  10540;  (hats,  &c.),  10588;  (typr.  &c.|, 
10709 ;    (oils),     10882 ;     (timber),     1 103  j ; 
(printing   ink),   11094;  (directories),  11457 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions,  Customs) 

Defence  : 

Thursday  Island  Defences,  suffly,  11367 
Electoral  Act  :  Counting  of  Voles,  tuffly,  977,-' 
Estimates,  Additional,  suffly,  11367,  11396 
Excise  Tariff   Acts,  standard  of  wages,  a., 

6089,  6098  »    T  - 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act.  f., 

6130,  7296;  adj.,  6369,  « 163 
Federal  C^V^^'>^r,0m^y^OQ\^ 


Jvly  S,  1907,  to  June  6  W08. 
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SampiOQ,  Mi.  S.—contiHued. 
Financial  Kelatioiu,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

i'ljget,  3964-^ 
Hr^b  CommissioDCT,  address,    337 ;  suffly, 

8970 

ftnmi^^r.ilion,  address,  ^26-7;  Budget,  3965-7; 

S'ipfly,  8970,  9600,  9629;  y.j  11389 
Imperial  CoofeicDCe,  address,  336 
Jiivulid    i"tl    Olil-Bge     Pensions     Bill,  aR., 
11959;          (pcisoas   dis(|ualified),  11973; 
(oecessary  coDdiciuns),   11975   (see  Old-age 
Peouaat) 
Irrigation,  address,  328-9 

{uiJiciarv  Bill,  exfi.,  ■fi^2 
[aJgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Oil],  meS;  619 
Lmd  Taxation,  supply,  897a 
Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  f,,  latu 
Manufactures    EocouTagement     fiillt  etm., 

(schedule),  12179 
Northern  Territory,  oit/reu,  327-8;  g.,  10524 
OM-age  Pensions,       11918  (see  loTalid  and 

Old-age  PensioDs  Bill) 
Postal  Service : 
Country  Faci.itics,  suffly,  10160-1 
Contract  Offices,  suffly,  11396 
Post  nnd  TelcF^rapti  Department,  Mioisterial 

statement,  m.s.o.,  11634 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4783 
l^uaraniine  Bill,  a>.,  555 ;  lom.    (KCaeral  de* 
finitions),   1^41;  (examinatioo  of  imported 
ani'malst.  172a,  1724 
irysion,  Work  of,  adj.,  laaoa 
uppfy  : 

KxlernaJ     Affairs     (Administration),  8970; 

'Miscellaneous),  cfioo,  9649,  11364 
Home  AfTiiirs  (Electoral  Office},  977a;  (Mii- 

c^Haneous),  11367 
Postmaater-Goieral :  fCentnl  Staff),  10160 

'plus  Revenue  Bill,  alt.,  11762 
-iff  Resolutinns  (riistoms)  : 
tags.  &c.,  5646,  5737 
l;i n kets ,  Sec, ,  S7^>  V*A 
lue.  4783 

irbon  Bisulphide,  7393 
m/'cctionery,  Ac,  52^7 
rectoriea,  cons   req.^  ii457 
uirs  and  Vegetables,  S'l^^  ^'Sa,  ^330 
t«.   &c.,   5957,    5974,    5975,  5*176; 
ef.,  10588 

y  anil  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10540 
feticides,  &c. ,  6000 

rhinery     and     Macbines,    and  Ifachinc 
00  Is,  6748 
ts,  Ac,  «;4<7 

.   eons,  req.,  1088a 
o«t  73J4 

ing'   Ink.,  cons,  req.,  11094 

,    Afcc,  6827 

ng   Tiles,  6qo6-8 

CO,  4*8.3 

r,    &c. ,    706a;  cons,  req.,  11031 
ftc. .   eifns.     req.,  10709  (wr  Cnstomi 
FT  Bill) 

s,  3?-' 

ration  of. 

■re  Records,  8928 


Sampson,  Mr.  S. — continued. 
Telegraphs   and   Telephones  : 

Cnarges  for  Telephones,  suffly,  11396 
Country  Facilities,  suffly,  10160-1 
Kenmg  Telephone  Service,  q.,  10963 

Bayers,  Senator  R.  J.,  Queensland : 
AddresS'in-Reply,  m.,  378 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5905-6 
American  Fleet,  visit  of,        11983,  12102 
Appropriation  Bill,  JR.,  10395 
Appropriation    (Works  and   Building's)  Bill, 
as.,  38*6.  3841 J   com.,  schedule  (Defence), 

4037.  4039.  4041 
Australian   Industries  Preservation   Bill,  n., 
4610;  com.  (Burden  of  proof),  (f.o.,  5044), 
5008,  5110,  5111;  ad.  ref.,  518*1 
Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address,  386-7 
Bounties  BUI,  2R.,  27CI ;  cam.  (approp'intion), 
2768;  (bounties),  1769;  (notice  of  conditions), 
2781;  (regulations),  3854,  2858,  2863;  First 
Schedule  (tobacco),  4252,  4906;  (hsh),  4267, 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (presentment  of 

cheque),  3409 
Bounties,  address,  38<i 
Business,  State  of,  adj.,  1713 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2R.,  laiij 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  torn,  (taxation 

by  States),  957 
Cotton  Industry,  Queensland,  address,  382-3 
Cotton -ginning  Machinery,  q.,  829 
Customs    Tariff     Bill,     38.,     7620;  eom.. 
Schedule  :  , 
Adding   and    Computing   MachioeS|  eont, 

req.,  10937 
Agricultural  Machinery,  8594 
Ammonia,  cons,  req.,  11238 
Arms,  8557 
Arrowroot,  7951 
Bananas,  7855 
C'ollee,  7779 
Cutlery,  8599 
Eteclrical  Appliances,  8896 
Engines,  &c.,  8677 
Fish.  7801 
Fishing  Nets,  9918 
Fruits,  &c.,  7822 
Furniture,  93&> 
Glue,  8503 
Glycerine,  &c.,  9297 
Grain  and   I'utse,  prepared,  7917 
Hats,  &c.,  Saqj 

Hay  and  Chaff,  7938;  eons,  req.,  10861 
Insecticides,  &c.,  9286 
lounges  and  Settees,  9387 
Machinery,  frc,  8708 

Manufactures    of    Metals,    n.e.i.,  8735, 

8746;  (f.o.,  8749),  8756,  876a 
Matches,  8001 
Milk,  8033 

Mining  Engines,  Sec,  8790,  8795 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  8640 
Nuts,  8040 
O-ls,  8100.  8447 
Paints,  &c.,  846c; 
Piece  Goods,  8142,  8165,  8175 
RaiN,  Fish  Plates,  Sic,  efns.  req.,  10954, 

ioqs7 

Ten.  8ii<; 

Timber,  946a;  eons,  req.,  11248  , 
Tobacco,  unmanu^g^ij^^Q^le 
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Sayers,  Senator  R.  J. — continued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill  [Sc\kcd\x\c)— continued. 

Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 

Weigbiag  Machines,  8633 

Wire  Netting,  9166 
Defence  : 

Australian  Navy,  address,  389-92 

Cadets,  address,  393 

Expenditure,  suffly,  13142 

Military,  address,  389-91 

Navfi.l  Agreement,  address,  383-4 

Proteeior,  address,  390 

Rifle  Clubs,  address,  391 ;  suffly,  13143 

Rifle  Range,  Brisbane,  suffly.  4037,  4039, 

4041 

Transport  Waggons,  q.,  7704 ;  obs.^  7843-4 
Division,  f.o.,  8165 

Electoral  Act  Amendment,  address,  384-5 
Estimates,  latr  presentation  of,  suffty,  10395 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8079 
Immigration  Encouragement,  address,  sSo*! ; 

suffly,  5905-6 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.  3R.,  rzotS; 

com,  (persons  disqualified),  13031 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railw&y,  g.,  11317 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augu^a  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  3K.,  1 174;  (om.    (power  to  make  sui* 

vey),  1484 

Labour  Conditions,  Charters  Towers,  address, 

37^f  385 
Land  Settlement,  sufply.  5905*6 
Land  Taxation,  address,  379 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  38a6-8, 

3841-3;  q.,  8104 
Lone  Hand,  suffly,  12145 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  address,  387-8 
New  Protection  (Tariff),  7623;  q.,  11381-3 
Northern    Territory,    address,    381 ;  tuffly, 

1853-5 

Officeni'    Compensation   Bill,   com.  (Colonel 

Ricardo),  10060 
Paraguay   Communistic    Settlement,  address, 

380-7 

Parliament  House,  Accommodation  for  Sena- 
tors, suffly,  8980;  Sewering  of,  963a 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  eem.,  (no  action 
for  publishing),  13135 

Personal  Explanation,  8979 

Postal  Service  : 
Departmental  Disorganization,  8917-9 
Letter  Carriers,  Queensland,  suffly,  1853 
Postmaster.  Gawler.  q.,  5083 
Queensland  Mails,  q.,  2031 ;  Cooktown,  q., 
11987 

Working  Hours  of,  suffly,  1853,  1855 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  Royal  Com- 
mission, q.,  9136 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  m.,  9533;  q.,  9633, 
1 1 330 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  to  print  paper,  f.ff., 
136;  m.,  to  adopt  report,  4465,  7843,  8225 

Public  Serricc : 
Centralization   of   Administration,  luffly, 

i8<;2-3 

Inefficiency  of,  address,  383 

Working  hours  of,  suffiy,  1855 
Quarantine  Bill,  3B.,  4^05;  ecm.  (proclamation 

of  ports),  <;4ga 
Questions,  answers  to,  suffly,  1851 
Repatri»led  Australians,  387 
Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4804 
Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  adj.,  3623 
State  Guarantee :  Loisei,  suffly,  13138 


Sayers,  Senator  R.  J  .—continued. 
Sugar  Industry,  address,  381 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iR.,  1851;  earn,  (jj 

and  application),  1941 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  eem.,  schedule  {Eztemal 

Affairs),  5905 
Supj)ly  Bill  (No.  s),         8917;  com.,  Sdie- 

dule  (Parliament),  8980 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  iH.,  12138;  a«., 

1214a;  com.  (schedule),  12145 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  a&.,  11900 
Tariff,  address,  379,  381 ;  suffly,  194a 
Telegraphs  and  Telephone  Service  : 

Cypher    Telegrams,  q.,   1330,   1937,  3oa9» 
3031;  adj.,  1685-7;  ^«ffly>  1851-2 

Departmental  Disorganization,  %t7-9 

Telegraphic    Communication,  QueensUnd^ 
t*^fth'  'a»38 
Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o.,  305a 
Voting  Machines,  m.,  1274 
Wages  in  Australian  States,  address,  ^8-9 

Slnolair,  Mr.  H.,  Moreton: 

Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  sufftf. 
9626 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  329 

Australian  Cattle  for  Ai^entine,  f.,  6677 

Bounties,  address,  330 

Butter  Grading,  address,  334-6 ;  f 4649. 
4958 

Chinese  Immigration,  address,  336 

Coastal  Lights,  address,  334 

Commerce  Act,  address,  334-6 

Corn  Sacks,  size  of,  q.,  10753 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (vegetables), 
10530;  (Standards,  &c.),  10799;  (Scicntins 
Apparatus),  10906-7,  iow8;  (Timber),  11146, 
11151,  111531  iti6a;  (CvsUins  and  Blinds)^ 
11440  (j»  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)) 

Defence ; 
Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3449 

Electoral  Law  Amendment,  address,  333 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
address,  333-4;  tuffly,  5705  (see  New  Pro- 
tection) 

Farm  Implements,  Excise  Tariff  Act,  address, 
334 

Financial     Relations :     Commonwealth  vsA 

State,  address,  331 
Immigration,  address,  336;  suffiy,  9626 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  329-30 
Invalid   and   Old-age   Pensions    Bill,  com., 

medical    examination),   11978    {see  Old-age 

Pensions) 

Kanakas,  Repatriation,  address,  333 

Mails  : 

Contractors,  Payment  of,  f.,  2313,  5530 

Service  to  Europe,  331-3 
New   Protection  (Tariff),    4109-12,    4644  {see 

Excise  Tariff) 
Northern  Territory,  address.  3ir 
Gld-age  Pensions,  address,  331   {see  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Petitions,  Prayers  of  Petitioners,  3619 
Post  Offices  : 

Beaudesert,  suffiy,  3531 

Brisbane,  suffiy,  3531 

Gatton,  suffly,  3531 

Lighting  of,  suffly,  3531 

Railway,  tuf^v.  3531 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  q.,  10524^ 
Preferential  Tra^3,,f#/fff€0Ogle 
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Sioclaii,  Mr.  H. — continued. 

Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  ^ae^ 
Prime    Minister,    Actions   of    in  England, 

addresst  329-30 
Queensland  State  Elections,  address,  329 
Shioping  Combine,  alleged,*  adj.,  3936 
States  Debts,  address^  331 
Sugar  Bounties,  address,  330-.1 
SuDpIy  : 

utemal  Affairs  (miscellaneous),  9626. 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9737 

Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3446;  (Defence),  3449;  (Post  and  Tele- 
graphs, Queensland)  3541 ;  (Telegraph  and 
Telephones,  Queensland),  3554 
Tariff  : 

Address,  330,  333-4 

Antimony,  Duty  on,  q.,  11157 

Petition  of  Music  Teachers,  3619 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Ale,  Porter,  and  Other  Beet,  4x09 

Arrowroot,  5445 

Boots,  &c.,  7158 

Chumi,  &c.,  6569 

Coffee,  &c.,  5264 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5253 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  tons,  reg.,  11440 

Fish,  5*78 

Glucose,  462S 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5353 

Hay  and  Chaff,  5431 

Hogsheads,  713b 

Jewellery,  7150 

Lasts  and  Trees,  7126 

Leather  Manufactures,  7168 

Marine  Engines,  6660 

Milk,  5SI2 

Newspaper,  7196  7209),  7212 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7242 
Parchment,  7i67 
Salt,  j;^40 

Scientific   Apparatus,   cons,   ref.t  10906-7, 
1090S 

Standards,  ftc,  tons,  reg..  10799 
Sugar,  47i6s 

Timber,   cons-   req.,   iir46,   11151,  11153, 
1 1 162 

Tool  Handles,  7123,  7124 

Vegetables,  cons,  req.,  10520 
{Sff  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Glucose,  4644 

Starch,  5548,  5556 
Tel^raphs  and  Telephones : 

Br!!<bane  and  Sydnev.  q.,  6677 

Country  Districts,  Extension,  suffly,  3554; 
q..  10464 

Guarantees,  suffly,  i^ir 

Guarantees,  Telephone,  q.,  12042 

Insulators,  q.,  iirSi 

Telephones,  Country  Towns,  10464 
Trawler,  suffly,  3446 

Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K.C.,  Parktu  : 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  408 

Additional  Sitting  Days,  m.,  6516 

Adjournment.  Special,  m.,  6503 

Amending  Bills,  q.,  12039 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  q..  1087-8,  1281 

Bounties  Bill,  com,.  First  Schedule  (tobacco 
leafi,  1228;  (fish),  1304;  recofn.  (specification 
of  bounties),  1384,  1389;  3B.,  1403 

British  Party  Politics,  Australian  Interfer- 
ence, address,  440-41 


Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K-C. — continued. 
Budget,  m.  (f.o.,  2655),  2708,  2742 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12080; 

com,  (appropriation),  12095 
Closure,  6503 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,   cons,    req.,   m.,   10503 ; 
(atcarine,  &c.),   10507;   (locks,  &c.),  10792; 
(standards),     10799 1     (oils).    10820,  10880. 
10982;   (machinery,   rebate  for   Home  con- 
sumption),   iiaoO.    {See  Tariff  Resolution!. 
(Customs).) 
Debate,  Adjournment  of,  f.o.,  10437 
Defence : 
Captain  Collins,  f.,  9476 
Correspondence,    British  authorities, 
12041 

Estimates,  Reduction  of,  address,  449-50 
Military  Engineer,  q.,  2793,  2997 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  450-4;  q.,  1282, 
2689,     3300,    3422,    4309,    10310,  10523. 
12200;  supply,  11413 

Naval  Base,  address,  452 
Naval  Operations,  Victoria,  q.,  3421 
Naval  Policy,  q.,  9686,  9767;  supply,  11413 
Officers,  exchange  of,  address,  449 
Organization,  addrejs,  450 
Rifles  and  Ball  Cartridge,  q.,  9478 
Empire  Free-trade,  q.,  6129 
Federal  Capital,  m.,  313;  Budget.  2731;  q., 

10463.    {See  Seat  of  Government  Bill.) 
Financial     Relations  :     Commonwealth  snd 
States,    Budget,    2715-9,    2721-3,  2728-31, 
3737-401  3742;  q.,   10534,  10S76,  10964 
Forrest,  Sir  J.,  Attitude  at  General  Elections, 

address,  410  ' 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  supply.  11344 
Government,  Position  of  the,  address,  409  20, 
4SS-6 

High    Court    as    Final    Court    of  Appciil, 

address,  455 
Hutton,  Major-General,  address,  449-50 
Immigration,  address,  447-9;  g.,  8938;  su'y\ 
920I 

Imperial  Conference,  g.,  297,  3()8;  address, 

430-44.  448,  45".  454-5 
Income  Tax,  Federal  Salaries  and  AUownncvs.. 

address,  455 
Judiciary  Bill,  2H,  {f.o.),  3766 
Kanakas,  Repatriation  of,  address,  449 
Labour  Conditions  aod  Prices,  q.,  1974 
Labour  Party,  Attitude  of,  409-20,  addr^ss^ 

447-8,  455-6 
Land  Settlement,  Budget,  3735-6 
Land  Tax,  Budget,  2735-6 
Lighthouse  Engmeer,  q.,  2793 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  supply,  1639, 

3664 
Mails  : 

European  Contract,  Cancelled,  q.,  404^  4623 
Service  to  Europe,  expl.,  6506 
Manufactures  EivCQuragement  Bill,  2R.,  6ir(} 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  in 

England,  address^  ^^^4' 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  1282 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  444.7 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  6418,  11326 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  11413 
Parliament,  Reflections  on,  obs.,  10982 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,  iSSS. 

1006;  com.  (amount  of  allowance),  2002 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Qill,  eopt^  (Refiisinf; 
to  be  «wom)p,^^^^^(^oOgle 
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Smith,  Hon.  Bruce,  K.C. — continued. 
Personal  Explanationn,  g.,  265J 
Trtition,  Tartif,  m.,  341U 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Frorision 

fur  extra  services,  IJI54-5 
Preferential  Trade,  oddrea,  420-44;  f.,  590* 

4956 

Prclcrcntial  Trade  (TanfT),  4556 

Piirue  Miniiiter,  ubiicQce  uf ,  addrejt,  408 ;  dctiong 
of  ia  l^nglaad,  address,  414-55;  J3<xt;  re- 
lations with  Labour  Party,  address,  409-ao 

Privy  Council,  address,  454-5 

Public  Service  : 

Increments,  Budgrl.  2719 

Public  Works,  New  South  Wales,  f.,  2997 

Quaraniiac    Uill,    2B.,  ttim.   (scope  of 

quLirautine),  1431 

Keward  of  Umvcry  :   Old-age   PensioDt,  m.. 

Seat    of    Government    Bill,  2B.,  10348  (wc 

Federal  Capital) 
Shipi>iiig  Cumbme,  alleged,  ad}.^  y^^j 
Stales  Debts:   New  South  Wales  Loans,  f., 

9-64 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  inUf  taogS 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  aE.,  11810 

Sujjply  : 

hxternal  Affair*  (miscellaneous),  9701 
Works  and   Buildings  (Home  Affairs,  New 
South     Wales)     {f.o.,     3357) (External 
Allairs),    3639,    3664 ;    (Defence,  New 
Special  Provision^  368a,  I1408,  114x3 
Tahiti,  q.,  37^4 
Tariff  : 

Budget^  3708-17,  37ao-8,  2732^-6.  3740-1 

Collection  of  leduccil  duties,  XJ^A 
Cost  of  Living,  increaite,  q.,  1173 
Hat   Mill    Machinery,   g.,  667(5,  6677 
New  Protection,  q..  in74 
Order  of  Considerjtion,         4339,  4628 
Petition,  «.,  3410 
Preferential  Trade,  q.,  4956 
Keconsideration  cf  Items,  f.,  6355 
Tweeds,  q.,  379a 

Wire  Netting,  q.,   1974,  2687;  precedence 
to.  m.,  433() 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Snuff,  43^5 

Starch,  5549,  5551,  5552,  5554,  5556 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

.Me,  Porter  ;iiid  Jlher  Heer  {f.o.,  40SS) 

Bass,  etc.,  m.  to  remm,  z-n,i.  5733 

Churns,  &c.  {f.o..  6568,  6569) 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5740,  5742,  5744 

Feathers,  5636,  56*7 

(■lucose,  4624,  46^8 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6>;3q 

Locks,  Ac,  cf>ns.  req.,  10702 

Machinery,  Rebate  for  Home  ooDSUnption, 

eons,  req.,  11198,  11206 
Nnils,  6597 

Oils,  eons,  req.,  to8ao,  to88o,  10983 
Piece  Coods,  5807,  .^809,  5820 
Stnined  Glass  Windovra,  6qi6 
Standards,  eons,  req.,  10799 
Stearine,  5137;  eems.  req.,  10507 

TevtHes.  Sc..  n.e.i..  i;6l2,  ^631 
Wrigh'tte  Machines  {f.a.,  fA\o) 
W^rc  Nettinn.  4rqfi:   I  t-*/.,  415^8) 
\See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
0nion  Jack,  q.,  10969 


Spano«,  Hon.  W.  Q.,  Darling  : 

Bounties  UiU,  Cffm,  (appropriation),  1013; 
(specificatioa  of  bounties),  1059;  Firtf 
Schedule  (fish),  1060;  (cotton),  1072;  (oltves), 

Builget,  m.,  312S 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12091 
Competitive  System,  Socialism,  Budget,  3144-e 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Cffns.  req.  (agricultural 

implements,    &c.],     10662,     10670;  (rock 

drills),  10710,  10729;  (wire  netting),  107612 

(glassware),   10905 ;   (timber),   11032,    1 1166; 

(catalogues,    &c.),     11075;     (printing  ink), 

11094  ;  (works  of  art),  11190.   {See  Tariff  Re. 

solutions  (Customs).) 
Defence :  * 

Scheme  of  Government,  supfly,  11295 
Estimates,  Additional,  supply,  11293 
Immigration,  Budget,  3128-37 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  earn,  (pei- 

sons  disqualified),   11969,   11971  i  (tKCttsUf 

conditions),  11974,  ^1976 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sonej 

Bill,  2K.,  736 
Land  oolicy,  Budget,  3135,  3n8 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6464 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  28.,  6173 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Wire  Netting,  4541 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (preventing 

witnesses),  11783 
Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugs,  m.,  887 
Postal   Service  : 

Postal   Officials  as  Returning   Officers,  «., 
711 

Undermanning,  New  South  Wales,  supfly, 

4858-9,  11295 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department ; 

Administration,  suffiy,  11393-5 
Post  Offices  : 

Cobar,  adj.,  4645 

Contract,  tupply,  3529-30,  4859-60 

Six  o'clock,  closing  of  at,  supply,  5706 

Wrightvillc,  supply,  4860 
Public   Service  : 

Centralisation,  supply,  11294 

Transfers,  supply,  5796-7 
Quara^ine  Bill,  com.  (persons  may  be  vac- 

cina»d),    1738;    (examination    of  impoited 

animals),  1760;  effns.  amdit.,  8946 
Reward  of  Bravery;  Old-age   Pensions,  ■>•. 

697 

Servant  Girls,  immigration  of,  adj.,  tSK 
Shipping  Combine,  allied,  ad/..  3048 
Supply  : 

Works  and  Buildings  (Put  «nd  Telegraphtj, 

3539 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.^  5796 
Tariff  : 

Budget,  3138 

Government's  intention  regarding,  adj.,  3017 
New  Protection,  Budget,  3139*44 
Wire-netting,  petition,  3732 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural,  &c.,   Machinerv,  6576,  6sfi> 

6588;  cons,  req.,  10662,  10670 
Bags,  ftc,  5644,  5646 
Blankets,  &c.,  5719 
Catalogues,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11075 
Engines,  Sec,  6711,  6717 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5331 
Furniture,  Sc.,  7004 
Fuse,  7389  ^  I 
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Speace,  Hon.  W.  G. — continued. 

TaritT  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
GlasBwaie,  cons,  req.,  10905 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5427 
Lead,  6051 

Machinery  and  parts,  61  to 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tooli, 
6731 

Marine  Engines,  6656 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6778,  6785,  6796 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6649,  66i;7,  6660 

Newspaper,  7109,  7205,  7210,  721.1 

Paper    and    Stationery,    7210,    7217,  7218,, 

7223.  7239,  7241 
Printing,  &c.,  Inks,  7244,  7256;  cons,  rff., 

1 1094 

Rock  Drills,  com.  req.,  10710,  10739 
Sheep  Shearing  Machines,  6588 
Socks  and  Stockings.  SQ.14 
Stone  and  Marble,  6967 
Strawboard,  7227 
Tanks,  662^ 

Timber,  &c.,  7043,  7071,  7099;  tons,  req.t 

1103a,  1 1 166 
Tin  plates,  61 18 
Type,  6762 

Wire-netting,  4541;  cons,  req.,  10761 
Works  of  Art,  eons,  req.,  11190 
{See  Cilstoms  Tariff  Bill.) 

Taxation,  Direct,  Budget,  3138-44 

Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Money  Orders,  suf-bly,  4860 
Repairs,  suffly,  4860 

Telephones,   delay   in   supplying,  suffly, 
I  "94-5 

Stawart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C,  Queensland  : 

Accommodation  for  Senators,  sufflj,  5881 
Advertising  Australia,  sUffSy,  5901;  q.,  11218, 
11384 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  iR.,  ii6o8 ; 
cam.,  schedule  (I^ndon  Offices),  11617;  (Fi- 
delity Guarantee  Fund),  11620 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  (The  P.irliaraent), 
10286,  10288 ;  (External  Affairsfl  toaO} ; 
(Attorney -General),  10303;  (Defence),  10384; 
3a.,  10391 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
?H.,  3820;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3930, 

3J33.  4037.  4040,  4043,  4043;  {Port  and 
Telegraph),  4048;  3R.,  4148 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2R., 
4514  i  COM,  (burden  of  proof.  Sc.),  4915, 
4923.  5023,  5102;  ad.  rep..  5184 

Australian  Men  of  Letters  Fund,  suf^y, 
12144 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 
State  laws),  669,  672,  677,  1586,  1967;  (pro. 
tection  of  banker),  2199;  (States  dut;- 
stamps),  2294,  3296 

Bounties  Bill,  an.,  37^4 ;  com,  (regulations), 
3862;  First  Schedule:  (Cotton),  3066;  (mo- 
hair). 3388;  (rubber),  3570;  (coffee),  3715; 
(tobncco),  4902 

Business,  order  of,  m.,  510^ 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  [taxation 
bv  Stales).  1052,  1580,  r582 

CotHmonweatth  Year-Book,  q.,  9422 

Conduct  of  Business,  adj.,  587 


Stewart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C. — eontinued. 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  lU.,,  7547 ;  com.,  Scbe* 
dule  : 
Arrowroot,  7953 

Bags  for  bian,  ftc,  8219,  Saso 

Bananas,  7857 

Biscuits,  7676 

Blankets,  ftc,  8255 

Carpets,  8269 

Coliee,  7-66 

Confectionery,  7735 

Engines,  Sic,  8683 

Fruits,  citrus,  7831 

Grain  and  pulse,  prepared  (f.o.  7898} 

Hops,  7947 

Iron  Pipes,  &C.,  9073,  9086 
Matches,  8003,  8004 
Medicines,  9294 
Nuts,  8039 

0^388,   8389,   8413,   8414.   8434.  8434. 
8438,  8441;  tons,  req.,  11228 
Peel,  7833 

Piece  goods,  8179,  8185,  8186,  8187-8 

Shaft  bars,  9643 

Sago  and  tapioca,  7658,  766a 

Tallow  Ac,  8378,  838r 

Tea,  8ii2 

Tobacco,    cons,    reg,,  10843 
Wine,  sparkling,  7624,  7627 
Defence  : 
Establishment,  suffly,  3933 
Fremantle  Fort,  suiflv,  4043 
Hoad,  Major-General,  q,,  6190 
Militia,  suffly,  10384 

Rifle  Range,  Bristnne.  suffly,  4037-8,  4o;o, 
404a 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Pitt, 
2R.,  5501;  com.  (reference  of  question),  5652, 
56^6,  56^7,  56«;8,  5659;  (parties  to  the  refer- 
ence), 5660 ;  (powers  of  Court).  5662 

Dissent  from  Ruling :  Adm issibility  of  Re- 
quest fKxrtse  Tariff  Bill).  10023 

Division  Pdls,  adj.,  7972;  q.,  7973 

Electoral  Rolls,  suffly,  11617 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (legal  representa- 
tion), ci2<; ;  3R.,  5393 

Excise  Tariff  Acts,  q..  s'7.S'  5284,  6295;  adj., 
5766 

Excise    Tariff    Bill,    com..    Schedule  :  (to- 
bacco),   loot4 ;    (confectionery),   f.o.,  inoji 
Federal  Capital,  suffly,  3821,  3824 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  suffly,  3820,  382a,  11614-7 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  m.,  3367 
Freetrade  within  the  Empire,  speech  by  Sena- 
tor Best,  q.,  11468 
Hansard,  g.,  5177,  5284 

High  Commissioner,   suffly,    1848-9,  10293; 

J?.,  3^98.    (See  London  Offices.) 
High  Court,  suffly,  10303 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8077 
Immigration,  g,,  4705 ;  suffly,  5901-5 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com.  (per- 
sons disqualified),  12033;  (limit  of  pension), 

12033.    (See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Judiciary  Bill,  ai.,  §58;  earn,  (appeals  from 

State  Courts),  947,  951 
Kalgoorlie  (o  Port  Augusta  Railway  Bill.  3R., 

1364;  com.  (power  to  make  survey),  1491 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey. 

Cost  of  Engineers'  Conference,  q.,  7927 
King  of  Portugal,  AssassiaatioD  of,  7794-s. 
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Stewart,  Senatoi  Hon.  J.  C. — eenlinued. 

Land  Seitlement  aod  Taxation)  suffly,  3822, 
5901-5,  11611-13 

London  Ulhces  of  Common  wealth,  g.,  4144; 
lufply,  3824-5i  4»4*'.  "617.  {'See  High 
Commissionei. } 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,        5746;  jr.,  6211 

Maitland  Coal  Miners  : 
Postmaster-General,  8309 

Xew  Protection,  supfiy,  6335,  754if'9 

Northern  Territory,  suffly,  1849-50,  3821 

Officers  Compensation  Bilt,  2K.,  10054;  eom.^ 
(J.  Wilson),  10061,  10064,  10068 

Old-age  Peasions,  suffly,  3S20-1.  [See  In- 
valid and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 

Order  of  Business,  m.,  31-2 

Parliament  Gardens :  Wages  of  Gardeners, 
suffiy,  5882 

Parliament  House,  Accommodation  for  Sena- 
tors, suffiy,  8979,  8987;  q.,  9631 

Postal  Service  : 
Additional  Men,  Queensland,  1233 
Associations  of  Officers,  suffiy^  8905-7 
Boy  Labour,         1470;  suffiy,  1844,  1847 
Carting  of  Mails,  Brisbane,  7.,  1688 
Chinese   Messenger,  Cairns,  q.,  4363 
Letter  Carriers  and  Sorters,  q.,  1232,  3233, 
10369,  11384,  11471  ;  suffiy,  1847-8 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Administration,        4705;  suffiy,  iiGoS-ii 
Funds  for,  juffly,  12142 
Newspaper  delivery,  g.,  7895,  7926 
Penny  Postage,  suffiy,  3821 
Stamps,  design,  q.,  ^083 

Undermatining,  suffiy,  6336,  7547,  8904- S ; 
7895>  7926 

Working  Hours,  suffiy,  1844-6 
Post  Offices  : 

Brisbane,  suffiy,  4048 
Postage,  Stamps,  Commonwealth,  m.,  5859 
Postal  Rates  Bill,  q.,  4036 
Premiers'  Conference  Report,  m.,  746 
Printing  Committee,    Report,    m.,    680,  935, 

6293,  8332 

Privilege,     procedure.     Select  Committee, 

m.,  looio 
Public  Service  : 

Commissioner's  Report,  q.,  8076 

Examination,  q.,  4144 

Fidelity  Fund,  q.,  11471;  suffiy,  ir6jo 

Hours  of  Work,  sufifly,  1844-8 

Inquiry  Boards,  q.,  8700;  suffiy,  8907-8 

List  of  Officers,  q.,  8076 

Long  Service  Furlough,  q.,  11384 
Quarantine  Bill,  earn,  fliability  of  owners  for 

expenses),  6084 
Rfferendum,  Queensland,  q.,  2283 
Revenue  Leakage,  Tasmania,  7753 
Snake  Bite,  antidote,  q.,  3900 
Special    Duties,    Federal    purposes,  luffty, 

3820 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  35 
State   Referendum   at   Federal   Elections,  q., 
2SI4 

Store  at  Darling  Island,  suffiy,  3930 
Supply  Bill  (No.  i)  1908-9,  2K.,  12143;  eevt. 

(schedule),  12144 
Supplv  Bill  'No.  a),  rR.,  18^4 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  ccm.  (schedule),  The  P:ti- 

liament,  >;88i,  5882 ;  External  Affairs,  5901 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4).   IK.,  6333 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IB.,  8904;  com.,  schedule 

'Parliament),  8979 


Stewart,  Senator  Hon.  J.  C. — continued. 
Tariff  : 

Supply,  6334-5 

Statistics,  q.,  754a,  7570,  7794 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Automatic  Transmitters,  g.,  9536 
Delayed    Messages,    q.,   7751,   7796,  9796, 
10370 

Melbourne  and  Brisbane,  g.,  4895 
Message  Forms,  q.,  11471 
Messengers,  m.,  8555 

Operators,    Queensland,    g,,    9536,  989,1; 
suffiy,  10^91-a 
Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o.,  3051 
Usher  of  Black  Rod,  suffiy.  10287-8 
Wages  Board,  suffiy,  6333-4 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  adj.,  4893 

St.  Ladder,  Senator  A.  J.  J.,  QHeeiutand: 

Accommodation  for  Senators,  suffiy,  5881 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  com.  (Defence),  schedule,  11695-6 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  63 

Adjournment,  special,  7790 

Advertising  Australia,  suffiy,  5889,  10302-3, 
10395-6 

Appropriation  Bill,  an.,  10273  ■  ^^m.,  (Ex- 
ternal Affairs),  10293,  10298,  >  10303  ;  (Home 
Affairs),  10305,  10307;  3s.,  10395 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
2K.,  3817;  com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3040; 
(Government  Printing  Office),  4055,  4059; 
(Commonwealth  0£Gcei,  London),  4078 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  ad/., 
4276 

Australian  Industries  Preaervatioa  Bill,  2*., 
4507 ;  com.  (burden  of  proof,  ftc),  4931. 
5017,  5034,  5043.  5093,  5108,  5111,  5114;  ad. 

ref.,  5183 

Bananas,  inspection,  q.,  4472,  4706,  5178 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (application  of 
State  laws),  675,  1588,  1970;  (presentment 
of  cheque  for  payment),  750,  2411  ;  (protec- 
tion of  banker),  754,  758,  2062,  2195,  2200; 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  760; 
(Sta^s  duty  stamps),  3288 

Bounties  Bill,  3».,  2648,  2743;  com.  (appro- 
priation), 2767 ;  (offences),  2772,  2773 ; 
(notice  of  conditions),  3781 ;  (regulations). 
2849,  2853,  3863;  First  Schedule  (cotton), 
2865;  (jute),  3159,  3258,  3363;  (mohair), 
3386;  (copra),  3400;  (rice),  3488;  (rubber). 
3565;  (coffee),  3579;  (dates),  4382 

"  Braddon  "  section,  suffiy,  iS6r 

Business,  State  of,  adf.,  i-^i^;  order  of,  adj., 
4618 

Commonwealth    Salaries    Bill     (taxntion  by 

States),  1054,  1578,  1584;  3K.,  i8a4 
Commonwealth  Mail  Steamers,  m.,  2219 
Confidential  Documents,  Printing  of,  suffiy, 

4055.  4059 
Criminal  Appeals  Bill,  2R.,  2557 
Customs  Certificates  :  British  goods,  m.,  iq6j 
Customs  and  Excise  Revenue,  g.,  11581 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  2R.,  7596;  m.s.o.,  10838 
Schedule  : 
Agricultural  Machinery,  8598 
Ammonia,  9341,  9345;  eons,  reg.,  1123S 
Animals,  7656 

Apparel,  &c.,  8208        ^  , 
Arrowroot.  799gitized  by  LiOOQIC 
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St.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J. — continued. 
Cuttons  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule) — cantinued. 
Artificial  Plants,  &c.,  8353 
Baaanas,  7853,  7863 
Bayonets,  &c.,  8349 
Biscuits,  7684 
Blankets,  8245 
Bottles,  8501 
Candles,  7710,  7711 
Carpets,  &c.,  Sa/a 
Confectionery,  7738 

Electrical  Appliances,  8899,  9050,  9058, 
9063 

Electrical  Machinery,  &c.,  88S4 
EDgtnes,  &c.,  8687,  8696 
Fire-bricks,  &c.,  8480 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8774 
Fish,  780a 

Fruit  and  Vegetables,  7819,  7826 
Fruits,  citrus,  7830 
Ftiroiture,  9365 
Furs,  Ac,  8391 
Glue,  8513,  8518 

Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared,  7889 
Grain  and   Pulse,  prepared,  f.o.^  7904> 

79'7 
Hats,  &c.,  8315 

Hay  and  Chaft,  7939;  eons,  reg.,  10858 
Hops,  7949 

Insecticides,  eons,  req.,  11239 

Iron   pipes,  &c.,  9077 

Lounges  and  Settees,  0386 

Machinery,  kc.   (f.o.,  S714),  8718 

Machine   Tools,  8730 

Machinery,  proclaimed,  8721,  8722 

Manufactures   of   Metals,    n.e.i..  8733, 

8742,  8754,  8758 
Manures,  9915 
Matches,  800a 
Meats,  &c.,  8014,  8018 
Milk,  S020,  8024 
Mining  Engines,  &c.,  8791 
Mixed  Metalware,  8733 
Motive    Power   Mactiinery,  8643; 

8649),  8659 
Mustard,  cons,  reg.,  10870 
Oilmen's  Stores,  8051,  8058,  8062 
Oils,  8411,  8440;  cons,  reg..,  11336,  11332 
Paints,  &c.,  8454.  8467 
Paint  Boxes,  9654 
Papei   Patterns,  9S09 
Paper,  manufactures  of,  9679,  9683 
Paper,  printed  matter,  9745,  9746 

Peel,  783s 
Pens,  981 1,  9812 
Piece  Goods,  8177,  8183 
Rails,  fish  plates,  ftc,   9063;  eons,  teq., 
10953 

Rice,  8071,  8085,  8087 
Roasting  Dishes,  &c.,  8482 
Sago  and  Tapioca,  7663 
Salt,  8093 

Sausage  Casings,  8019 

Slate  Slabs,  ftc,  8530 

Soap,  8og8 

Socks,  &c.,  8341 

Spectacle  Frames,  &c.,  9661 

Standards,  &c.,  9180 

Stearine,  &c.,  7716;  eons,  reg.,  10852 

Stone  and  Marble,  8542,  8553,  8553 
Strawboard,  9754.  9757 
Tea,  8114,  8115 


St,  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J. — continued. 
Customs  TariS  Bill  {S,c)itdji\K)— continued. 
Timber,  9437;  eons,  req.,  11344,  11306, 

1130^,  11604 
Trimmings,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  8349 
Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7876 
Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 
Vehicles,  9837,  9828 
Waddings,  &c.,  8329,  8331 
Wine,  sparkling,  7625 
Wire  Netting,  9160 
Cypher  telegrams,  suffly,  i860 
Defence : 

Increased   vote,  suffly,  3819 

RiOe    Range,     Brisbane,     tupfly,  4040; 

Scheme  of  Government,  suffly,  8931-3 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite  Factories,  suffly, 
11695 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
eom.  {pending  petitions),  5599,  5600  j  (refer- 
ence  of  question),  5655,  5658;  (parties  to  the 
preference),  5660 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  earn,  (dismissal  of 
employes),  <;t94 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
S;  5980,  ii33o;  suffly,  6336-8.  [See  New 
Protection.) 

Expenditure,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  i(»73-6 
Exports,  Sutistical  tables,  q.,  1816 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  nnd 
States,   taffly,    1861,    3819,    10273-6;  q., 

7976 

Fruit  :    Customs   Inspection   Fees,   q.,  4473, 

4706,  5178 

Government,  Position  of,  address,  63-4,  71-2 
High    Commissioner,    address,    71 ;  suffly, 

4078-81,  10393.   {See  Londtm  Offices.) 
High    Court    as    Final    Court    of  Appeal, 

address,  75-6 
Immigration,  address,  73-5;  q.,  4705;  suffly, 

3819,  5889,  10395.6  ■ 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  63,  66-71 
Industries  Preservation  Act,  adj.,  4378 
Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  allowances, 

address,  75-6 
Judiciary  Bill,  an.,  564;  com.  (jurisdiction  of 
High  Court),  940,  942  J  (appeals  from  State 
Courts),  944,  946,  951 ;  exfl.,  974,  1055 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  2R.,  1346;  eom.  (power  to  make  sur- 
vey). 1477.  »4Wi  (obligation  to  construct), 
f.o.,  n;i4-5 
Labour  Bureaiu,  q.,  11303 
Labour  Party,  attitude  of,  address,  74 
Land,  alienated  and  unalienated,  q.,  4364 
Land  Monopoly,  alleged,  suffly,  5888-91 
London  Offices,-  Commoowealtn,  suffly,  3817, 
3818.  4078!  q.,  3796,  4470.  {See  High  Com- 
missioner.) 
Mails  : 

Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6209;  address,  ji, 
73-3 

Mail  Contract,  Cancelled,  address,  71;  q., 
4363,  11220 
Maitland   Coal  Miners  ; 

Postmaster-General,  adj.,  8363 
New    Protection    (Tariff),    7599;    q.,  11383, 

11473.    {Ste  Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
Northern  Territory,  suffly,  1861 ;  q.,  5084 
Pair  Book,  entries,  m.,  350a 
Papua,  q.,  8700;  suffly,  8931,  10398-9 
Parliament,  treatment  of,  by  Prime  Minister, 

address,  66-7  , 
Digitized  by 
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St.  Ledger,  Senator  A.  J.  J. — continued. 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (prevent- 
ing witnesses  from  giving  evidence),  766 

Personal  explanation,  speech  by  Senator  Tur- 
ley,  ir467;  adj.,  11912 

Postal  Service  : 

Admtnistratian,  Queensland,  tuffly,  i86o-i 
Dismissed  Servants,        6396,  7508 
Disorganization,  suffly,  8930 
Penny  Postage,  1233 

Preferential  Trade,  address,  67-69 ;  Tariff, 
7605-6 

Prime  Minister  and  the  Reid- McLean  Go- 
vernment, address,  63-4;  actioni  of  in  Eng- 
land, address,  66-71 

Printing  Committee,  m.,  4469 

Printing  Office,  suffly,  4035 

Privilege,  procedure.  Select  Committee,  m., 
10009,  10358' 

Public  Service  : 
Gratuities  for  Suggestions,  suffly,  10307 
Superannuation  Fund,  77°4>  **'ftiy» 

8921 

Quarantine,  q.,  1S16,  2405.  4^43.  5°" 
Quarantine  Bill,  2R.,  5204;  com.  (arrange- 
ments with  States),  1:^06,  5308;  (proclamation 
of  ports),  5326,  5483,  54S9.  5670.  S986.  5988: 
(master  to  deliver  health  report),  5999 ;  (mas- 
ter and  medical  officer  to  answer  questions), 
5999;  {other  persons  prohibited  from  quit- 
ting vessel),  6003;  (surveillance),  6003-4; 
(goods),  6006,  6062:  (animals),  606)5;  H'** 
btlity  of  owners  for  eipenses),  6070,  6072 ; 
(persoiu  able  to  support  themselves),  6217 
Royal  Agricultural  Show,  adjournment,  m., 
3963 

Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  q.,  8286,  8423 
South  Australian  Election  :  High  Court  Judg- 
ment, q.,  2068 
Standing  Orders,  amendment  of,  adj.,  3622 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  wi.,  37 
State  Legislatures,  suffly,  8995 
Statistical  Branch,  suffly,  10305-6 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  iB.,  1S59;  tent,  (issue  and 

application),  1935,  1943 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  The  Par- 
liament, 5881 ;  External  Affairs,  5888 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iB.,  6336 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  IB.,  8930;  com.,  sche- 
dule (Trade  and  Customs),  8995 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2B.,  11891;  com.  (com- 
mencement), 11905 

Tariff  : 

Address,  63-6,  69-70 
Debate,  duration  of,  adj.,  7564 
Submission  of,  g.,  1033 
Supply,  1943.  3817 
Wire  Netting,  q.,  H,3b 

Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Operators,  telegraph,  ad;.,  10400 
Thursday  Tsland,  suffly,  11696 
Tobacco  Combine,  adf.,  2050;  m.s.o.,  3053 
Unification,  remarks  by  Postmaster-General, 
7^51 

Vacancy  in  Senate.  South  Australia,  f..  2068; 

4742 

Toting  Machines,  7543 
Tear  Book,  adf..  gigt 


BtOTiwr,  Mr.  D.,  Ban  : 

Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  3604 
Jlakney,  E.  A.,  q.,  9476;  suffly,  9786 
Bookkeeping  System,  Budget,  3603-3 
Bounties  Bill,  com.  (specification  of  bounlies).. 
1059;  First  Schedule  (cotton)*  1082;  (mo- 
hair) ,  1 104 ;  Second  Schedule,  1324 ;  cons, 
amdts.,  640a,  6404 
Budget,  2601,  3283 
Business,  conduct  of,  adj.,  4461 
Cable,  Tasmania  and  Mainland,  Budget.  2604, 
q.,  8929 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  316 
Corn  Sacks,  f.,  6355 

Customs  Tarill  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (stearine,  &c.}, 
10509,  10513;  (bags,  &c.),  10571;  (hats,  &c.), 
10603;  (piece  goods),  10628,  11465,  11528-30^ 
(oils),  1 1 552 ;  (locks),  10776;  (stone  and 
marble),  iiooo;  (furniture),  11014;  (direc- 
tories, &c.),  11079;  (timber),  11138,  11149, 
11162;  (curtains  and  blinds),  11443;  (insecti- 
cides), tioio.  [See  Tariff  Reaolutioiu  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Defence  : 

Boots,  q.,  9477,  10607 

Light  Horse  Brigade  Camp,  q.,  6595 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3456 

Elective  Ministries,  Budget,  3601 

Electoral  Officers,  m.,  713 ;  Budget,  2603 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and 
States,  Budget,  2602-3-5;  q..  11743 

Hours  of  Sittings,  adj.,  3362 

Judiciary  Bill,  2B.,  m„  resumption  of  debate, 
3773 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  Budget, 

2ta>4 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  com.  (power  to  make  survey  of  route), 
Z40 

Mails  : 

Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6495 

Tasmania,       6131,  10874;  adj.,  6504,  6673 
Northern  Territory,  Budget,  2605 
Old-age  Pensions,  Budget,  2605;  suf^v.  9349 
Order  of  Business :  Days  and  Hours  of  Sit- 
ting, adj.,  6187 
Parliamentary      Allowaoces      Bill,  com. 

(amount  of  allowance),  2008 
Postal  Service : 

Launceston,  unsatisfactory  service  at,  adj., 
2345;  Budget,  2603 

Money  Orders,  Maogana,  g.,  3173 

Officials,  Launcestojl,  q.,  5328 

Parcels  Post  Oflicei,  f.,  7027 
Post  Offices  : 

Launceston,  suffly,  3539 

Six  o'clock  Closing,  suffly,  5705 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4969 
Printing  Committee,  4517 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.   (scope  of  r|uaraQtinc], 

1 531  ;    (examination   of   imported  aaimah), 

'755'  '762;  cons,  amdts.,  8957 
Questions  without  notice,  q.,  11793 
Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3958 
Sitting  Days  and  Hours,  adj.,  6(87 
Special  Adjournment,  m.,  741;  2027 

Sugar  Bounty,  Budget, 

Digitized  I 
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£torrer,  Mr.  D. — caHtintud. 
Supply  :  , 

Home    Affairs    (Public    Service  Commis- 

siooer),  9786 
Works  and  Building*  (Home  Affairs),  f.9.. 
3348;  (Defence,  Tasmania),  3456;  (Post 
and  Telegraph,  Tasmania),  3539 ;  Wire- 
leu  Telegraphy),  3555 

Tariff  : 

Budget,  n.,  2601-2-6-7,  3^^^ 

Chairs,  g.,   21564,  2bS8 

Preference,  Budget,  2606 

Senate's  Requests  :  Increases,  obs-i  10603 
Tariti   Kesutulions  (Customs)  : 

Animals,  4761) 

Arms,  6034,  6037,  6o)S  « 

Arrowroot,  &c.,  544^ 

Bags,  &c.,  5644,  5737;  eons,  req.,  10571 

Blacking.  &c.,  6856 

Candles,  4969 

Canvas  and  Duck,  c()30 

Carpets,  5739 

China,  &€.,  6899 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5234,  5241,  5354 

Cosies  and  Cushions,  5719,  5740,  5741 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  »ffi.  ref.^  "44* 

Directories,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11079 

Droppers,  &c.  6832 

Electrical  Machinery,  6806,  680S 

Fireworks,  738a 

Fishing  Nets,  &c.,  7375 

Furniture,  ttc,  7002;  com.  rtq.t  11014 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5347 

Clue,  ftc,  6949 

Hats,  &c.,  5971 ;  eons,  rtg.,  10603 
Hay  and  Chaff,  543;! 

Hops,  ZSAi. 

Insecticides,  eons,  req,,  iioto 

Iron,  pluie  and  sheet,  6534 

Lead,  6051,  6052 

Leather  Manufactures,  7166 

Liquid  Removers,  StC,  6894 

Locks,  &c.,  6114-5;  cfHs.  reg.,  10776 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6789,  0793,  6796-7 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6647 

Nails,  6606 

Oils,  6863,  6867;  eont.  req.,  11552 
Paper  and  Stationery,  7218,  7212,  7343 
Perambulators,  &c., 
Pianos,  7353 

Piece  Goods,  5816,  5845;  terns,  ref.,  so6a8f 

ri46s,  11528,  11530 
Potatoes,  5341 

Printing,  &c.,  inks,  7243,  7357,  7263 
Rails,  ftc,  6825 

Regalia,  5641  * 
Rice,  5^29 

Saws,  &c.,  6748,  6753-3 
School  Pens,  &c.,  7143 
Scientific  Apparatus,  7410 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6918 
Starch,  ^^52 

Steam  Road  Roller,  6701 
Stearine,  ftc,  5134,  5158;  cons,  req.,  10509, 
10513 

Stone  and  Marble,  6964;  cons,  req.,  iiooo 

Siipars,  4766 

Tiwber,  &c.,  7076.  710-1,  7104,  7105,  7106; 

cons,  req.,  11138,  iri62 
Tool  Handles,  7119,  7123 
Trimmings,  so^S 
Vehicles,  7^86 
Weighing  Machines,  6629 


Storrer,  Mr.  D. — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Wicker,  &c.,  7109 
Wire  Netting  (f.o.,  4.^77) 
Wood,  Wicker,  and  Cane,  6999 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Insulators,  Kaolin  clay,       3853,  5911 
Messengers,  Budget.  2604 
Tasmanian  Cable,  q.,  8939,  11526 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  q.,  3301,  12154  \  suffly, 
3555.  "9»7 

Story,  Senator  W.  H.,  South  AiutrtUia  : 

Adjoununent,  Special,  m.,  7787 
Bicycle  Industry,  q.,  5978,  6294,  7569;  suffly^ 
6345-7 

Bouuiies  Bill,  com.,  tirst  Schedule  (muhairj, 
3385;  (tobacco),  4159,  4167,  4259;  ad.  rep., 
4585 

Cuaiums  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule ; 
Ammonia,  9243 
Arrowroot,  7950 
Bicycles,  etc.,  9820 
Doors,  9640 
Engines,  etc.,  8691 
GrupUite,  iStc,  8370,  8371 
Lamps,  8570 

Manufactures  of   Metals,  n.e.i.,  8761,  876a 

Manures,  9906,  9915 

Nuts,  8033 

Piece  Goods,  8166 

Rubber  Hose,  &c.,  9667 

Salt,  S092 

Slate  Slabs,    &c.,    8531,    8532,    8537,  8547, 
8548,  8550,  8551 

Spectacle   Frames,  &c.,  9660 

Steel  Wheels,  &c.,  9183,  91S5,  9186 

Timber,  9424,  9445,  9455,  9473;  eons,  req., 
11252,  11306,  11308,  11601,  11606 

Vcfietiibles,  dried,  &c.,  7881 

Vehicles,  9830,  9831 

Weighing  Machines,  8621,  8623,  8623 
Defence  : 

Contingencies,  supply,  8998 
Division,  f.o.,  8166 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule:  (tobacco), 

10018;   (glucose),  10034 
Kalgoorlie   to    Port    Augusta    Railway  Bill, 

com.,  (survey),  14S2 
Painters'  Waces.  Telci'raph  Branch,  q.,  5647 
Pair  Book,  exfl..  3147 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3R.,  3183 
Parliament  House,  entertainment  of  strangers, 

q..  (10  CO 

Post  Office,  Stockwell,  q,,  10252 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iB..  6345 

Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  COM.  Schedule  (De- 
fence), 8008 

Telegr:iph  Service  : 

Painting  of  poles,  o.,  7701,  7795,  7842 

Tobacco  Combine,  adj.,  204^ 

Symon.  Sftnator  Hon.  S'r  J.  H.,  K.C.M.O^ 

K.C..  fionfh  Amtmiia: 

Additional  Appropriation    Bill,    m.,  11503 
American  Fleet,  visit  of,  q.,  11460;  11470 
Apprnpriation   Bill,   2B.    (f.o.,  10276.  10277), 
10380 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill, 
3"^'  Digitized  by  Google 
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Symon,  Seoator  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.M.G.,  K.C. 
— tontinued. 
Australian   Industries    Pieservatioo    Act,  q., 
4035 

Australian    Industries  Preservation  Bill,  aB., 
4374  >  (burden  of    proof),  5013,  5013 


Soi9;_(^.fl.,  5044-5)*  5087 
;ulation  of) 
1836 


Bills,  Circulation  o 


prior  to  First  Reading, 
(pre- 


Bills  oi  Exchange  Bill,  as.,  657;  com. 

sentment  of  cbequeji;  3410,  2413 
Bounties  Bill,        2515;  ccm.  (appropriation), 
2766,  2767;    (offences),  2774;  (regulations), 
2849;  First  Schedule  (rice),    3467,  3470; 
(dates),  4386 
Business,  Order  of,  c*J.,  650-1  j  q.,  10919, 

1 1579;  progress  of,  tuffly,  5878-9 
Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3690 
Commonwealth   Salaries  Bill,   com.  (taxation 

by  States),  i<i68,  1571 ;  3«.,  1816 
Conduct  of  Business,  arf;.,  585 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  m.r.0.,  10833;  S-»  ">9^9* 
n.,  11585:  Schedule : 
Agricultural  Machinery,  8597 
Animals,  7653,  7654,  7655,  7656,  7657 
Bananas,  78160 
Biscuits,  7668,  7680,  768a 
Blue,  7685,  7693 
Butter  and  Cheese,  7099 
Candles,  7707 
Coffee,  7776 

Confectiooery,  7723.  7733.  7743'  7745 
Electrical  Machinery,  &c.,  8799,  8804,  8807, 

8869.  8886 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  9043 
Fire  Extinguishers,  8773 
Fish,  7798,  7801 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  7813 
Fruits,  Citrus,  7829 
Ginger,  7833 
Glue,  8510,  8519 

Grain  and  Pulse,  not  prepared,  7888,  7889 
Grain    and    Pulse,    prepared,  7894,  7896; 

{f.c.  7897-8,  7906),  7910,  7916 
Iron,  Plate  and  Sheet,  8565 
Isinglass,  8064 
Lamps,  8568,  8569,  8570 
Linuorice,  7756  * 
Mustard,  8031 
Mustard  Seed,  8030 
Nuts,  8033,  8034,  8038 

Oilmen's  Stores,  8042,  8044,  8046,  8049,  8063 

Onions,  78S4 

Piece  Goods,  8163,  8167,  8179,  8182;  cffns. 

teq..  10923 
Rice  Root,  7698 
Rubber  Hose,  &c.,  9666,  9669 
Sago  and  Tapicoa,  7660 
Salt,  8093 
Screws,  8780,  8781 
Slate  Slabs,  &c.,  8520,  8531 
Slipper  Forms,  itc,  9664 
Spectacle  Frames,  &c,,  9659 
Stearinc.  Sc.,  7710;  tons,  req.,  10850,  10853 
Stone  and  Marble.  8536,  8549 
Timber,  0424.  94*8,  9449,  94SS»  946<»i  954° : 
955O 

Tobacco,  eons,  req.,  10842 

Tool  Handles,  9634 

Tvpe,  &c.,  8771 

Vecetriblcs,  n.e.i.,  7873 

Vec'-t^bles,  dried,  Ac  7878 

Weighing  Machines,  8620,  8624 

Wicker,  Bamboo,  ftc,  n.e.i.,  9566,  9568 


Symon,  Senator  Hen.  Sir  J.  H.,  K.C.M.G.,  E.C 
— continued. 
Disputed   Elections   and   Qualifications  Bill, 
2R.,  5570;  eem.  (pending  petitions),  5598; 
(amendment  of  section  2  of  principal  Act), 
5648;  (reference  of  question),   5650,  5653; 
recom.  (reference  of  question),  5984 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
10930 

Finance,  Powers  of  Senate,  Mffty,  10382-4 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  sufflyt  11503-6 
Free-trade  within  the  Empire,  speech  by  Sena- 
tor Best,  q.,  11468 
Hours  of  Meeting,  m.,  8078 
Immigration,  suffily,  10281-2 
Immigraiioif  Restriction  Act,  1471 
Imperial  Conference,        563,  649.  2405,  3^12 
Judiciary  Bill,  sK.,  830;  ^01*1.  (jurisdiction  of 

High  Court),  936,  941 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  q.,  931-2;  2R.,  1342;  torn,  (power  to 
make  survey),  1472,  1487,  1498,  1502,  1506; 
(appropriation  of  moneys),  1511 
Land  Settlement,  tuffiy,  10281 
Linlithgow,  Marquis  of,  death  of,  w.,  8505 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  siiffly,^i$x-^ 
Mail  contract  cancelled,  g.t  4363 
Navigation  Bill,  q.,  34O5 

Northern  Territory,  q.,  1233,  1330,  8554,  9041, 

9421;  suffly,  1839;  «^7'«  9735.  974a 
Papua,  suffly,  11506-12 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  3K.,  2073 ;  earn. 
(short  title),  2116;  (amount  of  allowance), 

31X8 

Printing   Committee,         935 ;   {f.o.,  7845), 

7846,  7847,  8224 
Privilege,   Procedure,  Select   Committee,  m., 

10257 
Public  Service  ; 

Commissioner,  suffly,  10280-1 

Civic  Positions,  tuffty,  10383 
Quarantine  Bill,  as..  44015;  com.  (arrangements 

with  States),  5315;  (proclamation  of  ports), 

5396,  5473.  5476 
Questions,  Kesponsibtlity  for  Answers,  q.,  779a 
Seamen,  Compensation  to  Injured,  q.,  3463 
Senate  Election  :  South  Australia,  m.,  2512 ; 

Report  of  Committee,  w.,  43931  43(>*>:  \p.o., 

43^).  4708-,         5011,  5083 
Senate,  Rights  of,  m.,  11585 
Sugar  Bonus,  suffly,  10284 
Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  IR.,  1836;  2R.,  1930 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  JR.,  5878 
Tariff  : 

British  preference,  q.,  754a 
Debate,  Duration  of,  adj.,  7564 
Presen:ation  to  Senate,  q.,  4036,  4143 

Statistics,  q.,  7542 

Wire  Netting,  1814 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Interrupted    service    between    Victoria  ani( 
South  Australia,  q.,  8506,  8555 

Thoinaa,  Hon.  J.,  Barrier: 

Address-in-Reply,  m.,  194 

Attorney-General,  1078!$ 

Bounties  Bill,  ccm..  First  Schedule  (ooffee), 

i3t<;;  3R.,  1408 
British  Party  Politics :  Australian  interference. 

address,  203-5 

Budget,         3676  C^r^c^a\c> 
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Thomas,  Hon.  J. — eontinued. 
Business,  Conduct  of,  g.,  6024 
Butter  Freights,  g.,  .■^OM 

Cu^ms  Tariff  Bill,  cant.  req.  (timber), 
1 1 laa ;  (f-o.,  1 1037),  1 1 147 ;  (curtains  and 
blinds),  11438,  11443;  (works  of  art),  11576; 
M.,  1 1430.  {Set  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms).) 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  sufflyt 

Electoral  : 

Address,  194-5 

Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  698,  718 
Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States^ 

q.,  1046a 
House,  Rights  of,  m.,  11430 
Imperial  Conference,  address,  198-30J 
Invalid    and    Old-age    Pensions    Bill,  sk., 
11958;  com.  [necessary   conditions),  11974; 
(occasional  short  absences),  11977.  [.See  Old- 
age  Pensions.) 

Labour  Party,  address,  306 ;  suffly,  9348, 
93S« 

Land  Values  Taiatioo,  suffly,  9348 
Mails  : 

Cancelled  Mail  Contract,  q.,  10701,  10786 
Federal  Mail  Fleet,  3.,  773,  988,  1181 
Service    to    Europe,    11^7.,    594;  g.,  80; 
address,  199-aos  ;  (^.ff-,  589)^;.*  5801 ;  m.. 
to  print  contract,  6126;  m.,  to  approve, 
6389;  {f.a.,  6500.1) 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  Actions  in 

England,  address,  198-205 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  305 ;  suffly,  9314 ; 
if.o.,  9346),  9348,  10459.    \^'^  Invalid  and 
Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Parliamentary       Allowances       Bill,  com. 

[amount  of  allowance),  1999 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Expenditure,  sufflyt  10344 
Mauger,  Mr.,  as  Acting  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, q.y  158 
Retiring  Age,  suffiy,  10341 
Royal  Commission,  supfly,  10458 
Stamp,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  10243 
Postal  Service  : 
Broken  Hill,  suffly.  5793 
Inspectors,  suffly,  1:793 
Temporary  Employes,  suffly,  16341-3 
Prayers  in  Parliament,  q.,  578a 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  201-5 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  454^,  4576,  4948 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of,  in  England,  ad- 
dress, 198-305 

Public  Service  : 
Classification,  suffly,  5791 
Transferred  Officers,  suffly,  5791 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  11703 

Secret  Drugs,  Cures,  and  Foods,  q.,  80,  647, 
772,  879,  880,  1516,  4519,  4649,  4842,  4Q*6, 
5129,  5497,  6023,  6355,  8815,  10309,  11521  ; 
M.,  883,  897,  1510,  1749,  1975 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.  [exfl.,  395^), 

3qso 

State  Importations,  New  Zealand,  q.,  ^803 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-GenerRl :    (Central  Staff),  10340, 
10349 

Supply  Bill  (No.  i),  m..  ^791 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6a8i 


Thomas,  Hon.  j. — eontinued. 
Tariff  : 

Address,  195,  305-6 
Budget,  2676-83 
Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7398 
Lead,  rebate,  g.,  6421 
New  Protection,  Budget,  2678 
Order  of  Consideration,  m.,  4627 
Wire  Netting,  Budget,  3678,  3683 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Bags,  &c.,  5645 
Candles,  494S 
Cartridges,  7383 

Curtains  and  Blinds,  cans,  req.,  11438,  11443 

Engines,  &c.,  6713 

Fireworks,  738a 

Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5378 

Fuse,  7389 

Glucose,  4627 

Marine  Engines,  6655 

Mining  Engines,  &c,  6786 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6663 

Newspaper,  7309,  7313 

Paper  and  Stationery,  7238 

Piece  Goods,  5841,  ^843.  5855 

«}«.  553 » 

Timber,  &c.,  7022,  7072,  7084,  eons.  req. 

\,f.O.   11027),   11132,  11147 

Weighing  Machines,  66a8 

Wire  Netting,  4544,  4572,  4576 

Works  of  Art,  eons,  req.,  11576 
\See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones ; 

Toll  System,  suffly,  10243,  10249- 
Walpole,  Mr.  R.  S.,  j.,  11018,  11019 

Thomson,  Hon.  Dntfald,  2sc,rth  Sydtivy  : 

Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  suffly, 

9515,  9606 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2S., 
9114;  com.  (definition),  9130,  9131 ;  (answers 
to  questions),  '9327;  3R.,  9588 

Australians,  repatriation  of,  suffly,  11359 

Board  of  Trade  Correspondents,  g.,  4957 

Bounties  Bill,  eons,  amdts.,  6404 

Business,  Order  of,  m.,  10136-7 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  earn.  (Taxation 
bv  Stales),  3881,  3894 

"  Counsels  of  the  Empire,"  speech,  by  Mr. 
Deakin,  q.,  5803 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (sago,  &c.), 
10497 ;  (stearine),  10505 ;  (Hquoiice),  10517, 
10518;  (vegetables),  10520;  (matches), 
10547,  10548,  10550,  10551,  1055a;  (tea), 
10560 ;  (apparel),  10567 ;  (gloves),  10579, 
11460 ;  (hats,  &c.),  10585 ;  (piece  goods), 
io6j8,  11528;  (waddings,  &c.),  10634,  10635, 
10637;  (arms,  4c.),  10657,  ^o6S9;  (cutlery), 
10672,  10674 ;  (motive  power  machinery;, 
10682 ;  (aluminium  goods),  10707 ;  (locks), 
10789,  10797 ;  (standards,  &c.},  loSot ; 
(wheels),  10804;  (electrical  and  gas  appli- 
ances), 10744,  11546;  (oils),  {f.o.,  10884), 
10885,  ^°8g7,  toqi2,  10995  >  (roofing  tiles), 
10900,  10902 ;  (furniture],  iioia ;  (timber), 
11028,  11148,  11140,  11567,  11573;  (talking 
machines,  &c.),  ito66 ;  (catalogues,  &c.), 
11071;  (directories,  &c.),  11079,  ^'43^!  f*"^" 
vertisements,  &c.),  11080.  11081,  11083 ; 
(printing  ink),  11005,  1^567,  11572 ;  (licht- 
pausrohpapie.j^,^iii2*f,^(gi^|W^^^^  for- 
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ThomsoD,  Hod.  Dugald — t*tUi«ued. 

home  coQsumptioa),  1 1303 ;  (curtains  and 
blinds),  11441;  (electrical  machinery),  11448, 
f.o.f  11149;  (pulley  blocks),  to68t  j  f-»-i 
11539-41.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toma).) 

Decimal  Coinage,  q.,  11325-6 
Defence  ; 

Naval  Policy,  suffly,  11471 

Supplies,  preference  to  Great  BriUin,  nffly, 
100S2;  10608 

Vote  for»  suffiyt  "374 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 

6095 

Electoral  Rolls,  f.,  1596 

Estimates,   Additional,   supply,   11272,  11300, 

11359.  "374 
Excise    Procedure   Bill,  an.,  74S0 
Excise  Tariff  Acts,  standard  of  wages,  q.,  6096 
Expenditure,    Commonwealth,    suffly,  9405» 

9957-61.  9974.  "272 
Federal  Capital,        <h75;  it*fPh-  9887-  W« 

Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Finance,  Federal,  suffly,  11272 
Financial      Relations,      Commonwealth  and 

States,  q.,  11783,  11786 
Fire  Insurance  Bill,  2R.,  1608 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  M.,  iota6-7;  suffly, 

m.,  11331 

German  fslaads,  Pacific,        6813,  7350 
Honorary  Minister's  Expenses,  suf^y,  94831 

9487 

Immigration,  supply,  9515,  9606 
Imports,  Classification  of,  supply,  9995 
Invalid     and    Old-age     Pensions    Bill,  2B., 
1 1959 ;    torn,    (who   may   receive  pensions), 
1 1964,  1 1967.    {See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Iron  Bounties  Bill,  g-t 
Labour  Caucus,  ff.,  f.c,  10968  ^ 
Labour  Party,   Mr.  Watson's  resignation  of 

leadership,  5327 
Mail  Service  to  Europe,  j.,  4623,  6229; 

6435.  6440; 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aR.,  (/•«■> 

6215);  Cffm.  (schedule),  12179 
Navigation  Bill,  q-,  9'9* 
New  Hebrides,  supply,  9415 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  eons,  mei.,  7^99 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  9326.    {See  Invalids 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill) 
Opium,  sale  of,  f.,  3970 
Paoer,  Government  tenders,  f..  tooSi 
P:ipua,  q.,  10965,  11422 
Parliament  : 

Library,  suffly,  11300 

ReQecttons  on,  obs.,  10995 
Parliamentatv  Witnesses  Bill,  eem.  (refusing 

to  be  sworn),  12075 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Revenue  and  Expenditure,  m..  9954 

Speech  by  Secretary,  g.,  909a 

Stamps,  Printing  of,  tuffly,  9974 

Vole  for,  suffly,  11274 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  5068 
Public  Service  Bill,  2K.,  12064 
Quarantine  Bill,  earn,  proclamation  of  ports), 

1552 

Quarantine,  suffly,  9984 
Knilway  Gauge,  UnifoTm,  q.,  9298 
Repatriation,  suffly,  ii359 
Seat   of   Government    Bill,    2R.,  10361.  {See 
Federal  Capital) 


Ihomson,  Hon.  Dugald — continued. 
Shipping,  di&erential  treatment  of,  f.,  ii79b> 

1 1 921 
Supply  ; 

Defence  :  (Central  Administration),  10082 
External     AHairs      (Administrative),  9405, 

0415 ;    (Executive    Council),  9483,   9487 ; 

(Miscellaneous),  9515,  9606 
Home  Affairs  (Ccqaus  and  Statistics),  9S79; 

(Miscellaneous),  9887 
Parliament  (Library),  11300 
Treasury  (The  Treasury),  9957  ;  (Government 

Printer),  9974;  (incidental  expenses),  11374 
Trade    and    Customs    (Quarantine),    99X4 ; 

(South  Australia),  9995 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  11407; 

(Defence),  11411 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2R.,  11727 
Tariff  : 

Alterations,  List  of,  q.,  6S34 
Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7299,  7458 
New  Protection,  suffly,  4009,  4010,  4130, 
4134 

Senate's  Retjuests,  q.,  10079 
Tartaric  Acid,  q.,  11098 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 
Acetic  acid,  &c.,  6gb9 

Advertisements,    7194;    eoni.    req,,  11080, 

11081,  11083 
Agricultural,  &c..    Machinery,   6054,  6559, 

6561,  6563,  6575,  6581,  6589 
Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Ueer  {f.o.,  4006-7)1 

4009,  4010,  41  to,  4134 
Aluminium  Goods,  cont.  req.,  10707 
Ammonia,  condenser  coils,  &c.,  6113 
Antimony,  6830 

Apparel,  5625 ;  eons,  req.,  lO^bj 

Arms,  6033,  6037 ;  eons,  req.,  10657^  10659 

Bags,  a:c.    m..  to  seport,  5730,  5734 

Bags,  basketn,  He,  7359 

Barbed  wire,  6830 

Biscuits,  4776 

Blacking,  olc,  6854,  6855 

Boats,  &c.,  7,^59,  7360 

Bottle  stoppers,  6935 

Bottles,  empty,  6936 

Candles,  5068 

Canvas  and  duck,  5930 

Casks,  &c.,  7131 

Catalogues,    &c.,    7171,   717a,    7177,  jijit, 

7187;  e7Hs.  req.,  11071 
Cicarette^,  4304 
Coffee,  5262 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5159,  5172,  5234,  5241, 

^5357.  5259  „ 
Corks,  7379,  7381 

Curled  hair,  &c.,  7^59 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  eons,  req.y  11441 
Cutlery,  eons.  req..  10672,  10674 
Cylinders,  6t  14 

Directories,   &c.,   7189;  eons,   req.,  11079* 

"452 
Droppers,  6831 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  6808,  6809; 

cons,  req.,  10744.  11546 
Electrical    Machinery,    eons,    req.,  11448; 

{f.o.,  11449) 
Engines,  &c.,  6706,  6708 
Fancy   goods,  7140 
Fish.  5267 

Fishing  nets,  &c.,  7374 
Fruits  and  veeet,ihtes,  5279 
Furniture,  eons,  req.,  n6ii 
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-Tkomtoo,  Hoa.  Dugald — eenlinued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Ciutomi) — continued. 
Glass,  polished,  &c.,  6921 
Gloves,  5939;  cons,  reg,,  10579,  11460 
Glue,  &c.,  6950 

Governois,  impoiUtio&i  for,  7403,  7406 

Grain  and  pulse,  5350,  5357 

Hats,  4c.,  5947 ;  tons,  rtq.,  10585 

Iron  and  steel  tubes,  6tia 

Iron  and  steel,  6841 

Iron,  plute  and  sheet,  6530 

iewellcry,  7149 
.amps,  &c.,  6043,  6047,  6048 
Lasts  and  Trees,  7136 
Lead,  6050 

Leather  mannfacturet,  71G6 
Licbt-pausrohpapier,     eons.     rtq..  11170, 

11171,  1117a' 
Liquorice,  cons,  req.,  10517,  10518 
Locks,  tons.  req..  10789,  10797 
Machinery,   rebate   for  home  consumption, 

eoHt.  req.,  11203 
Machinery  and  parts,  6ioa 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 

6740,  674s 
Manures,  7370 

Matches,  5446 ;     cons,  f 10547,  10548, 

10550,  10551,  1055a 
Meats,  &c..  5455 
Milk,  5509,  5519 
Milling  silk,  5929 

Motive  power  machinery,  cons,  rtq.,  1068a 
Motor  cars,  &c.,  7293 
Nails,  6596,  6607,  6612,  6619 
Naphthalene,  6977 

Oils,  6861,  6863;   cons.   Tcq.    (f.o.,  108S4, 

10885),  ^0897,  10913,  1099s 
Paints  and  colours,  6881,  bSS;.  6888,  6889, 

6890 

Paper    and    stationery,    7115,  7319,  7323, 

7242 
Pianos,  7351 

Piece  Goods,  5806,  5852;  cons.  req..  10628; 

[f.o.,  11528) 
Plates.  &c.,  6830 
Potatoes,  5343 
Potato  dour,  5345 

Printing,  &c.,  inks,  7244,  7261;  cons,  req., 
11095 

Pulley  blocks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10686,  11510- 
41 

Rails,  &c.,  6820,  6826 
Rennet  liquid,  5463 

Roofing  tiles,  &c.,  6906,  6908;  cons,  req., 

10900,  10902 
Sacrha  rin ,  '6973 
Saddlers'  Webs,  Ac,  5939 
Sago,  cons,  req.,  10497 
Salt,  &c.,  5535,  5536.  554a 
Sausage  casings,  5459 
Saws,  &c.,  674S,  6750 
Scrap  iron,  &c.,  6832 
Screws,  6771 

Stained  Glass  Windows,  6919 
Standards,  &c.,  cont,  req.,  10801 
Stearine,  &c.,  5141  j  eons,  req.,  10505 
Stone  and  marble,  6964 
Strawboard ,  7324 
Sugar,  4688,  4762 
Tanks,  66ai 

Talking  machines,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11066 
Tea,  if.o.,  5465) ;  eoHt.  reg.,  11066 
Tents.  &c.,  593S 
Textiles,  ftc.,  n.e.i.,  5633,  5634 


Thomson,  Hon.  Dugald — continued. 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Timber,  &c.,  7032,  7068,  7085,  7096,  7097, 
7104,  7107,  710S;  cont.  req.,  11028,  11148, 
iri49,   11567,  11573 
Tin  plates,  6116,  6833 
Tobacco,  4341 
Varnishes,  689^ 

Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  5341 ;    cons,  req., 
10530 

Waddings,    &c.,    5927;    cons,    req.,  10634, 
106^5,  10637 

Weighing  machines,  6629 

Wheels,  cons,  req.,  10804 

Wire  cloth,  Ac,  68n 

(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise) : 

Cigarettes,  4312,  4313 

Glucose,  4643 

Saccharin,  5^57 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Metallic   Circuits,   q.,  6725 

Wires,  underground  ing,  suf-fiy,  11407 
Tenders,  public,  Briti^  preference,  suffly, 

10082;  q.,  10608,  11525,  11703,  12198 
Transferred  Properties,  q.,  11921 
Transferred    Services,    revenue    and  expendi- 
ture,  m.,  11709 
Victoria,  Population,  q.,  10525 

Thomson,  Hf .  John,  Coivper  : 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (specification  of  bounties)* 

1061; -First  Schedule  (coffee),  1209 
Butter   Boxes,   q.,  6591 
Butter  Grading,  q.,  1413 
Defence  : 

Military  Instruction,  g.,  3123 
Estimates,  Additional,  11392 
Grain  Bags,  q.,  7414 
Iron  Industry,  q.,   1 1420 
Mails,  Conveyance  of,  q.,  1595 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  1174a 
New  Hebrides,  q.,  10700  ' 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Tobacco,  42(50 
Postal  Service  : 

Contract  Offices,  suffly,  11392-3 

Reclassification,  q.,  10875 
Postal  Votes,  iiSi 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4950,  4968 
Public  Service  : 

Allowances,  Special,  suf-fiy,  1139a 

Undermanning,  Customs,  q.,  11624 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (fumigation  of  vessels),. 

1621 

Shipping  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3956 
Supply  : 

Postmaster.General  (offices  and  lines),  11393- 
Tariff : 

Timber,  Butter-box,  q.,  2564 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  ftc,  Machinery,  6579 

Candles,  4950,  4955,  4968,  5081,  513a 

Fishing  nets,  he,  7374,  7375 

Furniture,  7018 

Hats,  &c.,  5962 

Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6542 

Piece  goods,  5921 

Timber,  &c.,  7048,  7071,  7085,  7091 
Tobacco,  4289 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 
Delays  in  delivery  oif  tel^rams,  « 5328  • 
Lines,  mainteD^H^^  i^^iy^jc^GlhQl^ 
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Trenwith,  Senator  Hon.  W.  A.,  Victoria: 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Build- 
ings) Bill,  torn.,  schedule  (Defence),  11693 

Address- in-RepIy,  m.,  376-8 

Adjournment,  Special,  m.,  7788 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Union,  adj.^ 
5496 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.  (applicatioo  of 
State  laws),  673,  1590;  (presentment  of 
cheque  for  payment),  305S,  2410 ;  (prutec- 
tion  of  banker),  aigS,  3206;  {States  duty 
stamps),  3387;  (post  dated  cheques),  2298 

Bounties  Bill,  com.  (notice  of  conditions),  3780 ; 
(regulations),  3851,  3853,  3859 ;  com.,  first 
ichedule  (cotton),  3870,  3871 ;  (jute),  3166, 
3ifo,  3858;  (mohair),  3374;  (rice),  3488; 
[ccmee),  3708;  (tobacco),  4Q01 ;  eons,  met., 
641a 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  3K.,  12113 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  [taxation 

by  State),  1052 
Customs     Tariff     Bill,     m.,     11587 ;  com, 
(schedule)  : 

Ammonia,  9342;  {f.o.,  9345,  9246,  9251) 

Animals,  7657 

Apparel,  kc,  8203 

Artificial  Plants,  &c..  835a 

Bananas,  7871 

Bicycles,  &c.,  9818 

Biscuits,  7680 

Blue,  768S 

Boots,  ftc,  9663 

Carbide  of  calcium,  9266 

Coffee,  777a 

Combs,  &c.,  9653 

Confectionery,  7724 

Electrical,  &c.,  appliances,  S890 

Electrical  machinery,  &c.,  S803 

Fish,  7803 

Furniture,  9357 

Furs,  &c..  Sago 

Gloves,  com,  req.,  10931 

Glue,  850a,  8511 

Grain  and  Pulse,  prepared  (f-c.  790a), 
7909 

HaU,  &c.,  831 1,  8319,  8320 
Insecticides,  &c.,  0288 
Leather,  9676 

Liquid  Removers  of  Faint,  &c.,  8473 
Machinery,  &c ,  8706 
Matches,  7965,  7984 
Meals,  &c.,  8015 
Milk,  txfl.,  8026 

Motive  power  machinery  [p.o.,  8649) 
Nails   8601.  8609 
Niits,  8034 

Oilmen's  Stores,  804a,  8048,  8060 

Oils,  S439.  S448 

Onions,  7886 

Paints,  &c..  8466 

Paper,  writing  and  typing,  9799 

Piece  Goods,  8168,  8172,  8i8t 

Printing  Ink,  9804 

Printing  Roller  'Composition,  8^2^ 

Pulley  Blocks,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10939 

Rails,  Fishplates,  &c.,  eons.  req..  10957 

Rice,  8070 

Salt,  8002 

Spices,  8099 

Socks,  &c.,  8^41 

Spectacles,   f rames,  ftc. ,  96(9 

Steel  wheels,  9186 

Strawboard,  9748,  9756 


Trenwith,  Senator  Hon.  W.  A. — continued. 
Customs  Tariff  Bill  (Schedule)— f«ii/t)iiifif. 
Tallow,  &c.,  8385 
Tanks,  8615 
Tea,  81 1 1 

Timber,  9463,  9548;   (f.o.,   9550);  eons. 

req.,  113441  11356,  11603 
Tool  Handlei,  9636 

Type,  ftc,  8^ 

Vegetables,  dried,  &c.,  7875,  7877 
Wine,  Sparkling,  7629 
Wire-netting,  9165 
Wood  Articles,  9578 

Defence : 

Small-arms  Factory,  suffly,  11693 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
eem.  (powers  of  Court),  5662;  reeom.  (refer- 
ence of  question),  5985 

Dissent  from  Ruling  :  Admissibility  of  Re- 
quest (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  9251  ;  (£1- 
cise  Tariff  Bill),  m.,  10023 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule  :  (confec- 
iionery),  f.o.t  iooa3'4 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  376-8 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  ai.,  iaoi4 

Judiciary  Bill,  com.  (appeali  from  State 
Courts),  945 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Surrey 
Bill,  3B.  (f.o.),  ioas-6-7;  com.  (power  to 
makie  survey),  1487 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  ai.,  100^4;  com. 
(J.  Wilson),  10068 

Order  of  Business,  m.,  34 

Parliament  House,  Entertainment  of  Strangers, 
6059 

Parliamentary   Papers   Bill,   com.    (no  actios 

for  publication),  13133 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (resisting 

apprebenaion),  765 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  377-8  • 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of,  in  England,  ad- 

dress,  377 
Printing  Committee,  m.^  3283 
Privilege,  Procedure,  Select  Committee, 

tooo6 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (arrangements  with 
State),  5307;  (Proclamation  of  ports),  5397, 
S483;  (animals),  6066:  (liability  of  owners 
for  expenses),  6071,  6076,  6081;  (persfios 
able  to  support  thcms«1v<-s),  6218 ; '(vaccina- 
tion), 6224 

Senate,  Rights  of,  m.,  11^87 

Standing  Orders,  Amendment  of,  adj.^  a6aa 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  m.,  36 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  com.  (issue  and  applica- 
tion), 194s 

Supply  Biir  (No.  4),  !«.,  6333 

Tariff  : 

Debate,  duration  of,  adj.,  7564 
Tobacco  Combine,  m.s.o.,  3051 ;  \f.o.^  3053)  f 
m.,  3059 
Wages  Boards,  suffly,  6332-3 

Todov,  Hon.  F.  O.,  Yarra  : 
Address-in-Reply,  n.,  336 
Advertising  Resources  of  Australia,  sufftf. 

9618 

Bounties   Bill,    com.,   first   schedule  (tobacco 

leaf),  1227;  (fish),  1301 
Budget,  3296 

Chinese  Immigration,  address^,  336 
Coastal  Steamers.  ^g,j.^^(^oOgle 
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Tudor,  Hod.  F.  G- — continued. 

Commezce  Act,  address,  336 

Corio  Division,  Irregularities  at  General 
Election,  q., 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cent.  req.  (gloves),  10378; 
(hats,  &c.),  10580,  10591,  10618;  (loclcs,  &c.)> 
10646, 10651 ;  (manufacturesof  metals),  10706; 
(wire),  ic&^S;  \$.o.,  loSit),  10812;  (furni- 
ture), IIOI3 ;  (leather),  11070 ;  (catalogues), 
11075  >  (directories),  11078,  11456 ;  (card- 
board), 11091 ;  (timber),  11 149;  (electrical 
machinery)*  11446.  (See  Tariff  Resolutions 
(Customs) ) 

Defence  : 

Area  for  Manceuvring  and  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, tuffly,  3454 
Enlistment,  q-»  4740 
Lang,  Bombardier,  3313 

Electoral  : 

Amendment  of  Law,  address,  342-3 
Officials  as  Returning  Officers,  m.,  707 

RoUi,  e-t  1 1359 

Eleetku  Expenses  Reimbunement  Bill,  com. 

(Appiopriation),  12197 
Employers'  Federation  of  Victoria,  address, 

336-7 

Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act, 
f.,  4748,  4926;  adj.,  6366,  12166;  q.,  7115. 
\See  New  Protection) 

Expenditure  in  Excess  of  Votes,  suffly,  3544 

Factory  I^gialatioD,  Tasmania,  adiress,  341-s 

Goremment  Printing  Office,  q.,  6812 

Grain  Bags,  size  of,  9845 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  address,  336 

ImmigraticMi,  suffly,  9618 

Invalid  and  Old-aee  Pensions  Bill,  com. 
(invalid),  11978.    {See  Old-age  Pensions) 

Inm  Ore,  exportation,  q.,  6407 

Labour  Party,  address,  339-41 

Mails  ! 

Service  to  Europe,  m.,  exfl.,  606;  w.,  f.o., 
6501 

Manufactures     Encouragement     Bill,  com. 

(schedule),  12178 
National    Physique,    School    Inspection,  q., 

33«.  3585.  3972  „  , 

New  Protection,  g.,  2843,  5328,   71 16.  [See 

Excise  Tariff,  &c.) 
New  Protection  (Tariff)  : 

Tobacco,  4287 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  cons,  mes.,  7499 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  338 ;  suffly.  9324 ; 
12038.    {See  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pen- 
sions Bill) 

Papua,  Solomon  Island,  and  New  Hebrides, 
tf-.  3508 

Patriot,  Western  Australia,  address,  338-40 
Piano  Industry,  q.,  11261 
Post  Offices  : 

Contract  Offices,  suffly,  3523,  3538 

Cue  Postmaster,  q.,  6406 

Expenditure,  suffly,  3523 

Hawthorn,  suffly,  3527 

Melbourne,  suffly,  3523,  3527-8,  3536 

Northam,  suf-Uy,  3535 

Sydney,  suffly,  3523,  3527 
Postal  Service  : 

B07  Labour,  Shepparton,  q.,  141a 

Boy  Letter-carrieis,  q.,  504,  1181 

Deputy  Postmaster-General,  Victoria,  suffly, 
4854 

Overtime,  q.,  2313 

Parcels  Delivery,  q.,  11424,  11628,  11794 
Promotions,  Victoria,  q.,  4842 


Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.— continued. 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4571,  5079 
Printing  Office,  Government,  suffiy,  3592-3 
Public  Service  : 

Examioations,  q.,  7459 
Increments,  adj.,  3298;  6812 
Repatriated  Australians,  1326 
Starch  Workers'  Conditions,  address,  337 
States*  Officers,  Services  by,  suffly,  9728 
Sugar  Excise  Act,  q.,  3173 
Sugar  Industry,  address,  338,  342 
Supply  : 

Attorney  General  (High  Court),  9738 
External     Affairs     (Administration),     9482 ; 

(Miscellaneous),  9618 
Works  and  Buildings  (Trade  and  Customs), 
3441;   (defence,   Tasmania),   3454;  (post 
and  telegraph.  New  South  Wales),  3509, 
3523;  (post  and  telegraph,  Victoria),  3527; 
(post  and  telegrapb,  Western  Australia), 
3535;   (telegraphs   and   telephones.  New 
South  Wales),  3543;  (Treasury),  3592 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1790 
Tariff  : 

Comparative  columns,  q.,  1747 
Comparative  table  of  rates,        2791,  2889 
Harvesters,  q.,  1748 
Index,  q.,  1714 
Kerosene  Duties,  q.,  7299 
Order  of  consideration,  m.,  4347 
Wire  Netting,  precedence  to  item,  m.,  4347 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
Acetic  Acid,  &c.,  6969 
Agricultural,  &c.,  machinery,  6552,  6559 
Ale,  Porter,  Ac,  (#.«.,  3296),  3296 
Arms,  6035 
Bags,  &c.;  5643,  5646 
Bananas,  5339 
Bicycles,  &c.,  7272 
Blacking,  &c.,  6847 
Blankets,  &c.,  5728 
Boats,  &c.,  7359 
Cameras,  &c.,  7394 
Candles,  5079 

Cardboard,  eons,  req.,  11091 
Catalogues,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  11075 
Confectionery,  Sc.,  5167,  5246,  5259 
Cosies  and  cushions,  5739 
Crust  or  Rough-tanned  Goat  Skins,  716S 
Cycle  parts,  &c.,  7283,  7284,  7454 
Directories,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  11078  11456 
Dry  Plates,  7396 

Electrical  Machinery,  cons,  req.,  I1446 

Fancy  Goods,  7140,  7142 

Furniture,  &c,,  7007;  cons,  req,,  11012 

Glass,  bevcUed,  &c.,  6914 

Glass,  polished,  &c.,  6921,  6922 

Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10578 

Glucose,  4611 

Glue,  &c.,  6949 

Grain  and  pulse,  5351 

Hats  and   Cnps,   5941,    5959  \    cons,  req., 

10580,  1059T,  10618 
Inks,  &c.,  for  Leather,  7399 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6979 
Jewellery,  7143,  7148,  7149 
Leather,  7166,  7168;  cons,  req.,  H070 
Machinery  and  parts,  6104 
Manufactures  of  Metals,  cons,  rtq.,  10706 
Matches,  5452 
Oilmen's  Stores.  5524 
Paints  and  Colours,  6892 
Paper  and  Stationery,^^3{,  7^0 
Digitized  by  V^OOQ^lC 
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Tudor,  Hon.  F.  G.—fontimited. 
Tariff  Resolution!  (Custonu)— ftfuA'ssed. 
Parasols,  &c.,  7454 
Perambulators,  &c.,  bodies,  728.1 
Piece  goods,  58^1,  5925 
Printing,  &c.,  mki,  7244,  7253 
Rice,  5537 

Rubber  ManufactureSf  7162 
Shooks,  7136 

Socks  and  Stoclcings,  5933,  5935 ;  eont.  reg., 

10646,  10651 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6914 
Stearine,  &c.,  5144 
Stone  and  Marble,  6959,  6964,  6965 
Tea.  54»4 

Textiles,  ftc,  n.e.i.,  5632 

Timber,  &c.,  7072,  7098,  710a,  7103,  7106; 

eoMt.  ftq.  11149 
Tobacco,  4217,  4287 
Wire  Cloth,  fltc..  6833 

Wire,  cons,  req.,  10S08;  {.f.o.t  10811),  ro8i2 

Wire  Netting,  4571 

Yarns,  7377 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Budget,  «.,  3296 

Cigarettes,  4320,  4324 

Glucose,  4639 

Saccharin,  5558 

Starch,  5548,  5553 

Sufjar,  4766 

Tobncco,  4306 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  ; 

Line  Repairers,  &c.j  test,  q.y  12152 

Operators,  telegraph,        4519,  4843 

Supplementary  lists,  telephone,  q.  11743 

Telephone  Charges,  Melbourne  suburbs, 
q.,  2348;  fw^/Zy,  3509,  3527,  3544;  Mileage 
Rates,  6726 

Trunk  Telephone  Rates,  q.,  501,  590,  975; 
suf-^y,  3544 
Trawler,  Steam,  q.,  3301 ;  suffiy^  3441 

Tarlay,  Sanator  H.^  Qmmnland  .- 

Additional  Appropriation  Bill,  com.,  schedule 

(External  Affairs),  11617;  (Electoral),  11620 
Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  5896 
Appropriation    (Works    and    Buildings)  Bill, 

com.,  schedule  (Defence),  3934,  4038 
Australian   Industries   Preservation   Bill,  2R., 

4600  i   com.   (burden  of  proof),  5041;  (f.o., 

5044-5) ;  ad.  ref.,  ^178 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.    (protest),  3418 
Bounties   Bill,   com.     (appropriation),   2767 ; 

(jute),   3264;   (copra),   3401:   (rice),  3488; 

(rubber),  3565,  3570  j  (tobacco).  3730;  reeom. 

(tobacco),  4904 
Coal  Combine,  alleged,  adj.,  3703 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  2H.,  12117 
•Customs  Tariff  Bill,  com.    Schedule  : 

Carbide  of  Calcium.  9364 

Peel,  7834 

Stone  and  Marble,  8551 

Timber,  9444,  9451,  9469,  947a,  9545;  cent. 

req.,  11249,  ■■3°8i  11605 
Yams,  9920 
Defence  : 

Establishment,  suffly,  3934 
Rifle  Range  :  Toowong,  suffly,  4038  j  Bris- 
bane, suffly,  4039 
Electoral  Rolls,  suffly,  11620;  q.,  119S3 


TuTley,  Seaatoz  H. — eontinmed. 
Excise  Procedure  Bill.  com.  (legal  reprcaenta- 

tion),  5122 

Immigration,  q,,  650,  1929;  m..  2055;  suffif, 

5896,  5901 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensiout  Bill.  sE.,  12019 
Judiciary    Bill.   com.    (appeals    from  Sute 

Courti).  95a 
KalgooTlte  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Snrvey 

Bill,  2K.,  1161 ;  com.  (power  to  make  mr* 

vey),  1478 
Land  Settlement,  suffly,  5896-5901 
Mails  : 

Service  to  Europe,  q.,  6294,  6297,  640S,  641* 
Officers*  CompensatioQ  Bill,  com.  (S.  Burnett), 

10069;  (■Ixirt  title),  10070 
Older  of  Burets,  adj.t  693 
Quarantine  Bill,  2k..  sz%$  \  com.  (proclam>tk» 

of  ports),  5491 
Repatriation,  suffly,  11617 

Senate  Election,  South  Australia,  m.,  4834 
St.    Ledger,  Senator,    penoiul  ezptanatioBj 

adj.,  11910 

Sugar-cane  Fields,  Queensland,  q..  5175,  5284 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2,)  com.  (issue  and  applica* 
tion),  1940 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule),  Extemnl 

Affairs.  5896 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  com.  (schedule),  6148 

Ifardon,  Sanator  J.,  South  Awaralia: 

Additional  Appropriation  (Works  and  Baild- 
ings)  Bill,  2R.,  11690;  com.,  schedule  (De- 
fence), 1 1695 

Appropriation  Bill,  com.  (Home  Affairs)} 
10305,  10306 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill.  com.  (ap- 
propriation), 12127 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  Schedule  • 
Ammonia,  9242,  9344 
Antimony,  9171 
Bicycles,  &c.,  9821 
Blankets,  Printing,  9946 
Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  cons,  ref., 

10948,  11597 
Electrotypes,  &c.,  9169 
Furniture,  9369 
Goods  brought  back,  9946 
Hay  and  Chaff,  com.  req.,  10864 
Insecticides,  &c.,  9384,   9290;   cans,  rtf., 

1 1 340 
Leather,  &c.,  9677 
Manures,  9914 
Naphthaline,  9275 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  11223,  *''3^ 
Paper,  n.e.i.,  9758 

Paper,  Manufactures  of,  9681,  9802 

Paper  F'attems,  ^10 

Paper,  Printed,  9745 

Pianos,  9840 

Printing  Ink,  9805 

Spectacles  and  Frames,  &c.,  9659 

Stearine,  cons,  req.,  10S54 

Strawboard,  9756 

Wicker.  Bamboo,  &c..  n.e.i..  9570 
Wire  Netting,  9103 
Wood  Articles,  9573,  9574,  9576 
Defence  : 
Drill  Halls,  suffly,  11690 
Small  Arms  and  Cordite  Faetoriea.  mfflf. 
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Tftrdon,  Senator  J  .—eontinued. 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com..  Schedule :  (Glucose), 
10039 

Harvesters,  Price  of,  g.,  10919,  11230 
lovalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  as.,  12025 ; 
torn,  (commencement),  13036;  (who  may  re- 
ceive pensions),  12037;  (neceasai^  condi- 
tions), 13033  >  (investigation  by  Registrar), 
13036 

Northern  Territory,  adj.,  9741 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  3B.,  13130 
Petition,  Printing  o^,  n.,  10351 
Postal  Service  : 

Mitchell,  South  Australia.,  9633 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  ; 

Administration,  ad;.,  9533 

Cabinet  Committee,  ad).,  9533;  g-,  11580 
Statistical  Branch,  suffly,  10305,  10306 
Surplus  Bevenue  Bill,  aa.,  ixSq^;  eem.  (00m. 

mencement),  11906 

W«Ik«r,  Senator  Hon.  J.  T.,  A^ew  South 

Acts  and  Documents,  6061 

Address-in-Keply,  m.,  59 

Advertising  the  Commonwealth,  suffly,  5886 

Adjournment,  Early,  m.,  487 

Appropriation  (Works  and  Buildings)  Bill,  as., 
^17 ;  com.,  schedule  (telegraphs  and  tele- 
phones), 4049;  (Government  Printing  Office), 
4055 ;  (Commonwealth  Offices,  London), 
4063;  3R.,  4144 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  2K., 
4513;  com.  (burden  of  proof,  &c.)t  49i4> 
4023,  5016,  5040;  ad.  ref.,  5181 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  as.,  663 ;  com.  (in- 
dorsemeat  in  blank  and  special  mdorsemcnt), 
748;  (presentment  of  cheque  for  payment;, 
fSo,  3056,  2058,  3o6o,  2410,  2413;  (protection 
of  banker),  751,  754,  2201;  (protest  when 
notary  not  accessible),  760;  (bank  holidays), 
3210;  (second  schedule),  2284;  (State  stamp 
duty),  2293 ;  (post-dated  cheques),  2297, 
3298;  (alteration  of  promissory  note),  2299, 
2300 ;  recom.  (presentation  of  cheque  for 
payment),  2414 

Bounties,  ftddress,  59-60 

Bounties  Bill,  ai.,  3761;  com.,  first  schedule, 
{cotton),  3864,  3871,  3069 ;  (New  Zealand 
flax),  3076;  (coffee),  3707;  (tobacco),  (^.ff., 
4161;  4164);  (fish),  4363;  (wool  topi),  4386, 
6391 ;  ad.  ref.,  4^85 

Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  torn.  (Taxation 
by  States),  1051,  1581,  1584 

Defence : 

Military  School,  q.,  4143 

Naval  Agreement,  address.  60 

Rifle  Matches,  Sydney,  q.,  5083,  5283,  6189 

Direct  Taxation,  suffiy,  3817 

Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  q.,  3791; 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.  (exclusion  of  law- 
yers), 5136 

Federal   Capital,  address,  61-2 ;  q.,   2844-5  • 

«'#?'y.  3817 

Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  address,  60;  suffly,  3817,  6313-4 
First  President  of  the  Senate,  3366 
fiovernment  Printing  Office,  Victoria,  suffly, 
4055 

High  Commissioner,  address,  60-1 ;  ; .,  3797 
{see  London  Offices) 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad- 
dress, 61 


Walker,  Senator  Hon.  J.  T.—coniinued. 
Immigration  :  Encouragement,  address,  62 ;  q,, 
3900 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  59 

Income  Tax  :  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  61 

Kalgoorlte  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  address, 
62 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  a».,  1359 ;  [f.o.,  loja) ;  com.  (appro- 
priation of  moneys),  1510 

Kanakas  :  Repatriation,  address,  61  ;  suffly, 
5886 

London  Offices  of  Commonwealth,  suffly,, 
3817,  4063,  4144;  q.,  4706,  5177,  5857  {see 
High  Commissioner) 

Mails  : 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  61 ;  q., 

249.  649.  3558 
Map  of  Australia,  suffly,  6351 

Uaraooa  Farmers'  Association,  exfl.,  500 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  59 

New  Guinea,  adidress,  61,  6a 

New  Hebrides,  address,  63-3;  q.,  4345,  4708; 

suffly,  5886 
Northern  Territory,  address,  60;  3145 
Order  of  Business,  adj.,  693 
Pair  Book,  Entries,  m.,  3503 
Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  as.,  3o8o 
Post  Offices  : 

Early  Closing,  q.,  6409 
Preferential  Voting,  address,  61 
Prime  Minister,  Actions  of  in   England,  ad- 

dress,  59 

Quarantine  Bill,  address,  62;  2R.,  5203;  com. 
(arrangements  with  States),  5305,  5307 ; 
(proclnmntion  of  ports),  5306 ;  (other  persons 
prohibited  from  quitting  vessel),  6002;  (re- 
lease), 6005 ;  (goods),  6062 ;  (power  to  de- 
stroy animals),  6069 ;  Oiability  of  owners 
for  expenses),  6071,  6079 

Standing  Orders,  Amenament  of,  ad;.,  2623 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.,  Defence  :  (Central 
Administration),  1949 

Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  com.  (schedule).  External 
Affairs,  5886 

Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  iR.,  6313 

Tariff  : 

Address,  SQ,  62 

Vacancy  in  Senate,  South  Australia,  address. 

Wireless  Telegraphy,  suffly,  4049,  6313 

Watklns,  Hon.  D.,  Xeicccut/e  : 

Advertising  Australia,  suffly,  1794-5 
Coal  Miners*  Strike,  6024 
Commonwealth    and    States,    relations,  g., 
9582 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (stcarine), 
10511  ;  (fish),  10519;  (gloves),  10577;  (arms, 
&c.),  10656 ;  (electrical  machines),  f.o., 
10733;  (loclts),  10776;  (wheels),  10804,  10806; 
(oils),  10883.  {See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Cus- 
toms)-) 

Defence  : 

Adamstown  Rifle  Range,  q.,  10077 
Cordite  Factory,  suffly,  3738 
Dismissals,   Militia,  q.,  9581 
Harbor  Defence,  g.,  9479 
Long  Service  Medals,  q.,  9953,  1046a 
Mu^etry  Returns,  q..  3734.  397' 
Re-boring  .^QOglc 
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Watkins.  Hon.  D.—contitwed. 
Discharged  Coal  Miners,  Victoria,  q.,  3333 
Federal  CaiHtel*  ior3i 
Immigration,        771,  938,  1087,  1331,  1381, 

r4i3;  adj.,  930;  suffly,  1793-5 
losutaace  Companies,  q..  13158 
Kftlgooilte  to  Port  Augusta  Railwajr,  g.,  9191, 

9388 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  353 
Maitland  Coal  Miners,  q.,  SSia 
Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  9330,  9351 
Supply  :  Works  and  Buildings  (Defence),  3738 
Supply  Bill  (No.  2),  m.,  1793 
Tariff  : 

Petition,  m.,  3410 

Wire  Netting,  seizure,  q.,  3331 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Anns,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  10656 

Cartndges>  7381 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  6809 
Electrical  Machines,  co»t.  reg.,  10733 
Engines,  &c.,  6707 
Fish,  cons,  req.,  10519 
Furniture,  &c.,  7004 
Gloves,  cons,  req.,  10577 
Locks,  €ons.  req.,  10770 
Meats,  &c.,  5456 

Mining  Engines,  &c.,  6772,  6784,  6799 
Oils,  cons,  req.,  108S3 

Rubber  Waterproof,   Piece  Goods,  Rebate, 
7413 

SausTigc  casings,  54^1 
Stearine,  cans,  req.,  10511 
Tool  Handles,  71 19 
Wheels,  cons,  reg.,  10804.  10806 
Wire  Netting  [f.o.,  4574.  4575) 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill) 
Telegraphs  and  Telephone : 

Newcastle  Telephones,       6726,  7169,  11521 

Wataon,  Hon.  J.  CSoxtth  S\/ilnfy: 

Address-in-RepIy,  m.,  317 ;  Budget,  2366 
Agriculture,  small  increase  of,  Budget,  2168 
Australian   Industries  freservation   Bill,  3K., 
9oaa 

Borrowing  Commonwealth,  Budgett  3i7r-3 
Bounties  Bill,  aK.,  793;  com.  (specification  of 
bounties),  1057 ;  First  Schedule  (cotton), 
ro68 ;  (rice),  ii8g ;  (fish),  1306 ;  (fruits — 
dried),  1317 ;  f-o.,  1313 ;  (combed  wool), 
1318;  recom.,  1379;  (specification  of  boun- 
ties), 1386;  (regulations),  1389,  1390;  3B., 
1398;  eoas.  amdtt.,  6403 
Budget,  m.,  3366 

Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  7457;  q.,  7461 
Capital  and  Labour,  relations  of,  address,  219 
Carruthers,  Mr.,  public  utterances  of,  tuffly, 

3429.31  ;  exfl.,  3438-9,  3440 
Chairman  of  Committees,        80;  m.,  to  ap- 
point temporary  Chairmen,  83 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  in/.,  1x089 
Contingencies,  details,  suffly,  5788 
Customs   Tariff   Bill,    3R.,    7467;    cons.  req. 
if.o.,  10502-3);  m.,  10503;  (stearine),  10506; 
(hay   and  chaff),   10533 ;    (matches),    10547 ; 
(fancy    goods),    11057;    (leather),  11069; 
(directories),  11077;  (works  of  art),  11 184; 
(machinery,  rebate  for  home  consumption), 
11302;  (electrical  and  gas  appliances),  p.o., 
1 1 545-6 ;   (date  of  amendment),  f.o.,  10503 
{See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) ) 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C. — eontinued. 
Defence ; 

Area  for  Manoeuvring  and  Artillery  Prac- 
tice, tuffly.  3455.6 
Australian  Navy,  address,  319-30 
Bayly,  Colonel,  suffly,  5790 
Loan  Policy,  Budget,  3373 
Military  Forces,  address,  230-1 
Naval  Agreement,  address,  219-30 
New  Special  Provision,  suffiy,  3678 
Price,   Colonel,  suffly,  5790 
Small  Arms  Factory,  suffly,  3678,  5789 
Torpedo  Fleet,  address,  220 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  Relevancy  of  Amend- 
ment [Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Excise  Tariff  Acts,  Standard  of  Wages,  g., 
6098 

Federal  Capital,  q.,  193;  address,  234-5;  o^/-> 

agS  {see  Seat  of  Government  Bill) 
Federal  Expenditure,  Budget,  3370-1 
Federation,  public  feeling  as  to,  suffly,  3427, 

34a9-3> 

Financial  Relations,  Commonne.illh  and 
States,  address,  233-4;  Budget,  ii;3-4,  2376 

Forrest,  Sir  J.,  resignation,  Budget,  3366-7 

Govemment,  Position  of  the,  address,  21S ; 
suffly,  10452,  10461 

Immigration,  Budget,  2368 

Iron  Bounties  Bill  {see  Manufactures  En- 
couragement Bill) 

Iron  Industry,  Bounty,  Budget,  2382-4 

Judiciary  Bill,  3R.,  m.  (resumption  of  debate), 
3768;  com.  (not  to  apply  to  pending  cases 
io  State  Court),  3794 

Labour  Party,  address,  318 ;  suffly,  3439 ; 
announcement  of  resignation  of  le.idership, 
5326 

Land  Settlement,  Budget,  3368-9 

Land  Taxation,  Budget,  23^ 

Loan  policy.  Budget,  2372 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  svfi-!y.  3613 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  m.,  6444 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  q.,  5690; 

ebs..  5804;  com.  (auUiority  to  pay  bounties), 

12168 

Marine  Survey,  Australian  survey  ship,  9., 

Nortiiern  Territory,  address,  333 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  cons,  met.,  7497 
Old-age  Pensions,  address,  222,  334  ;  Budget, 
3373-4-5-6 

Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,  1897; 

com.  (amount  of  allowance),  1994.  1997,  2005 
Parties,  Political,  State  of,  address,  317-8 
Petition,  Tariff,  m.,  3409 
Postil  Service  : 

Expenditure,  Budget,  3370 

Penny  Postage,  address,  224 
Post  and  Tel»raph  Department  : 

Control  1^  Commissioners,  suffly,  10453 

Royal  Commission,  suffly,  10452,  10461 
Preferential   Trade,   address,    331  ;  Budget, 

2377-8 

Prime  Minister,  Congratulations,  cis.,  3735 
Printing  CommiUce,  m.  {f.o.},  770-1 
Privilege,  Signatures  to  Petitions,  nt.,  3417 
Public  Service  ; 

Commissioner,  suffly,  1045a 

Increments,  Budget,  2369-70 

Sweating,  suffiy,  10453 
Quarantine  Bill,  com,   (scope  of  quarantiaeh 

1444;  eons,  amdts.,  S953 

Quorum,  f.o.,  6800  f^r^-^rvT*^ 
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Walson,  Hon.  J.  C.—<«iUiniied. 

Seat  of  Government  BUI,  a*.,  10335  Fede- 
ral Capital) 
Shipping  Cooibinc,  alleged,  adj.,  3941 
Special  Adjournment,  m.,  2028,  6293 
States  Rights,  supply,  3427-31 
Sugar  Bounty,  Budget,  3370-1 ;  suffly,  3428 
Supply  : 

Worlcs  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairt),  3437; 
(Trade  and  Customs),  3438,  3440;  (De- 
fence, Tasmania),  3455;  (External  AQaiis), 
3632  J    (Defence,    new   special  provision), 

3678 

Supply  Bill  (No.        int.,  5788 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  3K..  ri843 
Tarifi : 
Address,  319 

Amendments,  Date  of  (p.f.,  1050^-3) ;  m„ 
10503 

Budget,    m.,    3367,   237696,  3476; 
3294) 

Commission's  Reports,  0.,  2655 

New    Protection,    Budget,    3390-5 ;  supply, 

4095-4103,  4133-4 
Petition,  m..  3409 
Recommittal  of  items,  tit.,  7441 
Refunds,  1748 

Wire  Netting,  Budget,  2387-89;  precedence 
to  item,  supply.  4133 
Tarilf  Resolutions  (Customs) ; 

Ate,  Porter,  and  other  Beer  (^.«.,  3204), 
409s,  4133,  4133 

Apparel,  5615 

Arms,  6034 

Books,  D-e>i-,  7269 

Bottles,  empty,  6945,  6948 

Commonwealth  and  State  Government  Im- 
ports, 7436 

Directories,  &c.,  ^0111.  reg.,  11077 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  com.  req., 
P.O.,  iiS4S-t> 

Electrical  Machinery,  6807-8 

Engines,  &c.,  6713,  6715 

Fancy  Goods,  cons,  req.,  11057 

Gas  Analysis  Apparatus,  &c.,  6939 

Glass,  bevelled,  &c.,  6915,  6917,  6920 

Graphite,  Ac,  68;o 

Glucose,  4629 

Hats,  &c.,  5969,  597a 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10533 

Hessians,  &c.,  5931 

Leather,  7449;  cons,  req.,  11069 

Liquid  Removers,  ftc,  6894 

Machinery  and  parts,  6101,  6105 

Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Tools, 
6724.  0734 

Machinery,   rebate   for  home  consumption, 

cons,  req.,  11203 
Matches,  cons,  req.,  10547 
Motive  Power  Machinery,  6655,  6657 
Nails,  66t6 
Oils,  6862.  6865,  6S68 
Oilmen's  Stores,  5523 
Paints  and  Colours,  68qi 
Pianos,  7^17,  71-10 

Piece  Goods,  5808;  {p.o,,  5847-9),  5916 
PrinlinfT,  &c..  Inks,  7255 
Rails,  &c.,  6817 
Rice,  5537 

Spirits  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  4135 
Stained  Glass  Windows,  6915,  6917,  6020 
State  Imports,  7426 
Stearine,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10506 


Watson,  Hon.  J.  C. — continued^ 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Sugar,  4678 

Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5633 

Timber,  &c.,  7073,  7077,  7081  (p.o.,  7392-3) 

T^pe,  6757 

U  hile  Sheep  and  Lamb  Skins,  ad.  rep., 

7449 
Wine,  4r39 

Wire  Nettmg  {p.o.,  4574,  4575.  4576,  4577). 
4578,  4579 

Works  of  Art,  cons  req.,  11184 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Rill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4316 

Starch,  5555 

Sugar,  4767 

Tobacco,  4306 
Transferred  Properties,  Budget,  2372-3 
Treasurer's  Advance,  supply,  85 
Wire  Netting,  seizure  by  New  South  Wales 

Government,  Budget,  2387-S 

Webster,  Hf.  W.,  (Jwyiiir. 

Address-in-Ueply,  m.,  467 

Australian  Industries.  Preservation  Bill,  com. 

(answers  to  questions),  9235 
Bounties    Bill,    com.    (appropriation),    tooS  \ 

(specification  of  bounties),  1060;  First  Sche* 

dule  (cotton),  1068;  (mohair),  1103 
Budget,  m.,  2371 
Business,  Order  of,  adj.,  7457 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons.  req.  (socks,  4c.}, 

10651 ;    (rock    drills),    107.16;    (stone  and 

marble),  iiooo;  (oils),  11115.      [See  Tariff 

Resolutions,  Customs.) 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  9847 
Federal  Capital,  m.,  311 ;  ; .,  773,  7460,  8815, 

supply,  8861 
Gauette,  m.,  11330 

(^vemment,  position  of,  supply,  10473 
Harvesters,  Price  of,  q.,  9584 
Hospitals,  States'  Borders,  q.,  9194 1  supply, 
3435 

Immigration,  supply,  1790-3 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  3K.,  12097. 

(See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Kalgooriie  to  Port  Augunta  Railway  Survey 

Bill,  mes.,  642 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  int.,  5914; 

2K.,  6186,  6253 
New  Protection,  woollen  trade,  q-,  36^2 
Newspaper,  Commonwealth,  q.,  10702 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7497 
Old-age  Pensions,  supply,  9332.    (See  Invalid 

and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Parliameatary  Allowances  Bill,  com.  (amount 

of  allowance),  2007 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 

Administration,  Sydney,    q. ,    9S8 ;  supply, 
1 04 1 2-5 

Cabinet  Committee,  q.,  9477,  9764,  10879 ; 

supply,  10156;  adj.,  It4()7;  obs.,  11669 
Correspondence,  delays,  adj.,  3362 
Deputy  Postmasters-General,  supply,  10411 
Fidelity  Guarantees,  supply,  10412-5 
Ministerial  Statement,  ots.,  11668 
Money  Order  Office,  Sydney,  supply,  10414 
Royal  Commission,  q.,  9477  ;  supply,  1040a, 

10406-16,  10472 
Select  Committee,  q.,  7458-  . 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


cxzvi 


Index  to  Speeches. 


Webster,  Mr.  W.— continued. 
Postal  Service  : 

Boy  letter-carriers,  y.,  38^ 

Clarke,   Mrs.,    compensatum  to,    f.,  3i»3, 

7463;  supply,  3434 
Complaints,  remedy  of,  f.,  8936 
Cootraci  Offices,  supply,  10413 
Extensions  of  Service,  q.,  8938 
Furloughs,  supply,  10413 

McPonnell,  Mr.,  late,  q..  3622 ; iw^^/y,  1415 
Overwork   and    overtime,    Syilncv,  Budget, 

32;t-82;    <7rf;.,    3362;    supply,  3433-5. 

4*'49-SOi  3  '  3422,  3!*53-4,  4&49.  74»7>  8936, 

8937;  supply,  10408,  1041 1 
Permanent  Hands,  8937 
Relieviag  Staff,  supply,  10413 
Reports,  8936 
Statutory  Day's  Work,  y.,  8937 
SupcranauatioD  Fund,  supply,  10414 
Sydney  Mail  Branch,  supply,  10413 
Temporary  Hands,  f.,  8936,  8937;  suffly, 

10409 

Widow's  Grant,  Mrs.  J.  CUrke,  f.,  8938 

Post  Offices  : 

Curlewis,  supply,  343a 

Moree,  g.,  8936 
Postage  stamps,  printing,  q.,  6098 
Public  Service  Act,  j.,  3S54 
Public  Service  Bill,  dt.,  12063 
Supply  : 

Postmaster-General  (Central  Staff),  10155 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  343a; 

(Post  and  Telegraph,  New  South  Walei), 

35" 

Supply  Bill  [No.  2),  m.,  lyqo 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  8861 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  as.,  "Ssj 
Tariff  : 

Petition,  4517 

Wire  Netting,  g.,  3422;  precedence  to  item, 
4354.  4355 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 
China.  &c.,  6899 
Fishing  Lines,  7452 
Hats,  Ac,  5967,  5969 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5366  {f-C,  5441) 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6Qqi 
Liquid  Removers,  &c.,  68qc 
Machinery     and     Machines    and  Machine 

Tools,  6740 
Military  Band  Instruments,  7358,  7i(;g 
Oils,  com.  req.t  11115 
Paints  and  Tolours.  6888.  68Kq,  6890,  6891 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  req.,  10726 
Socks,  &C.,  cons,  req.,  10651 
Stone  and  Marble,  6067;  cons,  req.,  itooo 
Timber,  &c.,  7073,  70QO,  7102,  7108 
[See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 

Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Condenser  System,  supply,  10410 
Country  Exchanges,  q.,  9300 
Dclavs,    Telegraphic,    su  pfty,    10410 ;  q., 
.  11625 

Extensions  of  Service,  q.,  8938 
Fire  in  Melbourne,  defective  connexion,  q.^ 
6834 

Select  Committee,  q.,  7458,  7459 
Telegraphists'  Hours,  tufply,  10412 
Toll  system,  tupfty,  35ii-i3.  "M" 


Wilka,  Hon.  W.  H.,  DalUy  : 
Address-in-Kcply,  m.,  456 

Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  2661-2;  siffty, 

9518;  J.,  11156  .  .  , 
American    Fleet,    visit    of,    q.,    9089.  <H74» 

11180 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  9021 ; 
com.  (answers  to  questions),  9221,  9136, 
9^34!  3"  «  9586 

Banking  Bill,  Budget,  2661 

Bounties  Bill,  211.,  923;  com.  (appropriation), 
1000,  1007,  1018,  1021 ;  First  Schedule  (col- 
ton),  1073;  (mohair),  1099;  (sunflower  seed), 
1167 ;  (rice),  1190;  (tobacco  leaf),  laaa; 
(fiah),  1296;  (fruits— dried),  f.o.,  1315 

Budget,  m.,  2607,  2656 

Business  of  the  Session,  supply,  883a 

Capital  Site,  supply,  3895 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  int.,  12079 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill,  com.  (Taxatitn 

by  States),  3896 
Conlinjgencies,  supply,  5793 
Com  Sacks,  sixe  of,  supply,  9989 
Customs  Administration,  g.,  11257 
Customs  Tariff  Bill,  311.,  7466;  cons.  req.  Irice 
root),  10502;  (confectionery),  10514-6;  (hay 
and  chaff),  10538 ;  (gloves),  10578,  11460  ;(.iats, 
&c.),  10580,  10593,  10597,  10612;  (parasols), 
10621;  (waddings,  &c.),  10639;  (agricultural 
implements,  &c.),  10661,  10665;  (manufac- 
tures of  metals),  10693;  (rock  drills),  10711, 
10727;  (electrical  machines),  10742,  1 1450-1; 
(electrical  and  gaa  appliances),  10746;  (wire 
netting}.  1076a;  (locks),  1078a,  10790; 
(oils),  10819,  10894,  10973-5,  iiioo.  11112; 
(glassware),  10904,  10905 ;  (insecticides), 
1 1004 ;  (slipper  forms),  rio68 ;  (timber), 
11124;  (news  paper),  11089;  (cardboard), 
1109a;  (works  of  art),  11 184;  (curtains  and 
blinds},  11438;  (piece  goods),  11462,  11530; 
(log  band  saws),  p.o.,  11543;  (rebate  00 
machinery),  11199;  "•■<  10816,  11426,  11438- 
(See  Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 

Adult  Military  Training,  tn.,  22;^ 

Bayly,  Colonel,  supply,  094 

Direct  Taxation  for,  address,  466 

Expenditure,  supply,  9998,  11 297 

Naval  Agreement,  address,  46a;  q-.  1377^- 

Budget,  a66o-i 
Naval  Construction,  q.,  4108 
Naval  Depfit,  q..  8815,  8938;  adj.,  9039 
Policy,  supply,  33^3 
Price,  Colonel,  supply.  5794 
Small  Arms  Factory,  Budget.  2661 

Departmental    Administration,  Centraliiation, 

i**fthy  8831 

Dissent  from  Ruling,  Admissibility  of  Amend- 
ment (Tariff  Resolutions),  m.,  7093 

Dockers,  adj.,  6504 

Electoral  : 

Electoral  Act,  supply,  2893,  9368 
Postal  Officials  as  Returning  Officers, 

703 

Rolls,  supply,  9970 
Election   E:\penses   Reimbursement    Bill,  at-j 

12196;  COM.  (appropriation),  12197 
Electoral  (Disputed  Returns)  Bill,  2R.,  25-7 
Estimates,  additional,  11295,  "362,  11367 
Excise   Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinerr)  Act, 

supply,  5695;  oi;.,  6364,  iai66.    [Set  New 

Protection.)  (^r^^rvT*^ 
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Wilk^  Hon.  W.  H.— continued. 

Excise  Tariff  (SpiriU)  Act,  suf-ply.  5695 
»deral   Capital,   address,   463-4 ;   q.,   7459 ; 

luffly,  8831,  9887;  8927 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealtli  and 

Sutes,  addresif^  46a;  Budget,  3660;  tuffty, 

335a.  33S4-7.  "296 

Financial  Statistics  supplied  bj  Treasury  offi- 
cials, tupfiy.  3351,  3356 

Freeman  and  Wallace,  suffty,  n.,  11356 

Government  Business,  precedence,  m.,  3799 

Governor-General,  tufpiy,  9883 

Grievance  Day,  ais,,  10406  , 

Hi|!h  (.'ommissioner,  address,  457,  463;  Ah^* 
f  ri,  3661 ;  supfiy,  9520.  London 
Offices.) 

House,  Rights  of,  n.,  11436,  11438 
Immigration,    Budget^   a66i-a ;   supply,  8966, 
9518,  11362 

Imperial  Conference,  addrestt  456,  457,  459; 

supply,  11363 
Imports  and  Exports,  Budget,  2659 

iudiciary  Bill,  311.,  3858 
ialgoorlie  to   Port  Augusta  Rnilway  Surrey 
Bill,  mes..  628 
Labour  Party,  address.  46o-a,  463,  466-7 :  Bud- 
get, j6o8-q-io-ri-ia,  26116-7-8-9 
Land  Tiw,  Budget,  2662 
hogae.  Cardinal,  speech  by,  g.,  11154 
London  Offices,  Commonwealth.  Budget,  3b6i  ; 
supply,  3634,  3670,  9488.    [Set  High  Com- 
missioner.) 

Manufactures  Kncouragcment  Bill,  as.,  6274; 

torn,  (authority  to  |iay  bounties),  12170 
Mails: 

("old  Storage,  598 

European  Contract,  cancelled,  address,  4^8-g; 
supply,  1785-6,  2894-6;  Budget^  266a;  f., 

2890,  2964 

Service  to  Knrope,  adj-t  192;  g.,  193,  Sfao; 
m.,  64S0,  6503 

New  European  Contract,  m.,  to  print,  6125 
Melbourne  Offices,  Commonwealth,  g.,  ;8oi 
Minister  of  Trade  and  Customs,  actions  in 

England,  address,  4|i7-'x> 
Ministerial     Responsibility,     Delegation  of, 

address,  458 
Municipal  Rates,  payment  by  Commonwealth, 

9;  "795 

Nationalization  of  Monopolies,  address,  46a 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  464-5 

New  Protection,  y.,  5208,  6095;  supply,  5793, 

fiaSt.    {Sm  Excise  Tariff,  ftc.) 
New  Protection  (Tariff) : 

Tobacco,  4391,  4293,  4294 

Wire  Netting,  4457 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  m.,  7500 
Old-aqe  I'f-nsions,  supply,  qii6,  9349,  9350 
Opposition,    Position    of    the,    address,  456; 

Leader  of,  4,7 
Papua,  q.,  9476 
Parliament  : 

Alle-jed  Corruption,  adj.,  9794;  q..  0844 

Kxhibits  of  Mineral  Specimens,  adj.,  141a 

Tlxpenditure,  Commonwealth,  supply,  9964-6 

Maintenance  of,  supply.  11368 

Reflections  on,  obs.,  10975,  iiooo,  una 
Parties,    Position  of,   address,  460;  Budget^ 

3663 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Sill,  m.,  1916; 
torn,  famonnt  of  allowance),  I905t  ^003 ; 
(excess  may  be  paid  to  Consolidated 
Revenue),  2010,  201a 


VVilks,  Hon.  W.  H.-~continutd. 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Dmgt,  tuffljf, 

1785;  Budget,  2663;  ad;..  3096;  f.,  909a 
Patents  Office,  q.,  wi 

Paying  Officer  of  the  Commonwealth,  Londoa, 

supply,  11362 
Petition,  Tariff,  m.,  3410 
Post  and  Telegraph  DepaxtmeiEl : 

Administration  by   Q>mmi>sioaers,  smf^y, 
8831,  10157 

Cabinet  Committee,  suffly,  loit,^'^,  ii>97 

Ministerial  Statement,  '11033 

Royal  Commission,  supply,  10406 

Vote  for,  supply,  11295 
Postal  Service : 

Centralization,  Budget,  3663 

P-ickage  l*osuge,  supply,  5695 

Penny  Postage,  Budget,  2662 

Stamps,    Printing    01,    supply,  3596,  997a, 

9973 

Sweating  of  Officers,  Budget,  »66i 
Post  Offices  T 

Melbourne,  supfiy,  3530 

Sydney,  supfiy,  3530 
Preferential  Trade,  address,  459-60;  q.,  ataa; 

Tariff,  4789,  4880 
Prime    Minister,    Actions  of    in  England, 

address,    456-7 ;    as   regards   other  Depart- 
ments, address,  458 
Printing    Office,    Government,    supply,  3589, 

3596 

Privilege,   Procedure,   Select  Committee,  q., 
9794,  9S44,  10076;  m.,  loiaS;  ad  ref.,  1205s 

Privilege,  Signatures  to  Petitions,  m.,  341a 

Public   Service  : 
Allow'.incc,  special,  supfiy,  11367 
Board  of  Inquiry  ;   Officer's  Costs,  supply, 
10158 

General  Administration,  supply,  '1297 
Public  Service  Bill,    sr.,  12059 
Public  Works  Expenditure,  m.,  7506 
Quarantine  Bill,  2?.,  551 ;  epm,,   (scope  of 

quarantine),  152a;  eons,  amdts.,  8941 
Secret  Drugs,  Mr.  Beale's  Report,  q.,  9093 
Sessions,  duration  of.  supply,  c^-jcf^ 
Shipping  Combine,  .illcged,  adj..  1061 
Smuggling,  Queensland,  suffly,  9989 
States  Debts,  address.  462 
Statutes,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  3596 
St.  Patrick's  Day,  q.,  909a ;  suffly,  10158 
Supply  : 

Attorney-General  (Secretary's  Office),  9726 
Defence  :  (Central  Administration),  0098 
External     Affairs     (Administration),     8966 ; 

(London    Office),    ()488 ;  (Miscellaneous), 

95' 8 

Home  Affairs  (Electoral  Office),  9768;  Public 
Works  Staff),  9787;  (Meteorological),  9879; 
(Governor -General),  9883;  ( Miscellaneousjt 

9887,  I 1367 
rostmastcr-General  :    fCentral    Staff),  10156 
The  Parliament  (Gardens),  8965 
Trade    and    Customs:    (Queendaod),  9989; 

(South  Australia),  9991 
Treasury,  9964;  (Government  Printer),  9970, 

^73 

Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  {f.a., 
33i9)i  33So;  (Trade  and  Customs),  3444* 
(Post  and  Telegraphs),  3460,  3525,  3530; 
{Telegraphs  and  Telephones),  3545 ; 
(Treasury),  3589,  3596;  (External  AffairsJ, 
3634.  3670 

Supply  Bill  (No.  a),  m.,  1785^  ad.  r«A.,  1871 
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Wilks,  Hon.  W.  H.— continued. 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  int.,  5792 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  m.,  6280 
Supply  Bill  (No.  5),  m.,  88jo 
Supply  Bill  {No.  1),  1908-9,  2R.,  iai86j  jB., 
12196 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2S.,  11845 

T»riff  : 
Address,  458,  465-6 

British  Manufactured  GoodSi  q.,  212a 
Budget,  3607-9,  2663-76 
Coi»id«Etioo  by  Senate,  g.^  6023 
Goods  in  Transit,  q.,  1746 
Hat  Leathers,        474S;  adj.^  4794;  tuffly, 
4846 

Incorrect  copies,  a.,  1864 

Industries,     Pieiereatial     Treatment  of, 

suffly,  4846 
New  Protection,  mffly,  4088,  4090-5 
Notice  of  New  Duties,  q.,  aiaa 
Order  of  coosideration,  suffly^  4126-7;  m., 

4331.  4357»  4359.  4360.  4635-6 
Petition,  M.,  3410 

Pianos  :  DUclosure  of  Information,  q.,  7415* 
746a 

Preferential  Duties,  1864 
Progress  Report  to  Senate,  m.,  10816 
States  Governments*  Importations,  q,,  2233 
^^t^y.  1785-7.  »799-i8oo,  187a,  3351.  335a, 
3354'  33^0 

Wire  netting,  tuffiy,  4126-7 ;  precedence  to 
item,  4i»6-7,  4331,  4357,  4359,  4360 

Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) : 

Agricultural,  &c.,   Machinery^  6055,  6555, 

6578,  6584;  cons,  req.,  ro66i,  10665 
Ale,    Porter,  &c.   {p-o.,   3296).   3297,  4088, 
4126 

Amylic,  Alcohol  and  Fusel  Oil,  4138 
Bayonets,  Ac,  593Q 
Bicycles,  6tc.,  7270,  7281 
Blacking,  &c.,  6856 
Blue,  4780,  4784,  4789 
Boats,  &c.,  7360 
Bottles,  empty,  6946 
Buggy  Shafts,  7128,  7130 
Candles,  4880,  4953 
Cardboard,  cons,  req.,  11093 
Carriages,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  7291,  7292 
Catalogues,  &c.  [exft.,  7183},  71S6 
Churns,  &c.,  6568 

Confectionery,  &c.,  5160,  5171,  5243; 

req.,  10514,  10516 
Curtains  and  Blinds,  cons,  req.,  11438 
Droppers,  6832 

Electrical  and  Gas  Appliances,  eons,  req., 

10746 

Electrical    Uacbtnes,    eons,    req.,  10743, 

11450-1 
Engines,  &c.,  6707 
Feathers,  5634 
Fish,  5269,  5273,  5278 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5281 
Glassware,  6925,   7453;   eons,   req.,  10904, 

10905 

Gloves,  5940;  cons^  req.,  10578,  II4W> 

Governor's  Stores,  7149 

Grain  and  Pulse,  5IS1 

Hay  and  Chaff,  cons,  req.,  10538 

Hats,  &c.,  5945;  cons,  req.,  10580,  10533, 

10597,  10612 
Honey,  &c.,  5444 


Wilks,  Hon.  W.  H.—eoniinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — continued. 
Horse  Shoe  Nails,  &c.,  6608 
Infants'  foods,  5521.  5524 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6986;  cons,  req.,  IIO04 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6534 
Locks,  cons,  req.,  10782,  10790 
Log  Band  Saws,  f.o.,  11543 
Machinery  and  parts,  6104 
Machinery    and    Machines,    and  Machine 

Tools,  6734 
Machinery,    rebate    for   home  consumption, 

cons,  req.,  11199 
Manufactures  of  Metal,  cons,  req.,  10693 
Manures,  7361 
Matches,  5449 
Meats,  ftc.,  5456 

Motive  Power  Machinery,  6637,  6656 
Nails,  6608 

Oils,  6864,  6870;  cons,  req.,  108191  10804, 

10972,  iitoo,  titia 
Paints  and  Colours,  6878,  6SS6,  6889 
Paper,  eons,  req.,  11089 
Parasols,  eons,  req.,  10621 
Perambulators,  ftc,  7283 
Phott^raphs,  7367 
Pianos,  7303,  7336,  7345.  7353,  7357 
Piece  goods,  cons,  req.,  11462,  11530 
Potatoes,  5343 
Rabbit  Traps,  6115 
Rails,  &c.,  6825 
Regalia,  5641 
Rice,  5526 

Rice  Root,  cons,  req.,  10502 
Rock  Drills,  cons,  req.,  10711,  10727 
Sausage  casings,  5460 
Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  tio68 
Steam  Road  RoUen,  6693 
Stripper  Harvesters,  6571 
Stooe  and  Marble,  6961 
Sugar,  4756,  4764 
Textiles,  &c.,  n.e.i.,  5633 
Timber,  &c.,  7039,  7086,  {f-o.,  7093),  7096, 
7100,  7101,  7102,  7104;  cons,  rt-q.,  I1124 

Tin  Plates,  6117 

Tobacco,  4290 

Vehicles,  7284-5,  7289 

Waddings,  &c.,  cons,  req.,  10639 

Wire  Netting,  4457,  4573;  eons,  req.,  10761 

Wire  Cloth.  &c.,  6833 

Works  of  Art,  eons,  req.,  11184 
{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Sugar,  4767*  4768 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Service  : 

Compensation  for  non-delivery  of  telegrams, 
suffly,  10157. 

Exchange,  Expenditure,  suffly,  3525 

Inter<State  Telegraph  Connexion,  q.,  5209 

Operators,  Telephone,  suffly,  3^46 

Special     Telegraph     Rates,  Newspapers, 

'«#^r.  3545-6 
Telephone  Rates,  tuffty,  3460-1,  3545 
Trunk    Line,     Sydney     and  Melbonrae, 
^^ffiy^  3545-6 
Tobacco  :  Customs  Duties,  q.,  i863 

Trawler,  suffly,  3444-5.  5791 

Treasurer's  Advance,  supply.  1785 

Warning  Light,  Sydney  Post  Office,  q.,  2890; 

suffly,  2894,  2895,  9880 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  ^»^^/^,  1871-1 
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VilUa,  Hon.  H.,  Robertson: 

Adveitising  Australia,  11050 
Anti-Trust  Legiilatioo,  q.,  4278 
Anstraliao  Industries  Presenration  Bill,  aB., 
9039 

Bounties  Bill,  (om..  First  Schedule  (mohair), 
1093,    1097,  (olives),  lira; 

(coffee),  1216;  f.o.,  raig;  (tobacco  leaf), 
1323,  1326;  (fish),  1308}  f.o.,  1312;  recom: 
(specification  of  bounties — fish),  r3Si ;  3B.« 
1410 

Budget,  m.,  3815 

Bureau  of  Agriculture,  11328 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  in/.,  13089 

Contingencies,  details,  suffly,  f,-jqa 

Customs  : 

Launch,  Sydney,  suffly,  3443 
Laboratory,  Victoria,  suffly,  3444 
Officers,  S)[dney^  4379-80 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  reg.,  (Hats,  &c.)( 
10611;  (Parasols),  10630;  (Socks,  &c.), 
10648;  (Arms,  ftc),  10659;  (Agricultural 
Implements,  &e.),  10668;  (Motive  Power  Ma- 
cbioerjr),  10681-3;  (Kitchen  Utensils), 
ro7o8,  tii67;  (Rock  Drills),  10713;  (Wire 
Netting),  10765 ;  (Standards,  &c.),  10803 ; 
(Oils),  10883,  10883,  10986;  (Roofing  Tiles), 
10901;  (Insecticides),  1 1007-8;  (Furniture), 
11014;  (Leather),  11070;  (Paper),  11074; 
(Works  of  Art),  11186;  (Machinery,  rebate 
for  home  consumption),  11205.  (-^'^  Tariff 
Resolutions  (Customs)^) 
Defence  : 

Australian  Navy,  f.,  4411 
Bayly,  Col.,  suffly^  5791 
Cadets,  Budget,  3819-20;  q.,  6674,  11920 
Defence  Ammunition,  q.,  3235;  suffly,  361a 
Expenditure,  suffly,  loiia 
Inferior    Guns,  importation   of,  q.,  11016, 
"054 

Launceston  Magazine,  suffty,  34^0 
Naval  Agreement,  q.,  1378;  Budget,  3819 
Northern  Rifle  Association,  q.,  10080 
Policy,  suffly,  3609 

Preference  to  Australians,  suffly,  10113 

Price,  Col.,  suffly,  ^791 

Protecter,  suffly,  3450 

Riflemen,  free  travelling,  suffty,  34^3 

Rifle  Ranges,  suffly,  3448-9;  q.,  10701 

Scheme,  Government,  suffty,  10113 

Special  material,  suffly,  3604 
Electoral  Rolls,  q.,  11337 
Estimates,  Additional,  11277 
Excise   Tariff   (Agricultural    Machinery)  Act, 

a*?/.,  13167.    {See  New  Protection.) 
Federal  Capital,  q.,  3588,8927,11096;  suffly, 

S835.    {See  Seat  of  Govemmeot  Bill.) 
Financial     Relations,     Commonwealth  and 

States,  Budget,  2816,  3830-5;  '"Pf^yt  333A-St 

11277;        5209,  88i6,  10700,  11016 
Franco-British  Exhibition,  q.,  9009,  10751 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  suffly,  10335 
Government  Business,  Precedence,  m.,  2796 
Government,  position  of,  suffly,  10476 
Governor-General,  suffly,  9884 
High  Commissioner,  Budget,  3830.    {See  Lon- 
don Offices.) 
Immigration,  suffly,  8969 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  suffly,  9988 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  M.,  11963. 

{See  Old-age  Pensions.) 
Japan,  Posnble  War  with,  q.,  4411 

F.eflfla— » 


Willis,  Hon.  H.—tcniinutd. 

Kalgooilie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway,  suffty, 

,  3334 i  ff-.  5328 

Labour  Party,  Budget,  aSai 

Lighthouses,  suffly,  9S89 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,       5209,  6676, 

7299,  9952,  11097,  ^3155.  {See  High  Com- 
missioner.) 

Mail  Contract,  cancelled,  Budget,  3818 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aR.,  6261 
Map  of  Australasia,  suffly,  9889 
New   Protection  (Tariff),    4"7-9i    f->  P39- 

7300,  7463.  {See  Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural 
Macbinerv)  Act.) 

Northern  Territory,  suffly,  3333-4!  6728 
Old-age    Pensions,    Budget,   2820.    {See  In- 
valid and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill.) 
Order  of  Business  :  Days  and  hours  of  «t- 

ting,  adj.,  6187 
Papua,  q.,  10077,  10131,  11054,  11523 
Parliament,  Kenections  on,  ohs.,  10986 
Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  com.  (pi^lication), 
11672 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Cabinet  Committee,  q.,   10078,  11096 
Commissioners,  Control  by,  suffly^  10147, 

10476,  11524 
Correspondence,  Delays,  adj.,  3360 
Heads,    Appointment    of,    suffly,  10147, 

10335-6 

Royal  Commission,  q.,  8817 

Vote  for,  suffly,  11278 
Post  Offices  : 

Bondi,  suffly,  3514 

Brisbane,  suffly,  3532 

Cloncurry,  suffly,  3533 

Coolgardie,  suf^y,  3535 

Gatton,  suffly,  353a 

Katoomba^  suf^y,  3514 

Northam,  sufpy,  3535 

Roma,  suffly,  3334 

Sydney,  suffly,  3513-4 
Postal  Service  : 

Charwoman,  q.,  3235 

Correspondence,  Delay,  q.,  7300 

Overtime,  ff.,  26^1 ;  Budget,  3817 

Overwork  by  Officials,  Sydney^  tfP^yt  35^5 

Postmasters,  Regrading  of,  q.,  11^ 

Promotion,  Budget,  3817-1S 

Stamps,  printing  of,  suffly,  3590-t ;  ani< 
form,  g.,  6677 
Preferential  Trade,  q.,  1413 
Printing  Committee,  m.,  3229 
Printing  Office,  Government,  suffly,  3590 
Private  Members'  Business,  dtf/.,  2W5 ;  q., 

8936 

Privilege,    Procedure,   Select   Committee,  q., 

10075 

Privilege,  signatures  to  petitions,  m.,  341^ 
Public  Service :    Gratuities  for  Suggestions, 

suffly,  9889 
Quarantine  Bill,  eom,  (scope  of  quarantine), 
'454  •  (general  definitions),  1538;  (appoint- 
ment of  officers),  1547*  (proclamation  of 
ports),  1551;  f.o.,  1562,  1564;  eons,  amdts.t 
§945 

Quarantine :     Transferred     Properties,  g., 
11918 

Questions,  method  of  asking,  f.o.,  10076 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj.,  1338 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  q.,  3588;  suffty, 

10476.    {See  Federal  Capital.) 
Sessions,  duration  <>&  «^^<g^OgIe 


exxjc 
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Witlis,  Hon.  a.—efftUimtud. 
Sitting  Days  and  Hours,  ad;.,  6187 
State  Debts,  f.,  10700 
Supply  Bill  (No.  3),  m.,  (790 
Supply  Bill  {No.  5),  §835 
Supply  : 

Defence   (Central   Administration),   101 12 
External   Affairs   (Administrationj,  8969 
Home     Affairs    (Govemor-Geoeral),  9884; 

(MiieelIaneou9)«  9880 
Postmaster-General   (Central   Staff),  10146, 

1023s 

Trade  and  Customs  (Queensland),  9988 
Works  and  Buildings  (Home  Affairs),  3313; 
3423;  (Trade  and  Customs),  3440,  3443; 
(Defence),  3448,  3449,  3450,  3453;  (Post 
and  Telegraph),  3513,  3532,  3535;  (Tele- 
graphs and  Telephones),  3549;  (Treasury), 
3590;  (Special  Defence),  3609 
Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  21.,  11730 
Tariff : 

Budget,  2815,  2830,  2825-30 
Consideratioo  in  Divisions,  g.,  5131 
Electrical  Equipment,  g.^  3231,  2232 
Fodder  Duties,  (/.,  %ajg 
Melbourne    Railways,    duties    on  electric 

equipment,  g,,  djay 
Motions  to  recommit  items,  7453 
Order   of    Consideratioo,  m.,  4120,  4128, 

4243.  46aSi  4628 
Piano,  exhibit,  g.,  71x5 
Wire  Netting,  g.,  2792,  3586,  3587,  4199 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Agricultural    Implements,    &c.,    cons,  reg-t 
10668 

Ales,  Porter,  and  other  Beefs,  (/■#.,  4007); 

4009,  4117,  4120,  4ia8 
Apparel,  5626,  5630 
Arms,  &c.,  cont.  reg.,  10659 
Bicycles,  Sc.,  7277 
Boats,  &c.,  7360 
Cigarettes,  4304 

Commonwealth  and  States  GoTeramentt*  Im* 

port*.  7433 
Confectionery,  &c.,  ^213,  5244 
Corks,  7380 
Curled  Hair,  Ac,  7359 
Engines,  &c.,  6709,  6720 
F«ithers,  5635 
Fish,  5276,  5278 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  5281 
Furniture,    &c.,    7004,    7005 ;    e^tu.  reg., 

11014 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6926 
Glucose,  4639 
Glue,  &c.,  695s 

Governors,  impoitationa  for,  7419 
Grain  and  Pulse,  5347,  5349 
Hats,  &c.,  com.  reg,,  10611 
Hay  and  Chafl,  i;i6o 

Insecticides,  frc,  6980;  cons,  reg-,  11007-8 
Kitchen   Utensils,  com.   reg.,  10708 
Leather,  £fint.  reg.,  11070,  11074 
Madtinery,  rebate  for  Home  consumption, 

ecmt,  reg;  11305 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Mnrhine  Tools, 

6721,  672a,  6733,  6742 
Manures,  7362 
Mining  Engines,  ftc,  6783 
Motive  Power  Machines,  com.  reg.,  10681-3 
Oils,  eomt.  reg.,  10S82,  10883,  if^Q^ 
Paper,  eons,  reg.,  11074 
Parasols,  eons.  reg..  io6ao 


Willis,  Hon.  H.~C0HtiHued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs) — coniimted. 
Perfumed  Spirits,  4139 
Pianos,  7328,  7357 
Potato  Flour,  5345 
Rails,  &c.,  6819 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  reg.,  10712 
Roofing  Tiles,  eoiu.  reg.,  10901 
Salt,  5C38 
Saws,  &c.,  6751 
Screws,  6769,  6771 
Smelling  Bottles,  &c.,  6926 
Socks,  &c.,  cons,  reg.,  10648 
Spirits  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  4136,  4137 
Standards,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  10803 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  6683 
Stearine,  &c.,  5156 
Tanks,  6625 

Timber,  &c. ,  7057,  7068,  7090,  7095,  7098 
Tool  Handles,  7120 
Tvpe,  6755,  6767,  6768 
Weighing  Machmes,  6626,  6631 
Wine,  4201 

Wire  Netting,  4439;  cans,  reg.,  10765 

Works  of  Art,  cons,  reg.,  11186 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 

Cigarettes,  4325 

Glucose,  4640 

Tobacco,  4306 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  : 

Bureau,  Sydney,  g.,  11917 

Decrease  of  Revenue,  g.,  6675 

Melbourne  and  Sydney,  j.,  6726 

New  Switchboard,  Sydney,  g.,  ^309 

Rates,  SMffly,  3514-5.  3549 

Wire,  g.,  10701 
Trawler,  suffly,  3440-1 ;  y.,  5691 
Wireless  Telegraphy  11918 

Wllnon,  Mr.  J.  Corangamiu: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 
(answer  questions),  9233 

Bounties  Bill,  torn,  (appropnation),  1005; 
First  Schedule  (New  Zealand  flax),  1090; 
(flax  and  hemp),  1091 ;  (mohair),  1092; 
(copra),  1105;  (cotton  seed),  1106;  (palm 
fruit),  1129,  1181,  1184;  (peanuts),  iiS*; 
(sunflower  seed),  1186;  (fish),  1290,  1294 
1301 ;  (fruits — dates),  1309 

Business,   Order  of,  10127 

Collins,  Captain,  salary  of,  tuffly,  1811 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  eons.  reg.  .(oils),  108S1, 
«>555;  (glass),  10906,  10907,  10908;  (insec- 
ticides), 11002,  11009,  11010  {f.o..  11563), 
11563;  (advertisements),  11086;  (surgical  ap- 
pliances, &c.).  11192;  (directories),  11458; 
(timber),  11571-  {See  Tariff  Resolutioas 
(Customs).) 

Defence  : 
Supply  of  Rifles,  g.,  1753 

Dominion  of  New  Zealand,  Congratnlatkms 

Fedcraf^Japital,  tuffly.  1880 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 

g..  1 1785 
Freeman  and  Wallace,  m.,  10127 
Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Smrvev 

Bill,  3S.»  725 
London  CMBces,  Commonwealth,  suffly,  \nt, 

1880 

Mail  Contract,  CanceUcil,^«^ 
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WilMO,  Mr.  J.  G.~coiUimt€d. 
Old-Bge  PeniioQs,       9398,  11790 
Papua ;  Mr.  Ardlie,  q.,  12199 
Parliamentary   Allowaaces  Bill,  adj..  1813; 
1866;        1996;  e9m.  (amount  of  allow- 
ance), 1992 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill,  com.  (escape 
from  custody),  11781;  (preventing  wit- 
nesses), 1 1783 

Patent  Medicines  and  Secret  Drugt,  S79, 
1087 ;  M.,  893 

Post  and  Telegraph  Department  : 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.s.o.,  11631 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantine), 
1465  i  (general  definitions),  1535,  1543,  1545 ; 
(appointment  of  officers),  1546 ;  (proclama- 
tion of  ports),  1553 ;  (vessels  to  enter  first 
port  of  entrjr),  1623 ;  (master  to  notify  out- 
break of  disease),  1024;  (examination  of 
imported  animals),  1753,  1756,  1762;  eont. 
amdti.,  8942 

Repatriated  Australians,  adj.t  1326 

Supply  Bill  (No.  2},  m.,  1799,  1805;  com.. 
External  Affairs:  (London  Officet),  iSit; 
ad  rtf.,  1879 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  21.,  11775 

Tariff  : 

Pianos,   Disclosure   of    information,  adj., 
7539 

SubmiuioD  of,  adj.,  1469 
S^fi^y,  1799.  >879-8o 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)  : 

Advertisements,  71^;  cons,  req.,  ito86 

Aertcultural  Machinery,  ttc,  6oi|3 

Ale,  Porter,  and  other  Beer,  4087,  4itg 

Apparel,  5601,  5628 

Blankets,  &c.,  5728 

Cameras,  4c.,  7393,  7394,  7395 

Canvas  and  Duck,  5930 

Carbon,  Bisulphide,  7392-3 

Cartridges,  7381 

Directories,  eons,  req.,  11458 

Diving  Dresses,  5634 

Feathers,  5634.  5*37 
r  ircworks,  7382 
Fish,  5273 
Fringes,  5031 

Glass,  cons,  req.,  10906,  10907,  10908 
Hats,  &c.,  5957.  5967,  5971,  5974  .  597.S  " 
Insecticides,  &c.,  6990 ;  eons,  req,,   1 1002, 

H009,  iioio  (f.o.,  11563),  11563 
Lamps,  &c.,  6043,  6045 
Magazines,  7192 
Meats,  &c.,  5457 
Nails,  6620 
Naphthaline,  6977 
News  Printing  Ink,  7264,  726^ 
Newspaper,  7205 
Oils,  eoni.  req.,  10881,  11555 
Outside  Packages,  7354,  74 11 
Paper  and  Stationery,  7218 
Pianos,  7333.  7345,  7354 
Pictures,  739S 
Piece  Goods,  {f.o.,  5850) 
Printing,  &c.,  Inks,  7254,  7^ 
Regalia,  5641 
Salt,  ftc,  5534,  5536 
Scientific  Instruments,  7408,  7410,  7411 
Slate  Slabs,  &c,.  6957 
Steam  Road  Rollers,  ftc,  6679 
Stone  and  Marble,  6961,  6964. 

X  2 


Wilson.  Mr.  J.  C.—tPiOinued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Customs)— 4r0«/iiM(«^. 
Surgical,  ftc.  Instruments  and  Appliances, 
7406,  7407;  eons,  req.,  11192 

Timber,  Ac,  7090,  7095,  710a,  7106;  cons. 

'^ff-.  "57* 
Tool  Handles,  71191  7122 
Undertakers*  Requibites,  7399 
Weighing  Machines,  6631 
Wood  Articles,  7110 
Wood,  Wicker,  and  Cane,  7001 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Treacle  seized  as  Opium,  q.,  6675 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  tuffly,  1880 

Wise,  Hr.  O.  H..  Oippsland: 

Address- ta-Reply,  m.,  24 
Adjournment,  Special,  m..  f.o..  Sqfij 
Advertising  Australia,  Budget,  3117 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  c0M. 

(burden  of  proof),  9003 
Baxter  Income  Tax  case,  adj.,  3556 
Bounties  Bill,  2S.,  825;  JR.,  1403 
Budget,  m.,  3117 

Butler  Importation,  Philippines,  q.,  5210 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  cons,  req.,  (matches), 
10555;  (rock  boring  madiines),  f.o., 
107331  (wire-netting),  10764;  (piece  goods), 
11551.   [See  Tariff  Retolutions  (Customs).) 

Defence  : 

Policy,  Budget,  312a 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  ai.,  7486;  com.  (em 
ployment  of  counsel),  7489 

Factory  Legislation,  address,  26 

Federal  Capital,  Budget,  3127-8 

Federal  Expenditure,  Budget,  3117 

Federal  Powers,  address.  35-6 

Financial  Relations,  Commonwealth  and  States, 
Budget,  31 17-8,  3120,  3128 

High  Court  as  Final  Court  of  Appeal,  ad- 
dress,  25 

Immigration,  Budget,  3123-4 

Imperial  Conference,  address,  24-5 

Income  Tax  ;  Federal  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances, address,  35 

Japanese  Goods,  Sale  of,  q.,  6132 

Kanakas  :  Repatriation,  address,  25 

London  Offices,  Commonwealth,  suffty,  3669 ; 
q.,  4648 

Mail  Contract  Cancel  led,  address,  26-7 
Navigation  Conference,  address,  24-5 
Parliamentary    Allowances    Bill,    m.,    1914 ; 
com.  (amount  of  allowance),  2000 

Postal  Service  : 

Penny  Postage,  adj.,  2994 

Preferential  Trade,  Budget,  3127 

Public  Service  ; 
Increments,  Budget,  3iao>i 

Quarantine  Rill,  com.  (liability  of  owners  and 
agents  for  provisions,  &c.,  for  quarantined 
persons),  1732 ;  (persons  may  be  vaccinated). 
1737.  1739 

Seat  of  Government  Bill,  aB.,  10355 

Shipping  Combine,  Alleged,  adj.,  3965 

SuT^ply  :  Works  and  Buildings  (External  Af- 
fairs), 3669 

Tariff  :  3117 

Address,  26-8  ^  ■ 
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Wise,  Mr.  G.  K.— continued. 
Tariff  Resolutions  (CusToms)  : 
Agricultural,  &c.,  Machioery,  6563 
Blankets,  &c.,  5729 
Buckets,  &c.,  7139 
Glucose,  4635 

Matches,  com.  'rej.,  10555 

Mining  Enginei,  ftc.,  ^gi 

Piece  goods,  eons,  reg.,  11531 

Rock   Boring   Machines,   cons,   req.,  f.e., 

10733 
Salt,  5540 

Timber,  &c.,  7088,  7094 
Wire  Nettidg,  cans,  req.,  10764 
(See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Excise)  : 
Glucose,  464a 

Wynna,  Hon.  AtfUt  Batactaea: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill,  com. 
(burden  of  proof),  9035,  9x35 
.  Bounties  Bill,  at.,  809-;  com.^  First  Schedule 
(cotton  seed),   1108 ;  (tobacco  leaf),   1323 ; 
(&9h),  1392 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  inl.,  12092 

Customs  Tariff  Bill,  con$.  req.^  (socks,  &c.), 
10646;  (lock  drills),  1071 1 ;  (oils),  10884, 
10992,  11119;  (talking  machines,  &c.], 
11066;  (slipper  fornu})  11068:  (paper). 
11083;  m.,  11439.  {See  Tariff  Resolutioni 
(Customs).) 

House,  Kights  of,  m..  11430 

Immigration,  tuffly,  9700 

Judiciary  Bill,  2K.,  3786 

Mail  Service  to  Europe,  q.,  589-90;  m.,  591 
Patliament,  Reflections  on,  ehs.t  1099a 
Parliamentary  AHowancM  Bill,  m.,  1900 


Wynne,  Hon.  Agts—eontinuei. 
Preferential  Trade  (Tariff),  4789 
Quarantine  Bill,  com.  (scope  of  quarantiiie), 
1524;    (power   to   destroy   animals),  1719: 
eons,  amdfs.,  894S  ' 
Supply  : 

External  Affairs  (Miscellaneous),  9700 
•Worlu  and  Buildings  (External  Affairs),  iM 
Tariff  Resolutions  (Costtuns) : 
Blankets,  &c.,  5729 
Blue,  4789 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7269 
Bottles,  empty,  6945 

Commonwealth  and  State  Goremmeat  I» 

ports,  7427 
Confectionery,  &c.,  ^245 
Grain  and  Palse,  6157 
Hay  and  Chaff,  5418 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  6539 
Machinery  and  Machines  and  Machine  Todi. 

6739 

Meats,  &c.,  5456,  wc? 
Mming  Engines,  ftc,  6785 
News  Printing  Ink,  7266 
Newspaper.  7198 

Uils.  6862;  com.  req.,  10884,  10992,  11119 

Paints  and  Colours.  6887,  6888 

Paper  and   Stationery,   7218,  7221,  -ua: 

eons,  req.,  11083 
Rock  Drills,  eons,  reg.,  10711 
Slipper  Forms,  cons,  req.,  ito68 
Socks,  Ac,  5935 ;  cons,  req.,  10646 
Stearme,  &c.,  5135,  5147 
Talking  machines,  &c.,  eons,  reg.,  11066 
Tanks,  66a6 

Timber,  ftc,  7061,  7095,  (*.«.,  700a) 
Type.  6767  [exftl,  '^) 

{See  Customs  Tariff  Bill.) 
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SUBJECTS. 


&TTORNfiY-0&MBRAL.  (Bills  of  Excbange ;  Baokniptcy  ;  Foreign  Corporatioaa  ;  Marriage 
Divorce  ;  Service  of  Process ;  Becognitioa  of  Laws ;  Jndiotary  and  Courts ;  Crowo  Law  Offices ; 
Parliamentary  Draftsmea). 

BILI.8. 

CONSTITUTION.   (Interpretation,  and  Amendment  of.) 

DBFENCB.   (Naval  and  Military  Defence  ;  Control  of  Railway  Transport  for  Defence.) 
DIVISIONS. 

BXTBRNAIj  affairs.    (Fisheries,  extra-territorial ;  Nataralization  and  Aliens ;  Immigration 

and  Emigration  ;  Influx  of  Criminals  ;  Pacific  Islands  ;  High  Commissioner  ;  Communicatioas 
with  States ;  Executive  Council  Offices  ;  Territories  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  Issue  of  FaMpiMtB  ; 
Consular  Appointments ;  People  of  Special  Races ;  Issue  of  Royal  Commissions.) 

OOVBRNMBNT.    (The  Ministry  and  Ministers.) 

GOTBRHOR-OBNBRAX.. 

HOMB  AFFAIRS.  (Acquisition  of  Property ;  Acquisition,  Construction,  and  Control  of  Pail- 
ways,  with  State  Consent ;  Rivera,  Control  of,  Sunject  to  Irrigation  ;  Census  and  Statistics ; 
Public  Works ;  Federal  Capital  Site  and  Territory ;  Inter-State  Commissioa ;  Electoral  and 
Franchise  Acts  and  Elections  ;  Public  Service ;  Meteorological  Bureau.) 

PAPBR8. 

PARLIAMBNT.  (Omning,  and  Prorogation  of  ;  Address- in-RepIy  ;  Election  of  the  President, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Chairmen  of  Committees ;  Deputy  Chairmen  of  Conunitteea ;  Standing 
Committees;  Business,  Order  and  Conduct  of ;  Library;  Officerti  of  Parliament ;  HoMord,  9ce,) 

PBTITIONS. 

POSTHAATBR-GBNBRAL.   (Posts,  Telegraphs,  and  Telephones;  Ocean  Blail  Services  and 

Cables  ;  Meteorological  Observations. ) 

RULINGS.   (.The  President,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  Chairmen  of  Committees.) 

TRADB  AND  CUSTOMS.  (Trade  and  Commerce,  including  Navigation,  Shipping,  and  Customs ; 
Distillation;  Ezdae;  Copyright;  Trade  Marks;  Bounties;  Patents;  Lighthouaes,  Lightdiips, 
Beacons,  and  Buoys ;  Quarantine ;  Weights  and  Measures.) 

TRBASURY.  (Taxation,  exclusive  of  Customs  and  Excise;  Public  Loans,  and  taking  over  of 
State  Public  Debts;  Currency;  Banking;  Insurance;  Coina^ ;  Government  Printing;  Audit; 
Expenditure  by  (Commissions  ;  Public  Accounts  ;  Custody  of  Public  lAxmeyB ;  FinanceSf  Ooaeral 
Supervision  of ;  Pensions  and  Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions.) 

Explanation  of  Abbutiattons. — Adf.,  adjoumment;  ad.  ref.,  adoption  of  report;  amdt.,  amend- 
ment; eem.,  committee;  eons,  amdts.,  consideration  of  amendments;  cans,  req.,  consideration 
of  ie(]uests;  eont.  met.,  conaideration  of  message;  expL,  explaoation ;  int.,  introductory  stages 
of  Bill;  mes.,  message;  f.e.^  point  of  order;  m.,  motion;  oit.,  observatioos ;  g.^  questim; 
recent.,  recommitted;  iK.,  SB.,  3I.,  first,  second,  or  third  reading j  motion  to  suspend 

Standing  Orders. 

ATTORNBY-OBNBRAIi.  KTniaxax.GMxaaM.—eoiainmed. 

BANKlDPICr. 

APPEAL,  Final  Cook  of.  XefFMsentativts  : 

Senate:  QuMtions  by- 

Mr.   B.   Smith  as  to  refusal  to  per- 
High  Court  as,  address,  16,  25,  51,  61,  75*  mit  a  representative  of  Sydney  Cham- 

^3>  455  her  of  Commerce  to  attend  conferenee 

on  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1087;  as  to  con- 
sultation with  Chambers  of  Commerce 
AUSTRALIAN  Industkies  Pkesesvation  ACT.  and  other  public  bodies  on  provisions 


iSee  Trade  and  Comucrce,  "Monopolies,  aiiow  perusal  of   by  public  bodies. 

TRCSTS,  AMD  COUBINES."]  lagl  —J    f       .  * 


of  draft  Bill,  108S;  as  to  refusal  to 
^by  public 
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Attoknet-Gencral — eoniinued. 
Bankrupt  y — eoniinued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  supply  of  copiei  of 
draft  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1088,  1281 

Ur.  Bowdea  ai  to  reference  of  Bank- 
ruptcy Bill  to  a  Royal  Commiuion 
before  iti  submiisioa  to  ParliameDt, 
loSg 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  whether  a  Bankruptcy 
Bill  will  be  introduced  this  seuioo, 
4086 

Baiusters'  Coubine. 
House  of  Repeseniatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Catti  ai  to  alleged  com- 
bine amongst  Barriiters  to  regulate  ap- 
pearances before  the  High  Court,  6729, 
looSi 

Baxib  Incou  Tax  Case. 
Stncte: 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  coat  of 
Mr.  Garran's  visit  to  London  in  con- 
nexion with,  3901 

Houte  of  Refreseniatives: 

Representation  of  Commonwealth  00  ap- 
plication for  leave  to  appeal  to  Privy 
Council  in  the,  adj.,  3556 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  result  of 
application  for  leave  to  appeal  to  Privy 
Council,  68tt 

Beau,  Mr.  O.  C.  Repokt  bt: 
[See  Exteknal  Affairs.] 

COKUISSIONS,  ROYAL. 
Sen^e: 

Question  by  Senator  Petice  as  to  intro- 
duction of  Bill  for  protection  of  wit- 
nesses before,  8 

COUlfONWEALTB    SALARIES    AND  ALLOWANCXS 

Act. 

Somte  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to  amendment 
of,  to  provide  for  crediting  amount  of 
State  income  tax  paid  against  future 
liability,  11337 

COMCaiATIOK  AND  AKBIIIAnOM  ACT. 
BtMie  0/  Refresenttttivet: 
Amendment  of,  address,  135 
Questions  by   Mr.   King  O'Malley   as  to 
whether  in  any  Bill  to  amend,  the  Go- 
vernment will  include  a  provision  for 
appeals  from  a  Judge  of  a  State  Court, 
a  State  Industrial  Authority,  or  a  Wages 
Board  to,  4927,  5046 

COMCnJATION  AND  AtBITRATtON  COOtT. 
Senate : 

Reimbursement  of  Expenses  of  Proceed* 
ings  by  Harvester  Emplt^^  Union, 
suffly,  8993-5 

Travelling  Expenses,  suffly,  10303 


ATTOBNET-GENEBAL— f0fl/lH*f^. 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court — tontinued- 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  position  _  of 
workers  in  connexion  with  applica- 
tions to,  for  exemption  under  Excise 
Tariff   (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 

5177 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  latest  awards 
of  Arbitration  Courts  and  Wages 
Boards,  8103,  8154 

Senator  E.  J.  Ronell  as  to  action  taken 
in  connexion  with  alleged  wrongful 
dismissal  of  trade  onionUti  from 
Jumbnona  Colliery,  8104 

House  of  Refreientatives : 

Printing  of  Award  of  President  of,  adj., 

CoNsnnmoN  ALntAnON  (Senate  Elections] 
Act. 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  McColl  as  to  alleged 

flaw  in,  9337 


Customs  Pbosbcdtions. 
[See  Trade  and  Customs.] 

Gdakanteb,  Cancelled  Mail  CoHTBicr. 

Senate : 

Nature  of,  suffly,  8933 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  proceedings  for  re- 
covery under,  8673 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  whether  Com- 
monwealth Law  officers  were  satisfied 
as  to  protection  of  Commonwealth  in- 
terests under,  8868;  drafting  of  con- 
tract, 8673 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  action  iosti- 
tuted  under,  tiaao 

House  of  Refresemtaiives : 

Question  by — 

Mr.  Fairbairn  as  to  proceedings  for  re- 
covery under,  88t6 
Mr.   Thomas  as  to   reported   visit  of 
Attorney-General  to  England  in  ron- 
nexion  with,  10786 

[See    POSTMASTEa-GENIEAL,    "  MAIL  COHimACI. 
EtmOFBAN."] 

HlOB  COORT. 

Tipstaffs,  suffly,  10303 
Travelling  Expenses,  suffty,  10303 

Senate : 

Wire    Netting    Case,    Proceedings  ■■, 

suffly.  5860,  5875,  5880-1 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  submit  legisla- 
tion preventing  appeals  direct  to  the 
High  Court  from  a  single  Judge  of 
a  St      "  -  - 


_  ^tate  Supreme  Court,  839 
Senator  Neild  as  to  the  nnmber  of  cria- 
inal  appeals  from  each  of  the  States 
addressed  to;  numbers  granted  aad| 

dismissed,  rs67 
Senator  Chatawav  as  to  date  of.^^ 
menccment  of  fong^vacatioa,  58' 
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Attoknet-Geneul— fi7n/in»«tf. 
High  Court — continued. 
House  of  RefretenitUivet: 
MaiateQance  of  Authority  of,  suffly,  884a 
States    Officers,    CompensatioDi  "^tt^y* 
97*8-34 

Taxation   of    State  Imports— Stating  of 

Case  for,  suf^y.  6391 
Travelling  of  Judges'  Associates,  suf^y, 

9727-8 

Wire  Netting  Case,  Proceedings  in,  suffly, 
6291 

Work  of,  suffly,  9728 
Questions  by — 
Mr.    O'Malley  as  to    maintenance  of 

authority  of,  9388 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  reciprocity  between 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  in 
the  admission  of  barristers,  10075 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  delay  in  de- 
liTcry  of  judgment  of,  in  Harvester 
cases,  1 1430 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  costs  in  cases  in 
which  the  Commonwealth  was  a 
party,  11742 

Prauc  Sesvick  and  State  Incohx  Tax. 

Houte  of  Refresentaiives: 

Questions  by — 
Hr.  Glynn  as  to  decision  of  High  Court 
with  respect  to  rights  of  transferred 
officers,  11260;  as  to  payment  of  State 
income  tax,  1x327 

Mr.  Page  as  to  action  to  protect  rights 
of  pidilic  aemnts  who  paid  'income 
tax,  I 1327 

SBfAn  VlCAMCr. 

[Ste  pAauAKBNi,  Thi,  "  SiNAn  Vacanct  in.'*] 

State  Stbahsrip  Sussidies.  ^' ' 
Senate  :  ^ 
Question  by  Senator  O'Logblin  as  to 
i^inion  of  Crown  Xaw  Officer  on  agree- 
ment with  Archibild  Currie  and  Co.  for 
carriage  of  goods  between  Victoria  and 
Smgapore,  5746 

House  of  Refreientatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  consti- 
tutionality, of,  1181 

r 

Walpoix,  Mr^R.  s. 
Houte  of  Refreseniaiives: 
Questift  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  state- 
■Q^^s   bv,  concerning  a  class  contest, 

"^■"■Z  OUTTRIII. 

Wise  of  Refresetaatives: 
•Question  by  Mr.  Poynton  as  to  printing 
/    of  decision  of  Privy  Council,  773 

foKKHEN'a  Compensation  Bnx. 
Senaie  : 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  when 
to  be  introduced,  5177,  6061 


bhiXiS. 

Additional  Aptoopriation  Biu.  1907-8. 

Heiue  of  Refreseniaiives  : 

Older  of  leave,  Bill  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  11418;  message 
from  Senate,  11675 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, tn.s.o.  and  iR.  moved,  11473; 
debated,  11475,  n6oS;  Bill  read  a  first 
and  second  time  and  considered  in 
eom.^  1 1617  i  ad.  ref.  and  BiU  read  a 
third  time  11621 

Additional     Appropriation     (Works  and 
Buildings)  Bill  1907-8. 

House  of  RefresentiUivet: 

Order  of  leave,  BiU  presented  and  passed 
through  all  its  stages,  11418;  message 
from  Senate,  11 734 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  m.s.o.  moved  and  debated, 
11621 ;  agreed  to  and  Bill  read  a  first 
time,  11622;  2B.,  moved,  1162a;  debated, 
11688;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered in  eom.^  11691;  ad,  ref.  and 
3B.,  11697 

Additional  Appbopriation  Bill  1905-6  and 
1906-7. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Order  of  leave,  11418;  Bill  presented  and 
passed  through  all  its  stages,  11419, 
message  from  Senate,  11734 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 11633;  m.s.o.,  BiU  read  a  first 
lime  and  2R.  moved,  11633;  3B.  debated 
and  agreed  to  and  Bill  passed  through 
its  remaining  stages,  11697 

additional    approprution    (works  anu 
Buildings)  Bill  1905-6  and  1906-7. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Order  of  leave,  11418;  Bill  presented  and 
passed  through  all  its  stages.  11419; 
message  from  Senate,  11734 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.  and  iR.  moved,  11623:  Bill 
read  a  first  time  and  2R.  movea  and 
debated,  1 1624 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  passed  through  remaining  stages, 
11697 

Appiovkiation  Biu- 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Int.,  10251 ;  order  of  leave.  Bill  presented 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages,  10251 ; 
BiU  returned  from  Senate  without  re- 
quest, 10461;  ^m<fSfh&f^Qigi£ 
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BILEJ — ccntinued. 
ApQiopiUtion  'BiW—eenHnaed 
Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RfP'^*;- 
lives,  m.t.o.  and  iK.  moved  aod  debated, 
ioa6oj  aereed  to,  and  aR.  moved,  10261 , 
debated.  10369:  Bill  read  a  «cond  time 
and  considered  in  com..  10285  [Farlia- 
meot,  10285;  External  Affairs,  10290; 
Attorney-General,  10303 ;  H*""*- 
fairs.  10304;  Treasury,  10370;  T«de 
and  Customs,  10373;  De*««*J°37». 
Poitmaster-Geoeral,  103S8] ;  ad.re  f.  and 
3».  moved  and  debated,  10391 ;  Bill  read 
■Tthird  time,  10399;  assent  reported, 
10838 

APraOPRIAIION   (WOUC8  AND  BUILDINGS)  BlU_ 

House  of  Refresentaiivei: 

Int.  «40;  order  of  leave.  Bill  presented 
and  passed-Sferough  all  its  stages.  37491 
message  from  "Senate,  4M3i  «• 
ported,  4361 

Sen^t : 

Bill  recdwd  from  House  «^'!,^r 
tWes  and  iR.,  3706;  2R.  movedS»Kgr,; 
debated,  3804,  3811,  3841,  39oi;^/' 
read  a  second  time,  3930;  considered\^ 
eom.,  3930,  4037;  ad.  ref.,  4083;  3rN 
moved  and  debated,  4144;  Bill  read  a 
third  time,  4155 »  assent  reported,  4362 


ADDIT  Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 

f      Message     recommending  appropriation, 
13076 

Aosikaluln  Ihdustehs  Pusebvation  Box. 
Senate: 

Order  of  leave  and  is.,  4144;  si.  moved, 
4365;  debated,  a^74.  4483.  45<«»  4585. 
4908;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  4914; 
considered  in  com.,  4914,  5012,  5084; 
reported.  5113;  m.  that  ad.  ref.  be  made 
an  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
moved  and  debated,  5113;  agreed  to, 
5114 ;  ad.  ref.  moved  and  debated, 
5178;  agreed  to,  5193;  3«-.  5285;  Bill 
returned  from  House  of  Representatives 
with  amdts.,  9580;  cons,  amdts.  and  ad. 
ref.,  10071 ;  assent  reported,  10828 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  m.,  5366; 
aR.  moved.  8960;  debated,  9011,  9101; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  9129;  consid- 
ered in  com.,  9129,  9194,  939>i  reported, 
9391;  recom.,  939*  J  reported,  9393; 
ad.  ret-,  9481  ;  m.s.o.  moved  Mid 
negatived,  0481-2;  3R-  moved  and  de- 
bated,  958; ;  Bill  read  a  third  time, 
9597  i  message  from  Senate,  10126;  as- 
■ent  reported,  10483 


Bills — continued. 
Bills  of  Exchange  Bill. 


31. 


Senate 

Order    of    leave,    132,    ik.,  250* 
moved,  651 J  debated,  657 ;  BUI  read  a 
second  time,  668;  considered  in 
668,  747,  1584.  1705.  >965.  »<»5S. 
2283 ;   reecns.,    3284 ;   reported,    ajoo ; 
reeom.^  3407;  ad.  ref.,  2419;  3»-.  «5H 

Hoitse  of  Representatives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  is.,  3579 


BoOHius  Bill. 

Hottse  of  Refresentativei: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
H7;  considered  in  com.,  501;  order  of 
leave  and  563;  ^R.   moved,  775; 

debated.  787,  897,  989;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  997;  considered  in  com., 
997,  1056.  1090,  1181,  lago  {f.a.,  1311- 
i6)i  reported,  1311^1  reeom.,  i3Jfl; 
m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.  and  3R.  moved,  139s; 
debated,  1393;  agreed  m,  1411;  Bill  «■ 
turned  from  Senate  with  amdts.,  5175; 
cons,  amdts.,  6401  ;  ad.  ref.,  6405 ;  Bii: 
returned  from  Senate  with  a  mcssacc 
and  cont.  mes.,  6439;  assent  reported, 

6834 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RcpreseDt^- 
tives  and  iR.,  147 1 ;  2K.  moved,  170;; 
Rebated,  3301,  3419,  2514,  2553.  2617, 
"Iu3;  Bill  read  a  second  time,  2765; 
^Videred  in  com.,  2765,  2846,  29^ 
n?6V3*49.  3»57,  337o.  3404,  3559.  3^**- 
iHc' 11=^5.  4382,  4482;  reported.  4483; 

il  ™o^**i  debated,  4580; 

"  '  '1^X>,  4585;  recom.    moved  an: 
Tu^^A  ^\836 ;  agreed  to  and 

4S41,  4890;%^.   B-„   returned  fn« 
;   3R-»   i^reseotatives,  and  ttv 
House  of  and  Message  f«c 

mes.,  6410;  fl<^.\^tatives,  6414;  as« 
House  of  Reprel^^  »  — i  t. 

reported,  7541 

„        ^  .  Vs  BlU.. 

Coast  Defence  APPKOPBUTir 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Message     recommending  \k^''"SfoS 
12043;  »ao7fl^   order  o- 

reported,    m.s.o.,    ad  ref.j^^ 
leave,    Bill    read    a    first    nL^gnf ;  m- 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  a^m  '^- 
ref.  and  3R.,  12095;  niessage  i\ 
ate,  12198 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Repress  » 
tatives.  m.s.o.,  iR.,  and  aR.  ino»«l 
taio6;  debated,  12107;  Bill  read  1 
second  time  and  passed  through  it*  re 
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ComiiBCE  (TuDE  DiscaipnoMS)  bill. 
House  of  Rtfresemtatives  : 
Order  of  leave  and  iL,  6133 

COHHOMWBALTH  SlUSIU  AND  AtLOWAMCIS  BlI  I . 
SoHoie: 

Order  of  leave,  13a;  250;  as.  moved, 
500  J  Bill  read  a  second  time,  878;  con- 
side»d  in  com.,  878.  954,  1043,  1568; 
reported,  1584;  ad.  rep.,  17941  31. 
moved  and  debated,  1816;  Bill  read  a 
^ird  time,  1833;  Bill  returned  from 
House  of  Representatives  with  an 
amdt.,  3901;  cons.  amdi.  and  ad.  re*., 
4084;  uaent  reported,  4363 

House  of  Refresentativei: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iB.,  1926; 
3^a:  M-  moved,  386a;  debated, 
3867 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered in  com.,  3881 ;  reported,  m.t.o., 
and  Bill  passed  through  iu  remaining 
stages,  3897 ;  message  from  Senate,  4r42 ; 
assent  reported,  436r 

COKCnJATION  AND  ArBITKATION  BoL. 

Senate  : 

Order  of  leave  and  tk.,  5467 

CoMsirnmoK  ALTBunoN  (Senate  EuKnoHS) 
Bill. 

Senate: 
Assent  reported,  7 

House  of  Refresentativet! 
Assent  reported,  23 


Cbihihal  Atfsau  Bnx. 
Senate  .* 

Order  of  leave,  30;  248;  21.  moved, 
959»  as43,  3493 

CosTOHS  TAurr  Amxndhekt  Bill. 

House  of  Re-^esentatives : 

Order  of  leave,  and  iR.,  ri795 ;  ai., 
moved,  120^3;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
considered  in  com.  ad.  ref.,  and  m.s.o. 
moved  and  debated,  12054;  m.,  agreed 
to  and  Bill  read  a  third  time,  12055; 
message  from  Senate,  12198 


Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.o,,  iR.  as.,  moved,  laioa ; 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
in  com,,  12103;        ^'f-^  S'-' 


Cdsioiu  Tabot  Bnx.  - 
House  of  Refresentathies: 

Order  of  leave.  Bill  read  a  first  and 
Mcrad  time,  and  considered  in  com.^ 
7456;  reiwrted,  7456;  ad.  ref.,  7465; 
31.,  moved  and  debated,  7465;  Bill  ieJd 
a  third  time,  7471;  Bill  returned  from 
Senate  with  requests,  10126;  cons  req. 

10484),  10487,  10526,  10576,  10610, 
10653,  10703.  10757,  10789,  10811,  ro8i7, 
10880.  10970,  11019,  "056,  11098,  11159, 
11183;  progress  report  and  m.  to  k- 
commit  item  15,  moved,  10815,  and  ne- 
gatived, 10816;  ad.  ref.  debated,  10816; 
and  agreed  to,  10817;  ad.  ref..  Mid 
ordered  that  Bill  be  returned  to  Senate, 
11215;  message  from  Senate,  and  m., 
that  It  be  made  an  order  of  the  day  for 
later  date  moved,  iriSo;  agreed  to, 
1 1381;  to  refrain  from  determining 
constitatipnal  rights,  and  to  consider 
message  forthwith  moved,  11424 ;  debated, 
"425;  agreed  to,  11437;  that  reso- 
lution be  incorporated  in  message. 
"437;  agreed  to,  11438;  cons,  reo., 
"438,  11526;  m.,  to  fix  dates  of 
^^'"^  "578;  ad.  re*., 
M»d  Bill  ordered  to  be  returned  to 
senate,  11579;  message  from  Senate, 
11733 
Senate; 

Bill  received  from  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  ,r  moved  and  debated, 
7545;  Bill  read  a  first  time,  m.s.o..  and 
2R  moved,  7553;  debated,  7574;  Bill 
read  a  sewnd  time.  7622;  considered 
m  com.  7622,  7623,  7653,  7704,  7755. 
7797.  7850.  7895  {p.o.  7896.7'^) 
29^,  7977.  Soaq,  8080,  81^,  81^7.  gaw 
|a86.  i309.  8365,  8424!  8483.  85S  TsU: 

^  8644-5^).  8653,  8673,  870? 

8S69,    9042,    9,39,    9237,    9,53-'     '  • 

94".   9537.    9634.  9797, 

reported,    and    m.s.o.    moved    and  de' 

bated,  10041;  agreed  to;  ad.  ref.  and 

amdts.  to  recom.  moved  and  debated 

■  10042.50 ;  recom.  negatived  and  ad  re* 

agrwd  to,  10050-f ;  message  from  House 

of  Representatives,  and  m.s.o.  moved, 

10830;  debated,  1083 r ;   agreed   to.  and 

com  ,0841,  ,0921 ;  message  from 

House    of    Representatives,   and  cons 

mes.,    11221,    11304;    ad.    re*..  ii«r: 

message  from  House  of  Representatives 

and  11581;  m.,  that  message  be 

considered   forthwith,   and   that  Iction 

ot  House  of  Representatives  in  dealing 

wi  h  reiterated  requests  is  in  compliance 

with  constitutional  position  of  Senate 

moved  and  debated,  .1583;  agreed  to, 

11588;    ftfwf    mes.,    ri588;  resolutions 

reported,  11607;  m.  to  recom.  message. 

moved.   11678;  debated,   11679;  agrled 

to.  recom.,  ad.  rep.,  and  ir.,  1,688 

Q\"*r^  i*"^  Customs-"  Tariff  "-for 
Schedule.] 

Defknce  Act  1903  Amenduent  Bill. 

Senate : 

moved*/  asJJI'ofeSsV  ^^^§1^"*' 
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Bills — eontinued. 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualificatidns  Bilu 

Senate  : 

Order  of  leave,  5384;  iB.,  5825;  at., 
moved,  5467:  debated,  5561;  Bill  read 
a  second  time,  5595 ;  cooudered  in 
eem.,  5596,  5648;  reported,  5666;  re- 
COM.,  5774,  5981 ;  ad.  ref..  m.s.o.,  and 
3R.,  5986;  Bill  returned  from  Honie  of 
Representatives  without  amdt.,  6353 ; 
assent  reported,  6409 

Sffus€  of  Refrestniatives : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iB.,  6056; 
as.,  moved,  6370;  debated,  637a;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
6378;  ad.  ref.,  m.t.e.,  and  3H., 
6389;  assent  reported,  6440 

Election  Expenses  REiMBt;yEUENT  Bnx. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation ;  ap- 
propriation in  com.,  m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.^ 
order  of  leave;  iK.,  12196;  aR.,  moved 
and  debated,  12196;  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  13197; 
ref.,  and  3R.,  laigS ;  message  from 
Senate,  laaoi 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, m.s.o..  It. ;  21.  moved,  13148; 
debated,  12149;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
and  passed  through  its  remaining 
stages,  I2r49 

Electoral  (DisptrrtD  RmmNS)  Bill. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  161a;  at.  moved, 
3574;  debated,  3577 

ExaSE  PtOCBDURE  BtLL. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave  moved  and  debated,  447a; 
agreed  to,  4482;  iR.,  4616;  aR.,  moved, 
5114;  Bill  read  a  second  lime  and  con> 
sidcred   in  eom.,  51 18,  5193;  reported, 

J 104;  ad.  ref:  5285:  3R.,  moved  and 
cbated,  5370;  agreed  to,  5395;  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  7545; 
assent  reported,  8221 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  iR.,  5465; 
2R.,  moved,  6056;  debated,  7472;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com,,  7487;  ad.  ref.,  7490;  m.s.o.  and 
3R.,  7491 ;  assent  reported,  88ia 

ExasE  Tariff  Bill. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Bill  presented  and  passed  through  all  its 

stages,  7456;  Bill  returned  from  Senate 
with  a  request,  10126 ;  cons,  req.,  ad. 
ref.,  and  ordered  that  Bill  be  returned 
to  Senate,  11215;  message  from  Senate, 
11732 


Bills — continued. 
Excise  Tariff  Bill—continued. 
Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Represenia* 
tives  and  1B«  7545  •  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  7623,  9951, 
10014 ;  reported  with  a  reguest,  and  ad. 
ref.,  10040;  message  from  House  of 
Representatives,  ttaai;  3R.,  11688 


Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Order  of  leave  and  it.,  11795;  3R.  moved, 
12055 ;  Bill  read  a  second  time  aa<t 
passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
12056;  message  from  Senate,  13198 

Senate.- 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  m.s.o,,  iR.,  and  2R.,  moved  and 
debated,  12105;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  stages, 
tatoo 


Fire  Insurance  Dill. 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  9S9;  3R.  moved, 
1596;  debated,  1608,  i6ia;  alteration  in 
order  of  day  for'  resumption  of  debate, 
3566 


Invaud  and  Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation 
Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
12043  >  appropriation  in  com.,  resolutioB 
reported,  m.s.o.  moved,  and  debated, 
iao95;  agreed  to,  ad.  ref.,  order  of 
leave,  Bill  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  ecmsidcred  in  com.,  13096;  ad.  ref. 
and  3R.,  13097;  message  from  Senate, 
13198 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o..  It.  and  2R.  moved  and 
debated,  t3ta6;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  its  remaining  stagea, 
1 3 137 


Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Order  of  leave  and  it.,  11705;  31. 
moved,  11932;  debated,  11936;  Bill  md 
a  second  time  and  considered  in  tern., 
11963;  reported,  reeom.,  ad.  *rrf., 
m.s.o.,  and  3R.,  11983;  message  from 
Senate,  12095. 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.,  iR.,  and  2R.  moved,  iiqqs: 
debated,  12000;  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  12036;  ad.  ref. 
and  3R.,   1203S      ^  , 
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Bills — Continued. 
JUDicuRV  Bill. 
Semate: 

Ord^  of  leave,  132;  la.,  250;  as. 
moved,  487;  debated,  564,  830  (m.  <o 
adjoura  debate  negatived,  SiSi) ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  878;  considered  in 
cffm.,  878,  936;  ad.  ref.,  954;  3k., 
1023;  messiige  from  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 3^139;  assent  reported,  4705 

House  of  Refreientalives: 

Bill  received  from  Senate  and  1083; 
2K.  moved,  3749;  m.  to  adjourn  debate 
moved  and  agreed  to,  3759 ;  m.  for  re- 
sumption of  debate  at  later  bonr 
moved,  3760;  debated,  3762;  agreed  to 
and  debate  on  3K.  resumed,  3774;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,  3792;  ad.  ref.,  3795;  3R.  moved 
and  debated,  3855 ;  Bill  read  a  third 
time,  3860 ;  assent  reported,  4646 

Kalgookme  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Sim- 
VET  Bill. 

House  ef  Representatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation,  158  ; 
consideratioD  in  eom.,  559,  606 ;  ad. 
ref.,  order  of  leave,  and  iR.,  647;  aR. 
moved  and  debated,  718;  Bill  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  in  com., 
737;  ad  ref.  and  3R.,  741;  Bill  returned 
from  Senate  with  an  amendment,  1743; 
eons,  amdl.,  2017;  ad.  ref.,  2025;  auent 
reported,  251 i 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives  and  iR.,  745 ;  zR.  moved,  1023 
{f.o.  1023-33),  "i^,  ^233,  1330;  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  1376;  considered  in 
com.,  1377,  1471;  reported,  1516;  ad. 
ref.,  1568 ;  3K.  moved  and  debated,  1689 ; 
Bill  read  a  third  time,  170^;  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  0033; 
assent  reportedj,  3512 

If  ANUFACiuus  ENCotntAonaMT  Bill  : 
House  of  RefrestntaHves : 

Mes.  recommending  appropriation,  5801  ; 
cons,  mes.,  591a ;  ad.  ref.,  order  of 
leave,  and  is.,  5914;  aR.  moved,  6026; 
debated,  6133,  6232  (f.o.  as  to  constitu- 
tionality of  amdi.  providing  for  na- 
tionalization of  iron  industry,  6232-35) ; 
Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 
fro  formd,  6279;  considered  in  com.. 
iai68 

MARIIfE    INSOSANCE'  BILL. 

House  0 f  Representatives : 
Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  4959 

Navigation  Bill. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave  and  it.,  3149;  21.  moved. 
3*34 

IVoBFOUC  Island  Bill. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Order  of  leave  and  in,,  ri705 


Bill  s — co  ntinued. 

OFTICnS  COHFtHSAIION  BiLL. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
7493  i  and  appropriation  in 

com.,  7494  (  ad.  ref.,  order  of  leave, 
Bill  read  a  first  time  and  passed  through 
its  remaining  stages,  7502;  Bill  returned 
from  Senate  without  amendment,  iora6; 
assent  reported,  10483 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IR.,  7545;  2R.  moved,  10051} 
debated,  10052 ;  Bill  read  a  secmid  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  10058;  ad.  ref., 
10070;  m.i.o.  and  3H.,  10071 ;  assent  re- 
ported, 10828 

Paiva  Bnx. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Order  of  leave  and  22;  as.  moved. 
1414;  debated,  1415 

Pasuauentart  AUowahcks  Bill. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation  and 
eons,  mes.,  1883;  ad.  rep.,  order  of  leave 
«jd  >R.,  1924:  m.,  that  ai.  be  an  ordei 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 1934;  agreed  to,  1926;  2R. 
moved,  1977;  debated,  1979;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com.. 
1991;  reported,  m.s.o.,  and  Bill  passed 
through  its  remaining  stages,  3017 ;  Bill 
returned  from  Senate  without  amend- 
ment, 2262;  assent  reported,  2511 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  iR.,  3032;  3R.  moved,  3071; 
debated.  2023,  «>99J  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  com.,  2116;  ad. 
ref.,  2110;  3R.  moved  and  debated, 
3180;  Bill  read  a  third  time,  3194;  as- 
sent reported,  2512 

PARUAUEItTAir  PAPERS  BILL. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Order  of  leave  and  iR.,  10136;  2R. 
moved,  11671;  debated  and  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
1 1672;  reported  and  recom.,  11780;  ad 
ref.,  m.s.o.  and  3R.,  11780;  Bill  re- 
turned from  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment and  cons,  amdt.,  12198 

Senate : 

Bin  received  from  House  of  Represenla- 
tives,  m.s.o.  and  ir.,  11866;  2R.  moved, 
12127;  debated,  12138;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  com., 
13131  ;  ad  ref.  and  3H.,  12137;  message 
from  House  of  Representatives,  12148 

Parliamentary  Witnesses  Bill. 
Senate : 

^^t"  ^L]^^"^'  ";63;  2R.  moved, 

763;  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  con- 
sidered in  com.,  76fi^,  "t'\  3"'f 
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Bills — eantinued. 
Parliamentary  Witnesses  BiW—eonttMud. 
House  cf  Repesentatives : 

Bill  received  from  Senate  aad  897; 
aR.  moved,  3897:  debated.  ^\  Bill 
read  a  second  time,  11780;  considered  in 
com.,  11780,  t3o66 

Posiu.  Bates  Bux. 
Horn*  of  Represenialives : 

Order  of  leave  moved  and  debated,  774* 
agreed  to  and  iK.j  775 

PuBUC  Skbvicx  Appeals  Bux. 

Sffvte  of  RetresetUatives : 
Order  of  leave  and  iK.,  1611 

FOBLic  Sestice  Bill. 

House  of  Repesentatives : 
Order  of  leave  and  iB.,  117961 
12056;  debated.  x«>57 

QUAKANTIMB  BILL. 
House  of  RefreseiUatsvtt: 

Order  of  leave  and  iB.,  «»;  ai.  moved, 
504,  debated,  510;  Bilf  re»d  a  second 
time,  559;  considered  in  com.,  559, 
14161  »5»7i  »6*9.  »7*7.  >753: 
»77Si  3*->  '883;  Bill  returned  from 
Senate  with  amdis.^  6292;  cons,  amdis., 
8039:  ad  ref-t  8959;  assent  reporud, 
984s 
Senate : 

Bin  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  IE.,  1833;  2941;  debated, 
4397.  5^94*  S^^S;  ^'^^  *  second 

time,  5304 ;  considered  in  com.,  5304, 
eMc,  S473,  5666,  5986,  6062,  6217 ; 
SSfo.,  ^  ref.,  a^d  3«-,  6227;  message 
from  House  of  Representatwes,  8925; 
assent  reported,  9795 

RBICUNEBATION  OF  LABOOE  DEnKITION  BlLL. 

Senaie  : 

Order  of  leave,  4796;  iB.,  484M  *»• 
Bill  be  printed  and  2R.  made  An  ordei 
of  day  for  following  day,  4841 

SlUlBN*8  COHPBNSAnON  BnX. 
Senate : 

Order  of  leave,  11581;  iB.,  11866 

Seat  of  Goveknhent  Box. 
House  of  Repesentatives  t 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
157  i  appropriation  in  com.,  ad  ref., 
order  of  leave  and  ib.,  647;  3B.  moved 
and  debated,  10311 

SopPLT  Bill  No.  i. 
House  of  Refreienlafives  : 

Message  and  m.,  81;  m.s.o.,  82 ;  appropria- 
tion in  fOM.,  84;  ad  order  of  leave, 
and  Bill  presented  and  passed  throngh 
all  its  stages,  85;  Bill  returned  firm 
Senate  without  request.  192;  assent  re- 
ported. 193 


Bills — continued. 
Supply  Bill  No.  I— continued. 
Semattt 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  m.s.o.  moved,  39;  agreed  to 
and  resolved  that  Bill  be  read  a  first  time 
on  following  day,  40;  ib.  moved,  137  ■ 
debated,  138;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  oonndered  in  mm.. 
139  i  ad^ref.  wid  3R.,  140;  assent  re- 
ported, a47 

SupPLT  Bill  No.  a. 
House  of  Refresentothet: 
Appropriation  in  torn.,  1775;   m^,e.t  ad. 
ref.,   resolution   of   ways   and  means 
aoopted,  order  of  leave.  Bill  read  a 
first  and  second  time  and  considered  in 
com.,   1809;   reported,   i8ia;  ad.  ref. 
moved  and  debated,  1868-9;  agreed  to 
and  3s..  18S3 ;  Bill  returned  from  Senate 
without  request,  0017 ;  assent  teported, 
ai20 
Senate  : 

Notice  of  M.s.o.,  1815 ;  Bill  received  from 
House  of  Representatives  and  iB.  moved 
and  debated,  1833;  agreed  to,  1864; 
SB.  moved.  1920;  debated,  1^30;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  10 
eom.,  1932 ;  reported  and  ad.  ref.  moved 
and  debated,  1952;  agreed  to  and  3K. 
moved  and  debated.  1953:  Bill  read  a 
third  time.  1955;  assent  reported,  2055 

Supply  Bill  No.  3. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Appropriation  in  com.,  5783;  m.s,o.,  md. 
ref.,  order  of  leave,  and  Bill  passed 
through  alt  its  stages,  5800;  Bul  re- 
turned from  Senate  without  rAjnest* 
5977  J  assent  reported.  6118 

Stnate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RepresenU- 
tives,  m.s.o.,  and  m.  that  iR.  be  taken 
on  following  Wednesday,  agreed  to, 
5774;  IB,,  moved  and  debated,  5860; 
agreed  to,  5877;  2B.,  moved,  5877;  de- 
bated, 5S78;  Bill  lead  a  second  time 
and  considered  in  com.,  5881  ;  ad.  ref., 
and  3K.  moved  and  debated,  5907;  Bill 
read  a  third  time,  5908;  assent  re- 
ported, 6092 

Supply  BaL  No.  4. 

House  of  Refreseniaiives: 

Appropriation  in  com.,  6279;  m.s.o.,  ai. 
ref.,  order  of  leave,  ib..  62S6;  3B. 
moved  and  debated,  6286 ;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  eom.^ 
6288;  ad.  ref.  and  3R.,  629a;  Bill  le- 
turoed  from  Senate  without  request. 
6439;  assent  reported,  6591 

Senate : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  RepreseoU- 
tives,  and  m.s.o.  moved  and  debated, 
agreed  to,  and  iB.  moved  and  debated, 
6300;  agreed  to.  Bill  read  a  second 
time  and  considered  in  eom.,  6347;  od. 
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Bills — ecniimieii, 

SamY  Bnx  No.  ^. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Appropriation  in  com,,  8830-63 ;  ad.  ref.. 
m.s.ff.,  order  of  leave,  Bill  presented 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages,  8863; 
Bill  returaed  from  Senate  without  re< 
quest,  9039;  assent  reported,  90S8 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, m.s.o.,  and  is.,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 8900;  Bill  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  8935;  considered  in  com.,  8925, 
89791  "f.  »nd  3B.,  9007;  assent  re- 
ported, 9040 


Supply  Bill  No.  i,  1908-9. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Message  recommending  appropriation, 
13043;  appropriation  in  com,,  12097; 
M.i.0.,  ad.  ref.,  order  of  leave,  iB.,  and 
m.  that  Sk.  be  made  an  order  of  the 
day  for  following  day  moved,  12098; 
agreed  to,  12099;  moved  and  de- 
bated, i2i8o;  Bill  read  a  second  time, 
m.s.o.,  ad.  ref.  and  3K.  moved,  latqo; 
Bill  read  a  third  time,  12196;  message 
from  Senate,  12301 

Senate  : 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, M.S.O..  and  iB.  moved  and  debated, 
12137  >  Bill  read  a  6rst  time,  and  as 
moved,  12140 ;  debated,  12141 ;  Bill 
read  a  second  time  and  considered  in 
com,,  12144;  ad.  ref.  and  3R.,  12148 


SuBPLus  Revenue  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentaiives.' 

Order  of  leave  moved,  debated,  and 
agreed  to,  9010;  ir.,  9420  j  mes.  re- 
commending appropriation,  9845;  eons, 
mes.  appropriation  in  eom.,  resolution 
reported  and  ad.  ref.  moved  and  de- 
bated, 11670;  agreed  to,  11671 ;  2K. 
moved,  9847;  amdt.  to  postpone  con- 
sideration until  financial  relations  can 
be  dealt  with  as  a  whole,  9875 ;  second 
reading  debated,  9856,  11709-33,  11745 
[m.  to  adjourn  debate  moved  and  nega- 
tived, 11757],  11796;  Bill  read  a  second 
time,  11861 1  considered  in  eom.,  ix86t ; 
ad.  ref.  and  3B.,  11863;  message  from 
Senate,  11982 

Senate: 

Bill  received  from  House  of  Representa. 
tives,  m.s.o.t  IB.,  and  2R.,  moved 
ii866i  debated  11874;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  considered  in  eem., 
11903;  ad.  ref.,  and  3B.,  11909 


OONSTITUTIOH. 

ALRBATIOH  OF. 
S*mat«: 
Questions  by — 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell  as  to  enabling 
the  Commonwealth,  if  necessary,  to 
regulate  wages  and  conditions  of 
labour,  7543 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  taking  steps 
towards  the  unification  of  all  or  any 
of  the  State  jurisdictions,  7653 

Senator  McColl  as  to  dealing  with 
alleged  flaw  in  Constitution  Altera- 
tion (Senate  Elections)  Act,  9337 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 
Questions  bjr — 
Mr.  Catts  as  to  enabling  the  Govern- 
ment to  nationalise  coal  mines  and 
other  public  utilities,  5910 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  uniform  ladnstrial 
legislation,  6096 

Sir  John  Forrest  if  financial  proposals 
of  Government  necessitate  an  amend- 
ment of  Constitution,  9390,  11016 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  whether,  il 
decision  of  High  Court  be  adverse. 
Government  can  proceed  with  the 
policy  of  new  protection  without  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  10132 

Bills. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Determination  of  constitutionality  of,  by 
High  Court,  ways  and  means,  3996,  4092 

Bbaddox  Section. 
Senate : 

References  to,  suffly,  1861,  3807-8,  3815-16. 
3821-3,  3843,  3901 

House  of  Refreseniatives : 

References  to,  Budget,  1643,  2126,  2144, 
"354.  3373-6,  2464-5,  2496-2500,  2582-4, 
260a,  2660,  2692-7,  2718,  2721-3,  2728- 
31,  2741-3,  3820-1,  2906-7,  aqt6,  2932, 
»90S.  a974.  2970.  3007-15,  3036-40,  31x6, 
3120,  3177.  3189-00,  3199.3201,  3316.8; 
exfL,  2654;  suffly,  3342-4,  3352:  waw 
and  means,  4016 

CABBtn-HEBS,  Mr.  J.  H. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley   as  to  a  vote 
for  the  erection  of  a  statue  of  Mr.  J 
H.  Carmthers,  as  a"nullifier  of,"  2311 

Cohmuonwealth  Legislation. 
Senate : 

Appointment  of  officer  by  States  to  report 
on  constitutionality  of,  address,  78,  400, 
478 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor,  564 
Draft  of. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnnon  for  a  return  rela- 
tive to  the  Conferetiefe^£.&fen)iers  on 
alteration  mt^^ixi^^W^}^*^ 
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COVSTTTOTlOS—eOll/lHUgJ. 

ExcisK  Taiiff  (Agricultural  MACHiHny)  Act. 
Senate  : 

Constitutionaiity  of,  7547-5*>„  7593* 

7606-7,  7612-3,  7619-20;  suffly,  8993-5 

Question  by  Senatoi  £.  J.  RusseU  as  to 
amendment  of  Constitution,  if  held  to  be 
ultra  vires,  7543 

House  of  Representatives: 

Constitutionality  of,  ways  and  means,  3996, 
4093 ;  sufflyj  6329-31,  6336-45 

FoRKicN  Governments,  Communication  with. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch   as  to  power  oi. 
direct  communication  witb,  10181 

Interpretation  of. 

House  of   Refresentatives : 
Questions  to  Ministers  involving,  ohi.,  I181 
Question  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  whether  Go- 
vernment bad  consulted  law  officen^  on 
constitutionality   of    excise  exemptions 
and  Commonwealth  mark,  4200 

[See  Rulings,  The  Prssihent  and  Mr. 
Speaker.] 

Secession. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Agitation  for,  Budget,  2728,  2900,  3010, 
3033.   3036;  34a9-3*.  3438-40. 

3535-7 

Senate's  Right  of  Request.     \See  Parlia- 
ment.] 

State  Rights. 
Senate : 

Legal  proceedings  concerning  the  seizure 
of  wire  netting  by  the  Government  of 
New  South  Wales,  suffty,  5860,^  5875 
Validity  of  steam-ship  sulwidy  by  Victoria, 

tttffly,  6317,  6319 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  to  judgment 
of  Full  Court  of  New  South  Wales, 
that  goods  imported  by  that  State  are 
not  dutiable,  2406 
Senator  O'Loghlin    ;is  to   steamship  sub- 
sidy by  Victoria,  5746 
Souse  of  RepesontaHves: 
Taxation  of  State  imports,  suffly,  6291 ; 
ways  and  means,  7400-3,  7422-40 

Qoestioiu  by — 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  right  of  Slate  to 
subsidize  vessels  to  carry  its  products 
to  ports  outside  Commonwealth,  1181 

Mr.  Watlcins  as  to  whether  importation 
of  wire  netting  is  covered  by  decision 
of  Supreme  Court  of  New  South 
Wales,  2231 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  an  appeal  from  de- 
cision of  Supreme  Court  of  New  South 
Wales  on  taxation  of  State  imports, 
2231 ;  bv  Mr.  Glynn,  2232 


Covarnvtiov—eoiUinued. 
Waiver  of  Section  of. 
House  of  Refresentatives  ■■ 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilks,  as  to  whether 
Prime  Minister  will  waive  section  in 
ConstitutioD  exempting  Commonwealth 
from  payment  of  mtmicipal  rates,  1179S 

DBFBNOB. 

Aduinistration. 
Senate : 

Efficiency  of,  suffly,  3904-6,  10372-88 
House  of  RefreserUatives : 
Efficiency  of,  suffly,  9997,  10003 

AtUtUNITIOK. 
Senate  : 
Artillery,  suffiy,  406a 

Cordite,  manufacture  of.  suffly,  3799, 
1 1690,  1 1692-3 

Delecttve,  adj.,  4616.  4619 

Tests,  adj..  4619 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Pearce,  as  to  defective  ammuni- 
tion, 3463 ;  as  to  cartridge  blanks, 
9237,  9796,  10255;  to  contracts  for 
cartridges,  9796 ;  as  to  percussive 
caps,  11986 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Ariillery,  suffly,  3602,  3608 
Cordite,  manufacture  of,  suffly,  3737-41 
Damaged,  supply  of,  to  cadets  and  rifle 
cUibs,  Budget,  aSiq;  suffly,  3603,  3610, 
3737  • 
Hake,  Mr.,  Report  by,  m.,  7530 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  practice  ammunitioB 

for  cadetSt  3620,  3733 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  artillery  ammunition, 

•595 

Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  damaged  ammu- 
nition, 2235;  Mr.  Bowden,  3301. 
3422,  7116 

Ahuunition  and  Small  Arms  FacioRiis. 
Senate: 

Cordite    Factory*  Maribymoag,  suffty, 

11690,  11693-3 
Exoenditure  on,  suffly,  3905 
Lithgow  Factory,  suffly,  11689,  11691-6 
Necessity  for,  suffly,  3814 
Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  M 

establishment  of*  6409 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Cordite  Factory,  mfHy,  11286 
Fxpenditure  for.  Budget^   1637;  suffiy, 

3613.  3678-83 
Hake,  Mr.,  Report  by,  m.,  7530 
Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7^30 
Necessity    for,    address,    348 ;  Budget. 

2661,  3271 ;  suffly,  3735,  373iS 
Policy  of  Government,  Budget,  3119 
Report    by     Brigadier-General  Gordon. 
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Defence — continued. 

Ammunition  and  Small  Aims  Factories — etn- 
tinued — 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  ai  to  cordite  and  small  aims 

factories,  36x1,  8818,  11329 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  remarks  by  Biie&dier- 
General  Gordon  on  proposed  arsenal, 
9767 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  cost  of  cordite  and  small 
arms  factories,  9389 

Mr.  Page  as  to  establishment  of,  158, 
6355.  6356,  6410:  Mr.  Bowden,  6023, 
635^>  '■792;  Mr.  Bamfordi  631(6 

Asms.    \See  Rifles.] 

AsmxERT :  Cons,  &c. 
Senate : 

Field   Artillery,  guns,  supply,  10376 
Ammunition    waggons     for    field  guns, 
supply,  4058-62 

House  of  Representatives : 

Guns  at  Sydney  Heads,  Budget,  1637,  22^ 

Guns,  purchase  of,  supply  3614 

Gtms,  lights  and  emplacements  for  lixed 

defences,  supply,  3741-48 
Guns,  18^  pounders,  supply,  loooi,  10083 
Ammunition  Waggons  and  Field  Artillery 

Guns,  supply,  3602-it 
Question  by  Mr,  Kelly  as  to  distribution  of 

t8^-pouader  guos,  9479,  10077 

Artii.ij:ry  FnncES.   [See  Militakt  Forces.]  . 

Aktillerv  Ranges. 

House  of  Representaiives  : 

Provision  of,  supply,  3453,  3454,  3455 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  artillery  practice  at 

Naime,  10700 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  field  artillery  ranges, 
6024 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  field  artillery  ranges, 
»595 

Bands. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Pay  of  Bandsmen,  supply.  10125 
Question  by  Mr.  ].  H.  Catts  as  to  cadet 
bands,  5239 

Basbacxs. 
Senate  : 

Fremantlc,  supply,  11696 
Question  by  Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  Bar- 
rack Reserve,  Hobart,  3615 

Cadets.   [See  Miutaky  and  Naval  Cadbts.] 
Camps. 
Senate : 

Extension  of  period,  supply,  10379 
Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell    as  to 
camp  .at  Nairne,  9137 
House  of  Representatives : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  leave  for  tele- 
graphists to  attend  military  camps, 
10079 

Mr.  Coon  as  to  Easter  camp,  Victoria, 
9581 


Camps — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  pay  of  men  attending 

camps,  9581,  9955 
Mr.  Crouch    u  to  Easter  camp,  Vic- 
toria, 10609,  *°7^7>  "097 
Mr.    Kelly     as '  to    transport  delays, 
Kaster  camps,  i04S4;"by  Mr.  Crouch, 
10484 

Mr.    Page    as    to    training    camp  ut 

Heidelberg,  7248,  7297 
Sir  John  Quick   as  to  camp  in  Bendigu 

district,  9193 
Mr.  Salmon  as  to  food  at  cadets'  camp, 

9955 

[See  Tbaiking  Grounds.] 
Collins,  Captain. 
Senate.- 

Position    of,    in    Department,  supply, 
10094-5.6 

Question  by  Senator  demons   as  to  ap- 
pointment of,  1814,  1928 

House  of  Representatives : 

Position    of,     in     Department,  suffty, 

9487-9,   lOIOQ,  10114 
Salary  of,  supply,  181  r 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  political 

utterances  of,  7111;  by  Mr.  B.  Smith 

as  to  position  of,  9476 

COIH-ENSATION. 
.    Senate : 

Beulcy,  F.  W.,  case  of,  supply,  11620 
Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  to 

Officers      Compensation      Bill,  7753, 

10829,  10919 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Bayly,  Colonel,  case  of,  tmffly.  5790-1, 
5794 

Mitchell  case,  supply,  5797 
Payment  of,  supply,  11390 
Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  compen- 
sation to  Bombardier  Shergold,  9955 

[See  Officers  Coupeksatioh  Bill,  under 
"  Bills."] 

contkacts. 

Senate  : 

Waggons,  supply,  3906,  4059 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pcarce  as  to  contract  for  ammu- 
nition waggons,  4245,  ii-164 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  cartridge  contract, 
9796 

House  of  Representatives  ■' 

Tenders  :     British     preference,  supply. 
10082 

Qiiestion?!  by — 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  contract  for  stores, 
7116 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  contract  for  bridles, 

9389 

Mr.   Storrer    as  to  contract   for  boots, 
047T,    10607;    by    Mr.    Joseph  Cook, 
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X^EWtaiKK—eoiiiinued. 
CouNcn.  or  Derncb. 
Htnut  fff  Retreseniaiwts: 
Government  Scheme  of  Defence*  suffly, 
88a6 

QuestioD  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  opinion  of 
OD  Defence  policy  of  Govenment, 
8813-3 

CoiiuiTiEE  OF  Defence,  Iupkrul. 
House  of  Refreseniativet: 
Report  of,        7526;  tuffly,  ion6 
Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  ai  to  reporU  con- 
cerning, 588 

Dbixnce,  Coast  and  Hakboh. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Appropriation  for,  suffly,  11285 

Uinistcrial  statement,  m.,  75^3-*> 

Policy  of  Government,  suffiy,  3000,  3015, 

Submarine  mining,  suffly,  3745  , 
Question  by  Mr.  Watltin*  at  to  guni  for 

harbor  defence,  9479 
[See  COAST  Defence  Appbofmatios  Bill, 

under  "  Bills."] 

Defence^  Naval. 
Senate  : 

Auttralian  Navy,  Projected,  address,  tj^, 
its,  "9t  »»9>  '35.  389.  479  S 

Docking  of  Wat«hipB,  suffiy.  6311 
Forces,  distribution  of,  suffly,  195°  „ 
Report  of  Naval  officers,  suffly.  10380, 

^^SenSw  dc  Largie  as  to  vessels  suitable 
for  defence  and  mail  services,  ai79 
Senator  Millcn  as  to  use  of  submarines, 

SeSSr  Needham   as  to  construction  of 

torpedo  boats,  1813,  iq*?*  447*'  "3®*  J 

by  Senator  Dobson,  2179 
Senator   Needham    as   to   docking  of 

warships,  6191  „ 
Senator  Pearce    as  to  policy  of  oo- 

vemment,  5177,  536?.  5405-0 
Senator   Pearce     as   to   reports  from 

officers  sent  to  England,  5307;  oy 

Senator  de  Largie,  5466;  by  Senator 

Needham,  9633.  "S^o 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Australian  Navy,  Projected,  address,  324 ; 
Budget,  2940;  suftly.  3599:  7S>7. 

BaK^Auslralian  Naval,  address,  45*! 
75»C 

Dep6t.  Sydney,  adj..  9039-40 
Depfit,  Williamstown,  suffly,  to\o^ 
Do^yEidi  Commonwealth,  Budget,  3171! 

expenditnie  on,  tuffiy,  3598 
Expenditure  on,  suffly,    10000,  loooi, 

I 1408  , 
Ministerial  Statement,  m..  75"-* 
Requirements  of  Commonwealth,  suffty, 

tons,  iot2i 
Siibmarines.  suffly,  3743:        75i7.  75*4 
Torpedo  Fleet,  address,  191.  *3S5 

snffly,  1780-2,  374a.  <"86,  11408-18. 
75*5 


DawJlK^—cotUinued. 
Defence,  Naval — eontinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   J.   H.   Catts    as  to  shipbuilding 

yards,  10483 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  policy  of  Govern- 
ment, 5237 
Mr.   Kelly    as  to  tenders  for  vessels, 

1749;  by  Mr.  Johnson,  1750 
Mr.   B.   Smith    as  to  correspondence, 

9686,  9767 
Mr.  Wilks.  as  to  Naval  Dep6t,  Sydney, 

881S,  8938 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  offer  of  English  firm 

to  build  vessels,  4308 ;  by  Mr.  Hi^hes, 

4308 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  Government  policy, 
44" 

{See    Coast    Defence   APFiopRUTioit  Bill 
under  "  Bills."] 


Defence,  Naval  Agseeuent. 
Senate : 

Policy  of  Govemnent,  address,  47,  57, 

60,  77,  150,  374.  3*3!  »ffi7>  "513 
Questions  bjr — 
Senator  Needham   as  to  policy  of  Go- 
vernment, 1131,  3514 
Senator  Pulsford    as  to  exchange  on 
payments,  10251 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Policy  of  Government,  address,  96,  it>, 
169,  173.  I9»»  aiS.  219,  228,  242,  351, 
450;  Budget,  1636,  2127,  3143,  2270, 
3660,  3695,  3819,  3940,  3001,  3325,  3228, 
3289,  3340.  3354;  ff^y.  «fo6;  adf.. 
^3P\  tuffly,  3601,  3602;  Mmistenal 
Statemmt,  m.,  7512-26 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  continuation  of  Ans- 
tralian  contribution,  1377 

Mr.  Kelly   as  to  views  of  Mr.  Ewing. 

Minister  of  Defence,  12041 ;  by  Ur. 

Reid,  1 2041 
Mr.  Mahon  as  to  correspondence,  29^; 

by    Mr.    B.    Smith,  103x0,  laofi, 

13200 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  policy  of  Goven- 
ment, 1282,  2689,  3300,  3423,  4309, 
10523;  by  Mr.  Wilks,  1377;  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  1377,  12041  i  by  Mr.  Willis, 
1378;  by  Mr.  Johnson,  1378,  7461, 
8815,  12040,  12041 


Defence  :  Scheme  op— 

Senate  : 

Appropriation  for,  suffly,  11622 

Policy  of  Government,  suffly,  5873,  5877, 

63".  7545.  755a.  8915.  8922 
Question  by  Senator  Dobsor    as  to  Go- 
vernment   scheme,    5560;  by  Senator 
Pearce,  5560 
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tSwrma—eontiMied. 

Defence  :  Scheme  of — eotaimied. 
House  of  R efre tentative s : 

Appropriation  for,  suffly,  11274,  "408-18 
Cost  of,  suffly,  3608,  100Q6,  loiia 
Criticism    of    Goveroment    Scheme,  tuf- 
ply,  8826,  8838,  8833,  8846,  8850,  1009s 
Militia,   position   of,   under  Goverameot 

policy,  nj^^y,  9998,  10095 .     .  ,  „ 
Pohc)'  of  Government :  Ministerial  State- 
ment, m.,  7509-36 
Preparation  of,  suffly^  3605 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  criticisms  of,  8927, 
9009 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  proposed  legislation, 
9193 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  preparation  of  strategic 
scheme,  1087 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  criticisms  invited  from 
members  of  forces  on  Govenuneot 
policy,  8S12-3,  11743;  bv  Mr.  fteid, 
8812-3;  l>y  ^r-  Uahon,  8813;  by  Mr. 
.Chanter,  8813 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  advice  of  Imperial 
Defence  Committee,  12040 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  circulation  of  Govern- 
ment Bill,  9389 

Mr.  Malooey  as  to  oath  of  fidelity  to 
Australia,  9399 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  taxation  for  de- 
fence purposes,  11419 

Drill  Halls. 
Senate : 

Colah,  suffly,  11691 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  3904,  39331  11690 
House  of  Refrtseniaiives: 

Question  by  Sir  John  Quick  as  to  drill 
ball  for  cadets   at  Bendigo,  11097 

EXPINDITOU. 
Senaie : 

Borden  of,  address,  286 

Details  of,  supply,  1949,  3803,  3904,  8998 

Special,  supply,  3799 

House  of  Represeniatives: 

Estimated,  under  new  scheme,  m.,  7534 
Increase  of,  Budget,    1633,    '636.  2463' 

3118;   m.,   7534;    supply,    3328,  9999, 

roooi,  10083,  10112,  10124 
Loan  Expenditure,  Budget,  2463 
Ministerial  statement,  m.^  7509-36 
Retrenchment,  address,  450' 
Special,  Budget,  3340 
(^estion  by  Mr.   King  O'Malley  as  to 

taxation  for  defence  purposes,  11628 
[See  also  under  "  Defence,  Sciiemi  of," 

and  Coast  Defencs  Afpbopbiation  Bill, 

imdeT  "  Bius."] 

Flag. 

House  of  Refresentativet : 

Australian    flag,    adoption    of,  suf^y, 

IOII9,  I0I30. 

Questions  Iqr — 

Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  Australian  ensign, 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  deposititm  of  U&Ion 
Jack,  10969 


HmsiCt—eoniinued. 

FomFICATIONS. 
Senate  : 
Albany,  supply,  10379, 
Thursday  Island,  explosion,  suffly,  ii6m, 

11696,  12146 
Question  by  Senator  Chataway   as  to  ex- 
plosion at  Thursday  Island,  11678 
House  of  Representatives  i 
Albany,  supply,  10116 
Batteries,  supply,  374a 
Expenditure  on,  supply,  3599,  3741-8 
Fremantle,  suffly,  3446,  3447,  4043 
Gnns   at  Sydney   Heads,  Budget,  1637, 
2370 

Guns,  sufply,  3741,  3744,  3747,  3748 

Lights,  supply,  3741 

Port  Jackson,  suffly,  3446,  3743.  3746 

TownsviUe,  suffly,  101 16 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Bamford   as  to  dynamite  explosioa, 
Green   Hill   Fort,   Thursday  Island, 
10750,  11627;        Mr.  J.  H.  Catu, 
12040 

Sir  John  Forrest   as  to  Albany  Forts, 
9845 

Horses. 
Senate: 

Sickness   of,   South   Australian  encamp- 
ment, suffly,  899s 
Question  by   Senator  W.   Russell  as  to 
sickness  of,  9137  ■ 
House  of  Representatives: 
Supply  of,  supply,  10117 

HUTTON,  Majos^Geniral.  ■ 
Senate  : 

Command  of,  suffly,  10373-3,  10383 
House  of  Refresentatipes: 
Promotion  of   officers,  suffly,  10097-8, 

lOlOO-I,  10I07 

Scheme  of  Defence,  suffly,  i0O94<5 

Maps. 
Senate: 

Military,  supply,  9000 
House  of  Representatives: 
Ordnance,  suffly,  3605 

Muical  Corps. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Equipment,  sufply,  3603 
Reserve,  adj.,  7540 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  medical 
reserve,  6968,  10609 

Militart  Board. 
Senate: 

Amendment  of  rules  by,  supfly,  5860 
Membership  of,  supplj 
Work  of,  supply^  » 

House  of  Refretentatives: 
Composition  of,  sufply,  8833 
Functions  of,  supply,  3605,  3606 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Salmon    as  to  meetings  of,  1977, 

3589;  as  to  membership,  397a,  7458 
Mr.  Kelly   as  to  consultation  of,  re  Go- 
vernment Defence  ff^c^t,.88i^-3,  8926 
Digitized  by 
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Index  to  Subjects. 


Detenci — ettdinued. 
MiuTART  Cadets. 
Senate : 

Cost  of  S;^stem,  5981 
Contingeacies,  sufftyt  1*997  ** 
Instructors,  Staff  Officers,  suffly,  8914 
Medical  Kxaminatiotu,  q.,  3586,  3936 
Training  of,  addrets,  391,  393,  479;  suf- 
fly,  3604,  8997 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  rank  and  services 
of  staff  officers,  8672,  8866 

Senator  Neild  as  t6  training  and  equip- 
ment, 11319 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  extension  of  Force 
in  Western  Australia,  3464,  3706 

House  of  Refreteniatives: 
Enrolment,  Budget,  3819 
Expenditure  on,  Budget,  1633;  m.,  ywg 
Medical  examination  of,  suffly,  J0083 
Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7529 
Training  of,  addrest,  130,  235;  Budget^ 

3270 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  riSe  practice,  3630, 
3733 

Mr.   Curr    as  to  cadets  at  Pirramatta 

camp,  11793 
Mr.  J.  H.  CatU  as  to  bands,  5339 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts    as  to  numbers  and 

miniature  ranges,  5339.  6328 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  instructors,  988 
Mr.   Crouch    as   to   cadets   at  Easter 

camp,   Langwarrin,   1 1097,   1 1 183 
Mr.   Hall    as  to  Gordon  Club,  New 

South  Wales,  iiiSo 
Mr.  Hughes  as  to  Corowa  corps,  5328 
Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  medical  examina- 
tion, 3586,  7348 
Mr.   McWilliams    as  to  cadet  officers, 
9090 

Mr.  Page  as  to  2nd  Battalion,  1089 
Sir  John  Quick    as  to  drill-room  for 

Bendigo  cadets,  11097 
Mr.  Salmon    as   to    food    at  cadeu' 

camp,  9955 
{See  Uniforms  and  Equiphent.] 

MiLITABV    CO»mANDANTS,  STATE. 

Senate  : 

Inspections  by,  supply,  10374 
Western  Australian  Commandant,  su^y, 
10380,  10384 
House  of  Refresenialivet: 

Appointments,  tuffly.    3611,    3612,  3613, 
10086 

Queensland  Commandant,  suffly,  loiii-a 
New  South  Wales  Commandant,  suf^y, 

10093 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch    as  to  Western  Australian 
Commandant,  1 17^? 

Mr.  Reid   as  to  active  service  of,  aiaa, 

2996 

\See  RiFU  CUIBS.] 


DErKNCB— C^M/f  fMI<B . 
MtLZTASY  FOKCU. 

Senate ; 

Allotment  of  units,  adj..  4618 

Conduct    of    militiamen    ia  Brisbaae, 

tuffly,  10384 
Corps  of  Guides,  suf^y,  8998,  9000 
New  South  Wales,  strength,  suffJy,  3534 
Western  Australia,  inspection  of  trctopi, 

address,  15 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Pearce,  as  to  allotment  of  units, 
4471 

Senator  Chataway,  as  to  appointmcDts, 
447* 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Equipment,  suffly,  10097,  ion? 
Intelligence  Corps,  7533 
Mobilization,  suffly,  10117 
Organization  of,  address,  450 
Volunteers,  statement  by  Minister  of  De- 
fence, suffly,  7546 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  marriage  regulations, 

Mr.    Crouch    as    to    enlistment,  474S, 
7*49 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  rations,  4937,  5340 
Mr.   Crouch    as    to    medical  examina- 
tions, 4310 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  guards  of  honour, 

9099,  9299,  96S6 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  discharge  fees,  96SC 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Military  Staff  cferl», 
10789 

Mr.  Watkins    as  to  musketry  returns, 

3734.  3973 

Artillery. 

Senate  : 

Training,  suffly,  10376-8 

Western  Australia  batteries,  tuf^y.  10377 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  suffly,  3611,  3613, 
10087 

Forces  at  Thursday  Island,  suffly,  1950, 
*o375 

Inspector  of  Ordnance,  suffly,  10104 
lastructioD,  Field  Artillery,  suffly,  10109 
Lang,    Bombardier,   treatment   of,  adj.t 
^344.  aS" 

Machmery  Section,  ordnance,  suffly. 
10104 

Ministerial  statement,  m.,  7530 
Officers,  suffly,  10090 
Training,  suffly,  loooa,  10088,  lot  11 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  artillery  practice  at 

Naime,  10700 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  artillery  sergeants,  989 
Mr.    Crouch  as  to    Bombardier  Lang, 

1089,  3313,  3348 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  pay  of  acting  bombar- 
diers, 2348 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  armament  artificers, 

»450 

Mr.  Cnmcb  as  to  commanding  officers, 
2691 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  6eld  artillery  training. 
1 1361  ^  T 
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UKfBNCE — continued. 
Military  Forces — continued. 
Questions  bjr — 

Mr.  Crouch  at  to  training  of  No.  6  Com- 
pany, R.A.A-.  9686 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  discharge  money  paid 

by  members  of  R,A.A.j  11097 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  payments  to  R.A.A., 

Victoria,  11793 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  butlying  of  recruits, 

irgzo;  by  Mr.  Malcmey,  11921 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  ranges  and  ammunitioa, 
I59S 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Militia  Garrison 
Artillery,  10464 

Engineers. 
HoMte  of  Representalivti : 
Equipment,  suffly^  3610 
Officers,  appointment  of,  supply,  10089. 
Question  by  Ur.  Bruce  Smith   as  to  ap- 
pointment of  military  engineer,  3793, 
3997 

Infantry. 

Senate : 

Equipment,  suffly,  1037S 
Officers'  allowances,  tuffly,  7545 
St.  George's  RiSes,  Badges,  suffty,  5862 
Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  officers 
of  loth  Regiment,  S423 

House  of  Representatives: 

Bayonets,  supfiy,  3610,  3611,  3735 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Fairbaim  as  to  short  bayonets, 
4842 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  Detweot  Regi- 
ment, 2133 

Sir  John  Quick  as  to  Bendigo  battalion, 
1867 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  dismissal  of  militia- 
men connected  with  dispute  at  Adams- 
town  range,  Newcastle,  9581 

Light  Horse. 

Senaie  : 

Revolvers  for,  luf^y,  3905 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

CondoboJin  Corps,  suffly,  5799,  loiaa 
Corps,  new,  formation  of,  suffly,  5799, 

10084,  10133 
Equipment,  suffly,  3603,  3905,  10099 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Harper  as  to  camps,  officers, 
parades,  and  instructional  staff,  65g5 

Mr.  Palmer    as  to  Quarter-Master  of 

the  9tb  Regiment,  12157 
Sir   John   Quick    as  to   9th  Victorian 

Regiment,  ti385,  rai56 
Mr.  Salmon   as  to  new  service  bridle, 

385* 


Defbnck — continued. 

MHITAKY  FOBCBS,  INSFECTOB-GENEBAL  O*. 

Senate  ■ 

Inspection,  St.   George's   RiBes,  tuffly, 

5862 

Report  by,  suffly,  10373-81,  10384 
Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  Inspec- 

for-General's  official  visit  to  Armidale, 

6190 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Functions  of,  suffly,  10087,  10094 
Government    Defence    Scheme,  suffly, 
8834 

Question  by  Mr.  Reid  as  to  active  service 
of,  2122,  3996 

MlLITART  HEAD-QUABTntS  STAFF  ; 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  hy  Mr.  Salnum  as  to  leakage  of 
informatioD  from,  12157 

MlLlTABV  OfFICEBS. 
Senate  ■* 

Allowances,  suffly,  7545,  10382 
Cadet  instructors,  suffly,  8914 
Instructional  staff,  suffly,  10384 
Pay,   suffly,   8913,   8914,    8915,  S996, 
10385-8 

Promotion,  suffly,  5863,  8996-7 
Shortage  of,   suffly,   3905,   8916,  10374, 
10383 

Training  of,  suffly,  11516 

Uniforms,  cost  of,  sufpy,  10374,  10380, 

10381 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  officeib  of  loth 
.  Infantry  Regiment,  8423 
Senator  Colonel  Neild   as  to  rank  and 
services  of  staff  officers  commanding 
cadet  corps,  8672,  8866,  10353 
Senator  Colonel  Neild    as  to  case  of 
Major  Dove,  10253-4 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Allowances  for  quarters,  m.,  9481 
Carrington,  Colonel,  suffly,  10106 
Cox,  Colonel,  100^,  lotoo,  10105,  10108 
D.A.A.G.,  Victoria,  suffly^  10125 
Engineers,  &c.,  suffly,  10089 
Exchange  of,   address,  449;    «.,  7531; 
adj..  7540 

Expert  Instructors,  proposed  appointment 

of.  7S30 
General    officer    commanding,  suggested 

appointment  of,  suffly,  10001 
Harding,  Major,  suffly,  ioi04>5 
Instruction  abroad,  suffly,  3615 
Lyster,  Colonel,  suf^y,  loill,  loiia 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  7530-2 
Names  and  services,  m.,  4087 
Promotions,    suffly,    5785,    5787,  5795, 

10086-90,     10098,     10100-1-3,  10105-7, 

10124;        753*  J  adj.,  7540 
"  Rankers,"  Budget,  2937 :  tuffly,  100S9, 

10103 

Riley,  Colonel,  suffly,  10106 
Routine  work,  sufwy,  10109 
Shortage  of,  w^^y,^  3454,  3608.  10084, 
lono,  lOIBiSjtizectbyVJiOOylC 
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liZFEHCM.—eontinued. 
Military  O&ceis— continued. 

Staff,  and  Goverament  Defence  Schcnie« 

tuffiy,  8833 
Training  of »  address,  ai5, 348 ;  m.^  7530-2 ; 

suf^y,  ioii8 
Uoifoims  and   equipment,  cost,  suffiy, 

3605 
Questions  by— 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  employment  of 
alien  servants  by  officers,  11627;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Irvine,  12156-7;  Mr.  Kelly, 
iaiS6  , 
Mr.  Bowden  as  to  allowancei  tor 
quarten,  10077  ,  ^  ,  , 

Mr.  J.   Cook    as  to  caw  of  Colonel 

Cox,  113S6  ,        *  . 

Mr.  Crouch   as  to  Sydney  class  of  in- 
struction, 2133 
Mr.  Crouch    as  to  appointments,  4000 
Mr.   Crouch    as   to  cost  of  officers' 

luiforms  and  swords,  10401 
Mr.  Crouch   as  to  exaroinatioDs  for  in- 
structional staff  commissions,  11293 
Mr.  Hutchison   as  to  conduct  of  Lieut. 
Russell,  175a,  1976;  as  to  conduct  of 
Sergeant  Hanks,  1976 
Mr.  Johnson   as  to  criticisms  by  officers 

in  Parliament,  12043 
Mr.    Kelly    as   to   case    of  Captain 

Crouch,  11733 
Mr.   Mahon    as  to   officers  supplying 
information    to    members    of  Parlia- 
ment, 8813 
Mr.   Maloney    as  to  examination  for 
rank   of    major,    Victorian  Scottish 
Regiment,  623a 
Mr.   McWilliams    as  to  cadet  officers, 
9090 

Mr.  Page  as  to  promotions,  974;  Mr.  J. 
Cook,  5600,  6594 

Mr.  Page  as  to  commands  of  un- 
attached "  officers,  10080 

Mr.  Page  as  to  speech  by  Lt.-Colonel 
Onslow,  11702;  Mr.  Salmon,  11703 

Mr.  Salmon    as  to  records  of  officers, 

Mr.  Salmon   u  to  reserve,  4518 
Mr.    Salmon     as   to   training  abroad, 
€oa^ 

[See    "  COMPBKSATION."] 

Military  School  {see  TttAiNiNO,  Militakt]. 

National  Guard. 
Heuie  of  Repeseniativei: 

Proposed  formation  of,  Ministerial  State- 
ment, w.,  7528-31 
Question  by  Mr.  Kel^  as  to  estimated 
expenditure  for,  8926 

Naval  Agbeememt    [See  DEraKCE,  Navai.] 

Naval  CAiirrs. 

Senate : 

Training  of,  address,  479. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Educational  Standard,  Budget,  2270 
Ministerial  Statement,  m.,  7536 
  [See  Pbotector,  Gdnboat.] 


Naval  Fobcbs. 

Senate  : 

Distribution  of,  suffly,  1950 
Torpedo  Practice,  suffly,  4062 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Naval  Brigade,  Budget,  3271 
Training    of    Crews,  Budget,  1633;  m., 

7S"7;  ""8 
Questkms  by — 
Mr.  Bruce  Smith   as  to  torpedo  prac- 
tice, 3269,  34*1 
Mr.  Mathews  as  to  retiring  nge,  7116 
Mr.  Watktns  as  to  long  service  medals 
for  Naval  Brigade,  9953,  10462 

[See  Dbfkkci,  Naval.] 

NCttTHKBH  TmiTOBT. 

Senate : 

Defence  of,   suffly,    142;   address,  19D, 
939.  375.  381 

Houst  of  Repesentatives : 

Defence  of,  Budget,  2939;  suffly,  3450, 
3609 

Pknsiohs. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  cstabliA- 
ment  of  pensions  system,  11385 

Pbotecioi,  GtmBOAT. 
Senate  : 

Alterations  to,  suffly,  4043 
Cadet  Training,  address,  479 
Expenses  connected  with,  suffly,  12147 
Seaworthiness  of,  address,  390 
House  of  Refresentatives  T 
Repairs,  suffly,  3450 

RicGULATlOHS,  ROLES,  AMD  0KI»BS. 

Senate : 

Amendment  of,  snfflry  5860-2 
Number  of,  suffly,  10381 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  r^ols- 
tion  re  Australian  Ensign,  9192 

RiPOKTS. 

Senate: 

Inspector-General's  report,  suffly,  10373^ 

10384 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Bridget,  Colonel,  Report  on  Swiss  Sys- 
tem :  Ministerial  SUtement,  m.,  75W 
Gordon,    Brigadier-General,    Report  «• 
ammunition    and    small-arms  factory, 

adj.,  743  ,  , 

Hake,  Mr.,   Report  on  mannfactmc  of 

explosives,  m.,  7530 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Colonel 

Bridges*  report  op^  European  militaiy 

syitemi,  DSJ^fecl  by  V^OOglC 
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-eonHmti. 
CUBI. 

ti: 

owaacei,  suffly,  7545 

imuoition  for,   tuffiy,  1950 

penditure  00,  smfflyj  1949 

jketi;  CouiK,  ttf^y*  >o379 

imotkm  oi,  addrtsi,  391 

■ten  Atntnlian  CluH,  sufftyt  10380 

Eitiou  by— 

outor  Findley  m  to  Berrix^a  Club. 
a6i6,  5978 

enator  Pearce  as  to  f  rietioa  with  State 
ComDaodants»  6061,  6^94,  757a 

'■  of  KefresentaHves: 

raga  Rifle  Corps,  projected,  tufflfi 

99 

endtture  on  Budget,  1633 ;  m.,  7539 ; 
ffly,  10113 

itterial  Statemeat,  m.,  75391  7533 
notion  of.  Budget,  3371 ;  suffly,  4037, 
50,  loiaa 

•ray  fares,  luffty,  3451,  3453 
ora,  tuffly^  loras 

itioos  by — 

r.   Salmon    as  to  supply  of  rifles, 

t99S,  5337;  Mr.  McDougall,  iix^ 

r.  Pojmton    as  to  accommodatioa  at 

Port  Adelaide  Rifle  Ranges,  9585 

-  John  Quick    as  to  registri^ion  of 

Vest  Shelboume  Clab,  8^ 

.  Salmon   as  to  Competitions,  3995 

ICHBS. 


ioo  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  tents 
Sydney  matches,  5083;  by  Senator 
Iker,  5083,  5383,  6189 

>/  Xefr€senlatittts,' 

ions  by — 

Salmon  as  to  Women's  Exhibition 
ifle  Matches,  6673 

Salmon  as  to  Empire  Rifle 
batches,  11019  . 

Willis  as  to  prize  money,  Single- 
n  Rifle  Matches,  looSo 

CKS. 


ne,  suftlyj  4037-43.  "690 
!,  suffly.  10379 
rood,  suffly,  3q34 
Jiture  on,  suffly,  1 1689-90 
t,  suffly,  4044,  11697 
ick,  suffly,  3905 
ton,  suffly,  3934 
nstown,  tff^yj  11690 
>os  by — 

tor  Findley  as  to  Berringa  Range, 
iz 

tor  McColl  as  to  Kerang  Range, 
'4 

tor  Mulcahy  as  to  Sandy  Bay, 
ibart*  4143 


OtFBKX^ffniiMutd. 
Rifle  Rmges — continued. 
House  of  Refrestntativei: 

Brisbane,  tuffly,  3449,  3450 
Cairns,  tuffly,  3450 
Elwood,  suf«yy  3451 
Extension  ox,  subtly,  345a,  3456 
Ipswich,  tuffly,  3449 
North  Pinot  suffiy,  3450 
Parramatta,   suffly,   3450,   3451,  10091, 
loioa 

Ryde,  ioo92-3,  10102 
Telephones  for,  suffly.  3449 
Williamstown,  suffly,  3451 
Questions  by — 
Mr.     Bowden      as     to  Flemington 

(N.S.W.)  Range,  10609,  lo^SS 
Mr.  Jf.  H.  Catfs  as  to  mmiature  ranges, 
53»9 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook    as  to  Buffalo  Hill 

Range,  9009,  10701 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  supply  of  Morris 

tubes,  9478;  Mr.  Hedges,  9478 
Mr.    Mathews     as    to  ynUiamstown 

Range,  9581 
Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  Ulverstone  Range, 

2449 

Mr.  Poynton    a^  to  Adelaide  Ranges, 
95«5 

Mr.  Watkins   as  to  repairs  to  Adams- 

town  Range,  10077 
Mr.  'Willis     as   to   Singleton  Range, 

X0701 

Rirus. 
Stneie: 

Defective,  suffly,  9000 
Supply  of,  suffly.  3905 
Question  by  Senator  Neild    as  to  rifles 
for  cadets*  11319 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Cadet  rifles  and  spare  parts,  suffly,  3603, 
3610 

Manufacture   of,    suffly,    3680-3,  3736, 
5789.  5796 

Supply   of.    Ministerial   Statement,  m., 

7S«9-3o 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Palmer  as  to  supply  of,  1753 
Mr.   Salmon    as  to  supply   for  Rifie 
Clubs,   3995,   5237 ;   Mr.  McDougall, 
1 1158 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  supply  of,  9478 
Mr.  Watkins  as  to  re-boring  of,  9479 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  rifles  for  cadets,  6674, 
11930 

Signalling. 
Senate : 

Stations,  suffly,  3934 
House  of  Refresentativeti 

Stations,  suffly,  3604 

Staff,  Imperial  Genual. 
Senate  : 

Proposed  formation  of,  addrett^  to 


House  of  Refreseniaiivet: 
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Defchcb — cotUinued. 
Stores. 
House  of  Rffresentaiives: 

Director  of,  stiffly,  1811,  toiog 
[See  Contracts.] 
THi'DsnAY  IsuND.  [See  Miutakt  Fokces;  also 
"  Fortifications."] 

Training  Grounds. 

House  of  RefretetUatives: 
Bacchus  Marsh,  sufflf,  3453 
Langwarrio,  suffly,  345a 
Monaro,  suffly,  3010 
Nepean  Peninsular,   suf^y,   3452,  3453, 
3454 

Training,  HiUTARr. 
Senate  ; 

Co-.npulsory.  address.  374,  39,^ 
Necessity  for,  address,  ti 
Question  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Militaiy 
school,  Melbourne  University,  4143 

House  of  RefresetUatives: 
Miaisterial  Statement,  m.,  7528 
Necessity   for,   m.,   1282,  2236 ;  Budget, 

2937.  aqjg 

Question  by  Mr.  Page  as  to  training  camp 
at  Heidelberg  7248,  7297 

Tbanspobt. 
Senate : 

Waggons,  breakdown  of,  obs.,  7843-6 

Question  by  Senator  Bayers  as  to  break- 
down of  transport  waggons,  7704;  by 
Senator  Neild,  7704,  7752 

House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly  as  to  delays  in 
connexion  with  Knster  camps,  10484;  by 
Mr.  Crouch,  10484 

l^NIFORUS  AND  EQUIPMENT. 
Senate: 

Badges,  suffly,  5862 
Boots,  supply  of,  suffly,  5861,  587.S 
Contracts,    Western    Atutralia,  suffly, 
10380,  10384 

Great  Coats,  supnlv  of,  suffly,  ^862 
Infantry,  equipment,  suf^y,  10378 
Light    Horse,    equipment,    suffly,  3603, 

3905,  loogq 
Military  Forces,  equipment,  suffly,  lotyy], 

10117 

Officers'  uniforms,  expensiveness  of,  suf- 
fly. 10374,  10380-1 
Ket;uI.itions  as  to  militarv  clothing,  m.,  349 
Questions  by — 

Scriiitor  Crofl   as  lo  supply  of  belts  and 

other  leather  equipment,  9042 
Senator  de  1-argie    as  to  sweating  con- 
ditions in  manufacture  of  uniforms, 
5859,  6295 
Senator  McCiregor  as  to  cadet  uniforms, 
240:  Sen  itor  Ncedh-im,  11580 


D  EFENCE — c  ontinued. 
Uniforms  and  Equipment — continued. 
Questions  by— 

Senator  Needham  as*  to  military  saddles, 

10920 

Senator  Neild  as  to  supply  of  military 
boots,  9734,  9892-3 

Senator  Neild  as  to  cadet  uniforms  and 
equipment,  11219 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  contracts  for  uni> 
forms,  353 ;  Senator  Lynch,  354 ;  Sena- 
tor Needham,  9706,  11303 

House  of  Refreseniattves: 

Engineers'  equipment,  suffly^  3610 

Medical  Corps,  equipment,  suffly,  360^ 

National  Guard,  projected,  suggested  uni- 
form of,  m.,  7529 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  supply  of  boots,  9«:S 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  cost  of  officers'  uni- 
forms and  swords,  10401 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Australian  uniforms 
used  at  English  military  tournament. 
11056 

Mr.  Fairbaim  as  lo  equipment  •>( 
mounted  cadets,  9090 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  cadet  uniforms.  i\. 
192 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  badge  of  itlh  Lislii 
Horse,  883;  as  ts  uniforms  and  equi[> 
mcnt  of  senior  cadets,  11793 

Mr.  McWilliaros  as  to  cadet  head  cover- 
ings, 10 1 30 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  new  service  bridle, 
38S» 

Veterans. 

House  of  Refreseniativet : 
Questions  by — 
Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  provision  for 
veterans  of  wars,  6593,  9092,  ii70Jt 
I1920,  12040:  Mr.  Maloney,  6503;  Mr. 
Hutchison,  12040 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  treatment  of 
wounded  South  African  soldiers.  11791 

Voi  rxrERRS.    [See  Mii  rrARi '  I-'orhes.! 

Works  and  Biitdings. 
Senate : 

Store,  Darling  Island,  suffly,  3930 

Question  bv  Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  the 
Barrack  Reserve,  Hnbart,  «Sif 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Roat  Harbor,  Swan  Island,  suffly,  14^0 
Expenditure,  Details,  fuffly,  12191 
Uunceston  o^^i^l^cf  [>"y*Gt?^W« 


July  S,  1907,  U>  June  5,  2908. 
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DIVIBIONB. 

Senet*  : 

Adjoummeot,  m.,  387,  2963 
Adjoununeot,  special,  7790 
Australian  Industries  PrcKrvation  Bill, 
4914;  (tfM.,  proposed  new  section  15* 
(burden  ol  proof),  amdt.,  to  leave  out 
words  that  the  a:isessmenta  of  the  prosecu- 
tor 1^11  be  deemed  to  be  proved  in 
absence  of  ptouf  to  contrary,  4923;  that 
proposed  new  section  be  agreed  to,  4924 ; 
proposed  new  section  15*  (power  to  re- 
quire per&ons  to  uaswei  questions  and  pro- 
duce documents),  amdt.,  to  insert  words 
enabling  application  to  be  made  to  a 
Judge  for  leave  to  examine  persons,  5046; 
amdt.,  to  insert  "apply  ex  farie  to  a 
Judge  in  chambers  for  leave  to  examine," 
5ro6 

Bills  of  Exchange  Bill,  com.,  clause  100 
(protest  when  notary  not  accessible),  amdt,, 
to  leave  out  "  and  the  services  of  a 
notary  cannot  be  obtained,"  76^,  2418 ; 
clause  7  (st^mp  duty),  that  sub-clause  3 
stand  as  printed,  1973 ;  clause  81  (protec* 
tioD  of  banker),  3309 ;  new  clause  7A 
(validity  of  unstamped  bills),  2297;  new« 
clause  81A  (post-dated  '  cheques],  2399 

Bounties  Bill,  ai.,  amdt.,  that  a  system  of 
agricultural  education  should  t>e  estab- 
lisbed,  3765;  com.,  clause  9  (regulations) 
on  paragraph  A.,  2863;  on  paragraph  C, 
2864 ;  on  paragraph  d.,  3864 ;  that  progress 
be  reported,  2963 ;  (New  Zealand  flax),3i58 ; 
(flax  and  hemp),' 3158;  (jute),  3267;  (mo- 
hair), 3394;  (copra),  340s;  (rice),  requert 
to  increase  the  bounty,  3487 ;  that  the  item 
be  agreed  to,  3480;  (rubber),  3577;  (ooffee), 
3722,  3735 ;  tobacco  leaf,  to  leave  out 
words  "duality  to  be  prescribed,"  4363; 
on  item  tobacco  leaf,  4262;  (&sh),  4276; 
lit.,  to  recommit,  4840;  reeam.  (copra), 
4840;  (coffee),  4841,  4896;  (tobacco  leaf), 
4908;  eons,  amdts.  (copra),  6412;  (to- 
bacco leaf),  6412 

Commoowealtb  Salaries  Bill,  2K.,  878;  com., 
clause  3  (taxation),  amdt..  to  insert  "be- 
fore and"  before  "after,"  1045;  amdt., 
to  leave  out  word   "  allowances,"  1054 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
3S.,  m.,  that  the  debate  be  adjourned, 
547» 

Excise  Procedure  Bill,  com.,  new  clause 
4d  (exclusion  of  counsel  or  solicitor), 
amdt.,  to  leave  out  word  "or,"  5138;  to 
insert  the  word  "  agent,"  5138 

Excise  Tariff  Bill,  com.,  (schedule)  glucose, 
request  to  make  the  duty  on  confectionery 
containing,  2d.  per  pound,  10040 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com., 
clause  15  (age  of  women  pensioners), 
amdl.f  to  insert  "upon  the  passing  of  a 
joint  address  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament," 12037 

Judiciary  Bill,  ait.,  that  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed, 861 :  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  87S;  com.,  clause  3  (matter 
in  which  jurisdiction  of  High  Court  is 
exclasive),  that  the  clause  stand  as  printed, 
942;  new  cladse,  7A  (special  leave  to  ap- 
peal). f)S4 


VISIONS — continued. 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  3R.,  amdt.,  that  the  Bill  should  be 
withdrawn,  pending  agreement  with  South 
Australia.  1364 ;  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time,  1376;  com,,  clause  2  (survey), 
amdt..  to  require  the  formal  consent  of 
the  South  Australian  Parliament,  1502 ; 
amdt..  to  require  an  additional  Act  for 
further   expenditure,    1513;   311.,  1704 

Linotype  operators,  m.,  5406 

London  Offices,  on  proposed  vote  for,  4083 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  aR.,  2110; 
eom..  clanse  1  {title),  amdt.,  to  make  (he 
Bill  come  into  operation  »ixty  davs  after 
the  meeting  of  the  next  Parliameo't,  2117; 
3«-.  2194 

Parliamentary    Papers    Bill,    3R.,  12130 
Privilege  :  Select  Committee  on  Procedure, 

M.,    IOOI3,  10260 

Promotions  in  Customs  Department,  m., 
that  a  paper  be  printed,  137 

Public  Service,  List  of  Officers,  that  a 
paper  be  printed,  8228 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.,  clause  13  (prohibi- 
tion of  removal  of  animals,  plants,  or 
goods  from  any  State  or  part  of  the 
Commonwealth),  amdt.,  to  add  proviso 
that  prohibition  should  not  extend  to  re- 
moval from  one  part  of  a  State  to  aiiv 
other  part  of  same  State,  5493;  clause  59 
(liability  of  owners),  amdt..  to  make 
owners  liable  for  oae  half  cost  in  case  of 
passengers,  and  whole  cost  in  case  of 
crew,  6088;  on  the  clause,  6088.  clause  75 
(vaccination),  amdt.,  to  exempt  persons 
having  conscientious  objections,  6225 

Senate  :  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  mfUy, 
request  to  reduce  salary  by  j^r,  10390 

Supply  BiinNo.  2).  com.,  clause  2  (appro- 
priation), request  to  reduce  amount  bv 
one-third,  1947 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  2«.,  11903;  com.. 
clause  I  (commencement),  amdt.,  to  make 
Bill  come  into  operation  on  ist  July, 
1908,  11907;  clause  4  (trust  accounts), 
amdt.,  to  insert  "after  ist  July,  iqoS  " 
ri909  ^ 

Transport  Wjiggons,  breakdown  of,  m.,  that 
a  paper  be  printed,  7846 

Tariff,  com.,  item  la,  wine,  sparkling,  request 
to  moke  the  duty  "24s.  per  gallon,  7628;  to 
make  the  duty  30s.  per  gallon,  7631 ;  to 
make  the  duty  iss.  per  gallon,  7631 ;  item 

18,  tobacco  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  duty  3s.  3d.   per  pound,  7645;  item 

19,  tobacco,  unmanufactured,  but  entereil 
to  be  locally 

manufactured  into  tobacco 
or  cigarettes,  unstemmed,  to  make  the 
duty  IS.  gd.  per  pound,  7649;  item  22, 
cigar  tobacco,  immanofoctured,  to  make 
the  duty  2S.  per  pound,  7651 ;  item  33A, 
homed  cattle,  to  leave  out  the  item,  -655 ; 
item  33B,  sheep,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7656;  item  3^c,  pigs,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7657  ;  ilem  33D,  horses,  to  leave  out  the  item, 
7658;  item  34,  sago  and  tapioca,  to  make 
the  item  free,  7666;  item  35,  biscuits,  to 
make  the  item  free,  7680;  to  make  the 
duty  id.  per  pound,  7684 ;  item  36,  laun- 
dry blue,  to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound, 
7695;  to  make  the  ^yT.UjWli<V  poMd, 
7695;  to  lii^ttbethiByM^PQgK^r  pound 
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DiTisiOHs — eontinued. 

(United  Kingdom),  7697;  item  39,  but- 
ter and  cheese,  to  make  the  item  fiee, 
7709;  item  40A,  candles,  paroffine  wax, 
to  make  the  duty  (General  Tariff),  1^. 
per  pound,  7709;  item  43,  stearine, 
paraffioe  wax,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty  ^d. 
pel  pound,  7720;  item  45A,  confectionery 
n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  ad.  per  pound 
(General  Tariff),  7740;  to  make  the  duty 
a^d.  per  pound,  ^741 ;  to  make  the  duty 
ad.  per  pound  (United  Kingdom),  JlAii 
to  make  the  duty  3d.  per  pound  (United 
Kingdom),  7746;  item  45F,  cocoa  butter, 
to  make  the  duty  1^.  per  pound  (General 
Tariff),  7747 ;  item  46c,  liquorice,  to  make 
the  duty  2d.  per  pound,  7757;  to  insert 
words  "  except  for  medicinal  purposes," 
7761 ;  item  47,  coffee,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7780;  item  47B,  coffee  and  chicory, 
to  make  the  duty  5a.  per  pound,  778a;  item 

53,  fish,  to  insert  vrords  *'  smoked  or  pre- 
served by  cold  process,"  7808;  item  S3Q/ 
fresh  New  Zealand  blue  cod,  7808;  item 

54,  fruits,  dried,  that  the  item  be  post, 
poned,  7828 ;  item  54A,  currants,  to  make 
the  duty  2d.  per  pound,  9948;  item  548, 
dates,  to  make  the  duty  ad.  per  pound, 
9949 ;  item  56,  fruit,  citrus,  to  make  the 
duty  id.  per  pound,  7831 ;  item  57,  ginger, 
that  the  item  be  free,  7833 ;  item  58,  peel, 
preserved,  to  make  the  duty  2d.  per 
pound,  7835 ;  item  59,  bananas,  to  make 
the  item  free,  7872 ;  item  60,  vege- 
tables, n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  is. 
per  cental,  7873;  item  61,  vegetables, 
dried,  to  make  the  item  free,  ^^^$^\  to 
make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  7880;  to  make 
the  duty  15  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
7880;  item  fiiA,  herbs,  dried,  to  make  tbe 
duty  4d.  per  pound,  7883;  to  make 
the  duty  4d.  per  jMJund  (United  King- 
dom), 7883;  item  6a,  onions,  to  make  the 
item  free,  788S;  item  63,  potatoes,  to 
make  the  item  free,  7888;  item  650,  corn- 
flower, to  make  the  good*  free,  7906; 
to  make  the  duty  ^d.  per  pound,  7914; 
to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound,  7914 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom)',  id. 
per  pound,  7918;  item  65CC,  oatmeal,  that 
the  goods  be  free,  7920;  that  (he  duty 
be  a*,  per  cental,  7920 ;  item  67,  hajr  and 
chaff,  to  make  the  duty  is.  per  cwt., 
7944;  item  68,  straw,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7944;  item  69,  honey,  jams,  &c., 
to  make  the  duty  ijfd.  per  pound,  7945; 
to  leave  out  the  preferential  duty,  7946; 
to  make  the  diity  (United  Kingdom^,  id. 
per  pound,  7947 ;  item  70,  hops,  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  4d.  per 
pound,  7947 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom],  5d.  per  pound,  7949;  item  75, 
arrowroot,  to  make  the  item  free,  7950; 
to  make  the  dut^  id.  per  pound,  7955; 
item  76,  macaroni,  to  make  the  item  free, 
7956 ;  item  77,  malt,  to  make  the  duty 
<United  Kingdom),  5s.  per  cratal*  7956; 
item  78,  malt  extract,  to  make  tbe  item 
free,  7960 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  id.  per  pound,  7960 ;  item 
79A,  matches  and  vestas,  to  make  the  item 
free,  7972 ;  to  make  the  duty  6d.  per 
gross  boxes,  7998;  to  make  the  duty  is. 
6d.  per  grou,  7999;  to  make  the  duty 
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(United  Kingdom),  is.  per  gross,  8008 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  9d. 
per    gross,   8008;    item    80A,    fresh  or 
smoked  meats,  to  make  tbe  duty  id.  per 
pound,   8011;   item   80B,   potted  or  con- 
centrated meats,  to  make  the  goods  free, 
8013;  to  make  the  duty   20   per  caiL, 
8013 ;   to  make   the   duty   (United  King- 
dom), ao  per  cent.,  8013;  item  8(^,  meat 
preserved    by    cold    process,    to  insert 
"poultry  and  game,"  8018;   item  83AI, 
milk,  preserved,  sweetened,  to  make  the 
duty  lid.  per  pound,  8025;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  id.  per  pound, 
8025 ;    item    84,    mustard    seed,    that  the 
goods  be  free,  8030;  item  85,  mustard, 
that  the  goods  be  free,  8031 ;  to  make 
the  duty  ad.   per  pound,  8031 ;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  ad.  per  lb., 
8031;  item  88*  oilmen's  stores,  to  make 
the  goods  free,  8045;  to  make  the  duty 
15  per  cent.,  8046;  item  88a.  invalids' 
diabetic    food,   to   leave   out   tbe  word 
"  diabetic,"     8058;     to     leave    out  the 
words   "  not  manufactured    in  the  Com- 
monwealth," 8062;  item  niB,  isinglass,  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom)  10  per 
cent.,  S065;  item  93B,  curry,  to  make  the 
duty  25  per  cent.,  8066;  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,   8066;  to  make  tbe  duty 
(United  Kingdom)  20  per  cent.,  8066;  item 
94A,  rice,  unclcaned,  to  make  the  goods 
free,  80S2 ;  to  make  the  duty  is.  6d.  per 
cental,  So8^ ;  to  make  the  duty  as.  4d.  per 
cental,  8o86j  item  94c,  rice,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  duty  4s.  3d.  per  cental,  8088;  item  95, 
salt,  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdmn) 
10  per  cent.,  80S8;  item  96B,  salt,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  las.  6d.  per  ton,  8095; 
item  looA,  toilet  soap,  to  make  the  duty 
(United     Kingdom),     20     per    cent,  or 
3d.  per  pound,  8097;  item  looB,  soap,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  ao  per  cent.,  8098;  tb 
make  the  dut^  (United  Kingdom!,  to  per 
cent.,  8098;  item  lorA,  apices,  unground, 
to  make  the  goods  free,  8098;  item  loiB. 
spices,  ground,  to  make  the  duty  2d.  per 
pound,  8099 ;  item  104B,  potato  flour,  to 
make  the  duty  jd.  per  pound,  8ioa ;  item 
104B,  tapioca  flour,  to  make  the  duty 
per   pound,    8ioa ;    item    105A,    tea,  in 
packets,  to  make  the  goods  free,  8114; 
to  reduce  size  of  packets  from  ao  pounds 
to  5  pounds,  8116;  to  make  the  duty  |d. 
per  psund,  8116;  item  ia3A,  piece  gocwlsi 
woollen  or  containing  wool,  to  leave  out 
words,   "  and   rubbered  waterproof  clotb 
of  any  material,"  8126;  to  make  the  duty 
20  per  cent.,  8134;  to  make  tbe  doty  15 
per  cent.,  8149;  to  make  tbe  duty  (United 
Kingdom).  20  per  cent.,  8149;  item  123B, 
piece  goods,  woollen  or  containing  wtm, 
to  insert  words,  "  not  containing  silk  or 
having    silk    worked    thereon,"   8164  to 
leave  out  the  words  "  women's  and  child- 
ren's dress  goods,"  8i?o;  to  leave  out 
ounces  and  substitute       ounces,  8178;  to 
make  the  dutv  10  per  cent.,  StSi;  item 
133D,  piece  goods,  velvets,  ftc.  to  make 
the  goods  free,  8187;  item  ra^E,  cotton, 
linen,  and  other  piece  goods,  &c.,  to  make 
the  ^oods  free.  S1S8;  item    la^Q.  rub- 
bered waterpro?S^jf^e$Ib^,ift3i@@^tedoty 
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30  per  cent.,  8194;  item  106,  apparel  and 
attire,  wootlea  or  silk,  to  make  the  duty 
35  per  cent.,  8208;  to  make  the  duty  35 
per  cent.,  8209 ;  item  106B,  corsets,  to 
make  the  goods  free,  8210;  to  make  tbe 
duty  15  per  cent.,  Saio;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom)  10  per  ceaL,  8ait; 
item  107,  apparel  and  attire,  n.e.i.j  to  make 
the  duty  30  per  cent.,  Saia;  to  make  the 
duty  40  per  cent.,  8316;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom)  35  per  cent,, 
8316;  item  1 10,  feathers,  to  make  the 
duty  25  per  cent.,  8217;  item  112,  bags  and 
sacks,  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom) 10  per  cent.,  8217 ;  item  114, 
blankets,  flannels,  &c.,  to  insert  after 
"  flannels "  **  whether  plain,  f  ancy,  or 
printed,'*  8232;  to  make  the  duty  20  per 
cent.,  8238 ;  to  make  the  duty  22^  per 
ceut.,  8249;  to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent., 
8253;  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom) 
25  per  cent.,  8260;  item  115,  carpels,  &c.,  to 
maicc  Soor  cloths  free,  8272 ;  to  make  the 
item  free,  8273;  to  make  tbe  duty  10  per 
cent.,  8275;  item  116,  coir  mats,  to  make 
the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8277;  item  117, 
cosies,  cushions,  &c.,  to  insert  after 
"quilts,"  "sewn  and  padded,"  8280;  to 
leave  out  "  table  covers "  and  "  counter- 
panes," 8283 ;  to  make  the  duty  i  <;  per 
cent.,  8286;  to  make  the  duty  17^  per 
cent.,  8287;  item  118,  curtains  and  blinda, 
to  make  the  eoods  free,  8289;  item  iigA, 
furs,  being  apparel  and  attire,  to  make 
the  duty  25  per  cent.,  8391;  item  1198, 
fur  and  other  skins,  n.e.i.,  to  make  Uie 
duty  ro  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
8392;  item  119C,  hatters'  fur,  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  10  percent.,  8292  ; 
item  laoA,  gloves,  to  amend  tbe  item  by 
leavinjg  out  "men's  gloves  of  all  kinds  and 
materials,"  and  inserting  **  gloves,  being 
harvesting,  driving,  housemaids',  and  gar- 
dening,"' 8395;  to  make  the  goods  free, 
8295 ;  item  io3B,  gloves,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the 
goods  free,  8297 ;  item  i3(A,  wool  felt 
bats,  to  make  the  duty  on  an  ad  valorem 
basis,  8319;  to  make  the  duty  12s.  per 
dot.,  8319 ;  to  make  the  duty  168.  per 
doK.,  or  35  per  cent.,  whichever  rate  re- 
turns the  higher  duty,  8319-20;  item  laiB, 
fur  felt  hats,  to  make  the  duty  25s.  per 
doz.,  or  35  oer  cent.,  8330;  item  123, 
parasols,  sunshades,  and  umbrellas,  to 
make  tbe  duty  20  per  cent.  (United  King- 
dom), S326;  item  134,  waddings  and  cotton 
wool,  to  insert  after  wool,  "n.e.i.,"  8331; 
to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent.,  8333;  'tem 
132,  socks  and  stockings  of  all  kinds,  to 
leave  out  the  words  "of  all  kinds,"  8338; 
to  make  tbe  duty  on  socks  and  stockings, 
woollen,  or  containing  wool,  20  per  cent., 
8338;  'item  133A,  tents,  tarpaulins,  sails, 
and  flags,  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom)  10  per  cent.,  8347;  item 
133B,  Sags  and  banners,  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom)  15  per  cent., 
8347 ;  item  136,  artificial  plants,  flowers, 
&c.,  to  make  the  duty  35  per  cent.,  8352; 
item  137,  wigs,  &c.,  to  change  the  form 
of  the  item  83^4 ;  item  330,  blacking, 
ftc,  to  make  the  duty  as  per  cent.,  8367 ; 
to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent.,  8368;  to 
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make  the  duty  35  per  cent.,  8368;  item 
>3t,  graphite  or  plumbago,  to  make  tbe 
goods  free,  8373;  to  make  the  duty  5  per 

cent.,  8373;  to  make  the  duty  topercent., 
8374 ;  to  make  the  duty  is  per  cent., 
8374 ;  item  232,  bronzing  and  metal 
powders,  to  make  the  goods  free,  8376 ; 
Item  333A,  greases,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  in  packages  not  exceeding  4  pounds  in 
weight,"  8383 ;  to  make  the  goods  free. 
8385 ;  item  334A,  oils,  quarter  pints  and 
smaller  sizes,  to  make  tbe  duty  9d.  per 
doz.,  8388;  item  334(1),  oils,  castor,  linseed, 
colza,  to  make  the  duty  is.  per  ji^allon, 
8389;  item  a34J],  oils,  lubricating 
mineral,  to  make  the  duties,  on  issue  of 
proclamation  (General  Tan'fT),  4d.  (United 
Kingdom),  3}  per  gallon,  8414;  item  334K, 
oils,  mineral,  to  make  the  duty  3d.  per 
gallon,  8417;  to  make  the  duty  ad.  per 
gallon,  8417 ;  item  a34L,  solar  and  residual 
oils,  to  insert  the  word  "  crude "  be- 
fore the  word  "  residual,"  8440:  to 
make  the  duty  id.  per  gallon,  8444 ; 
item  236A,  paints  and  colours,  ground  in 
liquid,  to  make  tbe  duty  4s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  8453 ;  to  make  tbe  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  4s.  per  cwt.,  845s ; 
item  3368,  paints  and  colours,  pre- 
pared for  use,  to  make  the  duty  6s.  9d. 
per  cwt.,  8456;  to  make  the  duty  6s.  per 
cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  841^7;  item  236D, 
colours,  dry,  to  make  the  duty  3s.  3d.  per 
cwt.  or  20  per  cent.,  whicbever  rate  returns 
the  higher  duty,  8461 ;  to  make  the  duty 
3s.  6d.  per  cwt.  (United  Kingdom),  8469;^ 
item  336E,  dry  white  lead,  to  make  the 
duty  2S.  3d.  per  cwt.,  8470;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  as.  per  cwt., 
8471 ;  item  236G,  barytes,  to  make  the 
duty  2S.  per  cwt.,  8472 ;  item  238,  liquid 
removers  of  paint,  to  make  the  goods  free, 
8473;  item  339.  blacks,  ftc,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "ultramarine  blue,"  8476;  to 
make  the  item  free,  8478;  item  247^,  fire 
and  glazed  bricks,  ftc,  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,  2481;  item  a53B,  tumblers, 
globes,  ftc,  to  make  the  duty  ^General 
Tariff),  35  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom), 
35  per  cent.,  8493;  item  260,  bottles,  on  a 
request  to  leave  out  the  word  "  hlled " 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  '^containing 
goods  not  subject  to  ad  val.  duty,"  amdi., 
to  leave  out  "  ad  val.,"  8498;  item 
260C,  bottles  over  10  ounces,  to  make  the 
duty  per  dozen,  i^d.,  8500 ;  item  260E, 
bottles  over  60  ounces  fluid  capacity 
(General  Tariff),  25  per  cent.  (United 
Kingdom)  20  per  cent.,  amdi.,  to  leave 
out  "25"  and  insert  "15,"  and  to  leave 
out  "20"  and  insert  "10,"  8501;  to  in- 
sert "  30 "  and   "  15,"  8502 ;   item  361A, 

flue,  to  make  the  duty  3d.  per  pound, 
514;  to  make  the  duty  Jd.  per  |>ound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  id.  per  pound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  t^d.  per  [ound, 
8516;  to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom), 
id.  per  lb'.,  8516;  item  262,  printing 
roller  composition,  to  make  the  duty 
25  per  cent.,  8527  j  to  make  the  duty 
30  per  cent.,  8527 :  to  make  the 
duty    (UniteJ^.  K^in^<^^^f^r  cent.. 
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iJi  VISIONS — continued.  D: 
8537 ;    item    264,    slate    slabs,    &c.,  to 
make   the  duty    (Uoitetl    Kingdom),  10 
per  cent.,  8528;    item  marble,  un- 

WFOaght,  to  make  the  item  free,  8546; 
item  stone  and  marble,    slabs  or 

scantlings,  to  make  the  item  free,  8548; 
to  make  the  duly  10  per  cent.,  8548;  item 
36SCC,  to  make  slabs  over  4  feet  by  2 
feet  square,  free,  8550 ;  item  268c,  to 
make  the  duty  [United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,  8550;  item  268U,  stone  and  marble, 
wrought,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  40  per 
cent.,  8551 ;  to  make  the  duty  35  per 
cent.,  855);  (o  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  8553;  item 
140A,  iron,  plate  and  sheet,  corru. 
gated,  galvanized,  to  make  the  duty 
158.  per  tofl,  8567;  to  make  the  duty  20s. 
per  ton,  S567 ;  to  make  the  duty  25s.  per 
ton,  8567;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  15s.  per  ton,  8567;  item 
141A,  oil  lamps,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty 
20  per  cent.,  8570;  item  141c,  lamp  and 
gas  stoves,  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  10  per  cent.,  8570;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent., 
8570 ;  item  143,  sheet  lead  and  lead  pip- 
ing, to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom), 
15s.  per  ton,  8523 ;  item  144,  mangles, 
ftc,  to  make  the  duty  i.^  per  cent.,  8574; 
item  145,  agricultural,  borticultnral,  and 
viticultural  machinery  and  implements, 
n.c.i.,  to  make  the  item  free,  8576;  to 
make  the  duty  10  per  cent.,  8577;  item 
agricultural  machinery,  &c.,  to  make 
the  item  free.  8588;  item  1526,  to  insert 
the  words,  "sheep  shearing  machines,  not 
including  the  flexible  shafting  or  any  part 
above  it,"  8598;  item  153,  cutlery,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  item  free,  8598;  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.,  8599;  to  make  the 
duty,  15  per  cent.,  8599;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom)  10  per  cent.,  8599; 
item  t56A,  horseshoe  nails,  to  make  the 
duty  5s.  per  cwt.,  8603;  to  make  the 
duty  6«.  per  cwt.,  8606;  to  make  the  duty 
7s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  8606;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  6s.  per  cwt.,  8607; 
item  156B,  brads,  picture  rails,  ftc,  to 
make  toe  duty  3s.  per  cwt. ,8611;  tomake  ' 
the  duty  4s.  per  cwt.,  8613 ;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  4s.  per  cwt., 
8612;  item  157,  tanks,  to  make  the  duty 
for  every  100  gallons  capacity,  3s.,  8619; 
item  158,  weighing  machines,  &c.,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8624;  to  make  the  duly 
10  per  cent.,  8624;  to  make  the  duty  15 
per  cent.,  8624;  to  make  the  duly  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  8634:  item  iS9i 
adding  and  computing  machines, &c.,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8635 ;  item  160A,  motive 
power  machinery,  to  insert  the  words, 
"hot-air  engines,"  8629;  to  insert  the 
words,  "high-speed  reciprocating  engines, 
coupled  with  generators  or  dynamo  electric 
machines,"  8644 ;  to  insert  words.  "  to  be 
used  in  industrial  enterprises,"  8653 ;  to 
insert  words,  "  to  be  used  in  mines." 
S653 ;  to  insert  the  words,  "  water  tube 
boilers."  8656 ;  item  160B.  motive  power 
machinery,  (o  make  the  t'utv  ti^  per 
cent.,  8660;    to  make  the  duty   15  per 
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cent.,  8660 ;  to  make  the  duty  (Untied 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  8661  ;  item  i6f, 
locomotives,  traction  and  portable  engines, 
to  insert  words  to  make  the  duty  operate 
on  issue  of  proclamation,  S662;  to  make 
the  duty  12^  per  cent.,  8663;  to  make  the 
duty  IS  per  cent.,  8664;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent., 
8665;  item  162A,  engines,  n.e.i.,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8671;  item  i63BB,  fans  for 
mines,  to  make  the  item  free,  8693 ;  lo 
make  the  duty  on  fans  for  mines  and 
factories,  5  per  cent.,  8695 ;  item 
162B,  machines  and  machinery,  o.e.i.,  to 
make  the  duty  12^  per  cent,  8695;  to 
make  the  duty  15  per  cent.,  8696;  tomake 
the  duty  20  per  cent.,  86qi6 ;  item  165AA, 
machinery  and  parts  used  in  manufacture 
of  libroug  materials,  to  make  the  item 
free,  8719;  item  r65A,  machines,  n.e.i.. 
to  make  the  duty  to  per  cent.,  8719;  t« 
make  the  dut^  (United  Kingdom),  10  per 
cent.,  8730;  item  169,  mixed  metal  ware 
and  plated  ware,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty 
20  per  cent.,  8723 ;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  8723 ; 
item  170A,  manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  3o  per  cent.,  8740;  lo 
make  the  duly  30  per  cent.,  8756 ;  to 
make  imports  from  the  United  Kiogdon 
free,  8756;  to  make  the  duty  om 
them  t  per  cent.,  8757 ;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  KingdtHu),  2  per  cent., 
8757 ;  to  make  the  duly  (United  King- 
dom), 25  per  cent..  8761 ;  item  170*, 
articles  made  entirely  of  aluminium,  for 
household  use,  to  make  the  item  free, 
8762;  item  171,  saws,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the 
item  free,  8763;  item  173,  type,  to  make 
the  duty  10  per  cent.,  8772 ;  to  make 
the  duty  ij  per  ceuL,  8772 ;  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  ti;  per  eeot., 
8772;  item  174,  fire  extinguishers,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8775 ;  to  make  the  duty 
10  per  cent.,  8775 ;  lo  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent.,  8776 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  15 
per  cent.,  8776;  item  175A,  screws  with 
nuts,  to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent., 
8780;  to  make  the  duty  20  per  cent., 
8780;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 10  per  cent.,  8780 ;  item  1760, 
rotary,  and  percussive  rock  drills,  to  make 
the  duty  5  per  cent.,  8705 ;  item  176c, 
coal -cutting  machines,  to  make  the  item 
free.  8-'q7 ;  item  I77A.  dynamo  electric 
machines,  up  to  capacity  of  500  horse- 
power, lo  leave  out  "500,"  8803;  lo 
insert  instead  of  "  500,"  the  figure  "  i." 
8808 ;  to  insert  "  10."  8Sto ;  to  make 
the  item  free,  881a;  to  make  the  duty 
10  per  cent.,  8810T  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  8811 ; 
item  177B,  dynamo  electric  machines,  over 
capacity  of  ^00  horse-power,  lo  make  the 
item  free,  8811 ;  item  177C,  regulatiBg 
apparatus  for  electrical  purposes,  to  make 
the  item  free,  8870 ;  item  177D,  electric 
apparatus  and  fittings,  to  make  the  item 
free,  8871  ;  item  177K,  electric  heating 
and  cooking  appliances,  to  make  the  item 
free,  8877;    to   make  tjie  duty  ao  per 
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cent.,  8885 ;  item  177F,  electric  fittiags, 
not  containing  metal,  to  leave  out  the 
words,  "  to  be  dutiable  according  to  ma- 
teriat,"  8887 ;  item  178A,  electroliersi 
gasaliers,  &c.,  to  make  the  duty  30  per 
cent.,  9045;  to  make  the  duty  25  per 
cent.,  9045;  to  make  the  duty  22^  per 
cent.,  9049;  item  178B,  gar  meters,  to 
make  the  duty  25  per  cent.,  9051 ;  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom)  ao  per 
cent.,  9051 ;  item  178BB,  incandeicent  fila- 
ment and  vapour  lamps,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9059;  item  178BB,  telephones,  switch 
boards  and  applianres,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9061;  item  17SC,  electrical  and  gas 
appliances,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  duty  17^ 
per  cent.,  9062 ;  item  180,  rails,  to  make 
rails  free,  9071  ;  to  make  the  duty  la^ 
per  cent.,  9072 ;  to  make  the  duty  20 
per  cent.,  9073;  item  181,  iron  pipes, 
to  make  the*  duty  45s.  per  ton, 
9085 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 35s.  per  ton,  9086;  item  186,  wire 
netting,  to  make  the  item  free,  9168;  item 
189,  plates,  sheets,  pipes  and  tubes  of 
any  metal,  to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent., 
9170 ;  item  190,  antimony,  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.,  917a;  item  217,  stan- 
dards,  ftc,  to  make  the  duty  17^  per 
cent.,  9183;  item  373A,  vinegar,  to  make 
the  daty  4d.  per  gallon,  9338;  item  375, 
carbonate,  anhydrous,  muriate,  ftc,  to 
make  muriate  of  ammonia  free,  9341 ; 
to  make  the  duty  on  muriate  of  am- 
monia, 5  per  cent.,  9245;  to  make  the 
duty  on  the  item  10  per  cent.,  9347; 
item  276,  carbonic  acid  gas,  to  make 
the  item  free,  q256 ;  to  make  the 
dotv  per  lb.  i^.,  9356;  item  277. 
carbide  of  calcium,  to  insert  new 
paragraph  making  duty  operative  on 
issue  of  proclamation,  9267 ;  to  make  the 
duty  10  per  cent.,  9269 ;  item  278A, 
salicylic  acid,  ftc,  to  make  the  duty  ao 
per  cent.,  9a7i ;  to  make  the  duty  '  t$ 
per  cent.,  9371 ;  item  3780,  saccharin,  to 
make  the  duty  tss.  per  pound,  9373 ; 
to  make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  aos. 
per  pound,  9373 ;  to  leave  out  words, 
"  saponaceous  mixture  of  creosote," 
9274;  item  a8i,  naphthaline,  to  make  the 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent., 
9275 ;  item  284B,  insecticides  and  disin- 
fectants, to  make  the  duties  (General 
Tariff),  25  per  cent.,  (United  Kingdom), 
per  cent.,  9292;  item  292,  medicines, 
to  make  the  duty  10  per  cent.,  9294; 
to  make  (he  item  free,  9294 ;  to  make 
the  (lulv  (United  Kingdom),  5  per  cent., 
9295 ;  to  make  the  duly  (United  King- 
dom), 10  per  cent,,  9295 ;  item  295, 
perfumery,  to  make  the  duty  2^  per 
cent.,  9295 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,  9295;  item 
395B,  petroleum  jelly,  to  insert  "  in 
packages  containing  not  less  than  3  cwt., 
free,"  0206;  item  aon.  furniture,  n.e.i.. 
to  make  the  rtutv  fTTnited  Kingdom),  30 
per  cent.,  q^Ba ;  item  300c,  chairs,  of 
wicker,  bamlxX)  or  cane,  to  make  the 
dnties  (General  Tariff),  7s.  6d.  or  45  per 
cent.  (United  Kingdom),  6s.    gd.,  or  40 


Divisions — continued. 

per  cent.,  9387 ;  item  303A,  timber,  un> 
dressed,  to  make  the  item  free,  9454 ; 
to  make  the  duty  is.  per  too  super, 
feet,  9461 ;  item  303B,  New  Zealand  pine, 
to  make  the  duty  is.  per  100  feet,  9465; 
item  303B1,  to  insert  new  paragraph  rt 
timber  undressed  and  New  Zealand  pine, 
imposing  duties,  "as  soon  as  it  is  certified 
to  Parliament  by  the  Minister,  that 
similar  timber  fitted  for  the  requirements 
of  local  industries  can  be  produced  in 
the  Commonwealth  in  sufficient  quantities," 
9467 ;  item  303D,  timber  in  sizes  less  than 
7  in.  X  a^  in.,  to  insert  new  paragraph 
Di,  imposing  dulv  of  is.  per  100  feet 
00  timber  in  sizes  less  than  7  ft.  6  in. 
by  10  in.  by  2|  in.  for  door  stocks,  0470; 
to  make  the  duty  on  item  303D1.  is.  6d. 
per  100  feet,  1:147 ) ;  to  make  the  duty 
as.,  9473 ;  item  303N,  prepared  hubs,  to 
leave  out  words,  *'  not  of  elm,"  9547 ; 
item  303T,  picture  and  ro&m  mouldings, 
to  make  the  duty  ao  per  cent.,  9553 ; 
item  303U,  br^om  stocks,  to  make  the 
item  free,  9555;  item  303Y,  elm  hubs,  to 
make  the  duty  is.  each,  9555 ;  item  303, 
to  insert  new  definition  of  "  superficial 
foot,"  9563 ;  to  insert  new  definition  of 
**  superficial  face,"  9563 ;  item  304, 
wicker,  bamboo,  and  cane)  to  make  the 
duty  45  per  cent.,  9570;  to  make  the 
dnty  30  per  cent.,  9571;  item  305,  basket- 
ware,  to  make  the  duty  45  per  cent. , 
9571 ;  to  make  the  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 30  per  cent.,  9572;  item  306,  wood, 
all  articles  made  of,  to  make  wood  tvpe 
and  printers'  wood  rules  free,  057.1: ;  to 
make  the  duty  on  wood  type  15  per 
cent.,  9576;  to  insert  words,  "also  boxes 
containing  cigars,"  9578;  to  insert  words, 
"  wood  rules  for  school  use,  free."  9580 ; 
item  309,  tool  handles,  unattached,  to 
insert  aftei  "  unattached,"  the  words, 
"including  adze  and  axe  handles,"  9638; 
to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent.,  9638 ; 
item  310,  adze,  axe,  scythe  and  bent- 
wood  handles,  insert  words,  '*  mxe 
handles,  free,"  9630;  item  311,  doors  of 
wood,  lo  make  the  duty  on  doors,  sizes  i  j 
inches  and  over,  each  38.  6(1.,  9640;  item 
31a,  photograph  frames,  &c.,  to  make 
the  duty  ao  per  cent.,  9641;  item  315, 
buggy  shafts,  to  make  the  duty  3s.  6d. 
per  p.iir,  0641;  item  316,  shafts,  n.e.i., 
to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent..  9643 ; 
item  321,  shaft  bars,  to  make  the  dutv 
35  pci  cent.,  9643;  item  323,  casks,  Sec, 
n.e.i.,  to  insert  the  words  "  full  or," 
9644;  item  323,  hogsheads,  to  make  the 
duty  I2S.  each,  9648;  to  make  the  duty 
5s.  each,  9648 ;  item  325,  buckets  and 
tubs,  to  make  buckets  free,  9650;  item 
326,  fancy  goods,  to  make  the  item  free, 
9650;  to  mnke  the  dutv  ro  per  cent., 
9651 ;  to  make  the  duty  35  per  cent., 
9653 ;  to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent., 
9653 ;  item  343,  spectacle  cases,  to  make 
the  dutv  (United  Kingdom),  10  per  cent., 
9658;  item  344,  spectacles  and  spectacle 
frames  and  glasses  for  spectacle,  to 
make  the  item  free,  9661 ;  item  345,  boots 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


clri 


Index  to  Subjects. 


DJjnstOVS-— continued. 

ftod  shoei,  to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent, 
9663;  to  make  the  duty  00  iof ants'  sixes 
15  per  cent.,  9663;  item  347,  slipper 
forms,  to  leave  out  the  words,  "  and 
stuff,"  9664;  to  make  the  item  free,  9665; 
item  34S,  boots,  rubber,  to  make  the 
item  irce,  9665;  item,  349,  rubber  aod 
other  hose,  to  make  the  duty  15  per  cent., 
9670;  item  350,  rubber,  manufactures, 
n.e.t., '  to  insert  new  paragraph  B, 
"  surgical  bandages,  elastic  stockings," 
&c.,  free,  9671 ;  to  leave  out  the  word 
"  tyres,"    c)674 ;    item  leather,  to 

make  the  item  free,  9676 ;  to  make  the 
duty  15  per  cent.,  9677 ;  to  make  the 
duty  2d.  per  square  foot,  9678 ;  to  make 
the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  i^d.  per 
square  foot,  9678 ;  item  356A,  paper, 
manufactures  of,  to  make  the  d'ujj  4d. 
per  pound,  9681 ;  to  make  the  duty  6d. 
per  pound,  or  3;  per  cent.,  9682;  to 
make  the  duty  (United  KingdomJ,  4jd. 
per  pound,  or  30  per  cent.,  9682;  item 
356AI,  specimen  illustrations  and  prospec- 
tuses, &c.,  to  make  the  item  free,  9683; 
item  356C1  Australian  directories,  ftc,  to 
make  the  duty  (United  Kingdom),  per 
pound  6d.,  9744;  item  3567,  cartridge  and 
blotting  paper,  to  make  the  item  free, 
9746;  item  356K,  to  make  the  duty  is.  per 
cwt.,  9756;  to  make  the  duty  2s.  per  cwt., 
9757  i  it*ro  3s6m,  to  leave  out  the  words, 
"  cardboard,  pasteboard,"  9759 ;  to  make 
the  duties  on  cardboard  and  pasteboard,  ao 
per  cent,  and  15  per  cent.,  9762;  item 
356n,  millboard,  ftc,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9763 ;  item  356Q,  gummed  paper, 
to  make  the  duty  30  per  cent.,  9798; 
item  356AA,  writing  and  typing  paper, 
to  make  the  item  free,  9800;  item 
357B2,  matrices  for  stereotyping  pur- 
poses, to  make  the  duty,  for  every 
square  inch  over  13  inches,  id.,  9802; 
item  361,  ceramic  transfers  for  pottery, 
to  make  the  item  free,  9S06;  item  366, 
globes,  geographical,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9814;  item  372,  bicycles,  to  make 
the  duty  25s.  or  30  per  cent.,  "which- 
ever rate  returns  t.he  higher  duty,"  9821; 
item  380A,  vehicles,  to  make  the  duty 
on  Boston  chaises,  dog-carts,  &c.,  each 
las.,  9829;  item  380B,  buggies,  to 
make  the  duty  each  £g  18s.,  9830;  item 
384A,  pianos,  grand,  to  make  the  duty 
25  per  cent.,  9841 ;  to  make  the  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent.,  9481 ;  item 
384B,  pianos,  upright,  to  make  the  duty  35 
per  cent.,  9898;  to  make  the  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  9899;  item  391, 
filters,  to  make  the  item  free,  9901;  item 
392B,  oars  and  scuIU,  to  make  the  item 
free,  9903;  item  3958,  brushes,  to  make  die 
item  free,  9903;  item  397,  manures, 
to  insert  new  paragraph  a,  superphos- 
phates, per  ton  (General  Tariff),  los. 
United  Kingdom),  55.,  9916;  to  make  the 
duties  (General  Tariff),  5s.  (United  King- 
dom), free,  9917 ;  item  399,  fishing  nets, 
fltc.,  to  leave  out  words  "and  lines," 
9918;  to  make  the  item  free,  9919;  item 
400,  yam,  to  make  the  item  free,  9921; 
item  400E,  yam,  n.e.i.,  to  make  the  item 
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free,  9933;  item  408A,  small  ooiks,  to 
make  the  duty  is.  per  pound,  9936;  item 
409A,  explosives,  cartridges,  to  make  the 
item  free,  9937;  item  409c,  fuse,  to  make 
the  duty  per  coil,  id.,  9930;  item  410, 
lantern  slides,  &c.,  to  insert  the  words 
"stereoscopic  views,"  9935;  to  make  the 
duty  35  per  cent.,  9936;  item  437*  tuxgical 
appliances,  to  make  the  item  free,  9940; 
item  442,  surgical  and  dental  and  veteri- 
nary instruments,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"operating  tables,"  9943;  item  445,  goods 
which  have  been  passed  by  the  Customs 
and  subsequently  sent  out  of  the  Common- 
wealth for  repairs,  to  leave  oat  the  words 
"  upon  payment  of  dut^  on  the  dutiable 
value  only  of  any  repairs  or  additions  to 
the  goods,"  and  insert  the  word  "  free," 
9945;  item  447,  blankets  for  printing 
machines,  to  leave  out  the  words  "  when 
imported  with  the  n^achines  of  which  they 
form  a  necessary  working  part,"  &c., 
9947;  that  the  Bill  be  recommitted, 
10050,  10051 ;  m.f  to  suspend  Standing 
Orders  to  enable  a  message  from  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration without  the  Bill  being  returned 
to  the  Senate,  10841  ;  cons,  mei.,  item  21A, 
tobacco,  unstemmed,  10843  i 
10843;  item  36,  blue,  10845;  i**™  A'l 
stearine,  paraffine  wax,  &c.,  10854,  10855; 
item  67,  hay  and  chaff,  10867  '*  '^c™  ^5' 
mustard,  108^0;  item  105,  tea,  10932; 
item  1338,  piece  goods,  woollen,  10934; 
item  115,  carpets,  10926;  item  118,  cur- 
tains and  blinds,  10926;  item  laoA,  men's 
gloves,  10927;  item  laoB,  gloves,  n.e.i., 
10934;  item  143,  sheet  lead,  10936;  item 
153,  cutlery,  10937 !  item  i6aA,  palley 
blocks,  &c.,  10940;  item  176F,  rock<boring 
machines,  10943 ;  item  177A,  electrical 
machines,  10946;  item  1788,  gas  meters, 
10950,  11598,  116S8 ;  item  180,  steel 
sleepers,  10958 ;  item  205,  locks,  ioqt;Q : 
item  217,  standards,  steel  fencing,  ftc, 
10960 ;  item  33411.  oils,  11326 ;  item 
234JI,  oils,  lubricating,  mineral,  11229 ; 
item  234,  o,  kerosene,  1 1234 ;  item 
361  A,  glue,  11336;  item  361c,  gela- 
tine, 11236;  item  262,  printing  roller  com- 
position, 11336 ;  item  268,  stooe  and 
marble,  11337 ;  item  375,  ammonia. 
11338;  item  284,  insecticide,  11 341 ;  item 
^03\,  timber,  11253;  303B,  New  Zea- 

land pine,  112^4,  1 1600 ;  item  30  3D, 
timber,  undressed,  113^^;  item  ^oi  (defini- 
tion of  "superficial  foot").  11308,  11309, 
11607;  >*cin  3Sfic>  Australian  directories, 
Ac,  11314:  item  417,  works  of  art  (stained 
glass  windows),  11319,  11607;  item  427, 
surgical  appliances  n.e.i.,  11320;  m.,  to 
recommit  items        and  1^4,  11687 

Tobacco  Combine,  m.,  for  appointment  of 
Select  Committee,  ^06? 

Transport  Waggons,  breakdown  of,  m.,  tfaat 
a  paper  be  printed,  7846 

TJause  of  Refresenlaitves: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 
com.,  clause  4  (n;*-)  (burden  of  proof], 
amdt.,  to  insert  the  words  "  frimA  Jacie 
evidence  of  the  statements  contained 
therein,"  9213;  clause  4  (15B)  (power  to 
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require  persoas  to  answer  questions), 
amdt.,  to  leave  out  "by  writing  under  his 
hand  require,"  and  insert  "by  summons 
or  affidavit  apply  to  the  Judge  .  .  . 
such  Court  beiop  invested  with  Federal 
jtirisdictioQ,"  9227;  amdt.,  to  insert  pro- 
viso that  any  person  believed  by  Comp- 
troller-General to  be  a  party  to  the 
offence  shall  be  compelled  to  answer  in- 
terrogatories and  make  discovery  of  docu- 
ments, 923a ;  amdt.  to  leave  out  "  Fifty 
pounds "  and  insert  "  one  month's  im- 
prisonment," 9335!  m.s.o.,  9481 

Bounties  Sill,  com.,  clause  a  (appropriution), 
that  the  clause  stand  as  printed,  loaa ; 
schedule,  amdt.,  to  substitute  "1908"  for 
"  1907."  >o67 ;  amdt..,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "  cotton  ginned,"  1083 ;  amdt.,  to 
leave  out  "mohair,"  1104;  on  item 
"olives,"  1129;  to  leave  out  item 
"coffee,"  1217;  on  item  "tobacco,"  1230; 
eons,  amdts.,  copra,  6404,  6440 

Business,  Government,  Precedence  of.  ^06 

Chairman  of  Committees,  m.,  317 

Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
m.,  to  suspend  Standing  Orders,  6389 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  com. 
(qualifications  for  pension),  amdt.,  to  in- 
sert words  "except  as  prescribed,"  11973 

Judiciary  Bill,  2R.,  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned,  3759;  thai  resumption  of  de- 
bate be  an  order  of  .  the  day  "  for  this  day 
at  a  later  hour,"  3774 

Ealgoorlie  to  Port  Augusta  Railway  Survey 
Bill,  m.,  647;  com.,  clause  a  (survey), 
amdt.,  to  secure  undertaking  from  States, 
740;  on  Senate's  amendment  requiring  as- 
sent of  South  Australian  Parliament,  2025 

London  Offices,  suffly,  to  provide  that  termt 
and  conditions  of  any  contract  be  submit- 
ted to  Parliament,  3676;  on  proposed  vote, 
3676 

Mail  Contract,  European,  Agreement  with 
Orient  Company,  amdt.,  re  Common- 
wealth ownership  of  fleet,  6498;  re  reduc- 
tion of  period  from  ten  years  to  seven, 
6499 ;  re  inclusion  of  provisions  as  to 
freight  for  froneo  meat  and  fruit,  6501  j 
re  docking  of  ships  in  Australia,  6502 ; 
re  omission  of  proviso  as  to  vessels  calling 
at  Hobart,  650a ;  re  payment  of  extra  sab- 
sidy  by  Queensland,  6302;  that  the  mo< 
tion  be  agreed  to,  6503 

Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill,  aK., 
amdt.,  to  make  provision  for  nationaliza- 
tion of  iron  industry,  6278;  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time,  6279 

Old-age  Pensions,  suffly,  amdt.,  to  insert 
in  motion,  words  expressing  opinion  that 
funds  be  provided  by  direct  taxation  on 
unimproved  value  of  land,  9351;  amdt., 
providing  that  Government  should  "  take 
steps  towards  giving"  effect  to  will  of 
people.  935  > 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  m.,  amdt., 
to  provide  that  additional  nitowance 
should  not  be  paid  until  after  next  general 
election,  1923 ;  affirming  expediency  of 
making  appropriation  for  purposes  of 
Bill,  1923 ;  com.,  clause  3  (allowance), 
amdt.,  to  reduce  j^6oo  to  £$00,  1992 
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Petition  re  the  Tariff,  that  the  petition  be 
received,  3413 

Post  and  *TeIegraph  Department,  suffly, 
amdt.,  to  reduce  salary  of  Secretary  by 
£1,  10250;  suffly,  amdt.,  expressti^ 
opinion  that  a  Royal  Commission  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  postal,  telegraphic,  and  tele- 
phonic systems — that  the  debate  be  ad- 
joumcd,  10451,  10460 

Quarantine  Bill,  com.,  clause  4  (definition), 
amdt.,  to  insert  "  into  the  Common- 
wealth," 1534;  clause  9  (officers),  amdt,, 
to  insure  appointment  of  legally-qualified 
medical  and  veterinary  officers,  1547 ; 
clause  75  (persons  may  be  vaccinated),  on 
clause  as  amended,  1741 ;  clause  53  (im- 
ported animals),  amdt.,  to  insert  "  who 
shall  be  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon," 
1764;  cont.  amdts.,  clause  45  (quarantine 
surveillance),  to  add  new  sub-clause,  8959 

Su^^  Bill,  No.  2,  m.,  to  reduce  amount. 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  at.,  ti86i 
Tariff,  eom..  Tobacco,  manufactured,  4302; 
tobacco,  hand-made,  4305 ;  to  secure 
priority  of  consideration  for  item  34, 
4361 ;  that  all  items  down  to  item  186  be 
postponed,  4361 ;  that'  wire  netting  be 
free,  4573 ;  wire  netting  (General  Tariff), 
5  per  cent.  (United  Kingdom),  free,  ^5771 
wire  netting  (General  Tariff),  5  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom),  5  per  cent.,  4578  j  wire 
.netting  (General  TaiifT),  10  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom^  5  per  cent.,  4579;  that 
certain  items  be  postponed,  4637  j^'  cane 
sugar,  4763 ;  invert  sugar,  invert  s^mp, 
and  priming  sugar,  4704;  horses,  4771; 
animals,  living,  except  horses,  4773;  blue, 
proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb.,  4787;  blue, 
proposed  duty,  i^d.  per  lb.,  4793}  item 
40,  candles,  proposed  duty,  td.  per  lb., 
4954  >  candles,  proposed  duty,  i^d. 
per  lb.,  4954;  candles,  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  id.,  5132;  candles,  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  i^d.,  5134; 
item  43,  stearine,  paramne  wax,  &c-,  pro- 
posed duty,  jd.  per  lb-,  5159;  item  4SA, 
confectionery  n-e.i.,  proposed  duty,  2d. 
per  lb.,  5236;  confectionery  n-e.i.,  proposed 
duty,  ajd.  per  lb.,  5254;  confectionery 
n.e.i.,  proijosed  duty,  3d.  per  lb.,  5255; 
confectionery  n.e.i.,  proposed  dut^  (United 
Kingdom),  3d.  per  lb.,  5255 ;  item  45c, 
cocoa  and  chocolate,  proposed  duty,  i^d. 
per  lb.,  5358;  item  47B,  coffee  roasted  or 
ground,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  5d.  per  lb., 
5264;  item  ^3A,  nsh,  fresh,  smoked,  dried, 
or  preserved,  proposed  duty,  id.  pet  lb., 
527a;  proposed  duty  (United  Kingdom), 
ao  per  cent.,  5373;  item  53c,  fish,  pre- 
served, in  tins,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
5277 ;  proposed  duty,  id.  per  lb.,  5377  j 
item  54A,  currants,  proposed  duty,  3d.  per 
lb.,  5283;  item  ^48,  dates,  that  the  goods 
be  free,  5330 ;  item  66c,  cornflower,  pro- 
posed duty,  id.  Der  lb.,  5355;  proposed 
duty,  id.  per  lb.,  5356 ;  proposed  duty, 
lid.  per  lb.,  ei^6  ;  cornflower,  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  i^d. 
per  lb.,  5357;  item  68,  hay  and  chaff, 
amendment  to  make  the  goods  free  until 
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3iat  Octobei,  1908,  544I1  until  ist  May, 
1908,  5443,  after  31st  October,  1907,  5443; 
item  81B,  meats,  potted,  proposed  duty, 
ao  per  cent.,  5455;  meats,  potted  (Uaited 
Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  5455 ;  item  83, 
lausage  casings,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
5461  i  item  105A,  tea,  in  packets,  that  the 
goods  be  free,  5464;  item  84A,  milk,  pre- 
served, proposed  duty,  i^d.  per  ib.,  S5"8; 
item  S9,  oilmen's  stores,  proposed  duty, 
15  per  cent.,  5533 ;  item  89A,  infants' 
food,  to  insert  words  "  and  invalids/' 
5525;  item  94A,  rice,  uncleaaed,  that  the 
goods  be  free,  5533;  proposed  duty,  ». 
per  cental,  5533 ;  item  94C,  rice  n.c.i., 
proposed  duty,  4s.  per  cental,  5534;  pro- 
posed duty,  5s.  per  cental,  5534;  item 
96B,  salt,  n.e-i.,  proposed  duty,  las.  6d. 
per  ton,  5543 ;  item  100,  soap,  proposed 
duty  (United  Kiogdom),  20  per  cent,  or 
aid.  per  lb.,  "whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,"  5546;  excise  duty,  starch, 
made  from  rice,  to  add  the  words  "or 
other  materials  imported,"  5554.  item 
106,  apparel  and  attire,  woollen  or  silk, 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  5624 ;  pro- 
posed duty,  30  per  cent.,  5624;  proposed 
duty,  35  per  cent..  5626;  proposed  duty, 
37^  per  cent.,  5627;  proposed  duty  (Uatted 
Kingdom),  30  per  cent.,  5637;  ttem  ivj, 
apparel  and  attire,  of  any  material,  n.e.t., 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  5631;  proposed 
dut^,  30  per  cent.,"  ^631 ;  item  ic^,  articles, 

•  D.e.i.,  proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  5634; 
item  1 10,  feathers,  dressed,  proposed  duty, 
95  per  cent.,  5638;  item  114,  bags  and  sacks, 
mwidt.t  to  omit  words  "  and  salt,  gypsum, 
and  manure  bags,"  5647,  5737;  item  115, 
blankets,  proposed  duty,  25  per  cent., 
5729;  proposed  duty  [TJnfted  Kingdom), 
ao  per  cent.,  57^0:  item  ri8,  cosies  and 
cushions,  and  the  tike  articles,  amdt., 
to  insert  "eiderdown"  before  "quilts," 
5742;  amdt.,  to  insert  after  "quilts," 
ue  words  "other  than  cotton  or  linen," 
5743 1  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent..  5744; 
item  124A,  piece  goods,  amdt.,  to  add 
rubbered  waterproof  cloth  to  item,  5809} 
item  124A,  piece  goods,  woollen  or  con- 
taining wool,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty,  20 
per  cent.,  5837 ;  propiosed  duty,  25  per 
ceikt.,  5837;  item  ia4Ai,  piece  goods,  viz., 
women's  and  children's  dress  goods,  pro- 
posed duties  (General  Tarifl),  20  per  cent. 
(United  Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  5846;  pro- 
posed duties,  to  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent., 
5850;  item  124D,  velvets,  velveteens,  &c., 
amdt.,  to  omit  words,  "tucked  linens  or 
cottons,"  5853 ;  item  ta4S,  cotton,  linen, 
jute,  &c.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out  "cotton, 
linen,"  5915;  proposed  duty,  5  per  cent., 
5918;  that  goods  from  the  United  King* 
dom  be  free,  5918;  item  i24F,  piece  goods 
other  than  wool  or  silk,  proposed  duty 
(General  Tarifl),  5  per  cent.,  5926;  pro- 
posed duty,  10  per  cent.,  5937 ;  item 
133,  socks  and  stockings,  proposed  duty, 
ao  per  cent.,  5937 ;  item  122A,  wool 
felt  hats,  proposed  duties,  per  dozen  (Gene- 
ral Tariff),  i6s.,  (United  Kingdom),  13s., 
5956;  item  i2aB,  fur  felt  bats,  proposed 
duty.  General  Tariff,  30  per  cent.,  5()s6: 
proposed  dutyi   General    Tariff,   35  per 
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cent,  5957 ;  proposed  duty,  ^40  per  cent., 
5959;  proposed  duty,  50  per  cent.,  aos-, 
5964;  proposed  duty,  17s.  6d.  per  dozen, 
5972;  proposed  duty,  20s.  per  dozen,  5973; 
proposed  duty,  21s.  per  dozen,  5973;  pro- 
posed duty,  22s.  6d.  per  dozen,  5975; 
Item  122E,  grass  hoods  for  manufacture 
ioto  hats,  that  the  goods  be  free,  5976; 
item  144B,  lamp  fittwgs,  proposed  duty, 
15  per  ceni.,  6042;  proposed  duty,  20  per 
cent.,  6043 ;  item  144c,  lamp,  gas,  and 
elccliical  stoves,  proposed  duty  (General 
Tariff),  ao  per  cent.,  6046;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom},  15  per  cent.,  6047 ; 
item  t43A,  iron  corrugated  galvanized, 
proposed  duty,  30s.  per  ton,  6547 ;  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  20s.  per 
ton,  6548;  iron  galvanized  not  corrugated 
and  corrugated  not  galvanized,  proposed 
duty,  20S.  per  ton,  6548 ;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  los.  per  ton,  6549; 
item  147,  mangles,  &c.,  proposed  duty, 
12^  per  cent.,  6549;  item  148,  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  machinery, 
D.e.i.,  amdt.,  to  omit  "  feed  grinders," 
6557 ;  proposed  duty,  12^  per  cent., 
^5^3  >  iteni  149,  chaffcutters,  ttc,  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,  6565 ;  item  150,  combined  com 
shelter,  busker,  and  bagger,  Hcc,  proposed 
duty,  20  per  cent.,  6567;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  6567 ; 
item  151,  chums,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  12^ 
per  cent.,  6568;  proposed  duty  (Uaited 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  6568;'  proposed 
duty  (United  Kingdom),  ao  per  cent., 
6570 ;  item  155,  agricultural  machinery, 
amdt.,  to  omit  "  sheep  bearing  ma- 
chines," 6589;  amdt.,  to  insert  *'  feed 
grinders,"  65S9;  proposed  duty,  5  per 
cent,  6590;  item  159A,  horseshoe  nails, 
proposed  duty,  6s.  per  hundredweight, 
6607 ;  proposed  duty,  7s.  per  hundred- 
weight, 6608;  proposed  duty,  7s.  6d.  per 
hundredweight,  6608 ;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  7s.  per  hundred- 
weight, 6609 ;  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  7s.  3d.  per  hundredweight, 
6609;  item  159B,  brads,  proposed  duty, 
3s.  6d.  per  hundredweight,  6618;  pro- 
posed duly,  4s.  per  hundredweight,  6619; 
proposed  duty,  4s.  6d.  per  hundredweight, 
6620  i  proposed  duty,  5s.  per  hundred- 
weight, 6620 ;  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  4s.  per  hundredweight,  6620; 
item  160,  tanks,  that  the  item  be  free, 
6626;  item  161A,  adding  and  computing 
machines,  that  the  goods  be  free,  6633; 
item  iSaA,  motive  power  machinery  and 
appliances,  except  gas  producers,  Ac, 
amdt.,  to  except  hot  air  engines,  6656 ; 
proposed  duty  (General  Tariff),  5  pet 
cent.,  6663;  item  162E,  motive  power  ma- 
chinery and  appliances,  n.e.i.,  proposed 
duty,  20  per  cent.,  6672;  proposed  duty, 
15  per  cent.,  6672;  item  163,  locomotives, 
traction  and  portable  engines,  &c.,  amdt., 
to  leave  out  "traction  and  portable  cb- 
gines,"  6699,  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent.» 
6700;  proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  6702; 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  670a,  6703; 
item  164,  engines,  D.e.i.,  ftc,  amdt.,  to 
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insert  hoisti  *'  used  for  underground  min- 
ing," 671a;  proposed  duty,  ao  per  cent., 
^715;  item  166,  machinery  and  machines, 
and  machine  tools,  n.e.i.,  amdt.,  to  leave 
out  "machines  used  in  the  tanning  of  hides 
and  skins,  '  6723;  item  172,  saws,  n.e.i., 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  67521  item 
174,  printers*  type,  proposed  duty  (United 
Kingdom),  15  per  cent.,  6768;  item  176A, 
screws,  with  nulb,  proposeu  duly,  35  per 
cent.,  t)773;  item  177,  mmmg  engines  and 
machmery,  propoiied  duty,  20  per  cent., 
079J;  piupused  duly,  15  per  cent.,  6796; 
item  I77i>,  rotary  and  percussive  rock 
drills,  proposed  auty,  20  per  cent.,  6798} 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  6799;  item 
i8r,  rails,  &c.,  to  insert  "except  steel," 
6828;  to  insert  after  ">ods"  "and  steel 
sleepers,"  6828;  item  330,  blacking,  &c., 
proposed  duty,  25  per  cent.,  6837;  pro- 
pose^ duty,  35  per  cent.,  6857  i  item  234, 
oils,  quarter  pints,  and  smaller  sizes,  pro- 
posed duty,  9d.  per  dozen,  6867 ;  item 
336A,  pamts  ground  in  liquid,  proposed 
duty,  3s,  per  hundredweight,  6886;  item 
236B,  paints  prepared  for  use,  to  leave  out 
words  "  or  ad.  val.,"  6889;  item  336D, 
dry  white  lead,  proposed  duty,  is.  9d. 
per  bundredweiglit,  6891 ;  item  243,  earth- 
enware, &C.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out 
"crucibles,  scarifiers,  mufUes,"  6905;  item 
344,  roofing  tiles,  proposed  duty,  25  per 
cent.,  6908 ;  item  249,  glass,  proposed 
duty,  25  per  cent.,  6920;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  25  per  cent.,  6920; 
item  253,  glassware,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty, 
35  per  cent.,  6923 ;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per  cent.,  6937 ; 
item  255,  glass,  viz. ,  gas  analysis,  ap- 
paratus, &c.,  that  the  goods  be  free, 
693s ;  item  a68A,  marble,  unwrought,  to 
insert  the  word  "white,"  6963;  item  368B, 
slabs  or  scantlings,  proposed  duty,  to  per 
cent.,  6965;  proposed  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 25  per  cent,,  6966]  item  a/SA,  sali- 
cylic acid  and  other  food  preservatives, 
proposed  duty,  20  per  cent.,  697a;  item 
279,  cresylic  acid,  proposed  duty,  15  per 
cent,  6977;  proposed  duty,  20  pet  cent., 
6978 ;  item  a83A,  phenyles,  liquid  disin- 
fectants, sheep  washes,  &c.,  that  the  goods 
be  free,  6992;  item  294,  perfumery,  pro- 
posed duty,  30  per  cent.,  6998;  item  303A. 
timber,  undressed,  amdt.,  to  leave  out, 
7083;  amdt.,  to  insert  the  word  "Oregon," 
7085 ;  amdt.,  to  insert  words  providing 
that  New  Zealand  white  pine  for  making 
fruit  cases  in  bond  be  free,  7091  ; 
amdt.,  providing  that  New  Zealand  while 
pine  for  making  butler  boxes  and  fruit 
cases  be  free,  7094 ;  that  the  goods  be 
free,  7095;  item  303A1,  New  Zealand 
pine,  that  the  goods  be  free,  7100;  item 
303A,  veneers,  proposed  duty,  33.  per  100 
feet  super.,  7105 ;  item  306,  wood,  all 
articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  proposed  duty, 
25  per  cent.,  7110;  item  309,  tool  handles, 
proposed  duty,  15  per  cent.,  7123;  pro- 
posed duty  (United  Kingdom),  15  per 
cent.,  7124;  item  325,  fancy  gtods,  pro* 
I  posed  duty,  ao  per  cent.,  7142;  item  342, 
boots,  shoes,  &c.,  proposed  duty,  30  per 
cent.,  7158;   item   342A,  children's  boots 


and  shoes,  7159;   item  346,   rubber  and 
other  hose,  ao  per  cent.,  7159;  item  348, 
rubber    and    rubber    manufactures,  pro* 
posed   duty,   ao    per    cent.,    7163 ;  item 
350A,    leather,    rubber,    and  composition 
belting,  proposed  duty,  20  per  cent.,  7166; 
item     351  A,     paper,     manufactures  of, 
amdt,,   to   leave    out    words,  "  and  car- 
tons,"   7183;     proposed    duty,  3d.  per 
pound,    7184 ;    proposed    duty,   4d.  per 
pound,  7185 ;   item  352D,   printing  paper 
in  rolls  or  folios,    amdt.,  to    leave  out 
words  "known  as  newspaper,"  &c.j  720a; 
that  the  goods  be  free,  7ar3i  item  3520, 
paper,  browns,  and  sugar,  &c.,  propf»ed 
duty,  4s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  722a ;  item  35aic, 
paper,   n.e.i.,    including    cardboard,  ttc., 
amdt.,   to   leave   out   words  "cardboard, 
pasteboard,'*  7236;  proposed  duty,  15  per 
cent.,  7337^  item  354,  printing  and  stencil- 
ling inks,  n.e.i.,  amdt.,  to  leave  out  words 
"  per  pound,"  7246;  proposed  duty,  3d. 
per  pound,  7247;  proposed  duty,  4d.  per 
pound,  7247,  7203;  proposed  duty,  fd.  per 
pound,  7363;  proposed  duty  (United  King- 
dom), 4d.  per  pound,  7264;  ilcm  355,  news 
printing    "  invoiced    at    under    3d,  per 
pound,"  amdt.,  to  omit  6d.  and  substitute 
ts.,  7264;  item  369,  bicycles,  &c.,  n.e.i., 
proposed  duty,  30  per.  cent.,  7281;  item 
373,  perambulators  and  go-carts,  proposed 
duty,  25   per   cent.,    7282;    item  381A, 
pianos,   grand   and   semi-grand,  proposed 
duty,  25  per  cent.,  7344;  proposed  duty 
(United  Kingdom),  20  per   cent.,  7345; 
item  381B,  pianos,  upright,  amdt.,  to  in- 
sert   after    "  upright "    "  except  outside 
packages,"  Sec,   7356;   item   4060,  fuse, 
n.e.i.,   proposed    duty    (General  Tariff), 
jd.    per   coil ;    (United    Kingdom),  |d. 
per     coil,     739r ;     item     407,  cameras, 
&c.,     amdt.      to     insert     "  nitrate  of 
silver    and    chloride    of    gold,"     7394 ; 
proposed  duty,  35  per  cent.,  7394;  item 
435,    articles    imported    for    official  use 
of  Governor-General,  amdt.,  to  insert  new 
paragraph  exempting  articles  imported  for 
State  Governors,   7404;  am</^,  -providing' 
that  exemption  shall  not  apply  to  any  Go- 
vernor-General, Stale  Governor,  or  IJeu- 
tenant-Governor  appointed  after  rath  De- 
cember, r907,  7430;  item  442A,  scientific  in- 
struments, amdt.,  to  insert  "of  other  ma- 
terial than  glass,"  74ro;  item  15,  hay  and 
chaff,  m.,  to  recommit,  10815,  cons,  ref., 
item  36,  blue,  10501 ;    item   4a,  stearine 
and     paraffine    wax,     10514;     item  46, 
liquorice,   10519 ;    item  61B,   herbs  dried, 
10521  ;   item  67,  hay    and    chaff,    10546 ; 
item  79,  matches  and  vestas,  10555  ;  item 
85,  mustard,  10557;  i'^"^        ^'*>  i(>559* 
item  105,  tea  in  packets,  to^i ;  item  ro7, 
apparel  and  attire,  n.e.i.,  10570;  item  113, 
bags,  sacks,  Ike,  10574;  item  114,  blankets, 
fiannels,  &c.,  10576;   item    115,  carpels, 
10577;  item  121A,  wool  felt  hats,  10592, 
10593;   item   laiB,   fur  felt  tiats,  10596; 
item    121E,   caps  and   sewn   hats,    10019 ; 
item    laa,    parasols,   10623;  '^d>  <>3P> 
piece-goods,  n.e.i.,  10629;  i*'™  wad- 
ding and  cotton  wool,  10643 ;  item  13a, 
socks  and  stockings,    10655  >    i^*""  '43> 
sheet  lead,  10660;  item-  145,  agricultural 
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machioery,  D.e.i.,  10662 ;  item  15a,  agii- 
cultural  machinery  and  implements,  10666; 
item  x53j  cutlery,  10674 ;  item  170A, 
maaufactures  of  metals,  n.e.i.,  10690; 
item  1760,  rotary  and  percussive  rock- 
drills,  10724;  item  ty6r,  rack-boring  ma< 
chines,  10732;  item  1770,  electric  appara- 
tus  and  fittings,  10743 ;  item  i$o,  raits, 
fish  plates,  &c.,  10749 ;  item  186,  wire- 
netting,  1077s;  ^^7>  standards,  &c., 
10804;  item  226,  wire,  n.e.i.,  10814;  item 
234JJ>  oils,  lubricating,  mineral,  to88i ; 
item  244,  roofing  tiles,  10903;  item  256, 
scientific  apparatus,  test  tubes,  10908, 
10909;  item  262,  printers'  roller  composi- 
tion, 10998;  item  a68A,  marble  uowrought, 
ttooo;  item  284A,  insecticides,  11009, 
iioio;  item  399,  furniture,  n.e.i.,  iioti; 
item  299B,  lounges,  &c.,  of  wicker,  11015^ 
item  399C,  chairs,  of  wicker,  11015;  item 
312,  photographic  frames,  11057;  item  326, 
fancy  goods,  1 1058 ;  item  344,  spectacles 
and  spectacle  frames,  11067 ;  item  347, 
sHpper  forms,  1106S;  item  356A,  manu- 
factures of  paper,  1 1075 ;  item  3s6c^  Aus- 
tralian directories,  ftc,  11080;  item  3560* 
printed  matter,  n.e.i.,  11088 ;  item  234, 
o.  and  P.,  11120,  11121 ;  item  303A  (tim- 
ber, undressed,  11144;  item  303  (defini- 
tion of  "  superficial  foot"),  11150;  item 
303,  timber  (definition  of  "  supcrface "), 
11166;  item  364,  pens,  n.e.i.,  11169;  item 
408,  corks,  11175;  '^c™  4i°>  lantern  slides, 
11177 ;  item  417,  works  of  art  (stained 
glafls  windows)*  11191;  item  427,  surgical 
appliances,  1119a;  item  442,  surgical  and 
dental  instruments,  ftc.  (dental  chairs), 
11193;  ^td*  pianos,  11213;  it^m 
X^c,  pianos,  n.e.i.,  11214;  "<•>  t^^t  the 
House  refrain  from  the  determination  of 
its  constitutional  rights  or  obligations  in 
reference  to  Senate's  message,  11437; 
recoHs.  req.,  item  118,  curtains  and  blinds, 
n.e.i.,  11442;  item  143.  sheet  lead  and  lead 
piping,  11443;  >t«n  -Australian  direc- 
tories, 11459;  ^^'S^'  piece  goods,  wool- 
len or  containing  wool,  11534;  item  160, 
motor  car  machinery,  11538 ;  item  178B, 
gas  meters,  11547;  ^^^^  "7>  standards 
and  pillars,  11550;  item  248,  roasting 
dishes,.  &c.  (plumbago),  11562;  item  284, 
insecticides,  &c.,  11567;  item  303B,  timber 
(New  Zealand  pine),  11571 ;  item  303 
(measurement  of  timber),  11573;  item  417, 
works  of  art  (stained  glass),  11577 

BXTBRMAIi  AFFAIRS. 

Abobigines. 
House  of  Refresenlalivei: 
Treatment  of,  in  Western  Australia,  adj., 
471 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  alleged 
cruelty  to,  in  Western  Australia,  7115 

Advibiising  Austraua. 
Senate : 

Lone  Hand  advertisements,  supply,  12145 
Means  to  be  adopted,  supply,  12144 
Necessity  for,  supply,  38i4'5,  3846 
Renter's    Messages,    Arrangements  for, 

sufply,  6349-so 
Vote  for,  supply,  5886-5906,  6348,  10278, 

10302-3 


ExnsNAL  AwtiOM—comtinMei. 
Advertising  Australia — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  de  Lar^ie  at  to  whether  the 
Government  will   connder   the  ques- 
tion of  advertising  in  English  LuKmr 
journals,  11302 

Senator  Findlcy  as  to  advertisements  to 
appear  in  Standard,  11302 ;  Senator 
Chataway,  11303,  11472;  as  to  inten- 
tion of,  Senator  Stewart,  11218,  11384. 

Senator  Givens  as  to  whether  English 
journals  would  not  be  friendly  to 
Australia  if  subsidized  to  the  extent 
of  ^^65  a  page  for  being  so,  11 303 

Senator  Gra^  as  to  price  paid  for  ad- 
vertising in  Standard,  iiaiS,  1130a 
Senator  Pulsford,  1 130a 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  rate  pei  word 
paid  for  Renter's  Messages,  6407 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  intentions  of  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to,  766 

Senator  Pulsford  as  to  whether  the 
Government  assert  that  there  are 
newspapers  published  in  England  that 
are  distinctly  unfriendly  to  Australia, 
11302 

House  of  Representatives: 

Necessity  for,  supply.  1794-5;  Budget, 
2604,  a66i.  2971-2,  3117-8,  3215;  tuffly, 
9515-20,  9600,  9604-8.  9610-2,  9620,  9695, 
0983 

Standard,     arrangement     with,  tnffty, 

11359;  vote  for  supply,  11359 
Motion  by  Mr.  Kelly  for  return  of  pub- 
lications that  have  received  payment  for 
articles  or  services  for,  and  the  names 
of  persons  with  whom  the  GovemmcDt 
negotiated,  108S0 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  "overUpping" 
of   States,  and    Commonwealui  Go- 
vernment's advertisements,  7026 
Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  securing  services 
of  Newtown  Band  at  Franco-British 
.    Exhibition  as  part  of  scheme  for,  9842 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  publications  purchased 

for  the  purpose  of,  10523,  10576 
Mr,  Liddell  as  to  accuracy  of  statcmott 
in  Sydney  Morning  HertUd  of  number 
of  copies  of  Australia  To'Day  par- 
chasea  by  the  Government,  10607 
Mr,    Kelly    as   to   purchase   of  article 
appearing  in,  and  copies  of  the  Lome 
Hand,    10652,    10753-4,    10879;  Mr. 
Johnson,  10786 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  writer  of  Lone  Hmmi 
article,  10753  >         delivery  of  ooptcs 
of  Lone  Hand  purchased,  10753;  ^ 
to  whether  pressmen  other  than  Mr. 
Fox,  of  the  Bulletin,  were  prepared 
to  contribute  articles  at  the  price  paid 
to  Mr.  Fox,  10753;  Mr.  Reid,  10754 
Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  in  purchasing 
copies  of  Lone  Hand  the  Government 
had  followed  a  precedent  set  by  Mr. 
Reid  when  Prime  Minister,  10754;  as 
to  whether  Mr.   Reid  had   as  Prime 
Minister  paid   ;f40o    for   the  writing 
of  cerLiin  articles,,  10755,  11P46 
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ExrnuTAL  ATVAtRS—<9ntitnied. 
AdvertisiDg  Avai.iulia.-~tontintte^. 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  whether  the  writing 
of  articles  adveitising  the  Common- 
wealth wouM  be  thrown  open  to  com- 
petition, 10755 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  the  appointment  of 
some  impartial  authority  to  judge  ap- 
pLicatioDS  to  write  articles  advertising 
Australia*  10755 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  services  of  Mr. 
Price,  Premier  of  South  Australia,  in 
England,  10878 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  was  aware  that  in  the  issue 
of  the  Lone  Hand  purchased  for,  an 
article  unfavorable  to  Sydney  ap- 
peared, 10879,  10963 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  subvention  paid  to  Lon- 
don Standard  Newspaper  Company 
for,  11050 

Mr.  Keid  as  to  scheme  for  transmission 
of  cablegrams  to  be  open  to  the 
whole  of  the  British  press,  11051 

Mr.  Page  as  to  arrangement  with 
Standard,  11097,  11156 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  general  scheme  for; 
as  to  utilizing  services  of  Captain 
Collins  for  purpose,  11156 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  copies  of  Australia 
To-day,  11156 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  any  payment 
had  been  made  to  Mr.  Randolph  Bed- 
ford in  connexion  with  the  issue  of 
the  Clarion,  11361 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  whether  London 
Standard  is  not  an  uncompromising 
oppo  lent  of  "  Little  Englander " 
views,   1 1389 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  London  Daily 
Telegrafh  is  not  also  an  uncompro- 
mising opponent  of  "  Little  En- 
glander" views,  1 1389 

Agbicdltdkal  iNsmDH:,  Roue. 

Annua!  Payment  to,  suffly,  9627-8 

American  Fleet,  Visit  of. 
Senate ; 

Acceptance   of    Commonwealth  invitation 

announced,  9421. 
Correspondence  ubled,  9951 
Expenditure  on  entertainment  of,  suf^y, 

11490 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild  as  to  tabling  of  copy  of 

invitation  to,  8554 
Senator  Neild  as  to  invitation  10  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt,  and  to  Imperial 
authorities  to  provide  adequate  repre- 
sentation of  British  Navy,  9138, 
9336;  invitation  to  Vice-President,  or 
American  Minister  of  State,  9236 
Senator  Pulsford  as  to  fleet  obtaining 

goods  free  of  Customs  duties,  11301 
Senator   Mulcahy   as  to   concessions  to 
residents  of  other  States  desiring  lo 
visit    Sydney    or    Melbourne  during 
visit  of,  11468,  11581,  11983 
Senator   McGregor  as    to  co-operation 
of   Commooweallh   with   States  Go- 
vernments    in     entertainment  of, 
11468-9;   Senator  Symon,  11469 
F.6960.— F 


ErxEHMAL  Affairs — continued. 

American  Fleet,  Visit  ot—eontinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Symon  as  to  limit  of  expendi- 
ture in  entertaining,  11469-70;  Sena- 
tor Clemons,  11469;  Senator  Findley, 
11470;  Senator  Pulsford,  12102 

Senator  Needham  as  to  invitation  to 
Fleet  to  visit  Fremantle,  11469 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  invitation  to  visit 
Queensland,  11469 

Senator  Symon  as  to  invitation  to  visit 
Adelaide,  11469 

Senator   Mulcahy   as    to   invitation  to 

visit  Hobart,  11469 
Senator  Chataway  as  to  separation  of 

Commonwealth  expenditure  from  other 

expenditure     on     entertainment  of, 

11470 

Senator  Givens  as  to  making  functions 
self-supporting  by  levying  a  charge 
upon  all  de&iring  to  plaster  their 
advertisements  on  to  the  visit  of  the 
Fleet,  11470 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  whether  any  of 
the  money  approprrated  for  'the  en- 
tertainment of  the  Fleet  would  be 
spent  in  entertaining  the  men  of  the 
Australian  Squadron,  11983,  12102 

House  of  Re  fre  tentative  J  : 

Acceptance   of   Commonwealth  invit:ition 

announced,  9474,  9951 
Expenditure  on  entertainment  of,  supfiy, 

11366 

Reception     Committee,    names    of  an- 

nounced,  ad;.,  11300 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  invitation  to  Britisli 
Government  lo  provide  special  repre- 
sentation of  Navy,  9089,  9474,  11180 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  lo  whether  Fleet 
would  visit  a  Tasmanian  port,  9089 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  date  of  arrival  and 
duration  of  visit  of  Fleet,  9474 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  steps  taken  to  give 
fitting  reception  to,  10607;  Reid, 
10607 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  entertainment  of, 
11180 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  whether  the  Fleet 

would  visit  Fremantle,  iiiSo 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  source  of  information 

as  to  places  to  be  visited  by,  11180 
Mr.  J.  U.  Catts  as  to  supply  of  liquor 

to  sailors  of,  11419 
Mr.   Mathews  as  to  landing  place  at 

Melbourne,  11525 

AlGENTINB  RBFOBUC 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell,  as  to  em- 
bargo on  importation  of  Australian 
cattle,  5981 

NoHie  oi  SefrgieHiaiivet: 
Question  by  Mr.  Glynn,  as  to  embargo  on 
importation  of  g^ust^al@^g^|g.i 
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i:xTEBNAL  Affaiks — eonHnued, 

AUSTMUAIT  MBN  of  LbTTUS'  FUND. 
Senate  : 

Administration  of,  sufply,  lojoa 
Payments  from,  suf^y,  >3I44 

Haute  of  Repeifntatives : 
Explanation  of,  mffiy,  9518,  9520-1 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  administration  of, 
4647 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  when  Committee 
would  be  appointed  to  administer, 
10179 

AusTBAUANs,  Repatuation  OF  {see  Immi- 
gration) 

Bank  Clerks  : 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Mallcy,  as  to  salaries 
paid  to,  11155 

Bbale,  Mb.  O.  C 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Mulcahy,  as  to  whe- 
ther report  by  has  beep  suppressed,  and 
whetlier  the  Government  have  received 
the  second  part  of  the  report,  and  intend 
to  take  action  thereon,  8386 

House  of  Refretentatives  : 

Payments  to.  supply,  9968-70 
Report   by,   obs.,   :26i3-4 ;    Budget,    2663 ; 

adj.,  ^091,  3899;  supply,  9975-82 
Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  printing  of 

revised  report  by,  7508 
Questions  by — 

Mr,  Wilks  as  to  circulation  of  report, 
and  protecting  Bill,  9092 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  withdrawal  from  cir- 
culation of  Report  by,  3995 

Mr.  Catts  as  to  cost  of  printing,  6595, 
6813;  Mr.  Liddell,  11159 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  tabling  of  papers  con- 
nected with  appointment  of,  as  Royal 
Commission ;  .tnd  with  publication 
of  report,  95S0,  9845 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  payments  to  and  cost 
of  printing  report  by,  9956 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  presentation  of  report 
to  Governor-General,  1516;  as  to  cheap 
issue  of,  1975;  as  to  when  Bill  to  vali- 
date use  of  quotations  from  report  by 
would  be  introduced,  10309 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  protests  against  publi- 
cation of  report  by ;  and  as  to 
threatened  legal  proceedings  for  pub- 
lication of  statements  contained  in 
report  by,  10309 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  withdrawal  of  Re- 
vised Report  by,  11 159;  as  to  what 
there  is  in  Revised  Report  by,  requir- 
ing special  legislation  before  it  can 
be  published,  iiaCi 


ExTSRNAL  Affairs — eontinued. 

BOABO  OF  TUDI  COUESPOMIXKIS. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  Prime  Uiais- 
tet  was  consulted  in  appointment  of» 

mi 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  wheUier  claim  to 
be  consulted  in  appointment  of,  was 
made,  and  if  so  involved  consuttatioo 
with  British  Government  in  appoint- 
ment  of  Australian  Agents-General, 

4957 

British  Joubhausts. 
Senate : 

Question  bjr  Senator  Lynch  as  to  grant  ia 
aid  of  visit  of  in  connexion  with  Com* 
mcrcial  Congress,  9353 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.   Thomas  Brown  as  to 
proposed  visit  to  Australia  of,  7117 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henrt. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Death  of*  ots.,  10522-3 

Chinese  : 

Senate : 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  application  of 
Excise  laws  to  Chinese  m  Melbourne, 
6061 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  registration  of  oa 
lines  of  recent  Transvaal  legisIatioB, 
9236,  9422 

House  of  Representatives: 

Questions  by- 
Mr.  Hutchison    as  to    registration  of, 

9844-1; 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  employment  of  ra  < 

British  ships,  11179 
Mr.    Haloney    as    to    deportation  of 
opium  smugglers,  11525 

[Sec  Immigration.] 

COLONIAL  Office: 
House  of  Representatives: 
Re-arrangement  of,  ois.,  6094 

Questions  by  Mr.  Crouch,  as  to  speech  by 
Lord  Elgin,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  as  to  prevention  of  employ- 
ment of  lascars  on  ocean-going  steamciSi 
1975;  as  to  control  of  Australian  affain 
by  Dominions  Department  of,  5130, 
6406 ;  as  lo  whether  Government  were 
consulted  prior  to  offer  of  Govemor- 
Generalship  to  Earl  of  Dudley,  9)88;  as 
to  tabling  of  despatch  relating  to  crea- 
tion of  Dominions  Department,  9380:  as 
to  reorganization  of,  11736 

C0MKERcr\i.    C'ongress.      [See  Bunsi 
J0CRNAU8TS.]  ^  . 
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EZTSiNAL  Apfaiks — eotUinutd. 
COMHONWULTH  AMD  STAIXS. 

ConfercDces    between   representatives  of, 

tuffly,  1150J,  11504 
Relmtiolu  between,  smffly,  3815-^  4072^ 

4080,  8095,  11517-M 

ISee  Pkemirs*  Confebences  ;  also  Tbsa- 

SUBT.] 

House  of  Re^esentaiives  ■• 
RelatioDs  between,  Budget,  3010-1,  3036-8, 

3117,  3194-5 ;  suffly,  3330,  3353,  3357-9. 

34a7-3>»  3438-40,  3534-5.  3530-7.  4<>'7. 

9«>9,  9713,  9717-20 
QuestioD  by  Mi.  Watkms  as  to  alleged  at- 

tacki  made  on  States  by  Commonwealth 

Government,  9582 

CsmmoHwealtk  GoMette — 
Senate : 

Printing  and  Distribution  of,  suffly,  10290 
House  of  Refresentalives  : 

Motion  by  Mr.  Webster  for  letura  as  to 
cost  and  sale  of,  agreed  to,  11330 

Cotton  PBonicnON ; 
'Houte  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  by — 
Senator  Dobaon,  as  to  eommtmication 
with  British  Cotton  Growing  Associa- 
tion, 650 

Counsels  of  the  Empire. 
House  of  Refresentalives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Dugeld  Thomson  as  to 
interpretation  to  be  put  upon  remarks  of 
Prime  Minister  with  respect  to,  5803 

EuratE  Fbee  Tbade. 
Senate : 

Questions  by  Senator  Stewart  and  Senator 
Symon,  as  to  speech  by  Senator  Best  on, 
1 1468 

House  of  Refresentatives  ■■ 

Question  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  as  to  whether 
Prime  Minister  is  prepared  to  advocate 
scheme  of*  6ta9 

Empire,  the,  Cohesion  of  : 
House  of  Refresentatives. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  statements  attributed 
to  Cardinal  Logue,  11154 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  Cardinal 
Logue's  statements  were  not  a  result 
of  the  passing  of  resolutions  by  the 
Commonwealth  Parliament  dictating 
British  domestic  policy  and  legisla- 
tion, 11154 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  would  cable  to  London  a 
contradiction  of  Cardinal  Logue's 
statements,  11155:  Mr.  Johnson,  11155 

Famhing  Island. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Bowden  as  to  reported 
sale  or  transfer  of,  6S35 

r  2 


Extern  \L  Affairs — toniinued. 
Fires  in  New  Sotrra  Wales. 
Senate  : 

Reply  to  message  of  syspathy  in  con- 
nexion with,  announced,  4036 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  message 
of  sympathy  from  the  Senate,  in  con- 
nexion with  recent  fires  at  Murwillum- 
bah  and  Bongalow,  3364 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Message  of  sympathy  from  House  of 
Representatives  in  connexion  with  fires 
at  Murwillumbob  and  Bangalow,  adf., 
3363 

Reply  to  message  annoiuced,  3850 

Foreign  Relations  : 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  power  of 
Commonwealth  Government  under  section 
51,  sub-section  xxix.,  of  Constitution  to 
direct  communication  with  Forogn  Go- 
vernments, ioi8i 

FaAHCO-BHmsH  Exhibition. 
House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  representation  of  (Com- 
monwealth at,  9009,  10751 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  securing  services 
of  Newtown  Band  to,  perform  at,  9842 

GutUAN   CONVICT  SlOTrLEUENT. 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  attitude  of 
Government  in  relation  to  threatened  es- 
tablishment of,  in  the  Pacific,  7791,  "841 

Gesuan  Navy. 
House  of  Refresentatives. 
Question  by  Mr.  McDougall  as  to  alleged 
intention  of  German  naval  authorities 
to  station  a  first-class  cruiser   in  the 
South  Seas,  11628 
Governor-General  [See  Colonial  Office]. 

HlOB  COUUISSIONER. 
Senate : 

Appointment   of,   address,  51,   60,  153, 

484;    sufffv,    1841,    1848,    3810,  3921, 

4067,  4009,  10292-6 
Duties  of,  addresSt  71  >  3818,  3826,  3846, 

3849,  4C*9.  407' 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Wnlker  as  to  when  Bill  would 
be  introduced  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of,  3797 

Senator  Needham  as  to  whether  the 
name  of  the,  would  be  submitted  for 
approval  of  Parliament,  3797 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Right 
Honorable  G.  H.  Reid  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed, 3798 

Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  whether  the 
Government  would  announce  the  name 
of  the,  3798 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  hasten  the  appointment 
of,  4706 

Senator  Ljmch  as  to  appointment  of,  in 
order  to  answer  leflections  uDon  Aus- 
tralia,  75^,git,zedbyCiOOgle 
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ExTEBNAL  Affairs — tontinued. 

High  Commissionei — continued. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Appointment  of,    address,  88,   loi,  iiS, 

174,  186,  337,  4S7i  462;  suffly,  1812; 

Budget,  2661,  2916,  2965,  2972,  2977; 

suffly,  3617,  3625,   3632,   3634,  3636, 

3640-1,    365a,    3655-9,    3667-8,  3674. 

8967-8,    9518-9,    9610-1,    9633.  9627. 

9695.  97»5i  97«>  ...     -  * 

Expenditure  in  connexion  with  omce  01, 

sufflyt  11266 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Salmo.1  as  to  appointment  of,  5416 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  transfer  of  duties,  of 

States  Agents-Gene tal  to,  5208-0 
Mr.  Johnson,  as  to  Bill  to  provide  for, 

9091 

Historical  Records. 
Senate  : 

Vote  for  Collection  of,  suffly,  10295-6 

Honours. 
Hottsg  of  Refresentatives : 

Albert  Medal,  Recommendation  of  Di»ei 

Hughes  for,  adj.,  2994-5 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether  honours  re- 
centlT  conferred  upon  Australian  citi- 
zens  were  granted  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of,  or  after  consultaUon  with,  the 
Federal  Executive,  1.751 
Mr.  Mahon  as  to  conferring  of  Albert 
Medal  on  Diver  Hughes,  of  Bonnie 
Vale,  Western  Australia.  2566,  2793 

Hospitals,  Borde*. 
House  of  RefresetUatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  bringing 
position  of  border  hospitals  under  notice 
of  Premiers*  Conference,  9194 

lUMIGRATtON. 
Senate : 

Aliens,  Influx  of,  supply,  10291-2 
Attitude  of  Labour  Party  with  regard  to, 

address,  74.  70.  i54.  ^S^-  261.  275,  378 
Australians,  Repatriation  of,  address,  155, 

386;  supply,  1 1617 
Chinese,  smuggling  of,  adj.,  9007-8 
Contract  Immigrants,  adirtss,  a66,  367, 

479 

Immigration    League,    work    of,  suffly, 

4072,  5886-5906 
Immigrants    introduced    to    New  South 

Wales,  adj.,  4276-8 
Land  available'  for  Immigrants,  supply^ 

5887-5906 

Motion  by  Senator  Turiey  for  return  giving 

particulars  of  contract  immigrants  intro- 
duced into  Queensland,  2055 
Norwegians,   Inducements  offered  to,  ad- 
dress, 479 

Policy  of,  address,  73,  79.  I4a>  *53.  »l-7, 
a7S.  360,  367.  381.  389.  394»  479  i  '"tfy' 
3819,  3827,  3911,  4070.  4078,  5887-5906, 
toiSi,  10395,  "486 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Immigration — co  ntinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  warning  issued 
in  Great  Britain  to  intending  emi- 
grants, 29 
Senator  Turiey  as  to  contract  immi- 
grants introduced  for  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refining  Company,  650 
Senator  Findlcy  as  to  whether  immi- 
granU  who  left  vessels  at  Fremantle 
bad  been  introduced  by  Ur.  Hughes 
under  contract    for    the  Colonial 
Si^ar  Refining  Company,  650 
Senator     Find  ley     as     to  whether 
Spanish  immigrants  who  left  their 
ships  at  Fremantle  under  contract  to 
Colonial  Sugar    Refining  Company 
had  infringed  the  provisions  of  the 
Contract  Imn.igrants  Act,  830 
Senator  Croft  as  to  whether  Afghans 
introduced  in  charge  of  camels  had 
complied  with  regulations  under  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  1131 
Senator  Croft  as  to  terms  on  which  a 
linguist  is  employed  under  the  Im- 
migration    Restriction     Act,     147 'i 
1688;  Senator  Symon,  147* »  Senator 
Clemoos,  1471,  i'68();  Senator  Chata- 
way as  to  nationality  of  linguist  re. 
ferred  to,  1689 
Senator  Lynch  as  to  character  of  i^ 
migrants  introduced  for  Queensland 
sugar  industry,  1689,  1816 
Senator  Turiey  as  to  particulars  of 
contract  immigrants  for  Queensland. 
1929 

Senator  Walker  as  to  steps  taken  by 
Government  to  encourage  European. 

390a 

Senator  O'Loghlin  as  to  Stalea  Go- 
vernments providing  land  for  ogn- 
cultural  immigrants,  4243 ;  by  Sena- 
tor W.  Russell,  4707 
Senator  Findley  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment are  responsible  for  adver- 
tisement on  which  people  have  been 
induced  to  emigrate  to  Australia, 

4*44 

Senator  Millen  as  to  whether  Labom 
Party  repudiated  their  professed  de- 
sire for  immigration,  4244 
Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  whether  the 
Immigration  League  would  aisrt 
the  Government  in  circulating  the 
facta  concerning  the  Commonweaitb, 
4244 

Senator  Neild  as  to  alleged  Inr^  of 
immigrants  to   New   South  Wales 
under  false  pretences,  4244 
Senator  Chataway  as  to  alleged  dis- 
satisfaction of  immigranU  to  New 
South  Wales,  4365 
Senator  Chataway  as  to  statements  »■ 
Times     alleging    unsuitability  of 
Queensland  and  Northern  Territory 
for  white  labour,  4471 
Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  statemenU 
made  by  Mr.  Ben  Tillett.  4705;  by 
Senators  Croft,  Stewart,  and  Millea. 

*^Wized  by  Google 
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EXTEKNAL  Affairs — continued. 
Immigration — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  comments  on  con- 
tract tmmigiation  legislation  by 
Senator  Pulsford,  4706 

Senator  Chatawav  at  to  poblication  a 
England  of  information  disclosed  in 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Court 
to  meet  statement  published  by  Mr. 
Ben  Tillett,  5081;  by  Senator  W. 
Russell,  5082 

Senator  Croft  as  to  introduction  of 
miners  for  Great  Cobar  Mine,  5178 

Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  bond  re- 
quired in  connexion  with  admisuon 
to  Hobart  Hospital  of  inTalid, 
German  ceamani  5858 

Senator  Neild  as  to  deportation  of 
Syed  Kamal  Shah,  5980 

Senator  Findley  as  to  alleged  influx 
of  Chinese,  7927 

Senator  Findley  as  to  action  taken  in 
connexion  with  Bulgarian  immi- 
grants, 8075 

Senator  Needham  as  to  grant  to  Vic- 
torian Immigration  League,  8i56» 
8230 

Senator  Findley  as  to  amounts  granted 
to  Victorian  and  Taimanian 
Leagues,  8230 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  Leagues  to 
whom  grants  bad  been  made  being 
established  in  States  in  which  there 
is  uo  land  available  for  immigrants, 
8230 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  Leagues 
were  asked  to  give  any  account  of 
the  manner  in  which  grants  made  to 
them  were  spent,  8231,  8285;  Sena- 
tor Needham,  8231 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  whether  any 
grant  has  been  made  to  the  Queens* 
land  Immigration  League,  8331 

Senator  de  Largie  whether  in  future 
Leagues  representing  States  in  which 
there  is  land  avaiTable  for  settle- 
ment would  be  given  some  of  Ihe 
money  granted  for  thii  purpose. 
Sail 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment did  <iot  think  it  would 
be  wise  to  distribute  money  '  for 
the  encouragement  of  immigration 
through  one  agency,  8233 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment, in  view  of  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada, 
declaring  unconstitutional  a  British 
Columbia  Act  on  the  lines  of  the 
Immigration  Restriction  Act,  will 
take  steps  to  denounce  the  protocol 
under  which  Queensland  is  made  a 
party  to  the  Anglo- Japanese  Treaty, 
8507 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  influx  of 
Chinese  into  Western  Australia, 
9*36 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  registration  of 
Asiatics  on  the  lines  of  recent 
Transvaal  legislation,  9236,  9432 


ExTSKNAL  Affairs — continued. 
Immigration — eoHtitmed. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pulsford  as  to  steps  taken  to 
give  effect  to  section  3,  paragraph 
A,  of  Immigration  Restriction  Act, 
9633 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  accuracy  of 
statement  by  Mr.  A.  McLeod  with 
respect  to  Chinese  immigration  pub- 
lished in  Perth  Daily  News,  10370 

Senator  Neild  as  to  demand  for  bonds 
for  invalided  foreign  sailors,  10839, 
10930;  as  to  amount  of  bond  re- 
quired for  sick  Russian  sailor  at 
Adelaide,  11321 

Senator  de  Largte  as  fo  steps  neces- 
sary to  prevent  smuggling  of 
Asiatics  into  the  Commonwealth, 
13 101 

House  of  RefresentativeiT 

Attitude  of  Labour  Party  with  regard  to 
address,  324,  447-9;  adj.,  1^37;  tuffty^ 
1794;  Budget,  2662,  3992-3,  3023 

Australians,  Repatriation  of,  otf/.,  I33S*9; 
Budget,  32151  wj^;',  11359,  "«36a» 
1 1364 

Chmese,  influx  of,  suffly^  9395,  9407, 
94»3 

Contract  Immigrants,  adj.,  1743-4,  3344; 

Budget,  3130,  3134;  suffly.  3435 
Consumptives,  Introduction  of,  adj.,  i679> 

Effect  of,  on  Wages,  Budget,  2681-2 
.  General  Booth's  Scheme  of.  Budget,  3000 

Immisratioo  Advertisemeifts,  adj.,  1231; 

Budget,  3129-30 
Immigration,  Assisted,  adj.,  1337 
Immigration  Leagues^  adj.,  939, 930, 1331  \ 

suffly.  I788-95,  181 1;  Budget,  3368, 

3<3a,  3130:  adj.,  3686;  suffty,  9626. 

9725 

Immigration  Restriction  Act,  addresSf  336 
Immigration  Statistics,  Budget,  2662 
Introduction  of  Foreign  Labour  for  Sugar 

Industry,  address,  163 
Motion  by  Mr.  Frazer  for  return  giving 
particulars  of  prosecutions  against  aliens 
escaping  from  ships  since  the  passage  of 
the  Immigration  Restriction  (Amended) 
Act  1905,  1596 
Policy  of,  address,  51  loa,  162,  173,  233, 
326,  336,  447 ;  adj.,  1326-9 ;  Budget, 
1641,  3369,  2356,  2368,  3913,  2965, 
2990-t,  3900-3001,  3018,  3oao-3,  3123, 
3l39-37>  8966-75,  9407,  9416-8,  9597-600, 
9602-29,  9690.724;  suffly,  11363 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  administration  of 
Contract  Immigrants  Act,  244;  as  to 
agreements  made  by  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining  Company  with  Spaniards  and 
other  contract  immigrants,  -502-3,  3344 
Mr.  Frazer  as  to  landing  of  alleged 
lunatic  at  Frcmantle,  coa;  Mr. 
Liddell,  648 

Mr.     Johnson     as  .^o  undesirables 

"™<«»«rt  Bpy^a^irCJQNegJfi,  503 
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EZTUtNAt  Affairs — eoniinued. 
ImmigratioD- — eantinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddell  at  to  whether  a  native-bom 
Australian  can  be  refused  admission 
if,  during  a  temporary  absence  from 
the  Commonwealth,  he  developi  in- 
sanity, 50a,  648 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  whether  surgeons  on 
ships  conveying  repatriated  Australians 
had  been  paid,  giaS 

Ut.  WatkiDS  as  to  whether  immigrants 
landing  at  the  present  time  are  under 
agreement;  and,  if  eo,  whether  their 
agreements  have  been  examined  to 
see  if  they  are  in  accordance  with  the 
Act,  1087 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Govern* 
meat  have  subsidized  the  Immigration 
League,  771,  928,  raji 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  had  been 
called  to  Dr.  Arthur's  letter  to  Mr. 
Marshall  Lyle,  and  whether  the  sub- 
sidy paid  to  the  Immigration 
League,  if  any,  would  be  discontinued 
in  view  of  the  statements  in  Dr. 
Arthur's  letter,  881;  Mr.  Watson,  88a 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Immigra- 
tion League  was  responsible  for  adver- 
tising for  miners  for  New  South  Wales 
when  many  in  the  State  were  out  of 
employment,  938,  1231 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  when  the  Prim* 
Minister  would  be  able  to  reply  to  de- 
putation that  had  waited  upon  him  in 
reference  to  immigration  of  contract 
labourers,  1281,  1743 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Government  had  been  called  to 
Mr.  Corruthers'  statement  that  a,ooo 
miners  were  required  in  New  South 
Wales,  1281 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  whether  the  Acting 
Prime  Minister  would  take  steps  to 
contradict  statements  appearing  in  cer- 
tain immigration  advertisements;  and 
also  that  made  by  Mr,  Carruthers  as 
to  the  need  for  miners  in  New  South 
Wales,  1413 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Government  had  beeit  called  to 
the  settlement  scheme  formulated  by 
the  Salvation  Army;  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  communicule  with  States 
Govcmmenis  with  a  view  to  offering 
inducements  to  the  Salvation  Army  tu 
establish  settlements  in  Australia,  1596 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  cases  in  which  the  Im- 
migration Restriction  Act  bos  been  en- 
forced to  prevent  the  introdaction  of 
immigrants  suffering  from  consump- 
tion, 1 516 

Mr.  Liddetl  as  to  action  taken  to  avoid 
danger  threatened  by  admission  of 
consumptives,  3314 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  whether  agreements 
between  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining 
Coqipany  and  immigrants  indented 
from  Europe  were  made  within  the 
Commonwealth,  3423 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Immigration — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  Government  action  in 
connexion  with  unregulated  immigra- 
tion to  New  South  Wales,  4518 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  dissatisfaction  of 
Spanish  immigrants  to  Queeosland, 
4047 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  references 'by  Mr. 
J.  M.  Reid  to  introduction  of  white 
artisans  under  contract,  C046 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  nrioging  ad- 
vantages of  settlement  in  AustraHa 
under  notice  of  persons  at  present 
emigrating  from  America  and  Canada 
to  Great  Britain,  6727;  Mr.  Joseph 
Cook,  6727 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  strike  of  Spanish 
immigrants  at  Geraldton,  7113 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  tabling  of  report  of 
officers  appointed  to  inquire  into  al- 
leged smuggling  of  Chinese,  88t6 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  accuracy  of  state- 
ments appearing  in  British  Auttralo' 
Han,  8938 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  advertiung  opportuni- 
ties afforded  by  Australia  to  indus- 
trial immigrants,  9090 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  enforcement  of  Im- 
migration Restriction  Act  in  respect 
to  admission  of  Japanese  to  Thnrs- 
day  Island,  958a 

Mr,  }.  H.  Catts  as  to  appointment  of 
immigration  lecturers,  9420 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  whether  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  were  249 
applicants  for  one  block  of  land  at 
Wagga,  it  is  desirable  to  encourage 
immigration  of  people  desiring  to 
settle  on  the  land,  9765 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  statement  by  Hon.  T. 
Price  in  lAudon  that  there  ia  plenty 
of  land  in  South  Australia  available 
for  immigrants,  9765 

Ur.  Botchison  as  to  influx  of  Okiaeae, 
9844 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  whether,  in  view 
of  statements  by  Premier  of  Victoria 
immigrants  would  not  be  introduced 
until  provision  was  made  for  their 
future,  10130 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  would  ascertain  the  views  of 
Premiers  of  States  other  than  Vic- 
toria, 10130 

Mr.  Palmer  as  to  statement  of  Premier 
of  Victoria  that  railway  construction 
projected  vrould  render  3,000,000 
acres  in  Victoria  available  for  settle- 
ment, 10x30 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  ts  in  agreement  with  the 
Premier  of  Victoria  on  the  immigra- 
tion question,  10179 

Mr.  Crouch  ns  to  printing  in  block  type 
of  new  ideas  on  the  subject  of  in- 
migration  by  the  honorable  member 
for  Flinders,  10179 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  land  in  Victoria 
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ErrESNAL  ArFAtts—effntinued. 
Immigration — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  payments  on 
vouchers  by  Dr.  Arthur,  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Immigration  League, 
104DI 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Conference  of  self- 
governing  States  OD  question  of  re- 
striction of  Asiatic  immigration, 
10483 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  whether  desertion  of 
foreign  sailors  to  accept  employment 
on  coal-fields  constitutes  a  breach  of 
the  Immigration  Restriction  Act, 
10483 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  alleged  effort 
of  Dr.  Arthur  to  promote  immigra- 
tion of  Russian  Jews,  10756 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  statements  of  Mr. 
E.  Osier  coaceming  exodus  of  Vic- 
torian farmers  to  Queensland,  10S77 

Mr.  Ketly  as  to  statements  made  by  Mr. 
Price  in  England,  and  contention  of 
members  of  Labour  Party  that  there 
is  no  land  available  for  settlement, 
10877 

Mr.  Fairbairn  as  to  whether  relerence 
by  Mr.  O'Malley  to  statements  by 
Mr.  Osier  did  not  suggest  "  stinking 
fish  "  policy,  10877 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  To  whether  Mr.  Price's 
remedy  for  lack  of  land  for  settle- 
ment was  not  a  progrenive  land  tax, 
10878 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  applications  for  land 
thrown  opca  to  settlement  in  Queens- 
land, 10S78 

"At.  Kelly  as  to  immigration  of  Scottish 
fishermen,  10965 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  statement  in 
Sydney  Daily  Telegrafh^  and  intro- 
duction of  undesirably  immigrants, 
11006;  as  to  negotiations  by  Dr. 
Aitbur  to  bring  about  exclusive  settle- 
ments of  Russian  and  Italian  aliens, 
11339;  as  to  whether  any  money  had 
been  granted  to  Dr.  Arthur  or  Immi- 
gration League  since  ist  November, 
1907,  for  immigration  purposes,  11339; 
as  to  action  of  League  in  promoting 
immigration  of  non-English-speaking 
aliens,  11707 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  statements  by 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  11386; 
Mr.  Carr,  11388 

[See  ADvnnsiNG  Aostraua.] 

iHnSUL  CONFERENd. 

Senate: 

Secretariat,  establishment  of,  address^  70 
Services  of  Mr.  Deakin  at,  address,  59, 

=92.  370.  377.  393.  473, 
Work  of,  address,  10,  58,  67,  148,  370, 

393.  473 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Symon  as  to  supply  of  copies 

of  Report  ftf,  563,  649 
Senator  Symon  as  to  Papers  laid  be- 
fore, 3405,  2513 


ExTESNAL  Affaibs — eoniinued. 
Imperial  Conference — eoniinued. 

Rouse  of  Refresentatives : 

Articles  by  Mr.  Richard  Hain,  Budget, 

3228-30,  3388-91 
Expenses  of   Commonwealth  Represcnta* 

tives,  su^iy,  1873,  1136^-3 
Representations  by  Mr.  Deakin  and  Sir 

Wm.  Ljme,  address,  420-44,  456;  suffly, 

1806-8;  Budget,  3289;  supply,  3846 
Secretariat,  establishment  and  powers  of, 

92,  loi,  r7a,  178,  179,  216,  324,  420-44 
Services  of  Mr.  Deakin  at,  address,  24, 

27.  90.   loi,   i"5.   169,   189,  210,  227, 

^36,  3^6,  329,  345,  459;  Budget,  2660; 

luffly.  ri363 
Speeches  by  Sir  Wm.  Lvne,  address. 

202,  aio,  345 
Work  of,  address,  loi,  159,  170,  178,  189, 

ai6,  327,  334 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  report  of,  297-8; 
Mr.  Reid,  298;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  470 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  election  of  Australiaa 
Representatives  at  future  Conferences, 
5416 

[Navigation  Conference,  see  Teade  and 
CosTOUs,  "  Navigation  and  Shipping"] 

ImPEKIAL  iNSTm-TE. 
House  0/  Jfefresentaiives: 
Assistance  to^  suffly,  9404 

India. 
Senate : 

Circular  issued  bv  Indian  Government  on 
purchase  of  Remounts  in  Australia, 
supply,  8902-4 

Question  by  Senator  Millen  as  to  Indian 
Government's  proposal  with  respect  to 
purchase  of  Remounts,  8867,  10073,  'o*S3 

Japan. 
Senate: 

Relations  of  Commonwealth  with,  supply, 

11486-8 
Question  by — 
Senator  Pearce    as  to  Anglo-Japanese 

treaty,  8507 
Senator  Pulsford  as  to  representation  of 
Australia  at  Tokio  Exhibition,  11383 

House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by — 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  truth  of  statement 
that  projected  Japanese  steel  and 
iron  works  were  to  be  supplied  with 
Australian  ore,  6593 

Java. 
Senate: 

Victorian  subsidized  trade  with,  6317,  6319 
House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by — 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  influx  of  Japanese 
and  other  Orientals   into;   and  ap- 
pointment of  Commonwealth  Repre- 
sentative at  Batavii[pSpQ8-.^T^ 
Digitized  by  VjUOQlc 
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ExmNAL  Affaibs — continued. 
Ksnt  Hakdib,  Mb. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Seoator  Dobson  as  to  speechM 
1^,  in  India,  4245 

Kuuus. 
Senate: 

Repatriation  of,  address^  61 ;  suffly,  588*. 
5893*  6348^.  8987-8,  12144 
House  of  Refresenlattves: 

Labour  cf,  Confined  to  Sugar  Industry, 

addresst  336 
Repatriation   of,   address,   333;  suffiy, 

1806,  884r,  9^-90,  9707-8,  1 1378 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  alleged  murder  of 

Repatriated  Ifilanders,  503 
Mr.  Mabon  as  to  payment  by  Queens- 
land Government  towards  expense  of 
repatriation  of,  9684 

Land  fob  Sbttlei«nt.   [See  Immigration.] 

LiHUIHGOW,   HABQUIS  OF. 
Senate  .• 

Motion,  by  Senator  Best,  of  sympathy 
upon  death  of,  8504;  debated,  8^04; 
agreed  to,  8505 

Reply  to  motion  of  sympathy  announced, 
9040 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion,   by   Mi.   Deakin,   of  synipatby 

upon  death  of,  8818;  agreed  to,  W19 
Rep^  to  motion  of  sympathy  announced, 

LOGUE,  Cabdinal.    [See  Eufdee,  The  Cohe- 
sion of]. 

London  Docks. 

House  <tf  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to  communica- 
tion with  Imperial  Government  suggest- 
ing improvements  to  make  better  pro- 
vision for  repacking  and  storage  of 
perishable  produce^  ^36,  9684 

LONDON  Offices  of  the  Coicuonwealxh. 
Senate  : 

Captain  Collins,  Duties  of,  sufpiy, 
10395-6 

Establishment  of,  supply,  10293,  10394-5 
Site  for,  adj.,  37^1,  suffly.  3800-3,  3805- 
6,  3814.  3817-8.  ■J834-8,  3841-3,  3845-8, 
3849,  3903-4,  3908  ",  3qu:5.  39i7-a>» 
3923.30,  4063-83,  4144-54,  11617,  13144 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Mulcahv  as  to  whether  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament  would  be  obtained 
before  the  Commonwealth  was  bound 
to  the  acquisition  of  any  property  for, 
3683 

Senator  Macfarlnne  as  to  when  option 
for  purchase  of  lease  of  site  for,  would 
expire,  3683 

Senator  Hillen  as  to  conflict  between 
answers  eiven  by  Senator  Best  and 
Sir  William  Lyne  on  subject  of  the 
acquisition  of  a  site  for,  3796 


ExiEKNAL  hsthsa.^-~continued. 
London    Offices    of    the  Commonwealtli— 
eouHnued. 
Questions  bj^— 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  whether  copy 
of  cable  sent  by  Sir  William  Lyne  in 
connexion  with  the  site  would  be 
tabled,  3796 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  negotia- 
tions for  lease  of  site  w«e  bang 
conducted  directly  with  London 
County  Cound!  or  through  an  agent, 
4'44 

Senator  Millen  as  to  negotiations  for 
the  acquisition  of  site,  4363 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  consultation 
with  Premier  of  Victoria  with  respect 
to  style  of  proposed  bnildings,  4470 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  consultation 
with  Premier  of  States  other  than 
Victoria  with  respect  to  character  of 
proposed  buildings,  4470 

Senator  Walker  as  to  whether  offer 
made  for  site  has  been  accepted, 
4706 

Senator  Walker  as  to  negotiations  for 
acquisition  of  site,  5177,  5857 

Senator  Colonel  Neild  as  to  pxeseat 
position  of  negotiations  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  a  site,  7543 

Senator  MiUen  as  to  reported  termina- 
tion of  negotiations  with  London 
County  Council,  7700 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  steps  being  taken 
to  secure  a  site,  8104 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Administration  in  London    of  Comnun- 

wealth  Affairs,  suffly,  1803,  l204 
Captain  Collins,  Duties  of,  suffly,  36a4-5, 

3629.  3633-4.  3637.  9488-9 
Establishment  of,  suffly,  t8o3,  1810-11; 

Budget,  3916-7,  8966,  8970-5 
Expenditure  in,  suffly,  948S 
Site  for.  Budget,  1641-3;  suffly,  i8it. 

1875-6,  1879-80,  188a ;  Budget,  a66i, 
2917;   suffly,   3616-94  ^22-76,  3740, 

11361 

QttestioDS  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  alleged  appointment 
of  Mr.  Petherick  in,  3567 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  whether  Australian 
architects  would  be  given  an  oppor> 
tunity  to  submit  competitive  designs 
toi,  3733 

Mr.  Page  as  to  whether  AustrsJian  la- 
bour and  materials  would  be  used  in 
construction  of,  3732 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  opinion 
of  the  Senate  wou'd  be  obt.-iined  be- 
fore the  Acting  Prime  Hinistex  nego- 
tiated with  the  London  County  Cooa- 
cil  as  with  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, 3732,  3851 
Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  reason  for  delay  in 
submitting  vote  for,  3732 

Mr.   Liddell    as  to   consultation  with 
Premier  of  Victoria  with  respect  to 
type  of  buildings,  4633 
Mr.  Wise   as  to  steps  taken  to  acquire 
site,  4648  ^  I 
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External  AtFAttiS—eanHnutd. 
X^ondon  Offices  of  the  Commonwealth — 
tinued — 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  acquisition  of  site,  jaoS 
Mr.  Willis    as   to   design   for,  5309; 
as  to  offers  of  sites,  9953 ;  as  to  whether 
final  arrangements  had  yet  been  made 
for  purchase  of  site,  6676,  7299,  12155 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  speeches  delivered  in 

London  by  Captain  Collins,  71 11 
Mr.  Kelly   as  to  means  of  supplying 
information    to,    on  Commonwealth 
affairs,  9476-7 
Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  position  of  Captain 
Collins  in  London,  9476 

Making  Sdbtets. 

Marine  Survey  of  North-wed  Coast  of 
Tasmania,  suf^y,  3880,  5885,  6324-5 

Marine  Survey  of  North-west  Coast  of 
Western  Auatralift,  suffly,  5880,  5884-5, 
6347 

Motion  by  Senator  de  Largie  for  tabling 
of  correspondence  with  Imperial  Govern- 
ment on  Marine  Survey  of  the  North- 
west coast  of  Australia,  650 

Questions  by  Senator  dc  Largie  as  to  steps 
taken  to  provide  for  survey  of  north- 
west coast,  7702,  8868 ;  as  to  need  for, 
118641  as  to  expenditure  of  Common- 
wealth money  on  survey  of  Tasmanian 
coast,  119S5 

House  of  Refrestttlatives : 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  Commonwealth  con- 
tribution to  cost  of  Marme  Survey  of 
North-West  Coast  of  Wcsiem  Aus- 
tralia by  Admiralty,  2450 

Mr.  Ma^OD  as  to  Marine  Survey  of 
North-West  Coast  of  Western  Aus* 
tialia,  2450 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  whether  survey  of 
North-West  Coast  ii  to  be  made,  4519 

Sir  Joha^  Forrest  as  to  iDformafioii  in 
possession  of  Government  with  respect 
to  survey  of  North-west  Coast  of  Aus- 
tralia, 7249,  8939 

Mr.  Watson  as  to  acquisition  of  an  Aus- 
tralian survey  ship,  8930 

Medical  Degbees. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Questitm  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  registra* 

tion  of,  10574 

Meteokological  StmvEY  [See  Niukod  Polak 
ExraumoK], 

New  Caledonia. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Bruce  Smith  aa  to  dif< 
fercntial  treatment  of  French  and  Aus- 
tralian Merchants  trading  with,  6418 

New  Guinea  [See  Papua], 


EXTEtNAL  Affaibs — continued. 
New  Guinea,  Gebhan. 
Senate: 

Question   by  Senator   Lynch   as  to  dis- 
abilities of  British  subjects  in,  11678 
[See  Papua] 

New  Hesudes. 
Senate : 

Assistance  to  British  Settlers,  address,  62; 

suffly,  5886,  5893 
Austral  i  an    S  c  ttlers    in.    Treatment  of, 

suffly,  11485 

Mail  Service,  smffiy^  5885 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Walker  as  to  admission  under 
special  Tariff  conditions  of  British- 
grown  produce,  4245 

Senator  Walker  aa  to  grants  to  British 
maize-growers  in,  47^ 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  whether  it  is 
a  condition  of  the  grants  to  Britt^ 
mai/c-growcrs  in,  that  they  shall  em- 
ploy  only  white  labour,  4708,  4895 

Senator  Millen  as  to  appointment  of 
French  Judge  to  Joint  Commission, 
8867 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Australian  settlers,  treatment  of,  stiffly, 
941 1 

Appointment  of  Eoglish  Judge  to  Joint 

Commission,  supply,  9410 
Policy  of  Commonwealth  with  respect  to, 

suffly.  9410-2,  9415,  94'9.95"-3,95>4-5 
Mail  Service,  suffly,  i8o6-ia 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  showing 
disbursement  of  vote  of  jCsoo  for  assist- 
ance to  British  Settlers  in,  470 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  show- 
ing value  of  British  imports  and  exports 
between  Australia  and,  1378 

Taxation  of  imports  from,  suffiy,  9410-1, 
94»3-4 

Trading  Factlitiea  with,  suffly,  21364 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  steps  have 
been  taken  under  the  New  Hebrides 
Convention  for  appointment  of  Joint 
Court  for  the  settlement  of  disputes, 
647 

Mr.  Johnsou  as  to  basis  of  distribution 
of  grant  of  ^^500,  i4r3,  1596 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  breach  by  French 
traders  of  terms  of  Anglo-French  Con- 
vention, aiai 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  tp  whether  the 
Government  declined  to  consider  the 
grievances  of  the  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion in  the,  3268,  3301,  3419 

Mr.  Bamford  aa  to  tenders  for  mail 
service  to,  3508-9;  Mr.  Tudor,  3508 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  differential  treat- 
ment of  French  and  British  settlers, 
6418 

Mr.   Maloney   as  to  efficacy  of  virus 
used  for  the  destruction  ofi  rats  in, 
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External  Affaiks — continued. 
New  Hebrides — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson   as  to  desirability  of  ap- 
pointing Britiili  Jndge  to  Joint  Com- 
mission; and  as  to  transfer  of  centre 
of  British  administration  from  Fiji  to 
Sydney,  88t8 
Mr.   Bowden    as  to  preferential  trade 

with,  S929 
Mr.  J.  Thomson   as  to  alleged  neglect 
of    interests    of    British  lesidents, 
10700 

Mr.  Harper  as  to  establishment  of 
Joint  Court,  10788 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  representations  to  Im> 
penal  authorities  concemiag  grave 
condition  of  affairs  in,  10877 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  urgency  of  ap- 
pointment of  British  Commission  to, 
1 1326 

[See  Pacific  Islands.] 

New  Zealand. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  that  a  message 
of  congratulation  be  sent  to,  on  the  as- 
sumotion  of  the  title  of  "Dominion," 
3811 

Keply  to  message  of  ooagratulation,  4036 
Question  by  Senator  Walker  as  to  whether 
a  {»ngratuIatory  mnsage  would  be  sent 
to,  on  the  assumption  of  the  title  of 
"  Dominion,"  3795 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  that  a  message  of 
congratulation  be  sent  to,  on  assumption 
of  title  of  "Dominion."  38i;a-3 
Reply  to  message  of  congratulation,  4085 
Question  by  ni.  Thomas  as  to  freight 
on  State  importations,  5802 

NraFOLK  ISLAttD. 
Senate  : 

Transfer  to  Commonwealth,  Objection  of 
Residents  to,  ruf^y,  1x486 

Souse  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  making 
the  island  a  Territory  of  the  Common- 
wealth, 9957 

"  NiHBOD  "  Polar  Exfedition. 
Senate  ■■ 

Questions  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  grant  in 
aid  of,  7701.  7754;  applications  for, 
7849 

Bouse  of  RefresenteHvst: 

Motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  printing  of 
letter  from  Professor  David,  7492  j  de- 
bated. 7492-3;  agreed  to,  7493 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  promise 
that  Lieutenant  Shackleton  would  com- 
plete meteorological  and  electric  survey 
of  Australia,  10875  * 


EXTiRNAL  Affairs — continued. 
NoBTHKBM  Territory. 
Senate ; 

Agreement  for  transfer,  address,  78,  401 ; 

«835-6,  1839,  1849-50,  1853.5 
Expenditure  in,  stiffly,  1948,  3809,  11266, 
11370 

Transfer  of,  to  Commonwealth,  address. 
10,  50,  60,  142,  363,  a8a,  995,  357,  374. 
381;   supply.   1835,   1849,   1861,  3809; 

9735-43 

Visit  of  Parliamentary  Party  to,  addrers, 

ij,  78,  141,  381 
Questions  hy — 

Senator  Findlev  as  to  whether  Govern- 
ment of  South  Australia  will  be  re- 
quested to  discontinue  sales  of  land 
until  the  agreement  with  the  Common- 
wealth for  transfer  of.  has  been  dealt 
with,  828,  1130 

Senator  Cluitaway  as  to  mining  de- 
velopment in,  830,  931,  1130 

Senator  Symon  as  to  elimination  from 
Agreement  for  transfer  of  conditioaa 
with  respect  to  proposed  constrnctioa 
of  transcontinental  railway  from  Kal- 
goorlie  to  Port  Augusta,  1232,  1330 

Senator  Millen  as  to  when  the  Senate 
would  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
discuss  proposed  Agreement  for  trans- 
fer of,  1232 ;  Senator  Sir  Josiab 
Symon,  9041,  9421 

Senator  Walker  as  to  printing  and  cir- 
culation  of   Agreement    for  transfer 

p  of'  3 '45 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  transfer  of,  in 
relation  to  suggested  construction  of 
linking  railway  by  Queensland  Go- 
vernment, 5084 

Senator  Dobaon  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  preserve  rights 
bond  fide  acquired  in  tespect  of  lands 
in,  8554,  8616 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  steps  to  be 
taken  in  respect  of  lessees  or  con- 
ditional purchasers  in,  who  have  for- 
feited their  rights  through  non-fuIfi|. 
ment  of  conditions,  8854 

Senator  Symon  as  to  whether  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  acquire  the,  before  de- 
ciding how  lands  and  residents  are  to 
be  dealt  with,  8554 

Senator  Gray  as  to  appointment  of 
Royal  Commission  to  secure  infoma* 
tion  before  Parliament  is  asked  to 
consent  to  transfer,  8699 

Itous£  of  Rfpreientatives: 

Agreement  for  transfer,  address,  106,  169, 

190,  239-41 J  supply,  3337 
Alienation  of  lands  in,  ad;.,  2346 
Auditing  of  Accounts  of,  supply,  9970 
Development  of.  Budget.  1642,  31 16 
Expenditure  on,  under  Agreement,  Budget, 

2465 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  sfaowiag 
particulars  of  all  lands  alienated  u, 
469;  questions,  2566,  4413 

Motion  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  for  return 
showing  area  and  value  of  Crown  and 
alienated  lands  and  particulars  of  re- 
venue and  expenditure  in,  470 ;  mi}.. 
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ExRiNAL  Akfaibs — continued. 
Northern  Territory — continited. 
Settlement  io,  suffly,  9733 
Transfer  of,  to  Commonwealth,  address, 
106,  lai.  laSt  i6a,  186,  joo,  332,  239, 
325.  327*  33»»  345.  347  i  Budget,  313a, 
aa7i,  2605  a970,  397»i  suffly,  3M3-4 
Vuit  of  ParliamcAUTjr  Party  to,  addrttSt 

128,  239 
Questions  by — 

Ut.  Fuller   as  to  condttioas  on  wtudi 
land  it  held  by  private  compaain* 
158;  Mr.  Glynn,  158 
Mr.  BatchetoT  ai  to  report  on  finaneet 
of,  194 

Ur.  J.  H.  Catti  as  10  nggeited  nsnmp* 
tira  of,  bv  British  Gorenunent,  to  be 
populate^  with  blacks  from  India,  and 
right  of  British  GovemmeDt  to  re- 
■nme,  laSo;  Ur.  Glynn,  laSo 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  whether  negotia- 
tions for  transfer  are  still  proceeding, 
and,  if  so,  whether  the  Prime  Min- 
ister has  noticed  that  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Government  are  adding  to  the 
debt  of  the  Territory,  6728 

Ur.  Glynn  as  to  passing  by  South  Aas- 
tralian  Parliament  of  motion  affirming 

•  CMditions  of  tiantfax  of«  7x1a 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  when  Bill  to 
ratify  Agreement  would  be  submitted, 
9100 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  necessity  for 
referendum  of  electors  of  South  Aua- 
tralia  to  give  effect  to  proposed  trans- 
fer of,  to  Commonwealth,  9480 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  when  agreement 
will  be  dealt  with,  10524 

Ur.  Poynton  as  to  purchase  and  dis- 
tribution of   Ur.  Searcy's  work  on, 

10786 

Olvmrah  Gamu. 

Hgust  0/  Kefrtsentalivet: 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney  as  to  subudiary 
fund  to  defray  expenses  of  Australian 
competitors  at,  93^ 

Pacific  Islands. 

House  af  Refresentaiivet : 

Mail  service  to,  luffty,  1806,  1810,  1812 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  return  show* 

ing  value  of  British  imports  and  exports 

between  Australia  and,  1378 
Policy  of  the  Commonwealth  with  respect 

to,  suffly,  9410-2,  9415,  9419,  95"-3. 

9514-5 

Trade  with  Commonwealth,  suffly,  1S06- 

7,  1812 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  position  of 
Australian  claims  in  connexion  with 
treatment  of  Australian  vessels  trad, 
iag  to  German  Islands,  6813,  7250 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  tenders  for  mail 
aerriee  to,  and  terminal  port,  3508-9; 
Mr.  Tudor,  3508 


External  Affairs — eontinued. 
Senate: 

Administration  of,  address,  61 ;  Budget, 

164a;  suffly,  8931,  zoa96-3oa,  11483-5) 

IIjo6-I2 

Administrator,    appointment   of,  suffly, 

10397-300;  ad;.,  11698-700 
Annual    Report    of    Administrator  of, 

ruffly,  8930 
Development  of,  suffly,  5885,  10301-2 
Free-trade  with,  address,  62 
Labour  Ordinance,  adj.,  11698-700 
Land,   administration   in,   suffty,  8931, 

11483-5,  11506-12,  11520 
Mail  Service  to,  suffly,  5885 
Uotion  by  Senator  Pearce  for  return  of 
all  officials  employed  in  administration 
of,  8869 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Pearce   as  to  report  on  copper 
fields,  and  monthly  reports  of  Direc- 
tor of  Mines  and  Agriculture,  353 
Senator  Chataway   at  to  conditions  for 

tenders  for  itean  service  to,  1936 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  tabling  of  report 
of  Mines  and  Lands  Department,  7701 
Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  communication 
from  tmofficial  members  of  Le^dative 
Council  00  withholding  of  Aissent  to 
Land  Ordinance,  8700 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  alleged  massacres 
in,  9237 

Senator  Pearce    as   to   circulation  of 

copies  of  Ordinances,  9353 
Senator  Millen  as  to  action  of  Governor 

of  German  New  Guinea  in  disrated 

territory,  11300 
Senator  Givens    as  to  appointment  of 

Administrator  at  an  early  date,  11678 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Acting  Administrator,  ad;.,  9794-5 
Administration   of,    address,    108,    174 ; 

suffly,   6389,   8975,   8977-8,  9396-405. 

9409.  941a,  9418,  9419,  9430,  -949<-50>t 

9506-9 

Administrator,  appomtment  of,  suffly^ 
9405.  9495.  9501-6,  9508^,  9511 

Death  rate  of  Natives  employed  in 
mmes,  suffly,  6289-90,  9394 

Development  of,  suffly,  6289,  9407,  9409- 
10,  9414,  9503 

Employment  and  treatment  of  Natives, 

„«'f/'3'.  9393-6.  9398,  9^ 
English,  compulsory  teaching  of,  suffly, 
9420,  9490 

Enforced  Native  Labour,  suffly,  1 1375 
Evidence  given  before  Royal  Commission, 

address,  174-8 
Hut  Tax,  suggested,  suffly,  xiyjs 
Mail  Service,  suffly,  11350,  11360-1 
Uail  Service,  coloured  labour  in,  suffly, 

94  <3 

Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  for  return  show- 
ing value  of  British  imports  and  exports 
between  Australia  and.  1378 

Motion  by  Mr.  McWilliams,  for  return 
giving  particulars  with  respect  to  em- 
ployment of  Native  labourers,  9300 

Motion  by  Mr.  Bovrden,  for  return  of 
partienlan  of  Civil  Service  of,  X1390 

Ordinances  ordered  tqH'le^nntelnQsBa 
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ErrraNAL  Affairs — eontinuei. 
Papua — (ontinued. 
Questions  by — ' 
Mr.  Bamford   as  to  telegraph  commuai- 

cation  with,  40>; 
Mr.  Bamford    as  to  tenders  for  mail 
service  to  Papua,  Solomon  Islands,  and 
New  Hebrides,  3508-9;   Mr.  Tudor, 

3508 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  object  of  ordinances 
with  regard  to  removal  of  aboriginal 
natives,  4309,  ^^xa 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  appointment  of  Com* 
mittee  to  report  upon  ordinances 
passed  by  Executive  Council  of,  4310 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  installation  of  wire- 
less telegraphic  communication  with, 
at  places  requiring  no  special  defence, 
43" 

Mr.  Page  as  to  land  settlement  in,  4646 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  appointments  of 
Government  Agent  at  Rigo,  and  Com- 
mandant of  Police,  4958 

Mr.  McWilUama  as  to  condition  of 
natives  working  in  mines,  6735 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  taxation  of  natives, 
6813 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  rights  of  Mt.  Wick* 
ham  with  respect  to  Con6ict  Group,  in 
view  cf  delay  io  passing  Papua  Bill, 
7348 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  representations  to 
secure  assent  to  amendment  of  Ismd 
regulations  to  permit  of  wholesale 
purchase  of  native  lands,  8816 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  early  appointment 
of  Administrator;  and  whether  Judge 
Murray  would  be  appointed,  9001 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator ;  and  as  to  work  of  act- 
ing Administrator,  9476 

Mr.  Wilks  as  to  separation  of  judicial 
from  administrative  power  in  the  ap- 

-  pointment  of  Administrator,  9476 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  suspension  of  Sur* 
veyor-General  of,  9761 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  imoiediate  ap- 
pointment of  Administrator,  9763 

Mr.  .McWilliams  as  to  steps  taken  to 
determine  cause  of  high  rate  of  mor* 
tality  amcrngst  natives,  9766 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  fortnightly  mail  ser- 
vice to,  9953 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  land  scandals  in, 
9956;  Mr.  Page,  10077 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  whether  Sir  William 
McGregor  is  in  a  position  to  consider 
an  appointment  as  Administrator, 
10077 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  whether  Mr.  Stan!- 
forth  Smith  was  aware  that  an 
officer  sitting  with  him  on  the 
Land  Board  was  interested  in  an  ap- 
plication before  the  Board,  10131 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  whether,  in  view  of 
statements  by  Bishop  StODcWigg, 
some  person  new  to  the  service  would 
be  appointed  Administrator,  10178 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator' before  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  10(78 


ExxniUL  Affairs — cetUituied. 
Papua — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Mahon    as  to  suggested  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.   H.  W.   Champiim  as 
Treasurer  of  Papua,  10178 
Mr.   O'Malley    as    to    limitation  of 
tenure  of  land  leases  to  ten  years. 
"575 

Mr.  Bowden   as  to  alleged  massacre  of 

natives,  10606 
Mr.  McWilliams   as  to  terms  of  leases 

held     by     Messrs.     Buchanan  and 

Charpentier,  10606,  10653 
Mr.  Kell^    as  to  source  of  statements 

concerning  dissensions  in,  10607 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  land  transactions  in, 

and    Mr,     Drummond's  suspension, 

10878,  1174a 
Mr.  D.  Thomson   as  to  efforts  to  alter 

boundary  between  German  New  Guinea 

and,  10965 
Mr.  Willis    as  to  steps  taken  to  fill 

vacancies  in  Civil  Service  of,  11054 
Mr.  Knox  as  to  taxation  of  Natives  of, 

1 1 158 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  reported  encounter 
with  natives,  11182;  as  to  action  of 
German  officials  in  connexion  with  sur- 
vey of  boundary  between  Gennao 
New  Guinea  and,  11323,  ri^Ss;  as  to 
printing  of  Ordinances,  11 183 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  alleged  un- 
satisfactory state  of  affairs  in ;  steps 
taken  to  place  administration  on  proper 
basis,  and  appointment  of  Adminis- 
trator, 11324 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  statement  of  Anglican 
Bishop  of;  and  appointment  of  Ad- 
ministrator while  Parliament  is  sitting, 
11324 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  Legislative  Council  of, 
had  not  informed  the  Prime  Minister 
that  almost  the  whole  of  the  white 
population  are  in  favour  of  the  pet- 
manent  appointment  of  the  acting  Ad- 
ministrator; as  to  whether  the  white 
population  had  not  petitioned  to  the 
same  eilect,  11335 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  whether  the  recom- 
mendation in  favour  of  the  perma- 
nent appointment  of  the  acting  Ad- 
ministrator was  not  repudiated  by  cer- 
tain of  the  white  residents  of,  11335 

Mr.  McWilliams  es  to  defining  boun- 
dary between  German  New  Guinea 
and,  11385 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  whether  the  acting 
Administrator  had  approved  of  L^nds 
Department  Officials  holding  shares 
in  companies  applying  for  land, 
11431-2;  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  1143a 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  calling  applications 
for  position  of  Administrator,  11533; 
Mr.  Bowden,  11533 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  association  of  Mr. 
Staniforth  Smith  with  land  scandals 
in,  11533;  Mr.  WilIiS|  11533 

Mr.  Livingston   as  to  issue  of  instmc- 
tions  that  no  more  land  should  be  sold 
in,  11533  I 
Digitizecf  by^OOQlC 
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External  Affairs — cantinued. 
Papua — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  reasons  for  acting  Ad- 
ministrator's references  to  lack  of  ad- 
ministrative experience  and  capacity 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Slamfurth  bmitti, 
1 1534 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  whether  Mr.  Drummond 
had  exhausted  his  right  of  apjKali 
"524 

Mr.  McWilliami  as  to  preventing 
cNEBciaU  being  interested  in  land 
transactions  in,  iiSMi  "  ^  delay  in 
furnishing  return  of  indented  labour, 
"744 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  case  of  Mr. 
Drummond,  12199 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  tabling  of  papers  re- 
lating to  appointment  of,  and  charges 
against,  Mr.  Drummond,  12199 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  evidence  of  Mr.  Russell 
at  inquiry  into  charges  against  Mr. 
Drummond,  12199 

Mr.  Wilson  as  to  record  of  Mr.  Ardlie, 
and  his  connexion  with  land  scandals, 
13199 

Pbabling  Fleeis. 
House  of  Refresentetives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  raids  upon, 
by  foreign  pirates,  81 

Philippines, 

House  of  Refr^sentalives : 

Questions  by  Mr.  Wise  as  to  restriction 
On  importations  of  butter  into,  5210  i 
Mr.  Maloney,  6726 

Portugal. 
Senate  ■ 

Message  of  condolence  on  assassination  of 

King  and  Crown  Prince  of,  7791 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Stewart   as  to  message  of  con- 
dolence, 7794;    Senator   de  Largie, 
7794 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  send  a  message  of 
sympathy  with  the  pet^le  of,  on  the 
outrage  of  their  liberties,  7795 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  ascertain  the  truth  of 
the  allegation  that  the  late  King  of, 
had  usurped  despotic  power,  7841 

PSKFBSENTIAL  TRADE.     [Set  TRADE  AND  CUS- 
TOMS, "Tariff,  General."] 

Premiers*  Confbrencc. 
Senate  : 

Anti.Federal    attitnde   of,   addritSt  149, 

394,  400 
House  of  Refresentaiives : 
Anti-Federal    attitude  of,   address,   t6i  \ 

Budget,  3013,  iai7 
Proceedings  at,  suffly,  33r6-7,  3341-2 
Statement  by  Mr.  Dealcin  at,  11787 
Motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  for  printing  of 

memorandum  of>   at   a  Parliamentary 

Paper,  774 
Influence  of,  suffly,  3335 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Premiers'  Conference — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook   as  to  report  of,  470 
Mr.  Webster  as  to  bringing  position  of 
Border   Hospitals   under  notice  of, 
9194 

Mi.  Crouch  as  to  whether  the  Prime 
Minister  proposed  to  discuss  Com- 
monwealth matters  with  the,  10785 

Mr.  Reid  as  to  further  Conference  of 
State  Premiers  with  representatives  of 
Commonwealth  Government,  117S7;  as 
to  distribution  to  Federal  members  of 
copies  of  official  report  of  last,  12040 
[See  COIOIONWEALTH  AND  STATES.] 

President  Roosetelt. 
House  of  Refresenfatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  O'llalley   as  to  whether 
an  invitation  to  visit  Australia  would  be 
extended  to,  1075^ 
{See  American  Flhct,  Visit  of.] 

Quebec,  Tercentenary  of. 
Senate: 

Invitation  to  Prime  Minister  to  attend, 
announced,  9421 

Homse  of  Refresentaiives: 

Invitation  to  Prime  Minister  announced, 

9474 

Rabbits,  Tinned,  for  Imperial  Navt. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston  as  to  supply 
of  tinned  rabbits  for  the  Imperial  Navy, 
10875 

REMOUNTS  for  India.    [See  Indu.] 

Shipping  Subsidy. 

House  of  Refresentatives  .* 

Question  by  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  the 
Government   would   subsidize  steamers 

firoposed  to  be  run  by  Western  Austra- 
ian  Government  in  the  North-West  Coast 
Service,  10784 

Shipping,  Coastal  Trade.   [See  Treaties.] 

SiXGAPORB  : 
Senate : 

Subsidized  transport  of  Victorian  produce 
to,  supply,  6317,  6319 

Question  by- 
Senator  O'Loghiin  as  to  agreement  with 
Archibald  Currie  and  Co.  for  carriage 
of  goods  from  Victoria  to,  5746 

Statutes. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  as  to  printing 
and  issuing  of,  11 182 

Stock  (State  Quarantine).   [See  Trade  and 
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ExTEBNAL  Affairs — continued. 
SuNSHiNB  Railway  Accident. 
House  of  Refresentativet  ■■ 
Ohs,  on,  10482-3 

SYDNEir-MELBODKNE  EXPRESS. 

Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Colonel  Xeild  as 
to  alteration  of  time  for  change  of 
trains  at  Albury,  11217,  11301 

Suez  Canal. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Knox   as  to  representa- 
tions to  secure  reduction  of  canal  dues, 
lorSi 

Tahiti. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Questicms  by  Mr.  Bowdeo   as  (o  proposed 
transfer  of  from  France  to  Germany, 
3ro5;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  3734 

Tii-i.ETT,  Ma.  Ben,  Statemests  bt.   [See  Iiua- 

GRATION.] 

Theatiks. 
Senate : 

Anglo-Japanese   Treaty,    tufply, .  s^7'7i' 

5876 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  correspondence 
with  the  late  Right  Hon.  R.  j.  Seddon 
on  desirability  of  regarding  trade  be- 
tween the  Colonies  and  the  United 
Kingdom  as  coasUl  trade  in  order  to 
■void  cllMhing  with  treaties  made  with 
foreign  countries,  564 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  treaty  between 
Queensland  and  Japan,  and  responsi- 
bility of  Commonwealth  Government 
in  connexion  therewith,  5561,  5858 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  take  steps  to  denounce 
the  protocol  under  which  Queensland 
is  made  a  partv  to  the  Anglo- Japanese 
Treaty,  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  declaring 
the  British-Columbia  Act  on  the  lines 
of  the  Commonwealth  Immigration 
Restriction  Act  to  be  una)nstitutional, 
8507 

TBOnCAL  DlSK\SES. 

Senate : 

Vote  for  study  of,  sufply,  6348-0 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Vole  for  study  of,  suffty,  62S8,  9724 

ViCIOBUNS  IN  WESTKIN  AUSTRALIA. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  accu- 
racy of  report  that  Victorian  Government 
proposed  to  repatriate  families  of  Vic- 
torians said  to  have  been  stranded  in 
Western  Australia,  9765 


External  Affairs — continued. 
Western  Austsaua. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Mathews   as  to  crcxtfoi 

of  new  State  of  portion  of,  11743 
ISee  "  Marine  Suitets/'  and  "  SBlprno 
Subsidy."] 

WHITE  AUSntALIA  POLIOT. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Advantages  of,  Budget,  2457-8,  2969,  3975 ; 

suffly^  4024 
Cost  of.  Budget,  2975 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  as  to  views  of 
Imperial  Authorities  concerning  Com- 
monwealth legislation  preventing  the 
employment  of  lascars  on  ocean-going 
vessels  trading  with  the  Commonwealth, 
»97.5 

WoicEN's  Work  Exhibition. 
Senate : 

Special  adjournment  to  enable  icDnton  ta 
attend  opening  of,  4893-5 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Grant  in  aid  of,  suffly,  17S7,  1798,  1804, 
obs.,  1866-7;  suffty,  1870-S,  1877,  1879, 
1880,  1883,  adU  3345 

Motion  by  Mr.  Mahon,  for  correspondence 
concerning  grant  of  £ifioo  in  aid  of, 

1977 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  a  sum  of 
j£i,ooo  had  been  granted  in  aid  of, 
<75o  ' 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  whether  the  Gorem- 
ment  voluntarily  offered  a  grant  of 
j^i,ooo  to  the  Women's  Work  Associa- 
tion in  aid  of.  2236 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  adjournment  to  enable 
members  to  attend  opening  of,  4646; 
Mr.  Salmon,  49^5 

O'OVBRNHBNT. 

Authority  of. 
Senate : 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Government 

in  defying,  obs.t  2099 
Question — 

By  Senator  Hillen,  as  to  maiataining, 
2178 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Action  of  New  South  Wales  Govemmenc 
in  defying,  obs.,  J120;  Budget,  2152-3. 
2387-8,  2613,  262:8,  2726-8,  2829,  2907-11, 
3279;  adj.,  2344^6  ■,  suffly,  3431,  3440:, 
629r 

Exercise  of,  in  regard  to  carrien*  licences. 

^t^y^  3896-9,  2904-5 

Questions — 
By  Mr.  BowdeO  as  to  difficulty  arising 

out  of  seiznre  of  wire  netting,  3230; 

by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  2333;  by  Mr. 

Livingston,  2333 ;  by  Mr.  HutijiisoB, 

3563 ;  bv  Mr.  Page,  4^ 
By  Mr.  Fisher  as  to  intimation  from 

New    South  Wales  of   intention  t« 

seize  goods,  3331 
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GOTKBNUENT — cotUinued. 
Authority  of — eontinued. 

Questions — 

By  Mr.  Page  &3  to  medical  examinalioo 
of  Mr.  Carruthers,  2213 ;  as  to  amic- 
able settlemeot  of  dinercDCe  in  view 
of  resiguatioD  of  Mi.  Carruthers,  4309 

By  Mr.  Johnaoa  as  to  exercise  of,  in 
regard  to  carriers*  licences,  2687, 
3793;  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  2687 

CONST[TLTION  OF. 
Senate  : 

Appointment  of  Mi.  J.  H.  Cook  to  Cabi- 
net and  Executive,  obs.,  7652 

Changes  in,  ods.,  1130 

Question  by  Senator  Neild,  as  to  alteration 
in.  7S44.  75*9 
House  of  RefreseiUatives : 

Appointment  of  Mr.  ].  H.  Cook  to  Ex- 
ecutire  and  Cabinet,  obt.,  8818;  suffiy, 
948a 

Changes  in,  obs.,  1085 

Election  of. 
House  of  Refresentaiivet: 

Abolition  of  party  politics  in  favour  of, 
Budget.  3601 

Esniuns. 
House  of  RefreieiUatives: 

Loss  of  control  over  Estimates  by,  suffly, 
6380-8,  8830-3,  8S35,  13098,  r3i8o-6 

Ministers. 
Senate  : 

Mr.  Mauger,  charges  by,  against  Maitland 

Colliers,  adj.,  8354-64 
Senator  Best,  responsibility  of  Government 

for  statements  by,  sufply,  3936 
Sir  John  Forrest,  resignauon  of  as  Trea- 
surer, ohs.t  1130;  suffly,  3830 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild    as  to  charges  by  Mr. 
Mauger    against     Maitland  colliers, 
8103,   S309,  8673 ;   as  to  address  b^ 
Mr.  Mauger  at  Sydney,  and  prohibi- 
tion of  similar  speeches,  8507 
Senators  Stewart,  Symon,  and  Gray,  as 
to  speech  by  Senator  Best,  11468 
House  of  Representatives: 

Mr.  Deakin,  absence  of,  address,  159,  3o6, 
337,  345,  408;  obs.,  193,  693-4;  Budget, 
312^,  3658 ;  attitude  of  Opposition  to 
during  illness,  expl.,  693;  health  and 
retom   of,   exfl,,   694;   adjt.,  1083-4, 

3230.  3*3*;  'yfply*  3355;  congratula- 
tions on  return,  ods.,  3735 ;  resumption 
of  leadership  by,  ways  and  means,  4117; 
relations  to  Labour  Party  and  views  re- 
garding, address,  409-30,  455-6;  sufply. 
3348-9 

Mr.  Mauger,  interest  of,  m  Hat  Indus- 
try, exfl.,  6813 

Official  expenses  of  Ministers,  suffly, 
9482-7 

Sir  William  Lyne,  reference  to  Standard 
Oil  Company  having  the  "  numbers  in 
its  bag,"  f.o.,  iDQ74-^ ;  obs.,  10075-60 

Sir  John  Forrest,  resignation  of  as  Trea- 
surer, obt.t  io84*ti;  Budget,  2366-7 


OVEBNMENT — continued. 
Ministers — continued. 
Questions  ty — 

Mr.  Bowdcn,  health  of  Mr.  Deakin, 
'563 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  date  of  return  of  Mr. 
Deakin,  3621 

Mr.  Kelly,  acceptance  of  office  by  Sir 
Wm.  Lyne,  11707 

Mr.  Liddell,  speech  by  Mr.  Ewing,  773 

Mr.  Liddell  and  Mr.  Watkins,  charges 
by  Mr.  Mauger  against  Maitland  col- 
liers, 88t3 

Mr.  Reid,  illness  of  Mr.  Deakin  and 
Minister  acting  for,  397 ;  aspersions  on 
parents  of  children  in  East  Sydney, 
8818 

Mr.  Reid,  preventing  disclosure  of  rela- 
tions of,  by,  11706 

Position  op. 

Senile  : 

In  Parliament,  address,  40,  53,  64,  71-3, 
140-1,  293.5.  401 ;  supply,  3837,  3843-50 
On  New  Protection,  suffly,  0340-44 ;  obs., 

7S47-5*.  756«-3.  759a-4.  7613.  T^tg  ao 
Questions — 

By  Senator  Dobson  as  to,  on  New  Pro- 
tection, 7796 

By  Senator  Millen  as  to  whether  a  state- 
ment by  the  Treasurer  about  the  Tariff 
re^esents  the  views  of  the  Ministry, 

House  of  Representatives.- 

In  Parliament,  address,  86,  100,  109-11, 

134,  306-7,  217-8,  341,  344,  346,  409-M>. 
460;  expl.,  693;  Budget,  3134,  3143, 
2145,  2663,  3676,  3717-8,  3923;  supply, 
12187 

On  findings  of  Tariff  Commission,  Budget, 

2708-13,  3968.  3081 
On  New  Protection,  adj.,  6356-70 
On  Land  Taxation,  obs.,  9350 

On  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to  "  Sup- 
ply"  motion,  suffly,  10451-59;  obs., 
10460-1;  adj.,  10461-3;  M.,  10464-83 

On  Mr.  Chanter's  amendment  to  "  Supply" 
motion,  supply,  11330-57 

Question — 
By  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  land  taxation 
being  part  of  policy  of  Government 
and  three  Ministers  voting  against  it, 
9389-90 

Responsibiutt  of. 
Senate: 

Lease  of  site  in  London,  supply,  3926-30 

Question — 

By  Senator  Stewart  as  to,  for  utterances 
of  each  Minister,  and  every  other 
member  of  Parliament,  8309 

House  of  Representatives: 

Abdication  of,  supply,  11344-57  • 
Appointment  and  Remuneration  of  public 

servants.  Budget,  33^0-t,  3460 
Declaration  off  regarding  Tariff,  Budget^ 

Restoration  (^^jf^^^JlB^Ogle 
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GOVEKNUKNT — continued. 
Supporters  of. 
Senate : 

Criticisms  by,  and  votes  of,  suffty,  3827, 

Foluical  attitude  of  Senator  Cameroo, 
address,  13 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Number  of,  in  House,  Budget,  9124-51 

2676 
Queitioo — 
By  Mr.  Page   as  to  defeat  of  Govem- 
ment  candidate  haTtnjE  been  cheered 
by,  Q76 

aOVBRNOR-OBHBRAL. 

AsnCLES  FOR  USX  OF. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Free  admission  oi.  Ways  and  Means,  7403-6, 
7418*21 

Conveyance  of. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Charge  by  Railway  Departments  for, 
sufflyy  3305 

Death  of  First. 
Senate  : 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  for  a 
vote  of  condolence  with  widow  and 
family  of  the  Marquis  of  Linlithgow, 
8504  i  seconded  by  Senator  MiUen,  8504; 
(Klnted  and  agreed  to,  8505;  reply  re- 
ported, 9040 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  a 
vote  of  condolence  with  widow  and 
family  of  the  Marquis  of  Linlithgow, 
8818;  seconded  by  Mr.  Reid,  debated 
and  agreed  to,  8819;  reply  reported, 
go88 

Despatches  from. 

House  of  Representatives: 
Questions — 

By  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  sendiog  all  com- 
muoicatioQs  for  the  Imperial  Govern- 
mctti  to  the  King  instead  of  to  the 
Colonial  OfiBce,  6406 
By  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  right  to  communi- 
cate directly  with  foreign  Governments 
on  subjects  of  mutual  interest,  10181 

MISSAGB  FKOU. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook  ns  to  position  of 
House  in  regard  to  mcss-ige  covering 
Seat  of  Government  Bill,  1^74 

'Rbcouuendation  of  Hokocrs  by. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch  as  to  whether 
};rant  of  Kni{;hthoods,  and  Orders  to 
Australians  was  due  to,  1751 


Goveknor-Gkneral- 
Residences  of. 


totUtnued. 


House  of  Refresentatives: 

Frovisioo    for  maintenance   of,  tuffly, 

3305,  988a-ti 
Question  by  Mr.  Crouch   as  to  tenure  or 

term  on  which  the  Federal  Govemmert 

hold  Melbourne  Government  House  and 

lands,  8815 

SucossOR  to. 
Senate : 

Appointment  of  Earl  of  Dudley  as,  an- 
nounced by  Senator  Best,  935a 

Question  by  Senator  Mitlen,  as  to  date 
when  Earl  of  Dudley  will  enter  upoa 
bis  duties,  935a 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Appointment  of  Earl  of  Dudley  as,  an- 
nounced by  Mr.  Deakin,  9387 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  jf  Ministry 
were  consulted  by  Colonial  Office  re- 
garding new  appomtment,  9388 


HOMB  AFFAIRS. 

Agriculture. 

Senate : 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  reported  estab- 
lishment of  Federal  Bureau  of,  and 
selection  of  Dr.  Maxwell  as  director, 

8365. 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  establish  a  Federal 
Bureau  of  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Premtera'  Conference,  8483 

Senator  Macfarlane  ai  to  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  estabti^  a 
Bureau  of  with  or  without  the  ap- 
proval  of   the   States  Governments, 

8505-6 

Representatives : 

Decision    of    Inter-Slate    Conference  of 

Fruit-growers,  address,  87,  130 
Establishment    of    Federal    Bureau  of, 

Budget,   291 5 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  circulation  of  report 
by   SurVevor-General   of   South  Aus- 
tralia on  Campbell  system  of  farm- 
'       ing  in  America,  9765 

Mr.  Willis,  as  to  when  Bill  to  cslablisfa 
a  Commonwealth  Bureau  of,  would  be 
introduced,  11328 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  action  during  the  re- 
cess to  assist  ruraf  industries  by  es- 
tablishing a  Federal  Bureau  of,  r2i58 

[AcRicuLTintAt.  iNsninE,  Roue,  see  ExtntUL 
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Hoiat  Affaibs — continued. 
Elbctobil. 
Senate: 

Admintitiation,  JU^fly,  1856 
Amendmeat  of  Act,  sufftjr,  6^51,  12145 
Compulsory  votiog,  address,  147 
Conduct    of    General    Electioni,  address, 

17,  78,  146,  tiji,  a<)6,  .^84 
Electoral  Reform,  supply,  1856 
lotetfeience  with  Voters  in  Corio  Election, 

adj.,  2446-9 
Motion  by  Senator  Pearce  that  the  time 
has  arrived  for  the  adoption  of  a  ma- 
chine for  voting  purposes;  that  a  De- 
partmental inquiry  be  instituted  to  test 
machines  with  a  view  to  adoption  of  an 
effective  machine ;  that  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  in-a 
Tited,  1262;  debated,  1268-75;  agreed 
to,  1275 

Offices,  Western  Australia,  supply,  10304-5 
Preferential  Vote,  address,  17,  28,  61,  78, 
401 

Rolls,  compilation  of,  supply^  11617-20 

Voting  machines,  address,  2<)6 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  trial  of  voting  ma- 
chines, 131,  3798,  7543,  8698,  11383, 
i»473-3 

Senator  Dobson  at  to  iotrodactioD  of 
legislation  to  provide  for  compnliory 
voting,  650 

Senator  Stewart  ns  to  State  referendum 
oa  the  Bible  In  State  schools  at  next 
Federal  elections  In  Queensland,  22831 
2514 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  whether  tele- 
gram read  by  Senator  Neild  re  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Dooley  for  State  elec- 
torate of  Hartley  in  New  South 
Wales,  was  not  a  bogus  telegram,  3233 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  inquiry  into 
alleged  interference  with  volers  in 
Corio  election,  3364,  4363 

Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  discovery  of 
ballot  papns  for  Senate  election  ia 
Sonth  Australia,  said  to  have  been 
burnt,  3364 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  delay  in  de> 
claration  of  result  of  Senate  election 
in  South  Australia,  8423 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  transmission  of 
election  returns  by  telegraph,  8423 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  what  would 
happn  if  at  an  election  postal  votes 
were  lost  or  destroyed,  8423 

Senator  Neild  as  to  senators  being  de- 
clared elected  on  telegraphic  returns, 
84^3 

Senator  Milleo  as  to  quali6cations  of 
mechanical  engineer  advising;  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  use 
of  voting  machines,  8698 

Senator  Cbatawav  as  to  publication  of 
revised  rolls,  0631 

Senator  Needham  as  to  introduction  of 
Bill  ;to  amend  the  Electoral  Act, 
9633.  9796 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  purging  of  Fede- 
ral and  State  rolls  at  the  same  time, 
9633 


Home  AF¥MM9~-teniinued. 
Electoral — eotiiinued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Givena  as  to  when  papers  re- 
lating to  delay  of  nomination  paper 
at  Bowen  would  be  tabled,  9735 

Senator  Mulcaby  as  to  whether  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  would  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  iaq>ect  voting  machines, 
11472 

Senator  Turley  as  to  objections  issued 
in  connexion  with  compilation  of  rolls 
for  Queensland  electorates,  11983 
Senator  Findley  as  to  practice  in  deal- 
ing with  names  objected  to,  11984 
House  of  Sepretemtatioes : 
Accommodation    for    Electoral  Officers, 

ttftly.  88«-4 
Admmistration,  supply,  ^768-73,  9888-Q 
Allowances  to  Reeistrars,  supply,  9768 
Bible  reading  in  State  Schools  Referen- 
dum, adj.,  3970 
Burning  of  Ballot  Papers,  South  Austra- 
lian Senate  Election,  supply,  8859-61 
Conduct  of   General   Elections,  address, 
•79.  34* 

Co-operation    with    States  Departments, 

supply,  9768-71 
Cost  of  Elections,  supply,  1808 
Cost  of  printing  and  distribution  of  rolls, 

regulations,  &c.,  supply,  c>886,  9888 
Delay  in  declaration  of  poll  for  Senate 

election   for   South  Australia,  supply, 

8855-60 

Electoral  Reform,  address,  106,  179,  194, 

343;  iupply,  9768-73 
Interference  by  Members  of  Parliament 

in  Stale  and  Federal  elections,  Budget, 

2981 

Motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  for  report  from 
Postal  officials  acting  as  Returning 
Officers,  69S;  debated,  701-718;  amdt. 
by  Mr.  Storrer,  snbstituting  "Federal" 
for  "Postal,"  713;  agreed  to,  714;  m. 
as  amended  withdrawn,  718 

Message  from  Senate  announced  inviting 
concurrence  m  motion  for  the  adoption 
of  8  machine  for  voting  purposes,  1325 

Postal  Ballot  Papers,  Date  Stamping  of, 
supply,  2891-3,  2901-3 

Postal  Officials,  Employment  of,  at  Elec- 
tions, supply,  2894 

Preferential  Vote,  address,  igi 

Rolls,  condition  of,  address,  105,  333 

Vacancy  in  representation  of  South  Aus- 
tralia in  Senate,  address,  179,  214 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  action  taken  in  respect 
of  alleged  irregularities  at  Barwon 
polling  booth,  194 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  return  of  candidates 
at  elections  declared  void,  404;  Mr. 
Tilley  Brown,  977;  Mr.  Poyoton,  978 

Mr.  J,  Thomson  as  to  amendment  of 
regulations  to  enable  postal  votes  to 
be  obtained  on  application  to  elec- 
toral registrars,  1181 

Mr.  D.  liiomson  as  to  cost  of  print- 
ing rolls,  159b 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  date  stamping  of 
postal  ballot  panen  Jn  Qieensrand, 
1866       Digitized  by  V^jOOQ  tC 
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Home  Affairs — continued. 
Electoral — continued. 
Questions  by — ■ 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  proposed  State  refcren- 
dutn  oo  religious  instruction  io  State 
schools  in  Queensland  during  Federal 
elections,  a68S 

Mr.  Hedges  as  to  tests  of  votiag  ma- 
chines, 3890 

Mr.  Faiibaim  as  to  amalgamation  of 
CommtHiwealtb  and  State  Electoral 
Departments,  3300 

Hr.  Webster  as  to  particulars  of  num- 
bers added  to  and  removed  from 
rolls  in  1906,  9847 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  alteration  of  repre- 
sentation of  Victoria  in  House  of  Re- 
presentatives,  10484 ;  by  Mr.  D. 
Thomson,  10525 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  method  of  comDiUng 
rolls,  11258,  11337 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  new  rolls,  11258, 
11327 

Mr.  Batcbelor  as  to  joint  compilation  of 
Commonwealth  and  State  rolls,  11358, 

"3*7.  "330 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  striking  of  names 
off  Darwin  roll,  11259 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  practice  in  striking  of 
namesofl  rolls,  11259  !  Hutchison, 
11259;   Mr.   Livingston,  11259 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  whether  returning 
officers  have  been  instructed  to  be  pre- 
pared for  a  general  election,  11259 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  Whether  electoral 
officers  will  be  instructed  that  the  ob- 
ject  of  expenditure  on  the  compilation 
of  rolls  19  to  insure  the  enrolment  of 
all  entitled  to  vote,  and  not  for  an  op- 
posite purpose,  11259 

Hr.  Willis  as  to  whedter  in  compiling 
rolls  Commonwealth  officers  relied 
upon  information  supplied  by  States 
officials,  11327 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  assimilation  of  Com- 
monwealth and  State  franchise,  11327 

[•*  Vacancy    ik    Sihatx,**    lee  Pauoaubnt; 
"Candidates,  Expenses  of,"  tee  Tkeasury.] 

FiDiSAL  Capital. 
Senate: 

Cost  of  Establishment  of,  suffiy,  1S35 

Expenditure  on,  suffly,  3821 

Selection  of  Site  of,  address,  12,  18,  53, 
61.  146,  355.  375.  402;  s«ffiy.  6311, 
6313.  6325.  6331;  Cmitomt  Tarif  Bill, 
7547.  755* 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  for  printing  of 
correspondence  between  Prime  Minister 
and  Premier  of  New  South  Wales,  7755 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  for  printing  of 
further  correspondence  in  connexion 
with,  10369 

Motion  by  Senator  Keating  for  return  to 
Home  Affairs  Dep.-trtment  of  maps  re- 
ferred to  in  report  on  Canberra  water 
supply,  10369 

Questions  by — 
Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  arrangements 
made  to  enable  senators  to  visit  Can- 
berra and  other  proposed  sites,  828; 
by  Senator  O't^ghlin,  829 


Hons  Affairs — continued. 
Federal  Capital — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  introduction  of  Bill 
dealing  with,  5979;  by  Senator  W. 
Russell,  I3IOI 
Senator  Neild  as  to  effect  of  speech  by 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  intention  of  Go- 
vernment to  deal  with  question  after 
Christmas  adjournment,  6407 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  steps  taken  to  give 
effect  to  Seat  of  Government  Act, 
8039 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  grants  of  money 
for  further  visits -to  sites,  and  re[»eal 
of  Seat  of  Government  Act  1904,  9537 

Senator  Neild  as  to  visit  of  inspecticn 
to  Tooma  «te,  10003 
House  of  RefretentcUives : 

Delay  in  settlement  of  question.  Budget, 
2731.2;  suffly,  2895,  2899-900,  8823-5, 
8829-31,  8835-8.  8845,  8861 

Expenditure  upon,  Budget^  9271,  3465, 
3116,  3190;  suffly,  3339 

Repwrts  upon  sites  by  Sir  J(dui  Forrest, 

addressj  224 
Selection  of  Site  of,  address,  107,  loS,  119, 

122,  163,  168,  187,  213,  236;  adj.,  298. 

314;  address,  325,  328,  463;  adj.,  1469; 

suffty,   1869,   1876-8,   i88o-a;  Budget, 

aayi,    3ia7;8,    3207-9,  jaii-a;  tutfiy. 

893a,  5^87-8 
Visits  Inspection,    cost   of,  nrM/v, 

6289.  9S86 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Watson  as  to  water  supply  at  Can- 
berra, 193 

Mr.  Jt^nson  as  to  resolutions  of  Pre- 

mier's  Conference,  297 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  new  mem- 
bers to  visit  Tooma  before  legislation 
to  decide  the  question  is  altempted, 
773.  7460 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  the  readiness  of  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  to 
afford  facilities  to  members  to  visit 

Canberra,  773 

Mr.  Reid,  as  to  postponement  of  visit  of 

inspection,  1279 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  when  question  will  be 
submitted  for  consideration,  26^o-I, 
3508,  7111;  Mr.  Hall,  3508,  3733J  Mr. 
Wilks,  7450;  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  8814; 
Mr.  Reid,"S8i4;  Mr.  H.  Willis,  8927; 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  9091,  9952;  Mr.  Kelly, 
9842;  Mr.  Bowden,  9952 

Mr.  Thomas  Biown  as  to  communica- 
tions with  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment and  additional  information  as  to 
Canberra  site,  5237 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  maps  appended  to 
report  on  Canberra  water  supply. 
7111;  as  to  visits  of  inspection  dur- 
ing Christmas  adjournment,  7460 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  exhibition  io  Lobb; 
of  views  of  Canberra,  S814 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether  facilities 
would  be  afforded  for  exhibition  of 
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Home  Affaihs — continued. 
Federal  Capital — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  expediting  Bill,  3388; 
as  to  whether  the  Government  had  pro- 
mised Mr.  Webktet  not  to  proceed  with 
the  settlement  of  question  until  he  had 
made  a  second  visit  of  in'-pection  of  a 
particular  site,  8927 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  time  &xed  for 
visits  to  suggested  sites,  9091 

Mr.  O.  Thomson  as  to  invitatioli  to  New 
South  Wales  Government  to  swply  in- 
formation  with  respect  to  Canberra 
■ite,  9475 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  communicating  with 
Premier  of  New  South  Wales  to 
ascertain  whether  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  deal  liberally  with  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  matter 
of  the  area  of  the  Federal  territory 
should  the  Canbem  site  be  chosen, 
9766 

Mr.  J.  .Cook  a&  to  visit  of  inspection  to 
Tooma  site,  984a  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  984a 

Hr.  Tilley  Brown  as  to  circulation  of 
plan  of  Tooraa  site^  X0073 

Mr.  J.   Cook    as  to  procedure  to  be 
adopted  in  choosing  site,  10074; 
Kelly,  10074 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  exhibition  of 
pictures  or  photographs  of  Dalgety 
site,  10074 ;  Mr.  Bowden,  10074 

Mr.  Mathews  as  to  water  supply  of 
Tooma  site,  10074 

Mr.  Watkios  as  to  fixing  date  for  discus- 
sion of  question,  10131-2 

Sir  John  Quick  as  to  circulation  of  Mr. 
Chesterman's  report  on  Tooma  site, 
10135 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  arrangements  to  con- 
vene meetings  of  representatives  of 
States  other  than  New  South  Wales, 
10179 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  procedure  to  be 

followed  in  discussing  Seat  of  Govern- 

ment  Bill,  10179 
Mr.  Kelly    as  to  return  alienation  of 

areas   near   Dalgety   and  Canberra, 

1040 1 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  growth  of  wonderful 
citron  melon  at  Cooma,  ro40i 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  plana  and  esti- 
mates of  the  early  requirements  of, 

10463 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  removal  of  picture  of 
Dalgety  from  corridor,  10^5 ;  Mr. 
Salmon,  10965 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  when  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment Bill  will  be  proceeded  with, 
1 1096 

Mr.  Johnion  as  to  whether  the  honor- 
able member  for  Eden-Monaro  had 
noted  the  severe  weather  conditions 
recently  prevailing  in  Southern  Mon- 
aro,  II 181 

Mr.  Chapman  ai  to  why  the  zeal  dis- 
played by  certain  members  for  set- 
tlement of  question  had  disappeared, 
1J181 

[Se;  "  Seat  of  Gotkknuent  Biu.  "] 


Houi  AjFFAJRS—effHtimud. 

IMFANT  MOSTALITV. 

House  of  Repesentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  statement 
in  petition  from  Cbild  Study  Association 
of  Australasia  with  respect  to  infant 
mortality  in  New  South  Wales,  2998 

INTUIOK,  DEPASTIUNT  OI. 

Hemtg  of  RefresentatV9tt; 
Establishment  of,  proposed,  addrest^  130 

IKKIGATION. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Advantages  of,  luffly^  8971-2 
I.ocking  of  Rivera  Murray,  Murmmbidgee, 

and    Darling,    address,    329 ;  suffly, 

8971-2 

Opportunities  for.  Budget^  3026 
Question  by  Mr.  Joseph  Cook  as  to  agree- 
ment arrived  at  by  three  States  inter- 
ested with  respect  to  the  distribution  of 
the  Murray  waters,  503 

Kalgoobue  to  Post  Augusta  Kailwat. 
Senate  : 

'Expenditure  involved  in  construction  of, 
suffly,  3809 

Survey  of,  address^  6a,  78,  146,  154,  251, 

396.  375.  403.  4B3 
Questions  bv — 

Senator  Millen  as  to  fixing  of  date  for 
division  on  second  reading  of  Kal- 
goorlte  to  Port  Augusta  Railway 
Survey  Bill,  879;  Senato  Symon,  931 

Senator  Neild  as  to  whether  the  decision 
of  the  Government  to  delay  considera- 
tion of  Northern  Territory  Agreement 
until  confirmed  by  State  Legislatures 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  question 
of  the  construction  of,  1232 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  whether  South  Aus- 
tralian Parliament  had  been  asked  to 
pass  legislation  consenting  to  survey, 
3463,  3558 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  preparations  for 
survey  of,  7541,  7927,  8505 

Senator  Neild  as  to  whether  the  sum 
voted  by  Parliament  is  insufficient  for 
the  survey  of  more  than  one  loute, 
Saai ;   Senator  Dobson,  8221 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  whether  the  Go- 
vernment intend  to  ask  for  a  further 
vote  for  the  survey  of,  8229;  Senator 

demons,  8329 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  whether  sur- 
vey has  been  commenced,  11217 

Senator  Saycrs  as  to  whether  camels 
to  be  used  in  connexion  with  survey 
are  driven  by  white  or  black  men, 
iiaiy;  Senator  Neild  as  to  whether 
camels  are  not  Asiatic  imports,  11217 

Senator  Stewart,  cp|t  of  coaference, 
79»7       Digitized  by  Google 
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Hoia  Affairs — eontinued. 
Kalgoorlie   to   Fort   Aagusta  Railway — con- 
tinued. 
House  of  Xefresentatives  : 
Sttrvey  of,  addresSt  164,  168,  215;  adj., 
744 

Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  steps  taken  to  ob- 
tain consent  of  Parliament  of  South 
Australia  to  surrey  of  route  of,  aisi, 
3996,  7112;  when  matter  would  be 
dealt  with  by  South  Australian  Par- 
liament, 4086,  4958 

Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  formation  of 
party  to  survey  route  of,  5328 
V    llr.  Glynn  as  to  loute  to  be  chosen  for 
survey,  711a 

Mr.  MahoQ  as  to  whether  the  Govem- 
meot  would  obtain  full  information 
as  to  Mr.  Louis  Brennan's  inventions 
of  the  mono-rail  aod  application  of 
gyroscope  to  rolling  stock,  ia  connex- 
ion with,  8927 

Mr.  Foynton  as  to  delay  ia  survey, 
9093 

Mi.  McDonald  as  to  accuracy  of  re- 
port that  Experts  Committee  recom* 
mended  Tarcoola  route  for  surrey, 
9093 

Mr.  Watkins  as  to  sending  geological 
party  with  survey   party,  9191,  9388 

Mr.  Glynn  as  to  whether  geological  sur- 
vey of  country  between  Port  Augusta 
and  Western  Australian  border  had 
not  been  made  by  South  Australian 
Government,  9191 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  when  survey  would 
be  begun,  9191 ;  Sir  John  Forrest, 
10756 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  progress  of  surrey, 
10785 

Land  Risuumoif. 
Senate  : 
Question  by — 

Senator  Croft  as  to  Mr.  Spencer's 
claim  for  land  reserved  at  Fremantle, 
5^83 

Maps. 
Senate : 

Coat  of  proposed    Map  of  Australasia, 

supply.  6351,  12145 
Publication  of  Map  of  Australia,  supply, 

10307-8 
Question  by — 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  hanging  of  up- 
to-date  maps  of  Australia  and  of  the 
several  States  in  Parliament  Houm, 
5466 

House  ef  Repesentatives : 

Publication  of  map  of  Australia,  supply, 

9889,  9890- I 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Fisher  as  to  delay  in  compilation 

of  ofEcial  map  of  Australia.  648 
Mr.  McDonald  as  to  when  official  map 
would  be  published,  1056 


Home  Affairs — eontinued. 
Mags — continued. 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  publication  of  ihee* 
map  of  the  world,  showing  true  posi. 
tioa  of  Australia  in  regard  to  traile 
routes,  1056 
Mr.  Bowden  as  to  maps  appended  to 
report  00  Canberra  water  supply,  71 11 

Medical  Offickks. 

Senate : 

Payment  of,  supply,  10307 

Meteorological  BtntEAu. 

Senate: 

Expenditure  on,  supply,  8988 
Tasmanian  forecasts,  odj-t  765a 
Transfer  of  States  Services,  suftly,  ISQ* 

Questions — 

By  Senator  Dobson  as  to  Tasmanian 
forecasts,  7568;  by  Senator  Macfar- 
lane,  75^ 

By  Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  publica- 
tion of  reports,  7843 

By  Senator  Millen  as  to  Inlcmatiooal 
Conference  of  meteorologists,  8422 

House  of  Refresemtatives: 
Expenditure  on,  Btidget,  1633 
Forecasts    and    Reports,    circulation  of, 

supply,  9879 
Location  of  Central  Office,  address.  120; 

supply,  1808,  9879 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batcneloi  as  to  inaccurate  fore- 
casts, 8926,  9091 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  predicting  con- 
ditions for  ensuing  season,  9480 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  establishment,  976, 
1056 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  temperature  re- 
cords, 8928,  9098 

PtiBUc  Service. 

Senate  : 

Boards  of  Inquiry,  supply,  8907 
Centralization   of   administration,  smffty, 

1853-3,  1858-9 
Civic  positions  held  by,  adjt.,  841S-22 
Civil  Rights  of,  tuppiy,  10279-80,  10282, 

10390 

Commissioner,   Powers    and    Duties  of* 

supply,  toaSo 
District  Allowances,  supply,  loaSo,  10391. 

1 2 146 

Exemptions,  m.,  by  Senator  Pearce  for  a 

return  showing,  sqo 
Grievances  of,  supply,  8905-8,  8918,  8021 
Inefficiency  of,  address,  ^3 
Leave,  supply,  touo,  11S15 
Superannuation  scheme  tor,  sufply,  Sqji 
Sweating,  630S-11 

Temporary  employes  in,  supply,  8909-11 
Motion  bv  Senator  Findley  for  disallow- 
ance of  Reflation  66  as  amended  by 
Statutory  Rule  70,  regarding  Smdav 
work,  638:  debated,  wp-2;  amended, 
and  agreed  to  as  amended,  693 
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HoHl  Aftaiks — eontinued. 
Public  Service — eontinued. 

Motion  by  Senator  Needham  for  classifi- 
cation of  linotype  operators,  3829,  de- 
baled,  3833-8,  5397-5406,  negatived,  5406 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Findtey  as  to  printing  of  regu- 
lations relating  to  Sunday  wurk  and 
overtime,  1684 
Senator  Dobson  as  to  wbetbet  it  is  the 
intentioa  of  the  Government  to  abolish 
the  office   of    Public    Service  Com- 
miikioner,  336  ^ 
Senator  Gray  as  to  increase  of  salaries 
and  wages  in  consequence  of  increased 
cost  of  living  due  to  the  Tariff,  3464 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  error  in  recording 
result  of  examination  held  in  Queens- 
land, 4r44 
Senator  Findley  as  to  grade  transfers 
and  sweating  in  Post  and  Telegraph 
Department,  5176 
Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  actions  at  law 
by  dismissed    Public    Servants,  6396, 
7568 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  interpretation 
of  section  71  of  Public  Service  Act 
providing  for  furlough  after  twenty 
years*  service,  7571 

Senator  Hulcahy  as  to  production  of 
papers  in  case  of  promotion  of  Mr. 
E.  A.  Blakney,  7703,  7796,  8364, 
8554.  8867 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  establishment 
of  Superannuation  Fund,  7704 

Senator  Clemons  as  to  report  from 
Public  Service  Commissioner  nixm 
promotion  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Blakney,  7752 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  demand  made  for 
witbdiBwal  of  postal  ofEcial  from 
membership  of  Claremont  Road  Board, 
7754.  7926,  7977,  Ssai,  8554,  9139 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  non-pavment  of 
overtime  for  Sunday  work  in  Western 
Australia,  7791-2 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  living  allow- 
ances in  Northern  Queensland,  7077, 

^8483 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  publication  of 
list  of  permanent  employes,  8076; 
>s  to  distribution  of  copies  of  report 
of  Public  Service  Commissioner,  8076 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  whether  in  an 
appeal  against  a  classification  alt 
documents  in  the  case  are  not  laid 
before  the  Appeal  Court,  8365 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  alleged  pre- 
vention of  Divisional  Representative 
from  attending  Board  of  Inguirv. 
867a,  8700  ^  ' 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  classification  of 
public  servants  in  Tasmania,  869S 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  delegation  of  the 
taking  of  evidence  in  connexion  with 
Boards  of  Inquiry,  8700 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  promotion  of  Mr. 
Blakney,  9743 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  long  service  fur- 
lough, X1384 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  increases  in 
salaries  of  Customs  officers,  11581 


HouE  Affaibs — coniinued. 
Public  Service — eoniinued. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Administration  of,  address,  185 ;  Budget, 
2350,  2460,  2504-8,  2663,  2934-6;  svf- 

f^y,  35'3.  4850-67.  9773-87.  9958-04, 

ir  283-3 

Amendment  of  Act,  supply,  9776,  9785, 
9787 

Appointments,  Budget,  2350,  2460;  suf- 

3309 

Blakney,    Ur.,    Promotion    of,  suffly, 
101S4 

Boards  of  Inquiry,  suffly,  8847,  8906-7 ; 

obs.,  8935;  suffly,  9774-80,  9783,  0787; 

expenses  in  connexion  with,  10158 
Boy  and  Giil  Labour  in,  Budget,  3270 
Centralization,     Budget,     2603 ;  suffly, 

8835-6,  8829-31,  9773,  9783,  11294 
Civil  Rights  of,  suffly,  10152-3 
Commissioner,  powers,  duties,  and  quali- 

fications    of,    suffiy,    9773-8,  9782-7, 

10 168,  10224,  10445 
District  Allowances,  adj.,  3684:  tuffly, 

5791,  9781,  10151-2.  11282,  11367,  11371- 

4.  "370,  11392.  "395 
Examinations,   Budget^  2936 
Evasions  of  Act,  10324-7,  10233-7,  10251 
Grievances  of,  Budget,,  3292 
Motion   by   Mr.    Bamford   for  return  of 

officers  compulsorily  retired  and  officers 

retained   aftei   reaching  retiring  age, 

9<?4 

Motion  by  Mr.  Archer  for  return  of  parti- 
culars of  transfers  and  promotions  of 
officers  in  Queensland  during  past  two 
years,  10136 
Overtime,  Budget,  2272-83,  3817 
Party  politics  at  Celebrations  of,  suffly, 

8822  ' 
Promotions,   supply,   9783,   9786,  10154, 

ior69-7o,  1023a 
Retiring  Age,  suffly,  10234,  10227-8 
Sunda_y  Work,  suffly,  4859,  11393 
Sweating,    mffly    4849-5^.   4855.  4859. 

4866,  6383-4,  8851 
Temporary    Hands,    suffly,    4853,  4866, 
88)8-40,  8844,    10200-1,   11358,  11364-5, 
11378-9,  11396-400,  11402 
Transfers,  suffly,  4870,  579r,  5796 
Transferred  Rights,  suffly.  4860-4,  5700 
Undermanning  of.   Budget,  3292-3,  suf- 

fly,  883T,  9967 

Union  Officials,  Recognition  of,  suffly^ 
8860 

Vacancies,  Notification  of,  suffly,  0773 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  allowances  in  Western 
Australia,  405,  504 

Mr,  Johnson  as  to  vacancies,  promotions, 
increments,  and  appeals  in  Customs 
Department  in  New  South  Wales.  1281 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  officers  of  Fifth 
Class  doing  work  entitling  them  to 
Fourth  Class  classification,  1975 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  introduction  of  a 
Bill  to  amend  the  Public  Service  Act, 
3854;  Mr.  Mathews,  10310 

Mr.  Tudor  a|  to  recognition  of  ser- 
vices of  printers  and  telegraph  mes- 
sengers employed  in,  connexion  with 
^»'*^"«ttg^*H?Q!K)©»^te  6813 


clxxxii 


Iiidex  to  SubjecUi. 


HouE  Attairs — continued. 
Public  Service — coniinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Page  as  to  holidays  to  which  tem- 
porary employis  are  entitled,  7109;  »• 
to  payment  of  temporary  employ** 
for  piuclaimed  bolidBLys,  7350 
Mr.  Maloney  as  to  leave  for  temporary 
employes  at  Goveroment  Printing 
Office,  7415,  7538  . 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  passes  gamed  in  ex- 
amioatioDS  by  -  students  of  .colleges. 
7459 

Mr.  McWiiliams  as  to  tabling  of  papers 
in  coanexioQ  with  promotion  of  Mr. 
Blakney,  of  Hobart  General  Post 
Office,  8818  J  Mr.  Storrer,  9476 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  recognition  of 
Union  Officials  by  Commissioner  in 
the  ventilation  of  grievances  of,  8925, 
9953 

Mr.  Page  as  to  delegation  of  work  of 

Boards  of  Inquiry  to  Police  Magis* 

trates,  8936 
Mr.  Bamford  as  to  payment  of  dirtrict 

allowances    in     North  Queensland, 

9009 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  whether  in  making 
applicatiou  for  retention  in  ser* 
vice  after  retiring  age  all  officers 
would  be  treated  alike,  ^75 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  pensions  payable 
to  transferred  officers,  9480 

Mr.  McWiiliams  as  to  notifications  of 
vacancies,  96S4 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  circular  con- 
cerning leave  for  recreation  and  on 
account  of  illness,  10130,  10310;  as  to 
when  scheme  for  re-grading  circulated 
by  the  Public  Serrice  Commissioner 
would  be  brought  into  operation,  10653 

Mr.  J.  Thomson  as  to  scheme  for  re- 
classification of  officers  in  Postal  De- 
partment, 10875 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  sick  leave  in 
Customs  Department,  1 1704 

Mr.  Fraiei  as  to  district  and  living 
allowances,  1 1919 ;  Mr.  Batchelor. 
11919 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  retiring  allow- 
ances,  12043 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  character  of  ex< 
amination  papers  set  to  candidates 
for  positions  in,  12151 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  understanding  on  pass- 
ing of  Act  that  practical  men  tem- 
porarily employed  at  the  time  of  the 
transfer  of  Departments  to  the  Com- 
monwealth would  not  be  subjected 
to  an  educational  test,  12152 

Mr.  Kelly  as  to  comments  by  Ministers 
to  members  of  deputations  on  work 
of  Public  Service  Commissioner,  12152 

[See  Dkfence,  Postmastkr-Gi^sral,  At- 
tobney-Generai.,  Trade  and  Cdstoms, 

AKD  TBEASUBY.] 

I'i:bi.ic  Skhvice  Act. 
House  cf  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Webster,  as  to  introduc- 
tion  of    Bill    to    amend,    11854 ;  Mr. 
Mnthewfl,  10310 


UouB  Affairs — eoHtinued. 

Public  Works. 
Senate  : 

Additions    to    Commonwealth    Offices  is 

Melbourne,  tuffiy,  5907 
Estimates  for,  suffly,  390i-34t 
Method    of    Conttmction     of,  stiffly. 
3813-4 

Method  of  framing  Estimates  for,  suffiy^ 

39"-3 
Questions  by — 

Senator   O'Loghlin   as  to  advisability 
of  securing  new  site  for  Post  Office 
at  Port  Pirie,  744 
Senator  Needham  as  to    assistance  to 
State  Government  in  building  dock  at 
Fremantle  for  accommodation  of  war- 
ships, 6191,  7977,  8700,  10369 
Senator  Needham,  as  to  tender  for  wire- 
less telegraphic  stations,  8701,  9796 
Senator  McGregor  as  to  steps  taken  to 
expedite   construction    of    new  Post 
Office  at  Port  Piric,  8700 
Senator  demons  as  to  expenditure  of 
vote  for  wireless  telegraphy,  and  am- 
nexion  with  King  Island,  11383,  11468 
Senator   Gtithrie   as  to   connexion  by 
wireless    telegraphy    with  Nepesn, 
Altborpe's,  or  Kangaroo  Island,  11383 

House  of  Representatives  : 

Construction  of   Trawler   at  State  Ship- 
Building    Works.      Cockatoo  Island. 
"tffiy.  5793 
Director-General,   QualificatioDS  of,  luf- 

fiy,  9788-9,  9792-4 
Estimates : 
Defence  (New  South  Wales),  3446-51; 
(Victoria),  3452-4;  (Queensland,  South 
Australia,  Western  Australia),  3454,; 
(Tasmania),  34S4-6;  (Special  Defence 
Material),   3598-3615 ;   (New  Special 
Defence  Provision),  3677-82,  3735'48 
External  Affairs  (Commonwealth  Offices 
in  London),  3616-9,  3622-76 

Home  Affairs,  3423-35 
Post  and  Telegraph  (New  South  Wales), 
3456-61,  3509-27;  (Victoria),  3527-30; 
(Queensland),    3W-3 ;    (South  Aus- 
tralia),   3533;    (Western  Australia), 
3533-9;  (Tasmania).  3539-40 
Telegraphs  and  Telephones  (New  South 
Wales),   3540-54;   (Victoria,  Qoeens- 
land,  South  Australia,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, Tasmania),  3554-5 
Trade  and  Customs,  3435-46 
Treasury,  3589-98 
Wireless  Telegraphy,  35>;4-5 
Additional,  1907-8  (Defence),  11408-18; 
(Home  Affairs),   11403-S;   (Post  aad 
TelegrajA).  11^ 
Additional,  1905-6  and  1906-7.  X1418 
Government   Houses,   Sydney   and  Mel- 
bourne, Expenditure  on,  suf^y^  9882-4 

Method  of  framing  Estimates  for,  trnf- 

iiy»  35a3-4,  35«5 
States*  Departments  of.  Serriees  rendered 
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Poblk  ^ojk^eontiimed. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  cost  of  alteration 

of  Post  Office  at  Port  Elliot,  1089 
Mr.  B.   Smith  as  to  commissioa  paid 

to  Goveroment  of  New  South  ^\ales 

on  payments  for,  on  Commonwealth 

account,  2997 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  cost  of  connecting 

Hog  Bay  by  telephone,  3174 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  cost  of  improving 

Penola  Post  Office,  3175,  6505 
Mr.  Liddell  as  to  capital  cost  of  tele- 

phone   line   between   West  Maitland 

and  Sydney,  4749 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  arrangements  made  for 

construction  of  trawler,  5691 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  lease  of  buildings  for 

Commonwealth  Offices  in  MelbournCi 

5S01 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  delay  in  pay- 
ment of  contractors,  6035 

Mr.  Knox  as  to  building  of  new  Post 
Office  at  Glenferrie,  7296 

Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  as  to  number  of 
miles  of  railway  of  each  different 
gauge  constructed,  in  course  of  con- 
struction, or  authorized  in  each  State, 
9298 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  delay  in  con- 
struction of  Post  Office  at  Northami 
9581.  9765 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  payments  for  services 
of  States  officers,  10078 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  cessation  of 
works  for  Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment owing  to  exhaustion  of 
votes,  1 1054 

Mr.  Atkinson  as  to  construction  of 
trawler,  5238,  irafii 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  expenditure  of  vote  for 
wireless  telegraphy,  12154;  Mr. 
Storrer,  Mr.  Q'Malley,  and  Mr. 
Hedges,  12154 

[See  "  Telegraphy,  Wisb-ess,"  Post- 

UASTEK-GENtRAL ;       alsO  TREAStlKr, 

"  Expenditure,"  "  Finance,"  and 
Treasurer's  Advance  Accooht.] 

JUtLWAY  Fares,  Inter-Statb. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Maloney    as  to  cheap 
fares  between  Melbourne  and  Sydney, 
"75» 

Railway  Rates,  Differential. 
Seriate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie    as  to,  12101 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

North-west  coast,  suffly,  9996^7 
Question  by  Mr.  Glynn  as  to,  694,  12039 

Scat  of  Goverhubnt,  Tuiporary. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  McGregor  for  return 
showing  expenditure  incurred  in  Mel- 
bourne as  temporary  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, 2180 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor  as  to  rent 
paid  for  office  accommodation  in,  5284 


Hokoc  Affairs— ^Mft'iuMtf. 
Snake  BniE. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Stewart  as  to  Morrissey's  al- 
leged antidote   for,  3900-1 ;  Senator 
Nrild,  3901 

Stahstics. 
Senate : 

Unnecessary     publication     of,  tuf-ply, 
6350-1 

y ear-Book,   Publication   of,  aip^   9190 ; 

suffly,  10305-6 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  motive  of  Go- 
vernment in  calling  for  lenders  for 
printing  and  publication  of  a  volume 
of,  1130;  whether  a  Commoawealth 
Printing  Office  should  not  be  estab- 
lished to  carry  out  such  work,  1131 

Senator  Givens  whether  States  Govern- 
ment Printing  Offices  bad  been  in- 
vited  to  tender   for  publication  of. 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  compilation 
of  tables  showing  amonnt  and  value 
of  goods  imported  from  each  State 
of  origin,  1816 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  particulars 
of  alienated  and  unalienated  lands  in 
the  several  States,  4364 

Senator  Croft  as  to  printing  of  Year- 
Bookt  4707;  Senator  Findley,  4707 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  latest  awards 
of  Arbitration  Courts  and  Wages 
Boards,  8103,  8154 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  issue  of  Ytar- 
Book,  9422 

Senator  Ncedham  as  to  why  Year-Book 
was  not  printed  at  Victorian  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office,  11218 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  number  of 
applicants  for  employment  registered 
by  State  Labour  Bureaux,  11303 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Year-Book,  suffly,  9875 
Progress  Reports,  tuffly,  9876-79 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Salmon  as  to  infant  mortality  in 

New  South  Wales,  2998 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  preparation  of  sta- 
tistics of  school  physique  and  hygiene, 
330* 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  correspondence  re- 
ferring to  medical  inspection  of 
school  children,  3585,  3972 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  publication  of  new 
volume  of,  4309 

Mr.  McDonald  «  to  printing  of  Year. 
Book,  4412 

Mr.  Sampson  as  to  establishment  of 
official  stations  for  recording  shade 
temperatures,  8928 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  whether  any  action 
would  be  taken  to  alter  representation 
of  Victoria  in  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  view  of  altered  method  of 
estimating  poptilatioo  of  Slater, 
10484    Digitized  by  CjOOgle 
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Index  to  Sulgeeta. 


Home  Affairs — contmued. 
Statistics — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  whether  the  Sta> 
tistician  admits  that  according  to  new 
method  of  estimating  population  the 
population  of  Victoria  has  been  under 
estimated,  10525 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  when  the  Common' 
wealth  Year-Book  would  be  pub- 
lished, 10607,  10653 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  distribution  to 
Statci  Members  of  Parliament  of 
copies  of  Yearbook,  11920 

Tunms. 
Sen^e: 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Needham  as  to  when  tenders 
would  be  called   for  construction  of 
wireless     telegraphic     stations  and 
places  at  which  they  would  be  con- 
structed,  8701,  9796 
Senator    McGregor    as    to  specifying 
names    of    firms    in,    9041 ;  Senator 
Croft,  9041 

TlUBEK,  AUSTKALUN. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Clenums,  as  to  tests 
of  value  of  seasoned  Australian  timbers, 
1138a 

Transferred  Propebtses. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Valuation  of.  Budget.  1641,  2359,  ^701, 
agSoj  suffly,  9890-1 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   McWilUams   as  to  valuation  of, 

11703;  Mr.  Dugald  Thomson,  iiqai 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  payment  of  municipal 

rates  on,  11 795 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  transfer  of  properties 

of   States  Quarantine  Departments, 

11918 
ISee  Trxasdby.] 

PAPERS. 

Advertising :   Resources  of  Australia,  Corre- 
spondence, 10606 
Afrie,   S.S.,   affidavits  of   marme  surveyors, 

10829 

Agriculture,   proposed   bureau,  memorandum, 

American  Fleet,  visit  of,  8354,  9952 

Army  Medical  Corps,  10606 

Audit  Acts,  193,  248,  354.  405t  774.  829,  1089, 
I 131,  2807,  2844,  3559,  3589,  4893.  4895. 
6591.  7544.  8819 

Banking  Returns,  5558,  5560 

Beale,  Mr.  O.  C,  report  on  drugs  and  medi- 
cines, 7508-9,  9893,  9952 

Bounties  Act,  9734.  9735 

Bounties,  Conference,  591,  1083 

Budget  Papers,  1678,  1685 

Cable  Business :  Eastern  Extension  Company, 
11922 

Cable,  Tasmanian,  12043-3 


VKtt»&-^otUinued. 
Cadets,  1565,   1567,  2446,  2511,  5283,  2703, 

8939,  10606 
Colonial  Conference,  591,  1131 
Colonial  Office  :  Despatch  as  to  Re-arraage- 

ment,  6061,  9422,  9475 
Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Company,  2404 
Commerce  Act,  Regulations,  3795,  3797.  5083, 

5130.  7571.  8422,  8819 
Commercial  representation  of  Commonwealth 

abroad,  letter  and  circular  of  Minister  of 

Trade  and  Customs,  8616 
Copyright  Act,  ^,  23 

Customs  regulations,  5011,  5012,  8422,  ^19, 

9»93.  9237.  11328,  11383 
Debts  of  States :  Memorandum  and  statistics, 

10808,  10829 
Defence  Acts,  9,  23 

Defence  ;   Memorandum  on  proposed  national 

guard,  7753 
Defence  :   Memorandum  on  Estimates,  11^28 
Defence  :  Regulations,  193,  248,  503,  774,  '829, 
1565.    1567.  2446,   251 1,  2743, 

2807,  2S44,  3621,  4363,  4796,  4893,  5397, 
6190,  6231,  7703,  8156,  8232,  8939,  9007, 
9039.    10463,   10606,    10829,   "055>  11182, 

11221,    11987,  12043 

Defence  :   Transport,  7796 

Designs  Act,  9,  23 

Electoral  Rolls,  10401 

Estimates,  1685,  10253,  12148,  12201 

Excise  Act,  9,  23,  4580,  4623,  4796,  7571,  9537, 

9582,  10700,  10829 
Excise,  Agricultural  Implements,  1233,  5912, 

8819 

Excise   Procedure   Act ;    Regulations,  10606, 
10829 

Excise   Tariff  (Agricultural   Machinery)  Act, 
udgment  of   Mr.  Justice   Higsins>  6129, 

591 

Expenditure,  Commonwealth,  3049,  7977 
Federal   Capital,  193,  248,  354,    405,  5859, 

5912,   7571,   7755,  8104,  9795,  9847,  9893. 

10253,  10369,  10401 
Financial  relations.  Commonwealth  and  States, 

scheme  by  Mr.  King  O'Malley,  10462 
Fisheries  Conference,  2958,  2993 
High  Court :  Judgment  m  Vardon  v.  O'Logk- 

tin,  9007;  in  New  South  Wales  v.  Commoo- 

wealth,  12201 
High  Court  Procedure  Act,  7544,  10136,  10253 
Hobart,  Sandy  Bay  Rifle  Range  and  Mount 

Nelson  Forts,  Land  Claims.  4276 
Immigrants  :  Contract,  8820,  8866 
Immigration,  9,  33,  2017,  2512,  10606 
Immigration   Restriction   Act :   Return,  8820, 

8866 

Index  to  Papers,  23 
Infantile  Mortality,  Report,  1046.1 
Judiciary  Act,  Rules,  3148,  3230,  SS19,  10136, 
I02S3 

Kalgoorlie  to  Port  Augnsta  Railway  Snrvey, 

829.  897,  8232 
Kanakas,  Repatriation,  9795,  9796,  9847 
Land  Acquisition,  g,   23,    591,   680,  774,  Sag, 

1815,    1867,    2067,    2121,    3365,    3421,  e^Ql, 

55 19.  5647.  5745.  6835,  7544,  8029,  8508, 

8820,  iot8i,  10253 
Labrary  Comraitlee,  4623 
Literary  Fund,  4747 
Loan  Expenditure  by  States,  3^65 
Lone     Hand     Magasioe  :  .  ^  Corresnonden-x, 
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Papeks — continued. 
Mail  Contract,  Guarantee)  2994,  3049 
Mail   Service,  European :  Orient  Company's 

Contract,  6190 
Mail  Service,  Earopean  :  Tenders,  6129,  6190 
Hails,  Tasmanian,  829 
Meteorological  Bureau,   1 131 ,  i  iSo 
Meteorological  Conference,  354,  405 
Military  Barracks,   Hobart,  3148 
Military  Board,  Report,  193,  248 
Military  Clothing,  763,  774 
Military  Forces,  503,  503,  564,  2446,  2511, 

36S4,  10606,  10S29 
Military  Forces  :   Inspector  General's  report, 

9237,  9298 
Native  Labour  Ordinance,  23 
Naval  Director's  Report,  193,  248 
Naval  Forces,  193,  10606 
Navigation  Bill,  9041 
Navigation  Commission  Report,  2787 
Navigation  Conference,  563,  591 
Navigation  Laws,  Correspondence,  1054 
New  ProiectiOQ,  explanatory  memorandum,  7509 
Northern  Territory,  Alienated  Lands,  5558  ' 
Northern  Territory,  Lands,  Revenue,  Railways, 

7x10 

Officers,  Defence  Forces,  4747 
Officers'  Quarters,  Defence  Forces,  10463 
Old-age  Pensions,  11987,  12043 
Opium  :  Report  of  Comptroller- General,  9190, 
939S 

Pacilic  Cable,  Revenue  and  Expenditure.  4086 
Pacific  Island  labourers.    [See  Kanakas.] 
Pacific  Islands  Trade,  2017 
Papua  Copper  Mines,  591 
Papua  :  Lieutenant-Governor,  9041 
Papua :  Officials,  91Q0,  9893 
Papua,  Land  Officials,  10606,  12102 
Papua,  Ordinances,  9,  2690,  3743,  3621,  3684, 
4363,   4411,   4747,   6414,   6505,   9041,  9581, 
9893,    10606,    10839,    iioiS,    1 1055,    1 1096, 

ItISS,  II331 

Papua  Reports.  7701,  7703,  8555,  8830,  10253, 
xtaai 

Papua :    Suspension  of   R.   H,  Drummond, 

9)847 

Patents  Office,  2650,  2684 

Post   and   Telegraph   Act,  Regulations,  193, 

248,    1089,   1131,   41SS,   4i99>   4363>  44"» 

7544,  SSao,  886i6,  10789,  10829 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  Deputy-Pott- 

master^General,  Victoria,  4704 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department :  Prohibition 

of  Correspondence,  7571,  7703,  8385,  13201 
Post   and   Telegraph   Department :  Progress 

report,  11466,  11467;  Correspondence  as  to 

Assistant  Secretary,  7703 
Premiers'  Conference,  Brisbane,  591,  746 
Premiers'  Conference,  Melbourne,  9,  23 
Privy  Council  Judgment,  WeAb  v.  Outirim, 

829.  897 

Promotions,    132,  159,  194,  248,  2068*  2121, 
7653,  7848,  8104,  8555,  8819,  8866,  8939. 

10310 

Public  Service  :  Appointment  of  Mr.  H.  C. 

Dannevig,  11096,  11221 
Public  Service,  9,  23,  193,  248,  354,  405,  503, 

S63,  680,  1089,  1 131,  1 180,  i8i3,  1815,  2999, 

3049,   3369,   3365,  4310,  4363.  S083.  5*30. 

5647,  5803,  5859,  6968,  7544,  7653,  2703, 

7796,  8508,  8819,  8939,  9796,  9847,  11321, 
11328 

Public  Service :  List  of  officers,  8819 


Papebs — continued,  ' 
Public  Service  :  Officers  over  age  limit,  10310 
Public  Service  :  Queensland  Officers  :  Return, 
1 1183 

Public  Service,  Reports,  7703,  10079, 
Public  Service :  Retirement  of  John  Brown, 
9767 

Rabbit  Destruction,  Report  on  Dr.  Danysz  s 
'  experiments,  7418 

Referendum    (Constitution    Alteration)  Act, 
397a,  4036 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Commonwealth, 
10967 

Revenue,  Trade  and  Customs  and  E«ise,  3684 
Royal  Commission  on  Drugs  and  Foods,  re- 
port, 1567,  1595 
School  Children,  Physical  Condition,  3972 
Spirits  Act,  9,  23 

Stamps,   Printing,  Correspondence,  8029 
Stamps :  Report  of  Board,  6129,  6190 
Statistics,     Conference     Report,    3068,  arai 
Statistics  of  Commonwealth,  2068,  2121,  3301, 

2343,  3621,  4310,  4363,  5560,    5647,  5859, 

5912,   71 16,   7544,   9190,  9193,   9796,  Q847, 

10463,  10829 
Suez  Caual  Charges,  ittSi 
Sugar  Bounty  Act,  4623,  11328,  11383 
Sugar :    Correspondence    with   South  African 

Governments,  9633 
Sugar,  Excise  and  Bounty,  4623,  471)6 
Swiss  Military  System,  4580,  4623 
Tariif  Commission,  Reports,  1742,  2891,  3999 
Tariff,  Comparative  Tables,  236a 
Tariff :  Resolution  of  Parliament  of  Western 

Australia,  5011,  5046 
Telegraph  Messengers,  9190 
Telegraphic  Regulations,  194 
Telephone,  West  Matlland,  Sydney,  4704 
Tobacco,  Cigars  and  Cigarettes  taken  out  of 

Bond,  3797 
Tobacco  Employes,  563 

Tobacco  Leaf  for  Cigars  ;  Registered  Growers, 
7544 

Trade  Marks  Act,  ^,  23,  3559,  3589 
Treasury  Rcgi  laiioos,  193,  248 
Waverley  Postal  District:  Return,  11159 
Wireless  Telegraphy  Conference,  563,  591 
Women's  Work  Exhibition,  3404 

PASIilAMBNT. 

Clerk  of. 
Senate: 

Statement  by  the  President  as  to  grant 
of  leave  of  absence  to,  and  appoint* 
ment  of  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  Senate 
to  perform  duties  of,  7,  7541 

Absence  and  retirement  of,  suffly,  10285 

Convening  of. 

Proclamation  for,  read,  5,  22 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Issue  of  next  proclamation  for,  suffly^ 

12097-8}  a^.,  12201 
Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  as  to  date 
of  opening  of  next  session,  12201 

Cost  of. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Knox,  as  to  leading  ar> 
tide  in  Melbourne  Age  on,  503 
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VASLUiOSSJ— continued. 
HODSBS  OF. 
Senate : 

Construction  of,  suffly,  3821 
Occupstioa  of,  suffly.  390S,  6326 

RemuneratioQ    and   work   of  gardeners, 
wffty,  5882-4,  iai44 

Questions  by — 

Seaator  McGregor    as  to  hanging  maps 

of  Australia  and  States  in,  5466 
Senator  Nelld    as  to  insanitary  state  of 

building,    9631 ;     Senators  Fulsford 

and  Saycrs,  9632 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Cleaner  in  Queen's  Hall,  suffly,  8964 
Sewering  of,  ways  and  means,  4847;  suf- 
fly,  8964 

Vote  for,  and  admission  to.  Gardens,  suf- 

fly,  8965-6 

Question — 

By  Mr.  Hall  as  to  sewering  of,  in  re- 
cess, 12039 

Legislation  of. 
SemUt: 

Form  of  Supply  Bills,  suffly,  12141.4 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Needham  as  to  communica- 
tion from  Western  Australian  Parlia- 
ment about  Tariff,  4143 ;  Senator 
Pearce  as  to  reply  and  publication  of 
correspondence,  4925 

Senators  Walker  and  Pearce  as  to  pro- 
vi»on  for  sale  of  Acta,  6061 

Senator  demons  as  to  sessional  issue 
of  statutory  rules,  with  index,  11219 

Htuse  of  Refresentatives  ; 

Encroachment  on  State  functions  by,  Bud- 
get. 30IO-4,  30^6-7;  suffly,  3427-9 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  approval  of,  and 
interference  with,  by  Colonial  Office, 
1975 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  inconTealenee 
caused  to  members  by  form  of  amend- 
ing Bills,  12039 

\See  CoNSTmmON.] 

MUIBERS  OF. 
Senate  : 

Relations  of,  with  State  Ministry,  tufflyt 

I 1503-19 

State  taxation  of  allowances  to,  address^ 

12,  16,  6t,  75,  284 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  repeal  of  Com- 
monwealth Salaries  Act,  7567 

Senator  Chataway  as  to  paragraph  in 
Perth  Daily  Nrws  as  to  effect  of  in- 
creased allowance  upon,  ti2i6 


VAXUXiSXST— continued. 
Members  of — continued. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Increase  of  allowance  to,  Budget,  1644, 
2477,  2668;  supply,  1775;  adj.,  181 3-4 
Information,  supply  of,  by  Public  Depart- 
ments, ais.,  ro5a-3 

State  taxation  of  allowances  to,  address, 

25,  191,  314,  4<S 
Treatment  of,  by  State  Premiers,  Budgat. 

2605 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  J.  Cook  as  t« 
opinion  of  Mr.  Deakin  on  proposed 
increase  of  parliamentary  allowances, 
1866 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  a  statement  by 
Mr.  Fairbaiin  relative  to  parliamen- 
tary allowance  being  increased  at  in- 
stance of  Laboni  Party,  2449 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  members  distribut- 
ing extra  allowance  in  their  coaisti- 
tnencies,  2964 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  petition  to  Privy 
Council  on  State  taiation  of  parlia- 
mentary allowances,  68fi 

Mr.  Johnson   as  to   making  of  state- 
ments and  asking  of  questions  in  Par- 
liament by  military  officers,  12043 
[See  Senatv,  also  House.] 

Power  or. 

House  of  Refresentatives^ 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Coon,  that  the 

States  should  be  asked  to  surrender  to 

the  Commonwealth  their  power  to  enact 

industrial  legislation,  2567 
To  impose  direct  taxation.  Budget,  3676, 

369r,  3821 

Punss  IN. 
Senate: 

Statement  by  Mr.  Palmer,  M.H.R.,  con- 
cerning, obs.,  5745-6  i  adj.,  5781 

PUSEMtmON  10. 
Senate : 

Statement  by  the  President  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  presented  to  Parliament 
a  gold  casket,  8 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Statement  bv  Mr.  Speaker  that  the  Piuu 
Minister  bad  presented  to  Parliament 
a  gold  casket,  22 

Proceedings,  Retorts  of. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Inadequacy  of  press  reports  of,  Budget, 
3198-9,  3213 

Issue  of  summary  of,  to  the  press.  Bud- 
get,  3>y8-9.  3aw-3 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster  as  to  whether 
in  view  of  inadequate,  biased,  and  un- 
reliable reports  of,  published  by  the 
press,  the  Government  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  Con- 
monwealth  newspaper,  10709 
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VuuMmm—toiOinued. 
Fbokogatiom  or. 
Senatt: 

Issue  of  proclamation  for,  adj,,  12149 
Questions— 

By  Senator  Dobson  as  to  arrai^ing  to 
dote  session  within  year,  4035 ;  after 
disposal  of  Tariff,  7796 

By  Senator  Millen  as  to  date  of,  ii57() 
House  of  Refresenfaiives: 
Duration  o  f  session,  supply,  8828,  8830- 

a,    12180-9  i  <idj.,   9630,  11784 
Issue  of  proclamation  for,  adj.,  12201 
Questions  by  Mr.  Johnson  as  to  date  for 

closing  of  session,  10180,  11703;  by  Mr. 

Archer,  11053 ;  by  Mr.  Jf.  Cook,  tia6o; 

by   Mr.    McDonald,    11525 ;    by  Mr. 

aBmford,  I1790 

Sdvici  op. 

Senate: 

Motion  by  Senator  Macfarlane  for  pro* 
dnction  of  correspondence  relative  to 
Mr.  J,  K.  Re!d*i  application  for  poii< 
tion  m,  agreed  to,  354 

Sbssions  of. 

House  of  Representatives: 

Curtailment  of  duration  of,  suffty, 
5784-7.  S790-I.  «;794-.'i 

SnzcH  TO. 

Abience  of  reference  in^  to  granting  of 

Snpply,  eddrett,  167 
By  tne  GoTeraor-General,  ^ 

BKHATB. 

Addbus-ix-Rxfu. 
Senate  : 

Governor-General's   Speech  reported,   9 ; 

Address-in-Reply    moved  by  Senator 

Cameron,    to ;    seconded  1^  Senatoi 

Trenwith,    12 ;    debated,  ra-ai,  40-79, 

140-57,    aso-96,    354-403.  473-*5 : 
agreed   to,  485J   presentation  of,  485. 
I 180,  1232 

Adjouknuents  (Formal). 

Coal  Combine,  adj.,  3684-3706 
Cypher  Telegrams,  1685-7 
Debate  on  matters  of  urgency,  2616-27 
,    Excise  Tariff  Act,  5746-74 

Maitland  Colliers  ;  Mr.  Hauger,  8354-64 
Northern  Territory,  9735-42 
Post  and  Telegraph  Department,  9531-36 
Tobacco  Combine  :  Tariff,  S132-55  - 

AojOOTiNMKNTS  (Special). 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  for,  agreed  to, 
9,  1180.  4893-^,  6353-4.  &4>5-6,  7652. 
7786-90,    10072,    10309^   10400,  10874, 

1096a,    11257,    "3«i-3.    >'384i  ."5a>» 
11697,  11909,  12149-51 
References    to,   address,    13 ;   ad;.,  693, 
1712-4;  suff^y,  1856-62,  1934-44,  5877-9, 
6397-9 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Pearce   as  to  enabling  senators 

to  attend  opening  of  Women's  Work 

Exhibition,  4245 
Senator  Neild    as  to  adjourning  over 

Easter,  1035a,  10369 


Senate — continued. 

Bakek,  Sir  R.  C. 

Motion  proposed  bv  Senator  Neild  for  re- 
cognition of  services  rendered  to  the 
Parliament  by,  as  first  President  of  the 
Senate,  3^65;  seconded  by  Senator  Best, 
3366;  debated,  3366;  and  agreed  to, 
3370;  reply  reported,  3684 


Bills. 


Motion  by  Senator  Neild  for  report  by 
Standing  Orders  Committee  as  to 
amendment  of  standing  order  regulat- 
ing reference  of  Bill  to  select  com- 
mittee, ^reed  to,  30. 

Circulation  of  Supply  Bill  prior  to  first 
reading,  supply,  1836 

Initiation  of,  in  Senate,  sufply,  1856 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  a::  to  amend- 
ment of  standing  order  so  as  to  permit 
of  a  Bill  being  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  prior  to  its  second  reading, 
2513 


Business  of. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  re- 
gulate order  of,  31  >  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  Senator  Stewart  to  give  pre- 
cedence to  private  business  on  Thurs- 
day, 31;  debated,  33-4,  and  withdrawn, 
34 ;  amendment  proposed  by  Senator 
Pearce  to  devote  Thursday  evening  to 
private  business,  35,  and  agreed  to,  35 ; 
motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to,  35 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  485-7,  585-7,  7563-4 ;  sup- 
ply, 1863,  1932,  5878-9,  11321-3;  ebs., 
5395.  6415-6,  7895-6,  8555,  9189-90 

Order  of,  adj.,  157,  650,  693,  2888,  3730, 
4199,  4618-21,  8384,  11697,  ii909>  1303^^1 
obs.,  650-51,  3365 

Programme  for  rest  of  session,  adj.,  9191 

State  of,  adj.,  1713-4;  obs.,  10399 

Visit  to  Agricnltural  Show,  adj.,  2962-3 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobson    as  to  busi  less  to  be 
submitted  to  Parliament  after  Tariff  is 
disposed  of,  7796 

Senators  Symon,  Pearce,  and  Gray, 
as  to  business  to  be  taken  after  mes- 
sage concerning  Tariff  requests  has 
been  disposed  of,  10919 

Senator  Millen  as  to  business  to  be 
introduced,  11579 

Senator  Symon  as  to  order  of  business, 
"579 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  paragraph  in 
Age  concerning  business  of  next  ses- 
sion, laiot 


Cauerok.  Senator. 

Political  attitude  of,  adSrea^t^\^ 
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StUATi—eontittued. 
Cbaisman  op  CoionTTECS. 

Appreciation  of  services  of,  ois.,  6415-6, 
12149-51 

Congratulations  to,  addresSt  14 
President's  warrant  nominating  panel  of 

temporary  chairmen,  tabled,  132 
Withdrawal  of  ruling  by,  1472 
Dissent  from  ruling,  of,  by  Senator 
Dobson,  1513-6 ;  by  Senator  Ncild, 
3150-3;  by  Senator  Best,  3479-831  by 
Senator  Symoa,  7896-7906;  by  Senator 
Millen,  8644-52;  by  Senator  demons, 
8712-8,  10020-5 

CHAnUAN,  TsmOBARY. 

Dissent  from  ruling  of,  by  Senator 
Pearce,  4163-7;  by  Senator  Neild,  9248- 
53 

Cbaubir. 

Coldness  of,  addreti,  140 

Days  of  Meeting. 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  suspend  sitting 
for  refreshment,  agreed  to,  30 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  fiXi  3**  ■ 
amendment  by  Senator  Millen  to  alter 
hont  of  meeting  on  Wedaeiday,  agreed 
tOi  31;  motiim,  as  amended,  agreed  to> 
3> 

Sitting'On  Friday,  adj.,  693,  2962 
Suspension  of  Sitting,  obs.,  6414;  adj.^ 
908S,  9473 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  fix, 

757a;  amended  and  agreed  to,  7574 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  alter 

hours  of  meeting  on  certain  days,  8076; 

debated,  8077;"  and  agreed  to,  8080 
Motion  bv  Senator  Best  to  fix  the  duration 

of  the  luncheon  adjournment,  agreed  to. 

8156 

Question  by  Senator  Gray,  as  to  notice  of 
intended  alteration  of  sittingt,  11579-80 

DiSPDTED  Returns  Couuitteb- 

President's  warrant  nominating,  tabled, 
132 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  refer  Mr.  J. 
Vardon's  petition  to,  agreed  to,  2311 

MotiOna  by  Senator  Symon  to  enable  Com- 
mittee to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  if  necessary  to  fit  while  Senate  is 
sitting,  agreed  to,  2512 

Article  in  Argus  as  to  draft  report  of, 
obs..  3556-8;  exfl..  37q6 

Report  from,  presented  and  read,  4393 

Question  by  Senator  W.  Russell  as  to 
whether  members  of,  had  resigned,  4893 

See  "  Vacancy  in." 

Divisions. 

Correction  of  list,  oAt.,  9646 

Errors  in  list,  adj.,  827 

Non-ringing  of  bells,  supply,  5881 ;  cbs., 

7947.  7974 ;  "rf;-  7972-3 
Placing  of  gong  in  Queen's  Hall,  oes., 
6190 

Transfer  of  vote,  ebt.,  8165-6 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  in- 
spection of  bells,  and  recording  of  votes 
when  bells  have  failed  to  ring,  7973 


Saucn—eomtiitued. 
Rahsakd. 

Alteration  of  proofs,  supply,  3804-5 
Appreciation    of    work   of    staff,  adj., 
12149-50 

Circulation  of  speech  before  publication  in, 

obs.,  6092;  adj.,  6093,  7564 
Discrepancy  between  wording  of  item  322 

of  Tariff  and  Hansard,  obs.,  9183 
Misprint  in  speech  of  Senator  Neild,  exfl.. 

7703 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  as  to  daily 
issue  of,  5177,  5284 

House  Couuittee. 

Motion  by  Senator  Uest  to  appoint,  agreed 

to,  30 
Labour  Party. 

Motto  for,  supply,  3845 

References   to,   address,    144,   1 56,   251 , 

254-6,    292-5,   403;   adj.,  3227;  supply. 

3827.  3843-5.  3848-50.  3903,  39<S.  39a<. 

6333 ;  7599 
Senator  St.  Ledger's  relations  with,  ebs., 

11250;  exfd.f  11467;  adj.t  11910-2 

Leave  op  Absence. 

Motion  for,  by  Senator  Millen,  1330,  4896, 
9139,  10921;  by  Senator  McColl,  5370; 
by  Senator  Stewart,  5493;  by  Senator 
Neild,  1092 1 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Millen,  thst, 
"  To  meet  the  reqatrcments  of  section 
20  of  the  Constitution,  leave  of  absence 
be  gianted  to  every  member  of  the 
Senate  "  for  a  certain  period,  6297  ;  de- 
bated, 6297-8;  amendment  by  Senator 
Givent  to  omit  the  words  "to  meet  the 
requirements  of  secdon  20  of  the  Coa> 
4titution,"  proposed  and  agreed  to, 
6299;  motion,  ai  amended,  ^teed  to, 
6299 

Library  Couuittbb. 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  appoint,  agreed 

to,  30 

Matters  op  Ukcenct. 

Motion  for  adjournment  proposed  by 
Senator  Neild  to  discuss  the  necessity 
of  amending  standing  orders  relating  to, 
3616;  debated,  2619;  and  withdrawn, 
2627 

Newspaper  Misrepresentation. 

Report  of  speech  by  Senator  de  Largie  in 

Argus,  exfl.,  7843 
Article  in  Age  teSectiag  on  Senator  Ncild, 

exfl..  8026-8 
Article  in  Daily  News  reflecting  on  Senator 

Pearce,  exp.,  8028 
Report  in  Herald  attributing  remaiks  to 

Senator  Chataway,  exfi.,  8867 
Report    in    Age    ascribing    remarks  tu 

Senator  Sayers,  8979 

[See  "Privilege";  also  Pkoceeb- 
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Sbnatz — eoniinueA. 
Officeks  of. 

Appreciation  of  seivices  of,  obs.,  6415-6, 
13149-51 

Housekeepei's    duty    in  coanexioa  with 

press-room,  suffly,  6319 
Office  of  Usher  of  Black  Rod,  tuffly, 

10285-90 

Opposition. 

Leader  of,  obs.,  6293,  6298;  tuffly,  6327 
Meeting  of,  suffiy^  4081-3,  63x3-8;  fx//., 
4085 

Room  for  leader  of,  luffty,  8981-3 
Qnestion  by  Senator  Findley  as  to  report 

that    Senator  Macfarlane   was  deputy 

leader  of,  5176 

Pais  Book. 

Alteration  of  entry  in,  exfl.,  3145-8 
Breaking  of  pair,  exfl.,  7790,  8240,  9245 
Fairing  of  Senators,  exfl.,  1704 
Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Neild  that 
any  unauthorized  entry  or  alteration  in 

Eiair  book  is  an  interference  with  privi- 
egea  of  Senate,  3501 ;  debated,  3501 ; 
and  withdrawn,  3507 

Papers. 

Accommodation  for,  of  senaton,  suffly, 

8979-87 

Files  of   Statutory   Rules   and  Orders, 

suffly,  4154;  9bs.t  4155 
Insufficiency  of  accommodation  for,  suf* 

fly,  5881-2 
List  of  papers  not  recommended  to  be 

printed,  obs.,  9.15-6,  1566 
Printing  of,  suffly,  4051-9;  adj.,  6093; 

obs..  7843-8,  8231-9, 
BescissjoD  of  order   for  printing  of  a 

paper,    obs.,  i^y;   motion  by  Senator 

Henderson  to  rescind  order,  agreed  to, 

564 

Re-setting  of  matter  for,  obs.,  1566-7 
Withholding  of,  by  Government,  suffly, 
3824 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Henderson  to 
adopt  report  from  Printing  Committee 
concerning  printing  of  papers,  680;  de- 
bated, 680;  and  agreed  to,  68t 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Tearce  as  to  laying  papers  on 
Library    Table,    932-3;   by  Senator 
Neild,  013 
Senator  Walker    as   to    provision  for 
sale  of,  6061 ;  by  Senator  Pearce,  6061 
Senator  Guthrie  as  to  why  a  despatch 
had  been  made  known  to  the  public 
before  it  had  been  communicated  to 
Parliament,  8863 
Senator  Dobson    as  to   whether   it  was 
policy  of  Ministers  to  acquaint  press 
with  contents  of  important  documents 
before  they  were  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, 1^64 
Senator    Neild     as   to    why  printing 
of  report  of  judgment  of  HiRh  Court 
in  Vardon  v.  O^Loghltn  had  not  been 
recommended,  9353 
Senator    Stewart     as   to  accommoda. 
tion    for   correspondence   and  papers 
.of  senators,  9631 

[See  PaiNTiNC  Cohhitteb] 


^zvtKTW.— continued. 
Pasties  in. 

Rooms  for,  suffly,  8982-3 
Formation  of,  sufflyt  6322-4 

Pbotocbaph  of. 


Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  reproduc- 
tion of  flashlight  photograph  of,  in 
Victorian  School  Pafer,  11383 

Position  and  Rights  of. 

Under  the  Constitution,  suffly,  11517-9 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best,  that 
action  of  other  House  in  receiving  and 
dealbg  with  reiterated  requests  on  Cus- 
toms Tariff  Bill  is  in  compliance  with 
undoubted  constitutional  position  and 
rights  of  Senate,  11581  ;  amendment 
proposed  by  Senator  Millen  that  such 
affirmation  be  embodied  in  message  to 
other  House,  11583;  debated,  11585;  and 
withdrawn,  11588 ;  motion  agreed  to, 
11588 

Pkatebs  in. 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor  as  to 
demeanour  of  senators  during  rending  of, 
5745 

PUSIDBHT. 

Absence  of,  reported^  7653 
Appreciation  of  tenricei  of*  ebs.,  6415-6, 
13149-50 

CoDgtatulaUons  to,  address,  14 

Report  of  Standing  Orders  Committee 
formulating  and  tabulating  decisions 
from  the  Chair  during  1906,  tabled,  8 

Right  of,  to  debate  non-party  questiMs, 
ois.t  665-8 

Pbintikc  Couurnn. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  ap* 
point,  38,  debated,  38-9,  and  i^reed  to, 

39 

Printing  of  papers  without  a  reference 
to,  ebs.,  133-7,  248,  746 

Report   from,  680-1,  934-6,   1566-7,  3179, 

2283,  3148-9.  3464.  37967.  446?-7?»  5083. 
5647,  6293,  7843.8,  8221-9,  8616,  8673, 

9*97.  9353i  »«»3>  ^^^SS 
Adoption  of  reports  from,  without  notice, 
obs.,  8231-9 

[Sfe  "  Papers."] 

PUVILEGES  OF. 

Curtailment  of,  by  grant  of  supply  for 
three  months,  suffly,  r833-64,  1930-48 

Disregard  of,  by  the  Government,  suffly, 
39°46,|?||5t??@(^te'^-3 
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SiNATi — continued. 

Privileges  of — continued. 

Message,  asking  for  appointmcDt  of  Select 
Committee  oa  procedure  in  caaes  of 
privilege,  reported  from  House  of  Re- 
preientatives,  9951 ;  motion  proposed  by. 
Senator  Best  to  appoint  Select  Commit> 
tee,  10004,  debated,  10004,  ^^'^  ^reed 
to  on  division,  10013;  message,  desiring 
Select  Committee  to  investigate  any 
recent  allegations  reflecting  on  Parlia- 
ment or  any  of  its  members,  reported 
from  House  of  Representatives,  10255; 
motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  em- 
power Select  Committee  accordingly, 
10355,  <^^^^t^'l  10256,  and  agreed  to  on 
division,  10260 ;  motion  by  Senator 
Neild  to  enable  Select  Committee  on 
Privilege  Procedure  to  sit  during  sit- 
tings of  Senate,  agreed  to,  11304;  pro- 
gress report  presented  by  Senator  Neild, 
and  read,  11076;  second  progress  report 
presented  by  Senator  Chataway,  and 
read,  11983;  motion  proposed  by  Sena- 
tor Chataway  to  adopt  progress  reports, 
11987;  debated  11990;  and  agreed  to. 
"995 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway  as  to  para- 
graph in  Perth  Daily  News,  that  the  Par- 
liament is  not  in  a  position  to  freeh^ 
criticise  a  "nefarious  proposal,"  ttsib 

PlOTEST  TO. 

Production  of  correspondence  on,  ebt.,  5011 

Question  by  Senator  Needham  as  to  joint 
resolution  of  Western  Australian  Par- 
liament concerning  Tariff,  4143 ;  by 
Senator  Pearce,  4935 

Questions. 

Character  of  answers  to,  tuf^y,  tS^i 

Form  and  revision  of  questions,  a^*.,  5368- 

70,  8154-6,  9734,  9892-3 
Notice  of,  at  morning  sittings,  col.,  8076, 

8156 
Questions  by — 
Senator  de  Largie  as  to  whether  a  cer- 
tain statement  in  a  question  had  been 
revised,  5370 
Senator    UcGregor    as    to   whether  a 
senator  had  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
any  statements  in  a  newspaper  extract 
which  had  been  quoted  in  a  question, 
5370 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  whether  a 
series  of  questions  had  been  reviewed; 
and,  if  so,  why  argumentative  matter 
had  been  passed,  8154-6 

SlNATOIS. 

Administration  uf  oath  to,  563,  9040 

Luggage  of,  tuffly,  8985-7 

Personal  explanations  by,  974,  lou,  1704, 
2068,  2237.  2941,  3145,  3796,  4085,  4143, 
4795-6,  4801,  5466,  7703,  7790,  7843, 
8oa6-8,  8867,  8979,  9245,  1 1467 

Relations  of,  to  State  Ministry,  mffiyt 
11502-19 


Senate — co  ntinued. 
Standing  Ordeks  CouumxE. 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Best  to  ap- 

giint,  35;  amendment  proposed  by 
enator  Stewart  to  substitute  Senator 
Givens  for  Senator  Dobson,  35,  and 
withdrawn,  38;  motion  amended  by 
leave  and  agreed  to,  38 
Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  action  of, 
on  a  reference  from  the  Senate,  3513 

St.  Ledger,  Senator. 

Alleged  betrayal  of  principles  by,  f.9., 
11250;  exft.,  11467;  oi/.,  11910-3 

Stkahgebs. 

Entertainment  of,  at  Parliament  House, 

adj.,  6092-4 
Presence  of,  f.o.,  8778 
Seat  on  dais  for  Governor  of  Tasmania, 

ebt.,  5561 

Questions  by  Senator  McColl  as'  to  rnier- 
tainment  of,  at  Parliament  House, 
6058 ;  by  Senators  Trenwitb,  Story, 
McGregor,  and  de  Largie,  6059 ;  by 
Senator  Henderson,  6060 

Suspension  of  Rtnxs. 

Appropriation  Bill,  10260,  11633 
Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  12106 
Customs    Tariff    Bill,   10041-3,  10830-41, 
1 1 581 

Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  iaio3 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
5986 

Election  Expenses  Reimborsement  Bill, 
1214^ 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  12105 
Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  11995 
Motion  without  notice,  2512,  3049-55 
Officers  Compensation  Bill,  10071 
Old-age     Pensions     Appropriation  Bill, 
121 26 

Parliamentary  Papers  Bill,  ti866 

Procedure  for,  adj.,  10072-3 

Quarantine  Bill,  6227 

Supply  Bills,  39,  1953,  5774,  6300,  12137 

Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  11866 

Works  and  Buildings  Dili,  11621-2,  11623 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild  as  to  a  suspension  of 
Standing  Orders,  including  a  suspen- 
sion of  Sessional  Orders,  6409 
Senator  Pulsford  as  to  a  contingent 
notice  of  motion  for,  being  made  i>.irt 
of  machinery  of  Senate,  tatoo 

Vacancy  in. 

Statement  by  the  President  that  the  re- 
turn of  Mr.  J.  Vardon  for  South  Aus- 
tralia had  been  declared  void  by  the 
High  Court,  and  that  he  bad  notified  its 
Governor  of  the  happening  of  the  va- 
cancy, 7 ;  finding  of  the  High  Court 
read,  8 

Absence  of  reference  to,  in  Governor' 
General's  Speech,  mddrettt  63 

Opinion  oT  Attomey-General  oa,  addrett, 
146 

NMification  of  election  of  Mr.  O'Loghlia 
by  Parliament  of  South  Anstralia  to 
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Senate — eomtitmed. 
Vacancy  in — centinHtd. 

Discharge  of  order  of  day  relating  to, 
ott.t  974 

Petition  from  Mr.  J.  Vardon  against 
choice  of  Senator  O'Logblin  reported 
by  thf  President,  3311 

Motion  hy  Senator  Ncild,  to  discuss 
vacancy  in  representation  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, dis.,  974 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  refer  petition 
to  Disputed  Returns  and  Qualifications 
Committee,  agreed  to,  2311 ;  report  pre- 
sented and  read,  4393 

Motion  proposed  by  Senator  Symon  to 
adopt  Committee'^s  report,  4708;  de* 
bated,  4733 ;  amendment  proposed  by 
Senator  Best  that  Senator  O'Logfalinhas 
been  validly  chosen  by  the  State  Par- 
liament, and  th;it  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Vardon  be  disallowed,  4731  ;  debated, 
4732-47,  4797-4834 ;  amendment  of 
amendment  proposed  by  Senator  Turley 
that  the  point  of  constitutional  law  in- 
volved  in  the  petition  be  referred  by 
legislation  to  the  High  Court,  4834 ; 
and  agreed  to,  4836 ;  amendment,  as 
amended,  agreed  to,  4836;  decision  of 
Hi^h  Court  reported  and  read,  and 
notification  of  a  vacancy  to  Governor  of 
South  Australia  announced,  7541 ;  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  J.  Vardon  announced,  9040 

Motion  by  Senator  Best  to  return  the  peti- 
tioner's deposit,  agreed  to,  48^ 

Notice  of  motion        Senator  Xeild,  9 

Questions  by- 
Senator  Neild  as  to  opinion  of  Attorney- 
General  concerning  method  of  hlling, 
28;  as  to  printing  judgment  of  Court 
of  Disputed  Returns,  9353 
Senator   St.    Ledger    as   to  referring 

Iuestton  of  vacancy  to  Committee  of 
>isputed  Returns  and  Qualifications, 
306S 

Senator  W,  Russell   as  to  discovery  of 

ballot    papers    sworn    to    have  been 

burned.  1364 
Senator   O'Loghlin    as  to  position  of 

petition  of  Mr.  Vardon,  4803 
Senator   Symon   as   to   Bill   to  refer 

Mr.  Vardon's  petition  to  High  Court, 

5081 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  press  comments 
On  report  of  Committee  of  Disputed 
Returns,  35  ({6;  as  to  tabling  copy  of 
judgment  o^  High  Court  on  petition, 

7753 

HOU8B  OF  REPRESBNT&TIVBS. 

Addrbss-in-Rbplt. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Abolition  of,  address,  24,  86,  170,  178, 

^MS,  343,  350,  458 

Completion  of  Dnwte  on,  exfi.,  468 

Govemor-Generars  Speedi  reported,  43; 
Address-in-Reply  brought  up  by  Com- 
mittee, and  read,  24 ;  moved  by  Mr. 
Wise,  34;  seconded  by  Mr.  Coon,  27; 
debated,  85-131,  159-92,  194-243.  3'7-52. 
408-69,  and  agreed  to,  469;  presentation 
of,  1230,  1289 

Postponement  of  Debate  on,  to  get  Sup- 
ply, ebt.t  81 


HouflB  or  VxmstmkTtvws—coi^inued. 
Adjournuents  (Formal). 

Alleged  Customs  frauds,  9093-8 

Excise  Tariff  Act,  6356-70 

Federal  Capital,  298-314 

Mail  Contract  Tenders,  591-606 

New  Protection  :  Wages  award,  12*58-68 

Patent  and   Proprietary   Medicines,  883-897 

Postal  Administration,  6231-2 

Publication  of  report,  3091-3105 

Shipping  Combine,  393^^ 

Surplus  Revenue,  11744-5 

Telephone  Anomalies,  979-987 

ADjOtJRNMENTS  (Special). 

Motions  agreed  to,  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  470, 
741-3. /oa5-9,  3360,  7622,  A<&Q,  5283,  5745, 
5977,  6292,  6503-4,  6591,  6673,  6725,  6810, 
6834,  6967,  7024,  Tiro,  7169,  7413,  7456, 
9136,  12201 ;  by  Mr.  Deahin,  4958,  5497, 
7491,  9521,  10461,  10482,  11734,  11784 

Christmas    adjournment,    stiffly,  6379-87; 
*^7  >  7536-40 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown  as  to  adjourning  over 
Thursday  in  Show  week,  2688 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  adjourning  over 
afternoon  of  Melbourne  Cup  Day,  5416 

Mr.  Page  as  to  Christmas  adjournment, 
5519;  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  6728;  by 
Mr.  McDonald,  6729;  by  Mr.  Liddell, 
6834;  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  7169,  7459;  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  7299,  7416 ;  by  Mr. 
Frascr,  7300 

Mr.  Hughes  as  to  adjourning  until  Sen- 
ate had  disposed  of  Tariff,  11053 

Bills. 

Determination  of  constitutionality  of,  by 
High  Court,  ways  and  means,  391)6,  409a 

Business  of. 

Motion  proposed  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  regu- 
late precedence  of  Government  business 
and  general  business,  469 ;  debated,  469  j 
and  agreed  to,  469 

Motion  by  Sir  W,  Lyne  to  regulate  order  of 
general  business,  agreed  to,  469 

Conduct  of,  adj.,  3682,  4461-2,  4704,  11466; 
supply,  5784-7,  5793-5,  6279.88 

Introduction  of  new  business  after  11 
p.m.,  supply,  6281-2 

Order  of  business,  adj.,  472,  563,  744,  1083* 
4,  167S,  2282,  2343  6,  3047-8,  3619,  6186-8, 

6521-3,    6834,    7456-7,    9794,    1 1982,  I2100, 

obs.,  1977,  2124,  7416,  12054;  Budget, 
3036,  3128,  3294;  Ways  and  Means,  3294-8 
Precedence  to  Government  business,  obs., 
2690 ;  motion  proposed  by  Sir  William 
Lyne  to  give  precedence  to  Gorernment 
business  daily,  unless  otherwise  ordered, 
2795;  debated,  2795;  and  agreed  to, 
2807 

Precedence   to   items   in   Tariff,   wayi  and 

means,  4120-30,  4^2^-61 
Programme  for  remainder  of  session,  suf- 

fly,  8821;  obs.,  8930-5 
Progress  of,  adj.,  4035,  5236,  9630,  101771 

obs.,  1^131 

Suspension  of  private  business,  obs.,  261a; 

adj.,  3612,  2684-6  C^(^(^ri\c> 
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House  of  Repkisentatives — centinued,  " 
Business  of — continued. 
Work  of  session,  adj.,  12201-3 
Motion  by  Mi.  Deakin  to  resume  considera- 
tion of  Tariff  at  point  reached  prior  to 
count-out,  agreed  to,  7251 
Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  postpone 
remaining  business  until  after  considera- 
tion of  Mr.  Chanter's  motion  relative  to 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  10126,  de- 
bated iota6,  and  withdrawn  toixj 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Eraser  as  to  transferring  an  order 
of  the  day  from  the  5th  to  the  r^th 
September,  2566 
Mr.  ].   Cook    as  to  business  for  the 
week,  3622;   for  the  period  prior  to 
Christmas,   6417,    7169;    for    test  of 
session,  11260 
Mr.  Reid  as  to  taking  out  of  order  cer- 
tain items  in  Tariff,  4280 ;  as  to  course 
of  public  business,  8930 
Mr.  Watson   as  to  business  for  sitting, 
7461 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  resuming  consideration 
of  private  business,  8926 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  order  of  business 
during  next  few  days,  10078 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  motion  for  appoint- 
ing Select  Committee  on  case  of 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Wallace,  10079, 
10129,  10132,  roi34j  by  Mr.  Fraser. 
10133-4 

Cbaikuan  op  Coumittees.  . 

Motion  by  Mr.  Batchelor  to  appoint  Mr. 

McDonald,  ruled  to  be  irregular,  82;  obs. 

as  to  delaying  apix>intment  of,  82,  83 
Motion  proposed  by  Sir  J.  Forrest  to  ap* 

point  Mr.   Mahon  for  the  day  only,  83; 

debated,  83;  and  agreed  to,  84 
Motion  proposed  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  adopt 

new  Standing  Order  regulating  tenure  of 

office  of,  315;  debated,  315;  and  agreed 

to,  3rt 

Appeal  to  Speaker  from  rulings  of,  f.o.t 
10738-40 

Appreciation  of  services  of,  adj.y  7536-40 
Calling  of  members  by,  adj.,  268s;  obs.. 

Casting  vote  of,  5730,  7124,  10667,  lO/^S. 
11214.5 

Clerical  alterations  in  Tariff  by,  obt., 
7346.  7440 

Dissent    from   ruling  of,  by  Mr.  Groom, 

1312-6;  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3297^;  by  Mr. 
Page,  7040;  by  Mr.  Crouch,  7092-4;  by 
Mr.  Chanter,  10211-3;  by  Mr.  J.  Cook, 
11546 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Batchelor  to  Bp< 
point  Mr.  McDonald,  316 ;  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Storrer  to  appoint  Mr. 
Salmon,  316;  amendment  negatived  on 
divifion,  and  motion  agreed  to,  317 

Speakei*!  warrant  appointing  panel  of  Tern* 
porary  Chairmen,  tabled,  404 

Question  by  Mr.  Watson  as  to  avoiding  ses- 
sional contest  for  position  of,  80 


House  of  VxevtsziiTKTiyts—eotUinued. 
Chaudek. 

Ventilation  of,  adj.,  36S3;  Ways  and  Meams, 

4857 ;  s«tpiy,  6289 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Liddell   as  to  ventilatioa  of,  4412 
Mr.  Johnson   as  to  lighting  of,  7249 

DATS  or  MitniNG. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  to  fix, 
agreed  to,  28 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  the 
House  to  sit  on  Monday,  6506 ;  debated, 
6506,  and  agreed  to,  6519;  motion  by 
Mr.  Deakin  to  discontinue  Monday  sittings 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  agreed  to,  8863; 
motion  by  Mr.  Deakin  for  Monday  sitting 
agreed  to,  11734 

Hour  of  'meeting,  adj.,  3230,  3363,  4704, 
4955.  5236.  6186-8;  m.^  6967 

Duration  of  recess  for  dinner,  obs.  113;  adj. 
3*30'  3232 

Days  of  sitting,  adj..  6t86-8,  6504,  6521-3, 

wto;  ais.,  6417,  0503-4;  exff.,  6524 
Saturday  sitting,  adj.,  6$2i'3,  6810 
Suspension  of  sitting,         0631 ;  cbt.,  7355 
Stress  of  long  uttings,  ffbs.t  6^ 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  sitting  on  Friday,  976 
Mr.  Chanter    as  to  dinner  adjournment, 
3854 

Mr.  Page  as  to  meeting  on  six  days  a 
week,  5131;  by  Mr.  McDonald,  55*0; 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  6024;  by  Mr.  J.  T. 
Brown,  6186;  by  Mr.  Batchelor,  6416;  hy 
Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  ]■  Cook.  6417, 
6676;  by  Mr.  Bomford,  6729;  by  Mr. 
McWilliams,  11703 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  recording  names  of 
members  in  attendance  during  all-night 
sittings,  6024 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  alteration  of  days 
or  hours  of  sitting,  6tii 

Mr.  J.   Cook    as  to  protracted  sittings, 

68n 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  sitting  on  Saturday 
or  other  da^  to  dispose  of  Taritf,  110^2 ; 
late  on  Friday  and  on  following  Mon- 
day to  close  the  session,  11525 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  morning  and  late 
sittings,  11790 

Divisions. 
Correction  .of  list,  cbs.,  6548 
Inadvertent  vote,  exfl.,  7183 
Number  of  calls  for,  f.o.,  6567-S 
Position  of  member  calling  for,  f.o.,  7247 
Vote  of  member  in  gangway,  cbs.,  6965 
Withdrawal  of  calls  for,  obs.,  6908-9,  6976, 
7091-a 

Exhibits. 

Mineral  specimens  in  corridor,  adj.,  1412 
Playing  of  exhibited  pianos,  obs.,  7213 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  erection  of  a  machine  in 

north  lobby  and  extension  of  I  ike 
privilege    to    importers    of  macbinetT, 

Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  I'oynton,  and  Mr.  Batche- 
lor, as  to  exhibit  of  piano  in  ante-room, 
7114;  Mr.  Johnson,  711^ 
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llocsE  OF  RMmsMitTAnyES— continued. 
Exhibits — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Willis    as  to  use  of  corridors  by 
strangers  in  connexion   with  exhibited 
wares,  711^ 
Mr.  Livingston   as  to  removal  of  pianos, 
7300 

Mr.  Fuller  and  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  a  pic- 
ture of  Dalgety,  10965 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  permission  to  exhibit 
pictures  in  corridor,  10965 

FOKBBST,  Sir  J. 

Performances  and  professions  of,  Budget, 
3220-8;  adj.,  3231-2;  expl.,  3300  J  mfflyj 
3344-50 

Withdrawal  from  Chamber,  exfi.,  193 
Reduction  of  Estimates  by,  exfl.,  11625 
Votes  of,  exfl.,  10876 

Gkand  CoMiunnxs. 
Appointment  of,  su-pHy,  5786 

Hansakd. 

Correction   of   figures   in   speech   by  Mr. 

Mabon,  exfl.  3419-30 
Inaccuracy  in  a  "proof"  report,  eit,,  38M 
Insertion    of    unread   document   in,  oit., 

73>5.  9847 
KiNCSrON,  Right  Hon.  C.  C. 

Motion  proposed  bv  Mr.  Deakin  that  the 
House  record  its  deep  appreciation  of 
the  great  public  services  rendered  by  Mr. 
Kingston,  and  its  profound  regret  at  his 
untimely  decease,  11046;  debated,  11047, 
and  agreed  to,  11049;  motion  by  Mr. 
Deakin  that  Mr.  Speaker  be  recniested  to 
convey  the  resolution  to  Mrs.  Kingston, 
agreed  to,  11049;  reply  reported,  12038 

Labour  Pasty. 

Issue  of  circular  by  Mr.  Catts,  Ways  and 
Means,  4026-8;  expl.,  4361-2 

References  to,  address,  109-10,  124,  160, 
183-5,  *>6-7.  *»8.  241-3,  317-24.  338-43. 
344.  347-50,  409-16'  460-7:  Budget,  3134, 
2145,  2477-82,  2609-12,  2650-9,  2716-7,  2821, 
3840,  3933-4*  299>-3>  3'4*-5 ;  suffly^ 
3346-50,  3429,  9303-51,  13187;  Ways  and 
Means,  3991-3,  4005-6,  4018-23,  4110,  4118 

Resignation  by  Mr.  Watson  of,  and  election 
of  Mr.  Fisher  to,  leadership  of,  fibs., 
5326-7 

Votes  of  members  of,  exfl.,  10876 

Question  by  Mr,  Hall  asking  Mr.  Fair- 
baim  to  cite  one  instance  of  a  member 
of  Labour  Party  being  compelled  to 
vote  against  his  conscience,  10876,  10967 

Leave  of  Absence. 

Motions  for,  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  2121 ;  by 
Mr.  Deakin,  5803,  10652;  by  Mr.  Reid, 
5803 

Motion  by  Mr.  Groom  to  grant  leave  of 
absence  to  every  member  until  first  sitting 
in  1908,  agreed  to,  7491 

LlBRART. 

Vote  for,  suffly,  11300 
F.6950^o 


House  of  REFUSENTA'm'BS — continued. 

LOBBYIHC. 

[See  Exhibits,  also  Stkangeks.] 

MUCBEBS. 

Absence  of  Mr.  Maloncy,  f.o.,  7252 
Administration   of    Oath    tu,  22,  500,  769, 
1413 

Mr.  H.  Mahon,  suffly,  3344-9 

Naming  of  Mr.  Poynton,  Ways  and  Means, 

Or^ei  "of  Hi^  Court  voiding  the  return  of 
Mr.  Palmer  for  Echuca,  read  by  the 
Clerk,  22 

Personal  Explanations  by,  193,  468,  500-1, 
693,  897,  iiSo,  1279,  1866-7,  23"-3,  2561-3. 
2651-4,  2683,  3231,  3396-9,  3300,  3410,  3419. 
3438.  3439.  3440.  3589.  3852,  3970-».  4243. 
4361-2,  4843-7.  4867,  5210.  5783,  ^qia, 
6506,  6524,  6548,  6767,  6768,  6793-5,  6812, 

7183,  7 '85.  72531  9347.  9348.  9350.  9351. 
10471,    10480-2,    10605,    10703.6,  10732, 
10876,     10966-7,    10975-8,    »>qq8,  11017, 
11018,     11046,     11177-9,     in;78,  1163s. 
11704-7,  11787,  I1913-S,  11918,  12190,  12198 
Supplv  of  information  to,  exfl.,  26^1-3 
Writ,  issue  of,  aa,  11005;  "''"""■n  of,  500 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  late  delivcrv  of  letter- 
to,  6673 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  sweating  of  members 
.ind  payment  for  overtime,  6813 

Mr.  Palmer  as  to  whether  a  statement  bv 
Mr.  Hughes  was  a  breach  of  his  oath  of 
allegiance,  9093 

Newspaper  Misreprkskntations. 

Statement  in  Age  reflecting  on  the  Opposi- 
tion, exfl.,  693-4;  on  the  Opposition 
Comer,  exfl.,  1379-80;  obs.,  10085-6; 
on  Sir  J.  Forrest,  exfl..  3300;  on  Mr.  J, 
Cook  and  Mr.  Page,  exfl.,  5210:  on  itfr. 
Page,  ex^.,  11017 

\See  Pkivilcce.] 

NoncES  OF  Motion. 

Removal     of    motion    from  notice-paper, 

suffly,  9310,  9317,  9337;  f.e.,  9353 
Question — 

By  Mr.  Wilson  as  to  disappearance  of 
Mr.  Fisher's  motion  about  Old-age 
pensions  from  notice-paper,  9298 

Officers. 

Appreciation  of  work  of,  adj.,  12201-3 

Opposition,  The. 

Attitude  of,  during  illness  of  Prime  Minis- 
ter, exfl.,  6y3-4 

Betrayal  of  free-trade  by,  Ways  and  Means, 
4106-7,  4113-3 

Condition  of,  address,  456 

Disciplining  of.  Budget,  2667 

Leader  of,  address,  85,  147,  207,  217,  457; 
Budget,  2477-80,  3608-12,  2656-^),  2840-a; 
Ways  and  Means.  4014-7,  4036,  4106-7, 
4112.7 

Policy  of  Opposition  Cornt-r  pirty,  Budget, 
3044-5 

Thanks  to  leader  of,  adj.,  11863 
Question  by  Mr.  Page    as  to  intrigue  by 
Opposition  Comer  Party  to  oust  Ministry, 

Digitized  by  Google 


oxdv 


Index  to  Subjects, 


HOOSB  OF  REFBESENTATmS— C0»/lM«e4. 
PAISS. 

Breaking  of  pair,  ex^.,  10732 
Changing  of  pairs,  Ways  and  Means,  6793-5 
Erroaeous  entries  in  book,  exfl.,  6506,  itS79 
Failure  to  obtain  a  pair,  exfl.,  11578 
Pairing  member  twice,  adj.,   10699  >  **t^'' 

10703-6,  1 1 579 
Pair  on  piano  duties,  ebs.,  11314 
Refusal  of  pairsi  ebt..  10544-6,  iiau 

Paluo,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Allowance  to^  svffly^  Tiai6 

[See  Prayers.] 

pAvns. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Hutchison  to  adopt 
report  from  Printing  Committee  concern- 
ing printing  of  papers,  769;  debated,  769* 

and  agreed  to,  771 
Printing  of   Bills  and  Papers,  obs.t  922^' 

30;  juffiy,  3589- 18 
Publication    of    Mr.    Bcale  s    report,  adj., 

a6ia-4,  3091-3105;  cbs.,  2995;  tupfly,  9975- 

Setting  of  tabular  matter  for,  supply,  y  i 
Petitions. 

Erasure  of  reception  of  petition,  obt.,  7294 
Genuineness  of  signatures  to  pietitton  from 

Wagga,  obs.,  3408-10 
Motion  proposed   by    Sir  W.    Lyne  that 
the  petition  be  received,  3409;  debated, 
3409-10;  and  agreed  to,  on  divisinn,  3410 

[See  Priviligc] 

Prayers  in. 

Demeanour  of  membtrs  fluting  reading  of, 
exfl..  s?8a 

Question  oy  Mr.  Thomas,  as  to  a  statement 
by  Mr.  Palmer  to  a  public  meeting  on, 
5782 

Printing  Couiottee. 
Motion  by  Sir  J.  Quick  for  leave  to*  to 

confer  with  Printing  Committee  of  the 

Senate,  agreed  to,  404 
Motion  by  Mi-  Hutchison  to  place  a  petition 

in  custody  of,  agreed  to,  385a 
Report  from,  read,  and  adopted,  404,  769* 

77»>  974i  1595.  2328-30,  3I7»-*.  385**  45>7. 

S»3o.  5690.  6354,  9290.  »<»07» 
Powers  of,  supply,  3593 


PRIVIUCE. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Hutchison  to  refer 
petition  to  Attomejr-General  for  immediate 
mvcstigation  as  to  its  accuracy  and  alleged 
forgery,  3412;  debated  3413;  amendment 

froposed  by  Mr.  Salmon  to  substitute 
tinting  Committee  for  Attomey-Generali 
3412 ;  debated,  34rs-9 ;  and  agreed  to, 
3419 ;  motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
3419;  report  presented  and  read,  6094;  and 
adopted,  6095 ;  report  by  Crown  Solicitor 
tabled  and  read,  7457-S 
Charges  and  innuendoes  of  cotrupti<m 
against  members  of  Parliament,  adf., 
9794;  obs.,  11100-13 
Statement  by  the  Treasurer  that  Standard 
Oil  Company  had  "  the  numbers  in  its 
bag,"  P.O.,  10074-5:  "bs.,  10975-96 


House  of  Refressntativb»— ctfiMriiwfrf. 
Ptivilege — eottiinued. 

Rules  of  procedure  in  cases  of,  adj.,  9794 
Motion  proposed  by  Hr.  Deakin  to  applet 
a  Select  Committee  to  report  as  to  best 
procedure   for  trial   and   punishment  of 
persons  charged  with  interference  with  or 
□reach  of  powers,  privileges,  or  immunt- 
tiei  of  either  House  or  member  of  com- 
mittees of  each  House,  9953,  debated  9953, 
and  agreed  to  9954;  message  from  Senate 
reported,  10076;  motion  proposed  by  Mr. 
Deakin  to  empower  Privilege  Procedure 
Committee  to  investigate  any  recent  al- 
legations reflecting  on  Parliament  or  any 
of  itt  members,  10127,  debated  10128,  and 
agreed  to  10129;  message  from  Senate  re- 
ported, 10368;  report  requesting  leave  to 
report  minutes  of  evidence  presented  by 
Sir  J.  Quick,  read  and  adopted,  10400; 
motion  by  Sir  J.  Quick  to  enable  Com- 
mittee to  sit  during  sitting  of  House, 
11328 ;  progress  report  presented  hy  Sir 
J.    Quick,    and    recommendations  read, 
iiyot ;  motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Dealcin 
that  the  report  be  printed,  11701 ;  debated, 
and  agreed  to,  11702;  second  progress  le- 
port  presented  by  Sir  J.  Quick,  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  12044;  motion  pro- 
posed by  Sir  J.  Quick  to  adopt  reports, 
12044;  debated,  X2048;  and  agreed  to, 
1 2053 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Johnson    as  to   insinuations  against 
integrity  of  Parliament  by  Mr.  O.  C. 
Bealc,  8925;  by  Mr.  Kelly,  10075 
Mr.  Liddell     as  to  par:ijjraph  in  Sydney 
BuUftin   ascribing   mrriipiion    tn  mrin- 
bers  of  Parliament,  8938;  by  Mr.  Kelly, 
10075,  10400 
Mr.  Wilks    as  to  investigation  of  charges 
placed  by   Mr.   Johnson  and   Mr.  IJd 
dell    before     House,    9844;    by  Mr. 
O'Malley,  Mr.  J.  Cook,  Mr.  K-lIy,  and 
Mr.  H.  Willis,  10075;  V  Mr.  Kelly, 
Mr.  Knox  and  Mr.  Wilks,  10076;  by 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  10077 
Mr.  Kelly   as  to  letter  on  subject  from 
Mr.   Beale    and    Sydney  Chamber  of 
Manufactures,  10401 
Mr.   Reid    as  to  investigation   into  trutb 
of  allegations  of  bribery  .ind  corruption 
of  members  by  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany, 11017 
Mr.  Foster    as  to  article  in  Review  »f 
Reviews  reflecting  on  motives  of  mem- 
bers, 1 1 521 


Proceedings  in  Cotnirrm. 
References   to,  adj.,  3299,  3361-a,  4343, 
4461-2,  4646,  5237,  6144.  6i8t,  10699 

Protest  to. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  L-'owler  as  to  tabling  joint  resolu- 
tion of  W.A.  Parliament  cooceminx 
Tariff.  4Q(;s 

Mr.  Crouch  iis  to  whether  the  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  was  transmitted 
to  both  Houses  by  the  Governor-General 
with  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  the 
Ministry,  5690  t 
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House  of  Repbesentatives— ^^n/tiitieJ. 
Questions. 

Answering  of,  when  orders  of  day  called  on 

first,  obs.,  315,  606 
Character  of  answers  to,  suffly,  2894,  a8o6, 

agoi,  3904 

Method  of  asking,  and  continuity  of,  qoes- 

tions,  obs.,  ioo7<S 
Numbrr  of  quritions  without  notice,  uJj., 

22,11 

To  private  memberi,  f.o,y  10965.  10968-g 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Maloney    as  to  requiring  notice  of 
all    questions,    10079;    Mr.  llJcDooatdi 
11744,  12041;  Mr,  Storrer,  11793 
Mr.  Catts    as  to  alloluujf  certain  time 
to  questions  without  notice,  11707 

QdOBLH. 

Absence  of,  reported,  7247 
Position  of  Mr.  Palmer,  exfl.,  7353 
Withdrawal  of  mcirbers  during  ringing  of 
bells,  f.e.y  6S00-1 

Rbpsesentation  of  Victobu  ; 
Questions— 
By  Mr.  Salmon  as  to  method  of  esti- 
mating population,   10484;  by  Ifr.  D. 
Thomson,  10525 

Rights  of. 

Motion  proposed  by  Mr.  Deaktn  that  the 
House  refrains  from  determination  of  its 
constitutional  rights  in  respect  to  the 
Senate  returning  Custoips  Tariff  Bill  with 
requests  a  second  time,  11424;  debated, 
1 1425;  and  agreed  to  on  division,  11437; 
resolution  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in 
message  returning  Bill,  11438 

RoiTAL  ComnssiONS. 

Treatment  of  reports  of,  by  Government  and 
House,  Budget.  2708-15,  3825,  2835-7 

Senate. 

Allowance  to  Messrs.  O'Loghlin  and  Var- 
don,  suffly^  11216 

Delay  in  return  uf  writ  to  elect  a  senator 
for  South  Austruli:!,  suffly,  f^55-9 

Opinion  of  Attorney-General  on  vacancv  in, 
address,  170,  214 

Scrutiny  of  ballot-papers  for  Angas  Divi- 
sion, suffly,  8S59,  8861 

Right  of,  to  reijuest  increases  of  duties,  f.o., 
104S4-7 ;  obs.,  10569-70 ;  to  request  addi- 
tions to  items,  f.a.,  10674-5;  to  return  a 
Bill  with  requests  a  second  time,  f.o.. 
11380-1;  obs.,  11424-37;  f.o.^  11432-7;  to 
request  a  modification  of  a  suggested 
amendment  agreed  to  by  the  House  with 
a  modification,  f.o.,  11539-46;  abs.,  11570 

SrtAKER. 

Absence  of,  reported  by  the  Clerk,  6505, 

6sa3>.7>.69 

Appreciation  of  services  of,  adj..  7536-40 
Death  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Kingston,  obs..,  11049 
ox 


House  of  Rerkentatives— f9ffA'fw;<f. 
Standing  Okders. 

Suggestion  bv  Mr.  W.  G.  Higgs  that  Go- 
vemmeat  snould  apply,  to  silence  debate 
on  Tariff  proposals.  Budget,  3666 
Limitation  of  debate  on  Tariff  items.  Budget, 
2989-90 

Suspension  of,  obs.,  8863;  f«.,  9481;  f.9.» 

9482;  ex-fi.t  9521 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  adopting  a  revised 

set  of,  6^1 ;  Mr.  Bowden,  6834 
Mr.  B.  Smith   as  to  applying  cloture  to 

Opposition,  65Qt 
Mr.  Catts  as  to  regulating  questions  with- 
out notice,  11707 

SnUNGERS. 

Dispute   with   Mr.   J.    McDougall,  «r^., 
7185-6  ■ 

Entertainment  of,  suffly,  6292-3 
■Lobbying  by,  on  Tariff,  Ways  and  Means. 
6585-8,  7185-7,  7»93-5.  7310-1.  73^; 

10974-Si  <»*»•.  »«)75-96 
Presence  of,  obs.y  3095 
Question  to  exclude,  negatived,  3095 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  ercctiun  of  machine 
by  strangers  in  a  private  room,  and  lob- 
bying in  corridors,  6591 
Mr.  Maloney  as.  to  lobbying  by  repre- 
sentative of  Standard  Oil  Trust,  6^92 
Mr.  Kelly  as  to  circular  on  lobbying  in 
interest  of  mannfacturers,  11051 

Suspension  of  Ruus.  . 

Appointment  of  Committees,  82 
Appropriation  Bill,  3749,  10251,  11418 
Australian  Industries  Preservation  Mill,  9481 
Bounties  Bill,  1393  ' 

Coast  Defence  Appropriation  Bill,  12094 
Commonwealth  Salaries  Bill.  jSq; 
Customs  Tariff  Bill.  7456 
Customs  Tariff  Amendment  Bill,  12054-5 
Disputed  Elections  and  Qualifications  Bill, 
6389 

Election     Expenses     Reimbursement  Bill, 
12196 

Excise  Tariff  (Starch)  Bill,  12056 

Invalid  and  Old-age  Pensions  Bill,  11982 

Ministerial  statement,  11628-37 

Officers  Compensation  Bill,  7502 

Old-age  Pensions  Appropriation  Bill,  12095 

Parliamentary  Allowances  Bill,  2017 

Farliamenlary  Papers  Bill,  11780 

Supply   Bill,  82,   1809,   5800,  6286,  8863, 

120^,  12 190 
Works  and  Buildings  Bill,  11418 


Senate : 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Bill, 
praying  Senate  to  lay  Bill  aside  (Senator 
Symon),  5081 

Kerosene  Flash  Point,  praying  for  reduc- 
tion of  standard  to  73  degrees  Fahroi- 
heit  (Senator  Vardon),  10251 

Military  Training,  compulsory,  agai^ 
(Senator  Mulrahy),  5745 

Senate  Kleclion,  South  Australia,  against 
rehirn  of  Senator  O'Lpghlin,  231 1 
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PeimONS — eoniinued. 

Tariff  :  for  the  free  admisskm  of  mag«- 
xioei  (Senator  Dobson),  5175;  against 
high  duties  (Senator  Neild),  5465; 
re  duties  on  harvesteis,  strippers, 
and  metal  parts  (Senator  W.  Russell), 
7565  ;  for  reduction  of  duties  on  watches 
and  clocks  (Senator  Millen),  7791 ;  for 
substantial  reduction  of  duties  on  medi- 
cines (Senator  Neild),  7935;  re  duties  on 
photographic  papers  {Senator  Guthrie), 
8075;  (Senator  Neild),  935a;  for  plac- 
ing wire  netting  on  free  Hat  (Senator 
Millen),  8153;  for  alterations  in  the 
duties  on  leather  (Senator  Trenwith), 
Ii2r6 


House  ef  Refresentativet: 

Australian  Industries  Preservation  Act,  for 
amendment  of  (Mr.  Dugald  Thonxion), 
6811 

Australian  Industries  Preseivation  Bill,  for 
laying  aside  of  (Mr.  Glynn],  6896;  (Mr. 
Hedges),  9089 

Elections,  praymg  House  to  provide  for 
regulation  of  (Mr.  Maloney),  1203S 

Kerosene  Flash  Point,  praying  for  reduc- 
tion of 'standard  to  73  degrees  Fahren- 
heit (Mr.  Batcbelor),  1048a ;  (Mr. 
Mathews),  10574 

Legal  Tender,  for  appointment  of  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  (Mr.  Htime  Cook), 
1412 

Mail  Service,  European,  for  making  pro- 
vision for  cool  storage,  and  making 
Brisbane  a  port  of  call  (Colonel 
Foxton),  588,  769;  (Mr.  Groom},  769; 
(Mr.  Archer),  10561  (Mr.  Edwards), 
1086 

Military    Training,    Compulsory,  against 

(Mr.  Storrer),  474; 
Monetary  system,  for  appomtment  of  a 

Committee  of   inquiry   (Mr,  Mauger), 

»>385 

Ptiblic  Service  :  from  members  of  Public 
Service,  Western  Australia,  praying  for 
preservation  of  rights  (Mr.  Mahon), 
984a 

Rebate  of  duty  on  a  portable  engine, 
asking  for  (Mr.  TiUey  Brown),  6591 

Secret  Drugs,  against  circulation  of  report 
on,  4308 

Tariff,  for  increased  duties  on  anowroot 

and  cornflour,  1180;  for  removing  duties 
from  food  and  clothing  (Mr.  Joseph 
Cook),  3789;  af^inst  the  Tariff  and  the 
duty  on  wire-netting  (Sir  William  Lyne), 
3408,  (Mr.  Spence),  3732 ;  against  the 
Tariff  (Mr.  Hall),  3508 ;  against  dutieson 
pianos,  &c.  (Mr,  Sinclair),  3619;  against 
the  Tariff  (Mr.  Johnson),  3619,  (Mr. 
Mahon),  3620;  against  increasing  duties 
on  necessaries  of  poorer  classes  (Mr. 
Joseph  Cook),  3971,  4517,  (Sir  William 
Lyne),  3071 ;  for  duties  on  timber  (Mr. 
McWilHams),  4085 ;  against  the  Tariff 
(Mr.  Foster),  4085;  against  duties  on 
pianos  (Colonel  Foxton),  4278,  4411, 
(Mr.  Edwards),  4278.  (Mr.  Page),  4517, 
(Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Watkins),  <4q6, 
(Mr.  Poynton),  5600,  (Mr.  Knox),  6725 ; 
against  a  higher  duly  on  pianos  than 
that  levied  under  the  Tariff. 
*Mr.  Maloney),  681 1;  against  the  Tariff 


Petitions — eoritinued. 

(Mr.  Dugald  Thomson  and  Mr.  McDon- 
ald), 430S,  (Mr.  Keid),  520S;  as  to  duties 
on  confectionery  (Mr.  Fatrbaim),  44SO, 
(Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  Sir  Philip  Fysh,  and 
Colonel  Foxton),  441 1;  for  relief  from 
duties  pressing   00   primary  indastries 
(Mr.  Webster),  4517;  suggesting*  maxi- 
mum duty  on  confectionery  (Mr.  Mabon), 
4646,    (Mr.   O'Malley  and    Mr.  Coonl. 
4842;  to  reduce  duties  on  agricultural 
implements  and  mining  machinery  (Mr. 
Glynn),  4646;  for  a  duty  of  35  per  cent, 
on  boots  and  shoes  (Mr.  C^n),  484^; 
for  reduction  of  duties  on  agitcalturnl 
and  mining  machinery  (Mr.  Povnton), 
4955,  5129,  6523,  6673  (Mr.  Livingstooi. 
49^5 ;  for  retaining  duties  on  confection- 
ery (Mr,  Coon),  4955;  against  taxation 
of  magaiines  (Sir  Philip  Fysh),  5208; 
against  high  duties  (Mr.  Henry  Willis), 
5415  >  agaiiut  the  duty  on  fidiing  nets 
and  cork  floats  (Mr.  John  Thomson), 
5519,  6023,  6129,  6227,  (Mr.  Liddell, 
Mr.    Watson,    Mr.    Fuller,    and  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook),  5782,  [Mr.  Ewing).  5801; 
against  incre-^ised  d'lties  on  phonographs, 
gramaphones,  records,  &c.  (Mr.  Mabaa), 
;;Soi ;  for  incrca<;e  of  duties  on  paruoU 
and  umbrellas  fMr.  Coon  and  Mr.  Carr), 
6023;  for  redaction  of  duties  on  farm 
requisites  (Mr.  Poynton  and  Mr.  Hut- 
chison], A120 ;  far  reduction  of  duty  on 
chairs    (Mr.    M.tloney),  7025 ;    for  re- 
moval of  duty  on  cinematograph  films, 
7248 ;  for  an  increased  duty  on  harvest- 
ers (Mr.  Chapman),  9387;  for  retaining 
the  duty  on  electrical  appliances  (Mr. 
Tudor),' 10700 ;  for  the  re-imposition  of 
duties    on    wire    netting    (Mr.  l"o<Hi). 
10874 ;  against  the  amendment  requested 
by  the  Senate  in  item  3<;3B,  kid  aad 
patent  and  enamelled  leather  (Mr.  Wat- 
son),  1 1050 


POSTMASTBR-OBlkBRAI.. 

Actions  against  the  Goveknuent. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  ac- 
tiOKS  by  dismissed  officers,  7568 

Adhinistsation. 

Senale  : 
Balance  Sheet,  suffly,  10270 
Centraliiation,  supply.  6310,  8917 
Efficiency     of     Administration,  stpt-y- 

Sqoo-i,  8904,  8gi8,  8919,  9001-6,  114S2-9, 

11609-1  r  f 
Facilities,   country,    supply.    8901,  9002; 

adj.,  9521-36;  0bs.,  11637-70 
Mauger,  Mr.,  Postmaster-General,  speech 

regarding   Maitland  coal   miners,  adj-, 

8354-64 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chat3w.-iy  as  to  reduction  ot 
Estimates,  7976 

Senator  Millen  as  to  speech  made  by 
Postmaster-General,  and  refusal  of 
funds  to  Postmaster-Generai  by  Trea- 
surer, 7795 
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VosTitASTlR-Gl.sZRAL--confinued. 
Admisistration — continued. 
Questions  by — ■ 

Senator  Needham  as  to  charging  for 
stores  destroved  in  Melbourne  fire. 
8423  ' 
Senator  Neild  as  to  disagreement  be- 
tween Postmaster-General  and  Trea- 
surer, 7025 
'Senator  Nefld  as  to  speech  by  Post- 
master-General regarding  Maitland 
miners.  8103.  8229,  8309,  8507,  867a 

Rouse  of  Refresentaiives : 

Assistant  Secretary,  iuft^y,  10225, 
„  "233-4-5.6,  10351 

iBalance  Sheet,  supply,  10139-40,  10186 
Centralization,     address,     ibj ;  Budget, 

3663;  supply,  10143,  10146,  10149,  10154, 

loa^,  ,10339 
Commissioners,  Departmental  management 

hy,  m.s.o.,  11649-52 
Correspondence,  delay  in  answering,  adj., 

3360;  supply.  10247 
Deputy      Postmaster-General,  Victoria, 

4849.   4850,   4853.  4854. 
4858,  4865,  579r,  11299 

Deputy      Postmasters-General,  supply, 

10143-5,  10238,  10430 
£fficiency  of  Administration,  address.  458; 

^fth^  3456-61,  3S09-S5*  8820-61,  10136- 

77)  IOC81-10350,    ro4c^-6i,  11267-1I300, 

Ii39t-ti403;  adj.,  11466 
f  acuities    for    inland    centres,  supply, 

884Q,  8852-3,  9967,  10162 
Inspectors,  New  South  Wales,  supply,  5793 
Inspectors'  Districts,  supply,  10343,  *0245i 

10249 

Newspaper  attacks,  supply,  ioi6r 
Political  Influence,  supply,  10137-8,  10169 
Postmasters-General,  addrfss,  458;  Budget, 

2817;  supply,  3333;  expl.,  6812 
Report,  Annual,  supply,  4S69,  5792 
Secretary  Central  A<iministration,  Budget, 

aSiS;    supply,    10176,    10324,  10336, 

10240,  102^0 
Sydney  Head  Office,  supply,  10341-2 
Questions  by — 

Wr.  J.  T.  Brown  as  to  Wangaratta  train 
service,  11154 

Mr,  Foster  as  to  comments  in  Review  of 
Reviews,  115^2 

Mr.  Kelly   as  to  administration  of  Mr. 

-   Chanmiin,  1516 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  speech  by  Mr. 
Maugcr  re  Maitland  coal  miners, 
8812  ;  by  Mr.  Walkins,  8813 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  Secretary  of  Depart- 
ment, 10600 

Mr.  .Livingston  .is  to  centralizing  tele- 
phone administration,  7296 

Mr,  Page  as  to  administration  by  Com- 
missfoners.  1 1385 ;  by  Mr.  Henry 
Willis,  11534 

Mr.  Palmer  as  to  Curtailment  of  country 
facilities,  qioo 

Mr.  ReiiJ  as  to  speech  bv  Ittr.  Maugerr; 
children  of  East  friydncv,  8818 

Mr.  B.  Smith  as  to  provision  of  ade- 
quatc  Tunds,  12154-5 

>Ir.  O'Malley  as  to  whether  Acting 
Prime  Minister  had  lectured  the  Post- 
master-General, 1056 


VQsnuststi'GmaM.— continued. 
Administration — eomtinued. 
Questions  by—  » 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  opinions  on  policy 

by  Secretary  of  Department,  909a 
Mr.  Thomas  as  to  whether  Mr.  Chapman 
intended    to   resign   portfolio   of,  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Mauger,  158 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  reports  on  Sydney 
administration,  q88 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  complaints  re  ad- 
ministration, 8^36 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  lack  of  funds,  8936* 
8938 

Mr.  H.  Willis  as  to  delay  in  answering 
letters  to  Department,  7300 

[.S*;;  COHMITTEE  OR  COUUISSION  OF  IN- 

Qtnsr.] 

Advertiseiients,  Newspaper. 
House  of  Representatives : 
Question  by — 
lifr.  Salmon  as  to  objectionable,  3269 

Cables. 
Senate  : 

Eastern  Extension  Company,  supply,  195a, 
1954.  10389 

Tasmanian  Cable,  supply,  1S40,  I95i( 
1952,  3804,  4049,  6321 ;  4470 

Questions  by  Senator  Pearce  as  to  Tas- 
manian Cable,  1565,  1815;  Senator  Dob- 
son,  2179,  2406,  5559,  7623;  Senator 
Macfarlane,  11467 

House  of  Representatives: 

Eastern  Extension  CQmpany,  tuffly^ 
i2i8i-6 

Tasmanian  line.  Budget,  1635,  ^604;  suf^ 
^y,  12180-6,  12188,  12190 

Questions  by- 
Mr.    Batchelor    as   to   messages  sent 
"  vi4  Eastern/*  13153 

Mr.  Carr  as  to  Eastern  Extension  Com- 
pany, 10788,  10967,  11931 

Mr.  Fairbairn  as  to  use  of  cable  codes, 
9842 

Mr.*  Knos  as  to  press  messages,  12153 
Mr.  Knox  as  to  cable  code,  13154 
Mr.  Mahoo   as  to  Pacific  Cable,  4086; 

Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  12153 
Mr.  O'Malley   as  to  Tasmanian  Cable, 

6811,  8939;  Mr.  Slorrer,  11526;  Mr. 

Batchelor,   11707;  Sir  John  Forrest, 

I 1707,  12153 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  catle  route,  tirf 
King  Island,  10963 

[See  Telegraphy,  Wireless.] 

Clocks,  Post  Office  : 
House  of  Representatives: 
Provision  for,  supply, 
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Posticaster-Genekal — eontinued. 

COWUIIBE  OR  CplUOSSION  OF  iHOUniT. 

SeiuUe  : 

Appointment  of,  suffly,  8901,  8905,  8918, 

8930,  9001-6;  adj.,  9521-36 
Cabinet  Committee,  suffly,  10367 

Questions  by — ■ 
Senator  Chatawsy  as  to  request  of  Post 
and  Telegraph  Associfltions    for  ap- 
pointment of   a   Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  7704 

Senator     Sayers     as    to  appointment 

of    Royal    Commission,  9136,  9633; 

Senator  Milieu,  91371  9632,  9735 ; 
Senator  Vardon,  ir5So 

Senator  Sayers  as  to  inquiries  of  Cabinet 
Committee  in  Queensland,  11320 

House  of  Refresenlatives : 

Appointment  of^  adj.,  7457;  m.  and  f.o., 
8817;  suffly,  8861,  10401-10461,  10464- 
83,  I 1386,  11398 

Cabinet  Committee,  suffly,  10146,  10150, 
I0155-6,   10181-4,   10199,   10303,  10340, 


Postuastek-Genexal— f(rM//nii«(<. 
Contracts. 
Senate: 

Teadera  for  material  "duty  paid,"  mf* 
fiy,  9006 

Tenders   for  supply  of  cables,  suffly, 

8934 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Mulcahy    as  to   contract  for 

supply  of  wire,  8868 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  clothing  contract^ 
754*.  757» 
House  of  Refresentalives: 
"Sweating,"  suffly,  4852 
Tenders    for   services,   ttf^yt  10x7^-^ 

"39»»  "399 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown   as  to  payment  to 

contractors,  6025 
Mr.   Livingston    as  to    Tender  Board, 

South  Ausfialia,  6738 
Mr.  Sinclair    as  to  tenders    for  insu* 

latora,  tii8i 

EucnoNs. 


10344,  10245,  10247,  10401-61,  10464-83,  Senate 
11397;  adj.,  114GG 


Cabinet  Committee's  Report,  m.s.o.,  11637- 
670 

Questions  by —  , 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  notice  of  motion, 
8817;  Mr.  Willis,  8817 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  appointment  of  Select 
Committee,  7458,  7459 ;  as  to  Cabinet 
Committee,  9477,  9764 ;  as  to  need 
of  more  searching  inquiry,  10879;  Sir 
Jolm  Quick,  9477 ;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
9843;  Mr.  Crouch,  9844;  Mr.  Henry 
Willis,  10078,  1 1096;  Mr.  Reid,  10177 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee's Report,  11524;  by  Mr.  Hutchi- 
son, 1 1535 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts  as  to  Royal  Com- 
mission, 13043 ;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook, 
13153 

COUPENSATION. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Neild  as  to  payment 
of,  10919 

House  of  Refresentat'^'es- 

Fireman  Swanwick,  compensation  to  rela- 
tives of,  suffly,  11401 
Loss   re    undelivered    telegram,   suffly  y 

Payment  of,  suffly,  4852,  10153 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Webster    as   to   compensation  to 
Mrs.  Clarke,  3423,  7463,  8938 

Mr.  Webster   as   to   Mrs.    M.  H.  J. 
McDonnell,  3633 

[See  0-1  icKHs  CoMPExs\TiOM  Bill,  under 

"  BlLLS."l 


Nomination  Paper,  delayed,  suffly^ 
10392,  10398 

Question  by  Senator  Givens  as  to  de- 
layed nomination  paper  at  Bowen,  9735 
Haute  of  Refresentatives: 

Motion  for  a  report  from  postal  officer* 
acting  as  returning  o£Bcers,  proposed, 
amended,  and  withdrawn,  698-718 

Stamping  of  postal  votes,  suf^y.  3898, 
3901,  2902,  2903 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamford    as  to  non-delivery  of  » 
nomination    paper    by     officials  at 
Bowen,  9193 
Mr.  McDonald   as  to  stamping  postal 
votes,  1866 

EXPENDnXRE. 

Senate:  * 
Allocation  of,  suffly,  1953 
Balance-sheet,  need   for,  suffly,  890a 
Details  of,  iuf[t\    i8o).  3814 
Estimates  of,  suf-ply.  ?7q()>  3Qi3 
Increase  of,  suffly^  Sqoo,  10264-6 

Questions  by — 
Senator   Millen     as   to   reduction  of 
Hstiniates,   7795;   Senator  Chatawaj, 
7976 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 
Estimates,    reduction    of,    exfl.,  11625, 
11704-7 

Increase  of.  Budge/,  1634-6,  2460,  350J, 

afigS,  2973.  3"8i   suffly,  9063,  9965. 

10141,   10184-8,   10190-1,   11366,  11370, 

11374,  11388,  11397 
Revenue  producing  character  of,  w.,  7504 
South     Australian     expenditure,  suffly, 

"393 

Treasurer's    advnnce    expenditure  from, 

suffly,  8821 
Works,  New,  Expenditure  on,  fA^..  7502-8 
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PostkasteB'Genekal — continued. 
ExmiDnvax—contimuei. 
Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Forrest  at  to  reductton  of 
Estimates,  11534-5,  I1625;  by  Mr. 
Glynn,  11626 

Mr.  Irvine  as  to  increase  of,  19151 

HOOBS  OP  WOIK  AND  HOUDATi. 
Senatt  : 

Closing  time  of  offices,  sufply,  6^36 
Complaints  of  officers,  luffly,  1845 
Letter   carriers  and   clearers,   hoars  ofj 

supfly,  1845.  1855 
Niebt  work,  suffly,  tS^.^ 
TeHegraphists,    hours   of    work,  tuffiy, 

1845,  10391 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway    as  to  office  hours, 

Toowoomba,  5082 
Sieaator  Findley    as  to  Sunday  work  cf 

telegraphists,  8S64 
Senator  Neild   as  to  night  staff,  Sydney, 
379S;  as  to   early  closing   of  offices, 
5979,  6409;  Senator  Walker,  6409 
Senator  Pearce    as  to  overtime  of  tele- 
graphists, 7754,  7791.;  Senator  Guthrie, 
7792;  Senator  Symbo,  7793;  Senator 
Stewart,  9536 
Senator  Pearce  as  to  hours  of  duty  of 

country  postmasters,  Itatq 
Senator  W.  Russell  as  to  office  hours  at 
Gawler,  5082,  7569 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Atcumul^ilion  of  overtime,  Budget,  2271, 

3817,  3292;  supply,  4864;  7504 
Closing  time  of  offices,  suffly,  5703,  5705, 

Holiday   coucessions   to   inland  officers, 

suffly,  10153,  10175 
Hours  worked,  suffly,  ior66 
Overtime,  Payment   for,  suffly,   1041 1 
Saint   Patrick's    Day    holiday,  suffly, 

1015S 

Sunday  work,  suffly,  4859,  5792,  10248, 
1 1392 

Sweatin;;  in  Cairns  office,  suffly,  5004 
Sweating  in  Sydney  General  Post  Office, 
Budget^  2663;  adj.,  6231;  sufply,  6283, 
6324;        7504,  7506 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden    as  to   hours   worked,  by 

linemen  of   Mount  Victoria  district, 

9299,  9479 
Mr.    Johnson     as    to    broken  shifts, 

Sydney  office.  68g6 
Mr.  Johnson   as  to  payment  for  Sunday 

work,    10134,    1 1016 ;     Mr.  Thomas 

Brown,  ii;^,  12155 
Mr.  Maloney    as  to  Saturday  afternoon 

work  at   General   Post    Office,  Mel- 
bourne, 8935 
Mr.  O'Malley   as  to  sweating  at  Zeehan 

office,  7025 
Mr.     Page    as    to    Deniliquin  office, 

2704;  Mr.  Chanter,  2795,  3733 
Mr.  Page    as  to  hours  of  Queensland 

telegraphists,  9300,  9474 


JSTHASTXK-GeNEKAL— £Ofl/inM«^. 

Hours  of  Work  and  Holidays — continued. 
Questi(»is  by — 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  hours,  &c.,  Laun- 
ceston,  5338 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  overtime  in  Victoria, 
2313;  Mr.  Maloney,  2688 

Mr.  Willis    as  to  overtime    in  Sydney 

•  office,  3651;  Mt.  Johnson,  5416,  5692; 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  6431,  7117;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Catts,  6S14;  Mr.  Chanter,  10310 

Mr.  WHks  as  to  holidays  on  St.  Pat- 
rick's Day,  9093 

Mr.  Webster   as  to  orertime   in  New 

South  Wales,  38S3.  3854.  3fi73.  4640. 
7417,  8937;  Mr.  Johnson,  7171 

Mr.  WelMter  as  to  extension  of  statu- 
tory dav's  work,  8937 

[See  Post  and  Telbckaph  OfHCES; 
Letter  Cakbiers  and  Cte^kebs;  and 
Messenoebs,  TEUtGBAra.] 

iMCSBinENTS  : 

"House  of  Rei^fsentaiivet: 

Questions  bv — 

Mr.  J.  H  Catts  as  to  payment  of  be- 
fore Christmas,  7464 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  increments  of  elec- 
triral  and  mechan'cal  branch  officers, 
2704 

Mr.  O'Malli-y  as  to  inrrcments  to  tele- 
phone attendants,  10177 

iNStnUNCE. 

House  oj  Refreseniativrs : 

QuestioD  by  Mr.  Fowler  as  to  insurance 
of  property,  68^ 

Letter  and  Pilub  Boxes. 
Senate : 

Clearance  times  on,  sufply,  8913 
Mitcham,  suffly,  3914 

Sydney  Railway  Station,  suffly,  4046 ; 
exfl.,  4143 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Wanstead,  suffly,  10247 
Question  by  Mr,  Fuller  as  to  tetter-box 
at  Wollongong,  12041-3 

LCTTE*  CaBBIEBS  AND  CLEABEBS 
Senate : 

Boys,  employment  of,  suffly,  itt^,  1846 
Hours  of  Work,  suffly,  1845,  1855 
Letter  Carrier,  Geraldton,  suffly,  7549 
"Sweating,"  suffly,  4852,  7549 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Findley  as  to  employment  of 
boys,  1470;  Senator  Stewut,  1232, 
3*33 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  staff  in  Queens- 
land, 1233,  1470;  as  to  letter  carriers 
acting  as  sorters,  10369,  11384 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Boys,  employment  of,  suffly,  8834 
Salaries,  suffly,  8851 

Motion  by  Mr.  Kelly  for  return  as  to 
letter  carriers  in  Wverley  Postal  Dis- 
trict, agrf^t(^S(ib^4sfOOgle 


cc 
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Postuaster-Genebal — coniinued. 

Letter  Carriers  and  Clearers — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.   Batchelor    as  to  South  Australian 

letter  carriers  and  drivers,  9846 
Mr.  Fowler   as  to  temporary  letter  car- 

riers,  Western  Australia,  6676 
Mr.  Hughes   as  to  sweating,  3973 
Mr.  Tudor   as  to  employment  of  boys, 

504,  1181,  141a;  Mr.  Webster,  3854 

Letters,  &c.,  Collection  and  Delivery. 
Senate: 

Delays  in  delivery,  ad'h,  1055 ;  supply, 
7546,;  M.,  8156;  supply,  8yoo.  891a, 
10 1 73 

Facilities  at    Moora,  Western  Australia, 

adj.,  4924 
Letter  Boxes,  supply,  4046 
Non-delivery  of,  sup^y^  11489 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild    as  to  delav  in  delivering 

Sydney  letters,  10253 
Senator   Stewart   as  to   delay   in  de- 
livery of  oewsp&pCis,  7895,  7936 

House  of  RefresentiUives: 

Delays  in  deliverv,  3360,  3362 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  clearance  of  letter- 
boxes by  motor  car,  9477,  10753 ; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  (1477,  9842 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  late  iee  box,  Sydney 
Central  Railway  Station,  10653,  10752 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  delays,  3793;  Sir  John 
Forrest,  9843 

Sir  John^  Quick  as  to  loss  of  letters 
containing  cheques  and  postal  notes, 
9475.  9766 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  delivery  of  Tnsmanian  ' 
letters  at  Parliament  House,  6673 
[See  "Elections,"  "Mails."  and  "Prohibi- 
tion OF  Correspondence."] 

Hail  Bags. 

House  ef  Representatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Mathews  as  to  prison- 
made  bags,  3509 

Mail  Contact,  Eurofban. 
Senate  : 

Brisbane  a  port  of  call,  address,  387 
Cancellation  of  contract,  address,  13,  14, 

41,  S3,  61,  283,  373,  387,  394,  400,  4S0; 

m.,  3171 

Contract  with  Orient  Company,  obs.,  5978; 
6191-6217;  «.,  6089-92;  adj,,  6093; 

supply,  11489 
Cool  storage,  address,  480 
Guarantee,    Forfeiture    of,  supply,  rgsi, 

8923 

Tenders,  address,  481 
Union  l.ibour,  employment  of,  "i.,  4427 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway    as  to  makint;  Bris- 
bane a  port  of  call,  5560,  5978;  Sena- 
tor Stewart,  5746,  6060 
Senator    demons     as    to    names  of 
tenderers,  6294 


Postmaster -GevERAu — continued. 

Mail  Contract,  European — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Millen  as  to  new  contract,  5560, 
5746,  6060 ;  Senator  Dobson,  5746 ; 
Senator  Colonel  Neild,  5858,  7542; 
Senator  Needham,  7653 
Senator  Neild  as  to  tenders,  4363,  4462  ; 
Senator  Guthrie,  4363,  4463 ;  Sir 
Joslah  Symon,  4363 
Senator  Turley  as  to  Orient  Company's 

1906  tender,  6394,  6410 
Senator  Turley    as  to  late  deliveries  by 

Orient  Company,  6297,  6408 
Senator  Walker  as  to  forfeiture  of 
guarantee,  349,  649,  3558 ;  Senator 
Millen,  349;  Senator  Neild,  349,  1131, 
4463,  4706,  4895,  7543,  8330,  867^; 
Senator  Guthrie,  349,  4463;  Senator 
Macfarlane,  931,  2513,  3743,  7q26; 
Senator  Symon,  4363 ;  Senator  Mul- 
cahy,  8672,  8868;  Senator  St.  Ledger* 
1 1220 

House  of  Representatives: 

"All  Red"  Route,  address,  93 
Brisbane,  Port  of  Call,  address,  338,  348; 
adj.,    245,   346 ;   adj.,    6504 ;  supply, 
10349 

Guarantee.  Forfeiture  of,  tuffly,  1785, 
1869;  Budget.  2663;  supply,  2894,  agoo, 
2903 

Cancellation  of  Contract,  address,  26,  88, 
118,  196,  211,  225,  322,  346,  348; 
Budget,  1634,  2818 
Cool  Storage  on  Steamers,  adj.,  243,  235, 
246;  address,  349;  adj.,  591-606;  Budget, 
1034 

Contract  with  Orient  Company,  m., 
6118-28,  6389-6401,  6433-6438,  6440^503; 
amdt.,  re  Commonwealth  ownership  of 
fleet,  6389,  6432-6438,  6440-6498;  re  re- 
duction of  period  from  ten  years^  to 
seven,  6499}  re  Inclusion  of  provisions 
as  to  freieht  for  frozen  meat  and  fruit, 
6501 ;  re  docking  of  ships  in  Australia, 
6502 ;  re  omission  of  proviso  as  to  ves- 
sels calling  at  Hobart.  6^02;  re  pay- 
ment of  extra  subsidy  by  Queensland, 
6503;  that  the  motion  be  agreed  to> 
6503 

Poundage  system,  supply.  8841 
Tenders,    adj.,    192 ;    address,    3a6,  338, 

346;  adj.,  243,  2^5;  3573 
Union  labour,  employment  of,  m.,  2572 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden    as  to  new  contract,  5415, 
^690,  6096;  Mr.  Reid,  s<>o8;  Colonel 
"Foxton,  6033;  Mr.  Herlpes.  8817 
Mr.  Edwards   as  to  making  Bri^Mne  ft 

port  of  call,  5416,  S521,  5690 
Mr.  Frazcr  as  to  forfeiture  of  de- 
posit, 7Q,  404,  8S1 ;  Mr.  Edwajds,  103; 
Mr.  Johnson,  352,  r5i7,  9388 ;  Mr. 
GIvnn,  3^2,  404 ;  Mr.  Bruce  Smith, 
404,  462^;  Mr.  O'Malley,  404 ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Cook,  404,  2651,  7027 ;  Mr. 
Wilson,  881,  087;  Mr.  Frazer,  503, 
1087,  2313;  Mr.  Wilks,  2890,  aq^X 
Mr.  Knox,  4086 ;  Mr.  Reid,  437q. 
^785,  liooS.  6oqS;  Mr.  Thomas,  7027, 
1(1701.  10786;  Mr.  Fairbaim.  8816; 
Mr.    Bamford,    cv-ftfe;    Mr..  Bowde^ 
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*»OSTM.iSTIR-GEXMAI.— ftf«/inwftf. 

Mail  Comract,   Kuropean — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Hughes  to    labour  conditions, 

46-i3 

Mr.  riughes  as  to  speed  of  vessels, 
5497 

Mr.   JohosoD    as  to    penalties  under 

new  contract,  8o 
Mr.  Johnson    as  to  white   labour  coa- 

dit.uu  la  teuders,  397 
Mr.  Knox   as  to  speed  of  vessels,  6354 
Mr.  Kqox    as  to  interim  service,  6728 
Mr.   Mahon     as    to   contract  between 
Imperial  Government  and  P.  and  O- 
Compaoy.  3973 
Mr.  Malioa    as  to   day   and   port  of 

departure,  6129 
Mr.  Mahoa    as  to   revenue   from  ser- 
vice, 6239 

Mr.   O'Malley    as    to    shipping  ring 

and  mail  contract,  10785 
Mr.    Poynton    as    to   freights,  6132; 

Sir  Jomi  Forrest,  6738 
Sir  John  Quick    as   to   cool  storage 

on    steamers,    397,    408,    588;  Mr, 

Wynne.    589;    Mr.    Page,    590;  Mr. 

Knox,  C90 

Mr.  Reid  as  to  tenders  received,  4309, 
45'9>_4957;  Colonel  Foxton,  5337 

Mr.  Sinclair  as  to  pavment  ot  con- 
tractors, 5520 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  States  imports  and 
Federal  steamers,  988 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  calling  for  ten- 
ders, 80;  Mr.  Joseph  Cook,  589;  Mr. 
Wynne,  589 

Mr.  Thomas  as  to  Commonwealth  line 
of  steamers,  5801 ;  as  to  visit  of  At- 
torney-General to  England  in  con- 
nexion with  action  for  recovery  of 
guarantee  on  cancelled  mail  contract, 
10786 

Mr.   D.   Thomson    as  to  tenders  and 

deposits,  4633 
Mr.  D.  Thomson   as  to  contract  time, 

6239 

Mr.  Wilks   as  to  docking  of  steamers, 
*93.  5520 
\See  Hail  Steasiers.J 

Vails. 
SentUs  : 

F-xpenditiire  on,  luffly,  1954 

North  West  Coast,  suffiy,  10396,  10398 

Railway     Departments,     payments  to, 

suffiy,  8903 
Special   trains,   payment   for,  arf;.,  766, 

Vancnuver  service,  tuffly,  1858 
QuestioQs  by — 
Senator  Clemons   as  to  Tasmantao  mail 

contract,  745,  2845,  2941 
Senator  Macfarlane    as   to   delay  of 
Tasmanian  mailt,  131,  rry,  745,  2031, 
11301,  11473;  Senator  Clemons,  745, 
1815,    i^ao.    "301,    1 1473;  Senator 
Ftndley,  745 
Senator  Needham    as  to  use  of  motor 
cars,  4471,  8423 
'Senator  Sayeri  as  to  Queensland  mails, 
3031,  1 1987 


POSTUASTER-GENERAI.— ftfll//M»*rf. 

Mails — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  carting  at  Brii- 
baue,  168S 

Senator  Vardon    as  to  mails  on  west 
coast  of  South  Australia,  963a 
House  of  Refreseniativei: 
"All  Red"  route,  address,  93 
Carnage  of,  Molong,  tuffly,  9066 
Contract,  suffiy,  1,391.  ,,309 
Country   services,  extension  of ,  «.,  rwSi 

suffiy,  8852.3.  I0238,  113^  • 
Cost   of   services,  suffiy,   ,0198,  11397 
Ueakm  shire  services,  suffiy,  11398 
Dehvenr  after  6  p.m.,  suffiy,  5704.  5706 
Magnet  service,  suffiy,  naog 
Spencer's    Gulf    service,    suffiy,  8854, 

Tasmanian    Mails:     Coal    Strike,  adj., 

6504.  6523 
Quest  i(ais  by — 

Mr.  Archer  as  to  mail  steamer  Binsera 
10463  *  ' 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  risk  of  destruction 
of  mails  by  fire  on  railway  trains, 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  use  of  motor  cars. 
40S6,  10753   11536,  11791 

Mr.  Ihomas  Brown  as  to  Trundle  ser- 
vice, 441 1 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  railway  charges,  4200 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  Casino-Graf ton  wr- 
vice,  407 

Mr.   Mahon    as-  to   North-Weat  Coast 

service,  2690,  10784 
Mr    Mahon    as  to  PUbarxa  and  Port 

tledland  service,  2ra3 

Mr  Mahon  as  to  employment  of 
Asiatics,  9844  ' 

Mr.  McWilliams  as  to  delay  of  Tas- 
manian mails,  1973 

Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  Tasmanian  m.uh, 
2998,  7249,  10134,  10463;  Mr.  McWil- 
liams, 11419;  Sir  Philip  Fysh,  11701; 
Mr.  Atkmson,  11917 

Mr.  Sinclair  as  to  payment  of  con- 
tractors, 3313 

Mi.  Storrer  as  to  Tasmanian  winter 
service,  10874 

Mr.  John  Thomson  as  to  short  country 
services,  1595 

[See  Mail  Contkact,  EniopE*,N ; 
also  "  Pacific  Islakds,"  "  New 
Hebrides,"  and  "  Papca,'»  under 

KXTEKNAL  AFFADtS.] 

Mail  Stxamess. 
Senate : 

Commonwealth   Ownership,  address,  383 

395J         681,  aaii,  3838 
Contr.ict  time,  fines,  suffiy,  11621 
Questions  by — 

Senator  de  Largie  as  to  vessels  suit- 
able for  mail  and  defence  purposes, 
3179 

Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  winter  running 
of  Tasmanian  mail,  steamers,  iiior, 
"473J  %p!«B  t9fe@Ogl<e,  II 
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POSTMASTER-GENKR-U, — Continued. 

Mail  Steamers — conliHued, 

House  of  RefreseniaHves: 

Docking  of,  adj.,  iga 

Questioos  by — 
Mr,  Crouch    as  to  reduced  services  to 

Tasmania   and   New   Zealand,  6131 ; 

Mr.  Storrer,  6131 ;  Mr.  O'Malley,  6131 
Mr.  Crouch  as  to  paymeats  to  JapoBCM 

mail  steamer,  95S5 
Mr.    Thomas     as    to  Commonwealth 

ownership  of,  773,  iiStt  5801;  Mz. 

O'Malley,  10S9,  11Q16 
Mr.  Wilks  as  to  docking  of.  5520 

[See  Mail  Comtuct,  EusoPBiN.] 

liSSSINGSBS,  TlUSUPH. 
Senate: 

Exmmioationi  and  appointments,  >»., 
8555 

Question  by  Senator  Stewart  at  to  mea> 
senger  at  Cairns,  4363 

House  of  Refresentativet : 

Shoitage  of,  suffly,  5699 

Terms  of  Employment,  Budget,  3604 

Qnestiona  by — 

Mt.  Thomas  Brown  as'  to  retiring  age, 
883 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  delivery  of  letters  by, 
504,  ii8t,  1412 

Mr.  Tudor  as  to  late  hours  at  Parlia- 
ment House,  6S13 

\See  Hotnts*or  Wore  and  Houdats.] 
Meteokological  Obsebvahoks. 

Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Cbataway  as  to 
postine  of  weather  reports  in  Parlia- 
ment Hottse,  247 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Warning  light,  Sydney  General  Post 
Office,  in  connnion  with,  sufflyt  3895, 
2904,  9880 

Question  by  Mr.  Wilks,  as  to  warning  light 
at  Sydney  General  Post  Office,  ^Iqo 

[See  HouE   Affaiss,  "  Meteobocogku: 

BORBAU."j 

UOKBT  ObISBS,  etc 
Senate : 

Interest  on  advance,  supply,  11630 
Telegraphic,  supply,  4154 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie  as  to  tele- 
graphic orders,  5979 

House  of  Refreseniatnes  : 
Sydney  office,  sufpty,  10414 
Interest  on  advance,  supply,  11391 
Questions  Gy — 

Sir  John  Forrest    as  to  postal  orders 

and  postal  notes,  11917 
Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  Linda  office,  6416 

Mr.  Stotrer  as  to  telegraphic  money 
orders,  Maagana,  3173 


POSnuSTEK-GENEKAL— f  011/lfUr.  a. 

Offices. 
Senate  : 

Asiiociations,  supply,  8905 

Civic  Positions,  occupancy  of,  by  officcn, 

adj.,  8418;  supply,  10390 
Defalcations,  supply,   i  i6ao 
Furlough,  supply,  10390 
Increase  of  officers,  supply,  8905,  8909 
Inquiries  addressed  to  Senators,  supply, 

1851,  i860,  1864 
Grievances  of,  supply,  8906 
Living  allowances,  supply,  10391 
Offences  committed  by,  supply,  10389 
PiODiotions,  obs.,  7S48 
Sorters,  Queensland,  supply,  1848,  1861 
**  Sweating "    in    Sydney    General  PoA 

Office,  supply,  63c*,  6334 
Telegraphists,     appointments     and  piW- 

motions,  supply,  890S-9 
Questions  by — 

Senator    Chataway     as    to  sustenance 

allowances,  8483 
Senator  Chataway   as  to  Committee  of 

Inquiry  into  grievances,  7704 
Senator  demons    as  to  Mrs.  Unrray,- 

postmistress,  Springfield,  6407 
Senator  Dobson    as  to  classification  of 
officers  in  Tasmanian  Postal  Servire, 
8698 

Senator  Findlcy  as  to  Sunday  work  of 
telegraphists,  S864,  8863;  Senator 
Pearce,  8865 

Senator  Gray  as  to  charges  against 
officers,  6296 

Senator  Henderson  as  to  Cue  post- 
master, 6206 

Senator  Lynch  as  to  supply  of  medicine 
chests  to  isolated  officers,  9536 

Senator  Mulcahy  as  to  promotion  of 
Mr.  E.  A.  Blakney,  83641  8867; 
Senator  Dobson,  8365,  9742 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  overtime  of  tele- 
graphists, 7754,  7791 ;  Senator  Guthrie, 
77Qa ;  Senator  Symon,  7792 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  compulsory  retire- 
ment of  officer  from  local  governing 
body,  7926,  7977.  8=54.  <»3g 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  return  fe  anm- 
ber  of  telegraphists,  8432,  8864 

Senator  Pearce  as  to  salaries  01  asus- 
tant  telegraphists,  8079 

Senator  St.  Ledger  as  to  inquiry  re 
suspension  of  an  officer.  6206 

Senator  St.  ledger  as  to  actions  brought 
by  officers,  6296 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  shortage  of  tele- 
graph officers  and  overtime,  989r 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  employment  of 
lads  as  sorters,  11 471 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  letter  carriets 
acting  as  sorters,  X0369.  ti.^ 

Souse  of  Representatives: 

Appointments,  supply,  9567,  10148 
Associations,  supply,  4864,  8S60 
Blakney,  Mr.  E.  A.,  promoticm  of,  smp- 

ply,  ior54 
Civic  Positions,  occupancy  of.  by  oCccis, 

supply,  1015a,  10174 
Classification    of    telegraphists,  supply, 

ii3*M 

Daysdale  Po^^^^^Qo(^^ 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  5,  190S. 


ccHi 


fosmAsm-GvoKU^—femtinued. 
OfficUla— Tfffift'fHM^. 

Employment  of  additional  hands,  tufplyt 

5703;  €xft..  5910;  suffty,  9967 
Fidelity  guarantees,  svfffy,  10413-5 
Furlough,  tuf^y,  10413 
Grtevaoces    off   Budget,    3293 ;  tuf^fiy, 

8832 

Horse  allowance,  suffty,  11284 
Increase  of,  suffly.   8831,  8831,  8S34; 

Stiffly,     10143,     10193,     I0300,  10336, 

11295 

Living  Allowances,  suffly,  9781,  10151-2, 

10228,  11283,  11393 
Militarr    Training,    leave    for,  suffly, 

lotetf 

Number  and  remtmerati<m  of,  m.,  9954 
Postmasters,  overwork,  suffly,  5697 
Postmasters,  salaries,  tuffly,  5700,  11394 
Promotions,  suffly,  10165,  10170,  10333, 

10236,  11371 
Quarters,  Postmasters,  suffly,  3518 
Relieving  Staff,  suffly^  10415 
Retiring  Age,  suffly.' loiyS,  10324,  10337, 

10241,  10346,  10348,  11399 
Retiring  Allowance,   suffly,  4860,  4863, 

4864,  I 0163 
Rewards  for  suggestions.  Budget,  3203 
Salaries,  suffly,  5700.  8822,  8838,  8851, 

10165,  11394;  ^34 
Sorters,  suffly,  4864 
"Sweating,"  suffly,  7549,  7553,  9967 
Telephone    attendants,    examination  of. 

Budget,  2936;  suffly,  3549  . 
Temporary  employ^,  Budget,  3817 ;  suf- 

^/r-  4866;  m.,  7504,  9954  J  suffly,  8834. 

8838-40,     9<)68,     10142,     roi6o,  10193, 
loaot,     10409,  .   10417,     11391,  11396, 
1 1400,  1 1402 
Transfers,  suffly.  4870,  57()i,  5796 
•QAcstioDs  by — 

Mr,  Archer  as  to  retirement  of  an 
ofTicer,  88 

Mr.  Bimford  as  to  promotions,  5240; 
Mr   Thomas  Brown,  4684,  5804 

Mr.   Bnmford    as  to  living  allowance. 

North  Queensland,  9009 
Mr.   Batchelor.    as  to  classification  of 

South   Australian    postmasters,  2566, 

3890 

Mr.  Bam  ford  as  to  non-deliverv  of 
electoral  nomination  paper  by  officers 
at  Bowen,  9193 

Mr.  Bowdeo  as  to  rewarding  ofiBcials 
regarding  fire  at  Murwilluml>ah,  3420 

Mr,  Bowden  as  to  appoinlmenf  of  sixth 
inspector  for  New  South  Wales,  9193 

Mr.  Bowden  as  to  postmasters  at  semi- 
official offices,  9193  0 

Mr.  T.  Brown  as  to  suspension  of  Mr. 
Bruce  Hart,  2703 ;  as  to  promotions  of 
telegraphists,  5804 

Mr.  ].  H.  Catts  as  to  examination  of 
sorters,  11526,  11708 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  leave  for  officials 
who  are  military  officers,  9481,  10079, 
10131 ;  Mr.  Page,  10079 

Mr.  Coon  as  to  instrument  fitters,  11158, 
11182 

Mr.  ('roucb   as  to  furlough,  9479 
Mr.  Fairbairn    as  to  dismissed  line  re* 
nairers,  12153;  Mr.  Kelly,  laija 


Fostuaster-Ge.'ieral — eontiuued. 
OtS.c\aX%--eontinued. 
Questions  by — 
Colonel   Foxton    as  to   allowances  to 

Railway  Sution-masters,  Queensland, 

9954.  101 36 
Mr.    Hutchison    as   to   recognition  of 

officials  of  associations,  8935,  9953 
Mr.    Hutchison     as    to  examinations, 

12151 ;  Mr.  Tudor,  12152 
Mr.  Johnson  as  to  type-writing  machines 

for  telegraphists,  5520,  5911 
Mr.  Liddell   as  to  employment  of  ad- 
ditional hands,  5803 
Mr.  Mahon  as  to  postmaster,  Cue,  6406 
Mr.  Maloney    as  to  advertisement  for 

telegraphist  at  country  contract  office, 

9193 ;  as  to  register  of  applicants  for 

employment,  10081 
Mr.  McDougall   as  to  Dumber  and  ages 

of  officers,  5130,  5693 
Mr.  McWilliams    as  to  promotion  of 
Mr.    Blakney,    Post    Onice,  Hojarl, 

8818;  Mr.  Storrer,  9476 
Mr.  O'Mallev    as  to  staff,  hours,  and 

climatic  allowance,  Zeehui  dfice,  7025 

Mr.  O'Malley    as  to  pronkotions,  Tas- 

manii^,  7028 

Mr.  O '  M  al  ]  ey  as  to  telephone  atten- 
dants, 10177 

Mr.  Page  as  to  working  hours,  grade, 
and  duticsof  Queensland  telegraphists, 
9300.  9474 

Mr.  Poynton  as  to  position  of  trans- 
ferred officers,  10653,  11919 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  hours  and  wages  of 
officers  at  Lauocestoa,  5328 

Mr.  D.  Thomson  as  to  views  of  Secre- 
tary of  Department  on  new  appoint- 
ments, 9093 

Mr.  J.  Thomson   as  to  classification  of 

officers,    10875  •    ^i'-    Henry  Willis, 

11260;  Mr.  Palmer,  11708 
Mr.  Tudor  as  to  promotions,  4843 
Mr.  Webster  .is  to  amendment  of  Public 

Service  Act,  3854 
Mr.  Webster    as  to  additional  officers 

in  New  South  -Wales,  4649,  8937 ;  Mr. 

Johnson,  4843;  Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  6968, 

7117,  10080,  10135 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  temporary  employes, 

6814,  8936,  8q37,  9474;   Mr.   J.  H. 

Catts,  6968,  7117,  11181 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  "sweating,"  8936 
Mr.  Willis  as  charwoman,  Melbourne 

General  Post  Office,  2235 
[See  Letter  CAJwinis  and  Messen- 
gers, TeuBGRAPHj  also  Public  Sex- 
vice  under  "  Hoitt  Affaibs."] 

Parcels  Post. 
House  of  RefreseniaHves: 
Sydnev  Mails  and  Parcels  Branch,  suf- 

#^y.'8843.  10413-4 

Questions  by — ■ 

Mr.  Storrer    ns  to  Melbourne  and  Syd- 
nev parcels  offices,  7^*7 
Mr.  Tuflor   as  to  delivery  of  parcels  by 


Index  to  Subjects, 


Postuasisb-General — eeniinuei. 
POSTAGE,  Penny. 
Senate  : 

Proposals  of  Government,  address,  290 
Question  by  Senator   St.    Ledger   as  to 
effect  on  revenue,  1333 

House  of  Refresenlatives  : 

Proposals  of  Government,  address,  224; 
Budget,  2270,  2973;  obs.,  8934;  supfiy, 
10173 

Revenue  estimate,  Budget,  1633 
Qnestton  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine  as  to  pro- 
vision for,  13151 

Postal  Rates. 

Senate : 

Newspaper  rates,  supply,  8913 
Questions  by — 
Senator    Findley     as    to    postage  of 

Economist  newspaper,  1688 
Senator    Stewart   as   to   Postal  Rates 
Bill,  4036 
House  of  Refresenlatives : 

Packet  Rates,  suffly.  5695.  570+  „  . 
Radius   for    Penny    Kates,    New  South 

Wales,  supply.  i<«47»  »o249 
Surcharges,  sufpiy.  10174 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Baichelor  as  to  South  Australian 

Rales,  882 ;  Mr.  Hutchison,  882 
Mr.   Crouch    as   to   Victorian  Inland 

Rates,  88a 
Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  newspaper  postage. 

Elder's  Weekly  Review,  7026 
Mr.  Sinclair   as  to  Postal  Rates  Bill, 

10534 

Post  and  TsLEGiurB  Offices. 

Senate : 

Brisbane,  supply,  4048 

Closing  time  of  offices,  supply,  6326 

Contract  Offices,  supply,  8912 

Extension  of,  supply,  3914 

Port  Pirie,  supply,  4048 

Sites  for,  supply,  4047-8 

Sydney  office,  Insufficiency  of  staff,  tuf- 

ply,  6308,  6324 
Uadermanaing  of,  supply,  139,  1844,  1847, 

1853,  1861,  6336.  7547,  7553.  8904 
Questions  by — 
Senator    demons     as    to  Launceston 

office,  7848,  8029,  9735*  "«»3 
Senator  Fiadley    as  to  boy  labour  at 

Shepparton,  1470 
Senator  Findley    as  to  East  Brighton 

office,  8616,  8697 
Senator    Guthrie     as    to    facilities  at 
Port   Pirie,   39,   13a.   S'T^i  Senator 
O'Loghlin,  744;   Senator  McGregor, 
8700 

Senator  HenJerson  as  to  Cue  office, 
6296 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  extension  at 
ooter  Harbor,  Port  Adelaide,  7076 

Senator  McGregor  as  to  semi-oBirial 
office,  at  Moonta  Mines,  8154,  82S6 

Senator  Needham  as  to  Moora  office, 
S«78 


POSTUASTER-GSNEBAL— £'0fl/(litff(^. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Offices— r0HA'fW«<f. 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Neild    as  to  early  closing  of 
offices,  5979,  6409;  Senator  Walker*. 
6409 

Senator  Story    as  to  Stockwell  office^ 
10252 

Senator  \V.   Russell    as  to  office  hours 

at  Gawler,  5082,  7569 
Senator  Stewart  as  lo  re-organiiation  of 

Brisbane  office,  4705 

House  of  Representatives : 
Allowance   offices,    supply.    4866,  885i» 

10163,  10175,  10330,  11393 
Alstonville  office,  supply.  3532 
Balmain  office,  supply,  3525 
Bellingen  office,  supply,  35'7>  SS^a.  35*4 
Bondi  office,  supply,  35141  35'^ 
Brisbane  office,  supply,  3531 
Broken  Hill  office,  tuppiy.  5793 
Brunswick  othce,  adj.,  3^30;  supply,  352^ 
Bungalow  office,  supply,  3522 
Catms  office,  '•sweating."  supply,  s^yjr 
5704 

Canbelego  office,  suppty.  352a 

City    Road,    Melbourne,   office,  tupflyt. 

3528 

Cloncurry  office,  supply.  3424,  3532 
Closing  time  of,  supply,  5703,  5705,  5706 
Cobar  office,  adj.,  4645-'> 
Coff's  Harbor  office,   supply,   3517,  3522_ 

Contract  offices,  supply,  3529,  4859,  10167,. 

10171,  10413,  11393*  i«396 
Cnlcaira  office,  supply,  3522 
Dalby  office,  supply,  3531 
East  Melbourne  office,  supfly.  3528 
Expenditure  on,  supply,  3331,  3336,  35'4». 

3517,  3522,  3523,  3524 
Gatton  office,  supply,  3532 
Gunning  office,  3523 
Hawthorn  office,  supply,  3527,  3529 
Katoomba  office,  supply.  3514.  iS^^^  35^5- 
Kurri-Kurri  office,  supply,  3520,  3524 
Launceston  office,  adj.,  2345,  2346;  Bud- 
get, 3603 ;  supply.  5539,  3540 
Lithgow    office,    address,    168 ;  s^P^y,^ 

3S»4.  3523.  35M 
Melbourne  office,  extensions,  supply,  3527^ 

35*8,  3530;  7503 
Nertham  office,  tuppiy,  3533,  3534.  3535- 

3536.  3537^  ...  ,  __ 

Revenue     and     expenditure     or  omces,. 

supply,  10243,  10248 
Rock,  The,  office,  tuppiy.  3522 
Roma  office,  supply,  3532 
South  Melbourne  office,  supply,  10331 
Staff  offices,  supply,  4867 
St.  Peter's.  Sydney,  office,  supply.  3517 
Sydney    office,   management  of,  supfly,. 

1 1283 

Svdney  office,  Building   extensions,  tm^ 

'fly.  35'!,  35»6.  35i9>  352».  3S2a^ 
Sydney  office,  Insufficiency  of  Stan,  3371. 

3293;  supply,  4855,  4856 
Toowoomba  office,  supply.  353a 
Undermanning    of.    Budget,    32q2;  adj.^ 

3'6a,  3363;  supply.  4849,    4855.  4859^ 

4869,  5792,  10160 
West  Mattland  office,  svP4ly,  lOi 
Wrightville,  Bfgfi^^.t 


J-uly  3.  1907,  to  Jwno  6, 1908. 
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POSTHASTEK-GENEKAL— fOff/inu«^. 
Poit  and  Telegraph  0&.cts~-eoittinued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter   as  to  returns  from  oESces,  * 
"153 

Mr.  Fuller  as  to  "  sweating "  in 
country  offices  ia  New  South  Wales, 
53^(1 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  Port  Elliott 
office,  10S9;  Mr.  Tudor  as  to  Shep- 
parton  office,  1412;  Mr.  grazer  as  to 
new  Western  Austiali^Q  offices,  1595; 
Mr.  McDonald  as  to  Queensland 
offices,  1595 ;  Mr.  McDougall  as  to 
Hamilton  office,  3423,  3974  >  Mr.  Lid- 
dell  as  to  Brunswick  t^ce,  2996;  Mr. 
Storrer  as  to  Mangana  office,  3173 ; 
Mr.  Livingston  as  to  Penola  office, 
3175,  6505;  Mr.  Chanter  as  to  Denili- 
quin  office,  3733 ;  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to 
Unley  office,  5497;  Mr.  Crouch  as  to 
Bacchus  Marsh  office,  5^1,  5911;  Mr. 
Bowden  as  to  Lithgow  office,  6099, 
12153;  Chanter  as  to  Narrandaia 
office,  6405 ;  Mr.  Mahon  as  to  Cue 
office,  6406;  Mr.  Chanfer  as  to  Junee 
office,  6406;  Mr.  Knox  as  to  Glen- 
ferric  office,  7296;  Mr.  Webster  as  to 
staff  of  Morree  office,  8936;  Mr.  Poyn- 
ton  as  to  Fort  Pirie  office,  8938,  9299, 
10574 ;  Mr.  Livingston,  11791,  11917^ 
12042;  Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Northam 
office,  9581,  9765;  Mr,  Hutchison  as  to 
Goodwood  office,  11260;  Mr.  Bowden 
as  to  Katoomba  office,  121^3 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  advertisement  for 
telegraphists  at  country  contract  office, 
919a 

'  Ur.    Palmer    as   to   classification  of 

offices,  101 78 
Mr.  Storrer   as  to  parcels  post  offices, 

Melbourne  and  Sydney.  7027 
Mr.   Tudor     as    to    undermanning  of 

offices.  4519,  4843;  Mr.  Webster,  464Q; 

Mr.  Johnson,  4842;  Mr.  Chanter,  5692 
Mr,    Webster     as    to    "  sweating "  at 

Sydney   office,   3422;    Mr.  Johnson, 

5416 

PBOHIBmON  OF  CORRESFONDEKCK 
Senate  : 
Questions  by — 
Senator  McGregor  as  to  case  of  Messrs. 
Freeman   and   Wallace,   7567,  8076, 
8221,  8286 
Senator    Mulcahy     re    *' Tattersalls," 
8364 

Houte  of  Refresentatives : 

Freeman    and    Wallace,    case    of,  m-, 

10136-7 ;  adj.,  10129,   10204-23,   10235 ; 

sufply,  ii330-"357:  "9*3.1 

m.,  12044;  sufply,  12190 
Medical  correspondence  prohibited,  0^7., 

2613 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown  as  to  correspon- 
dence re  the  "  Elcctricon,"  10787 

Mr.    Chanter     as    to   case   of  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  "Wallace,   10079,  >o>32i 
10134,     11626,     I1704,  12043; 
Frazer,  10133 


Pos-nusm-GcNEKAt;— f0fift'iiiie<f. 
Prohibition  of  Correspondence — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter  as  to  correspondence  pro- 
hibited, 12043 
Mr.  Glynn  as  to  prohibition  of  corre- 
spondence, 4958;  Mr.  Johnson,  i7|;i  ; 
Mr.  Crouch,  5691  j  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown,  5782,  6025,  6422 
Mr.  Liddell  as  to  lottery  circulars, 
10785 

RSTEHUB. 

House  of  RefreseiUatives: 
Balances,  suffty,  3548 
Estimate  of.  Budget,  1629,  1633,  2694-5 
Increase  of.  Budget,   2461,   2503,   2964 ; 

sufply,  10141,  10191,  10195-7 
Returns  from  services,  m.,  9954;  tuffly, 

101 97 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Mahnt  as  to  details,  297 

Mr.  Mahon  as  to  revenue  from  Euro* 
pean  mail  service,  6a2g 

Mr.  McDougal'  as  to  amount  earned  in 
Melbourne  and  suburbs,  4649 

Mr.  Henry  Willis  as  to  decrease  of 
revenue  on  Meibourne-Sydney  tele- 
phone line,  667; 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Bamford,  as  to  estab- 
lishment   of    Commonwealth  Savings 
Banks,  407 

Savings  Banks. 
House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Bamford  as  to  establish- 
ment of  Commonwealth  Savings  Banks, 
407 

Staups. 
Senate  : 

Purchase  of,  at  Melbourne,  sufply,  4047 
Report,  Board  of  Experts,  m.,  '"t" 

fh,  5874.  5877,  6353 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Neild  as  to  printing  of,  7565 
Senator  W.   Russell  as  to  sale  of,  at 

Gawler.  5082,  7t;6g 
Senator  Stewart,  as  to  design  for,  50S3 ; 
•  Senator  Ncedham,  5648 
House  of  R efTf tentative s: 

Printing  of,  supply.  8860,  9970-74,  iij()5 
Sale  of  books  of  stamps,  supply,  11403 
Uniform    issue,    address,    167 ;  sufply, 
10243,  10249,  11400 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  printing  machine, 
298,  314,  406 ;  Mr.  Poynton,  503 

Mr.  Fowler  as  to  International  Reply 
Coupons,  supply,  5908 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  design,  4957;  Mr. 
Crouch,  5908 

Mr.  Hutchison  as  to  deigns  for  Com- 
monwealth stamp,  8818 

Mr.  Webster  as  to  printing  of,  609S 

Mr.    Henry    WiUis    as    tp  uniform 

»ta">p^#^  by  Lioogle 
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Index  to  Stiigectg. 


POSTICASTEK-GCNEKAL — eOntitOied. 
SUPntANMUATION  FUND. 
Hause  of  Refrtsenietives: 
EstabUshmeot  of,  tuffiy,  10414 

Tc  f.GRAPH  Pole  Drbsseis,  Linxsuen,  etc. 
Senate  : 

Pole  dressers'  wages,  adj.,  3330-31;  ruf- 

piy,  '0393 

Questions  by —  ^ 
Senator  E,  J.  Russell   as  to  wages  of 
workmen   on    uodergtound  telegraph 
wires,  7927 ;  of  pole  dressers,  8482, 
8506,  8868 
Senator  Story   as  to  wages  of  painters, 
5647*  5«S7.  7703.  7795.  7^ 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Pole  dressers'  wages,  adj.^  32301  S'S'* 
sufftyt  10250,  1 1398 

Telegraphs. 
Senate : 

Cost  of  Telegrams,  supply,  10266-7 
Cypher  messages,  adj.,  1685 ;  supply,  1851, 
1863 

Delayed  message,  supply,  8905,  8911 
Increase  of  facilities,  supply,  9002 
Receipts  for  messages,  supply,  1858 

Questions  by — 

Senator   Chataway    as   to  telegraphte 

communication      with  Queensland, 

9041,  9136 
Senator  demons   as  to  charges,  2615, 

2845 

Senator  Dobson  as  to  adoption  of, 
system  of  "delayed"  telegrams, 
762?,  7703 ;  Senator  Stewart,  7751, 
7796;  Senator  Millen,  7752 

Senator  Guthrie  as  to  Pinnarao  line, 
1929 

Senator   Guthrie    as   to   itelayed  mes- 

sages,  11218,  11985,  11987 
Senator    Lynch     as   to   Black  Range 

extension,  2743 
Senator  Macfarlane  as  to  marine  station 

at  Port  Davey,  5178 
Senator  Millen    as  to  cost  of  poles, 

3363 

Senator  Peaice  as  to  supply  of  copper 
wire,  11986 

Senator  Sayets  as  to  cypher  messages, 
i33o«  *927.  2029 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  obsolete  transmit; 
ters,  9536.  9892 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  Svdney-BHsbane 
service,  489^,  9796 

Senator  Sttrwart  as  to  delivery  of  a 
telegram,  Brisbane,  10370 

Senator  Stewart  as  to  telegraph  mes- 
sage forms,  11471 

Senator  Sir  Josiah  Symon  as  to  break- 
down of  service  between  Victoria  and 
South  Australia,  S555 


POSTUASIBR-GENERAL— <-0ll/llMWtf. 
Telegraphs^tfM/ifnte^. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Delay  in  transmission  of  messages,  suf 

ply,  8834,  8860.  9001,  10172-3 
Western  Australia,  coastal  line,  frequent 

breakdown  of,  m.,  7507-8 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Archer  as  to  delay  in  transmis- 
sion of  messages  to  Queensland,  8813, 
8935 

Mr.  Batcbelor  as  to  messages  abroad 
being  telegraphed  to  mail  steamers, 
9389 

Mr.  Fisher  as  to  restoration  of  com- 
munication with  Queensland,  9089 

Colonel  Foxton  as  to  cypher  messi^es, 
1868 

Mr.  Johnson  as  to  delayed  messages, 
4748;  Mr.  Edwards,  4647;  Mr.  John 
Thomson,  5328;  Mr.  Tliumas  Brown, 
6024;  Mr.  Fuller,  10S74;  Mr.  Webster, 
11625 

Mr,   Hab(4>    as  to   North-west  coast- 

line,  2121,  4412 
Mr.  McDougall  as  to  importation  of 

insulators,  3890 
Mr.  McDougall  as  to  painting  of  pcries, 

94791  11638 
Mr.  McDougall  as  to  use  of  galnftoised 

iron  wire,  6025 
Mr.  O'Malley    as   to  Waratah-Zeeban 

route,  ^209 
Mr.  O'Malley  as  to  errors  in  telegraph 

messages,  10874 

Sir  John  Quirk  as  to  manufacture  of 
insulators,  3853,  5911 

Mr.  Salmon  as  to  telegraph  forms, 
11704 

Mr.  Sinclair   as  to  congestion  of  work 

on  Sydney-Brisbane  line,  6677 
Mr.  Wilks   :.s  lo  frcqtiPnt  breakdown  of 

Tnter-Slale  conimuniralion,  5209;  Ml. 

Thomas  Brown,  7117,  7250 
Mr.  Willis    as  to  condemned  telegraph 

wire,  10701 

Telegraphy,  Wireless. 
Senate: 

Altborpe  Islands,  supply,  4049 
Coastal  Installations,  supply,  6313,  6331 
Expenditure  for,  supply,  3804,  4049 
King  Island,  supply,  4050,  12137-40 
Papua,  supply,  4049 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Necdham  as  lo  coastal  installa- 
tions, 6189,  8701,  9537,  9796 
Senator  Pearce   as  to  use  of,  for  Tas- 

manian  service,  156^,  1815,  11986-7 ; 
Senator  Clemons,  2031,  11383,  11468; 
Senator  Macfarlane,  11863,  "987; 
Senator  Mulcahy,  11864 

House  oj  Represenlaiives: 

Cape   York— Port   Moresby  insUllations, 

"'Pth^  3554 
Flinders  Island,  supply,  3555 
Systems,  competing,  suf^y.iMi 
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Posthastbr-Genekal — eontinued. 
Telegraphy,  Wireless — coniinueiif 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamford  as  to  communication  with 
Papua,  405,  11337;  Mr.  Bowdeo,  4311 
Mr,    Fowler     as    to    inslnl  lation  at 
Rottnest  Xslandt  6505;  Mr.  Hedget, 
iaiS4 

Mr.  O'Malley  at  to  installation  at  Ki&£ 

Island,  6505, 
Mr.  Knox  as  to  stations  in  the  Pacific, 

I3IS4 

Mr.  Storrer  as  to  costal  stations*  3301 
Mr.  Storrer    as  to  Flinden  Island  in- 
stallation, ii9'7i  i'i54 
Ht.  Henry  Willis  as  to  New  Zealand 
service,  11918 

IHXPHONES. 
Senate  : 

Delays  in  construction,  suffly,  1857 
Delays    in    securing    connexions,  suf^y, 
9003 

Extension  of  in  Queensland,  supply^  139 
Subscribers'  names,  listb  i)f,  sufpty,  11482 
Toll  System,   supply,  8901 
Qucjitions  by — 

Senator  Chataway    as   to  applications 

for,  650,  1470,  1566 
Senator  Chataway    as  to  Nanango  Ex- 

change,  IJ864 
Senator  Givcns  as  to  Sydney-Melbourne 

line,'  toSag,  iiaig 
Senator  Gray  as  to  telephone  connexion, 

Rivcrina,  9743,  989a 
Senator  Guthrie  as  to  "  party  "  system, 

29,  131,  247 
Senator  Guthrie  as  to  rates,  473 
■    Senator  Neild    on  delays  in  securing 

ocainexions,  8506 
Senator  Neild   as  to  erection  of  wires 

on  telegraph  posts,  390a 
Senator  O'LogMin   as  to  Millicent  Ex* 

change,  6a()6 
Senator    Pcarce     as    to  supplementary 

telephone  directories,   11865 ;  Senator 

Mulcahy  and  Senator  Fmdley,  11865 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Adelaide     suburban     exchange,  tuffly^ 
11394 

Balmain  Exchange,  supply,  3530 
BelHngen,  supply,  11393 
Black  Range  line,  sup^y  10163 
.  Broken  Hill  Exchange,  supply,  579a 
Burrowa  service,  supply,  11293 
Cabinets,  suffHy,  4858 

Charges,  adj..  979-87;  supply.  3456,  3458, 

3459.  3460.  3461.  35»o-  S":".  3SiS.  35'6» 
^3540-4?.  3549'  3553.  "396.  11402 
Coolgardie- Norseman  line,  supply,  iiaSi 
Coiif  of  construction,  supply.  3^44 
Country  districts  telephones,  sup^y,  8852, 

10161,  10163,  10244,  11285,  11396 
Dorrigo  district  telephone,  sufply,  ti^Qj 
Efficiency  of  service,  supply,  3514,  8S43 
Exchanges,     supply.     3460,     3509.  3C16, 

35»8.  3535.  -1S42,  3545 
Extension,  sufply,  3518,  3520;  7502, 

I 1394,  11403 
Guarantees,  supply,   8853,  ■  10150,  10161, 

10230 


Posticaster-General — continued. 
Telephones — eontinued. 

Gunbower,  supply,  10173 
Hawthorn  exchange,  supply,  3543 
Hotel  telephones,  supply,  3530 
Instruments,  obsolete^  supply,  11285 
Insulation,  defective,  supply,  11285 
Katoombu  trunk  line,  supply,  6290,  1140a 
Litbgow  extension,  supply,  6291 
LoMock,  supply,  12187 

Maitland-Sydney  line,  m.,  3964;  supply, 
35S».  5798.  10245 

Melboume-Geelong  line,  supply,  3554 
-  Metallic  circait,  supply.  3551 

Miranda  serrice,  supply,  3519 

Molong  service,  supply,  9966,  11280 

Pinnacle,  supply,  10344 

Plane  Creek  Central  Mill  telephone,  sup- 
ply, I3I47 

Preu,  use  of  trtak  lines,  supply,  3541, 
3545 

Receivers,  disinfection  of,  supply,  3549 
Revenue    fioro.  Budget,  2694 
Rifle  range  telephones,  sup^,  3449 
Rockdale  exchange,  supply,  3518 
South  Yam  exchange,  sufply,  3509 

Strathfieldsaye,     Kamarooka,    and  Ray- 
wood  extensions,  supply,  885a 
Sydney- Melbourne     line,     supply,  3540, 

354a.  3544.  3546.  3549.  3550.  355»i  3554. 
8841,  8852,  1016a,  11375-8 

Sydney-Orange  line,  sufpiy,  3527 

Toll  system,  supply,  10143,  10163,  1024^ 
10249 

Trunk  lines  from  Sydney,  m,,  7503 
Underbank  District,  supply,  12187 
Underground  wires,  «.,  7503 
Uralla-Armidale  service,  supply,  10159 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Batchelor   as  to  Exchanges  at  Not* 

wood  and  Unley,  1090,  5520 
Mi.  Bowden   as  to  ventilation  of  cabi- 
nets, 4309 

Mr.  Bowden.  as  to  seating  accommoda- 
tion ID  cabinets,  7460 
Mr.  Carr  as  to  Bathurst  Exchange,  1089 
Mr..  J.  H.  Catis   as  to  public  bureaux, 
11708 

Mr.  J.  Cook  as  to  notice  of  discon- 
tinuance, 9954 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  subscribers*  numbers, 
aa34 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  construction  and  rela- 
tion between  Department  and  Trea- 
sury, 9844 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Essen don-Keilor  tele- 
phone line,  9954,  10135 

Mr.  Crouch  as  to  Barwon  Heads  ex- 
change, 11626 

Sir  John  Forrest  as  to  Directories,  4411 ; 
Mr.  Bowden,  9299 

Mr.  Fowler  as  to  underground  wires, 
158,  978;  Mr.  Salmon,  10131,  10609 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  extensions  in  Western 
Australia,  1595 

Mr.  Frazer  as  to  supplementary  lists 
of  subscribers,  11743;  Mr,  Kelly,  Mr. 
Tudor,  and  Mr.  MrDonald,  11743*4 

Mr.  FuI't  ns  to  Sydney-Wollongong 
trunV  line.  7240,  8qaq 
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Postmasteh-Gexeral — continued. 
Telephones — continued, 
QuestioQs  by — 
Mr.  HaII   as  to  Telephone  Kxchange  at 
Young,  80 

Mr.  Hall   as  to  use-  of,  for  ascertaining 

election  results,  1S66 
Mr.  Johnson  at  to  bureaux,  10178 
Mr.  Knox    as  to  administrative  bianch, 

5130 

Mr.  Liildell,  as  to  charges,  298,  3690; 
Mr.  Tudor,  501,  590,  975,  3\^%,  6726; 
Mr.  Bowden,  880;  Mr.  Batchelor,  S80, 
078;  Mr.  Carr,  1089;  Mr.  J.  Cook, 
6726 

Mr.  Liddell  as  to  West  Maitlnnd- 
Sydney  line,  2701,  4740,  580a 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  connexions  at  Hog 
Bnv.  Mount  Gambier,  Narracoorte, 
Lucindale,  Kangaroo  Island,  and 
Kingston,  rgTe,  3174,  6421 

Mr.  Livingston  ai  to  management  of 
telephone  service,  7296 

Mr.  Livingston  as  to  supply  of  in- 
struments, 7466 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  Queensland  facili- 
ties, rSQj; 

Mr.  McDonald  as  to  manufacture  of 
wire  and  instnimenu,  3586 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Brimpaen-Hor- 
^am  line,  10526 

Mr.  McDougall  as  to  Goroke-Minimay 
telephtme,  11794 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  subscribers'  inquiries 
regarding  mail  steamers,  773,  928 
^         Mr.  Maloner  as  to  advertising  in  direc- 
tories, 591 1 

Mr.  Maloney  as  to  numerical  direc- 
tory. 1S16,  3586;  Mr.  Liddell,  3586 

Mr.  McWillianis  as  to  service  at  Port 
Davey,  6505 

Mr.  Povnton  as  to  guarantees  for 
country  lines.  3.<;88;  Mr.  Sinclair, 
12042 

Mr.  Snlmon  as  to  underground ing  of 
wucs,  lot^t,  10609 

Mr.  Sampson  as  lo  Ker.ing  service,  10963 

Mr.  Sinclair  as  to  telephones  in  coun- 
try towns,  10464 

Mr.  D,  Thomson  as  to  metallic  circuit, 
6725 

Mr.  Watkins   as  to  improvement  of  set- 

vice,  6726,  7169 
Mr.  \Vatkins   as  to  new  switchboard  in 

Newcastle  district,  6726,  11521 
Mr.  Webster   as  to  country  exchanges, 

9300 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  new  switchboard,  Syd- 
ney, 5209 

Mr.  Willis  as  to  Svdnev-Melboumc  line, 
667s.  6726;    Mr.    McEfougall,  6896, 
7417,  11704;  Mr.  Frazer,  11179 
Mr.  Willis  as  to  Sydney  bureau,  il9»7 
Mr.  Webster    as  to  delay  in  answering 
call  re  fire,  Melbourne,  6834 

[See  WOBKS  AND  BtriLDINGS.] 

■«S.     {See  CONTKACTS.] 


POSTIklASTER-GENUUL— <'OM/fll«f^, 
UMIFOSHS  : 

Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Fearce  as  to  ccmtzact 
'or,  7543,  7571 

House  of  Refretentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Batchelor  as  to  use  of 
Chinese  helmets,  6593,  6675,  Mr.  Chan- 
ter, 6675 

WoltKS  AND  BOILDINCS. 
Senate: 

Repair  of  telegraph  and  telefdume  lines, 

stiffly,  1139a 
Store,  Darling  Island,  tuffly^  3930 
Store,  South  Melbourne,  fuffiy^  4047 
Question   by   Senator  Pearce  as  to  land 

purchased  at  Eucla,  6296 

Heutt  fif  Rcfreientaiives: 

Expenditure  on.  Budget,  2461,  2503;  suf- 
flyt     tai86-8,     10194,     10199,  10402, 
11404-8,  12193-5 
Payment  of  contractus,  suffty,  5704 
Question  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown    as  to 
New  South  Wales  works,  11054 

BULIHOS— 

Senate: 

Presiduit,  Tlw 

Adjournment  of  Delete  need  not  be  moved 
after  a  senator  has  got  leave  to  continue  liis 
speech  on  a  subsequent  day,  974 

Adjournment  of  Senate  cannot  be  moved  mider 
standing  order  to  refute  any  statements  made 
on  a  similar  motion,  but  can  be  moved  Ic 
bring  forward  any  new  facts  or  circum- 
stances in  connexion  with  the  qoestioa 
raised  by  that  motion,  2069-70,  3634 

A  motion  for  adjournment  vnder  Standing 
Order  60,  or  at  the  end  of  r  sitting,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a  means  of  ai:.ioking  a  st.na- 
tor  for  not  having  made  use  of  his  opjHir- 
tunities  to  deal  with  a  matter,  3620. 

Amendments. — Until  it  is  determined  whether 
or  not  certain  words  shall  be  left  out  of 
the  original  question  with  a  view  to  insert 
other  words,  no  other  amendment  can  be 
Submitted,  2446,  4733 

A  senator  who  has  exhausted  his  right  of 
speech  cannot  move  an  amendment  subse- 
quently, 2446,  4732,  7848,  11584 

While  an  amendment  to  leave  out  ccrtaia 
words  and  insert  other  words  in  lieu  thereof 
is  pending,  an  amendment  to  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  cannot  be  moved  ontil 
the  question  to  lea\*e  out  the  words  has  bcrt 
determined,  4733 

An  amendment  which  is  irrelevant  to  the  ques- 
tion cannot  be  moved,  3058 

An  amendment  cannot  \x  pot  unless  il  i* 
seconded  by  a  sena.tor  who  has  not  sptAea 
to  the  main  question,  6314 

A  message  already  sent  by  the  Govrrametit 
to  the  Colonial  Office  and  which  is  not  a 
motion  before  the  Senate  is  not  open  m 
amendment  by  the  Senate,  7795 

Digitized  by  GooqIc 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  6,  2908. 


ccix 


ilDLiHGS— The  Vwit&txmrT— continued. 

A  itenator  may  move  that  an  amendment  to  a 
motion  be  amended  bv  the  ndditum  of  words ; 
but  if  such  proposal  partakes  of  the 
character  of  an  amendment  to  the  motion, 
it  should  not  be  put  to  the  Senate  until  it 
has  dealt  with  the  first  amendment,  7845-6 

An  amendment  before  lite  Senate  can  only  be 
amended  by  the  mover  with  consent,  SjaS 

After  a  substantive  motion  has  been  put  to  the 
Senate  nnd  aEfreed  to  no  amendment  to 
modify  or  extenil  its  operation  can  be  enter- 
tained; but  in  Committee  a  request  to 
modify  an  accepted  request  is  in  order, 
8651 -a 

On  a  proposal  to  empower  a  Select  Commit* 
tee  on  procedure  in  cases  of  privilege  a  sen- 
ator cannot  move  that  the  Ciimmitlee  have 
power  to  call  persons  who  :ire  alleged  to 
have  made  charges  against  members  of  Par- 
liament, 10013 

Aniieifating  Discussion. — Standing  Order  iiS 
should  not  be  construed  so  iis  to  apply  to  a 
Bill  from  the  other  House,  :tnd  the  fact  of 
a  notice  in  fjeneral  terms  being  on  the  busi- 
ness paper  should  not  prevent  distussinn  of 
a  Bill  dealing  with  a  specific  subject, 
1032-3 

Kven  on  the  first  Trading  of  a  Supply  Bill  a 
seaaUir  ciinnot  anticipate  the  discussion  on  a 
motion,  184S;  or  a  committed  Bill,  8934 

It  is  irregular  to  anticipate  the  debate  on  a 
Bill,  4tSi 

On  a  motion  to  print  a  Bill,  its  merits  cannot 

be  discussed,  4K41. 

iitils. — A  Bill  to  authorize  the  survey  of  a 
route  for  a  railway  in  a  State  which  has 
not  given  its  consent  thereto  docs  not  in- 
fringe paragraph  34  of  section  51  of  the 
Constitution,  and  may  be  proceeded  with, 
1030 

An  amendment  to  a  Bill  must  be  relevant  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  Bill  or  consistent 
with  its  text,  1516 

A  motion  to  report  that  until  a  certain  event 
has  happened  the  Committee  considers  it 
inexpedient  to  consider  the  Bill  referred  to 
it  is  out  of  order,  3153 

The  Bounties  Bill  can  be  dealt  with  by  amend- 
ment in  certain  respects  ;ind  by  request  in 
others,  3481-3,  4166 

A  request  to  increase  the  amount  of  a  bounty 
is  in  order,  3481-3 ;  but  a  proposition  to 
alter  the  destination  of  a  bounty  or  to  in- 
clude a  new  tax  cannot  be  received,  either 
as  an  amendment  or  as  a  request,  4165-7 

A  proposition  to  rerommit  a  Bill,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  is  a  substantive  motion,  and  not  an 
amendment  to  the  question  of  third  reading, 
4836;  or  to  the  question  of  adopting  the 
report,  1004  r -4 

On  a  motion  to  recommit  one  clause  of  a  Bill 
it  is  competent  for  senators  to  propose  the 
inclusion  of  other  clauses  or  of  items  in  the 
schedule,  and  each  umendment  will  be  put 
separately,  10044-5 

The  Standing  Orders  do  not  permit  a  Bill  to 
be  amended  except  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  such  rules  do  not  conflict  with 
action  49  of  the  Constitution,  4583-5 


Ri;lings — The  Pkesidem— <-on/inafrf. 

A  Bill  need  not  be  recommitted  to  substitute 
the  words  '*  appointed  by  him  in  writing " 
for  the  word  *'  named,"'  as  it  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  consequential  amendment, 
which  the  Clerk  will  be  justified  io  making, 
5*83 

A  request  for  the  insertion  of  words  modify- 
ing an  accepted  re(|ue<>t  is  not  out  of  order, 
8651 -a,  9352 

After  the  body  of  a  paragraph  of  an  item  has 
been  agreed  to,  a  senator  should  be  allowed 
to  move  a  request  fur  the  insertion  of  a 
paragraph  to  admit  free,  "as  prescribed  by 
departmental  by-laws,"  certain  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  paragraph,  8716-8,  9251 

When  a  request  to  make  an  article  in  an  item 
the  subject  of  a  new  }iaragraph  and  dutiable 
at  a  lower  rate  has  been  carried,  and  the 
duty  under  the  item  has  been  dealt  with, 
the  Committee  cannot  entertain  a  request 
concerning  the  hew  paragraph,  9251.  But 
prior  to  dealing  with  the  duty  under  the 
item  it  was  open  to  any  senator  to  move  a 
request  for  the  grant  of  a  preference  to 
British  imports  under  the  new  paragraph, 
9^53 

Where  the  schedule  to  an  Kxci&e  Tariff  Bill 
includes  glucose  but  not  paraffine  wax  and 
plaster  of  Paris,  a  senaKfr  may  submit  a. 
request  for  the  insertion  of  an  item  dealing 
with  confectionery  containing  glucose,  but 
not  for  confectionery  containing  parafHne 
wax  or  plaster  of  Paris,  10034 

An  Excise  Tariff  Bill  cannot  be  amended  in 
any  respect,  10025 

Where  a  Bill  is  reported  with  a  request,  the 
adoption  of  the  report  cannot  be  moved  if 
an  objection  be  taken,  K^qn 

Consiiluiion  Acl.~\t  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair 
to  give  an  opinion  on  the  application  of  the 
Constitution  to  a  question  under  considera- 
tion, but  not  to  give  an  opinion  which  would 
involve  the  interpretation  of  it,  io3i) 

Strictly  speaking,  a  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion on  a  subject  must  govern  rather  than  a 
standing  order,  and  it  is  sufficient  fur  a 
senator  to  comply  with  the  former,  6aa<) 

When  a  matter  can  be  clearly  and  defmiiely 
settled,  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  should 
not  be  Ignored,  10024 

Debate. — The  remarks  of  a  senator  must  be 
relevant  to  the  question,  8,  135-7.  1024-9, 
1145,  1147,  1156,  1-158-9,  1375,  1515-6,  i(j<io-i, 
2035-53,  20S0,  2182,  24J0,  2618-32,  2645, 
2647,  2740.  275'»,  276'.  yi>»-i,  3058,  3506, 
3688-3700,  3S18-9,  3906,  458 1.  459S,  4604-5, 
4610,  4841,5114,  53r«.  537').  5568,  57.S3>  575Q. 
5766,  6x12,  78qo-7<)oo,  700 1,  8079,  8154, 
8226-7,  9350,  10251,  10837,  10840,  I1899, 
ran7,  ijiaj 

By  leave,  a  senator,  when  moving  the  second 
reading  of  one  Bill,  may  discuss  another 
Bill  of  a  cognate  character  on  the  notice- 
paper,  and  other  senators  may  exercise  the 
same  privilege,  487 

To  a  certain  extent  a  senator  may  ctplaiu 
his  position  in  taking  a  point  of  order, 
1024;  but  another  senator  is  not  entitled  tu 
ask  him  to  explain  his  conduct  on  a  previous 

occasion,  1038  r^r\n\^^ 
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RuuHGS— Ths  PnstnKm— continued. 

Oa  the  motion  for  secoad  rending;  of  n  Dill  a 
senator  may  allude,  inridentally,  tu  what 
has  taken  place  eUewhere  under  similar  con- 
ditioDs,  1359;  he  should  confine  himself  as 
closely  as  he  can  to  its  subicct-matter,  ^682 

It  is  permissible  to  criticise  the  attitude  of  a 
Minister  in  regard  to  the  BiU  before  the 
Senate,  but  not  in  regard  to  other  matters, 
i6go.  When  the  Minister  is  replying  to  the 
attack  he  is  entitled  to  point  out  that  his 
support  of  the  Bill  is  consistent  with  the 
opinions  be  has  held  on  cognate  quettiODS, 
1696 

The  statement  of  a  senator  must  be  accepted* 

i60i>  5374.  S385 

On  the  third  reading  of  a  Railway  Survey  Bill 
a  senator  may  point  out  the  difficulties 
which  will  probably  occur  should  the  railway 
be  built,  1702 

A  debate  is  closed  by  the  speech  of  the 
mover  of  the  question,  1952,  3925 

With  '"sncurrence,  a  debate  may  be  inter* 
nipted  to  permit  a  Minister  to  make  an  im- 
portant Announcement  to  the  Senate*  2098 

When  a  senator  is  moving  for  a  suspension 
of  the  Standing  Orders  to  enable  him  to 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  com* 
mittee,  he  is  entitled  to  Mate,  but  not  to 
discuss,  the 'objects  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
3053 

On  a  motion  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  certain  charges,  a  Mnator 
may  snow  that  he  had  reasons  for  making 
rertain  statements,  but  he  may  not  disruss 
their  accuracy  or  otherwise,  3058 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  under  standing 
order  60,  the  debate  is  limited  by  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  and,  except  incidentally, 
other  cases  or  matters  cannot  Be  alluded  to, 
3692-3700..  A  senator  can  allude  to  another 
matter  incidentally,  but  it  cannot  be  de* 
bated,  5759,  5766,  9739 

On  the  first  rending  of  a  Works  and  Buildings 
Bill  there  can  be  no  discusuon  of  its  de- 
tails, 1 1622 ;  the  motion  cannot  be  debated, 
11624 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Works  and 
Buildings  Bill,  the  debate  sliould  be  rele- 
vant, but  an  incidental  reference  to  any  mat- 
ter, so  long  as  it  is  pertinent,  is  not  objected 
to,  3S19-33,  3907'33,  11689.  "^^^  text 
Bill  and  its  schedules  are  the  matters  upon 
which  the  question  of  relevancy  must  be  con- 
sidered, 3S35.  There  cannot  be  a  discussion 
on  a  financial  policy  which  may  or  may  not 
be  evolved  by  the  Goverament,  3907 ;  or  on 
the  policy  of  the  Labour  Party,  3915 ;  or  on 
the  whole  financial  policy  of  the  Common- 
wealth, or  the  policy  of  establishing  cadet 
forces,  3917 

On  a  motion  to  print  a  paper  there  can  he 
no  debate  except  such  ;is  is  relevant,  6092 

When  a  senator  is  speaking,  be  should  address 

the  Chair,  4S05,  7901 ;  and  take  no  notice 

of  interjections,  10397 
It  is  very  irregular  to  discuss  the  recommittal 

of  a  Bill  on  n  motion  to  fix  a  day  to  adopt 

the  repcrt,  5ir4 
The  passinj:r  of  charges  across  the  chamber 

is  most  disorderly,  5568 
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On  the  second  reading  of  a  Snpply  Bill,  » 
senator  who  missed  the  opportunity  to  speak 
on  the  first  reading  should  make  his  remarks, 
on  irrelevant  matters  as  brief  as  possible, 
5880;  but  other  senators  must  observe  the 
rule  of  relevancy,  s88o 

On  the  first  reading  of  an  Appropriation  Bill 
a  senator  may  discuss  any  question,  but  00 
the  second  reading  the  discussion  should  be 
releraut'to  the  Bill,  10360-75-6-  In  a  second* 
reading  speech  a  senator  may  discuss  the  ad* 
ministration  of,  and  expenditure  on,  the  De- 
partments, but  not  the  protectionist  policy 
of  the  Government,  or  the  question  of  the 
sugar  bonus,  10376-84.  The  rule  of  rele- 
vancy applies  to  the  motion  for  the  tfiird 
reading,  10396-7 

A  Minister  has  no  more  right  than  any  other 
Senator  to  dijgress  from  the  subject-matter 
of  an  objection  to  a  Chairman's  ruling; 
but  with  concurrence  be  may  explain  his  in* 
tentions  b  malung  a  Ministerial  statement  to 
the  Committee,  7900 

Except  by  leave  a  Minister  cannot  digress  from 
the  question  before  the  Committee  oa  a  Bill 
in  order  to  make  a  Ministerial  statements 

7904-6 

The  action  of  the  Printing  Committee  should 
not  be  defended  or  debated  at  length  on  a. 
motion  to  adopt  its  report,  8226-7 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Surplus  Revenue 
Bill  a  senator  should  not  dwelt  at  length  on- 
the  question  of  trans  f  erred  properties, 
11882,  11896;  or  on  the  merits  of  old-age- 
pensions  and  defence,  11902 

Divisions.— A  division  on  a  question  cannot  be 
taken  unless  the  decision  of  the  Chair  has 
been  challenged  bv  at  least  two  senators, 
5^85 

The  fact  that  a  senator  was  out  of  the  chamber 
or  did  not  hear  the  bells  does  not  entitle 
him  to  have  his  vote  recorded  in  any  divi> 
sions ;  nor  does  it  render  the  divisions  in* 

•  valid,  7973 

Hansard. — There  cannot  be  embodied  in  ffam~ 
sard  reports  of  the  Senate  anything  that 
does  not  take  place  in  the  Senate,  7974 

Interruflions. — It  is  irregular  for  senators  to 

converse  across  the  chamber,  36,  1697,  392a; 
to  converse  with  the  speaker,  287,  1140,  I363t 
4183;  to  join  in  conversations,  4805;  to  oon- 
versc  in  loud  tones,  ^371 

It  is  out  of  order  f'or  a  senator  to  Interrupt 
A  speaker  with  questions,  389,  3515,  5374, 
or  an  irrelevant  question,  1701,  4194-5 ;  to 
reply  to  questions  asked  by  a  speaker,  1338; 
to  make  an  irrelevant  interjection,  5371-3 » 
to  cross-examine  a  speaker  as  to  a  document 
he  is  quoting,  5373;  to  mteiject,  6322-3, 
or  reply  to  an  interjection,  633a 

A  cross-fire  of  interjecti<ms  is  disorderly, 
390,  11899;  and  ought  not  to  be  replied  to» 
390 

Frequent  interruptions  ought  not  to  be  madc^ 
"78.  1331.  >338.  '365'  >70*'  »»82,  3185, 
26«7.  3*35.  3495.  4179. 47"»  4805, 5193,  5373* 
537«.  5385.  5568,  57S3»  6oia.  6333,  laoij* 
12036  I 
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K  senator  ought  not  to  allow  himself  to  be 
side-Uacked,  1145,  2647,  4194-S.  5373;  or 
drawn  into  a  dialogue,  8079;  or  to  reply  10 
interjections,  especially  when  he  has  been 
asked  to  proceed  with  his  speech,  10397 
It  is  very  disorderly  to  interrupt  a  senator, 
especially  when  he  is  tiiniied  to  time,  2038, 
or  discussing  a  point  of  order,  3151 

A  senator  has  a  perfect  right  to  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  speak   free  from  interruptioa. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  a  senator  to  reply 

to  a  question,  2759,  4183 

If  a  question  is  pertinent  to  the  mutter  under 
discussion,  and  the  speaker  is  willing  to  con- 
sider it,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  its 
being  asked.  But  if  he  desires  not  to  be 
interrupted  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  eii- 
force  his  wish^  3249 

When  an  appeal  is  made  to  a  senator  by  the 
speaker,  he  may  ask  a  question,  3929 

Senators  ought  not  to  interrupt  the  speaker  in 
the  middle  of  a  quotation,  and  when  they  do 
interject,  they  should  make  their  interjec- 
tions as  pertinent  as  possible  to  the  subject, 
but  not  too  frequently,  4179 

The  attention  of  the  Chair  should  be  directed 
Dy  the  speaker  to  an  interjection  to  which 
exception  can  be  taken,  4S05,  8079 

A  senator  ought  not  to  interject  after  the 
speaker  has  objected  to  being  interrupted, 
5576,  11518,  laoH 

Interjections  are  disorderly,  7703,  8127,  11899 

The  senator  in  possession  of  the  Chair,  who- 
ever he  may  be,  is  entitled  to  be  heard  with- 
out interruption,  12011 
Language,    Parliamentary. — It    is  permissible 
to  use  the  word   *'  nefarious,"  except  U) 
relation  to  a  Bill  or  senator,  1233 

to  allude  to  the  conduct  of  a  person  who  is 
not  a  senator,  5381 

If  a  senator  interjects  that  the  subject  being 
discussed  by  the  speal-er  has  nothini;  to  do 
with  the  Bill  the  remark  is  not  one  which 
he  can  be  called  upon  to  withdraw,  10398 
Language,  Unparliamentary, — Not  in  order — 
to  impute  motives,  134,  2079;  "nefarious" 
dealing,  1 137  ;  dishonesty,  2747  ;  hypocrisy, 
10049 

to  say  that  a  senator  has  made  misrepre- 
sentations, 359;  is  trying  to  "ram"  a  Bill 
down  the  throats  of  any  senators,  1025  j 
is  a  "drawing-room  colonel,"  1261;  is 
stating  what  he  absolutely  knows  to  be 
untrue,  1693 ;  is  here  to  say  what  he  can 
on  behalf  of  monopoly.  2038;  has  cast  a 

•  "  little  mud,"  4798;  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself,  4377  ;  is  a  "  shodily  jiolitician," 
or  a  "shoddy  protectionist,"  5762;  or  "a 
pig."  b323 

to  state  that  a  senator's  statement  is  in- 
correct and  that  he  knows  it,  1331 ;  or  is 
an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, 1515;  or  is  contemptible,  2079;  or  is 
untrue,  2537,  8079 

to  enter  into  a  discussion  with  the  Chair, 
1370 
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Langu^e»   Unparliamentary — £ontinutd. 
to  reflect  upon  tlie  Chair,  1370,  3056;  a  Set* 
sional  Committee,  either  individually  or 
collectively,  ■4732-4,  4798,  4807 ;  the  under- 
■iianding  of  a  senator,  4805 ;  a  judge  ex- 
on  a  specific  motion,  4814;  the  way  in 
wuich  a  senator  chooses  to  make  a  speech, 
6323 

to  assert  that  any  senators  are  actuated  by 
feelings  in  favour  of  'mraopoly,  2038; 
had  tried  to  amend  a  Bill  so  as  to  leave 

loop-holes  for  criminals  to  escape,  5178 
to  ascribe  to  a  senator  improper  conduct, 
or  neglect  of  his  public  duty,  2079;  in- 
decency, 3056 ;  insincerity,  4841 ;  valKarity, 
557* 

to  accuse  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of 
partisan  feeling  in  relation  to  his  office, 
4740 

to  question  the  action  of  a  senator  in  calling 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  Senate,  4909 

to  express  an  intention  to  persist  in  an  un- 
parliamentary course,  4909 

to  describe  an  interjection  as  impertinent, 

to  interject  to  a  senator  not  to  obey  the 

Chair,  5762 
to  speak  of  a  Sovereign  as  a  monster,  or 

mighty  tyrant,  7795 
to  liken  a  senator  to  Judas  Iscariot,  12004 
to  apply  the  epithet  "obnoxious"  to  the 
Naval  Agreement,  12125 

An  unparliamentary  term  should  be  with- 
drawn without  comment,  1331,  5762;  or  qua- 
lification, 4798 

If  a  senator  has  any  exception  to  take  to  a 
remark  he  should  call  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  it.  aiSj,  4806 

For  a  senator  to  say  (hat  he  withdraws  a 
statement  because  he  is  nol  on  his  oath  is 
practically   to  repeat  it,  4798 

So  long  as  a  statement  is  withdrawn  in  ordi- 
nary terms  the  manner  of  its  withdrawal 
cannot  be  interfered  with,  4806 

It  is  usual  to  accept  the  withdrawal  of  a 
statement  unless  it  is  accompanied  by  a  re- 
mark which  is  considered  offensive,  4806 

If  a  senator  regards  a  statement  as  offensive 
it  should  not  be  made,  5378 

Refiections  on  a  deceased  Sovereign  are  dis- 
orderly, and  cannot  be  embodied  in  a  ques- 
tion to  a  Minister,  7794 

It  is  just  as  disorderly  to  make  an  unworthy 
accusation  by  implication  as  it  is  to  do  50 
by  a  direct  charge,  12004 

It  IS  irregular  to  apply  an  offensive  epithet 
to  anything  done  bv  Parliament,  unless  on 
a  motion  for  its  rescission' or  repeal,  I2r25 

Ministerial  Statements.— A  Ministerial  state- 
ment  may  be  made  in  Committee  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Chair,  and  the  unanimous 
consent  of  senators.  It  ^ould  not  contain 
terms  of  censure  on  any  senators,  and  when 
such  terms  are  used,  they  should  be  taken 
exception  to  at  once  with  a  view  to  their 
withdrawal.  A  senator  is  entilled  to  obiect 
at  any  time  to  a  Minister  digressing  from 
the  subject-matter  under  consideration.  By 
the  courtesy  of  the  Committee  a  senator  may 
be  permitted  to  reply  to  tli^e  Minister;  but 
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Motions. — complicated  motion  may  be  put 

in  parts,  693,  4839,  10013 
A  motion  may  only  be  withdrawn  with  con- 

curicQce,  693 
When  a  motion  is  objected  to,  it  cannot  he 

put  as  formal,  1233 

A  motion  for  the  preparation  of  a  return, 
even  if  the  required  informattoa  should 
have  to  be  sought  from  a  State  Govem- 
meat,  is  in  order,  1276 

By  leave,  a  senator  may  amend  his  motion 
before  it  is  moved^  2237,  or  after  it  is 
moved,  3059,  3501 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders  to 
enable  a  motion*  to  be  moved,  <)ti(<ht  not  to 
be  moved  until  the  routine  business  has  been 
dealt  with,  3040 

A  motion  whicn  the  Chair  thinks,  if  carried, 
cannot  be  made  operative  except  by  legis> 
lation,  is  not  out  of  order,  3506 

By  leave,  a  motion  may  be  moved  without 
notice,  3797,  4463 

A  motion  afTecting  the  seat  of  a  senator  takes 
precedence  of  private  business,  4825 

A  motion  for  leave  of  absence  is  ^rquired  by 
standing  order  47,  but  not  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  contain  a  statement  of  the  cause 
and  period  of  absence  and,  strictly  speak- 
ing, the  Constitution  must  govern,  6299 

A  motion  which  has  been  made  an  order  of 
'  the  day  cannot  be  changed  to  a  notice  of 
motion,  5467 

A  motion  for  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  a  Dill  can  only  be  moved  immediately 
after  its  second  reading,  and,  by  leave,  it 
may  be  moved   without   one  day's  notice, 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  Standing  Orders 
may  be  moved  without  notice,  but  requires 
the  support  of  an  absolute  majority  of  the 
Senate,  roo4i.  It  is  customary,  but  not 
obligatory  upon  the  Chair  to  ascertain  that 
an  absolute  majority  is  present  :  if  no  chal- 
lenge be  made  the  presumption  is  that  the 
standing  order  has  been  complied  with, 
10073 ;  before  putting  the  motion  to  the  vote 
the  Chair  will  cause  the  bells  to  be  rung, 
ro84i 

Notices. — Notice  of  a  motion  may  be  given 
in  general  terms  by  a  senator;  but  he  is 
required  to  band  in  a  copy  of  his  motion 
at  least  one  day  prior  to  that  for  which  he 
has  given  notice,  9 

After  the  regular  time  a  notice  of  motion  can 
only  be  given  by  leave,  2180 

Notice  of  a  question  must  be  given  before  the 
business  of  the  day  is  called  on,  10830 

•  Fmrs  cannot  be  taken  cognizance  of  by  the 
Senate ;  a  pair  book  it  provided,  and  pairing 
is  arranged  for  the  convenience  of  lenaton, 
3146,  3504 

Pafers. — If  the  Senate  decide  that  a  paper 
M  not  printed,  then,  unless  the  resolution 
be  rescinded,  the  paper  will  have  to  re- 
main on  the  table,  and  cannot  be  printed, 
135.  If  the  paper  be  allowed  to  ao  auto- 
matically to  the  Printing  Committee,  the 
Senate  ma^  deal  as  it  thinks  fit  with  a  re- 
eommendation  from  that  body,  136 
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On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Priming  Committee  a  senator  may  submit 
an  amendment  for  the  printing  of  a  Senate 
document  not  recommended  to  be  printed, 
but  not  for  the  printing  of  petitions  or 
other  papers  presented  to  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, 4463-6 

It  is  open  to  the  Senate  to  order  the  printing 
of  a  paper  in  respect  of  which  the  Printing 
Committee  has  made  no  recommendation^ 
7844 

By  leave,  a  motion  to  print  may  include 
several  papers,  248 

No  standing  order  warrants  or  forbids  the 
laying  of  papers  on  the  table  of  tbe 
Ltoraryi  it  is  entirely  a  matter  within  the 
discretion  of  the  Senate,  933.  The  Senate 
has  no  control  over,  and  recognise  no  ic- 
spoQsibility  in  respect  of,  papers  tabled  in 
the  Library,  933 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  President  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  as  a  paper,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  Houses  of  a  State  Parlia* 
ment ;  it  can  only  be  presented  to  the  form 
of  a  petition,  4143,  4925 

Documents  may  be  printed  and  added  to  the 
report  of  a  Sessional  Committee,  4396 

Personal  Explanations. — In  making  ao  expla- 
nation on  a  motion  for  adjournment,  a  sena- 
tor is  not  in  order  in  making  an  attack  on 
another  senator,  1055,  5494-5,  or  debatini; 
an  explanation  bv  another  senator,  5494-5; 
he  may  only  refute  a  statement  conceminj; 
himself  or  show  how  he  has  been  misrepre- 
sented, or  exphiin  his  own  position  in  re- 
gard  lo  the  matter,  5494-6, 

An  explanation  can  only  be  given  Rflet  the 
speaker  has  finished  his  speech,  unless  he  is 
prepared  to  give  way,  2080;  and  no  argu- 
ment may  be  used,  4801 

A  personal  explanation  may  be  made  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn  the  Senate,  3146 

If  a  senator  wishes  to  make  a  personal  explan- 
ation the  leave  of  the  Senate  must  be  ob- 
tained, and,  if  granted,  he  must  not  reflect 
upon  or  attack  any  senator,  3r47 

If  a  senator  considers  that  he  has  been  mis> 
represented  he  may  make  an  explanation, 
3r47.  but  he  cannot  comment  on  or  discuss 
a  letter  he  has  received,  5466,  or  correct  the 
report  of  another  person's  remarks,  5746.  or 
proceed  to  argue  the  question  or  reflect 
on  a  newspaper,  8028 

By  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  a  senator 
may  make  a  personal  explanation  concern- 
ing a  matter  which  did  not  arise  out  of 
any  business  in  connexitm  with  the  Senate, 
8026-7 

Petitions. — A  senator  cannot  move  that  a  peti- 
tion be  printed  unless  he  informs  the  Senate 
that  he  intends   to   take    action  therecn, 

7925,  1035 I 

Points  of  Order. — The  construction  of  a  stand- 
ing order  by  a  senator  does  not  involve  a 
question  of  order,  262r 

A  point  of  order  cannot  be^discossed  after  ft 
ruling  has  beeDigoinest^  sooCK^Q  LC 
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There  ii  no  question  of  order  involved  in  the 
fact  that  a  circulated  Bill  differs  from  the 
Bill  received  from  other  House  and  read  a 
first  time,  itf)i»,  or  in  the  fact  that  a  Bill 
has  act  been  circulated  prior  to  motion  for 
first  reading,  11624 

President. — Id  the  absence  of  a  standing  order 
die  Chair  is  entitled  to  rule  on  any  question 
which  may  arise,  3146 

Privilege. — An  entry,  or  a  non-entry,  or  a 
change  in  the  disposition  of  a  pair  does  not 
involve  a  questicm  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate,  or  of  a  senator,  3146,  3504,  4533 

The  privileges  of  the  Senate  are  defined  by  the 
Constitution,  and  cannot  be  extended  ex- 
cept by  legislation,  3504-7,  4583 

A  statcDient  in  a  newspaper  that  a  Sessional 
Committee  has  met  and  determined  to  delay 
Uie  submission  of  its  report  to  the  Senate 
until  after  a  certain  event  has  taken  place  is 
not  a  breach  of  privilege,  ^357-8 

Protest  against  Bill. — If  either  House  of  a 
State  Parliament  wishes  to  protest  against 
the  enactment  of  a  Tariff  Bill  or  oiher 
measure  the  protest  should  be  presented  in 
the  form  of  a  petition  and  addressed  to  the 
President  and  Members  of  the  Senate,  4143, 
49*5 

Questions  and  Answers. — No  argument  may  be 
used  by  a  senator  in  asking  &  question, 
29.  740,  934.  I927'9>  2030-1,-7792,  8155-6, 
11984;  or  by  a  Minister  in  replying  thereto, 
932 

A  senator  may  not  ask  a  question  not  arising 
directly  out  of  the  reply  to  a  question  upon 
notice,  743,  1232.  1928,  37981  5367-8,  5980. 
10830,  11321,  11865;  should  give  notice 
of  the  question  at  the  proper  time,  5368, 
9633.  but,  if  he  desires,  he  may  make  a 
personal  explanation,  5370 

The  correctness  of  a  Minister's  reply  cannot 
be  debated  by  the  quotation  of  a  newspaper 
paragraph :  but  anv  statement  in  the  para- 
graph may  be  elucidated  by  means  of  a 
question  upon  notice,  11329. 

A  Minister  is  not  obliged  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion, 2031,  and  may  give  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  answered,  8156.  He  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  answer  a  hypothetical  ques- 
tion, 8433. 

A  question  inviting  an  expression  of  opinion  is 
irregular,  2615,  4705,  8155-6,  8232,  12100 

The  proper  time,  to  aide  a  question  without  no- 
tice IS  before  questions  upon  notice  are 
called  00,  2S46,  5q8o 

A  senator  may  reply  to  a  question  in  which  a 
doubt  is  cast  upon  his  word,  3233 

A  senator  may  only  be  questioned  about  a  Bill 
or  matter  of  which  he  has  charge,  4893 

The  subject-matter  of  a  question  cannot  be  de- 
bated when  it  is  answered,  5284 

The  Chair  has  the  rieht  to  have  questions  on 
notice  revised  and  nut  in  such  a  form  as  it 
may  consider    proper    and  pertinent,  5168, 

8155-6*  9734.  9093 
Any  extracts  from  newspapers  or  documents 
should  not  be  undulv  long,  and  should  be 
pertinent  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  ques- 
tions, 5369.  A  senator  is  responsible  for  the 
oirrectness  of  a  quotation  from  a  newspaper 
but  not  for  the  accuracy  of  its  statements, 
5370 


Ruuxcs — ^Trk  Vhe&wksx— continued. 

It  is  out  of  order  to  debate  the  answer  to  a 
question,  but  a  further  question  may  be 
»sked,  7792,  7842 

It  is  not  permissible  to  ask  a  question  em- 
bodying disordeily  allegations  against  a  de- 
ceased Sovereign,  7794,  or  to  embody  in  a 
question  statements  which  may  or  may  not 
he  correct,  7794-5 

A  question  arising  out  of  an  answer  must  be- 
relevant  to  the  original  question,  7850;  oc 
designed  to  make  clearer  the  reply,  8700 

A  ouestion  about  the  conduct  of  proceedingft 
may  be  put  to  the  Chair  at  any  time  except 
during  the  discussion  of  a  point  of  order 
on  another  matter,  8154-5 

Questions  to  Ministers  should  deal  with  matters 
of  fact,  and  not  with  matters  of  policy,  and 
matters  of  opinion,  Si  55 

A  senator  may  give  notice  of  a  question  which 
he  has  asked  without  notice,  even  though 
not  so  desired  by  the  Minister ;  but  if  the 
question  be  fully  replied  to  then,  it  cannot 
be  put  on  the  notice-paper  a  second  time, 
8229 

When  questions  on  notice  have  been  answered 
only  such  further  questions  may  be  asked 
as  tend  to  elucidate  the  replies ;  questions' 
asking  for  other  information  should  be- 
placed  on  the  notice-paper,  8231-3 

A  question  may  be  asked  about  a  moUon  whictk 
may  be  taken  as  formal  business,  9353 

A  senator  may  not  ask  Without  noiice  a  ques- 
tion by  which  it  is  sought  to  bring  about  a 
feeling  of  ridicule  and  contempt  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  a  Department;  it 
should  be  given  notice  of  with  a  view  to  re- 
vision in  accordance  with  the  rule  on  the 
subject,  9734,  9893 

Quota/ions  and  References. — A  senator  may- 
refer  to  anything  that  has  been  said  during^ 
a  debate,  1156,  or  to  an  irrelevant  matter  to- 
illustrate  an  argument  with  regard  to  the- 
merits  or  demerits  of  a  Bill,  1691 

It  is  out  of  order  to  refer  to  a  debate  of  the- 
same  session,  1690,  unless  in  discussing  the- 
same  matter,  12022;  or  to  a  question  which, 
is  being  considered  in  another  Bill,  8924;. 
or  to  a  Bill  which  was  dealt  with  at  pre- 
vious sitting,  12018,  12026 

On  a  motion  for  adjournment  under  standing 
order  60,  a  senator  cannot  reply  to  state- 
ments made  on  a  similar  motion  during  thci 
session,  2619 

If,  in  answering  a  question,  a  senator  quotes  a> 
passage  from  a  telegram,  he  is  not  obliged,, 
nor  can  he  be  compelled,  to  lay  the  telegram- 
ugon  the  table,  3333 

A  senator  may  refer  to  any  document  men-- 
tioned  in  a  report  of  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee, 4465 

On  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  a  senator  may- 
not  discuss  the  value  of  the  tenure  of  an. 
officer,  but  he  can  allude  to  facts,  4615 

On  the  second  reading  of  the  Customs  Tariff' 
Bill  a  senator  may,  by  leiii^^^l^ull  re-.- 
ference  to  the  IS^Taf 
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Rulings — ^Thk  Pkesidknt — continued. 

Od  the  m»tion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Disputed  Returns  Committee  it  is  out  of 
order  to  cummeot  upon  its  iodividual  mem- 
bers, or  to  criticise  its  report  as  a  report  of 
a  partisan  nature,  4732-4;  or  to  impute  un- 
fairness to  anybody  who  presided  at  or  took 
part  in  its  meetings,  47^;  but  a  member  of 
the  Committee  may  give  reascms  wh^  nu 
doubt  should  be  thrown  upon  bis  individual 
honour  in  that  capacity,  4740 

It  is  irregular  to  allude  to  what  took  place  at 
meetiogs  of  a  Sessional  Committee  to  which 
the  public  were  not  admitted,  479S 

A  personal  explanation,  when  made  at  a  pre- 
vious stage  of  the  sitting,  cannot  be  de- 
bated on  the  motion  fen-  adjournment,  .S404-.S 

It  is  out  of  order  to  comment  upon  the  course 
of  procedure  in  other  House,  10837;  or  to 
allude  to  a  Bill  before  another  place,  11503, 
to  a  debate  in  other  House  un  the  Bill  be- 
fore the  Senate,  1 1890,  to  the  debates  in 
another  place,  or  the  reasons  that  actuated 
its  members  in  giving  their  votes,  13009 

JiigAi  of  Speech. — In  the  absence  of  a  qties- 
tion  before  the  Senate  a  senator  is  not  en- 
titled to  speak,  8,  651,  7791.  7795,  1168S; 
except  by  leave,  5746 

No  senator  may  speak  to  a  motion  after  its 
mover  has  begun  to  exercise  his  right  of  re- 
ply, 134-5;  or  after  that  right  has  been  exer- 
cised, 1952 ;  or  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  a  de- 
bate, 861 

A  senator  is  not  entitled  to  speak  to  a  motion 
for  adjournment  under  standing-  order  69, 
after  the  time  aMowed  for  its  discussion  has 
expired,  but  the  mover  may  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  it,  5774 

By  leave,  a  senator  may  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue his  speech  on  another  occasion,  974 

A  senator  is  not  allowed  to  make  a  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling;  a  Minister  to 
.laswer  liis  question  un  another  uccasion ; 
•nch  information  should  be  supplied  pri- 
.atcly,  1689 

It  is  not  open  to  a  senator  to  discuss  the  sub> 
ject-matter  of  a  personal  explanation  by 
another  senator,  2069,  5494 

There  can  be  no  debate  on  a  motion  to  print 
a  report,  and  fix  a  day  for  its  consideration, 

4396 

With  concurrence  a  Minister  ma^  speak  to  a 
motion  which  he  had  moved  without  making 
a  speech  tiiereon,  447a 

A  statement  by  the  Chair  on  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary practice  is  not  open  to  debate, 
5369 

If  a  senator  has  been  misrepresented  after  he 

has  spoken  to  the  oucstion,  he  can  make  a 

personal  explanation,  5496 
U'herc  a  Ministerial  statement  has  not  been 

concluded  with  a  motion,  there  can  be  no 

discussion,  7791 
Except  by  leave,  no  senator  can  reply  to  a 

Ministerial  statement  made  in  Committee, 

7905-6 

The  mover  of  a  motion  to  which  an  amend- 
ment lias  been  proposed,  should  spe:ik  to 
the  amendment,  and  reserve  his  reply  until 
other  amendments,  if  any,  have  been  dealt 
with,  8227 


Rui-iNGS — The  PRBGiram — continued. 

After  proposals  to  recommit  clauWs  of  A 
Bill  have  been  disposed  of  a  senator  may 
speak  to  the  question  of  adopting  the  re- 
port, 10044 

Where  no  objection  is  taken  the  Chair  does 
not  interfere  to  prevedt  a  Minister  from 
oiTering  congratulatory  remarks  on  the  pas- 
sage of  any  measures;  but  there  can  be  no 
debute  on  his  statement,  116SS 

Rulings. — A  question  dealt  with  in  a  ruling 
by  a  former  President  can  always  be  raised 
again  un  another  matter,  or  when  a  fitting 
occasion  presents  itself,  1030 

When  a  decision  has  been  given  from  the 
Chair,  it  must  not  be  debated,  or  alluded  to, 
but  obeyed,  1137,   1259,  7794.  10397-8 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  insist  on  com- 
pliance with  a  ruling  unless  the  Senate  see 
tit  to  dissent  therefrom,  1259;  to  maintain 
order  and  enforce  its  ruling's,  4909 

A  senator  should  comply  with  a  ruling  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  take  another  step,  1691, 
4909.  7795 

A  request  from  the  Chair  is  expected  to  be 

complied  with,  5568,  10397 
A  ruling  is  not  given  on  a  hypothetical  case, 

4616,  10025 

Same  Question  cannot  be  discussed  on  a 
second  motion  for  adjournment  under  stand- 
ing order  60,  but  it  may  be  raised  when  de- 
bating the  first  reading  of  a  Supply  Bill, 
2069-70 

It  is  not  permissible,  on  a  motion  for  adjonm- 
ment  under  standing  order  60,  to  debate  a 
mattei  which  has  been  debated  00  a  similar 
motion  during  the  session,  but  for  purposes 
of  illustration  a  senator  is  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion any  case  be  sees  fit  to  show  the  necesuty 
for  amending  the  Standing  Orders  relating 
to  such  motions,  2617,  a6ar 

Standing  Orders. — The  suspension  of  the 
Standmg  Orderf  to  expedite  the  passage  of 
a  Bill  involves  the  suspension  of  the  ses- 
sional orders  relating  lo  private  bu!(inr<s, 
6327,  6408 

Strangers. — A  person    in    the    gallery    is  not 

permitted  to  read  a  newspaper,  2043 
'  Suifension  of  Sitting  need  not  depend  upon  a 
sessional  order;  it  can  be  regulated  by  aa 
understandinc,  8077. 

{See  OottD,  Senator  (Speeches). 

Ohalrman  of  Oommltt«ttB. 

iPtV/r.— While  an  amendment  to  a  clause  i« 
pending  another  amendment  cannot  be 
moved,  670 

An  amendment  relating  to  the  construction  of 
a  railway  is  irrelevant  to  the  subject-matw 
of  a  Railway  Survey  Bill,  1513 

An  amendment  to  prohibit  the  landing  of  cer- 
tain persons  is  within  the  scope  of  an  Immi- 
gration Bill,  but  not  a  Quarantine  Bill, 
599>-3 

After  an  amendment  to  a  later  portinQ  of  a 
clause  has  been  dealt  with,  the  earlier  por- 
tion is  not  open  to  amendment,  rQ66,  ^196 

An  amendment  which  is  not  the  same,  in  sub- 
stance or  purport,  as  an  amendment  dis- 
posed of,  is  in  order,  2118 

An  amendment  must  be  relewint  to  the  clause, 
att9,  or  witbinDt|u&«s«p4kj]dCHd^0£  W)i-3 
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Where  it  has  been  agreed  to  separate  the  parta 
-   of  a  clause,  and  encb  part  has  been  dealt 

with,  the  clause  has  been  disposed  of,  and 

is  not  open  to  amendment,  1973 
The  sub-clauses  of  a   clause    may    be  pat 

separately,  if  desired,  2856,  *ioi2 
A  sub-clauie  may  be  dealt  with  separately, 

but  it  cannot  be  postponed,  3873 
Schedules  to  Bills  cannot  be  considered  until 

after   postponed  clauiei  have  been  dealt 

with,  759 

An  item  in  a  schedule  cannot  be  postponed, 
but  the  schedule  can  be  postponed,  387a 

After  postponed  clauses  have  been  dealt  with 
it  is  not  competent  to  move  the  insertion  of 
a  new  clause,  except  it  be  decided  to  re- 
consider the  Bill  for  that  purpose,  2283 

When  the  body  of  a  schedule  to  a  Bill  has 
been  amended,  the  heading  of  the  schedule 
will  be  altered  accordingly,  without  an 
amendment  being  moved,  2284 

A  motion  that  the  Chairman  report  that  until 
a  certain  event  has  happened  the  Committee 
considers  it  inexpedient  to  consider  a  Bill 
conflicts  with  standing  orders,  251.  267,  368, 
and  269,  and  cannot  be  received,  3150 

A  request  to  the  House  of  Representativea  to 
increase  the  amoiuit  of  an  item  may  be 
proposed  in  connexion  with  a  Bill  whidi  the 
Senate  may  amend  in  certain  respects,  3476- 
7.  3479 

V/hen  notice  of  dissent  from  a  ruling  is  given, 
the  proceedings  on  ihe  Bill  are  suspended^ 

Where  the  omission  of  certain  words  has  been 
moved  with  a  view  to  substitute  other  woxda 
the  debate  is  limited  to  the  question  of  cieni* 
ing  a  blank,  3574 

An  amendment  to  omit  the  senmd  word  of  an 
item  must  be  withdrawn  to  enable  a  senator 
to  move  the  omission  of  the  first  word,  3585 
'  A  decision  to  retain  the  first  word  of  an  item 
precludes  another  amendment  for  the  omis- 
sion of  that  word,  3732 

A  proposition  to  omit  an  item  from  the  Works 
and  Buildings  Bill  may  be  submitted  as  an 
amendment,  4064  . 

An  amendment  to  reduce  two  items  is  not  in 
order  :  each  item  must  be  the  subject  of  a 
separate  amendment,   1 1692 

The  question  on  an  amendment  should  be  put 
in  such  a  way  that,  if  rejected,  tt  will  not 
prevent  a  certain  amendment  from  being 
nxwed,  5397 

Where  a  subsequent  amendment  has  been  made 
in  a  clause  a  prior  amendment  cannot  be 
moved,  but  a  senator  can  test  the  question 
by  moving  the  omission  of  the  same  words 
where  second  occurring,  ^82 

If  a  senator  desires  to  move  for  an  increase 
of  a  gratuity  he  must  submit  a  request, 
but  be  may  move  for  a  reduction  of  the 
amount  by  way  of  amendment,  too6i 

An  amendment  to  bring  one  provision  of  a 
Bill  into  operation  at  a  later  date  than  that 
of  the  assent  to  the  Bill  is  in  order,  11909 

Cuaemi  Tariff  Bill.— All  motioof  to  secure 
alterations  mast  be  moved  as  requests, 
7623-4 


DUNGS — Chaiuman  OF  CouMimMS—ccniinued. 

Where  an  item  is  subject  to  two  rates  of  duty, 
the  rate  in  the  general  Tariff  must  be  dealt 
with  before  the  rate  in  the  preferential 
Tariff  can  be  considered,  7624,  7685,  7755, 
8296 

It  is  permissible  fox  a  senator  to  move  a  re- 
quest for  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  any 
item,  or  for  one  or  more  articles  in  an 
item  to  be  made  free,  or  for  an  article 
covered  by  but  not  mentioned  in  an  item  to 
be  included  therein  or  made  free,  7624 

It  is  not  permissible  for  a  senator  to  move 
a  request  for  the  insertion  of  a  new  item, 
'  7624 ;  or  for  the  omission  of  a  duty,  7710, 
'7946,  or  an  item,  81 16,  or  a  paragraph  of 
an  item,  850J,  88it,  or  an  article  not  men* 
tioned  in  an  item,  8280,  or  any  words  whioh 
have  been  agreed  to,  8622 

A  senator  cannot  move  an  amendment  relative 
to  the  rate  of  duty  in  a  request;  he  should 
vote  against  the  request,  and  it  negatived 
submit  a  request,  7625 

A  request  should  have  no  relation  to  the  date 
in  a  column,  7710 

Where  the  Committee  has  decided  io  favour  of 
a  lower  duty  on  Itquorice,  a  senator  cannot 
move  a  request  for  a  higher  duty,  but  he 
may  move  ^  request  to  insert  a  new  para- 
graph dealing  with  high-grade  liquorice, 
7758 

Before  another  request  can  be  moved,  the  re- 
quest in'  possession  of  the  Committee  must 
be  withdrawn,  7646,  7658,  8115,  8134,  8298, 
863a,  955^;  or  disposed  of,  8iit,  8221,  839S 

An  item,  if  postponed  generally,  cannot  be 
dealt  with  until  the  schedule  has  been  gone 
through,  7826 

An  amendment  to  postpone  a  Tariff  item  untiT 
a  pending  election  has  been  completed  is 
irrelevant,  and  therefore  cannot  be  accepted, 
7826 

If  a  request  to  make  an  item  free  be  negatived, 
a  senator  may  move  a  request  to  alter  its 
wording,  8103 ;  but  the  latter  cannot  be 
moved  until  the  former  has  been  dealt  with, 
8111 

After  a  request  to  make  an  item  free  and  a 
request  to  alter  its  wording  have  been  dealt 
with,  a  senator  cannot  move  a  request 
respecting  the  duty,  81 16;  but  where,  owing 
to  a  ruling,  some  confusion  has  arisen,  it 
may  be  done  bv  unanimous  consent.  8116 

The  proper  course  is  for  the  Committee  to 
deal  first  with  the  wording  of  an  item  and 
then  with  the  duty,  8ri6,  81 17,  8326 

A  footiiote  is  merelv  for  the  information  of 
the  Committee,  and  is  not  part  of  the  Bill, 
Srao 

A  request  to  fix  a  duty  "on  nn  ad  valorem 
basis"  is  open  to  amendment  by  substitut- 
ing for  those  words  "  at  ^o  per  cent,  or 
t6s.  per  dosen,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,"  or  similar  words,  8318 

If  a  request  to  fix  a  duty  "  on  an  «^  valorem 
basis"  be  defeated,  it  will  still  be  open  to 
a  senator  to  move  a  request  for  a  duty  of 
so  much  per  dozen  on  the  article,  or  a  cer- 
tain  percentage,  whichever  rate  returns  the 
higher  duty,  Sjig 

After  the  Committee  has  dealt  with  a  request 
for  an  ad  valorem  duty  on  an  article,  it  is- 
still  coBpetent  for  a  request  for  a  compo^te 
duty,  or  a  request  for  ^&xe44il^  to  be 
mored,  8319    Digitized  by  VjUOglC 
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Rulings — Chaissun  of  Coiuanns — eonitnued. 
On  a  request  to  raise  the  duty  on  an  hem  in 
the  general  Tariff  to  a  certain  amount,  a 
senator  cannot  move  an  amendment  to  raise 
the  duty  in  each  column  to  a  lesser  amount, 
to  be  collected  on  the  issue  of  a  proclama- 
tion ;  it  can  be  moved  as  a  sub-paragraph  of 
the  item  after  the  request  baa  been  disposed 
of,  8410 

If  a  senator  desires  a  higher  duty  than  that 
proposed  in  a  request,  he  may  move  an 
amendment  to  substilute  :i  higher  figure, 
8441 ;  but  the  practice  has  been  to  take  first 
a  proposal  for  a  higher  duty,  and  it  will  be 
continued,  8444 

After  a  request  to  raise  a  duty  has  been  car- 
ried, a  senator  cannot  move  a  request  for 
the  insertion  of  a  paragraph  to  bring  the 
increased  duty  into  force  on  the  issue  of  a 
proclamation,  8444 

A  request  to  exempt  from  duty  certain,  articles 
in  an  item  takes  priority  of  a  request  to 
make  the  item  free,  8588 

"Where  a  request  to  insert  *'  n.e.i."  after 
"weighbridges"  has  been  agreed  to,  a 
senator  cannot  move  a  request  for  the  omis- 
■»on  of  that  word ;  but  he  may  move  a  re- 
quest for  the  insertion  of  a  paragraph 
making  "Weighbridges,  n.e.i.,"  dutiable  at 
same  rate,  8622 

A  request  to  insert  words  qualifying  an  ac- 
cepted request  is  not  contradictory  of  a  pre- 
vious decision,  and  is  in  order,  8046,  S711 

A  request  to  add  ft  paragraph  modifying  or 
qualifying  a  paragraph  which  has  been 
disposed  of  is  not  in  order,  8695 

A  request  to  deal  in  a  separate  paragraph  with 
an  article  already  included  in  the  item  must 
be  submitted  before  the  duties  under  the  last 
paragraph  of  such  item  are  considered;  but, 
after  those  dutieshave been  settled,  a  senator 
is  entitled  to  move  a  request  for  the  addition 
■of  a  jiaragraph  referring  to  some  atlicle  in- 
cluded in  a  subsequent  item,  861)5 

"When  the  last  par.igraph  of  an  item  has  been 
disposed  of  the  whole  item  has  been  dealt 
with  fmally,  unless  a  senator  desires  to  move 
a  request  to  add  a  paragraph  referring  to 
an  article  in  a  subsequent  item,  8695 

After  the  body  of  a  paragraph  of  an  item 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  before  the  duties 
have  been  considered,  a  senator  may  move 
a  request  for  the  insertion  of  a  parapraph 
to  admit  free,  "  as  prescribed  by  depart- 
mental by-laws,"  certain  articles  mentioned 
in  the  paragraph.  But  after  a  paragraph  of 
an  item,  or  an  item,  has  been  disposed  of, 
the  Committer  cannot  go  back  upon  its  de- 
cision thereon,  8710-2,  8718 

The  body  of  an  item  must  be  dealt  with  first, 
and  a  senator  may  submit  a  request  to  omit 
words  therefrom,  or  to  add  words  thereto,  or 
to  provide  in  a  new  paragrapli  an  alternative 
rourse  in  regard  to  articles  specified  in  such 
item,  8712 

If  a  senator  wishes  to  secure  the  fref  rdmis- 
sion  of  an  article  mentioned  in  a  parayraph 
of  an  item  he  should  move  first  a  request 
to  omit  the  article  therefrom  and  then  a  re- 
quest to  provide  in  a  new  paragraph  for  its 
free  admission.  After  the  bodv  of  the  para- 
graph has  been  agreed  to  it  is  too  late  to 
submit  such  requests;  but  it  is  still  competent 
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to  propose  a  request  to  provide  in  a  new 
paragraph    for   tJie    free   admission    of  the 
article  subject  to  departmental  by-laws,  8718 

\Vhen  the  rate  of  dut^  on  a  paragraph  of  an 
item  is  under  consideration  a  senator  can- 
not move  a  request  for  certain  articles  in- 
cluded in  the  paragraph  to  be  admitted  free 
under  &  new  paragraph,  subject  to  depart- 
mental by-taws,  8746 

A  request  for  the  reduction  of  a  duty  by  t 
per  cent,  cannot  >bc  received  because  the 
amount  is  not  of  a.  substantial  character ; 
2^  per  cent,  is  the  smallest  reduction^  as 
compared  with  the  previous  request,  which 
can  be  proposed,  9047-8 

It  is  not  necessary  for  ft  senator  to  ask  for 
the  withdrawal  of  a  request  in  respect  of 
which  no  question  was  stated  from  the 
Chair,  9087,  or,  in  such  circumstances,  to 
ask  leave  to  amend  a  request,  0672 

Where  a  request  to  omit  an  article  from  an 
item,  and  to  make  it  free  under  a  separate 
paragraph  has  been  defeated,  it  is  compe- 
tent to  submit  a  request  to  omit  the  article 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  a  lower  duty 
under  a  separate  paragraph,  9242 

The  body  of  a  request  for  a  new  paragraph 
may  be  put  first  and  the  rate  of  duty 
afterwards,  9264'6 

A  request  to  deal  separately  with  certain 
articles  in  an  item  does  not,  if  carried, 
prevent  a  senator  from  moving  a  request  to 
insert  some  words  in  a  later  part  of  the 
item,  gagr 

Where 'a  request  to  reduce  a  duty  from  i  ^  to 
10  per  cent,  has  been  negatived,  a  senator 
cannot  move  a  request  to  free  the  article; 
he  can  only  move  for  a  duty  between  15 
and  10  per  cent.,  9204 

After  the  rates  of  duty  on  an  item  have  beeo 
settled,  a  senator  may  move  a  request  to 
take  out  any  articles  not  specifically  men- 
tioned in  the  item,  and  to  embody  them  in 
a  new  paragraph,  9374 

A  request  which  is  a  modification  of,  and 
does  not  go  so  far  as  a  rejected  request  caa 
be  received,  964^ 

A  paragraph  of  au  item  must  be  disposed  of 
before  a  senator  can  move  a  request  to  deal 
separately  with  articles  not  specifically 
mentioned  therein,  9797,  9919 

A  request  which  has  not  yet  been  staled  from 
the  Chair  may  be  moved  in  any  form  that 
the  proposer  wishes,  9815 

To  negative  a  motion  that  a  retjuest  be  not 
pressed  is  tantamotmt  to  affirming  that  the 
request  is  persisted  in,  10844 

When  it  is  moved  that  a  request  be  not  pressed 
a  modification,  if  desired,  should  be  sub- 
mitted in  the  form  of  an  amendment,  which, 
if  carried,  will  become  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  ro847-  Where  the  request  covered 
two  articlei  a  modification  may  be  proposed 
ID  respect  of  each  article,  10S53-4 

When  merely  the  inclusion  of  an  article  in  aa 
item  was  requested,  and  it  is  proposed  not 
to  press  the  request,  a  senator  cannot  move 
an  amendment  in  favour  of  making  the 
whole  item  free;  but  he  may  submit  a 
modification  asking  the  other  House  to  moke 
the  article  free  in  a  separate  paragraph  or  to 
im^ae  a  higher  or  lower  duty  on  tb» 
article,  10953  r^r^nXo 
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Ad  ameadmeat  as  to  the  rate  of  duty  on  an 
article  cannot  be  proposed  after  an  amend- 
ment embodying  the  principle  of  no  duty 
has  been  added  to  a  motion  not  to  press  a 
request,  except  in  that  regard,  11226-7 

Debate.— -Otk  an  amendment  to  a  clause  a 
senator  cannot  discuss  the  whole  Bill,  1044. 
1051 

It  is  not  regular  to  discuss  on  a  clause  the 
principle  of  the  BiU,  10059,  10063,  1^103 

The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 1051,  1485,  1496,  1501,  1505,  1506, 
IS08,  1943,  1952,  2766,  2858,  2863,  2865, 
2961,  3084,  3157,  3401,  3405,  3470, 
4046-7,  4073-4>  407*^  4932-3.  5"4.  5663-5, 
5669-71,  5885,  5902,  5904,  5986,  7824,  8645. 
H9S2,  9000,  10294-6,  10390,  1 1904,  12148,  ex- 
cept when  a  senator  is  making  a  personal 
explanation,  5045 

On  a  Supply  BiU,  a  senator  cannot  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  TariS  Commision,  1942,  or 
the  necessity  for  the  revision  of  the  Tariff, 
1946;  or  the  utterances  of  the  Minister  on 
the  subject  of  unification,  8995;  or  fhe  de- 
fence scheme  as  it  affects  the  cadets,  8998 

A  senator  cannot  anticipate  the  discussion  of  a 
proposal  which  has  been  foreshadowed,  3574  ; 
or  of  an  item  in  the  schedule  of  a  Bill, 
8142,  8870  ^ 

A  senator  is  guilty  of  tedious  repetition  tf  he 
repeats  a  statement  be  has  made  several 
times,  4923,  or  a  number  of  times,  12035 

The  debate  on  an  item  in  the  Tariff  ^ould  be 
relevant,   7624,   7629,    7669,   7671,  7688-9, 

7693-4.  77^8,  7738  0.  7769-70,  7779.  7833* 
7862,  7867,  7896,  7906,  7913,  7921,  7955, 
8117-8,  8146,  8203,  8216,  8254,  8317,  8323, 
8330,  8342,  8440,  8407,  8415,  8442,  8456, 
8460,  8465,  846;,  8468.  8674,  8683,  8704, 
8:54.  8758-9,  8803,  9084,  9297,  9362-3,  9376, 
9378.  93^^,  9386,  954'.  90'^8,  10850,  10S69, 
10931,  10940,  10955-6,  11229,  12103 

It  is  not  out  of  order  to  make  an  incidental 
reference  to  another  item  in  so  far  as  it 
affects  the  item  under  consideration,  7921 

A  senator  may  slate  his  reasons  for  moving  the 
po5tponemi.nt  of  the  consideration  of  a  Tariff 
Item,  7810;  on  a  motion  to  postpone  an  item 
or  a  number  of  items  be  cannot  discuss  a 
whole  division,  or  wander  all  over  the 
Tariff,  81 18 

The  question  whether  a  Minister  can,  within 
the  Standing  Orders,  answer  questions  can- 
not be  raised  in  Committee  on  a  Bill,'  7827 

When  a  Ministerial  statement  has  been  made 
on  a  Tariff  item  it  may  oaXy  be  discussed 
by  the  leaders  of  the  respective  parties,  un- 
less the  Committee  decide  to  allow  a  general 
discussion,  7896 

After  perfect  quiet  has  been  restored,  a  senator 
should  either  proceed  with  his  speech  or  re- 
sume his  seat;  if  he  does  not  continue  his 
speech  the  question  will  be  put,  8211 

When  reasonable  order  is  being  maintained  a 
senator  should  proceed  with  his  speech, 
8744 

A  senator,  if  called  bv  the  Chair,  has  the  right 
to  discuss  an  item  without  moving  any  re- 
quest ;  it  is  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy  if  a 
senator  gives  way  to  another  who  wisnes  to 
propose  a  lower  rate  of  duty,  8233-4 
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On  a  Tariff  item  a  senator  may  discuss  the 
tactics  of  a  company  in  other  countries  as 
well  as  in  Australia,  8431 ;  but  the  lack  of 
administration  on  the  part  of  the  U.S.  Go- 
vernment has  DO  relevancy  to  the  item, 
843» 

Tedious  repetition  is  not  allowed,  8746,  9915^ 
12035 

Decorum, — It  is  a  breach  of  decorum  for  a 
senator  to  bring  into  the  chamber  a  pillow 
for  the  purpose  of  steepinn  ttiereon ;  it 
should  be  removed  by  him,  8747 

Divisions. — Until  the  second  teller  is  appointed 
a  senator  is  entitled  to  cross  the  floor,  and 
his  vote  cannot  be  challenged  on  that  groundj 
2962 

It  is  not  competent  for  the  Chair  to  order  the 
insertion  01  a  senator's  name  in  a  divi»oa 
list,  7047;  except  where  his  presence  was 
overlooked  by  the  teller,  9646 

A  senator  who  is  crossing  the  Soor  when  the 
tellers  are  appointed  may  vote  as  he  desires; 
but  a  senator  who  crosses  the  floor  after  that 
event  cannot;  his  vote  must  be  tr;insferred, 
8165 

Any  senator  has  the  right  to  ask  that  a  ques- 
tion shall  be  divided,  and  its  parts  put 
separately,  8803,  9563 

If  a  senator  passes  the  centre  of  the  table 
before  the  Chair  has  finished  naming  him  as 
a  teller  for  the  noes,  he  may  vote  with  the 
ayes,  8810 

A  senator  who  gave  his  voice  with  the  noes 
may  vote  with  the  ayes,  Q2f)6 

When  a  division  is  called  for,  senators  should 
leave  the  table  or  writing  desks  and  take 
their  places  on  one  side  of  the  chamber  or 
the  other,  9646 

Excise  Tariff  Bill. — It  is  not  competent  for 
the  Chair  to  receive  a  request  for  the  im- 
position of  a  duty  on  an  article  containing 
a  substance  which  is  not  included  in  the 
schedule,  10014-20 

Interrupticns.  —  All  interjections  are  dis- 
orderly, i486,  57S0,  8260,  8459,  9289,  9255 

Senators  should  not  interject  after  the  speaker 
has  objected  to  being  interrupted,  8213, 
ro955 ;  or  converse  in  loud  tones,  S399 

Senators  should  extend  to  the  speaker  that 
courtesy  which  all  have  the  right  to  clnira, 
9363 

Language.  ParUamentary. — A  senator  is  en- 
titled to  criticise  the  remarks  of  a  senator 
relative  to  a  proposal  which  he  intends  to 
submit  when  the  opportunity  arises,  and 
also  the  views  which  he  thinks  Ministers 
take  of  that  proposal,  671 

A  senator  in  not  out  of  order  in  characterising 
as  a  lie  a  statement  which  the  speaker  had 
denounced  ns  a  lie  to  a  public  meeting, 
5045 ;  or  in  describing  as  "  detestable" 
the  methods  which  have  marked  proceedings 
on  the  Tariff,  9296 ;  or  in  accusing  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Victoria  of  doing  all  they  can 
to  block  justice  from  being  meted  out  to 
other  States,  rog54 

The  application  of  the  term  "rubbish"  to  a 
senator's  remarks  is  not  out  of  order,  8450 

An  interjection  that  a  speech  is  delaying  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  is  not  a  reflection  on 
the  speaker,  since  every  ^eech  causes  de- 
lay,  5780  Digitized  by  Google 
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language,  U nferliameniary. — Not  ia  order — 
to  accuse  a  senator  of  doing  an  improper 

thins,  ^70;  telling  a  lie,  5044;  making 

false   and   misleading  itatements,   589r ; 

misrepresentation,  8314 
to  allude  to  a  senator  as  an  ass,  8458;  a 

fool,  8464;   a  consnmmate  ass,  9363;  a 

phonograph,  10955 
to  ascribe  to  a  senator  crawlsomencss*" 

936S 

to   reflect   upon   the   President,   5134 ;  the 
Committee,  9290  -.   the  Chair,  9296 ;  the 
Chamber,  9807 
to  refer  to  any  proposal  before  the  Commit- 
tee as  a  job,  148);  immoial,  7951;  de< 
grading,  9807 
to  shout  remarks  at  the  Chair,  5044 
to  state  that  senators  are   playing  a  poli- 
tical  game,  8696 ;  or  wish  to  damn  the 
farmer,  9167 
to  interject  when  a  ruling  is  being  given,  5671 
to  remark  that  the  statement  of  a  senator  is 
untrue,  7856J  blather,  8459;  inane  trash, 
9761 

to   speak   of    "  the   brutal    force   of  the 

majority  of  niimbexs,"  9386 
to  use  concerning  another  place  the  term 
**  trick,"  10930,  or  "  despicable  proceed- 
ing," or  "  nefarions  proceeding,"  10951 
If  a  remark  is  offensive  to  a  senator  it  must 

be  withdrawn,  3470,  8214,  84(14,  8696 
The  use  of  an  objectionable  expression  should 
be  taken  exception  to  at  once,  and  not  after- 
wards, 8458-9 
Points  0/  Order. — If  a  point  of  order  is  not 
taken  when  the  Chairman  iiiiiinates  to  the 
mover  of  a  proposition  that  in  his  opinion 
it  is  admissible,  that  does  not  prevent  a  sena- 
tor from  raisinj^  at  a  later  stage  the  question 
of  its  inadmissibility^  3479 
When  a  senator  moves  the  omission  of  certain 
words  with  a  view  to  substitute  other  words, 
no  point  of  order  as  to  the.  latter  words  can 
be  taken  until  the  question  of  their  inser* 
tion  is  before  the  Committee,  3^74, 
A  point  of  order  cannot  be  raised  on  an  inter- 
jection, 7827;  ur  Tci  L\ed  after  an  objection 
to  a  decision  lias  bfiM  t^iken,  7807 
The  question  of  whether  it  is  necessiary  to  re- 
cord a  senator'^  remaiks  in  Hansard  is  not 
a  point  of  order,  8283 
Quctations  and  References. — A  senator  may 
make  a  statement  of  the  facts  contained  in 
a  (iocument   referring   to   a  debate  of  the 
current  session,  7978 
It  is  out  of  order  to  refer  to  a  later  item,  8r43, 
S870,  9814,  or  a  previous  item,  8659,  9813 ; 
to  comment  on  an  incident  that  is  closed, 
8459 ;  to  discuss  past  votes,  9057 
It  is  out  of  order  to  read  extracts  from  a 
newspaper  or  other  document,  except  Han- 
sard, referring  to  a  debate  in  the  Senate 
during  the  same  session,  10847-8,  10868 
It  is  not  permissible  to  allude  to  a  debate  or 
proceeding    in   another    place,    873a,  8879, 
H237;  to  any  debate  of  the  current  session 
in  the  other  House,  or  to  any  measure  im- 
pending therein,  10847-8;  to  the  debates  of 
another    place   on   the    subject  before  the 
Chair,  tiaaS 
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A  senator  may  refer  to  the  sources  fraoi 
whidi  he  thinks  the  Ministry  receives  his  in- 
formation, 8778;  or  reply  to  an  explanatioa 
made  by  a  Minister,  9278 

If  a  Minister  says  that  the  Govemmeni  had 
made  a  vigorous  fight  for  an  item,  without 
stating  where  it  was  made,  he  is  not  out  of 
order,  11238 

Right  of  Speech. — Only  leaders  of  parties  are 
entitled  to  refer  to  a  Ministerial  statement, 
7896 

The  Chairman  is  itound  to  call  upon  the  first 
senator  who,  in  rising,  catches  his  eye ;  the 
fact  that  a  senator|^has  given  notice  of,  or 
intimated  an  intention  to  move,  a  request 
gives  him  no  right  of  priority,  8097 

Rulings. — If  a  senator  disputes  a  ruling,  be 
should  state  at  once  his  t^jection  in  writing, 

J 045,  15669 ;  otherwise  it  should  be  obeyed, 
318,  8415,  8458,  9294,  9297 

Strangers. — The  presence  of  persons  within 
the  precincts  of  the  chamber  is  not  a  matter 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chairman ; 
his  authority  is  limited  to  what  takes  place 
in  Committee,  8778 

A  senator  is  not  entitled  to  rise  to  speak  un- 
less the  speaker  chooses  to  give  way  to  him, 
9389 

Susfemion  of  Sitting. — Where  a  sessicmal  order 
fixes  a  time  for  the  resumption  of  a  sitting, 
it  must  be  observed,  8092 

At  the  wish  of  the  Committee  a  sitting  maj 
be  suspended,  8092,  S74S 

\See  Pearce,  Senator  (Speeches).] 

Chairman,  Tamporary. 

Senator  Dobson. 

Debate. — The  remarks  of  a  senator  most  be 

relevant  to  the  question,  8741,  9385 
Documents. — ^A  document  quoted  from  by  a 

private  senator  niav  be  ordered  to  be  laid 

upon  the  table,  7995 
Quorum. — No   senator    ought    to    leave  the 

chamber  after  attention  has  been  called  to 

the  absence  of  a  quorum,  8743 
Quotations  and  References. — A  senator  hat  no 

right  to  allude  to  a  debate  in  another  place, 

S742 

Senator  McCoUi 

Bills. — A  request  to  take  an  article  out  of  aa 
item  of  the  Tariff,  and  to  subject  it  to  s 
lower  rste  of  dutv  in  a  separate  paragraph 
is  put  to  the  Committee  as  a  whole,  and 
not  in  parts,  9246-S 

After  the  Committee  has  carried  a  request  to 
take  an  article  out  of  an  item  imposiiu; 
a  duty  of  15  per  cent.,  and  to  make  U 
dutiable  at  5  per  cent,  in  a  separate  para- 
graph, and  then  negatived  a  request  for  m 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  British  imports 
under  the  original  item,  it  is  competent 
for  a  senator  to  submit  a  request  for  1 
duty  of  IS  per  cent,  on  British  imports 
under  the  new  paragraph,  Q348 

A  request  to  insert  a  definition  of  "  super- 
ficial foot "  should  be  moved  at  the  end 
of  the  item,  and  not  at  the  end  of  the 

first  paragraph  •h'*reo(r'<}45*» 
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RL'LINGS — CUAIKUAN,  TkHFOKAST — cffnttntttd. 
\Vbere  a  senator  desires  an  article  in  a  para- 
graph of  an  item  to  be  admitted  at  a 
lower  duty  he  should  submit  a  request  for 
a  separate  paragraph  for  that  purpose, 
9831 

Debate, — tn  discussing  an  item  in  the  Tariff, 
a  senator  may  show,  at  a  reasonable  lengthi 
that  a  local  company  are  able  to  carry  cat 
what  they  profess^  8395 

On  an  item  dealing  with  the  manufactures  of 
metals  a  senator  may  refer  to  tins,  but  not 
to  their  contents,  8749 

The  discussion  should  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 8749.  8753 

Decorum, — A  senator  is  not  guilty  of  objec- 
tionable conduct  in  resuming  a  sleeping 
posture  on  a  bench  immediately  after  he 
has  raised  a  point  of  order,  8749 

Divisions. — Voting  is  optional  in  the  case  of 
the  occupant  of  the  Chair,  8757 

Point  of  order  as  to  the  admissibility  of  a 
request  should  not  be  raised  until  the  ques- 
tion has  been  stated,  9047 

Senator  NcitD. 

Bills. — A  senator  will  be  out  of  order  in 
sabmitting  a  proposition  in  a  jocular  spirit, 
8663 

An  amendment,  extending  a  bounty  to  articles 
not  provided  for  in  the  schedule  and  there- 
fore extending  the  destination  of  the  bounty 
is  not  in  order,  4161 

Where  three  requests  have  been  submitted  in 
one  motion  they  will  be  put  separately, 
8668 

Before  another  request  can  be  submitted  the 
requeiit  before  the  Committee  most  be  dealt 

with,  9185 

When  a  request  to  omit  certain  articles  from 
an  item  in  order  to  put  them  in  a  new 
paragraph  has  been  carried  it  is  not  im- 
perative to  deal  at  once  with  a  request  for 
the  insertion  of  the  new  paragraph:  the 
matter  is  one  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Committee,  9935 

When  the  rates  of  duty  on  an  item  are  be- 
fore the  Chair  a  senator  may  submit  a 
request  for  the  imposition  of  lower  rates 
until    a   certain    proclamation    is  issued, 

Deiate.-~— The  temporary  occupant  of  the  chair 
is  unable  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  a 
q^uestion,  8449 

The  discussion  on  a  question  must  be  relevant, 
9082,  9084,  91S9,  11243,  "250 

Divisions. — It  is  not  possible  to  remove  from  a 
division  list  the  name  of  a  senator  who  has 
broken  a  pair,  S240 

If  when  a  question  is  put,  any  senators  call 
Aye,  and  no  senator  calls  No,  the  Chair 
has  no  option  but  to  declare  the  question 
carried ;  but  if  the  Committee  so  desire 
the  question  may  be  put  again,  9549-53 

Language,  farliamentary. — It  is  not  out  of 
order  to  make  a  statement  of  so  jitteriy 
indefinite  a  character  as  "on  every  occa- 
sion we  find  the  members  of  the  socialistic 
party  banded  together  against  the  fanner," 
86i3 

Language,  Un farliamentary. — ^Not  in  order — 
to  say  that  the  statement  of  a  senator  is  not 
true,  iia4()-50 


Rulings — Chairman,  Teuporaby — continued. 

The  statement  that  a  senator  had  betrayed 
every  political  principle  is  highly  objection- 
able, and,  if  taken  exception  to,  must  be 
withdrawn,  11250 

Personal  Explanation  can  be  made  in  the- 
course  of  a  speech  only  by  the  consent  of 
the  mover,  8a4.> 

Quotations  and  References. — A  scoatoi  may 
not  discuss  a  point  which  has  been  decided. 
8614 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Adjournment  of  Debate. — A  member  desiring 
the  adjournment  of  a  debate  loses  his  op- 
portunity to  move  to  that  effect  if  he  con- 
tinues to  speak  for  a  few  minutes  before 
doing  so,  467,  468,  10455 

Before  concluding  his  speech  a  member  may 
ask  leave  to  continue  his  remarks,  which 
leave  must  be  given  unanimously,  46S 

If  there- be  dissent  from  a  request  for  leave 
to  continue  his  remarks^  and  the  member 
maldng  the  request  contmues  and  resumes 
his  seat  he  cannot  speak  again  in  the  debate, 
468 

A  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  a  debate 
must  be  put  without  debate,  10437 

Adjournment  {Format). — The  Speaker  must 
judge  of  the  urgency  of  the  matter,  to 
discuss  when  a  formal  motion  of  adjourn- 
ment is  moved,  by  the  remarks  of  the 
member  moving  the  motion,  12159 

The  violation  of  the  wages  award  in  the 
agricultural  implement  industry  is,  in  view 
of  the  early  close  of  the  session,  a  matter 
of  urgent  public  importance,  I2r59 

Adjournment  of  House. — The  Minister  having 
replied  to  the  debate  on  his  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  the  debate  is 
closed,  10463 

Amendments. — On  the  motion  "  That  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,"  it  is  not  competent 
to  move  as  an  amendment  the  addition  of 
words  requiring  the  carriage  of  perishab'e 
products  m  Government  steamers,  600 

Questions  affecting  amendments  should  be 
raised  in  Committee  on  the  Bill  to  which 
they  refer,  1056,  1379 

No  amendment  can  be  made  in  a  schedule  to 
a  Bounties  Bill  which  would  enable  any 
bounty  to  be  payable  in  respect  of  any  item 
not  already  provided  for  in  the  schedule  to 
the  Bill  as  presented.  1315 

It  is  not  forbidden  by  the  Standing  Orders, 
but  it  has  not  been  Fhe  practice,  to  make 
amendments  in  a  schedule  to  a  Bill  attering 
the  appropriation  provided  for  if  before 
the  Bill  as  amended  is  reported  a  message 
is  received  covering  the  appropriation  re- 
quired by  the  amended  schedule,  1,116 

A  Bill  may  be  amended  so  as  to  dptermlne 
that  a  certain  amount  shall  be  paid  under 
it  in  any  year — either  earlier  or  later — 
provided  that  there  is  no  increase  in  the 
total  appropriation,  or  any  new  destination 
of  any  vote.  i;i8o 

An  amendment — that  the  money  for  the  boun- 
ties be  raised  by  means  of  direct  taxation — 
cannot  be  moved  on  the  third  reading  of  a 
Bill  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
bounties,  1409  ^  j 
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RuUNGS — Mr.  SpeiIKEK — eontinued. 

An  amendment  moved  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Manufacturet  Encouragement  Bill 
that,  to  the  question,  "  That  this  Bill  be 
fiow  read  a  second  time,"  the  following 
-words  be  added — "  and  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  be  instructed  to  incorporate  in  the 
Sill  provision  for  the  nationalization  of  the 
iron  industry,"  is  in  order  since  it  is  not  an 
*'  instruction "  within  the  meaning  of 
standing  orders  Nos.  318,  349,  and  251, 
but  a  "  resolution  strictly  relevant  to  the 
4lill "  wiihTn  the  meaning  of  standing  ordet 
No.  152,  6233-5 

An  amendment  to  a  Bill  cannot  be  moved 

on  the  sec<md  reading,  6279 
No  more  than  two  amendments  to  a  motion 

can  be  before  the  House  at  the  same  time, 

9350 

On  the  motion  "That  this  (Surplus  Revenue) 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"  an  amend- 
ment moved  to  omit  the  words  after  "That" 
■with  a  view  to  insert  "the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months  "  must  be 
temporarily  withdrawn,  to  enable  an 
amendment  to  be  put  for  the  omissiop  of 
the  words  after  "That"  with  a  view  to  insert 
"the  consideration  of  this  Bill  be  postponed 
until  the  financial  relations  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  States  can  be  dealt  with  as  a 
whole ;"  because  the  latter  amendment  would 
anticipate  the  issue  raised  bv  the  former. 

An  amendment  can  be  withdrawn  only  by  leave 
of  the  House,  10406 

An  amendment  proposing  an  increase  of  any 
tax,  rate,  or  duty  cannot  be  moved  by  a 
non-oflicial  member  in  any  committee  on  any 
Bill;  but  on  the  initiation  of  a  Hill  when 
the  House  is  dealing  with  the  preliminary 
resolutions  relating  to  the  imposition  of 
duties  any  member  may  move  such  an 
amendment,  10486 

No  amendment  can  be  moved  upon  a  motioL 
on  the  business-paper  until  the  motion  is 
called  on,  11050 

It  is  the  practice  lo  state  reasons  why  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Sen.ite  are  not  agreed 
to ;  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  adopt  a 
•iimilar  practice  in  dealing  with  requests, 
"579 

JSills. — If  after  a  Bill  received  f rom  the 
Senate  has  been  read  a  first  time,  it  should 
be  discovered  that  there  is  anything  in  it 
to  which  objection  can  be  taken  on  the 
ground  that  it  infringes  the  privileges  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Speaker  to  call  attcntioo  to  the  fact, 
IQ26 

The  Commonweaith  Salnries  Bill  not  being  a 
Bill  to  appropriate  revenue  or  moneys,  ot  to 
levy  taxation  does  not  contravene  section  53 
of  the  Constitution,  and  was  not  improperly 
originated  in  the  Senate,  386a 

If  a  Bill  transmitted  from  the  Senate  is 
found  to  have  been  originated  in  contraven- 
tion of  section  53  of  the  Constitution,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Speaker  when  he  becomes 
aware  of  the  circumstances  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  3S62 


R[n.iNGS — Ms.  Speakeb — eontinued, 

Susiiuii,  Order  of. — It  is  the  practice  for  the 
Leader  of  the  House  to  submit  motions  af< 
fecting  the  order  of  businesi,  10136;  bat 
members  who  have  motions  on  the  pftper 
may  object,  10126 

The  absence  of  members  who  have  motions  on 
the  paper  does  not  preclude  the  House  from 
going  on  with  other  business,  ioia6 

Chairman  of  Committees. — A  motion  for  the 
suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders,  and 
motions  for  the  appointment  of  Committees 
of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  having 
been  agreed  to,  Mr.  'Speaker  remains  in  the 
chair  until  provision  is  made  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  either  a  tem|>orary  or  a  per* 
manent  Chairman  of  Committees,  83 

Orders  of  the  Day  having  been  postponed  for 
a  definite  purpose,  it  is  competent  for  a 
motion  in  furtherance  of  that  purpose  to  be 
moved,  83;  but  a  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  permanent  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees would  require  a  further  postpone- 
ment of  the  Orders  of  the  Day  before  it 
could  be  moved,  '82 

The  ruling  of  the  Chairman  should  be  asked 
on  questions  as  to  the  order  in  which  the 
items  of  a  Tariff  shall  be  taken,  after  the 
Tariff  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  35S7 

Committees. — When  the  House  has  referred  a 
measure  to  a  Committee  in  the  way  in 
which  the  Tariff  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  it  will  refuse, 
by  specific  motion,  to  direct  the  Committee 
as  to  the  conduct  of  its  business  in  any 
matter  within  the  power  of  the  Committee, 
35S7 

Conduct,  Disorderly. — It  is  not  in  order  for 
members  to  make  remarks,  or  to  move 
about  the  chamber  while  Mr.  Speaker  is 
addressing  the  House,  184,  3765,  3856,  6026, 
I04SS 

Conversations  should  not  take  place  within 
the  chamber  while  a  member  is  speaking, 
26,  184,  1679,  1749,  187:,  2237,  a68Q,  ayqo. 
3936.   3905.  4»79.  6026,    6135,  6138,  6r46, 

6);6.  6369,  6434,  6438,  74C0,  ro757,  11711, 
1 1823 

Debate. — Must  be  relevant  to  the  question, 
82,  796.  8t8,  13(14.  '403,  1400,  1934-5,  xrfii, 
2240,  2801,  3418,  3760-74,  i8e6,  3860,  3046, 
396S.  6r63,  6186,  6233,  62^,  6439,  74S3. 
7506,  9038-9,  9I20-I,  0580,  Q59».  087;. 
10443,  10454,  ro46o-i,  11633,  n75o-i,  ii7f^, 
11826-7,  "858,  11941-3 

A  member  in  speaking  must  address  the  Chair 
and  not  other  members,  204,  3766.  ri853 

In  a  debate  on  the  Address- in -Reply,  a  mem- 
ber may  refer  to  the  remarks  of  previottt 
speakers,  468 

A  member  is  not  at  libertj  to  speak  more 
than  once  on  a  motion  for  a  special  ad- 
journment of  the  House,  741 

It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  what  has 
occurred  in  the  Senate,  1402,  3851,  4178; 
or  to  a  Bill  before  that  Chamber,  ticHo, 
iao39 

The  relative  merits  of  direct  and  indirect 
taxation  should  not  be  debated  on  the  third 
reading  of  a  Bill  making  provision  for  the 
payment  of  bounties,  J409  . 
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-Rti-lNGs — Mr.  Speakeb — continued. 

The  Minister  having  replied  to  a  deb&te  the 
debate  is  closed,  1869,  3399,  10480 

It  is  very  undesirable  that  the  names  of  the 
household  of  His  Excellency  the  Govemor- 
Oeoeral  should  be  introduced  into  a  dis- 
cussion, 1S70 

It  is  not  ia  order  to  make  a  sintemeat  as  to 
the  provisions  contained  in  a  Bill  on  the 
motion  fixing  a  date  for  the  second  reading 
thereof,  1934-5 

It  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a  debate  which 
may  take  place  during  the  consideration  of 
AQ  Order  of  the  Day  already  on  the  busi- 
ness paper,  3895,  2900,  4794-5.  4843-  484S> 
4847,  4868,  4956,  569s,  6oa6,  6141-2,  6a3r-2, 
^T^t  ^33>  lOiSot  rt67o;  unless  the  Order 
be  rescinded,  11629;  or  the  Standing  Order 
dealing  with  the  matter  be  suspended, 
11635 

No  discussion  should  take  place  on  proceedings 
in  Committee  until  the  Committee  has  re- 
ported, ^299,  3361,  4343,  4461,  4646,  6144, 
6 181,  10699 

Debates  begun  in  Committee  cannot  be  con- 
tinued in  the  House,  3361 

A  member,  so  long  as  he  does  not  transgress 
the  Standing  Orders,  has  a  right  to  say 
what  he  pleases,  and  in  hii  own  way;  and 
no  attempt  should  be  made  to  limit  Ot  con- 
fine him  to  a  statement  of  what  others  may 
desire  him  to  say,  3413 

A  member  having  resumed  his  seat  is  not  en- 
titled to  rise  again  and  restune  his  speech : 
whenever  a  member  resumes  his  seat  it  is  an 
intimation  to  the  Prendtng  Officer  that  he 
has  concluded  his  speech,  3414,  10455 

Except  00  %  specific  motion  it  is  improper  to 
criticise  the  nction  of  Judges,  and  it  is  un- 
desirable that  their  names  should  be  men- 
tioned, 3860 

Remarks  made  upon  an  irrelevant  matter  in- 
troduced in  a  debate  mav  be  replied  to  in 
the  same  debate,  3948,  9589,  10456;  but  there 
should  not  be  a  general  discussion  of  the 
irrelevant  matter,  10458 

The  House  having  without  dissent  agreed  to 
the  continuance  of  a  debate  upon  a  formal 
motion  for  the  adjournment,  the  advisahilitv 
of  its  continuance  cannot  be  subsequently 
discussed,  1959 

The  repetition  of  a  statement  the  accuracy  of 
which  is  questioned  does  not  involve  a  point 
of  order, 

It  is  in  order  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Manufactures  Encourapcment  Bill  to  discuss 
the  nationnliziition  of  the  iron  industry,  613s 

A  comparison  of  the  results  of  the  working 
of  State  as  against  private  railways  is  in 
order  in  debating  a  proposal  for  the  na- 
tionalization of  the  iron  industry,  6340 

Remarks  calculated  to  stir  up  feeling  are 
undignified,  and  should  not  be  made, 
6288 

A  member  should  not  broadly  discuss  a  par- 

licul.ir  i>oli-v  on  n  measfr*  which  denis 
only  with  the  procedure  proposed  to  give 
effect  to  that  policy,  7474 
On  a  motion  licalinp  with  the  broad  nrincinles 
of  the  e'^lablishmcnt  of  old-aee  pensions,  it 
is  not  in  order  to  discuss  details  of  par- 
ticular schemes  to  give  effect  to  the  prin- 
ciple, 9324-5 


Rulings — Mr.  Speakeb — continued. 

On  the  question  proposing  the  imposition  of 
taxation  on  unimproved  land  values  to  pro- 
vide an  old-age  pension  fund  it  is  not  in 
order  to  discuss  exemptions  from  such 
taxation,  9346 

It  is  usual  for  one  member  to  accept  the 
assurance  of  another,  9346 

A  comparison  of  the  revenue  from  the  tariff 
of  1902  with  that  from  the  tariff  of  1907  is 
not  in  order  on  the  motion  for  the  second 

■   reading  of  the  Surplus  Revenue  Bill,  98^0 

References  to  the  personal  appearance  of  mem- 
bers are  very  undesirable,  10787 

It  is  not  in  order  to  canvass  a  decision  of  the 
House,  108 1 7 

A  member  is  tntitled  lo  deny  an  inacciiraie 
statement,  but  should  not  do  so  by  wr,v  of 
interjection  during  a  personal  explanniinn, 
1 1 178 

It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  a  previous  de- 
bate of  the  same  session,  11344 

A  member  may  speak  only  once  to  a  question 
unless  bv  way  of  personal  explanation, 
11636 

The  terms  of  Bill  shoultl  not  be  discussed 
on  the  preliminary  motion  for  the  appro- 
priation to  give  effect  to  its  provisions,  iif>-o 

It  was  not  in  order  on  the  seconti  reading  of 
the  -  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  to  discuss  the 
diviMion  of  surplus  revenue,  11750-1;  means 
for  the  settlement  of  the  fin.mcial  relations 
between  the  Commonwealth  and  the  State-,, 
11823,  1*826;  members  speaking  to  the  main 
question  were  confined  to  the  discussion  of 
the  pdvisablencss  of  passintr  or  not  passing 
the  nill,  and  on  the  amendment  to  the  a<l- 
visabilitv  of  deferring  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  until  some  agreement  had  been  come 
to  between  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
States,  11S27 

It  is  not  in  order  on  the  second  reading  of  a 
Supply  Bill  to  debate  a  matter  that  is  not 
dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  I3i8a 

The  only  course  open  to  members  on  the  third 
reading  of  a  Supply  Bill  is  to  accept  or  re- 
ject the  Bill  :  it  cannot  be  amended,  12196 

Divisions. — Leave  to  withdraw  a  call  for  a 
division  cannot  be  granted  on  the  request  of 
a  member  against  whom  the  decision  was  not 
given,  9481 

Documents  must  be  read  at  length  to  secure 
publication  in  Hansard,  o8-l7 

Exflanalions. — Remarks  which  can  properly 
be  made  in  Committee  should  not  be  made 
in  the  course  of  a  personal  explanation  to 
which  there  can  be  no  reply,  2652-3 

No  debate  is  permissible  on  1  personal  ex- 
planation,  265a,  3589 

II  is  not  in  (>T<ler  in  the  course  of  a  jiersonal 
explanation  to  anticipate  the  subject  of  a 
subsequent  debate,  2652-4 

A  member  may  make  a  personal  explanation 
in  order  lo  put  himself  right  with  the 
House  in  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  he  has 
been  misunderstood ;  but  in  doing  so  he  is 
not  entitled  to  bring  further  argument  to 
bear  on  the  question,  or  to  repeat  argu- 
ments which  have  already  been  used,  3419 

A  member  may  not  interrupt  the  speecil  of  an- 
other member  in  order  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  9347,  10479.  11660 
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Rulings — Mr.  Speaker— cDn/t'.i.^rf. 

A  member  should  not  under  cover  of  a  per- 
Moal  explanation  continue  a  debate  that  is 
closed,  10481 

A  member  who  liaa  been  misunderstood  or 
misrepresented  is  entitled  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  10482,  11703,  11913 

Explanations  as  to  misrepresentations  of  re- 
marks by  persons  who  are  not  members  of 
Parliament  are  not  in  order,  11018 

Personal  explanations  should  be  kept  within 
reasonable  bounds,  11705 

The  right  to  m'ake  a  personal  explanation  does 
not  carry  with  it  the  right  to  comment  on 
the  statements  of  others,  riqi3 

A  personal  explanation  should  not  be  used  to 
speak  in  terms  of  contempt,  or  to  impugn 
the  honour  of  persons  who  are  not  members 
of  the  House,  11914 

A  member  in  making  a  personal  Explanation 
is  not  entitled  to  debate  the  question  in- 
volved, 11915 

"  Grievanee  Day.'' — On  the  formal  motion  for 
the  ventilation  of  Rrievances  a  member  can 
discuss  any  matter  he  pleases,  9352,  1040a 

Any  member  may  speak  to  the  formal  motion 
''  That  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  chair," 
and  any  amendment  may  be  moved  on  that 
motion,  10402 

No  amendment  upon  an  amendment  on  the 
formal  motion  can  be  received  until  the 
question  "That  all  the  wor<}s  after  the  word 
*that'  be  left  o»t"  has  been  decided,  10402, 
'*333 

An  amendment  to  insert  the  words  "  the  con- 
sideration of  the  order  of  the  day  be  post- 
poned until  to*morrow,"  in  lieu  of  the  words 
after  "  That,"  would  if  carried  postpone 
"Grievance  Day"  for  three  weeks;  and 
when  the  order  of  the  day  was  reached  on 
the  morrow  the  Speaker  would  leave  the 
chair  without  any  motion  being  put,  10405 

House  Cotnmitlf.e. — All  matters  relating  to 
the  House  and  the  convenience  of  Members 
are  in  the  h.iads,  not  of  Ministers,  but  of 
the  House  Committee,  4412 

Interruptions  and  Inter  jeelions.—Aie  dis- 
orderly, 26,  184,  301,  309,  310,  320,  413,  982, 
3048.  3856,  3946,  4280,  6135,  6288,  6356, 
6369.  6438*  9"'.  9327»  9346.  9348,  9349* 
9584,  9850,  10^,  10455,  10876,  11665, 
11702,  11711,  11731,  11787,  11810,  11853, 
12181 

It  is  very  unusual  to  interrupt  a  new  member, 
26 

Tnterruptions  nre  very  unfair  if  made  during 
a  debate  in  which  members'  speeches  are 
limited,  301,  309,  310,  983,  12163 

Ministerial  Statements. — la  order  that  a  minis- 
terial statement  may  be  made,  only  so  much 
of  the  Standing  Orders  should  be  suspended 
as  might  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Minister 
making  the  statement  to  have  free  scope  in 
doing  so,  and  to  give  other  members  equal 
freedom  in  speaking  upon  it,  11628 

In  the  absence  of  rules  governing  the  discus- 
sion of  a  ministerial  statement  the  practice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  applies,  and  that 
practice  permits  of  a  reply  by  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition,  but  not  of  a  general  de- 
bate, 1 1629 

No  motion  can  be  moved  upon  a  Ministerial 
statement,  11635 


Ri'i-iNGs — Mb.  Speaker — continued. 

Does  not  rule  that  it  is  not  competent  for  » 
ministerial  statement  to  be  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business  of  the  House 
without  the  suspension  of  the  Standing  Or- 
ders, 11635 

Motiens. — If  leave  be  asked  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion without  notice,  to  be  granted  the  leave 
must  be  unanimous,  3410,  6389 

A  member  having  spoken  to  a  motion  cannot 
afterwards  move  an  nmendment  upon  it* 
34" 

A  member  moving  a  motion  of  privilege  ha« 
no  right  of  reply  to  the  debate  upon  it, 
3418-9 

A  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  must  be  decided  by  an  absolute- 
majority,  638(1,  9483 

If  the  moving  of  a  motion  without  notice  be 
objected  to,  it  may  be  moved  on  the  snspen* 
sion  of  the  Standing  Orders,  749a 

A  motion  cannot  be  dealt  with  as  un<^>posed 
business  if  any  amendment  is  moved  or  any 
comment  made  upon  it;  if  opposed  it  must 
stand  over  till  a  later  date,  10880 

A  motion  cannot  be  moved  without  notice  un- 
less by  consent  of  the  House,  11050,  11425 

Before  any  motion,  involving  a  discussion  pro- 
per to  an  Order  of  the  Day  on  the  paper, 
can  be  proposed  the  motion  fixing  the  Order 
of  the  Day  must  be  rescinded,  11629 

Motions  dealing  with  questions  of  privile':;e 
are  given  precedence,  1170a 

A  motion  for  adjournment  involving  the  anti- 
cipation of  a  discussion  of  a  matter  on  the 
business-paper  cannot  be  received,  11744-5 

A  motion  for  ibe  adjournment  of  a  debiUc 
is  not  open  to  discussion,  ii7$7 

A  motion  proposing  "  i.  That  the  report  of  a 
Select  Committee  be  now  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 2.  That  the  report  be  adopted  " 
is  open  to  the  objection  that  it  mi;jht  be 
taken  in  future  to  limit  the  rights  of  mem- 
bers. The  notice  which  must  be  given  of 
a  motion  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  seiure 
the  right  to  have  it  considered,  12048 

Notices  of  Motions. — A  notice  of  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  or  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment does  not  preclude  a  general  discussion 
of  the  administration  of  the  Department  ia 
Committee  of  Supply,  but  it  would  preclude 
a  general  discussion  as  to  the  advisablenesa 
of  appointmg  such  a  Committee  or  Rovat 
Commission,  S817 

It  is  not  desirable  that  two  notices  of  motion 
to  the  same  effect  should  appear  on  the  busi- 
ness-paper, 8817 

A  member  having  given  notice  of  a  motion  is 
not  bound  to  move  the  motion,  and  it  ia 
therefore  unnecessary  for  him  to  withdraw 
the  notice ;  but  should  the  motion  be  sub- 
mitted from  the  chair  it  can  only  be  with- 
drawn by  consent,  9352 

Language,  Unfarliamentaty. — It  is  ■  not  io 
order  to  say  that  a  member's  statement  i» 
untrue,  aoi,'  204,  320,  606,  725,  3769,  Cgd/.. 
10442,  10466,  10478,  ti66o 

To  charge  members  with  having  "  played  ft 
contemptible  trick,"  3760 
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Rulings — Mr.  Speaker — eonHnued. 

A  Minister  is  entitled  to  complaia  that  cer- 
tain action  has  been  taken  in  order  to  delay 
business,  but  if  the  remark  is  regarded  u 
offensiTC  by  memturs  it  should  be  with- 
drawn, 3761 

It  is  not  in  order  to  charge  members  with  a 
desire  "to  burk,  legislation,"  and  if  made 
such  a  charge  shouFd  be  withdrawn,  3762 

To  charge  members  with  ratting  deliberate 
misstatements,  t^dty) 

Kemarks  regarded  as  offensive  must  be  with- 
drawn, 5^,  5700,  5703,  11054,  11346,  117" 

A  member  called  upon  to  withdraw  offensive 
remarks  should  rise  in  his  place  to  do  •<>, 
5700,  1044a 

It  is  very  unbecoming  to  refer  to  a  member 

ns  a  ■'  chap,"  7507 

To  insinuate  that  a  member  has  been  removed 
from  the  magistrates  bench,  9349 

To  say  that  a  member  is  tryini*  to  "  fool " 
persons  inside  or  outside  the  House,  0^86 

That  a  member  has  made  a  "  scandalous  state- 
ment," 10479 

That  members  are  intriguing,  11054 

To  describe  a  section  of  the  members  as  "  a 

push,"  I 1054 
To  say  that  a  member  has  been  false  to  his 

oath,  1173a 

To  use  insulting  language  towards  a  member, 
10876 

New  Business. — A  motion  contingent  on  busi- 
ness entered  upon  before  1 1  p.m.  is  not 
"new"  business.  tRoo 

■Cannot  be  taken  after  ir  p.m.,  loia? 

■Obfeclions, — The  Speaker  does  not  take  notice 
of  a  call  of  objection  made  at  an  improper 
time  by  a  member  who  remains  seated, 
10481-2 

■Orders  of  the  ZJay.-— The  Orders  of  the  Day 
must  be  called  on  two  hours  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  House,  606 

An  error  made  in  fixing  an  Order  of  the  Day 
for  a  particular  date  may  he  corrected  by 
leave  when  it  is  discovered,  but  the  proper 
course  is  to  correct  it  when  the  Order  of  the 
Day  is  called,  2566 

Pafers. — A  paper  hnving  been  tabled  ant. 
ordered  to  be  printed  is  in  the  ciistody,  not 
of  the  Ministry  but  of  the  House,  and  may 
be  dealt  with  ao  members  think  fit,  3001-3 

A  Minister  desiring  to  make  a  statement  in 
laving  papers  on  the  table  should  conclude 
with  ft  motion  for  their  printing  in  order 
that  the  statement  may  be  replied  to,  6124, 
6676-7 

Pafers,  Printing  ef. — The  adoption  of  a  re- 
port from  the  Printing  Committee  recom- 
mending that,  except  in  cases  of  urgency 
and  importance,  no  order  be  made  for  the 
Diinting  of  a  document  until  the  same  has 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  for  con- 
sideration and  report,  neither  increases  not 
diminishes  the  powers  of  the  House  in  re- 
gard to  the  printing  of  papers  as  defined 
in  (he  Standing '  Orders,  770-x,  9298 

Petitions. — It  is  not  the  practice  to  have  the 
names  of  stgnatori-^s  to  a  petition  read,  but 
it  may  be  done  if  the  House  so  desires, 
3790 


RiiLiNGS — Mr.  Speaker — continued. 
The  certificate  of  a  member  (o  a  petition 
which  he  presents  is  merely  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  signatures  appended,  its  respectful 
wording;,  and  the  fact  that  it  contains  a  re- 
quest. It  doen  not  touch  the  accuracy  ol 
the  statements  contained  in  llie  petition, 
3999 

'J'he  House  accepts  no  responsibility  for  the 
accuracy  of  any  statement  contained  io  a 
petition,  3999 

A  member  desiring  that  the  record  of  a  peti- 
tion be  erased  must  give  notice  of  a  motion 
to  that  effect,  and  obtain  the  support  of  the 
prescribed  number  of  members  for  such  mo- 
tion, 2999 

A  member  is  entitled  to  indicate  the  nature  of 
the  signatures  to  a  petition  he  presents,  340S 

If  there  are  attached  to  a  petition,  signatures 
which  are  forgeries,  it  may  be  presented, 
and  it  is  for  the  House  to  receive  it  or  not 
as  it  pleases,  340^^9 

On  a  motion  that  a  petition  be  read,  it  is 
competent  to  move  an  amendment  requiring 
the  signatures  also  to  be  read,  3410 

The  only  motions  which  can  be  received  on 
the  presentation  of  a  petition  are  :  that  the 
petition  be  received,  and  :  that  the  petition 
be  read,  3410 

A  petition  having,  on  motion,  been  read  and 
received,  a  motion  to  inquire  into  its  genu- 
ineness cannot  be  submitted  without  notice; 
and  if  leave  be  asked  to  submit  such  a  mo- 
tion, to  be  granted  it  must  be  unanimous, 
3410 

Unless  a  petition  contains  a  request  it  is  not 

in  order,  3619,  3620 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  "usual  prayer" 

in  petitions,  3620 
Tlie  words  which  usually  conclude  a  petition 

— "and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound 

will  ever  pray" — are  unnecess.Try,  and  are 

not  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  3620 
A  document  which  does  nol  ask  for  someDiing 

is  not  a  petition,  and  cannot  be  received  as 

such,  3630 

It  is  not  usual  to  order  the  readin;,'  of  two 
petitions  similar  in  character,  6025 

It  is  not  competent  for  a  member  who  pre- 
sents a  petition  to  move  Id  ii  ii  be  printed, 
unless  he  proposes  to  take  .-ictinn  upon  it  by 
submitting  a  specific  motion,  6725 

A  petition  addressed  "  T<i  the  Speaker  and 
Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Victoria"  cannot  bs  received,  7294 

Political  Parties. — It  is  not  a  function  of  the 
Sp'  .ikcr  to  appoint  a  le.  der  to  any  political 
party,  11628 

Protests. — The  House  has  no  power  to  receive 
a  protest  at  the  bands  of  any  one,  3620 

Qvestions, — A  question  cannot  be  put  after  a 
motion,  which  could  only  be  called  on  after 
question  time  has  elapsed,  has  been  dealt 
with,  315 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  House,  when  there  is 
time  to  spare,  to  permit  the  putting  of 
questions,  on  the  paper,  after  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  have  been  called  on,  315,  606 

A  member  who  asks  a  question  may  not  ex- 
press an  opinion  in  doing  so ;  nor  can  the 
Minister  who  answers  it  do  so,  ^89,  6677, 
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Ind^x  to  Sutijects. 


RUUNGS — Mk.  Speaker — continued. 

In  putting  or  answering  a  question  the  matter 
to  which  it  refers  cannot  be  debuted,  59O) 
975.  977.  2688,  27yo,  2891,  3935,  4518,  6227, 
6430,  7461,  8931,  ^934,  9764,  11154-6,  11179, 
11387,  11705,  11738,  11788,  12153 

It  is  not  in  order  to  put  a  question  to  Ministers 
during  the  debate  on  a  motion  for  a  special 
adjournment  of  the  House,  741 

A  questiOD  concerning  amendments  in  a  Bill 
should  be  raised  in  Committee  on  the  Bill* 
1056 

It  is  not  in  order  for  a  member  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion without  notice  on  a  matter  dealt  wiUi  in 
a  question  of  which  notice  has  been  given, 

2450,  *794.  "05o»  "328 

There  is  no  obligation  on  a  member  to  answer 
a  question  put  by  another,  3399 

A  question  concerning  the  order  in  which  items 
in  a  Tariff  shall  be  considered  should  be 
raised  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  which  the  Tariff  has  been  referred,  3587 

Questions  are  asked  for  the  information  not 
merely  of  tiic  members  who  ask  them  but 
of  the  whole  House,  4279 

A  qnestion,  the  reply  to  which  would  involve 
the  anticipation  of  a  debate  proper  to  a 
matter  on  the  paper,  should  not  be  put,  and 
when  put  should  not  be  answered,  4956 

It  is  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders  for  mem- 
bers to  obtain,  by  way  of  interjection,  two 
or  three  consecutive  answers  to  a  question, 
6098,  12157 

It  is  entirely  a  matter  for  the  Minister  con- 
cerned to  determine  the  answer  he  will  give 
to  a  qnestion ;  and  for  the  member  asking 
the  question  to  take  any  step  he  may  please 
in  respect  to  the  answer,  oooq 

A  member  in  asking  a  question  should  rise 
and  address  the  chair,  10076' 

A  member  is  not  entitled  to  ask  two  or  more 
questions  in  succession,  to  the  exclnstoa  of 
other  members,  10076,  11737 

When  questions  are  asked,  members  should  be 
silent  in  order  that  the  questions  and  the 
answers  to  them  m;,v  be  heard,  10754,  11154, 
11387,  ii-i; 

It  is  contrary  to  the  Standing  Orders  to  make 
a  question  a  means  of  making  a  statement 
rather  than  a  means  to  obtain  information, 
ro964 

Questions  asked  of  private  members  must  re- 
late to  a  Bin,  motion,  or  other  public  matter, 
connected  with  business  on  the  notice-paper, 
in  charge  of  the  member  of  whom  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  iof)6t;,  ioq69 

In  putting  que<;tions  only  such  quotations 
should  be  made  as  are  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  the  questions,  1 1050,  1 1 521, 
ir636;  where  it  is  desired  to  read  long  ex- 
tracts from  newspapers,  the  question  should 
be  stated  first  (hat  Mr.  Speaker  may  be  able 
to  judge  the  relevance  of  the  extracts,  ir636 

The  answer  to  a  question  should  not  assume 
the  character  of  a  speech  in  a  debate,,  "3^7  S 
nor  should  it  include  a  reference  to  a  matter 
which  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question, 

The  onlv  justification  for  reading  quotations 
in  asking  (juestions  is  that  they  explain  the 
questional.  1173? 

Questions  musi  avoid  references  which  would 
open  up  a  discussion  of  a  matter  on  the  busi- 
ness p4per,  11740 


Rulings—  Mb.  Speaker — continued. 

A  question  relating  to  a  Bill  before  the  Senate 
is  not  in  order,  13039 

Quotations. — Reports  of  debates  of  the  current 
session  on  the  subject  under  discussion,  and 
reports  of  debates  of  previous  sessions  on  any 
question  may  be  quoted,  but  reports  of  de- 
bates of  the  current  session  on  questions  other 
than  that  be  fore  the  House  may  not  be 
quoted,  6338 

Reports  of  debates  of  the  cvirrent  session  on 
questions  other  than  that  before  the  House 
may  be  summarized,  6218 

Quotations  made  in  putting  questions  should 
be  only  such  as  are  neicssary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  questions,  11050,  ir52T,  11626 

Recommittals. — A  motion  to  recommit  a  Bill 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  certain  speci- 
fied amendments  would  i  f  carried  restrict 
the  Committee  to  the  consideration  of  those 
amendments,  1379 

Rulings. — It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker 
to  give  rulings  on  supposititious  cases,  9336 

A  ruling  by  the  Speaker  should  not  be  de- 
bated, 3361 

Senate. — In  accordance  with  precedents  already 
laid  down,  it  is  becoming  for  the  Senate  to 
make  request  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  increase  or  decrease  duties,  or 
otherwise  to  modify  any  item  in  a  Tarifft 
7450 

The  Senate,  in  requesting  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives to  amend  the  schedule  of  a 
Tariff  Bill,  does  not  amend  the  Tariff,  and 
its  action  is  not  followed  by  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Customs  Department  until  the 
requested  amendments  have  been  made  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  10487 

The  Senate  may  not  amend  a  Bill  so  as  to 
involve  an  increased  burden  upon  the  people, 
but  it  may  request  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  make  such  an  amendment,  10485-7 

There  being  tto  limitation  under  section  53  of 
the  Constitution  precluding  the  consideration 
of  a  request  by  the  Senate  for  an  increase 
of  taxation,  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
has  no  right  to  refuse  to  consider  such  a  re* 
quest,  10487 

A  message  from  the  Senate  covering  requests 
for  amendments  in  the  schedule  to  a  Tariff 
Bill  is  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
send,  and  following  precedents  already  laid 
down  might  well  be  considered  and  dealt 
with  on  its  merits  by  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives,  10487 

There  being  no  joint  Standintr  Orders  govern- 
ing the  procedure  in  respect  of  messages 
from  the  Senate  returning  a  second  time  with 
requests  for  amendments  a  projiosed  law 
imposing  taxation,  the  House  must  itself 
decide  to  deal  with  the  message  as  it  thinks 
lit,  or  to  refuse  to  consider  it,  ii^Si 

It  would  not  be  wise,  in  dealing  with  Senate's 
requests,  to  adopt  the  practice  followed  in 
connexion  with  amendments  made  bv  the 
Senate  of  stating  reasons  why  they  are  not 
agreed  to,  11579 

Speaker,  Mr. — Should  be  heard  in  silence,  1S4, 
3100,  1765,  38«;6,  10455,  iiSa.i 

The  reply  about  to  be  made  to  a  member  by 
Mr.  Speaker  sfeoj^ddryKSO^g^***  34-J. 
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Rulings— MB.  SnAKa—cotUinuei. 

Ruling  should  be  obeyed,  3361,  4380,  10459 
Is  not  cognisant  of  promises  made  by  leaden 

of  parties,  10460 
Not  in  order  to  reflect  on,  10461 
Does  not  interpret  the  Coastitutioo,  10486 
Does  not  appoint  leaders  to  political  parties, 
ii6a8 

Does  not  argae  questions  of  order  with  mem- 
bers, 11837 

Standing  Ordtrt. — It  is  the  duty  of  Mr. 
Speaker  to  see  that  the  Standing  Orders 
are  not  transgressed,  589,  3361 

The  motion  ordinarily  moved  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  the  House  to  sus[>end 
the  Standing  Orders  to  enable  a  Supply 
Bill  to  be  passed  without  delay,  suspends 
only  so  much  of  the  Standing  Orders  as 
might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  8863 

A  motion  for  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  cannot  be  debated,  (M^i-a,  9521 

The  suspension  of  the  Standing  Orders  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  report  of  a  rcsolu- 
tion  of  Committee  of  Supply  to  be  carried 
and  the  passing  of  a  Bill  founded  upon 
it  through  all  its  stages,  cm  the  same  day 
as  that  on  which  Ae  resolution  is  reported, 
13095 

Strangers  include  representative*  of  the  Press, 

309s 

Susfention  of  Sitting. — An  unusual  suspension 
of  a  sitting  can  only  take  place  by  the 
practically  unanimous  desire  of  the  Hooie, 
"3 

Taxation. — ^It  is  not  competent  for  a  non- 
official  member  to  submit  any  proposal  or 
amendment  for  the  increase  of  any  taz»  rate, 
V  duly  in  any  Committee  on  any  Bill;  but 
on  the  initiation  of  a  Bill,  or  when  the 
House  18  dealing  with  the  preriminary  reso- 
lutions relating  to  the  imposition  of  duties 
it  is  competent  for  any  member  to  move  for 
any  increase,  10486 

Mr.  Speaker. — General  observations — 

Absence  of  Mr.  Speaker,  6505,  7169 

Chairman  of  Committees — Practice  followed 
on  appointment  of,  83-3 

Chairman  of  Committees,  temporary — War- 
rant nominating,  404 

Divisions — Correction  of  errors  in,  827 

Explanations,  Personal — Obs.  as  to,  2653-4 

Kingston,  Right  Hon.  C.  C— 

Obs.  on  announcement  of  death  of,  11049 
Reply  to  motion  of  sympathy,  12038 

Linlithgow,  Marquis  of — Reply  to  message  of 
sympathy  on  death  of,  9088 

Mails — Delivery  of  at  Parliament  House,  6673 

Ministerial  Statements — Practice  in  connexion 
with,  1 1628-9,  1 1635 

Murwillumbah,  fire  at — Reply  to  message  of 
sympathy,  3850  ^ 

New  Zealand,  Dominion  of — Reply  to  message 
of  congratulation,  4085 

Officers  of   the  House — ^Acknowledgment  of 

services  of,  7540 
•  Papers,  Parliamentary — 

Distribution  of  copies  of,  1748,  309T-3 
Printing  of,  practice  adopted  in  connexion 

with,  770-1,  3220 
When  tabled  are  the  propertv  of  the  House, 
3091 

Parliament — Presentation  to,  by  the  Prime 
Minister^  aa 
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RuuNGS — Mb.  Smxis^continued, 
Mr.  Speaker — General  observations — continued 
Parliament  House — 
Entertainment  of  strangers  at,  6393 
Exhibition  of  views  of  Capital  Sftes,  8815, 
10965 

Exhibits  in,  1412,  6593,  7114-5,  7300 

toint  Committee,  leave  to  sit,  11328 
■ightiog    of    House    of  Representatives' 
chamber,  7349 
Lobbying  in,  6593 
Sewering  of,  4847,  13039 
Ventilation   of   House   of  Representatives' 
chamber,  3683,  4413 
Petitions — Opinion  of  Attorney -General  as  to 
action  in  connexion  with  alleged  forged  sig- 
natures to  a  petition,  7457 
Prayers — Demeanour  of  members  at,  578a 
Quotations — Use  of,  in  asking  questions,  1  )26 
Questions — Practice  in  putting,  after  "(?  es- 

tion  time,"  315 
Resolutions  of  Western  Australian  Parlia  ent 

concerning  The  Tariff,  4956 
Senate — 

Messages  from,  raising  questions  as  to  con- 
stitutional rights  of  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 11381,  11437 

Messages  to,  where  requests  have  not  been 
agreed  to,  11579 
Standing  Orders — Permanent    character  of, 

1096S 

Suspension  of  Sittings — Practice  in  connexion 

with,  113 
Writs— 

Issue  of  writ  for  electoral  division  of 
Echuca,  33 ;  return  of  writ,  ^00 

Issue  of  writ  for  electoral  division  of  Ade- 
laide, 1 1095 

Deputt  Spukes,  Ms.  McDonald. 

Amendments. — On  a  motion  for  the  ratilica- 
.  tion  of  a  contract,  it  is  in  order  to  move 
that  certain  words  should  be  inserted  in  the 
contract,  if  ratified,  before  it  is  finally  com- 
pleted, 6503 

Debate. — No  discussion  can  take  place  on  pro- 
ceedings m  Committee  until  the  Committee 
has  reported,  5237,  6511,  6533 

It  is  in  order  to  reply  to  irrelevant  m'.tter 
introduced  into  a  debate,  6453-4 

The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 6454,  6470,  6530 

It  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a  debate  which 
may  take  place  during  the  consideration  of 
an  Order  of  the  Day  already  on  the  busi- 
nesa-paper,  7170 

Explanations. — A   personal   explanation  must 
be  conlined   to  the  specific  matter  in  con- 
nexion with  wbich  it  is  made,  6512 
May  be  made  at  any  time,  6518 
Should  not  be  debated,  6518 

Inicrjeciions  and  Interruftions  are  disordetly, 
6493,  6509 

Should  not  be  replied  to,  6511 
Language    Vnfarliamentary. — It    is    not  in 

order  to  say  that  a  member  "  is  telling  a 

deliberate  untruth,"  6490 
Offensive  remarks  must  be  withdrawn  unre- 

servedly,  6490  d,^,,,,,  GoOglc 
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KUI.INCS — DEPury  SrOLKiat—contiHued. 

Motions. — ^Where  tbe  questioos  raised  by  a 
motioD  and  by  the  amendmcats  moved  upon 
it  are  interwoven,  tbe  procedure  has  been 
to  regard  speeches  made  upon  the  amend- 
ments as  having  been  addressed  to  the 
original  question  also,  and  consequently  lo 
regard  the  speech  in  reply  of  the  mover  of 
the  motion  as  closinf;  the  debate,  6409-6501 

A  motion — ^Tbat  the  House,  at  its  rising,  ad- 
journ to  a  later  hour  of  tbe  same  day, 
may  supersede  a  sessional  order  fixing  the 
days  of  sitting,  6503 

A  motion  tor  tbe  resumption  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Supply  on  a  future  date  having  been 
agreed  to,  a  subsequent  motion  that  the 
Committee  have  leave  to  sit  forthwith  can 
only  be  submitted  by  leave,  11418 

Pairs. — The  House  does  not  recognise  pairs 
in  any  way,  6506 

Rulings.— A  ruling  from  the  Chair  cannot  be 
discussed  except  upon  a  motion  to  dissent 
from  it,  6501 

Chairman  of  CommittMs. 

Amendments. — An  amendment  may  be  moved 
upon  any  item  in  a  schedule,  107a 

The  ordinary  rule  is  to  submit  a  schedule  as 
a  whole;  but  where  by  desire  the  items  of 
a  schedule  are  put  separately,  the  most  con- 
venient course  for  a  member  desiring  the 
omission  of  an  item  to  follow  is  to  move 
that  the  first  word  of  the  item  be  left  out, 
1106 

A  sche-iule  to  a  Bounties  Bill  may  be 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  an  item  not 
included  in  the  Bill  ns  presented  if  the 
amendment  would  not  involve  an  increase 
of  tbe  appropriation  provided  for,  tjia, 
IJI4.  (Withdrawn  in  deference  to  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling,  131b,  1317) 

Tlic  insertion  of  an  item  not  included  in  the 
schedule  to  a  Bounties  Bill,  as  presented, 
does  not  alter  the  destination  (if  the  vote 
where  provision  is  made  in  tlie  Bill  for 
varying  the  maximum  amount  of  bounty 
payable  in  respect  of  any  goods,  iiia, 
>3'4-  (Withdrawn  in  deference  to  Mr. 
Speaker's  ruling,  1316,  1317^ 

An  amendment  to  tbe  same  effect  as  one  pre- 
viously rejected  may  be  mored  if  expressed 
in  different  form,  156a 

No  more  than  two  amendments  to  a  motion 
can  be  before  tbe  Committee  at  the  same 
time,  4341,  4573 

An  amendment  that  is  in  order  must  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  Chair  in  the  form  in  which 
it  is  moved,  4577 

After  a  clause  has  been  amended  no  amend- 
ment afTectmg  an  earlier  part  of  it  can  be 
received,  st^q,  91^-5,  irQ73 

An  amendment  having  been  moved  upon  an 
amendment,  it  must  be  disposed  of  before 
the  original  amendment  can  be  withdrawn, 
and  neithei  can  be  withdrawn  except  by 
leave,  5442 

A  member  objecting  to  the  withdrawal  of  an 
amendment  should  rise  in  his  place  to  do  so, 
S7?5 

An  amendment  is  recognised  as  proposed  only 
by  the  member  who  moves  it,  5975 


JUHGS— CsuuHAH  Or  Coioamzs—effmtimm^. 
A  new  ctaute  involving  an  approprintioa  of 
money  must  be  premled  by  a  mestage  from 

the  Crown,  6388 

An  amendment  to  leave  out  a  proposed  new 
section  in  a  clause  would,  if  negatived,  pre- 
vent an  amendment  being  received  to  amend 
the  proposed  section,  9135-6 

An  aiAendmcm  proposing  an  addition  to  a 
motion  already  passed  cannot  be  receiTedj 
10504 

An  amendment  involving  a  direct  negatiTe 
cannot  be  received,  10735,  10741 

An  amendment  moved  upon  a  motiui  must  be 
disposed  of  before  the  original  motion  can 
be  withdrawn,  11004,  11009 

Bitlt. — It  is  not  customary  to  put  the  clauses 
of  a  Bill  in  sections,  913a,  913s 

Business. — It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  to  decide  whether  business 
submitted  to  the  Committee  is  "  Govern- 
ment" btuioeat  or  "Private"  business, 
1886 

The  Chairman  is  not  charged  with  the  con- 
duct of  business,  but  when  a  discussion 
ceases  it  is  his  duty  to  put  the  qnestim, 
3*97 

Casting  Fff/?.— The  Chairman's  casting  vote 
is  usually  given  in  such  a  way  as  to  permit 
of  the  further  consideration  o^  the  question, 
5730,  6656,  fl68o 
It  should  not  be  questioned,  10725,  11214 
Conduct,  Disorderly. — Members  ^outd  not 
stand  in  any  of  the  passages  or  gangways, 
43" 

Conversationt  are  disorderly,  3729,  4359,  6804, 
6885,  7084.  730a,  10554,  10732 

Debate. — Tbe  discussion  must  be  relevant  to 
the  question,  631,  638,  loao,  1077,  1120,  tooa* 
200J,  3323,  3454-5.  .159!!-7'  .1602-4,  364S, 
4022,  4131,  4120-3,  5049-50,  5067,  5152,  <;a<;i. 
5606,  5629-30,  5826.7,  <;q5q.  6389,  6587, 
6597,  6011,  ooqS,  6714,  6788,  6791,  679a,  6866, 
6875,   6909,  6956,   7001,   7079,   7099,  7137, 

7*55.  73»5»  8975.  ?«>9.  9483.  9887.  9960-70, 
9977-81,  9983,  9989,  10125,  10190-1,  ro6i3, 
10616,  10664,  10668,  10728-9,  10730,  10982, 
10992,  11104,  11107-9,  11210,  11265,  "'TO, 
11277-8,  11284,  >"q8.  i'3S9^.  »»373.  'U?*' 
11411,  11438,  11966,  12078,  12081-4,  12086-^ 
12090 

Incidental  references  only  may  be  made  to 
matters  not  directly  bearing  on  the  question, 
63<.  3597.  6905.  69*St  7"8.  9485.  10834, 
11107 

The  general  principles  of  a  Bill  should  not 
be  discussed  in  Committee,  X057,  1542, 
11966,  12072 

Members  may  speak  as  often  as  they  please 
to  the  question  in  Committee,  1070 

When,  by  desire,  the  items  of  a  schedule  are 
put  separately,  the  schedule  as  a  whole  is 
subsequently  put,  a*<d  ii  open  to  discpssion, 
107a 

A  member's  denial  of  a  statement  attributed 
to  him  should  be  accepted  1081,  3034.  4287, 
5743.  6588,  6599,  10215,  "583.  >"74 

A  member  addressing  the  Chair  should  not  be 
interrupted  in  order  that  another  member 
may   make   a  personal   explanation,  io8«, 
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Rulings — Cbaisman  of  COHurmES — eonlinued. 

A  speech  interrupted  by  the  leportiog  of  pzo- 
gress  may  be  treated  ai  having  been  con- 
cluded, 2655 

On  the  resumption  of  a  debate  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
should  restate  the  question,  2655 

Progress  is  usually  reported  on  the  motion 
of  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the  Bill  under 
consideratioD,  3741 

A  member  suggesting  the  adjournment  of  a 
debate  is  as  a  matter  of  practice  and  by 
courtesy  called  upon  to  resume  it,  but  there 
is  no  rule  under  which  he  can  claim  to  do 
so  as  a  right,  3741 

The  general  discussion  on  the  Budget  and 
Tariff  having  been  concluded,  and  the  first 
item  of  the  Tariff  submitted,  members 
should  not  resume  the  general  discussion, 
but  should  confiiie  themselves  entirely  to  the 
Tariff,  3294-7 

It  is  not  in  order  in  Committee  of  Supply  to 
refer  in  detail  to  matters  connected  with 
the  Tariff;  that  should  be  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  33r9-2o 

The  discussion  of  grievances  before  Supply 
is  limited  b^  the  Standing  Order  dealing 
with  the  subject,  3330 

Members  when  speaking  must  address  the 
Chair  and  not  other  members,  3439-40,  11085 

When  an  amendment  has  been  disposed  of 
the  original  motion  is  again  open  to  debate, 
4358 

A  statement  regarded  as  offensive  by  the 
member  to  whom  it  is  addressed  should, 
as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  be  withdrawn,  3658, 
5924-6,  5958,  5960,  6681,  6791,  6883,  7369 

Irrelevant  matter  introduced  into,  a  debate 
may  be  replied  to,  4568,  5152 

It  is  not  in  order  to  question  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  Chair,  4355,  5132,  5441-2, 
5970.  7355.  9975.  10728 

It  is  not  in  order  to  impute  unworthy  motives, 
5635*  7193.  '0649 

Members  should  not  indulge  in  personalities, 
5629-30,  7367,  1 121 1 

The  details  of  a  Supply  Bill  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  of  Supply,  but  only  in 
the  Committee  on  the  Bill,  6286 

A  member  cannot  be  compelled  to  withdraw 
a  statement  merely  because  another  member 
regards  it  as  offensive,  6885 

It  is  not  in  order  for  a  member  to  reBect 

upon  the  votes  given  by  another,  6929-30, 

10738,  1 1446 
The  absence  of  a  member  from  the  Chamber 

does  not  involve  a  point  of  order,  7252 
It  is  not  in  order  to  refer  to  debates  in  the 

Senate,  10566,  10568,  10695, '  10698-9,  10783 
A  member  may  in  the  course  of  bis  speech 

put  direct  questions  to  other  members ;  but 

they  should  not  reply  to  such  questions  by 

interjection,  10697 
It  is  not  in  order  to  question  a  decision  of 

the  Committee,   10726,  10728 
Reflections  upon  the  impartiality  of  the  Chair 

must  be  withdrawn  unconditionally,  ro728 
Not  in  order  to  make  detailed  reference  to  a 

debate  of  the  same  session,  11085,  11088;  or 

to  discuss  what  takes  place  in  Senate,  rii47 
H  2 


Rin.iNGS — Chaixuan  of  Committees — eontinued. 
It  is  not  in  order  on  the  preliminary  motion 
preceding  the  introduction  of  the  Coast  De- 
fences Appropriation  Bill  to  discuss  in  detail 
the  methods  of  naval  defence,  12078;  the 
proceedings  of  the  Imperial  Conference, 
1 2081 ;  or  the  general  question  of  defence, 
12088 

Divisions. — The  question  "  That  the  item  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  sumd  part  of  the 
schedule"  having  on  division  been  resolved 
in  the  affirmative,  the  item  is  passed,  1105 

Members  should  not  leave  the  Chamber  after 
the  tellers  are  appointed,  5956 

Members  sitting  in  the  seats  at  the  end  of  the 
Chamber  are  regarded  as  outside  the  Cham- 
ber, if  the  cords  which  surround  those  seats 
are  up,  5956 

Members  are  at  liberty  to  cross  the  chamber 
before,  but  not  after  the  tellers  have  been 
appointed,  6548,  7093 

A  member  standing  in  the  gangway  after  the 
tellers  have  been  appointed,  cannot  be 
counted  on  either  side,  6965 

If  there  be  no  tellers  for  the  noes,  the  ques- 
tion is  resolved  in  the  afiirroative,  6976 

The  Chairman  has  no  power  to  prevent  a  mem- 
ber who  calls  for  a  division  leaving  the 
chamber  before  the  division  is  taken,  7247 

A  member  may  vote  in  a  division  against  his 
own  motion,  iioio 

Estimates. — It  is  not  in  order  on  the  Esti- 
mates for  Additions  New  Works  and  Build- 
ings to  discuss  the  qualifications  of  or  need 
for  officers;  this  should  be  done  on  th**  Esti- 
mates-in-chief for  the  Dcp:irtment  con- 
cerned, 34S4-S 

Votes  included  in  the  £slimates-in-chief  can- 
not be  discussed  on  the  Works  and  Build- 
ings Estimates,  35957 

A  general  discussion  is  not  in  ordci  on  a 
particular  vote  in  the  Estimates,  9786 

A  particular  item  in  the  Estimates  need  not 
be  moved ;  this  would  not  prevent  the  re- 
porting of  other  resolutions  or  the  founding 
of  a  Bill  on  the  resolutions  reported.  3741 
The  practice  of  the  Committee  in  considering 
Estimates  has  been  to  permit  a.  teener.!!  dis- 
cussion on  the  first  division  of  euch  Depart- 
ment, and  then  to  confine  debate  to  the 
particular  vote  before  the  Committee,  8966, 
9396»  9959.  9985»  10185-6,  11404-S,  114" 
Details  connected  with  the  votes  should  be  dis- 
cussed on  the  separate  votes  an<l  not  during 
the  general  discussion  permitted  on  the  first 
division  for  each  Department,  8C173 

On  a  vote  for  the  Government  Printer  the 
cost  of  printing,  that  is  not  specificnlly  pro- 
vided for  elsewhere  in  the  Estimates,  may 
be   discussed,  9976-7 

A  matter  of  policy  should  not  be  discussed 
on  a  division  of  the  Estimates,  9()S6-8 

It  is  not  in  order  in  dealinj;  with  the  Esti- 
mates for  one  Department  to  refer  to  mat- 
ters covered  by  the  Estimates  for  another 
Department,  94S9,  lorgo-l 

It  is  in  order  to  discuss  the  applitalion  of  a 
Ministerial  policy  to  a  particular  case,  but 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  substitute  for 
a  discussion  of  the  vote,  a  discusision  of 
the  merits  or  demerits /Of  the  fflj^ticular 
case.  1020^.  io2i>eitirofiiia,via«^^lC 
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Rulings — Cbaibuak  op   Committees — continued. 
It  is  not  in  order  in  discussiog  "Additional 
Kstimates"  to  refer  to  matters  covered  by 
votes  ia  the  Estimates  in  Chief,  11359-66, 
"379 

Exftttnatiens. — personal  explanation  should 
not  be  interposed  so  at  to  intemipt  the 
speech  of  a  member^  1083;  or  by  way  of 

interjection,  3729 

A  member  who  has  been  misrepresented  is 
entitled  to  make  a  personnl  explanation, 
3439 

A  personal  explanation  cannot  be  made  on  a 
motion  to  report  progress,  4243 

Explanations  should  be  confined  strictly  to  the 
points  that  have  been  raised,  10706 

Interruftions  and  Inter jectio^s. — Are  dis- 
orderly, 611,  737,  227s,  2376,  2473-4,  2488, 
2729,  3034,  3'7».  33*7.  3459.  4022,  4566, 
5050,  5965,  6680,  6988,  7078,  7194,  7309, 
73^1.  7368,  998o»  »o^7»  10725-6,  10777, 
10976,  1 1085,  11441 

A  misrepresentation  of  a  member's  statement 

should  not  be  corrected  by  way  of  interjec- 
tion, 2474 

Interjections  being  disorderly  should  not  be 
replied  to,  4002,  5050,  67S8,  10207 

Under  standing  order  No.  48,  it  is  not  in 
order  for  a  private  member  to  interject 
from  the  Treasury  Bench,  7040 

Language,  Parliamentary. — No  exception  can 
be  taken  to  the  remark  "  Does  not  the  hon- 
orable member  know  that  his  statement  iS' 
untrue,"  3520 

The  statement  that  "The  Standard  Oil  Trust 
had  honorable  members  m  its  bag "  is  not 
unparliamentary,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
such  statements  were  not  made,  10975 

Language,  V  nfarliamenlary. — It  is  not  in 
order  to  describe  any  measure  brought  be- 
fore the  House  as  "  a  scandal,"  1806 

To  accuse  a  member  of  deliberate  misrepre- 
sentation, 3015,  2474 

To  say  that  a  member's  statement  is  untrue, 
a473-4.  3439.  3530.  6686.  6792,  7368,  9981, 
loiao,  I 21 75 

That  a  member  is  a  "slanderer,"  3475 

That  the  statement  of  a  member  is  a  "  mis- 
statement," 3739 

Unparliamentary  expressions  must  be  with- 
drawn unreservedly,  3739,  34391  5969-70, 
679a,  6928,  7357,  7368,  7397 

It  ts  not  in  order  to  express  a  hope  that  a 
member  "  will  adhere  to  the  truth,"  3739 

To  say  that  a  member  is  an  "abnlste  liar," 
33S7 

To  reflect  upon  the  Chair,  3357,  10504,  10580 
A  Aiember  reflecting  upon  the  Chair  should 

apologize  to  the  Committee,  3357,  10504 
To  accuse  members  of  "making  disgraceful 

charges,"  3669 
To  say  that  a  Minister  is  "  a  factotum  and 

general  bully,"  4117 
To  refer  to  speeches  as  "  stone- walling,"  4344 
To  say  that  a  member  "  had  better  keep  nls 

dirtv  remarks  in  hia  own  dirty  duck-boiue,** 

4355 

To  suggest  "  sharp  practice,"  5132 
To  say  that  a  member  "  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  himself,"  5458 


RUUNGS— CHAIXHAN  Or   COUUITTXES  COnitHUtd. 

To  charge  members  with  "  political  incon- 
sistency to  a  disgraceful  sort,"  5626 

To  call  a  member  an  "  insulting  brute,"  5638 
To  speak  of  members  as  "automata,"  5628 
To  refer  to  a  member  as  a  "  turncoat  in 

politics,"  5727 
To  say  that  a  member  "  is  grossly  misrepre> 

senting  the  position,  and  knows  it,"  5798 
To  refer  to  a  member  as  "  a  mule,"  5968 
To  say  that  "the  proceedinga  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  being  reduced  to  a  farce,"  5969 
To  say  of  a  member,  "  I^t  him  be  a  man 

and  not  a  monkey,"  6584 
To  say  that  a  member  is  "  an  old  fraud," 
6928 

To  suggest  that  members  would  be  guilty  of 
"  tricks,"  7077 

To  say  that  a  member's  attitude  is  "most  con- 
temptible," 7311 

That  the  opportunity  to  discuss  Supply  ii 
used  for  mischievous  porposes,  9979 

That  a  Minister  has  deceived  members,  9981 
To  charge  a  Minister  with  deliberately  break* 

ing  his  word,  10091 
To  say   that  a  member    is   "  stone- walling," 

"554 

To  accuse  a  member  of  trickery,  10565 

To  say  that  a  member  "  has  probably  served 
his  time  in  Pentridge,"  10581 

That  a  member  *'  is  wilfully  misrepresenting 
the  facts,"  10583 

To  describe  any  action  taken  by  the  Com- 
mittee as  "damnable,"  10594 

To  say  that  a  Minister  "  is  fooling  the  Com- 
mittee and  playing  a  despicable  trick," 
10687 

That  members  are  "turncoats,"  10730 

That  a  member    is    "  a  disgrace  to  the 

House,"  7357 
A  member  in   asking   that   oflensive  words 

should  be  withdrawn  should  not  use  words 

that  are  equally  offensive,  7357 

It  is  not  in  order  to  say  that  a  member  "is 
absolutely  ridiculous,"  7397 

That  a  member  has  proposed  something  which 
is  "traitorous  to  the  Commonwealth,"  740a 

That  "  the  galleries  were  filled  with  men 
who  were  imploring  the  Treasurer  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  dip  their  hands  in 
the  public  purse  in  order  that  they  might 
cnrii^  themselves,"  10981 

That  votes  were  taken  under  circumstances 
which  were  not  creditable,  11314 

Remarks  of  an  insulting  character  should  be 
withdrawn,  iiait 

Moticns.—A  motion  "  That  the  Chairman  re- 
port progress  "  is  not  open  to  debate,  374<i 
4580 ;  may  be  moved  although  an  amendment 
before  the  Committee  has  not  been  disposed 
of,  12076 

A  motion  dissenting  from  a  ruling  of  the 
Chairman   must  be   submitted   in  writing, 

3298 

Pairs. — Are  not  oflScially  recognised,  6793-4 
Papers. — A   Minister  reading   from  a  Slate 
document   or  any  paper  likely  to  be  pub- 
lished may  be  asked  to  lav  it  on  the  table, 
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BOUNGS — Chaisman  07  COHlliTTEES — continued. 
If  a  quotation  is  made  frocn  a  private  letter 
the  member  making  it  may  give  or  withhold 
the  name  of  the  writer  at  his  discretioOj 

5222 

Prsetdt^e  in  Committee. — The  Committee  hu 
fall  power  to  decide  its  own  procedure, 
i3»,  6388 

Though  a  ruliai;  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees is  occasionally  referred  to  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  is  much  better  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  arrange  its  own  business,  1312 

The  Committee  may  order  complicated  ques* 
tioas  to  be  divided,  4359,  10663,  lo/H 

Where  there  is  doubt  as  to  how  a  question 
should  be  put  the  Chairman  is  prepared  to 
listen  to  suggestions,  5441 

The  Committee  is  not  supposed  to  know  what 
takes  place  in  the  House,  ro57o 

The  Committee  should  decide  its  own  pro- 
cedure, and  there  should  be  uo  appeal  to 
the  Speaker  from  a  decision  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees,  10739 

The  Chairman  ts  not  called  upon  to  interpret 
the  effect  of  any  proposal,  10739,  10812 

Qutrum, — When  a  quorum  hai  been  called  for, 
until  those  present  have  been  counted  no 
member  should  leave  the  Chamber*  6800 

Quotations. — member  may  quote  from  an 
unfinidted  debate  of  the  current  acsiion, 
7139 

Tile  Cbairmau  cannot  control  the  reading  of 
any  document  relevant  to  thr  question,  7331 

Ridings. — If  a  ruling  of  the  Chairman  is  dis- 
puted a  motion  dissenting  from  it  must  be 
moved  at  once,  3297 

A  motion  dissenting  from  a  ruling  of  the 
Chairman  must  be  submitted  in  writing, 
3398 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  give 
rulings  on  technical  questions,  10884;  on. 
hypothetical  cases,  4764,  5640,  10678,  rioio 

The  Chairman's  ruling  should  not  be  disctused 
except  on  a  specific  motion  dissenting  from 
it,  15640,  638S,  6705,  7096,  9987-8,  10738, 
10742,  1 1 546 

It  is  customary  for  the  Chairman  to  uphold 
the  ruling  of  a  Temporary  Chairman,  9977 

A  member  should  not  attempt  to  evade  a 
ruling  of  the  Chairman,  11379 

Senate. — The  twms  of  messages  to  the  Senate 
are  determined  not  by  a  Committee  but 
the  House,  ir544 

Sf  taker.  Sir. — ^A  ruling  by  Mr.  Speaker  should 
not  be  discussed  in  Committee,  1310 

Susfension  of  Sitting. — There  is  no  time  de- 
6nitely  fiied  for  thi  suspension  of  a  sitting 
and  should  the  Committee  continue  to  sit 
after  the  hour  at  which  the  business  is  or- 
dinarily suspended,  the  proceedings  are  in 
no  way  invalidated,  7355 

Tanf. — A  motion  for  the  consideration  of  a 
number  of  items  en  bloe  may  be  moved 
when  the  general  questioa  is  being  discussed, 
but  not  after  the  first  item  has  been  put  from 
the  Chair,  40ofi 

Each  item  of  a  Tariff  is  in  itself  a  separate 
enactment,  4006 

It  is  in  order  to  move  the  postponement  of  an 
item  or  items  until  a  subsctjucnt  item  or 
items  b^ve  been  dealt  with,  4007,  4120,  4122, 
4331.  46*6 


Rulings — Chaikuan  or  Committies — continued. 

The  covering  clauses  of  a  Tariff  are  merely 
explanatory,  and  are  put  to  the  Committee 
when  the  items  have  been  dealt  with,  when 
amendments  may  be  moved  upon  them,  4007 

An  amendment  of  general  application  exempt- 
ing packages  from  duty  it  not  in  order;  but 
an  amendment  to  exempt  from  duty  all 
packages  in  connexion  with  a  specific  item 
may  be  moved,  4088 

An  amendment  to  increase  a  duty  can  be  pro- 
posed only  by  a  Minister ;  but  an  amend- 
ment which  would  reduce  or  would  not  in- 
crease a  duty  may  be  moved  by  a  private 
member,  4305,  4674,  4764,  5364,  5555-6,  5640, 
611S,  6911,  7103,  7107 

On  a  motion  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
certain  items  the .  merits  of  the  duties  pro- 
posed in  respect  of  them  cannot  be  debated, 

4329.  434* 

It  is  in  order  to  move  the  postponement  of 
items  up  to  and  inclusive  of  a  certain  item 
with  the  exception  of  other  intervening  items, 

433>.  4334-5*  4^*6 
If  on  an  amendment  to  except  certain  items 
from  those  proposed  to  be  postponed  a  fur- 
ther amendment  to  except  other  items  _  is 
negatived,  no  further  amendment  proposing 
the  exception  of  fresh  items  can  be  received, 

4358 

If  a  question  involving  a.  number  of  items  u 
considered  a  complicated  question,  by  leave 
of  the  Committee,  each  item  may  be  put 
separately,  4359,  7073.  7076,  7080 

An  amendment  to  make  an  article  duty  free 
under  the  General  Tariff,  and  also  from  the 
United  Kingdom  having  been  rejected,  it  is 
in  order  to  move  that  it  be  dutiable  under 
the  General  Tariff  and  free  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  4574-5 

An  amendment  to  make  an  article  dutiable  at 
5  per  cent,  under  the  General  Tariff  and  also 
from  the  United  Kingdom  having  been  re- 
jected it  is  in  order  to  move  that  it  be  duti* 
able  at  10  per  cent,  under  the  General  Tariff 
and  5  per  cent,  from  the  United  Kingdom ; 
but  should  the  latter  proposal  be  agreed  to 
it  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  that  the 
duty  should  be  10  per  cent,  under  the  Gene- 
ral Tariff  and  also  from  the  United  King- 
dom, 4S79 

A  motion  to  postpone  a  particular  item  in- 
volves the  postponement  of  that  item  only, 

4fia5 

An  amendment  adding  horses  to  the  list  of 
animals  proposed  to  be  made  dutiable  and 
fixing  the  duty  at  los.  per  head  having  been 
agreed  to,  no  subsequent  amendment  to  the 
item  can  be  received  which  would  alter  the 
duty  on  horses  agreed  to,  4772-3 

An  item  having  been  amended,  the  question  : 
That  the  item,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to — is 
put  and,  if  carried,  no  further  amendment 
to  the  item  can  be  moved,  4773 

In  submitting  amendments  to  Tariff  items  that 
proposing  the  lowest  duty  is  put  first,  4954, 
5850 

An  amendment  fixing  a  duty  at  a  certain  rate 
having  been  agreed  to,  no  further  amend- 
ment by  way  of  reduction^ can  be  jeceived, 
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Rulings — Chaiemah  of  COMMrrrtts — continued. 

Aq  amendment  in  the  form  "  and  on  and 
after  "  a  certain  date,  duty  at  a  certain  mte, 
may  be  amended  by  the  omission  of  the 
words  "and  on  and  after,"  4970 

One  part  of  an  item  having  been  amended 
no  amendment,  to  an  earlier  part  can  be 
received,  5159,  5743,  7141,  7224 

No  amendmrat  inconsistent  with  a  previous 
decision  of  the  Committee  can  be  received, 

4778.  544a.  5464.  7021,  7092,  7»84-5.  72". 
7355,  10725,  10815,  iioio-ii,  11205 

An  amendment  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 

an  article  ia  not  m  order,  5465 
An  amendment  imposing  an  Excise  duty  on 

non-compliance   with  certain  wages  condt* 

tions  cannot  be  received,  5556-7 

It  is  not  in  order  in  dealine  with  Tariff  reso- 
lutions to  attempt  to  include  conditions 
which  ought  properly  to  be  included  in  a 

Bill,  5556-7 

The  Committee  cannot  go  back  to  an  item 
previously  dealt  with,  but  it  may  be  again 
considered  when  the  resolutions  are  re- 
ported. 5712,  6557,  6632,  6704 

On  a  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  an  item 
the  merits  of  the  proposal  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed, 5733 

The  Committee  having  decided  that  certain 
words  in  an  item  shall  stand,  no  amendment 
to  alter  them  can  be  received,  5848,  6772, 
6889,  7080-1,  7083.4 

After  a  duty  has  been  agreed  to  the  Chairman 
will  not  receive  amendments  altering  the 
duty  after  certain  dates  since  by  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  course  there  would  be  no 
finality,  5*47-8 

Ao  amendment  to  make  the  duties  applicable 
to  a  certain  item  20  per  cent,  and  5  per 
cent,  having  been  negatived,  it  is  in  order 
to  move  for  duties  of  to  per  cent,  and  5 
per  cent.,  5850 

An  amendment  to  admit  free  of  dutj  the  whole 
of  the  articles  included  in  a  certain  item  may 
be  moved  after  an  amendment  dealing  with 
certain  articles  in  the  item  has  been  dealt 
with,  5914 

An  amendment  proposing  a  fixed  dnty  may  be 
received  although  it  would  impose  duty  at 
about  the  same  rate  as  an  ad  valorem  duty 
previously  rejected,  5969 

The  letters  "  n.e.i."  refer  only  to  articles  simi- 
lar to  those  included  in  the  particular  item 
to  which  they  are  attached,  6705 

An  asterisk  attached  to  an  item  brings  the 
articles  which  preceeded  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  corresponding  footnote  to  the 
Tariff,  and  should  the  asterisk  be  omitted,  the 
footnote  would  cease  to  have  any  applica- 
tion to  these  articles,  6745,  6833 

It  is  in  order  in  discussing  Tariff  items  to 
debate  the  right  of  Departmental  officers 
to  advise  as  to  matters  of  policy,  6895 

The  reading  of  business  testimonials  cannot 
be  permitted,  since  if  the  practice  became 
general  there  would  be  no  finality  to  Tariff 
discussions,  6929 

An  amendment  of  an  amendment  may  be 
received  though  it  might  have  the  effect  of 
re-affirming,  whoHv  or  in  part,  the  original 
proposal,  6988,  7281 


Rulings — Chairman  of  CoMMrrrEES — continued. 

On  a  motioii  to  make  Timber,  undressed, 
n.e.i.,  in  sizes  12  in.  by  6  m.,  dutiable,  it 
is  in  order  to  move  as  an  amendment  the 
insertion  of  the  words  "  other  than  New 
Zealand  white  pine  cut  to  Mzes  for  butter 
boxes,  in  bond,"  7086 

An  amendmcDt  omitting  "  New  Zealand  pine" 
from  an  item  in  which  it  would  have  been 
dutiable  having  been  negatived,  it  ia  com- 
petent to  move  the  insertion  of  a  new  para- 
graph to  the  item  pioviding  that  it  shall  be 
admitted  free,  7095 

An  amendment  having  been  moved,  a  prior 
amendment  cannot  be  received  until  the  first 
is  withdrawn,  7196 

An  amendment  upon  which  an  amendment  has 
been  moved  cannot  be  withdrawn  tuless  the 
.imendmcnt  moved  upon  it  is  also  withdrawn, 
7212 

The  Committee  having  decided  that  printing 
paper  used  exclusively  for  newspapers  shall 
be  admitted  free  of  duty,  it  is  in  order  to 
propose  the  insertion,  as  a  new  paragraph  to 
the  item,  of  "  Printing,  n.e.i.,  free,"  7^13 

A  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  an  item  can- 
not be  moved  until  the  resolutions  have  been 
reported,  7255,  7449 

To  permit  the  discussion  of  actual  business 
transactions  of  particular  firms  in  the  de- 
bate upon  an  item  might  lead  to  endless 
debate,  7315^6 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  decide 
what  duties  can  be  collected,  7345 

With  the  consent  of  the  Committee  Uie  Chair- 
man will  make  such  alterations  in  the  form 
of  an  amendment  which  has  been  agreed  to 
as  will  carry  out  thi  expressed  will  of  the 
Committee,  7346 

An  incidental  reference  to  an  item  not  im- 
mediately before  the  Committee  is  in  order, 
7348 

It  is  not  customary  to  postpone  an  item  which 
has  been  amended,  but  in  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances that  course  may  be  adopted,  by 
leave  of  the  Committee,  7405-6 

With  the  consent  of  the  Committee,  the 
Chairman  will  correct  cleiical  errors  in  a 
Tariff  schedule,  7441 

It  is  in  order  to  produce  for  the  inspection 
of  members  samples  of  any  article,  on 
which  a  duty  is  proposed,  10625 

Tariff. — Senate's  Requests. — In  dealing  with 
amendments  requested  by  the  Senate,  a 
motion  fixing  t^c  date  on  which  the  amend- 
ment is  made  as  the  date  of  its  operation  is 
in  order,  10503-4;  but  the  Committee  may 
at  the  same  time  deal  with  any  item  in  a 
special  way,  10527 

If  a  motion  for  a  modification  of  a  requested 
amendment  is  not  carried  it  is  still  open  to 
the  Committee  to  accept  or  reject  the  amend- 
ment, ro564 

A  proposed  modification  of  a  requested  amend- 
ment should  be  relevant  to  the  ameodment, 
10574,  10579 

A  proposed  modification  of  a  requested  amend- 
ment should  not  involve  the  introduction  of 
a  new  item,  10574,  10579,  10885-89,  11027 

Any  relevant  modification  of  a  requested 
amendment  may  be  proposed,  10580,  10682, 
loSor.  >o9io.^no2j^^.(g^5^iS63 
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Rulings— Chairman  of  Committkes— rtfdft'liwrf. 

Tht  Senate,  having  requested  the  amendment 
of  an  item  by  the  omission  of  the  wotds 
**  including  women's  and  children's  dress 
-ffoods"  the  insertion  of  the  words  "includ- 
ing women's  and  children's  dress  flannels" 
after  the  words  "  dress  goods  "  may  be  pro- 
-posed  as  a  modification,  although  the  re< 
^jnested  amendment  be  not  made,  10627-8 

^e  Committee  may  accept,  reject,  or  modify 
a  requested  amendment,  10638 

The  CommiUee  can  deal  only  with  the  part  of 
an  item  which  is  affected  by  a  requested 
amendment,  10668,  10678,  10747-8,  10804, 
10806 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  Chairman,  but  of 
'the  House,  to  determine  whether  it  is  com- 
ipetent  for  the  Senate  to  make  a  certain  re- 
'quest,  10675 

It  is  not  in  order  to  discuss  what  the  Senate 
might  do  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  a 
certain  course  in  dealing  with  a  requested 
amendment,  10729 

Should  the  Senate  request  that  an  item  be 
imadc  "  free,"  a  member  desiring  a  lower 
■duty  than  that  previously  agreed  to  by  the 
•Committee  should  move  by  way  of  amend- 
•Bient  of  the  motion  "  That  the  requested 
■amendment  be  not  made,"  when  the  lowest 
•duty  proposed  would  be  put  first,  10732-8, 
10741 

An  amendment  to  add  to  the  motion  "That 
the  requested  amendment  be  not  made,"  the 
words  "  in  the  form  in  which  it  appears  in 
this  column"  involves  a  direct  negative,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  received,  10735 

A  member  desiring  the  imposition  of  duties 
lower  than  those  proposed  by  a  requested 
amendment  should  move  a  modification  of 
the  requested  amendment,  lorga 

A  modification  of  a  requested  amendment  is 
put  from  the  Chair  before  the  amendment 
itself,  10886,  rio27;  and  that  proposing  the 
lowest  duty  is  put  hrst,  11037 

It  is  Dot  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  dis- 
cover how  any  proposal  will  affect  other 
items  in  the  Tariff,  108^^9 

One  modification  of  a  requested  amendment 
must  be  disposed  of  before  another  is  moved, 
11117 

When  a  modification  has  been  agreed  to,  the 
item,  as  modified,  is  put  from  the  Chair, 

IIIQO 

A  member  desiring  the  imposition  of  a  higher 
duty  than  those  provided  for  in  a  proposed 
modification  of  a  requested  amendment  may 
move  to  amend  the  proposed  modification, 
11191 

The  Committee,  in  dealing  with  requested 
amendments,  has  the  whole  Bill  before  it, 
and  may,  if  necessary,  revert  from  the 
schedule  to  the  body  of  the  Bill,  11213 

A  motion  proposing  the  omission  of  an  item 
on  which  the  two  Houses  disagree,  may  be 
moved,  11538 

A  motion  "  That  the  requested  amendment  he 
made,"  cannot  be  received  if  it  involves  the 
insertion  of  a  new  item,  11543;  but  such  a 
motion  is  in  order  if  the  requested  amend- 
ment involves  merely  the  mudificatiion  of 
^n  itein,  11.546 


Chaibmin  of  CouurmES,  Temforarv  : 
Mi.  Batcheloki 

Amendments. — Following  the  ^  practice  pre- 
viously adopted  by  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees, an  amendment  equivalent  to  a 
direct  negative  may  be  submrtted,  1319 

There  can  only  be  one  amendment  before  ((le 
Committee  at  the  one  time,  6629-30 

Conversations  and  Interruftions  are  disorderly, 
6659,  1IH93 

Debate. — ^Thc  discussion  must  be  relevant  to 
the  question,  3348-91  H^S^i  5fi»4»  6895t  S?'?' 
7a65»  73aS»  99^9.  «>4q3.  "37« 

The  ventilation  of  grievances  before  Supnly 
has  been  by  Standing  Order  limited  to  a 
formal  supply  motion  once  a  mcmth,  3348-9 

It  is  not  in  order  to  reflect  upon  the  impar- 
tiality, of  the  Chair,  4455 

It  is  not  the  invariable  rule  to  call  on  mem* 
bers  from  each  side  alternately,  4455 

It  is  distinctly  disorderly  for  a  member  to 
interject  white  the  Chairman  is  speaking, 

4455 

Estimates.— A  matter  covered  by  a  vote  in  the 
Estimates  for  another  Department  cannot 
Ee  discussed  on  the  Treasurer's  Estimates 
merely  because  the  money  is  paid  bv  the 
Treasurer,  9969 

Tarif. — An  amendment  to  increase  a  duty 
cannot  be  moved  by  a  private  member, 
68og-io,  7108 

No  amendment  inconsistent  with  a  previous 
decision  of  the  Committefc  can  be  received, 

7265 

Tariff— Senate^  s  Requests.  —  The  Committee 
can  deal  only  with  the  part  of  an  item  that 
is  affected  by  a  requested  amendment,  11553 

Mr.  Fowler  : 

Convrrsations  are  disorderly,  6528 

Debate. — A  member's  denial  of  a  statement 
attributed  to  him  must  be  accepted,  5318 

The  discussion  must  be  relevant  to  the  ques- 
tion, 669a 

A  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  a  vote  does  not  involve  a 
point  of  order,  6694 

Mr.  WILKS: 

Amendments.— ^^en  an  amendment  is  be* 
fore  the  Committee,  it  must  be  withdrawn 
before  a  prior  amendment  can  be  received, 

6579 

Conversations  are  disorderly,  4433 

Debate. — It  is  not  in  order  to  anticipate  a 
debate  which  may  take  place  during  the 
consideration  of  an  Order  of  the  Day  al- 
ready  on  the  bu^W^O<7)gle 
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TRASB  AND  GUSTOX8. 

ADunnsntATios. 
Seneit: 

Want  of  pow«!r  on  part  of  administrative 
head,  supply,  6.^10 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie,  reported 
Customs  leakages,  6393,  6409 

House  of  Representatives: 

Border  stations,  supply,  9984-5-90 
Contingencies  and  increased  expenditure, 
supply,  9993-4-6 ;  Over-sea  ships,  cliange 
of  policy  in  regard  to  collection  of 
duties,  supply,  9993-3 
Questions  by — 
Mr.    Glynn,    Customs  administration, 
Adelaide,  increased  staff  and  delays, 
10703 

Mr   Hutchison,  reported  Customs  leak- 

''ge".  6354 
Mr.    Salmon,    seizure    and    sale  of 
Japanese  goods,  6034 ;  Mr.  Wise,  613a 

ACRICULTUKAL  Bdrcau.    [See  Home  Affaiks.] 

Aguciiltuul  Ihpluunt  Makess— Habvcs- 
ms— Exasi  Tariff  (Agricultural  Macbn 
MERr)  Act. 

S»nete; 

Administration  of  Excise  Tariff  (Agricul- 
tural Machinery)  Act  and  defects  in  the 
Act,  5746-74;  supply,  6303  6,  63r4. 

7.  6319,  6338.32.45 

Agricultural  Implement  Makers'  Union 
and  Mr.  Woolf,  expl.,  adj.,  5493.6 

Failure  to  enforce  provisions  of  ii\^ise 
Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinery)  Act^  adj., 
4*77-8 

Motion  by  Senator  Needham,  for  return 
showing  exemptions  under  Excise  Tariff 
Act  and  wages  paid,  650 

Price  of  Stripper.Harvestera,  Tariff, 
7595*  statutory  reduction  of  prices,  in- 
quiries as  to,  supply,  8902 

Refusal  of  Exemption  Certificate  to  Mr. 
McKay,  and  collection  of  Excise,  adj., 
5781-3 

Sun^iae  Harvester  employes,  cost  of  ap. 

plication  to  Court,  supply,  8993-95 
Questions  bv— 
Senator  Chataway,  Excise  collected  and 

exemptions  under  Act,  1937 
Senator     demons,    conditions  under 
which   harvesters   are  manufactured, 
1937 

Senator  Dubson,  inquiries  as  to  enforc- 
ing provisions  of  Excise  Tariff  Act, 
2055 ;  as  to  date  of  hearing  argu- 
ments in  Excise  Harvester  case,  7796 

Senator  Findley,  cost  of  application  to 
Court,  5177 

Senator  Findley,  posting  schedules  of 
wages  in  factories,  6189,  6245 ;  in 
post  offices,  Senator  Stewart,  639^ 

Senator  McGregor,  presentation  of  report 
by  Chief  Inspector  of  Excise,  South 
Australia,  7568 

Senator  Milieu,  power  to  postpone  col- 
lection of  Excise,  6rSq 

Senator  Mulcahv,  police  inquiries  in 
Tasmania  and  intentions  of  Govern, 
ment,  5560 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Agricultural      Implement      Makers,      &c. — 
eontimted. 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild,  application  by  employ^ 
for  assistance  of  accountant,  and  scope 
of  amending  Bill.  436a 

Senator  Pearce,  power  to  enter  factoriei 
in  coruexion  with  collection  of  Ex. 
cise,  6395 

Senator  E.  J.  Rnsscll,  strike  of  imple- 
ment makers  at  Horsham,  3049;  ex- 
emption of  Messrs.  May  and  Millaz, 
3r49;  amendment  of  Constitution  if 
Act  held  unooDstitutional,  7543;  en- 
forcement of  Mr.  Justice  HigginsT 
award,  7567 

Senator  W.  Russell,  harvesters,  slatv- 
tory  reduction  of  prices,  9796,  iiaai 

Senator  Sayers,  harvester  case,  delivery 
of  judgment,  11381 

Senator  Stewart,  amendment  of  Act, 
5r75,  5384 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  regulation  of 
«8e»i  5980 

Senator  Vardon,  Mr.  McKay's  price  for 
harvesters,  10919,  ti23o;  SeikatoF 
Symon  and  Senator  W.  Russell, 
10930 ;  Senator  St.  Ledger,  r  1 220 ; 
Senator  Pulsford,  evasion  of  Act  by 
selling  on  terms,  11221 

Senator  MiUen,  reported  collection  of 
ExdK.  5857 

House  of  Representatives : 
Administration  of  Act,  supply,  628a 
^plicants  for  exempttoni  inconvenienced, 

supply,  5705 
Award    of    Coqxt,    violation    of,  adj., 

13158.68 

Credit  prices  of  harvesters,  obt,  on  3R.  of 
Australian  Indurtriei  Preservation  Bill, 
9585-90 

Exemptions  imder  Excise  Tariff  (Agricul- 
tural Machmery  Act),  address,  334, 
ebs.,    3843-4,    Budget,  2934-31,  0985, 

Failure  of  Minister  to  act  on  information 
supplied,  and  amendment  of  Act,  adj., 
5558-9 

lucreased   charges   resulting   from  Excise 

duties,  supply,  17^^*7 
Injustice  of  enforcing  payment  of  Excise, 

where    manufacturers    have    paid  what 

were  considered  reasonable  wages,  adj., 

6356-70 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hutchison  for  return 
showtuE  exemptions  under  Excise  Tariff 
Act  and  wages  paid  in  St^uth  Australia, 
1090 

Nationalisation    of     industry,  addrtn, 

349;   expl.,  501 
Printing  and  distribution  of  judgment  of 

Court  in  Harvester  Excise  cases,  adj., 

5800 

Rates  of  wages  under  Excise  Tariff  Act, 
supply,  1795-7;  Budget.  3107 

Unsatisfactory     adotinistration  i   of  Act, 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  S,  1908. 
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TUM  AND  CvsTOUS—coniitiued. 

Agricnltnial      Implement      Makers,  &c — 
eoHtituted. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  imports  of  stripper- 

banresters,  7038,  7297,  7418 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  position  of  employes  Tf 
Excise  collected  be  paid  into  Cocsoli- 
dated  Revenue,  5909 ;  amending  Excise 
legislation  and  retrospective  aspect  of 
Act,  6r3o 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  judgment  in  Excise  case 
to  be  made  a  State  paper,  5909;  and 
also  schedule  of  wages,  Mr.  Fisher, 
5909 ;  Mr.  McWilliams,  extension  of 
award  to  country  blacksmiths,  7296 

Mr.  Crouch,  removal  of  anomalies  re- 
garding standard  wages,  6330 

Mr.  Fairbaim,  payment  of  Excise  and 
right  of  appeal,  6130 

Mr.  Fisher,  steos  to  be  taken  to  enforce 
Excise  Tariff  Act,  5801 ;  judicial  com- 
ment on  Government  inaction,  7294 

Sir  }.  Forrest,  application  of  schedules 
of  wages  fixed  by  Minister  and  Mr. 
Justice  Higgins,  and  guide  to  West 
Aostralian  mannfactuTerst  6330 

Colonel  Fozton,  value  of  goods  upon 
which  ExciM  was  pajrable  under  Ex- 
cise Tariff  Act,  and  inquiries  regard- 
ing exemptions,  3336 

Mr.  Eraser,  uniform  rates  of  wages  in 
industry,  7205  ' 

Mr.  Glynn,  reasons  for  abandoning 
method  of  protecting  labour  under 
Excise  Tariff  Act  3268,  3302, 

3421 ;  collection  of  Import  duty  on 
narvesters  and  constitutionality  of  Ex- 
cue,  5909;  effect  of  Ml.  Justice  Hi^- 
gins*  award,  6330;  standard  of  urn- 
formity,  7395;  rule  as  to  uniformity 
laid  down  by  Act,  7296 

Mr.  Hutchison,  complaints  against 
Hawke  and  Co.,  5520;  reported  ces- 
sation of  collection  of  Excise  and 
guarantee  of  conformity  with  Act, 
6130;  preaentatioD  of  notices  issued 
under  the  Act,  6354;  names  of  manu- 
facturers who  have  furnished  security, 
68t  I ;  and  action  to  be  taken  against 
those  who  have  not,  7036 

Mr.  Hutchison,  supply  of  promised  re- 
turn and  collection  of  Excise,  i7.<;o, 
3347,  3688,  2790-1,  «;69i ;  cause  of  de- 
lay in  collecting  Excise,  3268,  7396 

Mr.  Hutchison,  regulation  of  prices  of 
harvesters,  9584;  and  fair  profits  for 
manufacturer,  Mr.  Fairbaira,  (1584 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  retrospective  opera- 
tion of  Act,  6130 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  enforcement  of  Act  in 
respect  of  arieart,  <;go8-9,  6097;  Mr. 
Palmer,  7296 

Mr.  Johnson,  statement  by  Labour  Call 
as  to  average  wages  at  Sonshine  Har- 
vester Works,  4927 

Mr.  Mathews,  reduction  of  duties  if 
Excise  held  to  be  unconstitutional, 
59oq 

Mr.  McDougall,  repeal  of  Act  by  new 
Tariff  12155 


Teadb  and  CvsTous-^oMtinued. 
Agricultural    Implement    Makers,  Ac. — ton- 
Hnued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  O'Malley,  intention  of  Government, 
7171;  Mr.  Sampson,  effect  of  signing 
guarantee,  7296 

Mr.  O'Malley,  supply  by  manufacturers 
of  names  of  employes  and  wages 
paid,  6354;  repres^tation  of  Govern, 
ment  in  Excise  proceedings,  7417 

Mr.  McDougall.  dismissal  of  employ^ 
at  Sunshine  Harvester  Works,  7463; 
cash  and  credit  prices  of  hanreiteis, 

Mr,  Poynton,  harvesters,  reduction  in 
prices  under  Customs  Tariff  Act  1906, 
8817,  9582-3;  Mr.  J.  Cook  and  Mr. 
Fisher,  9583;  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Thomas  Brown,  and  Mr.  J,  Cook, 
cash  and  credit  prices,  9584 

Mr.  Poynton,  amending  legislation  to 
limit  credit  price  of  stripper>har- 
vesters,  9583 

Mr.  Reid,  conformity  to  new  standard 
and  redress  of  hardships,  6097 

Mr.  Reid  and  Mr,  Fairbaim,  ^arantee 
bond  for  payment  of  Excise,  6229 

Mr.  Sampson,  discrimination  between 
manufacturers  throughout  States, 
6098;  amount  of  security  demanded, 
6131 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  wages 
under  Excise  Tariff  Acts,  6096 

Mr.  Tudor,  omission  of  Excise  duty 
from  revised  proposals,  1748 ;  re- 
ported employment  of  cheap  labour 
by  Hassey-Harrts  Coy.,  7115 

Mr.  Tudor,  procedure  In  event  of  Court 
ordering  higher  wages  to  be  paid, 
4748;  preparation  of  statutory  rules, 
49*6-7 

Mr.  Watson,  exemptions  conditional  on 
payment  of  arrears,  6098 

Bahamas. 

Seriate  : 

Questions  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  value  of 
imports  from  Queensland  into  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  and  inspection  fees 
charged,  447a,  4706 

BOASD  OF  Trade. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Coon,   Mr.   Hirsch,   as  Victorian 
correspondent  of,  405 ;  Mr.  Kelly,  406 
Mr.   Crouch,   statement  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  as   to  appointment   of  An>> 
tralian  correspondent,  4957 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  claim  by  Common- 
wealth Government  to  be  consulted  re> 
garding  appointment  of  correspon< 
dents.  4957 
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Index  to  Subjects, 


Trade  and  Casrous—caniiMued. 
Bounties. 
Senate  -■ 

Cons,  amdts.  in  Bill  relating  to*  6353-4 
For  white  labour  ia  pearling  iaduitrjr,  etd- 
dress,  478 

Granting  of,  address,  59,  294,  385,  477 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Chatawav,  preparation  of  regu- 
lations under  Act,  7653 
Senator  Dobson,  Bounties  Act,  mini- 
mum quantities  of  products  and  ex- 
pert advice,  9138 
Senator  Pearce,.  application  by  Western 
Australia  to  grant  bounties,  5175,  5284 

House  of  Represenlaiives  ■■ 

Attitude  of  Opposition  comer  to  BouD* 
ties  Bill,  Age  comments,  obs.,  1379-80 

Con  f  erencc  of  Experts,  distribution  ol 
Report,  obi.,  by  Mr.  Fuller,  648 

Estimated  payments  under  Bounties  Bill, 
Budget,  163a 

Granting   of,   address,   109,   117-8,  130, 

*64-5.  330 

To  encourage  iron  industry,  suffly,  1645 ; 

Budget.  3382-3,  266074 
To    encourage    ship    building,  Budget, 

2660-74 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bamfoid,  Senate's  amdts..  Bounties 
Bill.  5415 

Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  iron  bounties  and 
report  by  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
raent  on  material  supplied  by  Messrs 
Sandford  and  Co.,  6229;  Mr.  Palmer, 
State  suMdies  to,  7027 

Mr.  Crouch,  applications  under  Act, 
11390 

Mr.  Johnson,  agreement  between  State 

Government  and  Mr.  Sandford  as  to 

iron  bounty,  7416-7 
Mr,  Knox,  reported  move  of  Opposition 

corner  regarding  Bill  relating  to,  88t 

[See  SUCAB  INDCSTRY.] 

BBXWnEES. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Sampson,  excise  fees, 
9480 

BUTTEB. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Grading  regulations,  334-6 

Effect  of  shipping  combine  on  butter 
freights,  adj.,  3936-69 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  O'Malley,  action  of  Victorian  Butter 
Freights  Committee,  io8q 

Mr.  Sinclair,  altering  system  of  grade 
marking,  4649 

Mr.  Thomas,  contemplated  increase  of 
freights,  3934-5 

Mr.  Wise,  importation  of  butter  into 
Philippines,  5210;  Mr.  Maloney,  6726 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  proposals  of  Coofer< 
cnce  on  grading,  1413 ;  making  butter- 
boxes  in  bond,  6591 

iSee  EmasAi  Affairs,  "  Philippines."] 


TRAin  AND  0:STan%— continued. 

Celluloid. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  T.  Brown,  prohibition  of 
manufactures  of,  10703 

Coal. 

House   of  Refreseniaitves: 

Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  Victorian  coal 
mines  and  State  assistance,  7028 

[See  "  iNDDsniAL,"  and  "  Mohopoliks, 
Trusts,  and  Couunbs."] 

CoHMERcE  Act. 

Senate  : 

Appointment  of  Commonwealth  officer  to 

administer  Act,  suffly,  6352 
Vote  to  States  for  cost  of  adminitteringt 

suffly,  6352-3 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Clemons,  return  showing  pro- 
ceedings under,  11303 
Senator  Macfarlane,  expenses  under,  133; 
issue  of  notice  to  fruit-growers,  7701* 
7754 ;  and  resolutions  passed  by  Taa- 
manian  Fruit-growers  Union,  7849 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Operation  of,  address, 

Reimbursing   States,  cost  of  administer* 

ing,  Budget,  iS^j 
Vote  to  States  for  cost  of  administering,, 

suffly,  6290 

{See  Bluxr.] 

Commercial  Age.sts. 
Senate: 

Circular   to   Chambers  of   Commerce  on 

appointment  of,  suffly,  8919 
Question  by — 

Senator   Chataway,  circular  regarding 

Commonwealth  agents,  8554 
Commonwealth  agents  abroad,  issue  of 
circular,  suffly,  8919-20 

CoHUERciAL  Congress.     [See  EmsNAL  Ar- 
fairs.] 


COPTRIGHT. 

House  of  Refresentaiives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Crouch,  promised  legisU. 
tion  regarding  newspaper  copyright,  5130 

COBM  AND  POTAIO  SaCXS. 

Senate: 
Questions  by- 
Senator  Chatawav,  application  of  regn- 

lation  to  sugar  bags,  7563 
Senator  Guthrie,   legislation  rcstricttaf 

sixe,  1567;  Senator  Clemons,  1^68 
Senator  McGreeor^^bat  is  iwing  done 


J^Ujf  3,  1907t  to  June  6,  1908. 
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Tbaue  and  Custous — continued. 

Corn  and  Potato  Sacks — eontinued. 

Hause  of  RMfretentatives : 
Herald  statemeDts  as  to  weight  of  grain 

bags,  adj.,  9734 
QuestioDs  by- 
Mr.  Atkinson,  postponement  of  procia- 

mation,  11051 
Mr.  Bamford,  intention  of  Minister  to 
vary  determinattoa,  741^ ;  agreement 
with   States  and   extension  to  sugar 
ba^,  1 105 1 
Mi.  Tilley  Brown*  legal  size  of  com- 

sacks,  b22T,  Mr.  Hutchison,  6228 
Mr.  Tilley  Brown,  deputation  to  Ve- 
rnier of  Victoria  and  letter  to  Min- 
ister,  7461 ;  Sir  T.  Quick,  repudiation 
by  deputation  of  desire  to  use  heavy 
bags,  ^4^3  >  Sampson,  decision  of 
Mi.  Bent  and  attitude  of  Minister, 
7462 

Mr.  Glynn,  proclamation,  under  what 
section  of  Commerce  Act  issued, 
1075a;  Mr.  Sinclair,  on  whose  advice 
issued,  10753 

Mr.  Glynn>  supply  for  next  harvest, 
10610 

Mi.  Hughes,  bags  in  Queen's  Hall, 
weight  carrying  by  Premiers,  10787; 
Mr.  Palmer,  personal  remarks  by 
Minister,  10787 

Mr.  Livingston,  Premiers'  Conference 
resolution  and  withholding  of  procla* 
mation,  10700 

Mr.  Mathews,  size  and  weight  of  wheat 
baes  at  Rainbow  station,  9767 

Mr.  Page,  capacity  of  Java  bags,  7461 

Mr.  Palmer,  opportunity  to  discuss 
proposed  alteration,  6355;  conference 
with  the  States  representatives,  10970 

Mr.  Foynton,  display  of  proposed  stan- 
dard grain  bag,  9845,  and  of  a  475 
lb.  grain  bag,  Mr.  Tudor,  9845 

Mr.  Storrer,  nature  of  instructions 
issued  by  Department,  and  Sir  J.  For- 
rest, authority  for  their  issue,  6355 

Mr,  J.  Thomson,  postpone  reduction 
of  standard  size,  74r4;  Mr.  Glynn 
106 10 

Cotton,  Absorbent  : 

House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Liddell,  free  admisuon 
of,  for  surgical  purposes,  10751 

■Cotton  Industry. 
Senate  .- 

Cotton  ginning  machinery,  exemption 
from  duty,  address,  382-3 

Question  by  Senator  Sayera,  free  admis- 
sion ginning  machinery,  Saq 

{See  KxTERNAL  Affairs,  "  CorrON  Pro- 
DOCMON."] 

CusTOHS  Adjustments.   {See  Treasury,  "  Fin- 
ance, Relations  witb  States."] 

Customs  Bonds. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 
Question  by  Mr.  Hedges,  tonnnge  capa. 
city   of  <ind   denial  of   privileges  to 
Western  Australia,  2348,  2689-90 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Customs  Certificates. 
Senate : 

Motion  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  that  Cus- 
toms Department  be  instructed  to  accept 
from  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Great 
Britain  certificates  of  value  of  British 
goods  at  plate  of  export,  1953;  debated, 
1957 :  withdrawn,  1965 

Question  by  Senator  Macfarlane,  certifi- 
cates of  values  1^  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  7937  . 

Customs  Confebxnce. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway,  Customs 
conference,  Pretoria,  10931 

[See  SuGAS  iKDDsnr.] 

Customs  Dbcisions. 

Senate  : 

Difficulties  of  centralization,  sufftyt 
1858-9 

Customs  £ntiuss. 
House  of  Represeniativet : 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Glynn,  checking  of  entries,  4085; 
Port  Adelaide  system  unsatisfactory, 
9580 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catts,  delay  in  passing  entries 
at  Melbourne,  462a 

Customs  Houses. 

House  cf  Refretentatives: 
At  Brdten  Hill  and  Fremantle,  suffiy 
3436 

Customs  Offences. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Guthrie,  reimburse* 
ments,  249 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Alleged  Customs  fruid  by  Harris,  Scarfe 
and  Co.,  adj.  n.,  9093;  m.  negatived, 
9098 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Johnson,   Auditor-General's  report 
on  Adelaide  Customs  frauds,  694 

Mr.  Hutchison,  lines  imposed  on  Harris, 
Scarfe,  and  Co.,  10180,  10310 

[See  Customs  Pbosbcution.] 

Customs  Officers. 
Senate : 

Gratuities,  Western  Australia,  suffly, 
11620 

Promotions,   return  as  to,   m.,   132,  157, 

.S64 

Undrrmanning  of  department  in  Queens- 
land and  South  Australia,  suffly,  138-9 
Want  of  more  temporary  hands,  tuffly, 

^3**  Digitized  by  Google 
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Trade  and  Customs — cpntinued. 
Customs  Officers — continued. 
Questions  by — 

SenfttOT  Guthrie,  report  oa  charges,  Port 

Adelaide  officers,  1131 
Senator  Chataway,  salaries,  higher  rates 
in  Queensland,  11581 
House  of  Refresenttttives : 
Appointment  of  Mr.  Lockyer  as  Assistant 

Comptroller-General,  suffly^  99^3 
Audit  staff  and  inspectors.  South  Austra- 
lia, tuf^y,  9990-1 
Boardii^  inspectors  and  asaistaDts,  luf^ly, 
9989;  examining  officers,  supfly,  9985-6, 

999>  ^ 
Lack  of  accommodation  for,  at  G.P.O., 

Sydney,  suffly,  8844 
Temporary  assistance,  suffly,  11377-80 

Questions  by — 
Mr.   T.   Brown,  Comptroller-General's 
circular,  No.  88,  10081 ;  annual  leave, 
officers  deprived  of,  10310;  sick  leave, 
11704 

Mr.  Fisher,  appointment  of  Inspector- 
General,  6354;  Mr.  Hutchison,  8817 

Mr.  Glynn,  Customs  staff,  Port  Ade- 
laide, 10703 

Mr.  Hutchison,  annual  leave,  officers  in 
landing  branch.  Port  Adelaide,  2235; 
overtime  in  Melbourne,  3969,  523? 

Mr.  Wilks,  tmdermanning  of  Depart- 
ment, complaint  by  President  of  As- 
sociated Chambers  of  Commerce, 
11257;  Mr.  Liddell,  11258;  Mr.  J. 
Thomson,  11634 

Mr.  H.  Willis,  promotions  in  Customs 
Department,  Sydney,  4^79 

CosTOMs  Prosecutions. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Law  costs  in  connexion  with,  suffly, 
9991-2 

Questions  by  Mr.  Hutchison,  delay  in  in- 
stituting, 23,  590;  proceedings  against 
Harris,  Scarfe  and  Co.,  8815;  reason 
for  case  before  High  Court  not  being 
proceeded  with,  9089;  Mr.  Batehclor, 
publication  of  terms  of  settlement,  9089 

Customs    T«ifp  (Agricultoral   Machiitoy)  . 
ACT.  [See  Acricultoral  Iicflemxnt  Makers.] 

Drawbacks. 

House  of  Refresentatives  : 

Interpretation  of  regulations,  suffly, 
11379 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  drawback  on  re- 
exported material,  11329 

ExaSB  PKOCBDORE  BSLL. 
House  of  Refresentatives: 

Urgency  of  dealing  with,  luffly,  6280; 

ois.,  7169,  7416 
Question  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  date  of 
dealmg  with,  6812 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Excise  Tariff  (Agricultural  Machinert)  Act. 
{See  AoRicoLnnuL  iMPLnoHi  Uakxrs.] 

ExasE  Tariff  (Smtns)  Act. 
Senate  : 

Observance  of  fair  labour  conditions,  adj., 

4616-21 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Findley,  collection  of  Excise, 
5857 ;  posting  of  schedule  of  wages  in 
factories,      6189 ;      observance  of 
schedule,  7566 
Senator   Macfailane,  extait   to  wbicb 
Victorian  manufactozers  have  aniled 
themselves  of  the  Act,  8364 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Delay  in  obtaining  information  as  to  oB* 
serrance  of  fair  labour  condilionSr 
suffly,  5698^  SW 

Observance  of  fair  labour  oonditions,  etr., 
414a 

Questions  by— 

Ut.  Batchelor,  supply  of  promised  in- 
formation as  to  wages  paid  in  indus- 
tries under  the  Act,  4647-8,  474S,. 
52381  5691 ;  steps  taken  to  apply  the 
Act,  4748,  5338;  number  of  firms  sup- 
plying information,  ^ jaS ;  collection 
of  Excise  where  conditions  unsatisfac- 
tory and  replies  to  notices,  7027 ;  in- 
tentions of  Government,  7113,  7297; 
result  of  delays,  7298 

Mr.  Hutchison,  observance  of  fair  labour 
conditions  under  Act,  4647 ;  Mr. 
Glynn,  4648 

Mr.  Hutchison,  steps  taken  to  ascertain 
if  Act  is  being  observed,  4749 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  wages 
under,  6096 

Exports. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  statisticil 
tables  showing  quantity  and  value  of 
goods  exported  from  each  State  of 
origin,  18 16 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 
Mr.  Crouch,  export  entries,  Geelong  and 

Melbourne,  10756 
Mr.  Hutchison,  subsidies  on  State  ex- 
ports, itSi 

Fisheries. 
Senate : 

Purchase  of  trawler,  suffly,  3931-3 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Dobsoh,  presentation  of  report 
of  Fisheries  Conference,  2844;  con- 
struction and  cost  of  trawler  and  ap- 
pointment    of     Commissio&ei  of 
Fisheries,  83^ 
Senator  Needham,  payment  of  standard 
wages    by    successful    tenderer  for 
trawler,  1928 ;  statement  by  Melbourne 
Herald  regardiag^-  »02Q,  3070 
Digitized  by       OOQ IC 
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Tbade  and  Customs — eontinued. 

Fisheries — tontinutdl 

House  of  Refresentatiots: 

CoDstmction  of   trawler  in  Government 

dockyards,  suffly,  5793 
Purchase  of  trawler,  suf^y,  3437-46 
Queationt  \yf—' 
Mr.  Atkinson,  construction  of  trawler  at 
Fitzroy  Dock,  5238 ;  progress  of  work, 
1 1 361 

Mr.  Kelly,  canning  factories  and 
Scottish  fishermen,  10965 

Mr.  Mathews,  payment  of  standard  wage 
on  construction  of  trawler,  1751 

Mr.  Tudor,  delay  in  accepting  tender 
for  trawler,  3301 ;  Mr.  WUks,  names 
and  prices  01  tenders,  3301 

Mr.  Willis,  successful  tenderer  and  cost 
of  constructing  trawler,  5691 

Faurr. 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  States  col- 
lection of  inspection  fees,  5178 

House  of  Refrttentatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  McDougall,  imports  of 
loathsome  dates,  11390 

[See  also  "  CoHHKSCE  Act.**] 

Guk:ose. 
Senate: 

Question  by  Senator  Clemens,  rotten  pota- 
toes for  manufacture  of,  8285 

Gtms. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  H.  Willis,  reported  im- 
portation of  imitations  of  well-known 
brands,  itoi6;  inferior  guns  from 
Belgium,  rio54 

Imports. 
Senale  : 

Question  by  Senator  Chataway  as  to  im- 
ports of  vanilla,  1023 

House  of  fiefresentatives: 

Identity  of  classification,  suffiy,  9995-6 
Remission  of  duty  on  State  imports,  test 

case,  sufply,  6391 

Question  by  Mr.  McDougall  re  importa- 
tion of  wheat,  5600,  6099;  importation 
foreigi-matlc  goods  at  British  prefer- 
ence rates,  11056 

["Wntt  Nkting,"  see  Tawff,  Gekebal.] 

Ihdostbxal. 
Senate: 

Child  labour  in  biscuit  trade,  obs.,  yygo 

Mildurs  dried  fruit  indiislry,  strike  of 

workers.  Tariff,  7550-a 
Miners  for  Broken  Hill,  adj.,  3298 
Unemployed  in  Western  Australia,  adj., 

8697 


Tbu»  and  CusTOUS—centinued. 
Industrial — continued. 

Wages  in  Australian  States,  address,  79. 
256-9,  a6i,  361-8,  378.9,  395,  398 

Wages  and  conditions  of  labour  in  Grea: 
BriUin  and  Ireland,  address,  359-60: 
in  the  United  States,  4^ 

Wages  Board  System,  suffly,  6329-33-8 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Crbft,  waterside  workers' 
strike,  Government  intervention,  9041 

Senator  de  Lareie,  statement  showing 
latest  mdustrial  awards,  8103;  and 
rates  of  wages  in  manufacturine 
trades,  8154 

Senator  Neild,  industrial  dispute,  Mil- 
dura,  and  duty  00  dried  fruits,  7843 

Senator  E.  J.  Russell,  dismissal  of 
unionist  coal  miners  by  Victorian  com- 
panies, 7926,  8104 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  registrations.  State 
Labour  Bureaux,  wages  and  cost  of 
hving,  11303 

House  of  Refreseitta/ivei: 

Obt.  as  to  advertisement  regarding  attack 
on  sUrch  industry,  928-9 

Motum  by  Mr.  Coon  as  to  uniform  indus- 
tnal  legislation,  moved,  2567 

Motion  by  Mr.  Hughes,  differentiation 
against  unionists  by  over-sea  mail  con- 
tractors, moved,  257a 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Catts,  referendum  on  nationaliza- 
tion of  coal  mines,  5910;  Federal 
trade  union  legislation,  11704 

Mr,  Hutchison,  statement  by  President, 
Victorian  Chamber  of  Manufactures 
as  to  contract  labour,  5046 

Mr.  Johnson,  U.  S.  Tariff,  effect  on  em. 
ployment,  1060S 

Mr.  McDonald,  uniform  industrial 
legislation,  amendment  of  Constitu- 
tion, 6096 

Mr.  O'Malley,  State  use  of  plants  of 
corporations  during  strikes,  6094 

Mr.  Palmer,  speech  by  Mr.  Hughes  on 
obligation  to  obey  award  of  Arbitra- 
tion Court,  9093 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  standard  of  waees 
tmder  Excise  Tariff  Acts,  6096 

Mr.  Tudor,  piano  industry,  arrivals, 
under  contract,  11261  "rrivai:, 

Mr.  Watkins,  dismissal  of  coal  miners 
for  applymg  for  rtgistration  under 
Conciliation  and  Arbitration  Act 
a^;  extension  of  coal  miners'  strike, 

Webster,    woollen    trade  Wages 
Board,  362a  ^ 

^^"^i^^^^^"^^^  Implement  Makers/ 
Excisx  Tariff  (Spirits)  Act,"  and 

SdCAR     lKDUSTRy;'i.    also     •<  liMICRA- 

TH»>  '  nnder  Ern^  ' 
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TSADE  AND  CUSTOUS — COHtitmed. 
IBOM. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Bounties  for  iron  industry,  sufflyt  1645; 
Budget,  a38»-3.  2660-74 

Crisis  at  iron  works,  Lithgow,  and  settle* 
ment  of  bounty  question,  adj.,  7414 

Questions  by — 
Mr.   Brown,   report   from  New  Sonth 
Wales  Government  as  to  quality  of 
material  supplied  by  Sandford  and 
Co.,  6229 

Mr,  Johnson,  agreement  between  Mr. 
Sandford  and  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment as  to  bounties,  7416-7 

Mr.  McDougall,  reported  export  of  Aus- 
tralian ore,  64o;r ;  Japanese-Australian 
iron  and  steel  industry,  6593 

Mr.  Palmer,  State  subsidies  to  Litb- 
gow  iron  works,  7027 

Mr,  J.  Thomson,  statement  by  Mr. 
Hoskins,  and  encouragement  of  in- 
dustry, 11420;  immediate  passing  of 
Manufactures  Encouragement  Bill  or 
imposition  of  duties  under  division 
vi.A  of  Tariff,  11742;  Mr.  Can,  as- 
sistance by  bounty  or  protective  duty, 
rt789;  Mr.  Bowden,  opportunity  to 
deal  with  Manufactures  Encourage- 
ment Bill,  11789;  Mr.  Chanter,  state- 
ment by  Premier  of  New  South 
Wales,  1 1790 

Keboscne. 
House  of  Refreseniatives : 

Question  by   Mr.  Bamfoid,  flash  point, 
new  regulation,  11180 

Laboratory. 
Senate: 

Laboratory  at  Melbourne,  suffly,  3931 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Laboratory  at  Melbourne,  suffly.  344*-4 

Lighthouses.   \See   Navigation   and  Ship- 
riNG.] 

MANCFAcnntcs  Encouragucbht  Bill. 

House  of  Refresentativesi 

Consideration   of,    before   dealing  with 
Tariff,  obs.,  6533-3;    before  Chtistmai 
recess,  obs..  7414.  74>6,  74S*-7 
Questions  by— 

Mr.  Bowden  and  Mr.  Watson,  date  of 
dealing  with,  5690;  Mr.  D.  Thomson 
5691;. Mr.  J.  Cook,  5910 
Mr.    Palmer,    socialistic    tendency  of 
clauses,  6594 

Marble. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Question  by  Mr.  Kelly,  search  for  de- 
posits, 11624 

Marine  Surveys.   [See  External  Affairs.] 


Trade  and  Customs — toniintied. 
Mjvtches. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  McGregor,  contracts 
for  supply  of  and  protection  of  people* 
8309 

[See  "  Matcbbs,"  under  Tariff.] 
Meats. 

House  of  Refretentathfes: 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Livingston,  supply  of  tinned  rab- 
bits for  Imperial  Navy,  10875 
Mr.  Page,  alleged  shortage  of  canned 
meats  in  America,  9953 

Monopolies,  Trlsts,  and  Comuines. 
Senate : 

Alleged  bicycle  trade  combine,  sufflf, 

6345-7 

Alleged  combine  in  confectionery  trade, 

obs.,  3406-8 
Alleged   Coal   Combine,   ad;.^  Sfi^-T^^i 

constitutionality   of    amended   an ti -trust 

legislation,  obs-,  4278 
Inenectiveness    of    Australian  Industrie! 

Preservation  Act,  address,  483-4 
Standard  Oil  Trust,  ebs.,  2787-9 
Tobacco  trust,  address,  483 

Questions  by — 
Senator   Cleroons,   return    as    to  pro- 
ceedings under  anti-trust  legislattm, 

II 303 

Senator  Findlev,  boot  machinery  trust*, 
472,  828,  934 

Senator  McGregor,  shippmg  rmg,  state- 
ment by  '  representative  of  British 
Chamber  of  Manufactures,  10838 

Senator  Millen,   manufacturers'  agree- 

■  ment  to  increase  price  of  starch,  2513, 
3556.  3683 

Senator  Millen,  statements  as  to  alleged 
coal  combine,  3899 ;  proceedings  against 
coal  vend,  403^ ;  result  of  official  in- 
quiries as  to  alleged  combines,  7^66, 
7653;  reported  legal  proceedtngs 
against  trusts,  S507;  under  principal 
Act,  8555 

Senator  Millen  and  Senator  Symoo, 
amended  anti-trust  legislation,  4035 

Senator  Story,  alleged  combine  increu- 
ing  price  of  bicycle  sets,  5978,  6394, 
7509 

House  of  Refresemtttttves: 

Existence  of  shipping  comBine  and  its  de- 
trimental effect  on  the  community,  adj., 
3936-€9 

Nationalitation    of    monopolies,  address, 

"6,  349,  460 
Nationalization  of    implement  indnstiy, 

address.  349;  exfl.,  501 
Questions  by — 
Mr.    Atkinson,   British   shipping  ring, 
10784 ;  and  relation  of  Orient  Coy- 
to,  Mr.  O'Malley,  10785 
Mr.     Bam  ford,    protection    of  public 
against  shipping  combine,  3585 
Digitized  by  VjOOQtc 
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TSADB  AND  CusTouS — continued. 

Monopolies,  Trusts,  and  Combincft — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  H.  Catta,  referendum  on 
nationalization  of  coal  mines,  5910; 
alleged  barristers'  combine,  10081 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  amended  anti-trust  legis- 
lation, 3971 ;  action  under,  10524 

Mr.  Croudi»  Millers*  Association  and 
price  of  bran,  11795 

Hr.  McDougall,  Victorian  jam  roana- 
fucturcrs,  alleged  combine,  9956, 
10576,  10970;  manure  combine,  7417, 
11055  '>  fTuit  and  fruit  buckets,  and 
combine  in  respect  of,  11329;  Stan- 
dard Oil  Trust,  13044 

Mr.  0'Malle_y,  alleged  conl  and  shin- 
ping  combme,  3585,  3621,  3935;  ap- 
pointment of  Royal  Commission,  3971 ; 
<»)nfiscation  of  property  of  monopol- 
istic combinations,  74r4 ;  reported 
photographic  materials  trust,  11050 

Mr.  Salmon,  tobacco  trust  niid  riots  in 
Kentucky,  9191 ;  Mr.  O'Mallcy,  re- 
lation of  American  and  Australian 
tobacco  monopolies,  9193 

Mr.  H.  Willis,  Argus  criticism  of 
amended  anti-truSt  legislation,  4278 

\See  also  Tobacco  iiTDDsnir.l 

MOSPHIA. 

Houte  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Liddell,  price  increased 
by  duty  on  opium  constituents,  10750 

Navigation  and  Shipping. 
Senate : 

Bill  relating  to,  address,  155;  date  of  in- 
duction of,  cds.,  3787-91  facilitating 
passage  next  session,  suffiy,  5878-9 ; 
consideration  this  session,  adj.,  6354  > 
consideration  next  session,  obs.,  12101 

Board  of  Trade  Memorandum  osk  Navi- 
gation Bill,  adj.,  9007 

Customs  Launch,   Sydney,   iuffiy,  3931 

Navigation  Conference,  address,  10,  16, 

^  Sfh  293.  393.  473  .      „.„  ^ 
Seamen's  Compensation  Bill,  bos.,  12101 
Submarine    bells    and    lighting,  supfly, 

13 146 
Questicms  by — 

Senator  Dobson,  British  Attorney-Gene- 
ral's criticism  of  Navigation  Bill, 
8154-6;  exemption  of  Tasmania  from 
coastal  clauses,  82S5 
Senator  Givens,  introduction  of  Naviga- 
tion Bill,  472;  Senator  Symon,  2^5 
Senator  Guthrie,  report  of  Navigation 
Conference,  8 ;   Senator  Macf arlane, 

563.  3H5 

Senator  Guthrie,  date  of  proceedmg 
with  Navigation  Bill,  7633;  memo- 
randum from  Board  of  Trade  regard- 
ing provisions  of,  8863-4,  8978 ; 
Senator  Dobson,  8S64 

Senator  Guthrie,  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  seamen,  3462,  3559 ;  introduc- 
tion of  Bill,  10918;  Senator  Symon, 
3463 

Senator  Guthrie,  damage  to  steamer 
AfriCy  and  affidavits  thereon,  8865-6, 
8979 


Tradk  and  Customs — continued. 

Xavigation  and  Shipping — continued. 
Questions  by — • 

Senator  Macfarl.-ine,  rebates  to  ship- 
ping companies,  11985 

Senator  Macf  arlane,  reply  to  Bonnl  of 
Trade's  memorandum  on  Navignlion 
Bill,  9422,  10253,  10918;  Senator  Mil- 
Icn,  10919 

Senator  Millen  and  Senator  Guthrie, 
differential  treatment  of  shipping  in 
Victoria,  11983;  Senator  Millen,  1310.1 

Senator  Needham,  preferential  ch.irj»rs 
by  shipping  companies,  North-Western 
Australia,  644,  3798,  8029 ;  Senator 
de  I.argie,  650 

Sensitor  Needham,  construction  of  gr-iv- 
ing  dock,  Fremantle,  7977,  8700, 
10369 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 

Beacons  and  ocean  lights,  address,  lat, 

334;  obs.  as  to  introauclion  of  Bill  for 

transference  of,  1469-70 
Customs  Steam  Launch,  suffiy,  3436 
Navigation  conference,  address,  15,  24-5-7, 

59.  91.  ^03-4.  "4.  170*  >79»  293.  444-7. 

464,  473;  suffiy.  1873 
Orion^  S.S.,  loss  of,  adj.,  11177 
Remission  of  Bill  to  Royal  Commis^,ion 

on,  address,  34^ 
Safety;  of  Inter-State  shipping,  d^r«»,  114 
Shipping  rates  and  differentiation  between 

ports   on    North-West    Coast,  suffiy^ 

9996-7 

Warning    light,    S\dney    General  I'ost 

Office,  suffiy,  281)4,  2903 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Catts,    Government  ship-building 

yards.  Saltwater  River,  ro4B3 
Mr.  Chanter,  increased  passenger  rates 

on  mail  steamers,  1975 
Sir  J.    Forrest,   presentation  of  report 

of  Commission,  317.1;  freight  ch.ir-ri.--; 

by  mail  steamers  between  Ltmdon  and 

Fremantle,  3422 
Mr,    Glynn,    improvement    of  London 

port   and   docks,  6726,  9684 
Mr.  Hughes,  Cairns  Harbor  Trust,  dif- 
ferential treatment  of  oversea  ships, 

11916 

Mr.  Johnson,  distribution  of  repons  of 
conference,  404 ;  transfer  of  control 
of  ocean  lights,  40^ 

Mr.  Knox,  Board  of  Trade  objections 
to  Navigation  Bill,  9089 ;  Mr.  D. 
Thomson,  comparison  of  Commis- 
sion's recommendation  with  Bill, 
when  considering  objections,  9192 

Mr.  Maloney,  supply  of  shipping  infor- 
mation hy  telephone,  qaS 

Mr.  O'Malley,  erecting  lighthouse  at 
Port  Davy,  4955;  shelter  sheds  at, 
and  telephonic  communication  with, 
6129 ;  missing  steamer  Orion,  senrch 
for,  11177;  rumoured  overlo.iding, 
11260 

Mr.  O'Malley,  Chinese  tailors  on  British 
'  ships,  11179 

Mr.  Thomas,  New  Zealand  State  im- 
ports, preference  to  subsidized  stea- 
mers, ^So2 

Mr.  Thomas,  preference  to  Federal  line 
of  steamers  in  ^  regard  to  State  tm- 
ports,  bydOOglC 
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TiADS  AND  Cdstoms — continued. 
Navigation  and  Shipping — continued. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   D.   Thomson,  differential  exemp- 
tions  and   pilotage   rates,  Victoria, 
11790,  11921 
Mr.    Wilks,    warning    light,  Sydney 
General  Post  Office,  2890 
[See    "  MONOPOUES,    Thusts  and 
CoMBiMES,"  also  "  Mail  Contract, 
European,"  Postmaster-General.] 

Oils. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 
Question  by   Mr.   Hedges,   statement  in 
Colonial  conference  paper  as  to  exports 
of  olive  oil,  1716 

Qpnni, 
SetuUe: 

Smuggling   in   Western  Australia,  adj., 

9007-8 
Questions  by — 
Senator    Croft,    inadequate    fine  for 

smuggling  at,  Palmerston,  5011 
Senator  Findley,  prevention  of  importa* 
tion   of,   745 ;    opium    smuggling  at 
Port  Darwin,  and  sufficiency  of  staff, 
4895 

Senator  Henderson,  opium  smoking  in 

Western  Australia,  9336 
Senator   Millen,    cause    of  increased 

smuggling,  8699 

Hcute  of  Refreseniaiivit: 

Smuggling,  suffly,  9989-91 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden  and  Mr.  Reid,  protest 
against  restricting  supply  of,  for  medi- 
cinal purposes,  3334 

Mr.  Bamford,  influencing  magistrates  in 
dealing  with  smugglers,  350^ 

Hi.  Crouch,  reward  to  Constable  Dunn 
for  discovery  of  smuggling,  10135 

Mr.  Johnson,  newspaper  allegations  of 
laxity  in  suppressing  smuggling,  9099 

Mr.  Liddell,  punishment  of  smugglers 
in  Straits  Settlements,  2565 ;  effect  of 
opium  duty  on  price  of  morphia, 
10750 

Mr.  Malooey,  Chinese  smugglers,  de- 
portation of,  11535 

Mr.  Poyoton,  punishment  of  smugglers, 
"34 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  regulation  of  sales, 
3970 

Mr.  Wilson,  seintre  of  treacle  as  opium, 
6675 

Patent  Medicines  and  Foods. 
Senate : 

Delay  in  making  analyses  of,  tuffly,  139 
Question   by   Senator  Mulc^y,  Govern- 
ment action  on  Mr.  Scale's  report,  8286 

House  of  Refresentaiivet: 

California  syrup  of  figs,  exfl.,  Mr.  Sal- 
mon.  2313 

Importation   of,   without     formula  on 

labels,  obs.  on  "di.,  883-97 
Statement  in  Mr.  Beale's   report  as  to 

Heame's  Bronchitis  Cure,  obs..  3899 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 

Patent  Medicines  and  Foods — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Maloney,  sale  of  impure  foods, 
9764 

Mr.  Thomas,  tegnUtions  relating  to  im- 
portations ofi  80,  647J  introduction 
of  Bill  relatine  to,  772,  879-80,  484a, 
6023,   11521 ;   MT.  Wilson  and  Mr. 

Glyiin,  879 

Mr.  Thomas,  presentation  of  depart- 
mental papers,  1749,  5129;  intimation 
to  importers  that  nature  of  contents 
must  be  shown  on  bottles  or  packages, 
4519,  4649;  action  in  England,  and 
reason  for  delay  in  introducing  Bill 
relating  to,  4936;  protests  in  Eng- 
land, 5497 ;  passing  of  Bill  before 
Christmas,  1907,  6355;  before  close 
of  session,  10309 ;  provision  in  Bill 
to  permit  formula  of  proprietary 
article  to  remain  undisclosed,  8815 

Mr.  Tudor,  alleged  combine  controlling 
infanu'  foodc  and  proprietary  articles, 
4632 

Mr.  Wilson,  production  of  correspon- 
dence regarding  regulations,  1087 

[See  External  Affairs,   "  Beale, 
Mr.  O.  C..»3 

Patent  Office. 
Senate  : 

Ability  of  office  to  cope  with  work,  luf- 

fly.  6353 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft,  presentation  of  iwpera 
and  report  on  charges  against  Com- 
missioner, 1689 

Senator  Fulsford,  access  to  files,  11301 ; 
procedure  in  contentious  cases,  11985 

House  of  Representtaivess 
Motion  by  Mr.  Fuller  for  rettira  of  all 
applications  received  since  establishment. 
Dumber  of,  and  salaries  paid  to  ex- 
aminers of  patents,  taaoo 

Questions  by- 
Mr.  Wilks,  alleged  irregularities  in, 
SOI 

Mr.  Hutchison,  alleged  delays,  8Sa 

Patents. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 
Senator  McGregor,  amendment  of  Pa- 
tents Act,  to  deal  with  harsh  restric- 
tions, 9>39 

Senator  de  lArgie,  goods  patented  in 
Great  Britain  to  be  made  there,  9139 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Mathews,  introduction  o'f 
Bill  on  lines  of  new  British  Act,  9397; 
Mr.  Maloney,  iir57  ^  . 
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Tradc  and  OJ9TCM9—eontinM€d. 
Peasl  Shklukg. 
Senate: 

Bounty  for  iriiite  labour,  addrtstt  478 
Jiome  of  Refreseniativei : 

Bounty  for  white  labour,  address,  165 
Question  by   Mr.  Johnson,   Japanese  at 
Thursday  Island,  958^ 

PiXFUEHTui.  Ratxs.     [See  Navigation  and 
Shipping;  also  "Railway  Raiks,  Dif. 

FESXNTIAL,"   HOU  AtFAISS,  and  "SlMGA- 

rou,"  ExnRNAL  ArrAns.] 

Punting  Paper. 
House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Cost  of  telephone  message  by  Treasurer, 

exfl.^  III77-9J  suffty,  ii37S-« 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Kelly,  duty  on  super^calandered 
paper  and  Ministerial  decision*  10878, 
11019,  11055;  notilicatioB  of  decision 
to  Treasurer  and  Bulletin,  11095;  tele- 

£bone  message  by  Treasurer,  rii79; 
[r.  JohnsOD,  11179 

«QlMBANnNK. 

Senate: 

Questions  by — 
Senator   Dobson,   uniformity   of  ad* 

ministration,  5367 
Senator  Lynch,  nrohibition  on  stock  from 

Western  Australia,  8482,  8508 
Senator  Neild,   objections  to  Bill  by 

New  South  Wales,  829,  934 
Senator  St.  Ledger,  cost  of  State  Quar- 
antine and  Boards  of  Health,  1816, 
3405.  4243.  SO" 
■House  of  RefFesenteUivesi 

ConHderation  of  Senate's  omits.,  ois., 
7416,  7461 

Federal  system  of,  address,  174 
ProTiiion   for,   Federal   system.  Budget, 
163a 

Quarantine  buildings,  acqniution  of,  suf- 

fly,  9984 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Liddell,  objections  by  States  to  Bill, 
1412 

Mr.  Mabon,  stock  quarantine  and  boy- 
cotting of  Western  Australian  stock, 
373a 

Mr.  Willis,  quarantine  building,  acqnisi- 
tion  and  valuation  of,  11918 

"Rabbit  Destruction. 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Dr.  Danysz's  experiments,  cost  of,  suffly, 
II 376-7 

Dr.  Tidswell's  report,  presentation  of, 
and  obs.  on  m.  that  it  be  printed,  65ao-i 

Rabbit  extermination,  need  for,  suffly, 
1 1380 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 

Rabbit  Destruction — tantinued. 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Bowden,  experiments  on  mainland, 

10081 

Mr.  T.  Brown,  report  on  Dr.  Danysz's 
experiments,  5520,  6356;  distribution 
of  information,  6674 ;  experiments  on 
mainland,  7300 

Mr.  Chanter,  reported  introduction  of 
disease,  39*9,  4519.  5328,  5417,  6406, 
6674 

Mr.  Glyon.  final  report  of  South  Aus* 
tralian  Commissioners,  503 

Mr.  Hutchison,  publication  of  report  of 
South  Australian  Commiuioners,  6674 

Mr.  Liddelt,  supply  of  Dr.  Tidswell'i 
report  to  press,  6505 

Mr.  Maloney,  use  of  Danysc  virus,  407 

Rat  DmsticnoN. 

House  of  Refresentatives : 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney,  virns  used  in 
New  Hebrides,  6675 

ReVBIUB:    CUSTOllS   AND  ExasB. 

Senate: 

Questions  by —  ■ 
Senator    Pearce,    receipts    for  Juqe, 
■903-4-5-6*7>    and    deductioni  from 
same,  11986 

Senator  Pulsford,  deductions  from,  for 
administering  Department  and  pay- 
ments to  States,  12101 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  collections  since 
1901  and  collection  in  each  State  in 
1907-8,  II 581 

Senator  Pulsford,  from  spirits,  tobacco, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  10370;  Cus- 
toms revenue  from  ships'  stores,  10251 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Collections  in  each  State  and  salaries  paid 
to  officers  employed,  m.,  by  Mr.  John- 
son for  returuj  11709 

Sacks.  [See  Corn  and  Potato  Sacks.] 

Secret  Drcgs.   [See  "Patent  MEDiaNXS."] 

Stock. 
Senate : 

Question  by  Senator  Lynch,  regulations 
governing  transfer  of  from  Western 
Australia,  8508 

Haute  of  Refresentatives: 
Export  of  from  Northern  Territory,  jk^ 
fiy,  9995 

Question  by  Mr.  Frazer,  horses  from 
Western  Australia,  exclusion  from 
eastern  States,  11916 

[See  External  Affairs,  "  Argbntinb 
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Trade  and  Customs — eontinued. 

SUGAK  iNDUStlty. 

Senatt: 

Bounty,  aboliticm  of,  ntfflyt  10284 
Surtax   on    Australian   augar    in  South 

Africa,  tuffty,  10394-99 
Effect  of  bounty,  address,  381,  483 
Sweating    Customs  officers   in  sugar  dis- 
tricts, sufply,  139 
White  labour  on  cane-fields,  361-75,  378-81, 
367 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Chataway,  delay  in  paying 
bounty,  217!^,  2614,  3364;  receipts 
from  Excise  and  payments  of  rebates 
on  bounty,  4796 ;  scarcity  and  cha- 
racter of  labour,  5367;  Senator 
de  Largie,  revision  of  statements  re- 
garding same,  5370 

Senator  Chataway,  payment  of  standard 
wages,  6190;  regulation  as  to  size  of 
sugar  bags,  7565;  deduction  of  pay 
for  wet  weather,  10920;  request  for 
reduced  wages,  1147X 

Senator  Chataway,  surtax  on  sugar,  by 
Natal,  10253  f  ^^^^  cablegram  to 
Natal  Government,  10309;  surtax  by 
Cape  Colony  on  Australian  white- 
grown  sugar,  9138,  9357;  Conference 
at  Pretoria,  10931 ;  Senator  Milieu, 
reason  for  same,  9138 

Senator  de  Largie,  vilification  of  white 
,  labour,    5367-8 ;    complaints  against 

white  cane-cuttCTs  and  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining  Company,  5^60 

Senator  Findley,  production  of  paper 
pulp  from  megass,  9631 ;  application 
of  new  protection  to  sugar  industry, 
1 1382 

Senator  Givens,  will  Senator  St.  Led- 
ger fight  for  higher  wages,  11382;  re- 
quest to  lower  standard,  ir47r 

Senator  Lynch,  opinion  of  Captain 
Douglas  on  immigrant  labour  for, 
l68q,  1816 

Senator  McGregor,  reported  lawlessness 

of  labour,  5467 
Senator    Pearce,    rejection    of  Wa^es 

Board  system  and  abolition  of  duties, 

6190 

Senator  Turley,  reported  statements  at 
Women's  National  League  Conference 
regarding  labour  on  cane-fields,  5175, 
5284 ;  Senator  Macfarlane,  5176 

House  of  Refresentatives: 

Bounty  paid  and  sugar  produced.  Budget, 
1628 

Bounty,  payment  of,  suffly,  9986-7 
Bounty,    Government    intentions,  ^^'f'^yi 
8S41 

Cost  of  duty  to  consumers,  Budget,  2352-3, 

2982-3'  3213 
Desire  for  coloured  labour  and  "black- 

birding,"  Budget^  3187-8-91-a 
Effect  of  bounty,  address^  330;  Budget^ 

2457 

Effect  of  bounty  on  Federal  expenditure, 
tuffly,   1779,   3308-10 ;   Budget,  2130, 

a349-5»-7»<  »509.  32»3-4-29 
Effect  of  bounty  on  States  revenne.  Bud' 


Tkadb  and  Cnsrzoyis—eontinued. 
Sugar  Industry — continued. 

Estimated    yield    and    bottnty  payable*. 

Budget,  3024 
Excise,  cost  of  collecting,  suffly^  998S-9- 
Hands  employed.  Budget^  2982 
Increased  consumpttim  of  sugar,  Budg£t,. 
i6a8 

Price  of  Australian  sugar  in  South  Africa, 

Budget,  3397,  3982 
Protective  duty  to  assist,  address,  330 
Repeal  of  Sugar  Bounty  Act,  Budget, 

2353.  2983.  30»o 
Revenue  from  sugar  duties.  Budget,  1628^ 
2607 

Sugar  cane   left  standing   for  want  of 

labour,  Budget,  3021 
Sugar,  imports  of.  Budget^  1629 
Sugar    Bounty    Bill    and    State  rights,. 

Budget,  ^11,  3036-7;  suffly,  3426-9 
Wa^es  ordmance,  address,  129 
White  labour,  cane-fields,  address^  163, 

236-7.  338:  Budget,  3020,  3182;  suffly, 

3425-6 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Archer,  wages  of  casual  labourers^ 
Ministerial  decision,  10878 

Mr.  Bamford,  legal  size  of  sugar  bags, 
6228,  I 105 I 

Mr.  Edwards,  delay  in  paying  bounty, 
3299 

Mr.  Mahon,  sugar  rebates,  5340,  5417 ; 
and  drawback  on  Excise  sugar  ex- 
portcd»  10463,  10535,  10575,  10701, 
10789;  request  for  reduced  wages, 
"325 

Mr.  Tudor,  repeal  of  Sugar  Excise- 
Act,  3173 

[See  "  luuiCRATiON,"  Extebnal  Affairs.] 

Tabiff  (Cdstous  TjUOFF  BILL)— Schedule : 
Senat*  : 

Acetic  acid  or  essence  of  vinegar,  9237 
Adding  and   computing   machines,  S625;. 

com.  mes.,  10937 
Adze,  axe,  bentwood  handles,  9639 
Agricultural,  horticultural  and  vitirultural 

machinery,  8574,  83S7 
Ale,  7633 

Aluminium,  bionze,  &c.,  9173;  cont.  mes., 
10940 

Ammonia,  9239  {f.o.,  9247-53);  cans,  mes., 
1123-7 

Ammonia  condenser  coils,  9169 

Ammunition,  8555 

Animal  foods,  n.e.i.,  7920 

Animals,  7653 

Anodes  and  hooks,  9173 

Antimony  and  lead  compounds,  9171 

Any  dutiable  machinery  or  machine  toc4 

not  made  in  Commonwealth,  8720 
Am>arel  and  attire,  woollen  or  silk,  8ii7» 

8194 

Appaiel  and  attire,  n.e-i.,  82x1: 
Arms,  8556;  cons,  mes.,  10934 
Arrowroot,  7949 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  8216 
Artificial  plants,  flowers,  834^ 
Bags  and  sacks,  8217,  831S 
Bananas,  7835,  7850 

Baskets,  9899  r^t^ri\t> 
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rBADB  AND  Customs — tOTUinued. 
Tariff   (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— ftfd- 
tinued. 

Baskctwaie,  o.e.i.,  9571 

Bayonets  and  swoids,  8349 

Bent  poles,  rough,  9643:  dressed,  9643 

Bicycles,  tricycles,  &c.,  9815;  eons,  mts., 

"3>5 
Biscuits,  7666 

Blacking,  dresses,  pastes,  8365 
Blacks  and  litharge,  8473 
Blankets,  8233;  cons,  met,,  10934 
Blankets,  rubber  or  wool,  9946 
Blue,  laundry,  7685;  eotu.  met.,  10S44 
Boats,  launches,  yachts*  9901 
Boots,  rubber,  9665 

Boots,  shoes,  and  footwear,  n.e.t.,  9661 
Bottles,  n.e.i.,  8496 
Bottle  stoppers^  8496 

Brass,  9173 

Brasswork  and  gunmetal  work,  8764 
Bronzing  and  metal  powders,  8374 
Broomi  corn*  millet,  and  rice  straw*  7697 
Brushes,  9903 

Buckets  and  tubs,  wooden,  9648 

Buggy  shafts,  9641 

Butter  and  cheese^  7698 

Cameras,  magic  or  optical  lanteniSj  9936 

Candles,  tapers,  &c.,  7704 

Carbide  of  calcium,  9256 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  9253 

Carpets,  floorcloths,  &c.,  8260;  cons,  met., 

10925,  I I 592 
Casks,  barrels,  vats,  n.e.i.,  9644 
Ceramic  transfers  for  pottery,  9806 
Chaffcutters,  and  horse  gears,  8579 
Chemical  compounds,  9393 
Children's  tricycles,  9821 
ChumSf  incubators,  8581 
Coffee  and  chicory,  7761 
Coir  mats  and  malting,  8275 
Combined  cornsheller,  ftc,  8581 
Combs,  toilet,  9653 

Confectionery,     cocoa,    chocolate,  77aoi 

eont.  met.,  10855 
Copper,  9173 
Corks,  9926 

Cosies  and  cushions,  8277,  8286 

Cotton,  asbestos  and  other  packings,  9939 

Cresylic  acid,  9373 

Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat,  ftc,  skins, 

9678 

Curled  hair  and  fibre,  gSgg 

Curtains  and   blinds,  n.e.i.,  8287;  eont. 

met.,  109261  11589 
Cutlery,  manicure  sets,  8598;  eont.  m^., 

10936 

Cycle  parts,  9824;     n.e.i.,  9825 

Disors  of  wood,  9639 

Drugs  and  chemicals,  9270 

Earth  and  rockcutting,  ore  dressing,  and 

smelting  machinery,  8782 
Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  8888,  9042; 

eont.  met.,  10947-50,  11596,  11688 
Electrical    machines,    appliances,  parts, 

8797,  8869;  cons,  met.,  10942-7,  115S9-90 
Electrotypes  and  stereotypes,  9168 
Engines,  pulley   blocks,    turbo  blowers, 

S665 ;  cons,  mes.,  10938-40,  11596 
Explosives,  9926 
Fancy  goods,  9650 
Feathers,  dressed,  8217 
Filters,  n.e.i.,  9899 


TsADE  AND  Customs — continued. 

Tariff   (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— «»- 
tinued. 

Fire  and  glazed  bricks,  8479;  cons,  met., 
11235 

Fire  brigade  appliances,  n.e.i.,  9940 
Fire  extinguishers,  hand,  8773 
Fish,  7783,  7797 ;  coht.  met.,  10856 
Fishing  and  rabbit  nets,  9917 
Fringes  of  textile  materials,  8334 
Fruits  and  vegetables,  7808,  9948 
Fruits,  citrus,  7839 

Fumigators,   atomizers,   &c.,   9924;  eemt. 

met.,  11316 
Furniture,  9353;  eont.  met.,  11341-2 
Furs  and  other  skint,  8289 
Ginger,  green,  7831 
Glass,  8483,  8494;  eons,  mes.,  11335 
Glassware,  n.e.i.,  8488 
Globes,  geographical,  &c.,  9813 
Gloves,  8293;  cons,  mes.,  10927,  1159a 
Glue,  8502,  8508;  cons,  mes.,  11235-6 
Goods  sent  out  for  repairs,  9944 
Goods  brought  back  to  Australia,  9946 
Grain  and  pulse,  not  prepared,  7S88 
Grain  and    pulse,  prepared,  7893,  7895, 

7906 

Graphite  or  plumbago,  8368 
Hats,  caps,  bonnets,  8397,  8309 
Hay   and  chaff,  7922,  7928;  eons,  mts., 
10856 

Hogsheads,  second-hand,  9646 
Honey,  jams,  jellies,  7945 
Hops.  79^7 
Horsehair  cloth,  8333 
Infants'  food,  8063 

Insecticides,    sheepwashes,  diilnfecUjits, 

9280;  eons,  met.,  11238,  11599 
Iron  and  steel,  9188 
Iron  and  steel  tubes,  or  pipes,  9086 
Iron  pipes,  cast  and  wrought,  n.e.i.,  9073 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  8560 
Isinglass,  8064 

Jewellery,  unfinished,  9654 ;  rolled  gold, 
9655;  machine  made  chain,  9655;  n.e.i., 
965s 

Kinematographs,  &c.,  9657 

Kindergarten  materials,  9806 

Lamps  and  lampware,  8568 

Lantern  slides,  9930;  cons,  met.,  11316 

Lard  and  lard  oil,  7720 

Leather  and   belting,  9674;   eons,  mes., 

11309-10 
Licht-pausrohpapier,  9814 
Linseed,  7949 
Linseed  meal,  7949 
Liquid  removers,  8473 
Liquorice,  7755;  eons,  met.,  10855 
Locks,    knobs,   keys.   9173;   eons,  mes., 

10958 

Locomotives,  road  rollers,  8661 
L«unges  and  settees,  9383 
Macaroni  and  vermicelli,  7955 
Machinery  and  parts,  8697 
Machinery,     machines,     machine  tools, 

n.e.i.,  8701 
Machinery  or  machine  tools  not  made  in 

Commonwealth,  8720 
Machines    and    machinery,    n.e.i.,  8665* 

8673 

Machine  tools,  8720 
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Tradi  and  Customs — tontinued. 

Tariff  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— 
tinued. 

Malt  extract*  7956 
Mangles,  washing  machines,  8573 
Manufactures  of  paper,  n.e.i.,  9801 
Manufactures    of     metal,    n.e.i.,  8734! 

cons,  mes.,  10940  ' 
Manures,  9003 

Matches  and  vestas,  7960,  7977,  em.  mes., 
10S67 

Meats,  poultry,  game.  8011 
Medicines,  9293 

Metals  and  machinery,  Diviuon  VIA., 
9187 

Military  band  and  orchestral  instruments, 
9899 

Milk,  including  cream,  S019 

Mining  machinery,  coal-cuttug  and  rock- 
boring  machines,  cens.  mes.,  log^i, 
11596 

Mixed   metalware,   plated  ware,  8723 
Motive-power  macbineiy,   except  electric, 

86a6  8644-5^)*  8^5>t  ">ns.  mes., 

10938 

Motor  cycles,  tricycles,  &c.,  9823 
Musical  instruments,  9833 
Mustard  seed,  8029 
Mustard,  8030,  effnt.  mes.,  toooS 

Nails,  8599 

Naphthaline,  n.e.i.,  9375 

Vuts,  edible,  803a 

Oars  and  scuUs,  0903 

Oilmen's  stores,  8040  j  ecns.  mes.,  10870 

Oils,  8386,  8424;  ""2-7-30, 

Onions  in  natural  state,  7883 
Outside  packages,  n.e.i.,  9948 
Paint  boxes,  9654 
Paints  and  colours,  S449 
Paper,    9679,    9743.    9797  *. 

H3"-»4 
Paper  patterns,  9806 
Parasols,  sunshades,  umbrellas,  8325 
Passengers'  personal  effects,  &c.,  9941 
Peel,  preserved  in  liquid,  7833 
Pens,  n.e.i.,   inkstands,  academy  boards, 

9810;  eons,  mes.,  11315 
Perambulators,  go-carts,  9823 
Perambulator  or  go-cart  body  and  under- 

gear,  9824 
.  Perfumery,  9295 
Photograph  frames  and  stands,  9041 
Pianos,  9834,  9893 

Pickles,  sauces,  &c.,  8065;  eons,  met., 
10871 

Piece    goods,    8119,    8157;    ecns.  mes., 

109*3-4.  '»594 
Fins,  9178 

Plates,  sheets,  pipes,  tubes,  9170 
Platinum,  9178 

Potatoes,  in  natural  state,  7888 
Printing  ink,  9803 

Printing  roller  composition,  8519;  cens. 

mes.,  11236 
Rails,  fishplates,  &c.,  9063: 

10951 
Rennet,  8065 

Rice,  8067,  8080  J  ccns.  mes.,  10871 
Rice  root,  7698 

Roasting  dishes,  8482;  eens.  mes.,  ii'JS. 
"599 


Tkaic  and  Customs — continued. 

Tariff  {Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— 
tinued. 

Roofing  and  other  tiles,  8478;  tons,  mes., 
1 1234 

Rubber  and  other  hose,  9665 
Rubber  manufactures,  n.e.i.,  9670 
Sago  and  tapioca,  76i8 
Salt,  8088 

Sausage  casings,  8018 

Saws,  n.e.i.,  0763 

Schedule  B,  9950;  cons,  mes.,  11320 

Scientific  apparatus  (glass),  8495 

Scientific  instruments  for  public  institu- 
tions, 994a 

Scientific  instruments  or  apparatus,  9947 

Screws,  with  nuts,  &c.,  8777;  eons,  met., 
10941,  11589 

Seed  cotton,  8095 

Sewing  silks  and  twists,  9923 

Shaft  bars,  9643 

Shafts  in  the  rough,  n.e.i.,  964a 

Sheet  lead  and  piping,  8571 ;  eens.  mes., 

10935,  "5**8 
Slate  slabs,  8527-8 

Slipper  forms,  9663;  eons,  mes.,  "309 

Soap,  8oQ«; 

Socks  and  stockings,  8334 

Solid  spirit  beaters,  7713 

Sparklets,  8100 

Spectacles  and  frames,  9658 

Spectacle  cases,  9657 

Spices,  8098 ;  eons,  mes.,  10873 

Standards,  steel  fencing,  9178;  eoms.  mes., 

10959,  "598 
Starch  flours,  8100 
Stationery,  manufactured,  9801 
Stearine,  paraffine,  ftc.,  7712!  tens,  mes., 

10845 

Steel,  and   steel   rimmed  wheels,  9183; 

eons,  mes.,  10960 
Stone    and    marble,   853a  j    eons,  mes., 
^  "237,  11589 
Straw,  7944 

Stripper  harvesters,  8582 
Surgical    appliances,    9939 ;    cons.  mes.. 
II 320 

Surgical,  dental,   veterinaiy  instruments, 

9942;  cons,  mes.,  11320 
Talking  machines,  9O57 
Tallow  and  greases,  8376 
Tanks,  8612,  8617 

Tartaric  acid,  9293;  cons,  mes.,  11241 
Tea,  8to2,  8105;  cons,  mes.,  10931 
Tents,  sails,  Sags,  8346 
Timber,   9387,   9423,   9537;  eons,  mes., 

11242-53-4.5-7,  11304,  11599-600,  116S8 
Tool  bandies,  unattached,  9634 
Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  7631 
Tobacco,    unmanufactured,    7645,    7^9  r 

eons,  mes.,  10841-43 
Trimmings  for  bonnets,  &c.,  8348 
Type,  printers',  8764 
Unrefined  glycerine,  9397 
Vegetables,  dried,  7873 
Vegetables,  n.e.i.,  7873 
Vehicles,  9825;  cons,  mes.,  11315 
Voltoids  of  sal-ammoniac,  9275 
Waddings,  cotton  wool,  8326 
Watch  and  clock  springs,  barometers,  tc, 

9656;  eons,  mes.,  11309 
Watdies,  clocks,  n.e.i.,  91S56 
Waxes,  mixed  or  compound,  7720 


Digitized  by 


Google 


July  S,  1907,  to  June  S,  1908. 


ccxIt 


TUDS  AND  CusTOUS — coniinued. 

Tariff  (Customs  Tariff  Bill),  Schedule— f<ni- 
tinued. 
Weighing  macbinesi  8619 
Wicker,  bamboo,  and  cane,  9564 
Wigs,  hair  nets,  8353 
Wine,  sparkling,  7624 
Wire,  n.e.i.,  9187;  cons,  mes.,  11221 
Wire  netting,  9139 

Wood,  articles  made  of,  n.e.i.,  9572 
Works  of  art  for  public  institutions,  9936; 

cons,  mes.,  11317,  11607 
Yams,  9919 

TiUTF  (Ways  and  Means  Resolutions). 
B9Ut€  9f  RefresetUattpes : 

Fonnal  amdtt.  in  Tariff :  authority  to 
Chainnan,  »it.,  7440 

Motion  by  Mr.  Frazer,  to  give  precedence 
to  items  relating  to  tea,  mining  engines 
and  machinery,  electrical  machinery, 
oils  (kerosene),  chairs,  and  magazines, 
moved,  46m  negatived,  4628;  b;  Mr. 
H.  Willii,  to  give  precedence  to  item  re- 
lating to  -oils  (kerosene),  moved  and 
negatived,  4628 

Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  that  duties  of 
Cnitoois  and  duties  of  Excise  be  im- 
posed according  to  Tariff  submitted,  to 
come  iuto  operation  from  8  Aug.,  1907, 
1648 ;  debated,  1678,  2124,  2262,  3314, 
3348,  245».  2579,  2655,  2691,. 2807,  3905, 

3965,  2999.  3>oS>  3>75.  3*69.  3974.  40^7. 
4200,  4281,  4311,  4413,  4519,  4623,  4650, 
4749.  4870.  4928,  4959,  5046,  5r3i,  jaio, 
5240,  5329,  5417,  5497,  5601,  5712,  5804, 
5Qi4i  6033,  6099.  65241  6596,  6678,  6730, 
6814,  6835;  6896,  6968,  7028,  7ir8,  7171, 
7251,  7301,  7418 

Motion  by  Mr.  Willis,  to  give  preced- 
ence to  item  187,  Wire  Netting,  moved 
and  debated,  4120;   withdrawn,  4130 

Motion  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  that  certain 
items  be  postponed  to  give  precedence  to 
item  187,  Wire  Netting,  moved  and  de- 
bated, 4327 ;  amendment  by  Mr.  Hughes, 
"  except  items  ro5,  106,  148,  r77,  and 
'78,"  4331 ;  amendment  of  the  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Wilks,  "  add  the  following 
figures,  '34,  42,  S4A,  94,  107,  104'," 
43^;  amendments  negatived,  and 
original  motion  agreed  to,  4361 

Motion  by  Sir  William  Lyne,  that  reso- 
lution on  item  114  (Bags)  be  reported, 
moved  and  debated,  5730;  agreed  to, 
and  item  recom.,  5736 

Motion  by  Sir  W.  Lyne  to  postpone  remain- 
ing items  until  consideration  of  schedule 
"  Rebate  for  Home  Consumption," 
6753;  to  postpone  Division  VIb.  petals 
and  Machinery),  684a;  to  postpone  items 
299  to  302,  moved  and  debated,  6999 ; 
withdrawn,  7001,;  to  postpone  item  425, 
moved  and  debated,  7405;  agreed  to, 
7406 

Motion  that  report  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration forthwith,  moved  and  debated, 
7449!  agreed  to  and  ad.  ref.t  7456 


TsADE  AND  Customs — continued. 

Tariff   (Ways  and    Means  Resolutions}— ffifi- 
tinued. 

Recommittal  of  items,  353C  and  355, 
moved,  7450;  items  170  and  114,  7451; 
84,  7453;  statement  bv  Treasurer  as  to 
intention  regarding  recommittali  and 
*  motions  negatiTed,  7455 

Bequests  by  Senate,  in.  by  Sir  William 
Lyne,  that  date  of  any  amdt.  be  the 
date  of  its  being  made  by  Committee, 
moved,  debated,  and  agreed  to,  10503 

Revests,  w,  by  Sir  William  Lyne  that 
Chairman  report  to  House  all  lequeiti 
dealt  with  to  date  and  amdt.  that  re- 

2ue8t  in  regard  to  Item  15,  Hay  and 
haff,  be  recom.,  moved,  16815;  amdt. 
negatived,  m.  agreed  to,  and  m.  that 
prepress  report  be  adopted  and  message 
sent  to  Senate  moved  and  debated, 
to8i6;  agreed  to,  10817. 
Resolutions  of  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  adopted,  7449 
Schedule  as  amended  agreed  to,  7449 

TAnn^-CusTOUs  Schedule: 

Noust  of  Refresentaiivet: 
Academy  boards,  7266 
Acetic  acid,  extract  of  vinegar,  6968 
Adding  and  computing  scaics,  6632 
Adze  and  bent  wood  Bandies,  7124 
Agricultural,    horticultural,    and  viticul- 

tural  machinery,  6053,  6549,  6575,  eons. 

teq.,  10660,  10662 
Ale,  porter,  and  other  beer,  3294,  3974* 

4087.  4135 
Ammonia,  cons,  reg.,  iiooi 
Ammonia  ccmdenser  coils,  61 13 
Ammunition,  6033 
Amylic  alcohol  and  fusel  oil,  4137 
Animals,  living,  4768 
Antimony,  6S30 

Any   dutiable  machine  or  machine  tool, 

01 12 

Apparel  and  attire,  of  any  material, 
n.e.i.,  5628;  eons,  reg.,  10564 

Apparel  and  attire  (woollen  or  silk),  5601 ; 
com.  req.,  10562 

Arms,  6033  ;  cons,  req.,  10656 

Arrowroot,  5445 

Articles  n,e.i.,  5631 

Articles  for  State  Governors,  7404,  7418 
Articles     for     Governor-General,  7403, 
7418 

Articles    imported    by  Commonwealth, 

7400,  7422 
Articles,  n.e.i.,  of  celluloid,  &c.,  7399 
Articles,  n.e.i.    for  advertising,  7359 
Asbestos  pipe  and  boiler  covering,  7399 
Asphalt,  mastic,  6909 
Bacteriological  products,  6993 
Bags,  baskets,  boxes,  7359 
Bags  and  sacks,  5641,  564a  j  eons,  req., 

10571 
Bananas,  5336 
Barbed  wire,  6829 
Basketware,  7109 

Bayonets,  badges,  braids,  lace,  5938 
Bent  poles,  7131 ;  cons,  req.,  11057 
Bicycles  and  tricycles,  7270;  eons,  req.. 


Biscuits,  4774 
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Trai»  and  Customs — continued. 
Tariff — Customs  Schedule — continued. 
Blacking  and  polishes,  684c 
Blankets  for  printing  macnines,  7^ 
Blankets,  5712;  cons,  req.,  10576,  ,11534 
Blue,  47S0;  eons,  req.,  10501 
Boats,  launches,  yadits,  7359 
Bolts,  carriage,  6113,  6831 
Bolts,  nuts,  rivets,  washers,  6829 
Books,  n.e.i.,  7369 
Boots,  rubber,  cons,  req.,  11068 
Boots,  shoes,  slippers,  7154 
Bottles,  n.e.i.,  6936,  6948 
Bottle  stoppers,  6935 
Brassworlc  and  gun  metal,  6113 
Bnisbmakers*  woodware,  7118 
Bronzing  and  metal  powders,  6S60 
Buckets  and  Tubs,  wooden,  7138 
Buggy  shafts,  not  dressed,  71^ 
Buggy  shafts,  dressed,  7131 
Bullion  and  coin,  71.W 
Cameras,  magic  lanterns,  7393,  7395 
Candles,  4870,  4938,  4959.  5046,  5x31 
Canvas  and  Duck,  5930 
Carbide  of  calcium,  6971 
Carbon  bisulphide,  7392 
Carbonate  of  ammonia,  6969 
Carpets,  5737;  eons,  req.,  10576,  11459 
Caucs,  barrels,  vats,  7x31 
Catalogues,  show  cards,  pictures,  7174 
OiafTcutters  and  horse  gears,  6564 
Chain,  n.e.i.,  6113 
Chairs,  7021 

Chemical  compoimds,  cons,  req.^  iroio 
Children's  cycles,  7281 
China,  parian,  porcelain,  6897 
Chums,  6567 
Cigarettes,  4304 
Cigars,  4304 

Clay  smoking  pipes,  7396 
CoSee  and  chicorv,  5260 
Coir  mats  and  matting,  5739 
Combined  comsheller,  &c.,  6566 
Combs,  and  shaving  sets,  7143 
Confectionery,  cocoa,  chocolate,  5x591 5aio* 

5240;  cons,  req.,  10514 
Copying  apparatus,  7378 
Cork  mats,  bungs,  floats,  7379 
Corks,  7379;  cons,  req.,  11175 
Cosies  and  cushions,  5739 
Cotton,  asbestos,  other  packings,  7399 
Cresylic  acid,  tar  oil,  &c.,  6976 
Crude  naphthaline,  6977 
Crust  or  rough  tanned  goat  skins,  7168 
Curled  hair  and  fibre,  7359 
Curtains  and  blinds,  n.e.i.,   cons,  req., 

10577,  1 1438 
Cutlery,  6056;  eons,  req.,  10672,  X1443 
Cyanide  of  potassium,  6978 
Cycle  parts,  7283 
Cycle  parts,  n.e.i.,  7284 
Cycle  tubing  and  fork  ndes,  7282 
Cvlinders,  61 13 
Diving  dresses,  5639 
Dolls,  undressed,  7142 
Droppers,  patent  steel,  6114,  6831 
Drugs  and  chemicals,  6971 
Dry  gums,  shellac,  ftc,  6957 
Earthenware,  brownware,  6903 
Fgg  contents,  5265 
Eggs,  5265 

Electrical  and  gas  appliances,  6808;  cons, 
req.,  io7»3-8.  11545 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 

Tariff — Customs  Schedule — continued. 

Electrical   machinery,   6800 ;   eons,  ref., 

10734-8-42.3,  11444-8-53.59 
Electrical  materials,  6S10 
Engines,  &c.,  6703 
Explosives,  7381 
Essential  oils  and  fat,  6999 
Eyelets  and  eyelet  studs,  61 14 
Fancy  goods,    7140;    eons,  req.,  xo>579s 

1 1057 

Feathers,  undressed,  5634;  dressed,  5638 
Filters,  7359 
Fire  extinguishers,  6112 
Fire  and  glased  bricks,  6909 
Fishing  nets  and  netting,  7374;  eons. 
11175 

Fish,  5265 ;    cons,  req.,  10519 
Fly  papers,  6993 

Fringes  and  textile  materials,  5931 

Fruits  and  vegetables,  5378,  5329 

Fruits,  citrus,  5333 

Furniture,  7001;  eons,  req.,  11011-15 

Fumigators  and  the  like,  7379 

Glass,  691 1,  6921,  6927;  cons,  req.,  10906 

Glassware,  6922 

Glassware,  n.e.i.,  6923;  cons,  req.,  logo^-^ 
Gloves,  5939;  cons,  reg.,  10577,  "4l6o 
Glucose,  4623 
Glue,  gelatine,  6948 
Grain  and  pulse,  5346 
Grain  and  pulse,  prepared,  5348 
Graphite  or  plumbago,  6858 
Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets,  5941 ;  eons,  ref., 
»o579-93-7> 

Hay 'and  chaff,  5358,  5417;  eons,  reg., 

10^21,  10526 
Hessians  and  brattice  cloth,  593r 
Hogsheads,  713s 
Honey,  jams,  jellies,  5444 
Hops,  5444 

Imitation  jewellery,  n.e.i.,  7150 
Incandescent  mantles,  5977 
Inks  and  stains  for  leather,  7399 
Inkstands,  fountain  pens,  7260 
Insecticide%    sheepwashes,  disinfeetasti^ 

n.e.i.,  6978;  eons,  req.,  iiooi,  1156a 
Invert  sugar  and  syrup,  4764 
Iron  and  steel  tubes,  6113,  6829 
Iron  and  steel,  6833,  6835 
Iron  pipes,  cast  and  wrought,  6829;  eoiu,' 

req.,  X0750 
Iron,  plate  and  sheet,  61 18,  6534 
Isinglass,  5462 

Jewetlecy,  unfinished,  7143 ;  rolled  gold, 
7x46;  machine  made  chain,  7148 

Jewellery  and  imitation  jewellery,  ii.e.i., 
7»48 

Kerosene.    (See  "Oils.") 
Kindergarten  materials,  7266 
Kinematographs,  7152;  cons,  req.,  11064 
Lamps  and  lampwarc,  6038 
Lamps,  Miners'  safety,  6049 
Lantern  slides,  ftc,  cons,  req.,  11176 
Lasts  and  trees,  7126 
Lead,  sheet  and  piping,  6049;  eons,  req., 
1066a 

Leaf  and  foil  of  any  metal,  6114 
Leather  manufactures,  n.e.i.,  7163;  com. 

req.,  11069,  11070,  11574 
Leather  'and  other  belting  and  leatheT» 

n.e.i.,  7164  ^  I 
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TiAM  AND  Customs — eontinued. 

TariPF — Customs  Schedule — continued. 
Leathei,  716S 

Licht-pausrohpapier,  7268 ;  cont.  req. 
11170 

Liquid  removers  of  paibt  and  vamiih, 
6893 

Liquorice,  5260;  cons,  req.,  10517-8 
Locks,  6114;  eons,  req.,  10776,  10789  . 
Lounges  aod  settees,  7021 
Machiae  tools,  6iia 
Machinery,  6111 

Machinery    and    machines,    and  machine 

tools,  0731,  6730 
Machinery,  and  parts  thereof,  6099 
Malt,  5445 
Mangles,  6549 

Manufactures  of  metal,  n.e.i.,  6746;  eont. 

req.,  10686,  1070J-7,  11167,  **544 
Manures,  7361 
Maps,  7260 

Marine  engines,  boilers  and  machinery, 
6633 

Matches   and   vestas,   5446 ;   cons,  rtq., 

10546,  10552 
Medicines,  0993 
Medicinal  preparations,  6997 
Metal  cordage,  7378 

Metal    parts   of    stripper-harvesters  and 

harvesters,  7449 
Metals  and  machinery  (Heading),  6837 
Meats,  poultry,  game,  5454 
Milk,  5497 

Military  band  instruments,  7358 
Milling  silk,  5929 

Mining  engines  and  machinery,  6772; 
cons.  req.  (rock  drills),  10710;  (coal  cut- 
ting   machines),     10731,    11544;  (rock 

boring  machines),  10731 
Mixed  metalware,  6113 
Molasses,  4765 

Motive  power  machinery,  except  electric, 

cons,  req..  10674,  11534 
Motor  cycles,  7281 
Mustard,  5462;  eons,  req..  10555 
Musical  instruments,  parti,  7357 
Nails,  6596 
Naphthaline,  6977 
News  printing  inks,  7264 
Nuts,  edible,  5462 ;  cons,  req.,  10557 
Oilmen's  stores,  5521 ;  cons,  req.,  10558 
Oils,  6860;  cons,  req.,  10817,  io88o-i-4-7, 
10909,  10970  (f.o.  as  to  obs.  by  Sir  W. 
Lyne  re  Standard  Oil  Trust,  10974;  m., 
to  postpone  further  consideration  of  re- 
quest, T0976;  request  postponed,  10996), 
11098;   (w.,   to   postpone  consideration 
pending  Ministerial  statement  as  to  in- 
vestigation  of   charges  of  corruption, 
iiioi,  m.,  withdrawn,  11113),  11550 
Oils  in  bulk  or  otherwise,  6876 
Opium,  6993 

Outside  packages,  n.e.i.,  7411 
Faints   and   caloars>   6876;    eons,  req.t 
10895-8-9 

Paper,  7171;  cons,  r;;.,  '  11071-6-80-9-90-1, 
."45a 

Parasols,  &c.,  eons,  req.,  10619 
Parchment,  cut  and  uncut,  7367 
P«l,  5333 

Pencils  and  penholders,  wooden,  7143 ; 
C0HS.  req.,  1 1058 


Trade  ako  Customs — continued. 

Tariff — Customs  Schedule — cettHnued. 
Pens,  cons,  req.,  11167 
Perfumery,  6^7 
Perfumed  spirits,  4139 
Perambulators  and  go-carts,  7383 
Perambulator  or  go-cart  body  and  under- 
gear,  7383 

Photographs,  7267 
Photographic  accessories,  739c 
Photographic  dry  plates.  7395 
Photograph  frames,  7125;  cons,  req.,  H057 
Pianos,  7301;  cons,  req.,  1 1313-4 
Pictures,  7398 

Pictorial  illustrations  and  casts,  7406 

Pickles,  sauces,  5463 

Piece  goods,  cotton,  5914 

Piece  ^oods,  woollen  or  containing  wool, 

nje.i.,   5804;   eons.   <req.,  ro623-4-8-Q, 

"443.  "461.  "526 
Plates,  sheets,  of  any  metal,  6830 
Portland  cement,  6896 
Potatoes,  5341 
Potato  flour,  5344 

Prepared  plates,  engravers  and  litho- 
graphers, 7396 

Printing  and  stencilling  inks,  n.e.i.,  7243, 
7*51;  cons,  req.,  11092 

Printers'  material,  6115 

Printing  roller  composition,  6956 ;  /#jw. 
req..  10996 

Pulley  blocks,  steam  turbo  blowers,  ftc, 
cons,  req.,  10685-6,  11539 

Rabbit  traps,  6115 

Rails,  fish  plates,  6814;  eons,  ref.,  ro749 
Reaper  and  binder  twine  and  yam,  7177 
Regalia,  56^  ' 
Rennet,  5462 

Rice,  5525 ;  cons,  req.,  10559 

Rice  root,  4793 ;  eons,  req.,  10502-4 

Rivets,  bifiurcated,  6832 

Roasting  dishes,  6910;  cons,  req.,  1000 

„  "556 

Roofing   and   flooring   tiles,   6906;  cons. 

re^.,  10900 
Roohng  slates,  6957 
Rope,  cordage,  twines,  7374 
Rubber  and  rubber  manufactures,  7163 
Rubber  and  other  hose,  7159 

Rubber  manufactures,  -  n.e.i.,  7150;  eons. 

req.,  11069 
Saddlers'  and  harness  makers'  material. 

0115 

Saddlers'  and  Upholsterers'  Webs,  5929 

Sago  and  tapioca,  4774;  tons,  req.,  10496 

Salt,  5536;  eons,  req.,  10559 

Salt,  and  table  preparations  thereof,  5534 

Sausage  casings,  5459 

Saws,  6748 

Schedule  a,  Rebates  for  home  consump- 
tion, 6753,  7412 
Schedule  B,  cons,  req.,  11194,  11213 
School  pen  and  pencil  sets,  7143 
School  and  drawing  slates,  7267 
Scientific     instruments    and  apparatus, 

7406,  7408 
Scientific    apparatus,    glass,    6935 ;  eons. 

req.,  10906 
Scientific  apparatus,  porcelain,  6900 
Scrap  iron  and  steel,  6832 
Screws,  6768;  cons.^eq.,  10709,  *»444 
Sewing  ^Sfeetl^tfajQ^gLC 


«cxlTiii 
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Tbade  and  Custous — eotUinued. 
Tariff — Customs  Schedule — ecrUinued. 

Shafts,  71 31 
Shaft  bars,  7131 
Shocks,  7136 

Slate  slabs,  6957;  cons,  req.,  10998 
Slipper  fonns,  eons,  reg.,  11067 
Smoking  pipes*  n.e.i.,  7396 
Soap,  SS43 

Socks  ftnd   stockings,   5931 ;   earns,  rtq., 

1064a,  10653 
Spectacles  fran^ei,  7153;  eons,  reg.,  11067 
Spirits,  4135 

Standards,  steel  fencing,  6116;  eons,  req., 

10798,  11548 
Starch,  5547 
Starch  flours.  5548 
Stationery,  manufactured,  724a 
Stay  paper  and  cloth,  7267 
Steam  road  rollers,  6678 
Stearine,  parafBne  wax,  &c.,  5x34;  eons. 

req.,  10505 
Steel,  band  or  ribbon,  6116 
Steel  and  steel    rimmed    wheels,  683a, 

eons,  req.t  10804 
Stone  and  marble,  6957  ;  cans,  rtq.^  10998, 

ii45> 

Stripper  harvesters,  6570,  7441 

Strippers,  7449 
Sugar,  D.e.i.,  4765 

Sugar,  the'  produce  of  cane,  4635,  4644, 

4650,  4749 
Sulphuric  and  other  ethers,  4139 
Sulphuric  ether,  6999 
Surgical    appliances,  n.e.i.,  7400}  eons. 

req.,  11191 
Surgical,   dental,   veterinary  instruments, 

7406;  eons,  req.,  11192 
Table  waters,  414a 

Talking  machines,  7153;  cons,  req..  11066 
Tanks,  66a  i 

Tartaric  acid,  6993;  cons,  req.,  iiori 
Tea,  5464 ;  cons,  req.,  10559 
Tents  and  tarpaulins,  5937 
Thio  sulphides,  6993 

Timber,   7021,  7028;    cons,  req.,  11019, 

H056,    iiiai,     iii44-7-9-50-5'»  '»*59' 

11452,  11567-71 
Tin  plates,  6116,  6833 
Tobacco  cut,  n.e.i.,  4303 
Tobacco,  destroyed  for  sheepwash,  4304 
Tobacco  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4ao2,  4381 
Tobacco  unmanufactured,  430a 
Tobacco  unmanufactured,  entered  to  be 

locally  manufactured,  4303;  eons,  req., 

10496 

Tool  handles,  unattached,  7119 
Trimmings,  ornaments,  n.e.i.,  5938 
Trophies,   decorations,   medallions,  7407 
Type,  printers',  6753;   eons,  req.,  X0709 
Undertakers'  requisites,  7399 
Unrefined  glycerine,  699S 
Unserviceable  cordage,  7378 
Varnishes,  6892 

Vegetables,  dried,  5341 ;  eons,  req.,  10519 
Vehicles,  7284 

Waddings  and  cotton  wool,  5937;  cons. 

req.,  10630 
Wall  and  ceiling  parts,  7399 
Watchei,  clocks  ftc,  D.e.i.,  7150 
Wateh  and  clow  sprmgs,  compasses,  ther- 
mometers, &c.,  7152;  cons,  req.,  11059 


Tbadk  and  Custdhs — continued. 

Tariff— Customs  Schedule — continued. 

Weighing  machines,  scales,  n-ci-t  66916 
Whiffle  tree  bars,  7131 
Wicker,  bamboo,  cane,  7108;  eons,  req., 
11056 

Wigs,  hair-nets,  5939 ;  cons,  req.,  10655 

Wine,  n.e.i.,  4139,  4300 

Wire  cloth  and  gauze,  6S33 

Wire,  n.e.i.,  6118;  eons,  req,,  10806,  10811 

Wire  netting,  4361,  4413,  4519;  eons,  req., 

10757,  1 1205 
Wood,  articles  of,  n.e.i.,  7110 
Wood  naphtha,  4138 

Works  of  art,  7397-8;  eons,  req.,  11183, 

"575 
Yams,  7375 

Tamtf— Excise  Schedui*— 

House  of  Repesentalives : 
Amylic  alcohol,  tons,  req.,  iiai5 
Cigars,  machine  and  hand-made,  4306 
Cigarettes,  4306,  4311 
Glucose,  4636 
Golden  syrup,  4767 
Invert  sugar  and  svrup,  4766 
Saccharin,  4766,  5557,  74" 
Snuff,  4325 
Starch,  5548 

Tobacco,  manufactured,  n.e.i.,  4304 

Tariff  (Excise  Tariff  Bitt)  Schedule — 
Senate  : 

Amylic,  alcoholic,  and  fusel  oil,  10025 
Confectionery,     containing    glucose,  ftc, 

xooao 
Glucose,  10036 

Tobatxo,  unmanufactured,  n.e.i.,  10014 

Tauft  (Genibal). 
Sen^e: 

Action  of  Mt.  Camitlien  in  seiting  wire 

netting,  obs.,  2099 
Average  rate  of  dutiable  goods,  tariff, 

7555-6.  7589 
Basis  of  Tariff,  tariff.  7555 
Collection  of  duties  on  goods  in  transit, 

t^tfiy.  "838 
Duties  on  bicycles  and  alleged  combine. 

Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  revenue,  suffly, 
3810-13,  3903 ;  tariff.  7576-7,  7594,  7601, 
7608 

Government  view  regarding  introduction 
of  Tariff  in  Senate,  suffly,  5878 

Increase  in  price  of  lEerosene,  tut/.,  3787-9 

Increase  in  price  of  tobacco  following  new 
duties,  adj.,  2032-55 

Morning  sitting  to  expedite  Tariff,  m.. 
8076-So 

Operation  of  existing  Tariff,  address, 
483 

Pencils  and  school  sets,  m.  to  postpone 
items,  9654 

Postponement  of  divisions,  obs.,  8284 

Proceedings  against  New  South  Wales 
Government  in  respect  of  seisure  of  wire 
netting,  suf^y,  5860,  5875,  5M0.1 

Reply  to  resolution  of  Wettcm  Anilralimn 


Jul^  3,  2907,  to  June  5,  1908. 
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TUDB  AND  Ojaxoisst—caiUinued. 
Tariff  (Gttiet9\)—totUinutd. 

Revision  of,  address,  lo,  49,  53,  59,  t3-%, 
69,  70,  141,  148,  150-1,  353,  a6o,  a7S-o, 

29«.  293.  37a-3.  379i  381,  393i  397» 
401-3,  476-7;  tuffty,  3915 

Stripper     harvesters,     w.     to  postpone 
item,  8582 ;  negatived,  8587 

Tariff  anomalies,  tariffs  7575>  7581,  7610 

Urgency  of  dealing  with,  supply,  i935-47t 
3818;  obs.,  7563-4,  7786-90 

Questions  by- 
Senator  Dobson,  disposing  of  Tariff  be- 
fore Christmas,  3364 ;  arrangements  to 
depose  of  Tariff  by  end  of  year,  4035, 

Senator  Dobion,  refand  of  duty  on 
agricultural  macbinery,  5980 

Senator  Findley,  duty  on  paper,  9631 

Senator  Gray,  increased  pay  to  public 
servants  to  meet  Tariff  increases,  3464 

Senator  Macfarlane,  notice  of  new 
duties  in  Tasmania,  r8i4 

Senator  McCoU,  supply  of  comparative 
tablet,  1684;  Senator  Stewart,  7543, 
757<>>  7794!  Senator  Oobson,  7570 

Senator  Millen,  action  of  Government 
regarding  seizure  of  wire  netting  by 
New  South  Wales  Government,  3178 

Senator  Millen,  preparation  of  return 
showing  effect  of  on  revenucj  7791, 
7936 

Senator  Millen,  reported  dissatisfaction 
of  Sir  William  Lyne  with  Tariff  as 
paAed,  1 1863;  Senator  Pulsford,  in- 
troduction of  amending  Bills,  11863 

Senator  Needham,  failure  to  take  pro- 
ceedings in  Court  of  summary  juris- 
diction for  seizure  of  wire  netting  in 
New  South  Wales,  3463 

Senator  Needham,  resolution  of  West 
Anstralian  Parliament,  4143 

Senator  Neild  and  Senator  Symon,  de- 
cision of  Full  Court  of  New  South 
Wales  concemine  State  imports,  3406 

Senator  Pearce,  textile  machinery,  duty 
on,  10930 

Senator  St.  Ledger,  date  of  submitting 

revision  proposals,  1033 
Senator  Story,  duties  on  bicycles  and 

increased  price  of  bicycle  sets,  5978, 

6394 

Senator  Symon,  presentation  of  Tariff 
to  Senate,  4036,  4143;  return  showing 
value  of  imports  from  United  King- 
dom, 7542 

Senator  W.  Russell  and  Senator  Sir  J. 
Symou,  duty  on  wire  netting,  1814; 
Senator  Millen,  hands  employed  in 
making  wire-netting,  1926,  3405 ; 
Senator  W.  Russell,  statement  by 
South  Australian  Advertiser,  and 
number  of  manufacturers,  it)36 ; 
Senator  St.  Ledger,  duty  on  State 
imports  of   wire-netting,  1936 

Bouse  of  Refresenitttives: 

Abolition  of  Excise  and  bounty  on  Sugar, 
Budget,  3983 

Collection  of  duties  on  goods  in  transit, 

w^^y.  1875-79-82-3 
Collection  cf  new  duties,  suf^y^  9983 


TSADE  AKD  Cusious — continued. 
Tariff  (General)— con/iflMe<2. 

Date  of  proceeding  with,  tuP'fiy,  1775; 

expediting  consideration  of,  obs.,  33m. 
Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  revenue.  Budget, 

1618;  on  States,  1638 
Estimate   of   normal    revenue    from  new 

dfaties,  supply,  1783-4 
Exemption  of  hat  leathers,  adj.,  4794-5 
Exemption  of   woollen   machinery,  adj-^ 

4795 

Exfl,  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  ii8o,  3331;  Mr. 
Mabon,  3331-3;  Mr.  Liddell  and  Mr. 
H.  Coole,  3298,  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3299, 
Mr.  Johnson,  4343;  Mr.  Catts,  4361; 
Mr.  J,  Cook,  5310;  Mr.  Mauger,  6812; 
Mr.  Maloney,  12198;  obs.  by  Mr.  Coon, 
13303 

Immediate  removal  of  anomalies,  obs.y 
3<H7-8 

Joint  connderadMB  of  Tariff  and  Budget, 

obs.,  r743.4 
Kerosene  duty  and  refund  of  excess  prices 

paid,  obs.,  7414;  charges  of  corruptioo 

in  regard  to,  adj.,  9794-5 
Late   sittings,   to   deal   with,   obs.,  742^ 

3683-3;  extra  sittings,  obs.,  336a,  6186-S, 

6416-8,  6531-3;  m.,  6506-19 
Lack  of  information  concerning  schedule^ 

supply,  1776 
List  or  items  to  be  taken  after  tobacco 

duties,  ad;.,  4343 
Making  terms  with  Opposition  to  secure 

early  passing  of,  6187-8 
New  Tariff  and  effect  of,  sup^y,  3314- 

5,  3333-55!  obs.t  3974-4035.  4<»7^>35 
Obs.t  as  to  date  of  submitting  revision 

proposals,  1469-70 
Obs.  as  to  duty  on  wire  netting,  4646 
Obs.,  urgency  of    Tariff    revision,  469; 

delay  in  dealing  with  Tariff,  11466 
Piano  duties  and  alleged  leakage  of  in- 
formation supplied  by  Mr.  G.  Allan  to 

Customs     Department,     adj.,     7536 ; 

charges  of  corruption  in  regard  to,  adj., 

9794-5  .  . 

Precedence  of  povemment  business  to  ex- 
pedite consideration  of  Tariff,  m.,  3795- 
3807 

Percentages  of  Customs,  duty  collected  to 
values  of  goods  imported  in  Common- 
wealth, and  other  countries,  obs.,  39S1, 
4307 

Printing  and  circulating  revised  tobacco 
proposals,  adj.,  4243 

Rebates  on  woollen  and  hat  machinery 
duties,  supply,  4843-7 

Recommittals  and  corrections,  adj.,  .7413-4 

Refunds  of  duties,  obs.,  1743-4;  supply, 
1783-97,  1800-1 

Revision  of,  address,  26-8,  roo,  115-7, 
125-6,  159,  165,  178,  188-9,  >95.  205-9, 
217-19,  233,  322,  324,  337,  330,  333-4> 
336.  346,  349-50.  458,  465 

Schedule  of  machinery  exemptions  under 
Tariff  of  1903,  adj.,  4461 

Seizure  of  wire  netting  by  New  South 
Wales  Government,  obs.,  aiao-i,  2344-6; 
Budget,  3152-3,  3387-9 

Senate  s  requests  and  compacts  between 
Government  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, obs.,  8933  r^^^p.!^ 

Digitized  by^OOy  tC 
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TVADK  AND  CVSTOUS—contiHtttd. 
Tariff  (General) — continued. 

Supply  of  kerosene  and  duty  collected, 

ohs.,  3047-8 
Tariff  average,  suf^y,  33i3-»8.  3333 
Uninterrupted    consideiation    of  Tariff, 
suffly,  i775-83-5-7-99«  adj.y  2025-9 

Weitem  Australia'i  special  Tariff,  effect  of 
cessation  of,  Btidgett  1627 

Work  of  Treasurer  as  Minister  in  charge 

of  Tariff,  ffij.,  7536 

Questions  by — 
Mr.  Atkinson,  congratulatory  messages, 
2906 

Mr.  fiowden,  seizure  of  wire  netting  by 
New  South  Wales  Government,  2230 ; 
Mr.  Fisher,  2231;  Mr^  Irvine,  2232; 
decision  of  Supreme  Court  of  New 
South  Wales  as  affecting  same,  Mr. 
Watkins  and  Mr.  }.  Cook,  3231 ;  Mr. 
Glynn,  223a;  mental  condition  of  Mr. 
Carrutbers,  Mr.  Page,  2233 ;  Mr. 
Livingston,  distribution  of  netting 
seized,  223^ ;  Mr.  T.  Brown,  3422 ; 
Mr.  Hutchison,  statement  in  Argus, 
2563)  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  6.  Smith, 
cancellation  of  carriers*  licences, 
2687;  Mr.  Johnson,  2793;  Mr.  Page, 
amicable  settlement  of  dispute  regard- 
ing seizure,  430^ 
Mr.  Bowden,  duties  on  curios,  5329 
Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  Government  inten- 
tions regarding  anomalies,  2996 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  combine  of  confec- 
tioners, Sydney,  5239;  duties  on 
shearing  machines,  5329 
Mr.  Catts,  Tariff  referendum,  11326 
Mr.  J.  Cook,  comparative  urgency  of 
Tariff  with  other  measures,  3588; 
consideration  of  non-contentious  items, 
6523 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  Customs  Tariff  Bill  in 
Senate  and  Ministerial  obligations, 
9100 

Mr.  Crouch,  increased  price  of  kero- 
sene, 2563 ;  collection  of  duty  on, 
Mr.  Poynton,  3687 ;  Mr.  Page  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  refunds  of  excess  prices, 
7398 ;  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  reason  for 
increase,  729q ;  Mr.  Tudor,  refunds 
by  Colonial  Oil  Company,  7299;  Mr. 
Salmon,  collection  of  duties  on 
stocks  and  donation  of  excess  profits 
to  charities,  7299;  Mr.  D.  Thomson, 
letter  from  T^olonial  Oil  Company, 
7458;  Mr.  Page,  collection  of  duty  of 
6d    per  gallon,  9685 

Mr.  Crouch,  collection  of  duties  on  eoods' 
in  transit,  1745 ;  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr. 
Wilks,  1746;  Mr.  Glynn,  1747;  Mr. 
Johnson,  1976 

Mr.  Crouch,  effect  of  Tariff  on  South 
African  preference,  11919-20 

Mr.  Fairbaim,  consumption  and  manu- 
facture of  goods  in  Australia,  1732 ; 
duties  on  bottles  and  cases,  5496 

Mr.  Fisher,  free  admission  of  log  tim- 
ber, 1715 

Sir  John  Forrest,  recommittal  of  item, 

"  Hay  and  Chaff,"  6132 
Sir  J.  Forrest,  manufacture  of  gtovea, 

2566,  2689 


lAK  AND  Cvstous—eontinued. 
Tariff  (General) — eatUinmtd. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  J.  Forrest,  preparation  of  explana- 
tory list,  3733,  3972;  Mr.  D.  Thom- 
son, printing  and  distribution  of  pio- 
posed  amendments,  6834 
Mr.  Fowler,  correspondence  regarding  re- 
solution of  Western  Australian  Parlia- 
ment, 4955  i  Mr.  Crouch,  letter  trans- 
mitting   correspondence     from  Go- 
vernor-General   to  Parliament,  5690; 
Mr.  Fowler,  telegram  to -Premier  of 
Western  Australia,  regretting  effect  of 
Tariff  on  the  State,  6677 
Mr.    Frazer,   order   of   dealing  witk 

items,  2791 
Mr.  Glynn,  duty  on  printing  paper, 
2791 ;  Mr.  Mahon,  duties  collected  <» 
paper  under  new  Tariff,  6675 ;  Mr. 
Kelly,  instructions  to  collectors,  1087I 
Mr.  Glynn,  selection  of  items  for  im- 
mediate consideration,  3587 ;  Mr.  J. 
Cook,  direction  by  motion  to  commit- 
tee to  give  precedence  to  certaia 
items,  3587 

Mr.  Glynn,  alteratitm  in  rule  as  to  clear- 
ance of  imports,  1868;  duplication  of 
duties  on  sardine,  6674;  circulatioB 
of  divisions  as  dealt  with,  6812 
Mr.  Hedges,  duty   on    failway  wheels 

and  axles,  2313,  2687 
Mr.     Hedges,     alphabetically  indexed 

copies  of  Tariff,  2687 
Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  McDonald,  Sen- 
ate's requests,  prompt  dealing  with, 
11052-3;  Mr.  Archer,  11053;  Mr. 
Johnson,  cause  of  delay,  11052;  Mr. 
Kelly,  postponement  of  items,  11053 
Mr.  Hutchison,  increase  of  prices  by  re- 
tailers, 1865;  by  wholesale  firms,  Ur. 
Johnson,  1867 

Mr.  Johnson,  duty  on  potato  flour,  5415 
Mr.    Johnson,  complaints  in  England 
against  new  Tariff,  2235,  2311 

Mr.  Johnson,  effect  of  Tariff  on  prices, 
2564 ;  and  on  industries,  9090 ;  effect 
of  U.S.  Tariff  on  employment,  10608; 
claim  by  Harbor  Trust  employ^,  Mr. 
B.  Smith,  3173;  effect  on  New  S00& 
Wales  and  telegram  to  Premier  of  that 
State,  Mr.  C)ianter,  6677 
Mr.  Johnson,  anomalies  in  dressed  tim- 
ber duties,  3300,  3420;  duties  on  lin- 
ing boards,  4199 ;  duty  on  photo- 
graphic plates,  3854 duties  cm 
pianos,  and  statement  by  Mr.  Beale 
regarding  subscription  of  funds  ttf  ia- 
fluoice  Parliament,  S925 
Mr.  Johnson,  preparation  of  schedvie 

of  Senate's  requests,  9390 
Mr.  Kelly,  Tariff  changes,  circulation 

in  England,  9476 
Mr.  Kelly,  reported   dissatisfaction  of 
Treasurer  with  Tariff  as  passed,  and 
attitude  of  Prime  Minister,  11789 
Mr.  Knox,  basis  of  determination  under 
Division  VI. A,   3734;   circulation  of 
schedule  of  Senate's  requests,  10079; 
Mr.  D.  Thomson,  10079  ■ 
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Tunc  AND  Customs — eoHtinued. 

Tariff  {Geoieti\)—€eniinued. 
Questions  hy — 
Mr.  Liddell,    revision   of   bat  duties, 
880-1 1  effect  of  new  duties  on  Denton 
Hat  Mills,  1747;  kerosene  duty,  and 
alleged  corruption,  8928 
Mr.   Mahon,   discontent  with  Tariff  in 
Western  Australia,  3691 

Mr.    Mahon,    increased  price  of  ccm< 

densed  milk,  2564 
Mr.  Mahon,  duty  on  cases,  2233;  Mr. 

Crouch,  2347 ;  Mr.  Fairbaim,  5496 

Mr.  MahOD,  supply  of  incorrect  infor- 
mation regarding  piano  imports,  7113, 
7251 ;  Mr.  Glynn,  Mr.  Poynton,  and 
Mr.  Batchelor,  exhibit  of  pianos  in 
Parliament  House,  7114;  Mr.  Living, 
■ton,  7300;  Mr.  Willis  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  7115:  Mr.  Johnson,  erroneous 
statistics  as  to  piano  imports,  7170; 
Mr.  Wilks,  inquiry  as  to  alleged  Cus- 
toms leakage  of  information  sngplied 
by  Mr.  Allan.  7415,  746a 

Mr.  Mftloney,  excessive  charges  for 
drinks  on  steamers,  2564 

Mr.  Mathews,  increased  prices  by  Syd- 
ney firms,  379a 

Mr.  Mathews,  abolition  of  duty  on 
bicycles,  3588 

Mr.  McDonald,  discussion  of  Tariff, 
1715-6;  Mr.  Poynton,  3420 

Mr.  McWilliams,  notice  of  new  duties 
in  Tasmania,  r747 

Mr.  McWilliams,  duties  on  British 
goods,  1747,  1868 

Mr.  O'MaMey,  appointment  of  sub-corn. 

mittee  to  select  non-debatable  items* 

5131.  5210,  5240 
Mr.  O'Malley,  duty  on  packet  tea,  1517 
Mr.  Page,  date  of  submitting  revidon 

Eroposals,  4o6'7 ;    Mr.    Frazer,  975 ; 
[r.  Knox,  itSo 
Mr.  Page,  duties  on  necessaries  of  life, 
3»73 

Mr.  Page,  differentiatioD  in  Tariff  be- 
tween woollen  mill  and  wool-scouring 
machinery,  4926 

Mr.  Page,  extra  sitting  days  to  expedite 
Tariff  consideration,  5131 ;  Mr. 
McDonald,  5520;  procedure  if  Tariff 
not  dealt  with  before  Christmas,  6729 

Mr.  Palmer,  accumulations  in  bond 
owing  to  delay  in  dealing  witb 
Tariff,  5131 

Mr.  Poynton,  statement  by  Secretary, 
Federal  Cotmcil  of  Chambers  cf 
Manufactures  as  to  Sir  William  Lyne, 
and  duties  on  stearine  and  wax,  5131 

Mr.  Poynton,  stispeosion  of  duty  on 
magazines,  1865 ;  Mr.  Glynn,  231a, 
2565,  3421;  Mr.  McDonald,  2312;  re- 
moval of  advertisements  from,  Mr. 
Liddell,  ayz 

Sir  John  Quick,  newspaper  information 
concerning,  976 

Sir  J.  Quick,  rebate  on  duty  on  paints 
for  ships,  2232 

Mr.  Reid.  order  of  consideration  of 
items  4280 


TSAK  AND  OJSTom—eontinutd. 
Tariff  [GaMTt.\)—coniinutd. 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Sampson,  resuming  consideratioD 
of  Tariff,  3733;  Mr.  Fowler,  expedit- 
ing consideration,  5519 

Mr,  Sinclair,  duty  on  antimony,  11157; 
Mr.  O'Malley,  11157-8 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  actioh  bv  New  South 
Wales  tweed  factory,  2792 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  collections  under 
amended  rales,  3734 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  duty  on  wire  netting  and 
effect  of,  1974;  Mr.  Page  ana  Mr. 
Willis,  early  consideration  of  item, 
3586;  Mr.  Hutchison,  sale  of  wire 
netting  by  Commonwealth  (fovem- 
ment,  1974;  Mr.  Foster,  3314;  Mr. 
Willis,  refund  if  duty  on  wire  netting 
be  struck  out,  3792;  or  reduced,  4199; 
Mr.  Glynn,  3997 ;  Mr.  Johnson,  re- 
fund where  duty  paid  under  protest, 
4199 ;  Mr.  Knox,  refund  of  excess 
duty  collected  prior  to  reduction, 
4621,  4649 

Mr.  Storrer,  duty  on  chairs,  3564,  36SS; 
Mr.  Glynn,  2889 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  tartaric  acid,  cream 
of  tartar  and  citric  acid,  collection  of 
duty  on,  11098 

Mr.  J.  Thomson,  rebate  on  timber  for 
butter  boxes,  and  fruit  cases,  3564 ; 
Mr.  Palmer,  2567;  Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine, 
6421,  6676,  7025;  Mr.  Fisher,  on  ex- 
ported fruit  cases,  7026;  Sir  J. 
Quick,  6420;  Mr.  McWilliams,  6421; 
on  lead,  Mr.  Thomas,  6431;  Mr. 
Fisher,  7026 

Mr.  Watson,  accuracy  of  comparative 
Uble,  2655;  Mr.  Tudor,  2791,  3889, 
3891 

Mr.  Watson,  refunds  of  duties  and  effect 
on  consumers,  1748;  Mr.  Johnson,  re- 
funds where  duties  reduced,  7300 

Mr.  Wilks,  exemption  of  hat  IcatbersT 
4748;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  history  of  exemp- 
tion of  hat.making  machinery,  6676; 
Mr.  Johnson,  amount  of  duties  rebated 
on  hat-making  machinery,  6729;  fail- 
ure to  keep  records  of  rebates,  6813 

Mr.  Wilks,  instructions  to  collectors  re> 
yarding  new  duties  and  statement  by 
Rockham^ton  Bulletin,  1864,  siaa; 
preferential   rates,   when  determined 

on,  3123 

Mr.  Wilks,  clearances  of  tobacco,  r868 
Mr.  Willis,  free  entry  of  wire-netting 
bv  Star  of  Scotland,  3586 

Mr.  Willis,  effect  of  new  duties  on 
price  of  electric  equipment,  2231.2 

Mr.  Willis,  despatching  Tariff  to  Sen- 
ate  in  divisions,  5i3r  ;  Mr.  Wilks,  6023 

Mr.  Willis,  suspension  of  fodder  duties, 
.S23q;  recommittal  of,  Mr.  B.  Smith, 
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Tkade  akd  Customs — continued. 
Tasitf  (New  Protection). 
Senate  : 

Constitutionality  of  New  Protection,  suf- 
f^y>  *'J2**"33"35 ;  procedure  if  held 
to  be  unconstitutional,  Tariff,  7547-52 

New  protection,  Tariff,  7563,  758iS-7* 
7591-5-^  7608-12-13,  7619-20-22 

Questions  by — 

Senator   Dobsoo',   introduction  of  new 
protection   proposals  before  decision 
of  High  Court,  7796 
Senator  Sayers,  early  steps    to  bring 

folicy  into  operation,  11 382 ;  Senator 
iodley,  application  to  sugar  indus- 
try,  iijiBs;  Senator  St.  Ledger,  sub- 
mission of  policy  to  a  referendum, 
11382,  11473 
Senator  Symon,  date  of  introduction  of 
Bill  relating  to  New  Protection,  4036 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

New  Protection,  introduction  of  Bill  be- 
fore Christmas,  obs.,  6417;  early  intro- 
duction of,  supply,  5793 ;  Government 
intentions,  obs.,  8932 

Operation  ol  New  Protection  pwHcy,  sup- 

fh>  5695-8-9 

Protection  of  labour,  obs.,  1744-5,  2842- 
44  i    suffly,    1784  J    Budget^  2141-2-8, 
ai5i,  2390-5,    2471.5,    2588-9,  2600-3, 
3674-5,    2678-83.    2718,   2741,  aSo7-8, 
2931,  3985,  2991-a,  3023-4.  3045, 3105-12, 
3137-45.  3198;  suffly,  3319  {f.o..  3319. 
ao)  J   "  New    Protection "   scheme  out- 
lined by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  3986,  debated, 
3989-4035,  4o«7-4i35 
Power  of  Government  to  refuse  to  stop 
impoTti  if  local  labour  conditions  un- 
reasonable, suffly,  5697 
Questions  by- 
Mr.  Carr  as  to  suspension  of  collection 
of  increased  duties  if  selling  prices 
of  goods  are  unfairly  increased,  2890 
Mr.  Catts,  Tariff  reconsideration  if  new 
protection    proposals  unconstitutional, 
8816  i   Mr.   Frazer,  10132;   Mr.  Mc- 
Williams,  will  amendment  of  Constitu- 
tion be  necessary,  10133;  Mr.  Catti, 
delayed  judgment   of    High  Court, 
11420 

Mr.  Catts,  New  Protection  Policy,  date 
of  introduction,  10132,  10963,  11420; 
Mr.  Reid,  11053 

Mr.  Cxoncb,  provision  in  Tariff  Bill  to 
protect  labour,  1281 ;  inclusion  of  salt 
workers  and  all  protected  trades  under 
New  Protection  scheme,  5802, 

Mr.  Fuller,  presentation  of  list  of  in- 
dustries to  which  New  Protection  will 

ftppl/t  4200 

Mr.  Glynn,  Excise  duties  to  protect 
labour,  1715 

Mr.  Glyaa,  reason  for  abandoning 
method  of  protecting  labour  under 
Excise  Tariff  1906,  and  consideration 
of  Goremment  proposals,  3268,  3303, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  recommittal  of  sche- 
dule if  New  Protection  held  uncon- 
stitutional, 6331 

Mr.  Palmer,  New  Protection  and 
Socialism,  7415 


Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Tariff  (New  Protection) — eontinued. 

Qaestions  by — 

Mr.  Reid,  constitutionality  of  proposed 
Excise  exemptions,  4200 ;  Mr. 
HutcEison,  of  New  Protection  legis- 
lation, 6095 

Mr.  Reid,  intention  of  Government  to 
stand  by  duties  fixed,  irrespective  of 
adoption  of  New  Protection,  6330 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  intentions  of  GoTemmeni 
regarding  Labour  Party's  scheme  of 
"New  Protection,"  1974;  and  reEard- 
ing  Commission's  recommendations  for 
protection  of  workers  and  consumers, 
Mr.  Carr,  3173 

Ml.  Tudor,  omission  of  Excise  duty  on 
harresteis  from  revised  propMals, 
1748;  limitation  of  apprentices  under 
*' New  Protection,"  71 16 

Mr.  Webster,  reduction  of  duty  on 
woollens  to  assert  principle  of  New 
Protection,"  3622 

Mr.  Wilks,  date  of  introduction  of  Bill 
relating  to  New  Protection,  5208;  Mr. 
Tudor,  5338;  Mr.  Hall,  drafting 
and  dtstxtbution  of  Bill,  6095 

Mr.  Wtlks,  presentation  of  Memorandum 
on,  6095;  Mr.  Willis,  7;oo;  press 
■tatements  regarding  Government  pn^ 
posals  and  criticism  of  Prime  Min- 
ister, 7463 

Mr.  Willis,  reported  statement  by  Sir 
William  Lyne,  Excise  duties  'mere 
matter  of  fbrm,  5239 

TaRIR  (PUFBBSNTIAL  TbAU). 
Senait: 

British  preference,  tariff.  7557-61,  7578- 
Si-85-90-94,  7605-6-8.  7611-2,  7616-8; 
suffly,  11487 
Representations  at  Imperial  Conference 
and  policy  of,  address,  52,  58,  66-<^ 
148,  259-61,  291,  370-a,  377,  3Q3.  473-6 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Stewart  and  Senator  Sir  J. 
S^moa,  speech  by  Senator  Best,  em- 
pire Tariff  preference,  11468 
Senator  Walker,  preferential  treatment 
of  British-grown  imports  from  New 
Hebrides,  4345 

flouse  of  Refresentativf$: 

Effect  of  general  application  of  preferea- 
tial  proposals,  suffly.  3314  5 

Preference  to  British  importi,  new  Tmriff, 
Budget,  1646-7.  3138,  3141-46-50,  8164* 
6-8,  2336-7,  2361-66,  2403-4,  3475*. 
3490-1,  2589,  2669-72-74,  2680-3,  a*?*. 
3703,  2966-7,  3033,  3127,  3290;  Tartf, 
4S44-5».  4557-8.  456»-3»  4874-85,  4888^)0. 
49a8,  4938.  4959-50"»  5047-8i 

Representationi  at  Imperial  Conference 
and  policy  of,  address,  94-5,  101,  X09, 
171-3,  190,  200-4,  209-ti,  3t6,  331,  337, 
234,  236,  324,  329,  345,  430-44.  455.  459 

Report  of  Imperial  Conference,  printing 
and  distribution  of,  ebs.,  769-70 

Statement  by  Australian  correspondent  of 
London  Times,  4956 

With  Great  Britoin,  New  Guinea,  the  New 
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Trade  and  Customs — continued. 
Tariff  (Preferential  1t^A.€)— continued. 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Bowden,  preferential  trade  with 
Pacific  Islands,  8939 

Mr,  J.  Cook,  abandonment  of  Govern- 
ment proposals,  2791 

Mr.  CrouclL,  statement  by  Captain  Col- 
lins, 7111 

Ifr.  Johnson,  criticism  in  England  of 
Qritiib  preference  pniposau,  3335, 
3311 ;  statement  by  Senator  Best, 
1 1627 

Mr.  McWilliams,  application  of  foreign 

rates  to  British  goods,  1868 
Mr.    B.   Smith,   decision   of    House  of 

Commons,  590;  Mr.  Glynn,  591,  694 
Mr.  B.  Smith,  statement  by  Australian 

correspondent  of  London  Times,  4956 
Mr.  Willa,  date  when  new  preferential 

duties  were  decided  upon,  atza 
Mr.  Willis,  Sir  W.  Lyne  on  Colonial 

preference  and  Labour  Party,  14x3 

Tabiff  (Rotal  Cohuission's  Refobts). 
Senate : 

Extent  to  which  Tariff  is  based  on  reports 
of,  tariff,  «55,  7581^ 

Failure  to  distinguish  between  reports  of 
two  sections,  exfi.,  2513 

Questions  by  Senator  demons,  supply  of 
reports,  1684 ;  form  of  binding,  2033, 
2405,  3511 
House  of  Refresentativ'es : 

Comparison  of  Tariff  Commission's  pro- 
posals with  former  duties  and  increases 
to  grant  British  preference.  Budget, 
2166-9 

Duties  in  excess  of  those  recommended  by 
Commission  on  raw  materials  and  parts 
of  finished  products,  Budget,  2169 

Failure  to  distinguish  between  reports  of 
two  sections,  exfl.,  2312,  2561-3 

Increases  in  excess  of  Commission's  pro- 
posals without  granting  British  prefer- 
ence, Budget,  2t68 

Items  recommended  by  protectionist  sec- 
tion of  Commission  to  be  free  on  which 
free-trade  section  recommended  duties, 
Budget,  3587 

Permanent  Tariff  Commission,  Budget, 
3003 

Preparation  of  comparative  tables,  adj., 

i68a-4,  3026 
Reports  of  Commission,  distribution  of. 

Budget.  1678 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  preparation  of  comparative 
tables,  1715,  1974 ;  recommendations 
of  "A"  section,  3172;  Mr.  Matlurm 
and  Mr.  Tudor.  1747;  Sir  J.  Quick, 
1748.  1868;  Mr.  Reid,  1865 

Mr.  Crouch,  duty  of  Mr.  Speaker  to 
distinguish  between  free-traders  and 
protectionist  members  of  Commission, 
1749;  provision  In  Tariff  Bill  to  pro- 
tect laoour,  1281 

Mr.  Poynton,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
Kelly,  distribution  of  reports,  1716 

Sir  J.  Quick,  form  of  issuing  Commis- 
sion's reports,  1748;  Mr.  ].  Cook,  re- 
ports signed  by  chairman,  3173 


T&ADE  AND  CUSTOUS — continued. 
Tariff  (Royal  Commission's  Reports) — continued. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  J.    Quick,    sale  of    Reports  and 
Minutes    of    Evidence,  641S;  Mr. 
Hedges,  supply  of  copies  to  libraries, 
&c.,  6419 

Mr.  Tudor,  preparation  of  index,  r7i4 

Tobacco  iNousm. 
Sentae: 

Crusade  against  monopoly,  address,  483 
Motion  for  luspcnsion  of  Standing  Or- 
ders by  Senator  Neild  to  enable  mover 

to  move  for  appointment  of  select  com- 
mittee, 3049 ;  debated,  3050 ;  agreed  to 
and  motion  for  appointment  of  select 
committee  moved,  3055 ;  negatived,  3065 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce  for  return  as 
to  tobacco,  &c,  taken  out  of  bond  and 
Excise  duty  paid  during  the  four  weeks 
prior  to  9th  August,  1907,  3327 

Motion  by  Senator  Pearce,  return  as  to 
registered  growers  of  cigar  leaf  and 
acreage,  5648 

Tobacco  Combine :  Increase  of  prices 
following  new  duties,  adj.,  3033-55, 
2069-70,  3448 

Questions  by — • 

Senator    Chataway,    offer   by  British 

Australasian  Company,  3149 
Senator  Findley,  return  as  to  employes, 
564 

Senator  Pearce,  sale  of  refuse  leaf, 
649,  830;  stamping  of  cigar  boxes, 
50S3 

Senator  Gray,  result  of  inquiries  re- 
garding charges  against  manufac- 
turers, 3068,  3684,  4706;  Senator 
Neild,  2513,  2615,  3049;  delay  in  mak- 
ing inquiries,  3899;  failure  of  Go- 
vernment Officer  to  communicate  with 
Trust,  4706 

House  of  Representatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Fraser,  nationalization  of,  experi- 
ence of  France,  10753 

Mr.  Salmon,  effects  of  Kentucky  riots 
on  Australian  manufacturers,  9191 ; 
Mr.  O'Malley,  relation  of  Australian 
and  American  monopolies,  9192 

Mr.  Wilks,  duty  paid  on  tobacco  for 
month  prior  to  loth  August,  1907,  186S 

Senate : 

Geraldton,  refusal  to  take  cargo  from, 

suffly,  10396-8 
House  of  Refresentatnes: 
British,  address,  216-7 
Comparative  Statistics,   Budget,  1626 
Geraldton,      refusal      of     cargo  from, 

suffly,  9996-7  ^ 
Improvements    in   Australian    trade  and 

causes  of,  Budget,  1626-7,  3125-9-74 
Interchanges  between  States,  Budget,  1639 
Within  the  Empire,  address,  94-1; 

{See  Tariff,  "  Pbbfeeentul  TitAin"; 
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TB&ra  AND  Oasxous—eontiHued. 
Whut. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Question  by  Mr.  McDougalU  teimpoiUtioQ 
of  wheat,  5600,  6099 

WiMES. 

Senate :  • 

Questioa  by  Senator  Neild,  as  to  admis- 
lion  of,  into  New  Zealand,  at  reduced 
rates.  Z1473 

WlKK  Netting. 
Senate : 
Questions  by — 

Senator   Millen,    bands    employed  ia 

making,  1936 
Senator  W.  Russell,  namber  of  muli* 
facturers,     1936}     Seofttor  Milieu, 

House  of  Representatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Chanter,  number  of  wire-netting 
factories  and  annual  requirement  of 
rabbit-proof  fencing,  2997;  origin  of 
imports,  3174  >  quantity,  stated  value, 
and  country  of  origin  of  wire-netting 
imported  by  New  South  Wales  Go- 
vernment, 4842,  5238 

Wire  Netting,  Seizuke  of.      [See  ■  Tariff, 
Gehekal.] 

TRBASURY. 

Aduikistsatioh. 
Senate  .- 

Methods  of,  suffly,  3903,  3909-12 
Questions  by  Senator  Millen,  refusal  of 

funds    to    Postmaster-General,  7795; 

Senator  Neild,  7935 
House  of  Representatives : 

Conduct  of  business,  supply,  6386-8 
Devolution  of  functions  to  officers,  ways 

and  means,  6894-6 
Failure  to  supply  information,  ways  and 

means,  41 17,  5336-7 
Submission  of  information  for  members  to 

Minister,   exfl.,  3651-3 
Use  of  Departmental  statement,  supply, 

3351-60 

Question  by  Mr.  B.  Smith,  provision  of 
funds  for  Post  and  Telegraph  Depart- 
ment, iai54-5 

Aobmn-GENESAL. 
Sena$e : 

Report  preiented,  7545 

House  of  Representatives: 
Auditing  Accounts  for  Northern  Territoiyt 

n*f^y^  9970 

Report  of,  presented,  7457 
Questions  by — 
Mr.   Johnson,   report  of,  on  Adelaide 

Customs  frauds,  694 
Mr.  Hutchison  non-supply  of  full  Cus- 
toms  Audit   Staff,    South  Australia, 
8938 


TvsMxnX'-eontinued. 
Bahkimc. 
Senate: 

Savings  Bank  claim,  New  South  Wales, 
supply,  ii6ao-i 

House  of  Representatives: 

Legislation   relating  to,    address,  106; 

Budget.  2661 
Savings  Bank  claim.  New  South  Wales, 

supidy,  5783-4 
Savings    Banks,    increase    in  deposits* 

Budget,  1636 
State  Bank,  Budget,  1642 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Bamford  as  to  establishment  of 

Commonwealth  Savings  Banks,  407 
Hr.  Catts,  national  bank,  11019 
Mr.  Kelly,  draft  Bill  and  note  issue, 
501 

BoOKKEEtmc  System. 
Senate : 

Effect,  of,  supply,  1843-4:  6300-3,  6306, 
6313-4 

House  of  Representatives: 
Effect  of  Budget,  2464^,  350a 

BOXSOWING. 

Senate : 

Policy  of,  tupply,  38*7  »9-»3»  3845*9» 

Haute  of  Refresentatives: 

Coercing  States,  to  give  up  their  powers 

of,  Budget,  2356 
Opposition  to  policy  of  loan  expeaditnre 

on  defence.  Budget^  2371-4 
Policy  of.  Budget,  2501,  2696,  3700-33, 

3934*  3<»4'»  3«84-5 

Braddon  Section. 
Senate : 

Disregard  of  in  framing  fiaanciml  policy, 
supply,  1861 

Obligations  under,  supply,  ioa68 

Operation  of  and  substitute  for,  supply, 
3807-15-16-20-33,  38431  390»->S 
House  of  Representatives: 

Decbion  of  Conference,  Budget,  1643-4, 
3718-28,  2916-65;  supply.  33i6-*-4«-3; 
expl..  3654,  374»-a 

Operation,  continuation  of  and  substitute 
for,  Budget.  1640-3-4,  3127-44-5, 
2580-3,    2660,   3718,   2721-8-30,  2830-1, 
2906-7,  2916,  3978-9-80,   ^007-15,  3037* 
3185-9;  iupfly.  33'6-8,  3329*55 

Bddgr. 
Senate  : 

Ohs.  as  to  distribution  of  papers,  1714 
Question  by  Senator  j^earce,  disttibutioB 
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TnAsmY^centinued. 

Budget — eonlinued. 

Tioutt  of  Repetentatnet: 

Date  of  resamiag  debate  on,  ob$.,  1743-4 
Papers  ordered  to  be  printed,  1678 
Budget  delivered  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  1625; 
debated  1678,  3124,  2262,  2314,  3348, 
*45»,    2579,    2655,    2691,    2807,  2905, 
2965,  2999,  3105,  3175,  3269 
Question  by  Mr.  J.  Cook,  date  of  de< 
livery  of,  977;  contideration  of,  1716 

■Candidates*  (Pabuamentarv)  Expenses  of. 
Senate : 

Reftind  of,  where  electkmi  voided,  suf* 

ply,  8988,  10304 
Questions  by  Senator  St.  Ledger,  expenses 

of  Mr.  T.  V.  O'Logblin  and  Senator 

Vardon,  8286;  Senator  McGregor,  9421. 

12101 

-House  of  Refresenlalives: 

Refund  of,  where  elections  voided,  suf- 
fiy,  1808,  8965,  9771,  9773,  9S88,  iiai6, 
"365 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  p.ijment  of  expenses 

where  elections  voided,  977 
Mr.  Chanter,  expenses  of  Mr.  T.  Ken- 
nedy, 10180,  ii4ai 
Mr.  Poynton,  recognition  of  claim  of 
widonr  of  Mr.  Crosby,  978 

-Coinage.  ' 
Senate : 
Questions  by- 
Senator   Pearce,  silver   coinage,  8229; 
Commonwealth    silver    coinage  and 
estimated  profits,  8309;  early  estab- 
lishment of  silver  coinage  mint,  and 
making  of  "blanks"  for  cartridges 
therein,  9237;  reports  on  feasibility 
of,  9796,  io2-;s 
Senator  Needham,  decimal  coinage,  in- 
troduction of,  10369 

House  of  Refresentatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.   Bamford,  coinage  of  silver,  Com- 
monwealth currency,  2235 

Mr.  Bowden,  minting,  pending  erection 
of  Mint  in  Federal  Capital,  10178-9 

Mr.  Knox,  minting    of    silver,  copper, 
and  bronze,  11424 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  decimal  system,  11325J 
Mr.  Knox,  11424 

Compensation*,  Payment  of. 
Senate : 

To   representatives    of  .  officers,  tuffly^ 
11630 

House  of  RepresentativeM : 
To    representatives    of    officers,  suffly^ 

5790-1.  5797.  «»53.  "390 
tSee  Defence  and  Postuaster-Ginebal  ; 
also    Ofhcrrs    Cohpensatiok  Bnx 
under  BilLS.} 


THEAStFRY — continued. 
EsmuTCs  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 
Senate : 

Delay  in  dealing  with,  suffiy,  10369, 
1038a,  10393 

House  of  Refretentatives: 

Delay  in  dealing  with,  suffly,  '6280-3, 
6286 

Message  from  Governoi-General  transmit- 
ting estimates  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture, and  estimates  of  expenditure  for 
additions,  new  works,  buildings,  &c., 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1908, 
nnd  recommending  appropriation  ac- 
cordingly, 1635 

Message  from  Governor-General  trans- 
mitting additional  estimates  of  expendi- 
ture for  additions,  new  works,  andl)uild- 
ings  for  year  ending  30th  June,  190S, 
3507.  10136;  and  for  the  years  ended 
30th  Tune,  1906  and  1907,  and  recom- 
mendmg  appropriations  accordingly, 
10177 

Mewage  from  Governor-General  trans- 
mitting Additional  Estimates  of  Expen- 
diture for  year  ending  30th  June,  1908, 
and  recommending  appropriations  ac- 
cordingly, 10136;  and  for  the  years 
ended  30th  June,  1906  and  1907,  and 
recommending  appropriations  accord- 
ingly, 10177 

Reduction     of    departmental  estimates, 

exfl.,  11625,  11704-7 
Questions  by — 

Mr.    Bamford,    early  consideration  of 
New  Works  and  Buildings  Estimates, 
1866;  Mr.  Frazer,  a^ia 
Mr.  J.  Cook,,  date  of  presentation  of 
Additional  Estimates,  10078 

EXFENDtTURE. 

Senate  : 

Departmental,  growth  of,  suffty,  10273-4 
Details  of  increases,  suffly,  10264-6 
Effect  of  Federal  on  smaller  States,  Af- 
dress,  190 

Increase  of,  address,  28/; ;  suffly,  1833-6, 
3807-31,  3844,  3901,  3912-22,  11474 

Motion  by  Senator  Fearce  for  return  as 
to  States  and  Commonwealth  loan  and 
revenue  expenditure,  3233 

Provision  for  "Contingencies"  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  2},  suffly.  1947-55;  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  3),  suffty,  5784-7.9-90;  in 
Supply  Bill  (No.  4),  suffly,  6288;  in 
Supply  Bill  (No.  1)  1908-9,  suffiy, 
12141 

House  of  Refresentativfs: 

Departmental,  increase  of,  suffly,  9957- 

66-74,  11262-300,  11374 
Effect  of  sugar  bounty  on,  suffly,  1779; 

Bud/^ei.  2130,  3349-51,  2371,  2603,  3696; 

suffly,  3308 
Estimate  for  current  year.  Budget,  1631 
Expenditure  of  which  Stales  have  been 

relieved,  suffly,  1308-9 
Expenditure   on   public   vrorks,  Budget, 
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Tuusimr — continued. 
Expendttare — continued. 

Growth  of  Commonwealth  expenditure, 
address^  350;  suffiy.  1778;  Budget^ 
1638,  2349,  2370-1.  3396-7,  3458-9,  2915, 
3971-7,  3112.17.19,  3199,  3304;  suffty, 
3323-33-4-43 

Increase  in  States  expenditure,  Budget, 
1634,  3580,  3317-20;  sufply,  3304-9, 
33«-4-9.  3330-1-5,  3357-60 ;  ods..  3361 -a  ; 
exfl.,  3411-19 

Payment  for  public  works,  method  of. 
Budget,  3041;  suffly,  3331-2,  3335-7; 
payment  for  out  of  Treasurer's  Advance 
Account,  supply,  12188-90 ;  inadequacy 
of'  funds  provided  for,  supply,  11281, 
I 1393.  II39S 

Provision  for  "  Contiageneiet,"  in  Supply 
Bill  (No.  3),  luffly,  1777-8,  1808 

Per  eapita  system  of.  Budget^  3331-2-7 

Statement  of  certain  Expenditure  for 
Works  and  Buildings  not  provided  for 
on  Estimates^  but  urgently  required, 
laid  on  table  by  Sir  W.  Lyne,  7503; 
m.,  that  paper  be  printed,  moved  and 
debated,  7504;  agreed  to,  75<^ 

Motion  by  Mr.  D.  Thomson  for  return 
as  to  services  transferred  and  to  be 
transferred,  expenditure  on,  agreed  to. 

Question  by — 
Sir  }.  Forrest,  preparation  of  statement 
showing   Federal   and  State  revenue 
and  expenditure,  and  other  new  ex- 
penditure, 9099 

Federation,  Cost  of. 
House  of  Representaiives: 

Per  head  of  population.  Budget^  1637, 
3976 

Finance  :  Relations  with  States. 
Senate: 

Distribution    of    expenditure    on  public 

works,  supply,  34*03 
Financial  relations  of  Commonwealth  and 
States,  (including  payments  to  Sutes), 
address,  la,  51,  58,  60,  149,  391,  394, 
398;  supply,  3806-21,  3843,  3907,  10272- 
3-4,  11475-82-5-90-506-15-30,  11614-17 
Payments  to  States  during  financial  year, 

tupfiy,  10262,  10273 
Questions  by — 

Senator  Ciemons,  statement  contained  in 
table  XVIII.  of  Bulletin  No.  11  issued 
by  Government  Statistician  as  to  pay- 
ment by  and  to  the  States,  7974-6; 
financial  relations  of  Commonwealth 
and  States,  opportunity  to  discuss, 
11381 

Senator  Croft,  claim  by  Premier  of 
Tasmania  for  refund  of  revenue,  and 
reference  to  other  States,  933 ;  Senator 
Findley,  3462  ;  Senator  Pearce,  7752, 
7850;  Senator  Stewart,  7753 

Senator  <.>ivcns,  payments  10  States, 
353;  and  Treasurer's  forecast,  Senator 
St.  Ledger,  7976  . 

Senator  de  Largte,  refunds  of  revenue 
to  Tasmania  and  Western  Australia, 
8365 

Senator  Dobson,  distribution  of  paper 
on,  by  Tasmanian  Statistician,  740 


TKEAStntV— <^0jf/lfU(«^. 
Finance :  Relations  with  States — continued. 
House  of  Representatives: 

Distribution   of    expenditure   on  public 
works,  supply,  3334 
'  Effect    of    Federation    on   finances  of 
Western  Australia,  3220-1 
Financial   Proposals   by   Sir  j.  Forrest, 

when  Treasurer,  exfl.,  log/blb-j 
Financial  relations  of  Commonwealth 
and  States  (including  payments  to 
States),  address,  161,  333-5,  ^y*-3'  33>* 
3S°>  »777  »  Budget,  1643.  2136-9-30, 
2349.  2354-6,  2373,  2396.8,  345&-9-D4, 
3495-01,  3583,  3692-3-8,  2715,  3821-S, 
3906-7,  2922,  2934-65,  3971-7,  3007  '5. 
3«36-4».  3«»6»  3"^»  3»85-6-9,  .)i<M. 
3300;  suffly,  3i'^3-"r3325-3<-8. 3339-60. 
11364 

Financial  relations  witli  States,  submis- 
sion of  Government  scheme  before  pre- 
sentation to  Conference,  c6s.,  10784  * 

Inter-State  Customs  and  Excise  adjust* 
ments.  Budget,  1630,  3974 

Memorandum  Government  proposals  re-ad- 
justment financial  relations  laid  on  table 
and  debated  on  m.,  that  papers  be 
printed,  1080S;  m.  agreed  to,  10811 

Monthly  balances,  payment  to  Sutes,  obs., 
11734-6;  adj.,  motion  ruled  out  of  order« 
"744 

Payments  to  Tasmania  to  obviate  Inter- 
State  certificates.  Budget,  1639 

Premiers'  Conference,  stateident  by  Prime 
Minister  as  to  Surplus  Revenue  Bill, 
exfl.,  11787-8 

Services  and  expenditure,  m,  by  Mr. 
Crouch   for  return,  11536 

Surplus  revenue  returned  to  States,  Bud- 
get, 1637-39,  1643 

Surplus  revenue,  payment  of  to  States, 
ad;.,  11734-6;  expl.,  11787 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  J.  Cook,  deductions  from  monthly 
payments  to  States,  6420 ;  States  com- 
pelled to  pay  interest  on  transferred 
properties  out  of  their  three-fourths 
if  Surplus  Revenue  Bill  passed, 
11786 ;  statement  by  Prime  Minister 
at  Premiers'  Conference,  10964;  Mr. 
B.  Smith,  10964 

Mr.  Crouch,  Government's  financial  pro- 
posals, services  to  be  taken  over,  11430 

Sir  J.  Forrest,  financial  relations  with 
States,  Government's  proposals,  9099; 
submission  to  Parliament  and  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  before  presenta- 
tion to  Conference,  98^6,  10534;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Irvine,  9846,  11328;  Mr. 
Willis,  11016;  Sir  J-  Forrest,  amdt. 
of  Constitution  to  provide  for  pro- 
posed changes,  9390,  11016;  payments 
in  perpetuity,  11016 

Sir  J.  Forrest,  surplus  revenue,  monthly 
balance,  payment  to  Stales,  1 1736-8* 
11741-S8;  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  11738; 
Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  11738^0;  Mr.  At- 
kinson, 11788;  Mr.  Johnson,  notice  to 
States*  Treasurers,  "739*  Mr. 
Batchelor,  11785;  Mr.  Reid,  statement 
by  Prime  Ministei:s-ji788-9  1 
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TUASUty — tantinued. 

Finance  :  Relations  with  States— <r0»/tK»«4. 
Questions  by — 
Sir  P.  Fysh,  surplus  revenue,  statement 
by  Treasurer  on  Additional  Estimates 
as  to  distribution  oft  10462 
Ur.  Hutchison,  icuira  showing  adjust- 
ment of  revenue  between  Common- 
wealth and  States  in  June  of  each 
year,  11784;  Sir  J.  Forrest,  amount 
returnable  to  States  in  June  if  Sur- 
plus Revenue  Bill  not  passed,  11784; 
Mr.  Poynton,  surplus  revenue  paid  to. 
States,  117S5;  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  pro- 
portion represented  by  interest  on 
transferred  properties,  11785;  amount 
of  interest  that  should  have  been  paid, 
11786;  Mr.  Poynton,  transfer  of  debts 
to  cover  value  of  transferred  proper- 
ties, 1 1786 ;  excess  payments  of  re- 
venue to  States  and  payments  out  of 
revenue  for  public  works,  11921 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  decrease  in  balances 
paid  to  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
for  April,  igo8,  10751 

Mr.  Knox,  transfer  of  debts.  Treasurer's 
memorandum,  10S75 ;  Mr.  J.  Cook, 
Cabinet  approval  and  Prime  Minister's 
approval  of  Sir  J.  Forrest's  scheme, 
10875 ;  ^'f-  B.  Smith,  Argus  summaiy 
of  Treasurer's  memorandum,  roS76 

Mr.  King  O'Mallcy,  monthly  payments 
and  loans  to  States,  12151 

Mr.  B.  Smith,  delay  in  printing  Mr. 
O'Malley's  scheme,  10534;  Mr. 
Thomas,  1046a 

Mr.  Storrer,  amount  paid  to  New  South 
Wales  since  Federation,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Irvine,  method  of  computation, 
1174a 

Mr.  Reid,  further  Conference  of  States 
Premiers  to  settle  financial  relations; 
11787 ;  supply  of  official  reports  of 
Conference,  1.1040 

Mr.  D.  Thomson,  debts  of  Slates  and 
payments  to  Commonwealth,  11159 

Mr.  U.  Willis,  Anancial  relations  with 
States,  Mr.  Harper's  scheme,  11016 

iSee  "Rbvinto";  also  "State  Debts."] 

GUAKANTEES,  FUXLITY. 
Senate: 

Question    by    Senator    Stewart,  fidelity 
guarantee  fund,  11471 

House  of  RefreseHttttivet : 

Suffty^  io4ia-s 

iNSmtANCE. 

House  of  Refreseniatives: 
Questions  by — 

Mr.  Watkins,  commission  to  inquire  into 
business  methods  of  companies,  12158 

Mr.  Maloney,  Citizens  T.,ife  Assurance 
Company,  laaoo 

F.89Sa~i 


Tbusukv — continued, 
iMCRUiENTS,  Payment  of. 

House  of  Representatives : 
Sufply,  1798;  Budget,  3350,  2369,  2502-5, 
3506,  2817 ;  supply,  2651-2 ;  Budget, 
3042-4,  3130-2,  3199,  3270,  3296,  3298 
Questions  by  Mr.  Fraier,  2689;  Mr. 
Mathews,  68ia;  Mr.  Poynton,  7026, 
7171,  9581;  Mr.  C  atts,  7464 

Old-age  Pensions. 
Senate  : 

Motion  by  Senator  Dobson  that  Bill  pro- 
viding for  a  compulsory  scheme  of  life 
assurance,  old-age  pensions,  and  sick 
allowance  be  introduced  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, moved,  4174;  debated,  4196, 
6006 

Proviuon  for,  address,  14,  51,  78,  14a, 

251-3,  276-8,  285,  294-5.  478  i  "fWy. 

1834,  1848,  3820-1 
Questions  by — 
Senator  Neild,  speech  by  Mr.  MaugCT, 
inability  to  pay  old-age  pensions,  8507 
Senator  Pearce,  cottage  homes  for  pen- 
sioners, I3IOO 
Senator  W.  Russell,  date  of  introduc- 
tion of  Dill,  9423 
House  of  Refretentatives : 

Assistance   of    Opposition   in  expediting 

passing  of  Bill,  obs.,  11982 
borrowing  to  provide  lor.  Budget,  2375 
Delay    in    introducing    Federal  system, 

tfffiy,  1779-80,.  ,  „ 

Estimated  expenditure  on,  m.,  by  Mr. 
Crouch,  for  return,  11526 

Federalization  without  altering  Constitu- 
tion, ots.,  8933-5 

Intentions  of  Government,  adf.t  1744 

Motion  by  Mr.  Maloney,  pensions  tor  re- 
ward of  bravery,  694 

Amdl.  by  Mr.  Fisher  on  formal  sup- 
ply m.,  that  the  passing  of  a  measure 
to  give  etiect  to  the  expressed  will  of 
the  people  is  an  urgent  public  duty, 
moved,  9300;  debated,  9306;  amdt. 
by  ■  Mr.  Wilks,  that  effect  be  given 
to  such  expreiised  will  of  the  people  this 
sesiiion,  und  further  amdt.  by  Mr. 
McDonald  that  in  the  event  of  funds 
from  Customs  taxation  being  insuffi- 
cient, the  necessary  funds  be  raised  bv 
taxation  on  unimproved  value  of  landt 
9350;  amdt.  by  Mr.  Watkins  that 
Government  should  "  take  steps  towards 
giving "  effect  to  expressed  will  of 
people,  9351.  Resolved,  that  the  passing 
of  a  measure  to  give  effect  to  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people  is  an  urgent 
public  necessity,  and  toat  the  Govern- 
ment should  take  steps  towards  giving 
eFFect  to  such  will  of  the  people  this 
session,  9352 

Old-age  Pensions  and  Braddon  Section, 
exfl.,  2654 

Provision  for,  address,  87-8,  127-8,  161-6, 
r86-7,  205,  222,  224,  234.  325-  33'.  338. 
347;  Budget,   1643,  2131,  237^-5,  34S8, 

2487-8.  »5%;3f,  ='695VaSa©S4e'  3«H. 
3034  .5.  3"6,  3197,  3215  d 
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TlUSUBY — continued. 

Old-age  Pensions — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Sir  John  Korreit,  amendment  of  Bill> 

12039 

Mr.  Mahon,  distribution  of  New  SoDth 
Wales  pension,  35a 

Mr.  Maloney,  imprisonment  for  non- 
compliance with  orders  under  Vic- 
torian Act,  10482 

Mr.  Hutchison,  priority  of  Federal  sy«- 

tcm  over  unifoim  postage,  880 

Mr.  Sampson,  funds  available  for, 
11918 

Mr.  Wilson,  notice  of  m.,  by  Mr. 
Fisher,  9298;  allocation  of  j{;472,ooo 
to  old-age  pension  fund,  if  Surplni 
Revenue  Bill  is  i>assed,  11785: 
fer  to  fund  of  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated under  Naval  Defence  Bill, 
H790 

Sir    ].    Forrest,   old-age   pensions  and 

land  taxation,  9389-go 
Mr.  Tudor,  comparative  statement  ai  to 

old-age  pensioiu,  laojS 

Paper. 

House  of  Refresentaiives: 

Printing  paper,  where  purc!«taed,  tufflj, 
10371 

Question  bv  Mr.  D.  Thomson,  tenders  for, 
iQoSt;  At.  Mathews,  teodet*  for  blot* 
ting  paper,  1192a 

pAnOMT  FOB  SntVICES. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Question  by  Mr.  Salmon,  payment  for  ser- 
vices rendered  to  States,  7*97 

PumiNG. 
Stuale : 

Government  Printing  Office  :  Unsatisfac- 
tory Arrangements   for  Commonwealth 
Pr&»ting,  supply,  te5»-9i  ^°y, 
and  the  Minimum  mge,  supply,  8^ 

93 

Motion  by  Senator  Ncedham,  that  com- 
petent linotype  operators  with  twelve 
months'  service  and  over  be  placed  m 
claswfied  list  of  public  servants,  moved, 
3829;  debated,  3833.  5397;  negatived, 
5406 

New  linotype  machines,  supply,  11514 
Plant  owned  by  Commonwealth,  m. 

Senator  Needham  for  return  as  to,  11805 
Unclassified  employes,  stipply»  1037' 
Vote  of  "  Contingencies "  for  GovemmHlt 

Printer,  supply,  1947.  635»:  «"» 

ries.  supply,  8988-9 
Vote  of  /500  for  salaries,  supply,  635a ; 

allowance  fOr  services  by  States  officers, 

supply,  8989,  10370,  11514 
Qneitioni  by — 

Senator  Croft,  printing  of  Year-Book, 
4707;  establishment  of  Common- 
wealth office,  7793 


Tkusuky — continued. 

Printing — continued. 

Questions  by — 
Senator  Findley,  overtime,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Victoria,  830;  printing 
of  Commonwealth  Sutistics,  1 130 ; 
high  class  printing,  1131;  boys  as 
readers'   assistanU,  J  employ** 

receiving   less  than  minimum  wage, 
8076,  8104-5 

Senator  Findley,  strike  of  boys  at  Vic- 
torian Government  Printing  Office 
and  employment  of  boys  on  night 
duty,  7792-3;  Senator  Neild,  7793 

Senator  Neild,  printing  of  posUge 
stamps,  7565 

Senator  Neild.  sale  of  stationery  by 
Government  Printer,  3514,  a6i5 ; 
Senator  Pearce,  1615 

House  of  Representatives: 

Leave  to  temporary  employis,  obs.,  7538-40 

Printing  of  rolls  for  New  South  Wales  b 
Melbourne,  supply,  9970-1 

Printing  of  Seven  Colemet,  supply,  3590 
Printing  of  Postage  Stamps,  supply^  359*-* 
Purchase  of  machinery  and  establishment 
of  Commonwealth  Prirting  Office,  sup- 
ply, 3589-98 
Sale  of  Commonwealth  Statutes,  nsfff* 
3596 

Stamp  printing,  supply,  9970-4 

Questions  by — 

Mr.  Palmer,  tenders  for  Government 
Printing  and  use  of  labour  saving 
machinery,  4310,  4413 

Mr.   McDonald,    tenders    for  printing 

Year-Book,  441^ 
Mr.    Catts,    sweating    in  Government 
Printing  Office,  Sydney,  613a,  6594-5, 
6813;  cost  of  printing  reporU  of  Im- 
perial  Conference  and   Mr.  Beale*s 
report,  6813 
Mr.  Maloney,  wages  of  labourers,  11421 
Mr.  Maloney,  leave  to  casual  employ^ 
7415 

Mri  Tudor,  overtime  for  messengen, 
6813 

Becbfts  and  ExmnitTDn. 
House  of  Representatives: 
Presentation  of  Treasurer's  statement  of, 
7457 

RKVunn:. 
Senate  : 

Effect  of  Federation  on  revenue  of  Tas- 
mania, address,  «,  37«-3.  307-* 
Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  revenue,  r«n"/. 

7576.  7594.  760*.  7*08 
Tariff,   increased   revenue   from,  s»Ppty* 

»°**»      Digitized  by  Google 
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Tu&Sintf — continued. 
Revenac — continued. 

Questions  by — 

Senator  Croft,  claim  by  Premier  of  Tas- 
mania for  refuod  of,  and  refeience 
to  other  States,  933 ;  Senator  Findley, 
3462;  Senator  Pearce,  7752;  Setwtot 
Stewart,  7753 

Senator  de  Largie,  refunils  to  Tasmania 
and  Westem  Aiutralia,  8365 

Senator  Millen,  preparation  of  return 
showing  effect  of  new  TariS  on  re- 
venue, 77gi»  7926 

Senator  Pulsford,  revenue  from  ships 
stores,  10251 ;  from  spiritst  tobacco, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  10370 

Hffute  of  Refrestntativet: 

Details  of,  for  1906-7,  Budget^  1637,  1630 
Distribution  on  fer  eafita  buis,  Budget, 

260J,  2974-5,  3040 
Effect  of  new  Tariff  on.  Budget,  3396-8» 

3499 

Effect  of  new  Tariff  on  States'  revenue. 

Budget,  1638,  3979 
Estimates    for    current    year,  Budget. 

1628-9-30,  2398 
Principal  causes  of  increase,  Budget^  2139, 

245t-4-tj,  2659 
Receipts  per  head  of  population.  Budget, 

1631 

Retura  from  sugar  duties.  Budget,  1628-9. 
2607 

Services  transferred  and  to  be  transferred, 
01.,  for  return  as  to  revenue  from,  11709 
Underestimates  of,  address,  87 
Questions  by-— 
Sir  J.   Forrest,    preparation  of  state- 
ment showing  Federal  and  State  re- 
venue and  expenditure,  and  other  new- 
ex  penditure,  9099 
Mr.  Reid,  Senate's  requests,  effect  on, 
10751 

Mr.  W.  H.  Irvine,  decrease  in  returns 
for  April,  10751 ;  publication  of 
quarterly  returns,  10751 

{See  "FlHAMCE";  also  "  BOOWTIES," 
and  "  SuOdU  Inoustrt."] 

States  Debts. 

Senate  : 

Transfer  of,  address,  12,  58,  60,  140,  331 ; 

s»tr-'y'  3808,  3817.  63»3 

House  of  Refrtsentatives : 

Arrangements  for  transfer,  suffly,  1643*4 
Transfer  of,  address,    125,    t6i,  231-3, 
463;  Budget,  2355,  2497,  2584-6,  2697, 
"737-40.  28ai-5i  2916-8,  2977-80, 

3«>a-4,   3195-6;   tuffty,   3316^,  3329, 
334»-55 
Questions  bv — 

Mr.  Willis,  date  of  introduction  of  Bill 
for  transfer  of,  8816;  Mr.  McDonald, 
9764;  Hr.  Willis,  preparation  and 
presentatim  of  Government  scheme, 
ro70O 

Hr.  Bruce  Smith,  power  of  Common- 
wealth to  secure  better  terms,  9764 

Mr.  Thomas,  presentation  and  printing 
of  paper  by  Mr.  O'Malley,  10462 
[See  FiNAMCi.] 


BtASUKY — tontinued. 
Sdpplt. 
Senate : 

Term  of  grant  of,  suffly,  1833-61,  1930*47 
House  of  Refreseuiattves  : 

Additional  Estimates  1905-6,  1906-7,  Addi- 
tional Estimates  for  Additions,  New 
Works,  and  Buildings,  1905-6  and  igD6-7, 
IS418 

Additional  Estimates,  iiai6,  11262,  11357, 
11390 

Additions,  New  Works,  and  Buildings, 
3302,  3423,  3509,  3589,  3622,  3735,  1 1403; 
ad.  ref.,  11418 

Committee  of,  84,  1775,  3302,  3423,  3509, 
3589,  3622,  3735,  5783,  6279,  88ao, 
8964.  9393.  948^.  9597»  5686,  9768,  9875, 
9957)  10083,  10136,  10181 

Supply  : 
Attorney-General,  9725,  11364 

Defence,  3446,  3598.  3677.  3735>  9997. 

10082,  11390,  11408 
•    Kxiernal  Affairs  3616,  362a,  8966,  9393, 

9482,  9597,  96S6,  11357 
Home    Affairs,  3302,  3423,   9768,  9875, 

11365,  11403 
Post  and  Telegraph,  3456,  3509,  10136, 

10181,  11391,  11408 
Tile  Parliament,  8964,  11216,  11362 
Trade  and  Customs,  3435,  9983,  11376 
Treasury,  3589,  9957,  11374 
Formal,  2801-05,  4843,  9300;  [amdt.,  as  to 
Old-age  Pensions,  9300-52),   10401 ;  m., 
to  postpone   consideration  of  order  of 
the  day,    10401 ;   amdt.,   providing  for 
appointment  of  Royal   Commission  tu 
inquire    into    Postmaster-General's  De- 
partment, 10406-61,  10464;  m.,  to  post- 
pone consideration  of  order  of  the  day, 
10464-82,   11330 ;   amdt.,   as  to  Select 
Committee,  Freeman  and  Wallace  case, 
moved,  11330;  debated,  11332-57 
Formal  motion  negatived,  989,  1977,  3854, 
10703 

Senate's  power  to  grant,  address,  167 
Term   01   grant  of,   suffly,.  1775-180S, 
S7W 

Sowuis  Revenue  Bill. 

House  of  Refrtsentatives: 

Question  by  Sir  John  Forrest,  date  of,  as., 
9479 
Senate  : 

Question  by  Senator  Millen,  intention  to 
proceed  with,  11381 

[See  Finance;  also  Biixs.] 

T*xmoN. 
Senate  ■■ 

Direct  Taxation,  suffly,  3813,  3817-20-3, 
3848-9 ;  Tariff  as  a  lever  to  secure, 
Tanfi,  7604-s 

Ohs.  by  Senator  Best,  as  to  motion  by 
Senator  McCofl  for  return  showing  in- 
come tax  paid  and  unpaid,  1233;  in., 
for  return  moved' Sraator  McColl, 
1275;  drt^cdibfi^Mfel^ugd,  1379 


oclx 


Index  to  Subjects. 


TwtASVax—effniimuei. 

Taxation — continued. 

Presenl  system  of,  luffly,  11611 
Progressive  land  tax,  address,  79,  H^-^t 

156,  254,  36x,  388-90.  369-70,  379,  394, 

476 

State  taxation  of  Federal   taUriet,  ad- 
dress, 12,  16,  61,  75-6,  384 

House  of  Representatives: 

Direct,  address,  205,  332,  351  ;  Budget, 
2375-6.  2456.  250'-2.  2676-7,  2691,  2814, 
29'S.  2925.34,  29t)577-8,  3039-44.5,  3122, 
3>37.  31907.  32»5.  33*7 
Progressive  land  tax,  address,  127,  165, 
188,  319,  324;  Budget.  2369,  2454-7, 
2491,  2501-a,  2581,  2676-7,  2716,  2719, 
2735^,  2814-5,  2976,  3005,  3034,  3199, 
3203 

State  taxation  of  Federal  aalmriest  ad- 
dress, 191 

Questions  by — 

Mr.    Crouch,   rate^  of   Slates  income 
tax,  1279 

Sir  John   Forrest,   land   tuxatioa  and 

Ministerial  votei,  9380-90 
Mr.   O'Matley,   for  defence  purposes, 

11628 

Transff-bred  Propebties. 
Senate  : 

Payment  for,  suffly,  3817,  3833;  payment 
of  interest  on,  suffiyt  3907 

Souse  of  Refresentativet : 
f  Payment  for,  Budget.  2373,  2740;  payment 

of  interest  on.  Budget^  2466,  270X 


'tVJomx—eotitinued. 

TBBASUBB'S  AdVANCB  AOCOtRIT. 
StiMt$  : 

Position  of,  suffly,  rjS,  11689-91,  12141 
House  of  Refresentatitiet : 
Contingencies  in  No.  5  Supply  Bill,  luf- 
fiy>  8843 

Position  of,  suffly,  84-5,  1785,  1795.  1798, 
12182-96 

Works  lor  which  provision  made  in  Sap- 
ply  Bill  No.  1  1Q08-9,  suffly.  121Q0-6 

Question  by  Mr.  Maloney,  paying  officers' 
arrears  out  of,  988 

Tkust  Funds, 
Senatt: 

Question  by  Sraator  Pulsford,  where  de- 
posited, and  interest  on,  10252 

Ways  and  Means. 

House  of  Refresentativet: 

Formal  motion,  4843-70,  5692-712 
Resumption  of  business  uftci  count-out, 
m.,  7251 

Resolution  of  Committee  ol,  85,  1809, 
10351,  11418 

Committee  of  {Budget,  and  Customs  and 
Excise  Tariffs),  1625,  1678,  2124,  2262, 
2314,  2348,  2451,  2579,  2655,  2691,  2807, 
2905,  2965,  2999,  3105,  3175,  3269; 
{Tariff),  3974,  4087J  4200,  4281,  4311, 
4413.  45»9.  4623,  4650,  4749,  4870,  4928, 
4959.  5046,  5»3i.  5a>o.  5240.  5339.  S4»7» 

g97.  5601,  57".  5736.  5804.  5914.  w>33. 
09,  6524,  6fq6,  6678,  6730,  6814. 
68^S.  68q6,  6968,  7028,  7118,  7»7i.  >a5i, 
7301,  7418 
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